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PREFACE. 

A~ absence of fixe years from Charleston, a city in which I hi1d 
resided sixty-five years, n1ust have induced 1nany recollections 
that merit preservation, if they ha,·e left the traces of some that 
should be forgotten. The J)ropriety of publishing a volume of 
Ren1iniscences en1bracing so long a tract of time, has been sug
gested by some of my friends. There are nrnny things of which 
nothing but vague tradition retains the 1nemory, and which are 
rapidly passing into oblivion. To preserve these ,Ya.ifs that are 
floating on the strea1n of time-to rescue these fragn1ents n1ay 
not be worthy of the pen of the historian, but that they should 
have a local habitation, and, if possible, a permanent rec_ord 
among the rnemorabilir1, of life-will scarcely adn1it of dispute. 
In gathering the n1aterials for, and con1piling this volu1ne, and 
giving it the stamp of authenticity, where my memory has failed 
n1e, in recollecting dates, I have sought support for my staten1ents 
in the better recollection of others. As regards facts, I do not 
require any such ach·entitious aid. As tiine recedes from view, it 
i~ a hnv of nature that recollection brightens with the progress of 
year5, while shado,vs gather over that which is more recent. 

It was my purpose to haYe mnde this volume of Re1niniscences 
comprchensiYc, if I could hnve obtained n1ore ample niaterials, 
but there was only one file of ncwsp_apers in the city, reaching far 
enough back, ~1nd that by t1rn disorder and confusion incident to 
war, was remlerecl inaccessible. The Supplcn1<mt, ,vhich will be 
valnal>le for reference, has been prepared with great care by the 
REV. U. S. BIRD, from n journal kept of all the incidents of the 
war, by )IR. A. n. lloL1IEs, and n1ay, therefore, be relied on for 
its accuracy. 



4 

From necessity, I wns limited to Charleston and Charlestonians 
who are deceased, for otherwfae the work would have been too 
v-oluminc,us and expensi vc. 

The proposuls at first issued, were for a publication of one hun
dred page~, at fifty cents per copy, but I found it was not possible 
to compress the 1natter within that space. I was, therefore, com
pe11ed to extend it to one hundred and fifty pages, and to charge 
seventy-five cents per copy, the quantity of matter being more 
than equivalent to the additional charge. 

CHARLESTos, JuxE 17, lSGG. 



RE ~i IN IS CE NC ES . 

.ASPECrr OF CJI.Al{LES'TOS. 

[ Edite,,1·ial l'or-respondeucc of tlie &nx:nrwh Daily Nen~s and 
Herold:] 

Cn.ARLESTOX, ~lay 28, 1866. 

Ila Ying re-Yisiteu Charleston, after an absence of fiyc, 
years ( \Yith the exception of a period of a fc,v <l:iys in 
the sununer of 1864). I a1n induced to jot do"·n S)n1e 
of the n1ost re1narkable objects an<l events thnt n1ay be 
"·orthy of record nnd prcscrYation. I ha.,c been a 
pretty constant resident of the city of Charleston fbr 
a period of sixty-five years, ,vhcre I arrived fron1 
Savannah in the year 1796, and left in .. A.pril, 1861, 
during ,Yhich ti1nc I haYc "·itnessed n1any in1portant 
changes in its conunorc-e, business1 and population. 
There are n1any things that I ·would ,villingly forget, 
the recollection of ,vhich i~ poignant nnd bitter, a1nong 
,Yhich is the loss of 1nany friends, almost all of thcn1 my 
juniors, leaving :a1y contc1nporaries, ' 4 likc angels' visits, 
fe"· and far bet,veen.'' There arc so1ne other nuttters 
connected ,Yith associations that revive pleasant 
n1emorics. There arc other things again that I ,vould 
not ,villingly let die, so bright are the hues they reflect, 
an<l to "~hich I ,vould assign a, pcrnutnent record, if 
possible, as 1ncriting preservation, a11d ,vhich tin1c is 
rapidly hurrying to that stre~nn of obliYion on ,vhich is 
bor!)C the general current of events. 

I haYe stated that I arrived in the eity in the sun1mer 
of 1864. 1Iy stay w·as brief, for it is i1npossible to give 
expression to the n1inglcd feelings of sorrow· and deso
lation at the then aspect of Charleston-the ravages of 
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shells upon the fronts of elegant resi<lenccs antl stores 
in ,vhich had been heard naught but the soun<ls of 
hilarity or of business-the gi·ass and ·weeds in the 
most ii·equentod streets reaching an elevation above 
the head, the crun1bling ,yalls, an<l the long stacks of 
chiinneys, the effects of the recent destructive :fire. I 
repeat, it is impossible to find language to delineate the 
impressions produced fron1 the eonte1nplation of this 
scene of desolation. The Federals had ceased to throw 
shells into the city for son1c days, and as the few· friends 
who ren1aine<l "·ithin its lin1its appeared to east an 
increased gloo1n OYer its shnttere<l habitations and 
ruined ,valls, I quickly 1.·eturned to Savannah. 

Those "~ho are able to recall the in1ages that thronged 
tho n1ind in the sununer of 1860, during the attaek of 
}..,ort Sumter, ,v hen the flashing of guns and the boon1-
i11g of cannon startled fro1n their slun1bcrs the citizens 
of Charleston-those that are able to bring baek the 
train of associations ·which gilded that brilliant specta
cle ,vhen the east and south battery ,verc cro,;\~dc<l ,vith 
beautiful wo1ncn, and the long array of gay earringes 
and music and conversation blended their attractions, 
in the cool of the evening, as they took their ,yay for 
nearly a n1ilc in succcsi-;ion ; but, particularly, those 
,vho can recall tho ho1nbardn1ent of Fort Su1:ntcr, can 
never be oblivious of that scene ,vhcn the con1bat dre,,· 
cro"·<ls fro1n the n1ost distant parts of the city to ,vit
ness the fight, the w·holc. eastern face of tLc battery 
lined ,vith anxious spectators, follo,ring the ricochetting 
of the balls, ,vith flashing eyes and excited tones-"·bo1 

,ve repeat, can reea11 thc~c tircun1stanc:es ,\·ith any 
other than feelings of sadness in the conten1plation of 
the present aspect of the tity, and at ,Yitnessing the 
contrast presented after five years of a desolating ,,·ar, 
not only in tho present stillncs~ an<l solitude of tho 
scene, bnt in the soc-jal revolution that has blaste<l tho 
fortunes mid n1arred tho 1n·os11crity of those who no,y 
n1ove over it. 

Let us, ho ... vcy·cr, dis1niss this unpleasant phase of the 
subject: and record a fc,v of the particulars of a siege 
n.nd conflagration ,vithout a parallel in the history of 
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the ,\·orld, ,vhen so n1uch that ,Yas left standing by the 
ravages of shell and shot v..-as consumed by the flames. 

Co1nn1eneing fro1n the Battery, and proceeding do,vn 
East Bay until reaching Tradd street, the destructive 
course of the shell throw·n into the city "·as most 
evident, ,vhile the fire has left melancholy traces of its 
destructive course on both the eastern and western 
portions, crossing its entire ,vidth, and leaving long 
intervals of desolate ,vaste in the destruction of 
churches, theatre, and public hall. The area consumed 
,vas about one-sixth of the city, nearly one n1ile in 
superfieial extent. It is, how·ever, gratifying to per
ceive that no part of the handson1e western suburb, 
eomn1011ly designated as the Rutledge .. A .. venue, and the 
houses to the ,vest of it do,vn to Ashley river, have 
been injured by fire or shells; and it is no less a subject 
of congratulation that in1prove1ncnts are in conten1pla
tion among other portions-the erection of a hall, a 
theatre, and several commodious stores, ,vith the 
,viden:ing of streets, ,v-hich ,vill greatly add to its c1n
bcllishn1ent and renovation. 



AGI!ICULTlTRE-TllE LO"\Y C0l1XTTI.Y PlL.\N°
TERS. 

[ Edito1·ial 0JJTC8pomlcncc of the Sm·mmah Daily J..Yews r:wl 
ilcrald.] 

CnAnLESTO~, l\Ionday, l\Iay 31, lSGG. 

Agriculture rcco,;;crs Ycry slowly fro1n its prostra
tion, nor cun w·c expect ~ different state of things until 
the relation bot,vcen the w·hito and colored raees has 
beco1ue 1nore st:.i.ble, an<l the results n1orc certain of 
fi·c~ labor. The efforts of planters, in the 1ncantime, 
n1ust continue desnltorY and a 1nntter of uncertain 
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calculation. Thero ean be no regular incoine, ,vhilc 
the outlay ·will be unecrtain, fron1 tho flnetunting 
price and irregular returns of labor. The fate of ,vhat 
is called the lo,v country planter, 1nerits sy1npathy. 
Living, as they have been, ~thno8t in a style of princely 
hospitality on their an11>lc don1ains, surrounded ,vith 
afth1ence, generally ,vith cultivated tastes n,nd refined 
manners-the lo,Y country planter "·as an cxan1plc of 
courtesy, unaffected and ,vithout pretension. 'f here 
,vas a species of patriarchal relation in the 1nodc of 
life "·hen surrounded by his household slaves, in that 
recipi·ocity of p1·otection and obedience that ':xists 
bet,veen 111astcr and servant, ,vhen the child of tho 
for1ncr beco1ncs the playinatc and eon1panion of the 
latter, n1ingling their 1n1istin1es, and ""'hen sickness and 
old age required that attention w·hich a1·0 due to iinbe 
cility and infir1nity. In reality, ,vo kno,v not in the 
"·hole circle of affections a 1nore interesting spectacle 
than those fa1nily servants ". ho lun .. e gro,vn grey in 
the serYiec of a long lino of ancestry, "·ho lrnxc been 
reared in the boson1 of fan1ilics, and have descended 
to their graves ·with their nutsters. 

To the lo,v country planter Charleston "·as indebted 
for 1uuch of its gaiety, and the liberal expenditure that 
fed the strca1us of industr\· and eurrcnts of business. 
IIe, in fact, in1partcd a to1;0 of refinement to this sec
tion of the Stnte. :)Iuny of thc1n being n1en of leisure 
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and educ-at.ion, visi~e<l Charleston during the snnnncr 
1nonths, and had their charming residences in the sub
urbs or on Sullivan's Island. The pervading spirit of 
Charleston society ,vas theref<)re that of refined inter
course. 'rhere ,\·as a geniality in this intcreourse that 
rendered it highly attractiYe-the n1ercantilc an<l plant
ing classes ·wore on the best tern1s. There ,vas none of 
that discordance of interest and opinion that is found 
::;o frequently bet,vecn the inhabitants of to,vn and 
eonntry. The Sea Island and Rice planter ,vere often 
found at the table of the 1nerchant, and this hospitality 
,vas reeiprocate<l. Con1n1erce becan1e thus blended 
with pursuits bet,vcen ,vhich there ,v-as nothing uncon
genial. There ,vas no dissin1ilarity of interest. 
Hospitalities never sit so gracefully as when dispensed 
by the n1an of leisure, ,vho embellishes his retreat by 
the social virtnes-and by the liberal culture of litera
ture and the arts. 

Those who can look back for a period of fifty years,. 
will find no difficulty in recalling the names and pres
c11ce of the Hey,var<ls, the ~Ianigaults, the Low·ndes~ 
the ~Iiddlctons, the Hugers, ,vho came at every recur .. 
ring period of summer to transfer their hospitality 
fron1 the banks of the Santee or ,v aecan1aw, to the 
shores of the Cooper and .A.shley. 

The loss of 1naterial w·ealth-the ,van ton destruction 
of the goods of life can be borne; they n1ay be replaced, 
but ,vhat can restore the ethereal principle ,vhich has 
l)roduce<l those ,vorks of art that have cn1bcllishc<l our 
galleries, and adorned the " .. alls of our dw .. ellings '? It 
" .. ill cYer be a subject of l)oignant regret that ,Yorks of 
genius, in com1non ,vith the 1nost ordinary objects of 
1nilitary capture, fell a sacrifice to the W"anton spirit of 
ruthless ,Yar. ~rhat hostility against books and pic
tures should ha Ye been c-arried on, in an era of civiliza
tion, is "·ithout a, parallel in history. Instances ,vithout 
11u111ber, ha,·e occurred since the con1n1cnce1nent of the 
"·ar, ,vhere the appeals of tnste no le$S than the elain1s 
of hun1anity ha-v-e been disregarded. 

The treasures of art ha,e in 1noclcrn tin1cs follo,ved 
the standard of the conqueror; but ,vhHe the <~ontents 
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of galleries have been deemed an1ong the spoHs of 
-victory, these treasures have ren1ained a1nong the ob
jects of future in1itation and undying adn1iration. 
\Vhen Napoleon Bonaparte rifled the galleries of Italy, 
and their contents ,vorc transferred to the Louvre, 
they ,Yore not n1utilated or lost to the ,,orld-they 
remained a1nong the iinperishable trophies of genius
the n1emorials of a po,\·er; but the undistinguishing 
fury of a blind rage 1nakes no difference bct,veen a 
Raphael or a Claude LorraiJ}c and the merest <laub of 
art. All are involved in a comn1on destruction. It 
appeared as if the licentious soldier sought those ob
jects of 'tfrtu on ,vhich he could vent his spirit of dia
bolisni. Ile held the rules of discipline in no more 
regard than he did the precepts of morality. 

It has been said, in J)alliation of these excesses, that 
many of those raids that partook so largely of the 
predatory practices of licentious "·arfare, ,vere acts 
beyond control an1idst tho })assions engendered by a 
civil conflict. This is an inadequate plea in the 1nidst 
of the hu1nanizing influences by ,vhich ·we are sur
rounded. At all events, the Southerner who has been 
reared amidst the refi.nen1ents of civilization, and has 
enjoyed the solace afforded by liberal culture, has 
reason to deplore that his lot has been cast in a l)eriod 
so devoid of all moral restraint. 

The reverse of fortune ,vhich has -visited tho planters 
of the lo,v country of South Carolina, can scarcely 
find a parallel any,vhere. Suddenly east do,vn into 
the abyss of poverty, tho n1ost painful contrasts are 
presented. The o,vner of tv;ro hundred to fiye hundred 
slaves, ,vith a princely ineo1ne, has not only to sub1nit 
to the n1ost degraded on1ployn1ents, but he frequently 
cannot obtain thon1. In son1c instances, he has to 
drive a cart, or attend a retail grocery, ,vhile he 1nay 
haYo to obey the orders of an ignorant and coarse 
1nenia1. There is son1ething unnatural in this l'everse 
of position-son1ething revolting to onr sense of pro
priety in this social degradation. The only sin1ilarity 
to it 11111st be sought in tho status of the expelled pop
ulation of the French A.ntilles, ,Ybich ,vas driYcn on 
our shores in a destitute condition. 



TI!E CO)l)IERCE OF CII~.\.RLEST():N. 

[ Edito·rial Col'i·espomlence of tlie Savannah Duily J..Yc1.cs and 
Hel'ald.] 

CHARL:ESTON, J unc 2; 1866. 
Charleston has seen its palmiest days of comn1ercial 

prosperity, ,vhen its share of the <lirect trade to Europe 
enabled it to build tho~e extensive ,yarehouses that 
1na<le it essential for storing those increasing quantities 
of 1nerc.:han<lize ,vhich Charleston, fron1 its geographical 
position, ren<lercd so cou,~enient as the depot tor \Vest 
ln<lia products intended for the J~uropean market, and 
EL1ropean 1nerchandizc designed for \Vest India con
sun1ption. It ,vas at this period that those very large 
structures ,Yere erected on our Io,ver ,vharves, called 
Geyer's stores. 1 t "~ould be convenient to divide the 
history of its comn1erce into t,vo epochs: 

I. · 'l'he l)eriod before the Berlin and ~lilan decrees, 
an<l British Or<ler:s in Council, and 

2. The period subsequent to those measures ""hich 
resulted in the ,var of 1&12. 

As a <.:onsequence of the neutral position of the 
United States, a large share of the carrying trade ,vas 
thrown in to the hands of the A1nericans. soon after the 
breaking out of the Pi·ench revolution, ~nd the South
ern ports ,vcrc n1adc tho depots, ns ""'e have said, of 
large quantities of European and '\Vest India 1nerchan
<lize-the produce of the latter, their bulky 1n·oducts
sugar and coffee-requiring a large amount of shipping, 
being exchanged for the n1anufactures of Et11·01)e. 
Charleston, fro1n her pro.xin1ity to the former, became 
a convenient half-,vay house for tho supplies indispen
sably necessary on both sides. She enjoyed, consc
quen tly, a lucrative con1n1crcc fi·o1n 1792 until about 
1807, ,vhen the en1bargo and non-intercourse acts, 
follcnved by tho lrar of 1812, took place. This ,vas the 
great diYi<ling line before and subsequent to this 
period. 
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On the return of peace in 1815, the intercourse "·ith 
Europe changed its character. It receiYed its direction 
fro1n the extended culture of cotton and the systen1 of 
internal in11n•oye1nents, ,vhich gnve rapid <le,elop1nent 
to our agricultural resources. The exports of Charles
ton, ·when not consisting of foreign productions, "·hich 
sought an outlet through her con,enient J)Ort, consisted, 
in 1nost part, of tobacco, indigo, deer-skins, becsw·ax, 
&c.; they now ,,ere coin posed of cotton, rice, &c. These 
more bulky pro<lncts ,vero struggling for an exit 
thr?ugh the ports lying on our .Atlantic senboard, the 
conunerco of our gulf 1)vrts uot yet ha,ing received 
that extension and profitable tlirection that it aftcr
w·ards took. The cotton of South Carolinn. and Georgia 
sought the 1neans of transportation an<l outlet to the 
most convenient sea-port, "·bic:h ,vas Charleston. 

The ,vriter distfnctly rec·ollects, as n1ust sonie others, 
that it ,Yas to the persevering nn<l per:?.istcnt efforts of 
.Alexander Black antl Trishnn Tupper that the longest 
line of railroad connecting Charleston ,Yith .A.ngusta 
and the interior of G-eorgia 1Yas con1plctcd, and the 
exports of Charlc~ton assun1cd that 1nagnitu<lc ,vhich 
they aftcr,Yards reached. rr he class of 1nerchants and 
the chara<.:ter of both its inlund nntl foreign trade had 
in the interYal entirely changed. Tho long line of 
,,·agons that brought to tho doors of the recipients 
supplies of tobar;co and indigo had giYen place to the 
iron horse and the stea1nhoat; the country storekeeper 
for the supply of tho 1yants of the interior to the 1ner
chant exporter- of Yaluablo products, ,vho rc1n0Yed his 
cstablislnnent fron1 the upper part of ICing street, ,Yhere 
he had erected s1)acious stores for the increasing ,yants 
of his bu:5iness, to East Bay-the class of new· 1ncrchants 
,,ho ,vere ushered in by the cotton trade and it~ specu
lati,e operation~, in 1Yhich, if the profits ,vere occft
sionally cnorn1ous, its losses ,Yero of a conunonsurate 
character. 

The class of n1crchants "·ho gre,, out of the direct 
foreign trade of Charleston 1Yith tho })Orts of Europe, 
arising fi·o1n the neutral relations of tbc U nitcd States, 
had ,Yithdrtlwn fro111 business or ,yerc dead at the 
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period to ,lthieh ,ve refer. The l{m;sells, Crafts, ,Yin
throps, Tunnos, Hasletts, Hnzlehursts, ,verc replaced 
by those ,vho "·ere connccte<l ,vith the indirect trade 
throngh X orthern ports-"·ith the shipnH.·nt of produce 
through N cw· York and the bu~incss of foreign ex
change through the san1e ehannol connected therc"·ith. 

The con1n1ercc of Charleston has undergone a great 
change since-not in charaeter: but extent. Cotton 
still fbrnu; the bulk of its exports-the staple of its 
production. J'ron1 the re1n0Yal of the blockade to the 
1st of June her exports have not exceodc<l 89,760 bales. 
Business has taken nearly tbe san10 channels. )Iany 
new fir1ns haYe snpereeded the old ones both in the cx
por.t and don1estic and inland trade, and it is conducted 
on nearly the s:.11110 principles-the shipper of cotton 
to Europe drti,ys either on LiYerpool or IIavre, and 
sends his bill to N e,v Yprk, the great financial centre, 
for sale. Our iinports are nutcle through the sa1ne 
ehannel, the principal difference in the charact~r of our 
foreign trade being that, fron1 the de:-;truction of our 
b,lnk capital, the bu~incss of foreign exchange has fhllen 
into private hands. 

rrhe receipts fro1n custo1ns in Charleston in ten 
1nonths, fi·o1n J nly 1, 1866~ ,vcre rather over 8300,000. 
Dutiable goods in "·arehouse about 835,000. If the 
:1n1ount and rato of duty are eo1nparod before and sub
sequent to the "·ar, it w·ill be seen that Charleston has 
not declinc<l in its foreign trade, except as regards its 
exports. To the best of our recollection the amount 
rccciYe<l f<)l· duties on the average of son10 years before 
the ""ar ,Yas 8500,000, ,vhile the average rate of duty 
is nearly fifty ])Cr centun1, particularly ,vhen it is 
recollected that tho present duties arc payable in gold, 
nncl especially "·hen it js borne in 111ind that the season 
for in1portation ha<l closed. These afford encouraging 
signs of the reYiYal of the foreign con1n1erco of Charles
ton as far as in1portation is concerned. .A .. s relates to 
the exports, it is needless to say that they depend on 
tho deinand and supply of our staple products. 

9. -



CIL:\.RLESTOX EDlTC.A.TION.A_I.J IXSTITUTIONS. 
FREE SCIIOOL SYSTE)I. 

[ Edifoi·ial Cvi-respondcncc of tlte Sruanuah Daily 1Yeics awl 
Herald.] 

CIL-\RLESTO~, June-!, 1866. 

\Vhen about leaving SaYannab, I ,vas requested to 
obtain as detailed an account as possible of the free 
school syste1n of Charleston, ,v hich had ,vorked ,vell, 
as the trustees and tutors of the Savannah Free Schools 
,,ere about to reorganize their free school systen1. For 
this purpose I placed 1nyself in co1nn1unication ,vith a 
gentlen1an ·who had deYoted n1uch time and attention 
to the subject of the fi·ee schools, and to "'"horn I a1n 
indebted for the follo"~ing lucid and satisfactory state-
1nent. I ,vill, if possible, obtain an account of the 
other educational institutions of Charleston, i. e.: the 
High School and the Charleston College. 

,v e started ,vith the fact that cyery surrounding of :i 

child n1 ust, of necessity, be educational, physical or other
,vise. One effort, then, "·as to make everything con
tribute to his or her pro1)cr de,elopn1ent. Thus the site 
of ot1r houses ,Yas selected ,vith the view of rendering 
the1n as healthy and pleasant as possible, "·ith spacious 
surroundings. The houses ,verc then 1nade of sufficient 
an1plitude to acco1nn1odate, "·ith generous space, the 
children of its vicinage. This estimated number, 
divided (theoretieally) into as many classes of thirty 
or forty as "\V-ould secure proper classification of in
tellect. For the n1ost perfect accom1nodation of these, 
our schools "·ere planned, giving one story of the 
building to each departn1ent. Next, a class-roon1 to 
each class, and an asscn1bly and robe-roon1 to each de
part1ncnt, "·ith n1nple stairs, closets, play-roo1n, cisterns, 
·water-tank~ for "\Yashing, retiring closets-all con
structed an<l arranged in the 1nost J)Crf<..~ct and con
Yenicnt 1nanncr. · .. A..11 these roon1s, besides co1n1nanding 
the best aspects, ,\·ith a1nplo light and air fron1 every 



15 

quarter, nnd tho 1ueans for regulating these~ haYc each 
~ln artifieial yentilation. and are with fourteen to 
sixteen feet storie~. The ,Yalls are covered ,vith 1lack
hoard~. and fnrilishcd ,vith not only the 1no~t eon1forta
Llc an~I conYenient, hut elc~nnt a1i'<1 fini~hod furniture, 
spec:ially construct<:J flH· '- ~chools nnd aclaptcd to 
children. 

I :un th ns full nnd partienlar in the arr~tngc1nent nnd 
appoint1nent of tho school-houses; for they secure the 
co1nfort and health of tho ehildren for all tinH\ nnd 
upon their con1fort depend~ their physical deYolop111ent, 
and upon this, in great 1ncasnre, the intellectual and 
n1oral, and therefbrc the final success and usefulness 
of au· tlic~e. Besides, the ten1pcr, taste, elevation of 
feeling and character, nuu1nors and con<lnet generally, 
nre, beyond doubt, influenced by these surroundings. 
This ,vill be sufficient for a general under.5tanding of 
our 1natorial preparations. 

The books, n1aps and other nutchinery of the school 
are selected by tho 1wincipal and comn1ittee of each 
school, nnd established by the Board, ,Yith general 
rules and by-la,vs. 

The organization begins ,vith the appoinhnent of a 
principal for ench de1)nrtn1ent; one gentlenutn for the 
boys, an<l for general control. One lady for the girls' 
departn1ent, and one for the pri1nary-a teacher, too, 
is appointed for each class in the class roon1. 

}Jach child, ~l.s recciYed, is cxa1nined by its principal, 
and sent to thnt class to ,vhich its exn1nination prq,es 
it to be an1ply qualified for. Books, ,vhich are enrefully 
selected, and are con~tan tly progressiYe, arc giYen to 
each child ; and to cneh teacher such applinneos as can 
be secured. .A regular progrcssiYo progra1nn10 is dra"·n 
up, a portion of ,vhich on1bracing each study, is gi,·en 
to eneh teacher, defining the stcp8 and progress she is 
expected to take "·ith her class in a giYen tilne ; ,,·ith 
the daily order of exercises, ,vith ti1nes for eael1. Thus 
the teacher is respon~ible for her class; has no other 
duty; and for the condition of the roo1n, its ventilation, 
order. ane.l appointinents and diseipline, ·with no dis
tracti11g duty beyond. She i$ free to u~e her o,Yn 
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1netho<l, art, action or genius in diseiplining or teaching
snbjcct to the constant supcrvi~ion of the principal, and 
"·ho alone has authority to ,vhip. 

rrhe principals are, in turn, responsible to the super
visory co1n1nittec, and to all tho general hnvs of the 
Board of Co1nn1issioncrs. 

It ,Yill be observed thnt there are no stereotyped 
plans, books, systeins or n1achincry, but just a co1nplete 
and uccurate orgauization and arrange1nont that "?ill 
enable you to secure the best practices and n1ethods for 
the various ages and the 1nost cffecti,·e teaching. 

~rhe larger the chtsses and fc,vcr of them the cheaper, 
the better the cla:;sification an<l the 1norc 1)erfect the 
general results. 

The ability, skill, zeal, an<l experience of· the princi
pals thus nerineates the "·hole and leavens the n1ass. 

It adn1its of teachers of varied ability heing employ
ed, and in the lo,ver class those of a lo,v standard of 
intellectual ucquirernents nuty be 1nadc effectiYe, though 
not })referable, w'ith young children ,vhen they possess 
Yivacity, tact, or natural gift. 

It enables uln1ost every class to be taught effectively 
by young ,von1en, "·ho are certainly 1nore successful 
·with children, and "·Lo ,ycre not only intended by 
Reuven for the development of children, but whose 
influence is so n1uch better than that of the ruder sex; 
and by adding so 1nuch to the facility and econo1ny of 
schools as greatly to aid the cause of general education. 

I should add, that us tho children in the prin1ary de
part1nent rcaeh u giYcn standard, they arc 8Cnt to a 
higher <lcpartincnt for ~~Boys" and "'Girls," ,Yhcrc the 
sexes arc separated. In the prin1ary, the sexes arc 
together in school, bnt use ditfcrent stairs and play
grc.1.u1ds. .A. teacher ah\·ays has charge of the play
ground during recess. 

I trust that the foregoing "?ill afford a sufficiently 
defined outline to enable any one to ~upply detail too 
tedious for such a con1n1nnication. 

Under this syste1n the school at the Orphan IIonse 
is successfully conducted. "\\Tith one principal (a lady) 
und eight te:.ichers, ,vc thoroughly educate to the point 
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to ,\·hich education is earrie<l. there. three hundred to 
• J 

three hundred and t,Yenty ehildren, at a cost of about 
eight dollars each per annun1. 

The progress and attain1nents of the pupils ,Yill com
pare fitvora.bly, I think, ,Yith that of any other pupils 
engaged in sin1ilar studies. 

Our public schools in Charleston accon1n1odatcd co1n
fortably from three thousand to four thousand })Upils
averaging fron1 eight hundred to one thousand pupils
to each school-house. 



CH.A.RLESTO~ EDUC}/rIOX.A_IJ I~s~rITUTIO:XS. 

[ Ed'itc,rial Con·e~pondcnce of tlie ;~'a1.:rmnalt Dally lfru:s and 
lle1·ald.] 

CHARLESTON, June 7, lSGG. 

I stated in tt 1n·cyious letter, that at the request of 
one of the teachers of tho Savannn,h }""rec Schools, I 
had furnished an account of the Free School system of 
Charleston. 'l,his account n1ust be understood as ap
plying to tho syste1n as it ,vas in operation before the 
occurrence of hostilities. On the authority of the 
IJaily .llews, of this city, ·we no,v state that there are 
three large ,Yell endo,ved of these schools, erected at ~t 
great expense, in Charleston, ·whieh had an average 
attendance of 2,500 l)upils, at ,v-hieh there ttrc no,v 110 

,vhites. Let us hope to sec a '\Vhiten1an's .A i<l Con1-
mission~ ere loug. . 

The l?ree School systein of Charleston, it ,vill be 
l)ercciYed by the aboYe statement, is for the })resent 
suspended in Charleston, ns relates to the whites. 'I'he 
syste1n adopted before the vrar, ,,·as carefully prepared 
by the Connnissioners, and is, in its 1nain fi.·atures, 
Northern. Its adn1inistration ,-ras :N orthcrn, for the 
teuchcrs ,·\·ere brought fro1n the North, although, ns 
described in that letter, its basis ,vas Southern. It 
,vill be imperfectly understood, ho,l·ever, unless vic,Yed 
in connexion ,vith the Orphan }Iouse and Charleston 
College, of ,r·hich it forn1s a part. The Orphan House, 
the liigh School, and the Charleston College are all 
eity institutions, under its exclusiYe eontrol and supcr
intcndcnee, an<l 1nust not be confi)l111dcd ,vith the South 
Carolina College and tho ~IiliUtry School~, ·which are 
State institutious. 'rhcre is consequently u11ity of p1an 
and adn1inistrntion in all parts of the f;ystc1n of tuition 
adopted in Charleston. The destitute orphan is trans
ferred fro1n the Orphan IIouse to the Ifigh School, and 
i:-, there prepared for the CJ1arleston or any other 



College, an<l receives bis ,vholc eotn·~c of instruction 
gratuitously. }""'or the clearer c-on1prohcnsion of the 
reader "·c ·will conunencc ·\dth the 

ORPHAN HOl;SE. 

This institution ,vas founded in 1790. During th0 
seventy-six years of its history hct,Yeen t"·o and three 
thousand orphan an<l destitute children have been 
n1aintaincd and educated upon its bounty, and provis
ion ;-has been 1nade for the useful cn1ploy1nent of up
·wards of t"~o thousand ,vho have left the institution 
during that period. The nu1nbcr of boys and girls in 
the House is bet,vccn three and four hundred. The 
institution is under the govern1nent of a Iloard of Con1-
1nissioners ,,hi) are annually elected, and ,vho serve 
"·ithout })ay. · 

The eurrent expenditure of the establishn1ent is 
defrayed vartly out of a J)ub1ic endown1ent fund held 
by Trustees, an1ounting to $168,489 60. An excess of 
expenditure over inco1nc is provided for hy an appro
priation fro1n the general treasury of the city. A 
pri?ate fund, amounting to 876,775 98, is J)lace<l by an 
ordinance of the city under the in1n1ediate eontrol of 
the Board of Co1n1nissioners, and is appropriated by it 
to the J)ersonal co1nfort of the children and benefit of 
the other 1nen1bers of the household. 

The appraisc<l ·value of the real estate of the institu
tion, e1nbracing the building and grounds, is S-12,000. 

Since 1854 extensive additions an<.l i1npr0Yen1ents 
hf.l.Ye been 1nade, and the Orphan liouse of Charleston 
forn1s a noble pile of buildings, kept in a<.l1nirahlc order .. 

This noble charity is scarcely ,vith a parallel. nny
'""horc. It had its con11ncncc1nent in tho benefactions 
of all classes and deno1ninations of our e1tizcns. .A .. mong 
the contributors arc Prote~tants of all sect!--, and Is1·ael
itcs. It has opened its doors to the n1einbcrs of every 
religious persuasion, dispensing tho a<l·ntnt:1gcs of edu
cation to all alike, and extending the benefits of in
struction to the hu1nblcst in the conununitY. should ., ' 
the children placed under its bounty exhibit talent ~uHl 
capacity. This brings us to a Yi(nv of the 
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HIGH SCHOOL OF CHARLE:STOX. 

The follo,\·illg i~ an extract fro1n the Twenti::th 
.A.nnual I1eport of the principal of the Ifigh Sehool of 
Charleston~ llenry )I. ]3run~~ L.L.l)., 1nade in 1861. 

",vhen the sehool ,Yas first org~uiized (July~ 1838): 
it ·was inten<led to he e.xdusi,;;cly n classic~1I school. 
Four classes ,,·ere established, and a course of study 
,Yns adopte<l ,Yhich prepared J)npils fhr achnission into 
collfigo. ..-\.ftcr fivo years it was found nceessury to 
1no<li(r this arrange1no11t, anu an }:nglish departn1ont, 
and :French intro<luced as a study in both <lcpartn1ents. 
This <loubled tho nun1ber of classes~ nnd 9nl:lrged the 
labor of teachers to n con~iderablo degree. Fro1n year 
to y~nr, as the }H·ogress of the pupil "·nrranted, nnd his 
continuance in the school per1nittctl, the cour~e of study 
continued to be gradually elevated and cxtended1 un
til the High School beg·an to assun1e so1nothing of the 
<lignity of a college-a. J)Osition both nnneces:-3,lry and 
uudesirn,b]e-inas1nuch as those ,Yho ,Yished a 1norc 
co1nplete edueation could obtain it at our College and 
the )Iilitary School under })rofessors of established 
reputation." 

After n, description of tho course of stutly, and an 
enu1neration of tho book:5 n~cd7 ~Ir. Brhns J)roceeds to 
say: "I do not 1ne~ln to be understood as saying that 
nny one boy eyer reads eYery book in the nboYo list 
'" hilc connecte<l with the sc·hool; but I do 111en11 to say, 
that these book~ en1bracc ·what h .. 1s been aetlialh· stud-., 
ie<l in the sehool, nnd that a large portion of thc-111 haYc 
been reac..l by individual pupils, nnJ. that hn11dl'ed~ haYc 
entered successfully on the duties of professiona1 lif0~ 
and n1creantilc and other aYocation~, "·ith no otht•r 
cdncation than that ,Yhich they roceiYed at the Ifigh 
School. Of late years, it has bcon found 11ec:e;ssary, 
fi·on1 the acen1nulation of dasses in the Iii_gher depart-
1nents, to di:S1niss the1n ,Yhen they reached n certain 
point, to pursue a fi.lrther course, if they "·ished it, at 
the College or 3Iilitary .. \.c·ade1ny. I'o1·n1crly, 1nany 
(•ontinued ju the sc.-hool eight years; no"-: fci.Y ren1nin 
oyer six. * * * * * * .As sho ,,-jng that the 
preparation nt tho IIigh S~hoo1 has been adequate for 
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adn1is:Sion into any college in the 1Jnited States, arn_l 
that our pupils ha.Ye not been behind their compeers in 
the race for distinction, is e-,:iden<~ed by the filct that,. 
,\·ithin the la5t sixteen year~~ IIigh s,~hool boys have 
,\-on nt different colleges, cle, ... cn first honor~, six second 
honors, and ten gold n1e<laL,, f<)l· execllence in con1po
sition and elocution, besides obtaining other prizes and 
n.ppoint1nents not c1n11neratcd. It; at the end of the 
next t\,·enty year~, those ·who 1nay then have ch:trge of 
the institution can exhibit a si1nihtr list, they ,vill have 
no rea~on to be dissatisfied "·ith the result of their -labor$." 

In· a letter fron1 the present Principal of the IIigh 
Sehool, ,v. R.. l(.ingrnan, E!".iq.; ()Ir. Bruns ha-ring 
rc~igned as Principal in January, 1864,) he says that 
the nun1ber of pupils for the quarter eo1nn1encing Jan
uary 1st, 1866 is 173. The school ,vas SUSJ)ended fron1 
February to N 0Yen1ber, 1865, at "-hich tin1c it \Vas. 
re-opened, and has no\v a corps of able teachers. 

