
SHOE!LWRSVILL! 





YOU WANT IT! 
READ IT! YOU'LL LIKE IT!! KEEP IT!!! 

First Issue. 
A Booklet of 38 pages, entitled, -•----•-___ ., __ ---u-1-·s-r-o·Ry~--..._.. _________ .. ~- -

of 
SHOEMAKERSVILLE 

From 1765 to 1931 With Illustrations. ______________ ,.;,;;,;;__,;;;;;;;,;;;;.;;;;;;;;;.;;;__,;;.;;;;..,_....,;_,;,;;;;....,;,...,....,. ___ ......, __ 
CONTENTS: 

How the Shoemaker's found this locality - 1st House - 1st Indus­
~ry - 1st Inn - Stores - Drick-y_ards - Canal - Boatmen - "Standy'' 
Moyer's Driver's Sons - Old Time Establishments - Tile, Clay and 
Brick \Vorks - Giant Coal \Vashery - G:1rages - Paper Box Factory 
- Dye & Bleach Works - Knitting Mills - Railroads - Churches -
Schools - Bands - Bank - Post Office - Postmasters - Park - Race 
Track - Ox Roast - Civil War Battle - Printers, etc. etc. 

SOME COMMENTS: 
A native of Shcemakersville. employed in the War DPp11rtment, Wnsh­
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mc>, nnd to congratulate you on your work, Records like these mnkc a 
valuable collection of the history of our county." 
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SHOEMAKERSVILLE. 

II0DAD1'IVILLI - wa1 ■o named by 
Henry and Carl (Charle,, Sr.) ■on1 of Jacob Shoemaker 
Jr. whoee'• father wa1 Jacob Schumacher ( now 
Shoe:naker ), who emigrated to the United 
States from Creaheim, Germany, on the good ,hip 
America, with Francis Daniel Pa1toriou1 and party, on 
the 16th of Auguet, 1682, and eettled in what ie now 
Germantown, Pa. 

Henry and Carl • Charles Sr • ,moved from German. 
town, to Shoemakereville - then a dense forest, almost 
an unlroken wilderness - abou\ the year 1765, where 
Henry built the firet stone house in 1768. He after­
wards sold it to hie brother, Charles, Sr., who occupied 
it until his death. 

In the living room of the old house, still in good con­
dition, are painted these words: 

"Gott segne dieses House 
Und allee Was geht ein und ous: 

Gott allein die Ehr." 
A marble tablet is built into the gable end of the 

house, upon which is inscribed, H. & C. S. 1768. 
The Shoemaker family were farmers tanners, merchants 
and ttatesmen. During Revolutionary daye the men 
were away from home attending to affairs re!ating to 
their country - the women in their absence nobly 
taking their places, 
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A tanr.cry, ( the I st industry of Shoemnkersvml) 

w1s owne.:I anJ operated by the brothers Henry anli 
Cul Sr., sit~:i!ed on the E'lSt bank of the Schuylkifl 
river and alonJ th" Pottsville pike; bark for which was 
ct115shed with stones by the women. 

Near by was also a pottery. 
Ch:irle.i Shoemaker, Jr., was born at Shoe:nnkcrs­

ville, June 19, 1776. He married Elizabeth Kershner, 
of Philadelphb Township (now Perry Township), No­
V.!.nber 22, 1801. They commenced housekeeping in 
the large log inn which he had built the previous 
y~ar. In 1820 he built a new home across the street 
from the inn. This first hotel in Shoemakersville - a 
large log house was conducted by him for many years. 

Among his immediate successors were S. S. Unger and 
Chules Bowers, Sr. 

The famous Coleman Line Stage C Jach in 1828 es­
tidlished a daily stage from PottJvillc via Re1ding to 
Philadelphia and made Shoemakcrsvale o.1e of their 
stopping placcJ. 

This inn wa3 torn down in 1870 and the new owner, 
Elias S. Becke: erected the Metropolitan Hotel on the 
site. Mr. Becker besides being in the hotel business for 
many years, w.u also postmaster, drover and butcher: 
having a large establishment on the rear lot along the 
Schuylkill can'.11. Was also a well-known Auctioneer 
and served one term as Sheriff of Berks County. 

Mr. Bejker then moved from the hotel and engaged 
in the live stock nnd lime burning business at Tuckerton, Pa. 

Among the tenant landlords of the Metropolitan Hotel were 
Daniel Dunkle, l harles Grant, John Knarr & T. Relschelderfer 
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Mr. Becker"s•deMh occurcd in 1904 at his Tuckerton 
horr e, aged '68 years. The Metropolitan hotel wns 
than purch.ascd by a Reading, Pa. brewery company. 
Thomes Strasser became the tenant landlord but soon 

sold out ·ch~ going west) to his brother, Emanuel 
Strnsscr; con~_ucting n successful business up to prohibi­
tion, when he,,(etired. Mario Tafa, of Reading is now 
tl,c owner of th<' hotel. Toney Lucey, the landlord. 

Charles Shoemaker, Jr. later built a brick house 
no1 th side of the tannery building into which he moved 
with his family and where he died. Solomon 
8. Seidel married Rebecca K. Shoemaker, daughter 
of Charles Shoemeker, Jr., 1846, He learned the tan­
ning trade with the Mohr's nt Mohrsville, and after has 
marriage he l:ecnrr.c the owner of the tannery, stone 
house, brick house nnd form lying between the Schuyl­
kill river und canal. p11rch:1sed from his father-in-law. 

He was also the owner of the corner store and dwell­
ing, conducted for 31 yenrs by his son-in-law, Henry K 
Miller. Mr, Seidel with his sons, CharleR H and Wm.S. 
conducted the tannery up to Mr. Seidel's death, 1897. 

Charles H. Seidel is the only direct descendant of the 
Shoemakers living in Shoemakersville. He is aged 79 
years and lives retired on South Main street, after being 
in the nursery business for a number of years. \Vm. S. 
Seidel ill now engnged in the lumber h1sine~s in Virginnia. 

Miller & Cook cpened n brush manufacturing ln:i::ine~s in the 
tumwr~• building, which contim ed for scme yearP. 

The building was Inter ronverted intt' n }11\}>er \·ox factory, 
ll<'nry Stoyc1·, of Centrcpoi-t, wns the first manufacturer. 
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R T Le:1hart, one of the executors later on sold the Sei• 
del blo:k, consisting cf 2 ncres and buildings to Charles 
H. Haag, who since 1918 !,as transformed the tannery 
building into an up to date Ford ogency and scr\'icc 
station; also deals extc:1si vcly in 2nd hand cnrs. The rear 
large barn is also remodeled and is used as a paint and 
storage room. Mr. Haag's specialty is Ford Autorr.o• 
biles, Trucks, Tractors nnd Accessories: of which he en• 
joys a large trade. His place of lusiness is a bee hive 
of industry; employing 10 person!J. 
The corner store and dwellir.g was sold io A. A. Baver 

who, transacte:! an extensive trade in coal ce• 
ment and general merchandise until his death in 1923. 
The store is since under the management of has widow, 
Mrs, Semena Baver, and is known as Baver's Store. 

