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~rs. ':frank ':fowler Bl/ram 





'JoreworJ 
The study of the American Civil W.ar proves :flasc:inating fur many people. 

Soo.ner or later most of those inter,ested persons focus ,their main interest and 
attention around a few ,events which took place during that great national con
flict. The author of .this booklet has done the same. 

This booklet deals chiefly with the account of the Johnsonville .battle of 1864 
with some tr.eatm.ent of the ,battles of Lexington and Parkers Cross Roads, the 
skirmish at Beec...li Creek, these engagements havu.n.g occurred in West Tennessee. 
The author has ;endeavored ,to locate data concerning all ·fuur engagements, giving 
a more detailed explanation of them than has usually been g,iven in other works. 
The Official Records of the war and primary sources have been consulted in 
o;rder to present a true coverage of the subjects involved. 

'Iihis booklet is intended to serve a role, that of preserving c·ertain intereg;ting 
war data for posterity. And, with this thought the author eX!tends this treatm,ent 
to the ,pub1ic fox examination and use. 





During the trying months of 1861 the Tennessee Confederate government 
attempted to establish several forts and supply depots .along the banks of :the 
Tennessee River, particularly near the Tennessee-Kentucky border. Presumably 
these places of fortification would help ~heck the advance o.f the F,edeiial armies 
into the state. But during the disastrous spring campaign of 1862, Forts Donelson 
and Henry fell, and .as a result the Fedecr:-al fore.es with their navies, had an open
ing thr,ough which they eould penetl4ate deep into the Confederacy. 

Along with the other forts which fell w-er,e Fort Heiman and th-e t·wo minor 
grolL.11.d forts near Reynoldsburg ·in Humphreys County, Tennessee. Fort Heiman 
\V.as used during the following years by the Federals but had be.en abandoned by 
them shortly be.£ore the winter of 1864. This military position had an interesting 
history. Early 1in 1861 Governor Ishan1 G. Harris ordered General Daniel S. 
D,onelson to select sites along the T,ennessee and Cumberland Rivers which wer":e 
favorably situated for f·orts. The work of Fort Heiman began 10 May 1861 under 
the supervision of Colonel Adolphus Heiman and his soldiers. The n.ew foTt was 
hence named F;or.t Heiman in honor of its -chief builder. By October of the same 
year the fortifications there were still quite incomplete; how.ever, about four 
hundred m-en under CoJonel R. W. M-cGavock were stationed there. The com
mander of the Wes.tern D-epartment of the Confederacy, General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, sent troops to finish the construction of Fort H-eiman. but it was still 
pitifully weak by the last of October. 

For.t Heiman was located in Kentucky and directly opposite it, in Tennessee, 
there w,as another fortification, Fort H-enry. About a dozen miles away to the 
west was a m.or-e substantial fort. It had been established on the Cumberland 
River, Fort Donelson. It had been established by Lieutenant-Colonel Jeremy F. 
Gilm-er, C. S. A. This fort was a very extensive one, making a circle of the area 
which included the little hamlet of Dover, Tennessee. It was at Dover that the 
railroad bridge over which ran the trains from Bowling G·reen and Columbus 
crossed. Everything, it seemed, depended upon these fortifications :being .erected 
and fully manned and yet through pros,crastination and indecision the Conf.eder
ates did not prepare sufficiently and were to pay for this folly in the cold, iiainy 
days of F:ebru:ary 1862. The Federal commander, Ulysses Simpson Gr.ant, was 
g.ranted permission by General H. W. Halleck to open an offensive campaign into 

Tennessee. 

On the sixth day of February 1862, Forts H,eiman and Henry fell to .the 
enemy. Fort Heiman had been abandoned by the Confederates and its forces 
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joined with the o,thers at Fort H·enry. The Federals had no .trouble occupying 
this location. Feder.al Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Miller was told that Confederates 
were skirmishing near Conriad, Kentucky, and also at Fort Heiman, on 13 Feb
ruary. He took two battalions with his two sub-ordinates, Hill and Herndon, and 
rode to Fort Heiman; he -entered the road about four miles from the fortification, 
encountered the ,Confederates, but had to fall back westward. Captain Stock's 
company fought in the r,ear and on the riidge, where the Confederates w.ere try
,mg to hold ,ground, and numbering two hundred soldiers, they fell again to the 
enemy. This was the last primary Confederate attempt to recover Fort Heiman 
until No·vember 1864. 

