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Near the center of the village of Collegeville, Pennsylvania, about
two blocks removed from the main street, there is a small stone tower,
circular in shape, about the size of the usual mausoleum, located in the
center of a ten acre grove of beautiful trees.  Within this tower there is a
marble marker, hearing this inscription:

THIS BUILDING
MARKS THE SITE OF
THE FIRST FEMALE COLLEGE
IN U. S. A.
FOUNDED 1851 BY
JAMES WARRENE SUNDERLAHD, LL.D.

THIS MEMORIAL
ERECTED BY
FRANCIS J. CLAMER
AND FAMILY
1920

On this site stood Pennsylvania Female College, not to he confused
with another college by the same name in Pittsburgh, which was contem.
porary with the later years of existence of this college and which is still
in operation. Its interest to the writer lies in its proximity to his former
home, in the relations which it bore to Ursinus College and its ‘prcdeccssor.
Freeland Seminary, also located at Collegeville, the recent field of the
writer’s educational activity, and finally, in the claim of the alumni of this
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institution to priority in the organization of a
chartered college exclusively for women in
the United States. We shall reseive the
question of priority to a later portion of this
account.

James Warrene Sunderland came to
Collegeville, then known as Frecland, one
mile from Perkiomen Bridge Post Office,
by quite unexpected circumstance, in 1848,
Reverend Abram Humnsicker, a resident of
Freeland, whose father had come from
Switzerland to America in 1717 and had
settled in Germantown, founded a seminary
for young men at Freeland in 1848, known
as Frecland Seminary. This institution has
since become Ursinus College. Mr., Hun-
sicker's son, Rev. Henry A. Hunsicker, was

':';S:V’"s:;'“::f‘?}:t"::",:‘ll;;g;‘ principal of this seminary. During the sum-

FEMALE COLLEGE mer of 1848 Mr, Henry Hunsicker advertised
for a teacher of the Classics and Mathematics.
J. Warrene Sunderland saw and answered the advertisement.

Mr. Sunderland was born in Exeter, Vermont, on Fehiuary 19, 1813.
He was of English descent.  The family name was dcrivc(f from one
Henry Spencer, who was created Earl of Sunderland by Charles 1 in 1643,
On his mother’s side his ancestors were English folk who came to Massa-
chusetts in the carly days of the colony and afterward followed Roger
Williams into Rhode ]sfnnd. In boyhood he led a rather adventurous
carcer. One of his exploits was a voyage through the Mediterrancan.
He was on the flag-ship Asia in cmmnnnf]z of Captain Codrington when
the allied fleets of England. France, and Russia attacked and destroyed
the Turkish squadron in the harbor of Navarino, October 20, 1827. The
result of this action insured the independence of Greece. Two years before
this Mr. Sunderland, a mere youth, devised a machine for the spinning of
wool directly from the carding machines, a device which was later per-
fected by someone clse to whom he sold it.

We next hear of Mr. Sunderland at Kendrick College, near St. Louis,
Missouri. He had graduated from Wesleyan College, Middletown,
Connecticut, and was teaching in Kendrick. He nlminc(? such distinction
in the West that a group of wealthy men had agreed to finance a college for
young men of which Mr, Sunderland was to be president. He spent his
vacation in the summer of 1848 at his home in Rhode Island, and while
stopping in Philadelphia on his return West, learned of a serious out-
break of yellow fever. in St. Louis, which led to the suspension of the
college plan there. It was then that Mr. Sunderland saw Mr. Hunsicker's
advertisement for a teacher. Through this medium, Mr. Hunsicker hecame
acquainted with the young teacher and persuaded him to join his faculty.
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During his service at Freeland Seminary, Mr. Sunderland prepared a num-
ber of young men for Yale and Harvard, among them the late Honorable
Wayne S. McVeagh, lawyer, statesman, diplomat, and Sccretary of the
Treasury of the United States, His wife, Nﬁs. LuAnnie Sunderland, gave
lessons in painting and drawing in Freeland Seminary and taught in the
day school of the ncighborhomﬁ which adjoined the seminary.

Into the mind of Rev. Abram Hunsicker, proprictor of Frecland
Semiary, came the idea of organizing a seminary for young ladies that
might offcr the same facilities to young women which were afforded at
his son’s seminary. When this i(i,ca was presented to Mr. Sunderland
some time after his coming to Freeland, e adopted it, and was desirous
of establishing such a school, but he lacked the means. Thereupon this
same Abram Hunsicker, patron of learning, advanced the funds and
fostered the infant institution until it could advance unassisted.

Accordingly, on April 7, 1851, Madame LuAnnie Sunderland opened
a private seminary for young ladies in a dwelling house opposite Free-
land Seminary and in the adjacent day school. There were seven teachers,
forty-one day students, one boarder, and seven “visiting” students from
nearby counties; there was a special class in drawing for young men from
Ireeland Sewinary, but this was discontinued after the first session. The
total enrollment of young women for the first year was fifty-seven. A
properly of twenty-six acres overlooking the beautiful stream known as
the Perkiomen, and not far from Freeland Seminnry, was purchased, and
ground was broken in the same year for a new building for the seminary—
a stone structure four stories high, and calculated to accommodate one
hundred pupils. The school opened in the new building October 27 of the
same year (1851) under the name MONTGOMERY FEMALE SEMINARY,
from the county of its location. The first catalogue of this instituticn
announces Abram Hunsicker and J. W, Sundcrlnntf as joint founders, In
the first two years of the existence of this seminary there were in attendance
a total of more than two hundred young women.

In the meantime Mr. Sunderland was mapping out a plan for a
college—and this time for young women. Montgomery Seminary was to
be a preparatory school for ﬁnis projected institution, an institution
radically unlike the exisiting seminaries for women of his day. No
copies of the curriculum of Montgomery Seminary have been found,
‘previous lo its incorporation into Pennsylvaniu Female College, but it is
obvious that Mr. Sunderland was taking what for Pennsylvania at least was
a most forward step in projecting this institution. In Pennsylvania seventy
years ago, housework and motherhood were conceded to be the sphere of
woman’s duties in life, and should mark the limits of her ambition.
Higher education for women at that time was not a popular idea with the
conservative Pennsylvanians, and it was no ordinary undertaking to brave
the prejudices of tinc surrounding neighborhood as well as to battle with
interested opposition by attemplting to establish and maintain this type of
institution.  On April 6, 1853, the legislature of the state of Pennsylvania

5



passed an act to incorporate the Pennsylvania Female College, which
conferred upon Montgomery Female Seminary the rights, privileges, and
responsibilities of a standard college.

The Act, which became the basic charter of the college follows, s
found in “Laws of Pennsylvania—1853":

No. 217
AN ACT

To incorporate the Pennsylvania Femule College
CoRPORATION, STYLE AN PRIVILECGES.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvanio in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, that there shall be and herchy is established near
Perkiomen Bridge, so called, in the county of Montgomery, an institution of learning
for the education of girls and young women in any and all the useful and orna-
mental branches of education, by the name, style, and title of “The Pennsylvania
Female College”, under the care and direction of a board of trustees, not exceeding
twenty-five in number, who, with their successors in office, shall be and are herchy
declared to he one hody politic and corporate, in deed and in law, to be known by the
name, style, and title of “The Pennsylvania Female College,” and by the same
shall have perpetual succession, and shall be able to sue and he sued, to plead and be
impleatled, in all courts of law and equity, and shall be capable in law and equity
to take, hold, and purchase. for the bhenefit and use of said college, lands, goods,
chattels, and moneys, of any kind whatever, hy gift, grant, conveyance, devise or
bequest, from any person or persons whomsoever capable of making the same, and the
same from time to time 1o sell, convey, mortgage, or dispose of, for the use and
benefit of said college, and they shall have power to erect such buildings as may be
necessary for the purposes of said college, and to provide libraries, apparatus, an all
other needful means of imparting a fuﬁ and thorough course of instruction in any
or all the departments of science, literature, and the liberal arts, and to do all and
singular the matters and things which may be lawful for them to do for the well-
being of said college, and for the due management and ordering of the affairs thereof.

TRUSTEES

Section 2. That for the present the trustees of the said college shall be
James Warrene Sunderland, John R. Grigg, Matthias lHaldeman, Willilam B. Hahn,
and Wright Bringhurst, who, or any three of them, on and after the passage of
this act, shall have power 1o organize the said hoard of trustees, and after the said
organization, three members of the said board shall constitute a quorum to do
business at any mecting called in due form, according to the by.Jaws established
by said board.

Trusteks To  Fur  Vacancis

Section 3. ‘That the hoard of trusices shall have power to fill all vacancies in
their own body, to appoint such officers and agents for their own hody as may be
deemed expedient, and to adopt and establish their own by.laws and regulations;
they shall appoint a president and faculty of instruction, who shall be charged
wi((n the direction and management of the literary affairs of the college, prescribe
the course of study, text-books to he used, and the discipline for the government
of the pupils; the president or any members of the {aculty may he removed from office
whenever in the opinien of the board of trustees such removal is necessary to the
interests of the institution,



Facurty 10 CoN°fFer  DECREES,

Section 4. That the faculty shall have power to confer suzh literary degrees
and academic honors as are usually granted by colleges, upon such pupils es shall
have completed in a satisfactory manner the prescribed course of study.

APPROPRIATION oF MoNEYS

Section 5. That the trustees shall faithfully appropriate all moneys and other
effects that may come into their hands for the sole bhenefit of the said institution, nor
shall any bequest or donation made to and accepted by the said hoard for specific
educational objects, ever be diverted from the purposes designated by the donor.

Abpmisston  or  Purus.

Section 6. That the college shall always'be open to the admission of pupils
of all religious denominations, who exhibit a fair moral character and are willing
to yield a ready obedience to the general regelations prescribed for the conduct of
the pupils and the government of the institution.

Missomer  Proviso

Sectional 7. That no misnomer of said corporation shall defeat or annul any
gift, grant, devise, or bequest, 1o or from the said corporation; Provided, that the
intent of the parties shall sufficiently appear upon the face of the gift, will, or
writing, whereby any estate or interest was intended to be passed to or from the

said corporation.
W. P. Scuen

Speaker of the House of Representatives
Tio. Carson
Speaker of the Senate

Approvet-=The sixth day of April, one thousand cight hundred and fifty-three.
Wwm. BieLen

Four days later the corporators named in this charter met in Mr.
Sunderland’s office, and solemnly put into effect the plans for the opevation
of this new institution. The first catalogue showed an attendance of ezne
hundred students with a teaching staff of nine.

The resources of the new college were very meagre. They had $4000
in cash, some Western lands upon which a temporary loan was cffected—
this land later sold for 816,000—and a loan from an unnamed friend—
probably Rev. Abram Hunsicker. The prosperity of the college during its
existence may be judged by the fact that without one dollar of endowment,
or gifts of money or land, the entire college property at the close of the
college in 1880 was debt free, purchased from the profits of the enterprise,
and that 833,000 had been offered and refused for it several times. In
the Reports of the United States Commissioner of Education after 1870
the valuation was reported at $50,000.

The wim purpose and scope of this institution as outlined in 1853, its
first year as a college, can be best outlined by the following statement
appearing in the catalogue for that year:

“The Pennsylvania Female College was cstablished in the fall of 1851, for the
Education of Young lLadies, in the various useful branches of Learning. During the

last winter, in order to extend its usefulness, and give to it a more comprehensive
and permanent character, it was by act of the General Assembly of the Common.
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wealth, erected into a College proper, and vested with all the privileges of the most
favoured universities, including legal authority to grant Diplomas, and confer upon
its pupils Degrees in Literature and the Liberal Arts.

