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TI1E advantages of a hon1e in a city are manifold and 
~pparcnt. Cities bave }laved streets, good sidewalks, 
schools, water, gas, efficient nolice, churches and places of 
nuiusomcnt; nrtd therefore the 1na11 of 1noderate inco1ne, 
if he can secure n rcnsonnblo rent, prefers · to live in the 
city, whore be can get n1ore fot· his monoy than in most 
country places. Bu.t there are drawbacks as well as 
ndvrtntagcs in a city life. If a inun values bis own and 
J1is family's .l1enlth, the city is n, poo1~ place to live in ; for 
a crowded JlO}lttlation brings bad air, bad sewerage, conta
gious diseases, blinding heat in sum1nor, want of freedom 
tor children to play. 'l'ho close p1·oximity of vice in 
many forms rcndet'S the uniform of the police1nnn as 
constant a sight and as hnportant n presence as the cu1·b
sto11e or hydrant. 

Philadelphia luts a larger population within itself than 
most of the northern cities, and this for several reasons, 
And chiefly because of the low rents which are possible on 
~ccount of her extensive area. In Philadelphia land can 
be obtained to build on at inoclernto prices, or easy ground
rcnts. ,vhcn n. innn only hires the house lie lives in, the 
-weight of tuxntion, the cost of paving and improving 
streets, und the nrnnx burdens which tho city lays upon 
owners of real estate are not so R}lJlare.nt. 

lt is trite that tho pavc111ents and sidewalks in the city 
~.-e tole1·able, that water, gas and son1e kind of. aewerage 

(8) 



4 

are provided for houses; but all these conveniences nro a 
direct tnx on the dwellings which are bcncfltcd by them, 
ancl tho moment a mnn becomes the owner of property he 
feels their weight, which is heavier thun if he could make 
his own im1>rovcmcnts, fo1· ho must submit all that be 
would do for himself to tho judgment nnd control of other 
persons not directly intc1·cstcd. 

But all these disadvantages hnvo been easier to bear, 
becnus<? out of the city limits and off tho bricks and pave• 
mcnts, for a largo part of. tho yenr, the soft nncl rich 
unctuous soil of Pennsylvania n1nkcs mmldy ronds, equally 
intolorublo to those who go nbrond and to those who stay 
at home. Mud to walk in and mud brought into the 
house are great drawbacks to the plcnstll'es of a country 
life, and make a home in tho country nil tho ycnr round a 
doubtful }>l'ivilege. If one could hnve the fresh nir, tho 
lawns nncl meadows, trees and flowers, lnkes to row nnd 
sknte on and bathe in, good wnter, freedom from disease, 
and fresh fruits and vegetables of the country, with low 
rents, easy access to the city, good markets and good 
schools of the city, with freecloin fron1 heavy taxation, 
contagious diseases ancl vicious neighbors, tho country 
would certainly be a more desirable place to live in than 
tho city. 

To secure all these co1nforts and advantages in the 
country, it is necessary to have a largo population, or else 
such an investment of capital as but few n1cn nre willing 
to mnko; but it is obvious that none of these city advan
tages belong to the city any more than to the country, if 
people want .them enough to provide them for themselves. 
But it is not easy for one 1nan, or a few men, however 
well disposed or liberal they may be, to gather around 
t~emselves, at first, all the comforts and conveniences they 



wish. Most men who want to live in the country ara 
young, of n1odcrute means, with small families, and such 
people have no spare capital to invest in public and 11cr• 
manont improvements, and therefore they• must either 
live in tho city or go into any town which partly satisfies 
their wants. 

U nderstancling all these difficulties and drawbacks, and. 
knowing that tnoney must be paid out by s01nebocly to 
secure to each individual all the advantages of a city in 
the cout1try, a com1)a11y of gentlemen have purchased six 
hundred acres of beautiful, high, well drained and well 
watered land bctwce11 Philadelphia and Chester, where 
they are laying out a town which, from its first conception 
to its ultimate completion, is to be constructed according to 
a plan that has been made with careful thought as to wl1at 
an ideal town should be. Tho plan for this town of Ridley 
Park is a })art of this })atnphlct, and, as will be seen when 
it is studied, it hos been designed to satisfy in so1ne 
n1ensure every reasonable want. There are lots of various 
sizes, 1n1blio grounds, large and small, 01•namcntal water 
of' very extended and beautiful character, wide and tree
planted st1·ects, and positions allotted to the future town 
hall, churches, school-houses, cemetery, &c. 'l'he situa
tions be.st for stores, coal and lumber yards, and all the 
machinery of a town have been sot apart for these JlUr
poscs. Small lots for those whose means permit only a 
sn1all expenditure, are grouped in the vicinity of the 
public grounds, so that the largest number of 1>ersot1s can 
enj ,y thein ; whilst larger lots and more distant from the 
centre can be bought by men who· are dis1)0sed to create 
all the beauty around their homos which they may desire. 
Even a cursory examination of this plan will show that 
the rectilinear and right-angular syate1n of town building 
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has been abandoned, first, bccnuso it is not well adapted ro 
a rolling country like Ridley Purk ; second, because gently 
curving linas are on tho whole more agreeable to traYcl 
over, are shorter distunccs between importnnt points, and 
will 1nnke tho completed town more beautiful. 

Every pa1·t of tho town hns been lnid out for conyenience 
and beauty. Onc-thil'd of tho Jund is given up to tho 
·public in avenuas, greens, J>nrks, commons and nrtificinl 
water. 'l'o open this country nnd mnko it us convenient a 
J>laco to live in us tho city, the Park owners havo mudo 
their roads wide, with wido sidownlks. 

ROADS. 

The roads and avenue.~, with very fm, exceptions, are 
forty feet wide between tho sidewalks, tho sidewalks eight 
feet, 1naking a width of lifty-six feet between the fences. 
'l'ho lino for tho house fronts is set fnr enobgli buck from 
the front lino of tho lot.s to h18uro a broud s1>nco botw(len 
OJ>})Ositc housas, and give un uir of s1mciousncss and even 
g1·nndeur to tho streets ,,,J10n tho town Jrns grown to 
nrnturity. Every rond is first excavated from one foot to 
three feet ~lcop, hos two undcrclrains Juid on the sides 
three and one-half feet below the surfuco; tho 1·ond bod is 
then filled with selected broken stnne, and has paved 
gutters, cousequent.ly there can never be bud or muddy 
roads hero any 1noro than in tho city, and the thorough 
drainage will cft'ectually 1·emovo nil sur1Jltts moistu1·0, so 
that no uh1.laria can exist in tho soil. 'rhcso streets 
are then planted with different kinds of trees, so 
selected as to secure tho greatc.'it variety, and when com-
1>lotcd wi1l cost above $10,000 per milo. '\\'hoover buys 
a lot here, therefore, w!ll l1nvo 110 taxes to }>ny or assess-
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ments to submit to to make good roads in front of his 
house, or to connect hhn with his neighhors. 

WATER. 

Next to good streets no greater comfort or blessing ca~ 
be ha<l than good water. The Ridley Park land is well 
supplied with s1)rings, so that wells can be easily dug into 
a gravelly bed which gives the purest and best water. In 
addition to the local sup}llies, a ,vater Company is 
contemplated to furnish from Cru111 Lynne and Ridley 
Lake waters of the purest and best quality, delivei·ccl by 
pi1>es to the houses along i.~e lines of streets. Crmn 
Lynne-a large lake-is already 1nade, with ,vater 
,vorks partly co1nplcted. It is half a mile long, winding 
amongst the hills; its greatest cle1)th is twenty-two feet, 
and nowhere will it be less than three or four feet deep, 
excepting on some pai·ts of the shelving shores, This 
lake giv·cs large water J)ower, to be wholly devoted to 
Bll})plying the town with water. 