General Grant was determined to take Fort Donelson. Befoil"e moving his land 
forces to a seige he sent Federai gunboats to bombard the fort; this occurred about 
noon of the twelfth. The engagement of that day was between the F,ederal gun
boat, the U. S. S. S. Corondelet and the fo~t batteries. Again, on the thirteenth and 

fourteenth more heated engagements ensued. Grant had wired General Halleck 
that he would take Fort Donelson on the eighth and then return to Fort Henry. 
He did not -make his statement bear. In this boat-fort fighting the Federals suff
ered heavy ilo.sses while the Confederates had relatively few deaths. There were 
two ·water ;batteries and below these were lo,cated rifle pits, facing the river. The 
eight-.inch howitzers spurted forth their deadly cannon balls and other metal 
projectiles, resounding through the air with a great noise. 

On the first day of the bombardment General Grant with fifteen thousand 
troops embarked (with two divisions) for Fort Donelson, several days late accord
ing to a former estimate.1 By noon of the saine day so.me of these troops were 
within two miles of their o:bjective. Spasmodic firing began, of course, and on the 
filfteenth the Conf.ederates under Generals ,Gideon J. Pillow and Simon B. Buck
ner, attacked :tftle Feder.al's right flank iand forced it back along Wynn's Ferry 
Ro.ad. F,ed&al General Lew Wallace's troops drove the Confederates back. During 
-the night of the fifteenth it was decided by the ,Confederate commanders to sux
render the for.t. They attempted to negotiate terms with -General Grant and that 
officer refused to do so and returned his now-famous answer, "Unconditional 
surrender." Therefure, with ,no m.ean dissension ·in the ranks of the Confederates 
the fort w,as surrendered at daylight of February .sixteenth. During that very cold 
night a hold young Confed:er.ate offic.er, Na.than Bedford For.rest, head of a cavalry 
.~oup, led his fore.es through the backwaters to safety. Others who could do so 
went with him. Although it is hard to judge at such a distance in time, historians 
generally believe that the fort's commanders miscarr.ied .in their duties. The Con
federacy paid dea.ru.y for its procrastination. 

With solid ,grief the Confederates under Johnston's command retreated to 

1 Official Records, Series I, Vol 4, p. 124. 
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Corinth, Mississippi. It ,vas a great loss; .losing .these forts and sever.al thousands 
of troops :to the enemy. N:ashville fell later that month, defeat :was met at Shiloh 
in April, Island Number Ten in May, and Memphis in June. At the close of the 
suinmer all of West Tennessee was under control of the Federals. 

BelO\\r Fort Heiman on the Tennessee RiveJ:" ,the Feder.ails immediately gained 
control of two rather insignifkant f,orts, called Johnsonville. Besides being used 
as an arsenal, troops vr-ere stationed there to protect the United States military 
interests :and to help wit..h. the steamboats which came down .the river carrying 
much needed supplies. These w,ere often tr1an.sferr,ed to the railroad at Johnson
ville and distributed by such means throughout strategic points in the South. 

For over two and a ha:lf years the Federals had an important center at 
Johnsonville. Indeed by the fall of 1864 it was considered a most important ars,en
al .and depot, by the Federal and Confederiate governments. From Johnsonville 
millions of supplies we.re being sent to GeneraJ William T. Sherman who was 
operating against the -Confederacy. At this time the Federal t!ioops stationed. at 
Johnsonville were made up of the Forty-third "\-Visconsin Volunteers (seven 
hundred men); detachments of the Twelfeth, ':Dhirteenth, and One Hundredth 
United Strates Lnfantry; quart0r-masters employees ( eight hundred m,en). Also 
in storage at the depot were a sordid collection .of items of clothes, hoots, scores 
of barreled whiskey, gunpowder, f~earms of all descr.iptions, etc. 

In 0-ctober 1864 Natha ... 11. Bedford Forrest, who had ,become ,a Gener.al and was 
the famous cavalry le1ader in Tennessee, had be€n operating around the ,ar,ea of 
J,ackson, Tennessee. By .the t\venty-fourth of October Gen&ial Forrest was ord
ered to destroy t.11.e depot at Johnsonville. Certain that he would not be followed 
and harassed by the Federals from Memphis o,r Clifton, he started for Joih.nson
ville. Thus was launched one .of the most famous and div,ersified of General 
Forrest's wartime experiences. 

