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Nrar the center of the village of Collegc\'illc, Permsylvania, about 
lwo hlocks removed from the main street, there is a small stone tower, 
rirrular in shape, about the size of the usual mausoleum, loratcd in the 
<·rnlrr of a ten acre gro,·c of beautiful trcl•s. Within this tower there is a 
marble marker, hearing this inscription: 

THIS BUILDING 
MAR4<S THE SITE OF 

THE FIRST FEMALE COLLEGE 
IN U. S. A. 

FOUNDED i851 BY 
JAMES WARRENE SUNDERLAND, LL. D. 

THIS MEMORIAL 
ERECTED BY 

FRANCIS J. CLAMER 
f\ND FAMILY 

1920 

On this site stood Pennsylvania F'l'malc Collegc, not to hr confused 
with another <'ollegc hy the samc name in Pittsburgh, which was contem• 
pornry with the later years of existcnce of this collrr,c and which is still 
in operation. Its interest to the writer lirs in its proximity to his former 
home, in the relations which ii bore to Ursinus Collew~ nnd its />redccrssor. 
Freeland Seminary, also located at Colll'geville, the recent icld of tht' 
writr.r's educational activity, and finally, in the claim of the alumni of this 
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J. W. SUNDERLAND. LL. 0. 
FIRST PIIUIDINf, PENNt\'LVAlitA 

HIIAL( COlllGC 

institution lo J>riorit)' in the orgnni1.11tio11 of n 
chartered <'ol egc exclusi\'cly for women in 
the United States. We shnll rrse1 ,·c the 
question of priority to n Inter portion of this 
account. 

Jnmes Wnrrenc Sunderlnnd came to 
College\'iile, then known ns Freeland, one 
milo from Perkiomen Bridge Post Office, 
by quite unexpected circumstance, in I 8118. 
Reverend Abram Hunsicker, n resident of 
Freeland, whose fnther had come from 
Switwrlnnd to Americn in 1717 ancl had 
settled in Germnntown, founded n seminary 
for young men nl Frrelnnd in 1848, known 
ns Freeland Seminary. This institution hns 
since become Ursinus College. Mr. Hun
sicker's son, Re\', Henry A. Hunsicker, wns 
principal of this seminary. During the sum
mer of J 8,18 Mr. Henry Hun~icker advertised 
for a teacher of the Clnssics and Mathematics. 

J. \Vnrrcuc Sunderland saw and answered the ad\'crtiscmcnt. 
Mr. Su11derlnnd was horn in Exeter, Vermont, on Fehnrnry 19, HU~

He was of English descent. TIH' family name was dcri\'cd from one 
Henry Spencer, who was created Enrl of Sunderland l,y Clmrlt!s I in 164:i. 
On his mother's side his ancestors were English folk who cnme to Mas~n
chusells in the early clays of the colony nnd nftcrwnrd followed Hoger 
Williams into Hhodc Island. In boyhood he led a rnthcr nd\'cnturous 
career. One of his exploits wns u voyage through the Mcditerranenn. 
He was on the flag-ship Asia in command of Captain Codrington when 
tho allied fleets of Engh,ml, Frnncc, and Russin attacked and clc~troyed 
the I'urkish squadron in the hnrhor of Na\'arino, Octoher 20, 1 B27. The 
result of this nction insured the independence of Greece. Two ycnrs before 
this Mr. Smulcrlnncl, a mere youth, dc\'iscd a n11_1chine for the spirming of 
wool directly t'rom the curding nrnchines, n device which was later per• 
fccted by someone else to whom he sold it. 

\Ve next hear of Mr. Sunderland nt Kendrick College, near St. Louis, 
Missouri. He hnd graduated from Weslcynn College, Middletown, 
Connecticut, and wns teaching in Kc11drick. He attained such distinction 
in the \VcEt thnt n group of wealthy men hnd agreed to finance a college for 
young m<•n of which Mr. Sunderland wns to he president, He spent his 
mention in the summer of 1 EM8 at his home in Hhod<• lslnnd, nnd while 
slopping in Philadelphia on his return West, learned of a serious onl• 
l,reak of yellow fever, in St. Louis, which led to the suspension of the 
college plan there. It was then that Mr. Sunderland saw Mr. Hunsickcr's 
advertisement for n teacher. Through this medium, Mr. Hunsicker hccnmc 
acquainted with the young teacher nnd persuaded him to join his fnculty. 
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During his ser\'ice at Fn•eland Seminnry, Mr. Sunderland prepnrcd a num, 
her of young men for Yale and Harvard, among them the late Honorable 
Wayne S. McVeagh, lawyer, statesman, diplomat, and Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States. His wife, Mrs. LuAnnie Sunderland, gave 
lessons in painting and drawing in Freeland Seminary and taught _in the 
day school of the neighborhood, which adjoined the scminnry. 

Into the mind of Hev. Ahrnm Hunsicker, proprietor of Freeland 
Semil!'try, came the iden of organizing n seminary for young ladies that 
might offer the snme facilities to young women which were afforded at 
his son's seminnry. When this iden wus ;,resented to Mr. Sunderland 
some time after his coming lo Freeland, he adopted it, and was desirous 
of cstnblishing such n school, hut he lac~ecl the means. Thereupon this 
sumo Abram Hunsicker, patron of learning, ndvance<l the funds and 
fostered the infant institution until it could ~dvance unassisted. 

Accordingly, on April 7, 1851, Madame LuAnnie Sunderland opened 
n privnte seminary for young Indies in o dwelling house opposite Free• 
lnnd Seminary and in the ndjncent day school. There were seven teachers, 
forty-one day students, one hoarder, and seven "visiting" students from 
nenrhy counties; there wns a special class in drawing for young men from 
Freeland Seminnry, hut this was discontinued nfter the first session. The 
totnl enrollment of young women for the first year was fifty-seven. A 
property of twenty-six deres overlooking the beautiful strenm known as 
thn Perkiomen, nncl not fnr from Freelnnd Scminnry, was purchased, nncl 
ground wns hroken in the snmc year for n new lmildmg for the seminary
u stone structure four stories high, and cnlculntecl lo acconunodate one 
hundred pupils. The school OJ>e'ned in the new builditig October 27 of the 
snrnc ycnr ( 1851) under the name MONTGOMERY FEMALE SEMINARY, 
from the totmty of its locntion. The first catnloguc of this instilutil•tl 
announces Abram Hunsicker and J. W. Sunderland ns joint founders. h1 
the first two years of the existence of this seminary there were in atlendnnre 
n lotnl of more than two hundred young womc11. 

In the meantime Mr. Sunderlancl was mapping out a plan for a 
college-and this time for young women. Montgomery Seminary was to 
h~ u \>repnrntory school for this projected institution, nn institution 
l'Rclical y unlike the exisiting semin,,rics for women of his day. No 
copies of the curriculum of Montgomery Seminary have been found, 
pre\'ious lo its incorporation into Pennsylvaniu Female College, hut it is 
obvious that Mr. Sunderland was taking whnt for Pennsylvania nt least wns 
n most forward step in projccting this institution. In Pcnnsylvnnin seventy 
ycurs ngo, housework and motherhood wcre conceded to be the sphere of 
woman's duties in life, nncl should mark the limits of her ambition. 
Higher cducnlion for women al that lime wns not n popular idea with the 
conservutivo Pcnnsylvaninns, and it wns no ordinary undertaking to brave 
the prejudices of the surrounding neighborhood ns well ns lo battle with 
inten~sted opposition hy uttempting to estnblish and maintain this type of 
institution. On April 6, 1853, the legislnturc of the state of Pennsylvania 
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passed an net to incorporntc the Pennsyl\'Rniu F<'mnlc College, which 
conferred upon Montgomery Fcmnlc Seminary the rights, privileges, nnd 
rcsponsibilitirs of n slnndnrd college. 

The Act, which hecnmc the hnsic chartrr of the college follows, as 
found in "Laws of Pennsylvania-1853": 

No. 217 

AN ACT 

To incorporate the Pennsyh•ania Femule Collette 

CoRPOHATION, Snu: AM> PHl\'IU:Gt;s. 

Section 1. Be It enacted hy the Senate and llou!le o( ltepresrntatlves or the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania In General Assemhly met, and it Is hereby enacted 
hy the authoritr of the same, that there shall he aml herehy Is establl8hed near 
Perkiomen Bridge, so called, in the county or Montgnmery, an institution or learning 
for the education of flirls and young women in any aml all the useful and orna• 
menial branches of ed,u·ation, hy 1he name, style, ancl title of 11The Pennsylvania 
female College", under the care and direction of a hoard or lr118lces, not exceeding 
twenty.five in numlfcr, who, with their succt•i1~or14 in office, Mhall he and are herehy 
declared to he one hody politic and corporate, in deed anti in law, to l,e known by the 
name, 8lylc, and title of "The Penn11ylvania Female College," and by tl1e same 
shall ha,·e perpetual stt<·cession, anti i.hall he able to sue and he 11ued, lo plead and be 
impleatfed, In all rnurls of law and equity, ancl 11hall he rapahlc In law and equity 
to take, hold, and purchase, for the hencfit and me of sa11l college, lands, goods, 
chattels, and mone)'II, of any kincl whatever, hy girt, grant, co11\'eyance, devise or 
bequest, from any perimn or persons whomsoever capable of making the same, ancl the 
same from time to time to sell, convey, mortgage, or dl11posc of, for the use and 
benefit of said collcg<', ancl they shall have~ power to errcl surh huildlngs as may he 
necessary for the puqm!le!I of saitl colleKc, and to provide lihrarie11, apparatus, an all 
other needful mean!.' of imparting a full aUtl thorough roltr11c of int1tructlon In any 
or all the departments of 11cient·e, literature, ancl the lil,eral arts, and to do all anti 
singular the mat1en1 and thing!! whirh may he lowf ul for them to do for the well• 
heing of said college, and for 1hc 111111 management and orclering of the aHairs thereof. 

TnusTt:t:s 

Section 2. That for the ,,resent the trustees o( the said college shall he 
Jame~ Warrcne Sumlerland, John H. Grigg, Matthia!I llaldemnn, William B. llahn, 
ancl Wright Bringhurst, who, or nn)' thref! of them, on aml after the 11a11sagc of 
this act, shall have power to organize the 11aicl hoarcl of tru~tces, anti after tho !18ld 
organization, three members of the said IH1ard 11hall constitute a 11uorum to do 
husine5.0J at any meeting callPcl in 1lue form, arcorclin~ to tho by.laws cstahli11hed 
by 11altl hoard. 

Tn11s1u:s To F11.1. \' ACA NCtt:s 

Section 3. That tho boarcl of tru11lec!I 11ha1l have power to fill all vacancie!I in 
their own body, lo appoint 8Uch officers anti agents for their own hmly as may lw 
deemed ex1iedlent, ancl lo aclopt and estahli11h their own hy.faw11 an1l regulations: 
they shall appoint a 1mi!!idr111 and faculty of inRtructlon, who shall he cl1argctl 
with the direction ancl management of the literary affain, of the college, 1,rescrlbe 
the course of study, text-hooks to l,e usecl, and the 1liscipllne for t[le government 
of the pupils; 1he 1>re!lidcnt or any members of the faculty may he remo,ed from office 
whenever In the n1>inlon of lhc hoard of trll!llee~ such removal 111 necessary to the 
interests or the Institution. 
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FAcuuv ro Cosn:n Dr.r.Rt:t:s. 
Scclion 4. 111a1 the focuhy shall have power lo confer se..:11 literary degrees 

and academic hononi as arc t111ually granled hy colleges, upor, uuch Jmpils as shall 
ham complcled in :i satl11foctory manner the prescribed course of study. 

APPROl'HIATION or Mosr.-.s 
Section 5. That the truslees t1hall faithfully appropriate all moneys and other 

effects that may come inlo their hands for 1ho sole benefit of lhe said institution, nor 
i;holl any bequest or donation mode to anil accepletl hy the said hoard for specific 
educational ohjerlR, e,·er he tliverlcd from the 1mrposes designated Ly the donor. 

A11M1sstoN or Pur11.s. 
Section 6. That 1he college shall always· he open to the admission of pupils 

of all religiou!I tlcnominationl', who exhibit e1 fair moral character and are willing 
10 yiel1I a rl'81ly ohedi1·nce to lhe gc>ncral reg~lation!! f}rescrihecl for the conduct of 
the pupils and the go,·crnmrnl of the inslltution. 

M1sN0~1m f>RO\'ISO 

Sectional 7. That no misnomer of said corf}oration shall defeat or annul any 
gifl, grnnl, cltwiRe, or heq11c111, to ,,r from the said corporation: Provided, that the 
intcnl of 1he parti1ii- shall s11Hicicn1ly appear upon lhc fac·e of thl• gift, will, or 
writing, whercl1)' an)' e,iale or intr.rc>i-1 wa11 intencled to he passed to or from the 
11aitl eorporation. 

W. P. St11t:1.1. 
S11eaker of 1he House of Hepresentath·es 

T110. CAHSON 

S11cakcr of the Senate 

Awron11 '--The i.ixth day of A11ril, 0110 1housar1tl eight hurulrc1I anti fihy-thrre. 
\Vll. 81r.LtH 

Foul' dnys Inter the corporntors named in this charter met in Mr, 
Sund,•rlund's office, nnd solemnly put into effect the plnns for the operntion 
of this new institution. The fi.-st cntnlogue showed an nllendancc of <'r.c 
hundred studrnts with n trnching stuff of nine. 

The resources of the new college were very meagre. They had $11000 
in cush, some Western lnnds upon which n tcnipornry lonn was effected
this land Inter sold for SJ 6,000-nnd n lonn from nn unnnmcd friend
prnbnhly lfov. Ahrnm H1111sick<·r. The pros\>rrity of the college during its 
existcncc mny Le judged hy the fnct thnt wit wut one dollnr of endowment, 
or gifts of money or lnnd, the entire college property nt the close of the 
('ollcgc in 1880 wns debt frcc, purchnsrd from the profits of the enterprise, 
nnd that s::ti,000 hud hecn ofTered und refused fo.- it sevcrnl times. In 
the Hcports of the United Stutes Commissioner of Education nfter 1870 
thr. vulunt ion wns reported ut $50,000. 

The uim purpose nml scope of this institution ns outlined in 1853, its 
first yt•nr us n college, cun he best outlhu•d by the following stntemrut 
nppenrlng in thr cntnlogue fo.- thnt yrnr: 

"The Prnn!!ylvania Femnle Collrgo was C!-lal1ll!•he1l in the fall of 1851, for the 
E1h11·u1ion of Young l.a1lles, in lhc various uttcful branches of Learning. During the 
hut winier, in order 10 extend it11 usefulnei.ll, 81ttl gh-e to it a more comprehensive 
anti permnn<'lll d111rac1er, it wns h)' act of the Genernl Assemhly of the Common• 
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wealth, erected into a CoJlege propl'r, and \'esled with all till' privilrges of the most 
fa,·oured unh·ersities, including legal authority to grant Diplomas, and confer upon 
its pupils Degrees in Literature anti the Liberal Aris. 

"The Board of Trust, created hy the acl of the Legislature, and charged with the 
management of the general interests of the institution, arc happy in heing able thus 
early lo announce ro the public, that rhc new orJ!nnbation in acconlanre with the 
pro\'isions of their Charter, has bet>n compll'tr<l, nn«I the Eo;tahlishment is now in 
successful operation as a regular College. 

"To its former friends anti patrons the Ooarcl net>tl only state that the Insthu. 
tion will continue, as heretofore, under rhc supcnision and direction of Mr. Sunderlan1l, 
assisted hy a full and eHirient Board of lmrruction, 01111 will he conducted on the 
same judicious and lihrral principle~ that formcrl)· rharacterize«I his administration 
d its affairs. 

"The prima, )' ohjel'I with the projrctors and friends of this enterprise has heen, 
to llllild up in our midst a Seminary of the high.est gra1le, where the citi1.N1s of 
Pennsylvania, and the uljoining states, might obtain for their daughters an educa• 
tion as thorough and comprehensi\'e as can he hail in the best cstahlishments of the 
country; and yet, at an expense so m1Hlrrate as to bring it within reach of those 
of limited resources. 