Ridley Lake-to be made in the valley of Stone Creek 
-will be as large as Crutn Lynne, and will furnish water 
to the north part of the town in the smne nmnner tiiat 
Cru1n Ly1u1e does to the south. Both these ln.kes a1·e 

· supplied by large nnd unfailing streams of the purest 
water, cmning fron1 a gravelly region, without a suspicioll' 
of lime in thmn. rl'ho shores aucl banks of the lakes will 
ho decorated with trees and shrubs, ancl they are each of 
them lnrgo enough for boating or for a tl1ousand persons 
to skate on at the sa1ne thne. 

PUBLIO GROUNDS. 

The plan shows large spaces, besides the water, for 
public grounds. These nrens Jiavo been tnade of such 
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form, nnd in sucl1 places, ns will enable the greatest
number of J)ersons to get a'benefit frotn the1n, and when 
surrou11ded by dwellings will be beautiful resorts. 
S01110 land has been left for this 1n1rpose in every part 
of the town, and no part has been in the least neglected. 

Not only have the proprietors 1nade these })rovisions 
for the pleasure of their customers, but to insure the 
perpetuitr of the hnprovemcnts a certain 1>ercentage 
will be taken from every sale and invested ns a per
manent fund, to keep the public grounds in good order 
forever. 

Lying, as it does, on both sides of the only direct. 
railroad between N cw York and \Vashington, for 1nore 
than n. 1ni10, all parts arc near to stations, of which 
there are to be two or n1oro in the Park. From either 
stntion the cars will run to the P. \V. & B. sb1tion, 
corner of Broad street and ,v ashington A venue, in 
fro1n twenty to twenty-five minutes, passing under or 
over twenty-seven streets, so that there need be no 
delay, and can be no accidents at 1·oacl crossings. Twenty 
or twenty-five 1ninutes to the station, and fifteen minutc>,s 
by the Ninth street line of horse cars, will take a gentle
man from J1is home to tho lower port of Chestnut street, 
nnd by tho other line.~ of horso cnrs to othc1· parts of 
the city, making Ridley Park actually nearer the busin088 
Jlnrt of the city thun much of \Vest Philndelphiu, Ger
mantown, nnd other suburbs, which are reached by long 
Jines of horse carR. Twenty trains a clay will stop at 
Ridley, ancl tuore, as tl1e demand for thmn increases, 
and the railroad fare will bo UR low ns, or lower thnn, hy 
any other road. 
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To make it easy to build nt Ridley Park, t.hc P. ,v. & 
Il. R. R. Co. offer for five yem·s to carry all 1naterials 
used in construction at half their, .. usual freight rates, 

,f \ 

and will give a free ticket foi- a year. between Philadelphia 
and R.idlcy Park for each thousand clollnrs, up to ten 
thousand per house, a man spends in erecting clwelling
houses' on the Park. 'l'hus any tnan who"settles at Ridley 
will get all the great conveniences which belong to city 
life. Schools, churches, and social and domestic comforts 
cnn only come with })Opulation ; , but in a very short time 
thm·e will be a sufficiently large population to warrant 
the J)eople, aid eel by the 1noprietors, to create · all that 
is now wanting. , 

The proprietors have ~qtnblished a green-house and 
nursery and 1nark,et1 garden, to insure a bountiful supply 
of flowers, plants and vegetnblcs at a lower price than 
they cnn be bought for in· the city, and every n1nrket 
convenience will be furnished by mnrket-1nen, fishmon
gers and storekeepers at the Park. 

To e)table the proprietors and tho inhabitants to 
perJJetunte good institutions, and to control their own 

"public and private domain, a Chn.rter has been granted 
by the Legislature, and is he~eto appended, the provisions 
of :which, carefully framed, are such as to warrant the 
belief that ·a society can grow up nt R.idley Park })OS• 

sessed of unusual local advantages. 
)\Tith nll these favorable conditions, structural, social 

and economical, it is J>lnin that tnxes 1nust be light, and 
a family's expens~fi much less than in • the city or in 
most suburban towns. Add to this a most bcantifnl 

. landscape and a healthy country, and we mny safely ask 
what city, or suburh of a city, can offer greater attrrtctions 
than Ridley Park. 

2 
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Owing to tho original location of the rnilrond being 
over the 1narsh bet.ween Philadcl1Jhia and Chester, all 
of this section of the country has been belieyed to be 
unl1cult.hy; but the contrary is ti:uc on the high ·1nnds 
of the new location, whore our gravelly soil and pure 
water save. us fr01n n1a.laria and bilious complaints. ,v e 
arc one hundred feet above the riyer, and by the now 
lino of the P. ,v. & 11 R. R. wo go into the city all 
the way through the uplnncls . 

. A new Ifotcl has been erected at Ridley, which 
will ncc01n1nodnte fifty or sixty pei·sons, and as the town 
grows, the building will be increased. Nothing that the 
proprietors ,~an clo to make Ridley a 11crfcctly satisfactory 
home, will no spared, nnd every one wishi11g a cheap and 
good home in a particulnrly good location, should con1e 
to Ridley nnd examine the lands, before settling nny ... 
where else. · 

'l'orms of payment will be macle easy, and prices low, 
when all advantages arc considered. 

SAl\IUEL l\I. FELTON, 
fPresident. 

ROBERT l\£ORRIS COPELAND, 
Superintendent and Landscape Gardener. 

OFFICE, Ridley Park Building, No. 705 Sansom street, 
Philadelphia. 



HOTH AT RrDLH PARK. 





CHAll'l'EH, AND SUPPLEl\:fENT 

01" THE 

RIDLEY P Al-tK ASSOCIA.TION . 
.AN .A.OT 

To Inc01-_iJ01•ate the ''Rl<lley Pa1•lt A.ssoclaUon," in 
the Oou·nty of Delaw<t1•e. 

SECTION 1. 13e it enacted by tlte Senate and House of 
fJ?.eprcsentatives of the Coninionwealth of Pennsyl
vania, in General .A sse111bly niet, and it is hereby 
enacted by the a11tlrority of tlte sanze, 'l'hnt LINI>LEY 

SllY'fH, SX:\[tJEL l\I. F1,;vroN, lsAAC Jr INCKLJ•~Y nnd ,v1L
LJA)[ 8ELL1ms, or a mnjority of them, and such other 
persons ns shall be nssocinted with them, nnd their 
successors, be, nnd tho same nro hereby enacted into a 
hotly JJdlitic and corporate, hy tho nmne, style nncl title of 
t~10 "Hro1,1~y PARK AssocrATION," and by that natno 
shnll sue and bo sued, plead nnd be implcndcd, mnkc and 
uHo n. common scnl, und tho smnc to niter or renew at 
pleasure; nncl sha11 generally possess the ]lowers and privi
leges of a corporntion, with power to purchase, hold, sell, 
1nortgngc, trnnsfer or lease real cstnte in their corporate 
cnpndty-not CX<'ceding six hundred ncrcs-in nny part of 
])clnwnrc County; nncl the snmo to iinprove by laying out 
nnd constructing mncmlmnizcd or other roads, nrtificinl 
lukes 01· reservoirs, 1>lnnting trees, erecting buildings, &c. 

S1mTtoN 2. 'l'hc cnpitnl stock of snicl Associntion shall be 
two hundred nnd fifty thousand dollars, with power to in

(11) 



--· ----·-----------------_________ ..,. 
12 

crcnsc the same to five hunched thousand dollars, <liviclccl 
into slun·e.s of 0110 hundred dollars each. 

SEC'r10N 8. For tho orgnnization of this Association, 'the 
corporntors nan1cd in tho first section shall call a 1neeti11g 
of the subscribers to its stock within one 1nonth fro111 the 
passage of this Act, at which 1nccting nu election shall be 
held for five Directors to serve one year uncl until their • 
snccesso1·s ure elected ; nnd thereafter nn election for five 
Directors shnll be held nnnunlly, ut such time und 1>lnco 
as shnll be prescribed by tho By-Laws. 

SEC'rioN 4. 'l'hat nt all 1nectings or elections held by the 
A.ssocintion each share of stock shall hnve ·one vote. 

St~C'I'ION o. 'l'he Board of Directors, at its first 1necting 
after tho annual election, shall elect one of its 1ncn1bors us 
P1·csidcnt of tho corporation, who shall hold his office until 
his successor is chosen. 

