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OORRESPONDENOE. 

Dun Sm:-

lV ASJII NGTON COJ,L~GE, J,exlugton, V••• l 
JULY 2nd, 1850, 5 

Tho Assor.intion of Alumni of this Institution1 wiEhing to givo to tho Address, 
with which you fitvorc<l them Inst ovcnilw, ni 111.1rmnncn1 n form nnrl as wltlo n rir• 
culntion us po'ssiblo, nppoi11tc1l tho undorsignctl n Co111rnittco to trn1111111h to you tho 
following resolution: 

11 .Resn/url. 1'hnt tho thnnks of this Associntion ho lc111lorcd lo Dot1v An CRRISTJAN, 
Esq'., for tho ,·cry cntortnining nncl instructive Address to which wo lm\·o just 
listened with so m1wh plcn~uro, nml in ortlcr tlrnt othors hosidos tho lnrgo nntl 
intclligont nudienco in nttcn1h111C'c nmy hnvo tho benefit of tho interesting nnd im• 
portnnt mutter in which it so richly 11bo1111ds, thnt n Committee of throo members 
be nppoint0tl to request n copy for publicution, . 

While we hereby cxprc11s the wishes of lhoso wo 1111,·o tho honor to represent, 
wo mid our own cnrne:-t solicilntio11s thnt you will comply with tho request ombod• 
iccl in tho foregoing rosolntion. 

We nro, with high rcgnrcl, }'our Follow-Alumni, 
ALl'HONSO SIUTR, 

J 011N L. C.urPBELr,, 

GREENLER DAVIDSON, 
'fo Col. BOLIVAR CnnrsTIAN, Slaimton, J"a. 

Gt11/ltmtn: 
SrAUNTON1 July 2,0th, 1850, 

Ahhongh conscious of tho imperfections in tho Ati·lross you request for publlcn• 
tion, yet ns it wns wriucn for tho Alumni o( Wnshin~•on College, I fool thnt they 
ha,·o n right to disJ>osc of the mnnuscript ns they shnll ch,:c:r,;lno, · 

If It mny awnkon tho nttcnlion of others to its suhjoct1 the object of its prepnrn­
tlon will be nccomplished ; nnd if other fltcls illustrnting tho soltloment of this 
Vnlloy mny bo thus olicired nnd co1111111111iC'ntc,l to tho Society of Alumni, or to some 
proper person for presorvntion, its willer pnblicntion may bo porrnissiblo, 

Whilo it hns scorned unnccossnry to oncmnhcr tho l\lS, with notes of roforonco, 
I hnvo boon cnrcf\1I to et111c 1101hin:.( but on nuthontic trndition, or ns corroborated 
by rolinhlo history. Tho plnn of tho A1ltlro11s wns 10 omit nll fnmilinr history not 
lntlisponsnblo to embody tho lloating trndltjo1111, n1HI 1inp11blishocl iuciclcnts ronoom• 
ing tho Scotch-Irish of Augus1n, Tho sources of informntion nro the fnding memo• 
rios of the olil settlers; tho records of the courts 111111 of tho Virgin in Lel(i~lnturo; 
Hening's Stntntcs; Amerienn Archh•es; tho vnrious histories of Scotln111l nncl 
Irolnncl; of VirJ?inin nn,I tho ndjoinlng Stntos; nn«I tho Skotohcs of Monetto1 

Foote, Kcrcho\'ul, Dnvitlson, Collins, Cl1111111Jor~, nnll othnrs. 
AJ>prct•inting tho kindly mnnnor in which you hn ,·o convoyed tho request of tho 

Alumni Association-I tonrnin, with friendly esteem, yours truly, 
I BOLIVAR CHRIS1'IAN, 

'l'o Messrs. AtPHONso S.aure, Jo11N L. CAXl'BBLL, GnHNLEI DAVIDSON, 

Committee of Alum11i .,1.,orintion, L,xiragton, Vii. 





ADDRESS. 

OJ:NTf,EMt~N OF TIit: AT,UMNI: 

Our Almn ~Inter wns born of tho habitual esteem for )earning mnong tho 
Scotoh Irish settlers of this Valley. It lmtl n goninl nurture in tho classio 
msto and training of their pastors-hereditary exemplars for their pcoplo, 
not more in piety thnn in political virtue. Its primal dowry was n tribute 
from tho Father of his country to patriotism nnd ,•nlor, so Jong nnd often 
illustrated under bis own oyo, from tho fi1tal day of Brnddook's defeat till 
Freedom's crowning conflict on tho i>lnins of Yorktown. 

1.1ho Alumni of ,v ashington College mny well find it u fitting duty to trace 
out, in nll its nssoointions, tho unwritten history of tho Scotch-Irish Settlors 
in tho Ynlloy of Virginia. Of this race most of tho Alumni arc themselves 
direct descendants, and dispersed as tlrny uow arc in every part of t11is con• 
tinont, it can be but a labor of Jove for each to gather as he mny, even from 
tho four winds· themselves, some Sybillino lcnres, or floating traditions, to 
iJlustrute a history rich in story of brnvo men and noble deeds-

-" Sod omncs illnr.hrymnbiles 
Urgentur, ignotiquo long4 
Nucto, cnrcnt qniu Ynto sucro." 

Let us, then, in n spirit of filial lovo-nkin to thnt of tho pious ~noas­
nttcmpt tho task of rescuing from impending oblivion, even so littlo of tho 
honored memory of our fhthcrs before it ho too Into forever, Lot us ns 
patiently, for tho sake of tho charity of tho undertaking, wnnder awhile, 
Jiko Old 1\Iortnlity, nmong tho grnvcs of tho 1mst, nnd with humble but per• 
sistcnt effort retouch the fading tombstonC.cJ of virtue. 

"' o propose not to travel along tho broad highways of History, but mostly 
on n more rugged route, amidst rcmoto forests nnd rude mountains, where 
only weird Tra@!on has JM!! trackless haunts. ,vo will attempt not in this 
brief hour to' treat such n theme in nrtistic style, but only to present., as wo 
have gnthercd, something of tho traits nnd incidents oharactol'istio of tho 
J>eople and tho times in tho enrly days of our Valley, and lcnvo to some more 
epic pen to trace tho moving story in all its fair proportions and poetic con• 
trnsts-from the simple wigwam homes, tho virgin prairies, nnd forcst-cov-
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crcd mountnins of this new world, flu· bnck to its origin nmidst the moors 
and time-honored l1ighlnncls of Ancient Scotlnucl, whore-

"Splc111lor foils on cnstlc wnlls 
Aull snowy sununirs old in story.'' 

~rho fomiJinr term, "Scotch-Irish," imp1ics not tho nmnJgnmntion of dis­
tinct Scotch nnd Irish fiunilics, but like " Anglo-Suxon," nud h ludo-Briton," 

• simply thnt tho people of ono country wore trnns1,Jnntcd into tho other. 'rho 
Scotch-Irish Settlers in the V alloy of Virginia, nro direct dcscondants of 
tho Scotch who colonized tho North of frclnnd during tbo 1·cligious troubles 
of Great lJrHain, from the reign of Henry VIII., nnd continuously to the 
time of William III. 

1'hcir lincngo is moro distinctly trnccd from tho <lntc of tho unsuccessful 
rebellion of the Earls of Ty1·con11cl nnd Tyrone, Umt forfeited to tho British 
crown tho fnctious provh1co of Ulster. 'l'hithor James I. transplanted colo­
nies of Scotch nnd I~nglish during tho early part of tl10 seventeenth century. 
Tho Uov'd Andrew Stewart, n cotempornncous writer, records, tlmt u of tho 
~Jnglish not many came over, for it is to be observed that being a grentdenl 
more tenderly bred nt home in J~nglund. and entertained in better quarters 
thnn tl1ey could find in Ireland, they wore unwiJJing to flock thitho1· except 
to good Jnnd, such ns they 1ind before nt homo, or to good cities whcl'o they 
might trado; both of which, in tl1oso dnys, were scnrco enough l1ero. JJc. 
sides, tho marshiness 1,11d fogginess of th.is island wore still -found unwhole­
some to 1•1nglish bodies. i'he King, too, Jind n natural Jove to ltnvo IreJnnd 
planted with Scots, ns being, besides their loyalty, of a middle teutpcr be­
tween tho J~nglish tender and tho Irish rude breeding, and a great den~ 
more likely to ad\·onturo to plont Ulster." . . . Among these colonists 
nre montionccl tho mlises, Ler1lics, Hills, Conwnys, ,vnsons nnd others, 
"gentlemen of EngJnncl and worthy persons"-nnd tho J?orbcscs, Grahams, 
Stuarts, Hamiltons, l\Iontgomorys, Alexanders, Shaws, Moores, Doyds, Bar­
clays nnd JJailoys, dcaoribed as II knights and gentlemen of Scotland whoso 
posterity hold good to this dny." And here, this ·•ronlng, I may well re­
pent this qunf nt encomium in tl10 proscnco of mnny of their linen I postori~y, 
still bearing with honor tho same names nnd "holding good" to this day­
two full centuries Jator. 

In tho channel thus openccl tho tide of emigration fluotuntccl from Scot­
land to Ireland throughout tJ10 succeeding century, swollen foo -JQng nnd 
often from tl1e rut11lcss perficoutions of tho unflinching Covennntcrs by tho 
faithless Chnrlos o.nd his successors, down to the timo of tho momentous 
revolution of 1088, which placed tho Presbyterian J>rinco of Ornnge on tho 
throne of Grcnt Britain. 

Tho history of thcso pcoplo wl1ilo yet in Scotland, written in the blood of 
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their sufferings, illustrates n ohnrnotcr which boro fruit for their descendants 
in Inter years nnd other lands. Under tho ext.rnordinnry trinls nnd intense 
oxcitemcnt of' tho times exhibiting devotion to their principles of faith and 
freedom to n dogroo readily magnified by their enemies, nnd cxnggorntcd 
nlmost to insnnc fanaticism. Many of them, men of high estate of tho 
11obility of ScotlnnJ, sacrificed everything fo1· tho common cause, undergoing 
n persecution which, in tho opinion of llishop JJurnct l1imsclf, "surpassed 
even tho merciless rigors of tho ])uko of Alm." Proolniming, in n loyal 
r,etition to a perjt•red I{ing, that "tho only desire of our hearts is for tho 
prescn·~tion of true 1·oligion amongst us, which wo holcl f11r dearer thon our 
lives and fortunes," they resisted to tho biUcr end tho canons 1m<l liturgy 
prepared by the impious Charles without tho sanction of any church;­
driven from their time-honored kirk, thoy still gathered in oouventiolos like 
Maybolo, and Ayr, nnd llemfrcd, and 1.1oviotdalo ;-renewing, over and nnon, 
with heartiest zcnl, their fenlty to their fathers' " SOLEMN L1:Aom: AND 

CoVENANT,"-thnt Magmi 01,arta of Scottish rights,-and rallying under 
their "brnvo bannon," emblazoned ut once with tho ancient thistlo of Scot­
land and tho shibboleth of their O\V.D fuith in the fnmous golden letters, 
"I◄'on C1m1sT's CnowN AND CovENANT,"-tboy 11wnitcd, undaunted, tho 
wrath of tyranny defied. Overborne nt ln~t by tho oppressor's power, gondc<l 
by tho insolence and cruel tortures of CJuverhouso, nnd Cnrstnirs, Sharpe, 
Dalzell, nnd J)rummoml, too many scaled their testimony with their blood, 
and tho survivors of tho rod fields of Bothwell-moor, Airsmoss, and Pont­
lnnd Hills, homeless nnd hopeless, sought n resting pince nnd refuge nmid 
tho fens nnd bogs of Ulster .. 

11 Ah, dnys by Scotia still deplored I 
When fllithless king, nntl bigot lorJ, 
On their own subjects drew tho sword I 

• • • • • • 
11 IJnt FmM in filith of Gospel truth, 
Stood honry ngo1 nnd guileloss youth, 
.Agnlnst oppressors ,·oiil of ruth, 

In cold blood killing wnntonl)•, 

• 

11 'l'hclr prenohcrs silent nnd deposed, 
'l'hoir house of prayer ngnlnst them closed, 
Homeless, on monntnin heaths ex11ose1l I 

But though In dork ndverslty, 
Their lrnrps wero NOT on willows hung, 
But tuneful still, nnd 0\'or strung, 
Till mountnin echos round them rung 

'l'o notes of bm vest melody 111 
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11hoy and their descendnnts, thus snvod ns by fire, would scarce submit 
patiently to li~ression in their ncw-foun(l homes in Ireland. Under 
tho rule of William nnd Mary, Queen Anne, nnd tho Georges, their con• 
dition hero was cnclurnble only fol' its contrast with their former sufferings, 
-tho equivocal consolation of tho companions of Ulysses "tulbnus durz'ora.'' 
Strained constructions of tho Act _of 'folcrntion ;----tithes and taxes on the 
wreck of their estates to support nn established church, not of their ohoict· ;­
rostrnints in t'to exorcise of their cherished opinions ;-disabilities ahH 
dogrndntious t, be cndurccl for eonsoionco' sake ;-peculiar dangers from 
dweJling amidst such bitter "-till powerful enemies of their fattb, already ma­
lignnntly gloating O\'er one massacre, nnd muttering threats for moro,-all 
combined to make them an unhappy and restless people. 