"It is an axiom in the theory of Hepuhlicanism, that e,ery child should he 
educated; and it would ,eem from the liberal provision made in most of the statei. for 
free schools, a111l from t-l1e numerous seminaries of a higher grade established hy 
public and pri\'atc munifirt'ncc, thar there rould he no lack of educational fa1·ilities in 
1111r land; )'Cl it is a lamentable fact that the hencfits of tlwsc arc confinecl almost 
cxdush·cly to one of the sexes, while 1he other i11 left without any adequate pro\·ision 
for thorougl• systematic culture. 

"Of the multitudes of prh·atc seminaries for the education of young ladies, thnt set 
up claims to public patronaµc, 1mme can hardly he ~aid to educate in any 3t'tur of 
that term; while others thal arc really meritorious, arc so ,·xprmfre as to he inaccess• 
ible lo many who would he glad to a\·ail themsel\'Cs of their advantages. 

"h is a desideratum, then, to provide educational establishments where the 
daughters of the le11s affluent, in common with those of the wealthy, can enjoy the 
means necessary to the full expansion an1I dc\·elopmenl of their powers. In pro• 
jccling this institution, we ha\'C cndea\'Orcd to attain this encl-to combine econorn)' 
in expense with thoroughness in mental training anti com1lTchcnsivcness in attain
ments. How far we ha\'e succec«lc1l, the puhlic must examine and judge for them• 
seh·es. 

"H the fan ur alrca1ly extended us is to he taken ai- their verdict, we ha,·c no 
reason to he discouraged. Though our llalls were first opened for the reception of 
pupils as recently as the 27th of Octoher, 1851, we ha\·e since had in attendance 
about two hundred La1lies, from different sections of the country; and we trust that 
we h8\'e put an imprC!\.'l upon some of these mimls that will !>peak well for thorou(d1 
systematic training, and demon!ltratc the prar.licahility <'f elc\'ating the standard of 
intellectual culture among Females. 

"We are among those who hclitwe that the femalc mincl is enclowecl with powers 
and capabilities quite equal to those of the other sex; and no sufficient reason can he 
assigned why they should not he as fully developed and carefully cultivated. It will, 
therefore, be a primary object with us, to arouse puhlic attention to the importance of a 
more practical and liberal education for 1•·Qma11-10 Impress upon parents the neccsslt)' 
of providing for their daughters that kincl and amount of instruction and training, 
menial, moral, ancl physical, that will more fully qualify them for the efficient dis• 
charge of the duties of life. 

"Our plan contemplates a two-fold object. First, to provlcle correct and thorough 
instruction in the ordinary branches of learning, at 110 cheap a rate as to hring it 
within the reach of all: second, lo afford to t=ur.h young ladies as may desire to 
pursue a more cxten!li\·e course in the sciencct1 an,I liberal arts, an opportunity of 
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cloing so, un1l('r circumi,tances as fa\'Orahle us tho!!e enjoyed hy the other sex at 
our most respeclahlc Colleges. 

"Accordingly 1hc Seminary comprises a PREPARATORY SCHOOL, and the 
COLLEGE PROPER. 

•·111 1hc former, girls will hc accuralely taught all the indispensable, wilh many 
ol Ilic useful anti ornamenlal branches ol eclucalion; in 1he la lier, a liberal, yel 
11rnc1ical c·oursc of siucly has ht·c·n laicl 0111, comprising a clue proporlion of the Exacl 
anti Physical Sciences, wilh 1hc Languages, Belles Lellres, and the Ornamental 
Uranchel-', conlcrnpla1 ing for its accomplishmenl a perio1l of three years" (Isler, four J, 
"for whic-h competent lnslruclors, the nec·e~sar)' apparalus, Libraries, elc., are alreaJ)· 
11rovidctl in parl, ancl will he increusc1l as occasion may rec1uire. 

",\ny young lacly completing 1his course, and sustaining satisfactory examinalions 
1111 lhe same, shall reecive an appropriate Diploma; ancl will he cntillccl to a Laureale 
as significant ancl ,·aluahlc us that conferred on young men at inslitutions of a 
c·11rres/1011cling gracle. 

" n hoth cleparlmcnts, lhe course of inslruc-tion ancl cliscipline will ha\'C reference 
not only lo the cle,·clopment of 1hc intellectual powers, hul lo lhc education of the 
11hysicul system, 01111 1hc culture of lhc heart. The heahhy action of the hody is oon
!-iclcrccl as e!'sential to mental vigor ancl rnrreet moral scntimenl, as it is indispensable 
111 peri-onal comfort ancl hap1,iness. 

"In 1he conslruction of the College E1lifice, therefore and in the projection and 
im11rovcment of the surroun,ling groun,ls, as well as in the selection of the site itself, 
such regard has been hncl lo the great laws of health which relate to air, exercise, 
ancl water, as, it is bclie,·ecl, will s,!cure lo pupils the full enjoyment of that inesti• 
mahlc blessing, so far as it clepencls on the due attention to these. 

"The site occupies a hcau1ifol eminence on the banks of 'the beautiful Perkioming', 
O\'l'rlouking that romantic stream spanned with iii, nohle Briclge, and meandering 
through one of the most charming \'all's imaginable. The main edifice is a handsome 
structure of stone, forty feet by se,·ent)·•riVl', four stories high, and calculated to 
aceommo1la1e one hundred pupils. The arrangemcnls, both for clomestic and school 
purpo!-es, arc perfect in the,r adaptation to their appropriate cncJs. The Study Halls, 
Lecture Rooms, Dormitories, and Uefcctor)', arc s11acious and airy, and furnished 
with e,·err requisite for the health, comfort anti com·enience of the pupil. The 
c!>tablishment is bountifully supplied with pu1e water, and is prO\·ided with warm, 
l'oltl, ancl i;liower baths; to which unclc•r proper rc•gulation, all the pupils ha,e acce&i." 

It is nppnrcnt from the nbon~ thnt Dr. Sunderlnnd had in miud the 
more extensive higher educntion of women, than was prevalent; on the 
other hnnd, it cnnnot he entirely inferred from the obo\'e thnt he believed 
thnt he was projecting n type or grade of institution that was non-existent 
elsewhere. It is ob\'ious that the higher education of women was not com
mon practice. It is also clear that he helie\'ed thnt WCltnan was capable of 
cducntion on on equal hasis with man. While he a.. >st states that the 
college will provide fncilities and curricula equal to those of men's 
colleges, he docs not unequi\'ocnlly make that statement until 1873, when 
he states that graduation at this college means the same as graduation from 
colleges for the other sex. In any case, it is dear that Dr. Sunderland 
was not following o beaten track, and that he was doing real pioneer 
work in the higher education of women. 

Note-Many ha\'e ex1nessccl ~urprisc at refcrcncc to 11howcr-hath!I i:'I a part of the 
school equipment in )853, in view of thc intrmlm·tion of the hath.tub ,,bout this time 
Olcl graduates of the college who hn,·c been questioned, do not recall thti, therP. were 
such baths. The term Jlrobahl)' bore n cliffercnt signifkance than thllt which ii now 
bl'ars. 
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In a day when sectarian institutions of higher learning were the rule, 
it is notable that Pennsylvania Female College was non-sectarian. In thP
cataloguc for 1853 the following staternl'nt us to the rl'ligious character of 
the institution occurs: 

"It is the settled purpose of the managers of this College, that its usefulness shall 
nor be circumscribed by givin(l lo it a Sectarian character; and rite)' pledge themsehes, 
that no undue influence shall be permitted lo bias the reli1do11s sentiments of those 
committed to their charge. Yer, believing it is a duty incumhent on e,·ery Lirerar)' 
insritulion, to recognize the obli~ations of religion, and to inrulcatc the exalted virtues 
and pure precepts of morality taught by the great Founder of Christianit)', they feel 
that their attainments would be seriously defecti,·c without some flto\'ision for domestic 
worship. To gi\'e the school, therefore, as much as possible, tl1c character of a well
ordered Christian household, devotional exrrriscs, consisting of \>rayer and the read• 
ing of appropriate portions of the Scripture, will he regul ul)' o 1!-en·ed. Each pupil 
will also be e~pectecl to attend public worshi11 on the Sahbarh, at i;ud1 cl1urch-there 
being several in the neighborhood-as she or hc>r parents may designate. 

"When the weather is unf8\'ourable tu going out, Sahbarh exercises will be had 
at the College." 

The aim of the institution varied little throughout its history. The 
following statement of principles in th(; cntnlogue for 1873, twenty years 
ofter its chartering, enunciates more definitely perhapR the originnl aim. 

"This ~liege was projected in 1851. The object was to provide helter facilities 
for the liberal education of women than were to be met with in the Female Semi• 
naries of that day. 

"Starting upon the theory that all whose means and circumstances will admit, 
ought to be educated, intellectually, morally, and physically, 10 the full measure 
of their caJ>abilities without reganl to any 11ar1icular ,·ocation in after life or any 
peculiar sphere of sex, we undertook to ,,rovide adequate mea1111 for such young women 
as might choose to avail themseh·es of t 1em, for the practkal application of this idea. 
A curriculum of 11tudies embracing all branches from the rudiments 1111 to the highest 
departments of the liberal arts and sciences was marked out, and arrangements made 
to supply competent Tuition in each as might he needed. 

"An inspection of these courses of study will show them to he ample, varied 
and complete, and skilfully adaptecl to the highest impro,·emenl of both intellect and 
character. Our methods of instruction combine acquisition with develo11ment, the 
accumulation of useful knowledge wirh the thorough training of the f acuities. Of 
course ii is not expected that every girl who enlers our College. will complete the 
entire curriculum of studies, nor even that portion of it ,,rescrihed for graduation. 
Parents can select rhe particular branches they de!!ire t 1eir cla11ghters to pursue, 
and give such general direction to their ,•:,urse of e1lucation ns in their judgment 
since calculated best to accomplish the purposes in view. Yet. we most decidedly 
recommend all whose means and circumstances will permit, 10 1rnrsue the Regular 
Course to graduation, and thus secure that thorough mental iliscipline and culture 
tlaat will be found so indispensable to the coming women in the clischarge of the 
Juries and responsibilities of life." 

In the catalogue of the same yenr, the following statement regarding 
graduation appears: 

"And here it may he proper to remark that GRADUATION at this College 
means the same as it does at the regular colleges for the other sex. We hold legal 
authority, by charter from the Commonwealth, to confer Degrees and award Diplomas, 
which 18 the fact with but very few Seminaries for Ladies, notwitlu;tanJing most 



of them, even down tn those of very humble pretensions, profess to 'graduate' their 
pupils. We stand ple<l~etl to the Repulilic of I etters that these honors shall represent 
in our Graduates at le:\st the arnragc amount of atttainment required in American 
colleges." 

It is certain that the curriculum laid down compared most f avornbly 
with that of Vas~ar ancl Y nle, during the later years of the college. 

The su<:cess of tilt' new undertaking seems to have amply proved its 
wisdom. In the three de(·ades of the college's life, more than twenty• 
five hundred young women enjoyed its liberal training according to the 
estimates of Mrs. J. \V. Sunderland and Miss Mny Field McKean, Honor• 
ary President of the Glenwood Association of the Pennsylvania Female 
College, an alumnae body, who wrote a brief sketch of the college in 1917. 
Many of these students were registered ns academic or preparatory, rather 
than as college students. Miss McKean estimates that one hundred and 
fi\'e young wome11 received the Bachelor's degree upon the completion of 
the course. They came from a number of states and scattered out into 
almost every pnrt of the country. Thry were particularly in demand 
as teachers in Seminaries. Dr. Lewis Harley points out that "during the 
first three years of its existence, teachers were furnishecl for schools and 
colleges in ten different states." Some of these graduates found their 
way into the state normal schools as teachers; some became public 
lecturers and elocutionists, while some took up the practice of medicine. 

Because of Dr. Sunderland's advancing 
years and ill-health, the Collebt_:: came under 

JOSIAH P. SHERMAN. A. M. 
SlCONO ,11n1HNt. l'lNNSYLVANIA 

FlllALf! COLLEGE 

the direction of Prof cssor JosiP.h P. Sherman 
in 1 H68. Prof. Sherman Wal' ::i"rn at Ncw
l'ast le. Maine in 1823, and \\il:. educated nt 
Newcastle Academy and Bowdoin College. 
For fivt' venrs he was a teacher al Phoenix• 
ville, Pa.,-nnd for the fifteen suhsequcnt years 
was Superintendent of Schools at Pottsville, 
Pa. For fi\'e }Cars he directed the affairs of 
the college, resigning to attach himself to 
Tuscarora Seminary. When he rt>mo\'ed to the 
latter institution, somr of his pupils followed 
him tht>re. At the age of sixty Dr. Sunder
land again assumed leadership of the School 
and continued it through the years of its de
cline until 1880, when he closed its doors. The 
enrollment suffered as a result of the Civil 
War which resulted in the withdrawal of oil 
young wonwn from the Southern States. The 
chief euuse of its decline is attributed to the 
rise of the state normal school in Pennsyl• 

vania, whose ~rowth wns grt>atly stinmlnted Ly the fostering of the 
State. This l'ollege pus!ilcd otO of existence along with the 
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academics and other seminaries whi<'h lnckecl the substantial endowments 
necessary to their continued progress, and whose pince wns taken 
by the high school in the scconclary field, and by the more highly endowed 
women's colleges in the field of higher education. This was also the per
iod of the beginning of coeclucnlion in the coll<'ges of Pcnnsylmnin. 

Mrs. Sunderland, st>cm1d, and widow of Dr. Sunderland in nu address 
before the Monlgom<'ry County Histori<·nl Society, September 14, 1898, 
said: 

"The question so often asked, \·iz. why ~hould lhe ins1i1111ion so uncxpeclcdly 
ahandon its welldoin~. has ycl, I helic\'c ,w,·cr hcr.n answered authorilaliH~ly and 
ptrhaps ought In he ex(llaincd before lhc lasl n(lportunily for doing so shall ha,·c 
1111ssed away . . . . Tht> State Gm·crmnent has monopolizc,I the secular lrnslncs~ of 
training school teachers tor their profcsi-ion hy inslilutin~ normal schools throughout 
ils jurisdiction, nnd by sulHidizing their t,trn1h1a1cs to coopcrutc in accnm(llishing its 
peculiar purposes." 

Mrs. Sunderland then complain!< of the opposil1on of tl1c Stale Sperinlendent of 
Puhlic Instruction, ol 1hc county superin1ende111s, lo,·111 dircclors, and tlf the "im• 
proved teachers" who ''a11pt•ar lo l,arn cntf'reil into a kind of closed corporation 1fe. 
lermine,I 10 mani(lulah: a11cl manage 1h,· entire husinrss of the 1111hlic school S)'slcm, 
and all the Norm111 and lligh Schools of lhc Commonwt>ahh 

''We are simpl)· trying to show why the Penns)·hania Female C,,,iege after 1wenty• 
five years of scholaslic work, though! it 11rud<'nt to retire from the educational arena. 
We could nol hope to succcssfull>· compclc with the enormous power and resournis of 
tl1c State. /! JI the circumstancl's then exit1ting fcr\'cd to indicalc that our usdul work 
was finished, and tlll' mii-sion of thr instltulion fulfilled." 

All estimates of Dr. Sunderland's personality and chnrnclcr agree 
in emphasis upon his kindly, fatherly manner. He has been described by 
his pupils 1ts a well-nigh ideal instructor. During the early years of his 
uervice to the college, his complexion wns very dark, and at one time during 
the Chil War when feeling ran high among the girls, he was characteriz(·d 
by a young woman student whose sym,rnthies were with the South, as a 
"low black Republican", to which upon 1cari11g the cnuse of the excitement 
Dr. Sunderland replied that he hoped the girls would not nrnke him blacker 
than ho was. Dr. Sunderland is still the patron saint of the old grnduatcs 
who come annually lo Collegeville for their reunion. 

OncANIZATJON 

The organization of the Board or Corporation authorized by the charter 
has already been dcscribeci. \Vright A. Bringhurst, Esq,, served as its 
first President; Matthias Haldeman, Esq., ns Secretary, with WIiiiam B. 
Hahn, M. D., John R. Grigg, M. D., J. Wnrrcnne Sunderland, LL;• D., and 
I. Daniel Rupp, Esq,, the other members. All were local residents. Dr. 
Grigg resided in Evansburg, one mile distant, and Inter (1863,66) became 
Prothonolary of Montgomery County. He also served as attending 
physician at the college, and as lecturer on Physiology and the Laws of 
Health. 

