
:.Aa:-' 

.· -J>~ .. 

TIIE Of.I) t.OCi 11on•m. 11n1:r 1 ilO "? 





HISTORY 

OF 

DOWNil'JGTOWN 

Chester County, Pa. 

BY CHARLES H. PENNYPACKER, ESQ. 

Semi-Cenknnial Anniversary of the Borou.rh of 
Downingto~vn by the Historical Committee. 

1909 

Downinftown Publi,hi.nf Company. 





In the fall oi mus there appeared in the Archin~, the Down
i11gto,v11 \\"(e!dy 11cwspapcr, an article calling attent:,011 to the 
fact that ~fay ~!8, l!lO!l, would mark the fiftieth anniversary of the 
organization of the Borough of Downingtown, and sugg-csting 
its appropriate oh~e1Ta11ce. .-\ttcntio11 wa:-; especially called to 
the fr,,~·t that Dnw11i11gtow11, although an ancient settlement and 
with an honorabL record, had 110 published history, and propos
ing that the semi-centennial ~hottld he marked hy the preparation 
and publication of a town history. The article was rccch·ed with 
marked approbation hy many prominent citizen:--. The Council 
appointed a committee on the suh_iect, with ,;\Jr. 1:-aac Y. Ash as 
chairman, and «ftcr deliberation it was decided to submit the 
question of the cclchration to a called meeting of representative 
citizens, and this meeting- was duly called, and was held :111 the 
ro,,;ns of the Alert Fire Company on the evening of :\larch 11, 
HIO!,J. The assemblage was composed of representatives duly 
appoh:ted from the churches, bcnc,·olent and patriotic organiza
tio11:- and the industrial, financial and other interests of the com
mm1hy1 and was largely attended. 

Organization was cffeotcd by the choice of Mr. Isaac Y. Ash 
as chairman and ~[ r. Frank Swarner as sccrttary. The repre
sentatives from the various organizations were heard in order, 
and the unanimous sentiment expressed in behalf of the organi
r.ations that the anniversary :--hould he appropriately observed. 
The celebration was committed to an executive committc c of t<.,1 
pergons, to he appointed by the chair, and of which the dtairma·.1-
i::hould he the prrsicling officer. This execut~vc committee con
sisted of the following citizens: Isaac Y. Ash, chairman; Dr. 
L. T. Hrem<.'rman, Horace Carpenter, J. Havard Downing, Rev .. 
J. H. Earp, J~mes G. Fox, .Joseph H. Johnson, Charles F. l\k
Fa,!dcn, Frank T. ~lcGraw, Rev. L. \V. ~1udgc, D. D., J. Hunter 
\Vills. 

The meeting-~ ha ,·c been held frequently in the rooms of 
!,Ir. Joseph H. Johnson's office, and the organization of the com-



mfttce ,vas completed by the election of l\fr. Charles l\fcFaddei1 
as sccretttrv nnd JoReJlh H. Johnson ns t1·easurer. The committee 
decided that' the main work should be the preparation of the 
History of Downingtown, and Charles H. Pennypacker, Esq., 
of \Vest Chester, was engaged to write the history, assisted 
by the local committee, consisting of Re,·. Lewis \V. l\Iudge, 
D. D., chairtn\ln, and l\J r. Isaac Y. Ash, associate. This 
committee charged itself with the task of aiding l\I r. Penny
packer in accumulating historical ma teriat and with the en
tire work of securing brid histories of past and existing 
churches, organizations and enterprises that were worthy of place 
in such a record. 'l'he result is the- present volume, which is 
commended to the f.n-orahle consideration of our citizens. Being 
the first serious attempt w record a history which covers a period 
of more than two centurii;_,s, and with scanty published records 
from which reliable material could ~)e gathered, it is not pre
iumed that the hish1ry is complete, or that it will prove beyond 
criticism. No histo"y ever ~vrittr·, can be regarded as complete. 
But the•committee can as~ert that it has been successful hevond 
its expectations_ has receive,d tf,~ hearty co-operation of nu;ner
ous present .and :>2.st resid'!nts, to whom our thanks are returned, 
and may clnim to irnve r.ecured many important matters from 
oblivion and laid the foundations for a more perfect building. 
It is a duty which each generation owes both to past and future 
generations to place on permanent record facts of historical in
terest and importr.nce, and this duty the semi-centennial com
mittee has fulfilled ~o the best of its ability. 

An enormous a :11ount of time and thought has been freely 
givt~ to this labor of love, and we are abundantly rewarded if 
we shall have measurably succeeded in putting into permanent 
form this record of the past and the conditions of the present, 
and if the perusal of thls record shall awaken the pride of the 
citizens in the past and their zeal in promoting the prosperity and 
w~lfa~,.! of Downingtown in the future. 

. LE\VIS \V. MUDGE, 
ISAAC Y. ASH. 



Earliest Rec·ords-First Settlers-The Parke and Downing 
Families. 

DowningtowN is situated at the intersection of the Lancaster 
tu~pike and the East Branch of the Brandywine Creek, about 
thirty-three (3:3) miles west of the city of Philadelphia, and about 
seven. (7) miles northwest of the Borough of \Vest Chester. It 
is located in what was originally Caln township, Chester County. 
The township was so called after Caine, in vViltshire, England, 
from which locality some of 'the earlier settlers had emigrated. 
Caln towhship originalJy included the territory now embracea 
in Caln, East Caln, \Vest Caln, East Brandywine, \Vest Brandy• 
wine and a part of Valley township and that part of Coatesville 
lying east of the west branch of the Brandywine and the present 
Borough of Downingtown. Ju 1702 surveys were made extend
ing from the \VclcJ1 tract (the western line of \Vhiteland), on the 
east, to the west branch of the Brandywine on the west, mostly 
confining to the Chester Valley. These surveys were afterwards 
extend~J northward and northwestwardly, and were among the 
early purchases in the Co~tnty of Chester. Chester County was 
named after the town of Chester, in England, from whence a 
number of \ViJJiam Penn's companions, in the good ship "Wel
come," had departed on their journey to the new world. Chester 
in England, was so named because, eighteen hundred years ago, 
it was the site of an encampment of 1Roman soldiers, and the 
Latin word castra signifies such a camp, and from 11 Castra'' was 
deriyed the Otle of Chester in our language. The citcumstances 
under which Chester County ( which is the mother county of 
Pennsylvania) was named were these: \\'illiam Penn and Caleb 
Pusey hnded on the shore of the Delaware. William, address
ing Caleb, inquired, "\Vhat shall we call this land?" and Caleb 
replied, "It is a goodly land, and we wiU call it Chester, in honor 
of the town on the River Dee, in England, from whence we have 
~ome." ~n 1714 Peter Taylor was constable for Caln township, 
which shows an organization at that date. The assessment of 
171 i bore the following names: 
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Aaron ~I end en hall 
Thomas JI oorc 
l'ctcr Ta vlor 
\\' illiam (~loud 
Isaac V crnon 
Joseph .Cloud 
f ohn :\Icndenhall 
\Villiam ~lemin 
James Swaffcr 
· Non-reside11t Land. 
John Baldwin. 

\Villiam Taylor 
John l'arker 
i)anicl Sm~th 
Philip Roman 
Anthonv ~Iorris 
Richard \Vchb 

Free ~fen. 
John Richards 
;I'homas Efford 

~rovcmhcr 2(i, 1728, a petition to. the following effect was 
presented to the co~trt: 

'"That_ your Petitioners Labouring under many difficulties by reason 
of the Largeness of the saicl Township, which was nc\'er yet bounded hut 
on the East Side Joyning Whiteland Town: That the said Town Extends 
in length above fourteen miles, and in breadth n<.•ar fourteen miles, That 
the farthest Sctkrs back from the Great Road leading to Philadelphia, liv
ing so Remote from the Said Road Sddom have notice to come clown 
to repair it, which often wants hy reason its so abused and cut with the 
Dutch \V r.ggons which daily pass and Repass along the Said Road. 

"Inasmuch as the Said Township is large enough to be Devided into 
Two, your Petitioners Humhly desire for the Ease of the said Township 
that it may he Dcvided and that the Bounds of ye Townshi1> of Caln may 
hegin at the line oi Whiteland on the South side of the Said Town of Caln 
and so Extend from the Said !inc Westerly along the Valley :Mountain to 
the West Branch of Brandywine Creek, then up the said Branch Northerly 
to the plan:ation of Joseph Darlington, then Easterly Along the ~[omt
tain Bcl\\'N'n ye plantation of Thomas Elderidg and the Indian Town to 
David Roberts, then to the Bounds of Uwchland. 

''That the Remaining part of the 11own being Large e11ough for a 
Township, its Humbly desired by your Petitioners it may be catted Spef
forth. Wherefore your Petitioners Hmnhly Desire that you wilt take this 
into vour Consideration and to allow the said Township of Caln to be 
De\'icied and Bounded as is before set forth, and yr Petirs witt pray, &c. 
"William H·eald, · Pierre nizallion, 
Samuel Bishop, David Evans; 
Joht\ · Da\'eson, Thomas Moore, 
William Sinkler, Peter Whitaker, 
\Viii Nichols, . Robert Milter, 
Willian, Dtinn, Joseph Griffiths, 
Rich:\rd Hughs, Jason Cloud, 
Th~mas Vernon, Aaron Mendenhall, 
Arthur White, L!ewclin Parry, 
_William G1 cgory, Edward Irwin, 
Edmund. Gregory, James Bruce, 
Thomas Dawson, Thomas Heald, 
Edward Thompson, _Triseoh h:\rlinton, 
Thornt1s Eldridge, Samuel McKinley, 
Peter Whitaker, Thomas Ramsey." 
Thomas Parke, 

In 1702 surveys ,1v·ere made in Caln township in the right of 
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purchases made in Englind, viz., for Joseph Cloud, 225 acres; 
for J ercmiah Collett, :n ,> ncres; for Robert Vernon, 600 acres, 
and for Daniel Smith, 1000 acres. The Collett tract was sold to 
Thomas ~Joore, and Thomas and his brother, John, purchased 
the Vernon tract, which subsequently became the property of 
Thomas ~Joore, who erected a mill on the cast side of the Brandy
wine in l 71H. The Smith tract was divided hy a north and south 
line. The eastern half became the property of George Aston, 
who subsequently sold to Roger Hunt, while the western half 
w~s purchased by Thomas Lindley, who subsequently sold i)1 
172-1 to Thomas Parke. Roger Hunt came trom Birmingham, ih 
England ; George Aston came from th'! same· place. They were 
both members of the Church of England. Roger Hunt was a 
commissary under Colonel Thomas Dunbar in the Braddock 
expedition: Joseph Cloud emigrated from the Isle of Skye, along 
the coast of Scotland. The family name was ~kl.cod. Ahraham 
Cloud, wh0 lanckd at ~ cw Castle, Delaware, early in the cen
tury, was the first emigrant to drop the l\IcLeod and write it 
Cloud. . 

.Among the early families who settled in this neighborhood, 
or who settled in what is now Downingtown, was that of the 
Parke family, in May, 172:1. After selling their stock of personal 
proi>crty at their home in I rclancl, on th.e 21st of that month, 
Thomas Parke, aged (i-l years: Rc:bccca, his wife, aged li2; their 
second child, Robert Parke, aged 2!1; their fourth child, Rebecca 
Stalker, aged 2H; Hugh Stalker, her husband; their fifth child, 

· Rachael Parke, aged 24; Thomas Parkc, aged lB; Abel Parke, 
aged 17; Jonathan Parke, aged 15, and Elizabeth Parke, aged 
l:l, embarked at Dublin on the vessel Sizarghs, bound from 
'Vhite Haven to Dublin, and then to Philadelphia. The passage 
fmm ·Ireland was a rough one. Robert Parke kept a journal 
of the ,·oyage by daily notes, and on the 21st of August of that 
year, it appears that they arrived within the Bay of Delaware. 
They' immediately commenced traveling in the adjacent country 
to. view land. Part of the family remained in Chester abput 
three mon_ths from the time of their landing, then they moved 
l6 a temporary residence two miles distant, and on fJecemher 
2 Thomas Parke purchased a tract of Jand in the Great Va1ley 
of Chester County of five hundred acres at the price of three 
hm1dred and fifty pounds. Jonathan Parke, son of Thomas 
Parke. married Deborah Taylor, daughter of Abiah 'l'aylor, 
who Jived on the Brandywine, south of Downingtown, 1_1<.~ar 
where ·· Cope's Bridge · is located. It was Deborah Taylor 
who gave the name to the rock on the west side of the 
stream, near that pqint, and all the story about the Indian maiden 
and her suicide from the top of the rock by jumping :nto the 
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~tream below is a fanciful myth. Bradford ::\Ionthly l\Ieeting 
commended Thomas Parke in these words: "Thomas Parke 
came from Ireland about the y{ ar 1724 well recommended by 
certificates from Friends there, and some years after was ap
pointed an Elder for Caln l\I eeting, in which Station he remained 
until his dC'ath. and was well respected by friends in general." 
He departed this life on the 31st of First Month, 1738, ana was 
buried at Caln. About a year after his (Thomas Parke's) death, 
his son, Thomas, Jr., at the age of 34 years, married Jane Edge, 
by whom he had se,·~n children. He died October l'i, 17~8, aged 
.5:J years. About fiye years after the death of Thomas Parke, Jr., 
his widow married· James \Vebb, the father of James \\' ~bb, who 
married Rebecca Parke, daughter of Jonathan ~nd Deborah 
Parke. 

An extract of a letter from Robert Parke to his sister, 
).Jary. gi,·es an interesting picture oi the difficulties and opinions 
of the early settlers of this province. It says, "The land taken 
up was beautifully situated, stretching from one hill to another, 
here on the Great Road leading from Philadelphia to the \Vest." 
The first inn ,vas erected by Abel Parke in August, 1735. It was~ 
called "The Ship," and was for many years noted for the excel
lent character of its accommodations, and it was one of the most 
popular taverns along the great road leading to Lancaster. Of 
this 500 acres that Thomas Parke owned, he gave by will to his 
son, Abel, 100 acres; to his son, Robert, 124 acres, and to his 
son, Th0111as, 275 acres, reserving thereout a maintenance for 
himself and his wife during life. 

Robert continued s;ngle, and i,n. 1727 went to Bristol, Eng
land, for traffic, and thence to Dublin. In the same vessel went 
Elizabeth \Vhartenby, a minister of the gospel of a society of 
Friends, on a religious visit. This trip was to obtain servants 
for the new settlers, for on his return, in 1728, there were 63 serv
ants on board, six of whom belonged to Robert Parke. This 
return voyage was, however, disastrous· from the prevalence of 
smallpox, causing many deaths. Robert Parke, as usual, kept 
a diary. His style is quaint and sometimes amusing. Thus, 
"June 11, 1728, this day Margaret Darlington took the ~mall pox, 
and three of her children being down with it, our true course is 
judged to be south." What the following means I do not k~ow: 
"June 14. This day Samuel Ask and I paid our observing Mtiggs 
on. the fore staff." July 3 he makes this note: "At 12 last night 
we seen a light ri,ght astern, which some caHed the half-way 
house, and said there lived one 'Pegg Trotter.' Then all hands 
wefe called on deck to see said house, and if possible to buy 
fome buttermilk for the ,.,assengers; it caused great rejoicing 
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among all hands fore and aft. It continued a light upwards for 
one ·hour and a half." 

He kept store after returning to the United States and be
came a conveyancer. He died February 1736 or '7, and Abel, 
being' industrious and thridng, had bought the land from his 
brother for 200 pounds, thus having 224 acres, the southern sec
tion of the tract. This whole tract, however, C;l ·~e into Thomas 
Parke, J r.'s, possession, who continued to keen . •amous "Ship" 
tavern. · 

The folJowing obituary notice of Thomas - arke, Jr., who died 
in 1758, though in somewhat stilted language, shows the public 
-estimation in which he was held: 

"On the death of Thomas Parke, in 1758, to the grief of his 
family and friends, and, altho11gh he kept a public house, he was 
.adorned with so much regularity, that he gave content to most 
civilized persons that calJcd at his house, indeed his whole 
economy was so full of decorum that at once the beholder ad
mired and loved him. He was a loving husband, a tender Father. 
He endeavored to train up his children in the way they should 
wa)J<; a kind master to his servants, a good neighbor, a friend 
to the poor, ready to assist in ending disputes, just to all men. 
A man of bright genius, a ready scribe, making him serviceable 
both in church and state, he passed through the vidssitudes of 
this life cheerfully; he was not raised at silly ,veights. (Not by 
silly folks.) Not subject to grieve at trifles, and as Kind Provi
dence favored him with riches, he always inclined his heart to 
seek and serve after a better, and as he lived beloved, so he died 
lamented. "' e rejoice we have so many proofs that he iiS now 
in the fruition of happiness, feeding upon the increase of his 
fahor, and drinking of the springs of Eternal life, world without 
end." · 

· ''Time would fail and large volumes swell 
To trace his virtues, so I drop my quill." 

Saith \Vm. Perdue. 
Many of the descendants of Jonathan are yet liv~ng in the 

vicinity of Downingtown, which the family of Downing named, 
although one-half of the land belonged to that of Parke. Eliza
beth married John Jackson, and oblivion rests upon their descend
ants. Thomas Parke, J r.'s, children prospered in life. Rob
ert, the eldest, by his father's wiJl, got the northern section of 
the .500-acre tract, on which hir; father built a handsome stone 
house, intending to make it his residence, but died soon after 
it was finished. Robert married Ann Edge, and his clescendants 
yet remain on the farm. Sarah, the next child, married Owen 
Biddle, and settled in Philadelphia. She died in 1794 whi,st on 
a visit to her relatives, the children of her brother Robert, and 
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was buried at Caln. Rebecca married her step-brother, \Villiam 
\\

1 ebb, and settled about a mile from Lancaster, and died in 181(j, 
Hannah was united to Benjamin Poultney, and lived some time 
in Lancaster, afterwa .. us removing to Philadelpbia, where she 
died o( consumption, in 1781. 

Thomas, to whom the southern se,:tion of the land was be
queathed, directed his study to medicines, for which purpose he 
moved to Philadelphia and placed himself under the care of Dr. 
Cadwallader· Evans three years, and in order to prosecute this 
with more effect he visited London in 1'171, where he enjoye<;i 
the friendship and kind office of the celebrated Dr. Fothergill, 
and, havi11g proceeded to Edinburgh, he attended the lectures of 
Drs. Cullin, Black and ~Ionro. 

Returni.ng to America in 177:3, he commenced the practice 
of medicine at Xo. 18 Arch street, entering into partnership with 
his former master, but he dying in J unc, 1 '17:3, he stayed there 
two years, and then, having married Rachael, the eldest daugh
ta of James Pemberton, April 13, 177,5, he fixed his habitation 
at X o. 20 South Fourth street. 

Jane, the n.cxt child of Thomas Parke, died an infant. Jacob, 
the last, never married. He resided :-ome time in Lancaster, and 

. afterwards in Philadelphia, and entered into the iron business, 
in which he continued until near his death, on ~larch 10, 1817, 
aged 62 years. · 

J n 181-1 James Pemberton Parke, who was the son of Dr. 
Thomas Parke, who was the son of Thomas Parke, Jr.,. who was 
the son of Thomas Parke, the elder, who came to America in li2-1, 
made this sketch of the Parke family, I am indebted to it and for 
many of these particulars to the c011rtes~· of Dr. Thomas E. Parkt.·, 
now re siding in Downingtown. The Parke family, of Friendly 
origin in England and 1 relan<l, were deyout foilowers of the tenets 
of \Villiam Penn, George Fox and Robert Barclay. Jn the course 
of this sketch 1 shall not use the term "Quaker," because I do 
not belie\'e in pcrpetu~ .. : ·g- the slang of an English Court room 
and calling it history. ·fhis Parke family sent several of its 
members across the Atlantic to America. Two of its represen
tatiYcs settled in Chester County. One, as we haYe seen, in what 
is now called Downingtown, a11d the other in what is now called 
Parkesburg. Jf any relationship exists between the two families 
it is extremely remote, hut that such relationship does exist the 
writer has no doubt whatever. Family characteristics survive 
through niany generations. The Parkes of Parkesburg, the 
Parkes of Downingtown and the Parkes of Georgia resemble 
each other both physically and mentally. The wri~er has had 
the pleasure of knowing quite a number of them on the bench, 
at the bar and in the practice of the profession of medicine, and 
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their currents of thought run in similar channels. They are 
sturdy, assertive, characteristic, energetic and exact. They have 
opinions and do not hesitate to express them, and under all cir
cumstances and ~n all the exigencies •of life·they have the courage 
of their con\'ictions. Some of them have relinquished the Friend
iy_ idea, brought by their ancestors from abroad, and ha,·e become 
me'mbers of other churches. Dr. Latta oitce said that the society 
of Friends had produced a fine crop of Presbyterians. The 
Downing family conferred its name upon the subject of our 
sketch. 

Thomas Downing was horn Dece1i1her 1-l, lG!ll, at Brad
ninch, in Dcnrnshire, England, and died at Dow11ingtown, Ches
ter C'ounty, Pennsylvania, 1 mo., Hi, 1 i'72, aged 81 years. The 
name of his first wife is said to have been Ellen, and of the sec
£>nd, Thomazine, who ,yas perhaps the mother of all his children, 
tw<? of whom were horn in England. He was a taxable in Con
cord township from l il8 to l ;-il2. At Concord :\fonthly :\fee ting, 
<i mo., a, l i:30, "Thomas Downing and his wife made applicat:,011 
to its 1i1eeting to come under the care of Friends; they having 
produced papers from under sc,·eral Friends' hands of their sober 
and orderly con\'ersations where they have lived, this meeting 
rccei ~-eth them." 

... The 3d of ye 10th l\Io., 1723: Recd of James Underwood 
for Richard Buffington Junr: Sixteen hush( ls and halfe of \\'heat 
for ye use of Kathanl ~ewlin. Recd hy ~fee Thomas Down
ing. \\'c:,ght fiO pounds per bushel.'~ i\athaniel Newlin was the 
owner of a mill in Concord, which was probably operated by 
Thomas Downing. 

In 1,a3 Thomas Downing rcmo,·cd to Sadsbury township, 
but two years later he was settled in East Caln township, at the 
place since known as Downingtown, and which was named for 
him, where he p11rchased from John Taylor five hundred and 
... ixt1·-011e acres of Janel bv deeds of ad and -Hh of Tulv, 17:ln. 
This was part of nine hmidrcd and seventy-five acres. dr which 
th~· rrmainder was p11rchased 11th and 12th .:\'on~mher, 17-l,, by 
Jonnthan Parke, Amo:; Doake and Thomas Downing. Herc they 
were members of l'wchlan i\Jeeting and of Goshen :\Ionthly 
1\Iccting, to which Thomas produced a certificate from New Gar
den. dated 11th mo., :n, n:rn, which represented that the~· were 
"Circumspect in Life and Conversation, Diligent in attending our 
Meetings and in gcod l·nity with us, ~o we recommend them 
with th~ir children," etc. This was signed by twenty-one lll<.'11 

and twc ln· wome~~ 
Thomazinc Downing was Eving in 17 50, but Thomas was 

again married l~ mo., 175H, at Uwchlan Meeting, to Jane Albin, 
widow of James Albin and daughter of John and Mary Edge. 



8 

She was a minister among Friends, and died 1 mo., 23, 177fl. 
Children of Thomas and Thomazine Downing: 

1. Thomazine, born 10 mo., 6, 1715; died young. 
2. Thomas, horn 3 mo., 27, 1717; died 11th mo., 19, 1736-7. 
3. Richard, born 2 mo., 27, l 'H9; died 7 mo., 8, 1803; mar-

ried 3 mo., 21, 1741, at Uwchlan Meeting, Mary Edge,: 
horn in Upper Providence, 7 mo., 2, 1721; died in East 
Caln 12 mo., 13, 1795; daughter of John and Mary 
(Smedley) Edge. . 

In 1764 Richard Downing was assessed in East Caln with 
one hundred and ninety acres of la11d and bt1ildings, worth 35, 
pounds per annum; one hundred and sixty acres uncultivated; a 
grist mill and saw mi!I, worth 70 pounds per annum; 76 acres· in 
\Vest Bradford and 100 acres in Uwchlan, 4 horses, 9 cattle and 
9 sheep. His tax was £ H :3 ::1, being the largest in the township,. 
and his brother, John, was next below him. Richard was ap
pointed overseer of Uwchlan !vleetiug, 7 mo., 6, 1763, in place 
of Evan Jones. 

4. John, born 10 mo., 18, 1720; died 1796; married :March 
5, P'47, before Thomas Cummings, Esq., Elizabeth. 
Hunt, born Aug. 13, 1730, daughter of Roger and Esther 
(Aston) Hunt, of East Caln. 

John Downing continued to reside at Downingtown, where,. 
in l ,64, he was assessed with two hundred and forty acres of 
land and buildings, ta vc rn, etc., worth 100 pounds per annum; 
sixty acres of uncultivated land, five horses, six cattle, thirteen 
sheep and one servant. He was a tavernkeeper from 1761 to 
1771, at the eastern tavern on the Lancaster Road, then or subse
quently called the "King in Arms," and later the Washington 
Inn. 

5. \Villiam, born 3 mo., 24, 1722; married 10 mo., 1741, at 
Uwchlan Meeting, Ellen John, born 2 mo., 26, 1718,. 
daughter of Samuel and Margaret John, of Uwchlan. 
They received a certificate from Goshen, 4 mo., 20, 1748, 
to Sadsbury .Monthly l\feeting, and settled in Bart 
township, Lancaster County. He married again, 12· 
mo., 10, l'i'<i5, Margaret Miller, widow of Samuel '.Miller, 
of New Garden. By the· first he had John, Samuel, 
Sarah, Mary, Jane, Hannah, Ruth, Thomas and Wil
liam. Some of this family removed to Center County,. 
Pennsylvania. 

G. Jane, born 10 mo., 6, 172a; died 10 mo., 29, 1795; mar
ried John Roberts, of Merion. 

7. Sarah, born 8 mo., 13, 1725; died 7 mo., 16, 1745; mar
ried Joshua Baldwin, of East Caln. 

8. Thomazine, born 8 mo., 15, 1727; married Samuel Bond,. 
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and they settled in \Vest \Vhiteland. 

9. Samuel, born 6 mo., 11, 1729; died young. 
10. Joseph, born 10 mo .. 12, 1731; died young. 
11. Joseph, born 4 mo., 30, 1734; died 10 mo., 7, 1804; mar

ried, 10 mo., 9, 1755, at Bradford Meeting, Mary Trim
ble, born 8 mo., 8, 1736; died 7 mo., 4-, 1807; daughter 
of James and i\Iary Palmer Trimble, of \Vest Bradford 
township. Joseph was born in Sadsbury, Lancaster 
County, and upon his marriage settled in the Valley, 
east of Downingtown. In 1764 he was assessed with 
three hundred and ninety acres of land, with buildings; 
one hundred and seventy-two acres of uncultivated 
land, six horses, eight cattle, twenty-five sheep and one 
servant. 

Children of (3) Richard and ).fary (Edge) Downing: 
12. Hannah, born 1 mo., 19, 1741-2; died 4 mo., 5, 1752. 
1;1, Thomas, born 10 mo., 13, 1743; died 4 mo., 12, 1752. 
1-1. Jane, horn 11 mo., 1, 174-7; died 4 mo., 20, 1752. 
15. John, born 12 mo., 17, 17-18; died 5 mo., 20, 1748. 
1(;. Richard, horn 5 mo., 14-, 1750; died 1 mo., 15, 1820; 

married, 5 mo., 29, 1771, at Newtown Meeting, Elizaboth 
Reese, born 3 mo., 2, 1753; died at Pughtown, 10 mo., 5, 
1840; daughter of David Reese and Mary Garrett, of 
Newtown. They settled for a few years in Falls town
ship, Bucks County, bttt returned to Downingtown in 
ins. In 1787 Richard was assessed in East Caln with 
one hundred acres of \'alley land, seventy acres of hill · 
land, se,·en horses, nine cattle and a merchant mill. At 
the same time his father was assessed with one hundrc d 
and thirty acres of hill land, a grist mill, two saw mills., 
fulling mill and a malt house. Richard and Elizabeth 
had seven children, Thomas, David, Mary, Richard, 
\\'illiam, Elizabeth and Phebe. 

17 . .Jlary, born 7 mo., :n, 1752; died 1 mo., 29, 1779; mar
ried Daniel Trimble. 

18. Thomazine, born 8 mo., 26, 175-!; died 5·1110., 4, 1817; 
married Richard Thomas, colonel in the Revolution and 
member of Congress. 

19. Jacob, born in Downingtown, 10 mo., 25. 17,56; died 10 
mo., 2, 1823; married, 5 mo., 15, 178,, Sarah Sandwith 
Drinker, born 10 mo., .23, 1761; died fl mo., 25, 1807; 
daughter of Henry Drinker and Elizabeth Sandwith, 
of Philadelphia. Her mother was the author of "Diary 
oi Elizabeth Drinker," written during tht' Revolution 
and pt!blished in recent tinfrs. Jacob had isstH'. Henry, 
Elizabeth, :'.\Iary, Henry, 2d, Sarah and Sandwith, all 



of whom married except the first. Jacob Downing li\'ed 
the grL•atcr part of his liic in Philad~ lphia. He was 
engaged in the iron ·business at :\tsion, ~e,,· Jer;-;cy, 
where he owned a forge and rolling mill. 

20. \\'illiam, born 1 mo., 2H, li',3!1; died 1:! mo., ~U. 1,:rn . 
. 21. · George, born 11 mo., ~, l 'jliO; drowned in mill r~1.CL', 8 

1110., 10, 1, li.i. . . 
22. Samuel R., born 2 mo .. 4. 1; (i;I; died 181~); married, 

10 mo., 2~. 1 ,HO, at L'wchlan .:\Ieeting, Jane Ashbridge, 
horn 10 mo., 11, 1 ;,H, who sun·iyecl him: daughter of 
George and Rebecca .-\shbridgc, of Goshen. He left 
ow·· son, Georg<.> A .. who died 1111marrh.:'d. 

2:J. Joseph R., bor·n c; mo., UI, 1; Ii.-,: died at Downingtown 
l mo., 1;, 1~.it>; married, .i mo., -1, 1 ,!11. at Chester 
~l<:etin~. :\1111 \\'orr:ill, born 11 mo., J~. 1;;1; died 11 
mo .. , ,' 18:Hi: daughter oi \ \'illiam \ \' o·rrall and Phebe 
Gntbh, of Ridlcv township. ] le inherited considerable 
land. 1 •:i:h millS: at Downingtown. and is styled a fuller 
in the old record:::. His children were \\'illiam \\'., 
Samttd T. :rncl Charles. of \Yhom the last was the father 
nf J~)sep·h R. Do\\'ning, president of the Dank of Down
ingtotvn. 

Cbildre11 of ( f) Tohn and Elizabeth (Ilttnt) Do\\'ll!llg": 
?·L E~ti,t.>r, hot:n 1~ mo.,'.2.2, li-18:'diccl young. · 
2,>. ~lary, bo'."'n 11 mo., 1 ,, 1 i 50: married bract ",.helcn. 
~Ii. Thoma~. horn 1 mo., ·!, }i.;:i: married S1rah Jacobs. 
'2,. E~thcr, born H mo .. :JO, l ,.;,>: died young or ttnmarried . 
. :!8. I-I ttnt. horn 1 mo., 12, 1, :;7: died 2 mo., 15, 18:~-l; mar-

ried Deborah ~I iller, horn 2 1110., 28, l ',liO; died 12 mo., 
2,. rn:1;1; daughter of Joseph and Mary (\Villiams) 
~filler. He began taYernkceping at the \\'ashington 
Tavern. in DO\yningtown, 1 ~81,, and continued in that 
nccu1_at:·on for many years. He \\'as the first post
ma~t- rat Downingtown, and at the time of the \\'hisky 
I n~;urrcction ,n1s quarterma~ter to !'0111<' of the troops 
encamped near the tavern. He had children, Joseph 
?\I., I!-aac and lHacl \Y. 

