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Tradition of Brady, the Jndlan Bunter-Letter of General L. v. Bierce to Jndge John Barr­
Letter of Bon. F. Wadsworth to Seth Day, Esq. 

. Captain Brady's escape from the Indians 
during the war of the Revolution, by jump­
ing the Cuyahoga river at Kent, is a feat 
well chronicled in border history. Thoc,e 
who exam1ne the place at this time declare 
it to be impossible, and place tbe accounts of 
it among the excusable fictions of the Indian 
wars. Such persons should take into con­
sideration the changes that have been 
wrougb t by bridges and mill-dams, and by 
the construction of the Pennsylvania and 
Ohio Canal. since the days of Brady. In 
its natural state the river ran for about a 
mi I e in w bat was an impassable gulf, even 
in low water. From a p01nt below the cot­
ton mill, nearly up to the old glass works of 
1825, or the upper village, it rushed through a 
straight, narrow channel. with natural walls 
of rock twenty to thirty feet bigh. fringed 
with overhan~ing trees. In many places the 
breadth was not much greater than the 
depth. When the river was in a flood the 
water was very deep, <:ou~sing swiftly 
through the dark chasm, with resistless pow­
er, made more sombre by its chocolate color. 
This chasm was produced by the wearing 
action of the water upon the rocks during 
incompreh~nsible periods of time. ln the 
lower part of the present village, there must 
have beeu in the early ages a cataract tweuty 
or thirty feet high over the edge of the con­
glomerate. Particle by pal"ticle it has been 
carried away, the channel recedmg up 
stream, until 1t let off the W3.ter from a nat­
ural basin above the old vil1age, through a 
cut merely wide enough for the discharge of 
a full river. A short distance above the 
present t>ridg~ at .l\'Iain street, there was left 
standing a natural column of rock int.he 
middle of the channel, with a dwarf pine 

on the top, known as the "Standing Stone." 
It was nearly round, its surface oearJv on 
the level with tbe banks, and not quite as 
lar~e around as a bay-stack. The waters 
surging hy 1t, slowly wore away its base; 
but it was still st.t·ong and firm. when the 
Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal was construct­
ed. The en!?ineers made stack water of this 
portion of the gorge, by meanc; of a dam and 
locks. They demolished the "Stanaing· 
Stone," and cut down the craggy edg~ of 
the east bank fur a tow pai:b. This accounts 
for the apparent impossibility of a can 
jumping the Cuyahoga at this point. 

In the earliest histnry, this place, the 
"Standing Stene,,, a name suggested by the 
natu'ral monument wbicll I have described, 
was well kn'-)wn as the crossing place of an 
'lncient Indian trail, leadin~ from the Ohio 
river at the mouth of Bea.ver, up that stream 
and up the Mahoning river, ovP.r the Sum~ 
m1t, a short distance south of Ravenna, 
down the Breakneck creeK, to a ford over a 
ripple in the upper village. From there the 
Indian road bad two main branches. One 
l_ed north, directlv. to the Cuyaboga, at the 
mouth of Tinker's Creek; the other contin­
ued through Stow near the centre, pa.st 
Cuyahoga .li'alls, to the • 'Old Portage," three 
nnies north of Akron. Here the great trall, 
or "carrying place," from the Tuscarawas 
came to the Cuyahoga river from the south. 
and from thence there was free navig-atk,n 
for canoes to the lake at Uleveland. These 
were well beaten rarhs used by Indians and 
traders, on foot and with ponies, visible long 
after tbe settlement of the q_ountry in places, 
where the forest had not been cut away. The 
first road from the western part of :Portage 
county to Ravenna, crossed at the upper 



BATTLE AT BRADY'S LAKE. 

