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INTRODUCTION. 

THE JUBILEE SERVICES, 

St. John's Church wns completed nncl solemnly 
dcdicntcd to tho Service of Goel in Jnnunry, 1832. 
It wns intcndc<l to hnvo services thnt woulcl np• 
proprintcly mn~k nnd cclebmte thnt event on tho 
exnct fiftieth nnniversnry, nnmcly, Jnnunry, 1882. 
Some steps wm·o tnken to cnuy this intention into 
effect. But ns t.lrn congregation wns without n 
pastor, nnd, us it wns found to bo somcwJrnt diffi­
cult to secure tho nttcndnnco of ministers from 
other fluids nt that busy timo of the ycnr, it ,,•ns 
flnnlly decided to wnit until October nnd thbn 
combine tho memorinl so1·viccs of tho erection of 
tho church cdiflco, with the semi-centennial nnni• 
vorsnrY services of tho organizntion of the Sundny 
School. 1'ho recently elected Pnst-0r took charge 
of tho congregnt.ion on tho fifth of February, nnd 
very soon thcrenftc1· both Pnstor and congregation 
hcgnu to look forward to, nnd mnko prepurn­
tion for tho approaching, grand jubilee. 'fho 
joyful jubilee spirit wos born in many hearts, 
·bofol'C the snows and frosts of the winter had gone, 
n11d it seemed to come forth with the spring flow­
ers, and to grow and mature with the summer 
fruits. 

It was not long before tho subject wns formn.lly 
brought up in the Church Council. The Pastor 
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wns authorized to correspond with n11 tho formot• 
PnstoJ's of the congl'cgation who wore still living; 
to invite them to be present, nncl to orrnngc with 
them to tnko prominent 1mrt in the sen·icC's on'1 
exorcises of tho occnsion. Tho dnto of tho jnbBcc 
wns fixed for October eighth to tenth, inclusive. 
A progrnmmo wos prepnrecl, nnd nft('}· npprovnl 
by the Church Council, wns ncntly priiltecl nnd 
eircu1ntcc1 in the congregation, nnd sent. fur ond 
wide to friends nncl former members. The fol• 
lowing is the order of services ns provided foi· in 
this progmmmc : 

Sunday, Oct. 8.-10.30 A, M., Historicn) 8C'rmon, 
hy Ro,·. Dr. H. Sncltlcr, Prnsident of Muhlenberg 
College. 2.30 1•. ~1, Annivcrsory SN·,•ices of tho 
Sundoy Schools of St. John's Church. 

7.30 P. M,, Divine Scr,•ico, sermon b.,• Rev. Dr. 
B. M. Solnnuckcr, pnstor of the Church of the 
Trnnsfigurntion, Pottstown, Pn: 

illonday, Oct. 9.-2 to 5.30 P. ~1., Public Reccp· 
tion in St. John's· Cht,rch. 7.30 P. M,, Divine Set·· 
vice, sermon by He\', 1~. Bclfom·, Pt·eEiidcnt of the 
Pittsbtng Synod of the Luthernn Church. 

· 1ltesdaJ', Oct. 10.-2 80 P, M., Sundny School 
Jttbilec Senices nt. Ablo's Opcrn House. Specinl 
nddresscs by Re\'. Rcttben Hill, nud nov. Pl'Of. M. 
H. Richnrds. All these proposed services nnd 
exercises were cnrriccl out cxnct1y nccording to 
t.his progrnmme. Kincl Providence seemed to be 
especinlly fnvornble to us. The wenthm· wns ·de-
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lightfttl during the whole time, nncl cspccinlly on 
tho Jnst dny, which hncl been set npnrt. for whnt 
prc,ved to ho, in mnny respects, the ~rnnclest nnd 
most tncmornble scr,,icc of tho entire occm,ion. 
1'he visit.h1,:c ministcrR nnd brothren who hncl 
ncccptcd im•itntions nnd mncle cngngcmcnts to be 
)ll'(.lSt'llt, were nil spnt·ccl in henlth nncl strength, 
nncl nlthoup:h one of them hnd to come quite n long 
distnnce, they ntl rcn'c110d J~n~ton in clue timo to 
mnke their respective contributions to the genern1 
benefit nncl to got buck their rich rewnrd out of 
tho nbnnclnnt p:enernl jo~•. 

The clecorntions of tho church, which were p1·0• 

nouncecl by nil to ho cxccptionnlly tnsteful nncl 
hC:nntifn), were chiefly designed by Mr. Henry L. 
Mnttcs nncl nrrnnged under his perEmnnl super• 
vision. Tho committ~c to whose fnithful lnbor 
nncl intclliµ<'nt skiil tho excc1lt•nt nrrnngemcnt ot' 
the dPt.!orntions wns· clue, consisted of the following 
members of St. John's: Owm1 Hngcnbnch, C. F. 
Snnclt., J.C. Pohl, c .. \V. Gnris, ,vm. Gould Heller, 
Misses Cclindn Hillinrd, Mnry Illick, Mnnw 
Knobler, nncl Annn Dncliroclt. 

The nnmcs of the Pn~tors who served the con­
gregation during the pnst fifty yenrs, nncl who nrc 
particularly referred to in the historicnl sermon, 
wore nrrnngcd in lnrgo, artistic letters between the 
colum11s on either side of the pti_lpit; nnd imme­
dintcly nftcr them the nnmcs of tho three general 
superintendents of the Sundny School, Horir~' 
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Bender, Henry Hummnnn nncl Owen Hngenbuch, 
'fhc full liturgicnl service of the Church Book, 
enriched by ndclitionul musicnl selections, wus 
used nt nil the regnJnr sci·,•iccs. 

Tho historicnl sc1·mon, prcnohccl on Sunclny 
morning, October 8, forms tho chief pnrt of this 
mcmorinl vohmw. It is snti~fnctori1y full in its 
statements nncl trustwoa'thily authentic. It 
breathes a re,•erentinl spirit for the venernted 
fitthcrs in Christ, who Jnl;ored in this congrcgut.ion 
in the yen rs that h1wo gone, nnd the prcr.ious-frttils 
of whose fnithfn) sowing we this dny enjoy. 

'l'he nnuivorsnry scrvicl•s ot' tlw Sunduy Schools 
on Sundtty nftcrnoon, wm·c delightful nnd tmccc1:>s­
fnl ulmost beyond oxpcctntion. Lon~ boforo the 
uppointcd hour for the exorcises nrrivcd, every 
uvniluble plncu in the church, oxcopt thnt which 
hnd been rrnmrvcd for the schoo)8, wns cotnplctc)y 
filled, nnd mnny were unnble to gnin ndmittnnce. 
Ji'rom the Sundny School room, the schools 
marched in procc,;sion into the audionoo room of 
the church, singing the joyous, thrllHng chnnt: 
"The Stmit1 Upraise of Joy nnd Praise." 'l'ho 
singing wns effectively nccompnnied by the great 
organ nnd a select orchcstrn. The order of exer­
cises after tho processiounl wns us· follows: 1, 
Sentences and Versicle; 2, Hymn, "Como Thou 
Almighty King"; 8, Selection und Glorin; 4, The 
Creed ; 6, Hymn, "Zion Stands with HilJs Sur­
rounded"; 6, Twenty-third Psalm, (read by Rev. 
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R. \V. Huflhtcl, of St.. Pnul's Lutheran Church); 
7, ilymn, "Glorious Things of Thee ore Spoken"; 
8, AtmunJ Report of tho Superintendent; 9, Hymn, 
"There is o HnpJ>,\' Lnnd"; 10, Anniversnry Ad­
dress by the Pnstor; 11, Hymn, by the Infnnt. 
Schoo], "I 'fhink \Vhcn I Rend Thnt Sweet Story 
of Old"; 12, Tronsurer's Report; 13, Addresses by 
Hev. br. D. Sncltlcr, Hev. Dr. B. M. Schmucker, 
nnd Col. M. I-I. Horn; 14, Anthem by the Choir, 
''Jerusnlcm ~fr HnJ>JH' Homo"· 15 Hymn ""'c ., ~ , ' , 
Bring l\o Glittering Trcnsurcs"; 16, Prayer, by the 
l>nstor; 17, J,ord's Prnycr; 18, Benediction, by 
llcv. Mr. Hufford; 10, Roccssionn), "Joyfully, 
Joyfttlly, Onwnrd \Vo Mo\'c," A jubilco offering 
of over one hundred cloJlnrs wns received from the 
s.:!hoo)s nt this scr,•icc, for the Orphnn 's Homo nt. 
Gcl·mnnt°'\•n. 

A noticcnhlc fenturo of this nnniversnry wns the 
presence of sc,·ornl persons who were children in 
the school nt tho time of its orgnnization, or who 
wore identified with it hi its cnrHest ycnrs. One 
of these, Co). l\I. H. Hmin, now of Catnsnuqun, 
Pn., mndo n \'cry interestlrig nncl impressive nd­
dress. He told nbout the enr]y experiences of St. 
John's Sunday School, of tho old methods of cur­
rying on Sundny School work, nnd of the subsc• 
qucnt careers of some who }fad been pupils nncl 
tcnchors with him in this school mnny yenrs ngo. 
He shownd us whnt hnd become of some· of the 
precious seed that hnd been quietly planted in tho 
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hcnrt.,of thelittlochildron whocnmctoour Sundny 
School long before we nppcnred upon the scene, 
nnd no doubt mnny faithful workers got cncour­
ngement from his report to hope ihnt sometime 
Goel would give blessed incrcnse to thnt which 
they hncl been patiently plnnting into whnt 
seemed nt tho time to be unreceptive nncl un­
promising soil. 

The scl'mon on Sundny evening wns preached 
by tho Hev. Dr. B. M. Schmucker. Thn text 
wns Acts, 4, 10-12. The sermon wns most interest­
ing nnd instructive. Dr. Schmucker nrgucd with 
grcnt force nnd pliiinnesR thut tho ground of the 
stnbiJity of St. Jolm's congrcgntion wns Joynl 
ndhernnce to the tt·uth ns it is in Christ Jesus. 
No other nnmo under heaven whereby mnn cnn 
be saved except the nume of Jesus Christ-that 
wns the centrnl theme of text und sermon. And 
thnt wns the grent foundation trt1th which hnd 
been fnithfully prenchccl from St. John's pulpit., 
which tho people hnd coratinunlly nskcd for, nnd 
nccoptcd with belio\~lng cnger.ness, in which they 
}ind been rooted nnd gl'Ounded, nncl upon which 
they were immovnbly established. 

To afford an opportunity for u: meeting of' nn 
entirely sooinl chn1•ncter1 the arrangement providecl 
for a ptt~Uo recept.ion at St. John's Church on 
Monday afternoon from two to half past fivA 
o'clock._ l\Iany former members, ns wt,ll ns num• 
hers of the present congregation nnd their friends, 
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called to greet old pnstors nnd friends, to walk 
through the old nish.•s, nnd to look once more nt 
the fnmilinr nnd ,·cnernhle objects which they 
hnd known go well in other dnys, amid very differ­
ent circmnstnnces, nncl with other feelings thnn 
those which filled them to-dny. The old 1·ecords. 
of the church were exnrnined by mnny curious. 
eyes. A number of interesting relics, such ns t>ld 
nnnivcrsnry nncl fostivn.l progrnmmos, hytnn 
books, bibles, n'nd Sunday School clnss books were 
on exhibition i\1 the vcsll·y room, upon tho wnlls 
of which hung the portrnit.c:; of Uevcrends Hecht,,. 
Richnrds, nncl Schnoffer, nn<l Superintendents 
Hntnmnnn, nnd Dender. The portruit of Rev. 
Mr. Hecht wns presented by his son, l\lr. C. Ed­
ward Hecht, now of Reading, Pa., who was himself' 
present during tho jubilee. 

Theorgnnist, l\f r. C. Dethmnn, nncl the choir, l\lr. 
Frnnk A. Sletor, tenor; Miss Annn Stout, soprano;. 
Miss Ida Spangenberg, ulto; nnd Mr. J. l\I. Braun, 
puss, were present during. part of the afternoon 
~nd added to tho pleasantness nnd enjoyment of 
tho occasion by ronderlng very acceptably several 
excellent selections of music. 

On Monday evenhig Rev. Edmund Belfour· 
preached (lo very impres1dve nlld edifying sermon 
from.Matt.,8, 28. The e~Qr newly wonderful sea 
of Galilee, the ~hip containing Jesus and His dis• 
ciples, and the memorable storm which threat•­
ened to overwhelm and destroy nll; these were-
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tlie strikingly impressive objects of the Preacher's 
emblematic picture. The sea is the •world; the 
ship is the church ; the storm is the perilous ns• 
sault which tho church continually rccel\'es from 
the kingdom of evil. The oternnl security of the 
church is found in the J>resence of Christ. Before 
Him the winds nnd the waves sink into serenely 
peaceful silence. As the old ark outrode the 
flood, so the new ark~tho church-will outride 
nil storms nnd oppositions. Only let us abide in 
the ship nnd close to the omnipotent Mastel', nnd 
b]l'ssed ns this jubilee is, there will come another 
immenem·nbly more blessed nnd more enduring 
thnn this. 

Tho festival exercises culminated in the semi• 
centonninl nnniversnry services nt the Opera 
House, on Tuesday afternoon. This wns n union 
Rervicc of nll the Lutheran Sunday Scl1::"1ols in 
Enston and vicinity that hnd either C:ir01Jtly 01· 

indirectly originated from St. John's. St. John's, 
organized 1832, Supt., Owen Hagenbuch ; Christ, 
organized 1848, Supt., E. I. Hunt; First Colored, 
orgnnized 1858, Supt., Aaron O. Huff; Zion's 
(Germnn) organized -1860, Supt., J. A. Siegfried; 
St. Paul's, orgnnized 1864, Supt. aenry Lehr; St. 
·Peter1s, organized 1874, Supt., Edwin Sandt; St. 
Lukes', organized 1874, Supt., R. H. Traoh; 
Grace, (Phillipsburg), orgnnized 1870,Supt., Edwin 
Paulos; St. John's, (German, Phillipsburg), or• 
gnnized 1874,Supt., \Villinm Oohs; Mission School 
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(South Easton), organized 1881, Supt,, David 
Pyntt. 