“The Board of Trust, created by the act of the Legislature, and charged with the
management of the general interests of the institution, are happy in being able thus
early to announce to the public, that the new organization in accordance with the
provisions of their Charter, has been completed, and the Establishment is now in
successful operation as a regular College.

“To its former friends and patrons the Board need only state that the Institu.
tion will continue, as heretofore, under the supervision and direction of Mr. Sunderland,
assisted by a full and efficient Board of Instruction, and will he conducted on the
same judicious and liberal principles that formerly characterized his administration
ol its affairs,

“The primary object with the projectors and friends of this enterprise has been,
to build up in our midst a Seminary of the highest grade, where the citizens of
Pennsylvania, and the wdjoining states, might obtain for their daughters an educa-
tion as thorough and comprchensive as can be had in the bhest  establishments of the
country; and yet, at an expense so moderate as to bring it within reach of those
of limited resources.

“It is an axiom in the theory of Republicanism, that every child should be
educated; and it would seemn from the liberal provision made in most of the states for
free schools, and from #ie numerous seminaries of a higher grade established by
public and privale munificence, that there could be no lack of cducational facilities in
onr land; yet it is a lamentable fact that the benefits of these are confined almost
exclusively to one of the sexes, while the other is left without any adequate provision
for thorough systematic culture,

“Of the multitudes of privale seminaries for the cducation of young ladies, that set
up claims to public patronage, some can hardly be said to educate in any sense of
that term; while others that are really meritorious, are so cxpensive as to be inaccess-
ible to many who would be glad to avail themselves of their advantages.

“It is a desideratum, then, to provide educational establishments where the
daughters of the less affluent, in common with those of the wealthy, can enjoy the
means neccssary lo the full expansion and development of their powers. {n pro-
jecting this institution, we have endeavored to attain this end—to combine economy
in expense with thoroughness in mental training and comprehensiveness in attain-
ments. How far we have succeeded, the public must examine and judge for them-
selves.
“If the faviur already extended us is to be taken as their verdict, we have no
reason to be discouraged. Though our Halls were first opened for the reception of
pupils as recently as the 27th of October, 1851, we have since had in attendance
about two hundred Ladies, from diflerent sections of the country; and we trust that
we have put an impress upon some of these minds that will speak well for thorough
systematic training, and demonstrate the practicability of elevating the standard of
intellectual culture among Females.

“We are among those who helieve that the female mind is endowed with powers
and capabilities quite equal to those of the other sex; and no sufficient reason can be
assigned why they should not he as fully developed and carefully cultivated. Tt will,
therefore, be a primary object with us, to arouse public attention to the importance of a
more practical and liberal education for 1'oman—to impress upon parents the necessity
of providing for their daughters that kind and amount of instruction and training,
mental, moral, and physical, that will more fully qualify them for the efficient dis-
charge of the duties of life.

“Our plan contemplates a two-fold object. First, to provide correct and thorough
instruction in the ordinary branches of learning, at =0 chcap a rate as to bring it
within the reach of all; second, to afford to cuch young ladies as may desire to
pursue a more cxtensive course in the sciences and liberal arts, an opportunity of
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doing so, under circumstances as favorable as those enjoyed by the other sex at
our most respectable Colleges.

“Accordingly the Seminary comprises a PREPARATORY SCHOOL, and the
COLLEGE PROPER.

“In the former, girls will be accurately taught all the indispensable, with many
of the useful and ornamental branches ol education; in the {;llcr. a liberal, yet
practical course of study has heen laid out, comprising a due proportion of the Exact
and Physical Sciences, with the Languages, Belles Lettres, and the Ornamental
Branches, contemplating for its accomplishment a period of three years” (later, four),
“for which competent lnstructors, the necessary apparatus, Libraries, etc., are already
provided in part, and will be increased as occasion may require.

“Any young lady completing this course, and sustaining satisfactory examinations
on the same, shall receive an appropriate Diploma; and will be entitled 10 a Laureate
as significant and valuable as that conferred on young men at inslitutions of a
vorresponding grade.

“{n both departments, the course of instruction and discipline will have reference
not only to the development of the intellectual powers, but to the education of the
physicul system, and the culture of the heart. The healthy action of the body is con-
sidered as essential to mental vigor and correct moral sentiment, as it is indispensable
to personal comfort and happiness.

“In the construction of the College Edifice, therefore and in the projection and
improvement of the surrounding grounds, as well as in the selection of the site itself,
such regard has been had to the great laws of health which relate to air, exercise,
and water, as, it is helieved, will secure to pupils the full enjoyment of that inesti-
mable blessing, so far as it depends on the due attention to these.

“The site occupies a heautiful eminence on the banks of ‘the beautiful Perkioming’,
overlooking that romantic stream spanned with its noble Bridge, and meandering
through one of the most charming vales imaginable. The main edifice is a handsome
structure of stone, forty feet by seventy-five, four stories high, and calculated to
accommodate one hundred pupils. The arrangements, hoth for domestic and school
purposes, are periect in thesr adaptation to their appropriate ends. The Study Halls,
L.ecture Rooms, Dormitories, and Refectory, are spacious and airy, and furnished
with every requisite for the health, comfort and convenience of the pupil. The
establishment is bountifully supplied with pure water, and is provided with warm,
vold, and shower baths; to which under proper regulation, all the pupils have access.”

It is apparent from the above that Dr. Sunderland had in mind the
more extensive higher education of women, than was prevalent; on the
other hand, it cannot be entirely inferred from the above that he believed
that he was projecting a type or grade of institution that was non-existent
clsewhere. 1t is obvious that the higher education of women was not com-
mon practice. It is also clear that he believed that woman was capable of
cducation on an equal basis with man. While he a.. »st states that the
college will provide facilities and curricula equal to those of men’s
colleges, he does not unequivocally make that statement until 1873, when
he states that graduation at this college means the same as graduation from
colleges for the other sex. In any case, it is clear that Dr. Sunderland
was not following a beaten track, and that he was doing real pioneer
work in the higher education of women.

Note—Many have expressed surprise at reference to shower-baths as a part of the
school equipment in 1853, in view of the introduction of the bath-tub about this time
Old graduates of the college who have heen questioned, do not recall tha! there were
f»uc'l baths. The term probably hore a differemt significance than that which it now
ears.



In a day when sectarian institutions of higher learning were the rule,
it is notable that Pennsylvania Female College was non-sectarian. In the
catalogue for 1853 the following statement as to the religious character of
the institution occurs:

“It is the settled purpose of the managers of this College, that its usefulness shall
not be circumsecribed by giving to it a Sectarian character; and they pledge themselves,
that no undue influence shall be permitted o hias the religious sentiments of those
committed to their charge. Yet, believing it is a duty incumbent on every Literary
institution, to recognize the obligativns of religion, and to inculcate the exalted virtues
and pure precepts of morality taught by the great Founder of Christianity, they feel
that their attainments would be seriously defective without some provision for domestic
worship. To give the school, therefore, as much as possible, the character of a well-
ordered Christian household, devotional exercises, consisting of prayer and the read-
ing of appropriate portions of the Scripture, will be regularly oLscrved. Each pupil
will also be expected to attend public worship on the Sabbath, at such church—there
being several in the neighborhood—as she or her parents may designate,

“When the weather is unfavourable v going out, Sabbath exercises will be had
at the College.”

The aim of the institution varied little throughout its history. The
following statement of principles in the catalogue for 1873, twenty ycars
after its chartering, enunciates more definitely perhaps the original aim.

“This cpllege was projected in 1851, The object was to provide better facilities
for the liberal education of women than were to he met with in the Female Semi-
naries of that day.

“Starting upon the theory that all whose means and circumstances will admit,
ought to be educated, intellectually, morally, and physically, to the full measure
of their capabilities without regard to any particular vocation in after life or any
peculiar sphere of sex, we undertook to provide adequate means for such young women
as might choose to avail themselves of them, for the practical application of this idea.
A curriculum of studies embracing all branches from the rudiments up to the highest
departments of the liberal arts and sciences was marked out, and arrangements made
to supply competent Tuition in each as might be needed.

“An inspection of these courses of study will show them to he ample, varied
and complete, and skilfully adapted to the highest improvement of both intellect and
character. Our methods of instruction combine acquisition with development, the
accumulation of useful knowledge with the thorough training of the faculties. Of
course it is not expected that every girl who enters our College. will complete the
entire curriculum of studies, nor even that portion of it prescribed for graduation,
Parents can select the particular branches they desire their daughters to pursue,
and give such general direction to their raurse of cducation as in their judgment
since calculated best to accomplish the purposes in view. Yet. we most decidedly
recommend all whose means and circumstances will permit, to pursuc the Regular
Course to graduation, and thus secure that thorough mental discipline and culture
that will be found so indispensable to the coming women in the discharge of the
duties and responsibilities of life.”

In the catalogue of the same year, the following statement regarding
graduation appears:

“And here it may he proper to remark that GRADUATION at this College
means the same as it does at lge regular colleges for the other sex. We hold legal
authority, by charter from the Commonwealth, to confer Degrees and award Diplomas,
which is the fact with but very few Seminaries for ladies, notwithstanding most
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of them, even down to those of very humble pretensions, profess to ‘graduate’ their
pupils. We stand pledyed to the Republic of Letters that these honors shall represent
in our Graduates al least the average amount of attitainment required in American

colleges.”
It is certain that the curriculum laid down compared most favorably
with that of Vassar and Yale, during the later years of the college.

The success of the new undertaking seems to have amply proved its
wisdom. In the three decades of the college’s life, more than twenty-
five hundred young women enjoyed its liberal training according to the
estimates of Mrs. J. W, Sunderland and Miss May Field McKean, Honor-
ary President of the Glenwood Association of the Pennsylvania Female
College, an alumnae body, who wrote a brief sketch of the college in 1917.
Many of these students were registered as academic or preparatory, rather
than as college students. Miss McKean estimates that one hundred and
five young women received the Bachelor's degree upon the completion of
the course. They came from a number of states and scattered out into
almost every part of the country., They were particularly in demand
as teachers in Seminaries. Dr. Lewis Harley points out that “during the
first three years of its existence, teachers were furnished for schools and
colleges in ten different states.” Some of these graduates found their
way into the state normal schools as teachers; some became public
lecturers and elocutionists, while some took up the practice of medicine.

Because of Dr. Sunderland’s advancing
years and ill-health, the College: came under
the direction of Professor Josizh P. Sherman
in 1868. Prof. Sherman was bern at New-
castle. Maine in 1823, and was educated at
Newcastle Academy and Bowdoin College.
For five vears he was a teacher at Phoenix-
ville, Pa., and for the fifteen subsequent years
was Superintendent of Schools at Potisville,
Pa. For five years he directed the affairs of
the college, resigning to attach himself to
Tuscarora Seminary. When he removed to the
latter institution, some of his pupils followed
him there. At the age of sixty Dr. Sunder-
land again assumed leadership of the School
and continued it through the years of its de-
cline until 1880, when he closed its doors. The
enrollment suffered as a result of the Civil

JOSIAH P. SHERMAN. A. M. War which resulted in the withdrawal of all
second presioent. pennsyivania  young women from the Southern States. The
FEMALE cOLLEGE chief cause of its decline is attributed to the

rise of the state normal school in Pennsyl.
vania, whose growth was greatly stimulated by the fostering of the
State.  This college passed out of existence along with the
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academies and other seminaries which lacked the substantial endowments
necessary to their continued progress, and whose place was taken
by the high school in the secondary field, and by the more highly endowed
women’s colleges in the field of higher education. This was also the per-
iod of the beginning of coeducation in the colleges of Pennsylvania.