ford, near where the red man had his cross- the Northwestern Territory. Amongst oth .. 
ing; but eventuai1v a more direct route be- er things, you said you had been applied to 
came necessary, and a bridge was built near by some gentleman, (from Philadelphia, per­
the spot of ''Brady's leap," because here it haps,) that be bad once called on you at Ra­
was most narrow. Before the bridge there venna, to get. if possible, soll!e history of 
was a crossing for foot passengeFS, on a tree Brady's expedition into the Indian country, 
fe11ed across the cbasm. On the eastern pdrticalarly his much talked of leap across 
bank, the shelving rock just above the bridge the Cuyahoga river. You said that on ii;iqui­
had fallen, forming a pile of rough stones ry amongst the oldest settlers in Franklin 
with bushes gyowing- out of the crevices. township, in your county, where the leap 
The stringers of the :first bridge were said was said to have been made, you could learn 
to be twenty-seven feet long. nothing satisfactory about it. I promised 

With these explanations, the impossibility you on my return home I would relate to 
of the leap is w1olly removed. A stout you a1l that I knew or had heard upon the 
man, stimulated by an unlined tomahawk subject, and now I sit down to do it. I will 
in the hands of a savage, or the still more certainly relate to you nothing but what I 
honid expectation of dea.th torture by fire, have heard, and nothing but what from cir­
would quickly take the risk. He is reputed cumstances which took place, I believe to be 
to have sprung from the edge of the west substantiaUv correct. Do with this con1mu­
bank, twenty-five feet above the water, and nicauon what you please. If you think it 
descending as he went, to have landed on of sufficient _ina:erest to send it to tha gentle­
the broken st0nes on the east side near the man who applied to you forinformation,you 
water lev~l. By the help of bushes and w Ill of course do so. If not destroy it. for 
roots he scrambled out of the gorge and I have received ample remuneration for the 
rea~lled "Brac1.y Lake," before bis red foes few hours I devoted to the suhject, by 1ts 
o-vertook him. bringing fresh to my recoller.tion circum 

The letters of Gen. Bierce and Mr. Wads- stances which had transpired more tharr'half 
worth explain the principal incidents of a centnry ago. 
this, the most exciting foot race yet ·clrron- I find t:Cere is some little confusion in my 
icled in Northern Ohio. c. w. reco1lection of the cause given me for Bra-

GENERAL BIERCE'S LETTER. dy's deadly hostility to the Indians; but in 
Judge Barr, Cleveland: substance what I give you is correct. Per-

The numerous traditions respecting m.it me to sav that this is the first time I ever 
'·'Brady's Leap" acro~s the Cuy5t~oga river, thought of placing these transactions on pa­
and mauy other "hau breadth escapes" and per. 
adventures of that old frontiersman grow In the year 1802 I went to Pittsburg and 
more and more vague and conflicting, with resided there three or tour years.· Brady (I 
lapi::e of time. believe his christian rame was Samuel) died 

Even those which have been published at a number of years before (six or eight years, 
vario~1s times in the newspapers and else- if I am not mistaken,) but from h;s very no­
where, do not agree with each other, rior ted character as an Indian hunter, he was 
with the most reiiable oral tradition. The much talked about, and I soon became very 
following, the origin of whi~h is explained, much interestec in his history, and became 
has been kindly furmsbed me by F. Wads- acquainted wit!:i a man by the name of John 
worth, Esq. It is unnecessary to say that Sumerall, who had fot a longtime resided in 
Mr. Wadsworth has faitl:.fully given what he Pittsburg. He was _an intelligent, observing 
learned by his own investh!ation, and it man, and had been sn intimate friend of Bra­
seems probable, that bis sources of informa- dy. He describ1 ~d Br~dy as not being uncom­
tion are as worthy of confidnice as any that ~only large, bt~~ as a powerful st~o?g- ma.n; 
have been accessible since the death of the kind,hearted, b,.!t an~ un:Ollipromis1ng a11:d 
actor himscJf. }Ir. Day, to whom the letter ~ead1y enemy tc, the 1ndians. He gav~ this 
is addressed, settled in Ohio, I believe, in i 1n ~u°t'stan~e_, as the reason for Bn:dy s un-
1800; Mr. Wadsworth in 1802. Yours, re- 1 dying host1hty to t~e whole Indian J'!lCe: 
spectfully L. v. BIERCE. I W:hen Brady ~as quite a yout~ he hved 

' with some of his father's cocnect10ns, an un-
MR. WADSWORTH'S LETTER. j cle perhaps, somewhere 1n Pennsylvania. 