The main schools, k•gethor with the Pastors and 
visitors nssomblcd at St, John's Church, forming 
in line on Ferry, and on Fourth street, w~th tho 
hcnd of tho line resting at Bt:.11k street. The.pro­
cession mnrched on Ferry street from Bank to 
South Third, to tho Circle, passing oround the 
circle to the right, thence nlong south side of 
Northnmpton street to the Opera House. The 
street was crowded with people who can\e to wit­
ness the· procession, and tho pavement in front of 
tho Opera House wns so densely packed that it 
wns decided to admit the Fohoole through the 
B1rnk street entrnnce, The front doors wero kept 
closed until the children ,vcre in their places. 
There wore over one thousand children in the 
procession, 

'fho children of the infant schools were taken 
directly from their respecti vo school rooms to 
the Opera House, They were placed upon the 
stage on raised seats that begnn about six feet 
from the foot lights and extended to the top of 
the scenes, and occupied the entire width of 
the open stage, Theta were nearly flve hun­
dred of these little 01.ee, nnd with their varied 
nnd tasteful dresses, their bright and joyous ch.ild­
fnces, niaesod in a pretty setting of stage scenery 
and living plants and floral decorations, they 
prese11ted a lovely and touching picture of beau.;. 
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tifttl life. The drop curtain wns left down until 
e,•crything was ready for the exercises to begin. 
Jhst as the orchestrn began· the overture, the 
curtain wne slowly raised. The effect woe ex• 
ceedingly impressh•e, nnd the scene wns one that 
will not soon be forgotten by those who witnessed 
it. 'fhe order of exercises, including the hymns 
and coJlecte, wns printed in a neat eight pnge pro­
gramme, nnd wns as follows : 1, Introit, ''Let 
Jt~,•erything that hnth Breath Pmiso the Lord," 
and Gloria; 2, Festival Song, "Como Children and 
Join in our Festival Song,,: 3, Sentences with Re­
sponses and Gloria; 4, Cl'ced ; 5, Snlutntion and 
Response; 6, Collects; 7, Hymn, "AH Hail the 
Power of Jesus' Nnme''; 8, Address of \Velcome 
nnd poem, by the Pnator of St. John's; 9, Hymn, 
"Beautiful Saviour, King of Creation"; 10, First 
l\lemorinl Addreas, by Rev. Prof. M. H. Richards, 
of Mublcnburg College; H, Hymn, "Hail to the 
Lord's Annointed"; 12, Second Memorial Address 
by Rev. R. Hill, Pnstor of St. John's Lutheran 
Church, Allentown, Pa, ; 13, Hymn, "My Church, 
My Church, My Dear Old Church"; 14, Addresses 
of greeting by the following pastors : 

· Rev. ·B. M. Sohmnuck, President of the Second 
Conferetioe of the E\'nngelical Lutheran Min­
isteri um of Pennsylvnnin; Rev. Edmund Bel• 
four, Preside11t of the Pittsbur~ Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church; Rc::v. Philip 
Pfatteicher, Pastor of Zion's Lutheran Church, 
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Enston Pn. ; Re,·. J. ~[. Anspach, Pastor of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Enston, Pa.; Rev. R. ,v. Huf­
ford, Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Eas­
ton, Pn.; Rev. H. B. ,vne, Pnstor of St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church, Euston, Pa. ; Re,,. J. Q. · Upp, 
J>ustor of St. Paul's Lutheran-Church, South· Eas­
ton, Pn.; Rev. J. \V. Mattern, Pastor of Grace 
Lutherun Church, Philllpsbu'rg, N. J.; Rev. C. J. 
Cooper, of South BethlehP-m, Pn., and Rev. Enoeh 
Smith, of Bethlehem .. 

16, Hymn, ceA Mighty Fortress is our God"; 16, 
Prayer, c011cluding with the Lord's Prayer; 17, 
Hymn, "Now thnnk w.e nll our God"; 18, Bene­
diction ; 19, Doxology, "Prnise God from "'hom 
nll Blcsssings Flow." 

The dnily papers of Euston giwe ,·ery generous 
spncc to reports of the various exercises of the 
jubilee. These reports were often entJ1Usiastic in 
thch· apprecint.ion, and eloquent in their de.scrlp­
tions. Concerning this closing scr,,ice, one pa-
1,er declared ; "The Opera House seemed a beau­
tiful tet\1ple Yocnl with heavenly song. \Vords 
fnil to portray the feelings and emotions awakened 
by these festal ceremonies, nnd we let the hearts 
of those who participated speak for themselves. 
But the jubilee, from beginning to end, wns n 
grand event. Surely East.on is better for such 
expressions of joy, frn.ternnl greeting and praise 
to God. Sm·ely the hnnd of the Lord is with hea· 
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people; may His <'.a use increase until all nre en­
rolled· in His name." 

Thus ended the series of services in which the 
good people of St. John's celebrated the building 
of their church and the founding of. their Sunday 
School fifty years ago. No doubt they will be long 
nnd pleasantly remembered by tboi:1e who were priv­
ileged to take part in them or to witness them. 
This brief account .we have thought flt to put in 
a permanent form, in connection with the historical 
discourse that follows, for the informntion of those 
who shall come after us. Before most of us th ore 
may lie many yenrs of earnest work in this pres­
ent worldi To that work, let us now, in,the name 
of our gracious .Mnster address ourselves. Let us 
keep in mind that we Are only to look backward 
on special and memorial occasions. Our 1·ight 
habitual nttitudo must always be toward the t'u­
ture. Other hearts and hands will devise and 
carry out the exercises of the next jubilee, or rather 
centennial of our Church and Sunday School, but 
a great deal of what that event will be, depends 
upon us. And God grant that we may then have 
found for ourselvP.s the blessed fuflllment of the 
earnest prayer of Jesus: "Father, I will that they 
also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I nm ; that they mny behold my glory." 
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DY RE\', D, ll, OEillSINOER, 

Then sound the loud trumpet of jubilee, 
Proolahil through the world that man ls free, 
Free, not only from Egypt's rod, 
But free as tbe ransomed sons of God. 

Let every soul that hea1·eth, tell 
That Obrist bath conquered tbe gates of hell, 
Hath vanquished death In the dreadful strife 
And won for us all eternal life, 

This ls the glorious gospel sound, 
That already encircles the earth around, 
That follows the golden llght of day 
As It chases the sombre night away, 

This ts the light of the central sun, 
The'llght that transfigures every one, 
Into whose soul Its glories shloe, 
With radiance vlvlflo and essence divine, 

This Is the light that led women and men, 
Half a century since, t.o begin 
This Sunday School for the teaching of youth, 
The way of salvation and heavenly truth. 

And that la the cause of the feat.al glee, 
Which w~th bleBBed eyes this moment we see. 
And that la why these arches ring, 
With the gladsome songs our chtldren sing. 
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Let us honor tho memory or those who have gone, 
Let us do the work whfoh they left to be done, 
With a zeal such as theirs, and a spirit athirst 
For ~he kingdom or heaven and righteousness th-st. 

Let us not be content with wbat we've attained, 
Since to keep what we've got, yet more must ho gnined, 
For the central law ,n the kingdom or beaven 
Is only to those tlu1t increase sball be given, 

To those who bm·y their talents away, 
At tho hour of reckoning thu Master wlll say, 
"Surrender that which thou bast not. employed, 
For my gracious gifts may not thus be destl·oyecl." 

We thank Thee, Oh Christ, for what we behold, 
For the preolous lambs that l1ave come to Thy fold. 
Oh, help us .to feed them tho rood Thou dost give, 
Tho rood thai will strengthen and make them to live. 

And when the next jubilant trumpet shall sound 
lly the banks of these rlve1·s and over this ground, 
May they who shall then be here filled with life's b1-eath 
Say of us: 11Tbey we1·e steadfast and ft1lthful till death." 



REMEMBERING THE DAYS OF OLD. 

HISTORICAL SERMON 
-BY-

REV. B. 8~DTLER1 .D.0., 
PAHIOENT Of MUHU.Nllll!G ~LEG£, ALLENTOWN, PA, PAEACHE0 ON 8uNOAY 

MORNING, O0T08ER 8, 

'' Remember the dayB of old, consider the years of 
many generations; ask thy .father and he will show thee; 
thy elders, aml they will tell thee. "-Deut., 82:7. 

Sacred history presents but few grander, and at 
the same time more touching scenes, thnn the one 
being enacted as Moses uttered the injunction of 
our text. He had fulfilled the mi"ssion lnid upon 
him when God called to him from the burning 
bush. He had led Israel forth from Egyptian 
bondage, hnd gathered them at the footof Mount 
Sinai to listen to all the words of the lnw, ns Je­
hovah had spoken them, hnd wandered with 
them for forty years thr~ugh the wilderness, and 
now they are 01, tho bordel'S of the Holy Land of 
Prom,se, that he himself dare not enter; but ia 
only to see from tho top of Mount Pisgah that is 
over against Jericho. Greatest of law-givers, and 
oldest of authors, he has just, (chap., 81, 24,) 
"mnde an end of writing the words of this law·tn 
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n book," nnd directed its depoRit in the nrk of the 
co\'ennnt. Then he commnnc18 the Lc\'itcs to 
gather unto him all the elders nnd officers nnd 
congregation of Israel, and utters the touching, 
faithful and sublime production recorded in this 
chapter, and known as Moses' Song. In pious 
adoration he first Jifts up his voic~ to exalt God: 
''He is the Rock, His work is perfect : for nil His 
ways nre judgment: a God of truth and without 
iniqu(ty, just and right is He." In the very next 
Yerse his voice drops into sndncss, ns ho testifies 
of his wayward, rebeJHous brethren : ''They ha\'e 
corrupted themselves, their spot is not tho spot of 
his children; they arc a perverse nnd conupt 
gencrnt.ion.'' Iltit true to them even itf their per• 
Ycrsity, J1e tenderly admonishes them in tho Inn• 
guage of our text: '•Uemember the days of old, 
consider the years of many gcnerntions; ask thy 
fnther, and he will show thee; thy elders nnd 
they will tell thee." His flunl act is to blc~s 
Israel and then ascend the mount to die. 

A serious review of tho pnst can not foil to be 
profitable to us as individunls. The past is the· 
great teacher of the present, and stolid nnd stupid 
is thnt mnn, thnt cnnnot from its fnilures nnd vie .. 
tories, its shortcoiriings and its comparative 
virtues, its afflictions and its joys, learn le.ssons 
that will incite to the praise of God, will strengthen 
otir trust in Him, nnd awaken to hopeful effort to 
go forward through patient Qndurance to flnnl 
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triumph. Just as profitable is such a review for 
the people of God coilectively, ns churches and 
congregations. The divine wisdom enjoins it. 
\Vhilst Moses speaks in our text, it is the divine 
voice in the words to this ancient people, Dout., 
8:2. "And thou shalt remember all tho way 
which tho Lord thy God led thee these forty years 
in the wilderness to l~umble thee and to prove 
thee." In obedience to such injunctions we too 
will look back in our remembrances, and where 
they fail we will nsk the fathers and they will 
~how us, nncl the elders and they will tell us. 

But let us not enter upon the task merely to 
grntify a vain curiosity, or for the lnudntion of 
our household of fnith, or the feeding of denomi­
nntiohnl pride. Let it be for tho serious purpose 
of making tho past minister to the prcsentnnd help 
to shape bur future. An crnincnt thinker of our 
lnnd (Emcrson)hnsjustlysnid: ''Wecnnnot over­
state our debt to tho pnst, but the present moment 
lrns the supreme clnlm. The pnst is for us; but 
the sole terms on which it cnn become· ot.;trs nro 
its subordination to tho present." Do not I pro­
perly interpret your purposes, my brethren, Jn 
this jubilee, when I say, we will together question 
tho pnst, and take counsel with the fathers nnd 
elders, thnt we may learn from their -experiences 
and labors to liYe nobler lives, to find food for 
deeper gratitude to God, n profounder faith in 
His word, and a new impulse in our own Christ--
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inn love and zeal, that we may approve ourselves 
\\'Ort~y heirs of tho spiritual heritage they have 
left us? 

In such a spirit let us inquire : 
I. What the days of old and the years of many gen• 

erations have to reveal, and the stories the fathers and 
elders have to tell of historical facts, in connection, ,oith 
&. John's Evangelical Luthtran Ohurch, of .Eaaton, 
Penn81Jlvania. 

II. What art, the spiritual leBBons, for the further­
ance of our Ohmtian graces and activity, 1ue should 
deduce from thue ascertained facts. 

Prelhnihar.,y to the discussion, allow me to state 
the chief authorities, from which I expect to draw 
the statements I shnll lay before you, ne to the 
earlier history of the congregation and its 
pastors. They are : the Hallische Nachrichten 
or the Halle reports as originally made by Dr. 
Muhlenberg and others to the Director of the 
Orphan House and :Mission School, at Halle, in 
Germany ; whence the first ministers were sent 
to this co·untry-The reprint of this important 
work, now. being published in numbers, and some 
additional matter kindly supplied by Rev. Dr. B. 
M~ Schmucker, one ofits editors, in advance ofits 
publication-·-Henry's History of the Lehigh Vnl• 
ley-Sprilgue's Annals of the American Lutheran 
Pulpit-Dr. ·M. L. Stoever's Reminiscences of 
Deceased Lutheran · Ministers, · originally pub­
·lished in · the Evangelical Review-and laet, 
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but not least, the farewell sermon preached 
by ll'lv Dr. J. ,v. Richards, when he re­
signed this charge. Dr. Richards had access 
to most of the authorities I have named nnd in 
addition, to some old records of the church, which 
unfortunate]y seem to have ·been lost. His re• 
search wns so careful and thorough that. I 
shall quote lttrgely from his sermon;and the more 
so, as it is out of print and accessible to few. Fut 
the more recent history, the church records sup­
ply the facts, und many of them have.been labori­
ously ~athered and kh1dly put at my disposal by 
your present pastor. 

At an early period in the settlement Clf the 
state many Protestant Germans cnme over, to seek 
n re~uge from persecution and want. They ,vero 
mostlffrom the Palatinatr,thnt had been violently 
nnnexed to France by J..ouis XIV, who l1ad or­
dered his troops to sweep it with fire and sword, 
because its inhnbltants were Germans and Prot­
estants. Multitudes were helped on theft- way by 
the royal bounty of Queen Anne, and hence canie 
by way of Holland and England. Others· were 
inducedtoforsake their homes in Wurtemberg1md 
m•ighboring principalities by a class of me~ caJled 
neulnender (new landers) In the Halle Reports,and 
whom now we would oall emigrant agents. They 
made most ext.ruvagant representations of the 
richness of the soil, ease of making a Irving, etc., 
and raised such a frenzy for Immigration, that 
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thousands mnde their way to the sea1mrts and 
nrt.icled with the captains to be sold on their 
arrival; for a. limited time, until their passage 
money would be refunded. They were called rc­
demptioners nt tho ti.me. Their traffic ,,·ns subse­
quently stopped by lnw. From 1708 to 1720 the 
emigration WtlB chiefly from the Pnlntinnte; there­
after it wns very active from th,it nnd other states 
in Germnny. Muhlenberg, in 1749, complains 
that he was overrun with them, nnd that, in the 
fall of that yenr, twenty-five shiplonds arrived in 
Philadelphia. From this port they naturally 
spread ove_r eastern Pennsylvnnin in such num_­
bers thnt they hnposed their customs, habits nncl 
and lnnp:ungc upon this section nnd a century 
and a half of effort, on the port of English law­
givers aud schools, have not been nblc to crndi­
cnte them. 