Mrs. Sunderland, second, and widow of Dr. Sunderland in an address
before the Montgomery County Historical Society, September 14, 1898,
said:

“The question so often asked, viz. why should the institution so unexpectedly
abandon its welldoing, has yet, 1 helieve never been answered authoritatively and
perhaps ought to be explained before the last opportunity for doing so shall have
pussed away . ... The State Government has monopolized the secular husiness of

training school teachers lor their profession by instituting normal schools throughout
its jurisdiction, and by subsidizing their graduates to cooperate in accomplishing its

peculiar purposes.”
Mrs. Sunderland then complains of the opposition of the State Sperintendent ol

Public Instruction, of the county superintendents, local directors, and of the “im.
proved teachers” who “appcar to have entered into a kind of closed corporation de-
termined to manipulatc and manage the entire husiness of the public school system,
and all the Normai and High Schools of the Commonwealth . . ..

“We are simply trying to show why the Pennsylvania Female Cuiiege after iwenty-
five years of scholastic work, thought it prudent 1o retire from the educational arena.
We could nog hope to successfully compete with the enormous power and resources of
the State. All the circumstances then existing served to indicate that our useful work
was finished, and the mission of the institution fulfilled.”

All estimates of Dr. Sunderland’s personality and character agree
in emphasis upon his kindly, fatherly manner. He has been described by
his pupils as a well-nigh ideal instructor. During the carly years of his
service to the college, his complexion was very dark, and at one time during
the Civil War when feeling ran high among the girls, he was characterized
by a young woman student whose sympathies were with the South, as a
“low black Republican”, to which upon Lcaring the cause of the excitement
Dr. Sunderland replied that he hoped the girls would not make him blacker
than he was. Dr. Sunderland is still the patron saint of the old graduates
who come annually to Collegeville for their reunion.

ORGANIZATION

The organization of the Board or Corporation authorized by the charter
has already been described. Wright A. Bringhurst, Esq., servéd as its
first President; Matthias Haldeman, Esq., as Secretary, with William B.
Hahn, M. D., John R. Grigg, M. D., J. Warrenne Sunderland, LL: D., and
I. Daniel Rupp, Esq., the other members. All were local residents. Dr.
Grigg resided in Evanshurg, one mile distant, and later (1863-66) became
Prothonotary of Montgomery County. He also served as attending
nhyt;i}c‘ian at the college, and as lecturer on Physiology and the Laws of

ealth.

The catalogue for 1857 lists two additions to the memebrship of the
corporation—namely, Jacoh Weidle, Esq., of Lebanon and J. Breitenbach,
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M. D., of Myerstown. In 1861 we find the membership unchanged except
that Dr. Sunderland now acts as its Secretary.

In 1864 we no longer find Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Rupp, Mr. Weidle, or
Dr. Breitenbach on the corporation. A number of new names appear:
Samuel Gross Fry, kEsq., Philadelphia; Rev. William Magee, Philadel-
phia; Frank M. Hobson, Esq., Freeland (later treasurer of Ursinus
College) ; Capt. T. W. Bean, U. S. A, Jeffersonville; H. F. Sellers, M. D).,
Philadelphia; Rev. Henry A. Hunsicker, Freeland, Principal of Freeland
Seminary; Rev. Abram Hunsicker, Freeland, joint founder =2ad benefactor;
Abraham Hendricks, Esq., Freeland, and David Nyce, Esq., of Chester
County. The catalogue for 1868 gives the same personnel with the addi-
tion of the Hon. Horace Royer, of Freeland.

The catalogue for 1871, the third year of Professor Sherman's
presidency, gives no statement of a corporation. The catalogue is content
to name the original hoard of 1853 under the title CORPORATORS, with
the notation that Mr. Haldeman is deceased. This is again done in the
catalogue for 1873, the last issue available, but there has been added (or
substituted) an Alumnac Committee of Counsel consisting in most cases
of the wives of former members of the Corporation. [Its membership in-
cluded Mrs, H. U. P. LafTerty, Phoenixville; Mrs. T. W. Bean, Norristown;
Mrs. F. M. Hobson, Freeland; Mrs. S. Gross Fry, Philadelphia; Mrs. Rev.
William T. Magee, Chester County; Mrs. M. A. P. Caveny, Phoenixville;
and Mrs. D. Nvce, Norristown.

The list of Officers of Mangement is interesting by way of comparsion
with the administrative officers of a college today. The President was
known as the Rector. There was a prefect of discipline; an Intendant of
the Household; a Registrar and Accountant; a Matron; a Librarian; and a
Physician. There was also a Steward. All of these administrative officers
also served as members of the board of instruction or faculty.

Tue FacuLty

By piccing together the data given by the Reports of the United States
Commissioner of Education which began in 1870, with the catalogues
available, we find that the institution had a faculty which varied in number
as follows, exclusive of distinctly administrative officers and librarian.

1851— § 1864-— 7 1876-- 9
1853— 9 1868— 5 1877-- 8
1854—— 8 1871— 6 1878— 6
1856—10 1873—13°* 1880— 7
1861— 9 1874—14*

Regarding sex, members of the faculty included both men and women.
The 1853 faculty included four men and five women; the 1864 faculty,
two men and five women; and at the time of its close, the same number.

Note— * Part time teachers or lecturers probably included in Reports to Commiss.
ioner.
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As to dcgrees held by members of the faculty: In the 1853 faculty
only Dr. Sunderland held a Doctor’s degree (LL. D.), except for Dr.
Grigg (M. D.); two held the Bachelor of Arts degree, but were graduates
of the previous year’s class. The 1863-4 faculty had one LL. D., one A. M.,
three A. B.'s; lile only two without degrees were the Professor of Music,
the Teacher of Drawing, Painting, and Fancy Work. The 1873 faculty had
onc LL. D, five A. M’s, one A. B., and two without degrees—the teachers
of Drawing and Fancy Work. Four part-time instructors in Music, Law
and Telegraphy were also without degrees.

Most of the faculty members were graduates of the institution. At
first breath onc is inclined to be critical of this practice. But when it
is considered how gencral the practice is in our best institutions of higher
learning today, the more lenient is one inclined to be in his judgment.

The distribution of chairs was as follows:

In 1853—O0ne professor of Moral, Mental, and Physical Science; one
teacher of the Ornamental Branches; one Professor of Vocal and Instru-
mental Music; one teacher in the sciences; one teacher in Mathematics;
one teacher in the prepdratory department; one lecturer on Physiology and
the Laws of Health; one Professor of Plain and Ornamental Penmanship,
and an Assistant in the latter department. In 1864—One professor of
Mental, Moxal, and Physical Science: one teacher of Drawing, Painting,
and Fancy Work; one teacher of the Sciences and Belles Lettres; one
teacher of Mathematics, Drawing, and Penmanship; one teacher of Botany;
one Professor of Music; one teacher of Latin, French, and Greek languages.
In 1873—O0ne professor of Mental, Moral, and Physical Sciences; two
professors of Music—one instrumental, one vocal; one instructor in
Languages and Belles Leltres; one in Mathematics and Penmanship; two in
Fnglish branches; one in Botany; one in Drawing and Painting; one in
Fancy Work: one in Telegraphy, and two lecturers—onc on l’iysiology
and Health; the other on Law as related to the rights of women.

BuiLpings AND GROUNDS

The college building has been described elsewhere in this account.
The large four-story building was surmounted by an observatory for
astronomical purposes. The building contained study rooms, lecture rooms,
dormitory rooms, and the refectory. It occupied an eminence overlooking
the Perkiomen Creek or River from the rear or cast. The approach was from
the west, from the Reading Turnpike, (now the William Penn Highway),
which, before the building of the Philadelphia and Reading Railway, was
the route of the stage-coaches between the two above cities.

The avenue leading from the turnpike to the college building was
an eighth of a mile long, lined with trees and marble statvary. A visitor to
the college in 1868 would see the Athenai or Literary Society Hall on his
left as he entered the driveway, with lawns upon his right. Half way up
the avenue he would pass pear and apple orchards on his left, and flower
gardens on his right.  As he stood before the building at the end of the
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avenue he would find himself flanked on the left by the plum orchard and
the raspberry garden, on the right by the labyrinth grove, the paddock,
the strawherry garden, the grape yard and the storage cave. Directly in
the rear of the building was the kitchen garden, and on its left the poultry
yard. To the right of the kitchen garden was the dwarf pear orchard and
the warren. Between the warren and the kitchen garden there was a path
leading into a large grove of five acres; part of it was known as the Junior
Grove and the other part as the Senior Grove. The grove ended on an
abrupt cliff overlooking the railroad and the Perkiomen. It was here that
young ladies would ¢xchange clandestine notes with the hoys of Freeland
Seminary and later Ursinus College. The rocky embankment provided
ideal mail-boxes.

In addition to these features a map of the school grounds reveals
that in 18608 the college had a fifty acre farm, with a farmer’s residence
or lodge upon it, to the east of the college. There was also a small pond
or lake facing the pike, a maple grove, and what was known as the spring
grove. The present day attractiveness of the surroundings is apparently
only a small indication of their original beauty. Their valuation at
850,000 during the last decade of the college, judged by valuations of fifty
years ago, gives some idea of the extent and attractiveness of the college
plant,

THE CoLLEGE YEAR

The school year was originally composed of four quarters of eleven
weeks each.  Until 1854 the institution opened early in August and closed
about the middle of June. Commencement was held at the close of the
college year. This was then changed to two terms of five months each,
the first term beginning about November 1, and the second, May 1. The
terms were known as the winter and summer sessions.  About 1869 the
opening of the first term was changed to September 6, and the opening of
the second term to February 1, but the year remained at 44 weeks. In 1875
the length of the school year was reported to the United States Com-
missioner of Education as 40 wecks, remaining the same until the close of
the college.

" Forty weeks was the prevailing length of the school year in colleges
for women about 1880. Only five colleges reported a longer term—all
of them Catholic institutions, About one quarter of the colleges had a
shorter term than forty wecks.

ApMmissioN REQUIREMENTS

No printed admission requirements appear in the catalogues in terms
of subject. Pupils were taken at any stage of their training and were
classified in cither the academic or college departments on the basis of
their previous educational accomplishment. Those students desiring train.
ing in the fine arts or ornamental branches were classified separately and
were not considered candidates for a degree. The justification of the in-
definiteness of requirements for admission is to be found in “the system,
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or lack of system, prevailing among the Educational Establishments for
females in our country.” It is clear that in a period in which there were
no well-graded clementary and secondary school systems, it was necessary
to have a school for the common branches in connection with most of the
colleges, and that girls should be admitted at any stage of their develop-
ment into the proper classification. No restrictions of religious denomi-
nation were made. “Respectability, suitable age, and a willingness to
comply with the regulations” were the only tests of eligibility to admission.

CURRICULUM

The curriculum of the college proper was divided into programs of
work for three years, from 1851 to 1850. In 1857 a fourth year was added.
Taylor’s inference that a Sophomore year was inserted in 1857 is incorrect
The names of the classes before 1857 were Mathean, Junior, and Senior.
After 1857 Mathean, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior. However, it was the
class designations which changed; what had been Junior work was now
Sophomores and what had been Senior was now Junior.