A.KRON, Feb. 26. 1856. i The Ii:.dians made an incursion on the sectle-
Seth Day, Esq. : - I ment and killed almost the whole of the 

}IY D~AR Sm-During the two very 1 families "here he resided. He esi!aped by 
pleasant aays we spent together last week in I some means, and then swore eterrial e11mity 
going to and from l >ittsburg, among other !' to the whole Indian race. Durmg bis whole 
topics of conversation, was the first settle- after life be never forgot his oath. I believe 
ment of Ohio; for both you and myself were , none of the family were taken prisoners ex­
residents of Ohio whilst it was yet a part of [ cepting a boy, who had been taken when 
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quite an infant into the family and adopted the blade had rusted off, so that it was only 
as a son. His name was Simon Girty, and six or eight inehes Ion~. I left the sword 
as he was not found with the others that with J onatban Sloane, Esq., at Rave.wna, 
were killed, he was supposed to have been with a promise ~hat 1t should be kept safe. 
carried ofl: by the Indians, which afterwards .A few years afterwards, on inquiring of Mr. 
proved to be correct. · Sloane, the sword cou~a not be found. 

I have listened with intense interest to I did suppose Jou were with us when we 
Sumerall's relations of the incidents attend- made the examination, but you inform me 
ing on Brady's excursir,n3 into the IndiaL you was not. You recollect seeing the 
country, and of his desperate and "deadly swurd at Mr. Sloane's. 
:fig-hts with the Indians. When there was The lake was named partly from this 
open war between the whites and the Ind1- fight, and from Brady's having at another 
ans, Brady woulrl sometimes bring in Indian time secreted himself from the Indians in~ it. 
prisoners, but in times of peace he al- I will give you the history of this transac­
ways killed them. He was arrested and tried tion as related to me by Sumerall. I cannot 
two or three times in Western Pennsyl van fa pretend to give the dates, although in every 
for Ki11mg Indians ir. times of peace, and al- transaction related to me by Sumerall, he 
though the proof was positive against him, gave the year in whicn they took place. 
he was al •vays permitted to escape without Brady started from Pittsburg or its neigh-
severe punishment. borhooa with a small force with him, not 

Sumerall gave me the history of a more than three or four. He preferred al­
number of fights which Brady had ways to go alone, or to have but one or two 
with the Indians, on what is· now calie<l -.,vith him, although at times he was per­
Brady'::, Run and Brady Hill, in the west- suaded to have a much larger force. He 
ern part of Pennsylvania, m Beaver eounty. started ou a scout toward the Sandusky vil­
But fr'>m the length of time which has ]ages, and had arrived in their neigbbor­
elapsed, I cannot call the circumstances hood, when he was discovered by a party 
with sufficient distinctness to my recollec- of ten or twelve Indians, and after a sharp 
tion to relate them. He at;o related to me fight he was taken prisoner. Those that 
the circumstances attending a number of were with him were killed, ·and five or six 
fights he had, in what is now Portage coun- of the Indians. Brady was taken to the 
ty, Ohio. There is a small fake in the town- Sandusky villa~~es; and as be was, and had 
ship of Franklin, Portage co::mty, 0., which been for years, the most noted and feared 
still retains the name of Brady's Lake. white man, there was great rejoicing 
Sumerall gave me many of the particular amongst the Indians at the capture of B:ta­
transactions of a hattle Br::,,dy had with tbe dy, and great preparations and parade were 
Indians immediately on tin so'J.th side of made for torturmg him. Runner$ '\vere 
that lake. He had collectea a fo:·ce of some sent to aU the neighboring India.M, with the 
twenty men to go with him (,.!l an expedition news that Brady was a pnsoner and every 
against the Indian3 it, the Sandusky country. Indian that !!Ot the news was there on the 
He appears not to have proceeced on this dav set for-his execution. A very large 
expedition with his usual ca~t~0n and se- body of IuJians, old and young. were col­
cresy, for the Indians by ~.orw.? means ob- lected together. Brady said that when he 
tained informati@n of his n: ovenents, and, was first taken to Sari.dusky, there was some­
with a much superior force, waylaid him at thing in one of the chiefs which s~ck him 
Brady's Lake, and cut off his almost entire very forcibly. He soon became satiefied 
force. If I mh;take not, Sumerall informed that he bad somewhere sPen him before. 
me that the whole party were killed, with And after close observation and exam1na­
the exception of Brady and one other per-