Easton received its dueshnre nnd its populntivn 
wns predominantly Germnn,beforc it wns formally 
laid out ns a town. Henry, in his history of the 
Valley, says, p. 48 : ·" Easton . wns lnid · out in 
1750, nt which time it wns in the county of Bucks.'' 
Thomas Peri,1.1 in a lotter from England, dated 
Sept. 8, 1761, to G,ovcrnor Hamilton, says : "Some 
time since, I wrote to Dr. Grneme and Mr. Peters, 
to lay out some ground in the forks of the Dela­
ware for a town, which I suppose they have done 
or begun to do, I deaire it may be called &.ston, 
from my Lord Pomfrct's house, and whenever 
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there is a new county, that it shall be called 
Nort.hampton.,, Penn hnd married Lord Pomfret,s 
daughter, whose maiden name was JuJiann Fer­
mor. Old residents will recall these names, as the 
former names of streets. The survey for the town 
began in lfay, -1750, and co,•ered about one hun­
dred acre.~ in its extent. In 1750, "'illiam Par• 
sons, one of the sUr\'eyors and thenceforth a citi­
zen, g1we n list of ele\'en families, supposed to 
conUlin forty persons, ns constituting the whole 
population. From the names, fi\'e of the families 
were evidently German. The ratio was greatly 
increased shortly nfter. In 1755 the first school 
house was built, and paid for by pri\'ate subscrip­
tions of citizens, assisted by the society for estnh­
lishing schools among the Germans in Pennsyl­
Yonin. It was of logs, but. its location is not 
staterl. , ~fr. Parsons, the resident agcmt of tho 
proprieto1'f.i, urged that the citizens should not be 
called upon to contribute, giving as a reason, 
(Henry's· History, p. 65), their quarrelsome dis­
position, and adds: "they are all Dutch (Germans) 
and so stubborn ure they that they quarrel for 
every trifle, at\d if allowed to subscribe, every 
subscriber will think the school must be conducted 
ns ho suggests, or t~loy will not send their child.­
ran." His ndvice waR not taken and loon) con­
tributions were receivtid. He gl\'es the list, 'and 
whilst they were not all Germans, the majority 
were, and, ns indicati\'e of their po,•erty~ their 
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contributions were mostly in so many days of 
manual or mechanical labor. 

In 1762, the county ofNorthnmpton wns formed 
and contained within its borders nenrly six thou­
snnd inhabitants. Of these, nbout six hundred 
were Scotch•Irish, in Allen nnd Mount Bethel 
townships, nud three hundred Dutch, (HolJnnd 
Dutch), in Smithfield; the remainder wore Ger­
mans. In some of the townships there was not 
one English name to be found in the nsscssment 
lists. 

We have adduced these facts at some length, 
to show that at. this early dnte, the Germans were 
ulrendy a power in the lnnd, at lcnst numeroinlly. 
But they were poor in this worlcl's goods, nnd 
humble in social influence. Thcv were of the .. 
pcnsunt or mechanic clnss; mnny of them exiles 
for conscience snke, nll of them called upon to 
confront the s!ern demands, t!int meet the settle.._• 
in a new and unsubdued country for food and 
shelter._ Their earthly capital wns their brawny 
arms, and their habits of thrift and industry. 
Bqt they hnd spiritual capital too; it wus a sim• 
ple hearted faith in God, and an abiding re\'er­
encc for the church of Christ and her ordinances 
and ministry. Would thnt time allowed me to 
r~ad to you whole chapters fron1 the Halle Re­
porta, detailing the touching nppenls to the few 
mJniste~ of th~ir faith (lnd _language, to come 
to them with the teachings and sacraments of 
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the church. They did more than Rend the Mace­
doniun cry o,·er to Germany, "come over and heJp 
us," they sent delegations thither to plead in 
person, that their brethren in the fatherland might 
pi_ty their destitution. It was such an appeal 
that finally brought over the venerated man, that 
has been called tho Patriarch of the American 
Lutheran Church, Rev. Henry Molchiot Muhlen­
berg, who landed at Philadelphia, in November; 
1742. 

\Vhat did the fathers and elders of our faith do 
to meet the spiritual wanta of themselves nnd 
their children in this locality? Let us ask them 
through the records they and their Pastors have 
left behind them. 

Dr. Richards records that "already in 1740 a 
congregation existed and a church had been built, 
culled "Die Gemeinde am Delawar Revier von 
Luthei-isher Religion," or The Luthuran Congre .. 
gatton at the Delaware River." This wae no 
doubt the church that hnd existed on the old 
Philadelphia Road about half a mile beyond South 
Easton, at the h1tcrsection of the road leading 
eastward past Leonard Walter's farm. Its foun­
dations were still traceable as late as 1862. This 
congregation was served, in connection with the 
congregations b1 Saucon and Jordan, beyond 
Allentown, by Rev. John Justus Jaco~ Birkin .. 
etook, Dr. Riohnrd?s sermon makes the term of 
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service to be from 1740 to 1748, eight years, b11t it 
is evidehtly an error. 'fhe American reprint of 
the Halle Reports, now being edited with most 
painstaking research, nnd accuracy ns to dates, by 
Dre. W. J. Mann, of Ph.ilndelphia, and B. M. 
Schmucker, of Pottstown, limits the time to four 
years. Cltntious are given to show that there 
must have been a vacancy in the regular pastorate 
of about five years. In this interval they were 
served by the occnsionnl labors of Muhlenberg, 
Nicholne Kurtz and a oatechot, assisted by the 
school masters, John F. Vigera and Jacob Loeser, 
from New Hanover. Up to the time of the offi­
cial survey of the town Euston, was known ns the 
Forks of the Delaware. Documentary evidence 
shows· that in 1745 and 1746 the Rev. David 
Brainard, the zealous missionary sent by the 
Scotch Society for the dissemination of Christi• 
anity, to In bor among the Indians, resided chiefly 
in the Forks of the Delaware and occasionally 
preached to the forsaken protestant Germans, 
whether through an interpreter is not stated. 
In 1745 Muhlenberg visited the Lutheran$ in this 
region (see Halle Rc,ports, p. 58, § 17) and con• 
firmed several young people, after previous in• 
struction. This he surely would not have done 
had they had a regular pastor. We find him 
there again in March J..747. The reneon for these 
'Visits he records at this time. (Halle Reports, p. 
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215) "Many German people live there, poorly and 
laboriously, and have need of spiritual and bodily 
nourishment. Because several-of our poor mem­
bers from t.he congregation in New Hanover have 
moved thither, the,Y hav~ ins_isted upon my visit­
ing them.'' About this time there wns a separate 
organization in Easton proper, or the Forks of the 
Delaware, as, at what was probably Muhlenberg's 
last visit, Nov. 28, 1749, when he administered 
the Lord's Supper, ho distinctly says: "there were 
two Gemeinlein," or small congregations, in l\X• 

istence. 
The name of Muhlenbe!'g is so well known in 

our church annals, that I need but give a very 
brief sketch of hie life. He was born in· Eimbock, 
in the kingdom of Hanover, Septembe1· 61 1711, 
He studied at Halle and Goettlngen, and came 
over as an ordained minister in 1742, to assume 
charge of the congregations in Philadelphia, 
Providence (now the Trappe) and New Htmover. 
He practically had the care of all the churches, 
founded in the first sixty yeare of the ce.-1tury, 
His labors extet\ded from . Philadelphia forth• 
ward, and westward as far as-Frederick in Mary­
land, and enstward over all the congregatiohs in 
New Jersey, and beyond to New York City,'and 
up the Hudson to Albany. He received the tloc­
torate in theology from the University ·of Pe~n­
sylvnnia, After forty-five years of zealous lator, 
he departed this life October 7, 1787, and "as 
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buried nt tho Trappe. The closing sentence of the 
latin epitaph on his tomb rends: 11,Vho and whnt 
he was future nges wi11 know without a stone." 

Tho Nicholas Kurtz, whom Muhlenberg calls 
his helper, deser,·es n pnssing notice. Ho cnme 
to this country in Jnnunry, 1745, sent· out from 
Hane ns a missionary, but not in orders. Ho 
spent two years in tho family of Muhlenberg~ 
teaching school nnd preaching wherever he was 
sent by his preceptor. After his ordirintion ho 
preached for twenty-two years nt Tulpehocken, 
twenty-one years at York, nnd then, aged and 
feeble, resigned his ohnrge and removed to Balti­
more and ended his days in tho bosom of tho 
family of his son, Rev. J, Daniel Ktutz, nt thnt 
titne Pastor of Zion's German Evnngelicnl Lutheran 
Church, He died Mny 12, 1794. Often have I 
stood by his tomb, beside the church, nnd read 
the record of his life, Pardon the penmnnl allu­
sion, but to me it seems as though I could shake 
hands with the distant pnet of your history, 
through the venerable son of this first Lutheran 
minister ordained in this country. It wns this 
son, Dr. Daniel Kurtz, that baptised, confirmed, 
married and burled my mother, embracing an 
interval of forty-eight years. As a child I often 
heard him preach ; as a man he paid me the com~ 
pliment to go to hear me preach. 

The next pnator was Ludolph Henry Sohrenck, 
who aerved from _1749 to 1758. He was a native 
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of Luneburg, and had studied phtlosophy and 
lnw at tho University of Erlnngon and elsewhere, 
but his menns failing him he determined to emi­
grate to America. He reached Philadelphia in 
l\farch, 1749, almost penniless and without any 
prospect of employment. He was directed to 
pastor Brutmholtz, who at the end of ten weeks 
sent him to Muhlenberg, nt the Trappe, with ex­
cellent testimonials as to his behavior and spirit. 
:Muhlenberg directed his theological studies, and, 
nt tho expiration of six months, introduced hitll 
to the congregations of Suucon, Upper Milford, 
Perkasie, and Forks, or Easton, nnd installed him 
as catechist to preach under his supervision. In. 
the Hallo Reports, p. 827, he gives rather an 
amusing account of the preparation and the de­
livery of his earlier sermons. "After :Mr. Schrenck," 
says he, "had written out about one sermon every 
three weeks, nnd had submitted it to our inspec­
tion, he visited the four congregations in succes­
sion, and edified them with the one discourse, and 
then came back." "But," he adds, "the deacons 
were required f.<j send us book a written and sealed 
testimonial, at enoh trip, as to his preaching and 
behavior. They seemed pleased with both." In, 
No,•ember, 1752, he was ordained, and at the close 
of 1758 he removed to the region of the Raritan, 
in New Jersey, After his departure a· vagabond 
pretender intruded himself into the congregation, 
until some time in 1754 when Rev. John Andreas 
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Frederici settled at Snucon and likewise Aerved 
Easton. His name does not occur in Dr. Richard's 
sermon. He was a candidate of theology from 
Hanover, whom Muhlenberg had known already 
at the University of Goettlng'1n, He lived nt, 
Saucon until 1762, but how long· he preached at 
Easton is somewhat uncertain, He removed to 
Smithfield, Monroe county, and the last notice of 
him appears in o. letter of Muhlenberg, dated Dec. 
6, 1782, in which he snys, "old Mr. Frederici, 
who is nearly seventy years old, and incapable 
of preaching, sits in poverty and misery, be­
cause we have no hospital, or institutions for 
superanuated ministers." His name is found 
on the proctocol of synod as '"'~ as 1786, ufter 
which it disappears. Further research has shown 
that after Frederioi's departure,a Rev, Danl.Sohu• 
macher preached here once a month from May to 
Dec~mber, 1768. His name is not given in Dr. 
Richard's list. He was from Hamburg and came 
over as an ord~ined missionaty to Nova Scotia, 
where he labored three years, and thence came to 
Pennsylvania in 1764. He labored in Reading 
for a brief time, and in 1755 he moved to Weissen• 
berg, Lehigh Co. He organized many congrega• 
tlons in upper Berke and Lehigh, and his labors 
extended, at various times, from Tulpehocken 
to Easton. He is burled at WeiBBenberg, His 
diary shows that UJ• to this time the EMton con• 
scregation had worshiped in a school house. About 
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this time the congregation on the old Philadelphia 
road must have fused with the Easton congrega­
tion. Muhlenberg, Halle Reports, p. 1099, says, 
under date of May 18, 1768, "~ man from Ea3ton 
visited me, who informed me that the Lutheran 
congregation of that place had bought n. large 
house for £400, (81066), which they intended to 
use for a church and parsonage, and they earn­
estly entreated the ministerium to obtain a faith• 
ful pastor for them." The building was sub­
sequently a part of the Washington hotel on Third 
street. Henry in hie history says this man was a 
Mr. David Berringer, the first tanner in Easton. 
It was perhaps in response to the above appeal 
that Rev. Bernhard Michael Hausihl was sent 
hither in December, 1768. He waP. the first pastor 
that actually resided in Easton. Dr. Richards 
thought it probable that hie term of service lasted 
until 1769. Subsequent research shows that he 
remained here but little more than a year, when 
he went to Philudelphia, and thence to South 
Curolina. About 1770 he became pastor of the 
Old Dut-Ob Lutheran Church in Now York City. 
When the British evacuated the city in 1782, being 
a loyalist, be went to Halifax, Nova Scotia, wh.,re 
he became pastor of a German Lutheran Churcli, 
J>ut subsequently went to Lopdon and was ordained 
by the Bishop of London, that he might receive 
aid from the society for the propagation of the 
Gospel. He died at Halifax, in 1799. He was 
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born at Heilbronn, studied nt Strasburg, and wns 
ordained and mnrried nt Rotterdam. He cnme 
to this country in 1752, and wus succellsively 
pastor nt Frederick, l\ld,, and Rending, Pa., before 
he took charge here. He is desoribcd as having 
been a man of fine culture, a~ilities, nnd orntoricnl 
t.'llent, but withal somewhat wilful and eccentric. 
· After a vncanoy of several years, thnt no re­
search can account tor, Rev. Christian Streit 
assumed the pastoral thnrge in 1769, nnd con­
tinued his services here for ten years. Ho com­
menced a record of baptisms, communicants and 
vestry meetings. This record was in existencein 
Doctor Richard's time but seems to have been lost.. 
It would be of great value to the congregation, ns 
it gives the first register of its communicants in 
1769, being but thirty in number. As the result 
of faithful labor, already in the next year t\ighteen 
were confirmed and one hund'recl nnd seventeen 
communed. For the satisfaction ot their descend­
ants I will make a transcript of th'e family names, 
as found in Doctor Richard's sermon, omitting 
the separate names of wives and son:s and daugh­
ters. In some cases tho spelling of them ·bus been 
modified by English usage. Tho first vestry, re• 
corded 1770, consisted of Elders, Melchior Stecker 
and rrederiok Kuhn. Deacons, ~Iiohael Lehn, 
Frederick Gwinner, Johantles Ries and 'Conrhd 
Iii.He. Members in 1769-71, Jacob Protimnn, 
Christopher Stecker, Conrad Ihriob, Heinrich 
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Schmidt, Johnnn·es Schneider, Christian Miller, 
George ,v. Raup, Eliznbeth Kegel, Rosina Stein­
hauer, Cnthnrino Gleis, Annn. 1\1. 'fongler, Helcnn. 
Beckor, CJnthnrino Drechsler, }i;liznbeth Riehl, 
Anna M. Jaeger, Eve Hoffmnn, Cnthnrino Denkist, 
Jost Miller. Bnrbara Lehr, Elizabeth Ahrendt, 
John l\Iosch, :Melchior Stecker, John Yeager, 
Ludwig Stecker, Mefohior Heid, Michael Upp, 
John Spangenberg, Andrew Uhler, Frederick 
Kuhn, Isaac Beruhnrdt, Christian Pfeiffer, Adnm 
Rieser, Anthony Deg, John G. Brittenbonder,·Poter 
Rieser, androw Grotz, Jacob ,veigand, Christian 
Holland, John Rios, Frederick Gewinner, Adam 
Dustnrt, John Flora, Theobal<l Drumheller, John 
Domnr, Znohnrias Hngelbcrchor, Christopher Bit­
tenbender, Philip Stcrin, Melchior Jung, Conrad 
Rohn, George Schioklo, Thomas Osterstock, l\Iartin 
Hasch, Ludwig Rieger, Andreas Eiohepmeyer, 
Jacob Lickfleld, Annn E. Arndt, John Bieberle, 
Cathnrino Schumacker, Rosina Steinhauser, Anna 
M. ,vngner, Catharine Dlnkey, FronioaSummeny, 
Susanna Schmely, Catharine Stolz, Elizabeth 
Kroner, Magd~lene Moser, Elizabeth Roiwr, Han­
nah Rustein, Margaret Vannetter, Michael lobe, 
,vmtnm Cromer, Jacob Buss, Matthias Gloser, 
Adum Sand, Michael Walter, Philip Koch, Ge~rge 
H. Seibert, Anthon Deokhnrt, John Papp, ~liza­
beth Fritschmnn, Nicholas Horn, Kunigunda 
Horn, Peter Hny, ,vminm Barnet· and otjlere. 
Some of the confirmed personfl in 1770 are c_bild• 
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ren of some of the above fnmilles. Others repre­
senting thtlir names are : Willinm Grothouse, 
Heinrich Bqsh, Jacob Sigmnn, Cnthnrine l\Jecker­
lehr, Magdalena Edelman, Eve M. Shiffer, John 
)foyer, Anna M. Messer, and Atma Best. 

