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F>LJBLISI-IER'S NOTICE. 

l\1orc than t\vo years ago the writer conceived the idea of pub­
lishing a series of sketches giving a brief history of 1Iood county, 
having in ..._,iew at the tin1e the plan of putting these sketches 
into pa1nphlet fonn, in order that they n1ight be 111ore conven­
iently preserved. 'I'he idea was, that the sketches would cover 
ten or fifteen chapters, n1aking a pa1nphlet of forty or fifty pages. 
Knowing of Maj. Ewell's long residence in the connty and close 
identity with its public affairs, as well as his intin1ate acquaint­
ance with old-tin1ers and those protninent in public affairs a quar:. 
ter of a century ago, he \Vas prevailed upon to undertake the task 
of vvriting the sketches, and early in 1894 the ·work ,vas begun. 
Hovvever, on account of the long illness of J\1aj. Ewell there was 
a lapse in the publication for several 111011ths. When the work 
was under way it was discovered that the personal sketches prov­
ed of 111ore intense interest than any other feature, and recogn'iz­
ing the fact that these old pioneers richly deserved such 1nention, 
for several 111onths this part of the work received special atten­
tion. In fact, 111ore of these personal sketches vvon1cl have been 
published 1\ad the necessary infonnation been secured. 'fhe work 
thus proving of greater public interest, has been 1nade 1n11ch 
larger than vvas at first c011te111plated, and· is given to the puhlic 
substantially bound, so that it 1nay he the better preserved. 

Printed at different ti1nes and under various circu1nstances, it 
has not been convenient to preserve entire unifonnity in 111echan­
ical construction, and a unifonn grade of paper has not ah.vays 
been at hand, but the 1nain object of the publisher has heeu ac­
co1nplished, that of preserving the sketches in book forn1 for the 
instruction and delectation of future generations. 

Since the author has ignored hin1self in the personal sketches, 
the publisher feels it his c1nty to the pnblic to give a brief sketch 
of the n1an \Vho has gathered the data and co1npil,ed the follo,v-
111g pages : 

Tho1nas T. Ewell was born in McCracken county, Ky., in 
1844, spending his earfy life tnainly on the fann. He received a 



fair ec1ncation, \Vhich ,vas interrupted hy the breaking ont of the 

civil \var. In 1862, ·when only 18 years of age, he joined the 

fortunes of the Confederate anny, enlisting in the 3rd Kentucky 

regi1nent and serving till the surrender. L-ike thousands of other 

yonng 1nen at that titne, he ca1ne ,vest, locating in Hood county 

early in 1871. He tanght school an<l studie<l law through the 

year an<l in the fa11 of 1871 vvas ad111itted to the bar. In Sept., 

187 4, he \Vas !narried to Miss Bettie Black~ fonnerly 1n usic teacher 

in Granbury College, and the living fruits of this tnarriage are, a 

daughter of 19 and a son 12 years of age. He was elected coun­

ty attorney in 1878 c:ind serve<l two years. l\1'aj. E,ve11 has al­

,vays been highly respected as a courteous christiai1 gentle1nan, 

law-abiding citizen and conscientious attorney. He has never 

tnade a specialty of critninal law, his 1nind being bent to·'\vard the 

civil law, of \vhich he is recog-nizecl as one of the best judges in 

this part of the state. ()n account of ill health he has not been 

actively in the practice for son1e ti1ne, but has no idea of aban­

doning his chosen profession, which he <lear1y loves. 

FRANK GASTON, Pnblisher. 

Gran bnry, Texas, Sept., 189.c;. 



AUr1'I--IOR'S APOLOGY. 

vVithont previous 111ature consideration of the difficulties to be 
cnconntered in gathering the n1aterial and presenting the sa111e 
with fidelity in readable fonn, the writer was induced to begin 
this little work under an i1npression that it 111ight prove to hin1 
a diversion, tnuch needed frorn the labors of a long professional 
career ; but as the ta=,k was pursued he realized the responsibility 
he was assutning in offering to a critical public this effort to in­
terest and instruct those who tnay read these pages of n1ere local 
interest. Believing as he does that 111ental contact with fact, like 
personal association, tends to the fortnation of character, he has, 
as 111nch as fidelity see111ed to allow, presented the best, leaving off 
so1ne of the bad to the end that all the possible good and no harm 
111ight be the result of his labor. Necessarily he was in1pelled to 
this course by that sense of responsibility ; as this increased, that· 
of di ~ersion ditniiiished. And while in a spirit of half h 111nor 
expressions 111ay have occurred in these chapters indicative of an 
asperation to the role of authorship, yet the writer 11111st beg the 
reader to cniticise this little production 1nore in the spirit which 
first inspired the task, and not as an offering to that critical in­
spection due to the works of real authors. 

That tnany inaccuracies of fact 1nay be found, would be as use­
less to deny as it wonld be fruitless to 3tte1npt to explain ,vhy 
witnesses of the satne events relate the facts in divers ways and 
opposite colorings. Defects in construction an<l typography are 
partly attributable to the fact that the work has gone to press as 
each. chapter was written. 'ro publish credit dne to every person 
fron1 w hotn facts have been o htai n eel is found to be i111 practica­
ble; suffice it to say, that in addition to a knowledge derived 
fron1 long intercourse with those of the present and past in this 
section, the writer has been very 1nateria1ly aided by hnnclreds 
who111 he has .especially consnlted. 

Should any lesson of higher duties of life he suggested by these 
pages, the ,vriter's wishes will be gratified. 'r. T. E. 
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· · DRUG & BOOK STORE 

Is Headquarters for 

DrL1gs, Paints,. Oils, Patent Med­
ici'nes, Window Glass, Wall Pa-. 

per, Window Sl,ades, Books, 
Stationery, Art· Materials, 
· Perfu-:_me.ry•,. B_rus_hes, etc. 

Also the Largest and · Best .Stock of 

School Supplies, · Jewelry, Silverware, Pocket 
Knives, Razors ahd Scissors 

KEPT 1-N HOOD ·COUNTY. 

PRICES WILL PLEASE YOU 
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WRITTEN BY T1 Tl EWELL1 

CHAPTER !.-DESCRIPTIVE. • 

Everyone in s01ne 1nea&nre contributes to the tnaking of his- I 
tory, bnt its perpetuity is for the historian; therefore lest the 
early events, and the men who made them, connected with the l 
past of Hood county, shall, all be forgotten, it .is the design of i 
the writer of these sketches to reclaitn and endeavor to perpetu- :I 
ate so1ne of the 111ost interesting of thetn. It is to be regretted 
that s01ne ,vorthier pen had not long ago undertaken this duty. 

'j· Just here I a1n over,vhehned ,vith· the responsibility of deciding 

1 
when and where to begin, and lest I should incnr the criticisn1 

i of s01ne Knickerbocker, I shall 1nake no effort to search out the 
nebulous origi:1 of the created. 111atter frotn ,vhich 1ny subject ,vas 

1 evolved, bnt ,vithont any fo;-111al 1nethod, shall begin, continue 
l i and conclude as the subject 111atters 1nay force recognition frotn 
i 1ny nnpretentions pen. 
l 

. I 

I 

1 1\ general description of the county 111ay be appropriate, if not 
! somewhHt necessary to a proper understanding of the men and l 
l things ,vhich 111ake its history: 1 
\, Situated 011 the Brozos ri\·er in that favored part of Texas jnst ! 

north of the 32nd parallel of north latitude, where the Cross t 
I 
-1 
1 

Tin1bers seetn to struggle bet,vecn 111ountain and valley for roo111; 
her surface is, therefore, ,ve11 di\·ersified \Vith ti1nber, prairie, 
rock-crested cliffs and sih.1ery-,.v1ndiug strean1s ; anj long before I 
the \Vhite n1an in his unre111itting 111~rch to·,vard the \Vest, had . 

I·. found a resting place here, the Indian and the- ,vild ga1ne, upon i 
i 



which he fed, basked on the ~anks of her litnpid streams, rested 
frotn the sun1mer suns beneath· gloriously spreading Live Oaks, 
fed on the Mesquite beans and the nutritious native grasses, and ' 
sought shelter from the winter storms beneath the boulders of · 

; ; limestone, ,vhich tower up in 1nassive cliffs to precipitate heights, 
; : lending shade to the picturesque landscape which nature seems 
· to have laid out and planned as the most healthful and appropri- ' 

ate home of a race of 1nen seeking a life of cultured happiness, 
; i amid which to build those institutions of learning which are the 
! ! pride of the county. 
: 

1 
With soits as varigated as the surface, and, consisting of the 

: l chocolate lands co111n1on to the Brazos valley, black waxy, black 
'. i and light sandy lands, the fruits, grasses and farm crops are of 
: ; that abundance and variety common to to this climate. These 
: ' 

: ; diversified conditions seem to favorably invite men ,vho rather 
' I 

. '. prefer to escape fron1 "the mad' ing crowds ignoble strife", to 
I I 

i l find peace and happiness in pastural and agricultural pursuits. 
; ! And such seems to have been the character and the motive which 
t i 

l I actuated the most staple of those earliest settlers, who first plant-
ed their habitations here along the fertile valleys of the Brazos, 

. , the Paluxy, j(.ickapoo and other streams, and whilst they val­
:/ iantly fought away the murderous and ·pilfering forays of the 
1 : savages and planted their little vine and tree, perhaps little 
I I 

: ! thought of the civilization, whose foundation they ,vere building 
: ! as an heritage to their posterity, more to be desired than gold or 
' ' 

: : silver. It is of these scenes and these people I propose to ,vrite. 
I ; 

--o--
CHAPTER IL-PIONEERS. 

' i 
I 

I 
', Long anterior to the civil war the whites ve.ntured into this 
1 

territory, then occupied by the Indians, for the purpose of traf- ! 
fie and the location of lands. i\mong the first of these was 
Charles Barnard, a well informed and cultured 1nan; he had a 
trading house far to the northwest of here, but later established I 
hin1self on the Brazos.in this vicinity, and engaged in a lucrative 
trade, built the noted Barnard's Mill, which bore his name for I 
many years, and until it was acquired by Maj. T. C. Jordan, ,vho j 

: : changed the name of the place to Glen Rose, now the county site ! 
t ! ---· - • 
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: ' of Somervell coun tv . ., 

Geo. B. Erath, from whon1 the county adjoining us took its 
name, and -- Green \Vere also here, together with many 
others, and the above na1ncd gentle1ne11, surveyed perhaps tnost .. 
of the larger surveys fronting on and along the Brazos, between 
the years 1846 and 1850. Much of the surveying by these men 
at that date was done on horse back, the horse being so hobbled· : 
as to 1nake him step a vara's length; and nearly all of the early : : 

, large surveys contained excesses. There were however, few if · !· 

any pern1anent· settle1nents established this high up the Brazos, ·, 
, , for stock raising or fa~tning, until about-1853-4, but about that 

period and up to the beginning of the war, a most substantial 
class of stock far1ners began to settle the Barzos and Pal uxy val- . 
Ieys. These pioneers endured severe trials and hardships, for the .. 
Comanche and Kiowa Indians had now become extremely troub­
leso1ne and warlike, raiding the settle1nents nearly every n1oon, 
requiring the utn1ost vigilance on the part of the settler in the 
defense and protection of his family and property. This state of 
affairs continued till long after the close of the civil ,var, and 
many lives ,vere sacrificed and thousands of horses stolen, houses 

I 

burned and ,vo1nen and children taken by the savages into cruel 
captivity. The barbarity of the Indians in these periodical ntid­
night forays in slaughtering loved ones, engendered hatred and I 
thirst for revenge on the part of the whites, which found no sat- . 
isfaction with 1nany, save in the scalp of the redskins; and many ( 
were the bold pursuits hastily organized and far extended into 
the verv haunts and strongholds of the Indian, and fierce the ., 

battles ,vhen, overtaken by the whites, the Indians, usually with 
superior nu1nbers, ,vere brought to bey. And 1nany heroes gave 
up their lives ,vhose deeds have been unknown to fa1ne and un­
sung by poets. The early settlers of Hood county furnished l 
their quota of n1en ,v ho bled and suffered in the connnon cause. 
To recount these various actions is scarcely ,vithin the province , 
of 1ny undertaking, 1noreover, the 111ost of these Indian battles 
have been graphically told by writers, ,vho \Vere eye-witnesses, 
yet a finished story of Hood county ,vill necessarily include I: I many incidents within her borders and contiguous _thereto. 

---
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l CAPT~R III.-ProNEERS, [Continued. J 
! : As early as 1852 to 1854 a fe,v settlen1ents of a per1nanent char- _ 

acter began to be 111ade along the Brazos and its tributaries with- • 
in the territory now embraced in Hood and Somen·ell counties. j 
In addition to Charles Barnard, already 1nentioned, a fe,v other ; 

. , hardy and courageous 1nen pushed their ,vay high up the Paluxy, 1 

: : Squaw, Stroud, and Robinson creek, on the ,vest; ,vhile others f 
: : began to descend the divide separating the Trinity and Brazos I 
: i waters, toward the latter strean1, and founded thei.r ho1nes along 1=· 

· i Fall, Walnut, Rucker's and Long creeks. .A.t this period the 
Comanche, Caddo and other Indians held almost undisputed pos- r 

' session of this territory, and wild gatue abounded ev~rywhere. I 
To those early settlers the wild, ferocious and war-like Co1nan- I , 
che was always a constant menace; but the Caddo and so1ne other ! 
tribes were more peaceably inclined, and \\i·hile their friendship ,vas I 

' ' j 

: : cultivated and fair treatment awarded them, ""ere invaluable al- ~ 

lies to the, white settlers against the depredations of the 1nore 
war-like races of Indians. 

Foremost atnong the early settlers was W. J. W. Po\\i·ell, famil­
iarly called ;'Uncle Billy.'' He ca1ne to Squaw creek and set­
tled upon the fartn he still owns, near Tolar, abot1t the year 1853. 
He is so truly representative of the better class of early settlers, 
that a brief sketch of his life will not be deetned out of place. 
Mr. Powell sprang fro1n one of those hardy fa1nilies, ·,~·ho settled 
Georgia, about the titnes of Oglethorpe ; he is a veteran of the 
Florida war ; ·n1igrated with his father at an early date to .A.rkan­
sas, thence to Texas; ,vas the first white 111an to settle on Squalv 
creek, where he devoted himself to his favorite occupation of 
hunting; putting in a s1nall fartn fro111 ,vhich, ·with his trnsty 
gun, he 1nade a1nple provision for his fatnily, ,vhich began to 
multiply rapidly. The only near neighbor lJncle Billy had for 

1
: son1e tilne ,vas "Jack", a Caddo Indian, ,vho can1ped on the 

opposite side of the creek fro1n hi111, \vith his two ,vives; and the 
ct 

most friendly relatiqns sprang up bet,veen lTncle Billy and this 
Indian. Neighborly courtesies \\~ere exchanged betYveen the1n, 

I and they hunted together the wild deer and turkey. "Jack" al-· 
J ways ~~essing Uncle Billy's pelts for him, and coming to him for 

.... ,._....__.._ .. _ _.,.. 
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1nilk and other do111estic ,vants. These friendlv relations con-., 

tinned undisturbed, and through ''Jack" the other 111e1nbers of 
his tribe, ,:vhose hunting parties frequently traversed this section, 
,,~ere influenced to ·1naintair:ing friendly relations ,vith the '"~hites, l i 
thus affording great protection against the n1ore savage tribes, 
until about the year 1859, ·when· in an evil hour, a party of ,vhites, 
either throngh vrantonness er 1nistake, feil upon a peaceable ca1np 
of Caddos, near the to,vn of Palo Pinto, in the dead hour of 1nid­
nigh t, and ,vhile they slept, killed and \\rounded a nun1ber of n1en 
and \Vo1nen, and possibly so111e of their chilclren. This affair ef­
feQtna11 y aroused the ·sayage instincts of the Indian and hencefor­
ward the scalping knife of the Cadclos ,vas as :nuch a terror to the 
snarse settle1nents of ,vhites as ,vas that of the Co1nanche. Be-

.a. 

fore day one 1r..or11ing- in:111ediately after this affair, "Indian Jack" 
ca1ne to Uncle Billy'~ anJ a,vakening hi1n, told hi111 of the occur­
rence, and that it n~c :·ssi ta t~d his departure, saying, ,as he regret­
fnll y took his lea\·e of his ,::.<1ite friend, "hereafter the ,~:hite s~t-

, tlers ,vill be in 1nuch 111ore danger.'' /\.nd 1nany a solitary trav­
eler, and re1note settler after,v::-.r<ls ga \·e his life and that of his 
frnnily in verification of this 01ninous warning. 

, Returning to 1'.Ir. Po,vell, he is no,v in his 78th year; having 
lost his "'ife a fe,v years ago, is ii Ying ,vith his son, John, at 

. ! Toiar. .Around hi111 are settled his children, Jackson R., Robert 
' i 

' J., Joseph l\L, Le,Yis H., Charles y·. and J 110. R., a1:d three 
<laughters, all prosperous and exce11ent citizens. l\f r. Po\vell is 

· i a 111an of large physical stature, has enjoyed robust health, and 
., , f 1 • ,.. • 1·,.. 1 . . d 1 a1111n tne scenes o 111s 1ront1er ne, 1as 111a111t~1ne... a c 1aracter 

irreproachable for integrity, and beautified hy christian Yirtues . 
• -\ fc~\V v~·eeks after Powell :-:ettled 011 Squa,v creek 1 \V. J. Rich­

_ard~on and \\1il1ia111 Robi1ise:11 stttled on the Paluxies, Richard­
son 011 th~1.: prong \vhic!1 bc.-'.-:'_rs his 1Ja1nc- ~ he is still li\·ing in 
Scurry connty, having ren10Y(d fron! I-Iced county ou1y a fe,\· 
years ~go. RobirsGn hr:.s Jcrg teen (:c::-:.d, ·hut one ::on and possi­
bly othc;rs of his children sti11 liYe 011 FalnxY. ..A.bout the sa1ne . . 

ti111e (~idcon ,Iills settled c,n tht 111ai11 Paluxy, about \\·here A.n-
dre-.v Jackson 110\,· lives. He is still liYing, at a ripe old age, at 

Big Springs; Texas. He became ciosely identified with mai:_~J 



Jj! _·_6_. ______ H_o_o_n_c __ o_u __ N_T_\'._-__ H_i_s_T_o_R_\:·_. _ II 
: i the affairs affecting Hood county. ii 

Col. G. -~· Rucker, ,vith his 1nother, J\1:rs .. 11. L. Rucker, lo- •t 

cated on the east side of the river in 1854, and gave na111e to the 
creek, and once started, the Colonel has been !ocating e·ver since. 
He is a character too well known and identified with Hood coun­
ty, and this section of the state, to be passed. by ,vith a 1nere 1nen­
tion. It is not kno,vn when nor by Vf hat 1neans he acquired his 
military title, but certainly not fron1 having hailed fron1 Ken­
tucky, as he was originally fro1n Tennessee, but how far back no , : 

l I one seems to kno,v, and being still a "young 1nan", and a bach- : ! 
1 elor, few have the temerity to seek infor111ation on this poh1t. 

He never sought nor held civil office, and it is sur1nised that he . , 
acquired his military title by a process of gradual absorption of ! : 
that ~uch distinction, fro1n the n1any exploits and adventures he ; : 
has engaged in with the opposite -sex~ He possesses fair educa- •

1

.: 
tion; is learned in the land la,vs of Texas; keenly [11ive to the • '. 

f I weakness of the human family, is therefore, a h111Eanitarian of : : 
the agnostic school which knows of no sheol. But to relate all : : 
the adventures in which the Colonel has figured ,vould be to tax : : 
the credulity of my readers or subject 111yself to the charge of a ; 
Don Quixot\c effort, rather than the pursuit of a sober line of : '. 
plain history. He is a man good at heart towards his fello,vs, 

. I • 

ever ready to heal the wound and cover up the frailty. 

CHAPTER IV.-PIONEERS. [Continued. J 
The valleys of Fall, vValnut, Rucker and Long creeks, on the 

east of the river, as early as 1852-3, began to be settled, and 
among these early coiners were Robert Crockett and his n1other, 
Elizabeth Crockett, widow and son of the illustrious Davy Crock­
ett. A few years after her settlement, the .,.,i\:-ido,v died and her 
retnains were put to rest at Acton cemetery. Robert Crockett 
lived many years a quiet and useful citizen, having for several 
terms held the office of County Commissioner. He ,vas a veteran 
of the war of Inde~ndence. The Crockett posterity help to 
swell the population of Hood county, and an1ong then1 2re 1nany 
useful and influential citizens. · 

• 
R. S. Proffett, no-\v residing at Cen_ter Mills, on the northern 

I ' 

i : 
i f 

I : 
I : 
i I 
I I 

I ! 
! \ 
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boundary of Hood, a man of sterling ,vorth, ·whose influence for 
good in all the past, has been no s1nall factor in elevating the 
general character of the people of this section, the late John R. 

: Sykes, another most excellent citizen, 1\1:alachi and Absolem 
Gregory, and Joseph and Charles Baker, just over in Parker, the 
Huffstettler's, .li.lex McCreary, and a great many others, qui~e 
,vorthy cf note, began to people this section east of the river from 
and after 1852 

Hnlltown, on the prairie about three miles to the east of ...t\.c­
ton, w2s a settlement ty a fan1ily cf Hulls, and on Fall creek 
the Ledbetter's. Prcl~,biy among the first to settle about the. 
present site of Acton ·were W. L .. Rip:i:::etoe, -- \Tannoy, Geo . 

• S1nart, Hiram Steei, A .. llison family and Peter James. 
Lower do\vn the river, at quite an early date, were the .. A.bbeys, 

and Wm. Herne.on, who gave their respective 1~an1es to the val­
leys they settled; ·and across to the ,,:est side of the river, Wylie 
Long, a typical frontiers-m~n, perpetuated his name in Long val- · 
ley, and up Squaw creek ,vas Wn1. McDonald, ,vhose posterity 
are generally c1istri1ui.eu in this 1ocality; cne of his daughters be­

,· ing the accon1plished ,vife of Jeff Rylee, v,hose father, '\::"'. J. Ry-
, I 

; 
1 lee, too, ,vas an early con1er. ''Uncle Jack" Ed,vards,. who liv-

. 1 ed a few 1ni1es helo'\v Granbury, en the east side of the ri~er, a 
: i well kno,vn "old tin1er", contributed largely to flood's popula-
, l 
: ; tion. I\fany of his children have gote ·west ~nd are good cit-
:: 1zens. One d~ughter, Mrs. J. K. P. Harriss, resic~es on Strouds 

creek. 
" About the site now occupied by Granbury, "Uncle To1n1ny" 

Lan1bert settled, about 1854, and gave nc:nJe to the spring branch 
ii ,vhich ilo'V\~s through town, being ~.n:ong the first to venture ,vest 
'. ! of the Brazos. He hrd_ a large fa111ily, and for 111any years his 
: [ ho111e in the early cays 0f Grar,; bury, ,vas the principal stopp~ng 
• I 

~ ! place for travelers ~nd othc:-r ccr~rciers. He, together v.rith j. F. 
: i & J. :Nutt, <lon~ted the site of 40 ::cres for the original town. 
I I 

! ! Those 0f his chilc1re11 still survivi11g are inostlv in the ,vestern 
; I -' • 

! ) counties, but Davjd Lan11:ert still kno,vs how to 1nake far1ning ! : 

Ii in Hood pay. ill 
\ \ Amon Bond, Wm. Gafford and Austin.Yates c~~sse~ . :~~ _Bra- \ i 
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zos and settled on its ,vestern banks about the sa111e year, 1854. 
The first nan1ed settling ,vith his large family at the place kno,vn , 
as Stockton, formed the nucleons of a settle1nent ,vhich, subse­
quently uniting ,vith that of Tho111as Lan1bert, near by, consti­
tuted the chief influence in the lccatior of the county site. -
..::.\.mong· A1non Bond's children, who settled around hi1n ,vith 
their fa1nilies, ,vere lVIrs. R. G. Peters, recently deceased, l\f rs. 

' ' 

Austin Yates, Mrs. Pleas Gafford, no,v living near Lipan, l\Irs. I 

Max,vell, now in Jones county, Henry Bond, in Nolan county, 
j : 

Mrs. l\!Iargaret "'\,Vright, now a citizen of Granbury·, -and surviving 
i 

~idow of the late Capt. l\. J. \Vright, and Mrs. Wm. Cha1nbers, , · 
long deceased. 

-Wm. Gafford, the father of Pleas Gafford, can1e with P. Thorp 
to Thorp· Spring; and Austin \:"ates, al:ove mentioned, settled 1 , 

fir:st at Dr. Watson's horse ranche, now the far111 of J. Ji. For1n-
1 l walt. A few years later he moved do,vn ana cpe11ed a s111all 
I I. 

f;irn1 on Lan1bert branch, on that fertile spot east cf Granbury, 
now within the truck farm of C. L. Edv.rards. In subseqent 
years he moved to where l\'.laj. V,..T. A. Duke no"\\" lives, and with 

. the aid of hjs good ,vife opened to the hungry and tired public '. · 
the "Yates House", a noted institution of the early days of ; · 
Granburv. . ., ; . 

Dr. vVatson, ,vhose stock ranche " .. as first located as above ! . 
i ' 

stated, subsequently settled at the foot of Con1ariche Peak, ""here 
I he and his good wife liYed for n1any years highly respected citi-

1 l zens, and having no children,. died at an infir1n o1d' age, and in 
I I 

i I poverty, having been in the days of his strength, a 1na11 in af-
: i · fluent circu1nstances. This aged pair of pious people cast the , 
l ! influence of their high 111oral character a111011g their associates of·! 
I ♦ ' 

i ! early days, by n1any of ,vhon1 still living they ·-.vi11 yet be re-
l I 
, I 

, , 1nembered. 
I I 

P. V. Rhea, a yet living octogenarian speci1ne11 of the hardy 
frontiersman, endowed ,vith a robust constitution and doublv 

• • •• ! 

fortified py an active out door life, and the occupation ,vhich he i l 

followed ; first attuned his lunnmer and a11\0 il to the song of j 

industry, west of the Brazos, a fev.r 1niles be1o,v his presen_t site, 
I 

at the mouth of Rough creek, about the same date. (1855.) He 
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has always been a sturdy, upright citizen; has reared a large ! I 
fan1ily, one of his sons has long been an influential citizen of· ! 
Stephens c9unty; another, Tom Rhea, assuming the father's \ i 
calling and profitjng by his instructions and experience, became ! i 
one of the best of blacksmiths and a most worthy citizen of Gran- ! I 

. , bury, where he died a few years. ago deeply lamented by fa1nily., 1 

· ' and neighbors. I 
' • : ! 

: ! CHAPTER V.-PIONEERS.-.t\.N EARLY SERMON.-KILLING OF 
' ' 
' ' 
' i 

i 
I l 

JERE GREEN. 
• i : 

Dnring the period of which I am no,v writing (1853 to the be- ; i 
ginning, of the civil war) the events and early settlements are I j 

' known mainly by the survivors of those times and perpetuated ! j 
only in their- traditions, and there is often such a -contrariety in I : 

• I I I 

! l their me1nory as to dates as to render it practically impossible. to \ \ 
[ ! make a chronological record thereof, nor is it practical for me _to [ J 

i I see and consult all those whose 1ne1nory is the sole depository of 1 

: 
1 these early events. Already I am placed under· obligations to ( · 

many, and yet there remain scores of others whom I desire to \. 
f consult on the 1natters of interest to this and a later period. · 
f Claiborne Arrington, and his sons, ,vith John Calvin; located 

.
I t~eir cattle on Stroud's c1eek in 1853, but did not move out with 
I their fa1nilies till 1855-6. Claib i\.rrington ,vas a conservative 
I and useful 1nan ; was one of those appointed by act of the legis­
J lature in 1866 as a commission to organize the county. He and 

his sons largely contributed to the n1aterial welfare of the county. 
The populous John S1nith fa1nily, probably possessing some· of 
the same spirit of adventure possessed by the worthy John, who 
.so a:d1nirably succeeded in captivating the dusky Pocahontas, to 

I the salvation of his head, also found their way to these parts, as 
there '\\rere at this early period no less than three of then1 _on . _ 
Stroud's creek and judging fro111 the na1nes by ~hich they \\rere 
respectively distinguished, ·probably like Capt. John, had formed · 
so111e kind of connection with the red men. Thev were · kno\\rn 

~ 

respectively as "Caddo", "Keichie" and "Co1na11che." · i 
~ Tho1nas P. Hehns, a 111an closely related to one of old Ken- :\ 

·i tucky' s early governors, and possessi~g- ~haracteristic hospita~~~~-- _I 
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;:II:· of the true bred Kentuckian, was found domiciled with his fan1- ii· 

ily an1ong the earliest settlers on Stroud' s creek. He is yet a 
citizen of Hood and his latch-string is still on the outs_ide. The 'l' 

:,·, Kickapoo country, according to the best inforntation I now have, 
: : _ was propably first occupied by George and Bill Allen, who locat- i 

~don Crockery creek, "Dad" Gillilan just below Lipan's pres- I 
I 

ent site, and John l\Iiddleton at l\'1iddl~ton Point, west of Lipan. I 
1 The latter natned lives at an advanc(!d age in the eastern part of ti 

the county. He was a leader in the early days. : .. 
The Blevins family of which "Uncle Dick" ",vithout _his I 

kno'Y'ledge, wish, will or consent," constituted a part, \\"ere fron-. i 
: i tiersnien of these early days, settling in the Brazos valley. oppo- I 
} :- site the mouth of Robinson creek. The hardships and alarms ~ 
1 l inc1dent to frontier life were never sufficient to dim the light of j 
.~ ! a jovial nature which always bean1s in the countenance of "Un- ·l 
ii cle Dick." ... .\..t one time, in a crowd of jolly associates, he 1nan- I 
t I • 

l l aged to excite their curi9sity as to the kind of ''socks'' he wore, f 
r r and thereupon a wager was ma.de by one and· promptly accepted· 
I ! 
i ! by another that his socks were not mates, and upon his pulling 
! ; 

I; off his boots, it was found he wore none at all. "Uncle Dick" 
-• ' 
_r \ did. not copy this frotn Jerry Simpson, for it happened long be-
l) fore Jerry's time. I give it both to illustrate his character, and 
. ! 

also the kind of entertainments practiced by those of early days. 
!. Let it be retnembered they were without gospel or circus. 
i ·. - Few congregations could be gotten together in these sparsely I 

seftled regions at this period, though rp.any bold and good 1nen I 
.·.: were found to carry the "good tidings" even into the 1nost dan- I 
; ; gerous habitudes of the savages, and the difficulties under which 
I!- they labored is well illustrated by an incident related by l\1rs. i 
· ·Wright, who soon after the settlement of her father, . .\.. Bond, f 

at Stockton, went ,vith other 1ne1nbers of the family to Thorp \j 

Spring to hear the first sermon ever preached in this i1111nedi-
,: ate locality. Th~ cong,egation asse1nbled did uot exceed a half I 
: : • dozen, and the preacher delivered his sermon near the spring, i 

and when he became hot and dry, went do'\Vll and quaffed its r 
·!; -waters, then returned to his place to conclude his holy 1nessage. ! 
~: i '' 

! t_ Unfortunately the name of this preacher is not remembered, but ;i 
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the seed sow~, L 'like the grain of mustard'' '"waxed a great tree'' 
and the "fowls of the air lodge in the branches of it", for the 
church of which he was a representative, have founded a famous 
University of christian learning at this place, receiving its pat­
ronage from far and near, of which more will be said hereafter. 

Pleasant Thorp having visited this locality as early as about .. 
1853-4, and located several valuable surveys of land, settled with 
his family about a year later, where his widow still lives, and 
where he founded the town of Thorp Spring. He was a man of 
strong personality, frugal znd ·energetic habits, placing the im­
press of his characteristics largely and deeply upon those of his : , 
period and vicinity. His children and grand-children are quite . i 
nu1nerous. 

Jere Green, ,vbose sons, Elijah and John, are. citizens of Som­
ervell county, settled also at an early day in the vicinity of Gran-

; i 

bury, and several years afterward while out with a party, con- : : 
'. I 

sisting of Woodson Bell, Wylie Price and ... .\.mor Bell ; all save l ! 
' Woodson being unarmed and poorly 1nountcd, were fallen upon ; 

by a party of Indians, and Green was killed about where P. H. 
Thrash's pasture now is, between Squa,v and Paluxy creeks. 
Woodson Bell, who rode a mule, not being able to n1ake time, 
dre,v his gun and held the Indians at bey~ while the other two 
escaped on their 1nustangs. Wo~dson Bell· was a well known 

· and influential 1nan in the early affairs of this section ; held the 
: office of county surveyor several terms, did a great deal of sur­
. veying and the ancient hacks of his handy hatchet are yet vis­

able in nearly every part of the county. He \Vas a tnan of ca­
pacity and opportunities sufficient to have accu1nulated wealth, 
of ·which he., however, see1ned indifferent. He possessed a gen­
erous nature, was contented with a humble and rude ho1ne 

' ' 
where he lived and died a poor n1an, but 

''Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere. n 

CHAPTER \ 7 L-SE'rTLEMENTs A'r BARNARD, AND HIMMOK AND 

. HALEY l\'lILLS. 

The record of events of the period prior to the organization of t 
Hood county, includes men of sister counties so intimately 3::5so;_ J 
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ciated with our own people as with then1 to constitute one co1n-
1nunity. Indeed in those days a con1munity of interest extend­
ed over a large territory. Barnard's 111il1, erected as early as 
about 1860, so near the confluence of the Paluxy and Squa,v 
creeks with the Brazos, all rich in fish, deer and turkey, as well 
as the soils \vhich produced the indigenous grasses and fruits in 
luxuriant growth, with pro1nise of future develop1ne11t into farms, 

, seetned to be the central object about which i1n111igratioi1 con-
1 verged, and then passed up these valleys. 
I ' 

Allen Holley, the Swank brothers and Baldy Martin are prom-
:: inent na1nes of 1nen who settled on Squaw creek near its 11101.1th, 
: I 

' and all were men of influence. Baldy Martin, "'ho is still a 
i; leading spirit in all that affects Glen Rose and S01nerYell county, 
: , now at an advanced age, surrounded by a large circle of rela-
, I 

i ! tives, not only of his own i1nmediate fa1nily, but of his brothers 
ii and the inter1narriage relationships. .A. large balance of power , 

has alwa..ys been conceded to the 1Iartin's in all the political and l 
public concerns of this locality, and "Uncle Baldy", as he is 

1
: 

known, ha~ always been the chief oracle of this potent influence. 
Farther up the Paluxy a man by the 11an1e of Goather erected 
another water 1nill, afterwards kno,vn as Hi1n111ons & Haley's 
111ill, no,v Paluxy, which also beca1ne the nucleus of another set­
tlement, extending up the several forks of Paluxy. Worthy of 
1nention among them are such 1nen as Jesse Ki1n1nel, still happy 
and jovial as a youth in the possession of his fine Paluxy farn1, 
bounded on the south by a range of hill country, which long ago 

. graphically 11a1ned the ~ '1\1:ountains of Hepsterda111. '' John 
Meek, a 111an of sober de1neanor, and of good influence, and one 
who has very largely aided in the pro1notion of good, ,vholly re­
riable and trustworthy in all his relations as a citizen ; he has 
raised 1nany children, all of ,vho1n have 111ade good citizens, and 
s01ne of the1n are a4vanced iu life. So that ''lTncle Johnny", 
fro1n the apex of a life constructed of eight decades of usefulness, 
looks co1nplacently do,vn upon the third generation of his de­
scendants. His children were settled close about hi111 for 111any ., 

I 

years, but finally began to spread out into other parts. A.be 
Young, who married one daughter, has been a merchant at I 
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Stra,vn, Texas, for so1ne years past; Sam King, I believe is in 
Erath; he is another son-in-law. His two sons, Cris and Cave, 
have been for n1any years a1nong Hood county's best farmers, 
but are now about to locate in the coast country, where flowers, 
fruits and mosquitoes flourish the year round. W. S. Ethridge 
holds on to his 1nercantile business at Paluxy, where he has been 
engaged in business for about t)venty-five years past, and is a 
man of wide influence. And still another son-in-la,v, Ben Earp, 
no,v lives near ~{organ's Mill. He w.1s the well known wit and 

.. humorist of this settlement, and on 1nail days, while the neigh­
bors were waiting to be served, as on all occasions, he was ·ready 
with his ,vit to turn the crowd to roaring at the expense of some i . 
one. He was a good farmer as well as a joker. 

CHAPTER \~IL-PIONEERS," CON'fINUED.-]ESSE CARAWAY ANJ 

ISAAC Co,vAN. 

A few 1niles above Paluxieville is.situated "The Rock Church," . 
erected at an early date for the triple uses of Masonic hall, school . 
and church servicc3 for the com1n11nity. 1\.1nong the leading 

! : spi.rits of the early days in this vicinity were Jesse Caraway and 
11 Isaac Cowan, both North Carolinians by birth, fron1 whence in 

their young n1anhood they e1nigrated to Gibson county, Tenn., 
.\\·here they re1nained for a short time, and thence ca1ne to Texas 
and settled respectively on the Paluxy and Richardson creeks, 
about the year 1859. ·They were clos~ly related by n1arriage, 
and because of tµeir pro1ninence iu the affairs of their titne and 
localitv are entitled to 1nention here. Cara\vav had 1narried in . ~ 

"fennessee, ::\1iss Elizabeth Keathley, who still survives and re­
}. sides at the long-cherished. hon1e near the Rock Church, which 

1 ,vas ,von hy then1 through 1nany years of fa~thfnl labor, watching I and suffering during the period of and following the civil war, 
i \\~hen the Indian depredations \Vere frequent and cruel. During 
t these trying ti1nes, and up to the date of his death in 1893, Jesse 

Cara:way was ahvays noted as an excellent citizen, good practical 
! fanner, and useful to his con11nnnity as a builder up of those in­

stitutions ,vhich promote civilization and dispense charities.· He . 
+ ,vas kn•:>,vn as the father of the l\1asonic Lodge, \vhich has so f 

l 
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i long flourished at this place. He \\ras engaged in several Indian 
i 
; pursuits a:ad fights, and in one of these, upon his party overtak-
1 ing a party of Indians, his swift horse carried hi1n quite into the 
I midst of the savages and he received a severe arro\\· ,vound. His 
I children consisted of six sons~ L. J., Bryant, .A.dan1, .Archie, John 

and \Villian1-all except t,vo, I believe, still living-and four 
i • daughters: l\Irs. Jno. R. Jones, ~f~s- :VIcI)er1nott, l\1rs. Roberts I 
•,· and the first wife of Joel Counts. 'fhose living are all exe1npla-

ry citizens of Hood. and neighboring counties. The contribu-

l
j ti~ns from this fa1nily to the serYice of the Confederacy \Vere, 

including a nephew residing ,vith the1n, three gallant soldi(:rs. 

I
:: Lieutenant Luke J. Cara ·way and. his brother, Bryant, were capt­

ured at .A .. rkansaw Post \vhile serving under Gen. Churcl:ill, and 
after being in prison a\vhile were again in service, and Bryant 
was wounded at the battle of !vlissionary Ridge. The nephe,v 
distinguished hi1nself under Gen. l\icCulloch in his first battle by_ 
cl1arging upon an Indian foe and hacking one to death ,vith his 
hunter's knife, ,vhich gallantry \Vas properly recognized by the . 
General in the pro1notion of young Caraway. But whv should 
I expand 1ny1 story to such broad realms? Only but to sho\v that 
Hood county furnished her quota of heroes to the lost cause . 

... '-\.side front what I have already said of Luke J. Cara\vay, l note 
further that he was born on that fertile and patriotic spot kno\vn 
as the old Davy Crockett far111 in Gibson county, Tetlnessee, 
hence ·his standing as farmer and de1nocrat seems not to be ,vith­
out foundation from his very beginning. Let 1ne . here observe, 
by the way, that Texas 1night afford to buy that old Tennessee 
fartn and go into the husbandry of raising citizens, such as it has 
furnished her in the past. Luke Caraway, when a young n1an, 
studied and practiced law for a titne, but subsequently proved to 
be a better far1ner than law·yer, and lately has aspired to legis­
lative honors of which he has been deferred till fortune 1nay 
smile more fa_vorably .upon his suit. 

Of Ike Cowan, I would say, that though a citizen of Erath 
county, he has al\\"ays exerted a potent influence in. the affairs of 
.Hood county, and rendered many valuable services on the fron-

i 

tier during the stirring period of the civil war and afterward. i 
! 
I - -·- -· - - -- - -- --- - - - - . - -
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He, ,vith Jesse Cara,vay, \Vn1. Graves and :..\Ir. Sin1pson made an 
expedition noted for _its pe.ril and suffering, to bring back Capt. 
john C. Lo\v of the Ranger service, ,vho had been taken sick at 
Fort .Chadborne and ,vas in peril. The party encountered a se- 1. 

vere norther on the plains and suffered intensely, several dying 
fro1n its effects. 

Isaac Cowan, Col. Buck Barry, of Bosque county, and a gen­
tlen1an for1n Johnson county (,vhose nan1e the writer has not ' 
been able to obtain) acted under the appointment of County , 
Judge Landers and his associates as a sort of extraordinary com-

. mission of arbitration to settle the location of the county site 
after the people at several elections had failed to do so in a man-

I ner satisfactory to the a11thorities. A.nd no doubt the diplomatic 
skill of Ike Cowan ,vas instru~ental largely in fixing the site of : 
the city of Granbury, where it still remains, and no\v seems by 
the lapse of titne to be fir1nly settled, though for n1a11y years this 
action was the subject of 111uch 1nurmuring and discontent in 
several quarters. Isaac Cowan, in his younger days, was fond of · 
hnntiug, and enjoyed keeping a pack of fine hounds. He· has , 

... been a 1nan of strong affir1native character and has prospered, 
I, a democrat of the "heart of oak" type, has raised several sons, 

a~d a daughter, all valuable citizens of Erath county, except one 
recently moved to the Panhandle country. Prior to coming to 
'rexas, Mr. Co,van enjoyed a personal friendship with Andrew 
Jackson and ,vas always such an admirer of that great ·democrat 
that Luke Cara,vay says he is still voting for Jackson. · 

There are a nu1nber of other people of the Paluxy section who 
1night appropriat{:ly be n1entioned as frontiersmen of the period 
of \vhich I now \\?rite, but to sketch them all would fill many 

• 
books. 'rhere are also 111any incidents ,vhich it ,vould be very 
interesting to relate \Vere I sufficiently inforn1ed of the facts. I 
therefore earnestly request all in possession of facts of in1portance 
to note .them and forward or hand to 111e, that I may include the1n 
in proper order of ti111e. I ackno\vledge thankfully 1nany favors 
of this kind alreadv received . ., 

,,j . . ----------
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CHAPTER vir1.-PIONEERS CoNTINUED.-PETER GARLAND.- I 
NIGHT A.TTACK ON THE CADDOS-RESCUE GAP­

~-\. "FRESH FROM THE S~ATES." 

Pete~ Garland was an early settler of energy and sp1nt identi­
fied with 111any of the itnportant €:vents anterior to and after the 
organization of Hood county. He first settled upon Barton 
creek, and it was he who organized and led the assault upon the 
Caddos near Golconda (Palo Pinto) in 1859. This u·nfortunate 
affair, to which allusion has already been 1nade in Chater III, 

was of such widt: and baleful results upon the frontier settletnents 
as to cause a considerable retrograde tnovement of tho;:,e settled~ i­

far west of the Brazos upon that stream, and thereby giving to. 
the territory of which Hood was cotnposed a citizenship origi­
nally designed for the farther west ... A.nd fidelity to 1ny subject 
admits of the following account of it, as given by -1\fr. D. H. Ed­
dleman: 

A man na:ned Lavender, on Bu~k creek, reported a1nong · the i 
I: whites that he had been deliberately shot at by Caddo Indians ' 

camped on Sunday creek, and so aroused the whites that_ John I 
l Middleton df "Middleton Point" organized and led an assaulting I 
j party against the camp of the Cadd?s, but before bringing on the t 
1. attack, a parley was had and upon _the Indians denying the charge I 

' of having fired upon Lavender, it ,vas agreed that they should I 
re1nove their catnp frotn the settlement in peace, which stipula- i 
tion they complied with by tnoving to the vicinity of Golconda. · • 
Meanwhile Garland Having organized his post at Stephenville 
soon got upon the trail of the departing Caddos, and not being 
advised of the foregoing stipulations, and finding ren1nants of 
female apparal, with perhaps other evidences along the trail from 
which they concluded that the Indians· had co1n111itted 1nurder 
and other depredations against ,vhite wo111en, their ca1np being 
located, the night assault ,vas planned, resulting in the killing of 
all the Indians in th~ camp, save perhaps t,vo squa·ws and as 
n1any children. John Stephens of the attacking party ,vas also 
killed. Subsequent investigation see1ns to have fully exonerated 

I:;

. ~he Indians from the cri111es itnputed to then1, · but it is quite · 
probable that feelings of hostility had gradually been growing up 

... -.......... -· . ., .... _,.,,,. .. ,. .. ---
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for so111e ti1ne between s01ne of the white settlers ,vho had suffer-
, 

ed depredations upon their stock and. the Caddos, which required : : 
but slight circu1nstances added as fuel to that fire ,vhich brought- : · 
forth such fury upon the ahnost defenseless Caddos, ·while , 
peacefully sleeping on that fatal night. The revengeful spirit of 
the Indian ·was now aroused throughout the Caddo tribe, the \\-·ar 
paint put on, 1nurder, rapi11e and consternation carried into the 
white settle1nents indiscriminately. In the retrograde n1ove1nent ' 
Gar land settled on Stroud' s creek a tout a n1i1e a.hove 'rhorp 

· ' Spring, and see1ns always to have been a daring fighter and bit-
, . 

ter foe of the Inciians, inspired by a deep.seated hatred of the race. 1 

He ,vas engaged in other fights ~nd pursuits of thetn, one of which 
ger1n2ne to my text, occurred about the close of the civil ,var, 
at what is known as l~lnC:icn Gap," or sometimes called "Rescue 
Gap," fro111 the circumstance: of this fight. T,his is a pass in the 
n1ountainous rt:gicn of f&lo Finto ccunty through which the In- . 1 

dians in their depredations into the settle111ents made their entry \ ! 
and ~xit, a~d to ·which the ,v bites on being apprised of their pres- [ j 
ence would bastfn in the here cf cuttjng them cff with their 11 

l booty. ·on the cccasion refer1ed to a ccnsiderable band of Indians !I'. 

I having stoi{n ir.to the H:ttlcn:rnts, oo-rcd to the east of the :_.1: 

;I Brazos, and an1011g other depredaticns tr.urC:erec Jim Savage, a 
recently returned ex-Confederate and l1is ,vife, residing on Spring 
creek in Parker county, tcok his two children, a boy and a girl, 

? captives. l\1ean,vhile the ·whites discovering the presence of the i. 

I Indians, repaired to the ''Gap'' in ti1ne to intercept them. Among : : 
f this party ,vere (~-arland, Jeff Scott, Uncle Billy Powell and prob-
i ably .other Hood county 1nen. The Indians co1ning up after some 

I
; fighting, the two sn1al1 captive children availing the1nselves of i 

1 
an apportunity afforded during the fighting, clambered upon a t 

' prominent rock, and the eldest, so1ne ten or t,velve years old, 1 

i 1nade signals to the \Vhites, by ,vhich they ~\vere discovered to be ! 
_; ·white children, a rush ,vas 1nade to the· spot and the children I 
) rescued. .J.. 

Peter Garland lived for 111anv vears an honored citizen of Hood .L 
- ,J -' ~ 

, county, holding the office of County 'freasurer for several years ; ___ 
1 J after the organization of the county. He was a man of stout , 
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physical appearance, and had been so put upon the alert by his ! 
encounters with the Indians that fe,v persons in this section knew I 

so well as he the topography of the counti.:y. He could travel for I 
n~any 1niles by the light of the stars with more accuracy than ( 
1nost 1nen by that of the noonday sun. He ,vas a ''rough ashler'' 
of frontier citizenship. Illustrative of his plain and direct 1neth­
ods of 1naking hi1nself understood I relate the following incident: 
Late one evening in l\iarch I8jI, a young 1nan of seedy aspect 
appeared on· the _public square in Granbury and introduced hin1-

.. self into a crowd of officials in front of the -old log court house, 
Garland being one of the ntnnber. The young 1nan being ques­
tioned, it was learned that he was a "fresh" fron1 ~entucky," and 
desi~ed to locate for the purpose of taking up the study and prac­
tice of ]a,v. He ,vas kinrlly advi:;ed to consult Capt. 1\1:ihvee, an 
old lawyer, and Garland proposed, as he lived near l\{ilwee's and 
was soon going home, to escort hi1n there, ,vhich_proposition was 
acceptable, and the young tnan a\\i·aiting Garland's convenience 

: i was strolling off frotn the court house, when Garland-hailed. him 
' ; 
I ! to go, by calling out, "' Squire ! 'Squire ! " but no response co1n-

ing, he readily took in the situation and yelled, '~1 say yon 111an, 
with the ragged pants on," instantly the "fresh" young- 1nan 
recognized that it ,vas hi1uself that ,vas being called and then for 
the first titne learned that in Te-xas lawyers were called '' Es­
quire," that distinction \\rhich in Kentucky ,vas only couceded to 
Justices of the Peace.' 

CHAPTER IX.-P10N EERS, Co~:-rrNuEn.-DA vI J Eonr...E~1AN. -. . 
JUDGES. C. CROSS A~D OTHI-:R SETTLERS OX BERRY'S, 

ROBINSON AND PALUXY CREEKS-INDIAN LE­
GENDS-THE "DEAD LINE"-l\IILITIA. 

I am indebted to D. H. Eddletnan for n1any i1nportant ite111s 
of early ti111es. His father, !)avid Eddle1na11, ,vas a pioneer of 
this section, having.first settled in Parker county in 1853 while 
D. H. was a s1nall boy; he re1noved after,vards to Buck creek, 
Palo Pinto county, where he resided until 1859, ,vhen, with oth­
ers, he was driven back upon the Brazos by the hostility of the 
Caddo Indians, occasioned by their ca1np having been attacked 

:;..;...;~-------·-___.. _____ ....._ _______ -------·· ·~--__ .._ ____ , __ , __ _ 
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,vith indiscrin1inate slaughter of their 111en, \\·01nen and children 
by ,vhites. David Endle1na11 Gied in Hood county about 1883 or 
1884. D. H. Eddle111an, the son, 110\Y ct citizen of Hood, gre\\r 
up a1nid scenes of f1ontier life; as a toy he often played ,vith the 
Caddo Indian children prior to their hostiiity. H'e helped in· the 
building of the noted Barnard's 111ill, \\' hich occurred about 1860. 
Up to the ti111e of the afore~aid as~ault upon their camp, the Cad- I 
dos ,vere not·only friendly w·ith the ,Yhites, but \Yere in dead en- I 
1nity ·with their traditional foes, the savage Co111anches. One of I 
the old 1nen of the Caddos related to Ec:dlen1an how at one ti1ne i 
long auterior to the white settlements, a Grouth of such magni- j 
tnde and duration· prevailed in this section that sufficient ·water· , 
for a horse to drink could 11ot be crossed in territory between the I 
Red river and Colorado. I 

J ndge S. _C. Cross, a n1a11 of both 111e11 tal and physical charac- ! 
teristics, quite the opposite of tl~ose of Peter (;arland, \\·as an 
early settler on Berry's creek, \\'here he loca,ted. ·with his family ~ 

in the fall of 1858, and I a1n 111uch under obligations to his surviv-. ! 
ing wido\\,. and daughter, l\!I rs. :.\IcClanahan, for infor111atio11 con-· ~ 

cerning their surroundings. ..-\ t the ti111e of judge Cross' settle- i 
1nent the pecan crop ,va~ so plentiful that the children could rake ~ 
the111 up fron1 the ground by the hatfu1, ~u1d they used the1n for 
chicken fee<l, by beating then1 up fine, and during the· season 
liYed upon the fattest of fo\vls. A.s \vell as plentiful supplies of 
wild ga1ne, Judge Cro~s brought out so1ne hogs, being, as Mrs. • 
Cross thinks, the first introduction of S\vinc into this section. 
They fattened and gr~,v su prolific upon the pecan atid other 
111ast that soon the region f ron1 the Palnxy to Kickapoo beca111e 

I stocked with se,·eral hundred of the1n, 111any gro,ving ,vi1d and 
! beco111ing, iu tune, the property of snch as could capture the1n, 
i by Cross' consent. J u:lgc Cross 111oved fron1 Berry's creek to 
j <._;ran bury in the fall of r 87 r, ,vhere he resided a useful citizen. 
i until his.death. He ,vas a 111an of strong conYictions, but gentle 
I and flexible 111a1111ers, ,Yith lofty a1nbition. His children are use­
I ful and honor~ble citizens of the conn ty, W. B. Cross having for 
i 

~. the past four years occupied an i1nportant position in the State 
Land ()ffice. 
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In those ante-bellu1n days (half forgotten by the survivors) 
there '\\.,.ere in this section many 1nen in connection "\\"ith whose 
lives and conduct doubtless 1nany incidents of interest ,vorthy to 

: · be recorded existed; but so vaguely reme1nbered are they now as 
: : to defy absolute verification. I trust those interested in these 
' I : : sketches may aid me in bringing these interesting facts to record. 
: i 
• r Among the pioneers settled upon the waters and tributaries of 
; I : 
1

' Paluxy in that section of county, now constituting· the western . ! 
i part of Hood and eastern part of Erath counties, and most ex- • ! 

posed to -Indian depredations were, Ben Tinnon, Andrew Jack- • i 
son, ,still living there, D. P. lV[cWhorter, who ~ubsequently mov­
ed to east of the Brazos where he still resides, Jesse Daniel, John : : 

I-

; ; Piercy, Mr. l\icMickle, l\'.Ir. Hill, Ruck Tanner, Dan and Tom 
; : Rhodes, New111an Osborne, B. ..A.. Highto'\\·er, a Mr. Frazier, 
! : from ~horn Frazier \?'alley, in Erath county, takes its na1ne, and 
; ! 

