
HISTORICAL SKETCHES, 

CHIEFLY REI..\TING TU THE 

EARLY SETILEMENT OF FRIENDS 

AT 

FALLS, 
IN 

BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 

BV 

G. W. B. 
1882. 

PHJt.ADKLPIUA.: 
Plulm,cc, Hovsaop JoRJ< P. MUUHT, 

::r.' Soalh F"a&h St. 





HISTORICAL SKETCHES. 

CHAP. I. 

.Among tho:,e eminent for virtue, ener1::,-:·, 
religious weight, and usefulness in church ;1ml 

state: who left tl1eir dwelling places in nltl 
nncestral England. :ind cr~:::sing the Atlanti<·. 
fonnlled their lmbitation;-; in foreign lan<l:::. :::nr
ronndecl by wilderness a.~p~ts. and unch·ifo:cd 
aborigine,-;. was Phincn,-; Pcm berton; :t goodly 
number of his contempomric;-;, who, like him
self. were primith·e :::ettler,-; of the country 
lying adjacent to the falls of the Delaware 
River .. in the south-c:istt'rn part of Btwks 
County, Pcnn,-yh·:mia, (:t locality recognized 
by the geneml n:ime of F:ills.) were those ,>f 
congenial dmmder, and who with him, doubt
less, were largt•ly instrumental in slrnping the 
local affairs, and future prospects of the newly 
planted colony, by their wise counsels, their 
upright walking, their diligent industry, their 
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prudent rconomy, their Christian spirit, and 
religious weight untl influence. 

Numerous offices of trust nml importunce 
were conferred upl•n Phineas Pcmbl•rton in 
the ch·il :md puhlic service of the county and 
provincl) of which he wns a resident, and being 
a prominent member of the little c,,111munity 
with which he was sm·rumHletl. it 111:t)· not be 
uninteresting. historically, to refer to an earlier 
period, and as !<kctchcd chiefly by himself, 
bring partiully into \·iew the standing and 
position of some of the primitirn settlers. and 
trace some of tl1c inflm•nces and considcmtions 
which finally resulted in the immigration of a 
band of fifty-two person:- from England, ap
parently bound fogcthcr by common interest, 
and looking forward to t_he same plac~ of de
barkation, which the captain of the vessel they 
occupied, promised by contract, should be at a 
satisfactory place in Pennsylrnnia. 

Phineas, the son of Ralph and :Margaret 
Pemberton, was born eleventh month, 31st, 
1649, and in due time was apprenticed to 
John Abruham, a valuable friend, whose re-
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sidence was at )fonchester, England. Pos
sessing energy, fearlessness, and independence 
in u. rem:trlrnhle degree, he, in common with 
many of his brethren of those clays, several 
times suffered persecution for conscience sake, 
even while serving as an apprentice. .After 
one of these seasons of tl·ial, he wrote :t long 
letter to his ti.ithcr, de~cribi ng the proceedings; 
this letter has been referred to as portmying 
a "specimen of undatrnted bearing, honest 
:firmness, and promptness of reply, little to be 
expected in :1 youth then un<ler age; " it is 
concluded in the following language: "Blessed 
be the Lord God of everlasting goodness, that 
gave me power and dominion over and above 
them all! I c:tn truly say when he (the pre
siding officer) had uttered all his railing and 
bitterness, and n.11 the cruelty that was in him, 
it was no more to me than if he had smiled 
upon me." In u.ddition to other railing words, 
this officer, or justice, as he was called, told 
Phineas that this was his second offense, and 
if he offended ngain, he would be hanged, and 
that he, himself, W(luld prosecute. 
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Phineas has left a record of the following 
particular:; relating to the last visit that he 
ever 111mlc to his affectionate master, whose 
precepts :rnd example, and fatherly care, had 
been of :,;u 111uch nilue to him during the im
portant period of his apprenticeship. 

··The }!)th of the lth month, 1681, being the 
first day of the week. he being then sick, of the 
siclrncss whernof he in a short time afterwards 
die,!. l went from home early iu the morning 
to ,·isit him thinking, after I hatl Yisited l1im, 
to .,:-11 to the meeting in the town. p!anchcstcr) 
and l had :1c11uaiuted him that I intended to 
takl' my journey toward London iu a few days . 
.A.bout meeting time, being about to take bn·c, 
Ralph Ridgway being then present, an<l ready 
to go with me, he desired us to stay awhile, 
and sai<l to me: I would not have thee go to 
meeting this day, but spend it with me; for 
thou mayest not have another to spend with 
me; but to enjoy the benefit of a meeting, thou 
mayest have more opportunities. Accordingly 
I stayed, and the friend R. R., for some time, 
a.nd be placed us on each hand of his chair. 
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After a little silence he desired to stand up, 
and, being helped by us, he leaned on our 
shoulders, and spoke forth in a living spring 
of life, of the lo,·ing kindness of the Lord unto 
him, and how it had been extended, and was 
stretched out, and continued still unto him; 
a.n<l also, how l1e had w.ilked and spent his 
days in his fear: :mu of bis assurance of his 
favors and blessings; and of his willingness to 
receive his dissolution, that be might arrive at 
that long desired lrnxen of rest. And although 
he was under great weakness of body, yet, he 
was so tilled with life, that he lh·ingly spoke 
forth his words as when in his strength, to the 
penetr-.1.ting, nnd piercing, and tendering of my 
spirit." 

Phineas relates the following pleasing in
cident respecting his first acquaintance . with 
Phebe Harris.on, which took. place in 1669, 
and whom he afterwards married. "Phebe, 
with her mother, as they were going into Che
shire, cnlled at my master's shop, but I knew 
them not ; she being about nine years of age, 
said to her mother, (having some cherries in 
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her apron.) I h:wc a mind t" gin• one of 
these young men some cherries; her mothe1· 
sai1l. tht•n gi,·c to both. She :-<nid. no: I will 
hut ;;in• t,, 01w: aml tln·ou:,d• the crowd of 
people that then :-;toud before the counter, she 
prc:a-;;e1l. la11ltli11g out her han,l with cherries 
for me. before I wn:-< well aware. and I admired 
that a child I knew not, :-<houl,1 ofter me such 
kindnc:,;s; but on in<1uiring, remembered that 
I had heard her name; and ret.-1liated lier 
kindness at the same time with a paper of 
brown candy.'' 

Time passed on, and the friendship and at
tachment existing between Phineas and Phebe 
still progressing, it resulted in marriage en
gagement, and, eventually, in their marriage. 
A copy of the certificate appertaining to the oc
casio_n, from the records of Har<lsbaw )Ionthly 
Meeting, ~xhibits the simplicity, language and 
order of those primitive times ; and it is pro
bable that the same peculiarities which charac
terized those worthies, Boulton and its vicinity, 
were carried to America by the noble band that 
immigrated from thence, and settling within the 
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borders of what was afterward Falls )Ionthly 
:Meeting, were instrumental in dit'seminating 
their principles :incl peculin.rities :mmncl them. 

In rehttion to the ceremonial proceeding 
which terminated in its :iccomplbhment on 
the tin;t day of' the cle,·enth month, (repre
sented as being called .fonuary.) IG76, Phinc:~ 
write:,;: •·\Ye joined together in marriage be
fore many witnesi:;e::;, and .Tcsu:- w:1_._ there. It 
wa.-. :-olemnizecl in the heart melting :mu tcn
<lering power of God;- al:..o many were wit
nesses thereof, dcp:irting thence with a sense 
<•f the weighty saYor of life. which proceeded 
from the fountain thereof, cn•n the Son of 
Goel: and it rested upon their spirits. to the 
great refre;;hment of many. as the distilled 
showen; upon the tender grass." 

From the on~rflowings of a grateful he:irt, 
Phineas, in after years, thus wrote of their 
umon. ·• In this, our weighty undertaking, 
we ha.cl our e~·e u_nt-0 the Lord, :1.nd He had 
reg-.trcl unto. us; He honored u:.; with his pre
sence, :tncl hath been our support :ind defense 
through all difficulties, even to this present 
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clay. \Ve will rcntlcr :uul 1,,-iYc to him our 

lll'art:-1. aml WC :-hall tlwn be l'nabletl to ofter 

up the offering of prai:-c arnl thank:-11:,-i,·ing 

acct•ptnhly to Ilim. who is oYer all. anti ahm·e 

all. i:-1 worthy. worthy thereof, :-aith m~· :-oul. 

for ever ancl l'\·l'r." 

'!'ht• ti,llowinl,!' l'Xtract i:-1 from a letter writ

ten hy Phinea:- Pt•ml,t•rton to hi:- wifo the 

year hefn1·c her clccea:-e: "I am thine in the 

power of that l'nc.learec.l love wl1ich the power 

of cleath t-:tm10t hrcak. The root li(':-1 hicl hy 
the liancl of l>iYinc Pr.oviclenl"t'. until the warm 

my:- :11,!'ain prcv:1il: ancl then it :-hoot:- forth in 

tender lnlll:-. :11111 is clothed with it:- wonted 

beauty and lon•linc:-s. So will :-l':t><on:- con

tinue. until wt• :-hall be tr:111:-po11t•d to that 

l'e~rion. when• there :-hall h1• no more :-uch 
\\;ntcr:- :incl wrc:-tling:-:· 

Then· i:-1 an intcre:-ting feature in the l1i:c1tory 

o(Phinea.-; PembertHn an<l his friends of Boul

ton, and those part.-;. They were remarkable 

for their c~urage imd l--Onsfancy in braving the 

storm of persecution, and yet remarkable for 

their tenderness of heart, and as an evidence 
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of their sensibility and tenderness of feeling, 
the following beautiful little sketch of Ann, 
the eldest daughter of Phineas and Phebe, is 
inserted: 

"The first child born to this loYing pair was 
nnmecl Ann. and appears to h:n-e l,cen as 
interesting and lo,·ely as her motlier. ,\-71en 
about four years of age. her health failed, and 
she felt that death would soon fake her from 
her clear parents :mtl fciencls. That ntluable 
minister, Rodger Longworth. heing nhout to 
depart upon a religious visit to Gerlllnny. this 
little girl who lowcl him greatly. wl1en hid
ding him farewell. said she mu,4 nen•r :-ee 
lrlm ~ooain, ancl so it prO\·ed: for her illness 
soon incre:~ed upon her. antf mt•ekly and 
gently as if going t~ slc(•p. tht• hC'autiful day 
came to a perfect rest: m- thl' s1;irit tlep:1rted 
to the God who ga,·e it. Her grandfather 
Harrison thus writes of her: )'lost :,;wcetly 
methinks she yet liveth. I think some hun
dreds came to see her as she lay. after she was 
departed; some bowing ancl kissiug her: and 
many broke forth and fell a weeping. She lay 



12 HISTORICAL SKJo:TCHJo:::.-.; 

as if she had heen in a :;ound sleep, with a. 
fresh and lin•ly countenance. The rl'mem
brimcl' of it melt.._ my heart.'' 

Our fril'tHl:- were lovers of peace and 11uict
ness. :tml. tlouhtle:-1:-1, their patience was often 
sorely tril•ll. The malice of some of the 
Prie:-t:-1. thl• tyrannical dispo:-1itions of men in 
powl'r. antl tlw cruelty and .rnnoynnce mani
fcstNl by many in the more lmmble walks of 
life, producl•tl gn•at interruptions and unset
tlement in their outwiml affairs .• 1.s well as 
abridgmc-nt of liberty, and suffering of body. 
It is no marvel that the frequent trials to 
which thi:-1 pl'llce-loving people were suhjcctecl, 
in thl' fonn of imprisonments, fines. levies, 
distrl':-ses, impo:-1itions, and ill-treatment in a. 
variety of ways. in the operation of unright
eous laws. administered by unrelenting offi
cials, sho~1ld loosen their hold upon the land 
of their nativity, and interest their minds in 
a country where civil and religious liberty 
were to be respected. 

In the year 1681, William Penn obtained 
the grant of the province of Pennsylvania, 
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and ma<le preparation:- to found a colony 
there upon what he belie\'ed to be true Chris
tiu.n principles, nntl :-ollll' of our frien1ls deter
mined to adopt thi:-1 l:u11l of promise as their 
future homL•. \Ve cannot suppose that this 
resolution wu.~· matured in their own will :tntl 
wisdom. they were too sensihle of thl•ir 1le
penclencc upon Divine Pro,·i,lencc to proceed 
in :i measun• of such import:rncl', without 
feeling an l'Vi1lence of Dh-ine permil-;sion or 
approval. But Wl' find that the prospect of 
remo,-ing to Pennsyh·ani:t, gmdually hl•c:uue 
brighter iu1d hrightc1·, until :~t length they 
resolvell to remm·c thither, aml 111:ule prl•pa
rations accordingly. 

It is snicl th:it the friends <!f these immigrants 
to the weswrn hemisphere, were wry loth to 
part with them, for their upright conduct, and 
kind and hospitable manner, together with 
the ties of consanguinity, :l.nd common faith, 
had fargely endeared them to their friends, 
and also to many of t11eir neighbors. In re
ference thereto, ,James Harrison thus writes: 
" Love in people :l.ppears more than ever; 
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some argnl' again:-1t our going; others cleclare 
their trouble. :i.ncl say tlmt they are sorry; 
:ind some <'ry when they think of our going." 
It is furtl1l'l' :-tntetl. that according to the cus
tom and ol'llc>r of the society. Friends giwe 
them a l'ertitirate; and it hrui been represented 
:ts 1,ein:; .. 111nst tender, full ancl large." 

UaYin;.:- l'mharkecl on board of the shi'p, 
'·Submi,.;,.;ion." Captain James Settle, then lying 
at Lirerp11ol. thl'Y hid adieu to their nath·e 
land. and sl't ,;ail for America on the fifth of 
thl• ,.;l•\·l·nth 111011th. 1682. Their comp1in~· cun
si,.;kll of tifty-two person:,1. among whom were 
Ralph Peml11:.•rton. Phineas Pemberton. Phebe 
his wife. ~\higail and .Ju:-;cph their infant chil
dren. A:.rn1.•s Ilarri:e1on .• James Harrison, Anne 
hi,; wifr. Rnhl•rt Bontl. nml Lydia \Vlmrmby. 
Tlu.' ter:11s agreed upon between the pil.l$sengers 
and c:i"pt:lin were these: he wa:,1 to receh·c four 
pnmHls two shilling:,: per heacl for e,·ery one 
tweln- years of age ancl upward. and two 
pounds two shillings for every one under 
twel rn, and thirty shillings per ton for th:eir 
goods, and was to proceed with the ship to the 
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.. Dela.ware River, or elsewhere in Pennsyl
vania, to the bci;t conveniency of freighters." 

At the di:;tant period of time. when this in
tt•n•,-ti11~ lm11t.l of cmi~r:rnt,; to a foreign ancl 
di:-<t:rnt laiHl. tur11c1l their back,; on En~l111al, 
anti c~11mmitte1l thernst•ln•,- t11 thl• pt•ril,- of the 
turl111lt•11t ancl tr:wk les,; 11t·t•a11. a ,·oyaµ:t• to 

..:\t1ll'ri1·:1 wa,; a n•ry formiclal,lt• nnclertnkinµ:. 
\'p,;,-p),- Wt'l'l' irnperti.•1·t. ancl na,·igator,; 1111-
skillfnl. ancl tlw ,.;,yagl' tc1l~,u,- :incl 1la11gt•ro11s. 

]3nt they knl'W in whom they trn,-tt>cl. a111l it is 
_rca .. .,onalilc to ,;uppo,;c that 111any of the111 re

signed themscln•s in faith. to tlH• llll'l"c·y and 
protection of that p11wcr tlmt 1·1111]1) c·ontrol 

the winds and the waves. nncl cnal,h• tht•rn to 

reach their destined port in ,-afl'ty: or. if more 

consistent with the Dh·inc will. rec1uirt• their 
lives. and conduct their souls to a better in
heri~tnce. the h:wen of e,·erln .. .;;ting pence and 
rest. 
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CIIAP. 11. 

l 11 ,·iolatio11 of tl1c t"ontra1~t h1•tWCl'll Captn.in 
Sl'tth• :11111 hi,- p:t:-:-l'll,!.('cr,;. hl' :-aik•1l with hi~ 

:,;hip. ··S11l,111i:-:-io11," for :\Tnryl:uul, in:-:1te:ul of 
Pt•1111:-yh-a11i:1. l'J1c11unt1•rP1l a :-e\"Cl"l' :-tnrm at 
:--l'a. :11111 :1rr;,·p1J in th<• Pautnxcnt Rin•r on 
till' :{0th of ei_!.('hth month. 1{;82. di:-l'lllharking 
l1i:- p:1,-,-1•11/.!l't':-. :1111\' nnl:ulin.!.(' thl'ir /.!ood:- at 
(~hopta11k. Thi:- 1li:-ho11c:-t cornlud of tho 
(':1pt:1i11 wa,- :i :-erion,; 1li:-a1h-ant:t/.!l' to our 
frie111l:-. :11111 1ll't:1i111•1l tht•m :-t•,·pral months 
ft-11111 thPir plal'l· of 1lt•:-tin:1tio11. which was 
ne:11· the fall,- of the• l)p]aw:1r1• in Pcnn:-yl
Yani:1. .T:1111t•:- Ilarri,-011 a111l Phi,wa,; Pem
berton. k:1Yi11~ tlll'ir f:uuilie:- at the hou:;c of 
"'illiam l>il'kcn:-011. trarnllcd on•rl:md byway 
-of XPw ('a,-tl1• to thl• plncc where Philadel
phia nm,· :-ta111l:-. a\t :Kew Castle, they hacl 
hope1l for an inter\'i1•w with ,Villiam Penn 
who had arriYe1l on the 2-1:th of the eighth 
month. prc\'inu:-: but they did not imcceecl at 
that time in obtaining any intercourse \\;th 
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him. he ht•ing absent in New York. Phila
delphia w:1.-. not yet founded: it:,; :,;itl' was a. 
wil,lernt.'!'!!'!, anti they couhl procure no cntcr
t:1in111ent for tlwir hor:,;e:,;: aml after :,;p:mcel
lin!,! them, :UHl tur11i11~ tftl'lll out in the woods, 
:wnilctl t he111:,;el ve:,; of :-:uch :1cco11111101lations :ts 
they carried with thl'lll. :1ml were. otherwise. 
obtainable. The next 111oruing thl• horses 
coultl not he found. and after two days' search
ing for them in ,·:tin. the~- were abandoned. 
In this dilemma the travellers c,mcludecl to 
t:tkc ho:tt :md proceed up the Delaware River. 

The result of this expedition is thus recorded: 
"\Villi:un Yardley, :m uncle to Plline:ts Pem
berton, h:tcl arrh·ed :t fow weeks before him, 
and had taken up land :tt the F:tlls. where 
he commenced the erection of a habitation. 
On the banks of the Del:tw:tre, opposite to 
Orclean ·s Isla.nd, Phineas determined to settle, 

:md purchased a tract of three hundred acres 
of fand which he c:tllecl ·' Grom Place." As 
he and his father-in-1:tw were returning from 
their tour of im·estigation. the latter. having 
been chosen a member of the .Assembly. and 
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speaker of the House of ProYincial Rcpre
scntath·e:-. remnined at Uhesh•r. hefore l'allecl 
Uplan1l. H<'rl' tlw fir:,;t Heneral As:<l'lllhly 
met. in th<' month c;tllecl T>el'cmhcr. \\'illiam 
Penn l,eing Pn•:<ident. · Thl' :-c:-sion:- continm•d 

three days, in which almnt :-ixty law:- or acts 
wcrl' pa:,:<(•11 in dm• form.''. 'The cir1·nmstn,nce 
of lall(lin,!!' in )[arylmul. iu:-tt•acl of a conYc

niL•nt pl:H'l' on tht•• Rin•r I>elaw:irl'. :-uhjcctccl 
Phi1wa,- l'l'llll1l'l't1111 aucl co111p:111y to a kcliou:< 
~llltl :111111,yi11;..r tra11:-port:1tio11 of t]1p111:-dn•:< 
and 1110,·al,lc:- to thl' Fall:<: \\·i1ic·h wa:- not 

accompli:,;lw1l until the :<ccornl 111outli. 1(;.-;:t 

Phinl'a:<. with l1i,- family. pc1Hli11;.r thl' Pl'l'l'tion 
of a 1lwc11inµ- upon hi,- own laJHl. abode at the 

hou:-e of Lyond Brittain. a friend who had 

scttletl earlit•r at the }'alk On .t n•i:· oM 
map of the locality .• J.une:; Harrison':,; 11:rn1c is 

inclorsett upon n plot representing a tract of 

lancl adjoining that of Phine,ts Pemberton. 

Among those eminent for piety ,ind useful
ness---who rcceiYecl the truth in the love of it, 

in the rc,·iYal of primith·e Christianity in its 

ancient purity; in the clawning of a brighter 
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dny, nfter a long ni.~ht of npostacy: a clny 
of renewed breakin,!! forth of gospel light 
and power-was .James Harrison; concerning 
whom. two of his contempornries. ""illiam 
Yardley :11111 Phineas Pemberton. put forth 
the followiug tl•stimony: ·· That the ri~d1tcous 
may 11ot l1l' l111ril•1l _in ol,liYion. Wl' :-.,j,·e fo1-th 
this testin1011y 1·oncl•rning our well-hl'loYctl 
frie111l .l:1111l'S ll:1rrison. who was l111rn :it - . 

