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A student cme<.· asked an eminent historian why it was 

that, although most of the famous generals had written auto
biographies, Hohcrt E. Lee had never done so. The historian's 
reply: "Gener:il Lee was one of the few men who ever Jived 
who had to oHcr neither apology nor excuse for anything 
he had done." 

Neither apology nor excuse is of fcrcd for this History o( 
Giles County, but certainly some explanation is due the reader 
for its many obvious shortcomings. 

Preparing a history is not unlike building a house-it has 
to he completed before you c.·an sec what is wrong with it. 
In the present instance there has not been suHicient time to 
set wrong things to rights, nor to expand where necessary. 

This work makes no claims to ~realness; it is rather, :. 
starting point al which some future Justorians, with more time 
and nvailablc knowledge, can begin. 

Many persons, Jiving and dead, have contributed to the 
little material which we have heen able to gather here. The 
hand of fatc--particularly in the form of firc--has hampered 
the efforts to probe the veil of the past. Disastrous fires have 
destroyed invaluable records in Newport, Pembroke, in the 
Courthouse at Pearisburg, and in Narrows, as though the past 
had forseen our efforts and had moved to forestall us. Then, 
too, countless individual records-the tine, small stitching 
which brin~s the whole pattern to interesting life-have either 
been lost, madvertcntly destroyed, or for personal reasons, 
withheld. 

However it may be, we have compiled a history, and 
while due credit must and will be given to those historians 
whose published works have supplied us with source material, 
there is a group of "amateur" historians without whose eff
orts this work would have been imposible. 

Foremost of these is Robert C. Friend, of Narrows, who 
spent many months collecting and organizing source material 
from which the background of this journal has been woven. 
J ( an~• single man, more than any other, may be credited with 
bringing this present work into being, it is Mr. Friend. 

Then, among the others of the Jiving, we must not over
look the contributions of l\frs. E. E. Woodso11, Mrs. J. E. 
Givl·ns, i\fiss Nell Hnfc, l\frs. K. S. French, Mr. George K. 
Shands, :\1 rs. Pauline \Villiams, i\1 r. C. R. Adair, :\Ir. Edward 
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Skidmore and l\lrs. J>. L. Killey, all of Narrows; Miss Nancy 
Pearson, Mr. Hugh S. Charlton, .Mr. Roy Witten, Mr. D. W. 
Mason, Miss Carrie Williams, Mrs. W. B. Snidow, Mr. A. D. 
Gerberich, Mrs. C. A. McClaugherty, Sr., all of Pearisburg; 
Mr. Ralph Albert, of Trigg; Mr. Leo F. Goeller, and Miss 
Mattie Guthrie, of Ripplemead; Mr. Brackett Snidow, Mr. 
Mervin Williams and Mr. Chapman S. Hoge, of Pembroke; 
Mrs. Shannon Miller, of White ',ate; Mr. and Mrs. Julius 
Johnston and Mr. C. Cook Eaton uf Staffordsville; Mr. R. 
k Horner, o( the Norfolk and Western Railway; Mr. A. E. 
Suter, of the Virginian Railway, and Dr. Goodridge Wilson, 
regular staff columnist for The Roanoke Times. 

Our special thanks also to Mr. J. Livingstone Dillow, 
whose counsel and encouragement were of invaluable aid, and 
to Mrs. Janice Prillaman, of the Virginian-Leader staff, for 
many hours of extra work in helping to prepare the material. 

I ( we have committed the grave error of omission from 
this list, it has not been intcnt:onal and we apologi2c for it. As 
we have said, many persons have kindly assisted, either in 
directly supplying material or in telling us where it could be 
found. 

Among those deceased, both by direct contribution of a 
post-humously published article and through association we 
arc deeply indebted to the late William Banc Sniclow, who, if 
he had been permitted to live these intervening years, would 
undoubtedly have filled many of the gaps which exist in this 
record. 

Also, to F. N. Broderick, a British subject who, though 
dead these many years, faithfully reported the events in one 
of the most critical times in Giles County's history, and in
directly through the Charlton family supplied us with many 
of the priceless old photographs wluch have been reproduced 
herein. 

Also, lo T. S. Johnston and Pearson Johnston, father and 
son who conducted The Pearisburg Virginian over the longest 
unbroken span of its 99-year existence, recordiltJ the common
place, day-to-day happenings of the commumty, which arc 
the blood and sinew of history • . . 

To each, and all of these, this wm·k is rcspectf ully and 
a f ( ectionatcly dedicated. 

Eaton K. Goldthwaite, Editor 

Reference Works: 1/ardcsl)" s History, published in 1884; 
History of tl,c Middle N cw River St1tlcmc11ts, ( 1908) by 
David E. Johnston; An Amcrica11 Past, by William B. Snidow; 
llistory of Virgi11ia, ( Six Volumes-1924) by Lyon Gardiner 
Tyler, President Emeritus of \Villiam and 1\lary. 

Newport 
The name "Nc\\'port" is of English or1gm, and means 

a "new port," 01· portal, or place of entrance. Although ports 
arc usually located on the sea or other large bodies of water, 

-· the name is still properly used in the case of Newport in 
Gil:::s County, for a little over c1 hundred years ngo it was 
a 1:10:;t important place of entrance to a vast frontier country. 

Newport, the oldest incorporated Town in Giles County, 
\\·as also at one time its largest and most bustling community, 
as well as being one of its most popular resort towns. Jn the 
year 1U58 the railroad from Petersburg, connecting with New 
York, hacl penetrated as fnr as Dublin, ancl regularly operated 
stngcrnadt routes had hern cstnhlishecl via till' \,Vilclcmess 
Hoacl so thnt Newport was an importmtt junction point. From 
this plal'l', stage lines fanned out, with passengers, mail and 
freight being regularly carried to Craig Healing Springs nml 
other points in Craig County; to the Great Salt Pond ( which TOM JOHNSTON AND FAMILY .•. 

he Published The Vfrginian. we know today as Mountain Lake) and over this road through 
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Kyre and Interior to Gray Sulphur Springs, Red and White 
Sulphur and other resorts and important points in West 
Virginia. 

A road from Newport also connected Hoge's Store; Pem
broke, and the Town of Pearisburg via Christian Snidow's 
ferry over the New River; there was also much activity at 
the White Sulphur Springs of New River, formerly Gun
powder Springs and now Eggleston; the center of much traffic 
and the central distributin~ point for considerable freight, 
Newport grew rapidly until 1t boasted several hotels, numr.rous 
stores and dwellings, a thriving bank and, during the course 
of events, two newspapers. 

Elsewhere in this history will be found a newspaper article 
from the Pearisburg Gazette describing the dedication of a 
Masonic Hall at Newport in the year 1869, at which more 
than a thousand persons were in attendance. Although more 
than this number annually attend the Newport Fair, the 
crowd for that day is an indication of the importance that 
t!ewport occupied when the present-day mctropoli of Pearis
burg and Narrows were little more than sleepy hamlets. 

Fire may not have altered the destiny of Newpott, but it 
certainly hastened it; in 1901 practically every major building 
in the Town was destroyed, with only a handful being rebuilt. 

Newport has contributed to the lore of Giles County in 
many ways; one of them is in an expression which has endured 
through the years. During the Cival War, when shortn•rcs were 
extreme and flour was almost impossible to obtafn, John 
Tawney is said to have approached a dealc1· and requested 
(lour, only to be told there was none to be had but that a 
shipment was expected the following week. 

"That will be too late for Tawney," John is reputed to 
have 1·cplied, and Too late! for Tmvllc!)' became an idiom of the 
language. 

Newport, even today, retains several outstanding fea
tures: Most communities, regardless of age, have not had a 
covered wooden bridge in many years-Newport has two 
both in good repair and in regular use. ' 

Hone's Chapel 
J >erhaps 110 liner reminder of the Old South exists :111y

wh.crc in Southwest Virginia tmlay _than the nmgnifh.:ent plan
tation house, orchards and farm 01 the J. T. S. Hoge Estate 
at I-loge's Chapel. The house was built sometime between 
1840 and 1850, supplanting a log house which had been orig-
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inally built by the Hoge family on migrating to the section 
from Wythe County. The plantation house, a masterpiece of 
Georgir.a design, was so solidly built that even its inner walls 
were of hrick. An unusual .feature, in use until recent years, 
was a brick pipe which brought water to the house from a 
spring on the mountain, 

During the latter days of the Civil War, a company of 
Federal soldiers, passing along Mountain Lake road, en
deavored to shell the mansion, but due to heavy mists in the 
valley their aim was poor. One cannon ball landed in the old 
log house, and mm1e1·ous minny-balls fell around, but the 
mansion escaped. 

It is legend that n courier reached the Federals and 
informed them that a superior Confederate force was at their 
heels; the Federnls fled in C;omplcte disorganization after 
attempts to bury or hide their ec1uipment. For years the sec
tion was a "happy hunting ground" fo1· seekers of trophies. 

There was reputed to be a very handsome brass cannon, 
heavily engraved, which had been t>resented to one of the 
Massachusetts Companies, either buried or· hidden in a cave 
during the flight. The search of years, however, has failed to 
reveal it. Doubtless, somewhere on Salt Pond Mountain, this 
relic still rests. 

Pembroke 
Th:s settlement, one of the oldest in Giles County, with 

it., reality titles traced directly from King's Grants, was named 
f!!r t!tc Er~rl of Pembroke. The 1.ybrook family Sftllccl in the 
S111k111g Creek area, and the1·e were almost wiped out by 
Indians; the Burks were their neighbors to the \Vest; and the 
Snidow::- settled and built a fort in the vicinity of Horseshoe 
Curve. Descendants of these families still live in the Town, 
::ome of them occupying land which was originally granted 
to their ancestors nearly 300 years ago. 

~Ir. Brackett Sniclow, a charming and widely educated 
i~entlcnmn, a direct descendant of Christian Snidow and other 
pioneers, is an authority on the history of Pembroke and has 
written several theses on the early days. 

The oldest mercantile establishment in Giles County 
\Villiams Bros. and Company, operated in Pembroke ha~ 
hecn in husiness continually for more than sixty year~. Tn 
recent years, a spedacul.ar and disastrous fire completely de
stroyed the old store wl11d1 hnd heen several times remodeled 
and expanded; despite this setback and a staggering financial 
loss, the firm re-estal>lished itself ac1·oss the street from tho 
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old location and is today one o( Giles County's leading busi
ness houses. 

Pembroke, with its numerous stores, a branch of the 
Bank of Giles County, and its excellent central school with 
a new ultra-modern caicteria and community center, has 
this yenr set ollt to establish a community park on Stony 
Creek. Pembroke's churches, of several denominations, in
clude some of the oldest in tho area .. Not content to dwell in 
its past history, the Town is looking to the future, for it has 
within its borders some of the: best umlevelopecl industrial 
sites remaining in the County. 

Rich Creek 
Although one of the newest and most rapidly ~rowing 

Towns in Giles County, Rkh Creek in point of historical fact 
and importance stands amonp the oldest. A part of the terri
tory annexed from \Vest Virginia to form Giles County, it 
was near Ltu·ich on the edge of Rich Creek that the original 
expedition of Batt and Fallam, out of Fort Petersburgh, came 
to an end on September 17, 1671 when their Indian guides 
ref used to go further. 

It was near this place that the group burned their initials 
on trees and claimed the territory in the name of King Charles, 
1 I, of England. 

One of the earliest mills of the area was established by 
Christi:m Peters on the h:mk of Rich Creek near the t!dge of 
the present town territory; one of the oldest log houses in 
the region was recently removed from the Ould property to 
make way for a modern mot.cl. 

Rich Creek, a thriving modern metropolis with its own 
bank, theatre and business section, is a small city of pleasant 
homes, churches, a centrnl school huilcling and ample room 
for expansion, with availahle industrial sites at its door. 
(,'Im Lyn 

Glen I .yn, the gateway to \Vest Virginia's billion dollar 
coal fields, is believed to he the site of the earliest settlement 
in Giles County, and as such is mentioned elsewhere in this 
text. It is also the site of the giant Appalachian Electric 
Power Company's generating plant; by proportion of assessed 
valuation to population, (ih·n J ,yn is 011t• of 11w rklwst rnm-
111u11ities in the world, 

It is, as might he cxpcdccl, a Town of sharp contrasts: 
within the shadows of the world's Jargc~t outdoor boiler, which 
generates electricity from coal more efficiently than it has 
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ever been done before; onr of the world's highest smokestacks 
and railroad hridgcs--within the area of this testament of the 
ingenuity of modern engineering stands the oldest house in 
Gib, County, ,tnd also lies a grave, simply marked: Mary 
Porh•r, kilfrd by //,e htclia1u. 

Pearisburg Fire Department 
Although Pearisburg has existed as a Town since 1808, 

it was not until 1944 that a fire department was organized in 
the Fort Branch section, adopting as it~ name Liberty Fire 
Company No. 1. At the same time, a fire department was 
operating in Pearisburg under Civilian Defense, nncl on Jan
uary 22, 1945, following the rec1uest of Councilman C. J. 
Taylor, the two companies were consolidated as The Pcaris
hurg Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

Kent Pennington was muned the first Chief of the newl} 
rnnsoliclatecl department, ;mcl C. J. Taylor was named presi
dent. The equipment on hand consisted of a 1936 Ford pick
up tmck with an OCD pumper; 500 feet of 2½" hose; 300 
feel of J ½" hose; a ladder, axe and four nozzles. 

In 1\lay, 1945, C. J. Taylor resigned to run for Mayor of 
Pearisburg, and :Merci B. Pennington was elected to succeed 
him as president of the company. During 1945 the Fire De
partment and Town Council sponsored construction of a new 
Town reservoir with 750,000 gallon t·apkity, 

On April 21st, 1946, Chief Carl Ray resigned aml Kent 
Pennington was elected to replace him. During the year dele
gations were sent to neighboring towns to study equipment 
and operations, and on August 23 a co11tract was signed for 
construction of a new fire truck, which was completed and 
ready for service in September, 1947, 

The next equipment was added in January, 1949, when 
an American I ,a Frnnce Torpedo truck with a 350 gal. per min. 
rotary geared pump was purchased from the Town of Rad
ford for the sum of $250. 

An epidemic of fires in the first months of 1949 brought 
about the necessity of additional ec1uipment, and with the 
help 01· the Giles County Board of Supervisors a '49 model 
Studebaker J ½ ton clmsis was purdtased; a fire truck body 
was placed 011_ the chasis, and in 1950 this tl'llck was sent to 
Charlotte, N, C. for conversion into the modern fire-fighting 
equipment which is still in service. 

February l J, 1950, the Department pm·chascd a Ford 
panel ½ ton truck which has hcen cquippct' with 3-way Link r ,, .. : .. . .. ,, ·~c-c-:~~~~1r..-·-·~~r:""~-"7 ... t Tl 

II 1111 r. ·.·· '··'' "··•.,.· h uj; I . · .. ••,··.II 1 .. ' . ' '" ··:,'i:. ·.··c:. , . • . ', .:·,.' .· :., ' r,:.r. . ' ' .· . :,, : 
~ .. ·· f~--~i~., ·.. . .. rp 
; ·~ ,· 

P1.:AR1souRG Frng DEPARTMENT 
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radio, S-C puhlic address system ; 2 strctchet·s : asbestos suit ; 
portable 120 gpm pump; portable 60 gpm pump; rcscusitator, 
blankets, first-aid kit and large tool box. 

On August 22, 1951, the Fire Department purchased a 
lot on Mountain Lake Avenue and started construction of 
the new tire house on Sept. 21. Dcclkation of the huiJcling took 
place on April 14, 1952. 

On January 2, 1954, an American LaFrancc 65-ft. aerial 
truck was pm·chased to supplement the City service truck 
which hacl been in use over a year. 

Jn April, 1954, a 3-story acldition to the fire station was 
begun to furnish accomodations for kitchen, equipment and 
storage, completing the modern 11 room, 3 toilet station which 
is now in use. 

In its ten years of existence the Department has answered 
an average of 38 alarms annually; is now housed in its fifth 
location, ancl has on hand the tenth piece of mobile ec1uip
mcnt, five of which at'e still in service. Members arc l'ilCh in
sured with $3,000 life, health and accident polity; are furn
ished rain coats, helmets, boots, gloves and both formal ancl 
semi-formal dress uniforms. The Department is financed 
partly by Giles Count>", partly by the Town of Pearisburg, and 
thl' balance through its own projects. 

P1·esent officers arc Kent Pennington, Chief; ~larvin 
Dunford, Ass:stant Chief; Henry \Vnde, Captain; Lieutenants 
Bml Hale, \V. H .. Melve>", George Donovan and C. \V. \,Vil
burn. Administrative oHtcers arc James Goodwin, Prcs.iclent; 
K. A. Cmwford, 1st Vice Pres.; Clayton Davis, 2nd Vice 
Pres.; Kyle E. Burke, Sec.; James Kerrigan, Treas.; L. J. 
Shelton, Jr., Purchasing Agent, and James Johns~on, Building 
Mgr. 

Following an inspection made by the Board of Fire 
Underwriters on Tm·s<lay, July 24, 1956, the Department was 
gi\'cn the lop rating which cnn he received hy any volunteer 
lire department, a remarkable accomplishment and one worthr 
of the co1mnun:ty's g1·atitude and appreciation. 

Churches of Pearisburg 
THE PRESB \'TERIAN CHURCH 

Prcsbytt•rian met at Giles Court House April 26, 1850. 
In th s mcctinrr there is the following minute: 

"A pe:ition from .•amclry persons residing in the county of 
Giles was presented to l'reshytery, pmying that they might ho 
organized into n church to he known by the name of the 
Church of Pearisbm·g, which petition was on motion ~mnted 
and tho Revs. Messrs. Ewin1,· and Payne were nppomted a 
committee to organize the church during the p1·cscnt meet
ing of Pt'csbytcr). Thanks were returned to the members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church for the use oi their building." 

At the spring meeting of Presbytery in 1861, Daniel R. 
Cecil, cider from Pearisburg Church, asked for aid for a 
building to be erected and $300 were asked of the board of 
Church Extension for that purppsc. 

The F("clerat Forces con11na11dcd by Col. R. B. Hayes of 
Ohio, later president of the U. S., used this church as a 
l'ommissary from l\fay 6, to 10, 1863. The Yankees were 
driven out of the town hy a small body of Confcclorntes 
commanded by Brig. <~en. Heath. As they retreated they set 
lire to the Church, hut thanks to the brave women of the town 
the fire was quickly extinguished. 

The chm·ch building was entirely destroyed by fire on 
the night of Dec. 25, 1869, after it had just been completed 
and dedicated the month before. 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Christ Episcopal Church, Pearisburg, was organized in 

:--; ovembcr 1907. 
The first church building was erected in 1910 nnd ser

vices were first held in the church about May or J~me, 1912. 
The first visit of the Jfo;hop to the church was ~n Nov. 9, 
1912, nt which time Bishop Tud,er confirmed two memhers, 
nl i:-s Carri<.· \Villiams and Mrs. \Villiam Gihhoncy. 

The original building was humed on the night oi Mardi 
261 1926, and plan~ were immediately made to rebuild on the 
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s:unc site, and enlarge the building sollll'. 

The present building was consecrated on April 8, 1933, 
by Bishop Robert C. Jett, the full amount of all indebtedness 
having been paid off by Messrs. M. P. Lawrence and P. 
Lugrin, of Glen Lyn. 

The memorial window in the rear of the chancel was put 
in by the late Judge James French Strother in honor of his 
parents, Judge and Mrs. P. \V. Strother. 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
The Baptist church was founded in 1879, and the building 

was opened in 1882. Arminta D. French gave tho land for the 
Baptist Church. Mrs. F. G. Thrasher gave the lnnd for the 
parsonage, a part of which was sold to J. \V. \\Talker and the 
money was put into the building of the parsonaf?'e. Rev. M. 
F. \Vilson was the first pastor. The present huildmg, e1·ectecl 
in 1937, was dedicated by Dr. \\'alter P. Binns, pastor of the 
First Baptist church, Roanoke. 

METHODIST CHURCH 
The i\Jethodists were organized at Pearisburg in 1809 or 

1810 hy Jacob Peck. The class leader was named Bcuford. 
Services were held in a lug ~:d11Jul house that stood on the 
public school ground opposik and near the present residence 
of Mrs. C. A. Hoilman. Sl•1·vkcs were also held in the stone 
Coun House which stood neat· the site of the present Court 
House. After the log struct,urc was replaced hy the brick 
building, Peal'isbm·g Academy, (now the :\fasonic building), 
services were held there. 

In 1847 the .Methodists built a frame church, the first 
church erected in Pearisburg. In 1859 this building was torn 
down to make way for a brick huilding. This church was ded
icated April 7, 1861. James I>. Johnston, Sr., a !ll'omincnt 
member of this church, states in his journal that on t11e day of 
the dedication, as he ,,·as kaving the d1urd1 nfter services, 
\\'ilkinson \Vittcn of Tnzewell rode up from the direction of 
Dublin and announced that Fort Sumpter had been fired upon. 

Miss Betty Lee Pearson and James B. Hale we1·e married 
in this churd1 October 23, 1889. This w:1s the first churd1 
we<lding solemnized in Pl•arishurg. 

This brick building was torn down and replaced by the 
present church in 1896. 

JUDGE }JAR.TIN \VII.LL\MS 

Judge :Martin \Villiams was horn in Pittsylvan:a county 
in September, 1858, son of Rohl1 rl and Elizabeth (Martin) 
\Villiams. His father was a large fanner and tobacco manu
facturer; his mother a daughter of Col. Joseph Martin of 
Henry County, who was son of General Joseph Martin, a 
pioneer in Indian Affairs in southwest Virginia, western 
North Carolina and Tennessee. 

I lis early life saw the devastation of \Var and Recon
struction, and the almost complete dissipation of his father's 
fortune, and his only means of ('(lucation was in the ''old field 
schools". At 17 years of age he followed his older brother, late 
Attomcy Gem•ral Samuel \V. \Villiams, to Bland County, 
where he worked at odd jobs until he went to Blacksburg m 
1878 nnd worked for two years in the shops to pny his hoard. 
Leaving collegl', he returned to Bland County where he read 
law with his brotht•t·, was admitted to the bar when 21, took 
summer law al the University in 1882, and wan Common
wealth's Attorney of Bland County. In 1892 he was elected 
Judge of the county courts of Giles and Bland counties, served 
his term, clcclined re-clel·tion and resumed his practice, having 
moved to Giles County. 

He served on the Board of \Vorl<l's Fair Managers for 
tlw State of Virginia at the \Vorlcl's Fair at Chicago in 1893. 
\V:is elected to the Legislature from Giles and Bland in 1906, 
served ten years in succession, was floor leader six years; was 
a member of the sub-committee which reported a complete r
vision of the puhlic school laws, which report was adopted at 
the session of 1906; piloted the Mann I-I igh School Hill 
thrnugh the House, thus establishing the first state high 
schools in Virginia; was the author of the \Villiams Sdtool 
Bill authorizing the borrowing from the literary i und, under 
which nearly all of the splenclicl school buildings in Virgina 
have hecn built ; wns one of the first opponents of the idea of 
issuing bonds for the building of public roads, fought the idea 
continually from 1910, in and om of the Lcgislattfre, until its 
final defeat; was the author of the \,Villimns Enahling Act. 
unrk•r which thc Stale voted dry, arnl in that Canvass, stumpec1 
tlw state from the Kentucky line to Norfolk at his own 
expense. 

During the administration of Go\'. Stuart h(• was on a 
special committee along with the late Frank Buchanan and 
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\Vt-:NON.\11 Av1rnuE, Pt-;ARISBURC:, I>A1't-~ UNKNOWN-Effects of tl~e Civil \Var may be stcn in the glass of the Courthouse cup
ola, which is still hoarded up. The building on the comer of ?\fain Street is the old \\'oolwine Hotel, 

others, to report on the revision of the tax Jaws of Virginia, and soJcl it to George Hoge in 1850. The Charhons bought it 
thus laying the foundation for the plan of segregation which from the I-loges and they sold it to the Prices. Col. Pendleton 
was completed after his retirement from the Legislature, his kept a store in one room at one time. Others who lived there 
retirement being voluntary , we1·e Mat Peters, Frank Hale, Jesse \Voodrum. C. L. King 

He perhaps had to his credit more constructive legislation hacl a bank in part of the house. 
than any one man from Virginia. 1813 - Lot 38, boL·g-ht by John, Jacob ancl Benjamin 

He was appointed by President Wilson as explosive in- Peck (Shelton house hack of bank). In 1832 \VilJiam C. 
spector for Virginia <luring World War I. After this he was Charlton's tailor shop was protruding on the southeast of 
elected Commonwealth's Attorney for Giles County for one this lot. The present house is built from lumber taken from 
term hut declined re-election. the former clwelting house of Charles Woolwine-prnbably 

He was a member of the :Masonic Lodge, an Odd Fellow, a part of which was erected by John Anderson, prominent 
and an elder in the Presbyterian Church. merchant in the 1860's, 70's and 80's. 