During )Ir. Streit's pastorship, the present Ger­
man Reformed Church, in 'I'hird·etroct, minus tho 
tower and vestibule, was built ns a union church, 
for the ,ioint use of the Luthor~ns nnd Reformed. 
Its corner stone was laid June 8, 1775, nnd it wns 
consecrated Nov. 17, 1776. How crcditablo tho 
8rcotion of this church wns to the churchly spirit 
and Christion zeal of the Germnn forefnthers is 
evident from the fnct-thnt according to Mr. Hct1ry 
in 1778 the whole number of houses in Easton 
was but sixty-nine, nnd even in 1788 the popula­
tion was only about five hundred. He moreover 
mentions that in 1776 neurly the whole popula­
tion was German, and it would seem to be con­
firmed by the fact thut it was over forty yenm 
thereafter before an English chm·oh woe built, 
the First Presbyterian, in BushkHl street. That 
our Germans loved their adopted or native land 
is evident. Capt. John Arndt led a company one 
httt1dred and one st.rong, rank nnd file, to join 
Washington on Long Island, in August, 1776. 
They received a quick baptism of fire, for on the 
27th of the same month they were led into battle, 
and many of them were killed, wotmded or cap­
tured. The day after the battle they could rally 
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but thirty-three. Tho names of the whole com­
pany, with tho exception of twenty-three, are evi­
dently German. 

Rev. Christian Streit wns of Swiss extraction, 
but was born in N"w Jersey, June 7th, 1749, He 
wns the son of Leonard Streit, u dencon of the 
Rnrltnn Church, Now Gormnntown, N. J., who 
wns rnnrricd by Muhlenberg nt Raritan, July 81, 
1748 to the widow Reiner. He wns o. graduate of 
tho University of Pennsylvania. Studiecl Theol• 
ogy under the direction of Dr. 1\fuhlenhcrg, and 
wns licensed by the synod of Pennsylvania in 
1769, when he was but twenty yenrs of ago. Aftu 
leaving here ho served for a time us ohaplnin in 
the Ue\'o)utionnry wnr nnd then settled ns pastor 
of the Churd1 in Charlestown in 1778 where he 
was taken prisoner by the British nnd hel!l o.s such 
until ·Jiberntcd by exchange. ·In 1782 he took 
charge of churches in Pennsylvania at New Han­
over nnd vicinity. In 1786 he assumed the pas• 
tornte of the church in Winchester, Va., but was 
an indefi,tigo.J>le worker and prnotionlly a bishop 
for tho churches of a great part of the valley of 
Virginia. He died o_n the 10th of March, 1812. 

From June 1780 to June 1782 Rev. Frederick 
Ernst wns pastor of the church, in conlleotion 
with St. iames in ~till Valley, N. J., and a num­
bel' of other churches on both sides ·or the river. 
The manuscript proceedinp of Synod indicate 
that a vagabond clerical intruder gave him so 
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much trouble here, that he resigned and devoted 
his labors to St. Jnmes nnd congregations in 
Moore township. He was at the former pince in 
1790, Thereafter he moved frequently, nnd flnnlly 
settled and died at Manheim, Lnncnster county, 
Pa., in 1806. During my pastorate, his nged 
daughter, Mrs. EliznQeth Fickardt, long a mem­
ber of this church, departed 'ibis life. His son 
was Rev. Dr. ,Villinm Ernst, of Lebanon. 

From 1782 to 1798 Rev. Solomon Frederici had 
ohnrge. It has been found impossible to trnco out 
his personal history, save thnt he held no connec­
tion with the Synod. During his residence here 
the congregndon erected a pnrsonnge at the corner 
of Northampton and Second streets. The build­
ing is still standing. It wns sold in 1816, and tho 
proceeds applied to tho payment of the debt in• 
curred in the erection of tho present church build­
ing. · Rev. Augustus Henry Schmidt succeeded 
Mr. Frederioi in 1799, but only remained to near the 
close of 1801. He came over from Germany as an 
ordained minister, in 1795, and preached for 
a while at Tohickon, Bucks Co. In 1802 he perma­
nently located in that county, though there is no 
evidence that he resumed ministerial life. A grand­
son resides in Forks township and a grout grand­
son is a member of the Senior Class in Muhlen• 
berg College. In Nov. 1801, Rev. Christian Fred­
erick Louis Endress took oharge of the congrega­
tion, and served it until 1815, with the exception 
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of one year, which he spent in the State of New 
York. \Vhilst there is hut little doubt thnt Rev. 
Mr. Streit sometimes preached English, nnd acer­
tainty thnt Mr. Ernst did so ; Rev. Mr. Endress 
wns the first to do so regularly. 

In 1808 the stated use of the English was intro­
duced into the church, greatly to its benefit and 
advancement, ns many of tho inhabitants had 
ceased to use the German, nnd others never did 
use it. 'The first English church in the town was 
not erected until 1819, and tor years Rev. Endress 
was tho sole spiritual guide of the English citizens. 
Mr. Endress was born in Philndelphia, March 12, 
1775. His father (see Sprague?s Annals of Ameri­
can Lutheran Pulpit, p. lOi) as an argument with 
his children not to undervalue their Protestant 
faith, was accustomod to tell them that he was. a 
descendant of that Jacob Endrcss, who, as a rep­
resontnt.ive of the City of Nuremberg, subscribed 
tho Augsburg confession nt the famous Imperial · 
Diet in 1580. Young Endrcss graduated at the 
University ·of .Pe~nsylvanin, sl\bsequently served 
as one of its tutors, and in later life received the 
docto1·ate of divinity from it. He studied theol­
ogy under Dr. Helmuth, and preached ns licentiate 
for several years in the vicinity of Philadelphia, 
before assuming charge here. He left ERSton to 
succeed Dr. Henry E. G. Muhlenberg at Lancas­
ter, Pa., where he remained unttl his death, Sept. 
80, 1827. Ho was one of the most learned tlivfnes 
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of his dny, ne well ns one of tho most zonlous. 
During his stny hero, he regularly served ii: num­
ber of congregations, nnd miBSionated in· no less 
than fourteen in this county nnd New Jorscy. that 
were often without a minister. Tho pastor who 
next succeeded wns Rev. John· Peter Hecht. His 
ministry wue the longest in the history of tho con­
gregation, lusting from 1815 to 1845. During his 
pastorate an event occurred, that is tho occasion 
of our jubilee gntherlng to·day. It was tho sepa­
ration of the Lutheran portion of the congregation 
from the Reformed, in joint occupancy of the 
church in Third Street. Attempts wore made to 
dissolve this ecclesiastical partnership by purchase 
from, or solo to tho Reformed, but for n while 
without success. Pending settlement tho Luthor­
nn~ determined to build. and on the 81st of May, 
the corner stone of the present edifice Wt\S laid. 
It was consecrated Jan.: 1st 1882 by the name, 
"St- John's Evangehcnl Lutheran Church." 
Whether the congregntion had any distinctive 
title before that does not appear. Before tho con­
sqcration the Reformed settled tho olnim against 
them for 81600. This ndded to the 85,810, sec~red 
from the sale of the old parsonage went townrd 
the payment or this building, which, with organ 
and bell cost about 818,000. The last sermon Mr. 
Hecht preached in the old Union Church, and 
the one at the consecrntion or this one, are for the 
time being in the hands or your present pastor. 
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The venernble Rov. Henry S. MiJlcr hos recently 
furnished the following informntion as to the cor­
ner stone laying nnd consecration. On the for-­
mer occasion tho services were held at tho ne,v 
building, which hnd nttninoo the height of the 
foundation walls nnd was covered over, forming n. 
platform. Rev. Conrad Iaeger, of Hanover town­
ship, Lehigh county, deJh·ered an address in Ger-­
mun, nnd Rev. H. S. :MiJler in English, ancl the 
ceremony of laying tho etono was by the pastor. 
At the cousooration no one of the invited minis­
ters from abroad came, and the pnetor preached 
in German~ and conseorntcd tho building in the 
morning, nnd Mr. Millur preached at night. 

The erection and undivided use of thoir. now 
church forms an important era in tho history of 
the congregation. It enabled it to expand its 
activity and do more effective work in tho Master's 
cnuso. In the year of conscorntion, Aug. 5, a dis­
tinctively Lutheran Sunday School began its 
blessed mission among the children ; and in tho 
next year, April 10, 1888, a Benevolent Society 
was organized, and hos been maintained by tho 
ladies of the· con(tregntion, in its mot·oiful work 
ever since. A remarkable foot in the history of 
the Sunday School is, that it hns had but three 
s_uperintendentsslnce its origin, Messrs. H. Bender, 
H. 'Hammann and O. Hagenbuch. By Act of tho 
Legislature, approved Mnroh 4, 1850; the Bonevo­
lent Sooicty was permitted to receive a bequest of 
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five thousand dollars from Peter l\liller, Esq., and 
has since controlled the disbursement of the in­
terest, together with such gifts as the ben€volence 
of the members has added, Near the close of 
llr. Hecht's ministry a colony went forth nnd 
organized a new congregation under the title of 
Christ Church. It occurred ·in 1843, and unfor­
tunately wns not a peaceable separation. · Among 
the alleged motives was the desire· to worship with 
the exclusive use of the English language. The 
event was very saddening to Mr. Hecht, and started 
a train of inflences that led him to resign his 
charge in the spring of 1845. Mr. Hecht- was no 
ordinary man, as a brief sketch o~ his life will 
show. He was born in Bucks County, Feb. 28, 
1790, but losing his father in infancy he was taken 
to Philadelphia. His early educntion was most in­
judicious, but it showed the preci.ous talent in the 
boy. At three yenrs of age he could partly reud, 
and a Bible "to be all his own" was offered as a 
premiutu if he could read any chapter that should 
be selected, at five, He won the prize and thence­
forth his education wns carried on under high 
pressure. It embraced •Latin and Greek ahd 
Hebrew. At sixteen he was called upon to preqoh 
a trial sermon before tho congregation in old Zion's 
Church·, then locateu at the corner of Fourth and 
Cherry, his distinguished preceptors Dre. Helmuth 
and Schmidt, being, as it were. the show m~sters. 
·ae was licensed at nineteen, in 1809, and pu~ in 
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charge of congregations in and near Pottstown, 
which wus his pince of residence. From there he 
wns cal1ed to Carlisle and thence to Enston, in 
1815. Here he was for years a mnn of mark, and 
nn orator of high order. and impressiveness. Old 
members told me, during my own pastorate, thnt 
strangers visiting the place were taken by their 
entertainers to hear Mr. Hecht as an intellectual 
treat. Students sought his instruction in hoP.es 
of catching some of the fire of his genius ancl 
oratory. Among them were Revs. J. B. Gross 
~nd Henry S. Miller, the latter now the oldest 
minister on the roUs of tho Pennsylvania Synod. 
To such a man, long admired and honored by his 
people and his synod, when opposition and de­
sertion come, it came to crush. \Ve sit ht no 
judgment upon the nets and motives of that day 
as to pnstor or people. Let oblivion. fall on what­
ever separated friend from friend and the mantle 
.of charity lie over his nnme, as the winding sheet 
hns long lain over his manly form, and let him l?e 
kindly remembered for the long years of service 
he rendered· the church, and your forefather's 
souls. 

Aft.er a. vacancy of about Rix months, Rei. Dr. 
J. W. Richards took charge of tho congregation fn 
November, 1845. His administration was marked 
by pastoral diligence and prudence, and, despite 
the secession of Christ Church and the distractions 
through which the congregation had but recently 
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pnssed, the membership wns h1crensed to more 
than its original strength. In 1846 the parsonage 
adjoining the church wns built, at an expense of 
about twenty nine hundred dollars. He preached 
his farewell 8ermon March 9, 1851, to nsst1me 
chnrge of· his nncestrnl church, nt Rending. He 
}~ft a record of the officers of the church nt the 
time of his departure. Of the nine elders then in 
office not one sur,•ives; of the six deacons but 
three, in t.he persons of John Able, then mnrkctl 
Jr., Robert T. Horn and J. I. Bauer, still active 
mem hers of the St. John's Cll'urch of to-day. \\7ith 
Zachariah (1:5) we mny ask: "your fathers, where 
are they? nnd the prophets, do they live forever?" 
From Dr. Richard's day forward, the events of 
the lives of your pastors are so familiar to most of 
you that brevity of statement will hnve to bo con~ 
sidercd. Dr. Richards was born in Rending April 
18, 1808. He was a grandson of Dr. Henry Mel­
chior Muhlenberg, the Patriarch of our church on 
this continent. He studied theology with · his 
cousin, Dr. H. A. Muhlenberg, and wns admitted 
to the ministry in 1824. He labored successively 
at New Holland, Tho Trappe, Gormnntown,, here, 
and at Reading, where he 4ied, January 4, 1854. 
On the day of his death he preached tho funeral 
of one of his flock, and in lP.ss thnu fifteen minutes 
after his return to his own house, he expired. 
Verily in the midst of life we nre in death. 