It was then that like tho delusive whisperings of hope in tho captive's 
dream, prophc,tio tidings came wafting across tho wide ocean, that in the 
far-off forests of America, tho II!!r~enot and l~!!~an hnd found a refuge 
from persecution nnd " full freedom to worship Gocf:'' And though the 
tempest-tossed Naglo-Wing, years before bad so trustingly sailed from tho 
snmo sl1orcs only to ho driven back n wrcck-ns their fathers feared nnd 
believed by tho warning hand of Providence-they yet remembered that 
tho frailer Mnyfto,ver, freighted with tho hopes of others tried like them• 
solves, had pnssed over the deep wntors in si(fcty. They trusted that now 
the fullness of time for their dcpnrtnrc hnd come, thnt tho measure of their 
afflictions in this lnnd wns full, nnd a homo in this new world would fulfil, 
for their relief, tho promise of their God, so often l1opcfully dwelt UJ>On in 
ntl their congregations:-" I1'or thou O God hnst proved us ; and thou hust 
tried us ns silver is tried ; thou broughtest us into tho net, thou Jnyodest 
nffliction upon our loins; thou hnst en used men to ride over om· hem.ls; we 
wont through fire and through wntcr, nuT THOU mtouo111•};s•r us OUT 

UNTO A WBAT.TUY l1J,AC}:.11 

Gathering what, little of worldly gcnr was left from out of their troubles; 
many with naught snvo tho Dible, but which nlouo hnd so often before, in 
their sorrowful history, seemed to suflico for e\'cn more thnn spiritual sus­
tonnnoo in many a dreury dny--prcoioul$ us tho 0110 draught of s,vcct 
water thnt el1ecrs tho patient camel through tho weary wastes of tho desert 
-sadly but trustfully they turned nwny, ns they well, know forever, from the 
homes and the graves of their fathers and fathers' fnthcrs for long 
centuries gone. ,vitbout any, known or definite destinntion within 
thnt distant land to which they turned, they hopefully embarked, mid in 
long nnd wenrisomo yoynges crossing a wide and futhom1c8s occnn that 
rolled its waves like the dark waters of Lethe over nil tho crowding momo­
ric..q of their past, they only knew tltut now their unchors dropped upon 
tho silent shores or another continent, within whoso trackless forests they 
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fondly hoped to find at last that pcnco fo1· body nnd 11onl olsowhcro so vainly 
sought.- Tho outcasts of Edon woro not mol'O dcsolat<-'-

"Somo nnturnl tears thoy rlropt, '1111 wiped them won; 
Tito worlil wns nil l,cforo them whore to <'hooso 
Tl1eir pince of rest, nntl Pro,·idenco their guide," 

It wns upon tl10 banks of tho Dolnwllro they lnnded, nnd somo rested for 
ll season in tho province of Penn, nnturnlly looking for sympathy from n 
people who in tho old worl<l had 1mffcrcd liko thomsolves for eonsoiencc' 
sake. Others following their nath•o instincts, passed on towards tho bluo 
mountains whoso towering peaks und wnving outlines along the distant 
horizon rcoaJled tho memories of their childhood's homo nmong tho hills 
nnd henth-elad highlands of Scotland. Ascending tho tops of tho Kittooh­
tinny-the Indinn term for Uluo Ridge -they gazod with charmed eye 
upon this Jovoly V aJloy, blooming in nll its pristine beauty boforo tl1om, as 
on "somo fniry land they'd longed to seo." It fhlfllled their fondest dreams 
of thnt promised Jnnd of 11cace, ns it Jay enwrapped in its primal silence, 
broken only by the sighing of winds among tho forest trees, tho song of 
birds, nnd tho sounds of murmuring waters. 1.'he Jong Jines of mountain 
J>cnks, fading away in distant view, stood ranged on either side like guar­
dian sentinels, while clouds of purple and of gold, gathering along tho 
loftiest crests, hung round tho bluo horizon liko waving banners of wel­
como. 

Tradition relates that tho various Indian tribes Jong hold this Valley 
saorcd ns a neutral hunting ground. Tho growth of forest trees was pr~­
vontcd by annual flrlngs at tho close of tho hunting se~~,.,n, nnd thus its 
fertilo soil by cnoh returning summer would spread tho waving grnss over 
nll its plains, and tho flowti:ring dogwood, tho redbud, nzalin, rhododendron, 
nnd laurel would crown nll its hills with beauty. Lowing herds of buffalo, 
tho stately elk, and tho graceful d~er in countless numbora found their fa­
\·ourite haunts among tl10 green pastures andJ>.gsido tho still•wnters of this 
beautiful \'est.al land. Like tho classic isle of Louce, it was n modern mys­
ium, whore tho forest warriors, elsewhere fo"J, might bore in perfect truce 
pursue together tho pleasures of tho chase. Here tho wanderers found a 
genial home, and within a short score of years folJowing their first p,er­
manent settlement in 1782, spread along the banks of the Opequon and 
Oodar creek in tho Northern portion of the Valley, and soon over aU the 
waters of tho Oohongoruton, and fnr up its branches to tho triple forks of 
tho silvery Shornndo.* Pressing on Southward and ,vcstward, they sot• 

• Originnl Indian nnmo for Shuna1ulonh, or II Silver Water." 
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tied the sources of the James and Roanoke, the Greenbrier, and the head 
waters of tho Holston . . 

Tho go,·ernment of Virginia witl1 n wise policy encouraged these infant 
settlements by liLoral grunts of' choice lands, total exemption from taxation 
for a term of yeal'S, and guaranty for freedom in ull their forms of roligous 
worship. ~rhus was secured for tho f1·on'.ier a bold and hardy and loyal 
people, n palisade of defence in savage warfare, and a proper nursery for 
Jlioncers to 1msh her empire ,v estwnrd to the inviting valley of tl1e Mis­
sissippi. 

Tho mountain boundaries of this isolated Jnnd stood as obstacles alike 
to visitors from abroad, and wanderers from their own folds. Settled in 
clusters of families of the same faith and fatherland, strangers to all otber'J 
on this side tho broad Atlantic, t110ir social desires wore satisfied solely 
within tho confines of their own new homes. The luxuriant soil, and abun­
dant game of tho forests, afforded in profusion tho comforts of their simple 
life. · The pack-horse now and then wending n solitary way across rugged 
mountains and through trackless forests to the distant cities of Newcastle 
or to ,Villiamsburg, "when they needed money to pny tl1eir quit-rents,"* 
measured their commercial intercourse with the outside world. 

'l'hey could ho but a peculiar people. With all the piety, they had 
nono of tbc ascetic sanctity of the Puritan; with a jealous sense of 
honour, they had sometliing like tl10 chivalry of the Cavaliers, yet with­
out wealth they· escaped the enervating influences of luxury. The common 
sacrifices of nil their fortunes in long contests with the oppressor in tl1eir 
native country loft all poor· alike, and n common suffering and kindred sym­
pntllies subdued all soci'!!.-.!!Jstin"tions. Their untiring struggles for free­
dom of tl1ought and life, " bequeathed from bleeding sire to son," had 
brought through succeeding generations a. physical nud mental training 
that made tl1em inde}!cndcntJ11 spirit, self-reliant in strength, and "hardy 
as the Ncmean lion's nerve." Truotypes of their ancestral Scottish char­
acter, which ever s11ows to most advantage in adversity, and has been well 
likened to tho sycamore of their native hills, thnt scorn& to be biased in its 
growth by sun or wind or tempest, but sl1oots its branches defiantly in every 
direction, shows no weather-side to tho storm, and is broken before it will 
ever bend. 

Ueligious observance, if not innate, was at least tl1eir second nature. 
Like faithful Abraham, they built the altar wherever they piwhcd the tent. 
The .Bii>le mostly furnished their library of faith and of philosophy, en-

• Deposition (in oltl chnncory suit in Augusta) of Mrs. Greenlee, daughter ·or 
Ephrnlm McDowell, the tlrst permanent settler in Rockbridge, and ancestor or 
Go\'crnor McDowell. 
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closing Rouse's version of Da,·id's psalms for their poetry. Every tradi­
tion extant shows how these sacred words were interwoven like golden 
threads in nil their daily discourse. When tho captive survivors of tho 
Cnrr's Creek massacre, in this (Uockbridge) county, reached tl1e Shawnee 
towns on tl10 banks of the Muskingum, the Indians in cruel sport called on 
them to sing. Unappalled by the bloody scenes they had already witnessed, 
and the fearful tortures awaiting them, within that dark wilderness of 
forest where nil hope of rescue seemed forbidden, undaunted by the fiend­
ish revellings of their savage captors, they sang aloud with tho most pious 
fervour from the 187th Psalm, as they oft had done in more hopeful days 
within the sacred walls of old "Timber Ridge Church" : 

"On Babel's streams we sat and wept when Zion we thought on, 
In midst ther.cof we hanged our harps the willow trees among, 
For then n song required they who did us captive bring, 
Our spoilers called for mirth and said, n song of Zion sing." 

From this very familiarity with these snored psalms, it may well bo 
fea.red they did not always apply them in such sanctified use ns expressions 
for solace in sorrow; but in tho fu11ness of heart in other emotions, the 
mouth 111igl1t welJ speak these ready words, and naturally enough in the 
confidential language of fiiithful love. A lineal descendant tolls how his 
nncestor, when a disconsoJnte Jover because not allowed to visit the lady of 
his heart from tho opposition of her parents, contrived still to interpret his 
love by tho words of the sweet singer of Israel-" closing the correspond­
ence" with tho stanza from the 03d psalm :-

11 Oh daughter take goocl heed, incline and gh•e good car, 
Thou must forget thy kindrecl nil, and father's house most dear, 
1'hy beauty to the king shall then delightful be, 
And do thou humbly worship him, bcc>uuso thy lord is hc,11 

On this 11int she noted, and returned to "the king" lier answers in kind:­
On a concerted day the daring lover dashed before tho bouso on n strong 
charger, and in full view of "brothers and kinsmen and alJ," like another 
Lord Lochinvar : 

"So light to the croupc the fair Indy ho swung, 
So light to the imddlc Lefore her he sprung, 
Shu is won, they nrc gone, over bank, bush, nml scnur, 
They'll have fleet steeds to follow tl,at young Lochinvar." 

They had constant controversies over doctrines and texts of tho Dible. 
The oldest newspaper extant in Augusta county, contains an advertisement 
by a lay member of tho II StotJC Church," appointing a day on which he 
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proposed to discuss his tenets in regard to a certain text, and inviting all 
who differed in opinion to meet him then and there. 

When these men commenced a controversy it was c,·cr mos, stoutly and 
persistently maintained; for they were seldom convinced against their will, 
and if vanquished, would argue still. An old residcn't of Hay's Creek, 
in Rockbridge county, contended all his life for his particular theory, as· to 
what tribe of Indians were interred in the. mound on that Creek; and on 
his death-bed made it his most solemn request to be buried on tho hill 
facing the Indian graves, that he might, ll8 he said, be "the first to see the 
truth of his theory estabUslml at the resurrection." 

Tho ministers of the Gospel wore true exponents of their people's char­
acteristics. The Rev. John Craig, a l\Iastcr of Arts of the University of 
Edinburgh, was for onc-tl1ird of a ccntm·y pastor of the" Augusta Church." 
Ho walked five miles to service on every Sunday, and in time of the Indian 
troubles carried a rifle on his shoulder. "Preaching" commenced at 10 
o'clock, A. M., and with a recess of one hour at midday, was continued till 
sunset. One of his sermons, still extant, is divided into fifty-five heads. 
\Valking ever in the example of t11c upright man of David's psalm, ,he 
" spoke truth in the heart," and was " moved not" oven in the least thing, 
from tho straigl1test line of integrity. In choosing the site for n church, the 
congregation disregarded his opposition, and tho "Tinkling Spring'' was 
selected; whereupon l1e declared that "none of that wnter should ever 
'tinkle' down his throat;" and for thirty years he kept his word,-and 
through his long sermons, in the parching summer days, never once allaying 
his thirst with a drop from that cool and limpid spring-

11 For though he promise to his hurt 
He mnkes his promise good," 

Brave and patriotic, after Braddock's disastrous oxpcdition had left the 
Valley exposed to the raids of tho ruthless savages, and tho helpless in­
habitants in utter con·sternation were councilling safety in flight, his Journal, 
yet extant, snys, "I opposed that scheme ns a scandal to our nation, falling 
below our brave ancestors, making ourselves n reproach among Virginians, 
a dishonour to our friends at home, nn evidence of cowardice, want of faith, 
nnd noble Christian dependence on God, as able to save and deliver from the 
heathen; and withal n last.ing blot forever on all our posterity." He advised 
the building of forts in convenient places for refuge. His appeal and 
example bad its effect, "for my own flock,'' he adds, "required me to go 
before them in tho work, which I did cheerfully, though it cost me one-third 
of my estate; but tho people foHowccl, and my congl'cgation, in less than 
two months, was well fortified." And they ~naintained their homes most 
bravely through all tho fiery trials of these times. Honoured forever among 
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all their posterity be the name of the noble and pious old patriot! Survi­
ving the· subsequent struggles of his adopted country for tl1e freedom he so 
dearly prized, ho fell at last like fruit fully ripe, but mourned by all, and 
leaving a memory to be reverod, and examples of life and faith that like all 

-
11 the actions of the just 

Smell sweet, and blossom in the dust." 

Let him be taken as the type and ante-type of tho Presbyterian prcacl1crs 
of the Valley, for time will fail to tell of Brown, and "rilson, nnd ,vad­
delJ, and Scott, arid Graham, and many others; moo of thorough learning 
and approved piety, whose names their descendants should not wmingly Jct 
die, whose appeals for patriotism will echo in tl1is )and while its everlasting 
hills abide, whoso lesssons of piety nnd faith will ho effectual for tim~Lnnd 
for eternity, whose canonized memory wiH remain among their successors 
as a monument forever, and stand before them like that lofty "tower which 
David builded for an armory, whereon there hang a thousand bucklers,­
shields of mighty men." 