1827 - Lot 30 (Thomas Building) "Leave is given Guy 
PEARISBURG POST OFFICE I>. French in 1827 to take earth from tho public square and 

The post office in Pearisburg was established as Giles ntrcc.·t in this town ancl mold and burn into brick for the 
Court House, Giles County, Virginia, on January 9, 181 1. The erection of a brick house." The dwelling was erected that 
name of the office was changed to Pearisburg on January 27, yc.•ar. In the 1860's it was known as the \Vestern Hotel. Jn 
1854. On an unknown date the name was changed to Pcaris- 1868 11. B. Barbour was proprietor. In 1869 both t:wrrns 
burgh. On January 26, 1893, it was dtangccl hack to Pcaris- ,·,-ere closed "hel'ause the Court wouldn't grant liquor license." 
hurg again. In May 1869 Mr. BarhoUl' opened the \Vooclnun or Central 

OLD D\VELLINGS Hotel, ancl in June 1869 Mrs. G. D. French reopened the 
1814 - Lot 4 (o)cl Methodist parsonage) Old Court \Vcstern Hotel. 

House Lot. 1814 David Summers bought this lot. In 1821 he This building was owtwd over forty-four yc-ars b) 
sold it' to Ralph Stafford and William Henderson. In 1832 Thoma~ J. Pearson. He occupied it 18 ycat's as a dwelling, 
the huilcling there was called Old Court House. rcn~ed 1t as a hotel and store for a few ycat's, ancl latc1· used 

1811 -- I .ot 40 ( Dr. J. A. Booth house) was sol<I to Davicl it as a ston• for his mct'chandis<·. 
Prin· hy Henry E. Smith, atlornc.•y for the town. Jn 1815 Price 182<) --- (] >r. 11. Ci. Johnston I louse) htti!t hy Andrew 
sold it to l>avicl a1,•.I Andrew Johnston. In 1819 Andrew .Johnston, grandfather n( the late Dr. 11. r;, fohnston, in 1829. 
Johnston soJcl it to D wid Johnston. At this time there was a •~'his is the on}y house in the town ocrnph•d by three genera
stone house on it. Chapman I Johnston bought it in 1844, t1ons consecutively. 
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GILES COUNTI', VIRGINIA 

DR. HARVEY JOHNSTON'S OFFICE 
used us headquarters by Col. Rutherford B. Hayes 

l'OPULATION OF PEARISBURG FROM 1880-1930 
1880-285 
1890-391 
1900- 464 
1910-470 
1920- 537 
1930-668 

TAVERNS - 1812 
The following rates were to be observed by Ordinary 

Keepers ( eating and lodging houses) : 
West India rum, per half pint ................... 25 cts 
New York rum per half pint .................... 12½ cts 
Whiskey per half pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 cts 
Cider per quart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 cts 
l3eer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 cts 
l)i1111er .......................... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 cts 
llreakiast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 cts 
S11pper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 cts 
I .... oclgi11g . . . . . . • . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . • . . . . 12½ cts 
Corn, per gallon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12½ cts 
Oats, per gallon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12½ cts 
Hay or fodder, per night . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 cts 
Pasture, per night . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 cts 
First quality of imported wine, per half pint . . . . . . . 25 cts 
Second rate of imported wine, per half pint . . . . . . 15 cts 
Continental wine, per half pint .................. 12½ cts 

BANKS OF PEARISBURG 
The Pearisburg Savings Bank was chartered by an Act 

of the General As'iembly, March 30, 1852. Apparently this 
bank was never organized, for on March 15, 1856, an act of 
the General Assembly was passed establishing a branch bank 
of the. Old Dominion at Pearisburg. 

A. G. Pendleton was President and William Vass was cash
ier. Its first home was in the dwelling house of Mr. Foote. 
This house later became the property of Thomas C. fohnston, 
editor· of the Pearisburg Virginian. The house ,vas r:uied 
several years ago, and the side is now a part of the public 
square. A brick structure was built for the bank. It Joined 
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OLD PRESB\'TETIIAN CHUI\CII 

and Manse, on Main Street, Pearisburg 

the court house on the northwest side. This building was torn 
down and the Confederate monument now stands near its site. 

J 11 1898 C. L. King had a bank in one of the rooms in 
the Dr. J. A. Booth house. Later the brick building, the old 
home of the Pearisburg Virginian, was the bank building. 
From this building it was moved to its present location. 

EARLY SCHOOLS OF GILES COUNTY 
AND PEARISBURG 

From the records of the State Board of Education con
tained in the report of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
for the year 1870 there was found to be thirty schools open. 
There was no report on private schools. 

In 1871-72 there were four school districts in Giles -with 
the following number of schools in each: Walker's Creek 8, 
Pearisburg 11, Pembroke 7, and Newport 4. This report states 
that the county school board ow,•.\!d none of the school build
ings and that "our means at present arc too limited to justify 
the boards to attempt their erection." 

James B. Peck was superinendent of schools in Giles at 
that time. 

A report of .1870 states that there were two private 
schools, one at \Vh1te Gate, run by the Rev. James Humphreys. 
ft had two faculty members, a man and a woman. It was 
organized in 1868. There was also a private school at Pearis
hurg, run by D. J. Chapman. 

From interviews with people who lived in Pearisburg at 
this time, and who attended these schools it was learned that 
Prof. Chanccleaum, a Frenchman, who married a sister of 
D. J. Chapman and Mrs. English, ran a private school in the 
old Academy. After the death of Prof. Chanccleaum :Mrs. 
Chancelcaum taught in her home, using two rooms. He; home 
,v:,s the house which is now owned by Mrs. C. A. I I oilman. 

Later a school was opened in the \Voodrum Hotel, tnught 
by Mrs. \Vooclrum, inother of the late Jesse Woodrum of 
Pearisburg. 
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CHARLTON'S STORE 

The earliest public school seems to have been located in 
the northern part of town on the road leading to Curve 
opposite the Dr. H. G. Johnston family cemetery. 

According to the diary ,:,i James D. Johnston, Sr., there 
was a log school house on the public school ground, near or 
on the site of, the .Masonic I-fall as early as 1809 or 1810. 

1825 - On application of the citi2ens of Pearisburg for 
leave to build a school house .011 the public lot which is set 
apart for the purpose of building a church on or house of 
divine worship. The Court in accordance with the wishes of 
the citizens of Pearisburg, gives them leave to build the 
school house on the public lot and to occupy the same for 10 
years as a house of tuition. 

April 26, 1831 - Landon Duncan ( on the motion of \Vm. 
Chapman) has leave to teach school in the Court House for 
the term of two months, the said Duncan when he enters 
upon the duties of his school, he shall examine the Court 
House and when his term expires shall also view the same 
and should any damage be sustained by occasion thereof the 
employers are to pay the same. 

From Deed Book E, page 457 : 
David Hall to the trustees of Pearisburg Academy Octo

ber 26, 1839, $15.00 one half of the lot of ground belonging 

GILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

Pi:An1:-:m'RG VrnG1:--u:-:--S1TE m,• PRESENT \VtTTEN's STORI-: 

t .. ~.~::?_> . < '_. . . " 

IJ46t;iaMaS,:,,'•:::J.:.:.~:..~'"~';; 
IN 1880, \\'HERE KRoGER's & VrnmNtA GARAGE Now STAND 

to. the County oi Giles situated in the town of Pearisburg 
being the same Jot that the Court many years ago set apart 
for the purpose of erecting thereon a Church and school house 
which half intended to be sold in the western end off the 
said lot and adjoining a lot of ground belonging to Rufus A. 
French the said David Hall in making the said consequences 
is especially required to grant the said piece of ground to the 
association aforesaid for the purpose of erecting an Academy 
thereon hut for no other purpose. 

1\fasonian Female Institute, President Daniel W. Mason, 
located one mile from Pearisburg was opened Sept. 21, 1893, 
and continued until 1900. \,\'hen it closed the faculty was com
posed of eight or ten college graduates and had a boarding 
department oi about thirty students. 

The Grammar School was erected in 1908. The total cost 
of the building was $8,467.19, and of the lot $915.00, making 
it a total cost of $9,382.19. Of this total the School Board paid 
$5,960. and $3,522.19 was raised by subscriptions. The con
tributions ranged in amounts from $10 to $300. The bell was 
contrihute<l hy the Rev. Bolling Hohson, Presbyterian minister. 

The building committee was composed of C. L. King and 
Bernard ~fason. James R. Stafford was the first principal. 
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The Years 1868-69 Were of Vital 
Importance to Giles County--

The years of 1868-69 were of vital importance to Giles County 
because they marked the beginning of a new era. The County, 
along with the rest of the Dominion, had been under military 
occupation since the end of the Civil War; the entire South, 
crushed and bewildered, was trying desperately to pull itself to
gether. Because of the isolation of Giles County, and the pecul
liarlr independent nature of its people-also the fact that it had 
suffered little damage from the war-this area was among the 
first to find a "new direction". Shortages had begun to ease, and 
a normal way of life was beginning again. 

The Pearisbarg Gazette, forerunner of The Virginian-Leader, 
had been established in 1857 and, because of the War, was forced 
to suspend. In 1867 the newspaper was in operation again, with 
John Sower as publisher. The following articles, taken from the 
Gazette issues of dates as shown, are historically significant and 
form the only record we have for the period: 

April 5, 1869 THE CLERKSHIP 
As we stated in our last, Wm. K. Brooks was appointed 

dcrk of both Courts for this county, and his commission 
arrived on the 25th ultimo; and just as we went to press, we 
noticed that George W. Porterfield had, on the 25th, been 
appointed clerk· of the Circuit Court for this county, which 
we thought probably a blunder at headquarters, as Brooks 
already had the commission as clerk of both Courts; but on 
Thursday last Porterfield's commission came, and we now have 
two appointees as clerk of the Circuit Court, and the question 
is, \ Vho is the clerk? Both men are appointed "To fill the va
l'ancy caused by the removal of H. W. Broderick." 
St•fl. 4, 1869 . 

THE \VABASH CAMP-MEETING 
Commenced on the 4th, and closed on the 9th, instant: 

There were seventeen Ministers and an unusually large num
her of persons in attendance. On Sunday, the crowd was var
iously estimated at from 1,500 to 2,500. One man from Mont
gomery, was arrested on Sunday for attempting to get up a 
row and in default of security for his good behaviour, was 
sent to jail.. Another man, from this county, was arrested on 
~~unclay night for -selling liquor on the ground. A canteen of 
whiskey was. found on his person and a measuring cup in his 
pocket. He was required to give security for his good behavior. 
\Vith these two exceptions, everything passed off <1uictly. 
Some sixty or seventy professed conversion, and thirty or 
forty connected themselves with the Church. 

Au!/, 17, 1868 OUR THIRD VOLUME 
The presrnt issue forms the first number of the third 

,·ohmH.~ of the Ga1.ettc. \Vith it we start upon another, the third 
year, since the revival of the paper after the close of the late 
war. 

The period of its reconstructed existence has been one 
uncommonly eventful. Unforlunately it has been crowded with 
events entirety of a depressing and dispiriting character. A 
deep gloom•an almost total despondency-has been cast upon 
our people. Left, by the result of the war, completely des
titute, they have, by the current of legislation, and the usur
pations of irresponsible officials, been denied that stimulus 
lo exertion, and that incentive to effort, proceeding from a 
feeling of security to the rights of person and property, which 
it is the great aim of a good and stable government to furn
ish, and which renders such a government a blessing to its 
people. As if this were not enough, as if the paralysing of 
every energy by the unccrtainitics of a threatening future were 
not :mHicient, tberc has been added by reckless and wanton 
extravagance and outrage a burden of debt and taxation so 
enormous as to cripple every interest, and clog the wheels of 
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industry. As a consequence trade of every kind has )anguished, 
enterprise has been almost abandoned, and in place of the 
thrift and plentiful prosperity with which the land was once 
blessed, a timid and apathetic routine of "living from hand 
to ri1outh" has very generally been substituted. 

In looking back over this period - recalling the gloomy 
prospect that met us at the start, and recollecting the con
tinuous discouragements that have since crowded each other 
in the march of events,-wc cannot· Jet the occasion pass with
out expressing our thanks for the patronage that has enabled 
us to reach· this point. Humble as has been our career, we are 
not insensible of our obligations to our friends for the support 
that has successfully carried us through two such years. That 
we have done our best, with our limited means, to merit this 
support, will, we think, be readily conceded by our patrons; 
that we have not done all that we hoped to do, that we have not 
fulfilled our own aspiration~, or fully met our own expecta
tions, we most frankly admit; but now, when the skies around 
us arc brightening, when every day brings us additona) evi
dences that the great mass of the people, North and West, are 
becoming aroused to the real condition of the country, and 
indicadng their purpose to remove a blighting incubus that 
has so long and so heavily weighed upon the energies of the 
people, we may surely hope - so confidently hope as to base 
thereon a promise - that we shall be able to double our claims 
to the support of our patrons; and, as the two are a sort .of 
mutual cause and effect - operating,. as it were, in a circle 
- we may also hope to receive, in the future, a double measure 
of support. · 

As we intimated last week we intend to commence this 
third year• with a greater effort to place our journal on a 
broader and surer basis than we have hitherto been able to 
make. No exertion within our means shall be omitted to render 
it successful, and we are encouraged to hope for a full meas
ure of success both from the achievements of the past amid 
its gloom and discouragment, and from the· improved prospect 
that seems to be opening before us. It is needless to ptes.ent 
our intentions in detail. Circmnstances will, of course, largely 
influence them, and by them we must be guided; but the 
result of our effort will at once be manifest to all. 

_Much of error cxist.s among our country friends in ·re- · 
gard to the business of cnmlucting a country newspaper. Crude 
notions that, in some wa,,, or other, it is an mexhaustible 
source of wealth very c:-< :ensively prevail. A little reflection 
would convince our patrons how far they are from the truth, 
and demonstrate that the appearance and merit of a local 
journal are a sure gauge of the support and influence it re
ceives. With these erroneous ideas prevailing it is not aston
ishing that the local journal of ten fails to meet the expecta
tions of the community. To· some it is too small, to others, 
it has too little variety, to many, it lacks ability in the editorial 
chair; while to all, accustomed to these various complaints 
it becomes rather an object of contempt. \\1ith this point 
reached there can be little hope of improvement, and but little 
prospect other than a speedy and misrable death. And this state 
of things arises from a failure to consider that it is an 
patronage that titakcs the local journal interesting and eff ec
tive, no less than that an interesting paper challenges and 
draws support. 

The circulation of a county paper is usually so limited, 
that, were there not a single delinquent subscriber, the whole 
subscription list would not secure the services of a man of 
ability as Editor. \Vere it however barely sufficient, and so 
expended, nClthing remains for the compositor, the paper or 
any other of the many expenses necessary to keep up ·publica
tion. Again, the advertising portion of the business, that is so 
lurra_tive _to ottf city contempornrics, dwinclles in the.' country 
office tq absolute insignificance. 

We met!tion these. things merely to show the necessity 
for an intelligent support of the local paper, if the commtanity 
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would have it an object of pride and credit, as well as a source 
of pleasure and instruction to themselves. Promising our 
hest cf forts to remedy these evils, we call upon our friends 
to second us manfully in our labors. Let every subscriber not 
only renew his own subscription at once but furnish us with 
another. Advocate the claims of your local journal. Take an 
interest in it, and let that interest be shown. Solicit subscrip
tions to it in your neighborhood, and elsewhere, and persevere 
until not a smgle man of your acquaintance fails to take it. 
Do this and we promise most faithfully to return you your 
money's worth. Given us a subscription list that will pay an 
Editor of ability, and we will sacredly appropriate· the means 
to secure the services of a man competent, for the work, and 
who will devote his time and talent to it. Meet us with a 
vigorous effort in our support, and the paper shall no longer 
be too small. Come up to our aid with a will, and with a will 
we will work to remedy every defect in the Gazette. 

No better time could we select to make the cf fort ,ve in
tend, or the appeal we now make. The tide is turning, take it 
at the flood. Exert yourselves at once, and learn how easy it 
is to accomplish great changes by a little effort, when unitedly 
made. Don't fail to send us your name as a subscriber for 
the next year, and at least one name more; and on our return 
from our projected trip you shall see the result of your work. 

Attg. 17, 1868 

WESTERN HOTEL, 
Giles Court House, Va. 

H. B. BARBOR, Proprietor 

This old and popular house has been opened to the public. 
The Table will at all times be furnished with the best the 
country affords; the Bar with the choicest Liquors that can 
be procured, and the Stables well supplied with Grain and 
Hay. Bills moderate. 

Aug. 24, 1868 
DIED 

On Sugar Run, in this county, on the 14th instant, Mrs. 
JEl\UNA FARLEY, consort of Kiser Farley, in the 66th/ear 
of his age. She was taken with a pain in the head, and di not 
live five minutes. 

At the \1/estern Hotel, in this place, on the 19th instant, 
of paralysis, Mrs. JOHN C. LAW, of Franklin county, Va. 

NOTICE 
The Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of the New 

River Navigation Company will be held at New River White 
S, Springs, on Saturday, 5th of September next. It is dcsir
nblc that all stockholders should be represented in person or 
by proxy. 

TO THE PUBLIC 
The undersigned having divested himself of all ei1cum

brances, is now prepared to g'ive his whole attention to the 
building business ... Houses, Mills and Bridges will receive 
his personal attention. He flatters himself that his thorough 
knowledge of the theory of building will enable him to give 
entire satisfaction. 

Coffins made in the best style at short notice. Prices 
moderate and terms liberal. 

JAS. T. HOBACK 
Architect and Builder 

An exchange says narrow shoes with high heels, which 
are now all the fashion, are serious obstacles to a good figure. 
Without a good basis it is impossible to sustain the form in 
an erect posture, and poised, as our young girls arc, upon the 
stilts of fashion, it is not easy to preserve their equilibrium. 
They thus habitually bend forward or backward, to the right 
or to the Jef t, until, in the course of tiille, they become per-
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mancntly misshapen in one direction or the other. And this 
is not all. The heels of fashionable shoes worn by ladies arc 
so small at the bottom as to afford little or no support to the 
ankles. This in part accounts for the peculiar walk of those 
who wear them, and this is causing many weak and sprained 
ankles, for which there is no cure. An ankle once sprained is 
ever after liable to be injured by a very slight cause. No lady 
who values her comfort in life, and her limbs upon which she 
depends for locomation, will wear high heels tapered off as 
is now the fashion. 

Sept. 7, 1868 

. School in Pearisburg 
It affords us great pleasure to announce the fact that we 

arc at last to have a good school established in our town. It 
will be seen by reference to our advertising columns, that Mrs. 
S . .M. McComas will open a school here sometime this month, 
and we earnestly call upon our citizens to sustain the school. 
Long have we needed such an institution, and now, that we 
have it in our power, let us go to work in earnest and establish 
a permanent school in our midst. Mrs. McComas is a lady of 
fine education, and one worthy of, and entitled to, the support 
and encouragement of the community. Due notice will be given 
of the time of commencement. 
ad: 

MRS. S. M. McCctMAS will open a school in Pearisburg 
during the latter part of the present month. As she has not yet 
circulated a Prospectus, she takes this mehod of soliciting the 
patronage of the community. She is ready to take charge of a 
few music pupils. 

Oct. 19, 1868 

CHURCH DEDICATION 
We learn that the Presbyterian Church at this place will 

be dedicated on the second Sunday (8th day) of November. 

Oct. 26, 1868 

· It is estimated that the loss to this county in the destruc
tion of tobacco by the frost on the 9th instant, will amount 
to at least $30,000. 

In digging out the foundation for the new jail at this 
place, the workmen came to some rock, which they found it 
necessary to blast; and on Thursday last they put in one blast, 
but the fuse burned out without exploding. Issac A. Smith 
and Boston Bailey then attempted to drill out the powder, 
using a steel drill-when the powder exploded, knocking Smith 
down, and tearh1g Bailey's right hand (with which he was 
holding the drill) very much; his fore linger heing broken, 
as also some of the bones in his hand. It was fortunate they 
were not killed. 

On Thursday night last a Council of the Friends of 
Temperance was organized at this place. The following arc the 
officers elect for the ensuing year: A. Mahood, President; W. 
A. Anderson, Associate; Rev. H. T. Darnall, Chaplain; J. 
W. Williams, Sec'y; F. W. Mahood, Financial Sec'y.; H. G. 
Johnston, Treas.; F. P. Mahood, Conductor; J. T. Grigby, 
Asso. Conductor; W. McClaughcrty, Inside Sent.; L. M. 
Woolwine, Outside Sent. 

Nov. 9, 1868 

The Presbyterian church at this place has been finished, 
and preaching commenced in it last Friday night. 

Nov. 16, 1868 

The Presbyterian church at this place was dedicated on 
Sunday last. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. 
Hooper, of Christiansburg. 
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On Sunday n'ghl last, Company G 2d U. S. Infantry, 
Capt. l\·~cLoughlin, which h.as for some time been s.tationed 
at I >anvtllc, Ky., ljUarlered 111 the Court House at tlus place. 
They were armrd with the Prussian Needle Gun, and en route 
to Union, \V. Va., to relieve Company K 29th Infantry. On 
Friday Company E passed through en route to Texas, whither 
the regiment h:ls been ordered. 

fit·c. 14, 1868 
DIED 

About the I st inst., at Cotton Hill, Fayette county, \V. 
\'a., Mr. JOIIX S. EASLEY, in the 76th year of his age. Mr. 
Easley was formerly a citizen of Giles, where he leaves a large 
l"irdc of friends and acquaintances to mourn his departure 
irnm earth. He lived respected and beloved by all who knew 
hi1~1. 

1869 
.fall. 11, 1869 

\\'c learn that the freedmen have let to contract the build
ing oi a church in this place. Mr. Andrew Fillinger is the 
contractor, and the work is to be completed by the first of 
April. 

Feb. l 1869 
Sinking Creek Lodge, No.--, A. F. and A. M., intend 

laying the corner-stone of the Masonic Hall at Newport, on 
the 12th instant. It is expected that Wor. H. \V. Broderick 
will deliver the address upon that occasion. 
Ft·b. 15, 1869 

On Friday last Sinking Creek Lodge, A. F. and A. l\l., 
laid the corner stone of a new Masonic Hall at Newport. The 
Loclge met at 10½ o'clock, a procession formed at eleven and 
marched to the church, where they were addressed by Wor. 
11. \V. Broderick. 

' Mr. B's address was eloquent, feeling, and deeply in
teresting, not only to the members of the Craft, Lut to the 
mtire audience. He was followed by Rev. P. S. Suttor, who 
delivered a short and appropriate address, in which he full 
sustained his high reputation as a speaker. The procession was 
then re-formed and marched to the site of the new Hall and 
laid the corner-stone with the interesting and imposing cere
monies peculiar to 1\fasonry; after which they marched back 
to the Hall and partook of a sumptuous dinner provided by 
the Lodge. Thr. crowd present was estimated at about a 
thousand, and though so large, everything passed off quietly, 
ancl the most kindly feelings seemed to pervade the entire 
assembly. \Ve did not see a solitary man intoxicated, or one 
who had even inclulgcd in a single drink, (in fact we never 
saw nor heard of any liquor in the place), which speaks well 
for the citizens of the town and neighborhood. At the request 
of the Lodge, \\Tor. Broderick consented to furnish a copy of 
his address for publication, which we hope to have the pleasure 
oi laying before our readers next week. 

Feb. 15, 1869 
VALUATILE l\HLL .PROPERTY FOR SALE 

The undersigned, contemplating removing from the 
country, offers for sale, privately, his Mill, known as the 
\VAilASH l\lILL, situate on the Pulaski and Giles Turnpike, 
9½ miles from Giles C. H., ancl 11 ½ mi. from Dublin. The 
Mill is in excellent condition, has a good run of custom, and 
is located on a nevcr-failinf and never-freezing stream, and 
has four acres of good lane attached. . 