The c_.t~logue for 1857 lists two additions to the memebrship of the 
corporation-. namely, Jacoh \Veidlc, Esq., of Lchnnon ·and J. Breitenbach, 
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M. D., of Myerstown. In 1861 ,rn find the membership unchanged except 
that Dr. Sunderland now acts as 1ts Secretary. 

In 1864 we no longer find Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Rupp, Mr. Weidle, or 
Dr. Breitenhnch on the corporation. A numhcr of new names appear: 
Samuel Gross Fry, Esq., Phila,lelphia; Rev. \Villiam Magee, Philadel
phia; Frank M. Hohson, Esq., Freeland ( later treasurer of Ursinus 
College); Capt. T. \V. Bean, U. S. A., Jeffersonville; H. F. Sellers, M. D., 
Philadelphia; Hcv. Henry A. Hunsicker, Freeland, Principal of Freeland 
Seminary; Hev. Ahrnm Hunsicker, Freeland, joint founder P.:td benefactor; 
Ahrnham Hendricks, Esq., Frcclancl, and David Nyce, Esq., of Chester 
County. The catalogue for 1868 gives the same personnel with the addi
tion of the Hon. Horace Royer, of Freeland. 

Thr catalogue for 1871, the third year of Professor Sherman's 
presidl'ncy, gh·cs no statement of a corporation. The catalogue is content 
to name the original hoard of 1853 under the title CORPORATORS, with 
the notation that Mr. Haldeman is deceased. This is again done in the 
catalogue for 1873, the Inst issue availnhl<', hut there has been added ( or 
substituted) an A lunmnc Committee of Courn,cl consisting in most cases 
of the wh·es of former members of the Corporation. Its membership in• 
dudl'd Mrs. H. U. P. Lafferty, Phoenixville; Mrs. T. W. Bean, Norristown; 
Mrs. F. M. Hobson, Freeland; Mrs. S. Gross Fry, Philadelphia; Mrs. Rev. 
\Villiam T. Magee, Chester County; Mrs. M. A. P. Caveny, Phoenixville; 
and Mrs. D. Nyce, Norristown. 

The list of Officers of Mangemcnt is interesting hy way of comparsion 
with the administrative officers of n college today. The President was 
known as the Hector. There was a pref eel of discipline; an Intendant of 
the Household; n Registrar and Accountant; a Matron; a Librarian; and a 
Physician. There wus also n Steward. All of these administrative officers 
also scr\'ed as mrmhers of the board of instrucliot1 or faculty. 

TUE FACULTY 

By piecing togeth<'r the dntn given hy the Reports of the United Statrs 
Commissioner of Education which hegan in 1870, with the catalogues 
n,•ailnhlc, we find that the institution had n faculty which varied in number 
ns follows, exclusive of distinctl)· administrntive officers and librarian. 

1851- 5 1864,-- 7 1876- - 9 
1853- () 1868- 5 1877-- 8 
1854--- 8 1871- 6 1878- 6 
1856-10 187i\-13* 1880- 7 
1861- 9 1874,--14* 

Hegnrding sex, members of the faculty included hoth men and women. 
The 1853 f acuity included four men and five women; the 1864 faculty, 
two men and five women; and at the time of its close, the same number. 

Note- • Part time teachers or lecturers prohahl)· inclutlcd in Reports to Commlss• 
ionor. 
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As to degrees held by members of the faculty: In the 1853 faculty 
only Dr. Sunderland held a Doctor's degree ( LL. D.), except for Dr. 
Grigg (l\f. 0.); two held the Bachelor of Arts degree, hut were graduates 
of the previous year's class. The 1863,,i faculty had one LL. D., one A. M., 
three A. B.'s; the only two without degrees were the Professor of Music, 
the Teacher of Drawin?' Painting, and Fancy Work. The 1873 faculty had 
one LL. D., fi\'c A. M. s, one A. B., and two without degrc:acs-thc teacl1ers 
of Drawing and Fancy \Vork. Four part-time instructors in Music, Law 
and T('lcgraphy were also without degrees, 

Most of the faculty members were graduates of the institution. At 
first breath one is inclined to he critical of this practice. But when it 
is considered how general the practke is in our hest institutions of high<'r 
l<'arning today, the more lenient is one inclined to be in his judgment. 

The distribution of chairs wa~ as follows: 
In 1853-Onc professor of Moral, Mental, and Physical Science; one 

teacher of the Ornamental Branches; one Prof<'ssor of \'ocal and lnstru• 
mental Music; one teacher in the sciences; one teacher in Mathematics; 
one teacher in the prcplfratory department; one lecturer on Ph\'siology and 
the Laws of Health; one Professor of Plain and Ornamental Penmanship, 
and an Assistant in the latter department. In 186'1--One professor of 
Mental, Moltll, and Physical Science; one teacher of Drawing, Painting, 
and fancy \l;r ork; one teacher of thr, Sciences and Belles Lett res; one 
tear her of .Mathematics, Drawing, and Penmanship; one teacher of Botany; 
one Professor of Music; one teacher of Lat in, French, and Greek languages. 
Jn 1873-One professor of Mental, Moral, nnd Physical Sciences; two 
professors of Music-one instrumental, one vocal; one instructor in 
Languages nnd Belles Lcttres; one in Mathematics and Penmanship; two in 
English hranches; 011c in Botnny; one in Drnwing nnd Painting; one in 
Fancy Work: one in Telegraphy, and two lecturers-one on Physiology 
and Health; the other on Law ns rclntccl to the rights of women. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

The college building has been described elsewhere in this account. 
The large four-story huilding was surmounted hy an obscrvator}' for 
astronomical purposes. The building contained study rooms, lecture rooms, 
dormitory rooms, and the refectory. It occupied an eminence O\'erlooking 
the Perkiomen Creek or Ri\'er from the rear or ea,t. The approach was from 
the west, from the Reading Turnpike, ( now the "'illiam Penn Highway), 
which, before the building of the Philadelphia and Reading Railway, Wal' 

tho route of the stage-coaches between tho two abo\'e cities. 
The a\'cnue leading from the turnpike to the college huilding was 

an eighth of n mile long, lined with trees and marble statuary. A \'isilor tu 
the college in 1868 would sec the Athenai or Literary Society Hall on his 
left as he entered the drh·eway, with lawns upon his right. Half way up 
the avenue he would pass pear and apple orchards on his left, and flower 
gardens on his right. As he stood before the building al the end of thr. 
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a,·C'nue he would find himself flanked on the left by the plum orchard and 
the raspberry garden, on the right by the labyrinth grove, the paddock, 
tlw strawberry gnrden, the grape yard and the storage cave. Directly in 
the r<'ar of the building was the kitchen garden, and on its left the poultry 
ranl. To the right of the kitchen garden wns the dwarf pear orchard and 
the warren, Between the warren and the kitchen garden there was a path 
leading into a large grove of five acres; part of it was known as the Junior 
Grorc und the other part as the Senior Grove. The grove ended on an 
abrupt cliff overlooking the mil road and the Perkiomen. It was here that 
young ladit•s would ('Xch:mge clandestine notes with the hoys of Freeland 
SC'minary and later lJrsinus Collcg<'. The rocky embankment provided 
idral mail-boxes. 

In addition to tllt'sc featurt)S n map of the school grounds reveals 
that in IB68 the eoll<'ge had a fifty acre farm, with a farmer's residence 
or lodge upon it, lo the t>asl of the collt>gf'. There was also a small pond 
or lake facing tlu~ pike, a maple grove, nnd what was known as the spring 
~rove. The present day allractivent>,ss of the surroundings is apparently 
only a small indicntion of their original beauty. Their vnluation at 
S50,000 during lhe Inst dPcnde of the collcg<', judged hy valuations of fifty 
}'t'ars ago, gives some idea of the extent and allrncth·cness of the college 
plant. 

THE COLLEGE YEAR 

The school yrar was originally composed of four quarters of eleven 
wrC'ks each. Until 1 B54 the institution opened early in August and closed 
about the middle of June. Commencement was held at the clnsc of the 
eollegc year. This was then changed lo two terms of fi\'c months each, 
1hr. first term lu·ginning ahout Novemher I, and the second, May 1. The 
terms w<>re known us the wintf'r and summer sC'ssions. About 1869 the 
opening of the first term was changed to September 6, and the oprning of 
the S<'<'otHI term to Ff'hruary 1, hnt the year rC'maincd at 44 weeks. In 1875 
the length of the school year was reported to the United States Com
missionC'r of Education as 40 weeks, remaining the same until the cl,">se of 
the college. 

· Forty weeks was the prc,·ailing length of the school year in colleges 
for women ahout 1B80. Only five collC'ges reported a longer term-all 
of th~m Catholie institutions. i\lwut one quarter of the colleges had a 
shorter term than forty weeks. 

ADI\IISSION REQUIRJ.:l\lENTS 

No printed admission rrquircmcnts nppear in the cntalogues in terms 
of subject, Pu(>ils were takC'n nt any stage of their training and were 
rlnssified in cit H~r the academic or college departments on the basis of 
their previous educational accomrlishment. Those students desiring train• 
ing in the fine nrts or ornnmentn branches were classified separately and 
were not considered candidates for a degree. The justification of the in
definiteness of requirements for admission is to be found in "the system, 
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or l:tck of system, prc\'Riling among the Educational Establishments for 
females in our comllq·." It is clear that in a period in which there wer<' 
no well-graded elementary and secondary srhool systems, it was necessary 
to ha\'e a school for the common hranchrs in connection with most of the 
colleges, and that girls should be admitted at any stage of their den•lot>· 
mcnt into the proper classifiration. No restrictions of religious clenomi• 
nation were madt•. "Respectability, suitable ngt•, and a willingness to 
comply with the regulations'' were the only tests of eligibility to admission. 

CumucuLuM 

The curriculum of the college proper was dh·icled into programs of 
work for three years, from 1851 to 1856. In 1857 a fourth year was added. 
Taylor's infcrenc<' that a Sophomore year was inserted in 1857 is incorrect 
The names of the clas~es before 1857 were Mathcan, Junior, and Senior. 
After 1857 Mathean, Sophomore, Junior, nnd Senior. Howc\'cr, it was the 
dass designations which changed; what hnd been Junior work was now 
Sophomore:, and what had been Senior was now Junior. 

The catalogues which the writer has examined lay down a ,lcfinite 
program of studies for each year until 1871, after which no program hy 
years is printed, but a list of studies required for the Bachelor's degre<' is 
suhstituted. This was probably done because of the decrease in patronage 
nhout this time, making it necessary to combine classes without regard f Q 

year in college. 

The program is a mther pretentious one for the times. 

For the Mathcan class, the program of IB5l called for llistorr
Ancient and Modem, Algebra, Aritl1111etic, Nntuml Philosoph)', Geo• 
graphy--Ancicnt und Modern, English Grammnr, Elocution and Rhetori
cal Reading, Spelling nnd Defining. In J 851! the last two suhj,·cts were 
dropped from the college program and Latin was hegun. The 1857 cntn
loguc increased the Latin program for this yenr to Lntin Grnmmar, Latin 
Render, and Cal'sar. Physical Geography wns offorcd nfter 1861. This 
program remained \'irtunlly constant up to )873 whr.n division of program 
into years ceased, 

For t~c Second Y car class in 1851 there was of fcrcd Rhetoric and 
Composition, Logic, Chemimry, Botany, Physiology, Astronomy, Geo• 
mctry, Trigonometry, and Mensuration; in 1854 there were added Algebra, 
completed, a second year of Natural Philosophy, and a second year of 
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Lntin. Mrnsurntion distipp«'ars from thr ·list. 1857 sees Latin <l<'scrihcd 
as Vcrgil nnd Livr, and the ucldi1io11 of Grc<'k Grammar. Zoology 
apparently for seco,ul rear studrnts appt•ars in IB7:t Astronomy hccamr 
u Senior suhjcct in IH.57. 

For the third )'<'nr dass in 1851 tlu•rc was offrrrd l\lental Philosophy. 
Moral Philosophy. i'\alurnl Thf'ology, Evidcm~<'S of Christianity, Natural 
Histor)', Geology, Constitution of the United Stah·s, Political E<'cu10111y, 
Criti<'ism nnd Tash•, and Theme writing. By I B57 lhc lattt•r two sul.lject~ 
and Evidences of Christianity ha\'e hcc11 shifh•d to the fourth or Senior 
yrar. For thrc,• p•ars, h<'ginning in J 85,l, Astronomy was taught in this 
y«'ar. The 1857 t·atuluguc offNed for the first time llorncc ancl Grf'ek 
Hcad(•r. lsop,•rimentary was offered in this ypar from IB5:i to l86t Conit· 
scetions wns offcrrd from IB5l on. 

The fourth y<'ar progrnm first offn<'d in 1857 induclt•d Astronomy. 
Critieism, Annlyti<'nl Geometry, Diff rrf'ntial and lntcgrnl Calrulus, Latin
Tacitus, Gn~1•k--Xc-110plion's Anahasis and six hooks of Homer, Political 
Economy. and E\'idcnrcs of Christianity. Fiftcrn yt>ars lain, we find added 
to this list-Lntin•Agrieola, nnd Mn11111•rs of the Ccrnu111s, and in Grrck
Cyropcdin, A<>sdain<'s mad Demosthenes dt• Corona, Sclt•t·l Tragedies, and 
Selections from the Gospel, nil in Grf'ck. 

It is intercstinµ to note thnt while modrrn lnngungPs might he suh
stitutcd for Gref'k or nny part of Grrck to ohtain thc- A. B. drgrc-r, such 
languages clo not nppeur in the progrnm of studi,•~ lendin~ to a degree, 
hut arc listed ns omamentnl hrunchrs with drawi•1~, wax-work, macl ,•m• 
hroid<'ry. 

How this progrnm of studirs compnred with \'nssnr macl Yale in 187:l 
is, mnde possihle hy n tnhlc npprnring in a hook entitlt•d "Thr (jihcrnl 
Edul'ation of Wonwn,. hy Professor Jnnu•s Orton Lowe, A. M. of Vassar 
College, a copy of which is in the collection rrmnining from thr lihrary 
of Pcnnsylvanin F'<>mRlr Collt•p;c. Mr. Lowe gi\'rs a table of suhjrcts 
offt•rcd hoth nt Yale nncl Vassar in llll attempt to show that the Vnssa,· 
program is morn nmhitious than thnt of Ynlc>. It has h•!rn impossible to 
srcuro the time nllotmcnts for raC'h suhjrct offcrt>d nt P. F. C. In the tnhl·• 
which follows the quotation from Mr. Lowr hclow, the P. F. C. figurt>s 
which I gi\'e must he interprctt>cl as mraning that the suhjt>cl mrntioncd was 
offered during the llllmhrr of years mentioned, not m•crssitrily hcinf{ 
taught throughout the entire college ycur. Mr. Lowe says: 

"Compnring V nssnr nncl Y nlc. we find the following relative amount 
of time which can he girf'n lo the several eollcgintc branches, comhining 
the prescribed nncl electi\'c. This is cxclm~i, ·.: f)r rhetoric, criticism and 
elocution which arc taught similarly in hoth colleges. Politirnl Economy 
and Art urc also omitted from the list. History is nt prrsenl taught only 
inciclcntaJly" (nt Vnssar?), "but it is iutenclcd to gi\'c due prominence lo 
this important study. 



"VASSAR 
Latin :i years 
Greek 2 1/2 
English 1/2 
French 2 1/2 
German 2 1/2 
Mathematics 2 
Physics 1 
Astronomy 1 l .12 
Natural History 1 3/4 
Chemistry I 
Annlomy-Physiol. I 
Mental and Moral 

YALE,, 
2 2/3 years 
2 2/3 

1/3 
2/:l 

I 
2 2,1a 

3/4 
2/3 
I /2 
1/4 
1/42 

P. F. C. 
4 years 
3 
0 
? . 
? 
,i 
0 
I 

Philosophy 1 2/3 1 
Logic 1/2 1 /3 1 

Although such a t'omparison is nrccssarily inconclusi\'c as lo the 
conlent of the subjects mentioned, it is e\'ident that the program of studies 
offered !lt P. F. C. r-omparc~, lo ad\'antage with that offered in "the hcsl 
colle;:~s for women" and "mcmhcrs of the other sex," as was claimed. 

THE 0RNAI\IEN1'AI. lhuNc111-;s 

In arcordance with the custom of the women's seminaries ancl many of 
tho colleges following the Ci"il \Var, a program of studies not lending 
to a degree and for which an e"<lra fee was charged, was offered. Thfs 
program was referred lo as the Ornamental Branches. In the words of the 
1868 catalogue, "Though the first importance is given lo the solid branches, 
and studies of an f:ducatio11al character, >;el ample pro\'ision is made for 
the cultivation of the Aecom plishme11t.;." 