SE<,'TION 6. 'l'he Board of Directors shall mnnngo nncl 
control tho nffitirs of tl,o .Associntion, ntHl 11osscas authority 
to nppoint a 'J'rcnsurPr, a Sccrotnry and such othor officers 
nndrngcnts ns it fony from timo to timo dcmn necessary; 
fix thcit componsntion, p1·cscribo their duties and dismiss 
them &t plcnsuro; it shall also have nutho1·ity to ndopt 
such By-Lnwa for tho government of the Associntion us it 
mny deem oxt)cdicnt, nud alt.or tho s,m10 in conformity 
therewith: tProvided, 'l'hoy ho not inconsistent with this 
.Art, and the Constitution uncl Lnw1i'of' tho United Stutes 
or of this State. 

S1w-rro~ 7. 'l'he l)irectors shall have 1>owor to enf01·co 
tho following t·ulcs nnd rogulntiona, viz.:-

N o person or persons shnll turn cuttle, gouts, swine, 
hor8cs, c>r other nninutlH, loose u11on tho ronds or lnnds of 
the Assoeiution, or discharge firearms, or throw stones or 
other 1nissilcs u1,on. tho same, nor cut, break, or in any.wise 
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injure or deface the trees, sluubs, plnnt.s, turf, or any of 
tho buildings, fences, structures 01· statuary, or foul any 
fountnins 01· S}Jrings, or drive or ride UJlOn any other than 
tho avenues and roads, or bathe or fish or disturb the water
fowl in any of tho streams, arti,flcial lakes or reservoirs 
upon tho lnnds of tho A.ssociution, or take ice from any 
of tho snid st.reams, lnkcs or reservoirs without the previous 
consent of said Directors, and no wagon or vehicle of bur
den shall pass over said lnncls except upon such road or 
n venue as may be designated by tho said Directors for that 
purpose, nor with less width of tire than 1nny be pre
scribed by the 13y-Laws to be adopted by tho Directors; 
and any 1>orsou who shall violate any of the said rules 
nncl regulntions shall bo guilty of a 1nisde1neanor, and 
shall Jlay such fine (not exceeding flvo dollars) us may 
ho 1>1·escribecl by tho said Directors, to bo recovered before 
nny justice of the peace of said county, ns debts of that 
n1nouut are now recove1·able, and shnll be further liable 
to tho full ox tent of. any damnge by him or her coinmitted, 
in t-rcspnss or other action. 

81'XJ1ION 8. The Directors ehall have power to appoint 
1i suitable 1>erson, or persons, who shall have all the, powers 
of a constnblo in said county, for the purJlOS0 of preserving 
orclcr upon the lands of the Association, and arresting any 
oft'enclcrs thereon, ancl taking snicl ofl'ondct• or offenders to 
tho nearest justice of tho peace for a hearing: (Provided, 
'l'bnt all expense of such n1>1>ointce or appointees shall be 
pilid by the auid Associntion. 

JA~IES H. WEBB, 
Spe1iker of tlte House of r.Represetitatives. 

WILLIAlI A. ,v ALLACE, 
Speaker of ths Senate. 

2* 
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Approved tho 20th clny of l\Iny, .Anno Domini one thousuud 
eight hundred and scvcnty--0110. . 

JOIIN W. GEARY. 

A SUPPLJ~l\IENT 

'J'o nn A.ct entitled "An Act. to incorporate tho R1nL1w 
PAnI< AssnCJA'rrox," npprovcll twenty-sixth day of 1':Iay, 
one thommnd eight hundred nnd so"ont,y-ono. 

SEc'rioN 1. (Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of rJ?.epresenta fives of tlze Connnonwealtlz, of r.Pennsyt
vania, in General .A ssMnb/y 'met, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authoril)' of the sante1 'l'hnt the Act 
ontitlr,l "An A et to incorpornto tho Hn>LI~Y J>AnK Asso
CIA'l'ION," npJ>rovcd twcnt.y-£.;ixth duy of l\lny, Anno 
l)omini one thousnnd eight hundred nnd scvcnt.y-ono, be, 
nn<l tho sumo is ]wrchy umonded, ns follows : In tho first 
scetion, by inscrt.ing tho word "sonm" in lion of' "six," 
tlwroby muking the number of acres seven Jn111drccl, 
instC'ad of' Hix hundred; in tho third scetion, ~y ndding 
nftor tho word '' cor1>0rntors" tho words "or u. tnt\jority 
of them ;" nncl further to nnwnd U10 snmo section, by 
insm-ting tho word "ycnr" in lieu of tho word "month." 

,,,. ELLIO'l1, 
Speaker of the House of t.R epresentatives. 

JAl\IES RUTAN, 
Speaker of the Senate . 

. 
Approvccl tho fifteenth clny of Fcbt•unry, Anno Domini 

one thousand eight hunclrocl nncl scvcnty--two. 
JOI-IN W. GEARY. 

--------------------------
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Ol"l-'IVi•; 01" 'J'IIJ~ 8Ecn1nAnY 01" 'flIB Col\D[ONWI~ALTH, 

Harrisburgh, Ma-rclt.51 .A. rJJ. 1872. 

Pnnm~ylvnnin ss. 
I clo hereby certi(y thnt tlw 

foregoing nncl nmwxecl is u 
fitll; trno nnd correct copy of 
tho originnl Acts of' the Gen
oml As!'\mnbly, entitled ns • 
fo11owH, viz.: "1\n .. Act to in-
eorporntc tho HJJ>rJBY PAUK 

A:--:-;nc·rA'rtoN, in tho County of' J)elnwnre," nnd "A. Supple
nwnt to nn Ac,t,,'' entit.led "An 1\ct, to incorpornte the 
H11>1,1•:Y PAHK AHsooJA'l'ION," npprovcd twenty-sixth day 
of .May, one .thousnnd eight hundred nnd seventy-one, 
u~ t.lw Hnnw rcmnin on file in this office. 

In tc14imony whcr(lof I hnvc hereunto set n1y huud and 
c•nu~c<l tho scnl of' tho Sc~rctnry's Office to be affixed, the 
dny nnd yenr nbove written. 

• • 
A. C. HJ~INOI-IL, 

r.Deputy Secretary of the Coni1nonweatth. 



On the I 9th of October, 187 2, a large number of gentlemen connected 
with the Press of Philadelphia, and with the leading business interests 
of the City, visited RIDLEY, T~eir opinion of the undertaking may 
he found in the following newspaper and magazine extracts: 

Within two mifos of Chester wo 
roached that most audacious of modern• 
isms, tho PRrk town or Ridley. 

Wo dofy Rny thinking man, oven t\10 
most detormined antiquarian, to rnfu110 
bis intorost to t.hat most rasdnating of 
ninoteonth-contury concoplions, tho 
planting of a )andscapo gnrden thnt 
shnH Jikewist\ be a city. 