Persons desiring to purchase will be given any necessary 
information by applying, either in r.erson or by letter, to the 
undersigned. Adress Poplar Hill, Giles county, Va. 

ALLEN M. BANE 

MARRIED 
On the 31st Dt:c., by Rev. J. 1\1. Humphreys, l\fr. George 

R. Surface and Miss Annie E. Shelton. 
On the 2d inst., by the same, Mr. Miles A. Francis and 

Miss Cynthia M. Banc. 

Mar 1, 1869 
ClVIL APPOINTMENTS BY THE MILITARY 

Surveyors - Giles - John \V. Johnson : 
Magistrates - Giles - 'v\1• H. Dulaney, Jacob H. Sands, Peter 

I\Ieadows, \Villiam Stewart, Thomas Hobbs, William Moser. 
Overseers of the Poor - John Martin, A. J. Holiman · 

Mar. 8, 1869 
The following is the list of appointments of :Magistrates 

for this county so far as rcc:ived up to this time: 
\Vm. 1-l. Dulaney vice \vm. Bane, J. H. Sands vice Wm. 

B. Allen, Peter Meadows vice \V. D. Straley, Wm. Stewart 
vice G. H. Dills, John H. Ryan vice R F. \Vatts, Forest Farley 
vice G. H. Peck, \,Vm. l\loscr vice C. I. Thompson. . 

'We understand that the appointments of Wm. H. Dulaney 
and John H. Rran have been returned - they refusing to take 
the '•iron-clad.' 

from March 22, 1869 
THE OLDEST 1\-IASON 

\Ve have for some time noticed a succession of para
graphs setting forth the claims of various sections to the 
possession of the oldest Mason. Some very venerable brethren 
have been thus brought to light; but we think Giles can beat 
all yet brought forward. An old and much esteemed resident 
oi our county, l\fr. DAVID EATON, we think is the oldest 
living Mason. He was born in Ireland, but does not know 
his exact age. He has however three diplomas, a Blue Lodge, 
Chapter, and Knight Templar. They all bear date in 1802, 
the year that l\fr. Eaton emigrated. The Knight Templar 
diploma states that he became a Knight Templar on the 7th 
of February, 1790-a little over 79 years ago. He cannot re
member how long he had been a Mason before he became a 
Knight Timplar, but he thinks eight or ten years. Say eight 
years, and he has been a Mason 87 y~ars; and, as he must have 
been 21 years old at his initation, he is now 108 years of age. 

This aged patriarch is now exceedingly feeble, hut, until 
the last year or two, possessed a wonderful degree of vigor .. 
Although he had passed nearly an ordinary lifetime without 
entering a Lodge-this section being, until a few years back, 
entirely destitute of such organizations-his recollections of 
the ceremonies of the Order were exceedingly vivid and cor
rect, when writer last conversed with him-about three years 
since. 

Mar. 28, 1869 
We are requested by the Building Committee of the 

Freedmen's Church, at this place, to give notice that the work 
is nearly completed, and it requested that all who subscribed to 
aid in the erection of the house, will pay off their subscrip
tons at once, as the money is now needed. 

Jla)' 31, 1869 
DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

The District Confereuce for the Pearisburg District, (M. 
E. Church South) will be held at this place, commencing on 
the 25th of June. Bishop Dog~ett, Rev. Drs. Cunningham and 
\Viley, together with other mmisters, are expected to be pre
sent. 

Arrangements arc being made to so repair ancl strengthen 
the church edifice as will prevent even the possibility of the 
recurrence of the scenes of last year. Th house wilt be made 
secure, and none need stay away through fear. 
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from June 5, 1869 which arc now open and ready for the reception of visitors. 
PUBLIC MEETING A more beautiful and more romantic spot cannot be found 

At a meeting of a portion of the citizens of Giles, held at in the mountains anywhere, while Capt. Wm. Eggleston is 
the Court House, on the 3d June, 1869, on motion Dr. J. 'V\1• a prince of hotel keepers, charming every one with his whole 
Easley was called to the chair, and Jas B. Peck appointed souled manner and hospitality. Every comfort and conven
secretary. ience that heart can wish will be found here: a well-filled bar 

On motion a committee of one from each magu,~·erial dis- and excellent table. 
trict was appointed to report delegates to the Congressional The Springs are convenient to access to every point, and 
and Senatorial District Conventions. The following are the persons desiring a pleasant home, during the summer months. 
committees: ' can find now: better or more pleasant than this. 

.. Congressional _District - D. E. Johnston, N. Worley, J. H. NE\\' RIVER WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, 
l•rench, G. R. Cecil. G'l c V 

Senatorial District - S. Lucas, J. H. Peck, J. H. French, 1 es ounty, a. 
H. W. Broderick. Arc open for visitors, and patronage is solicited. Com-

The committees retired and in a short time returned and munications with the :Montgomery \Vhitc and Yellow Sulphur 
reported the following lists of delegates. Springs by stage coaches. A boat at Central DepQt, on the 

Congressional Convention - C. D. Peck, \V. Bane, W. G. Va. & Tenn. R. R. to convey pas~engers to the Springs in a 
Shannon, A. G. Pendleton, P. \V. Strother, H. W. Broderick, half day. 
C. I. Johnston, S. E. Lybrook, J. P. Snidow, H. T. Jones, Conveyance at Giles , . H. to take parties to the Springli, 
C. H. Payne, P. Price, delegates, and R. A. Price, Jno. A. 9 miles off. 
Kelley, Jas. Sheffey, W. D. Strother, alternates. A coach at the Springs for persons wishing to visit tlw 

Senatorial Convention - E. Johnston, C. D. Peck, H. Bane, Salt Pond. 
G. R. Cecil, J. D. Johnston, \\'. Adair, A. C. Pack, P. W. Board per day $ 2.50 
Strother, \\'. Eggleston, D. E. Johnston, J. P. Snidow, C. I. " I 15 00 per cay . 
Johnston, F. P. Payne, G. \V. Hines, J. Cooke, J. Walker, del- 11 per month 50.00 
cgates, and Col. \V. Watts, D. S. Read, G. P. Taylor, alter- Children under 10 years of age and colored servants halt 
natcs. the above rates. 

On motion it was 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, it is em

inently proper that the Convention which shall meet in Marion 
to nommate a candidate to represent us in Congress shall 
select one of known Conservative principles, and tried and 
true, and who can take the oaths required by law, or whose 
political disabilities have been removed. 

Resolved, That the delegates from this county arc re
quested to correspond with the delegates from the counties 
composing this Senatorial District as to the propriety of 
holdin~ a convention at Grnvel Hill or Midway, in the county 
of Craig, or some central point in the District. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be published in the 
Peal'isburg Gazette, and that the other papers in the Dis
tricts be requested to copy. 

J. W. EASLEY, Ch'm. J.B. Peck, Sec'y. 

Ju11c 5, 1869 
On last Sunday the Freedmen's church at this place was 

dedicated-Rev. E. L1wson, P. E., and several other colored 
ministers were present. The meeting has been protracted for 
several days, and quite a revival gotten up. 

from .l1111t• 12, 1869 

DEATH OF THE OLDEST CITIZEN 

Mr. DAVID EATON, the oldest citizen of this county 
-his age being estimated at one hundred and eight years-died 
at his residence on Thursday last, 10th inst. He was born in 
Ireland, and come to this country in 1802. He was a member 
of the M. E. Church for many years, ancl his life corresponded 
with the professions he made. He was also considered the 
oldest Mason in the United States, having been a member of 
the Order not Jess than eighty-seven years. 

Mr. Eaton did not know his age, or at what time he was 
made a Mason, and from diplomas in his possession, we are 
alone able to form an opinion of his age, or the length of 
time he has been a 'Mason. 

He was buried with l\fasonic honors on yesterday after
noon. 
lttlJ• 3, 1869 

We invite particular attention to the advertisement of the 
New River White Sulphur Springs, lo~ated in this county, 

Proprietors. 

July 24, 1869 

The County Court, on Tuesday last, laid the county levy 
for the year, fixing the tax upon property at 30 cents on thr
$100, and $1.50 as the capitation tax. 

_July 31, 1869 

Mr. Horace Greely, General Wiscwcll, Judge Cuppie, and 
one or two others, paid a visit to this county for the purpose ol 
inspecting the lamls of the Metropolitan Mining and Manu• 
facturing Company, lying in Giles and Bland counties. Tht 
party reached this place on \Vednesday afternoon on horst 
back, and after resting an hour or two, took a hack for Duhlil1 

\Ve learn that they expressed themselves highly delighted 
with the prospect, and thought they would pr<,hably invest it• 
the company. 

J11IJ1 31, 1869 also 
Hon. Horace Greely, editor of the New York Trihunt. 

passl·d through the city yesterday, on his way to Dublin 
Pulaski county. Mr. Greely was in company with three gentle 
men of New York, who ,trl' on a prospecting tour, designing 
to cxmuinc l'ertain rich mineral tracts in Southwestern Vir
ginia, with the ultimate view of investing. 

-from Lynch, Rep., 27th 

Oct. 26, 1869 

1\·IARRIED 
On the 14th instant, by Rev. J. Doutlmt, Mr. JOHN l-1. 

SLUSSER, of Montgomery, & Miss ELVINA J. SNJDO\V. 

DIED 

In Clover Hollow, on the 14th instant, Mrs. MARIA 
ALBERT, consort of Lewis Albert, aged about 50 years. The 
deceased had been the companion of her husband for upwards 
of 20 years, and in the relative position of wife and mother 
was most faithful in the performance of her duties. In early 
life, and before she had left the home of her childhood, she 
made a prof cssion of religion and united with the Lutheran 
church, in which she remainccl to the day of her death. 

PASTOR 
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The Men from Giles County 
lVho Served in. World War I 

The following list was taken directly from the records of 
the Giles County Draft Board. It has been noted that a mnn
b1.•r of errors exist in the spelling of names, initials, etc. Also 
there may be omissions. However, these arc the official records 
and as such have not been altered. 

Adair, Arthur Chapman, Narrows 
Adair, Bennett Fulton, Narrows 
Atkins, Cary 1\lctetus, Eggleston 
Allen, Charles \Villiam, Narrows 
Akers, George Harvey, Staf fordsvillc 
Akers, Fred James, Narrows 
:\lien, Elmer· Ernest, Trigg 
Akers, Fred Thomas, Interior 
Anderson, Theodore Cuyler, Eggleston 

*Butler, \Villiam Powell, Pearisburg 
Bow~n, Homer King, Pembroke 
Breen, Harry, Newport 
Blankenship, Burman, Narrows 
Bailey, John Walter, \Vingo 
Bishop, Harry Habersham, Eggleston 
Buckland, Jasper Aaron, Rich Creek 
Beckner, John Boyd, Pembroke 
Buckland, Lloyd Rucker, Rich Creek 
Bratton, \Villiam Clarence, Bane 
Beamer, Clifton Lee, Chapel 
Bond, Robert Lee, Bluff City 
Bratton, Joseph Emory, Bane 
Breeding, James Luther, Wingo 
Brown, William H., Narrows 
Banc, Samuel Keith, Narrows 
Bl~nkenship, Charles Otto, Narrows 
Bailey, R. Jr., Narrows 
Bishop, Lee Byrd, Hoge Store 
Blackburn, Robert Lee, Narrows 
Boulding, Harvey Lee, Rich Creek 
Brogan, John Cleveland, Rich Creek 
Breedlove, John Daniel, Pearisburg 
Brotherton, Arthur Lee, Pearisburg 
Brotherton, Freel Shcff ey, Pearisburg 
Blankenship, Daultie E., Rich Creek 
Britts, Claude Pierce, Hoge Store 
Blankenship, Forest Dale, Narrows 
*Bingham, Frank ?\I., Princeton 
Bingham, Robert Taylor, Pearisburg 
Irngham, \\'alter, Pearisburg 
Bonham, John Cyrus, Narrows 
Hailey, James \V., Narrows 
Barley, Sidney C., Narrows 
lhtrhanan, \:Vagoner Ira, Banc 
Beamer, Franklin Charles, Narrows 

Caudill, \\'alter Cleveland, Pearisburg 
Collins, Burnett S., Pembroke 
Corell, John H., Bane 
Clark, \\7irt Jackson, Narrows 
Cumbee, Claude Hampton, Eggleston 
Caudle, Mitchel, Pearisburg 
Croy, James Andrew, Pearisburg 
Croy, \Villiam Clny, Pearisburg 
Croy, Allen Kenneth, Pearisburg 
Chandler, John Edward, White Gate 
Clark, \Villiam Henry, Narrows 
Cress, Kirby J .cc, Pembroke 
Cooper, Samuel M ., Pearisburg 
Carr, Joseph Robert, Poplar Hill 

Caul~•y. Emory Clarence, Rich Creek 
Conley, Dernard Drayton, Phlegar 
Cumbe,·. Gilbert, :Maybrook 
Coburn, Ernest Dewey, Narrows 
Carr, Ht·rbert Addison, Penvir 
Cumbee, Ba!.le Frank, Hoge Store 
Coburn, Lona Blackford, Narrows 
Charleton, Hugh Shields, Bluff City 
Cruise, Albert Leslie, Pembroke 
Criner, Crockett Ed., Newport 
Cook, Grover Amon, Goodwins Ferry 
Cook, Erastus Lee, Goodwins Ferry 
Correll, James Warren, Bam~ 
Clark, Da11iel \Virt, Narrows 
Cook, Gilbert Peery, Goodwins Ferry 
Clyburn, Henly Thomas, Bluff City 
Cunningham, \Villiam Lewb, Bluff City 
Carr, Earl Bryan, Pearisburg 
Caldwell, Jame; Newton, Bane 
Cronk, Earl, T. \\'., Pembroke 
Criner, Dallas, Newport 
Criner, Eustas, N cwport 
Criner, James, Newport 
Criner, Howard, Newport 
Criner, Early, Newport 

Dunford, Alfonso, Curve 
Duncan, Henry Thomas, Ripplemead 
**#Duncan, Leonard C., Rich Creek 
Dunford, Homer Newton, Curve 
Dunford, James William, Phlegar 
I >illowe, Oscar Samuel, Narrows 
Dillowe, George Lee, Narro,vs · 
Dunbar, Lacy Clarence, Pembroke 
Dennis, William W., Pearisburg 
Dalton, Timothy, White Gate 
Douthat, Jacob Fred, Ripplemead 
Davis, Miller Daniel, Pearisburg 
Day, Philip Sidney, Narrows 
Denton, Thomas Hubert, Ripplcmcad 
Denton, Edgar Isaac, Ripplemead 
Dewey, Kenith Audlcy, Pembroke 

Echols, Carl Lamar, Newport . · 
Eaton, Crozier Anderson, Staffordsvillc 
Eaton, Erastus Daniel Staf fordsville 
Eaton, Roscoe Carlyle, Staf fordsville 
Eaton, Emory Shuler, Trigg 
Eaton, Hugh Mitchell, Staf fordsville 
Eaton, Herbert L., Staf fordsville 
**#Elmore, Otey Hartford, Kirc 
Elmore, Dexter Nelson, Kire 
#Echols, Walter Kyle, Maybrook 
Epling, \Villiam Harvey, Rich Creek 

French, Arthur Lee, Narrows 
French, Travis Milton, Narrows 
French, George Francis, Penvir 
French, Andrew Johnston, Phlegar 
F1·ench, Dolphin, Narrows 
French, Kent Gordon, Narrows 
*French, \\'irt \V., Narrows 
Farrier, Andrew Lewis, Newport 
Fletcher, George Everette, Bluff City 
Fletcher, James Wallace J., Bluff Cty 
Fi1.er, Arthur Mitchell, Penvir 
Farmer, David E., Lawton 
Ferrell, W. Mitchell, Phlegar 
Ferrell, Elmer LaFayette, Chapel 
Ferrell, Frank Shuler, Penvir 
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\Villiams, Landon K., Eggleston 
\Villiams, Sam, .Mountain J ,ake 
#\Villiams, Alfred Howe, Pembroke 
**\Villiams, Tom, Hoge Store 
\Villiams, Kyle Clayton, _Pembroke 
**#\Villiams, Ernest M., Pembroke 
\Villiams, \Valker Allen, Pcarishurg 
Williams, Harry, Pembroke 
\Villiams, Raymond Draper, Pembroke 
\Villiams, 1\fartin Jr., Pearisburg 
\Villiams, John W. Jr., Richmond 
\Vhcelwright, \Villiam H ., Pearisburg 

Young, Grover S., Bluff City 

Armstead, Lum Jackson, Pearisburg 

Agee, Joseph, Glenn Lyn 
Albert, Archie, Poplar Hill 
Albert, Archie, Poplar Hill 

Brown, Clifton,, Eggleston 
Braxton, \Villiam, Glen Lynn 

Coleman, Don, Pearisburg 
Coleman, Lon, Pearisburg 
Carter, Paul Fleming, \Vhitc Gate 

Dabney, J.oe, Pearisburg 
Dean, \V1lliam Bernard, Pearisburg 
Dabney, Cobb, Pearisburg 
Dickinson, Clarence Edwin, Pearisburg 

Edwards, John, Pembroke 

Freeman. Cul', ::\I ountai11 l .akc 

Giles County was already a hundred years old w_hcn this 
business establishment was opened on Monroe Street in Nar
rows. The second location of Giles County's oldest store, it 
marked the rising star of a young merchant named W. 0. 
Coburn, as well as a portent for the f uturc of the Town of 
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Gl'Orgc, Roscoe \Vinston, Bluff City 

I farris, John T., Lawton 
II icks, flarvey, Poplar Hill 

Jefferson, Charles, Pearisburg 

Lyhrook, \Villiam, Pearisburg 

1\lontgomery, George Luther, Poplar Hill 
!\loss, Harry Edward, Newport 
l\ladison, John Mac, Pearisburg 

J>agc, James \Vintfred, Newport 
Peery, Charles Roscoe, Pearisburg 
Peery, \Villiam Lewis, Pearisburg 
Parks, John Alf, Hoge Store 

Serrell, John, Pearisburg 
Slash, Bill, Hoge Store 
Smith, Tom, Pearisburg 
Smith, Spurgen Andrew, Pearisburg 
Smith, l\kKinley, Pearisburg 

Thompson, Benj., Ripplemead 
Thompson, Robert, Pearisburg 

\Vhalrs, Horton, Klotz 

* \\founded 
** Died as Result of \Vounds 
# Died in Camp 
# # Killed in Action 
*# Died at Sea 
**# Died in France 

Narrows as a trading center. Located less than a hundred 
yards from the large bric;k buildin~ which houses the modern
day Coburn's, this wood frame bmlding has long since disap
,eared. 
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Some things do not change - \Vhen Ad:m1 Harmon came 
to Gunpowder Springs (now Eggleston) ·.:arty in the Ei~h
tccnth Century, there was a vast wildernc~s of great towering 
forests, but the Palisades of New River were almost as they 
arc today. This inspiring and beautiful sight is unmarked as 

Although Officially 150 Years 
Old This Y eat·, Giles County's 
llistory Goes Back Nearly 300 Years 

The first white man believed to have entered New 
River Valley was Col. Abraham \Vood in 1654. \Vood lived 
at Fort Pttt·rr,lmrg, near where the City of Petersburg no·.\· 
stands. 

Col. \~'ood obtained authority from the Colonial Gov
ernment to open trade with the \Vcstern Indians, and' it is 
stated he and his party came over th'! Alleghany Moun•ains 
at a place now and for a long time known as "\Vood's Gap•' 
in Floyd County. 

Woocl and his party passed down a small stream to 
reach what is today know as New River. \Vhcn Col. \Voo:1 
saw a river flowing in a different direction from thos~ over 
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a tourist attraction, and has become commonplace to the pre
sent residents of the area, but one cannot help but think that , 
Harmon, on first viewing this work of God, might have un
covered his head and bowed to pray. 

the route which he had traveled, he gave it his own namL', 
''\Voocl's River," and so it appears on the ot<I maps of 
Virginia. 

Early Beginnings 
The advent of the first white men in the area now 

comprising Giles County dates hack to the year 1671 when 
the expedition of natt and Fallam penetrated as far as what 
is now Rich Creek, at which point they turnecl back to the 
East, belicvng they had come near the proximity of the 
\V cstern \Vaters ( the Pacific Ocean.) 

An entry in the Journal of Batt and Fallam, 111:1de as 
they entered the New River valley near Radford, carried 
this comment: 

"A vcrv small dt•scc11/ ou the other side and as soo11 
as over we foimd vallirs tc11di11g 1Vtstcrly. It was (a) f'/t.•as
iug tho dreadful sight to ue all the 11101111tai11s aud l,i/ls as if 
piled 011c upon a11otl,cr." 
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Augusta County 
Augusta County was formed from Orange Count:;, 

and the area \Vest of the Blue Ridge was known as IVcst 
Augusta. 

A vast uncxplore<I region, \Vest Augusta cxtem!e I 
from the top of the Alleghanics \Vestward to the 1\-lississippi 
River. The Canawhay Indians occupied the valley and plateau 
of Floyd and Carrol Counties, and the river K a11aw/,a ( pro
nounced Co11-11oy-ya) took its name from this tribe. 

On Jefferson's map ( 1787) all of New River is sho\\n 
as the Kanawha. Judge McComas states that Ka11awha was 
an Indian name (Shawnee) meaning New l,J!atcrs. 

Hermann's Map ( 1670) which was used by Col. 
Abraham Wood showed no Westerly flowing water, but Col
lect's Map (1774) had it as New River. 

Byrd's Trace 
In 1764 Captain Byrd was employed to run a line be

tween North Carolina and Virginia, also to cut a road from 
the James River near Lynchburg to a point near the town 
of Abingdon. 

Byrd probably used the map of Jefferson which Ind 
been engraved in France in 1755. This map showed the Jack
son's River, Bull Pasture, Cow Pasture and Catawba Creeks, 
but no westward flowing stream. Thus New River must 
have been unkhown to Geographers as late as 1755. ( Editor's 
Note: Geologists now tell us that New River may be one of 
the world's oldest, if not actually the oldest river in the 
world.) 

Captain Byrd reached the present site of Christians
burg; and sent a party on ahead to explore the route. The 
party traveled southwest to reach an unknown river, and on 
their return reported that they had found a new river. On 
Byrd's return to Richmond the find was reported as a new 
river. 

On the South Western part of his map, Byrd traced 
a river flowing in a westerly direction. This was known as 
Byrd's Trace. 

First Settlers 
A rude stone on a grave near the mouth of East River 

at what is now the village of Glen Lyn tells all that is known 
of the first white settlers in Giles County. Inscribed on this 
stone at the time Hardesty's History was written ( 1884) was: 

""Af ary Porter killed by the /11dia11s November 28, 1742." 

In the inscription there followed something about Mr. 
Porter, but after a century and a half the crumbling away of 
the stone had rendered it illegible. 

JoHN TONEY, the first actual settler, came in 1780 and 
settled here (at the mouth of the East River) and found 
graves and remains of a decayed log cabin. 

This was only ten years after the first settlement in 
the Shenandoah Valley. 

ADAM HARMON, member of a family of Indian fight
ers and a soldier in the Revolutionary \Var, settled at Gun 
Powder Springs ( now known as Eggleston Springs) in the 
year 1749. 

CILES COUNTI, VIHGINIA 
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E GGL ES.TON'S SPRINGS 

There is a legend that 1\fary Ingles climbed the Palisades 
to hide from marauding Indians, and it could well be true; 
despite the intrusion of electric power substations, railroad 
lines and present-day homes, this spot still holds an atmos
phere of awe and mystery for those who pause a moment to 
marvel. 

PHILIP LYDROOK came from Pennsylvania in 1750 to 
settle near what is now Pembroke. 

MuRDOCK McKENSI~Y first settled on Walker's Creek 
in 1771 and then moved to the mouth of Wolf Creek, near 
the Town of Narrows, in 1778. The latter place \\ as the 
scene of an Indian massacre only a f cw weeks after the 
1\kKenseys had arrived. According to available information 
the story of the :Mc Kensey Massacre is as follows: 

In the spring of 1778 Moredock 0. McKensey settled 
at the mouth of \Volf Creek near the present · site of the 
stock pens at Narrows. A few weeks later, while the father 
and eldest son were away from home, Indians attacked the 
family and killed the mother and three children. 