~W. John. died 10 mo., 1822: unmarried. 
:lO. Samuel, married Elizabeth Templin. 
:11. Elizabeth, married Richard Templin. 
Childr,n of (Jl) Joseph and ~Jary (Trimble) Downing-: 
:i~. Thoma~. horn lo mo., 1-L 1 i Mi: died 10 mo., :n, 18~!); 

married, in 178-1, Sarah Smith, born 11 mo., 2H, 17135; 
died 11 mo., l!l, 18:J,1; daughter of George Smith atid 
Eli7.abeth \Vhite. Thcv continued to li\"e near Down
ingtown and had children. George, Joseph, Elizabeth 
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D., .:\Iary Ann, Thomazine, \Villiam S., Thomas and 
Sarah. 

3:3. Jane, born 7 mo., 27, 1761: died 6 ino., 20, 1813; mar
ri, d John Gordo•t, of l: wchlan. 

34. Mary, born 10 1110., 14, 1763; died 6 mo., 20, 1813; mar
ried Dennis \Vhelen. 

3,5. Thomazinc, horn 3 mo., ;H, 1765; married, 179-!, Samuel 
Kennedy. 

36. Joseph, born -1 mo., !J, 1,trn; died 12 mo., 28, 18-11; mar
ried, 4 mo., 2,5, 1 ?99, Elizabeth \Vebster, born -! mo., 15, 
17?7; died-! mo., 1, 18.J0; daughter of Richard \Vebster 
a,~d Phebe Smith, of Harford County, :::\Iaryland. He 
continued on the homestead in East Caln, and had chil
dren, \ Vesley R., ~Iary S., Phebe, Richard I., Sarah \V. 
2nd Thomazinc J. Of these, Richard I. Downing snc
cccdcd his father at the homestead, and died in 1890. 

;-,,. James, born ..J. mo., 11, 1771; died 7 mo., 31, 1831; un
married. 

~~1. Sarah, born 8 mo., 1, 1773; died ,185,: married Samuel 
\Vebstt"r. a :\Icthodist minister, of Harford County, 
Maryland. 

3g_ Richard, born 6 1110., 2G, 1 ,7 :; ; died , 1110., 2, 1807; un
married. 

'10. Ann. horn a mo., 1, 1,78; died 8 nio., 1811; married 
Dr. \Villiam A. Todd. 

The Downing family arc peaccf ul, quiet, no11-ass·: rtivc pc<'
ple. They exemplify in their daily lh·es the principles and the 
practices of the Socict) of Fri~nds. Dtiring the CiYil \ Var many 
of them sern cl in the Cnion Army, hut immediately upon the 
return of peace they returned to their former pursuits. They 
were fo11owers in England and in America of the tenets of the 
founders of the Frit nclly Society. A;ong with large numbers of 
people from the midland counties of England they sought an 
asvlum in Amerka, where the,, could be undistttrbcd In· criti
d;ms or by persecution~,. The· character of the Fricn"ctly ·inhabi
tant is much misunderstood and has been made the subj~ ct of 
anamad\'ersion. It has gin·n strength and tone to the Cottnty of 
Chester. past and present, and this mother county nf Pennsyl
Yania is strong in the strength of her early settlers. She had the 
Scotch Prcshytcrians. and she had the English Friend, and she 
had the sturdy German to weld and to form 'the winner:-. oi the 
new \\. est{'nt · civilization. 

The Downing family and the Parke family were jointly a:HI 
severally followers of \Villiam Penn. Thcv dune to America 
from England actuated by Friendly prii1ciples. \Vhilc the 
Downings were quiet and loved the silence of n:tircmcnt, th~ 



12 

Parkes were equally followers of the Prince of Peace, but per
mitted the world to know that, while the planet moved, they 
moved with it. These families were at the beginning of Down
ingtown~ and it was their cohesive force that gave vitality to the 
community. Some of them engagt d in the business of public 
entertainment. In those early days the country inn was the 
center of business and social actiYity, dominated the thought 
and the action of the neighborhood. It was the appointed place 
for all public gatherings. It was the fixed custom for social 
entertainments to be there. Arbitrations and suits at law were 
held and determined at the Country Inns of Chester County, 
and the landlord was the dominant· factor in the affairs of tlie 
countryside. It was then :Milltown, so called because the grist 
miH was the first industry of the ,·icinit,·. To it came customers 
as far hence as the eastern portion oi Lancaster County, as far 
north as the \Varwick Hills, and as far fottth as the Doe Run 
Valley, and as far east as Tredyffrin township, in the Valley, to 
the Goshens, 8ottth of that point. At this distance ·of time and 
under present circumstances we cannot underrate the influence 
of the innkc.eper. He posses8ed it because he deserved it, and 
he was a strict member of meeting; he was a faithful obsen·er 
of all the proprietaries of life. His family occupied as good a 
social position as any in the community. Public houses were 
places of •public e11tertainment. This was the condition of things 
in the first half of the eighteenth century. \\'ith the aqvent of 
a different immigration other conditions arose, but throughout it 
aU the high character and exalted social station of the Friendly 
member were everywhere admitt~d and thoroughly understood. 
Whittier says: 

'l'he Quaker of the olden time! 
How calm and firm and true, 

Unspotted by its wrong and crime, 
He walked the dark earth through. 

'fhe lust of power, the love of gain, 
The thousand lures of sin 

Ar0tmd h~m. had no power to stain 
The purity within. 

Vv'ith that deep insight which detects 
All great things in the small, 

And knows how each man's life affect.,; 
'fhc spiritual life of all, 

He walked by faith, and not by sight; 
By ·1ove, and not by law; 

The pn sence of the wrong or right 
He rather felt than saw. · 



He felt that wrong with wrong partakes, 
That nothing stands alone; 

That ,,,hoso gives the motive, makes 
His brother's sin his own. 

And pausing not for doubtful choice 
Of evils great or small, 

He listened to that inward 'voice 
,vhich called away from all. 

Oh! spirit of that early day, 
So pure and strong and true, 

Be with us in the narrow way 
Our faithful fathers knew!· 

Give strength the evil to forsake, 
The cross of truth to bear, 

And love and reverent fear to make 
Our daily lives a prayer! 

lJ 





Taxpayers and Taxables-The Hunt Family-Early Peti
tions for Houses of Entertainment 

List of tnxab)es of Enst Cain in 1785: 
Peter Bizallion Samuel ;\lastenc Peter \Vhitakcr 
l?eter Grubb \\'illiam Logan .:\loses \\'right, Jr. 
Wi!liam Pim James Clark Nicholas Smith 
Thomas Parke Aibcrt B,111tin James Henderson 
Jabin :Moore James MacKalen .:\lary Fleming 
Thomas Eldridge William Heald Robert Irwinc 
Abel Parke Jamcs Cunningham Jacoh Lockart 
Llewellyn Pary Da,·id Johns George Qurner 
Satc\'ich ;\lillcr Robert Buntin Francis Levis 
Edward 'I'ho_mpson Thomas ;\Joore Andrew Cook 
:\loses Wright, Sr. George Aston John Rowlton 
Thomas Brice Robert ?\ljller John Jenkins 
James \\Tank Thomas Green James Love 
James Fleming Aaron Mendenhall James McFarla11d 
James Wellington James Eldriclge William Hazlett 
Samuel ;\JcKinley Manassah Carter John Stanton 
William Smith William Orton Edward Irwin 
John Arok Oliver Lewis John Buntin 

The hcavie~ taxpayer was Peter Bizallion, who was a French
man. He was one of the most noted Traders in the Province. He 
established himself at various points and penetrated the distant wild
erness to barter with the nath·es for their furs. About the year 1724 
he settled down on a farm in the Great Valley, a short distance cast 
of Coatesville. where he died in 1742. He names eight (8) slaves 
in hi~ will. and his personal property was appraised at five hunclred 
and seventy-three pounds. His wiclow, Martha Bizallion; by deed 
dated Der em her 22nd, I 762, gave the farm of one hundrecl and fifty
cight acres to her naphcw, Jo1m Hart. This land had been patented 
to them in 1740. He acquired a very considerable fortune at his 
business and his remains were buried at St. John's Church Ynrd, 
just west of the Compass Hotel, on the Lancaster Hond, in Lnncaster 
County. The next heaviest taxpayer wa~ Thomns Moore, conccrniug 
whom we h1we already written. 

List of taxal>tes in 1773 in Ea~t Caln: 
\\'arwick ~lil!er 320 acres and buildings 
Robert Park<.'s ::50 '' and buildings and ta,·ern 



16 

Curtis Lewis 
Thomas Pimm 
John F.dge 
James Stanley 
Joseph Long 

John Gilleland 

· Moses Scot 

William Long 

Samuel Pikens 
Archibat Irvin 
James Jack 

R0bert Lockart 
James McGlaughlin 
WiJliam Green 
Thomas Green 
Lenord Wilkins 
John Clark 
Adam Guthery 
James Guthery 
Peter Grimes 
J arncs Clark 
Charles Jack 

Joseph Downing 
Jonathan Valentine 
Griffe Mendenhall 
Richard Dolbey 
John Hoops 
Richard Downing 

James Miller 
George Erwin 
Wil!iam Litlcr 
Robert Elton 
James M. Calvey 
Thomas White 
John Walker 
James Tomson 
Peter Fleming 
Joseph Fleming 
Alexander Fleming 
Thomas Hart 

Moses Coates 
Isaac Green 
James Webb 

Isaac Coates 

220 " of woodland 
88 " in Bradford, and I servant 

116 " and buildings 
383 " and buildings 
50 " and a mill 

.220 " and buildings 
170 " and buildings 

.~7 " of woodland 
320 " and buiJdings 
100 " of woodland 
1 IO and buildings 

10 " of woodland 
90 " and buildings 
9 " of woodland 

150 " and buildings 
100 ·• and buildings 
130 " and buildings 
iO " woodland, 1 servant 

300 " and buildings 
9') " and buildings 

JOO " and buildings 
80 " and buildings 

100 '' and buildings 
150 ·• and buildings 
:200 '' and buildings 
:200 " and buildings 
6o '' and bnitdings 

200 " and buildings 
150 " and buildings 
150 " woodland 
650 " and buildings, I servant 
200 " and buildings 
200 " and buildings 
100 " and buildings 
Cj6o " and buildings 

87 " and buildings 
42 " and buildings 

2 grist mills, 3 acres of barren land 
81 acres and buildings, 1 servant 

200 " and buildings 
200 " and buildings 
100 " and buildings 
100 " and buildings 
1co " and buildings 
50 " and buildings 

100 • " and buildings 
150 " and buildings 

IO " and buildings 
6o " and buildings 

.~co " and buildings 
100 " woodland 
120 " and buildings 
80 " and buildings 

I u ·• and buildings 
i5 " woodland and grist milt 

120 " and buildings 



James Coates 

John Walker 
Andrew Cox 
Mavey . 
Thomas Scott 
Margaret Phipps 
Bartholemon Carrol 
James Battin 
George Wilson 
WiJJiam Powell 
Humphrey Ellis 
William Meredith 
WilJiam W. Farlon 
William W. Clean 
James W. Farlon 
High Glen 
Thomas Temple 
Rudolph Tuck 
Joshue :\Ien<lenhall 

Rebert Kinkead 
Michael Miller 
Samuel Culbertson 
James Culbertson 
Andrew Ellit 
Mordica Cloud 
Richard Cheney 
George Bahanan 
Joshue ·Baldwin 
Abiah Parkes 
Robert Valentine 
Jonathan Parkes 
Samuel Hunt 
James Shuart 

James Hood 

John Smith 
Theophiles Ervin 
Themas Fisher 
Robert Darlington 
Andrew Culbertson 
John Karmieal 
Samuel White 
John Baldwin 
Lodwick Liget 
James Lockart 
James Erwin 
Joseph :McKinley 
Richard Dounen 

James Richeson 
John Dounen 

J6o 
8o 

250 
115 
50 

100 
50 
90 

100 
70 
5:, 
8o 
Bo 

100 

90 
150 
6o 

JOO 
200 
150 
so 

150 
200 
200 
200 
JOO 
JOO 

IO 
100 
JOO 
JOO 

JO 
140 
25 
40 
35 
65 
25 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 
" 
" 
H 

., 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

28o . " 
JOO 
200 
200 

➔ 
150 
JOO 
320 
200 
2.,JO 
so 

.. 
" 
" 
H 

" ., 
" 
.. 

200 · " 
15 I " 

JO 

78 
200 

50 
50 

., 
" 
" 
" 

and buildings 
woodland 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
anti buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
of woodland 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings, 2 scr\'ants 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
of land in Bradford 
and buildings 
of woodland 
and building£ 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings and tavern 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and f'luildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
woodland and grist mill 
and buildings 
and buildings 
in Uwchlan 
in Bradford 
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Richard Buffington 
Thomas Windle 
Samuel Tomson 
Thomas Stocker 
Hannah Pimm 
John Culbertson 

15::> 
15::> 
80 

350 
:.?CO 

" .. 
" 
" 
" 

50 " 

and build:ngs 
and bcildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 
and buildings 

200 " 
· Rachel Roman f5 " 

land and fuliing mill 
and buildings 

Obed Lewis 18o " and buildings 
John Lewis 80 " and buildings 
Henrv Lewis 200 " and buildings 
Samu .. el Biars 250 " 
Phillip Sing!er 10 " 

and buildings, 1 mill 
and buildings 

Wi!liam Wilson 66 '' and buildings 
~amuel Cnderwood 100 " ancl hui~dings 
Robert \Vilson 100 ancl bui!dings 

List of taxables in East Caln in J 785: 
\\"iliiam Anderson, · 100 acres f'akh Baldwin, 
Samuel Baldwin, 100 " Joshua Baldwin, 
Samuel Byers, JOO " Jamt•s Battin, 
Thc,mas Brook, 266 " Joseph Botton, 
Richard Buffington, IjO " Da\'icl Brannan, 
William Beaty, 200 " William Bailey, 
Ht'\". John Charmichael, 180 " William Clingan. 
~amuel Culbertson 200 " John Culhertscn, 
.Tnhn Culbertson, Jr. 150 " Thomas Ccates, 
I •<iac Coates, 125 ,. ~Josrs Ccatc~. 
:'I' ,rdicai Cloud, 200 " Efo,ha Crisman .. 
J::n1es Clark, ._150 •' ~larr (~ox, 
.:-\ !Hlre\,. Cox, 60 '' San1nel Caster, 
J:,u,b Carn, 1c5 " Jori D:l\·is. 
Richard Downing. ,100 " Thoma!; Downing, 
}n~eph Do,,·ning,. 6oo " John Do,vning, 
J, ,~eph Dugan, iO " Robert Dads, 
J, ::-(·ph Dar:ington, 150 " John Donlin, 
Roh:'.'rt Elton, &:> " John Edge, 
William Elliot 100 " Peter Fleming, 
John Darlington 100 " Joseph Firming, 
John Fleming, q5 , " Thomas Fisher, 
'\'il'.iam Fisher, 100 " John Foreman, 
:\hie Freeman 100 " James Green, 
Jc:-eph G'adney, ~H2 " James Guthery, 
Jo;;eph G:-een, iO " Joseph Griffith, 
I~aac Gibson. 100 " Henry Gray, 
Adam Guthery, 220 " James l\lil'er, 
~fan· Grei>n. 20 " Tame~ 1\JcFarlan. 
Pete·r Graham. 81 " c;riffith l\lendenhall. 
~amuel Hunt. 150 " Tames :\liles, -
William Hambleton, 8.i " J.1mes l\IcCl:uie. 
John H1:ghs. 25 " Elil:ibeth McKinley, 
Samuel Holladay, 118 " William Moore. 
John Ho0ps, 500 " Samuel Mcl\Ii•.:ken, 
l-tam~ah Hughes, :zoo " Th0mas Martin, 
J;imcs Hood, 65 " Joshua :\Iendcnhall, 
Thco3ilus Irwin, 125 " James :\IcG!oughe11, 
William Iddim, 100 " Ro~cr North, 

Jo!-lma Hunt was a merchant fllr many year~ ancl 

JOO acres 
200 
2CO " 
.zoo .. 

4 " 
12,1 " 
8o .. 

114 " 
2.t5 " 
120 " 

12 " 
50 " 
40 " 
40 

.. 
8o " 

220 " 
125 " 
100 " 
29 " 

200 
,, 

150 " 
15::i " 

:JO " 
60 " 

200 " 
30 " 
8o " 
84 " 

15•) " 
18J " 
liO " 
200 " 
200 " 
100 " 
100 " 

33' " 
170 " 
97 " 

I IJ " 
afterwards 
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Wiriam Johnson, JOO '' Abiah Park, 245 
James Jack, 146 " Benjamin Phipps, JOO " 
James Jack, Jr. JOO '' Samuel Pickens, 183 " 
Margaret Irwin,· .zoo " William Powell, iO '' 
Elizabeth Kennady, JO " James Pimm, 220 '' 
James Kinkead, 355 " James Pimm, Jr. 18o '' 
Robert Lockart, IIOO " Jsaac Pimm, 200 ·• 
Obed Lewis, 100 " John Proudfoot, &> ·• 
\Villiam Lockart, 189 '' Rachael Rununon, 50 " 
\Villiam Long, .zoo Joshua Runw:on, 27 " 
James Lockart, 100 " Hugh Richards, 75 ·• 
J lenry- IJe,ri8, Joo " \\1iJ1ian1 Ralston, 100 " 
haac Lewis, 28o " James Stalker. 18o " 
Robert :\filler, qo " James· Stanley, 250 " 
Isaac ~IcFarlan, 90 " John Smith, 200 
:\fan· ::\lcFarJan, 69 " James Thompson, 100 '' 

John· Maulsby, 90 " Francis Taylor, 100 '' 
Janws Timcy, 50 " Lamb Tolbert, 1zo '' 
\Villiam Temple, 70 " - 'frimhle, 250 " 
Jono. Valentine, 250 '' George Valentine, 100 ·• 
· homas Vickers, 73 " Robert Valentine-, 357 " 
Isaac Wcbh, 210 " Joseph \Vright, 100 ·• 
Rachrl White, 250 " Samuel White, 150 '' 
John Witlkcr, 15:> " Elias \Vampodl, 450 '' 
Peter Whitaker, .m " Thomas \Vindlc·, 18o " 
Thomas Powell, 25 " hnflc Speakman. JOO '' 
Samul'! :\IcFarlati, U •· Wi!liam B. Hawklry, 150 " 

Roger Hunt, one of the Downingtown pioneers, married the 
<laugl1ter of George Aston, and in 1727 built upon property now 
located in \Vest Downingtown a very fine house, thrn and ever since 
known as the Hunt .i\lansion. though Jong since passed from the 
family namr. Jt was built in the old English style. The various 
colored brick. having been, according to tradition, imported from 
England, and its wide hall, sharp gahks and heavy wainscoting, show 
that he was a man of no mea11 pretension, and through his wife, in 
1739, Rogrr J Iunt came into possession of a tract of five hundred 
acres of land on the \\'<.·st side flf the Brandywine, partly within the 
l:.i11its of the Borough of Downingtown. Roger Hunt was a surveyor 
and it has been asserted that he laid out the citv of Lancaster, and 
owned a large part of the grouml on which the· city is built. ,which· 
was >Uhsequcntly allowed to be mid to satisfy claims for taxes. 
During the French and Indian \Var, he was a Commissary in the 
!-en·icc of Gcqrgc III, ancl his account books of that service arc 
still in the possession of his descendants. Under the head of ''Inci
dent Charges Extraorcliuary, '' though not in his own writing, are 
the following: · 

'' li59, Jttnl' 18th, t::> cxpr11sc.-. at the "ShiJ)'' in East Ca!11, ......... . j!'o. 6d. 
" June 19th, to rxpcnscs at the ~amc place, ........ ~- ....... 6s. 4,I. 
·• Ju11e 19th, to exJX'tl!ies. at the "Ship,'' from the .'0th to 

Sc-pt. 8th al sundry times, ....................... 4 £. 11s. Sd. 
" Ii:,9, June 10th, to cash p:iid John Downing for bringing 

Joo bags from Phila. to my house, .............. 1 £. 
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" 1759, August 10th, to cash paid Jane Parke for 2 nights 
hay for two horses ...................•............... 4s. 

•· 1759, October 5th, to pasture of sundry horses impressed 
from J~ast l\forlhro, London Grove, Newlin, ·Ea1-t 
Nottingham, West Nantmell and Uwchlan at 
Jane Parkes ................................... . 

" To sundry expenses at the "Ship" from Sept. 8th, to 
November Jrd, about the business of contractor .. 1 £. 1 Is. 6d. 

" 1;60, January 29th, to 21 bushels of cats of Roger Hunt at 
2s., for impressed teams going out, ................. 2£. 2s. 

Distances from Lancaster to the "Ship" in East Caln, Chester County, 
Thirty-one and onc-hali miles and thirty-two perches. 

From the "Ship" in East Caln to Philadelphia, 'fhirty-four and one· 
quarter miles and twenty-six perche!,. 

Some account of wagons furnishe<l by the Township of East Ca'.n. 
Andrew Cox entered two Oct. 25th. and James Erwin entered one. 
Andrew Cox and brother John credited with nine barrel•. of flour, Car-

lile to Redford, also eight barrels of flour from Carlile to Bedford. 
Six barrels of flour from Bedford to Ligonier, also eight barrels of flour 

from C'arli'e to Bedford, and four barrels of flour from Bedford to Ligonier. 
~lilcage for each, 16o miles. 
George Aston was a Justice o~· the Peace, an active citizen and 

was the owner of five ,hundred ( 500) acres of land in Caln Township 
on the western side of what is now called Downingtown, and it has 
been ·stated tl1at he built what is known as the Hunt l\fansion, but 
the authC1rities upon that subject seem to differ. His·wife, Elizabeth, 
was the daughter of Peter Ht1nter, of l\Iicldletown, now Delaware 
County. He died in 1738, leaving a son, George, and a son. Peter, 
am! a daughter, Mary, married to Joseph Few, 2nd mo., 18, 1733, 
and a daughter, Susanna, beside his daughter, Esther, of whom we 
have spoken. His son, George, married Esther, daughter of Owen 
Thomas. of East \Vhiteland, ancl became the owner of the Admiral 
Vernon (now \Varren) Tavern. He left one son, Oliver Aston. 
George Aston, elder, was styled a "Quaker," but there is no evidence 
to that effect in the records of the Society, and the only evidence we 
have upon the subject is to be found in the following deposition, 
,nade in 1736: 

"George Aston, of the Cot1nty of Chester, in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, Sadler, aged abt. Fifty years, being one of the People 
C-;llecl Quakers, upon his Solemn Affirmation, according to Law 
did declare and Affirm, That Upon Some Conversation happening 
b~t ween Thomas Cresap, Robert Buchanan and this .Affirmt. on the 
Road in sight of the city of Philadelphia, upon bringing the sd. 
Cresap Down from the County of Lancaster, The said Cresap said, 
Damn it, Aston, this is one of the Prettyest 'rown·s in Maryland. I 
have been a troublesome fellow, but by this Last Jobb I have made 
a present of, the two provinces to the King, and that if the People 
found themselves in a better Conditidn by the Change, they might 
thank Cresap. for it, or words to that Effect. 

"Geo. Aston. 
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"Philadelphia, Deer. 3d, 1736. 
"Taken before me, 

"Clem. Plumsted, Mayor," 
The estate of Roger Hunt was mostly woodland, and embraced 

an area of five hundred ( 500) acres. At his death it passed to his 
heirs, and Samuel Hunt, his son, inherited the family mansion, and 
the fi,·e hundred ( 500) acres adjoining it. 

Joshua Hunt, the third of a family of five sons and two 
ilaughters, was born in the Hunt Mansion, and with his brother, 
Joseph, upon the death of their father, Samuel, became the joint 
owners of the property. One of the girls married John Hoopes, of 
London Grove, and their sons, Samuel H. Hoopes, Cyrus Hoopes, 
Francis Pratt Hoopes and \Villiam B. Hoopes, became distinguished 
citizens of Che5ter County in the business world. A daughter of 
John Hoopes married Abiah Scarlett, of New Garden. 

-Joseph Hunt was a merchant for many years and afterwards 
an extensive railroad contractor of Pennsylvania and Georgia, while 
his brother, Joshua! devoted his time to study and statesmanship. 
All the race were of stalwart build, slow in action and close observers 
~s well as vigorous thinkers. Joshua was highly esteemed by his 
neighborhood; was a kind of oracle in the vicinity, and filled all the 
stations in the township from Constable to school director, and was 
the umpire to whom all resorted for the maintenance of order, and 
was an authority on all questions of science and political economy. 
As a member of the General Assembly, he measured up tQ the 
standard of his contemporaries, such as Thaddeus Stevens, James 
Buchanan, Elijah F. Pennypacker, Nathan Pennypacker and other 
distinguished politicians. 

He was al!,o noted for the vigor of his judgment on public 
matters, and occupied an honorable station in the Legislature. His 
circumstances in life we·re such that the "bread and butter" struggle 
gave him ·110 concern, and thus an assured competence engendered 
the love of ease, which if it had been replaced by ambition and energy 
might have secured other positions and higher stations in the service 
of his State. 

After he retired from the public service ht"; with his brothers, 
engaged largely in agricultural pursuits, and were much interested 
in fine stock, especially sheep. Joshua Hunt, after the ancestor, 
Roger Hunt, the most distinguished of his family, died at the family 
mansion 0n March 3rd, 1857, aged 72 years. The only descendants 
of his name are ti'!gaged in the manufacture of iron, and so have been 
occupied for many years at Catasauqua, Pennsylvania. They are the 
descendants of Thomas Hunt, Joshua's younger brother. Joshua 
was never married. 

The first petitioner for license at Downin2'town was Abel Parke, 
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To I-Iii; Majesties, Justices of the Peace at the Court of General Quarter 

Ses~ions held at Chester the 26 day ot August, 1735.-
'f HE PE1'1TION OF ABEL PARKE 

H umhl\' Shcwcth 
'I'h;tt your Petitioner hcmg seated on the Great Road whic!, leads from 

Philadelphia to Lancaster 111 the Towm:hip of Caln whose daly Reports many 
Tra\'clcrs passing. forward and hack ward about their lawfuk occasions, amt 
partkulurly many of the Dnteh Jnhahitint Lanraster County who frc~ uently 
tra,·el all the Sumer Season with their \Vaggons who ha\'e been and still 
arc ,·ery troublesom to your Petitioner, upon Sundry oca:.;ions and have oftei1 
e11trc•atc•1l your J>c•titioner to npply for n Lyt•nee to kt".'J> n Puhlic Hou~c· of 
Entertainment where he now dwells, there being ,·ery good Cim\'cniences for 
them and other 'l'ra\'clers. Whereupon your Pctiti..mcr Humbly prays this 
Honorahle Court that you will he pleased to grant your Petitioner a l,ychce 
to Sell BN•r & S_\'Clcr, and your Petitioner as in Duty Bound Shall pray ..... . 

, ABEL PARKE. 
\Ve the undernamecl, do hereby cert.ific to the Court that we 

believe the above Petitk"'ntr to be a Suitable person for the above 
~aid lmploymcnt and do well know-thc1.t he hath good Cotl\'cnienccs, 
Therefore we pray that yott will be p!ca:-cd to Grant him a Lycnn· 
accordingly. 

James J<:fferi~ Xathaniel Kerr 
Frauds Swan){' Jason Cloud 
Jame!' ~lather Samuel Phipps 
George Willkin ~loses Wait 
Thomas 'l'cmpcl :\loses \Va it, Jr. 
John Morgan John Jackson 
Xathan Worll')' Daniel Hoopes 
William Pimm Joshua Hoopes 
Patrick Miller Calcl'r E\'ans 

Joseph 'l'ownscml 
Robert Miller 
Aaron ~leml<.'llhall 
f:anmel Jam<.'!> 
Lewelin Parrv 
Phindrns Lc\\:is 
Jacob Vt•r1w11, Jr. 

The license continued in the possession of Abel Parke until 
Ii.JO; the liccn~c was then disallowed. 111 1745 a petition was 
pr<1sentcd to the Court, as follows: 
TO THE COURT OF (JUARTER SESSIO~S held and kept at Chestt'r 

the 27th d_ay of ,August, 17-15. 
THE PE'l'l'I'IOX OF ABEL PARKE 

}Jumb'.,· Sheweth: 
Tliat your p<"titioner heing well· Situated on the Road from Philadelphia 

to Lancastt-r & havihg formerly obtained vour Recommendation to the Gov• 
?rnor for the keeping ,a house of Entertainment, in which business he gave 
~·cneral Satisfaction to travellers, he having the Same ConvcnienCl'S as for
merly & a public home being very much wanted where your Petitioner dwells' 
it being the right stage or Half Way houi:e from Philadelphia to Lancm,ter. 
\'our Petitioner therefore Humbly prays that you will be pleased once more 
to grant his your Recommendation to the Governor for the kepping a hou"-c 
of Entertainment & your pctitiqner as in duty bound shall pray &c ...... . 

ABEL PARKE. 
\Ve whose names are hereunto Subscribed <lo Certify that the 

above Petitioner being well seated & having good Convenienys for 
the keeping a house of Entertainment & he & his wife having here
tofore approved themselves in the like business to General Satisfac
tion of Travellers, \Ve therefore pray that you will be pleased to 
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grant him your Recommendation to the Governor, which we hope 
may he of benefit to your petitioner & the publick. 

Jesse Woodward Joshua Roman Caleb \Vav 
Jose11h Bishop 1 saac \Vilkersham Jer. Stahr· 
Charles Rc·ese E<lw. Tho1111ison ~\dam McCoull 
Fr:111cis Long Andrew Cox John :\kDermod 
)'.'S. Long J:imc·s \Vay Tho~. Tt:nplc 
Tmney Scott Fr:incis Swan John ,;\kF:ir!,md 
James Carlile William Dunn James Trimble 
John Erwin James Charles James :\kFarlan 
Rohert Stinson William Sinkler :\loses Waite, Jr. 
Thos. Hudson Wm. Low · Wm. Harlan 
William Criswc!I Roger Hunt Tohn Wn•th 
William Caunthrcs John Jark.rnn ·,~aac \\fhitelock 
Andre\\' Dcnalclson Roht. Valentine 'fhomjls Liget. 
~amtr<'I Carrell E\';lll H ughcs John H. Ewing 
Jaren Cloud Joseph Bourgoin Thomas Clarke 
Thomas Price Bcnj. Hawler Frances Hickman 
'fhomas :\forris Llewe!in Parry John :\lurphey 
'l'homas Paine John Hunter · 
JMeph Roman Tlws. G,uhh 

1n 1746 Thomas Parke, the brother of Abel Parke, presented 
this petition to tlw Court of Q11arter Sessions of Chester County: 
'l'O THE COURT OF QUARTER SESSIOXS held & kept at Chester th'! 

.26th day of the 6th .Month. 1746. 
'fhc petition of Thomas f1arke of the 'J'ownship of East Caln 

Hmnbly Shcweth: 
'I'h.it your petitioner ha\'i11g pur~hased the house and part of the planta

tion whereon his brother Abel Parke latc!y dwelt, which plarc is known to 
Ii<' ven· Suitnhle for the keeping a house of Entertainment, being well A~
comodated with water, pasture, & good Meadowing as also a good Stage as 
to distanre, your petitioner therefore prays that you will please to grant him 
your Rerommcndation to the Gon•rnor for the keeping a house of Entertain
ment, & your petitioner as in Duty bound will gratefully acknowledge the 
Same ...... . 

THOS. PARKE. 
\Ve whose names arc hereunto Subscribed, Inhabitants of the 

County of Lanc~ster & Chester, having most of us Some knowledge 
of the above petitioner, do believe him to be a sober, Orderly person 
& may as far as we know be well qualified for the keeping a· house of 
Entertainment,-- ,ve, therefore pray that you would please to 
Recommend him to the Governor for the keeping a house of Ent~r
tainment. which we believe may be of Service to the publick.---

\Jnt. Atkinson ,lames P:irry John Wall 
Jno. Hannum James \\'ay Thos McKean 
Robert Miller Tho. Downing H. M. Hockley 
Phinehas Lowry Rii-h:ml r, Nninl{ .Tas. Mather 
Thos. Pim William Downing J. \V. ,\father 
A. P. White Joshua Baldwin John Owen 

\Vhich petition was duly granted ancl he continllecl to keep 
this hotel until his death in 1758, when his widow, Jane Parke, 
succeeded in the business· and continued it until I 763, when she 
married James \Vebb. Thomas Parke, this petitioner, was .a man 
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of extensive acquaintance; large influence in the community, and his 
friendships extended as far as the Township of New Garden, where 
in 1741 he attended the wedding of Jeremiah Starr 2nd Ann Jackson, 
at the Friends' Meeting House in New Garden, and was one of the 
signers of the certificate. 

