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the statue of William Penn on the Philadelphia 
l'ity Hall could turn his bronze head, and 
could pien·e the smoke of the city and the Ion~ 
ridge of Chestnut Hill, fifteen miles to the north• 

ward he would sec the pleasant fields and woodlands of Upper 
Duhlin. Al·toss the southern (.·orner of tht· township he would 
sec a chain of hills-Camp Hill, the chief of them-its name 
prcscn·ing the memory of stirring days a ,·cnrury and a quarter 
gone. He would sec heyond the hills a rkh farming rnuntry, 
its hroad meadows and rolling upland~ watered by small hrooks 
flowing to join the Wissahkkon on the west and the N•:3haminy 
on the cast. He would sec c\·erywherc o\'cr the land pcal·e 
and plentr, o\'crAowing har\'ests, rnmfortahlc homes, and all 
the signs of a prosperous people. 

No rerord remains to us of the christening of Upper 
Ouhlin, or the reason of its name. As early as the year 169 .l 
it is mentioned as a township, and c,llcd " Upper " Duhtin lo 

distinguish it from Dublin proper, a township on the Delaware 
se\'eral miles to the southward, and now a part of Philadelphia 
County. It seems to ha\·e been settled \'cry soon alter the 
arrh·al of the Englbh under Penn, and to ha\'C held from the 
tint near!~• it!I present hou'.1darics. At all e\'ents, it was an olJ 
and settled township long before Montgomery Countr was 

carved out of Philadelphia in I 7 84, 



:\s it lies, Upper Duhlin is nearly a perfot·t rct·tanglc, four 
and .1 lluarccr mill'!i in lcngch, Jnd three and .1 fraction in width, 
t·o11rni11i11~ .1pproximatch· S~~o anc~; ir liL·s, like rl1l' l·ounc_r. 

di.,gon;illy, "irh it:; lcngch to the norrhwesr and wuthc.lSI. To 
till' norrlll'a!it :trl' rhc to\\ nships of Hor11h.1111 and Morciand, 
to the southeast .-\hingron, ~OlHh\, est Springfield and \Vhite• 
marsh, and 11,,rtlnn·:-t \Vhitpain and Gw~·11l'dd. The Horsh;,,n 

houndar~· of the wwn~hip t;,llmn .1l111ost t'Xal·tl~· the nest of the 

/',,,,.;,..,,to,·,· llu· ,q1 ,,,1,, U1•1wr I >re Min ,mil. 

~l·neral water-shed hctwccn the Dcl.m arc and Srhuvlkill rt\'er:;. 
Pr.1ctically the whole township, therefore, slopes westward to 

the \Vissahickon ( Indian, "the _rcllow stream") whkh flows 
for a mile across the western corner, and the more important 
accb-Sandy Run, Pinc Run, and Rose Vallc~·-tlow in this 
din·ction. The nest of the ridge lies some three hundre,f feet 
above the sea lc\·cl, and the tops of Camp Hill and othc:r 
elc,·ation5 are c,·en higher. It is only natural that the township 



sh~mld ha\'e a splendid air, pure and dry, and total freedom from 
malarial troubles. 

The fine rolling chara(·tcr of the country should be 

emphasi~cd before we go further. Here arc nu htoad rh·ers or 
hold mountains, hut beautiful swelling hills and ridges, le,·cl 
meadows and hrcezy uplands. Por the needs of agriculture, or 
the perlect scenil· surroundings for a country home, no region 
within a score of rr ilcs of Philadelphia can c,::mpare with it. 

So far as g<.·ologkal lea tu res go, the township lads any partic­
ular point of interest. The greater part of the township is underlaid 
with New Reli Sandstone ( "new" because only 20,000,000 

years old ; the "old " red sandstone daims \0,000,000 

years), the southern houndary of \\hich extends from the east 
('Otner in an irregular line westward to the township line near 
Pinc Run. The southern end c.xtcnds into tlw li111estonc heh, 
and much lime was formerly burnt in kilns 110\\ ,tbandoncd and 
in ruin. The most noteworthy leatures, geologically, arc a h·:h 
of Potsdam sandstone, ,,hich forms the hulk ot Camp Hill, 
and a "trap dyke" whil-h nosst•s the Limdiln wrnpikc hem·ce11 
Jarrcttown and Drcshcrtown, passi11~ thrnn: w the southwest 
roward Flourton-11. 

The soil of thl' to\\'11:-hip, m·t·r the.st' ,-.uious formations 
( and :.Ollie others of inrl'tcst on!~· to J?eolo~ists ), is tkcp and 



t, 

ril'h. Mul·h of it, particularly in the north corner, 1s a light 
sandy loam, in whkh berries re,·el, and fruit trees thrh·c 
enormously. Here and there the red sandstone foundation 
l·omes to the surfa(.'e in a decomposing shale, that gi\'cs a 
dii;tinctivc red color to the earth. The southern end of the 
township, where the limestone abounds, presents a hea\'ier but 
equally fertile soil. The ycll,m· sand, howe,•er, is fairly typical 
of the township ; it is found in podcts widd_v dimihuted, and 
is employed in building, and as an exl·cllent surface material for 
light road-making. Here and there the sand runs into a good 
grayish sandstone, \\ hkh within recent years has been quarried 
and used for building to a rnnsiderahle extent. Other mineral 
re30utces in Upper Dublin, cxl·cpting a few small and ,•aluelc:ss 
heds of hematite iron, there arc none. The Wl'alth of the 
township lies in the first twelve inches of its soil. 

If it is true that that land is happy whose annals are hrict: 
no rnmmunity has l'\'er heen more t:t,·ortd than Upper Dublin. 
Its story has been the serene and unc\'cntli.11 one l·ommon to all 
the colony of Penn. No lndi.111 bands harried the rnlmtrpide. 
No witchcraft pcrscrntions or quarrels of tenantry and patroons 
sowed dissension. Flood and famine passed it lightly by, 
Onl·e, and once only, the current of war set toward it, and its 
hills echoed the thunder of guns and the cradle of musketry, 
For the rest, the bloodless strngglcs of politks have ahsorhed the 
warlike energies of the township, and the lordship of the 
proifucti\'c earth has satisfied its thirst for empire, 

Tht' "Thru Tun11" inn. 