General Abraham Buford, under the command :of Forrest, had started for 
Johnsonville 1a little ,earlier than his commander. Tihis .able. soldier led his men 
almost without incident to Fort Heiman. He had brought with him ,two valuable 
tw,enty-pound Parrott guns. The Confederates established themselves, with tem
.or:ary headquarters at F-ort Heiman which by that .tL.~e had almost .been reclaimed 
by nature. Bell's .t~o,ops were stationed at Paris Landing, five miles away. This 
soJdier was also a sub-ordinate of General Forrest. 

No sooner had the Confeder:ates settled themselves iat the fort than four 
Federal steamboats rounded the bend in .the riv.er but the troops were ordered 
to hold fire on the :boats so ,that their position would not be r,evealed. It was 
no easy inhibition for the boys in the ,gray v,ho hid in the bushes, .and behind 
old fortifications at the fort. The following day the .steamboat, Mazeppa, from Cin
cinnati ca:rne into view below the fort. This tin1-e the Confederates ·wasted no ,time 



1n ·pouring the shell to the boat, which they damag.ed so .badly that its crew ran 
her to the opposite shore and then escaped through the ·woods. A brave young, and 
nude, Confederate swam acr.oss the river usmg a log, landed on the ·M,azeppa and 
claimed her for the Confederacy. 

Meantime the Confederates :£eeling hunger gnaw at their ibodi-es and realiz
ing their horses needed nourishment, too·, they soon began ito devise ways in 
which t.o secure rood and supplies; their rations w.ere running low. As was 
necessary, several soldiers made rtading parties in which they took what they 
needed and apparently some more added to that, from c-ivilians ,in Humphreys 
and Benton counties. J'erry Thompson lost fodder and corn, while Nicolas Brewer 
lost sixteen gallons of molasses, men's clothing, a saddle, corn and fodder, and 
to top it off, a ,mare. Alfred G. Farrar lost two mules, corn and fodder. John 
Allen's mare was taken from him. In many civilians of the area this action 
embedded deep hatred and resentment :towards Farr.est 1and his m,en.2 

On the th.iritieth the steamboats Undine, Venus, and the J. W. Cheeseman 
came steaming down the .river and met a steady shelling from .the Confederates. 
The Undine badly damaged managed to escape while the Venus passed by, but 
both turned around and were captuTed. The unfortunate J. W. Cheeseman was so 
battered .and torn it wias immediately taken over by the enemy. On the thirty
first General Forrest arrived on the scene. At once he w1as amused at the sight 
he beheld, two Feder.al steamboats manned by Confederate soldiers! Seeing this 
he decided on a small scale Confederate Tennessee Riv.er Niavy. Such a grand 
plan had he .been able to carry it through. The J. W. Cheeseman was burned, 
while the Mazeppa, V:enus, iand Undine were repaired. Setting sail -they stopped 
at Danville to do ;the necessary r!epair work. For several days rain had fa1len in 
the area and to. further 1aggr.avate the soldiers the November air began ,to chill. 
But this did not deter the jolly "Rebs" in their labors, 1ex,cept for having to- pull 
cannon and weapons over ,th•e muddy roads a little harder than usual. 

In ,the late afternoon of Novem1ber first the three steamboats, manned by 
Confedenate soldiers, launched their j:ourney for Johnsonville several m·11es down 
the riv.er. The foot soldiers .and ,cavalry me.a."1 traveled along the banks. As would 
be expected under such nov-el circumstances the men were much pleased and 
thoroughly enjoyed .their situation. S.ix miles from Johnsonville -the Venus and 
U.ndiine met ,the Federal steamboats, K:ey West and Tawah and did battle with 
them. The V.enus was almost immediately banked and captured, the Mazeppa 
soon met a similar fate. Losing .these boats was a ,genuine :loss to Forrest; he had 
placed sever.al of his .guns and supplies for faster and easier transportation on 
the iboats. Yet he had .the Undine. 