! ! many others ,vhom I should like to mention, besides those here- · i 
; i tofore mentioned. ,There was a small settlement about four 
i I 

\ '. miles from Cross' place, on Berry's creek, known as Hookerville, :
1 

~ 
l ! which was a place of rendevous for mutual protection in times of i; 
J danger._ ~en Sparks had a mill and an orchard at !1is settlement 
:J on Robinson creek, where the settlers for 1nany 1ntles went for 
J their ITTinding, and s01netimes for fruits. The ladies traveled on i 

I 
1 1 horseback and often carried their pistols to the horn of their sad- 9 

dles. Esquire McKinzie was also a settler on Robinson creek, I 
and \Vas. a man of influence and character, holding places of trust i 
in his C!)mmunity. He ren1oved fron1 Hood countv s0111etime ~ 
prior to 1880, and _is probably still living in :\fontague county at j 
an advanced. age. David and l\Iarion Self, "\\rho are citizens of ~ 

Lipan neighborhood, ,vere among the early ti1ners. These gen- I 
tle1nen are both highly respected far1ners and good citizens. i 

I What may have given na1ne to the various strea1ns and other I 
· · objects in this vicinity would be matter of interest and curiosity. I 

Presumably many ~f the stre3:ms and places derj ved their nan1es 
fro1n the early settlers, as ,vas the case ,vith Richardson and 

l Rucker's creek. But ,vho was it that gave the names of Robin- I 
son, Long and Stroud to these respecti Ye streams? Various le­
gends exist as to the nan1e borne by. Squaw creek-are that it 
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gre,v out of the circu!nstance of an Indian squaw, \\·ho having 
been lost fro1n her tribe, ,vas found on this stream. .i\.nother is, 
that a squa,v was killed here, \Vhich occasioned a battle on the 
cr~ek between contending tribes, or parties of Indians. Paluxy; 
or Baloxey, as ,vell as Kickapoo, being Indian names. \" arious 
valleys along the river deri~ed na1ne fro111 early settlers, as High­
to,ver valley, from Joshua Hightower, Dawe;:; valley frotn John 
Davis, Peveler valley for the Peveler fa1nily. Prior to the war, 
Con1anche Peak postoffice served a considerable scope of country 
west of the Brazos ,vith 111ail facilities. The Brazos river \\"as 

called the ''dead line'' because of the danger fro1n Indians west 
of it, although 1nany depredations .,vere perpetrated by thern on 
the east side. Citizens had organized tnilitia cmnpanies to 
protect the settle1nents, and they served by reliefs for ten days, a 
party being always on the scout to watch and give prompt notice . . 
of the approach of Indians. 

CHAPTER x.~PIONEERS, Cos·rINUED.-LOGAN AN:) ABE LAN­

DERS.-THR NUTTS.-A FERVENT PRAYER.-SADDLES 

AS TROPHIES OF INDIAN WARFARE. 

Logan Landers ca1ne fro1n east Texas and settled, about 1855, 
on the Brazos riYer at Stockton. He has long been dead, leav­
ing several children, among who1nare vV. H. and Lee Landers, jr., 
citizens of Hood. '"rhis family of Landers' ,vere not destined to 
re1nain on the fro1i tier long separated from their kindred, for in 
1858 they were followed by a brother, Abe Landers, with his 
large fan1ily, and his son-in-la"·, Jesse F. Nutt, and since then 
the families of Landers' and Nutts, by their numerical strength 
and 111oral force have s"·ayed perhaps a greater influence in the 
public affairs of Hood county than any other single connection of 
kindred people. In the year following (1859) David Nutt, the fath­
er of Jesse F., ,vith his other sons, Jacob, .. A.be and D. L., came 
and settled on the ,vest of the Brazos, and shortly afterwards l\Irs. 
Wright, a daughter, whose husband, A .. J. Wright, had enlisted 
fron1 Missouri in the Confederate army, ca1ne with her children 
and 1nade their ho1ne here. .A.be Landers was a man of GOnsider~ 
able note. He was a native of Tennessee, but had removed thence 
to Missouri in 1840, where, prior to coming to Texas, he had 
served three tertns in the legislature as representative from New-
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ton county, and one tern1 in the senate. A.fter settling in Texas 
he see1ns to have led a quiet life on his Brazos farn1 until the or­
ganization of Hood county, some years later, \\"hen his pron1i­
nence and character again brought him into public life and he was 
chosen the first County Judge, which office he held through the 
term. His antecedents as an incun1b~nt of political offi~e perhaps 
were not such as to have developed in him those qualities 1nost 
essential for a judge, but ho,vever this may be, bis faithful adher­
ence to his friends in both public and private life gave him power 
and influence which seems to have been '\\"ielded in the overruling 
of ''beastly majorities'' in the settlement of that vexed question 
of the location of the county seat, the first difficulty ,vhich con­
fronted hi1n·and his associates in office in the newly fortned coun­
ty. The details of his official life, ho"\\·ever, will 111ore properly 
occur in a future chapter. Judge Landers, upon again retiring to . . 
private life, '\\·as now aged and infirm, and having ""ell served 
his generation, died about 1870, lamented by his many friends 
and kindred. His children, as ,vell as those of his hrother Logan, 
as already mentioned, have been a1nong the most'staunch-citizens 
of Hood county. He had eleven sons and <laughters, among 
whom are A.. R. and C. L. Landers, now· residing in Erath coun­
ty, William and Charles Landers, and the \Vives of j. F. Nutt 
and Jack Gregory. 

Jesse F. Nutt, as already stated, catne to Texas "·ith Judge 
Landers in 1858. From his own account he does not seem to 

• 
have prospered for several years. He, too, ,vas a Tennessean, 
but removed to Missouri and thence to 'rexas. He had lost his 
eye-sight several years prior to his settle1nent in Texas, and his 
affliction occasioned hi1n to lead for so1ne time a1i inactive life, 
but the spirit of th_e man was not to be suppressed by such a cir­
cumstanc~, and during the early part of the \\"ar he employed 
himself in traveling about the country selling hats of a Confeder­
ate make. This, however, did not seen1 to be a profitable busi­
ness, a_ud as there seemed at this time to be a great demand for 
."groceries," after the close of the ":-ar he secured a capital of $30 
and entered business at Stockton~ At that tin1e merchandise had 
to ~e hauled in wagons fron1 Houston or Shreveport~ and possi­
_bly it was owing to this_fact that "Uncle Jesse's" groceries al-
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ways arrived in a ~~,vetn conditicn. However this n1ay be, such 
condition did not affect the1n as a 1n3:rketable ar~icle, n1ost of his 
custo1ners fro1n long habit prefering the111 ,vet, and his business 
gre,v and he prospered frcm that ti1ne on. Uncle Jesse Nutt was 
often surrounded by danger from the Indian forays in this section. 
1'hey stole horses from the farms~ both at Stockton and at the 
Jack Wright place ,vithin 1.he pr<:sent bouncs of Granbury. On 
one occasion curing the ·war Uncle J e:sse, ,v hile en route to Ste­
phenville as a delegate to the Baptist association, had parties of 
Indians to pass both in front and in the rear of him, and while 
attending the association the news reached the111 of the killing by 
these same Indians of a ,vhite lacy on Palaxv: and· the circu1n-. - .,/ . 

stance enkindled the zealous spirit of the association to such an 
extent that prayer was i1n1nediately offere~ up, and Bro. Slaugh­
ter, a distinguished pioneer preacher still living in Palo Pinto 
county, led in the prayer and fairly raised the hair of Uncle Jesse's 
head; this,111ay be the reason he escaped the scalping knife._ It 
is proper to state just here that Uncle Jesse long ago ceased the 
sale of '·,vet'' groceries and has prospered in other business. 

Uncle Jesse Nutt tells of an incident that happened during the 
,var, when the old Indian fighters ,vere probably a\vay from hotne. 
The red-skins can1e ih on a foray of plunder, passing down Paluxy, 
and the Landers boys, I.,ee ~utt and others hearing of the1n, made 
up a party and proceded at once to the divide in the ,vestern part 
of ,vhat no,v constitutes Hood county to intercept the111 as they 
went out and recover the stolen horses. .A .. rriving at the proper 
place, the young 1nen unsaddled and lariated their horses on the 
prairie and secrett.:d the1nselves in the brush close by to await 

· events, vvhich shortly proceeded to happen, by the Indians com­
ing suddenly upon their horses and so statnpeding then1 as to 
cause thetn to break loose, ,vhereupon they were driven off by the 
Indians along ,vith their other booty. A.nd these gallant young 
Indian fighters returned ho1ne covered ·w·ith the trophies of war in 
the shape of their saddles lugged in upon th~ir backs. 
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CHAPTER XI-PIONEERS CONTINUED-THE NUTT BR0THERS­

B. H. AND WM. DENNIS-EARLY CABIKS-A. QUEER 

DOORVtlAY-HOSPITALITY OF THE FRONTIERSMAN. 

l\Iarion Landers ,vas also a son of Judge A.be Landers, who 
came to this section with his father. He died n1any years ago, 
leaving a son, Robert Landers, now living on Paluxy; atJd at the 
same place lives Jacob Nutt, fan1iliarly called, ''Uncle Jake." 
As has already been noticed, Abe and D. L. Nutt came with 
their father, David Nutt, in 1859. These Nutt brothers have 
figured very largely in the affairs of Hood county, especially ante­
rior and during the period of organization. Their father first settled 
at what was subsequently known·as the Jack Wright place, and 
now owned by J. F. Henderson. Uncle.Jake, though a great ad­
mirer of, and a favorate_ with the ladies, has never married; but 
nevertheless, has maintained and educated quite a nun1ber of the 
children of his relatives and friends, and is very popular with all 
who know him. He has other,vise been verv useful as. a second ., 

to his brothor, Jesse F., in a11 of their public and private enter­
prises ; and these t,~ro, fro1n the earliest period of their career 
here, have ever stood together as 1nutual suppe>rts. Both of cie­
voutly r~igious ten1pera1nents and ardei1tly itnpressed ,vith the 
faith and principles of the Missionary Baptist church, whose min­
istry were among the first to plant the standard of the Cross in 
the border life of this section ; they linked together their for­
tunes, their relir~ on and their names, and the combination under 
the style of "J. F. & J. Nutt" has endured here so long and been 
so faithful to obligations as to have become a synony111 of stead­
fast fidelity. Like his brother, "lTncle Jake" has long been af­
flicted with blindness, and some years ago their business and ac­
quisitions having greatly enlarged, including a fine far1n on Pa­
luxy, they probably thought that two blind men in one 1nercan­
tile establishtnent was more than enough, and Uncle Jake betook 
himself to the farm, wh~ch he manages successfully, with the aid 
of those who1n his kindness draws about him. But in this move 
no change ,vas made in their firm sty le, nor was Uncle Jesse left 
without the aid of that i111portant adjunctive me1nber, the young­
er brother, D. L. Nutt, who grew up from childhood on Hood 
county territory, and who having signalized hitns~lf by the tro-
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phies brought ho1ne fro1n that ca1npaign against the Indians, as 
1nentioned in 1ny last chapter, subsequently \Von the hand and 
heart of the daughter of that noted Indian _ fighter, Capt. Peter 
Garland; and has also figured considerably in affairs of the coun­
ty, though his physical ditnensions have seetned to forbid of his 
becotning the recipient of other than alder1nanic dignities in offi­
cial life. 1~he other brother, i\be, pursued the life of a far111er 
and having 1narrieci one of the daughters of Y. J. Ry lee, resided 
on the east side of the Brazos river till his death 1nany years ago. 
He \Vas a qniet and excellent citizen. 

A.11 these Nutt brothers have, by reason of their situation and 
clo.se connection with officials and public affairs and the natural 
kindness of their dispositions, at all tiines exerted a \Vhole­
some influence, and 1nost especially during the organic period, in 
keeping do\vn feelings of bitterness a1nong neighbors and friends, 
and thus preventing, in a great 111easure, those deadly feuds, 
,vhich ha\·e so often preYailed in, and disgraced other localities 
along border life. It 11111st not, however, be understood that this 
section ha~ entire!y enjoyed i1n1nnnity front· such disturbances. 
In early ti111es hostilities bet,veen f.1milies and individuals some­
titnes occurred, which resulted in bloodshed ; but a fair re­
search into the traditional p:t5t s::levelop.5 but few, and not of 
such 111agnitude as to have i111pressed contemporaries with their 
importance. .And at this titne an account of then1 1night be so 
inaccurate as to do injustice to the participants, yet he who essays 
to be a historian 11111st not skip too 111any of the dark pages, and 
accounts of so1ne these \vhen sufficiently verified, 1nay hereafter 
appear. 

The Dennis brothers, B. H. and Willian1, catne to Robinson 
creek with their father abont 1858, and have been energetic and 
influential in the affairs of the county. trhey were soldiers of the 
Lost Cause and after the \var was over, betook themselves suc­
cessfully to stock raising, \vhich business they have managed to­
gether, and like brothers should, have ever stood steadfastly by 
each other. 

Owing to the great distance fro1n the n1ills of the pineries and 
want of railroads 1nost of the business, as ,vell as d,ve1ling houses, 
,vere of the log cabin type, which perhaps still predominates 
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throughout the county~ hut instead of the pine floors and doors, 
shingle roofs and glass \\·indo,Ys, the earlier architects u tilize<l 
"puncheons," clap-boJ.rds and ra,,·-hides. But perhaps the ut-
111ost extent in the econotnic structure of house building ,vas at­
tained by a n1an nan1ed Blair, ,vho first settled Blair valley on 
the north boundarv of Hood, anJ ,v ho followed the business of 

~ ' 

n1aking saddle trees. In building his cabin, he just si1nply 01nit­
ted a log in one of the '\\"alls just over the floor, after the 111an11cr 
of the windo,v opening in the old conn try school house, where 
"we" graduated, and through this, entry and exit \Vere effected 
by assun1ing that humble posture of body, ,vhich w·e all should 
exercise in our dail Y devotions . . 

The cabin of the early settler ,vas the ,velcome resting place, 
as ,vell of the traveler an<l stranger, as of the faniily. On those 
rude floors, behind those ra \V-hide door:-;, ~nclo~ecf by the sa1ne 
four walls of sixteen-foot logs, tlLlt protected the settler and his 
,vife in one corner, his sons in another, his daughters in a thir\l, 
_there \Vas always a fourth corner ,vhere the stranger found at ,; 11 
titnes a hospitable and con1fortable con('h, secure ,against c-hilling 
weather, sayage foe and ho\vling ,,,.olf ~ and he usually had one 
of the stnaher urchins for a bei-fello,v, prob:lbly to act as a s >rt 
of moral balance ,vheel. 

.CHAPTER XII-ProxEERS CoNTINUED-J. A .. FoRM\VALT-BEx 

IRBY-JACOB \VASHBl:RN-JEFF SCOTT-CADDO SMITH AND 

OTHERS-IND!.:\~ CRAFTI~ESS-FOR::\f\VALT .-\S SOL-

' DIER, FARMER AND :\IERCHANT. 

No one whose life has been cast in these parts, has l,een 111ore 
true to the duties of citizen than J. A. For111,valt. Tall, co111-
ma-uding and con1posed 111 personal appearance, one would nat­
urally single hin1 on t atnong his fello,vs as a 111nn of soldierly 
qualities. He ,~las born at Knoxville, Tennessee, that noted 
center of a region prolific in the production of 111en of distinction. 
He \\"as first n1arrioo to the daughter of Col. D. K. ~IcE\:ven~ in 
:.\'lississippi ; was in California in 1849, back to :\lississippi, and 
thence to Texas in 1851. .-\.fter a residence in A.ndcrson and 
Freestone counties, he and Col. ::\lcEw·en ren10\·ed \Yith their 
fa1nilies to the border settle1nents, intending to have settled 1nuch 
farther up the- Brazos, but upon arriving here, learned of the 
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great disturbances breaking out bct\Yecn tht· Ca<l<los and the set­
tlers, an<l 110t caring to place the111seh·es, their fa1nilies and their 

property in such jeopardy, as tht:ir conte1nplated destiny, in the 
Yery niidst of the sayage c:.11nps, would haye e:\posed thetn. thty 
began to look about for honses here, and ~oon purchased a ~tc­

tion of land fro111 P. 'rhorp and settled on Stroud's cr~ek, just be­
low 'I'horp Spring. But in this settletncnt they soon found the111-
sel \·es uot exe111pt fro1n the perils of those penetrating forays of 
plunder and 11111r<ler, which no,\· Lcg~·,n to be so frequently prac­
ticed by the Indians. 'I'o those not acquain~ed \Vith the Indian's 
traits of character, it is hard to co1uprehend the adept boldness of 
these ,vild \\··orriors in their thieving e~peditions into the settle-
1nents, often tln~:arting the \,·isest dispositions and precautions of 

the settlers to saYe their horsts. 1'hns it is related bY D. L. 
Xntt, that on one occa-,ion, during the war, hi~ br0ther, A.be, 

cL1nc ho111e frotn the ar111y on a Yisit to his fathc-r's plaee, half a 

111i1e south of the present court house in (~ranbury, and it being 
understood that •he indians ,,·ere in the Yicinity, the horse he 
rode- ,vas placed for security iu the hall-\vay bet \Veen the two log 
houses, ,vhich \\"as also occupied b_,· I). I..,. Nutt, then a s1nall 

boY, as a bed-roon1 ~ but all this precaution \Vas insufficient, ~1s ., , . - ,, , 

on the follo,,·ing 111orning they a,,·oke to find the horse gone, and 

111occasin tracks to tell of his departure. .\nd l\'Ir. San1 H. Stnith 
tells of one occasion, ,,, hile he and other stock1ne11 ,\·ere ht·rding 

a droYe of horses farther ,,·est. ,.fhey \\·ent in ca111p for the night, 

keeping t,vo of the 1ne11 on guard all the ti111e to watch out for 
the lndiclns, protect the horses and give pro1npt alar111 in case of 

their approach~ but all to no purpose, as the India111s ca1ne so 
·~tealthily that no :--ign of ihe:111 \Yas discuyertd until they ,vere:­
rig-lit upon the horses and guards, sL.nnpeding both and altno~t 
rn1111ing the guards off \\·ith the horses, and before any defense 
con ld be 1nade t heY \Vere off \1:i th ahnost the en ti re herd . ., 

In this state of affairs. in the absence of adequate govcr111ne11t 

protection, citizens every,vhere on the border had to organize 
the111selves into 1nilitia co111panies in the hope that by ·watchful­
ness and pron1pt pursuit to be able in so1ne 1naasnre . to stay the 
hand of savage bntchery, and recover stolen property, \\·omen 
and children. .-\nd J. A. Forn1walt. keenly sensative to th~ de-
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1nands of public duty as ,vell as self-protection, frequently, at his 
own expense led a company of the militia far to the "\Vest in pur­
suit of the Indians, but o,\ting to the advantages possessed by the 
pursued over the pursuers in the circu111stance, among other 
things of the delays necessary in trailing them and insufficient 
supplies, For111,valt was never able to overtake then1, but forced 
to return after exhausting all their provisions, and suffering often 
for days without food for tnen 9r horses. On these occasions 
For1nwalt was ably supported by such public spirited neighbors 
and allies as Capt. Bet?- Irby, then residing on the east of the 
Bazos, in Parker county, and ,,-hose son, Dr .. A..lf Irby, formerly 
lived at Thorp Spring; Josiah Washburn, then settled in what 
is now kno,vn as the Dawes valley ; Jeff Scott, who resided near 
Thorp Spiing, and now in Jones county, and J. E. Smith of 
Stroud's creek, "'·ho was noted as an Indian traiier and always 
perfor1ned that itnportant d11ty by keeping in advance of the pur­
suing party. He is the sa1ne 111an who ~vas kno,vn as dCaddo" 
Sn1ith, heretofore referred to, and was a quiet, go8d citizen. All 
of the above n1entioned gentlemen ,vere influential and patriotic 
tnen in this section, useful and greatly respected by a11 who knew 
thetn. 

But soon the exigencies of a ne,v born Republic, struggling for 
recognition upon the 1nap of the world, called to its standard 
many of the brave spirits, v.d10 hitherto had ,vithstood the ·wiley 
savage; and J. l\. Fortnwalt in October, 1861, as a true born 
Southernor, enlisted as a private in Capt. Wm. Shannon's co1n­
pany to serve in the Confederate ar1ny, and in the spring follo,v­
ing Col. A. Nelson, to ,vhon1 this co1npany reported, \Yell dis­
cerning in the 1nodest private, qualities fit ting hi111 for co1nn1and, 
sent Formwalt back to the Brazos (Johnson and Bosque counties) 
to raise a co1npany ,vhich, ,vith the aid of J. A .. Willingha1u, ,vas 
soon acco1nplished. Formwalt ,vas elected Captain, ,\iillingham 
1st Lieutenant, and Jerry Johnson and George \Vakefield, fron1 
the neighborhood of ... .\cton, 2nd and 3rd I~ieutenants. .Among 
those '\\rho enlisted in this co1npany I am nov; enabled to 1nention 
the names of Add H uffstettler, J no. Ed'\\·ards, J atnes .A.lli5on, 
Mart Sikes, . .\ndrew Ledbetter, Clint Good,vin, -- .. Arrington, 
Manuel and Dan Gibson, and t,vo sons of Gabriel Deavers. This 
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co1npany was organized into Col. Nelson's Texas infantry, of 
which Roger Q. l\'Iills \\'as their Lieutenant .Colonel and after­
,vard Colonel. '"fhis regi111ent ,vas noted for gallantry and hard 
service: A.t the battle of Franklin, while serYing under those 
heroic c;.enerals, H. B. Granbury and Pat Cleburne, Fonnwa1t, 
as senior Captain in command of the regitnent, led it in that fatal 
assault and fell seYerely \vounded a111ong other heroes whose rich 
blood conuningled on the soil of Tennessee. .A.fter this he was 
:pro1noted to the rank of l\Iajor, but the war soon coining to a 

• 
close, he returned to his west Texas ho1ne, to find that his brave 
·wife, with her little children, had by the farm and the lootn 1nan­
aged to support and clothe the1nselves, ·while having suffered 
tnany dangers and hardships, known only to those who ,vere 
\Vithin the territory so frequently invaded by the Indians. l\Iuch 
of his property was ,vasted and gone, but ·with spirit yet undaunt­
ed, Formwalt set about ,vith his usual energy, the duties of a ci­
\·ilian, and soon btca1ne prosperous as a farmer. Early in the 
seventies he entered 1nercantile business at c;ranbury, but his 
kindly nature rendered it impossible_ for hi1n to resist the itnpor­
tnnities of the se>1neti111es unfortunate, and at other titnes unprin­
cipled debtor classes, and after a few years' experience he retired 
to his far1n 111uch crippled in fortune. . .. \.fter this he lost his no­
ble cotnpanion, and so1ne years later n1arried again, this time an 
esti111able <laughter of Judge Jowers of Palestine, w ho1n he had 
known in her childhood, and is now living a quiet life in Gran­
bury, serving his neighbors as n1agistrate, at the age of seventy­
five years, but ,vith figur~ still erect and buoyant steps appears 
not to be exceeding sixty. 

'r he 1narch of the soldier is ending, 
()n the hill-tops over the river 

The ca111p-fire lights are ascending 
To our (.;od, the ?\ierciful Giver; 

\Vhere co1nrades asse1nbling in glory,· 
A.t the heavenly gates are waiting; 

\\
7hile 111ortals in song and in story, 
Their valorous deeds are relating. 
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CHAPTER XIII-P1oxEERS, CoxTrxcED-SA:\1 S:.\IITu-l)AVIJ> 

KERR-KII .. LIX(; AXD SCALPI:'\G OF j. J-c:. PHILLIPS­

l)ECEPT10XS OF FROXTIER (~IRLS-.\ 

:\I !STAKE CORRECTEI>. 

\Ve11 advanced in life is ~Ir. s~un H. S111ith, no\'\· a citizen and 
111erchant of Granbury, and \Yho, though not till 1870 a resident 
of Hood county, yet, because his father ,vas settled at a very early 
date in our sister county of Parker, ,vhere the sou ,vas reared 
fron1 his boyhood a1nid scenes of danger and ,vild ad·.-~nture, de­
serves here to be chronicled as one of our pioneers. In 1859-60 
he served in Capt. A .. B. ~Iason's ranger co111pany in guarding the 
frontier settle1nents. .\.t the breaking out of the ,,rar in J 861 he 
enlisted in the Confederate ar111y and ·was a,:vay in that service till . . 
the end, having been severely ,,·onnded at l)onelsonville on the 
l\lissis:;ippi, fro111 the effects of \vhich he still suffers 1nuch. He 
,vas for several years engaged in the stock business on the upper 
Brazos and ha<l 111any adventures with the Indians, ,\·ho ,vere 
constantly preying 011 and driYing off his stock. He settled final­
ly about 1870 at .-\cton, \vhere he 1narried the daughter of G. B. 
Dillahu1lty. In 1882 he v;as elected assessor of Hooi county, 
and re-elected for the second tern1, at the conclusion of \vhich, 
though the desire for hi111 to continue in this office see1ned ahuost 
universal, yet he 1nodestly and voluntarily retired fro111 official 
life. He re1noved to (;ran bury after his election to office, and 
since retire1nent has devoted hi111self to 111ercantile pursuits and 
to efforts of besto,ving npon his children such educational adYan­
tages as fit the111 for useful citizenship. 

'fhe several Kerr fa1nilies 110\'\~ constituting- a respectable part 
of Hood county's people and exerting large influence are descend­
ed fro111 !)avid Kerr, a har<ly pioneer of early date here~ He ,vas 
a nati Ye of South Carolina, frotn \\·hence he· ren10\·ed to :\Iissis­
sippi, "·here he 111arried a Kentucky lady, an<l in 1843 settled in 
Ne,vton county, 'I'exas, and ten years later on the Clear Fork of 

... 
Trinit~~ in Tarra11t county, thence in 1856 to ,vhat has since been 
called Kerr branch of Xorth Palnxy in }:rath county, \vhere he 
continued to reside until the hostilities of the Indians co1npelled 
hi111 in 1860 for safety to \\·ithdra\v fro111 the exposed frontier, an<l 
he then ,yent to Bee county, and fro111 this abo~e J. F. a 11<l \V111., 
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t\,·o of the sons, ,vent out to do battle for the Southern cause . 
. -\fter the ,var, Joe. F. Kerr~ co1ning fro111 service, settled first on 
Rucker' s creek, and after,vards the father ,vith his fa111ily return­
ed to 111ake their future ho1ne here on the Brazos at the place 110\\T 

occupied by Judge H. 'r. Herry. Here he lived the life of a quiet 
citizen till his death in about 1874. Besides the two sons above 
111entioned, there are three others, H. J., l\l. T. and Stanley, and 
a daughter, }lrs. 1\1 nrchison, still living. 

\Vhile the Kerrs resided on Paluxy, and after the hostile atti­
tude of the Caddo Indians, they, in conunon with others, endured 
111any hardships and dangers occasioned by the stealthy inroads 
of the sa\·ages into the settle1nents, and an1oug other incidents 
:\1 r. J. F. Herr relates the story of one of those horrid 1nurders so 
co1n111on here in those ti111es. A. l\ir. Joe l)otson ,vas settled at 
one of the places no,v known as Highto,ver ranch in Erath county. 
( 1~here ,vere t,vo ranches kno\YU by this na1ne.) Dotson had a 
son-in-la,-.· na111ed J. E. Phillips, residing in the sa1ne locality. 
()n one Sunday eYening in the fall of 1860 Phillips ,vent out to 
driYe np his cows and \\Then not niore than a quarter of a 111ile 
f ro1n his hcuse he \\'as suddenly surprised and fallen upon by a 
party of InC:ians, killed nnd scalped. \Vhile this bloody scene 
occurred ,vithin the territorial li1nits of our 111other county of 
~:rath, yet it ,vas not very far fron1 the present \Vestern boundary 
of Hood, and since the diligent researches of that able writer, l\Ir. 
\Villbarger, see111s not to have found for it a place in his other­
,,·ise replete stories entitled "Indian l)epredations in Texas," I 
g·i\·c it a place here. 

'rhese exposed settlers, engaged in stock ra1s1ng and 1neagre 
efforts at fanning, and dependent so 111nch upon their own re­
sources for defense, \Vere fertile in devices to alann a\vay and 
elude the savages fro111 threatened attacks upon their solitary 
hotnes. ()ften all the 111en \\·on1d necessarily be frotn ho111e at­
tending to their stock interests, leaving only the 111other and 
daughters to keep the pretnises ; but these \\"ere the ·wives and 
<laughters of brave 111en, and nsed to perils and alar1ns. ~rhey 
learned that safety Ltrgely depended upon courage and strategy. 
I have it fro111 the good authority of an old lady \\'ho was one of 
these frontier ,vo1nen that the girls, under these trying circutn-
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stances, did not forget their cunning, and in the absence -of the 
111e11 fro111 the hotne, ,vhen danger threatened, actually practiced 
upon the sa,·age lords of the ,vilderness the arts of dress, by don­
ning the 111a11ly attire of their absent fathers and brothers, and 
thus deceived the1n, hut for quite the opposite purpose for ,vhich 
it is said they usually practice their deceptions in dress upon the 
dudes of civilization. The girls deceived the Indians to keep 
from be-ing caught. 

In a fonner chapter I related the incident of the rc:;;cue of t\V0 
children, a boy and a girl, at Indian Gap, and I have since ascer­
tained fron1 several sources that I was 111istake11 in the state1nent 
that the children rescued \Vere those of the 1nurdered Savage fa111-
ily. The boy \vas Frank Wilson, and the girl a near relative of 
his. He no,v lives a prosperous citizen near the head of Long 
creek, perhaps in Parker county and near the north line of Hood. 
Mr. \Villbarger gives an account of this affair, differing in 
sotne respects as to details fro111 the facts as I have recorded the111; 
but it cannot be expected that all the ,vitnesses, after so long a 

ti1ne, will agree as to 111inor points. I an1 especially indebted to 
Rev. Harvey l\Iartin, who ·\v~-1s a near neighbor of the parties at 
the ti1ne' of the occurrences, for setting 111e right as to this. 

CHAPTER XIX.-PIO~EERS, Continued.-SHELLEY & SHELTO!': 
'fHE BAKERS-THE CROSSES, AND CROSS STAGE S'fAND­

PROFFIT, (~REGORY, GOODLETT-FRIENDLY lN~JIANS­

BELLED HoGs-CAPT. PucKET'r, G. B. DILLAHUN-

TY, CHAMRERS-N AM ING OF SQL7A \\·, STRor n 

CREEKS, &c-:EARLY l\IERCHANTs. 

In Oct., 1853, vV111. Shelley ca1ne ,vith his fatnily, acco111pa­
nied by his brother-in-la\\', Stephen Shelton, and settled on I"'ong 
creek at the place 110\\' occupied by J. H. Halley. Prior to this 
date there had been but one house built on Long creek belo\v the 
present boundary of Hood. ~rhis solitary settler ,vas a tnan 11a111-
ed :\Ioore, ,vho l~,·ed and kept a s111al1 trading house, ,vith liq­
uors and so111e other articles, and bartered "·ith the Indians, at 
the place "~here the \\~ido,v Tankersley nO'w liYes. 

But about this date quite a nu111her of people began to co111e 
into the I..,ong creek Yalley. 11:artin Baker and his son Joseph, 
Jake Cross and his son Rylee, the latter after\,·ards 1n0Ying to the 
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noted cross roads and stage stand place, about two miles north_west 
frotn Cresson, and which was long kno,vn by his na1ne; a man 
na1ned Sidwell, George Cottrell, R. S. Proffit, l\1alachi Gregory 
and J no. Goodlett. Gregory settled the identical place where he 
still resides. Several of these have alreadv been 1nentioned. At 

J 

this period the hunting parties of friendly Indians frequently 
ca1nped in this section of country and often divided their abund­
ant supplies of game with the ,vhite settlers; but these people 
were not wholly exe1npt fro1n the perils of the Indians in subse­
quent hostiliti~s. As late as about 1872 a party of Indians invad­
ed this section, carrying a\\·ay tnany horses; and one of the sons 
of R. S. Proffit was killed by I udians while engaged in the stock 
business in Young county. 

Win. Shelley was an active, 111oney tnaking man, and when he 
~-1.nd Shelton ca1ne they brought with them a considerable drove 
of hogs, and_and as there was no hog law, these swine were turn­
ed at large to fatten upon the i1n1nense quantities of pecans and 
acorns, but as the grass \\"as near waist high, 1n order to be able 
to find their hogs when wanted, they put bells on some of the 
leaders. In a fe·v, n1on ths they had become very fat fro1n the 
heavy n1ast crop. Steve Shelton then being a young man, after 
a few years removed to Dallas county, where he lived until 1859, 
and having married, again returned to Long creek, where he still 
iives. During the ,var he =,erved in Capt. Jackson Pucket' s com­
pany of Col. E. J. Gurley' s regiment. 'fhis cotnpauy was 1nade 
up principally in Hill county, ,vhere Capt. Puckett then lived. 
He subsequently beca111e a citizen of Hood county, and many will 
re1nember hi1n as a polished gentle111an residing near Paluxy, and 
at one ti1ne before:: the people as a 1nodest aspirant for legisla­
tive honors: he was a 1nan of high honor and greatly respected 
by all \\rho kne\\1' hin1. He died sotne eight or ten years ago. 
Returning to \V tn. Shel I y., he ~eetns to have been a 1nan of in­
fluence in his titne, brought ,vith hi1n several horses and other 
property, but his destiny here ,vas soon cut off by an unfortunate 
quarrel with John Click at ... \cton, wherein he was killed at the 
hands of Click in about 1860. T'\\·o of his sons and a daughter 
are prosperous citizens of Taylor conn ty. The village of Acton 
was natned bv a l\fr. Hollis, its first tnerchant. Prior to this 

J 
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time, however, it ,vas a postoffice known by the name of Con1-
anche Peak postoffice. A1nong its early settlers was G. B. Dil­
lahunty, who ca1ne here about 1854. He ,vas a Tennessean, but 
had li,·ed a nutnber of vears in i\.rkansas. l\ir. Dillahunty was a 
1nan of intelligence and greatly respected. .A. son, 011 Dillahunty, 
still lives here, but the old gentlen1an died several years ago. 

There was also settled in this locality old 1nan Chan1 hers, ,v ho 
raised a number of children here, an1011g them .A .. J. Cha1nhers, 
w·ho recentlv died at Fort Worth, where he had lived for n1a11y ., .. 
years, as a pro1ninent citizen in both public and private life; and 
a daughter acquired some note at .A.ustin in literary life. .'\ 
daughter of.-\. J. Cha111bers was the \\·ife of the late Jno. P. 
Estes, and subsequently of l)r. C. F. Rogers, and is no\\· livin~ 
in Co1nanche. 

There were uiany other 1nen of high character and good influ­
ence here that I trust to tnention hereafter, ,vhen I can come in 
possession of the facts. l\1ention has been 1nade of tht" v;ay iu 
,vhich different places got their na111es, I related several lt"gends 
as to how Squa·w creek can1e by its nan1e, but despite the rotnance 
connected ,vith these stories, it seems to have co1ne about in the 

i • . 
follo,ving way : .\bout the tnne the earhest settlers crossed to 
the ,vest of the Brazos, there \\·as a catnp or village of Indians at 
the 1nouth of this streatn, and the braves being absent on a pro­
tracted hunting expedition, the village Indians consisted, besides 
a few old sick men, ahnost exclusively of Sqna\\·s, hence the ear­
ly settlers called it Squaw creek. P. \;-. Rh~a is our authority 
for this, and also for the following ; \Vhen P. 1~horp fir~t can1e 
out to locate his lands here, the party of surveyors had in its 
nun1ber a tnan 11a1ned Stroud "·ho, while they ,vere surveying on 
the creek, lost his footing and fell into the ,vater to his great dis­
con1fiture and the diYersion of his cotnpanions ~ and this baptism 
of Stroud, contrary to the usual rule, christened the stream rath­
er than the subject. Blue branch. aboYe Thorp Spring, got its 
na111e frotn an early settler of that na1ne, and .:\ntelope spring, 
110\\· a dry place, except in v.~et ,,·eather, was once a neYer failing 
fountain, \\'here antelopes resorted in droughty seasons. 

Prior to the war there v.·as a 111erca11tile firtn engaged iu busi­
ness at Stockton. \Vear Benge, \\·ho has been dead a long time, 
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and Hiratn J e,vel, no,v living in Fort Worth., coin posed this firm, 
under the na111e and style of Benge & Jewel. 1'hey sold out for 
cattle about the beginning of the war, and Kingsbury, Homesley 
& Stone succeeded them at Stockton. .i\t the Cross stage stand 
a small business, in the sale of groceries, principally liquor., was 
conducted by Ellis Littlepage and James Franklin, but this ,vas 
probably just after the war. The old 1nan Littlepage afterward 
1noved to the vicinity of Granbury, where he resided until about 
1872, when he died. 

CHAPTER X\l.-PIONEER SETTLEMENT OF .A.CTON-EARLY RE­

LIGlOUS DEVOTIONS AND BURIALS-l\'1EETINGS-.A.ARON 

FARRIS' MILL AND STILL-HOUSE-MRS. FARRIS' 

\.ERSATILITY-LONG WALKS TO l\'.1EETING . 

. -\cton, formerly Con1anche Peak P. 0., was the central point 
of the oldest settletnent, forn1ing a considerable co1n1nunity with­
in the Hood county territory. .-\nd this co1n111unity, too, see1ns 
to have enjoyed singular im1nunity fro111 the depredations of the 
Indians, probably for the reason that it had become a tolerably 
strong and compact settletnent while the Indians were peacefully 
inclined, hence it was no doubt afterward regarded by them as 
hc~·ond the line of safet~· on their part to penetrate thus far, 
though they several ti111es did approach very near to it, both 
above and below, on the east of the Brazos. In speaking of this 
conuuunity a territory of several square 1niles is embraced, ex­
tending to Fall creek on the east. Long creek on the north, and 
down Walnut to the Brazos. 

The several christian deiiotninations of Presbyterians, Baptists, 
1iethodists and Refonned christians were well represented by sub­
stantial people as early as 1855, in strength of nu1nbers .probably 
in about the order as na111ed ; and about this date they united in 
the building of a church, ,vhere each held services once every 
111011th. This church stood near \Valnut creek. Religious sen­
ti111ent and fraternal regard see1ns to have prevailed a1nong these 
people rather 111ore than \Vas usual at this early period. There 
inter\·ened bet,veen the111 and old Buchanan, then the county site 
of Johnson county, a stretch of uninhabited prairie of sotne fifteen 
111iles in width, broken only by the valley of Nolan's river, along 
,,·hich there ,vere bnt few settle1nents ; thus this then retnote 
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western com1nunitv was so1newhat isolated, and no doubt fullv - -
realized the force of that fatniliar injunction of :;cripture, • 'Behold 
ho,v beautiful it is for brethren to d\\yell together in unity.,, 

.A.djacent to this old Union church there was soon occasion to 
lay out a ce111etery, for no history can trace the footsteps of 1nan 
without its record of death. The first death and burial occurring 
here was that of the wife of l\lr. Wash. Hutchison. Since then 
this sacred ground, by reason of the beloved dead deposited here,. 
has beco111e dear in the 1nemory of 1nany people now living, so1ne 
of who1n, in the activities of life, have wandered far a\vay, bnt 
\\'hose thoughts, and so1neti1nes their footsteps, turn hitherward 
in tender regard for the hallowed dust of the departeJ. 'rhe par­
aphenalia of plu1ned hearse and velvet-lined casket \\i·,1s not knowu. 
in the si111ple burial cere1nonies of the early settlers,. but their e."­
igencies \\·ere often such as to require a resort to the rudest of 
material and work1nanship for coffins, and wagon beis ,vere so111e­
ti111es cut up for this purpose. 

In the fall of 1855 .:\.aron Farris settled a 1nile below the church 
and during the following winter and spring. built a \Vater 111ill,. 
getting the timbers therefor fro1n the \Vest bank of the Brazos; 
and as ah evidence of the severity of the winter, these 111ill ti111-
bers \\·ere conveyed by the 1nen acro:;s the river on the ice, the 
river ren1aining solidly frozen over for the space uf about six. 
weeks. In addition to his tnill enterprise, Farris 111ade a crop 
the year following his arrival, and among other things planted by 
hi1n was some tobacco, which 1nade a good crop and was a source­
of supply to the people of an article 1nuch in den1and, o\\·ing to 
their retnoteness fro1n market. Farris' 1nill was naturally a place 
of resort for this co1nn1unity, where they took their grain to be 
ground, got tobacco and s0111e other 1nerchaudise kept at his 
house for sale, and subsequently so111e enterprising spirits con­
ceived the scheme of a still house here, and. although this \\·as in 
the tnidst of a christian cotnmunitv, \·et the same strean1 \\·hich 

.,/ . 

furnished thetn with the staff of life \Vas n1ade to yield fro1n the 
grain ,,rhiskey for the toper, \\rhich hronght hither n1any fron1 
1niles away, as well as near. :\1anY were the occasions when the . . . 

people, not only of this co1n1nunity, hut of the neigh boring set-
tlen1euts west of the Brazos. 1net together at this church and vi-
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cinity for worshipful purposes. ..:\nd the still house was a source 
of 1n nch concern to the good lady Farris, \\rho was a dcvou t Pres­
byterian and an active \\Torker in preparing toothso1ne chicken 
and pies for all preacher~ of \Vhatsoever deno1nination who ca1ne 
to hold services here. Upon one of these great 1neeting occa­
sions, after the revenue la,vs becatne strict. and after business 
con1plications had thrown so1ne interest in this still house upon 
Farris, there \\Tas a preacher hcl1ding the 111eeting ,vho \\·as re­
ported to he acting in the capacity also of a revenue officer, and 
aftrr he had often feasted at Mrs. Farris' repast, she, hearing of 
his official character, sent for hitn and aske.1 hi1n if he was a reY­
enne offic-er. anJ on le1rning that he was, h~)ldly told him of the 
still house and that she ,vas responsible for it. He deplored the 
fact. hut a remetnhrance of the good things she had fed him on 
prevented an~~ official action: and his advice. ·that it should be 
<lone aw·ay with was soon a·iopted. Thus <lid the versatile abili­
itie." of this la-iY \vin -the heart of the 1ninister of the gospel, dis­
ann the la\\" anti abate t~e deYiltry. 

· 'Mrs. Farris was n~tive of Tennessee: can1e to east Texas with 
her first hnsba111, Mr. \Vatkins, who there died. and she tnarrid 
Farris anrt with hin1 ca1ne to the \Valnut creek place. ·an<l after 
his rleath she 1narried Capt. W. M. Nunn,. who died about. 1893. 
She now lives at Granbury with her onlY child. Mrs. W. T. I.,yle. 
·".\frs. Nunn. on an occasion of the 1neeting of a Presbytery 011 

Rncker's creek. once- ,v~lkerl ,vith another lady fro1n A.cton to at­
tend-a di~t1.nce of four or fi,,e miles. a11d :\!rs. Wright relates 
that she and other ladies often ,valke<l fro111, ther hon1es at Stock­
ton to q_ttenrl preaching at .:\cton. returning home the same even­
ing, the distance hei11g a hont six 1niles.· .-\tnong the early set­
tlers distance ,vas not reganied as a great obstacle in the way of 
attendance upon n1eetings, so 1nnch did they appreciate such 
pri ,·i leges. 

CHAPTER X\.'"l.-PI<>~EER SETTLE::\fl<:~T oF AcT<>:X, Continued­
.:\ V' 1SI'f ()VERLAl'\I> 1'0 ~rEl'\~ESSEE-EARL\" METHOD­

ISTs-\V . . \. KARXES .\:XD ()TILERS. 

Xot\\'ithstan<ling the good crops, peaceful surroundings and 
cheerful socialitv that for several Years after the earliest settlers - . 

began to 1nake their permanent ho111es about the A.cton com1nu-
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nity, dating about 1855 to 1858, yel the hutnan instincts created 
in all no don ht a longing to see the. faces of kindred and friends 
in the far a\\·ay states fro1n which they 111igrated, and. 
pro1npted by such feelings. \\,.e find .-\aron Farris and his \\·ife in 
1858, upon a long and necessarily tedious journey, back to east 
Tennessee, where they went solely upon a visit to relatives and 
friends. .-\t that date of course the only method of travel over 
such a route was the wagon and tean1. But though to the traveler 
110\v accustomed to tnodern railway transportation, such a trip 
might seetn almost beyond the litnits of any expectation of enjoy­
ment, yet, we may readily infer from the great nu1nber of tht.· 
Texas and Arkansas population, who seetn to 1nake their ho1nes 
almost upan wheels. that the lengthy trips they originally 1nade 
from the slopes of the Blue Ridge, to reach these western scenes 
and expansive prairies, gave a zest for such a roving lift\ an l 
that such 1nethod of travel \Vas not without it~ enticetuent. 

. The glowing acct>ttnts of this.delightful new country, gi\·en by 
Farris and wife, in the following year brought \V. .-\. Karnes, 
brother of l\Irs. F,:trris, accotnpanied by his tnother and that cheer­
ful spirited water1nelonraiser and substantial farmer, Pettr Ja1nes. 
Both of\hese 111en settled and opened their farms in convenient 
proximity to .-\cton village, and have ever .since been q111te us~ful 
citizens, contributing to the general welfare of this co1nn1unity 
and of the county at large. Shortly afterwards_ Fredrick K:1rnes, 
the father ,of l\1rs. Farris and W. .:.\. Karnes. arrived. He first 
settled at Stockton, whe.re he plied his avocation as blacks1nit!1, 
and after the settletnent of (;ranbury 1noved his shop to the latter 
pLtce, where he continued- till his re1n0Yal to l)entou Co. in 1870. 

\V .. -\. Karnes, fa1niliarly known as dl)oc," was a confederate 
soldier in Capt. W. H. Cathey's company of Col. S\\·eet's cavalry 
r~g-i111eut. .-\111011g his con1rades in this con1pany \\~ere Jack Huff­
stettler, nov.r living near Lipan, and .Anderson Hell, \vho \Vas kill­
ed at the battle of Chic!,<unanga. "r\\•o of his sons, \Villia111 and 
l ~eorge Hell, are'.)citizens of Hood, the latter in (~ran bury . 

• 
\1nong those \\rho settled in the A.cton neighborhood early in 

th-:: fifties were John :.\1orris, James McCoy, the \\·ido\\~ Huffstett­
l~r. Ja1nes and Peter Ple111ons, (~. W. and < >. P. Hutchison, King­
Harwick, uFather'' ~ance, Isaac \·annoy, ~ewton and William 
:\1anley, vV'm. Wright. (;eorge Stuart, J. R. and G. W. Patton. 
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''Father', Nance, the two l\-lanley brothers, Vannoy and Robert 
Patton ,vere all l\fethodist preachers, and it is not therefore sur­
prising that, although not the first in point of strength at the 
start, yet th.: :.\f etho:iists soon gained somewhat an ascendency, 
and have ever since 1naintained a strong influence in this con1-
1nunity, noted for sobriety and good behavior. 

It is probable that Father Nance was the first circuit rider here. 
He was a 1nan highly estee1ned by all, as the venerable appella­
tion prefixed to his name, as ,vell as the testin1ony of contempo­
raries, attest. RobC"rt Patton settled on Fall creek, at what was 
subsequently known as the :VIcHensley place; he ,vas a local 
preacher well spoken of: Several of his daughters till recently, 
and probably yet, live in Fort Worth, and a son in north or east 
Texas. Newton Manley has been dead a long while; as a preach­
er ani 1nan of good influence, he is said to have been a power in 
the laud, as well as his brother, \Vin. Manley, who for 1nany _ 
years, as an earnest lvcal preacher, stirred the souls of men in 
these parts. .And n1any ,vill long retnember this man, lank and 
le in in personal appearance, as from place -to place, wherever 
h,arers could be had, in the ti1ne to be spared from his little farm 
on Fall creek, he went about doing good, drawn in the open bug­
gy by his faithful 1nule, "Kit," who1n he encouraged to proceed 
by the kindly ,vords, "Cotne along, now, Kit, co1ne along." He 
1noved to a western conn ty so1ne ten or twelve years ago, and at 
last a:counts, he and the 1nule were still living at an advanced 
age, each at work in harness serving their respective masters. 
Isaac Vannoy, too, was said to be a preacher of intelligence and 
good works, and his ,vife, ,vho died here at an early day, and who 
was probably the second person buried at the .. i\.cton church-yard, 
is said to have· been a lady of tnore than ordinary intelligence, 
christian devotion and experience. v· annoy, shortly after her 
death, having again 111arried, re1noved fron1 the county. Among 
the children of his first 1narriage, ,vere two daughters; one, Mrs. 
:\lollie Cox, no,v residing at Fort Worth, like her 111other, is not­
ed for her intelligence and deYotion to the cause of Christianity. 
She is the widow of the late J. Fred Cox, a l\iethodist minister 
of considerable note. 

'rhe widO'w Huffstettler resided near Rncker's creek and died 
many years ago. Several of her sons, Add, Jack and Cale, are 
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yet liYing, stout, 111anly specitnens of Hood county men, engaged 
in far1ning, and \\?ere all soldiers under the flag long folded. 
Peter and Ja1nes Ple1nmons, and 0. P. Hutchison, son-in-la,v of 
the latter, during a part of the period prior to the war, lived on 
Squa,v creek. These see111 to have all been 1nen of good influ­
ence. (). P. Hutchison is 110.\Y engaged in stock raising and 
fanning in a \vestern county, while his present \Vife, who ,vas 
better kno,vn in this co1nnn1nity as the widow· Randle. a lady of 
good influence and respected, 111anages her properties in Hood 
countY. _.\ nun1ber of her children are citizens of Hood and Som­
ervell counties. 

CHAPI'E.R X\:II.-ProxEi-:Rs A~:; EARI..Y, DAYS _OF _\cTo~~ Con­
tinued-WRIGHT-SM A RT-l)r LLAH tTNTY' s DAt..:GHTERS­

TRI MBLE-. .\TKINS-RI PPETOE~ DocTC)RS CoR~E-
1..1 cs AND :\le PH ERSO~-Col\f l\IENTs~ 

'!'hough the sparsely settled frontier rarely of(en;<l facilities and 
. . . 

induce1nents to the schoal-1na"ter, yet \\Ye find that up<?n the con1-
pletion of the union chur~h heretofore 1nentione:i a school was at 
once begun a,nd taught' by Win . . Wright, and , ,vas probably the 
first school ever taught within our territo~y. _· :M_r. \Vright 11111st 
have given satisfaction, as those who knew of hi111 speak ,vell of 
hitn as a teachet. He had a daughter, :Vli~s Rebecca, who see1ns 
to have been his iuunediate succe.ssor at :\cton, and also tauo-ht a 

. . . . ' . . . . . h 

school several 1nile_~ belo\v .-:\cton. and -is ,,vell spoken of. '!'hey 
re1noved fron1 here tnany years ago, and after the111 E~quire (;e0 • 

S111ar.t becatue the so1newhat noted and faithful pedagogue of the 
_.\cton co1111nnnity-noted because of the_fact of hi~ long continu­
ation in the service of this co1111n111~ity as their teacher. his be­
o·iunin2" havin2" its date prior to the civil \\·ar. and continuinu-h ~ . ._,, ~• 

,vith. ho\,~ever, so111~ interruption~. ,late in the seventi(~s. 'f hert· 
are those no\\' liYing about .\cton \\·ho are gro\\·ing gray fro111 
years, \\·hose early ideas \Vere taught by hi111 ho\\. to sprout. and. 
\vho ren1e111ber -how during the 111011otonou~ hours of the school 
session he \vonld so1~etin1es lean back in his. ch~ir tor a short nap~ 
hut ht:; 1nust haYe kept at least one or 1nore of his sen..;;es \\·akefnl. 
as all seem to give hitn credit for teaching an orderly school. 
J)uring the \var so1ne-_of his neighbors solicited hin1 to bec.:01ne a 
candidate for justice of the peace. and he asked the advice of his 
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friend, George Patton, who advised against it, giving as a reason 
that he might be elected, and if he should he would be called 
"Old 'Squire Stuart" the re1nainder of his life. He did run, was 
elected and the prediction has been fulfilled. 'Squire Stuart is a 
111an of stout physical appearance; dignified bearing and sober 
habits; has been a useful, influential and sturdy citizen. He long 
ago ceased the labor of the school roo1n and is now living at 
Weatherford. 

l1i chapter XIV it is said that G. B. Dillahunty left a son, 011, 
now living in Hood. 1'he fact is that his son has been dead n1any 
years, and the present 011 Dillahunty is his nephew, who married 
his daughter. M_r. Dillahunty has six daughters surviving, all 
1nost intelligent and an1iable ladies, having many experiences 
and recollections of early days at .A.cton and the people of those 
times. Four of the1n, Mrs. S. H. Smith, Mrs. W. H. Harvey, 
Mrs. A. J. Howard and Mrs. 0. C. Dillahunty, reside in Hood, 
Mrs. Johnson in Hill and Mrs. Westbrook in Sterling county. 

Judge Trimble, who was county judge of Johnson county (and 
probably the first), resided on Fall creek near the Chap1nan spring 
as early as 1854, and probably several years earlier. He is said 
to have been a 1nan of jntelligence and probity. He re111oved to 
sotne north,vestern territory 1nany years ago. 

l\1r. Thomas Atkins, an aged and respected citizen now living 
on \Valuut creek two miles above Acton, can1e here about 1854, 
and his long career has been 1narked by honest toil and christian 
usefulnes·s. His neighbors venerate him in calling hin1 "Uncle 
·ro1n111y," and his character has ever been above reproach. It is 
to the beneficent influence of such men that this com1nunity owes 
its condition of peace and happiness so long enjoyed. 

A.bout the year 1858, Hollis sold his mercantile business to W. 
J4 • Rippetoe. J. L. i\llison was for a short while associated with 
Rippetoe in business, but soon sold his interest to the latter, who 
retnained in business till son1e years after the close of the war. 
l\fr. Rippetoe died here about 1874, possessed of sotne estate ac­
ctnnulated during the long period of his tnercantile life, during 
all of which he 1naintained a character for intelligence and fair 
dealing, ever ready to give valuable aid and counsel to the weak 
and needy. He kept the postoffice at his store, and it appears 
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that for s01ne ti1ne there ,vas no regular 1nail carrier coining to 
this office, and the citizens volunteered ,veek about to go to 
Buchanan and bring the 1nail pouch for ... i\.cton. 

Dr. J. C. Cornelius located near -i\cton first about 1855 or 1856, 
and after a few years re111oved to Paluxy and located where Jesse 
Kin1ble now Eves. He again removed to Acton neighborhood 
about 1861, being a111011g the first practicing physicians here ; 
he had a very wide practice over these, then, very sparsely set­
tled regions, and \Vas 111an y years, perhaps, the best kno \Vn 111an 
in this section. He was a well informed 1nan and of social q ual­
ities, standing well ,vith his professional brethren, and hence a 
man of large influence. He 1noved to the west so1ne twenty years 
ago, and is now living about Jacksboro. About the ti1ne of Dr. 
Cornelius' return fron1 Paluxy to t\cton, Dr. S. R. lvlcPherson 
settled here; he ca1ne fro111 Parker county, ,vhere he had settled 
in 1858. He at once eutered into r .. n extensive practice of medi­
cine along the Brazos and up Sqna v,: creek to the west; and in 
1nany of his long solitary rices he scn:etimes crossed the trails of 
hostile Indians; yet, fortunately aid not encounter auy. He aft­
erwards 1noved. lower do,vn the river to the S. A. Rash place, 
and som~ years later 1no\"ed still farther sot;ith, to the vicinity of 
the Barnard Knobs. In all these localities he continued to enjoy 
an extensive practice, till declining strength in advanced years 
co1npelled hi1n to relinquish 1nnch of his foru1er practice. 1-I c 
no,v goes upon crutches, the result of an injury received sonie­
ti111e ago by accident, rendering hi1n permanently crippled. })rs. 
lVfcPherson and Cornelius were often associated together in their 
practice and. ,vere good L·iends. 

Fro111 these early beginnings the people of Acton neighhorhooci 
have always continued down to the present day to be noted as a 
1nost orderly connnunity \vherein little outla,vry er strift: has p:·e­
vailed, and though not conspicuous in elegant .. estates zind c_ostly 
institutions, yet, in all that pertains to te111perance, charity and 
education, it 1nay be appropriately tertned the pioneer co1n111u­
nity of Hood county, and of these institutions and people 1norc 
\Vill oc.cnr in future chapters. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL-PI0NEERS AN::i EARLY DA""~~s OF .A.CTON, Con­
tinued-JOHN l\iORRIS' !vlILL-L0NG-VVARD-A.LLISONS­

RAN D L,E-l\1:cC REAR vs-SYKES-STE EL-I NCID EN'rs. 