Two young daughters, Margaret and Elizabeth, were 
captured and remained captives for eighteen years during 
which time Margaret was transferred by the Shawnees to 
the Delaware tribe and was adopted by the Indian chief, 
Koothumpum. 

According to legend, several years before Margaret 
returned home a young Indian chief fell desperately in love 
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with her but she refused to marry him. When he continued to 
annoy her with his ardent love rr.aking, she fled to a distant 
village and sought the protection of her Indian foster sister 
and brother. The young chief followed and attempted to kill 
~largaret, but was thwarted in his purpose by the young 
Indian woman who gave him a sound whippiug and sent him 
on his way. 

Finally, Margaret and Elizabeth were able to return 
home, where they married young men from the neighboring 
rnunfes oi l\forcer and :Monroe. A number of their descend· 
ants are now living in the area. 

JonN CnAl'MAN settled on the bank of the New River 
near '"'alkers Creek. His house, burned by the Indians and 
rebuilt in 1772, stood on \Valkers Creek within the past fifty 
years, when: the date carved in the chimney was a famous 
landmark. 

]Aeon S!llIDOW came to Sinking Creek at about the 
same time the Chapmans and Lybrooks settled, and suffered 
many deaths in his family, also others captured, during the 
Indian atack of August 7, 1774. 

A gr<.·at old Indian fighter and a soldier of the Revo• 
lution in one of its first battles (Point Pleasant) was 
\VtLLIAM \Viu:v, who came from Ireland and settled near 
The Narrows of New River in 1770. It is stated in Hardrsty's 
/-listor:y that \Viley manufactured razor strops from the skin 
of Indians, and descendants of the family are said to have 
one of these articles in their posession at this day. 

Jos1~r11 HARt~ and EDWARD HALE came into the New 
River settlements in 1770. Roth had been soldiers in the 
Revolution: Hare settled at the mouth of Wolf Creek near 
the McKcnsey home, and Hale settled farther up the Creek 
near the site of the present Giles Recreation Park. 

Hale, a great Indian fighter and reputed to be deadly 
with a rifle, is the ancestor of the Hales in Giles and Mercer 
Counties. r_;rants to the land on which most of South Narrows 
is built wert made to Edward Hale and his son Charles. 
These land grants, now in the posesssion of the Herbert Hale 
family bear the signatures of Richard Henry Lee, Edmund 
Randolph and Thomas Randolph, Governors of the Common
wealth of Virginia. The oldest document was dated 1793. 

Thomas Jefferson Was President 
of The United States in 1806 
When Giles County Was Formed 

In J 738 the Colonial Legislature provided for a new countv 
west of the Blue Ridge to be kuown as Augusta. It wa!l form 
cd from Orange; then came Botetourt, Fincastle, Montgom
ery, Greenbrier, Wythe, Monroe, Tazewell, and finally Giles. 

The _pioneers of this county were mostly distinguished for 
their heroism, which struck terror and dismay to the Indians, 
and was such that when, during the darkest days of the Revo
lutionary War when troops from two States had mutinied and 
it seemed that all was lost General George Washington was 
heard to exclaim: 

,, Lemie me b11t a bam,er to place fl.pan. the 111ormtai11s of 
1¥ est Attgttsta, aud I will rally around me the mm that -zu:ll 
lift ottr bleeding country from the dust 011d set them free.", . 
Pioneer Days. 
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'll;e Early Days 
The early settlers - Who were they F Principally they 

were the Scotch, the Irish, Germans and Englishmcu. Some of 
them were descendants of immigrants; some were themselves 
but newly arrived in the new country; aJI were sturdy reso• 
Jute and God-fearing. They hrought with then a horse C:r two 
a cow, a long l'ifle with powder and ball, a dog. Their princi~ 
pal tool was the axe, whetttd with consuming patience to an 
edge of keenness. Their household furniture was such as could 
be carried over the mountains on horses. Thei~ Book was the 
Bible, even though they known as "Dissenters". 

They hewed out their log homes with the axe. They felled 
the forest and built stockade-like forts for protection fr0m the 
Indians and to keep children "and animals" froin straying off 
into the woods. 

The deeds of heroism which they performed are legendary. 
They stood on a frontier, alone, segregated, cut off surround
ed by terrors and perils, not the least of which was the fear of 
sickness with no possibility of medical aid. 

They risked their lives - sometimes hourly. 

The raids vf the Indians brought death to young and old. 

There was constant danger from wild animals, especially 
the panther and the bear: a panther "nine feet in length" was 
reported, and there were wolves. 

How brave and courageous were their women, and how re
source{ ul they had to be I 

The pioneers to Giles County found majestic mountains, 
awesome bu t beautiful, and rushing streams. They found 
great towering forests of trees and inspiring, cathedral-like 
pallisades of rock. They found the deer, the elk, buffalo, bear, 
panther, wild cats, turkeys, pigeons, black and grey squirrels. 

They found vipers, too: the rattlesnake and the copperhead. 

But above all else, they found freedom. 

The Year of 1806 

Let's take a look back to 1806, the year in which Giles 
County was formed. The struggling new nation consisted of a 
loosely-bound confederation of seventeen States and six mil• 
lion people. In his second election, Thomas Jefferson of Vir
ginia had won an astounding victory. So, 1t is 1806, :incl the 
Gentleman from Monticello - the Father of Democracy -
is in his second term as President of the United States. · 

Jeflerson had sent his secretary, l\fcriwether Lewis, and 
\\7illiam Clark on an expedition to trace the Missouri River 
to its source. They were to cross the mountains and follow the 
best water communication which offered itself from thence to 
the Pacif!c. 

Lewis and Clark started from St. Louis and returned to. 
the same place in September, 1806. This exploration gave some 
!dea of the great extent and wealth of the Territory of Louis• 
1ana. 

James Monroe came back from England in 1806 with a 
treaty which Great Britain demanded, omitting the two funda· 
mental points of ( 1) impressment of our seamen and (2) in• 
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Tim G11.i-:s Cot.'NT\' CouR·r11ou~1-: al Pear
isburg. Fame<: throughout Southwcst<.'rn Vir
ginia for its graceful beauty, the main portion 

clenmity for thc. lossei which Americans had incurr~d in the 
seizure of goods and vessels. •· · 

. -President JeHcrson declined to approve th«..• treaty, :mcl this 
Jed to the War of 1812. 

Two other events happened at about this time: Aaron Burr 
was tried for alleged treason. against the United States, nncl 
the U. S. Frigate "Chesapeake" was attacked by the Jfritish · 
sloop of war "Leopard". _ 

This attack occurred in Virginia waters, and the outrage 
created a great stir throughout the country, 

Mathew Fontaine Maury, "The Pnthfincle1· of the Seas," 
was born in 1806. Also in that year \Viltiam 1-1. Cabell was 
Governor of the Commonwtalth of Virginia: Cab~11 County, 
West Virgnia, was immccl in his honor. · 

Formation of Giles County 
. ' '. f. • .• 

In complinnce with an act of the General Asse~1~I)• of Vi~: , 
ginin, passed on the 6th d,1y of Jnnuary, 1806 nml entitl~d "An: 
Act Forming a New County out of Certain Parts of Montgom-

-
-i 

i 
i 

oi this building stood through the Civil War 
and still bears evidence of the Great Conflict. 

. . 

rcy, 1\Jonroe :111cl Tazewell Counties", and cov<'ring that por
portion . . . beginning at Gauley Mountain on New River, 
\Vest, and r.aulcy Mountain, North, to Gap l\fountain, E:1st, 
and Cloyd's :Mountain, South . . (shall) . . after the first 
clay of May next ( 1806) form one distinct and new county to 
he known as Giles County." 

The First County Court 
_ Provisions (or the first County court were that the Justices 

of the new County should meet on the first court day _alter the 
first of May nt the home of George Penris in said county, and 
after _tnkh1g presrribccl oaths and taking bonds of a sheriff 
and appointing a clerk, to proceed to erect at some central 
point the necessary public buildings. 

.In thc·eal'ly spring. Willi:un H. Cabell, Governor of .Vir
ghiin. · iss\1ed Justice's commissions to the following: George 
Penris, Thomas Shannon, Christian Sniclow, David French, 
David Johnson, Edward McDonald, Isaac Chapman, Johi1 
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Kirk, John Peck, Christopher Champ, John Burk and James 
Banc. 

Thtsc gentlemen convened and the first court was held on 
the 13th day of May, 1806, in a house adjacent to the dwelling 
house of Captain Pearis on New River, not far from which 
point the Pearisburg railroad station is now situated. 

David Johnson was appointed Sheriff of the County, and 
his bond was set at $7,000.00. 

David French was appointed to the office of Clerk. 

Philip Lybrook was appointed County Surveyor following 
nppro\'al by the president of Wi11iam and Mary College. 

Seco11d Term 
At the second term of the court which convened on June 

10th, 1806, the first Grand Jury was impaneled lor the county 
and was composed of the following named gentlemen: William 
Smith, Foreman; l\fatthew French, John Peters, Charles Wal
ker, Joseph Hare, Thomas Clyburn, Adam Johnston, \Villiam 
\Vilburn, William Brown, John Chapman, William Tracy, 
David Summers, William Law, John Sartin, Edward Hale and 
Robert Clendenin. 

The (irst to produce a license to practice law in the courts 
of Giles County was Henry Chapman; the second was John 
I.ewis. 

According to Johnston's History (page 157): "Two indict
ments were found by the jury at this term, to wit: one 
against Peter Dingess for retailing spiritual (sic) liquors, 
and one against Willam Stowers for entering the whiskey 
house of John Toney without leave and making use of his h
quors. 

''George Pcaris and John Toney were each gra•1ted a license 
to keep an Ordinary (saloon) at their respective houses, they 
both having given the require bonds." 

Giles County, apparently, was not entirely without its places 
o( diversion even in that day. 

County Has '1'aken-a11d Given 
Gil.ES COUNTY was designated in 1806 from the tl'r

ritory o( the counties of Montgomery, Tazewell and Monrm.•, 
and was named after \Villiam 8. Giles, a member of Congress 
and later a Governor of Virginia, It first comprised a ter
ritory of about 100 miles in length and 30 miles in width, 
but its boundary lines ha\'e been changed four times since 
its formation, reducing its area to 369 square miles. 

The line between Giles and Monroe was changed in 1830, 
adding to the extent of Giles County, and the territory was 
again enlarged in 1841 by the addition of a small portion of 
the county of Mercer. In 1851, upon the formation of Craig, 
Giles lost a portion of its territory, and again 'in 1858 gave 
up another portion to Craig. 

It was also asked to give up a large area in 1861 when 
lllattd was organized. 
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DURING THE F.ARL Y DAYS of the organized settle
ments, the people frequently suffered from Indian attacks. 
One of these is described in the Kercheval "History of the 
Valley of Virginia" as follows: 

"In the year 1774 the Indians commenced their outrages 
in the vicinity of Sinking Creek, on New River ......• In 
July of this year, John Lybrook (now living, ]836) with 
several other children, while at play near the stream,. were 
discovered by four Indains. One ahead of his party pursued 
young Lybrook, who escaped by jumping a gully twelve feet 
wide. The rest of the children sprang into a canoe and were 
followed by the Indians, who killed and scalped five of them. 

"A sister of Lybrook, a girl of 13, jumped out of the canoe 
and ran, pursued by one of the I mlians. Her life was saved 
by a remarkably fierce dog, who attracted by her screams, 
jumped upon •he savage and threw him down, hung nnd 
jerked violently upon him while the girl got out of danger.· 
The J ndian struck at him with his war club, and finalJy 
knocked him down; the dog ran to the canoe a11d guarded 
the dead children until the people took them away for burial. 
The animal refused to follow them - immediately ran off, 
and soon raised a most pitious howl." • 

THE FIRST COUNTY COURT was held in Giles on 
May 13, 1806 at the home of Captain George Pearis,· ·situ
ated about one mile from the present courthouse. Upon com-
missions issued by the Governor of the Commonwealth, 12 
men constituted the first court of the County. 

The County Seat 
The first court of Giles County met in the home of George 

Pearis, whose house stood on a bluH overlooking New River 
and now just abo\'e \\'enonah station of the Norfolk ai1d \Ves
tern Railway. 

George Pearis's Janel extended up and clown N cw River 
approximately two and a hall mile~ cast of Pearisburg, which 
town was named in his honor. 

Mr. Pcaris gave 53 acres of land plus the timber and stone 
sufficient to build the necessary building for the establishment 
of the Giles County scat. 

The first office of the County Clerk was built of roughhew
ed oak Jogs which had been cut nearby. Some of these origin
al Jogs arc still in existence today and may be seen for1~1ing a 
bridge over a drainage ditch on the Boxwood Farm of D. W. 
and George Mason in Pearisburg. . 

William Branch Giles 
In the modern clay, Giles County is not~d for being differ

ent. That is to say the citizens of the County do not always 
agree on political nncl public matters with their fellow Vir
ginians - •- and oftentimes they do not even agree among 
themselves. In Giles, for instance, a Republican frequently has 
a chance of being elected to public office. Anet in Giles, \'oices 
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are frequently raised in opposition to the popular trend of 
sentiment in the State Capital. 

Sometimes this "di ff erencc" is laid to just -plain downright 
"Mountain Cussedness." Sometimes it is an important fac-
tor in changing the course of events. _ _ 

Why shoulct this "difference" exist? Js there a reason 'for 
it, perhaps an historical precedence; a blood heritage, or a 
timehonored tradition? 

CILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

-And then, on March 4, 1827, he succeeded John Tyler as 
Governor of the State of Virginia. 

Giles was 65 when he became Governor; in that day, this 
was considered a ripe old age. The most important event in 
his administration was the meeting of the State Convention, 
ivhkh quickly developed complications that threatened inter
nal war. 

The Constitution adopted in 1776 had existed to this time 
Let's take a look at \ViJJiam Branch Giles, the gcr,tlcman ;without chanl'e. The changes proposed by the Convention 

for whom our County was named. · · · · · ·. · 1 were accomphshed by the union of the Valley Counties with 
So far as is known, William B. Giles never set f,;,,"'t'ln the' the East, and the results were not satisfactory to the West, 

vv which went so far as to threaten secession. 
JOO-square mile territory which was to hear his name. He was 
an aristocrat, born to rule, and his business and calling helc1 
hi!11. in the more urban and civilized portions of the O.ld _PP·1·. The Constitutional Convention 
m!mon. He was not an explorer, not an adve,nturer, _ at!d ~e~.- '. ;. 1, . • 

tamly as far as the true sense of the word rs concerned,· he The net result of the Convention under Governor Giles 
was not a Democrat. But he was unquestionably a f i~'l1re;· and · ~~•hs 'to do a,vay with county representation altogether• to re
in this day and age he might be labelled a "Great D1ssetttet," duce the council from eight members to three and to' extend 
for he appears to have been on the opposite side of most pop~-· suffrage to leaseholders and householders. But the govern
Jar measures. ment of tho'coUnties was permitted to remain in the hands of 

the Justices as of old, under controlling power of the Legis
lature. Surely he had a kinship, if not a blood relationship, with a 

fairly representative port1011 of what has come to be known in 
the State as "The Fighting Ninth I'' 

Native of Amelia co·unty 
William B. Giles was born in Amelia County on August 12, 

1762, so that by the time of the Declaration of Independea1cc · 
and the eve of the American Revolution he was not quite four
teen years old. He could not have helped but be influenced by 
the stirring addresses of such older f eJJow Virginiai1s as Pa
trick Henry and the great leadership of General Washington, 
and the sharply clear thinking of 'J;'homas Jefferson. 

Giles chose the law as his profession, and after the prescrib
ed course in Hampden and Princeton Colleges he was en
rolled in William and l\fary to study law under the great 
George Wythe. , · · - · 

, •·' {•!!,,. ~:,L~ 

In 1791, at the age of 29, he was elected to serve in the 
House of Representatives, where he was sul!cessively re-
turned with the exception of one term ( 1798-1800) when he 
took n "breather'' by serving in the House of Delegates. In 
Congress, Giles gained fame by opposing John Jay's treaty 
and war with France in 1794. 

In 1804, Giles' political star bounded upward when he 
succeeded Wilson Cary Nicholas in the United States Senate, 
and apparently keeping in the good graces of his constituents 
he served until March 3, 1815. 

However, in 1811 Giles incurred popular wrnth by his 
failure to vote for the United States Bank, as well as for his 
opposition to the Madison Administration. Therefore, at the 
end of his term in 1815 he retired to private life, and re
mained there until 1825, when he was defeated by no less a 
personage than John Randolph for the State Senate. 

The following year, however, William B. Giles bounced 
back and was elected to the Legislature; 

\\Then submitted to the prople, the change was ratif icd by 
a vote of 26,055 for and 15,566 against. . 

. ' 

It is significant that 130 years ago, more than 40 thousand 
people in Virginia were franchised to vote - and did vote -
in a Constitutional election .... (·The women did not vote, but 
cloubtless·they had a voice then~ as nm~ I) . · 

\Villiam Branch Giles. cJied on _Decen\ber 4, 1830, at his 
rcsi_dence "The \~ligwam" in Amelia Com1ty, and perhaps it 
is also significant that his most enduring memorial was the 
County which - although it was among those which threat
ened to "secee~" from the Dominion - today bears his name. 

A Portral,t of Governor Giles 
Tn the collection of the Historical Society of Virginia 

there is a full-length portrait of WilJiam Brandt Giles as 
Governor. He is represented as seated before a table with 
writing materials, and with a cr(1tch - rendered necessary 
from rheu.nu:1tic affliction - resting against his chair, .. 

The countenance of Governor Giles bears an expressiori of' 
shrewdness. His dress is'that of the clay: the strik111g ruffled: 
shirt, blue coat with brass buttons -- the entire ·ensemble im
presses one as that of a quondam fox-hunting English Squire, 
who enjoyed the good things of this world with keen zest. 

In his obituary notice which appeared in the Richmond 
Enquirer he is recorded as having been ( 1) DistinJuished ns 
an honest politician and able statesman; (2) Lovmg liberty 
and ha tin~ despotism -devoted to his country; ( 3) Loving 
the Constitution and jealous of its violation; ( 4) A man of 
spotless integrity, with an unreserved candor in his communi
cation which disdained anything like concealment, and ( 5) A 
charm of conversation and courtesy of manner which passes 
all description. 

The writings of William Branch Giles were collected in 
1827 and published under the general title of - Miscelanies. 
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Exact date of the upper• photo, and the employees names, 
arc not known. The lower picture was taken around 1900. 
Those in the front row are, left to right: 0. Kelly, Honaker, 

Pearisburg Created i,i 1808 
In the year of 1808, Pearisburg was created by Act of Le

gislature as a Town, ancl t wrnty-scven years latc1·, in 1835, it 
was incorporated. 

In Howe's llistory of Virginia, the author :.talcs that the 
Town of Pcnrisburg in 1846 contained about thirty builclings, 
mostly of stone ancl timber. One of the old houses, owned by 
the late Dr. J. A. Booth, is still standing in au excellent state of 

John \Voocls, Unknown, C. Vaught, Jim Brown, R. A. Lucas, 
D. Runions and Farley. Hack ro,v: Small boy unknown, 
Bill Gautier, P. \Voocls, Joe Ratcliffe, Edel Fleeman, Brown 
l(clly and John Whittaker. 

preservation. 

Several buildings still in use in Pearisburg, including the 
beautiful and stately Giles County Court House, are one ]um• 
drC'd or morC' years old. But most of the early structur<'s have 
given way to the c11croacl1111C'nls of time amt the demand for 
mon• modern structun.•s. 

The offer of Justice Pearis of land for the lorntion for the 
County Court I·iousc nnd town was accepted, and on this land 
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the Town of Pearisburg was originally built cov('ring approxi
mately 51 acres. 

Pcaris also furnished the stone and timber for the first log 
courthouse, which was built on what is now 1\fain and Church 
Streets. This property is owned by the Pearisburg Methodist 
church ( 1948) and dedicated as the "Pnrsonage." 

The old log courthouse wns used until a stone building wns 
tonstruclecl on the site now known as "Courthouse Square," 
and this building was in use until the year 1836, when the pre
sent Court House was built. 

Additions ancl remodeling have altered the appearance of 
Giles County's Courthouse, hut the basic design is unchanged, 
and there arc many residents alive today who recall the activ~ 
ity centered about it during the Centennial Celebration in 
1906. 

Even in that early day there were a few automobiles in the 
County, and on ''Court Days" their appearance created a great 
commotion, both mnongst the people and the patient beasts of 
burden which drew their caniages and wagons. 

Early Roads 

The earliest roads followed the Indian trails to some extent, 
and little was known about them until a century or more ago 
when n better class of roads called "Turnpikes" was opened up. 

The longest road traversing Giles County was known as the 
Cumberland Gap Turnpike. This road was chartered in 1834 
nncl was built between 1838 nnd 1843. 

This Turnpike came by way of the present towns of Blue
field, Glen Lyn (which was then known ns Parkinson Shu
mate's Ferry), Lm·ich, Narrows, Pearisburg, Ripplemead, 
Pembroke and Newport, then followed Sinking Creek on its 
way to N cw Castle. 

In a general way, this mad followed the present mute of 
Highways 460, 100 and 42. 

The Giles-Fayette-Kanawha Turnpike mn from Kanawha 
Salt works in Kanawha County (now \Vest Virginia) by the 
Falls of Kanawha, ancl t·enchcd Giles County at Rich Creek 
and on to Giles Court House. The Company was incorporated 
in March, 1837 to builcl a 15-foot grnclccl t'oacl on a 30-foot 
right of way, 

Other turnpikes in Giles County were the Pulaski-Giles 
Turnpike which ran from the Narrows to the Putaski line ancl 
on to Newbern. The Mountain Lake-Snit Sulphur Springs 
Turnpike ran from about Goodwin's Ferry to Kire at the 
West Virginia line and across. Peters !\fountain; this route fol-· 
lowed more or less what is the present Stony Creek road. 

The first hard~surfaccd road built in Giles County was be
tween Pearisburg and I-loge's Chapel in 1922. The remainder 
of Highway 460 in Giles County was built in the period be
t ween 1926 and 1932. 

The relocation of 460 north of New River was built in 1939 
clue to construction of the Ceko Plant of Celanese Corporation 
of America; incredible though it may seem to modem motor
ists (particularly truck drivers I) where the modern concrete 
bridge crosses New River at Bluff City, a ferry was in opern
tion less than twenty years ago. 

Highway 100 between Penrisbttl'g ancl the Pulaski line was 
hard surfaced between the years 1933. nncl 1937. Highway 61 
was not taken into the State primary system until about 1941-
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42 and was completed as a hard-surfaced road as far as Rocky 
Gap in 1951. 

This rond, up \Volf Creek, follows in part the old grade of 
the New River, Holston and \Vestern Railwny, and according 
to announced plans of the State Highway Department, another 
large portion of the old railroacl grade will soon be improved 
for the highway. 

Stage Coaches 

The first means of transportation, c1s we have previou.:.lv 
shown, in Giles County was the buffalo-hide boat. Enrl\' ex
plorers constructed these boats by making ribs of sai:saf ras and 
steamed oak and using the hides of buffalo which they founcl 
romning the region. 

Next came the horse, which brought the meager belongings 
of the early settll'rs through the mountain passes. 

\-Vith the lat<'r de\'clopment of roacls, the first organized 
transport{ltion system consisted of the stage coach, a pictures
que vehicle which provided n back-breaking ride for those ca
ger and affluent enough to want it. 

Qne of the earliest stage coach lines ran from Fort Springs 
(near Union) through Salt Sulphur Springs, in Monroe Coun
ty, over Peter's Mountain ancl \Vhite Oak Mountain to Moun
tain Lake and Eggleston Springs in Giles County. 

Eggleston, first called "Gunpowder Springs" was then 
known as "Stay-tide.' 

'fhis line connected with one coming in from Dublin over 
the mountains. The stage coaches were well patronized, due to 
the popularity of the Springs in Monroe County, \Vest Vir
ginia, and many notahlcs of the early clays passed thmugh 
Giles County. (George \Va~hington, however, as far as we 
know never slept here I) 

Railroads 

The first railroad to h<' built in Southwest Virginia was the 
Virginia and Tennessee. Charlet·ecl in 1884, this roacl was built 
through Pulaski County in 1854 ancl 55, nnd in 1856 wns rom
pleted to Tiristol. 