In 1759 Jane Parke filed, in the Court of Quarter Sessions, at 
Chester, the following petition: · 
TO THf~ HOXOURABLE THE JUSTICES AT THE GENERAL COURT 

OF QUAR'f.ER SESSIONS held at CHESTER FOR THE COUNTY 
OF CHESTER the 8th DAY OF AUGUST, 1759. 
'l'he PETITION OF JANE PARKE OF EAST CALN I~ SD. 
COUXTY HU~IBLY SHEWETH-
'l'hat )·our Petitioner's late Hus band Thomas Parke Deceased, was for 

Se,·eral Years Past favored with ,·our Recommendation to the Go,·ernor for 
his lit-c11ce to keep a Pub!ick Hotise of Entertainment in Sd. Township, and 
your Petitioner having carried on Said business by Virtue of said licence 
( \Vhkh is now near expiring) During which time your Petitioner Hopes 
She hath given General Satisfaction, Therefore your Petitioner Prays that 
you would grant her a Recommendation to the Governor for his lycence to 
Sell Liquors the Ensuing year, and your Petitioner as in Duty bound Shall 
thankfully ,\(·knowlcdg,, the Same ..... . 

JANE PARKE. 
\Ve, the Sub'scribers, beit1g well Aequainted with the Above 

Petitioner, do hereby Recommend her as a Person \:\/ell Qualified 
to keep a Publick House of Entertainment and do Desire that you 
may Grant her Request: 

Thos. Pim Richard Downit:g Phinehas Lewis 
Thomas Downing Roger Hunt Richard Pim 

John Clark rented this Tavern, and succeeded Jane Parke, who 
had become Jane \Vebb, as landlord. In the petition the next year 
for a License the name of "The Ship" first appears. Isaac \Vebb 
was the landlord from 1766 to 1771, when Robert Parke, eldest son 
of Thomas nnd Jane, having Married Ann Edd, and attained hi3 
majority, took charge of the tavern. Jonathan Valentine, whose 
mother was a sister to Abel and Thomas Parke, came next in line 
in 1774, and appears to have continued there as landlord until 1788. 
During the Revolutionary \Var and a few years later the Records are 
somewhat deficient or have been lost. John Harley was the landlord 
at "The Ship" from 1792 to 1795. About the year 1795 "The Ship" 
was discontinued as a tavern. In Ii6I John Downing presented the 
Court of Quarter Sessions at Chester the following petition: 
ro THE HONOURABLE JUSTICES at the Court of Quarter Sessions 

to he held at Chester in August Term 1761. 
THE PETITION OF JOHN DOWNING HUMBLY SHEWETH 
That your Petitioner Hath Erected a building which may be Soon Fin-

ishecL and is very Conveniently Situated for a House of Publick Entertain
ment, on the East Side of Brandiwine Creek in East Caln Township wher~ 
the Road toward Unchlan Branches out of Lancaster Road, and Where a 
good Tavern is much Wanted on many Ocasions, Especially at times of 
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freshes in the Said Creek. Your Petitioner Therefore Humbly Desires that 
you may be pleased tCl Recommend him to his Honour the Governor for his 
Licence for the Keeping a 'fa,·ern at the Place aforesaid and your Petitioner 
as in Duty Bound shall ever Pray, &c. 

JOHN DOWNING. 
\Ve, the Subscribers, being well acquainted with the above

named Petitioner and the situation of his building, do give it as our 
Opinion that he is a Suitable person, and the Place Conveniently 
Situated to be of Service to the Publick, if the Court Please to Grant 
his Petition: 

Thomas Downing Jeremiah P9.irsol 
Jason Cloud Joseph Cloud, Junior 
Joseph Downing Samuel Hughs 
Samuel Bond William Graham 
Noble Butler John Campbell 
Denis Whelen William Trego 
G. Aston James Anderson 
Phinehas Eachus Rohert Eachus 
Joseph Cloud Andrew Elliot 
John Perfall, Senior Wm. Roberts 
Joseph Darliqton Thomas Goon 
John Whitaker John lleatlcv 
Joseph Gibson Pliinehas Lewis 
Michael Graham Richard Downing 

John Boogs Miller 
Robert Lockart 
Henry Jones 
Robert M. Connahcc 
James l\lcCorkry 
James Scott 
Sam'I l\fackelduff 
Robt. Brown 
Samuel Caithcss 
Joseph Parke 
John Baldwin 
John Perfall, Junior 

John Downing remained at this Tavern until 1771, when Richard 
Cheyney became the Landlord, and in the foJlowing year the name of 
"King in Arms" appeared for the house. Richard was there in 1776, 
and for the subsequent years the Record is deficient or has been 
Jost. Thomas Downing was there in 178o, and in 1786 he was 
succeeded by Hunt Downing, son of John Downing, and the said 
Hunt Downing presented to the Court the following petition: 
TO THE HONOURABLE THE JUSTICES OF THE COURT OF GEN· 

ERAL QUARTER SESSIONS TO BE HELD AT CHESTER FOR 
THE COUNTY OF CHESTER THE 30TH DAY OF MAY, 1786. 
THE PETITION OF THE SUBSCRIBER OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF EAST CALN IN SAID COUNTY:-

RESPECTFULL Y SHEWETH ..... . 
That your Petitioner now occupies the Public Inn by Downings-Town 

in the Township aforesaid lately kept by Thomas Downing and hath provided 
himself with every necessary for the accommodation of Travellers and others, 
and Requests the Court will be pleased to Recommend· him to the Supreme 
Executive Council for their licence to Sell Rum, Wine, Br~ndy and other 
Spirituous Liquors by small Measure, the coming year ..... . 

AND YOUR PETITIONER SHALL PRAY, 
HUNT DOWNING. 

\Ve whose pames are hereunto Subscribed do Recommend the 
above Petitioner as a Suitable person to keep a Public Inn and 
Request the Prayer of his petition may be Granted : 

Samuel Bond Richard Downing John Edge 
Mankin James Caleb Baldwin Samuel Hunt 
Josc.-ph Bond Jos. A. Wc.n·cr Joseph Downing 



John Whitaker John Hughs James Batten 
lrnac Wehh Abiah Parke 

Hunt Downing was the landlord there in 1800, :md is said to 
have continued in that capacity until 1816. John Edge obtained 
license for the ''Half \Vay House" in Ii90, for which license he 
filed the following petition : 

To the Justices of the Court of Quarter Sessions held at West Chester 
for the County of Chester the 30th day of August A D. 1790. 

The petition of John Edge of East Caln Township in said County 
'J'ogether with a number of the inhabitants of said Township & County Rc
!.pectfutly Sheweth, 

That your Petitioner (John Edge) Having for a Number of Years fol
lowed the Business of store· keeping in a large Commodious House, nearly 
opposik Rich'd Downing's ~lill in Downings 'fow:1, on the Great Road from 
Li111caster to Phi!a., .ind nearly where th(' road from Harrisburg intersects 
the same ancl Crosses to \Vest Clll'ster, But finding ye Business of storc
kt•cping ( sincl' tht• late Custom of Tavern keepers opening store has Taken 
Jl)an·) is by 110 means sullirirnt to raise and :;upport his family according •o 
their fonm·r anti usual Custom. 

Hope therefore you will be pleased to reco111111cnd him .to the .Executi\'e 
Council as a proper person to keep a puhlick house of Entertainment, hi~ 
situation. Building, &ca. being very suitable for that purpose to serve the 
puhlick with !':ttisfactiqn, and ach·antagc to himself: :\net yr pl·titioncr as in 
Duty hound shall rcspcctiully acknowledge the same. 

John Hughs John Christie ~am'l Cuningham 
John Baldwin \\'ittiam Trimble, Jr. Isaac Pim 
JosC'ph Wrbh Samuel Bond Rob't Valentine 
8amud Wilson Joseph Downing Griflith Mcndenhalt 
Jacob Fisler l<');n Hd~c Rich'cl Robinson 
Roh't Miller Rich'd Jacobs Wm. Berry 
Tl10s. Worth .Ta mes W ehb James Guthrie 
~Jordecai Cloud Rich'd Downing, Jr. 

About the same time in I 790, the following paper was filed: 
To the Honorable Court of Quarter Sessions to be held at West Chester 

for the County of Chester Auguo;t Term 1790. 
The Petition of the Subscribers respectfully sheweth :-
That your petitioners with ,concern perceive serious attempts made l:-y 

John :Helge, e\'inced by his determination to present a petition to You for thl! 
purpoi;e of suppressing a store lately set up by Hunt Downing for the vendinK 
of ~fcrchandize, the moderate prices which We receive goods at present to 
what we did !')rior to the Erection of a store hy s'd Downing, clearly evinc~ 
the utility of Two stores to the N eighbourhoocl, re,1<lcring the prices of goods 
less tluctuating. and precluding Extortion, 1'o a Neighbourhood so remote 
from .Mark<'t, Dependent ti,1ly on stores in the Country for a Regular supply 
of goods. We firmly Trust Your Honors will not by any interference make 
it neccs11ary that the interest and convenience of your Petitioners should h~ 
rmclercd subservient to that of an I nclividnal. \Ve are now aware that th.! 
Risible Pretext of Procuring License for keeping a Pub'ick House is hrought 
forward as an Auxiliary to Effect his purposes, but We' feel a Confiden..:e 
bordering on a :\fora) certainty that were not I he least Posihle Necessity 
can or dc,th Exist to add to the Accommodation Of the Publick, as tlw Pub
lick Hous,·s already in the N,•ighbourhood arc amply sufficient, To Wit, Down~ 
ing's, \Vebbs, widow Philip's and Cunninghams, Your Honors will not b~ 
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arccssnry to ;1 8acrific<> Of our Interest or con,·enicnc<>, nor add to the excite
ments (Already 'J'oo rcdttndant) ot the Immoderate Drinker hy Lkensing a 
Supernumerary 'favern. 

haac \Vhclcn Ceorgc Valentine Jsaac McFarlan 
Sm. Downing Jonathan Coopc James \Vebb 
Joseph Downing Dt·nis Whl'l.:n Rich'd Downing, Jr. 
Ca!ch Jfald·.vin Samuel Hunt Rob't Valentine 
Enoch Pearson John Rohinson John Pim 
Aaron Palmt·r John ~l'Connick Jesse Jones 
Jal'ob Fisler John \Vhitakcr \\'111. Coates 
Joseph Bond John Hughs JosC"ph Downing 
~fonkin James Samuel Bond Jawb Swayn 
Charles Wolkrton Be11jami11 Few 
John Jacobs JoSt•ph Downing, Jr. 

Amt notwithstanding its terms and allegations ancl its manifes
tations of local statesmanship and neighborhood diplomacy, the 
petition of .fohn Edge was granted. 

In 1796 his daughter, Sarah Recs, succccclccl to a licence for 
the "Half \\'ay House,'' whkh had been ohtainccl hy her father, John 
Edge, in I 790 . 

• -
I , , 
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Thomas Moore-Th0mas Downing's Will-Downing
town in the Revolution-Early Roads and the Lan

caster Avenue Bridge-The Old Stage Coach 

Early in the Eighteenth ( 18)th Century 'l'ho111as :\Ioore was the 
owner of three tracts of land in the southern part of Caln Township, 
which Township nt that time extended as far norh a8 Nantmeal 
and as far west as Lancr.ster Cot1•1ty. East of the Brandywine on 
one of these tracts in I 716 a "\ \• :iter Corn Mill" was erected by 
Thomas 1'Joorc. This Mill became weJl known in all parts of Chester 
County, and its location gave the name of l\Iilltown to the Hamlet. 
At that time there were but few buildings at that locality· or near 
that locality. The log house wh_ich stands immediately North of the 
Bridge over the east branch of the Brandywine, is probably the 
oldest house in Downingtown, and Squire Joseph H. Johnson in 
his sketch of the Borough, is correct, when he styles it "Where 
Downingtown started." Some of the people believe that the Hunt 
Mansion was built earlier than the log house, tut the writer is inclined 
to believe otherwise. 

Thomas Moore died in 1738, and the mill and the several tracts 
of land became the property of John T.aylor, who in 1739 conveyed 
five hundred and sixty-one (561) acres North of the Philadelphia 
Road to Thomas Downing, and in 1747 conveyed a· saw miJI and 
Jot of two and a half acres south of the Philadelphia Road to the 
aforesaid Thomas Downing. Jonathan Parke, who had married. 
Deborah ,Taylor, purchased in 1747 two hundred and thirty-three
acres from John Taylor, which tract was located south of the 
Philadelphia and Lancaster Road. In the succeeding years, a hemp 
mill, a fulling mm and several other· mills of an industrial character 
were added, and thus its name was greatly strengthened. In its. 
development the Downing family was prominent, and Thomas. 
Downing, whom we have just mentioned, provided in his last wiJI as 
follows: 
Thomas Downing 

Will. 
I, Thomas Downing of the township of east Caln in 
the County of Chester and province of Pennsylvania 
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yeoman being in good health and of sound and well 
disposing mi,~d and memory (thanks be humbly offered to Go~ for !he same 
with all others his manifold, favors bestowed upon me) and bemg mmclful of 
my mortality and willing to settle that worldly estate where with it has please,\ 
Goel to b~ess me, Do make and ordain this present writing my last will and 
tt'.stamcnt in manner and form following, First my will is that all my just 
debts and funeral charges he paid and discharged as soon as conve111ently may 
be after nw Decease, And l give and bequeath unto my 10\·ing wife Jane 
Downing Thirty l\\-o pounds a year to be paid out of my estate yearly an,l 
every year during her ,,·iddowhood together with eight pounds a year which 
she is I ntitled to out of her former husbands Estate together with her mare 
and the mares colt a chase and the harness thereunto belonging and all th,! 
goods and chattles which she brought to me at the time of our marriage to 
hold to her heirs and .assigns fore,·er, And l order and it is my will that my 
said loving wife Jane Downing shall have the four rooms in the west end of 
my mansion house, two abo,·e and two below stairs and make use of all my 
furniture that is in the said rooms and the appurtencences thereunto belonging 
together with the use of the kitchen and cellar and what more may he need
ful for her likewise the use of the water and a convenient piece of ground 
for a garden near to her dwel1ing place aforesaid, and to have a good cow 
found and kept for her and a complcat chair horse to be kept anc? b:-:~dled 
and saddled or harnassed as often and when she may desire it and cut and 
bring firewood for her to the Rooms afforesaid during her widdowhood and 
residence with him my son Joseph Downing and if she should chose to lh·e 
at my son Richard Downing she shall have suitable accomodation as to ltottS<' 
rooiu and Joseph lo aliow Richard what may be reasonable for her trouble 
ther~ or his share thereof and my said wife shall have free liberty of ingress, 
egress and regress at alt time into and from the same so as not willfully to 
prejudice either of them, And whereas my son in law Joshua Baldwin did 
request of me a piece of ground adjoining his house and lot of ground the 
north side of Conesh'>ga Road therefore I give and Divise to the said Joshua 
Baldwin and to his heirs and assigns forever all that piece of ground lying 
adjoining the north side of Conestoga road in East Caln aforesaid bounded 
Easterly by the aforesaid Iott of Joshua Baldwin and to extend to my west 
line and to ru11 parallell with the north side of the said Joshua Baldwin-, 
Dwelling house at the distance of twenty-one feet and a half be the samP. 
more or less provided he the ,;aid Joshua Baldwin pay to my Executor!. 
twenty five pounds and will at all times hereafter keep and maintain a suf
ficient fence along the north side of said piece of ground. And whereas I 
have allready Conveyed unto my son William Downing the dwelling house 
where he now lh•eth and the water corn or grist mill and one hundred and 
fifty acres of l\lnd in the township of Bart in the county of Lancaster l;lllll 
took a bond of fifty pounds from him which bond I order my Executors to 
deliver to my said son William without Money, And whereas I have already 
by deeds of lease and release bearing date the twentieth day of the fourth 
:Month one thousand seven hundre~ and fifty six conveyed unto my son John 
Downing a Messuage tenement and tract of land thereunto belonging contain
ing three hundred Rnd twenty six acres of land more or less being part of 
the land which I purchased from John Taylor lying in East Caln 'aforesaid 
excepting the Mill race across the same with a conveniency of land on each 
side thereof to answer all advantages for the bringing of the water to my 
grist mill, which is . more particularly specified in the deed aforesaid, All 
which previledges therein reserved, I now give and devise unto my said Son 
Richard Downing his heirs and assigns forever and I giv~ and devise unto 
my son Joseph Downing and to his heirs and assigns forever alt that my 
plantation and tract of land situate in east caln aforesaid, Containing four 
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hundred and. ninety two acres by suc,h metes and bounds as I purchased the 
same of Samuel Gilpin. ( excepting that small part thereof which 1 have given 
and com·eyed to Joshua Baldwin afforesaid). ...\)1(1 J Jikewii,,e give mu) cle,·iso 
to my said son Joseph Downing and to his heirs and assigns forever the 
remaining part of eighty Acres of land which I purchased of }:oble Butlel' 
in East Caln aforesaid supposed to be between fifty & sixty Acres 
together with all my right of a piece of land lying and being. in the township 
of Uwchland in the county aforesaid bounded eastwardlv by land late of John 
Jenkins and northwardly by land late of Jamc5 Thomas aml wcstwardly by 
Janel late of Thomas Guest, together with all and singular the right Hercdik• 
ments and appurtenances thereunto Belonging or Appertaining ( Except as 
before and hereafter excepted). I likewise give unto nty son Joseph Downing 
my impJiments of husbandry and all mr household goods except my Clock 
and case which I give and bequeath to my son Richard Downing but re
serving such goods for the use of my said loving wife Jane Downing as 
before mentioned ( to her) during her widdowhood then to descend to sai<l 
Joseph Downing at her Marriage or Death upon condition that my said son 
Jo$eph J?owning p~rform. all the i~junctions I ha\'e herciit laid. upo_n him1 
And I g1:vc and devise unto my son m law Samud Bond and ·to J11s heirs anct 
assigns forever all that parcle or tract of land lying and being in the township 
of \Vhiteland in the county aforesaid 'known by the name. of Thomas Blan
fords, being on the cast side of the wekh line adjoining the land of the said 
Samuel Bond,· John Fitzgerald and John Jenkins late of Uwchland deceased 
be the same more or Jess, And I give and devise unto my son Richard Down
ing & to his heirs and assigns forever all my water corn or grist tnill and 
FuJJing Mill situate in East Caln aforesaid, with aJJ the buildings, dwelling 
Houses and A ppurtenRnces thereunto belonging or App<'rtnining. and also all 
that tract and parcel of land whereon the Said mills an<l buildings stand a, 
the same was surveyed marked and bounded (by one Richard Thor~1as) and 
found to contain Two hundred and thirty acres be the same more or Jess, 
And I give and Devise unto my said son Richard Downing and to his heirs 
and assigns forever, aU my Sawmill Tract or Iott of land Containing about 
two acres & forty perches, together with one equal undc\'idcd Fourth part of 
my Saw Mill and Hemp Mill in East Caln aforesaid with the Appurtenances 
thereunto belonging And I give and devise unto my son Joseph Downing 
and to his heirs and assigns forever one undh·ided Fourth part of my Saw 
Mill & Hemp Mill with the Appurtencenes there\tnto belongmg, And I give 
& Devise one Equal undivided fourth part of my said Saw Mill & Hemp Mill 
with the Appurtenances unto my son John Downing and to his heirs & assigns 
forever And I give and devise one equal undivided fourth part of my said 
Saw Mill and Hemp Mill to my son in law &amued Bond & to his heirs and 
assigns forever with the Appurtenances thereunto belonging and moreover it 
is my will and I order that if any two or three of those to whom the said 
Saw 1\lill & Hemp :Mill is Devised as aforesaid {nclil'le to·keep the 5aid Mills 
in gait or workiug order he or they shall have ,free .liberty to do the same. 
in case the other parties ·decline, Provided ~Nevertheless that my said sons 
nor either of them, their nor either of their heirs or assigns shall not nor will 
nst do or cause to be done any Act or Thing on the Premises that may 
be Detrimental to any one of them without the consent & appr.qbation of all 
the patties concerned or to the prejudice or damage of my said son Richard 
Downing Corn Mill & Fulling Mill aforesaid or to the trade or bu~iness of 
either of them, And Whereas I have by many donations already advanced 
my daughter Jane the wife of John Roberts I now give and bequ<>ath unto 
her or her heirs the sum of fifty pounds to be, paid by my executors within 
five years next after my Decease, And Likewise haying by many donations 
advanced my daughter Thomzin Bond deceased late the wife of Samuel Bond 
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aforesaid I now gh·e and bequeath ,to Samuel Bond the sum of fifty pounds 
to he paid by my Executors within live years next after my Decease, And 
having hy many donations advanced my Daughter Sarah Baldwin (Deceased) 
the former wife of Joshua Baldwin as also the said Joshua Baldwin I now 
give & Bequeath to my granddaughter Sarah Baldwin fifty pounds to he paid 
within fin years after my Decease by my Executors hereafter named, Also 
I gi\'e and bequeath unto ~Iary the Daughter of Thomas Alcott late of Ea~t 
Caln decea:-ed the sum of twenty pounds when she shall arrh·e at the age of 
twenty one years and not otherwise, ~lOREOVER I bequeath to the use •of 
Andrew Knox ten Acres of cleared land, Land tQ'bc taken off of the Far
thermost end of north west tidd being- part of tlie said land before devised 
unto my son Joseph Downing including the wood land in the north west 
corner thereof adjoining the said ten Acres the two head lines whereof arc 
to <:xtend frot'n my son Joseph Downing line eastwardly to where the fence 
now stands which said quantity of land be it more or less shall be for the use 
of·the said Andrew Knox during his natural life if he continue in the same 
place he now dwells Otherwise the above grant shall cease terminate & be 
void. Aud as 111a11_,, poor p~oflc hm•c formerly purchased of me & ,i..'t'rt' be
rom,• debtors Ill)' i11tc11t a11d , ca11i11g is that I do lrc1:cbJ• forgi·vc the said poor 
people all tl,e l>ooks debts that IIWJ' sta11d i11 Ill.)' l>oo/...• agai1ist tlic111 at t/re 
timr of 111.\' decease, a11d I do hcrcb:y fra11kl_v acquit and discharge them from 
p11yi11;.: the same A11d I ·do hcrc1.JJ• Declare that whatsoever I have herem 
before given or Dedsed unto my loving wife Jane Downing is and shall be 
taken to be in lieu. Recompcnce & satisfaction of & for all her Dower or 
thirds in all my lands tenements Hereditaments & of whatsoever else she may 
any way claim or demand of in or out of my estate both real & personal And 
further it is my will that all legacies lcf t by me in the within writing shall 
be paid by my two sons Richard Downing & Joseph Downing equally, except 
the twenty pounds left to 11ary Alcott which Legacy my son Joseph Downing 
shall pay exclusive of Richard, and where any sum is mentioned it is under
stood to he in lawful money of Pennsylvania, And lastly it is my will that 
aU the residue and remainder of mv estate of what kind or nature soever 
or wheresoever the same is or may ·be found I give and Devise to my said 
son Richard Downing, And I do hereby constitute and appoint my two son-, 
Richard Downing & Joseph Downing my Executors of this my last will and 
testament hereby Revoking and making void all former wills & testament5 
by me heretofore made and do declare this only to be my last will and testa
ment. 

In witncs!> whereof I have hereunto set mv hand and seal the Ninth 
Day of the Ninth Month (called September in· the year of our Lord One 
Thousand seven hundred and sixty nine 17(ig (seal) signed sealed published 
and declared by the above nam~d Thomas Downing for and as his last will 
and testament in the presence of us, Rob't Valentine Joshua \Vay Isaac 
Jacobs Thomas Pimm. 

The Downings and the Hunts and the Parkes and the Menden
halls and the Baldwins, the Hoopes' and the Bonds began. to grow 
up together. They formed a community, interested in each other, 
and interesting to the world at large. George Aston had located 
some property interests across the Welsh Line of Whiteland, and 
led a Company of men in to the service of King George in the French 
and Indian War. Roger Hunt was actively scouring the country 
to secure wagons and horses and men to equip them for transpor
tation purposes in the same war. The Society of Friends was 
disowning members who were bearing arms in this conflict, and all 
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the while the :\1 ill town :\I ills were serving the business purposes of 
the neighborhood, and that neighborhood extended miles to the 
Xorthward, and to the \Vestward and to the Southward. The people 
0f Lancaster County were very anxious to have a road for the public 
use. Seven Commissioners from Lancaster County and seven Com
misi-ioners from Chester County laid out the Great Road from 
Philadelphia to Lancaster. Its entire length was dotted with public 
houses for public entertainment. There were two of them within 
the area of Downingtown. "The Ship" was the first established, 
and next the "King In Arms." Then came the war of the Revolu
tion. The policy of the Society of Friends was that of peaceful 
neutrality. The County Commissioners of Chester County met at 
''The Ship" in 1778 for the transaction of business. 1n England, 
from whence the Frie:nds had emigrated, Committees on Sufferings 
had been established in consNJUence of the extensive persecutions 
to which they had 1Jeen subjected in that country. During the 
Revolutionary Period, like committees in America were busily 
engaged. The Friends were plundered by both parties in the conflict, 
and the regiment of Colonel Stewart, of the Pennsylvania Line, was 
quartered all one winter in what is now the limits of Downingtown. 
These were the times that tried men's souls. The British Army was 
advancing northward from Turkey Point on the shores of the Chesa
peake, marching to the capture of Philadelphia, which was. then the 
most considerable city of the colonies. General \Vashington had 
resolved to contest their approach along the line of the Brandywine. 
The ammunition and the artillery supplies of the American forces 
were located in \Varwick Township, Chester County, north of Down
ingtown. Peter DcHaven was the officer in charge, and he wrote 
the following letter to the Vice President of the Executive Council: 

French Creek, Sept. 10, 1777. 
Sir, 

We have got sum information that thare is Part of Mr. Hows' armey 
\Vithin four :Miles of Downins Town, & I believe thay intend, for our 
Magazene, and \Vee arc in a Very Poor Situation for defending it, I 
should be very glad if your \Vould send a Proper Gard for this Place. 
I have Rid threw this Naberhood to Procure Waggons, but Could get bu.t 
8 or 10 to Move Sum of the rowder toward Reddin, but to what Place I 
am a stranger. 

I Re your Hum. Serv't, 
PETER DE HA VEN. 

directed, 
To Mr. George Bryan, Vice President of the Ex. Councyl. 
On the same day Peter DeHaven wrote the following letter, 

which explains the conditions existing in Chester County on the eve 
of the Battle of Brandywine: 

French Creek, Sept. 10, 1777. 
m~ , 

I Reced a Letter from Dockter Kanady Requesting me to Let him 
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ha\'e one Hundred Stand of arms at the Yallo Spring, as there was a 
Subspition of the Towrys Raising, I immediately sent him answer that 
it is not in My Power to Deli\'er ancy arms or Amunytion- \Vithout an 
order from the Executive Council, I should be glad if you would send 
me \Vord if I shall let Him han Ancy, I Likewise should be Abledg 
to you if you give My Son an Order to your Salt \ Vork for one Load of 
Salt. as \Vee Do Stand in Great Xeed of Sum, I Cant get Aney, and 
\Vee ha\'e a great ).fancy ~Ien to Provide for. 

Directed. 

I Remain your 
Humble Servant, 

Peter De HaYC11. 

To the Honhle Thomas \Vharton, Esqr., Presid't to the Ex's Council 
for the State of Pcnnsyl'a. 

The Continental Congress, by resolution passed January I 5th, 
1778, directed, among other things, that two thousand ( 2000) 

barrels of flour he cklivcrcd for the use of the army at Downings 
Town in Chester County. Tims at this early period this town was 
regarded as one of the principal points of supply and distribution 
for the patriot forces. 

Of course there were defections among the Society of Friends 
arising out of the questions of peace and war. The several meetings 
undertook to deal with such offenders, but in many cases the dealing 
was so gentle that no record remains of any action being taken. 
These were the davs of the Church Militant. It was not the era 
of the Church Acq1.1iescent. \Vhen the Battle of Brandywine took 
place it was an Irishman from Londonderry, in New Hampshire, 
who commanded the right wing of the American forces, and it was 
the son of an Irishman from Chester C0tmty who commanded the 
left wing. In the thick of the fray was Colonel John Hannum, 
whose father had emigrated from Ireland early in the Century, and 
who after a long and distinguished service in the Revolutionary 
Army, returned to the Bradford Hills to engage in a somewhat 
peaceful contention about the location of the County town of Chester 
County, and we have it as a matter of record in the summer of 1777 
that the Presbyterian Church at Brand.vwine Manor sent every male 
member of its organi1.atio11 into the Continental Army, and that the 
women connected with the Church harvested the crops of that 
summer. Although Milltown was owned, managed, directed, cher
ished~ equipptd and established by the members of the Society of 
Friends, yet in two wars, viz., the French and Indian \Var and the 
\Var of the Revolution a large number of her people engaged in the 
strife. · 

The Lancaster Road was laid out and established about the year 
1741. It was known as the Provincial Road, and the, Philadelphia 
Road, and th~ Lancaster Road. Sometimes it was ref erred to as the 
"Old Lancasler Road," or the "Great Lancaster Road." As it 
passed through MiJltown it formed the northern boundary of Jona-



than Parke's land and Thomas Downing's saw mill road. It was a 
part of the boundary line between Peter and Samuel Hunt. It led 
from Downing's Tavern. known as the "King 111 Arms." to the ''The 
Ship,·· west of the Brandywint:. Experience during the winter 
months de\·eloped the need of a bridge over the east branch of the 
Brandywine, and at the Fehrnary Terms of the Court in 1774, then 
held at Chester, the following petition was presented: 

''That your Petitioners having frequent occasion to tra,•cl the Road lcaJ
i11g from Philadelphia to Lancaster. !ind great inconvcnicncc at times, oc
casionl:'d b.r the rising of the waters and ice in Brandywine Creek Therefore 
request you would, in your wonted goodJ1css, order the building of a bridge 
across the creek at or near where the Provincial Road now goes near Down
ing's ~[ill, which we humbly apprehend will he of great benefit to the public 
in general, as well as to the inhabitants in those parts. And your Petitioners 
will gratefully acknowledge your justice. Signed by 

John :\lalin James Hood Samuel Conrad 
Curtis Lewis Thomas Meter John Downing 
Jos. Trimple Robert Lockart David Evans 
John Hoopes Jesse Green Caleb WagHer 
James Guthery Ludwick Ligit George 'I'homas 
Obed Lewis Abiah Parke Daniel Evans 
Jno. Hoopes, Jr. Lewis Atherton John Jacobs 
Thomas Hannum Jno. Hannum Richard Downing 
Joseph Downing Richard Thoma~ Robert Valentine 
James Sheward \Villiam Trimble, Jr. Samuel Bond 
James Galbrath \Villiam Hannum Samuel Herrnet 
Joshua Baldwin William Beal 

The petition was recommended by the Grand Jury and approved 
by the Court, at the l\fay Term, 1774. John Pimm, who owned a 
plantation near what is now the village of Thorndale. was Foreman 
of the Grand Jury. 