Kcllll:tl in \\"estmorl:1n,l: :1llll in thl' 1,rmk-
in,!! forth of truth in those parts. hl' was early 
conYincl'tl tltl'rl'of. :1111I. i11 a shot-t time :1fter, 
came forth in :1 pul,lil' fl>stimony for tlw smne. 
His ministry w:1s 11ot in the wis,lnm of tl1is 
worhl. hut in tht• 1le111nnstration of till' :-pirit 
:u11l power of (-iod. hy whid1 m:111y werl' co11-
Y11l!'l'd. tht; sl•rpt•nfs h(•:1d wa:- hroken. the 
wisdom of the fll':-h eonfoundcll. and :-e,·eral 
,·:11m• forth in a li,·in,!! testimony ti.,r God. who 
,n•rl• hl').!otten to thl· Lord hy him, :mcl still 
rl'main sl':lls to his ministry. As he w:is in
strumental in turning- many to Goel, so he was 
l1elpful in the cst:tblishin,!! :mch :ts were con
Ycrted. heing :1 ).!ood pattern. :is well in con-
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n•r:-mtion a:-1 in tloctrilw. walking uprightly :is 
in the ,Iaytime. l,cing hohl and ,·aliant for 
the truth, i11 oppu:1ing- it:-1 enemies. whether 
profc:1:1or:1 or profane. thoug-h they often raged 
:1ure ngainst him. so that his suflcrings were 
,·e~· great. both hy impri:1onment antl :-poil 
of ~oods: yet. he alway:- with great coum~e 
kept hi:-1 1-,'l'oUntl ngain:1t all tho:-e that rose 
up again:-t him. for. truth':- :-:tke. which wa:,; of 
more worth to him than all outward enjoy
ment-.. In the year Hi82 he rl.•mowtl with 
hi:-1 family into P.ennsylrnni:i, and a:-1 hi:- testi
mony wa:, in the power of God when in the 
html of hi:-1 nativity. so it wa:-1 whe11 hert•. he 
being likewise ser,·iceaule many way:c1. a\ntl 
though he hacl great coneern:- in thi:; worl<l. 
yet he earnestly l:tbore,l to keep a 1.,-cm~ience 
voi,l of offense. being a man of peace:1ble 
spirit. antl the Loni':- power kept him a sweet 
savor to the end. He bore hi:- :-ickne:-i:- with 
much r>atience. though often l,!rt•atly bowecl 
<lown therewith. to the time of his departure, 
htying down his heatl in peace. and pas:c1ing 
away in much stillness. His remornl being 
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our lo,-,-. hut hi:-1 gai11. for. bk•:-1,-ed arc the dead 

wh11 clit> in tlH• Lord. they :;lmll rci;t from their 

lalmr,-. ancl tl1Pir work::1 cl11 fol\11w them:• 

.lamp,- Ilarri~1JJ1 ,-ufft•rt•,1 much in hi:- nati\'I! 

]all(l. in :-upport of tlw clodrim~ ancl tc>:-timo

nic>:,; ht• t<•lt 1,ouncl to upl111lcl allel 1ll•ft•111l: and 

hi:,; titldit~· to hi:,; I>idnt• :\la:-tl'r. an1l zcalou:,;

nt•:,;:,; in hi:- «-aU:-l'. lt•tl to hi:- i111pri:-01111H•nt in 

tlw ycnr:,; llifiO .. lil. 'G:3. 'ti-l. 't;:; :111cl ·rn;. The 

cup of :-tlil"t•rin!,! ari:-ing frotu the pl'r:-ccution 

of tht• ti111t•:-. wa,- ofkn llll'tt•1l out to hi111. an<l 

not u11frt•q11t•ntly t11 hi:,; wift>. who :tppl'ar:- to 

han• l1t•t•n l1i,- truly :-y111patltizing friend. a 

faithful partak1•r of hi,- joy:- :uul :-orrow:,;. a 

nwtht•, in our 1:-rnel. an1l a prominent helper 

in tltt• :-ociety of whid1 :-he wa:- a member. Of 

lll'r. Phincai; Pl'mlll'rton thn:- write:,;: ·• In all 

the l,cfore-mentionc>cl sufferings. hi::1 wife. that 

worthy matron. wai; not dejected or cai;t down, 

but W<'nt through ·all with a cheerful spirit, 

lm,·ing her aim and eye upon that lot of 

inheritance. whose,• builder and maker is 

God, and i,- heyond the reach of persecution. 

\Vhether he wa:- in bond:,; or at liberty. in suf-
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fering:- or out of sufferings. always managing 
his and her own hu:,1in<'ss nnd hcr:e1clf, with 
great prudence and dexterity: taking delight, 
and making it her 1,usiness. how to spend her 
day:; in the :,;cn·ice of trnth. :tntl the se1Ting 
of its fricncls: l1el1aving her:,;cJf in such an 
eYen frame and t<'mper of spirit, to all per
sons and nt all times, that :;he was greatly 
belowd by friemls. ancl enemies S(':m.-e daring 
to come nigh. her conduct w:is so prmlent.'' 

"-illiam Y:irdley appears to lmve been a, 
friend largely gifted for the :H.l111ini:e1tr:ition of 
the discipline, as well a:,1 an eminent minister 
in the Sucrety of Friends: the early record:,; of 
Falls :Monthly )!C'eting, give eYidence of his 
usefulness in the affairs of the Church, nncl 
the high estimation in which his friends held 
him ; a full share of the meeting business 
appe:lr:- to haw fallen to hfa lot, which it is 
reasonable to suppose, he transncted with fidel
ity and sound judgment, as became a pillar 
in the Church, and a faithful guardian of 
the monthly meeting in its infant state; he 
being one of its originators, among whom his 
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name stands first. He mig-r:1tecl to Americn. 
in the fiftieth year of his :ige. :mrl, doubtless, 
the experience, counsel and fatherly care of such 
a friend, were of great Y:tlue to thos(• among 
whom his lot was ea:,t, and being- a friend of 
superior judgment; w:u; eminently caleulated 
to dispenst' that which was eomfortahle, :rnd 
that which was profit:tblt• around him. H:w
ing, in l1is youtl1, chosen tlutt good part which 
was ne,·t•r taken away frnm ]1i111. and being 
farnrt•d to partake largely of Dh·inc 11ualific:1.
tio11s :11ul f:l\'ors, he _di,! not put hii,: light 
1111rlcr :1 hu:,;hel. nor hidt• his t~1lcnt in the 
1.•arth. hut htlJored as ability was extended. for 
the 111·escnt and etcrn:11 welfare of his fellow 
lllan: first. in Englmal. tht• land of his na
tidty, and place of his rci:idence for 11e:1r half 
a 1·entury, and, whert• it is sai1l. •· he receh·ecl 
the truth with a ready mind and gladness of 
heart,. and thought nothing too dear to part 
with for it," and where he labored abundantly, 
being zealous for the prosperity of Zion, and 
the enl:trgement of her borders. . And after 
his migration to America. where his services 



24 Hl:-TOUICAI, :-1U:TCHI•::-. 

were so eminently u:,;efnl, as a li~ht shining 
in a wilderness land he still went about doing 
good, proYin~ himself nn nblc minister of the 
gospel, and a ·faithful wutchmau · of Zion's 
walls; zealou:aily conccrne1l to keep the camp 
free from defilement, whether of a :-piritual 
or moral character, and a pleasing companion 
in social life. The influe1wc of :mch a friend 
was of ~'Teat nilue when the foundations of 
society were being laid in the wilds of 
America. 

It is plea .... ing tu mu~c upon a picture imch 
as this, upon such an exmnple of faithfulness, 
of uprightness, of de,·otedness to the welfare 
of the Church, and the good of mankind gene
rally. .And it is pleasing to turn from the 
blood-stained history of most of the other colo
nies of America, and <lwell upon the peaceable 
and righteous ch·il and religious policy advo
cated hy 'William Yardley, and other kindred 
spirit.c; of his day. These were stars of hea
venly lustre; not as the stars of some of the 
other colonies, that attained an earthly bright
ness by famous deeds of blood : our worthies 
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did not seek to advnnce the Redeemer's king
dom, nor to prove tl1e efficncy of Gospel prin
ciples, nor to promote the welfare of their 
fellow man, in t-hat way: hut the blessings of 
peace :mcl prosperity ge1wrally nccompnnied 
them in their ch·il :incl reli;,,,ious t•oncerns : a 
kind Proddence wns evidently 'round about 
them to pn~erve :ind prokt·t: the fire~· spirit 
of the red man w:is hel<l in ~ubjection. and his 
:tffcctions were won hy the irresistible power 
of Christian Ion•. And this friendship w:1.S 
not of momL•ntary duration : it wns not n .. .;; an 
empty bubble, or a misty vapor, dissoh·ing in 
air. and le:wing no traces of its existence: but 
it. .. pennanency hm; been transmitted from sire 
to son, and is t:oeval with the htpse of time from 
tlmt clay- to this. And this friendship was 

useful and comforting to both parties, :ind 
proved. in 1iiea.sure, that our friends Imel built 

upon. the right foundation-" by their fruits ye 
shall know them.'' 

,vmiam Biles, ll co-temporary. and much 
esteemed· friend of the immigrants who were 
primitive settlers about the F:ills of the Dela-



HlSTOIUCAI, SKETCHJ,;.-.; 

wan•, w:L..; an actinJ, able, and early :supporter 
of the> civil government timnded by "William 

Penn. in the Province nf Pcnn:-yh-ani:1. He 

was one of the first delt'gate:- cl111st•n to repre
sent the inlmhitant:- of Buck:- ('ount~·, in the 
Prm·incial .A:-sembly. and :t sl1:1re in its im
portant t·oncern:- wa:- frt'11u1•11tly contic!Pcl to 

hi111 in :-1ubseq1w11t ye:1r:-1. :'.or w:.:- Ill' le:-s 
skillful in ( 'h11rd1 ;.:-on•rn111Pnt: tl1t• :111cient. 
rt>corcl:- of Fall:- :\lonthly :\ll'l'tin;.:-. show him 
to have Leen in:-1tr11111t•ntal in it:- tir:-t t•:<t:11,lish-· 

ment, a!Hl 1:irgt•ly eon1·crnl'cl in tht• tr:lll:-:u-tion 
of it:< bu:-illl':<:-. th1· tir:<t of tht• monthly meet
ing:< ht•ing hl'ld at hi:- hou:<t'. lt would be 

difficult at thi:- di:-tm1t d:iy to tix upon the 
preci:<e period when \Yilliam Bile:- tir:<t :<cttled 
at the Fall:-. or from wlll'nce he came, :1:< there 

does not appt•ar to ht• any n•cord handed down 

to us from which :--uch infommtion might be 

g-.i.therecl: but judging from the trust and 
confidenc·e in him rc>po:-ed. both iu civil and 
church g-o,·ennnent. it is e,·ident that he was 

a man of no common character. Tliere is a 

large brick dwelling. of ancient date. erected 
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on the weRt bank of what is generally called 
Bile:-1 Creek. being n portion of the Delawnre 
River which circum:-1cribes the western and 
southern borders of the fertile Isl:ind hearing 
tl1l' n:tme of Biles: tlli:-1 hou:-1e h:t."I been reprc
sentl•d hy tradition. and from the initial:-1 in
serihe1l upon it, :t."I the homestead of ,vmi:tm 
Hik•s: hut it. probably. wa:-1 the :-1cconcl house 
lie had erected on the same :-1itl•. There i:-1 a 
l:1rµ-e and ft•rtile form appl'nded to thh, ancient 
lmbit;1tio11. and. upon a portion thereof. until, 
eompar:1.th·ely :-1pcnking. recent times. was 
pointed out a hurial µ-round contnining the 
rernain:-1 of :-1law:-1. which is now obliterated. 
It. nmnifc:-1tly. would lie in vnin to undert:1ke 
to disg-uise the assumption. that. there were 
tho:-e in fellowship with friends. nmong the 
enrly ;;ettlers at the Falls. who helct" slaves; 
but he it also said of them that the evil of 
:,;hwery w:i.-. early recognized, and the system 
abandoned. 

William Darke. Lyonel Brittain and Wil
li:un Beaks were also of the number who were 
instrument;1l in the first est;iblishment of 
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Falls Monthly Mcctmg, aml it:,i records are 
evidence of their activity aml uscfulnc.,;s in 
the tmnsaction of its bu:;inci,;:,;. Of their his
tory but little is now known; they, probably, 
w~re drawn hither by the attractions of civil 
ancl religiou:,1 liberty, where they might pub
licly worship, mainbiin their pt.iculiarities, and 
support all their principle:,;. unmolested by 
mobs, ancl rude :m<l unfeeling Officials of 
Government: the confiscation of property, anll 
tedious and su1foring imprisonment, which 

generally followed the faithful support of 
Friend':,; doctrines and testimoniei'I in England 
in those days. · 
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CHAP. III. 

F:ill:-1 Monthly Meeting of .Fricncl!I wu.s 
organizl•d in tl1e third month, 168:3, :tnd its 
:;e;:-1ion:-1 h:tn• been continued through :t space 
of tiilll' amounting to within a few months of 
two hnmlr<'d year:-1. The tir:-1t Book of Records 
contains thl' miuutl•:-1 of rhe met•ting for about 
lwlf :t century; thl' l~ngnage exhibit-. the 
:thhrevintions and pl>culiaritic:-1 of the old 
English style. :md the minutl'S, for yl':trs. are 
recorded in the hnnllwriting of Phinca.-. Pem
berton. The first p:tgl~ of this Rook of Rt.>cords 
contain:-1 the following title: ·'A.record of the 
proceedings of the Men's Monthly Meeting, 
held ne:tr the Falls of the Delaware, in the 
County of Bucks, and Province of Pennsyl
vania." under which the followin~ passages of 
Scripture are written: 

" Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him, let him know tha.t 
he which converteth a sinner from the error of 
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall 
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hide a multitude of sins. .1,urns, 5th CHAP. 
rn. 20th nms1,:. 

'·Them that sin rl•l1uke before all, that other8 

also may fear. I Trn., 5th C1tAI'., 20th n:Hs1~. 

"A man that is a heretic, nftl'r the fir:-1t :md 
second :ulmonition rl:ject. knowing that he that 
is such, is subverte1l. a.nil si11neth, hei111,! 1,on
<lcmncd of him:,;elf. T1Tus. :~d CHAI'. 10, 11th 
Y~:w,~:. 

"For if a man know not how to rule his own 
house, how :,;hall he tnke care of the Church of 
Got!. Trn .. :M CHAI' .. -'ith YEnsi-:.'' 

On the :,;twceell~11g page appears a recoru of 

the proc1•P1linl,!:,; of the fir:,;t Falls )Ionthly 

:Meeting; it exhibits reasons why it was :,;et 

up. and descriues other incident.;; relating fo 

its organiwtion, heing m, follow:,;: 
•· At a meeting at \\"illiam Biles' house, the 

2d day of the third month. 168:3. then held to 
wait upon the Lord for his wisdom, to hear 

whnt should be offered, in order to inspect into 
the affairs of the Church, that all things mig-bt 

be kept therein sweet and savory to the Lord, 
and by our care over the Church, helpful in 
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the work of Hoel, and we. whose names follow, 
being present. thought it fit and nec:cl'lsary that 
a monthly meeting should he l'lct up of both 
men nntl women Friends. and that this }lleeting 
to he the first of the men's meetings after 
our arrirnl in tl1el'le parts. '\Villiam Ynrclley, 
.Jamel-I Harrison. Phineal-1 Vemherton. Willin.m 
Bilel-1. 'William Darke, Lyonel Britt:1i11, ,vil
Ii:un Beakes." 

The monthly meeting hcing thu:- organized 
antl prepared to proceed to businel'll-1, hut ·one 
subject appears to h1we clnimecl it.-- attention. 
A member being disposed to take the usual 
preliminary steps toward proceeding in mar
riage. lulcl In.id his intentions before Burlington 
Monthly Meeting, where Fnlls Friends were 
represented previous to the t-stahlishment of 
their own ; but it being out of hil-1 power at 
that time to produce a certiticn.te of mem her
ship from Engl:tnd. Friends of Burlin¢on 
were unwilling to grant permisi,:ion for further 
proceeding until greater clearness nppenred. 
The snid intentions were now proposed in this 
first monthly meeting at the Fa.lls. but no 
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certificate of membership hcing yet producecl, 

and Friends at Falls not heing sn!:iciently 
infortm•d of the po:-ition occupie,1 hy Burling
ton )h•eting in rdation to its prucl•t•1ling 
fo the ca;:e, ol,:,;tructious wen• rcco~ni:r.l'1L Fall:,; 
:Friends appear to ha,·e 1,et•n n•ry 1lc:,;iro11:,; that 
thi:- 111:1rri:1ge :,;hould not takl' phtce until. a . .; 
thl'y ::;ai,1. w:ty opened with mort• cle:1rn,•:,;:,; for 
it: th,•y ,li,1 not rdax labor for tl1e purpose of 
att:.1inin~ thi:,; ,le,.;irahle obje~,t. hut a . .; faith
ful wakh111c11 upon the wall:- uf their Zion, 
they w,•rc :-low to har .. ml the n•putation of 
their prot'l•s,-ion. whereby truth might suffer; 
they therefore. admini,-tered thi,- n,h·icc to tlw 
parties, that they should ·· wait in patience 
until Friends were satisfied in it.'' \Ve m:iy, 

therefore. well suppose that these earnest 
adYocates uf order were much 0"TieYed to hear 
that the marriage had been accomplishecl out 
of the order of ,.;uciety, which information w:ts 

reported to the next monthly meeting, and 
Friends were not backward in placing the prin
cipal offender under dealing. An abridged 
narrative of the proceedings appertaining to 
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the cn.-;e, lm.,; been introduced chiefly for the 
purpose of hringing into view the gre:it care
fulness of both Falls :ind Bur]ini:,,ton Meet
ings, in endeM·oring to guard their pro
fession :tgilin:-t reproach, together with their 
m:mifcstatinn of cifort to cstahlish and to 
sustain the gc11cr:1l pre,·alcncc of good 
order: these ol~jl't"ts :rn<l pm·poscs include the 
information cnnt:1ine,I in- the r1uaint 1locument 
from Burlinµtun. A111I although there ma.y 
h1• thos1• in thi,.:. our ,lay. who 1lo 11ot look 
upon ,.:1wh ,.leparture :ts :1mong tl1c otfonccs of 
high gr:ule. it i:,; 111anife;;t that our prim
ith·c friernls at Fall:-. anti at Burlington, did 
,·icw thi;; trans;...-r1•s:-.ion a:,; a matter of ~-rave 
importance. inYoh·ing the llcep, reli;,dous con
cernmcnt of their pious minds; they, prob:ibly, 
felt hotmll to be faithful in de:iling with all 
h'l":lcles of transgression. The document from 
Burlington, partly by way of Epistll'. and 
partly by way of current proceeding:;. is .is 
follows: 
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•· To our dP:tr frit'lllb and hrl'thren m the 
monthly 11tl•t•ti11g for the C,mnty of Bucks, 

in Pc1111sylnrni:1: 

"I>car fril'llcl:-,. with low unfoignc<l in the 
holy co,·cna11t of life, do we greet and tenderly 

salutt• )·nu. hlc:-sin~ Go,l for the holy c,i1,m
munion :t11tl fellowship whidt he hath ~ra
ciou:,;ly hrou;.d1t hi:- people into, nrnl doth 

defend :11111 prcsern.i them in. wl1crc hei11g 

kept, our .~re:th':-t can• will be for the honor 
of God, :1111! the g-oncl of hi:,; people. Dear 

friends. we arc comforted roJll'l'rning many of 

you. hcin~ fully a:-:-urecl of your integrity and 

scnicc in the Lord. aJHl arc glad our lot has 
folle11 :-o near eadt other, :incl do clc:,;ire that in 
tl1is service an,l work of Hod, which he i:- car

rying on here as well a:- cl:-cwhere, and will 

make glorious in hi:- time, we may be :ill 
packed together, and knit in that holy bond, 
which the strongc:-t powers of darkness arc 

not able to break . 
.. Dear friends, a:< to the business of'-----

ancl hi8 friend, we are infonnetl that he ha .. ~ a 

certificate come, and, therefore, our exercise as 
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to thnt is at_ ;in end; ~·et, still. we arc desirous, 
according to our fonner intentions, to give you 
:i nnked serious account. Wherefore. we have 
lnid such nn injunction on a.II, of ~aving certi
ficates when their marriages were presented, 
that cmne single an<l marriagenble into this 
cou11try. \Ye had mnny marria~e.: that came 
befon• us wherP little could be certified con
cer11ing the persons, yet enrnestly pressing the 
accomplislnnent of the mnttcr. which became 
a great strait and exercise to ho11est fril•nds on 
whom God lmd laid the care of his honor. 
Yet. for :i time. in conde:,:cension «lid permit 
such marri:igcs, constantly l'XJ>l"l'ssing onr
selve:,; not :,:atistied therewith. still ell-siring 
that care might be taken fur the future. that 
thing.: too doubtful and dangerous might not. 
be put upon us; requesting the care and help 
of Friends in England to inform such as come 
over, that they might bring certificutcs with 
them : gidng notice through our respective 
mectin~ that it wa..<1 expected : nl:,;o, informing 
all how they might be helped by the monthly 
meeting here in their sending. Yet. not.with-
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standing it w:~ :11lowed, and the old prnctice 
continued :md grew amon~st us. and the bur
then of the upright 1-,'Tew with it, !lome alleging 
that such and such were passed and why not 
we. So, finding it of that dangerous conse
qlll•nce, and th:1t it strengthened the wrong, 
and hurt the goud, we c:rn say, in the sight of 
God and his people, a necessity was laicl upon 
u::; to do what we did, :,;ingly eyeing the glory 
of God. and the ad,•ancement of His truth in 
it. Su. not douLtin~ that we shall be felt, and 
credited, ancl strengthened by you herein, we 
subscribe ourseh-es by order, and on the Le
half of our men ·s monthly meeting, the tel of 
the fifth month, Hi8:3, your friends ancl breth
ren in the Io,·e and travails of the truth.'' 

