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PREFACE 

The first Continental Congress, which met on the 5th of September, 
1774, adopted on the 20th of October a paper called the -"Association". This 
was in its most important features a strict non-importation, non-consumption, 
and non-exportation agreement .made by the delegates of the various English 
colonies in America in reference to al1 articles of trade with Great Britian 
and signed on behalf of themselves and their constituents, the several parts 
of which were to be put into effe.ct at different dates, and were to remain 
in effect till certain oppressive acts passed by the British Parliament should 
be repealed. It had, hmvever, additional provlsions, looking to the promotion 
of agriculture and manufactures, the discouragement of extravagance and 
dissipation, and, generally, the strengthening of the inhabitants of the colonies 
for the struggle which Imel been entered into ,vith the mother country. The 
necessity that there should be locnl agencies for the execution of the "'Asso
ciation", in addition to the committees of correspondence already in existence 
in the several colonies, caused the insertion in the document of a provision 
that a committee should be chosen in each county, city, and town in the 
country by those qualified to vote for representatives in the popular houses 
of the general assemblies of the colonies, whose business it should be "atten
tively to observe the conclnct of all persons touching this Association", and 
to bring the force of public opinion to bear against violators. 

In accordance with this provision of the "Association" local committees 
were formed very shortly all over the land, and the way in which they 
carried out the suggestions or directions made by the Continental Congress 
and by provincial · congresses or conventions may be seen in the Cumberl~d 
and Isle of ,,,ight proceedings which follow. The Virginia county co1nmittees 
soon became, when in the further progress of the revolution the several 
agencies of royul government disintegrated: the actual governments in great 
measure of their respective communities till the provisions of Virginia's first 
constitution. adopted by representatives of her people in June, 17'76, went into 
effect. They were at first called committees of observation, or committees of 
inspection, or committees of inspection and observation, or com.mittees for 
carrying out the provisions of the "Association", or merely committees, but 
in course of time, after the formation of the central Committee of Safety by 
the Virginia Convention on August 24, 1775, they came to be referred to as 
local committees of safety. 

Of the pr,oceedings of these committees, though not ~ few extracts from 
them, in the form, particularly, of important resolutions, are to be found 
in the "Virginia Gazette" and the "American Archives;', on,ly those for Cumber
land and Isle of Wight counties have, so far as is known by the writer of 
this preface, been preserved ; and these not in their entirety, but in suffi
cient fullness, happily, to give to them a very great value. Enough remains 
to show how these two committees conducted business,, and what business 
was considered within their province. The proceedings of these two may 
undoubtedly be taken as examples of the proceedings of all the other com
mittees, which now, unfortunately, are lost. 

The proceedings of the Cumberland Committee are recorded in a manu
script volume now in the Virginia State Library, which came into the pos-
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script history of Virginia has been left by Bdmnn<l Randolph, n member of 
the Convention, which gives some account of the proceedings of the com
mittee, and there are a few other sources of information. Ther do not dis
close, however, the part taken in th~ debate, if any, by lVlr. John i\layo or Mr. 
\.Villiarn Fleming, the two delegates from Cumberland, who were content to 
follow the leadership of Patrick Henry, I-Ddmund Pendleton, 'rllomns Nelson, 
and others. The resolutions were agreed to unanimously by the one hundred 
and twelve members present out of a total membership of t11e Convention 
of one hundred and twent~1-eight. Hence it is almost certain 'that the two 
members from Cumberland voted for them. 

The proceedings of the Isle of ,vight Committee are recorded in a book 
in the clerk's office of Isle of \Vight County whose contents are eYen more 
miscellaneous than are the contents of. the Cumberland book, since it con
tains, in addition to the committee proceedings, tax records, land line records, 
nnd marriage records. Nor are the proceedings so nearly complete as are 
those for Cumberland, the first date being January 13, and the last, July 27, 
1'775. They are, ho,vever, so far as they go, of equal interest ana yalue. As 
is the case with the Cumberland proceedings, they are eviclentlr slightly 
postponed copies of loose sheet originals. The. handwriting seems to show 
this, the name of the chairman,.".John Sek. ,vnis", being ,vritten in each case 
by the same person ,vho wrote the minutes themselyes, and just before the 
name there being in each case inserted the formula, "'I.1he l\iinutes of these 
proceedings were signed". l\ioreover, the proceedings for· the 15th of May 
appear twice, the second t\me, however, under date of June 15. The theory 
is· that this duplication was merely the mi~talrn of ri. careless coprist. The 
proceedings are printed only once in the following page:,, and under the date 
of May 15, that be_ing beyond doubt, from references in the proceedings of 
the next meeting, the correct date. 

Because of their great historical value, the two sets of proceedings 
should have been printed long ago. Since this has not been <lone, however, 
their publication at the present time seems almos,t imperative. It will not 
be long, it is to be .. hoped, before. the proceedings of some at least of· the 
local councils of defense brought into being in the prosecution of the war 
with Germany are given to the public, nnd a comparison of the nctivities 
of the~e bodies ,vith the activities of the committees of our forefathers will 
be extren1ely interesting and instructive. 

RICHMOND, VA., Nove-rnber 25, 1918. 

H. H. lWcIL "\VAINE, 

Librarian, Virginia State Library. 



Cumberland Committee Proceedings 

At a Committee held for Cumberiand County the 18th day of February 
' 1775. 

Present. George Carrington, Chui-rman, William Fleming, Lit~leberry 
:Mosby, John l\1ayo, .Joseph Carrington, Richard James, Carter Henry Har
rison, George Carrington junr., .John Netherland, Robert · Smith, :Maurice 
Langhorne, Benjamin Wilson, J·oseph Galland, Frederick Hatcher, Edward 
Carrington, John ,voodson, the Rev. John Hyde Saunders, Charles \Vood
~on, junr. 

Re~olved, That Friday the tenth day of March next be appointed for the 
l~reeholders to meet at the Court House to elect Delegates to attend the Con
vention to meet at Richmond the t\'ventieth· day of March, and it is recom-
1nended to all the Freeholders to attend accordingly. 

Resolved, That the lVIembers of this Committee now present will give a 
Premium of three Shillings pel' pound io the first Person or Company of 
Persons who shall within eight :Months from the date hereof produce to 
this Committee or the Chairman thereof fifty Pounds weight of good Gun
powder manufactoried in America on due proof that the same was made 
wholly of American Materials. 

Resolved, _That the defenceless State of this Country renders it indis
pensably necessary that a Quantity of Ammuntion should be immediately pro
vided ; and as the same will be for the common Benefit, Defence and Pro
tection thereof, it is but just and reasonable that the Expences incurred in 
procuring the same should be defrayed by a general and equal Contribution; 
and whereas in the present confused State of this Colony, no Method hath 
been adopted, nor Powers created to levy Monies to put this Colony in a 
Posture of Defence against the oppressive :Measures of the British Parliament: 
It is the Opinion of this Committee that ,villiam Fleming, John Hyde 
Saunders, Edward Carrington, Carter Henry Harrison do draw up and 
prepare proper Insitructionsi empowering t}1e Delegates to be elected for thi~ 
County to attend the Provincial Convention at Richmond on the 20th of 
March next and concur with the Delegates of the other Counties for laying 
what * * * * Exigencies of .the Colony may require and in making such 
~ * * as they shall think necessary for the Well being and support thereof: 
And that each Member of this Committee shall furnish himself with a Copy 
of the same and use his utmost :mndeavours * * * * The Freeholders of 
this· County to sign it. That the l\iembers of this Committee if they meet 
with a.ny Person or Persons who shall refuse to be agreeable to this Resolu
tion, they shall take Notice of * ,:, * =1: Names of such Person or Persons 
and give them in to the next Committee held for this County, to the End 
that the Enemies to America may be knO\vn. 
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Resolved, That this Com~ittee do approve the Association formed * * 
* * and other Proceedings of the Continental Congress held at Philadelphia 
the 5th day of September last past and that they adopt the s•ame as their 
Rule of Conduct and that an Address be drawn in behalf of themselves and 
their Constituents to the Delegates from this Colony, by "\-Villiam Fleming, 
John Hyde Saunders: Edward Carrington and Carter Henry Harrison expres
ing their most grateful Sense of the important Services they have rendered_ 
their Country in the present alarming Conjuncture of Affairs. 

Resolved, That each Member of this Committee be answerable for and 
pay his Proportion of fifteen Pounds for the Support of the f rovincial Dele
gates who shaH be appointed to attend the Continental dongress at Phila
delphia in May next, and that the same be paid to the Delegates from this 
County on or before the 20th day of next Month. 

Ordered, That Mr. Langhorne and Mr. Calland Members of this Com
mittee do wait upon Henry l\facon who was one· of the said Committee 
chosen by the Freeholders, and that the· Rev. John Hyde Saunders do wait 
upon Richard Eggleston and Ed,vard Haskins who were likewise chosen, to 
know whether the said Macon, Eggleston and Haskins will sign the Associa
tion and accept their Places as Committee Men ; and if they refuse,· to know 
the Reason of their Refusal and report the same to the Committee. 

Resolved, That wherever a Suspicion arises that any Merchant in this 
County hath infringed the Association of the late Continental Congress, the 
Person or Persons who suspect the _ said l\lerchant of such Misconduct, do 
make Information thereof to any three or more of this Committee, and if 
upon Enquiry they think that the same is wen grounded they forthwith 
inform the Chairman -ap.d he summon the Committe of this County to take 
the same under their Consideration.· 

Thomas Miller is appointed Clerk of this Committee, and in his Absence 
Francis McCraw. 

Geo. Carrington, 
Teste Tho. Miller, 
Teste, Thomas Miiler, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held .for Cumberland County on Friday the 10th of. 
March 1775. Present, George Carrington Chairman,' '1Villiam Fleming, John 
Mayoi Carter Henry Harrison, James Pleasants, Maurice Langhorne, Little
berry Mosby, William Smith, John vv·oodson, George Carrington junr., Richard 
Eggleston, Robert Smith, Benjamin ,vnson, Frederick Hatcher, Charles. 
Woodson junr. and Edward Carrington. 

Resolved, That Edward Carrington act as Clerk of this Committee. 
The Members appointed to .prepare and draw up an Address of Thanks 

to the Delegates who attended the late Continental Congress held at Phila
delphia, in behalf of this Colony produced the following Address. 

"To the Honourable Peyton Randolph ~Jsq., Richard Henry Lee, George 
Washington, Patrick Henry junior, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison 'and 
Edmund Pendleton Esqrs. the Delegates from this Colony who attend.ed the 
Continental Congress held at Philadelphia Septembei· 5th, 1774. ; 

Gentlemen, Permit us. in_· Behalf of ourselves and our Constituents, to 
acknowledge our grateful Sense of your faithful Discharge of the Trust 
reposed in .you by the unbought Suffrages of your Countrymen, in the 
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important Duties you have rendered them at the present alarming Crisis of 
Affairs. ,ve beg Leave to declare our full Approbation of, and hearty Con
currence in, the prudent and pacific Measures adopted by the late Continental 
Congress, of which you formed so respectable a Part, and to assure you that 
we will exert our utmost Diligence and Zeal to carry the same into Effect; 
at the same Time when we reflect on the Manner in which the Schemes 
agitated against the Colonies for their Destruction have been conducted, we 
should be greatly wanting in our Duty and Prudence did we not extend our 
Views to the most unhappy Events and endeavour, as far as Circumstances 
will permit, to prepare for every Contingency. 

,vith Hearts deeply impressed with the Pleasure of handing down· to 
Posterity your Names and those of your worthy Brethren of the Congress, 
as the Friends and Guardians of your Country, of beholding your wise 
Measures applauded and adopted by every City, Town and County throughout 
British America; and overflowing with the warmest Wishes- for every Bless
ing on you ancl your Posterity, we beg Leave to assure you that we shall be 
ready to risque our Lives and Fortunes in your Defence when any personal 
Insult shall be offered you by the Tools of an incensed and corrupt Adminis
tration;_ and that we are your affectionate Countrymen, and much obliged 
humble Servants." 

Resolved, That the Committee approve of the said Address, and that it 
be transmitted to the Printers to be published in the Virginia Gazettes. 

The :Members appointed to prepare and draw up an Address and Insfruc
tions, to the Delegates chosen to represent this County, in the Convention to 
be held at Richmond Town on the 20th of this Instant, produced the following 
Address and Instructions, To wit. To the Delegates &c. · 

Resolved, That the Committee approve thereof, and recomn?,end it to 
the Approbation of the Freeholders of this County. 

Resolved, That the Election to be made this- day of Delegates to represent 
the County in the Convention to be held at Richmond Town on the 20th of 
this Instant be made polling and that the Sheriff of the County be requested 
to conduct the said Election. 

Present, .Joseph Carrington, Mr. Saunders and Henry Mason. 
Geo Carrington, 
Ed Carrington, Clk., 
Teste Thomas Miller CJ. Com. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Cumberland County on Friday the· 
* * * * of April 1775. Present, George Carrington Chairman, Littleberry 
1\!Iosby, John Mayo, ,Joseph Carrington, Carter Henry Harrison, Richard 
James, James Pleasants, George Carrington junr., "\-Villiam Smith, Robert 
Smith, Benjamin "\-Vilson, Maurice Langhorne, Richard Eggleston, Edward 
Carrington, ,John 1Voodson, John Hyde Saunders, Clerk, and Charles ,voodson 
junr. 

The Chairman recommended that the Committee should take under con
sideration the Proceedings of the late Provincial Convention held at Richmond 
·Town in the County of Henrico from Monda~r the 20th of March to l\fonday 
the 27th of the same; The Committee accordingly proceeded to the Considera-. 
tion thereof and after the maturest Deliberation came to the following Resolu
tions. H.esolYed unanimouslr thut this Committee doth cordially approve the 
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Proceedings and Resolutions of the late Provincial Convention and also recom
mend it in the strongest Terms to the Inhnbitants of this County to observe 
them in ev~l'Y particular, and that they use every means in their Power to 
carry them i:i.1to effect. 

Resolved unanimous:ly, That the most cordial Thanks of this Committee 
an<l of all the Inhabitants of this County are justly due to the Honourable 
Perton Randolph Bsqr. and the rest of ,!1e worthy Delegates who repre
sented this Colony in the late Provincial Convention, for their cheerful 
Undertaldng and faithful Discharge of the Trust reposed in them, and for 
the \Visdoni and Spirit displayed in their Proceedings. 

Resolved, That in Compliance with the Recommendation of the late Pro
vincial Convention for procuring Ammunition· and other Articles of l\iilitary 
Preparation, the sum of one Shilling ancl three Pence be collected from the 
Inhabitants of this County for every titbable Person_ in it; and this Com
mittee doth recommend it to the different Housekeep~rs, and all 9ther Persons 
in this County as speedily as possible to pay to any Member of this Com
mittee who shall apply for the same, the Sum of one Shilling and three Pence 
for every tithable Person which they listed or ought to have listed according 
to Law on the tenth of June last. 

Resolved, That t-0 avoid any further Request of Money from the People 
on this Occasion, the Members of this Committee will take on themselves the 
Collection of the aforesaid Money; and that Mr; Mosby, :Mr. Jnmes, 1\1:r. 
Joseph Carrington, l\ir. George Carrington jr. and Mr. Edward Carrington 
divide the County into twenty-four Districts and al1ot to each l\Iember his 
District for Collection. 

-
Resolved, That the utmost Industry be used in collecting the said l\Ioney 

as soon as possible; and, although this Committee has the greatest Confidence 
in the Virtue and Spirit of the People of this County in general, yet knowing 
that in all Nations and Societies there are some who want Virtue, it is 
further resolved, that reports be made to this Committee of the few who 
shall refuse Payment and of their Reas-0ns for refusing that proper Steps 
may be taken for publishing such Delinquents, in order that the Foes to tbe 
Cause of Freedom may be·known, if from the Circumstances of their Refusal 
such Publication shall seeni proper. 

Resolved, That 1\1:r. Chairman be appointed Treasurer and that each 
1\ilember shall to him account for, and pay his Collections. 

Resolved, That some Part of the Ammunition and other Articles to be 
procured for this County ought to be procured as soon as possible: be it 
therefore further resolved, that 1\1:r. Mayo, 1\ilr. Pleasants, and l\Ir. Charles 
,v oodson, junr. be a select Committee for. the Purpose of securing the same ; 
that they as speedily as possiple procure 500 lb. of Gunpowder, 1000 lb. of 
Lead, and 2000 Flints; and that the Treasurer out of the Fund to be lodged 
in his Hands, furnish the said Committee with as much l\Ioney as the afore
said Articles, with Charges of Transportation, shall cost. 

Resolved, That '"''ednesday the 17th day of May be appointed for the 
Election of Delegates· to represent this County in Provincial Convention; 

J 

that it be recommended to the Freeholders thereof to convene at the Court 
House on that day for the Purpose of electing the said Delegates. 

Resolved, That this Committee conceive the bestowing any Victuals or 
strong Liquors by \Vay of Treat on account of such Elections as a Species 
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of Extravagance, and that it directly tends to lead the People into Dissipation; 
It is therefore further resolved. that no Candidate shall by himself or by 
means of any other Person either previous to, at, or after the day of Election, 
give or bestow any such Treat. or make Preparation for or by anr l\ienns 
encourage an expectation of a Treat at his own House or elsewhere. 