The Farris mill ,vas no~ the only one at Acton prior to the 
war, for ,ve find that John Morris, \vho has been 111entioned as 
one of Acton's early settlers, also O\l/ned and operated a water 
1nill on Walnut creek about 2 111ile above the Farris 111ill, and 
near \vhere the Cleburne road crosses that strea111. ,.rhis 1nill 
,vas operated, either by l\1orris or his successors, fron1 sotne date 
prior to r858 till several years after the close of the civil war. 

Wiley Long was settled near !\cton for a considerable ti1ne, but 
subsequently tnoved to the west side _of the Brazos, near the 
1nouth of Squa,v creek, :lbont where Allen Haley had lived; and 
this valley has since been kno\vn as Long Valley. 1.Viley Long 
was a n1an of strong character, though like 1nany of his conte111-
poraries, was fond 9f his bottle and was of a hospitable disposi­
tion. He re1noved fron1 Hoed and was iiving in Hill county 
soine years ago, and has probably departed this life. 

J a111es Ward was. ?rior to the war, settl_ed on Fall creek, at the 
place after\varcs o,v1:t"' : by A. E. Keith ; he ,vas early noted 
a1nong his neigh 1;ors as a hog raiser, and subsequently re111oved 
to the west bank of the Brazos at the neck of the Walters Bend. 
I-Ie has been dead for 1na11 y years. His son, John \Vard, was an 
enterprising and good ci6zcn ; he 111oved to Cole1nan county 
about r 880. One of \Vard' s daughters married Robt. Ly le, who 
lived at Acton till his '-leath, 1nany ye<1rs ago. 

John L. i\.llison, ,vho, in connection with his son, Jan1es H. 
Aliison, and W. L. Rippetoe, boaght out the 111ercantile bus­
ine.:;s of C. P. Hollis, heretofore 111entioned, ca1ne fron1 Alabatna 
in 18_s8 and tnade iii:.; iirst settlc1nent at the S. A. Rash place, 
which he bought of Diriahnnty, anii in the following year he 
1110~:ed to i\.cton and en1harke:::1 in the above 1nentio11ed business; 
bnt in r86r, the t,vo .:\llison's selling out to Rippetoe, the father 
returned to Alabatna, and the .:ion, J a111es H., enlisted in For111-
,valt' s co1npany, and experience(~ 111any narro,v escapes front the 
death dealing 1nissiles. ....\1nong others, he tells that in one bat­
tle a blanket he had about hi111 got 36 holes shot through it, 
and yet he was not hurt; but 111ore ,vonderful still, all these 
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holes were made by only one shot-the blanket was rolled, tied·at 
the ends and swung over his shoulder, in the usual way in which 
soldiers carried such articles, and the ball passed through the roll 
twice, hence the great nutn ber of holes. Again, in the fighting 
around i\.tlanta, he and a co1nrade, .A.b McCreary, son of Alex 
McCreary, were beside each other, when a ball struck the latter 
in the head, passing quite through and killing him, and then 
struck Allison in the head, "~ounding hin1. Mr. Allison th us es­
caping the dangers of war, returned to Hood county again about 
1867. He is now a well to do and prominent citizen of the 
neighborhood of Fort Spunky. Among the other children of J. 
L. Allison settled in Hood were the first wife of S. A. Rash, the 
wife of W. L. Rippetoe and the wife of Dr. S. R. McPherson. 
These ladies have- all been dead n1any years, together with a son, 
John H. Allison, who came to Hood county with Rash and ,vife 
frotn Missouri about 1858, but all having for1nerly lived in Ala­
bama. John H. Allison subsequently moved to Arkansas, 
where he died, but his son, John C., is still a worthy citizen of 
Acton neigh borhoo<l. . 

In the neighborhood below, and yet tributary to Acton, v;•e 
find Johb Randle, one an1ong the oldest set~lers here, in what is 
known as the Cartnichael Bend. His first cabin is standing to 
this day, and the place is said to be the poorest. land in that 
neighborhood, but this seems to have been no unusual thing, 
however, for an early settler to do. Many of those ,vho ca111e 
here when this territory was a vast unlocated public ·c101nain, 
abounding in ·some of the richest lands in the state, passed over 
such and established their prP--emptions_ upon the poor hilly 
slopes and back-bones. "Uncle Johnny" Randle retnained in . 
Hood cou~ty till a good old age, and-oppressed with the weight 
of years and troubles growing out of litigations, he 1noved we.-.t 
s0111e fifteen or tnore years ago. Two of his daughters were the 
wives respectively of Newton and Win. Manley heretofore men­
tioned. Norv R&ndle, a son, is said to have been the first settler 
on George's creek. This creek was so named in honor of Geo. 
Barnar~, who located lands on it. He and Chas. Barnard were 
brothers. But before leaving the Acton settl~n1ents proper we 
,vill notice Alex McCre~ry and Henry Sykes, both of whom 
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were atnong those ,vho came here about 1854 or '55, the 
for1ner settled on Rucker's creek, where he remained a quiet far-
1ner citizen of sober habits and correct-life until his death so1ne 
seven or eight years ago. The latter was a brother of J. R. 
Sykes heretofore mentioned, and \\"as settled to the eastward of 
A.cton near Fall creek. Both the Sykes' were of good influence 
and energy, enjoying 1nost e:,cellent characters an1ong their 
neighbors. 

There was also settled near A.lex l\fcCreary his brother, Win. 
R. ~icCreary, who 1noved away 1nany years ago and is now a use­
ful citicen of Parker county. A.bout 1859 or '60 Hiram Steel 
came to this neighborhood and buying out W. R. l\'lcCreay, he 
opened a farm, where he resided the life of a bachelor till his 
deatl]. about 1886. He catne to Texas fro1n the Carolinas,· and 
was an intelligent far111er, fond of fruit culture, and at his death 
had perhaps the largest orchard in the county. His bachelor 
life rendered hint sotnewhat eccentric, but his word and his hon­
or were faithfully regarded by hi111. 

CHAPTER XIX.-''FlGHTiNG JOE'' ROBERSON-HIS ENTHUSI­

ASM IN RELIGION, AND IN POLITICS-AGAINST THIEVES­

'fHE ''\lIGILANTS"-LA\V AND ORDER i\SSOCIATI0N. 

Though too broadl)· known and identified with every part of 
our county and its neighboring territory, ,vas "Fighting Joe" 
Roberson, to be considered 111~rely as of a single comn1unity ; 
yet because his do1nicile was in the .Acton neighborhood, there­
fore the mentiou of him is appropriate to the present place in our 
story. He settled in Parker county quite early in the fifties, but 
soon 1nade his firial location in the neighborhood of .Acton. His 
character was most single in its kind. Inspired by deep convic-. 
tion, of the righteousness of the doctrines of the Baptist church, 
he vehemently preached that it had its inception on the Jordon, 
under the 111inistration of John the Baptist, upon Christ-the head; 
that its apostolic succession had been duly and divinely preserved 
through the dark ages in the·1nountains and caves of Europe and 
handed down to the present ; that besides this, there ,vas no oth­
er \vay, and that "the gates of hell shall not prevail against it," 
was specially applicable to the Baptist church ; and being of a 
1nentally co1nbative te111pera1nent, he early acquired the soubri-
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quet of "Fighting Joe" Roberson, given to hi1n by the adherents 
of other denon1inations who held a distaste for him, because of 
the constancy with ,vhich he preached his doctrines and de­
nounced others not in harmony therewith. But a1nong his 1nost 
inti1nate neighbors and acquaintances "Fighting Joe" became too 
well known as a brave, out-spoken, true 111an, for everything just 
and honest, to long remain n nder the ban of even the most zeal­
ous of his religious opponents. He was not only ever ready, but 
zealous in hunting down crime, which, about the time the civil 
war commenced, began to be severely felt on the frontier set­
tlements; and as the conditions of war induced a lax admini~tra­
tion of the civil laws in these parts remote from the court house, 
the citizens here, for their protection organized a con1m1ttee of 
"Vigilants," which seems to have serve:l a 111ost useful purpose 
in checking to some extent a disposition atnong bad men to take 
advantage of such condition of the country in plying their unlaw­
ful occupation of branding and driving to market stock belonging 
to others. Joe Roberson, with 1nany others of the best and most 
law abiding citizens here, belonged to the "vigilants," and not a 
few susp.ected persons were hunted down, the evidence collected, 
caretully examined, and when it see1ned to "'·arrant, n1easures 
taken co1nmensurate with the case ; most usually the offender 
got a warm invitation to "vamoose," which he quickly accepted. 
Sometitnes when the evidence of guilt was only of a slightly sus­
picious character, he woul:i 1nerely get some goo1 advice, result­
ing frequently in making a reasonably good citizen of hi1n. One 
instance only is known to have occurred within our territory, 
where the extreme penalty of hanging was inflicted, by the vigi­
lants; this occurred sotnewhere on Squaw creek, toward the 
close of the war . 

. After the close of the war, and wh.en the statute laws began to 
be more effectively adtninistered, the vigilants disappeared with . . 
the seeming necessity which brought the1n into being, and in-.,. 
stead thereof a law and order association was· formed, co1nposed 
of the same 1nen, with others. This was a secret organization, 
having for its object the aiding of the officers of the law in ferr~t­
ing out and pursuing cri111e and offenders, and by their . secrecy 
and circu1nspection, inspired the lawless element. with a dread of 
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their presence, for while the criminal laws only punished cattle 
stealing as a fineable offense, this class of criminals not a \vare of 
the full purposes and counsels of this secret organization, dread­
ed it 1nore than the statutes, till tinie began to allay this fear, 
after ,vhich, for a titne,_ cattle stealing became so prevalent, not 
only here, but throughout the state, as to aro_use the legislature 
into the passage of tnore stringent laws making c3:ttle stealing a 
felony. Many of the very best and 1nost law abiding citizens of 
the vicinity of .A.cton were 1nembers of these secret organizations, 
and atnong them Joe· Roberson was known as the most out-spok­
en, fearless and active metnber; and by his zeal in behalf of 
honesty and against crime, he fully redeemed himself with all 
good citizens, in spite of his religious combativeness. 

Rev. Roberson was not of such narrow material as to be con­
fined in his desire and ambition· to be useful alone to the domain 

' 
of ecclesiastics, but he found much fault with the civil laws and 
so earnestly desired to 1nend thetn, that for about twenty years or 
more, he regularly stood a -candidate at every election for the leg­
islature. He contended that we had a great deal too much law ; 
that it was in the interest of lawyers ~ather than. the people in 
general; and boldly proclaitned from the stump that if elected he 
would endeavor to condense all the la,vs of the state, as contain­
ed in volu1ninous statutes and court decisions, into one small 
book not larger than a Texas ahnanac. ..L\.las his views, though 
pointing in the right direction, were too extre1ne to meet ,vith 
general app1oval, and he was invariably defeated. But this vet-. . 
eran frontiersman, who, according to his own favorite expression, 
was among ''the f ust to break the bresh along the Brazos,'' be­
gan to wear out and fail in physical strength. Some ten years 
ago, suffering the loss of his oldest son, as he stood weeping at 
the grave of his boy, surrounded by his sympathizing neighbors, 
he reminded then1 that he and his good ,vife would very soon 
pass away and desired· thetn to see to it that their bodies were 
placed to rest beside that of their son. He seemed here to real­
ize that the goo:! fight ,vas finishej ~ and true it proved, for very 
soon the aged pair passed to their reward, the wife outliving him 
but a short time. Thus the .A.cton ce1netery received into its sa­
cred bosotn the dust of another ''hero in the strife.'' · ''Fighting 
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Joe" Roberson lived not for himself, but for hutnanity, and with 
all of his labors he was as poor~ 1nan at his death as when he 
com1nenced life. 'fwo of his children are no\\· Ii ving, a son, Joe, 
about .A.lvarado, and a daughter, Mrs. Ken1p, about Joshua, in 
Johnson county. 

CHAPTER XX.~PIONEERS OF ACTON COUNTRY Continued­
J AMES HALFORD-THE CROCKETT AND PATTON FAMILIES­
CALVIN GOODLETT-ISAAC NOLAN-DILLARD BROTHERS. 

About the year 1853 Jatnes Halford, a Baptist preacher of note, 
settled on Rucker's creek. He died here about 1863, leaving his 
widow, who was a daughter of David Crockett, and a nu1nber of 
children. All of the Halford children are now dead, except 
Graves, who still resides on Rucker's creek. Davis Harp, a 
grandson, Ii ves on Bear creek, in 'farrant county. One of the 
daughters of the widow Halford, by a former marriage. with 
Kimbrew, was the first wife of Joe F. Kerr. .A.t the tin1e of the 
settlement of Halford, l\Irs. Elizabeth Crockett and her sons, Geo. 
Patton and Robt. Crockett, a son of David Crock~tt, also settled 
on the David Crockett survey of land and the 320 acre. survey 
granted by the state to the widow Crockett. Geo. Patton being 
a son of the widow Crockett . by a former 1narriage. He 
died some ttn years _ago and two of his sons, J. C. and L. W., 
are living ; the first in Hill county and the latter in Hood coun­
ty. He had three other sons slain, ,vhile gallantly defending 
their country during the civil wai-. The death of the \Vidow and 
son of David Crockett were obser,1ed in a forn1er chapter. These 
several fan1ilies, so nearly related by blood and tnarriage to that 
conspicuous character, have followed humble careers in Hood 
county, yet have largely contributed in their co1nbined influence 
and activity to her affairs and prosperity. .A grandson of David 
Crockett, .A.shley W. Crockett, has long been the sole proprietor 
and editor of the Granbury Graphic, the regular successor of the 
old 44Vidette," the first ne\\·spaper ever published in Hood coun­
ty ; he haYing begun his career \\'ith that paper \\rhen a s1nall 
boy in _the capacity of printer's devil. 

.A.tnong the men of good influence in the connnunity of which 
,ve are now writing is Calvin (}oodlett, wh9 was settled early in 
the fifties at his present place, known pretty generally as the 
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Ehn Grove, !:>etween Rucker's and Long creeks. He has for sev­
eral years been kept closely about his home by reason of his ad­
vanced age, his habits generally being that of a quiet 1nan, sel­
dom seen far fron1 his farrn. 

A1nong th~ industries of early date, we find . that Isaac Nolan 
had a blacksmith shop at his place just in the timber several 
1niles to the north\vard from Acton on a branch of Rucker's creek, 
,vhich has ever since retained his na1ne. His shop was probably 
established as early as r854, and was no doubt a much needed 
institution in those days. Nolan subsequently n1oved to the vi­
cinity of Caddo, Johnson county, and then on Ash creek in Parker 
county, but has long been dead. 

John Dillard, who dieci in March, 1895, at his home on the 
east side of the Brazos above Thorp Spring, and his brother, who 
was a Methodist preacher, were both 1nen of intelligence and 
greatly respected by neighbors and acquaintances because of their 
usefulness and quiet lives of unostentatious kindness to all with 
whon1 they came in contact. The settlement of the first was on 
Nolan River, and the latter between Walnut and Fall creeks, as 
early as about 1855. The preacher died shortly after the war 
period. J o~n Dillard, in 1872, removed from Nolan to the Brazos 
place, where he continued till his recent death. He and his good 
companion, dying about the san1e tin1e, ~ere buried in the same 
grave. They left several children, who are also greatly r~spect­
ed as honorable and useful citizens. I take the liberty to quote 
from a recently published sketch of John Dillard by "R. C." the 
follo,ving: 

· "Mr. Dillard was born in Tennessee in 1822 and came to Tex­
as in 1837 ; married and settled in Cherokee county. He served 
that county as Probate Judge, and by his integrity as an officer, 
his honor as a citizen, his purity in social life, he did n1uch to 
establish la,v and order and 1nould society in a new country. 
Forty years ago he can1e to the territory now forming Johnson 
county, and settled near where the town of Buchanan was after­
wards built. Here he went through much the same hardships 
he had endured in the east, helping to organize the county; fight­
ing the Indians-in short, turning a wild conn try in to a land of 
happy, prosperous ho1nes. '' 
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CHAPTER XXL-PIONEERS OF .-\CTON COUNTRY Continued-. 
JAMES ELAM-MACK HENSLEY-A .. ~:. KEITH-1-IAJ. CAR-

MICHAEL AND HIS "BLOODY" 20th BATTALION. 

J atnes Elan1, still living at Cresson, "'·as settled on Station 
branch, a tributary of Fall creek, as early perhaps as 1856. ~Ir. 
Elam has always been a respected citizen, contributing by exatn­
ple and otherwise to the n1oral and 1naterial prosperty of the 
countrv. Below hitn on Fall creek and about the same locality 

, J 

wher-e the ~1anley's and Patton's had settled, ,vere 1\1:ack Hensly, 
Sr., two of whose daughters became the ,vives respectively of Dr. 
Cornelius and .A .. E. Keith. :\Ir. Henslev was a substantial citi-, 

zen of good qu~lities : like 1nany of the frontiers1nen he seemed 
not to relish living in other than a sparsely settled region and 
some ten years ago he sold out his Fall creek farm and 111oved 
westward; a son, Mack Hensley, still resides in• Hood, and Mr. 
A .. E. Keith, a son-in-la\v, who preceded ~Ir. Hensley a short 
time in his settlement on Fall creek, long re1nained a citizen of 
this co1nmunity. Mr. Keith has always been a quiet and con­
servative man of intelligence ; sotne years ago desiring to sur­
round hi~ children with better facilities for being educated, he 
removed to Granbury, where his several sons and daughters have 
received the finishing touches of such education as could be ob­
tained in the Co~lege of that city. .And '\\"hile in tnaterial prop­
erty, perhaps, Mr. Keith has not succeeded any better in his ne\v 
abode where he still lives, yet he has the satisfaction of kno,ving 
that his children are qualified for the struggles of life. One son 
adheres to fartning, while two are struggling with the intrica­
cies of law. Hensle,· and Keith were settled on Fall creek about . 
the year 1859. 

We now approach the period of the civil \\·ar, which, in so far 
as the facts have co111e to our kno\\'ledge, except as already re­
lated, seems to be sterile of any eYents of 1nuch interest transpir­
ing in this com1nynity. Its 111ost notable and active young 111e11 
perhaps were serving in the Confederate ar1ny, and as Indians in 
their forays seemed to care not to venture thus far into the set­
tletnents, there was little of interest transpiring . 

.1\.1nong the several military co1npanies and battalions, to which 
this coli11nunity contributed its 1nen, perhaps none have been 
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111ore noted than l\1aj .... .\rch Car1nichael's "bloody 20th," as it 
was known. That gallant cotnmander, however, seems from 
so111e circtnnstances, perhaps beyond his control, to have been re­
strained in his ambitious aesigns as a military leader; for the 
cruel circun1stances of ,var and. arn1y discipline kept him during_ 
the greater part of that period, tull of activity to others, having 
to tamely submit to remaining with his battallion, camped about 
'fhorp Spring, with only an occasional sally forth in pursuit of 
so1ne fleeing band of Indians. On one occasion in Blair valley, 
when a party of Indians had fallen upon and slain a helpless far-
1ner, traveling the road with his little boy, in a wagon, and 
"rounded the boy, Maj. Carmichael arrived upon the scene with 
his cotnniand just in opportune titne to give decent burial to the 
dead and care for the bereaved son. It was doubtless the great 
indignation, which this pent up career occasioned to overflow i~ 
expressions of eloquent denunciations of the enen1ies of his coun­
try, who111 he ~as so cruelly restrained fro1n punishing, that gave 
to his co1n1nand the title of "The bloody 20th." But Maj. Car-
111ichael could, with surprising facility, subdue the 1nost turbu­
lent feelings of revenge, and shine forth t1pon the generous side 
of his so1newhat luxuriant and verbose nature, toward even his 
ene111ies, as few men can. It 1s related of hin1 that at one titne a 
neighbor, Wn1. Reynolds, had, without his knowledge, taken 
possession of his boat, kept _near his residence on the Brazos, and 
learning of it, he beca1ne so greatly incensed, that he girded on 
his six-shooter and Bowie knife, and sought the offender with 
the declared purpose of dispatching hi111 on sight ; and boiling 
with expressions of \·engeance he rode right upon the offender, 
who, ,vith others, not see1ning to suspect the portentous .evil 
that threatened, was quietly engaged in eating a watermelon, 
:\Iaj. Car111ichael i1n1nediately disn1ounted, hitched his horse, and 
clra\\·ing his ferocious blade, hurried to the group, but the very 
appearance of the Yicti1n, indicative, perhaps, of no apprehension 
of danger, see111ed instantly to reverse the flood of vengeance so 
lately rushing down upon hi111, and - substituting therefor the 
neighborly feelings·, and Carmichael instead qf spilling the blood 
of his neighbor, thrust his good blade deep into the flesh of the 
luscious 1nelon, saying, '' Howdy Bill, I believe I'll take a hand 
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with you in this 1nelon." lVlaj. Car1nichael had settled upon the 
Brazos several years prior to the war, and he has always been an 
enterprising and progressive farn1er, raising a family of several 
boys. In all public n1atters pertaining to the good of his locality 
and county he has been a 1noving spirit; mentally active, his 
voice has ever been extended, at times eloquently, in behalf of 
what he deemed right, and in denunciation of wrong. He see1ns 
to abide in old age, infirm by the ravages of disease, reluctant to 
leave the scenes and the friends he has loved so long : 

"For who, to dumb forgetfulness a prey, 
This pleasing, anxious being ere resigned, 

Left the wartn precincts of the cheerful day, 
Nor cast one longing, lingering look behind ? '' 

CHAPTER XXIL-BARNARD SETTLEMENT-FORT SPUNKY­

CHAMBERS STORE-BARNARD'S TRADING HOUSE-INDIAN 

VILLAGE, AND THEIR OCCUPATIONS~REMOVED TO 

RESERVATION-BARN ARD' S CHARACTER-HIS 

MARRIAGE TO RANSOMED CAPTIVE~ 

Let us now turn for awhile fro1n the consideration of the .A.cton 
settleme11,t, to another farther down the Brazos, and which is 
designated as the Barnard, or Fort Spunky co1nmunity, and ·em­
bracing that section of Hood and S01nervell coanties east of the 
river and south of the DeCordova bend. This gr~at bend in the 
Brazos has its neck, of not 1nore than .half mile wide, at a dis­
tance of four or five 1niles west of its extreme elbo,v, which 
pierces the western boundary of Johnson county ; and the river, 
as a natural obstruction, has so1newhat isolated this com1nunity 
from the other portions of Hood county and 111ade it, in a large 
1neasure, tributary to Johnson county. 

The village of Ft. Spunky, the trading and social center of 
this settlement, is some two 1niles fro1n the residence of Chas. 
Barnard on the Brazos, and ,vas first called Barnardville, when 
the first store ho1;se was opened, about the middle of the seven­
ties ; but a short time after, several fights having occurred, upon 
obtaining for it a postoffice, the 111ore beligerent 11a1ne it now bears 
was bestowed by its 9wn people, who began to post sign boards 
along the roads leading to it, designating the distances to "Ft. 
Spunky.'' The present village, however, ,vas not the earliest 
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centre of trade here. Prior to this J. H. Chambers had a store a 
short distance away on George's creek, where, as justice of the 
peace, he presided with rather more than the average ability of 
the country 'sqire, over the litigous controversies of the vicinage, 
as well as supplied the people ,vith needed articles of farm and · 
household use. And still earlier, even long anterior to the white 
settlements, as far back as 1847, Chas. Barnard, who was briefly 
1neutioned in the early part of these pages, catne and located his 
famous trading house here, where he still lives, and carried on an 
extensive trade with the Indians, then in ,full and free enjoyment 
of these hunting g~ounds. A peacable band, under their lordly 
chief, were dotniciled in their wigwams near by, at the mouth of 
a s1nall creek flowing into the Brazos, and which frotn this cir­
cumstance took the na1ne of Village creek. Here they remained 
the fast friends and profitable custotners of Barnard, reaping rich 
harv€sts of skins and furs fro1n· the surrounding regions abound­
ing in ga1ne, and exchanging th~1n with Barnard for his mer­
chandise suited to their tas!es. In their village of wigwatns and 
huts the log cabin of their chief towered above, a kind of palatial 
mark of distinction and royalty, while about the1n in stnall patches 
they cultivated in Indian style a few vegetables and corn. The 
chief adtnitted to the white visitors occasionally there, that, while 
their corn wasn't very good, yet it made fine fodder. The name 
of this ruler has not been perpetuated atnong the whites who have 
since supplanted him in his dotnain. Besides the aforesaid agri­
cultural enterprises, there were sotue. approaches toward manu-· 
facture carried on, in the way of dressing the pelts for n1arket, by 

• 
these villagers. And for amuse1nents, the turf was t~eir stage; 
where 1nany equestrian perfor1nance won applause or ridicule, 
according to 1nerit; and many a pony exchanged ownership, be­
cause of inability to run faster than his cotnpetitor. This was 
about the condition of Barnard's surroundings for a period of 
some six or seven years after his settle1nent there, until the Unit­
ed States Govern1nent re1noved the Indians to the Reservation 
about Fort Belknap; when suddenly Barnard found his trade 
gone; but not to be foiled in his preference of dealing with the 
red man, he soon packed his merchandise into no less than a 

_ dozen wagons, ea~h drawn by six n1ules, and followed his 
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friendly custo1ners, with his trading house, to their new abode, 
not, however, retnoviug his residence. Here Barnard still re­
mains do1niciled upon the identical pre1nises where he settled 
nearly a half century ago, and where the great state of 'rexas 
has developed during his resideu.ce here, fron1 a re111ote Indian 
frontier, leaving hi1n now centrally situated in a civilization ex­
tending its iron ar111s to the upper Rio Grande. Here in th is 
spot, that develop1nent has 111ade hi1n the citizen of no less than 
five counties. This interesting character came fro1n New ·York to 
Texas when a young 1na11, possibly in the mere search of adven­
ture; he possesses naturally broad intellectu8:l powers, ,vhich 
were well cultivated, and except for an unfortunate thirst, which 
long ago mastered his intel]ectual powers and co11sun1ed his con­
siderable wealth, 1night without doubt, have attained to gr~at 
pron1inence in the affairs of his state. He believes the Indians, 
so long hi~ friends, associates and allies, have been 111aligned in 
many respects ; that they are n_ot, without cause, the blood 
thirsty wretches and thieves, that 1nany writers have credited 
thetn with being. Mr. Barnard during the period of his trade 
with the Indians came in contact with a Mexican ladv of the 
family ol Cavassas, who had been captured in Mexico b~ a band 
of Indians and brought to the Brazos country, where, after some 
six or eight n1onths of such sufferings as are usually inci­
dent to such a captivity, during which she had witnessed the 
killing of another lady, her co111panion, and had only saved her­
self from a like fate, perhaps, by manifesting to her captors a de­
sire to be killed, was finally ranso1ned by whites near Waco. 
Barnard became attached to her and she beca1ne his ,vife. And 
it w_as sotne years after she had, by repeated endeavors through 
the imperfect mail facilities existing between the two countries, 
endeavored to co1n1nunicate ·with her fatnily in Mexico, ·that, by 
the fortuitous circumstances of a twin brother, whose likeness 
to her was so co1nplete, that while traveling in the vicinity, her 
acquaintances recognized the resetnblance, and thereby ca1ne 
about a re-opening of con11nunication with her family in Mexico. 
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CHAPTER XXIII.-BARNARD SETTLEMENT Continued-l\1ATT 
AND SAM GRAHAM-]. E. NORTON-SAM WHITE­

·REYNOLDS-BERRYS. 

In 1854 to 1855, the Barnard settle1nent now having been by 
the retnoval of the Indians to their reservation, opened to the 
whites, received several additions, of a 1nost substantial charac­
ter. Among thetn were Matt and Satn Graha1n, brothers, who 
settled on George's creek and engaged in stock raising; and 
though within Johnson county, yet their identity with this lo­
cality, makes then1 of the comn1unity of which ·we are now treat­
ing. Matt Graham has continued to live here to the present 
day, but his brothet has engaged in public life, having served 
several terms in the legislature ~rom his county, and of late years 
has tnade his home about Cleburne. The first named has , al­
ways been closely identified with and influential in the co.mmu­
nity affairs of the George's creek country; and his counsels have 
been for the best interest, in opposition to lawless tendencies, in 
those early tin1es, when in remote settlements like this, the peo­
ple were often, of apparent necessity, in self-protection, te1npted 
to ad1ninister justice and penalties, in accordance with the first 
principles of society. At the commencetncnt of the civil war, 
Matt Grahan1 enlisted in Capt. Wtn. Shannon's co111pany, with 
Col. Nelson's regitnent, afterwards under the connnand of Col. 
Roger Q. Mills, and served during the war with that distinguish­
ed regin1ent in the 1nany battles in which it was engaged, receiv­
ing severe wounds at Jonesboro and Ringgold. Mr. Graha111 is 
a 111an of good education for his time, and of such general i11for-
1nation and intelligence as to be an interesting compa111on ; and 
yet withal, strange to say he was never tnarried, possibly because 
he was so gene1ally admired by the ladies, that lie had no heart 
to grieve the n1any by the appropriation of only one . 

.. i\.fter the Graha1ns can1e Ja1nes E. Norton, (1855) a 111an of 
influence and integrity of character. Norton, by energy and dil­
gence, acquired considerable properties here, consisting in a large 
1neasure of lands and tenen1ent farn1s, as well as stock. His fatn­
ily connections were large in Somervell county. He died several 
years ago. His children are also influential citizens of Sotner­
vell and other counties. Frank and Robt. Norton are citizens of 
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George's creek, w bile King and Harrison are engaged in stock 
raising in some of the western counties. 

Sain White, who died a few years ago at Y1is hoine on George's 
creek, ca1ne here ,vith two brothers in 1857, taking charge of the 
stock cattle and horses of Meridith Hart, ,vho settled on the 
western border of the cross titnbers in Johnson county, who was 
a most thrifty stockn1an, and whose son, Hon. A. J. Hart, set­
tled on the Brazos in the southern part of Somervell county, 
where he has long resided a tnost respected and inflLential cit­
izen, having twice"'served his dis~ri~t, including the counties of 
Hood and Somervell, in the legislature, about ,vhich more will 
occur in a.subsequent chapter. Sain White prospered and lived 
a respected and honorable citizen of George's ·creek. He was a 
man of generous and friendly disposition, and in consequence, is 

~ 

said to have suffered 1nuch toward the latter part of his career, 
by reason of surety obligaticns.. He 2lways had n:any ,vartn 
friends. He and his two brothers were in the Confederate ser­
vice in Parsons regiment, and the two latter cied during the war. 

About the satue period (1856-7) Jake Reynolds settled on 
George's freek, but a te,v years later he :,old out to J. L. · A. 
Berry and moved to Buchanan, where he engaged in business for 
awhile ; and at the breaking out of the war, enlisted in the Con­
federate army, his family returning to Geo!ge's creek. - After 
Mr. Reynolds' return frotn the s·ervice he 1noved to Parker coun­
ty and settled on the Brazos, about Big valley. He was a n1an 
of integrity, well spoken of by his contemporaries. His son, 
Wm. Reynolds, who survives him, is a respected and influential 
tnerchant of Buckner, Parker county. 

• 
A.]. Berry, an uncle of J. L. l\ .. Berry, came to this locality 

in 1857, in charge of the stock of cattle of the latter, and was a 
good citizen. So too, at the same time came James S. Johnson, 
who remained a substantial citizen here until his death, in 1893. 
In 1859, J. L. A. Berry, having, as already stated, located a 

• 
large stock of cattle here in charge of his uncle, now came with 
his family from his east Texas home about Nacogdoches and San 
Augustine. Mr. Berry had settled with his father in east Texas, 
when but a 14-year-old boy, as early as 1838. The Berry fam­
ily were fron1 Washington county, Va., and Juo. L. A., and his 
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brother, Philander, "'ho are both respected citizens of Hood, 
co1ning to Texas at that early and turbulent period, were sur­
rounded in their earlv davs \\yith 111any scenes of border life cal-. . . 
culated to i1npress them ,v~th hardy constitutions and fearless dis-
positions. Bnt withal they seemed to have never lost sight of 
the inherent principles of integrity, inculcated by christian pa­
rents, and hence have remained through all their career here 
tnost honorable citizens, con1bating wrong, and suffering 1nany 
losses in estate at the hands of a thieving class who, after the 
war, invaded the stock regions of the border settletnents and by 
a handy use of the branding irons despoiled many an honest far­
tner and ranchman of his possessions. ,vhen J. L. A. Berry set­
tled with his family on (~eorge's creek he brought a herd of son1e 
six hundred head of cattle:: to add to his.stock of cattle located, of 
near the satne number ; and also brought a stock of horses. In 
1862, and till 1866, Mr. Berry becon1ing favorably impressed 
with Brown county as a stock region, removed 111any of his cattle 
th~re, and during this period he, in connection with his military 
duties, as a·soldier in l\1:aj. Carrnichael's battalion in frontier ser­
vice, 1nade 111any trips frotn the Brazos to Brown county, often 
alone, ~ut never at any ti1ne en~ountered hostile Indians. Mr. 
Berry, however, relates 1nany an1nsing incidents of .these times, 
so1ne of which 1nay serve to etnbellish future chapters. 

CHAPTER XXI\".-BARNARD SETTLEMENT Continued-VISITS 
oF FRIENDLY INDIANS-INDIAN Bovs' FRIENDSHIP AND 

:\1EMORY-SKILLED BOWMEN-OTHER SETTLEMEN'rs 

HERE AND ON THE BRAZOS AND P.ALUXV-THOS. 

PARVIN-RAGSDA LE-1..,EE. 

A.fter the settletnent of the Whites in the Barnard locality, no 
inYasion of hostile Indians seetns to haYe disturbed the1n. This 
fact is probably largely attributable to the great friendship so 
Ion~ existing between the seyeral Indian tribes and Charles Barn­
ard. The Tonkaways and other friendly Indians, however, ,vere 
occasionally here in s1nall hunting parties, and probably gave 

. 111ore or less occasion for alarm, when seen by the new coiners-. 
In about the early part of 1864, a party of about roo Tonkaways 
passing through, en ronte to Waco, suddenly 111ade their appear-
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ance at the door of J. L .. -\.. Berry's house, in such an uncere1110-
nious way as to give rise for alartn ; but Mr. Berry soon learned 
fron1 them that they were 'fonkaways, and had no hostile inten­
tions. In passing through the country they frequently divided 
into s1nall hunting parties for the purpose· of procuring ga1ne and 
provisions; and it was probably a party of these friendly Indians 
that were seen to pass Maj. Car1nichael's on one occasion, and 
caused alarm in th~t neighborhood. A. si111ilar party of 'fonka­
ways passed through on another visit to vVaco, and in their ntun­
ber was a small Indian boy, about the satne _age of I\Ir. Berry's 
son, Jno. H. These boys during the short stay of the Indians 
in the settletnent, got on tern1s of some intitnacy, the Indian 
showing J no. H. how to shoot with bow and arro\v ; and though 
their acquaintance ,vas bt}t for a day, yet after the lapse of two 
or three years, and after Mr. Berry had 1noved to Rucker' s creek, 
this same Indian boy, ,vith another band of Indians passing by 
Berry's house at his ne\\' abode, saw his forn1er playn1ate and 
recognized hitn at a distance of so1ne fifty yards, and can1e run­
ning to him, greeting, and showing his great delight at again 
1neeting hi111. Mr. Berry relates that, when residing on c;eorge's 
creek, on 'one occasion a party of _'fonka\\·ays ca111e into the neigh­
borhood, hu~gry and begging for provisions, when he and sev­
eral other neighbors contributed beef for their relief. Hut in 
order to test their skill and strength ,vith the bow, they selected 
a large fat steer in a herd on the prairie and told the111 they 
should have it, provided they would chase it 011 their horses and 
kill it with bow and arrows. So they soon had it detached fron1 
the other cattle, and while in a full run, one Indian, in rapid 
succession, shot three arrows into its side, each piercing the ani­
n1al in the region of the heart, and entering ,vithin a hand's 
breadth of each other, the distance being 20 yards away; the 
steer ran but a short distance till he fell and expired. A.fter see­
ing this, Mr. Berry \\rhen traveling in regions infested by In­
dians, always carried his r6-shooti11g \-Vinchester rifle, as his 
conclusion was that six-shooters were not equal to the bow and 
arrow in the hands of an Indian. 

The Barnard neighborhood, including the several bends in the 
river, known as .. A.bbey and Herndon bends, and the George's 
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creek country, is doubtless territory in which many other inter­
esting e\·ents of the ante war period have occurred; and where 
persons other than have been 1nen tioned have possibly been 
pro1ninent in affairs of the locality, but for the present we can 
but mention, that, here were settled .-\sh and Wtn. Marlin of a 
noted fa1nily of Texans; vVm. died here sotne 25 years ago, and 
.Ash subsequently removed to Young county, where he died; 
l\fartin Nalls, who has been dead some time; the .A.rmstrongs, 
the elder having died some years ago. the younger members are 
still here; Dr. Geo. Chadwick, who died hen: about I 879, and 
the Pinson brothers, these were all influential citizens of this 
neighborhood and had settled so1ne time probably subsequent to 
the ,var. 

Passing now to other settle1nents along the Brazos and Paluxy, 
we find that, several years before the ,var, Thotnas Parvin set­
tled on the Brazos, near the southern border of the present coun­
ty of So1nervell. He subsequently tnoved to the neighborhood 
of Barnard's A1ill, (Glen Rose.) Mr. Parvin died in 1894, leav­
ing several sons, who help to people Sotnervell county, and are 
all good citizens. l\1r. Parvin himself was a tnan of integrity 
and influence, good natured and fond of joking, was therefore 
liked by his acquaintances . . 

A.111ong the earliest of the lower Paluxy settlers was Mr. Rags-
dale, the date of whose settlen1ent is not ascertained, nor im­
portant. lVIany of the earlier people speak of him as having 
been here several years w h~n they came. He is well spoken of 
by those who knew hi111. He was killed at an early date, by his 
wagon rolling back do,vn the bank of Paluxy and falling back on 
hitn. He left several daughters-one the widow of James Lee, 
another old ti1ner and hunter of this locality, is now living in 
S01nervell county-and two sons, G_eorge, ,vho is a prosperous 
citizen of Kimble county, and Saunders, who yet lives in Somer­
Yell. J a1nes Lee died at his home near. Chalk Mountain in 1894. 
' . 

He had engaged, it is said, in several Indian fights in our terri-
tory, and is said to have been a n1an of natural intelligence and 
good qualities. He is said to have been in the fight in the wes­
tern part of our territory when ""Doc'' Dennis was wounded, 
and that he distinguished h1n1self by slaying the Indian that shot 
Dennis. -
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CHAPTER XX\".-1\xov \\,,..ALTERS AND Hrs CoNNECTIONS­

l)R. l\f ANSIL l\L-\THE\vs .-\RRIVES IX Hrs STRANGE CRAFT 

AND HOLDS A BIG ~TEETING 0~ Sou A\\. CRF.EK-'rHE -
FRESHET OF '59-jOHN Bt:LL-jESSE St:TTOX-

jOHX lDO:\,I-CesTOMS OF STOCK.MEN. 

I)uring 1859 our territory acquired fro1n Cherokee and Sn1ith 
counties a considerable influx of population, headed by .Andy C. 
Walters and his several sons and sons-in-la\\r, with others of their 
connections. ''Uncle .A.ndy.," as he pleased to call hitnself and 
by _which title of respect he was usual~y addressed, settled on_ the 
west hank of the Brazos and near Co1nanche Peak. He brought 
several slaves ,vith hi1n and soon opened up a considerable far111 
in the fertile Yalley of the Brazos, from the products of \\'hich 
he continued here in prosperity, a s01newhat noted character, 
till about 1877, when he 1noved to Coletnan county, \vhere he 
subsequently died. He \vas corpulent in appearance, and his 
voice in ordinary conversation, when exhilarated by the jovial 
spirits he surrounded, and surrounding hi 111, could be distinct} y 
recognized several hundred yards away. He ,vas exceedingly 
good nattyed, and his language replete with expressions \\·hich 
could not properly be pronounced "profundity." He and his 
several sons-Moses, W. C., Cook and (}eorge, and sons-iu-la,v­
John ... .\.ston, T. C. · .Arrington, J. H. Haley, J)an He1111ni11s, B. 
A. Magness and Larkin Prestidge, have been influential in shap:.. 
ing the public affairs of the county. Moses vValters ,vas defeat­
ed for county clerk at the first countv election bv A .. S. McCa111-. ., ~ 

ant, by only eleven votes. He beca1ne a prosperous stock111an 
and preceded his father in his 1nove to the ,vest. \Vith the ex­
ception of Cook, \V ho also ,vent west, the other sons retnained 
here.· He1n1nins and Haley, as partners, \\'ere for a long while 
prominent as 1ni1l 111en, having succeeded to the (;oather ,vater 
1nill on Paluxy, ,vhich, under their efficient skill, turned ont a 
grade of flour of tge best quality. John .:\ston settled on Squaw 
creek and proved the fertility of its soil by a long experience as 
a good farmer. He was of feeble health, but by hunting and 
other activities lived till considerably past the 1niddle age, and 
died at his hotne about the latter part of 1894. He \\ras a truly 
rel{able citizen, of sober habits and friendly nature. Larkin 
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Prestidge had also settled on Squaw creek, and was estee1ned a 
reliable stock1nan. He 1noved to the west about 1885, where he 
still lives. T. C. Arrington settled on the east side of the Brazos 
at the tnouth of Walnut creek, in a valley of great fertility, where 
several of his children still live. He died about 1880. This set-. 
tlemen t has long been distinguished in local parlance as '' Dog-
town.'' Dr. B. A. Magness has practiced medicine since his 
early settlement in Hood, and has made himself felt in the influ­
ence he has exerted in 1nany of the affairs of the county. 

After the Walters' settlement here they hauled theirbreadcorn 
and lumber from Cherokee county, a distance of about 160 miles. 

There was a sort of neighborhood postoffice kept by a preacher 
on Squaw creek above .A.ston's, and near by was a small log meet­
ing house, where the people n1et for early religious services, 
which, with an occasional sermon, consisted n1ainly of exercises 
in singing. The only means of transportation in those early days 
being the road wagon and horseback, it was therefore a matter of 
great curiosity to those people when, one day, a dignified gentle­
man came driving up. Squaw creek to the little tneeting house in 
a top buggy, the first that had ever been seen here. The occu­
pant of this strange craft was Dr. Mansil Mathews, a man of such 
wonderful versatility of talents as to be able to not only preach 
with great force, but also to conduct himselt in the practice of 
the professions of both law and medicine, and besides which it is 
told of him that he was useful to his fellov.· citizens in many oth­
er respects. On the occasion of this visit to Squaw creek, although 
the_ Doctor was of the refortned Christian church, whose polity 
eschews the excite1nent of the mourner's bench, yet so powerful 
were his ser1nons in their influence upon these souls, hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness, that a rousing big meeting, 
fraught with loud s?outs of joy and glorification after the 1nanner 
of the l\fethodists and Baptists, was the result. 

Among the noted events of this period, a tremendous freshet 
swept down the valleys of Pa1uxy and Squaw creeks in August, 
1859, carrying away so1ne of the early improven1ents in the low­
er va11eys and drowning some stock, teaching the people caution 
in the matter of building their houses in the low land. 

John Bull, still living on Pony creek, was atnong the earliest 
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settlers here. He was active, and in the troublous period engag­
ed in Indian warfare. In an expedition to the plains he was se­
verely wounded in a battle on Dove er.eek, and while being carried 
by his comrades fro1n the battle field he jocosely re1ninded the1n 
of their enonnous load in carrying off a Bull. The Bull family, 
of which there vlere several, are all citizens of good character. 

Jesse Sutton and John Ido111 were enterprising stock1nen of the 
Paluxy country at this period; and it is related of Sutton that he 
was the only man ,vho had ever succeeded in "turning down" 
that active spirit, Allen Haley, in the business. It happened in 
this way : It was the custon1 of the stockmen to appoint a cer­
tain day in the spring for branding to begin. Haley had the en­
terprise to anticipate the event by the collection of a large herd 
of "1navericks" (unbranded calves) the day prior to the appoint­
ed titne for branding, within his pen ; but Sutton learning of it, 
during the night stole a march on him by turning out the herd 
and driving them to his own pen ; be it said,. however, to his 
credit that on the following morning he sent word to Holly and 
his other associate stockmen to cotne over and brand their res­
pective shares, which were estimated alw~ys on such occasions 
according to the num her of the 1nother stock each had the credit 
of owning. The stockmen of those tin1es, owning upon the open 
range thousands of head unrestrained by fences, had laws and 
custo1ns a1nong themselves, unwritten, which, when pr~perly 
respected, well subserved the purposes of justice, and when vio­
lated were often the occasion of tutbulence and bloodshed. 

CHAPTER XXVL-SETTLEMENTS OF P ALUXY AND SOUAW -
CREEKS Continued---WM. PORTER-SHELBY STANFIEL:i 

AND BRo.-ENGLISH-lNDIAN RAID-KILLING OF 
BRYANT AND NEGR0-~\1:ESQUITE FLAT :FJGHT. 

About the beginning of the civil war, and a few years prior 
thereto, the Paluxy and Squaw creek valleys received accessions 
to their now increasing settlements, of such other bold spirited 
men as W nt. Porter, Shel by Stanfield and a brother, Jake. These 
have all been men of active influence. 

Win. Porter, who still lives in So111ervell, first settled on Pa­
luxy, a few miles above Barnard's 1nill, at what is now known 
as the Murphy place. He was noted as an Indian fighter. At 
commencement of the war he enlisted in Col. Norr1s' regitnent, 
C. S. A., but after a year's service, ,vas discharged and returned 
ed to the frontier, where he entered the service under Col. R. B. 
Barry, and was in many pursuits and engagements with the In­
dians on the upper Brazos. And he afterwards participated with 
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the hastily orgaized 1nilitia in several fights with the Indians in 
our own territory. 

Shelby Stanfield was a stone mason and built the walls of Barn­
ard's mill and several other stone houses now standing· at Glen 
Rose, about 1859 to 1861. In this work he was assisted by his 
brother, Jake Stanfield. Shelby, however, was fond of fine fast 
horses, and subsequently devoted himself to farming and horse 
racing ; having Ii ved for so1ne years on the Brazos several miles 
above Thorp Spring. He moved .west some years ago, and is 
now living in Eastland county. A sister of the Stanfield's was 
also here with the1n, and became the wife of Capt. James En­
glish, who was also one of the early citizens of this territory, and 
who afterwards becan1e a popular and successful lawyer, and is 
now living at Cleburne, yet continuing to ~old valuable interests 
in Somervell county. 

During the war period several Indian raids were tnade into the 
Paluxy and Squaw creek country, resulting in great loss of 
horses to the settlers. In one of these raids about sixty horses 
were taken, and the Indians made good their escape entirely un­
tnolested, which so emboldened them that, toward the close of 
the war, a party variously estimated in nutnber front twelve to 
twenty-five, descended the divide between Paluxy and Squaw 
creeks, taking horses from citizens of both valleys; and near the 
Wild-cat Knob they encountered Rigtnan Bryant of Squaw creek, 
who was out hunting. Mr. Bryant owned a fast race horse, 
which he had hitherto always rode, but upon this fatal day, his. 
son having rode his favorite saddle horse to one of the neigh hors, 
and his gun, too, away, he ventured out, 1nounted on a sorry 
pony, with only his dog, upon his favorite sport of fox hunting; 
and when the Indians ca111e upon him, they soon ran him down, 
and pierced hitn through frotn back to front with a spear, kill­
ing, scalping and stripping hi1n of all his clothing. They also 
wounded his dog, after which they see1n to have ren1ained in the 
vicinity the greater part of the day, for towards evening, \V. C. 
Walters, Silas Scarborough and a negro, returning from Goath­
ers n1ill to their ho1nes on Squaw creek, when about a 111ile frotn 
the 1ni1l, discovered a bunch of horses in a cedar brake near 
their road, and Walters called attention, saying he believed there 
were Indians near, but they decided to venture on, until soon 
they saw between the111 and the bunch of horses, two Indian 
boys 1nounted and crouched close do,vn by the sides of their 
horses; whereupon they at once conunenced a retreat to a cedar 
brake, this 1novement caused the whole party of Indians to con1e 
after them in hot pursuit ; they? all, however, succeeded in n1ak­
ing good their escape, except the poor darkey, who was riding a 
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111ule, and was overtaken and speared repeatedly, the Indians en­
deavoring to persuade hi111 to go with them, which he stubbornly 
refused to do; whereupon they shot him in the breast with an 
arrow, and also shot his 1nule, and left him. The negro lived 
for about two weeks and died from his wounds. A party of cit­
zens from the Robinson settlement on Paluxy, while on the In­
dian trail, found the body of Bryant during the day, and only 
stopping to hastily cover it up and dispatch a 1nessenger to his 
neighbors on Squaw creek, they pursued the trail of their ene­
mies, who had possession of n1an y of their horses, and were still 
marauding the settletnents. On the following 1norning, 0. P. 
Hutchinson, Larkin Prestidge, and others went and got the body 
of the unfortunate Bryant, finding it well guarded by the faith­
ful wounded dog, frotn whom with difficulty they obtained its 
possession. The Indians crossing to the south of Paluxy near 
the Havens place, circled about White Bluff and Taylor Gap, 
near the Bosque county line, then turning northward, re-crossed 
Paluxy near Wilkes Barker's about a 1nile above Barnard's mill. 
They had gathered up 1nany horses, including a very fine mare 
of Jesse Kimble's, and all of W 1n. Porter's, except the one he 
was riding, he having in the mean time jo~ned the trailing party. 
After again gaining the north side of Paluxy, they stopped for 
rest and food at "Mesquite Flat," a depression in the divide be­
tween Paluty and Squaw creek, two miles above Barnard's Mill. 
Meanwhile a party from the settlements below had ar1ned and 
gathered for pursuit, and here they ca1ne upon the Indians and a 
fight at once ensued ; but as the attacking party was without 
much organization, only a few of them could be induced to bold­
ly assault the Indians, who fought and retreated with skill. In 
the attacking party were Capt. Sewell, Allen Haley, Shelby 
Stanfield, Wm. McDonald, Daniel l\1cBride, and others · not re-
1ne111bered. McBride received a severe arrow wound over the 
eye; while the Indians so far as was absolutely known, got away 
without injury ; but it ~vas thought that Haley had killed one, 
and that others were wounded ; if so, they succeeded in carrying 
away their dead and wounded : But the trailing party coining 
up and joining the others, and the fight continuing for five or 
six tniles, the Indians were compelled to abandon all of the stolen 
horses, most of whi~h they shot. The chief conunanding the In­
dians was dressed in a blue hunting shirt and rode up and down 
the line, displaying great coolness and skill in the fight. 
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CHAPTER XXVIL-SETTLE:MENTS. OF PALUXY, Continued­
THE l\1cCAMANTs-.t\.NDRE,v JACKSON-''Doc'' CRITEs­

IsAACS-THE l\lOTHERS OF THE FRONTIER-J-t\. STORY 

i\le..... l\!IcCa1nant established a tanaery business at his set­
tle1nen t, about fo~r 111iles above Barnard's 1nill, in 1862 or '63, 
,vhere he used the ne\V process of tanning ,vith cedar leaves. Alex 
l\icCa1na11t and his brother, Win., both after\vards becaine 111en 
of considerable influence in the affairs of Hood and S0111ervell 
counties, as will hereafter appear. 'fhey ca1ne fro111 Virginia to 
Hunt county, 'rexas, as early as 1852 & '54, and were both prac­
tical surveyors. They each 111arried daughters of Capt. J. C. 
Gardner, whose fatnily acco1npanied them to Texas, and t,vo of 
whose sons, Gray and Walter, are yet citizens of our county. 
A. S. McCamant served as su·rveyor of Hunt county t,vo ter1ns 
prior to his re1noval with his fainily and brother, Win. G., to the 
Paluxy, which occurred in r86i. In addition to the tannery 
business, the l\icCamants here engaged in stock raising and fartn­
ing, and suffered in con1mon with others 111any losses by the In­
dian depredations. A~ S. served as a confederate soldier in oi1e 
of the com1nands assigned to protection of the frontier against 
Indians. He 1noved to Granbury about the time of the county 
organization, having been elected clerk of the county court. 
Here he became one of the tnost active spirits in settling up th~ 
county and town ; and the old double log house now standing on 
the south side of La1nbert branch to the northeast of the Nutt 
house, and now in a dilapidated condition, was built and occu­
pied by him, and is a re1naining inonu1nent of the hospitality 
dispensed by hitn to his 1nany friends an1ong the pro111inent char­
acters _of the county during his ti1ne. Many of the land titles 
within our territory, too, bear the i1npress of his characteristic 
hand. He was shrewd and potent in the great influence exerted 
by hitn in the local politics of his ti1ne ; and possessing a good 
natured and generous disposition, Vlon 1nany friends a111011g all 
classes. He is now living at an advanced age in Jones county, 
having ren1oved fro1n Hood about 1877. 

Win. G. I\lcCatnant was of a 111ore reserved nature. He serv­
ed as county surveyor several tenns, during which ti1ne he also 
resided near Granbury, but subsequently he returned to Paluxy, 
where h~ died about 1885 . 

. A .. ndre,v Jackson, heretofore n1entioned, settled at the Gideon 
l\1ills place, below Bluff Dale, s01ne tiine prior to the war. 1\1:r. 
Jackson has tnaintained a character as a sturdy citizen of integri­
ty, and he and his boys have been active, not alone as guardians 
of the lower settletnents against indian raids, but in all of the 
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enterprises ,vnhin their con1111t111ity tending to the elevation of 
the 1noral standing of the citizen. 

Nearly opposite to Jackson, on the north of Paluxy, C. A. 
Crites, 1nore co1n111only knovn1 as "" Doc" Crites, ,vas settled. 
He beca1ne frotn an hu111ble beginning, by industry, intelligence 
and econo1ny, a 111ost pro111ine11t and. prosperous stock far1uer in 
this locality. He died about the early eighties. His widow, 
Mrs. Catherine • .\. Crites, now resides in Granbury and is a lady 
greatly estee1ned for her christian character. 

At their Paluxy ho111e Fred Isaacs was also early settled, but 
hav.ing died soon after. his settle1nent, his widow remained to 
brave the dangers of frontier life at their exposed ho111e, where 
she suffered 1nany alartns and losses froin Indians raiding the 
settle1nen t. 

We have had 1nuch to say of the heroic activity of the 1nen of 
pioneer life who, bestride their horses and well arn1ed, were usu­
ally ready, when the Indians catne upon thetn, for fight, or flight; 
but what pen can truly portray the characters of those self-sacri­
ficing won1en, who, following their hardy husbands to the life 
ofthe dangerous frontier, with brave hearts kept lonely watch 
over the domestic altars where the little ones were to be reared 
amid scenes of danger and repeated alarms, into lives of future 
usefulness and blessings to their country? Can any lady ttsed 
~lone to ptaceful surroundings reflect what her own feelings 
tnight be, if cotnpelled to keep guard over an hu1nble cabin ho111e 
in a place distant fro111 neighbors, with none to cotnfort and cheer 
her, save the prattling children, who1n to keep in good hu1nor, 
she 1nust often seen1 not to possess the -fears which yet were 
crowding on her, while her hu5band was away in the saddle in· 
the necessary duties of bread-winning or chasing off the ~avage 
foe. l\fany such wo111en yet survive in our tnidst to ren1ind us 
how enduring is the patience and fortitude of the faithful wife 
and tnother; of these I 1nentio11 Mrs. Elizabeth Caraway, 1\1:rs. 
Polly Cowan, Mrs. Nancy J. Thorp, l\irs. Louisa Garland, Mrs. 
S. C. Cross, with those heretofore 1nen tioned. ; and there are 
tnany others. J\1ay "'their children arise up and call the111 bless­
ed," and let all \\·ho 1nay n1eet the111 re111en1ber to bestow the 
hotnage due the 1nothers of the frontier. l\iany others have pass­
ed to their reward. To all these obscure heroines the sons of 
'rexas are due debts of gratitude which the state's bounty is in­
adequate to pay. 