The school is placed under a Board of Supervisor~, 
appointed annunJly by the City Couneil. Ten scholar
ships have been established in the IIigh School, and in 
the College of Charleston, ,vith a vic,v to provide fo1· 
the liberal education of talented and deserving youths 
,vhose eircun1stances 1nay othenvi:-ie preclude then1 
fron1 sueh a course. .A .. 11 scholarships conferred are to 
be regarded, in the first instance, as honorable appoint-
1nents, ,dueh <:an only be retained, in the end, by the 
continued exhibition of capacity, diligenee and good 
condnet. ·· 

~rho ,d10le nun1uer entered ~ince the bc 0 ·innin(r is 
~ b 

1492; avcrag-c nu1nber for the la~t ten years, 148; nu1n-
bcr prcpareti for and entered Chnrleston College, 112; 
11n1nbcr prepared fin· and entered tho )lilitary .. A.c:admny, 
27; 11un1ber prepared for and entered other colleges, 20. 
It,\-ill thus be po1·ccivcd that a greater nn1nber entere<l 
Charleston College than all the other col loges c01n
hined, including the )Iilitary ... .\..ea<.km1y, sho,Ying the 
adaptation of the High School to tho College, as part8 
of one ~y::-te1n of tuition. This Lring:-; u:; to a brief 
history of ., 
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TII.E CHARLE:-3TOX COLLEf;E, 

Thi:; College \\·:.ts c·hartcrecl 1Jy the Legislature of 
South Carolina in 17S5. The fii-~t Prineipal, as he ,,·as 
then called, was Dr. 11obert S1nith~ Bi~hop of the Pro
test:1n t Episcopal Chnr<.·h in thi:-; Diocese. 

The College "·~1.s di::;eontinned until 1824, when it 
·wns reYiYed. The fir~t degree of B .. A .. nnder the reYi
VHl "·ns eonfcrr0u on the late Dr .. A .. GtH.lsJen; the 
second on Bighop ,Yightn1an. In 1835, fro1n difficul
ties of u pecuniary ehar:.H~ter, the College ,n1:-; closed. 
In 1837, the charter ,n1s an1cnclcd, a11cl it ,,·as placed 
1norc inunediately in <lepcnJence on tho c-ity. lTndcr 
the new .. charter~ it resn111cd it~ operations in 1838, 
un<lcr the PresiJeney of Ile,·. \Yillian1 ]3l'antley, nnd 
has continued uninterruptedly to discharge its func
tion~, ·with tho exception of the year 1865, ·when tho 
-exercises ,vere eo1npletely suspended. 

I have cxtentlcd this lotter further than I <lesigne<l: 
but I ,Yas desirous of proscntinp; ti conneetod Yiew· of 
the cdnc-ationnl institutions of Charleston. 



CI-I.ARL ESTO.X CII--:L~\IBER OF CO)IJIERCE. 
Cvn·espondcnce cf tl1e Sa1:amw/1, Daily .J.Yen·s and 

Herald.] 

CHARLESTON, J unc 9, 1866. 

It is fro1n tradition ,ve learn that Charleston hud a. 
Chan1ber of Conunerce in 1783, ,vith a seal and n1inutes, 
&c., but that not n. vestige ren1ains of then1. It con
tinued to exercise the functions of a clunnbcr until the 
comn1ereial difficulties of the United States ,vith the 
tw·o principal European po,vers, England and Prance, 
led to the restrietive n1easurcs grow·ing out of the 
British Orders in council, and the Berlin and Jiilan 
decrees. These n1easures drove our con1n1erce fron1 the 
ocean. \Vith the decline of our general trade, declined 
the com1nerce of Charleston. In about the year 1803, 
,vhen those difficulties com1nenced, the n1erchants of 
Charleston became indifferent, and the Chamber of 
Con1merce fell into disuse. John liaynard Davis ,vas 
the first President, and such names as N athnniel Russell, 
,villia1n Crafts, David .• A.lcxan<ler, R.obert IIazlehurst, 
&c., appeared on the 1ninutcs. 

It w·as not until the year 1823 that an atien1pt ,,·as 
made for its revival. In the year preceding the Legis
lature had imposed onerous taxation on the n1erc:.antile 
body. ...,:\ spirit of jealousy ha<l gro,\ n up betw·ecn to,vn 
and country at the supposed prosperity of tho forrner, 
,\·hich 1nanifested it:self by tho i1nposition of unusual 
pecuniary burdens. .A 1n0eting of the 1nerchants ,,·as 
called. .A large nu1nber attended. A ntunorous con1-
mittec ,vas appointed to 1nen1orialize the Legislature 
on tho subject, of "·hich the ,,Titer of these Reinin
isccnccs '\Yas one, "\\·ho drew· up the 1ncn1orial. The 
Legislature n1o<litied tho tax. This ,Yas the occ-nsion of 
tho~forination ane·w of the Clunnbcr. The nctessity of 
a concentration of effort in resistance to class legisla
tion ,n1s strongly urged. The nun1ber and co1nplexity 
of the trnn~actions of an extended an<l extending co1n-
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1nerc:e ·with Ya1·ious other reasons indueed the poliey 
.and propriety of such nn institution. The great body 
of 1ner(:hants fortlnvith organized thcinseh·es. u1Hl :l 

,charter ,Yns obtained, ,Yhicli ,vas rcne,,·etl in 18~7. 
Tho Lenefit to the (•onnnerce of Ch:n·le~ton has been 

to a con1n1ensnrutc extent~ and of the n1ost sign:.ll 
chnrncter, not only in affording Yaluablc suggestions for 
the dcvelop1nent of our agritultnrnl resourc:e~, but in 
tho extension of our co1n1nerce und Yi1Hlieation of the 
})rinciples of free trade. 

In the yenr 1827 or '28. a large connnittee \Yas ., , .__ 

i-aised, of whith the "Titer of those lte1niniscenees ,Yas 
a 1nen1ber, to fr:.une a. n1e1norial to Congres$, and ,Yho 
again drc,y UJ) the 1ne1norial n,gain~t \Yhat w~ls then 
eallcd, "the bil I of abo1nination~/' a1Hl ,v hieh n1cn1orial 
,vas unanimously ~Hloptcd at n. very large public n1ect
ing. It "~as stated to haYe boon the iir~t 1ne1norial 
,vhieh w·as sent to Congress fron.1 the South on the su·b-
ject of free trade, and ·,Yas one of the initiatory steps 
to the subsequent politic-al 1neasures. The 1ninutes of 
both Cha1nbers haYe been lo~t, those of the last Clunn
ber on their re1n0Yal <.luring the recent ,var; but as 
near as I enn retolle(~t .Adan1 Tunno "·as tho first Presi
dent, and Roger lleriot the first Secretary and Treas
urer, \Yho held that office for 15 yc,n·~: and ,Yas succeed
ed by his son, \Yillin1n B. lleriot. In proceeding to 
search a transcript or skeleton of the 1ninutes ·wns found, 
tho author of these Ren1iniscenccs being the only sur
~viving member of the Chamber left, of a numerous body of 
n1e,niers. 

TIU~ CHARLESTO~ BOARD OF TRADE. 

Tho principal objcc-t of this institution, which is of 
recent fonnntion, i~ the ])rotection of the interests of 
the jobbing trade, as auxilinry to this purpose~ the ex
tension of our inland trade, and tho opening of tho in
terior to the entcrpri:sc of the chief conunereinl city 
bet ,ycen Baltin1ore and X c·w Orlean::::. "\Yith this Yic,Y, 
the reduction of fh:ight on our railroa<ls is n nu:.terial 
object. rrhc Charnber of Connnereo is 1norc directly 



interested jn the export and i1nport trade-in all that 
relates to our external con1n1ercc-in the rcn10Yal of 
restrictions on conunercial interconrse-in the reduc
tion of such high rates of duty us irnpcJe that inter
course. 

The Board of Trade takes for its field of operations 
the interior eo1nn1erce of the eity ,Yith the neighboring 
States. It l1as already acco1nplishcd 1naterial irnprovc
n1cnts, in reducing- freight on railroads, an<l on one line 
of stcan1ors, tho I>cople's, "\Villis & Chisohn, agents. It 
,\·as the first since the ·war to send a delegation to Cin
<.:innati, in relation to direct co1nn1unication of this city 
Yd th the o-rea t ,vest. b 

There ,vill be no collision of objects or clashing of 
functions bet,veen the Board of Trad~ and the Chan1-
ber of Connnercc. If the result should be the infusion 
of fresh blood into the body-mercantile, this is to be 
looked for in the course of nature, and the 1)l'ogress of 
hun1an decay. 

The first prcli1ninary n1ceting ,vas held in the Charles
ton Hotel Club Roon1, on the 23d of 3Iarch, 1866, 
,vhen tho Bourd "'."as organizc<l, and provisional officers 
clectc<l. 

THE "\VEST INDIA TRADE . 

.. A.s a portion of the history of the tin1es, and con
nected as ,Yell ,vith the conunerce of Charleston, and 
the exercise of 1ny functions as editor, of ,vhich I had 
recently assu1ncd the duties, I an1 induced to allude to 
a contro-\,•ersy ,vhich at that time excited no little in
terest. It ,,as tho ~arncst ,vish, as it l1ad been the 
constant endeavor, of })Jr. )lonroc's a<ln1inistration to 
obtain a 1nodification, if not the removal, of the restric
tions on the \Vest India trade ,vith the United States. 
It ,,;.as reported that the government had entered into 
negotiations for this 1n1rpose. The merchants of our 
Southern sca?orts being largely interested in that 
trade, ,Yero about 1nc1noria1izing Congress on the sub
ject. Charleston, fron1 its geographical position, ,vas 
expected to take the leaJ. by pnblic n1cetings. A 1nect-
ing ""as called by the iinportunity of the n1crchants, a 
con11nittcc ,vas appointed, of ,vhich the late ,villian1 

3 
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Crafts ,·n1s chair1nan, and w·ho dre,v up a n1cn1orial 
which ,vas expected to be adopted at a subsequent 
n1eeting. Conceiving that the moven1cnt ,vas founded 
on a misconception of the true prosperity of Charles
ton, us ,vell as of the national interest. I combattcd it 
.through the editorial columns of the Southern Patriot, 
and ·was resolved to oppose the n1emorial at the public 
111eeting. It ,vas read, and the vote on its adoption 
being about to be put, I moved an adjournment of the 
meeting, pledging myself to sho,v that its adoJJtion 
,vould materially interfere w·ith the negotiations of the 
government, ,vhich expected to obtain at least a n1odi
fication of the restrictions. At a subsequent })ublic 
1neeting, I offered such reasons as ,vere deemed satis
factory, and the memorial \Yas rejected. By the next 
Northern n1ail, letters ,vere received from ,v ashington, 
addressed to influential individuals in Charleston, in
voking their interference against the passage of meas"". 
ures so counteractive of their efforts, as the lead of the 
City of Charleston ,vould be followed by public meet
ings in nearly all the Southern cities, Savannah, }[obile, 
,vihnington, &c. 



THg INSURAKCE OI~,}~ICES AND FIRE DEPART
:t\IENT OP CIIAl{LESTON. 

[Editorial C'o-rre.-;pondcnce c!f the Sm.:annali Da-ily ~·eu:s and 
lfcrald.] 

CIIARLESTOX, June 13, 1866. 

It ,vus as nearly aR I can recollect, :.ihout the year 
1821, that a gentleman entered the office of the South
ern Patriot, of ,Yhich paper I "":.ts then proprietor and 
editor, stating that he ,vishc<l. to consult ,vith 1110 in re
lation to a n1atter of so1ne in1portance. That gentle-
1nan \YflS )Ir. ,villhun ,vashington: recently elected a 

1nembor of the South Carolina Legislature, son of 
G·encral ,villia1n ,v ashington, the celebrated partizan 
chie£ I-le stated that he had been inforn1e<l of the de
sign of several gentlcn1en to apply to the Legislature 
for a charter to organjze a company for jnsurance pur
l)Oses-that he ,vas inclined to resist the a1)plication
that our citizens had for several years effected the in
surance of their property jn the London Phrenix In
surance Coinpany, and that all losses had been pro1nptJy 
paid, ,vithout trouble or litigation. I stated that the 
effect of giving a charter to a Charleston Company 
,vouid be to confer a n1onopoly coupled ,vith the privi
lege of insuranee on less favorable rates than the assured 
could obtain abroad-that the atte1npt, if successful, 
,v-ould be atten<lc<l by the withdra,val fi·o1n South Caro
lina of all the insurance capital fron1 beyond its lhnits, 
w·ith the certainty of the rates of insurance being ad
vanced, and the great ])robability of the loss, :finally, of 
the "~hole insurance capital of Charleston. The ,vholc 
of those results, it is needless to say, ,vcre realized. 

The opposition of ~Ir. "\Yashington ,vas unavailing. 
The Union Insurance, under the Presidency of David 
.A..lexander; the Fire and !farine, under the Presidency 
of John Haslett; the South Carolina, under the Presi
dency of rrhos. )Iiddleton, \Yero succcssiYcly chartered. 
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The Charleston Insurance and Trust Con1pany ,Yas 
chartered in 1836, and ,,·as not n1nterially affected by 
the fire of 1838. The Eln1orc l\Iutual Insuranee Con1-
pany ,vas c bartered in 1859, and survived the disastrous 
fire of 1861. The Fireman's Insurance Co1npany ,vas 
chartered in 1852. The Insurance and Trust Co1n1)any, 
the Calhoun Insurance Co1npany, and the Carolina In
surance Con1pany, ·were all rechartered in Dccc1nbcr 1861. 
The Calhoun Insurance Co1npany took the place of the 
Fire1nan's Insurance Con1pany, \Yith a new· capital 
subscribed and paid in subsequently to the fire of 1861. 

Fron1 the period of our first arrival in Charleston~ 
,vhich \Yas in 1796, there "·as scarcely an interval of 
fron1 three to five years in ,vhich a large fire did not 
occur. It ,vas of rare occurrence that a fire took place 
belo,v the line of Broad street, on the south, and 1:far
ket street, on the north, and Archdale street, on the 
,vest; and, ":rhnt ,vas no less ren1arkable, they en1braced 
the business portions of the city, in -i.vhich there w·ere 
deposited large quantities of portable property, })articu
larly 1nerchandizo, leading to the supposition that they 
were the ,York of incendiaries. 

The Fire Depart1ncnt of Charleston ,vas thoroughly 
reorganized after the great fire of 1838. \Vhen that 
reorganization took place, and the Legislature prohibited 
the erection of any but brick hou~es ,vithin the city 
limits~ except on Io,v ·water lots, it ,vas thought iin
possible that a fire so destructive as that of 1838 could 
ngain occur ; yet the fire of 1861 ".,.as still 111ore 
disastrous than that of 1838. The departn1ent ,vas 
thought to be in a high slate of efficiency; it ,vas a 
subject of pride to all Charlestonians.. Tbo ,var ca1ne, 
to disorganize its ranks and disarrange its nuttcrial. It 
en1braecd, before the co1n1nenecn1c11t of hostilities in 
1861, six hundred and f<n-ty 1ncn on roll in that year, 
co1nposecl of respc~table youn.g 1nen, 1nany of thmn of 
the best fan1ilies of the city. Their pride in their nun1-
bors, <lisciplinc, and harn1ony formed a striking feature 
of this organization, and ,vhcn the \Yar broke out, 
acting in a double capacity-borr<nYing the language of 
the annual report of the chief of the department-
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,; they ha,-e thus perfor1ned a two-fold duty-one to the 
city as firen1en, and the other to the State as soldiers." 
They still presented a highly efficient body at their 
annual parade on the 27th of ... lpril, 186G. 

THE DESTRUCTIYEXESS OF CHARLESTO~ FIRES. 

,v c l1ave allu<led to the extent and frequency of the 
fires in Charleston. It is estinutted by one largely en
gaged in the business of fire insurance that bct,veen the 
year 1807 or 1810 an<l 1861 thirteen large fires occurred, 
involving a loss of nearly thirteen n1illions of dollars, 
including the two great fires in 1838 and 1861, the for
n1cr of w·hieh ,vas attended by a loss of four and the 
latter of five 1nillions in real estate exclusively. 

T,Yo questions arise here-could these losses have 
been prevented, and if not altogether prevented, could 
they have been lessened or repaired? Events furnish 
the reply. ,v c 1nust answer the last question first. 
The payment of the losses of the :fire of 1838 "·ould 
1nore than have repaid the pr01niun1s do,vn to the fire of 
1861; and the san1e must be sai<l ,vith regard to the fire 
of 1861, ,vitbout reference to the frequent and extensive 
fires that took place in the long intermediate 1)eriod. 
There arc tlro aspects of this question: 1. The 
1nonopoly of insurance by the com1)anies cLartered in 
this State ; 2. The neglect of the city to furnish an 
adequate supply of ,Yater. ,v c have antleipated the 
reply to the first branch of the inquiry. The effect of 
Yarious topographical surveys has been, that an an1ple 
supply of ·water could have boon obtained fron1 the 
Edisto at any ti1nc ·wjthin the last half century. The 
l)coplc arc partly to bla1ne for this supineness. It is 
w·ithin our personal experience that they ha,·e been 
forty years discussing schcn1es for obtaining an adequate 
supply of ,vater, Projects have been canYassed and 
dis1nisscd, and still conflagrations haYe devoured ti1ne 
after tin10 the fairest portions of their city. By the ex
penditure of a n1oderate sun1 con1pared ,\-ith their losses, 
they could not only have obtained an ample supply of 
w·atcr, but derived a revenue, by a 1noderato outlay and 
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lin1itcd ta,x. The sun1 of t,\·o millions of dollars "·ou1d 
not only ha,·c brought any needed quantity, but have 
fnrni~hed, as "·e have said, a source of revenue to the 
eity. Instead of ,vatcr,vorks, like those of every other 
<:ity ,Yith a large population, Charlc~ton expended large 
sums in digging ,vells and ti<lal <lrains that ufforded no 
adequate supply. 

Anot~1er of the errors of legislation ,\·as the reduction 
of insurance capital. Instead of the Legislature 
strengthening, it ,veakened the security of the citizens. 
The })rinciples of insurance see1n at present better un
derstood than forn1erly. At one period the Legislature 
had succeeded in driving out of the city both the 
.. Foreign and Northern Insurance ...t\.gencies by excessive 
taxation. It is only of late that they Lave again n1ade 
their appearance a1nong us. Insurance is no,v conduct
ed on more scientific J)riI~ciples, and administered n1ore 
skillfully than heretofore, enabling the con1panics to 
pay heavy fiscal burdens by the d(tJ'usion, instead of the 
concentration, of risks, the great secret of successful in
surance. 

Three of the local Insurance Co1npanics of this city 
are still in existence, ancl taking risks, although ·with 
greatly reduced capitals, arising fro1n the de1)retiation 
of their assets fron1 the casualties of ,var, to ,vit: 

The Insurance and Trust Co1npany, J. H. Honour, 
President. 

The Calhoun Insurance Con11)3ny, chi1rtered in 1861, 
S. Y. Tupper, President. 

A.nd the Bln1orc Insurance Co1npany, "\V. l\I. l\Iartin, 
President. 

There arc six or eight other InJurancc .Agencies rep
resenting English and N orthcrn Co1npanics. A larger 
an1ount of insurance capital is no-w re1n·cse~1tcd in 
Charleston than at any for1ncr periou. The insurance 
capital represented in this city is sai<l to be about 
850,000,000. 



TIIE CH.A.IILESTO:N PTIESS-TIIE NEV{SP.1~PER 
PRESS. 

[ Edito,·i.al CorreRpondcnce of the Sai:annah Daily 1Ycws and 
Herald.] 

CHARI.ESTO~, June 15, 1866. 

It is ,vith no sn1all degree of pride that I refer to the 
Churleston Press. I challenge co1nparison ,vith the 
press of any other city. \Ve have had occasionally 
scurrilous sheets, but they ha,tc forn1ed cxcc1)tions to 
the general character of our public 1n·css. There have 
been periods of party strife and political inten1perance, 
,vhen the conductors of our papers have lost the balance 
of their 1ninds, still there ,vn.s a eonstant reference to 
that standard of n1anners, ,vhich is properly deno1ni
nated the lesser syste1n of n1orals, that our nc,YS})apers 
dare· not violate ,vithout paying the penalty of loss of 
confidence and of general support. Our J)Olitical jour
nals have been universally referred to abroad as exan1-
ples of dignity and 1nodels of decorun1. 

Our connection ,vith the press dates baek to the year 
1817, ,vhen the author of these Ile1niniscenccs became the 
,vriting editor oft he Southern Patriot. The recollections 
of ~fr. A. 1~. )filler, the Nestor of the Southern Press, 
extend n1uch further back, dating fro1n the year 1794-. 
"\Ve are indebted to that gcntle1nan fbr the follo,ving 
historical sketch for all that relates as ,vcll to the Peri
odical as the N c,vspapcr Press of this city. It ,vill, no 
doubt be found aceurate, as fhr as it goes, in all that 
regards as ""ell the N c,vspapcr as the Periodical 
Press. " In J unc, 1794, I w·as apprenticed to ,villian1 B. 
Harrison, of the fir1n of Ilarri~on & Bo,v1nan. They 
,vcrc publishers of the Colnn1bian IIerald nc,vspa.per . 
. A .. t that })eriod there ,vas publi~hcd .in this city the State 
Gazette, by Ti1nothy & l\lason (Federal); the City 
Gazette, by )Iarck1and & i\IcI vcr (Republican), ,v ho 
after·ward:; sold out to Frcneau & Paine, ,,ho subse-
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quently sold out to Froncau & "\Villia1ns. ...\fter that 
the Colu1nhian IIcr,1ld stopped. 

1796. IIarrison &. Bo·wen startctl ~1 ,,-cekly puLlic-a
tion as a literary )Iag~1.zinc~ cutith:cl the "; South Caro
lina .11useun1," ,Yhith published eritieal obsorYations 
on ne,v books. In jt "-as first published ,; ~rho )Ionk," 
by Le,-ris. Also other ,Yorks then ilnporteu by the 
Charleston Library Soc:iety. There \Ya::; also published 
in it a story, by n, young gcntle-111:111 of Charleston named 
Doughty, entitled "~\Iontanbon Castle/' ,vhjch gaYe 
notoriety to the publication; but it diell for "-aut of 
-support in t,vo or throe year.-s. ..:\..bout the san1c tin1e 
Eva11s & Bounetheau published an cYcning paper; it 
,,as, ho,Ycver, ouly short lh-ed. 

Jlessrs. Cox & Shephar<l published "The Tin1es,n an 
.evening pa1)er, ,Yhich existed for ten or t,,-elYe years, 
.and ,vas very popular in the city. It 1Yas supported 
by the 1nen1bers of the bar, for Langdon CheYc~, 
Keating Le,vis Sin1ons, John S. Cogdell, and ,Yillian1 
Lo,vndes, di<l. not refrain fron1 l)ublishing their legisla
tive controversies in its colu1nns. 

l\Ir. S. C. Carpenter published the ~Ionthly l\Iagazine, 
printed by G. iL Bounetheau. 

1803. The Courier ,Yas establish~<l by Loring .. A.n
<lre,,s, from Boston, bringiDg with hin1 }Ir. .A.. S. 
,villington as foren1an. ~Ir. P. T. l\lerchant ,-ras the 
bookee1)cr and ::.nanage<l the n1oney depart1nent.. )Ir. 
S. C. Carpenter ,vas a l)artncr or editor. .A.ft.er the 
.death of )Ir . .L~ndrews, },Ir. Benjan1in B. S1nitb, an c1ni
nent lawyer of the city, becan1e connected w·ith the 
publication of the paper for sonic thne, ,vhen ~Ir. Car
penter left for "\Yashington City, and Dr. ]?. Dalcho 
bought his share, and a n(nv J)artncrship conunenccd 
under the firn1 of l\Ierchant, ,villington & Co., (the late 
Edn1und )forford for1ning a portion of the partnership, 
,ve believe, ,yith Dr. Dalcho,) ,vhich continued for some 
tin1c until after the ,-rar of 1812 "-as oYer, ·when }Ir. 
1Yi11ington bccan1e sole proprietor and l)ublishcr in 1813, 
ftnd continued until January, 1833, ,vhen Riehar<l Yeadon 
and "\V. S. Iring: beca1ue connected with hin1 under the 
fir1n of A. S. \YHlington & Co. 
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1812. During the \Yar of 1812 the ln,cstigator ,va~ 
published by Dr. John ~lackey. It ,vas purchased by 
Isaac Harby, ,,ho changed its title to the Southern 
Patrfot, and who associated "~ith hi1n in partnership 
Col. I{obert I-Io·ward. It ,vas about this period that a. 
paper called the "Brazen Nose'' ,Yas published by 
::t ~Ir. Sargent, but of too })Uerile a. eharactcr to n1crit 
further notice. 

1817. Col. Robert IIo,vard 1)urchnsed )Ir. r~anc 
llarby's share of the Patriot, and the connection of the 
,,Titer of these Rmniniscences dates fro1n this year as 
,vriting editor. 

Tho City Gazette ,vas then 1n1blishecl by E. S. Tho1nas, 
,vho had purchased it in 17- of Frcneau & ,Yillia1ns. 
)Ir. Tho1nas afterw·ards sold it to Skinner & ,vhilden, 
the forn1er his forenutn and the latter his book-kee1)er. 
It subsequently passed into a ·niriety of hands, during 
,,hich ,v. G·ihnore Sim1ns ,vas the editor, ,vhere his 
noviciatc as a wTiter con1n1enccd. It finally l)erished 
in the hands of n ~Ir. Toole. 

1822. The Charleston Jiercury ,vas in this yca1· 
founded by Edn1und l\Iorford. Ile subsequently sold a. 
portion of it to IIcnry L. Pinckney, ,vho ufterw·ards 
becan1c sole proprietor and editor, \Yho s0ld to John . ..-\ .. 
Stuart, ,v-ho edited the paper until 18-!6, "·hon the man
agen1on t fell into the hands of J. l\I. Clapp. In 1847 
the paper ,vas purchased fro1n one of the Trustees of 
::\Ir. Stuart by John E. Care,v, \\Tho bcca1nc sole pro
nrietor and editor until about tho year 1850. ,vhen John 
~ ., , 

llcart ,vas recei,ed into tho fir1n. !tncl jt ,vas conducted 
• I 

by Carc,v & IIeart. )Ir. C:n·o,v sold the l)aper in 1852 
to IIeart & Taber. On tho death of the latter the paper 
passed into the hands of Heart & Rhett, ,vho continued 
to conclnet it, and it bcea1nc the exclusi,e property of 
Bar1nYell Rhett, Jr., until the breaking out of hostilities. 
Its publication ,,as ~uspcndcd on the cnc111y·s obtaining 
l)OS$ession of tho city, and has not since been rene,Yed. 

Tho Snn~ a dnily pnper, w·as published b>· Dr. Sill, of 
Cohunbia, S. C., early in the year 1849. The editorial 
1nanage1nent "·as aftcr\Yarcls assu1ncd hy his son. It 
·was short Ii,;:e<l, probably t,vo years. The establish-



3-1 

1nent "·as bought out in 1851, by B. C. Pressley, "·ho 
changed its nan1e to that of The Standard. It can1e 
successively und~r the nuuutgc1nent of ]3. C. Pressley, 
Dr. Skrine and Spratt and Britton, an<l ,Yas disc-ontin
ued in 1858. 

A1nong the "·cekly papers established nbout this 
thne ,vas the "Hose 11u<l," by Caroline Giln1an. It \Yas 
tastefully condneted, and ,vas a gr()at favorite ,vith the 
public. 

1823. The So-uthern Patriot \Yas purclrn.8cd by J. N. 
Cardozo on the first of January of this year, "·ho con
tinued as sole proprietor and editor until April, 1845, 
,vhen it \Yas sold to )f. }:. )Iunro, in ·whose bnndg it w·as 
discontinued about the year 1847 or 1848. The anthor 
of the Re1niniscences then founded the Evening l·le·u·s, 
.and in 184·7 sold his inter~st to ,villian1 Y. Paxton, ,vho 
finally entered in to partnership ,Yith John Cunning
han1, "·ho becn1ne sole proprietor, J. N. Cardozo being 
.associated in the editorial 1nanagcn1ent until AJ>ril 1861, 
,Yben he left for Savannah, about \Yhi<~h perio<l the paper 
"\Yas discontinued. 

The Courier ,Yas taken J)Ossession of shortly uftcr the 
ene1ny entered the city, under military authority, on 
the 18th :February, 1865. },or about f<)l1r months it 
1Yas J)Ublished by ,vhitte1nore & Johnson. .A.t the cx
J)iration of that tin1e Johnson ·withdre,Y, and under the 
fir1n of ,vhitto1norc & Co., the publication ·was contin
ued until 20th N 0Yen1bor, ·when the firn1 of A. S. 
"\Villington & Co. v~·ns restored. . 

The only two daily l)apers l)ublished no,v in Charles
ton are the Courier und Daily N e"·s by Cathcart, 
~ic~lillan & l\Iorton. 

The Record, n ,\·eckly shoot, is published by Bird & 
iiood. 

PERIODICAL LITERATURE 0~' CHARLESTON. 

It is not our purpose to place on record the variou8 
:attempts that ,Yere 1nado to establish n1onthly publica
tions in Charle~ton, for n1nny of the1n ,Yere cphcn1eral 
:and abortive, but to seJpc·t n f0,\· of tho 1norc pron1i-
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nent as exan1ples of successful enterprise in this direc
tion. The 1nost enduring ·were those of a religious 
character. The Gospel Jfessenger, edited by a me1nbcr 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, ":--as con1menced in 
1824, ,vas continued until 1853, n1aking twenty-nine 
volumes. It ,vas preceded by the Southern Episcopalian, 
edited by the Rev. C. P. Gadsden, and the Rev. J. H. 
Elliott1 and continued eight years. This n1onthly pe
riodical ,vas succeeded by a "'"eekly paper, under the 
san1e na1ne, and by the san1e editor~, until suspended 
by the bon1bardmcnt of the city. 

,v e c~tn only enumerate s01ne of the 1nost iinportant 
of the n1onthly })eriodicals. 

Southern Christian .Adcocate, 1837, by the Rev. ,Villian1 
Capers, D.D. 

Southern Baptist. 
Southern Presbyterian. 
Catholic .J..liiscellany, by Bishop England. 
Southern Agrieulturi.st . 
.:..liedfral Journal and Review, under the editorship of 

Drs. Cain, Gaillard, IIappoldt, and Bruns, continued 
for son1e yea.rs, and suspended in 1861. 

DeBow's Review, published for several years, suspend
ed during the ,var, and since resumed. It originally 
appeared in Charleston, and the editor, J. D. B. DeBo,v, 
evinced in the conduct of' it great industry in the col
lection of statistics. 

Jiasonic .1..lliscellany, b~r Albert G. )Iackcy. 
Jfagnolia, by D. Ir. ,vhitaker. 
Literary Gazette, in 1862, by ,v. C. Richards. 
l3outhern Literary Gazette, by the sa1ne. 
Russell's 11:Iagazine, by John Russell. 
In these 1nagazines there "-as seen a variety of talent 

and versatility that only "-anted encouragement to 
ha,e flourished, but it has al ways been a rc1)roach to 
those ,Yho had at co1111nand the sources of patronage, 
that ·while authors of only average ability "-ere ineitcd 
to ,Yrite for Northern periodicals, those published at 
the South ,Yere neglected. 

The Southern Reriew formed an epoch in our periodi-
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cal literature. It \ras projected* by Chnrlestoni~1.ns, 
and continued for four years ,Yith unabated spirit and 
ability. Its 1nost able contributors (Charlostonians) 
·were Stephen Elliott, IIugh S. Legare, nnd Tho1nns 
S. G-rin1ke. The fbr1ncr continued until his death to lend 
it the support of his distinguished scientific ·attainn1cnts, 
and the latter the g-raco, learning nnd eloquence of his 
n1ultif:1rious acquisitions. .A. ntnnber of other gentlc
n1en in Yarious parts of the Union, c1nincnt for learning 
and ability ,,·ere an1ong its contributors. It did not 
nppear like a. transient n1etcor on the literary horizon, 
hut as a ne"-· planet in the stellar hcn1isphere of thought. 
After tho death of ~Ir. Elliott, the editorship continued 
,vith ~Ir. Legare, until the latter ,vas transferred to 
another departn1ent of intellectual effort, ,\·here his 
talents shone no loss res1)lendently. 'f he editorial 1nan
agen1ent ,vas then assun1ed by D. K. ,vhittaker, an<l sub
sequently by ,Villiam Giln1ore Si1nms; but the spirit 
that aniinatcd the Rovic,v (,vithout intending any dis
paragen1~nt to these gentlemen) had departed. It lin
gered for a fe,v· n1onths an<l departed the ,vay of all 
Southern 1itera.ture of a periodical character. It ,vas 
the first atten1pt to found a quarterly publication on 
the l)lan of those ,vhich had obtained so n1uch celebrity 
in Europe, in ,vhich the great ebanne1s of thought arc 
occnpie<l by the meditative minds that give direction to 
the general current of opinion. 

* Among the Reminiscences that n1erit record, may be stated 
the foct, that the author was one of the party that n1et at General 
Hayne's house, in Ladson's Court, among its earliest contribu
tors, con1posecl of the follo·wing gentlenien, not one of whon1 fa 
alive, except hin1self-Stephen Elliott, Thomas S. Grin1kc, Hugh 
S. Legare, Robert Y. Hayne, and J arnes Hamilton. 



THE B1\It i\..XD BEXCH OP CHA..llLESTOX. 

[ Edi.toi•ial Currcspondence c:f tl,c Sm:mmalt Daily .1..Ycu:.'3 and 
HeNtld.] 

CnAnLESTO~, Juno lG, lSGG. 

Those ". ho are able to cnrry their recollections baC'k 
for half a century or sixty years, cannot fail to recall 
incidents that arc suggestive of a nu1nber of interesting 
contrasts. llaving liYecl in the 1nidst of t,vo genera
tion$, those contrasts arc the 1nost striking a1nong 
such as haYe occupic<l conspicuous situations, or "·ho 
arc n1ost ri~equently in the public eye. .....\.d-,;;ocates 
and Judges are among personages ,vbo enjoy this dis
tinction. The author of these l{erniniscences has been 
the conte1nporary of nt lcust t,vo generations. ~Ir. 
},raser, in his interesting ,vork entitled, "Re1niniscences 
of Charleston," uppears to confound those of the ren1ote 
past, and those w·ho ,vcre recently a1nong us, but ,vho 
arc so no longer. He should, ,ve think, have separated 
then1. He speaks of John Julius Pringle and Hugh S. 
Legare, l{eating Le,vis Si1nons and Robert Y. IIayne, as 
if they ,Yore co1npetitors on the san1e arena of conflict. 

,v e ha,-e also heard their voices at the bar, at Yery 
reinote veriods. ,v e l1ave listened ·with delight to J no. 
Julius Pringi-e, in his unravelling of the intricacies of 
the la,v; to the close logic of Thon1as Parker, (the Dis
trict .. A.ttorney in his day) and to the })ersuasive tones 
of Robert Y. Hayne; the rapid utterance of Langdon 
Cheves, and the brilliancy of \Villian1 Crafts; the vehe
mence of I{eating Le-wis Si1nons, and the quaint humor 
of Jan1os L. Petigru ;* the learning and fluency of 

* This distinguished jurist and lawyer so recently among us, 
and so uniYcrsnlly regretted, n1crits a n1ore pernrn.nent con11ne1no
rntion than is nfforded by the columns of a ne,v5paper. "\Vith 
thi5 Yic,v, we nre induced to transfer to our Appendix a tribute 
to hio n1cmory, one of the finest specimens of pathetic eloquence, 
and di~criminntiYe eulogy, it h[ls cYcr been our fortune to n1eet. 
See Appendix. 

4 
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Thomas S. Grin1ke, an<l the diseursi,e eloquence of 
Hugh S. Legare. In all these Yarions phases of the 
oratory of the Bar, ,vc have raid the homage of our 
admiration. 

\Ve have been so fortunate, indeed~ as to ha-\"'e heard 
the n1ai<len speech at our Bar~ of ""\Yilliam Lo"-\ndes, 
and the congratulations of his brethren of the Bar, at 
the })rornise it afforded of future dbtinction. 

But it "·as as n1uch for the nwral as the intellectual 
qualities-the 111.anners as the 1nind by "~hich these men 
of t,vo generations ,vere characterized that constituted 
the peculiarity-the courtcBy a111idst the fiercest con
tentions of the forum-the avoidance of personalities 
during the beat and dust of battle-the courtesy of 
intercourse an1idst the })lay of ,vit, an<l the })rovoca
tions of satire-these ,verc the cluiracteristics by ,vhich 
the Bar of Charleston was distinguished at the period 
to which "·e refer.* There n1ay have been occasional 
examples of personal virulence and coarsen es~, but· 
those ,vere the rare execptions. 

The Bench took its hue :ind color fro1n the Har. .r\ 
more digni:fie<l, in1partial and courteous body of 1nagis
trates never graced a seat of justice than distinguished 
the judicial n1agi~tracy of South Carolina, at the time 
that its Bar "·as marked by eyery endo,Y1nen t that 
,vins res1)ect. It ,yould appear as if the Bar had re
ceived its 1noral con1plexion fi·o1n the Beneh, so that 

* The Debuting Societies of that day ,vere nurseries of oratory. 
They reared a body of young men that greatly distinguished the1n
selves, in Congress and the Legislature. ,v e have been frequent
ly present at the debates of the Philomathean Society, of which I 
was a n1ember, bt1ving been introduced by the late l8aac Harby, 
when Langdon Cheves, "\Yillian1 Lo,vndes, John and Christopher 
Gadsden, Churies Snowden, and Charles Fraser, ,vere purticipa
tors in the discussions, not one of who1n arc now living, and when 
Dr. Gallagher, and Dr. David Ramsay were present, lending to the 
debates the countenance of their presence, and occa~ionally giving 
expression, when requested, on the point undl•r discussion. This 
was about the venr 1803 or 1804. 

The Society l1eld their meeting~, which took place every Satur
day evening, at Furman':5 school roo1n, in StolPs alley. ....\. theme 
wa5 given out for debate, and two speakers were appointed in suc
cession on each side, and another topic chosen, on which an original 
es!-:av was to be ,vritten . ., 
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the Bar ga,-c b!tck to the Bench. a portion of its o,,n 
reflected I ustre. 