Grant E. Alleman, Shocrr.akt•rsville's most ente, pris• 
ing and successful citizen moved here in 1899 from Pal• 
myra, Pa., where he had cstabl:shed hirr.self in the coal 
washery enterprii;c in 1897; taking drift coal out of the 
bed of the Swatara river. 

Mr. Alleman leased land of the Sol. B. ~eidel e:,,tate 
near the covered bridge crossing the Schuylkill river 
from which bed he commence:! dredging ccal. 

In 1905 he bought the Seidel farm lands and sine<' J1e 
has established the largest drifted coal washeries along 
the entire length of the Schuylkill river. 

Thousands of tons of coal are washed and elevated mcunl:: ,i 
high on his farm lands. He supplies local and n( ighbor ir.g ir:, , -­
tries both washed and mined coal by large trucks, 11 nd 1 ·: _.. 
shipping and receiving yards at both the Penn'n. and )i<:a<lh·,~ 
railroad stations. 
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Mr. Alleman. besides the Seidel farm, owns the~e ad­
c'.itionol farrrs: Adam Heckman's, David Zuber's, John 
~eiger, Sr. 's, Snmuel Madeira's, John Schlear's and 
Be:aj. Wei.:lmnn's, nnd the lowland between tl,e river 
nnd P. & R. station. Also the Ceo. B. Fisher property, 
N. \V. corner Main nnd Noble streets, nnd has built a­
pnrtmcnt b 1ildings on the site of the old blacksmith 
shop and in the rear. He is the owner of the large fac­
tory building. formerly the B,11 key Knitting Mills, a­
lo:1g the Penn'n railroad freight st:ition. The building 
is occupied by the Keystone \Vnshing Machine Mfg. Co. 

Mr. Alleman a:1d family rt'side on the form formerly 
l:nown as Zuber's. Former ownerff were the Hagen­
man's, Madeirn's nnd the first owner, a Mr. Shanaman, 
who bualt the slo:1c dwelling thereon in 1774, which is 
still in the best of co:1dit~on, rr.nc!c so by the present 
owner. 

Ot~er early inr'ust: ies of Shct'makersville were the 
hrick-yards of D.1:iicl M=-deira Sr. at the lower end of 
tow:1 and the yards cf John Seiger Sr. at the north­
western end. Brick w ~re rr.oulded by hand in woodc11 
fours nnd sun-dryed on yards. 

The Schuylkill canal b'Jilt in 1824, was the principal 
employment of our citizens for many years. Boating 
co:il loc'll. ns well as to tide water was followed by a 
luge number of persons. Quite a number of the cap­
tains were the owners of the boats. During the bo1. t -
ing season they had their entire familic::1 with them. 
only living here during the winter months. 

Shoemakcrsville's old-time boatmen were: Henry Heimen. 
John ~ciger ~r., Benncville nncl ,Jchn B<'rnhei~el, Ht>nry nul 
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John Kelchner, Samuel Reimert, George Smith, Elias 
Schleu William \Volfe, Joel, Monroe, Maberry and 
Morg1n Heckman, Thomas Moyer, Daniel I. Saul. Geo 
Re!:.er, Daniel Kershner, Isaac Rhoads, Samuel Schlear 
Hiram Strausser, Valentine Geschwindt, John H Seiger, 
Benj. and Reuben Long, Lons Nunemachmer John Og­
de.1, Lewis Rahn. all deceased. The only living ex­
boatman is Captain \Villiam \Vumrr.er, native born, a­
ged 86 years; this town's last Civil war veteran, gave 
old Shoey by-by, July. 1930 nnd is now living with his 
daughter, Mrs. Annie Walker, Pottsville, Pa. 

The lock-tenders at the can:il reside in a stone house 
along the tow-path, built ia 1824. The first was a Mr. 
Glassmire, sucecdcd by Joh:1 Anderson, who served for 
many years. Tte Ancen:cn 's had one of those old­
f asluoncd bake-ovens nt the gable end of the dwelling, 
wherein they baked those big, round-paned loaves of 
bread for boatmen rs well as for many town fnmilie&. 

Whenever a boat W:!S drifting into the locks, Mr. An­
derson tock the order for the 'staff of life'. The order 
was relayed by air to the receiving end - the good 
housewife - and it generally re:id: "Margaret, two of 
wheat, one of rye, change for n dollar". The order was 
alwa~·s filled as the boat was lowered in the locks. 

Mr. Anderson's successors were Peter D. Heckman, 
Morgan Heckman, Benj. Long and the last, James 
Moyer, became the tender when bonting was en its last lep, 
18 yt'ars ngo. Jim says the bontmnn's horn tC( ts totts 110 

mort', and no more yelling: "Come ahead, you lnzy drifter, 
1ocks ready". Mr. Moyer and family re!-ide in the loek house 
and his duties are now UH watchmnn O\'er JO bridges crGosing 
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the canal between Hamburg and Leesport, a distance 
of 8 miles. 

The Schuylkill Navigation Company had a large 
flc~t or boats, which were rented to boatmen. The 
Corrpany had shtions along the line for the drivers and 
teams. The younger men of this place engaged with 
the corr pany as drivers of 3 rr.ulc teams in towing the 
boats.In the 1887 Knight's-or-Labor strike on ~-he P & 
R railroad, many of the"e young men quit the "raging 
can'.lwl" and secured positions on the railroad as brake­
man, later as conductors and engineers. Some are still 
in the employ, others arc pensioned at the age limit, 
a good n11mbcr arc deceased. 

Henry A. Moyer, now residing at Glenside, Reading, 
Pa., e.t-boatmnn, mule driver and the last lock-tender 
at the Five locks, g'.lve the writer 30 or more years ago 
this driver's song with the request of having it in print 
now, then, or nny other time. 

"Star,dy" says. this was the song while"jocing" along 
on the old tow-path 40 or more years ago - the high 
tide of boating. - Song: [nt>xt page.) 
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Tittle The Toil Ka loo. 
Comp(md by 

"Standy" H. A. Moyer. 

$:SA 
When I pulled out at Schuylkill Haven, 

Lewey Glump pulled out ahead; 
As I went up the dam 

Old John Wentzel was in bed, 
Old Wentzel he got up 

And slung me out the line; 
I'll tell you about the Elsie 

And I'll tell you about the crew. 

Chorus: 
Tittle the tc.11 kaloo 

It's the good scow Elsie. 
And the same old crew. 

When I pulled out, it was 6 or half-past, 
Old Wentzel went to the bridge and there run fast; 

Say's I, Mr. Wentzel you'r doing pretty well, 
You and the scow Elsie l:eat all 'II. 

When we enme to Port Clinton, 
Danny Allmouth was sent for pies, 

And when he came back, 
They ate four of the five. 