On the 4th of March, 
1680-8 1, 11 after many 
waitings, watchings, so­

licitings, and disputes in 
council," the royal patent 
for the PrO\·incc of Pcnn­
syh·ania was finally granted 

to William Penn. Prer-



arations for taking up the lands of the pro\'inl·~ were alr.-ady 
well ad\'anced, and before the end of the ye.tr 168 s the territor~· 
immediately surrounding the ti.mm· sire of Philadelphia had heen 
prartically all disposed ot: 

The land emhracell in Upper Dublin was sold hr Penn on 
his usual terms ( a nomir.al quit-rent) to twel\'e ditferent 
purdrnsers. I-lolme's map of original sur\'eys shows the town­
ship dh·idcd equally do\\'n its length by a road ; which became, 
when al·tually comtrurtcd, the present Susquehanna Street road. 
On the eastern side, between this and the Horsham line, the 
southernmost of the purch:tsers was Samuel Claridg, whose tral·t 
t•xtended south into t\hington, and north to a line one <Juarter of 
a mile south of and parallel to the Horsham road eastward from 
Dreshertown, The next property to the north was that of 
Pcrl·e an,t Company, whose northern line is marked hy the road 
which crosses the Limekiln pike at the hlacksmith shop aho\'e 
Jarrettown. Next was Richard Hilrard, with a narrow strip 
of land, the northern line of which must h,l\'e p;tSScd \'Cry dose 
to the present residence of James Q. Atkinson and the Friend~' 
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:\lee1in!-'.•ho1111l". Hl't\\ l"l'll thi~ and the (,w\'ned,l line \\.l~ the 

propcrt~· of Rid1.mb Jnd .-\rhury. 

To thl' wc~1 of the Su~lJUchanna Street road the land was 

lfo·ided a111011~ l·i~ht purd1a~ers. Rc:ginning at the t\hin~ton 

line the\· wcrl' as follows :-Matthew Perrin and William 

Salaway, whose northern n>rner \\',t!i on the road just abo\'c 

Dn.·5hcrtwon ; Mcnr~· Patrid ; :\·1athi.ts Soul~· ; John South­

worth ; Rich,trd~ Coats, within whose 1r.1ct is most of tht· ,·illage 

,\1111mr 1/0111<1· "" }'ork Sto<"k F111·111, 
,.,,,,,,,,." ho1111· ,,,. /rrillff n·. ,1fr('11ll11111, 

uf Fort \\'ashington; Andrew Soule or Souly; Thoma!i Marh·; 

and in the western corner of the township, induding Ambler 

horough, William and C,corgc Harmer. 

Of thcst• ,·arioui- purd1ascrs, not more than two or three 

were :u:tual settlers on their land. \\'illiam Harmer was a 

Frit·nd, afterward well known in the neighborhood, and John 

Southworth ;111d Richard Hilyard appear to ha\'e resided here 

for a rime. The rest, howt'\'et, were mcrelr spc<.·ularors, 
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huyi11g to sdl later 
when immigr.111b 
should appear. 
Some ot them, indudini 
\\'illiam Salaw.ty, Mat• 
the\\' Perrin, and ,\ndrl·w 
Souly, were never on thi5 

Su1Hr I :,,,.,.r I l11h!i11 1·ir11•,c; 

""" H,tl,. '"""' II """'·· nr,· thr ,-,,1,-_ 

side of the Atlantic, while others app,ttl·ntly li,·cd in Pt.iladl·lphi.t 
or in other scttleml·nts more or lc~s distant. 

At all e\'enu, their tenure of the land was hrief, and before 
two decades had passed, the character ot the population h.,d 
altogether l·hanged. The at·tual settlers, the men who swung 
the axe and guided the plow, flol'ked in rapidly as ship airer 
ship from England arrived in the Dclawnn.• ; enterprisin~ 
Germans from Germantown and Swedes from \\'kcaroe mm·cd 

'I 



up to the new lands, and thcrt· was a sprinkling of other 
nationalities. Tht' hulk of rhe ne,,·t·omcrs, howerer, \\'ere 
English and \\' elsh, mo~t of them members of or doselr in 
s~·mpathy with the Society of Friends or Quakl:rs. Following 
the purchase of the great \\' clsh Tract west of Schu~· lkill in 
16~.1 1 for hfteen years the W clsh farmers arrh·ed in e,·t'r­
im·reasing numhen, and their ~ettleml'.nlS in c;wy1wdd, Mont­

gomery, Upper Ouhlin, and neighboring townships dominated 
the region for a hundred ~-ears. 

Some of the earl~· Upper Duhlin families, as we learn from 

deeds, wills, and other documents, were those of Jones, Cad­
wallader, Lewis, \\'hitton I Charlesworth, Palmer, Fisher, 
Spen,·er, and Maddox. The land!' uf the township at this 
time were hea,·il~· wooded, and a credible tradition represents a 
party of Welsh ~eulers as rejectinl? the lands in the lower end in 
fa\'or of propcrt~· in G,·. ~·nedd, where the timhcr was lighter, 
aml the lahor of dcaring the land lc~s arduom, 

Thl· lower se,·tion of the township was settled first, as was 

to he cxpel·tl·d. Road building followed promptly. Two of 
the Kreilt highways th.tt radiate from Philadelphia pass northward 
through the township, and these wtre among the first of the 
roads to he laid out. The Limekiln road was opened in 169 3, 
and the great Bethlehem road, whkh had been built as tar as 
Whitemar~h some years earlier, ,,·.1s complcte(t through Upper 
Dublin in I i04 and I jo,. The .. turnpiking" of these high-

10 
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way:;, as \\'ell as of the Pl~·moutti road, now the Butler 
Turnpike, is, of l'Oursc, comparati\'cly recent. In early clap 
they were doubtless · the merl'St l·art-tracks, l·umbered with 
stumps and rods, and deep with mud after e,·cry rain. 

The other pri1Kipal roads were all opened soon after the 

hrst settlcmrPts. The Pl~·mouth road, mentioned aho\'e, was 
huilt before I iOO, and the Susquehanna Street ro1d before. 169s, 
The \\' clsh road, forming the to\\'nship line on the northeast, was 

ordered to he buih in I 7oz ; it followed the township line north u 

far as what is now l\'1aplc Glen, and then, turning sharply to the 
left, passed through Three Tuns to the Gw~·ncdd line at Fi\'e 
Points, ending at Springhouse, in Gwynedd. The rnntinuation 
of the road north of l\t,ple Glen, run11ing up into the •• Dutl·h 
Country,'' was made some year:- later. 

\\'c ha\'e 

refer red to 

the early la}'· 
ing out of the 
township on 
its present 

lines. The 
original map 
of Holme, 

the first Sur­

nyor - Gen­
eral, shows 

the towmhip 
,,. i t h i t s 
northeast, 
n ort hw est, 
and south­
west hound­

aries appar­
ently fixed as 

., .. ... 

1'hr .ri1'llt 1111r.·haltf'1•,. 
1111<# ,,,,. r111-l11 , .... ,., ... 

Nt,A• 

danuul 

~ 

• 
~ 

--< 

.. 
.... 