The catalogues which the writer has examined lay down a definite
program of studies for cach ycar until 1871, after which no program by
years is printed, but a list of studies required for the Bachelor’s degree is
substituted. This was probably done because of the decrease in patronage
about this time, making it necessary to combine classes without regard to

year in college.
The program is a rather pretentious one for the times.

For the Mathean class, the program of 1851 called for History—
Ancient and Modern, Algebra, Arithinetic, Natural Philosophy, Geo-
graphy —Ancient and Modern, English Grammar, Elocution and Rhetori-
cal Reading, Spelling and Defining. In 1854 the last two subjects were
dropped from the college program and Latin was begun. The 1857 cata-
logue increased the Latin program for this year to Latin Grammar, Latin
Reader, and Caesar. Physical Geography was offered after 1861. This
program remained virtually constant up to 1873 when division of program

into years cecased.
" For thé Second Year class in 1851 there was offered Rhetoric and

Composition, Logic, Chemistry, Botany, Physiology, Astronomy, Geo-
metry, Trigonometry, and Mensuration; in 1854 there were added Algebra,
completed, a second year of Natural Philosophy, and a sccond year of
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Latin,  Mensuration disappears from the list. 1857 sees Latin described
as Vergil and Livy, and the addition of Greek Grammar.  Zoology
apparently for second year students appears in 1873, Astronomy became

a Senior subject in 1857,

For the third year class in 1851 there was offered Mental Philosophy,
Moral Philosophy, Natural Theology, Fvidences of Christianity, Natural
History, Geology, Constitution of the United States, Political Ecanomy,
Criticism and Taste, and Theme writing. By 1857 the latter two subjects
and Evidences of Christianity have heen shifted to the fourth or Senior
year. For three years, beginning in 1854, Astronomy was taught in this
year. The 1857 catalogue offered for the first time Horace and Greek
Reader. Isoperimentary was offered in this year from 1854 to 186L  Conic
sections was offered from 1854 on.

The fourth year program first offered in 1857 included Astronomy.
Criticism, Analytical Gevometry, Differential and Integral Calculus, Latin-
Tacitus, Greck—Xenophon'’s Anabasis and six books of Homer, Political
Fconomy, and Evidences of Christianity. Fifteen years later, we find added
to this list—Latin-Agricola, and Manners of the Germans, and in Greck-
Gyropedia, Aeschines and Demosthenes de Corona, Select Tragedies, and
Selections from the Gospel, all in Greek.

It is interesting to note that while modern languages might be sub-
stituted for Greck or any part of Greek to obtain the X B. degree, such
languages do not appear in the program of studies leading to a degree,
but are listed as ornamental branches with drawing, wax-work, and em-
broidery.

How this program of studies compared with Vassar and Yale in 1873
is, made possible by a table appearing in a book entitled “The Liberal
Education of Women” hy Professor James Orton Lowe, A. M. of Vassar
College, a copy of which is in the collection remaining from the library
of Pennsylvania Female College. Mr. Lowe gives a table of subjects
offered both at Yale and Vassar in an attempt to show that the Vassar
program is more ambitious than that of Yale. It has been impossible to
secure the time allotments for cach subject offered at I. F. C.  In the tabl~
which follows the quotation from Mr. Lowe below, the P. F. C. figures
which T give must be interpreted as meaning that the subject mentioned was
offered during the number of years mentioned, not necessarily heing
taught throughout the entire college year. Mr. Lowe says: -

“Comparing Vassar and Yale, we find the following relative amount
of time which can be given to the several collegiate branches, combining
the prescribed and elective, This is exclusiv: of rhetoric, criticism and
clocution which are taught similarly in both colleges. Political Economy
and Art ure also omitted from the list. History is at present taught only
incidentally” (at Vassar?), “but it is intended to give due prominence to

this important study.
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“VASSAR YALE” P. F. C

Latin 3 years 2 2/3 years 4 years
Greek 2 1/2 2 2/3 3
English 1/2 1/3 0
French 21/2 2/3 ?
German 21/2 1 ?
Mathematics 2 2 2/3 4
Physics I 3/4 0
Astronomy ] 172 2/3 1
Natural History 1 3/4 1/2 1
Chemistry 1 1/4 l
Anatomy-Physiol. 1 1/42 ]
Mental and Moral

Philosophy ] 2/3 1
Logic 1/2 1/3 1

Although such a comparison is necessarily inconclusive as to the
conlent of the subjects mentioned, it is evident that the program of studies
offered at P. F. C. compares to advantage with that offered in “the best
colleyzes for women” and “members of the other sex,” as was claimed.

THE ORNAMENTAL BRANCHES

In accordance with the custom of the women’s seminaries and many of
the colleges following the Civil War, a program of studies not leading
to a degree and for which an extra fee was charged, was offered. This
program was referred to as the Ornamental Branches. In the words of the
1868 catalogue, “Though the first importance is given to the solid branches,
and studies of an Educational character, yet ample provision is made for
the cultivation of the Accomplishment;.”

The following list of “ornamental branches” runs consistently through
the complete history of the college: Modern languages, Instrumental Music,
Drawing, Painting in water colors, Crayon-work, Mezzo-tint, Monochro-
matic and colored pastel, Painting in Oil-Landscape and Portrait, Mini-
ture Painting on Ivory, Wax-work Fruit, Statuary, and Flowers, and in
later years, Autumn Leaves; Embroidery, and Ornamental Needlework,
Zephyrwork; Papier-mache Work; Chinese, Oriental and Antique Painting.
For shorter periods therc was offered Potichomania, Pellis work, Stylo-
graphic card mounting, Ornamental Hair-work, Choral singing, and Vocal
Culture including operatic and ballad singing.
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LECTURES AND SPECIAL INSTRUCGTION

In addition to the regular curriculum and the ornamental branches,
occasional lectures on various topics were announced in the catalogue.
Subjects listed included lectures on Natural Philosophy, Botany, Physi-
ology and Health, Astronomy, Geology, and Mineralogy; Habits, Manners,
and Customs; Mental Discipline, The Duties ind Relationships of Life,
Chemistry, Common and Statute Law, and Topics of Public Interest.

Most of the catalogues refer to the fact that considerable number of
the graduates were entering the field of teaching, and that normal instruc-
tion was provided for the preparation of these future teachers, However,
there is no outline of work in the catalogues which would indicate what the
character of these studies was, nor was there apparently any special
instructor provided for the work.

That this institution was not averse to offering vocational as well as
academic subjects is illustrated not only by its announcement of work for
the preparation of teachers, but by the offering of work in 1873 in tele-
graphy. which probably held much the same interest at that time which
radio holds today. The announcement reads:

“This new art opens to Ladies an inviting lield for the exercise of their
abilities. Numbers of competent young women have already found genteel
and profitable employment in it, and the demand for such is rapidly in-
creasing. We have now effected arrangements by which members of the
College can receive thorough practical instruction in all that pertains to the
business. It requires about three months to become fitted to take charge
of an office, and the Fee for instruction is $25.”

DEGREES CONFERRED

The degrees conferred were Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts.
The former was conferred upon those students who completed the four
year college course (three years, 1853-1856). According to the catalogue
for 1873, the candidate for a degree must be seventeen years of age, and
must have established an average rank of 80 in the following studies:
Elocution and Rhetorical Reading, English Grammar with critical analysis,
Geology, Higher Arithmetic, Alegbra, Geometry—Plane and Spherical,
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Physical Geography, Botany, Zoology,
Geology, Higer Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry—Plane and Spherical,
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Trigonometry—Plane and Spherical, Mensuration-Superfices, Solids,
Heights, and Distances; Conic sections and Analvtical Geometry; Calculus
—Differential and Integral, Astronomy, Mental Philosophy, Moral Philo-
sophy, Political Economy, Rhetoric, Logic, Criticism, Latin-——Caesar, two
books; Aeneid—six books; Horace—Qdes, Satires, and Ars Poetica, Livy
—Selections; Tacitus-Agricola and the Manners of the Germans; Greek-—
Xenophon’s Anabasis, and Cyropaedia; the Gospels in Greek—-Selections;
Homer—six books; Select Greek tragedies; Aeschines and Demosthenes de
Corona. Equivalents from other authors in Latin and Greck could be sub-
stituted. The student desiring to omit Greck could substitute a modern
language for all or part of it. Truly there were [ew electives in P. F. C’s
graduation requirements.

The Master of Arts degree was conferred on those who spent one
year’s residence in study at the college after receiving the first degree.
Time was divided among the Sciences, Classics, and General Literature.
The degree was also conferred honorarily upon graduates of five years
standing who applied for same and submitted evidence that they had been
engaged in successful teaching or other literary pursuit.

Acapnemic HonNons

Membership in the honorary society of Phi Theta Delta was conferred
upon Masters, and upon Bachelors whose scholarship and literary attain.
ments excelled that of two thirds of their class or their predecessors. T
was customary to confer the “jewel of the order” publicly at each com-
mencement. There were prizes of money or of medals offered for pro-
ficiency in Ancient Languages, Mathematics, Science, and Belles Lettres:
for highest scholarship ever attained in the college; for deportment.  The
last named medal was awarded to a young lady who at the end of the
school year had had the fewest deductions made from her perfect record
of 100. There was also a medal for proficiency in piano.

COMMENCEMENTS

+ The first commencement was held in 1853 in the M. E. Church at
Evansburg, about a mile distant from the college. The sccond commence-
ment was held at Trappe, one mile to the west, in St. Luke’s Reformed
Church. It was held thereafter in the Trinity Christian Church (now
Reformed) at Freeland, which had recently been built,
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There has been preserved to us one of these Commencement programs.
It is a small single fold 4-page program printed on white card-board.
The front fold reads:
Pennsylvania Female College
1803

COMMENCEMENT,
ANNIVERSARIES.

SEPTEMBER 23RD AND 24TH.

“Inter arma non est Literas praetermittere.”

Candidates for the Bacculaurea.

Heren M. Lewis . . . . . . PHILADELPHIA
Emaa J. Younc . . . . . . Berks Co., Pa.

N. B.—The public generally are cordially invited to attend.

Page 2 reads: Page 3 reads:
ALUMNAE COMMENCEMENT
ASSOCIATION Thursday Morning, 10 o'clk
PUBLIC EXERCISE IN THE IN THE

“CHRISTIAN MEETING HOUSE”  “CHRISTIAN MEETING HOUSE”
Wednesday Ev'g, 7 o'clk

VOLUNTARY ON THE ORGAN

VorLuaTary oN THE ORGAN. PRAYER
I.  ORATIONES SALUTATORII
MUSIC . - Miss Young
Omation - M. A. Hahn, A. M. 1. History - Miss Lewis
St. Michacls, Md. HI. True GreaTNeEss  Miss Young
MUSIC MUSIC

DEGREES CONFERRED

Poem - Sallie Preston, A. B.
IV. VALEDICTORY ADDRESSES,

Wilmington, Del. H. M. Letwis. A. B
MUSIC PARTING ODE
Benediction Benediction

Page 4 is an advertisement of the college.
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It will be noticed that since there were only two graduates that year,
each spoke twice. H. M. Lewis, A. B, is none other than the Miss Lewis
on the same program, who by the time of her second address, has received
her degree. Old graduates tell us that it was customary in conferring the
degiees to place a wreath of laurel on the head of the graduate. In her
reminiscences of Pennsylvania Female College, written in 1910 for the
Pennsylvania-German, S. Emma Snyder, then living in Swandyke, Colorado,
tells of the thrills attendant to the commencement of her class in 1867. The

irls were commissioned to secure permission for the use of the Christian
gfecling House, and to buy the ribbon for their own diplomas. She tells
of their long search for blue mantua or silk ribbon, and their final success.
Miss Price’s commencement oration was on the subject “The Nobility and
Responsiblity of the Teacher’s Profession.” Following her graduation,
her parents considered that she was too young to teach; even after she
joined the faculty at P. I'. C. several years later, she complains that she
was always being taken for one of the students by strangers.