,v e ha Ye :i distinet recollection an1ong the J udgcs 
,Yhich haYe presided at the Charleston Court of Sessions 
and Con1mon Pleas, of Judges GriJnke, ,v aites, Bay, 
Johnson, Trezvant, Brevard an1ong the Ltn\· Judges, 
and an1ong the Chancellors, J an1cs, DeSaussure, Gail
lard, Da viJ. Johnson. .A.n1ong the ... ~ttorney G·enerals, 
John Julius Pringle, I..iangdon Cheves, John S. Rich,. 
ardson, TI0bert Y. 1Iayne, J. L. Petigru, and lienry 
Bailey. .A.n1ong the Recorders, of John Bee 1Ioln1es, 
Sa1nuel Prioleau, J:1eob .Axson, nnd ,Yilliam Drayton; 
and nn1ong the District A.ttornoys, of Tho1nas Pnrker, 
and John Gadsden. 



TlIE SPIRE OF· ST. ~IICJI.A.EL~s ~.\.:XD TIIE 
BELLS. 

[ Edit,)rZd Ciji'J'espondcnce c/ ilte Sarawwlt Daily ..:.Ycu::-; (lJUl 

HeNdd.] 

Cn.:\.RLE8TON, J unc IV, 186U. 

It is ,vell kno,\·n that the encn1y n1adc several unsuc
cessful atten1pts to strike w·ith their shells the spire of 
St. 3lichaers Chureh. Being an eleYated object, it ,vas 
a constant n1ark for the1n. It escaped the sHghtest 
injury, although seYeral of their shells struck the body 
of the church. The danger to which the Bells vterc 
exposed, induced their rcmov-al to Colun1bia, ,\·hence 
they hav-e been transferred to England, to be re-c-ast, 
fron1 serious damage they ha,;c 1·eceived. There arc 
peculiar associations connected ,Yith these Bells, ,vhich 
<late fron1 our earliest years. Their absence on our 
return to the city, filled us ,dth more n1clancholy 
en1otions than aln1ost any connected ,vith this "·ar. 
Fron1 our boyhood "·c had been familiar ·with their 
tones. .At each recurring J)erio<l of our natio:nal anni
ver~ary, ,ye have been accusto1ncd to hear their chi1nes 
as they full upon the car, in that 1nclodious syn1phony 
that is so captivating ,Yhen touehed. by the hand of 
skill. The Bells of St. )Iichael scen1cd to us n, part 
of the Yencrable structure itself. It appeared to us 
that they had been so consecrated to J)ious uses, fi.·on1 
~ period ahnost beyond calculation. They ,ycre cer
tainly ol<ler than our independence. They htul often 
J)reluded the rt~oicings attendant on tho Lirth of a 
British prinee ahnost eoc,·al ,vith the Bru118wick dy
nasty, as they have sounded the knell of n1any a de
parted spirit, of ,vhosc requie1n they have tolled the 
last note. 

The feeling ,,·as irrepressibly 1nelanc.:lioly, ,Yhcn find
ing ourselYcs ,vithin the sound of their chin1e~~ the 
Bells of St. )Iichacl gaYC forth no sound. Ou1: first 
question ·wou1d have been, "·ho has done this, if ,ve had 
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not recollected that ,Y:.1.r had ·yisited our Ye1H:rnble city •. 
-that but for that scourge, those aneient Bells "-ou1d 
haYc occupied then- forn1er position, and ,vhen ·we re-
1nernbered that <luring all the storn1s of the re-,olution, 
and an1idst its 1nost deadly conflictg, the Bells of St. 
3Iichael "-ere unharmed, such ,vas the feeling of yen
eration of the cnen1y of that day, for the ancient pile. 
The ra,age of fields, the de,astation of cities~ the de
struction of records, the n1utilation of n1unin1ents, arc 
Yisitations of sufficient severity, but in the 1nere ,van
tonness of a spirit of n1ischief, and from the sole pleas
ure of destroying, to aim at the destruction of a spire 
of antique construction, like St. l\Iichael'5, ,Yould be 
beyond belief, if the fnct ,vere not so recent as to be 
,vithout denial. 



THE HOTELS. 

[ Editc,rial Corre.'1_10,zdcnce of the ,'J'ai·rnrnalt Dr:.'ily .1.Ye,t.·s wul 
Herald.] 

CnARLESTO~, June 21, 186G. 

. The IIotel~ of a city nre inti1natcly connected with 
its con1mercial l)rospcrity. Their nun1ber and appoint
ments son1etiines indicate the })rogress of luxury and 
opulence in a 1nore n1arkcd degree than its private 
residences, especially at the centres of trade. Paris or 
London has the 1nost comn1odious If otels in· ]~urope, 
fi·om the fac.;t that they are points of superior attraetion 
olving to a -variety of causes, the chief of ,vhich is that 
they are res1)ectivcly the seats of g0Yernn1e11t of the 
States of w·bich they are tLe J)Olitical n1ctropolis. .N e,v 
York o,ves the nun1ber and celebrity of her hotels to the 
fact of her being the conunercial and finaneial centre 
of the U nite<l States. 

Charleston, fro1n lier geographical position ought to 
stand in the san10 relation to the South generally, that 
X c,v Y Ol'k bears to the country colleetively, ·which 
they ,,·ould do jf a wise policy ,,ere pursued by our 
railroad con1panics in relation to charges for freight 
and tra,-elling-travellers "·ould he nttractcd to this 
})Oint, if besides the induce1nent of cheapness an<l 
variety of stocks, the aJditional inducc111ent ,,as pre
sented of n1odcrutc rates of fi·cight and })assage. 
Charleston has not a grea tcr 1n1n1b~.r of hotels than 
she had before the ,-rar. She, in this respect, js not 
progressive: allo,yancc being 1nadc for the interruption 
of business front th[tt event. Siucc the rcsu1nption of 
peace our hotels haYc not dono a business con11nensu
l'ate ·with the adYanta<rcs of our c-iir for trade. "\V c 

~ .; 
arc not J)ersonally a<.:quaintcd with any of their 
:.1rrange111ents except the Charleston, ,vhith , ... -e have 
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found unexceptionaLlc in eYery respett. The )fills 
}louse has changed hands, nnd great improven1cnts 
haYc been n1atle, and is 110,v equal to any Hotel in the 
country. These hnproven1cnts arc o,\·ing to the en
terprise of n, citizen ,v hose liberal spirit has ln.rgcly 
contributed to the in1proven1ent of Charleston. The 
proprietor or the PaYilion appears to be 1naking efforts 
to obtain that vatronage to which he is entitled as an 
cxperiened hotel keeper. The Victoria and Com1ncr
eial IIouse ha-v-e re-opened under fi1Yorable auspices. 
Tho Planter's IIotel is undergoing repair. 



[Editc,,·iol 

TIIE CIL:\RLESTOX B .. \XI~S. 

CuiTcspcndcnce c!f tlte Saramw!t, Dailz, J.Yc1tf:; and 
lferald.] 

CIL\RLESTox, J nne 23, 1866. 

Buuking in the City of Charleston l1as nhvays follou~ecl 
nud rarely preceded the eourse und currents of bnsincs5. 
J'ro1n the establi~hn1ent of the State g0Yernn1ent in 
1792, for t·wcnty year~, there had been but t,vo appliea
tions for c-harters to tho legislature, i. e.: those of the 
South Carolina nn<l State -Bank!:-. ~rheir con1bine<l 
capitals a1nounted to only 82,000,000 for a nu1nbcr· of 
years. The for111er ,vas chartered in 1801~ nnd the 
latter the yeur after. The eon1n1ercc of Charleston 
,vas then extre1nely li1nited. \Vith the expansion of 
trade, ,Yas tbe extension of banking facilities. The 
staple products of Carolina <·on~isted of tobacco nnd 
indigo. So cssenti:11 ,ya:3 the for1ncr to the con11nercial 
prosperity of the city, thnt the l~gislature sedulously 
guarded the interests of the tobac:eo J)lantcr by the 
erection of extensi,·e ·warehouses for its storngc and 
inspection, in "~hat ,vas then dee1ned the suburbs of 
CL:u·leston. 

In the c:onrsc of a fe,\- years~ the c·nltiYatjon of to
baeeo beca1ne 1nore J>rotluetiYe on the n1orc fertile and 
eheaper lands of the '\Yest, and indigo bcearnc a plant 
1noro eongeninl to the people of British India .. South 
Carolina lost both her tobacco and indigo trndo about 
the snrnc tin1c. The extensiYc tobacco ,-rarchouses of 
Charleston \Yent to dcc-ay: and of \Yhich thero is not 
no"- a Yestige to be seen. Cotton had begun to super
sede cYcry other agricultural staple of tho South. 
'\Y.ith the progressiYc de1uand for bank c~lpital to circu
late so costly a l)roduc-t, c-ainc inc.•r('a~ing applications 
to the legislature for charters. The l"'." nion Bn11 k ,Yas 
thurtered ju 1810, and tbc Planters and )Iec-hanics Bank 
in 1811. The b~1nk eapitnl of Charleston ·was thu$ 



only doubled in ten yc-ars, ~howing its ~low increase. 
:Xone of then1 had been chartered "-ith a larger capital 
than 81,000,000, except the Bank of Charleston, (incor
porated in Decen1ber, 1834) which ha<.l been incorpo
rnted ,vith a eapital of $2,000,000, ,vith the pri\-ilcgc of 
increasing it to 8-!,000,000, ,vhieh caused great dissatis
fitetion at the ti1ne and since. 

The Bank of the State of South Carolinu, wa~ c::,tab
li:=.;hed in 1812. It ,vas not the oft"::,pring of co1nn1ercial 
necessity, for ,ve \Yero t\1en at \\-~u·. It ,vas created a:-; 
a financial instrnn1cnt, and not a co1nn1ercial institu
tion-as an aid to the plantin_g interest, w·hich it con
tinued to be for nutny year~. )Ir. Stephen Elliott, one 
of the chief pro1noters, if not the original projector of 
the institution, entertained the 1nost unsound notions 
on the subject of bnuking. Ile coneeiYed that the 
loans to planters ,\ .. ere the n1o~t safe of all inYest
n1ents by banks, "·hcreas, they arc the n1ost insecure, 
for the essential J)rinciple of all safe an<l soun<l banking 
eonsists of advances to n1crchants, on short dated 
})aper, not renew·able, ,vhich enables banks to effect a 
rapid con-v-ersion of their assets; w·hilo })lanters are not 
able to repay their loans fron1 the slowness of their 
returns being annual. It i~ now· uni,-crsally atln1itte<l 
that non-renewals and ninety days paper are a1nong 
the only ~afc principles of banking. 

Another of l\Ir. Elliott's unsaft.\ if not dangerous 
theories of Lnnking, ,vas that b~1nks ,ve1·e not on Yie,,-s 
of expcdienc~y obliged to re<.lee1n the:ir notes in specie, 
or that this \Yas cs~ential to })rc·serYe their Yalne on a 
lcYel \Yith that of coin. 'fho Bank of the State of 
South Carolina, in co1n1non with the Banks of Charles
ton, \Yas at that period 1nuch pressed by the Bank of 
the l~nitcd States for the payn1ent iu specie of its bal
ance:-; .. The clan1or again~t the latter institution ,\·as 
i nC'.C-~$n n t. 

The:,;:o doctrines ,,·ere freely-- broachctl bv ~Ir. ·Elliott 
~ ~ 

in hi~ annual report of 181~\ to the legislature, as Pres-
ident of tho Bank. To tho ,,-1·iter of the Hen1inis
~ence~, ,,-ho h!td just cntere<l on the duties of editor of 
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the Southern Patr~·ot: the$e doetrines ~ee1ned so repug
nant to all sound principle~ and so destructiYe of public 
eredit, thnt he oppo:,ed their adoption by th:lt body~ 
and as constituting any part of the :1J1nini~tration of 
the bank. Judge Colcock~ ,vho succeeded )Ir. Elliott 
as President, \\·as not dispn!°'Ctl to ndopt hi~ pri11cipie~ 
to but a li1nited extent. The inordinate exten$ion of 
<:redit to planters "·as subjected to li1nitation~ and the 
institution becmne 1nore of a commercial, nnd less of an 
.agrieultural bank. 

The principle of unlin1ited liability lH~Yer 1n•cy:1.iled 
in this State. l1,ron1 the earliest period, the stoekholder 
"·as liable to only t,,icc the a1nount of his snb~c·rip
tion. 

3Ir. ]~Hiott w.1:, a nu111 of unquestionable lear1ling 
and ability. There \Yero few· subjects handled by hirn 
on \Yhich he di<l. not shed light, and hi:-; celebr~lted 
report of 181D gave unquestionable cvidcnc-e of hi~ 
lucid intellect; hut on the subject of banking hi:; 1nin<l 
.appeared to labor~ at thb tin1e, under hallucination. 

The Union Bank ,vas incorporated in 1810. The 
Planters and )iechanics Bank in 1811. The Bank of the 
State ,Yas established in 1812. The Bank of Charleston 
,,as incorporated in 183-!. The lh1r1ners and Exchange 
Bank, and the Peoples Bnnk in 1852. It ,Yill thus be 
seen ,vhat a slo"~ increase took place in our h!1nk <:api
tul het"·een the years 1810-11 nnd 183-1:, a period of 
np,vards of t,Ycnty ~·car~, and ho,v rapid ,Yns the in
·crease aftor,Yanls. ,rhen the Bank of Charleston \\·a~ 
{~bartered, ,ve had just cntercLl on tho era of specula
tion that led finally to the roYulsion of 1836-7. I 
haYo a vivid recolloetion of the excitc1nent prodnc-('d 
·when the books \Yero opened for subscription to the 
stock of that bank-,,·hen all c·ln~sos and eonditions of 
n1cn appear to ha·n) been seized ,vith the 1nania (jf' 
8peculntion and fdl anxious desire to possess Charleston 
Bank stock. 

It should~ ho\i;e·rcr~ bo ~tat0d t h!lt the non-rene,,·rd 
of tho charter of the Bank of the l"7'nitcd States in 1832 
n1nde roon1 for aduitional c·apital in banking~ and whic-h 
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partly accounts for the inc:rease of banking capital in 
1834, by c:hartering the Bank of Charleston in that 
ye~u·. 
"' I ,Yould divide the history of our banks into t,Yo 
periods-before and subsequent to the "·ar of 1812. 
Tho banking capital of Charleston, as "·e have seen, 
-..yus quite lin1ited bef<)re the second of those J)eriods. 
It did not exceed four 1ni1lions of dollar8. It ,vas fully 
equal to the requiren1ents of our comn1crcc. The ad
dition n1ad~ to it by the establishn1ent of the Bank of 
tbe State, was n(h;entitious, and not essential to the 
bn:;ine~s of Charleston, for, we repeat, ,ve "·ere then 
at "·ar. The intrease of l,anking fhcilities on the re
turn of pence in 1815 ,\·as essential to bring to 1narket 
!l largely increasing crop of cotton, and to ,vhieh is to 
be added the acqui8ition of the jobbing trade, a ne,v 
branch of busine8s in Charleston. Bnt for the addi
tions 1nade to bank capital, and facHitics between the 
t,vo periods indicated, our jobbing n1erchants eould as 
~ body haYc had no existence. 'fhose sp!endid struc
tures. the 1nain seat of that business. "·ould not have 

• J 

been built. It ,\·as n, trade founded altogether on credit. 
The jobber diffus_ed his eredit on every ~i<le. He n1ul
tiplied his agencie~ ail over the interior. The banks in 
the city enabled hin1 to consrert the note giYen him by 
the c·ountry storekeeper into active {'ttpital, instead of 
letting it lie in hi8 desk as unproductiYe means. There 
,yas the cotton dose at hand, ,Yhich by a ne,v transfor-
1nation ,vas rapidly converted into exchange at N cw 
York, vd1ich ,vent to pay for our co1nn1erc-ial indebtcd
ne~:S in Europe. Cotton ,vas theretore the basis of the 
trade ·both ,yavs . ., 

The success of the attc1npt. now· 1naking to revive 
that trade will depend on three cireun1stanccs: 1. The 
induce1ncnts presented to the country n1erchant to 
Yisit our seaports on the ... \.tlantic to obtain his supplies 
in the abundance, Yariety, and c-heapncss of the stoe;ks. 
2. In the rates of freight on our railroads. 3. In the 
banking facilities afforded our jobbing 1ncrchants. 
Char·leston and SaYannah "·ill, in the ensuing fall, be in 
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strenuous co1npctition vn· this tr:lde, and it ,Yill be o"·
ing to the rolati\·c difference in the su1n of these three 
<:i~en1nstunces ·which shall enjoy the largc:-;t share of it. 
Bnt since the ,nlr n new· cle1nent, or rather the no,y 
:11)plieation of an old principle has been 1ntrodueed into 
our syste1n of banking. 1\. 1nore entire revolution h:1s 
taken J)luce than h:l~ eyer before occ·urre<l~ in ,d1ich 
bank credit still plays an iinportant part. The national 
bnnks have i1npartt·d n ne\\· phase t0 banking. The 
Stnte bank syste1n i5~ of eour~e. at an end. The doe-., . . 
trinc of consolidation has reac·hcd our banking, in 
(•01n1non ·,vith our political nnd eo1n1ncrcial systein. 
The tcndcney on cYcrY side is to tho eonccntration of ., ., 
})01\·er~ fiseal and national. 

THE SAYINGS' BANKS. 

Charleston has t,vo Savings' Banks. The Charleston 
SaYings' Institution \Yns chartered in Decen1bcr, 18-13, 
under tho nan1e of the ProYident Institution for SaY
ings in the City of Charleston. The eharter "-as re
ne,Ye<l Dcccn1ber, 1856, ,vhen the rrn.n1c ,vns ehanged to 
the Charleston Satings Institution. Its total ussets 
.an1ount to 82.605,634.27, of ,vhich one-half is supposed 
to be good. 'l,hc su1n duo depositors an1ounts 
t O ••••••.•••••••.•.•••....•••••••••.••••••••...••••.••.. 8 2 i 3 71, 041 51 

Surplu~ ......................................... 8234:592 76 
The follo,ving extr:u:t is 1nade fro1n the last annual 

reJ)Ort of the Trustees: 
'" In con11non ,Yith the other corporations of the 

State, this Institution has suffered nn1eh by the de1n·c
ciation in Yalue of n1any of its assets, and tho totnl Joss 
of others. Tho ,nu· found it in a condHion of unpre
{'edcnted prosperity, exhibiting a success of ·which all 
-connected ,,ith its 1nanagc1nont, felt justly proud. All 
that prudent foresight an<l practical \Yisdon1 could ~ug
gost ,vas <lone, to 1nako it a safe depository for the 
.cnrni11£(S of the ,yorkin!:!,-n1an. But c:irc-n1nstanc-es be
yond the eontrol of hni11nn foresjght or \Yisdo1n, eon1-
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pcl the ·winding up of its affairs at as early a date as is 
con1patible ,v-ith the interests of all conc~crnccl. 

The securities held by the ln:;titution, and considered 
good ,,ill, if kept until they ca.n ho sol<l at their par 
-value, })robably realize enough to pay the depositors 
fifty per centum of their dcposit:-5 and aecun1ulnted in
terest on the szune." 

The other Savings Bank ,\·as chartered under the 
ntunc of the Paln1Jtto Savings Iusti tntion, nn<l its title 
chungcd in Decen1bcr, 1857, to the Pahnetto SaYings 
Bank. It bas 1nade thirteen dividends to Ottober 8, 
1864-, and a snrplns dividend of 20 per cent. 

CIL\.RLESTO~ (L\.S LIGHT CO::\IPAXY. 

The Charleston G·as Light Co1npany ·wa,-, chartered 
in 18-:l:7, ·with a capital of $200,000, and up to 1858 had 
jncreased the sa1ne to 8500,000. Early in that year it 
amalgan1ated ,vith the Carolina Gas Con1pany, which 
ha<l a capital of 8195,150. This con1binecl capital has 
been, at different tin1es, increased up to $766,600. 

Up to the late ,var this company ,yas esteemed very 
successful, and its stock looked upon as one of our best 
securities. In comn1on w·ith all similar corporations 
South, it has suffered, but peculiarly fron1 the great fire 
of 1861, and the heavy bombardn1ent of three years to 
,vhich the city ,vns 8nbjected. It is still successfully, 
ho,vevcr, under ,vay, and ,vith bright prospects ugain. 

BUILDIXG AND LOAN ASSOCL\.TIOXS . 

. A.1nong tho earliest of these .. A.ssociations that called 
the Honie Loan and Building .. A.ssociation con1n1enced 
operations February 10, 1860. 

Its ·working ans,ycred ev-ery purpose of its establish-
. n1ent. ..A .. nun1bcr of individuals ,vere enabled to erect 
co1nfortable residences. It beca1ne in its effects a 
Savings Institution. It taught habits of cconon1y, and 
if the ,Yar had not interrupted its operations it "'"ould 
ha-ve ,,ound up at the ti1nc design~1ted. Thirty-t,,o 
insta1hnents had been paid in, an<l not,vithstanding un-

5 
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townrd circu1nstances it ca1nc out of the ,\-ar ,Yith its 
assets oYer their par Yalne. 

The Relief Loan ... t\.ssociation con1n1cnceJ operations 
in 3Iay, 1860, and has been equally succc~sful. It also 
can1e out of the ,Yar ,Yith its assets OYcr their par 
,aluo. 

There hn,e been quite a nu1nber of si1nilar institu
tions, but their assets not being so ,,·ell i1n-estcd as the 
t,yo aboYc n1cntioncd, they arc ,\·inding up their affairs. 



CH_-\.RLESTO~ LIBR_-\.RIES. 

[ EdZfori1d C:.,,·,·espo;ulence r;f the Sai:annah Daily J..Yeu..:s awl 
Jfe;·ald.] 

CHARLESTO~, June 25, 1866. 

C!L\.RLESTO~ LIBRARY SOCIETY. 

Tho 1ollo-\ving account of the Charleston Library 
Society is abridged fi·on1 the '")Ianual of Public Libra
ries in the United States, by Chas. C. Je,vett, Librarian 
of the S1nithsonian Institution." 

The Charleston Library Society ,vas founded in 1748. 
On the 15th of January, 1778, it ,vas nearly destroyed 
by fire, only one hundred and eighty-fiv-e volun1es out 
of 5,000 or 6,000 being saved. The average annual 
increase has been about t,vo hundre(l volumes, besides 
J)amphlets. ..\. verage annual c:x1)enditure about S2,500. 
~-\. catalogue of the books belonging to the Charleston 
Library Society, published by the order of the Society, 
containing 375 pages, 8 vo., -was printe<l in Charleston, 
in 1826. .A volu1ne of the catalogue, containing books 
purchased ~ince 1828, in 144 pages, 8 vo., ·was })rinted 
in Charleston, in 1845. .A list of books obtained by the 
Charleston I.~ibrary Society since the publication of 
the second -.;;ohnne of the catalogue of book5, being 
the first supplen1cnt to the ~a1ne, 1n·cpared by the li
brarian, an<l printed by order of the Society, ,Yas pub
lished in 18-!7, at Charleston. It contains 23 pages, 
8 YO. Se-..:oral catalogues ,verc printed before the de
struction of the first library, in 1790, in 1802, in 1806, 
and in 1811; ,vhcn the Library contained 7,000 -.;;olumes. 
S01110 supplerncntary pages "~ere 1)l·intecl in 1816 and 
1818. The nn1nber of books vossessed by tho Library 
i:3 supposed to ho fro1n 25~000 to 33~000, and in 1854, 
:u1other supple1nent c:ontaining G2 r,agcs, 8 Yo., ,yas 
publi~hed in Charle!>Ston. 

During the late ·war, the 1nost Yaluablc portion of 
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the property of thi:-:; Soc~ioty ,Yns rcn10Yed to Colun1hiay 
S. C., nnd deposited in the South Carolina College, 
,vhore it still rc1nain$, haYing fortunately <:sc-apcd 
dan1u0'0 durino- the rei<tn of terror ,vhich 1n•cyn.ilcd in 

t:, ~ ~ 

that ill-fated city. These Yolu1ncs, about 16,000, ·will 
be brought to Charleston a~ soon as the Society i:-; able 
to undertake their ren10Ynl. 

About 4,500 Yohuncs rcnutinccl in. tho Society's 
Hall, at the corner of Broad and Church street~, eighty 
six of ,Yhich ,yerc stolen during the oecnpation of the 
city by the Federal forces in 1865. 

APPRE~TICES LIBRARY SOCIETY. 

The Appi-entice.s Library Society wa~ organized on the 
28th of ~lay, 182-!, by electing Dr. Joseph Johnson us 
President. .,A_t the opening, the Library consisted of 
fifteen hundred vohnnes, principally the gift of incliYid
uals. The Society pure ha.sod u site and erected a ha U 
on ~Ieeting street, '""hich ,Yas destroyed by fire in 
Decen1bcr, 1861, ,Yith all their books, 1naps, ])Ortraits, 
busts, &e. They retain possession of the "lot on ,Yhich 
their hall stood, ,~hich is probably ·worth fro1n six to 
eight thousand dollars. It is the ,vish of sonic to sell 
the land a.nd apply the proceeds to revive tho institu
tion. The proceeds of th c poliey of insurance paid off 
the incurnbranec on the lot. 

COLLEGE OF CHARLESTO~ LITIRARY. 

The College of Charleston Library consists of bet,yccn 
fh·e and six thousand Yohnnes, of ,Yhich Dr. L .. A. 
Fran1pton rnnde a 1n·cscnt to the city, for tho use of the 
College of Charleston in 1853. of about 2000 books, 

~ . 
consisting princip~l1y of litcrai·y and scientifie ,\·orks 
in various languages. 

The Lcgblatnre 1nade an appropriation of S!\000 for 
the erection of a suitable building to reeoiYo the ....-cry 
liberal donation of Dr. Pran1ptoni nO\"\. forn1ing a neat 
and substantial building on a pleasant site on the 
College ca1npus. One of the eonditit.>ns of tho bequest 
of Dr. F1·a1npton "~ns that the public should have aecess 
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to the library, but thnt the priYilcgc of borrowing the 
books should be confine.cl to the students and f~tculty of 
the College . 

.. A .. subsequent bequest of Hon. l\Iitchell King consisted 
of about 2:500 costly volurnes, principally in the classi
cal and foreign languages. 

LIBRARY OF :\IEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The Library of the ]fcdical Society of Charleston 
ori_ginally contained 2450 volun1es. .A. catalogue ,vas 
printed in 1834, and another, containing forty pages 
8 vo., in 1842. ..A.bout 8120 dollars before the "~ar ,vas 
yearly expended for books. About 350 volu1nes are 
annually lent out, and about 250 persons each year con
sult the library ,vithout taking a,vay books. It is im
possible to ascertain the number of' books of ,vhich the 
library consist~, no eatalogne having been taken for 
so1ne years. The soeiety lost several of their books 
durino· the ,var hut ho,v manv is not kno,Yn. There 

b ' J 
·is at present no librarian. 

)11:SEU)I OF THE CHARLESTON COLLEGE. 

The C!'itablislunent of a ~Iuseu1n of ~ atural IIistory 
at the College of Charleston w·as first suggested by 
Professor L. Agasziz, in 1850. The Trustees of the 
College elected J:1,raucis S. Holn1cs Curator of the ne,v 
~Iuscun1 on the 25th of N ove1nber, 1850, and on the 
2d of Dece1nbcr following he w·as appointed to the pro
fessorship's chair of Geology and 1_.>aheontology. The 
Rev. Dr. John Bachn1tu1 ,-ras, at that ti1ne, the professor 
of Natural IIistory. 

The reinains of the ol<l 3In~eurn "~hich belonged to 
the " Charleston Literary un<l Philosophical Soeiety,n 
and ·which had been <lcpositcd in the 1,Icdical College in 
<iucen street~ "·ere turned over by the 'Trustees of that 
institution to the College of Charleston, as the Literary 
and Philosophical Society ·was no longer in existence. 
The collection consisted principally of 1ninerals and a 
fc,v 1nounted birds and qu~ulrupeds; but these latter 
,verc so infested by insects that only a. s1nall nun1ber 



54 

could be retained. These, ,vith vaiuable eabinets of 
fossils, shells, birds, and quadrupeds, prest:n te<l by Pro
fessor Hohnes, Professor Tuo1ney ~at that ti1ne the 
geological surveyor of South C~u·olina), Rev. Dr. Bach
man, and )Ir. John Audubon, for1ned the nueleus of the 
present n1useu1u. In N ove1nbor, 1851, it ,vas opened to 
the public, on "·hich occasion Professor Louis .. A.gassiz, 
t!.1e cn1inent naturalist, delivered an address in the Col
lege Cha1)el to a large and intelligent audience. The 
Rev. Dr. Bachn1an opened an<l closed the services ,,ith 
prayer. Through the enlightened liberality of the city 
council Professor IIohncs ·was furnished ·with an able 
Taxidcrn1ist, for preparing and 1nounting the birds and 
other aniinals, and a quarterly appropriation 1nade for 
the current expenses of the n1useu1n. 

In 1861, Jnn1(~s I-Ia1nilton Couper, Esq., an nccon1-
})lishc<l and scientific citizen of Saint Siinons' I~lan<l, 
Gcorgin, prcscnto<l his entire cabinet of Conebology an<l 
Palroontology. '11his 1nunificcnt contribution added 
greatly to the interest of these SJ)eeial deJ)art1nents, 
and sti1nulatcd nutny citizens to contribute rare speci
rncn~ fro1n their pri,·atc cabinets. About this ti1nc the 
~'.Iisses .. A.nnolly, of Charleston, presented u rich collec
tion of shells to the }Iusou111. 

During the ,var about t,Yo hundred boxes ,Yerc pnck
ed ,vith the 1nost valuable part of the colleetioll, and 
sent into tho interior for safety, A1nong these "·ere 
the originals of the figures illustrnting .. ..-\.uclubon and 
Bae;hn1un's work on the "(1nudrupeds of Korth .A.1111.:ric·a," 
,vhich had been liberally presented by these naturali~ts 
to th c )I uscu 111. 

In 1865, just after the surrender of G-cnerals Lee and 
Johnson. ,Yhcn tho "·hole country \\ as in n distracted 

, ~ 

condition, incendiary negroes, instigated by hnrlcss 
,vhite 1ncn, ,vho ,yore oycrrunning the country, set fire 
to the building containing Professor Hohncs' library of 
about 3.000 Yaluahle and rare books in Natural History, 
nnd about four or fiv•c boxes of Yaluablc speci1ne1;s: 
,vith the books and records of the 1nuseu1n, and the 
,vhole \Yas destroyed. Fortunately the other ca~es es
(~nped, being stored in a barn ~on1e distaneo off. 



They lurre been safely ren10Yed bac:k to the city, and 
occupy the shcl·n:s fro1n ·which they hnd been taken. 

This )Iuseun1 is no,Y in a prosperous conditio11, and, 
,ve belieYe, the only jnstitution of tho kind in the 
Southern States: it occn1)ies six laro·c roo1ns on the 

' ~ 

second floor of the building, nncl contains nuu1y unique 
and interesting speci1nens. One of the n1ain objects is 
to illustrate the K aturnl I-Iistory of the Southern States, 
and stin1ulatc scientific studies: 

The late Hon. 1'1itcholl I~ing, ·who "~as President of 
the Bonrd of Trustees, "·as a ,yarn1 friend and supporter 
of the )Inscun1, and contributed greatly to its csh1hlish
n1ent. 



TIIE CII.:\.RLl~STOX RA.ILRO~-\.DS. 

[ Edi.to,·ial Or,·,·espondence cl tlte Sm:awiah Daily .1.Yeu;s and 
llei·ald.] 

CHARLESTON, June 27, 18G6. 

Our railroad syst01n has been a gradual accretion 
feon1 a s1nall con1n1cncc1ncnt. It has not sprung into 
existence with all those applic:ttions of capital and ap
}lliances of science and skill ,vhich lutYe marked the 
more recent ·works of this character. It had its source 
simply in the atte1npt to re1ne<ly a defect of nature. 
The South Carolina Railroad had its origin in the fact 
that the occasionally low state of the Savannah river 
prevented the great staple of the South fron1 reae,~1ing 
the Charleston 1narkct at reasonable })eriods. One of 
the earliest projectors of this road was .A.lexan<ler 
Black, u 1nan of in<lo1nitable energy and perseverance, 
,vho had e1nigrated f1·01n Ireland young, self-e<luc~ate<l, 
and self-reliant, w·ith strong, practical sense. This 
early effort to b1~ing Charleston into connection ,vith 
the interior ,vas nuule by constructing an experin1cntul 
road of only one hundred and fifty feet in extent, by the 
use of horse 1)0,vcr, running diagonally, on the ground 
no,v occupied by ~1r. ~Ic1n1ninger':;; house in ,v entw·orth 
street. 

lfr. Black ":--as aided by Tristan1 Tupper, a 1nan of 
equtll energy of purpose, and by co1nbinc<l exertions 
co1nplete<l a, road one lnin<lrcd and thirty-six n1ilcs in 
length, the longest ti1cn in existence. \Vhcn it is 
recollected that ::;;1.eatn po,Yor applied to railroads ,yas 
then in its infancy, this is one of the n1ost striking cx
a1nples of successful enterprise on rceord. It ,yas con1-
plctc<l in October, 1833, having been eonnncnee<l in 
1828. ......\.t the co1n1nenccn1ent of the enterprise the de
sign \Yas to plank the road. a11d use horse-po-\ver. Be
foro it ,va,s co1nplctcd tho applic-ntion of stea1n to rail
roads ,vas discovered, and thus rendered railroads 1noro 
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effectiYe than "·as eyer in1agine<l at the inception of 
the idea of Railroads n~ a 1neans of transportation. 

THE SOt"TII CAROLI~A RAILROAD. 

It b not, perhnp~, g0noru1ly kno,Yn, that the first 
extonsh·e l{ailroad built in this c-onntry ,Ya~ the one 
,Yhich connects Charleston and Hun1burg. 

The enterprise of our Charleston 1ncrd1ant:; ~ct in 
motion the iron horse ,vhich now· traYels his useful and 
unrc1nitting course oYer the thousands of Railroads 
,v-hieh eo,er this country like a net "·ork. 

The South Carolin:t Cnnal and Railroad Co1npany 
,Yas chartered in 1827, and the ,York eon11ncneed in 
this eity in 1831. It "·as finishe<l to IIa1nburg in 1833. 
The first loco1noti,o n1ade ir~ }:nglan<l for this road, "·as 
soon succec<lcd by the ")filler," of ..A.n1crican construc
tion, bearing the na1no of a citizen of Charleston. In 
1835, tho first 1n·oject for conneeting this city w·ith the 
Ohio river "WfiS abandoned, because a continuous char
ter through all the intcrn1cdiatc States could not be 
obtained. 

In 1842, tho branch fro1n l~ranchYillc to Colun1 bia, 
sixty-eight 1niles, "yt1s co1nplctcd, and in 1848, the 
Ca1n<len Branch, thirty-seven 1niles, "·ns finished. 

This road, ,vith its connections by 111eans of the Char
lotte and South Carolina Rnilroad, and tho Greenville 
and Colu1nbia Railroad, has done n1uch to"yartls cleYcl
oping tho internal resources of this and neighboring 
States. In ti1nos past, the flour, w·hcat, corn, turpen
tine and eotton, "·ithin tho rcac:h of the South Carolina 
11nilroa<.l and its connections, "·ere brought to Charles
ton, thence to be exported to N orthcrn or foreign 1nnr~ 
kcts. In exchange for these pro, luetions, our 1nor
chnn ts di<l a thriYing busino~s in supplying the interior 
of this State, Georgia, North Carolina, .. A .. lnbmna, Ten
nessee~ and eYen )Iississippi. 

As the different connecting Tiailronds "·ero opened, 
especially the Gcorgja Railroad and its branches~ the 
business of the South Carolina Hailroad increased, nnd 
the receipts ·whieh in 1834, only :nnountcd to SlG6,000, 
in ten yenrs reached 8533,000, and continued to increase 
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in an1ount until the broaking out of tho lato ,y~u·. 
Through fi-eights as ,Yell !lS local rates ,Yere then appor
tioned ,vith liber!1lity nnd ju<lg1nent. Jnst after the 
close of the ,\·ar, ,vhen the South Carolina, Railroad 
found thcn1sclYe:S greatly en1barrasse<.l" for "·ant of 
1noney ,Yhcrc,Yith to repair the serious injuries inflict
ed by the Federal troops, and the ft)lly of our o,\·n gen
erals, our n1crch~u1ts bore patiently the high ehargcs 
for freights on this I!oad. The Con1pauy could not 
borrO\\. 1noncy, and tho Road ha<l to pay for its repairs 
out of it~ earnings. This state of thing~ has pa:-:-scd 
a,vay, the Roa<l has been put in con1plctc running 
order to Oolu1nbia and .A.ugusta. 

Great C;rcdit i~ due to the 1nanugcrs of this Road, for 
the energy displayed in rebuilding the tracks on both 
branches, together w·ith the extensive bridges ,\·hich 

· had been destroyed by n1ilitary orders fron1 both 1)ar
ties in the recent revolution and ,var. ,v--c nutv no,v 
look ,vith confidence for a gradual reduction of freights, 
·whereby the trade and ton1n1erce of Charleston 1nay 
be restored, and the receipts of the Con1pany, at the 
san1e tin1e, be so greatly increased ns to :warrant fur
ther iin1n·ovcn1ents. 

THE NORTH-EASTER~ IL-\ILRO.:\.D. 