At a meeting of the Board of County Commissioners, held 
June 2, l'i'i'4, the petition to the Court for a bridge at Downing
town, and the approval of the Grand Jury thereof being present
ed to the Board, a number of Justices, together with the Com
missioners and local Assessors appointed to view the place, 
agreed to meet on the 10th of that month. On the day named 
the Commissioners and others met as agreed upon, and the re
sult of their deliberations is thus recorded: "Pursuant to ap
pointment, the Commissioners, together with most of the As
sessors, and a number of Magistrates, met and viewed the place 
proposed, and agreed there was necessity for a Bridge and pro
posed meeting on June 18, 1774, in order to let the same." It 
is further recorded that on the 18th day of June, 1774, the Com• 
missioners, Assessors and Justices met at Richard Cheyney's 
Public House, and in consequence of the circumstance that the 
i>eople generally were in favor of a stone bridge, and did not 
want a wooden bridge agreeably to former proposals, the fur
ther consideration of the matter ·was ·postponed until the August 
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term of Court. .:\t a meeting of the Board of County Commis
sioners, held in August, 17i-l, the following appears among the 
recorded minutes: "The case respecting the Brandywine Bridge, 
coming under consideration after consultation had with the J us
tices, it was agreed to build a bridge with stone pillars and cover 
with plank agreeably to a plan h~retoforc made, and Samuel Cun
ningham has undertaken the same at the sum of four hundred 
and forty (-1-10) pounds, and it is proposed to sign an article for 
that purpose on the fir~t day of October.'' The minutes show 
that the agreement was c~mplied with. This, however, was not 
the first movement in Downingtown for a bridge over the 
Brandywine. In l, ,52 the following petition was presented: 
TO THE CO:\L\IISSIOXERS AXD ASSESSORS FOR THE COUNTY 

OF CHESTER, ~IET AT CHESTER THE 25TI-! DAY OF FEB
RUARY, 1752. 

The petition vf divers inhabitants of the township of East Caln in behalf 
of themseh·es and others, come to showeth: 

That the passage for travelers upon the Provincial road leading from 
Philadelphia to Lancaster is often rendered very difficult and dangerous by 
reason of freshets and other obstacles in the east branch of Brandywine: 
Creek so that people are often detained in their destination to there from los.; 
11nd the no small trouble and expense of the neighboring inhabitants who arc 
often crowded with travelers so detained, and as the intercourse of travelers 
on said road yearly increases and business becomes more favorable, we humbly 
conceive that there is an absolute necessity for a bridge to be erected on the 
said Creek. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you would be pleased to talcc 
the premises into your serious consideration and use your endeavors with 
the other branches of power usually conce,111ed in such cases to grant our re
quest; and your petitioners as in duty bound shall thoroughly acknowledge 
tlae same. 

Robert Valentine Roger Hunt Samuel Bond 
John Jones Thomas Parke Richard Bond 
John Stevenson Thomas Pimm John Jenkin 
Joshua Baldwin Thomas Daine William Beale 
William Roberts Thomas Downing Lewii Padry. 

According to Road Docket A, Page 4, in the Clerk's Office at 
West Chester, there was a road laid out fror.i Conestoga to 
\Vhiteland as early as August, 1726, and such road is thus de
scribed: 

"East along the line between Joseph Pike and Francis Evits and crossinf 
vacant land 430 perches to a marked black oak standing by a road formerly 
laid out by Thomas Green's plantation, thence along the said road at right 
angles crossing vacant land and land of Thomas Parke, George Aston anrl 
Thomas Moore 970 perches to a marked white oak on the said Moore's land, 
thence cr<>ssing the land of the said Thomas Moore south 77 degrees, east 18 
perches, south 85 clegrees, east 31 perches, north So degrees, east 34 perches, 
north 4J degrees, east 144 perches to a white oak, thence crossing the said 
land north 37 degrees. east 90 perches, north 71 degrees, east 28 perches, east 
54 perches, north 85 degrees, east 48 perches, north 70 degrees, east 66 perch
es, thence crossing land late of John Parke north 63 degrees, east 76 perches, 
east J6 perches, north 82 degrees, 110 perches, north 66 degrees, east 61 perch• 
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es to a white oak standing by Philadelphia road on the land of John Spruce 
in Whiteland." . 

There was also a road laid out from George Aston's property 
to Goshen in ?\lay, 1731, as set forth in Road Docket A, Page 28, 
in the Clerk's Office at \Vest Chester, which is as follows: 

"Beginning at a white oak standing near the road on George Aston's land 
leading from Conestoga to Philadelphia, from thence cast 9 degrees, north 92 
perches to the Great Road in the dh·ision line of ::\foorc and Horn's land on 
the cast side of Brandywine, thence east ,100 perches, thence cast 6 perches, 
north CJO perches, thence cast .fO perche~. thence cast 6 degrees, north 180 
perches from John Baldwin's land, thence south 40 degrees, east 26o perches, 

·the·1ce 68 degrees north 146 perches, thence east, northeast 100 perches, thence 
cast by north So perches, thence ca-:t, northeast 200 perches, thence from the 
corner of \Villiam Taylor'::, field east, southeast 66 perches, north along the 
division line of Thomas Aplcton and John Holland north 78 degrees, east 154 
perches. thence from Holland's land north ~2 ckgrces, east I lO perches, into 
the liml'stonc road from the Vallev to Chester.'' 

There was also a road from Uwchlan Friends' .Meeting 
House to Thomas Downing's mill, at ~I'illtown, laid out in Au
gust, 17:l-1, as shown by Ro'ad Dock~·t A, Page -Hi, in the Clerk's 
Office at \Yest Chester, which is described as follows: 

·'Beginning in the road near Uwchlan ~lccting House ancl thence by sev
eral courses and distann.•3 to the road leading down the Valley Hill into the 
Great Road and that leads from Conestoga to Philadelphia by Thomas 
?\loorc•'s mill 180 perches.'' 

August :n, 17:rn, as shown by Road Docket A, Page 57, in 
the Clerk's Oflice at \Yest Chester, there was a road laid out be~ 
ginning at the County line, near John ?\Iinchall's, thence by vari
ous courses and distances into the Provincial Road,· near George 
Aston's property. 

ln 17-12, as shown by Road Docket A, Page 81, in the Clerk's 
Office at \ Vest ,Chester, there was also laid out a road beginning 
in the road leading from C wchlan Friends' ~r eeting House to 
Thomas Do·wning's mill, on Dadd Jcnkin's land, thence to the 
road leading from Brandywine to Chester, on John lngram's 
land. 

J n 1,,32, as shown by Road Papers, Vol 0, page -:18, in the 
Clerk's Office at \Ve.st Chester, there was a report showing the 
laying out of a part of the little Con~stoga Road, leading from 
Springton :Manor to the Township of East Caln, to the Provincial 
Road, near the mill of Thomas Downing, beginning at the Pro
vincial Road that runs from Paxta11g toward Philadelphia, and 
a little within the line of said !\lanor: thence by various courses 
and distances to the lowland in the Great Valley; thence along 
the road supposed to be confirmed already, as far as the mill of 
Roger Hunt; thence by various courses and distances near to 
Roger Hunt's mill; tht nee by various courses and distances to 
the Provincial Road, near the mill of Thomas Downing, also the 
following road leading from Cwchlan Friends' :Meeting House 
to Thomas Downing's mill: 



"Beginning at a Hickory tree in the iine of Uwchlan Township, thence 
south 40 degrees, west 36 perches, south 25 degrees, west 28 perches, south 
52¼ degrees, we:-t iO perches, ~outh 44 degrees, west 18 perches, south 20 de
grees, west 14 perches, south passing by John Downing's house 50 perches, 
south hy west and along said Downing'::, lane l.l.J perches to the aforesaid 
Provincial Road." 

The Thomas Downing mill, at the junction of the Brandy
. wine Creek and the Lancaster Turnpike, subsequently became 
the property of S. Austin Bicking, and the Roger Hunt mill 
was afterwards known as the Ringwalt mill, and is now owned 
by John T. Pollock. It is very eyidcnt that the people of the 
neighborhood of Downingtown, living there in the first half of 
the eighteenth (18th) century, were much concerned about high
ways and bridges. It would seem that there were two (2) sepa
rate bridges across the Brandywine within the limits of the pres
ent Borough of Downingtown. At what time they were each 
constructed, and by whom they were constructed, and of what 
material they were constructed haYe formed the basis of se,·eral 
discussions. It is not the purpose of the writer to attempt to 
decide these matters. He submits some of the papers, which are 
a part of the records of the County of Chester, and perhaps may 
aid in reaching a conclusion upon this point. It is also evident 
that Downingtown, in 'the first half of the eighteenth (18th) cen
tury was the industrial centre of Chester County, and its busi
ness activities were very great. As early as 17·03 the principal 
inhabitants of the "\ V elsh tract" sought to have a road from 
Powell's ferry, on the Schuylkill, to the principal part of Goshen 
township, and thence continued in a direct cour~e to "ye upper 
settlements on Brandywine." The first turnpike in America 
was built through Chester County. It was the "Philadelphia 
and Lancaster Turnpike Road Company," and was chartered 
April D, 179.2. It was completed in 179-1-, and was open to public 
travel the following year, and at once became a leading thor
oughfare between Philadelphia and Lancaster. The travel and 
tramportntion of merchandise upon it for many years was 
enormous. It was lined with houses for public entertainm.ent. 
These taverns in some parts of its course through Chester County 
averaged ot)e for e,·ery mile. At night the yards of these taverns 
would be filled with teams) the horses standing on each side of 
the tongue, on which a troo.gh had been placed. The teamsters 
carried their beds with them, and at nights spread them on the 
barroom floors or in rooms appropriated for that purpose. Some 
of these public houses were known as stage taverns, and others 
as wagon taverns. The stage taverns were generally more com
modious than the wagon taverns. As a rule, these taverns were 
well kept and were owned by the landlords who conducted them 
\Vith the advent of the "iron horse'' public travel passed from 
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the turnpike to the railroad, and a mournful poet of that period 
inspired these lines: 

"l\Iay the devil catch the man, 
\\'ho invented the plan 
That ruined us poor wagoner~ 
And every other man." 

The "every other man" was supposed to refer to the inn
keepers along the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike. 

I mmcnse Conestoga wagons, with their ,vhitc-covercd tops, 
sometimes styled the sails of commerce, ceased to be seen along 
the pike. One by one thrse innkeepers passed out of existence. 
At the time of the opening of the turnpike for ptiblic travel there 
were three (3) noted ta\·crns within the limits of Downingtown, 
"The Ship," "The Half-\\' ay House" and the "King in Arms," 
concerning who . .;e landlords and concerning whose management 
I have already discoursed. At the end of the eighteenth (18th) 
century, when Do,·,·ningtown had been a habitation for almost 
one hundred (100) years, its industries had not increased. Its 
resident population was less than two hundred (.200) persons. 
The County of Chester had been divided in 1787, and efforts 
wert.· made to place the new county seat at Downingtown. 
Colonel John Hannum, the most distinguished citizen and public
spirited character of the region, was anxious that the new county 
town shnttld be either at Downingtown or at the junction of the 
Valley Cn:ek with the Drandywinc, at a point some two (2} miles 
south of Downingtown. Few, if any, of the residents of Down
ingtown were favorable to the location of the county town at that 
point. Tradition says that it was the peaceful quiet of a Friend
ly community that resented the proposition. There is no record 
of any public action upon the subject, but, considering the atti
tude of the influential forces of the neighborhood, it is not sur
prising that \Vest Chester had to begin operatio1,1s in the vicinity 
of a tavern, YiZ., ''The Turk's Head." 

Stage lines were numerous upon the Lancaster Pike. Daily 
there could he seen the long, smooth stretch of pike through the 
village, transportation facilities of every description, and within 
two miles there was great liberty of choice as to where the noon
dav meal could be eaten. Droves of cattle came down from the 
west along the turnpike, and Downingtown was a very important 
Jocality in the business transactions of Chester County. Robert 
Coleman was one of the wealthiest citizens of Eastern Pennsyl
vania. He was an extensive owner of iron mines at Cornwall, 
Lebano.n County, Pennsylvania, and with the Gruhb family 
shared the enterprise of the mining and manufacture of iron. 
His two daughters were distinguished in the society life of Lan
caster, and James Buchanan, then a brilliant member of the 
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Lancaster Bar, paid assiduous attention to ~Iiss _·\nna Coleman, 
and his interest and affections were reciprocah d by the object 
of his devotion. :-\ t that time ~r r. Buchanan's professional e11-
gagcments frequently called him to adjoining counties, and he 
had an appointment to call at Miss Anna Coleman's residence 
on a certain evening in December, 181!l. He did not reach Lan
caster by stage from Lebanon, when; he had been engaged in 
an nrgument before the Court, until evening. As he alighted 
from the conveyance Miss Auld, a charmi11g and vivacious young 
lady of Lancaster, insisted upon :i\Ir. Buchanan accompanying 
her home and taking tea with them. So charmed was ~r r. Bu
chanan with the wit of his hostess~ that he not only drank tea 
at the house, but spent the evening there, having utterly forgot
ten his appointment with l\f iss Cokm:::1. vVhen he failed to 
appear she was very much disappointed, an,-I the next morning 
departed on a visit to some relatives in the city of Philadelphia. 
Mr. Buchanan was very much chagrined about his forgetfulness, 
and wrote her several letters in an apologetic strain, but to none 
of which an answer was returned. Finally he did receive a very 
short note from Miss. Coleman asking him to call upon her at the 
home of her aunt, in the city of Philadelphia. He procured a 
horse and gig and started upon his drive to Philadclp_hia. He 
stopped at the "Half-\Vay House." in Downingtown, for dinner. 
As he came from the hotel to resume. his journey a funeral cor
tege appeared in sight, moving toward Lancaster. Inquiry de
veloped the fact that it brought the remains of Miss Anna Cole
man. \\'hat were the circumstances surrounding her death were 
not disclosed to l\J r. Buchanan. He immediately returned to 
Lancaster and addressed a note to Mr. Robert Coleman, asking 
the privilege of viewing the body and attending the funeral. 
That note was returned to him, unopened, and after i\f r. Bu
chanan's death it was found among his papers. 'l'he parents of 
~Jiss Coleman had been bitterly opposed to any marriage with 
l\Ir. Buchanan. He posses~ed great ambition, extraordinary 
talent, occupying a high position at the bar, but his wealth was 
very slender. At the same time that he was paying his court 
to :Miss Anna Coleman, Doctor Muhlenberg was paying attention 
to her sister, and the doctor was received by l\liss Coleman's 
parents with as scant favor as ?\Ir. Buchanan. Both these 
suitors lived to achieve great distinction, and their names will 
outlast all material wealth of the family which repulsed them. 
:i\I r. Buchanan never married. All the letters bearing upon his 
love affair with :Miss Coleman were ordered by him to·be burned 
immediately upon his death, and l\Ir. Curtis, his literary executor, 
carried out his instructions in that particular. The letter writ
ten by l\fr. Dnchanan to ::\Ir. Robert Coleman, which was re-
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turned unopened, was presen·ed by ::\Ir. Buchanan in a separate 
em·elope from the other papers, and that letter ~Ir. Curtis prints 
in his liie of ::\Ir. Uucha,ian. It is touchingly beautiful and word
ed with exceedingly good taste, and the highest appreciation of 
the unfortun:ite sm-rmmdings of ~I iss Cokman. It shows con
clusively the bitterness of fcciing that existed in the mind of 
Robert Coleman against the suit of James Buchanan. ::\Iiss 
Auld, to the day oi her death, most bitterly regretted her in
Yoluntary part in this domestic tragedy. 





The First Newspapers-Ann Welch and Her Writings
Downingtown in 1820. 

Downingtown, by reason of the enterprise and culture of 
its inhabitants, attracted to its location men who delighted in 
the -gentle literary delights of peace. · 

Charles ~Iowry was horn in Litchfield, Providence County, 
Rhode Island, in 1777. He received a classicc,11 education, and 
came to Pennsylvania about the year 1800 and engaged in teach
ing. In 1808 he began the publication of a newspaper, called 
the "Tempomte Zone," at Downingtown, 'Chester County. Its 
title was subsequently changed to, the ''Downingtown American 
Republican" at the expiration of one year. As the "'l'cmporate 
Zone" it was neutral in politics, but under its new title it became 
Democratic-Republican. Names Democratic-Republican in those 
days were convertible terms and were both used, that of Repub
lican being oftener used than Democratic to designate its party 
or its members in opposition to the Federal party. In _the isi ue 
of the paper of August :J, 181a, the word Downingtmn1 was 
dropped from the title and it was called the ''American Repub
lican," although still published in Downingtown. Charle:; 
1fowry continued to publish it until November 28, 1820, when he 
sold out to \Villiam Schultz and \Villiam J. 1Iarshall. This firm 
was in existancc hut about a. month. 'I'he interest of Schultz 
reverted to ~Iowry, and he and ::\J arshall published it irom J anu
ary to Jun.?, 18.21, under the firm name of \\'illiam J. ?\larshall & 
Company. ?\Iarshall was a practical printer and had learned ·his 
trade with ~lowry. .Mr. ~Jowry was not a polished· but was- a 
vigorous )vriter, and sustained Governor \\"illiam Findlay with 
such force and ingenuity that he was considered the ablest Demo
cratic-Republican editor in the State, and the leaders in his party 
insistecl on his leaving Downingtown to take charge of a paper 
at Harrisburg. He acceedcd to their request and removed to 
Harrisburg and became editor of the "Pennsylvania Intelli
gencer," which paper had been previously the "Harrisburg Re
publican." This Harrisburg paper was eventually dispos,,d of 
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to General Simon Cameron, who had been associated with him 
as partner in its management, in order that he (Charles .:\lowry) 
might assume the duties of Canal Commissioner, to which he 
had been appointed by Governor Schultze. During his career 
.\fr. .\lowry had become distinguished as a political writer, and 
l'Xcrci~ed a marked influence upon the poJicy of this party. He 
died at Harrisburg, July 2!), 1838. He married, .:\larch 31, 1812, 
~lary Richmond. daughter of George Richmond, of Sadsbury 
Towmhip, Chester County, Pcnnsyh·ania. She died ~larch 28, 
1862, agt<l 72 years. The Downingtown paper passed into the 
hand:-: of George Crabbt> nnd George Lanman who published it for 
a nurubn of yetus. During the time thnt l\Ir. ~low1y was in 
tht• printing business at Downingtown he printed a number of 
publications of which the writer has two or three examples, 
among them a book entitled "Fruits of Retirement," written by 
.-\1111 \\"clch. a member of the Society of Friends, and which book 
was puhli~hc-d in 181(;, and from which publication I make the 
following extracts: 

.\I E.\I OR.-\~ DU .\I 

To aaswcr c;,·ery week in the year 1781. 

I. 
The smiling year begins its circling round; 

If thou wilt gr-ant my prayer, gracious Lord! 
I.ct me, like time, thus constantly be found, 

Aud to thy glorious pre~·cnt make my will accord 

I I. 
. \II things in sober sadness do appca r, 

Except in , ain man, who always should be "o; 
\\'ho driHth in folly's wild caret.'r, 

Rcgarclicss oi the coming day oi woe. 

III. 
Our .\Taker, when he first did man create, 

He sober was, as we m,,y well suppose; 
.\nd our Redeemer, when he took man's state, 

He saious was, beneath a load of woes. 

IV. 
Tlw" he was tnfth and 111110cc11<.·e and ne\'cr knew a crime. 

Yet whrn he to,.Jk our wretched state it sunk him low; · 
Ile was ne,·cr known to smile at am· time. 

I:ut tears they oft<:11 froin his eyes· did tlow. 

V. 
G:·:int me, 0 Lord! a rnh<-'r state of mind, 

That I may waiting i11 thy truth appear; 
.·\11<! so I may th_v h_,\'ing kindness find, 

For fQ preserve me from temptation clear. 
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Mankind was placed in this world to be, 

Their Maker's fa\'oritc, a11d him to glorify; 
But mark how different the e\'cnt we scc,

~lost try for to exceed in sin and vanity. 

VIL 
How Imig, 0 Lord I will truth be banish'd from the land, 

And righteousness no more regarded be? 
How long wil! sinners thy pure laws' withstand, 

And Jose Jhcir souls by not regarding thee? 

VIII. 
How pure thy Jaws, to them that doth attend 

On thee who art the only sinner's friend. 
'fhou wilt lead their souls unto thy crystal fountain, 

And when they arc wash'd will set them on thy mountain. 

IX. 
Thou art the chiefc.'>t good, thy beauty doth exec} 

For nothing lon~ly is compar'd to thee: 
Ble~sed arc those that 111 thy bosom dwcJJ, 

rn full fruition of eternity. 

X. 
The fullness of thy springs doth still supply the poor, 

That cry to thee in time of great distress; 
Ancl grace doth open to their souls a door, 

And sweetly calls their t roublcd minds to rest. 

XI. 
The plant of thy own hand doth set deep root in thee, 

In trouble and di!'tres.~, thou art tht' only stay; 
And thou supplit'st its tenderness. and scts't it wholly free, 

'l'hou art their only trmt and hopt' from day to day. 

XII. 
How great thy glorious name, and worthy of aJI praise;-

0, teach my soul thy mercit's to adore: 
As I may sing the mercies of thy grace,-

:\ncl follow on to know thee mort' and mort'. 

XIII. 
)Ty life is sttrt' with tlwc, whate\"er ills attend, 

1'ho' death do seem to threatc·n ,·en· nt'ar: 
Thou art to mt' a faithful constant friend, 

And bears't my soul ahovc the thoughts of fear. 

xrv. 
'l'o thy rtll g!oricus will, let me: resigned he, 

Whatewr trials may on life attend; 
Thy power o"cr all ;incl that can set me free. 

And in all trouble thou wilt comfort !end. 

XV. 
'!'ho' dreadful rocks, and lof!y mountains rise, 

To stop my progress to tht' promis'd land; 
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Thy grace, 0 Lord, will me alone suffice, 
And in thy strength and powrr I must stand. 

XVI. 
0, give me faith, that I may look to thee, 

And in thY word I shall true comfort find; 
In true obedience do thou humble me, 

The,1 shail I find that ,tappy peace of mind. 

XVII 
\Vhich far surpasseth all this world can give, 

With all its fading pomn and vanity; 
Tu be with thee, and in thv house to lh·e. 

Where all thy servants s·hall rewarded he. 

XVIII. . 
\Vith thy great love, which ever doth endure, 

And as the master is, so shall they all be pure; 
\Vhich happiness thou doth for them provide, 

Which cloth exceed all other joys beside. 

XIX. 
This was that happy prince and proph~t•s choice. 

\Vhen he requested favor at thy hand; 
'Twas in thy houS'C of glory to rejoice, 

And in thy presence with acceptance stand; 

xx. 
\Vhich thou hast purchas'd hy our Saviour's death, 

Thy only son, whom thou for man did give; 
In him we lh·c. from him receive our vital breath, 

And by his death, sa!Yation do receive. 

XXI. 
\V ell might they sing and raise their voices high, 

For their great master he did condescend; 
\Vith his eternal Father's fiat to comply, 

To raise mankind to be the· angel's friend. 

XXII. 
To bring them unto paradise again, 

Which A<lam lost. by breaking thy command: 
Tho' Eden's garden has heen rnught in yain. 

The Angel there with fla·ning sword will stand, 

XXIII. 
To guard the entrance of that lovely place, 

Where all the pleasures in this world did meet: 
All •flowers there diet hud and bloom, but grace, 

And that alone would make it mo!!t complete. 

XXIV. 
Four rh·ers from this sottr<"e here gently rose, 

\Vhich winding round this ~arden took their way, 
That to four countries wealth and trade bestow, 

And sep'rate sent their streams unto the sea. 



XXV. 
The first was p1son, silver streams so fair, 

Which compasscth Havilah, wealthy land; 
\Vhere other gold and precious diamonds <lo appear, 

And other nations do with wealth command. 

XXVI. 
The r,ccond bcautious Gihon nam'd, 

Which deep through Ethiopia took its way; 
In .\fric's land, by the black people fam'd, 

Its commerce to those nations doth com·cy. 

XXVII. 
The fourth Uphratcs, lofty stream doth roll, 

Through many nations with his silver wave; 
\Vhosc lovclv murmurs calm the troubled soul. 

The greatest river that those countries ha,·e. 

XXVIII. 
The gentle streams which from those rh·ers flow'd, 

\Vhich watered Edtn's charming groves and bowers, 
\\There our first mother happily bestow'cl 

Her time while innocent in rearing flowers. 

XXIX. 

The beauteous rose, in tints original green, here, 
Unlike to those which our dull gardens wear; 

For thev did bloom and blossom all the year, 
\Vith · twining jessaminc and spotless lilies fair. 

XXX 
All lo,•ely plants in every country nam'd, 

Grew with pcrfec;tion in tho.;e charming bowers; 
The Hesperides' gardens once so loudly fam'd, 

Could not com11are with those delightful flowers. 

XXXI. 
Tall cedars there in comely order grew, 

Like those which afterwnrd Lebanon did adorn: 
Likewise the trees of life and knowledge too, 

\\Those tempting fruit cam,'d poor mankind to mourn. 

XXXII. 
Is there no power this darkness to rc111ove,

The long Inst joys of Eden to restore?-
Or raise our \'iews to happier scats above. 

\\There fear, and J)ain, and death shall he no more? 

XXXIII. 
Yes. those there arc, who know a Saviour's lo,·e, 

The Ion~ lost joys of Eclcn can restore; 
And raise their ,·iews to happier seats above, 
· \Vhere fear, and 9ai11, and death shall be no more. 

47 

This is all that the authore3s print~ in her hook. She e,·idently supposes 
that the thirty-three stanzas can he used for the fifty-two weeks in the year. 
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MEDI'J'ATJOXS IN ~IEETIXG. 
l\Jarch 2ad, I ~06. 

I was led to considc-r that text in Scripture where it is said, ''The Lord 
is my pr<'sen•er; the Lord is my dflfender and 111y guardian J_io<l, '' nnd I 
thought if he was my presarcr, I nc:cd fear no e,·il; for he was the Almighty 
King, both in Heaven and c:arth. J f he was my deicnder, I need fear no 
evil; for his power was o\'Cr both ~lcn and Devils; and none should be ever 
abl<.• to place me out of his hand. And if he was my Guardian God, what 
have I to fear? for the child's guardian prcserns it from snares and tempta
ttons, if it is in his power. Now my guardian is all powerful. The chil<l'-s 
guardian likewise secures its estate for it-so doth my gracious Sa,·iour se
cure my estate for me, until I am of age to heir it-for it is safe with him in 
his Heavenly City," where moth nor rust cannot corrupt, or thie,·es brake 
through and steal." This was wrote the day that Jesse Haines was at ~freting_ 

AN ELEGY 

On the death of Patience Barton, who died the 14th of January, 1 i85. 
Speak my sad muse in pensive numbers tell, 
And mourniul notes; now take thy sad farewell, 
And grant the small tribute of a parting tear 
Unto the memory of thy friend so dear: 
Tliy much.lamented friend, who in great grief did go, 
And bitter pa·ngs unto the shades below; 
And left her helpless babe, to mourn with tears, 
Her dreadful loss throughout its infant yeai;s: 
Her husband, too, with hopeless grief bewails, 
The deep distress which in his house prevails. 
My mournful friend. thy loss is gr<'at indeed; 
Too great I fear to be repair'd with speed : 
For thou ha!:-t lost thy kind and constant mat~, 
And like the true dove, art left to mourn thy fate. 
The tender mother and thy lo,•ing wife,-
Thy faithful friend, through all the ills of life; 
By death's cold hand is torn from thy embrace; 
How sudden and surprising was the case;-
\Vhen, with the doctor, he rcturn'd that night,
Alas, her eyes were closed. no more to sec the light; 
And in remembrance to her much loved shade, 
Yt/e may suppose, he this sad lamentation made: 
Awake, my clear; 0 ! take a view and sec 
The deep distress of poor dejected me
See what I suffer bv the loss of thee! 
And then farewell, -i:hou bosom friend of mine; 
It grieves my heart, that J'm no longer thine. 
Let other men feel something of my woe, 
That they may tell just what I undergo. 
0 ! my dejected friend, thy grief is just; 
Ilut to the Lord's decree resign :we must. 
Those virtues that made her endear'd below, 
Did from the fountain of perfection flow. 
To that immense sea, those streams do all return, 
\Vhilst we their loss on earth are left to mourn. 
In deep distress her soul was called away, 
But now, perhaps she smiles in endless day. 
Then let this thought i:elleve thy heart from pain, 
That thy great loss is her eternal gain. 
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IN ME1IORY Of JAXE HUNT, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE 6TH 
MO. 18TH, 18o7. 

Alas, the fatal moment came, 
That call'd my friend away; 

I hope she has arrived at home, 
· Ancl cross'd that narrow sea. 

That narrow sea of death divides 
This glorious land from ours; 

O'er which the soul triumphant rides, 
Exulting in her powers. 

When Angel bands con\'ey 
'I'he stranger to the bar, 

To hear what the great judge will say, 
And meet its sentence there. 

The judge in robes array'd, 
Of pure resplendent grace, 

Will meet the fair, the bloodwash'd soul, 
With smil~s upon his face. 

The body lifeless lies, 
Within the silent tomb, 

Until the Archangel rend the sky, 
And shout the prisoner home. 

When Gabriel's trump shall sound, 
And bid the dead arise; · 

A wake ye nations, under ground,
Y e saints ascend the skies. 

Although she was cut off in bloom, 
Ere life's mid-stage was run; 

Yet dare we not presume,-
But her day's work was done. 

For patient and resign'd she was 
To her great :\fostcr's will; 

Although by sicknes£ long confin'd, 
She nc\'cr murmur'd still. 

About her future state, 
She thoughtful did appear; 

And to her friends was very kind, 
As- now is proved clear. 

J\o doubt she is at rest, 
And has obtained the prize; 

But with her husband ano her friends, 
We truly sympathize. 

I~ THE 11E.MORY _OF THE REV. JOSHUA VAUGHAN, 

Who departed this life, August 30th. 18o8, in the 55th year of his age 
A1as. he is gone; his active spirits fled; 
His body's laid in dust among the silent dead: 
His journey, in his 7'1aster's cause is o'er, 
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'\ncl safe arri\'c<l on the Hca,·enly shor•!. 
No more opprest with sickness, loss of sight and 'grief, 
His Heavenly .Master now docs grant relief. 
Sure Jesus whom his faithful soul ador'cl, 
\\Those praise cmploy'd his tongue, whose mercy he implor'd, 
Did not forsake his servant in distress, 
But cloth'd his soul with his own righteousness. 
That spotless robe by <;O\'creign mercy made, 
In which, when drest, he need not be afraid, 
'fo meet that Judge, who fills the middle throne, 
Who for his sins most freely did atone. 
His name he preached-his name he highly praised, 
And in his name he journey'd and haptiz'd. 
How many souls as seals, there doth remain, 
'l'o shew he glorilicd in the Lamb once slain. 
Bold was he in his Master's quarrels, and, 
Verv undaunted to his Lord's command. 
~or- fear'd the face of man; directing all, 
Right in the way that leads out of the fall; 
Open and free to e,·ery thirsty lamb, 
Unspotted. pure, in doctrine without blame. 
Xo douht he is at rest, and has gain'<! the prize; 
But with his widow and his friends,° we truly sympathize 
Her ch,rling s011 is gone, that was hC'r chief delight; 
In grieving for his death, her husband lost his sight. 
Who will her comfort be, in. life's declining stage? 
And who wilt her support, and cheer her drooping age? 
But God, the widow's friend, has promised faithfully, 
That to the widow in distress, he will each want supply 
This satisfied me; down· I threw my quill 
Willing to he rcsign'd to God's pure will. 

Thomas S. Ingram was one of the old residents of Down
ingtown, and to his daughter he gaye much recollections. as a ·e 
embodied in the following article, which was published some 
years ago in the columns of the ":Oowningtown Archive." .t 
give it herewith in full. so as to com·ey to the reader a panorama 
of the village twenty years after the beginning of the last cen-• 
tury: 

DOWNINGTOWN IN 1820. 
A crisp, cheery morning in October, the sun above th.e hill

side floods the little hamlet with brightnrss. 
\Villiam Frame, the genial host at the John Downing lnn 

(now the John Fox Home), is all activity and thoughtfulness, 
incident upon the arrival of the U. S. mail coach. 