EqouipMENT For INSTRUCTION

The college was not claborately equipped for instruction as judged
by present-day standards. It must be remembered that laboratories were
not common, and that science teaching was new even in colleges for men,
In the yeat that this college opened, the Towne Scientific School of the
University of Pennsylvania had only thirteen students, and there were few
laboratories in any science. As late as 1871 Harvard had no physics
apparatus. Science was usually taught by text-hook, and later by demon-
stration,

In 1853 the P. F. C. catalogue reports that the college possesses *“a
very reapectable Chemical and Philosop'nicnl Apparatus, quite adequate for
purposes of illustration.” There was a cabinet of Natural History and
Curiosities, described as quite extensive, comprising ‘*‘many va?unblc
specimens in Geology, Mineralogy, Conchology, and Botany.” The
library had several {mndrc(l volumes in 1853, and the collection had
grown to two thousand five hundred by 1872,

The catalogue for 1873 reports no additions to the chemical, philo-
sophical, or natural history equipment, and it is fair to assume that there
had been little addition to it since the early days of the college. The
phraseology describing it is almost the same as twenty years before, even
to the sentence “Additions, however, will be made from time to time as our

means will allow.”
A liberal supply of diagrams, charts maps, glohes, ete., was reported,

Ourmir
The outfit which the young woman was to bring with her is of interest
in comparision with the needs of the young lady of today who is going away

to college. She was to bring one travelling teunk, seasonable clathing for
every-day wear, including overshoes and wraps; one dress “suitable for
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attendance at a plain country church;” one pair of cotton sheets and pillow
cases (her room-mate brought the other pair!) towels and other toilet
articles for her chamber; a knife, a fork, a teaspoon, napkins and napkin.
ring. She was advised to leave jewels and costly apparel at home. Old
graduates tell of taking extra blankets with them, for when they arose be-
fore seven o’clock on cold wintry mornings, their rooms were so cold that
they had to break the ice in the water-pitchers before they could bathe.

RuLEs GOVERNING STUDENTS

The regulations printed in the various catalogues give us a picture of
student life at P. F. C. Concerning government, an early catalogue states:

“The government is strictly parental, arnd encourages that kind and familisr
intercourse between pupil and teacher, which invites to an unreserved confidence on
the part of the pupir. while it gives to the latter an opportunity of becoming more
intimately acquainied with her peculiar mental character and disposition, without
which alf attempts at improving the mind, or the heart, must prove comparatively un.
availing.

“The Rector and his Lady, with their assistants, reside in the College, and take
their meals at the common table; and by the constant supervision of their pupils, and
a scrupulous regard to their manners and habits, endeavor to inculcate those prin.
ciples of propriety and good breeding, that should characterize the deportment of
every young lady.

“In their recreations, the younger pupils are attended by their teachers, both to
encourage healthful exercise and to guard against accident. As the grounds are ample
and delightfully diversified with ‘hill and dale and shady grove.' and so improved
and nmamcnlc({ as to render them pleasant, and in every respect adapted to the pur.
poses of recreation, there is little occasion for leaving the premises; and none wllrbe
permitted to do so, except by special permission, and then accompanied by proper
attendants,

“Nor will any young lady be permitted to receive calls, except from family friends;
or to accept invitations to walk, or ride; or to attend social parties, without the
consent of her parents, first communicated to the Rector in writing.”

Although there was no sectarian teaching, morning devotions consisting
of the reading of the Scriptures, Singing, and Prayer, were held daily in
the College chapel, and attendance except by excuse was compulsory;
I)upils were encouraged to participate in these services, There were also
Jible classes on Sunday, but no religious study, pursued as such, was com.
pulsory for any student. Pupils were expected to attend a church of their
own or parents’ choice in the neighborhood each Sunday in good weather.
A block of pews was reserved for the college girls in the Christian church.
Miss Snyder tells us that it was not customary for the girls to place any
money on the offering plate. Later embarrassment over this custom
caused the girls to raise a purse of money for the pastor, the Rev. Joseph
Hendricks.

Correspondence with parents was unvestricted; beyond this, students
could correspond or receive correspondence only with those with whom
parents were willing that their daughters should correspond.

Boxes of eatables were contraband. To quote:
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“The College Refectory provides a satisfactory bill of fare and parents need not
fear that their daughters will suffer under the w(wlosmnc diet and regular hours of
College regime.  Surfeiting the stomach with pies, cakes, and sweet meals between
meals, neither conduces to the health of girls at school nor to progress in their studies.
Remittances of domestic fruits would not be so obijectionable; but in ordinary sea.
sons the College Orchurds yield these in great abundance and variety, and they are
supplied without stint to all who wish.”

Borrowving, lending, buying, and selling of clothes, books, jewelry, or
other articles was strictly prohibited among students, and they were not
allowed to make presents to their teachers. '

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

The manifold activities which characterize student life today in our
colleges both for men and for women are a recent development, and are not
to be looked for in any great vaviety in the female colleges of this period.

Throughout the ?lislory of the college, there was a literary society
known as “The Athenai,” which was an association of undergraduates for
mutual improvement in Composition, Elocution, and Discussion.  Weckly
meetings were held and a Literary Magazine called the Glenwood Bouquel
was published.  All pupils were vligﬁ)lc for membership in the society,
which had its own hall, described as “commodious and elegantly fnrnisrl-
ed” and which had in 1873 begun its own library.

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
The only other organizations were the Alumnae Association and the
order of Phi-Theta-Delta, an honorary society described elsewhere in this
account. ‘
~ The Alumnae Association, comprising all the graduates of the insti-
tution, had as its objeet “Mutual Benefit; the promotion of the interests of
our Alma Mater; the encouragement of learning among our sex; and the
perpetuation of the attachments and friendships of college life.” The
association held its anniversary meeting on the evening hefore Commence-
ment, and an oration and a poem were delivered before the association.
How long the association continued after the close of the college is
uncertain,  This part of our account must not be closed, however, without
recording the work of the newer Association, The Glenwood
Association of the Pennsylvania Female College. * “Glenwood” was a
familiar name applied to the college very generally, but never officially
used because of the pre-emption oF the name by the founder of another
seminary. This Glenwood Associntion was organized on the occasion of
the visit of a few of the “old girls” to the former college building, which
stood until 1918, A happy group of thirty made this pilgrimage to College-
ville, and promptly organized themselves into this new association, It has
met every year since 1907 with attendance of the “girls” ranging from
thirty to ninety-six in number. Although the living graduates and students
are scattered front Massachusetts to California, the reunion brings them
from many sections. As an expression of their interest in the higher edu.

* Sce appendix,
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cation of young women, they have placed a fund in the hands of the
dircctors of Ursinus College, the income of which fund is to be used
annually to make it possible for some worthy girl to secure a college edu-
cation, who might otherwise not have the opportunity. * In 1919, at the
thirteenth reunion, the Association attempted to purchase the old school
property from Francis J. Clamer, but effort in this direction was abandoned
when the Association felt unable to  secure the 820,000 asked for the
property.
ExpENSES

Pennsylvania Female College was not endowed, and was largely de-
pendent upon student fees for support,  The following table of students’
fees has been prepared from figures given in the catalogues, and in the
reports of the United States Commissioner of Education.

TasLk oF EXPENSE AT PENNSYLVANIA FEMALE CoLLEGE
(College Department only)
1853 1857 1864 1868 1871 1873 1880

Board per year A $80 888 8100 8130 8130

Lights for evening study. 81 82 8§ 2 8 2 8 2

Washing per dozen 30 .36 .36 .36 .4gf 5200 8200

Fuel for public room $ 2 8§ 2 8 2

Tuition in College $20 824 840 840 $ 40 $ 50 § 50
to to

$28 832

The above table gives the announced rates for board (which included
room), lights, washing, fuel, and tition. The increase in rates thronghout
the history of the college is marked except just before the close of the in-
stitution when there was a sharp drop in the board. From 1853 to 1873
living expenses at the college jumped from approximately $93 to 8200 for
the year, and tuition from an average fee of 824 to 850, The range in the
tuition rate for the earlier years is ({’uo to the increase of $2 per year as the
student progressed. The total fixed charge for 1853 was therefore np{)roxi~
mately 8100; in 1873, 8250. These rates are interesting compared with
present day rates in women's colleges, where 8600 is about the lowest fee
charged in a standard institution. The difference is the more striking when
it is considered that present day colleges for women are endowed, or a
still higher fee would need to be asked.  Pennsylvania Female College had
no endowment.

Yet the catalogue for 1873 carried an announcement regarding ex.
penses which is virtually an apology for the increased rates announced in
that issue:

“Our desive Is to make these (expenses) as moderate as consistent with financial

safety, in order to hring the advantages of tho Institution within reach of those who
would otherwise he deprived of them; and accordingly the charges are put at figures

* See appendix,
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allowing but the narrowest margin for profits.  Certainly no school of equal grade
offers ecorresponding acommodations and educational facilities for less money. We
have as yet no endowments or lunded resources 1o enable us to cheapen tuition or
living, This College was -tarted and has heen successfully managed for nearly a
uarter of a century without receiving or asking a dollar except for full value given,
lml yet it claims 10 he a public benefactor, and we think deserves the sympathies and
patronage of at least those who have at heart a ‘higher education for woman.' Tt has
already sent out scores of liberally educated women who ure today useful members of
society and ornaments to their sex—and hundreds of others, of more limited attain.
ments, who are the hetter, and have made others the better and happier, for having
enjoyed for awhile its literary advantages.

“As none concerned in its management heretofore have heen enriched from its
reverencies, so for the future, all its carnings over and above working expenses, if
any, will he sacredly devoted to the improvement and extension of its means of doing

"
good.

CHARGES FOR ORNAMENTAL BRANCHES

There were additional charges for all of the ornamental branches.
In 1853 modern languages might be learned for 816 a year; instrumental
music might be studied ‘8(" $32 per annum plus 88 for the use of an instru.
ment; drawing, 820, watercolor, the same; oil landscape, oil portrait, and
miniature painting on ivory, 810 cach; wax-work, 88 to 812; embroidery
and zephyrwork, 88. By 1873 the rates for some of these subjects had
doubled, but the rate was fairly constant for the entire history of the
college.

f’urmns were advised not to provide their danghters with much money,
since there was no need for other expense than a “very small allowance
for stationery and text-hooks."”

ENROLLMENT

Complete enrollment figures by years are not available. A fairly com-
plete picture of the enrollment may iw_ obtained from the figures in avail-
able catalogues and by reports of the United States Commissioner of Edu-
cation beginning in 1873,

Tanrk oF ENROLLMENT-—PENNSYLVANLA FEMALE CoLLEGE

Under Prepar. Special Total
Graduates Students “Ornamental” Enrollment

1853 77 55 5 140*
1854 100 43 5 148
1801 166
1864 129
18608 : 77
1871 64
1875 50 30 20 100
1876 60
1878 30 35 3 08
1880 56 32 88

* Total includes three graduates of that year.

L4 + . . ] ] .