) 

CltiridJ 



l'ur~ milk-rfrh milk-lottc of it, 
from ll1•1ier IJ11bli11 rlon·r. 
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ther now l'Xlst, Thl' southeast lint' seem:\ to he indil-ated 
son11:wha1 lo\\'l:'r ~:,an 11 now lies, and cast of the Susc,uehanna 
Street road it l· ·ars irregularly to the north and then eas, ,no~~ 
the land of Samuel Claridg. 

\\'hat th1, discrepancy means it is not possible to say 
definitely, though the prohahilit~· is that the intention of making 
Upper Dublin a separate township was not carried out at om·c, 
and hy the time the dh·ision was ac1uallr made smne reason had 
derelopeJ whkh led the authorities to straighten the line and 
mm·c it northward. Just when the separation from Abington 
ocnirrcd is equally l·onjet·tural. Some opinions pl.we it ahout 
1719, hut legal documents of the ye.u 170~-oti speak of "the 
township of Upper Dublin, in the county of Philadelphia,'' so 
that the di\'ision was apparently earlier th.m this year. 

The growth of the township in we.11th and numbers was 
steady, if not rapid. In I i .l 4 there.· were thirty-h\'C landholders 
and tenants in the township, and in I i 4 1 this number had mon· 
than <louhlcd. Among the names of the earlier list were those 
of Joseph Charlesworth, Ellis Lewis, Samuel Spcnl·er, David 
Roherts, Ed ward Burke, Peter Clea,·er, Thom.ts Fitzwater, _Ir., 
John Harmer, Joseph Tuder, Joseph Nash, William l.uden 
and Thanes Kunders. Of these, Thomas Fitzwater was 
a well-lnown minister of Friends and a large landholder ; 

l'11llr11 <if Sa"dll Hun. Tiu• tou,n11hi1, 
i11 .(11II of BU<'h l,111,l11m11r11. 



Fitzwatertown was named alter him. 
ably the son of William, the seuler. 

John Harmer was proh­
Thon~s Kunders and Peter 

Clea\'er were original settlers in (iermamown, and \Viiliam 
Lucken was the eldest son of Jan, another of the Cierman 
immigra111s. From them descended the Upper Dublin families 
of Conrad, Clc;1ver, and Lukens. · 

·"'"n" Ji11r h,.m,·-(11·,11,·11 
fruit. 

Ry the opening of the war of I ndc·pendem·e, Upper Dublin 
had become one of the old and settled neighborhoods. Good 
sized and comfortable houses, the soli,i stor.: buildings peculiar 
to sm:thcast Pennsylvania, had rben in pl.H·e of the first tiny 
homes, and the latter were in use as " smoke-houses " and 
granaries, or had been torn down bodily. Forests had been 
cleared, roads built, and when the storm of war hroke at last it 
was upon the fields and flol'ks of a peaceful and thriving 
commonwealth. 

In the early part of August, 1777, Washington with his 
army had crossed the township, passing probably through 
Dreshertown, and doubtless had scanned dosel)· the hills guarding 
the township on the south, and noted their strength as a defcnsi\'e 
position. On September I I had occurred the disaster on the 
Brandywine, on the 26th Howe entered Philadelphia, and on 
October 4 the American:s made their gallant hut fruitless attack 



at Germantown. With the withdrawal of the British from the 
latter position, two weeks later, \\' .1shington ad\·anced down the 

Skippack mad, and turning east at \' alley Green, occupied the 
hills of Whitemarsh and Upper Duhlin. 

Fm six weeks operations were at a standstill, until Howe, 
ha\'ing opened the Delaware, was free to turn his attention to 
\\'ashintton's army. On the 4th of Deccmher, loudly boasting 
that he would " dri\'e the rebels hernnd the Blue Ridge," 

' . 
Howe marl·hcd his entire annr, 1 s ,ooo strong, out through 
Germantown and O\'Cr Chestnut Hill. A short distance berond, 
howen·r, he suddenly halted. 

\Vashington had hcen warned of the mo\'ement in .implc 
time, and the American army, awakened early in the morning, 
was on the alert, The main body of the troops occupied the 

ridge of Camp Hill, extending to and acros~ the Limekiln road 
aho\'e Fitzwatertown. The right wing was on Fort Hill beyond 
the \'alley of Sandy Run, and the extreme right rested on Militia 
HilJ, separated from the rest of the armr by the \·alley through 
whkh passes the Wissahkkon and the Bethlehem road. The 
latter skirts the hase of Fort Hill, and was swept and complctel~· 
n,mmandcd lw the fire from Fort \\' ashington and the other 
Amerkan redoubt~. For the British to pmh forward up the 

Old f'ort U'm1hin11l011, 
11•hl'rf' ll't1Mit1ylon'11 riuht U'<III ,u.,.t,d. 

road he t w e e n 
the two hills 
would ha\'e been 
to i11\'ite desm1c­
tion, and Howe 
l·amioush· drew 
hack, 

As soon as it 
\\'U light, Wash­

ington ordered 
out a small dc­
r u· h men t of 



Thf' .ti11c old 
f,"mle,i ,na 111<ion, 
H'allhi,ipt011'11 
hradq,w rtf'rit. 

militia under ( it·11-

eral Pollet, \\' ho 
engaged the Hritish 
ad\·ancc, with some 
)ms on hoth ~ides, 
and then retired. 
For the rest of the 
day, Howe remain­
ed idle, while the 
Amerkans, ~ending 
their haggage up the 

Perkiomen road to The Trappe, in Upper Provi­
dcnn· rown:i.hip, awaited a general attal·k. None 
followed, howf!\•er, and under cm·cr of night Howe 

sudden)~· withdrew to Chestnut Hill, and matl·hing npidly t•,m 
along the ridge, appeared earl~· on the morning of the 6th oppo­
site the American left and center. 

The two ridges of Edge Hill and Camp Hill arc here 
par,11lcl and al)lmt one and a half miles apart. Hetween is the 
rolling limestone rnuntry, sloping northward to the valle~· of 
S,11111~· Run, whit·h runs along the hase of Camp Hill. Here, 
in a green and pleasant ,·alley, just within the Upper Dublin 
line, stands the nohle stone house whkh sen·ed as \\'ashington's 
hcadciuarters. It wa~ at that time the property of George 
Emlen. Ncar the headquarters, and prohahly as a guard to the 
Cicneral, a part of the army had its huts of sticks and lea\'cs, 
hut the hulk of the troops were encamped on the c·rest of the 
hill, within the hreastworks. The \\'Cather was hittcrly cold, 
and the American troops, lying nmstantly under arms in the 
emrem·hm~rns, suffered mul·h. But in spite of the cold, shortage 
of pro\'isions, and the fal·t that the British outnumbered his army 
two to one, \Vashington was cager for Howe to attack ; his 
l'Onfidence in his position, the temper of his men, and his own 
ahility wa:1 l'Omplete. 