A description of the old covenantcrs of Scotland, in "Burnett's Own 
Times," will, in many particulars, singularly iJJustrnte the life of the 
Scot-0h-Irish sett.1crs of this Valley, and show nn unadulterated descent, and 
most tenacious maintonanco of the custor~s of their ancestor~ Bishop Bur­
nett can scarcely bo ac<'uscd of partiality, ancl amidst aU his charges of af­
fectation, fanaticism and cnth.usiasm, we may well believe he gives a faithful 
picture of tho old covenanting congregations of his day, by its strong 
family likeness to the early PNs>,tcrian congregations of t.his Valley. Of 
the covenanting ministers cjcct-0\l by tho Glasgow Act, ho writes, "they 
were a grave and solemn sort of people. Their spirits wore eager, and 
their tempers sour. But they had an appearance that created respect. 
They used to visit their parishes much ; wertJ full of ,Jhe Scripture, were 
ready at extempore prayer, and had brought tho people to suoh a degree of 
knowledge, that cottagers and servants would have prayed extempore. 
Their ministers brought their people about them on Sunday nights, where 
the sermon was talked over; and every one, women as well as men, were 
desired to speak their own experience; and by these means they had a 
comprehension of matters of religion greater than I have seen among people 
of that sort anywhere. The preachers went all in one tract, of raising 
observations on points of doctrine out of their text, and proving these by 
reasons, and then of npplying those, and showing tho uso that was to be 
made of such a point of doctrine, both for instruction and terror, for ex­
hortation and comfort, for trial of themselves upon it, and for furnishing 
them wit.h proper directions nod helps. And this was so met~odioal that 
the people grew to follow a sermon quite through every branch of it. As 
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they lived in great familiarity with their people, and used to pray and talk 
oft with them in private, so it can hardly be imagined to what a degree 
they were loved and reverenced by them. They kept scandalous persons 
under a severe discipline : for breach of Sabbath, for an oath, or tho least 
disorder in drunkenness, persons were cited before tlle church sc~ion, that 
consisted of ten •or twelve of the chief of the parish, who, with tho minister, 
bad this care upon thcm,-:rnd were solemnly reproved for it." 

'l'he unexplored records of the courts held for Augusta county, at Staun­
ton, and tho church-warden's buok for Augusta parish, furnish materials, 
scanty as they are, that illustrate tho lives and characters of this peculiar 
people. J?or the purposes of history these records arc necessarily insuffi­
cient, but give here and there in the technical and curt recitals of court 
proceedings some incidental cotemporancous facts which can be confirmed, 
explained and expanded from other sources; while around them all the 
mellow ligl1t of tmdition still fnlls to impart to these quaint old papers 
something of the sanctity and value of tho illuminated manuscripts of the 
middle ages. 

Tho court of Orange county lmd jurisdiction, and i~ Clerk's office was 
for a whole decade the depository of tho title deeds, nnd such other papers 
pertaining to this territory ns indispensable necessity required to be re­
corded. In the year 1788 all Virginia ,vest of the Illuo Ridge, was laid 
oft' into two counties, ca1led Frederick and Augusta, in honour of the Prince 
of " 1ales, and t110 Princess Augusta. Frederick embraced tho North­
eastern portion of tho Va1loy, while Augusta extended throughout tho \Vest 
u to the utmost limits of Virginia." The inhabitants were exempted from 
"aU public levies for ten years;" but in -1/42, "at the humble suit of the 
inhabitants of Augusta," an Mt passed "appointing James Patton, John 
Christian, and John Buchanan to levy a tax on each tithable, to pay for de­
stroying wolves, relieving the poor, building bridges, and clearing roads.,,.. 
within said county.,._ 

Tho church-warden's book for tho Parish of Augusta, commences early 
in tho year 17 46. It was doubtless difficult, if not impossible, at that date 
for tho freeholders to find "twelve able and discreet men of tho county" 
from choice 1, conformable to the doctrine and discipline of tho church of 
Bngland" t.o scno as their vestry. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
probably all of tho vestry elect were "dissenters," and certainly some of 
tho number who continued as vestrymen for the succeeding quarter of a 
century, wore all tho time ruling ·elders in the Presbyterian churches of 
Augusta. 

In that day of little sectarian excitement between Protestant denomina­
t;ons, it was not so unusual in any part of Virginia. to find dissenters take 
with the oath of secular office n declaration of conformity to the doctrine of 
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the established church, and yet retain their connection with dissenting dc­
nomiuations. · The first twelve yestrymen elected by the freeholders of 
the county in 1746 were all, perhaps, descendants, and somo bore tho 
family names of conspicuous Presbyterian covcnnntcrs of Scotland; and for 
over twenty years no notice by the vestry or the Assembly is taken of the 
fact of their being non-conformists. The usual oaths of conformity were 
meantime taken, but tho vestrymen remaining zealous dissenters. But on 
the 21st of November, 1767, tho following appears on the vestry book:. 
" Ordered, that u minute be taken that the following yestrymen lrnth sub­
scribed a declaration in Y cstry, to he conformable to the doch'ine and dis­
cipline of tho Church of England, according to Jaw, viz: Col. John Buch­
anan, 1\Ir. Geo. l\Iatthows, l\Ir. James Lockhart, Mr. John Buchanan, 1\Ir. 
John Archer, l\Ir. John ~go, and 1\Ir. ,vm. Fleming, and enter their dis­
sent against Mr. Israel Christian's signing tho proceedings of this V cstry, 
as 110 refused signing tho declaration in V cstry." Tho /flrocccdings were 
signed by all as before, but on tho "21st November, 1780-it is ordered 
that l\Ir. Thomas Madison ho chosen vestrymnn iu room of Capt. Israel 
Christian, and Capt. J>ctcr Hog in room of l\Iaj. Uobt. Breckenridge, tho 
said Ilreckenridgo and Christian having refused subscribing to the doct.rine 
and discipline of tho Church of Er:gland." (ijigned) ,vM. PRESTON,* 
Clerk of Vestry. 

In November, 1769, tho Assembly paff fn °Aot "dissolving tho Vestry 
of the Parish of Augusta," because "it is represented that a majority of 
the V cstry are dissenters, &o.," and ordering "an election of twelve new 
vestrymen." But this .Act seems to lmvo been totally disregarded by 
tho "fa·coholdors," tho same vestrymen continuing in office long after. 
The office of vestryman was in effect not a religious one, but siwpJy to dis­
charge tho duties of n magistrate of police, of overseers of tho poor, to iay 
tho county levies, and to collect fines for " swearing," " drunkenness," 
and other "foiblos," which official duties from the frequenoy of their "re­
turns," must l1avo occupied no little of their surplus time. The Y estry 
was finally dissol\'cd during tho revolutionary war. 

Tho first court for Augusta county wns held at Staunton on the 9th of 
December, 1745. Tho magistrates and officers were appointed by the 
Crowr, of .England, through tho Governor of' the colony. Tho court w}1en 
once organized went to work with a will, and, true to Scotch-Irish instincts, 
seem to bavo executed with a special vengeance tho Act of Good Queen 

• 11 .Maj. Brcckcnridgo" wns ancestor or the Dreckcnritlgcs or Kentucky, and II Whl, 

Preston" ancestor or William C. Preston, or South Carolina, Geo. Matthews was 
nftorwnrds Governor nn<l United States Senator of Georgia, and Wm. Fleming an 
noting Governor of Virginia. 
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Anne, "for the effectual suppression of yicc, and punishment of wicked 
blasphemers and dissolute person." 'I'his Act seems to have been construed 
by them as cumulative of the divine decaloguc, tho "presentments" being 
made mostly in tho order of the offences therein denounced. And the 
court meted out to unfortunate offenders the full measure of the law, in all 
its bearings. Some extracts, taken nt random through a series of years 
from the records, will illustrate nt once tho character of the courts, and of 
the people. 

"May 17th, 1746.-The grand-jury, by James 'J'rimble, foreman, made 
the following 'presentment,' " ( among others similar : ) 

"Robert Harper, for being drunk, and swearing 8 proplw11c oaths." 

"Col. Thomas Chew, (n lawyer,) and John n~amham, (deputy sheriff,) 
as common swearers." · 

"J nmes -, Js a disturber of the common peace of the neighbours 
hy carrying lies; nnd also as a common l!Jer." 

'' Valentine SeY.er,* for swearing 6 prophane oaths." 

"Johr Bra11,ham, ~ (deputy Sheriff,) for prophcrncl!J desiring 
God to damn Capt.. George Uobinson and bis company." 

"Edwnrd Bogle, for dam.niP,g lhe court., and swearing four oaths in 
thei_r presence," was "put in the'Jtocks fot two hours, and fined 20 shil­
lings." 

".November 28th, 1750.-Tho Grand Jury present-0d (among others) 
Samuel Hutts, for breach of the Sabbath in singing prophane songs." 

"James Framo, for n breach of tho Sabbath in unnecessarily travelling 
ten miles." 

"Jaoob Coger, for breach of the peace by driving hogs ovor the Blue 
Hidge on the Sabbath day." 

Very many prescntmenta were for "being drur,k," and the fines, there-. 
fol', averaged about 5 shillings-such appearing to lmve been about the 
market price for tho privilege. Where the opportunity for tho expensive 
luxury was afforded may be inferred from the following orders of court, 
establishing rates for ordinary-keepers in 1740, 1747, and 1748: 

" Ordered, that tho several and respective Ordinary-keepers in this 
county do sell and entertain accordi'ng to the under-mentioned Rates, and 
that they presume not to take or demand more of any person whatever-

• Father oCGen'l John Se,•ier, Governor of'l'cnnessee, and of the revolutionary 
11 State or Frankland." 
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For a l1ot clict, ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ........... ,. ..•.... • ....... . 
'' Col,l clic't,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... , .............. . 
11 Lodging, with clenn sheets, ....•......••.•••..•.••.••.•.• 
" Lo1lging, with Fenther-bed nml clean sheets,..... • .•••.•••• 
11 Stnbledgo nncl fotldcr, n night,... . • . . . . . . • . • • • • • . • • • • • • . • . 
" Corn or oats, the gallon, ••••.•••••••.•••.•••••••.•••••.••. 
11 ~ladcrin win<', the <JIIIHf, ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 

11 P111wh, the qnnrt, with whilt sugnr,-threc gills of Rum, ,nnd so 
in proportion for n greater or lesser quantity, •..•..••.•.. 

" Ditto do with brown sugur, ••.•.••.• 
11 Rum and nil corilial 11pirits, the gallon, ••••.••••• , .•••.•••• 
11 Whiske}', the gallon, and so in proportion, (well made,) •••••• 
11 \\'hii;h-y punch, the quart, with ti•hite sugar, •••••••.•••.••• 
" Ditto do b1·011m sugar, ..••• , i •.••••••• 

" Virginia ale, tho gallon, an,l so in proportion, ..•••• , •••.• 
11 Cider, the gnllon. Bottled or otherwise, .••.••••••••• , ••••••• 
" Apple or pt'nch Brnn,ly, the gallon, ....................... , , 
" New England Hnm, the gallon, ••••••••••••. • ••••••••..•••. 
11 Frc11C'h Brandy, the gallon,... • • • • ••••. , •••.••• , ••••.•• , •• 
" Sangnrec, tho qunrt, .. ..............•.•.. , . . . . . . . • . . .... . 

" , Port ,vine, the ,1unrt,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .. , ........... . 
" Cla, ct, the quart bottle, • • .•••• .............. •' ......... . 

£ 

00 
00 
00 
·oo 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 

. 00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

s. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 

1 
1 
:, 
6 
1 
0 
1 
2 
2 
1 
:, 
0 
0 
0 

11 Jo11N l\JA01soi,-1 CJ. Curim.11• 

Ii 

d. 
9 
6 

3 
3! 
6 
6 
0 

3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
6 
0 
7j 
76 
7j 

Tho court, nfter nrrnnging such n bill of fnrc ns tho foregoing, oou)d but 
ho lenient on occasion to such ns were unwarily led into temptation, ~nd 
we find the foJlowing entry in point : 

"Mny 17th, 1758.-Order'd, thnt yo p1 csentm't ng'st Patrick Shil'key 
for being drunk be diiunisscd-tho court being of opinion that it was inad. 
vortcnt)y done, ho being nn honest fcJlow." 

"'hntcvcr c)sc might ho said of this county court, it cannot be aJlegcd 
they were anywise wnr,ting in tho virtue of loyalty, as tho foJlowing and 
other like entries on their 1·cc:ords will show : . . 

"Feby: 10th, 1740.-1'ho Court being informed that James l\IcCluno 
. hath spoke treusonnble words, it is ordered thnt tho sheriff bring him be• 
fore tho Court to nnswcr for tho snmo.'' 

'' Mny 17th, 1740.-Jneob Cnst)c being necused by tl10 onth of Adam 
Hnrmnn for threatening to goe over to nnd Le aiding and assisting to the 
French ngninst his Mnjesty's forces, ns nJ>penrs by prcceJ>t under tho hand 
of John lluchn11nn and George Uobiuson, gentlemen, it's Ol'dorcd that the 
sheriff take the said Cnstle into custody." 