The following list of "ornamental hranchcs" runs consistently through 
the complete history of the college: Modern languages, Instrumental Music, 
Drawing, Painting in water colors, Crayon-work, Me1.zo,tint, Monochro
matic and colored paste), Painting in Oil-Landscape and Portrait, Mini
turo Painting on Ivory, Wax-work Fruit, Statuary, and Flowers, and in 
later years, Autumn Leaves; Embroidrry, and Ornamental Needlework, 
Zcphyrwork; Papier-mache Work; Chinese, Oriental and Antique Painting. 
For shorter periods there was offered Potichomania, Pellis work, Stylo
graphic card mounting, Ornamental Hair-work, Choral singing, and Vocal 
Culture including operatic and ballad singing. 
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LEC.TUllES AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTION 

In addition lo the regular curriculum and the ornamental branches, 
occasional lectures 011 various topics were announced in the catalogue. 
Subjects listed included lc<'lures 011 Natural Philosophy, Botany, Physi
ology and Health, Astronomy, Geology, and Mineralogy; Habits, Manners, 
and Customs; l\fental Discipline, The Duties .-md Relationships of Life, 
Clwmistry, Common and Statuh• Law, and Topics of Puhlic Interest. 

Most of the catalogues refer lo the fact that considerable number of 
tho groduatcs were entering the field of teaching, and that normal instruc
t ion was provided for the preparation of these future teachers. Howe\'cr, 
tlwrr. ii, no outline of work in the catalogurs which would indicate what thr 
charnctrr of these studies was, nor was thnc apparently any special 
instructor prO\·idrd for the work. 

That this institution was not a,·erse to offering voeational as well as 
aeadcmic suhjects is illustrated not only by its announcement of work for 
the preparation of teachers, but hy the offering of work in 1873 in tele
graphy. which prohahly held much the same intf'rest at that tit~1c which 
radio holds today. The announcement reads: 

"This new art opens to Ladies an im·iting field for the exercise of their 
ahilities. Numhcrs of competent young women have already found genteel 
and profitable employment in it, and the demand for such is rapidly in
creasing. \Ve ha\'e now effected arrangements by which members of the 
Collrge can recci\'c thorough practical instruction in all that pertains to the 
husinrss. It requires nbout three months to become fitte<l to take charge 
of an office, and the Fee for instruction is $25." 

DEGREES CONFERRED 

The dcgrel'S conferred were Bachelor of Arts nnd Master of Arts. 
The former was conferred upon those students who completed the four 

yt>nr college r.oursc (three years, 1853-1856). According to the catalogur 
for 1873, the candidntc for a degree must be seventeen years of age, and 

must hnvc cstnblished an nverage rank of 80 in the following studies: 

Elocution nnd Rhetorical Reading, English Grammar with critical analysis. 
Geology, Higher Arithmetic, Aleghra, Geometry-Plane and Spherical, 

Nnturnl Philosophy, Chemistry, Physical Geography, Botany, Zoology, 
Geology, Higcr Arithmetic, Algebra, Gcometry--Planc and Spherical, 
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Trigonometry--Planc and Spherical, Mensuratiou-Superfiet's, Solids, 

Heights, and Distances; Conic sections und Analytical Gromrtry; Calculus 
-Diffcrl'ntial and lntl'grnl, Astronomy, Mental Philosophy, Moral Philo
sophy, Political Economy, Rhrtoric, Logic, Criticism, Latin--Carsar, two 
hooks; Aeneid-six hooks; Horace-Odes, Sntir<'s, and Ars Portic·n, Livy 
-Selections; Tacitus-Agricola and the Manners of the Germans; Greek-
Xenophon's Anabasis, ancl Cyropaedia; the Gospels in Greck--Sclcctions; 
Homer-six hooks; Select Greek tragedies; AcsC'hines and Drmosthrnes de 
Corona. Equivalents from other authors in Latin and Grrrk could he suh, 
stituted. The student desiring lo omit Greek coul(I suhstitute n modern 
language for all or part of it. Truly thl're were fr-w rledi\'es i11 P. F. C.'s 
graduation requiremrnts. 

The Master of Aris cfogrec was conferred on thost' who spent one 
year's residc11ce in ~udy at the collrgc after receiving the first degrce. 
Time was dh·idcd among the Scicnct•s, Classks, and Grrll'rnl Lil<'rnture. 
The de~ree was also conferrrcl honorarily upon ~rmlunles of fivr year" 
standing \\·ho applied for same and submittrd rvidcncc that they had hccn 
engaged in successful teaching or other literary pursuit. 

AcADEMIC IloNons 

Memhership in the honorary society of Phi Theta DPltn \h\S conft>rrrd 
upon Masters, and upon Bachelors whose scholarship and literary allnin
ments excelled that of two thirds of their dass 01' their J>rc(lecessors. It 
was customary to confer the "jewel of the order" puhlicly nl C'ad1 rom• 
menccment. There were prizes of money or of medals off crl'cl for pro• 
ficicncy in Ancient Ln11g11agcs, Mnthcmntics, Science, mul Bellrs Lellrcs; 
for highest scholarship e\'er nttaincd in the colfogc; for deportmC'nt. The 
last namrd medal was awarded to a young Indy who at the <'IHI of the 
school year had had the fowest deductions made from her pcrf eC'l record 
of I 00. There wns also u medal for proficiflncy in pinno, 

CoMMEN<:El\1 EN'fS 

· Tho first commf'nccment was held in 1853 in the M. E. Church nl 
Evanshurg, ahout a mile distant from the colleg<'. The second commence• 
ment was held at Trappe, one mile to the west, in St. Luke's lfoformcd 
Church. It was held thereafter in the Trinity Christian Church ( now 
Reformed) nt Frr.cland, which had recently been built. 

20 



There has been preserved to us one of these Commencement programs. 
It is u small single fold 4-pagc program printed on white card-board. 
The front fold reads: 

Pennsylvania Female College 

1863 

COMMENCEMENT. 
ANNIVERSARIES. 

St:PTEMBF.H 23nn AND 24-TH. 

"Inter arma 11011 est Literas praetermittere." 
-----

Cnndidat<'s for the Bae, alaur<'u. 

lh:Lt-:N M. LF.WIS 

EMMA J. YOUNG 

PHILADELPHIA 

BERKS Co., PA. 

N. B.-Thc puhlic gent>rnlly an~ cordially invitP.d to attend. 

Pngc 2 reads: 

ALUMNAE 
ASSOCIATION 

l'lJUl.lC t:X1-:nc1s1-: IN THI-: 

"CHRISTIAN MEETING HOUSE" 

Wednrsday Ev'g, 7 o'clk 

\'Ol.llNTAH\' ON TIIE ORGAN. 

PHAYF.H 
MUSIC 

On.\TION M. A. I/aim, A. M. 
St. M ichncls, l\M. 

MUSIC 
Pon1 Sallie Preston. A. B. 

Wilmington, Del. 

MUSIC 
Benediction 

Page 3 reads: 

COMMENCEMENT 

Thursdny Morning, 10 o 'elk 

IN THE 

"CHRISTIAN MEETING HOUSE" 

\'01.UNTAHY ON THE ORGAN 

PRAYER 
SACHED MUSIC 

J. ORATIONl-:S SAJ.UTATORII 
Miss Young 

II. H1sTonr Miss Lewis 
Ill. Tnm: GREATNESS Miu Young 

MUSIC 
DEGREESCONFE~RED 

IV. VALEDICTORY ADDRESSES, 
H, M. /4ewis, A. B. 

PARTING ODE 
Rrnedict ion 

Pngo 1l is nn ndv.crt iscmrnt of the col leg<'. 
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It will he noticrd that sinl'<' there were only two grnduatrs that year, 
each spoke twice. H. M. Lewis, A. B., is nom• other than the Miss Lewis 
on tho same progrnm, who hy th<' time of her second ndclrrss, hos received 
her degree. Old grncftrntcs tell us thnt it wns customnry in conferring the 
deg1ees to place a wreath of laurel on the head of the grnduate. In her 
reminiscences of Pc1111syl\'ania Female College, written in 1910 for the 
Pennsylvanio,German, S. Emma Snplcr, tht•n li\'ing in Swandyke, Colorado, 
tells of the thrills attendant to the commem·ement of her class in 1867. Thr 
g~rls were commissioned to secure permission for the use of the Christian 
Meeting H011se, and to buy the rihhon for lheir own diplomas. She tells 
of their long senrl'h for hlue mantun or !!ilk ribbon, ancl their final SllC('CSS. 

Miss Price's commencement ornlion mis 011 llw suhject "The Nobility and 
Hesponsiblity of the Teacher's Profession." Following her grnduation, 
her parents considered thnt sht' was too young lo h'nch; c\'cn after she 
joined the faculty nt P. F. C. sc\'cral years Inter, sh,! complains that she 
wus alwnys hrinµ tnken for ont' of th<' sluclents hy strangers. 

EQUIPMENT Fon INSTRUCTION 

The collegt• wns not elnhorntrly <•quipped for instrtH'lion us judged 
hy present-clay stnnclnrcls, It must be r<'membcrecl thnt lnborntorics were 
not common, oncl that science teaching was 1ww r,·en in colleges for men. 
In the yea} that this collcgt~ OfH'llt'cl, tlw Town<' Scientific School of the 
University of f>pnnsyl\'ania hucl only thirteen sludenls1 nnd there were few 
laboratories in nny sciem·e. As late us HJ7 I llnn·nrcl hnd no ph)·sics 
npparatus. Scirnce wns usunlly lnufiht hy lt'xt-hook, nnd lntt•r hy drmon• 
st mt ion. 

Jn 1853 the P. F. C. catnlogur re,>orls lhat lhc! <·olle~c possesses "11 

vcr)' rCi'pectahlc Chemical nncl Philosop 1ical Appnrntui-4, <1111tc ndequatc for 
purposes of illustration." There wns n <'nhinet of Nnturnl II istory and 
Curiosities, described us quilt! PXtensivc, comprising "mnny valunble 
specimens in Geology, Mineralogy. Conchology, and Botany." Thr 
library had sevcrnl hundred volumes in 1853, and the collection had 
grown to two thousand five hundred hy 1872. 

The tntaloguc for 1873 reports no nclclitions to tlw chcmicnl, philo, 
sophical, or natural history equipment, and it is fnir to ns!mme that the1·c• 
had been little addition to it since the early clnys of the college. Tlw 
phraseology describing it is nlmost the snnw us hv<'nly y<'nrH hcfor<', ,•,·en 
to tho sentence "Aclclitions, howc\'cr, will l,e mndn from time to timr n11 our 
means will allow." 

A liberal supply of dia~rams, <'hnrls mnps, glohrs, etc., was reporh•d. 

OU'J'l-'11' 

Tho outfit which the young womnn WR!! lo bring with her is of interrst 
in compnrision with the needs of the young Indy of today who is going away 
to college. She wns to hring one travelling trunk, seasonable clothing for 
every-day wenr, inrluding overshoes and wrnps; orw <ln~ss "suitnhlc fo•· 
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attendance at n plain country church;" one pair of cotton sheets and pillow 
cnsrs ( her room-mote hrought the other pair!) towels and other toilet 
articles for her chamber; a knife, n fork, a teaspoon, napkins and napkin• 
ring. She was advised to leave jewels and costly apparel at home. Old 
grmluates tell of toking extra hlnnkets with them, for when they arose be
fore sr.\'e11 o'clock on cold wintry mornings, their rooms were so cold that 
they hnd to hrcnk the ice in the water-pitchers hef ore they could bathe. 

RULES GOVERNING STUDENTS 
Tho regulations printed in the various catalogues give us n picture of 

studrnt lif<' at P, F. C. Concerning government, an early cntnloguc states: 

"The go,·ermnent is 11trictly parenlol, a,d encourages that klntl and f amillar 
intercourse between r,1111il and tearl1er, which invite11 to an unresened confidence on 
the part of the pupi , while it gh·cs lo the latter an opportunity of hecoming more 
intimatel)' acquainied with her ,,eculiar mental character and disposition, without 
which all at1em111i1 al imprO\·ing t 1e mind, or the heart, must prove rom11arallvely un. 
a,·ailing. 

"The Rector and his Latly, with their assistants, resitle in the College, anti take 
their meals at the t•ommon tal,le; 01111 by the constant su11ervi11ion of their pupils, and 
a scrupul1,u11 regard to thei.- manners and habits, endca,•or to incuh·ate those prin• 
dples o( 11roprlety ond l(Ootl hrt!ecling, that should characterize the de1iorlment of 
e,·ery young lad)·, 

"In their recreations, the younger 1>upils are atlended hy their teachers, both to 
en<·ouraKO healthful exercise anti to guard against accitlent. As the grounds are ample 
encl tleliuhtfully tlh·ersl£ietl with 'hill and dalu arul shady gro,·e! anti so Improved 
and ornamented as to render thtm ple81!ant, and In every respect adaptetl to the rur-
1101es of recreation, there Is little Ol'.Casion for leaving the premises; anti none wil be 
J>ermilletl to do ~o, rxce11t hy spel'ial 1>ermis11ion, an,l then ar.com11anietl hy proper 
ntlentlonts. 

"Nor will any young lad)· be permitted to receive callll, exce11t from family friends; 
or to occe11t lnvilatio1111 to walk, or ricle; or tu all end social parties, without the 
ronst'III of hrr 11arent1, Unit communicate«I lo thu Hector in writing," 

Although there was no sectarian teaching, morning devotions consisting 
of the rending of the Scriptures, Singing, and Prnycr, were held daily in 
the College chapel, nnd attendance except hy excust• Wlls compulsory; 

lmpils were encouraged lo pnrticipatc in th<'se s<'rviccs. There were also 
Jihle dnsst•s on Sundny, hut no religious study, pursued as such, was com• 

pulsory for any student. Pupils were expected to attend n church of their 
own or pnrents' choice in the neighborhood ench Sunday in good weather. 
A hlock of pews wns reserved for the college girls in the Christian church. 
Miss Snyder tells us that it wus not customary for the girls to place any 
money on the offering plntc. Later cmbnrrnssment over this custom 
caused tho girls to rah,c n purse of money for tho pustor, the Rev. Joseph 
Hendricks. 

Correspondence with parents wa~ unrestricted; beyond this, students 
could correspond or receive correspondence only with those with whom 
parents were willing thut their daughters should correspond. 

Boxt•s of <'Rtnblcs were contraband. To quote: 
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"The Collt•ge Hef l'rlory provltll's n s:11 isfnrtory hill of fan• and pnren111 t1l'ed not 
fear that their daughters will i-11fft•r undn tlu.• wholl'!!Olllt! diet anti regular hours of 
College regime. Surfeiting the i-tomnd1 wi1l1 pil's, ,·akes, anti sweet meals between 
meals, neither cond11,·t•!I to the health of 1,;irls at sl'hool nor to progrt•ss in thrir l'tutlies. 
Remittances of clomcst ic fruils woul«I nnl he i.o olij1•c1i11nnhle; 11111 In ordinary sea, 
son~ the College Ord11mls yield thrs1• in ttrcat ul111111lu11,·1• nntl ,·ariel)', orul they are 
supplied without stinl to nil who wii-h." 

Borrowing, lt•ruling, buying, m,d selling of clotlH's, hooks, j,•welry, or 
other articles wns strictly prohihit<'d nmong students, and the)' wcw not 
nllowcd to mnk,• pn•scnts to thch teachers. 

STUDENT AcTl\'ITrns 
· The mnnifolcl n<'tivitiPs which .. hnrn<'tcrizc ~tudcnt lifo todny in our 

collrgcs hoth for mPn nncl for wonu•n nrc II rt•cent de\'elopm<•nt, nrul 11rc not 
tQ ho looked for in nny gn·nt \'nricty in the fcmnlc eollt•gt•s of this period. 

Throughout the histor)' of thP collegt•, there wns II literary soci<it)' 
known ns "The Athcnni," which wns nn nssoeintion of u11clcrgrnd11ntt•s for 
rnutunl impro\'t•nu•nt i11 Compositio11, Elocution, nnd Disrussion. W<!<•kly 
meetings wcrn llt'ld und n Litt•rnry Mngniirw cnllt•d tht• Gl<mwond Bouquet 
was publislwd. All. pupils W<'re 1•1 igihle for memhcrslrip in tire society, 
which hnd its own lr11II, clescril,rd ns "conunodiow, mul dt•gn11tly furnish• 
t•tl" and which hml in IB73 hegu11 its own lihrnry. 