The finest of old citioA arc tho ncc1·0-
tions of accident, ancl only now nnd 
t,hen do thoy include happy effocts-nn 
Edin borough with colonnaded terraces, 
n Oonoa rising in a theatre frorn the 
Rea. Usually, nftor tho cnpittll becomes 
wealthy, a· Tfaussmann of ono kind or 
nnother has to be sent for to rORrrango 
the ill-judged furniture and re-upholslor 
tho confused ornamonts. nut suppose 
tho upholsterer is 11ont Cor in tho first 
instance, and allowed to arrange tho 
town, at1 Shonstono planted tho Lei\• 
aowos? Why, he is a 'rurnor, p:linting 
with real rorost.s nnd rcl\l watorfnlle I 
He takes from his palette a ln.ko and sits 
it. on·tho foreground, whore yon,Jer dank 

' (10) 

meadow n.nd 11tngnant 11trollln nro lying: 
t\10 lovnly villas dip thoir rofioclions into 
it in n cro11cent. Behind their hme\11 
nntl gahlcs rise the dl\rk velvet groves. 
Throadod avenues or plane trees nnd 
hemlock nre soon stealing away around 
tlio hills to more aooludorl homes nnrl 
more muAica1 wat.ori,, Hero, in tl10 

centro, he eets tho city square, tho town• 
hall of dazzling marble I all tho wind• 
ing lanes l\nd dcecondinR terraces some
how arrive at this public and splendid 
muclous. Aloft,, on tho highest knoll, 
among tho tondercst folingo, against the 
deepest sky, ho pl\ints tho 11piro with it. 
chime of ovoning bolls, Thie is no (l\n• 

tMtio dronm, but is tho deliberate plan 
or Ri<lloy Park. Tho fame of th<1 ex• 
JlOrimont has alroatly spread to other 
locnlilies, nnd the Park hM boon thus 
dcscribod by tho Bosfotl Adverti,tr: 
11 \Vhon l11<1 lino or tho road waa aoloctod, 
flvo hundred aorcs of )and wore chosen 
bolw08n tho villngo of Dnrhy and tho 
town of Chester for a new ornamental 
town. No land near Ph\ladolphla 
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could offor n. more allractivo plnco. It 
is high, gi\'ing pleasant. views o( tho 
Dolawaro Rivor nnd tho lower country, 
is divorsifiod with hill and tlolo, and 
hns sovoral lnrgo nncl pcrrnnnent brooks 
traversing valleys, 'rho plans provi<le 
ror converting those brooks and valleys 
into ponds with vory bonutitul butlince, 
nnd largo aroas nonr them aro givon to 
tho public as commons and parks; a 
park of twenty acres and a comotory of 
Mtcen acres aro Jnld out in a tasteful 
m1urnor: tho roads, avenues nml side
walks aro wiilo, nnd will bo mndo in 
most thorough mnnnor an!} planted with 
n. variety or troos. '!'ho land ie thon 
clivldod Into lots or difforont sizes, The 
Asaocintion will not only lay out tho 
land in this libornl wn.y, giving nbout 
ono-hnlf of thoir original purchase in 
roads nnd public groundB, planting 
trees nnd ahrubbory, supplying nrtificinl 
water, tho heat of roa,ls, etc., but. thoy 
proposo to IRy Mtdo I\ proper porcontngo 
from tho sales of Iota to create n per-· 
manont fund for prosor\'ing nnd adding 
to tho public honntles of tho place, This 
fund cnn novor bo used for tho in• 
trodttction of wator nnd g~•s or to roduco 
tnxos, but must over remain na I\ gunr
nntoo, the proporty of tho landholdors, 
to 0111111ro tho prosor\'ation 1md mnin
tonnnco of tho p~tblic property ns tirBt 
plannod nnd In.id out. It noeds Lut 
little imaiJnl\tion for our rondorB to see 

A eoloct c:ompnny of gonUemon, 
roprosonting tho morcnntilo, mann(l\c• 
turing and railrond inlorost of Philatlol
phin, nrcompanied by proprietors and 
roprosontativcs of tho press, assistoll on 
Saturdny in tho opening of tho llarby 
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thnt such n village or town must secure 
a most desirable class of population, 
and become overy year more agreoablo 
ns a home, Nothing in this plan ia to 
ho loft. to chnnco, Tho centre or tho 
town is settled, nnd sites selected for 
tho town-hall, churches, hotel, school
houses, stores, lumber and coal yar:ds, 
and ovory business want; and all these 
points are connected with ench other 
nnd tho station by ronds which take 
tho noaroi-t lines, somo strnigl,t, some 
curve,), all adapted to tho shape or tbo 
ground, and nll following tho nntural 
nnd OI\BiesL lines of tr1wol,11 

Tho plnn of Ridley Pnrk hl\s been 
confided to ono of the n':>lost Jandscape
gnrdoner11 in tho country-Mr, Robert 
Morris Copoln.nd, n Hanar,t grndun.to 
nnd citizen of Boston, but now for a 
long time resident on the spot ho ia im
proving. 

A little judicious rustic-work has 
transfor111od tho farmhouse assigned tor 
tho Suporlntomlent's reaidonco into n. 
beautiful vino-olnd ohRlot, l\nd ho lma 
surroundo<l it with spnoioue nnd rRro 
flower-bods, which look liko Mthedral 
windows lying on tho ground. Tho 
railwn.y•station, oven, nt Ridloy Pnrk 
is I\ novol and interesting piece or nr
chllecturo, briltging tho wholo breR<lth 
of tho roac1, pro,•hled with olovators 
Cor tho baggage, and ranoifnlly sheeted 
,vlt h alRto. 

imprO\'OlUOnls of tho PhilRdelphir... wn. 
mington nnd Dnltimoro ~tailror,d, nnd 
tho inauguration or tho Ridley I1ark As
sol'iation on tho lino of tho new road, 
1'ho Uailroad Company luwe hRd, for 
sotue timo past, in contemplation tho 



occupation of tho ~1igh grounds thl\t 
border tho Dc,laware, by a new Rnd 
moro direct track from Oray'a 1''erry to 
Cheater, that woul<l, aside frorn the 
saving c.,f distance, give them a local 
traffic which is now so lnrgoly sought 
after by our great lines, To encourage 
tbla movement, land asaocil\tiona luwo 
boon organized along tl10 lino or tho 
routo, which cannot fail lo secure tho 
promised benefits, 'l'wo of thoao en
torpriaos were visited by tho party of 
lnapection-Shnron Hill l\nd Ridley 
Park. To tho latter we desire in this 
place to direct epecinl attention, for it 

· was in their intereet, and under their 
auspices, that tho excursion was orgnn
ized. Witllin twenty minutes' ride or 
Droad nnd Primo, on a uew road, con
structed on a solid superstructure, of good 
nMurnl bRSe, and with double track or 
stool rnila, the fanilitios of movoment to 
and fro will be, when tho road ie opened 
to tho public, unoxcelled, if equalled, 

Occupying tho tho ridge nf land bor
dering tho nelnwnro, ono mil6 from ils 
bank,., an<l one hundred root above Udo• 
water, l\nd enclosing six hundred acres, 
tho Ridley Park presents everything 
thnt conducoe to tho comrort and 
plol\suro of residents. At a bol\vy ox
pondituro or moans, aided•l,y tho goniua 
and oxecutivo ability or H, M, eopeland, 
Esq,, tho well-known ongineor nnd 
Brchiloct, they havo constructed brol\J, 
winding and solid avenues, l,enuUful 
lakes and Wl\torfalls; havo plauto,l 
pl\rterres of flowers, erected rustic n nd 
solid bridgos over wator-couraos and 
chums; planted tho mulberry, maple, 
locust, choatnut, and the vRrlod classes 
of nrborro tlu\l go to mako cool sluido, 
and in all seasons diverse l\nd exquisite 
colors. 'fhe viewa from different points 
are beyond moMuro beautiful, With a 
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scope or river view from below Chester, 
four miles down the river paat Tinicum, 
around tho head, and up to tho Horao 
Shoo, wo hrwo atone glance tho pleMing 
pictnro of the vessels gliding in the 
diatanco, thnir white 11ails glistening in 
tho sunlight, whilst in tho foreground, 
lily ing nt our feet, is a vnlloy green with 
foliage, an<l al this 1eason intereporeed 
with tho brilliant, gorgeous colore or 
Autumn loBvoa. Our pen cannot por
tray a moiety of the delight wo ex
J)orion,~od in roaming over this beautirul 
spot, nor could wo express tho imagina• 
tive thougbta that crowded upon us 
when ,vo attempted to consider tho 
futuro of a location when art, directed 
by genius, lent her aid to tho adorn
ments of nnturo, Tho improvt.•monts 
already in course of construction aro 
substantial 1\0d bel\utifu), and aro <li• 
rooto,l according to tho plans of tho 
Association by the ruling intoJloct of 
tho maator spirit of tho project, Mr. 
Copeland, ably assisted hy the youthful 
l\fohitect who ia rising into fame, 'fheo• 
phllua 1,. Chan,ller, Esq, Mr. J{ennoy, 
Suporintendont Philndelphin, Wilming• 
ton nnd Daltimoro Rond, Mr. Sollers, 
Mr. l1'ullor1 and other members of tho 
Association are having erected rosi• 
deuces, that in their outer nnd inner 
constructions are models of olt'ganco 
and comfort, nn,l are but n forotl\sto of 
what will be produl·ed upon this spot, 
P1l88ing from tho western portion of tho 
Park, tho visiton proceeded to tho 
ol\lltorn side, croHing tho railroad by I\ 

hridgo to tho reeidonco of Mr. C., and 
frorn thonco to tho now hotol, jui-t com
pleted. Aft(lr nn inspection of tho 
completeness and tho attflndant com• 
forts which (uturo guosls will onjoy, and 
that, no doubt, will bo g1Bd1y availed 
or by visitors from our motropoli1 



during tho summor aoason, a repast waa 
spread in tho dining-room that savored 
ot the liberality o( our. hosts, and was 
hut another instance or the pleasurable 
enjoyment or our visit. 