By the third of November, Forrest and his forces and the remaining steamer, 

2 Rebel Claims. owned by the Benton County Historical Society, Camden, Tennessee. 
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Undine, reached a position two miles ,below Johnsonville, near Reynoldsburg. The 
Feder,als wer,e ·confident they had defeated the Confederates fo:r good :the day 
before. The Undine was J..n full view of the sever.al steamboats and barges at the 
Johnsonville dock. The "sailors" of the Undine taunted the Federal naviail com
mander, Lieutenant King, to ,give battle with three of his iboats, but the confused 
officer suspected foul play. And well he might! While this was going on Forrest 
started placing his men across the river from J ohn:sonvHle, this was in the 
bottom lands. He had the advantage of being .able to use the old Natchez Trace 
stage road which coursed its way through the bottoms. In the meantime action 
on the river was beg.inning to take place. The F,eder,al steamboats Moose, Br.:iJ.liant, 
Victory, Paw Paw, F1airy, Curlew, Key West, Tawah, ,::ind Elfin lined up for battle. 
They w,ere to engag.e the •lone Undine. The Confederates had lost the battle 
before it began, but for a few minutes they fought the other steamers; finally 
it was wedg,ed between two enemy boats, ,and its -commander, F.riank M. Gracey, 
had to set fire to the boat and ,escape overboard with his men. After this incident 
the ,F,ederals thought that they had run the "Rebs" away again. One wonders, 
how,ever, if the Federal commanders were so sure. 

General Forrest along with Captain John W. Morton (an artillery com
mander) clhnbed the high eminence overlo,oking the camps of their men in the 
river bottoms. It is now called Pilot Knob. From this vantage po.int the two men 
made plans for .the battle on the morrow. During the night of the third and in the 
wee, cold hours of the :£ourth, .artillery officers Morton, Thrall, and Walton placed 
their batteries along the bank of the river. 

ln the morning Johnsonville show·ed signs of much activity; this pleased 
the Conf.ederates. At two o'clock in the afternoon 1Forrest gave -command to fire. 
His ten heavy cannon fir.ed on the 1?0.ats .and barges at dock. The FederaJ.s were 
so surprised and ill-advised that while seeing his boats being struck Lieutenant 
King fir.ed his boats fur fear they would be captured by the enemy. Forr,es:t was 
having a fine time at Mortons battery. On one side of the river general havoc 
ruled w:b...i1e on the other side the "R-ebs" were having a good time. After con
centrating fire on the boats Foririest then. fired upon the warehouses and troops. 
One warehouse filled with liquor was struck, bursting numberless barrels of 
whiskey .and the "spirits" f1owed down the hill in full flame, rushing into the 
rrl.v,er. For over a mile along the bank a -continuous wall of flam·e 1bUil'liled very 
brilliantly. So surprised were the F·ederals that Ed King Branch, a quartermaster 
employee, later reported that th-ey hardly had time to run for shelter.3 

G-eneral Forrest had accomplished his mission. Before him w•ere the charr.ed~ 
ruins of Johnsonville and eve..-ri though the -enemy £.eared he would cross the river 
there was hardly cause for that because Forrest had done his duty. In this raid 
the Federals lost four gunboats, seventeen barges, fourteen steamboats, and about 

3 As reported by Ed King Branch's graudson, William C. lira1ich, to the author in UJ36. Branch reported that Forrest's strike 

was so sud<lP.n that thP. ·men at Johnsonville could not turn their cannon towartls the Coufederate forces. 
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ninety-five thousand tons of quartermaster stores.4 The best figures describing 
the .Federial losses at JohnsonviJ1e wer.e set at about two million, two hundred 
thousand dollars.5 One hundred .and filfty Federals were captured, white only nine 
Confederates lost their lives. 

By night Forr,est and his men had moved southward six miles, abl,e to march 
by .the light produced by the flames at .Johnsonville. The next day Forrest went 
back t.o look at what h.ad been accomplished and was accosted only iby some 
N,egro soldiers who were soon running with bu11ets peppering at ·their heels. Then 
Forrest and his men turned heels for Alabama and .eventually Brices Cross Roads. 

The Federal commander, General William T. She•rman, had good cause to 
wme ,General ·Grant 1n 'indignant wrath on the sixth: That devil.Forrest was down 
about Johnsonville, making havoc .among the gunboats and tr.ansports. 

What greater tribute could General Sherman bestow on General Forrest? 