Signed by Geo. Carrington, Chairman 
Teste Thomas M1Iler, Glk. Com. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Cumberland County on l\londnr the 
first day of :May 1775. Present, George Carrington, Chairman, '\Villia.m Fleming, 
Littleberry Mosb:v, John l\iayo, Joseph Carrington, Richard James, Carter 
Henry Harrison, James Pleasants, ;John Netherland, Robert Smith, Frederick 
Hatcher, Edward Cnrrington, Richard Eggleston, John Woodson, Peter Stoner, 
l\Ir. Saunders, Clerk, and .Charles ·'\Voodson junr. 

l\Ir. Chairman opened the Business- of the day by laying• before the Com
mittee the Information received from the Northward, respecting the Attack 
latel;y made by the British Troops on the Inhabitants of Massachusetts Bay, 
upon which the Committee after the maturest Deliberation came to the 
following Resolutions. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Attack lately made by the British 
Troops on our Brethren', the Inhabitants of lV[assachusetts Ba~r render~ it 
absolutely necessary, both to• secure ourselves against an Attack from the 
same Quarter and to enable us to afford them Assistance if' required, that 
the Military Po,vers of tbis County be immediately collected and put in the 
best condition; It is therefore further resolved that Wednesday the 10th of 
this Month be appointed for n general 1\1:uster of the l\filitia of this County; 
and that all free l\ien be summoned agreeably to the Militia Law, to appear 
at the Court House on that day equipped with whatever Arms and Ammuni
tion they can proc11re. 

Resolved that this Committee be adjourned to Wednesday the third dar 
of this Instant. 

Signed by George Carrington, Chairman. 
Teste Eel. Carrington Secretary. 
Teste, Thomas lVliller, Cl. Com . 

. At a 1\1:eeting of the Committee for Cumberland Cou11ty on ,vednesda:v the 
third clay of May 1775. Present, George Carrington, Chairman, ,villiam 
Fleming, Littleberry 1\1:osby, John Mayo, Joseph Carrington, Richard James, 
Carter I-Ienry Harrison, James Pleasant,· .John Netherland, Robert Smith, 
Edward Haskins, Benjamin ,vnson, Eclwnrd Carrington, Richard Eggleston, 
Jo.hn ,voodson, Peter Stoner, Mr. Saunders, Clerk, Henry Macon and Charles 
Woodson. junr. 

Resolved; That eaeh :Member of this Committee will pay the ·J\ioney clue 
for his own Tithables according to the Resolution of the 21st of April on 
or before the 10th day of this l\ionth, and that 1\1:r.· Chairman write to the 
absent l\1embers of this Resolution. 

A Complaint being made to this Committee by .John Wily Co11ector of 
Mr. Langhorne's District, that Zachariah Hendrick refuseth to pay the Re
quest of one Shilling and three Pence per T'ithable, and otherwise mis-
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behaves himself with respect to this Committee, it is resolved that Mr. 
Langhorne or his Collector summon the said Henderick by Authority of an 
Attested Copy of this Resolution, to appear at the next n1eeting of this Com
mittee to answer the said Complaint. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks• of this Committee and of all 
the Inhabitants of this County are justly due to Captain Charles Scott and 
his Independant Company for their spirited Offers of their Service in defend
ing this Colony against wicked Invaders; and t,1eir cheerful Appearance at 
this Place to-day in Readiness to march forward, on a late Alarm; and that 
this Committee in Behalf of themselves and of their Constituents do accord
ingly present to the said Captain Scott and his Independant Company, the 
most cordial Thanks as aforesaid. 

Resolved, That this Committee be adjourned till \Vednesday the 10th 
of this Month. 

Signed by Georg~ Carrington, Chairman. 
Teste Ed. Carrington, Secty . 

. Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Meeting of the Committee for Cumberland County at the Court 
House on vVednesday the 10th day of May 1775. Present, George Carrington, 
Chairman, William Fleming, Littleberry Mosby, John Mayo, Joseph Carring
ton, Richard James, James Pleasants, Carter Henry Harrison, George Car
rington junr. vVilliam Smith, Robert Smith, Benjamin \Vil8on, Joseph Calland, 
Frederick Hatcher, Edward Carrington, Richard Eggleston, John Woodson, 
Peter Stoner, Mr. Saund~rs, Clerk, and IIenry :Macon. 

:Mr. Chairman having· informed the Committee, that he as Treasurer of 
the same had received one hundred and fifty eight Pounds and three Pence; 
a free Contribution of the Inhabitants of the County, for the purpose of 
purchasing Ammunition &c. for their Use; Resolved, That Mr. Edward Car
rington be fully empowered to lay out the :Money so contributed in such 
lVlanner as to him in his Discretion shall seem n10st proper for the Purpose 
aforesaid at the County's Risque; and that lVlr. Chairman pay him from 
Time to Ti.me whatever •Money he may call for out of the Fund in his Hands, 
as Treasurer . 

. John Scruggs appearing before the Committee confessed that he had 
lntely imprudently fallen into a Breach of the Continental Association, b~r 
Gaming, made Concessions [confessions] anct exhibitted such Marks of true 
Penitence, that it is resolved that the said Scruggs be again considered as a 
worthy Member of this Community. l · 

A Complaint being made to this Committee that Ray· Moss and John 
\Voodson junr. have within the Limits of this County, made a Breach of 
the Continental Association by Gaming. Resolved, that John Scruggs sum
mon the said Woodson and :Moss, by Authority of a Copy of this Resolution, 
attested by the Secretary, to appear before the Committee at the Court House 
on \Vednesday the 17th of this Instant to answer the said Complaint; and 
that the said Scruggs to· attend as a ,vitness. 

Resolved, that this Committee in Behalf of themselves and of their 
Constituents, doth offer Protection to the Inhabitants of the lower Parts of 
this Colony for their Families and Property in Case any Invaslon sllall be 
made there and that l\1r. Harrison and l\'1r. Fleming do prepare an Address 
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for the Purpose of inviting them in such Case to remove their Families and 
property to us. 

Resolved, that the n1ost cordial Thanks of this Committee are justlr 
due to the Inhabitants of this County, for so cheerfully contributing the 
:Money requested of them for the Purpose of procuring Ammunition &c. 

Resolved, That this Committee be adjourned to ,vednt;sday the 1'7th clay 
of this Instant. 

Signed by Geo. Carrington, Chairman. 
Test Ed. Carrington, Secr'y. 
Teste, Thomas l\Hller, Cl. Com. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Cumberland County "\-Vednesday l\fay 
17th 1775. Present, George Carrington, Chairman, ,vnuam Fle·ming, Little
berry .l\fosby, ,Joseph Carrington, Richard .James, James Pleasants, Carter 
Henry Harrison, George Carrington junr. vVilliam Smith, Robert Smith, 
Edward Carrington, John ,voodson, The Rev. Mr. Saunders and Charles 
Woodson junr. 

Mr. Chairman opened the Business of the Day by la,ying before the Com
mittee the Information lately received by Express from the Northward respec
ing the Government oj: New York, among which is a Resolution of the Mary
land Provincial Convef1tion, for immediately suspending all Exportations from 
that Province to Quebec, Nova Scotia, Georgia and Newfoundland, or any 
Parts of the fishing Coast or ·fishing Islands• or to the Town of Boston until 
the Continental Congress shall give further Directions therein; Wherefore the 
Committee after the maturest Deliberation came. to the following Resolutions: 

. Resolved unanimously that this Committee doth heartily approve the 
said Resolution of the Maryland Provincial Convention, as well concerted 
upon a View of the present conjuncture of Affairs, and do recommend it as 
a proper Rule of Conduct to all Men. 

Resolved, ~hat the present alarming Situation of American Affai.rs espec
ially in the Province of New York renders it absolutely necessary that a 
Colony Convention be immediately called, and this Committee doth recom
mend it to Robert Carte:r Nicholas Esquire in the ~ost earnest Terms to call 
a Colony Convention as speedily as possible, provided the General Assembly 
now called to meet on the .first Thursday in June, shall be prorogued to a 
further day. 

Resolved,. That it is the Opinion of this Committee that. the Public 
Treasur:,,· of this Colony is at this Time in an insecure Place ; and this Com
mittee doth in the most earnest and respectful Manner recommend it to 
J.\iir. Treasurer to remove it nearer the Center of the Colony where it shall 
be more secure. 

The following Address to the Inhabitants of the lower Parts of V:~rginia 
was proposed and unanimously agreed to. 

Friends and Countrymen. 
,ve, the Committee for the County of Cumber

land, taking into our serious Consideration the unremitting Efforts of a 
despotic Administration ·to effect the total Subvers,ion of American Liberty'; 
aided by the wicked Tools of Corruption who are endeavouring by the basest 
Misrepresentatio~s and Falsehoods to effect an unnatural Division between the 
Mother. Country and her Colonies : covering their wicked Design under the 
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specious Pretence of Duty and Attachment to our gracious Soveraign and the 
j 

sacred Laws of the British Empire: And also the unhappy Situation to which 
you will be reduced in Case of an hostile Invasion of this Colony, do for 
ourselves and our Constituents (should such a distressing Circumstance take 
place) most cordially invite you to remove so many of your Wives and 
Children into this County as the Inhabitants thereof can conveniently enter
tain, "·here they will meet with the best Protection and Accommodations 
which we are able to afford them. 

Resolved unanimously, That l\:lr. James and Mr. Edward Carrington or 
either of them be fully empowered to lay out the Money contributed by the 
Inhabitants of this County for the Purpose of purchasing Ammunition and 
other Articles of l\!lilitary Preparation, in such Manner as to the1n in their 
Discretion shall seem proper, at the Risque of the County, and that Mr. 
Chairman pay whatever Monies they or either of them, shall from Time to 
,..rime call for or direct, out of the Fund lodged in his Hands as Treasurer 
of this Committee. 

Resolved, That i\1r. Chairman, 1\'fr. Joseph Carrington, Mr. James, Mr. 
I-Iarrison, lVlr. George Carrington Jr. Mr. Edward Carrington and Mr. 
John \Voodson, or any three of them, be a select Committee, from Time to 
Time to select from the Proceedings of this Committ_ee such Parts as may 
be proper for Publication, and direct them to be publi~ed accordingly. 

A Complaint being made to this Committee, that Ray Moss and John 
\Voodson .Jr. Inhabitants of the County of Buckingham, have lately within 
the Limits of this County mnde a Bre·ach of the Continental Associatio_n bJ' 
Gaming-: Resolved that Mr. Chairman. do at any Time hereafter, when lie 
shall appoint a Meeting_ of this Committee, issue his Summons direct~d to 
an:v Person, ordering them to summon the said Moss and Woodson to appear 
before this Committee to answer the aforesaid Complaint: And that he iri 
like :Manner order any \Vitness which he shail be informed of to be summoned. 

Signed by George Carring~n Chairman. 
Test Ed. Carrington Sec'y. 
Teste, Tho. Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a l\:Ieeting of the Committee for Cu1nberland County June 30th, 1775. 
Present, Mr. Chairman, :Mr. li"1leming, Mr. :Mosby, Mr. l\'.Iayo, Mr. Joseph Car
rington, 1\1:r. James, Mr. George Carrington junr. Mr. William Smith, Mr. 
Robert Smith, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Hatcher, l\tlr. Edward Carrington, J.\,Ir. John 
\Voodson and Mr. Charles Woodson junr. 

~fr. James and l\tlr. Elhvard. Carrington informed the Committee, that their 
most careful Endeavours to procure Gun Powder in America had proved 
ineffectual; and desiring to be advised whether they should risque the 1\1:oney 
put into their Hands for that Purpose upon a Plan proposed by Robert 
Carter Nicholas Esqr. for importing that Article fro.m foreign Parts; Resolved 
that it is the Opinion of this Committee that Mr .. James and Mr. Carrington 
continue their Endeavours to procure Gun Powder and other Articles of 
Ammunition in America; but that the Attempt to procure it from foreign 
Parts be suspended till the Resolution of the ensuing Convention fn that 
Respect be known. 

Resolved, that Application be made to the several Committees of Anielia, 
Chesterfield, Goochland, Buckingham and Prince Edward, requesting them 
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to join this Committee by Way of Subscription in erecting a Powder Mill, 
with six Beaters on each side ; and that l\ir. Eggleston and Geo. Carrington 
junr. or either of them, apply to Amelia, Mr. Mayo to Chesterfield, ¥r. 
Fleming to Goochland, l\'Ir. Ed. Carrington to Buckingham and Prince Edward. 

Resolved, that :Mr. Fle1ning and. l\Ir. Ed.ward Carrington, draw a Scheme 
for the Purpose aforesaid and furnish Copies to the :Members aforesaid, also 
each :Member of this Committee that they may apply for Subscriptions. 

The following Address to the Inhabitants of this County was proposed 
aud. unanimously agreed to: 
Dear Country 1\ilen. 

In Contemplation of securing your dearest Rights and Liberties against 
the Oppression of Great Britain, you, some Months ago, by ·yo11r free and 
unbiassed Suffrages, elected us, subordinate to those august Bodies, the Con
tinental Congress and Provincial Convention, Guardians of these invaluable 
Blessings. At an early Period, after receiving this Honour, we convened 
ourselves for the Purpose of discharging the important Trusts:, so reposed 
in us, and have from Time to 'rime devised such Measures towards a happy 
Event of your important Contest, as the matl_lrest Deliberation could suggest; 
in return you have ever paid us the grateful Tribute of entire Confidence, 
testified by the most implicit Acquiescence and Concurrence in whatever we 
recommended. "\Ve with Pleasure bear in Mind a very recent Instance of 
your Confidence, that of the speedy and cheerful Contribution of Monies 
requested of you for the Purpose of making l\iilitary Preparation, and this 
Contribution you may depend that no :Means shall be untried for laying out 
to the best Advantage. ,ve however find that you can still contribute much 
to this Preparation by immediately applying with Diligence to the making 
of Salt Petre ; this is an Article much wanted as an Ingredient for Gun 
Powder; your Tobacco House and Stable Floors are Foundations from which 
it may be · produced, with but -little 'rrouble, in great Abundance and Per
fection: \Ve therefore· most earnestly request, that you obtain the n1ost 
short and ready Process, and lose no Time in making this necessary, but 
easy procured ... .\.rticle. 

'we have been attentive to the Movements of the cursed Instruments of 
your Troubles, and, had any Prospects of an Accommodation with the Parent 
State come within our View, should gladly have laid them before you; such 
an Event however we have till lately hoped for, but must now tell you it 
cannot be expected at all. Yo.ur Enemies seem Implacable in their Determi
nations to ruin American Liber.ty, and for effecting that diabolical Purpose, 
suffer no Engine to ly still, that can be put in Motion, by any, l\:Ianouvre, 
however mean, cowardly and detestable: For Instances we rieed. only to 
refer you to the late Conduct of that MERCENARY MINESTERIAL TOOL, 
LORD DUNMORE, within your own Colony, and be assured that many such 
Hirelings are employed, and will be as long as Means can be Supplied for 
paying them .. In short believe us, when we say, that Nothing can be expected 
for your Relief from the Virtue of a British l\Unistry or Parliament; although 

I 

there are some Members. in both Houses of the latter; who, ashamed of the 
.black Deeds of their Body, daily, to their lasting Honour, hold out their 
Names as Dissentients1; yet, unhappily for Britain, and America too, they 
are but few. You may indeed consider yourselves as in a State of War 
with Great Britain, for several Engagements have been between her Troops 
and the Inhabitants of your Sister 1Colony of i1:assachusetts Bay, and each 
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Power still stands in opposite Military Array. All the American Colonies 
· have long since united in opposing British Oppression, a Blow, therefore, 
struck at one, must be considered as struck at all; You may dail~· look for 
the Invaders in your own Colony, or should the whole Force of the Enemy 
be bent on that, or any other Province, ~vour assistance must not be <1enied. 
In your Arms under divine Providence, rests your Security. ,ve entreat you 
therefore by that Regard you have for the Safety of your own Persons; 
for your Liberties, civil and religious; for every Thing ,vhich can render 
your Being on Earth happy, for,. ,vha t is of more weighty Consideration, the 
Happiness of yr. Posterity for endless Ages to come ; under Sunction of 
that Confidence you repose in us; that, without Delay, ·you take up your 
Arms; put them in the best Condition; get acquainted with l\1ilita1.·y Disci-

e 
pline ; and stand in Readiness for actual Service, upon the first Sound of the 
Trumpet of ,var. Suppress every Animosity among yourselves; pay Obed
ience to Officers, properly appointed; let no Discontents on Account of their 
Advancement interrupt the necessary Preparation; let Harmony dwell 
amongst you :-Remember the old Proverb, "United, ,ve stand; Divided, we 
fall". Preserve what Ammunition you have by you; do not expend it on 
any Occasion whatever, except in the greatest Necessity, for more will be 
wanted for your Protection than can shortly be procured. Observe these 
our Entreaties, and fear ·not; Your American Bretheren are firm; you have 
many Friends in Great Britain and Ireland; and in the Justness of your 
Cause, you may, with Confidence, look up to I-leaven for Assi$tance; In 
Supplication for whose Interposition to avert the approaching Scene of Blood 
and Destruction, we recommend that you universally, in Compliance with-the 
Appointment of the Grand Continental Congress, devote Thursday the twen
tieth Day of July to public H{!l\iILIATION, FASTING AND PRAYER. 

