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SOME .OBSERVATIONS, TAKEN IN PART FROM AN 

ADDRESS DELIVERED IN THE NEW MEETING­

HOUSE IN lJRA. TTLEBOROUGH, JULY 'ith; 1'.816, 

BEING THE FIRST CHRISTIAN COMMUNION HELD 

IN THAT PL.AC~. 

I ~M tbankful, n1y christi~n friends, that Pro­
vidence hath so far; favoured us in the erection 
of this pla~e, that i~ i~ now co~pl~~ely_ finis_hed; 
that a regul~r chnst1an · church 1:s estabhsh~d 
a~ongst us.; and that we are met toge~he~ :for 
the first time on such an occasion ~s this-. · . May 
Provid~nce pr~serve this· building, which has 
been erected with so much chee·rf ulness, for 
many age_s; and may great numbers who· ar~ 
yet unqorn, meet together here, to suppor~ 
christian ordinances, anq. tc, worship Go-~ .in spir_it 
and in truth, ,vhen our heads -shall all be· laid 

.,, ' . . - . . . ' . . - '- ~ ' 

in the dust, .and our names forgotten amongst 
men. . 
. _D.r,~. Doddridge _observes,. in his iI1tro~uctory 
sermon~ ta his Jec!ures against Popery,. which 
I have 1n manuscript,-" Such-of you whoh~ve 
freq~ently ·attended rny _rµinistry, -vveU .. _.kn:owt 
that 1t has pot been my custorq to. insist o~ sub­
jects of controversial divinity.. As· ~l t~mpe,: 
does n_ot~ i_n.clin·e _me to.JJi&pt1te, so· I .Q~nfe~$~ 
wµen I serjou~I y · consider tbe . importao·¢e :,. of 
that eternal world to whtc~ we are bast-ening, ..I 
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can seldom persuade myself to employ 1n mat.-) 
ters of criticis1n and debate, those sacred and 
i~portant moments, which we separate f~·om our 
common time, with a -view to a more immedi­
ate preparation for· it. Practical preaching is, 
under God, the gi·eat support of the gospe], as 
practical precepts have every where the great­
·est stress laid upon them in it." 

l most sincerely and heartily assent to the 
sentimen,ts. con~ained. in. t.he above quotation. 
An_d you,. my: (rien~s, cari witness for me, that.I 
very sel~oni ~in~eed~ bring matters of contra-· 
versy into · my publick di_scourses.-1 shall, 
however, on the present occasion,· give you ·my 
opinion, as briefly as may be, OD some :contro-
versial _points. · · · - · · · .. ' 
, Before-I ·~ame :intd this cduntry,I wrote to Dr. 
Morse, respectin•g" a ·removal· hither; ·informing 
him, I ,vas no great stickler for particular sen­
timent's· ,in rel~gion·; being ,veU assureq that 
many _ wiser ·and; better t~an myself · differed 
from me, both on the one side and· on the <?th­
er. But as it was · generally reckoned thete 
should. be ~orµe ~onsiderable agr~ement be­
twee·n a· minister and his people, -I would ob­
serve; I might perhaps be justly styled·-~ mode.; 
rate Baxterian; there being no other"I :was ac­
quainted ~iJh, who ~or'e generallY. agreed_ with 
me: on rehg1ous suhJe~ts_ tha~ he chd. 'l;he Dr._ 
answ«:fred, there w¢re many ministers :.in ~e,v-. 
England of ··similar sentiments· with -mirie. > · 

· _;f-lande-d in:Boston the-13th of June, 1793", 
and· in March, 1794; I came with my fa:mily to' 
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Brattleborough~ to settle on a farm. · Immedi• 
ately after my arrival here, I was desired· to, 
preach, and was the only minister in this town_ 
for twenty years ; to which office I was chosen 
ar1nually, :that is to say, twenty times in twenty 
years; always, as I have been told, _by larg.e. 
majorities, and often without a. dissenting voice. 