The North-Eastern Railroad, although 11ot so fin· a, 
_})rofitable investn1ent foi· the stockholders, is an iin
})Ortant connection in the great chain of travel along 
the seaboard. Bringing to Charle$tOn tho "•:!1luablc 
produc:ts of the rich Pee Dee valley, and affording the 
neare:;t n1ail and passenger route to the X orth, this 
enterprise 1nust, in ti1n0, prove exceedingly profitable. 
The various interests ·which arc dependent for their 
proper dcvclop1nent upon this road, rcnJer its pros;pects 
and n1anagernent 1natters of scriou~ consideration to 
the people of Charleston. Co1nn1encing ·with the e;oal 
fields of:; orth Carolina, ,n~ 1nust, at once p<:rceiYc ho,~l 
in1portant to this eity it i~, that this u::-efnl 1ninc·ral 
fuel. \Y hieh lies in abnndane;c in our sister State. ~hould 
be ti·ansported over the Coal Fields Railrqad to c';hcra·w, 
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thence bv the Chcr~1. \Y and Darlington l{nilroad to 
r,lorcnce.~ and thenee ln· tho :X orth-Eastcrn Railroad to 

,' .; 

Charleston. 
Xc:xt is tho junction of this road ,\·ith tho \rihning

ton and )Ianc~he:-;tcr Tinilroad at Florcnco, giYing the 
shortest route fron1 Charlef--ton to Ke"· York. and 
:1ffording to the eitizcns of Io,\·er Georgia, by "~ay of 
the S:.1Yannah Hailrond, nnd of Florithl: by the stea1nerB 
connecting ,vith Ch~lrleston, the adYantagos of cheap 
:1nd rapid traYcl to the northern citie~ . 

.. A.t tho san1e point, Florence, tho Chora,v nnd Dar
lington Ilailroacl pours into tho :X Orth-Eastern ears the 
Yuluahlo productions of the Pee Doc Ynllcy. The sea
port of Gcorgoto"·n 1nust also, nt :in early day, con
nect ·with this road by a short lino, ,vhich has been in 
agitation for sO1110 tiino past. 

Looking no,v to tho 1nanage1nent of the road ,ve find 
n1uch to adn1iro. 

Chartered in 1851, the X orth-Eastorn Huilroad had 
to contend "·ith 1nany difficulties and obstacles fro1n 
its inception. Tho bridge over the Santee is a n1onu-
1ncnt to the energy of the officers of the Con1pany, and 
to tho genius of the inventor, Dr. Potts. This rc
n1arkable structure rccci,;;cd serious injury during the 
"·ar, having lost all the ,yood ,vork by the folly of our 
o,vn n1ilitary leaders~ and one of tho iron cylindrical 
piers by tho action of tho 1.Jnion gun boats. Tho ,vhole 
is no,v con1plote1y restored. under the conduct of 
Presidents IIugor, )Icl(ay, )lac}'arlan, and its present 
head, )Ir ... A ... P. Ravenel, nssi~tcd by that able and in
dofo.tigablo suporin ten dent, )Ir. S. S. Solon1ons, this 
road has ahvays been 1nanagod ,\-ith ro1narkable 
success. Tho regularity ·with ,vhieh tho trains ,Yero 
run-tho aln1ost entire c:xe1nption fro1n fl.ccidcnt~, and 
the quantity of ,,·ork aeco1nplished-spcak ,Yell for the 
energy and ability of its 1nfl.nagcr~. \Vo trust the rc
,iYal of trade "·ill soon enable thi~ co1np~ny to rceo,er 
feon1 its los:Sc~, nnd eon1p(•11~:a te its stockhohlc1·s for 
their paticnc-0 anll c-0nfitle11C·c in its 1Jt1n1atc suc:ce:-;s. 
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THE CH.-\.RLESTO~ AND SAVANNAH RAILROAD. 

The Ch:"rleston and SaYannah Railroad Con1pany 
,vas chartered bv the State of South Carolina in De
cen1bcr, 1853, an~l by (~eorgia, in February, 1854. The 
projeetors of this enterprise entertained high hopes of 
its l)rofitablc character~ anll benoficinl inflncnco upon 
the trade and traYel of both cities. This short lino of 
one hundred n1iles ,\-oul<l coinpleto the sea-board route 
between N c,v York_ and the (}ulf; \\-onl<l open a lncl":1-
tiV"e business ,;rith South-,vcstern G-eorgia, Florida and 
.. A.laba1na; ,Yould ~reatly iucrea~c the eo1nn1cr('.ial ope
rations bet-ween Charlc:3ton nnd Sa¥::u1nah1 and ,vould 
derive 1nuch profit fro1n the local trade and travel of 
the ·wealthy country through ,vhieh it passed. In vie,v 
of the great politic;al crisis then loo1ning up in the dis
tance, it \Yas thought iinportant to forn1 a dose con
nection bct,vcen States having con1n1on interests an<l 
institutions. The ,Yisdo1n of this view· ,vas fully proven 
during our recent trouble~, ,vhen this Road did such 
good service in conyeying troops an<l n1unitions of ,var, 
as ,vell as various products and 1ner<.:handise, betw·cen 
the t\\-o cities, and the various n1ilitary posts fron1 the 
.A.shlcy to the Savannah rivers. 

The first President ,vas '11hos. P. Drayton. On the 
29th i\Iarch, 1858, the first locon1oth-e on this Road, 
the " .. A.shley," con1n1enccd ,vork in conveying rails and 
cross ties to the traek layers. Drane & Singletary, 
soon after that ti1ne, eon11nenced operations as con
tractors, and soon sho\ved such energy and rapidity of 
1novement, as to astonish our usually slo"- J)eople. On 
the 15th of N ovcn1 hor1 1858, freight and passenger 
trains ran to the Edisto riV"er, and on the 20th of No
vembcr, 1860, the entire Road \Yas eon1pleted. On the 
29th of ~1 areh, 1858, th c fir:-;t rail "·as laid, and on the 
26th }fay, 18601 the last. rail \\-as put in position. Just 
a 111011th before the Ordin~lncc of Sece!:sion ,vas issued, 
this Road, desti:ilcd to play so ilnportant a part in the 
rcYolution, ·was c·on1pleted. .A. fo'"r n1011ths after,Yards, 
the appearanee of the Federal fleet on our coast b1·onght 
into play all the energy of the newly elected President, 
"'\Y. J. 31agrath, and taxed to the utn1ost the earrying 
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capacity of the road. In 1862, ~Ir. B. D. Hasell became 
President, and the business of the road continued to 
in11n·ove and yielded a net inco1ne of nearly 8160~000. 
The year 1863, under the nrn.nagcn1ent of ~Ir. R. L. 
Singletary, the pre~ent President, the net incon10 
reached 8393,000. The ,vant of a bridge across the 
.• A.shley river, ,vhich had been SC'\"'erely felt by the man
agers for years past, J)rcvcntccl the road fi·on1 doing 
even a larger business. But this favorable state of 
things ":-as soon to be changed by the 1nilitary reverses 
of the South. In Docmnber, 1864, General Sher1nan's 
arn1y approached Savannah. The Federals at IIilton 
Head soon took up a position near the lino of the road, 
and fro1n that time the trains ,vere run at the iinmi
nent risk of life and property. Disaster follo,veu dis
aster, until finally the fhilure of our cause involved 
this road in a common ruin. 

The direction of the road are, ho,vever, using every 
exertion to recover from the present depressed condi
tion. The road has been rebuilt to Saltkehatchie, 
about half the entire length of the line, and "'."e may 
hope by next fall to see the entire line in operation. 
The rich lands through ,vhich the road passes are now 
either deserted, or at best but partially eultivated. 
But the common sense of the nation must in tilne be 
feltr and this valuable portion of our State must share 
in the return of former prosperity au<l ·wealth. 

6 



CII.A .. RITA.BLE SOCIETIES IX CIL.-\.RLESTON. 

[ Editorfrtl 0YiTespomlcnce c/ tile Sm:cmnalt Doily ~Yen·s and 
I-Jerald. J 

CIL-\.RLESTOX, June 29, 1866. 

The nun1ber of Benevolent Institutions in this city 
is one of its most ren1arkablc features. Not only 
Scotch, English, Irish, Ger1nan and l~rench e1nigrants 
have for1ned the1nselvcs, at an early period of her his
tory, into associations for the relief and support of 
their countrymen ,vhcn landed on our shores, in a. 
destitute condition: but native Charlcstonh1ns forn1cd 
themselves, in aln1ost the infancy of the city, into 
Clubs for social and benevolent ]Hlrposes, and these 
Clubs gradually expanded then1selvos into Societies, 
all of who1n became organized, having hundreds of 
members, and built then1selves con1n1odious ancl ele
gant ·halls. The origin of the South Carolina Society 
,vas the Two Bit Club, ,Yhich assen1blcd at a building 
called the . Old Corner, at the north-east corner of 
Church and Broad streets. 

Our space ,vill not enable us to enun1crate all, or 
even the greater 11un1ber of these Charitable Institu
tions, but only those of greatest antiquity. 

There ,vas for some time a controversy bet,veen some 
of the Societies as to ,vhich "'."as of earliest forma
tion, and entitled to precedence at J)rocessions. TJ1e 
right ""as finally a·w·ardcd the St. Andre,v's Society. 
The following are the dates of their formation ,vithout 
regard to the dates of incorporation. ,v e ha-,e enu
merated those of highest antiquity, to aYoid unneces
sary detail. It is ,vell kno,vn that the Hibernian, 
German Friendly, St. Patrick, Hebrew BeneYolent, 
Societic Fran~ais, are as liberal and hun1ane in the dis-
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pensation of their charities as any of the older Socie
ties. The dates of their for1nation are a.s follo,,s: 

St. Andrew in 1731. 
St. George in 1753. 
South C(1rolina, in 1737. It celebrated its centennial 

anni,·ersary in 1837. 
Fellou;slup, in 1762. It celebrated its centennial an

nivcrsarv in 1862. 
The nu"'n1ber of 1nc1nbers of the South Carolina has gen

erally been bet,veeri t"·o and three hundred, and of the 
Fello"·ship, the t,vo 1nost numerous of the Benevolent 
Societies, betw·cen one and t,vo hundred. The funds of 
all these institutions hav·e been devoted since their 
organization to the n1aintenance of the destitute wido,vs 
and children of their members, an<l the education of 
the latter. The ,var has made sad havoc ,v-ith these 
funds from ,vbat has proved to be unproductive invest
ments in Confederate and bank stocks. 

THE PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES-THE CI:N'CINNATI. 

This Society ,vas for1ned by tho surviving officers of 
the American army, at the close of the Revolution, in 
1783. There ,vcre State Societies in each of the thir
teen old States, and a General Society composed of 
delegates from these. General ,v ashington ,,as the 
first President G-eneral, elected in 1784. General C. C. 
Pinckney of South Carolina ,vas the third. The State 
Society of Sou th Carolina w·as founded in 1783, Gen. 
,v1n. l\Ioultrie being the first President. It consists of 
the descendants of the founders. It has charity for its 
object, and that of this State has contributed to the 
relief of 1nany ,vorthy objects. The Society nu1nbers 
in this State bet,,·een t,,·enty-fiv-c and thirty.* 

The Society has a beautiful jcw·el. That in the cus
tody of the President General is co111poso<l of dia1nonds, 
and ,vas presented to General \Yashington by the !=-ailors 
of the fleet of Count DcGrasse. It is :-,aid to be ,,orth 

* On1y the lin~al dc5cendants are entitled to membership, but 
there is a proposition now under con~iderntion, to ad1nit collateral, 
where th-~re i5 a f..tilure of lini:al de3cendants. 
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810,000. This is nO\lt in possession of C-i-o,. Fish, of N. 
Y., the present President General. 

A:,lERICAN REYOLl'TIOX SOCIETY AND SEYE:STY -SIX 
ASSOCIATION. 

It ·was about the year 1790, that the An1erieun ReY
olution Society "yas foun<led, principally by civilians, 
as it ,Yould appear, in opposition to the Cincinnati 
Society, w·hich. being forn1ed cxdusively of the officers 
of the Revolution, led to considerable jealousy. It con
tinued to be the only Patriotic Association in the 
city, besides the Society of Cincinnati. About the year 
1812, a Society ,,as forn1ed called the ,vhig .A.ssocia
tion, ·which ,yas of short duration. The })arty disputes 
which gre-w out of tho ,,ar of 1812, gave great bitter
ness to the political controversies of that period. The 
Se,enty-Six Association "~as the result of an amalga
mation of the A1nerican Revolution Society and the 
Whig Association, or to speak ,vith n1oro 1)recision, 
what remained of the Whig Association and the Amer
ican Revolution Society ,vas merged into the Seventy
Six Association. Its first anniversary ,vas celebrated 
by the appointment of Judge \V m. Johnson as orator, 
who appeared in St. Phillip's Church, on the occasion, 
in a full suit of homespun. The approaching anniver
sary of Indcpcndenc:e will, therefore, be its 53rd anni
versary. Its orators have cn1braced so1nc of the dis
tinguished nan1es in the annals of Charleston oratory, 
such as Langdon Cheves, Robert Y. Hayne, &c. Thos. 
Y. Simons is the present President. 

THE )L-\.SONIC SOCIETIES. 

The )Iasons arc too hnportant a body to be oYer
looked. '\Ve can afford, ho-\,cvcr, in a -,vork like this, 
hut the briefest notice. '~ ~lackey's History of Free 
l\Iasonry in South Carolina," affords the n1ost c01n1)lete 
,iew of the successive changes in the history of the 
order from the earliest period. The first Lodge of 
Free ~Ia.sons in Charleston 1,yas opened in 1736. Dis-
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cord broke out an1ong the l\fasons in this State, which 
continued for sev-eral yours. The quarrel ,vas recon
ciled in 1817, by the union between the Grand Lodge 
of .A.ncient or York 11asons ,vith the Grand Lodge of 
Free and Accepted ~Iasons. The union has been pro
ductive of benefit, and the separate Lodges hav-e acted 
in such harmony as to ensure the objects for which 
they ha'°'e been organized. 



:OIEDICAL SOCIETY .A.ND )IEDIC.A.L COLLEGE 
OF S0l7TII CAROLIX.A. 

[ Edito1·ial Correspondence cf il1e Sm.:annali Daily 1feu.:s aud 
Herald.] 

CHARLESTON, July 1, 1866. 

The )Icclieal Society of South Carolina ,Yas incor
J)Orated in the year 1791. On July 9th, 1792, a Fee 
Bill "·as adopted by the Society, ,vhich "·as signed 
by the follo"·ing 1nc1nbers: llobert ,vilson, Isaac 
Char.dler, J an1es Lynah, Peter Fayssoux. Alexander 
Baron, E. Poinsett, Tucker Harris, David Ran1say, 
George Logan, George Carter, G·eorgc 1Ccisselback, 
,villian1 Handy, Charles F. Bartlett, )lathias Steupies, 
Christian Hahubaun1, G·eorge F. Hahnbau1n, Thos~ 
~Iarshall, 1-Ienry Collins Flagg, ,vn1. Read, ,v 111. S1nith 
Stevens, San1l. 1,Vilson, Joseph H. Ran1say, John 
Cracker, Phillip )loser, Peter J ose1)h ~lore, Thos. H. 
:OicCalla, Jan1es :Moultrie, "'\Vm. Ijeh1:-e, Charles L. J. 
Possar<l, Na than Bro,vnson, John Crawfort, John E. 
Poyas, )Iatho-w Irvine-probably con1prising all the 
n1cn1bers of tho Society at that tin1c. 

The 3Ic<lical College of South Carolina "·as incorpo
rated in the year 1823, and ,Ycnt into successful opera
tion in :K o,e1nbcr, 1824-opening ,Yi-th a class of fifty
four students, of which 11u1nbor four graduated in the 
n1onth of l\l~u-ch ensuing, ,iz: E. Geddings, S. C., -
Gtir,in, Ga., --1.Vebb, S. C., --Felder, S. C. Tw·o 
of this nun1bor, the first and second, ha,e long been 
professors. 

The orjgin of tho College ,vus as follo,Ys: ])r. S. II. 
Dickson, J a1nes Ran1say, and II. R. Frost had, <luring 
the t,\·o preceding years, dcli-rcred private courses of 
lectures to a few· students, at the Charleston .. A .. hn5 
House. Encouraged by their success they ,verc in
duced to n1ake application to tho jfedical Society of 
South Carolina to use its influence in organizing a 
i\Iedical College in Charleston. The applieation "·as 
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not enc:ourap:ecl, but ,,;as finallr agreed to on eondition 
that the Soc:iety shoulJ ineur no responsibility beyond 
that of ftcting ns a boar<-l of 'l1rustce:3. \Vith thi~ un
derstanding a charter ,yas applied for and recciYed, the 
~Ie<lical Society of South Carolina being elected a 
Board of Trustee:s. A ten1porary "\Yoodcn building ,vas 
erected on hn1d granted by the city, at the expense of 
the faculty, ~1nd in a siinilar ·way all the necessary 
appliances ,vere furnished. 'The l\Icdieal Society, as 
authorized. hy the charter, proceeded to fill the re
spective chairs as follo,-vs; Anato1ny~ John Ed,Yards 
J{olbrook ; Surgery, J nines Ra1nsay ; Institutes und 
Practice of l\Iedicinc, Sa1nl. Henry Dickson; liateria 
l\Iediea, IIenry Rutledge Frost; Obstetrics~ Thos. G. 
Prioleuu; Che1nistry, Ed1nund Ra.Yenel. E. Geddings, 
then an undergraduate, J)erforn1ed the duties of 
Den1onstrator of .Anaton1y during the first session, and 
at the end of the eourse w·as elected to that offiee. 

The College prospered beyond the n1ost 8anguine ex
pectn tious of its founders, and encouraged by this suc
cess, application ,yas n1adc to the City, nnd to the Leg
islature for such aid as n1ight be necessary to erect a 
suituble building, proYide an .. A.naton1ical 1'luseu1n, and 
Che1nical apparatus. The city pro1nptly responded by, 
not only a gra.n-t-of land on ,Yhich to erect the building, 
but also by an appropriation of fifteen thou~and dollars, 
on condition that the Faculty \\·ould obligate the1nseh·eg 
to furnish gratuitous professional attendance on the 
Charleston ... A.lms llousc and the l\larinc lios1>ital, for a 
period of t\\·enty years. The State, ,Yiih con11ne11su
rate liberality, responde<l by an appropriotion of ten 
thousand dollars. Out of these :.1ppropriations the edi
£.ce no,v existing ,Yas erected, and 111any of the present 
appliances ,yere furnished. But the 1nunificcnce of the 
State did not stop here. On t,Yo subsequent oc~ca.sions 
she responded to the ea.Ils of the Faculty--once by an 
appropriation of nine thousand, nnd agnin by one of 
t,-renty thousand dollars. Thi;; last appropriation ,\"'as 
1nade under the ne"\\- organization to be next n1entioned. 
The faculty first oecnpicd the ne"· edifice in the 
.,A.utun1n of 1826. 
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In 1831 J a1nes Ran1say resigned the chair of Surgery, 
and tho faeulty, in seeking a. suitable saccessor, non1i
nated E. Geddings u11anin1ously to the ~Icdical Society; 
then tho Bonrcl of 'l"l·w;tces. IIc had for son1c years 
secccssfully con<luctcJ a private .. Anatomical anci Sur
gical school. In opposition to this unanin1ons recom
mendation of the fhculty, the ~Iedieal Society elected 
John "'\Y agner to the ehair of Surgery. This created 
so much discontent, that S. II. Dickson resigned the 
chair of Institutes and Practice. and T. Y. Simons was 
elected in his place. ..At the end of· the session all the 
ren1aining n1embers of the old faculty resigned, and 
application ,vas 1nade to the next session of the Lcgis
la ture for the charter of n nc,v College, ·which ,vns 
granted under the name of the "}ledical College of the 
State of South Carolina." This ,vent into operation in 
1832, but as the court <lecidcd that the old charter 
bound the College property, the Jiedical Soeiety IH'O

ceeded to fill the vacant chairs, and the faculty, un<lcr 
the nc,v organization, w·ere under the necessity of se
curing acco1n1nodation else,vhcre, ,vhich they did by 
purchase of the old theatre, situated at the intersection 
of Broad and N O"\V streets. There ,vere, consequently, 
t"-o Co1leges in operation. But this condition of 
things di<l not long continue ; the Society's College 
finally concluding to cease operations, and to restore 
the original property to the corporation of the ]Iedical 
College of the State of South Carolina. 

This latter College, as l)re-·dously intin1atccJ, ·was in
corporated in 1832, ,Yith a Board of Trustees coin posed 
of eleYcn non-professional n1en1bers, ,vith a concurrent 
,ote on the part of the faculty. The follo,Ying pro
fessors \Yere elected to the respcctiYc c~hairs, Yiz : 
Practice of l\iicdicine, S. II. Dickson; }Iateria ~Iedica, 
II. R. Frost; Surgery, John ""\Y agner; Obstetrics, Thos. 
G. Prioleau; Che1ni8try, Ednu1nd RaYencl; Anatomy, 
John E. Holbrook, Physiology, Jan1es )Ioultric. John 
Bellinger ,,as elected Dcn1onstrator of ~r\..naton1y. In 
the organization of this College, a Chair of Pathological 
.Anaton1y was added to the progra1nn1e, on condition 
of its be;ng accepted by E. Geddings, ,vho, in 1831, had 
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aceepted a unani1nou~ inYitn.tion to occupy ihe ehair of 
Anato1ny an<l Physiology in the l 1niversity of l\1ary
lancl, at Balti1nore. In eonsequenee of the offer being 
declined at that tin1e, the ehnir of Pntholog-ical ... .\.nat-
01ny "·as per1nittcd to ren1ain Yacant until 1837, ,Yhen 
the snbjeet of )Iedical J nrisprudence lu1sing been added 
to that of Pathological .An:.1to1ny, ]~. Gecl<lhrgs resigned 
his position in the U niv·ersity of )Iaryland, and accept
ed the appointn1ent in the )Iedical College of the State 
of South Carolina. 

In the 1nean tin1c, Edn1und Rav-enel had resigned the 
<;hair of Che1nistry, and ,yas succeeded by Charles U. 
Shephard, of New· Haven, ,Yho is still its incun1bent. 
The faculty ren1ained thus constituted until s01netime 
after the restoration of the original College property 
to the ne,v corporation, and the death of John ,v agner, 
the professorship of Surgery having become vacant by 
the latter event, E. Geddings, w·ho had delivered the 
course on Surgery, in addition to his on Pathological 
Anaton1y and lledical Jurisprudence, was transferred 
to tpc Surgical professorship, the })lace J)reviously oc
cupied by him being allo"·ed to becon1e dormant. 

At a subsequent period, S. II. Dickson having accept
ed the appointment as Professor of Practice of )fedicine 
in the U ni--rersity College of N e,Y York, in order to 
1n·o1notc the interest of the College, E. Geddings 1n·o
J)Ose<l to vacate tl1e Surgieul_ Chair in favor of John 
Bellinger, a.nd to accept the Professorship of Institutes 
and Practice of )Iedicine, rendered -vacant by the res
ignation of S. II. Dickson. This arrangement ,vas 
n1ade; but after some tiino, S. II. Dickson ha-ving ex
pressed a desire to return to Charleston, John Bellin
ger~ with a vie"· of pro1noting this object, .offered to 
resign the Surgical Chair, on eonJition thnt E. Ged
dings ·would consent to resn1ne it, and thus have the 
Chair of Practice open for S. II. Diekson. The propo
sition ha Ying been accepted, S. H. Dickson returned to 
his forn1er position, vrhich he continued to occupy~ 
until he ,v-as called to tho Chair of Practice of )Iodicine 
i1: Jefferson College, Philadelphia. ,Yhich he still occu
pies. 
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A. short ti1nc before this last c,·en t, E. Geddings 
resigned the Proft)ssorship of Surgery, and J. Julian 
Chisohn ,yas cleete<l as his successor, ,vhich position he 
still holds. On S. IL Dickson's resignation, ,vhich 
took place shortly aftcr\\·ar<ls, P. C. Gaillard ·was elect
ed Professor of Institutes and Praetiee of ~Iedicine, 
but his health fniling before the course ,,a~ half OYer, 
}~. Geddings "·as ,n1ited on by tt delegation of the 
faculty un<l the friends of P. U. Gaillard, ,,·ith tho re
quest that he \YOul<l finish the course. This request 
·was acceded to, and at the solicitation of his for1nrr 
colleagues, he consented to rcsu1ne his forn1er }JOsition 
as Professor of Institutes un<l Practice of ~1edicine, of 
w·hich Chair he is still the incumbent. 

The next change in the arrangen1ent8 of the College 
,, .. as the resignation by J. E. Holbrook, ,vho retired 
from the Anato1nical Chair ,vith the title of En1erctus 
Professor of Anatomy, an<l F. T. )files, the present in
cun1bent, ,vas thereupon elected Professor of .Anatomy. 

Under these 1nultitudinous vicissitudes, the College 
continued to 11ros1)er, ,vith a steadily augmenting e,i
dence of still greater su,~cess, until the autun1n of f861, 
·when the session of that year, w·hich had already <:om-
1nenced, ,vas brought to an abrupt tcr1ni nation by the 
calan1ities of ,var. .All operations in the exercises of 
the College ceased fi·om that period, and the halls of 
science ,vere closc<l, until the spring of 1865, ,vhen the 
city having been evacuated by th\.~ Confederate troops, 
the Pe<lcral arn1y took possession, under the 1)le<lgc on 
the part of the co1n1nandnnt, of the protection of per
sons au<l property. "\Yithin a short period after this 
eYent, E. Geddings, then the only rcpresentath·e of the 
faculty in the city, nut<.le application to Col. Ste,Yart. L. 
"\Voo<lford, to clai1n protcetion of the 11roperty of a 
scientific institution~ and. if possible, to haYe it placed 
under his proteetion. IIc ,yas inforn1ed that it had. 
been phtced under the eontrol of A. G-. Jlackey, but 
fi.ch·i::-:-ed hin1 to eall on Dr. Burton. ~Icdical Director of 
tl1e Post. ....-\pplication ,\·as ace;o{·dingly 1nndc to Dr. 
Burton, ,vho furni~hed the applicant \Yith a pa!'~: grant
ing hiin the pri·dlege of free ingress :.ind egrc~s. Dr. 
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Tren nor succe0dcd Dr. Burton in a f e,Y days, as Jledi
cal Director, \Yho kindly endorsed the J)ass, gh-ing 
Yalidity to its authority. This pass ,vas subsequently 
presented to the sentinel on duty, in front of the Col
lege, "~ ho rudely refused the hearer achnittance, and. 
requested to eall the offiecr of the <lay, insultingly dc
elincd to do so. 

In the 1nean tin1e, the gates "~ere force<l open, the 
fence bet"-een the Roper Hospital, (the for1ncr in the 
occupancy of the Vcderal troopRJ and the door:; and 
,Yindo"-s of the College broken open, thus pern1itting 
daily })illnge and plunder, under the inuncdinte obser
vation an<l cognizance of the sentinel posted there to 
J)rotect the 1)roperty. 

This 1n·ocess of J)illage and de.::-truction "~as permit
ted to go on ,yithout interruption until so1netin1e in 
June, 1865, "-hen Gen. C-i-urney, then Post Con1rrrn.nder, 
sent for E. Gcdding::;, and expressed his desire to turn 
over the 1n·operty. An order ·w:is accordingly issued 
to ])Ut the College and all its appurtenances into the 
hands of E. Geddings, "in trust for the faculty," and 
to recover ,vhatcvcr had been stolen, or earricd a,Yay, 
,Yherever it 1night be found. Dr. Rector, Post Surgeon, 
,,-as sent to 1nake the deliYery, ·who acted "~ith great 
kindness and courtesy. 

The scene 1>resentcd on entering the College w·ould 
beggar any attcn1pt at description. 'f h_e floors, fron1 
the roof to the cellar, ,vcre stre,Yed ,vith the fragments 
and litter of valuable articles ,vantonly destroyed; 
chairs an<l tables either broken up, or carried off; all 
the benches of the lecture roon1s torn up fro1n their 
fastenings, and ren1oved to rig up a theatre; the ,alua
ble chen1ical laboratory a chaotic mass of broken appa
ratus, 111uch of it glass, srnashed to obtain the brass, a 
large bag of which was found ready packed, an<l put 
aside for remo,-al; and nu1ny pieces of valuable appa
ratus, n1odel-working engines, costly air pumps, &c., 
&c., stolen, and shipped North. )Iany ,aluable and 
rare specimens of the Anaton1ical l\Iuseun1 ha<l been 
pillaged and carried a·way, and the rich Library of the 
~Iedical Society, ,vhich "·as deposited in the College, 
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,yas found to have been robbed of all its n1ost choice 
and recent ,vorks, \Yhile in nu1.ny cases, the n1ost eostly 
books ,vith plates, had the latter recklessly torn out, 
IeaYing the letter press and bindings behind. Son1e 
few· of the books, and a few of tho preparations from 
the ~Iuseun1, were found at the 1~opcr IIospital, ·which, 
it ,vas said, had been ren1oved there by or<lcr of ... l. G. 
)lackey. l\Iost of the1n, ho-,veYer, ,vas understood to 
have been boxed and shipped by the depredators under 
the sanction of authority. Two <liplon1as of the Col
lege, ·which had been filled and signed, but not caUed 
for, the parties had their nnn1es erased, and the names 
of an acting .A.ssistant Surgeon, and his Hospital Ste,v
urd substituted. 

After all these disaster~, backed by the disastrous 
influences of \Yar, and the in1p<l\crishcd condition of 
the Southern country, it ,vas no easy task to resusci
tate the College fron1 its fallen fortunes, yet the success 
of the last session, exceed the cxpectaHons of its 
friend~. 



T1IE CHA .. HL}:STOX CLUBS. 

[ EditoJ"ial Currespmulcncc of t/11; Sa-tamwlt Dail21 1Yl'1/·s and 
Jfei'£tld.] 

CHARLESTO~, July 3, lSGG. 

There has been a great i1nprovc1ncnt in the charac
ter of these associations. It has been gradual, and 
certainly progressive. Pro1n the notices scattered 
through the descriptions of ,vriters, and the traditions 
of others, our ancestors before the revolution, cared 
n1orc for social enjoy1ncnt than -intellectual culture, 
but imn1edi~tely sub8cquent to that event, they blended 
the pleasures of the table ,yith the cnjoy1nents of intel
lectual converse. Reading had become n1orc general. 
Peace had restored to society nutny in Charleston "~ho 
ha.d been educated nt the English universities, ,vho had 
enjoyed the advantages of travel in Europe before the 
revolutionary ,var. Charles li"raBer, in his Iien1inis
cences of Cha.rleston~ published in 1854, records the 
1Vednesday meetings of a Club of that day, composed of 
several of the reninants of the revolution, of ,,hich 
Charles Cotesw·orth Pinckney ,vas one, and to sho,Y 
the state of 1nanners and society of that clay, ren1arks, 
"such n1en ,vere in their proper elc1nent, at the head of 
society-it ,Yas theirs to n1aintain and transn1it the 
ancient character of Chadeston for intelligence an<l 
hospitality;" and here ,ve may d,ve11 with pride upon 
the uniforn1 testin1ony ( ,vhercver that can be collected) 
of all travellers and ,vriters in favor of these qualities. 
I ,vould here refer to ~Ir. Josiah Quincy's Journal of 
a visit to this city in 1773, and to the Due de Laincourt, 
,vho ,vas here in 1796. That gcntlen1an says, in bis 
published travels, ",vhatcver praise n1ay be clue to 
European gentility, yet in no part of the globe is so 
n1uch hospitality praetisecl as in A1ncrica, or e~1n it be 
better exercised than in South Carolina.:' 

There can be little doubt that the general tone of 
7 
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society ,,·as influenced by the state of n1anners preva
lent tbrqugh the influence of the educated class ,vho thus 
met for social purposes, and -:,ho combined n1ental 
entertainn1ent ,Yith the offices of hospitality. By 
degrees the mere pleasures of ,-r hat are deemed the 
nuiterial or grosser e11joyn1ents gaYe ,vay to the spirit
ual and jntellcctual. }.,ron1 those Clubs sprung those 
other associations that, as society ad,ances, become 
centres of discussion, enlarging the sphere of mental 
acth·ity, and the limits of scientific inquiry. It was 
so before the ·war, ,vhich has scattered its n1embers. 
Tho Hon. G·eorge S. Bryan, in his Biographical Sketch 
of Charles Fraser, speaks of one of these Clubs ,vhose 
existence dates "from aln1ost half a century back, ,vith 
the exception of an interval of some years betv;.:-·een 1835 
and 1842, has been continued to this day ,,·ith ,veekly 
meetings," among ,,hose names ,vill be found those of 
.... .\.gassiz, Bachman, G-iln1an, Stephen Elliott, Grimkc, 
Ravenel, and n1any other:--. 



[Editorial 

TIIE CITY CE)IETERIES. 

Currcspondcnce of tl1e Scn:annalt Daily i\ ... e11:s and 
lferald.] 

CHARLESTON, .T uly 5, 1866. 

'fhc n1ost ancient of the City Cen1ctcries are those 
of St. Philip and St. 1\lichael, the Independent Congre
gationulist, and First and Second Presbyterian, 3Ieet
ing-strcet; Baptist Church, Church street; Unitarian 
Church and Gcrn1an Lutheran, .A.rch<lale street ; Ron1an 
Catholic and Trinity Church, llasel street; and 1Iebre-w· 
Congregation, Con1ing street. In son1e of thein are 
interred the remains of those "Tho ,verc coeval ,Yith the 
founding of the colony, and in nearly all of thon1 the 
remains of 1nen ,vho had distinguished then1selvc8 in 
the Pulpit and the Senate, on the judgment seat, at the 
bar and in the field-of those from ,vhose lips flow·cd 
the truths of religion and the lessons of n1orality, w·hose 
counsels ,vere the inspiration of "T1sdo1n and truth, to 
,vhose heroisn1 ,ve o,Ye our liberties, and ,vhose efforts 
at the forun1 or on the bench, upheld the majesty of 
the la,v. Let us ever hold in veneration the grounds 
in ·which they haYe found their last resting place, and 
})reser,:c their nan1e as n. perpetual green spot in our 
1nen1or1es. 

THE CITY OF THE DEAD. 

The i\•ritor of the Reininisccncos, by a poetical 
license, is supposed, in a part of the following ren1arks, 
to haYe paid n vi~it to ~Iagnolia. 1Iere "·e arc in the 
City of the Dead. IIcrc 1\·e arc force<l to forget all 
those cares and anxieties that perplex us through life. 
}Ierc ·we 1nust bury all those jea1ousics that fret and 
annoy us; for here all passions arc subdued-all yoices 
arc stilled. Ho"~ a-,Yful is this solitude! lio,,p pro
found is this silence ! surrounded by the 1nen1orials of 
perishable n1ortality. These "\"'erdant slopes-this green 
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swar<l, so pleasant to the eye-those beautiful sheeb, of 
water-eannot disguise the silence that environs us on 
e,ery si<le. The profundity of the solitude ! It is 
many ycnrs since ,,~e visited ~Iagno1ia. It lras the 
})eriod of its consecration, ,y hen the orator of the day, 
in the strains of a touching eloquence reealled the iina
ges of <leath, hin1self on the verge of the graYc ! ,vhat 
,.vonld he say no,Y~ if his spirit could be rcin1bodied, 
at contemplating the dcBctration "·ith "·hieh it has 
been visited! 

But ,ve thought ,ve could not present a 1norc truthful 
picture of its present condition after its desecration, 
than fron1 the hand of its present president, ,vho ,vas 
one of its founders. and who had been an un,villing . ~ 

,vi"i:ness of th:tt desecration. ,v-e, therefore, requested 
Frederick Richards, Esq., to dra,v up an authentic state
ment of the circun1stances, and to 1Yhom 1\9e stand in
debted for the follow·ing correspondence. 

There are t,,o other Cemeteries adjoining liagnolia, 
for the interment of Catholics and Ger1nan Lutherans. 

:\IAGNOLIA CE)IETERY. 

This tract of ground just outside of the city limits, 
on the banks of the Cooper river, w·as originally know·n 
as }lagnolia U 1nbra. ,Yhcn it ,vas purchased by the 
present J)roprietors and founders of tho Ce1netery, it 
'"as a neglected far1n, ,,here c·Iubs and parties of pleas
ure ,vould resort to have their fi·olics and ga1nes. The 
beautifnl situation of this spot, con1nu1nding an cxten
si ve and picturesque vie,,, n1akes it a pleasant resort to 
strangers as ,yell as to our O'\"\·n people. 

In 1849, a fe,v gcntlen1en ,vho felt not only the 
desirableness of establishing u rural cen1etcry outside 
the city li1nit~, but the great i111portance of it in a sani
tary point of vie,,, cn<leaYore<l to organize a con1pany 
for that purpose. The attaclnnents of ancestral grounds 
in our church yards, and other influencer-;, ,vere so 
l)otcnt they could not succeed. They then detern1ined 
to fonn an association and inYite as n1any as ,yould Le 
'\Yilling to join vdth the1n in the cnteri)rise; Lut on 
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' ' 
<.'ani-;assing the eity foun<l but eight persons '"'ho were 
,villing to engage ·with then1-these persons are the 
present proprietors. The Company ,,as organized. by 
the election of }Ir. Ed\\·ar<l Sebring, President, and for 
Directors, \V n1. C. Dukes, ]Ion. "\V m. D. Porter, Fred
~rick Richards, George N. l?cynol<ls, u11d "\Vin. S. 
"\V ulkcr. These gentlernen icere the founders of J.llagnolia 
Cemetery. The board rcn1ains at present as first or
ganize<l, not a death having occurred in it or an1ong 
the original proprietors. In1n1ediately on their organ
ization they employed the services of ~Ir. E. C. Jones 
as surveyor and architect of the grounds, to " .. hose 
excellent taste and judgn1ent they are indebted for the 
,vinding paths, and beautiful n1anncr in ,Yhich they are 
arranged. The ,vork of planting trees, digging lakes, 
and nutking artificial ponds ,,as found to be very ex
J)ensivc, an<l although 111ost of the lots a1._e no,y sold, 
the original outlay has not yet been returne<l. 