Pretty soon we started but ran fast in the dam, 
Old Wentzel sat down and waited for a swell, 

Danny gave me more line 
And the good scow Elsie done quite well. 
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When we er.me to Hamburg i:tcp-;::ate 

A loaded boat there did lay, 
Old WentzEI not n differen<e he mnc!e 

And it was not so well - high nGon of the day, 
Ha\'ing mad I wish to tell. 

Wlwn Wl' came to Hamburg Five locks 
Ohl Wentzel cm.lu'fnt Hf', and the wall there lw hit, 

~ay's I, Mr. Wentzel o\'er hne is the locks, 
And I ight c.ver theu• is nc thing l;ut rnlid rocks. 

Down the next kvel Danny J-.. lhncuth fell ni:lecp, 
Old W<>ntz<>I wrnt to hrnt him and fell o\'er his fret. 

('h Danny he got exrited and (iill'ent know what to do; 
With a pcle on the\ ow )w p·. shed her through. 

When we cmne to Leefport, It was l-'iX c,'C'lock, 
The first man I met was Hnny Horn en the leek; 

Say's hl•, Mr. Wrnbd "hat is your c:day, 
The thret• hnnlinJ:{ grnys nml a light towinJ? Hew. 

~ay'.H I, Mr. Schu<•l.ty whnt n1t• ycu crying for, 
lleie's John \\entzel, lll·'s fnt-t all the ,, hik; 

He was fifty times nntl down thi!-1 )e\'tcl tco, 
And for to make our time, hi more than we cnn c!o. 

Oh when I came to Heading, 
I snid: wentzel run to the wharf, 

Danny Allmouth want's to jt;mp 
And overbonrd he goes. 

Ohl Wentzel, but he did run 
And fell in too • to win the race, 

And if it had not leen for Dor. Peifer 
They both would have been a cn~e. 
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Oh when I pulled out at Reading, 

Me and Jim Hill, 
My time was eleven hours 

From here to Union vi 11 e. 

Down the six mile level 
The fun had started again; 

Old Wentzel said this beats the devil. 
And wished the Elsie dear to - Japan. 

When I came to Brower's, Me and the little grays, 
I asked the stable boss for an extr& team .. 

My one was lame, the other was blind, 
And the leader had no hair on his tail h£-hind. 

Oh down the Catfish, the water was very low~ 
Old Wentzel gave me a quarter to make them l'ollars hau1 

Say's I, Mr. Wentzel your quarter is mighty small, 
Chuck me o\Jt a dollar, and I'll make them collars haul. 

Up comes a fchti)·IJ..111 drh·er who thinks himself so nice 
Setting on the slap-jack picking off the lice; 

Here's Mr. Moyer, he thinks he is the lest, 
But when he is examined, is as lom1y as ll,e rest. 

When I came to 1''ah mount I was wringing wet, 
I asked Dan Clouser If we had to led! 

Saith he, is'ent Julick's killing to much time, 
1-'or your time card will show it on the t1·a11sportation line 

Finale: 
For we are going to the Centennial 

With the Ral • Dal • Ka - 1.ay 

♦♦♦♦♦++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Soon after the opening of navigation tm the canal 

in 1824, Henry Seidel built and opened a grocery and 
feed store at the foot of the locks; kept by him for many 
years. Harry Reimert and son-in-law. Daniel I. Saul 
succeedeJ Mr. Seidel. Later on Mr. Saul became own­
er of the property, and for more than a half century he 
was known as Sauly, the boatman's supply man, in bal­
ed hay, feed and groceries. In connection his place was 
known as Hoatman's Hall. I le was noted as a great 
fish ..:nd snapper angler and the "stories" he gave 
brought him hosts of friends from Berks and neighbor­
ing counties. His bar dispensed the choiciest of both 
foreign and domestic liquors and, oh boy! those foaming 
stein of Jager-.beer. 

The first store and residence combined in Shoemak­
ersville, along the Pottsville pike, was built in the early 
1800's by a Mr. \\ inter, at the south-west corner of 
Main anb Mill streets, which was kept by him, and lat­
er by John Wl'idman, Sol. S. Koller, Joel Hoffman, Fry 
& Stein and Peter K. Loose. The prorerty is now used 
as an apartment house and owned by J. Lee Shadel. 

Henry Seidel aftt-r ha\'ing sold his store and dwell 4 

ing at the locks, he built a large brick store and dwell­
ing combined at the north-west corner of Main & Rai!­
road streets. This store was the leading place of busi­
ness for many years. Now Baver's store. 

In 1855 George B. Fisher built a stort- building and 
dwelling at the north-west corner of Main & Noble Sts. 
This was known as the first up-town store. He con­
ducted the store with a coal and lumber yard up to 
1870. when he rented the store building to S S Unger & 
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Bro .• succeeded hy Kersl11wr & Rrinhart. A. B. Lesher, 
Howard Britton, David K. Phillips ;uh! now cl·cupird 
by Syl\'ester Koller as a rest;mrant. 

One of the oldest continues estahlishment in Shoe­
makersville, is the tinsmith business started, 1 ~60 hy G. 
8. Fisher. His first mcrchanic was \Vm. Gihson, who 
in '6.1 enlisted in the ci,·il war. N:tthan Paff was than 
employt'J by Mr. Fisher up to 1867. when the latter 
!-old out to \Vm. F. Burkhart, a native of Bernville, Pa. 
\\ h '> conducted a lucrative business in stoves. tinware 
and roofing up to his <lea th, 1900. The business is still 
carried on by C. \V. & C. S., under the firm name of 
Burkhart & Son. 

Mr. Fisher also had a blacksmith shop on hi:: upper 
lot. \Vm. Guldin was his first blacksmith. Along side of 
this shop was the wheelwright establishment of \Vm. S. 
:\filler, who made the chips ffy for a penod of 50 or 
more years. The first up town blacksmith shop was on 
the south-west corner of l\1ain & Noble Sts.; now tl'.e 
site is occupied by the store and dwelling hui~t by Enoch 
C. Rothermel. Daniel B. Fii:her was the hlackrmith. 

The lower end blacksmith i:hop was on corner of the 
street across the canal bridge, on land of Joshua 
Reber. John Wingert and Daniel Dunkleberger were 
the first blacksmith. 

Samuel S. Unger, a Justice-of-the-Peace, of Perry 
township for many years; was owner of a large farm, a 
great portion of which now comprises the upper part of 
Shoemakersville. He was one time owner of the log inn 

In 1872 he started the manufacturing of brick on his 
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land, East Noble street. D:miel Kersh1~er, S:-., had 
ch:trge of the plant. The hri1..·k we:-e ma .1e for thr erec­
tion of the Mansion H·H1~t-. wlw:h he huilt in 1873, on 
ti:~ s:rnth-east cori!er of Main & Nohlc streets. In t'OJ!­

•~e~~ion , .. 1th the hotel was a general store, hoth cf 
which he ,,,u ;Jroprie~or m~t'.I Li; dt•ath, l~iK 

The ~1andon House was la e:- 0'.,·1~c.l h\' Joseph Loy. 
Enoch G. Rothermel and rvtorris Rentschler. 