Rev. Dr. O. F. Schaeffer succeeded Dr. Rich, 
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nrds in the pnstorute of St. Johns. in 1851, and 
continued his lnbors until 1856, when he ncceptccl 
the cull to a professorship in tho college nnd semi• 
nary nt Gettysburg. During his ministry here no 
important changes took pince in the church's 
,vork, save thnt Mrs. Schneffer organized the infant 
school. But whnt characterized the Doctors labors 
wns the most methodical devotion to pnstornl 
visiting, fuultless prcpnrntion for his pulpit min­
istrntions, nhd an unshrinking devotion to his 
work iil general, even when a disgusting epidemic 
mnde others shrink. He was born in Germantown, 
September 8, 1807, where his father, Rev. Fred­
erick D. Schneffcr, was pastor. All his associn• 
tions were scholnrly and he was the peer of nny 
or ull in the lit01·ary nnd theological institutions 
of the land. His publications number thirty-two. 
from the ponderous volume down to the elaborate 
review nrticle, and soon his -lectures on Doctrinal 
Theology, that will reveal the ripe scholarship 
and nice nccurucy of tho trained professional 
mind, will l~ave tho press, us a memdrinl volume 
published by the nlunmi of the seminary. He 
entered the ministry in 1829, and filled pnstornl 
charges at Carlisle, Hagerstown, l\fd., Lnn¢neter, 
Ohio, Red Hook, N, Y., and here. Thrice, was he 
called to a professor's chair. First to Columbus, 
Ohio, ns Professor of Theology. Then when he 
left here for Gettysburg, nnd for the last time, in 
1864, to the newly established seminary in Phila• 
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delphia, where he spent the last fifteen ycnra of 
his useful career. He departed this life November 
23, 1879, mourned by scores of pastors and 
students, with the deep affection of genuine rever­
ence and friendship. 

I almost shrink from saying thnt your humble 
speaker was called upon to become the successor 
of such a man. Such was his interest in your 
welfare that ho would not consent to go to Gett­
ysburg, until he wns_ sure you would be provided 
with a pastor. Accordingly, I was invited to 
visit the charge nearly six months before his term 
of service expired and was your pastor elect five 
months before enterihg upon duty. There was no 
interval between our pastorates. His terminn~!'d 
with March and mine ·began with April, 18o6. 
In 1858 the Synod of Pennsylvania convened in 
this church, and as soon ns it adjourned, your 
pastor with your kind leave of absence, sailed for 
Europe and remained abroad for four months; 
\Vith consent of tho vestry, he provided Revs. 
Dani. Garver and Nathan Iaeger, respectively for 
the English and German, as substitutes. Both 
have passed away from the service of the Master 
,here to His presence above. In 1860 a most im­
portant event occurred in this congregation's his­
tory, Its work had become very exacting and 
laborious, and it was generally coneceded that it 
was beyond one man's strength. I believe the 
credit is due to Dr. Detweiler, Sr., for :proposing 
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the remedy. He was your pnstor's physician as 
well ns of some of you. He bluntly told some of the 
vestrY, thnt if they did not wish to kill their pns• 
tor, they should cnll an assistant. Accordingly on 
one Sunday the worthy President of the vestry, 
l\lr. James Dinkey, asked mo to cnll a specinl 
meeting, without informing me of its purpose. It 
would seem thnt they had no desire, just then, to 
see their pastor promoted to the Kingdom in 
Glory, and the result wns nn assistant was called 
to take the German, in the person of Rev. Philip 
Pfntteicher. The proof of the wisdom of their 
choice, is the fact that for twenty-two years he has 
labored among you, with abundant success and 
with constantly increasing respect and affection. 
\Vith June, 1862, my pastorate came to an end, 
and may I say, with mutual regret and unabated 
confidence. The motive for the separation wns 
the very feeble condition of Mrs. Sadtlcr's health. 
A providential opening presented 'itself for hon­
orable employment as principal and pastor of 
Luthorville_ Female Seminary, where, at the same 
time hia wife could be exempt from all domestic 
care. 

Rev. Dr. B. l\l. Schmucker assumed charge of 
the English portion of the con1tregation in the 
fall of 1862, and in connection with Mr. Pfatteichcr 
harmoniously nnd successfully carried forward 
its work, doing ample justice to tho worshippers 
nud Sun.day _Schools in both languages. Whilst 



46 MEMORIAL VOLUJIK, 

the question of a separate German organization 
and church building wns often discussed, the time 
for carrying it out hnd not !·ut arrived. In 1867 
Dr. Schmucker 1·esigncd the charge and removed 
to Reading. He was succeeded by Rev. E. Balfour 
early in the next yenr. His ministry lnstcd from 
1868 to 1874. During his pastor,\te the import• 
ant step wns taken of selling a pnrt of th~ old 
grave yard, adjoining the church on the west, and 
with the proceeds ennbling the German portion 
of the congregation to procure a church nnd or­
ganize ns Zion's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
The church record under date of February 3, 1868, 
gh•es the following rcsQlution : "Re80lved, 'l'hnt 
feeling the urgent necessity of another church, we 
will take steps to sell a portion of the grave yard 
and that the proceeds, nfter carefully removing 
and reinterring the dead thereon, be applied 
townrd the purchase and erection of n. church for 
the German portion of the congregation." At the 
congregational meeting held to confirm this vestry 
action, there were ninety votes for, and twenty" 
against selting. Delays were necessary to perfect 
title and it was not until December 19, 1871, thnt 
the work of separation was completed by the dis­
mission of two hundred and seventy-eight mem• 
hers to the r,ew organization. The ground in 
question was sold to tho school board of the bor• 
ough, and the whole amount realized, together 
with interest 011 a portion of the same, making 
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$20,408,50, wnR pnid over to Zion,s Ohureh. The 
lleformed Dutch Church on Fifth street wns pur­
ehnsed nnd extensh•ely repaired nnd improved for 
their use. In 1874 Rev. Mr. Belfour resigned the 
pustornte to take chnrge of a mission enterprise 
in Chicago, nnd Rev. J. R. Groff entered upon 
duty here in the same year. Under.his ministry 
the missionary zcnl ot the congregation wns fos­
tered nnd mission Sunday Schools were planted 
in several directions. The most important of 
these wns St. Luke's Mission in \Vest_ \Vnrd, 
originally, however, unclertnken in connection 
with Christ's nnd Zion's Churches. It hns since 
passed under the entire control of St. John's. A 
new bell was contracted for, but wns not put into 
position until after l\Ir. Graff's resignation and 
departure in the fall of 1881, to take charge of the 
church in Danville. 

In December, 1881 your present pnstor, D. H. 
Geissinger, wus called from New York City to the 
spiritual oversight of the flock, and entered upon 
his duties Qn Feb. 3rd, 1882. The work started 
by his predecessor in \Vest \Vo.rd is being prose­
cuted with commendable zeal and liberality, A 
flourishing Sunday School is maintained, a s'Uita­
ble lot has been purchased and paid for, nt ihe 
corner of Eleventh and Ferry stre~te, and there is 
in process of completion a beautiful chapel, which 
in due time will be the ecclesiastical home of St. 
John's Inst born spiritual daughter. 
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And now, my brethren, we hnve brought down 
the history of your congregation, its churches and 
pastors to the present time. \Ve have remembered 
the days of old nnd considered the years of many 
generations. Those years hnve been one hundred 
and forty two. ,ve have asked the fathers nnd 
the elders, and like old people genemlly do when 
they talk of the past, ihey have hnd so much to 
show and tell that they have kept me all this 
time reciting it . 
. II. I started out to discusss a second question : 
What are the apiritual lessons for the furtherance of the 
Ohri8tian, graces and activity we Bhould deduce from 
the a8certained Jae~ in your hi8tory 1 

Learn. l-0 recognize the triith and gratefully conjesa it, 
tluit the Lord Jesus Ohrut, the living Head of H~ 
Church ha.8 been with you, and given you the general 
peace and pro8J>erity, and apiritual power that have 
cha;•acterized your congre11atwnal hiJJtory through the 
generations from your origin tmtil 1tow. 

Your ancestol'd came from lands harried and 
impoverished by persecution, to a · wildernCBS 

· without schools or churches, a ministry or the 
ordinances. Yet such was their craving for the 
spiritual· food and solace furnished by the church 
and ht)r minbtry, that they sought to supply the 
want before thoy had comfortable shelter over 
their heads or food for their bodies. There wns a 
dearth of prophets in the land and no wonder 
some imposte1s and vagrants imposed themselves 
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upon the gospel-hungry people. Y ct, as a general 
thing, this congregation wns mercifully spared, 
and ulmost throughout its entire history it hns 
enjoyed the ministrations of able and faithful pas­
tors. And hero, and now, on this jubilee occasion 
it is right and proper that your •'To Deum Lau­
damus,,, your thnuksgivings •and praises should 
resound in His consecrated sanctuary; not only 
consecrated by your ancestors, act, but by His 
presence and blessing, when here you have prayed 
and plead, have been feel with the bread of life, 
and portnken of Him who is the life itself. 

And forget not that, so to speak, the fidelity 
and fervor of ull your pnstors have gone into your 
spiritual life and growth. As it is not the food of 
any one meal, or any year's meals that makes up 
your bodily organizati6n, so it has taken the 
prayers and labors of cvon your ancestor's pastors 
to help to build up in you the spiritual temple of 
the soul. No mun can trace back all the influen­
ces that made him what he is. There are propa­
gated influences that have come down through pa· 
rents and grand-parents directly and through 
their pastdrs, in their generations, and the net 
product is yourselves as you are to-day, in your 
Christian stature, be it vigorous or feeble. 

''God buries His workmen, but carri013 on their 
work." You have reason for gratitude ihat Dr. 
Muhlenberg, Dr. Endress and · Dr. Schaeffer 
preached here, as :well as that you have at present 
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n faithful pnstor. " 7 e, ns pastors, wherevor we 
labor, will never forget whut our Afasfet· hns said, 
!John 4:86-37: "He thnt rcnpcth reccivet.h wnges 
nnd gnthereth fruit unto life et ,rnnl ; thnt both 
he thnt sowcth nncl he thnt rci.pcth mny rejoice 
together. And herein is thnt saying true, one 
sowcth nnd nnothcr tcnpcth;" 
· Lay to heart another lesson to be gleaned from 
your congregntionnl history: God ltas given you, 
your p>'o8perity, whUst you maintained your fidelity 
t-0 tlte' true Lutheran doct,·ine and usages. 'l'his church 
is chartered ns a ChriEtfon church, hound in its 
teachings to the word of God, ns interpreted in 
its true menning in the Augsburg Confession. Snve 
when in its earlier history nn oconsional imposter 
came along, whose articles of fttith were sundry 
loaves and fishes, the pn.stors of tho church hnvo 
never depnrtcd from that Rtnnclnrd. And God's 
abundant blessing hos rested upon it, n.nd from its 
altars hosts have gone up to its grent Hend nncl 
their robes nrc light ns their souls nre saintly. So 
too, the congre~ntion hns been consistently 
Lutheran nnd churchly in its worship nnd OUS• 

toms. Throughout its histo1·y it has used tho 
liturgics in vogue, for .n. long time the ono pub­
lished by the New York Synod, nnd, since 1868, 
the Church Book published by authority of the 
General Cotmcil. It hns adhered to the practice 
of cntechctionl instruction by its pastors, from 
Muhlenberg to the present, and hns profited by 



HfSTORIO.AL SER.llON. 51 

it, in the stenclfnstness to tho fnith of the fnthers\ 
The result is thnt the Lutheran Church in Easton 
and vicinity hus mnintnincd its hold on its mcm-. 
bcrship and their deccndnnts, I believe more 
largely than in nny city in Pennsylvania, in propor­
tion to Rizo. St. John's mny fnirly claim the title 
of mother of churches. \Vhilst her own member: 
ship is unnbnted, there hnve descended from her 
as children, Christ Church, with a membership 
of two hundred nnd fifty, and a Sunday School 
of three hundred nnd ftfty•eight, officers uncl 
teachers. Zion's German Lutheran, with four 
hundred and fifty members and five hundred and 
thh'ty in the Sunday School. St. Paul's with two 
hundred and thirty-five members, Sunday School 
two hundred and seventy. St.. Peter's, on College· 
Hil1, wi_th a. hundred and thirty-five members, 
nn<l a Sunday School of two hundred and twenty, 
-'l'he First Colored ·Church. St. Paul's, in South 
Easton, nnd a mission school, with large memberr 
ship in both.. St. John's (German) in Phillips­
burg, with a hundred and fifty members and a 
hundred and twenty-eight in the Sunday School. 
Grnce Church, Phillipsburg, with a hundred and 
ten members, n1id o.Sundn.y School of two hundred 
nnd forty· seven, besides St. Luke's Mission in 
\Vest \Vnrd with nn over-crowded school; only 
.waiting larger quarters for further inorrlnse, \Ve 
have no means of knowing how mnny have gone 
forth from tho Sunday School of the parent church 
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and have entered the ranks of tho· ministry. 
From memory we name Ro\'. Dr. E. Unangst, of 
Guntoor, India, the senior missionary of the Gen­
eral Synod nmong the Tclugus. Rev. Prof. M. 
H. Richards, and Rev. Prof. 'I'. L. Seip, of Muh­
lenberg College. Re\'. E.T. Horn, of ChnrJcston, 
S. C., and :Mr. George \V .. Sandt, whose title of 
Reverend is in the near future. Surely there 
is vitnl power in the system of truth w·e confess, 
for it is the truth of God. 