2 
•·Father of Bishop .Mnclison. 
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"Nov. 27th, 1751.-Thc Grand Jury present Owen Crawford for drink­
ing a health to l{ing James '(the Pretender)' nnd rofm3ing to drink a 
hculth to King George." 

Owen found it good for his own "henlth" to leave tho county before the 
trial could be held, nnd tho presentment was dismissed subsequently "on 
motion of the King's Attorney." 

"March 17th, 1756.-Frnncis Forguson being brought before tl1e court 
by wannnt under the hand of Uobert .McClunahan, gent., for damning 
Robert Dinwiddie, Esqr.," (then Governor of the Colony,) "for a Sootch 
peddling pnppy"-was found ~uilty, but "excused on apologizing and 
gi \'ing security to keep the peace." 

Tho Court, morco,•c1·, seems to have hnd ns loyal nn appreciation of its 
own dignity, as would appear from more than one order akin to tho follow­
ing concerning one of its "female suhjcc~," who must herself hnve 
been n lineal descendant of tho famous Janet Geddes, of Gray Friar's 
memory:-

" l\Jay 17th, 1754.-Annc, wife of---, Jmving come into court, 
and abnsed William Wilson, Gent., one of the Justices for this County, by 
calling him n rogue, and that on his coming off the tench 'sl10 would give 
it to him with the Dcvil'-it's ordered thnt tho sheriff take her to the 
ducking st-:,ot/' 

This ~mposing Court hnd jurisdiction oYer a territory comprising nil the 
countfos of Western Virginia, (except llredcrick,) and also what now 
constitutes adjoining Srotcs; its jnil was filled with _ offenders from as far as 
the city of Pittsburg, now in Pennsy~vania.· The court usually mot at 7 o'clock 
in tho morning and sat till night. As cm·iosity may well exist to know 
something of tho state in which these dignitaries of the British Crown 
were accustomed to sit, it nrny fortunately be gratified by tho following 
extract from one of its Grund Jury presentments : 

'' At n court con'd and held for Augusta county, May 21st, 1748." 

" 'l'he grand jury made the foUowing presentment : 
"We hnvo viewed nnd J1~xamined this Court-house and prison, and find 

the c·ourl,houso to be thirty-eight foot three inchl's Ion~, and eighteen foot 
three inches wide in tl10 elem·, built with logs hewed on both sides, not laid 
close, some of ,.the crncks between the logs quite open, four or five inches 
wide nnd four or fivo feet long, anti some stopped with chunks and clay, but 
not one quite close : two small holes cut for windows, but no glass nor shut­
ters to them; the inside not finished nor fitting for his Majesty's Judi­
oaturo to sit.. 1'he Jury Rooms too s11111II nnd not furnished with tables, 
benches, &c., fitting for n grand nnd 11ctty jury to sit; and no (>art of it 
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finished ns it ougl1t to be, excepting only tho roof, wJ1ich was lately re­
paired. 

" The prison to be twenty-two feet three inches long, and seventeen feet 
three inches wide, from out-side to outside, built with square Jogs near one 
foot thick, holes at ye corners and elsewhere two or three inches wide, nild 
so poorly do\'e-tailcd at the corners, that it would be a very easy matter to 
pull it all down. The chymncy that was formerly built in a very poor 
manner, now part of it is down, so that there is an open way to the roof 
which a man might easily break with his foot or bands. 

"For which reasons wo present thorn." 
. ",v M. CHRISTIAN, foreman." 

Although George ,v ythe, tho Pondletons and. others "qualified and took 
their places at the bar," as lawyers, some as·early as 1747, they do not ap­
pear to have been regular practitioners; and the people seem to hare been 
at more inccnvenicnco for lawyers then than is now tho case at the Staun­
ton bar, as w~uld appear from the following order of court: 

"August 28th, 1751.-0n petition of Andrew Ilird, &o., that James 
Porteus in his lifetime brought suit for him against Peter Scholl, and that 
said SohoJI hath ,·,nployed Gabriel Jones nnd John Harvie, Gents., tho only 
attornies thut attend this bar, and praying that one of said attornics be as­
signed him. Ordered thut John Harvie, Gent., be assigned," &o. 

An order of com i wai; entered as ~arly as February 12th, 1746, which 
docs not appear ft·om the r<1cords to · have ovt11· been rescinded, and the 
court at the present day might find it profitable, as a sourco of re\·cnue at 
least, and of' consternation to tho bar, to enforce. It is to be hoped the 
necessity for such an order is no greater now than it should have been then 
with their only two attomcys. 

"Febru!lry 12th, 1746.-0rdercd that any attorney interrupting an­
otl1er at tho bar, or spenking when ho is not employed, forfeit five shil­
lings." 

Gabriel Jones was tho first, and for years the only lawyer residing in the 
county. He Jh•cd near the present town of Port Uepublio, (in Uocking­
ham county,) and the road he travelled to court was opened, in 1 HO, by 
an order for "lnying off n rond from tho clerk•s office,, (long kept at Port 
Republic) "to the court-house," and is still known as "the luwycr's road/' 
His influence with tho court was naturally great-, and ho was justly regarded 
as indispensable. It is a cUl·reut tt·adition that tho Jato J udgo Holme,, 
when a young mnn, hlischicvous and witty, once as opposing counsel pro- . 
vokcd Mr. Jones into such a furious pnssion that 110 bccamo very profane. 
The court consulted long as to what should be done; to punish II Squire 
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Jones" wns out of tho question, but tho dignity of tho boncl1 and tho 
majesty of the luw had to be prcscn·cd, and fir.ally tho pn•siding justice 
pronounced as the decision of the court, "That if Mr. Holmes did not 
quit worrying :Mr. Jones, nnd making him swear so profanely, then l\Ir. 
Holmes should be sent to Jail." 

The county levies, as laid by the courts, arc also suggestive of historic 
incidents: 

On the 20t11 N ovcmbcr, 17 46, tho levy was laid on 061 tithablcs, at 
"84 pounds of tobacco, or 2 shillings and 1 penny per poll." In 1747 the 
levy was on 1070; in 1750 on 2122; in 1752 on 2817 tithablcs. 

The usunl subjects of county expense wcro "premiums on wolves' 
bends,"-" snlary of the deputy attorney of tho king,"-(Gubricl Jones)­
,, Burgesses' wages,"---(James Pntton)-and the following as a standing 
item, viz: " 'l'o Hobert l\IcClcnahan to find small bzer; candles; to keep 
the court-house in order; to find staUcd9e tor J usticcs',· attornics', and offi­
cers' horses, 1600 pounds of tobacco." 

Ju a levy made November 10th, 1755, arc tho following items: 

"To John Harrison for burying some Robbers by l1im killed ; and for 
expenses to Dr. Lynn for dressing the wounds of one of them, 640 pounds. 
"To John Harrison for going for n coroner, and other expenses about the 
above mentioned Uobbers, 310 pounds of tobacco." :Making nbout 810 in 
money for the complete job-and no further notice appears on the records 
concerning this killing of " some Robbers." nut at n court held previ­
ously, \'iz: February 10th, 1761, is this entry, "Tho petition of John 
and Ueuben Iforrison, praying a reward for killing two persons under tho 
command of Ut('s Pel'kins, who wore endeavouring to rob then), was read 
nnd ordered to ho certified." 

From these, and other frequent entt-ies concerning "Utes Perkins and 
his followers," it is obvious, that during 11e,·eral years about thut duto there 
was an organized band of robbers within tho then limits of Augusta 
county. It is not known that any tradition is extant concerning tho mat­
·ter. In 1744 an Act of .A&icmbly was pnssed, "to punish horse-stealing, 
and receivers of stolen cattle and horses," and recites in ono section that 
"tho crime of horse-stealing is of Into years much inc1·cnscd, especially· 
in the frontier counties of this" colony," &c., &e. 'J'his hos reference doubt­
les.~ to Augusta, and it is probable that "Perkins and his company" 
were principally horse thic,·cs, m, entries show that they generally ap­
peared with horses in possession. 

The sheriffs' returns upon unsatisfied executions were likewise illustrntivo 
of the times. Discarding such clnssio technicalities of tho profession ail 
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"Nulla bona," and "non est inventus," and t.l1e like, they adopted a more 
practical and pointed style. A few specimens must. suffice : 

"August 16t-h, 1149.-0ur Soverdgn Lord tlw King vs. Sam,'/ Stal­
nalet·r, ca. sa.-Not executed by reason of buuncss of the weather and 
ftesheta. 

"Ro. BnECKINIUDOE, D. S." 

"Elliott vs. Johnso11.-Not executed by reason of tho flux being in the 
house. 

"Ro. IlRECKINIUDoE, D. S." 

"N ov'r, 17 52.- JVi'lliams YS, JJulger.-N ot executed by rM\son of an a.1rn. 

"JOIIN Li<.WIS, D. S." 

'' May, 1753.-TI't'!lt'ams vs. JJulger.-Not executed by reason of n gun. 

"J. LEWIS, D. S." 

"Nov'r, 1750.-Not executed by reason tho defendant outrodc me, so 
that I could not catch him. 

''SAMPSON l\!ATTBF;W!J. D. S.'' 

"Feb'y, 1758."-Yery many returns are mall~. "Not executed by 
reason tho river is not rideable. 

., "' M. Bo WYER, D. S." 

"Feb'y 1763.-Rced vs. O/c11de,.ing.-Not executed by reason the fellow 
gave me heel play. 

"GEOROE SKILLERN, D.S."* 

·'Nov'r, 1702.-l'otrng '\"S. Greer.-Not cx'd .. Issue this against cousin 
again, nnd perhaps nft-0r next court we may have better lucld 

"G. SIULLERN, D. S." 

Ilut tho "luck" seems to liave remained with "cousin" throughout, 
judging by tho following returns in tho samo caso: 

'' Feb'y, 1703.-This is my friend's-issue it agnin, and I sliall stol'm liis 
castle ouco moro. 

"GEO, SKILLERN, D.S." 

June, 1768.-Issuo this n~ninst the body once more, and I wiU lie nt his 
house nil night but I will have him. 

"GEO. SKILLERN, D. S." 

Tho sheriffs were nJso O\'identJy disposed to exercise equity powers "on 
horseback" in those days, ns tho following returns would indicste: 

"Scliall vs. Miller.-Executcd, but it is wrong. Mr. Jones can inform 
you. . ,v.M. LusK, D. S.'' 

• AflerwarJs Gen'I Skillom of the Re,•olutlon. 
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"Dcc'r 22d, 1756.-Ramsau vs. R11rto11.-Not executed by rcnson tho 
defondnnt produced his receipt from Ismcl Christian, Gent., for £80, on 
nccount of n judgment obtained by said Christian and John Ramsay agnin11t 
the deft.; 'and R. ,v. Rcnix informed me that ho wns by when Cl,rist9 gave 
tho receipt., aml Rnnumy at the snme time, who wns agreed to put n stop to 
tho suit against Burton, and that there should be no further proceedings 
Oil it. SAMPSON MATTIIEWS, Sh'ff." 

But fhis "interlocutory decree" seems to have been unavniling, as there 
was thlJ following subsequent return in the same case nt thnt term, which 
ought to have been as satisfactory as tho plea in the "cracked kettle case." 

Ramsa!J vs. Burto11.-Not executed by stress of water, and deft. swore if 
I did get over to him, he would shoot n1e if I touched nny of his estate; 
also he is gone out ot' the county, 

"SAMPSON 1'IATTIIEWS, Sh'ff." 

From 1765 to 1750-the years immediately succeeding Brnddock's dire­
ful defeat-and thence almost continuously to "Dunmore's war" in 1774-
vory many returns were substantially like tho following, and indicative of 
the dangers of tho times: 

"Nov'r, 1756.-Not executed by reason tho way was dangerous for 
· Indians. S. l\IATTIIEWS, Sh'ff." 

"Feb'y 1768.-Not, executed by reason of tho enemy Indians rnnging 
so that I can't get up where the defendant lives. 

"WM. ·BowYER, D.S." 

' 11\Iaroh 28th, 1758.-Not executed by reason of tho heathen Indians 
ranging so that I can't get up there. 

"WM. BOWYER, D. 8.11 

But these record books disclose for the history of this people n page of 
far more serious import. Brief cotcmpornneous cnti·ies on many n leaf 
indicate the dato of the dreaded Indian incursions into this va~ley-and 
lllark the places of the bloody massacres r~mcmbercd long with mourning 
among their descendants to tho tliird and fourth gencrntion. Na:1:es of 
men, and captains of companies, in numbers that will surprise their posterity 
of t.o-day, appear on these 1mges, through tho long period of thirty years, 
with short intervals of uncertain peace, as actively engaged in aggressive 
and defensive war with their wily and re)e_.t)ess forest foes. 

Stretched along the frontiers, separated by mountains and by miles of 
forcats from tho seat of their colonial government, whence only sucool'. could 
be claimed; poorly provided with means of defense, they were left in 
their own unaided strength exposed to all tho troubles engendered by tho 
long and bitter contest between the French and English nations for suprem-
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acy in tho ,vest. But they bore tho brunt most braye]y, nnd stood, witbal, 
a sure rock of defense to dash hack tho merciless wave of savage warfare 
from the he:uth-stoncs of the East. 