0TJllm OnGANIZATIONS 
Tho only other orgnnizntions wcrn tilt' Alumrrnc Asimcintion nn<l tlw 

order of Phi.'l'frl'tn•lll'ltn, 011 honornry soricty dt•sl'rilwd ds1•whrr<' i11 thiK 
nccount . 
. _ The Alumruw As~ocintion, comprisinH nil tlw grndunlf•s of tllf' insti• 
tuiion, hnd us its ohj<•<·t "Mutunl lfotl('fit; tht• promotion of th<• intcrrsts of 
our Alma Mntcr; the cncourngcmt•nt of leurning nmong our sex; nnd tlw 
pcrpctuntion of the nttnchme11ts nrul frit•ndship!-4 of coll<•gc I ifo." Thr 
nssocintion lu•ltl its n1111i\'crsnry flll'l'ting on tlw m•t•ning luifore Commence• 
mr11t, nrul nn orntion nnd n poem were dcli\'t1 rt•tl ht•fore the nssocintio11. 

How long tlw 11!-scwiutio11 cor11im1t•cl nftcr the <·lrnH! of tlw college is 
_um·<•rtnin, ThiH pnrt of our· nccount 11111st not Im dosl'tl, hm .. ·twt•r, without 
Wl'ordhu~ the work of tlw rwwcr Assoc int ion, The Glt•nwood 
As1Jociutio11 of tlin P<11111srh·imin Ft•mnl<• ColleJ!t', • "Glenwood" \\'119 n 
fnmilinr name upl>licd to llie college ,·cry gcncrnlly, hut Jlt'\'('I' nfficinlly 
used Lccuuso of l ,c pre-rm pt ion of the 11nnw hy the f 0111ulcr of nnothcr 
i;cminnry. This Glenwood Assoeiulion wus orgnnized on the occm,ion of 
tho. visit of u f<•w of the "old girls" to the former <'ollcgo building, which 
Hlt;>0d until 191H. A hnppy group of thirty made this pilgrimngo ~o College• 
viii(•, nnd promplly orgnnized themselves into this new nssoeintion. It lms 
met every ycnr since 1907 with nth•ndnnce of the "girls" rnnging from 
thirty to ninety-six in m1111hrr. Although the living grnduntcs and studrnts 
uro scuttcrcd front MnHsnchusrlts to Californin, the reunion brings them 
from muny scctiorn,. As un ,,xpn•ssion of their inlen•st in thu higher cdu-

• Sec a11pentlix. 



cation of young women, they hnve plncNI n fund in the hands of the 
(lirl'ctors of Ursinus College, the incomt~ of which fund is to he used 
nnnunlly to mukc it possihle for some worthy girl to secure a college cdu
t·alion, who might otherwise not hnvc the opportunity. • In 1919, at the 
thirteenth reunion, the Association nttcmpted to purchase the old school 
propt•rty from Francis J. Clnmer, hut effort in this direction wns abandoned 
when the AKsociation felt unnhlc to secure the $20,000 asked for the 
propNty. 

EXPENSES 
Prnnsylvnnin Femnlc College was not m,dowccl, nncl was largely de, 

1u•nd(1 11t upon stude11t Ires for support. Tlw following tahlr. of stu<lents' 
ft•(•s hns hecn prnpar('d from figun·s giV('ll in the cntnlogucs, and in the 
reports of the 11nitPd States Commissioner of Edueation. 

T>:i1u: 01-· ExN:Nst: AT Pt:NNS'l'L\'ANIA Ft:~uu: Cor.u:,a: 
(Coll<·ge Dt•pnrlnwnt only) 

Bonrr, prr year 
Liv,l1ts for <•,·cuing study 
Washing per down 
Fuel for puhlic room 
Tuition in Coll<•gt• 

1853 1857 l861l 186B 
880 SUB SlOO 8130 
S I S 2 S 2 S 2 
.30 .:i(, .36 .:16 

S 2 $ 2 
S20 S24 S ,W S ,10 
to to 

s2s sa2 

1871 1873 
$130} 
S 2 

AB 8200 
S 2 
$ 110 $ 50 

1B80 

$200 

$ 50 

Tho oho,·c anhlc giv"s the annoum·NI rates for hon rd ( which included 
room), lights, wushing, fuf'I, nncl tuition. The incn•nse in rnt('s throughout 
tlw history of tht' collegt' is mnrked ex<·ept just before the close of tho in• 
stitution when there wns a shnrp drop in the hoard. From 1853 to 1873 
living <'Xpcnscs nt the collt'ge jmn1u•d from npproximntl'ly $93 to S200 fol' 
tlw yenr, and tuition from nn n\'crngc ft•e of S24 to SfiO. The rnngc in the 
tuition rntr for tht• enrlicr yrnrs is dut• to the incr<'asc of S2 per year ns the 
sttulent progrrssrd. Tlw lotnl fixt•d l'hnrge for 105:-i wns therefore ap,,roxi• 
mnh•ly SH'<); in IB7:~. $250. Thcsr rntrs nre int<'resting compnrec with 
prrsrnl day rnt<'s in women's t'ollrgt•s, where $600 is nhout the lowest f<'<' 
l'hnr~rd in n stnnclnrcl institution. The difference is thf' more striking when 
it is considered thnt pn•srnt dny t'oll<'gt•s for women nrc endowed, or n 
still high<'r fc<' would net•d to he nsk,~d. Pennsylrnnin Femnlc College hnd 
110 Pndowmrnt. 

Yet the t·ntnlogue for 187a <·nrricd nu nnnouncem<'nl regnrcling ex• 
tH'nscs which is virtunlly nn upoloA)' for the int·n·nst•d rntc·s n111101111t·t•d in 
thnt hm1c: 

"Our tlcllll'r 111 In mnkr 1ht1 !HJ (rxp('ll!1('11) 1111 motlrrntr 1111 r11n!ii!ll('llt with financial 
i;nfcl)', in ortlcr to hrlnl( the n1lvantUl(t!!I of the lni11i111tlon within reach of tl11114e who 
wouhl othcrwi11c hr 1l1•prh·1•1I of th('m; 11ml 11cror11ingly thr. d111rt(t's urn put al figurt•!I 

• Sec RJl(l('fllllx. 
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allowing 11111 1h{' 11orrow..-,-1 mar~in for rrofil<i, Certainly 1111 !iehnol of equal gradr 
offors 1·orrcspor11li11µ neonunoclatlon!I nnc r1lue111io1111l fnrili1i1•,4 for l1•ss money. We 
ho\'li as yel no f'nilo,\'lllCnls or (11nclc1I rt•snun-cs In cnal,11• "" lo cheapen tuilion or 
lh·ing. This Collt•~•~ WR!I -1ar1e1I and 1111s ht•cn succcs.,full)' managccl for nearly a 
quarler of a 1·rn111r)' witho111 receiving or asking 1t clollar cxct'pl for full value gh·en. 
A111I )'Cl it claims lo he a puhlic hendaclor, ancl we think 111•1,t'n·cs the sympathies amt 
patronaJU' of 111 lcolll thm,e who 11am al heart 11 'higlwr r1lm·a1 ion for woman.' It ha!! 
already !il'lll oul i-t·orei; of liherall)' t•tltl<'otctl women who 1m• tncla)' useful memhcrs or 
!-ociel)' anti ornomcnl!i In lht•ir ttcx-and l11nulrccls of olht'rs. of more limilctl attain, 
111cnl!I, who are 1he ht•ll£'r, and have mnclc other!! the hl'llcr u111I happier, for having 
rnjoyecl for awhile illl litcrar) mh·antagrs. 

"As none concern1·cl in ils manoJ!cmenl hrrelnforc h11\'e IH•en enriched from il!J 
rc,·rrencit!I, ,-c1 for lhe future, all i111 1•urnh1l(!1 n,·cr and uhn,·1• working expenses, i( 
nny, will he i;arredly tle,·01rtl to lhe i111pro,·rmrnl 11nd cxlrnsion of ils menn" of tloinl( 
µoocl." 

CHAUGES FOlt OHNAMEN'fAI, IJtUNCH.ES 

Tlwrc wcr<' ndditionnl chnrgrs for nil of tlm ornnrncnt11l hrnnch~. 
In IB5:-i mod<'rn languuges might lie lrnnwd for S16 n ycnr; i11strumcntal 
music might be studi<'cl for S:-i2 per nnnum plus S8 for tlw mm of 1111 inslrtt• 
mcnt; drawing, 820, wntt•rcolor, the sn11w; oil lnnclscnpt•, oil portrnit, nncl 
mininturn pninti11g on i\'ory, S40 r11ch; ,,·nx,work, SH to S 12; cmhroidcry 
nnd zrphyrwork, SH. By 1873 the mks for some of tht•sc subjt•cts hnd 
clouhlrd, lnJL the ml<~ wns fnirly conslnnt for tht' t·ntirr history of thf• 
<'ollcgr. 

Pnrrnts w<'rc ndvisrcl not to prm·idc lh<'ir dnught<'rs with much money, 
sill('C there wn~ 110 n<'<'cl for othrr t'XIH'nsr tlum n °w•ry sm11ll nllownm•p 
for stntiom•ry ntul lt•xt-hooks.'• 

ENROI.I.M ENT 
Complete enrollment figun•~ hy )'f'ltrs nrr 11ot uvnilnhlt•. A fairly com• 

plctc picture of the t•nrollrnrnt 11111y '"' ohtni1lf'd from th<• figurc•s in nrnil• 
11hlc cntnlogur.s nncl hy reports of thr. lJnitrd Stnt«•s Co1111nissio11er of Edu
c·ntion hrginnlng i11 J 073. 

7'Anu: OF ENnor.un:NT--Pt:N~s,·r.,·Al'\I.A F•:~1Au: C.01.u:ca: 

1853 
IB5,i 
IH6J 
)864 
186B 
1871 
1875 
)876 

Unclrr 
Crntl111111•s 

77 
100 

Prcpnr. 
S1111lrn1 .. 

55 
,1,;-i 

IH7H 30 35 
1880 5() 32 

S11rd11I 
"Or11n111rnl1tl" 

5 
5 

20 

3 

Total 
Enrollment 

MO* 
M-8 
166 
129 
77 
wi 

100 
60 
68 
BR 

• Totnl includ<·H three grnduntcs of thnt y<'nr. 
Tho clfrtrilmtion of tht'sc partial figures of rnrollmrnt would indicate 

thnt llw institution f'lljoyed its gr,!nh-.~I pntronngc clurlug the first clccncfo 
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or its cxist<'lwr; thnt its pntronagc wns greatly diminished during the latter 
pnrt of till' Civil Wnr nnd thr. period immediately following, during thr 
Pn·siclcncy ()f President Shermnn, There was prohahly only one year 
nftt>r IB73, when Dr. Sunderland again took charge, in which the enrollment 
wns larger than the low figun!s of tlw collrgc's second decade. Practically 
nil patronage from the South erased as a r<'sult of the war, and the nornrnl 
school mm·emt•nt is hlnmcd for other lossl's in enrollment. 

Tho success of these cnrly yrarii of the college must, however, not he 
dimmed hy tlu• poorer pntronnge of the Inter p·ars. It is of course hard 
to determinr in many cnses how n111<·h of n total l'nrollment was collegiate 
and whnt pnrt prcpnrntory. Sonw records were nlso lost in n fire in 1875. 
Thr fol lowing s11mm1iry is of int<>r<'st; printed in the 1868 catalogue, it 
eo,·rrs n sixh'en yenr period, nnd undoubtedly rders to collegiate and 

lm•pnrntory students alike. It, hnwrvN, ,xiw~ us a pirturr of what has 
1t•t•n n sm·ct•ssfu I inst it ut ion: 

Whole rnunher of t1tu1lentt1 who ha,·c lieen conncctecl with thr CollrAe 
Wl111lr mtmlicr from ahroa«I ( i. c. prol11thl)· ho11rdin1t stu11cnl!4 I 
Numher admitted to the Huccalaureatc clcgree 
Numher 11clmlt1e1I to 1111' A. M. clc1otree ... 
Numher admitted to thr A. M. degree honorury ..... . 
Numht!f who h11\·(' hcrn cl<'ctccl to the Phi Thein l>elta 
Whole 11111nlll'r in tht' Cla11<iical J),,,,artmcnl . 
llil(lirr Scic11lific 111111 ~fotlu•matka De11artment 
In ,toclrrn 1.an~lllll(C!i 

?3S 
. 715 

88 
30 

) 
24 

260 
780 
130 

Whatever tlw signifit•uncc of the lnller three figures, it will be further 
11otrd thnt science nnd mnthcmntits t•lnimrd the nHcntion of a rclntivel)· 
lnrw• numlirr of students. 

CoMPAltlSON OF ENno1.LMENT Fuam1-:s 
An rnrollmcnl of :m lo l 00 sludrnts in the college prvp~r srcms small 

lo us todny. hut it must he judgrd in compnrsion with cnrollmrnts in tllf' 
t'Ollegu departnwnts of similur institution~ of thnt day. The first figures 
nvnilnhle nre to he found in the Heports of tlw llnitrd Stnlt•s Conunissioner 
of Educntion for IH72. In thnt yt•nr Vassnr hnd 211 <·ollcge students: 
\Vrslrynn Femnle Collrgc. Mncon, Gn., hnd J:-\6; Cincinnati Wrslcyan 
College hnd 106; Mary Sharp in Trnnrss<•c hnd 92; Wilson, n competitor 
in Pt•nnsylmnia, had •15; Wrlls hnd ,lQ; Hillshorough had 39i Elmira 
hud 5 l ·--nnd these were ;t'.i;:"~1•ntnt i\'c collt•ges for women of that time. It 
would "f>IH'ar that P. t-·. C. hnd ,m t•nrollmrnt fnvornhlc in size to thnt in 
olht•r t·o lt•gt•s for women. 

NuMmm o.- GnAnUATEs 

Tim number of students upon whom wns conferred th<• dcgrre of Baehr• 
lor of Arts, hy yenrs ns far ns possiblr, will give nn iden of the distl'ihution 
of the rstimntr.d numhrr of one hundrrd and twenty•fi\'t' gnulunlt•s: 
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1853 . 3 1858. . 3 1863 2 
1854 ..... 9 1859. . 6 1864 3 
1855 7 1860 . . 6 1865 8 
1856 . . 8 l 861 . 6 1866 . 8 
1857 .......... 3 1862 .7 1867. 8 

1875 
1876 

.3 
5 

These figures do not include studl•nts who rcnrnin<'d for nu ndditionnl 
ycnr for the degree of A. M. 

DISTRIBUTION OJ,' ENttOl.1.MENT 
In order to determine the extent of the in~titution's infhH'nrc, nn 

nnnlysis of the r<'sidenc<' of the studC'11t hocly hy stnh•s wns mnde, It hns 
been possible to do this for n few ycnrs only hc<·m1se of the limited nmnber 
of student lists nvnilnhle. It hns not hccn possihl<! to iwpnrnh! college und 
prepnrntory students. 
DISTRIBUTION OJ-' STUDENTS FnoM OUTSIOE PENNS\'l.\'ANIA ATTENDING 

Pt-:NNSYl.\'ANIA n:l\tAU: Co1.u:ct: IN Ct:ltTAIN Yt-:AllS 

Wisconsin ...• 
New Jcrser 
Mar)·lnnd . 
M~ssncltuiielts 
ENGLAND 
c. \V.? 
New York 
Maine .. 
Dclnwnrc . 
Ohio 
V •.. 1rg1111a ..... 

VIENNA, AUSTHIA . 