John S. Kersh,~er was tl~e p··oprictor of the store for 
se:veral years; sun·eeJed hy John L. Sunday, who in 
1891 sold out to James R. Ke:m, the present proprietor­
a period of J9 years . 

. March 1st, 1915, the Mami·,a Howe was totally <le­
stroyeJ hy fire. The har fix tu :·ci and houst-hohl good,; 
cf Milton Rentsrh'er, the tc.1ant proprietor at the time 
J. R. Kcim's store stock and th·~ paraphernalia of the 
lodges were entirely consunwd. Morris Rc.·1:tschler, the 
owner rehuilt at once with an annex as a store. He than 
resumed tlw hotel husiness for himse~f. In 1920 he rn'd 
the huilding and is m·:ned and known as The First Na­
t ion al Bank of Shol"makersvi!'e. The store part of 
the huildin~ he sold to J. R. Keim. The 3rd floor of 
the hank huilding is occupied hy the following lodges: 
I. 0. 0. F., P. 0. A., P. 0. S. A., Maccabees, Masons 
,md Shepherds of Bethlehem. 

In 1867 the Shoemakersville Military Band was or­
ganized hy Prof. Lewis Legler. Prof. 0. 1-1. Unger was 
its instrul·tor and leader for a number of years. Elias 
Althouse was its last leader when it dishanded in 1Hi9. 

Charles H. Seidel, Ahraham F Zuher and Charles \\'. 
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Burkhart are the only remaining members of the hand 
living here. Several ye:irs later the Althouse Band was 
organized with Frank Althouse as leader. It disbanded 
in the late '90. John Mogel and A. F. Zuher are the 
only two survivors living here. Both bands were 
very popular. 

Shoemakersville, which bec,me a borough in 1921, 
is represented by Samuel E. Unger, by election as 
Chief Burgees since incorporation. The borough lies 
on the East bank of the Schuylkill river and at the 
mouth of Plum creek. 

The old camelback bridge which crosses the Schuyl­
kill was built l>y the \Vindsor Ha,·en bridge company 
and was a tolrbridge for many years; now a county 
bridge. It gives Shoemakersville a direct outlet to the 
Reading Railroad which has a passenger and freight de­
pot west of the river, built in 1841. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad built m 1885, passes 
through the borough. A passenger and freight station 
is on the site formerly orcupied by the Isaac Rahn farm 
house. The canal bridge located on the Main highway 
was removed in 1929. The approaches scooped away 
and the canal bed filled in. This removed the greatest 
eye-sore the town had and the elimination of the most 
dangerous bridge crossings in the county. 

Another long establish place of business is the flour­
ing and feed mill of the late Adam Stoudt, on the east 
bank of the river. It was built about 1840 by Joshua 
Reber. Mr. Stoudt, a native of Bernville, became the 
owner of the mill with a large farm attach«-d in 1866. 
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The mill is fully equiped with modern machinery anti 

operated hy water power from a large darn in the river 
\Vith the mill he also operated a sa\\·-mill and transact­
ed a large husiness for 50 years. The mill is now onwed 
and operated hy J. Monroe Kershner, a son-in-law and 
Mrs. Hermie Smith, a daughter of the late Adam 
Staudt, and is known as the Stoudt Milling Co. Inc. 

In 1885 Charles M. Brownmiller estahlished a lumher 
husincss on Mam street, on the r,rountl formerly occu­
pied by Isaac Rahn's huge ham. He was one of our 
most prominent citiz(•ns, and in connection with lum­
her, conducted a confn:tionery, tobacco and cigar store. 

Daniel Zuht>r and son James, were former lumber 
dealers here anti transacted a lar~e husiness for many 
years. Shoemakersville is without a lutnhl·r \'ard at 
present. 
In 1897 the Shoemakersville Clay Works. for the mam1-
facture of ~la1.ed sewer pipe, was estahlished hy a Phi­
ladelphia party, hy ere\'.'ting large buildings on tl.e 
farm known as the David Moll form, and along the 
Penn'a railroad. After a prosperous run of 10 years, these 
works were purchased by the Glen-Gery Shale Bri(·k Co 
for the manufal'turc of vitrifieJ brick for huilding .md 
paving purposes. The plant has many employee, and 
ship large <1uantities of brick to all parts of the country. 

Besides the farm on which the large plant is lol'atc·d, 
they own the Benj. Moll, Jos. Rebc-r, Sam'I Hains, Joel 
Miller, P. Sas. Shappell and Adam Stoudt farms; the 
fields and hills of some of the farms are pretty well dug 
up. They convey the shale frome some forms to the 
works on their own railroad. 
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The Reading Cement Inlaid Tile Company, organiz­
ed in Reading, was transferred to Shoemakersville in 
1908, and started to manufacture inlaid tile in the large 
building erected in 1903 ~,long the Pennsylvania Rail­
road, East of the lower canal bridge, by the Shoemak­
ersville Canning Company. This as well as the ti~e 
company only opperated several years. The large build­
ing was sold to the Glen-Gery Shale Brick Co., who 
converted it into tenant houst>s for their employees. 

The Shoemakersville Board of Trade erected a large 
frame building along the same railroad and North of 
the canning factory. It was occ1Jpied for a number of 
years hy Jere. W. Heckman as a hosiery factory. 
The building is now owned hy Thomas E Seaman, pro­
prietor of the Acme Paper Box Company. The former 
owners and manufacturers were Ammon Lesher and 
\Vayne Backenstose. 

The first underwear factory in Shoemakersville was 
e-stablishe<l in 1894 hy \Vilham \Volfe and son, David S 
A large two-story fra ·ne building was located on the lot 
north of the Wolfe h >me on M :tin street. In l9a6 \Vm. 
\Volfe died and since, D. S. Wolfe is the sole owner. 
In 1912 the mill was destroyed by fire. A brick struct­
ure of commodious sile was erected the same year on a 
large lot on the West side of Main street; just south of 
the canal. Starting with 15 hands, the business has so 
increased that now from 40 to 70 persons are employed, 
according to the condition of trade. The plant is known 
as the Globe Knitting Mills. Mr. Wolfe associated 
with David W. Rubright in founding the Globe Dye & 
Bleach Works on East Church street. He is now sole 
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owner and employs quite a number of men in supply­
ing the demands of near-by and distant knitting mills. 

The Robert P. Miller Co. Knitting Mills, a large 2-
story brick building, is situated across the street from 
the Globe mill. The builJing was erected by Jere. W. 
Heckman and occupied it for some time in the manu­
facture of hosiery. In 1915 the Miller Co. built a large 
addition to the mill, employing a large force of rersons 
in the manufacture of their popular Art-Tex Underwear 
Miller Maid for Ladies & Children. 