Mr, Copolnnd being called upon by 
tho Proaidont, B. M. Felton, Esq,, gM•e, 
in a fervid, graphic address, filled with· 
pictures or tho past, present and futnro, 
his views. It would be idle to attempt 
a sketch of a spoooh that glowed with 
{nets, figures and imagery with an en
thusiasm that was su1taino1l by an nrrny 
of unqnostionod facts. llo carved upon 
tho mind of ovory hoaror now thoughte 
of liro and purpose that will boar a 
lasting impress. 

Elsowhoro we glvo an account of tho 
visit or a number or gentlemen, on Oat• 
urda.y, to tho n,w suburban town of 
Ridley Park, on tho new improvod 
lino of tho Philadolrhia, Wilmington. 
nnd Bnltimoro Rnilroad. Mr. Cope• 
lnnd, in his addrou on this oconaion, 
though expressing tho opinion that 
Philadelphia wouM support himaolr 
and tho gontlomen ho repr08onts in 
thoir comm1mdablo enterprise, almost 
conre11o(l, n~ertholeas, tlial precedent 
soa1'cot1 gavo the right to indulgo in 
such a hope. Ho instance<! tbe sub
urban towns or tho J<~Ratorn cities, and 
61\ill that if Ridloy Park was 1\8 near 
Do1ton-indeed, RB near any olhor city 
-as it ia to Philadelphia, there could 
bo no doubt or ita aucceu, We belio,•e, 
howovor, thnt tho old•Cogy spirit, whkh 
has so long hung upon our city ia dying 
out, amt thl\t tho poorle nro beginning 
to undoratand that unless wo utterly 
throw It off wo shall ho distanced in 

• tho groat rnco. 'fhe railroad tompany 
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Time flow swiftly in such delights, 
and wo were calte11 to home thought, by 
tho commands of Mr, J{enney. With 
many he1ntfelt, good wishes · to Mr. 
Copeland, and tho ruturo prosperity or 
Ridley Park, wo returned to the train, 
Tho parting was in consonance with 
tho spirit or tho trip. Three hearty 
cheers (or Mr. Copeland waa our 
farewell, and we trust their echoes will 
long linger in the memory or Mr. 0., 
assuring him of an interest that was 
awakened in tho hearts or his visito?ll, 
that will no doubt boar fruit in coming 
time. 

offer suporior advantages to Ridley 
l'ark and all the stations along tho new 
route, and wo feel satisfied that when 
the importance, indeed, tho necessity 1 

or such suburban towns as Ridley must 
bo, is understood, tho responses will bo 
nll that tho directors doairo. Ridley 
will givo its rosidenta all the comforta 
and none of the discomforts of tho city, 
It will bo tho country homo, with all the 
advnntr,ges of a city residence, It will 
welcome the poor mnn ns well ns tho 
rich. Its flowers, its p1Uk1 its lnkes, ita 
trees, its wRlks, nnd ita wnterf alls, will 
l,o tho cotnmon property of all, Its 
nim is to bo beautiful ns well na com• 
forloble. No man will ho nllowod to 
build an un11ightly strnclure, Every 
plnn must bo submitted to tho nrchitoct 
and lRndscapo gRrdonor. Hourly or 
hnlf-hourly trninR will connect it with 
u11 1 nnd up to 1 o'clock A. M. there 
will bo ronvonionces lo roach it. Both 
by wntor nnd by lnnd wo shnll bo ahlo 
lo go to this delightful apot. HeRlth is 



assured by a complete system of drnine, 
tho water is excellent nnd plentiful, 
the climate is delightful, for, as Mr. 
Copeland said, ,i Summer lingers long 
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in the lnp of auh-.mn.'' tho lots aro 
cheap, and farmers abound in tho vi
cinity. 

Inq11,l,1•m•. 

O1•ENINO o•· A N1-;,v RoAi,-A DI-!· 
l.IGUTFUJ, RESORT, CON\'EStt:ST OF AC· 

OESS TO rnE C1rr .-An umbor of guests, 
througb an invitation extended by the 
Uidley Park Association, embarked nl 
noon last Satur.Jay on ,upecial trnin at 
the depot of the Phihulolphin, Wilming
ton and Bnltimoro Railroad, tho occn• 
eion being tho opening of n now road 
to Uidloy l'nrk, which is to ho to tho 
PhilndolJlhia, Wilmington anti llnlti• 
more Railroad Company what Bryn 
Mawr is to tho Ponnsylvnnia, nnd 
Germantown and Chestnut Hill is to 
the Reading Road, 

Ridley Park consists of six hundred 
aoros, which wero selected two yel\rs 
ago, when tho Philntlelphia, Wilming• 
ton nncl Dnllimoro Railroad first clo
dded to change its location, and only 
in July, 1871, was tho first blow struck 
by pick or ebovol, an•l tho change thllt 
hne tnkon pince in thnt ~hort spnco of 
titno is truly romarknblc. Smnll lots, 
for those whoso mcnn11 11ormit only l\o 

small expenditure, nro grouped in tho 

vicinity of tho public grounds, so tlrnt 
tho largest n umhor of persons can enjoy 
them, Every part of tho town has 
been laid <''lt for com•onionce nnd 
beauty. Ono-third of tho land is given 
ttp to tho public in nvonucs, greons, 
pMks, commons and artificial wntor. 
Most of tho roads nnd 1wenues l\fO fot'ly 
foot wide between tho sidown)ke. 

'l'he streets aro planted with different 
kinds of trees, so selected ne to secnre 
tho grontest vr.rioty, and when com
plctc1I will cost $16,000 per mile. Tho 
Ridley l 11uk lnnil is well supplied with 
springs. A now hotel hns been erected, 
with ttrnplo nccommodntfon, from which 
n splendid view cnn ho hnd of the 
Dolawaro River, 

'l'ho master spirit in 11\ying out nnd 
pltmning this now l\nil beautiful sub
urban resort is Mr. Hobert Morris 
Copolnnd. J lo has tlevotc«l hia timo 
nncl genius to this ontorprise, nnd thoso 
prosont on 1-faturdny can attest tho nd
mirRblo tMte and judgmont displayed 
hy hi111. 

A LASDSCAl'B 'l'ows.-Hardly nny i of both. 'l'ho country h1,s n sweet, puro 
of many lnte urbnn designs hns moro to j air, groat fields of greonory, tho rustling 
cornmenJ it •hn11 that wl,ich aims to I of mnbrngooua lreoe, tho tinkle or fnll-
blond tho nd,•antnges of city l\Dll ing wRtor, nbundant vorge nntl mnrgin, 
country lire, and onhnnco tho nttrnc- spnco for ornntnont and reJnxntion. 
Uone whilo dropping tho clienrlvnntnges 'l'ho city has streets, good walks, nenr 



markets, libraries, houses provided with 
evory 111odern convenience and society. 
As the latter misses the room, tho air, 
the vegetation of the former, so tho 
first is without the social intercourse, 
the ornament and luxury of tho latter. 
The Inst essay of practical sociology is 
to inf use the one in the other; to blend 
all the advantages ·while eliminating 
all of the incongruities or inconven
iences of either. The essay Jins been 
made, and is progressing in various 
ways at various points. 1'hat at Rid
ley Park is tho most advanced near 
Philadelphia. 