For another d.1 _\·, ho\\T,·er, Howe hesitated, his men h ing 

in the woods along Edge Hill. On the morning of the 7th, 

strong ho,lics of Briti~h were thrown out to develop thl' .-\mericJn 

position, onl.' of them striking a l'onnenirnt regiment under 

Colonel \\"chh, which was advanl-cd on thl' right, and dri"ing it in 

with loss. On the American leti Colonel :\!organ's riflemen were: 

.ufranced toward the l'nt·my, and skirmished at imen·als all da~. 

Toward c\·ening the Virginians were rc-infort·ed hy troops under 

Colonel (iist, and together the~· made a ,·igorous attack on a hody 
of troops under the British General Grey. It is impossihlt· to 

say just where this atfair occurred, hut it must h,l\'e been within 

Upper Duhlin, pcrlups along the Limekiln road near the ,\hington 

line, \\'hile it lasted, the fighting was brisk. The British lost 

eighty or ninety men, and the Ameril·ans twem~·-se\'en, induding 

l\lajor l'\forris of New Jeney. With the failure of light, tht• 

l"0lltl'St was mutually suspended. 
If Howe had any idea of turning the t\meril·an lefi: Aank 

by a marl·h up the Limekiln road, the day's fighting etlcctually 

dissipated it, The ldi wing was mongly enm·11ched behind 

A q11irl ln11r. 

hre.,stworks and ahatis, and 

\\'ashington \\ as looking for 

just sud1 an attempt. For 

another night hoth arm•e~ 

slept on their arms, tht· pkkets 

keeping up a desultory firing 
all night. At , A. M. the 

troops wen.' l·alled to arms, 

and all expected the long­

delayed hattle to hegin. Onl'e 

more the_\ were disappointed; 
Howe had in fal·t ahandmml 

hi!- attal·k and was aln·ad, 

planning a retirement. .-\s 

hill ardor rnolcd, \\' ad1inf!ton 



Ill .. ,.,, .. ,,.,, i II ·""II. 

hel·amc more cager for a 

hat1le, anll !\·!organ's rifle­

men, strengthened hy rolun­

teers from other regime1111, 

were again ordered out to 

harass the Rrithh right. Se\'• 

eral regiments were in readi­

ness to support them in case 

the~· sun·eeded in hringing 
on ;1n engagement, and in the 

atiernonn this nw,·ement led to another sharp skirmish near Edge 

Hill. Howe rcsolutdy dcdinc.·d to he drawn out, howc\'er, 

a11,l Washington now dedJed to take the offcnsi\•e. At mid11ight 

!ie\'Cnteen regiments were paradt',l heforc headquarters and gi\'en 

th<"ir orders for an auack in thl' morning. Almost at the same 
moment, ho\\'c\·cr, word arri,·c<l that the British had retired 

southward, and the troops were rcrurneJ to their camp. 
Ho,,·e had indeed abandoned his cnterprhe. As soon as 

darkne:-s tell his troops were put in motion, and mm·ing hastily 

down the nearest roads, they real·hcd the city late that night, 

aticr as fotilc and inglorious a llemomtration as the annals of war 

present. On the I I th the Amerkan army hroke l·amp, and took 

up their painfol mm:h to the e\·cn morc l·heerl,·ss hills of \' alley 

Forge. Exn:pt for an on·asion.11 small detachment, the town­
~hip was to know them no more. 

Surh was L' ppcr Duhlin' s part in the Revolution. It can 

hardly he l·allcd an important 

one, yet only the merei;t 

l'hance prc\·emed the town­

ship from becoming one of 

the ~reat battlefields of the 
war. Had Howe risked an 

attal'k, it must ha\'e hcen a 

patriot \'ktor,v worthy to stand 



"!tfrrrit' Nool,,," """'" fi•rl H'n11liingfm1. 

1/mne of (fror11r llod,,,.,.1,.i11. 1-'orl H'a11hi11uto11. 

"NHrfh l'it·u·," /r1111f. llrtri,lrtirt' o/ ('hnrlr11 I'. Uinu. 

"l\'or1N1<11I." homr ,,.,. J""'''" (J. Atki1111on. 



lwi-i<le Trenton or Sar-
a toga. 

Although the inh.,h­
itants of the township, 
with the Quaker in­
Auenn~ strnng among 
them, took link• a(·ti\'e 
part in tlu:se event~, 
the large majority of 

them were undoubtedly 
of Whig sympathies. 
They had, indeed, little 
enough crnsc to lo,·e 

lhitr-Hto11" ,,t "Chrrr11 '""'"·" the Hritish. A tier tlll' departure 
Thf' initio/,c arr for Jamr11 
""" l'l,,bf' ,'-liormnk,·r. of \Vashington, s army, the 
l'nrf cif' th, houM i111tfill oltlrr 
tlwn thi~ countryside more than once 

suffcre,l from the raids of British an<l Hes~ian foragers. A t:trmer 
named Joseph Nash ( perhaps the Joseph of the I i 34 tax list) 
was afterward allowed ,1_: .200 in rnmpcns.ition for damages 
sustaine(l at the hands of British troops. 

On another orca:4ion a party of Howe's foragers came to 
the house of Amos Lewis, near the Three Tuns, now the tt·n.int 
house on "Quinhy Farms" owned hy \Vilmer Atkimon. The 
Lewis family had only re(·ently huilt their new house, mo\'ing 
to it from the tiny <'Ottage sc,•cnty-fi,·c yard!! away ( now m,·ne,l 
hy Mr. ln·ing W. McCallum) in whkh they had li\'cd for 
years. ThC' British de-
mamled oat~, and the story 
goes that Amos, finding 
protests and arguments 
,·ain, took to kicking the 
British shins, whereupon 
the soldiers dro\'c the 
whole family into the little 

'/'l,r old ,.t,mia /,,.,,,;,. h"'""' 
fhr tin roof ;,. 11n1·. 
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huu~e .md lm·h·d them in. There they H'm,1incd for two day!l, 
\\'hilc the unwelcome guc~is put their hor~t·s in the ham and 
made nwrry in the fine new house. \\'hen finally released, it 
is ~ate to ai-sume that there was nu :-touter patriot in the l"t)lllltn· 
than Amo:- Le\\'is. 

,\ rnmprehemin• history of l'ppcr Duhlin from this tim,: 
on woull{ dt.'mand manr times the space at our dispo~al. It 
would tell of the unst·ttlcd times followin~ 1he Rc\'olution, and 

• 

how order wa~ ~rad11:11ly c\'oked •. It would dest·rihc the 
st·par.uion of ~1ont~mnery Count~· from Phil.1delphi.1 in I 784, 
and the formation of the t·ount~· and township or~anizatio11~. 
It would tdl of the dc\'clopmcnt of roads, tlll' huilding of 
hridgcs, the new houses, the grist mills, the stort.'s, lihraries, 
dn1rrhcs 1 and schools. The early home lite, ,he methods of 
farming, the manncu and morals of the people would make a 
l·hapter of thcmseh•cs, As a study in nationalities it would he 
interesting to tral·e the gradual displacement of the Hnglish and 
\\' ebh farmers hr the Germans from cc up countr~·," :1 pron•s~ 
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f'ri,-n,la' Mutinu-hmu<' 
fun thr rigid>. 