It w·as, therefore, a private enterprise, and the indi
viduals inter.csted spared neither time or n1eans to make 
it one of the most charn1ing attractions of the city. 

On visiting the grounds in the sun1n1er of 1861, at 
the entrance ,vas a neat, con1n1odious, and accomn1oda
ting lodge, for the shelter and con1fort of the n1any 
entering the gate,,ay, the first object that struck your 
!lttention "·as the beautiful Gothic Chapel directly 
across the lake, and standing on vthat is kno,Yn a~ 
Chapel Island. ....\round the Chapel "'."as a 1nost beauti
ful grove of young forest oaks, all nearly of 0,~e .size, and 
fi~o1n the gate entrance had the appearanc~ of a large 
umbrella spread io invite and protect the ,veary to 
rest. Approaching, nncl ,vest ot~ the chapel, ,vas a 
dense forest, ,vhich the proprietors \"rould not allo,Y 
axe or pruning knife to enter, ,Yhich gave a wildness 
to the whole appearance of this spot, as if it ren1ained 
as it did a hundred years ago. 

Visitino· it now the heart \Yas saddened at the 
change. 

0

The fencing around it destroyed; except that 
of 1'1r. Reynolds. The Lodge nearly all gone. 1' ot one 
left of the forest of oaks around the chapel. The dense 
forest with its old mossy oaks all cut do,vn-gonc. The 
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furniture of the chapel, l)C\V'S, etc., not a yestige left. 
_\nd in ans,vcr to our enquiries found that the troops 
under con1n1nnd of Genl. J. P. liatc-h ,-rerc allo,,e<l to 
camp on these grounds and oi-er the grares of our people, 
and to thcn1 is charged the destruction of the })ropcrty 
and barbarity of the sacrilege to our dead .. 

25 Bt:LL STREET, May 23, 1865. 

Brig. Gen. John P. Hatch: 

General: 

It is ,vith n1uch reluctance, n.nd only fro1n a })Ositi,c 
sense of duty, that I again call your attention to mat
ters connected ,vith the 31agnolia Ccn1etery. 

In our first interYie-w relatiYe to this Cemetery in 
February last, I reported to you the destruction of our 
entire enclosure, the desecration of the church, ·with 

· the ruin of its ornate ,vin<lo,v, and the eutting 
do,vn of a ben,utiful groye of oak trees ,vhich ad
joined nnd surrounded the chapel, and ,Yhich is re
garded as aln1ost sacred fi·on1 their having been dedica
ted v;ith the grounds as a part of the te1nple. vthen yon 
pro111ptly ordered n. guard to be placed for their future 
proteetion: expressing y<'ar deepest regrets at ,Yhat 
had occurred, ,,ith a requc~t that I ,Yotll<l report, if 
any further datnage "·as conunitte<l. I retired fron1 
this interyiew· feeling a~sured that all that re1nainc<l
our lodge, our g0od regulations, and the sanctity of 
the grounds at ]cast-were safe: and ,vould .be hence
forth respected. I therefore do sincerely regret having 
to rcport1 that our lodge at the entrance of the ground~, 
and ·whieh cost us about 81:800, has been rceently al
n1ost entirclv dcn1olishcd. The sanctity of the grounds 
has been inYaJed, and con1plaints n1a<l'e of ton1hs haY
jng been robbed of their ornan1ents1 the keeper's res
idence fired into, nnd an attc1npt n1adc to fell n1ore of 
the trees~ bnt ,,hieh the re1nonstrance of the superin
tendent pre,·entcd. 
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Little, therefore, remains to us no,v but our rules, 
regulations, and pl!-l.ns, and it is of the utn1ost in1por
tance to have thein prc:::-erved and strictly adhered to. 

For the further development of the grounds, feeling 
ho-w essential they are, I have to report to you a case 
,,here they arc seriously endangered. The grounds 
about the church, kno,\·n as "Chapel Grove/' and to 
\Yhich reference has been made, \Yerc at the dedication 
of the grounds in 1850, reserved as an appendage, and 
belonging to the chapel, beeausc of its picturesque 
beauty and aptitude, and to be forei-er exempted from 
sale or inter1nent. These grounds have been taken 
possession of by a Jlr. Redpath, (,Yho says it was by 
your order, although he did not sho,v it~) ,vho has 
entered upon then1 ,vithout our kno,Ylcdge or consent, 
and is no,v having thcn1 prepared for burial l)urposes, 
in direct violation of our rights and plans, and the 
sacred purpose to "·hich this spot ,Yas fifteen years 
ngo dedicated. 

The rules for the go"\""'crnancc of this Ce1netcry ·were 
-copied fro1n, and identieal ·with those at C-i-rcon,,·ood at 
X e·w York. and 3Iount Auburn at Boston. u-hicli forbid 
the enclosin:e of lots icith ,coode,i f ence.s. IIc has 01:dcrccl 
this.ground to· be enclosed, as I am infor1ncd, ,Yith a 
high ,,·ooclen pale fence, ,vhich is totally unfit for the 
purpose, and ,vithout any regard to the regulations. 

That yon n1a.r aet an<l dccicle ,Yith ~1 full kno,vledge 
1)f fhct~, I dce1n it proper to acltl, th~-i.t the grounds are 
prirate property, and in the absence (fcH· the present) of 
c·ourts to ,vho1n I n1ight appeai for ~111 inquisition) to 
arrest not only the violators of rule~\ bnt preserve the 
right of property, I confidently appeal to yon to 
:Sustain 1nc in the rights and protection, \\·bich they 
,\·ou1d nndonbtedly afford. 

I an1, ,·cry rcspcc:tfully, 
Your obedient serYnnt, 

FREDERICI~ RIOI-lA-\.RDS, 
Ptc8. p. t. JI. C. C'J. 
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HEAD (ias., N ORTIIER~ DrsT., DEP'T SouTII. 
,..,..\.ssistant ..A<ljutant G·eaeral's Office. 

Charleston~ S. C., l\lay 27, 1SG5. 

1l[r. Frederick Ricltard-'3: 
Sir· 

I an1 dircctc<l by the Brigadier General Con1n1and
ing, to ackno~ledgc receipt of a co1nn1unication fro1n 
you, bearing date )lay 23d, 1865 

The grounds selected for the burial of soldiers ,Yill 
be retaine<l. ..iA.pplication can be n1ade to Congress for 
relief. The destruction of the lodge is regretted, it 
"'\Yas unauthorized, and if the parties can be ascertain
ed, they will be required to pay for the sa1ne. As 
there is no fence around the groun<ls, ,ye think it neces
sary to enclose the 1nilitary w"ith a fence. 

I an1, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

E. H.A.IlRIS JE\VETT, 
1.st Lieut. ancl A. A. A. G. 



APPENDIX. 

On the 26th of Decen1bcr, 1860, .3Iajor Robert .A.ndcr
son abandoned l~ort 1'1oultrie, and transferred the garri
son under his co1nnu1nd to Port. Sun1tcr. Before re
moving he spiked the guns and <lestroye<l the carriages. 

That change of base thre,v the c01nn1unity into great 
cxcite1nent, and c111bittered the feeling that had taken 
vossession of the public n1ind. That act ,vas looked 
upon as rt violation of faith on the part of IIajor .. A.n
dcrson, as up to the evacuation of Fort ]foultrie, there 
was a n1utual agreement bet,veen South Carolina ancl 
the Federal Govern1nent, binding both parties to refrain 
from acts of a hostile nature. 

It is ,vorthy of record that the first flag hoisted on 
the ramparts of Fort lioultrie, ,vas the Pahnctto ensign 
of the stca1ner General Clinch, and l\Iajor .. A .. nderson 
,vas the son-in-Ia,v of the distinguished Georgian for· 
,vhom the stea1ner lvas ntimcd. 

On the 27th of Decen1ber, Castle Pinckney and }..,ort 
11oultric ,vere oceupied by -v-olunteer eo1nn1ands. The 
for1ner by the Rifle Battalion, under Col. J. J. Petti
gre,v, the latter by the \Vashington .. Artillery, the Ger-
1nan Artillery, the Lafayette Artillcry1 and the ~Iarion 
.. A .. rtillery, under con1n1and of Colonel ,vihnot G. 
DeSaussurc. 

On the 9th Jan nary, 1861, the Star of the "\Vest, 
loaded ,vith reinforceinents and supplies for Fort Stnn
ter, atto1npted to run the battery on l\Iorris Island. 

Day had just begun to da·wn 1 and under coyer of the 
di111 t,vi1ight the tri1n stean1or thought she ".,.onl<l sneak 
into the harbor unperceived by the young soldiers who 
kept ,yatch and ,Yard on the low· ra1npart of the earth
_,vork that had been thro,vn up hastily by 3Iaj. P. F. 
Stevens and a detaehmcnt of Cadet~. 
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The s,yift stea1ner n1ovcd noiselessly and ,vith all 
speed until about t,,~o n1iles fro1n Fort Suznter, "·hen 
she w·as desc1·icd by the garrison in the little fort, nnd 
a shot thro,,tn across her bo\\·. The captain ran up the 
stars und stripes at the n1.ast-head, an<l accelerated tbt~ 
~tean1er's speed. Another shot, ai1ned at the ve~sel~ 
fell short, and the third only served to cahn the gita
tion of the daring cre,v destinc<l for :Fort Sun1ter. The 
shot that can1e after increased tho disquietude, for it 
struck the ship in the fore-chains about t\\·o feet above 
the ,vater, and directly under the foot of a sean1an "·ho 
,vas holding the lead to take soundings. Fortunately 
for those on boar<l tho shot did not })Cnctrate the side 
of the vessel. .A.nother shot })a:o;sed over the stcan1cr 
near tho ,vhecl-house, and the artillerist8 in the earth
"·ork ,vere fast getting the range. In a fe,v 1ninutes 
the Star of the ,vest ,von]<l have been under the guns 
of Fort 3Ioultrie, ,vhile a cutter, in tow of a stean1er, 
,Yas J)reparing to open fire on her. Seeing his case ,Yas 
gro,ving ,vorso, nnd though it ,vas dangerous to turn 
back, it was far n1orc dangerous to go ahead, the ca1)
tain of tho stea1ner turned her head seaw·ard, and re
tired fro1n the exciting scene. 

This snceess caused no little joy to our con11nunity, 
and the practice of :Yiajor Stevens and hi~ pupils ,,as 
spoken of ,vith hearty praise. 

The battle of Port I!oyal ,vas fought on the 7th of 
N oven1ber, 1861. ']~hat harbour " .. as defended by Forts 
,valker and Beauregard, and batteries on Bay Point 
and Hilton Head ; ,Yhilc the fleet, under Flag Officer 
Tatnall, consisting of a river stean1er, feeble fro1n age~ 
and three tugs, bccan1c the consort of the hnproYised 
flag ship. Opposed to this in1posing array of feebleness 
,vns a fleet of iorty-fonr sail. That fleet ,,as con1posed 
of the stc::uners ,r afaash, )Iincsota, and Roanoke, carry
ing one hundred auu sixty-nine guns; nnd the J'rigatc 
St. La ,vrcncc, Sloop-of-,Yar ·vandalla, Sloop-of-,V-ar 
Ja1nesto,v-n, Sloop-of-"\Yar Cnn1bcrland, Sloop-of-"\Var 
Sav-annah, Sloop-of-'Y ar Dale, st1iling vessels tarring 
one hundred and fifty-~ix gun~. In addition to these 
,..-ar vessels there "·ere t"-enty-fi.ye gun-boats, eaeh 
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earrying an cle-ven inch dahlgreen for·w·ard, one rifled 
gun, and four t,venty-four pounders. 

The Confederates ne,er fought w·ith more resolution 
and courage than they sho,ved in defending Fort "\Valk
er or Bav Point. The fire of the fl.cot ,vas terrific . 

.J 

Shot and shell ":-ere rained incessantly upon then1 for 
five hours, -and they prepared to retreat only w·hen all 
the guns in the fort ".,.ere dismounted except t,,o, and 
they ,vere con,inced that the contest "·as hopeless. 

r~rhe n1en at Bay Point escaped ,vith only t,vo ,vound
ed, but the garrison at Fort ,Yalker suffered sev-erely, 
the casualties 11u1nbering about thirty killed and ""'"ound
c<l. The retreat ,,·as skillfully conducted, the steamers 
under Com1nodore Tatnall lending i1nportant help. 
Gen. Thon1as F. Drayton ,vas in eon1n1and of the land 
forces. Fort ,v alkor " ... as under the c~pecial comn1and 
of Col. J .. A .. \Vagener, and his garrison ,Yas co1npose<l 
nutinly of Gern1ans, "'"ho beLa,ed ,vith great intrepidity 
and coolness during the furious canona<le . 

. A.1nong the killed ,vere })ri-vatcs II. Ilarpin, Claus 
)feyer, Bringe,vorth, of Company B., German Artillery; 
F. Itgin, Con1pany B., 1Ioberg, Con1pany A., A. Ster
ling an<l Lieut. Z. E. Swygart~ Co1npany C., Fifteenth 
Re~in1ent, Col. \V. D. DeSaussurc. 

The superiority of Fort ,v alker had been asc:ertained 
by a reconnoisancc the day before the battle, and 
against that ,vork the fire of the fleet ,vas 1nainly di
rected. The 1nanner in ,vhich the Germans " ... ho de
fen<led it bore themselves, dre,v forth unbounded praise. 
The regiment ,vas ,velcomed ,vith enthusiasn1 on its 

~ . 
return to Charleston, and at dress parade the follo,v1ng 
orders ,vore read by .. A.<ljntant E:.irk,vood: 

·-

FIRST REGIMENT .. A.RTILLERY, s. C. ~I., } 
· Charleston, N o,en1ber 15, 1861. -

[Orders No. 1.] 
The Regin1ental Order Book having hcon lost at the 

battle of Port Royal, the .A.djntant is hereby directed to 
open a ne,v one, ,vith the follo,ving address to Co1npa
nies .A. antl B, G·ernutn .. A.rtillery, inscribed upon its 
pages, viz: 
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J·?ellow Soldiers of the German Artillery: The Colonel 
<:on1n1ancling desires to e1nbraec tho oceasion of your 
first <lress-parade, ttfter the battle of Port Iloy:il, to 
testify publicly to your fidelity, conragc, and good 
<:onduct on that terrible, but glorious day. Though tho 
po-wor of the enen1y ·was OYor,vheln1~ng, he hi1nself 
has ackno,vledged yonr bravery and hcroiszn; and if 
})raise is due to a snutll band of t,vo hundred and t,vcnty 
citizen soldiers for resisting ,v-ith fifteen guns, for five 
hours, an array of eighteen ··war vessels, ,vith over four 
hundred guns, scr\·ed by the 1nost efficient sea.111011 in 
the ·wo1·l<l, you, and the little band of C~rolinians that 
fought at your side, h~\''C fairly n.nd honestly earned 
that praise. 

liy con1ra.des ! Y cs, I n1ay truly call yon n1y co1n
racles now·, for "·c have bled together! )Iy con1rades1 

I desire you to hold up your hea<l.s, and to look boldly1 

in just pride, into the tice of your fello,v n1en; for al
though the clay of battle ,vas not your o,vn, you have 
quitted the field only npon explicit order; and I am 
,vell assured, that you ,vould have died to a n1an, 
sooner than that disgrace shoul<l have fallen upon the 
Gern1an na1ne of your noble adopted land. In the 
na1nc of both-of your German fi:1.therland and your 
new Pabnetto horne-I thank yon for your gallant 
valor. Let no nuln hereafter dare to asperse your pa
triotisn1. You shall answer him ,vith Port Royal. You 
have, in truth, been tried, and not found ,vanting. 

But re1nembcr that the glorious nan1e you have earn
ed with your blood n1ust never be sullied. Re1nen1ber 
your dead con1racles, and never giv·e thc1n cause to 
blush in th~ii· heavenly hon1e, over the deeds of those 
at ·whose side they fell, and ,vhon1 in life they loved and 
cherished. 

1Iy brave boys, let n10 repeat to you ,vhat your hero
ic )Iajor Huge1· ~mys in his official report to inc
" Should it ever be 111y fortune to appear upon a hard 
fought field, n1y stro11g desire is that the brave Gcr
n1ans of 1ny Battalion should be at 1ny back. They 
proved the1nselvos a band of heroes." 

And I n.111 sure it ,·dll not be less grateful to you, to 
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ha,;;c the assurance of your olJ cnptain, no"~ your 
colonel, that I a1n cntirc-ly sati~ficJ. ·wiih you~ and ·will
ing, if the need should c,;;er occur~ · to risk life nnd 
honor, and all a 1nan bolus n1ost dear, upon your trnth 1 

your fidelity, your Yalor. 
By order: JOIIN .A .. ,v ... \.GEXEH, 

Colonel First Artillery, 
Late Commandant of Fort TVallier. 

\Y. D. II. l{IRK"~ooo, Adjutant. 

Colonel ,vagener, also in n Special Order, expressed 
liis high eonsi<leration of the gallant c .. onduct of Lis 
en tire staff. 

"\V. D. IL l{IRK,voon, .A .. djutant. 
"\V. IIuosoN FoRn, .. A.ssistant Surgeon. 
~l. L. ToBL-\S, Payn1aster. 
ISRAEL 0TTOLE~GUI, Quarter1naster. 
"\V. B. BURDEN, Con1n1issary. 
J. R. ~lORDECAI, Ordnanec Officer. 
DR. E. S. Bu1sT, .Assistan~ Surgeon. 

The following resolutions offered by ~Ir. George A. 
Treuhohn, in the IIouso of Representatives, ,Yere adopt
ed unanin1ously. 

ll"liereas, It is due to the adopted citizens of South 
Carolina, to n1ake the 1nost public ackno"?lcdgen1ent of 
their loyalty to the State of their adoption, aLd put on 
record the acts of constancy an<l courage by ,vhich 
their fidelity and dev-otion have been signalized, that 
the fame of their 1ncritorious conduct n1ay be reflected 
on the land of their birth, and be transmitted as an 
honorable heritage to their posterity. Therefore 

Resolcecl, That the General .i\.ssen1bly of South Car
olina ha,;;c heard ,vith sentiments of 1n·ofoun<l ad1nira
tion of tho conspicuous gallantry displayed by the 
Ger1nan Battalion of .. A.rtillory in the defenee of Fort 
,valker, and hereby tender to their brave eo1nn1andcr, 
Col. John .. .:\.. '\Yagcncr, and to the troops c:on1posing 
tho Battalion, the thanks of the General .,.--\..ssmnbly for 
their gallant efforts to protect the State fron1 invasion. 

The 13th ancl 14th of .. A .. pril: 1863: arc conspicuous 
8 . 



~nnong the 1nemorable <lays that brought forth cYcnts 
<luring the late ":-ar that shall live in the n1cmory of 
remote generations. 

The ren10Yal of iiajor ... .\.n<lerson to Fort Sun1tcr~ the 
atten1pt of the Star of the \Yest to reinforce that fort, 
and other circun1stanccs had ·wrought the l)ublic n1ind 
to a high J)itch of exciten1ent. It "·as the universal 
impression that ,ve ,vere on the eye of stirring events, 
and that i1n1)l·cssion beca1ne every day more vivid. All 
eyes ":-ere turned to the grin1 fortress that guarded the 
entrance to our inner harbor, and it ,vas n1anifest to 
all that if ,var <lid co1ne, it ""onld begin there. 

It \Yas ascertained that ships of ,var and provision 
ships had sailed fro1n N e,v York, under sealed orders, 
and a special n1cssenger fron1 President Lincoln infQrm
e<.l Gov. Pickens an<l Gen. Beauregard, that Sun1ter 
,vas to be sup])lied ,vith provisions by force. That in
for1nation caused Gen. Beauregard to push forward the 
preparations for attacking Fort Sun1tcr, and defending 
the harbor ,vith uncommon Yigor. Old "·orks ,,ere 
strengthened and enlarged, heavy guns put in prn~ition, 
ne,v ,vorks ,verc built, a.nd the utmost aetivity a.od 
energy preYailed. It ,vas <lcter1nined not to pern1it 
troops and proYisions to be thro,vn into Fort Sumter, 
and in case the atten1pt ·was n:1ade, Gen. Beauregard 
,vas ordered by the Hon. L. P. ,valker, Secretary of 
War, to use such n1eans as he deen1ed proper to fi·us ... 
trate the atten1pt . 

.. A.t twelve o'clock on the 11th of April, Gen. Beaure
gard n1ade a formal den1and for the surrender of tl1e 
iort. 

)Iajor Anderson re1)lied: "I have the honor to ar
kno,Yledge the receipt of your con1n1unication den1and
ing the evacuation of this.; fort= and to say in repJy 
thereto, that. it is a de1nand ,vith ,vhich I regret that 
n1y sense of honor and n1y obligations to 1ny govern-
11].en t, prevent n1y con1pliance.'' 

He added: '· Probably I ,yill a,Yait the first shot, 
and if you do not batter us to pieces, w·e ,vill be starYed 
out in a fe,v days/' 
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General Beauregard recciYed the subjoined telegr~un 
fron1 the Secretary of \Var on the 11th: 

",v e do not desire needlessly to bo1nbar<l Fort Stunter, 
if )Jajor .. A .. nderson ,vill state the ti1ne at ,vhich, as indi
c~atecl by hiin, he will evaeuate, ancl agree that, in the 
1neantin1c, he ·will not use his· guns ngainst us, unless 
ours should be en1ployed against .Fort Sun1ter." 

"You arc thns to avoid the cffu~ion of blood. If this 
or its equiYalent be refused, reduce the fort as your 
jud,gment decides to be the n1ost practicable." 

)lajor .A.nderson refused to accept these propositions~ 
and C+en. Beauregurd proceeded to co1npel con1plianee 
,vith the <len1an<l he had 1nudc. 

At twenty 1ninutes p~ist four o'clock, on Friday 1norn
ing, .A.pril 13th, the battle ,,·as begun by Fort )Ioultric. 
The boo1n of those gnns produced the w·iltlest cxcite-
1nent. Ilundreds of people J)asse<.l the previous night 
on the battery, and on the ,vhnrves that co1nn1unded 
a vie,v- of Su1nter, and the other batteries; and "~hen 
the startling sound broke upon the car, instantly the 
thoroughfitres ,verc thronged \Yith n1cn, ,von1en und 
children, rushing with breathless haste to the field of 
strife. 

)I~jor .A.nderson re1)1icd to the grins of )Ionltrie "·ith 
three of his barbette guns, and then the batteries on 
Ctunn1ing's Point, l\Iount Pleasant, Port Johnson, and 
the :Floating Battery, 01)oncd a spirited fire of shot and 
shell. 

The firing fron1 Snn1tcr was slow, until botw·ecn scYen 
and eight o'clock, ,Yhen 3Iajor .A.ndcr:-;on brought into 
action the t,Yo tiers of gnns looking to,v:.u·, l Fort l\loul
trie, and Stc-vcns' Iron Batt0ry, on Cun11ning':-, Point. 
The tiring then bccan1c rapid, and ,n1s directed n1ainly 
at thoso fi)rts :.uHl the Floating Battery. Only tive of 
onr batteries "-ere opened on Su1ntor, the rest being 
held in reserve jn case the fleet atte1npted to enter the 
harbor. Tho battle raged tho ,v-holc day and the ,Yhole 
night, ,-rith an exception of an interruption of nbout 
three hours, cau~ed by a rain stor1n of unco1nn1on ~·io
lcnce. During tho night, Sun1ter ,yas silent, tho garri
son havi n °· been en o·a o·cd in re1)airin o· dan1a o·c~. and in b v w b ~ , 
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])roteeiing the barbctto guns that ha<l not been <lis
nble<l . 

. At seYen o~c-lock Satur<lay 1norning~ ][ajor .A.nderson 
open~d a rapid firc 1 and for t"·o hours he fought ,yith 
resolution and Yalor. But all his skill and eourage 
,Ycre unnsailing. .An enen1y rose again~t hin1 in his 

~ ~ ~ 

stronghold-an euen-1y 1nore })O-\Yerful and ren1orscless 
than tho foe "·hose shot and shell raine<.l upon hi1n in
ccssanth-. 

.J 

'J1hc red-hot shot fi-0111 )Ionltric hnd set the officer\; 
quarters on fire 1 an<.l about clcYcn o\·lock a dense sn1oke 
,,·as seen rising fro1n the fort. The s1nokc gre-w eYcry 
1non1ent 1norc dense. and bv noon the ,,bole roof of 

, <I 

the fort, and tho buildings ,vcre "-rapped in fla1nes, and 
the situation of the garrison ,Yas rendered n1orc terri
ble by the explosions of n1agazincs an<l shells. 

1.Iajor A1Hler~on n1adc CYcry effort to arrest and sub
due the spreading fhnnes, but they continued to rage 
,vith increasing fury. The flag "~as di~played half
tnast, but the fleet did not reply to that signal of dis
tress. The heat and sn1oke caused the garrison scYcrc 
suffering-. and officers an<l n1en ,verc obliged to lie on 

~• L 

their faces in the casen1ates to preYcnt suffoeation. 
All this ti1ne the batteries "-ere })Ouring a torrent of 

shot and shell into the deYotcd fort. The practice of 
our batteries ,yas excellent. Ha,ing got the range, tho 
gunners fired ,Yith unco1nn1on aecuracy~ and nearly 
every 1nissile did so1nc <la1nagc. }:xpose<l to t,\·o hos
tile powe1·~, and utterly u11able to defend thcn1selYes 
against the n1orc forn1idablc, their eondition every 1no-
111ent bccan1c ,Yorse, and ,Yithout hope qf deliYerancc, 
their only recourse ,,a~ in surrender. The flag-staff 
was shot aw·av. In a fe,,- 1ninutes, the flag floated 
fron1 n, pole, 1;ut that ,yas soon replaced by il flag of 
truce . 

...:\.ftcr the flag-staff fell, General Beauregard ~ent his 
special aid, Col. "\Vigfo..11, ,vit.h a flag of truec to )Iajor 
... .\.ndcrson, to offer assistance in putting out the fire. 
Col. \Vigfall 1Yassecl through the iron hail, and ,Yas 1nct 
by the co1nmandant at an en1brasur:; of the fort. ~Iaj . 
. A.nderson co1nplained that tho firing "~a-, conf nned, 
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though he had raised a ,vhite flag. Col. "\Vigfall replied, 
that he 1nust haul do,vn the ~.\111erican flag, and agree 
to surrender. ..A.s soon as the flag ,vas hauled do,,n, 
the firing ceased. Senator Chestnut and Go-v-. }Ianning 
then ,vent to the fort in a boat, and stipulated ,vith 
~Iajor .. A.ndcrson that his surrender should be uncondi
tional, subjeet to such tern1s as General Beauregard 
SR\V fit to require. )Iajor .Anderson and bis eo1nn1and 
\,·ere trctitcd ,vith refined courtesy. Gen. Beauregard 
refused to receive )Iajor A.ndcrson's s,vord, and cor11-
plin1en tcd him and his officers on the gallant defence 
they had made. 

The garrison left in the stean1er Baltic for N e,v 
York, on )Ionday, carrying ,vith thcn1 all their arn1s 
and personal effects. 

This bo1nbardn1en t lasted forty hours. .A.bout three 
thousand shot and shell ,vere fired at the fort, a large 
nurnbcr of ,vhich did execution. The attack and the 
defence ·,,ere 1narkcd by fir1nness, S})irit and intrepid
ity; and it is a faet ,vorthy to be rcmcn1bere<l, that 
not one life ,vas lost on either side. 

Thus ended the •first battle fought for the establish-
1ncnt of a separate and independent govcrnn1ent. This 
,vas the inauguration of a ,var that dug the graYes of 
thousands, arnong ,vho1n ,vcre choice n1en of every 
profession ~nd calling-a ,var that tried the courage 
and fortitude of a. brnYe and generous people to the 
utn1ost, but ,vhosc continuance ,vas not by filr so 
grieyous ~1, trial as its conclusion. 
, On N (:"\Y Y car's <lay of 1862, the cnen1y landed a force 
of bct,Ycen three and four thousand at Page's Point. 
Thcv ,vcre 111et bv Col. Jones of the South Carolina u u . 

Regiment, a Battalion of three Co1npanics froin Col. 
Dnnovant's l{egiment, under Lieut. Col. Barnes, and a 
<lctachn1cnt of 1nountcd 1nen under )Iajor O::nval<l, of 
Col. l\Iartin's Rcgi1ncnt of CaYalry. Our troops a<l
Yanccd \Yith the bayonet, and the encn1y fell back 
under cover of their gunboats. IIaving rallied they 
adYanced again, but ,Yere again <lri,en back by the irn
petuons valour of our soldiers. 
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Th!l t signal snc-ccss ,;.-as purchased ·with scYer~l Yal
nnblc liYcs. The follo,-dng, belonging to the fourteenth 
l{cgin1ent, S. C. ,~.~ ,Yero killed: priYates .A .. n~n·tly 
tUH.l F. j[. Hiser, C0Jnp~1ny .B, Lieut. J. II. Po·werB, 
priYate S. L. Boyd, Co1npany C, Corporal Ja~on Eu
banks, PeiYntcs Daily Eubands, anJ. J an1cs :X otherford, 
Con1pany I-I. One 1nnn in Col. Barnes' Battalion ,Yas 
killed-Priv-ate J. T. C. ·vallandigha111. 

On the 28th ~Iay~ 1862, the c-;1c1ny again landed at 
Page's Point, and ad,tanccd on Poeotaligo. Their 
force ,,as con1posed of eaYnlry, infantry, and artillery, 
and nun1ht"\rod bctl\·ceu t""O and three thousand. They 
,,ere met by a detachn'"cnt fro1n the Rutledge ]Iountc<l 
Riflen1cn, ,Yho fell back slo,Yly, firing as fitst as they 
could load, until they ,ycro joined by their company, 
under Capt. ,v. L. ~:rrenhohn. A. brisk fight then en
sued, the Ri:fleinen Lnxing the advantage of position. 
\Vhile the cngagen1cnt "~as going on, Col. ,v alker, con1-
1nanding the Fourth itnd Fifth l\Iilitary Districts, 
reached the ground and took eo1nn1and. The enc1ny 
fired ,Yith spirit, but so resolute ,·.;as the resistance, 
that he fell bac:k before the arrivnl of reinforcements. 
Captain Trenholn1 and his compt\ny ,,ere ·warn1ly 
))raised for the fine n1anncr in vlhich they behav-ed. 
No on2 ,,as killed. Col. ,Yalker 11nrrow·ly escaped; bis 
horse w·as shot under hin1. The ene1ny penetrated as 
far as Ol<l Pocotaligo, t,,o 1niles fron1 the Charleston und 
Savannuh Railroad . 

... -\ battle took place at Secession,·ille on the n1orning 
of the 16th of June, 1862, ,vhich \T"as the n1ost in1por
tant of the nutny battles fought in defence of Charles
ton. It ·was fought ,vith splendid valor, and the ,ic
tory ,Yas con1plcte. 'rhc spnc~c to ,vhich ,ve arc li1ni
ted obliges us to n1nke the narratiYe very short. 

Seccssio1rdllc had been, for son1c ,vccks })rcvious to 
that battle; under tho con11nand of Col. T. (}. La1nar, 
\Yho, ·with his rcgin1ent of artillery, oceupied the 
battery ho ha<l located; planned, nnd built. Ile and his 
n1en had labored diligently on that ,vork, bnt it ·was 
not 1nore than half finished ,vhen the attack "·as 1nadc . 

. A.t da"·n the pickets in front of the battery ,verc 
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driven in. an<l bcfi)rc the alar1n 1\·as snrcad, tho cnc1nv's , J ., 

~ohunn "\\·ere seen ad·n1ncing at double-qnic:k. The 
onset 1\·as sncldcn ancl spirited, anJ it ,yn,s so1ne 1ninutcs 
before the 1ncn. ·won.rv fi·o1n hard work. eonkl be aroused. 
Col. La1nar, SJ>raug to the ra1npn.rts :.t11<.l fired the :first 
round. llis n1cn hastencu. ·with ardour to their J)Osts, 
and grape and canister 1nadc la.r~c gaps in the thiek 
ranks of the ad·n1ncing eohnnn. They cn1nc on steadily 
·without firing a, single volley. But tho storm ,,as 
too terrific even for those cletern1incd 1nen, and ,,·hen 
,vithin a fe,y yards of the entrc.nch1ncnts, they paused, 
,,!1,ercd, and fled in disorder. 

Reinforced by infantry and artillery, the one1ny again 
J)nshed forward, using their cartridges ,Yith earnest
ness. But des1)ite the ren1onstrances of their officers, 
they quailed under the n1urdcrous fire, and fled fro1n 
the :field in hot haste. 

Nothing daunted, the resolute foe bent on snecess, 
advanced the third ti1nc. They sccn1ed rcs<?lved to 
take the battery, and their last atte1npt "~as 1uarked 
bv great courage. They reached the ditch, and son1e .,.._ '-,; ... 
1nounted the embankn1cnt, but their rashness ,vas pun-
ished instantly and severely, und those behind seeing 
that the struggle ,Yas hopeless, fled in confusion. 

\V.hile the enen1y ,vas advancing the last tin1e, the 
l.iouisiana Battalion ,vere put in po~ition by ~Iajor 
Hudson, under a heaYy fire, and took part ,vith the 
gallant little force in the fort, y;ith so 1nuch spirit, that 
they hastened their pell-n1ell flight fron1 the bloody 
field. . 

The attack in front having fhiled 1 the ene1ny resolved 
to co1npass his object by flanking the battery. Troops 
,,·ere throw·n for,vard to assault the ,\·orks on the east 
si<lc of the battery, 1Yhile an attack ,yas n1ade at the 
sa1ne time on the ,vest side. The forn1er 111OYemen t 
w·a.s speedily fi-ustra.ted, and se-rcrc loss inflicted on the 
assailants. The latter "·as repelled on Iy after a, despe
rate fight. Tho.Xe,,~ York Sc-·tenty-Xinth Regi1nent, 
eo1nposed of IIighlandcrs, attcn1pted to execute that 
portion of the \York. They "·ere m0t by the Charles 
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ton B:1ttalion, Lieut.-Ool. P. C. Gaillard, a11d held in 
check, until reinfr>rccd by tho Euta,y Regin1ent, Col. C. 
JI. Si1nonton, that h:Hl nuu·ched three 1niles at the 
double-quick, and the Louisiana Batallion, under Lieut. 
Col. )IcIIenry. They charged the cncn1y ,Yith in1pet
uosi ty, and drove hi1n "·ith hc~n·y loss frorn the field. 

Col. Lan1ar ,vns \YOundcd by a n1innie ball, passing 
through the ear and ncek, that disabled hin1 D)r a tin1e, 
and Lieut.-Col. rr. )I. "\Yngner took con1nu1nd of the 
battery, and contributed no little by his coolness and 
vigihu1ce, to"·ar<l tho brilliunt result. ... ls soon us he 
,vas ~b1c, Col. Lan1ur returned to his post, and contin
ued to take an active part in the fight till its close. 

Lieut.-Col. Frederick, of L~unnr's Regin1cnt, rendered 
efficient se1·,·ticc in ,v0rking the battery. 

Col. Gaillard "·as "·onntlcd in the knee. hut rcn1aincd. ' , 

sho,Ying his _1nen an c.xainplc of coolness in danger 
that had no little to do "·ith the noble 1nanncr in ,vhich 
they bore thmnseb;es in that unequal and bloody bat
tle. 

That fight c-ausetl n1any a he~u-t in Charleston to 
bleed. 

Capt. IIenry C. l(:ing, of the Charleston Battalion~ 
fell at the head of his n1en, "·hfle ehcering thc1n on. 

~he follo-\Ying constitute the gloomy list of th0$0 

,,hose young lite ,Yas put out an1id the thunder of that 
men1ornblo dnY . .., 

ll'"ashington L£ght Infantry, Co. B.-Lieut. H. ,r. 
Greer; Orderly Scrgt. Flcct,Yoocl Lanncau: jr., PriYatc~ 
T. N. Gadsden, jr., S. Saltus. 

CIIARLESTO~. BATTALIOX. 

Sumter Guards.-Third Lieut. J. J. Ed,\·ards, Corp. 
Isaac V,..alentine. PriYatc G-. Poznanski. 

Calhoun Gua1=ds.-PriYato Thos. Parker. 
Chr,_rle.stfJn Li:1ht Infanfr!J.-PriYato J. ]3. X. IIa1n1nct. 
ltnion Light lnfantry.-Scrg. R. S. I{cnry. 
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TWEXTY-SECOXD REGI)IE~T. 

Co . ..-1.-Uobcrt Cohen. Benja1nin IIarri~. 
Co. D.-Henr\- Prcshe1·. l': noac:h. 
(-'(). E.-J eff Spray. , 
Co. G-.-IIarrey Orr, Thos. Stribling. 
c(). J.-Danean "\YarleY. 1.J. J ll:St~:.C-C. 
(',). K.-.. A.lfrcd CarYe1:., 

FIRST REGL\IE~T .. A.RTILLERY. 