The first necessity in every under
taking of this description is that tho 
town shall be all but a continuntion of 
the city. It must be so near that while 
maintaining ita country nature, it does 
not lo.se its city feature. Ridley Park 
is only nine miles from the Post Oflke, 
and but four frotn the limits of Phila
delphia. H must have good air and 
drainage. Hidloy Park is on a gravelly 
soil, one hundred feet. above the river, 
and with no mountains to bar tho 
breezes. 

It must, be susooptiblo of being 
moulded to one homogeneous and 
artistic design. with ns many natural 
adjuv1rnts ~nd ns few natural or tuti
fioial obstRcles ns pouiblo. Ridley 
Park, comprising six hundred ncros, 
wu purohnsed e,i block, and so released 
from aU of tho latter drawhacks. It 
could be fashioned so ae to utilize every 
advantage its site possess6d, and hns 
been, These natural a<lvantages nro 
the elevation, tho proximity to the city, 
the ea,o and completeness of transporta
tion, tho strong, porous soil, the fino 
landscape, the abundance of water. 
Having these prime essentials to work , 
with, Mr. Copeland, tho artist, has / 
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Rhown what knowledge tind taste, 
llided by meaus, can do toward creating 
a 11erfcct town, 

Accepting tho Darhy irnprovem(lnt, 
of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
Baltimore Railroad for tho hnrkbone 
of the Park, cutting itsouthwestwardly. 
the main portion lies on lhe west side, 
and is divided at right angles to tlw • rond by Swarthmore } -. ·-rtUe, tlint is 
also continued on the cast of tlie mil
road. ]Udley Avenue subetnntially 
follows tho west side of the railway as 
Hinckley A venue does tho < ast Some 
fourteen streets and avenues are entere,I 
from Ridley, all having a general trend 
to the west. Ilut while there is this 
general unity, it is the diversity lying 
under that makes one of tho great 
charms of tho pince. Excepting near 
the intersection of Ridloy aud Swarth
more Avenues, and le!<~ nt other point11, 
U10 right angle has Leen sacrificed to 
the curve. And everywhere within 
tho limits of the I own artificial lakes 
and ponds havo been created ; great 
avenues constructed on the McAdam 
system; brllncb roads and patb11 Jed in 
a ma1.e that is soon le11r11ed; the old 
trees retained: young 1•hrntations set 
and a fine sward prepare,!. from tlie 
second story windows of houses already 
erected tl10 Delaware is vi11ible, and its 
commerce can be clearly seen ; while 
the view reaches far beyond, explores 
a remote horizon on every side, nnd 
includNI the outskirts of PhiladelJ)hia. 
Quito one-third of tbe six hundred acres 
purchased two years ago and now ar
ranged for sale, is surrendered to water, 
parks, commons, dri\•es and rambl8$; 
and tbe Nadshlos art partially, and to 
be wholly, bordere<l with trees, 'J'here 
are no fonl'e&, because tl1e duuter for
bids cAttle running at large. A lurnd-
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eome hotel and •evoral ornate residences 
have beon built, and many more will 
go up the coming season. 

Tho idea of the l1ark 1 as descrihed by 
Mr. Copeland, the artist, is to enable 
men of small means to C-.,roish them
~eh•es with ht,mes having the luxuries 
that otherwise can be reached only by 
the wealthy. The finished roads and 
paths: the ponds and lakes and foun
l'lins; the groves and no wer-bods ; the 
strekhing views and fine air-become 
tho property in commonalty of every 
purchaser. Tho lots, varying in size, 
vary in price, but are witbin tho reach 
of moderate incomes. Tliero are access
ible quarrh:s, and all of the other ma
terial needed can bo brought over tho 
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Balti
more Railroad at one-half the usual 
freight, while a free ticket between tho 
dty and l1ark for one ye11,r is given for 
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every thousand dollars oxpen,led up to 
ten. The charter gives tho inhabit.anti 
absolute control over their surround• 
ings, and they will have a hundred 
thousand acres of ntlracli,•e landscape 
contained in every deed. 

1rhe11e general facts of the new town 
convey what is most essential to b& 
known, and should and undoubtedly 
will stirnulate interest and attract pop• 
ulation, The topography of the place i 
its accessibility and h«?nlth; the ad van• 
tnges insured in economy, society nnd 
scenery ; the certainty that much of the 
distance bot ween Philadelphia and 
Chester will bo similarly improved and 
made to compote with suburban pto• 
gross in other directions-all struck 
tho company who attended the formal 
opening S:tturday I and, without disscnti 
commended tho general design and 
details that were explained to thorn. 

Even/Hf/ Bulletfn. 

A NEw Sununs.-'fho opening of 
tho new track of the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington and Baltimore Road, over 
which tho first pnasenger train passed 
on Saturday last, discloses to Philadel
phia a new suburban town, destined to 
exercise a largo influence, both directly 
and indirectly, upon the question of 
residence in this city. 

Our radiating lines of railroad are 
beginning to develop tho capacity of 
the aurrounding country to supply 
many beautiful and convenient places 
of residence, within eaBy access to the 
city, and on nearly all of these, towns 
are to spring up which. will in time 
surround Philadelphia, ns Boston is 
now surrounded, with . raral scttlo
ment.s, which will roach inwa·rd 1\8 the 

great city reaches outward, until tbe 
one becomes the complete outer cir• 
cumferonce of tho solid centre ·of tho 
other, 

On tho new lino of road to Oheflter, 
and about nine miles from tho Oray'a 
Ferry bridge, somo of tho gentlemen 
interested in tho road, following the 
cxamJllo of tho projectors of tho rapidly 
growing settlement of Bryn Mawr, on 
tho l'ennsyl\'ania Railroad1 have plantl 
od a new town, which they have called 
Ridley Park, They have chosen a 
tract of about six hundred acres of 
beautifully diversified country, com~ 
manding a sweeping view of the Doll\~ 
ware, high and healthy in its location, 
situated on ono of the best turnpike 
roads in tho country, and bisected by 



the new line o( railroad. Here they 
have been at work for a year past, 
transforming plain Delawnre County 
(l\rms into the harmonious design of a 
superb Park. Fine roads, beautiful 
artificial lakes, groves and avenues of 
shade trees, parterres of flowers and 
11hrnbbery are among the attractions 
which are springing up under tho mas
ter hand of Mr. Copeland, a gentleman 
whoso cultivated tastes, and broad, far
renching views and large experience in 
his profcasion aro so many guarantees 
of tho complete future success of an 
undertaking which has already as
sumed shape and form with almost 
magical rapidity, 

Ridley Park is laid out in lots of 
various shapes and sizes, affording to 
deb and poor alike the opportunity of 
a residence where tho important work 
of adornment and landscape gardening 
is already done by a moat skillful hand i 
where quick, cheap and constant com
munication witl1 the city, and a simple 
and economical system or eelf-govcrn-
10ent, will secure to every resident 
equal rights and the full enjoyment by 
the humblest resident or all the advan
tage& obtained by the most wealthy. 
'.fhe millionaire may plant his villa, 
and, the honest mocbanio his pretty 
cottage, at Ridley Park, and both will 
breathe tho aamo pure air, enjoy the 
qamo scenery, and derive the same 
political and domestic benefit~, and 
have the same opportunity to roar their 
families in freedom and h~alth, 