Far down the Lancaster Pike, far as the eve can reach, it 
maj' he seen. with its double span of perfect hors.es and its proud 
jehu awakening the echoes of the valley with the ringing notes 
of the bugle horn. and his steeds well in hand, drawing near, 
everv horse at his best as thev take the clean stretch of le,·el 
valley road, and with a proud flourish draw up at the inn. 

Hostlers to their work, and in a twinkling, while mail is 
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changed and passengers refreshed, other spans arc harnessed, 
and witl] their driver arc speeding on their way through the vil
lage. On the north side, as they pass after leaving the inn, can 
be seen the store of Jesse ~Ieredith, now the home of the Martin 
sisters; near bv the Dr. Fairlamb home, now owned and occu
pied by John P. Edge, ~I. D. A side glance on the south side 
would show you (now the home of Mrs. George Broivn) Captain 
Lowry's cigar establishment, and in close proximity to it an old 
log house, occupied by people of color. 

Confining our glances to this south side, we would-;1ext see 
the house owned by ~falachi Parke, and now known and recog
nized as the home of ,vmiam Torbert. 

Joshua Hoopes, at the Boarding School, is .the nearest neigh
bor the Parke's have, and the fine stone building is at present 
the home of the .Misses Thomas. 

\Ve must not fail to notice the Samuel Hoopes store, on the 
north side of the street and a little cast of the Hoopes .Boarding 
School. It is now the home of Jfrs. Dennison and daughters, 
and is adjacent to a saddler shop and malt house. Adjoining 
that is the Samuel Downing's widow's property, now occupied 
by A. P. Tutton. 

The \Yhelen home is next, and is now that of Edward Down
ing, while near by, and over whose fireside :\Irs. ?\L A. Heins 
now presides, is the home of Richard Downing's widow. 

The prefent modest home of the Downingtown Library is a 
store. 

You can notice in passing the spacious home of \Villiam 
Downing. owned by Shelmire's, with its old, noisy, rumbling 
mill contiguous. 

\Vhile there glance across the street you will see a brick house 
belonging to John F. Parke, occupied by Jacob Downing, now 
the site of "The Heilbron." Nenr it, where the Presbyterian 
Church stands, is an old log house, belonging to the Parke estate, 
and is next to what is known as the Half-,Vay House, kept and 
owned by Da nic) and J osCJJh Fot)dersmith. 

The home of Thomas Parke, now thnt of Austin Bicking, 
is almost opposite the inviting home of Richard Downing, grand
father of our present townspeople, Thomas Downing and Louisa 
Miller. It is occupied by Judson Armor at this writing·and sev
eral families. 

The business interests of the place are repr,?sentccl in an old· 
cooper shop, standing where the carriage bazaal' now is-a one
story stone building used for mak1ng flour barrel.,. Opposite the 
Swan Hotel (kept by Jesse Evans), at the corner of the Forge 
Road and Lancaster Pike. is the shoemaker shop of Hunter 
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Rettew. Richard \ Vebster is in business on the same corner. 
The horseshoeing business is controlled by Benjaqtin Fell, 

in the same blasksmith shop as is at present under the manage
ment of George Jones. 

The old homestead of \Villiam \~'. Downing is a little to 
the north at this point, and is near to a palatial log house, used 
as a store, kept b); the Valentine Sisters. John \Veldin's under·• 
taking establishment is located thereabouts. The home of 
Joseph Downing, grandfather of our present Burgess, is the next 
desirable location, and is yet seen and known as the home of 
Mrs. Louisa i\Jiller. 

After passi11g the Swan Hotel on the south side, we can 
stop at the store of Joseph Hunt, built in what we would term 
tbe corner at the· Race. 

To the south of it \Villiam Brown enjoyed harmless com
petition in the same line, in the same place as the Bicking stores 
PIOW stand. 

The very old stone house near by, with thE. Fulling mill and 
saw mill, bring us, with the mention of the old log house on the 
north, to the Brandywin~ l3ridw·, in an entire, careful and com
plete survey of the East \Vard in 1820. 

Cross the bridge, winding our way westward, we will see 
the home of tl1e Misses Heer.:e, then thnt of their grandmother. 
Next is the house built by Jesse Evans, now the Miller property. ,v e can stop at the old stone house huilt by George Edge, now 
enlarged and modernized by }I rs. Thomas C. Hoopes: then, 
de\'iating slightly south, notice the double stone house on Via
duct avenue,·now owned by John B. Criswell. 

After that, west again, to the Thomas Edge home, now the 
abode of our townsman, \Villiam H. \Yells. Its nearest neigh
bor on the south side of the street is an old log house, where, 
sheltered by an oak of "the forest primeval," it was the privi
lege of the writer to dwell, while on the north side, where the 
Samuel Black property is, the Sides' and Roberts' stores and 
the Masonic Hall, can be counted five houses, stone and frame, 
occupied by different families. 

This village with its forty-two buildings was the Downing
town of 1820, not girded by iron bands on the south side, not in 
railroad communication with the north; no churches with their 
spires pointjng in mute eloquence to Heaven. · 

No inviting hostelries with their broad verandas and well
shaded lawns, no mercantile establishments, with their free de
liveries; no whistling, screanfing steam mills, no iron foundries, 
no graded schools, no paved, electric--lighted streets; no tasteful 
cottage homes, no real estate offices, no building associations, 
no fire companies, no publishing houses, no Justices of the Peace, 



i-a 

no constables, no lawsuits, just a peaceful settlement of good, 
quiet Quakers, who attended Divine sen·icc in their Quaker 
meeting house home and heard Jesse Kersey, expound the way 
to "deal justly, love mercy and walk humbly." 

~IARY SALKELD INGRAM. 
1802. 





The Friends and Education-Joshua Hoopes-The Penn
sylvania Lyceum-The School of the Misses 

Thomas-Jesse Kersey 

Proud, in his history of Pennsylvania, published in 179?', 
says: "The Friends were so careful in the education of their chil
dren and youth that there were none of them brought up without 
a competency of useiul and plain ]earning." Clarkson, though 
not a member of the Society of Friends, writing in 1806, speaks 
thus of Friends in America: "It may also be mentioned as a sec
ond trait that they possessed extraordinary knowledge. Every 
Quaker hoy or girl who comes into the world must, however 
poor, if the DiscipJine of the Society be kept up, receive an edu
cation. Al! therefore who are born in the Society must be able 
to read and write. 'thus the keys of knowledge are put into their 
hands. Hcnc:: we find them attaining a superior literal and his
torical knowledge of the Scriptures, superior knowledge of human 
nature, and a knowledge that sets them above many of the super
stitions of those in their own rank in life. If, as a body, Friends 
have not been distinguished for their liberal learning, it can be 
truthfuJly said that it has scarcely ever bf:en possible to find an 
illiterate member of their Society. Their general policy leading 
them to prefer an universally educated many to a highly-edu
cated few." 

By the time the common school system was agitated· in 
Pennsyh·ania many Friends had established many schools, which 
schools ,.,·ere under the control of l\Ieetings of Friends. .They 
regarded it as onerous that they should be taxed to support the 
common school system, when they had already established a suf
ficient numb.er of schools in their several communities. This was 
the cry of the consen·ative against the progressh·e. A few years 
ago the writer conversed with men, then Jiving in Downingtown, 
who in their early life had opposed the building of railroads, 
because they alleged that the price of horses would go down so 
Joi, that they would not be wortt • :-.cir keep, and that farming 
prvJucts would be so diminished in price that agriculture in the 
eastern counties of Pennsylvania would cease to be profitable. 
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These good Friends did not feel the pul~ation or the vibration of 
progressiYe America. It is alwa,·s difficult either to measure the 
j)ast by the present or measure _·the present as cle,·eloping in the 
same manner as the past. 
. Joshua Hoopes opened "Downingtown Boarding School for 
Boys" in 181 i, a11d continued his school prosperously and suc
cessfully until 18:l-l,when he remoyed to \·Vest Ches terr and estab
lished "Hoopes Boarding School for Boys,'' which he conducted 
until 1RG2. Joshua Hoopes was wet! known to the writer. He 
was an excellent teacher, and one of the most profound scientists 
of the day. He was more than six feet in stature and exceedingly 
active and energetic and thought nothing of taking his boys upon 
a tramp of thirty or forty miles in a single day. He was a life
long and consistent member of the Society of Friends, and at 
the time of his death in \ Vest Chester, sat "at the head of the 
l\Ieeting." .i\.s I have heretofore stated, . the Society of .Friends 
generally were opposed to the brginning of a common school 
system in Pennsylvania. Of course, there were some notable 
exceptions in the organization, and in 1835 in Philadelphia, a 
Lyceum of Teachers was organized, of which Josiah Holbrook 
was a prominent member. On the 18th day of August, 1835, a 
number of teachers and friends of education met in the Court 
House at \Vest chester, at 10 o'clock, agreeable to public notice. 
1\fr. John Beck was called to the chair and :i\Ir. lohn Simmons 
appointed secretary. • 

'1'hc following named gentlemen appeared, and were enrolled 
as members of the convention: From the Chester County Cabi
net of Natural Science-Dr. \Villiam Darlington, Joshua I~oopes, 
Dr. \Vilmer \Vorthington, John Rutter, Esq. Chester County 
Athenaeum--John Hall, \Villiam Darlington, Esq.; \Villiam P. 
Townsend. Dclegates appointed by a meeting of citizens of 
\Vest Chester-Francis James, \Villiam \Villiamson, Dr. John 
B. Brinton, Thomas S. Bell, Ziba Pyle, Dr. Isaac Thomas, 
Townsend Haines, Henry Fleming. Mechanicsburg Mutual Im
provement Society-J. D. Rupp, G. Bobb. School Directors of East 
Caln-Joshua Hunt, Charles Downing. Bucks County Educa
tion Society, also, Newtown Lyceum-Lemuel H. Parsons, James 
Kelly, \Vm. H. Johnson. York Association of Teachers-E. F. 
Bleck. York Lyceum-David B. Prince. Vv est Bradford Board
ing School-Cheyney Hannum. Young Gentlemen's Institution 
at Lititz, Lancaster County-John Beck. l\Iontgomery County 
Cabinet of Science-Jonathan Roberts, Esq.; Maurice Richard
son, Alan \V. Corson. Philadelphia Lyceum of Teachers-Br. 
J. l\f. Keagy, l{ev. N. Dodge, Josiah H~lbrook, J. H. Brown, Vic
tor Value, John Simmons. East Bradford Boarding School
Joseph C. Strode, Robert Guy. Pennsylvania Association of 
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~lonitorial Teachers-Dr. \\'right, Thomas Eastman, T. :\f. Cole-
man, and twenty-one \'olunteer delegates. · 

Adjourned tilJ 2 o'clock, P. ~I. 

The Con\'ention met at 2 o'clock. 
Tuesday af ternoou. 

:\Ir. Holbrook, upon request, stated the general objects of 
th<:' convention. Hl' said there arc in the United States about 60 
college~. not far from ,"i00 academics, institutions owned and con
ducted hy priYatc individuals, number not known; about 50,000 
common schools, many infant schools, and another class of vol
untary or social institutions, viz., lyceums; of these there are 
about t \\'O or three thousand. These are connected with many 
of our academics and colleges, most of them have libraries, which 
arc read with great eagerness, perhaps about 1000 times as much 
as the former libraries of colleges. Lyceums give the schools a 
character of greater efficiency, and make the children more tract
able and diligent. .:\ system of co-operation is produced; each 
pupil recognizes himself as possessing all the means of self-cul
tivation, and of producing a kindred action· heh\"een mind and 
mind-each one exerts an influence upon and receives benefit from 
his neighbor. These institutions have a social character. Many 
of our institution.5 arc anti-social; they build ttJ) a partition wall; 
students do not make their Greek and Latin lessons a subject of 
fireside conversation. But these are social institutions; in them 
a.re taken up matters of daily occurrence-the philosophy of 
things is spoken of without formality. Their operations and re
sults are social--they will form the table talk of the youth.· 
There is a National lyceum, 15 or 16 State lyceums, over 10(? 
county lyceums, :moo village lyceums, and a great number in 
academies and schools. 

~Ir. Neville said the fathers of the republic planted the tree 
of Jiberty; we are assembled here to plant the tree of knowledge. 
Association is our motto. "United we stand, diyided we fall." 
This convention may be hailed with something of the same emo-. 
tion that would attend the discovery of a reservoir of cool water 
in an African desert. Mr. N. read an able address on the advan
tage of an association of teachers, upon the orthodox principles 
of education; it would promote the independence of teachers, by 
leading to the adoption of settled rules of conduct, etc. 

Judge Darlington requested to know whether the meeting 
had any other object than the formation of an association of 
teachers? 

l\lr. Holbrook replied, that one object of the meeting had 
in view is to bring the hands of teachers together, that they may 
strengthen each other; another object it, to induce parents and 
the friends of education to work with them; to strengthen their· 
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hands and encourage their hearts. How is this object to be cf
fectt>d? It is proposed to have a State, or Eastern and \.\' es tern 
Society, auxiliary to which there will be county, township, neigh
borhood and school soci<. tics.. The object of this com·ention, 
then. is to organize an Eastern District or .t State Lyceum. 

The Committee of Arrangements reported the foJJowing 
resolutions. which were adopted: 

Rcsoh-ed, That it is expedient to form a State Lycetim, 
which shall he composed of teachers and the friends of education 
throughout the State, subject to the rules and regulatio11s here-
after to he established. · 

Resoh-ed, That the foJJowing gentlemen be a co1_11mittee to 
form a Constitution for the proper goyernment of said Lyceum, 
Yiz.: Dr. \YiJJiam Darlington, Josiah Holbrook, David Town-
send, Esq.: Dr. J. ~I. Keagy and \Villiam H. Johnson. . 

l~csoh·ed, That this Convention recommend the formation 
of county lyceums throughout the State, as auxiliary to the State 
or parent society. . 

:\t the session on \Vedncsday afternoon, August 19, Dr. Dar
lington, from the committ(!c appointed to prepare a Constitution 
for a State lyceum made report, which was accepted, considered 
by !-cction, and adopted, as follows: 

CONSTITUTION ANJJ BY-LAWS 
of the 

PENNSYLVANIA LYCEUM. 

Article 1. This Association shall be called "The Pennsylvania Lyceum." 
2. The objects of the Society shall be the advancement of education 

throughout the State, especially through the medium of Schools and Ly
ceums, and to co-operate with other Lyceums in the diffusion of useful 
knowledge. 

J. The members of the Society shall consist of Delegates f ram the sev
eral County Lyceums and kindred institutions in the State, each of which 
shall ha,·e a right to send five delegates, but any member of a County 
Lyceum, or any kindred institution, may participate in the discussions and 
oth•r exercises of the Society, without ha,·ing the privilege of voting. 

4. The officers of the Lyceum shall be a President, five Vice-Presidents, 
a Recording and a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer and nine Cura-
tors, to be appointed by ballot an11ually. . 

5. The Lyceum shall hold an annual meeting t.o receive reports from 
the several County and other auxiliary Lyceums, upcn the objects of their 
association; to hear- discussions, addresses and lectures; and to devise and 
adopt measures to introduce a uniform and improved system of Education 
throJghout the State. 

6. Special meetings may be called by the President, upon the request 
of ten or more members, or of a ·county Lyceum, stating the object of such 
call; of which notice shalt be given in five or more newspapers in the State, 
or in such way as may be provided by the by-laws, at least six weeks before 
said meetings shall be held. 

7. All apparatus, books and specimens belonging to the Lyceum shall 
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be under the care of the Curators; who shall be the Executive Committee 
and general agents of Society. 

8. This Convention mar be altered or amended, at any regular meeting, 
by a ,·ote of two-thirds, provided the members present shall not be less than 
fifteen. 

BY-LAWS. 
Article 1. The time and place of meeting of the Lycc>·_,111 shalJ be fixed 

at each previous meeting. 
2. The rulc>s and orders of the Lyceum shall be in a·ccordancc with 

parliamentary usages. 
The appointed nominating committee reporting, the conven

tion proceeded to ballot for officers. The following gentlemen 
were decJared to be unanimously elected, \'iz.: President, Jona
than Roberts, :i\lontgomery County; vice presidents, Dr. J \f. 
Keagy. Ph~ladelphia; John Beck, Lancaster County; : 'iC• b 
\Vcavcr, Cumberland; John H. Gorden, Bucks; Jonathan Gause, 
Chester; Corresponding Secretary, John Simmons, Philadel
phia; Recording Secretary, E. F. Bleck, York; treasurer, Rev. N. 
Dodge, Philadelphia; Curators_, Victor Value, J. H. Brown and 
Thomas D. James, Philadelphia; Joshua Hoopes, Chester; Sam
uel Cross, Dauphin; J. D. Rupp, Cumberland; Lemuel H. Per
sons, Bucks; John F. Hay, Carlisle; N. R. Smitli, Pittsburg. 

The L YCEUl\I was immediately organized, and proceeded 
to business. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted, viz.: 
Resolved, That the cultiv.ition of the gent-rous, benevolent and other 

moral faculties of childre1, (Jllght to be considered the foundation work of 
education, both :n schools and families. 

Resolved, That the only effectual mode of cultivating moral faculties is 
by practical exercise of them in acts of kindness and g~nerosity. 

Resolved, That natural history, or the study of minerals, plants and 
animals, arc peculiarly appropriate as an elementary study for children, and 
that it greatly accelerates their progress in spelling, reading, writing, geog
raphy, arithmetic and all other branches usually taught in schools. 

Resoh·ed, That cabinets of natural and artificial productions for the use 
of Lyceums and schools and families, collected by young people generally, 
are eminently calculated to promote useful knowledge\ prevent vice and. 
produce elevation of intellectual and moral character in mdividuals and na~ 
tions, and that such cabinets may be easily obtained. 

Resolved, That a general system of exchanges in specimens of nature 
and art by schools and Lycet:ms in all parts of thP. country would bP. well 
calculated for the diffusion of useful knowledge to strengthen the bonds of 
our National Union, and for the promotion of universal education. 

Resoh·ed, That practical geometry, embracing drawing and mensuration, 
is of the first importance as a fundamental branch of common practical edu
cation, and that it furnishes exercises peculiarly appropriate and agreeable 
to young· children. 

Resolved, That it is of fundamental importance to secure the influence 
and aid of females in the promotion of intelligence and sound morals, and 
that all ladies engaged or interested in teaching ought to be invited to be
come members of Lyceums that are or may be formed throughout the 
State. 
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Resol\'cd, That the organization of County Lyceums ought to be sclcctcrl 
as the first step to be taken towards accomplishing the 1rnrposes of the 
State society, and that township, neighborhood, school and family Lyceums 
are appropriate and important objects hJ be aimed at by said county so
cieties. 

Resolved, That it he a prominent and immediate object of the ofticers 
and members of the State Lyc<'um of Pcnhsylvania to encourage and aid 
the furnishing of schools and Lyceums in counties, townships, neighbor
hoods, schools and families with cabinets of 11:itural and artificial produc
tions. 

Resolved, That the "Chester County Cabinet of .Natural Science," an<l 
all similar county institutions which are now organized in the State, he .re
quested to act as County Lyceums, and immediately to take such measures 
towards the formation of district cabinets as lh<'y may deem cxpedie!lt. 

Resoh·ed. That belies who are friendly to the cause of education be 
respectiully ill\'1ted to attend the meetings of the Pennsylvania Lyceum, 
whenever or whcrc\·er held. 

Resoh•cd, That the Hoard of Officers of this Ly..:-eum be instructed to 
procure or recommend at their discretion an agent or agents to act in be
half of the Society. 

Resolved, That it would be highly gratifying to this Lyceum if :\Iessrs. 
J. Holbrook and Rupp would consent to enter into an agreement with the 
Executive Committee to act as agents for the establishment of Lyceums and 
the promotion of popular education throughout the State during such time 
as shall by them be fonnd prac;ticable. 

Resolved, That the Publication Committee of the Convention be also 
constituted a Publication Committee for the Lyceum. 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the Lyceum be presented to Mr. 
Josiah Holbrook, of Boston, for his indefatigable and highly successful 
efforts in promoting the cause of education. 

The Lyceum having concluded its business, adjourned to 
meet at York, on the second Tuesday in August, 1836. 

It will be ob~erved that two of the most distinguished citi
zens of Downingtown, viz., Charles Downing and Joshua Hunt, 
were members of this convention, and by their presence signified 
their interest in the purposes of the meeting. The community of 
Downingtown was always heedful. of educational interests, not
withstanding some remarks that were made by a former County 
Superintendent of Chester County, who wound up his final report 
upon matters and things in the county with an allusion to the 
locality of our sketch. The difficulty always has been and exists 
to-day of Nevt England blood and training understanding Penn
sylvania manners and metho(f s. Dr. Oliver Wend ell Holmes 
speaks of our people being of neutral tint, and while we are ad
mittedly surveyors of all sides of a question, we are not purvey
ors of a final judgment and an inflexible conclusion. The open 
mind is always superior to the judgment of the uninformed. 

Issachar Price was born in Gallagherville, Chester County, 
:March ?'th, 1827'. He died in \Vest Bradford 'rownship, August 
2-9th, 1880. His father, who bore the same name, has been for 
years a storekeeper in Downingtown, and the son was fairly welt 
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educated, his chief instructor being Jonathan Gause, to whom 
Issachar dedicat((l a book of ,·erscs, entitled, "School Day 
Rhymes," published in 185(i. lssachar had also contributed sev
eral excellent poems to the Chester County newspapers of his 
day. He attended ~:chool at Joshua Hoopes' School, in Downing
town, and he had an c xcellent solid English education of that 
time. He sang of the Brandywine thus: 

NO. IV. 

"Sweet stream, the music call5 me forth 
In en"1's dewy time: 

I .come to learn thy mellow p~,lams, 
Oh, singing Brandywine. 

'fhou bringest down the balm of flowers 
From meadows bright and green, 

Where flashing wings of joyous birds 
In sunny colors gleam. 

Thou bringest on thy siH·er waves 
. The murm~ir of the groves, 
\Vhere summer birds sing thrillingly 

Their sweet celestial lon!s. 

Thou barest on those dulcet airs 
And e\'ery pleasant ,·oice, 

Till e'en this dull, cold heart of mine 
Leaps up at thy rejoice." 

Issachar Price had a keen realization of the beauties of "Soli
tude," a well-known resort jt!St south of Downingtown, along the 
banks of the Brandywine, and in the first poem in his little book, 
he thus addresses Dr. J. Stuart Leech: 

Come, come, my friend. to yon sequestered grove, 
Where· many a bird doth sing its summer love, 
And lie outstretched within the shadows cool, 
And learn a wholesome task rom Nature's hallowed school. 

The page is open under every tree, 
Broad as the heavens un'obscured and free; 
And while the breath of summer floats along, 
Our souls expanding there may learn somewhat of song. 

How dear the pleasure of a quiet hour, 
Beside some stream where blooms the woodland flower
Unseen by men and unannoyed, alone~ 
A 'devotee at Nature's ever silent throne! 

Come to that grove along the Brandywine; 
Co'me, while the Summer glories in her prime; 
While every breeze is laden down with tune 
From the soft voices, born of happy l\lay and June. 
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And thus lssachar Price sang of the "Chester Valley in 
Winter'': 

I climb the hills in winter; 
)ly path is in the snow; 

I see the Chester alley 
Lie broad and white below; 

Ah. what a change! it sic, ,>s no more 
In Summer's golden glow. 

The cosy farm house glistens; 
Its walls arc white as snow; 

And puffing locomotives 
Are steaming to and fro; 

The steed of conunerr~ heeds no storm§ 
Nor feels the Summer's glow. 

The young usurpers triumph 
Along the snowy vale; 

The lonely turnpike murmurs 
Upon the wintry gale, 

It sorrows for its vanished wains
It seems I hear the wail. 

l low swiftly. time is passing 
With courtesies uncouth! 

That age and death are coming 
It is a fact in sooth; 

But· thou, oh vale, art always young
Thou hast eternal yc,uth I 

Oh, charming Chestc·r Valley, 
I love thee all the while, 

Thy beauties ever woo me, 
My lonely hours beguile; 

T love thee in thy roi.,s of snow 
Or when thy lilies srrrile. 

It appears that there was a dancing class in Downingtown, 
and all the young ladies and g•~ntlemen in society were its mem
bers, and our poet Issachar Price printed and published a letter of 
comment and advic'! to its members. It was received at the time 
'\'\11th considerable interest, and all Downingtown laughted at its 
devemess. In 1824 Robert S. Coffin, better known by the appel
lation of "The Boston Bard," visited Downingtown, and was 
,charmed with the scenery along the Brandywine, and the hospi
tality of the people of the village. Of course, he had to write a 
poem on the Brandywine, which inspiring stream has awakened 
the gift of expression in every poet of America who has ever 
seen it. 

Zebulon Thomas' daughter opened a boarding school for 
girls in Downingtown, in the summer of 1837, and Miss Priscilla 
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Thomas, one of the ladies engaged in promoting the enterprise, 
furnishes the following references to it: 

"Mary B. Thomas and Sisters' Boarding School for Girls was 
opened in Downingtown in the summer of 183, and continued 
till 187,. The number of hoarding scholars was limited at 
twenty; the day class was never a large one, but in those forty 
years many pupils from the neighborhood attended the school. 

The course of study included, beside the usual branches of 
an English education instruction in Drawing, and in the Latin 

· and French Languages, and in ~I usic. German was ta.ught by 
a native of Germany. As years went by efforts were continuously 
made to keep the course of study abreast with the ever-rising 
educational demands, but, while the daily routine was exact, it 
was always kept in mind that the aim should not be credit marks 
but the cutivation of a real interest in intellectual pur!-uits. To 
forward this end a taste for \\"hat is best in our literature was 
carefully fostered. 

In those days our town presei1ted a pleasant usual aspect and 
the beauties of the surrounding country became well known to 
teachers and pupils in frequent excursions which gave to all 
healthful exercise while the students of Botan gathered material 
for their herbals. 

It must be remembered that those were the days of home
schools, when battledore and the game of graces were prized as 
outdoor exercises, and even in the later years of the institution 
croquet was in vogue. 

CoJleges for women were but beginning, offering high privi
leges to those intellectu,ally ambitious, such privileges as can be 
given by none but richly endcwed institutions." 

Jesse Kersey, born in York, Pennsylvania, came to Down
ingtown early in the 19th c~ntury, and distinguished himself as a 
speaker among the Society of Friends, and in 1828 delivered 
twelve (12) lectures before the Downingtown Society for the 
a~quisition and promotion of natural ~mowledge, which lectures 
were printed and distributed throughout the community. At 
that time Thomsonianism had somewhat impressed the com
munity, and there was a number of simple remedies embraced 
within an appendix to these lectures. In 1834 the Philadelphia 
and Columbia Railroad was opened for public travel through 
Downington, and on April 15th, 1835, Norristown and the Val
ley Railroad was incorporated. They constructed a railroad 
from some point on the Philadelphia and Columbia road, east of 
Brandywine Creek, to a r,oint on the Philadelphia, Germantown 
and Norristown Road. 1 his enterprise was never coniplctcd, but 
in 1850 the Chester Valley Railroad was incorporated, reviving 
a former charter, and completed the road twenty-two (22) miles 
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in length from Downingtown to Bridgeport, Montgomery Coun
ty. In 18,H, the East Brandywine and \Vayncsburg road was 
incorporat<.'d for the construction of a· railroad from Downing
town to \ Vayneshurg, now Honey brook. This road was com
pleted and opened to public travel, and has been in operation 
ever Eiincc that ti rue. .Dow11ingtown continued . its usual cour~o of 
development. 

People began to discuss the location of the Horse Shoe Road. 
Folks argued about the beginnings of roads and bridges in 
Downingtown. The Ringwalt family had come in from New 
Holland, in Lancaster County. Doctor \\Tills, Dr. Leech gave 
zest and spice to the literary ambition of the community. Down
ingtown was tired of being shackled to East Caln and a move
ment began for the incorporation of the village into a borough. 
Every newspaper in Downingtown had ceased to exist. Every 
printing office had passed out of business. The population within 
the district proposed to become a borough was about seven 
hundred (iOO) in numher. · · 

The literary society organized in the early forties had flour
ished, blossomed and in a few years had ceased to exist. The 
Hunts, Edges, the Downings, Hoopes and 'many others, includ
ing Dr. Leech, Thomas S. Ingram, Dr. \\'ills, Henry Eicholtz, 
Richard \\' ells, had been its active members and its firm sup
porters. 

As I look back across the eighteenth and nineteenth centu
ries, there is no town in Pennsylvania having more charming 
retrospect than that of Downingtown. Space does not permit 
me to discuss the olden time much further. As Charles Dickens 
observed, '"l'he interesting writer must always leave something 
for the imagination." John Quincy Adams remarks, "Posterity 
delights in details.'' Thomas Carlyle observed, "After a century 
of struggling humanity, discussion of cause and effects brings on 
ethical hysteria." I now pass to the last half-century of Down
ingtown. 



Incorporation of the Borough-The Petition-The Ac
tion of the Court-Downingtown and the 

Civil War. 

In January, 1859, the following petition was presented to 
the Court ef Quarter Sessions of Chester County, and the papers 
fo])owing tl:c petition describe the action taken thereon. 

The petitie,n of the undersigned inhabitants of the Village of Down• 
ingtown and the i:erritory adjoining thereto as hereinafter described. Being 
a majority of the freeholders residing therein, in the County of Cl1ester 
and State of Pennsy'vania. 

Respectfully ask of your Honorable Court, that the said village of 
Downingtown and t.te territory adjoining thereto, all in the township of 
East Caln, inclmkd , rithin the following bound.t: ies, to wit: Beginning in 
the midclle of the Downingtown, Ephrata and Harrisburg turnpike in a 
line of lands of Joseph Baugh and Allen W. \Vills, Esq., thence through 
lands of J oscph Baug 1 north fifty-three degrees and tif teen minutes east•, 
to a line of lands of Samuel Ringwalt, seventy-four perd1es and eight
tenths; thence the samt course, through lands of the said Samuel Ring
wait, eighteen perches ar d th•e-tenths to a walnut tree; thence north eighty 
degrees and thirty minu1es. east through land of the said 'Samuel Ringwalt 
to a lime stone, a corner of lands of Samuel Ringwalt, Joseph Baugh, 
Charles Downing and the heirs of William Downiog, deceased, fifty-two 
perches and six tenths; ~hence along the line of lands of the heirs of Will
iam Downing, deceased, and Charles Downing north eighty-eight degree, 
and thirty minutes east, s:xty-four perches and fo~r-tenths to a lime stone; 
thence the same course f trough lands of the said heirs of William Down
ing, deceased, thirteen pe1ches and one-tenth tc"J•a corner of lands of James 
Humphrey and the said heirs of William Downing, deceased, in the Brandy
wine Creek; thence the same course along th,;; line of lands of the said heirs 
of William Downing, deceased, :md James Humphrey, twenty-six perches to 
a corner in a line of lands of Samud J. Dawning; thence the same course, 
through lands of Samuel J. Downing, forty-two perches to a line of lands 
of Theresa M. Downing; thence the same course through lands of the said 
Theresa M. Downing, crossing the Li,Jn Road, one hundred and seventy
eight perches to a line of lands of Hanaah Downing; thence the same course 
through land of Hannah Downing S(:\'enteen perches to a stake (making in 
the aggregate three h1mdred and forty and five-tenths); thence through land 
of the ,said Hannah Downing south two degrees and thirty minutes east, 
thirteen perches and thirty-six hundredths to a lime stone on the north side 
of the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike road. and in a line of lands of 
Samuel Ringwalt and Ly<lia Palmatier; thence the same course, along the 
line of Samuel Ringwalt and Lydia Palmatier thirty-five perches and nine-
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tenths of a perch to a corner of Benjamin :Martin's land; thence the same 
course along the line of the said Samuel Ringwalt and Benjamin Martin 
land forty-seven and a half perches to a marble stone, a corner of David 
Shelmire's land; thence the -.ame course along the line of David Shel mire 
and Benjamin ~lartin land sixty-two perches to-a corner of land of John 
Fisler. deceased; thence the same course along the line of the said Johh 
Fisler, deceased, and Benjamin land, thirty-two and a half perches to a cor
ner of land of Joshua B. Sharpless; thence the same course along the line 
of land of said John Fisler, deceased, and Joshua Sharpless, thirteen and 
three-quarters of a perch, a corner of land of the aforesaid Joshua B. 
Sharpless; thence the same course along the line of lands of Da,·id Shel
mire and Joshua B. Sharpless, twenty-nine perches and eight-tenths to the 
middle of the Pennsyh·ania Railroad and a corner of land of William B. 
Evans; thence the same course along the line of lands of the said William 
P. Evans and Joshua B. Sharpless eleven perche!> to the north side of the 
Boot road; thence along the north side thereof south eighty-eight degrees 
&nd thirty minutes west, one hundred and eighteen perches to a stake; 
thence south two degrees cast, three perches to a stake on the south side 
of the said Boot road, thence alonl{ the south side thereof south eighty
eight degrees and thirty minutes west, one hundred and twenty perches to 
the middle of another public road, leading from Downingtown to \Vest 
Chester; thence through land of Henry Hoopes south fifty degrees west 
one hundred and sixty-six perches to a stump in the \Vest Bradford Tof.'n
ship line and a corner of the said Henry Hoopes and James Hubison's land; 
th('nce along the said \Vest Bradford Township line, south seventy-five de
gress west, one hundred and eleven perches to a stone, a corner of lands 
of Dr. John P. Edge and William B. Hoopes; thence along the line of lands 
of the said Dr. John P. Edge and William B. Hoopes north two degrees and 
thirty minutes west, forty-one perches and two-tenths to a post, a corner of 
Stephen Blatchford's land; thence the same course along the line of land 
of the said 'William B. Hoopes and Stephen Blatchford, forty perches an<! 
eight-tenths to a point near two hickory trees; thence the same course 
through land of the said William B. Hoopes one hundred and six perches 
and three tenths to a line of lands of the said William B. Hoopes and the 
aforesaid Allen \V. Wills, Esq.; thence the same course through land of the 
said Allen W. Wills, Esq., one hundred and twenty-four and a half perches 
to the place of beginning. Containing about seven hundred and sixty acres 
of land, "R,•1, t,_; the magnet bearing, variation of the compass, four degrees 
and thirty mi,rntes west" a plot or draft, whereof is hereto annexed, shall 
be erected into and incorporated as a borough to be called the Boroullh of 
Downingtown in accordance with the Acts of General Assembly of the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania in such case made and provided. 