There is another lesson which tho history of 
this congregation has forcibly .unfolded. It is, 
that the queation of lang1iage fairly and honeatly met, 
need not be a bar to the proBperity of our Lutheran 
Zion, but may rather advance it. It is well known 
that the origin of our church in this country wns 
a German one. The Scnndinuvian immigration 
of two centuries ago 1cn no lasting impression, 
because so limited. It is diff~rent now. Unfor­
tunately our German ancestors in most places 
held on too pertinaciously to the exclusive uso of 
the mother tongt1e. In Philadelphia. every effort 
to introduce English into the worship of tho 
church was summarily cru~hed, until, in 1806, 
St. John's, in Rnce street, was organized with Rev. 
Philip F. Mayer, as pastor. Untolcl injury wns 
the result of the policy pursued. Here better 
counsels prevailed, and the English wns used oc­
casionally long before by Re,•s. Streit and Ernst, 
and regularly. from· 1807 forward by Dr. Endress 
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nnrl succeeding pnstoffJ. In the course of years, 
t.he Eng1ish won the mastery, but it did not expel 
the German, even though the descendants of the 
first Rettlers had become almost entirely English. 
Germans continued to arrive from the fatherland 
nnd were welcomed ne members, until it became 
nppnront that there was work for two pastors and 
two flocks. The amicable and Christian manner 
in which the rights and privileges of both pnrtics 
were respected and conserved in the final arrnnge­
ments and eeparnt.ion is worthy of nil commen,la­
tion. The qucsUon of language, so disturbing and 
hitter in many places, woe d<!nlt with sensibly and 
justly, and you have your reward in the pence 
nnd prosperity of your churches and in the priv­
ilege of teaching by your example, that the true 
mission of our many-tongued church is.to follow 
its members with whatever language they best 
understand, without any fear of the purity of their 
faith sufferhu: thereby. 

It was the elder Muhlenberg's policy. As oc­
casion required it, ho pro:\ched in German, Eng­
lish, Holland Dutch, and even French. It was 
Paul's policy. I Cor. 14:19: ''In the church I 
had_rnd1er spe~k five words with my understand,. 
ing, that by my voice I might teacli others, also, 
thnn ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.,, 

Finally lay to heart the lesson your history has 
taught, in some measure, that, th6. sµ.reBt way to 
secure theb[e.jsings of God.uponyourcongregation, and 
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UJ>on yom· own souk, is to W01'k for God, in effo1'l,s to 
benefit and sav~ other aouls.'' 

,vhet~ nny tnnn limits his effort to snving his 
own soul, if ever he docs succceed, it will bo "ns 
by fire." So with congrcgntions. The selfish 
policy thnt lhuits effort to its own household will 
introduce a dry rot into it, thnt will leaveitsickly 
sleepy and bnrren. From the period of its occu• 
pnncy of n sanctuary of its own, the congrcgntion 
strove to provide for its poor, and devoted itself 
to the _spiritual e<lucntion of its children in both 
lnngunges, and latterly hos gone even beyond its 
own pnlo and hns cared for the neglected youth 
of the highways nnd hedges. It is in imitation of 
the Great Teacher, "who went. about doing good.,, 
His blessing will not fnil to come back with rich­
est rewards. Prov. 11:25 : "The libcrnl soul shall 
be mnde fat, and he that wntereth shall be watered 
also himself.,, · 

In this jubilee service _lot us joyfully obey the 
royal Psalmist, 7:11, "Sing praises to the Lord 
which dwelleth in Zion; dcolnre among the peo­
ple His doings.» ,ve will not )Jerform the cxternnl 
act, but wo can and should join in the testimonial 
in spirit, as with Samuel we give expression to 
our gratitude. 1 Saml. 7;12, ''Then Samuel took 
a stone nnd set it between Mizpch and Shen, and 
called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, hitherto 
hnth the Lord helped us." Lovingly recognizing 
the Divine goodness in the pnst, mny we trust• 
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ingly commit ourselves to His present nnd future 
guidnncc, nnd in thnt fellowship which is "with 
the Fnthcr nnd with His Son Jesus Christ," mny 
we go on, diligent in that Father's business, fcr­
\'ent in tho spirit of that Son, until the consola­
tions of the Holy Ghost nre multiplied unto us so 
freely, that mnde meet for "tho inheritance of the 
Saints in light,,, we may join the "thousands of 
thousnnds," many of whom once worshiped in 
this Court of the Lord, nnd S~y, Rev. 5:12, 
"worthy is the Lamb thnt was slni to receive 
power, nncl riches, and. wisdom, nnd strength, and 
honor, nnd glory, and blessing." Amen. 



Charter of St. John's Lutheran Church. 

(This Charter waa originally g_!!\Dted during the admln­
l&tt-atlon or Gov. Thomas McKean, In 1807. It was 
amended slightly during the pastorate or Rev. J. R. Groff 
In 18'11S. The original Charter ls recorded in D.'Cd Book 
A, Vol. 7, p. 89, of Northampton County archive... The 
entry was made 2d Jan., 1848,) 

· 2o all ro whom these present$ ahall come, Greeting :· 
Know ye~ That we whose names are hereunto 
subscribed, being citizens of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, having n@sociated for the purpose 
of worshiping Almighty God, and being desirous 
of acq•tiring and enjoying the -powers and immu­
nities of a corporation or body politic in law, · 
according to an Act of the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth aforesaid, passed the sixth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one, do hereby declare 
thl\t we have associated ourselves together for the 
purpose aforesaid, by the name, style and title, 
and under the articles and conditions following : 
that is to say : 

ARTICLE I, 

Natne, 
That the name, style and title of this corpora­

tion shall be, ST. JoHN's EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CoNOREGATION OF EASTON, p A, 
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ARTICLE II. 

Corporate Autl,ority. 

Thnt tho subscribers nnd such others as shnl 
hereafter be admitted or become members of the 
said congregation, shnll become nnd be a body 
politic in. law and in fnct, to hnvo continuance by 
the nnme, style and title aforesaid, and shall have 
full power nnd autho1·ity to make, have, nnd use 
one common seal, with such device and inscrip­
tion ns they shall deem proper; nnd the same to 
brenk, niter or renew nt their pleasure, and by the 
nnme, style nnd title nforesnid, shall be capable 
in lnw to sue and be sued, plead and be implended, 
in any court or courts, before any judge or judges, 
justice or justices, in nll manner of suits, com­
plaints, pleas, cnuses, matters nnd demands what­
soever, und all l\nd every matter or thing therein 
to do in ns full and effectual a manner ns · ,my 
other person or per:Jons, bodies politic und cor­
porate within this Commonwealth mny or cnn do, 
and shall be authorized and emJ•owercd to make 
rules, by"laws and ·ordinances, and to do every­
thing needful for the good government and sup­
port of the nffnirs of the said corporntion ; pro­
vided ahmys that the said by-laws, rules and 
ordinances, or any of them be not repugnant to 
the constitution and laws of the United States, to 
the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth; 
or to the present instrument. 
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ARTICLE III, 

<Japacity in Law. 
That the said congrt\gation and their successors 

by the name, style, and title aforesaid shall be 
able and capable in law, according to the terms 
and conditions of this instrument, to take, receive 
and hold all and all manner of lands, tenements, 
rents, annuities, franchises and hereditaments. 
nnd any sum, and sums of money, and any man• 
ner and portion of goods and chattels, bequeuthed 
to the said congregation to be employed and dis• 
posed of according to the objects, 01ticles and con• 
ditions of this instrument, the Rules and By-Laws 
of the said corporation, or the will nnd intention 
of the donors. Provided always, thnt the clear 
yearly value or income of the messunges, houses, 
lnnds and tenements, rents, annuities and other 
hereditaments and real estate of the said corpora­
tion, and the interest of motleys by the said cor­
poration lent, shall not exceed the sum of flve 
hundred pounds. 

ARTICLE IV, 

Onnpo-nent Members. 

SEO. 1. That the said congregation shall co~sist 
together with its regular minister of such persons 
of the Evangelical persuasion, h1 and near Easton, 
as have been baptized, confirmed, and with the 
congregation have communed at the table of the 
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Lord nt least once in a year, unless prevented by 
sickness 01· unavoidable absence, arc nt least 
eighteen years of age, contribute the yearly 
amount, as fixed by the Church Council, toward 
the support of the congregation and its minister, 
and conduct themselves in general as good and 
orderly members of the community. 

SEc. 2. The only persons entitled to vote at any 
meeting or election are male members of the con­
gregation, who have completed the twenty-first 
year of their age, and have fulfilled all the condi­
tions of the constitution; excepting at the election 
of a Pastor, at which election males and females 
who have fulfilled first part of Article IV. 

ARTICLE V, 

Vestry. 

That the snid congregation is and shall be here­
nfter legally represented by a Church Council or 
Vestry consisting of the following persons, to wit: 
'fhe Reverend Christian Frederick Lewis Endress, 
minister; Jacob \Veygandt, George \Villiam Raup, 
Conrad Bittenbender, Trustees. Peter Nungesser, 
John Riel, John Barnet, Frederick Wagner, 
Christian Kisselbach and Matthias Stecker, Elders. 
And Conrad Rohn, Jacob Seip, Henry Osterstock, 
Philip Brotzman,John Werkheiser, and Valentine 
Weber, \Vardene; and their several successors to 
be appointed in form and manner as hereinafter 
specified. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

Duty and At,thority o.f Vestry. 
Tirnt the said vestry, any seven of whom shall 

be a quorum, shaJl meet at least, once in every 
year, and ns much oftener ns they shnll have 
oconsion, nt such time nnd place ns shnll be de­
termined on by themselves, public notice thereof 
having been given from the pulpit of their church, 
in Easton, or of the church in which the snid 
congregation hold their worship, immediately 
after thv ordinary service,. and before the conitre­
gation shall be dismissed, or written or printed 
notice le~ at the house of each member of the 
vestry within seven days of the time of said meet­
ing, which written or printed notice shall be 
signed by the president or any two members of 
said vestry. They shall have authority to elect 
and appoint n·om among themselves a president., 
and also to appoint and elect from among them­
selves or the members of the congregation n. secre­
tary ; and to elect and appoint from ampng the 
members of the congregation not belonging to the 
vestry, a treasurer for the said congregation, and 
the same officers to remove at their pleasure ; to 
appoint the several duties of the several officers 
and mem hers of the said vestry, to call general 
meetings of the congregJition whenever occasion 
may require, to regulate all matters belonging to 
the incomes and expenditures of the congregation, 
to make by-laws for the proper government of the 
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vestry itself, ns well ns nll the by-laws, rules, nnd 
ordinances of the cong1·egation in general, nnd to 
do everything else thnt the congregation in cor­
pora is empowered to do, and that is needful for 
the good government and support of the secular 
affairs of the said congregation. Provided always, 
that the said vestry keep a fair and accurate 
journal of their proceedings, to be inscribed in a 
book to be kept for that purpose, and provided 
that a bond be taken from the treasurer, with 
sufficient sureties and in a sufficient sum for the 
faithful appropriation of the moneys intrusted to 
him ; and provided further thut the vestry make 
no purchase or sale of any real estate, without 
first obtaining- the consent of two-thirds of such 
of the members of the said congregation ns shall 
af,'ter regular notice from the pulpit, the altar, the 
minister's or eider's sent, have convened to decide 
the same by ballot or otherwise; which notice 
shall be given at ]east fourteen days before such 
meeting of the congregation, and within thirty 
days thereof, and shall duly declare the cause of 
such convention. 

ARTICLE VII, 

Comtituent Members and Succemon of Vestry. 
SEO, 1. The said Rev. Christian . FrcderiqJc 

Lewis Endress, Jacob \Veygandt, George William 
·Raup, Conrad Bittenbender, Peter Nungesser, 
John Riel, John Barnet, Frederick \Vagner, 
Christian Kiaselbach, Matthias Stecker,. Conrad 
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Rohn, Jncob Seip, Henry Osterstock, Philip 
Brotzman, John Werkheiser, and Valentine \Ve .. 
her, the first and present members of the vestry, 
shall be and continue the vestry aforesaid until 
they or any of them be removed or their places 
~upplied in manner following to wit: 

SEo. 2. If a motion backed with some good ancl 
rensonnble cause (ns ill conduct, incapability for 
his office or calling or the like, on the part of the 
present or future minister) be made and seconded 
at a regular meeting of the vestry, purporting 
that it is the opinion of the said corporation or 
vestry tnat the snid minister ought to be removed 
from his calling in the congregation, the said 
motion shall not be decided until another meeting 
of the vestry to be held at least one month after 
that on which the motion was made, and if the 
said motion should then be carried by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members of the vestry, in such 
case, a meeting shall be held of the congregation, 
called in manner and form ns prescribed in the 
latter part of Article VI, at which said meeting, 
the members of the congregation, shall by a ma­
jority of votes, given by ballot, finnlly decide 
whether or not the minister shn:U be removed 
from hie calling in the congregation; and, if on 
such vote. it shall be decided that he shall be -re-­
moved, then the vestry shall duly report his re­
_moval to a Germall Evangelical Lutheran Minis• 
terium of Pennsylvania, and give the minister at 
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least three months notice of his said removal. 
Hereupon, or in cnsc of l'P.signation or death of 
the minister, the vtJtry shall, with conscientious­
ness and in the fear of God, forthwith look around 
among the reguJar ministers of the Gospe"l accord­
ing to the unaltered Augsburg Confession for 
another person suitabJe to supply the vacancy;. 
in\'ite one or more ministers to preach as candi­
d ates, and after ten days notice from the pulpit 
011 election shall be hAld, at which but .one candi­
date shall be nominated and balloted for at a 
time, voting for or against tho candidate. Two­
thirds of the vote cast shall elect, and when it 
shall then and there have been decided, which of 
them is the minister elect, the vestry shall send 
to said minister a call in form and manner as 
they shaJl deem most consonant to the general 
wishes of the congregation, provided it be not re• 
pugnant to this instrument. In case the minister 
so elected should accept the call, then shall the 
said minister be deemed and considered as the 
minister of the said congregation, and a member 
of the said vestry, until his place shall become 
vac.ant by his death, removal or resignation;· and 
the foregoing shall continually be the manner of 
the removal and appointment of the ministers of 
·this congregation. But in case_ the minister called 
should not accept of the call, then a new and like 
electio1t shall be held and so on unttJ the vacancy 
·be supplied. 
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SEC. 8. The present trustees shall, ns soon ns 
conveniently may be after the enrollment of this 
instrument, make conveyance unto the cong1·ega .. 
tion of all estates which they have hitherto held 
in trust ror the snid congregation, but they shall 
still remain members of the vestry during good 

. behavior, or as long as they are willing to con­
tinue the1·ein, or re,nain members of the congre• 
gatioh. None, however, of the arduous duties of 
the vestry shall be imposc_d on them, or either of 
them without their own ~onsent. In case of 
death, removal or resignation of the trustees or 
either of th~m, the vacancy shall be filled up, but 
no more under the name of trustees, but their suc­
cessors shall severally be considered and styled ns 
elde_rs, and subject to change of election in man­
ner and order as in the next succeeding artfole is 
provided in relation to the elders of the congre­
gation. 