185:-J 185,l 1861 1 HC> l 1868 
2 l 
I 2 
I 1 
I I 
l 1 
I 

2 
I 

20 rn )] 

4 2 

2 

2 

Dist. of Columhin l 
While the coll<'gc drrw most of its students from P<'nnsyl\'Rnin, tht• 

experiment seems to have druwn n few students from oth<'r stntcs mid n 
few foreign countri<'s, A complete tnl,le would prohnhly list mnny otlll'r 
stntcs not list<•d here. It is however obvious that hy 186B th,, institution hus 
bt•conie nlmost complf'tely local in chnructer, 

DISTIUHUTION Of,' GnADUATr~3 
The catalogue for 1860 givr.s a complete list of Rrnduntr.11 nnd th<'ir 

addresses from the founding of the college until thnt dnte, The numher of 
grnduntcs to that date wns ninety-two. More than r, third of this munlwr 
was scnllcred through eleven stnl<'s other thnn Pennsylvnniu, New Jersey, 
New York, Maryland, Dclnwarc, District of Columhiu, Mnssnchusell!', 
Illinois, Ohio, Cnliforniu, South Carolina, 'ff'nncssec, und Knnsas. Slightly 
over n qunrtcr had mnrriccl, Some of the names in the '6,J cntnlogue hnvc 
notations indicating positions held. They include prcccplr('ss<is and 
tcnchcrs in fr.male seminnri<'s, principals of nrmlemies, seminul'it's, nnd high 
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iil'hools for girli;. One is prhH'ipnl of n FriPncls' 'Grnm11u1r·School. Otherfl 
nrr tcarhers in puhlic schools. 

Tho i11fhu•11ec of the institution in the hrief spnn of its existence srems 
to lui\'e hecn great. 

TnE Qua-:sTION oi: PmomTY 
The claim is mnde for Pcn11syl\'1111i11 Fcmnlr. College that it WU!\ the 

first fomnlr colll·gc in the United Stntcs. Another writer claims for it the 
following: 

''In 1851 I Mr. S11111lrrla11,I) fo1111,l1•tl RI Collc•gc,·illc the fir11t in!ilitutinn in th<' 
wnrl,I to offer t·ollc1,tiat<' ncln111tu1,tc11 to wom<'n," 

'this wns prinh•d durin~ the· lif Ptimc of Mr, S11mlcrln11cl. 
The clnim of ,,riorily in the Unitrcl Stnt<'s is nlso mnclr hy mnny li\'ing 

~rnduntcs, of whie I the following c111otntio11 from ,m historical sketch of the 
(·ollcgo puhlishc<l hy Miss Mny Fir.Id McK~::.11, alumnus nnd honorary 
Prt'sidrnl of the Glrtnrnod Associntion, i:-1 typical: 

"Tho l'laim of ,,rlority for thc Prnn11yivl!:1ia Female Coltrgc has not alway11 hrrn 
aerrpt<'il without l' 1allrnl(<', n<'<'RU!IC d this I luwc cur«'fully 1,tathl'r<'tl from many 
~oun-t•i- tilt! following fat'lti," Slir, chrn cih's P. F. C.'s priori)' to Mar)' l.yon'i
S<"minnry, whkh cll,I •1111 li••~•n;nr. R ,icJtrt•e 1trn11t init rnlleJt<' ( ~It. llol)-okc) until 1888; 
lo ~lotthcw \'o~!!Rr111 "1111,·cl" cnt:~rpri~<' in JR58. Slw al!in dtc11 the fact that Smith, 
Wrllc11lcy, nntl Bryn Mowr W<'r1J all antc,lat<'cl hy P. ••· C. 

Grncl1111ll'S of the l'ollt•ge nlso nssttre me thnt Dr. Sunclcrlnncl l,clic\'rd in 
the priority of his ,,,,Hegt• for womrn in thl' entire Unitrcl States. 

Thrre nrl', however, l'nrlirr daimnnts thnn J>cnnsyl\'nnin Fcmnlc 
Col l«•gu whose l'RSt' 11111st he l'Oll14idt•rt•,I. 

In the first pint·<', it must he recognized that we hove 110 nccurntc wny 
or drtrrmining whnt institution t·onstitut<'cl the first (·oll<'ge for womrn in 
Amrrit·n without mnking somr nrhitrnry definition. The mrrging of the 
hundrrcls of fcmnlc iwminnrics into so,rnllccl or rl•nl cl<'grce,grn11ti11g col• 
lrgcs for wom<'n was so grndunl, 1111d the work offcrt•d so widely spread o,·rr 
whnt we now consid<'r thr tlistinct fi<'lcls of l'lcmcntnry, secondary, nncl 
highrr cclul'ntion nlike, thnt it is diffil't1lt to stntc with nny dcgrrc of nuthor• 
ity in whnt yrnr mnny givt'n institutions hccnmc colleges in the sense of 
institutions of high<'r l<'11rni11g, providing instruction hcyond the st'condary 
school. Thrrc W<'r<' se111i11nril1S for womrn which Imel much higher stnnd• 
nrd!\ of scholnrship nncl ettrriculnm thnn mnny institutions which w<'re 
t"allrd collf'g<'s, nncl which were chnrterccl ns colleges. The hare fnct tlrnt 
nn institution hnd t·c>11fl1 rrcd upon it hy the stntu thr right to grant clrgrees 
dors •1ot plucl' it i11 u different cnt<'gory from those srminnrics which dicl 
the snn~,. ~. higher type nnd quality of work without t•onfcrring degrees, 

A com,rnrison of l'Urricula would not lrnd us lo nny universally nc• 
crptcd cone usion reg,u-cling priol'ity, hccnusc of widely vnrying standards. 
I.ct us therefore limit treatment to the l'lnims of priorly from the slnnd• 
point of dntc of chnrter grnnting right lo confer dcgrc<'s, nncl the date 
of conf <'rring snid drgrccs in institutions cxclusi\'l'ly for women. 
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It is clear that there were co-cdurutionnl !-<'minnrics nnd t•ollegPs rom• 
pnring fn\'ornhly with the opportunitirs of the, chnrtering of P, F. C. Mrs. 
J. M. E. Blnndin's "History of Higher Educntion of Women in the South 
prior to 1860," quoted hy Taylor in his "Before Vnssnr Opened," cites 1111111• 

erous seminaries in Alabama and other Southern states which conferred 
honors and diplomas, hut with no mention of degrees. Some of these 
nntcdnte P. F. C. Blount College, Tl'miesscc, Eliznheth Acndemy, Mississ, 
ippi, <·hnrtcrcd ns n college in 1819, conferring n degree of Domina Scien• 
tinrum; Mississippi College founded 1830, clniming lo hn\'e gi\'en degrccK 
to two women in 1832; Greensboro College for Women (North Carolina) 
oprning in J 84 7, but no rrcords of its <·urriculum known to exist; Johnson 
Fcmnlc Vni\'ersity of South Cnrolinn known to hn\'e hnd degree conferring 
powers hut from whnt dntc not recorded-these arc n few of the fr.male or 
cocdul'ntional (:ollcges or seminaries which mi~ht he considered prior tu 
P. F. C. in point of time in the higher cducnt1on of women, or in somr. 
cases, prior in the grnnting of drgrecs to wom,.11. But rrcords arc either 
so fragmentary M l'ntircly missing thnt full discus3ion of their claims is 
not possible here. Some of these institutions lost their records in the Ci\'il 
Wnr, through fire. • 

In the North, 0herlin College, Ohio, hnd n sepnratc f rmalc depart• 
mrnt ns e~rly ns 183,i, nnd gradunt<'d three woml'n in 18•U, whether with 
degrees \lr not, Taylor docs not state. At any rntc the instruction was in 
tho same clnsst•s with mt•n, which clnssifi<·s the institutirm ns <·o-cchl<'ntionnl. 
Antioch College, Ohio, opened ns n co•edt1l'ntionnl college in 18:i:i, thr 
,,ate of the <'harntrring of P. F. C. Ottt~rhein and llcidelhcrg were co• 
educationnl hr.fore P. F, C. OJ><'nrd. Ohio "'cslcyan Female College WR!I 

founded at Cincinnati in the snmc yt•nr ns the year of J>. F. C. 's chnrtering; 
Illinois Lilmrnl Institute, n co-educntionnl school Inter t·nlled Lomhnrd 
University, opened in IB51. Knox College wns also cocdul'ntionnl. Milwnu
ket• College, chnrtered in 1H53, <•xclusi\'cly for women, graduated two 
students in 1853, hut no drgrct' seems to hn\'e hrcn gt·uuted. 
H illsdnlc College, Michignn, ga\'c n B. S. degree to n woman in 1 H5 l, .?11d 

nn A. B. in 1852, hut wns co-cducntional. Elmira College, one of the strong• 
l'St clnimcnts to priorly as n womnn's collcg<', did not open until 1855. 

There nrc several colleges whose clnims must he considered in more 
details, since if the statements mnde for them hold true, they prohnhly nntc• 
dnte P. F. C. in founding, charter, d<'grec-grnnting power, nnd grnduntion 
of first class, 

First mny he mentioned Ohio \Vrslcyan Fcmnle Collcgu of Cincinnati, 
which according to Tnylor wns incorporntcd in UH2-4.'-l, grnduntcd Bix 
women in 1845, and gave tlw degrf!cs of M. E. L. and M. L. A.-Mistrcss 
of the English Litcrnturc, nnd Mistress of the Lihernl Arts. The first cntn• 
loguc refers to its incorporation by tho stnte of Ohio. 

Second may he ment ioncd Georg in Female College, now known ns the 
Wt.•sloynn Femnlo College of Macon, Georgia. It wns chnrtercd in 1836 nnd 
eloims to be "the oldest regularly chartered institution for conferring de-
• Seo footnote, page 35. 

30 



grrt•s upon women in America, if not in the world." Its earliest records have 
been lost by fire and investigators hnvc hecn uuahle to consider its claims 
with certainty. In a letter dated Ser,trmher :-m, 1887, President Bass wrote, 
us quoted in "Education in Georgia ' mentioned in the bihliogrnphy of this 
paper: "Ohcrlin in Ohio, for men 11ml women, was chartered about the 
!HllllO lime. or n little before perhaps, hut did not confer nny degrees till 
after the Georgia Female College hud conf <'rrcd degrees. The same may he 
!!Rid of Mount Holyoke in Massnchusf'lts, which nc\·cr bore the name of 
collrgc, hut ohtnincd charter privileges to confer degrees a little prior to our 
l'ollcgc, but I think it had alwnyi~ hrcn culled n s<'minarv, and hns not con• 
forrcfl degrees or did not until after our college hacl cfouc so. I think 
it is n wcll-cstahl islwd foct thnt the Georgia Fcnml<' Collcg«•, now Wf'slcyan, 
is the first collt•gc in the world that t•vcr conferred n degree upon n woman." 
Th" <lnte dnim<'d for the first cl<'gre is 1840, when eleven graduated. Its 
opening was preceded hy mnny spl't!cltes nnd nohlc s<'ntimrnts similar to 
thoso of Or. Sund<'rlnnd in his enrly stntcment of th<' nim of his college. Part 
o( nn ncldn·ss hy Dnnicl Chnndl<'r, Esq., in IB84 on Female Education, nt the 
annual commencement of the Uni\'N'sit)' of Georgia, which tuldrcss grcnlly 
i-timulntcd tlw orgnni1.ation of thi!:l nncl othrr eollt~gcs, n·ads ns follows: 

"Give tho fomnl<' the l!Utnc n,h·anta~<'s of i1111truction with the malr: afford hl'r thr 
!illlllr 011portunitir11 for impro,·t1mc11I: ntul 11hc will 11tru~glc with the bolclr111 min«I 
for 1hr mo11lcry in 1H"ir1wc uml le1tcr11, 01111 0111111rip in the pro\111 rar<' of cfitltinction 
111011)' of the fo\'orcd !it1hjc•rt11 of Jl8r<'nlal 11olic·it11clc n1ul lcgislati\·r l11111nt)'," 

In "Suect•ss" for Scptcmlwr, 190:-i, can hr found the stor)' of the first 
C:omm<'m·timent nt Georgin Collcgn as told hy n Mr~. Bruson, who as Miss 
Knthcrinn Brcw<•r wns n mcmhcr of the first grnduntlng dnss. She t<'II~ 
n( hnving in lwr posstission the diplomn of tlw coHcft· It is quot<'cl in the 
nrtidc nnd also hy Taylor in "After Vnssnr Opened.' The diplomn rends: 

"Tr~s·nMONIAI. o.F Gi,;onGIA FEMAI.E Cou.,~GF." 
"Tho l'rc11idenl, 1111 the rc11rt•11<'ntath·t1 of the Fncult)· of th,• C:<'orgia Ft'malc Colle~c. 

µi\·1•s thl11 l<'!!llmoninl that ~ i!i11 Kathcrinr. Brewer, having pas11c1l through n rfgnlar 
1·11urso of 11(1111>· in that insli1111i11n t•mhrndnll all the !ll'ienct•!I whit-It arc• ll!IUally tau~ht 
in tht• collrKCM nf the llnltccl S1atr11, that rcft'r ancl appropriately ltrlong lo frmnle 
1•1luralio11 in its 1110!11 11m11lc ranl(«-, w11s ,lc,•mt•tl worth>· of tht• fir~, clegrce 1·11nfrrrecl 
hy 1hl!! ill'!titution, 111111 1u·c·or1lingl)' it Wll!I 1·11nf«-rrt!1I upon her July 18, 18-t0. 

"In lt'!!lhuonr of whic-h lht• 11ig11u1ur,•.~ of tht> J>.-esiclenl nncl Fncultr 01111 1hr i-t'al of tho 
C'llll'l(e aro hcrt•to nffixt•cl. 

(;wnu: F. PuRct: 
l'rc!litlt111t. 

W. II. Er.usu~ 
Prof <'~!!or 11{ Muth-::matks 

T11m1 ,s IJ. s,. \In: 
Profc~11or of Natural Science." 

Unfortunatl'lr we uni h•ft in tlw dnrk l\M to what the df'grre wns which 
wns conf l'rrcd. 1 he clnims of this <·oll<'~e for priority must rest upon the 
nhovc stntcments. 

A third serious clnim~nt, n college founded expressly for women, is 
the Mnry Shnrp College, of Winchester, Tennessee. This inl'titution wns 
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founded in 1850 or 185) ( Mcrrinm nnd Tnylor diff cring in this resprct), 
under the nnme of tlm Tennessee nnd Alnhnmn Fcmnlr Institute. It started 
without spccinl fncilitics, nnd operated for three yrnrs heforn tlw collcgr 
huilding wns completed nnd occupied. It wns Inter 1mmrd Mnry Sharp 
College after Mrs. Mary Sharp, a widow of thnt \'icinity, had made n 
spccinl contribution toward its mnintennnce. This college for women 
granted two Bnehf'lor of Arts degrees in 1853, nnd clnims to he the first 
college for women in America which required both Lntin nnd Grrck for 
tho degree. The following lt!ltcr is self,cxplnnntory. 

Dcp11r1111cnt of tht• lnl<'rior 
Oun•au of Eclurution, 

Wa!!hington, (). C:., July 5, JREM 
Sir: In r<'pl)· lo )'ottr lrllrr of lht• Rth ultimo, makinµ i111111ir)" whclhrr a di11lo11111 

Willi ewr gh·cn for a lll,cral e,lucalion ( one in whkh Lalin m11l Grrck wcr<' rctfllirccl as 
a 11inc 111111 non for the drgrce of A. U.) before 185:J, at whit·h lime the)' (the lrui1tre11) 
conferred the dcgrt.•r of A. H. upon two younf( lntlirt1, hnvl11~ t·om11lctr1I the curricul11111 
of the collcg<', I hr~ 111 Inform )'OIi 1hat none of thu t·nllrµe11 for 'f,•111alt•111 r<'portin1t to 
thi11 office n•1111ir<'d Latin and Grcrk 1111 a Kine 111111 non for tlw clr~rt•ti of A. B. prior 
lo 1853. 

I am )'our ohctlic1ll scr\'11111, 

'/,. C. G1un:s, 
Prci;idr"t of Mary Sharf) Collrgc, 

Wind1cstcr, Tcmmiscc. 

Joll't 1-:HO'-
lf. S. r.111n"''•"i111wr of Ecluration. 

It will he 11otcd thnt this fomnle collcgci grnduntcid its first cluss in th,• 
snmc yenr ns did Pc1111~yl\'a11in Frmnlc College nnd thnl tlwy rrcoiwtl 
Bachelor of Arts dcgrcm,. 

It seems cfouhtful whether P. F. C.'!4 prioril)' ns 1111 institution cxclus• 
i\'cl)' for the hi1dwr c•<luentio11 of ,,·0111c•11, chnrtcred to t'onf<•r dl'gr<'<!s, cn11 
he <·stnhli!1hcd. 