Downingtown, January the twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred 
and fif t)'•nine. 

Petitioners names : 
Samuel Ringwalt 
Jame& Lockart 
Lebuton Thomas 
Elizabeth Gray 
Charles Lcigler 
Ann Walker 
Israel Thomas 
Jacob Sharpless 
Mary D. Sharpless, per order. 
John Webster 
Richard Webb 

Isaac Webster 
Daniel KelJy 
Oliver Hawks 
Mary B. Thoma& 
John P, Edge 
Wm. Edge 
Mary Ayars 
Wilham Rogers 
Alfred Goodwin Compton 
Allen W. Wills 
EcJwin W. Hoster 
Joshua Walton 
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Robert D. Moore Samuel Black 
Webster F. Hilton Henry Euhotts 
W ebstcr F. Hilton Stephen Blatchford 
Prest. Board Francis I. Hull 
Brandywine Lodge David Shelmirc 
1. 0. of 0. F. James Harboon 
I. P. Baugh John 1\IcGraw 
James Humphrey • Jonathan C. Baldwin 

his Sarah Cornoy 
Patrick X Daily Jos. M. Downing 

mark John Baldwin 
Adam Fullerton. Andrew Cox 
Richard D. Webb Sarah A. Walton 
Isaac 'Webster James Bennett Chymoweth 
Daniel Kelly Theodore B. Rambo 

his Silas D. Y crkes 
Olh•er X Hawks Evans Thornbury 

mark Joseph Baugh 
\Vm. P. Walkinshaw .M. I. Baugh 
Sarah M. Sonders S. E. Shelmirc 
Elizabeth Corbie Chas. Downing. 

To the Honorable Judges of the Court of Quarter Sessions of Chester County: 
\Ve, the undersigned, being a majority of the Grand Jury of Chest(•r 

County for the January Term, A. D. 1859, respectfully certify to your Hon
orable Court that after a full investigation of the case contained in the with
in---application for the Incorporation of the Village of Downingtow:1 
into a Borough, we find that the conditions prescribed by the Acts of the Gen
eral Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl\'ania in such case made and 
provided hm·c hecn complied w1th, and that we believe that it is expedient t() 
grant the prayer of the petitioners: 

M. B. Hic
0

kman 
Wm. Davis 
J. M. Beale 
Abel Reese 
Stephen Snare 
Josiah Hoopes 
Alexander Stephens 
Dav.id Shields 
Isaiah Knauer 
Isaac M. Anderson 
Isaac Meredith 

John B. Tem,le 
Wm. Patterson 
Moses M. Binder 
W .. shing!on Yearsley 
Taylor Pierce 
Jesse A. Strickland 
Abner Davis, Jr 
Joshua Hallowell 
Joseph Kimes 
William Hurton. 

DECREE INCORPORATING THE BOROUGH OF DOWNINGTOWN, 
l\fav 12th, 18.59, fiJed 

In the Court of Quarter Sessions 
of Chester County. 

In the matter of the application for 
the Incorporation of the Borough of Downingtown. Wherea3, the petition 
of divers Inhabitants of the Village of Downingtown having been presented 
in due form to said Court at January Sessions, 1859, praying that the said 
Village and the Territory particularly de&cribed in said Petition and the plot 
or draft thereof thereto annexed should be erected into and Incorporated as a 
Borough by the name, style and title of "The Borough of Downingtown''; 
And the said application or Petition having been regularly laid hefore the 
Grand Jury of s~id County when in Session of the said January Term of 
said Court, that the said Grand Jury after a full investigation of the case 
having found that the conr!itions prescribed by the various Acts of the Gen-
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era! A!isembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania relating to Boroughs 
have been complied with, and that they, the said Grand Jury, believed that ii. 
was ~xpcdient to grant the prayer of the petitioners, And the said Grand 
Jury having certified the same to the Court according to law, which cer
tificate was duly entered of Record. 

And now, to wit: ?\lay 12th, 1859, The judgment of the Grand Jury 
aforesaid is approved by the said Court, a1,d it is ordered and decreed that 
the saicl petition and this decree be Recorded in the Recorder's Office of 
Chester County. 

And from thenceforth the said Village and Territory adjoining thereto, the 
boundarks thereof to be the same as described and set forth in the said peti
tion a1:d plot of draft thereof thereunto annexed, shall be deemed an In
corporated Borough by the name, style and title of "The Borough of Down
ingtown,'' and shall be entitled to the se\'eral rights, privileges and immun:
ties conferred by the Yarious Act5t of the General Assembly of the Common
wealth of Pennsylvania relating to Boroughs: And that the said Borough be 
a separate and independent Election District, the Election to be held at the 
Public House known as Swan Tavern, now occupied by Joseph P. Tucker, in 
said Borough, and also a separate and independent School District. 
· The time for holding the annual Borough Election of said Borough sha!I 
be the la1,t Tuesday preceding the third Friday in :\larch in each and c,•ery 
year (except the year 1859) ·between the hours of eight o'clock A. i\I. and 
six o'clock P . .M. of said days. The said Elections to be held at the Public 
House aforesaid, now occupied by Joseph P. Tucker, in said Borough, until 
otherwise ordered by the Court: The first Election to be held on Saturday, 
the twenty-eighth day of May, A. D. 1859, between the hours of eight o'clock 
A. 1\1. and six o'clock P. M. of sai<l day: And Samuel Ringwalt is appointed 
to ~ive public notice thereof by &ix or more printed or written advertisements 
aRixed at as many of the most public places in said Borough at least ten days 
preceding said Election; and Morgan L. Reese is appointed Jddge and John 
S. Mullin and James Lockart Inspectors to hold the said first Election. 

After the Court had taken into its consideration the applica
tion for the incorporation, and had made its decree, the proceed
ings had therein were recorded in Recorder's Office of Chester 
County, and as duly set forth, constituted the Charter of the 
Borough of Downingtown, and said Charter is herewith printed: 

CHARTER & At a Court of Quarter Sessions of the 
Exemplification of Record. Peace held at West Chester, in and 

The Court &c., for said County the 12th day of May 
. to A. D. 1859, before the Honorable 

The Borough of Downingtown. Townsend Haines President and Wit-
CHESTER COUNTY, ss: ham WoJlerton and Robert Parke, es-

. quires associates, Judges of said Court. 
In the matter of the incorporation of the Borough of DowningtO\Xll whereas 
on the Fourth day of February, A. D. 1859, at a Sessions of the said Court 
the petition of Sundry inhabitants of the Village of Downingtown in the 
Township of East Caln in the said County of Chester, was presented Setting 
forth that they desire that the said village of Downingtown and the Terri• 
tory adjoining thereto, all in the tow.nship of East Caln included within the 
followi11g boundaries to wit: 

[Then follows the boundaries as already given in the petition.] 
CONTAINING about seven hundred and sixty acres of land run to 

magnet bearing variation of the Compass four degrees and thirty minutes 
west of a plot or draft of which was thereto annexed and praying the Court 
that the same should be erected into and Incorporated into a Borough to be 
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<:ailed The Borough of Downingtown in accordance with the acts of Gcner.11 
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in such case made and 
provided--: CERTIFICATE OF GRAND INQUEST, To the Honorable, 
the J 11dges of the Court of Quarter Sessions of Chester County, we the 
undersigned being a majority of the Grand Jury of Chester County for th<
January Term A. D. 1859. Respectfully Certify to your Honorable Court 
that after a full investigation of the Case Contained in the within application 
for the Incorporation of the Village of Downingtown into a Borough, we find 

. that the Conditions prescribed by the acts of the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in such Ca~e made and provided have been 
Complied with and that we belie,·e it is Expedient to grant the prayer of the 
petitioners. 

:\Iarshall B. Hickman 
William Davis 
J. ~I. Beale 
.--\bel Reese 
Stephen G. Snare 
Josiah Hoopes 
:\lexander Stephens 
David Shields 
Isaiah Knauer 
haac :VI. Anderson 
I ~aac ~Ieredith 

Filed February ..ith, 1859_ 

John B. 'rem pie 
\Vm. Patterson 
Moses M. Binder 
\Vashington Yearsley 
Tador Pierce 
Jt•sse A. Strickland 
Abner Dads, Jr. 
Joshua Hallowell 
Josiah Kime 
Wiiliam Huston 

In the Court of Quarter Sessions April Term A. D., 1859, Whereas 
of Chester County. tlw petition of Divers inhabitants of 
the Village of Downingtown having been presented in due form to the said 
Court at January Session.,; 1859, praying that the sai<l Village and the Ter
ritory particuh:rly described in said petition and the plot ,,. draft thereof 
anm·xcd slwuld he Erected into ancl Incorporated as a Boror~\ in the name 
of Style and title of The Borough of Downingtown, and the said application 
or petition having been regularly laid before the Grand Jury of said County 
when in Session at the said January Term of said Court and the said Gran<l 
Jury aiter a full in\'estigation oi the lease having found that the condition5 
prescribed hy the \'arious :lets of General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania relating· to Boroughs had been complied with and that the said 
Grand Jury hcJic~,·cd that it was Expedient to grant the prayer of the pe
titioners, and the said Grand Jury having Certified the rnme to the Court 
according to law. which certificate w.i.s duly entered of Record and now to' 
wit, ~Jay 12, 1859. The judgment of the Grand Jury as aforesaid is approved 
by the said Court and it is ordered and decreed that the said petition and 
this decree be recorded in the Recorder's Office of Chester Countv and from 
thence forth the said Vil1age ,md Territory adjoining thereto the· boundaric!t 
thc•reof to he the same as d•.•scribed and set forth in the !>aid petition and 
:>lot of draft thereto ,111nexccl shall he deemed an Incorporated Borough of 
:he nnme Style and title of The Borough of Downingtown, and shall be en
dtled to the sn·cral rights, privil(•gC's and immunities Confirmed by the Vari
ous acts of the Gc11cral As-.emhly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
relating to boroughs and that the said Borough be a separate and independent 
Election District the Elections in said Borough to he held at the public house 
known as Swan Tavern now occupied by Joseph P. Tucker and also a separate 
and r ndopendent School District. The time for holding the annual Borough 
Elect10ns for said Borough shall be the last Tuesday preceding the third 
Friday in March i11 each and C\'cry year Except the year 1859 Between the 
hours of 8 O'clock A. 1\r. and 6 O' clock P. M. of said d:ws the snid Elections 
to be held at the public house aforesaid now occupied by ioseph P. Tucker in 
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~aid Borough until otherwise ordered by said Court. The first Election to 
be he-Id on Saturday the 28th day of May A. D. 1859 between the hours of 
8 O'clock :\. ::\1. and 6 O'clock P. M. of said day, and Samuel Ringwalt is 
.,ppointed to gi\'e public notice thereof by six or more printed or written 
a(h·ertiscments affixed at as many of the most public places in said Borough 
at ka:;t kn days preceding said Election and ::\forgan L. Reese is appointed 
Judgt' and John S. ::\lullin and James Lochart Inspectors to hold the said 
Fir~t Election. 

From the Record. 

Recorded June 29, 1858. 

BY THE COURT. 

\Vitness my hand and the seal of the Court this 
twentieth day of l\f ay A. D., 1859. 

(Signed) Addis M. Ayers, 
(Clerk) 

(Sig11ed) E. H. Taylor, Clerk. 

Downingtown took on a new era of prosperity after her in-
corporation. 

In 1860 her population was . . . . . . . . . . . 761 
In 1870 it was ....................... 1,077 
In 1880 it was ....................... 1,480 
In 1890 it was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,920 
In 1900 it was ....................... 2,133 

In the early thirties, starting at the Hunt mansion, then oc
cupied by Joshua Hunt, a.nd coming on to the Lancaster Pike, 
the first property on the north side was. occupied by John Can
ada.; the next two by Isaac Hawley; the next was the property 
of ::\Jorgan L. Reese, at.HI on the south side were two dwelling 
properties of Thomas Edge; then coming further to the east
ward, properties of George Edge, John L. Ingram. On the south 
side of th~ road, Joseph Hunt and Morgan L. Reese. On the 
north side, some distance from the highway, was the farm house 
of Charles Downing, and the home of Samuel Mitler, Esq .. and 
on the south side, after crossing the bridge over the Brandywine,. 
were the properties of \Villiam \V. Downing and Joseph Hunt, 
?.nd on the north side properties of Benjamin Fell, Joseph R. 
Downing, \Villiam vV. Downing, and on the south side the prop
erty of Thomas Pattin, Thomas A. Parke, Jonathan Diller, and 
on the north side vV. \Vright, T. Springer, Richard Downing, 
\V. Downing's mill, and on the soutJ. side Samuel Fondersmith, 
John F. Parke. On the north side \V.illiam Downing (miller), 
-S. Bellerjean, Elizabeth Downing, l\fary \Vhelen on the south 
side. The Academy building on the north side an old brewery, 
proptrty of Samuel Hoopes, the Masonic Hall house, formerly 
occupied by Dr. Fairlamb, and on the south side, formerly the 
property of \Villiam Lent, a coppersmith, and l\lalachi Parke. 
This description of property owners along the Lancaster Pike· 
is taken from an old draft in the posses3ion of Mrs. Ella C. Rob-



71 

erts, now Ji,,ing in Downingtown, and who is a daughter of \Vil
Iiam Downing, deceased. I give it at this period of the narrative, 
so a~ to contrast the new times with the old times . 

. -\ftcr the borough had been incorporated and the Chief Bur
gess had been elected, and the Councilmen had taken their places 
of service, public improvements were at once begpn. Previous 
to that time the Road Supe1•visors of East Caln had allowed all 
kinds of sidewalks, all sorts of street gutters and every variety 
of crossing which the property owners chose to have. Although 
the assessed valuation of the property in the borough limits of 
Downingtown was equal to all the rest of the township of East 
Caln. y 1• t such had been the neglect of those in official stations· 
that the improvc1ncnt brought about by incorporation was im
mediately manifest. Street gutters were established, sidewalks 
were impro,·cd, gutters were made passable and possible, and at 
mtmerotts po.ints along the main street facilities for crossing in 
muddy weather were established. The questions of light and of 
a borough water supply as well as ordinances for the govern
ment and regulation of property and property owners were con
sidered. Downingtown had a new era of development, hut in the 
midst of all these hopeful ,·isions for the future, war clouds ap
peared ttpon the horizon. and civil war bet ween the States of the 
l'nion a pproachcd. The life of the nation was menaced. The 
pcoph' recogni7.ed the impending fact that the election of Abra
ham Lincoln meant a rehcllio11 hy the South. This critical period 
in our country's history largely obliterated party lines in Down
ingtown. ~Tany of those who had acted with the Democratic 
1mrty ,lrclined to net nny farther. ~fony of those whose Friendly 
en\'ironm< nt had instilled into their minds the doctrines of peace, 
felt and declared that the country was worth fighting for and that 
the Federal Cnion should he preserved, even if force had to be 
used for its preservation. The afternoon in April. 18(il, when the 
news was flashed all over the North that Fort Sumter had been 
fired on, and that war wai; imminent, roused the spirit of the en
'ttrc \'orth. There was a war llH'eting called at once at Dowu
ingtown, and Col. Samuel Ring-wait was at the head of the move
ment. He had been :m active and a staunch supporter of John 
Hickman, and hiul followed his course in Congress with a great 
deal of inten:st and enthusiasm, and when the sound of war's 
alarm reverberated throughout Downingtown, no man was more 
loyal nnd more determined thnn Samuel Ringwalt. At thnt time 
the population was about nine hundred (!l00) persons, and during 
the ensuing four years of bloody conflict, many persons entered 
the service of their country, and while some of them never re
turned, having yielded up their lives upon the battle field or in 
the hospital, yet quite a number survived the shock of battle and 
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the perils of the service to return to their families and their 
the perils of their service to return to their families and their 
friends. Among the soldiers who figured in this crisis, and who 
sought to perpetuate the memory of the living and dead, no man 
was more active, and more outspoken than Liberty Browne. The 
writer well remembers him, having associated with him for a 
number of years, and while he was an excellent soldier in time 
of war, he was a most distinguished citizen in the days of peace> 
It was a patriotic family. Five sons served in the army, together 
with the father. 

'l'hc Eicholtz family was, like the Ringwalts, from Lancas
ter County, and was distinguished for its patriotism. Henry 
Eicholtz, the father, was for many years landlord of the hotel, 
which was the dining resort of travelers upon the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. Both his sons served in the war of the rebellion. The 
father, Henry Eicholtz, w~s a gentleman of more than ordinary 
literary attainments. He was a great reader and a keen observ
er of pssing events. 

The following is a list of the soldiers of Downingtown in the 
Civil \Var: 

A. 
Ahn, Benjamin F. 
Ahn, Edwin T. 

B. 
Bailey, George F. 
Bailey, Reese M:. 
Bennett, James 
Burnett, James 
Burnett, Josiah 
Blatchford, Thomas 
Bailey, Thomas V. 
Blatchford, Stephen 
Bedloe, John 
Burnett, Cyrus 
Browne, Francis A. 
Bondfield, George 
Browne, George W. 
Breinar, Frederick 
Boner, Barnard 
Browne, Ellett 
Browne, Liberty 

C. 
Conway, Thomas 
Cox, David 1\L 
Caruthers, David P. 
Crisman, John 

Carberry, John ,L. 
D. 

Dallar, \;Villiam 
Dugan, :Michael 
Dowlin, Thomas 
Datlar, Charles 
Dailey, John 

E. 
Eicholtz, James 
Eicholtz, George 1\1. 

F. 
FerrelJ, John 
Foreman, George 
Ford, Peter 
Frame, Issac 
Ford, John B. 
Ford, John 
Ford, Lewis J. 
Fondersmith, George 

G. 
Garrett, Eber 
Gordon, Ja-nes R. 

1-:. 
H?ll, Joseph 
Hoffecker, Henry 
Harvey, \Villiam 



Hickman, John 
Hoopes, Henry L. 
Hickman, Daniel 
Holtsgrove, Henry 

J. 
Jones, Temple 

K. 
Keech, James 

L. 
Laird, David 
Lewis, Joel 
Lewis, Thomas 

M. 
~Julien, John 
~Jaxton, George 
Mercer, Reuben :M. 
:Mercer, Evan 
i'\Iealy, James 
MacCullough, 'fhomaf 
:i\Jonaghan, Hamilton 
l\,fercer, Richard 
Mercer, Townsend 
:i\f cClintock, James 
1"1ati.cws, George 'f. 
".Mercer, ,villiam 
•:i\I cCafferty, Enos 
:i\J oylin, Richard 

o. 
O'Neil, James 

P. 
Prke, I ssachar 

Packingham, Samuel H. 
Price, George \V. 
Peace, Alfred 

R. 
Roberts, John 
Rambo, Nathan 
Rambo, Abram 
Roberts, G. 
Ringwalt, J. E. P. 

s. 
Springer, \Villiam I. 
Smith, ,villiam H. 
Starr, Samuel 
Shelmire, Jacob 
String, Benjamin 
Skeen, Benjamin F. 
Smith, Cooper 
Skeen, Robert, Tr. 
Smith, Columbtts 
Smith, Vaughn 

'f. 
Thompson, George ,v. 
,vchstcr, ,villiam I. 
,vms, F. F. 
,vehster, Alfred 
,vilkinson, ,vmiam 
\Vills, J. Hunter 
\Vebster, ,vmiam D. 

Y. 
\' rag-er, Arthur B. 
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Downingtown Churches-Dwight Farms-Northwood 
Cemetery. 

The following brief histories of the religious organiza1Jons 
in Downingtown are given in their historical order as to age. 
They have been prepared largely by pastors and others who 
were specially interested and who had ready access to the rec
ords necessary for accuracy of detail. These histories arc giverc 
as fully as was warranted in a volume which is the record of a 
communtty and not the history of any particular organization. 

The Friends. To the Friends belong the honor of having 
first preached the Gospel in this part of Chester County. 'rheir 
Society in Downingtown was. organized in 1807; but almost a 
hundred years before they met for divine worship in Uwchlan 
and Caln townships, only a few miles distant from this place. 
vVith respet;t to the origin of Uwchlan rraecting we find the 
following statement in a "History of Delaware County/' by 
George Smith, M. D., p. 220: "At a monthly meeting held (at 
Chester) the 28th of April, H'l2, the representatives of Goshen 
Meeting 'moved the request of several Friends that live at a 
place called Youchland to have a meeting at the house of John 
Cadwalader.' • 'l'his meeting was allowed to be held every first 
and fifth days, except when a meeting is kept at James 'I'homas', 
they meeting once in six weeks with the Great Valley Friends 
at James Thomas'." 'rhe Uwchlan ftone meeting house, now 
standing at Lionville, was built in 1~'-'6. It was preceded by a 
log house, built perhaps. as early as 1715, the foundations of 
which can now be traceq. On the 16th of January, 171G, John 
\Vinchester sold a tract of land to Thomas Fell, with the fol
lowh,g reservation: "Excepting a piece of grou.nd on the side 
of the King's Road, which the said Cadwalader a11ottcd for a 
burying place, and t~ set a meeting· house for the ttse of the 
people called Quakers." The ground thus reserved is that on 
which the Uwchlan meeting house now stands. tr'he land was 
bought by John Cadwalader the year before he sold it to Thomas 
Fell, He allotted a portion to tl.1e Friends some time between 
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June and January, and it is likely they built upon it during that 
period. 

Concerning Caln, Dr: Smith sny~, p. 2:W· ·'A preparative 
meeting was called in Caln in 1716 by Concord Monthly Meet
mg." P. 2:18: "It is probable the first meeting house at Caln 
was erected in 1'2, (Dr. Michener says it was built about 1716), 
as that meeting had selected ground for said purpose upon the 
further side of the valley upon the mountain, and had secured 
the consent of Concord Monthly Meeting to proceed." The 
first meeting house at Caln was built on an acre of land bought 
of John l\lcndl nhall. The acre, with the exception of the bury-

ing ground, was snh~eqncntly sold to ,villiam Pim with the con
sent of Bradford :iVfonthly Meeting, held at Caln August HI, 
1743. A more convenient location was selected. On the 18th 
-of January, l 75!l, Richard Pik. conveyed four acres of land in 
·Caln township to Robrrt Miller and Thomas Parke in trust "for 
the benefit of the people called Quakers," on which ground the 
present Caln meeting house was built soon tl.fter. 

As to Downingtown, we found that in 1784 a meeting was 
allowed to be held on First-day afternoon during the summer 
at the school house near the corner of Lancaster and Uwchlan 
avenues, and this privilege was repeated by Uwchlan Monthly 
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~Meeting, 1785-89. In 1795 and 1798 similar meetings were 
held, an<l in 1800 an earnest effort was made to establish a per
manent meeting, but this was met with opposition. Its advo
cates persisted in their efforts and obtained an indulgence of 
holding meetings from time to time until 1806 .. --On the 22d day of 7th month (July), 1806, the toUowmg 
~ontract was n~ade for the erect10n of a Friends' meeting house 
111 East Caln, near Downingtown: 

ARTICLE of agreement made and concluded upon, by and between 
John Roberts, Samuel Downing, Jon~than Parke, John R. Thomas and 
Sam'el Baldwin, who stand legally Hppoin.ed and authoris'd Trustees for 
the Building Friends' l\1eeting-hom:e in the vicinity of Duwning's-Town of 
one part, and Peter Sheneholtr, Mason of the Township of East Caln 
and County of Chester of the other part, \Vitnesscth that for and in con
sideration of the sum of Four Shillings and three pence per perch the s'd 
Peter Sheneholts agrees to find his tenders and boards himself and his 
hands in order to Build a l\keting-house of the following Dimentions, that 
is to say the House shall be Forty feet by Thirty-fi\·e from out to out 
and all the pillars and \Vails the sd. Trustees shall deem or Judge neces
sary in or about sci. Building, the whole of the measurement shall be 
brought into what's Cal!'d Masons perch oi \Vall, and in no instance to 
edge stones less than four inches thick, or otherwise remove them by the 
Direction of one or m.)re of sci. Trustees, and completely joint and finish 
the whole of his part of sd. work in a Masterly workmanlike manner, he 
the sci. 1lason nor his hands shall not willi1igly nor dcsigningly Retard or 
hinder the Caq,cntr..r in his work, but shall pay all customary or necessary 
attontion to the le'. cling and plumbing all the timbers of sd. Building, Him
self and his hand~ shall assist in raisemg- sd. timbers, unless their own part 
of the work shmtld necessarily call them at times of raiscing-the whole 
of said Mason work (except pointing which is subject to the direction of 
sd. Trustees) sh:lll be completed within six weeks after said Trustees 
have made all necessary preparation for sd. Mason and notify'cl him thereof, 
and further J,e shall set and raise All the scaffold poles find withs and raise 
the scaffoldr, for sci. Building-The Trustees to wit John Roberts, Samuel 
Downing, Jonathan Parke, John R. Thomas and Sam'el Baldwin, do agree 
on their part to dclh1er at sci. Building at all times during the carrying 
on of sci. Work a· suflkiency of suitable Building Stones, Lime, Sand, Water, 
Scaffold, Poles, Range-poles, and putlocks, as also suitable materials for 
gang-waJrs and a suflicicncy of good scaffold Boards-sci. Trustees further 
agree that when the Seller Joic1.' arc laid to furnish sd. Peter Shcneholts 
with Forty Dollars in part 'I'oward Defraying the expense of sci. Mason 
work and other Forty Dollars when set. Building is carried to the square, 
and th.' Remaining Part of the money shall he paid when the whole of the 
Mason work is completed agreeably to contract-All unforeseen accidents 
nttd Casualities on both sides to be considered-for the true perfonuance 
of c2.ch and every of the abov~ or foregoing Co\'cnants,• the sci. parties 
bind themselves to each other in the pcnnalty of one H unclred Doll.a rs as 
witness our hands and seals this Twenty-second clay of the Seycnth ~1onth 
Anno. Domini one thousand Eight Hundred and six-180{>-
Sealed and delivered 

in presence of 
T. DOWNING 

WM. MITCHENER. 
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JUHN ROBERTS (Seal) 
S:Ul'EL R. DOWNING (Seal) 
JONATHAN PARKE (Seal) 
JOHN R. 'fHO1\l,\S (Soal) 
S.r\M'EL BALDWIN (Seal) 
PE'fER SHARNHOL1'Z (Seal) 

The -first .recorded minute we have is a request made to 
Uwchlan Monthly Meeting of Friends, held the 10th day of 1st 
month (January), 1811, by "Friends of the Downingtown ::\feet
ing for the establishing of a preparative meeting· there, which, 
after being soJidly deliberated on, is united with, which is pro
posed to be held on the 4th day (\Vcdnesday) preceding the 
first second day in each month and known by the name of 
Downingtown PreparatiYe ~I ccting; provided, the Quarterly 
1'vfceting approve said proposition, which is directed to be stated 
in our report thereto." 

At Caln Quarterly Meeting of Friends, held the •Hh day of 
2d month, 1.811, uuwchlan l\Ionthly :Mc cting report that Friends 
who compose Downingtown :\Ieeting propose for consideration 
the establishing of a preparatiYc meeting there to be held on 
the 4th day of the \veek next preceding th::· first 2d day in each 
month, and to be known· hy th~· name of Downingtown Prepara
tive Meeting, which, claiming the consideration of this meeting, 
is united with, and the time for the opening of this meeting to 
take place on the -Hh day preceding the first 2d day in the 4th 
month next." . 

At the next monthly meeting, held at. Uwchlan on the 7th 
day of 3d month, 1811, James Cockburn, John .Martin, ,vmiam 
Trimble, Isaac Jacobs and Joseph Hawley were appointed to at
tend the opening of Downingtown Preparative Meeting, which 
was first opened and held at Downingtown on the 27th day of 
3d month, 1811. . 

Meetings have been regularly held there since, some of the 
most solid and substantial families in Downingtown and Chester 
Valley being members. One of the most widely ktiO'Wll and 
eloquent resident ministers of the Society of Friends was Jesse 
Kersey, a potter by tr:idc, who lived near this meetiug house. 

Uwchlan 1\-Jonthly AJceting continues to be held at Down
ingtown, also two of the four Quarterly M ectings of Caln. 

There ;\re now 18 members, our venerable and much-beloved 
Elder Elhanan ZoDk being the head of the meeting. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church. t n looking back over 
the history of the :\J ethodist Church in Downingtown we find 
the first authentic introduction of l\Jethodism to be in the vear 
1824, at which date Henry Beohem and John vVoolston, ·two 
preachc.-rs assigned to the old Chester Circuit, held public serv-
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ices at the. house of vViJiiam \Viggins, who was converted and 
joined the Church during that year. Meetings were also held in 
private houses and in the wheelwright shop below the toll gate. 

Laborers for the Master increased in numbers, and, as the 
house of Elijah Davis (at which place services were then b~ing 
held) was found not suffici'- ntly large to hold the numerous con
verts, application was made on l\fay 5, 1832, for the use of the 
public school house; this being refused, the meetings were held 
in the wheelwright shop of ·Brother Alexander Gary. 

On June 30. 1833, a plot of ground was purchased from 
Thomas \V cbster, on Lancaster avenue, opposite where the 

' . ~ Pl , .. 

c! 11rch-11ow a scho.ol hou;-;t -stands. Two- hundred and fifty 
dollars was the price paid. On this lot was built a plain church 
building, 32 x 40 feet, at a cost of six hundred and forty-eight 
do!Jars, Richard \Vebster being the builder. 

The property was deeded to Stephen Ayers, Isaac Pauling, 
Bei1ja111in 1\-JcJJanicls, \·\'illiam Few, \ViJliam \Viggins, \Villiam 
Lent and Jacob Zcok, who constituted the first Board of tfrus
tccs. 

On November 17, 1833, the church building was finished 
aud dedicated, its membership numbering twenty-five. Jame3 
B. Ayers prcµ.chc<l the dedicatory sermon. 