Sro. 4. The elders nnd wardens hereinbefore 
named, shall be divided into three clasRes, as fol• 
lows, viz: Peter Nungesser and John Riel shall 
compose the first class of the elders, and Conrad 
Rohn and Jacob Seip, the first class of wardens, 
and shall continue in• office until the flrst day of 
January, in the year ot' our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eight. John Barnet a·nd 
Frederick .Wugner, shall compose the second class 
of elders, and Henry Osterstock and Philip Brotz­
man the second class of the wardens, and shall 
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continue in office until the first doy of January, 
one thousand eight hundred nnd nine ; and 
Christian Kisselbach and Matthins Stecker shall 
compose the third class of the elders, and Valen• 
tine \Vcber nnd John Werkheiser the third class 
of the wardens, and shall continue in office until 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hun­
dred and ten, _ On the first \Vednesday in Decem• 
her of each yenl' the congregntion shall nominate 
officers to succeed those whose terms of office ex• 
pire, or to fill vacancies that may occur._ Officers 
whose terms expire are re•eligible. Notice of the 
meeting to be given ten days previous; and on 
the first day of January in the next aud every 
succ.eeding year, unless the s1dd first day of Janu• 
ary should happen to be Sunday, and then on the 
following day, the members of the congregation 
shall elect by ballot from among the members a 
competent number of persons to succeed the class 
whose term of office shall then expire ; which 
persons so elected shall continue in office three 
years, and also to supply such vacancies as shall 
have happened m any other class, by death, resig• 
nation or removal. And public notice shall be 
given of every such election in the church in the 
manner before mentioned, and the person who 
s~all have the greatest number of votes given at 
any such election shall be duly elecood. And 
when any of the trustees shall die, or decline as 
hbreinbefore mentioned, un elder to succee~ euch 
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trustee shnll belong to and be chosen with the 
class which shall be elected next after the occur• 
renco of such vacancy, unless such class shall 
already contain three elders, and in that case the 
person so elec~ed shall belong to tho next class 
\\thich does not contain three eld~rs. But if more 
than one of the said trustees shall die or decline 
as aforesaid, in nny 0110 year, in that case the 
vAoancy shall be so supplied nt the next election, 
as that the number and the order of the classes be 
regularly preserved.· Provided, always, t~at noth• 
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent 
the re--election of any elder or warden whose term 
shall ha\7e expired, and provided that six of the 
trustees ahd elders and three wnrdens shnll always 
be resident within the Borough of Easton. 

In testimony whereof we have herf'unto set our 
hands the ~econd day of December, in the year of 
our lord one thousand eight hundred nnd seven. 

Signed, CHRISTIAN ENDRESS1 Minister, 
And others. 

NoRTHAllPTON COUNTY, ss. :· 

Recorded in the office for recording of deeds, 
etc., at Easton, in and for said County, in Book 
of Miecellnniee No. lo, p. 482, et seq. Entered the 
eighth day of April, A. D., 1876. 

Witness my hand arid the seal of said office. 
(SEAL] JOHN H. ODENWELDER, 

Recorder of Deeds, etc, 



Charter of the Benevolent Society of St. 
John's Lutheran Church. 

\Vhereas it is the declaration of holy writ that 
"the poor shall never cease out of the land," and 
we are commanded, "to open our hand wide unto 
our brother, to our poor and our needy, in the 
land," we would therefore obey this injunction, 
"lest the poor cry unto tho Lord against us, an<l 
it be sin unto t,s." 

For the furtherance of thls object., and being 
desirous to acquire and enjoy the powers and im• 
munities of a corporation or body politic in law, 
we whose names nro hereto subscribed, being citi· 
zens c,f the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, do 
form ourselves into an association, undor the fol• 
lowing 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLR I, 

Name. 
The name, style and title of the ~ssociation 

shall be "The Benevolent Society of the Evangel• 
ical Lutheran Church of St. John's in. Easton, 
Pennsylvania." 
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ARTICLE JI. 
Object. 

The object of the Society shall be to afford re• 
lief in the way of counsel and support to the 
peedy and distressed or worthy poor, who are 
inembers in ~ood standing in the said congrega­
t\on of St. John's, and if it be found expedient, 
also to relieve others who are needy, out of our 
cot\nection. 

ARTICLE lit, 

Members, huu. 
All persons of good moral character, members 

or 'friends of the congregation, being citizens of 
this Corinnonwealth ot Pennsylvania, may become 
members oflhis society. They must be proposed 
by a member at a stated meeUng, and receive o. 
majority of the votelJ preRent, and pay such quar­
terly contributions as shall from time to time be 
appointed by ·the associatlon-at present, twenty 
cents quarterly. 

ARTICLE IV, 

Ojficers. 
The officers of the society shaU consist of a 

President, a Vice President, n Secretar.v, n Treas­
urer, and a Board of Stewards or Visitors, to be 
chosen annually by ballot or otherwise. The 
officers (in case of failure to elect others or refusal 
of others elected to serve) to hold over tiil an 
election is· held at ti stated or special meeting, 
and the vacancy is filled. 
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ARTICLE V, 

Meetings, Election. 

69 

The stntcd meetings of the society shnll be held 
quarterly, viz: On the first Wednesday of Janu­
ary, April, Ju)y and October. 

The anniversary meeting, at which the officers 
are to be elected, to be held on the day of the 
quarterly meeting in October. Special meetings 
may be convened by the president at nny time 
thotJght nec£~nry by him, and shall be convened 
nt the request of five or more members, 

ARTICLE VI, 

Managers. 
The minister of the congregation, the officers of 

the society, and the stewards shall compose a 
board of mn.nngors, who shall meet monthly, or 
ns often ns deemed necessary by them, and shall 
keep nn account of their proceedings, and shall 
report qunrterly to the society, at its meetings. 

ARTICLE VII, 

Relief. 
AU applications for relief, as well as representa­

tions of suffering, shall be made to the stewards 
in their respective wards or districts, who shall 
investigate each case, at· the meeting of the b~ard 
of managers the manner and amount of relief.to 
be granted shall be decided ; tho relief to be in 
money only when disease or urgent distress render 
any other mode of relief unavailable. Tho num-
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her of applicants, the names of the persons apply• 
ing or through whom application was made, the 
distribution of moneys or articles which they 
thought proper to make, the state of the fund~, 
and the sphere of their exe1·tions, and such other 
l'elevant matter as they may deem interesting 
shall be rep·orted quarterly to the society, by the 
managers. If thought more expedient, the names 
of the beneficiariell may he omitted in the report. 
In doubtful cases for -relief, the managers may 
obnsult the society, and they must always be gov­
eh1ed by its expreSBed wishes. 

ARTICLE VIll, 

Di8tricu. 
T~a town or limits of the society's· operations 

shall be dividtd into wards or districts, ns many 
as may be thought necessary from time to time, 
and to each district not less than two stewards or 
visitors shall be appointed . 

.\RTICLE IX, 

Dutus. 
The duties of the officers shall be such os usu­

ally belong to such officers respectively, or as 
shall be defined in the by-law if such be macle, 

ARTICLE X, 
R1,lu. 

The society shall .have power to transact all 
business and matters ap~ertainlng thereto, agree• 
ably to the rules and by;.Jaws thereof, and aleo 
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make and ordain such rules and by-laws for 
the better mnnngement and government of the 
said corporation, as they, or a majority of them 
regularly convened shall deem expedient and 
useful, and the same to put in execution, revoke 
or annul, alter or amend at their pleasure. Pro­
vided always, that said rules and by-laws, or any 
of them, be not repugnant to the constitution and 
laws of the Commonwealth, or to this present in­
strument, and shall. not give power to dissolve 
this society, unless by the consent of four-fifths of 
all the members of this association present nt any 
stated meeting, due notice having been given of 
the intended dissolution. 

ARTICLE XI, 

PoBBe88ums. 
The said corporation and their successors shall 

forever hereafter, be able and capable in law, to 
have, purchase, tnke, receive and hold lands, ten­
ements, rents, annuities, franchises and other her• 
editnments, as also any sQ.m or sums of money and 
any manner and portion· of ·goods and chattels, 
which, at nny time, shall be given or granted, 
bargained, sold, released or devised, or othetwise 
conveyed to the said society, or to any other ·per­
son or persons for their use, or in trust for them 
by any other person or persons whatsoever, the 
same to be vested and established in the said 
tmciety ·and its successors forever,. to be secured 
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by them for the purpose of being applied accord• 
ing to the intention of the donor or donors, in 
the spirit of the object of this association, Pro­
vided always, that the clear yearly value, or in­
come ot' the real and personal estate of the corpo­
ration shall not, at any time, exceed the sum of 
two thousand dollars. 

ARTICLE XU, 

2reaaurer. 
The treasurn': Lefore he or she enters upon the 

dutieiJ of the office, may, for the faithful purform­
auce of the trust reposed in him or her, be re­
quired to give a bond, with sufficient sureties, to 
the prceident for the time being, in the penalty of 
such sum as the Board of Managers shall, from 
time to time, deem necessary. 

ARTICLE XIII, 

Investments. 
The board of managers shall, in the name and 

for the use of this institution, receive and decide 
on all applications for loans of money, and shall 
add to, place out at interest, secure and improve 
the capital stock, and dispose of the interest, 
profits, and produce thereof, and other income of 
tho society in such manner as they may deem 
most beneficial to the institution, or as the society 
shalJ. direct. 

In wstimony whereof, we have hereunto set our 
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hands this seventh day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty• 
six. 

J. ,v. RICHARDS, Pastor. 
A:snoRA RicJIARns, President. 
ANNA C. BARNET, Vice President, 
SABINA D. MATTES, &cretary. 
SARAH NUNGESSER, 2reasttrer. 

Sophia O. Mattes, 
Comella F. Mattes, 
Eliza A. Lo1;ob, 
Elizabeth Evo1-ctt, 
Ebezena Ludwig, 
Frederica S. Hamman, 
Isabel R. Kortz, 
Elizabeth Innes, 
Matilda Spangenberg, 
Diana Spitngenberg, 
Catharine Mose, 
Rachel Willets, 
Rebecca Howell, 
Catharine D. Tellier, 

Marla E. Abel, 
Mary Ann Hamman, 
Mary Wilhelm, 
.A.nna E. Mattes, 
Louisa S. Mattes, 
Elizabeth Gangwer, 
Loulsl\ Bay, 
Eliza Hay, 
Busan C. Dinges, 
Susan Sbada, 
Eliza Kimball, 
Margaret Wllking, 
Chal'les L. Wampole. 

This charter was granted at a session of tho 
Court of Common Pleas of Northampton County 
held in Easton, Aug. 20, 1846, and recorded on 
the 10th day of the same year. 



Meetings of the Synod in Easton. 

The meetings of the Minieterium of Pt'.mnsylva­
nia were held at Easton in the years: 1804, 1814, 
1827, 1886,1848, 1858, 1865, 1871, 1878. 

DEI,EGATES TO SYNOD. 

Before 1793 the ~ames of the delegates to Synod 
have not been preserved. From that time until 
1801 the pastors of ~he congregation were refused 
admission by the Synod. The persons who have 
represented the pnstornl charge Rt thG meetings of 
the l\linisterium have been the followlng: 

1802 Frederick Gewinner, 
1803 Abraham Hom, 
1804 )llohael Opp, 
18M John Bell, 
1807 Frederick Hay, (?) 
1808 John Barnet, 
1809 M, Shipman, 
1810 1[. Stecker, 
1811 M. D. Raup, 
1818 John Brotzmrm, 
1816 M. Horn, 
1817 )(r, Bohlehnu.n, 
1819 Ohrlatlan J, Hutter, 
1829 Philip Felne . 
1826 Ohriatlan J, Hutwi-, 
1827 Ohrlatlan J, Hutter, 
1828 Mlobael Roseberry, 
1881 Ohrlatlan J, Hutter, 
1883 Obrlatlan J, Hutter, 
1886 Ohrlattan J, Hutter, 

1857 Edward Seip, 
1lm8 Samuel Barron, 
1lm9 Enos Lehr, 
1860 Andrew J. Hay, 
1861 Peter Selbert, 
1862 Jacob Rlcha1'<ls, 
1868 Peter Seibf>rt, amt 

H. L, Mattes1 1864 John Riobaras, 
1863 Samuel Barron, ancl 

John J·. Bautir, 
1868 Thomas Dally, and 

ll, L. Matws, 
1867 J'o)m Abel, 
1868 Alfred Alebus, and 

IJ, L. Mattes, 
1869 B. L. )latws, 
1870 Allen Albright, and 

M. Young, 
1871 Edward Hilliard, 



SYNOD MEETINGS. 

1889 Pblll}l Brotzman, 
1844 John Bachman, 
1846 Phlllp H. Mattes, 
1848 Leonard Walt.er, 
1849 William Hammond, 
18lS0 George W: Ba111et, 
18M Henry Hammann, 
18lS8 Leona1-d Walter, 
1854 Edwa1-d Seip, 
18lSti Peter B~lbert, 
1866 Enos Lehr, 

1872 Jacob Heok1 
1878 Allen Albrlgbtl 
1874 James Dlnltey, 
1875 Jacob Heok, 
18'76 Owen Hagenbucb, 
1877 Allen Allirfgbt, 
1878 Jacob Heolc, 
1879 O. Flemming Bandt, 
1880'. 0, Flemming Sandt, 
1881 Reuben Kolb, 
1882 Reuben H, Tracb, 

Church Council. 
Rev. D. H. Gelsslnger, Pastor, 

John Abel, I Owen Hagenbuch, 
Jacob Heck, . 
Reuben Rollick, Elcloi s. 
Reuben Kolb, 
lfonry Rlcluml, 

Allen Albright, I 
John Genther, 
John o: Pohl, Deacons 
0, Flemming Sandt, ' 
Obas, D, Stocker, 
Reuben H. Traoh, 
Owen Hagenbuch, President. 
Charles D~ Stecker, Secretary. 
Wtlllani E. Hamman, Troasmor. 



SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

OFFICERS. 
Rev. D. H. Gelsslnger .••• , • , •• Pastor. 
Owen Hagenbuch • • • • • • • Superintendent. 
Theodore F. Hamman. • Asst. u 
Jacob Heck . , • • • , • • " " 
Mary Wagner • • , , • • • " " 
George W. Barnet . • •••• , Librarian. 
Cornelius Garis , • • • . • • • • • • " 
Geo. B. Spangenberg • • • • • • • • " 
F1-ank Bishop . • . • • , , • • • • " 
Chal'les Morley . • • • , • • • • 1 

Wm. H. :&flnnlck • • • . . . . • . " 
f Prank Correll . • • • . . • • 11 

Edwar<l Albright • • • . • • . • • • " 
Wllllam H. Hagenbuch. . • . • '' 
Harry Bixler • • • • • • • , • . • . " 
Geo. M. Holt . • • • , • , • • • " 
Charles Bethman • • , • • • • • • . Organist, 
Irwin Schultz • • , • • • • • • • • • Comet.1st, 

Dr. S, 8. A1>ple, 
Martha Andrews, 
Kate And1-cws, 
Mary Batt, 
Mrs, l{ary Baldwin, 
Henry Bauman, 
Kate Oorrell, 

TEACHERS. 