Here I have live<l in great peace: and comfort 
with my parish,havingneverhad any difference_,. 
nor even a dispute with any one. . I shall. al-. 
ways reflect with pleasure on this .part :of ·my. 
life, having re.ason to .hope my labours were n~t: 
without a divine blessing. I -consider -many: 
people in this town, who do not now atte~d my: 
labours, as my old friends, for. whom I shalt re­
tain an affectionate regard to my dying· hol.li"·.: 
And I can appeal to my late flock to.say, whe-. 
ther I was negligent of their spiritual welfar~.-
. The .latter ,end ·of ·Ma_rch,:-1814, in con·se-. 
quence of"ill _health, and other causes thatneed. 
not be.mentioned, I gave up my ·pastora_l ch_arge. 
The very next sabbath I was invi~ed t9 prea~h: 
at the village ; the people there, · with some·. 
others, having about that time, d~termined to 
build a- ne,v m.eeting-house,. thaJ'-·Jµemselve~­
and. fami.lie'.s might be better_ acco,m~odated, as: 
·to the publick worship of Almighty God.• ·• As. 
my advanced age~ and :infirm· h~_al~.4 di.d n9t ad­
mit of my having the charge.pf the·who_l~. -par-' 
ish, they wi~hed: me. t_ci pr~ach. to . them,: ~~ . a: 
separate society.· This I,have:done ~v~r sine~ 
the first sabbath in April, 1814. 
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· ~When in.,the.·.course of my education, I was 
called to study the controversial points, I paid 
g.reat atteniivn to them, and 1ny opinions re­
specting them becam~ established; and are now 
v-ery much the same they have been the last 
fifty yea.rs of my life. . . 
. One would have thought,. that being the only 
minister in · this town for twenty years, my 
sentiments: iJ1 -religion mu-st. -have been pretty 
w:eU kno,vn .. I always thought. and said, we 
s'ho:tild -worship :one· God the Father, through 
one mediator· the Lord Jesus Christ, by the 
gracious· assistance-of one, spirit ... St. Paul ob­
s~:r-ves-,: Eph. ·ii.. 18, " thro1:1gh him ,ve have ac­
cess by one,'.·spirit unto the Father;" and chap. 
i4i~ 14, "fc;>r thiis cause I bow my knees unto 
the. Father-of-our Lord Jesus Christ." Rom. 
viii. 6~ -~' To-iis,:the-re1-is one God the Father, 
and one·_Lord ·Jesus Christ.~' I al,vays expli­
ditly decl:aved my· sentiments, excepting on two 
f>Oints ; · the doe.tr-hie pf election and reprobation, 
and the. doctrine,of the 11rinity. On the former 
I seldom -said any thing at all, and never pro­
~ssed to- believe- ·it. On. the other, the 'l.,rinity, 
which I- .never· cquld: understand, I . generalJy 
1nade: use -:0f.-~c-~ipture laJ?guage. Had these 
rtdetroverfedJpoints been_· brou:ght into. tlie pul­
pit,.: l shciuld :~aye: judged it- a:.· s~ameful waste 
oC-s~cred~ •time ;l_·--and t~ey-·:would very· likely 
lia:v.~ occasioned '.dispu:tes_Jand strife abqut what 
we.:.can :ncme:t>f 1us·. understand. I therefore 
judged it ·more prudent tQ say hut little abou1 
them; ihese difficult questions, though of little 
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importance, having been m!:\tte·r of bitter cori• 
tention in the church for fifteen hundred yeats. 
For this mode of proceeding my heart ,vill never 
teproach me so' long as I live. In all other points, 
.J alw~ys expresse~ myself,,vithouf anyrese~e. 
And 1t may be fairly supposed,• that :had ;not 
my doctrine and manner of preaching, ·and man~ 
ner of life too, been agreeable to the society. in 
general, they -would not have ·chosen me for 
their pastor, for t,venty years in su.ccession. · · 

\Vithin these two years, strange •teports·hav.e 
been circulating respec·ting ·my erroneous· opin­
ions in re~igion, particular! y as to the. d-o~.trin·~ 
of the Trinity-a wor~ th.at never occurs 1n the 
\vord of God. ' · 