1'hrrl' T,11111 ~h•H>I, 
/,11thtri111 Churrh 1 "/'l(ff"- "). 

whkh is to-day still going on. 
\\' c should tell of the im­
pro,·cments in tramportatiun 
and the rnming of the rail­
road~. \\' e should desnihc 
the poli1kal Slrll)!gles that 
began with the nineteenth 
century, the di\'ision of the 
township voters into Federals, 
Dcmonatir - Rcpuhlkans, 
\\'higs, and Free Soilers, 

D~•morrats, Know-nothings, Stalwarts, and ivf u~wump~. A 
most interesting passage would tell of the hittcrncss of the Ante­
helium years, and the t·xploits of the lot·al U ndcrground Railway 
station. 

Another d1apter would treat of war times, the men 
furnished to the u.uional armies hy the loral township; the 
,lcspondcncy ath·r Rull Run, the anti-~lavcry Fairs, the anxiety 
of '(, 3, the triumph and mourning at the end, The last 
chapters would sketdi the wonderful ~trides of the last four 
dc<.·adcs, the influx of wcahh, the itd\'o1nccs in sdenrc and 
eduration, the introduC'tio11 of clcctrkity, and all the material 
marvels that our generation has wrought. 

All of this we must pass o,·er with merely a mc,,tion, and 
clc\'ote our remaining sp.tce to the Upper Duhlin of 190~. We 
ha\'e at the very beginning tried to sketch in a dozen words the 

11 
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/1011ti11I Cl111r .. 1t, J11rr,ttmn1. 

township of to-day, It is, 
pre-eminently, a p!t-,u,1111 
nmntry, a rural rommunity 
li,·ing lJUictly and thriftily in 
the midst of singularly heauti­
fol and fertile surroundings. 
Here is a type of rnuntt)' lite 
whkh may he rompared to, 
and in some wap strikingly 
rcsemhlcs, the hest of rural 
England. Like the old rnun­

"Chur.-11 of tl,r /frn11tiJi1I ll'in-
,fou-ic," ,I mf,lrr. 

1-i,rl H'1111hi11uton ,._..,.,,..,, 

try, Upper Duhlin is ·n manr ways <.·onscrvati\'e, espedall~· so 
if t·omparell with some of its semi-urhan neighbors. Yet it has 
accepted eagerly the hest of whnt modern d\'ilization has to oiler. 
The to\\·nship is hr no mc,rns standing still ; it progresses, but 
not too fast. 

From Philadelphia the llcthlchcm Division of the Phila­
delphia and Reading Railro,ut passes northward on its way to 

the Lehigh, Wilkes-Barre, Srranton, Rochester, and Ruffalo. 
The passenger for Upper Duhlin tra\'erscs the northern section 
of the dty, and out pm a sl11.·i·ession of hcautifol suhurhs, 
Germantown, Fern R<H·k, (hk Lane, Rlkins P.irk, Jt·nkintown, 
and Glcnside. The train has been steadily dimhing, until just 
beyond Glenside it passes through the deep nit of Rdgc Hill, 
and then begins to dcsl·end into the Whitemarsh \'alley. Just 
beyond Rdgc Hill station the train passes through the extreme 



1'hirt11-Ji1•c· min11lr11 from 
tl11· Urmii11u 7',·r111i1111l. 

i-outhcrn rnrner of lipper Duhlin. Ii hurricll pJsl Ordand, 
nmSl'S Sandy Run on ,1 high hridgc, ~\\"•:cps around the hasc ot 
Camp Hill, nom:s under the "Trenton Cut-off" and twkc 
orcr Sandy Run ,1gain, .rnd pulls up at Fort \\'ashington station, 
jmt o\'cr the township line in \\'hitcmarsh. Six hundred yards 
further north the road re-cntl'rs llppet Dublin, .md in a little 
orcr a mile thl· train stops at Amhlcr station. 

Ambler is c:omparati\'cly modt•m, and has therefore had no 
part in our narrath·e, hitherto. It owes its birth to the plal'ing 
of the railroad station at the crossing of the Pl~•mouth road in 
1 K ~ s, arHI its growth largely to the great d1cmical works of the 
Kcashey and Mattison Co., just hclow the statirin, The horough 
was formed in 1888, taking a nmsiderahlc hite out of the 
western l·orncr of the township. It is to-day a tlourishing town 
of 2400 inhabitants, with se\'eral fine schools, four t·htm·hes, a 
National Bank, two guod hotels, a newi.papt.>r, and in tht• real 
estate phrase, " all con·enienccs." Ambler is the business 
center for the northern half of the township, and plays a large 
part in the township lifo, Strictly speaking, howe,·et, it is not 
a part of Upper Dublin, and we shall ha,·e or,:asion to mention 
it only in irs relation 10 rhc township. 



The old Plymouth ro.,d, ,w,,· l·albt 1hr Hutk·r Turnpike, 
strt·tdtl'S 11or1hras1ward anoss till' township from :\mhler, a 

splrndid exampk· of perfrt·t macadam n>11strlKtion. \\'here it 
intcrscl·ts tht· Hcthldll'm Turnpike, just outside the horough line, 
is the hamlet known as Rnsl' \'alley, l·onsisting of a few houses, 
and the old tanyard. Pron.'l'lling eastward, the turnpike 
presently nosscs the Susl1ueha1111,1 Stret·t road at Puff's Corners. 
The I ,uther:111 E\'angdkal l'hurdt whkh stands here J. known as 
Puff's Clnm·h) is a large building, em·ted in 1858 and reno\'att•d 
a ti.-w ."l',HS .~go. It st,mds on the ~ite of a murh earlier building. 
The re,:ordi. of the nmgregation herl' go hark more than I 50 
,rears, a11d there arc many old gra,·es in the dn,rrh_rard on the 
right. Herl' lb buril·d the hody of John R. Sterigcrc, one of 
tht• t,,wnship's wdl-known men, a surn·s~ful la,,·~·er and member 
of the zoth and z I st t'ongn·ssc:i. 

From a point to the l',tst of Puff's, thl· Hutlrr Dri\'c :itrikrs 
din·,·tly for thr towmhip line, nossing it just aho\'e i\fople ( ;Jen. 
Tlm·e Tuns is :1 half mile within thl• township limits, wherr the 
turnpike nossl'S the old \V dsh road. Here is ., store, a hotel 
( the original "Sign of the Th rel' Tuns" ) , a srhool house, huilt 
I 860, cc \\'aldhdm," the home «if J. 1-1. Ringe, Jr., and 
" North View," thl· residence of \\'ilmer Atkinson. 