Let us not forget, too, to honor the 1ne1nory ot the departed, 
among whom I recall such wo1nen as the first Mrs. J ... ~. Form­
walt, the first lVIrs. Jack Wrigh~, Mrs. W. J. W. Powell, ,vith so 
1na11y others, both living and dead, that one surely ought to be 
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pardoned for failing to ren1e1nber and collect the na1nes of all 
these noble ,vo1nen who lived and suffered in those days of trouble 
that their children 111ight inherit the blessings appertaining to a 
conn try whose very strea111s, along whose grassy hanks they so 
often have labored in perfor111ance of the week's washing, con­
tinue to babble forth as it \,Vere their praise. 

"Grandpa" Hehns tells the following story : His wife went 
with her children on one occasion to visit her brother, Caddo 
S1nith, while living on Stroud creek. ,.rhere ,vas a hunting par­
ty of Indians ca1nped near by and several of the squaws ca1ne to 
l\1rs. Stnith's for milk. One of then1 had a cute little dog with 
brass ring around its neck, which so attracted Mrs. : Helms that 
in jest she proposed to give her baby for it. The squaw accept­
ed the proposition and Mrs. Hehns placed the infant in the artns 
of the wo1nan, but Mrs. S1nith, better posted as to the Indian 
character, immediately seized the child and handed it back to the 
1nother, telling her she was foolish, that the squa,v would claitn 
and carry away that babe and she would never see it again. This 
so offended the squaw that she went off in a sullen mood, refus­
ing to accept the 1nilk for ,v hich she ca1ne. 

CHAPTER XXVIII.-PERILS OF THE WOMEN AN:) Bovs DURING 

THE WAR-THEIR DARING SPIRIT-WITH GIDEON l\lILLS 

AND OTHERS THE Cow BOYS DASH INTO A PARTY OF 

INDIANS AND RESCUE HORSES-INCIDENTS ABOUT 

THORP SPRING-GUARDING SOLDIERS-DA\VES-

\VYLIE CLARK AND Bovs-Cow Bovs 
AT DOUBLE MOUNTAIN GAP. 

Our frontier, during the war period, with its tnany perils fron1 
the stealthy invasions of Indian bands who ca1ne into so111e one 
or 111ore of the settle111ents along the creek valleys at each light 
moon and drove away the horses, ,vas especially favorable to the 
develop111en t of a hardy and <la ring set of cow boys fro1n the 
youths who, not being old enough for the regular arn1y service, 
were left as the tnain stay and defense of· the 111other, ho111e and 
property. Col. R. B. Barry and his noted battallion, during _a 
part of this period, were pursuing the savages far to the north­
west, but the titne ca1ne when he and his 111e11 were ordered to 
the east for the regular service, leaving the frontier very greatly 
exposed to Indian raids. There were no schools to the west of 
the Brazos to attend, and these boys, 111any of ,vhose fathers were 
in the Confederate anny, ,vere called into service to guard against 
Indians, and well did they appreciate and perform such· duties. 
Atnong the tnany of this class I mention the Forn1walt boys, the 
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'l'horp ·ooys, J no. and W 1n. Clark, J no. Cross and J no. l\1i<ldleton. 
Beco1niug inured to the· perils and alarms incident to their situa­
tion, this class of youngsters becan1e both bold and expert in 
running down the Indian parties when overtaken in their das­
tard! y thefts. And so too, so111e, thus afforded the unbridled 
liberties of such a life at this in1pressive age, developed in subse­
quent years, into lawless spirits. 

J\bout I 862 a band of Indians ca1ne into the settle1ne11ts on 
Paluxy and were 1naking. their escape with 1nany horses stolen 
fro1n Gidepn Mills, and others \Vho, with Ben Tinnin, John 
Piercy, John Cross, John Ivliddleton and others, hastily pursued, 
overtaking them near the head-waters of Kickapoo, and it is said 
the young and reckless cow boys of the party charged so boldly 
upon the Indians that they were forced to release all the horses, 
save those they rode, and screening the1nselves by the ti111ber 
into which they entered, ti1t1s m:ide their e.:;cape. . The 
Indians escaped upon son1e of the stolen horses, leaving their 
own in lieu, which were claitned and given over to the owners 
who had lost their own. 

At Thorp Spring, \Vhen there lived only _about five families, 
including 1\faj. Fonnwalt's, the most re1note, and Thorp's, the 
most centrally situated, the \Vo1nen and children of the neighbor­
hood, during the light 1noon, would regularly every evening just 
before night-fall, be seen assembling at Thorp's hon1e, each with 
a pillow or so:ne other bedding, to spend the night together; 
usually P. Thorp took his post at the stable where the horses 
were penned, ar1neJ to defend his property, while s01ne young 
man would retnain at the house as a guard for the women and 
children. The other 1nen and boys re1naining at their ho1nes to 
guard against the theft of their horses and the burning of their 
ho1nes by the Indians. And 111any were the alar1ns, so1ne false, 
so1ne real, which these boys experienced. in these -duties, thus 
calling into exercise their acutest senses of watchfulness, caution 
and courage. When the Indians would get atnong a bunch of 
horses if there was one wearing a bell and they could not 111anage 
to catch it at once and take off the bell, they ,vould kill it. 

\Vhile the very ,vo1nen and boys of the frontier, thus itnper­
iled and inured to hardships and a1arms, beca1ne, in spirit, sol­
diers, the truth of history irnpels us to record that there some­
ti1nes were found men who, while they bore artns and \Vore uni­
for1ns, see1ned to possess none of the courage and enterprise of 
the true soldier. Thus it is said of one co1nn1ander, who had 
been stationed on the frontier for protection against the Indians; 
that he took up his quarters at a co1nparatively safe position 
sotne fifty or sixty 1niles within the extre1ne outline of the frou-
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tier settle1nents; and that when he did venture to· sally forth 
into 1nore exposed regions, he soon returned, saying he would 
not take his soldiers where the Indians could cotnc upon the111 
and kill the111 all. S01ne ladies Ii ving far to the \Vest of his 1nost 
extended expeditions, and whose husbands and sons ,vere away 
in the regular service, hearing of ti1is, sent hi111 word that he 
could co1ne out and place his 1nen in catnp and they would guard 
the1n and see that the Indians should not hurt one of them . 

• \1any of the people settled in our territory early in its history, 
who were activ~ and good citizens, have 1noved away and been 
fro1n us so long, that so111eti1nes very worthy nan1es are over­
looked. Of such were J no. J. Dawes, 1nentioned in a previous 
chapter, and Wiley Clark, \Vhose boys were active and -bold 
spirits. The first na!n~d haJ settled ·on Stroud's creek, perhaps 
as early as 18.c;4, where he Ii ved, engaged principally in stock 
raising, till he entered the C. S. A. in Maj. For111walt's co1npany, 
retnoving his fatnily during the war to east Texas, but upon its 
close, settled on the east side of the Brazos, just above the mouth 
of Long creek. Both Mr. Dawes and Mr. Clark were widely 
known and highly estee1ned for their public spirit and active in­
fluence in the affairs of their ti1ne here. 

· A short tune after the beginning of the ~ar a party of so1ne 
eight or ten Indians ca1ne down fro1n Paluxy, nearly to Barnard's 
111ill, and passing out along the divide between Paluxy and the 
head of Robinson creek at the "point of ti111bers." Their pres­
ence being discovered, soon a party, consisting of Wyley, John 
and Bill Clark, so1ne of the Arringtons, Powells and a Mr. Cham­
bers, with others, \Vere in their saddles, and away to the double 
mountain gap in Palo Pinto to intercept the1n and recover the 
stolen horses, of which they had a considerable n111nber, and 
chastise them. Upon arriving at this noted point in the night, 
they discovered from the bunch of horses they found that the In­
dians ,vere already there and in ca1np, but, except the horses, 
no other sign of their whereabouts appeared. It was thereupon 
agreed that they would deploy and cautiously search about for 
the sleeping ene1ny, no one to utter a \Vord till they were found; 
finally, Cha111bers coining suddenly upon the1n, hallooed out, 
"Here they are, boys!" ,vhich inunediately a\voke then1 and 
brought their fire upon hi111, shooting off one of his . fingers, and 
they fled into the brush and escaped. But the boys recovered 
all the horses and returned ho1ne. 
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CIL\PTER XXIX.-FIRST SCHOOLS AX~ 'l"'E:\CHERS OF 'l'HORP 

SPRIXG A.XI) \:"ICIXITY-?\lcRCHIS0X, Drxox .-\XJ) HO\VELL 

FA~iILIES-IXCIDEXTS OF \VAR TI11ES, lLLCSTRATIXG 

THE I)ARIXG CHARACTER OF THE \V0:\1EX-OTHER 

FACTS COXCERXI~G .A.TTACK 0~ THE CADDOS. 

\Vhcrc in the preceding chapter it is said there \Vere no schools 
,vest of the Brazos, it should have heen, that there were but fc\v, 
for, indeed it appears there ,vere several short tenns taught at 
'l'horp Spring and in the La111bert neighborhood. ...--\.111011g these 
early teachers were }Irs. Olive \\Tright, vvife of a l\'Ietho(iist 
preacher. She taught three short ter111s at 'l'horp Spring; and 
Lafayette Halford also taught after her, in the double log house 
built here by :.\Ir. Joe Arringro·n, and \Vhich ouilding, now board­
ed over and long since kno,vn as the l\1atheney place, is still 
standing ; and is now occupied by l\1r. W ;.:lls. .A. lvir. Stokes also 
taught during the war at the For111wJ.lt place; and Nick Fain 
near La1nbert's place, where Granbury now stands. J11st after 
the ,var Capt. J. lVI. l\lurchison settled at 'I'horp Spring, but 
prior to his coining fron1 Fort Worth, his wife taug!1 L school. 
Ivlrs. i\'.lurchison and l\irs. iio\vell, wife of i\.. 'l'. Ho\·vell; ,vere 
daughters of 1\ilr. Dixon._ ;-rhese fa1nili~s ail settled aoout 1'horp 
Spring a few years after the war and ,vere long resi.1ents here. 
Dixon died here some years ago anci ~VI urchison anc.l fio ;veil have 
1noved to the \Vest, where they still live. T il~ .>" ,tll con trib­
uted largely in their good. infli.1ences to the 111aterial and 1nora1 
\vell-being of this co111munity. lV1urchison haYing been u1erchaut 
and postn1aster for 1nany years, it is said that during a period 
,vhen the regular 111ail line <lid not e111brace 'l'horp Spring, he 
voluntarily a~.:.l1111ed the arduous task of persona.Hy carrying the 
n1ail fro111 Granbury; and often 1nade the trip of three 111iles on foot. 

But, reYerting to the earlier period of the ,var; it ,vas said here­
tofore that the ,vo1ne11 and boys becatne soldiers in spirit, but 
facts are 111ore potent than conc1nsions, and illnstrating this con­
clusion, l\irs. Louisa Garland and :V1rs. Nancy 'I'horp, often in 
visiting sick neighbors, ,vith their guns and pistols in hand or 
upon the horns of their saddles, \\Ycnt alone, or ·with s0111e other 
lady, so111eti1nes at night during the dangerons seasons of 1110011-

light. ()n one.of these occasions :\Irs. 1'horp, the ":ery day fol­
lo,ving a kno,vn rain of I udians npon Stroud creek, in con1pany 
,vith another lady, rode four or fiye 111iles up the creek to the 
Heln1s neighborhood to \·isit and aid a sick lady4 i\rriYing, they 
found so1ne of the neighbors rallied at the place and ar111ed for 
1nutual defense. On another occasion, ?vlr. J. B. Highto\ver, who 
resided in Erath countY, ca1ne to th(' Sprin~ to escort a dauohter 

• J ' , b ' 
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then attending school there, to their ho1ne, and the t\vo, riding 
through the prairie to,vard the head ,vaters of Stroud and Rohin­
~~on creeks, encountered a party of Indians, \\·ho cndea\·ored to 
circle around then1 and cut off their retreat, but the daughter, 
not less expert aad bold than her father, kept her horse by his 
side as they sped s,viftly on and left the pnrsn~ng ene111y far be­
hind. .Again, shortly after that 111ost dangerous period prior to 
the ,var, ,vhen the Caddo Indians of the reservation, galled by the 
chastise1nent their tribe had ::-eceived fro1n Capt. Peter Garland 
near Golconda, \Vere .ia: _ ~: 11,~ .1 pon and 111 urdering people to the 
west of us ; l\Ir. 'rhorntJn, \vhose \Yife was _a daughter of Capt. 
Garland, decided not to !iee with the 1nany others frotn his ho1ne 
on Barton's creek; but, backed by his brave ,vife, they deter­
mined to risk their lives in defense of their ho1ne. .A.nd it was 
bnt a short ti1ne till the courage of both ,vas put to the test, for 
a party of Indians intercepting 'rhornton a short ·distance. fron1 
his house, he took refuge in a thicket where they scarcely dared 
to venture on hitn. A.ft:er ·.:.:dLtnsting their cunning to induce 
hitn to co1ne out, one of tiie111 precipitated his horse directly upon 
hi111· and fired, severe I y wounding hi 111, and he in turn wounded 
the Indian, v.:-hose party then left hi1n. Then calling his \vife, 
who, finding hi111 bleeding profusely, stayed the blood as best she 
could, anci. i1nn1ediate1y 111ountecl her horse and sped a,vay sever­
al 1niles for the nearest aid. i\..nd during this trying period of 
danger by such heroisn1 proving herself ,vorthy the father whose 
conduct had recently inc:irred the revengeful spirit of the Indians. 

Here it is proper that I state 111ore explicitly the facts sho,ving 
that Capt. Garland had just reason for his attack upon these res­
ervation Indians of the Caddo tribe, since the i111pressio11 has to 
s0111e extent obtained that in 1ny relation of this affair in a for­
n1er chapter too tnnch color of bla111e was directed to,vard his 
conduct. In that relation tnany circutnstances ,vere shown to 
indicate that Capt. Garland and his n1en ,vere aroused by strong 
reasons for si1spicioning these Indians of foul and heinious cri111es, 
which, hc.nve\·er, did not subsequently prove to be justly 11npnt­
ahle to the111. Since \vriting that chapter upon the facts then 
before 1ne, I haYe co111e in possession of a pnhlished account by 
Col. R. B. Barry, as told in :\Ir.. \Vilbnrger's book of Indian dep­
redations, ,vherein, after relating the horrible details of an Indian 
raid, \vhen ?\1rs. vVoods, ::\Irs. I4e111ley and the t,vo 1'.1Iisses Le1nley 
had been captured, the t,vo' first 111urc1ercc1 and all attrociously 
abused, all of ,vhich occurred close to ,vhere Garland then lived, 
and the t\VO rescued ,vo1nen taken destitute to his house for at­
tention, Col. Barry proce~ds to state that, '',vhenever such raid­
ing parties of Indians ,vere fo1lo,ved it ,vas invariably observed 
that after a ti1ne the trail <livi<led, ~n<l that a part of the Indians 
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had gone off in the direction of the reservations ; and, finding 
n1any of our horses on the reservations, \Ve \Vere led to believe 
~hat at least a portion of the reserve Indians ,vere concerned in 
the raids 111ade upon the settle1nents by the wild Indians." Fol­
lowing this, he proceeds to show the facts ot citizens attacking 
and killing reservation Indians in the very act of stealing their 
horses. In addition ·to this testi1nony, it is sho,vn by tpose in 
position to kno\v that Capt. Garland had actually found his own 
stolen horses in the possession of the Indians, both prior to his 
attack and at the ti1ne it occurred. So that in this, there were 
two sides to the question as to whether or not Garland was pri-
1narily responsible for the serious state of affairs which followed 
his attack upon the Caddo catup heretofore alluded to. There 
are yet surviving, 1nany conte1nporaries of those ti111es, \Vho upon 
their o-w·n observations are ·disposed to accept the one side or the 
other a~cording to their bias. Garland was honored and trusted 
by the people who knev.1 him best, and were personally cogni­
zant of al 1 the even ts. 

CHAPTER XXX.-THE PEVELERS-EARLY WORSHIPPERS AN·D 

PREACHERS OF THORP SPRING AND VICINITY-S~~ARS­

HILL-A. USTIN BROTHERS-SILAS SCARBOROGGH. 

A fe\v 1niles above Thorp Spring on the east side of the Brazos 
is a large, ri~h valley,· settled early in the fifties by the Blevins 
family, and subsequently by Hatnp Pattillo, a 1nan noted in his 
time as a desperate character. This valley, now known fro1n its 
occupants as the Peveler valley, has been developed by that in­
fluential fan1ily into 111ost productive fartns, and s01ne knowledge 
of this interesting fa1nily of early Texans should be perpetuated 
in our history. David Peveler, the father of the surviving Peve­
ler brothers, was a native of Kentucky, but in 1838 settled in 
Texas and itn1nediately gave in his oath of allegiance as a citizen 
of the infant republic, which docn111ent is yet retained by his ·son 
Francis as a 1nnch prized 1nen1ento. David Peveler's fa1uily con­
sisted of eight boys and four girls, ten of ,vho111 1narried and re­
mained citizens of Texas. He 111oved in 1857 frotn Fannin to 
Young county, where he engaged in stock raising, and was living 
here when the Indians of the reser\·ations began their hostilities 
in 1859. The depreg.ations upon the frontier settle1nents beca1ne 
so frequent that in 1860 Col. 1\1. T. Johnson, under authority of 
the state, organized a regi111ent of rangers, and in this service, 
,vith Capt. John Cochran of Dallas, four of the Peveler boys en­
tered and served for 12 111011ths, at the expiration of ,:vhich time 
they all enlisted in the C. S .. A., in a company with W. R. Peveler 
as captain, and \Vere in several engage1nents with the Indians, 
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and all survived, except Capt. Peveler, who in Sept., 1864, with 
a party of five 111en at a point son1e ten 1niles north of Grahatn, 
was surrounded by about fifty Indians, and in cutting their \Vay 
through the line Capt. Peveler \Vas inortally wounded and State. 
Cox killed. Peveler died after 13 days suffering. · [For a full 
and interesting account of this affair see Willbarger's Indian Dep­
redations, page 547.] 'l'he following 1nonth the Indians, 1000 or 
more strong, precipitated themselves in what was known as the 
big raid upon the helpless settlers of Ehn creek near the Pevelers, 
killing eleven and carrying off seven captives, plundering and de­
vastating the ho1nes of these settlers. At this ti1ne David Peve­
ler~ with so1ne 12 other families, were protected by a fort they 
had erected the spring before, but the 111agnitude of this and sev­
eral other raids in their vicinity caused thetn. to break up their 
settlen1ent in Young county, and in Nov., 1864, David Peveler 
1noved to the· before-n1entioned valley above Thorp Spring, where 
he re1nained till his death, and where three of his sons now live 
upon adjoining far1ns, with a sister-in-law, \Vhose for1ner hus­
band, L. J. Peveler, died here 1nany years ago . 

... <\t the time of their settlement here, Josiah Washburne and. 
Charnal Highto,ver were their neighbors, and their nearest place 
of worship was 'fhorp Spring, where preaching was heard once, 
and s0111eti1nes oftener, a 1nonth in the old log tneeting house 
near the old graveyard. This house, erected by the early settlers 
of this co111munity, was a111ong the first church houses-west of the 
Brazos, and here the church going people of all faiths and frotn a 
a large scope of our· territoJ.y long continued to worship in that 
sitnplicity of style co111111on to the early ti1nes, and drank deep­
ly fro1n the fountains of living water issuing forth fro1n the 
mouths of such preachers as Sears, Baptist; J. R. Hill, Method­
ist: B. D. and W. B. Austin, Presbyterian, and Silas Scarbor­
ough, Christian, all of who111 were local or resident preachers of 
our territory. Save the necessary crying of babes, and the clank­
ing of the cow-boy's spurs as he strode in and out with the s1uoke 
curling fro1n his huge pipe, the congregations were orderly and 
attentive in those early days. .And those green frotn the states 
opened their eyes in a111aze1nent when they saw the 111en all coin­
ing into church with their six-shooters buckled to their waists ; 
hut with greatly increased astonish111ent when the preacher rose 
up and t·ook his place by the sacred stand, placed his pistols or 
winchester on the desk and taking his Bible from his saddle-bags, 
began his services._ 'fhere were 1nany preachers who ca1ne and 
,vent, and s0111e who stayed, besides the above mentioned, and 
st.nne too, who were here rnuch earlier than s01ne of these; but 
they are here 111entioned as representative 1nen of thc::ir times 
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west of the Brazos. Sears \Vas a resident, at least a part of his 
titne, of 'l'horp Spring, where he was engaged for awhile in a 
1nilli11g business. His 111ill was on the north bank of Stroud's. 
creek abo\·e the lo,ver ford and was first erected by P. Thorp, 
,vho was succeeded by Sears ; and it was not long in operation 
tilt its boiler exploded, about 1872, killing one 1nan. Rev. Sears. 
preached at various places throughout the county. One of the 
texts fron1 which he discoursed long and energetically, was,. 
"And the a.'(e did swin1. ·' Re\·. Hill was a fJ.rtuer preacher, re­
siding on Stroud's and Robinson creek for 111any years, and aft­
erward at Gran bury, fro1n whence he 111oved to the Panhadle 
,vhere he now lives. He drew large congregations of devout 
Methodists, anJ held and participated in 1nany protracted 1neet­
ings throughout the eollnty, aiding·as local preacher in the up­
building of l\-Iethodis111 in Hood county. It was he who organ­
ized, in the fall of 1871, the first Methodist church of only seven 
member"", in the town of Granbury. Rev. W. B. 1-\.ustin was 
1nore a school teacher than a preacher, and taught school at 
Thorp Spring, afterwards on the river at Blair valley. While 
his brother, Rev. Ben D. ~L\.ustin, a 1nost devout and earnest 1ni11-
ister, was noted widely throughout this vicinity as a preacher of 
great tnerit ; and to hin1 perhaps, beyond any other, belongs the 
credit of having protnoted the early interests of the Cutnberland 
Presbyteriav chn-rch here. He was greatly beloved by all christian 
people. Elder Scarborough resided in the post oaks south of 
Squaw creek and was also a fartner preacher, having appoint-
1nents at the various preaching places throughout our territory. 
He was here prior to the war; was tall and stout, a 1nan of ro­
bust health; a preacher of practical, rather than senti1nental 
ideas, and well esteetned as a good citizen. He was too long 
used to frontier life not to follow the westward flow of civiliza­
tion, and long ago, like others of his type, drifted to th~ western 
counties. 

CHAPTER XXXl.-THE CARPENTERS, AN:} HOW BILL'S \VITS 

SAVED HIM-PARTICIPANTS IN THE DOVE CREEK FIGHT­

McCORMICK'S FALSE .A.LARM, LYNCHING, DESERTION. 

John C. Carpenter and his sons were for 1nany years pro1ni­
nent citizens of Thorp Spring, and as prior to their settlement 
here in 1871 they had long been identified as frontiers1nen of our 
neighboring counties of Palo Pinto and Parker, and have been 
quiet and worthy citizens, pursuing the even tenor of lives of in-· 
tegrity, let their na111es here appear as contributing to fill the 
measure of our narrative. John C. Carpenter died at his Thorp 
Spring home about 1876; two of his sons, A.z an<l Florence~ have 



HOOD COUNTY HISTORY. 7.5. 
------··- ----- --------------------------
since died, leaving only Ja1nes, a citizen of l\Iontaguecounty-, and 
vV 111. ,. \V ho llO\'l Ii ves at 'r horp Spring. During their residence 
in Palo Pinto, about 1856 to 1860, they ,vere. engaged in far1ning 
and stock raising on the Brazos, but as the Indians beca1ne dan­
gerous to the isolated settlers, they had to 1nove their residence 
to the 1nore populous and stronger co1n1nunity of Golconda. 

While living here, shortly after the beginning of hostilities by 
the Caddos, Wm. Carpenter was acting deputy sheriff, and while 
one day riding along a loneso111e road upon a slow jade, he dis­
covered ~ party of Indians approaching hitn frotn the rear. Re­
alizing the itnpossibility of escaping ~y flight, he detern1ined to 
depend upon his wits to save hi1n, so he rode leisurely along, with 
apparent unconcern of thetn. Soon they overtook hin1. and with 
drawn bows and scow ling conn tenances demanded, ''\'..on good 
n1an"? "Yes, good tnan," said Bill; but they, still threatening, 
repeated the inquiry, and he contin1ied to assure the1n he was a 
"good n1an," adding, '"You know 1ne-I Palo Pinto 1nan-good 
man-friend to Indian-1nean white 1nan kill good Indian-I go 
with good Indian to kill mean white 1nan-you know n1e-I Palo 
Pinto 1nan-I no like tnean white 111an live at Stephenville-you 
know tue-you know tny horse,'' pointing to the horse he was 
riding; and then it suddenly occurred to Bill that a piece of to­
bacco in his pocket 1night produce a soothing effort upon savage 
nature and he drew it out and tendered it to the spokestnan, in­
viting hnn to bite it, which, after sotne words with his fellow 
warriors, he finally did, and handed it back to Carpenter, telling 
him to bite it, but Carpenter 1notioned to all the. other Indians 
for each of them first to take a bite, which they all did, then he 
took :i bite and gave the ren111ant back to the _chief, telling him 
to keep it ; thereupon the Indian told him to "vamouse", indi­
cating the direction and saying, "we vamouse", which they did 
in the opposite direction. Delighted with his successful escape, 
Carpenter lost no titne in va111oosing as indicated. But he had 
no wish to have occasion again to put his wits to the test, and 
soon n1oved with his fatnilv into Parker in the safe vicinitv of 

~ , .., 

Weatherford, and afterward served in the Confederate artny. 
Toward the- close of the war, Maj. Car111ichael' s battallion hav­

ing disorganized, and the necessity for frontier protection still 
existing, several con1panies at different points along the frontier 
served for protection. With one of these, under the co1nmand of 
W. H. Cathey, 1nany of the tnen of our territory were enlisted. 
Except on occasions of urgent need, they served alternately as 
scouts every ten days. Early in January, 1865, a very large 
party of armed Indians were reported by the scouts to be on the 
frontier, and soon as possible the several tnilitia companies under 
comn1a11d of the senior Captain Totten ,vere assetnhled, and unit-
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ing \Vi th the ranger forces, were on the 111arch, overtaking the 
Indians in neavy force on Dove creek, a sanguinary battle here 
occurred, the particuiars of \vhich are to be found as related by 
Col. R. B. Barry in \Vilbarger's Indian Depredations, page 453. 

Beside'S john Hull and Win. Porter, heretofore 111entioned, a. 
nu111i)er of other~ of our locality were participants in this battle, 
a1nong the111 are here coliected the na111es of A 1110n and James 
Peters, Maj. Cannichael, Wtn. (;.afford and Abe Nutt fro111 the 
Brazos settle1nents, Daniel Sn1ith of Pony creek and Mr. Ste\vart. 
of Fall creek; also Jan1es Thorp, who belonged to Capt. ·White­
sides' co1npany of rangers. Stewart was killed in this battle, and 
his widow and children have. re1nained at their ho1ne on Fall 
creek, where the boys, Ja1nes, Clay, Richard, Robert and ''Bud", 
have grown into n1anhood and are enterprising 1nen of Cresson 
and vicinity. .A:1non Peters was wounded in the fore-ar111, and 
yet carries the ball in his flesh. J atnes Thorp had rather a hard 
experience in 1naking his escape, as his horse ,vas shot and he 
was unable for a while to keep up with the retreating party. 

During the war tnany fa1nilies, 1nostly wo111en and children,. 
resorted at Thorp Spring, so that at titnes it was not unco1n111ori 
to see the spring_.branch lined with fifty or a hundred tents. i\t 
one ti111e while these wo1tten and children were here in large nu1n­
bers, a 1nan na111ed McCor111ick, who was for so1ne reason nick­
natned "Stqnewall Jackson," and who was attached to Carmi­
chael's battalhon, accotnpanied by another, catne in front a scout 
.out west and created consternation ~y galloping through the 
can1ps ~nd yelling that the Indians ,vere coining in large num-
bers, burning and killing as they ca1ne, all of which was without 
tnore foundation th.an the 111ere assault n1ade by a s1nall party of 
Indians on a 1na11 and wotuan away to the west. On another 
occasion this same McCortnick, who seems to have been an offi­
cious and bad character, assisted by others, arrested one ot Car-
1nichael's 1nen and taking hitn to the east of the Brazos hung 
hi111 near Alex McCr.eary's house, upon so1ne accusation, proba­
bly desertion. But it was not long aftc:r till he deserted hi1nself, 
and after practicing a 1nost artful deception upon the brother of 
Peter Garland, living on Red river, made his escape through the 
Indian territory to the north. 

After many of the 1nen frotn this vicinity had en listed in the 
army and gone east,~about 1862, the Indians were so bold that 
on one of their raids a party of only six or seven can1e in, stole a 
lot of horses, killed a beef, went into catnp near the head of 
Stroud creek and remained long enough to "jerk'' their meat. 
John Clark, ever active and alert, discovered them and hastened 
to T. P. Helm's and others on the creek and gave warning, and 
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the neighbors assetnbled at Wylie Clark's for defense, but b~_Jore 
a pursuing party could be organized the Indians were far a \Va) . 

This no doubt occurred prior to the thue \vhen the soldier;-; foi· 
frontier defense had been sta6ohed at 'I'horp Spring. 

CHAP1~ER XXXII-'I'HE OXIERS-LEWIS-KIRKLAND-CLARK 

SCHOOL HOUSE-A. SUN DA y SERVICE AND RACE-ROBER'f­

SONS-WYLIES-PETERS-VVILLIAMS-DROUGHT 

OF 1860-FIRST COTTON. 

In 1858, Jan1es Oxier settled on the river in Blevins (Pevek·r] 
valley; bavi11g served in the Confederate artuy, he subsequcntl!· 
settled at 'l'horp Spring, ,vhere his 1nother and several brothers 
and sisters resided. Here they continued, participating in the 
yaried dangers and alar1ns during the Wc!r, and subsequently, till 
all have pas~ed away, save three sisters. One of the brothers, 
l\1unson, \vas killed at Busby's place in 1868 by Bill Dorsey. Of 
the three survivi~1g sisters, only one retnains a citizen of Hood 
county. She was first the wife of Jan1es Lewis, who, coining 
fron1 Fort Worth in 1861, and settled his wife near her 1nother, 
and enlisted in Capt. \tVhitesides' cotnpany and served sevc-r;.ll 
years on the coast; returning ho1ne he died here about J 864 .. 
Austin Lewis, his only son, lives on Strond's creek, and his 
widow n1arried Jacob KirklatJd, then a hardy and prosperous 
blackstnith of 'fhorp Spring, and since then a successful fanuer 
of Strond's creek. Kirkland, prior to settling at Thorp Spring, 
had plied his ha1n111er for so111e titne at Tobey's shop on Robin­
son creek. The other Oxier sisters, Mrs. Bateman and l\f rs. 
Gatewood, are citizens of Bosque county, 

.A.bout 1866 a tolerably co1n111odious log house was built above 
Thorp Spring, near Wylie Clark's at the site of the old cen1etery. 
and known as the Clark school house, and used for preaching 
and school purposes by all de110111inations. Besides those here­
tofore 111entioned, Leander Wright and '"fotn Burns, who li\·c-d 
then in this vicinity, used to often preach; and Rev. Monk's, a 
~{ethodist itinerant of considerable note, also preached here, and 
at 1nany other places in _the county. The first schools taught in 
this building' were by a Mr. Hayes, and afterwards Milton Jones, 
Jr. and his wife taught here. But for several years following the 
war, there seetned here, as elsewhere in frontier life, a grotesque 
struggle existing in society bet,veen the softening and elevating 
influences of the christian relig1011 and the nor111al conditions of 
unregenerate 1na11. An incident not wholly uncomn1on to these 
ti1nes, and illustrating this, occurred at one of Monks meetings, 
held at Tobey's shop. It was a regular Sunday service and peo­
ple of all kinds, frotn all the neigh boring settle1nen ts, were there. 
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So1ne to hear the gospel~ s0111e to 111eet and gossip with their 
friends, and sonic for any ga111e that 1night sho\\~ up. Dr. D. K. 
'rnrner, a noted n1a11 of these ti111es, ,vas there ,vith his pill-bags 
on his saddle, and a 111an na111ed Dixon was there, too. In the 
evening after preaching they, with 1nany others, were congre­
gated about the place, and as usual when Turner was in a crowd, 
''horse talk" ,vas the chief topic. The horse Turner ,vas riding 
,vas his noted race horse, "Bailey," but on this occasion he had 
a very jaded an<l shabby appearance, so that few recognized hitn 
as the noted purse-\vinner. Turner bragged 1nuch on his old 
hurse and 111ade banters, till Dixon innocently took the bait and 
\\~agered his pony against the doctor's, on a race then and there 
to be rnn, which being arranged., they 1nounted and the doctor 
\Vith difficultv restrained his now fierv racer till Dixon with his 

J J 

pony was fairly leading off at his best, when "Bailey" was given 
the rein, and. the doctor as he passed Dixon called out, ''Cotne 
along, Dixon, if you are going 111y way." Poor Dixon was so 
d111nb-founded that he quietly turned. about, and to escape the 
jerrs of the crowd, took to the ,~,,..oods. In the conflict of princi­
ple, the Sabbath racing element have long ago escaped to the 
,voods, too. 

The widow Robertson, with her several children, Dick, Sugg~ 
Willia1n, George, Pink, and probably several daughters, were 
an1011g tho¥ who settled here about the period of the war. She 
first lived at the place now owned by ·Mrs. Mullins, ,vest of Gran­
bury, afterwards ne~rer Stockton, and then at Thorp· Sp.ii ng, 
where the boys grew up under the influences of frontier life and 
drifted to the west. Several of the1n being engaged. ,vith the 
Wylie's in the stock business, have experienced prosperity and 
reverses fro1n ti1ne to titne. Dick Robertson was at one 
titne, about 1874, engaged in 1nerchandising at Granbury, but 
was of a nature too generous and social to succeed in this line. 
He is now probably in the stock business in ~\iitcheli county, 
where Sugg is also, a successful hanker at Colorado City. The 
widow Robertson also 1noved west and is 110\.v Mrs. Doggett. 
John \Vylie, yet residing near Thorp.Spring, is one of that trio 
of brothers, who have co-operated successfully together in the 
stock ind nstry west of us. He 111arried a daug-h ter of "the wido,v 
Robertson. The \Vylie's are noted stock111e11 of \\"est Texas, and 
ha \"C had 111an y ex>periences co1n tnon to the dangerous hor­
der territory where they have resided for about forty years. 'I'hcy 
have been so ,vell kno\vn and clearly identified \vith our locality 
as to be in s01ne tneasure a part of our history . 

. :\.1nong those pro1nirient citizens coining frotn Cherokee county 
in that period of I 8 59 heretofore referred to, ,vas Robert G. 
Peters, ,v ho settled at Stockton and re1nained her_e till his deatJi 
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son1e ti1ne during the 80' s. Pe.ters \\1a-s al ways estee111ed a trust­
worthy citizen of extensive influence. He enlisted and went 
east \vith \V. H. Cathey's co1npany, but owing to his age was 
exe111pt fron1 ser.vice and soon returned ho111e. He has left a 
nu1nber of sons and daughttrs yet citizens of Hood, and all re­
spected. .After the organization of the county Peters long served 
as deputy county clerk under A .. S. i\'1cCa111ant. 

John M. \Villia111s, no\\· living in the retire1nent of old age at 
his farn1 between Squaw and Paluxy creeks, was also of the 
Cherokee settlers of 1859. He has been an active and successful 
stock fanner of Squaw creek, and did frontier service in Cathey's 
company. 

The year '60 \Vas noted for a great and extensive drou th which 
prevailed here, so that settlers all snffered 1nany -inconveniences; 
bread stuffs were hauled fro111 east 'rexas. Corn sold at the rate 
of $2 per bushel; wheat at $2. 25, and flour at $7 per hundred 
pounds. The fir.st raw cotton, perhaps, ever seen in our terri­
tory, was four bales brought during the war frotn Cherokee coun­
ty by W. C. Walters, which found ready sale at 50 cents per 
pound, as a 111uch needed article for ho1nespun clothing. •This 
cager demand see1ns to have induced Walters, the following year 
to plant a patch of about two acres on his river farm, fro1n which 
he realized about 2,000 pounds of seed cotton. This was the be­
ginning of the cotton plan ting here. 

CHAPTER XXXIIL-EDENS-GENERAL VIEW WITH OTHER 

REPRESENTATIVE l\1EN OF EARLY DAYS-KILLING OF 

HOLT AND BOYD BY INDIANS-BAYLOR'S EXPE­

DITION-EPOCH FOLLOWING THE WAR. 

,About 1860 F. l\L Eden settled on Stroud's creek, but subse­
quently retnoved to the cross titnber section on the west of the 
Brazos toward the southern part of the county, where he lived 
1nany years, and till his retnoval to Granbury. Mr. Eden be­
long-s to that steady, sober class of citizens who can always be 
depended upon to uphold society and law, and who, serving 
their country in the varied duties of citizens, have long ago sue;.. 
ceeded in banishing frotn our 1ni<lst the spirit of outlawry. 

Let us now rapidly traverse the plain of our \vhole territory 
for a few tnore leading spirits a1nong the early timers, a brief 
111ention of whotn 1neans no disparagement to omitted ones of 
equal tnerit, our object being 111erely to trace our history by in­
dividual steps to the consu111mation of our organic existence, 
through that interesting period of our frontier life, where indi­
vidual action stood, out 111ost protninently. 

Without elaborating upon the merit of each, we note that upon 
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the ~ast of the Brazos J a1ues· H. Haley and Wtn. Rayburn had 
early in the 5o's settled on Long creek. \". S .. Anglin, a man of 
large experience, intelligence and influence settled after the war 
upon the eastern li1nits of our territory. S .. A .. Rash, a tnan of 
speculative= n1ind and generous nature, after a life partly spent in 
the pursuit of happiness and live stock, gold 111ines and releases 
fro111 the bonds of exacting creditors, still survives, preserving in 
his declining years the bouyancy of youthful hopes to sustain 
hitn to the end; and having traversed every nook an<l corner of 
our surrounding territory, and engaged in diverse occupations, 
he knows as he is kno\\7 11 of the tnost of our frontier people, 
and is universally liked. Milton Parks, having fir.st lived and 
1nercha11dised at Weatherford during troublous ti111es, eventually 
settl~d upon his fann nearly opposite Thorp Spring, where he 
and his good wife, of the Crockett fa1nily, are peacefully spend­
ing the re1naincler of til~ir days. D. L. Middleton, now of .Abi­
lene, son of the veteran frontiers1nan, Jno. W. lVIiddleton, and a 
1nan of broad views and large influence, was one of the pro1ninent 
men of our early tilnes. Drs ... Phenix and Ca1neron, who fot 
111any years followed their professions on Paluxy; the fonner is 
now in Brazoria and the latter in Erath county. Jno. R. Jones, 
Capt, .\bercrotubie, a veteran of two wars,also of Paluxy ; Robt. 
Foster of Kickapoo, a stock1na11; Dr. l\. E. Halina, who lived 
and died at Granbary; these have been representative 111?11 of 
their titne, and whose individual lives would be of interest. since 
their experiences in frontier life has been large and varied. But 
to further enter into biographical detail, except as to so1ne per­
sonages who have be~n connected with public life in sotne offi­
cial, educational or religious way, would be too tnuch of a de­
parture frotn the original purpose of this narrative of events. 

In the st11111ner of 1859, as stated by Wilbarger, Nathan I-Iolt 
was killed and scalped by a party of Indians while driving cattle 
near his hotne between Robinson and Kickapoo creeks. John W. 
Middleton, in giving an account of this, says: "It was two days 
before his body was found, and then one-half a tnile fro111 ,vhere 
he had been driving cattle. His ar1ns were broken." Mr. l\1id­
dleton also relates that at another ti1ne, [probably about 1862] 
Pleas Boyd, was herding cattle belo,v l\i i<ldleton' s, on upper 
Kickapoo, and starting fro111 the herd to Capps' \\1as attacked by 
a party of Indians, tried to escape on his horse, hut his horse 
,vas too slow; and he disn1ounted at a bun~h of post oaks, where 
several shots, sotne fro111 his pistol, ,vere heard by neigh hors ; 
here Boyd was was found killed, having been shot in several 
places. The indications were that there were three or four In­
dians, w·ho went on Double .. \lonntain and thence eecaped down 
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Kickapoo. l1. short ti111e prior to the war, Jno. R. Baylor ied a 
bold enterprise against the Indians, intending to destroy or drive 
the1n fro111 the reservation about }tort Belknap, and thus put a 
cessation to the constant peril which 111enaced the frontier set­
tle111ents. In this he was joined by the frontier people in great 
n111nbers ; and 111any of those of our territory were participants. 
Hut the .purpose of the expedition was foiled by the intervention 
of the United States authorities, and Indian depredations contin­
ued for 111any years to give trouble to the people of our frontier 
and were only finally put au end to by several bloody affairs of 
savagery, which will 111ore properly appear in subsequent chap­
ters. Si1nilar efforts to destroy the power of the Indians were 
subsequently 1na<le by others fron1 ti1ne to ti1ne during the war. 
Sou1e of these have already been referred to, while 111any of the 
rangers and militia-111en participating therein, belonged within 
our territory, yet the details happening without our borders, are 
not within our scope. 

'fhe close of the civil war 1narked an epoch of changed condi­
tions in life on the frontier, as well as elsewhere; and frotn this 
period our territory hegau to attract the attention especially of 
that class of unfortunate participants, in the strife, who with the 
fall of the ConfeJeracy found the1nselves, in destitute cir­
cu111stances, and life upon the western plains, 1nade enticing to 
youth, by the pictures of wild horse chasing in the early school 
geography, pro111ised to the disappointed young 1nen, of the South 
especially, who had survived the disasters wlnch befell the artnies 
of the Confederacy to w hie h their hopes and services had been 
given, so1ne relief in their despondency. So that now, 1nan y of 
this class who could find their way hither began to cotue; and 
\\·ho so dull to the picturesque beauties which adorn the winding 
Brazos, as to cross this valley and heed not the invitations to stay? 
Poor, but energetic people can1e, and began to he identified in 
yarious callings with this locality ; and schooled well in exper­
iences, laid another strata to the structure of our society, upon 
that first laid by the early pioneers, whon1 we have heretofore 
1ncntioned. Inspired to generons actions and feelings by the ex­
atnple of their grent chief at A.ppo111attox, soldiers of the Union 
ca111e fro111 the northern states-can1e, too, to contribute their 
energy and 111eans in bringing about those results which 
have so 111ateriall y affected the well-beiug and peace of our 

con1111nnities. 'fhe surrendered sword has been generously 
returned to us in the for111 of the plow share, and our touched 
and tickled virgin soil yields s1niling recognition to the scenes of 
accord which havt' ever pr~vailed in our political and social life. 
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ClL-\PTER X)(.Xl V .- ~\1CNICIPAL AND 'l'ERRITORIAL RELA­

TIO~S-ACT :\t~THORIZIXG URGAXIZATION, ETC. 

Shortl v after rhe \Var the settie1nents of our territory of the 
J ~ 

Brazos valley and tributaries, gro·wing out of causes heretofore 
referred to, were so al1g111ente(i and the ctista.nces to tile county 
sites respectively of j ohnson and Erath so great, that the organ­
ization of a new county can1e to be a 111uch felt need. But first) 
1t 111ay be interesting for us to know what has been our 1nunici­
pal and territorial reiations in tt1e past. .A.ncl without trespass­
·ing upon the cio1nain of the 111ore generai history of our ~tate, 
,ve were, as early as 1823 e1nbraced wit11in the 111unic~pality of 
San Felipe de Austin, created by the official act of the Governor 
of Coahnila and 'l'ex~s, the northern boundary of \Vhich was 
without other li1nits than that of said State. We continued 
within the j uris'"iiction of this 111 uni(i paii t y till the establisiunen l 
of the 111unicipality of Viesca, about 1834, which e111oraced our 
territory, ann when 1"exas becan1e a Republic this 111unicipality 
beca1ne the county of Milatn, with its northern boundary aiong 
the Co111anche 1"rail, or road leading to Nacogdoches, \V hich it is 
understood, passed in a direction fro111 the upper Brazo:; sou th of 
cast, through the north eastern part of our present county. Rob­
ertson county, created in 1837, e1nbraced that portion oi our ter­
rit0ry east of the Brazos, and in 1846 Navarro county was cre­
ated, which e1noraccd the sa111e. In January 1850 McLennan 
county was created and etnbraced that part of our territory on 
the ,vest of the Brazos. In Febrtiary 1854 Johnson county was 
created, \vhich took within its bounds the greater part of our 
present territory with that of S0111ervel1, and in January 1856 
Erath county was created, etnbracing the re1nainder to the ,vest 
of Johnson. The boundary between Johnson and Erath, extend­
ing fron1 the northwest corner of Johnson at a point ten 1niles 
west of the Brazos, \vhere a due \Vest continuing line fron1 the 
south boundary of Tarrant county ,vould cross the river, and 
fro1n thence running south 30 degrees east, passed just \vest of 
Co111anche Peak. 'rhat portion of our territory situated to the 
southwest of the Co111anche ~rrail, fron1 the year 1825, was \vith­
in the bounds of Leftwick's (better known as Robertson's) Col­
ony Grant, nnti~ the lapse by its ter111s of the colonial con·tract 
about 1838; and subsequently a part of our county to the north 
\Vas fro111 1842 till about 1852 within the Peters colony_ grant, 
while the southeast portion was included within lV[erccr's colony 
contract. In 1846 our territory east of the river was within 
R.o hertson' s Land District, and that to the \Vest lVIila111 : U util 
1848 the Land Office of the former w.-as at Franklin, when it was 
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re1118\·ed ~o .::ipringfielJ, Lia1estone county : an .i the :i\:lilan1 L'.tnd 
()Cfice see111s to h9-\·e been itJ Burleson county till January 1850, 
when it ,vas re1110Ye<l to Ca1nero11, l\1i1a1u county, and fro1n 
thence, in 1~;56, to Belton, Bel1 county. 'I'hus ,ve have traced 
the jurisdictional authority ,:v hich existed over our territory since 
about the ti1ne of the first colonization sche111es under the author­
ity of the l\iexican governn1ent, which were introduced by ... .:\ns­
tin fro111 the U nite<l States. But in point of fact it is not kno,vn 
that any occasion ever arose for the actual exercise of authority 
here, prior to the period of the ~ocation of land certificates ; 
not earlier than about 1845, if indeed, any were located so early. 
If fonner govern111ents have ever 111ade grants covering any part 
of our territory, no evidence thereof has ever co111e _to light. 

vVe no\v_ quote fron1 the statute of Nove111ber 2nd r866, creat­
ing the county of Hood, the follo,ving as to its bounds: "Be­
ginning at the north corner of Bosque county on the bank of 
Brazos riy·er, thence with the north line of Bosque county south­
,vestward to its crossing at the east ·Bosque; thence northv.rest­
ward in a direct line to the southeast corner of Palo Pinto county, 
as now established ; thence north to the southwest corner of 
Parker county, thence east \Vith the south line of Parker county 
to the no_rthwest corner of Johnson county, as now established ~ 
thence south ,vi~h the west Hne of Johnson county to Brazos 
river, at the upper corner of J. Lyon · 320 acre survey ; thence 
,vith Brazos and across the sa111e to the beginning." This ter­
ritory '\Vas taken, approxi111ately about two-thirds frotn Johnson, 
and the retnainder fron1 Erath, ,vith a s1nall portion probably 
fro111 Palo Pinto, counties. Whether any portion ca111e fro1n Palo 
Pinto depends upon ,vhether or not by its for1ner boundaries that 
county elled by a narro\\' strip around the southwest corner of 
Parker to the ,vest corner of Joht!son, which see1ns probable, but 
could only be detennined by an actual knowledge of the lines as 
:,llrveye<l upon the ground. The conclusion that a part of the 
southeast corner ('f Palo Pinto is included within our li111its is 
strengthened by the fact that the legislature on the san1e day 
passed another act defining the boundary lines of Palo Pinto, 
Erath and Johnson counties, by ,vhich Palo Pinto's east line was 
1nacie to run d uc son th fron1 the sou th \Vest corner of Parker, to 
its O\vns southeast corner. The la\\· na111ed the ne,v county 
"I-Ioocl, in honor of C~eneral J. B. Hood, of the late Confederate 
ar111y." .A.nc1 prescribed "that the con11ty site of said county 
shall he located \Vithin six 111ites of its geographical center, and 
be called Granberry,'' and further ''that Claiborne Arrington, 
Win. lvlanley and C. C. !\lexander be, and are hereby appointed 
co111111issioners with full po\ver and authority to organize the said 
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county of Hood,'' with the duty of opening and holding an· elec­
tion for county officers~ and to receive donations.of lands for pub­
lic uses, and report their actions when the county should be or­
ganized to the county court of said county, and turn over all 
papers and recor1..is to said court. Just when aud how this work 
of organization was cotnpleted, rests in the uncertainty of the 
past, since if any. record was ever fully n1ade, it has long ago per­
ished, with the burning of the counties records in March 187 5. 

The·na111e "Granberry" given to the county site was in honor 
of Gen~ H. B. Granberry, and by custo111 the orthography was 
changed to Graubnry. So1ne controversy has since arisen as to 
the correct orthography of the original na111e, which is a 1natter 
of little itnportance, since the latter form now invariably prevails. 

CHAPTER XXXV.-L0CATI0N OF THE COUNTY SITE-FIRST 

ELECTION OF CouN·rv OFFICERS-THE SEVERAL ELEC-

1'IONS AND MEANS EMPLOYED AND THE RESULT IN 

THE SELECTION OF THE COUNTY SITE. 

Granbury, christened by the legislature as the county site, 
was yet, however, an uncertain identity; there were several 
places within the prescribed limits that aspired to the honor of 
bearing the na1ne of that distinguished General, evidently not so 
1nuch befattse of the. honor as front the desire of the owners of 
the several sites offered, to gather the material advantages to he 
derived fro1n being the ~oun~y town. And it does not seeu1 to 
be very accurately retnembered by the survivors who participated 
in the elections and other happenings leading to the final result, 
just when, or how 1nany elections were held, before the difficult 
problem was settled. Nor can we do 1nuch 1nore than sur111ise as 
to the order of events, in the absence of any line of record what­
ever to throw light on the subject. Presumably the commis­
sioners for organization, nan1ed in the legislative act, entered 
upon their du.ties early in the following year, 1867, and ordered 
an election for the several county officers. 1'his election was 
held under the constitution of the state, as a111ended by the con­
vention and election of 1866, and while the state governn1ent was 
being ad111inistered by Gov. J. W. Throckn1orton, all of which 
was shortly afterwards repudiated and overthrown by the recon­
struction policy ef the Federal government. This constitution 
provided for the election of the usual county officers, with a ten­
ure of four years, and fro111 the most reliable sources of infor1na­
tio11 the following 1nen were elected at our first election: Abe 
Landers, county judge; A. J. Wright, sheriff; Alex. S. McCa111-
:111t, clerk of the county court ; John l\lorris, clerk of the district 
court; Peter Garland, treasurer; Gideon Mills, assessor an<l 
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collector of taxes; C. C . ..:-\.lexander, Wilks Barker,· John l\Ieek 
anJ Joe Robertson \Vere the first electeJ county co11111!issioners, 
\vho, with the county judge, con:itituted the police court, now 
tenned conunissioner' s court. And now, doubtless, after the in­
stalhnen t into <?flice of these, and the final report of their actions, 
the conunissioners of organization retired, leaving the responsi­
bility of settling the locality of the county site with the new i11-
cu1nbents. Soon an election for that purpose ,vas ordered; and 
the several places which stood as candidates \\'ere the center, un­
derstood to be just to the west and near Co111anche Peak ; Thorp 
Spring, Stockton, La111bert's branch and a site oifered by Andy 
Walters at his place on the river east of Cotnanche Peak. At 
the first election the center carried by a large tnajority, but the 
resnlt of this election being unsatisfactory to those in power and 
intlnence, was for so1ne reason not officially declared. And it is 
said that when the co1111nissioners' court, presided over by Judge 
Landers, 111et for the purp~se o~ ascertaining and declaring the 
result, the final act was averted by a pre-e1nptory order fro111 hi1n 
adjourning the court. It see1ns that a second and a third elec­
tion was held before the final result was declared. Andy Wal­
ters and Stockton places having withdrawn fro1n the race, the 
center was still probably the 1nost popular point, with P. Thorp 
and his friends strongly advocating the Springs place, and the 
officials generally, with 1nauy other 1nen of influence and shrewd 
capacity in favor of La111bert branch, where Thon1as Lambert 
and J. F. &_J. Nutt had offered a donation of 40 acres as a town 
site. In this situation and prior to the final election, a sche1ne 
was proposed and carried into execution, evidently by the friends 
and pro1noters of the Latnbert site, whereby Judge Landers nan1-
ed three cotnmissioners of our sister counties, Johnson, Erath 
and Bosque, to 1neet in Hood county and exatnine into the mer­
its of the contesting points, and decide between them. This 
comtnission consisted of Col. Buck Barry of Bosque, Isaac Cowan 
of Erath and W111. Burton of Johnson. This extroardinary com­
n1ission, in no 1nanner known to law, after 1neeting and consid­
enng the tnatter, 1nade up a decision, by a vote of two to one, in 
favor of the Lain bert au<l Nutt donation ; reporting the center as 
an unfit place on account of the \Vant of water ; tf1ereupon a last 
final election seetns to have been held, when every powerful in­
fluence possible was brought to bear in favor of the Lambert site. 
W. H. Kingsbury, of the 1nercantile firtn of Kingsbury & Holtnsley, 
tnoved their establisl11nent from Stockton to this place a11d 
warned their custon1ers in the Paluxy valley where the strongest 
sentiment, perhaps in favor of the center, existed ; that if the 
county site was taken to the center, so destitute of water supply, 
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he would re1nove his store fron1 the county, and as his custo111ers 
had found hi1n an exceedingly acco1n111odating 1nerchant and af­
fable gentle111a11 to deal \Vith, they were loth to give hi1n up, and 
doubtless the water supply argutnent had its weight, and with 
the influence of Cowan, those of his section in favor of the cen­
ter ,vere, 111any of thetn induced either to vote for the La1nbert 
place or refrain frotn voting at all. .A.t the sa1ne ti111e .Andy 
Walters, with his large connectional influence, was secured, his 
place withdrawn, and he and his influence brought to favor the 
La1nbert place. So the finai election, with Latnbert's, 'fhorp's 
and the center contesting, gave a stnall 1najority in favor of the 
first na1ned. To properly understand the nature of this contest, 
it 111ust be re111e1nbered that our territory then e111braced the 
whole of the present county of So1nervell, with its 1nost southern 
settlements fron1 twenty-five to thirty 111iles fron1 the Latnbert 
place, hence those of the southern part of the county were natur­
ally in favor of the point nearest to thetn, which was the center; 
while the 'fhorp Spring influences served to divide the vote in 
the northern section of the county. This long contest was not 
only ani111ated, but in s01ne n1easure becatnc: acri111011ious, en­
gendering bitter feelings between sotne good citizens, that had 
its subsidence only \\·hen they were no 111ore. Whatever 1nay 
have been the 1nethods altogether, etnployed for the attain111ent 
of the ,result; and however long afterwards a controversial 
spirit of discontent retnaintd with so1ne ; yet tin1e and other cir­
cu111stances ~eetns long since to have established beyond question 
the wisdotn and stability of the selection of the Latu bert and Nutt 
donation as the site of Granbury. The county t0\\'11, situated as · 
it is, upon a protnineut northwestern protruding elbow of the 
Brazos, which thence sweeps with great declention and rapid 
strea1n far to the southeast, l~aving the town site nestled within 
a basin of beautiful slopes, where cold everlasting springs bound 
over falls of lin1estone rocks through the short length of half a 
111ile to to the river, fonning the channel of La1nbert branch ; 
with its surrounding hills covered with the deep shade:.; of ever­
green live oaks, a 111ore eligihle do1nic-ile for the site of justice 
could scarcelv be found. 