1 
tioa, he became satisfied that this person 

son. , was Simon G,rty, the boy who was brought 
A nnmber of years after I Jett Pittsburg, I up with him as a brother. He took ~he first 

went to reside at Ravenna, Portage county, opportunity he could get, to say to him that 
Oh.io, and with a number of others, I went he knew him as Simon Girty. He told him 
anJ examined at Brady's Lake, for the place who he was, and related transactions that 
where the action had oeen fought. and found took place when they ~~re boys,that he could 
the r lace to be precisely where Sumerall had not possibly have forgotten for some time. 
described it to be. immediately on the south Girty refused to know him, or even to un­
siae of the lake. By scraping the leaves and derstand a word of Engli8h; but at last be 
loose earth hWay. w~ found many human owned himself as ~imon Girty. He was at 
bones scattered over :a.n acre or two of this time a noted chief amongst the Indians, 
ground. We t~ok to Ravenna a number of and was noted as being the most savage 
skull bot.es, as well as many other human I Bmongst the savages. Another tradition of 
bones. A basket hilted sword was found; Girty, was that Brady and he were young 
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together, and intim~te acquaintances and .a mile above the present village of Franklin, 
associations; that Girty was at one time a but be found the Indians would head him, 
leader in tbP. excurs oris against the Indhns, and get. there before he could. He then 
but for some reason he lc:ft 1be whilPs, stee1ed bis course down t'he rivt.r, intending 
joined with and became a ce1ebraced and to cross It below the p1·esent vi!Iageof Frank­
savae:e chief amon!!st the Indians. Brady Im, where the bed of the river was wide,and 
plead with Girty at first to assist him to es- tbe water sha'low, but soon found h~s pur­
cape: that be could do it without the fear of suers bad beaded him there, too; and they 
detection; that from their early associations were already on the bank of thE river both 
and fr endsbip he was bound to do it.. He above and below him, and wbt>n 
used and urgt3d by every reason and argu- he got to the river, he found himself at the 
mtnt he cou,d think of to induce narrow gorge, in the now village of F'rank­
h1m to do so, but without effect. Im, and the ~ndians close on his t1a~k be­
Girty would have. but little bind him. He had not a moment to spare, 
convers:ttion with him, and refus ... d to assist ana,as it was life or death with him, he made 
~im in the least. As the time for Brady's the famou.s Brady's iea-p across the Cuya­
execution drew nigh be begged of Girty to boga river. The river, as you well know, at 
furnish him with the means to take ins own that place is, or was, very narro .v. It used 
life, and escape the tortures preparing for to be for some cdstarce, from tweri.ty-five to 
him, but a, l without effect. The time for I forty feet wide lt is, I shvuld suspose, 
his execution arrived: the fires were Jig.ilted, j from the surface of the rock to the water, 
and the excitement among the Indians be- some twenty feet; and the water is, I have 
came inten~e. Their pow-wows had com- been told, from tw~nty to thirty feet deep. 
menced, and the circ1e around bim was Many years ago, b~ing in that neighbor­
drawing closer, and be began sensib y to feel hood, I went with a man wbo lived in 
the effects of the fire. The withes which Franklin, by the name of Haymakei. to ex­
eon:fined his arms and legs were getting loose amine and satisfy myself, if I coeld, where 