Resolved, that the foregoing Address from the Committee to the Inhabi
tants of Cumberland County, be read by the several lVIinisters to their Con
gregations; that it be sent to J\,lr. Purdie to be printed; and that he also 
be requested to furnish the Chairman with a Number of Hand Bills thereof 
for the Be11P.fit of this County. · 

Signed Geo. Cari'ington, Chairman. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a l\leeting of the Committee for the County of Cumberland the ~ame 
30th Day of June 1775. Present, the s,ame :Members ns before, Mr. Hatcher 
excepted. 

Mr. Chairman laid before the Committee a Letter dated the 27th Instant, 
requesting that twenty five Men should march from this County to join a 
Body for the Protection of Williamsburg, and it's Neighbourhood, against 
Violences apprehended from British Troops. 

Resolved, that Captain Charles Scott be in the most respectful :Manner 
requested to detach that Number from his Company of Volunteers, for the 
Purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, that each 1\1:ember of this Committee will pay ,his Proportion 
of five Pounds advanced by the Representatives of this County as a further 
Contribution for the Support of the Delegates in behalf of this Colony, now 
sitting at Philadelphia. 

Signed Geo. Carrington, Ch. :Man. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 
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At a l\Ieeting of the Committee for Cumberland County, Monday the 
28th of August 1775. Present, l\fr. Chairman, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Mosby, Mr. 
Mayo, Mr. Joseph Carrington, l\ir. Pleasants, 1\1:r. Harrison, 1\1:r. George Car
rington jr., Mr. Netherland, 1\1:r. James, :Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Eggleston, Mr. 
Callanu, Mr. William Smith, Mr. Robert Smith, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Haskinst 
Mr. Edward Carrington, Mr. John ,voodson, Mr. Saunders and Mr. Charles 
Woodson. 

Resolved, that l\1r. George Hancock officiate as Clerk of this Committee 
to-day. 

Resolved, that 1\1:r. Pleasants, l\1r. Chairman and l\,Ir. llarrison be nomi
nated to attend as Deputies in Behalf of this County at a Committee to be 
formed for the Amelia District, according to the Ordinance of Convention 
in that Cnse made. 

Resolved, that Mr. 1\1:osby, l\!lr. George Carrington junr. and Mr. Charles· 
Woodson be nominated to attend the said Committee in Case of a Non
.Attendance of either of the first nominated. 

Resolved, that the Thanks of this Committee be presented to l.\rlr. James 
and Mr. Edward Carrington for their faithful Discharge of the Trust reposed 
in them in their Journey to Philadelphia for the necessary Purpose of . pro
curing Gun Powder for the Defence of this Colony in general, and of this 
County in particular, and that the Accounts of their Expenses as returned to 
this Committee are very reasonable.-Resolved that this resolution be read 
by the different Ministers to their Congregations. 

Resolved, that Mr. Chairman and Mr. lVIayo inspect the Sulphur offered 
to this Committee by James Fairlie, and if they judge if merchantable, 
receive it for the Use of this County. 

Adjourned to the fourth Monday in next Month. 

Signed, Geo. Carrington Ch. Man. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County on Tuesday 26th of Sep
tember 1775. Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. Mayo, Mr. Mosby, 
Mr. Harrison, l\fr. James, Mr. Joseph Carrington, Mr. George Carringtonrjunr. 
Mr. Netherland, Mr. William Smith, Mr. Robert Smith, Mr. Langhorne, Mr. 
c~1Jland, Mr. Eg_gleston, l\fr~ Hatcher, John Hyde Saunders, Clerk, l\1r. :Macon,. 
Mr. Haskins, Mr. John Woodson and Mr.- Charles Woodson. 

Mr. Chairman recommended to the .different Members of the Committee
to proceed in their Debates and·. Deliberations with Order, Decency, and'. 
Decorum :-And then proceeded to lay before them the Business of the Day,. 

. ) 

and informed them that they were met together agreeable to their last 
Adjournment, to nominate to_ the Committee of Safety such Persons as they 
should think proper for Officers in the l\,Iilitia, agreeable to the Ordinance of 
Convention. 

Unanimou~ly r~solved, that this Committee, in the Nomination of such 
Officers for· the· Militia under the Ordinance of the Convention, shall and will 
observe the same Rules as ·were observed hy the late Convention in chusing 
Field Officers for the Standing Service and that they will proceed by Ballot, 
and that no Officer shall be nominated unless by the Votes of a l\fajority of 
the Committee. 
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The Committee proceeded to the Nomination of a County Lieutenant, by 
Ballot, and after the several Members had given in their Votes to the clerk 
of the Committee; Ordered, that Mr. 1\1:osby, Mr. Netherland and the Clerk 
of the Committee do examine the Votes for the said Office and report the 
same. to the Committee; Then the said Littleberry Mosby, John Netherland 
together with the Clerk of the Committee proceeded to examine and count 
the Votes, and found them to stand as, follows :-For George Carrington, Esqr. 
13 ;-for John Mayo, Esqr. 3 ;-for William Fleming, Esqr. 2, Votes ; and 
for Carter Henry Harrison Esqr. 1 Vote: George Carrington Esqr. appearing 
to have a l\fajority of the Votes; Resolved unanimously, that the said George 
Carrington be nominated to the Committee of Safety by this Committee as 
a proper Person to receive the Commission of County Lieutenant. Then the 
Committee proceeded to nominate a Colonel for the said County in the Manner 
aforesaid, and the same Persons who examined the Ballots for the County 
Lieutenant were novv ordered to examine and count _the Ballots for the Com
mission of Colonel and to make Report, who withdrew, and after examining 
and counting the Votes, found therri to stand as follow: For William Fleming, 
Esqr. 8; Carter Henry Harrison, Esqr. 5; for Beverly Randolph, Esqr. 3; 
for John Mayo, Esqr. 2 Votes·; and for Henry Skipwith, Esqr. 1 Vote: Then 
the Committee proceeded to vote by Ballot for William Fleming and Carter 
Henry Harrison, Esqrs. and the Pe1:,sons aforesaid being appointed to examine 
the Ballots found them to stand as follow, ,vhich they reported to the Com
mittee: For William Fleming, Esqr. 10; for Carter Henry Harrison, Esqr. 
7 Votes; Resolved therefore, ~hat the s~id vVilliam Fleming be nominated by 
this Committee to the Committee of Safety as1 Colonel for the C6unty. Then 
the Committee proceeded to nominate by Ballot a Lieutenant Colonel, and 
the same Persons being appointed to examine the Ballots reported the Votes 
as follow: For Beverly Randolph, Esqr. 11; for John l\ilayo, Esqr. 5; and for 
Henry Skipw·ith, Esqr. 2 Votes: It appearing by the said Votes that Beverly 
Randolph, Esqr. had a Majority in his Favour: Resolved therefore that the 
said Beverly Randolph be by this Committee nominated to the Cpmm.itteei of 
Safety as a proper Person for the Qommission of a Lieutenant Colonel for 
the County. Then the Committee proceeded to nominate a Person to act as 
1\1:ajor of the Militia ·of the said County, and the Persons appointed to examine 
the Ba~lots reported to the Committee the Votes as follqw: For Henry Skip
with, Esqr. 8; Thomas Davenport, Esqr. 5; Edward Haskins, Esqr. 4, Votes, 
and David Coupland, Esqr. 1 Vote: Then the Question was, whether the 
said Henry Skipwith or Thomas Da~enport, on whom the greatest Numbers 
of Votes fell, be nominated a,s, a Major for the said County, for which the 
Committee proceeded to vote by Ballot and the same Persons being appointed 
to examine the Ballots and report to the Committee, reported as followeth: 
For Henry Skipwith, Esqr. 15; for Thomas Davenport, Esqr. 3 Votes :-A 
Majority of the Votes appearing in Favour of Henry Skipwith, Esqr.: Re
solved, that the said Henry Skipwith be nominated to the Committee of 
Safety for a Major's Commission in the 1\1:ilitia of this County. 

Then the Committee proceeded to appoint proper Persons to laY, off this 
County in Districts, in Order to take a List of all Persons within the County, 
either white or black, male or .female, adults or infants· for a- general Survey 
agreeable to the Resolution of the last Convention: Ordered, that Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. Mosby and Mr. George Carrington junior do ,divide and lay off the County 



PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY 19 

into twe7.ty four proper Districts for the Purpose aforesaid, and allot to each 
Membe11 his proper District. Resolved, that Cumberland Court House be the 
Place for the Rendezvous of the Minute Men of this County after the Com
pletion of the Company. 

George Carrington (Chairman) . 
Thomas Miller, Clerk for the Day. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Tuesday the 17th of October 1'775. Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Pleasants, 
l\fr~ Mayo, l\fr. James, Mr. :Mosby, Mr. George Carrington junr., Mr. Joseph 
Carrington, Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Galland, l\fr. Wilson, Mr. William Smith, 
Mr. Hatcher, John Hyde Saunders, Clerk, Mr. Edward Carripgton, Mr. Eggles
ton, Mr. Robert Smith, Mr. Netherland and Mr. Woodson. 

Mr. Chairman proceeded to lay before the Committee the Business: of 
t~e Day and informed them that they are convened together to nominate 
proper Persons for Captains, Lieutenants and Ensigns of the Militia of the 
County. 

Upon Consideration whether the Doors of the Committee Chamber be 
shut and no Persons admitted but the Body of the Committee and their 
proper Officers, or whether they be continued open for the free Admittance 
of all Persons, who shall behave themselves decently: 

Resolved that the Doors be left open for the free Access of all .Persons 
desirious of being present, and who will behave with Decency and Order. 

On the l\fotion of 1\1:r. Joseph Carrington a Captain of a Minute Company 
for said County, whether this Committee will proceed to review a part of 
his Company of i\1inute l\1en before the whole Company are ready to be 
reviewed and received: Resolved, that this Committee will review and receive 
a Part of the said Company before the whol~ Company be completed ; or 
direct the same to be done agreeable to the Ordinance of the Convention. 

Thomas Harris is nominated Captain of the Company of the Militia 
in the lower End of the County where he lately acted as Captain in King 
William Parish. 

Anthony Martin is, by Ballot, nominated Lieutenant to the said Capt. 
Thomas Harris . 

. John Harris junr., Son of James Harris is, in 1\1:anner aforesaid, nomi
nated Ensign under the said· Capt. Thomas Harris. 

Seymore Scott is, in manner aforeJaid, nominated a Captain of the 
l\filitia in the upper End of the County. 

Miller ,v oodson is nominated a Captain of . a Militia Company ·below said 
Scott's do,vn Appomattox River . 

. John Langhorne is nominated a Captain of a Militia Company next below 
the said Woodson's. 

Archer Allen is nominated .a Captain of the Militia over the Company 
where he was lately appointed. 

Benjamin "\Vilson is appointed .a Captain of the Militia within the County 
below, where John Burton was lately Captain. · 

George Carrington junr. is nominated a' Captain of the Militia where 
Joseph Carrington was lately Captain. · 

Edmund Vaughan is nominated a Captain of the Militia whete John Cox 
lately held that Commiss,ion. 
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William Mayo is nominated a Captain of the Militia where he lately 
held that Place. 

Poindexter 1\tlosby is nominated a Captain of the Militia where he has 
formerly acted. 

Edward Haskins is unanin1ously nominated a Captain of the :Militia in 
the lower End of the County (on Appomattox River.). 

John Lee is nominated a Lieutenant under Capt. Seymore Scott. 
\Villiam Anderson is nominated an Ensign under the said Capt. Scott. 
Nathan Glenn is nominated a Lieutenant under Captain Miller "\Voodson. 
Bernard Guttery is nominated Ensign under the said. Capt. Woodson. 
Richard Allen is unanimously nominated Lieutenant under Captain John 

Langhorne. 
Moses Arno1d is nominated an Ensign under the said Capt. Langhorne. 
Alexander Guttery is nominated a Lieutenant under Captain Archer 

Allen. 
,villiam Coleman is nominated Ensign under the said Captain Allen. 
Robert Anderson is nominated Lieutenant under Captain Benjamin Wil-

son. 
Ge9rge Keiling is nominated Ensign under the said Captain vVilson. · 
John Swann is nominated Lieutenant under Captain George Carrington. 
Edmund Logwood is nominated Ensign under the said Capt. Carrington. 
James Drake is nominated Lieutenant unde1· Captain Edmund Vaughan. 
Sari:mel Hyde Saunders is nominated Ensign under the said Captain 

Vaughan. 
Thomas Stegar is nominated Lieutenant under Captain William l\rlayo . 
. Joseph Mayo is nominated Ensign under the s~id Capt. Will. Mayo. 
,vnuam Hobson is• nominated Lieutenant under Captain Poindexter 

Mosby. 
Richard Booker is nominated Ensign under the said Capt. Mosby, by 

unanimous Vote. 
Thomas Haskins is nominated Lieutenant under Captain Edward Haskins. 
George ,villiamson is nominated Ensign under the said Capt. Haskins. 
Resolved, that tne Thanks of the Inhabitants of this County are justly 

due to the Rev. Mr. John '\,Villiams for several late Patriotic Discourses 
delivered by him, which discover him a most warm Advocate for American 
Liberty : And the l\Iembers of this Committee. do in Behalf of themselves 
and their Constituents present their most cordial Thanks to that Gentleman 
according1y. 

Resolved, that Mr. Edward Carrington do wait on the said Mr. Williams 
with this Resolution, and that it be published in the Virginia Gazette. 

l\,1inute Men of the Company of Captain Joseph Carrington were reviewed 
by J.\ilr. James, Mr. John Woodson and Mr. Langhorne, and found by their 
Report to be sufficient Men. 

Ordered, that the said Mr. James, Mr. John Woodson and Mr. Mosby, and 
Mr. Netherland, or any three of them, review the Remainder of the said 
Company of Minute Men when required by Captain Joseph Carrington. 

Geo. Carrington, Ch'm. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 
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At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
l\1onday the 23rd October 1775. Present, l\rlr. Chairman, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. 
James, :Mr. Mosby, lVIr. Mayo, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Netherland, Mr. George 
Carrington junr. l\rlr. Edward Carrington, Mr. John Woodson, Mr. ,villiam 
Smith, Mr. Robert Smith, l\'lr. Eggleston, John Hyde Saunders, Clerk, and Mr. 
Charles vVoodson. 

A Report of a Review of fifty four Mlnute Men of Captain Joseph Car
rington returned and a Certificate ordered. 

Absent Mr. Chairman and Mr. Fleming. Mr. Mosby took the Chair in· 
the Absence of Mr. Chairman. 

George Carrington, Esqr. took the Oath and qualified as County Lieu
tenant before the Committee, agreeable to the Ordinance of Convention. 

William Fleming, Beverly Randolph and Henry Skipwith, Esqrs., took 
the Oath respectively and qualified before the Committee agreeable to the 
Ordinance of Convention ; the said Fleming as Colonel, Randolph as Lieu- . 
tenant Colonel, and Skip·with as Major of the l\iilit~a of the said County. 

Mr. Mosby left the Chair and Mr. Chairman resumed the Chair. Present, 
Mr. Fleming. 

Resolved, that Captain Poindexter Mosby hold his Place in Precedency 
and Rank the first of the Militia Captains of this County. 

Resolved, that Captain George Carrington junr., be the next Militia 
Captain in Seniority after Captain l\Iosby; that Captain Benjamin Wilson 
-come in next to Captain George Carrington junr., in Seniority as Captain of 
the Militia, and -Captain Thomas 1-Iarris next to Captain Wilson, and that 
next to said Captain Harris, Captain Edward Haskins take Place in Seniority 
as .a Militia Captain; and after the sai-d I-Iaskins, Captain Archer Allen to 
take Place next in Seniority as a l\lilitia Captain, and after the said Captain 
Allen, Captain Willia.m Mayo is next in Precedency. 

Resolved, that Captain Seymour Scott have Seniority and Place as a 
Militia Captain in this County next in Order after Captain William Mayo ; 
that Captain Miller '\iVoodson come next after the said Scott, as Captain of 
the Militia in Precedency; Captain John Langhorne the next Militia Captain 
in Seniority to Captain 1\Hller ,voodson; and that Captain Edmund Vaughn 
be the next lVIilitia Captain in Seniority in the Militia to Captain John Lang
horne. 

Resolved, that the Lieutenants and Ensigns hold their Commissions in 
Seniority and Place among one another respectively agreeable to the Seniority 
:and Place of their Captains. 

Absent Mr. Mosby and 1\1r. Wiliam Smith. Seymore Scott and Archer 
Allen, _Gent. took the Oath and qualified as Captains of the Militia agreeable to 
the Ordinance. 

Richard Allen, Gent. Lieutenant, and l\rloses Arnold, Gent. Ensign, took, 
-each, the Oath, and qualified agreeable to the Ordinance. 