While the;e •several events were transpirii1g, the courts and all 
official 111atters \Vere teinporarily being conducted at Stockton, 
\\'here Judge Lai1ders resided, and it was here that the first dis­
trict court, presided over hy Judge J no. Good of Dallas, was held, 
this being probably the fall tern1 of 1867. A. grand jury was duly 
organized, with Parson 'font Burns as fore1nan. S .. A .. Rash and 
probably \Vilks Barker and \Vin. Gafford were 111e111bers oi this 
first grand jury. They were kept busy for several days, but 
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found onl \. a few true bills. ,.rhev held their sessions in the - -
kitchen of Dr. fJ. K. 'rurner' s d \\1elling. 

Illustrative of the free-and-easy style of the ti1nes, Judge Lan­
ders, while the grand jury was in sessio11, 111ade his appearance 
at the door and addressing the fore1nan, de1nanded that the jury 
adjourn and go out to investigate s01ne depredations that he said 
,vere being 1nade on the streets of Stockton by Hob Peters' billy 
goat, and thereupon conducted that august branch of the court 
to the saloon, where the investigation consisted of drinks ordered 
by Judge Landers for all. 

CHAPTER XXX\tl-COUNTY OFFICIALS-REMOVAL OF SHERIFF 

AND CLERK-JUDGE LANDERS-.A. ]. WRIGHT. 

The first elected_ officials were not all allowed to enjoy their 
places undisturbed to tht end of their tertn, as se,·eral of then1 
had served in the Confederate army, and the laying down of 
anus and resutnption of peaceful pursuits was not, in the estilna­
tion of the powers at Washington, sufficient to restore the111 to 
citizenship, and when the Military Governor of the state assumed 
power he overthrew for the titne every remaining claitn of the 
right of local self governtnent. But though those who could not 
subscribe to the oath, to the effect tliat they had not aide~ the 
rebellion, were removed, yet as there were then no carpet-baggers 
who seemed willing to venture thus far 011 the frontier, necessa­
rily the offices had to be filled by democrats who had reinained 
at hotne and taken no active part upon the side of the confeder­
acy. Those re1noved under this rule were A .. J. Wright, who as 
sheriff was succeeded by J. C. Hightower; A. S. McCamant, 
county clerk, was succeeded nominally by J. F. Nutt, but Mc­
Camant continued under Nutt to perfortn the duties of the office. 
The other county officers not having served in the Confederate 
army, were allowed to retain their offices ; and so far as the facts 
are now known, all of these served out their tertns of four years. 
And aside frotn ·the all-absorbing county site questions there was 
little of itnportance transpiring in their official lives to disturb 
them. It is not probable that the fees of office then were suffi­
cient to be any incentive in itself, but there was great promise, 
no doubt, of future successe:,; and those who had aspirations 
must have e1nployed themselves in the absence of other duties in 
plans for• the future. 

Judge Landers having enjoyed distinction in public life prior 
to coining to Texas, and now being in the decline of life, with a 
large and interesting fatnily of sons and daughters, who were set­
tling about hi1n, had probably little expectation of his own per­
sonal advance1nent, and evidently was .contented to serve· his 
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friends and his county ,vith as little friction as possible ; and 
tnany quite an1 using incidents re111ai11 in the traditions of the 
county connected with his ad111inistration of justice. He was too 
far advanced in life and too 111uch addicted to creature co111forts 
to now post hitnself thoroughly in the laws of the state, but pos­
sessing good natural aoilitics and a large experience in the attairs 
of the state generally, \vith a strong sense -. f JUStice, he with 
such aids as ,vere readily at hand, discarded 111any of the for111s 
of procedure~ and reached conclusions \'Vitl1 but 1neagre respect for 
laws that obstructed his vie\vs. Upon one occasion he was en­
gaged in trying a cri111inal case, weli <1efended by a iawyer of 
good technical qualifications. Judge Lanuers was already con­
vinced that the uefendent was guiiLy, and ,vhen the srate's ,vit­
nesses were testifying, he allo,ved the111 to state everytning with­
out interruption, but when the defendant's witnesses begun to 
testify he repeatedly warned then1 to be catuious ho\v they swore. 
He called to his side Capt. W. H. Milwee, an honoraoie la\vyer, 
and requested him to advise and post hi111 as to the rules of law. 
After the attorney for defendant Legan to speak in his client's 
behalf, he no doubt realizing the futility of securing any favora­
ble decision fro111 the court, ,vhile 1naking his auctress held his 
head down in a dejected way; whereupon the Judge aroust·u hi111, 
saying: "Hold up your head, sir, and look like a 111an.'' But 
no appe'tl fron1 the lawyer could change the current of 111s course 
for c1 nde justice, and while the lawyer was still talking in his 
client's cause, there suddenly ca111e the prt-e111ptory oruer fro111 
the Judge that the court adjourn to the gr.;cery for refresh1ne11ts. 

· While retiring to that favorite resort his honor could hear the 
rumblings and cursing of a disappointed and ci1agrincd lawyer. 

Capt. A .. J. \Vright, the sherirf chosen by the people of the 
ne\v county, had settled his fa111ily at Stockton at the beginning 
of the war, having hi111self enlisted as Captain of a co111pany of 
lvlissouri volunteers in the Confederate anny. l-fis wife, a sister 
of the Nutt brothers, ,vi th her children, re111ained here, th as sep­
arated fro111 her husband 111ost of the while during that trying 
period, but at its close \tVright returned and by his activity and 
spirit soon beca1ne a prosperous and leading 111an here. lie en­
gaged in fanning and stock raising, being the first 1nan \V ho Yen­
tnred to plant a considerable crop of ~ottou,· \vhich he hac1 to haul 
to near the eastePn li1nits of Johnson county to reach the nearest 
gin; but his greatest success was probabiy in stock dealing. He 
often bought up and drove to the 111arkets in the east large herds 
of beef cattle, and usually received good profits. Re1noving fro1n 
Stockton to Granbury he was also engaged in 111crca11tile busi­
ness for a short time. So that his displace1nen t from the office 
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friends and his couu ty with as Ii ttle friction as possible ; and 
111any quite a111using incidents re1nain in the traditions of the 
county connected with his ad1ninistration of justice. ~ He was too 
far advanced in life and too 1nuch addicted to creature co1nforts 
to now post hi1nsel( thoroughly in the laws of the state, but pos­
sessing good natural abilities and a large experience in the affairs 
of the state generally, \Vith a strong sense vf justice, he with 
such aids as were readily at hand, discarded 1na11y of the forn1s 
of procedure, and reached conclusions with but 1neagre respect for 
laws that obstructed his views. Upon one occasion he was en­
gaged in trying a cri111inal case, weii defended by a lawyer of 
good technical qualifications. · J uoge Landers was already con­
vinced that the defendent was guilty, and when the state's wit­
nesses were testifying, he allowed tne1n to state everything \vith­
out interruption, but when the defendant's witnesses begun to 
testify he repeatedly warned them to be cautious how they swore. 
Ile called to his side Capt. W. H. Milwee, an honorable lawyer, 
and requested him to .advise and post him as to the rules of law. 
After the attorney for defendant Legan to speak in his client's 
behalf, he no doubt realizing the futility of securing any favora­
ble decision fro111 the court, while 111aking his address held his 
hl..'.ad <lowu in a dejected way; whereupon the Judge aroused him, 
saying: "Hold up your head, sir, and look like a man." But 
110 appeal fro1n the lawyer could change the current of his course 
for Ci ude justice, and while the lawyer was still talking in his 
client's cause, there suddenly catne the pre-emptory order frotn 
the Judge that the court adjourn to the gnJcery for refresh1ne11ts. 
While retiring to that favor1te resort his honor could hear the 
run1blings an<l cursing of a disappointed and chagrined lawyer. 

Capt .. A .• J. Wright, the sheriff chosen by the people of the 
new county, had settled his fa111ily at Stockton at the beginning 
of the war, having hi1nself enlisted as Captain of a con1pany of 
Missouri volunteers in the Confederate ar1ny. His wife, a sister 
of the Nutt brothers, with her childrtn, re1nained here, th us sep­
arated fro111 her husband 1nost of the while during that trying 
period, bnt at its close Wright returned and by his activity and 
spirit soon became a prosperous and leading 1nan here. He en­
gaged in far1ning and stock raising, being_ the first tnan who ven­
tured to plant a considerable crop of cotton, which he had to haul 
to near the eastern li1nits of Johnson county to reach the nearest 
gin ; but his greatest success was probably in stock dealing. He 
often bought up and drove to the n1arkets in the east large herds 
of beef cattle, and usually received good profits. Re1noving.fro1n 
Stockton to Granbury he was also engaged in 111ercantile busi­
ness for a short tin1e. So that his displace1nent frotn the office 
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of sheriff ,vas no great disadvantage to hiin, and when th~ disa­
bi1i ties were re111oved, he and McCa1nant, the clerk, being in 
great favor. before the people, were both several ti1nes re-elected 
to their offices. During the time Wright was sheriff-till 1876-
was a troublesome period in our territory. Several hieneous 
cri1nes, including the burning of the court· house and all the 
county records by incendarism, occurred during this period. 
These will be noticed in their proper place. Wright, while sher­
iff, was extensively spoken of by his friends as a fit representa­
tive for the legislature, and ,vhen the representative district con­
vention of the democratic party assetnbled at Granbury in 1872 
to 1nake a nornination, his name and that of Capt. W. H. Milwee 
were placed bc:::fore that body, and the result was a locked con­
vention, till the name of Dr. J. N. Doyle was placed before the 
convention and accepted by the friends of both the former aspi­
rants. Capt. Wright having lost his first wife shortly after the 
war, and in 1871 was married again, to Miss Margaret Bond of 
Stockton, re1noved several years after r.etiring fro1n office to 
Coleman county, ,vhere he died; and his wife and children re­
turned to Hood county. His surviving widow and children all, 
except Jake, reside in Granbury. Mrs. Margaret Wright, who 
ca1ne with her father, i\.1non Bond, to Stockton, as heretofore 
noted, is entitled to be classed with the names of those veteran 
heroines of the frontier referred to in a fortncr chanter . 

.I. 

.. 

CHAPTER XXX\i"II.-FIR~ OFFICIALS-GIDEON l\IILLS-C. C. 
i\.LEXANDER-WILSON BARKER. 

Allusion has already been 1nade to 1nost of those who constitut­
ed our first county officials, and as son1e have been noticed as 
fully as the scope of our work justifies, it retnains to refer briefly 
to those ,vho have been but barely 111entioned and state such 1nat­
ters with respect to the1n as will give the reader clearer ideas as 
to their characters. These are Gideon Mills, assessor and col­
lector of taxes; C. C. Alexander and Wilson Barker, com111is­
sioners. Mills was a1nong the first 1nen to settle on Paluxy. He 
was a n1an of short and stout appearance, \\i·ith rather pro1nincnt 
features, and tnarked peculiarity of speech, ,vhich rendered his 
nationality of uncertain detennination. It is probable that the 
Irish ancl Scotcli stock predon1inated in his 1nake-np, hut his 
brogue neither indicated these nor the Gennan origin. I-Ie gave 
to the vowel "e" the broaci sound of "a" and did not neglect to 
drawl out the latter to its broadest li1nits, and see1ne<l also to trv ., 

to get into the hissing "s," a like breadth of vohune; tlri1s he 
spoke of his office as being that of the ''aes-saes-sor and collaec­
tor of taexaes;,, and he seetned to not have the power to ntodify 
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or change his peculiarity of speech. It is related of hin1 that 
when he once called upon a good ,vido\\-· lady in the course of his 
official duties and announced that he had co1ne to "·aes-saes her 
t1exaes," he had great difficulty in finally convincing her that his 
business was legiti1nate. He was a 111an of social disposition, 
though of earnestness of purpose, was greatly liked by his neigh­
bors and those who knew hi111 well; ,v-as often spoken of as a fit 
representative to the legislature, as he was a man of good general 
infonuation and by his frontier experiences was well versed in 
the wants of the people of this section. But after his ter1n of 
office expired he retired to his fartu, where he remained a few 
years, always highly respected; but he was now growing old and 
see1ned to feel that he was not appreciated properly by the new 
con1ers, and s0111eti111e during the 7o's re111oved to the west and 
is probably still living at Big Springs, Texas. It is said that his 
daughter, Mrs. King, who recently died on Paluxy, was the first 
,.vhite child 'born on that streatn. 

C. C. Aiexander was a man of intelligence and pro1ninence in 
this locality. He lived on Squaw creek and about Barnard's 
mil1, and was a surveyor. During the war had been County 
Judge of Johnson. .A. daughter of his ~as the wife of Ja1nes 
Wray, a pro1ninent man in early tilnes of Squaw creek, and who 
has several children yet living in this vicinity. \Vray was a brave 
and brawny 111a11, but quiet and peaceably disposed ; and it is re­
lated that during the turbulent times, two tnen at entnity with 
hi1n, conspired to 111ake way with hitn. One of these, St. Helen, 
hy 11a1ne, had a serions i111pedin1ent in his speech, caused fro1n 
asthtna, so he could rarely speak above a whisper. They agreed 
to get Wray into a house, extinguish the lights and St. Helen 
was to in11nedi~tely knock Wray dowu and his confederate then 
to fall upon hi111 and cut his throat; but when St. Helen 1nade at 
his victi1n, the latter anticipating hitn, reversed the plan by fell­
ing St. Helen, who in the darkness ·was i1n1nediately fallen upon 
by his fellow conspirator with k111fe applied to his throat and 
,vould have soon been dispatched, but the exigency of the situa­
tion caused the unfortunate St. Helen, for the motnent, to gain 
the use of his ·vocal cords and loudly announce his identity. Re­
turning to Alexander, he probably did not live through his en­
tire tern1 of office as con1111issioner. He was not a mild tempered 
1na11, an~ as acts of violence were not nnco1n1non at this period, 
he was tnortally wounded in an affray either at Stockton or Gran­
bury, and returning ho111e died a few days later. 

Barker was one of the earlier con1ers to the Paluxy valley ; 
,vas dotniciled prior to the war a few miles abnve Barnard's 1nill, 
a locality often su hjected to the deprada tions of the Indians, and 
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his experiences and losses have been considerable. His · intelli­
gence and conservatistn seen1ed to designate hi1n to his fellow 
associates as a fit representative of their interest in affairs of the 
new county. Coining into office as one of the first com1nission­
ers, he was continued in this duty for several tern1s of service, 
extending into the period covered by the constitution of 1870, 
when the several Justices of the Peace constituted the Police 
Court. Meanwhile he had re111oved from Paluxy to the east of 
the Brazos and settled upon George's creek, where, as Justice of 
the Peace in that settlen1ent retnote front lawyers, he became 
.chief counsellor and dispenser of justice among his neighbors, by 
whom he remains to this day highly respected. Esquire Barker 
of late years has been affiicted with blindness, which keeps_ him 
confined at hotne, hence his old friends of other parts of the coun­
ty do not see much of him now. But occasionally he visits his 
nephew, Mr. Phil Jackson at Granbury, where he has opportu­
nities to meet sometimes with his old associates. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII.-FIRST CABIN COURT HOUSE-TOWN 

PLAN AND DESCRIPTION-EARLY BEGINNINGS OF GRAN­

BURY-FIRST LAWYERS AND DOCTORS OF THE TOWN-
• 

~rHE FIRsT SuNDAY ScHooL-A. P. HARBIN. 

The reinoval of the few scanty records from Stockton, where 
official life had fortnulated under the cotnbined influence of Judge 
Landers and '',vet'' groceries, to the now established site of 
Granbury, was in itself but a s1nall affair; but we now had be­
cotne a county, with authority to levy and collect taxes, hold 
courts and tnake a record. A site we had, but a secure shelter 
for the exercise of this authority and the keeping of these records 
was now to be provided. A s1nall 16x16 foot one story log cabin 
with doors on the north and south sides and a chitnney in the 
west end, was provided and .built in the center of the court house 
square of the town, as duly laid out by A. S. McCa111ant as sur­
veyor. In this single roo1n each and ~11 the county officials kept 
their offices and records, or rather had a right so to do; and this 
roo1n, too, was also the headquarters of several la \\·yers and acti ,·e 
land agents, as well as the place for the reception and distribu­
tion of the U. S. 1nails, which latter, however, was a s111a11 a!Iair, 
as 111ails were received only once a week for a ti1ne. 'rhis roon1 
was found not to be a1nple enough for all these purposes and also 
for the holding of district court, but this defect was re1ne<liecl by 
the erection, through public enterprise, of a crudely built rock or 
concrete house about 25x40 feet and one story high oti the corner 
where A. P. Gordon's store now stands; and for some year:, this 
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\vas used for 1nany public purposes, such as the holding of courts 
schools, 1neetings of all kinds, religious and otherwise. 

The forty acre donation 1nade by N ntts and I"'a1nbert to the 
county, sur\·eyed and platted into blocks and lots by McCan1ant, 
consisted of twenty blocks, including the court house square, each 
block being 300 feet square and containing two acres, with streets 
50 and 40 feet wide between; so that the streets seetn to have 
constituted an excess above the non1inal donation. rrhese blocks 
txtended west from the court house one block and two blocks in 
in each oth_er direction. Lots were placed upon the 1narket and · 
several public sales 1nade, and down to 1871, the 1nost extensive 
sale probably occurring about the first of March 1871. The pro­
ceeds constituted eourt house and jail fund. 

'f he entire town site ,vas a forest of post oak and othe·r growth 
and the river botto1ns adjacent produced some very goodly sized 
trees of burr oak, ehn, pecan and cottonwood, which furnished 
what then was considered very good material to keep a busy little 
saw 1nill, erected now by Holland & .A.nderson, running for sev­
eral years to supply the incon1ing population with building ma­
terial. .A.nd as the people can1e and thinned out the woods; the 
wild ga1ne of deer and turkey, which had so long constituted the 
chief supplies of 1neat for the hospitable tables of the early pio­
neers, perceptibly diminished. And it has now been many years 
since 'Squire P. V. Rhea has been able, as he once did, to kill, 
hang to a post oak limb and dress his deer on the public square 
of Granbury. The under-brush being trimtued away, a num­
ber of those post oaks re1nained on the public square surrounding 
the little log court house for several years, furnishing welcome 
lean-backs and shade, where 1nany a trade involving thousands of 
dollars and cattle was tnade, and sche1nes of local politics plan­
ned, to say nothing of the great utility to which they were put 
as hitching posts for the jaded little pony covered with the trap­
pings of a very large saddle, while the rider was helping with all 
the vin1 of western life to run the four or five saloons and their 
adjunctive ten-pin alleys, which now [ 1871-2] n1ade their appear­
ance around the square, and the saloons returning the courtesy 
by sti1nulating hin1, through day and night to keep the little 
town well painted a lively red. 

The organization of the county brought lawyers, essential to 
good governtnent and always found in the front of every struggle 
in civil or military life for the bettertnent of 1nankind. The first 
here were W. H. Millwee, a man of exceptionally good character, 
sober habits and fair ability ; A. V. Shropshire, a 111an with just 
enough learning to make hitn vain and enough ego to 1nake him 
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the hero of all the wonderful varns and fish stories ,vhich occu-
~ . 

pied the 111ost of his ti1ne in relating; E. P ... .\nderson, a lawyer 
of good ability, and a 1nan 11a1ned Blue, who was well spoken of 
by all, but died after only a short experience here. Later on, 
toward the beginning of the year 187 r, Young, frotn Missi~sippi, 
and Halbert, fro1n 1'ennessee, two young lawyers just fro1n their 
schools, catne and fonned the first fir111 of lawyers resident in the 
town. Much see1ned to exist in promise for this for1nidable alli­
ance, but the ti1nes were too rough for them and after a few years 
they fainted by the wayside, as it were, and found their ways 
back to the haunts of their respective .A.hna Maters. · 

'rhe town was not without its representative doctors, too, al­
ways abreast with advancing civilization to alle¥iate the suffer­
ing of physical 1nan. .A.n1ong the first of these, residents of the 
town, was D. K. Turner, who, being one of the leaders in local 
politics, followed the county gover111nent fron1 Stockton to Gran­
bury ; also J. · R. Cauf111an and A. E. Hanna. Ca11f1na11 left 1na­
ny years ago. Hanna re111ained here a useful and upright 1nan 
till his death in 1894. Dr. Hanna, in associ3tion with his sur­
viving wife and her sisters, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Haney and l\lrs. 
Baker, then all the un1narried daughters of Maj. C. H. Blake._ 
who, with other gentletnen, also joined them, ,vere the organizers 
and supporters for several years of the first Sunday School in 
Hood C0\lnty. It had its beginning in the rock house before 
tnentioned in the fall of 1871, and was well attended and doubt­
less aided largely in directing the current of so1ne lives into prop­
er channels. 

Many other doctors and lawyers, teachers and preachers, ca1ne 
about this period into the county; so111e have gone and so1ne re-
111ain. Atnong the 1110:;t useful of the teachers of this period, was 
A. P. Harbin, who taught the public school at Granbury in 1871. 
His sch~l so increased in nu1nbers as to require an assistant dur­
ing that year, and that assistant, to whotn was assigned for train­
ing, the fetnale side of the house, can now find near at hand sev­
eral of his pupils who are 1nothers of grown up children-too 
close a scrutiny night reveal grancltnothers-an<l yet he is not an 
old 1nan. But to return to Harbin : he was a pious Baptist, a 
faithful teacher, a 1nost trustworthy 1nan and friend. He 1nar­
ried Miss Jennie Fincher, a popular lady of A.cton, and re1noved 
to Ellis county many years ago, and died there in 1894. Many 
of our best citizens reme1nber Harbin as their teacher and faith­
ful friend. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX.-C0UNTY OFFICERS UNDER THE CONSTI­

TUTION OF 1870-COURT HOUSE AND OTHER BUIL::)INGS 

OF 1871-KINGSBURY, FIRST MERCHANT-CATTLE 

DRIVING-.. 1\ STAMPEDE, ETC. 

When on the 30th day of March, 1870, the Constitution 1nade 
for the state by the adherents of the republican reconstruction 
policy, went into effect, it brought but little change in our coun­
ty's official list, except that it provided for no County Judge, but 
111ade the Justice of the Peace residing in the precinct wherein 
the county site ,vas situated, the presiding Justice of the coun­
ty's Police Court, [the other Justices of the Peace throughout the 
county sitting as associate tnembers ], Judge Landers' office ,vas 
no more ; and A. S. McCatnant now beca1ne clerk of both Dis­
trict and County Courts, con1bined into one office under this con­
stitution. A. V. Shropshire held the office of J. P. for Gran­
bury precinct for awhile, but being a n1an of accommodating dis­
position and 11111ch wanting in firmness of character, he was led 
into the act of officially certifying to an · affidavit purporting to 
have been tnade before hint by a gentleman, who was some miles 
away at the time, and though he insisted that the gentleman in 
question would have sworn as certified had he been present, yet 
there were some who were not lenient enough toward him to en­
tirely excuse the act, and he was forced to step out of office, and 
turn the duties of this now highly responsible office over to J. B. 
Sears, his successor. 

The funds arisin·g fro1n sales of town lots now con1ing into the 
treasury and the apparent urgent necessity for a larger court 
house brought the consideration of this subject before the Police 
Court early in 1871, and in the sumn1er of that year a contract 
was let to Joseph W. Anderson, to erect a two-story rock court 
house on the spot occupied by the log cabin court house. Work 
was at once begun and the building completed to the satisfaction 
of the court early the following year. It was 5ox50 feet, with four 
rooms on the ground floor, separated by halls, for the officers and 
juries; the upper story being, at first, one large court room, aft­
erward contained two jury rooms. This building was without 
any superfluities in orna1nent, but it was the pride of the new 
county, and the attention of passing travelers directed to it with 
about as much satisfaction as in subsequent years we have point­
ed to our present tetnple which occupies the same ground. The 
cost of this building, amounting to about $10,000, though large­
ly paid out of the town lot fund, yet was partly paid by taxation. 
Anderson, the contractor, received several town lots, and he and 
others about this time built a number of houses, both business 
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and d ,velling houses. The rock business houses co1111nenced and 
built fronting the square during the year 1871 are still standing 
1ne1nentoes of the architecture then in fashion. They are the 
''Granbury House,'' built by J a111es Counts; the connecting store 
roon1 on its east, built by two Robertson Bros., and the two 
stores, one occupied by J. C. Lees and the other lately by Steele 
& Sou, built by J. W ... Anderson. 'f he Ii ttle rock d Beef Mar­
ket" at the southwest corner, now threatened to be supplanted, 
was built several years prior to the before 111en tioned, by W 111. 
Hightower, an active and thrifty little 111an. It was the first 
rock house ever erected in Gran bury. High tower also built the 
now dilapidated old dwelling at the Doyle spring, fortnerly call­
ed Hightower spring. The business houses about the square 
were generally log cabins, till Holland & .A.nderson's 1nill fur­
nished fro1n the native ti1nber, what was known as "raw hide'' 
lu1nber, ,vith which so111e were built ; they were few in nun1ber, 
but with the friendly aid of the post oaks, it is surprising how 
1nuch of the "business" current in early days was turned off in 
the town. 

W. H. Kingsbury, as before noted, had 1noved his 111ercantile 
establisl11nent frotn Stockton, and he occupied the .corner, where 
at this time McGaughy's livery stable no\v stands.· ~e had a 
very good sized ~tock of general 1nerchandise suitable to the fron­
tier tradf, and kept .it well up. Kingsbury was a popular and 
successful merchant here, . doing an extended business. · Often 
collecting up considerable herds of tnarketable cattle, v.yhich he 
drove t'o the 1narkets beyond .the Indian territory. These long 
drives to tnarkets having becotne things of the past, a short de­
scription of one with its difficulties and perils will scarcely be 
dee1ned out of place here. For several weeks before hand the 
numerous cattle1nen are negotiated with to deliver certain grades 
of steers-usually 2 to 4 years old-to Kingsbury, who announces 
that he will start with a herd on a given date. A.t the appoint­
ed titne often one to two thousand head of such steers, sleek and 
fat fro111 the range are put in to the herd, driven by s01ne ten or 
fifteen cowboys, with three or 1nore ponies to each, follo~1ing the 
herd for relie£5 and pack horses. An experienced . n1a11 is e111-
ployed as ''boss'' and under his direction they proceed ; Kings­
bury acco1npanies the herd with his ,vife1 who desires to 1nake a 
trip to the cities.<> There are no ,vire fences or other incidents of 
civilization to obstruct their ,vay, and the grass being abundant 
they <lrive frotn t,velve to fifteen 1niles daily, only 11aving to take 
care that water is duly reached at proper intervals. Finally on 
a hot, sultry evening they draw near the bottoms of the Red 
river. · The experienced eye detects signs of a stor1ny night an4.. 
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every precaution i.; taken, the cattle are carefully ''rounded-up," 
the guards are placed at advantageous stations, and instructed to 
keep the herd soothed if possible, by song and refrain. Kings­
bury takes his wife to a ren1ote grove and they go into ca1np. 
After they have retired to rest the storm approaches, the thun­
der rolls and the lightnings play through the heavy timber of the 
botto1n, the uneasy herd have been lowing for sotne time and the 
cowboys have grown hoarse with keeping up their constant re­
frain as tbey ride about the outskirts of the herd ; the night is 
dark and nothing seen s1ve when the glare of the livid lightning 
is thrown upon the scene. Kingsbury is on the·watch, his own 
horse is saddled and several of his 111e11 with him. Presently an 
01ninous silence prevails in the great herd, instantly followed by 
the dreadful tra1nping of thousands of hoofs and loud clashing of 
horns; they have statnpeded, in what direction nobody knows, 
till the lightnings reve.11 their course, then every man in his sad­
dle urges his pony through the darkness to gain their front, and 
finally a few fearless cowboys have placed thetnselves in the lead 
of the on ward moving herd, and in the darkness and storm lead 
thetn in the circling 1nove1nent. Presently it is discovered by 
Kingsbury that the herd is now heading toward the station where 
he is guarding his fa111ily. No titne is lost; with a few of his 
111e11 they 1nake to the head of the angry, surging colu1nn, which 
no hun1an power could check in its irresistable career, and suc­
ceed by their soothing voices to lead them in a circling line fron1 
their direction ; so that by the titne the camp is reached, the 
dashing 1nass pass it but a few feet to one side, then to avoid 
further danger, the herd is led on far away to the prairies; where 
after they have been severed into several bodies, and have finally 
exhausted then1selves, they are left till the tnorning light enables 
the cowboys to again gather them up for the trail, which is re­
su1ned and acco1nplished without further serious adventure. But 
through the wild uninhabitable plains, 1neeting here and there 
parties of half civilized Indians, and the tnany adventures and di­
verting scenes passed on the long overland trail, n1ade by short 
daily rides, possessed no doubt tnuch to fascinate the spirited and 
brave little wotnau \\·ho had chosen to accompany her husband 
on this trip, yet it is not likely she again ventured to share the 
perils frotn which, by the cowtnen's skill, she had such a narrow 
escape. But though such statnpedes were co111mon, the cowboys' 
experience and skill were usnall y snfficien t for his own protec­
tion, ho\vever burdensome and fatiguing the task of night-herd­
ing on stonny nights. When he reached Kansas City or Chi­
cago, he, with his l.road-brimtned sombrero, mounted upon his 
bronco, with elaborate trappings dangling frotn his saddle, and 
quirt in hand, was an object of sufficient attraction to insure him 
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a good ti1ne; thus accoutered, and hailing fron1 'fexas, he pos­
sessed inununity fro111 interference by the ~ 4cops'' enjoyed by fe,v 
other classes. .r\.nd 1nost of the cowboys reli~hecl these trips kept 
up till raiL.oads and wire fences destroyed their trade. Kings­
bury, known as the first 1nerchant of Granbury, and very largely 
influential in its location and early advancetnent, ,vas succeeded 
in business about 1872 by J. A.. For1nwalt, and 1noved to the 
newly developing 1uining regions beyond Texas, but is now re­
siding in El Paso, having experienced vicissitudes of fortune and 
broked health. He was in the spring of 1895 again in Hood 
county visiting his 111any old friends ,vho have long held encased 
in their 1ne1nory the image of his genial face. 

CHAPTER XL.-i\CTON AND ITS MASONIC !NSTITUE~LAVING 

OF CORNER STONE-SCHOOL-JUSTICES TIPTON AND BERRY 

-MERCHANT 'fHASH AND OTHERS-REV. ]AS. HINER. 

Before anticipating too far into our subject, let us now return 
to the .i\..cton co1n111unity and bring up some 111ore of its interest­
ing history. Population now having so augn1e11teci that the need 
of a Ivlasonic lodge ana hall was felt, it was · at i\.cton that the 
first lodge w~s organized ana hall t:"recte<l. 'fhe rock builcing 
known as the l~cton I\iaso111c Institute, was begun in 1866, but 
was not con1pleted till 1b67 or '68. ~rhis builc~ing \vas erected 
for the doubie purpose of school in the lower story an.j· ::Vi:.;.souic 
Hall in the upper. It was contributei to by the citiiens generally 
and under the auspices of the Masonic lodge. Cnarley Barnard 
see1ns to have been the 1nost liberal a1nong those contrihuting to 
it ; and is considered as the father of the ... i\.cton lodge. The in1-
posing cen:1nony of laying the corner stone occurred in the su~­
tner of 1868. 'rhis to 111any of the people on our frontier was a 
novel affair, and a large crowd was in attenoauce from 1nany 
miles around. Neill Stribling, a man of high character, who re­
sided here, and who was J nnior W araeu of the Grand Lodge, 
acted as Deputy Grand l\1aster. He ,va~ ~1s~J the first \Vorship­
ful lVIaster of the .. i\.cton lodge. rvlaj. E. l\l. Heath of Cleburne 
was l\'Iarshal of the (~ay, anu ReY. John Collier delivered the ora­
tion. ''fhis was another step in the progress of A.cton' s civiliza­
tion. 'rhe old union house ·where schools had been "kept" for 
so long, ,vas nO\¥ supplanted by this enduring structure of rock, 
which doubtless 1narked the progressive spirit of the ideas as well 
as the 1uaterial advance111ents being 111ade by· the A.cton people ; 
and Shropshire, who had kept the school, probably to the satis­
faction of his patrons prior to this, ,vas now found wanting, 
,vhen \Veighed in the balances of enlightened public judg1ne11t. 
Many 1nen of good intelligence and character, were adde<i to the 
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population, coining fro1n the seyeral Southern states. A1nong 
the1n ,vere the Striblings, Doyles, Cievelands, .l\iilton Jones, 
Glenns, l\1asseys, Goodletts, Lyles, Ben Tipton, H. 'f. Berry, P. 
H. 'rhrash, and indeed too many others to enun1erate. Shrop­
shire, no longer needed here as a teacher, took up his abode and 
occupation as a lawyer at Granbury. And such 1nen as Neill 
Stribling casting about for suitable persons to conduct their 
school in the higher channel designed for it now under the na1ne 
of Acton Masonic Institute, found in Rev. 1\filton Jones, a 1nan 
of 111ature years, exe1nplary character, and good educational ad­
vantages, a principal for the Institute; and in the modest and 
nnpretentions Charles F. Rodgers, who was a recent arrival here, 
and ,vho by· s01ne of his work in surveyilig attracted the atten­
tion of son1e of these discerning 111en to hi1n, a man for the place 
of assistant teacher; and thus equipped, the school moved off 
and continued for several years to grow in favor under the care 
of these 1nen, but to follow·it further through its vicissitudes 
woul:1 nee<liessly encu1nber our narrative. Suffice it to say that 
the .Acton people have been sufficiently appreciative of its ben­
efits to keep it well under way and usually in good hands to the 
present day . 

. A.s to who, in due order of succession after Esquire S1nart., held 
the office of Justice of the Peace at Acton is with us rather con­
jectural and not in1portant. Benj. T. Tipton, a 1nan of consid­
erate views, good character and judg1nent, and in· favor then 
with the powers pursuing the \\ .. ork of reconstruction, went into 
this office with the constitution of 1869-70, and held a term of 
four years. Tipton also for 1nany years remained here serving 
as postlnaster and no,v resides at Cresson. . He ,vas succeeded as 
Justice of the Peace by H. T. Berry. i\t this ti1ne the office of 
J. P., besides the usual jurisdiction, performed the further 
functions of Co1n1nissioner of the County Court and Assessor of 
'faxes. Judge H. 'f. Berry had visited this section immediately 
after his release fron1 prison at Johnson Island, where as an offi­
cer in the Confederate anuy, he was released at the close of the 
\Var ; and after his 111arriage in east 1'exas he returned to make 
hi.-; ho1ne here, settling first on Rucker's creek in 1867 ; a year 
later he 111oved to Fall creek. He ,,,.as engaged in school teach­
ing and far1ning and was connected ,vith the Law and Order As­
sociation, ,vhich did 1_nuch to expell and punish thieves. He re­
n1aine<l in the office of Justice of the Peace for several years, and 
subsequently served as County Judge of Hood county for three 
successive tenns, more particular tnention of which ,vill be ap­
propriate later on. Judge Berry is a 111an of exen1plary charac­
ter and both as a private citizen, a teacher and a public official, 
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has done much toward the elevation of character, and our 1nate­
rial progre~s as a conn ty. 

During the ter111s of both Tipton and Berry as Justice of the 
Peace 111any sharp legal contests were brought and carried on be­
fore the1n, so1ne by change of venue fro1n Granbury ; ·aud it was 
not uncon1n1on at their regular court days for a half dozen la,v­
yers and as 1nany parties and witnesses during the years 1871 to 
187 5 to be seen going front Granbury to Acton in attendance on 
their courts. Following Rippetoe & .Allison, the 111erchants at 
1\cton ,vere A.r1nstrong, P. H. 'l'hrash and .A.. J. Wright, and 
possibly others about · 1869-72. i-\rmstrong was succeeded by 
Wright, and both of these have L.·ng since ren1oved from the 
county. P. H. 'l'hrash re1noved to Granbury about 1872, where 
he ren1ai11ed for a llUtnber of years one of the leading merchants 
of the town. 'rhrash has been a 111an of potent influence in the 
county's affairs; held the office of County 'rreasurer several years; 
and added an itnportant and large addition to the to,vn of Gran­
bur, but subsequently sold out the bulk of his. addition and w·ent 
into the ranche business on Paluxy. Capt. P. H. 'l'hrash was 
an officer in the Confederate service during the war, and after its 
clo3e catne front North Carolina anci settled in Hood county. He 

. J 

is stip one ·of our pro1ninent citizens, carrying on his ranche a11d 
also a drug business. 

In tre~.ting of Acton we thus co111e upon 1nen who, ·while first 
coining under personal notice here, yet by their future career 
have beco111e identifien 111ore extensively with our whole county. 
We now take up for brief mention a character whose personal 
identity found place first and to the last at Acton, but had con­
nection with public life long prior to this. Rev. Jcunes Hiner, 
an itenerant Methodist preacher, was placed in charge of the 
1\cton circuit in 187 I, and re1noved here fron1 Cleburne. He 
traveled this circuit for four years, the circuit then co1nprising a 
territory along both sides of the Brazos frotn the 111outh of 
George's creek to Sanchez in Parker county, including Wade 
Chapel, Kickapoo, Long and Falls creeks, so that the preacher 
in the discharge of his duties \\"as seldo111 at ho111e 1nore than one 
or two days in a 1uonth, a1i<l a large part of his circuit ,vas v.rith­
in territory then subject tu Indian invasions; so that Rev. Hiner, 
in addition Bible and Hy11111 book, found it necessary to ann hin1-
self \vith six-shooter and ·winchester. Since his coining 1nto our 
territory fe\\r n1en have exerted 1nore influence for good than 
Jndge Hiner. Though having beco1ne a cripple in early life and 
physically weak, yet his quiet de111~anor and activity of mind 
and wholeso1ne counsels to all have rendered him useful in 
both public and private life. He was a native of Kentucky ; 
came to Texas in 1847, settling in Navarro county and 1narried 



HOOD COUNT~ HIS'f0RY. · IOI. 

there to a Miss Williams, and the living fruits of this marriage 
are Joe H. Hiner and Mrs. Margaret Wohlford, wife of Hon. 
Ballard Wohlford. In 1857 after the death of his first wife he 
moved to Johnson councy and settled at Buchanan, the county 
site, where, on Nov. 4th, 1859, he married Miss Mattie M. 
Abney. Having served here as Deputy Clerk, he was in 1860 
elected Clerk of the District Court and held the office also of 
postmaster. At the beginning of the war, as recruiting officer, 
he made up a company for the service of the Confederacy, but 
when his cotnpany \Vas mustered into service, he was rejected 
by the board of exa1nining physicians as unfit for active service, 
but was con tin !led in the duties of recruiting officer and raised a 
_second co111pany ready for service in 1862, which con1pany he 
drilled at catnp Henderson, and was 1nade its Captain, but when 
the. cotnpan~ was put upon for~ed tnarches to the scene of war in 
Arkansas, Hiner_ ,vas again pronounced by the physicians as not 
able for such arduous duties, and in consequence was discharged 
and sent home, where he served his country as collector of tithes 
and clothing for the soldiers till the close of the war. i\.fter this 

. he tnoved w_ith the county site from Buchanan to Cleburne where 
in ·1866, he served by appointment, and afterwards by election, as 
County Judge, which office he ·held till his ren1oval, in 1871, to 
A,cton ... While at Cleburne he qften pr~ached, and in October 
1867 held a note_d revival, continuing nearly a month, assisted 
by Rev. Ben Austin. He now beca1ne more th.oroughly identi-
.fied with his ministerial 'York and after several years on the Ac-
ton circuit, he went upon the Weatherford circuit two year~, and 
in _1875 came upon th~ Granbury circuit, where he traveled three 
years. During this peripd he was thrown f~otn his buggy and 
his lame leg so much injured that a1nputation became necessary, 
and this rendered. his health so delicate during the remainder of 

. his Hfe that he now was compelled to relinquish · his duties .as 
minister, so dear to his heart, and take up a life of less physical 
activity. At the _Annual Conference of his. church in . 1878 Jie 
was placed ·on the supernumerary list, and in November of the 
same he ,vas elected County Judge of Hood county, and. after a 
tenn of service as Judge he was then elected Clerk of the Coun­
ty Court and re-elected in November 1882, and on Jan. 10th, 
1883 died, greatly lamented by the hundreds of his friends over a 
lar.ge scope of territory, with whom his 1ninisterial career had 
thrown him in close and intimate contact. Judge Hiner had 
studied law while residing at Buchanan and had at a later date 
been licensed and practiced to a limited extent. He was a 
thoughtful and studious man and had stored up within his active 
and absorbing mind _1nuch. practical learning, and though never 
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brilliant, yet when occasion called forth his powers he was al­
ways found equal thereto. The solidity and force with ,vhich he 
advanced his propositions rendered hi1n powerful as a preacher, 
and an advocate. He served as one of defendant's counsel in the 
celebrated trial of Capt. W. G. Veal before his church .A.nnual 
Conference at Fort Worth. In this cause he was associated with 
Rev. 0. M. -t\.ddison as co-counsel, and the prosecution was con­
ducted by Revs. Sa1n P. Wright andJ. D. Shaw, and thus brought 
into contact with 1nen of state wide distinction, Judge Hiner ac­
quited hi1nself in such a 1nanner as to draw enco1ni11n1s well 1ner­
ited frotn his-brethren and friends. A number of children no\\1 

grown and pu.rsuing various useful avocations as citizens of this 
and sister counties are the fruits of his second 111arriage. .A.mong 
tht:111 are T. H. Hiner, the present sheriff of the county, and Jno. 
J. Hiner, a young lawyer of excellent ability and brilliant pron1-
ise. At his death, Judge Hiner's re1nai11s ,vere, in confor1nity 
with his request, deposited at the Acton cen1etery. His greatest 
attach1ne11ts seetned to center here, ,vhere his 1ninisterial life had 
been so largely spent. 

CHA~TER XLL-THE LAST INDIAN RAID 'l'O Hoon CouNTv-· 

rtIIE POINT OF TIMBERS FIGHT. 

Our Indian troubles, so greatly aug111ented by the open hostili­
ties of the Caddo tribe, brought about by the violence \vhich oc­
·eurred at Golconda, as related in former chapters, after teu long 
years of bloody scenes and stealthy raids into every settlen1ent of 
our western border, was now about to be ended, and that by a 
tragical act, which illustrates the overpowering ascendancy of 
the white race on its westward 111arch over tht: rude and feeble 
savages of the fore st. 

The affair which we n JW relate is told in divers ways and with 
tnany colorings by the survivors who took part in it, though none 
of these seen1 now to ren1e1nber the precise date, 1ne1nories vary­
ing as to this over a penod ranging fro1n 1865 to 1_869. It is, 
however, quite certain that it did not occur earlier than 1868, and 
Mr. Willbarger in his book specifically gives the elate as the 11th 
of Septe111ber, 1869, pointing strongly to the conclusion that he 
obtained his account fro111 one who had kept a n1e1noranda of the 
date.· 'rhis doubtless is therefore the date of the affair known by 
us as "'rhe Point of Titnbers Fight," and which Mr. Willbarger 
calls the "Battle of I"ookout Point." It might, from its cultui­
nating act, 1nore properly· be called the uRavine Slaughter." 

But to the facts: Between sunset and dark on the evening 
prior to the fight, a party of stealthy Indians passed Robt. West's 
and John .A.ston's on their way down Squa,v creek, robbing the 
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clothes-line at West's of the week's washing, and were se~u as 
they passed .A.ston' 5 place by his fa1nil y. Arriving ho1ne shurtl y 
afterwards and being inforn1ed by his wife of their presence, john 
.Aston at once set about to spread the information among his 
neighbors. 1'hey, upon consultation, deter1nined that it v.·as 
probable the party of Indians, after raiding the settletnents belo\\· 
and gathering up all the horses they could, would then return 
toward the latter part of the night along the divide between the 
heads of Squaw and Robinson creeks. Here was a place where 
the tin1ber land of Squaw creek and Paluxy jutted out into the 
prairie, where the dividing ridge of prairie wa!!I narrow, and 
known for a long while as a point of rendezvous for intercepting 
outgoing p~rties of Indians. 'rhe Squaw creek party of settlers, 
lead by Uncle Billy Powell aud consisting of several of his sons, 
John Aston, \Vest and others, repaired to this place with their 
weapons, and concealing thetnselves in favorable position, Powell 
posted one of his sons in the forks of a live oak tree which overlook­
ed the scene for s0111e distance below, fro1n which position he was in­
structed to give notice of the approach of the Indians. Here they 
waited in position and expectancy fro111 about 111idnight till the 
day dawn, and were about to-conclude that the Indians had evad­
ed them by pa:;sing out some other way, when just about sunrise 
the watch1nan frotri the tree discovered the Indians approaching 
rapidly with a considerable herd of stolen horses; and signaling 
his party they im111ediately prepared for action. Soon the Indians 
were upon thetn, and the fight opened. The Indians thus find­
ing then1selves opposed in their front, sought by shifting their 
direction and flight, to escape. They were mounted on 'fresh sto­
len horses, and the vigor and spirit of the Squaw creek party 
th warted thetn at every point of attempted escape. A running 
fight ensued, and continutd without casualty. of consequence dur­
ing the early part of the day, and during its progress parties 
fro1n Stroud's creek joined the Powell party, and soon a strong 

. and bold spirited party from Thorp Spring, where a messenger 
had been dispatched early in the night, 1nade their appearance 
upon the scene, con1ing up in gallant style with John Clark 
1nounted upon a racer at the lead. They were discovered by _ -
Weir, who in the confused running fight had been separated from 
his co1npa11ions and was boldly confronting the compact party of 
Indians, who were endeavoring now to 1nake their escape into 
the tin1ber and thickets along Star Hollow, with the Powell party 
upon their heels. As soon as Weir discovered the Thorp Spring 
boys he waived his hat to them, and they dashed rapidly to his 
aid;· Clark upon his racer sped in adv~nce and passed to the front 
of the Indians, who fired on him, with no harm, one arrow strik­
ing the rear· pomtnel of his saddle. He turned and fired upon 
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them; and his shot took effect in the neck of one of their horses, 
felling hi1n instantly and dismounting the warrior. This caused a 
considerable halt with then1, and the remainder of the Thorp Spring 
party coining up and seeing the advantage to be gained by dis­
mounting the Indians, several well directed aitns at the horses 
pla_ced 1nost of the Indians upon their feet, and in this plight they 
now hastily dispensed with their remaining horses and maintain­
ing their co1npact orga:nization, finally by their dexterity and 
boldness succeeded in reaching the cover of the timber, and here 
they were closely and cautiuously followed into a ravine empty­
ing into Robinson creek. ~rhey passed up this ravine to its head, 
where a hole had been.formed by the fall of water over the rocks 
as it descended fro1n the prairie slopes beyond during rain-falls. 
Here see1ns to have been a .considerable thicket of brush and so1ne 
tr~es, but beyond was open prairie into which the Indians, seven 
in nutnber, dared not to enter ; so finding here in this hole shel­
ter under the thick roots of a tree which grew on its ·brink, 
with other debris, they succeeded in concealing themselves from 
view, while at the sa111e time they co111manded the view below. 
Overhanging them above was the bluff bank lined with the thicket, 
from which direction they could not be reached by shot; below 
them and across the hole lay the trunk of a fallt:n cotton wood 
tree. The pursuing party, now united by all the several divis­
ious froty Squaw, Stroud's creek · and Thorp Spring, coining 
up, and finding their foes thus concealed beyond the ai1n of their 
guns, and in a position almost impregnable, long consulted -and 
considered as to the further conduct of the. fight. Meanwhile the 
news of the affair ra_pidly spreading through the neighboring set­
tle111ents, their forces increased in nutnbers to 75 or 8o men and 
youths, eager to take _part in the inevitable final act. No one in 
particular had .cotntnand over this now formidable force, and ma­
ny suggestions were advanced and rejected as to the dislodgetnent 
of the Indians. One proposition was to approach to the top of 
the bluff over them, by .way of the thicket; and let rocks fall upon 
thetn, but the concave bank and roots protected _thetn fro1n this 
mode of assault. Under cover of the brow of a hill, approach 
could be had frotn below to within gunshot range, but no sooner 
did one. 1nake his appearance over this hill than he was instantly 
fired upon_ by the ahnost unerring aim of the thoroughly conceal­
ed foe. · Powell and other old hunters and Indian fighters with 
difficulty restrained the ardent and bold young men from expos­
ing thetnselves in an open assault fro1n this position, from whence 
no apparent effect could be had upon the hidden Indians. After 
hours of delay and consultation, during which ti1ne Wm. Weir, 
.while boldly_ urging attack and exposing himself upon the brow 
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oi the hill, ,vas fatally shot by an arrow in the breast, and died 
so1ne days later. Esq. J. D. McKenzie of Robinson creek also 
received a severe gunshot \vound at this place. Thus admonish­
ed, both by the advice of the 1nost experienced men and by these 
practical results, the party continued to hold the beseiged Indians 
aground, and to exhaust their ingenuity for tneans of dislodgement 
1nore expeditious than that of starving then1 out, till toward 
evening, when, as if Heaven itself had decreed that the venge­
ance of the Indians had sufficiently preyed upon our frontier, sent 
down from its clouds a terrific rain shower, which flooded· the 
Indians and con1pelled then1 to come out from their lair of roots 
and earth into the now deep pool of water, when:: with the over­
hanging cottonwood log and other objects to hide behind and 
cling to, they only occasionally exposed their heads · for breath . 
. And now, their bow-strings and a1n1nunitio11 thoroughly soaked, 
·were no longer of use to thetn in defending thetnselves. 

'rhe assaulting party, as soon as the rain was over, scarcely 
knowing the advantage they had thus obtained, and yet fearing 
the deadly missiles, with hesitation now begun to renew their 
detnonstrations of attack, and soon John Toby, a young tnan from 
Robinson creek, who had a tin trutnpet, boldly took his position 
on the hill top and called upon his comrades to form upon him 
and at the sound of his trumpet 1nake the assault; and soon a 

. nun1ber with their arms were gallantly attacking the now de­
fenseless Indians, who were cotnpelled to expose their heads out 
of the ,vater only to receive the deadly contents of the white 

··1nan's gun, now delivered at short range. It was the work of 
but a few n101µents till the dead Indians were dragged out of the 
water, and one badly wounded having clatnbered out into the 
thicket was endeavoring to conceal hitnself when discovered, and 
he, too, finished up, against his appealing protestation that he 
was a "good Indian." Their scalps \\"ere all taken, and one of 
the seven was found to be a squaw. Thus not one of this bold 
party of night tnarauders escaped, unless indeed it be true, as 
told, that one of their party, following behind as a rear guard, 
had, at the opening of the engage1nent, evaded observation and 
escaped to his tribe to bear the news of their disaster. This is 
probably true, as Mr. F. l\L Edens relates that not a great while 
afterwards a 1nan fro1n the Indian reservation, traveling through 
the county and stopping for the night with hitn, on hearing Mr. 
Edens' relation of the affair, stated that just such a party of In­
dians was known to have left the reservation and one only ever 
returned, and he reported to the agency that his party had fallen 
in with a party of Co1nanches, who had attacked and killed all 
but himself; that he was following his party some distance in 
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the rear when they were attacked, and thus was enabled to evade 
the Cotnanches and escape. This 1nessenger of death doubtless 
gave to his own people, however, the true facts as to the enter­
prise they were upon and the foe they encountered, as it was a 
noticable fact that Indian invasions into this territorv were now 

. J 

comparatively few, and none perhaps were ever afterwards made 
by the Caddos. 'fhat these were Caddo Indians see1ns certain, 
as Mr. Joe Arrington, living near the scene of the affair, upon 
seeing the dead bodies, recognized one powerful Indian whotn he 
had personally known, as "Caddo Jitn," a chief of that tribe, who 
had accotnpanied hunting parties to this section prior to their 
hostility, identifying hitn tnore particularly by a snaggle tooth. 

The Indian party, after passing Aston's, had descended Squaw 
creek to Mr. McDonald's, where they stole a nutnber of horses, 
and owing to the extent of their raid down the creek and the 
nutnber of horses with which they had encu1nbered themselves, 
were thus delayed in their passage out much longer than Aston 
and Powell had expected. Of course the entire Squaw creek and 
adjacent settlements were soon apprised of their presence, anti 
nu1nbers gathered for the pursuit and had come up to join the 
attacking party at the ravine. Atnong these were Wm. Porter, 
his son Ben, and C. H. Bostick. Porter, who was an old Indian 
fighter, still seems to enjoy the remembrance of the fact that, 
when one,Indian while in the pool of water raised his head to the 
surface, he had the honor of killing hin1 by a discharge fron1 his 
gun, the Indian at the crack of the gun leaping high out of the 
water and falling back dead. 

It is impossible to now natne all those who were present par­
ticipating· in this fight; besides those already nan1ed we are ena­
bled to tnention now only the na1nes of J. J .. Dawes, J. B. Sears, 
T. J. Scott, Mark Herring, W. H. Johns, w .. M. Clark, Lee 
Wright, Jan1es Parnell, H. P. Thorp, Peter Garland, Wn1. l\'Ic­
Donald, Robt. Trarnmel, Marion Self, .Alvin l\1artin, Claib and 
John Oxford, John Dennis and Chas. Arrington. Most of these 
na111es are obtained frotn the account given by Mr. Willbarger, 
who has inserted in his "Indian Depredations" three separate 
partial accounts, evidently referring to this affair, and though in 
each there is some variance from the others, yet the substantial 
facts, though not as full as here related, are identical, and agree 
in the 1nain with our account. 