Alice Depew, 
Robert Depew, 
Annie Derr, 
Anna Daclu-odt, 
Daniel Ernst, 
Robert Flomlng, 
Mlnnlo i.~ehr, 



William Fenlcal, 
.Auna Hamman, 
CeUnda Hilliard, 
Susan Hay, 
John Hively, 
Lizzie Hilliard, 
Mary Dllok, 
Samuel Innes, 
Reuben Kolb, 
William H, Kulm, 
Mame KabJer, 
:Mary E. Kolb, 
Frank Knecht, 
Clara Levers, 
Edward Levers, 
Lizzie Lab·, 
Mary Lowers, 
Hannah Laros, 
Anna Losey, 
Belle Mettler, 
Samuel L. Nolf, 

SUNDAY BdHOOLS. 

John 0, Pohl, 
llartlia Riobard, 
Anna Raub, 
Emma Ricker, 
Alice Reich, 
Emma Sandt, 
l\fary Sandt, 
Nettle Sandt., 
Anna Sandt, 
Lizzie Bandt, 
Ida Snyder, 
C. Fleming Sandt, 
C. Albert Sandt, 
B. F, Sandt, 
Thomas C. Sigman, 
Charles D. Stecker, 
R. IJ, Tinch, 
Harry Trauger, 
Julia Weaver, 
Fannie Y ou~gkln, 
Mary Young, 

BIBLE OLASS. 

TEACHERS, 

Rev. D. H, Gelsslnger, 
Reuben Kolb, ·Assistant, 
ReubenH, Trach, " 

Herbert Albright, 
EdJ{at• Allen, 
F. Bachman, 
Fred, Bleckley, 
Jno, H, Bond, 

80HOLAR8, 

Edw, Bunsteht, 
Joltn Butz, 
Harry Bixler, 
Frank Bishop, 
Harry Dmke, 

?7 
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Martha Bowers, 
Annie Baldwin, 
Ella Bercaw, 
llary Bass, 
Lillie Bamet, 
Annie Bowers, . 
Florence Bishop, 
Sallle Bittner, 
Stella Carey, 
Stella Campbell, 
Kate Clark, 
Mame Daohrodt, 
Jennie Datesman, 
Sallie Ernst, 
Sue Flemming, 
Emma A, Freyberger, 
Edw, Fraunfelder, 
John Flemming, 
George Flemming, 
Robert Felker, 
Hattie Fulmer, 
Mattie Gleubler, 
Florence Genther, 
Thomae Hay, 
Arthur P, Heller, 
Elmer Hom, 
Charles Halblng, 
Kate Hertz, 
Annie Hilliard, 
Ella Hllllard, 
Flom Hilliard, 
Mary Hom, 
Stell!\ Jones, 
Wm, R, Jones, 
Alvin Kabler, 

Bue Kahler, 
Dora M. Kolb, 
Norn King, 
Lewie Kent, 
John King, 
Harry Ludwig, 
Albert Laubaob, 
Lizzie Lesher, 
Ltzzie Lemaire, 
Edna Levers, 
Lizzie Ludwig, 
Kate Mollhauey, 
Forrest Minnich, 
Harry Mixeell, 
Wm. P. Moselnger, 
George N ungessor, 
Charles Otto, 
Sue Otto, 
Robert Riobard, 
Frank Riobard, 
Howard Richard, 
Lewie Rosebe1T)', 
Minnie Reich, 
Jennie Reichard, 
Clara Reichard, 
Ma1-y Riobard, 
Annie Ricker, 
Annie Bandt, 
Clara Sandt, 
Emily Sandt, 
Lizzie Sandt, 
Belle Schoen, 
Ella Schultz, 
Mercena Selbert, 
Kate Sigman, 



BUNDAY BOHOOLB. 

Ida Bpangenbe1·g, 
Clara Stonebach, 
Agnes Sunderland, 
Charles J. Savitz, 
J. Howard Schoeb, 
Wllllam Sohoob, 
Harry Santee, 
George Stout, 
Frederick Sobey, 
J, E. Smith, 
Wm. Stonebaoh, 

Wm. Shick, 
Alexander Wright, 
Alonzo Wright, 
,Jennie Weldkueobt, 
Lizzie Walter, 
Clara Weaver, 
Julia Weaver, 
Sallle Yard, 
Charles Young, 
Adam Zane, 

'19 

SCHOLAR:; IN INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Thomas Arnold, 
Frank Albright, 
Wllllam 0, Alsover, 
Maggie Arndt, 
Lydia Allen, 
Cante Arndt, 
Edltl, Albright, 
Marg le Andrews, 
Edward Bat.ibman, 
Walter Beitel, 
Nelson Bishop, 
Edward Bishop, 
noy Bishop, 
Frank Barnes, 
William Bowers, 
Bonjaman Beatty, 
William Berkey, 
Charles Bothman, 
George Barron, 
Levi Bonnet, 
Jennie Bonsteln, 

Gertie Bonsteln, 
Annie Bonsteln, 
Sallie Bonsteln, 
Mame Barron, 
Clara Bullman, 
Eva Bishop, 
Annie Bishop, 
Oertle Bass, 
Carrie Beatty, 
Carrie Barron, 
Flora Bothman, 
Allee Buzzard, 
Annie Bennett, 
Emma Bell, 
Mary Barnes, 
Katie Bitters, 
Claudia Bleckley, 
Anna Benson, 
Annie Boyer, 
Maggie Bachman, 
Tlllle Bachman, 
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Minnie Cobul'D, 
Minnie Catripbell, 
Laura Clewell, 
Florence B. Oltftou, 
Kate Carey, 
Harry Diehl, 
Theodore Daub, 
Frank Davenport, 
Wllllam Dye, 
Pearl Denning, 
Lizzie Diehl, 
Julta Diehl, 
Grace E. Daub, 
Ltllan Drake, 
Minnie Davenport, 
Arthur Eve1-ctt, 
Horace Ebley. 
Samuel F1-aunfelder, 
William Frey, 
Emma Fleming, 
BelJa Fmunfelder, 
Nettle Fraunfelder, 
Mary Fmunfelder, 
Mabel Frey, 
Kate Frey, 
Allee Fentcal, 
Mary Fentcal, 
M1u-y Fulmer, 
Fanny Fulmer, 
Bulah Fulmel', 
Annie Fehr, 
Dagmar Fehr, 
Solomon Garis, 
William F. Gari,, 
Franklin F. Galligan, 

John E. Genthet, 
Pa,~ltne Garnier, 
)lary Gtnnard, 
}foals Hartzell, 
l'red Hamman, 
Cleme11s Hell, 
Frederl9k Horn, 

· Samuel Horn, 
Oscar Heller, 
Andrew Beath, 
Frank Illlburn, 
Chauncey Helllck, 
Willie Hagenbuch, 
Ellie Herster, 
Jennie Horn, 
Bessie Horn, 
Leah Hilburn, 
Emily Hilburn, 
Nora Heitzman, 
Lizzie Heck, 
)IUlle Heck, 
Lizzie Heller, 
Annie Htll, 
Julia Hookey, 
Annie Hively, 
Annie Heitzman, 
Lizzie Hartzell, 
Ada Herste1·, 
Clara Hahn, 
Emily Hamman, 
Sabina Hamman, 
Mamie Hay, 
Ella Hixon, 
Jennie Hess, 
Frank J oltne, 



SUNDAY SllHOOLS. 

Charles Johnson, 
Kate Jones, 
Amos Klug, 
James Kuhn, 
BaITy Kuhn, 
Edward Kahler, 
Chester Kutz, 
Edward J, Kolb, 
llinnle B. Kolb, 
Katie Kutz, 
Tilll_e King, 
Alice Keener, 
Agnes Kessler, 
Laurn Knhn, 
Jacob Leidy, 
Wesley Lamoreux, 
Floyd Lightcap, 
John Llghtca1>, 
Sallie Lightcap, 
Katie Laubach, 
Emma Ludwig, 
LI zzle Lamoreux, 
Annie Lerch, 
Millie Ludwig, 
Katy Lerch, 
Ida Long, 
Bemlce Leib, 
Milton Moser, 
Eugene Mertz, 
Floyd Mutchler, 
Charles Mutchler, 
Stephen Miller, 
Stephen Miller, 
llarry Messersmith, 

Davis llhmlck, 
Samuel Minnick, 
Howard Minnick, 
Ida Minnick, 
Ellen Maurer, 
Cora Martin, 
Hattie )lnrtln, 
Annie Martin, 
Kate Mollhaney, 
Jennie Mollhaney, 
Flora Malign, 
Auna M. Morey, 
Lizzie Mose, 
Elva ~febus, 
Auna Mon·ls, 
Com Morris, 
Frank Nicholas, 
Han·y Nicholas, 
N. Nicholas, 
Ellen Nolf, 
Jennie Oberly, 
Chal'les Pohl, 
Lizzie Pohl, 
May Pohl, 
Eliza Parker, 
Stanton Reich, 
Edward Roseberry, 
Samuel Reichard, 
Charles 0. Rader, 
Belle Reichard, 
Bello Riobard, 
Emma Rolohard, 
Cora Rolling, 
Edith A. Reich, 

61 
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CbarleR Maurer, 
Annlo Ricker, 
Ada Ricker, 
1tlinnie Roberts, 
Ltzzio Robert&, 
May Roberts, 
Charles Sigman, 
Frank Sigman, 
Edwnrd Strause, 
Ho'rbert Slough, 
WUllnm Spangenbol'g, 
Al fl'cd Stgmau, 
Albo1-t. Stoneback, 
Daniel Sandt, 
Chnl'les &boon, 
\Villlnm Stoneback, 
Carrio Sigman, 
Fanny Samit, 
Camilla 8chelllng, 
Katie Smith, 
Ca\'l'ie Stoneback, 
Mary Smith, 
Dortha Simons, 
Eva Stt'Uuse, 
Lizzie 8cbaetror, 
Mary J. Samit, 
Susie Simons, 
Nannie Stl\lr, 
Lizzie Schelling, 
Lizzie Simous, 
Cnn·le Stecker, 
Bush, Smith, 
}~mmn Stoneback, 

Lottie Reich, 
Samo Soblougb, • Emma 0. Straud, 
:Mnt·y Selbert, 
Florence Sprlgel, · 
Reuben F. Traoh, 
Annie Taylor, 
Salllq Taylor, 
Mary Transue, 
LUlan Thomton, 
Rosa Trach, 
Jonnie Unangst, 
Ada Vogle, 
Edward Wright, 
Frank ,vetdkneobt, 
Bhmoho ,veidknooht, 
Com WIison, 
Isom Wallace, 
:Maggio Walter, 
Emma Wolfnngle, 
Edith White, 
Mary Webl'r, 
Stella Walter, 
Jennlo Woldkneoht, 
Emma ,Velsel, 
Ada Young, 
Susan Young, 
Minute Young, 
Annlo Young, 
Cbr.l$tlo Young, 
Emily )' 11ui1g, 
Emma Young, 



·SUNDAY SOHOOLB, 

INFANT DEPARTMENT, 

Isabelle M. Allshouse, Supt. 
Emily Tilton, Asst. 
Mary Smith, " 
Samo Brotzman, " 
Belle Ackerman, Organist. 

INF ANT SCHOLARS 
Sallle Andrews, 
Ella Andrews, 
Albert Bleckley, 
Norman Bl&llop, 
Charles Berkey, 
Isabella Bachman, 
Lama Bothman, 
Sallie Bleckley, 
Stlvla Bartholomew, 
Katie Beatty, 
Frank Crick, 
Katie Clifton, 
Lizzie Colbath, 
George Denning, 
Floyd Davenpo1·t, 
Tillie Denning, 
Mazie DclT, 
Eva Drake, 
Lizzie Dachrodt, 
Emily Dachrodt, 
Arthur Evol'ett, 
Katie Ehley, 
Elmer Flick, 
Annie Fautstloh, 
Ida Faulstich, 
·Ena Htll, 

Maud l!'rey, 
Ida Frankenfield, 
Harry Green, 

I Roy Gardner, 
H nzie Garis, 
Roda Garis, 
Annie G11rJs, 
Maggie Garis, 
Maggio Gaul, 
Lottie Gaul, 
Albert Hay, 
Harvey Hay, 
Hel'bort Hay, 
Eddie Hay, 
Charles Hay, 
George Honi, 
Daniel Honi, 
Harry Hcok, 
Harry Httlton, 
Harry Hess, 
Willie Heller, 
On·te Host.or, 
Daisy Hoster, 
Edith Hom, 
Bertha Horn,. 
Carrio Oberly, 

83 
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Minnie Hlll, 
Ida Hilburn, 
Edith Bilbum, 
:Marfa Hamman, 
Isabella Heitzman, 
Annie lless, 
Allee Hixon, 
Annie Hixon, 
Stanley Innes, 
Frank Innes, 
lfan·y Innes, 
Jt'muk Jones, 
William Kressler, 
Viola Killpatrick, 
Emily Kahler, 
Elsie Keener, 
Allee Keener, 
Mattie Kutz, 
Jacob Leidy, 
Floyd Leidy, 
W csley Lamarenx, 
Helen Leidy, 
Bell Llngerman, 
Gertie Lingennan, 
Gmee Laubach, 
HatT)' }[essersmlth, 
James llutohle1·, 
Flom Messersmith, 
Mamie McKale, 
Henry O. Nfghtlngafo, 
Frank Nfoholas, 
Lizzie Nixon, 
Oarrle Ntoholas, 
Allee Oberly, 

Jennie Oberly, 
Katie Ohl, 
Ilarry Pohl, 
Daniel Ritter, 
John Ruple, 
Howard Riobard, 
Eddie Riobard, 
Daniel Ricker, 
Josie Roberts, 
Morris Raub, 
. George Ricker, 
Edward Roberts, 
Edmund n. Rolm, 
Hafl'y Retch, 
Ella Riobard, 
l{atte Rusk, 
Lizzie Raub, 
Annie :&[. Roberts, 
Ella M~ud Roberts, 
Allee Rloke1•, 
TUile Rloke1·, . 
Annlo Roberts, 
Sa111c Ruple, 
Amey Retch, 
Harry Stem, 
Frank 8lmont1, 
Fredclle Simons, 
George Sigman, 
Mabel Stoneback, 
Mabel Smith, 
Minnie Seiple, 
Allee Schilling, 
Minnie Simons, 
Oom Stoneback, 



Katie Sigman, 
)Jamie Stotzer, 
Sallie 8tot1.or, 
George Transue, 
Eddle Taylor, 
Floyd Trnob, 
Jennie Tmoh, 
Eddie Unangst, 
Carrie Unangst, 
Albert Weltz, 
Porter Wamor, 
Harry Wolf, 
Charles Wetmore, 

SUNDAY BOHOOLS. 

George W adlnce, 
Oscar Weltz, 
Sllvest.er Woltz, 
Bolio White, 
Nellie Walter, 
Ji.,lorcnco Wetmore, 
Eugenia Woltz, 
Asa Young, 
,Joshua Young, 
Harry Young, 
May Young, 
Jonnie Young, 
Annfo Young. 