S,\llUEL .IEXXIXl.i:-, 

THOMAS BUl>l>. 

This specimen of the mode of tmnsacting the 
affairs of the Church in the youthful <lays of 
Falls Monthly Meeting, is with its accompani
ments, a narr-J.tive not wholly uninteresting 
in char.i.cter: an erring brother, slighting the 
counsel of his friends, and persisting in his 
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own will, brought much trouble and distre8s 
upon himself, ancl also an abundance of labor 
ancl :-olicitucle to hi:- friends. extending through 
i;e,·eral nwnthi;. ..:\11 doubt a ... to hi:- member
ship wa ... shortly after hi:- nmrri,Lge removed 
by thl' arrh·al of n certificate from England. 
Hi:- po:;ition and :-tumbling were treated by 
his fril'!Hl:- with tirmnc:-s. but with much 
forbearance. and Ion~ continued ntfectionate 
care ancl lalior. and he was tinally brou~ht to 
,Lll humble ackuowled;.!'mcnt of his error. and 
making suitable cuncc:,;:-ion:- liy Cl>!ldcmnation 
thereof. wa~r continued i1; membership. 

This narrative disclo:-es the ean.fulnesi; and 
fi<lclity of :,;omc of our predeces:,;on,. in the 
cau:-e of order ancl righteousnes:,; : the friends 
that stood as pillars in the Church in those 
day:-, were evidently ,·ery watchful over the 
purity and consistency of their own lives; 
ancl though they were friends of very te_nder 
feelings, sympathizing with the afflicted and 
relieving the destitute, yet were they 7..ealous 
and uncompromising in testimony ~Linst 
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tho:;c• who ('011tinuPd m1yiPlcli11;.r in imwrntion 

upon thPir l':-ltal,li:-lH•cl ]ll"Pc·c>pl:-, :lllcl what 

tlll'y hclil'\"(•cl to l1l' thPir ;.ro:-pl'I ordl•J': tlw 
otlc.•nc·l':- of trall:<!,-.'Tl':<:-or,; Wl'l'P clonhtlP:-:< :t 

µ-ric,f aml a hurth(•II to tlll'ir ( '.J11·istian tC"1•1in;.rs. 

but whill• :1 n•a:-011a 1,)p hopp of l"l':<toration 

rl'lll:ti1wc.l. they lahon•1I clili,!!c•11tly ancl af

foctionakly with otlcnclcr:-; not cutti11µ- them 

off frn111 the fold where n•:-turation could 

Le attained without a cornpromi:<!' of the 

principle:- of thc•ir profe:-:-io11: hut in failure 

of this. their te:-tirnnny ,,·1•11t forth :1µ-ainst 

tlicrn. ..:\ncl. :t:< rnight 1,p PXpe•·tecl. th(• fruits 

of the labor:- of tlw:-l' fathcr::i in our lsrnd, 

clothed with a Christi:111 spirit. a11d .kalous of 

the honor of truth. wen• ahnncl:rnt :rncl good. 
Doubtles,; the WPig-ht :md influence of their 

SJJirits did. ).mder the diYilll' 1,lpssin;.r. operate 

as II hedge of pre:;Prrntion :1 bout the young. 

and unhaptized. and une:-tahlishetl. yet they 

were not exempt from exerci:-l':- occ:isionally 

brought upon their pion:- minds. by the con

duct of offending members: but thesl' were 
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A"l'Ol'rally rt>dai11w1l. a11tl in tlw e:irlim· years 
of thl• l'Xistl'lll"l' ot' Falls l\lonthly Meeting-. 
hut ti.•,,· ,,·1•n• k:-titil'tl :t1,:"ai11st . 

.And. :1lthot11,:"h tlw tlocuuwnt from Bur
lin1,:"to11 l,:'i n•s p\·id1•11ce that thcrl' had heen 
sn1m! t'.11nni,·a11cc nt i11110,·atio11. and the records 
nt Falls are' i11ter:-pl'r:-1•1l with cases of dc
linq1w1wy: han• Wt' i11 thi,- ilm· 1lay made 
gr1•at impro,·1·mt•11t upon the. primitive con
dition of our :-nciety in thi,- conutry? Arc we 
more l'-l':tlous for the promotion of good order, 

our habit~ such as arc mo!'e calculated to 
wean ns from the allurement." of the world: to 
nt:tkl' 11,- morP :-t•nsihle of our dependence upon 
Dh·inc Priivitlencc for the blessings we en
joy, and our hearts mon' gmteful for these 
blcssinA"" ·?· Arl' our worthies more deeply rooted 
and grounded in the Christian faith : more 
deeply expcrit>ncl'd in the work of vital relig
ion? Ar(• our rcliA"ious meetings more emi
nently m,·ne1l by ·J,.rael"s Shepherd, and the 
baptizinA" infl.uenct' of Bis h1•:wcnly lo,·e and 
power more sensibly felt: and arc our borders 
enlar1-,-ri11g at the 1~re:-ent time? 
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The Book contnining- the rccnrtli- of the 
ancient pr1wet'1ling-i- of F111li- )[onthly Meeting 
of women Friend:-, Im:- dii-nppenrt•tl. The loi-i
of thei-e nwmorinl:- of primitin• U:-C't'nlnt•s:- is 
to be regretted; for 1110theri- in our f:-rnel. a:
wcll a:- fath<'rs. were :-!tining light:- in t.ho:-e 
days: mothcri- endowed with heavenly wi:-dom 
:tntl clothed with tht• ;.:-11r111e11t of ri;.:-hteous
ness: watchful of their prindples :1;.:-ninst 
innonttion. and of thl'ir or,ll'r 11g:1in:-t trans
gres:-ion. The 111:ttt•rinls for 1·0111piling a 
hi:-tory of tho:-t• worthy wome11 Friends 11rt• 
now :,1canty. hut douhth•,-,- there W(•re those 
:imon~,:.;t them wl111,-c memorfol,- art• 011 high: 
mi<l tlmt then• shall they lit• h:11I in c,·crla:-ting 
remembrance. altlrough the memory of their 
pious lfre; may not be perpetuated here on 
earth. A ~nowlcdge of the proceeding:,; of their 
monthly meeting in its infant :-tate might 
ha,·e been instructive in examples of tidelity. 
in the exercise of Chri:-tfan · order, :md :t more 
extended history of their circumspect li-ves 
might h:we been useful in directing the wan
derer to the sn.me rock on which they had 
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huilt. an1l in huil1ling tlwrt•on, found safety; 
yt>t. 1111twith:-:tandi11~ this loss of m1iterinls, 

thl'l'l' is satisfol'tion in lookin;.r buck to tl10sc 
pri111iti,·t• ti111l':-. th11:-1c 1la~·s of harmonious 
l:il,11r for tlu• wPlfart• of tlu.• <.~hurch, when 
hom•:-t :-illlplil'it~· :11111 purity of purpo:-c were 
so 1·1111:-1pi1·uon:-1 i11 the lives of its h"l.larclinmi, 
:-1l1l'thli11~ a Jll'l':-l'l'Ying influence as a l1edge 
al11mt it:-i honor. It i:; plcasiRg to look back 
and l,elic,·c. that the lmrthen benrers on whom 

the faithful :,;uJ>port of Falls Monthly :Meeting 
of Friends e:1:rly rc:;te<l, were men and women 
of .. clenn hands." 
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CHAP. IV. 

On the ~Ith of the :-evcnth month. 16.93, 
Thollla:- .J:111ncy. an eminent :u11l llltl<'h he

lon•u mini:-tt'r. :irrin-d with hi:- fomil~· from 
E11:,.rla111I. :tnd :;t•ttle1l :mtong- hi:- friPnd:-, not 

far from the Fall:- of the Delmmrc. in Pl'n 11:-yl

vania. :1111! l1l•c:111w an :1etiv<' and 11:-t'ful mcm

b1•r of F':111:- )Ionthly :\Iet'ting. of which the 

record:- g-in• p,·id<'lll"<': :1rnl other :tccount.~ 

show him to h,l\'c been a faithful l:thorer in 

wor,I 1n11l doi-trinl'. Ht• w:1:-1 uncl<' to Phinea::

Pl•111ht•rto11. :111d Wl' donl,t not hut he :1nd his 

family Jlll•t with a 1'.1,r1lial reception from their 

warm hl':t1-t1'tl frit•11cl:-:. who hacl prt•cl'd<'d them 
in wil,h·rm•:-1:-1 .:\mPri1,:1: the tiP:-: of mn:-:mgui

nity. fri<'ptl:-hip. and gospel fellow:-hip. :tll 
combined to rcwler thc:,;e mi_;,'l":itor:- welcome: 

many of the partners in exile here met to

gether. Jrnd nobly borne their te:-timonies in 

the cause of truth and righteousness in their 

native la.nu, :ind had suffered for their faithful

ness ; but persecution in measure drove them, 



and civil and religious lihC'rty wooed them 
across the Atlantic wave: antl it nmy have 
been the design of Infinite Goo<lne:-1:-1. not only 
that thi:- :-utt'ering people l-lhnuld fillll relief 
from persecution by emigration. but also that 
tlw :-tantlarll of Chril'ltianity in its primitive 
purity shouhl be planted in a foreign land. 
Many of the wise and gooll of that llay and 
generation concentrated herl', and it il-1 1,>Tatify
ing to look back and ohserni that the worthies 
who sul'ltained Falls ~[onthly )Iceting in its 
infancy. were. eminently. llll'll and women of 
religion:,; Wl•ight and inflm,m·e: and as a l,ro
ther belo,·ed and father in the l'h.urd1 was 

Thomas .Janney. concerning whom. Falls 
Monthly :Meeting il'lsucd the following t~ti
mony after this dl•<licak1l :-l•rvant of Christ 
had finished his coun<e. and. doubtless. was 
gathered to his evcrla.-;ting re:-t. ·· He settled 
with u:,: at hfa first coming into the:,e parts, 
bboring ~tmongst u:,; in word and doctrine 
divers ye~irs. "\\.,. e loved ancl highly esteemed 
him for his work's sake. being an u.ble minister 
of the gospel, sound in doctrine, endowed with 
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wi:,;dom and ready uttt.>rancc, and favored with 
openings into thl• mysteries of God':,; kingdom. 
I ft• W:t.'- not forward to offer hi:- gift. h:tving :i 

trill' n·gartl to tht> .!..•h·e1·, who :,;ai1l formerly 
· c:t.'-t till' 1wt on the right :,;idt• of tht• :-hip.' 
Therefore. hi:- • how a.bode in stren~-th.' And, 
:1,Jthough tl1t• Lord h:,d fumisbcd him with 
:mc11 CXl'l'llt•11t q u:ditication:,;. he h:1<l :-o learned 
self dt.>11ial a:- not to glory therci11: hut was 
ready to pn•fcr his friend:,; before himself. and 
gi,·e them the right hand of followship: !icing 
careful t,, keep the testimony of truth cll•ar on 
:tll accounts. :,;:iying: 'Tho:,;e tlmt appl•ar in 
public are doubly hound so to do.' He w:~ of 
a cheerful :tnd peacc,tble temper, and innoct•nt 
:ind bfomeles:- in lifr•. As tl1e f...ortl hath he
:-towed on him a gift. in the mini:,;try. beyond 
man,· of his fellows. :,;c, he w:L'- c:treful fo im-. . 
proYe it to his honor :incl the comfort of his peo-
ple, laboring therein. not only here in Pennsyl
vania and N cw .J erscy. but he also visited the 
churches several times in New England, Rhode 
Island. Long Isl:.tnd, and 2\faryla.nd; and lastly 
he went on that service to Old England, where 
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he finished bis course. And, altliough, our 
loss of him is great, we arc satisfied he hath 
his portion among those that 'turn many to 
righteousness, nncl shine as the stnrs forever 
and ever."' 

Thomas .fonney died in the year 1696, aged 
sixty-three years. 

In the year 1684. Rodger Longworth arrived 
in Penn:-yh·.mfo. and took tip l1i:-. abod<• :m10ng 
his friernl:- at or near Pennsbury. This emi
nent ministt•r of the gospel had spent much of 
his liti..• in religious service. travelling exten
sively l,y s<.•a and land. visiting various coun
tries, and people of niried habits. pi·ofession~ 

and language:-. His services in the sacred 
cause he had espoused. apIJ(.'m-s to have been 
great. His zeal :mcl sense of tluty, under the 
Divine blessing, enabled him to surmount 
many difficulties and dangers; and his resig
nation to Divine disposal, doubtless, was fol
lowed by qualification to endure privation and 
suffering with Christian resignation and forti..; 
tude; and, doubtless too, as he went .. forth 
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bearing precious :-el.'rl. and. at time;i weeping, 
he wn.-. permitted to return r~joicing-. l,ring-ing
l1i:- :-hc:we:- with him. h:1"ing faithfully pcr
formNl the abundant service re<1 uired at his 
h:mtls. Jfr i:- uwntioned b)· .To:-eph Be:-se. as 
·• one of the public Friends. who. when the 
storm of per:sl'Cution mgecl with great violPnce 
in Eng-land. boldly pre:iched the truth. :1t tl!e 
11:iz:ml of :ill that wa:- d<'nr in thi:- world." 
and it i:- e:1:-y to c0111prelwn1l that thi:- dig-ni
tied an1l trul.,· 1levoterl :servant of Chri:4. was 
greeted ·b.,· ki111lre1l :-pirit-. at Falls. with warm 
feelings of friemh,hip :md heartfelt satisfac
tion. Rodgl'I" Longworth. in his )'nuthful days, 
h:Hl been apprenticed to .fame:- Harri.!'lon, and, 
undoubteclly, the fatherly care and counsel of 
:-uch a friend. wn.-. of lasting benefit to the 
young candidate for immort:ility and eternal 
life, who. hecdin;.r the voice of instruction, both 
human :md Divi1w. was constr:tined to impr<?ve 
the talent-. committed to his tru:;;t. his d:ty's 
work keeping- puce with the day, and thus he 
became the comfortable companion and co
laborer in the work of righteousness, ,,;th the 
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Frielllls 1L111ong whom his lot was C\'(•ntually 
cast. From the iwcomplishnwnt of his lnst 
religious service abroad, lw rdm·11et.l to Falls 
in the third 111ontl1 rnSi. when• his earthly 
pilgrimage was, 11ot long after, brougl1t to :\ 
peaceful close, age,l ahnut 1ifty-sen•n years. 

Robert Bo11d was an interesting youth whom 
his father had co111i1letl to tlw eare and tuition 
of .Jan1es Harrison: and it is 1·easonablc to 
:mppn:,:e t~mt the :,:uperinte111ling care nf such 
an experienced antl lO\·ing frientl. and his 
piou:- precept:- and instructi\·e exmnple, were 
instrumental in producing a most :-:ilutary 
influence upon the short. but Yirtuous life of 
his dependent, but appreciative ward: and, 
also, that .James. himself. felt ricl{ly r0warded 
in his effom to tmin this young heir of the 
kingdom of heaven, in the way he sl1oul<l go; 
for he nc,·er departed from it, though he liYed 
not until he was old. .James and his young 
friend were not separated by the remoYal to 
America; but the youth being of a delicate 

constitution died in the seventh month, 1684, 
about two yea1·s :.liter his arriYal in the colony, 
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aged about eighteen years. Phineas Pember
ton has left this testimony concerning him : 
"He was a sober, solid youth; his deportment 
grave; lm,·ing the fear of God before his eyes. 
I loved him with a true love." 

\\.illiam Penn resided for a space of time 
at Falls. in his mansion, which, with its near 
appendages, he called Pennsbury. And al
though lw probably was never fornutlly a 
member of Fall:,; :Monthly :Meeting. _yet. being 
surrounded by the members thereof, and 
mingling with tl1em in religious and social 
intercour:,ie, it might almost be said that he 
was, virtually. one of tl1em; and there can be 
but little or _no doubt of his leaving the im
press of hi~ judicious councils, his fatherly 
<:are. l1is wise precepts. his pious labors and 
his instructini example among them. He was 
found amongst the early fruits of the prern
lence of that Gospel light and power, which 
prevailed so man·elously and efficaciously in 
the dawn of that gospel day, when, after a 
long night of apostacy, primitive Christianity 
in its purity was revived in England. In the 
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:flower of youth; possessed of natural abilities 
of a superior grade; descended from a popular 
family, with the road to preferment before him; 
·with a prospect of an :imple inheritance of 
property, and. worldly titles and honors; he 
turned aside from the allurements of the world, 
and taking up the daily cross, became a de
voted follower a.nd serv:int of the Prince of 
Peace. It wa.s not disappointed ambition; it 
was not satiety of the world; it was not that 
life had lost its charms ; sorrow and sickness 
had not disappointed his pleasant pictures; 
and age ancl infirmities had not warned him of 
the approach of dea.th. It was not this kind 
of influence that operated on his youthful 
mind and wrought this change ; for sacrifice, 
he brought not a lame offering to the altar; 
but, yielding his he:irt to the regener:iting 
power of DiYine Grace, and growing in grace 
as he grew in years, attained the stature of 
a strong man in spiritual and in tempoml 
things; and, with subdued spirit, prostr-J.ted 
at the sacred foot-stool, he was brought into a 
willingness to resign gold and silver, houses 
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and lands, honor and preferment; to suffer 
expulsion from his father's hom,ie, and to pass 
the prime of his days within prison walls, 
rather than turn away from Him who hath 
the words of eternal life, and in whose name 
he had set up his banners; choosing mther to 
suffer affliction with his suffering friends, than 
to enjoy the doubtful pleasures of the worlcl 
for a se:1.Son. It is reasonal)le to suppose that 
· it was not until after a powerful com·iction 
upon his own mind, and the subjection of hi~ 
n:ituml will, that "\Villiam Penn was brought. 
to embrace the tenets of the despised Quakers: 
the allurements of the world on the one hand. 
were inviting him to pn.rt:ike of its clecepth·e 
plcasur~, while on the other, he saw that the 
pa.th of self-denial, and the way of the daily 
cross, was the straight and narrow way that 
led to everlasting life. This opposite state of 
things, doubtless, caused many conflicting 
feelings in the mind of a youth, educated 
and nurturccl in the maxims and customs of 
the world, scarce yet arrived at the age of 
manhood, and "ith abundance to gratify his 
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natural will. There is n strong propensity in 
the-youthful mind to delay the ncceptecl time, 
the clay of s:th-ation, until :t more com·enicnt 
season ; ancl in view of tl1e magnitude of the 
worldly sacrifice requirc-d at l1is lumds, doubt
less, such delny was prc:;cnted in all its plausi
bility to l1i:e1 exercised mind, accompanied with 
its allurement.~ and its snare:,: but happily 
these tempt.ition:e1 did not receive mueh enter
tainment in the pm·itying process operating in 
his aw:tkencd soul, for he early chose that good 
·p:trt which w:is never taken away from him; 
having put his hand to the plow he looked 
not back ; and being faithful and diligent in 
the perform:tnce of his allotted service, Lec:tme 
a father in our Israel. one of our society's 
ablest defonders, and one of its brightest orna
ments. Ile w:IB an extraordinary man. viewed 
as :t minister of the Gospel; as holding the 
pen of a ready writer: in the heat of contro
versy; by the fireside of his family; as a law
giver; in his pri'nite wnlks amongst ~en; as a 
philanthropist; as an administr-.1tor· of civil 
government: as possessed of fine qualities of 



JUSTORICAL :,;KJ,:TCHF.S 

head and heart; antl ns :t wstimony bearer 
against wrong. In all these aspects, and 
abundance more, he seemed gifted by Provi
dence for the advancement of lJOth the eternal 
and temporal welfare of his follow man, and 
he manifested much faithfulness in the occu
pancy of those gifts. Some of his tempt:itions, 
doubtless, were peculiar, such as wry few of our 
Friends have.ever experienced, as they sprung 
from his unusually prominent worldly position 
and connections. He suffered considerably 
from breach of trust, ingratitude, and abuse,. 
yet, through all, was favored to possess an 
humble mind, a purity of purpose, and a for
giving spirit. And, although his declining 
years were harr-.issed by political troubles, and 
pecuniary embarra...,sments, and his intellect 
w:i.s, at ti;mes, somewhat clouded by disease, 
yet there is reason to believe that he never lost 
the savor of immortal life; his sun went down, 
comparatively speaking, in brightness, and he 
rests from his labors, and his works do follow 
him. 
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Of Naomi Whaley but little is now kno~ 
except the following notice ta.ken from the 
records of Falls Monthly Meeting, dated the 
1st day of the 5th month, 1685 : " Naomi 
,Vhaley hath this day presented to this meet
ing, that she hath a mind to travel on Truth's 
accvunt to the northward. Therefore, this 
meeting having weighed the matter, hath con
descended that she may take her opportunity, 
and ordered that Phineas Pemberton do draw 
a certificate, and let it be signed by some 
Friends on the meeting's behalf." 
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CHAP. V. 