The date was 18 December 1862. This day had begun like most for the weary 
soldiers, one of m,arching. 

Colonel Robert G. Ing.ersoll, cavalry leader under General Jeremiah C. 
Sullivan, was given orders to prev,ent Gener.al Nathan Bedford Fo~est from 
crossing wti.th his troops at the Tennessee River near Clifton, Tennessee. Forrest 
had already forded the r.iver and spent the night at Lexington. Colonel Ing,ersoll 
entered Lexington ·by the Clifton-D,ecaturville roads and there, near Shady F.Jll, 
Forrest charged the Federals; a fierce .battle ensued. 

Colonel Ingersoll and two Federal soldiers rode into Lexington on First 
Street, crossing Dr. .J. H. Howards office on Purdy Street, and thence to Muse 
Street. On one side of the latter was a deep gully, in it a .goodly number of women 
and children were crouched, having fled there when the fighting began anticipat
ing a worse battle .than actually ooow-red. A gallant Federal soldier ran .into the 
gully, placed a white handkerchief on the nozzle of hls gun, waving it vigorously 
in the air, thereby preventing bombing on the innocents. 

The Federals •were being defeated in good order. 6 Colonel Ingersoll r.an along 
the ]/Iuse Street gully and went on a long way and :to.ok refuge behind a house 
where he was captured. Then he was marched to the courthouse and later ex
changed. 

Some of the Negro slav,es during this hattle fled with the Federals. The old 
Pafford place served as a hospital for the wounded. One man recalled a dead 

4 Official Records, Series I, Vol. 3, p. 777. 
5 Ibid., Series I, Vol. 39, p. 860. 
6 Lexington Progress (3 FP.bruary 1933). C:at.alogued at. the Tennessee State Library. 
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Federal lying on the floor in that place with a -bullet wound in his forehead, 
and .a generous amount of blood flowing from the same. 7 One Confederate lieu
tenant fell during the heat of the battle; he had attempted to take a cannon 
planted .at the Clifton road where it jofa1s \vith the Decaturvi1le r:oad. Thiis was 
where the battle had first started. 

Gener.al Forrest had won the day. After General Sullivan learned what had 
happened at Lex,L.,:gton he wired headquarters: 

Jackson, December 18, 1862, 7:10 p.m. 
My cavalry was whipped at Lexington today. Colonel Ing-ersoll taken 
prisoner and section of 1artillery captured. The -enemy ar.e reported to be 
from 10,000 .to 20,000 and still crossing the river. The.y are now within 6 
miles of my outposts. I will try and find their number by daylight. 

Jer. C. Sullivan 
Brigadier General8 

Battle of Parkers Cross CJeoaJs 
Perhaps one of the most controversial military engagements held in West 

Tennessee w1as on the rolling farn1 lands at Parkers Cross Roads in Henderson 
County, located about eight miles north of Lexington, Tennessee.· 

The One Hundred and Twenty-Second Illinois Infantry arrived at Hunting
don, Carroll County, Tennessee in the evening of 2-9 December 1862. This group 
rode into Clarksburg about noon of the next day. The Federals under Dunnovan 
advanced on to Parkers Cross Ro.ads. 

General Nathan Bedford Forrest had traveled around north of Huntingdon, 
into McLemoresville during the night of the twenty-ninth and for .two days 
rested and then marched on to Parkers Cross Ro.ads. Early in the mo·rning of 
1 J,anuary 1863 General F.orrest and his forces were enjoyiP_g their breakfast 
on the wooded lo.ts of the Hiram Britt farm. Everyone seemed to be enjoying 
ihose pre-cious morsels of food when about eight-thirty the sentinel £-ired a shot 
from a hill situated near L11.e Britt dwelling, Up the soldiers went, grabbed. their 
guns, and hastened to the line of battle, north of Hicks field. The Federals under 
Dunnovan lined up south of Britts dwelling and towards the Trenton road. In a 
sho-rit time the cannon were .thundering on both sides, balls ripping through ranks 
of men J.eaving them mangled and dead. The smaller arms were being cons~tly 
used and at times all that could he seen were the colored streaks made by bullets. 
About eleven the Thirty-Ninth Iovva Infantry halted ,at the battle, being among 
the r.einforcements, situated themselves behind a fence. Twelve pieces of Con
federate artillery and a battery of about six guns on their right dashed them with 
fir,e. They misunderstood their orders and retreated but Colonel H. J. B. Cum
mings ordered them to a halt. They stood their ground, then, and fought with 