The up-town K111tti,,g Mill - The Merit Underwear 
Co., situated on the North-wt:'t.t corner of Noble & 
Franklin streets, is or.e of the thrifties im!ustry of the 
borough. They employ 130 l ersons during husy sea­
rnns. The huildi1 g, ;\ two-story brick, Olcupies the en­
tire lot what was formerly known as the John B. Seiger 
lot. The mill is e<1uiped with h1test ;111d h ... ,st machin .!S 

to be found in a first-class factory. 

THE MERIT UNDERWEAR FAC.TORY. 
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Their "Verna Brand" Underwear find a ready sale all 

over the United States, and is sold also i:1 Europe. 
The factory was startcJ ia 1912 and is the pioneer 

mill in the U. S. what i•: cal!erl 14 cut underwear. 
The firm consists of Eel. T. Williams, Samuel E. Un­

g~r and Howard Seiger. 
Sixty years ago Shoemal:ersville had 25 dwellings, 

and now, 1931, 203. The pop1lataon is 937. 
Beric~es Baver's and Ke:m's ~eneral stores, there is a 

A. & P. store in the Alleman building, on the site of the 
old blacksmith shop, where \Vm. Guldin used to make 
the sparks fly, esrecially when us h:ire-footed kids were 
to close on-lookers. Lcstt•r Henne is manager of the 
store. Geo. C. Snyder's hardw:irc and house fur­
nishing store i, located what was known as the Susan 
Hughc's corner, later Joel K. \Veidman's. His store is 
a building on the lot, by the si.le of the old school house 
at Butter alley, which huilding he uses as a display room 

Mrs. A:rnie Huey's Spe::-ialty Sh~>ppe, is located in 
what was known as F K Alt house's paint shop, Main St 

Geo. C. Smith has a Concrete Building Block Plant 
at the upper end, for which he finds :1 ready sale. 

Simon Moyer, the well-known Jeweler, has made a 
cozy home and business place out of which formerly was 
Mary Seiger's dress-making shop, Wf',t Noble street. 
Simmy is also a Cobbler on the side line. 

John L. Herr has a Shoe repairing shop in the build­
ing, formerly Brownmiller's Spa, Main street. 

Daniel C. Balthaser, the baker, is fully established 
here for the last 30 years; has a large trade and runs 3 
trucks daily over established routes. 
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Five Restaurants and all on .Main street. The propri­

etors are James M. Heckman. Sylvester Koller, Mah­
Ion C. Yeager, John Roth and J. Lee Shade!. 

There are 4 garages anc.l service Stations. The 1st was 
built in 1912 hy Morris Rc-ntschler. In 1913 it became 
the property of George Smith, who liuilt large a,ldi­
tions to his splendiJ location. 

The Hc!,ry Hoffman garage· was built in 1928, at the 
Nrothern part of town, soon vacated and is now suc­
cessfully operated as the Pe.:>p!e's Ser\'ice Station, Wag­
ner & Trotm:rn, proprietors. 

John Geschwindt 'holds the fort' in his garage and 
service station on Butter allev. The building was one 
time the shed belonging to tlw Mansion House. The 
huil<ling was renwdelt•d; a hric:, addition added and the 
manufacture of l'and\' was starteJ. t,fter several good 
hut sticky st:1rts, the swt•l't fal·tory went hoth times 
"taff~·". Gt>o. A. l>riehelbis, of \'irgms\'illc, the princ:­
pal sto<.·k-holrler, l,el·ame the sole owner of the plant, 
who turneJ it into a garage. So now Johnnie, the ten­
ant, in addition with his cig:u and tohacl'o Ernrorium 
is a busy man. 

Chas. H. Haag's Sales & Scr\'ice Station. 
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SHOEMAKER-SEIDEL TANNERY. 
This building after L~<'oming lhe property of Chai'. ff. Haag 

was remodeled and tran■formed Into a niu.t handaume bu11i• 
ness place, as shown on page 19. 

The Shoemakersville Fire Company, No. 1, organized In 1909 
A large and commodlou1 brick bt.ildlng, Including a 1paciou111 
hall with stage. Is the meeting place of Town Council and E• 
lcctiona, varlouit entertainments; a cookery for dinners and s11p­
pers. Has a fire alarm alren, Is fully equlped with lateat chem• 
ical and pumper (La France) apparatus. The building coven 
the entire lot what was once the home of Wm. Guidi r, Main St 
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IH~I.OW TH J,; I.OCK. 
t>:ow & Thc-n, RR well ns oll!-tim('rs will rem(>ml-er this view 

quite well. Tnk(.lfl .JO yen1s ago, it shows the ennn) 1u1uedurt, 
a loaded boat p·wrin~ throul!,h, is still the swimming hole in 
iiummer and th(' 111..ntinJ? rink in winter for Inds nnd lassiet1, 

Both the upper nnd lower le\•elll of the canal are krpt fl.led 
with wnter, at tlll' re l}\,l'st of the l·orough in cam of fire. 

The Pennsy railroad ht seen In the distanee, fnnl'R Poitt-
nmn's Hnll Is mu:er the willows; just ncross is the ~m,l hune, 
where 11till resh)e11 Mr~. Knte (Ger)1Rrt) Snul, wic'ow of I>. ). 
Snul. She is still ,11.ite nl'tive for her age· 82, nmt is the ohl­
l1llt person In the l•orcuJ?h. Unck of Saul's Is the lock. 

Frun Bontmnn'M llnll is whnt wns called 1st Hocldey Jane, 
out to the pike. llt•re is located Yoder's Ment Market. Its the 
home of Amos 8tihwl, retired butcher. Howard J. Yoder, his 
11011-in-lnw. succeedt•d him in the business, hnd l.uilt l p an oc­
tenitl\'e trade, running four trurks. 

Mr. Yoder was one dour most active and Jlrtminent ('iti• 
zen; was a champio11 gunner and fisherman. 3 yra'"B ego while 
returning from a fl11hing trip he lost his life In an auto acci<:ent 
in the ,tate of Delaware. The bt·t1ineFs is HICle@sfully ctntin­
ued by his widow, Mrs. Mamie Yoder, and rnns, lnin & Grnr{,e 
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THIS VIEW, TAUN 30 YEARS AGO. 
Shows Main street from t~1c Mansion House, south. At that time Main street 

was a dirt road, i,;ide-walks of cinders, front yards enclosed with a fence and 
trees aplenty. Now cement roads and pavements, open front yards trees al­
most all removed. This hotel was destroyed by fire in 1915.Morris Rentschler, 
the owner, huilt a seconJ Mansion House and resumed the hotel busineas. 

In 1919 he saw what waa coming - prohibition, when he agitated the starting 
of a hank. His effords were successful. Stocks were sub1cribed for ;md an or­
ganization formed. The building was purchased and remodeled into a hand­
some and prosperous institute: The First National Dank of Shoemakersville. 