Ordered, that Mr. Chairman, the Treasurer of this County for· the Time 
. being, or the succeeding rreasurer, do pay out of the Money collected for 
purchasing Ammunition for this County for 19 C'\iV of Lead, purchased for 
the Use of this County by ·1\fr. Fleming in some of the Frontier Counties, 
nnd that he rec8ive the Lead for the Use Benefit and Defence of this County 
:nnd secure the same in the most proper and convenient Place for the Purpose 
till further Orders from this Committee. · 
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Ordered that-Mr. Mayo and Mr. Mosby do procure Locks for the publicke 
M:usquetts and Guns of this County, .and contract with any Person or Persons 
for repairing and fixing the publicke Arms of said County. 

Ordered, that Mr. Edward Carrington and 1\1r. Mosby do collect the ~ub
licke Arms distributed in this County. 

Geo. Carrington, Ch. M. . 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

Soldiers enlisted under Captain Joseph Carrington, for the Minute Ser
vice, in the Amelia District, Cumberland County .. 

1 Nathaniel Wade Barker. 
3 David Hughes. 
5 .James 'J.lucker. 
7 David Linch. 
9 Thomas Bolling. 

11 Henry Sumpter. 
13 '\Villiam Miles. 
15 Hezekiah Carter. 
17 Hugh Robinson. 
19 Martin Aslin [or Oslin]. 
21 John Diggs. 
23 Pa trick Fitzsimmonds. 
25 Henry Fallwell. 
27 Hans Stegar. 
29 ,vnuam Turpin. 
31. Peter Pollock. 
83 .John Williams. 
35 John Franklin. 
37 Samuel Robinson. 
39 Joel Johnson. 
41 Terry Gallaway. 
43 ,John Graves. 
45 John Cocke. 
47 ,villiam Powell. 
49 Richard Faris. 
51 Nathaniel Robinson. 
53 Andrew Ed,vards. 

2 Samuel Mosby. 
4 Edward Hix. 
6 Michael Tucker. 
8 John Wily. 

10 William Dillon, Junr. 
12 William Hudgins. 
14 William Saunderson. 
16 Robert Mosby. 
18 John Carter. 
20 Jesse Mosby. 
22 Wright Bond. 
24 Warren Parkei. 
26 Daniel Johnson. 
28 John Clarke. 
30 John Scruggs. 
32 Jesse Dillon. 
34 \Villiam Ballieu. 
36 John Miles. 
38 William Jones. 
40 John Hendrick. 
42 Humphrey Coleman. 
44 James Winston. 

· 46 John Read_.e. 
48 James Hix. 
50 Isaac Peters. 
52 Habbacock Pride. 
54 Jesse l\!Ieador. 

Subaltern under Capt. Joseph Carrington of the M:inute Service. 
Robert Hughes, Lieutenant. 
Mayo Carrington, Ensign. 

\Ve the Subscribers, Committee lVIen for the County of Cumberland, have 
revie\ved forty seven l\tlinute l\,len belonging to the Company of Captain 
Joseph Carrington of the said County and find them able sound and proper 
Persons for Service. 

Given under our Hands this 17th day of October 1775. 
Rd. James. 
John Woodson. 
Morris Langhorne. 
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October 21st 1775 In Obedience to Order of Committee. we the Subscribe!"s 
being called upon by Capt. Joseph Carrington to review three Minute Men 
Which he produced : ,v e accordingly made the view and find them to be 
sufficient. 

L. 1\1:osby. 
Rd .. Tames. 
John Woodson. 

1775 1\tlonday 23 October one OClock. ,ve the· Subse1·ibers being called upon 
by Captain Joseph Carrington to view a further quantity of four Minute Men 
by him enlisted, Proceeded to do the same, and find them good and sufficient 
Men. Given under our Hands the Day and Hour above. 

The whole Company Complete. 

L. l\iosby. 
Rd. James. 
John Woodson. . 
John Netherland. 

Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House the 3rd 
November 1775. Present, 1Vlr. Chairman, Mr. :Mosby, lVIr. James, Mr. \iVilliam 
Smith, Mr. Netherland, Mr. Josep~ Carrington, 1\1:r. Eggleston, .Mr. Langhorne, 
Mr. Robert Smith, l\fr. Hatcher, Mr. George Carrington junr. Mr. "\iVilson and 
Mr. Ed,yard Carrington. 

Resolved, that J\,Ir. Langhorne and l\'lr. Calland wait on Mr. Henry Macon 
in Consequence of being informed of his transporting Wheat to. Navigation 
contrary to the Resolution of the Committee of Safety, and desire he may 
desist from such Proceeding, and that the Chairman may inform the Chair
man of Chesterfield that this Committee has received Information that Alex
ander Banks has stored Wheat contrary to the same. 

Captain Poindexter Mosby, Captain Benjamin \iVilson, Captain William 
l\'layo, Captain Thomas Harris, Captai~ Miller \Voodson, and Captain John 
Langhorne· took the Oath, respectively, directed by Ordinance of Convention 
and qualified as Militia Captains in this County. Absent Mr. vVilson. 

Captain George. Carrington junr. took the Oath agreeable to the Ordi
nance of Convention and qualified as a l\filitia Captain of this County. Absent 
Mr. George Carrington junr. 

Anthony Martin having refused to take upon himself the Office of Lieu
tenant under Captain Thomas Harris agreeable to his Appointment, Charles 
Clarke, junr. is nomin.atecl a Lieutenant under Captain Thomas Harris in the 

I 

Room of the said Martin. 
Lieutenant Thoma·s Haskins1 Lieutenant John Lee, Lieutenant Alexander 

Guttry, Lieutenant .James Drake, Lieutenant Charles Clarke junr. and Lieu
tenant Thomas· Stegar took the Oath, respectively, as Lieutenant of the 
Militia of this County under their Captains and qualified agreeable to the 
Ordinance of Convention. 

Ensign George Keeling, Ensign George ,vnuamson, Ensign Edmund Log
wood, Ensign John Harris, Em;ign Richard Boolrnr, Ensign Samuel Hyde 
Saunders, Ensign ,vnuam Anderson, and Ensign :Mayo took the _Oath respec• 
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tively and qualified as Ensigns in the l\'.Iilitia under their Captains agreeable 
to the Ordinance of Convention. 

l\1r. Littleberry :Mosby, Mr. Netherland, l\ilr. ,villiam Smith, Mr. Robert 
Smith and l\:!r. Saunders or any three of them are appointed to review 
Captain Edwaru Carrington's Company of l\iinute l\1en. 

Geo. Carrington, Ch. 1\:1. 
Teste. Thomas Miller, CI. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County on Monday November 18th, 
1775. Present, l\,Ir. Chairman, Mr. Fleming, :Mr. Mosby, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. 
Uarrison, l\!Ir. George Carrington jr., Mr. Netherland, l\'.lr. Langhorne, l\,Ir. 
Eggleston, Mr. \,Villiam Smith, Mr. Callan(], Mr. Wilson and Mr. Charles Wood~ 
son junr. 

John Burton is nomiuated a Captain of the Militia of this County under 
the Ordinance of Convention. 

Jesse Merryman is nominated Lieutenant ·of the l\Iilitia under Captain 
John Burton, agreeable to the Ordinance. 

Simon Gentry is nominated Ensign of the l\:Iilitia under Captain John 
Burton, agreeable to the Ordinance. 

The Committee then adjourned to l\'.Ionday next nine o'Clock. 

Geo Carrington. 
Teste. Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Monday the 27th Day of November 1775. Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Fleming, 
Mr. Mayo, Mr. Pleasants,, Mr. James, Mr. Mosby, Mr. Netherland, Mr. La1~g
horne,. Mr. Hatcher, l\,Ir. John "\:Voodson, Mr. Haskins, Mr. Eggleston, Mr. 
William Smith, Mr. Edward Carrington, Mr. Charles Woodson junr. Mr. 
Robert Smith, l\1r. Wilson, John Hyde Saunders, Clerk, and Mr. George 
Carrington junr ~ 

Ordered, that the Order of this Committee touching the Exportation of 
vVheat out of this County be rescinde~,- and the same is rescinded accordingly. 

Ordered, that George Carrington junr. Georgee Hancock, and Thomas 
Miller do superintend the Election of Committee Men this Day and observe 
that no Persons vote unless those who are qualified under the Ordinance of 
Convention, to th~ best of their Knowledge. 

Edward Haskins and John Burton, Gentlemen, took each the Oath of 
a Militia Captain in this County, and qualified agreeable to the Ordinance 
of Convention. 

• William Hobson, Gentleman, took the Oath and qualified as a Lieutenant 
of the Militia of this County under Captain Poindexter Mosby, and qualified 
agreeable to the Ordinance of Convention. 

George Carrington junr. George Hancock and Thomas Miller qualified 
by Oath to superintend the Election of Committee Men this day. 

Geo Carrington. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com . 

. 
. On Monday the 27th Day of November 1775 the Freeholders of Cumber-

land County met together at the Court House of said County ( it being Court 
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day) to elect a Committ~ of twenty one Persons, to act, agreeable to an 
Ordinance of the General Convention, for and during the Space of one Year: 
And the Chairman of the Committee, then being, received the Ballots of the 
several Electors, in the Presence of George Carrington junr. George Hancock 
and Thomas Miller, who were appointed by the Committee to judge of the 
Qualifications of the Persons offering their Ballots, as to their Freehold and 
Right of electing, and in the Presence of as many of the Committee, then 
being, as chose to attend: And after the several Freeholders had delivered 
their Ballots to the Chairman and the Poll was closed, the Chairman pro
ceeded to read the Ballots, and George Carrington junr. and Thornas Miller 
to minute down and count the Number of Votes which each Person, voted for, 
had, in the Presence of as many of the Committee, then being, ·as pleased to 
attend; and they were found to stand as follow ; · 
Viz .. 
For ..................................... J ohn l\.iayo ................... . .............. ~ ............................ 210 Votes 
Fo1· ..... : .................................. \Villi am Fleming ....... ~ .............................................. 207 Votes 
For ..................................... Cartei• Henry Harr if on ............................................ 187 Votes 
For ...................................... Beverly Randolph ................................................................... 181 Votes 
Fo :· ....... ~ ............................... James Pleasant$ ..................................................................... 176 Votes 
For ........................................... George Carrington ........................................................................ 172 · Votes 
Fo: · ................................. ~ ................ Ed ward Haskins .................................................................................... 171 Votes 
For ......................................... Frederick Ha tcheL· ............................................................... 165 Votes 
For .......................................... Saymore Scott .............................................................. ~ .... 155 Votes 
For ......................................... Thomas Harris ........................................................................ 150 Votes 
For ....... "·· ......... _ ................... Li ttleberry l\iosb ~· ......................................... ~ ................ 138 Votes 
For ........................................... Henry Skip with ..................... s ......................................... 136 Votes 
For ......................................... Arthur l\tloseley .......................................................... : ... 124 Votes 
For ........................................ John Harris ........................................................................... 113 Votes 
F<?r ............ : ....................................... Maurice Langhorne ............................................................................ 110· Votes 
For ......................................... Charles vVoodson ................................................................. 109 Votes 
For .......................................... George Carringt01i' junr ..................................................... 104 Votes 
For .. : ...................................... Miller Woodson .......... ~ ..................................................... 104 Votes 
For ........................................... Archer Allen ................... 0 ............ -........................... •••• ........ 99 Votes 
For ......................................... J ohn Nether land ................................................................................ 88 Votes 
For ........... , ........................................ Thomas Davenport .............................................................................. ~ 85 Votes 

' 

It appeared farther that Bartlett Thompson had 82 Votes minuted down 
and counted to him, and 4 other Votes minuted down and counted to Bar-, 
tholemew Thompson; \Vhereupon the -said Barlett prayed that he might have 
the-Benefit of the said four Votes, minuted down and counted to Bartholemew, 
to be added to his Number of eighty two, by which he would have eighty six 
Votes, and be elected a Committee Man in Exclusion of Thomas Davenport, 
who had eighty five Votes only, minuted down and counted to him; and 
further said, that there was no person of the name of Bartholemew Thompson 
within said County of Cumberland, or elsewhere, as far as he knew or 
believed, and the four Votes aforesaid of right belonged to him, and were given 
to Bartholemew, instead of· Bartlett Thompson, altogether through a Mistake 
of the Name, or Manner of Spelling it ;but as George Carrington junr. who 
had kept that Part of the Poll, had minuted down the eighty two Votes to 
Bartlett Thompson, and the four other Votes to Bartholemew Thompson, it 
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was left to the said Bartlett Thompson to scrutiniize the Matter at anothe:r
Dny, if he thought proper; and John :t\'Iayo, William Fleming, Carter Henry 
Harrison, Beverly Randolph, James Pleasants, George Carrington, Edward 
Haskins, Frederick Hatcher, Saymore Scott, Thomas Harris, Littleberry 
Mosby, Henry Skipwith, Arthur Moseley, John Harris, Maurice Langhorne; 
Charles '\-Voodson, George Carrington junr. Miller· Woodson, Archer Allen, 
John Netherland, and Thomas Davenport were returned by the Chairman 
and the Examiners· the Committee for the said County, and proclaimed 
accordingly. Whereupon the said Committee convened themselves, agreeable
to an Ordinance of the Convention at the Court House on Thursday the 
seventh Day of December Anno Domini 1775, when there were present th~ 
following Gentlemen, viz. Beverly Randolph, James Pleasants, George Cur
rington, Saymore Scott, Littleberry Mosby, Henry Skipwith, Arthur Moseley~ 
Maurice Langhorne; George Carrington junr .• John Netherlm1fl, and Thomns 
Davenport; and being. so convened, they proceeded to chuse by Ballot from 
among their Body a Chairman, and the Ballots, being examined and counted, 
fell out as follow: For George Carrington, 7 Votes·; for Carter Henry IJ;ar
rison, 2 Votes ; for William Fleming, 1 Vote, and for John Mayo, 1 Vote : 
Whereupon George Carrington Esq. having a Majority of Votes of the whole 
Committee, then present, was chosen Chairman. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Thursday 7th December 17'75. . 

Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. Scott, Mr. 
Mosby, Mr. Skipwith, Mr. Moseley, Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Carrington junr. l\Ir. 
Netherland and Mr. Davenport. 

The Committee proceeded to chuse a Clerk, when Thomas Miller was 
unanimously elected to act in that Capacity. 

On the Motion of Edward Carrington, a Captain of a Minute Company tc:> 
be raised for the County, Ordered, that Mr. Moseley, Mr. Langhorne, l\'Ir. 
Charles Woodson, Mr. George Carrington junr., and Mr. Netherland, or any 
three of them, do review the Company of the said Edward Carrington, or 
any Part thereof and make a Report thereof to this Committee, agreeable
to an Ordinance of the General Convention of this Colony. 

Geo Carrington 
Teste,. Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Meeting of th~ Committee of Cumberland County at the Court 
House the 18th December 1775. 

Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Randolph, lvlr. Scott, Mr. Hatcher, Mr. 
Thomas Harris, l\'Ir. Mosby, l\fr. Skipwith, Mr. John Harris, Mr~ :Miller \Vood
son, l\iir. Netherland, and Mr. Carrington. 

George Carrington junr. is appointed Clerlcof this Committee vro Tempore. 
The Committee appointed to review the Company under Captain Edward 

Carrington .of the Minute Service. this Day made their Report that the said 
Company appeared complete on the seventeenth Day of this Month, and the 
same is ordered to be certified to the Committee of Safety. 

Mr. Mosby, Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. Nt?.tberland, Mr. Charles 
Woodson and Mr. Carrington., or any three or more of them are appointed 
to review the Soldiers of the Minute S.~rvice under Captain Charles Fleming. 

Edward Carrington, Captain, and William Moseley, Ensign, in the l\ilinute 
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Service, this Day in Committee took the Oath directed by the Ordinance of 
the Convention. · 

Jesse Merryman, Lieutenant in the l\Hlitia of this County, took the Oath 
directed by the Ordinance of the Convention, and qualified. 

A :Member of this Committee moved that it might be determined whether • 
the Committee have. a Right to determine in all Cases of Election of Com-
mittee Men; and the Question being put, it is resolved in the Affirmative. 

The Motion of Mr. Bartletf Thompson complaining of an undue Election 
and Return iof Mr .. Thomas Davenport to serve as a Member of this Com
mittee is referred 'til the next :Meeting of the Committee. 

Geo Carrington Ch. l\I. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Monday the 5th Day of ~.,ebruary 1776. 

Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. l\1ayo, lVIr. Fleming, Mr. Randolph, i\lr. 
Pleasiants, · Mr. Hatcher, Mr. Scott, Mr. Thomas Harris, Mr. Mosby, i\:Ir. Skip
with, Mr. John Harris, Mr. Langhorne, l\1r. Charles Woodson, Mr. Carrington, 
junr. Mr. Miller Woodson, Mr. Allen, Mr. Netherland and Mr. Davenport. 

On the Motion of Bartlett Thompson, praying that he ,may have the 
Benefit of the four Votes minuted down to Bartholemew. Thompson and pro
duced a Certificate sworn to before Mr. :Mayo one. of this Committee by 
Creed Haskins, who made Oath that he wrote the Ballots for four Electors, 
viz. Joseph Robinson, Isham :Miles, Langhorne Tabb and William Daniel, 
and that they directed him to set down Bartlett Thompson as one on their 
respective Ballots, and he set him down by the Name of Bartholemew 
Thompson : The Evidence not appearing sufficient for the Committee to go 
into an Examination of the Matter; Ordered that it be continued to the 
next Committee. Present Mr. Harrison. 