'l"he following- quotntions from an nccount 

written by a member of tl1e Pemberton family, 
u.bout the year 1814, deiwrihcs :-;ome interesting 
inddents; that part which relate:; to the 

peaceful termination of the live:,; of :-;e,·ern.1 of 

the worthie,; who :-1ettlctl early at Falls, is 
particul:lrly i11tl're:-1ting-; tltc pre,·alence of the 
Jis<'n;;e which ,;wept 111,rny from the face of 
the c•arth. douhtlc;;;; pro,lucc(l a :,;pason of con
flict nnd :,;ore (li:-1tre:-1:-1; i11a:-1much a,; those who 
retninetl their health W<'rc :-l(~arcely :-1ufficient 

in number to :ulminbter the n<'edful attentions 
to the :-1ick. but in this affiictiYc di:-1pen:-1ation 
they wnre not forgottt-n : there ii- e,·idencc 
that :t considerable number of those who were 
removed by death, laid down their head:,; in 

pea<!e. 

•• In the latter end of the year 168-3, Phineas 
went to Philadelphia to ·attend the Assembly; 

and on the 5th of the third month, following, 

he receh·ed a commission from Thomas Loyd, 
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to be Deputy :\foster of Rolls of Bucks County. 
Having been engaged in erecting a more 
comfortable hnbitntion for his family, he fin
ished the same enrly in the yenr 1687. On 
the 16th of the 3d rrionth, he records, '' there 
w:is a grent land-flood, and on the 29th, a. 
• rupture.' " It is probable that the river over
flowed its bnnks to n gr~at extent; and on its 
:-1uhsiding. it left a ntst quantity of vegetable 
matter, which being decomposed in the hot 
sun. the min.sma thence exha.lecl, together 
with an unusual quantity of min. becnme the 
cnuse of much sickne:;s in the neighborhood 
ne:ir the river and Falb, and a number of the 
s('ttlers were removed hy death. 

'· The first of these in Bucks County was 
Ralph Pemberton, who died on 5th month, 
lith. at the age of se,·enty-seven. He suddenly 
sunk under the disease, having a high fever, 
but remained sensible :tnd cheerful to the last. 
He was buried in :t burying-ground, which 
Phineas had laid out on his own land, not far 
from his own house, an1l Hear the ri,·er Dela
ware. It wa.s ten rodi:I sq mire, ancl was designed 
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for the interment of the membcn1 of his family, 
ancl al:-10 for tho:-1c of his own religious i1ociety 
in the neighborhootl. 

"Phim•u:,1 him:-1clf, wu:-1 ah;o taken sick about 
this tinw, nor did l1is wife and children eMcapc, 
but they all slowly rl•covered. Agn(.,>t- Harrison, 
who wa .. ._ an aged woman when she came with 
them from England, was the next of the family 
who was removed by this disease. She de
parted in pence on the 6th of the 6th month, 
,aged eighty-six years. On the next day, that 
good and eminent man, Rodger Longworth, 
also laid down the botly: the fever was violent, 

yet he bore his la."t illness with much meek
ness and patience, und was preserved remark
ably still and quiet during his sickness, which 
contin.ied about fourteen days; he passed 
away like a lamb. leaving behind him a sweet 
remembrance of. his virtues and gentleness, 
his fidelity to his Great Master's cause, and his 
zeal to promote righteousness on the earth ; 
and was gathered into that rest prepared for 
the people of God. 

"Several other neighbors were removed by 



OJ,' J.'RCENDS IN RUCKS COUNTY. 57 

denth ; nnd ,fames Hnrrh1on being nlso seized 
with the prevailing disease, sunk under it, 
nnd departed this life on the 6th of the 8th 
month. He also was an exnmple of patience 
under suffering, e,·en to the Inst, and died in a 
state of cnlmness and Christian composure. 
He wns a strenuous advocate of ch;I and 
religious liberty, having. suffered much in his 
nntive litncl in the cause of Truth, ancl his 
character stoocl high for integrity :uid religious 
usefulness. The commissions he recch·ecl from 
the Gcwernor, his friend ,vmiam Penn, show 
the confidence placed in hi:-1 falents and 
uprightness of conduct: m:my letters from 

. the latter, giving minute directions concerning 
the estate at Pennsbury. are yet preserved 
among the papers of the family. 

" The sickness oy which these and many 
others were removed, both in Bucks County 
and in New .Jersey, raged for a considerable 
time, and was very mortal to aged persons 
ancl children, and those of delicate constitu
tions; scarcely a family escaped, and sometimes 
none were left well ·enough to attend the rest• 
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Enm in tho11t• who reco,·erecl. a greiit pros
tration of l!ltl'Cnl!,'1:h remainccl for :1. long time. 
The affliction~ of these new 1:1Cttlen, in being 
tlm11 dcprh·ed of so 111:my of their fricnc11.1, can 
be but t'nintly imagined by those who ha,•e 
ne,·er cxpt•riencell 11ul'11 mournful cfa1pensations 
<1f Provhlenct• . 

.. In the ~·t•ar 16911, .Anne Harrison, the 
mother of Phel,e Pemberton. clepnrtccl this 
life. She left the world with perfect compo
sure and resignation. Taking a friencl by the 
hantl, while on l1e1· dying heel, she told him 
she had alwa~·is been :,;en11iblc of hiit1 love, ancl 
batle him fnrcwcll, conch1tling with thetll, 

exprc:<:-cionii: • I am 1111tistit•d of a resting 
place.' She . :Llso snid to her claugliter, who 

sat weeping h~· her: · Be glad thereby.' and 
told Lr to he rather glad· than otherwise 011 

her account; for, nlthough it was u. trial to 
nature to part with a pu.rent, yet to that parent 
the change would be glorious. 

•• On the 3d of the 7th month. 169-5. Lyclia 
"\Vharmb~·. who came from England with the 
famil~·- an!,l probably lived with them as 
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housekeeper. die1l. and w:1.._ buried in the 
family cemetery befnrc llll'ntionetl, · :it the 
point.' In the next year. Phinea.._ lost his 
amiable wife. the tender eompanion of his 
pil~rimagl' m·cr the great deep. :md the 
faithful sharer of his joys :ind :-iorrows. This 
lo:-is was not without its attendant consolations, 
in the rcmembrnnce of her piety and her 
virtues. 'She departed~· as Phineas writes to 
a friend. 'in the like innocent stnte she hath 
:ill nlong lh·ctl. ..:\fter she hatl declared her
peace with the Lortl. and her satisfaction to 
le:we the world, antl a te:-itimony of her love 
to !Ill\ she cau:-ied her 1·hildrcn to be called 
{capahlc to hear hcr), and exhorted them to 
the foar of the Lord. and duty to me. :tnd in 
some particulars how to regulate their con
versation ;· ancl \\ith a kis:,; took le:n-e of the 
lesser sort: and lastly. :t few minutes before 
her departure, she clesirecl me to remember 
her love to se,·erJ.l of her friends : being 
sensible to the 111.St. Phebe deceased the 30th 
of the 8th month, 1696, at the age of thirty
six-just fourteen. years after her arrival in 
the PautlLxent.River." 
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Phineu.'! continued to give diligent attention 
to his.private affairs, and to the administration 
of the many public trusts committed to his 
care; hut in the latter part of the year 1701, 
his health had materially declined, and on the 
first <la~· of the year li02. he died, aged fifty
two ye:1rs. ::,;amucl Carpenter. in a letter to 
Go\'ernor Penn, after describing the preva
lence of :-ickness in town and country, says: 
"Phine:L._ Pemberton died the 1st of 1st month 
fa.•t, and will be greatly missed; having left 
few or none in these parts or the adjacent, like 
him for wisdom and inte~'Tity. and a gener.i.l 
serYicc : allll he was :L true friend to thee and 
to the Gu,·ernment. It is mattter of sorrow 
when I call to mind and consider, that the 
best of our men :tre tnken away, and how 
many :u-e gone. and how few to supply their 
places." Phineas lost his mother before he 
was six year:- of age, 1ind such b~ing the fact, 
he owed but little of the correct formation of 
his chamcter to maternal instruction and influ
ence; what amount of care and protection he 
received from paternal guardianship is not 
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now known. it may have been much; but we 
may reasoMbly suppose, that by the Divine 
blessing upon his own honest efforts and faith
fulness to manifcste<l duty, much of the purity 
of principle, stability of mind, ancl c:1pacity 
for usefulness, was attained, for whicli, in after 
life, lie became conspicuous. His qualifications 
rendered him a valuable pillar in both church 
and st:Lte, his position in -both being important. 
The value and usefulness of such a Friend in 
tho:1e early colonial days, can scarcely be over
estimated. 

The before-quoted member of the Pemberton 
family, further writes: ·' In the autumn of 1814, 
one hundred and twelve years from the death. 
-0f this valuable man, (P. P.) I visited the 
burial ground. • to pay filial attention to its 
decent preservation.' The sensations which 
thrilled my soul, may well be imagined, as I 
.approached the spot where my primogenitors, 
had in former days, fixed their habitation. It 
seemed as if the flame of inspiration were 
kindled, and its ardour, for a time, wr-.i.pped 
me from the world. I bent my steps toward 
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the 1:,.,.a,·e:-1, where, many year:< ago. small slate 
stone:,; hatl been fixed nt their lwacls, with 
initial:< indicating the names of their inhahi
t:mts. But time ha«l crumhled se,·ernl of 
these. \Vhat a powerful examplc of the in
stabilit\· of earthh· mt•morial:< wa:,; here exhi-. ... . . 
hited: :m<l what a humiliating- le:<:<on <lid these 
mounds pronounce! I stood on the gra,·e of 
my wner:1tecl great great g-ran<lfather. and 
reflected that he who had :<o often wandered 
O\'er the fields near me, who had 1,een guided 
o,·er the trouble,1 oc-em1 by :1 Di\'ine hand, in 
search of an asylum, was g-onc fore,·er from 
thc:<e :<cencs; and hi:< rl•main:< were reposing 
beneath me. E,·erything of him that was 
human wa.-. confine,l to this narrow spot; his 
beloveJ wife lay at his side, and the remains of 
many of his dear connections were deposited 
around him. The affection of his descendants 
had enclo:<ed the:<e hy a wnlL antl here they 
have e,·er since rested undisturbed. It seemed 
as if I were holding- communion with the tleacl; 
and the objects around me impressing me \\ith 
awe. remincletl me.• that the beings with whom 
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I was in cumpany, clid once exist on this enrth. 
anll partook of the joys and sorro,,·s of mor
tality. They had fulfillecl the clutie. of their 
stations, (~ the written evidences of their 
piety in my possession bear ample witness,) 
and were. doubtless, gathered by their Lord 
into that eternal re:;t which has "!>een prepared 
for his people. If they l1acl not, little would it 
avail them now, that for more than a century 
their hones hM·e rested in peace, and the 
breath of neglect and desohttion has not 
::,wept over their t-'1.·,n-es; that during their 
live:5 the charins of friendship, and the rni:ied 
delights of social lifo were theirs ; and that 
thi:,: :favored spot of the glohe afforded them a 
retreat from heavy per:,:ecution:,:. 

·• Yes, here under the wi:,:c policy and mild 
government of the founder of Penn:,:yh·ania, 
they found :t settlement where they could meet 
together ancl worship according to the dictates 
of their own conscience. unmolested by fines, 
imprisonments, and vexatious imposition::,: 
and here. closing their day:; with gr-J.titude to· 
Him who had graciously conducted them 
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through life, they slept in the bosom of their 
Redeemer." 

"Whnt matters it, that the names of such 
worthies are now remembered no more, or 
cn1led but transiently before the view of 
tenderness, in the hour of conver:,;e. or the 
moments of solemn communion. The world 
busy with its present concerns, forgets or cnres 
not that these hnvc c,·cr Ih-ed ; yet, the state 
of society at thi:,; day. may owe much of the 
comforts and impro,·cments and knowledge, 
now enjoyed, to the l:iLors :rnd energies of 
those who are thus unheeded and forgotten. 
13ut their names are \\Titten in the Hook of 
Life, and gloriou!'!ly enrolled in the records of 
eternity; and when the memory of the proud 
and self-exaltecl shall have p~issed away, these 
shall be had in e,·erlasting remembrance." 

"On coming to the close of the life of Phineas 
Pemberton, I pause a moment, to contemplate 
the great simplicity and integrity of his cha
racter. In following him through his various 
early trials and sufferings for the testimony of 
Truth; his imprisonments and vexatious treat-
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ment from an ignornnt and deluded popu
lace; his migration to this country; the various 
offices of great trmit and importance which he 
held; we sec him acting in one uniform man
ner, dictatc,l b~· a pun' conscience, and con
ducted by that exalted sense of correct feeling 
which guided him in all his ways. A great 
number of letters addressed to him, are left 
among his papers, whit;h eYince the high 
esteem in which he was held by his cotem
porarics ; and the events of his life show the 
peculiar fa,·or of Pro,·idcnce towards him, 
making him in many instances, as it were, a 
conspicuous example of the blessings attend
ant upon a course of righteousness and humble 
devotion." 
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CHAP. VI. 

"\Ve cannot easily ascertain at this clay, 
the precise period when the first settlements 
were made in the south-enstern part of Bucks 
County. In the year 1672, in the progress of 
a religious ,·isit to .America, George Fox. in 
tr:welling through the \\;lclerncss from Shrews
bury to Chc:-ter. passed along the borders of 
the Delaware from the neighborhood of the 
Fa11s. southward. hut saw·no white inhabitants. 
He found two· deserted log cabins on the site 
of Burlington, in one of which he loclgecl. 
These habitations. it is said, were erected hy 
some Dtttchmen. who deserted them in fe:ir of 
tl1e Indians. It is recorded that Lyonel Brit
t.tin was settled at Falls two or three years 
prc,·ious to the second mouth, 168:3, :ind it is 
probable that his friends, William Biles, 
\Villiam Darke nnd "\Yilliam Beaks. were set
tlers at the same time. 

\Vest .Jersey was purchased bj· Friends 
ahout the year 1676: and in the year 1677. it 
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is stated by Phineas Pemberton, that "dh·ers 
proprietors and adventurers came over to these 
part.-., and settled themselves ancl families." 
It is probable that :t large proportion of this 
immigration were Friends, and that some of 
th.cm, at a little later period, found their way 
to the Falls Country, anti e.-tablishcd them
:-1clves and families there. After members of 
the Society of Friends became intcre:-1ted in 
\Vest .Jcr:-1ey, their increase in thot1e parts was 
rapid; meetings were soon established; first, 
:it Salem, and shortly after at Burlington, of 
which monthly meeting Falls Friends were. 
for a time, members. The primith·e settlers 
of these favored sections of our country. of 
course, experienced the painful pressure of 
pioneer life, but as time progressed, the wilder
ness and heretofore uncultivated soil presented 
quite :t different aspect; much of it becoming 
:lS a fruitful field, which. figuratively speaking. 
rejoiced and blossomed ns the ros~. · Industry 
:ind •economy were generally rewarded with a 
sufficiency to supply real wants. but where the 
outward bread was lacking, the deficiency was 
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often supplied from the nbundancc of others; 
and doubtlc:-4s thanksgiving from grateful 
hearts, ru;cenclcd to the Father of mercies for 
his blessings and favors, and prnyers for a 
continuance of his preserving care and regard. 
Many of this people appear to hnve been _ex
tremely sensible of their dependence upon 
Him in whom they lived, ancl moved, and had 
their being ; and it is not marvelous that He 
watched o,·cr them in lite and in death. 

And there were those who founded their 
habitations in solitary places, but, unlike the 
frightened Dutchmen, the Indians w~re no 
terror to them; they rejected the use of ca.rnal 
weapons1 and trust.eel not in the arm of flesh 
for protection, but being armed with the sword 
of the spirit, the inflammable propensities of the 
red inan ga,·e way before them, and the toma
hawk became harmless in his hand ; and they 
that were terrible to those of warlike princi
ples, were the comfortable friends of the 
Friends of peace. And here was present.eel a 
beautiful picture of concord and harmony ; 
something similar to the lying down of the 
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Lion an<l the Lamb together, nnd there wns 
none to make afraid. 

Phineas and Phebe Pembertc'l had nine 
children, severnl of whom died young. Abigail 
married Stephen .Tcnkins, an<l settled in Ab
ington Township, then Philnclclphia County. 
She became serious and thoughtful, and some
times :icceptably spoke in religious meetings. 
Priscilla married Isanc \\·1"tterman, ancl settled 
near Ilolmesburg. Israel, before he attainecl 
the age of mnnhootl, removed to Pliiladelphia, 
and after serving apprenticeship with Samuel 
Carpenter, bec:ime established there. It is re
corded of him that his liberal im<l prudent 
management "gained him the confidence ancl 
respect of his fellow cifo,..ens, who placed him 
in divers high and honomble offices; among 
which may be noticed his being nineteen suc
cessive years a. member of the General Assem
bly of Pennsylvania. Nor were his services 
confined to i,-:ecular affairs; he also became con
spicuously useful in the religious concerns of 
the society of which he was a member. His 
house was the general resort of Friends who 
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came from Europe in the service of the Gospel, 
;ind he entertained them with much hospitality 
and kindness; having an nmple mansion, and 
:-itill more enlarged heart. It may, indeed, be 
:-iaid of him. that he was conspicuously eminent, 
not only for his clrnracter and services in the 
religious societ~· of Friends, but also for his 
extensh·e hospitality. and the uprightness of 
his conduct and clealin~ ai-1 a merchant." 
Israel married Rachel Read, who has been 
represented Ul5 "a woman of great piety, and 
◄)f :rn excellent c•haracter." Their children, 
farael, .James and .John, were all prominent. 

In the latter part of the year 1699, Phinea-"' 
PemlJerton married Alice Hodgson, a young 
woman who resided in Burlington, but whose 
parent.i-1 resided in Rhode Island. After living 
in wedl9ck but little over two years, Alice be
eame a widow, and sometime afterwards mar
ried "~illiam Bradford, a somewhat prominent 
printer of those days. 