In the year 18GO the building and lot was sold and a plot 
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of ground on the opposite 9r south side of Lancaster avenue 
was· purchased, upon which a much larger and more imposing 
edifice was erected. The basement of the church building was 
completed and dedicated the same year, the audience room not 
being finished until the following year. John Shields was the 
preacher in charge. 

Downingtown had been, up to this date, connected with a 
circuit and so continued until the year 1861, at which time it 
became a station, the first appointment to the station ~ring the 
Rev. D. vV. Gordon. 

Under the spiritual teachings of the eminent men appointed 
by the Bishops of the respective Conferences the wonderful 
growth of Methodism was such that it was found necessary to 
seek other and more convenient quarters, and at a meeting held 
at the house of Brother J. 'I'. Pollock, April 9, 1888, the pastor, 
Thomas Kelly, stated, "That at the recent session of the ·Quar
terly Conference tile subject of procuring ground better and 
more centrally located, suital>le for the erection of a new church 
building, was discussed, with the sugg~stion that preliminary 
steps be taken in the ma ttcr, resulting in the appointing of a 
committee comprising Brothers J. R. Gordon, J. T. Pollock and 
S. A. Bicking, who werC\ also empowered by resolution to offer 
the present church property for sale. 

On April 16 the committee reported they found the only 
available lot for church building was located on Brandywine 
avenue, opposite J. T. Pollock's house. The committee was 
instructed to purchase said lot. At a meeting of the Trustees, 
held July 30, 1888, the said committee was further instructed 
to again confer with Mr. Royer, the owner of said lot. The 
committee, in reply, stated that Mr. Royer demanded an immedi
ate answer, as other parties were negotiating for the 1ot. Draw
ings of dimensions of said lot were presented, also draft of lot 
in rear owned by T. B. Carpenter, which said T. B. Carpenter 
offered to church for one hundred dollars. On motion it was 
moved and seconded that the Board purchase the Royer and 
Carpenter lots, which was carried. At a meeting of the male 
members of the church, held August 13, 1888, h was unanimous
ly agreed that authority be given the Trustees to purchase said 
properties. · 

At a meeting of the Trustees, held September 10, 1888, 'the 
Building Committee reported that the deeds for the Royer and 
Carpenter lots were in their possession, and money paid for same. 

' At a meeting of the Trustees, held November 19, 1888, the 
Committee on Sale was instructed to sell the church property 
on Lancaster avenue to School Board for the sum of three thou
sand five hundred dollars, it being the price offered by the School . 
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Board for the same, which sale was ratified at a meeting held 
by the male members of the church on December 13, 1888. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees, held February 11, 
1889, the committee appointed to look after a place of worship 
until such times as the new church building then in contempla
tion shall have been built reported having rented Bicking Hall 
for the term of one year, commencing February 1, 1889. 

At a meeting of the Trustees, held February 15, 1889, it was 
decided that the new church building to be erected shall be of 
stone. 

The first meeting of the church after its removal to Bick
ing Hall was held ·March 11, 1889. 

At a meeting of the Trustees, held April 1, 1889, it was, upon 
motion, recommended that the purchase of an additional plot 
of ground adjoining the lot now owned by the church be made, 
with and by the sanction of the male members of the church, 
which, at a meeting held by said male members, April 15, 1889, 

• was so sanctioned. 
On June 4, 1889, plans for the erection of a new church build

ing were submitted by T. Roney Williamson, architect. On July 
27, 1889, bids for the erection of the building were received, and 
on July 31, 1889, the contract for its erection was awarded to 
G. T. Guthrie. 

On SeptemLer ?': 1889, the cornerstone of the church build
ing was laid with appropriate ceremonies, and on May 25, 1890, 
the building was dedicated to the service of Almighty God,. the 
dedicatory services being conducted by Bishop Cyrus D. Foss. 

In the year 1905 a plot of ground belonging to f. T. Pollock, 
which adjoined to the south of the church building, was pur
chased and a parsonage erected thereon, G. T. Guthrie being the 
builder. 

The present membership of the church is as fo11ows: 
Pastor, Rev. John '\V. 'I'indall. 

Communicant Members .................................. 330 
Sunday School Scholars .................................. 360 

Theo. M. Griffith, Superintendent. 
Ep\\'Ortl1 Leag11e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

C. M. Keim, President. 
Ushers' Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

John Bareford, President. 
Ladies' Aid Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

l\frs. Matilda Kurtz, President. · 
The officers of the church are: 
Trustees-John T. Ponock, S. P. Bicking, Parke Smedley, 

James R. Gordon, G. T. Guthrie, A. E. Keim, T. M. Griffith, 
S. D. \Vhite, Howard E. Laird. 
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Stewards-~I. C. Holl, H. A. Dennis, E. P. Dolby, E. H. 
Hmit, J. \V. Cummings, \V. \V. Gurtizcn, James Eppeheimer, 
\V. A. Byler, \Villiam ~[. Barrett, \\'. \V. ~Ioore, John Happer• 
sett, Charles Rambo, John Carr. 

. St. James' Parish of the Protestant EpiEcopal Church. The 
ancient Episcopal Church, plantc d in Britain in Apostolic days, 
and coming down through the ages as a sister to the Roman 
and Greek (:Ommunions, came to America with the settlers of 
Jamestown in 1607. Herc for a long period her advancement 
was slow, although scores of beautiful old cplonial churches bear 
witness to the ettorts of many of the leading men of those days 
to {lfOV!dc for the stately worship for which the Church had al
ways been noted. 

\Vhilc many landmarks of the pre-revolutionary period c xist 
around us on every f>i<k, as old St. David's, Radnor; St. Peter's, 
Great Valley; St. John's, Pequea, and others, yet the services of 
the Church were not begun in our immediate locality until very 
late. The ancestors of many of our staunchest members were 
Friends, and that fact ht part accounts for the cordial and inti
mate relations sustained between the older families of the two 
bodies to-day. 
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The first services of the Church in Downingtown were con
ducted in the early fall of 1842 by the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, 
then rector of Holy Trinity Church, \Vest Chester. The parish 
was duly organized by the election of \Vardens and Vestrymen 
at the close of a service on November 20 in that year. The fol
lowing gentlemen constituted the first Vestry: :Messrs. John 
D. Steele, John F. Parke, J. B. Moorehead, Gideon Taylor, 
Charles Pusey, Allen vV. \ViJlis, John :McKinley, J. Dutton 
Steele, Joshua Hunt, John Hunter, of \Vest Chester; Dr. Andrew 
\:Vills and Dr. J. Stuart Leech. 

The services were held for some time in the house of Dr. 
Andrew "'ills, aften,,ard owned and occupied by Dr. John P. 
Edge, and later in l\Iasonic Ha11, the building now used as a 
rectory. 

The parish was named St. James', after the Philaddphia 
parish of that name, which generously contri.buted for several 
)Cars to the support of the new work. 

The Rev. \Viltiam Augustus \\Thite, of Boston, was·· elected 
the first rector, and entered upon his ditties Advent Sunday, 
1842, the services being held in Masonic Hall. This venerable 
man long lived to enjoy the memories of a faithful rectorate in 
this community. 

It was while l\fr. vVhite was rector that the church was built. 
The cornerstone was laid June 20, 1843, the foJlowing clergymen 
being present: Rev. Messrs. Rees, Clemson, Kirke and White. 
The building was consecrated October 26, 1843, by the Rt. Rev. 
H. U. Onderdonk, D. D., then Bishop of Pennsylvania. There 
were present on that occasion the Rev. Drs. Clay and Freeman, 
and the Rev. Messrs. Morton, Buchanan, Prescott, Clemson, Col
ton, Recs, Hirst, Ridgely, Kirkc and the rector. 

It wns while Mr. \Vhite was rector also thnt the first Episcopal 
Sundny School wns started in the largo stone r0sidence of Benjamin 
Hyatt on the }iii] where the Inprovement Building now stnnds. 

Mr. \\'hitc was succeeded by the Rev. Samuel Hazelhurst, 
who entered up0n his duties in October, 1845. 

The third r~ctor was the Rev. H. Hastings Weld, who served 
the parish from 1847 to 1854. Mr. Weld was nn able and faith
ful man. Like many another clergyman, from Apostolic clays 
to the present, he was a sturdy laborer with his hands as well 
as with his brain, and there are those in the community to-day 
who worked by his side in the harvest field. He also possessed 
a facile pen, and, besides editing a monthly magazine, called 
"Th,! 1\-fentor," he frequently contributed to the current litera
ture of the day. His close relations with George W. Childs, as 
a contributor to the Public Ledger, arE commemorated in the 
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ory of Mr. \Veld. 

Upon the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the parish, 
the Rev. \Villiam Augustus \Vhite read a poem, in which the 
following reference is made to the pioneers of those early times: 

"One pastor here all hearts in union held-
The faithful priest, the gentle teacher, \V cld; 
Long years by him the precious seed was sown, 
Till plants were seen, like 'goodly cedars' grown, 
The living tokens of his earnest toil, 
The fruits of faith where grace had blest the.soil; 
And others, too, the living and the dead, 
\\'ho at God's Table broke the Sacred Bread, 
As in a pleasant picture now we sec 
H1 neath the wondrous hand of l\Iemory." 

It was while l\fr. \V cld was in charge of the parish that the 
rectory was acquired. In the year 1820 a ~Ia sonic lodge had 
bN'n formed rn thl.' village, and under its ownership the house 
now U!.-'.ed as a rectory was built. For a number of years it was 
occupied as a residence by the Rev. George Kirke, a missionary 
in this country, who did faithful work in ministering to the in
matc.-s of the alms house and the jail, and rendered other services 
wherever opportunity opened. H c died in September, lSGS, and 
was buried in the graveyard at the rear oi the church. The 
building was at one time sold to the Roman Catholic:; by Jo~hua 
lI unt, hut wr,s in their possession only a short time. 

I 11 tlw ~·ear lS;"il the property was bought by the church, 
and alterations made at ct. cost of about $1600. 

The Rev. \Villiam Porter Ray served the parish in 185G and 
185~', and was succeeded hv the Rev. P. B. Morrison, ,:vho also 
served for one year. 'l'he ·Rev. John B. Henry was rector dur
ing the five years .from 1858 to lHG:3. 

During thr rectorship of the Rev. Henjamin A. Rogers, 1863 
to 186fl, the church was enlarged and a chancel window placed 
back of the altar, the gift of the Rev. John C. Bolton, ·whose 
arti~tic skil1 is to he seen in the beautiful buildings of Holy 
Trinity Chui •~,1, \Vest Chester. 

The late Rev. Jesse Y. Burk, D. D .. become rector in June, 
186G. and for nearly four Y< ars administered the affairs of the 
parish with a wi~dom which gave promise of the great and hon
orable career which followed in his after years. 

During the rectoratc of Dr. Burk the twenty-fifth annivers
ary of the pari.sh was \':elebrated, on Monday, October 26, 1868. 
The follqwing clergymen were present: Rev. Dr. Buchanan 
(the brother of the President) c\tld the Rev. l\'1esst5. Bolton, 
Dwrborow, Lycett) Tortat, Field, Hazerhurst, \Veld, \,Vhite and 
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the rector. Letters were read from the Rev. P. B. Morrison and 
the Rev Benjamin F. Rogers. 

The Rev. \Villi am \Vhite 1\f ontgomery was minister-ht
chargc from April, 1870, to April, 1871. 

On July 1, 1871, began the rectorship of the Rev. Robert F. 
Innes, and for ten vears he labored with a devotion and success 
unsm;passed in the· history of the parish. 

During these yc.,.rs there was built a parish house, made pos
sible largely through the generosity of :Miss Susan Gorgas, of 
\Vest Chester. The rectory was also altered and improved by 
a frame addition at the rear, at the cost of about eleven hundred 
dollars. 

1 n 187'4, a borough ordinance having been passed forbiddi11g 
the burying of the dead within the borougli lin'lits, it was deemed 
advisable to secure a tract of land in Northwood Cemetery, and 
a lot was purchased and set aside, being ma~ Led by stone slabs 
bearing the name, St. James'. 

• # 

The Rev. \V. G. \.\/are became rector in 1880. During his 
pastorate further improvements were made in the rectory, and a 
pipe organ installed in the church. 

The Rev. H. Allen Griffith became rector January 1, 1885. 
It was under his oversight that the church was beautifully decor
ated in oils by a prcminent New York firm and improvements 
made in the chancel, at an expenditure of about twelve hundred 
dollars. 

The Rev. John C. Fair became rector .in 1802. Many faith
ful communicants date their interest in the church to the days 
when l\fr. Fair served the parish. After the retirement of Mr. 
Fair several clergymen officiated as occasion demanded, among 
whom were the Rev. Benjamin R. Phelps, the late Rev. James 
J. Creigh and the Rev. Norman Van Pelt Levis. 

In 1898 the Rev. Charles H. McLane came from New Eng
land to St. James' Parish. He had an attractive personality and 
a ~ell-trained mind, and universal sympathy was expressed both 
within and without the church at the time of his early death. 

• He WijS succeeded in 1904 by the Rev. Joseph H. Earp, the 
present rector. 

The roll of the laity during these sixty-five years includes 
the names of many who have been a part of the very best life 
of the community. The church has been, through her communi
cants and adherents, influential for good in many departments of 
our social, industrial and political life. Her relations with other 
religious bodies have always been cordial. Her services have 
preserved the form of a reverent and sc.-iptural worship through 
the changing years. 

Pre-eminently St. James' Church has been a home-church. 
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That is, her congregations haYe been Jarge)y composed of certain 
groups of families more or less closely related; and the affections 
of the members of these families remain true to the old church. 
This fact accounts for the many and varied memorials with which 
the House of God has been so richlr furnished. The windows 
of the church arc all memorials of those who have been staunch 
and true friends of the parish and in many cases very active 
workers. Among the memorials given during the present rector
ship-to go no further back, although to do so would make an 
interesting- story-there have been placed in the church a costly 
brass eagle lectern, a beautiful processional cross, a sil\'er box 
for the bre:id of the Holy Communion, a new silver chalice, and 
new books for the lectern, altar and prayer-desks. For a num
ber of years :rvJ r. Abner C. Baldwin considered it his Lenten privi
lc ge to interest some of the parishio~1crs and others in some gift 
to be presented ar Easter, and in this way a large number of 
beautiful and exceedingly useful furnishings were provided. It 

.. should also be noted that many specimens of exquisite ecclesi
astical needlework haYe been made by ladies of the parish or 
otherwise pr<lvided for use in the services. 

During the past year the church has been redecoratrd under 
the direction of a committee appointed by the Vestry, consisting 
of nlcssrs. \Villiam J. Sterrett, J. Hunter \Vills, Richard I. D. 
Ashbridgc and John Gilbert Mcilvaine. The chancel and aisle 
we-re handsomely carpeted by the ladies of the St. James' Guild. 
Lately a very pleasing improvement was made in the ·refurnish
ing of pew cushions, hassocks and carpets, and in the upholster
ing of all the chancel furniture, the result being a beautiful har-
mony in the church interior. · 

Plans are now being drawn up for an enlarged parish house, 
and it is hoped ere Jong to see excellent facilities provided for 
the work of the societies and guilds. 

Especial mention should be made of the faithful and capable 
work of the Primary Department of the Sunday School, which 
has been under the direction of Miss Jane E. Ringwa)t, to whose 
enterprise_ has been due also, to a considerable extent, the v~ry 
creditable activities of the Woman's Auxiliary and the Girls' 
Missionary Society. 

Among the many advanced steps taken within the last few 
years. has been the formation, in 1905, of a vested choir. The 
services of this faithful group of singers-though entirely volun
tary-have given unceasing delight to the congregation. About 
30 men and women, and girls and boys have given their time 
and musical talent to the church, and in doing so have contribut
ed not -a little, it is believed, to the elevation of the musical 
standard of the community. 
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The church has for some years been greatly indebted to 
Miss Mary D. \V ells, whose fidelity in the position of organist 
has· been a service of constant and Joving devotion. On the rare 
occa~ions of her absence from town the skilful touch of :Miss 
.Mary Edge has produced those strains which render music the 
very handmaid of worship. 

The corporate titJe of the church is "The Rector, Church 
\\Tardens and Vesfrymen of St. James' Church, Downingtown." 

The church was admittt·d into the convention of the Dio
cese of Pcnnsyl\'ania in 18,14, and since that year has been served 
by many able men in the capacity of \Vardens and Vestrymen. 
The gentlemen at present filling those offices arc as follows: 

Rector's Church \Varden, Joseph Huggins, D. D. S.; Ac~ 
counting Church \\'arden, Abiah Parke Ringwalt, who was re
cently elected for the twcnt\'-first successive term to that office; 
Secretary, Joseph S. :\shh.ridge; Xathan \Vilson, Howard E. 
Simmons and Andrew G. C. Breese. 

\Ve have not attempted in any degree to record the long 
list of names worthy of special mention in connection with the 
varied activities of the parish. Such a list would require much 
space and would perhaps be fittingly placed in a more private 
history to be circulated among those whose relations are espe
cially close to St. James'. 

No record could, howe,·er, justly omit mention of the long 
and faithful work of our old friend, Daniel Sullivan, who for 
thirty-five years ser\'ed as sexton. \,Vhen he was found dead, 
lying upon the ground, broom in hand, it became a· privilege 
especially prized by the rector and congregation to arrange a 
special memorial service in honor of this aged servant of the 
church. 

And it is a source of pleasure and pride to the congregation 
of St. James' Church that Almighty God has g.iven us the Jong 
and faithful life of Mrs. Hannah E. Baldwin, who was. confirmed 
in .1s:m, and is to-day a regular and devout recipient of the Holy 
Communion. The occasions of the rector's visits, taking to her 
room that blessed Sacrament, are among the most interesting and 
spiritually profitable experiences of his pastorate in St. James' 
Parish. 

St. Joseph's R. C. Church. For several years prior to 1851 
the Catholics of Downingtown and vicinity were obliged to at
tend l\·fass on Sunday and Holydays in the Catholic Church at 
West Chester. 

The late Father John Prendergast was ordained in June, 
1851, and was immediately appointed rector of the Catholic 
Church at \Vest Chester, then called Christ's Church, where he 
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that time Downingtown, Doc Run and Parkesburg, in Chester 
County, and Drumore, in Lancaster County, were missions. at
tached to \Vest Chester and were attended by Father Prender
gast alternately. St. Agnes' Church, \Vest Chester, at that time 
was 11ot what it is to-day, a flourishing and prosperous parish. 
The congregation was small, the missions poor, the church a 
small aff; '.r and the services few and far between. One of the 
missions was about fort v miles distant from \Vest Chester. 

The first mass said in the immediate neighborhood of Down
imrtown. as nca r as can he ascertained. was said in the old ware
h~~1::-:e at Gallaghcrvillc, which has since been torn down. Father 

Fox, the celebrant of the mass, who was on a visit to Philadel
phia from the Southern States, came out to Gallagherville to 
administer the Sacraments to a sick person. 'rhe mode of travel 
in those days was such that Father Fox was obliged to remain 
over night and return to the city the next morning. This was 
about the year 1844. 

The first mass celebrated within the present limits of the 
borough was said in the south side of the double stone house 
situakd at the corner of Bradford and Viaduct avenues, now 
owned by Mrs. Mary E. Hoopes. This house was at that time 
occupied hy the late l\fichael McFadden, and the few Catholics 
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of the neighborhood assembled there once a month to hear mass. 
This custom continued until Mr. McFadden built the hotel which 
stood on the site of the present passenger station of the PennsyJ-

'\'ania Railroad Company. The third floor of this building was 
used for that purpose until the church ,vas built. 

Soon after Father Prendcrgast's appointment to \\1 est Ches
ter he commenced the erection of a church in Downingtown,- the 
cornerstone of which was laid in September, 1851, and dedicated 
in June of the following year. In 1855 Parkesburg, Doe Run 
and Drumore were detached from \Vest Chester and made a 
~cparatc parish; Downingtown, still remaining a mission, was 
attended from \Vest Chester. 

1 n the summer of 18G!l St. Joseph's Church was enlarged 
and remoddecl and was rededicated in November of the same 
year. 

The church under its present rector, the Reverend James 
O'Reilly, has since been very much improved both in its interior 
and exterior appearance; it has now a beautiful sanctuary, new 
altars, handsome frescoes, costly statuary and many other needed 
improvements which make it very attractive to its numerous 
worshippers. The sweet-toned bell in the tower was presented 
by :Mr. :Michael Murphy, of Milford Mills. :Mr. ·Murphy and his 
family have been generous contributors to the church. The 
[Jea utiful side altars were donated by Mrs. l\I. :i\I urphy. 

The fourteen Stations of the Cross which adorn the interior 
waJls of the church were donated by various members of the 
congregation. . 

The missions now attached to St. Joseph's are St. Mary's, at 
Lancaster pike and Ship road, and St. Thomas' Church, at 
Reilly's Banks. 'fhese churches are now attended from Down
iugtown every Sunday and Holyday. 

'fhe foJlowing are the names of the rectors who have had 
charge of St. Joseph's Parish since its formation: 

Rev. John. Prendergast, Rev. Nicholas A. Bowden, Rev. 
James F. Maginn, Rev. Thomas Toner, Rev. John J. McAnany, 
Rev. James O'Reilly. . 

Father O'Reilly, the present rector, was appointed July 25, 
1894. . 

The folJowing priests have at various times assisted and 
officiated in St. Joseph's Church: 

Rev. J. Bridgeman, Rev. J. P. Moroney, Rev. J. J. Mooney, 
Rev. J. Fetigan, 0. S. A.; Rev. M. T. Lawler, Rev. 1\1. M. O'Far
rell, Rev. M. McEvoy, 0. S. A.; Rev. E. J. Vandergrift, Rev. 
John Loughran, Rev. Peter Ryan, Rev. W. A. Carr, 0. S. A.; 
Rev. M. J. Crane, Rev. R. F. Harris, 0. S. A.; Rev. James B. 
Leonard, 0. S. A.; Rev. Joseph A. Kelly, Rev. J. P. Leahy, Rev. 
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D. I. '.McGettigan, Rev. John E. Bradley, Rev. Joseph L. \Volfe, 
Rev. N. J. Vasey, 0. S. A.; Rev. Joseph F. Nagle, Rev. Joseph 
L. O'Conner, Rev. Henry S. Hasson, Rev. Francis \Vard, Rev. 
Joseph Campbell, Rev. R. P. Tobin, Rev. James A. ~IcHugh, 
Rev. Thomas ~I. Carey, Rev. nl. J. Gorman, Rev. Francis X. 
\Vastl, Rev. i\l. i\I. Doj°•le, Rev. \Viiliam Grace, Rev. Thomas F. 
Tobin, Rev. \Villiam V. nicLoughlin, Rev. P. F. Fleming, Rev. 
D. A. Corbett, Rev. Joseph ?-.I. ~1cShain, Rev. James J. Dean, 
0. S. A.; Rev. J. J. Bowles, 0. S. A.; Rev. John Donovan, Rev. 
J. A. Burgess, Re,·. John :\f artin. th~ pre sent assistant. 

In 18,2 ground was purchased in \Vest Bradford township 
for a new cemetery, to which nearly all the bodies interred in the 
old cemetery near the church have since been removed. In 1882 
the pre sent rectory was built and the old parochial residence, 
which stood on the south side of the lot, was torn down. 

In 1896 Father O'Reilly improved the new cemetery; he 
had the ground resurveyed and laid out new drives and avenues, 
along which slrndc trees were planted. A new iron. fence was 
also erected, the gift of the late Henry Marron. 1'hese improve
ments were much needed, and the cemetery is now considered a 
very pretty place. 

On November 3, 1897, the bodies of Fathers Bowden and 
Toner were removed from the old cemetery adjoining the church 
an,i now rest in the new cemetery. After Solemn High Mass 
for the repose of their souls, the remains of the two priests were 
conveyed to thdr new resting place, there to await the final call 
to judgment. Many priests and a great crowd of people attend
ed the solemn services of reinterment. 

Since the formation of St. Joseph's Parish, 1937 persons 
have been baptized and 237 marriages performed in the church. 
The population of the parish and missions is about 1200 souls. 
The people of the parish are fairly prosperous and are thoroughly 
united; the clergy and people have always worked together in 
harmony, and in this way have done much good,_ and God has 
blessed their work. 

Almost all of the first members of this parish have bees 
<-alled to their eternal reward; they were a grand and noble race, 
faithful to their faith and its teachings. 

Mention may be here made of a few of the pioneer member's 
of St. Joseph's: John McGraw and wife, Michael McFadden 
and wife, Francis O'Neill and wife, Dennis Lyoris and wife, 
John Shields and wife, Lawrence Foy and wife, Michael Sheehy 
and wife, Patrick McPike and wife, Timothy Denny and wife, 
,villiam Ryan and wife, Miss Fannie McFadden and Miss 
Rachael Hyatt. 

The only persons now living who were members of the con-
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gregation at the time the parish was formed are Mrs. John Mc
Gra,v, }Irs. Francis O'Neill, Drnnis Lyons, ~fiss Fahnie Mc
Fadden and :Miss Rachael Hyatt. 

:\lnny and various events occur during a half century of 
time. 

Central Presbyterian Church. The beginnings of Presby
terianism in Downingtown reveal the fact that at one time there 
was a division of the Presbyterian Church into two rival bodies, 
known as the Old School and the New School Cirnrches. This 
breach occurred in urn,. owing to certain differences as to. doc
trine :md the ,iclministration of h~nc,·olences. and was happily 
healed by the Reunion in 1869. 'l'he New School Presbyterians 
\'ere the first to Jahn· in Downingtown. In 18-l:J the Rev. D. H. 
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Emerson, then pastor of the East v\'hiteland Church (Frazer), 
on the invitation of Thomas Hutchinson, a ruling elder in his 
church and a merchant of Downingtown, owning and occupying 
the store and dwelling now known as the 1\IcCaughey property, 
began occasional preaching in Downingtown. There were serv
ices in Mr. Emerson's yard in summer and also at the public 
school house, then located on the corner of Stuart and Pennsyl
veni;:i avenues. How long these services continued is not knowu. 
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In 188,5-6 the Rev \\Tilliam E. Moore, D. D., pa$tor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, \Vest Chester, preached here once a month 
in favorable wca~her. He was succeeded by the Rev. \,\'. S. 
JJrysdalc in 185(i-n,. and under him the First Presbyterian Church 
of Downingtown was organized, June 9, 185!>. In the spring of 
18(i0 the church bought a lot of Thc,nas Ingram, on Lancaster 
avenue, and there built a church. A few yc ars later, owing to a 
5pirit of dissension, the C()ngregation was dissolved and their 
house of worship was sold. For many years it was known as 
Central Hall, and is now restored to its original use as the church 
of the :Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church of Downingtown. 
The two most active spirits in this early Presbyter.ian Church 
were Gustav Heins and John Baugh. 

The Central Presbyterian Church had its origin in a prayer 
meeting held at the house of l\lrs. Ann \Yalker, on Lancaster 
avenue, in the fall of 1858, and afterwards in other houses. It 
was at first a union prayer meeting, but later became a gather
ing of Old Scbool Presbyterians. At a meeting of the Presby
tery of New Castle, held at Head of Christiana, October 2, 1860, 
1\1 r. Yerkes made a plea for preaching services, and supplies were 
granted gratuitously for six months. "M ullin's Hall," on the 
site of the store of l\fr. I. J. Dietz, on Lancaster avenue, was 
rented and services held there regularly. At the meeting of the 
Presbytery of N cw Castle, April 10, 18(il, a petition was present
ed, signed by thirty residents of Downingtown and vicinity, ask
ing that a committee be appointed to visit an.d, if the way should 
be clear, organize a church in Downingtown. The request was 
granted, and the Rev. Messrs. Latta, J. N. C. Greer and :Morri
son, and Elder William \,Vilson were appointed. As the re~ult 
of their visit the Central Presbyterian Church was duly organ
ized July 24, 1861, Messrs. David Shelmire, Silas D. Yerkes and 
Augustus J. Dowlin being ordained and installed ruling elder~, 
and John F. Vanleer, previously ordained, installed. 

The fifteen charter members of -the church were the follow
ing: David Shel mire, Mrs. Annie Elizabeth Shelmire, l\frs. Mar
garet Colten, Silas D. Yerkes and Rachel S. Yerkes, received 
from the Presbyter.ian Church of Coatesville, Pa.; John L. vVith
row, from the Presbyterian Church of Penningtonville (Atglen), 
Pa.; Miss Sarah Ann Walker, from St. James' Episcopal Church, 
Downingtown; John F. Vanleer, Mrs. Jane C. Vanleer and Joseph 
¥.'. Vanleer, fr6m l\Hddletown Presbyterian Church (Elwyn), 
Pa., and Augustus J. Dowlin, from the Forks of the Brandywine 
Presbyterian Church. Those received on examination were 
Alexander McClintock, Mrs. Eliza McClintock, William Thomp
son and Mrs. Ann Eliza Davis. The last survivor of the original 
membership in the communion of the church was Mrs. Shelmire, 
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who died January 15, Hl07'. Of those who removed from Down
ingt0.wn, the Rev. John Lindsay \Vithrow, D. D., is 'sti1l living a 
retired minister in Boston, l\Iass. 

The credit of laying the foundations of the churcl~ belongs 
to Mr. John L. \V.ithrO\\:, a Coatesville l•oy and student in the 
Prir.ceton Theological Seminary, who preac...!~ed in Downingtown 
four months, beginning about ~Jay 1, 18(il, and during whose 
period of service the church was organized. \Vhen he returned 
to his studies he recommended Mr. :Matthew N<".·;kirk, Jr., a 
licentiate of the Central Presbytery of PhihuLlphia. Mis 
first serdcc here was on the first Sunday of Seµtembcr, 1861, 
and after bc.ing heard acceptably a second Sabbath he was en
gaged as stated sttpply for six months. On March 6, 18H2, he 
received a unanimous call to the pastorate at ·a saiary of $!00, and 
was duly ordained and installed the first pastor on April 2-l, 1862. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, now the public school build
ing, on East Lancaster avenue, was courteously granted for this . . 
sef\'JCC. 

The church was incorporated in the first year of .Mr. New
kirk's pastorate, under the title of "1'he Central Presbyterian 
Church of Downingtown," he having been a member of the Cen
tral Church of Philadelphia. The charter was granted by the 
Court of Chester County, October 27, 1802, and the incor.pora
tors were Augustus J. Dowlin, John F. Vanleer, David Shelmire. 
Silas D. Yerkes, Alexander 1\kClintock, Sr., John \\Talker, Wil
liam ~Hiler, George i\Iarch and S. Stanhope Pinkerton. They 
met and organized November 21, 1862, with David Shelmirc, 
president; J. F. Vanle_er, vice president; S. · S. Pinkerton, secre
tary, and S. D. Yerkes, treasur~:r. At their first meeting the 
Board of Trustees took measures for the erection of a house of 
worship. Mr. Jacob E. Parke gave a lot 50 feet front, on La.1a
caster avenue, with a_depth of about 160 feet, and Mr. Silas D. 
Yerkes gave a piece of ground adjoining, 20 feet front and about 
160 feet deep, and Mr. Newkirk added a lot adjoi11ing on the 
south. In 1871 the Trustees purchased a piece of ground, by 
which the church property was extended to Washington avenue. 

The contract for the church was given to Thomas H. Doan. 
a stone building 40 by 60 feet with basement. Ground was brok
en in June. but the work was suddenly suspended by the enlist
ing of the workmen to repel the invasion of the State by the 
Southern army. The corner~stone was laid September 1, 1863, 
and the completed structure dedicated September 1, 1864, al
though the basement had been in use certainly as early as .May .. 
The church cost about $7000. 

After a successful pastorate of nearly seven years, ~Ir. New ... 
kirk resigned to accept a call to the North Tenth Street Presby-
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terian Church, Philadelphia, and he was released from the Down
ingtown charge on December 8, 18(l8. During his pastorate 123 
J)ersons were added to the membership of whom 60 were recei,·ed 
on examination. . 