The Committee proceeded to nominate and appoint, by Ballot, a Captain 
for t~e regular Company to be raised in this County, and after each l\iember 
had given in his Ballot; Ordered, that the Clerk of this Committee do examine 
and count the Ballots, and report to this Committee how they Stand. The 
Clerk of the Committee having accordingly examined the Ballots found 
them to stand as follow; viz. For ·Charles lneming 10 Votes, and for Edward 
Carrington 8 Votes: Resolved thereforei that Charles Fleming, Gentleman, 
be nominated and recommended as a Captain of the Regular Company to be 
raised for this County by an Ordinance of the late Convention. The Com
mittee then proceeded to nominate and appoint a first Lieutenant to Captain 
l~Jeming in the Manner aforesaid, ·and upon the Clerk's examining ~nd counting 
the Ballots found them to stand as follow, viz. For ,villiam lVIoseJy 14 Votes: 
for Mayo Carrington 2 Votes ; for Thomas Railey 1 Vote, and for Horatio 
Turpin 1 Vote: Resolved therefore, that ,vi_lliam :Moseley, Gentleman, be 
nominated and recommended as a first Lieutenant in the Regular Company 
to be raised in this County. The Committee then proceeded to vote by Bal
lot for a second Lieutenant to the said Company, and upon Examination of 
the Ballots by the Clerk,· they were found to stand as follow, viz. For ,vn
lia.m Bernard junr. 7 Votes; for l\iayo Carrington 5 Votes; for Horatio Turpin 
2 Votes; for Benjamin Netherland junr. 1 Vote; for Charles Bal-low 1 Yote; 
for Thomas Railey 1 Vote, and for John Clarke 1 Vote: The greater Nl1n1-
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ber of Votes falling on William Bernard junr. and l\tlayo Carrington, the 
Committee proceeded to vote whether the said Bernard .junr. or Carrington 
be the second Lieutenant; upon Examination of the Ballots by the Clerk 
they ,vere found to stand as follow, viz. For '1Villiam Bernard junr. 10 Votes, 
rind for Mayo Carrington 8 Votes; the said Bernard having a Majority of 
the Votes in his Favor: Resolved therefore that the said William Bernard 
junr. Gentleman, be nominated and recommended as the second Lieutenant 
to the Company of Regulars to be raised for this County. The Committee 
then proceeded to vote by Ballot for an Ensign in the said Company of 
Regulars to be raised in this County; and upon Examination of the Ballots 
they were reported by the Clerk to stand as follovv, viz. For lVfayo Carring
ton 6 Votes; for Benjamin Netherland junr. 4 Votes; for Littleberry l\Iosby 
junr. 2 Votes; for .John Clarke 3 Votes; for Thomas Railey 2 Votes, and for 
Horatio Turpin 1 Vote: Mayo Carrington and Benjamin Netherland, junr. 
appearing to have the greatest Number of Votes; the Committee proceeded 
to vote by Ballot whether the said Carrington or Netherland be nominated 
as Ensign in the said Company, and after the Clerk had examined and 
~ounted the Votes, he reported them to stand as follow, vtz. For Mayo 
Carrington 13 Votes, and for Benjamin Netherland junr. 5 Votes,: The 
:Majority of the Votes falling on Mayo Carrington; Resolved therefore, that 
lfayo Carrington, Gentieman, be nominated and recommended as an Ensign 
in the Company of Regulars to be raised in this County. 

Resolved, that Cumberland Court House be appointed as the Place of 
Rendezvous for the Regular Company to be raised in this County. 

Resolved, that l\fr. J\1osby, lVIr. Netherland and l\tlr. Mayo, or any two of 
them, do review the Company of Regulars. to be raised for this County, 
as the same may be recruited and made up, and that they make Repoi't 
thereof to this Committee, agreeable to the Ordinance of the Committee. 

The Committee then proceeded to vote for Minute Officers in the Room 
of Nathaniel Carrington who resigns his Place as· Lieutenant of a Company 
raised and to be raised, as also in the Room of those Minute Officers who 
have this Day been appointed in the Regular Service. The Ballots for a 
J\'Iinute Captain in the Room of Charles Fleming lately a Captain of·a Minute 
Company in this County being examined and counted by the Clerk, he reported 
them to stand as follow, viz. For William Turpin 5 Votes; for John Wily 
4 Votes; for John Swann 2 Votes; for John Clarke 2 Votes; for Littleberry 
Mosby junr. 2 Votes; for .John :Mosely 1 Vote; for Hughes Woodson 1 Vote, 
.and for Thomas Railey 1 Vote. '1Villiam Turpin and .John Wiley having the 
_greatest Number of Votes, the Committee proceeded to vote by Ballot whether 
the said Turpin or Wiley be nominated and recommended as a Captain of 
the said Minute Company, and after the Committee had voted and the Clerk 
•exam1ned and counted the Ballots, he reported them to stand as follow, viz. 
For vVilliam Turpin 10 Votes, and for John "\iViley 8 Votes: "\iVilliam Turpin 
appearing to have a Majority of the Votes; Resolved therefore that William 
Turpin, Gentleman, be nominated and recommended as a Captain of the 
l\linute Company in the Room of Charles Fleming lately a Captaiq of the 
:said l\iinute Company; 

The Committee proceeded to nominate a Lieutenant in the Minute Service 
under Captain William Turpin in the Room of Nathaniel Carrington lately 
Lieutenant: Resolved, that Littleberry Mosby junr. Gentleman, be nominnted 
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and appointed Lieutenant in the Minute Company under Captain ,vnliam 
Turpin. 

The Committee then proceeded to vote for an Ensign in the Company 
of Minute Men under Captain Joseph Carrington, in the Room of Mayo Car
rington lately an Ensign in that Company, and after the Clerk had examined' 
and counted the Ballots he reported them to stand as follow, viz. For 
Thomas Railey 14 Votes; for Benjamin Netherland junr. 3 Votes, and for 
John Clarke 1 Vote: r.rhomas Railey appearing to have a l\lajority of the 
votes of the whole Committee; resolved therefore that Thomas Railey, Gen
tleman be nominated and recommended as an Ensign in Captain Joseph 
Carrington's Company of Minute Men, in the Room of Ma_yo Carrington 
appointed an Ensign in the Regular Company to be raised in this County. 

The Committee proceeded to vote by Ballot for an Ensign in Captain 
Edward Carrington's Company of Minute l\1en, in the Room of \Villiam 
Mosely this Day appointed a Lieutenant in the Company of Regulars to be 
raised for this County; and after the Clerk had examined and counted the 
Ballots he reported them to stand as follow, viz. For John Clarke 7 Vote~; for 
Thomas Thompson Swann 4 Votes; for John Mosely ~ Votes; for Benjamin 
Netherland 2 Votes, and, for John \ViJey 1 Vote (lVIr. Pleasants of the Com
mittee being absent) It appearing that John Clarke and Thomas Tho1npson 
Swann had the greater Number of Votes, the Committee proceeded to vote 
whether of the two should be nominated as Ensign, and upon Examination 
of the Ballots by the Clerk, he reported, that John Clarke had 12 Votes, and 
Thomas Thompson Swann 5 Votes. 'rhe said Clarke having a :Majority of 
Votes; Resolved, that John Clarke, Gentleman, be nominated and recom
mended as an Ensign in Captain Edward Carrington's Company of l\'.linute 
Men in the Room of V\Tilliam Mosely lately an Ensign in that Company. The 
Committee proceeded to nominate an. Ensign in the· Minute Company of 
Captain· ,villiam Turpin in the Room of Littleberry Mosby jr. lately an 
Ensign in that Company ; and after the Ballots were counted as aforesaid 
they were found to stand as follow, viz. For John Wiley 7 Votes; for 
Benjamin Netherland junr. 3 Votes; for John Moseley 2 Votes; for Francis 
I-Iarris 2 Votes; for John Povall 2 Votes,; for Hughes vVoodson 1 Vote! and 
for Horatio Turpin 1 Vote (Pre~ent Mr1 Pleasants) It appearing that 
John vViley and Benjamin Netherland had the greater Number of Votes, 
the Committee proceeded to vote ,vhether of the two be nominated, and the 
Ballots, being examined as aforesaid~ were foun_d to stand as follow, viz. 
For John ,vney 12 Votes; for Benjamin Netherland junior 6 Votes: The 
Majority of the Votes falling on Wil~y: Resolved therefore that John Wiley, 
Gentleman, be nominated and recommended as an Ensign in the Minute Com
pany of Captain William Turpin, in the Room of Littleberry Mosby j_unr. 
la_tely an Ensig11- of said Company. 

Colo. George Carrington, Colo. William Fleming and Carter Henry Har
rison, ·Esqrs. are appointed to represent this County in the Committee of 
Amelia District. 

Beverly Randolph, James Pleasants and John Mayo, Esqrs. are appointed 
as Substitutes in the Pla·ce of the said Carrington E'leming and Harrison 
respectively, in Case of their or either of their Absence. 

Mr. Edward Carrington signifying to this Committee a Desire to travel 
from his County to different Places in the Colony, and probably to the most 
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distant Parts of the United Colonies of America; we cannot forbear, in 
Justice to that Gentleman's Character, to recommend him to the World as 
a Valuable Member of ·Civil Society, and a warm ~.,riend to the Interests 
and Liberty of America. Ever since the Commencement of the present 
unhappy Dispute between Great Britain and these Colonies, Mr. Carrington 
has proved himself ready to step forth in the Common Defence-did step 
forth among the first fro1n this- County as a Lieutenant of the Volunteer 

; 

Company raised among us-has acted his Part well in different Depart-
ments, and we think him worthy the Notice of all true Lovers of their 
Country. His private dhars.cter has hitherto been irreproachable,, and his 
publick Conduct without l:tJxception. He was elected a Committee Man for 
this County, and afterwards nominated a Captain to a Minute Company; 
-both ,vhich Places he filled weil, was active, diligent, useful, · and com
pleted his Company: \Ve therefore hope he will meet with every Honour 
and Preferment among Strange1·s, to which his Merit entitules him. 

\Yilliam Gay, Gentleman, is nominated a Captain of the Militia in the 
Room of Edmund Vaughan who was lately a Captain but now has resigned 
his Commission. 

l\fr. Harrison moved, that a Resolution he had drawn up in Consequence 
of some Resolutions lately published by the Continental Congress should be 
received by this Committee, and the siame being read was accordingly re
ceived, to be transcribed by the Clerk before or at the next Meeting of 
this Committee. 

The Clerk of this Committee is directed to apply to the Printer or any 
Printer within this Colony for such Speeches, Resolutions and Publications 
of the General Congress· as may be useful to the People of this County, and 
to engage for fifty Copies of each Speech Resoiution or other Publication 
of the General Congress ns may be useful to the People of this County, to be 
paid for by this Committee. 

Bernard Guttre~r, Gent. an Ensign in Captain Miller Woodson's Company 
of M1litia took the usual Oath and qualified before this Committee, accord
ing to the Ordinance of th~ Convention. 

Robert Anderson, Gent. Lieutenant in Captain Benjamin Wilson's Com
pany of l\1ilitia took the usual Oath and qualified before this• Committee, 
accorrling to the Ordinance of the Convention. 

John Swann, Gent. Lieutenant in Captain George Carrington's Co1npany 
of l\1ilitia took the usual Oath and qualified before. this Committee, accord
ing to the Ordinance of the Convention. 

Resolved, thnt l\ir. Chairman, Mr. Fleming, 1\fr. Harrison, Mr. Randolph 
. . 

and 1\'.Ir. Mayo be recommended tc, the Committee of Safety as a Court of 
Enquiry for this County agreeable to an Ordinance of the late Convention, 
entitled, "An Ordinance for establishing a l\-Iode of Punishment for the 
Enemies of America in this Colony." 

Geo Carrington 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Com.mittee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Thursday the 29th Day of February Anno _Domini 1776. Present, Mr. Chair
man, 1\fr. Mayo, Mr. Fleming, l\-Ir. Randolph, Mr. Pleasants, 1\fr. Mosby, Mr. 
Skipwith, Mr. Charles Woodson, Mr. George Carrington junr. Mr. Miller 
w·oodson and Mr.· Allen. 



PROCEEDINGS OF COMl\UT'l'EE OF SAFETY OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY 31 

The Resolution drawn up by l\tlr. Harrison, a Member of this Committee, 
touching some Resolutions lately publisheCl by the Oontinental Congress, and 
a.·eceived by this Committee at a former Session, being traoscribed stood as 
followeth. 

""\Vhereas it is notorious to this Committee, that every Artifice has been 
practiced, and no Stratagem unatte1npted, bJ' a Sett of l\fen among us, who, 
notwithstanding their false Glosses and external Demeanour, are avo-wed 
Enemies as well to the Constitution of Great Britain as the happy Union 
·which once subsisted between the l\fother Country and her ,Colo'nies, to draw 
many, othenvise honest and well meaning, but uninformed People in this 
Colony into erroneous Opinions, and to obstruct, as far as in· their Power, 
that Universal Harmony and Union, which we wish to establish through the 
Continent, have endeavored to detach them by the mos,t dreadful Apprehen
sions of the probable Issue of the present Contests ; and whereas it is· recom
mended to the different Committees by the Honourable Continental Congress, 
to treat all such Persons with Kindness., and to view their Errors as proceed
ing, rather from want of Information, than of Virtue or publick Spirit; to 
:assure them; that Necessity, not Choice, has driven us to defend, by A.rms, 
-0ur Rights· and Liberties; and, in Order to e:\.'l)lain to them the Origin, Nature 
and extent of the present Controversy, liberally to dis,tribute among the 
People the Proceedings of the Congress, the late Speeches _in Parliament rela
tive to American Grieva.nces and such other Pamphlets as tend to elucidate 
the lVlerits of the American Cause: 

Resolved, that the Printers be encouraged to print in a· Pamphlet the 
Speeches of tb,e great Patriots in both Houses of );>arliament relative to 
American Grievances; and that the Members of this Committee use their 
utmost Endeavours, to carry the above recited Resolution into Effect, and that 
nfty Copies of the Proceedings of the Continental Congress, and other neces
sary Papers be purchased at the Expense of this Committee for the Use of 
the• County. 

And whereas it is incumbent on us, particularly at this Time, to pre
serve Unanimity and Harmony among ourselves, and to show that we are 
determined to promote Merit ·to the utmost of our Power wherever to be 
found: 

Resolved, that it be recomm.ended to the Inhabitants of this County in 
particular, and of the Colony in general, that all Distinction of Colonies and 
Countries be laid aside; that there be no other Name known among them 
than that of Americans and that E::very Man, who will heartily join in this 
<!ommon and ever glorious StrtJggle. for Liberty, be considered and treated 
as an American born." 

Thomas l\tliller reported to this· Committee, that in Pursuance of a former 
Order directing the Clerk of this Committee to. apply to the Printer or 
Printers for suc:;h Resolutions, Speeches and Publications as might be useful 
to the People in this County, he had purchased of Messrs1• Dixon and Hunter 
in Williamsburg sundry Speeches of the Bisihop of St. iA.saph and Political 
Pamphlets of one Sharp, amounting in_ the whole of both Kinds to the Num
ber of five dozen, and costing the Sum of two Pounds_ two Shillings and six 
Pence. - That they were all of the Kind he could find in any of the Printin~ 
Offices, now on Hand; but that agreeable to the Resolution of this Committee 
.he had endeavoured to encourage the reprinting il1 a P~mphlet the Speech of 
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Edmund Burke, Esquire, on the American Question, and some other Political 
Productions, which might prove entertaining and useful to the County: That 
the above mentioned Speeches and Pamphlets already purchased were charged 
to him, and brought up and distributed through the . County. 

The Company complete of Captain Charles Fleming, of the Regular Ser
vice, reviewed by Mr. :Mosby and Mr. Netherland and others, was reported 
to this Committee and received, and a Certificate ordered to be granted to the 
said Captain Ineming. 

The Regular Company of this County, under Captain Charles Fleming, is 
directed to march to Gloucester _Court House, and to begin their march in 
one \Veek from this Time. 

Nathan Glenn, Gentleman, Ensign in Captain l\1iller \Voodson's Company 
of Militia in this County took the usual Oath and qualified agreeable to the 
Ordinance of Convention. · 

Ordered, thaf Mr. Mosby do contract for the Waggon, Team, and Driver 
employed by Captain Charles Fleming to carry hts· Company's Baggage down 
to Gloucester Court House, after being disengaged from. Captain Fleming, to 
proceed immediately from Gloucester Court House and go to Hampton and 
bring up from thence a Load of Salt for the Use of this County, and that 
the said vV.aggon, Team, and Driver be employed by the Day from the Time 
of leaving Gloucester Court House till he brings up his Load of Salt to 
Cumberland Court House. · 

The Committee then proceeded to go into an Examination of the disputed 
Election between Thomas Davenport and Bartlett Thompson, and after 
examining sundry Witnesses and hearing Evidence; It is considered anti 
resolved,. That Bartlett Thompson be received as a Member of this Com
.mittee in Exclusion of Tho1nas Davenport who hath hitherto set a Member 
in this Committee since the last Election; and that the said Bartlett Thomp
son have Notice of this Resolution. 