George Brown. and Mercy his wife, were 
among the earliest settlers at Falls; they had 
emigrated from Leicester, England, in the 



01" FRIENDS !N BUCKS COUNTY. I J. 

year 1679, and commenced pioneer life when 
what is now the State of Pennsylvania, was 
almost an unbroken wilderness. It is recorded 
of G. B. that he wa.._ administering the office 
of ".T tistice of the Peace," as e:trly ns the year 
1680. He possessed a ml uable tract of land. 
bordering on the Delaware River, extending 
inland to the manor boundary line, and nlso 
bordering upon the pos:scssions of Phinea." 
Pemberton. G. B. wai, never a member of 
the society of Friends. and there docs not 
appear to be any :-.ati:-.factory e,·idence that 
any of his children bt>c:une members, except 
his son Samuel, who came into the fold on 
the ground of convincement, and afterwards 
married Ann Clarke. Samuel hec:ime a prom
inent niember of Falls Monthly )Ieeting, 
and like\\ise a member of the Provincial 
.Assembly; his sons, George and .John, were 
also members of the· Colonial Government; 
his daughter, .Mercy, m:trried .Joshua. Bald
win, a Friend of Chester County; her de
scendants are numerous in that section of 
.the country and elsewhere. In the published 



Liography of one of G. B.'.s descendant.,, who 
w:1:.1 prominent in United State~ history, it is 
stated that .. George Brown w:is a man of 
vigorous and culth·ated intellect," that "his 
children and grandchildren partook of his 
character," and that "several of them were 
for many successive years, prominent members 
of the Provincinl Government of Pennsylvania." 
The family encountered a share of the hard
ships and privations. such as usually fall to 
the lot of early settler~: but it does not appear 
that there w:18 any failure of courage, or any 
serious lack of worldly prosperity. A portion 
of their supplie,,; were of course drawn fro1:11 
the water: but in their first experience of 
wilderness life. their dependence was much 
upon the wild game of the forest, obtained by 
the skilful h:mclling of the one gun in their 
possession ; but the lock thereof became disa
bled, and no means of seasonable repair was 
accessible: their wants were still pressing; in 
this emergency, they sought the deer, and the 
wild turkeys in company, and while the husband 
took deliberate aim at a well understood signal, 
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tl1t> wifl' a pplbl tht> t11n·h t11 the pri111i11;;. A:< 
the fauiily cirl'h' witll'11L'1I. tht• p11:<:-l':-:<i1111 ot' !t 
c11w ,,·a,; lhou;;ht t,> he au :1l11111,;t i11di,;pe11:<ahlt• 
11ece,;,;ity, 1,ut no11e wa,,; t11 be Jllll'l'ha,;,_•tl short 
of :\"cw ( 'a:-.tlc: the cow wn,,; procurctl from 
tltt•1w·_•. bnt the un,lertaking wa:< :<n111ewlmt 
f,,r111itlable; the way wa:-. Ion~. cxtcntling 
thr1111g:1 1lense f11rc:<t,;,_ alnng- Intlian path:-. 
• wr, 1,;,; trt•achcr1111., :-.w.u11 p,;. and o,·er perplexing 
w:1tl'r-c11m·,;e,;, A , la ng-t•ron,; 0Ye1-flow of the 
Delaware war11l'1l them t,1 ab:uHlon their then 

11ccupie1l ·1lwclli11;.:- at the rin•r hank, and locate 
up11n higher ;.:-ron11,l: 11p111-1 lca,·i11g their old 
]oc:tlity a11,l l'l'IIIO\'in.~ t<> . the new. they 
tra11:<pl:1ntt-tl their lio:11i11~· block, which wa,,; 
the scoopc,l out :-.tnmp ot' a tt'l't'. The farm, 
whieh embrace,; the ,;itc of the ori;.dnal 1lwdling, 
and abu the family h11rial-.~r1111ntL still cuntinue 
in po,;:-::t':<:,ion of tlc,-cc11tla11b of the family. It 
tloc" not appe:tr that there was any annoyance 
from Indian ho,-tility. but an irritating question 
aro:<c rc,;pccting the boundary liJJ.CS between 
the :uljac:::nt land.;; of \Villimn Penn, mid G. B. 
There is no e,·itlcncc, :tnd it is not likely that 
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the pl'incipal·· of thl' p:irtic:- 1·un1·l•r11ed in the 

cuntro,·er:-y, 111:11iife,-tt-d any pu,:;naciou:- di:-;pn
:-ition, hut it j,. a:-,>-l'l'tl••l that thl'ir :-crnmt:- came 

to l,Jow:-, in defl'tll'e of the :-uppu:-etl 1·i;.d1t,- of 

tho:-l' for wlt11111 thl',Y were :-e\'crally i11tcrl•:-ted. 

'l'l1csc :-errn11t,- were prol,ably :-lan•:-. 

Friends of this day living in thl'ir <'iebl 

house:-. :-urromHlctl by the con,·enicnccs. :md 

many of the luxuries of life, pcrhap,.: c:m form 

but an inadeq uatc irlca of thL• pri ,·ati1111:- end urerl 

by many of tl1e primith·e ,.:cttlcr:-; c,·en at the 

present period of time. po:-sesscll of the adnm

tages of modern ill\'ention, and other available 

means. it would be reckoned as a very tedious, 

laborious, and uncertain employment for a 

family of settlers to locate themseh·es in the 

wood,.:, and depend upon their own unai1lecl ex

ertions · for support; and if the means were 

scanty, they couhl'only look forward tu a pre

carious subsistence for a fow of the first years. 

as it would require considerable time, labor aml 

outlay, before the land could be brought under 

successful cuith·ation. But in those days, the 

poor emigrant p~netrated the forest and laid 
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the foundation of his !-lmnll :tnd rude dwelling; 
the nece:-:mrie:- oflifo mu1,1t be provi1led for him
self and those depl•ndent upon him, during the 
builcling- opemtion : tl1ere arc pl•rh:tp:,1 hut ti.•w 

that could lend a helping- hand. and the work 
progresses :,1l11w; his family suffer from expli:-m·e 
until the imperfect shelter il" tinishe1l. which 
: 't ..Jinps. when completed. scnrccly affords pro
tection from the bleak wind:,1. the drifting snows, 
and tl1e drenching rain:,1. The cabin being built. 
and furnished with such accommodations as 
corre:,ipond with the rustic surrounding-s. :mp
plies mu:,;t be procured for the furtlwr su,-ten
:mce of the family. whii·h perhaps 1·011:-ist,- of a, 

wite. with :t con:,;titution :-1lmttere1l h_v 1lisl•asc 
brought on by un:ivoid:tble fatigul•antl 1•xpo:,1ure, 
and i-eveml helplc:,;:,1 children dependent upon 
their parent's exertions for the sustenance of 
life. Beset with perplexities, and nlmost dis
paring of ability to :,;upply his urgent wants, 

his faith and trust at times being brought to a 
severe test. he feels the gravity of his situation, 
and perhaps asking for :t renewed blessing upon 
his painful, but willing lnbors. presses energeti-
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cally onward. The clearing and preparation 
for the crop is a very gradual work, and the 
needs of his family have not abated. The seed 
is at length committed to the l)osom of the 
earth, and in due time the first harve:;t is gath
ered in ; but the quantity sown being small, 
the harvest is sc-J.nty also. )fany families 
suffered extremely before tl1ey became natu
ralized to the climute, und many of the earlier 
settlers succumbed to the severe ordc-J.f ~hrough 
which they were passing. But there i:- much 
evidence and ground for believing that many 
of these were through Divine favor, enabled to 
endure their privations and sufferings with an 
extraordinary degree of Christian fortitude; and 
although their bodies often languished with 
disease, and sometimes for the want of outward 
bread, yet many of them evidently were often 
supplied abundantly with the bread of life. 
strengthened ,~ith might by the_ spirit in the 
inner man, enabled to look forward in hope, 
reckoniDg that their many afflictions which 
might be for a limited se-.1Son perhaps, would 
be followed by the dawn of a brighter day in 
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temporal things, or be permitted to work out 
for them a far more exceeding a.nd eternal 
weight of glory. And although their accom
modations were rude, their supplies scanty, 
their neighborhood frequented by numerous 
warlike tribes, and wild beasts of prey prowled 
around their insecure dwellings, yet feeling 
their dependence upon Divine Providence for 
protection and preservation, and seeking 
he:ivenly aid with purity of heart, the Divine 
bles:1ing was not \\ithheld. Many that sickened 

·departed hence from the earthly t:tbernacle, 
with the glorious assurance of a happy immor
tality ; and many that recovered were doubtless 
strengthened to take courage, and go on their 
way with humble thanksgiving and with grate
ful hea.rts. 

Relief was :1ometimes experienced in seasons 
of gre:it scarcity by the sudden appearance of 
wild pigeons in the neighborhood ; and by the 
Indi:ins bringing in provisions, which they 
sometimes did in perfect charity, refusing any 
compen:;;ation. 
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The :,;pinning wheel, antl the hand loom were 
e:ir1y broug-ht into requisition. and the principal 
part of the clothing worn nt that di:-tant period 
wn:,; of lwmc-m:tde manufacture. "\Vheat. if 
not the principal medium of cxclmngc, entered 
largely into the circulation of value in those 
days. 
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CHAP. VIL 

:\fany offices of public tru::;t were from time 
to time be::;towed upon Phine:i.s Pemberton. In 
the :yem· 1683, he was :ippointed by Chri:4npher 
Taylor. to be his dl'puty Re;.;i:;ter for Bucks 
County; tl1c duties of the office were to write 
:ind register all cont"tncts and certificates of 
m:irri:ige, to regi:;ter births and burials, and 
the names of all serrnnts th:1t were in, or should 
come into s:tid county-tl1e time of service, pay
ment, :md freedom. In the same year he wns 
appointed by "\"Villi:un Penn to be clerk of the 
court. J n the ye:ir 1684 he was :1ppointecl by 
C. T:tylor, Register of \Vills in Bucks County. 
In the year 1686 he recei vcd a commission from 
Thomas Lloyd, to be deputy master of the Rolls 
in Bucks County. In 1689, by \Villi:tm ~fork
ham and .John Goodson. Rcceh·er of Quit Rents 
in Bucks County. In 1691, by T110mns Lloyd, 
Register General of Bucks County. In 1696, 
was Master of the Rolls in Bucks C-0unty. In 
1701, hy William Penn, one of the Council of 
State. 
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In the year lGS-t .Jame:- Iforrison accepted 
the otlice of stew:ml from \Yilliam Penn. which 
granted l1im the oversight of thl' Estublisment 
at Pennsbury. and thither he anti his wife went 
to rcsitlc, continuing their abotll' there. :md the 
adminh;trutiun of the accepted trust, during tht• 
life of Jame:,;. The selection doubtless was :1 

wise one, and we cannot hut suppose that the 
dutic:; of the position were discharged with 
fidelity. The :,;upcrinten<lcncc :ind requisitions 
of the office embraced the o\·ersight of "the 
sernmts, building, &c.: and what relates tu the 
place, to recci\·e and pay. take and put- uway 
c\·cry sernmt; tu rccei\·c all stmngers, and to 
place them as to lodgings.'' The duties of his 
wife were" to overlook the maids in the claii·y. 
kitclien and cha111bcrs; with the ch:1rgl' of 
linen antl plate; antl t,, ha\·e the mnitls account.
able fur inferior matters to her." For this 
scn·icc the Proprietor propo:5ctl allowing them. 
'"a couple of chamb::!rs. anll a lwrse; and he
sides meat, drink and lutlging, forty pounds 
for the first year, and fifty C\"er after ; " which 
'\V. P. says. " I concei\·e will be a clear sub-
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i.i:4cncc. I have truth and virtue in my eye 
for m~· famil~·. Pray let me know your 

tht' propo::<al. thl• l'Otnmi:,::,;io11 wm,, i:,:::<ncd on the 
lilth cln.y of the 6th month. 

A Post Officl' was early t.-stabli::<hl•d in Pc1111-
:,-;ylvanin. and nrrnngementi,1 mndc for the 
regular tr:rni.port:ition of letter:,; nml pa:,:::<l'n
gcr:,; to anll from the .Falls. :md otlll'r pl:wc:,:. 
'The following i:,; a notice the1·eof. "In the •>th 
month 168:3. \Villiam Penn issued an c)rtlc~ 
for the e:,;tnbli:,;hmcnt of a Post Ofliee. and 
granted to Henry \Valby of Taconey. authority 
to hold one. anti to :,;upply pas:,;cngt•1-:-: with 
hor:,;t':-1 from Phil:idelphia to Nt•w Ca::<tle, or to 
the Fall:,:, The rut~ of poi,1tagc of letkt":,l. were 
from the Fall:,; to Phil:uidphia., three pence; 
to Chester, five pl1nce; to New C:L·"ile. ;;e,·en 
pence: and to )faryland. nine pence.'' 

1'he first prescnt:ition of intentions of mar
ringe, that fin:illy pu..,,;sed F:ills :Monthly :Meet
ing, occurred at a session held at the house of 
Willfo.m Biles on the 6th of the 12th month 
1683. The following account thereof is trn.n-



82 HISTOJUCAL SKJ.~TCHJo:s 

scribed :t8 n i.;pecimen of the proceedings in 
sucli. cases. in tho:,1c <layi,;, and al-;o iu; bringing 
into view :,1omc of the prominent members. 
" Richard Hough and :Margery Clowes. thil( 
day prci.;entt•d their intentions, to tnke each 
other in marriage. being the fir:,1t of their 
prescntntion: therefore this meeting doth ortler 
William Yardley and Thomas .Tannt•y to 
make inquiry concerning their clcarnt>ss from 
all other persons rel:tting to marriage." The 
following minute wm, adoptetl nt the succeed
ing Monthly l\feeting held on the ;,th clay of 
the 1st month 1684. Richnrd Hough imd 
Margery Clowes have again appeared in the 
meeting, and do desire the meeting's consent 
to t:ike each other in marriage; and Friends 
ordered to make inquiry do say, they find 
nothing but they are clear, hoth; therefore, the 
meeting· doth leave them to their liberty to 
proe,-eed in marriage, and doth order Thomas 
Janney, and William Yardley to see the same 
orderly done and performed." Among the 
minutes of the next Monthly Meeting the fol
lowing occurs, which terminates the proceeding. 
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"William Yarclley hath given the meeting an 
account that the Marriage of Richard· Hough 
and Margery Clowes was orderly performed, 
and hath brought the Certificate of Marriage 
to be recorded." 

Among the minutes of Falls Monthly 
Meeting, held at the house of Richard Hough, 
on the 4th day of the 3d month 1687, appears 
the following. " It is the unanimous judg
ment of this meeting, to sell rum to the 
Indians directly, or indirectly, or sell rum to 
any person ; that the so selling it, so to be 
disposed of [is wrong] because we know and 
are satisfied they know not, viz., the Indi:ins, 
how to use it in moderation, but most com
monly to the abuse of themselves and others." 
This early testimony in support of temper-<l.nce 
was commendable to the meeting which issued 
it. 

One member .was dealt with for speaking 
" unsaYory words.'' Another who l1ad com
mitted som~ indiscretion in court, \\~as required 
to publish his condemnation in the court, and 
in the meeting. 
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-·--------
Be11c>v11lt•11cl' 1ippcar:,; to have been a. 

prominent ti.•atuni in the ch1tracter of the 
primitfre :-1ettlcrs at Falls; the records of the 
~Iontlt!y ~lectiug gi\'c early evidence of this. 
The following minute <le:-:criues a portion of the 
busines.-. of their third :Monthly :Meeting, held 
the 4th <lay of the T>th month 168.J. .. William 
Bile:-: hath this day act1uai11ted the meeting 
that---of Neshmniny. ha.th made him 
nc11uaintetl that he is in want 11.:- to his outward 
concerns, an<l he :rncl some others hath took 
his condition into their con:-:ideration. and 
h:l\'e hought him a cow and calf, the price is 
£5, :UHi <lo desire this meeting's assistance 
toward:- the payment of saicl cow and calf, to 
which this meeting doth co11sent.'" The re
mainder of the minute pro,·ides for the pay
ment of the S:1.id sum, which at a subsequent 
meeting was reported paid. This minute is 
also e\'idence that the settlements of Friends 
had extended to Neshaminy at that date. 

In the year 1684, Friends of Neshaminy 
were organized into a separ.i.te Monthly Meet
ing, by direction of the Yearly Meeting; and 
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--------------------
in the same ye:ir Bucks Qu:irterly Meeting 
was established, the two Monthly Meetings 
being represented therein. After Friends of 
Neslmminy became divided off from Falls, 
there yet remained three branches. One 
Meeting for worship was held above the 
Falls of Delaware, one below the Falls, and 
one nt the middle lots, now Fallsington; 
at whid1 place. in the year 1690, the first 
_Friends' Meeting House in Bucks County 
was erected. About the same time it was . 
eonclu<lell to hold meetings for worship on 
first day. in the New Meeting House, for 
the members of the three meetings colleet
h,ely; and it is probable that ·those separate 
meetings were not l~mg · aftenvar!,i.s discon
tinued altogether. Burial Ground was pro
vided :it each of the localities. That :ibo,'e 
the Falls \Vas deeded to Friends by Thomas 
.Janney. for a nominal consideration, in the 
year 1690. It has been represented as 
located at Slate Hill, upon the King's Road, 
leading to the uppermost plantations on the 
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Delawure Rh·er. There were afterwards acl
<litions ma<le tu it, and it is now known by 
the name of "The Stone Gm,·e~·ard." 

The earliest known title conveying pro
perty to Falls Monthly Meeting. bean; date 
the fourth day of the 4th month, 1690. At 
that period a deed was !,,'1':1.nted by Samuel 
Burg~. for six 1tcrc:-- of land, then supprn;ed 
to be th<' six acres now occupied by Friends 
Meeting Houses and <,ther imprm·ements at 
Fallsington: but by some unaccountable mis
take, the hearings and distances recorded in 
the Deed. embraced a plot of ground en• 
tirely beyond the eastern boundary of foe 
intended gift. This oversight was a ~-ourcc 
of considerabfo annoyance for years, and it 
was not until the year 1724. that Daniei 
Burgl's. who had inherited his father's real 
estate, conveyed the originally intended six 
acres. by Deed, to trustees appointed by Falls 

Monthly :Meeting, subject to a yearly quit 
rent of one grain of Indian corn, to be paid 
to the sa.id heirs and assigns, if the same by 
them be lawfully demanded. This appended 
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condition was probably de:1ignecl to meet 
some technicality of law. In a Declamtion 
of Trust executed for the:1e premises in the 
~ear 1706, the Trustees certify that they 
held the property "To the uses :ilHl intents 
hereinafter mentioned and declared. and 
under eonsiderations, provisions, and restric
tions. hereinafter limited and expr~sccl, and, 
for no other use, intent, or purpose · what
soever; that is to s:iy, · for the· benefit, use, 
and bchouf • of the poor people of said 
Quakers. belonging to the said Meeting. for
ever, anl~ for a plnce or plaees to erect and 
continue a meeting house or meeting houses, 
and for places to bury their clend.'' This 
l:inguage, or something like it, was inserted 
in the Declarations of Trust until the year 
1828. The meeting house built on the said 
six acre lot in the year 1841, is the fifth 
Friends' )lccting · House erected on the 
premises. 

Falls Monthly )feeting extended its care 
and control over the Burying Ground for 
Friends at the Middle Lots, now the Old 
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~raveyard at Fallsington, about the year 
1691 ; but it is apparent that this burying 
place existed previous to that cl:ite. And as 
in the process of time the meetings held at 
Fallsington became the general resort of 
Friends that formerly constituted the three 
aforesaid meetings, it is probable that the 
Graveyard at that place became generally 
preferred, and consequently has been filled 
up to much greater extent than either of 
the others. 

Extract from Phineas Pemberton's will: 
"I also give to our Monthly :Meeting, Twenty 
Pounds towards the advancing and main
taining a free school, when more gifts are 
added, (considerable,) for the carrying on of 
the said work." 

A ~ill of ancient origin, and perhaps one 
of the first in the State of Pennsylvania, was 
erected by "the side of a large rock, lying at 
the western skirts of what is now the village 
of Fallsington; it probably belonged to Ran
dal Blackshaw. 
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Tradition represents that the first man 
hanged in the State of Pennsylrnnia, was 
executed in Penn':,; )fanor, nc:n· Tyburn: after 
judicial procl•ss hy ju1lgc and jury. The 
position which Friencls occupied in relation 
thereto, is not now certainly known: the 
recorlls of the Court proceedings of Bucks 
County ha,·ing been !lestroyed by British 
soldiers at the time of the Revolutionary 
'\Var . 

• John Rowland and Thomas Rowland, :ip
pear to haYe been early immigr:mts. · and 
acth·e supporters of the infant )Ionthly 
:Meeting; they possessed a large tract of 
lnnd in the Colony. There is a stretch of 
low land extending southward from ~1e Yillage 
of Tyburn, which yet bears the name of 
Rowland Swamp. Edmund Lo,·ett settled 
early on the b:ink:,; of the Defoware, but 
aftenrnrds removed inl.tnd, and the meeting 
at Middle Lots was for a time held at his 
house. Joshua Hoopes and Thomas Fitz
water appear to have been of ea.rly promi
nence, and doubtless there were other valuable 
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Friends nt that period whose names are now 
but little known. 

The first testimony inserted in the old Book 
of )IPmorials. published by direction of Philu
tlelphia Yearly )Iecting in the year 1787, is 
thus introduced. ·• An :ibstract of :N'icholas 
\Yaln"s Testimony cnnl"erning that faithful 
serrnnt of the Lord, Cuthbert Hayhurst, who 
departed this lifo :1t hi,- own house in tl1e 
County of Bucks. in Pennsylrnnia, about the 
5th of the first montl1, 168:?-:3, near the fiftieth 
yc:1r of his age.,. There can be but little 
doubt but what this rnliant in our Israel 
resi<lctl among his friends at F:ills. as there 
had been hut little enlargement of their borders 
ut th::.t period. But ns his decease occurred a 
few weeks preYious to Falls ~Ionthly )Iceting, 
his nnme docs not appear upon its records, and 
the exact place of his residence is uncertain. 

Anot_her testimony in the old Book of 
.Memori:J.ls is thus brought into notice, ".Tohn 
Huyton's testimony concerning Thomas Lang
horne, who died at his own habitation in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, the 6th of the eighth 



01~ FIUE:S-D8 IN BUCK:, COUNTY. 91 

month 168i." There is also uncertaintyrespect
ing the residence of this interesting minister, but 
it is quite likely that he died at Neshaminy, 
and probable that his dwelling was at the 
locality which is now culled Lnnghorne's llill. 