W r ha\'c dl·srrihed thl· Bmler Dri\'c in surh ,tccail \'hictly 
for the reason that this is the prindp.tl t•ast and ,,·rst highway of 
the township. The othl·r impott,llll road!! arr tho~e runninr. 
i-outh and so11the.1st. The Bethlehem and Limekiln road~ lc.,ding 

""''""" .~t11ti1111, 

to Phil.tdelrhia .tr,. 
of t·oursc still the 
great thoroughfares. 
J\s for m.tny years, 
huge loads of h.ty 
and wagons bJen 
with fruits and 



"/.itldf'IIU'(./tl.'' rr11idrnr<' of 
l>r. /l, I'. Motti,..,,.. 

Philadelphia markc:ts pa:.~ down thrm CJl'h d.,~-. Huth arc: solidly 
huih of stone, and kept in c.xn~llrnt rnndition, and tltl' llc1hldu:m 
,. Pike " is lhc: main thoroughfarl' for trarelc:rs hy l·,trriage or 
automohilc northward from Philadelphia, The All~mown trollc~· 
road follows the turnpike for most of its length through the 
township, turning off hrlow Amhler to make a detour through 
the horough, and remrning to it at Rose \'alley. On hoth si,lc:s 
of the road houses old and new line the way. From ChesJ nut 
Hill northward to the limits of llppcr Dublin i, one continuous 
,·illagc, and the turnpike, smooth and maple-shaded, is one long 
str r.ct. 

Where the 1.itnckiln Turnpike nosscs the Welsh road into 

the township near the north corn~r stand the half-dozen housci; 
of Maple Glen. Two miles to the south is Jarrettown, with 
its fine srhool, Methodist church, and two stores. Bcrond the 



road dimhs thc sharp ridge: of Mundod Hill, and then desl'ellds 
into Drcsherto\\'n, at the crossing of the Slm1uehanna Street 
road. Here is another of thl· township sl·hools, and a thrh·ing 
hamlet. A hram·h of th:.- famom Meehan Nursl'ries is lm·ated 
in the nc:ighhorhood. Hcyor,d the railroad station (" Dresher~ 
town," on thl· " Cut-off") the road dimhs .,gain, this time 
11\'t~r Camp Hill, and a mill' further on it re.whes Fit1.~\'atertown, 
nestling snugly in the \'alley of Sand~· Run. The township 
line is a short mile helow, and is cro~scd just lx·fore rt•,1d1ing the 
l·rcst of Edge Hill, and the \'illagc of the mnc name. 

The SuSljlU.•hanna Street road lil'S .,s originally planned, 
hiscl·ting the tO\\'IH,hip northwest aud southeast. I mended to he 
the main artery of tr,l\'cl from this region to the Delaware and 
Philadelphia, it has ne\'cr rcali:1.ed the expectations of thmc whn 
laid it out. The rnorc direl·t routes of the Limekiln and 
Hl•thlchem ro.,ds ha\'l' lirawn awa~· thl• strc,1111s of tra\'l'I, and 
the old road rl·mains as for two l'cnmril'S p.,~t, a nmntry hy-ro.ui. 
Holmc's map sho\\'s thl• Smquehann1 Stn·et road running tar up 
l •: .-·r~·. It \\'as nc,w rnnmurted 1:1r all<>\'C tht• Uppl'r Duhlin 
line, ho,n•,·cr, prohahl~· llCl',\\l~e thc Hl·thld1e111 ro.,d answered 
all purpmcs. To thl· southca~t ii runs in a fairly straight line 
.u·rosi; Ahington, l·oming to .m l'nd 1w.1r the Philadelphi., line. 

The \V clsh road has fared l)(.'1ter. For m.111~· years ~I was 
an important route from thi~ re~ion to the mills on the Penny­
pad, and it is yet a well tra\'l'llcd highway. Ttm•t' mill's helm,· 
the llppcr Ouhlin rorner it p.mes through \\'illnw <,ro,·c P.uk, 
and the pilgrims to 
thi:1 shrine form no 
small proportion of 
the rnad's p,ttrons. 

The rest of the 
township ro,,ds are 
conm·l·ting I i n k s 
hetween the 

Tin tn>1:r11 li11r 
/01/1111'11 tltr lltllil,hrm l'il.·r 
.. ,.,.. ...... tl,r to11•1uv,i,,. 



nonh- and- south highw,tys. 
Tennis A\'cnuc, forming tht· 
northwest houndan· of tht· 
township, is one of the.- mnrl' 

important, .ts is thi." old 
• • Engardtown Ro;td'' north­
east from Fort \\' ashington, 

and the C.unp Hill road 
through Dreshcrtown. All 
are 1•01k.l n111111ry roads, with strctdw~ ol 

stone construction here and tht•re. 1\ start 

( 'r,,,ui uy ,,f tJ,,. 
•• "l'r• 11/uu t·ut••tt1:" 

has llCen made at mal'adamizing the whole of the town~hip system. 
Then.- is thus easy an·t•ss to all p:trts of the township. 

From without, the Reading railroad and the trollc~· li,w giH· 
amplc fadlitics for pas~cngt·rs, and the two r,1ilroads swifi and 
easy transportation of freight north, south, ca:-1, and west. \\"c 
may note here that this la\'orahle position ,ls to frdght fal'ilitics 
has gairn:d n.-rngnition in tht• t•s1.1hlhhnH·n1 of tht• brgt· manu­
fac111ring plant of Hoopt•s .~ Townsend nc.ir the no~:-ing of the 
Reading and Cut-off. 

\\' e h,l\'e purpost•l~· made nn mention thus far ol tht• largl'St 
of the township's centers-Fort \\',1:.hington-hecmsc its imrnrt­
.11Ke dt•mands ;II least a paragr.1ph to itself: The \'illagc <."enters 

, likt· t\mhlC'r) around th<' r.,il-

Al,.,r,· fi,rl U'111<hi1111t1111 S/11/i,,11. 

road station, whkh is plan:d at 
the nossing of tht· Bethld1t·m 

Pike. Mo~t of the honH'S arc 

\\ i1hin l 1ppcr Duhlin, although 
thl• stores, d1urd1 1 hotel, ph.ir­
macy, and station arc o\'er the 
line in \\'hitcm.trsh. The situa• 

tion is along the nest of a gentle 
ridge, desl·ending to the west 
toward the Wissahidon, and to 



thl" southeast to 1ht• llll'.lllow:- al1111g Pim• Run. Thl'n' an: 

pl"rhaps :-t'\'t'nty-fin· houst•s, all toll!, nt•;n ly all of mrnh·rn rnn­
struction. At present tht' tl"lllll"m·y St'l'lllS ro lw III build furthl"r 
to the west, ano:;s the Pike in till' direc­
tion of Amhler, :md undouhtedly thl" twi, 
to'\'IIS will ncmually llll'l'I, if not join, 
at the midway point. 