Already a number or handsome resi• 
doncoa are approaching completion at 
Ridley Park, The Aaaociation has 
built a fine hotel, and the Railroad 
Company is erecting a station tl~al is to 
span the track, and to bo ono or the 
model structures oC tho country in the 
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way of railroad urchiteclure. And as 
Philadelphia grows in numbers and 
wealth ; as cW:-,ens of high and humble 
degree, alike prospering upon the in
dustriea of the great city, are ·turning 
their attention, more and more, to the 
question of extra mural residence, 1mcb 
ehtorprises as the Ritlley Park Asso
ciation will multiply in all directions. 
'l1his particular enterprise presents a 
peculiar combination or advantage~ na
tural and artificial, and tho energy and 
skilled sagacity that have been applied 
to its development bavo enabled ita 
projectors to ho so far beforehand wilb 
it, that the now tracks of the Philadel
phia, Wilmington and Baltimore Road 
will open to tho public, not tho hare 
stage upon whi41h tho scenes of a new 
town are hereafter to be displayed, but a 
stage already set with its scenes, and 
ready for the living actors to enter and 
J>erform their parts, 

Tho effect upon the socfal and 
political health of a large city, produced 
by the planting of such suh•communilies 
around it as aro contemplated at Ridley 
and other similar places, is most whole
some and purifying. Such communitioa 
are apt to exert a steadily recuperating 
force upon Republican institutions as 
they exist in our largo cities. Men 
best learn what pure Republicanitm, 
in its broad sense, is, when t~oy see and 
take part in it among the simpler and 
purer influences or a rural or surhurban 
uro; and they bring those lessons back 
with them to improsa them upon their 
city life. And as the country con~ 
\inually Ceeds tho town with ita material 
producta, so tho cultivated, progreasivt, 
enlightened rural community supplies 
tho best social and political elements to 
renew and fortify tho body politic, u 
it becomes onreobled and dopreaaed by 



tl,e burdens and temptations which nro 
ihseparable frorn all greAt cities, And 
therefore we wish abundant success to 
Hidley Park, anti to all kindred enter
l'rises; and therefore we invite rich am] 

- 'fhe constl'action of the now line or 
the Philtvfolphia, Wilmington and 
Baltimore Hailrond hns opened up a 
new and beautiful country for subur
ban residences to people of moderate 
means. Several towns have already 
heea laid out, and an inspection or the 
improvcmonbl on Otte of these-Ridley 
Park-was the occasion of the special 
train sent over tho road on Saturday. 
Ridley Park is situated about ten trtilcs 
from the Broad and Primo street depot. 
The now lino of railway runs through 
it, tho principal station being in nhout 
the centre of the town. This station is 
to ho quite nn ornamental structure, 
spanning tho railway on a grand high 
bridge now in coursll of construction 
over the railroad. Tho t:lot of fand 
contAins about eix hundred acres or 
utidulRting table land, breaking into 
knollsand gentle slopM, nnd n11 of it an 
average about a hundred feet above 
tide"'\Vl\ter. It overlook!! the Delaware 
for several miles, tho river being in full 
view Bt a dist4lnce of l'lbout two miles. 
1n l'lddition to th·e railwl'ly linll which 
passes through the centre or the plot, the· 
old Chester pike, which is acontinuation 
of tho DArby road, skirts the town on 
tlie 11ouU1east: and the present lino or 
the Baltimore road is a little further off 
to the south. 

Ridley Park is mentioned Rbove a11 a 
town, and it i~ a pecul~arlty of the placo : 
All a new settlemont, that it i• in one 

poor alike, who desire to realiie the 
iclea or a country life with a .city's ad• 
vantages, to turn their attention in: 
this diredion. 

most important sense a town, whilst it"is 
yet only beginning to be populate,), 
'l'ho Company which has projected the 
enterprise has been engage,) for a year 
in doing what it is usual for towns only· 
to begin to tl,itik o( doing after they have 
got beyond tho possibility or it. 'fho 
plot of ground has been laid out with 
the view, first, of taking ad,,antage or 
all tho topographical features nnd na; 
turnl · facilities or the ground for or. 
namenting it with small parks, lakes, 
waterfalls, terraces, lawn11, &o., wlikh 
are to be the common property and for
tho general pleasure of all tho inhab• 
Hant,. Second, thl\l all the roads,• 
nv~nues and stroeta shall be first-clan 
roade In the tight t1lnces,confor11tablo to 
tho contour ortho country, to secure eaay 
grades and ample drninRge. Third, tho, 
tho whole plan of the town being thus 
thought out and worked out beforehand; 
and the roada 1 parks, lakes and general 
hnprovemonta being first constructed 
conforml\bly to this plan, the whole 
effect, when hundreds of tasteful build• 
ings shall bo erected, with their flower• 
gardens and groves, must bo picturesque 
and beautiful. 
· A vast amount of this 9·ork haa 

already been done. Moro than· three 
miles of substantial macadamized street• 
and roads are already completed. A 
beautiful lake, nearly half a mite In' 
length, imd with twenty feet dep~h ot 
water, has been made by throwing 11= 
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narro,v dam aoross the outlet to a ravine 
between two slopes, the water issuing 
from the outlet making a picturesque 
waterfall. A spacious, substantial and 
handsome hot~} has been compla~ed, 
with fine largo airy rooms, having a 
splendid outlook across a lovely coun -
try, Quito a nttmber ofornatedwellings 
are in course of conetrudit>n, all of them 
promising to be elegant, but none of 
thorn beyond the reach of persons of mo
derate means, Even in the midst of the 
engineering work, of road and bridge 
building, &c., flower•beds have been 
laid out, and, on Saturday, wero in 
luxuriant bloom with the beauties of 
the fall season, This is tho work of 
the Superintendent of the Park-a 
gentleman who appears to be in love 

Tm: ENVIRONS OF PmtADEI,J>llIA
RrntEY PARK.-Few o( our citizens 
appreciate tho heauty of the scenery 
in tho environs of Philadelphia. All 
the adjacent parts o( Pennsylvania 
abound in magnificent landscapes, and 
it is Ii matter of astonishment that they 
are not more frequented by the mlllls or 
our teeming Jlopu1ation. 

It hRB, however, heretofore been the 
dream or tho successful merchant or tho 
rich banker, rather than Hie hope of tho 
man of moderate means, to enjoy the 
cbatma or sylvan solitude without 
surrendering tho business opportunities 
and the pleasures of city life; and it is 
onlyoneottbe latest triumphs of modern 
progress, achieved mainly by tho aid ot 
steam railw,ys, that can place these 
double advantages within tho grRBp of 
modest income&, 

One of tho most important movements I 
4 

with his profession as a laridsc.ape· 
gardener and constructing engineer o( 
new towns of elegant descriptions-Afr. 
Robert Morris Copeland, 

Thus it will he seen that Ridley 
Park begins-as has been said-with 
what most towns neglect until it is too 
lat<;, viz.: Constructing tho public im• 
provements which are to ensure comfort, 
convenience, health and elegance, giv
ing the occupants of a modest dwell
ing all the pleasures or those beautiful 
surroundings which are usually only at 
the command of those with large means. 
Tho enterprise is a novelty in our part 
of the country, and as such, and 
because of its genuine merit, it has been 
<lcsctibed at some length, 

in the direction described originated' in 
preparations for tho rernoval of ihetrack 
of tho main lino of the Philadelphia~ 
Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad, 
after it crosses tho bridge at Oray'e 
l•'orry, to a lino somo distance tur~her 
west than tho ono heretofore occupiedi 
this · deflection from tho old route 
continuing from tho Gray's Forry bri1gj 
to a point near Chester, Tho lino ii 
. thus shifted from tho lowlands near the 
river to a healthy and commanding 
sorpentino ridge, from one to two mil~ 
distant from the Delaware, abounding 
in alegant sites lot country residencei 
and rural towns ; and tho railway tom
pany will soon run over this pal't of th·• 
line twenty trains a day. 