Mr. Rentschler with his family moved to Memphis, Tenn., where he died. 
The hank commenced business Oct. 28, 1920. Wayne C. Hagenstose was 

the first President. The present officers are: G. E. Alleman, President; A. M. 
Sprenger, Vice President; H. K. Phillips, Vice President; A. M. Sprenger, Cash­
ier; Clarence H. Ritter, Asst. Cashier: Charle, Kauffman, Clerk. Directors: 
G. E. Allt-man, H. K. Phillips, D. K. Phillips, Geo. E. Smith, Samuel Un­
ger, Ed. T. Williams, A. J. Strasser, Calvin R. Ragenstose, J. M. Ebersole, 
A M. Snrenger, Howard Seiger, C. D. Stetzler. The Bank's Resources are 
over J900,000.00 

li 
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The first St. Luke's Union Church, built in 1853 at 

the eastern extremity of this borough, on n hill noted 
for its commanding \'iew and is still in a fine state of 
preservation. Two acres of ground were secured from 
Joshue Reher to be appropriatell for a church building 
and burial ground. A huilding committee was appoint­
ed consisting of the following: Solomon B. SeiJel an .I 
Daniel Unger, Lutheran; David Z. Becker and Isaac H. 
Mohr, Reformed. The corner-stone was laid May 29, 
1853. The church is lmilt of plain red brick and was 
dedicated in Oct., 18.54. 

In 1928 there developed a longing in the hearts of hot h 
the Lutheran and Reformed memhers of having a l'hurd1 
right in the centre of the borough. A large corner lot on 
Franklin street was purchase,I from the F. Leonitr<I Re­
ber heirs. A building committee was appointed-Pres­
ident, Raymond M. Wolfe; vice president, John M. 
Mogel; secreotary, ln·in H. Yoder; firlilncial secretary, 
Mahlon \\1. Rubright; treasurer, J. Morris Rothcrme!; 
Noah Heckman, Ralph F. \\7hceler, J. Frank Moyer, Ir­
vin D. Baer and Henry W. Rc1>pert. Funds were rais­
ed by subscription G,o~md was broken for the new 
edifice May 5, l 929,and the corner-stone was laid in Au­
gust, 1929. The dedication services were held Sunday, 
June 14, 1931. 

The completion of the church building is the culmina­
tion of effort!- of the members of both co11gre1;,ations. 

The basement is unusually attractive and the kitchen 
and dining room facilities are unsurpassed. The Chun·h 
School is modern in its plan and well adapted for relig­
ious educational work. 
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The church building is Gothic in design and is consid­

ered one of the finest in this part of the ~tatc. Th~ 
interior, with its long narrow nave, its flanking trnn­
septs, open ceiling an<l deep chancel, pr~sents a very 
churchly apprarance. The prerent pnst1.1rs arc: Re,. W. 
K. Fisher, Luthrran and Rev. J. K. S~oudr, R _•forme I. 

Wheeler & Stitzel were the Contract(lrs and Buil,ler.;. 



26 
The burial ground at the old church is now a scp~­

rate organization and is known as the St. Luke's Union 
Cemetery, Inc. The cemetery new covers .1hout 4 acre-, 

The first Salem Church, United Bre~hrcn in Christ, 
in Shoemakersville, was hcgun in April t H76, on Norr h 
Main street. The corner-stone of this church was laid 
June, 1876, with Dedication s<>rviccs in Nov., 1876. 

The first duly elected trustees cf the church were 
John Seiger, Sr., Franklin Gu ·1dy, Peter D. Heckman, 
Israel Strausser, Richard Perry ;:nd William Epler . 

. 
::I: u 
~ 
~ 
::,: 
u 

• z 
, '-1,.l 

~ 
J: 
f~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

0 
f.ll 
~ 
• 4' 

~ 
;..) 

~ 
'fJ 
~ 
--◄ 

"'"' 



27 
Mrs. Christiana Zuher :s the only living charter mem­

ber still affiliated with the l·hun·h. 
This church After a period of $0 years was coasiJercd 

not of the present type of churches, and as the mem­
hership had greatly increased during that time; thus 
during the ministry of Rev. C. C. Hollingsworth, the 
Building Project for a new drnrd1 was launched June 
22, 1924. 

Aug. 15, 1926 the last service was conducte1 in the 
old church. and appropriate ground-hrcaking services 
for the new church edifice were heltl, by some 100 peo­
ple, on the same church lot. 

Through the courtesy of th~ Shoemakers, ille Fire Co 
Sunday School and Churd1 sen ices were held in the 
Fire Hall auditorium, during the erection of the drnrd1 
building. 

The corner-stone laying service was held on Oct. ,1 tst 
1926, and the dedication services on Sunday, Oct., 30th 
1927. 

The church was designed hy H. A. Stetler. of Wyo­
missina, and erccteJ by Wheeler & Stitzel, of Shocm:i• 
kcrsville. The splendid church auditorium and spacious 
Sunday School room in the basement is a fine equip­
ment, adequate both for present needs and future 
growth. Rev. C. Ulrich is the prc!.ellt pastor. 

The Ebenezer Evangelical Church on Nohle street, 
built in 1858, on land of ls:tal' Rahn, a first member, 
was dosed about 15 years ago, on account of most of 
the members having died or moved to other towns. 

The building with spacious grounds was sold to J. D. 
\Venz, in 1922. who has converted it into a handsome home 
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The Ebenez~r Cemetery, Inc, along Enst Noble strr<1 

0:1 land donateJ by Isaac Rahn, is officiateJ by membc 
or former members of hoth Ebenezer E• anieli.:al and L 
nited Brethren churches. 

NE\V SALEM, UNITED BRETHREN CHU!lCH. 
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HHOEMAK~~n SCHOOi. ll('USE, 
Built by Henry Shoerr,nker in 17li~. 

The- early settlers of Berks County were fuAitives 
from rcligiouli persecution in th~ Fatherland. Ir was a 
r(!ligious motive that lcl them to es~ahlish scho'.Jls in or 
near their homes. They belived in tlw Bible as the m.­
ly rule of religil,us faith .mJ practice. Hence t·vcry 
child must learn to read in order to know how to use 
this guiJe to correct living and believing. 

Eighteen school-masters c:une from Germany, of 
which one was employetl by the Shoemaker's to teach 
their children to read and write, ( German.) The school 
master became, next to the pastor, the most important 
person in the community, and at times performed, in 
connection with his school duties, the functaon of read­
hg sermor~s. and baptizing children in cases of necessity. 
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English schools were established after the passage of 

the common school law of 1834; than came the little 
red school house, but now its fast seeing its last days. 
Consolidation will make one large school take the place 
of many small schools. That is necessary in these days 
of efficiency, ecomony and motor buses for school 
children. 

There was value in the 161,531 tmy schools scattered 
over this country, each with its wood or coal hox out­
side the door, its patient teacher and small group of 
children. The bigger boys that sat outside on the fence 
until the last minute, and swallowed their luncheon 
whole, to have more time for baseball at "recess," often 
amounted to something later on. 