7 Lexington News (5 ~fay 1933. article by R. T. Smith). Catalogued at the Tennessee State Library. 

8 Official Records, Series I, Yol. li, p. 551. 
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their fellows, to the ultimate defeat .of the Confederates. Forrest fought bitterly, 
causing the Federals to .give .at strategic positions. Some of the Federals were 
cornered at Doctor Parker's house .and had just -beg-un to stack arms when Sulli
v.ans reinforcements were seen in the distance, coming at full charge. Fo~est 
could not cope w.ith fresh F-ederal troops, the day was almost spent (for pro-

long.ed battle purposes), about the hour of three, so he o.rdered retreat. Although 

in later years ·Gener.al :Sullivan did not talk much about this battle he wired his 

commander, ·Gener.al Gr.ant, in .a burst of ,enthusiasm soon after the engagement: 

We have achieved ia glorious victory.9 Considering the ,entire battle it was hardly 

a ".glorious victoJ."y," but the F,ederals did tak,e about four hundred prisoners, over 

five hundred horses, six heavy ,guns, plus small arms, weapons :and teams. The 

Confederates suffered a genuine loss, the death of Colonel Napier, one of Forrest's 

aides-de-camp. Captain John I. Rinaker, C. S. A., was slightly wounded. 

Casualties of the F·ederals w,ere likewise impressive: 

Federal Losses at Parkers Cross Roads 

Groups Killed Wounded Missing 
1 officer 

11th Ill. Cav. 1 enlristed man 1 8 enlisted m,en 

18th Ill. Inf. 5 
1 officer10 2 officers 

122nd Ill. Inf. 15 enlisted men 48 enlisted men 15 enilisted men 
1 officern 2 officers 

50th Ind. Inf. 3 enlisted men 39 enlisted m.en 16 enlisted men 
4 officers 

39th Iowa Inf. 3 enlisted men 29 enlisted men 11 enlisted -men 

27:th Ohio Inf. 2 -enlisted men 

39th Ohio Inf. none reported 

63:rd Ohio Inf. none reported 
1 officer 

7th Wis. Battery 3 enlisted men 7 ,enlisted men 12 enliisted men 

Why this battle, so hard fought and bloody, has heen so lightly treated in 
annals dealing with military engagements in the W-estern Depa,rtment is simple in 
explanation. One reason being that 1General Forres.t and his men did not like to 
concede defeat, F·ederal officer, Dunno.van, was beaten by his foes all day .and 

9 Official Records, Series I, Vol 17, p, 552. 
10 This was Lieutenant Pleasant L. Bristow. 
11 This was Lieutenant Daniel J. Dean. 
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did not like to admit this, and Colonel SuLlivan, despite his exuburant declara
tion to General Gr,ant, was not "on the spot" when he should have been. 

Tihere has remained .a human interest story concerning this batt1e iand it is 
w0irth r,elating. The pl,antation of Peter Pearson, a prominent Henderson Coun
tian, was located only a short distance from the sc,ene of the battle. People m the 
neighborhood ran for cover when the battle began, but there were thTee advent
urous boys out to 1ook upon a battle, two of them w•ere little Negro slaves, one 
of them was Peter Pearson's son, John called "X". These boys perched them
selves :in a position where they could view .the conflict. V,ezy soon they had a 
taste of the battle. In the distance an officer saw the 'boys through a pair of 
binoculars and perhaps thinking them spies, order,ed ,that they be fired upon. 
Chubby "X" and his two Negro companions r.~ as -fast as they could away from 
the sc-eine, with bullets peppering all about them. Fortunately they ,arrived safely 
home. And, to add insult to injury, at dusk as the F,ederals w.ere marching past 
the Fearson house, thirteen year old "X" Pearson had to draw water for the 
thirsty "Yankees." It was a day he never forgo-t. 12 

Skirmis/,, at J3eec/i Creek 

Ho,rses' hoofs sounded along the dusty roads as Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll 
of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, left Jackson, Tennessee. It was the evening of 
16 December 1862. Along with Colonel Ingerso11 rode on section of Cap:bain Kidd's 
Fourteenth Indiana battery, led by Lieutenant McGuire; two hundred of the 
Eleventh Illinois Cavalry (Ingersoil's troops), who w.ere loo hy Lteutenant
Colonel M,eek. 