On Saturday a party, . composotl 
chieflt of journlllieta from this city and 
Delaware county, and of the gentlemen 
who ha\'o organized tlie new to,vn11; 
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made a., excnrsion trip over the new 
railway line to Ridley Park. The 
novelty, liberality and ttkill dispbyed in 
the management of this enterprise cam
not fail to make a pleasing and favorable 
impression. About six hundred acres 
of land, possessing an extraordinary 
combination of natural advantages, was 
purchased one year ago ; and since that 
time so much genius and industry have 
been displayed, in a series of improve
lOenb, such as tho creation of artificial 
iakes, tho construction of miles of 
•m!i11ta11.~fal winding roads, and the 
pl.toting ,'>f forest trees, flowers and 
shrubbery, i'h!\t !Udley Park is now a 
fair counterpart of the best ·portions of 
our owu West Park, in natural diver• 
sities of hill and dale, wooded knolls 

and gentle undulations-the Delaware 
being within view, in the distance, at. 
Ridley, instead of the Schuylkill, The 
idea of the projectors of this enterprise 
is to permanently reserve a large por
tion of their original purchase for park 
purposes, and to sell off the remainder 
as sites for the residences of Pbiladol
phians, who earn modest incom_es in this 
city, but who desire to spend them 
and bring up their families amid tho 
healthful and refining influences of 
beautiful scenery, Other features of 
the plan are worthy of commendation, 
and Ridley Park promises to prove not 
only a success, but a model for imitation 
in other portions of the magnifkent. 
environs of PhilaJelphia. 

Star. 
Tl}is now town comprises about six 

hundred acres or land in a. locality as 
beautiful as any in tho State. It is 
simply superb, and if the A88ociation 
who owns its site, contrive to improve 
it as they have in tho last year, Ridloy 
Park will be one of tho most beautiful 
euburban towns in the country, Nono 
in Penn11ylvania can surpass it. 

The intention is to reserve the larger 
portion of land for park purposes, and 
to sell tho remainder as building sites 
for residences of Philadolphians wh~ 
earn moderate incomes, that they ma7 
have all the advantages of a country 
homo within forty minutes' ride of their 
place of business. It is a worthy ont.r
prise, and is bound to succeed. 

Delaioa1•e Cou11ty De1noe1•ctt, 
TnE DABBY EXTENSION OF TUE 

PllILADELPllIA, ,VILMINOTON AND 
BALTIMORE RAILBOAD-0l'ENED TO 

TRAVEL ON SATURDAY LAST.-An ex
cursion was made on tho new railroad 
route from PhUadolphia to Chester, tho 
occasion being tho opening of the road 
to passenger travel. 

At Ridley Park our train stopped, 

and the passengers took a etrol.J through 
the rouantic ravines, along tho Loanti
ful lakes, through tho golden-tinted 
groves, over tho rolling ftelds, along 
tho paved streets, and viewed with de
light the handsome vHla.e, tho flowery 
lawns, the river Dela\JAre and the city 
of Chester in tho short distance, and a 
moat beautiful and varied landscape as 

________ ....,. _______ ·-··----·-""-"''~-------------



far as nature would allow the \lision to 
Q:l:tend. This delightful Park consists 
t>f eix hundred acres of land, located, as 
i• well known, in Ridley township, 
from which it takes its name, and ie 
about two miles from Chester. Tho 
prop&rly was purchased about two years 
ngo by Samuel M. Felton, Wm. Sellers, 
John Sellers, Lindley Smyth, Wm. 
Smith. Wm. Helm, R. H. Sanborn and 
\V, W. Nevin, of Philadelphia; John 
lfarlan, of Wilmington i Mr. Tome and 
Postma.c;ter-General Creswell, of Mary
land; Nathaniel Thayer and H. S. 
Russell, of Boston. 
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Already two miles ot macadamized 
roads, 110derdrained1 are finished and 
cost$18,000 per mile. 

A lake has been made from tho waters 
of Little Crum-called Crom Lynne
a hatr mile long and twenty~ono feet 
deep. Another lake is about to be 
made, which will ho one mile long and 
twenty-one feet deep. Tho Railroad 
Station is being erected directly over 
tho track. It will, when finished, be 
a handsome building, We have not 
space•-'· present to do justice to Ridley 
Park, but will at a future writing 
describe it more fully. 

--
Plte Ga1•<lener's Montlily. 

Philadelphia has been fortunate, of 
late years, in having, on the manage
m~nt of her three leading railroad 
lines-the Pennsylvania, the Reading, 
and tho Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
'llaltimore-men or high scientific and 
refined artistic taste,, conjoined with 
eminent bueineae capacity. These men 
undorsta.nd ae it eoems never to have 
boon un~~retood before, how much can 
bo dono in landscape gardenhlg for 
this large and increasing class in the 
community; and aro laying out, in 
variou11 directions about the city, beau
tiful tracts in tho highest style oC art, 
and selling the lots in connection wilh 
these beauty spots in stich a discrim
inating way thaL even the man with 
an income or but a thousand dollars a 
year, may have not only a homo in tho 
country. but such a homo surrounded 
by the treasures of nature and art, 
which, but a very few years ago, it 
would hl\vo been presumptuous for any 
one, but who might be on the million
aire's path, to aspire to. 

Among tho movers in these enter• 
prises, tho Philadelphia, Wilmington 
and Baltimore Company is occupying 
a. front rank. The original idea of a 
railroad wa, to conneot two separate 
communities, and this line especially 
acted eo strictly under this conetructioq, 
that the road led through the cheapest 
ground, without regard · to any other 
consideration. Beautiful sitea were, Qf 
.course, ignored ; and the road was run 
through a level, marshy tract, which. 
it it were not for an occasional glimpse 
of tho beautiful Delaware, might serve 
to diacipline a sinner who rode oyer it 
ae thoroughly as a hair shirt would 
have done an ancient anchorite. 

, To remedy this the present board 
have changed the whole track, ta.king 
U through tho high ridge which rune 
parallel with tho Delaware a mile or 
two from its bank from Philadelphia to 
Chester; and laid off, at convenient 
di1tances, park towns along its lino. 
Tho road being juat finiehod, an open• 
ing trip was recently afforded to the 
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.editors of the leading Philadelphia 
: P.Rpers, and a stoppage or some time at 
the chief park, Ridley, gave us an 

. opportunity of noting some of ita lead

. ing features, The plot occupies six 
·hundred acres, and is diversified by a 
continuous succession of hill and dale, 
through which numerous creeks and 
water-courses meandered to the Deli\• 
_ware, which was, at this point., about 
._three miles away, and at this time 
bore on its boaom numerous v.essels, 
_bound for tho city, six miles above. 
The Company has been extremely for
tunate in securing thoRervicesof Robert 
Morris Copelancl as landscape gardener 
and chief engineer; who, as the author 
or 11 0ountry Homes," is well known 
and esteemed by most or our readers, 
Mr. Oopehmd has taken advantag~ o( 
these valley streams to make large and 
·beautiful lakes at pointa where their 
margins form outlines of great beauty, 
without any other Jabor than throwing 
a dam across the foot of the projected 
lake. These dams are arrauged as 
waterfalls-not as we often see mere 
mockeries of natural ones-but water• 
falls as natural and beautiful as any 
wild nature boast.a of. These l.akes and 
falls are to ·serve other purposes be
aides boating, fishing and attractive 

beauty, .. They will be tho water reser-
1oirs or the projected town, 

It is hut one year since tha under
taking was commenced, and the chiof 
work hns1 of course, be~n road making • 
These roads are some of them straight, 
some ·curved, just as the peculiarities 
of the surface or landscape efffcl re• 
quired, In various parts of the tract 
small portions of from one to Mveral 
acres are set apart for tho public parks 
or gardens; and these, with the road111 

belong to the whole people of the set
tlement, in common, In order to 
maintain those publJo portions in the 
highest conditions ot landsta1>e-garden• 
ing art, one-fifth of all tbe purchase 
money is set apart as a fund to be held 
in trust by tho railroad company per• 
petually, tho inter~st of wl1ich is to be 
used for the pur11ose. The lots are of 
nll siv.es and prices, from $200 to f 2,000, 
while tho railroad company conveys to 
and fro passengers and materiaJ for a 
considerable discount to all who build. 
It is easy to see how such projects as 
these must succeed, They are born of 
the necessities of tho times, To all 
intelligent people it is no mere poetlo 
fiction, that God made the country and 
man made the town, The only wonder 
is that it has not been r,dncecl to 1>rac• 
tical prose long before this, 