It is well known, some professing christians 
deny our Lord's having had any existence. be .. 
fore he came into this world·. · · Such go·· 1:inder 
the denomination of Socinians. · Some ·have 
charged me with being a Socinian; but: this 

.. cha,·ge is altogether groundless: · · 
The criticisms which ,vriters •of this cast 

_hav_e made up~n the scriptures,· to establish 
their own sentiments from them, always ap­
peared to me forced a~d unnatuv-al, ·and. incorii 
sistent with the· ,ge.1Jeral strain of the word ·of 
God. I would not; ifl could well help it, stat­
edly attend a ·Socinian mit1ister, provided· -he 
frequently brought these disputable points-- irito 
the- pulpit. · / . · .· · ' 

But notwithstanding I consider Socinianism 
as an errour, I dare not conden1n all that em­
brace ·it; our. Lord ~aving saiq, judge not, con, 
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demn not ;~judge nothing before the time, un­
til the Lord come. Who art thou that judgest 
another · man's servant ? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. And if our Lord's obser­
vation stands go.od, the tree is known by its 
fruits, it must be ackno,vledged, that many 
Socinians have been· amongst the most learned, 
and most benevolent and pious among men. 

Our Lord observes, Matt. ii. 27, No man 
knoweth the Son but the Father. From which 
it seems reasonable to expect, tha( there is 
and will be, a mystery in his nature that cannot 
be comprehended, and which ,ve should speak 
of with reverence. 

I would observe farther, our blessed Lord 
is c·alled God. In what sense he is so, I cannot 
pretend to say. H~ is also spoken of as the 
brightness of his Father's glory, and. the ex­
press image of his person; by whom God made 
the ,vorlds-in whom all fulness dwells. The 
spirit is said to he given to him above measure .. 
And as St. Paul expres~es it, Phil. ii. ~-I I, 
" being found in fashion as a man, he humbl~d 
himself and became obedient unto death, ev~n 
the death of the cross. Wb~refo.re God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
na~e which is above every name ; that at. the 
name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
1:1nder the.earth, and that every tongue should 
confess that Jes~s Christ is, Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father." Now from these and 
other· smilar expressions in scripture, I con .. 
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elude our Lord is possessed of a nature and 
office, infinitely above and beyond any thin·g 
Eossessed by men or angels. Indeed, I never 
did say, I thought him a creature, or that there 
-was a time when he did not exist. But I have 
said, and I do say, that in the business of our 
salvation, Christ is represented as inferiour. to 
the Father. But in what this _inferiority con­
sists, and how far it extends, I do not-- pretend 
to know. Our Lord declares, John xiv·." 28, 
My Father is greater than I:. and 13th of 1\'Iark, 
32, speaking of the day of judgment, he ob­
seryes, " of that day and that hour · knoweth 
no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father.'' I am not ig­
norant of the interpretati~n given by ,some to 
the above texts, but they do not appear to me 
satisfactory. . · , , 
· In the whole scheme of our redemption, G.od 
the Father is represented as . the first _mover, 
contriver and director. Christ being sent into 
the world, is represented not · as the cause of 
the love of God to sinful men, but as the effect. 
.God so loved the world that he gave, &c. J ohri 
iii. 1~. The son is spoken of as acting in· sub;;. 
ordination to that direction, in order to · the 
accomplishment of that gracious design. Christ 
spea~s ofhims~lf! in a great number .o~plac~s, 
as being comm1ss1oned and sent of the Father, 
as acting as his delegate,· and as· coming into 
-the world, not to do his own ,viii, but the will 
of him that sent him. 
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I must confe·ss to you, my friends; that I con .. 
sider oµr Lord as having made an atonement 
for sin. Numberless scriptures might be quo­
·ted in proof of this. He was delivered for our 
offences, and raised again for our justification. 
-The Lord hath laid upc,n him the iniquity of us 
all. Behold the Lamb ,of God, that taketh 
·away the sin of_ the ,vorld.- We have redemp­
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins • 
. How the sufferings and death of Christ have 
this effect, I do not pr<:tend to know. The 
gospel, as Dr. 1\il~cknight ·observes, "has dis.­
covered· to us only the fact, without explaining 
to us the manner in .which it is brought about.'' 
I ~therefore thankfully receive the doctrine, just 
as I would thankfully receive an efficacious me­
dicine, that. w.o~ld ce_rtainly cure a most dan­
gerous disease, though I knew nothing of the­
ingredients of which ·it l\'as composed, or the 
m·anner in which it _operated µpon· the human 
fra·ine. · . 