On March 7, 1872, The New River Rnilroacl, Mining and 
:Manufacturing Company was chartered by the General As
sembly of Virginia to operate a rnilroacl from New River De
pot in Pulaski County to the \Vest Vit·ginia line. 

\Vork was begun on a narrow gauge t·ailroad down New 
River in 1875. However, not much progress was made until 
1881 when the Norfolk and Western Railway Company ac
quired the New River company's rights and proceeded with 
construction of a standard gauge road. 

This railroad was completed into Pocahontas on May 21, 
1884. 

It was not until the Twentieth Century that The Vit·ginian 
- the last Class I railroad to be built in the United States -
began construction of its line. 

\Ve will cleat further with the t·ailroacls and the important 
pat t they have played in the growth and development of Giles 
County. Hut for the moment, let us turn to an article written 
in 1931 by nn outst:mcling nuthol'ity on Giles County-the late 
William B. Snidow. 
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~Vithin the past twenty-five years, the New River, Holston and \Vcstcrn 
1~mlway was a flourishing institution, furnishing freight and transportaton ser
vice to the \Volf Creek Valley into BJ:111<1 County at Rocky Gap. This rare photo
graph of pld Number 3, n _l\fogul type )Ol·omotivc, made in 1914 shows the crew 
(left to ri~ht) Bud Hale, ~lyck• Cohurn, I.on Mcfiinlcy, Tom \Vall, Ess Robert
son. and Hill Hale. The tnp was an all-day affair, and passengers either packed 
their lunch or bought food from the farmhouses along the way. 

William Balle Snidow 
\Villin1,1 Banc Sniclow, Giles County native ancl one of the 

County's most outstanding attomeys, has be{'n dead for sever
al years, hut the memory of the man ancl his accomplishments 
lives on. Perhaps in no singfo individual who ever lived was 
vested S!) }llt1cl1 knowledge. of the County's history; those who 
were pr1v1lcgecl to know lum rcl'all that he was never at loss 
for an interesting anecdote or pertinent information about the 
County's past. 

A f>laque to Mr. Snidow's memory was recently installed 
amt < eclkatecl with fitting cc1·emonies in the Court Room of 
the Giles County Court House at Pe:trislmrg. This plaque 
reads: 

William Banc Sniclow 
1877 - 1950 

Scholar of the Law 
Statesman - Friend of l\fan 

E1·ectcd By Giles County 

Explorers' Visit in 1671 
Gave Rise to Dispute With Fre,ich 

/1y J,VILLIAM BANE SNIDOH1 

\Vhnt is now Giles County was once a part of Omnge Coun
ty, and later of Augusta, Fincastle, Botetourt and Montgom
ery Counties. Small portions of the county, including what is 
now the west encl of the Glen Lyn bridge, were taken from 
Monroe and Tazewell Counties. 

The visit to this section on Sl·ptcmbcr 17, 1671, of Thonms 

Batt, Thomns \\'ood and Robert Fallam, representing Charles 
II, I<ing of England, gave l'ise to the long conflict between 
the Ft·em·h :111cl English for possession of the · Mississippi 
valley. 

This party made a pmclnmation of the banl<s of New River, 
near where the villa1~e of I .urich is now located, by which they 
sought to tnke possession of all that territory drained by the 
~lississippi and trihutnries. Upon hared saplings its members 
can•<'ll till' initials of \Villiam Berkley, governor of Virginia,· 
and Abraham \Voocl, under whose authority the expedition 
was unclcrtnken. 

A few months previous the French laid claim to the· san1e· 
tt·rritory by vir~uc of the visit to the G1·eat Lakes regipn of 
Daumont <le Samt-Lusson. 

By order of the colonial govcrnmcn!, clnt~d July 12, 1749, . 
ll·avc was granted to John Lewis and tlurty-nmc others (;iftcr
warcls known as the Loyal I.and company) to take up nncl sut·
Vl')' 800,000 acres cxtr.nding from the Greenbrier to the line 
of North Carolina. 

1hc surveying was to he done within £om· years bi1t in 
1753 the time limit was renewed. Scttlc1·s were to gain title -
on paying the sm·veyor his fee, and the company three Pounds 
Sterling for each 100 acres. Arte,· the war of 1754-59 the 
privileges of the company were suspended. 

Soldier's Entitlement 
Soldiers of the Fr"nl'l1 and Indian War, who were entitled 

to public lan<l under the King's proclamation of 1763, began to 
st•ttle on the Janel, which led to a petition by the agents and 
settlers who had lrn:ntcd under the company to hold title ac
conlingly. In 1773 permission to this cff cct was given by the. 
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colonial council, ancl hy a court decree of 1783 the title of the 
Loyal company lo surveys made hefore 1776 w:1s affirmed. 

The colonial government granted to James Patton a large 
tract on \Val~e.r's Creek in 1752, which was conveyed by hh, 
executors, \V1lham Preston and others, to James Hane in 1796. 

There !nay have been car.lier stir,·eys west of New River, 
hut none 1s known to the writer. Practically all of this land to 
this day remains in the hands of the clcscenclants of James 
Banc. ( Hence, the origin of the name for the section of Jlane.) 

Pioneers J ,i Revolution 
Mont~omcry county was organized at about the time the 

R~volutionary war broke out amt from the territory of which 
G!I~~ County was a part tlter~ were several companies of 
rmhtia engaged from the hegmnmg of the war until the sur
render at Yorktown. 

The most conspiciuous of these were those commanded by 
Capt. Thomas Shannon and Capt. Thomas Burk, who was 
succeeded by Capt. John Lucas. 

Capt. Thomas Tiurk had heen an officer in the colonial 
military establishmcnt and refused to tnke the oath of alle
giance to the new commonwealth and gave the reason for his 
refusal in a letter lo Colonel Prcston, and Captain John I ,ucas 
was commissioned in his stead. 

Christian Snidow was a first lieutenant in Capt. Lucas' 
company. These companies of militia did great service for the 
Revolutionary cause all the way from Coal river to Cowpens 
ns is seen by the cleclarntions filed by some of its members fo1~ 
pens!~n.s under the act of Congress of 1832 granting pensions 
to rmhtinmen. 

The Formation of Giles 
County in 1806 

In 1806 Giles County wns organized uncler an net of the 
general assembly and Governor Cabell issued commissions to 
twelve of its most promin<'nt citizens ns justices of the County 
Court, namely: George Pcaris, Thomas Shannon, Christian 
Sniclow, David French, David Johnston, Edward McDonald, 
Isaac Chapman, John Kirk, Jof111 Peck, Christopher Champ, 
John Burke, anct Jmncs Banc, three of whom, Christian Sni
clow, Isaac Chapm:111 and James Banc were lineal ancestors of 
the writer. 

At this time the governor commissioned David Johnston 
sheriff, and he immediately c1ualified with Christinn Sniclow 
nnd Isaac Chapman as his sureties. 

David French was elected clerk by the Court, whkh office 
was held by some member of the family for nearly fifty 
years. George Pearis wns elected presiding justice. 

This first court which organized the County was held on 
Mny 13, 1806. 

A Veritable Principality 
At that time Giles County was a veritable principality ex

tending almost to the Ohio River but it has since been reduced 
to its present area by the creation of Bland County in Vit·
ginia and several counties in what is now West Virginia, in
cluding parts of Mercer, \\'yoming, Raleigh, Logan, Mingo 
nnd perhaps others. 

The County was named for Wittiam B. Giles, then a mem
ber of Congress and subsequently governor of Virginia. Its 
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present :irca is 349 square mile-. :incl Pearisburg, built upon 
Janel conveyrcl to the county by Col. George Pearis, is the 
county scat. 

The first rnurt was ht'tcl nt the honw of Colonel Pearis and 
orders were <:ntcrcd. for huilclinfi a court house upon the lancls 
donated hy l11111 which w:is hui t upon the same lot now used 
for t,lrnt purpose .. In 18.~6 the prrsent court house was built 
:incl 1~ now practically the same except for some remodeling 
clone m the last f cw years. 

Physical Features 
of County 

Thi_s Coun~y might be truthfully called the Switzerland of 
~mer1ca for 1t has mom!tam scenery unsurpassed, dotted with 
silvery lakes and beautiful streams. No description of this 
coun~y would be complete without reference to its notable 
phys1~n.l features as displayed in its grand mountains nnd 
mag111f1cent scenery. 

Toward the ccntrnl part of the county is the lofty and 
beautiful Angels Rest Mountain, about 4,000 feet above sea 
level and 2,000 feet above the river below. Opposite to Angels 
Rest on the Northeast side of New River is Butt l\fountain 
of the same general formation and elevation. ' 

Flanking the latter on the South is the S:ilt Pond Mountain 
with its Bald Knob, towering nearly 5,000 feet above the sea. 
Answering this mountain in position is the Sugar Run l\l"oun
tain on the opposite, or Southwest side. 

Toward the Southern side: of the county nre the important 
imn hearing parallel series composed of Spruc<', John's C1·eek 
and Gap l\fountains on the Northeast siclc of Ne,v River and 
of Bt~ckcye, Guinea and \Vnlker's 1\fountains on the S~uth • 
west side of the river; Gap Mountnin and °"'alker's 1\fountain 
answer to each other in line of continuation, while the tower
ing and beautiful Peters Mountain separates it from \Vest 
Virginia. 

The most noted, and grandest scenery in Giles Count\• is 
l\fountain I .akc, Cascmles nnd Bat<I Knob. l\fountain l .al~c is 
a celebrated health and pleasure resort on the top of Salt 
Pond 'Mountain, and truly it may be called the "Silv~·r Gem of 
the Alleghanics," situated as it is almost on the summit of one 
of the highest mountains in Virginia, nt an elevation of more 
than 4,000 feet above the sen, and with n sul'f ace area of 
ahout 250 ac1·es. 

Lake J(nown to First Settlers 
Thc.•1·c is a pcrsistenl trnclitlon that this magnifkc.•nt lake 

was formed thrre cluring the last century and a h:itf, hut des
pite this tradition and the wide publication which it lms had, 
the best evidence shows beyond nny doubt that this lake wns 
in its present location when the first white man ever visited 
New River Valley. Gist's diary, which shows that he visited 
the spot in 1751, contains a good description of the lake which 
is the same as it would be described now. 

Aside from the natural scenery nnd the objects of nature, 
man has worked marvels in this great county. It hns two great 
railroad systems paralleling each other through the county -
along the great clilfs of New River. The Norfolk nncl Wes
tern Railway ancl the Virginian Railway run entirely through 
the County on either side of the New River, The Potts Val
ley Branch of the N. & \V. (since discontinued beyond Kim
ballton) traverses the nig Stony Vatlcy, and the New Rivc1·, 
Holston nnd Wustern (also discontinued) now owned nnd 
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operated, by the N. & \V. traverses the Woll Creek Valley 
leaving the main line at Narrows, which delights to think of 
itself as "The Fastest Growing Town in Virginia." 

Narrows, once n town, now almost a city, is the scene of 
much business activity, the seat of the electrification plant of 
the Virginian Railway system, a large tannery and extract 
plant, and many other industries which entitle it to rank as 
one of the best towns in Virginia. 

Along the two railroads are mammoth rock crushing plants 
for making ballast and other limestone products, and other 
industries which give steady emplo;nnent to a large number of 
people at high wages. 

At Glen Lyn is the mammoth plant of the Appalachian 
Electric Power Company, all of which gives Giles County the 
distinction of being the richest county of its size in Virfinia, 
more than two-thirds of its taxes being paid by industria cor
porations. 

nut the glory of Giles County is its bluegrass hills, and rich 
valleys where live happy and contented people. 

(Written in 1931) -WILLIAM ll. SNJDOW 

Two Schools in Pearisburg in 1806, 
Year Giles County Was Formed 
Population, "White, 170--Colored, 84." 

The "History of Counties" at the State Library in Rich
mond mentions Pearisburg as bein~ laid off in June, 1806 and 
containing (in 1832) "county buildings (which) are hand
some: about 30 dwellings, mostly stone; 4 stores, 2 taverns, 
2 common schools, 2 tnnyards, 2 saddlers, 2 hatters, 2 cabinet 
mnkcrs, 1 chairmaker and painter, 1 boot and shoe factory, 
1 whcclright, 1 tailor, and 1 brick and stone mason." There 
were also "2 attorneys, 1 physician." 

As for ti·ansportation, "stages running daily from Wythe 
Courthouse to Lewisburg. This line leaves main Western 
route at Newbern, Pulaski County, running from \Vashin~
ton City to Knoxville. There is also a mail from Franklin 
and another from Tazewell once a week." 

The population was given as ''white, 170; colored. JI." 

Among Giles County towns nnd villnges listed by the s111tll' 
source was Big Spring, "Western part of County on Ma111 
Post Road leading fro,,1 Pcnrisburl{ to Tazewell Court 1-lntt:-c, 
having several dwelli,1,:s, grist null, wool carding 111nd1inc, 
blacksmith shop; locat,:d (within) 100 yards of line whkh 
divides the counties o/ Tazewell and Giles. Population, <J 
whites; '1 blacks." 

Also listed was Chapman's Mill "255 miles S.W. of R." 
(Richmond?) for which no statistics were given. 

IN 1832 TH ERE WAS expended for the education of 
"poor" children in Giles County the sum of $281.66, nncl 
again in 1834 the sum of $290.56. There was no record of the 
cost of educating "rich" children. 

Taxes collected for 1833 nmounted to $564.21; the tax list 
fo1· Giles County for 1834 included: Lots{ $21.20; Lind, 
$266.15; 298 Slaves, $'14.50; 2,348 Horses, $ 40.88; 9 Studs, 
$4'1.00; 3 Carryalls (wagons) $3.00, and 1 Gig, 50c, for a 
total of $553.23. 
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Virginia Led in Education 
Although prior to the American Revolution, Virginia was 

foremost in education compared to her sister colonies, the 
Commonwealth's system of education was very far removed 
from that which we know today. There were no "public" 
schools. \Vhatevcr education was available was afforded by 
private schools, tu tori., "charity'' schools; the College of 
William and Mary took care of higher educational require• 
ments, and then for the sons of the wealthy there were the 
academics and colleges of England. · 

The children of the poor wcr1: almost universally "bound 
out"; that is to say, they were apprenticed to learn a trade 
of some kind, and their masters were required to teach them 
reading, writing and arithmetic - ( the famous 3 R's I) 

It was Thomas Jefferson who rnnccived the ideal of a 
~eneral free school system, and the nearest the State got to 
rt was an act of the General Assembly of 1845-46. According 
to this Act, each County had to decide ( by a two-thirds vote) 
whether it wanted to have free schools or not. 

Only nine counties accepted the provisions of the Act, and 
up until about 1860 elementary education in Virginia was 
totally unsatisfactory. 

Giles County's present complex public school system, even 
with its admitted madequades of space and equipment in the 
higher grades, has come a long way sinr.~ the two "common 
schools" mentioned as being in Pearisburg in 1832, and the 
expenditure for education of ''poor" children in that year of 
$281.66. Although it is difficult for om· newer residents to 
realize the fact, the majority of Giles County's school build
ings have been constructed within the past fifteen years. 

These modern brick elementary schools, in practically 
every Town and hamlet within the County, have replaced the 
old one-room wooden "schoolhouse" which was prevalent at 
the time the Celco plant of Celanese Corportation of America 
was built in 1939, 

One of these old buildings still stands near the First Chris
tian Church in Narrows; another is still in use as a church at 
Fletcher's, 

~r~, )*,'.f;,~·~· 
.:·: ... 

if~/1[~; 

ONE-ROOM SCHOOL HOUSE 

This monument to a by-gone era still stt,,icls in Narrows 
near the First Christian Church. 
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Giles County and Pearisburg Both 
Founded in 1806,· Their Histories 
As County and County Seat Linked 

PEARISBURG'S HISTORY is closely linked with that of 
Giles County since both sprang into existence at virtually the 
same time. We have shown that the County was created in 
1896, and that the first Court met in the same year in a house 
adjacent to the dwelling of Capt. George Pearis, near where 
Pearisburg station now stands, 

Captain Pearis, whose ancestors were Hugenots who ori
ginally settled in South Carolina, offered the new County a 
53-acre tract of land, timber and stone necessary to erect the 
cnunty buildings This offer was accepted by the Court, and 
A1idrew Johnston was designated to survey the land, and so 
the new County Scat was muncd Pearisburg in honor of the 
man whose liberal gift made possible its location in the sha-
dow of beautiful Angel's Rest 1\fountain. · 

ALTHOUGH BORN in South Carolina, Captain Pearis 
settled near Pearisburg in 1782, having three years previous
ly purchased for seventy pounds Sterling (about $340) a 
tract of 340 acres of land on New River from its owner Capt. 
William Ingles. 

The founder of Pearisburg saw some service during the 
Revolutionary War and was severely wounded in a battle with 
the Tories on the Yadkin River in North Carolina. Pcaris 
erected his home on the Janel which was later owned by W. 
H. Thomas, a pioneer Pearisburg merchant, and two or three 
years later opened up a small retail store and established a 
ferry across New River. 

David and Andrew Johnston (the su, veyors of the land) 
were the first merchants and opened the first tannery in 
Pearisburg. The first resident physician was Dr. John H .. 
Rutter, the first tailor was W. C. Charlton, and David Stra
ley and John Fillinger were the first blacksmiths. 

Scen.e of Civil War Battle 

During the Civil Wnr Pearisburg was the scene of a skir
mish in which the Confederate forces lost two killed and 
four wounded, and tl1e Union troops lost two killed and six 
wounded. 

The Federal troops under Major Cromley Imel occupied 
the town on May 6, 1862, and the next evening the 1·enmindcr 
of the regiment, in charge of Col. Rutherford n. Hayes, who 
later became president of the U. S., arrived. 

Major \Villinm :McKinley, also a future president of the 
United States, was also a member of this regiment and was 
in Pearisburg during the engagement. 

The Federal forces, who were "quite plt"asecl with the 
beautiful and romantic country, and :he polite and echtC'ntccr 
people,0 were, on May 10, completely surprised by the Con
federate forces )eel by General Heath, and were forceJ-to flee 
the country after a brief skirmish on Dill's Hitl. · 

General Heath pursued the retreating Feclcrnls into Mer
cer County, and Pearisburg- suffered no further invasion. 

As the Union army retreated, a soldier dropped behind in 
order to set fire to the P1·csbytcrinn Church, but he paid for 
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the deed with his life when a Confederate sniper picked him 
off. 

The faithful women of Pearisburf{ extinguished the fire 
and as a result the church wns only slightly damaged. 

Following the skirmish the Courthouse at Pearisburg was 
converted into a hospital to care for the sick and the wounded, 
and the women of the town hurried to the battlefield with 
sheets and bandages to care for the injured. Several soldiers 
died in the improvised hospital, and with the two who were 
killed in action now rest in the old graveyard at the foot of 
Angel's Rest Mountain. 

Oldest Newspaper 
Pearisburg has had a weekly newspaper since the summer 

of 1857 when John Sowers bought a few cases of type, an 
old press and started issuing "The Southwest," in a building 
that stood not far from the present Courthouse. 

The paper was continued until the outbreak of the Civil 
war when, because of the difficulty of procuring newsprint 
and other interferences it was suspended. { Some newspapers 
during the Great Conflict resorted to prmting on the back 
or "white" side of wallpaper, but apparently even this com
modity was not to be had in Pearisburg at that time.) 

SO\VERS r~sumecl p_ublicat,ion o( his newspaper on July 
23, 1866, renamiitg' it The Pearisburg Gazette and employing 
as ccliJqr n tnlcnte~I Englishman, H. \V. Broderick, who was 
at that time county clerk. 

The Gaz('tlc was acquired on July 31, 1869, by A. L. Fry, 
who for many years served as railroad station agent at Pear
isburg and Glen Lyn. Two years Inter, 1\·f r. Frr sold the paper 
to T. J. Pearson, a pioneer Pearisburg merchan". · 

Between 1871 nncl 1904 the paper underwent sev('ral 
changes in ownership and its name was changed to The Pear
isburg Virginian. The weekly wns purchased in 1904 by 
Thomas C. Johnston, father of the late Pearson M'. Johnston. 

Tom Johnston had leamed his trade in the Virginian Shop 
and hacl owned the paper on two previous occasions, and he 
was to continue in ownership and operation until his death 
in Tune 1930 when Pearson, who had virtually grown up in 
the' newspaper office, took it over and charing his lifetime ex
panded the newspaper's influence ns well as built a consider
able job printing business. 

Pearson Johnston, af flictcd with ill health in his later years, 
reluctantly 1·etircd after selling the newspaper to local busi
nessmen headed by Clarence Taylor and Marvin Lucas, but 
his services as adviser and "trouble-shooter" were in demand 
until. the time of his death. 
,. 

Pearisburg An Old Town 
Tl,c following article bl' Afr. Goodridge J,Vilso11 appeared 

recr11tly i11 /,is co/rmm, THE SOUTfHVEST CORNER, 
wl,ic/i · is a regular f ca lure of the editorial page i11 Tim 
RoANOKI.: Tums each Su11day. • 

B.v GOODRIDGE 1¥/LSON 

P1-:ARIS1JURG, beautifully located New River town nest
liilg in the shadow of Angel's Rest, is, in chronological order 
of establishment the eleventh county scat town of Southwest 
Virginia. This town, the town of Paris in Kentucky, and 
Parris Island in South Carolina, where Marines received boot 
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training ii! World War JI, all derive their name from th<.> 
same French family, the last two with corrupted spelling. 

The family was established on the island off the coast 
of South Carolina about 1710 when a French Huguenot ref• 
ugce named Alexander Pearis settled there. He became a 
roloncl and a very prominent man in the early history of the 
Palmetto State. Some sixty years later three of his descend• 
ants moved to the New River Valley from South Carolina. 

They were Melinda, wife of Samuel Pepper who started 
Pepper's Ferry, and her two brothers, George and Robert 
Alexander Pearis. The brothers married sisters, daughters 
of Joseph Howe, another settler of the New River Valley. 

About 1790 Robert Alexander moved with his family 
to Kentucky, where a town was named after him with the 
"c" left out of the name. George stayed in the New River 
country and had a town named after him with the "e" kept 
in the name. 

Another descendant of Colonel Alexander Pcaris of 
I •arris Island was Richard Pearis, an Indian trader on the 
Holston River in the seventeen fifties whose name appears 
frequently in Governor Dinwidclie's French and Indian War 
correspondence. I-le figures in Southwest Virginia history 
as captain of a company of Cherokee Indians on the Sandv 
River Expedition against the Shawnee Indians in 1756. · 

A Captai11, in the Militia 
G1marn~ P1~AR1s was a militia captain in the Revolution

ary \Var and commanded a company under Major Joseph 
Cloyd in the Battle of the Shallow Ford of the Yadkin River 
in North Carolina on Octo~cr 14, 1780. In that fight he re
ceived a severe wound that prevented him from pcrf orming 
further military s<.>rvice, Soon after Ca~tain Pearis returned 
from the expedition to the Yadkin his wife, the former 
Eleanor Howe, died. His second wife was Rebecca Clay, 
daughter of Mitchell Clay. 

In 1782 Captain Pearis moved to a tract of land he had 
purchased from William Ingles, on a part of which the town 
of Pearisburg is built. 

Court Was at Christiansburg 
Citizens of Montg~_mery _ County residinjf down New 

River into the present West Virginia found gomg to Christ
iansburg to transact court business burdensome and costl,Y, 
So in January 1806 the legislature created a new county m 
that region composed of parts of Montgomery, Monroe an:l 
Tazewell counties, which extended clown the river for a hun
dred miles and took in some territory on head streams of 
Coal River and Guyandotte River as well. 

The new countv was named in honor of William B. Giles 
who was one of Thomas Jefferson's chief lieutenants and who 
was governor of Virginia from 1827 to 1830. The first county 
court of Giles was held on the 13th day of May, 1806, in a 
building on Captain George Pearis's· farm. The Justices were 
George Pearis, Thomas Shannon, Christian Smdow, David 
Johnston, Edward McDonald, J:;aac Chapman, John Kirk, 
)ohn Peck, Christopher Champ, John Burke and James Banc. 

Captain Geor11e Pearis donated fifty-three acres of land 
to the county for its public buildings, and the town that was 
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laid off on this land was named in his honor. The picture of 
the first court house of Giles County in Johnston's History <>f 
The Middle New River Settlements shows it as a square log 
building. 