In t"ompiling thi:- brief account relating 
chiefly to the cnrly settlement of Friends at 
Fall:-, it is not designed to trace the personal 
history of the many worthies who located there 
at n. later date. but :-imply to gather up a few 

kinclrecl fragmen~ of general history, e:.\.iending 
down to a much later period of time. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Doctor '\Vatson, whose memory extended 
back as far as 1750, and who doubtles~ had 
personal acqu:iintance with some of the aged 
who ha.cl been early settlers at Buckingham, 
:!'!tate:-. that the -first adventurers were chiefly 
from the Falls :'.\lecting, but afte-rwards named 
a number of later arrivals from other points. 
He also, in harmony with other informa
tion. hea~ several testimonies to the zeal 
and diligence of many of those primitive 
worthies, in :ittending their distant religious 
meetings for worship, and discipline at Falls. 
The Quarterly Meeting allo,ved Buckingham 
Friend:- a meeting for worship, in the year 
170{1, which relieved them from much wear
isome. tra,·eling; but their meeting continued 
a bmncl1 of Falls Monthly Meeting for ten 
yea.rs longer, during which time their zeal 
did · not abate, but they are represented as 
eontinuing diligent in attending their meet
inf's for discipline, until their connection 
with Wrightst.own Friends in a .l\fonthly 
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:Meeting cap:icity was cunsununatctl in 1710. 
These items of history exhibit a pleasing and 
instructive feature in the clmructer of some 
of our primitive Friends in the pun1uit of 
things rcl:1ting to their evcrlastin g welfare. 
Prior to the year 1700, there was no meeting 
for won;hip located at Buckingham, and 
Friend:. in that vicinit~ were members of 
Falls Particular )Iecting. which ,vas held at 
the distance of near twenty mile::.; from the 
residcm,,es of some of them. ..:\.nd wl1en we 
take into consideration the wilderness state 
of the country in those days, the ~-ery 
imperfect roads, the difficulty and tediousness 
of traveling, that the best mode of con,·eyance 
for men, and women also, was on ho:rseback, 
and that even this accommodation was beyond 
the reach of some; the time that elapsed 
before Friends leaving their dwellings, could 
attend their meetings, and return from thence; 
the frequent ot.-currence of those meetings; 
the nec.,essity of diligence and frugality in 
order to obtain a livelihood: the exposed 
situation of travelen,; without the c..·omrenienc."CS 
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of modern invention, to 11hield ~hem from the 
inclemencies of the weather; nncl the fatigue 
of body to be endured in those journeys;
when we mke into consideration a situation 
such :ts is here represented. it is manifest 
that the carrying out of the privilege of 
nttcnding their rclig-ioui- meetings was :ittnined 
at the cost of Yery considernble sacrifice. 
The nssemblin~ of oursel\'(':,; together for the 
so]('mn purpose of Di,·ine worship. has always 
been held by our society :t:,; an imperath-e obli
gation for our obserY:mce, when circumstances 
do not render it impr:1cticable; and it is 
e,·iclent that the pioneers of our :-ocicty :it 

Buckingh:tm were not less sensible 1)f this 
obligation in their llay. than we :ire sensible 
of it ;n this our day. Inconveniences and 
difficulties stood in their wa,y, such as have 
not been experienced in modern times; yet 
when the sense of indispensable duty was 
manifest before them, these inconveniences 
and difficultie:;:. were cheerfully encountered, 
and doubtless the pious pilgrimage wa.s 
~enerally accompfoihed with devotion of spirit 
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and crowned with pe:ice of mind. Nor need 
we man·el at the zeal of those worthies in 
tl1is respect, when we reflect thnt most 
likely some of them were of the number, but 
if not of the number, were kindretl in spirit 
with tl1em, who stemmed the torrent of 
persecution in England; who hnYing been 
hauled from their religious meetings to 
prison, suftcretl the penalty of thP- law for 
months and being lihemtecl, sought the first 
opportunity, pub!icly, to :i.sscmble with their 
friends for the cherished purpose of DiYine 
worship; th us m:mifosting their allegiance to 
the King uf kin:;:;. although they knew that 
the laws of the King of England would bear 
heaYier upon them for e,·ery additional 
offonce. It is howe,·er manifest that the 
attendance of their religious meetings was 
elem· to them, an enjoyment they were not 
willing to forego, a duty to their DiYine )faster 
which they looked upon :1s intlispensable, and 
they were willing to bear testimony to that 
duty, e,·en at the expense of com·enience, of 
property, of liberty and of life. It therefore 
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11et•1l not a,;to11i,:h n,: that 111:u1y of our 

Buckingham · Frit'nd,: w1•r~· faitltfnl 111 the 
attendance ,,ftht•ir reli,'.!:ion,: tlll•cting,:. altltnugh 
locate,l twenty 111i]p,,: from so111c of their 
dwelli11g,;; and it app:!:u•,; that som:! of tlw;;c 
den,tcd ones attended on font; nor was this 
number con1inetl to tl1e male sex. but females 
were seen wending their way along solitary 
Indian paths, on lwrseb:ick :md on foot, some 
of them carrying their young children in their 
:1rms, cro:,:sing obstructh·e watcr-com-ses, p::i.:,s
ing through forests l1aunted by wild beasts, and 
-by the proximity of such tribes as were a 

terror to the white man of other colonies; 
occasionally discomforted by summer's I1eat, 
and winter's frosts. mid sometimes confronted 
by swollen streams or drifting snows. Their 
outwara lot was e,·itlently a hard one, but 
being in the way of their religious duty, and 
:wimated by holy ze:il and forvcncy of spirit, 
they doubtless were enabled to go on their 
way rejoicing. The faithful arc sometimes 
permitted to rejoice in tribulation; and ha,·ing 
sown in tears, haYe reapell in joy, These 
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trusting ones ,.ere preser,·ecl from outw·ard 
dangers, nor can ,ve cloubt that a large amount 
of preservation from spiritual enemies w:i.s 
<'Xperienced also; nor need we marrel that 
the Church prospered in those days. ,vere 
we now to tr:tYel h:1ck in retrospect to the 
<'arly <l:iys of our society, and take a. glance 
:it the condition of ou~ suffering Friends in 
England, it migl1t- not be :mrprising to us 
that .the pre,·alencc of :1e,~erc persecution, 
~-rrowing out of oppressi,·e goYernment policy, 
:incl striking at the root of ci,·il and religious 
liberty. did loosen the att:1chment of some 
of tl1em to tl1eir native l:tnd. and present 
the Pro,·ince of PennsylY:mia to t11eir Yiew 

as an attracth-e asylum for the persecuted 
:md oppressed. These persecuted ones suf
fered for righteousness sake. and mther than 
turn aside from the path of manifested duty, 
were willing to suffer, an<l yet could they be 
re1ie,·ed from the yoke of cruel oppression 
by removal to a distant land, some of them 
were willing to choose it rather. Numbers 
of these faithful ones sought our shores, and 
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l:ti<l the fountlations of their dwellings in the 
wild,; of Aml'riea. carrying- with them that 
purity of principle aml integrity of heart 
whit•h tlwy c·o11l1l 1111t l'Xl'rcisc u111110lcstecl in 
tlwir nntiYc land. 

'l'he conclition of tl1e burial ground at the 
Point: or <: roYe Place, the ten rods square 
which Phi11cas Pemberton set apart for the 
ncr.on11noll:ttion of his family antl friends, is 
c.:alcufo.tecl to awaken :t rnriety of feeling. 
Th:it portion whid1 contains the rcmuins of 
the Pembertons and some of their particul:tr 
friends, is enclosed by a suitaLle stone wall, 
without :my gatcw:ty therein. It was thus 
enclosed by direction of .John Pemberton, :1. 

beloved minister, (a short time pre,·ious to 
llis l:ist religious Yisit to Europe; a Yisit 
from whicl1 he neYer returne<l, but died at 
Pyrmont, in Prus:-i:l,) in aftcdionak rt•mem• 
1mmce of departed rclath-es an<l friends. that. 
their graves might- not be Jui<l waste; a11d for 
the purpose of prcscrYing the enclosed plot 
in decent order, he left a small annuity, 
secured by will, upon a fa.rm in the neigh-
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l111rhnotl. :incl Fall,.; Monthly :Meeting accepted 
the guanlian,.;hip thereof. and has long con
tinnetl to :idminister tl1e trust. This annuity 
of l:itter time has not been 1mill; nenirthelcss 
tlw )lceting continues to extend care over 
tht• prC'mi:;cs. A few years since, ;.;omc 
Frit•nJ:; planted four sih·cr pine trees within 
tht• encln:-ure. cl1icfi)· in view of checking the 
un,lergrowth. These- trees have now· grown 

.to attrncti,·e proportions. An adjoining stone 
wall. erected several :years sil)ce, encloses 
another portion of the gener:il repo;.;itory of 
"the ,lead. The plot thu,.; enclosetl i:,; of small 
extent, and perhap,.; w:1s de:,;ignetl a:; a family 
burial place. The :1:-pect of the remaining 
portion of the ten rod;; squar,' ha:; con:-idcrably 
changed of latter time:-: the hantl of man has 
rcmon~,l the gr:tYe :;tone:;: the plow ha,.; lc,·eled 
the graYes: and crops ha Ye been gathered from 
the :;oil beneath which repose the remains of 
many of our fellow mort:ils. ..:\ Friend who 
,·isitetl the locality a few years since ,,·rites: "I 
:;tootl upon the grase-yard w:ilL and musetl on 
the i;l•ene around me. In the enclosure on my 
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right hand were the graves of the worthy Pcm
bertons, :md Harrisons, of Roger Longworth, 
and of other worthies; but .John Pcm berton 
left no provision for repairs of the wall which 
surrounds them; the c,-over is already much 
out of order, portions of the wall iti,;clf arc be
coming somewhat dcfcctin•, and time's wasting 
hand may crumble it to the earth; and :is 

several of the latter deeds for the surrounding 
farm make no reserve for these premises, I 
thought it ~\"ould not be improbable that the 
clay would t--omc, when the hand of avarice 
would remove the fragments of the deca.yed 
wall, the plowshare invade the covering of the 
dead, and naught remain to ma.rk this interest
ing spot. On my left hand lay the other in
closnre; it contained the remains of at least 
one•Friend, who was rich in the abundance of 
this world's goods, but the pale messenger 
would not be denied ; he and his poorer neigh
bors of this village of the dead, have with like 
accountability, all passed to their final account; 
while their bodies lie side by side in this their 
mother earth. Before me lie the obliterated 
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graves of many ofmy follow mortals, doubtless 
:imong them many worthy Fricntls; :t small 
mound of earth to mark the spot of their inter
ment has been denied them; a little roughness 
in the surface of the soil is yet discernible, but 
it is now a portion of the culth·ated field. This 
aspect of :tffairs may be harassing to loving kin
dred and friends, but the imperishable part is 
far beyond the reach of man. I am no advocate 
for garnishing the sepulchres of the dead, and 
it is true that our care and concern for the poor 
body, cannot affect the disunited soul; yet, there 
is something congenial with our better feelings, 
in decent interment, ancl decent preservation 
-0f the gra.,·e. And without cherishing a su
perstitious veneration for these premises, it 
may be profita.ble to the heart to contemplate 
the scene presented here; with feelings mingled 
,,ith earth and heaven, we may here contem
plate the mortality of man, and the end of 
human existence, anc.l. perhaps be reminded 
that we ourselves a.re tottering over the grave; 
we may here contemplate the frailty of human 
memorials, and the value and endurance of 
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---------------- -- - ---
those thnt arc on l1igh. Herc, too. the piety and 
virtue,; of 1lcpartNl ~rorth. an;l uamf's written 
in the IJook of lif1.•, au<l of uamcs hlottetl m~t, 
rn:w forcibh- be brou.rht to the ,·icw of our re-

1: ., .::, 

111e111 lir;111cc, an1l liy tl11~ ,lidnc 1,lc:,;:-ing arou,;e 

u,; from a :-tat!' of in1lilferenc1•. h1·.i>:1k up our 
false rl',;t, an,l :-ti111ulatc us to l"l'llcWe1l wrL•st
ling;; for :t cr01i·11 of rightt•ou:-nc:<:;. It i:< :<:1it! 

to be profital,lc to go to the house of 1110m·ning . 

• md tl1is place of interment has ofttimc,; been 

witne,;,; of effusions of grief; the feeling,; of 

natural nffcctinns haYc foun<l n~nt here. as sor
rowing frit•nds haYe gathered :iround these 
gr.:n-es, :rntl l,d1eltl the mortal remain:- of those 

they lon~cl finally deposited in the carth-:wrne 
have sorrowed, but we trust not as they who 
ha,·e no hnpe; to some 1lcath ha,l no sting. 

and 'the grani no Yichwy, and the do:<c of the 
enming of lifL·, was ,loubtlcs,; :-:uccet'clc1l by the 

dawn of a11 cn:rl:1sti11µ; 1lay. ·· 
As :i contir111:1tion of the utility of occasional 

visits to the resting places of the remnins of 

the worthy dead, it may not uc out of pl:tcc to 
insert a d(•:-cripfr,e account of a pil~rinwgc 
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made by the piuu,; Ductor Fother~ill and his 
bencnilcnt sister, of a somewhat c1wre:,:poncling 
character: ·· to drop the f,'T:ttefuJ tribute of a. 
tear, at the side of an l10nm·e1l parent's grave; 
to see that his sepulchre "'as not laid waste, 
l,ut secured from· the r:wnges of neglect, was to 
us a pleasing duty. Firmly pcrsundell that 
we h:ul not the least c:tuse to mourn on his 
account, and nothing left more becoming to us, 
than to call to mind his precepts and examples, 
we left the solitary spot with hearts full of re,·
crent tlmnkfulness that such wm; our father, 
and thnt we were so far foxorcd, :\S to be able 
to remember him with gratitude and affection." 

The Pemberton gr:wc-yard, Hes near the 
point, where wlmt is now c:11led Biles Creek or 
Glen Arn, after skirting an island, re-enters the 
Del:iwnre. Kearly all the earliest settlers at 
the F:tlls, located themsch-cs on land lying 
within the great bend of the river, in wl1at is 
now called Penn's :Manor. The originators 
of Fall's :Monthly )[eeting were, perhaps, 
with one exception, residents of this locality. 
In looking back, to the history of this early 
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favored section of our land, the mind is cl11tl1cd 
with a degree of sadness while contemplntin~ 
its present position and aspect; there :trc now 
none residing witl1in its limits whom we ac• 
knowledge a:,; rnemliers of our religious society. 
\Ye cannot confer grace upon our children, 
nor cnn religious bodies confer grace upon their 
succc:,;:,;ors: there arc now hut few prominent 
supporter:,; uf the primith·e faith :unong the 
descenllants of our 1110:--t ;;ifted :n1d lJe:--t early 
members-and II umcrous religion:,; bodies, both 
in ancient and Uiollcrn times, lost tlll•ir primi
tiYe Lrightness and tended to 'decay and an-
11ihilatio11: the case although disappointing i:-
not singular, there being numerous precedents. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The members of Buck's Qunrterly Meeting, 
many of whom had expericncetl a long season 
of sore privation, nnxiety and distress, incident 
to pioneer life, at length emerged from the in
teresting past, and were permitted to behold 
th~ breaking of ti br~i;hter day, at least in tem
poral things. Slavery, which hud faken root 
in the economy of some of the early settlers, 
had bcc1>me more and more discountenanced 
by the wise :ind good, and m:i.ny of our worthies 
became zealous for its extinguishmcnt. It is 
urn.nifcst from rcli:1.blc historic information, 
tli:it much rum was made use of in primitive 
times, and :1lso :t ,·cry consiclerahle ttmount 
of tobacco. These articles of doubtful utility 
were granted indulgence, for the :tllegecl pur
pose of warding off infection. T11e apology 
was entertained in reference to the liberal use 
of spirituous liquors, that many of the settlers 
in substituting the drinking w:1.ter of this 
country for that of Enghmd, thought their 
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bodily condition unfarnral,ly affected, c:-1pccial
ly i;o when i;atii;(yinf,\' thr> execs:,; of thirst 
crcat1•1l by our s11rneti111C's liot rlimatc: 111Hlc1· 
tl1csc circ11111i;ta11cc·s rum was i;1111wwlmt cxtcll• 

sivcly HUJ>Ii11s1•cl to b(• a l1c11dit, arul al:-:o in 
case:,; 11f cxp11:-:urc t11 wet weather :t11<l pi11d1ing 
colcl. Tl1c pffod:-1 of tlic frc•c u:-:1• of spirit11011:-1-

liqu11rs at a s11111Pwlwt l:itcr 1u•rio1I. appeared 
to b1~ ;..>Towin;.;- t11 alar111i11;.;- prop11rti1111:-:. anti 
many Fric11d:-:. IH•coruin;.;- c1111,·i11cP1l of tl1c 

gravity of tlie :,:it11atio11, i11ter('11:-:cd tl11·ir iuflu
cncc awl autli,,rity for till' aba!P111c11t of tlu~ 

evil. How far 111P11il,Prs of Buc·ks Quarkrly 

)foctin;; partici(':ttc·d i11 tlw irrP;;11lariti1·s :111<! 

inconsii;tcncics 11f tl1ose distant c11l1111ial clay:;, 

docs not now 111i1111tdy appear; it i:-:, lww
evcr manifest that tlw pri111iti,·e settk•rs were 
chfofly Fricn<l,:; lmt cl111il1t l1•:-:s a c1111ccrn pre

vailed :unong 11ur wor1!1il'i" of that pt•riocl to de ► 

away with what they saw to lie surely wroug; 

it would he cliaractcrii;tic of tlrcm: and it i:-. 
not likely that any of tl1eir Jlll'lll hers tlcparte<l 
far from the path of re<-"titudc before they \\'l•re 
dealt with accorlling to ei;taLlislw<l order by 
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their watchful brethren, and reclaimed or ex
du<led from society. The records of Falls 
)fonthly :Meeting exhibit the vigilance of 
that ho,ly in guarcliug its prnfo:-1sion against 
reproach; and it is not likcJy that the otlaer 
branches of the Quarter!)· )1cetiug, chiefly 
:o;pre:uling from. Falb a.,; a parent stem, sud
denly abated their carefulness. 

There is evideucc- that wcchlings generally 
:i.ssumc,l the form of fosti,·aJ:.,, which it has 
lJecn suggested wm; in imitation of such prac
tice in England. A goo,! 1li11ncr was prod<led 
for the entertainment; tlw in\'itcd guests in
duded rel:1tions, frie11d:-1 and neighbors, in 
number sometimes amounting tu more than 
two hundred. It lau.-; been represented that in 
these promi::tcuous gatl1cri11gs, "a. lin:ly spirit 
of plain frie1lllsl1ip, l,ut rather rude m:mners, 
prerniled in the company; they frec1uently 
met a;;ain tltc next day, and being mostly 
young people, and from under restraint, prac
ticed social pl:Lys an,l sports in which they 
went to an extreme of folly." These customs 
appertaining to marriages, were with some 
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-----------
motlifications, cnntinuctl until a much litter 
period of ti me ; but how far Friends p:irtici
pated therein docs not now fully appear. 

:Much protlucc w.ts conveyed to the distant 
111:1rket, and grain to the distant mill, on horse
back-and light carts were gmJually intro
<lucc<l, anti finally wagons; these accommo-· 
dating ,·chicles were e:-tccme<l a great im
provement upon former usage: were much 
valued a.-,; an arnilablc means for transporta
tion of the incrca.-,ing spare produce, ahm as 
.an improved mode of personal com·eyunce, as 
well as important ~1ppcndagcs to the farming 
-operations, and to such industrial establish
ments a.-, might need them. The introduction 
of Riding Chairs was long regarded with dis
trust, and as an unwelcome innovation upon 
_prh:l!itivc simplicity. 

The stock of domestic animals w,i..., greatly 

multiplie<l; the flesh of the cloven-footed 
variety when fatted and slaughterc<l yielding 
abundant 1n·o,·ision; copious supplies of milk. 
butter and cheese were produced, and from 
the wool of the sheep the crude material for 
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the m:tnufacture of clothing. 'fhe English 
breed of hor:;e;, were gradmilly introduced, 
and were ;;aid tu have been much preferred, 
being larger, more elegant. and more gentle 
and docile in their tempers than· those in gene
ral use. The s~·stem of farming wus :tlso much 
impnwetl. 

\Vheat and rye growing thick and tall on 
the newly cultimtecf land. many men, and 
some women, it is said, became very skilful in 
the use of the sycle. wl1ich wa ... the in:-1trument 
made use of for harvc:,;ting sud1 crops in those 
<lays; :<ome of these la.borers became somewhat 
ambition;, of their qualifications for reaping. 
and pro,·ed their dexterity and endurance in 
energetic contests for superiority in skill and 
speed. The flail w::is the chief instrument 
made use of for be:tting out the grain, which 
was separated from ~he chaff by tossing it 
sufficiently high to come in effectual contact 
with the force of the wind. 