· I am also fully satisfied, tha.t our ,v:orks, iv 
no d~gree whatever; merit the favour of God. 
They are the conditions of our salvation, hut n~t . 
the caQse. Not by. works of righteousness 
'that ,ve· have done; but according to his mercy 
he sav~th us, by the washing of regeneration 
and the rene\ving of the Holy Ghost. I as 
firmly believe as any man can, that there is no 
other name given under heaven amongst men, 
whereby we ca~ be saved, neither is there sail"' 
vation in any other. It appears·to me clearly 
revealed in the scriptures, that the work of 



religion in the soul, is begun, and ·carried ·on·, in 
the use of proper means, by the spirit of God, 
and that we are kept by his mighty power, 
through faith, unto salvation: and also that 
Christ ever lives to make intercession for us, 
and ·will come again to judge the world at the 
last day. I am well assured from the ,vord of 
God, that ,ve are great sufferers from Adam's 
transgression, by which pain, sickness, sin a_nd 
death were brought into the ,vorld-that ,ve 
are a race~ of fallen and depraved creatures, 
·who all sink into actual sin and guilt, as we 
gro,v up in life; there not being a just man up­
on earth that doeth good and sinnetl1 not. Tlie 
fall of ~an, as it is called, is o~r misfortune, but 
not our fault; ,ivhat we did not commit, and 
could not prevent, but are great sufferers by. 
But that all mankind are liable to eternal dam ... 
pation for Adam's sin, is what ldo not believe; 
and as for innocent children being punished 
for ever in a future world, for the sins of their 
remote, or immediate pare.nts, · is so dreadful 
,nd shocking an idea, that it ought never to en.­
ter the human mind. ·. 

God says, Ez. xv iii. 4, 20, All souls are mine, 
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the 
son. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son. The righteous)Jess ot the righteous shall 
be upon him, and the ,vickedness of the wick"' 
ed shall be upon him. 
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If f am asked, Do you believe a Trinity in 
unity, or in the Triune God ; that there are 
three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the 
Son, and the H-0ly Spirit; that these three are 
.one, the same in substance, and equal in power 
and glory ?-or, as I think the Church of En­
gland has it, that the Father is God, (he Son is 
-God, and the Holy Ghost is God? I answer, 
these· are human phrases, ,vhich I do not un­
derstand ; and no two that haye attempted to 
explain them, have agreed in their explication. 
They are doxologies, fetched from the dark and 
barbarous ages of Popery, unknown to the 
af>ostles and first christians, and have occasion­
ed endless contention and animosity._ '' The 
subject of this fatal controversy, ( saith Dr. 
Mosheim, vol. 1. p. 334,) which kindled such 
deplorable divisions in the christian world, was 
the doctrine L fi three persons. in the Godhead ; 
a doctrine · which, in the preceding centuries, 
had happily escaped the vain curiosity of hu­
man researches; and been left undefined and 
undetermined by: any ·particular set of ideas. 
The mutual relation of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit to each other, and the nature of that dis­
tinction that subsists between them, are mat­
ters· that hitherto were neither disputed nor 
explained, and with respect to which, the 
church had observed a profound silence." .-