HowE's HisTORY op VrnmNiA, published in _ 1845, says: 
"Parisburg, (sic) or Giles C. H ., lies 238 miles southwesterly 
from Richmond, three-fourths of a mile from the bank of 
New River, Just above where it passes through Peter's moun• 
tain. The situation of the town is pictures~ue, being at the 
extremity of a mountain called 'Angel's Rest.'' 

Skirmish Left Hayes Wounded 
In May of 1862 a skirmish was fought at Pearisburg 

between an Ohio regiment of Federal troops and Confeder
ates under General Henry llcath. The Federals were com
manded by Col. Rutherford ll. Hayes, who became President 
of the United States. Colonel Hayes had been sent with his 
regiment from Princeton to occupy the village. He arrived 
in Pearisburg on May 7, 1862. 

On the 8th in his report to Colonel Scammon he, among 
other things in speaking of Pearisburg and its people, says: 
"this is a lovely spot, a fine clean village, most beautiful and 
romantic surroundin~ country; polite and educated • , • 
people.' " When Colonel Hayes and his regiment were 
clriven out of the village on May 10 he sustained a slight' 
wound. 

While court was in session on Monday, May 31, 1897, 
Pearisburg exeerienced a moderately severe earthquake. The 
judge summarily adjourned court, jumped over a railing and 
ran out of the room along with the lawyers and spectators. 
A number of chimneys were toppled and some brick walls 
mid other masonry were cracked. The shocks were felt 
throughout Giles and adjoining counties and in other parts 
of Southwest Virginia. Metropolitan papers carried lurid 
aml grossly exaggerated accounts of the damage caused. 

The hanging of Mr. Cremeans, which took place on the 
courthouse grounds at Pearisburg, was enough of a social 
event to require admission by invitation. Cremeans had kit.led 
a man named Kidd at Glen Lyn. John Durham was the sher1Ef, 
ancl the scaffold was erected by E. W. Wilbum. The invi•· 
tation card pictured above was loaned by Roy Witten. 
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'l'he Town of Narrows 

It was to be nearly a hundred years after Giles County was 
formed and its first court was convened near what is now 
Bluff City before Narrows got around to obtaining a charter 
as an incorporated Town. This view, taken in 1903, shows that 
the village at the mouth of \Vol{ Creek was already a bustling 

Early Beginnings of Narrows • • • 
GEOLOGISTS TELL us that millions of years a~o Giles 

County was a high plateau, across which a sluggish raver was 
winding its way northward. As ages passed, with tireless 
energy this river wore down the mountain barriers that lny in 
its path. One of those barriers through which that river cut its 
way, lies about a mile below the mouth of Wolf Creek. This 
was described by early explorers as The Narrows of New 
River. Later on the little town which grew up at the mouth of 
Wolf Creek was called The Narrows and still later Nanows. 

Among the early settlers in this community was Matthew 
French who built his home several miles up Wolf Creek about 
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metropolis. The few landmarks which still remain arc The 
First Christian Church ( upper right center) and the Odd Fel
lows Hall (left center) which Inter burned and has since been 
rebuilt. Of the Snowflake Tanner>.' building on the hill, once a 
major industry, only the brick boater house still stands. 

1775. He was the ancestor of the French families through this 
section. His descendants include Mrs. J. n. Givens, Mrs. P. 
L. Killey ancl-thc late K. S. French, all _of Narrows. 

In the sprh1g of 1778 Moredock O. McKensey settled at 
the mouth of Wolf Creek near the present site of the stock 
pens. A few weeks later, white the father and eldest son were 
away from home, the Indians attacked the family and killed 
the mother and three children. Two young dau~hters, Margaret 
and Eli2abeth, were captured. They were captives for eighteen 
years charing which time Margaret was transferred by the 
Shawnees to the Delaware tribe and was adopted by the Indian 
chief Koothumpum. Several years before Mar~ret returned, 
a young Indian chief fell desperately in love with her but she 
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Main Street, Narrows, looking East, in about 1905. The 
huilcling on the right with the small cupola was the orginal 

ref used to marry him. \Vhen he continued to annoy her with 
his ardent Jove making, she fled to a distant village and sought 
the protection of her Jndian foster sister and brother. The 
young chief followed and attempted to kill l\fargarct, but he 
was thwarted in his purpose by the young Indian woman who 
gave him a sound whipping and sent him on his way. 

Finally, Margaret and Elizabeth we1·e able to return home. 
They married young men from the neighboring counties or 
~lcrccr & Monroe, where they have a number of descendants. 

Joseph Hare and Edward Hale came into the New River 
settlements in 1779. Both had been soldiers in the American 
Revolution. Joseph Hare settled at the mouth of Wolf Creek 
near the 1\kKensey home. Edward Hale settled on \Volf Creek 

PAGE 27 

Methodist Church. The firs, home of the First National 
Bank was in the second building up from Monroe Street. 

near the present Giles Recreation Park. He is the ancestor of 
the Hales in Giles and Mercer Counties. Grants to the land on 
which most of South Narrows is built were made to Edward 
Hale and his son Charles Hale. These land grants are now in 
possession of the Herbert Hale family and bear the signatures 
of Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Randolph and Thomas Ran
dolph, Governors of the Commonwealth of Virginia. The 
oldest document was dated 1793. 

The first dwelling house in Narrows was built by Charles 
Hale and stood Oil the site of the present Hale home oil Bland 
and Kimmerling Streets. 1t was a two sto1·y building of Jogs; 
the kitchen built a short distance from the house, was also 
made of logs. The slave cabins at the back were about fifty 
yards from the big "house". 

NARROWS IN 1930 
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One of the earliest important industries in Giles County 
was the tannery due to the abundance of tanbark available in 
the territory; even today, at Bluff City the Leas and l\lcVitty 
Tannery is an important part of ·the County's economy. But 
back in 1898, the Snowflake Tannery at Narrows was a 
flourishing institution, even though only its brick boiler house 
remains today as a monument to tile past. In the photo above, 
employees of the Tannery which had been established by 
Thomas Cover in 1895 we1·e seated, first row (left to right) 

In the War Between the States ( 1861-1865), Narrows 
was of strategic importance. From Tannery Hill the Confeder
ates were able to keep a lookout in three directions. On this 
hill, not many yards from l\frs. Pearl Collcy's pt·esent home 
can be seen the old breast-works which were built to guard 
the approach from the North by way of the Falls. Southern 
soldiers were quartered here to guard against Union soldiers 
J>assinf through to cut the railroad line between Dublin and 
Bristo and also to prevent the capture of the salt works at 
Saltville. The Confederate soldiers were encamped in the 
fields near the high-school campus for one or more winter~. 

An incident of the war related by the late D. F. Hale, Sr., 
was that as a boy of thirteen years, he crossed the Jarge hill 
on the ol>posite side of Wolf Creek from Hotel Narrows and 
from a uding place behind a tree, watched the execution of 
three Confederate deserters. This scene made a lasting i111-
p1·cssion on the boy's memory. 

The Narrows Post Office • • • 
ON JANUARY 21, 1873, an application for a post office at 

Narrows was being considered by~ the Post Office Depart
ment. A request from Franklin N. Pricldy, proposed post
master, that the name Narrows be changed to North View 
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Unknown, George Wheeler, Charles Camper, Sam Johnson. 
H. Fizer, Tom Bown, John Topper, A. B. Glenn, l.esl'c.· llc.·n
mer, Jake Lemon, \Valter Martm. Standing, second row: Bub 
Hale, Bob Hale, Dave Alcxaucler, Unknown, J. N(•lson, John 
Brill, Unknown, Asa Blankenship, Charles Munsey, . E. 
Hammer, Joe Baker. Third row: Unknown, Charles I .inc
wcaver, Charles Renner, Clayton Burns, Rufus Johnson, Un
known, Pole Rowland, Thomas Hott, Unknown, Porter Ginn, 
Unknown, J. Blankenship. 

was refused because there was another town in Virginia b>.' 
thnt name. The post office at Narrows was to be on a mail 
route between Dublin, Virginia and White Sulphur Springs, 
\Vest Virginia. Dublin was the nearest railroad point at that 
time. 

The fi1·st post office was established in Narrows oil Feb
ruary 14, 1873. 

The name N ar1·ows wns changed to Intermont Oil October 
24, 1891 and back to Narrows on November 25, 1895, 

Names of post-masters and their appointments were: 

Fran~lin N. Priddy ... , .............. February 14, 1873 
I·Iarr1son K. F11.cr ........................ July 2, 1889 
Mrs. Jc,nn!e ,Fizer ~ ........ , .......... September 12, 1890 
Mrs. V1rg1111a C. Fizer ................•. October 13, 1890 
John L. Boggess ...................... December 28, 1893 
\Vllliam A. French . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . Max 22, 1897 
Charles W. S!1annon .....•......•........ April 23, 1901 
John E. Hopkins .......................... Max 25, 1905 
Clarence H. Johnson .............•........ April 14, 1914 
George L. Banc ........................ January 9, 1919 
0. Hoge Hopkins ..........•..••.....•. October 1, 1923 
Y.-Inrolcl W. J·Ialc ......... , .......... , . . . . . . 1935 
William E. Martin (Temporary Apt.) , . . . . • . . 1955 
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Rct·cnt triumphs of the Giles County Band call to the minds 
of olcl timers that the County has always been notctl for the 
cxccllcnrc of its musical organi2ations. In the photos ahovc 
nrc two Narrows hands. The upper photo, made about 1904, 
show~ ( left to right) Charles Gott, Charles Fant, James Charl
ton, ,Jmrlci, Lineweaver, Harry Johnson, Hunt Hrown, Bill 
Johnson, Chal'les l\lunsey, Bob Johnson, Leslie Beamer, 

Schools in Narrows • • • 
Tim flRST l'l'llt.lC sc:11001. was taught in' 1872 b>• Benton 

Hobbs, father of l\t rs. Dan Hale. The school builchng stood 
near the present Norfolk and \Vcstern Station and was usecl 
for two purposes. There was a saloon in one end of the 
house and the school in tho othe1· encl. The youn~ school 
master did not have to search far to find illustrallons for 
his temperance lessons. 
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Charles Shannon and Thomas Hott. The lower photo, made 
about 1898, First row (left to right) 1-Iayclcn Johnson, Cla
rence \Vheeler, Oakley French, Charles Shannon, Chark•s 
Fant, \\'ard French, llemy \Vheelcr, Spencer Johnson. Se
rnncl row: Mr. Light, director; Thomas Hott, Bob Johnson, 
J>cd Givens, Bob Hrown, \Villiam Nelson, Clifton Johnson, 
Charles Fant, Sr. 

The next teacher was Captain \V. 1-l. Stables, an English 
barrister who had come to this section from Richmoncl, 
Virginia. I-le was the ancestor of the Stables families of 
Narrows. 

The next school was on !\•fain Street near the present Odd 
Fellows Hall and was taught by a voung m,111, Charll'll A. 
Brown, who clevotccl many years thereafter to teaching ancl 
preaching. He is aff_ectionately reml'mhcn•d by his many 
f riencls as Professor Brown. 
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NARROWS FrnsT HIGH Scnoor. 

ope11~·d iu 1908; Prof. Adrien Bea11mo11t, Pri11ripal. 

Thr..: next school was on :Main Street near the present 
!10mt: of 1\frs. P. L. Killey. The teacher was Mrs. Mary 
Woodrum O'Keefc, sister of the late Jesse \Voodrum, of 
Pearisburg. 

Later the school was in a small building near the Christ
ian Church. The last session of school in that building was 
taught by Miss Fredonia Beamer, who later became 1\frs. 
\V. F. Ritenour. This house is still standing and was used 
for <Jllite a while as a garage by Dr. E. S. Carr. 

Ambitious parents who wanted their children to take up 
studies not offered in the one-room school sent them to 
\Valkers Creek Academy at VVhite Gate, or later on, to Pear
isburg Academy. Still others sent their daughters to the 
Masonian Institute, a girls' school operated by Captain D. \,V. 
J\,Jason at the old Mason home between Ripplemcacl and Pear
isburg. 

By this time the town had outgrown the one room school
house. About this time the old i\fothodist Church building 
on :Monroe Street near th e present Mick-or-Mack store 
had discontinued as a place of worship so this was made 
into a two-room school by building a partition. This WHS 

soon outgrown and a second story was added. A short 
time later two more ro01i1s were added. Among the early 
teachers were: D. S. Hankla, D. F. Hale, Luther D. Shumate, 
John French and l\,Jiss Allie :Mahood of Pearisburg who later 
became Mrs. Porter Ginn, mother of Mrs. Claude Blackburn, 
of Narrows. 

In 1908 a new building of concrete blocks was erected on 
a hill overlooking the town on Janel donated by Herbert 
Hale. This was the finest school building in the county at 
the time and Narrows was justly proud of it. In a few years 
a brick building was erected nearby to take care of the in
creasing demands for more rooms. 

In 1931 the present high school building was erected, and 
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NARROWS H tGH Scnoor. Cl.Ass OF 1932 

First row. left to riuht--Osb)1 N.iffe, Af 31rtle Tipton, 
Dorothy Robcrtsm1, Edua Lucas, IFalls Hopkins, Elleti 
Tiller, /.;. C. Tumer. Saond ro1u-J,V. H. Barrell; Prii,cipal; 
Glenn llof f, /·Joma Hoff, David Cadle, Mildred Joyner. 

1920-21 GILES Couwrv CHAMPIONS 

the Narrows basketball team. First row, le/ I to rir1ht: 
/.£. E. MtGi11/c_v, Leslie Ritenour, Robert L. H1heeler. Center 
row, K. P. /Jirkltcad, principal. Scco11cl row--LaktJ Brill, 
lFillmr Hale, Livi11gsto111,,• Di/lo,w, Leonard C111111i11gham a11d 
Sta11/e3, Baile31• 

the other two school h!lildings were used for primary and 
elementary grades. ln 1941, on Christmas Day, the brick 
building on the hill was burned. The children were housed 
in tempornry buildings until 1949 when the beautiful new 
grade school was completed. 
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N Atmows ScnooL AnouT 1900, located on Monroe Street. 
l•';rst row, left to right: Trixie Martin, George Martin, Nell 
I lalc, Lucy Buckland, Ed Lambert,-Garrett, Jo and Ray-
111oll(I Topper, Bob Blackburn, Oscar and Carl Dillow, Clyde 
l>ay, George \Vhite, Dan Hale, Spence Johnson, Earl Skeens, 
11. I I arc, Kent French, Marti a Lent and Russ Champ. 
Scrond row: Bernard Johnson, Henry Hale, Lon Coburn, 
Walter Garrett, Rowland Hale, Sid Buckland, Frank French, 
10h11 Lambert, Dave Tiller, Mamie Bowles, Eva Johnson, 
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Clyde Waldron, Rushie Johnson, Myrtle Waldron, Elmer 
White, and Earl Johnson. Third row: Emaretta Robertson, 
Elsie Blackburn, Harry Wheeler, Clyde Lucas, George 
Tiller, Grover Lucas, Arthur Wheeler, Minnie French, 
Myrtle Albert, Lucas Martin, Lucy Johnson, Ethel Albert, 
Grover Johnson, Nina \Vhite, Forrest White, Rosie Stables, 
Unknown, Lillie Hale, Daisy Hale, Grace Hare. Fourth 
row: Bessie \Valdron, Chris· Robertson, Robert Waldron, 
Luther Buckland, h·of. D. F. Hale, Dale Gray. 

Tm: 1916 GnADUATING Cr.Ass 

HERBERT w. HALE 

I.Je11efactor wl,ose generous 
gifts Included land for sclrools 
mu/ clwrcl,es; tlirougli Ms ef
forts, Narrows emerged from a 
f rontler settlement to an estab
llslied community. 

. • . of Narrows lllgl, School inclucled-first row, left to rigl1t-Pm11ine Ritenour, 
Grey Fizer, Al/eta Rowland, Flo Glenn, Leila llott, lnez Hale. Second row-George 
Dillow, Mew II. Johnson, Prof. James R. Stalford, instructor; 0. Hoge Hopkins 
ar,d ]. B. Slrrader. 
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REV, JA~IES JOHNSON 

.founcler of tl,e First 
Cl,ristlan (Disciples) Cl,ttrcli 
of Narrows. A fine weacl,er, 
l,e t()as a goocl carJJenter, black
smltl, ancl farmer; mucl, of tl,e 
building of this clmrcli lie dicl 
liimself. 

Town's First Charter in 1904 

GILES COUNTI', VIRGINIA 
-
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NAnnows S1xT11 GnADE- 1921-22 

First row, left to right-Robert HcsleJJ, llelen Hale, Mason Wheeler, William 
llesleJJ, Mary Day, Constance Charlton, Dorothy Gearheart, Evelyn Martin, 
Bw;ter Givens; Lelia llott, Teacher. Seconcl row-Olga Llnsenmeyer, Lena Stables, 
Emmett Richardson, Lee Pe,1ce, Frank Hoback, Mary Davis Adair, Jack ToJJ1,er, 
Evehm Shockey, James Aclair, Jr., Clora Marlin. Third row-Marie Bonham, 
Frances Coburn, Ellene Coburn, Zella Frencl,, Evelyn Fleeman, Gloclys Jol,son, 
llazcl Cam1,bcll, Anna Lee Coburn. Four/I, row-Martin Hale, Marvin Blanken
ship, Moman lVilkinson, Al/reel Blankensliiv, Katlirtm Bane. 

•. ·-:-'.· ._.@ 

T1rn FIRST CHARTER for the town of., Narrows was ap
proved by the Virginia Legislature on :March 14, 1904. This 
was repealed and a new charter issued on l\Iarch 24, 1920. 
i 

A~ain on January 30, 1947 Narrows received a new charter; 
this 1947 charter was amended l\farch 31, 1948 to provide for 
a City Manager. 

Narrows has increased its area twice since its incorpora
t=on in 1904. North Narrows was incorporated by Court de
cree on January 24, 1944. Another extension brought in the 
Orchard Hill section on the north side of Wolf Creek and the 
Reservoir section on the south side of Narrows in June, 1950. 

The New and the Olcl-1953 

Narrows has given up territory only once-and that this 
year ( 1956), when the Town Council passed an ordinance de
annexing the land across \Volf Creek, from the E. A. Hopkins 
land to the New River. This was done to get rid of the bridge 
connecting Water Street with the Old I .urich Road; Mainten
ance of this bridge, heavily used because of the Giles Comtty 
Stockyards, has long been a bone of contention between the 
Town and the State Highway Commission. 

The installation of the sewage system was begun in 
August 1950 and completed in February 1952. 

!\arrows first l\·1 unicipal Building was a two-story struc
h1re of concrete blocks erected in 1921. It was razed in 1953. 

The new 1\fonicipal Building of brick which is modern 
in design was erected in 1950. It houses the town offices, the 
Public Library, an auditorium and a kitchen. 

lntermont • • • 
EAm.v IN JANU,\l!Y 1891, a group of forward-looking 

men envisioned a great future for the tiny village of Nar
rows situated at the mouth of Wolf Creek. With beautiful 
surroundings, abundant water power, vast stretches of 
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timber, untouched mineral resources, this spot seemed an 
ideal place for industrial development. So the Intermont 
Mining, l\fanufacturing and Development Company was 
organ:zccl. In this Company were several wclJknown citizens 
of Southwest Virginia among whom were \V. A. French, D. 
A. French, F. B. Priddy, David E. Johnston, S. \\I. Will
iams. There were several capitalists from Eastern Virginia 
interested in the enterprise, among whom was Moses Thal
heimer of Richmond. 

This Company was to have a capital stock of not less 
than $100,000 and not more than $2,000,000 (Shares at 
$100 each). 

Since the name Narrows was more descriptive than 
euphonious, th~ rompany decided to give the town a new 
start with a new name. Accordingly the name Intermont 
meaning "~mong or between the mountains", was given the 
town. Narrows Postofficc was of ficiaJly changed to Tnter
mont on October 24, 1891. 

Intcn::ont r,f'eme<I on the verge oi undreamed-of pros
perity; the lumbering iricJustry flourished and real estate 
\'a)ues boom:xl. Then something happened to lntermont, 
possibly it was the financial depression of 1893 under Cleve
land's administration. At any rate their high hopes did not 
materialize and on November 25, 1895 the post-office once 
more became Narrows. 

Narrows Water System 
Tm,: i,·1RST WATER system of any kind in this town was a 

small line, put in about 1895 by the Union Tanning Company, 
which supplied the needs of a iew people who lived along the 
line of East Narrows. 

About 1923 J. Frank Hc!;~cp, as the chief instigator, and 
others promoted a smaH corporation to develop a water system. 
The shares were $100 each. Mr. Heslep was elected manager 
and was :i !so the contractor for the construction of the reser
voir and clistrihution lines. Hr held this position for ten years. 

~arrows has suffered from 
severe floods. The last in 
1933. Above and right, the 
1916 flood inundated Co
hurns, rose to sccoml floor of 
~farrows Hotel. 

S1-;\\',\GE DISl'OSAL PLANT 

Commemlccl by the State lls a model i11stallatlon for its size. 

During that time the system ,,;as <.;xtcnded to most parts of 
town and across the river to North Narrows. 

Being limited tinandally it was decided to sell the Comp
any's holdings and water rights to the city. The transaction 
took place in the early 1930's. Since that time the system has 
been gradmually extended and other sources of supply pro
duced. Some years ago a well was dug in Highland Park; in 
1953 a deep well was sunk on the north side of \Volf Creek to 
augment. the supply to mc.!t the needs of a rapidly expanding 
rommtm1 t y. 
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Lynea Rowland • • • 
TnE ttISTORY of Narrows would be incomplete without 

a tribute to Mrs. Lynea Hale Rowland (1842-1915), callcc1 

by old and young, black and white, "Aunt Lyn." She was 
perhaps the most widely known and best loved woman in 
the community. 

There were few doctors in this section before the turn 
of the century, so Aunt Lyn assumed the role of a mi,1wife 
and officiated at the birth of most of the children in this 
section for more than a generation. 

The weather was never too stormy nor the night too dark 
for her to take her lantern and go on foot or by horse-back 
into the hills where there was illness or death. 

Ai.i#.i*(:i;ti.ii~i¥W..~J:.~~~--tti~: ,· ,,. 
NAnnows FmE DEPAI\TMENT 

A well eqttlJJped and well manned company. 

GILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

Being of an industrious nature, and endowed with tireless 
energy, she had little patience with idle hands. She did ttot 
hesitate to enlist the aid of her frequent visitors in whatever 
task she happened to be employed at the time. As a source 
of income, she wove rag carpets on a large, old time, hand 
loom. 

Aunt Lyn was a life long Methodist of the shoutini type 
and thoroughlr enjoyed her religion. She always sat m the 
"amen corner' of the church. It is said that she some
times dozed during the sermon. She was a woman of high 
ideals ancl adhered to a strict code of morals, yet she possessed 
an understanding and sympathy for those of weaker char
acter. She made no distinction in her loving ministry to all 
classes. Her memory is indelibly enshrined in the hearts of all 
who knew her. 

Narrows Fire Department 
\:VoRns CAN m.'ver express the debt of gratitude that Nar

rows owes to its Fire Department. The history of this 
organization has been one of ups and downs. With each 
disastrous fire in the past fifty-five years the town became 
more keenly aware of its need for adequate protection. In 
spite of the fact that Narrows literally had "water, water 
everywhere" there was little progress in fire protection for 
many years after the: town was incorporated. 

The first proteuiun other than a bucket brigade was furn
ished by the Union Tanning Company which was built in 
1895 on Tannery Hill. The tannery had a pipe line laid from 
a small dam on Dry Branch (Mill Creek) at the Pine Tree 
Spring near the E. B. Pruitt home. This line furnished water 
as well as fire protection for the tannery and a few homes. 
The tannen· whistle was the town's fire alarm for many 
years. This· whistle also served as an alarm clock for the 
entire community-blowing to awaken the families as well 
as to calJ the men to work. 

In 1925 a water company was organized, thus making 
running water available to a larger area. Portable hose reels 
were purchased from the tannery and kept in smatt fire 
houses in various parts of the town. The reels had to be 
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moved by hand when there was a fire. About this time a 
wluntccr fire department was organized with Walton Pence 
as fire chief. This group did an excellent job with the avail
ahlc equipment. 

In 1925 this department erected a fire siren at the rear 
of the Christian Church. The alarm was sounded by 1\frs. 
Nannie Beamer who was telephone operator at that time. 
:\fter her home ceased to be the telephone central office she 
continued lo sound the fire alarm for the town until it was 
moved to a new location in 1950. This group disbanded about 
1929. 