\\' e ha\'1.' rcpea1t•dl~- spoken of 
l 'pper Duhlin a~ a rural tm\·ni;hip. I. i~ 
~ttil.·tly that, for hy tar tlw tirgt·st pan of 
its inhahit,tnts arc fornll'ts. Morl' a11d 

l mort·, ho\\'C\'er, the l·ountr~·sidt• i:, ta kill).! 

on ,t Ill'\\' and diffrrcnt aspel·I. Sons of 

the old lowmhip, who \\'l'lll a\\';I\· ,h 

yc11111~ men i1110 wi,lc:r fields, ha,·t· r,.:t urtll'd. 
SUl'l'Cs~fol, from the d1y, and han• made 
1hdr homl.':- hl'rl.•, Otht·r di'. -,lwdlt•r:­
ha\'e l.'Ollll.' \\'ilh them, and h,l\'l' found thl' 

1 
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Upper Dublin hills to thdr likin~. 
Statch· mansion~ ha\·e rist·n in du: 

midst of till· apple ord1.mls and 
tields of whl·,tt, .md the fine old 
farmhousl.'S ha\'c heen l.'1tlargl·d and 
rl'slon:d. Thl' to\\'nship is s1ill 
.1grinahural, hut it is ,lit agrkulturt· 
entid1t•d and cmlw)li:;hcd ll\ a 
wcahh whkh it rnuld sl-.trn:I\' han· 
at1,1ined of itself. I ts fields and 
meadows arc fortile and well tilled. 
its l 0 ,lllll' and horses :m.· slt."ck 
and well fl'd, :ts they ha\'e 
alwars bl.'elt, hut thl· l'O\\'S 

arc regi~tcred d:1ughtcr:- of 
famou5 mothers. and the 

Up1H'r l>11bli11 for co,.,t ; 

tlii" "'4'~ .. '!lf'fl"tfr't'Jt twrlrr .r.•rl, 



horses draw hl'autifol carriages, as wdl as hca,·y wagons, o,·er 
the smooth road!>, There are ,mtomohill·s, as well ilS Dc:Ning 
hinders, and hroad lawns and fair gardens, a~ well ,1s hayfields 
and pastures. t\nd together with the wholesome rurJI spirit, the 
graccfol customs of la11cr-day soda! lifr flourish on the Upper 
Dublin hills. 

t\hhough the rest of the to\\'mhip has hcen hy 110 llll'JllS 
neglected, perhaps the larger pitrt of the new residl•nts ha\'c 
heen dra\\'11 into rcad1i11g distatwe of :\mhler hy the (·om·c11icnccs 
of the horough. On the eastern side of the Bethlehem turnpike, 
just outside the horough limits, is rc:d-roofod • • J .indt·t1\\·old,'' 
the home of Dr. R. V. l\·fottison, standing high against ,1 h.1ck­
grou11d of forest trcc:s, with its smooth lawns, its lakcs, ilnd its 
heautifitl sunken gardens. The l'Statc is perhaps thc IJrgcH in 
the township, ,md is nahi\•atcd hy a small army of men, under 
encrgetk Farmer Dc,·inc. 

Tennis t\\'cnuc, along the north\\'cstcrn hordcr of the 
township, is one of the ncwcr roads, and the houses from the 
Bethlehem Pike to thc Fi\'e Points arc of rl0(·c11t datc. Jmt 
beyond the crossing of the Sus,1ucha11na Street road, in a little 
,·alley hy a hrook, is thc home of William H. Hart. It is the 
re-incarnation of an old farmhouse, with illl the old trees ,·arc­
fully presen·cd. 

Further up the road is the rcsidetwe of Charil's I'. Ring, 
with its round tower, its por<.·hes, and its sunny lawn. Still 
further is a11other handsome house at the edge of a wood, and 
hcyond it, at Fi\'e Points, " Edgclawn," the property of Mr. 
Godfrey S. Mahn, with its s,,cc,, of well-kept sward. 

Three Tuns is a half mile from 1he Fh•c Points, along the 
old W clsh road. Among the hcst known rcsidl'nts in this 
neighborhood, some forty years ago, were four Jones brothers, 
of Welsh (l.!!akcr desl·cnt, sons of Hcnry Jones, who had 
married a <laughter of Amos Le\\'is, the patriot. 1\ticr the 
death of Henry, his son John ocnipicd the old Lewis house on 



/(ui,lr11rf' of J. II. /li1111r, Jr., 1'hru 1'u 1111. 

C~inhy Farms. 1\noth('r hroth('r, L('wis, lh·cd jmt o\·('r the 
towmhip line in C,wym·dd, and a third, l'lcm('nt, kept the store 
at Three Tuns. The fourth hrother, Henry Junior, orn1pk·d 
for some years the home half way hetween Five Points and 
Three Tuns, now the propl'rty of the J\ndrrsons, of ,\mhlrr. 
J .:urr he sold his farm, and huilt himsdf ,1 Ill'\\' housl', th(' ~itc 
of the prc:;,•nt n·sidrnn· of J. H. Ringe, Jr, The lattrr is dose 
to Three Tunii, standing ·,\'ell in from both roads, in the midst 
of fine old trees. Th•.: illustration shows what an architectural 
!-lll"l'e~ll it has hcen made, 

From Three Tuns a prh·atc lane le.His southwar(i through 
• • <l.!.!inhy F:1r,ns,'' whil·h we ha\·c mcntiont·d hefore. On the 
lelt is • • North View,'' the hc.mtifol home of Wilmer Atkinson, 
editor of f~1r111 :,ourn,1/, Acres of \'ch·ety lawn surround the 
house, mctd1ing away in front for a quarter mile, and on all 
sides are flowers, trees, and masses of shrubbery of a hundre<l 
\'arieties, The dri\'c passes between rows of straight young 

JI 
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tr~l'S, with a wide border of old-t:1~hioned flowers on the right. 

On tht' leti is a gro,·c of young '-·hc:;tnut trees, and a splendid 
old 0;1k, a ,·ctcran o( a thousand storms. 

Below the tenant home ( the :\mos l.cwi:i house) i~ the 

farm itsdt: Ltrefoll~· and scicmihl·,1lly niltintcd, .tnd the pride 

of it~ o\\ 111:r. \V c are here on the rcry •~11•11nit 0f the watcr-sht·,I, 

a plJtcau of light sand~· soil, pcr:ups the mu~t fertile in the 
township. ,\11 kinds of nops arc raised, hut peaches, hcrril'~, 

grape~, and other fruits arc mo~t srn·essfol. The fratun· of the 

farm is its immense apple orchard, nJ\'cring fifty of the bl'~t ane~. 