by the effects of the fire, and he soon found Brady bad jumped across the Cuyahoga. 
be could at any tim.e free himself from them. Mr. Haymaker was forn1erly from the 
He watched bis opportunity, when in the neig-hborhood of Pitt~burg. Be had been 
excitement of the scene, a fine looking perscnaHy acquainted with Brady, and had 
squaw, a squaw of one of the chiefs. ven- heard him tell the story, which agreed well 
tured a little too near him for her own ~afe- with what Sumerall bad told me. We 
ty, and entirely within his reach. He. by measured the river whrr~ we suvposed the 
one powerful exertion, cleared himself from leap was macte, and foand it between twen­
_everything by which be had been confined, ty-four and twenty-six feet.; my pre~ent im­
caugbt the squaw by the head and shoulders pression is that it was a few 1nches less than 
and threw her on tbe top of the burnin!t pile, than twenty-five feet. The1e were bushes 
and in the confusion that foHowed made his ·and evergreens growing out of the 
escape. And Br-ady said when be was twen- fissures m the reek on each side of 
ty rods ahead be had no fear~ fo, the result. the stream. He jumped from the west to 
He felt the bad effects of having been confined e,iSt side; the banks on each side of the 
for a nu:nber cf days, but as he $aid, not str:2.m were nearly of tbe s:lme heigbt, the 
knowinE? what m1ght. happen, he had used flat rock on the west side descendiIIg a very 
every means ip. h1s power to keep his b)ood little from the west to the east. He caught 
in circulation during h1s confinement. Du- the bushes on the bank aud fell so:ne three 
ring the exc1tcment 0f g~tting the squaw or four or five foet before he recovererl, and 
out (!f the fire, Brady was enabled to get a got out; by this Lime the Indians were wi; bin 
considerable d1~tance ahead. The In~nns, a few rods of the river, a.:1d wnen they saw 
however, were soon in bot pursuit after him, bim on the opposite bank of t:.ie river they 
and a number of times came vtry near catch- set up a terrib e yeH; but. noue of them a.t­
iTtg him, before he arrived at the Cuyal:!oga tempt~d to foJlow in jumping the river. 
river, a distance of more than one hundred Three or four of the lttdians fired at him, 
miles from the Sandusky vi. lages. When I and wounded him shghtly in the Je~. Very 
he arrived near the Cuyahoga river, in soon Brady found that the Indians had 
Franklm, Portage county, Oh·o, (now Kent,) cros~ed the rivtr at the Standin~· Stone! in 
he found the Indians were .!!etting 'lery ho~ pnrsuit; and when he arrived at the 
near to him. He had intended t·, Lave l small lake (Brady's Lake), aboui a mile east 
crossed the Cuyahoga at a very no1.ed pface, of the Cuyaho2"a river, he found the Indians 
known as the Standing Stone, on the Ind·an were gai!:.ing on him, 3.nd as the wound In 
trail from dandu11ky to the Salt ~ pring~, a his leg- was troublin!!' him a little, be must 
few miles south of Warren, in Trumbull eii her--secrete himself 1n t.he lake or be ag-ain 
county, Oluo. The !:jtanding Stone is about taken pr1soner. He went into the lake, a:ad 
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secreted himself under water, aUlongst the 
lily pads, or pond hlies. He found a hol­
low weed which he cou.ld breathe through, 
with his head under the water. This was in 
the fore part of the day, aud he remained in 
the lake until the next morning. He heard 
the Indians about the lake all day and until 
late at night. 