In 1933 the town bought a small pickup truck on which 
was mounted a gasoline powered pump. This was used for 
sc\'eral vcars. In the 1940's Chief of Police, A. \V. :McNeil, 
lwd charge of the fire service. 

\Vith the Celanese Plant in full operation and with many 
nc,,· families in the community, the demand for an effective 
tire department became urgent, so on May 16, 1947 a group 
oi interested citizens organized the present fire company 
with A. L. Rotruck as the fire chief. 

Since the organization this company has made rapid 
strides in providing modern fire fighting apparatus and 
creating one of the best volunteer fire companies in the State. 

In 1951 a fire hall was built equipped with heating plant, 
office, workshop, a hose tower, and storage space for the 
trucks. 

The Narrows Fire Department is affiliated with Giles 
County Firemen's Associallon which was organized March 
16, 1948. 

In its seven years of existence the fire company has 
rnmbatted approximately 156 major fires and has saved un
told thousands of dollars worth of property. 

Narrows Public Library 
NARROWS PUBLIC LtnRARY was formerly Narrows \Vo

mm1's Club Library, and was opened April 6th, 1935 in the 
Givens, Funeral Parlor, which was located where the B & 
B. Store now stands. 

Mrs. Mary Hare, Funeral Parlor receptionist, was librar
ian. There were 95 volumes at this time. 

,'Ir i:c;ifi:~:sr',/' ..... r,:, 
. . ::::, •P--""' 
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TnE NAnnows LtnnAmAN 

Mrs. Kllleu at l,er clesk i,i tl,e Library office. 
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NARI\OW.S ELEMENTARY ScnOOL 

Built in 1949, eight years after fire l,acl clestroyecl its wedecessor. 

The idea of a library originated with Mrs. Dan Hale, who 
was president of the club in 1933-34-35. A program followed 
by a reception was given by the dub members at the high 
school auditorium and the public was invited. The admission 
was a book. The books received from this program formed the 
nucleus for a library. · 

The books were then stored for Jack of space, and later 
moved to the old :Municipal Iluilding, where a room was 
cleaned, painted, and equipped with shelves. The library was 
again opened to the public. Miss Nel1ie Adair was employed 
by the Junior and Senior \Voman's Clubs as librarian and 
served in this capacity for several years. 

In 1950 when the new Municipal Iluilding was erected, 
it included a very attractive room for the library. 

\Vhen the Town of Narrows assumed responsibility for 
the library it became the Narrows Public Library. It was 
then cJigiblc for State aid and a State loan of books. 

The Library personnel is composed of T. H. Moses, mem
hrr of the town council and Chairman of the Library Board, 
~lrs. E. E. \Voodson, of the Narrows Senior Woman's Club, 
and l\frs. E. 0. Craig, Jr., of the Junior Woman's Club, Mrs . 
P. L. Killey, Librarian, and Mrs. \V. H. Peck, Substitute. 

Giles Recreation Park 
IN 1944 the Narrows Kiwanis Club started a movement 

ior a playground near the school for the children of the com
munity, A fund of $926.80 subscrihed for playground equip
ment could not he used herausc of acute shortage of material. 

The project was revived in 1946 and after much dis
ntssion the location was selected at the "Doom," popular 
as a swimming pool i or many years. 

A playgrouncl w:is established with a picnic area nearby. 
So popular did the park become that the Kiwanis Cluh had 
to ask the Town Council for aid in developing the area. On 
May 7, 1946 a lease was obtained from Dan and Chap Hale 
for what is now known ns the Giles Recreation Park. This land 
\\'as purchased from the Hale Brothers in 1950 by the Town 
of Narrows. 

As the park continued to grow in popularity more equip
ment was required. In ?\fay 1948 the Kiwanis Club spent an 
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additional $4.~1.38. Since this installation the demands have 
inrrf.!ascd hy leaps and hounds. The Club has since turned over 
l'arh year an average of more than $200,000 proceeds irom the 
Annual \Vatcr Carnival. 

\Vhilc the Kiwanis Club has taken the lead in the develop·· 
ment oi this project, it has received the iullcst measure of 
rnopcrntion from the local people, the Town oi Narrows, 
the Giles County Board oi Supervisors, the C<:lancse Cor
poration oi America, the Appalachian Electric Power Com
pany, as well as other organizations and individuals through
out the county. 

The Town oi Narrows has assumed the maintenance of 
t!tc park and pays the salary oi the park supervisor. The 
Giles County Board of Supervisors pays the salary oi a full 
time life guard. 

The park has been wcJI supervised hy .Mr. \Vallon Pence 
since 1946. It is estimated that more than 100,000 people visit 
the park each year. 

GILES PAIIK 

FmsT PnESB\'TEJUAN· Cuuncu 

GILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

MEMOJUAL BouI.E\'ARD 

A Vmw OP THE TowN 



GILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

Narroivs Bank JVas Established in 1905 

The First National Bank of Narrows 
The nearest bank was lornted in Pearisburg, and in those 

days it was an hour's journey to the County Seat, with the 
added ha;,:::rds of mud or dust, according to season. The idea 
oi establishing a bank in Narrows stemmed directly from the 
c1iff:cu1tics with which its leading citi2ens soon found them
selves faced. There were many meetings, by twos and threes, 
in the stoi'cs and in the post office and at the buckboards of 
wagons on the dusty 1\Iain street before it was decided to invite 
a profcss:onal organizer, a Mr. T. C. Fu11er, of Kentucky, to 
come in and see what could be done. 

There is no historical record of Mr. Fuller's reaction to 
his first view of Narrows as it was in that clay. But it is 
history that he found a group of alert and progressive citizens 
who were ready and willing to back up their desire for a bank 
with cash on the barrel head. These leaders of the community 
included J. G. Alvis, R. :M. Alvis, F. E. Bastain, John A. ~dair, 
H. \V. Hale, W. A. French, D. A. Johnston, J. G. \Vh1te, J. 
H. Woolwine and others, and together they subscribed the 
substantial total of $10,000 for capital stock. 

The first officers chosen were )· G. Alvis, president; T. 
C. Fuller, the organizer vice president, and J. P. Brown, 
cashier. Thus, stafied, equipped and ready to go, The First 
State Bank of Narrows was opened for business on Septem
ber 19, 1905. 

The bank became a National Bank and member oi the 
Federal Reserve System on Sept. 4, 1919. During its more 
than fifty years it has occupied three locations, moving into 
its present stmcture in 1939, which was e1!largcd in 1954. 
Since the time of its organization the bank's assets have 
doubled approximately each ten years, and stand at more than 
$4,500,000 at the present time. 

The present officers are: P. H. Hale, President; Rufus 
1-J. Shumate, Exrcutivc Vice-President and Trust Officer; 
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(Left) P. H. Hale, president, and the late 
A. E. Shumate whom he succeeded. 
(Above) The b~nk moved into its present 
quarters in 1939; enlarged them in 1954. 

E. S. Carr, Vice President; M. P. Lawrence, Chairman of the 
Board; \V. Don Trout, Cashier and Assistant Trust OHicer. 

Directors arc: John A. Carr, Dentist; C. J. French, re
tired engineer; C. l\I. Hale, Treasurer of Giles County; P. 
H. Hale, President; 1\t P. Lawrence, Retired; H. D. Spang
ler, Farmer; Rufus H. Shumate, Vice President; James L. 
\Varren, Attorney; and \V. D. Trout, Cashier. 

The Churches of Narrows ... 
Tim FIRST c1n:Rc11 in Narrows was Methodist and was 

built in the early seventies at the back of the lot on which 
the .Mick-or-Mack store now stands. This church was pro
moted hy Franklin N. Priddy, \Villiam Hale, Thomas Hale 
and others. Since it was the only church in the community 
all denominations worshipped there. As the church was the 
social center of the community as well as the religious 
center, it was inevitable that romance would flourish. In 
1890 the church witnessed a double wedding. The con
tracting parties were, Robert V. \\'heeler and Miss Lula 
Johnson; David Johnson and Miss Nellie Stables. The 
officiating minister was Rev. Jimmy Johnson, father of 
David and Miss Lula. 

In 1849 wedding bells rang again. The organist in the 
little church was mt attractive young woman, Miss Willie 
Fizer and the choir leader was handsome Tom Priddy. It 
was natural for the song leader to fall in love with the 
organist. 

Again in 1869 there was a double wedding. This time the 
happy couples were John E. Hopkins and Miss :Mollie John
son, \Villiam Johnson and Miss L1cy Johnson. Again the 
minister in charge was Rev. Jimmy Johnson, father of two 
of the contracting partirs, \Villiam and Mollie. 

In the middle ninr.ties, after the coming of the tannery, 
the town grew so rapidly that the little church was in-
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adequate; so the .Methodists built a new church on l\fain 
Street where the present church stands. \Vhen that was out
grown the present First Methodist Church was erected about 
1922. Several years ago an addition was made at the rear 
of the building. Jt was on the Pearisburg Circuit until 1925 
when it was made head of Narrows Circuit with Rev. C. A. 
Hillman as pastor. Narrows Church became a station in 1940 
during the pastorate of Rev. Harrell M. Russell. The present 
pastor is Rev. A. N. \Villiams. 

IN THE J870's 

church and making plans for erecting a building to serve 
said church. After several years of work the beautiful 
churd1 on l\Icmorial Boulevard was ready for dedication in 
April, 1922. As the congregation continued to grow it was 
found necessary to build an annex in 1938. 

About 1940 a Sunday School was organized at Fletcher's 
School house by Rev. S. M. Houck and has continued to 
the present time. The church bought this property in 1954 
as its use had been discontinued as a public school. 

CHRISTIAN 
AnouT 1895 the First Christian Church was organized by 

Rev. James Johnson, known to everyone as "Uncle Jimmy." 
As money was not too plentiful al that time two or three 
years were required to complete the church building. Uncle 
Jimmy, being quite versatile, assisted in the work. He was 
not only a preacher but also a good carpenter, blacksmith 
mu\ farmer. 

Since the beginning the Christian Church has been 
famous for its singers. The Johnsons have contributed much 
to their church and to the entire community throu~h their 
unusual musical talents. The church is presently hmlcling a 
splendid new structure on . .Memorial Boulevard. 

PRESBYTERIAN 
. IN nm MEANTi~m several Presbyterian and Baptist fam

ilies had moved to town and having no organi1.ation of theit· 
own had aligned themselves with the i\fothodist and Christ
ian churches. They made invaluable contributions to those 
churches. 

One of the best loved ministers Giles County has ever 
had was Dr. Bolling Hobson, a Presbrterian. His preaching 
circuit included Narrows where he alternated his services 
between the two churches - Methodist and Christian. 

The first Narrows ~roup of Presbyterians, known as the 
Ladies Aid Society, was organized hy i\(rs. George J.. Bane 
in 1909. 

On May 28, 1913 a meeting was held at the home of •:Mrs. 
John Adair for the purpose of organizing a Presbyterian 

In 1942 a building was erected in North Narrows by the 
1 lome ~lission Committee on i\Iontgomery Presbytery with 
local aid. This is known as the Second Presbyterian Church. 
Rev. B. F. Sperow, the present pastor retires this year. 

BAPTIST 
Tm~ FiRsT BAPTisT CnuRcn was organized in 1903 with 

seven members. They were: Mrs. \V. A. French (Nellie J.), 
\Villiam Shumate, Mrs. \Villiam Shumate (l\fary C.), John 
A. Adair, Mrs. C. D. French (Annie J.), Miss Mmnie 
French (Mrs. P. L. Killcy) and Rev. J. H. Heavener, who 
organized the church. 

The church ~roup had the misfortune to have its early 
records lost in a hre which destroyed the home of Mrs. Mary 
Shumate, clerk at the time. 

Mrs. Nellie French, shortly before her death in 1909, 
gave $50.00 to establish a building fund for the church. 

An Aid Society was organized in 1904 but did not last 
longer than two years. A second Aid Society was formed in 
1909 hut was of short durntion. The third was organized in 
1912 and continued until 1921 when it was changed to a 
Missionary Society. · 

After holding services in other rhurches for a number of 
years the Baptists were ready to lay the corner stone for 
their church i11 1922, and soon the1\.1ftcr had a church of 
their own. 111 the hali century since its organization the 
First Baptist Church has been served by seventeen ministers 
including the present one, Dr. \Villiam L. Crane. 
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PENTECOSTAL 

TnE PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS C11uRc11 was built on 
College Avenue in 1923 by Rev. R. L. Hager. In a few years 
the con1regation outgrew this building and a new church 
wa!:i l'rc:..·tecl on the same site in 1942. Again in 1952 the 
dmrch put on a building program at which time the church 
was t!Hrlcrnizccl and an annex built. 

Th::. church has bcr.n very influential in the community 
throlli!hout the years. At present the membership is about 
n:ncty. Hcv. G. R. Jewell is the present pastor. 

CHURCH OF GOD 
THE CnuRcn 01-· Gon was organized about 1929 and a 

small building was erected in the Monte Vista section of 
town. This served a loyal active membership until 1945 
when they were able to move into their new church building 
nearby. This church wields a great influence in the neigh
borhood in which it is located. Rev. L. A. Fritts is the pastor. 

Things We Talk About ... 
Tim Ol.l>ER c1-r1z..:r-:s recall the big snow that fell near the 

close of the Christmas holidays in 1913. In a few hours it 
reached a depth of twenty-six inches. It was the record snow 
in the memory of any living person. The winter of 1917-18 
was also a ·record breaker. Free2ing weather and snow began 
the first week in December and did not thaw until l\farch. 
In the meantime the ice on New River became so thick that 
cattle were driven across safely on it. At the "Boom" on 
\Volf Creek the ice ranged from sixteen to twenty inches in 
thickness. 

The temperature dropped to 25 degrees below zero at one 

time during Christmas. When the ice broke up in the sprihg 
it made a roaring noise that could be heard for a long distance. 

Three times within the memory of the oldest residents 
New River has put on a show. The first was in 1878 and 
was called by the old timers, "The Big Freshet." At that 
time the river backed up the Wolf Creek valley for more 
than a mile. Then there were no bridges to be washed 
away, so the damage was limited. 

In 1916 there was a flood and the river again backed 
\1/ olf Creek as far as the Boom. A bridge across the creek 
at Lent's hotel was damaged and the New River bridge was 
washed away. Remains of this bridge can still be seen in 
the river above the present structure. The second bridge was 
not completed for about two years. During the interval 'the 
old ferry was once more put into service. . · 

In the summer of 1940 New River went on a rampage ~nd 
did a great deal of damage to business houses in down town 
Narrows and to the residential section on Mo!J'roe St1·eet. 
The water was several feet deep on the buildings in the 
lower business district. · 

The Day house just outside the corporate limits and the 
Rowland house near the Park arc the oldest houses in the 
community. 

William McKinley is said to have received his com
mission as major in the Union Army during the Civil War 
while encamped at the Hare spring near the stock pens. 

Older citizens consider the old Deck House located be
hind French's Esso Station as perhaps the oldest house in 
the down-town area. 

The first automobiles were owned by Russell Davis, K. 
S. French and F. E. Bastain. 

\';"\;;:?i:::::i 
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·· ";;,J1:.;J!~,~~it!tatt1fiiiritij.l:~ila 
A familiar sight to travelers ,,,1 Route 460 and 100 as well 

as on the railroad arc the two tall sta.:!<s of the Virginian Rail
way power plant at Narrows. Completion of this plant in 
1926 marked another forward step in the industrial growth 

of Giles County. Electric energy from its generators feeds the 
Railway company's lines and supplies motive power for one 
of America's best engineered roads. 
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The Railroads Brought Progress and Prosperit:r to Giles County 

The Virginian Railway 
Along about 1900 the coal properties of Henry Huddleston 

Rr gcrs actually began to burn a hole in his pockrt. ProbaLly 
it was at this time that he conceived the idea of !.mild;ng a 
railroad as an outlet for his coal. It has been truly said that 
the Virginian was the lengthened sh.:dow <if one man - H. 
H. Rogers. 

J-{e org-anizc<l the Tidewa:er Railway in 1904, and began 
WQrk almost immediately. T!tc whole thing was started so 
qu[etly that its competltors, the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
road and the Norfolk and \Vestern Railway, did not realize 
what was going on until things were well under way. 

lt was not necessary at that time to get permission from the 
Interstate Commission, so this big interprise was able to start 
without much publicity. Not many were even aware that 
Rogers was the man behind the project. It is said that even his 
construction engineer, \V. N. Page, professed to be ignorant 
of the _source of his funds. The Deepwater Rail\\;ay of \Vest 
Virginia and Tidewater Railway of Virginia were united and 
incorporated as the Virginian Railway Company on .March 8, 
1907. 

Sections of the road were completed and put into operation 
several years before the railway was completed as a whole by 
1909. Its full length from Deepwater, \Vest Virginia to Se
wall's Point on Hampton Roads, Virginia is 443 miles. 

The Virginian was a magnificient piece of engineering and 
construction. It was laid out so that the trains had a very 
slight grade to overcome, which enabled them to haul tre
mendous loads. 

Until the Virginian was electrified, the size and power of 
its locomotives were progressively advanced to keep pace with 
its increasing traffic. 

Operation of the Virginian electrification system was com
pleted between Mullins, \Vest Virginia and Roanoke, Vir• 
ginia by September 18, 1926. 

One of its large power plants of four units - 90,000 horse 
power was erected at Narrows, Virginia about 1924-1925 and 
increased by one unit in 1946. 

The Virginian Railway was the first railroad in the United 
States to be taken over b)· the Federal Government during 
\Vorld \Var I because c,f the availability of its coal fields for 
the lJllited States N~•!\', . . 

Since the Virginian Pcwer Plant was built in Narrows, 
Virginia there have been· two superintendents; l\fr. Cleve 
Bowser and Mr. George I<. Shands. 

The name Virginian Railway is geographically correct be
cause the road crosses Virginia in almost a straight line but 
the whole reason for its existance lies in \Vest Virginia and 
some think that perhaps it would have been more justly named 
the "'V.7est Virginian." · 

Norf ~lk and Western Railway 
The first great transportation line to penetrate Giles County 

was what we now know as The Norfolk and \,Vestern Rail
way. The !-tory of its building reads like a romantic novel. Its 
early history was one of almost insurmountable difficulties 
which arc too numerous to relate here. After years of delay 
its financial troubles and other handicaps were overcome and 

the ;-caJ then known as the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad 
was started at Lynchburg in 1850. 

By 1852 it had reached Salem ancl by 1856 had been opened 
all the way to Bristol, a distancl" of 204 miles. 

In the meantime the Southside Railroad was built from 
Lynchburg to Petersburg and later a line was opened on to 
Norfolk known 1s the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad. 

In 1870 the three roads were consolidated under the cor
porate name of Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio Railroad. Then 
followed several years of struggle and hardships for the line 
during the Reconstruction period following the \Var between 
the States The financial crisis of 1873 practically paraly1ed 
the business and the line was thrown into a receivership in 
1876 

In 1881 the road was bought and reorganized by the Clark 
interests of Philadelphia as the Norfolk and \Vestern Railroad 
Company. 

The early years of the road's organization and progress 
was largely due to the vision, initative and energy of General 
\Villiam i\fahnne who knew no such word as fa:lure. I Jc was 
a remarkably ahlc civil engineer as well as an orl{anizer ;:nd 
promotor. He won fame as an officer in the \Var Between 
the States. 

The foregoing brief account br'ngs us to the later <l<'vl"l
opment that hears a direct relation to Narrows. The di
rectors of the road brcame interested in extending a line 
into the rich coal deposits in \,Vest Virginia. Two other 
routes were considered ; one through Glade Springs and 
Saltville, and the other by way of Bristol. They finally chose 
the New River route as the most practical, and because it was 
near to Norfolk, which they hoped someday would become "a 
successful competitor to Baltimore, Philadelphia and South 
Amboy in the shipment of bituminous coal." 

The new branch, incorporated as the New River Railroad, 
but wholly owned by the Norfolk and \Vestern, was started 
from the south end of the New River bridge at Radford 
(not from Walton where it now diverges) in August, 1881. 
Rails reachl"d Narrows sometime in the late summer of 1882. 
Tiy Dercmber, 1882 they were "fully ballasted and ready for 
operation" to the vicinity of Glen Lyn. The railroad was 
opened to the Flat Top coalfielcls on May 21, 1883. A great 
deal of the grading was done by convict labor. 

The event of this great enterprise put Giles County on the 
map and has in a large measure, been responsible for its 
growth to the present time. 

Standard Lime and Cement Company 
Standard Lime and Cement Company was started in 1888 

at Buckeystown, Maryland, by three brothers, Daniel, Joseph 
D. and William G. Barker to supply lime for a nearby tannery. 
The first lime the Company produced was burned in what were 
known as pot kilns. From 1888 to 1954 the Company was 
owned ancl managed by the Baker family, and through hard 
work :md good management it grew and expanded until its 
present operations consists of nine plants, located in West 
Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, Pensylvania, Ohio, Illnois and 
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Ou> N & W Loco~IOTIVE 
In 1858 the railroad wns com

pleted into Dublin . 

. Michigan, employing approximately 1600 employees. Its home 
office is located in Baltimore, l\faryland. 

By 1905 the Company was producing lime for tanneries 
building trades, paper mills and bleaching manufacturers. 
Fluxing ritone for use in the production of steel, commercial 
s~onc and railroad ballast were also being produced. In 1921 
the Company started burning dolomitic limestone into basic 
rciraclory nt .Millville, \Vest Virginia. Granular basic re
fractory is now being manufactured by plants of the Company 
located at \Vooclville, Ohio; McCook, Illinois; ancl Manistee, 
Michigan, as well as at MiJlvillc. 

The Company started to manufacture Portland Cement at 
Martinsburg, \:Vest Virginia in 1927. The production of cement 
was increased by the installation of a new 450 Ft. x 12 Ft. 
rotary kiln amt auxiliary ec1uipment early in 1956. 

In 1944 the Standard Lime and Stone Company began the 
erection of a modern lime plant at Kimballton, Virginia. This 
plant today employs approxi111ately 128 employees and manu
factures chemical quality high calcium lime which is used in 
the chemical, paper and steel industries and for water puri
lkation purposes. Mr. G. C. Larkin, the present Plani: Superin
tendent, worked for the Company a number of years before 
becoming Superintendent on November l, 1953. 

The Company is proud of its safety record which can be 
attributed to a well organized safety program that was started 
at its Martinsburg plant on September 28, 1927, and is now in 
operation at all of the Company's plants. 

American-Marietta Company of Chicago, Illinois, purch
ased the controlling interest of The Standard Lime and Stone 
Company in November 1954 and on April 18, 1955, the name 
of the Company \''as changed to Standard Lime and Cement 
Company. 

The present officers of Stanclarcl I .ime and C<!mcnt 
Company are: 

Robert E. Pflaumer - President; Lewis Rumford JI -
Executive Vice President; \V. D. Garvin - Vice President -
Opernlions; and vV. L. Specht - Vice President - Secretary. 

HISTORY OF LEAS & MC VITTY, INC. 

Located on the banks of New River at Bluff City, Vir
ginia stands one of the oldest industries in Southweskrn Vir
gin 'a, Leas & McVitty, Inc. (New River Tannery) manufac
turers of heavy sole leather. 

This plant was built approximately 62 years ago and was 
located where it is clue lo the abunda11t supply of bark, water 
and labor. At that time, tanning was done with Chestnut Oak 
Bark and an abundant supply of this material grew within a 
radius of 25 miles of the plant. The water supply was excellent 
and even at that time quite a hit of water was used each day. 
The labor situation was also a very important reason for 
settling at this particular point. At that time - This was the only 
manufacturing concern in the whole county. Labor was pleni
iul - composed of mostly Farm type men - and then only 
slrong, healthy men could do the type work we had. 

The history oi Leas & 1\-IcVitty, Inc., is one of the most 
outstanding oi the entire Tanning Industry of America - not 
alone for the constant high quality oi its product, but <JUilc as 
much as to the fact that rclati\'ely few organizations can point 
to a Century and a half of business life. 