It is s:1id that the hunter in his log c..'lbin 
-enjoyed his ro:1stecl Ycnison and stewed pies 
with :1 high degree of relish, :rnd it is probable 
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that :-omc f11ll11w0,\ hunting a,; an occupation, 
1wt only f111• tht• ,;npport of th1.•m,;e\n~s nntl 
fa111ilit•,;, l,nt al,;11 tl1al tht•y might profit by 
tl1c ,;alt• 11f tl1t•ir ,;nrp\n,; ac1'.lllllUlation:,1. Deer, 
turkey:,; an,\ otht•r :::-111:111 game were plentiful 
in ,;upply, :1111\ t'Xt·Plk•nt pr,wi:1io11 in their 
:-:.c:1:-on: :lllll it i,- manifest that these articles 
-0f diet. ,;o useful in contributing to the neces
sitit•s of pioneer life, entered large\~· into the 
lifo-smtaining :mpport of that generation. Of 
eoursc tho,;e locatcti in the neighhorht,od of 
the rh·cr, and :-;omc of the smaller stream,;, 
drew large supplies from thence. 

"For common living, milk, bread and pie 
made the breakfast, the milk being boiled and 
sometimes thickened in winter: good pork and 
htcon with plenty of i'auce, a wheat-flour pud
ding, or dumplings, for dinner; and mush or 
hominy, with milk. hutt~r and honey for sup
per. Pies of green imd dried apples, were the 
unh·ersal standard of good eating, especially 
for children." It is reported that "notwith
standing the engagements at home, and the 
difficulty of tra,·elling in those early times, 
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the visit:; of.fricnd:;hip were frequent, not only 
among relation:-;, Lut others. On these occa
sions, ciller mctheglin, or small !Jeer. toa:;t of 
light biscuit made of tine wheat flour, and 
milk, butter, chee:,;e, custards and pie:-- made
up an afternoon's repast.'' 

Of course, the prollucts of the farm and 
kitd1in-garden enterell largely into tl1e family 
requirements;. the jmmpkin pie which was 
held in much early esteem. has not yet lo!St its 
reputation within the compa:;,.s of some sections 
of the Quarterly )Iceting. A good apple or
chard was much prized by some of the earlier 
settlers ; the fruit was relished, cider was not 
despised, apple-butter was :t favorite produc
tion, ancl cutting apple parties were frequent. 

"The imposing authority of necessity obliged 
the first settlers to wear a strong and coarse 
kind of dress; enduring buckskin was used 
for breeches, and sometini~s for jackets ; osna
burg m:1de of hemp :md tow was much used 
for boys' shirts, sometimes :flax, and :flax and 
tow were made for that purpose; and coarse 
tow for .trousers. A wool hat, strong shoes 



112 111:-TOltlCAL :-KETCH!.;.~ 

---------------- ··-- ---

with brass buckle:-. two linsey jackets, and n. 
leather apron, made up the· winter appurel. 
This kind of dress continued to be common 
for laboring people until li.!jO,'' 

In the generations succeelling the first set
tlers, there being :t f:.'1':lllual adrnncement in 
worldly prosperity. and :t disposition to gather 
more of the outward comt,,rts of life around 
them, :i. propensity appeared in some to in
dulge in :t little superfluity. Thl• antiquated 
form of made-up coats of tine cloth has been 
represented as displaying three or four large 
plaits in the· skirt, wadding almost like :t 

coYerlid to keep them smooth. cuff.~ large to 
the elbows, (,pen befow. and of round form; 
the h:tt of a young man u.~ a good broad
brimmed be:tYer, with double loops clmwn 
nearly close in the rear, and half raised on 
each side. 'fhe silk gown as much plaited in 
the back, the slee,·es nearly twice as large as 
the arm, and reaching rather more than half 
way from the shoulder, the interval co,·ered 
with :t fine holland sleeve, nicely plaited. 
Some of the ancient bea,·cr bonnets. worn by 
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women in those 1l:1ys. \\'l'rl• l1111g rl'taine1l. aJi1l 
arc perhaps yet prcscr,·e,l as hcir-100111:; in 
some families. The lar;tc 11,·crcuat with a 

cape. lon:,:- mai11t.li11c1l :1 general staralin.:.:-. but 
s1111w,,·hat fontasti,· i11110,·ation:; up,.111 its form 

:ire l'l'p11rk,I. 1l11w for members participated 
in those in11t,n1ti1111s up11n ·for111cr simplicity, 

is not IHI\\' Yery apparent . 
.. Xotwitl1st:111di11;t tlw a11tiquc arnl rough 

dresses. a1Hl unirnpron·,l halJits and manners 
tliat obtained a111011;t the early i,;cttlers: yet a.n 

honest, ca11tlid intention, a frank sincerity, and 
a good ,lcgree of ze:11 :rnd energy in adhering 
to religfou:; principle:; and duties, generally 

pren1iletl among the more substantial part of 
them. The careful housewifery and strict do-

mestic discipli11e of many honorable mothers, 
had long an influential effect. The domestic 
management which fell to the share of the 
women, wa:; genemlly well or<lered. -<\s soon 
as wool and flax wet·c raised, they manufac
tured good linen of different de1,,rrees of fine

ness--clrugget, linsey, worsted. &c., sufficient 
to clothe themseh·e:; and families-were Yery 
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i11d11,.trio11" anti fnt:.r:il, cunteukd to Jin~ upon 
what their prl'"l'llt me:m" a1ford(•1l, and were 
g-e11Pr:11ly qu.ilitietl tn make the mo,-;t proper 
u:-e of what thl'y h,111. ., 

\\"hilt.· tl1e land wa:- frt>,-h an,l 1ww. it pro-
1lnced cro1,,. of wheat anti ryl'. rl'pre:aented 
from fifteen to twcnty-1h-l' 01· thirty lmshels to 
the acre, :rnd it :tppears from au 01,l account
hook of one who con,ltu.:tP,l a .::ri,.t-mill and 
:-tore, before and after the year 1;:30, that his 
charges were as follows : ·· \Yheat. from three to 
four shillings: Rye. one :-hilling less; Indi:m
Coru and Buckwheat, two; )[iddlings, fine,seven 
and eight shillings; course. four to six; Bran, 

one shilling: Salt. four: Beef. two pence; Bacon, 
four pence; Pork, a.bout two p~nce. " 

"Imrro,·ed fand was sold generally by the 
acre; at the price of twenty bushels of whea.t. 
Thus, wheat 2.'I. Gd:, land £2 10s., whea.t :3.'I., 
land £:3. wheat :3s. <,rl., land £:3 10s., wheat 5s., 
land£-'>." 

It has been represented tliat education was in 
a Yery b,tckward condition, that school-houses 
were generally poor dark places, that the 
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teachc-rs were often n~ry unsuitable, that dis
cipline was often administered with great se
verity. an,l th:it but little school learning w:i.s 

in a gPncrd way obtained. 
Tl1t• winter of li40--U was Yery :-e,·ere. the 

:-now was 1lcep an1l laid lo11g; and it is said 
tlwt in thosL• 1•:1rli1•r days of colonial history, 
:-1111w fell in greatC'r :lhJtntl:rnce, and l:iitl longer 
11p11n the i,!'l°"ttntl. than of later year:,: :1.ncl also 
th:1t north-msterly storms of two or three clays' 
1·11nti11u.1111·t•. were more frequent: also the ap-

Tht• few rem:iining Indians Wl're <li:5po:5ecl to 
◄-nlti,·atc :1micalJlt• rt•lation:-1 with their p:tle
f:we1l neighbor:<. a111l were also clispo:-ecl to 
1,e :<er,·icc:ihlc. Tlnt:5. peace and prosperity 
n·ignt•d. :mcl ci\·iJii,..:1tion progressed. 

~e,·cml of the quotations are from the pen 
of Dr. \Yat!'ion, who, in the nbsence of direct 
information, is confidently supposed to have 
been a Friend, :incl to have lived in Bucking
ham. And although his descriptions were not 
confined to that loc:ility, it is reasonable to con
cl utle that some of them embr-.iced stronger 
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points in the vicinity tlrnn elsewhere. In the 
absence of local history, the deficiency may in 
some measure he supplied by referring to his
torical accounts of neighboring sections of 
country that have been scttlecl unclcr corres
ponding circumstances, ancl by the same kind 
of people, whose manners, habits and pursuits, 
whose privations and enjoyments, :md ch·il and 
religious progress, arc supposed to h:we been 
very similar to their own; and thus, by refer
ring to the more northern section of our fra
tern~il community, circumscribed within the 
limits of tl1e Quarterly :Meeting, wl10se boun
daries have e,·er been of moderate extent; 
and by applying the descriptions and conclu
sions to the remaining part of our meeting ter
ritc•ry, we may thus become possessed of much 
apparently reliable general information, that 
may be received with confidence, and applied 
accordingly. 
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CHAP. X. 

The temporal blessings of a. benifo .. -cnt Pro
vidence were now a.lmnda.ntly scattered around 
a thriving people, not in the form of stately 
mansions. of ~,ostly furniture, of well-filled 
coffers, of splendid equipages, of numerous 
servant"; th~e they posse:;se<l not, their bles
sings did not con:;i:.:t in these; but they were 
of a different cha.meter. and of a. more sub
stantial kind. Their houses were not ostenta
tious, but comfortable; their raiment coarse, 
but serviceable. :m<l principally of their own 
manufacture; their food wholesome, nourish
ing and abundant; their health, mostly good, 
and slumbers sweet :md refreshing; their 
:flocks and herds were scattered around them, 
yielding a supply of food. raiment and ser
,-ic'e, and receiving the needful provender, 
shelter and ca.re; the lancl, after much labor, 
had been brought under successful culth·ation, 
and the seasons being favor-able, yielded abun
dant harvests, and richly repaid the husband-
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man for his toil; the mcrch:tnt :tntl mechanic 
rcceiYed the patronage of :t. thri \'ing people. 
and in gcm•r:tl. harmony prevailed :tmong the 
inhabitants. If tl1i:-: picture is correctly drawn, 
it 1n·esL•nt:- a beautiful :-pecimcn of the outw:1rcl 
comfort:- of lifo under \'cry fiwor:1ble circum
st:tnce:- for :1pprt>ci:1th·e enjoyment; it pr~cnts 
to our \'icw. a co1Hlition which the wi:,:e and 
good of aII :1gcs h:t\'c commendetl-a h:1ppy 
medium between po,·erty :u1<l richc:-, wherein 
want pinclll':- not. !Joi' can•:- oppre:-:-: it pre
sents to our \'icw the happy cffi.•ct:s of honest 
industry antl patient per:-e\·erancc. regul:tted 
by :i solemn :;cnse of religious feeling; and it 
presents to our Yiew, a people contented in 
their allotments, reaping the enjoyment of a 
harmonious intercourse with each other: satis
fying their unambitious minds. not with the 
extra~·:1gances :rnd luxuries of life, but with 

abundance to sustain :md to gratity their 
moder:tte wants. The time here nclvertecl to, 
from li.25 to li-50, was, perhaps, the lrnppiest 
period in our e:trly history-peace, plenty, 
harmony and contentment smiled upon the 
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gencmtion then existing; an extrnordinn.ry out
pouring of the spirit upon sons and daughters 
was rccognizerl: the body was nourished and 
the mind refreshed. Doctor "~ntson writes, 
·• Frie)l(ls about that period (17:32) were 
~reatly farnrecl with a lively :flow of .gospel 
ministry .• Jacob llolcombe, John Sc:i.rborough, 
Snrnucl E:1stburn .• Toshu:t Ely, Benjnmin Fell, 
Enoch Pear:-1011, Ed1nund Kinsey, Abignil 
Paxson. Elimbeth: Fell, Phebe Ely (formerly 
Phehc Smith), .Jane Br:1<l1ield and Ann Scho
til•l«l. were :tll ministers, and · :1.U of them .it 
the same time members of Buckingham :Meet
ing, except .Jacob Holcombe :ind Abigail Pnx
snn who were deceased before my memory. 
All the rest I cnn well remember. About 1750-

-'>L .Tolan Sc:ll"lmrough was frc<1uent a.nd gene
r:111~· lnr~e in his testimonies. as also Isaac 
Child who appeared at Plumstead when quite 
:1 ~·oung man. Nathnn Preston and Thomn.s 
Viekers were ministers belonging to that meet
ing-:·· But m:m is prone to forget his Benefac
tor when lo:uled with his continued benefit.~: 
tl1c increase of riches arc f:rrnr:tble to the in-
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trorl uction of n worldly spirit, and temporal 
prosperity often operates unfo.,·orably upon 
1ni111l:- untempcrc1l Ly religious experience; 
.m:iny who han• bl't'n :-ympnthizing pupils 
in the scl1uol of adversity lnwe relaxed their 
-frienlh-;hip in the hour of prosperity ; worldly 
.ag~randizemcnt 11:1:-1 prollucc1l en,·y in the feel
ing:,; of some who ha,·c hcen left iu ohscurity: 
-competition in the pursuit of thl' :-ame object. 
lms :-nmctimc:- created and fostered jealousy 
and ill feelin,!r: and the t·ro:-s occurrences of 
life in general. h:n-e often generated discontent 
in weak miml:-. Cause:- like these opt•rating 
.on tl1e natural :-ensibilitic,-;, ha,·c :-;omctimcs 
sapped the tranciuility of t•ommunitics. dis
turbed the order of :-ociety, impeded the pros
ptrity of the professing church. and brought 
<lown Dh·ine displeasure upon an ungrateful 
:incl backsliding people. Some of these conse
<J.Uences cume on apace, and eventually over
took the peaceful progress of the much fa

vored but perhaps too unwa.tchful community. 
Friends still retained a preponderating in:fiu
-cnce in the administration of the Government, 
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which still remained_ trnnquil; was yet con
ducted in great measure on the principles upon 
whic~1 it was founded, the people were still 
reaping the benefits thereof, and harmony still 
continued to prevail. The picture presented 
to the imagination at this period was beautiful, 
but perhaps it was as the calm that precedes 
the storm.· In the succeeding ten years the 
aspect of affairs consiclerably changed ; the 
period from 1750 to 1760 was marked by a 
decline of friendly intercourse, of united and 
harmonious action among Friends, and of 
church and state tranquility in general; the 
influence of our members in the Provincial 
Government began to decline, as the gro,ving 
importance and determined opposition of a. 
rival po,ver, almost diametrically opposite in 
principle, and unfeeling in practice, bore tri
umphantlyonward tothesupplantingofFriends 
in the Colonial Councils. The rights of the 
Indian were neglected, his wrongs unredressed, 
and driven to some acts of violence by way of 
retaliation, was met in the same "-indictive spirit 
by the rival power; war was declared against 
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him, and at the same time against his French 
allies, who had laid claim to and invaded a 
portion of Pennsylvania bordering on its 
western frontier. The turbulent spirits of those 
turbulent times clamored for war. The agita
tions of the colony are said to have been violent. 
In the commotions prevailing the political 
influence of Friends passed away, and the reins 
of the government of Pennsylvania fell from 
their hands ; but being rid of its responsibilities 
and entanglements, and of a number of their 
unstable members who having deserted their 
principles had been very annoying, and from 
their own sufferings learning righteousness, a. 
more satisfactory yet still anxious season 
followed. 

One morning in the year 1760, the sun shown 
as b~ightly as usual for about an hour after 
rising, and then the air grew dark, and in the 
afternoon the sun was totally obscured. In 
the summer of 1766, almost all the privet 
hedge died in Bucks County, the loss of more 
than two miles of it is reported to have taken 
place upon one farm. About this time pota-
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toes were introduced, and were raised in fields 
in considerable quantities for family use and 
for stock. The export of Indian meal com
menced about the year 1767, and the grain 
becoming profitable was more generally raised. 
Much whole grain of wheat was sent to France, 
and whole corn to the West Indies ; produce 
commanded a better price, money became more 
abundant, circulated more freely, and more lu."t
urious habits were gradually initiated. Tea 
was introduced at an earlier period, and its use 
soon became ·general. Foreign dry goods had 
become extensively patronized, and were to 
great eiient supplanting home manufactures; 
yet all domestic production wa.s not suddenly 
abandoned, but continued in limited extent 
long afterwards. Superfluity in dress, and 
in the mode of living were on the increase, 
many of the earlier way-marks were becoming 
gradually removed, and the lines between rich 
and poor became much more strongly marked 
than formerly. In the community, an increas
ing indulgence in sectarian prejudice was 
observable. Political agitations were intense, 
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and the era of general good feeling and har
monious action seemed to be passing away, as 
the current of unsettlement bore onward, and 
finally culminated in the Revolutionary "\Var . 

. J. B. although a member of the society of 
Friends, yet in harmony with a custom pre
vailing in England in those days, kept his 
pack of hounds, and hunting honies, and in
dulged freely in fox hunting, a practice which he 
continued until quite late in life. It is also 
probable that the destructive propensities of 
these cunning animals, stimulated him, as well 
as others, to energetic efforts for their extermi
nation, under the plausible pretence of their 
being a public nuisance; but fox hunting which 
had been tolerated in the earlier existence of the 
colony, at length became very annoying to some 
of the cotemporaries of J.B., and they appealed 
to the law for an abatement of the nuisance. In 
this controversy Nicholas ·w aln, then a young 
man, and who afterwards became a prominent 
and highly gifted minister of the gospel 
among Friends, was employed as counsel by 
the fox hunters, and by his power of oratory 
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_nnd persunsh·e eloquence, gained the cause (of 
doubtful utility) for them. The other sicle of 
the case wns reprei:lented by :m eminent mem
ber of the legal profession-Ly the mnn who 
lmd trnined :md initiated Nicholas into the 
knowledge, the mysteries a11d the responsibili
ties of. the practice of law, and who upon 
witnessing the keen sallies of wit, nnd the 
irresistible force of the current of the ingenious 
nrguments of this youthful aspirant for legal 
distinction, suddenly exclaimed," have I raised 
up a young eagle to tear my eyes out;" "no,"was 
the energetic response, "only to open them." 

One night two thieves entered the dwelling 
of J. B., but being disturbed in their operations, 
fled ; the hounds were unkenneled and started 
upon their tr:1.cks, and the robbers were over
taken ancl captured. This night's enterprise 
proved to be the last opportunity for the grat
ification of their thieving propensities, for 
hnving robbed n store a few nights previous, 
they were for that offence tried, condemned, 
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:md executed. This item it4 introduced as a 
~pccimen of the severity of the laws in those 
,la:ys. 

In the early days of the Republic, while the 
war was still progressing, the Continental Con
gress issued paper money, and although it 
ne,·erwas redeemed, yet the penalty for refu~ing 
its acceptance in payment of debts was death. 
At this time a Friend residing ne:ir Newtown 
:1dmitted that he had hay for sale, at a named 
p~ice; an Amerfoan officer told the Friend that 
he would take the hay, and offered Continent'Ll 
money in payment, which the Friend refused; 
he wa.c; immediately arrested, and :ifter sum
mary . proc-eeclings was· condemned to suffer 
,lea.th ; and it was not until after much earnest 
:inrl persevering importunity from his wife ancl 
utheys, that a reluctant amelioration of the 
:,:cntcnce was gr-anted. 

In the days of the Revolutionary "\Y ar there 
was a family of six S()ns bearing the name of 
Doan, residing within the limits of Bucks 
Quarterly )feeting; they were members of the 
religious society of Friends, and it is said of 
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them, that they were desirous of hol<ling them
seh·cs aloof from the contro,·ersy existing 
between the Colonies nml the Mother Country; 
but, as in this position they possessed the 
confidence of neither party, and were Yery un
charitably treated hy some of the zealous 
supporters of the new government; inste:ul of 
being willing to suffer for righteousness sake, 
their feelings becanl_e irritated, ancl also alien
ated from the American cause, and they attached 
themseh-es to British interests with abundance 
of zeal, and apparently with much cordiality. 
They became a terror in the community; for
feiting the sympathy of the Friends, with whom 
they had walked in fellowship, and bidding· 
<lefianceto law, theydepretlated indiscriminately 
upon .American property, selling much of the 
spoils to members of the British Army. 
Possessing fleet horses, they were skillful in 
evading capture, but se,·eral of them e,·entually 
met ,·iotent deaths. There is a locality in the 
neighborhood of Fallsington, then within the 
recesses of a dense wilderness swamp c-.i.lled 
"Tory Spring;" this hiding place h:\S been 
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represented as having been much rcsorteu. to 
hy some of the brothers. 

From about that period of time when the 
controlling administration of the laws of Penn
:-ylvania passed from the hands of Friends, 
until the close of the Rcrnlutionary ,var, their 
loyalty to the waning Colonial go,·ernment, 
anu. to that which afterwaru.s arose upon it.;; 
ruins, was seriom,ly questioned; :ind in many 
instances, a most uncharitable :ind unchristian 
:-pirit was manifested toward them, notwith
:-tanding their WE'll known peaceable principle:;. 
And although tl1cre was no member of Buck:
Quarterly )Ieeting among the exiles to Yir
;.rinia, yet the same spirit of intolerance was 
1'xtendcd to m:my of the former locality. 
Whether this purifying and refining process 
in ~he furnace of affliction did, or did not, 
operate against the best welfare of faithful 
Friends of Bucks County. may he an· unsoked 
11uestion, hut it is clearly manifest that they 
had much to be thankful for notwithstanding 
their tribulations; the loss of political power, 
mo:-;t likely, W:l.::! no disaclrnntage to their 
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spiritual condition, and ta.king into considera
tion the peculiar position which they occupied 
in the community, the extension of Divine favor 
was marked, and unmistakable; of course they 
suffered many hardships and priYations, but 
the preser,;ation of life, the attainment of daily 
bread, the very genera.I continued possession 
of their· homes, and surrounding households, 
their supported Clrristian testimony against 
war, the ·rnluable examples of their pious and 
circumspect lives; for these and other fa,;ors 
Divinely extended in the hours of solemn need, 
· through ~ most perilous and agitated period 
of time, there was ·cause for gratitude, and 
humble thanksgiving, and doubtless they that 
·were worthy were mindful of it. 