C,J. B.-Capt. Sn.m~l J. Reed, Scrgt. J as. ::\I. Baggott, 
PriYates George "\Yatson, ,viley Xix, Chesley Bates, R
:R. Bates, D. Reilly, II. II. Dyches. John Redn1ond. 

C(). L-U. II. .A.1naker. J .. .:\. R. Shuler, J. Hoover, 
]). I~ellY. John Jones, J. U. Gibson. "' , 

T,vE~TY-FouRTH REnI:\IE~T. 

Co. (-J-.-,Y. L. Da"-kins. 
<}o. J{.-J. E. BussY. 

"' 

That har<l-fought fight ·was atten<led w·ith a loss 
on our side of fifty-three killed, and one hundred and 
thirty-four "·ounded. The ene1ny suffered Yery se--•,;ere
ly. Gen. Isaac C. Stephens~ in his official report, states 
that his loss ,vas five hundred and t,Yenty-nine 111en, of 
,v hon1 thirty-t,vo ·were officers. 

The battle of the Y enutsscc "·as fought on the 22d 
October of this year. In i1nportanec of results, dis
parity of forees, and con1pletoness of Yictory, this 
second battle at Ohl Pocotaligo i~ ,vorthy of comp_arison 
"~ith the battle at Sctessionville. 

The cncn1y, under Brigadier-General Terry, ,vith a, 

force of four thousand infrn1try and nine guns. landed - ~ . 
at ~Iac:koy's Point early in the 1norning. They had 
n1arched about four n1iles ,vithout interruption. ....-\.t 
that point they encountered our troops, eonsisting of 
::\Iajor :\Iorgan:s Squadron, Captain I~irk:s Rangers, 
Captain Blake Hcy,vard's Con1pany, Captain J. B. 
_-\1ston's :3harpshooters, Captain I-'nn1kin's ·virginia. 
Battery, a, section of the Beaufort . .-\ rtillery, Captain 
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Stephen Elliott, Jr., an<l the Charleston Light Dragoon~~ 
Captain l{utledge. 

Our troops were poste<l in a growth of tree:;;, in front 
of \Yhich ran a strip uf n1arsh, \,-ith a sn1all creek pass
ing through the centre. This 1nar~h ,vas intersected 
b.r a causeway, entirely unproteeted by trce:S or gro·wth 
of any kind. The object ,v-as to prevent tho cne1ny 
fro1n trossing the canso\vay. ~L1lie battle raged for :;on1e 
ti1nc, the oncn1y doing his utn1ost to dislodge our feeble 
force fro1n their position, ,v-hen our an1n1unition ,Ya~ 
exhausted, and our troops f~ll bac:k to Ohl Pocotaligo. 
There: under those gTtllH.l old oak5, the un·equal co-n
fiict ,ras ronew·ed. ~l."he firing was terrific. The encu1y 
fought ,vith obstina(•y. Our troops displayed great 
tlrdonr and resolution. The o<lds ,vcre great, but they 
1naintainc<l the struggle for nearly ~even hours. Col. 
,Yalkcr ,v-as prc:-,ent every,vhcre rcgurdless of danger, 
anin1ating his ,Yca1·y 1nen by ,·rord, look, anu exa1nple. 
Captain Stephen Elliott ,vas on his horse in the midst 
of the hottest of the fight, as cool as though on parade, 
his n1en behaving in a manner ,vorthy their noble 
leader.· The Virginia Battery eov-ered itself ,vith glory, 
but it was in an advanced position, an<l suffered greatly. 
The Charleston Light Dragoons and the Rutledge 
~iountecl Rifles perfor1ncd efficient scrYiec. 

At about four o'eloek in the afternoon N clson·s 
Battalion, eon11nan<led by Captain Sligh, reached the 
ground, l)Ouring forth hearty cheers, that " .. ere an
s,vercJ. by the w·cary fighters. They tln·c,v thc1nselYes 
into the thickc::,t of the fight, and continued to cheer 
w·hilc ihcir fellows w·orc falling fast ~it their sit.le. ,ric
tory at last re\Yarded the valor of our troops. ....\.t dnrk 
the cnc1ny 1nadc a rapid retreat. 

That battle lasted seven honrs. It ·was fought not 
by infantry ·with 1011g range 1nuskets, but for tho 1110::;t 

part by 1noun tod troopc1·s, ,v ho picketed their horse~: 
~ind inch by inch on foot disputed the ground ·with the 
n<lYancing foe, and ttrti11erists: "·ho fought their g;nn~ 
until tho cne111y's colun1n:3 ·wore vdthin reach of their 
piccc:3. The odd:-- were at least eight to one. 
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The encn1y fired fast and furious, but trees afforded 
='o good protection, that they did but little execution. 
PriYate Tho1nas B. Fripp, of the .Ashley Dragoons, fell 
at the beginning of the fight. First Lieut. T. G. Buck
ner, of the Beaufort District Troops, and Lieut. Speaks, 
of Capt. I(irk's Co. of Partizan Rangers, \Yere killed. 

Col. ,v. J. "\Valker ,Yas made Brigadier-General a 
short ti1ne after the battle of Yen1assce. 

The countenances of the d,vellers in our ancient city 
bean1ed ,vith joy on the 1norning of Saturday, the last 
of January, 1863. It ,vas uruitcd on Friday c,·ening 
that our iron-plated gunboats ,verc going to pay a visit 
to the blo<:kading fleet, and great ,Yas the rejoicing 
·when the ncw·s of the attack and its brilliant result, 
·was spread abroad. 

The Palmetto State ,v-as in con1ma11<.l of Capt. Rut
ledge, ,,ith flag officer, Con11nodore D. N. Ingraham, 
on board, and the Chicora, con1n1andcd by Capt. John 
R. Tucker. The ,vhole expedition ,vas under the com-
1nand of Co1nn1odore Ingraha1n. They can1e upon the 
blockaders under cover of the hazy light, and the Pal
n1etto State struck the l\Iercedita, before those on 
board that vessel ,vere a.ware of her 1)resencc. The 
Chicora ,\·ent boldly into the fight, and poured se-\·eral 
broadsides at short range into several large Bteamers 
that failed to get out of her ,,ay. The ""hole :fleet 
speedily dispersed and disappeared, and the victorious 
iron clads ,vcrc received ,vith enthusiastic 1\·eleo1ne on 
their return to the city. 

Tuesday, 8th April, 1863, is another n1en1orable day 
that deserves a place in this short uarratb;c of the 
1norc i1nportant battles that \Yere fought, in the pro
longed und valiant defence of Charleston . 

.. A.t two o'clock, ~l"'uesday afternoon, the enemy ad
Yanecd dow·n the n1ain ship channel, in t,vo linc•s of 
battle, each line co1nposcd of four n1oniiors. The mon
itors ·were the Passaic, Capt . ..Am1non; the "\Veehawkcn, 
Capt. Deans; the Nahant, Capt. John Rogers; the 
Catskill, Capt. Fairfax; the N antncket, Capt. George 
Rogers; the .Moutauk, Capt. ,v orden; the I{eokuk, and 
the frigate N e,v Ironsides, the flag ship of the fleet, 
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conHnandcd Ly C,lpt. Turner. The fh·st line ,Yas in 
adYance, and fitrthest fi·o1n l◄"'ort Snn1ter, and the se
cond beginning astern of the first, ubout a hundred 
yards nearer tl1e land. 

The first line advanced slo,vly to,vard the bnoy about 
fourteen yards fron1 .Fort Sun1ter, the Pa~aic taking the 
lead. 

At half-past t,vo the long roll ,vas beaten, and Col. 
Rhett ran up three colors-the Garrison, Regin1ental, 
11nd Pahnetto flags-to their respectiYe mast-heads, 
an1id the sn1oke and thunder of the national salute, 
and the inspiriting n111sic fro1n the band to the Jiye]y 
n.ir of Dixie. · 

Fort Moultrie opened rapidly by battery on the lead
ing n1onitor. In a few n1inutes the barbeite battery on 
the cast face of Port Sun1ter, co1nn1anded by Capt. 
Fle1ning, opened. The Pa$aic returned two shots in 
rapid succession. ..A.t ten n1inutes })ast three Battery 
Bee, and }~orts "\Vagner, Beauregard, and the Battery 
on" Cun1ming's Point joined in the 1nellco, and the en
gagement beean1e general. 

The Pasaic, though at n distance of fourteen hundred 
yards, was hit several tin1cs in the turret. After re
ceiving the fire of Port Sun1tcr and the batteries for 
thirty n1inutcs, she drew off out of range. Her partners 
of the first line stean1cd to the point she occupied one 
after the other, re1naincd under fire about the san1c 
length of ti1ne, and retired content ,vith the glory they 
had ,von. 

The splendid ship Ironsides can1e up next, proud of 
her 1night and po,ver, and confident of success. Iler 
forn1idable arnuunent of fourteen eleven inch gun~, and 
tw·o t·wo hundred pound rifles, opened with terrific fury 
on Cun1n1ing1s Point, )Ioultrie, Beauregard and Slunter1 

firing several broadsides. But ihe huge black sides of 
the frigate })resented so fine a target, and tho forts 
rained upon her ~o terrible a stonn of heavy 1nissilcs, 
that tho defiant f;hip: seeing that f5hc ,vas exposed to 
certain destruction, like,visc ,vithdre,v fro1n the too 
cxc:iting: scene. 

'--

.,_A._s soon as the Ironsitlos rounded~ the second line of 



97 

n1oniiors ad,-anced, led by the Iteokuk, that had t,\"'o 
turrets, and ,\ as expected to do g1·cat things. Passing 
han<lsoinely nn<lcr the stern of the frigate, she took 
position "·ithin nine hundred yards of Fort Su1nter. 
rrhat fort poured a concentrated fire on the daring 
vessel, the other batteries plying her "·ith ull vigor. 
She stood the stor1n n1aufully for forty minutes, ,vhen 
she retreated so danu1ged, both in turrets and hull that 
making her ,vay out of the fight ,vith riddled sn1oke
stack, and steam escaping fron1 the holes in her sides: 
she ,vent do,Yn the next 1norning at her anchorage. 

The first shot fired at the l(eokuk fron1 Fort Sumter, 
,vas fron1 the Brook rifled gun that ,vas ai1ncd by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph .A .. Yates. The bolt ,Yeigh
cd one hundred and nineteen pounds, and entered one 
of the embrasures in the turret. .A. second shot fired 
by the same skilful hand, struck immediately above 
the first, n1aking a ragged hole, and a third :fired by the 
gunner of the piece tore up a portion of the deck near 
the bo,,-. 

During the engagement the monitors fired ninety 
balls, only about forty of ,vhich struck Fort Sun1ter. 
The Fort sustained considerable dan1age. None ,vcrc 
killed. 

The parapet batteries of Fort Snn1ter ,vere under 
command of Lieutenant:-Colonel Yates; the casen1ate 
batteries of ~Iajor 0. Blanding. 

Fort lioultrie was under con1mand of Col. ,villian1 
Butler. There "-as one casualty at that Fort. The 
flag staff, ,vhich ,vas cut a-,vay by a shot fro1n one of' 
the n1onitors, fell upon Private Lusby, Con1pany F., 
1st S. C. (Rcgula1') Infantry, causing death in a short 
tin1c. 

Battery Bee ,vas com1nanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sin1kins, First S. C. Regular Infantry. 

The Beauregard Battery ,vas con1n1anded by Captain 
J. A. Selgreaves, ]?irst Regular S. C. I. 

On Friday, July 10, 1863, at half-past fiyc in the 
1norning, the ene1ny opened fire fron1 his batteries on 
Folly Island upon the ,rork on the cxtren1c South end 
of )lorris Island. Captnin J. C. )Iitchcll, in conu11and 

9 
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of that ,vork, replied slo,vly. The enmny fired very 
fast fron1 11101·0 than seventy guns; an<l his eartlnvorks 
of unc;on1n1on strength, afforded a1nple shelter to the 
gunners. Our " ... orks ,verc s1nall, of little strength, nnd 
open, and the guns only six in nnn1ber, of sn1all calibre. 
Though that skillful officer ,yns aw·ure he could not 
1naintain his position, ,vith noble firmness he, and the 
gallant n1cn under his con1nutnd, stood their ground 
for four dreadful hours. 

At half-past nine o'cloek the ene1ny landed a large 
force at !Iorris Island. They ,vere attacked by Captain 
Mitchell, ,vho had been reinforced by Col. Graham's 
Regin1ent. The contest vtas sharp. Largely outnun1-
bered at the beginning of the fight~ the force of the 
ene1ny ,vas increased continually by fresh arrivals from 
Folly Island, ,vhile the odds in his favor ,vas made the 
greater by the effective fire fron1 four n1onitors and 
fifteen barges arn1ed ,vith howitzers. The fire fron1 
the forn1er ,vas peculiarly destructive, and the sharp
shooters also did us no little dan1age by picking off the· 
men at the guns. It ,v-as the fatal ain1 of one of these 
that put an end to the young life of the gnllant Lieut. 
John Bee. 

The battery, s,vept hy an enfilading fire that n1ade 
havoc ,vith his handful of men, and threatene<l by an 
assault fro1n a large force that ,vere forming in order of 
battle, the 1nen completely exhausted, and no longer able 
to uccon1plish anything by ren1aining at their pieces:
thc gallant Captain ,vas obliged to give the order to 
fall back. 

They retired slo,vly an<l without confusion. Captain 
J. Ravenel nlacbeth and I.iieutcnant G-. llev·ward were 
so ,veakcncd by exertion and the great heat, that they 
,vcre unable to 1nake their escape and "~ere taken 
prisoners. Captain l\Iitehe11 ·was at one ti1ne in the 
hands of the ene1nv. bnt his 1ncn rallied nncl rescued 
l: i1n. 

cl ; • 

Captain j\1itche1Fs artilloryn1cn fell back ,vith the 
infantry to Battery "\Vagner. The encn1y for1ned in 
line of battle across Gregg's Hill to ·vinegar Hill. The 
21st R-egi1nent, S. C. V., )Iajor )IcI ver con11nanding, 
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awl X clson':; Battalion, together ,vith the artillerists1 

all under the con11nan<l of Col. Grahan1, joined battle 
,vith the eneiny, but the od<ls ,vere too great, an<l :tfter 
r1i fie1·c0 fight they ,verc con1pelled to fall back on 
Battery ,vagner . .En1bol<lencd by his success the enemy 
1nudc t \\·o detcrn1ined ntte1npts to take that ,vork, but 
after sustainin!!.· heay,· los~, "·ere ob1ia-e<.l to abandon 

'-_7 •I \..-1 

the undert:tking. 
Our loss in these engage1nents ,vas three hundred 

killed and \Younded, a1nong ,vho1n ,Ycre sixteen officers. 
The enen1y's loss ,vas uncom1nonly heavy. 

Captain Langdon Cheeves, a gentlen1an ofrnrc "·orth, 
and an engineer of attainn1cnts and skill and great 
industry, ,vas struc.~k in tho head by the fr:ign1ent of a 
shell that exploded in Battery "\V:tgner, and killed 
aln1ost instantly. 

Captain Charles IIaskcll "·as also kiHed. 
A.t daylight the next n1orning the encn1y n1adc a 

desperate assanli on Battery "\Vaguer, but ,vere quickly 
repulsed, ,vith the loss of ·ninety-five killed, many 
,vounded, and one hundred and thirty prisoners. 
There ,vcrc only five casualties on our side. 

The 1n·olon °·ecl defence of Batterv \Vao·ner ":-ns b J ~ 

n1arked by skill, diligence, ,vatchfulness, perseverance, 
and the constant exhibition of all the qualities of n1an
hood. Never ,vere men 1nore severely tried, and never 
did men endure hardships ,vith greater herois1n, and 
face danger w·ith :fir1ner courage, and 1nore gallant 
valour. 'r he history of that period ·will con1pose one 
of the brightest l)ages in the narrative of thnt struggle 
in ,vhich the·South aequircd glory, ,vhosc lustre is not 
dinuncd by eventual failure. That splendid defence of 
Battery ,v agner inaugurated the still 1norc glorious 
defence of Fort Su1ntcr. I regret that the lin1it of this 
pamphlet obliges inc to notice ·with great bre-v-ity only 
the n1ore Rtirring events of that in-vestn1ent. 

On the 14th of July, at about midnight, ~lajor Rion, 
,vith a cletach1nent fro1n the T,vclfth Georgia Rcgin1cnt, 
Fifty-first North Carolina, and other corps, nu1nbering 
bet1Yeen t,vo and three hundred 1nen, n1ade an attack 
on the advanced rifle pits of the enen1y, about three 
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quarters of a 1nilc fi·on1 Battery "'\Vagncr. The sally 
took the cne1ny by surprise1 and ,vas con1pletoly suc
cessful. ... .\.bout forty of the enen1y ·were killed, and a 
nun1bcr taken prisoners. Our loss ,vas one killed and 
several l\·ounde<l. 

Captain Paul lla1nilton '\Yaring, on ·voI nnteor duty at 
Battery "\Vagner: ,vas killc<l the next day by a 1ninnie 
ball fired by a sharpshooter. 

Fort ,vagnor ,vas subjected daily to a furious bo1n
bardn1ent by the 1nonitors nnd gunboats. Guns of the 
largest calibre rained shot and shell of i1n1nense size 
on that po,vcrful ,vork. On Saturday, the 18th, the 
firing \\·us terrific. J?ivo 111onitors, the ne,v- Ironsides, 
seye11 ".,.ooden gunboats, ,yith land batteries on the 
Island: poured a converging strca1n of fire into the Fort. 
Sixty-five heaYy guns and eight 1nortars shook tl1e air 
,vith their thunder for elev·en consecutive hours. Shot 
and shell burst and tore up the ground at the rate of 
t,venty-seven a 1ninnte. . 

.A.t eight o'elock in the eycning, the enen1y advanced 
in t,yo colun1ns of three thousand each, under the con1-
1nand of Brigadier-General Strong. The cohunn ,vhich 
attacked our left, advanecd ,vith spirit at the double
quick, under a severe fire fro1n Sun1ter an<l ,v agncr. 
\Vhen the eneiny reached a point about sixty yards 
fro1n the :Fort, the infantry, ·who, at the alarrn gi\·cn by 
the pickets, sprang to their places undaunted by· the 
terrible storni that had been rnging all dnY, fresh and 

(,__ l.....,; .,; 

eager for tho fi·ay, poured a galling fire fro111 behind tl)e 
parapet into the black 1nasscs that n1oved steadily 
to"\\·ard the Fort. But the eolun1n eontinuoa to advance, 
and ft nun1erous force succeeded in gaining the trench, 
and began to scale the sides of the battery. At that 
1non1ent t,vo brass ho-\Yitzcrs that had been placed in 
J)Osition by Col. IIarris, and ·were in c·harge of Lieut. 
,v atics, of Blake's Battery, opened a rakh1g fire that 
s,vcpt the trench, and n1ade fearful havoc in the thick 
ranks of the assailants. T·wicc the cne1nv ,verc driven ., 
back, and the dead lay piled up in the trenches. 

There ·were also t,yo assaults on the right, n1arked 
by the san1c desperate fury that dist~nguishe<l the 
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attack on the other side. Tho Charleston Battalion 
,verc posteJ. jn that "·ing, and the behav-iour of that 
fine corps increased the lustre of the fh1nc they "·on by 
their gallant corn.luct at Seccssionvillc. 

A s1nall nu1nbor of the cneiny succeeded in cffcctin.~ 
a lodgement in one of the salients, the gun of "·hid1 
had boon disabled. Ca pkt in Ryan fell in tho gallant 
but unsuccessful atten1pt to dislodge thc1n. They paid 
for their audacity ,vith their liberty, for a small force of 
Georgians haYing ascended the 1nagazinc, and thus 
gained a position that com1nandcd the salient, speedily 
con1pellcd thcn1 to surrender. 

The fight raged ,vith unabated fury for three hours. 
The ene1ny left six hundred on the :fiel<l, and his whole 
loss exceeded fifteen hundred. Our casualties nun1-
bered about one hundred. An1ong these, ho,vever, 
,vere several n1ost ,,·orthy gontle1nen .and , ... aluable 
officers. Lieutenant-Colonel Sin1kins and Captain W. 
H. Ryan ,vere killed. ~Iajor David Ra1nsay, a schofo,r 
of rare attainments, a la,vyer })rofoundly acquainted 
,vith the principles of his profession, a gentleman of 
unblen1ishe<l. character, and ,vorthy of the honoured 
nan1e he bore, received a ,vound ,vbile leading a detnch
mcnt of his n1en to occupy an angle, the gun in which 
had bccon1e useless, that put an end to his useful life 
on the 4th August. 

?vlajor Ra1nsay and Captain Ryan, belonged to the 
Charleston Battalion. The following of tho sa::nc com
mancl ,vere killed: Sergeant Lambers, Pri-v-ates S. J. 
Nesbit, l\I. T,vohill, Sergeant "\V. Ir. Smith and Private 
S. T. Hyde. 

Col. Sha,v, 54th 1'Iassachnsctts Regiment, U.S. C. T., 
the Lieutenant-Colonel of the same regiment, a 1'Iajor 
n.ncl several other officers of high grade ,vere killed. 

Early in ... :\.ugust, tho ene1ny opened fire on Sun1ter, 
from a battery of Parrott guns, distant two 1nilos and 
fi,e-eighths fro1n the fort. That steady and effective 
cannonading ,Yas maintained at regular intcr,als, until 
the grand old fort ,Yas abandoned. Its successful de
fence is an achieve1nent that reflects imn1ortal glory on 
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the intelligence, skill, pcrsc"\~era:ncc and Yalour of all 
,vho shared its dangers and difficulties. 

Fridny night~ tho 21st .1-\.ugust, 1863, G-cn. IIngood 
1·eccive<.l the follo,,;ring eon1n1unicntion at Battery \Vag
ner: 

llEAD QUARTERS, DEP.ART)lENT OF THE SOUTH. 
]lorris Island, S. C., Aug. 21, 1863. 

General: I have the honor to dcn1and of you the 
evacuation of lforris Island, and 1,ort Sun1ter by the 
Confederate forces. The present condition of Fort 
Sumter, and the rapid and progressive destruction 
,vhich it is undergoing frorr1 1ny batteries, see1n to ren
der its complete molition ,vithin a fe,v hours, a matter 
of certainty. ..A.11 111y heaviest guns have not yet been 
opened. 

Should you refuse con1pliance ,·dth this de1nand, or 
should I receive no reply thereto ,vithin four hours 
after it is delivered into the hands of your subordinate 
at Fort ,v agner, for transn1ission, I shall open fire on 
the city of Charleston fro1n batteries already cstabli8h
ed ·within easy and effectiv-e range of the heart of the 
city. 

I an1, Genera]~ very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed), Q. A. GILLMORE. 

The connnunication ,vas receiv-ed at Head Quarters 
about a quarter to elev-en o'clock, :Friday night, by 
G·en. Jordan, Gen. Beauregard being absent on official 
duty, and returned for the signature of the "'Titer. It 
,vas signed, nnd receiv-eu. at Gen. Beauregard's IIcad
quarters, at nine o'clock, Satnrday m.orning. Bct,veen 
one and tw·o o'clock that morning, the enen\y opened 
fire on the city, and threw thirteen eight-inch shells, at 
intervals of about fifteen 1ninutes. One shot struck 
the store of G·. \V. ,villian1s & Co., at the corner of 
Chur~h and IIaync ~treet8, doing son1e da1na.ge to the 
building, and setting fire to sonic loose straw. The fire 
caused no little exciten1ent, but it ,vas easily put out. 

Those shells ,yere throw·n fro1n a battery located in 
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the n1arsh bct,vecn i\Iorris an<l Blac:k Island, distant 
over five rniles fron1 Charleston. 

On that sa1nc day, Col. P. C. Gaillard, of the Charles
ton Battalion, ha<l his left hand shot off by a shell. 

On the Thurs<lay 1n·eyious, Capt. Robert Pringle, of 
Lnc:as' Battalion, ,vas killed at 13attcry ,v agner by ~i 

pieee of shell striking hi1n in the breast. 
The follo,ving is n, copy of the reply of General 

l3cauregard to the comn1unieation of General Gilln1ore1 

conveyed by Col. Ron1an, under fh1g of truce, to the 
cne1ny's flag ship for delivery: 

llEADQUARTERS DEPART:\IENT s. c., G.:\., A.ND ~F1
LA. } 

Charleston, S. C., .A.ugust 22, 1863. 

Sir: Last night, at fifteen n1inutes before eleven 
o'clock, during 1ny absence on a reeonnoisancc of 1ny 
fortifications, a communication ·was received at these 
Headquarters, dated lieadquarters Dcpart1nent of the 
South, l1orris Isand, S. C., .. A.ugust 21st, 1863, de1nand
ing the " imn1e<liate evacuation of ){orris Island and 
Fort Sumter by the Confederate forces," on the alleged 
grounds that "the present condition of Fort Sumter, 
and the rapid and 1)rogressive destruction it is under
going fro1n my batteries, scen1 to render its complete 
demolition ,vithin a fe,v hours a 1natter of certainty,'7 
and that if this den1ancl ",vas uot eomplie<l ,vith, or no 
reply thereto was received ,vithin four hours after it is 
delivered into the hands of your (n1y) subordinate con1-
n1ander at Fort "\Vagncr for trans1nission," a fire ,vould 
be opened " on the city of Charleston from batterie8 
alrendy establi8bed ,vithin easy and effectiYe range or 
the heart of the city." This co1n1nunication, to my 
address, ,vas ,vithout signature, and of eourse returned. 

~lbout half-past one this n1orning one of your 
batteries did actually open fire and thro,v a 1nnnbcr of 
heavy rifle shells into the city, the inhabitants of ,, ... hich, 
of course, were asleep and un,varned . 

....\ bout nine o'clock this 1norning the con1nn1nieation 
a.lln<lcd to above, ,vas returned to these headquarters,. 
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bearing your recognized official signature, an<l it c:.1.11 
nO"\'\~ be noticed as your <lolibcrate official act . 

.i\..n1ong nations not barbarous, tho usages of ,v~n· 
prescribe that, "~hen n, city is about to be attacked~ 
tin1ely notice shall be given by tho attacking con1nuu1-
der, in order that non-co1nbatants 1nay have an oppor
tunity for ,vithdra,ving beyond its lin1its. Generally 
the tin1e allo,ved is fro1n one to three days-that is, 
time for the ,vithdraw·al, in good faith, of at leust the 
·won1en and children. You, sir, give only four hours, 
knowing that your notiec; under existing circu1nstances, 
could not reach n10 in less than t,v-o hours, and that not 
less than the san1c tin1c ,\·oulcl be required for an ans\\·cr 
to be con-v-eyed fron.1 this city to Battery "\Vaguer. 
"\Vith this know,.le<lge, you threaten to open fire on the 
city, not to oblige its surrender, but to force me to 
evacuate those ·works, ,vhich you, assisted by a great 
na,al force, have been attacking in vain for n1orc than 
forty <lays. 

Batteries ,v agner and Gregg, and }1.,ort Su1nter are 
nearly due North fron1 your batteries on l\1orris Island, 
and in distance therefrom varying from a half mile to 
two and a quarter 1niles ; this city, on the other hand, 
is to the north,vest, and quite five miles distant fro1n 
the battery opened against it this morning. 

It ,vould appear, sir, that, des1)airing of reducing 
these ":-orks, you no,v resort to the novel mensuro of 
turning your guns against the old n1en, the ,vo1ncn and 
children, and the hospitals of a sleeping -city; an act 
of inexcusable barbarity fi·om your o,vn confessed point 
of sight, inasn1uch ~ts you allege that the "'con1plete 
de1nolition of Fort Sun1tcr" ,vithin a fe,v hours by your 
guns scen1 to you a 1natter of certainty. 

Your 01nission to attach your signature to such a 
gra,·o paper n1ust sho,v the recklessness of the course 
uron ,vhich you haYc adventured. "\Vhile tho facts 
that you kno-wingly fixed a li1nit for rccch-ing un 
ans·wer to your cle1nand, ,vhich nu1dc it aln1ost beyond 
the possibility of receiving any reply ,vi thin that tilnc, 
and that you actually did open fire and thro,y a nu1n
ber of the n1ost destructiYe 1nissilcs ever usc<l in ,v-ar, 
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into the n1idst of a city taken unawares, nnd filled ,vith 
:;leeping ,vomcn and children, ,vill give yot: a bad en1i
nence in history, even in tho history of this -,var. 

I an1 only surprised, sir, at the lin1its you h.~vc set 
to your de1nand. If, in order to obtain the abaitd9n-
1nent of ~!orris Island and Fort Sumter, you feDJ 
authorized to fire on thi8 city, ,vhy did you not also 
include the " ... orks on Sullivan's and James' Island-nay, 
ev·en the city of Charleston-in the same den1and? 

Since you have felt ,varrantcd in inaugurating this 
n1ethod of redudng batteries in your innnediate 
front, ,vhich ,vere found otherwise impregnable, and a 
n1ode of ,varfarc ,vhich I confidently declare to be 
atroeious and un ,vorthy of any soldier, I no,v solemnly 
,varn you, that if you fire again on this city from you.r 
i\Iorris Island batteries, vdthout granting a somewhat 
n1ore reasonable ti1ne to remove non-con1batants, I 
shall feel iinpclled to employ such stringent n1eans of 
retaliation as 111ay be available <luring the continuunce 
of this attack. 

Finally, I reply that neither the \Yorks on l\Iorris 
Island or Fort Stunter ,vill be cvncuatcd on the deinand 
you have been ploasc<l to make. ..:\.lready, howeYer, I 
arn taking 1ncnsuros to re1nove, ,vith the utn1ost possi
ble celerity, all non-eon1batants, who are no,v fully 
U-\vare of, and ali--v-e to, ,vhat they 111ay expect ut your 
hand~. 

Respectfully, sir~ 
Your obedient serv-ant, 

(Signed) G-. T. BE.A. {JREG.A.RD, 
General Con11nanding. 

To Brigadier-General (-l .. A.. Gilln1orc, connnancfing 
U. S. Foree$, ~Iorris I~land. 

That ,vas the beginning of a bombardn1cnt J)rolong
ed through rnany ,vcary 1nonths. There ,vcrc thous
ands of $hells thro,vn into the eitv fron1 the batteries ,., 
on ~lorris Island, but though 1nany buildings ·were 
struek, fe,v lives "·ere lost, and tho d:nnagc done ,vas 
far fron1 being an equivalent to the cnen1y, for the Yast 
sun1 of n1oncy the shelling cost. 
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The Post f'Jffiee "·a~ re1no,·ccl on the 25th .Augn~t. 
to the c:.or1H);r of l(ing anJ .,Ann strcetf.. 

On the ~iight of ... .\.ugast 26th, our ach·an(~e<l pitkets, 
nun1be1:itng eighty 1ncn, occ11pying the rifle-pits iu front 
-0f Ff,rt ,v a~ner, ,\·ere flanked and surrounded by three 
r~gi1nents or the cnen1y. Onr 1ncn, though taken by 
surprise, fought Yaliantly, bnt ,vcre OYcrbornc by o,·er
,vhehning nun1bers. 

The eneiny's success on the 10th J nly, 1nnde it cYi
<lent thnt ~lorris Island 1nust cYentnuIJy fr1.ll into hi~ 
hands. Its defence h:.ul been n1arked bv resolution and ., 
,alor that reflect 1111<.lying f~unc on the 1nen ,v ho 
shared the dangers of thut n1e1noruble can1paign. Our 
e.asualties nun1berod about seven hundred; the cnon1y'~ 
,vas not le~8 than six thousand. 

After 1naintaining the defence for forty-eight clay~~ 
l\Iorris Island ,vas evacuated Sun<.lay night, Sept. 6th~ 
1863. 

For three days and nights Battery ,vagner had bec11 
subjected to a fire of unparalellcd :fierceness fro1n tho 
enen1y's lan<l batteries, several gunboats, and the n1oni
tors. The bo1nbard1nent raged ,vith greatest fury 
through the ,vhole of Saturday night, up to eight 
-o'clock on Sunday. The shots ,vcrc often n1orc than 
sixty to a minute. The fort had been seriously dan1-
aged. The ,vood ,, ... ork of the bon1b-proofa "'."ere laid 
nearly bare, and the sand displaced to sueh a degree 
that the sally-ports ,vere ahnost entirely blockc<.l up. 
The parallels of the enen1y had been pushed up to the 
very n1outh of Battery '\Yagner. 'fhe evacuation ,,·as 
necessary, and it ,vas accon1plishcd " ... ith perfect success 
hy Col. I(eitt, assisted by 1Iaj. Bryan. .i:-\ t one o'clock, 
)Ionday 1norning, the last three boats glided noiselessly 
fron1 the island. Batteries Gregg and ,v agncr had 
been 1nincd, and the slow 1natch ,vas lighted by Capt. 
I-Iuguenin at ,vagncr, and Capt Lesesne at Gregg, but 
o,ving to <lefectiYc fuses, tho expected dcstructjon did 
not take place.. 

Onr loss durin6· that fri~ghtful bon1bard1ncnt ·w~r~ 
nearly t,vo hundred. 
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.. A1nong the killed vtcre Corporal J. G-. :X c,ycomcr, Co. 
A., ,v ashington Light Infantry; Lieut. R .... \.. Blun1, Co. 
B, "'\Vashington l.iight Infantry; Liont. N. ~Iontgon1ery, 
,v ec :X ee Volunteers; F. J. Lan1b, Ripley G-uards; .1.\. • 
. Adan1s, Yeadon Light Infantry; E. Lynch, Yeadon 
Light Infantry; E. G-rahan1, Capt. )fclCennal's Con1-
pan3~; )L Rollinson, Edisto Rifles; P. U. "'\Vorshan1 1 

Clarendon Guards. • 
G-en. Giln1ore's success nit l\Iorris Island inspired A<l

n1iral Dalgreen ,vith the desire to do son1e great thing 
\\yith his formidable fleet. ..A.ccordingly, about ten 
o'clock, on l\'Ionday n1orning, the 7th September, he 
den1anded the surrender of Fort Su1nter. 

To this den1and the follo"·ing ans,Ycr was uuide: 

Inform .. Adn1iral Dalgreen that he n1ay have Fort 
Sun1ter ,vhen he tan take and hold it; that such de
man<ls are puerile and unbecon1ing; also, that no far
ther flags of truce ,Yill be reeeived fron1 hin1 or General 
Gilhnore, until they satisfactorily explain the firing on 
flags of truce fro1n these Headquarters, on severai re
cent occasions. 

(Signed), THOlIA.S JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 

~ro l\Iajor Stephen Elliott, ?On1nutnding Fort Sumter. 

It " .. as atte1npted to execute the threat eonvcycd by 
.A.d1niral Dalgreen~s sun1n1ons to surrender Fort Sun1ter 
on the 1norning of the 9th Se1)te111her. At half-past 
one o'clock, a fleet of barges ·were seen approaching 
the berin and the gorge face of the fort. rrhe sentries 
on the parapets i1nn1ediately thrc,v up three rockets. 
That signal -~yas ans,verecl by ~..,ort Johnson, Battery 
Si1nkins, Fort iioultrie, and the gunboat Chicora, all 
,vhieh opened upon tho barges; ,Yhilc tho infantry, c:on
sisting 1nainly of the Charleston Battalion, con1n1ande<l 
by Capt. Blak~, poured a rapid and spirited fire into the 
black nutsscs n1o·ving on tho ·water. The foren1ost 
barge gained the ledge, and the officers and 1nen entcr
C(l upon their ,v-ork w·ith gallantry and resolution. 
They ,yere n1ct ,Yith greater gall~ntry by the brave 
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defenders, and after fighting obstinately for a fe,\· 
minutes, the stor1ning party retreated in confusion to 
the base of the fort. The "·hole party surrendered~ 
and the other barges, disn1ayed at the furious fire, for
sook their co1npanions, and fled in haste. 

This short and sharp fight resulted in the capture of 
thirteen naval officers, au<l one h unclred and t,vo 1nen, 
three stands of colors·, and four fine barges. A111ong 
the flags taken ,Y~1s the identical flag ,vhich floated fron1 
the parapet, ,vhile }Iajor Anderson was co1nn1andant 
of the fort. 

Notwithstanding our space is lin1ited, I cannot for
bear noticing the daring atte1npt to blo,\· U}) the Iron
sides. 

On the night of October 6th, Lieutenant G. W. T. 
Glassell, accompanied by 1Iessrs. Sullivan, Toon1bs, and 
Cannon, proceeded in a boat constructed for the purpose, 
,vith a torpedo of the largest size fastened to her bo,v, 
to perforn1 the perilous work he had undertaken. 

The little steanHn· "·as received with volley after 
volley of n1usketry fro1n the frigate. But heedless of 
the bullets the litt1e queer-shaped c~raft J)Ursued her 
course through the dangers, and struck the Ironsides 
"rith the tor1)edo. A terrific explosion took place, 
jarring the hnmensc ship, and throw·ing a huge column 
of ,vatcr into her decks. The gallant Lieutenant and 
l\Ir. Sullivan ,ve1·e picked up by one of the frigate's 
boats. Their con1panions ·were dro,vned. 

Letter-,vriters 1nade light of the effcet of that gal
lant attempt to destroy the N C-\V Ironsides. But the 
truth gradually leaked out, and it ,vas adn1itted that 
the po-werful and splendid ship suffered grave damage. 

The monotony of the bon1bardment of Fort Sun1ter 
·w·as interrupted by a heart-rending occurrence on the 
morning of the 31st October. At three o'clock, a three 
hundred pounder parrot shell struck an iron girder in 
the sea \Yall of the barracks, causing it to fall in and 
crush and kill thirteen of tho heroic garrison. 