The Indians followed him no farther, but 
~aid afterwards that they h 1d no doubt 
but when they shot at him across the river, 
they bad mortally wounded h;m, and that 
be nadgone into the lake and sunk, as they 
.bad tracked him into the lake but c,ou1d 
find no tracks out. 

In the fall of the year 1805, I went from 
Pittsburg to Kentucky. ~Ir. Sumera!l, the 
man ref t'rred to above, was going to Cin­
cinnati with some boats, and I embraced the 
f.:tvorable opponuni1y of going with him. 
We were eight or ten days in going from 
Pittsburg to Limestone, or l\'Iaysvil e, in 
Kf>ntucky, where I left him. It was during 
this tr1p that I heard from him the history 
·of BAaciy's expfoits,more in detail than I had 
ever l1eard before. A vcrv short distance 
be1ow \Vheelmg, V1rginfa, Mr. Sumerall 
pointed to the remains of a log cabin, on t;ie 
Ohio sid.;; c,f the river, the ro0f had fallen 
in but the bodv of the cabin was s1i!l stand­
ing. He said· that in the last Indian war 
Brady lJrougbt to that house five Indian 
priso1iers. Brady when he started on the 
expedition to d his friends at Wheeling that 
he was on an Iud 1an expedition, and sn.ould 
bring in prisoners instead of scalps. He 
was gon ~ from Wheeling some two or three 
weeks, and returned with five prisoners; an 
Indian ~nd his squaw, a eoy eight or ten 
years old, a girl five or six, and a. papoose. 
Sumera'l gave a long and very circumstan­
tial history of this expeC11tion, which I cannot 
pretend to do. Brady would suffer no one 
to. go with him. ~umerall pointed the 
direction Brady went, a little north of west 
from 1,Vhechng. He went to two Indian 
villag-es reprerente:i as being: situr1ted GD 
the west and n•)rth west si :ie of an alder 
swarep. He arrivt.:d there 1n the nigl: land 
secreted himself in the swamp,and remained 
ther!;! the whole of the next day. He saw 
where the fa!llily of five, mentioned above, 
in the evening went into a catrr.: which was 
a small distance from the other cabins in the 
vill(l,ge. In the night when all was still 
about tw~I ve or one o'clock, he went to the 
cabin, br~ke ,.pen the door, and told them 
he was Brady; that if they made the leas., 
noise he would ki 1l every one of theP1. The 
Indians knew enough of Brady, to know 
that he would do as he said. He told them 
if they would go peaceably he would take 
th£m without injury to Wheel.ng. He 

pinioned the Indian and squaw safely; made 
the squaw carry the pa!Joose, and drove 
them :tU '3ef ore him. Bractv traveled with 
his prison~rs only in the -night. He had 
selected his pla~es to sta.y durmg the dav, 
some fifteen or twenty miles apart. He was 
p~ued as he expected to be_ He had 
selected his places to stay during the day, at 
places he .could reach by traveling either up 
or down in a stream of water, a mile or two, 
so that his pursuers could not ;>ossibly track 
him. Sumera1l described tbe location of the 
viHages, the s ;vamp in front of them; the 
location of the cabin from which Brady took 
his prisoners so accurateiv that five or six 
years afterwards I was traveling through the 
the State of Ohio, in going from Mansfield, 
in Richland county, to Wooster, in Wayne 
county, (tbere were no white inhabitants be­
tween i\ilansfield and Wooster,) and I had 
not until then heard of the Indian villages of 
Green and .Jeromes Towns~ yet when I c&.me 
to those villages, Sumera!l's descr_ptio::i of 
them was so correct that I knew them at 
once, and I cou Id not have given a more 
correct descrintion of them than I had re­
cehed secondhand from Brad) five or six 
years before. 