"Expeditions," composed of hundreds of men, appear from these records 
to have "gone out as rangers on the frontiers," ut periods of which hist~I)• 
makes no other mention than in tho few unnoticed nets of the assembly, 
which acknowledge and encourugc such scn·ices. Companies of "lfongers,'' 
"Independents," nnd "Volunteers," under such captains as the Lewiscs, 
McClenahans, Cunniughams, l'rcstons, Dickinsons, Dun1aps, Alexanders, 
and others, armed with their own rifles, and equipped at their own expense, 
penetrated the dark forest in all directions, to punish n11d disperse the 
marauding parties of 1mvages, who, for real or fnncii:id wrongs, in times 
otherwise of pence, with scalping-knife nnd torch fell upon defenceless 
families to murder and destroy, and again disappear ns stealthily as the 
panther and wolf to their distant lairs. 

Thinly settled as was Augusta in 1754, a compnny, under Cnptain Lewis, 
was sent to join the youtl1ful Washington in his first battle at t.ho Great 
Meadows. In Braddock's ill-starred defeat, in 1755, tho "backwoods rifle­
men" of Augusta, under tho eye of ,vashington, wero most effective in 
staying tho sud fortunes of that fuL,l day. In 1757, at the call of tho 
Government, a most formidable force marched from tho county to invade 
the distant country of tho Shawncse, and hnd nlrendy reached tho Ohio, 
when, to their great chagrin, they were recalled by the coloni11l governor, 
and had to retrace their perilous route for hundreds of miles through a deep 
snow and a mountain wilderness-their provisions exlmustcd, and dependent 
for food only on the gamo and tl10 wild nuts of the forest, nnd finally on the 
flesh of their pack-horses and the leather ot their rude saddles; hut the 
skill and intrepidity of their able commander, Andrew Lewis,* Jed them to 
their homes at Inst., but worn-out with fatigue and starvation. And ahrain, 
in 1758, a battalion of these hardy riflemen, under their fa\'orite lender, 
marched to tho distant banks of the Ohio, and, hearing the firing at the 
battle of "Grant's hill," they pressed on contrary to orders, and reached 
the field in time to sa\'c the defeated Highlanders from inevitublc slaughter. 
In 1760, in Colonel Bouquet's successful expedition to the :Muskingum 
towns, and all throughout ·Pontiac's Jong wnr, and afterwards against the 
Cherokees of tho South, company after company went from Augustn. And 
on tho 10th of October, 1774, tho bloody drama was at last closed in the 
utter rout of the Indian forces, in a pitched battle, fought hnnd to hand, 
'' from morn to noon, from noon to dewy eve," by over oae tbousnnd on 
either side, of these hardy forest warriors, on tho ever memorable field of 
Point Pleasant. 

• His statue is 0110 of the group for the Virginia Washington Monument. 
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Tho inclividunt diMtrcEtS thnl attended such t.imcs ns these may well ho yot 
rcmombe1·cd with horror. 'l'he familicR nnd firesides of these frontier soldiers 
on their long- expeditions wore necessarily left nlmoi,;t dcfcucelcs..~. In the 
single summer of 1758 ns many us sixty persons in tho county of Augusta 
were massacred in their homes. 'l'heir fiolds were uneultimtcd, nnd whole 
settlements were oOcn reduced almost to finnino, hut still they fought on 
brnvcly, with n patriotic dc,•otion of tho host years of their lifotimo to their 
country. It was doubtless true of mnny, ns trntlitiou yet tells of Charles 
Lewis-that very flower of forest chivalry, who fell so untimely while lend­
ing tho v1111 nt Point Pleasant-that during tho Indian wars, for ten long 
years, he was not permitted to remain us much ns u month ut nny one lime 
with his fhmily and his home. 

Though history has no sufficient record of lhcso frontier wari;, it must not 
be inferred they were any tho lcs~ t~rmidnblo. So fhr nway in the uninlm­
bitcd forci,ts, tho cnr of history could scarce catch tho sound of tho battles, 
nnd ,:o earthly eye was witnc~, snvc thut of tho wheuling Yulturc nnd 
hungry wolr, nwniting tho oxpectccl prey. 11hcy were fought only in the 
,lirest necC'.ssity for fighting, nmidst nothing but it, horrl)rs, against savnge 
foes, n fierce, umclcuting strugglo for very life nnd death, with no hoJlO for 
relief or respite in tho bitter strife, until only tho king of torrora should 
decide; fought, too, nil without tho accustomed ine<•nt.ives of other battle• 
tiolJs, nor chccrecl by fame's prophetic voice, nor "glory's thrill," which, 
more than trumpet's blast, stirs tho blootl to chivalrous deeds, elevates wur 
nwhilo nbovo its cruelties, nlmost "mnkcs t\tubition \'irtuo," nud i11s1lircs the 
soul with thnt true heroism to brn\'e-

" tho porilontt hour, 
Whntover tho shnpo In which dt'111h mny lower, 
}'or Puu: is thoro to tell who hll'cds, 
And Hoxon's t'yo murks dnring deeds," 

Iltit thoro is no need to dwell on tho hor1·ors of such warf11ro. Tho very 
to1·m Indinn-so euphonious in ih1olf-hns become n synonym with s.wnge. 
'fho thrilling talcs ol' these fonrful times, told in c\'cry nursery throughout 
this \'alloy, nwaken tho earliest fears of' our iufonoy, und "run moult.on still 
in memory's mould." 11horo is more dnngcr thnt tho inflnme<l imngination 
mny do nn injustice at once to the Indian nncl tho white wunior, nnd to tho 
oharnotor of tho contest itself, 'fho Indinn, though snv11gc, \\ns not n wild 
beast, and mercy and humanity could not bo altogether disregnrdcJ ; nor 
must tho diro scones cnnolcd bo tried by tho mies of civil warfare. l\luoh 
might bo tol<l to extenuate, if not ntono for, tho cruelties com111itlcd; much 
of pro\'oe11tion to these free-born spirits of tho forest; much to inflnmo their 
native thir:;t for vengcnnco, and but too mnny deeds of indiscriminnte 
murder, liko that which fired tho forest• born oloqucnco ot' Logan-tho 
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Mingo chief-to tcJI his wrongs· to aU coming timfs, "in tl1oughts thnt 
breathe nnd words thut burn." 'J'he untutored Jndinn, in his rude forest 
Jifo, devoid of ,;II n1otivcs to 11oftc11 or conccul his pnssionR, dii.Jllnys but tho 
common weakness of mun's nnturc in colors the moro vivid only hccnus9 on 
simpler ground. Nemesis, tho Godtlcss of Vcngcnnce, hns her ,·otnrics it\ 
o\'cry ngc nnd o,·cry clime. 

Inrnginntion nrny too well supply the horrors of this sn\'nµ-o wnrfnrc, nnd 
it would bo a more gracious tusk, if time permitted, to rclic,·o the dnrk 
shades of tho picture, nnd Jilrthcir illu1,trnt<1 the 1;tory with some of the mnny 
trnditions that show these wnrriors of nature were not to bo despised either 
ns friends or as foes. If imvngo life had vices, it wns not all do\'oid of ,•ir­
tucs. 1'heir history is full of touching incidents of mngnunimity, Ji·om tho 
romnntic tcndemess of Pocahontas in shielding the nd\'enturous Smith fhm1 
tho war-clubs of Powhutan, down to tho times und tho homelier talcs of 
genol'ous deeds towa1·ds tho settlel's of this \'ulfoy. If we shudder at their 
brutnl SJiort in making thoir cnJ>lh•es "run tJ10 gauntlet," wo cnn but llmilo 
witl1nl onr tho story of' young Schoolcrnft, who, on rucei\'ing the first blow 
ns 110 entered tho "gauntlet," turned lustily to fight tho Jndiun who struok 
him, when nil tho others nt 011cc left tho Jines, crow<lccl round tho boy, and 
encouraged him in tho eontc.st, until ho conquered the Indiun; nnd forth­
with he w11s released, to become 11 pl'i\'ill'gctl fuvorito in the tribe. At tl10 
bloody mnssncl'o on C111·r's Creek, in Rockbridge county, nn Indian, while 
scalping 1'homus Oilmorc, wns knocked down by Mrs. Gilmore with on iron 
kettle; nnothor Indiuu mn with UJllif'tcJ tomnhnwk to kiJJ her, nnd was only 
stopped by tho 0110 who lny bleeding from tho biol" sho hnd gh•cn him, cnll• 
ing quickly to him, "don't kill her, she is n good warriol';" nnd this mngna• 
nimity in n sn\'ngo suvcd her life. 

Tradition· in ~''" ~l'd111blo fhmily of Augusta tolls that t.110 bcnutlful farm 
yet in their 11os.iscssion wus Phown their 1111ecstor by nn Iudinn, in return for 
some fiwor done him Ion,; before iu tl10 woods of' Pcnnsyh·nniu, mad thnt for 
mun,v ycnrs nftcrw1mlii, wl.•en the Indinus nppcnrccl in this neighborhood for 
mmdcr nud rapine, tlrnt fi,mily was ulwnys un111olcstcu-tl1011gh ,•isitcd, ancl 
a· dmught of fl'Csh milk from tho clniry and n ,ncss of hominy invnrinbly 
de111u11dcd nnd tukcn, ns n token of pcuce. ~rho flnnilies of Uumgnrncr, 
Croft, nnd some others, obtained by h'cuty f'rom tho Indinns, J>ormission to 
settle nnd hunt upon tho l\lo11011gnheln ri\'cr; but when tho war of 1774 
corumenccd, Governor Dunmore sent n message to wum them that if they 
rcu111incd all woul<l be kill(1d, An lndinn wlio hnJ>peued to henr it delivered, 
replied most indignantly to tho mcssongcr, '' tell your king }10 is damned 
liar; Indiun no kill these men." And tho finnilics in foot remained thero 
unharmed throughout nil tl,3 horrors of thut bloody wur. 

So compnrntively silent is histol'y concerning this border warfnro, thnt few 
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apprccinto how formiduLlo wcro tl10 Indinn warriors in bnttlo. Their per­
sonal during, ferocity, and untiring thirst for re\·engo may bo known, bu~ 
they 11ro rcgnrdcll still ns ignorant savages. unskilled to comluot cnmpnigne, 
nml contend in associated armies ngninst tho truincd troops of civilized lifo. 
The fitllacy of this idea could be rendily 1-hown, but it must suffice hero to 
glnnce only nt tho chnractcrislics of tho principal chicftnins that led them 
in these wnre, nnd whoso devotion to tho h1ic.csts of their J>coplo, wisdom 
in council, skill in strat<>gy and chivalric b.1ldncss in bnttlo, hnvo left a fumo 
and "n name to other times" tlmt may welt rival tho glory of tho proudcRt 
heroes of tho worlcl. 

Tho '' grcnt, ~~mpcror }lontinc," the wnr-cliief of tho Ottowns-tho most 
inflnentinl of tho Northern tribes-was tho first who nppcnrcd in t!io hostile 
fioM nguinst tho settlers of this vnlloy. Ile was dc11cribcd by 0110 writer 
who knew him, na "a person of rcnmrkablo nrpenmnce, of singulnrly fine 
oonntcnnnce, nnd of commnnding stuture." Another says ho II hnbitunlly 
wore nn nir of princdy grnncleur ;" nnd "tho mnny nots of mngnnnimity 
which illustmtcd hiR life might hn\'o mndo him a fit comrndo for tho knights 
of tho middlo ngcs.'' Another ndds, thnt "in point of nnth•o tnlent, 
oournl{0, mngnnnhnity, nnd integrity, ho will compnro without prejudice 
with tho most renowned of oh•ilized potentates nnd conquerors.'' 

Ho first nppe'lrs in history, in l i-to, ns tho lender of tho Ind inn forces 
tlmt successfully defended tho l~rench in Detroit ~gninst nn nttnck of hostile 
tribes. In tho Acndinn wars, in 1747, ho fought with tho lfrcnch, ns tho 
lender of tl10 Indian nllics, nguinst tho J~nglish, nnd ho wns the most con­
spicuous chicft•.ain in tho dcfonco of' l~ort Duqut>sne. And on thnt ever 
memorable morning of tho 0th July, 1755, when tho orystnl wntorR of tho 
Monongnhela glittered with the sheen of Lurnishccl urms nnd brillinnt uni­
forms of tho HritiRh troops, under tho liriwo but houstful Braddock, nil 
unconscious thnt tl10 silent forests e9\'crcd with its shadows n host of hidden 
foes-it wns l1outlno who cle\'ised thnt f11hil nmbuscndo, nnd headed the 
nlllcd bnm)s of Indinns nml l~renoh thnt rushed dom1 on the do\·oted nrmy, 
"liko tho wolf on tho fold "-left oiKht hundred men lift'lcss on thnt field 
of blooll, nnd drove tho sm·vi\'or~ bnck in utter nfl'riµ-ht {I) Port Cumberland, 
'' tho fhrthcst flight," snys Smollot, (C thnt nny army C\'cr made,,. 

Tho wnr of 1708, known in history ns II Ponlino'R war," wns one of tho 
most oomprohcnsivA over conooived in ntl tho nnnnls of Indi11n wnrfure, nnd 
foll with its g1'c:,tcst fury on tho scttlon1ents of tho V nlloy, nnd throughout tho 
·west, Jlontino visited ·1n person most of tho Northern nntious, nnd his influ­
ence wns felt f'rom tlio Mizpncs of No\'n Scotia to tho Cherokees of the South. 
Moro thnn twenty tribes nssombled nt his Ol\11 in tho council of Ningnrn, 
whore his wonderful 111\turnl cloquonco, through winning appeals to tho 1nido 
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and oven tl10 superstitions or tho Indian warriors, soon enlisted nll cnthusi­
nsticnlly iu his Rf! n common eauso. 