. This controversy began about the year 317 
of the christian era, and hath been carried on 
with no small animosity, in almost every aga 
sin~e, during fifteen hundred years. 
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. The doxologies above_ mentioned form, in 
a great me·asure, the standard of the orthodox 
opinions on the trinity; and if a person ,viii 
subscribe and use them, that settles the matter, 
no suspicions of heresy are entertained. I must 
decline having any thing to do ,vith them.­
They perplex, rather than explain the doctrine 
in question, and ,vere framed on purpose· to 
ensnare .. the consciences of men. And if any 
,vill think hard of me, because I do not under­
stand, cannot subscribe, and will not use; these 
unintelligible phrases, and will estimate ·me by 
these unjust measures and weights, ·and these 
false balances, which ha:ve no right to a place 
in the sanctuary of God-if for these reasons, 
they denounce me as rejecting the SaYiour, and 
denying the Lord that bought us, .I will say 
they dejame. . · 

Those good men ( and many such there a·re) 
who admire, and almost con~tantly use, the 
phrases in question, do not tell us \\·hence 
they came, nor by what authority they are 
used in the church of Christ, in prefer~nce. to, 
and neglect of, those- many excellent doxolo­
gies found in the scriptures, in which all chris­
tians can join. In some places, these spurious 
Ehrases _are u~ed so much~ an~ the ·s~, .. iptare 
ooxolog1es so little, that the former are likely ta 
be thought a necessctry part_of christain worship, 
though they were altogether unknown in the 
purest ages of the church. The use of them 
appears to convey this idea, that the word of 
God is not sufficiently explicit, allows Qf toQ 
much latitude2 does no.t sufficiently guard . tho 
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truth, but men of different and dangerous sen­
timents may shelter thems~lves under its loose 
and vague expressions. Or, in other ,vords, 
that fallible ( not to say furious) men, have ex­
pressed divine truths in better language, and 
with more precision, than the apostles of Christ 
did, though ihey were under the immediate 
inspiration of the spirit of God. 

If after all, our orthodox brethren like to use 
phrases which the Church did very ,ve1l ,vith­
out for many a~es, I do not expect the- liberal 
party will find tault; but when they are to be 
imposed upon us, that alters the case. We do 
not .,vish to disturb them, but they will not live 
in peace ,vith us: If for the sake of peace, we 
are rather backward in declaring_ our senti-· 
ments .. that is considered as sufficient grounds 
for endless suspicions; an accusation is brought 
against us, and judgment is passed upon us, not 
for ,vhat ,ve do say, but for what ,ve do not.__;_ 
If we are open in objecting to human authority 
in religious concerns, ·and say ,ve cannot come 
np to the prescribed standard, then our -guilt is 
considered as brought to· light, and we are 
pointed at as lawful prey, for all that are in­
clined to hunt us dcnvn. Btit surely this un-
1·easonabJe, harsh, and cruel conduct cannot be 
justified by the gentleness and forbearance the 
gospel inc·ulcates; the religion of the blessed 
Jesus cannot al lo,v such ,veapons to be use~ in 
its defence.* To censure men as not sound in 