The distribution of these partial figures of enrollment would indicate
that the institution enjoyed its greateat patronage during the first decade

20



of its existence; that its patronage was greatly diminished during the latter
part of the Civil War and the period immediately following, during the
Presidency of President Sherman.  There was probably only one year
after 1873, when Dr. Sunderland again took charge, in which the enrollment
was larger than the low figures of the college’s second decade. Practically
all patronage from the South ceased as a result of the war, and the normal
school movement is blamed for other losses in enrollment.

The success of these carly years of the college must, however, not be
dimmed by the poorer patronage of the later years. It is of course hard
to determine in many cases how much of a total enrollment was collegiate
and what part preparatory. Some records were also lost in a fire in 1875.
The following summary is of interest; printed in the 1868 catalogue, it
covers a sixteen year period, and undoubtedly refers to collegiate and
weparatory students alike.  1t, however, gives us a picture of what has
ween a successful institution:

Whole number of students who have been connected with the College .. 935
Whole number fram abroad (i, e. probably boarding studentsy ... 18
Number admitted to the Baccalaureate degree ... ... . ... ... 88
Number admitted o the A, M, degree . ... .. . ... .. .. .. ... 30
Number admitted 10 the A, M, degree honorury ... . ]
Number who have been elected to the Phi Theta Delta .. .. ... .. . 24
Whole number in the Classical Department . ... . ... ... ... 260
Higher Sciemtific and Mathematical Departmemt . .. . . ... ... 780
In Modern Languages ... . .. , v e 130

Whatever the significance of the latter three figures, it will be further
noted that science and mathematics claimed the attention of a relatively
large number of students,

CoMprARrISON OF ENROLLMENT FicunRks

An enrollment of 30 to 100 students in the college proper scems small
to us today, but it must be judged in comparsion with enrollments in the
college departments of similar institutions of that day. The first figures
available are to be found in the Reports of the United States Commissioner
of Education for 1872, In that year Vassar had 211 college students;
Wesleyan Female College. Macon, Ga., had 136; Cincinnati Wesleyan
College had 106; Mary Sharp in Tennessce had 92; Wilson, a competitor
in Pennsylvania, had 45; Wells had 40; Hillshorough had 39; Elmira
had 51---and these were vejiz2sentative colleges for women of that time. It
would appear that P. . C. had «n enrollment favorable in size to that in
other colleges for women.

NuMBER 0F GRADUATES

The number of students upon whom was conferred the degree of Bache-
lor of Arts, by years as far as possible, will give an idea of the distribution
of the estimated number of one hundred and twenty-five graduates:
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1853 . .. .3 1858 . .. . 3 1863 . .2 1875 .. .3
1854 . ... 9 1859 ... O 1864 3 1876 .5
1855 . .7 1860 ... .. 0 1865 . 8
1856 . ... 8 1801 . ... 0 1866 . .8
1857.. 3 1862 ... . 7 1867 8

These figures do not include students who remained for an additional
year for the degree of A. M.

DiSTRIBUTION OF I'NROLLMENT

In order to determine the extent of the institution’s influence, an
analysis of the residence of the student body by states was made. It has
been possible to do this for a few years only because of the limited number
of student lists available. It has not been possible to separate college and
preparatory students.
DisTriBUTION OF STUDENTS FroM OuTsiDE PENNSYLVANIA  ATTENDING

PENNSYLVANIA FEMALE CoLLicE IN CERTAIN YEARS
1853 1854 1861 186+ 1868

Wisconsin .., ... . .. . 2 1

New Jersey ] 2 20 13 1
Maryland . . 1 1 3 4 2
Mgssnchuaelts T | 1

ENGLAND = .. 1 ]

C. w.? 1

New York 2 2

Maine L ]

Delaware . . = . 3 ]

Ohio .. . ... . . ] ]
Virginia ... ... . S ! 2
VIENNA, AUSTRIA ... .

Dist. of Columbia . . ] 1

While the college drew most of its students from Pennsylvania, the
experimeunt seems to have drawn a few students from other states and a
few foreign countries, A complete table would probably list many other
states not listed here. [t is however obvious that by 1868 the institution has
become almost completely local in character,

DiSTRIBUTION O0F GRADUATES

The catalogue for 1868 gives a complete list of graduates and their
addresses from the founding of the college until that date.  The number of
graduates to that date was ninety-two. More than & third of this number
was scaltered through eleven states other than Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
New York, Maryland, Delaware, District of Columbia, Massachusetts,
Illinois, Ohio, California, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Kansas,  Slightly
over a quarter had married. Some of the names in the '64 catalogue have
notations indicating positions held. They include preceptresses and
teachers in female seminaries, principals of academies, seminaries, and high
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schools for girls. One is principal of a Friends’ Grammar School. Others
are teachers in public schools.
The influence of the institution in the brief span of its existence seems

to hive been great.

Tue QuesTioN or Priomity

The claim is made for Pennsylvania Female College that it was the
first female college in the United States.  Another writer claims for it the
following:

“In 1851 (Mr. Sunderland) founded at Collegeville the first institution in the
world 10 offer collegiate advantages to women,”

‘This was printed during the lifetime of Mr. Snnderland.

The claim of priority in the United States is also made by many living
graduates, of which the following quotation from «n historicai Skclc?l of the
college published by Miss May [Iield McKean, alumnus and honorary
President of the Glenwood Association, is typical:

“Tha claim of priority for the Pennsyivazia Female College has not always heen
accepted  without challenge, Because «i this 1 have carefully gathered from many
sources the following facts,”  She ihen cites P, F. C's priorty to Mary Lyon's
Seminary, which did not hecsine a degree granting college (Mt Holyoke) until 1888;
to Matthew Vassar's “novel” enterprise in 1858.  She also cites the fact that Smith,
Wellesley, and Bryn Mawr were all antedated by P. F. C.

Graduates of the college also assure me that Dr, Sunderland believed in
the priority of fiis coliege for women in the entire United States,

There are, however, carlier claimants than Pennsylvania Female
College whose case must he considered,

In the first place, it must he recognized that we have no accurate way
of determining what institution constituted the first college for women in
America without making some arbitrary definition. The merging of the
hundreds of female seminaries into so.called or real degree-granting col-
leges for women wus so gradual, and the work offered so widely spread over
what we now consider the distinet fields of elementary, secondary, and
higher education alike, that it is difficult to state with any degree of author-
ity in what year many given institutions became colleges in the sense of
institutions of higher learning, providing instruction heyond the secondar
school. There were seminaries for women which had much higher slnn(l
ards of scholarship and curriculum than many institutions which were
called colleges, and which were chartered as colleges.  The bare fact that
an institution had conferred upon it by the state the right to grant degrees
does not pluce it in a different category from those seminaries which did
the sanee «r higher type and quality of work without conferring degrees.

A comparison of (-urrim:]n would not lead us to any universally ac-
cepted conc‘usion regarding priority, because of widely varying standavds.
Let us therefore limit trcatment to the claims of priorty from the stand.
point of date of charter granting right to confer degrees, and the date
of conferring said degrees in institutions exclusively for women.
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It is clear that there were co-educational seminaries and colleges com-
paring favorably with the opportunities of the chartering of P. F. C. Mrs,
J. M. E. Blandin’s “History of Higher Education of Women in the South
prior to 1860,” quoted by Taylor in his “Before Vassar Opened,” cites num-
crous seminaries in Alabama and other Southern states which conferred
honors and diplomas, but with no mention of degrees. Some of these
antedate P. F. C. Blount College, Tennessee, Elizabeth Academy, Mississ.
ippi, chartered as a college in 1819, conferring a degree of Domina Scien-
tinrum; Mississippi College founded 1830, claiming to have given degrees
to two women in 1832; Greenshoro College for Women (North Carolina)
opening in 1847, but no records of its curriculum known to exist; Johnson
Female University of South Carolina known to have had degree conferring
powers but from what date not recorded—these are a few o% the female or
coeducational colleges or seminaries which might be considered prior to
P. . C. in poini of time in the higher education of women, or in some
cases, prior ix the granting of degrees to women. But records are ecither
so fragmentary or entirely missing that full discussion of their claims is
not possible here. Some of these institutions lost their records in the Civil
War, through fire. ’

In the North, Oberlin College, Ohio, had a separate female depart-
ment as carly as 1834, and graduated three women in 1841, whether with
degrees or not, Taylor does not state, At any rate the instruction was in
the same classes with men, which classifics the institution as co-educational.
Antioch College, Ohio, opened as a co-educational college in 1853, the
date of the charatering of P, F. C. Outerbein and Heidelberg were co-
educational before P, lll‘ C. opened.  Ohio Wesleyan Female College was
founded at Cincinnati in the same year as the year of P. F. C.'s chartering;
lllinois Liberal Institute, a co-educational school later called Lombard
University, opened in 1851. Knox College was also coeducational, Milwau.
kee College, chartered in 1853, exclusively for women, graduated two
students in 1853, but no degree scems to have been granted.
Hillsdale College, Michigan, gave a B. S. degree to a woman in 1851, and
an A. B. in 1852, hut was co-cducational. Elmira College, one of the strong:-
est claiments to priorly as a woman's college, did not open until 1855.

There are several colleges whose claims must he considered in more
details, since if the statements made for them hold true, they prolml)lr ante-
date P. F. C. in founding, charter, degree-granting power, and graduation
of first class.

First may be mentioned Ohio Wesleyan Female College of Cincinnati,
which according to Taylor was incorporated in 1842.43, graduated six
women in 1845, and gave the degrees of M. E. L. and M. L. A.—Mistress
of the English Literature, and Mistress of the Liberal Arts.  The first cata-
logue refers to its incorporation by the state of Ohio.

Second may be mentioned Georgia Female College, now known as the
Wesleyan Female College of Macon, Georgia. It was chartered in 1836 and
claims to be “the oldest regularly chartered institution for conferring de-

* Sco footnote, page 35.
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grees upon women in America, if not in the world.” Its earliest records have
been lost by fire and investigators have been unable to consider its claims
with certainty. In a letter dated Scplcmbcr 30, 1887, President Bass wrote,
as quoted in “Fducation in Georgia” mentioned in the bibliography of this
paper: “Oberlin in Ohio, for men and women, was chartered aﬂout the
same time. or a little before perhaps, but did not confer any degrees till
after the Georgia Female College had conferred degrees.  The same may be
said of Mount Holyoke in Massachusetts, which rever bore the name of
college, but obtained charter privileges to confer degrees a little prior to our
college, but 1 think it had always heen called a seminary, and has not con-
ferred degrees or did not until after our college had done so. 1 think
it is a well-established fact that the Georgia Female College, now Wesleyan,
is the first college in the world that ever conferred a degree upon a woman.”
The date claimed for the first degre is 1840, when eleven graduated. lts
opening was preceded by many speeches and noble sentiments similar to
those of Dr. Sunderland in his carly statement of the aim of his college. Part
of an address by Daniel Chandler, R*Isq., in 1834 on Female Education, at the
annual commencement of the University of Georgia, which address greatly
stimulated the organization of this and other colleges, reads as follows:
“Give tho female the same advantages of instruction with the male; afford her the
same opportunities for improvement: and she will struggle with the boldest mind

for the mastery in science and letters, and outstrip in the proud race of distinction
many of the favored subjects of paremtal solicitude and legislative hounty,”

In “Success” for September, 1903, can be found the story of the first
Commencement at Georgia College as told by a Mrs. Benson, who as Miss
Katherine Brewer was a member of the first graduating class.  She tells
of having in her possession the diploma of the college. It is quoted in the
article and also by Taylor in “After Vassar Opened.” The diploma reads:

“TrstiMoNIAL oF GEORGIA FEMALE CorLiGE”

“The President, us the representative of the Faculty of the Georgia Female College,
gives this testimonial that Miss Katherine Brewer, having passed through a rognrar
course of study in that institution embracing all the sciences which are usually taught
in the colleges of the United States, that refer and appropriately belong to female
education in its most ample range, was deemed worthy of the first degree conferred
by this institution, and accordingly it was conferred upon her July 18, 1840,

“In testimony of which the signatures of the President and Faculty and the seal of the

College are hereto affixed,
. 4

Guronce F. Prarce

President.