Ordered, that the whole Proceedings of the late Committee of this 
County; and also of this present Committee be fairly transcribed by the Clerk 

I . . 

in a Book or Books~of Record to be_ kept for that Purpose: And also, that 
all Letter~ which come directed to the Chairman of this Committee, oi: to 
the Committee·, for the Use of this Committee, be communicated to the Com
mittee at their next Sitting, and filed bf the Clerk of the Committee in his 
Office. 

George Carrington 
. Teste, Thomas Miller,· Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Friday the fifth Day of April 1776. 

Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Fleming, l\Ir. Harrison, Mr. Pleasants, Mr. 
Hatcher, Mr. Scott, Mr. Thomas Harris, Mr. Mosby, Mr. Langhorne~ Mr. 
Carrington and Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. Chairman l3rid before th~ Committee the Business of the Day. 
It appearing to the Committee, that William Turpin, nominated a Cap

tain to a l\tlinute Company to be raised for this County, has not completed his 
Number of Men agreeable to an Ordinance of the Convention, and further 
that the said Turpin, by Letter, is ,villing to resign his Appointment; Resolved, 
that Littleberry l\fosby junr. Gentleman, be nominated and appointed a 
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Captain of the :Minute Company in the Room of William Turpin_ lately the 
Captain; he the said l\iosb;y having been Lieutenant under Turpin, and it 
appearing that he had raised his Complement of Men as Lieutenant. 

The Committee proceeded to vote by Ballot for a Captain of the Minute 
Company in this County in the Place of Edward Carrington, who was lately 
a Captain of a Minute Company (the said ·Edward being now disqualified by 
another Appointment) and upon Examination of the Ballots by- the Clerk, 
the Votes stood as follow ; For John Langhorne 9 Votes, and for John Swann 
1 Vote-John Langhorne having a Majority of the Votes of the ,vhole Com
mittee; Resolved therefore, that John Langhorne, Gentleman, be nominated 
and _nppointed Captain of the :Minute Company in which Edward Carrington 
was lately Oaptain . 

. John l\iosby having resigned and vacated his Place as Lieutenant in the 
l\finute Company under Captain Ed,vard Carrington formerly of the said 
Company: Resolved, that ,John Clarke, Gentleman, lately an Ensign in the 
said Company, be nominated and appointed Lieutenant in the said Company 
of Minute Men, now under _Captain John Langhorne. 

The Committee then proceeded to vote by Ballot for a Lieutenant in 
the Company of Minute Men now under Captain ~ittleberry l\1osby junr. and 
after Examination of the Ballots by the Clerk they appeared to stand as fol
low ; For John Wiley 6 Votes ; for Thomas Thompson Swann 2 Votes ; for 
John Swann 1 Vote, and for Charles Ballow 1 Vote :-John Wiley having a 
Majority of the Votes of the Whole Committee; . Resolved therefore, that 
John \Viley, Gentleman, be nominated and appointed a _Lieutenant of the· 
Minute Company under Captain Littleberry Mosby junr. 

The Committee proceeded to vote by Ballot for an Ensign in the Com
pany of Minute Men under _Captain John Langhorne, and upon Examination of 
the Ballots by the Clerk, they appeared to stand as follow: viz. For, Robert 
Mosby 4 Votesi; for Charles Ballow 2 Votes·; for .John :Mosely, 2 Votes, and 
for Thomas Thompson Swann 2 Votes : As· none of the Persons voted for 
had a Majority of the whole Committee and as Robert Mosby had the greatest 
Number and the others were equal in Number, the Question was, whether the 
said Mosely, Ballow, or Swann be voted for with Mosby, and it was resolved, 
that Thomas Thompson Swann be balloted for with Robert Mosby, and upon 
Examination of the Ballots by the Clerk, he reported them to stand as follow; 
viz. For ~obert Mosby 6 Votes, and for Thomas Thom-pson Sw·ann 4 Votes-:
Robert Mosby having a :Majority of the Votes of the whole Committee; 
Resolved therefore, that Robert :Mosby, Gentleman, be nominated and ap
pointed Ensign in the Company of l\Iinute Men under Captain John Langhorne .. 

The Committee then proceeded to vote by Ballot as before for an Ensign. 
in the Company of Minute Men under Captain Littleberry Mosby junr. an~ 
upon Examination of the Ballots by the Clerk they were reported to stand' 
as follow: viz. For, Charles Ballow 5 Votes, and for Thomas Thompson 
Swann 5 Votes: It appearing that the said Charles Ballow and Thomas 
Thompson Swann had an equal Number of Votes, the Chairman agreeable to 
Ordinance and Rule wa·s to determine the l\1atter by his Vote, which being 
given to Thomas Thompson Swann, he had a Majority of the Votes of the· 
whole Committee ; Resolved therefore, that Thomas Thompson Swann, Gentle
man, be nominated and appointed Ensign in the Company of Minute Men 
under Captain Littleberry Mosby, junr.· 
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Resolved, that Richard Allen, Gentleman: lntely a Lieutenant in Captain 
John Langhorne's Comp?)ny of 1\Iilitiu be now appointed Captain of the said 
Company of Militia in the Place .of .John Langhorne promoted to- the l\finute 
Service. 

Resolved, that lVIoses Arnold, Gentleman, lately an Ensign in Captain 
John Langhorne's Company of l\lilitia be nominated and appointed Lieutenant 
thereof under Captain Richard Allen. 

Re~olved, that Benjamin Allen, Gentleman, be nominated and appointed 
Ensign in Captain Richard Alle1i's Compan;\' of :Militia in the Room of :Moses 
Arnold lately Ensign thereof. 

The Committee proceeded to vote for nn En~ign iri the Company of lVIilitia 
under Captain John Burton in the Place of Simon Gentry who refuses to act 
in that Capacity: Upon Exa.mination of the Ballots by the Clerk, they 
.appeared to stand as follow; viz. For .John Burton junr. 7 Votes; for Thomas 
Davenport junr. 2 Votes, a·nc1 for ,vuuam C. Hill 1 Vote: .John Burton junr. 
having a 1\1ajority of the Votes of the whole Committee ; Resolved therefore, 
that John Burton junr. Gentleman, be nomillated and appointed Ensign under 
Captain John Burton of the M:ilitia in thf\ Room of Simon Gentry. 

Ordered, that lVIr. Harrison, l\ir. Pleasants, 1\1r. Fleming and i\1r. George 
Ca_rrington junr. or any two or three of them, do draw up and prepare 
Instructions for the Delegates in Convention to be chosen for this County 
on next Court Day, directing them what Line of Conduct to pursue in their 
future Deliberations. 

Ordered, that l\fr. Pleasants, Mr. 1\1:osby, Mr. George Carrington junr. and 
Mr. Charles ,v oodson junr., or· any two or 1nore of them, do review the Com
panies of 1\finute Meh under Captain John Langhorne and Captain Littleberry 
Mosby junr. as they shall be completed, agreeable to the Ordinance of. Con
vention. 

Thomas 1Vlil1er resigned his Office as Clerk of . this Committee, and 
relinquished his Place. 

Geo Carrington 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a meeting of the Co1umittee for Cumberland County 17th April 1776. 
Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. 1\1:ayo, Mr. Flen1ing, l\1r. Harrison, Mr. Randolph, 
Mr. Pleasants, :Mr. H~tcher, Mr. Scott, 1\1:r. Thomas Harris, Mr. Mosby, Mr. 
Skipwith, Mr. John Harris, Mr. George Carrington junr., Mr. Miller Woodson, 
lVIr. Allen and Mr. Thompson. 

,villiam Gay, and Richard Allen, Gentlemen, Captains of the. lVlilitia of 
· this County took the Oath respectively and qualified as Captains of the 
Militia agreeaple · to the Ordinance of Convention. 

William Daniel is nominated and appointed an Ensign in Uaptain Archer 
.Allen's Company of Militia, in the Room of \Vllliam Coleman. 

Moses Arnold, Lieutenant, and Benjamin Allen, Ensign, in Captain 
Richard Allen's Company of Militia for this County took the Oath respec
·.tively and qualified agreeable to the Ordinance of C9nvention. 

Geo Carrington 
Teste, Tho in as Miller, Cl. Com~ 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Monday the 22nd Day of April 1776. 
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Present, l\Ir. Chairman, l\fr. i\iayo, l\:Ir. J:i..,leming, l\Ir. Harrison, Mr. Ran
dolph, l\1r. Pleasants,· Mr. Hatcher, l\'lr. Scott, l\ir. Skipwith, l\fr. Langhorne, 
l\fr. Miller ,v oodson and i\fr. Thompson. 

Thomas :Miller is rechosen Clerk of this Committee. 
Present, l\fr. Carrington junr. 
l\fr. Harrison reported fro111 the Sub-Committee appointed to draw up 

Instructions for the Delegates, in Convention to be chosen for this County, 
that they had drawn up Instructions for the Concurrence of the People, 
which he read in his Place, and being approved were received by the Co111-
rnittee and stood as hereto annexed. 

l\Ir. Harrison moved that it be recommended to the People of this County 
strictly to observe the seventeenth Day of May as a Fast agreeable to the 
Resolution of the Continental Congress; Resolved therefore, that the Resolu
tion drawn· up by l\!Ir. Harrison be received by this Committee, and the same 
was received accordingly and is annexed to the Proceedings of the Day, 
together ,vith the above recited Resolution, being both read and approved of. 

Geo Carrington 
Teste, Thomas iVliller, CI. Com. 

The Instructions to the Delegates to be chosen for the County of Cum
berland on l\londay the 22nd Day of April 1776 to sit in the general Conven
tion of this Colony dru wn up and reported by 1\1:r. I-Iarrison for the Concur
rence of the People, and approved by the Committee at their last Meeting 
and generally agreed to by the People, were annexed to the Proceedings of the 
Committee at the Time uforeRnitl and stand as follow. 

"To .John :Mayo and " 7illium li..,leming. gent. ,vhen the King of Great Brit
ain, deaf to an the humi1inting and well inten~ed Petitions from his1 once loyal 
.Subje'Ctsi not only of America, but of Great Britain also, changes his Justice into 
Severity; whe1i he stoops to the low Artifice of bribing to carry despotic De
signs into Effect, null his first Dignities are l\farks of the first Servitude; when 
he prefers nrbitrnr;r Sway unknown to the Constitution which placed his Family 
·on the Throne to the Love and Happiness of his Subjects ; when the British 
Parliament so far sunk in Venality and Corruption as to sacrifice their most 
inestimable Priviledges, adding Insult to Oppre~s1ion, have given his l\'lajesty 
the warmest Assurances, that the)7 will, with their Lives and Fortunes, 
-support him in a ruinous and cruel ,,rar against us. ,vhen his Majesty, after 
a wanton Abuse of his Negative on our Acts of AssembJ~r, by which he has 
forced the Slave Trade on us for several Years, unmindful of his Coronation 
-Oath, has ordered his Governour, Lord Dunmore, to arm our Slaves against 
us, in open Violation of sevei·al Acts of Assembly which have the Royal 
Sanction; when an uniform System through all the Acts of Parliament in 
the present R~ign, tending evidently to the total Destruction of American 
Liberty, leaves no other Alternative than a base Submission to their inhuman, 
impolitic nnd ·oppressive l\feasures, or Independancy ; Actuated by a tender 
Regard to ourselves and to our Posterity we think ourselves indispensabl;v 
-obliged to declare boldly for the latter. \Ve therefore your Constituents 

· instruct you positively to declare for an Independancy; that you solemnly 
adjure and Allegiance to his Britannick Majesty, and bi.cl him a good Night 
for ever; that you promote in our Convention an Instruction to our Delegates, 
now sitting in Continental Congi:ess, tp do the same; that they, in their Line 
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of Conduct, follow the British Parliament Step by Step, and since all American 
Property is declared forfeited to the Crown, that they shall endeavour to pro
cure an Act of the Congress, condemning the Property of every British Sub
ject residing beyond Sea, and every Subject not taking an Active Part in the 
present Contest, to the Use of the United Colonies; that they listen to no 
Terms of Accommodation from the British Court, wi'Chout a previous Renun
ciation from the King of Great Britain of all Right, Title or Authority in and 
over these Colonies, and a formal and solemn Recognition of our Rights 
and Independancy, nor form nny commercial Treaty, till they are satisfied of 

. a Removal of their Ships of ,var and Troops from our Coasts and Seas; that 
they immediately open a free Trude to all Nations; that they exert themselves 

" in procuring such foreign Assistance and forming such commercial Con-
nexions as they, in their superior "\Visdom, shall think prudent. Should any 
Proposals be made to you, we strenously insist that you order the Com
missioners immediately to withdraw and refer them to the ·continental Con
gress. And whereas the necessary Expen~es of the present War, from a 
Scarcity of Coin, must occasion an emission of a Paper Currency to so great 
Amount as Will depreciate its Value, a great Proportion whereof will be laid out 
in Provisions, which we have perishing on our Hands thro' a Stoppage of Trade, 
every Mode ,vhich tends to remedy the Evil must deserve your Attention, . . 
,ve therefore, assuring you of our hearty Concurrence in the present Meas-
ures, and wishing a vigorous Opposition, recommend to you to procure an 
Ordinance for an immediate Asse~sment in Provisions when necessary, and 
that proper Landings l>e appointed for the Delivery thereof. 

Since we can neither love, honour, nor esteem, but must detest the 
Wretch, who hath brought Fire and Sword into our Country, we conceive a 
manifest Inconsistency in our Act of ,vorship, we acknowledge his Britann~: 
Majesty for our Ia wful Sovereign ; we most heartily beseech Almighty God 
to strengthen him, that he may vanquish and overcome all his Enemies, at 
the same Time, begging his Protection, and that he will save us from the 
Hands of our Enemies, abate their Pride, assuage their Malice, and confound 
their Devices; thus .. we dishonour p.im, who hath enjoined us to pray with the 
Heart and Understanding also, and· must appear to be rank Hypocrites: \Ve 
therefore recommend, that so much of the Liturgy as. respects the King be 
altered; that a Prayer for the Preservation, Happiness and Union of the 
Colonies be substituted, and that the Clergy be directed to use the same on 
Pain of an immediate Removal." 

Copy from the Original, reported to, and received by, the Committee on 
1\Ionday the 22nd April 1776. 

Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. Com. 

The' Resolution drawn up by Mr. Harrison, read to and approved by the 
Committee of Cumberland County on Monday the 22nd of April 1776, touching 
a Fast to be observed the 17th Day of :May following, stood as hereto sub-
joined. . 

"Whereas Friday the 17th Day of May next is fixed on by the Honourable 
Continental Congress as a Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer, 

Resolved that it be recommended to the Inhabitants of this County 
piously to keep the same, that under a due Sense of God's superintending 
Providence we may, with united Hearts, confess our manifold Sins an~ Trans
gressions, and by a sincere Repentanc~ and Amendment ,,..~ "Life appease his 
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righteous Displeasure, and through the :Mediation of Jesus Christ, obtain his 
Pardon : Humbly imploring him to frustrate the cruel Purposes of our 
unnatural Enemies, and to prevent the further Effusion of our kindred Blood: 
But if Necessity constrain us to repel their hostile Invasions, that it may 
please the God of Armies to animate our Officers and Soldiers· with invincible 
Fortitude, to cover them in the Day of Battle, and to crown the Continental 
Arms with Victory: Earnestly beseeching him to bless our Civil Rulers and 
the Representatives of the People in their several Assemblies, to preserve and 
strengthen their Union, to inspire them with a disinterested Love of their 
Country, and to give Wisdom and Stability, to their C<!.._uncils: And that the 
l\finisters in the different Parishes be requested to prepare a Sermon suitable 
to the Occasion." 

Copy from the Original, presented to, and approved by, the Committee. 
Teste, Thomas l\filler, Cl. Com. 

At a Committee held for Cumberland County at the Court House on 
Monday the 27th Day of May 1776. 

Present, Mr. Chairman, lVIr. Mayo, l\fr. Pleasants, Mr. Haskins, l\1r. 
Hatcher, Mr. Scott, Mr. Mosby, Mr. Skipwith, Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Charles 
"\Yoodson, l\ir. Carrington, Mr. Netherland and Mr. Thompson. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee the principal Cause of their 
convening, and informed them that they ·were to appoint Officers to Com
mand a Company of fifty Men to be composed of Minute Men, or Minute 
l\ien and Militia agreeable to the Resolution of the General Convention passed 
the 10th Day of this Month. 

Resolved, that there are now present fifty Privates or more of the Minute 
l\ien of the several Companies in this County, that they have the Liberty of 
chusing which one of the three l\1inute Captains of this County they will 
serve under ; and that their Choice under the aforesaid Restrictions be the 
Sense of this Committee; when the other Captains gave up the Point in Favor 
of Captain Joseph Carrington who had the general Voice and Sense of the 
other Officers and the Soldiers: Resolved therefore, that Joseph Carrington, 
Gentleman, be nominated and appointed the Captain to command the fiftr 
l\ien from this County under the Resolution of the Convention of the tenth 
Instant. 