The citizens everywhere who had for so tnany years of peril 
and alarm upon the frontier suffered in loss of both friends and 
property, now rejoiced upon hearing of the disastrous result to 
the Indians of this their last bold entry into the settle111ents 
this far down the Brazos. 'frue, several other affairs and alartns 
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occurred here, charged pretty generally to the Indians, but the 
circutnstances accon1 pan ying these have thrown upon thetn so 
1nuch doubt as to this, as to make it cotnparatively safe to say 
that this affair was the termination of Indian depredations so far 
as our i1n1nediate territory was concerned. Though other bloody 
affairs occurred and 1nany depredations chiefly by the wild Co­
manches and Kiowas far to the northwest of us. Those within 
our borders credited to Indians will occur in a future chapter, 
with attendant circumstances. 

CHAPTER XLII.-lNCIDENTS OF INDIAN ALARMS AND DEPRE­

DATIONS ... ~TTRIBUTED TO lNDIANS-.A.TTACK ON THE 

ROZELL FAMILY AND KILLING OF Two WOMEN. 

'fhere were many depredations practiced within our borders by 
white 1nen in the disguise of Indians, and this continued so1ne 
years after the affair at the Ravine. Possibly, too, Indians may 
have bee_n the occasion of s01ne o( the alartns~ or participated 
with w bite 1nen in some 0f these depredations. -

In 1866 a ntunber of cow .. ponies were stolen out of the wheat 
field on the Peveler far1n, just on the eve of the Peveler boys' de­
parture with the1n for their western ranche. 'fhis was supposed 
to have been done by Indians, but may have been by whites. In 
1869, too, the Peveler' s returning hotne from a fox hun late at 
night, their dogs beyed sotnething near F. M. Peveler's fann and 
soon the noise of running horses was he3rd going toward Thorp 
Spring; thinking it loose horses, they called the dogs off, but re­
turning to the spot on the following 1norningt they found several 
articles of Indian apparel, including a piece of buffalo skin. 

Again, the year 1872 was one especially replete with alarms 
and depredations, attributable to Indians, but circumstances ren­
dered the character of the perpetrators questionable. During 
this year Rev. B. D. i\ustin, on his way frotn a Sunday appoint­
ment, was alartned between Thorp Spring and Robinson creek, 
about dark, and hid in a thicket near by, where he suffered the 
greater part of the night in trying to extricate hitnself, and finally 
reached Thorp Spring about daylight, where he reported the af­
fa1r, and a party at once went to the place, but struck no trace 
of the Indians, who, if there, succeeded in eluding observation, 
and were not el sew here seen or heard frotn. 

Again during the early part of the satne year run1ors for sev­
eral days were afloat that Indian signs had been seen in the vi­
cinity of Cotnanche Peak and Granbury. .And while few believ­
ed they were in the county, yet the talk occasioned no little stir 
when Dr. Hanna returned to Granbury in full speed about dark 
froin a professional visit up the river, n:porting that as he was 
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coining through the titnber belt between Stockton and Granbury, 
three 1nen rode across the road several hundred yards in his front 
and upon discovering him they all lowered thetnsel ves to the op­
positt: sides of their horses and passt:d out of sight into the ,voods 
in a full run. This was so 1nuch after the Indian style, that 
alartn was at once spread, and 1na11 y of the new coiners especially, 
supposed that the woods in the vicinity of the town was swar1n­
ing with savages ready to fall upon the town and 1nassacre its in­
habitants; and for about half an hour active preparations for 
battle, consisting of the gathering up of fire-arms and discharging 
the rusty loads and re-loading, gave to the village a war-like as­
pect; but soon a party riding out in the direction whence the 
alann originated, met three jolly cow-boys, who ackno,vledged 
the1nselves the authors of the practical joke. 

A serious affair occurred in the fall of this vear of fitful alar111s ., 

on Robinson creek. On one Saturday G. B. Rozel 111oved to a 
ne,v place on a branch of Robinson creek, where C. \V. Baker 
now lives, and went into catnp, expecting to put up a cabin the 
follo\ving Monday. Hi::, fa1nily, besides a number of s1nall chil­
dren, con~;isted of his son, George, and t,vo widowed daughters, 
Mrs. Bowen and Mrs. l\IcGee, whose husbands, it see1ns, ha<l 
separated fron1 theni. On the Sunday following George went 
to 1neeting on Kickapoo, ,vhen the elder Rozel with his gun 
went out ¥pon the range, leaving the camp in possession of the 
wo1nen and children. George Rozel returning about sundown, 
and securing his horse to a tree, was there but a few 1no111ents till 
a party of so1ne nine or ten warriors 1nade their appearance, and 
as he had no artns, he seized a stick which he presented for a gun, 
but they soon discovered the ruse and charged upon the ca111p, 
when George hastily 1nounted his pony and loosing hi111 after 
tnounting, sped away pursued by several of the ,varriors, other;-; 
attacking the won1en at the-ca111p. They fired a pistol up into 
the air, then leveling it at Mrs. McGee, s11ot her dead, and shot 
Mrs. Bowen with arrows, leaving her for dead. They punched 
so1ne of the children, but tnade no attempt to kill the1n, and as 
for Mrs. John Rozel, she at the first alann ensconsed herself iu a 
brush pile, where the Indians passingahnost in touch of her, seetned 
not to notice her presence. Those who ,,·ent in pursuit of George 
Royel pressed hi1n so closely that, running into the nook of a 
ravine, there seenled no chance for his escape, and the burly 
worrior at his heels, as he prepared to use his spear, gave a grunt 
of satisfaction, when Rozel reaching the n1argin of the gulch, 
said to have been near twenty feet wide, (?) spurred his pony 
and with his rider the agile little Spaniard cleareci it with a 
bound and was soon carry~ng his rider safe beyond the reach of 
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his pursuers, \.vho dared not atte111pt the san1e leap. Rozel soon 
1net one of the Hel1ns boys returning ho111e, and told hin1 of the 
affair. Young Heltns reported it at once to his father, T. P. 
Hehns, \Vhose fatnily had already witnessed fro1n their house not 
far away, the Indians in pursuit of Rozel. Soon the Kickapoo 
and Robinson creek settlen1ents were apprised of the 111atter and 
a party got upon the trail of the departing savages, who, circling 
towards Redbanks, crossed the Kickapoo and went out westward 
without doing other injury than to shoot arro\VS into so1ne horses 
as they passed the1n. It being night, they got too far in advance­
to rend~r further pursuit on the following day reasonably hope­
ful of overtaking then1. On the Sunday evening just prior to 
this attack, Mrs. Hehnes was at Rozel' s can1p, spending the 
greater part of the evening and left with her little children just 
before the Indians ca1ne n p, narrowly escaping thetn. Dr. l\ ... E. 
Hanna extracted the arrow fro111 the breast of l\'Irs. Bo,ven, who 
died so1ne ten days afterward from the wound. It is generally 
believed that the perpetrators of this critne were white 1ne11 paint­
ed and disguised as Indians, though 1noccasin tracks had been 
seen at the san1e ti1ne on Crockerv creek not far frotn the ., 

scene of this killing. 
We will· close the account of our Indian troubles by a refer­

ence to that conspicuous affair in the history of the counrty, re­
sulting in the novel trial and conviction of Santata and Big Tree, 
arrested with Satank by order of Gen. Sherman at Fort Sill for 
their cruel 111urder of seven out of t,velve teatnsters, and men ac­
co1npanying the wagon train of Henry Warren, which atrocity 
occurred on the border of Jack county en the 18th day 01 May 
1871, and fortunately for the border settle1nents generally, at a 
titne \\·hen Gen. W. T. Shertnan was near the scene of action. 
The general history of this 1natter is too well known and too 
111uch beyond the scope of our work to justify repetition here, our 
object in refering to it being to show the final stroke that brought 
an end to all the trouble of our frontier fro1n the wildest and 
most brutal of all the savage tribes, the Kiowas and Co1nanches, 
as effectively along all the Texas frontier as did that slaughter at 
the Ravine, their raids within our iunnediate territory. One of 
our own citizens, too, Charles Brady, was one of that party of 
teatnsters on that day of dreadful cala1nity. He relates that they 
withstood the attack tnade by the overwheltning number of sava­
ges on the open prairie. for several hours. Several of the 1n ules 
being killed, they used their bodies for breastworks, but the skill­
ful archers let fly their arrows high in the air, so that they de­
scended upon their defenseless heads with deadly effect, when at 
last, seven of his fellows were dead and the eighth severely 
wounded, they fled to a point of titnber, and succeeded in finally 
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1naking their escape ; the Indians not see1ning disposed to follo,v 
the1n very far into the ti1nber. Upon returning afterward with 
the soldiers to the scene, Charley witnessed all the evidences of 
horrid brutality to which his dead co1nrades had been subjected, 
including the body of Sa111uel Elliott chained frotn the wheel of 
one \vagon to another at full length on the ground, while fires 
had been kindled about his body, and not as has . been pictured, 
chained ltpright to a wheel and c-onsutued ,vith the burning 
wagon. In this fa1nous trial, where the civil law was allowed 
to assert its supren1acy, Hon. S. W. 'r. Lanha111, as District .A.t­
torney in the prosecution, inspit ed by the novel occasion and 
great in1portance of the case, delivered to the conrt and jury an 
oration of such choice and fitting words as to be well worthy a 
place in the forensic literature of .A.tnerica. 

CHAPTER XLIII.-THE TOWN BUILDERS-HANNAFORD-FARR 

COOPER-DUKE-\VILLIAMS-MORRIS-B LAKF.-GOR­

DON-A LLEN AND OTHERS. 

The year 1871-2 brought to our county 111any tnen who have 
subsequently been prominent and influential in public affairs, 
political or educational. Very early in 1871, E .. A.. Hannaford, 
aftc:r having traveled over a considerable part of the state in quest 
of a location suitable to his purposes, settled at Gran bury and 
bought several choice business lots, upon one of which he at once 
began the erection of a neat store room f,Jr his drug business, 
which was finished and equipped in a style well befitting a town 
of tnuch larger facilities than then belonged to this frontier vil­
lage. Hannaford at once beca1ne, and through all the succeed­
ing years remained one of the tnost popular and successful drug­
gists in this part of the state. i\.nd he has been a1nong the fore­
tnost in the ed·ucational enterprises here ; was one of the princi­
pal projectors and supporters of Granbury High School and Col­
lege, for 1nany years upon its board of trustees. He has so large­
ly contributed to this and other educational institutiens as to en­
title hi1n to be considered a1nong the fore1nost patrons of educa­
tion in our county. .A. 1nan of superior business qualifications~ 
of exen1plary character, and industrious habits, he has attained 
such co1npetency as to enable hitn to broaden out into stock rais­
ing, in which he takes delight without in the least di1ninishing 
his attention to his drug store. Dr. Hannaford has also bee11 
identified with perhaps every public enterprise of i1nportance 
which has ever been inaugurated at Granbury. He ,vas one of 
those gallant soldiers, who laid down his anus at the conclusion 
of the ,var, to engage with equal <levotion in the attaintnent of 
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those 1naterial things which conduce to the prosperity, civiliza­
tion and peace of the country. 

The legal fraternity, so closely identified with the administra­
tion of the laws, received accessions in the coining of several men 
in 187 r-2, '\\rho have con1e co so111e local pro111inence. .A.mong 

· the1n were J. J. Farr, N. I.,. Cooper, T. J. Duke and B. F. Wil­
liatns. The first two soon forn1ed a parternership, and so re-
111ained a strong fir1n till Farr retnoved to Glen Rose, where he 
for years engaged in successful practice, while Col. Cooper has 
retnained steadily engaged here in his practice, giving his talents 
principally to the critninal law, in which he has been greatly 
successful, having been District i\.ttorney for one term. Mr. 
Cooper is a tnan of strong personality and of a logical turn of 
1nind, which has greatly conduced to his successes. 

B. F. Williatns succeeded J. B. Sears as Justice of the Peace, 
and as such for several years presided over the Police Court. He 
was a tnan of intellectual qualifications, sober and pious habits, 
frail in bodv, and suffered lassitude to such an extent as seetned 

J • 

to give hitn an aversion to statute law and made hitn at devotee 
of equity, frequently knocking at its door. He was one of the 
chief pron1oters of Granbury High School, and a 1ne1nber of its 
first board of trustees. After serving two tern1s as Presiding J us­
tice, he re1noved to Young county and was subsequently appoint­
ed Judge of the District, holding this office for several tertns 
then by election. 

Col. T. J. Duke was a re1narkable 1nan; portly and clumsy in ap­
pearance, he possessed an active tnind, friendly disposition and 
sensative nature, with laudable ambitions leading him ever to 
the front place in the affairs of his locality. He entered into 
partnership in 1872 with T. T. Ewell, aud this firtn continued 
in the practice oi law at Granbury till his candidacy for the office 
of County Judge in 1876 rendered its dissolution expedient. Sub­
sequently he and his brother, Maj. W. A. Duke, went into the 
practice as partners. Col. Duke served two terms from 1880 as 
County Judge of Hood county, and shortly after the expiration 
of his last tertn, died grec1tly la1nented by his many friends. He 
was then in the pri1ne of life and had high hopes ahead for a life 
of distinction, as he was a 1nan of the people, having worked 
his way up frotn the position of striker at the anvil, a poor un­
educated orphan boy, through school, where he delighted in cla~­
sical studies and rapidly .advanced to such proficiency as to enable 
hi111 to adopt the learned profession of law, but through all his 
career he adhered to the sitnple habits and custon1s of the com­
mon people . 

. Among other business men who settled in Granbury at this 
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period, now recalled, were Capt. J. R .. Morris, l\Iaj. C. H. Blake 
& Son, Thos. R. Blake, Capt. W1u. Allen, and J .. A .. Stephenson, 
A. P. Gordon, and a year or t\VO later, :F'. C .. Bush. Capt Morris 
still re1nains one of our reliable tnerchants.. He was connected 
with the High School at its inception, being a 1ne1nber of its 
board of trustees, and is now Vice-Presiidn t of the borrd for 
Granbury College. He was elected Clerk of the County Court 
in 1876 and held this office one ter1n, and subsequently was elect­
ed Sheriff, which office, however, was resigned by hitn for the 
more satisfactory life of farn1ing and 1ner-chandising, in which he 
has respectively engaged with assiduity for 1nany years. Capt. 
Morris did service as a Confederate soldier, an.J has ever been es­
tee1ned for his high qualities of honor and courage as a soldier,. 
public servant and citizen. 

Maj. C. H. Blake belonged to the old Virginia class of gentle-
1nan of hospitable and benevolent character. He was a well ed­
ucated and informed man; and began his career here as a school 
teacher, but soon quit this to engage with his sons, S. D. and 'f. 
R. Blake; in n1ercha11dising, the tnercantile finn l1sted under sev­
eral changes for a nutnber of years and prospering under the di­
rection of its 1ne1nbers, who were all 1uen of broad business vie,vs. 
and great energy. Maj. Blake delighted in politics, though never 
offered here for political office. He was elected County Judge in 
1876, after a spirted contest, over questions of local politics. 
After serving one ter111, again turned his attention to 1nercantile 
business, and a few years later re1noved fro1n the county, resid­
ing at Dallas and several other places since. He died in 1895 at 
Quanah, at an advanced age. He was a n1an of strong and de­
cided views, had tnany friends., and possessed such fluent conver­
sational powers as to reaciilv overco1ne opposition to his vie\vs, 
which he pressed to the attention of all, with an earnestness of 
purpose, denoting sincerity and patriotistn. He, too, was a gal­
lant sold1er of the "lost cause," having volunteered front Ken­
tucky~ where he then resided. 

Capt. \Vm. A.Ben did not retnain long in business, hnt after a 
few years secured a far111, which he in1prove1 and for a nu1nber 
of years was an1011g Hood county's n1ost intelligent far1ncrs. 
Subsequently re111oving to S01nerve1l county, \vhere he still lives 
and carries and on his fanning operations. Capt. .Allen has fre­
quently served in both H-ood and S01nervell counties upon the 
grand juries, and though he never hel<l office, yet his pro1ninence 
and character in all his affiliations and connections with his fel­
low citizens, growing out of his extensive infor1natio11 and high 
integrity, entitle hitn to 1nention here as a factor in our history. 
Stephenson, who was a business partner and brother-in-law of 
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Allen's, though a good citizen in all respects, did not remain 
with us sufficiently long to make 1narked impressions here. 

A. P. Gordon ca1ne to Hood county in 1871, and like others of 
that ti1ne, engaged in school teaching till he acquired sufficient 
1neans to enable hi1n to follow the more profitable employment 
of 1nerchandising; his first experience in which was datnp gro­
ceries, then so 1nnch 1nore in detnaud than other kinds of mer­
chandise. Gordon, however, by close econotny and attention to 
business, soon began to grow out into larger business and to deal 
in more necessary articles of 1nercha11dise, till he discontinued 
liquors entirely. He has ever since re1nained steadily engaged in 
1nerchandising, and so prospered as to be atnong the foretnost 
of merchants in the county. He has not held office, except as 
school superintendent in early titues. He possesses a cool, calcu­
lating, undisturbed te1npera1nent, which has enabled him to 
baffle all difficulties and face all dangers and adversities present­
ing the1nselves, and which would have overcotne tnost other men 
in his station. At the san1e ti1ne he has by the san1e character­
istic of temper tnaintained himself in friendly relationship with 
his fellows in all the conditions through which our society has 
developed from the turbid ti1nes in our history to the present. 
During ottr early days, when ga1ne was plentiful, Gordon was 
fonti of hunting, and with other noted hunters 1nade several ex­
peditions to the rnountainous regions to our northwest, where 
bear, deer and turkey abounded. On one of these occasions, 
when he was accotnpanied by those old hunters, W. J. W. Powell, 
John Aston, A. S. McCa1nant and J an1es Prestidge, they slaugh .. 
tered, during a 10 days hunt, r 3 bear and a great number of tur-­
keys, Gordon killing over 100. This occurred in 187 3. 

F. C. Bush has been a 111ost reliable tnerchant, but a man of 
eccentric tnanners. He diecf in 1894, 1nuch lan1ented by his 
1nan v friends . ., 

CHAPTER XLIV.-THORP SPRING-THORP COLLEGE-CAPT. 

MILLIKEN-MAJ. DuV AL-DR. LANCASTER. 

Let us now take a view of the condition of our village settle-
1nen ts during the first few years following 1870, aside frotn Gran­
bury and Acton already noticed. 

Thorp Spring, long noted for its healthful waters, was now 
settling up with a very substantial and per1na11eut class of citi­
izens. In the fall of 1871 Capt. Satn Milliken, an old and well­
to-do citizen of Johnson county, came to this place, attracted by 
its desirable situation and excellent water, and invested largely, 
by purchasing the greater part of the Thorp property, including 
the Sulphur Spring. He at once set about the improvement of 
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these. properties; built a cotton gin, which he operated for sev­
eral years, till. it was destroyed by fire. He also by in1prove-
1nents and additions opened his house- for the reception of fash­
ionable ·visitors fro1n the cities seeking sununer resorts and recre­
ation, and built a commodious spring house and bath rootns. 
Advertising the place extensively, Capt. Milliken and his accotn­
plished wife were so well known for the generou:s character of 
their hospitality, as at once to bring the place into note as a fa­
vorite su1nmer resort. But the season only lasted a few tnonths 
in each year, and Capt. Milliken was too fall of energy aud re­
sources to be willing to sit down in inactivity the ren1aining 
months, so he, co-operating with P. Thorp and other ·colleagues, 
set about to 1nake the place one of educational importance. 1'hey 
built a com1nodious -building on the pron1inent point north,ve~t 
of the spring, which they had cha1 tered as a C.ollege, and secur­
ed the services of. Eld. H. D. -Ban tau as its President. But as 
this institution ·was opening with-apparently hopeful prospects, 
under the influence and direction of that scholarly and pious gen­
tle1nan, there see1ued- to co111e about 1873, a tide in -the affairs 01 

the pl~ce, which, happily" was taken at its flood ; and Mr. liantau 
graciously gave way to Eld. J. A. Clark, who, desirous of found­
ing an institution of learning, based upon principles-long studied 
and cherished by hin1, had been attracted to this place by its 
man·y · c\esirable advantagt:s. .'fo follow the further career of 
the institution now here founded and cuhninating in Add-Ran 
Christian University, will be the work of future chapters. 

Capt. Milliken-, with undiminished· energy, continued to work 
and spend his means liberally in building up the town, even to 
the extent of pressing its claims before the public~ after the de­
struction of the court house at Granbury, as the 1nost suitable 
place for the county site. By the •popularity of his house and 
the co1n1nodious and pleasant acco1n1nodations afforded by hitn, 
he had succeeded in attracting a very large share of the patron­
age of the traveling public to the place, and 111ade it the relay 
point for the United States tnail coaches, upo·n · the great Texas 
and Fort U1na route. But soon the develop1nent of western 
Texas, opening up so many great ·watering resorts, that the sin­
gle handed little sulphur spring began to grow less important, 
and as a mere resort for recreation fell into decline, as its educa­
tional advantages developed under the 1nagnificent handiwork of 
the Clarks. _As a friend to education and civilizing influences, 
Capt. l\1illiken's me1nory will long live with us. He was of a 
noble family of Kentucky, used to affluence, and naturally of a 
bold ten1per. He had followed the business of stea1n-boating 
during the palmy days of that occupation pri9r to the gene!al 
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building of railroads, owning and com1nanding several fine steam­
ers plying on the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi, till it had 
becon1e a part of his nature to lead and to command. He had 
settled in the east~rn part of Johnson county, Texas, about 1856, 
and there engaged for several years in successful business, 1nak­
ing lasting friendships a1nong the best people. Indeed, Captain 
Milliken, though candid and plain to those with whom he could 
not agree to a degree an1ounting to bitterness, yet was of such 
generous nature to those ,vhom he liked that none who enjoyed 
his friendship but cherish his 1ne1nory as that of brother or father. 
He suffered a fall from a wagon several years after his settlement 
at ,.rhorp· Spring which crippled him for life, though ditninished 
naught fro1n his enterprising spirit. His health now began to 
decline fro111 enforced inactivity, and in 1886, while endeavoring 
to check a run away team to- a hack loaded with young people, 
he \Vas run against and severely crushed, and after several days 
of suffering terminated a life of usefulness to his family, his 
friends and his country. His wife, so well and extensively known 
and loved for her social and amiable christian ·qualities, died in 
the year I 894. 

Others of the tnen who beca1ne citizens of Thorp Spring about 
the period of which we are now treating are Maj. W. J. W. Du Val 
and Dr. J. R. Lancaster, each of whotn have been pro1ninent in 
its affairs and also in the public affairs of the county. The first 
natned served several ter111s prior to 1876 as county comn1issioner 
and was noted for the intelligent and faithful attention . paid by 
hitn to the financial affairs of the county, .which at the time of 
going into office were in a most deplorable condition. Major 
DuVal has-always taken a prominent and active part in our pub­
lic affairs .. · Dr. Lancaster has, during all these years, been a 
popular physician with an. extensive practice, exerting· a large 
and wholesome influence in our county affairs. He has often 
been chosen as county physician, and health officer in charge of 
quarantine during small pox visitations, in all these capacities 
giving satisfaction. He tnaintains the character of a courteous 
christian gentletnan. Both DnVal and Lancaster now reside at 
Granbury. 

CHAPTER XLV.-JOSEPH CLARK, THE FOUNDER OF ADD-RAN 

. CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY-HIS SONS, ADDISON AND 

RAN:)OLPH CLARK. 

J. A. Clark, with his mother and two sisters, left Jefferson 
county, Ky., traveling down the Ohio and l\1ississippi rivers and 
on the gulf of Mexico, landed at Matagorda, Texas; in 1839. 
About three weeks after his arrival in Texas his mother died. 
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A short tin1e after, his elder sister 1narried. With his younger 
sister he went to Austin, arriving there during the first session 
of congress ever held there. Here he 1net '\\'ith an old-time friend 
and benefactor of his boy hood, Geo. W. Bonnell. In connection 
with John Henry Brown and a Mr. Wing, he printed a "Topo­
graphical History of Texas," written by Maj. Bonnell. Mr. 
Clark took his share of the books to N e\v Orleans to have the111 
bound ( there being no book bindery then in Texas.) Frotn New 
Orleans he went on a visit to Ky., returning for .A.ustin in the 
fall of 1840, landing at Lvnnville, on Lavaca bay, just after the 
-Co111anche Indians had sacked that place and laid it in ashes. 
Fro1n this point there was no way of getting to Austin, except 
to travel alone, on foot, 200 hundred through an Indian country. 
He 1nust, of course, leave his books (Topographical History of 
'fexas) behind. He has never seen or heard of one of the111 since. 
In February, 1841, he left A.ustin, with his young sister, in a 
single-horse hack, to return to Kentucky. They traveled as far 
as the eastern part of Nacogdoches county, where he \\'as ind uc­
ed to stop. and take a school. He here surveyed lots for a village, 
which its owner nan1ed l\'Ielrose, and which still exists. While 
teaching here he was engaged by Vail & Hotchkiss to divide up 
into small tracts a large Spanish grant of land. It was ·while 
surveying upon this grant of land that he beca1ne acquainted 
with a Miss Hetty D'Spain. This acquaintanceship resulted in 
1narriage in January, 1842. Mr. Clark tnoved fron1 Nacogdo­
ches to 'fitus county, where he becau1e a 1ne1nber of the Chris-­
tian church in 1843. He then engaged in the practice of law, 
and met with encouraging success, considc:ring the sparseness of 
the population at that titne. His penchant for the publication 
of a newspaper caused hitn to be connected, at different ti111es, 
with several enterprises of that character; one of which was as­
sistant editor of the Galveston News, under Willard Richardson, 
in 1850. By the way, Mr. Clark is a printer by trade, a fine 
work1nan, and is now one of the oldest printers in 'fexas, having 
engaged actively in the business up to a few years ago. 

Mr. Clark had to leave Galveston to preserve his wife's health. 
He had, for s01ne years, preached when he could, and now-set­
tled at Palestine-devoted still 1nore of his ti1ne to preaching ; 
but he found that preaching and the practice of law did not go 
well together-appoint1nents for n1eetings and attendance at 
court frequently conflicted, and neither could be neglected with­
out injury. The church at Palestine tnet with two other 
churches, and induced hin1 to dispose of his law library and de­
vott his tin1e ·wholly to preaching, wherever he thought he could 
do the the n1ost good ; the churches guaranteeing a support for 
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his fatnily. This they did, liberally, for three years-as long as 
he re1nained in their reach. 

'l'he increase and growth of Mr. Clark's fa1nily caused hi1n to 
take a vital interest in education. Upon extensive travel and 
inquiry, he found no school such as he thought a school should 
be. He, therefore, determined, if his life should be spared, to 
build up a first class institution of learning. For twenty years 
he labored to this point, 1naking all his engagements-such . as 
educating his children, accumulating 1neans, etc. ,-auxiliary to 
his grand purpose. 'rhis resulted in his locating at 'fhorp 
Spring in 1873, and founding Add-Ran College-now Add-Ran 
Christian University. When locating at Thorp Spring Mr. 
Clark had liberal offers fro111 citizens of Granbury to locate there; 
but we \Vere then living under the state constitution i1nposed 
upon us by FeJeral carpet-baggers, in the day~ of so-called re­
construction; and there was a clause in that constitution which 
did not allow the prohibition of the sale of intoxicating liquors 
at any county site. Perhaps those carpet-baggers thought the 
county 1nachinery could not be rtin without whiskey. Conse­
quently, Mr. Clark could not entertain the liberal propositions 
front Gran bury to locate the college there ; and determined, 
though solitary and alone-,vithout a soul to give even a word 
of encouragetnent-to build upon the location of his choice. 
i\fter conducting the college for six years, with three of his sons 
and one daughter, and others, as teachers, he turned it over to 
his sons, Addison and Randolph, who have since transferred it 
to the Christian brotherhood of 1~exas. Mr. Clark is now ( 1895) 
in his 80th vear. He feels that his life's ,vork is about over. 
There is ve;y little 1nore he can do. He is poor; has not a dol­
lar income from any source. He has, Ii ving, five sons and two 
daughters. Two of then1, Addison and Randolph, are still in 
the University; a third son is farn1ing in Jones county; the 
fourth in Portland, San Patricio county, Texas, at the head of 
Bay View College ; the fifth is practicing 1nedicine at Caddo, 
Stepens county; one daughter, Mrs. Nisbett, is living at ~rhorp 
Spring, the other, Mrs. Rogers, is living at Portland. He al­
ways desired to keep his children together, that in his declining 
years they 111ight all be engaged in so1ne work beneficial to the 
co1n111nnity at large, and at the sa1ne time afford ample support 
for then1selves and those dependent upon them. But "man pro­
poses and God disposes." J\s for as this life is concerned, Mr. 
Clark':; chief enjoy1nent is in the thought that his work has re­
sulted in s01ne good for the co1nmunity at large. He rejoices 
that he has not lived for himself alone; but, to some extent, for 
the good of others. A.nd though gear be light, and gold be scant, 
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there is richness in the gloa1ning . 
. \.ddison Clark ·was born l)ec. 11, 1842, at Boggy creek, 'ritas 

county, Texas. His father and 111other both being teachers and 
strong believers in thorough education, gave by personal labor 
and the e1nploy1nent of the best teachers of the state, all the e<l­
ucational advantage;; to their children which were in their reach. 
He entered the Confederate ar1ny early in the war, joining Fitz­
hugh' s regnnent, Capt. Patty's cotnpany, serving to the close 
and being advanced fro1n private to rst lieutenant. After close 
of the war he taught school for one year and then entered Chas. 
Carlton's school for a full course of study. .A.t close of his school 
course he 111arried Mrs. Carlton's neice, Miss Sallie McQnigg. 
In all these years the inseperable brethren, :\ddison and Ran­
dolph, were together in army, in college, i '1 teaching. 1'hey 
taught five years at Fort Worth, building up a fine school. Since 
the .A .. dd-Ran enterprise was started, his work has been an open 
and well known book to Hood county and the state of 'l''exas. 
\Vas President of Add-Ran College for a nu1nber of years, and 
when the charter was changed in 1890 to 1\dd-Ran Christian 
University ·he was elected Pre~ident, which position he stil1 fills. 
Now in his fifty-third year, he is as vigorous as ever. His vvife 
still living, true and faith1ul. Three children graduated and in 
school work in good position ; three children yet in school. 

Randolph Clark was born A.ngust 15, 1844, in Harrison coun­
ty, Texas, near Marshall, and was educated ,vith and along the 
satne lines as his older brother, together with a special course at 
Bethany College, W. V. He served through the \Var along with 
his brother. Settled at Fort Worth in 1870 and begun teaching 
and preaching. Retnoved to rrhorp Spring in 1873, \Vhere he 
has since lived. He was 1narried in 1869 to lVEss E11a Lee, a 
daughter of Col. R. W. Lee, pro1uinent in early Texas history. 
'fhey have three sons and four daughters, the oldest son being 
a graduate of A.dd-Ran and preparing to follov~· the foot-steps of 
his father in useful works. l\1r. Clark has alwavs lead an active ., 

life, traveling extensively in the interest of the school, preaching 
in nearly every county of the state. :\ thorough Texan, he has 
an abiding faith in the 1nora1, educational and 111aterial gro,\·th of 
his native state, which he loyes so ,vell. 

Of .A.ddison and Randolph Clark as preachers, teachers and cit­
izens we speak co1lectively, because their ch~racters, a1nbitions 
and lives of useful labor have been so hannoniouslv blended that ., 

any enco1niu1n upon the ,vork of one applies with equal force to 
the other. Both are born leaders, and have natura11y gone to 
the front as leaders iJ?. the work of higher christian education, 
leaders of thought in the Christian church, lea:lers in favor of 
good 1nor.als and useful citizenship. That their grand work has 
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uot been appreciated at all tin1cs, is true, but the tin1e has now· 
con1e \\·hen not only their church, their students and the people 
of 'fexas are beginning to have a just appreciation of their serv­
ices, but future generations will re,·ere their tnetnory and point 
with pride to the results of their life ,vork. As the oak is the 
outgrowth of the acorn, S·) is A.dd-Ran Christian University the 
developtneut of the 111inds and characters of these 1ne11. Without 
the111, and their influence, it ,vonld be as the play of "Ha1nlet" 
with the 1nelancholv Dane 01nitted . ., 

CHAP'rER XLVI-A. SuccINCT HISTORICAL SKETCH OF .A.nn­

RAN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY. 

In 187 3 Randolph Clark n1oved frotn Fort Worth to Thorp 
Spring, and in the fall of the satne year opened the first session 
of the school, which afterward beca1ne ..£\.dd-Ran College. Ouly 
thirteen pupils were enrolled the first day. In 1874 .. .\.ddison Clark 
ca1ne to Thorp Spring and entered the work with his brother. 
Mrs. R. Clark also taught for so1ne time. It was the purpose of 
the brothers to found a college that would really be a college, 
both in corricnlu111 and in thoroughness of work done. Thorp 
Spring ,vas selected on account of its picturesqueness, healthful­
ness, and as it was cotnparatively free front the evils of the city. 
The first tin1e the natne "Add-Ran" was used in connection 
with he school was during the first session. R. Clark was 
sitting in what is no,v known as the "old college," and having 
just finished a letter to his brother, signed it "R. Clark of Add­
Ran College,'' knowing that the na1ne would be especially dear 
to A. Clark, as it was the name of his oldest son, then dead. In 
replying, his brother wrote: "I accept the suggestion and en­
ter heartily into the plans." 

J .. A .. Clark entered enthusiastically into the enterprise, teach­
ing, using his tneans freely, and was for several years proprietor 
and business 1nanager. 

The atten<1ance rapidly increased and in a few years the aver­
age cnroll1nent \Vas 350. In a few years new and larger build­
ings beca111e a necessity. They were undertaken without a dol­
lar in the pockets of tne proprietors, but with an unshaken faith 
in the enterprise. In 1876-7 a three story building 4ox60 (two 
storie:; of stone), was er~cted, and also a wooden building for the 
pri1nary school. In a few years it beca1ne necessary to have 
tnore roo1n, and ,ving two stories high, 6ox8o, was erected. w 
the 1neanti111e donnitories for young 1nen were erected, and also 
a co1111nodious building for acco1n1nodation of the young ladies. 
This is known as ..t\dd-Ran "Girls' Hon1e." It was first presid­
ed over by Mrs. :\L E. Taliaffero, afterward by Mrs. Wideman, 
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who is still Matron. These ladies, assisted by the lady teachers, 
have 1nade it an ideal ho1ne in n1any ways. 

In 1890 the proprietors 1nade a donation of Add-R~n College, 
with all its buildings and property, to the Christian Church of 
Texas. l\. new charter was procured under the natne of "' .. .\.dd­
Ran Christian University." A ne,v board of Directors was elect­
ed, Maj. J. J. Jarvis being chosen President. I1n1nediately he 
began the erection of a large four story stone addition, 1nainly at 
his own expense. This is known as the ''Jarvis Building.'' As 
yet there is no endowment. A full and efficient faculty has been 
tnaintained by tuition fees, and supported by their faith and de­
votion to Christian work. The courses of study are Classical, 
Scientifical, Literary, Biblical, Music, Art, and Con1mercial. 
There are also nine first-grade courses leading to A. l\L, LL D., 
Sc. D. and Ph. D. 

There have been about ninety who have taken the Bachelor's 
degree, besides Business Course graduates, and those who have. 
taken past work. Tools have been procured for a Mechanical 
department, but 1neans for its thorough and practical operation 
have not yet been secured. The University already ranks as 
one of the seven first class institutions of the state, and is fast 
becoming one of the leading educational factors in the South. 
Its influence for good, for higher education, Christianity and 
1noral refqrtn is wide-spreading and almost incalculable. It now 
employs twelve regular teachers, and also a ~iatron and Univer­
sity Physician. Its courses have been enlarged and 1nade 111ore 
comprehensive from time to ti1ne, until they are a1nong the n1ost 
thorough in the South. Now in the twenty third session of its 
work it is better equipped for service than ever before. 

CHAPTER XLVII-GRANBURY HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE­

ORIGIN-BURNING-RE-BUILDING-NEw CHARTER-OUT­

LINE OF WORK-ITS PRESIDENTS-PROF. W. J. MOORE. 

In the early part of 1873 Granbury's population and itnport­
ance had so increased as to give it the aspiring thoughts of so111e­
thing tnore than a frontier village, whose destinies were to be 
held down by the dominating influences of six-shooter and spur, 
and the several churches co1n111on to the county taking deeper 
root, their ,vholeso1ne influences on society was felt and appre­
.ciated. 

• The veteran Methodist circuit nder of the frontier, visiting 
here as Presiding Elder of the Weatherford District Conference, 
was "Uncle" Jitn1ny Jones, as he was widely and fa1niliarlv 
known. It now became known that a District High School for 
his District was conten1plated. Weatherford, the n1ost in1port-
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ant town in this District, ,vas naturally enough expected to be­
co1ne the site of this institution. But the intelligence of Hood 
county had already discerned, within its picturesque scenery, 
abounding in w holeso1ne waters and clin1atic conditions, an ed­
ucational destiny; and such men as E. .A.. Hannaford, J. R. 
Morris, C. H. Blake, P. H. Thrash, and B. F. Williams of Gran­
bury, and V. S .. A.nglin and Rev. J atnes Hiner of Acton, seeing 
the opportunity, began with energy and enterprise to advance 
the claitns of Granbury as the proper city for the Methodist 
school. '!'he result was that at the District Conference, held at 
.A.cton in the su1nn1er of I 87 3, this plucky little town presented 
financial and other splendid induce111ents befon: that body, so 
out-stripping all other co1npetitors as to at once ·secure for it the 
vote of that Conference as the proper and most suitable site for 
the institution. T.he 111en who con1posed this Conierence were 
of the n1ost thoughtful, sincere and practical 1nen, 1nany of them 
long fatniliar \\i·ith the frontier work of their church, and fully 
appreciating its needs. Atnong those now recalled to 1nemory 
were Revs. Milton Ja1nes, W. 0. l\ienefee, James Hiner, V. S. 
A.nglin, and other kindred spirits of those times, presided over 
by their venerable Elder, Rev. Ja1nes Jones.. They at once ap­
pointed a building co1n111ittee consisting of V. S. Anglin, C. H. 
Blake and P. H. 'rhrash, authorized to select the particular site 
at Granbury, secure title to the grounds, and with the generous 
contributions offered, to design and build a suitable house for the 
i1~stitution. They also selected a Board of Trustees, consisting of 
V. S .. Anglin, B. F. Williams, J. R. Morris, James Hiner, Judge 
Thon1ason, T. 'r. Ewell, and the Presiding Elder as President of 
the Board, authorized to n1anage the affairs of the school. It 
was decided to open the first school in September in the rock 
building at the southeast coiner of the ~qnare, pending the work 
of the building co1nmittee; so for this purpose Rev. W. P. vVil­
son, .A .. B., was chosen President, organized the school -and at­
tached to it a Musical department, at the head of which l\Iiss 
Bettie Black, of Jefferson \\"as placed. Soon a small fra1ne building 
was erected and occupied for two or three sessions, but the in­
creasing patronage and growing i1nportance of the work required 
for it a 1nore roon1y and co1nfortable building. The citizens of 
(~-ranbury raised the money and erected a handsome stone build­
ing, 42x62 feet, three stories high, in "·hich the school was 
taught, ,vith its seyeral depart111ents as occasion required. Pass­
ing step by step fro1n its stnall begjnning, it beca1ne a chartered 
institution on the 6th of July, 1875, with the power vested exclu­
sively in its Board of Trustees (to be provided annually by the 
I)istrict Conference of the church), to transact all of its secular 
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affairs, with its meetings at the town of Granbury. On the night 
of January 9th, 1887, the fine stone building was destroyed by 
fire, with the furniture, apparatus and library, the loss a111ount­
ing, approxi1nately, to ten thousand dollars. 44 But before the fire· 
had died away the teachers were assured that it would be re-built 
and enlarged. ~r his they believed, and ·were encouraged to stand 
firm atnid their disaster and hold the school, which they did in a 
1nanner unprecedented in the history of Texas, as the following 
resolutions offered at the Teacher$' Institute by .. .\. Clark, Pres­
ident of Add-Ran College, will attest:" 

'Second, That the thanks of this body are due these teachers, 
patrons and pupils for the noble exa1nple they have given to all 
persons suffering· such loss, in that they continued without in­
terruption or disaffection the regular work of the College, and 
have taken inunediate steps to re-build. ' 1 The foregoing quota­
tion and resolution are taken frotn the memoranda published by 
the Board of Trustees, May 1887, as a correct state1nent of the 
situation. Soon a more 1nagnificent edifice of three stories, 
62x80 feet, took the place as by tnagic of the old one. The ses­
sions of the school in the meantitne continuing in a hall provided 
te1nporarily for the purpose. In the erection of this last build­
ing a debt of considera:)ie proportion was however, placed upon 
it and remained until the Granbury business interest again coin­
ing to its

1
rescue two years later, raised the tneans to relieve it of 

this debt and. start it afresh, under i1nproved auspices, and an 
an1ended charter, obtained Feby. 24, 1890. The Board of Trus­
tees from tin1e to ti1ne underwent some change in personnel till 
the adoption of this last charter, which provided a board of fif­
teen, with life tenure, vacancies to be filled by the Biship. 
Meanwhile the schools were conducted by such able 111en, as 
Presidents, as the following na1ned: Rev. W. P. Wilson, • .\. B. 
1873-75; Rev. J. ]. Shirley, A. B., 1875-80; D. S. S\\?itzer, A. 
M., 1880-89; I. 1\1. Onins, A.. M., LL.D., 1889-90; Rev. E. 11. 
Sweeet, A. M., 1890-91; E. P. Willia1ns, .A .. iVI., 1891-94; ,.r_ S. 
Sligh, A. M. being the present incun1bent of the Presidential 
chair. During each of these past ad1ninistrations there have 
been n1any trained young 111en and women sent forth fron1 its 
halls, who have becon1e shining lights in the church or distin­
guished in the other callings of life. .i\.1nong the111 \Vorthy of 
special 1nention, as having begun as pupil and passing through 
the labors of its curriculu1n into that of one of its 1nost intelli­
gent and untiring professors for a nu1nber of years, and thence 
into other honorable occupations in connection \\i·ith clerical la­
bors as a local preacher, ever in detnand and ever cheerfully a 
willing laborer for the needy and afflicted, and a devoted n1em­
ber of the Board of Trustees under its latest charter, i~ the Rev. 
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W. J. ·Moore, who has, for several years past, held the respon­
sible place of Secretary of the Board, fonnerly so ably filled by Rev. 
0. M. Addison. Thns ,ve have brieflv traced the outlines of the ., 
past history of Granbury College. 'fo be tnore tninute in detail 
n1ight prove of great interest to some, but would scarcely be ex­
cusable to those not specially devoted to its interest and destiny. 
That the several educational institutions of Hood countv have ., 
contributed far 1nore largely to its moral and material prosperity 
than any other agencies of civilization ever planted on our soil, 
will scarcely be questioned by any thoughtful person familiar 
,vith our past. 

CHAPTER XLVIII.-SOME OF OUR TEACHERS-]. J. SHIRLEV­
'l'HE DOYLES-.A.BBOTTS-ARCHER.-HIGHTOWER. 

1'he good fortune, ,vhich befell our county in the character of 
so1ne of its educatorrs, who pitched their lot with ns during the 
decade follo,viug the close of the war, was not shared generally 
by frontier communities. Besides the Clarks of Add-Ran, already 
noticed, J. J. Shirley, the second President of Granbury College, 
,vas a 1nan of peculiarly fine perceptions of what a christian edu­
cation should be. He was keenly alive to every good and noble 
work; kindly pe, suasive; he spent no idle ti1ne, but was ever 
111oving hither and thither, when not in the school room, a1nong 
-the busy walks of 1nen, seeking to alleviate suffering, elevate 
1norals and pron1ote laudable a111 bition ; he was never without 
g~ntle and firtn adtnonitions for evil, s1niles for joy and happiness 
and tears for sorrow ; endearing himself to all the people with 
who1n he ca1ne in contact. It is not, therefore, a matter of sur­
prise that the institution of which he was for five years the head, 
1nade such rapid progress and becan1e so very popular. It was a 
L11nent3ble 1nisfortune to the college that ill health compelled his 
resignation and retnoval to a 1nore sunny home near the sea, 
where he still lives, pursui11g the same useful career, and where 
it is said he daily offers prayer for the prosperity of Granbury 
College. 

Wn1. E. Doyle, while a n1ere youth, accotnpanied his older 
brother, Dr. J. N. Doyle, fro111 South Carolina and settled in the 
vicinity of A.cton about 1866. He qualified hitnself for teaching 
and obtained a school on Rucker's creek, which he conducted 
successfully for several years and was known as one of our most 
intelligent educators in the days preceding the colleges. His 
twin brother, Ja1nes H. Doyle, ca1ne in about 1870, an<l a very 
amusing incident is told showing the great likeness which exists 
between these two brothers. As Jim went to Rucker's creek to 
seek out his brother, who lived at the Porter place, he stopped at 
Mr. Berry's to inquire the way to that place. Mr. Berry taking 
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him for W. E.-thinking he ,vas trying to guy hi1n-gave hi111 
no satisfaction, 111erely re1narking that it ,vas strange he couldn't 
find the way hotne, after living there as long as he had, and call­
ing hin1 Will. 'f hen J. H. told him that he was a brother of 
W1n. E., but for so111e ti1ne Berry ,vas unbelieving till J. H. was 
about to leave in despair of getting the desired infor1natio11, \Vhen 
Berry, at last, seeing fro1n his perplexity, that he was really not 
jesting, told hitn the way. These t,vo brothers have often been 
1nistaken one for the other. W 1n. E. finally re1noved fro111 Hood 
and has for tnany years been honored \vith the office of Mayor of 
the city of Mexia, where he is now· engage<l in the practice of 
law. J. H. Doyle preferring 111ercantile pursuits, has built up 
fro1n the position of clerk to that of managing partner of the fir1n 
of Baker & Doy le. He has also held the responsible office of 
County 'freasurer; and has always been a popular and reliable 
business man. 

Dr. J. N. Doyle began his career at .. .\.cton as a practicing phy­
cician. Coming here a young 1nan, without other 1neans than 
his intelligence and energy, with an experience obtained in serv­
ice as a Confederate surgeon, he at once obtained the confidence 
and estee1n of his professional brethren with who?n he practiced, 
and continued to serve the people of the ... .\.cton conununity as 
physician. He beca1ne so popular and well known throughout 
the county, that in the fall of 1872, though in no wise a candi­
date, yet, upon the democratic convention asse1nbled at Gran­
bury to nominate a candidate for the legislature, failing to agree 
upon the candidates before it, they turned to Dr. Doyle and gave 
hitn the no111ination, which, after much consideration and advise 
fro1n his friends, he finally accepted; was elected by a good 1na­
jority, and in his service at .. .\.ustin was ever at his post of duty, 
faithfully watching for every opportunity to intellig~ntly serve 
his constituentcy and the state. Dr. Doyle, by his service of .. _)ne 
ter1n learned much 1nore of politics than he had before know11 ; 
and was content to lay do,vn official honors and resu1ne his prac­
tice among his people, whom he see1ned to love to serve as phy­
sician. He began now to prosper by his habits of industry and 
econo1ny, and moved to Granbury toward the end of the '7o's. 
Here he has continued to live and prosper, gradually falling out 
of practice, O\ving to delicate heal th, \vhich forbade exposure ; 
an:1 turning his ~ttention to his fanning anJ stock interest ; 
while at the sa1ne ti1ne he has al ,vays 1nanifeste<l a deep interest 
in the success of the detnocratic party, ,vhich has frequently 
trusted him with chairtnanships. He has also at all tin1es 1nan­
ifested a deep interest in local education, and after the city of 
Granbury organized un--ler a charter, 111ainly for puh1ic school 
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purposes, Dr. I)oyle \Vas soon chosen lVIayor, \vhich office he has 
continuously held and he has 111anaged the financial affairs of the 
public school \vith ability to the present day .. -\nd to Dr. I)oyle's 
public spirit and ability, both the to\Vll and county owe 1nuch of 
their prosperity. 

Other teachers of 1nerit of this period are W. T. A.bbott, also 
an ex-CoafedeLlte, fro1n South Carolina. He taught for several 
years in the country schools of the county. He and his brothers 
have been useful and enterprising far111er citizens. 

J. C. A.r•~her, a soldier of the 16th .A.laba111a regiment, ca1ne to 
Hood county in 1872, having settled in the state in 1869. He at 
once entered apon a career as teacher, which occupation he con­
tinuonsly followed for 20 years, thus serving in the public schools 
longer perhaps, tha11 any teacher ever connected therewith. His 
fir.:;t schooi was tan~ht in a 1nere hut~ \Vith dirt floor, on Squaw 
creek. In 1874 he 1narri~d lVIiss Nancy E. i\.rrington, daughter 
of J. E .. A.rrington, and thereafter taught school in the .,.\rrington 
neighborhood so long that the hou:.;e is called the Archer school 
house. He also h-1s engaged in fannn1g and stock raising on a 
stnall scale, and having by close application and econo111y ac­
quired a co1npeten~y, tnoved to Granbury for the benefit of its 
scuools to his childr(?n. 

Rev. A. P. Hightower, another of those who received training 
in Granbury College, has for 111any vears been faithfully and effi­
ciently pursuing the high calling ·,f teacher. The 1nost of his 
labors have been in Hood county, and he is regarded generally 
as a teacher of excellent qualifications and adaptation to the work. 

CHAPTER Xl.,IX.-BARNARD'S MILL-MCCAMANT'S SPRING-

"PULl.,1~IGHT"-LIPAN-SOME NOVEL l'RIALS IN 

JUSTICE'S COURTS, ETC. 

Returning to the notice of s0111e of the villages of the county, 
fron1 \vhich \Ve have diverted, ,\e observe that Barnard's Mill 
nacl n p to this perio<l [ 1872-3] heco1ne the 1nost noted and thrifty 
outside of .Acton, Granbury and Thorp Spring. This was the 
site of the justice court of that very extensive precinct, at that 
ti1ne etnhracing a large part of the Paluxy valley and the territo­
ry to the south as far as Bosque county. In the courts held here 
111any scenes peculiar to the ad1uinistration of justice on the fron­
tier \Vere cotn 111011. N. .A .. deCon nick, a little blustery, business­
like n1an, \Vho wrote sn1oothly and possessed a fair knowledge of 
fonns and just sufficiently tinctured with legal lore to spoil hi1n, 
held the office of J, P. about this period for several years, and 
,vas ex-officio county co1111uis-;ioner. Illustrative of the character 
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of trials in this court, one novel case ,vill ser\·e the purpose : 
W111. ::\Iartin sued a 1nan for t,vo colts of the Yalue of $10 each. 
'l'he case ,vas tried so111e t,vo or three ti1nes, each titne resulting 
against :.\'Iartin ; but deConnick assured hi111 that if he \vould pay 
up Lhe costs a ne,v trial ,vonld be a,varde<l hi1n in each instance. 
Finally :viartin got tired of paying costs in this ,vay, ,vhich, o,v­
ing to the great nu111ber of witnesses, a1nouuted to a considerable 
stun, aud concluded he would consult a la\\·yer, the parties ha,·­
i ng 1nanaged their O\Vll case prio ::- to this. So \\' hen the case 
ca1ne to trial for the third time, both sides had attorneys, a11d af­
ter the e,·idence had ali been put before the jury and ,,,bile plain­
tiff's attorney ,vas 1naking his re1narks to then1, a war broke out 
in the adjoining roo1n, which "ras occupied as a saloon, and 
where litigants and witnesses attending the court, had i111b1bed. 
Thi~ disturbance soon got too serious to be carried on in the s111al1 
roo1n and the participants rushed outside and began to draw pis­
tols, and array their allies~ this being in fuil vie,Y of the jury, 
that body felt called upon to take a hand, so they deserted the 
court and the la\vyer addressing thetn to participate in or allay 
the fight. It ,vas soon stopped without 1nuch bloodshed, and 
the trial proceeded, resulting as usual, against l\1artin, \\·ho had 
the sa1ne favorable overtitres as before, for a new trial, offered hi 111, 

but under the advice of his attorney, he this tin1e declined anu 
took his qase to the district court 011 appeal, \Vhere, after several 
years' hot litigation, which piled up the costs to tnore than $500, 
he finally obtained a judg1nent for the value of his $20 colts. 
~leantin1e the col ts had gro,vn up and died or other,vise disap­
peared, and lvlartin found hi1nself ,vith an e1npty judgtuent 
against an insolvent defendant, he having in the n1eanti111e paid 
the costs. This case, and that 111ore noted one-, kno,vn as ~ ~the 
trial of old Bet," \V. C. \Valters' pet so,Y, ,vhich originated at 
(~ranbnry over eight pigs of the Yalne of $20. and which, in its 
passage through the courts of Hood and So1nerve1l counties, ac­
ctt1nulate<l co;-;ts to the atnonnt of $500 or $600, ought to serve 
as a ,varning against la ,ving oyer tri \·ial 1natters. 'I'he H(Jld 
Bet" case was co111111enced in the Justice court at Granbury about 
r877, and the aged old sow attenden court as a ~\·itness seYeral 
tenns. in order that the jury and expert \Yitnesses 111ight see and 
cxa1ni ne her con troYerted ear 1narks. 

Barnard's :\Iillt fron1 the ti 1ne of the building of that pro111i-
11ent structure, had continne<l to enj·oy considerable trade as a 
1nercantile center. _-\bont 1873 a ne\\" to,v11 of short life, ho,Y­
e\·er, sprang np about a 1nile belo\\· Barnard's 111ill, at the sul­
phur spring on the opposite side of Paluxy. 'fhis ,,·as fostered 
hy the \IcC~n1ant hrothcrs, and \\·as called -:\IcCan1ant Springs. 
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l)ne store v,·as opened here for trade. It lasted but a fe,v years. 

Eariy in 1871, 1'. B. Chaltners ca111e frotn Cleburne and at­
te1npted to n1ake a to\vn on Squa\\· creek, upon the Hernandez 
surYey, \\·hich be o,vned and ,vas selling out. He secured a sav.r 
1nill finn to go to \\·ork her~. This ,vas operated by lVIessrs. 
King & Sloan and sa,ved up such of the heavy tin1ber a5 was 
cou,·enient to their 1nill into lu1-nber, for which they found a 
ready 1narket; but as their 1nill ,vas portable, they soon found 
occasion to transfer it to s0111e other place, and Chaltners' town, 
,vhich he had duly laid out into lots, never materialized further. 

Poloxeyville, known in the past by the various titles of Goa­
ther's, Hi1111nins & Haley's l\Iill, '~Pulltight (a na1ne probably 
given by Ben Earp), and its present 111ost stable and authorita­
tive na1ne, Pal uxy, has, as before shown, been a place of traffic 
and resort and a postoffice for a long while. Its first merchants 
were probably .Alex Young, no\v of Strawn, and W. S. Ethridge, 
still doing busintss here. This place, too, has been the site of 
justice court, ,vhere n1any novel trials have occurred, especially 
under the jurisdiC'tional guidance of Esq. Jesse vv"" al ton, an aged 
J. P., ,v ho flourished here so1ne fifteen years ago. 