The trt·es arc watchcd and culti ,atcd an'-1 pnmed and spra~·nl 

incessantly, and re~pond with nohl'-· nop.' of the noblest fruit that 

grows. 

The second daughter of Amos I .cwis married one of the 
Luk cm fonily, who huilt the hou~c now o,, ned hy ln·ing \\'. 

l\·kl'allum, not 1:1r from the I .ewis homt·,te,HI. This, too, ha:­

hccn altered and enlarged within a fr\\' H·ars to m.,ke ,1 hcJutiful 

Th, l.-i111l of 11trc111•6(>1·rir1t 
IT,,,.,.,. I >11M," "'"' ,,,.,,.,., 



cm111try home, with its 

splendid pmc tn:cs 

towering ahovc the 
roots. The hroJd anes 
of the farm ( "York 
Stock Farm':) ~upport 
a large and prohtaHe 
herd of dairy l'O\\'S, 

The lane which 
d i ,. i d c :- • • Quinby 

Farm:-" from " York 
Farm '' opens south­
\\ Jnl on the I .imckiln 

Turnpike. r\ !cw lwn­
drcd \'ards below the . . 
ju1Ktion 1s " Nor-

111, fl"'''' ... ,J... 
<1u111h11 fur,11."'f.. 

wood, 11 the home ol 

_l,,ml·~ Q. :\tkin~on, ~t.11hling on ttc left, with 
bro.id l.1wns ~lupin!? down to the road, ;uhl rows 

of tall spruces .rnd fir~. The t:mn is one of the most frrtilc in 
the region, ;md produces almo~t inncdihle ljUJntitics of fine 
hrrrics and fruits. A single pear orchard on the farm l'o,·crs 

forty ancs of ground. 
\\'here the Fort \\' ashington road turn~ off, nearly oppmitc 

"Norwood," is ccChr.,ry Lane," the home of Albert Atkinson. 

The house is very o1d, the original ~cl·tion having hccn built 
before the Rc\'olution. Immense maple and horse-chestnut trees 
shade the house, and or<·hards crowd up to the had and wc·sh·rn 
end. 

Further down the Fort \\'ashington roall, heroml the 
Friends' l\freting-house, is the old Potts homestead, now the 
summer home of Thomas \\'. Barlow, Eslt, The old stone 

farmhouse has heen lengthened and partly remodc!cd, but its 
simple and Jignihcd lines have hccn well prcsen·eJ. An apple 



orchard stands at one end of thl' hm,~e, and southward 1s a 

typical Upper Duhlin sweep of fields and woodlands. Herc 

also modern scientific farming has rcplal·ed thl· ohsoletc methods 

of long-past yc.1rs. 

Of sc\'er;1) other houses in the ncighhorhood, we ha,·c 11111 

spJce to speak in detail. Two whose names must 1101 he 
omitted, howe\'er, arc the reside1we of (ieorgc Budcn~tein in 

Fort \Vashington, and " Merrie Nook," the home of John M. 
Kl·nnedy, just outside that ,·illage. 

Further down the township li1w, at Camp Hill Station, is 
another group of summer 

homes. Camp Hm itself 

is crowned with the statelv 

mansions of ( 'raig Heber­

ton and l\·Jrs. :\lexander 

\' an Rensselaer, the latter 

of which, howe\'cr, is 

just o,·er the township 

line, in Whitemarsh. 

" Fairwold Lodge," the 

Heherton house, stands 

on the crest of the ridge, 

where \\' ashington's men 

A ,ti11·t11-11,·r1· 1•n1r m·.-l1111·d 
1111d itA 011•11rr. 

were encamped, with heautititl ,·1c,,·s south to Chestnut Hill, 

and north 0\'cr Upper Dublin to the hills of (iwyncdd. The 

house itself is the perfection of a modern American l'OUntry 

seat, with its beautifol proportions, and its gray and h·y•rn\·ered 

walls. 

Below " Fairwold," near the bottom of the southern slope 

of the hill, is the new house of Mr. Henry, son-in-law of Mrs. 

Van Rensselaer, now just approaching completion. Only a few 
hundred feet away is the old Emlen mansion, famous as Washing­

ton's headquarters at the time of General Howe's demonstration 

in December, I 7 7 7. The illustration on page 1 .l gh·es a good 



JS 

idea of the heautiful situation of the hcusc, which stands in 
the middle distance, partly hidden by its surrounding trees. 
Sandy Run flows through the \'alley in front, most of its waters 
rnnfined in a mill-race which pas~es the ,·cry door step, on its 
way to the mill further down the valley. I mf\)ensc sycamore 
trees shade the front of the house, and the old-fashioned door­
}'ard is foll of lilan and other shruhs. The garden lies to the 
cast of the house, and the orchard ( a modern produl·t, howe,·er) 
to the west. In the meadow in front is a typkal old spring­
house. It is only a ,1ucstion of time, let us hope, before the 
mansion will be taken in d1arge hy some association or indi\'idual 
who will prestn·e it for foturc generations, like that other 
monument to t\rnerkan independence, the Headquarters at 
\'alley Forge. 

\\' e hare mentioned the more notable homes of the more 
populous end of the township; there arc a numhcr of others ( as 

for example the old Spencer house near the \\' clsh road, the 
property of Charles W. Paxson) which for one reason or 
another arc entitled to partinilar description, hut of which the 
limits of this booklet once more forbid us to speak. The great 
hulk of the houses of the township arc distinguished hy none of 
these things-neither great age, nor curious history, nor splendid 
architecture. Rut they arc solid and dignified, refk: ting faith­
tiilly the prosperity and 
rnmfort whkh with 
Upper Dublin has he­
rnmc a habit. There 
is nothing mean or 
poor ahout these homes 
-their stone walls arc 
sound, their roots are 
tight, their gardens arc 
well kept, their harns 
:ire huge and plump)~· 



full. They typi(v excellently the virtues of the whole township 

-solidity, prosperity, and a l'ertain large and tranquil beauty. 

Little more, perhaps, need he said of c,ur township. 

We ha\'e seen something of it~ origin, its growth, and its present 

aspect. \Ve ha,·c tried to show its material advantages, and the 

beauties with which nature and art have endowed it. If we 

have passed lightly over its defects, it is because those defct·ts 

are few and of slight moment. Of the township's future, the 

problems it must face, the triumphs it will win, it is idle to 

make conjectures. Yet hy all the signs of history and l·hat• 

acter, the virtues of its Quaker am·estry, the solidity of its 

German immigrants, the wealth and ntltur•: of its newer citizens, 

we cannot doubt that the finure will he a worthy one. 