* It looks like an attempt to level with the ground, the 
two great pillars or the reformation from Popery, the suffi­
ciency of the st-riptures, aad the right of private judgment. 
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the faith, as enemies to the truth, their preach• 
ing as-dangerous to souls, though their lives are 
as pure as their opponents,-though they have 
enjoyed as many advantages for un~erstanding 
the scriptures,-are as diligent in searching for 
truth,-as ready to embrace ,vhatever they 
think clearly revea]e<l or fairly deducible from 
the ,vord of God; wishing for nothing so much, 
as to spend and be spent in being-useful io the 
souls of men :-If we. must bp, branded with 
opprobrious names, and unjustifiable measures 
used to prejudice our people against us ; if ,ve 
must be excluded from the pulpits of our breth­
ren, and, so far as it can be done, driven from 
our parishes, _and from the ministry ,-and all 
this because we cannot make use of a fe,v unin-­
telligible human phrases, that have occasioned 
a world of mischief and misery in the Church 
of Christ; surely a conduct of this sort cannot 
be justified, though it be found in men who 
really think they are defending the truth, and 
contending earnestly for the faith once deliv~ 
ered to the saints. 
- Could we but ascribe divine honours to the 
Triune-God, and speak of the Father, Son and 
Spirit as being three persons in one God, the 
same in substance and equal in power an·d glo­
ry, . phrases unknown to all tlie inspired wri-. 
ters, all. objections would vanish, we should 
have the right hand of fello,vship presented to 
us at once. But as we cannot, and indeed dare 
not do any such thing, we must stand to the 
consequ~nces, and bear our trials with patience, 
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\veil kno,ving our betters have endured them 
before us; taking comfort from being assured 
that our divine Master bath said, "Blessed are 
you when men revile you, and say all manner 
of evil against you falsely; rejoice and be ex­
ceeding glad, for great is your re~rard in 
heavtn." T-hese groundless suspicions, hard 
speech~s, unjust cen_sures and cruel proceed­
ings, will be found another day amongst the 
hay and stubble that will be burned : They 
will add nothing to the celestial crown of thosei, 
with w_hom they are found. 1 Cor. ii~-.-10-15. 
- Those ,vhq censure me for my opinions, 
( which, when-they come to be viewed in the light 
of the heavenly world, will, I doubt not, · be 
found to be very similar to their o,vn-,) did they 
know how anxious I have been to form iny sen .. 
timents from the word of God, what pains I 
have taken, .how many fervent prayers I have 
put up to God for divine illumination, they 
might think me mistaken, and pity, but not 
blame me for being so. 

Here I am, between seventy and eighty years 
of ag~, full of infirmities ,vhich- I expect to car­
ry ,vith me to the grave, waiting and hoping, 
and o~asionally even longing, for a blessed im­
mortality, where in God·s light l shall see light .. 
I have tittle to fear, or to hope, from the pre­
sent world; and to be judged and censured 
of men, is' with me a small thing indeed ; espe­
cially by those who have taken up their opin­
ions from others, and 1_1ever had time or· capa­
city for knowing much on these mys~erious 
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points. It excites a smile of compassion to think, 
that men, that young men, who have never been 
in the habit of.study and close thinking, should 
suppose themselves capable of pointing o'ut and 
correcting my errours on tp.e most difficult ques­
tions, though I have made them the subject of 
daily study, ·more or less, for fifty years; hav­
ing never had any object in view but to find 
out the meaning of the word of God.* 

During the short _period. of life that may yet 
remain to me, I shall continue to J>reach, in my 
humble way, _repentance. towards God aad faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, urging-upon my hear• 
ers thatholiness, without ,vhich no man shall 
see the Lord. And I cannot but think, that 
ministers and people would be better and more 
usefully employed, were they to spend their 
zeal in doing justice, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly ,vith God, rather than in preaching and 
talking, and taking so much pains to know 
what others think, on these high points, o( 
,vhich we can know but little, and what we do 
kno,v is of small importance. · · 

After the controyersy about them has been 
carried -~n fifteen hundred years, it is high time 
to drop It. For us to copy after the example of 
Christ, be in this world as he ,vas, and have the 
same mind in us, that was also in Christ Jesus, 
would be more pleasing to our divine master 1 

than to attempt to dive into the mysteries of his 

* And all this, notwithstanding great and good m~n have· 
differed in their opinions concerning them for fifteen hundred 
years! 



16 

nature which are not revealed,' and endeavour­
ing to explain things altogether above our com­
prehension. As for myself, I shall leave these 
tltings to those that are fond of them, and di­
rect my attention to the virtues and graces of 
·the christian temper, in which all the sincere 
followers of Christ agree-che.erfnlly ,vait-
ing for the happy time, when that ,vhich is per­
fect is come, and that ,vhich is imperfect shall 
be done· .a.,vay. When we come to· be ,vitb 
Christ, we shall see him as he is, and know 
even as we are kno,vn. 

WJLL/Jl.Jll. WELLS. 

-Bratt)eborough, July-16th, 1816. 