W. H. Ennsos
Professor of Mathematics

Turoms B. Suany
Professor of Natural Science.”
Unfortunately we are left in the dark as to what the degree was which
was conferred.  The claims of this college for priority must rest upon the

above statements, ,
A third serious clnimant, a college founded expressiy for women, is

the Mary Sharp College, of Winchester, Tennessee.  This institution was
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founded in 1850 or 1851 (Merriam and Taylor differing in this respect),
under the name of the Tennessee and Alabama Female Institute, It started
without special facilities, and operated for three years before the college
building was completed and occupied. It was later named Mary Sharp
College after Mrs. Mary Sharp, a widow of that vicinity, had made a
special contribution toward its maintenance. This college for women
granted two Bachelor of Arts degrees in 1853, and claims to be the first
college for women in America which required both Latin and Greek for
the degree.  The following letter is self-explanatory.
Department of the Interior
urcan of Education,
Washington, ). C., July 5, 1884

Sir:  In reply to your letter of the 8th ultimo, making inquiry* whether a diploma
was ever given for a liheral education (one in which Latin and Greek were required as
a sine qua non for the degree of A, B.) before 1853, at which time they (the trustees)
conferred the degree of A, B, upon two young ladies, having completed the curriculum

of the college, | beg 1o inform you that none of the colleges for ‘females’ reporting to
this office required Latin and Greek as a sine qua non for the degree of A, B, prior

to 1853.
I am your obedient servant,
Jouy Earos
U, S, Commissioner of Fducation,

Z. C. Guaves,
Presideqt of Mary Sharp College,
Winchester, Tennessce.

It will be noted that this female college graduated its first class in the
same year as did Pennsylvania Female (Inﬁcgc and that they received
Bachelor of Arts degrees.

It scems doubtful whether P. I, C's priority as an institution exclus.
ively for the higher education of women, chartered to confer degrees, can
he established.

The claims of the above institutions to priority in certain respects can-
not be dismissed on the grounds that their curricula were inferior.  While
no detailed curricula can be presented, President Ainsworth was the author-
ity for the statement in 1910, that the original faculty of Georgia Female
College had a professor of ancient languages, one of modern languages,
and that the Senior class studies natural philosophy, mental and moral
philosophy, astronomy, botanv as connccted with chemistry; physiology,
geology, history, ancient and modern languages. This compares favora ){y
with P. F. C.’s senior program in 1853 which had no Latin and Greek until
the succeeding year, but which included Mental and Moral Philosophy,
Natural History, Political Economy, Criticism and Taste, Theme Writing,
Geology, Natural Theology, Evidences of Christianity, and the Constitu-
tion of the United Staltes.

Likewise the curriculum of Mary Sharp was strong for its day. To
quote {rom Taylor:

“Tho freshmen hegan  algebra  and Latin and geometry and Rolling' *Ancient
History’, The sophomores completed algebra, geometry and trigonometry, read Ver
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gil, commenced Givek, nad msry, wecient and medieval, and botany. The juniors
had conic sections, Cicero, mathematical philosophy, demonstrative philosophy, modern

history, Greek testament, astronomy, experimental chemistry, The seniors had Horace,

the Acts in Greek, logic. mental and moral Philosnphy. rhetoric, Unjted States history,
clements of criticism, geoglogy, physiology.'

This program is certainly comparable with the P, F. C. program of the
first decade.

It is entirely possible that Pennsylvania Female College was the first
regularly chartered norn-denominational college for women in the United
States, with degree-conferring powers. Further research is desirable if this
is to he definitely established. Both the Ohio Wesleyan Female College
and the Georgia Female College were Methodist, and Mary Sharp  was
Baptist. A study of the colleges and seminaries listed hy the United States
Commmissioner in 1873 reveals that few of the institutions of higher learning
for women were non-sectarian,

Priority in the state of Pennsylvania as a regularly chartered degree-
conferring college for the higher O(fm.‘mion of women exclusively also scems
to be definitely established for Pennsylvania Female College insofar as the
facts at the disposal of the writer indicate.  The United S'ates Commission-
er of Education in 1872 listed these “institutions for the superior instruc-
tion of femals” in Pennsylvania:

Date Chartered Date Organized

Allentown College o 1867 1867
Moravian Seminary 1863 1749
Wilson College . 1869 1870
University Female Institute 1816 1847
Brooke Hall Female Seminary 1856

Oakland Seminary S 1845
Chestnut Street Female Seminary 1850
Academy of Notre Dame .

Irving College I 1857 1856
Pittsburgh Female College 1853 1855
Susquehanna Female Coﬁegc . _ 1858 1860
Cottage Hill College for Young Ladics 1868 1850

Washington Female Seminary 1836 1836
T Not listed until 1873 report. All dates from later veports,

In the report of the same year, the Commissioner reports only four
colleges for women in Pennsylvania which conferred degrees, namely
Pennsylvania Female College, Wilson College, Cottage Hill College, and
Pittshurg Female College.  None of these Colleges antedate P F. C.
Pittshurg Female College was chartered in the same year as P. . C., but
was not organized until two years later.  The table above indicates that there
were seminaries for young women in Pennsylvania before P, F. C. was
organized, but none of them appear to be degree granting institutions. In
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1872 thirty-cight colleges exclusively for women were granting degrees in
various parts of the United States.

The catalogues of Pennsylvania Female College do not state anywhere
the claim to priority in the Tield of colleges exclusively for women, but
both students and older residents of Collegeville assure the writer that Dr.
Sunderland firmly believed that he was first in the field. It is doubtful
whether he knew of Ohio Wesleyan College, Georgin Female College or
Mary Sharp. News travelled slowly in those days, and communication was
infrequent. Dr. Sunderland’s sincerity cannot be questioned. It is further-
more true that in a conservative state like Pennsylvania, Dr. Sunderland’s
college for women was just as truly an experiment in higher education as
though he had been definitely first in the dnitcd States.

%n conclusion then, it would scem to be fairly well established that
Pennsylvania Female College was Pennsylvania’s first chartered degree
granting institution exclusively for the higher education of women, if not
in the whole Middle Atlantic and New England area.
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The Glenwood Association

The Glenwood Association of Pennsylvania Female College at Col-
legeville, Penna., was organized in May, 1907, at which time, by invitation
of Miss May Field McKean, a number of former students gathered at the
old College and renewed old friendships.

Since then, every year, on the last Thursday in May, these gatherings
have been held. In 1918 the College building was torn down, and the
Reunions are now held at Ursinus College, with a Pilgrimage to the old
grounds, where through the courtesy of the owner, Mr. Francis J. Clamer,
a pavilion is thrown open for our use, and the program for the day is con.
cluded by singing “The Glenwood Reunion Song”, composed by Miss May

Field McKean.

In 1917, on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the formation of
The Glenwood Association, Miss May Field McKean, in an historical ad-

dress said:—

“And now, sister-students of the Pennsylvania Female College, as we
look into each other’s faces before we come to the last chapter of this
history, without a word being said, we know that a sigh—almost a sou-—
is rising in each heart; for in 1880 the doors of the dear old College are
closed as an educational factor in the world’s progress.  What then?  Was
it all lost? Was the work a failure? Nay, verily!

“At the very beginning the “object” of the founders was set forth
to be, ‘a work that would go on until woman would be fully accorded her
true position in all the avenues of usefulness and honor, consistent with
her possibilities, in a Republic resting upon a liberal, intelligent and
Christian civilization." Look about you! That time has now come along
every line except that of politics——and is rapidly coming there. * Who
shall say how much of the influence which has nccomplished this change
had its birth in our Alma Mater? More, 1 believe, than we will ever

realize.

“The great improvement made in the Public School System, the form-
ing of Teachers' Institutes, the popularizing of the Educational lecture
platform, the opening of specialized schools and the ecstablishment of
colleges for women ﬁnving large financial support back of them,—all
tended to make the maintenance of such an institution as ours more diflicult.
But if her real work was accomplished why should we grieve?

* In August, 1920, only three years after the above was written, the 19th Amend.
ment was added to the Constitution of the Uinited States, giving women the right of
Suffrage. And thus the prediction becomes wholly fulfilled,
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“Perhaps her founders were too far shead of their time to hope to
realize their high ideals in their material form, but let us never ceuase to be
thankful that we have been a part of the great foundation work of that
splendid sentiment which since that day has worked itself out into all
manner of good for womankind-—and therefore for the world.”

At the Reunion to be held this year---1927, a great-granddaughter of
one of the Founders of Pennsylvania Female College, and who is in close
touch with present college life, will give a talk on “The College Girl of To-
day.” As a fitting way of celebrating our 20th Anniversary, the Associa-
tion is publishing a history of the College, which has been prepared by

Paul Allen Mertz, A. M.
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List of Former Students and Daughters Who Have Affiliated
Themselves With the Glenwood Association

*Mrs. Mary Rambo Abrams
*Mrs. Lucy Fairchild Alexander
Miss Sallie Antrim

Mrs. Louisa Harley Arnold
*Mrs. Mary Hunsicker Bartman
Mrs. Agnes Shultz Barber
Mrs. Ella Gilbert Bailey

Mrs. Carrie Schall Barry
*Mrs. Sue Bickley Baskin
*Mrs. Sophic Bertolet Bauer
*Miss Florence Baum

Miss Pauline V. Baum

Mrs. Olivia Brendlinger Baus
*Mrs. Hannah Heebner Bean
Mrs. Camilla Fox Bean

Mrs. Hannah Moser Belden
*Mrs. Ziphee Aiman Beebe
*Mrs. Annie Hopkins Bean
*Mis. Elizabeth Frick Bertolet
Mrs. Henrietta Bean Beyer
Mrs. Esther Lukens Bockius
Mrs. Sue Lary Boone

Mrs. Kate Cox Botchford
*Mrs. Mary J. Bickley Bean
Mrs. Adaline Fairchild Brins.

made
Mrs. Emma Evans Brownback
Mrs. Zenia Kuntz Bowman
Mys. Elizabeth Shoemaker Buck.
man

Miss Helen Buckwalter
*Mrs. Mo:y Brobst Buch

Miss Atice Casselberry

*Mrs. Mary Hendricks Cassel.
berry
"Mrs. Sallic Hendricks Cassel-

berry
*Mrs. l‘fummh Price Conway
*Mrs. Martha McKee Crawford
Miss Emily Crawford
Mrs. Ella Shupe Davis
*Miss Kate Detwiler