130 HISTORICAL SKETCHES 

CHAPTER XI. 

PEXXSBURY was the name bestowed upon 
William Penn's favorite American mansion 
and its near surroundings: the location was 
in Penn's Manor, near the Delaware River, 
and near the south-eastern extremity of Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. It was a place which 
attracted much attention in its early history, 
and is yet a locality around which clusters 
much historic interest-religious, political, ju
dicial, social, domestic. The spaciou~ mansion 
itself was a prodigy of the times, and the illus
trious family which occupied it the centre of 
great attraction. The founder of a new and 
untried system of government, there spent 
som~ of his happier hours, relaxing at times 
from the sc,·erc duties of his position, and in 
the enclosure of the family circle, partaking of 
the more quiet enjoyments of life; but these 
hours of recreation doubtless were mingled 
with seasons of thoughtful, and sometimes 
painful, solicitude, under the weight of the 
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great trust that had been committed to his 
care, and the heavy responsibilities he had 
accepted ancl assumed; yet he pursued his 
way amid the sunshine and the clouds which 
sometimes surrounded him, with unwavering 
trust in the triumph of his humane, liberal, 
just and Christian policy. The infant govern
ment of Pennsylvania received no inconsider
able portion of its nnrsing at Pennsbury, 

Penn's :Manor, as originally laid out by 
Markham, confained 84:31 acres-the land 
partly alluvial, and principally covered with 
forest. The boundaries were somewhat irreg
ular, but they bordered for several miles on 
the River Delaware, and extended several 
miles inland; they ~lso bordered on several 
tracts of land faken up by earlier settlers 
under the jurisdiction of the Governor of New 
York, and never belonged to the Penn Estate. 
About three miles intervene in :.i northerly 
direction between Bristol, Penna., and the 
nearest point in the original :Manor boundary. 

That portion of the domain lying between 
Governor's Creek and Welcome Creek, con-
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taining the site of the original mansion and its 
surrounding improvements, has been repre
sented, and with a degree of plausibility, as a 
noble island, an ancient Indi:i.n royalty, with 
affluents from the river bending ~everal times 
around it, chosen by chieftains nurtured in 
aboriginal warfare, as a position possessing 
many advantages for defense against their en
emies, and while in their possession bearing 
the n:i.mc of Scpassin. There is a portion of 
Penn's Manor formerly occupied by beds of 
creeks and affluents from and to the river, 
which is now cultirnted land, and this circum
stance may in a degree account for the changed 
appearance of the surface and surroundings. 
Pennsbury is not now upon an island. 

Upon the chosen situation, the agents of 
William Penn commenced building a habita
tion suitable for the governor of a great-.pro
vince, even before his first arrival in the coun
try. It was erected in 1682-3, and with the 
improvements, some of which were perhaps 
added at a later date, costs £5000, which was 
estimated in those days as a large sum of 
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money. The mansion was sixty feet in length, 
forty in bre::u.lth, and two stories high, built of 
bricks, and covered with tiles. There was a 
large reservoir for water on the top of the house, 
constructed of lend, and to the leakage from it 
was partly ascribed the premature decay of the 
building. It has also been said that much of 
the lead was pillaged at the time of the Revo
lutionary ,var, for "the purpose of moulding 
bullets. .Judging from relics found upon the 
premises, at least some of the window sash 
was likewise oflead. The out-houses-includ
ing a kitchen and larder, a wash-house, a 
house for brewing and baking, and a stable 
for twelve horses-were all buildings one and 
a half stories high, and are said to have been 
so disposed as to produce an effect agreeable 
and picturesque. The large wooden brew
house was more secluded : after this historic 
building, which has attracted so much curios
ity and been visited by so many people, was 

not needed or made use of for the special pur
pose of brewing, it was utilized as a farm-house 
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for many successive years; but it has now 
disappeured, except the foundations, which are 
still visible, 

The point has been somewhat controverted, 
but it is generally believed that. the mansion 
faced the Delaware ; its appearance has been 
represented as stately, and that the upper 
windows commanded a magnificent view of 
the river and of the opposite shores of New 
Jersey. The entrance was by stone.steps lead
ing to a handsome porch, on the oaken capitals 
of which were displayed car,ings of vines and 
clusters of grapes, imported by the Proprietor 
from England. The porch opened into a spa
cious hall extending nearly the whole length 
of the house, which was used upon public oc
casions, for the meeting of the council, for the 
accommodation of strangers and distinguished 
guests, for collective intercourse with the In
dian tribes, and probably for courts and reli
gious meetings, which it is asserted were held 
at the mansion. On the first. floor there was 
also a small hall, ancl three parlors, all wain
scotted with English oak and communicating 
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by folding doors. From information obtained 
through the instrumentality of .Tohn Penn, the 
great hall is represented as containing, among 
other articles of furniture, one long table, a 
supply of pewter plates ancl dishes, and sb: 
vessels for holding water or beer. It is pro
bable that this hall was also occupied upon 
various public occasions for the festh·e enter
tainment of William-Penn's numerous guests, 
among whom the Indians are said to have 
been the most frequent p:trt.-ikers of his hospi
tality. Information througl1 the same channel, 
giving a descriptive account of the varied fur
niture distributed through the three parlors 
and little hall, described a great leather chair 
in one of the apartments : this was probably 
used by the Governor upon import.-int public 
occasions. The same source of information 
describes the four chambers as being well 
supplied with beds, bedding, chairs, tables, 
etc. In one of them the bed curtains were of 
satin ; in another, of camlet; in another, of 
striped linen. The chambers in the garret 
were furnished with four beds. We also 



136 HISTORICAL SKETCHES 

gather from the same authority, that upon 
tl1e broad walk or avenue lined and shaded 
with poplars, extending from the man_sion to 
the ri,·er brink, and descending by a flig-ht of 
stone steps from the upper to the lower terrace, 
on one occasion the t..-ibles were spread for the 
festive entertainment of a large number of In
dian guests; ancl among the viands preparecl 
were one hundred turkeys, beside venison and 
other ments. 

The mansion stood upon a gentle elevation 
surrounded on all sides by gardens, fawns, 
shrubberies, and flower beds to which the 
most beautiful wild flowers found in the 
country, native and procurable, were trans
planted. The Proprietor has been represented 
as being extremely fond of a suitable country 
house with extensive gardens, and that he 
spare"d neither care nor money in order to 
make Pennsbury prominently attractive as a 
residence. He imported skilful gardeners, 
both from England and from Scotland. The 
gardens themselves were a marvel in the 
colony for their extensiveness, for their beauty, 
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for their attracti,·eness of location, and for the 
;;kill manifL•sted in their nmnagcment; various 
kinds of trees, shrul1s, sccLls and root-i wero 
imported from Englaml; mnong them walnuts 
and fruit tree:-. The adjacent wood:- were lahl 
out in walks aml dri,·es at the time of the 
Governor's first dsit to the _country, and he 
afterward, in se,·eral of his letkr:;, rcquirell 
the preserrntion of _ the tree:;. There were 
also more distant vistas, opening prospects 
down the Del:tware, an1l upward toward the 
falls. 

The Governor, lJoth on hi;; fir:-t and secoml 
visits to Pt•nnsylnrnia, imported valuable 
horses. The family had a large tmvding 
coach at its disposal, but owing to the fre
<1uent badn~ss of the n•ads it was not ve11· 
often callc<l i-nto service : a calash was a more 
frequent accommodation. Hannah :tnll Letitia, 
tl1e wife and <lau~hter of \Yilli:un Penn, rode 
in a Sellan chair when they went a-sliopping in 
the city. or visited their female friends in the· 
neighborhood, and judging from the circum
stance that :-e,·er:il si1lc-:-nLhlle:-: and pillion8 
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were founu in the m:insion after the family had 
ll'ft .America, it is re:isonahle to suppost: that 
the women to some extent practised liorseback 
riding. The Go,·ernor himself frequently rode 
around the country on horseback, but he gene
rally traveled between Pennsbury and Phila
delphia in his barge, to which he was very 
partial, manifesting peculiar interest in it; it 
was of consitlerable dimensions, furnished with 
a mast and six oars. In :t letter to his stew
ard, he says: "But aboYe all dead things, my 
barge. I hope nobody uses it on any account, 
and that she is kept in a dry dock, or at least 
covered from the weather." 

Isaac Norris thus writes of the Proprietor's 
wife when the family were about le,n·ing the 
country: "His excellent wife, and she is be
loved by all ( I belie\·e I mny say in its fullest 
extent) : so is her lea,·ing us hea,·y and of real 
sorrow to her friends ; she !ms c:trried under 
and through all with a wonderful evenness. 
humility and free<lom; her sweetness and 
goodness have become her clrn.racter, and are 
indeed extraordinary. In short, we lo,·e her, 
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and she deserves it." Letitia, the daughter of 
"rilliam and Gulielma Penn, has been repre
sentecl as very interesting and attractive: the 
certific:1.tc setting forth membership and re
moval granted by her friends in a collective 
capacity, upon her return to England, por
tmyecl their estimation of her merits in lan
gLtage very appreciath·e. But it rul.S been 
reprcscnt_cd, tha.t the~e two worthy females, 
Ifannah and Letitia Penn, after the novelty of 
the wilderness had passed :1.way, had no cor
dial love for the country of their adoption, and 
had more than once invitecl the Proprietor to 
tnke them back to their beloved England ; 
that they were in :1. :flutter of delight at the 
prospect of lea,'ing America; and that they 
themselves, were perhaps the only persons in 
J>ennsylrnnia. who rejoiced at their departure. 

Isaac .Norris al:.o writes: "The Governor's 
wife and daughter are well; their little son. a. 

lo,·cly babe; his wife is a woman truly well 
belo,·e<l here, exemplary in her station, and of 
an excellent spirit, which add:. lustre to her 
character, and has :1. great plncc in the he-.1.rts 
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of :ill people. " Deborah Log:m mentions a 
tradition hc:ml in ·11er youth from an oh! 
woman in Bucks County, " who went, when 
she was :1 i:,-irl, with :i basket containing a 
rural pre:,;ent to the Proprietor's mansion, and 
saw hi:,; wife, :t delicate, pretty woman, sitting 
beside the cradle of her infant," The child 
which is here brought into noti.:c was pro
bably the one, and the only one of."Willi:im 
Penn's children born in .America. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

It has been said that "\Villiam Penn died a 
slaYeholder, but if so, it is manifest that it ,vas 
unintentional ; although there is reason to be
lieve that slaves continued to be appendages 
to the estate at Pennsbury after he left Penn
sylvania for the last time, and even at the time 
of his decease in 1718, and for se,·eral years 
after; yet, as he sets forth in a will which is 
still extant, made in 1701, containing this 
clause: " I gh·e to my blacks their freedom, 
as is under my hand already, and to Old Sam 
100 acres, to be his children's after he and 
his wife are dead, " it is not likely that he 
changed his mind afterwards, but more pro
bable that those entrusted with his American 
affairs, were embarrassed in carrying out his 
benevolent intentions. The following is from 
a letter dated in 1721, from James Logan to 
Hannah Penn: 
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"The Proprietor, in a will left with me at 
his departure hence, gn.ve all his negroes their 
freedom, but this is entirely' privn.te: however 
there n.re very few left. 

" Sn.m died soon n.fter your depn.rture, and 
his brother James lately, Chevn.lier by n. writ
ten order from bis master, had his liberty 
several years ago ; so that there are none left 
but Sue, whom Letitfa claims, or did cln.im, 
as giYcn to her when she went to England. 
These things you can best discuss. 

"There are, besides, two old negrocs, quite 
worn, that remained of three which I received 
eighteen years ago of E. Gibbs' Estate of New 
Castle County. " 

It may be that some of those slaves, advanc
ing as they were in age, were retained in an 
unch~nged condition, for the humane purpose 
of supporting them out of the estate in their 
declining years. "\iVilliam Penn's last "ill 
makes no allusion to property in slaves. 

When it became known among the Indians 
that Onas, as they called the Proprietor, was 
about to leave the country, a large number of 
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them flocked to Pennsbury, to renew their 
covenants, and to bid him farewell: many of 
them were sad under a fear and an impression 
that he would never return ; hovering around 
his promises of friendship, protection and jus
tice with increasing tenacity, ancl anxious lest 
those who were left in trust of the administra
tion of his affairs in his absence might not 
prove satisfactory. This gathering together of 
the Indians at Pennsbury upon the eve of the 
Governor's absence from the province, was a 
memorable and important occasion; they met 
in council, and for themseh-es and people, re
specth·ely, expressed their earnest solicitude 
that all their former covenants might remain 
inviolate, and agreed, and earnestly urged, 
that if any differences should arise amongst 
them, such might not be made the occasion 
of alienation ancl hostility between William 
Penn or his people and the Indian chiefs or 
their people; but that justice should be done 
under all circumstances, that all animosities 
on all sides might be forever prevented. 
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W c can scarcely sufficiently appreciate in 
this day the ad,·antages which resulted from 
William Penn's pacific policy towards the In
dians, and his consequent influence over them. 
The mutual hatreds and jealousies between 
whites· and Indians which prevailed in other 
colonies, and impeded their prosperity, were 
obviated here; and the early settlers, while 
pressed with the cares ancl privations of pion
eer life, experienced not only their friendship, 
but their services . 

• J. Richardson, of England, has left an in
teresting account of a ·dsit which he made at 
Pennsbury in the year 1701 or 1702. The 
following are extracts from his memoranda: 

"I was at William Penn's country house, 
called Pennsbury, in Pennsylvania, where I 
stayed two or three days, on one of which I 
was at a meeting and a marriage. Much of 
the other part of the time I spent in seeing to 
my satisfaction \Villiam Penn and many of 
the Indians, not the least of them, in council 
concerning their former covenants, now again 
revived upon William Penn's going away to 
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Engln.nd, all of which was done in much calm
ness of temper and in an amicable way. 

"When they had ended the most weighty 
parts for which they ( their councils) had been 
held, William Penn gave them match coats 
and some other things, which the speaker ad
vised to be put into the hands of one of their 
cossacks or kings, for l_ie knew best how to 
order them. I observed, and also beard the 
same from others, that they did not speak two 
at a time, nor interfere in the least with each 
other in that way in their councils. Their eat
ing and drinking was also in much stillness. 

"William Penn said he understood they 
owned a Superior Power, and asked the inter
preter what their notion of God was in their 
own way. The interpreter showed by· mark
ing several cirrles on the ground with his staff, 
until he reduced the last into a small circum
ference, and plnced, as he said by way of re
presentation, the Great Mun, as they called 
him, in the middle of the circle, so that he 
could see over all the other circles, which in
cluded all the eart,h. 
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"They went out of the house into an open 
place not far from it to perform their worship, 
which was done thus: First they made a, small 
fire, and the men without the women sat down 
about it in a ring, and wluitsoe,·er object they 
severally fixed their eyes on, I clid not see 
them removed in all that part of their -wor
ship, while they sang a very melodious hymn, 
which affected and tendered the hearts of 
many who were spectators. ,vhen they had 
thus done, they began to beat upon the 
ground with little sticks, or make some mo
tion with something in their hands, and 
pause a little, till one of the elder sort sets 
forth his hymn, followed by the company for 
a. few. minutes, and then a pause; and the 
like was done by another, and so by a third, 
and followed by the company as at first; 
which seemed exceedingly to affect them and 
others. Having done, they rose up and 
danced a little about the fire, and parted 
with some shouting like triumph or rejoic
ing." 
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There is scope for thoughtfulness in the re• 
membrunce that this interesting people has 
long since passed away from a large space of 
country which spreads around Pennsbury
a people so sincere in their devotions, so moral 
in their lh•es, so warm in their attachments, 
so unaltera.ble in their friendships; no linger
ing remnant remains to represent the race of 
their worthy fo.thers, or-exibit the attainments 
in civil and religious progress of which it was 
doubtless susceptible. 

And as the persona.I presence of William 
Penn among the poor Indians was marked by 
many testimonials of affection on their pa.rt, 
and as their friendship was pure, it was deeply 
rooted and lasting, time and dista.nce did not 
wear it out; the memory thereof was precious 
to them, and they' exhibited evidence of it long 
after William Penn had passed a.way. It ap• 
pea.rs they had a veneration for Pennsbury on 
account of associations connected with it, and 
some tribes were wont to perform annual Yisits 
to the locality. These visits were continued 
until late in the last century, and perhaps 
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were continued until a later period of time. 
An eye-witness. wl10 had been a young girl 
residing with the family occupying the brew
house dwelling :lbout the time to which refer
ence has been made, represented that among 
the annual visitors were some of great age; 
and at that period there yet remained some of 
the walnut trees that William Penn had 
planted, and these were objects to which they 
clung with howling :md lamentation, appa
r . .mtly frantic with grief, yet with wild enthu
sias~ic fondness. Some of these aged children 
of the forest had knowledge of William Penn 
personally as well as from tradition, and there 
must haYe been something touching in these 
exhibitions of true-hearted affection for his 
memory, which still remained so fresh and 
lively, so long after his earthly pilgrimage 
haa ended. 

The bursts of affection with which the poor 
Indians sometimes greeted their friend \Yil
liam Penn were somewhat singular in exhi
bition, and, although doubtless annoying, per
haps were not altogether displeasing to his 
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generous feelings. If tradition truly repre
sents, these wu.rm-hcartcd cren.turcs upon or~e 
occruiion met him on the routl in the neighbor~ 
hood of Pennsbury riding in his coach, :md 
from the impulse of the moment, drew him 
from it, and wrapped their blankets around 
him in token of affection : and so impetuous 
was their zeal to manifest their friendship and 
attachment, tlmt all ·danger from the fright of 
horses was unheeded, o,·erlooked, or not com
prehencled, and it was needful for the drh·er 
to tie them·to trees for safety. 

The G-o,·err.v1· of a great province sometimes 
condescended to the low estate of the simple
hearted and confiding lndi.tns, partu.king of 
their ,·cnison. their hominy, their roasted 
ncorns, and other Indian dainties, joining in 
their athletic sports, and sometimes rivalling 
them in feats of agility ; with all of which they 
were immensely.pleased. 

The Indians l)ore fre<tnent testimony that 
"William Penn had ue,·er deceived them, and 
unbounded was their confidence in his integri
ty : doubtless it was good policy in him to 
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cultin1te their friendship; but apart from 
every temporal consideration, they possessed 
a large share of his sympathy, brotherly kind
ness and disinterested love. 

There is something truly pleasing in look
ing back to the beginnings and a~vance, the 
manifestations, comforts, and good fruits of the 
friendship which continued to subsist between 
William Penn and the Indians. Although he 
possessed the land which had descended to 
them from their fathers, and they were exiles 
from it, still that friendship remained unim
paired. "\,Vere we now to look abroad over 
the scattered remnants of our Indian popula
tion, how few examples of warm attachment, 
unwavering friendship, :ind bursts of affection 
would be manifested at the presence of those 
tha~ have been instrumental in dispossessing 
them· of their ancient inheritance, and how 
few would be the testimonials to the justice 
ancl generosity of these. 

A. scanty remnant of one or two of the old 
cherry trees, which it is said William Penn 
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planted with his own hands, is still obtainnble 
as relics. A portion of the brick· pavement 
which constituted the cellar floor of the man
sion, is now an unaltered portion of the cellar 
floor of the attractive modern farm-house built 
partly upon the foundations of its ancient but 
more pretentious predecessor. The occupants 
of the present dwelling are supplied with ex
cellent water from a ,t_ell near the door~ from 
the same well which, yielding the like pure 
and refreshing water, contributed to the neces
sities and comforts of the Penn family in days 
which have long since passed away. The wor
thy farmer who now owns ancl occupies the 
premises, bears the mtme of William Penn 
Crozier. 

The ancient improvements ancl the forests 
have nearly' all disappeared from Pennsbury 
and its adjacent surroundings, but the site of 
the mansion is still there, and the river pur
sues its wonted course as when the Propri
etor of a great province, and the introducer 
of a new, and to the world novel, system of 



~o\·ern11wnt. launchl•<l hi,; favorite barge upon 

it:-1 w:1\·e:-1 or tranquil water:,;, an<l perhaps 

contemplatin;.r th•· rapi,lly appro:iching period 
when the pro/.,\'l'c:-,- nf ci\·ifomtion would change 

the syl\':111 :-cenl' lwti,n• him, and hi:-1 hencv

olent exertion,.; to implant the hlc:-1sing:; of 

,·i\·il awl rcli.!,\'iou:-1 lil,crty hl• crow11e1l with 
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