It was in 1812 when th:;- United States had seen but its 
Fourth President -. Mr. Jar.nes 1\fadison - tl~at Th1Jmas l\kVitty 
star.ted !• ta11!1ery m the lt:~le town of Slurlt:ysburg, Pennsyl
vama. 1 he luclcs :!nd ma.terials. used by that first tannery were 
secured from the •!nmedmtc ne1_ghborhood as m~ny years were 
to pass before trams, automobiles and ocean lmers would be 
bringing twentieth-century hides and materials from all quart
ers of the globe. Nevertheless the leather out of that small 
tannery at Shirleysburg made a name for itself in the Market 
places and in due course a second tannery was established in 
Pct!nsylvania this time at Saltillo to take rare of the growing 
l,usmcss. 

The original Thomas ~k\'itty had a son, Smnucl :md be
tween them the Company carried on from 1812 to 185S when 

.. l\l r. \ \'illi:un P. Leas was taken in as a partner. Th; years 
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passed and a new generation came along, namely Thomas E. 
McVitty and David Porter Leas, both of whom were active 
successors to active fathers. It was during this period the 
Pennsylvania Tanneries were sold and new ones established in 
the State of Virginia because in the latter state were to be 
found large areas of Chestnut Oak and Hemlock trees, the 
bark from which gave the tannin that is combined with the 
hides to make the finished product. 

Three tanneries were established, New River Tannery 
at Bluff City, Virginia in 1895, Salem Tannery, S;llem, Vir
ginia in 1889 and one in Buena Vista, Virginia in 1898. In 
1900 a chestnut wood extract plant wa:.- erected at Buena Vista, 
Virginia and known as Buena Vista Extract Company. The 
purpose of this plant was to assure the three tanneries a steady 
supply of Best Quality Extract, made under the same Super
vision and Management as the leather itself. 

Today, in addition to the four Virginia Plants, there is 
a main warehouse and off ice at 305 Vine Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania built in 1901 as well as a Finishing Plant ac
quired in 1910. The Company also operates a Sales Office in 
Boston, which is the Shoe and Leather Center oi the Country. 

Tl1t.' Company takes justifiable pride iu poiutiug out that 
not a si11glt' plaul llll'llliouc•d above has ever cloud its doors, 
cvc11 iu t/1,· mos/ dis/re.f,f1•d periods of l>,·prNsio11. 

Compared to the early clays when hides amt tanning ma
terials were available within a short ~listance of the tanneries, 
the Company today buys hides from leading centers in the 

\Vcstern part of the United States. From South America also 
and China rnmes M>•rabolams - Valonia from Asia Minor, 
Greece, Borneo, Plullipinc Islands, British and Portugcse 
East Africa. In short, the markets of the Entire \Vorld arc 
used today to make the best product possible. 

Today, this Company and its employees enjoy a ieeling 
of mutual satisfaction and cooperation. Carefully studied 
schedules embracing Health, Education. Home Ow11ing, In
surance, Pensions, etc., are concrete evidence to each individual 
that the .:Management is exercising constant regard for their 
welfare. Truly, it can be said the history and Growth of this 
essentially American Organization is a history of the Indus
trial growth of the United States itself. 
INTERESTING FACTS IN CONNECTION \VITH 1812 

Or The Year Lens & McVitty Was Founded 
1812 was during the period of the 4th president of the United 
States - l\fr. James l\fadison. 
The United States was at war with England. 
Population of the United States was only 8,000,000. 
Louisiana was the 18th. State admitted to the Union. 
Men, particularly statesmen wore wigs. 
Sailing vessels required 6 weeks to cross Ocean. 
Mail Stages left New York for Hoston amt took 38 hours. 
1812 wns hl'forc the Siar Spa11,qfrd l/a1111cr was written. 
Abraham I .incoln was only three years old. 
L & i\l was 35 years old when the United States (iovcrnment 
issued the first postage stamps. 
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National Gypsum Company 
\Vhile this important company began up1:ra.;u11.:; i11 G1ies 

only in a comparat1vely recent year (1947), its history dates 
back to lYL!',, when tlle company commenced manutacturc 
oi Gypstfin Wallboard at its nrst plant at Clarence Center 
J\ cw York. l\ielvm H. Haker { now chairman of the .Uoard 
oi Directors) was one oi the company's origmal founders. 
From its beginning with the Clarence Center plant, the 
company has rnntinued to grow and at the present date has 
a total oi Jo plants, located 111 dif ierent areas oi the country 
i rom the cast to the west coast. 

The Company has become an important unit in the 
building materials industry 111 the United States. 1t manu
tactures proctucts constituting a diversified ]me oi related 
building materials, including gypsum wallboard, lath and 
sheeting, gypsum stuccos and oase, tinish, white, moldmg, 
and dental plasters, sound control products; corrugated 
siding and shingles; asbestos-cement products; hydrated and 
ground lime and limestone; metal lath; rock wool products 
allCl paint. The Company also manufactures paper, prin
cipally for its own use in making gypsum boards. The prin
cipal trade name is "Gold Bond". 

National Gypsum Company's lime plant at Kimballton 
began operations in 1947. The plant's principal products are 
Chemical pebble lime, pulverized limestone, agricultural lime
stone, chemical hybrated lime, agricultural hydrated lime, 
masons hydrated lune, and spray hydrated lime. These pro
ducts are used in steel mills, production of carbide, water 
purification, mine dusting, and farming. The raw material 
used in production of these items is mined at the plant site. 

Along with the protection, safety and welfare of its 
employees, the company carries a life, accident and hospital
ization policy on each of its employees and their dependents, 
at no cost to the employee. 

Officers of the Company include Mr. L. R. Sanderson, 
Director and President, W. F. Anderson, Vice-President in 
charge of Operations; N. H. Baker, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors. 

The local plant provides employment for about 170 peo~ 
pie and is managed by Mr. i\ilonroe Rule, well-known and 
respected citizen of Giles County. 

Appalachian Electric Power Co . ... 
TH t,; APPALACHIAN EI.EC'fRIC POWER Cm,IJ>ANY first came 

into Giles County in the year 1916, purchasing lands in the 
Glen Lyn area for the Glen Lyn Steam Plant. This plant was 
heing built to supplement hydro-electric power supplied from 
its two plants on the upper water shed of New River, namely, 
Bylesby and Buck. 

Plant construction was started immediately aiter acquir
ing the land and the plant was put in operation July 1, 1919 
with one 15,000 K\V steam turbo-generator and four boilers. 

In the latter part of 1920, the second, a 20,000 K\V, turbo 
generator wal> put in service with additional boilers. In 1923, 
the third, also a 20,000 K\V unit, was installed; and in 1927, 
the fourth, a 25,000 K\V unit was installed with additional 
boilers. In 1931 a pulverized fuel boiler was installed, mak
ing a total of 13 boilers for. the plant with four turbo-gener
ator units, having a total nameplate rating oi 80,000 K~'s. 

In 1942 construction was started on a modern high 
pressure, high temperature unit with n nameplate rating of 
100,000 KW and two boilers. This was l'omplcted in June 
oi 1944 on the war emergency, bring c1 total namcpl:ttt! 
rnting of 180,000 K\V. 

The average coal consumption is approximately 35 l'ar
loacls per 24 hour day. Appalachian power was first fed into 
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APPALACHIAN liLJrn LYN l'LANT - 1919 

~iles C?tmty in 1~19, being supplied through the Giles 
lower Company which operated under a franchise in Nar
rows and Pearisburg. The Giles Power Company was later 
pur_chas~~l by .Appalachian it_1 1926 w!1ich now supplies the 
entire Giles County area with electric power. ln 1950 an 
additional f uturc plant site was purchased about three miles 
above Narrows on New River. 

Con~truction of a $26,400,0~0 a<ldi_tion to the Glen Lyn 
plant m the form of a new 22.,,000-kilowatt unit began last 
year, _and. when compl~ted _will m<;>rc than double the present 
capacity tor a total ot 39:>,000 ktlowatts. Completion is ex
pected early in 1957. 

Virginian Limestone Corporation 
. ·1:hc year 1916 may ~c remembered by some as the year 
111 wluch Gregory Rasputm, confessor to Czarina was killed 
in Lc!1i11grad; ?r as the _year in which a mun_itio1:s explosion 
( cr~<htcd to (,ern_rnn ~aboteurs) occurred m J crsey City, 
wllmg 2 and causmg ~40,000,000 damage; or for the birth 
01 Judy Canova, Uttva de Jfavilland, Jackie Gleason and 
hetty _ lir~•ble; ~ut l 9l~'s. b!g nc,~·s for Giles County was the 
orgamzatton 01 the V irgmmn Lunestone Corporation. 

. Diversificati?n has be~•! the kc):note in tl~e progress oi 
tl~•s com1~any. l•orm~cl ong1m~lly_ ~,·1th tl!e pnmary purpose 
ot sup1?ly111g ballast tor the V1rgu11an Railway, the company 
today 1s one of the largest ancl most modernly equipped 
manufacturers oi crushec1. dolomite for railroad ballast 
roofing stone, all kinds of concrete ancl bituminous work' 
tilter stone, agrirnlturnl limestone, mortar sand, block sancl' 
and plaster ~and. The production oi railroad ballast tocla): 
constitutes a 111:nor portion of the firm's business. 

Tiu.• stone is a Hel'imm11tow11 I >olomitc, and its superior 
qualiti1:s haw heen autlH'ntiralecl hy State, Federal, and pri
~•atc engineering l:1horatory 1Tst·arch. The company opcraks 
Its own moclern laboratory ior controlling quality of its pro
ducts as to cleanline.-,s, sizing and graduation. Its •nanufac
tured stone sand excclls natural sand in all strength freezing 
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and thawing ll'sts. Its Dolomite, with its cxccllcnL magnesium 
rontcnt, is in mn~tant dl'mand for metallurgical and chem
ical purpose:. The company's aggregates have found wide 
use. ( 1n the building of Celanese Corporation of America's 
Ceko plant, Giles' h,rgest industry, huge amounts of Vir
ginian Limestone's aggregates were used,) 

Normal production of the corporation is about 2,000 
tuns per day. Howe,•cr, facilities arc maintained tu gear pro
duction to increased demand when necessary, boosting daily 
production to as high as 4,000 hms ( 70 railroad cars) per 
day. 

Originally organin.-d and founded hy .i\l r. C. i\. Klotz 
( for whom the mmmunity oi Klutz is named), the corpor
:1tion is today headed by .\Ir. D. L. \Villiams. It is a matter 
of grl'at pride to the company that the vast majority of its 
mnnagcrial and supervisory staff has been with the company 
for over thirty years. 

The average number of employees of this company is 
about fifty. 

Celc0Pla11t 
.IN 1939 when Giles County as well at the rest of the 

country was slowly pulling out of the worst depression in 
its history, a glimmer oi hope came to the people. The 
Celanese Corporation of America was considering Giles 
County as a site for its new plant. In addition to adequate 
water, labor supply, transportation, excellent climate and 
natural resources a number of public spirited citizens sub
scribed funds for the purchase of a 1232 acre plant site on 
the Raleigh Johnson farm on the north side of New River 
between Narrows and Pearisburg. 

The Ceko Plant was started without ceremony in April, 
1939, when three companies began construction work that 
was to turn an apple orchard into one of the largest acetate 
staple filament plants in the world. The Sutton Construction 
Company began to install the railroad siding, the Luck 
Construction Company had the underground services, and 
the Hughes-Foulkrod Company oi l'hiladl'lphia starlt·d rn1 
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the huildings. A new _ industrial, social ancl economic age 
had hcen born in Giles County. By the end of December 
the plant, as planned up to that tillll', was almost complete, 
a record breaking construction job. 

I 'eter I J. Cooper was the first plant manager, S. B. 
Roberts was the engineer in rharge of l'onstruction. l\Jany 
staif 1.'lllployccs were transferred from the Amcelle Plant 
at Cumhcrlancl ~faryland. A good number of these men arc 
:'.till with Cc-lco. They have made substantial citizens and 
together with their families have made a valuable contri
but io11 to the lifo of the community. 

The first local staif man to he hired was J. Frank Heslep, 
Jr., who i:; 110\\' nrnnager of \Volf Crrek Motor Company. 
The first telephone operator was Jimmy Johnson. The first 
chauffeur was C. T. 1: Pete) Stafford of Pearisburg. In 
thC' lirst months there was no rafeteria and workers broticrht 
their own lunches or went home in the sixty minute hu{ch 
pcr'.ocl. There was a concession stand run by "Pop" Harris, 
where cokes, sandwiches and cigarettes were sold. The first 
hourly paid employee was Freel Runions, who was hired 
foreman in lite power plant. 

By the end of December, 1939, Ccko had 400 men and one 
woman employed. The one lone woman was Miss Ann Deck 
of Staf forclsville, who was by that time the telephone oper
ator. Other female employees followed soon after, among 
them :i.\Iiss 1\fary Lee Craft, R. N., and Miss Fannie \Vright. 
They started to work January 8, 1940, the same clay as Dr. 
George \Villiams. 

The first run of "dope" through the spinning machines was 
on Christmas Day, 1939. Early in January commercial pro
duction of filament was an accomplished fact ; the Ceko 
plant was in operation. 

The first personnel report was made February 3, 1940 
and there were 103 staff members and 766 hourly paid 
employees. The number of employees increased steadily until 
the peak was reached in 1948, when there were about 600 staff 
ancl 4000 hourly cmploy<'cl personnel, many of whom were 
nJ11:-trurti1111 \\·1,rl,ers. 

A1m1AL. Vrnw, CEu:o Pr.ANT, CELANESE CoRI'ORATIO~ ol-' AMERICA 
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150th Anniversary 
Celebratio11, Committees 
OVEHALL COMMITTEE: 
J. L. Dillow, Chairman, Narrows 
\\'. C. Caudill, M. D., Pearisburg 
Hayne Dominick, Narrows 
R. E. Wheeler, Narrows 
Hufus H. Shumate, Pearisburg 
Sam Hobinson, Pembroke 
C, S, Hoge, Hoges' Chapel 
E. D. Coburn, Narrows 
T. E. Starnes, Thessalia 
E. K. Goldthwaite, Narrows 
P. L, Comer, Rich Creek 
L. O. Fox, Pearisburg 
Hobert H. Woods, Sr., Pearisburg 
\V. P. Copenhaver, Pearisburg 
T. J. Cyfers, Pearisburg 
E. B. Hedrick, Bane 

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE: 

Mr. Mason Miller, Newport 
Mr. J. D. Miller, Newport 
Mrs. Shannon Miller, White Gate 
Mrs. Andrew Francis, White Gate 
Mr. Carroll Barger, Eggleston 
Mr. Julius Johnston, Staffordsvillo 
Mr. \Valtcr Brown, Staffordsville 
Mrs. P. 0. Ivery, Narrows 
Miss Nancy E. Pearson, Pearisburg 

OTHER EVENTS 
Pearisburg and Narrows Kiwanis Clubs 

PARADE COMMITTEE 
J. J. Kerrigan, Chahman, Pearisburg 
Hoy Witten, Pearisburg 
Bob LeGnrd, Narrows 
Ed Knight, Rich Creek 
Charles Morrison, Pembroke 
Duval Williams, Eggleston 
11rank Farrier, Newport 
Ed Hedrick, StnffordsvilJc 

CHAND D,\LJ, 

~Irs. Ress Hodge, Pembroke 
Mrs. \Villir.m Ross, Narrows 

CONCESSIONS 
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E. D. Coburn, Chairman, Narrows 

CELEBRITIES 
J. L. Dillow, Chairman, Narrows 
W. C. Cnurlill, M. D., Pearisburg 
Frank Painter, Chairman, Pearisburg 
Mrs. Harold Mathena, Pearisburg. 
Mrs. L. M. Auer, Rich Creek 

BEAUTt' PAGEANT COMMITTEE 
~lrs. P. M. Johnston, Pembroke 
\frs. Luther Lucas, Newport 
Mrs. Gean Atkins, Eggleston 

C.ILE!.i COU~TY AIR FORCE COM.: 
E. G. Skidmore, Chairman, Narrows 
Robert L. Powell, Pearisburg 
Miss Frances Lovell, Narrows 

SHAVING LICENSES & BEARD 
CONTEST COMMITTEE J. L. Dillow, Chairman 

Rufus H. Shumate, Treasurer 
T. J. Cyfers 

Mrs. T. F. Massie, Chairman, Rich Creek 
Miss Mary Davis Adair, Narrows 

Robert H. Woods, Sr., Chmn., Pearisburbg 
Clayton Davis, Pearisburg 

E. K. Goldthwaite 
Robert H. \Voods, Sr. 

DIRECTOR: 
Raymond E. Hogan, Ripplemend 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: 
Miss Melrose Higgenbotham, Pembroke 

HISTORICAL AND RESEARCH COM.: 
Sam Rob:nson, Pembroke 
Mrs. E. E. Woodson, Narrows 
Mrs. K. S. French, Narrows 
Mr. J. R. Shanklin, Glen Lyn 
Mr. Hobert Friend, Narrows 
Mr. Leo Goeller, Ripplemead 
Miss Mattie Guthrie, Ripplemead 
Mr. Joseph Bishop, Eggleston 
Mr. Frank Kelly Stafford, Eggleston 
Mr. C. A. Deck, Staffordsville 
Mrs. John T. S. Hoge, Hoges Chapel 
Miss Melrose Higgenbotham, Pembroke 
~f rs. \V, n. Snfdow, Pearisburg 
Mrs. T. F. \Vitten, Pearisburg 
Mrs. C. A. Hoilman, Pearisburg 

Mrs. H. L. Frederickson, Narrows 
Mrs. Earl Hiilsmnn, Pearisburg 
Mrs. Harry Austin, Pearisburg 
Mrs. Bernard Mason, Pearisburg 
Mr. Gordon Ruble, Pearisburg 
Mr. Frank \Vinston, Pearisburg 
Dr. D. F. Love, Pearisburg 
Mrs. Idn Payne Anderson, Newport 
Mrs. Clarence Archer, Glen Lyn 
Mrs. Julius Johnston, Stafforclsvilte 
Mrs. Frank Heslep, Sr., Narrows 
Mrs. B. K. Cannan, Pembroke 
.Mrs. Charles Morrison, Pembroke 
Mrs. Hattie E. Miller, Newport 
Mr. Clinton Buckland, Eggleston 
Miss Virginia Whittaker, Eggleston 

MUSIC COMMITIEE 
?\frs. Ralph Ott, Chairman, Narrows 
Mr. Everett Dayton, Narrows 
Mrs. J. L. Dillow, Narrows 
Mrs. Harold Hnle, Narrows 
.Mr. Honalcl Shomo, Pearisburg 
Miss Ruth Kirb>•, Pearisburg 
~lrs. Franklin Cob~1rn, Jr., Rich Creek 

Members of the Voluntary Fire Depart-
ments of Giles County 

STREET DANCE COMMITTEE 
John Holland, Chai1man, Narrows 
\V. 0. Gentry, Rich Creek 
T. L. \\7atters, Rich Creek 
Al Blevins, Narrows 
\\'alter McMahon, Pembroke 

TO\VN AND COMMUNITY DAY COM.: 
T. E. Starnes, Chairman, Thessalia 
\\'. C. Storer, Sr., Narrows 
T. C. Boggess, Rich Creek 
Newton \Valters, Pembroke 
Doak Lucas, Newport 
William Dane, White Gate 
Mrs. Pete Stafford, Trigg 
Mrs. Woodrow Robertson, Thessatfa 
Mr. C. C. Eaton, Staffordsvitlo 
Mrs. James Miller, White Onto 
Mr. Clinton Buckland, Eggleston 
Mrs. ]. R. Johnston, Trigg 

HOUSING COMMITTEE 
T. J. Cyfers, Chainnan, Pearisburg 

Program of The Giles Cou1tty Sesquicentennial 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 1956 "DEDICATION DAY'' 

S:00 A. M. Counl>•-Wide RcJigious Service -
Courthouse Lnwn, Pearisburg. 

I l: 00 A. ~r. Relig:ous Services and Homecoming in all of the 
Churches of the County. 

2:30 P. ~I. Open House with refreshments - Giles County 
Life Saving nncl Rescue Sqttnd's new huilclfng, 
Pearisburg. 

4:00 P. M. Musical Progrnm - Detnils announced Inter -
Pageant Grounds, next to Hospi_ta), Pearisburg. 

10:00 A. M. to Hcgistrntion of nil visitors - Courthouse Lohhy 
4:00 P. M. nnd Porch. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27, Hl56 "QUEEN'S DAY" 
All Dny: Historic Displays nnd Exhibits throughout the 

County. 
10:00 A. M. to Registration of all visitors -

5:00 P. M. 
2:00 P. ~I. 

3:00 P. M. 

S:00 P. ~I. 

Courthouse Lobb)' nncl Porch. 
Band Concert, Giles County Dnncl -
Courthouse Lnwn. 
Gm·clcn Party and Tea, sponsored by DAR -
Mrs. Bernard Mason's Home, Pearisburg. 
Finals - Giles County Beauty Pageant -
Pngeant Grounds, next to Hospitnl. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 1956 "WALKEH'S CHEEK DAY" 
All Dtty HistOl'ic Displays and Exhibits throughout tho 

10:00 A. M. 
,5:00 P. ~f. 
2:30 P. M. 

3:00 P. M. 

County 
to Hcgistrntion of all visitors

Courthouse Lohhy nncl Porch. 
Hund Concert - Giles County Ilnntl -
Eggleston High School, Eggleston. 
\Vnlker's Creek District Activities - llis!o!'ical 
Skit, depicting the school room of the \Vhfte Gate 
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0:00 J>. M. 
8:00 P. M. 

Academy in 1870 - Eggleston High School. 
Queen's Dinner • Pince to be announced Inter. 
First Pcrfonnancc of "THE CALL OF THE 
RIVER", Historical Pageant - Pageant Grounds. 

Centennial of Giles County in 1906 and Refresh
ments - Pembroke High School. 

8:00 P. M. Third Performance of "THE CALL OF 'fHE 
IUVER", Historical Pageant - Pageant Grounds. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29, 1956 FRIDAY, AUGUST 31, 1956 "CELEBRITIES DAY" 

All Day 
"NARROWS DISTRICT DAY" 

Historic Displays and Exhibits throughout the 
County. 

All Day: Historic Displays and Exhibits throughout the 
County. 

10:00 A. M. to Registration of nil Visitors -
10:00 A. M. to Registration of aJI visitors -
5:00 P .. M Courthouse Lobby and Porch. 

5:00 P. M. Courthouse Lobby and Porch. 
9:30 A. M. to Narrows District Day Activities - Style Show, 
9:00 P. M. Cake Walk, Slide Film Showing, \Vood Chopping 

· l :00 P.M. Grand Parade - Bands, Floats, Marching Units. 
Biggest parade in Giles County's History. 

and Sawing Contests, Children's Contests, Dem
onstrations, Old Time Fiddler's Contest, Beard 
Judging Contest for District, Old Time Song 
Festival, Tea and Antique Show by DAR and 

8:00 P. M. Fourth and Finni Performance of "THE CALL 
OF THE RIVER", Historical Pageant, Pageant 
Grounds. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER l, 1956 
"GRAND BALL AND PRINCETON DAY" 

8:00 P. M. 
8:00 P. M. 

Vesper Services - Narrows Park and Community. 
Street Dance - Narrows. 
Second Perfonnance of "THE CALL OF THE 
HIVER", Historical Pageant, Pageant Grounds. 

All Day: Historic DispJnys nnd Exhibits throughout the 
County. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1956 

10:00 A. M. 
5:00 P. M. 

11:00 A. M. 

to Registration of nil visitors -
Courthouse Lobby and Porch. 
Finnls of Beard Judging Contest for entire 
Count)' - Courthouse Lawn. 

All Day: 

10:00 A. M. 
5:00 P. M. 

11:00 A. M. 

Historic DispJnys and Exhibits throughout the 
County. 

to Registration of aJI visitors -
Courthouse Lobby and Porch. 

2:00 P. M. "Golden Horseshoe" Reception • Band Concert, 
Giles County Bnnd - Organ, Piano Concert - Re• 

Band Concert - Giles Count)' Band -
Courthouse Lawn. 

freshments - Mt. Lake Hotel Grounds, Mt. Lnke. 
(Sponsorccl by Residents of Princeton, W. Va.) 

2:00 P. M. Pembroke-Newport Districts Day Activities -
Talent Show, Beard Judging Contest for Districts, 

9:00 P. M. Grand Ball - Period Costume nnd Fonnal Attire -
Music by Russ Carlton and his Orchestra -

Recognition of people present who attend the Pearisburg Elementary School. 
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