J>ontlao, himself, plnnncd tho entire enmpnign, assigning tho time, tl10 
tribe, nnd tho war-chief to nttnek cnch one of tho English poiits on tho 
extended frontier from Cnnndn to Cnrolinn. It wns most promptly put in 
execution : nine Dritisl1 forts were surprised and captured in rapid succes­
sion, tho trading posts were nll destroyed, and tl10 <': pt.i,•cs murdered. Tho 
forLCJ which withstood the nssnu1t woro belenguerctl for weary months by 
hostile snvoges without, nnd appalled by gaunt fhmino within. l\Inmuding 
parties pusl1ed far into tho panic-stricken settlements, and committed tho 
niomorablo mnssncrcs of Muddy Creek and tho Dig Lo,·ols on tho Orc'en­
brJer nnd ltonnoko, in Virginia, nnd in one mcrcileBB slaughter dopopu­
hltcd tl10 \\'}1010 Valley of "'yoming, in Pennsylvania. 

1'his daring nnd determined war of tho red men of tho wildcrnCBS cnJJed 
forth tho utmost strength of tho colonies, and tho strongest support of tho 
mother country to conquer it. mnnlly, General Drondstrcet's succeSBful 
foray qudled tho snvnges of tho North; antl in tho South, tho bravo nnd 
skilful Colonel Bouquet, in commnnd of tlio provinoinl troops, nmong w~1om 
woro many companies from tho county of' Augusta, pushed fitr into tho 
Indian country on tl10 Muskingum nnd Oliio, nod compellotl tho savages to sue 
for penoo. llut Pontiac, scorning to como to nny tcrm11, retired to tho 
tribes of JJlinois, nncl whilo engaged in rnJlying nnothor general movement, 
wns nssnssinuted by n traitor Indian, whoso whole tribe was aftorwartls totally 
oxtorminatetl by tho Ottawas, in revenge for tho death of their groat 
ol1ieftnin. A distinguished writer snys that "tho memory of tho great 
Ottowa chief is yet hold in reverence nmong tho Indians of tho ,vest, and 
whnto,·er tho fhto which may await them, his mm10 nnd deeds will livo in 
their traditionnry narratives, increasing in intei ost ns they incronso in yenrs." 

i'ho peaoo which ensued the Jonth of Pon tine was., to tho frontier settlers, 
ono in name only. 1'oo mnny bitter memories of tho bloody war, Just olosed, 
rankled in tho savage breasts to nllow tho foU spirit of re,·engo so suddenly 
to submit at tho commnnd for poaco. Tho bonutlful "Indian Summer," 
wl1en tho briJlinnt hues of nutumhal Jcaves 1·obo tho mountains as with tho 
very banners or pence, wns tho loisuro senson of tho Indian, nnd tho licrcdi­
tnry time for his annunl hunting enrnival in those valleys. Such, too, wns 
tlto fatal limo so)eotcd for incursions by predatory pnrtics of Indians, year 
after ycnr, and their pntl\ wns so often marked by murder nnd rapine, thnt 
tho \Yhites woro provoked to as floreo rob,liations, until finally another 
"Indian war" blazed out along nil t-ho borders ot' Virginia. 

Tho Shnwncse war-chief, Cornstnlk, in youth. a follower of Pontillo, waa 
tho principal lender in this Inter wnr, nnd may bo taken as tho tyJ>o of tho 
other chieftahts1 only lcSB distinguished, but ·whom time will not rermit u., 
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to mention. In tho sphere for which ho wns designed, Cornstalk wns ono of 
Nature's mnsterpicccs-11 consistent nd,·ocutc of pence, hut a t-bu'nderbolt in 
war, bravest in notion, most sngnoious in camp, and most eloquent in counoil. 
1'ho Shuwncse, of whom Cornstulk was emperor, " bold nil other men, 
lmliuus us well us wl,ites, in contempt us warriors in comparison with thcm­
Rch-cs, nnd were nssuming nnd imperious in tho presence of nll others not 
of their nation.'' Cornstulk wns their fitting typo nnd chieftain. He is 
described us "distinguit1hcd for beauty of person, for agility nnd strength of 
frnmo, in manners graeot'ul nnd cusy, and in movement mnjcstio and 
princely." 

'l'ho fnmous bnttlo of Point Plcnsnnt, so mournfully fumiliar to the 
niomory of tho doscondant.<J of those enga~cd in it, was tho most noted 
pitched bnttlc e,·er fought with tho Indians upon this continent. Cornstalk 
commanded tho Indiun force, which was composed of over one thousand 
picked warriors, tho flower of' their tribes. Tho time nnd tho ground for 
tho bnttlo wns selt!ct~d Ly Cornstalk with tho most consummate sagacity. 
He dCEigncd to cut off by surprise tho army of Ocnerul Lewis, wbilo worn• 
out with tho fatiguo of its long march through tho mountain wilderness, 
before tho nppronohing rci11fi>rccmout uuder Colonel Christinn could arrh•o, 
and before it could form n junction with tho muin. body of Virgininus under 
Lord Dunmore, who wns mnrching leisurely uloug tho open rond of Brnd­
dock 's expedition. 'fhc bnttlo was begun nt curly Juwn, and was most 
ftJrccly fought until tho sun snnk behind tho wcst-0rn hills. An actor in tho 
scone sn~·s, "tho long lines of tho opposing armies, stretching for n mile 
between tho b1111ks of' tho Knnnwha and tho Ohio, were often within twenty 
foot ot' cnch other, nll<l for n time tho fight wus hund l-0 hund with tomahawk 
nud wnr-club and knife, in deadly struggle." Tho towering form of Cornstalk 
was constnntly seen passing rapidly nlong tho Ind inn lines, and his oloar com­
manding voice was distinctly beard nho,·o tho din of bnttlo, ohce1·ing his b1·nvcs 
with his brittle-cry, "Jb: S·moNo 1-B•: STUONO I" Ono of his wnrriors 
appearing to fnltcr1 tho stern chief, with n blow of his own tomn1mwk, was 
seen t.o clcnvo tho cownrd's skull. Nothing but tho obstinnto bravery, and 
dospm·nto courngo of Andrew Lowis, and his experienced officers and hardy 
men, could h1wo withstood this florco onslnught; but their unflinching valor 
triumphed, and tho confident Indinn wns driven bnck across the Ohio, never 
ngnin to nppcur in bnttlo a,·rny on tho unconquered soil of'. Yirginin. 

In tho conforcnccs for pcnoo which followed this bnttlo, ho extorted the 
hi~host pruiscs from tho English officers for his romurkublo eloquence. 
"When Cornstalk roso to reply to Lord Dunmore," says ColLnol Wilson, (n 
British officer present,) 11 ho wus in no wiso confused or dnuntcd, but spoke 
in a distinct nnd nudiblo ,•otcc, without sttuumcring 01· repetition, nnd with 
peculiar emphasis. His very looks, while nddrcssiug Dunmo1·0, wore truly 
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granc.1, yet graceful nnd attrncth·c." As 110 ndvnnccd nnd bccnmo excited 
his voico rose in swo_Jling oudenco until )10 could ho distiuctly heard O\'Or nil 
tho camp-ground. Colonel Wilson nddR, 11 I lm,·o Jicard tho first orators in 
Virginin-J>t1trick Henry nnd lUclrnrd Henry Lee-but no,·cr hn,·o I heard 
one whoso powers of deli\'ery surpassed thoso·of Corm;talk.'' 

The well known story of his death, whioh occurred but n few years Jnter, so 
little to tho credit of those concerned, was but ohnmoteristio of tho chicftnin 
himself. li'uithfully regarding tho treaty of pence, ho visited tho fort nt Point 
J>Jensnnt to warn tho garrison of tho efforts of llritish agents to incite tho 
Indluns to tnko up arms against tl10 Virginians in tho rovolutionnry war. 
Dut Cornstalk was detained as n Jiostago, and his son, tho young chief 
Ellinipsico, in filial devotion, 0111110 to the fort to share hi11 fltther's confine• 
mcnt. A recklcs.ci 1mrty of soldiers, infurintcd at tho murder of n oomrnde 
by a pron•Jing J.idiun, alleged to ha,·o been a oomJ>nnion of J~JJiuipsico, 
rushed to R\'cngo tftcmsclvcs on tho helpless ho11tngcs. Cornstalk seeing 
their nppronch, nnd hnving on thnt sumo morning expressed n prcscntimout 
of approaching death, rondily divined their object, aud nftcr snying ouoour­
ogingly to Ellinipsioo, 11 My son, tho Grout Spirit hns soon flt thnt, we should 
die together, nnd has sent you hca·o to Umt end, it' is his wm, Jct UH submit., 
it is nU for tho best," }10 tur11cd, undauntedly, to meet hi11 mu!do1·crs, and 
baring his bosom, rocoi\'ed so\'cn bnJJs in his body ond fcH lifeless nt their 
feet. Ho wns the Inst of n Jong lino of forest \f,nrriors since tho days of 
l'owhutnn, who, 011 Vil'giniu's soil, hnd illustrated, amidst nU their oruoltics, 
tho loftiest \'irtues of Nature's heroes; with him departed tho Hpirit and 
prestige of Indian power foro\'cr 011 this frontier, aud tho Jong nnd bloody 
drnmu was fittingly closed with tl10 scene of his death, as ho lny thus on tho 
vory field of his fomo nud his greatest buttlo :-

11 - tho lord of all 
'l'ho finest heroes; 1rninud• to wnrs; 

Qul\'orcd nnd pl1111tod, nnd litho ftll(I tnll, 
Aml scnmo,l with glorious scnrs.11 

,vith such nn c,·ontful cJoso of tho border hostilities tho settlers of this 
,•nHoy might. well hopo to roposo calmly at Jnst in tho sun-light of pcaco; 
but tho Juried flushes of these fore.st wars hn(l scn1·co fl1dcd behind tho hills 
of tho Wost, when their Enstern skies grow durk nlong nil tho horizon 
with tho gnthcring clouds of tho ro,•0Jutio11n1·y contest for their country's 
frocdom. Dut hero tho hondlnnus of Jiistory oomo into ,·io,r, and in nccord­
anco with tl10 plnn of this mldrcss, to trespass little on such well known 
ground, we but Huger awhile whcro wo mny yot gnthor some flonting tra­
ditions, or less known inoideuts, that further exhibit tho traits of this Sootoh­
lrisl, raoo. 
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Though wearied and wasted by their Jong conflicts wf th thoir forest 
foes, nnd wclcomo as rest might well havo been, still they greeted the 
coming strusrglo most cheerily, although against tho mother country and 
the most imperious power of the old world, sineo it becnmo necessary to 
scouro the rights of oonsoicnco and of liberty, which thoy nnd their fathers 
had HO long nnd over so unceasingly sought. To show tho spirit, still 
worthy of their d.:l.Sccnt., in which they ripened for the coming' revolution, 
we need but quow, so far as spnco permits, from tho "addresses" of their 
public meetin~s of tho day, not published ns yet in any formal book of 
history. AuguHta was, by this dntc, sub-divided into the counties of llote­
toul't and Fincustlo, and they who moved in theso meetings wore tho same 
men, and thoir immcdinto descendants, who came from tho heart of original 
Augusta-thut cc oJ!icln" genti'11m" for the West. 

On tho 20th of January, 1776, months beforo the famous "Mecklen­
burg Dcolnrntion of' Indcpcudencc,"-itsclf tho work of tho Scotch-Irish or 
North Carolina-tho freeholders of Fincastle, through their committco, 
consisting of Colonel William Christian, as chairman, Uev'd Charles Cum­
ings, Colonel \\'illinm Preston, Captain Stephen Trigg, l\lajor Arthur Cump­
bell, Mnjor Willinm InJ,,rliss, Cnphuns Walter Crockett, J-ohn Montgomery, 
Jumos l\l~ Gnvook, William Campbc11, Thomas l\ludison, Daniel Smith, 
William Russell, l~van Shelby nnd William Edmundson, presented an 
address to thu Continent~! Con~rcss containing these sentiments:-

" IJnd i'i not been for our remote 1dtuntion, and tho lndinn ,var in which 
we were Jntc)y engaged to chastise thcso cruel and savnb"o people for tho 
mnny murders nnd doprcdntions they committed amongst us, now happily 
terminated, wo should, bcforo this time, huvo made known our thankfulness 
for the very important sen-ices you have rendered your country. 

* * * * "We ussuro you, and nil our countrymen, that wo aro R people 
whose l1carts o,·orflow with Jove and duty to our lawful Sovereign Gcorgo III., 
whoso iJlustrious House, for soverul successive reigns, ha,·o been tho Guar­
dia~ of tho civil and religious rights and libol'tics of ll1·itish subjects as 
aottled at tho glorious Itovolution; that we arc willing to risk our lives in 
tho service of His M11je11ty for tho support of' tho l'rotcstant ltoligion, nnd 
tho rights nnd liberties of his subjects, ns they l111v\3 boon established by 
Compact, Lnw and Ancient Chnrt-Ors. Wo nro heartily grieved at tho 
ditferonccs which now subsist botwocn tho paront State nnd tho Colonies, 
and most ardm1tly wish to sco harmony restored on nn cquitablo basis, and 
by tho most lenient tricnsurcs that can be dovisod by tho henrt of man. 
Many of us nnJ our forefathers loft our native land, considering it as a 
Kingdom subjected to inordinate po, er, imd greatly abridJ?od of its Jibertios; 
wo crossed tho Atlnntio nllll explored this then uncultivated wilderness, 
bordering on many nations of Savages, and aurrountled by l\lountains nlmost 
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inncccssiblo to any but those very Snvagcs, who have incessnntly been com­
mitting barbarities and depredations on us since our first seating tho country. 
These fatigues and dangers wo patiently encountered, supported by tho 
plenslng hope of cnjoyiug those rightR nnd liberties \\·hich hnd been granted 
to l'lr91'm'a111, and were denied us in our native country, nncl of transmitting 
tlicm inviolate to our posterity; but oven to these remote regions tho hnnd 
of u11Hmitod nnd unconstitutional power hnth pursued us to strip us ot' that 
liberty and property, with which God, nature and tho rights of' hum1mity 
hnvo vested us. \Vo nro ready nnd willing to contribute all in our power 
for tho support of His .Majesty's Government,, if applied to eo11stitutiona1ly, 
and when tho grants aro mndo to our Representatives, but cannot think of 
submitting our liberty or proporty to tho power of a venal nritish Pnrliamont, 
or to tho will of a corrupt British Ministry. We by no means desire to 
shnko off our duty or nlle1,tinnco to our Jn,vful Sovereign, but on the con­
trary, shnll over glory in boing tho Joyal subjects of' a Protestant Prince, 
descended from such illustrious progenitors, so Jong !18 wo can enjoy tho free 
exorcise of our ltcligion ns J>rotcstm1ts, nnd our Libortioa and Properties ns 
llrltM, Subjects. 