In the northwest corner of the connty, after the Kickapoo val­
ley had begun to be transformed into farms, a postoffice and store 
,vere no sooner needed than supplied, and the gentlemanly and 
reliable Irish 1nan, bearing the nan1e of Thos. A. Burns, presided, 
aided by the advice and suggestions of John H. Traylor, who, as 
a Pand agent and o,vner, began to be 111uch interested in this• sec­
tion of the county. l\f r. Burn~, about 1873, laid out a town and 
called it l.,ipan, which place, though its founder has long since 
n;111oved to the ,vest, still flourishes as one of our 1nost prosper­
ous villages. This place, situated upoe the road fro111 Weather­
ford to Stephenville at the crossing of the Granbury and Palo 
Pinto road, and in the midst of a fine fartning country, some 20 

1niles distant fro111 any cotnpetitive places, has gradually grown 
in trade and i111portance till it now possesses some five or- six 
1nercantile establish1nents, two blackstnith shops, two gins, an 
acade111y of goo<l repute, and is a town of inviting appearance and 
hopeful future. It has not been ,vithout its trials in the past 
( justice court trials, such as have transpired in the other places). 
N. J. (~ardner, one of its pron1inent 1nerchants, long held the 
office of J. P., and the good repute and prosperity of the place is 
largely dne to the good sense and ability sho\\·n by hi111 in the 
achninistration of justice in his court. 
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CHAPTER L.-DEPRECIATED COUNTY SCRIP - SCHOOL LAND 

QUESTION-]. B. SEARS-]. C. HIGHTO\VER; HIS RESIG­

NA'fION-.A. j. vVRIGH1'. SUCCEEDS AS SHERIFF-'fHE 

l)ISCON'fENT AND REFORM 11:OVEMENT; ITS FINAL 

Succi-,:ss-'rHE \,,~IDETTE-STATISTICS OF 1872. 

1'he adtninistration of county affairs and public justice during 
the first decade of our organized existence as a distinct 111nnici­
pality ,vas attended ,vith n1any co1nplex questions and difficulties 
arising out of the battling elen1ents in society. With the better 
citizeus catne 111any adventurers, seeking to profit by wh~tsoever 
111eans; and to so1ne of these the ne,v county, ,vith its inexperi­
enced crew of public officials, snrronnded, influenced and so111e­
ti1nes threatened by la ,v less characters, was dee111ed their legi ti-
1nate. prey. Illy informed of the la,vs, these officials, however 
fair 1ninded and fearless in the discharge of duties, ,vere often 
i1nposed upon and induced to practice tneasures neither in con­
for1nity to law nor the best interests of the county. 'fhese n1eas­
ures and the n1ethods and wiles by which they were brought 
about were ~t the ti1ne the subject of con11nent and controversy 
verging on to bitterness, and though by influx of population and 
increase of valuations in the assess1nent rolls fro111 half a n1illion 
to tnore than double that su1n duriag this decade, the county's 
revenues were constantly upon the increse, ,vhile its expendi­
tures consisted only of the current ad1ninistration of its affairs, 
(the public grounds and court house being provided for chie1ly 
by the town donation) yet the county's sc1ip \Vas ha\vked about 
at prices ranging fro111 25 to 50 cents on the collar. The result 
of this state of affairs was an issue 1nade for the first ti1ne at the 
general election of 1873, at which the discontented opposition, 
\Vholly unorganizt:d, were overwheltningly defeated, and the vic­
tory celebrated in such an ostentatious and offensive 1nanner as 
to thoroughly· arouse it to intelligent zeal and organization, lead­
ing to a co1nplete reversion of pe>licy by :111 equally over\vheltning 
victory for the refortn ele1nent at the next succeeding election . 

. A.s already shown, J. B. Sears had succeeded A .. 'V. Shropshire 
in the office of presiding justice. I\ir. Sears ca1ne to Hoo<l coun­
ty fron1 ~i\laba1na about 1866, and being a 111an of genial nature 
and public spirit, was soon 1narked as a suitable 1nan for this 
position which he filled ,vith satisfaction till succeeded ty B. F. 
Willia1ns. When in the !ll~3.11 ti;n:, r. C. Hi:{ht0\V~r h:1vi11g re­
signed as sheriff (spring of 1873), and . .\. J. \Vright elected there­
to, l\ir. Sears was appointed deputy, and continued to serve in 
that capacity during the tenure of Capt. vVright. 1naking an act­
ive and alert officer during that perioc1 of exciting eYcnts. l\1r. 
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Sears, as has been sho\Yn, participated in the point of ti1nbers 
fight, an<l has subsequentiy been a leading and trusted 1nen1ber 
of the co111111 is:..;ioners' court. He is yet a citizen of the conn ty 
anJ takes ~r~at interest in public questions; has often been hon­
ored as a leader in the far1ners' alliance of the countv . .,, 

J. C. I-Iighto-wer had been a very popular 111an in the county, 
hat shortly prior to his resignation he \Vd.S reputed to have been 
robbed of a. considerable a111ount of the public funds under cir­
cu1nstunces fro111 ,vhich such suspicions arose, that, notwithstand­
ing the strong effort 111ade i)y his friends by 1ne1norial to the leg­
isla~nrc for a relief act for hi111, yet that body failed to pass such 
tneasnre and he was by the pressure of senti1nent forced to retire 
a defaulter fro111 the high office to \vhich he had several ti111es 
b~en elected, an<l s0011 afterwards re1noved fron1 the state. 

A.111011g other vexed questions of public interest, that of the 
schoul Ian ·ls no\v attained sotne pro111inencc, because of the 111e<i­
dling disposition· of so1ne individuals to pry into this subject to 
the great disadvantage of a pro1ninent land locator who, it was 
suggested, was profiting by lariating public lands in his own in­
terest, under a contract which he held Ly assigntnent, f.Jrtuerly 
entered into by the county for the location of the school lands to 
,vhich she ,vas constitutionally entitled. rrhe public discussion 
of this question, ,vith pointed enquiries, induced the Police court 
to bring about a report fro1n the locator to the effect that the 
balance of lands had been located in Ha1nilton county, and that 
the location was a better one than t\vo-thirds of the counties had. 
This plausible report seemed to allay public inquiry for a ti1ne. 

In N0Ye111ber, 1872, Capt. W. L. Bond catne to Granbury and 
hy the aid of its citizens establi~hed the first newspaper of the 
county, the ~~\tidette." Heassoci.ated with hitn Ed. Garland, 
~ind ,vithin t\vo 111onths Capt. Bond sickened and died, and his 
partner succeeding hi111 as editor and proprietor continued the 
publication of the paper, associating ,vith hitn a young 1nan nan1-
ed La1nbdin. This finn of publishers continued for several years, 
during vvhich .-\shley \V. Crockett went into the office as an ap­
prentice boy and re1nained a faithful ,vorker therein, in ti111e suc­
seeding, at first La1nbdin, as partner ,vith Garland, and finally 
(larland, ,vho, o,ving to ill health, retnoved fro1n the state. Up­
on the retire1nent of (~arland, Crockett changed the na1ne of his 
paper to the 4 •(~raphic,,' by ,vhich na1ne it has continued to ex­
ercise its influence upon the public. f"'rotn ancient copies of _the 
"\:friette" ,ve are indebted for 1nuch of the data for1ning the ba­
sis of our chapters covering this period. In a number bearing 
date l)ec. 28, 1872, is a descriptiYe article of Hood county, where­
iH it is esti111ated that four-fifths of the population catne to the 
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county ,vithin the fonr years next preceding; that the popula­
tion then \\?as 6,000 whites and roo negroes; the taxable \\·ealth 

·11· tl t t' 1 1 t- '--f-
1 
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and 111ules ; two high schoo:s anJ. t\YO }L!sonic loJges. A.llo\\-·­
ance 1nust be 1narle for so1ne disposition at th~!t ti·,r;e to exagger­
ate our population ancl v:ea1th, but the fignrcs scen1 to ha Ye heen 
compiled fro111 official sources. 

CHAPTER LL-POLICE COI;R'f A~::, SCHOOL I)1 RECTORS-1\i I­

KOR l\1ATTERS-BLOOD SHEDDING ... -\FFRA\'S-NIGHT SA­
LUTEs-'fO\VK A. l'.THORI'flFS-l\1ARS1Il-.1. FAGE-· l\lA Y-• 

OR 'rHRASH-l\lI'I'CHELL-'l~Rl'IT KILLING, SEQUEL. 

In 1872-3, :>esides the presi:~i::g justice already 11;e11tione<l, the 
n1e1nhcrs ot tile poiice cot:rt were l'IJ . ... 1\. ftcConnick, \V. H. Bar­
ker, B. 'r. 'l'ipton, probal; ly -- Dunnigan and J. l). ~IcKen_zie. 
'l'ipton \Vas succeeded L~; I-L /1\ Berry rtnd Barker by J. 1-L Chaui-
1 • 8 'fl ' . f . l . . I) ,., 'I .. ,)ers 111 1 74. 1c doar:~ o schoo c1rect0rs \,'ere >. l. ipt.011, 
W. H. Barker, R .. (~. Peters and lJ .. A ... Kerr, sncceede.i by Wal­
ter Glenn, J no. ,.-~. Jones, C. Rns..;ell and J. H. Cl1.u11 hers, presid­
ed over by A. P. Gordon, \vho, by Yirtue of his nffice, was school 
exa111iner and. sn peri 1Henden t for the conn t y. 

'rhe tax levy \Vas an a::l valonun of 25c. on the $100, one-haif 
of state poll and occupation tax, and a road and bridg(· tax of }s 
of one pei ce11t. In r873 the tnaiis arrived and departed three 
tin1es ~ ,veek froin \Veatherford and twice fron1 Cleburne. Dur­
in2" this vear Concord coaches \Ver.e put in use for the 111ail serY-

(.~ "' & 

ice, and were usually filled \vith passengers. The town of (;ran-
bnry was incorporated hy an act of the legislature. The L.1.nncr.s 
\Vere now turning their attention to cotto11, and an (:Sti111atc of 
500 hales for 187 2 was dee1ned a gratifying advance in agricn1t­
nre. Grasshoppers, ho,vever, so111eti111es ca111e in destructive 
S\Vanns fron1 the north \'\0 ith the first norther of the season and 
greatly <lan1~!ged all gro,ving crops. In 1872 they ca111e an<l re-
1na1ned late euoug·h to deposit their eggs, ,vhich proJnced an 
ahnndant crop in the fo1hnving spring. 'fhese ren12ined late 
enough to eat up the early plantings of the far111crs. I)uriug 1873 
the cri1ninal docket of the di~trjct court, npon \\·hich ,vere pe1lfl­
ing 111any indict111ents for tl1eft, \Vas stole11 fro111 the cicrk's office 
at night by a thief who entered through a ,vindo,v. It ,vas fonnd 
in Latnbert branch the next day by Dr. I). K. Turner. 1'he 
thief evidently intended to steal so111e other record. as the 1oss of 
this docket could have affected no rights . 

. A.bnut this period at varion~ ti111es there occnrrcrl in Granbury 
several affravs and assaults of a serions nature. An Irislunan., 
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,vho had been a \York111a11 011 the court hou~e, ,vas shoL down, 
and L~ing an indigent, beca111c a charge upon the connty. One 
of the :\Iarti11~ \Vas ca:nge1ously cut in ~l quarrel ,vith Ja111es 
Counts. :.,~- ~~111~11 -,vas shot do,vn ,tnd cri pph::c.l seriousi y for life 
1 I) D r ,r. 'I'. . . 1 . )Y r. . l~. 1 uruer. ·ne:se a110. 11:~111'. otller .es~ senous ro,vs 

~ -
kept the public .rnind at this perioL in ~t continnal state of 1nore 
or less exci te1ne11 t. .\ sharply con tested hn-.· suit o...-er property 
rights ,v~s often dee1ned a sufficient provocation to go to ·war per­
sonally, ~tnd the participants could usually rely upon acquitt~1s 
,vith a de~l of see1niEg co1:fi.dence, in case of indict111ent, ,vhich 
often did not even folio,v sue :1 ~i.•.::ts. Sonietin1es a fusilade of pis­
toi ;.;ho~s ,vould arouse the peacc~ible ci tizer.s fro111 their sl uin bers 
during the late hours of the night, but this soon ca1ne to be un­
derstooJ as of no 111orc consequence than the fare\:ve11 salute of the 
co\vboys as they had tired of the ga111e of te11 pins, taken their 
last {;rink, tnountec1 their ponies and vvere departing for can1ps. 
'l'he \lidette, h0\vevcr, upon the occasion of a ball frotn one of 
these gun;-; ha \~ing entered the \vi11-:l•jW of the drug store, took oc­
casion to n1ention the fact, stating ·~hat the practice had contin­
ued unceasingly ail the week. This editorial 111ention was couch­
ed in court~on3 enough language not to be offensive to the gen­
tlemanly participants in this innocent ann1se111ent. 

After the incorporation of the to\\·n, a 111ayor and council en­
deavored by the pas3age of ordinances tcf legislate these practices 
\vithout the town li1nits, and a very bold and energetic 1nan by 
the natne of Page \Yas n:i.ade 111arsh~l to execute the ordinances. 
His efforts to do so \Vere not well n:ceiYed by those against ,vhom 
they \Vere directed, and :.;oon a spirit of open hostility developed 
to his authority. On several occasions his 8.tte111 pted arrests were 
th warted by the agility of the pony that carried its rider beyond 
the li1ni ts of his bailiwick, neither heeding his de1nands to halt 
nor the cracking of his pistol as 111issiles v:ent scizzing after the 
retreating !niscre.111 t. rf he belligerent spirit now developed to 
the extent of forces being arrayed in arn1s against each other on 
one occasion on the public :-iqnare~ threatening serious consequen­
ces, ,vhich ,vere a\·erted by conserYative counsels. "rhe cowboys, 
so111e of ;\·ho111 \Yere n1en of good sense, 110,v 1nodifying their con­
<l net, \Vere a11o\Yed to co1ne and go to the to\vn un1nolested ; and 
it ,vas not a great wi1ile after this that the ~o\vn corporation was 
al1o\ved Lo lapse for ,vant of an election to fill its offices. 

l)uring this period of its corporate life Capt. P. H. 1~hrash ,vas 
the n1ayor. ... :\.s snch he tried the cases ,vhich catne up in the 
city court. It is related that once the 111arshal arrested a 1na11 for 
so1ne offense, and c~1.rrying hi1n hefore his honor, that gentle1nan 
proceeded to open his court for the trial of the case, but the de-
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fendant interrupted his proceedings by den1anding sitnply to be 
told what the fine was, when his honor without further for111ality 
said $5 and costs, ,vhich y:~.;; pro111ptly paid, anc! the offender 
went his way rejoicing. 

'fhe la\\·less spirit of these tin1es finally cuh!1inated in the kill­
ing of Sain and Ike 'fruit and serious wounding pf ja111es 'I'ruit 
in l\iarch, 1874, by vV111. J\Iitchell and ~fit Graves, about seven 
1niles south oi Granbury, ,vhile on their \Vay ho1ne fro111 attend­
ance upon the district court as ,vitnesses in favor of their father 
in a case wherein N. l.\iitchell ,vas plaintiff against hi1n. 1~his 
was a vexatious litigation and 111nch cross ~wearing seen1s to have 
been the occasion of the feud and its bloody sequel. 'l'o enter 
into its details 110,v would not be profitable. The principal act­
ors, Win. Mi~~hell and :VIit G:.ives, in11nejiately 1na.le their es­
cape and h~ve never beeu arrested. Upon the infor1nation 01 

Ja1nes 'l'ruit, N. :Vlitchell, his son-in-law Wnt. (_)wens, and Jas. 
Shaw, an old 1na11, ,vere arrested and jailed, charged, tried and 
convicted as parties to t11e killing. 'rne 1.1sc two natn~l suffere..l 
life ter1n sentenc~s. Sh:1w dying in prison, and Owens having been 
pardoned after 1nany years i1nprison1nent for gooi conduct, while 
the first natn~<l suffered capital punislunent, this being the only 
instance in the history of the county to this day ,vhen such pu11-
ish1nent has been inflicted under legal proceedings. 'fhese cases 
were full qf excite111ent frotn beginning to end, and not only occa­
sioned enorn1ous public expense, but the los:; of other H ves ; for 
,vhile the aged convict, N. !\htchell, was awaiting in jail the day 
of his execution, a youthful son, hoping i:o aid his father in so111e 
way, ·was seen steaithily creeping to the ,vell guarded jail in the 
darkness of night and was fired upon and instantly killed, after 
having failed to ans,ver the question as to who he was. Nor vv·as 
this the end. Years afterwards Ja1nes 'fruit, the sole ~nrviving 
witness of the original tragedy for the state, vvas shot down and 
killed in his own ho111e in east Texas~ in the presence of his fa111-
fa1nily, by an unkno\vn stranger, ,vho mysteri(,usly ca1ne into his 
to,vn, enquired as to his residence, ~nd after the killing as 1nys­
teriousl y disappeared . 

..... \ very great gathering of ptop1e ca1ne to v.·itness the hanging 
of old 111a11 l\1itche11, which w~.s done by Car,t. ~-right, ~heriff, 
and ,vas doubtless a lliost trying occasion to thnt gentie111a11, ,vho 
had long- kno,vn l\titchell cis a fairly respected citizen prior to his 
trouble. I\Iitchell 111et his fate in hold protestation, not so 111nch 
that he v1as not a party to the killing, but that he ,vas honest in 
always paying his debts. A n<l it is hut just to hi111 to say that 
he bore the reputation for honesty a111ong all ,vho kne,v hi111 hest. 
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CHAPTER LII.-BuRxING oF Coe RT HousE-KILLING oF ,.fuR­
X ER, Hu~TER AXD PIDCOKE-''fRIALS OF THE A .. CCCSED­

REBCILDIN'G OF THE CorRT Ho CSE, ETC-j AILS. 

l)nring the period of \\·hich we are no,v · writing (1873 to 5) 
high cri111es and 1nisde1neanors see111 to have 111arked our 
past record ,vith 1nany dark pages. S0111e reckless and daring 
characters becatne pron1inent in the citzenship of the county. 
1'heir business see1ned to be, to thrive by any 1nethods ho\vsoever 
dishoi-iest. 'l'he crin1inal dockets \Vere replete with charges of 
cattle stealing and other offenses of like character. Forgeries in 
land title~ were strongly suspected, and charged in sotne instan­
ces, and on the night of ;\'.larch 5, .-1875, the citizens of Granbury 
\Vere aroused fro1n their slun1bers bv the alar1n of ''fire!" to see 

J • 

the first great display of fla1nes and sparks in the history of the 
to\vn, as the consu1ning ele1nent \Vas fast destroying the court 
couse, with all the county's records, including t1i.11n bers of pri­
v~te dee<ls and papers, deposited there for record. The loss of 
the building ·was incotnparably s111all to the great loss, inconven­
ience and expense resulting to private interests, felt severely in 
all the intervening years down to the present day, and \vhich 
will probably continue for n1any years hence. ,.fhe fire was evi­
dently the ,vork of incendiarism-by whon1, or for just what mo­
tive, ,vas neyer developed, but criminating and recrin1inating 
charges were 111ade on the stre~ts, bitternes~, discontent and fear 
see1ned to forebode a con1ing crisis in the affairs of men hitherto 
111ore or less pro111inent. Shortly after the court house turning, 
I)r. I). K. ,.rurner and J atnes Counts, both desperate men, tneet­
ing up011 the square, a quarrel ensued, and instantly the Doctor's 
pistol ,vas leveled on Counts, ,vho, being thus put to disadvan­
tage, was backed at the point of the ,veapon across the square, 
\\~hile cn1ses and personal abuse \Vere heaped upon hi1n without 
stint, until the Doctor of his o,vn volition ceased to follow up and 
abuse his app.arently helpless and co\\i·ering foe. \Vas this the 
-end of it? rrhose ,vho had long known Courits, said no, and so 
it proved ; for on the night of l\-iay 5, 1875, just two 1nonths 
fro111 the burning of the court house, Turner, ,vhile seated in his 
o,vn ho111e ,vith his fa1nily, \\"as shot and 1nortally wounded by 
the contents of a shot gun, through his windo\\·, o-ver ,vhich a 
hlanket hung to shield the in111ates fro111 outside Yiew, a precau­
tion the Doctor ha<l practiced since the affair with Counts. Dr. 
'fnrner <lied after a fe\\· days of suffering, la111ented hy his friends. 
Jan1es Counts re111ained in c;ranbury attending to his affairs as 
nsnal, no clue other than n1ere suspicion pointing to hin1 as con­
cerned in the perpetration of the crinH." ; v.~hi1e a cousin of his, 
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Nick Counts, fled the county on the sa111e night, hiding hi111self 
for s01ne days in the rough portions of Erath county, ,vhert:, to 
1nen in ,vho111 he conficied, he confessed h1111self the principal in 
the 1nurder, and left the state. .-\fter an absence and in11nunity 
for 111ore than ten years, his confessions ,vere brought to light, an 
indict1nent found, his whereabouts ascertained, arrest and trial, 
with conviction and life sentence to the penitentiary follo\ving at 
the fall ter1n of our district court in I 886. l\1ean,vhile J a1nes 
Counts had lived in the county u11111olested for this offense, till, 
because of other cri1nes of less grade he had snffered sente1~ce and 
in1prison1nent, and escaping, pennanently vanished. 

On :\pril 29, 187 j, just a fe,v days prior to the killing of Tur­
ner, and in no 111anner_ connected with it, another n1an of reputed 
.desperate character by the nan1e of Sam Hunter, vvas killed as he 
was passing the residence of \V. H. i\1cC1atchey near deCordova 
bend on the Brazos river. This affair ,vas \Vrapped about in so 
111uch 1nystery~ and taking into consideration the violent charac­
ter borne bv Hunter and the 1nental state of l\icClatchev, \vho . . . 

,vas cnarged \\ ith the killing, that after several tri:ils~ including 
an appeal to the higher court, l\1cC1atchey \Vas acquitted. Hun­
ter, ,vho had lived in the neighborhood but a few years, though 
in other respects bearing a good charabter, had by his disposition 
to boast of his personal prowess, and his habit of always going 
heavily ar/lled, made a n_um ber_ of enemies. _ _ . 

It \Vas perhaps scn1e time prior .to the foregoing hon11cides that 
the death of J. E. Pidcoke, a pro1ninent citiztn of Granbury, oc­
curred, evidently fro1n poisoning; and the circtunstances attend­
ing it caused the arrest of his ,vife and Jan1es Counts, and the 
1nost sensational trial of these parties under accusations of 1nur­
der, upon a change of venue to Johnson county, which ever gre\v 
out of au affair originating upon our soil. The evidence being 
whoily circutnstantial, the parties were finally acquitted. 

Let us no 1.v drop these annals of cri1ne, ,vhich haYe blackened 
our pages, and turn to the 111ore pleasing thetnes of a peaceful 
career, ,vhich now da"'ned upon our history, and during ,vhich 
our little countv deYeloped fro111 its people characters ,vho have 
beco1ne pro111inent, not only locally~ hut in the affairs of the state. 

Very soon after the burning of the court house the police court 
took steps for rebuilding, ,vhich \Vere perhaps acce1erated by ~·­
proposition fron1 Gapt. I\1i11iken to re1110Ye the ccunty site t, 
Thorp Spring, acco1npanied by so111e agttatio11 tending to so dis­
turb the friends and property O\Yners of Granbury as to be tne~ 
by the1n ,vith the proposition to rehnild the conrt house at Gran­
bury \\rithout cost to the county. The contract ,~:as let in the 
spring of 1875 to Evans., Strain & Haney, they rebuilding upcn 
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the foundation and part of the burnt \\·alls of the old building. 
By Nov. 6th the house ,vas presented to, and accepted by the 
court, ready for occupancy. Not long after,vards its ¥lalls crack­
ed and haa to be supported by iron cross ties, and was al ways a 
111enace till its de111olition in 1890, \\'hen it was supplanted by the 
present building at a cost of $40,000, cotnpleteci in 1891. 

A wooden jail had been built about as early as 1873. 1~his 
building, converted into a residence, is still standing, and an­
S\vered the county's uses till 1886, when the present jail took its 
place at a cost of $9,500. The county's bonds were of course 
issued for these costly buiidings and are still largely outstanding. 

CHAPTER LIII.-1\l.EN OF POLITICAL PROMINENCE-l\fORRIS-

ESTES-'fRA YLOR-l\icGAUGHEY . 

. A. group of new characters, hitherto but little known in the 
public affairs of our county, at the adoption of our present state 
constitution by the general election of Feb. 15, 1876, now ca111e 
to the front. ..:-\.1no11g those elected to office at this tin1e, as per­
haps the logical result of the refor111 1novement begun in 1873, 
were l\Iaj. C. H. Blake, county judge, J no. H. Traylor, sheriff, 
J. R. l\1orris, county clerk, J no. P. Estes, county attorney, J. M. 
NI urchison, tr.:asurer, and J no. R. Jones, tax assessor. Some of 
these have already been noticed. 'rhe na1nes of Jno. H. Traylor 
and J no. P. Estes, \Vith those of \V. L. l\icGaughey atJd B. W. 
Morris, co1ning into notice a fe\V years later, for1n a group of 1nen 
of this period who have attained pron1inence in politics. 

B. W. lVIorris, no\v representing the 80th district in the house 
of representatives of the state, was born in Red River county on 
July 5, 1846; enlisted in Capt. Shannon's co1npa11y ,vhen only 15 
years old and served as a Confederate through the war, after 
\vhich he can1e to Hood and settled about the period of our or­
ganization. In 1878 he was elected tax assessor, to which office 
he was re-elected, and after four years of service in this capacity 
he ,vas elected sheriff, and for each consecutive ter1n till 1894 re­
elected to this office. He then proposed retiring fro1n public life, 
but his great personal popularity caused the democrats at their 
convention in Fort Worth in 1894 to 110111iuate him for the office 
he no\v holds. A.ccepting the no1nination, he was elected by a 
good 1najority. .As a legislator, l\-Ir. 1\1:orris 1nakes no pretentious 
to speech 1naking, but thoroughly understands the wants of his 
people, and 111ay be classed ,vith the business tnen of that body. 
He is a practical and successful fanner. \Vhile sheriff he acquir­
ed the reputation of a fearless and successful hunter of critninals, 
possessing the qualities of a natural detective. Few 1nen can 
clain1, as l\,forris, the distinction of having been successively elect-
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ed e\·ery t\\·o years to public office for nine tenns of 18 years. 
J no. P. Estes \Yas a natiYe of Xorth Carolina. \Vhile a young 

1nan he can1e to the ,vest and ,vas principal of a high school in 
.-\rkansas before co1ning to Hood, \Yhere he settled about 187 5, 
and at once entered upon the practice of la,v as a partner of B. F. 
\Vi1lia1ns; ,vas elected county attorney in 1876; served one tenn, 
and then in r 878 ,vas elected fro1n his district to the state house 
representatives, ser,·ing one ter1n. He then retired frotn office 
and went into the actiYc practice of law, hut in 1886 accepted the 
office of district attorney, and \Vas electeJ for the second ter1n, 
during \,·hich he died in 1890, greatly 1.:1.nH:Eted hy the 111any 
friends he had 1narle throughout the :-,tate. ~'Ir. ~:stes \Vas a 1na11 
of attractive 1n'lnncrs, energetic hc1bits and thoroughly devoted 
t•-> his profession; a1nbitious to attain to t.he highest exc:-llency as 
a la\vyer, yet withal having a fondness for political prefer111ent, 
an<l often engaged in the discussion of public questions in a 111~11-

ner sho\ving hi1nself conversant with current political an:1 his­
torical d1ta. His death in the early pri1ne of his 111anhood, cut 
off a career of brilliant promise. 

Jno. H. Traylor, ~orn in Henry county, \~a., :\iarch 27, 1839~ 
is of vVelch descent, _his family having settled opposite Peters­
burg, \la., under a grant of 3,000 acres fron1 the crown, as early 
as 1695. He grew to n1anhood in Georgia, and served in the 
Conf~dera;e ar1ny under Lee and Jacks)n; was ,vounded at the 
battles of Chancellorsville, \\l'arrenton Springs and Spotsylvania. 
Re1noved to Jefferson, Texas, in 1867, ,vhere he engaged in 111er­
chandizing till 1871, \Vhen he retno,·ed to Hoo-::1 county, settling 
uppn a fann near Granbury, and here he follo\\·e<l far111ing and 
real estate business. Serving t\VO tern1s as sheriff froni I 876 to 
r88o, he \Vas then elected to the house of representati\·es, and in 
1882 to the state senate, serving four years as. senator, \V here he 
inade a state-,vide reputation as a \Vise, prudent anrl far-seeing 
legislator. He it was \Vho proposed the la\v converting the un­
appropriated public do111ain into the school fund, and other 111ea~­
ures of like i1nportance were suggested and pro1noted hy hi111. 
His recognized ability secured hi111 itnportant positions upon the 
varions legislatiYe co1nn1ittees, and since retiring fr01n public life 
his nan1e has often recei ,·ed fa \·orable 1nen tion fl>r \·arious state 
offic~s, including that of chief execnti\·e. Capt. Traylor 1110Ye<l 
fro1n Hood to Daltas in 1887, where he still resides. His energ·y 
and capacity brought hi111 priYate fortune, eYen before re1noving 
f rotu Hood, snfficien t to i nsnre a co111 petency. He is often a ,·is­
itor to Hood county, ,vhere he finds and grasps the hands of those 
congenial friends a1nong who1n he gre·,v into pro~ninence. 

Col. \V. L. ~Ic(~anghey ~.,·as horn in .\laban1a; enlisted as a 
pri,·ate in the Confederate anny at the hreakin~ ont of the ,,·ar, 
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and \\·as µro111oted to lieutenant for galiantry at the battle of ::.\Jill 
Springs and c011 tinned to win µro1notions untii at the close of the 
\,·ar he \\·as in co111111and of a regitn(:nt. .-\t Chicka111augna he 
\\·as with Cleburne,s cii,·isiou, participated 1111nany of the great 
battles of the \\·ar and ,va~ s~,·eral ti1nes ,,·ounded. .--\fter the \Var 
his attention ,,·as largely giYc·n to school teaching. He taught in 
.·\laba111a, and after co111ing to H00d county in 1872, taught in 
H\.>od, S01ner\·eil and Co111anche counties. But he \\'as equally 
de,·oted to tinning, and npon settling in Hood purchased a fine 
and \\·eli sele~ted tract of land on Squa\v creek, \Vhere he opened 
his 111odel far111 and took the greatest of interest in its atfairs. 
1'hroughout his subsequent career he has al\\·ays been the farn1er's 
friend. C0l. :\lc{.;aughey \\·as first elected to the legislature in 
Ib84, and continued to ser,·c in the hons~· for three tenus, at the 
end of \V.1icl1 his Luniliarit.y with state affairs and his great pop­
ularit,· with the finuers se-2~1red for hi1n the de1nocratic no111ina­
tion and e iecti(>n as Coin 1n issioner of the (..;eneral Land Office, 
\V here he s~r\·eci t \\·o tenns. His a t 111inistration of the affairs of 
this great office~ second in i1nporta1H.'e only t<> that of governor, 
\Vas Highly credit~tble to hi1n, not\vithstanding the e111barrass-
111ents thrown about hi111 L,y those opposed to so1ne of his tneas­
ures, going- to the extent of articles of in1peacl1111ent, under 
which, however, he ·was triu1nphantly vindicated. Col. l\Ic­
(~_1 :1ghey has ah,·ays been a 111an of enthusiasin, actuated by pal­
riotic i1npnises as 1nnch as bv sound jndgtnent, and is ne\·er hap­
pier than when fro111 the stu1np his good hun1ored anecdotes se­
cure tht> apµlause of his fello\,. 111en. .-\s a pnblic speaker he is 
not al\,·ay~ light, h_nt \\·hen the occasii.>n is fitting appears deep 
and learned, as 1nanifested in the se\·era1 uccasions of educational 
addresses he has been called npon to deliver. 'I'hough now re­
siding at Fort \Vorth. he still looks upon Hoo<l as his ho1ne, and 
expects to end his days npon his beantifn1 fann, ,vhere he says 
nothing pleases hi111 better tha11 the lowing of the co\vs. cackling 
l>f geese and braying of the donkeys. not tho.~e of his neighbors. 
so 111nch as his o,v11. 

CHAPTER LI\".-j. R. jo~ES, . .\SSESSOR-DlSTRICT CtERKS­

B. :\I. ESTES-]. H. HI~ER-j. H. STRIBLIXG-CHAS. 

FOR:\I\\".-\.LT-\Y. 'I'. LYLE-]. F. HE~:)ERSOX . 

.-\111011g those \\·ho \,·ent into office under the constitution when 
adopted in r 876, no citizen of the county has been 1nore highly 
t·ste-e1ned hY all classes than the assessor, J no. R. Jones. He 
ca111e to Paiux,· and settled at an earh· daY, and because of his 
probity of cha~acter has at all ti1nes been ·a 111an to \vho111 his 
11t•i<rhhurs haYe alw~l\-s 1onke(1 ror 111any offices of puhlic trust. In 

~ - . 
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addition to the odice of assessor, he has served as justice oi the 
peace and county co1n1nissiouer, and was al ,vays a ,vise and pru­
dent comn1issioner in the 111anage1nent of the county's affairs. 
He was appointed by the co1n1nissioners· court in 1878 to visit the 
school lands in Erath county and affix to the111 a proper valua­
tion, which he did by allotting to each settle1nent or tract, a val:­
uation ranging fro1n $1.00 to $2.50 per acre, and his report \\ras · 
accepted and acted on by the court in selliug said lands. 

·rhe office of Clerk of the District Court for the ter111 begin­
ning with the constitution, see111ed rather to ''go a begging.'' 
\V. J. Haynes, the Granbury post1naster, \Vas elected, but after a 
year he resigned, and C. 'r. Ewell \Vas appointed by the District 
Court. He too, in a short while, on re1noving fro111 the county, 
resigned, when B. l\1. Estes, then a young law student, was ap­
pointed, and toward the end of the tenn, he ,vas ad111itted to 
practice !a,v and was elected in 1880 to the office of Couuty .-\t­
torney, succeeding the writer, who held said office for the tern1 
prior. :\Ir. Estes held this office for four successive ter1ns, when 
he retired, having acquired in the 1neantin1e a lncrati\~e practice 
and has since continued to prosper, till he is now one of the prin­
cipal property owners of the county. 11 r. l~stes, unlike his 
brother. Jno. P., has had little to do ,vith politics, though he has 
ever been pro1ni11ent in all questions of great itnportance concern­
ing our Io;al int~rests. He served as chainnan of the e~ecutivt.· 
conunittee on behalf of the Prohibitionists in the great contest of 
1887, and 1nore recently has been one of the city councihnen anti 
now acting :\layor. Frank P. :\!organ, a young 111an ,vearing a 
1nedal fron1 Granbury College, ,vas elected to the office of Dis­
trict Clerk in 1878, and held for t,vo terms, \\~hen he ,vas ad1nit­
ted to the bar, re1noving to Haskell county, where he is still liv­
ing and practicing la,v. :Vlr. Morgan was a 111an of popular n1an­
ners, well liked bv those who knew hin1. ., 

A.1nong the early ti111e men of our _county \Vas Joseph H. Hiner, 
who ,vas one of J no. H. Traylor' s n1ost reliable dep~ties, while 
sheriff. l\'Ir. Hiner ,vas ever a fearless officer, and ,vas often en­
trusted with the execution of process, requiring coolness and 
bravery. ever acquitting hi1nself in the 111ost satis1actory 111a1111er. 
:\.t the death of his father~ Rey. J a111es Hiner, he succeed hi111 by 
appoint1ne11t to the office of County Clerk, and was snhsequently 
elected for three successive tenns. He stil 1 resides iu Hood, 
though is now a co1n1nercial tra \·eler and little at ho1ne. He has 
ever been a prominent leader and pro111oter of prohibition and 
education, having been identified ,vith the interests of (}ranhury 
College as an active ,vorking n1e111ber of its hoard of trustees. 

J a1nes H. Stribling ,vas also one of the trusted deputies of 11 r. 
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'fraylor, and he and Hiner were often sent out together upon oc­
casions requiring extraordinary coolness. Indeed it can be justly 
said that the wisdo111 of :\Ir. Traylor in tl~e selection, as deputies, 
of such 1ne11 as Chas. For111walt, J. H. Stribling and J. H. Hiner, 
at a very trying period of our history, when cri1ne of every char­
acter ·had been stalking abroad unabashed in our midst, is due 
in great 111easure the steady i1npro\'e111ent in the public morals of 
our conununity by the bringing of criminals to the bar of justice 
for trial, and the consequent banish111ent of 1nany of this class. 
Stribling was appointed to the office of Sheriff to fill the unex­
pired term of J. R. 1\Iorris, upon his resignation in 1881, and he 
was several ti1nes a candidate for that office, which he seemed 
\\·ell qualified to flll, but being of a candid outspoken nature, he 
was never sufficien ti y popular to ,vin, though no reproach could 
ever be justly charged against him. Mr. Stribling is now one of 
the better class of farmers in the .A.cton co111munity, where he 
takes great interest in all efforts to promote good morals. Chas. 
For111,valt was rather quiet yet popular in his nature. He re-
1noved to the west with his brothers tnany years ago, and they 
have all succeeded in the ranche business. 

Mr. W. T. Lyle in 1886 succeeded S. H. Smith in the office of 
A.ssessor of ,~axes and has continued to this day to be success­
ively elected thereto. .:Vlr. Lyle is also an early titner of Acton, 
-;ettling there ,vith his father after the war. He wielded the 
blacks111ith ham1ner for years, and on rainy days, passed away 
the dull hours by cracking stale chestnuts with the "bojrs," and 
s0111eti1nes still, is given to such entertainments. Indeed Mr. 
Lyle 111ay be justly put do,vn as Hood county's official wag; 
nevertheless he is a 1nost efficient assessor. And some of his 
office ,vork perfo1ne<l by his accomplished daughter, Miss Laura, 
has received the: bltte ribbon at the Comptroller's office-

J. F. Henderson, a native of 1':1issouri, can1e to Texas and vis­
ited Granbury in :\lay., r866, coining back and locating in the 
spring of 1872. Has follo,ved various callings, but during the 
greater part of his ti1ne serving as deputy sheriff, for several years 
acting as jailor. A great part of his ti1ne has been spent in hunt­
ing cri1ninals, taking an active part in this work even when not 
for1nally holding a position as officer. Mr. Henderson is a good 
financier and has a1nassed a cotnpetency by close attention to his 
busines.:, affairs, to ,v hich he no,v devotes his entire time. No 
1nan has 1nore warn1 personal friends than Jim Henderson, and 
few have had occasion to bestow so 1nanv favors and accommo-., 

dations upon his friends and neighbors. 
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CHAPTER 1.,\·.-1'HE KICKAPOO \:"ALLEY .-\.~D LIPA~-EARLY 
t 

SETTLEMENT A~D PERSONAL l\1ENTIO~-~Ex-(~OY. l)RE\\y. 

"rhat fine section of Hood county lying north of Robinson' 
creek and e1nbracing the fertile Kickapoo valiey has not been 
given 1nuch space heretofore, because it was the last part of the 
county to be generally settled, though scattering settletnents were 
1nade at an early· day. Kickapoo creek undoubtedly takes its 
na1ne fro1n the Indian tribe of that na111e, v.rhile the tovvn of Lipan 
was 11a1ned for the Lipan Indians, who are said to have at one 
ti111e us~d this section as a hunting ground. 

The first per1nanent settlements. in this section were about 1853 
or 1854, when Jas. Capps, Geo. and San1 .Allen and Geo. Killion. 
settled the far1ns no,v occupied respectively by Zack Holler, \\1111. 
Aiken and the .Ailisons. Other fa1nilies ca1ne in frotn vear to ., 

year. The oldest residents now here are David and l\Iarion Self, 
who came from A.rkansas in 1869 and have been respecte~l and 
influential citizens since long l:efore the organization of the coun­
ty.· The trade and Milling fro1n this region all ,vent to Weath­
erford or Barnard's l\1ill for 1nanY vears. Later local blacks1nith - ., 
shops and a gin were erected, but no effort ,vas 1nade toward 
building a to,vn until Lipan vvas established. The Ne~·berry 
brothers ca1ne soon afterw~rds and opened a stnall fanu, which 
thev sold to 'ro1n Hill, \V ho occupied it a fe,v vears and then sold ., t -
to Allen S\veet, who 3fterwards sold out to J. T. Cook and re-
tnoved across the. county line into :Erath, where he still reside~, 
an upright and honored citizen. . 

During the year 1874 there ca111e to this neighborhood a group 
of five or six 111en who have done 1nuch for the upbuilding of the 
country. J . .:-\. Beavers, J. T. Cook and E. T. \Voodburn can1e 
here together from .. \.rkansas. 'rhe two forn1er ,vere originally 
fro1n North Carolina and the latter from Tennessee. N. J. Gard­
ner catne here the satne year fron1 l\tlississippi. \\T. T. Roach is 
a Native of South Carolina and had been in Texas a year or t\vo 
before locating here. These 111e11, with others, stand firn1 as 
representati\"es of la\v anci order, giving ·to their co1111nunity a 
splendid reputation for good 1norals and sobriety. 
- Wn1. Harvey :\Iartin is a native of Illinois, catne to ~rexas in 

1855 ai1ci' settl~d in Parker county in 1856~. re1110Yed to Hood in 
1876 and settled at.his present ho1ne on Robinson creek. Has 
been a preacher in the Primitive Baptist church since 1873. His 
ti1ne has been divided since locating in this section bet\veen 
preaching, teaching ;ind fanning.. He has served '-1.S county con1-
1nissioner and justice of the peace, haYing the thorough confi­
dence of all the people, not onl:,v· as an official, but as a citizen. 

Strong lodges of Masons and ()dd Fe11o·-.Ys ha\"e L·xi;;.;tc,~:. here 
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for many years, with men1bers not only in Hood, but also i 1 

Erath, Parker and Palo Pinto counties, and these societies have 
t-xerted a strong influe.nce for good, often adjusting personal dif­
ferances among their members, thus contributing to the peac: 
and good feeling of the com1nunity. 

The little cetnetery at Lipan contains the mortal remains of a 
111an once famous in the affairs of one of our sister states. This 
man was ex-Gov. Drew of .A .. rkansas, who was elected in 1858, 
after one of the most exciting campaigns in that state. Drew, 
\Vho was the detnocratic nominee, 1nade a brilliant campaign. 
winning by his own personal popularity. Financial reverses in 
later years le::ft him but limited means, compared to previott~ 
fortu_nes, and when past 70 years of age he determined to seek . 
fortune in the new west. Locating at Lipan in 1876, he pur­
chased two s1nall farms, which he_ afterwards gave to his son and 
daughter, living a quiet life and often being consulted by his 
neighbors aoout business affairs. He was a fine business man, 
1nuch respected by all who kne\\ him and of a winning disposi­
tion. .A. year or more before h\s death in 188o, he professed re­
ligion, joined the Baptist church and was in1mersed. 

CHAPTER ·L\71.-i\lASONRY AND OTHER BENEVOLENT OR-· 
I . 

DERS-CHURCHES-CENTER MILLS, ETC-FIRST NATIONAL 

BANK-D. C. COGDELL-JESS BAKER-BALD KNOB 
AND NERI-FORT WORTH & RIO GRANJE R. R.-

CRESSON-TOLAR-GRANBURV BRIDGE . 

. \s noticed in a previous chapter, Masonry here had its begin­
ning in organized lodges with A.cton Lodge,. No. 285, and this 
re1nained the only lodge here till about 1871, when Granbury 
Lodge was granted a dispensation, but ~wing to sotne irregulari­
ties it did not get its present charter~ as Lodge No. 392, till sev­
eral years later. P. H. Thrash was the first W. M., and since, 
J. R. Morris, T. J. Duke, W. T. Lyle and T. H. Hiner have 
each filled that station. About the same time (1873) a dispensa­
tion was granted to Paluxy and in regular course it · was char­
tered as Lodge, No. 393, B. P. Earp being the first W. M., Geo. 
E. Jackson, P. K. Phenix, J. T. Williams and J. P. Jackson be­
ing his successors. As before shown, Jesse Caraway was one of 
the chief patrons of Masonry at this Lodge, and prominent among 
his co-laborers was David M. Wood, who was one of the most 
respected early settlers of this community. He and his. sons 
have all been active co-workers in the moral upbuileing of soci­
ety_ in their locality, not alone in Masonic work, but in the other 
relations thev have borne to the institutions of religion and edu-



cation. Charity Lodge, No. 565, at Lipan, ,vas the next to 
organize. A1nong its Past l\iasters are J arrott T. C0ok, L. D. 
Hurn, J. 'r. Petty, R. H. Bultnan and vV. 'r. Roach, and besides 
these, a1nong its active working 1ne1nbers are E. T. \Voodburn, 
J no. S. 1\forton, W. J. :\iken and for1nerly Dr. C. F. Rodgers . 
.. -\bout 1887 Jubilee Lodge, No. 599, ,vas chartered on Long 
creek. .\.111ong its working 1ne1nbers occur the na1nes of B. S. 
Baccus, (; .. A .. Cru111, J. T. Parkinson, J. S. I"iles, vV. -~- l\1assie 
and S. R. Bell. .1~hese five lodges now co;1stitute the body of 
Masonry, as organized \\?ithin o u r county, and the 
total 1ne1nbershi p aggregates, probab 1 y, a b o u t 2 2 5, as 
indicated by the latest accesable returns, reported by the Grand 
Lodge proceedings. In fact, Masonry of late years has not s~en1-
ed to have 1nade 1nuch advance in our county in respect to the 
acquisition of nu1nbers, but it is believed that vlhatever it has 
lacked in numerical advance1nent has been cotnpensated for in 
the quality of its 1naterial. 

'fhe Odd Fellows began to discuss the 111atter of organization 
here as early as 1874, but did not prganize their first Lodge till 
about 1877, when Lodge, No. 227 was organized at Granbury. 
Prominent a1nong it tnembers are W111. Duval and John Reich­
stetter. Subsequently an Odd Fellows Lodge \Vas organized at 
Lipan, and they are 110\\? 1noving for a lodge at ~rolar. :\ lodge 
at Bluff Dale includes 1nany Hood county 1uen in its 111e1nbership. 

Several other secret and benevolent societies have organized at 
Granbury. .L\tnong the1n are the Knights of Pythias, which has 
a splendidly equipped Lodge, e111bracing in its 111e111bership tnany 
of the business n1en of the conununit):- .And the Knights of 
Honor, kept np apparently, for the insnrance benefits to its 
1ne1n bers. 

~he several religious denon1inations of the Protestant faith 
have organized churches at tnost of our to\vns and usually ·wor­
ship in union buildings, except at Granbury, Add-Ran and 
A.cton, where denon1inational church or college buildings are 
used. A.cton has a good Baptist church, as well as the school 
building, utilized for religious services. Thorp Spring's popula­
tion worship in the chapel of the University, ,vhile at (;ranhnry 
the Baptists, Methodists, Refortned Christians each have their 
buildings and the Cu111berland Presbyterians, a handso1ne build­
ing now under wa)~to,vard completion. The Methodists of (}ran­
bury were the first to erect a house of ,vorship, largely through 
the instu1nentality of J. \V. A.nderson, the 1nan who, as contractor, 
built the first stone court house. 'rhis gentle1nan had been, in Gran­
bury's early_ history, a 111an of rtckless associations, until his con­
version and union .with th~ chnrch ahont 18q3, \Vhen his refonn 
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becatue so tnarked, as contrasted to his for1ner life, as to tnake 
hi111 a leading spirit in the upbuilding of christianity. .;..\nd he 
devoted a large part of his time, attention and n1onev in1medi­
ately to the erection of a large and handso1ne building for his 
church. Mr .... .\.nderson still resides at Granbury, a n1ost respect­
ed and trusted citizen, see1ning to devote his time largely to the 
study of the Bible and to acts of charity and public good. He 
,vas for a long ,vhile a men1ber and President of the Board of 
'l'rustees for Granbury Coliege. Shortly after the Methodist 
church was built, the Baptists erected their building, which was 
done principally under the guiding hand of J. F. Nutt, who too, 
has been a devoted metnber of that church, and whose heart is 
ever aflame with burning zeal in the cause of his Master. The 
other churches probably received their principal aid through 
which they ca111e into being fro1n the zealous labors of our ladies, 
among whon1 should be 1nentioned Mrs. Lee Thrash, deceased, 
and Mrs. Hannaford of the Christian church, and Mrs. E. Nunn, 
Mrs. N. L. Cooper and Mrs. V. C. Thotnas of the Presbyterians. 

Center l\:Iills, on the north boundary of our county, was among 
our early villages, and the site of a postoffice, serving a large 
co1n1nunity on Long creek, as well as a fine stean1 mill which, 
during the 7o's and to the present, has continued to operate. 
Especially was this 1nill, in its earlier history, an important fac­
tor in the prosperity of our county under the efficient manage-· 
111ent of Mr. Thon1as Parkinson .. who furnished flour of the best 
grade to the trade of both Gran bury and Weatherford for n1any 
years. l\faliciah Gregory, one ef the oldest settlers now living 
here, and Rev. R. S. Proffit were the 1nerc-hants at this place. 

About 1872 l\ir. D. C. Cogdell brought a saw and grist mill to 
the I~ong creek settle111ents, but soon located his enterprise on 
the west side of the Brazos, near the n1ou th of Robinson creek, 
where the river botton1 abounded in titnber suitable . for lu1nber. 
Here he continued for several years, and subsequently he remov­
ed his 1nill frotn the county, sold out and located in Granbury 
and in the course of :i few years engaged in the real estate and 
insurance business, frotn ,vhich he began a loan business and 
finally in 1887, ,vith other associates, organized the First Nation­
al Bank of Granbury, was elected its President and has ever since 
ren1ained such ; ably managing its affairs and proving hitnself a 
financier of no inferior quality. Mr. Cogdell has been tnore re­
cently very largely seconded in his financial and banking enter-
_>rises by Mr. Jess Baker, who fro1n a stnall beginning, as a prac­
tical tinner, first engaged in the manufacture of tin cups and re­
pairs of leaky coffee pots in Granbury about 1872, and bas stead­
ily, by dint of perseverance an<i close attention to his business, 
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,vorked up to be one of the leading financiers and business men 
of the county, being a leading 1ne1nber of the Directory of the 
First National Bank and ·vice President of that institution. This 
bank, the only National bank in the county, began upon a cap­
ital of $50,000, which, in 1881, was increased to $100,000. :\lessrs. 
Cogdell and Baker are also President anci \·ice President respect­
ively of. both the Hood Co. :Yiilling Co., and the Granbury 
Quarry Co., two enterprises that have brought busiuess to the 
to\vn and paid out large su1ns for labor. 

Bald Knob ,vas the name given to a postoffice kept by H. A .. 
McI)owell first, about 1874., for acconnnodation of the co111111uni­
ties near the southern border of our county. This office has been 
discontinued and another not far fro111 it is no,\" kno,v as Neri. 
This place boasts of a store, blacks111ith shop and gin. 

In 1887 the Fort \,\i"orth & Rio Grande railroad entered our 
county near its northwest corner at the present enterprising to·wn 
of Cresson. This road, the first to con1e to our county., was 
pushed to co:npletion as far as (;ranbury, where its tern1inus re­
mained till two years later, when it was extended to Brown,vood, 
passing our western border near Bluff Dale. This road has been 
under able 111anage111ent, and all along its line are discerned the 
111arks of prosperity. It has added very considerably to our tax­
able wealth, both directly and indirectly, and the great con ven­
ience to out agricultural, stock and conunercial interests can 
scarcely be estimated. ,i\bout the same year the Sante Fe road 
crossed the northeast corner of our county, having its crossing of 
the Fort \Vorth & Rio Grande at Cresson, and thus n1aking this 
a very in1portant trade point. 'fhe live and public spirited 111e11 
of thi& town have had due appreciation of their advantages. 
A.tnong the1n are F. (). Fidler., J. L. Ela111, l)r. F. ::\1. (;ilbert, 
J. G. Bobo., \Vin. Crook, C. B. Glenn, I. .\. Ste,,,art and B. ~r. 
~ripton. They, ,vith others, have pushed the interests of their 
town to such extent that it now enjoys the trade of a ,·ery rich 
and prosperous country around it. 

The town of Tolar, seven 1niles to the ,vest of Granbury, is 
another station of growing importance on the line of railroad. 
Here such enterprising and conserYative 1nen as J no. R. Po\vell 
and G. \V. Fitzhugh, 1nerchants, and \V .. \. Floyd, ginner, are 
engaged in the developtnent of a trade center. 'fhis place, too, 
is the center of a good educational and religious sentitnent, ,vhich 
has brought into existence a Presbyterian church and good school. 

Not least a1nong the great enterprises of onr county is the 1nag­
nificent tubular arch brid1!e, \vhich spans the Brazos at (:;ran­
bury, first constructed by private capital pnt forth in the forn1 of 
a joint stock con1pany in the year 1878, ·at a cost of, approxi-
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1nately, $25,000. The principal 1ne11 engaged in this undertak­
ing were P. H. 'f'hrash, the ~ utt brothers, E .. -\.. Hannaford and 
J. D. Baker. 'l'his bridge \\·as originally buiit in three span 
arches, resting on four stone piers~ and \\'ith its w·ooden approach­
es, had a total length of over six hundred feet. In 1893 it ,vas 
purchased by the county at $12,500~ and bonds issued and nego­
tiated for the a111onnt. In 1894, the riYer by reason of floods-, so 
encroached npon the \vest side approaches, as to \Vash a\\-'ay a con­
siderable portion, very greatly interrupting tra\·el until the in­
jury \Vas repaire<l by the substitution of a fourth iron span upon 
iron pi11ars. (Jther iujuries have occurred during the year 189s, 
but no serious interruptions 01 traveL and again repair:, are ren­
dered nece~sary, and another iron span added. This bridge, so 
central1y located in our county, continneci for 18 years to be the 
only \vagon bridge across the Brazos aboYe \Vaco, and has been 
the tneans of bringing thousands of i111111igrant wagons and trav­
elers through onr county, tnany of \\·hotn, pleased \\·ith its pros­
pects, have retnained to be per1nanent citizens. 

CHAPTER L\rl.-SOME :.\lE~ OF .\CTO!':-~lcCARTY & BROWN­

jO~l--~S & GOODLETT-BRO\VX & BRO\VN-WALTER GLENN 

-\\!. H. HARVEY-CAPT. ~UNN-CAP'f. TERRELL­

CLEVELA~::,s--:-( ~OOD\VIX-BO\\rDEN- l)UCKWORTH 

-H. \VII.SO:'\-'fA~DY-1-I. HO\VARD-DAVID 

STRIHLI~G-J Alt ES B. WILSON. 

Recurring to .-\cton' s gro\\-·th and business where we left off in 
a fonuer chapter, we notice that about 1872 the firtn of i\1cCarty 
& Bro\\ru succeeded .-\. J. \:Vright, and Jan1es Goodlett and .W. P. 
Junes constituted the firn1 of Jones & (;oodlett and W. P. Jones 
& Co., Rev. ::V1ilton Jones being also connected with this estab­
lish 1nent. :Each of these 1nen were pro111inent in business, and 
during the period of their 111ercantile career at .A.cton left the in1-
press of their influence on the community. Of these, only Dr. 
~IcCarty retnains in the county. James Goodlett and Rev. Jones 
died about 1876. The others have removed fron1 the ~ounty. 