The follo,\-ing arc the 11an1es of the brave n1cn \Yho 
,,ere the -rictirus of that terrible disaster: Scrgt. "'\Y. C. 
O,Yens, Sergt. J. .A. SteYens, Pri,-ates S. L. Burro,Y~, 
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F. lL Burro\vs, S. ,v. An<lcrson, J a1nes Calder, 0. J. 
Burn, \V. E. Gibson, J. ,v. JoncR, L. S. Lee, and A. N. 
Patterson . 

. A.t <l:.ty break on Sun<ln,y. tho 3rd July; 1864, the 
on1en\r n~11<le a spirited assault on Port Johnson. One 
colun111 ctfected a lan<ling bclo,v Battery Si1nkins, and 
,vcre gallantly repulsed. The secou<l colu1nn, under 
the im1nediate conunand of Col. IIoyt, ,Yho also had 
com1nan<l of the expedition, attacked the Brook G·un, 
in co1nmand of Lieut. l~.:.nvorth, in overwhehning num
bers, and forced our n1cn back. Encouraged by that 
success, they :t<lllance<l in spirited style upon Port 
Johnson. But the terrific fire by the light and heavy 
batteries on the line "·:.1.s too hot for thcn1, and so1ne 
Rnrrenderc<l, others retreated to their barges, and 1nany 
took shelter in the Brook Gun Battery. A charge ,vas 
ordered by Lieut.-Col. J oscph Yates, the battery reco·r
erod, and sixty-five n1on captured. Battery Cheves, 
conunanded by Capt. Hunter, 2nd l{cg. S.-C .. A .. , opened 
fire on the retreating barges, and sunk several. 

At <lay light of the 9th July, 1864, a severe fight took 
place at Joh n's Island. 

'fhe encn1y ha<l thro,Yn up a heavy line of intrench
inonts, a 1nilc long, and strongly fortified the1n ,vith 
artillery, about a 1nile und a h:.i!f in front of Burden's 
cause,vay. llis tl'oops behind the intrcnchn1cnts nu1n
bered about three thousand 1nen. 

Our infantry ,vcrc conunan<lcd by Uoloncl Ilarrison, 
32nd Georgia, and onr artillery by Licut.-Col. Del 
ICen1pcr, the vv·holc lUH.lcr the con.unand of Gen. B. II. 
Iiobert.son. Our ad,,.ancc t1·oops cousi:-stc<l of the 32nd 
Georgia, 1st Georgia, Regulars, 47th Georgia, llonneau's 
Georgia Battalion, pa.rt of the 4-th G·eorgia c~n·alry, 
und the ~iarion and \Va~hington Artillery. 

'1.,hc stroug po:-:;ition of tho cnon1y was stor1ncd in the 
f~tce of a 1nurderous fire of 1nusketry and artillery. 
'rho G·eorgians behaved 1nost gallantly, leaping over 
the ,vorks, a, bloody hand-to-hand fight ,vas fought 
behind the fortifications. ~rhc struggle lasted about an 
hour, ,vhcn the cnen1y g!tVe ,vay along the ,vhole line, 

10 
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and ,v-crc gradually driven baek to their second line of 
intrcnchments. rl,hat night they aban<lonc<l the h,lun<l. 
rrhcir loss ,vus heavy; our cnsunltics ,ycre one hun<lrcd 
killed and ,voundeu. 

Capt. John C. ~litchcll, ,vbo ·was placed in co1n1nan<l 
of ]?ort Su1ntcr, on the vr<)lnotion an<l rc1noval of nin,j. 
Stephen Elliott, ,vns killed by the fragincnt of n. shell 
thrown fron1 Morris Isb.nd, while in au exposed posi
tion in Sun1ter. 

Captain ~Iitchcll \\.,.as hcl<l in great respect and cg
tcc1n on account of uncon1n1on talents and acquisitions, 
and rare l)ersonal ,vorth. 

Captain Thon1as A. IIugenin succeeded Cnptn.in 
]litchcll as con1n1an<lnnt of },ort Snrntcr . 

.. F1ron1 tho battle of Joh n's Island to the <lay on which 
Charleston fell into the hands of tlfe cne1ny, no event 
of special interest oceurred. The hostile guns contin
ued to l)lny upon our batteries and tho city, killiug and 
,vounding and setting fire, but without acco1nplishing 
any end at all co1nn1ensuratc ,vith the iinmensc outlny 
of skill, lnbor, pcrseveranco and 1noncy. 'fhc cn<l at 
last ,vas :.1ttuincu. The goal ,Yns reached and the prize 
,von. Charleston "·as evacuated on the 17th Pcbruary, 
1865. 

Tho cncn1y in onr fi·ont took possession of the ~,vorks 
around tho city, but not until after they ,\·ere aban
doned. Every effort he 1na<lc to accon1plish that end 
had been fi·u8tra.ted. The battles fought on the land, 
though ,vith large od<lti against us, had resulted in his 
defeat. }.,ort Sun1tor ,vas torn to pieces by shot and 
shell. l)ay nn<l night, for 1nany 1nonths, the stor1n of 
battle smote n.n<l shook its walls, until their strength 
and syn1n1ctry ,vas :-;o 1narrcd, it pained the heart to 
behold it. 'l'hc flag was shot do,vn ti1ncs ,vitbout nu1n
bcr, and 1nnny of it~ heroie dofon<lcrs "Tore pierced by 
deadly n1issiles. But the flag continued to tloat f1·on1 
tho r~1ggod 11urapct, nnd the sundown gun never failed 
to thunder defiance on t.ho evening air. The forrni<lable 
fleet h:ul put forth its groat power, hut all in vain. 
lfonitors and ~ailing vessels dared not attc1npt to run 
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the gauntlet of our b~tttcries, and it ,vas not until the 
,,orks that defended the city on its sea-side were 
abandoned, that another flag w·ayed over them. Gen. 
:3hernuu1's flank mo,mnent obliged the e,acuation of 
Charleston. The city ,vas given up, it w·as never taken. 

The e-..:ents of the day follo,ving are of so-recent date 
and of so painful a nature, that "ve pass then1 OV'er in 
silence, an<l shall conclude this brief revie-,v of son1e of 
the n1ore note,vorthy occurrences of the siege and in
vestment of Charleston, w·ith the official correspon
dence between ~Iayor l\Iacbeth and Col. Bennett. 

Lieut.-Col. A. G. Bennett, w·ith several officers, reach
ed the city, and landed at South .A.tlantic ,vharf, at 10 
o'clock in the morning. The fire caused by the terri
ble explosion in the storehouse of the North-Eastern 
Railroad, ,vas then burning fiercely, and threatened to 
lay the larger portion of the city in ashes. ]Iayor 
l\facbeth had dispatehcd Aldermen Gilliland and ,vn
liams to proceed to ~!orris Island ,vith the following 
communication : 

To the General Colnnianding the Anny of the U. S. at 
Jiorri.s Island : 

Sir:-The n1ilitary authorities of the Confederate 
States lun,•c eV'acuated this city. I have re1nained to 
enforce hnv, and })reserve order, until you take such 
steps as you n1ay think best. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) CHARLES ~I.AJ]BETH, 
Jlayor. 

The boat "~ith a ·white flag, containing the .Alderrnen, 
,yas observed bv Col. Bennett. and in the intervicnv 
that fbllo"·cd, the subjoined 1:eply w·us n1adc to the 
)Iayor's note. 

HEAD QR5., u. s. FORCES, CHARLESTO~ IIARBOR, 
N oi-th .A tlantie "\Yharf; Feb. 18, 1865 . 

.Jlayor Charles J[acbeth: 
I ha-..:e the honor to aekno,vlcdge the receipt of your 

eon1n111nication of thi~ date. I h~n·c in reply thereto, 
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to state that the troops under n1y eornmand "·ill render 
every po:;sible assistance to your w·ell dh,posed citizens 
in extinguishing tho fir·cs no,,t burning. 

I have the honor to be, l\Iayor, 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) A. G. BENNETT, 

Lieut.-Col. Co1nmancling U. S. Forces, Charleston. 

The navy took possession of Fort l\f oultrie an<l Cas
tle Pinckney, an<l a, Yolunteer party of ten men fron1 
l\Iorris Island planted the lT. S. flag on Sun1ter. 



[The f<>llo,ving inei<lents, although not in the chro
nological order of the narrative of 1nilitary transactions, 
are of sufficient interest to be recorded, and are au
thentic.] 

GENERAL BE.A.UREGAR.D'S COlf~IENTS ON 
GENERA.L GILL)IORE'S LETTER. 

SEPT. 30, 1863.-.A.s an hnportant part of this running 
narrative, I copy a portion of General Beauregard's 
co1n1nent on General Gillmore's report of the occupa
tion of .Alorris Island. That report contained so 111any 
falst) staten1ents, that General Beauregard deemed it 
proper to eorrect then1 and publish the truth : 

HEADQUARTERS l)EPART:\IENT 8. C., (_.;.A., AND FLA., } 
Charleston, S. C., Septen1ber 30, 1863. 

Cfeneral: The published report of Brigadier-General 
Gilhnorc, of the 7th inst., to his Government, relative 
to his dequisition of Batteries ,v agncr and Gregg, con
tains several errors ,vhich I feel called upon to correct: 

1st. "Seventy-five n1en" ,vere not taken on Jforris 
Island, for only two boats' cre,vs, about nineteen men 
and twenty-seven soldiers, or about forty-six 1nen in all, 
,verc captured by the enen1y's arn1ccl barges between 
Cun1n1ing:S' Point and .Fort Su1nter. 

2d. Colonel l{eitt's captured dispatches could not 
have sho,vn that the garrison of "\Vagncr and Gregg 
an1onntcd to "bebveen fifteen -hundred and sixteen 
hundred effectiYc 1nen" on the d!ty of the evacuation, 
for Col. ICeitt rerorted, that morning, nine hundred 
n1cn, nll told, only about t,-vo-thirds of ,vhich could be 
considered "effectives," the others being ,v-ounded, or 
more or less di:-;abled fi·on1 exposure for so long a 
period to the ,veather, and the incessant fire, day and 
night; of the encn1y's land and naval batterie~. The 
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forces holding these works and the north end of ~!orris 
Island, during the fifty-eight day':, siege, varied fro1n 
one thousand to t,Yeb;e hundred men, seldon1 exceeding 
the latter number ,vhen it could be avoided. 

3d. Battery \Vagner ,,as not "a ,vork of the n1ost 
formidable kind," but an ordinary field ,vork, ,vith thick 
parapets, but \Yith ditches of little depth-the sand 
thrown up by the enemy's shells and drifted by the 
,vinds during so long a siege, had partially covered up 
the explosive shells, spiked plank5 and pikes placed in 
the ditch for its defence. 

4th. The bomb-proof of ,v agner could not contain 
eighteen hundred 1nen or n1ore than about six hundred, 
the garrison of the ,vork being about eight hundred 
men. · 

5th. "Nineteen pieces of artillery, and a large supply 
of excellent ammunition ,vere captured." The pieces of 
heavy and light artillery left in ,v agner and Gregg 
were more or less da1naged, and all "·ith their vents 
not too much enlarged ,vcre spiked, the carriages, 
chassis, &c., ,vcre 1nore or less disabled by the ene1ny's 
shot and shell. Only eighteen hundred ( tw·o hundred 
in \Vagncr, sixteen hundred in Gregg) pounds of am-
1nunition-w·ere left to explode the 1nagazines and bon1b
proofs; but, unfortunately, through some accident, the 
fuses left burning did not ignite the 1)0,vder. 

I """ill conclude by stating that, strange as it 1nay 
appear, the total loss in killed and ,voundod on ~Iorris 
Island, fro1n July 10th to Septen1bcr 7th, 1863, ,Yas 
only six hundred and forty-one n1en, and deducting the 
killed and w·ounded due to the landing on the 10th July, 
and to the assaults of the 11th and 18th Ju_ly, the 
killed and ,youndocl due the terrible bon1bardn1~nt 
,vhich lasted almost uninterruptedly, night and day, 
during fifty-eight days, an1ountcd to t,vo hundred and 
ninety-six 1non, n1any of ,vhon1 " .. ere only slightly 
,voun<lec.l. It is still n1ore ren1arkable, that during the 
san1c period of tin1e, ·when the enen1y fired six thousand 
two hundred and two shots and shell at :Fort Sun1ter, 
,aring in ,,eight from thirty pound:, to three hundred 
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pound:,, only. ~lght n1en were killed and forty-nine 
w·ot1nded. Indeed, the hand of tJ1e Aln1ighty ,, .. ould 
seen1 to have protected the heroic garrison of that no-w 
historic ,vork. 

Respectfully, 
Your ohedient ser,ant, 

G. T. BE.A.DREG.A.RD, 
(Signed,) c-:eneral Cl)mnianding. 

Official: JORN 1Y ITIIERS, A. A. G. 

B.A.TTLE OF COOS.A.1VHA.TCHIE. 

DEc. 9, 1864.-On Friday afternoon, the 9th Decem
ber, 1864, the enemy attacked our lines at Coosa
w'l1atchie, ,Yith great spirit. 

The n1orniI1g ,vas ushered in ,vith severe skir1nishing, 
,vhich ,vas continued with more or less vigor until four 
o'clock in the afternoon. The enmny then atte1npted 
to obtain possession of the 'filifinny Cut and trestle 
" .. ork, a })OSition commanding the line of railroad to 
Coos:.nvhatchie. That mo,·ement led to a general en
gagen1ent. On the cnen1y's approach, our troops ad
V'anceJ t0 meet then1, and ,Yith a cheer, charged the 
dense lines ,vith the bayonet. The fight that follo,Yed 
" .. as fierce and bloody. It raged OYer tw·o hours, and 
resulted in the ene1ny being driven into his intrench
n1ents. 

The bea,iest :fighting ,vas bet,vcen a body of the 
ene1ny~ nun1boring about three thousand n1en, under 
Gen. Hateh, and the Georgia troops, under the coin~ 
n1and of Gen. L. IL Gartrell, our right resting on Tili
finny Creek. 

This ·was one of the sov-erest fights fought during 
the prolonged defence of Charleston. The cne1ny dis
played great valor, and having had large odds in his 
fa,or, he see1ned bent upon acco1nplishing his purpose. 
Never did our troops sho,,... 1nore resolution and courage 
than did the sn1all force tbat bore tho· brunt of the 
fight on our right. 
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The cnen1y paid dearly for his teme_rity. His loss 
was estin1atcd at bct,veen seven and eight hundred 
killed and ,vounded. Our loss ,vas seven killed, and 
fifty ,vounded. 

Gen. Gartrell ,vas painfully wounded by a fragn1ent 
of shell in the ar1n and side. Capt. Sheffield, an excel
lent officer and an esti1nable 1nan, belonging to the 
47th Georgia Reghnent, ,v~1s killed on the field. Cap• 
tains Heartncll and ,v ood, of the 1st G·eorgia Reserve~, 
were "rounded. 

The Georgia RescrYes behaved ,vith all the steadi
ness of regulars, and contributed in no sn1all n1easure 
to that distinguished success. The color-bearer of the 
First Georgia having fallen, a lieutenant gallantly 
seized the tlag, and bore it through tt terrific fire of 
musketry w·ithin thirty yards of the enc1ny's line of 
battle, "~here he feil pierced "~ith n1any bullets. 

BRIG. GE~. ST.A.TES RIGHTS GIST. 

There is n, na1ne that deserves spccin,l 1nention in 
this short narrative of the siege and investment of 
Charleston. 

Brigadier Generul States Rights G-ist ,vas con~picuous 
among those noble men ,vho worked and suffered in 
the defence of our city. 

He fell on the battle-field of Franklin, Tennessee, 
,vhile rallying his n1cn to 1nake a charge. He serv·ed 
·with distinguished bravery all through the long a_nd 
bloody campaigns of Genera.ls Johnson and Jlood, in 
North Georgia, East and ~Iid<lle Tennessee. 

Ile '\\"'as born in 1.,Tnion District, on the 3d Septen1-
bcr, 1831. In 1836 be graduated n.t the South Carolina 
College. ....-\.fter pas~ing several years at Ca1nbridge, in 
the study of hnv, he returned to South Carolina., an<l 
entered upon the pra~tice of law in Union ·village. In 
1855 he ,yas 1nadc Brigadier-Ci-eneral of 1nilitia. }laving 
exhibited peculiar aptitude for the n1ilitary profession7 

he ,vas appointed .. A .. djutant and In~1)ector-G·eneral of the 
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State. Ile served as ,olunteer aid to G·eneral Bee at 
the fir5t battle of )lanassas. After the noble Bee fell, 
he acted under orders fron1 General Beauregard. In 
January, 1862, on General Robert }:. Lee's rccomn1en
dation, he ,vas appointed Brigadier-General in the Con
federate .Arn1y. 

The largest portion of the tin1e he spent at Secession
ville he \Yas in co1n1nand of the troops stationed there. 
He took part in the hard fought fight ~hat took place 
at th:1.t point, and behaved w·ith "·onted spirit and 
:firn1ness. Ile ,vas ulso in several of the battles around 
Atlanta, in one of "·hieh he receh·cd a painfui ,vound. 
He ,Yas t,vice ,vounded in the bloody battle near Frank
lin. ..A. bullet struck his thigh, but not u,vare of the 
dangerous charac-tm· of the \YOund, he refused to lea,e 
the fieid. \Vhile facing the <lnngers ,vith resolute 
heart and steady nerves, he receiYed another wound, 
in the right lung. He staggered back, saying, "take 
n1c to n1y ,vife," fo.lling into the hands of )Ir. Tren
holn1, died instantly. He ,vas hit "yhile the fore-feet of 
his horse rested on the enc1ny's breastworks. 

General Gist possessed a, strong, clear, quick 1nind ; 
n. sound judgment, and an earnest, detern1ined spirit. 
He ,Ya~ pron1pt, decided, firn1 nnd energetic; (~onsid
erate, generous and braxe. Adorned ,vith these virtues, 
he ren<lered good service to the cause in ,vhose vindicn
tion he gave his life; and has left a nan1c that ~tands 
high in the list of sons ,Yhose n1en1ory South C:n·olina 
,Yill ehcrish \\-ith pride and gratitude. 

B.A.TTLE OF HOXEY HILL. 

NOY. 30.-The battle of I-Ioney IIill "yas fought on 
,v edncsday n1orning, 30tli N" o,-en1her, 1864. 

IIoney Hill is about t,yo and n half n1ilcs distant 
fro1n the Yillagc of Grahann-ille~ Beaufort Di~triet, 
South Carolina. "\fhcrc the highway crosses the <:rest 
of the hill, ,Yas a line of breastworks~ neither possess
ing great strength, nor of the proper height. These 



118 

defective "~orks forinc<l the centre of our line, while 
our left ,vas spread out into the pine land, altogether 
,vithout protection, and our right along a line of fence 
that skirts the s,vun1p belo,v the batteries. 

The enen1y ca1ne up by the main road in front of our 
batteries, and having to turn an obtuse angle, before 
they ,vere a,vare they ,verc confronted by a force ready 
and cager to n1eet the1n. , 

The enemy's troo1)s eonsistc<l of eight regin1ents, 
four of w·hich ,vere colored troops. They ,vcre con1-
n1andcd by G-encrals Potter and }latch. The neg-roes 
forn1ed the advance, and were near the creek, ,vhen 
our batteries J)Oured spherical shot fast and accurately 
into their dense colun1ns. They ,vavered for :t n10• 

ment, but soon regained their i,pirits, and for1ne<l a 
line of b:1.ttlc parallel ,vith our own along the n1argin 
of the S\\ .. a1n1). 

The battle ,vas renew·ed at 11 o'clock, and raged 
" .. ith unabated fury until night. The centre and left of
the enemy ,vere most exposed. There the loss ,vas 
very heavy, and there the fighting ,vas n1ost severe. 
Our left " .. as also exposed, and the enemy made several 
desperate atten1pts to turn it, by advancing through 
the s,van1p and up the hill, but they ,vere <lriv·en ba,ck 
hy the resistless v-alor of our troops. 

Several atten1pts ,vere 1nade to take our batteries, 
.and n1any got nearly n.cross the s,vamp, but they could 
not stand against the ,vithering fire that thinned their 
ranks. In one of these desperate charges, a eolonel of 
one of the ncgro regiments ,vas killed ,vhilc gallantly 
leading his men across the creek. 

The loss of the enemy ,vas cstin1ate<l at bet,veen five 
and six hundred. Ours w·as eight killed, and thirty
nine ,vounded, four n1ortally. 

Our artillery ,vas serYed _·w·ith great accuracy, and 
our infantry behaved ,vith firmness an<l spiri.t. The 
Georgia Brigade ,\·as con1manded by Col. ,Yillis, ,vho 
,von the admiration of all on the field by his cool and 
intrepid bearing. The .Athens Battalion, under Jfajor 
Cook, and the .A.ugusta Battalion, under )faj. Jackson, 
did good ser·dce. Too n1uch praise cannot be bestowed 



119 

on the South Carolina Artillery for the handsome man
ner in ,vhich they served their guns. 

~lajor-Gcneral Gustavus S1nith, of the Georgia. State 
troops, ,Yas in conunand, but the line ,vas in11ne<liately 
under the direction of Col. Colcock, of ,vhose conduct 
it is i1npossiblc to speak in too high tcr1ns of 1)raise. 
Col. Gonzales also participated in the fight, and ,vaR 
seen continually in the thickest of the fire. 

It "'as nutnifcst the enemy ,vas a,vare he was ,vhip
ped. But as his retreat in the day ,voul<l have been 
extremely ])Crilous, he fled after dark, in hot luiste, 
thro,ving away everything that iinpe<led his move
n1ent:,-;. 'l'he road for 1niles ,vns stre\\Tn ,vith elothing, 
provision~, cooking utensils, blankets, and overcoats. 

ll.A.TTERY ,v.A.GNE.R. 

J"uLY, 186-!.-The fleet rendered indispensable sorviee 
in the attacks on Port "\Vagncr. It is cheerfully ad
mitted that the atten1pt to take that stronghold ,vas 
marke<l by an uncon1mon degree of skill, courage, reso-
1 ution and energy. But it is doubtful ,vhethcr the land 
forces, unaided by the fleet, could ever haYc got pos
se~sion of that ]_)O,Yerfu1 w·ork. It ,vas the Ironsiucs 
and the n1onitor:3 1nainly that con1pclled its evacuation. 
The cnc1ny in front had ma<le no impression upon the 
con1pact earth. It is true he continued to advance hiH 
lines steadily; but ho could not have made nearly so 
great progrcs~, had he not been assisted by the big 
guns of his ,var-Yessels. 

Every <lay the frigate and the turrettcd Ycsscls, to
gether "·ith gun boats, threw in1n1cnse shot and shell 
at the Fort. Their position enabled them to enfilade 
it, and they swept it fi·o1n one end to the other. The 
firing, e:Spccially that of the Ironsides, ,vas uncon1n1only 
aecnrate. A large proportion of the 1nissilcs hit, and 
1n~lny <lid great da111age. Fro1n tho 18th July to the 
8th Septmnber, eight }Ionitors and the Frigate N c,v 
I ronsidcs fired one thousand t,Yo hundred and fifty-five 
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10-inch shot, and six thousand and se,en hundred and 
seventy-one 11-inch shot, ,vcighing about six hundred 
and fifty-four tons. 

It is believed thn.t Fort \Vagner suffered more se•,:ere 
injury fron1 the Ironsides thaii' fron1 the eight 1nonitors. 
She fired a broadside of scyen 11-inch guns, and her 
,vcll-trained gunners h:tndlcd their pieces ,vith con
sn1nn1atc skill. Thick and fhst the huge shot l-)t1r:-it 
near the ,vork, tore up the ground, Lurie<l itself, or 
threw tons of the turfed earth high in the air. Durinµ: 
these terrific bon1bard1ncnts the garrison suffered no 
little. Unable to 1n:1ke any resistance they sought 
shelter in the bo1nb-proofi,. 'l'hc great heat and the 
enforced inaction, together ,vith the difficulty of pro
curing ,vatcr, and the inferior quality of their food, 
vexed and weakened those noble 1ncn. Never ,vas the 
spirit of a soldier ::nore severely tried thun the heroic 
volunteers ,vho took pttrt in the stout and gallant de
fence of Battery Wagner. They bore all those grevious 
evils with patience. ..A.s they fought ,vith vu.lout· so 
they endured with fortitude. Their na1nc should be 
}H·csc1Tc<l, for it ,vill, aftct· a tirnc, be u.ceounted an 
h~nonr to one that he took part in the splendid defence 
of Buttery ,v agncr. 

A BHUSII. 

There ,Yas a srnart skirn1ish with the cnen1y at 
Legare:s, J tunes' Island, on the 22d l\Iay, 1864. 

One clay of the ,veok previous deserters informed 
our men that an expedition had been projcctc<l against 
.T an1es Island, :.ind on Saturday tho gunboats shelled 
Seccssionville furiou~ly for the space of two hours. 
During the night a force of frorn eight hundred to one 
thousau<l landed at Battery and Goat IslanJ. ..A.t <lay
(hnvn, SnnJ.ay, the shelling of Scccssionville ,vu.s rene\\·
ed, and RO heavy \va.s tho tiring that it ,vas the general 
opinion in our city that a battle ,vas going on. 

rrhc enen1y advanced as far as Grirnball':-; cause,vay. 
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They \Yore n1ct there by Captain Hun1bcrt, of the 2d 
S. C. Artillery, ,vho displayed groat skill and courage 
by keeping the ,vholo force in check until the arriYal 
of )Iajor )Ltnig:.1ult':5 Batta.lion . 

. Seeing that the handful of 111.en ·who oppo:-;ed their 
progress had been reinforced, the encn1y n1ade a detcr-
1nined effort to force their ,·nty. But they w·ere met 
,vith fl. resolution and valor superior to their O'.Yn, and 
not,vithstanding the htrge odds in their frtYor, they 
,vere forced to rcn1ain ,yhere they ,,·ere. 

Conv-inced he could not accon1plish anything, tho 
cnen1y retreated Sunday night, and our pickets re
sumed their for1ner po~ts. 

This bootless expedition cost the ene1ny scYeral li'\"'cs. 
Oar casualties ,vere light. 

COLONEL D. B. H.A .. RRIS. 

Ser,t. 26, 1864.-Col. l)avi<l B. IIarris fell a Yictin1 to 
Yello-w Fever in Charleston, on the 24th of Se1)to1uber, 
1864, and in his fifty-first year. 

The relation that officer sustained to Fort Su1nter, 
and the SJ)lcndid eartlnvorks on Sullh·an's Island, nu1ke 
it pro1)er to notice his death in this short narrati--re. 

Col. Harris w·as born in 1813, in Goochland county, 
Virginia.. 1-Ie graduated at ,vest Point ·,vith distin
guished honor, at the age of t,Ycnty. He ser\·ed a 
short tin1c as lieutenant in the l:.,irst United State~ Ar
tillery, and then received the appointn1cnt of Professor 
of Engineering at the National l\Iilitary School. 

But ,,eary of the monotonous life be ·was leading, 
he resigned his con1n1ission the third year after his 
graduation, and for twenty-five years })Ursued the easy 
.and independent occupation of planter. In that pleas
ant en1ployn1ent he ,,as uncon1n1only successful. 

The ,var found hi111 with plenty, und a quiet n1ind. 
Bnt ,vhcn his n1other State sounded the call to arn1s, 
he gave up all his enjoyn1ents, and \\"Cnt forth to do his 
portion of the n1on1entous ,"\""ork. 

11 
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Girding on his sword, he n1a<le all haste to reach the 
border ,vhen there was great excitement and n1any 
disaffected spirits. He repaired to Fairfax, then the 
rendezvous of the Southern forces gathering along the 
Potomae. 

So fine was the reputation the young lieutenant bore, 
that he "'."as soon after,var<ls a1)pointed Captain and 
Chief Engineer on Gen. Beauregard's staff. 

I regret that I hnve neither the space nor the n1ate
rial, had I the ability, to give a ,vorthy sketch of the 
important and brilliant services rendered by that skill
ful officer. 

1Vhile G·eneral Beauregard ,vas connected ""ith the 
~.\.r1ny of Northern Virginia, Col. Harris constructed 
all the field ,vorks required for the J)rotection of his 
troops. \Vhile he w·as ,vith his Chief in the ,vest, he 
fortified Island N u-1nber Ten, Fort Pillow, Vicksburg, 
and many other important points. ,vhile Gen. Beau
regard ,Yas kept at Bladen Springs, Col. Harris accom
panied General Bragg on that renowned campaign in 
Kentucky. A short time after the return of General 
Bragg, he ,vas ordered ,vith General .Beauregard to 
Charleston. The ,vorks he built for the defence of our 
harbor are the proo£;;; of his talents, kno,vledge and 
skill, as ,vell as of his untiring energy. He 1nade Fort 
Sumter imrJregnable, contributing largely toward pro
longing the stubborn defence of Battery Wagner, and 
constructed that splendid series of eartlnvorks on Sul
livan's Island. 

He did important service at Petersburg, by ,vhich he 
raised hin1sclt still higher in the confidence of his su
})erior officers. 

Beginning at the grnde of lieutenant, he raised him 
self by honest labor and brilliant skill th11ough the 
grades of ~fajor, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Colonel of 
Engineers. Another pronlotion ,vas about being con
ferred upon hin1, ,vhen the pestilence smote him. The 
Confederacy could have spared n1any of his rank better 
than Col. Harris. ,vith a singular :fitness for the })ro
fcssion he pursued, an<l ,vith an intellect of great vigor 
and clearness, he ,\-as industrious, persevering and 
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pains-taking. He ,1;as ,yatchful, cautious, and cool. 
Danger steadied his ner,es, ,vhile it aroused all his 
activity. lie possessed that rare en<lo,vn1ent con1n1on 
sense in an uncon1mon degree. ,vhile clear of head 
and firn1 oi ,vill, he \Yas always ready to hear cour
teously the intelligent suggestions of the plain2st n1an. 
He ,Yas not given to n1uch talking, but ,Yhcn he did 
talk, his ,vords ,vere to the point. He ,vas ~1 n1an of 
work. All he did ,yas done ,vith his might, and to the 
best of his ability. Ilis successes had increased a 
,\·holeson1e confidence in his capacity, ,Yithont at all 
puffing him with pride and vanity. He culti,ated 
courtesy, and ah,-ays bore hiinself w·ith n1odesty. His 
character ,vas ,vithout spot. .A.dorned w·ith the gent.let· 
'\"irtue~, and possessed of n genial disposition and a 
generous heart, he \Yas beloved, respected and ad1nired 
by ev-ery one ,vho knc,v hin1. It becomes this com. 
munity to preser,e the meinory of his services, and 
never to let the nan1e of Col. Da-vid B. Harris appear 
less glorious than it does now. 

Col. Harris died at Snn1merville, So. Ca., and the 
funeral services over his body ,vere performed at St. 
Paul's Church. 

Bet,Yeen Gen. Beauregard and Col. Ilarris a ,varm 
friendship existed. They stood side Ly sido- an1id 
imn1inent dangers, and labored and endured ,vith 
cheerful hearts and ,villing bands. In his death, Gen. 
Beauregard not only deplored the loss of so valuable an 
officer, but also ben1oanod the departure of one ·whon1 
he loved. 

The follo,Ying is a copy of the lotter Gen. Beauregard 
addressed to the ,Yido,v of Col. Harris: 

J ACKSO~YILLE, ALA., Oct. 13, 1864. 
Dear .iliadam :-I ha Ye just heard the pninfnl nc,vs of 

the death, by yello,, fever, at Sum1norville, S. C.~ of 
your lan1cnted husband, the late Colonel D. B. Harris, 
of the Pro,isional Arn1y, C. S. Engineers. By his 
den1ise, the country has lost one of its ablest and n1ost 
gallant officers, and I hrn·e lost one of n1y best and 
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most valued friends. Peace be to hi~ ashes. He h.us 
died in a noble cause. 

The cities of Charleston, S. C., un<l Petersburg, Ya., 
should eree:t a monun1ent to his n1cn1ory. 

".,..ith a sad and sy1npathizing heart, 
I ren1ain, dear n1a<lan1, 

Your obedient and respectful ser,ant, 
(Signed), G. T. BEAUREGARD. 

)IRs. D. B. lfARRiS, Goochland, Va. 

SI~liIN<i OP THE HOUS~lTONIC. 

FEB. 17, 1864.-Fcbruary 17th, 1864, the Hous~tonic 
,,as sunk off the harbor by a torpedo. 

I a1n sorry that I have not been able to 1n·ocur1 the 
nan1es of tl.ie parties ":--ho perforn1ed that bold deed. 
But the rtct ,vas marked by so rare an exhibition of 
courage, that I think it deserves mention eYen ,vithout 
the names. 

The Housatonic ,vas anchored outside the bar, two 
n1iles and a half fron1 Beach Inlet. The boat that 
brought her career to an abrupt cn<l "'."as built in 
)Io bile. It ,vas a novel in,ention, propelled by steam, 
and so constructed as that it could be sunk and raised 
at pleasure. It ,,as regarded "~ith suspieion by nearly 
e,crybody. The n1anncr in w·hich the singular Y<:ssel 
had behaved <lid not increase confidenee in its preten
sions. One ere,v had gone do"·n in the sub1nari11e 
n1onster before she ,vas brought to Charleston ... A.nother 
cre,v of nine 1ncn risked their liYcs in it, and lost then1. 

But notwithstanding it had drowned eighteen ,,orthy 
n1en, there were nuu1y ready, eyen eager, to take 
passage in the dangerous c:raft ,vhcn she paid an 
unlooked for visit to the blockading fleet. 

The day of the night the perilous undertaking was 
acco1nplished, the little ,var vessel ,vas taken to Beach 
Inlet. The officer in con1mand told Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dantzler when they bid eaeh other good-by, that if he 
can1e o:ff safe he ,voul<l ~ho·w t"·o blue lights. The 



lights never appeared. That dauntless spirit <lid the 
·work only too etfectun.lly. 

At about eight o'clock the n1onster left Sullivan's 
Island, and proceeded on its short, terrible voyage. 
She "ras seen by those on the Housatonic ,vhen about 
a hundred yards distant. She approached fitst and 
,vithout noise. The quartern1aster exa1nined it carefully 
through his glass, and pronounced it a school of fish .. 
The undefinable 1nass continue<! to dra,v nearer. It 
disturbed the minds of tho~e "rho saw it coming in a 
straight line to,vard the ship. It dre,v nearer, and by 
this time its forn1 " ... us plainly visible, and the discovery 
spread terror through the ship. Orders ,vere given to 
slip the cable and beat to quarters. The n1achine ,vas 
so near the Yessel that the guns could not be trained 
upon it, and no har1n "·as done by the revolvers that 
,vere freely used "·hile it approached. 

The chain of the Housatonic had been slipped, and 
the engines had just begun to move w·hcn the torpedo 
exploded under her stern. The explosion ,Yas terrific. 
'f he stern was torn to I)iece:;;, a piece ten feet square 
""as blo,vn out of her quarter deck, the spanker boom 
""as broken in its thickest part, and the ,vaters around 
":-as covered ,vith splinters of oak and pine. 

The ,vater rushed in sin1ultancously with the crash, 
and the vessel sank aln1ost imn1ediately. One officer 
and fixe n1cn ,vere drowned. 

Nothing ""'as seen of the 1na.chine after the explosion. 
It ,vent do,vn ,vith the Housatonic, carrying '""ith it to 
the depths belo,v, the fearless men ,vho had iinperilled 
their lives in order to inflict dan1a.gc on the enen1y. 
· The Housatonic ,vas a steam sloop, ,vith a tonnage 
of 1249, and carried a battery of thirteen guns. She ,,as 
the first vessel destroyed by a torpedo. 

'J.:he end of the Housatonic caused a feeling of dis
comfort throughout the fleet. Every n1eans that could 
be dcvise<.l as a protection against. torpedoes "Were 
adopted. But nothing could rid their boson1s entirely 
of the horrible apprehension. rrhat success had im
pressed then1 with a sense of res1)ect for the ingenuity 
it exhibited. And they were aware that there v;ere 
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not ,vanting <laring spirits ,vho ·would take })lea.sure in 
the danger that attended such terrible ·work. The con
sequence ,vas that they suffered no little anxiety and 
vvere not nearly so happy after as they ,vere before 
thnt glorious deed ,vas done. 

BO~fB.A.RDJIE~T OF FORT SU)ITER. 

The second grand bon1bardn1cnt of Stunter, begun on 
the 26th October, 1863. 

The first bo1nbardmcnt lasted fron1 the 17th August 
to the 2d Septe1nber. The fort suffered great damage. 
It ,,ras reduced to a nutss of ruins and the guns ,vere 
silenced. ~lore than half of the artillerists ,vere ex
hausted by fatigue and exposure. .A.rtillerists w·cre 
also needed at other })Oints, and they ,vere all w·ith
dra,vn fron1 the fort on Septen1ber 5th, w·ith their com
Dh'tnder, Col. Alfred Rhett. During these nineteen 
days seven thousand five hundred and fifty one shots 
,vere fired at the fort, and it ,vas hit five thousand six 
hundred nnd thirty four tin1cs. There ,vere eight n1en 
killed and forty seven ,voundcd. The flag ·was shot 
a,vay fourteen times . 

. A.s it ,vas deemed probable that the enemy ,vould 
atte1npt to take Sun1ter by ussault, a garrison, compos
ed entirely of riflen1en, ,vas sent dow·n on the 5th Sep
tember, under l\fajor Stephen Elliott. On the 8th, the 
fort ,vas assaulted fron1 barges, and the repulse ,vas 
brilliantly suecessful w·ithout the loss of a n1an. 