This group hav,ing traveled twenty-eight miles arriv,ed the next day at 
Le~ing,ton .and there were joined by Colonel Isaaic R. Hawkins of the Second West 
Tennessee, with two hundred 1and seventy-two men. 

At noon, .these •combined forces marched to B·e.ech Creek, about five miJ.es east 
of Lexington. Halting at this place Ingersoll sent Captain B-urbridge for:ward 
with one company to obtain .information .and 1locate, ,if possible, the person of 
Captain O'Hara who had been sent from Jackson into this area about four days 
before. 

The sun was beginning to 1ose its rad1ance when sometime after five o'clock 
in the evening the F,ederal troops forged and spotted upon inv,estigation, Confed
erate pickets. Captain Burbridge was ordered hack, slowly to Beech Creek. By 
then it was dark, 1and Colonel Ingersoll oa:-dered Lieutenant Fox of the Second 
w,est Tennessee to destroy ,the bridge that spanned the -er:eek, and to picket the 
road. This was one mile from Lexington. Luckily for the Federals two hundred 

12 Jolm I. Pearson ( "X .. ) a.nd others told of this eYent to the former·s neice, ::\Irs. Felix :\IcCamy Davis, of Lexington. Ten

nessee, and she to the author in 1955. 



so.lruers of the Fifth Ohio under an Adjutant arrived on the sc,ene. Lucky in. the 
sense of .increased nUi--nber.s, unlucky .in that these y,oung men 1w,er,e raw recruits 
many having never undergone the rigors of battle or ev,en a tho.rough military 
drill. 

There were tw.o roads .leading into Lexington, the stag.e road and one simply 
called the "lower" road. Lieutenant Fox destroyed the stag.e road bridge but left 
the one on the lower route. Along the p.ic~ets men sang, slept, and waited for 
the morning of the eighteenth which .came after so long a time. About daylight 
Major Funk•e -of the Eleventh Illinois advaz1ced along the stage road. Colonel 
Hawkins with two of his companies pressed to the low.er road. Majo,r Funke met 
the enemy after about four miles and fought hard, the Feder.als placing two can
non at the crossing of the cr,eek and Lieut,enant ·McGuire commanding them 
opened fire on th,e Confederates. Both sides suffered dearly. 

Co•1onel Ingersoll left Major Kerr and Captain Woods of the Fifth Ohio to 
pr:otect the stag,e CTossing. The Confederates were pressing .fu.eir enemies m stub
born fashion at the lower road bridge. The position was ·eventually taken by 
Colonel Ingersoll who sent Captain Hays of the Second West Tennessee into the 
hardest fighting; the forlorn captain and his men cam,e hack to Colonel Inger
son in rout. Captain Burbridge advanced, drove the Confederates !back and ,then 
the Federals had to surrender som,e of their conquered territory. The "Rebs" 
were closing in on the left 1and right flanks and •in desperation Colonel Ingersoll 
tri,ed to send for,th the Second West Tennessee but they too were repelled. The 
Federals rallied three times, the brave Lieutenant McGuire shouting orders, rush
ing into the thick of the skirmish, displaying himself in a soldierly manner. At 
the third assult the Confederates broke the F,ederals. There were about five 
thousand of the Confederate troops, the soldiers of Gener.al Nathan Bedford 
Forr,est. 

Colonel Ingersoll was captured, released later; the command fell to Colonel 
Meek of the Eleventh Illinois. The ·Confederates .took one hundred and twenty
four prasoners. The Illinois caVialry group · lost Lieutenants Slat,er and Wagner 
with seven men killed, nine wounded, fifty-one taken prisoners. The F.ifth Ohio 
surrender,ed fifty-one men, and the Second W·est Tennessee fiifteen, while their 
compatriots of the Fourteenth Indiana battery lost two men killed, two wounded, 
1a:nd .twenty-nine prisoners w,ith their leaders, Major ,K·err, Captain Sheppard and 
Lieutenant ,Cornell.13 

Two days later followed the Battle of Lexington. 

13 Official Records, Series I, Vol. li. pp. 553-5. 
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