*Mrs. Mary Reiff Detwiler
Mrs. Laura Sorber Diemer
Mrs. Emma Spare Dillon
*Mrs. Sue Levan DeTurk
Mrs. Jennie McKean Ellis
Miss Grace Espenship
*Mrs. Sarah Jones Evans
Mrs. Kate Hughes Fvans
*Mrs. Ida Bowman Fenton
Mrs. Carolyn Brownback Fell
*Mrs. Lizzie Garber Fetterolf
Mrs. Annie Schall Fisher
Mrs, Josephine Landis Fritz
Mrs. Eveanna Kenney Forest
* Mrs. Flora Lachman Fry
*Mrs. Elizabeth Thatcher Fuller
*Mrs. Margaret Bringhurst Gar-
ber
Mrs. Christiana Funk Garber
Miss Anna R. Gausline
*Miss Emma Gibbons
*Miss Sallie Gibbons
*Mrs. Kate Reiff Gilpin
*Miss Mary C. Gorton
Miss Mahella Grim
Mrs. Flora Hunsicker Hamer
Miss Elizabeth Hamer
Miss Margaretta Hamer
*Mrs. Susan Bunting Hance
Miss Emily Schnurman
lacker
Mrs. Ida Gotwals Harley
*Mrs. Martha Shafer Harry
Mrs. Mary Gilbert Hendricks
*Mrs. Kate Hunsicker Hendricks
Mrs. Grace Kirk Helm
*Miss Emma J. Hahn
Mrs. Ida Hillegas Hersch
*Mrs. Martha Hallman Heist
Mrs. Sarah Fairchild Helmbold
*Mrs. Amanda Stacker Hughes
*Mrs. Ella Hendricks Hobson

Har-



*Miss Joanna Hoffman
*Mrs. Mary Hoffman Hope

Mrs. Martha Funk Houck

Mrs. Ella Gilmore Hulse

Mrs. Emma Hunsicker

*Miss Ella M. Hunsicker

*Mrs. Annie Major Johns

Mrs. Viola Gottshalk Johnson
Miss Ida Jones

Mrs. Annic Line Keck

*Mrs. Sarah A. Kemmerer

Miss Lottic Kendall

Mrs. Retta Kinsey

*Mrs. Mary Hallman Kohl

Mrs. Sallie Mechling Kleppinger
Mrs. Lydia Gibson Kline

Mrs. Amanda Kuntz Kline
*Mrs. Emily Todd Kratz

Miss Sue Landis

*Miss Amanda Larzelere

Mrs. Leah Kemmerer Leidy
*Mrs. Annic Strassbuger Leidy
Mrs. Ella Knipe Lewis

Mrs. Mary Schwenk Lewis
*Mus. Sallie Kratz Long

Mrs. Sarah Hunsicker Longstreth
Mrs. Annie Guilbert Mahon
*Miss Elizabeth Marsailles
*Mrs. Hannah Larzalere Mather
*Miss May Field McKean
*Miss M. Jennic McCallmont
Mrs. Adele Fetterolf Miller
*Miss Hannie M. Morris

Mrs. Fannie FEvans Smith Moore
Mrs. Florence H. Mosteller

Mrs. Emma Vanderslice Mostel-

ler

Mrs. Kathryn Hunsicker Old
Miss E. Anna Oberholtzer

Mrs. Emmaa Hahn Olmstead

Mrs. Sophie Cagselberry Om-
wake

*Mes. Emma Main Palmer

*Miss Ida Patterson

Mrs. Ella Vanderslice Peart

Mrs. Addie Shermarn Penfield

Mrs. Hannah Royer Peoples

*Miss Lydia Gibson Pierson

*Miss Mae Pennypacker

Murs. Elizabeth Arnold Poole

*Mrs. Mary Hunsicker Preston

Virs. Kate Kenny Prizer

*Mrs. Mary Crawford Ramsey

Mrs. Minnie Ruth Reber

Miss Tamazine A. Rennard

*Mrs. Rebecca Rhoads

Miss Josephine Rhoads

Mrs. Lizzie Gotwalts Richardson

*Mrs. Adaline Compton Robbins

*Mrs. Sallie Grim Sabold

Mrs. Lizzie Bromer Schwenk

*Miss Harriet C. Shafer

Mrs. Helen Coates Shreve

Mrs. Annic Streeper Slinghuff

Mrs. Mary Jefferis Smith

Mrs. Mary K. Schreiner Smith

Mrs. Mary Hobson Smith

Myrs. Clara Hahn Smith

*Mrs. Margaret Buzzerd Sower

*Miss Priscilla Stephens

Mrs. Magdalena Strassherger
Stauffer

Miss Emma Stauffer

Miss Flizabeth Stanger

*Mrs, Rebecea Eicholtz Sunder-
Vand

*Mrs. Virginia Rogers Swan

*Mrs. Josiah P, Sherman



*Miss
Mrs,
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
.\' I'S.
Miss

Mrs,

Flla Tolan

Agnes Geist Trexler

Mary Mosser Trexler
Elizabeth Tustin

Mary Russel Tyson

Cecelia Hamer Vanderslice
Mabel C. Vanderslice
Nellie McKean Waas
Margaret Walker

Ela Crater Walt

* Deceased.

*Mrs.
Mrs.
*Mrs.
*Mrs.
Mrs.
*Mrs.

Sarah Shelly Weinberger
Mattie Rosenberger Wanner
Leonora Sell Wieand
Carrie Rambo Walt

Mary Hallman Wimmer
Frances Hagaman Wills
Mrs, Ella Etter Woodruff

Mrs. Lizzie Bomberger Yost
Mrs. sue Hallman Young

Daughters and granddaughters are invited to join the Association.
The Secretary will he glad to be kept in touch with all members and form-

er students.

Mus. Cecrraa HaMER VANDERSLICE, Secretary
5029 Schuyler Street. Germantown

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania



List of Contributors to
THE PENNSYLV ANIA FEMALE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
Presented to Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa.
by the Glenwood Association, May, 1921

AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP, $3.000

Mrs. Louise Harley Arnold
Mrs. Ida Robinson Allen
Mrs. Agnes Shultz Barber
Mrs, Olivia Brendlinger Baus
*Mrs. Sue Bickley Baskin

Mrs. Hannah L. Moser Belden
Mrs, Henrietta Bean Beyer
Mrs. E. Lukens Bockius

Mrs. Emma Evans Brownback

Mrs. Elizabeth Shoemaker Buck-

man

Miss Helen Buckwalter

Miss Alice Casselberry

*Miss Catharine Detwiler

Mrs. Emma Spare Dillon
*Mrs. Sallie Jones Evans
*Mrs. 1da L. Bowman Fenton
H. G. Fetterolf

Mrs. Eveanna Kenney Forrest
Mrs. Flora Lachman Fry
Miss Anna R. Gausline

*Mrs. Kate Reiff Gilpin

Miss Mahella E. Grim

*Miss Emma J. Hahn

Mrs. Flora Hunsicker Hamer
Mrs. Ida M. Gotwals Harley
*Mrs. Martha Shafer Harry
Mrs. Grace Kirk Helin

Mrs. Mary Gilbert Hendricks
*Mrs. Kate Hunsicker Hendricks
*Mrs. Ella Hendiirts Hobson
*Miss Joanna Hoffman

Mrs. Bessic Hunsicker

C. H. Hunsicker
*Mrs. Annic Major Johns
*Mrs. Mary anlmun Kohl

* Dececased

Mrs. Adelaide Curdy Henk

Mrs. Annie Line Keck

*Mus, Sarah A. Kemmerer

Mrs. Sarah Hunsicker Longstreth

M. R. Longstreth, Esq.

*Miss May Field McKean

Mrs. Annie Guilbert Mahon

Mrs. Katharine Stauffer Moser

Mrs. Florence H. Maosteller

Dr. and Mrs. John Niles

Mrs. Emma Hahn Olmstead

Mrs. Catharine Kenney Prizer

Mrs. Joanna Wanner Reifl

Miss Josephine Rhoads

*Mrs. Sallie Grim Sabold

Mrs. Hattie Wanner Saylor

Mrs. Elizabeth Bromer Schwenk

*Miss Harriet Shafer

*Mrs. Wm. L. Sharman

Mrs. Mary Schreiner Smith

Mrs. Mary Hobson Smith

*Miss Priscilla Stephens

Mrs. Agnes Geist Trexler

Mrs. Mary Moser Trexler

Miss Mary L. Tustin

Mrs. Cecilin Hamer Vanderslice

*Mrs. Sarah Shelly Weinberger

Mrs. Belle Morgan Wood

Mrs. Ella Fuer Woodruff

A Friend

Mr. Francis J. Clamer

Mrs. Katharine Hunsicker Old

Mrs. Kate Cox Blotchford

S. S. Class, Calvary Baptist
Church, Norristown, Pa.



Mrs.

List or MesmonriAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Amna  Rebecea  Zimmerman

Anderson

Daughters, Mrs. Ida A. Davis, M. D).,
and Mrs. S. A, Spatz, D. D. S,

Mrs. Hannah Heebner Bean

Mrs,

Mirs.

Mrs.

Mrs.

Mrs.

M.

Children, T. Lane Bean, Esq.. and
Mrs. A. Conrad Jones.

Maria Tyson Buckwalter
Daughter, Helen M. Buckwalter,

Matilda Boyer Fspenship
Grace, Stanley, and Clarence Iis}n-n-
ship and Brother, H. K. Boyer, Esq.
Elizabeth Garber Fetterolf
Family.

Anna Jane Hunsicker Grater
Sister, Mrs. 8. . Longstreth.

Salome Buckwalter Garber
Brother, Jacob Buckwalter.

Emma Frances Williams Spare
Son, Hlarry W. Spare.

Miss Ella Mary Hunsicker
Sister, Mrs. Sarah H. Long-
streth,

VMiss Annie Hallman
Sisters.

Mrs. Sallie Kratz Long

Hushand.
Eliza Ann Oberholtzer

Dr. Levi Obherliolizer and Sis-
ters,

Miss

Mrs. Mary Hunsicker Preston
Daughter, Lillie  Preston

Spare.

I.eonora Sell Wieand

Daughters.  Miss Irma C.
Wicand ‘and Mrs. Helen
Wicand Cole.

Mres.

Mrs. Frances Hagamen Wills

Daughter, Miss E. C. Wills,

Mary Ann Reiff Detwiler
Children.

s Clara Brendlinger

Sister, Annie V. Brendlinger.

Mus.



* Glenwood Reunion Song.
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] 1. Allhailtallhail,thisgladsome day. When onco again we meet,And clasp warmhands in friendship’s way,
2. Theysay that many years have gone, And lo! upon our beads Once .rav- en black or golden brown,
3. But for to-day we're girls once more And now again we rove, Light-hearted as
4. Allhail’nllhml ,this gladsome day.Whenonce again we meet Andclupvurmhand: in friendship’s way,

in days of yore
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And  joy that we may greet So ma - ny that in days“lang syne,”In {outhfnlse
Are  ma- ny “silver threads;” And deep within each heart, 1 trow Is

Thro'school-room, hatl andgrove.And of- ten now we stop (o ask: “Ob girls!do you re- mem- ber?”
And feel each true heart beat. And when we part our prayershall be On ouppllnnt knee low bending,

arch of knowledge,

id- den some swoeet myst'ry
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Were lead by prov - { . den - tial line
Where tears and amfles are mingled now— God bless each dear one's bis-t'ry.
A - bout this spot,or that hard task—Or of some ab. sent mem-ber,

} Glenwood!Glenwood!
“Dear Fa- ther,keepeach life with thee Un- til this new yearsend-ing.
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Here a. gain we meet;Glenwood!G'enwood! Mem-o- ries s0 sweel Bind our hearta to-geth-er as
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once a-gain we greet thee, dear old Glen. wood Ilall.

T fed ! —i__ﬁ"*
R e

¢ Written ( by request) for the (lenwood Amsocistion of the Pennaylvanie Female Oollege.