The Com111ittee left it in the Choice of the Soldiers to nominate a Lieu
tenant from among the Number of Minute Officers, when Robert Hughes was 
chosen by -the Soldiers: Resolved therefore, that Robert Hughes, Gentleman, 
be nominated and appointed Liet1:tenant under Captain Joseph Carri~gton to 
command the fifty Men as afores1aid. The Committee then resolved that the 
Soldiers should chuse the Ensign to command them under Captain Carrington 
from among the Number of l\tiinute Officers, when Thomas Railey was choosen : 
Resolved ther~fore that Thomas Rail~y, Gentleman, be nominated and ap
pointed an Ensign under Captain Joseph, Carrington in the Expedition afore
said. 

John Langsdon having applied to this Committee for Leave to pass and 
repass through this Colony ; and more especially to and from Kemp's Landing 
where he has a Waggon employed in the Country's Service, the Committee 
recommend the said Langsdon to be an inoffensive Person as far as they 
know ; nnd they believe his Intentions are honest and blameless. 
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Ordered that the Treasurer of this Committee do refund to the several 
Co1lectors of the Powder Money their respective Quotas, after deducting the 
necessary Expenses and Disbursements, to be distributed a1nong the People. 

Resolved, that it be recommendec;l to the Inhabitants of this County and 
others, to furnish the Company directed from this County to North Carolina, 
with Blankets, Potts, and all other Necessaries in their l\1arch1 to be pnid 
for by the Publick. 

Geo Carrington 
Teste, Tho. 1\1:iller, Cl. Com. 

At a :Meeting of the Committee for Cumberland County 8th July 1776. 
Present, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mayo, l\:Jr. Fleming, l\fr. Harrison, l\lr. 

Pleasants, Mr. Hatcher, lVfr. l\iosby, :Mr. Skipwith, :Mr. Charles vVoodson, l\lr. 
Carrington, :Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Allen, :Mr. Netherland and l\'lr. Thompson. 

Mr. Chairman laid before the Committee a Letter received from the 
President of the Committee of Safety and an Order of the Committee of 
Safety respecting Prisoners sent _to this County which were severally reacl. 

Ordered, that the Prisoners sent to this County by the Committee of Safety 
I 

be kept at the Court I-louse till they contract with proper---Persons for hiring 
themselves, and Mr. 1.Vlosby is appointed to deliver the said Prisoners to such 
Persons as he shall approve as shall make Contracts with them for hiring 
them, taking proper Receipts. . 

The_ Committee being informed that Robert Scruggs of this County hath 
been guilty of making sundry Speeches tending to influence and inflame the 
Minds of sundry Pe1~sons against the Rights and Liberties of the Country, It 
is ordered that the said Robert be summoned to attend at the :Meeting of this 
Committee to be held at the Court House on the fourth :Monday this :Month 
to answer the s·aid Information. 

William Hudgins and ;resse l\:ferrymnn to be summoned a~ "\Vitnesses: 
And the said :Merryman is appointed to serve the said Summonses. 

Geo. Carrington. 
Teste, Tho. l\filler, Cl. Co.m. 

At. a l\ileeting of the Committee for Cumberland County at the Court· 
House on :Monday the 22nd Jul;y 1776. 

Present, Mr. Chairman, l\fr. l\iayo, Mr. Pleasants, J.\ilr. Haskins, l\lr. 
Hatcher, :Mr. Thomas Harris, l\'lr. Mosby, Mr. Skipwith, l\ir. Carrington, l\lr. 
Allen, Mr. Netherland and J.\ilr. Tho1npson. 

It appearing b;r an Ordinance of the General Convention of this Colony 
that an Oath to the Commop.wealth of Virginia is to be administered to the 
several Committees before they act :-1\ilr. Pleasants from a conscientious 
:Motive refusing to take such Oath: Resolved that a solemn Affirmation 

· instead of such Oath be administered to Mr. Pleasants, which he accordingly 
made; and then the other l\iembers above mentioned qualified by Oath. 

Thomas l\liller, Clerk of this Committee took the said Oath and qualified. 
Robert Scruggs, having been summoned to answer an Accusation lodged 

against him at the last :Meeting of this Committee, appeared in Person, and 
sundry vVitnesses, having been summoned, appeared likewise. 

The said Scruggs confessed he might have said many Things inad
vertently before sundry Persons which might seerri to reflect upon some Mem-
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bers of Committee, or others concerned in the great American Struggle for 
Liberty; but as he is a sincere "\Ve1lwisher to the Interest of America, he is 
heartily sorry that any Thing he should say might tend or be construed to 
tend to the Injury of the common Rights of America: Resolved therefore that 
the Prosecution be dismissed, and the said Scruggs, upon his Confession and 
Promise of a cautious Conduct for the future is hereby discharged. 

The C01nmittee proceeded to settle the Allowance of the Clerk of this 
Committee to this day: Resolved that Thomas :1\Iiller, Clerk of this Com
mittee be allowed the Sum of twenty five Pounds for his Services as Clerk of 
this Committee to this day. 

The Committee adjourned 'til next Court Day. 
Geo. Carrington. 
Teste, Tho. :Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Cumberland County at the Court House 
of the said County on the 20th of August 1776. 

Present, Mr. Chairn1an, l\fr. Fleming, l\,lr. Harrison, Mr. Randolph, :Mr. 
Hatcher, Mr. Thomas Harris, :Mr. l\:Io~by, lVIr. Skipwith, lVIr. Carrington, l\1r. 
Miller Woodson, Mr. Ailen, lVIr. Netherland and l\fr. Thompson. 

Mr. Chairman laid before the Committee a Letter by him received from 
Colo. Archibald Cary of the Amelia Battalion of Minute l\1en which enclosed 
a Letter from the President of the Council requiring a List of the l\'.linute 
:Men now remaining in this County. On Consideration whereof and it appear
ing to be impossible at this Time to make out the said List the same is post
poned till the Meeting of the Committee at this Place on Monday next. 

Resolved that it be recommended to the se~eral Minute Officers in this 
County to do their Endeavour to complete their several Companies and that 
they make Report to this Committee at their next l\Ieeting of the Numµer 
of Men enlisted in their several Co~npanies,. 

The Committee taking into Considerc1tion what Method shall be taken in 
distributing the Salt allotted to this County after mature Deliberation there
upon had It is constdered t~at it be distributed to the People according to 
the Nu1nber of Souls taken last ~·ear-that any Persons claiming any Part 
thereof shall be examined on Oath ,vhat Quantity they have by them that 
they may have no more delivered than what will make what they have equal 
with others who claim any thereof. 

Geo Carrington. 
Teste, Tho. l\'.liller, Cl. Com. 

At a :Meeting of the Committee of Cumberland County at the Court House 
on l\Ionday 26th August 1776. 

• Present, Mr. Chairman, :Mr. Mayo, l\,lr. Fleming, Mr. Haskins, Mr. Skip-
with, l\fr. John Harris, Mr. Charles ,voodson, :Mr. Carrington, Mr. Allen, :Mr. 
Netherland and Mr. Thomps~m. 

lVIr. Fleming and Mr. Carrington reported to the Committee, that l\Ir. 
John Harris and l\Ir. 9harles ,voodson. l\Iembers of this Committee, had 
qualified before them. agreeable to the Ordinance of Convention, they the said 
Flemi1{g and Carrington having been before qualified. 

Present Mr. 1\1:osby. Resolved that the County's Salt be distributed among 
the People of this County who are in ,vant according to the· Number of Souls 
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in their Families; and that they be allowed one P.int, or to make up one Pint 
with what they have now on Hand, per Soul, at the Rate of ten Shillings 
and six Pence per Bushel, dry Measure. 

Resolved that Mr. Mosby measure out and distribute among the People 
who apply, the Salt, under the above Resolution and agreeable to the Resolu
tion of this Committee a~ their last Meeting. 

Geo. Carrington. 
Teste, Thomas :Miller, Cl. Com. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Cumberland County at the Court House 
on Monday 23rd September 1776. 

Present, l\1r. Chairman, Mr. Mayo, lVIr. Pleasants, Mr. Haskins, Mr. 
Hatcher, Mr. 1\1:osby, Mr. Moseley, Mr. Langhorne, Mr. Charles Woodson, Mr. 
Carrington, l\1r. Allen and M1·. Netherland. 

Ordered, that Colo. William Fleming do make particular Enquiry at 
Hampton, or elsewhere where the public Salt was deposited for the Use of 
this County, and that he as.certain the Quantity allowed. for the said County; 
and likewise, if possible, the precise Quantity which hath been delivered out 
to any Person or Persons to be transported to this County, and that he make 
Report thereof as soon as possible. 

f ' 
Ordered that the ninth Day of October next be a Day fixed on to deliver 

to the People the County's Salt; and that they be allowed another Pint a 
Soul as far as it will go; and t~at public Notice be given of this Order. 

Ordered that if any Salt be left on Hand after the ninth Day of October, 
Mr. Mosby do sell it to those he can treat with. 

Geo. Carrington. 
Teste, Thomas Miller, Cl. ,Com. 

At Cumberland Court House the twenty eight Day of October in the Year 
of our Lord one tho:µ.sand seven hqndred and seventy· six, lVIr. Chairman, Mr. 
Mayo, Mr. Mosby, Mr. IIatcher, :Mr: 1\1:oseley, Mr. John Harris., l\fr. Carring
ton and Mr. Thompson, Members of the Co.mmittee for the Time being of the 
said County of Cumberland assembled, and there being no other Members of 
the said Committee present, the above :Members proceeded to _appoint proper 
Persons to adjudge of the Right of any Person to vote for a new Committee 
to be elected to serve according to the Ordinances of Convention and the Law 
of the Land,-Thomas :Miller and· George Carrington, the younger, are 
appointed for the said Purpose together with Mr.· Chairman, the said 1\1:iller 
and Carrington being· s,vorn according to Ordinance of Convention. 

Geo. Carrington, C. M. 
Teste Thomas l\filler, Olk. Com. 

28th October 1776. Mr. Chairman, Thomas l\tliller and George Carrington, 
junr .. proceeded to receive the Ballots of the Freeholders of the• County of 
Cumberland .for a Committee to be chosen and after having received sundry 
Ballots and the Poll being closed, they counted and 1ninuted down the Votes 
to the different Persons voted for and upon Examination found them to stand 
as follow, viz. 



PROCEEDINGS OF C0111\IITTEE OF SAFJ~TY OF CB'l:lBERLAND COUNTY 41 

For .................................... George Carrington .................................................. 48 Votes 
For .................................... \Y illia m Fleming ...................................................... 48 Votes 
For .................................... John l\tiayo .......... ··················-························-········· 47 Votes 
For .................................... George Carrington jnr. ··································-····· 41 Votes 
For .................................... Beverly Randolph .................................................... 39 Votes' 
For .................................... James. Pleasants ....................................................... 39 Votes 
For ... ·----·················· .......... Li ttleberry :Mosby ..................................................... 39 Votes 
For .................................... Frederick Hatcher ······-···-····-········---··················-····39 Votes 
For .................................... Thomas ·Harris ........................................................ 39 Votes 
For .................................... Saymore Scott ........................................ ~ .... · ............. 38 Votes 
For .................................... John Harris ·······························"·····················.·· ....... 37 Votes 
For .................................... Charles "\V oodson .. ~ ................................................. 35 Votes 
For .................................... J oseph Carrington .................................................. 35 Votes 
For .................................... Robert Smith .......................................................... 35 Votes 
For············-···· ................... lVliller Woodson ........................................................ 33 Votes 
For .................................... Henry Ski pwi th ·····"·······························~················32 Votes 
For .................................... Carter Henry Harrison .......................................... 31 Votes 
For ..................................... Arthur Moseley .......................................... ~ ............. 31 Votes 
For .................................... John Netherland .. ~ ................................................... 30 Votes 
For .................................... Ed ,vard Haskins ...................................................... 29 Votes 
For ..................................... Arcl1er A 11 e11 .............................................................. 29 ,rotes 

Whereupon · the said George Carrington, . William Fleming, John Mayo, 
George Carrington, the younger, Beverly Randolph, James Pleasants, Little
berry Mosby, Frederick Hatcher, Thomas Harris, Saymore Scott, John Harris, 
Charles "\Voodson, Joseph Carrington, Robert Smith, Miller Woodson, Henry 
Skipwith, Carter Henry Harrison, Arthur Moseley, John Netherland, Edward 
Haskins and Archer Allen, Gentlemen, being the twenty one .Persons who had 
the greatest Nun1ber of Votes upon tlie Examination of the Ballots are 
returned the Committee to act for the County ·of Cumberland agreeable to the 
Ordinance of the General Convention, and the La,vs and Regulations of the 
General Assembly. 

Teste, Thomas l\filler, CI. former Com. 

Here ended the Proceedings of the Committee of Cumberland. The Court 
o:f; the County nnd the Court Martial of Fieid Officers & Captains taking by 
the Constitution and Frame of Government -the Business. in to their Hands 
which heretofore belonged to the County Committees in the unsettled State 
of Affairs. 

Thomas ~filler, 
Powhatan County, 8 Nov. 1777. 



Isie of Wight Committee Proceedings 

At a Committee held for Isle of \Vight County on Friday, the thirteenth ., 
day of .Januar~r, in the fifteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lor<1 
George, the third King of Great Britain, 11.,rance and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith etc. [lIHl in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hmHlred 
antl seventy five. 

Present: .John Scarsbrook ,vn1s, Josiah Parker, Brewer Godwin, Arthur 
Smith, the Reverend Henry John Burgess, John Mallory, Tristram Nors
worthy, jun., William Davis, Goodrich Wilson, and Natl~niel Burwell Gent. 

Resolved: That John Scarsbrook Wills Gent, be appointed Chairman to 
the Committee, and William Francis Young be a11pointed Cle1·k to the ~mill 
Committee. 

Resolved: that notice be given to the several member~ of this c1>mmitte~ 
and that they do meet in the town of Smithfield, on Tue8dar, the ~eYenteenth 
day of this Instant-January for the purpose of holding a Committee for
the said County. 

The minutes of these proceedings were sign~d . 
. John Scarsbrook vVills, Chairman. 

At a Comm.ittee heW for Isle of vVight Count~' the seventeenth day of 
January in the year of oar Lord Christ one thousand seven hmHlre~l aIHl 
seventy five. 

Present: John Scarsbrook "\,Vills; Chairman, .Josiah Parker, Brewer God
win, Richard Hardy,,_ John Day, Arthur Smith, the Reverend Henrr .John 
Burges, Thomas Pierce, John Mallory, Tristrnm Norsworthy Jun .. Goodrich 
Wilson, Nathaniel Burwell and Timothy Tynes Gent-

Resolved, that "the ninth resolve made by the Continental Congress by the 
Clerk of this Committee, be advertised at the Court house and every publfok 
place in this County in order to give notice to any person or persons who may 
be agrieved by any Merchant or i\1:erchants selling goods, wnres, or mercha~1-
dise for more than he or they had done for twelve months last pnst, that he 
or they so agrieved give information thereof to any one member of this 
Committee, who, on considering the circumstances shall have power to can 
a meeting of the Committee and desire the informer to appear properlr pre
pared to make good his charge. 

The minutes of these proceedings we1·e signed. 
"John Sek. ,vills, Chairman." 

At a Committee held for Isle of \Vight County on :Mondnr. the thirteenth 
day of February in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seYen hundred 
and seventy five-

Present: .John Sek. '\'\Tills, Chairman, .Josiah Parker, Brewer Godwin, 
Richard Hardy, Arthur Smith, Th<:, Reverend Henry John Burgess. Thomas 
Pierce. Goodh. vVilson, .John ~Iallory, Tristram· Norsworthy. ,villinm Davis, 

. . . 
Nnthaniel Burwell & Timothy T~'nes, Gent-
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John Sym, a merchant in the town of Smithfield, in this County acquainted 
the Committee that he had received by the Ship Thomas, Captain Robertson 
from Glasgow, two packages containing ~mndrr pieces of Irish linen, an!ount
ing as per invoice to one hundred and fifty six pounds fourteen shillings and 
penny half penny sterling ( charges included) which goods he desired might be 
disposed of agreeable to the directions of the Continental Congress, and it ap
pearing that they arrived in this colony before the first instant, it was resolved 
that the linens be sold at the town of Smithfield on the twenty first instant 
in lotts according to the number of the invoice under the direction of John 
Sek. \Vills, Arthur Smith, Thomas Pierce, Goodrich "\Villson and Josiah 
Parker, or any three of them, and that the money arising from such sale be 
applied in c<;mformity to the tenth resolve of the Continental Congress. The 
Committee, at the same time, taking into consideration the defenceless state 
of this County, owing to a negl_ect of military discipline, and being also desi
rous of contributing according to their abilities to the encouragement of 
useful arts and manufactures in this Colony, came to the following resolutions. 
·That it be earnestly recommended by this Committee to the Chief Commanding 
Officer of the Militia in this County to train and exercise the l\:Iilitia according 
to law. That .John Scarsbrook \Vills, Thomas Peirce, Arthur Smith, Goodrich 
vVillson & Josiah Parker, Gent, do purchase, (as soon as may be had), one 
thousand pounds of gun powder for the use of this County. 

That a premium of twenty pounds be paid by this Committee to the first 
person who shall make five thousand pounds of gun powder in this Colony, 
on such manufacture-rs producing a proper certificate fro1n the Committee 
of the County in which such gun powder shall be made. 

That a like premium of twenty pounds be paid by this Committee to the 
first person who shall produce to them a proper certificate of his having 
made in this Colony one thousand pair of merchantable cotton or wool cards. 