At least they could spell, add, subtract and divide. 
They lived in the country, saw the sky every day, went 
bare-foot, caught fish and turtles in summer, read Dick. 
ens, and put fire-crackers under milk cans, all useful 
parts of education. 

Perry township in 191.5 erected an eight-roomed High 
school building, splendidly located on the N .. \V corn~r 
of 4th & Reber streets, Shoemakers, ille. Seven one­
room schools in the western part of the township, in­
cluding Shoemakersville and Mohrsville, were consoli­
dated to this building at that time. When this town 
became a borough it with the township conti1rned to 
~omprise one school district. 

This 1915 building was found entirely inade,1uate to 
obtain proper recognition by the State, and has l·een 
condemed as a High School four years ago by the- State 
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The School Board at the regular c:ection, No·✓• l : .. 

1930, askeJ the elect".>rs to register th~ir approval of ti,:· 
proposed i10,ooo.oo sd100I loan to hr use:l toward the 

erection :in:I equipment cf a 11cw HiJ!h School huil<ling 
for the District. The loan l·arrie~ hy a h:m :lsoml' ma­
jority. The contral·t was let and during tin· sprin~ and 
summer of 1931, Rapp Bro's, of l.eha·1011. Pa., erc~·te:I 
one of the most modern and approved High School. 

The building is located on th~ larg~ scho:1I lor, N. E. 
con:cr 4th & Reber streets. The 1915 huilding will he 
useJ as a grade sd1~ol. Engel's, Hoffman's. De Turk's, 
Srhnppe!l's and Gruher's were the last schools to he 
rbsell. Then· arc two lrnsse:. transporting the sd10lars 
to the consol1<lated school. 

The 1931-31 school term opened September 8th. Thl· 
following is the teaching staff: Prof. Da, id H. Markey, 
supen·ising prinl·ipal; Daniel Lamm, mathematics; Mrs. 
I r\'in Smith, history; Irvin Smith, science; \Valtl·r Ris-
1 ey, graduate of East Stroushurg State Co~le~e. health 
and history; Miss Dolly Gleckler, Mansfic!d Tead1crs 
College, music; Catherine Yoder, Kutztown Te:1chen 
College, first grade; Mrs. H.mnah Rank, scl·ond gracle; 
Miss Catherine Crcihelhis, Beaver Colle~c. third grade; 
Miss Elda Lengel, Kutztown Teal·hrrs College, fourth 
grade; J acoh Adam, sixth grade. 

The following were away to rnmmrr classes: Mr. 
Markey ar the University of Penns_vlvania; Danit•! 
Lamm at Columbia Uni\'ersity; Mr. nnd Mrs. Irvin 
Smith at Muhlcnber~ College. 

The hoard of directors arc: Pres., M. R. Hoffman; V. 
Pres., W. B. Ketner; Sec., \\'. B. Hartman; Treau , R. 
M. Wolfe; J. P. Dreibelbis, member. 
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The Shoemakersville Post office, cstahlished in 1840, 

was located in th~ lower Main st. inn until 13S9; before 
that time the mail was t:1kcn and brought from t h e 
Mohrsville offit·c hy Pos~-riders connectcll with the inn. 

After the inauguration of President Harrison, in t 889, 
Harry S. Burkhart, a public school teacher, a n d h y 
trade a tinsmith, applyed as P,>stma,;ter; was appointe.l 
in June, 1889 an<l sc-n ed to Jan., 1893. The office was 
mO\·ed to his own resi(lcnce, center of town. Before 
his term had e,·pircd, he rerievcd an appointment as 
railway postal d<·rk. Sen·ing J6 y<.·ars the li. S. go\'­
erment, he was retired in 192$. On July 29, 1929. he 
died suddenly at his home in Philadelphia. 

Charles Hoffman succeeJed Mr. Burkhart, with B M 
Gruhcr, Esq., assistant and al'ting postmaster. 

Howard S. Madeira, a puhlit· st·hool tcach~r. was the 
next postmaster, whirh ofnce he held for 26 year~. 

The office was transfered from a 4th to a 3rd c'ass of­
ffrc during his la"t ~·e:ir of m::1m!lency. His <le1 h oc­
cured Dec. 8th, l 922. Tl1t· offi,·e h:ad he:n mov._•(1 sev­
eral month pre,·ious to the Alleman lrnilding, N. \V. cor 
Main & Nohlc sts. 

Earlv in 1913, John D. \Villi:uns, veteran s c h o o l 
teacher and l'arpenter, hcl·amc postmaster. Having 
hl'cn :1ppointed for the Jnl term in 1931, hcdicdsudden-
1r, March 18th. His son, Raymond, is acting P"'-tmas­
rcr until a regular appointment. 

Thl· athletic cluh, an organization of puhlic spirited 
men, are the owners of a 4 aae park with haschall cia­
mond, finely locate<l at the upper terminus of Franklin 
street, The park is also used for pic-nics. shows &c. 
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Fifty years ago this and adjoining fields was known 

as Unger's one-third mile race tr;1ck. Al Unger, Sam 
Hitt:er, Doc Reher and others had manv a hrnsh with 
their spe:.>dy trotters. such as "Lady Maud," "Black 
Sue" and •·Dandv Grav.'' Solh· Swoyer, hostler of 
the Metror,olita11, was ·,he chantpaon jc>ckey with •·Big 
Dan" in the running races. Barchack running races a­
mong the drivers with their lorg-eareJ "shamhlt't:mians" 
-hoat mu!es- was rr.ost exciting. 

llomer Fraunfelter is the propri(·tor of the Shoemak­
ersville Dairy. His home and nastcurizing plant is lo­
cated on land what was formct ly D. B. Fisher's vine­
yard. Hi~ milk served is from heards T. P. te!:t~d. 
· Ed. K. Marks is our stre;?t lrn<.·kster in fish, oysters, 
fruit, vegetahles and caned J!Oods. · 

Al. Moy-.>r & Son, are we!l-known poultry and cg~ 
hucksters among the farmers. 

Wheeler & Stitzel, ( Cham hers A. \Vhee1er and Rov B 
Stit1cl,) arc our extensive Co:1tr;1ctors & Builders. · 

Milton Roth is in the same line of business. 
Jefferso:1 Smith. Foster \Veidman, Mark Wenz a n d 

Benj. Schlappid1, Painters ard Decorators. 
Samuel Betz & Son, Bril·kla~•ing Contractors. 
Our barhers, Clinton Fraunfcl~er, William Kershner 

and Harold K. M<.·Ncill arc splendidly located alcng 
Main street. 

Jnmcs R. Keim, lnomincnt citizen ;md veteran mer­
~han t, died smhlen y from a severe spell of indigestion 
June 8th, 1931. The Keim store contiucs in husiness, 
with George, oldest son, in charge. 