1::4:. Y. Bro\\·n ,vas elected in 1876 as conn ty co1nmissioner and 
\\'as an ahle second to :\Iaj. C. H. Blake, county judge, in all of 
the financial refonns brought about and atte1npted in county af­
fairs at that period. :\1 r. Bro\vn was kno\vn as a n1an of consid­
erable weal th at the titne even of his first engagetnent in business 
at .-\cton. His flr111 sold largely on credit, extending accommo­
dations to their fanner patrons over an extensive area of country 
tributarv to ..-\cton, and :\Ir. Brown's fin~ncial ability insured the - , ., 

enhancen1ent of his fortune. He no\\~ resides at Cleburne, where 
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his attention is given to the 111anage1nent of his large interests. 
J. D. Brown, one of Granbury's leading 1nerchants, had his be­
ginning ,,rith the ·fir1n of McCarty & Brown as clerk in I 87 4, and 
subsequently he and his uncle·, E. y·_ Brown, constituted the firn1 
of Brown & Brown at .A.cton, which continued for about seven 
years, when J. I). Bro\\rn re1noved to Granbury about 1881, s1.1c­
ceeding as sole proprietor. Dr. E. :\IcCartY continued at A.cton 
in business for 1nany years after the dissolution of his partnership 
with E. Y. Brown, and he has been esteen1ed a reliable merchant 
and good citizen. 

\Vithout undertaking to investigate all of A.cton·s business in­
terest, we will say that, about the ti1ne the Bro,vus left there, 
\Valter Glenn, W. H. Harvey, and Capt. Nunn ca111e and en­
gaged in business of 1nerchandising or ginning. \Valter Glenn 
has re1nained ever since and has heen the leading tnerchant of 
... .\cton, as well as post111~ster. :\'lr. (~lenn is an old settler of 
west T~xas, having first resided in '!'arrant county, ren1ov111g to 
the Brazos and settling several 111iles belo\\· .-\cton about 1867. 
where he successfully conducted fanniug operations till the pe­
riod of his business co1nmencen1ent at .-\cton. He has been a 
very pro1ninent and bright :\1ason of the .-\cton lodge. and is also 
well and favorably kno\vn throughout our county, ser\·ing his 
people at various periods as school director. and trustee and as 
postmaster• 

Capt. Nunn was a 111an of excellent repute an<l good intellect­
ual powers. He took great interest in political questions; ·wa:; 
a leader in the greenback party n1oven1eut in 1877-8, and subse­
quently in the several union labor and the populist parties. He 
was at, one ti1ne the candidate of his party against J no. H. 'fray­
lor for the legislature, and being a popular 1nan and able ~peaker, 
ran a good race. His death has been 1nentioned at a previous 
place. 

:\Ir. Harvey has been devoting 111ost of his ti111e to fanning, 
first on his Brazos river far1n, also one near . ..\cton. He is a 111ost 
respected citizen . 

. A.nother group of citizens deserving 1nore extended 111e11tio11, 
because of the very i1nportant part they have taken in their \·a­
rious duties as citizens, in ser,·ing as grand and petit juror~ and 
other trusts are, Capt. Win. (:;. Terrell, Fred an<l Larkin Cleve­
land, J. C. c;oodwiti, S. L. Bowden, \V. J. I)uck\vorth~ Harvey 
vVilson, J a111es ·randy, Hartford Howard and I)a vid Stribling. 
These, perhaps, all came to the Acton neighborhood about the 
years 1866-7, and they have been tnen "good and true·' as jurors 
in the efforts 1nade by all good citizens in the trying ti1nes of our 
county's history, in the suppression of crime and lawlessness. _\. 
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son of one of the Cleve lands is now one of . .\.cton, s 111ost substan­
tial merchants. W. J. Duckworth and Harvey \Vilson have done 
1nost eincieut ser\'ice to the countv as 111e1nbers of the Co1nn1is-.. 
sioners, Court, \Vhere their good judg111ent and conscientious 
principles have displayed thetnselves conspicuous in the affairs of 
the county. :\Ir. Duck\\rorth is no\\· engaged in operating the 
gin at .A..cton, ,vhere he seems to be doing a prosperous and quite 
satisfactorv business. 

J 

::\Ir. Bo\\1den removed to the west of the Brazos s0111e years ago, 
settling and i111proving a good fann between Granbury and 'fhorp 
Spring, \Vhere his fa111ily of sons and daughters have been afford­
ed the opportunities of the schools near the1n. ::\lore recently 
:.vlr. Bowden has taken up his residence in Granbury, and he and 
his sons are all engaged in various n1ercantile avocations. 

It is a fitting place here to observe, as having his beginning at 
and near ... .\cton, a gcntle111an, no\\1 one of the leading business 
n1en of Granbury, :\'Ir. J. B. \"Vilson, \\·ho began his career as a 
school teacher on Fall creek. ....\.fter two years in this occupation, 
he took a place as clerk \\rith the firm of Bro,vn & Bro\\1 D, and 
follo,ving that establishn1ent in its subsequent move to Gran­
bury, he th us beca111e identified at once as a business man 
of this town. 11r. Wilson was appointed postn1aster at Gran­
bury, succeeding l\1r. 'r .... \. Burns about the year 1883. He held 
this office con tiu ,·ousl y, and to the satisfaction of all parties, till 
after the election of Harrison, when he was displaced without 
pretexf of disqualification or 1nisconduct, either in the affairs of 
his office or in officious political action, but 111erely to tnake a 
place for a partisan republican. Since then Mr. Wilson has en­
gaged in the grocery business, in partnership \\1ith the Ferrells, 
at present under the firn1 na1ne of Ferrell & Co. l\f r. Wilson has 
not only been a first-class and reliable business man in all these posi­
tic ns, but he has for 111any years been a 1nost efficient and consistent 
cht:rch ,~;orker, and as superintendent of the Ivlethodist Sunday 
School for 1nany years, ha~ engaged in the 1nost i1nportant work 
of a true christian citizen in the develop1nent of correct lives. 

CHAPTER I-1Vll.-~1AJ. jORDO~ AT (;LEN ROSE-SOME POLIT-

ICAL EVENTS-CAPT. A .. j. HART-SENATOR BALL­

OTHER LA\VYERS, ETC.-CREATION OF SOMERVELL 

CorxTv-CA usEs, ETC. 

Early in the year 1872, :\Iaj. T. C. Jordon, a gentlen1an of con­
siderable 1neans, succeeded Chas. Barnard as proprietor of the 
n1ill, then known as Barnard's 1nill, and changed its nan1e to 
Glen Rose 1nills, ,Nhich 11a1ne the to\vn has since borne. Maj. 
Jordon expended a large sutn of tnoney in damming the Paluxy 
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and otherwise re1nodling this property, and had the 1nisfortune 
to have the da111 S\Vept away by a flood in the spring of 1873, but 
he soon replaced it by a structure 1nore durable, and \vhich has 
stood the flood:, to this day. 'l"he 1nill, ho\\,ever, never proved a 
profitable investn1ent to :.\Iaj. Jordon, and after .:;pending 1nany 
year:; of great effort and considerable fortune here, endeavoring to 
retrieve his lo;;s~s, finally 1noved to 4-\riz0n1 about 1887. 

·rue year 1873 \Vas one of great political interest generally and 
the people of our county, then the banner de1nocratic county of 
the state, had tnuch to interest and draw forth their local and 
de1nocratic pride and effort. 'r he Vidette hoisteJ the na1nes of 
Hon. Richard Coke for Governor and Finis L. Bates, an obscure 
young lawyer of Granbnrv. for Lt. (;overnor. '!'he first was 
no1ninated and elected, th~ latter was not heard of, except by his 
local friends, who did all t11ey conld to inflate his boo111. I)nring 
thi5 year, both (;o\·. r:. J. Davis an l :\Ir. Coke· honored G-ran­
bnry with visits an i spee~hes cL1rin,..{ their candidacy. <Jur coun­
ty sent delegates to the .Senatorial ~111d Representative couYen­
tion at Clebnrne, \vho sncceeded in securing the uo111inatio11s of 
l\lessrs. D. L. ~\liJd!eton and .-\. J. Hart, both of Hor.>d county, 
for the House and .\.. J. Ball of \Veatherford for the Senatt-. 
Mr. Middleton, ho\vever, was defeated at the election. :\Ir. Ball 
in the Senate and Capt. Hart in the House both 1na<le good re­
cords, and it ·was during their service that the act of :\larch I 3th, 
1875, creating the county of Sotnervell out of tht- southern part 
of our territory passed. Car)t. Hart, ,,rho resided in the south­
ern portion, of which Son1er\·ell \Vas cotnposed~ \\'as at tht: suc­
ceeding election in 1875 criticised by his opponents for thus suf­
fering our territory to be divided. But it was 1nade quite plain 
by him that his conduct was consistent ,vith the will of his coun­
ty people, as· expressed by every ,vell affor<leri opportunity, and, 
although 1nany of our people disapproved of the <liYision, yet 
they united pretty \\·ell to re-elect hin1. He \Vas a dt'-servedly 
popular u1an and thor0ughly representative of our ,vhole people. 
Mr. Hart is one of tht early settlers of the Brazos valley, ha\·ing 
settled here when sto~k interests predon1inated, and through the 
den1oralizing period of the \Var and the years that fol1o,Yed, when 
handling of cattle in a clandestine ,vay was largely indulged in 
by others, h.:- 1naintained a character for honesty, conservatis111 
and iutelli~ence, ,vtiich ,von the estee1n of all classes of people. 
He has, since the organization of S01nervell county, been t,vicc 
elected County Judge, bnl is no\\ devoted to his Brazos fanu, 
where he resides some eight or ten 111iles below (;len Rose. 

Though Capt. .A .. J. Ball wa~ not a citizen of Hood, yet in as 
1nuch as he \\-·as so closelv identified ,vith u~ in interest as our 
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Senator, a ,vell kno\vn lawyer, for 111any years practicing in our 
courts, i here say, that to his faithfulness and honorable conduct 
our county owes 1nuch of the good \Ve have received in advanc­
ing us toward the front of civilization. 1'he sa1ne may be said 
indeed of a \Veil known group of the Weatherford lawyers, among 
,v ho1n are Judge A. J. Hood., ,v ho served long and well as our 
district judge ; no better, 1nore faithful man, in whose heart 
cri1ne had no sympathy, ever presided over our courts; Hon. S. 
W. 1'. Lanham, for 111any years our 111ost efficient district attor­
ney and su bseq uen tl y 111e111 her of congress., and whose reputation 
is 1nore than state ,vide ; Judge I. N. Roach, who was the law 
partner of Capt. Ball ; Col. J. L. L. McCall and son, Hon. Geo. 
McCall. 'fhc:se were 1nen of the bar during a period of our early 
history al\vays seen in attendance upon our district courts, and to 
thetn the younger generation of lawyers tnight well look forexatn­
ples of honorable professional conduct worthy of emulation. 

In 1874 the congressional race was on and our local democracy 
was divided in sentiment on the question of governn1ent subsi­
dies to railroads. Gov. Throcktnorton, who had favored aid by 
the govern1nent, was a candidate for re-election., and a strong ad­
vocate of congressional aid, such as had been accorded northern 
lines, to the Texas Pacific, then entering Texas frotn the east. 
'I'he g,eat local interest of this roa~ to the west made Throck-
1norton n1en of a large part of our Hood conn tv people. Still 
there were some who, though equally desirous of having the road, 
yet didn't regard the proposed aid of congress as coining within 
the spirit of democratic doctrines, hence were anti-Throckmorton 
1ne11. So ardent did our Throck111orton men becon1e that they 
were deterrnined to have hi1n con1e and speak, and thus as they 
hoped destroy their opponents. The appointed tin1e being fixed, 
they held a public 1neeting, appointed a large reception co1nn1it­
tee, Judge Cross was appointed to make an address of welcome 
and all things \Vere prepared for a grand ovation. Throck1norton 
was expected to arrive by hack fron1 Dallas, and the co111mittee 
were to 1neet hi1n, dine hitn and go through the other appointed 
forn1alities. It so happened that there was then in Granbury a 
little :ictive spirited republican by the na1ne of J. C. Stone, who 
had been editing a republican paper at Weatherford and who had 
in son1e of his editorials denounced Throckmorton for his democ­
racy. Now this J. C. Stone, desiring to tnake a1nends and secure 
favor ,vith the Governor, hastened to n1eet hiln as he was enter­
ing the town by hack front a direction and at an hour not antici­
pated by the com1nittee; and Stone succeeded in first tneeting 
the guest, introducing himself, he created the itnpression u _:,on 
the 111ind of Throckmorton that he ,vas specially delegated to 
n1eet and take charge of hi1n. So the Governor placed himself 
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at the disposal of the officious Stone, who at once escorted hi111 to 
his house, and as Stone's wife had not been warned of the event 
in tin1e to prepare dinner for so distinguished a guest, Stone's 
talents were again called into requisition, resulting in the situa­
tion being explained to his neighbor across the street, who was 
the intended host, and the borrowing of the ready Laked aud 
stuffed turkey, prepared under detnocratic auspices, to serve no\\· 
at Stone's banquet. .A.fter the dinner's e111barrassment was over 
the accredited co1n1nittee managed to get possession of their dis­
tinguishej guest, w hon1 they escorted to the court house, where 
they stood hi1n up by one of the supporting pillars of the ceiling 
while Judge Cross addressed hi1n for half an hour in a very loud 
and forcible style of eloquence, in very flatte1ing terms reviewing 
his p1st recor<l and bidding hi1n welco1ne; after which a good 
speech fro111 Throck1norton put his audience in a co1nfortable 
mood, but won over none of his oppo;1ents, who, however., after 
his no1nination, united to give hitn the full democratic vote of Hoo .• 

Hood, originally a stnall county of only about 614 square n1ile ,, 
was now, March 1875, divided by the before 1nentio11ed legisla­
tion. The causes leading to this have been hinted at. Onr 
county site, as shown heretof0re, had. been settled by questionable 
tnethoJs. .-\. very large portion of citizens of our southern ex­
tren1ity who ha:1 favored the center were pat to great inconveni-

. . 
ence in having to ride 20 to 30 1niles to get to the county site. 
While thos! who favored Granbury s1 \V in the proposed division 
of the county an 02portunity to forever settle the discontent by 
bringing Granbury quite · within the constitutional li1nitations 
fro1n the center, fron1 which a two-thirds vote only conld re111ove 
it. Maj. T. C. Jordan, with his great invest1nents at Glen Rost:, 
was keenly alive and quick to take advantage in a practical ,va~­
of these diverse interests, which he skillfully tnanipulated in get­
ting the act through by which S01nervell county ,vas created with 
Glen Ro.:;e its central t >wn and county site. The proposed schetne 
was given due pnblicity; meanwhile the friends of the division 
wrote to and visited our representatives at A.nstin, who seetned 
to have taken every ordinary precaution to infor111 the1nselves as 
to the wishes of the people, and finding absolutely no expressed 
opposition the bill passt:d and became a law before opposition de­
veloped, which indeed was very slight in any event and seetned 
later on to tnerely CQtne about for the purpose of_ finding s01ne 
cause of complaint against Capt. Hart at the election follo,ving. 
The northeast corner of the W. B. Smith survey on Squaw creek 
,vas 111ade the initial point for determining the boundary line be­
tween Son1ervell and its mother county. The line running fron1 
a point on the west boundary line of Johnson county dne west to 
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said survey corner, and thence S. 60 \V. to the Erath county line. 
Subsequently this line was marked and terminal monu1nents 
erected by a joint co1n1nission of surveyors appointed in behalf of 
the two counties. Our relations with the new county have ever 
since been pleasant, and never in the least "strained." 

CHAATER LVIII.-CONDITIONS IN 1876-GINS AND MILLS­

CHADWICK AND WALSH-j. D. BAKER AND OTHER BUSI­

NESS AND PROFESSIONAL lVlEN OF GRANBURY. 

Fro1n 1874 and since, our county having developed fro111 a 
stock range to a ]and of predo1ninating agricultural interests, its 
valleys and ti111ber belts began to be dotted with small farms, so 
that in 1876 it was esti1nated that with Son1ervell county off, di-
1ninishi11g our area to about 425 square 1niles, we had about 500 
1arms inclosed, of an acreage of 100 each, a population of 5,000, 
four flour and grist 1ni1ls, 9 cotton gins, 20 co1nmon schools, be­
sides the high schools and colleges, and six· lodges of grangers. 
These granges flourished for only a few years, when becon1ing in­
volved in politics they lapsed, and soon the farmers' alliance took 
their place, with the well known results in a new political party, 
\\·hich long ago so divided the solid democracy of Hood as to no 
longer entitle us to the honor of being the banner county of dem­
ocracy, though in no election up to the prese!lt has the demo­
cratic ticket failed in securing 1najorities. 

Henry Snider and J no. N. Haney, respectively, were the found­
ers of two 1nills with gins attached to each at Granbury. J. M. 
Chadwick and T. B. Walsh o,vned a gin at Fort Spunky, which 
did a thriving business. Other gins have been before n1entioned. 
Mc Whorter' s mill at the shoals of the Brazos about six miles 
south of Acton was in the midst of a. rich farming community, 
where W 1n. Matlock and his sons, the Glenns, Masseys and oth­
ers constituted the bone and sinew. Most of the above enterpris­
es, with their founders, have disappeared. J. M. Chadwick is 
county surveyor, now in his second term, and T. B. W.alsh is the 
n1e111ber of the co1n1nissioners' court fron1 his district. These 
111en are both old ti1ne citizens of excellent standing. To enu­
tnerate all of the enterprises throughout the two past decades, 
which arose and have gone or ren1ained ~ith us would be cum­
bersotue. Soon the necessities of our population brought a 
gin and school house into nearly every populous neighborhood .. 

Many of Granbury's tnerchants have already been mentioned, 
but the name of John I). Baker a1nong the list of our merchants 
and n1en of enterprise will long continue to stand forth in promi­
nence. This gentle1nan was a native of Alabama. In 1873 he 
located at Granbury and took an interest as partner with the well 
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established house of the Blakes, which changed its fir111 style to 
Blake & Baker, in which natne it continued for several years, 
\Vith 'l'. R. Biake associated therein. Both of these gentle1nen 
were of fine business qualifications and were tnost courteous and 
public spirited 1.nen. In ti1ne Mr. Blake \\"ent into the 1nilling 
business with J no. N. Haney and the 1nercantile establish111eut 
was thereafter in the natne of J. D. Baker till he, about 1891, re­
tnoved to Dallas, then the accession of the experienced and capa­
ble 1nerchant, Jas. H. Doyle, transfonned the na1ne of the estab­
lishment to that of Baker & Doyle, which it retains. Mr. Baker 
subsequently re111oved to Weatherford, v.rhere he is at the head of 
a large 1nercantile house and president of a bauk, \Vith branch 
hottses in the counties west of Weatherford, a1nong ,vhich is one 
at Lipan, this county, with N. J. l;ardner partner and 111ana~er. 

W. E. Perkins & Sons was the style of another protninent 111er­
cantile honse established about 187 4. Besides the senior 1ne111-
ber, the Perkins boys and Jno. Reici1stetter were connected with 
this house, which diJ a lively business. 'rhe father died so1ne 
years ago, and of his sons A.nllerson is now an industrious black­
stnith of the town, ~Nhile George, :V1arion and Nlilton Perkins ar~ 
far1ners in the vicinity. J no. Reic: hstetter ca1ne to ( ~r.n1bury a."' 
early as I 87 I. He was for several years clerk with J. A. Fonu­
wal t and R. P. Robinson and proved hi1nself a 1nost active and 
capable 1niu, very popular with all who kne,v hi111. Since the 
honse of Perkins & Sons ceased b:1siness, Mr. Reichstetter has 
been at the head of a drug store and grocery house, both of which 
under his active 1nanageme11t did a large business. ~le, ho\Ve\·t:r, 
111et with reverses, and is at present out of business for- hin1self, 
hut his capacity always insures him employ111ent \vith some of 
our tnerchants, and at present he is with A. P. C~ordon's house . 

.-\1nong the old land-1narks of Granbury's business con1111nnit~: 
is vV. H. I)uvall, \Vho, though never lootning up at the head of 
any large establish111ent, yet has now for about 25 years been 
kno\vn to onr business people in the various capacitie~ of bntch­
... --r, restaura1it keeper, and often as deputy sheriff and gnard. .:\Ir. 
l)nvall has been a n1ost worthy citizen, al,vays ready to serve his 
fellow n1en in any charitable or pnb1ic duty. 

The present leading agricultnra1 and i1nple1nent house with the 
na1ne of Jess Baker at its head is the outgro\\rth of that hun1ble 
tinshop business \fherein this persevering gentlen1a11 began his 
career here, as noticed in a _previous chapter. J c-s'5 and D. (). 
Baker grew from boyhood into the business life of (~ranbury, 
their father, I). M. Baker, having settled here atH! engaged in 
work as a \Vheel\\rright about 1871. They, with J. I). Rylee as 
partner, have succeeded Baker & Smith in the hardware line of 
their business. A 11 of the1n are 111en of pnsh and enter!:rise, 
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helping by their efforts to the upbuilding of the town and coun­
ty, while advancing their own interests. 

'fhe Foster brothers, ,vith their aged father, can1e to Granbu­
ry early in the seventies; of these J. I). Foster entered business 
as a vvheelwright and subsequently beca1ne the leading furniture 
and undertaking establish1nent of the county. He \Vas promi­
nent in the affairs of the town, having served several years as 
1nayor prior to Dr. I)oyle' s election. Mr. Foster is now residing 
at Co111anche, though he still has interests in Hood. He \\'as 
succeeded 1n his furnitur~ and undertaking business by J. C. Lees, 
now the enterprising head of that line of business in Granbury. 

f)r. J. B. :\lcGaughy ca1ne to Hood about the satne titne as his 
brother, Hon. W. L. Mc(;.aughy, and settled near Thorp Spring, 
,vhere he for a fe\v· year.s engaged in the drug business, and sub­
sequently retnoved to Bro\vn\vood. His sons, Luther B. and 
Charlie, opened a livery business at (}ranbury about 1880, but 
the latter finally went ,vest an<l L. B. for1ned a partnership with 
John Glenn, and after several years bought out Glenn, and since 
has bet:n sole proprietor of the leading livery basiness of Gran­
bury. L. B. lvlcGaughy is a tnan of gentlemanly bearing, fond 
of fine horses, and has becotne to Granbury' s business a see1ning 
necessity. 

Our fan1ily grocery establishn1ents at Granbury of longest 
standing, not heretofore noticed, are headed by Ferrell & Co., J. 
F. Kerr, l)aniel & Boon, (;lenn Bros. and J. D. Cross. Kerr, 
l)aniel brothers, Boon brothers and Cross are all sons of early 
settlers of our county, sotne of who1n have been 1nentio11ed in 
these pages elsewhere Geo. Boon, father of the Boon brothers, 
had settled and i1nproved a fine fartn west of Thorp Spring, and 
was recognized as a citizen of sterling worth. So, too, was R. C. 
Daniel, father of Win. and Randolph. Both these fathers died 
a few years ago. J. R. Bovd has been the tnanaging partner for 
several years of a general 1nercantile business which has vasci­
lated between (~ran bury and Thorp Spring. He is a very active 
and lively business tnan. J. H. Ethricige and s0111e others are of 
later date. He is a son of W. S. Ethridge, an early settler and 
general tnerchant of Paluxy. 

()f the professional 1nen are Dr. I. C. McCoy, who settled at 
(;.ranbury and entered into an extensive practice about 1878, 
gaining a fine reputation a111ong his patients for tnany successes 
in difficult cases. He re111ove<l to Fort Worth after about ten 
years here jn general practice, and has becotne son1e,vhat en1i-
11ent as a specialist. Dr. C. F. Rodgers came to Hood county in 
1867 an<l entered upon the practice of 1nedicine at Lipan in 1876, 
afterwards locating at Granbury, where he continued to practice 
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his profession until a fe\v years ago, ,vhen he re1noved t:o Cotnan­
che. Dr. Rodgers is a 111an ,vho not only stands high profession­
ally, but his genial disposition 1nakes hin1 1nany war111 personal 
friends \V herever he goes. Dr. R. lVI. Oates was a physician of 
reputed skill, who re1noved from our county a fe\v year:; ago, an<l 
under hi111 S. E. Milliken, who grew up fr01n boyhood at Thorp 
Spring, first conunenced his studies of 1nedicine, which he sub­
sequently pursued at Louisville, Ky., and has since beco1ne one 
of the e1ninent physicians and surgeons of :New York citv, whilst 
a brother, R. C. l\1illiken, began his profe;;sional career at Gran­
bury as a lawyer, \vhere he \Vas licensed to practice and ,vas act­
ively engaged fron1 1887 to 1891, \vhen he re1noved to Ft. \Vorth 
and shortly after entered the service of a life insurance cotnpany, 
in which service he has gained pro1notion upon pro1notion tili at 
this time he has a 1nost lucrative and responsible office on the 
Pacific coast. He was also elected county ~i. ttorney of H\;O<l 
connty in 1890. These two Hood county boys are the sons of 
that staunch citizen, Capt. Sain Millikc:n, heretofore 1nentioned, 
and besides these sons, three d:iughters are no\v snrviving, the 
oldest, Mrs. A .. J. Brown, living ·at Dallas, and ,vith her the 
youngest, Miss Maynie l\1illiken, and :\frs. Nannie Lancaster, 
"·ife of our post1naster, S. B. Lancaster, all estee1ne<l and cnlLnre~l 
ladies. Dr. J. R. Lancaster, heretofore inentione<l, entered into 
.>artnershjp with Dr. Jno. S. 'l'uruer, who settled in (~ranbnr~· 
after s01ne years of experience in practice in Erath county, abont 
1890. Both these gcntle1ne11 have gained a front place in their 
profession by their skill and faithfnluess as doctors. A.bout 1888 
Drs. E. L. Menefee and T. H. Dabney for111ed a partnership in 
the practice of medicine, which continued till 1895. The6e ge11-
tle1nen, too, are 1nost reputable physicians and have the confi­
dence of a very large class of patrons a1nong our 111ost intelligent 
citizens. Dr. J. W. Holden has been for ten years or 1nore the 
leading dentist of our county, but now has a creditable cotnpeti­
tor in Dr. A .. R. Prothro, who located here in 1894. Dr. H0lden 
has also been pro1ninent in public service as one of the judges of 
elections in both county and 1nunicipal elections. Dr. W. S. 
Walker, the latest addition to our n1edic:1l fraternity, has by ~n­
ergy and skill attained a large popularity and practice. 

Other lawyers who have co1ne into public service are 1\1:essrs. 
Geo. W. and Le~ Riddle, T. (J. l\1artin and J. B. Keith. The 
first na1ned began in Granbury as a grocery 1nerchant and after 
several years was ad1nitted to practice la\v, and in 1890 elected 
county judge, which office he has held ever since. Lee Riddle 
ca1ne to the county soon after his brother, was elected county 
attorney in 1888, and in 1890 he and his partner, "r. (). l\1artin, 
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were elected to the house of representatives, where both display­
ed their talents in the service of their district in a 1nanner cred i ! -
able to then1sel ves and pleasing to their 1nany friends. l\'lr. 11:ir­
tin is a son of Frank :\iartin, one of the earl v settlers who nov1 
resides at Glen Rose. This fa1nily of Martins are the sa1ne re­
ferred to in a fonner chapter, and the oldest brother and leadin~~ 
character an101ig the1n, J. J. (Uncle Baldy) :\iartin, died durin~ 
the year 1895, and with hi111 passed a,vay another noted land-
1nark of our pioneer life. 'fhe present county attorney, J. B. 
Keith, grew up fro111 childhood in our county. He was appoint­
ed to this office in r 892 upon the resignation of R. C. Milliken 
and elected the sa1ne year for the te:111 follO\\'ing, and again in 
1894. ~Ir. Keith is a young lawyer of good ability. The two 
Reeder brothers, Hugh Cooper and A.b Keith, jr., are young law­
yers of a111bition and pro1nise only recently ad1nitted to practice. 

CHAPTER LIX.- CONTEl\fPORARV REPRESENTATIVE l\lEN OF 

THE COUNTY, AND SOME OF OUR PRESENT OFFICIALS 

-A \iVORTHY GROUP OF BAPTIST MINISTERS­

PROHIBITION ELECTIONS-'f'HE NEWS . 
• 

\Vith a general vie,v of a fe,v 111en of our present ti1ne through­
out the county, \\?e conclude the personal feature of our work .. 
. Among those who have served as county co1n1nissioners are J. T. 
Shiriey; Ed Aiken, Ballard vVohlford, John Conway anci S. P. 
Snider on the East of the Brazos, John W. Jones, John Sargent, 
Nath Davis, .A. J. Dodson and j. L. C. Long on west side; and 
besides these are such other representative 1nen as W111. ..t\.iken, 
the Lipan 1nerchaut, Patton Cogdill, vV. R. Cook, Ras Umphress, 
E. E. \Valls, J. B. Mitchell, Isaac Moore, C. H. Bostick, M. Kell 
and sons, B. \V. Ca1np, Elijah Row, Tom Wood, Polk Harriss, 
E. A. Moore, W. H. Butler, B. S. Baccus, C. L. D. Landers, S. 
G. Herring, Charley Richards, F. M. Ryburn, L. E. Rhodes, 
John Cherry, Pleas and John S1nith, Win. Jackson, A. Lanhan1, 
Hen A.nderson, G. \V. Hunter, San1 Bell, the Hohnes brothers, 
Sain .A.nnstrong, J. S. Mitchell, Has Hargrove, G. A. Bradley, 
the Davidson brothers, the Guiles brothers, vV. J. Deaver, A. P. 
Bowers~ D. E. Watkins, the Mcllroys, the Snelsons, A. P. Green, 
F. G. Le\vis, the Dahneys, the Scotts, the Willia1nsons, the 
Blevins, W. J. Collier, the Poe brothers, the Bartons, the Cash 
brothers, W. G. Langley, an<l D. W. McDonald, formerly one of 
our citizens and now living across the line in Parker. Some of 
these 111en 1night be appropriately classed with our early pioneers. 
They are all representative fanners and stockmen, and of their 

. past much of interesting detail might be written as parcel of our 
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nistory, but time and opportunity has not been favorable to sev­
erally interviewing each and all of the111. 

Ballard \iVohlford ,vas no1ninated by the den1ocrats in 1892 and 
elected to the house of representatives, \Vhere he served one tenn 
with intelligence and credit. 

Since Dr. D. K. Turner held the office of county treasurer, 
this otfice has been successi\'ely held by P. H. 'rhrash, Jas. H. 
Doyle, H. J. Kerr, G. \V. Landers, A .. J. Pearce and the present 

·incu111beut, J. \V. Yantis. These in.en are now a1nong the busi­
nes:; 1nen of Granburv. 'fhe offices of countv and district court 

J J 

clerk are now filled by Phil Jackson and 1'. j. Willia1ns, who 
were first elected to their respective offices in 1890, and each suc­
ceeding election since, \vhich fact is sufficient evidence of their 
worthines~. Mr. Jackson 1nay be said to be one of our pioneer 
settlers, as he has been in this and S01nervell county since his 
boyhood; has engaged in school teaching; \Vas the first tax as­
sessor of So1nervell county, wherein he resided at the date of its 
organization; \Vhile Mr. \Villia111s ca111e to Hood ,vhen a s1nal1 
boy ·"vith his father~ l~. \V. \Villiatns, about 1866, and with hi . .; 
father, 1nay also be cailed early ti1uers. G. W. vVilliatns is 110,v 

a citizen of Palo Piuto, and ,vas al ways esteetned one of our first­
class fanner citizens. J. W. Yantis, treasurer, had been prior to 
his election, among the leading 1nerchants of 'rhorp Spring and 
Granbury• and a 1nost reliable gentleman. Ira l\tlillington , f 
Robinson creek has held the office of countv snrYevor for several ., ., 

ter111s and is a 1nost reiiable and skilled snrvevor. 
.I 

l\. gruup of worthy Baptist ministers, w·ho haYe been long res-
ident citizens, preaching to the various communities of this and 
adjoining connties for 1nany years, and at the san1e ti1ne carrying 
on their farn1s, and in all the relations of citizen and neighbo1, 
living faithful aud consistent lives, are Revs. S. L. 'rarrant, W. 
L. Rogers, B. J~ Carter, N. Barker, E. Blanton, N. \:"'. Groon1, 
Wm. Campbell and J. W. Watson; son1e adhering to the Prin1-
itive and sotne to the Missionary Baptist church. 

Our county, since the adoption of the local option article in 
our state constitution, has held several elections on the question 
of prohibition of the liquor traffic. The first election in 1876 
proved abortive, owing to irregularities, and enforce111ent was 
not atte1npted. Other elections for the entire county \Vere held 
March I 1th, 1882, resulting in favor of prohibition; an<l on Sept. 
8th, 1883, an election to <letennine \x..~hether or not prohibition 
sho1tld longer continue, also resulted in favor of prohibition, the 
vote at each of the elections being close. _i\t the state election 
in 1887, after months of intense excite1nent during a 1nost spir­
ited campaign, wherein the friends of each side see111erl to he so 
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arrayed against each other as to cause 1nany to think the bitter­
ness of feelings \vould re1nain for years, prohibition \\rithin our 
county again carried b_f a considerable 111ajority. So again in 
I 895., after a spirited resistance in the courts bv injunction pro­
cess, another election \V..tS !leld, \\rith a result si1nilar to the for­
n1er, thus it 1nay be said that the senti1nent of our people so oft­
en expressed at the polls is ui1questionably in favor of prohibi­
tion. 'fhough the elections have resulted as above sho,vn, yet it 
nn1st not be nnderstood that the traffic in liquor has not prevaileJ 
during all this period since the election of 1882. 'fhe la\\-' has 
not at all ti111es received recognition and been respected by those 
engaged in the traffic, who have usnaliy found defects in the 
1nerhods by which it \Vas atte111pted to be put in operation suffi­
cient to enable them to evade its force. 

In A.pril 1886 Je1f D. Ballard, a very live young man, started 
a \\7t·ekly paper at Granbury, under the title of HThe Granbury 
New:;," and by enterprise and vin1 soon obtained for it both a 
good circL1lation and ad\·ertising patronage. But he was soon 
succeede<l in this paper by E. T. Bailey, who in turn was suc­
ceeded in Septe1nber 1887 by the present proprietor and manag­
ing editor, Frank Gaston, anc1 the Granbury Ne,vs has ever since 
been published ,vith that intelligent business energy, which has 
brought it to be a1nong the leading country journals of the state. 
The coltunns of the Ne\vs have been well guarded against those 
unclean paragraphs that s01netimes mar the excellence of country 
papers~ and render them of doubtful good. On the other hand, 
the Ne\vs' colun1ns have at all tin1es been replete with matter, 
both in its strong and finn editorials and its correspondence de­
part111ent, calculated to protnote good n1oral and educational sen­
tin1ent, and to develop the agricultural interests and resources of 
our county. The Ne,vs has been a strong advocat~ of improve­
tnent in our stock, and to it is due the credit for the 1nany dis­
plays of fine breeds of stock so oftt:n of late years on our streets 
at Granbury, inspiring en111latio11 and higher devet)pn1ent of this 
industry, for ,vhich our county is so well adapted. Many other 
equally itnportant n1easures in the tnaterial and 111oral develop-
1nent of our county recieved their first encouragement and advo­
cacy in the N e\\'S. If these historical sketcht.:s of our county af­
for<l n1atter of interest or in~truction worthy of perpetuation, let 
the reader give credit to Mr. Gaston of the News for having first 
suggested and urge<l its un<lertak1ng. 
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CHAPTER LX-OUR SCHOOL LANDS-FINANCIAL CONDITIONS­

DES'fk.UCTIVE STOl:C\1 ON FALL CREEK-CONCLUSION. 

~he neglected condition of our schooi funds recieved the at­
tention of the co111111issioners' court in 1883, when at its Feb­
ruary ter1n they appointed a com1nittee to investigate as to ho,v 
1nuch land had been located and what part, if any, was . in con­
flict with other counties ; this co1n1nittee was authorized to e111-
plov the services of an expert. The developtnents following, 
occasion~d County Judge Duke, acting under the direction of his 
court, to exatnine the land office records, where he ascertained 
and reported in Dece1n her of the sa1ne year, that the county had 
less than two leagues of her lands patented and ready for patent 
in the several counties of Erath, Eastland, Palo Pinto and 'fay­
lor, and that we, \Vere still entitled to have allotted to our school 
fund two leagues and 210 acres, aggregating 9,o66 acres, for ,vhich 
the Com1nissio11er of the Land Office allotted leagues No. 28 au.I 
29 and 210 acres of 27 in Hockley county, thus it appears thLlt 
the countv was financiallv secured in her landed school fund. 

~ ~ 

'These lands have all been sold and the funds arising and col-
lected frotn the sales have been invested in court house anJ j:dl 
bonds bearing 6 per cent. interest, while there yet re1naius 1nauy 
outstanding purchase 1noney notes bearing usually 10 per cent. 
interest ; and it is possible that in son1e cases lands have, or ,vill 
revert blck to the county by reason of defalcations in pay111euts. 
·rhe county's financial condition since the adopting of the pres­
ent constitution has gradually improved till her scrip issued upon 
the various funds is so protn Jtly met as to bring it ,~irtually up 
to par. The indebtedness, which include.; outstanding s~rip, the 
several jail, court house and bridge bonds, atnounts to approxi-
1nately $50,000, which is largely held by onr own school fund, 
and the revenues are atnple to meet current expenses and pro­
vide a sinking fund. \Ve have t,vice been visited by the stnall 
pox pestilence, once in 1884 and again in 1895, in both instances 
the cases originating near the saine locality, and were by pro111pt 
quarantine measures prevented fro1n spreading. 

In l\Iay 1891, the lower Fall ~reek settle1nent was visited b~­
the 1uost destructive stonn known in our history. It first struck· 
the house of :\1r. Lee Rhodes, and being on Sunday evening, 
when a nu1nber ,_of people happened to be there, this was the 
point of greatest and saddest datnage. Besides Mr. Rhodes and 
family, there were Z. M. Gibbs and family, Jatnes Car1nichael and 
fatnily, Po1n and Miss Della Cartnichael and \Vin. Carmichael's 
10 year olcr daughter and a preacher, Rev. Clardy. ()f these, the 
two Carmichael young ladies and an infant child 01 ~ir. Gibbs 
were killed, \vhile ~1rs. (~ibbs, their ten year ol<l girl, ~trs. 
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Rhodes and daughter, Nora, were seriously hurt, with other 
slight injuries, in the wrecking of the house, which w3s the work 
of an instant. Fro1n here the storn1 passed in a southeastern di­
rection, wrecking and injuring n1any ho1nes in its path, a1nong 
which were those of George Waltrip, Chas. Houston, the wido\\· 
Ca1npbell, lVIr. Brooks, J. F. l\'Ianley, A.lf Massey, Frank Berk­
ley ,i l\'1ack Henslee, Lowry l\lcPherson and G. W. 1\1cClnng ~ a 
boy in Johnson county was 111ortally wounded, l\1rs. McClung 
and ~irs. Berklev serioush~ hurt and other casualities to farn1 ., ., . 

property of a 111i11or character. 

CONCLLTSION. 

Ha\·ing 110,v finished in a 1nuch 1nore elaborate fonn than ,vas 
originally designed, 1n y story of the settletnent and progress of 
Hood county, which 1nay be regarded as fairly representative of 
the upper Brazos river counties of the state, and which, owing to 
the inperfect and finite character of all hu1nan undertakings, 
11111st fall short in tnany respects in the omission of interesting 
events and pro1ninent influential personages ; it retnains for me 
to ask pardou for unintentional wrongs or 01nissions, while I ex­
press 1ny thanks to the 111any ,vho have so kindly aid.ed me in the 
work by generous} y yielding 1ne information possessed by them, 
fron1 which the matters herein have been collected. I intended 
to 1nention these all by name, but as I proceeded I found that the 
sources and the persons consulted were so numerous as to render 
this i111practicable; their names 1nostly occur in these pages. I 
atn especially indebted to l\fessrs. A. and R. Clark for in1portant 
n1atter and data, and to Mr. Lee Clark for the entire chapter 
Xl_.,\:-1, wherein is given a most succinct history of A.dd-Ran, 
and to :.\Ir. Frank Gaston for the entire chapter L\l, as well as 
n1any paragraphs kindly supplied to other chapters, and for other 
useful aid to 1ne in the correction of inaccuracies. 

Now, let 111e tax the reader with a bit of personal experience, 
,vhich 111ay be accepted or rejected according to his or her temper. 
\Vhcn I came to Hood county, 25 years ago, and beheld the Bra­
zos river for the first tin1e, I thought it the 1uost beautiful stream 
I had ever looked upon : I have - since seen its angry surging 

· floods dash furiously against its rock-bound elbo~.vs, drowning all 
other voices in its roar: and again, at its lo,vest stages, when its 
gentle ripples 1nade nielody in the garden of nature. .And often, 
when business cares vexed the soul, I have repaired to its banks, 
\\·andered along its shores, forgetting the vexations of life in the 
charm~ it presented. ()n one of these occasions, while indulging 
alternately in a reverie of the past and in enjoy1nent of my sur­
roundings, r suddenly came upon a being, quite a stranger to me, 
and of fascinating aspect. I \\1as not at first sure, but on closer 
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observation, deter111ined it \\ as the forn1 of a fe1uale ; this 111ore 
than ever aba~hed 1ne, but with an effort I feigned an easy 1naaf_ 
ner as she accosted 1ne to kno\v why I ·was inYading her ~01nain-? 
Lawyer-like, I replied that I was ready to vtrify 111y .own· title, 
and turned to cross-questioning her as to her clai111 ; wheretipun 
she asserted that her do1nain \Vas vast enough to include · all the 
beautiful, the good and noble in the heavens and the earth ; and 
that she laid special clai1n to all the beauties and ro1nance of the 
Brazo;:; valley, which was held by prescription far -l?efond the 
ti1nes of the lVIonteztuuas, that she had 111aintained it thr.oi1gh all 
the past ages, and that never before had either ciYilized or sa\'­
age n1a11 disputed or questioned her right. '!'hat it was her spe­
cial delight to sojourn in the vicinity of Co1nanche Pea~, at 
whose base this noble· river winus in so 1nany graceful ~urves ; 
and now she began to indulge in praises of the Brazos so profuse., 
that I had no opportunity to put in a single word of appro\·al, 
which I would have done, till finally her voice see1ned to n1ello\v 
from the authoritative tone she at first en1ployed, into a rhythn1-
ical, low, yet to 1ne, strangely 1n uffie<i sounds, as she recited., 
what, fro1n as 1nuch as I could catch and co1nprt-hen<l of her lan­
guage see1ned to 1ne to be 

AN ODE ~ro THE BRAZOS. 

In droppings pure and white 
Thv fountain waters ·still, 

\Vhife rolling waves of light 
Thy heaving bosom thrill. 

O'er sparkling cascades graucl 
Thy saline waters pour. 

And wash the yielding sand 
Of I-4lano Estacauo. 

Then winding 'mid the shatles 
Of canyons dark and deep, 

Or traversing the glades. 
Thy glassy waters creep . 

• 
\Vhile on thy boson1 rides 

'I'he Indian's fleet canoe; 
'fhy ever swelling tides 

Reflect the ether blue. 

'Gainst mountains rugged side 
Thy raging waters foan1, 

< >r peacefully they glide 
'l\1id forests' darkened gloom. 

~ 

And through the cedar brake 
The wild deer finds his wav, 

His burning thirst to slake, · 
Beneath the hot uoonda v. 

And deep thy sturdy strea111 
The rocks have worn awav· - ' \Yhile in the sunset's heam 
Thy l~ughing waters play. 



Thy valleys rich with corn, 
Where turns the mellow loam, 

Resounds the echoing horn 
That calls the plowman home. 

From out the mystic years 
Of ages that are spent, 

Thou know'st some tale of tears. 
Some dark and sad event; 

Or may-hap thou hast blest 
Some happy scene of love, · 

\Vhere mortal relics rest 
Thou dost not chose to prove: 

In everlasting sleep, 
Where worms and fish have fed, 

Thy sacred secrets keep 
Beneath thy ancient bed. 

\Vhat e'er thy tales may be, 
Of combat, feast or love, 

While onward to the sea 
My thoughts thou hearest above. 

And e'er thy murmering voice 
Is hushed within the gale. 

Let this, ·my soul rejoice, 
My home is in thy vale. 

At last thy living stream 
Shall with the ocean foam 

Commingle, like a dream; 
True emblem of our own. 

And rising from the deep 
By sunshine's magic pow'r. 

Athwart the heavens sweep, 
The thirsty earth to show'r. 

'Tis thus the human stream 
It's turbid life shall cease, 

While from God's throne shall heam 
The light of joy and peace, 

To dissipate the gloom 
Where 'solves our mortal clay, 

And give e'erlasting bloom 
In God's eternal day. 

~ 
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Supplemental Sketch of Somervell County. 
----000:000----

Created by act of the Legislature in 187 5, this county ,vas or­
ganized out of about 200 square tniles of territory taken wholly 
fro111 Hooci. .A.t that ti1ne N .. A .. deCornnick was the Glen Rose 
justice of the peace, and probably officiated as the presiding jus­
tice of the first police court for the new county . 

. A.t the first election under the new constitution, J. H. Cham­
bers was elected county judge, J. H. Montgomery county and dis­
trict court clerk, John J. McCowan sheriff, Phil Jackson assessor 
of taxes, Scott Milan1 treasurer, Wm. G. McCatnant surveyor 
and J. S. Fairly, J. P. of the 1st precinct. 

Pro1ninent among the protnoters of the new coanty were, be­
sides the above na111ed, Maj. T. C. Jordan, Judge J. J. Matthews, 
Rev. J. N. Chandler, David McCoy, the l\Iartins, W. H. Barker, 
E . . r\. Gage~ \Vtn. Porter, S. H. Brov."u, J. T. Parker, I. S. Ma­
son, James \Vest, with n1an y others. Hon. A. J. Hart was then 
the representative in the Legislature, a resident of this territory, 
and may be presu1ned to have been in full sympathy with the 
111ovement, though as a fair representative man of the whole 
county of Hood, he took great care to ascertain that it met the 
approval generally of the people of the old county as well as the 
new. Maj. Jordan, wnose expenditures upon the Barnard •mill 
property were great, 1nade liberal grants to the public building 
fund in order to insure Glen Rose the county site, already indeed 
a certainty, as no other spot had any prospect of securing this 
favor. 

The history of the early settletnent has already been treated of 
in our sketches of the 1nother county. The narration of the or­
dinary events in official life would prove of little interest. In 
1893 tht: first courthouse suffered the fate of incendiary fire, so 
comtnon to 1nany of the courthouses of the State, and was re­
placed promptly by the present very handso1ne little building, 
which in its appearance and appointments does credit to the 
county. 

Let us proceed to the notice of a fe\\· of the men who have fig­
ured in public life, or in s01ne way contributed to the public good. 
J. J. Matthews, son of Dr. Mansil Matthews, accompanied his 
father to Texas in the same party led out from Tennessee by Da­
vid Crockett in 1836. This party of Tennesseeans consisted of 
about 100 1nen, s01ne of whom, like Dr. Matthews, had their 
fa1nilies with them, and in their train was some forty or fifty 



wagous. ;\fter crossing the 2'-Iississippi at ~Ien1phis, Crockett 
passing a111ong the ca1npers, bade each "'0111a11 and child and the 
1nen left with the1n an arfectionate fare,vell. 111ounted his noble 
bay charger, accoutered for battle, and waving his cap, halloed, 
i.• H urrat1 for .. rexas,'' as he galloped a way at the head of so1nt: 
sixty volunteers for the 'rexas ar1ny. Li.ttle did these spirited 
111en then think that t.hey were hastening to that sacrifice at tht 
. ..\la1110, so glorious! y re1ne1nbered at San J aciuto. 

Judge Matthews, then an eight-year-old lad, \Vas deeply i111-
pre~sed with the actions and bearing of this soldier leader. His 
own father, after settling his fan1ily in Red River county, hast­
ened on and joined Gen'l Houston, was 1nade anny surgeon, 
and was with Honston, attending upon his wounds, \Vhen ~anta 
.-\nna was bro11ght in a captive. Dr. Matthews, subsequent to 
independence, represented Red River county in the 1st congress 
and in the constitutional conYention. He also served as presi­
dent of the boar J of l.u1d cununissioners of that cuuntv. I)r . . VI. 

J 

Matthe·ws was trulv a 'fexan. since he had lived and served the .. 
public in son1e of the capacities for which his broad 111ind was 
adapted in ahuo;t every locality, having spent s0111e of his ti111e 
in our territory. He died at the age of 85 years, in \Vise county. 
Judge Mattile\VS had no doubt received as an heritage front his 
father 1na11y of the qualiti;:.-; which designateJ hin1 a1nong his 
felll)W!i as a trusty connsellor in his after life. Before he ·was of 
age he served a;· deputy sh~riff and subsequently held the office 
of justice 

1
of the peace in both Tarrant and Cook conn ties. He 

1narried in Grayson county a :;i~ter of l)r. Scott and Ben Milatn, 
who, too, belonged to a uotej fan1ily of earl:; 'rexans. :\1atthews 
settled near Buchannan about 1861, and in r 86~ re1noved to the 
west of the Brazos, •Where he has since re1nained. I-le succei:ded 
J ~1dge Cha1nbers~ the first county judge of So1nervell county, and 
has been the irictunbent of this 1nost i1nportant o.fice for six 
tern1s; first, front 1878 to 1885, and again fron1 1888 to 1895-12 
years of service, or 1nore than half the period of its existence to 
the present titne. He is a 111an of sound jndg1nent, equani111ity 
of tetnper and deep sytnpathies~ and has been, perhaps, the 111ost 
popular 1nan of S01nervell county. 

J. N. Chandler, a 1ninister of the Baptist church, first settled 
in: Hood county soon after the war. He had been a gallant offi­
cer in the Confederate anny fro111 Carolina, and ca111e here with 
that ~ronp of 1ne11. \Vho at this date s,velled the population of our 
.\.cton c )Un try. Rev. Chandler has al,vays been a popular and 
influential tnan, has preached throughout an extensive region of 
country, anJ is quite widely kno,vn. He settled on Squa,,· creek, 
near G-len Rose, ahout the tin1e of the or~anizatioa of Sotnervell 
county, and thereafter hecanh." aa inflth.·nti:.ll Ltctor in the affairs 



of the ne\v county. He had a111bition and fondness for ·legisla­
tive honors, and after re1noving to Bluff Dale was, in r892~ elect­
ed as the de1nocratic no1ninee to represent the county of Erath in 
the Legislature. 

Elias Chandler-brother to J. N .-ca1ue about the sa111e ti1ne, 
and after serving the people of Son1ervell as sheriff, he too re-
111oved to Bluff Dale, where the two are still residing, and both 
ar~ 111e11 of high repute and- extensive acquaintance. 

J. H. Mon tgo1nery, the first clerk of the courts of So1nervell 
county, w1~ :i f.1ithful and efficient officer. He died many years 
ago. 

J. J. :\1cCowan, the first sheriff, was also well liked by all who 
knew hLn, and has been quite pro1uinent in this county. He has 
served in oth~r pttblic and private trusts and in all acquitted him­
self with satisfaction to those concerned. 

I)r. Scott l\filan1 is atnong the old settlers of Glen Rose, hav­
:ng practiced 1nedicine and engaged in the drug bu~iness here for 
1nany year<;. He served as county treasurer three terms, and has 
al w .iys 1nainta:·.1~j himself as a popular and trustworthy man in 
all of his relations. His brother, B. R. l\1ilatn, came to S01ner­
ve 1l county several yea1s ag-o and is a 1nerchant of energy and 
affluence. 

Hon. ~\.. J. Hart was elected county judge in 1884 and served 
two tenus. \Ve have heretofore had 1nuch to say of 1,lr. Hart. 
~ o n1an in the county has stood fairer in the esteen1 of his 1nany 
friends than he. 

Judge . .\tnos Saddler was elected county judge in 1894. He is 
a \Vcll known representative leader in his county and a close scru- · 
tinizer into the econo1nic 1n:1.nage1nent of the county's affairs. 

The clerk's office has been held-the first two tern1s by Mont­
go111ery, then three terms by J. W. Kinkaid, four by J .... .\. Hatn­
berlin, and is now in possession of l\1r. Wtn. Shields. All three 
have been clever men and after son1e experience proved efficient. 

Besides those already 1nentioned who have been sheriff, are G. 
14. Booker, who resigned before the end of his tern1; Wm. F. 
Reaves, who served three tertns and by all regarded as a most ex­
cellent officer ; M. E. Currie, who served one term and was also 
deen1ed an efficient sheriff, and the present incu1nbent, Mr. W. 
14. Shoffner. 

Besides Dr. :\Iila111, the county treasurer's office has been held 
hy B. F. Duggan several tenns. He beca1ne unfortunately in­
volved and \Vas sued upon his bond after retiring; J. M. Mont­
gotnery \Vas county treasurer three tertns, and was succeeded by 
the present incu1nbent, W. T. Greshatn. 

The office of assessor has been occupied since Phil Jackson's 



ter111 by (;.eo. W atersou, H. F. A. ustin, J ohu Ha111 berliu, J acksou 
Sullivan, Sa111'l Wilkinson and the present incu111bent, W. R. 
Kell,· . . 

The county has seldotn appreciated the need of a county attor-
ney, and few have been the aspirants for this office. Capt. J. J. 
Farr, for a long time the sole lawyer resident within the county, 
has so1netimes held this office, but usually he set:tned to find 1nore 
consolation in appearing in the courts upon that side to which the 
courts were bound to concede the tnost agreeable side of the rea-
sonable doubt. · 

Dan Car1nichael also c~:;ayel t.:> nold the orlice of prosecuting 
attorney and succeeded in fighting his way into sotne notoriety. 
Others have atte1npted the duties of county attorney here, but 
most of them, after sotne sad experiences, have retired for want 
of convicting verdicts. 

Most of the litigation which has ~ccurred has been upon the 
civil dockets, and the county treasury has not betn drawn beav­
il y upon by reason of expensi \"e trials. 

Other gentle1ne11 whose natnes appear herein have held ituport­
ant trusts 1n the county, and 1na11y of the111 have been county 
co1nmissioners and justices of the peace. Regretful that I a1n 
not in possession of such facts as would enable 1ne to be 1nore ex­
plicit with respect to the events connected with these and many 
other prominent men of So1nervell county, I close this subject 
with the observation that this 1s, perhaps \\1ith the exception of 
Delta, tpe smallest of the Texas counties. 

Glen R~se, on the Pal.uxy and quite near its confluence with 
Squaw cr~k and the Brazos, has around it broad valleys of deep 

-fertility, bounded with rugged cliffs, where the evergreen cedar 
growth gives the 1nost enchanting views. Here are hundreds of 
everflowing artesian we.lls, obtained at depths varying fro1n 80 tQ 
300 feet, furnishing to the happy inhabitants an abundance ot 
healthful water, and inviting strangers to sojourn and be revived. 

The pride of Glen Rose and Sotnervfll county is The Glen 
Rose Collegiate Institute, organized and chartered in 1889, largely 
through the efforts of J. J. Martin, Rev. A .. S. Carver and 'r. 0. 
Martin. It is under the control of Trinity presbytery of the 
Presbyterian church, which pays the salary of the Superintend­
ent of the Institute. .-\ large three-story building and six acres 
of land has been donated to it by the citizens of Glen Rose, who 
have felt its moral and intellectual effects. The first board of 
trustees elected•were: H. S. Little, D. D. Denison ; Rev. A. S. 
Carver, Glen Rose ; Rev. B. T. McClellanl, Brownwood; B. R. 
Milam, Glen Rose; Rev. W. B. Riggs, Dallas, and T. 0. Mar­
tin, Glen Rose. 