Tho clnim!4 of the nho\'e institutions to priority in ccrtnin rnsprcts t·1111• 
not he dismissed 011 the grounds thnt thrir <'llrricttln wcrn infrrior. Whil<' 
no detailed curricula cnn he prcsrnlccl, Pn•sidcnt Ainsworth wns tlw author• 
itr for the stntemcnt in 1910, thnt the ori~innl fnrulty of Georgia Female 
College hnd n professor of nncirnt langungrs, one of modern lnngung<!ff, 
nnd thnt the Senior <'lnss studies nnturnl philosophy, mental nrul moral 
philosophy, ustronomy, hotnny ns <·onncctcd with chemistry; physiology, 
geology, history, nncirnt nnd mod<!rn lnngungt•s. This compnrcs fn\'ornhly 
with P. F. C.'s senior program in IH53 which hnd no Lntin nnd Gn•ck until 
the succeeding )'<!nr, hut which included Mcntnl nnd Moral Philosophy. 
Nnturnl History, Pollticnl Economy, Criticism 1111<1 Tnslc!, Theme \Vriting. 
Geology, Noturnl Thenlog)', Evidences of Christinnlty, nnd the Constitll• 
lion of the United Stntcs. 

Likewise the curriculum of Mnrr Shnrp wns strong for its dny. To 
quote from Taylor: 

"Tho frc11hmen ht•unn nlgd,rn an,I Latin mul gcomclr)' arnl Hollins' 'Ancient 
lllstory'. The 11011homorca complctctl algchra, l(comclry nntl trigo110111c1ry, reatl \'t'r• 
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~ii, 1·0111111f'ncccl C,1.ck, i11ut i1111,,.,;·, .. ,:dent and medic\·al, 01111 hotnn)', The junior~ 
lia,I conic scction!I, Ck('ro, mnlhrmaticnl philosophy, dcmon11lrnli\'c (lhilo~ophy, m1Hl('rn 

hi"tory, Greek tc~1ame111, n"tronomy, CX(l('rirncntal d1emi111ry. The seniors had lloror.c•, 
the Acts in Greek, loµic. 11w111nl and moral philosoJ1l1y, rhetoric, United Stales hi11tory, 
rlcmrnts of criticism, 1wo~logy, physiology.' 

This progrnm ii. ctirtninly compnrnhlc with the P, F. C. program of till' 
first decade. 

It is entirely possihlc that Pcnnsylvnnin Female Collrgc wns the first 
r<'gttlnrly chnrtcrrd 1w1:-de11ominatio11al colh·gc for women in the United 
Stales, with dC'gn·c-confcrring powrrs. Further res,•arch is dt•sirnhlc if this 
is to he definitely f'stnhlished. Both the Ohio Wrslcynn Female College! 
and the Georgin Fcmnle CollC'gc WNe Mcthodi!-il, nnd Mnry Shnrp wns 
Baptist. A study of the collt•gcs mul !-iC'minnrics listed hy the United Stnks 
Connnissioncr in 1B7:i rC'venls thnt f<'w of the institutions of higher learninJ? 
for women wrre non-srctnrinn. 

Priority in the stute of Pennsylvanin ns n rC'gttlnrly chnrterecl dcgree• 
c·onferring rollcgc for the hi~ht!r cdueation of women exclusi\'ely nlso scctm 
to he definitely <·stahlishNI for Pennsyl\'nnin Female Collcµe insofar ns tlll' 
fnets nt thr. disposal of llw wrilt>r inclicnte. Till' United S~atcs Commission• 
rr of Eclucntion in 1B72 listrd thrsc "institutionN for the superior instruc• 
lion of femn1,~" in PC'nnsylvnnin: 

A lien town College 
Mornvinn Seminary 
Wilson College . 
University Femnle Institute 
Brooko Hnll Fcmnlc Seminnry 
Onklnnd Seminary . 
Chel'tnut Street Fcmnlc St>minnry 

Dute Chn rtf'n•d 
1867 
1863 
1869 
1C·16 
1856 

Acnd<'my of Notre Dnmc 
Jr\'ing Collrgc t 18~7 
Pittsburgh Fcmnle College 1 m,:l 
Susquehannn Fc11rnlc College 1858 
Cottngo Hill Coltrgc for Young Lndies 1868 

Date Organized 
1867 
1749 
1870 
}81i7 

184S 
1850 

1856 
1855 
1860 
1850 
1836 \Vnshington F«mtnlc Seminary l 836 

t Not Hstecl until l 878 report. All clnl«'!l f rnm lalrr rrporls. 

In tho report of the same ycnr, th(• Conuni~sionet· reports only four 
colleges for women in Pcnnsyl\'nnin which conforrt>cl degn·t>s, nnmely 
Pennsylvania Fcmnlc Coll<'ge, \VilsCln Coll<'gr, Cottage Hill College, nncl 
Pittsburg Ft!mnle Co1lrg<'. None of tllf'!l«' Collcgrs nnledntc P. F. C. 
Pittshurg Ft•mnlr. College was c·hnrlt•n•cl in the snnw year ns P. F. C., but 
wns not orgnnizccl until two yenrs Inter. The tnhlc ahovc imliC'ntC's thnt there 
were scminnries for young women in Prnnsrlvnnin hcforn P. ~•. C. wn~ 
orgnnized, but none of them nppear to he drgrcc gr.mting institutions. 111 



1872 thirty-right colleges exclusi\'ely for wom<·11 were gr1111ti11g drgrc<•s in 
\'arious parts of the United States. 

The catalogues of Permsyl\'anin Female Collrgc do not stnte anywhere 
the claim to priority in the field of collrgcs <'xclush·<'ly for women, hut 
both students and older residents of Collegc\'illr nssurc the wrih!r thnt Dr. 
Sunderland firmly believed that he was first in the field. It is <louhtful 
whether he knew of Ohio Wrsleyan College, Grorgin Female College or 
Mary Sharp. News trn\'cllrd slowly in those dnys, nnd communication wns 
infrequent. Dr. Sunderland's sincerity ennnot hr qurstionccl. It is further• 
moro true that in a consrr\'Rtivc stahi like Prn11syh·a11in, Dr. Su11drrlancl's 
collt•ge for womrn was just ns truly llfl cxprri111N1t in high<•r education n11 
though he had been definitely first in the United Stntrs. 

In conclusion then, ii would seem to he fairly we)) ,•stnhlislwd that 
Pcrmsyl\'anin Femnle College was Pennsylvnnin's first d1artNrd degrct• 
granting imtitution exclusively for the highrr education of womrn, if not 
in the whol<' Middle Atlnnlic and N,,w England nr·,•n, 

B1111.0,aul'HY AND Sounc,-; ~IAT1mur. 

PmMAur Sounct-:s 

Cntnlogurs and Arrnouncf'mrnts of Prnnsyl mn in l•'r•mnlt• Coll<'!((', for 185 I, 
185:l, IB51l, 1857, l U6l, JHfri, 1868, 1870, lH7I, nnd 187:l--llrsinus 
Coll<'ge Lihrnry. 

Commencement Progrnm, 186:l--lJrsimrs Cnlleg,· Lihrnry, 
Aclvertisin~ Circular of Collrge--1869. Lnl<' cu~todiun. Glenwood Asso• 

cintion, Miss fdn Patterson, Norristown, Pa. 
Dinner ln\'itntion, Commrncemrnl, HJ(,9. Cm1todi1111. 
Co11frre11c<'s with grndunttis, fornlf'r stml<•nls, nnd n lt·nclwr of tlw Pr1111Hyl-

mn in Female College, 
Photographs of Dr. Sur1dcrlnnd, Mrs. Surulnlnnd Isl, 11ml pupil~. Cm~todinn. 
Bndgo of Athenni Society, Custodinn. 
Lnws of Pcrmsrl\'anin-1853. Chartrr. Stntu Lihr-nry, Hunishurg. 

St-:coNr>AUY Sounc•:s 
Harley, Lewis H.-"Prnnsylvanin Female Collrgu"--column In Th(• E\'1!• 

ning Oullclin, Philadclphin, August 17, 1917. 
Tim Independent, Collcgcvillr., f>a,-Files 1907 to dntu, rr.corcling proc,·rcl

in~s of annunl reunions of thl' Gl,~nwood Assodntion. Custodiun. 
Jom•s, Chas. Edgeworth :-Education in Crorgin--Contrihutions to Amcri, 

can Educational Historr: U. S. Bt1rf'au of E,luealion, Clrculnr of In, 
formntion No. 4, 1888. 

Merriam, Lucius Snli11bury, Ph. D.-Highcr Educntion in 'l'<'nllP~~,•,i-sr.111Ci 
series as Jones, No, 5, 1893. 

Orlon. James, A. M.-"Tho Higher Eclucntion of Womrn":-A S. Barrl<'s 
and Company, Boston-] 873. Custodinn. 

Price, S. Emmo, A. M.-"Rcminisccnces of Pcnnsyl\'nnin Female College" 
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· --Tlw Pf•1111syl \'all ia CNnu111, .11111,· 1910 :---Montgonwry County If i~
toriml Soc·i<>ty, Norristown, l'n. 

S111ulrrln11cl, Mrs. J. \\'. --Addn•ss on "P••1111sylrn11i11 Frmnle f.oJlrgt>" 
11 B9B)--Sk,•t1·lws of the llistoric·nl So<'if'ty nf Mont~om1·ry Co,mly. 
Vol. :rn, 1905--Co11111y Hisloril'al :,of'iPIY, Norristown, Pn. 

Taylor, JnmP:; l\fo11ro1•--"Bl'forp Vassar Opl•nc•I." Houghton, Miffli11 :1:,<J 
Co., J91 11. 

'1'1·11th A1111iv••rs111·y progrnm 1111d hi1-toriral !-kf'tc:h: ThP Glenwood Assn• 
cinl io11 of P•·11111-ylv1111ia F••nutl«' Coll,·gc•, f>ul,lislwd prirntrly, Collegr• 
rill,•, Pn. 1917. C11s1odin11. 

l 111ilf'd Statf's Com111issi1111rr of Ed1u·ntio11--An111111I n•ports, 1870 to 1802. 

0 ..;i,,n· wri1i111,t 1111\ 111,mc•. Pw~id1•111 l.11«-ia It Uriµ/,!", of .\lilwuukc•t••l>ownrr Collr~<' 
liu~ ·,·d1t1•11 111 1l11i «'ff I'd tlial \lilw1111~cr rc·n•h·«·d i1~ d111r1«•r II" 11 ( :0111·1.w <'xdui-in•h 
(or w, 11111·11 willi th1• f11t\H'I" 111 µrnnl 1·oll1·~1· d1•~11T/", in JU;jl. 
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The Glenwood Association 

Thr GIC'nwood Assol'intion of Pe1111syl\'a11ia Female Coll<'gc at Col
legeville, Penna., wa~ orp;nniz<'cl in May, 1907, at which tinw, hy in\'ilntion 
of Miss Mny Fi<'lcl McKran, n numhcr of former stud<'nts gnthf'red at th<' 
old Coll<'gc nncl rrrww<'cl old friendships. 

Since then, e\'cry year, on the Inst Thursday in May, these gatherings 
hnve hr.en held. In 191H the Colll'gc huilcling wus torn down, and th<' 
Hcunions an• now ll('ld at Ursinus College, with a Pilgrimage to the old 
grou11ds, where through the l'ourh•sy of the ownrr, Mr. Francis J. Clamer, 
a pavilion is thrown oprn for our us<', ancl the program for the day i.s con• 
eluded by singing "The Glenwood H<'union Song", composed hy Miss May 
Fiel(I McKean. 

In 1917, on thr ocension of the 10th Anniversary of the formation of 
The Glenwood Assol'iation, ~liss May Field l\lcKN111, in nu historical ad• 
dress said:-

"And now, sistrr-students of the Pennsylvania Female College, ,i~ we 
look into each otht•r's fnl'es heforc we romc to ~he last chapter pf this 
hhltory, without a word hl'ing snicl, we know that a sigh-nlmost n so,,-
is rising in Nteh heart; for in l8BO the doors of thr dear old College arc 
closed us an educational fnl'tor in th<' world's progrN,S. What thC'n? Was 
it nil lost? Was the work a failure'! ~ny, Vl'rily! 

"At the very beginning the "object'' of the founclt>rs wns set forth 
to be, •a work thnt would go 011 until woman would he fully accorded her 
trur position in nil the avenues of us<'fulness and honor, consistent wilh 
her possibilities, in n Republic resting upon n liberal, intelligent and 
Christian civilization.' Look nbout you! Thnt tim<' has now come along 
rvcry line except thnt of politirs--nnd is rapidly coming there. • Who 
shall say how 11111r/1 of the inlluence which has nccomplishcd this drnnge 
hnd ils hirth in our Almn Muter? Mor<', I believe, thnn Wt' will ever 
rcnlize. 

"The grenl improvenwnt made in the Public School System, the form• 
ing of Teachers' ln~titutcs, the popularizing of the Edueationnl lecture 
platform, the opening of spccializetl schools nnd the l'stnhlisluuent of 
colleges for women hnving lnrge financial support hnck of thcm,-all 
tended to make the mninlt~mu1<·c of such nn institution as ours more diflicult. 
But if her real work wns accomplished why should we grieve? 

• In August, 1920, onl)· three years after the ahorn was wrilt<'n, the 19th Ameml• 
nwnl wa11 adtlctl to the Con!ltitution of tht' linit<'tl Stales, gl\'ing women the right of 
~ullrugt•. Ancl thus the prctlirtion hcc·onu•!\ wholl>· fulfillt•tl. 
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"Perhaps lu•r foundrrs wrre ton far nlll'ad of their tinw to hope lo 
realize their high ideals in their 111alerinl form, hut lt•t us ncvrr erusc to hr 
thankful that we hnve het•n n pnrl of tht> great foundation work of thnt 
splendid sentiment which sine,• that day has workrtl itst•lf oul into all 
manner of good for womankind--and thrrrfore for tlw world." 

At the Reunion lo he hdcl this p·ar---1927, a gn·at•grnncldaughtrr of 
one of the Founders of Pennsylvania Ft•nrnlc Collegt•, and who is in dost• 
touch with present college life, will giw a lalk on "The College Girl of To. 
clay." As a filling way of C(•lehrnting our 20th Annin·r:.ary, th<.• Associ.i• 
tion is puhlishing n history of 1hr Collt>g,·, whil'h ltns lu•1•1 1 prc~pnrr<I hy 
Paul Allen Mertz, A. M. 