Fro1n Septen1ber 5th to October 26th, a period of fifty 
<lays1 the nun1ber of shots fired at the fort "~as only 
six hund1~ed and seven, of ,vhich three hundred and 
sevcntv struek. 

Durfng the second terrific bo111bardn1cnt fron1 October 
26th to N ovcn1bcr 5th, seven thousand four hundred 
ancl t,venty five shots \Yere fired at Fort Su1nter, and 
six thousand t,vo hundred and ninety-eight struck. 
The easualtics ,vere nineteen killed and t,venty ,vound-
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barrack "'·all. The flag placed low· at the south-,v-est
angle ,vas shot do·wn about twenty tin1cs; t,vo ensigns. 
,vere torn to pieces by the fire. 

C.APTURE OF THE GU:NBO.A.T IS.A.~.\C P. S)flTH .. 

.A secret expedition ·was organized under the com
n1and of Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph A. Yates: of the 1st. 
South Carolina Regular .Artillery, and despatched to
John's Island to attack the gun boats that amused 
then1selves by sailing up the Stono, and throw·ing shot 
and shell into the ,voocls on either side that river. The 
force consisted of the following troops: The Siege-
Train, Co.'s .A. and B, con1mandcd respectively by Capt .. 
B. C. ,v ebb and Lieut. J..J. ,v. \Vilson, Jfajor Chitrles 
~.\.lston, Jr., being in co1nnutncl of the Battalion; Co. F· 
of the Paln1etto Battalion of Light .Artillery, under 
Capt. F. C. Schultz; Co. D, 1st South Carolina Regular 
.Artillery, ,vith a light battery, Capt. F. H. Harleston;. 
one Parrott gun, in charge of Lieut. T. E. Gregg; Co. 
I, 1st South Carolina Regular .Artillery, Capt. J. C. 
)Iitchell ; Co.'s H and I, of the 20th S. C. V., co1n-
1nanded respectively uy Capt. S. ~I. Roof an<l Lieut. 
~I. Gunter, and acting as sharpshooters. 

During Thursday night these troops ,vcre posted at 
Legare's Point Place, and Grin1ball's, on John's Island;, 
.l\Iajor .. A.lston conunanding the batteries at Grin1ball's, 
Captain Harleston those at Legare\, Point Plat~e, Ca1)t .. 
1Iitchell having con1n1and of the Sharpshooter:3. .A 
detachn1ent of ~Iajor Lucas' Regular Battalion, under 
Capt.John H. Gary, ,vas stationed at Thon1as Grimball's 
place on J a1nes' Island. They ha<l three 24:-ponnder 
rifle guns that "·ere nutnncd by detaehments of Com
panies .. ..-\., B, and C, under Lieuts. "\V. G-. Ogier and E. 
B. Calhoun, and Captain T. B. Hayne. Further do,vn 
the Stono, and 0!1 th3 J an1e:3' Island side, )Iajor J .. 
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\Yelsn1:1n Bro\,·n, "·ith t,,·o rifle gun:;, in cluirgc of a 
detachn1ent of the Georgia B:.1.ttalion as Sharps;l1ooter~, 
took up a position so as to eon11nand tho channel. 

On }"\·iday afternoon, nt haJf:past four o'clock, the 
gunboat Isaac P. Srnith stea1notl up the river. l\Injor 
Bro,Yn a.nu Colonel Yates pern1itted her to pass their 
battcrie.s. Sue c:1.1ne to anchor ,vithin easy range of 
Captain Gary's guns. The Captain thinking she n1ight 
send a force ashore, "·aited t,venty n1inutes, ,vhen the 
eneiny, sho,ving no disposition to land, he opened fire· 
on the unsuspecting ship, the shots crashing through 
her sides. rrhe unlooked fc)r attack produced no little 
cxcite1uent on boa1;d the Smith, and slipping her cable 
she retreated ,vith all speed, thro,Ying shot and shell 
and grape with aecuraey, but ,vithout doing any dan1-
age. Capt. G-ary's guns ,vere handled w·ith skill and 
energy. The -v-essel soon can1e ,vithin range of Colonel 
Yates' battery, and received the contents of his ,-v-c1l
ain1ed guns. Nothing daunted, she returned the fire, 
pouring broadside after broadside into the battery. 
But the terrible conconirated fire fron1 John's Island 
soon brought the battle to an end. She dropped 
anchor, and her con1nuinuer sµrrendered boat and ere,Y, 
the prisoners nu1ubering eleven officers and one hundred 
and eight 1ncn. 

The cnen1y's loss in the engagement ,vas nineteen 
killed and six ,vounded. Our loss ,vas onekilled. The 
behaviour of our n1en· ,yas ,vorthy of ,varn1est praise. 
\Vithout brcast,vorks or other protection, they ,v-erc 
calm and fir1n, ,vhile the ene1ny poured shot and shell 
fro1n eight 8-ineh heavy Coltnnbiads, and an SO-pounder 
Parrott gun, at the short range of bct,Ycen tw·o hundred 
and tbrec hundred yards. 

That night several gunboats steamed up the river, 
and began shelling the Isaac P. S1nith, for the purpose 
of retaking or destroying her. But )Iajor Bro,,n 
opened a vigorous fire upon then1, and fearful that they 
111ight share the fate of the S1nith they \Yithdrc,\·. 



129 

~L.-\.JOR D.A v~ID R.A.)1S.AY. 

)Iajor Davi<l Ran1say died at his residenec, on Broad 
street, at half past nine o'cloek, Tuesday night, .A.ugusi 
5th, 1863, fron1 the effects of a i.yound rec.-eived during 
the assault on Battery \Vagner, on the 18th of July. 
He fell ,vhile leading his n1en to occupy an angle of the 
fort, the gun of ,vhich had been disabled. 

~Iajor Ran1say ,vas in the vigour of 1nanhoo<l, haYing 
been born on the 14th Septen1ber, 1830. The ,var's long 
list of dead does not contain a truer patriot and a 
braver n1an than David Ramsay. 

He possessed uncomn1on talents, ,,.~hic:h ,ve1·e in11n·ov
e<l by dilligent study. After passing four years at the 
College of Charleston, ,vhere he maintuincd the highest· 
})Osition for scholarship, he ,vent to Germany, n.nd 
spent several ycurs at a university, acquiring distinc
tion in all the studies he pursued, and graduating ,vith 
the highest honors of the institution. .. 

On his return to Charleston, he entered upon tho 
study of la,v, and "~as admitted to the bar. He rose 
rapidly, and at the time of his death had acquired a, 
fine practic-e and an t:xtensive reputation. He ,vas 
several tiines elceted to the State Legislature, n.nd 
n1ade hin1self conspieuous in that body by the ability 
and fearlessness ,vith ,vhich he advoc:1ted such n1eas
ures as he <lcen1ed in1portant. 

lie took part in the terriblo conflict under strong 
convictions of ·the duty h~ owe<l to his State, and hav
ing entered the service of his country as a soldier, he 
<lcYoted hin1self faithfully to the cause. 

On the organization of the Charleston Battalion, he 
,vas elected l\Iajor, and he participated in all the labors, 
hardships und dangers of that gallant eon1n1a1ul. 

Though ac:custon1ed to the luxuries and con1forts of 
life, he gave then1 all up, and endured ,vith cheerful 
l)atiencc and heroic fortitude, the nameless and nu1ner
ou~ ills to "~hich he had been all his life a stranger. 

)lajor Ran1say enjoyed large acquaintance ,vith the 
(~reek and Latin classics, and his knowledge i.vas pro
f<)und, varied and UC'.Cnrate. His style ",~as elegant and 
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nervou~, nul.rke<l by great propriety of language. Ile 
,\-as an uncon1n1only fine talker, and a rendy debater. 
His argu1nents at the bur ,Yere ahvays forcible anc.l. 
clear. He \\·as genial, kindly, and generous. Hi~ 
manners ·were ea~.r and polished, and his air that of a 
:finished gentle1nan. Ile ,Yns naturally brave. It is 
related of hin1, that during the terrific bo1nbard1nent 
-0f the day on the night of ,vhich he received the 
,,ound that put an end to hi:S brilliant life, he sat in a 
ehair behind the parapet, enjoying a ne,vspaper, and 
only laying his paper aside to assist in c.~arrying the 
,vounded across the parade-ground, to the shelter of 
the bon1b-proof. 

It is sad to think that one so gifted as he, has fallen 
in the priine of hi:-'i po,,ers, and sadder still that he i~ 
-0n]y one of a large nn1nber who1n the ,var cut down, 
who ,vould have increased the honor of their n.an1e. 

COLONEL TIIO)IAS G. L.\)LA.R. 

The nan1e of this gentleman is identified ,,-ith the 
valiant and successful defence of Secessionville. That 
battle ,,as, in })Oint of the nun1ber of the enen1y en
gaged, and the i1nportanee of the issue, the n1ost note
w·orthy of all the battles by ,Yhich the enen1y attc1npted 
to gain a position that con1nutnde<l the city. 

Col. La1nar's soldiery instincts enabled hin1 to appre
-ciate the excellence of the l)osition occupied by the 
"-ork. "·ithout which the enen1v ,,otlld have "·on Yic
tory., He lost. no tin1e in :finishing it, his n1en \YOrking 
,vith ehoerfulncs~ and diligence, and he hin1self super
intending and dirceting their labors. The sn1all garri
son ·worked all clay, and tho night prcYious to the day 
-0f the battle ,,as nearly all de,oted to exhaustii1g toil. 
\Vhen the hca,y colun1ns of the ene111y ,,ere seen ad
Yancing through the hazy light of the n1orning, 1nany 
-.of the garrison "-ere in a deep sleep. The attnck ,Yns 
.a snrpri:5e~ hut under the inspiring Yalour of their be-
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loved con1nu1nder, they speedily shook off their lan
guor, and entered the fight with enthusiasm. 

,vhen the ne,vs of Col. Lamar~s death reac:hed the 
city, it spread sadness throughout the comn1unity. 
_.\Jl adn1ired hi1n for his high qualities, and all ,vere 
sensible of the in1mense debt our citizens owed the 
departed soldier. It sel<lon1 falls to the lot of a man 
to be n1ourncd . ,vith such depth and tenderness, by 
strangers, as w·e all ben1oanc<l the untimely death of 
Col. La1nar. 

His illness ,,as cu.used by exposure in tbe discharge 
of his military duties on John's Island. His arduous 
and prolonged labors had produced so great })rostra
tiou that it ,vas found in1possible to raily his exhausted 
SJ~stc•1n, and after ~ ,veek's illness, he died at the 
Charleston Hotel, on Friday n1orning, the 17th Oc;to
bcr, 1862. His ren1ains were escorted to the South 
Carolina Railroad Depot by Col. Colquitt1 s 46th Geor
gia regirnent, and taken to bis home in Edgefield. 

!Ir. Lan1ar "·as born in Edgefield District, in the 
hon1e of his father, an active and successful planter. 
His youth ,vas marked by courage, constancy, con
scientiousness, and all the qualitiei:; that forn1ed the 
adorn1nent of his character in manhood. Having re
ceived ~in aeade1nical education he retired to his place 
in the country, and pursued the healthful and honora
ble vocation of planter. 

In the fall of 1860, he ,vas elected representative of 
Edgefield District in the General ... .\.sse1nbly, and ,vorked 
and voted for secession. I-Ie received an appointment 
on the staff of Go-v-ernor Pic~kens, but the duties of his 
office ,vere two dull f<n~ one of his anin1ated nature and 
active 111i nd, and he obtained the conunand of one of 
the irorris Island batteries. During the inYest1ncnt of 
Fort Sumter, he ,vrought laboriously on our ,Yorks, and 
took part in the attack on the fort, 

Shortly after t!Je battle. of :Fort Su1nter, he re
turned to his native district and organized an artille . ._ 

ry co1npany, ,vhich he brought to this city. The fine 
character of his corps, and the ad1niration an<l respect 
cherished for its captain: procured so many applicants 
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for n1en1bership that it speedily gre-\Y into a buttnlion, 
and in a short tiine ,va'3 S\'ro1len to a regi1nent. 

The yastly i1nportant service rendered by that regi
n1ent U})On Jan1cs' Island is known and appreciated by 
e--\""ery 1nen1ber of this con1n1unity. },or the glorious 
result of the bloo<ly battle at Secessio1rrille, w·e are 
111ore indebted to Colonel Tho1nas G. La1nar thnn to 
any other one n1an. K c,er ·while ,ye take <lelight in 
dwelling upon the firn1 courage and ardent Yalour our 
troops di:;playecl on that occasion, can w·e forget the 
heroism of hin1 ,yhose con1nui.n<l bore the brunt of that 
desperate fight. . 

Colonel Lanuir oecupied a pro1ninent position as an 
ttrtillery officer. \Vith taste and talents for this branch 
of service he devoted hin1self' to it ,Yith earnest and 
steady industry. He did not belong to that class of 
officers w·ho regard ,vork undignified. ,Vhilc he pos
sessed the po,ver to infuse his zeal and cnthusias1n into 
the spirits of his n1en, he did not content hiinse1f "'Yith 
n1crely directing, but ,Yhcn occasion required, "?orked 
,Yith his o,n1 hands nnd ,vith his 1night. 

No officer ever enjoyed to a greater extent the con
fidence un<l loYe of his n1en than Col. Lan1ar. He ,Y,1.S 

an excellent disciplinarian, but not unreasonably exact
ing, and ,yas n.ble to distinguish bet,vcen hnportant and 
indifferent thing:;;. His authority "~as nu1.intained not 
by rough ,Yords, stern looks, and a haughty 1nanner~ 
but by the exa1nplc he p1aced before bis men in ·1ncet
ing all duties and dangers as by virtue of rank. 

SKIR)lISII 1\..T LEGARE'S FLA.CE OX THE 
THIRD JUXE, 1862. 

It is in1portnnt that ·we pre~erve a record as ·well of 
the s1nall ns of the great battles, that w·erc fought in 
the defence of Charleston For the hnportance of n1any 
of those a tte1npts by the cnen1y did not depend at all 
on the nun1ber of troops that ,Yere sent. Their force 
,ras al ,,nys large enough for the ,-rork assigned thc1n1 
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and far n1ore n un1erous than our own troops. Had 
they show·n the san1e stoutness and valour in the 
attack, as our 1nen displayed in resisting and repelling, 
they n1ust have been victorious. 

Hau the enen1y at any ti1ne secured J)Ossession of a 
point that afforde<l a base of operations, he ,yould have 
been largely reinforced speedily, and by the aid of his 
uncon1n1on ingenuity and energy, he ,voul<l in a short 
tin1e ha,e made his position in1pregnable. 

The skirmish that took place on the 3d June, 1862, 
,,as distinguished on our side by fine strategy and 
great ardour. The troops that took part in that en
gage1nent ""·ere four con1panies of the 24th-the }Iarion 
Rifles, Pee Dee l"{.ifles, Bvans' Guard, an<l Colleton 
Guard, and five companies of the Charleston Battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. C. Gaillard; all under the com
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellison Capers, of the 24th 
Regiment. 

On arriv-ing at Secossionville ,vith his four companies 
to recover t\\·o guns of Captain Chichestcr's battery, 
,vhich had been stuck in the n1ud, Colonel Capers 
learned fron1 Colonel Lan1ar that our J)ickets had been 
driven into Rivers', and that the guns ,vere covered by 
the cnen1y. Colonel Capers "-as ordered to drh-c them 
back. Uniting the Beauregard Light Infantry and the 
Charleston Rifl~n1en "-ith his foree, Col. Capers fin·n1ed 
his line at the head of the cansc,\·ay fncing Legarc's, 
thre,v out the ~Iarion Rifles, Ca1)t. Sigw·ald, as skir
rnishers, and ordered hin1 to advance and draw the 
enen1y's fire. 'I'he l\Iarion Rifles executed the order in 
a n1ost handson1e n1anncr, driving the cncn1y's skir
n1ishors bac:k, and occupying the pieces. 

Col. Capers then crossed the causeway by flank, and 
deployed on the other side; throwing his companies for
,vard on the right, ,vhere they poured so hota fire into 
the hostile ranks that they fell back on thi8 side Legare's 
old field. There a fight ,-rith 1nusketry "·as kept up 
w·ith 1nuch spirit for half an hour, ,,hen Col. Capers 
advanced and drove through the ,,oods, the enen1y re
tiring across the old field to the house beyond. Fro1n 
that point the enc1ny poured bullets in a steady s.trean1, 

12 
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but the tiring ,vas wild and did no dan1age. The 28th 
~Iassachusctts, ·whic:h constituted the enemy's 1~sc1Te, 
w·as posted bclo,v the negro houses, a quarter of a n1ile 
to the south. Col. Capers made a rapid charge on the 
1nain building, to cut off the adYance fro1n his support. 
This ,Yas a n10Yen1cnt full of- danger, for in exee:uting 
it the troops ,Yould ha Ye to go ,vi thin a half mile of the 
river, and exposed to the guns of the vessels ·which 
doubtless ·were prepared, if occasion serYe<l, to take 
part in the fight . 

.... lt that n10111ent Lieutenant-Colonel Gaillard, "·ith n. 
J)Ortion of his con1mand, reported to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Capers, and ,vas assigned to the conunan<l of the centre 
and left as a reserve. Col. Gaillar<l's force "Tas com
posed of the EYans' Guard, Capt. Gooding, Charleston 
Riflen1cn, Lieut. Lynah, Irish Volunteers~ Ca1)t. Ryan, 
Beauregard Light Infrtntry, Cu1)t. ,Yhite, Su1ntcr 
GuarJ, Lieut. J. ,v ard IIopkins, and the Calhoun 
Guard, Capt. l\liles. · 

The gallant n1ovement ,vas brilliantly successful. 
T"~enty-t,vo persons ,vere captured, a1nong ,vho1n ,vere 
a captain and sergeant. Being exposed to a heavy fire 
from the gun-boats, and a n1ore damaging one fron1 
the enen1y in the negro huts, Col. Capers ordered his 
troops to fall back under coyer of the w·oods. 

Col. Capers, in the report from ,vhieh this aecount is 
taken, speaks in high tern1s of the behavior of all the 
officers and men engaged in the affair. Capt. Clina 
sul'rendered bis s,vord to Capt. Ryan, of the Irish Vo
lunteers. The con1panies of the· 24th ,\?ent into action 
after a long 1narch and on e1npty stomachs, but they 
could not hayefought better had they been fi,esh and full. 

EV .ACU.A.TION OF CHARLESTO~. 

On the night of the 19th February, 1865, the City of 
Charleston "Tas e,;;acuated by the Confederate forces. 
On leaving they left behind then1 se-veral squads of 
1nen to burn cotton, spike nnd <lisn1ount the heavy 
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guns on the whar,es, and to gather the stragglers and 
dodgers. On the afternoon of the 19th, those ,Yho had 
bor.n detailed to burn eotton, connnenccd to fire it in the 
y:1.rd of the South Carolina Railror1.d. They hnd pre
viously piled the cotton ·n.~ry high. The consequence 
was that the fhuncs endangerc<l tho surrounding 
buildings. The l\Iayor ordered the piles to be h:,·elled; 
0110 of his 1nost useful officer~, )Ir. Hicks, ,yas excced
Iy netivc in executing thi~ order. The piles ,,,.ere 
levelled, nnd the fire thereby "~as preYentcd fro1n 
extending. The police and :fire dcpartrncnt <leser,e 
credit for their exertion8. After the } ... ederal troops 
occupied the city, officer Hicks "·as arre5ted on a 
charge of burning cotton, anu confined, ,vithout a trial, 
four months in Castle Pinckney. He "·a~ a union 1nan 
and voted against secession, but he ·was a good vuhlic 
officer, and hau n1a<le, in the discharge of his duties, 
1nany enemies; and the eager car of triun1phunt 
foes listened to all stories that ,voul<l give them a 
victim. The n1orning of the 20th Feb., before <hly, the 
city ,vas lighted ,vith cotton fires. A considerable 
amount of cotton ,,as stored at the ,vhar,es of Lucas' 
l\Iill, for the supply of the blockade rnnners, a large 
amount of it ,yas piled in the :r~1.rd of the N orth-:Eastern 
Railroad Comptiny-the ,Yhole ,Yas on fire. The resi
dence of the French Consul, in Cnlhoun street~ which 
,vas filled ·with je,velry and plate of French citizens, 
,,as n1uch endangered oy the :fire at Lncas' )fills. The 
fire dcpartn1ont saved the house to the credit of our 
city. 'Tho n1ilitnry scen1ell to think that the burning 
of one bale of cotton <.lid n1ore dnnu1ge to the encn1y, 
than the laying in ashes of a ,vhole square of the city 
did to ourselYes. The burning of the cotton at the 
depot of the Korth-Eastern Railroad resulted in a ter
rible ealan1ity. The Confederate troops had left in the 
depot a lnrge a1nount of proYisions, infm.·n1all~? turned 
over to the eity authorities for the poor. The poor 
and that ele1nent of society ,Ybich is kept in order hy 
hnY, (the respect for la v.· being at this ti1nc lessened) 
rushed in to take the pro,isions. The n1ilitary had 
also left a large an1ount of cannon poi.Ydcr in eartl'idgcs 
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in the depot. The boys soon found that they eoulu 
htn·e sport by thro·wing these eartridges on the burn
ing eotton. In running to and fro ,vith the cartridges, 
the drippings of J)o,\·dcr fron1 the bags established u, 
train bet w·een the fire and the J)ow·der. In an instant, 
a flash fro1n the fire to the pow·<ler blcnv up the depot. 
It fell in ruins and on :fire-"·hat nu1nber of n1cn,. \YO

n1en and children were buried in the burning ruins ,vill 
ne\er be know·n. · It is suppose<l that there ,Yere fro1n 
100 to 150. The catastrophe created no sensation, cx
<.:ept \Yith those inunediately interested. If the nun1-
ber destroyed had been 1,000, there would have been 
no general · syn1pathy. Each <:itizcn had his o,\·n 
trouble and care. They all felt that an earthquake 
,Yas approaching, and that though under God's pro--,i
dence the earth under their feet ·was solid and firn1, it 
would destroy their social and political existence. 
Subsequent events ha,c sho,,n that their apprehen
sions ·were right. The :fir01nen and citizens, terrified 
by the sudden and unexpected explosion at the rail
road, retreated, and the destroying ele1nent had a fine 
field. In the 1neanwhile, a fire ·was burning on East 
Bay, ·which destroyed, amongst other buildings, the 
large school buildings of )fadame DuPre. It is due to 
..... .\.lder1nan "\V. II. Itirk,vood to state, that by his in
fluence and personal exertions, this fire ,vas pre,ented 
fro1n further extension. .A. little later, a fire ,vas dis
covered in the block of brick buildings· in 3Iccting 
street, know·n as the Blake buildings, but there ,;·as no 
n1eans of suppressing it, there being no ,vind, it burnt 
itself out. 

,vhilc all these fires ".,.ere burning~ at about 11 o'clock, 
.-\.~I. 1 an exploi;;ion took place on the ri,er, at the foot of 
Calhoun street. Tho Confederate iron-clad stea1ner Pal
n1etto ,vas blo,vn up. The concussion ,vas sharp oYer 
the ,vhole city. .A. Yolun1c of sn1okc arose over the 
~inking ship. It gradually disap1)care<l, until in broad 
relief on the blue expanse of heaven stood the pe1fect 
form of a Palmetto Tree. It ,vas palpable for n1on1ents; 
then gradually disappeared. Could the finger of God 
:i1a,e been in this? Yes! The State of ,vhich the tree ,vas 
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an cn1blom, has sineo disappeared, and the shade ·which 
arose from the sinking iron-clad ,Yhich n1ade her de
fence, by its sudden disappearance, forcshndo,Ycd the 
accepted future. ,, 

The )Iayor had. been requested by the departing 
ConfcderateR to abstain fron1 infor1ning the Fe<lernl~ 
as long as he could help, stating that they did not 
think the Fe<leruls ,vould know of their retreat until 
~Iondny n1orning. As a caution, ho,v-eYer, the l\Iayor 
placed a sentinel in the steeple of the O:rphnn House to 
,vrrtch. About 10 o'clock, A.)r., the sentinel reported a· 
boat coming to the city, ,vith the flag of the United 
States flying. The ~Iayor then in1n1cdiately sent the 
Clerk of Council to inforn1 the cnc1ny that the Confed
erate forces had loft. The boats Yerv soon met. The 

el 

Federal troops Yory soon began to take possession of 
the city. To the credit of the populntion of the city, 
white and black, during the evacuation and the capture 
of the city, by the respective forces, perfect order pre
vailed. The police of the city perforn1ed their duties, 
and "·ere respected and obeyed until the order putting 
the city under martial hnY appcnred. 

The ~Iayor of the city, on Sunday, }.,cb. 21, called on 
the Co1nmanding General, Gen. Schin1elfcnnig. ~t\.fter 
w·aiting an half-hour, he w·as informed that the General 
did not desire to see hiin. The Jlayor retired, of course. 
The next day con1menced a scene. 'r he streets ,,ere 
filled ,Yith furniture carts. Every house that ,,as un
occupied ,vas entered. All the furniture ,vhich was 
left (under shelling) ,vas seized as derelict. All cotton, 
all goods fro1n foreign })Orts, in original packages ,,ere 
seized. Every buggy and horse "·as taken for 1nilitary 
purpo:ses. The streets "·ere lined ·with furniture carts 
filled "·ith pianos, n1irrors, bedsteads~ &c. 

Corporal squads of black troops ,vere sent through 
the city to every n1an's house, and t,vo or three times 
to each house to tell the ser·n.1.nts they ,,·ere free. (All 
the negroes knevr it "·ithout such visits.) Other squads 
visited the houses of unprotected females~ de1nanding 
chickens for the Con1manding Genepal, and took tur
keys for chickens. 
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LETTER OF .A.LFRED HUGER., Esq., ON THE 
DE.ATH OF }In. PETIGRU. 

LoxG"~ooD: l\Iarch 15, 1863. 
To Dr. BENJA:\IIN HUGER. 

Dear Sir :-~Ir. ,v n1. Har lesion very kindly 11ron1ised 
to bring my letters and paJ)ers with him to your house 
to-day: and if he has done so, I ,Yould thank you to 
send then1 by the bearer. 

I reached the only hon1e I have left, on Saturday 
evening, exhausted in body nnd de])rcsscd in spirits. 
Petigru's illness and unmeasured sufferings }lilt what 
strength I had in severe requisition, and his death ad
monishes me of a heavy bereavement. The blo-ws 
ca1ne in such quick succession, that there is hnrdly 
"twilight enough to se1)arate the darkness of one fron1 
the glare of another/' and nothing save the equal pres
sure of sorrO-\V on every side prevents n1e fron1 falling. 
I had implicit confidence in Petigru, and never kne,v 
any single man ,vho was as near being an institution 
by hin1self. Original in all things-if his character 
,,as a n1osaic, he furnished the })articles from his own 
resources, ,vearing such colors as nature gave hiin: and 
borrowing none from his fellO"\YS, either for ornan1ent 
or for use. Conscientious in n1atters of truth, he would 
cavil about a hair. Generous and brave, be ,,ould give 
,vithout n1easure, and ask nothing in return. His 1n·o
bity never ,vas shaken by adV"ersity, and his gentlen(\SS 
and ri1ercy ,vcre increased by his 1)rosperity. Ele,ated 
in every sentiinent, he dealt lightly ,,ith those ,vho 
needed his forgiveness ; uncon11)ron1ising ,,here his 
01,11 rights ·were assailed, he ·was sure to put those ·who 
denied thcn1 at utter defiance ; his thoughts en1anate<l 
fron1 his o,vn n1ind, his opinions became his convic
tions, and his convictions part of his belief in God. 
,vhcn he acted \\ .. ith others, it ,vas because they agreed 
·with bin1. ,vhen he,was OV"erpo\\·ered by nu1nbers, he 
subn1itted to the LA."W. but ne,er to the VICTOR. He 
could stand alone ·wit'i1out <lisn1ay, preferring ahvays 
the gratitude of the "\\·eak and helpless to the })atron
agc of the po,Yerful and the strong. In e,ery c-onflict 
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Petigru ,vas himself, ·when his equals ,vere needed, feio 
answered to their names; and ,vhen his superiors were 
called, none ,vere fortheoming. He kne,v ho,v to strike 
the hardest blows, and he kne,v ho,v to receive them, 
for he never hesitated to strike ·when the provocation 
,,as sufficient, and he never ·winced or quailed, no mat
ter ho,v deadly ·was the returning arrow. 

If there is any man no,v living in South Carolina ca
l)able of ,Yriting the history of his own times, Pctigru, 
for the highest aspirations as to duty or honor, for the 
boldness of his thinking, for the brightness of his ge
nius, for the grasp of his intellect, for the purity of his 
fi .. iendship, for the unselfishness of his nature, will be 
ranked ,vith those of ,vho1n the State has most reason to 
be proud. Preaching the doctrine of an exalted bene
volence, his charities kept pace ·with his teachings; 
and, limited in n1eans, ,v hen denial "~as necessary, he 
began ahvays ,vith hin1self. He loved to help others, 
and to be in partnership with n1isfortune ; and doing 
good ·without restraint: he ·was the living, moving, act
ing 1)l·incip1e of those qunJities ,vhich carried to his 
grave the profoundest reverence of the rich, and the 
heart-stricken lan1entations of the poor. 

If this outpouring is tireson1e or tedious, I ask for 
the forgiveness ,vhich ,vas the pro1ninent attribu~ of 
the sul~ject. None loved n1e 1nore, and none ,,as more 
·beloved. .A.LFRED HUGER. 

THE B ... .\.TTLE OF SECESSIONVILLE. 

['V c arc indebted for the following brief description 
of tbe Battle of Secessionville, to one ,v ho ,vas a })Ur
ticipant in the fight. Its accuracy, may, therefore, be 
relied on.] 

CHARLESTON, J nly 6, 1866. 
Jir. J. J,,T. Cardozo: 

.. 
Dear Sir:-In co1npliancc ·with your-request, I herc

,vith g-i\"'e T"OU a short and succinct aceount of the 
,_ " 

attack on Secession-ville, on the 16th June, 1862. 
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The Federal forces threw theii· fiest shell into Scc:es
~io:rn-ille on the 2nd June, on ,Yhich dny there \ras an 
urtillery cngagen1ent, tho seYOl'!11 infuntry eonunancls 
at and near that point being sent out to support the 
sc\""eral batteries of ours ,,,.hich p:irticipatecl in the en
gugen1e11t. Previous to this, scYeral shells: thro-wn 
fi·on1 gunboat~, (at Gri1nball's) in the Stono, fell near 
to the "orks, Lut outside. 

On the 3<l June, a skir1nish took place on l\Ir. Solo
mon Lcgure'8 plantation, in the early part of the day~ 
,Yhich ,vus over by 9 o'clo<~k, A. :'.\I. 

On the 4th June, different arrangen1ents of the troops 
"-ere 1na<le, and the garrison of Secession-ville ,vas co1n
J)Osecl of a bnttalion of infi:1ntry, seven con1pa11ies, under 
the con1n1and of J..Jieut.-Col. Stnith, of 3-Iarlboro, (after
" .. ards the 26th S. C. Rcgi1ncnt ), the Charleston Battal
ion, six con1panies, under con1mand of Col. Gaillard, 
and two con1panics fron1 Col. La1nar's Ilegin1ent of' Ar
tillery, in. ull not exceeding fiye hnndrc<l men, and. I 
belicYe less than that. 

Fron1 the 2d to the lGth, this garrison was subjected 
to severe shelling, by ·which the 1non ,vere scriou:sly 
annoyed, though only one life ,vas lost. The loss of 
rest, together ·with the ,York \VC ,vere called upon to 
do, such as strengthening the little ,vork already erect
ed, and <ligging rifle pits, had con1plctcly exhau5ted 
then1, so 1nuch so, that Gen. Pemberton, after a Yisit to 
the post on the 15th, ordered thc1n to ·be relicYed on 
that very day, ,vhieh order, ho·wcYcr, ·was 11ot carried 
out. 

During the fortnight preceding the attaek, the tw·o 
con1panies of artillery ""ere kept constantly nt "-ork 
,Yith spades and shoYels, and in mounting guns. At 
the tin1e of the assault, four guns (one 8 inch cohnn
biad, two 24 pounders, one 18 J)Oundcr, and one n1ortar, 
size not re1no1nbcred), constituted the arnuuncnt of the 
"·ork. 

After dark on the 15th, the infantry portion of the 
garrison '\Yero .-allecl upon to turn out and ren10-,c 
son1e hcaYy guns ,vhieh had been sent there by ,,ater. 
Col. Gaillard declined to turn his comn1t1nd out, gi,ing 
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his reasons for so <loing, in ·writing, the principal of 
·which ,vas that they ,vcre so fagged out fron1 ·want of 
rest, that it ,vas requiring too n1uch of the1n. 

_.\s ·we had completed a set of rifle pits that <lay, his 
n1cn took to the1n n.t <lark, and enjoyed the first night's 
rest they had for some tin1e, and ·were in better condi
tion to 1neet the assault, than could have been the easer 
had they been kept at ·work all night, us ,vonlcl ha"'\"e 
been the case, had he answ·erc<l the c:all.. 

At~ o'clock, on the n1orning of the 16th, he was. 
aroused by a staff officer, ,vho brought him a perempto
ry order, to turn out his co1nnu1.nd and assist in the 
re1noval of tho guns already referred to. The n1en 
,verc instantly roused, a~d upon going to the gunsr 
(one of which had been slung to tho truck the day 
before) a detachn1cnt of one hundred men fi--om Col.. 
Goodlet's regiment, (22d S. C.) 1narched up, stacked 
arms, and laid hold of the drag rope. Just as ,ve got 
to the place ,vhere he was directed to take the gun,. 
so1ne three hundred yards or n1ore from the ,vharf, a, 
Parrot shell })assed over our heads* "'"ithout exciting 
any sus1licion of ,vhut ,vas to follo,v, as ,v-e had beeomc
accuston1cd to the1n. In a very fcnv n1inutes after, one 
of the sentinels on the ,vorks gave the alarm, and I dis
tinctly beard Col. Lamar eall to his n1en in ,vords of 
encouragen1ent. The ,vhole infantry force "'"as then 
fron1 three hundred to four hundred yards fro1n their 
arn1s, and ,v-ere in11nediately ordered to return for their 
ar1ns. ...:-\..fter obtaining their arn1s~ they had then to 
go from three to fiye hundred yards to reach the ,vork 
and assist in repelling the attack. This took about 
t,vcnty 1ninutes, during ,-vhieh tilne tho artillery alone 
resisted the assaulting lines. 

T,vo con1panies of infantry ( one fron1 each battalion) 
,vere on picket in front of the ,\·ork. From this pieket. 
line "·ere throw11 out vidcttc parties, still farther in 
ad"\""ance, C"'\"ery man of ,vho1n, \Yith one exception, ·was. 
captured, not ho,\~eYcr until after they had fired upon 
the enen1y, and, as stated in one of G-en. Stevens' eom-

* I have always believed that this ,va3 the signal for the com-
mencement of tlie a~::ffi.11t. ,_ 
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munication$, killed and "·oundeu seYeral of his n1en. 
O,Yino- to a hio·h ,vind. fro1n the east (the,- hein(r to 

b b ' ., ~ 
our ,vest) these guns ,vere not heard, and the alnr1n ,vas 
first given by n. sentinel })◊sted on the \\·orks, ,,-hic·h 
alar1n I heard n1ysclf. 

I have always eonsi<lered this attack as a surprise, 
.and vie" .. it in that light still 

It may be as well to state that the nrtillery ,\·ere 
armed ,vith n1uskctry, and those who ,vere not scrdng 
ut the guns, 1nadc good use of their 1nusket$. One of 
the 24-pounders did not bear on the cnon1y~ it haYing 
been so placed as to ans,ver tho fire of a gun-bont ,vhich 
occasionally can1c into one of the creeks for the })urpo$e 
-of shelling our "·orks. 
. After the assault-- in front had been repelled, a fresh 
body of r,cderal troops advanced through Hill's place, 
upon our right. This place ,vas separated fron1 Seces! 
.sionville by a piece of n1arsh, soine one hundred -and 
fifty to two hundred yards wide, and they forL'led line 
along the _n1arsb, taking us in flank as ,vcll as in rear. 

As the artillery could not. be brought to bear upon 
then1 in this position, ,ve OJ)posed them ,vith n1usketry 
stationed in })its, which ,vc had prepared on our side of 
the nutrsh. 

Up to this ti1ne the defence ,vas carricu on entirely 
by the troops above cnu1nerated, bnt soon after the fbr
mation of the cne1ny on tho edge of the n1arsh, the 4th 
Louisiana hattnlion arriYc<l, having been sent to rein
force us. In about a half hour after they joined in the 
fight, the cnen1y \\~ith<lre,v, and there en<lccl the affair, 
as far as the troops at Sceessionville ,vcre concerned, 
though u henvy shelling of tho ,vorks ·was continued 
for sc\'"ornl hour~. Tho ,vitbdra,val of the enmny fro1n 
this point ,vas dno in a great rncasure, I think,"' to the 
opening of a gun on Clark's placo in their rear, and 
probably also, they 1nay ha\'"c rccciYcd infonnation of 
the approach of our troops; ontsiclo of SccessionYiile. 

I tru~t you ,vill find ,vhat you ·wish in this stntcrn.ent~ 
and that you ,-rill tLse it a~ you sec fit. 

Y 01.n·s: Yery truly. 
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