'
1 13ut, if no pacific mcnsures slrnlJ ho proposed or ndoptc<l by Great Bri­

tain, nnd our oncmlcs will attempt to dragoon us out of those inestimable 
privileges, which we nrc cntitlccl to ns subjects, nncl to reduce u11 to sluvory, 
wo dcolnro thnt wo nro doJiberatcJy and resolutely determined nc,·er to sur­
render them to nny Jlowo1· upon earth but nt tho expense of our lives. 

"Those aro our real, though unpolished sentiments, of liberty nnd loy­
alty, und in them wo arc resoh·ed to live trnd die." (Am. Archives, 1775.) 

1.'ho l?reoholdcrs of Augusta county assembled f n Staunton on tho 22n<l 
day of l•'obruary, 1775, chose :Mn. ~1

110:\JAS LEWIS und 0APl' SAl\l'r, l\fc­
DO\n:r,r, us delegates to represent tlwm in Colony- Com·oution nt tho town 
of ltichmond, on tho 20th duy of Mnrch, 1776. "Instructions" were 
drawn up by Uov. Alex. Unlmnin, Sampson l\Jntthows, Cnpt. Aloxnnder 
MoClcnnohun, Michael Ilowycr, Wm. Lewis, nnd Capt. George Matthows­
portions of which arc as follows : 

" To .1lfr. Tllonur, Lru.ds atul O,'J>I. Sam'l MrDowcll:• 

"Tho CommiMioners of Augusm county, pursuant to th~ trust rc­
rosccl in them by tl10 lfrcoholdcrs of tho sumo, h,wo chosen you to 
ropresont them in c& Colony Convention, proposed to be held in lUoh­
mond on tho 20'.h l\Jorch, instnnt. 1'hoy desire thnt you mny consider 
tho people of J\.ngusta county ns impressed ·with just Hentiments of 
loyalty and allegiance to his l\fojesty, King George, wh,,se title to tho Im­
perial Crown of Great Britain 'rests on no other fou11d11tfon than tho liberty, 
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nnd whoso glory is insepnrnhlo from tho liappinclis of nil his subjects. \Ve 
J1uvo 111so u respect for tho Jmrcut stutc, which respect is founded on reli­
gion, on luw, nnd tho genuine principles of tho Constitution, On these 
principles do wo earnestly desire to Rec harmony and n good understanding 
restored between Grcnt Britain nnd .America, Mnny of us nnd our foro­
futhcri. left our nnti\'c fond, nlHl explored this once sn\'ngo wilderness, to 
enjoy the free exercise of tho rights of conscience nnd of human nature. 
'l'hcsc rights wo arc fully resokcd, with our li\'cs nnd fortunes, in\'iolubly to 
preserve; nor will we surrender such inestitnnblo blessings, the purchnso of 
toil nnd dnnger, to nny ~Jinistry, tQ nny J>arlinment, or nny body of meo 
upon earth, by whom we nro not represented, nnd in whoso decisions there­
fore we hn,·e no voice. * * * * Ami us we nrc determined to 
nrnintnin unimpaired tlrnt liberty ,vhich is the gift of Ilen\'Cll to tho subject 
of Britain's gm11ire, wo will most cordinlly join our countrymen in such 
mcusurcs, us mny be dccn11Jcl wise nnd necessary to securo nnd pcrpctuntc 
the nncicnt, just, and lcgnl l'ights of this Colony nnJ nll Uritish America, 

" As tho state of this Colony g1·t·ntly dcmnnds tlmt .Mnnufncturcs should 
ho cl}cotm1ged by every possible menus, we desire t.lrnt you use your endea­
vors tlrnt Uountics mny be proposed by tho Ce;nvcntion for tho making of 
Salt,, Steel, \Vool-C11l'Js1 Pupcr nnd Gun-Powder; nllll thnt, in the mcnn• 
time, n supply of A111mu11ition be provided for tho Militin of.this Colony. 
* * * A well rcl4ulntcd .Militia is tho nnlurul strength nnd stnLlo 
security of n frco government, nnd we therefore wish it rceommc11Jcd by 
tho Convention to the officers nud men of cnch county in Yirginin to mnkc 
themselves masters of tho militnry CXl1rcisc, 1mblisl1cd by order of his l\ln­
josty in the ycnr 1764. 

" Plucing our ultimate trust on tl10 Supremo Dii1poser of every event, 
without whose grneious intorposition the whwst schemes mny fail of success, 
~·o desire you to mo\'c tho Convention thnt some dny, which mny nppcnr to 
them most convenient, be set npnrt for imploring tho blc88ing of Ar.monTY 
Oon on such plans us humnn wisdom nnd integrity mny think necessary to 
adopt for preserving Amer,'ca, hnppy, ,•irtuous nnd free," 

Tho nddrc88 of tho J?rcchohlcrs of Botetourt, nbout the f:nmo dnto, is very 
similur in sentiment nnd construction with the for<'going, nnd concludes ns 
follows: 11 In these sentiments we nrQ determined to live mul die. "' c n110 

too sensible of tho inesti,n,lblo pri\'~lcgcs enjoyed by suhjocts undcl' tho 
Uritish Constitution, cv, ,, t > \t:'lh for n chnngo, while the fl'co enjoyments 
of those blessings cnn •<- 'i1'c1:r ,d to us; but, on the contrnry, cnn jm1tly 
bo11st of our loynlty nnd nffection to our most grncious So\'ercigns, nnd of our 
readiness in risking our Ji\'cs, whenever it bus been fol\nd necessary, for tho 
dofoncc ot' his person nml government. 

" But, should a wicked nnd tyrannical Mi,1istry, under tho sanction of n 
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venal and corrupt Parliament, persist in aots of injustio~ and violonco to• 
wards us, they only must ho answerable for tho consequences. Liberty is 
so strongly irnprcBBcd on ou·r hearts, that wo cannot think of parting with 
it but with our Jives. Our duty to Goo, oua COUNTRY, OURSELVJo;s, AND 

oult POSTERITY, all forbid it. ,v o thc1•eforo stand prepared for' o,·ory 
contingency." 

Tllcso addresses ltavo the ring of tho true metal; nnd tboy display o. 
spirit still Jiving in tl1ese people tl1at proved an unadulterated descent from 
their patriot nnccsoors of tho past. Tho same independcnoc in thought, 
resolute maintenance of right, and loyalty to a just government; but an 
over-jealous vigilance-of tyranny, bold defiance of unrighteous Jlower, prompt 
resistance of all encroachments on liberty and consoicnoc, and still crown­
ing all a constancy in faith and deep reverence for religion to shed a golden 
glow over aU their daily deeds. 

It is believed that, in point of time, tho \'cry first paper p1·csonted to tho 
continental Congress, distinctly proposing a separation ft·om tho government 
of Great Britain, was ono from this people of Augusta : but, unfortunately, 
the papc1· itself cannot now bo found. Tho very early dato ..,of tho ad­
dresses quoted, prepared by a people so remote from tho corum~ei•' and 
social l1cnrt of the colonies, as to bo tho Jast to feel the practical evils of op­
pression, proves not merely tho promptness with which tJioy macfo and mot 
the issue, but t11at t110 impulse with them was one of PRINCJPJ,E alone . 
.And suol1 glowing o\'idonco of sympathy from tho distant backwoods might 
well send an electric tbrilJ through tho breast of every patriot in their com­
mon country, uniting all in a common cause, with a common pledge to each 
other of their li\'cs, their fortunes and their sacred honor. 

From apprehensions too well justified by bitter oxporieneo in tho past, 
that tho treacl1orous Indian might forego his treaty of pence, and ngnin fall 
upon a defoncelciis frontier, few troops were taken from tho Valley in the 
early pnrt of tho Revolution : but, singly, many joined tho army; nnd 
although losing their identity as n class, became distinguished as soldioJ'8 
nnd officers-tho Lcwiscs, :Matthews, Campbolls nnd otl,crs, in tho highest 
rnnks, skilled by long service in tho bo1·dor wars, winning hn1>erishnblo 
renown in their country's 11istory. 

On tho fields of tho Cowpens and Guilford some organized companies 
from tho V ulley of Virginia wore engaged, and boro tho brunt of tlio battle 
liko vot~rnhs. Armed each with his own trusty rifle, and skilled in its use 
from earliest boyhood ; familiar with tho most perilous forms of warftm.' 
from experience with tl1eir sango foes; inspired by patriotic zeal in their 
cause, and bravo by very nature, oven if undisciplined, they must stiU 1111,·o 
been most effccth•o troops. Somo British prisoners asked, after tho bntt)e 
of Guilford, to be shown one of tho guns used by these companies, and 

8 
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viewing it* with Intensest interest exclaimed, that "God and law should 
forbid tho use of suoh deadly weapons." Tho Ucv. Samuel Houston, a pri­
vate in tho Rockbridge oorn'pany, "admits" in his Journal, yet extant•, that 
ho discharged his rifle "fourteen times "-making once for every ton min­
utes tl1~t "the contest lasted." The others doubtless did ns much; nnd 
such riflemen were nccustomcd to fire only witl1 fntal nim. It if:, yet told, 
nnd well believed among their descendants, that- these men "scarcely '1ost' 
n single bnll in nll that battle." " 7ith other light armed militin they were 
posted io the front Jines, and commenced tho action; but a panic seized the 
t.roops stntioncd ns their support, uncl the Valley riflemen were loft standing 
nlonc. 1.'rndition tells thnt Capt. Tntc, who commanded the Augusta com­
pany, mortified nt tho cowardice of the desertion, feigned not to hear the 
ordol' then sent his company to retreat, and stood his ground fighting tiU 
himself nm) grcnt numbers of his men fell dend upon the field, and 'farlc­
ton's resistless cnvnlry cut through tlicir thinned rnnks. Tho Dritisl1· Gen­
eral, Cornwallis, mado spccinl inquiry, nftcr tho bnttlc, concerl\ing "the 
robcl troops thnt ,rerc stntioncd in tho apple orohnrd and fought so furious­
ly;" ~o Ameri01m commnnder, General Greeno, afterwards snid to 
Maj. . Stunrt, of this Regiment, that there wos n time in tho fm·tunca 
of thnt dny, when, if he could only hnvo foreseen the unflinching bravery 
111nd fatal fire of these mountain riflemen, he woul<l have nnnihiluted the 
nrmy of Cornwallis. 

Tho memorable bnttlo of J{ing's Mountnin was won by 111011 of this snmo 
race; many of wl1om, like their gallant leadors-CnmpbcJl, Shelby nn<l 
Sovicr-wo1·0 born or reared in Augusta, tried in her forest conflicts, nnd 
conspicuous in the bloody battle of· Point Pleasant. The "mountain men'' 
of North Carolina and 'l'enneEt.~co were of tho enme stock; nnd it is proba­
ble tbnt all engaged in tho notion were immcdinto descendants ot' the Scot.-Oh­
Irish SQttlors. Gcnc1·ol Wm. Campbell, the ohiol' commnndor, woro upon 
the field tbo snmo trusty swol'd his Grnnd-fiithcr boro in tho Highlands of 
Scotlnnd. i'ho lending inoidonfs of tho battle arc ohnmotoristio of the peo­
ple thomsclvcs, When tho news oa1nc that J.1crguson and his formidnblo 
band wore invading thch- mountain homes, their intrcphl spirit wns aroused 
to instant 1·csistance. 'l'hoy nwnitcd not to orgnnizo nn equal army, and march 
ill solid column ngninst their fol'U1idnblc foo: nor nccdecl they any baggage 

• Tho hll'uticnl gun is in pos~eseion of John Brownleo, Ee,1.1 of AuK11st11, whorn 
fotlior horn it in the b11ttlo: it11 woi~ht h over ton pounc.ls; length of btlrrcl three 
feet, oi1tht lnl'hN•; 10111I length llvo foot; weight of bull nbout 20 to tho poumt. An 
ontry 011 tho record8 <>f tho county court ntisosses tho vnluo of tho nnns lost by the 
1lcnth of Cupt, JnmcR 'l'ntc in the unttle, \'ii: 11 l\ tiflo 1:11111, £01 n slh·or hilted 
~wort! .£7 w~:• 
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trains or camp cc1uipngo to delay nnd onoumbor thoh- movement. Tboir 
tried rifles over hung ready in their rcaoh; their ~trong steeds were saddled 
ut tho word; tho sout!d of the invader's npproncb was their oaJJ to tho fiold, 
urad their instinoth·o rallying place was tho front of tho foe. '' AU of u 
~uddcn," suys n cl1ronic)cr in }'crguson,s nrmy, "n numerous, fl~rcc nnd 
unexpected enemy sprung up in tho depths of the desert; the scnttorcd in• 
l1nbitm1ts of the mouut~tins ns.~omblcd without noise or warning, daring, woH 
mounted, and excellent horsemen." 1'ho numbers nsscmblcd reached two 
thousand, but Jest tho enemy should O\'ade them, niuo hundred of tho host 
mounted pushed on-many of the officers in tho ranks as primto volunteers­
and 1mon brought l~crguson to bay on that fatnl 1i1ountnin, "fi·om which ~c 
bouste<l thnt nll the robols from hell could not drh•o him." But, in n short 
hour tho haughty Briton nnd his nrmy wore surrounded und pressed in af­
fright upwarc.ls to tho mountain's crest; his men foJl like Jcnves before tl,.ic 
leaden hnil; tho fiery circle closed foster nround liim, nnd soon his owu wllitc 
horse cnmo onrcoring, 1·idorJoss, down tho mountain side, nnd his surviving 
troops throw down thoil' nrms in unconditional surrender. Dut now that 
t.110 \'iotory was won, tho wo1·k of this impromptu and pntriot army Willi over. 
1'ho few words of tho historian, Irving, truthfully tell tho rcmninder of the 
ohnraoteristio story: "1'his victorious army of mountain mon, did uot fol• 
low up this signal Llow. They hnd no plnn of cnmJ>aign; it was n. spontn• 
ncous rising of tho sons of tho soil to re\'ongo it on it'I invndors; and having 
effocted their purpl'sc, they returned in triumph to their homes." 