That the free holders of this County have notice given them to attend 
at the Court house in the To-\vn of Smithfield on the second day of next month 
to elect delegates to represent them in Convention to be held in the town of 
Richmond on the twentyeth of the said :i)ionth. 

The minutes of these proceedings were signed. 

"John Scarsbrook ,vills, Chairman." 

At a Committee held for Isle of "\Vight County at the Court House of the 
said County on Tuesday, the twenty first day of February in the year of our 
Lord qhrist one thousand seven hundred and seventy five. 

Present:. John Scarsbrook Wills, Chairman, John Day, John Mallory, 
Josiah Parker, Brewer Godwin,· Nathaniel Burwell, Thomas Peirce, \Villiam 
Davis and Arthur Smith, Gent- · 

Mr. Chairman informing the Committee that Richard :Mackie of this 
County lately received a package of Woolens by the rrhomas, Captain Robert
son from Glasgow, and that the said Ribhard Mackie was desirous the said 
goods should be sold agreeable to the tenth resolve of the Continental Con
gress. It is therefore re15olved that the said goods shall be set- up in two lotts 
nearly of the same value to the highest bidder for ·ready money allo,ving for 
the difference of exchange and charges forty five per cent, that the sale 
thereof be conducted under the direction of John Scarsbrook ,vills, r.rhomas 
Peirce, .Josiah Parker and Arthur Smith Gent-or any three of them who are 
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tlirectetl to expose the same to sale this afternoon, and the profits, if any, 
arising to remain in their hands for the benefit of the poore residing in the 
town of Boston-

'l'he minutes of these proceeding& were signed. 
John Sek. Wills, Chairman. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Isle of ,vight at the 
Court House of the said County on lVIonday the seventeenth .day of April in 
the rear of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and seventy five-

Present: John Scarsbrook "'\Vills, Chairman, Josiah Parker, Brewer God
win, Richard Hardy, John Day, Arthur Smith, the Reverend Henry John 
Burges, Thomas Peirce, John l\tiallory, Tristram Norsworthy, Goodrich Will-
son, and "\Villiam Davis, Gent-- . 

The Committee taldng into their serious consideration, the resolves of 
the Jate Provincial Convention, held at Richmond in the County of Henrico 
do most heartily approve of them and resolre to do nil in their power to put 
them in execution by every persuasive means. 

Resolved that it be recommended to the several Captains of the Militia 
in this County to make application to their respec;tive Companys for one 
shilling and eight pence current money, or any sum that they may generously 
contribute towards purchasing ammunition for the use of this County and 
that they also personally apply to such persons who are not on the muster 
roll in their several districts for the purpose aforesaid and tliat the said Cap
tains account for the money so received with this Committee and render an 
account of the several persons who shall contribute for the purpose afore
said-

•. Resolved, that on account of the small number of members in our Com
mittee, it is recommended that ten other gentlemen be nominated and added 
to this Committee to assist them and that they be elected by ballot on Thurs
day, the fourth day of May next-

~esolved, that the free holders of this County have notice given them b~· 
proclamation or otlierwise and tlley are desired to attend at the Court House 
in the Town of Smithfield, on Thursday the fourth day of May next, in order 
to elect delegates to represent them (when called upon) in Colony Convention 
for one :year-

Resolvecl that Richard Hardy, Thomas Peirce and Arthur Smith, Gent, 
be appointed a sub-committee and do wait on the merchants in the town of 
Smithfield and purchase all the gun powder they may have to spare fo~ whi.ch 
this Committee are ready to pay two shillings and six pence per pound 
immediately. 

The Sub-committee appointed to wait' on the merchants in the town of 
Smithfield returned and made the follo,ving report, to-wit: "That they had 
made application to an assistant store keeper of Mr. George Purdie in the 
said town ·who informed them that there was in the store a small quantity of 
gun powder; but as he had no orders from his employer he could not sell it. 
Resolved, therefore, that Thomas Peirce, Arthur Smith and Josiah Parker, 
Gentlemen, do wait on the said George Purdie as soon as he shall return to 
town and purchase the sam·e and make report thereof to the next Committee. 
And the said Sub-Committee also made repo1·t that John Sym, a merchant in 
the said town declared to them that he.had about three pounds of gun powder 
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and that he was willing to spare part of the same to any emergency reserving 
a sufficiency for the use and prote<;tion of his own family. 

The minutes of the proceedings were signed-
John Scarsbrook Wills, Chairman. 

At a .meeting held for Isle of Wight County at the Court House of the 
said County on Monday the fifteenth day of May in th~ year of our Lord 
Christ one thousand seven hundred and seventy five. 

Present, .Johh Scarsbrook Wills, Chairman, .Josiah Parker, Brewer God
win, Thomas Peirce, John Day, Richard Hardy, John Mallory, Arthur Smith, 
Goodrich Willson, Tristram Norsworthy, jun., and Nathaniel Burwell, Gent-

Pursuant to order of Committee for electing an additional· number of ten 
new members, Rich. Hardy, Gent. having been appointed to manage the 
election thereof this day reported that John Driver, Joseph Cutchin jun., 
Joshua Council, Henry Pitt, Thomas Fearn, Jethro Gale, Mills ·\.Yilkinson, 
,villiam Jordan, Edmund Godwin and Thomas Smith, Gentlemen, "·ere 
chosen by the free holders of this County for that purpose. '\-Vhereupon. 
John Driver, Joseph Cutchin jun., I-Ienry Pitt, Jethro Gale and Edmund 
Godwin Gent., appeared and took their seats accordingly. 

Resolved that Thomas Peirce, Nathaniel Burwell and Arthur Smith 
Gent., or any two or more of them do wait on Thomas Nelson junr., esq 
and inquire of him whether he can supply this County with one thousand 
two hupdred pounds of gun. powder, ( and if so) treat with him for the same 
and make report thereof to the next· Committee to be held for this County
And further to inform him that ·should he have a reason to apprehend an 
attack-to be made on· the Town of York from any enemys to the libertys of 
North America that we will on the shortest notice assist to the utmost of 
our power and ability in quelling any such attack. 

Resolved that notice be given to the several members of the Committee 
to attend at the Court House of this County in the town of Smithfield on 
Monday next-

Upon a motion made in behalf of Mr. John Sym, it is hereby certified to 
the Committee of Norfolk Borough that the said Sym lately kept a store in 
the Town of Smithfield in this County and that he has removed his merchan
dise from the said store, which goods this Committee believes ·were imported 
agreeable to the terms of the tesolution of the general Congress, bµt we can 
not take upon us to say that the said Sym hath no other goods than those 
he had at the town of Smithfield. 

Resolved that the Clerk of this Committee do advertise that ~11 persons 
who have subscribed for the encouragement of making ·salt in this Colony 
do attend on Monday next in the Town of Smithfield at the Court, House 
in order to pay in their subscription money. 

Upon an information made to the Committee that Messrs. Andrew and 
Richard Mackie have in their possession one half barren of gun powder. It 
is therefore resolved that lohn Sek. Wills, Thomas Peirce and Arthur Smith 
Gent. do wait on the said ~fackie's and request them to deliver the said pow
der for the use of the said County, and it is also requested that the above 
said Gent. pay for the same ,vhich we promise to repay, and if the said 
Mackie's acknowledge they have the said powder in possession and should 
refuse to deliver the same on a tender of ample satisfaction or the gent., 
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haYe sufficient reasons to believe they have such powder, they are hereby 
directed to dispossess them of it b~y the 1p.ost eligible means in their power, 
and make report of their proceedings herein to the next Committee to be held 
for this County. 

Nathaniel Burwe11 Gent. dissented to the last mentioned resolve. 
'rhe minutes of these proceedings were signed. 

,John Sek. ,vn1s, Chairmnn. 

At n Committee held for Isle of ,vight County the twenty second da;\· 
of :\Iay, in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and 
seYenty five. 

Present, .John Scarsbrool~ '\iVills, Chairman, Josiah Parker, Brewer God
win, Richard Hardy, John Day, ~f ohn Mallory, The Reverend Henry .John 
Burges. Tristrnm Norsworth~r, Arthur Smith, Thomas Peirce, Goodrich vVill
son. \Vi1limn Davis, Nathaniel Burwell, John Driver, I-Ienry Pitt, Edmund 

I 

Godwin nnd .Jethro Gale, Gentlemen-
.John Lawrence, Tho111rn; Fearn, :Mills ,vnk:inson, and Thomns Smith 

Gent. appeared in Committee agreeable to the late election of ten Committee 
men to be added to the Committee, & took their seats accordingly. 

Pursuant to a resolYe of the Committee held for this County bearing date 
the fifteenth day of ·tlli.s instant. ,ve the subscribers agreeable thereto 
waited on Tllomns Nelson jun. Esq. of the town of York with the said resolve 
who directed us to inform the Committee that he could not supply this County 
,vith any quantity of gun powder ,vhatever, but would advise us to furnish 
ourselves with tlrnJ Article from Baltimore in l\1arylai:d, and that he would 
willingly join us in· the adventure. and thanked us for our proffered service 
to defend the Town of York. · Arthur Smith, Thomas Peirce and Nathaniel 
Burwell. 

Pursunnt to" a resolve of the Committee for this CountJr, bearing date the 
fifteenth da~' of this Instant. "'Ve the subscribers applied to Messrs. Andrew 
and Richard l\1ackie of this County for a quantity of gun pO\vder said to be 
in their possession, the said Andrew l\'.Iaclde from his candid behaviour 
ful1y satisfied us thut no qunntity of that Article remuined in his possession 
but was removed to Snckpoint in the Count:y of Nansemond a few days before, 
but that he would use the utmost of his endeavors to procure it for us. John 
Scl{. \Vills, Thomas Peirce and Arthur Smith. 

Resolved that the Committee be adjourned 'till the first Saturday in 
June, next. 

The minutes of the proceedings were signed. 
John Sek. "\Vills, Chai.rman. 

At n Committee held for the County of Isle of \Vight, at the Court 
House of the said County on the third day of June in the year of our Lord 
Christ, one thousand· seven hundred and seventy five-

Present: Josiah Parker, Brewer Godwin, Richard Hardy, Arthur Smith, 
Henry John Burges, Clerk, Thomas Peirce, .John Mallory, Goodrich Willson, 
,vnliam Davis, Thomas Fearn, Jethro Gale, vVilliam Jordan, Edmund God
,vin, and r.rhomas Smith, Gent-

Arthur Smith Gent. one of the Captains of the .militia of this County this · 
day returned an account of three pounds by him collected from the Company 
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under. his command for the purpose of purchasing gun powder for the use 
of this County, pursuant to a former resolve of this Committee--

Sundry subscriptions were this day returned by the several Captains of 
the 1nilitia of this County amounting to eight pounds four· shillings and four 
pence for the purpose ,of purchnsing gun powder for the use of this County 
which several subscriptions are to be by the said Captains collected as soon as 
possible who are hereby ordered to account with the Committee for the same-

The present state of ,this County renders it highly necessary that a suffi
•cient quantity of gun powder be immediately procured for the protection and 
the defence thereof, and as we have too much reason to fear that the neigh
boring Counties are in the lilrn situation-Resolved ·that circular letters be 
wrote to the different Committees, of the County's of Southa.mpton, Surry 
Sussex, York; and Nansemond informing them that we have good reasons to 
believe that no considerable quantity of gun. powder can be had but. by' 
importation, ,vhich we have reasons to apprehend may be done on good terms, 
provided they will joine us in the enterprise-

Resolved that Henry John Burges, Clerk, Brewer Godwin, Thomas Peirce, 
Arthur Smith and Josiah Parker Gent. be appointed a Sub. Committee, to 
write and prepare circular letters to the different Committees of the County's 
,of Southampton, Surry, Sussex, York and Nansemond and to 1nake dispatch 
therein and make report thereof to the Committee-

Resolved that the above Gent. be appointed to receive from members of 
this Committee three pounds for the purpose of purchasing gun powder for 
the use of this Countv which said smn the respective members of this Com
mittee have already subscribed for the purpose aforesaid and that they do 
,endeavor to collect the same by the nineteenth day of this Instant. 

Committee adjourned till the nineteenth Instant. 
The rnii1utes of these proceedings were signed. 

Henry John Burge_s, Qhairman, Pro tem. 

At a Committee held for Isie of ,vight County the twenty seventh day of 
July, in the :rear of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
five-

Present: The Reverend I-Ienry John Burges in the Chair, Brewer God
,vin, Richard I-Inrdy, Thomas Peirce, John Dny. John :Mallory, Goodrich 'Yill
.son, Arthur Smith, Nathaniel Burwell, ~rimothy Tynes, .John Driver, Henry 
Pitt, Edmund Godwin, Jethro Gale and Thomas Smith, Gent-

George Pur~die, :Merchant in the town of Smithfield, in this County having . . 
been charged at a former meeting of this Committee with violating the Con-
tinental association, and being summoned to appear here this day to ans,ver 
the said charge, he inforn1ed the Commi~tee by letter that he would willingly 
:attend, but had been informed that he was to be tarred and feathered, guilty 
-or not guilty, for which reason he beged the protection of the Committee, as 
the only p0\\1er he could appeal to. ,vhereupon the Committee appointed 
three of their members to wait on Mr. Purdie with the following message, 
to-wit: The Committee. of the County of Isle· of Wight grant protection to 
Mr. Purdie provided he appears innocent, and ,vould be glad of his personal 
attendance, if not, they request him to give up the author of the report 
referred to in his letter, that the people of this County ,vould tar and feather 
him guilty or not guilty, in ansi\ver to which lVIr. Purdie begs the Committee 
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will excuse his personal appearance at presen( ·and would be glad to know 
the particular charges alleged against him.• In ans,ver to their request to be 
informed of the author or authors of the report attended in his letter he 
informs the Committee that :Mrs. Purdie acquainted him she had it from 
some of her acquaintances. _ 

The deposition of Gabriel Gibbs of full age taken concerning a charge 
exhibited against Mr. George Purdie being first sworn on the Holy Evange
lists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith that he purchased of the said Purdie 
three or four yards of Crown Roles for which he gave him one shilling 
current money of Virginia per yard and further saith not. 

The depo~ition of Jambs Peden of full age taken concerning a charge 
exhibited against Mr. George Purdie being first sworn on the Holy Evange
lists of Almighty God deposeth and saith that he purchased of said Pur~ie 

· two yards of .Crown Role for which he gave one shilling current money per 
yard, and that he also purchased· of the said Purdie three scanes of thread 
for which he gave one shilling current n10ney and further- saith not. 

The deposition of Wiliia1n Flake of full age taken concerning a charge 
exhibited against Mr. George Purdie, being first sworn on the Holy Evange
lists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith that he heard the said Purdie say 
that every person who signed the Continental Association would be sent 
for to England and hanged, that he, the said Purdie would never signe the 
said Association unless compelled by force thereto for that he had known a 
number of peOJ>le hanged at home for signing associations, whereupon this 
deponent refused to signe the said association for some time 'till at length 
he was applied_ to by .John Scarsbrook · '1Vills Gent. who informed him, this 
deponent that no danger could happen to him for signing the said associa
tion, that he, the said Wills would venture to be hanged for .him, this 
deponent, if he was ever called U:ROn for signing as aforesaid and thereupon 

• 
this deponent ~id signe the said association, and further saith not. 

The deposition of John Driver of full age taken concerning a charge 
exhibited against 1.Vlr. George Purdie, being first sworn on the Holy Evangelists 
of Almighty God, deposeth and saith that he -was sometime ago at Mr. Purdies 
store and that he saw a lady (who he does. not now recollect) purchase some 
pins in the said store for which she gave one shilling and six pence or three 
shillings· per paper P.urrent money, and at the same time he, this deponent 
pu1·chased the same kind of pins for seven pence and half penny per paper 
current money, and further saith not-

The deposition of Richard Hardy Gent. of full age, taken concerning a 
charge exhibited against Mr. George Purdie being first sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith that the said Purdie acknowl
edged that he had violated the Continental .association by selling needles 
at a double price, and further saith not. 

Resolved that Brewer Godwin, Thomas Peirce, Thomas Smith, Arthur 
Sruith and Jethro Gale, or any one of them do summon George Purdie, Robert 
Tynes and John Sym to appear at the next Committee then and there to 
answer sundry complaints lodged against them. 

Resolved that the above mentioned Gent. or any one of -them do summon 
John Sterling to appear at the next Committee then and there to, answer 
sundry complain ts lodged· against him. 
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John Armstrong persona~ly appeared in Committee this day and made his 
recantation which is in words following to-wit: "Having made use of the 
expressions inemical to the interest of North America, I take this method 
publickly to declare that the words were spoke without consideration, and 
that I should think mrself guilty of the greatest "ingratitude in acting against 
a Country, in which I have been treated with the greatest humanity and 
obtained a livelihood by the generosity of the inhabitants, I am sincerely 
sorry ·that· I have forfeited the esteme of the good people of this Country 
and hope that my future behaviour will be such as to gain their good opinion, 
John Armstrong". 

Whereupon, the said John Armstrong signed the Continental association. 
Ordered that the Committee be adjourned~ 'till the 7th. day of August 

next, at 10 o'clock. 
The minutes of these proceedings were signed. 
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