.1(1 



List of Form,~r Students and Daughters 1f1lw Have Affiliated 
T/remselvP.'i 11'1itl, the Glenwood A.i,sociation 

*Mrs. Mary Hambo Ahrams 
*Mrs. Lucy Fnird1ild Alexander 
Miss Sallie Antrim 
Mrs. Louisn Harley Arnold 

*Mrs. Mary Hunsicker Burtman 
Mrs. Agnrs Shultz Bnrh<'r 
Mrs. Ella Gilbert Bailey 
Mrs. Carrie Schnll Barry 

*Mrs. Sue Bickley Baskin 
• Mrs. Sophie Bertolct BatH'r 
• Mi~s Florence Baum 
Miss Pauline V. Baum 
Mrs. Olivia Brendlinger Bau~ 

*Mrs. Hannah Hcchnrr BC'an 
l\lrs. Camilla Fox Benn 
Mrs. Hannah Moser Belden 

*Mrs. Ziphrc Aimnn Bed>C' 
*Mrs. Annie Hopkins BC'nn 
*Mis. Elizabeth Frick BC'rtol(•t 
Mrs. Henrietta Benn Beyer 
Mr:;. Esther Lukens Bock ius 
Mrs. Sue Lary Boone 
Mrs. Kate Cox Botl'hford 

•~Ir~. Mary J. Bi<·kley Benn 
Mr~. Aclaline Fairc·hilcl Brin~-

mncle 
Mrs. Emma Evans Brownhnck 
Mrs. Zenia Kuntz Bowman 
Mrs. Elizabeth Sho<'mnker Buck• 

man 
Miss Helen Buckwalter 

*Mrs. Mory Brobst Buch 
Mfas ,\j;~•c Casselberry 

*Mrs. Mary Hendricks Cassel• 
berry 

*Mrs. Sallie Hendrick,~ Cassel
berry 

*Mrs. Hnnnah Price Conway 
*Mrs. Martha McKee Crnwf ord 
Miss Emily Crnwford 
Mrs. Ella Shupe Da\'is 

*Miss Kate Detwilrr 

*Mrs. ~lary Reiff Detwiler 
Mrs. Laura Sorber Diemer 
Mrs. Emma Spare Dillon 

*Mr~. Sue Lc,•nn DcTurk 
~lrs. Jennie McKean Ellis 
Miss Grace Espenship 

,..Mr.s. Sarah Jones Evans 
Mrs. Kate Hughes E\'ans 

• Mrs. Ida Rowman Fenton 
Mrs. Carolvn Brownhack Fell 

• Mrs. Lizzie Garber Fetterolf 
Mrs. Annie Schall Fisher 
Mrs. Josephine Landis Fritz 
Mrs. E\'eanna Kenney Forest 

• ~lrs. Flom Ladunan Fry 
0 Mrs. El izaheth Thatcher Fu lier 
• \lrs. Mnrgarct Bringhurst Gar• 

her 
Mrs. Christiana Funk GnrbL•r 
Mi:-s Anna H. Gauslinc 

• ~liss Emma Gibbons 
• Miss Sallie Gibbons 
*Mrs. Kate Hciff Gilpin 
•Miss Mary C. Gorton 
Miss Mnhclln Grim 
Mrs. Flom Hunsicker Hamer 
Miss Elizabeth Hamer 
Miss Margaretta Hamer 

*.Mrs. Susan Bunting Hance 
Miss Emily Schnurman llnr

lncker 
Mrs. Ida Gotwals Hurley 

*Mrs. Mnrtha Shafer Harry 
Mrs. Mary Gilherl Hendricks 

*Mrs. Kate Hunsicker Hendricks 
Mrs. Grace Kirk Helm 

*Miss Emmn J. Hahn 
Mrs. Ida Hillegas Hersch 

*Mrs. Martha Hallman Heist 
Mrs. Sarah Fairchild Hclmhold 

*Mrs. Amanda Stacker HughL·s 
*Mrs. Elin Hendricks Hohsou 



*Miss Jonmrn Hoffmnn 

*Mrs. Mnry Hoffman Hope 

Mrs. ~lnrlhn Funk HotH'k 
Mrs. Elln Gilmore llulsc
~lrs. Emmn Hunsick<·r 

*Miss Ella l\l. II unsicker 
*Mrs. Annie 1\lajor Jolms 
1\frs. Viola Gollshalk Johnson 
Miss Ida Jones 
Mr.s. Annie Linr K('('k 

*.Mrs. Sarah A. KemnH'rcr 
~Jiss Lollie Kenclnll 
Mrs. Helin Kinsey 

• Mrs. l\lnry Hallmnn Kohl 
Mrs. 5nllie Mechling Kleppinger 
Mrs. Lyclin Gihson Klint• 
~lrs. Amnndn Kuntz Klinr 

*Mrs. Emily Todd Krnrz 
Miss Sue Lnndis 

•~liss Amnncln Larzd,•w 
l\lrs. L(•ah Kemmen·r Lf'icly 

*l\lrs. Anniu S1ras,,;ht1p;()r Lddy 
Mrs. Ella Knipe Lewis 
Mrs. l\lnry Schwenk L<'Wi!s 

*Mrs. Sallie Krnlz Long 
Mrs. Sn rah Hunsicker Lon~sl r<'lh 
Mrs. Annie Guilhrrt Mahon 

*Miss Eliznhcth Mnrsnill<'s 
*Mrs. Hnnnnh Lnrznlcrn Mather 
*Miss Mny Field McKean 
*Mis.s M. Jennie McCallmont 
Mrs. Adele Fclterolf Miller 

*Miss Hannie M. Morris 
Mrs. Fannie Evans Smith Moor<' 
Mrs. Florence H. Mosteller 
Mrs. Emma Vanderslice Moslcl· 

lcr 
Mrs. Kathryn Hunsicker Old 
\I iss E. Anna Oberholtzer 

·12 

Mrs. Emr,rn llnl111 Olmstead 

~lrs. Sophie Cn~selh<'rry Om
wnkc 

• ~lrs. Emma ~lnin Palmer 
4 ;\I iss Ida Put11•rson 
~lrs. Elin Vandt•rslicP PParl 
1\lrs. Adclic Shcrnum Pcnfi<'l,I 
Mn;. tlnrmnh Hoy<'r Peoplt>s 

i. i\l iss Lrclia Gihson Pierson 
• ,\I iss ~ln111c Pf'nnypacker 
Mr~. Eliznlicrh Arnold Poole 

*Mrs. ~lnry llunskker Prc-:,1011 
'.hs. Kate Kermy Prizer 

* ~lrs. ~lnry Crawford Hnmscy 
Mrs. Minnie Hurla Heber 
Miss Tnmnzint' A. Hennard 

*Mrs. Hf'hN·cn Hhoads 
Miss Josephine Hhoads 
Mrs. Lizzi<' Gotwalts Hichnrclson 

* Mm. Adnline Compton Hol,l,i11s 
•Mn,. Sall iP Grim Sa hold 
~lrs. Lizzit• Bromcr Sehwrnk 

*Miss Harriet C. Shafer 
1\lrs. Helen Conies Shreve 
Mrs. Annie Streeper SlinghufT 
1\lrs. ~lury Jt•ffcris Smith 
Mrs. Mary K. Schreiner Smith 
Mrs. ~lnry I Johson Smith 
Mn-1. Clnrn llnlm Smith 

*Mn,. Mnrgnrct nuzzerd Sower 
•Miss Prisci II n Stcph<'ns 
Mrs. 1\lagdnlcnn Strasshcrgcr 

~,tauffcr 
l\liss Emma StnufTc>r 
Mis~ El iznhrth S1nngcr 

• Mrs. Hcbccca Eicholtz Sunder• 
bnd 

*Mrs. Virginia Hogcrs Swnn 
*Mrs. Josinh P. Shcnnnn 



•Mis~ Ella Tolnn 
Mrs. Ag-nr~ GP isl Trrx l('r 
Mrs. Mary Mosser Tn·xlf'r 
i\li.ss Eli1.nhrth Tustin 
1\lrs. i\lary Hussf'I Ty~on 
.Mrs. CN·elia flamer VnndNsliee 
Miss ~labf'I C. Vandcrsl icl' 

;\I rs. i\c>II i1• McKean W nm•: 
\liss i\lar;.rnrct Wnlkrr 
Mrs. Ella Crater Wnlt 

• Dcecasi?d. 

*Mrs. Sarah Shelly Y<'<'inbcrgcr 
Mrs .. Mallie Hoscnhcrgcr Wanner 

* ,\I rs. Leon om Sci I Wieand 
*Mr.s. Carrie Hambo Walt 
i\f rs. ;\Ian Hallman Wimmer 

• i\lrs. Frm1<·1•s Hagaman Wills 
1\1 rs. Ella Eller Woodruff 
i\l rs. J .izziC' Bomhcrgcr Yost 
1\1 rs. ,"'IIC~ llallmm1 Young 

Dnughtl"rs and ~rm11lcla11~htf'rs an· invilf'd lo join the Assoriation. 
The Sccr<'lnry will hr µlad to 111• kepi in touch wilh all 111<'111hf'rs and form
er students. 

~l11s. C1-:n:1.L\ I Lun:n \'..\~DEnsuu:. St•cretar_r 
;'i029 S<'huyl<'r S1re('I, Ger1111111town 

Phi lnclt•l pMn, P<'1111sy I van in 



ti.'il of Cm1trib11tnrs to 
THE PENNSl'LVANJA Ff;/tfAtE COtl,EGf; SCHOtARSH/P 

Pn>.rnnted to Ursi1111s Colfo1,w, Colfo1w1,il/,>, Pa. 
by tlu• Glt•nwoml As.wwiatim,, /tla)'. 1921 

AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP, $3,000 

i\l rs. Louise Harley Arnold 
Mrs. ldn Hohinson Allt>n 
i\lrs. Agnes Slrnllz Barhrr 
Mrs. Olivia Brcndlin~cr Baus 

*Mrs. Sue Bickley Bnski11 
i\Irs. Hannnh E. · i\loscr Bclorn 
Mrs. lle11riclln Beau Bey<'r 
Mrs. E. Lukens Bockius 
Mr:;. Emmn Evans Brownhack 
i\lrs. Eliznhrth Sho<•makPr B11('k-

man 
~liss Helen Buckwalter 
Miss Alice Cnssclhrrry 

• l\liss Cathari11c Detwiler 
Mrs. Emmn Spare Dillon 

• ~lrs. Sallie Jones Eva11s 
*Mrs. Ida L. Bowman Fc·nln11 
If. G. Fc1tcrolf 
~lrs. Evl'anna Kenney Forr,•st 
Mrs. Flom Lnchm1111 Fry 
Miss Anna H. Gnu.slirw · 

•~frs. Knie Heiff Gilpin 
Miss Mnhdla E. Grim 

*Miss Emmn J. Hahn 
Mrs. Flom Hunsicker llnnH'r 
Mrs. ldu .M. Gotwals HnrlP) 

§~frs. Martha Shafer If t1rry 
Mrs. Grnce Kirk Helm · 
Mrs. Mnry Gilbert Hendricks 

*Mrs. Kate Hunsicker Hendricks 
*Mrs. Ella Hcnd.-frlrs Hohson 
*Miss Jomma Iloffnrnn 
Mrs. Bessie Hunsicker 
C. H. Hunsicker 

*Mrs. Annie Major Johns 
*Mrs. Mary Halhnnn Kohl 

• Deceased 
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i\lri-. Adrlai,1<· Curdv llrnk 
Mrs. Anni«• l.ine Keck 

•Mrs. Sarnh A. Kcmmrrrr 
.\lrs. Snrnh llunsickt'r Ln11~slr,~1I, 
i\l. H. Longslrcth, Esq. 

• Mis~ Mny Firld ~lcKean 
Mrs. Annie Guilhcrl Mahon 
Mrs. Kathnrinc Stauffer Mmwr 
.Mrs. Florence H. Moslclll•r 
Dr. mul Mrs. John Nilrs 
i\lrs. Emma 11111111 Olmstead 
Mrs. Cnthnrine Kenney Priz,~r 
i\lrs. Jonrma Warmrr Hriff 
i\liss Josephine Hhonds 

• Mrs. Sallie Grim Sn hold 
Mrs. Hntlil' Wn1111cr Snylor 
i\lrs. Eliznhcth Bromcr Schwrnk 

• Miss If arriet Shafer 
*Mrs. Wm. E. Shnrmnn 
Mrs. Mary Sehr<'iner Smith 
i\lrs. Mary llohson Smith 

• i\ 1 h,s Pr isci II a Stephens 
Mrs. Agnes Gcisl 1 rcxlcr 
Mrs. ~lnry Moser Trcxlrr 
Mis~ Mnry E. Tustin 
Mrs. Cecil in Hamer V nndcrslice 

• Mrs. Snrnh Shelly \Vcinhcrgc•r 
Mrs. Belle Morgan Wood 
.Mrs. Elln Eller Woodruff 
A Friend 
Mr. Francis J. Clnmcr 
Mrs. Katharine Hunsicker Old 
Mrs. Kate Cox Blotchford 
S. S. Clnss, Cnl\'ary Bnptist 

Church, Norristown, Pa. 



L1sT oi: .MEMOHIAJ... CoNTHIHUTIONS 

.\lrs. Anna Hc•lwcrn Zimmc•rnurn 
Anderson 

Daughters, Mrs. Jtla A. Ua,·is, M. IJ., 
and Mrs. S. A. Spatz, D. D. S. 

:\I rs. I lannah I I cehnrr Bean 
Children, T. Lane Bean, Es,, .. anil 
~lrs. A. (onra1l Jones. 

~lrs. Murin Tyson B1wkwalter 
Daughter, llcl1•11 ~I. Buckwalter. 

1\lrs. Matilda Boyc•r J·:~penship 
Grace, Slanlc)·, and Clarcnt·c Es1•1•n
ship ancl Brother, II. K. Boyer, ~sq. 

~lrs. Eliznhcth Garhc1 Fetterolf 
Family. 

,\lrs. Anna Jnnc llunsick<'r Grater 
Sister, Mrs. S. 11. Lo11gstrc1h. 

~lrs. Salome Buckwalter Garber 
Brother, Jncoh Buckwalter. 

. Mrs. Emma Frmu·es Williams Spare 
Son, Harry W. Spare. 
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~li:-s Ella Mary lfunsick<-r 
Sister, .\Ir~. Sarah II. Long• 

streth. 

\liss Annir Hallman 
Si!'ten;. 

.Mrs. Sallie Kratz Long 
llu~hand. 

~liss Eliza Ann OherholtzN 
Ur. Le,·i Oherholtzer and Sis

ler~. 

Mrs. Marr flunsickN Prrston 
l>a11~h1er, Lillie Preston 

Spare. 

~I rs. Leo11ora Sell Wieand 
Daughter!<. :\liss Irma C. 

Wieantl · and ~lrs. Helen 
Wieand Cole. 

~Ir:,. Frances llagnmen Wills 
Dau~htt>r, Mi!-'s E. C. Wills. 

~lrs. ~lnrr Ann HcifT Dctwilrr 
Children . 

~liss Clam Brendlinger 
Sister, Annie \'. Brendlinger. 



* Glenwood Reunion Song. 
&In FIEI..O McKEAN, Arr.,,, J.B. c. 

~-* iEE3.:::i=:=t~ --4'-J·-~rl-~ ·--~ Ft-= fij=1 Ell) ~~~:=~~n~~r=•~!tt~_:1-:fF.1:1:,~~EE."=• ~-=• Ir~ 
I. Allhail!allh11il,thlsgladsomeday.Whenonceagaln we meet,And claapwarmhandt ln lrlendahlp'e way, 
2. They say that many years have gone, And lo! upon our heads, Once. rav- en black or golden brown, 
3. But for to-day we're girls once more And now again we ro,e, Llgb~hear~ aa In days of yore 
4. A II hall !all hail,tbis gladsome day. When once again we meet,And clup warm bandt In friendship'• way, 

:£:_:~~-'~~rd~~~~-,·~~,=-&=tp;ifl=J;-11 ~.:_ -r . -=-~~=.:S:--~~: 1~- -- -- --· - ---- _______ L=BJ 
I -i And j~y that we may greet So ma • ny that In da11"lang eyne,"In youthful eearcb of knowledge, 
1 Are ma- ny "silver threads;" And deep within each heart, I trow le hid- den aomeaweet myat'ry 

• 1 Thro'S<'hool•room, hall andgrovo.And of• ten now we al-Op l-0 aak: "Oh girls! do you re- mem- berf' 
A:id feel each true heart beat. And when we part our prayerahall be On aup11llnnt knee low bending, 

r --·· - -·~----+~-~--- -- ~ •.. •~·····-?:T ·--··+ ---- --~ r--Flfi= ~ j ·-· ·---t---- -lt-.J· ·--· ·-- -- .__,___ -···· 
I __ ~.:_t- _· ·--.._·-·- -·-•~ . -·-- -- --- ~· 

~ , Cnoaus. 

~f~~-3S:i~7'~:_-.1-:ifii-t~iF~~#I~-"¥~ .~=-=--:.=f ___ ::.J.=::.EE:.-,-r-1 - - · ~ - --_, 
Were lead by prov• I • den • tlal line To renn• ayl- va • nla Col• lege. } 
Where tean and ~mlleurc minglr.d now- God bleaa each dear one'• hla-t'ry, Olen wood I Glenwood! 
A • bout thla spot, or that hard t111k--Or of 110me ab• eenl mem-ber. I "Dear Fa• ther, keep each life wilh thee Un- tll thlt new year'• end-Ing. 

. ~,~, @1;· ~1=-Jt-·--·-~~-~·--R ... ~:~---~·@=-~- a=--=~'--· =-.!i+=" -:1 
L...... . .. ·- ----·+--· --·E~ ... .=t:..::.:ji'..: ···--=---· -·· rr::= ~---- -:~-

~~cc~f _:_-f-M:ffeff=.::,_r-=---fjre _______ J;;~ ~ 

:=fl-~¾3·•=~-=.•~fii~··:~•=1-=8~-=j=l=i==-..:::tggD --1=r-•,4--:a~--I;,-· ~- -i:, -F~=;=---=~=E--~--=t=1 u 

lo a len • der thrall, A• once a- gain we greel thM, dear old Olen• wood llall. 

• Written ( b1 ~11•d) tor the Olrn"·ood A-,clallon of the l'cmruirl..anl• Fem.Je Ooll..., 