And nearer our own homes tradition lo\'ell stiJJ to toJJ of another time 
when the "sons of tho soil" rose in pntriotio nrdor to a,·ongo it on the 
threatening in,·ndor. Tho dnshing rnrJoton, at tho J1cnd of his "legion of 
devils," mounted on tl10 swift rnco-horscs, pillaged from tho stnb)cs of tho 
planters in Enstorn Virginia, swept up tho vnJJoy of Jnmcs l'i,·cr nntl the 
Uh•nnna, mndo n descent upon Chna·lottosvHJo, and into tho very portnls of 
l\Ionticello, driving tho Governor of this proud Oonunonwcalth, n rofugoe, 
into tho forests of Albemnrlo, and tho LogisJnturo in hasty flight across tho 
mountains to Staunton-tho frontier town of tJ10 Sroto. }?lusl1ed by }1is 
successes, it was thought ho would follow in pursuit nnd invado this moun• 
tnin-girt \'aJJoy, 110\'01· us yet profiancd by tho foot of n foreign foo. 
--And on ono quiet Saturdny evening, when tho rurnl inhnbitnnts wore 
resting from tho labors of tho week, nnd nm1iting witl1 accustomed rovoronco 
tho holier rest of tho coming Snbbnth, an oxpre!IB rider camo dnshing aer088 
tho mountnin with tho startling tidings t.11nt 1'nrloton wns nJrcndy ,nprronoh­
ing townrds. Uockfish Gap. ~I1ho oxpr0$s passed on his way n house \\'here 
religious sonico wns holding, and ono who was then present, and yet. Jives 
in n green old ago, tcHs with faithful memory how tho pious and pntriotfo 
pastor (Ito,•, Archibald Scott) at onco, in thrilling tones, invoked his people 
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to rally all their strengtb, and, with tboir livca in their 1umds, drive back 
tho invader. Tho wives and daughters ho hastened to their homes to help 
prepare their husbands, brotl1ors and lovers for tho defense of their firesides 
and their honor. JJy nightfall, tho men mounted on whnt horses could be 
bad, or on foot, were nll moving towards tho mountain gnp, rtrmed with their 
ready rifles, but some, for want of bott-Or weapons, canylng their mowing 
scythes amt iron-forks, saying as they went, "wo will 'turn our plough-shares 
into swords, nnd our J>runing-hooks into spears,' to meet the fovndor of our 
land." 

'fhc nlarm spread with tho speed of tho fiery cross along their ancestral 
highlands of nnciont Scoilnnd, and by early morning tho whole valley was 
in motion, not as wns their wont on thnt sacred day to gather in the houses 
of prayer, but in tho fnmilinr sentiment of their fathers, that "resistance to 
tyrnnta is obedience to God," they mnrohed forth with tbo blessings and 
under tho command of their pntriot pastors, who, on thnt day, hesitated 
not to cxchnngo tbe Iliblo and tho pulpit for the sword nnd tho saddle. 
And soon nll nlong that misty mountain's top the1·c bristled nn armed llOst 
thnt might well ha,·o dismuycd l\ stouter heart thnn 'l'arloton's. \Vo mny 
almost l,o forgh·cn tho Yanity of wishing that· ho hnd not betn tumed from 
tho attempt, well bclio,•ing, f1·om tho temper which rallied such n host, that 
tho pt·oud Tarleton would have met n resistnnco in that unconquernblo 
apirit-thnt courngo never to submit or ield-whioh would Juwo immortal­
ized our own mountain pass with n victory memorable ns thnt of tho Swiaa 
Morgnrtcn, or if defeat, itself still glorious as thnt whioh forever hallows 
tho ground whore-

" - tho unconquorocl SJlnrtnns still nro free, 
In tholr proud ohnrnol of 'l'hormopylm.'' 

No wonder ibo immortal ,vashington, over remembering tho ready 
patriotism of tho mon of Augustn, who hnd stood by his sido so valiantly 
on tho fields of his youthful fume, nnd hnd won laurels for tl1omsol\'os in an 
hundred other battles, should lmvo paid them tho tribute of recommending 
their favorit-0 lender, Andrew Lowis, for tho oommnndor-in-ol1iof of tho 
Amoricnn armies. No wonder thnt in tho darkest dnys of' tho pntriot cnuso, 
when tho bravest despaired, bo still hOJ>cfully relied on tho men of these 
mountains, nnd appointed Ute lnst rofugo and rallying-plnco for freedom's 
followers nmong tho fastnesses of Augusta. And no wonder that ho has 
lof\ tho priceless logaoy to them and their children's childl'on fo1·ovor, to 
found in thoir midst this noble Sominnry of learning, a blessing to increase 
in every rolling ycnr, a memento nt onco of his patriotism and wisdom to 
ho cherished ns long as Ms own immortal memory ondul'cs, 

Hut if time pormittod4 it might well ho shown that it was not only iu 



TOE SCOTOII-IRISII OF AUGUSTA. a; 
arms they magnified and honored themseh-es and their country. ,vhon nll 
for which they had taken tho field wn• ;on, and tho bugles sang truce at 
last, those unceasing worshippcrj! ut ti . shrine of liberty rested not until 
they bad secured from tho government of their own adoption oil their long• 
sought l'ights of religious ns woH ns eh·il liberty. True to tho sentiments 
inherited from tho highlands of Scotltlnd, nud tho shores of Ulster, tl1oy 
wore still most nrdont, nnd zealous nncl persistent 1ulvocntcs for n chnrter of 
religious freedom. 1.'ho l'rcsbytel'y of lfonotcr, hnving a largo constituent 
proportion within tJ1is volley, moved in the matter us early as 1778, and 
ngain at Timber-ridge Churcl1, in Uockbridgc, iu 17;5, aud 1n·cscnted an 
able memorial in 1770 to tho Oencrnl Assc111bly for t110 "removal of every 
species of religious as well us civil bo11dngc. 11 Again, in 1777, assembled 
nt Timber-ridge, they e11rne.stly "remonstrated ngninst n general nssessiucnt 
for nny religious purpose," declaring tJmt its "consequences aJ'e so entirely 
subversive of' religious liberty, thnt if they should occur in Virginia wo 
should bo reduced to the melancholy necessity of saying with tho Apostlos 
in like cases-' J udgc yo whether it i~ best to obey God or mnu,'-nud of 
noting ns thoy noted." In 1780 another like mcmorinl went up fl·om Oltl 
'1'ink1ing Spring, in .Augusta; nnothcr i11 ~luy, 1784, fl'Om Uotl1ol, in 
Augusta; another in October, J 784, from 'rimbor-ridgo; nnd on tl10 l 0th 
of August, 1785, from u "Gouornl Con,·ention nt Ucthcl Church," in tho 
111idst of old Augustn, wns stnrtcd thnt famous 1>otitio11 to whioh 10,000 
signatures woro nttMhcd, nnd wns flnnlly instrumental in scouring, on tho 
17th of Dcccmhor, 1785, tho "incstimuble stntuto for religious frccdom''­
undot· which, in tho prophetic words of tho memorialists thomseh·cs, "oh-ii 
nnd religious liberty go hand in hand, and our latest post-Ority will bless tho 
wisdom nnd virtue of their fathers.'' 

But tho plan of this discourso cono)udcs it whore tho worn channels of' 
h!story so widen to tho view. 'l'ho incidents illustrnting tl1c chnraotcristics 
of tho settlers of Uiis beautiful valley Jmvo Leon trncoJ from tho uncertain 
sources of tho strcnm, arising fnr bnok in tho sequestered retreats of trndi­
tion, until nt Jongt-h it hns emerged on tho mo1·0 opon tracts of 'rime, nn!i 
rolls its dcoponing waters brond nud clear in tho sunlight of history. 

1'ho gleanings wo hnvo guthcrcd mny suffice, in somo moro skillful hnnd, 
to woa,·o for their memory nn enduring gnrlnnd of glory. }}nough mny 
no,v hnvo boon given to illust-rnto their leading trnits of activity of intellect, 
indopondonce of spirit., fcr,·oncy of p11triotism, and pc1-se,·cr1rnco of' vnlor, nnd 
nil ndornod with 1\ <loop rovorcueo for religion almost innnto. 'l'hoso virtues 
may not have been ndjustcd in t>roportion, or 1>olishcd into J>erfcot harmony, 
but they. wore ll)>proprinto to tho sphere of such simple life, nnd must com­
mnnd admiration for tho Holill strength and bold rt1licf ill which they st.nut.I, 
finishing upwards o,•er with tho grnccs of piety 1111d fuith-Jiko somo olt.l 
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cathedral of tl1e ruder ngcs, sublime for its very boldness of outline and 
uial,sirn strength vf foundation, nnd pillar and wall, while gracefully from 
c,·ery loftiest part still spl'ings the "tnpcl' spil'e that roints to heureu." 

For more than half n century these people were pui:sing t.lu-ough troublci:, 
through war.s :rnd rumors of wars; enduring cruel tortmcs on the hcnthli 
of :-lcotland, sorn 1Jistrcsses in the fens of Clster; tenor:, by day and night; 
dcatlly f:lrugglcs with suvage foes in the forests of A mci-ico, aml resistance 
t,) the 1,ittcr end ngainst the opprcssious of Bnghud. Now tlwy mfght well 
tru::t that their trinls wore emled, anti find ut lust the p(.'accf'ul sunset of 
their life rmHnnt with the thought that tll(\il' sufi'crinbl'S hnd not been in 
rain, hut hail won for their children thut priceless blcs."!ing they so long hail 
vainly sought-F1na:no~1 ! nnd in its holiest sc:msc, 11i,·u1-:1m,rn OP TnounnT, . ~ ' 
Fnt:i-:no~l o•· sou1,, salic-nt, fathomles~, and perennial spriug- of all otlw1· 
freedom." · 

'l'hc three-score year.~ nllottcd to life hatl sih·ercd the heads of the curliest 
settlers o.f thii; now peaceful valley, an<l like grain fully ripe, they wore 
fast falling Lefore tho s.iythc of' the relentless Uear,cr. Uut they bad hon­
e,-.tly filled up tho full measure of life, and having fought n good tight, and 
tini~hed tho work given thc111 to do, they could now lie down in tho tomb ns 
to peaceful slee1) :md plcu8unt drcnms. Hulhm·cd be their memories fore,•cr! 
'l'hc cloJs of the valley rest lightly on their graves-their formi'I 

"-- ,uo 1l11~t. 

Their goo1l sword:,; rust, 

Their ~011l::a arc with the Sniut~. W<' tru,1:· 

. Well might lofty columns of marble_ Le rcaretl to honor their worth, and 
the 1:en of epic poet tell tho story of their heroic Jives. Uut at tho least, 
let their memory be embalmed in tho hearts of their clcscendant.<J, and their 
examples be porpetuntc<l in practice as faithfully ns they received and trans­
mitted them from honorml sirc.s in other lands; nnd lot cnoh and all ngnin 
be iurnkcd to l'!trh·o with jealous nnd persistent effort to rescue something 
of their l1isto,·y from the fast gathering shades of oblivion, and so shall they 
contribute to rcnr them n monument more enduring than marble O\' brmss. 
Indian tradition tdlK that "when u brave warrior had fallen, it became n 
sacred duty for euch member of the tribe as he passed to throw a handful 
1.'f cnrth upon the ton!b; thut thus they ho111;rcd his memory from ago to 
nge, till by their pious tributes that tomb became the mighty mound upon 
our wcstom plains.'' So· Jct their clesccudnuL'J honor tho mc111ory of tho 
brave settlers of this valley; so let that memory grow from ago to ngo with 
increasing mog1iitudo, till Jiko that lofty mound upon tho Jovel prairie, it 
stands out green 11ml beautiful against tho horizon of time. 