Brody, as I had before -stated, bad a num­
ber of fights with the Indians on Brady's 
Hill and Brady's Run, in Western Pennsyl­
vania. I cannot recollect any of them with 
:::uffi.cient distin0tness to pretend to relate 
them. I, however, recollect the conclusion 
of one of t.hem, wtich, as far as figbi,ing 
was concerned, ended on Brady's Hill. He 
started from Pittsburg with three or four 
with him on an expedition towards the San­
dusk 7 villag&s, ki1Jed a number o! Indians; 
but on their way back were overtaken by the 
Ind\ans all killed or taken prisoners with .the 
exception of Brady. He succeeded in get­
ting back as far as Brady's Hill, not wound­
~d. but almost dead with fatfo:ue. SometimP. 
before he arrived there he had discovered by 
soille mea.ns that the Indians were stil I in 
pursuit of him. He was so much fatigued 
rtat he knew well if he could not by some 
means get the advantage of his pursuers he 
must oe overtaken by them before he could 
g-et back to the s~ttlemeut. And lie fell on a plan which proved successful. He se­
lecced his place, a tree blown down, of 
sufficient height to sit comfortably upon. 
He went carefully back in bis tracks for, 
say, half a mile, then turned about and 
again went in bis oid tracks to the fallen 
tree, maKing bls tracks quite plain. ~e then 
selected his place fer concealment wit.bin a 
good rifle shot distance from the fa1len tree, 
heing very careful to make no marks from 
it to his place of concealment. He said ttat 
he expected when the Indians arrived at the 
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end of his traclrs, they would stop tor con­
sultation, and would seat themselves on the 
fallen tree, which provPd to be correct. Af­
ter he had been secreted two or three houre, 
three Indians came up in hot pursuit. They 
closely examined for the continuation of his 
tracks, but not finding them they seated 
themselves on tbe fallen t.ree, as be bad ex• 
pected they would. He had selected his 
place for conceaiment. so that· be could rake 
the body of the tree with his rifle, which he 
did most effectuallv; The whole three fell 
when he fired; one was shot ~dead, and the 
other two severely wounded. He clubbed 
bis rifle, knocked one in the head? and tom­
ahawked the other, took the three scalps, 
and then proceeded slowly but safely to 
Pittsbur~. 

The present generation cannot.probably 
realize the satisfaction snd real enjoyment 
that many of tbe old pioneers and hunters 
(of .. what used to be called the Western 
country) took in huut1ng and kiUing Indians, 
in the early settlement of this country. I 
became well aGqui,nted with many of them, 
ano particularly so with Adam Poe, who 
was quite noted for his fight with, and kill­
ing the celebrated Indian chief Big Foot. I 
have often hP,ard him relat a the circum • 

stances attending that transaction. or fig ' 
· the pursuit of the Indians, his overtak· · · 
Big Fcot on the banks of the Ohio river, 
his :finally killing him in the river. . 
appeared to regret, more than for any otb­
thin g that took place, that Big Foots . 
before be could take off bis scalp. .. 

· has often showed me the scars of the woun 
he received, beil'g sh~t entirely through 
body. He was also severely wounded • 
other places, by the scalpine: knife of B · 
Foot. His relation to me of the transactio 
did not materia1ly differ from the acco .-­
you have seen pubiished. Mr. Poe was:_ 
very old .man when I was first. acquaint ·· 
with b1m, but he would become very muC;· 
excited and animated when relatine: his o] 
bunting stories. I recol1ect welf the 1 , 
time I saw him, at tne cJose of a Ion!? f!Y 
ning's conversation, when he had told 
many of his old bunting sto:ies, he put ~.·· 
band on my ~houlder and said: '' Mr W a.~ 
wortb, no man ever took more sat.isfactioi 
in hunting deer, bear, wo1ves, and buffalo 
than I have, but the greatest enjoyment:) 
ever took 1n hunting was 1n hunting I~ 
dian.-3." Yours truly, 

FRED'K WADSWORTH. 