The hig P. & R. wreck occurcd Friday eve., Sept. 
19, 1890, while the north hound express was rounding 
the large curve, a broken axle of a loaded coal car in a 
south hound train was thrown on the up track, into 
which the express ran, resulting in throwing the engit e 
and forward coaches over a high emhankment and in­
to the Schuylkill river. 23 dead persons was the result. 
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Shocmakcrsvil!c had one time an experience in stagc­
ing an Ox-Roast and politit·al Mass Meetmg. 

Samuel A. Hitner, pedagogue, politician and pastor, 
(later,) was the leading '"light" in the affair. 

The event took place Satunlay, Oct. 19, 1878, and 
the place, the largt• open lot anoss the street from t h c 
Metropolitan House. It was a howling succes~ as far 
as the speech-making, hand music and the large aowds 
of people in attendance. 

As to the ox-ro:1st; ,1 l.1rge whole heef strung over a 
windlass, which had to be turned continuously by strong 
men. Under the revol\'ing beef w;1s a roaring charcoal 
fire and pan of steaming water. After about 8 hours of 
roasting and dripping, Possy Faust, the chief cook anc.l 
rouster, pronounced the barbecue ready for the waiting 
anc.l hungry crowd. 
Carving cornme,wed and slices of beef, sandwiched, were 
handed out-but one bite, few chews, se\'eral hawks and 
about half-dozen spits and then the darn thing was out. 
The ox, bull or perhap, cow was over-done; ht·ing al­

ready in a state of putridity. 
And now what did the hig crowd do to satisfy the inner 

man? It consisted of hoth Republicans and Democrats. 
Prohohition ut that time was still a dream. · 

Why just across w,ts the inn, where 
Beer, pretzels and cheese 
Pcpcd you up with quite ease: 
A little schnoops now and then 
Was relished by most men. 

The rotten carcass, partly carved and the old frame, 
was seen next morning nicely erected on all fours in a 
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front yard in the down-to·.,·n section. The hradlt.•sc, 
"beast" ~eemcd to emit n stench as if saying, "l'am :i 

I-lit, so S';1m I; 'S to 10 cent:. for expenses' hut n:1thing 
for the scavenger." Mo-o! 
We, that's I, for the printint~ and Us, that's th~ other, 

for the hand 111\ISic, after only S3 years, arc still watch­
ing and waiting for n "di\'ision" of '5 to to cc:lts f o r 
cxpens(·s' Y cs, it "set•ms'' that hoth Charlics a r t· 
among the outs. 0. U. T. Phl·w! 

During the Civil war he~ween the nor~h and south. 
to he exact, 6CJ years ago, the battle of Shoemakcrs\'illc 
was fought It was without fire-arms, kni\'l·s or daggers 
This vicinity possessed two well-to-do farmers. Tlw oiw 

O\'l'I" Moll's hill advnl·ated thl' .,out hem cause in h o t h 
speerh and dec•d; c,·e:1 floating the confederate flag on the 
top of his ham. The well-known farmer anoss the ri\'er 
was just as enthusiastic a:HI outspo~,ca for the aholiti 1:1 
of sla ,·c-ry. 

By some way or another Bully (\Vm.) Lyon, a t 
Reading, Pa. was apprised of the farmer's re!1el float, 
when he, (Lyon) up and ordered ti farmer to h a u 
down those colors and string up tltl' Stars & Stripe~ 

The order was promptly fulfilled. 
This act madt· the first mentioned farmer more heliig­

erent and whenever he met his adversary at the log inn 
in town, he offert·d to settle th?ir difft.rence of opinion 
in a puhlir hattlc - fight. 

Both heing ;1dvancccl in years. and after agreeing to 
the set-to, both suhstitucled their sons, two strapping, 
hurly youths in their 'teens who should fact> each o~her, 
give battle royal - to the finish, for their Dad's cause. 
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The d~1r was set. a rin~ was formed hr the assemble.I 

rcoplc under n spreading pear tree on ore:, lot along 
J>:um Cr<'ck. 

The fight s:arted, the D~ds at the side of the so:,s in­
structing anJ urging them on. 

It was a l,art·-fist, rou~h and tum hie, grand old coun­
try ti~ht: the d:Hls yelling: "Hit 'i111 in the eye, get in 
your u1H

0

cr-tut, hit the rihs, on tlwnose, in the stomadt." 
B!ooJ flowed freely, the hatrle lasted fully half a n 

hour with dindi~·s and knock-downs; up and at it a­
gai1:-- here were no counts at that time. 

:\t last, onl' fadwr' yelled, M------, kick 'im in the 
B H'+'x. The youth did and h~· hit the mark plumh; 
down and out we:lt his foe, while the kicker was declar­
c<l the victor. r.tnstardly. I'd say.J The injured youth 
was a sufferer thereafter and <lie<l a young man. 

Charlt·s 11. Seidel has the honor of heing the first 

amateur priincr of Shoemakersville. Ha\'ing purchast•d 
a Model sdf~inking press in 18i 2. He engaged in a va­

riety of printing up to 1892, when the Marhurscr Fur­

ni lure factory was destroyed hy hrc, and ha\'ing h i s 

printing plant in the huilding at that time. his outfit 

was rcdured to worse than pi - scrap. This endetl h i s 

career as ~• printer. 

Mr. Seidel is the borough's olc.lest native male citizen­

aged i<> ye~trs and a direct c.le .. ccnclant of the Shoemak­

er family. His mother, .Mrs. Solomon B. Seidel, was a 

cla~ghter of Charles Shoemaker, Jr. 
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June 1930, Clare,~cc H. Rittrr and Charlrs R. 

Kauffman, un,!er tlw hrm name of Shoemakrrs\'illc 
Press, with a Ke!sey pre:.s enAage:! i:1 the A:-t of Prim­
ing at the h'.>me of Mr. Kauffman, Main street. 

Business comm-~:H:ed to flourish at the start. 
Pressed for larger quarters, Charles Rit:er JOlllt 

the firm, win erc~·teJ a two-story huilding at his 11'.>mc 
on N:nth Frankli:1 street, which was occupied in No­
\'cmhe;- of the same ,·car. 

\Vith a ~ ~handier & Pt ice automatil· press installccl, 
large \'arid~· oft ~·pc etc., the ~,h >...'makrrs,·ille Press is 
f Jlly equipe.l aul <.·stahlislwJ as a first-cla~~ Joh Print­
ing House. 

In 18i5 Charles \\'. Burklurt purch:isr.l a No. J 
Excelsior ha11d-inking printing press, 18iJ patent, 
from th~· manufacturers, The Kelsey Press Company, 
Mcridt·n, Connecticut, and still in use. 

In his younger years quite an amount of s 111 a I I 
printinJ! for others as wt•II as all the printin9 use.I hy 
the firm of Burkhart & Sons, Tinsmiths. 

This history was writte:1 and printed in r a s y 
stages during 1931. Hope yo:1 will find it intcres~ing, 
is the final wish of the seventy-two year old 

Now & Then Printer. 