About two months after ~Ir. Newkirk's departure the con-. 
grcgation gave a call to the Rev. John ·Rea, of Pittsburgh, and he, 
having signified his acceptance, wa!? ordained and installed as 
paslor ~Jay Ii, 18trn. After a faithful sen·ice of three years he 
was relieved at his own request April 8, 1872, in order that he 
might undertake missionary work in \Vashington Territory. 
During his pastorate ten substantial horse sheds were built at 
a cost of $-1-15. Fifty persons were added to the membership, 
twenty-three being on examination. 

The pulpit had been vacant but a brief period when a call 
was extended to the Rev. Francis T. Collier. He held the call 
for a considerable period during which he frequently supplied the 
pulpit, and having decided to accept the call, , •. · , formally in
stalled by the Presbytery of Chester, October 9, 1872. 

The Church, which had been connected w.ith the Olu School 
Presbytery of New Castle, became a member of the Presbytery 
·of Chester in the readjustment of Presbyteries and Synods con
.sequent to the Reunion of 1869. 

Including the period during which Dr. Collier was the stated 
supply of the pulpit, his ministry here exceeded sixteen years, 
or more than one-third of the life of the church to the present 
tlay. Among the most valuable assets of his· faithful ministry 
was the erection in 18?9 of the parsonage on Washington avenue. 
The lot was donated_ by l\lr. A. P. Tutton and the money for the 
erection of the building ($2300) was subscribed chiefly through 
the efforts of :Mr. \1/illiam B. Torbert. Miss Clara Downing gave 
one thousand dollars. 

During the years 1874-76 the church felt the influence of 
lhc remarkable religious awakening which was general through
out Eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, and during 
~ years the membership was greatly strengthened by the 
addition of ninety-three members on examination and twenty-six 
b)1 certificate. 

In . the year 1867 the congregation decided upon extensive 
alterations and improvements on both the interior and exterior 
of the church edifice. Circular pews were introduced and elee
tric lights. 1\1:emorial windows to Mary E. Miller and Emily 
Downing were placed in the front of the church, the pulpit plat
form and choir gallery were lowered and new furnishings pro
vided throughout. A legacy of $950 from Miss Mary E. Miller• 
was appropriated to this work and there were numerous gifts 
The cost of the improvements and furnishings was $3700 and 
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the entire amount having been subscribed the Church was re
dedicated on F ehruary rn, 1888. 

At a congregational meeting held April n, 1888, Dr. Collins 
presented a request for a dissolution of his pastoral relation to 
the Church. The affection of the• people and their devotio1~ to 
their pastor were strongly marked by the vote which showed a 
majority of only' one to accede to the request of Dr. Collier. 
Action was delayed, but the pastoral relation was finally dissolv
ed at his request by the Presbytery of Chester in session at Ken
nett Square, September 16, 1888. There was no growth in Down
ingtown during this pastvrate and the losses by removal and 
death were large, but Dr. Collier left the church in a IH aithy con
dition and with attractive church and parsonage properties. D~1r
i11g his pastorate of sixteen years there •were added 22H members 
of ,vhom Ha ,vere added 011 examination and 86 were received 
011 certificate from ~ither churches. 

The pastorate was not long vacant. On December 12, 1888, 
a unanimous call was extended to the Rev. Charles E. Craven, 
of the Presbytery of Huntingdon, and the call hadng been ac
cepted, he was duly installed as pastor by the Presbytery of Ches
ter, January 17, 1889. His resignation was presented to a con
gregational meeting held on September 10, 18!>4, and the pastoral 
relations dissolved December 12, 1894. During this pastorate 
the present pipe organ was purchased and installed; at an expense 
of about $130,0, largely contributed by Mr. and Mrs. James Ham
ilton. During this period also the peace and prosperity of the 
church were seriously disturbed by dissensions which arose at 
first concerning the place of the organ in the auditorium, but 
extended to conflicting viev,s as to the relative duties and powers 
of the session and board of trustees, resulting in the resignation 
of a number of officials and the withdrawal of a number from the 
communion of the church. Notwithstanding these unfortunate 
circumstanccJ the additions to the church membership were con
siderable, numbering in all, for the seven years of pastorate, 
eighty of which fifty-two were on examination and twe1.1ty-eight 
by certificate. · 

After the interim of nearly a year, during which the co.n
gregation extended a call to the Rev. U. F. Smiley which was 
declined, at a congregati,m meeting held June 18, 1895, a unani
mous call was extended to the Rev. John S. Helm. and having 
been accepted, he wa~ duly installed as the fifth pastor in Sep
tNhber of the same year. His pastorate extended less than a year, 
during which ten persons were received into the membership of 
the church. The resignation was presented at a congregational 
meeting held July 29, 1896. 

On December 14, 1896, the congregation extended a ~mani-
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accepted, he was duly installed the sixth pastor on February 11, 
lS!l7. After a faithful pastorate of four years l\f r. Patterson died 
Fcbruaiy 2;J, HHJl, after a lingering illness. His pastorate was 
marked by numerous impro,·ements to the church properties, in
cluding the installation of a water motor for t)1e organ, repairing 
sheds. and the pavement on the \Vashington a,·enue side of the 
church property. Thi.' additions to the church membership were 
thirty-four, of whom twenty-one were on examination. 

Again the church was vacant for a year. A call for the pas
toral services of one minister having been declined and the con
gregation having failed to unite· on any one candidate at a sec
ond congregational meeting, it was decided December 7, 1901, · 
to invite the Rev. Lew-is \\'. :Mudge, D. D., of Princeton, New 
Je:·~ey, to supply the pulpit for a series of Sabbaths. In January 
he was requested to permit his name to be presented for the pas
torate, l>ut declined as he had not been a candidate for the pulpit. 
Fir:ally he consented and at a congregational meeting held April 
12, 1B02, he was unanimously elected pastor and was installed by 
the Presbytery of Chester April 28, 1902. 

The present pastorate has therefore passed its scyenth an
niversary at this writing. During these years the old floating 
debt has been removed, extensive improvements have been made 
in the church building, an addition has been built to the parson
age and over two thousand dollars is at interest;. the nucleus of 
a fund for a n·ew church edifice. The number of additions to thP. 
clmrch have been two hundred and seventy-six, of which eighty
six have been on certificate from other churches and one hundred 
and ninety on examination. 

The present membership of the church is two hundred and 
ninety-seven exclusive of the absent .list and the reserved roll.-

The Sunday-school enrolls two himdred and two with an 
average attendance for the year of gixty-four per cent. There 
are ninety-six in the Home Department and fourteen · on the 
Cradle Roll. The oresent board of elders consists of Isaac Y. 
Ash, clerk; Eben Garrett, James Porter, Charles vV. Robinson, 
William B. Stauffer and Josiah Swank. Deacons: Herbert Ash 
and Charles B. Gantt. Church organist: !\Hss :Mary B. Garrett; 
Choir· Master, Frederick B. l\1udge; Assistant Organist, Mrs. 
William H. Carey 

The Board of Trustees is constituted of Judson Armor, pres
ident; William McClure, Jr., vice-president; James Porter, sec
retary; Joseph T. Miller, treasurer; John Dennis, Thomas Each-
111, Arthur T. Hess, J~ Harry Reed and Charles W. Wilson. . 

The officers of the Sunday-school are: James Porter, super
intendent; William B. Stauffer, assistant superintendent; Joseph 
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T. ~Iiller, secretary-treasurer; Joseph T. l\Iiller, Jr., assistant 
secretary; ~Iiss Phebe D. \Vhelen, primary superintendent; 
:i.\frs. \ Villiam P. Patterson, superintendent of the Home Depart
ment; ~Irs. James Porter, superintendent of the Cradle Roll; ).fr, 
Frederick P. ~I udgc, music conductor; :Miss Eva AJlen, pianist. 

The officers of the Christian EndeaYor Society are: S. Earl 
Stauffer, president; Carl Greth, vice-president; Miss Mary B. 
Garrett, corresponding secretary; Miss Adelaide :McCaughey, re
cording secretary, and :i.\Iiss Eva Allen, treasurer. There are 
sixty-six members. Miss Phebe D. \Vhelcn is in charge of the 
Junior Christian Endeavor with sixty-five members. 

}Irs. \Villiam R. Patterson is president of the Ladies' Mis
sionary Society. Mrs. Frank P. Miller and Mrs. Joseph T. Miller 
vice-presidents; l\liss Mary H. l\Iudge, secretary and Mrs. \\7il
liam ~Jittell, treasurer. Of the l\Iite Society, .l\Irs: \Villiam B. 
Stauffer is president, :i.\Irs. J. Harry Reed, secretary, and Miss 
Mary B. Garrett, treasurer. The Young \Voman's Club has as 
officers: .Mrs. Frank T. \Veaver, president; :Mrs. J. Harry Reed, 
vice-presidents; Mrs. Frank Parke, secretary, and l\Iiss l\Iaude 
Dixon, treasurer. Brotherhood: Evans l\1iller, president; Fred
erick P. 1\Iudge, vice-president; James Porter, secretary; S. Earl 
Stauffer, treasurer. 

First Baptist Church. Rev. E. C. Romine, Missionary of the 
Central Union Association held services in Central Hall, Sun
day, February 4, 1883. A Sunday-school began February 11. A 
church was organized March 4 with six members. A number of 
baptisms took place. Among the first members were: S. C. Bare
ford, Martin Bair, \Vm. Baldwin, Lizzie B. Glisson, J. T. Irwin 
and wife, Rebecca J. Irwin, Hannah M. Lewis, Henrietta K. 
Roberts, E. C. Romine and wife, Thura J. Temple, Temple Ram: 
ho, James Shunk and wife, Sarah 1\1. Temple, Lizzie Walley, and 
Amor \V ilkinson. 

A council from seventeen churches met April 13, 1883, and 
recognized the church. Sermon by Re,v. N. C. Naylor; hand of 
feJJowship, Rev. Wm . .D.;rrows; charge to the church, Rev. T. M. 
Guthrie; charge to the past Jr, Rev. N. B. Randall. Rev. C. H. 
Thomas preached in the morning. 

In l\1ay, 1883, the church .united with the Central Union As
sociation reporting twenty members. Mr. Romine also was sup
plying the Brandywine Church, and held some grove meetings 
at Oakland, also published a monthly paper called "The Shower.'' 

In one year's time the Sunday School had an average attend• 
ance of over a hundred. The superintend was Rev. E. C. Ro• 
rr:ine; teachers, Anna C. Ball, Annie Brown (now Downey), S. C. 
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Laura )ifercer, 1Iary T. Romine, Henrietta K. Roberts, James 
Shunk, Salinda Shunk, \Vm. H. Slanter, Sallie D. Stringfellow, 
John L. \Veldin and Lizzie \:Valley. 

On October 2<i, 188-!, Brother Romine resigned his pastorate, 
which was a source of great disappointment to the little flock. 

Hy great effort the pulpit was kept supplied for some months, 
but the church was not financially able to call a pastor, and under 
these discouraging circumstances a council was called, which re
sulted in the union of the East Brandywine and Downingtown 
churches under pastor A. 13. ).IcCurdy, of Saltillo, Pa., who en
tered upon his duties on April 1, 188~, the C. U. B. Association 
assisting with the finances. 

t_ 

The first Board of Trustees .was elected on February 26, 
1886, ;and the members of the Board were Samuel C. Bareford, 
Johri L. _\Vel!Jin, "Thomas J. Irwin, Joseph H. Johnson and. Wil
lianr Morgan (t-he last:·two named not being_ members :of the 
church); and an ·application was ·made to the Court of Chester 
County for a. cna:rter, which- was granted. -A plot- of- grou-nd 011 
the cort\cr of V.iaduct and· Lancast.er ave)rn:es; (w_h_er::e :~h.ilips' mill 
is now located), was purchased for a building site, the Berean 
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Church at \\' est Chester ha,·ing disbanded contributed $,385.50, 
and the Phoenixville Church $38.50 towards paying for the .; .. ,me, 
and gradualJy the debt was worked off. This lot was afterwards 
~old and the pres•. nt site procured, as being better suited to the 
purposes of the church. 

February ,>, 1887, Re,·. A. B. :\IcCurdy resigned his pastor
ate, to take effect :\larch 1. Supplies were again secured, and the 
church mamtained regular preaching services, and on June 5, 
of the same year, again united with East Brandywine Church in 
calling Rev. \\'alter L. :\layo, oi Hermitage, New York. In the 
summer of the following year the East Brandywine Church sev
en.cl its connection with the Downingtown Church, and about 
the same time the pastor was taken seriously ill with typhoid 
f~n~r. and the illness extending to his family, his eldest son, a 
pro_mising lad, died. The pastor did not recover his usual health 
1,mtil the following summer. During his long and tedious illness 
the pulpit was supplied by the kindness of neighboring JJastors, 
not only of the Baptist, but other denominations. 

In April, 1889, his health still continuing poor, he severed 
l1is connection with the church. These were times of trial and 
matter of disbanding was seriously considered, but the posses
sion oi the lot kept the tittle band together, and with forty mem 
bers, a determination was made to build a house of worship, and 
the faithful few, mostly women, undertook the work. 1'he ser
vices of Clarence Larkin then pastor of the Baptist Chitrch a.t 
Kennett Square, were engaged as architect, and the contract was 
giYen to G. 1'. Guthrie, of Downingtown. The corner-stone was 
laid October 9, 1890, with appropriate services. Rev. A. R. Wil
son, of Redbank, N. ]., who served the church for a short time, 
was pastor at this time. 

On November 3, 1890, a unanimous call was given to Rev. 
T. C. Brewstet. of \Vest Chester, to become our pastor, which 
was accepted, and he entered upon his new field of laLor, ·and on 
the 18th of December was ordained as a Baptist minister. On 
AprH 26, 1891, tl-.c church was dedicated, Rev. Jas. Vv. Putman, 
of Philadrlphia, making the address. The cost of the. building, 
with land and other improvements was reported as about $8400. 
Subscriptions w"re taken at the corner-stone laying, dedication, 
and other occasions which reduced the indebtedness to an amount 
that could be readily (:'.\rried, and so faithfulness, energy and per
severance won finally. In the fall of 1891 revival services were 
held in which Pastor Brewster was ably assisted by Evangelist 
George \Villiams, and the church received a great flood-tide of 
blessing, many souls being added. 

:1\Iarch 27, 1892, Pastor Brewster resigned to take effect 
l\Iarch 31st, aud on April 27th fo11owing a call was extended to 
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Rev. F. \V. Randall, of the Hepzibah Baptist Church, the same 
being accepted. He preached his first sermon on .May 1.5th fol
lowing. Under his faithful· leadership the church increased both 
materially and numerically, and an interes.t was again awakened 
at the East Brandywine Church, which had been closed for some 
years, a Sunday School being established and held in the after
nooi1, which has not since been totally aba1,doned. On August 
25, 18!>,5, Brother Randall tendered his resignation, and the little 
flock was again without an under-shepherd. After hearing sev
eral candidates, Rev. I-I. B. Garner was called to the pastorate, 
and he began his work early in the new year, 1896. During his 
four years and a half of service revivals were held, and many new 
names added to the church roll, largely from the Sunday School. 

In August, 1900, Rev. James A. Jolliffe, of Philadelphia, re
ceived and accepted a call to the pastorate, and as there was no 
emp1.y ,house 'in the neighborhood for him to occupy, it became 
evident that a great need of the church, now, was a parsonage. 
An effort was made along that line during the fall and winter, 
and the lot adjoining the church property was bought and paid 
for by the Ladies' Aid Society, but as there was opposition to the 
movement, the matter of building a parsonage was allowed to 
rest for a time. Brother Jolliffe's stay was short and on March 3, 
1901, the Rev. T. G. Eiswald, of 'Milford, Delaware, was called as 
pastor., which call was accepted, and he remained with the church 
for two years, severing his connection therewith in March, 1903t 
he accepting a call to Blossburg, Tioga County, Pennsylvania. 
April 12th of the same year a call was extended to Brother \:Vil• 
liam Grant, of Concordville, who filled the position of pastor for 
the space of six months, when he resigned, to the regret of many. 

During Brother Grant's pastorate further improvement was 
made to the church property by the laying of a granolithic pave
ment at a cost of about $200, to replace the brick walk,_ which had 
long done service. 

On December 2, following, Rev. J. A. Hodgkinson was called 
to the pastorate of the church, and on January 7, 1904, a council 
was called for his ordination, and he was set apart for the gospel 
ministry. Rev. J. A. Hodgkinson served the church on·e year, 
severing his connection therewith on December 4, 1904. Candi• 
dates were heard through the winter, which resulted in the call• 
ing of Rev. L. A. Schnering, the present pastor, whc, came upon 
the field in April, 1905. During his pastorate the neat and com· 
fortable parsonage he occupies was built, and has recently been 
papered throughout, making it a p\ca::sant home for the pastor. . 

Under the leadership of the present p2stor the church has 
taken on new life, and all departments have been growing and 
active. The Bible School has rapidly increased in numbers, new 
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·classes formed, and many of the scholars have united with the 
,church and others of the community, with newcomers to town 
have increased the church membership by about 95 additions. 

Pastor Schnering has completed a pastorate of four years, 
with continued interest and frequent additions. 

Officers-Pastor, Rev. L. A. Schuering; Clerk, Jos. H. John
son: Treasurer, Josiah Philips. 

Deacons: \V. P. Do,vney, President; R. J .. Russell, E. C. 
Lewis,- Robert iI. Lewis, Palmer Keech, E. V. Philips, S. \V. 
l\fatlack. 

Trustees: E. V. Philips, President; Jos. H. Johnson, \V. P. 
Downey, \V. H. DurncJI, E. C. Lewis, Jos. Philips. Oscar G. Dar
lington, J. \Vesley Laird, \V. C. Filkins. 

Sunday School, E. C. Lewis, s·uperintendent. ............ . 
\\'omen's Foreign l\Iissionary Circle, 1\Irs. L. A. Schnering, 

President. 
Farther Lights Missionary Circle, Mrs. R. l\L Lewis, Super-

intendent. 
Ladies' Aid Society, :Mrs. Jos. H. Johnson, President. 
Baptist Young People's Union, Mrs. l\I. S Powell, President. 
Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip, S. \V. :Matlack, Presi-

•dent. 
Board of U~hers, B. H. 1\f illard, President. 

Messiah Lutheran Church. Early in the month of Septem
ber, 1902, Rev. S. D. Daugherty, missionary superinterldent of 
the Philadelphia Conference, in company with Rev. C. R. Stream
er. th'.:n pastor of the Lutheran Church of Lionville, and H. C. 
Harman, a resident of this town, made a canvass of Downing
town. with· a view of establishing an Evangelical Lutheran 
·Church in this place. The canvass showed that there were a 
sufficient number of Lutherans in the community to warrant 
further steps in the matter. The first meeting preparatory to an 
organization was held in the Central Presbyterian Church, 011 

Sunday afternoon, September 28, 1902. The attendance was large 
and the outlook seeming to warrant it, a committee of organiza
tion was appointed, consisting of the following persons: Rev. C. 
R. ~treamcr, H. P. Harmer, John P. Noll, R. B. Parke, C. F. 
Zinn, John Cummings and Fred Runk. 

Another meeting ,,,as held October 5, when the organiza
tion committee submitted a constitution, but is adoption was de
ferred. Other meetings followed and on October 12, a Sunday 
·sch00I was organized with the folJowing officers: Supterinten• 
-dent. John P. Noll; assistant superintendent, Fred Runk; sec~ 
·retary, C. F. Zinn; treasurer, John Cummings. 
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A committee was appointed at one of the preliminary meet 4 

ings to secure a place of worship. The building known as Cen
tral Hall, located on \Vest Lancaster avenue, was offereo for sale 
about that time, and the committee purchased it for the new con
gregation about to be organized. Formal organization of the 
congregation was not effected until N'ovember "/, 1902, when the 
constitution was adopted and the organization took the name of 
:\lcssiah £,·angelical Lutheran Church. There were thirty-four 
(34) charter members and the members of the first Official 

Board elected were: Elders, H. C. Harman, C. F. Zinn, L. E.· 
Fraim, R. B. Parke. Deacons, J. P. 1':oll, J. \V. Cummings and 
Charles Dapp. 

A call was extended to the Rev. F. H. Crissman on ?:Jay 3, 
1903, to be the pastor, and the call was accepted, and regular 
~astoral administration began ·the latter part of the month.' The 
building, which had been purchased, was at this t_ime thoroughly 
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iime being dedicated with appropriate services on Sunday, Sep
tember 30, 1903. 

The congregation under the leadership of its first pastor had 
a steady and healthful growth, <luring which time a fine new 
parsonage was erected and other improv.ements made. Rev. 
Crissman severed his connection with the church about Septem
ber 1, 1906, and was succreded by the Rev. vV. H. Derr, who 
began his labors January 1, 1907, the pulpit in the interim being 
supplied. 

The congregation .at the present time is in a flourishing con
dition. The present enrollment is one hundred and fifteen (115). 
Th~ Council is composed of the following persons: Elders, H. C. 
Earman, L. E. Fraim, B. F. Fahenger; Deacons, S. A. Glauner, 
Fred Runk, C. F. Zinn. 

The Sunday School is well organi"zed with the various de
pa.rtments: Senior, Intermediate, Junior, Primary, a Home De
partment and Cradle Roll. A teachers' training class is also con
ducted. The present total enrollment is one hundred and twelve. 
'l-~,he officers are: Superintendent, Fred Runk; assistant superin
tendent, H. C. Harman; secretary, C. F. Zinn; treasurer, L. E. 
Fraim. 

The Colored Churches. There are two churches within the 
bounds of the borough that minister to the sµiritual interests of 
the negro population. The mother church is at Lindley Hill, 
without the borough limits. The reliable data cannot be obtained 
as the early records are lost, and the records possessed are im
perfectly kept. The ministers have frequently been men who 
pursued other avocations on week days for the support of t~eir 
families and changes in the pastorate have been frequent. The 
older of the two churches is the Mount Raymond Union Ameri
can l\Iethodist Episcopal Church; the younger the :Mount Pisgah 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The :Mount Raymond Union American :M. E. Chtirch, sit
uated on the corner of Stuart and Manor avenues, Downingtown, 
Pa. In the year 1874 a Sunday School was organized by Mr. 
Thomas Blackson, with 12 scholars at Rock Raymond,· in !vlr. 
Illackrnn .. s house. In 1875 a mission church was organized in 
the same house by Rev. B. T. Ruley, then stationed at Coates
ville, Pa., now Presiding Bishop of the Delaware Annual Con
ference. Kev. J. N. Gasby was sent as their pastor. Through 
hard struggie in 1876 they succeeded in purchasing the ground 
where the church stands to-day. The corner-stone was laid 
and building erected the same · year, and the trustees chosen 
were Mr. J. Hunter v\'ills, white; 1-Ir. James Hamilton, white; 
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l\Ir. Robert Skca~1, white; ~fr. Harry L. Skean; Stewards, Pen
rose B. Flowers, Thomas Blackson. Some of the original mem
bers were Priscilla Blackson. Phebe Jones, John Johnson. The 
following pastors have served the church: Rev. J. N. Gasby, Re_v. 
P. Sulvv, Rev. \V. James, Rev. \,V. H. Decker, Rev. C. H. Lewis~ 
Rev. \\f. J. Ryder, Rev. E. S. Rice, the present pastor. 

The Trustees now are J. ,\Vesley \\'ilson, John P. Taylor, 
George America, John ~liller, \Villiam Tinson, Thomas P. Flow
ers, John \V. Trowery. Stewards, Evan E. Nugent, Isaac H. 
Prowery, Alfred Hemsley, Calv~n \V. Norman, Charles \V. \Vil
son. 

Colored Mission. A union miss.ion school for colored chil
dren was started in February, 1H09, in the interests of the negro 
population of the town. 1t has met with fair success and prom
ises to bring the same encouragement and support to the existing 
colored churches, which similar enterprises have secured in other 
communities. There is an enrollment of 49 teachers and scholars. 
It is held in the Sµnday School room of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, on Sunday afternoons, but the various churches are in
terested in the work. The officers are: Rev. Charles D. l\Iudge, 
superintendent; \Villiam Standley, secretary; :Mrs. Frank P. l\Iil
ler, treasurer. A boys' club, under the direction of :Miss Katha
rine Schnering has been organized and sewing school for colored 
girls is in contemplation. 

Dwight Farms, in \\7 est Bradford Township, adjoining the 
Borough line and stretching along the wooded heights and the
valley of the Brandywine for a mile, containing 437 acres, was 
presented to The Young Men's Christian Association of Phila
delphia, in 1896, by the late Edmund Parsons Dwight, who died 
on May 24th, 1903. 

l\fr. Dwight was a prominent business man of Philadelphia 
and a well-known member of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 

The Young Men's Christian Association determined to make· 
o( this place a summer or vacation resort for working young men· 
of Philadelphia, where they could spend their summers at a small 
cost in genuine country life, under wholesome, moral and relig
ious influence. A club house, dining hall and sleeping cottages 
1:aavc been erected and the place to-day has all the attractions of 
a country club, with the added features of farm work and life. It 
has grown rapidly in success and popularity, until now more tllan 
1000 young men spend a part or whole of their vacation at 
Dwight Farms under ideal conditions. It was the first undertak
ing of the sort by any Young Men's Christian Association, and· 
to-day is much the largest and best equipped, although other· 
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great metropolitan associations are planning or carrying on sim
ilar resorts on a smaJJer scale. 

The season at Dwight Farms opens, always,. the day before 
~lemorial Day and closes one week after Labor Day, in Sep
tember. 

Northwood Cemetery Company. The proper sepulture of 
the dead appeals to the tenderest feelings of the human heart and 
"God's acre" is always a place of interest to those whose loved 
ones have gone before. The men who promoted Northwood 
Cem( tery were very fortunate in selecting an ideal location, con
venient of access and overlooking the borough of Downingtown 
and the Chester Valley. 

The company acts under a charter granted by the Courts of 
Chester County dated April 27, 1871, and controls twenty-five 
acres of land. The first interment, (John B. Boger's) was made 
November 2:3, 1871. 

The first officers were: Caleb Baldwin, pre~ident; Joseph R. 
Downing, secretary; J no. P. Edge, M. D., treasurer; J. Howard 
Downing, Geo. T. Jones, \V. S Garrett, \1/. :M•. (:)glesby, R. D. 
\Veils, J. T. Lewis. 

The present management desires to combine art and nature 
in making this sleeping .chamber of the dead appropriately beau
tiful as a tribute to the dead and an inspiration to the living who 
screk the communion which this peaceful place invites. 

A plan is now in successful operation building up a trust 
fund, the income of which is to be used for the perpetual cars of 
the lots. These funds arc deposited with the Chester County 
Trust Company as trustee and are kept separate from the general 
funos. . 

There arc two attractive entrances, a chapel, a vault and a 
lodge for the residence of the Superin.tendent. 

The present officers are: J. Hunter WiJJs, president; Thomas 
Eachers. secretary; Downingtown Bank, treasurer; A. P. Tut
ton (deceased), Joseph H. Johnson, Thomas E. Parke, l\L D., J. 
Howard Downing, John L. \:Veldin, Guyon l\HIJer, Joseph S. 
Ashhridge. 





Educational-Board of Education-Public Schools-High 
School Alumni Association-Downingtown 

Public Library 

The Public Schools of the Borough of Downingtown.-By 
a decree of the Court of General Sessions of Chester County, held 
at \Vest Chester, on the 12th day, 5th month (:\Jay), A. D. 1859, 
the village of Downingtown and certain specific lands ~djoining 
were erected into a borough, and also a s_eparate and indepen
dent school distri_ct, including three of the public schools for
merly a part of the school district. of East Caln. 

Under the same decree an election was held at the house of 
Joseph P. Tucker (the Swan Hotel), in the village, on the 28th 
day of May, for the purpose of electing persons to fill the several 
offices. · 

The following named persons were duly returned by the offi-
cers of election as having been chosen School Directors: 

Charles Downing, Allan \\!. \\Tills, three years. 
Samuel Black, Dr. John P. Edge, two years. 
Rev. Alfred G. Compton, John S. Mullin, one year. 
These gentlemen are all deceased, except Mr: J no. l\[ ullin, 

now of \Vest Chester. 
All the members of the above elected board being present at 

a meeting held at the house of-Jos. P. Tucker, Charles Downing 
was unanimously chosen president; John P. Edge secretary; and 
Allan \V. \\Tills, treasurer. Under the organization of the bor
ough the school year was to begin June 6, 1859. 

It was determined to open the schools the 29th of August, . 
18511, to continue for a term of six months, and to employ female 
teachers, r· t a salary of twenty-four dollars per month. 

The number of pupils of legal school age at this time was 
one hundred and forty-four (1-14). It was resolved to open three 
schools, two at the west and one at the cast end of the borough, 
designated as follows: No. 1, was the second story of the ~Vhite 
School House (now the old residence located near the corner of 
Pennsylvania and Stewart avenues) ; No. 2, the first story of the 
\Vhite School House; No. 3, was at the east end of the town in 
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the stom: school house ( which was located on a spot about where 
the new barn of John T. Fox now stands). 

The teachers in schools Nos. 1 and 3 we.re employed for a 
term of six months. In room No. 2, or the Primary School, for 
two months, and were to be continued thereafter at thr discre
·.tion of the Board. 
. •rhc fir:;t teachers were :\Iiss Sarah H ughcs, for Room No. 1; 
:Miss Cora Thornbury, for Room No. 2, and :Miss ~largarct Hap, 
pcrsett for Room Ko. 3. . 

The following textbooks wrrc adopted: Brown's "First Line~ 

and I n~titutes of Grammar," Sander's Series of Readers; Stod
dard's "~Iental Arithmetic, Greenleaf's "\Vritten Arithmetic," 
Davies' "Algebra" and 1Ionteith and l\,kNally's ''Geography.'' 

Thr valuation of property at this time was two hundred and 
thirteen thousand dollars ($213,000). The tax duplicates, six 
hundred and seventeen dollars and twenty-six cents ($617.26). 
Exonerations, fifteen dollars and twenty-three cents ($15.23). 

The total expenses for operating the· schools for one year 
were four hundred and twelYe dollars and fifty-two cents 
($H2.52). 
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The total attendance the first year was one hundred and 
eighteen pupils. 

There being sufficient funds on hand after paying the ex
penses for a term of 'six months, the Board decided to continue 
two of the schools for a term of two months. 

The town increased in population and wealth, and more ade
quate school accommodations were needed. Additional rooms 
were opened from time to time. The first state appropriation of 
sixty-eight dollars and forty cents ($68.40) was for the school 
year 1863. During the years 1862-63 and 64, there was constant 
turmoil in reference to increased school facilities. In the year 
1864 a lot was purchased from John E. Parke (present site of 
J. Hunter \Vills' store) and a school building was erected there
on. Two rooms were furnished. During the next few years 
matters pertaining to the schools moved along quietly. At a 
meeting held February U-, 1872, it was unanimously decided to 
build and arrange for a graded school. At a meeting held March 
7, 1872, the Board decided to purchase a lot at the corner of 
Laucaster and Viaduct a venues, and to erect thereon a two-story 
school building. The probable cost of the building, as estimated 
by the architect was :ifteen thousand dolJars ($15,000) and it 
l\'as agreed to present a petition to the electors for their signa
tures. The petition to be presented to the Court· asking for 
authority to borrow eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000). 

Later on this whole project was abandoned. On October 22, 
1812, the Board Jllet and were informed that the I tl!ititute Build
ing (now Central School Building), would be offered at puhlic 
sale on October 2a, by the assignees of Joshua Kames, and it 
was resnh·ed that the School Board purchase the building. At 
the next meeting, November H, 1872, the treasurer, Dr. John P. 
Edge. reported, "that with the approval of a majority of the Board 
he had purchased the three-story stone and mansard roof build
ing on Lancaster avenue, known as the Institute Building, for six 
thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars ($H950). 'rhe lot being 
sixty (60) feet front and extending back two hundred and twenty 
(220) feet. It was considered to be one of the most substantial 
buildings in the town, and at the price paid was acknowledged 
on all sides to have been a great bargain."-( Extract from Min-
utes.) . 

On April 8th, the Board held the first meeting in the new 
building. It was necessary to employ an architect in order to 
make the changes necessary. This was accordingly done: the 
building was remodeled, and properly furnished for school pur
poses at a cost of about eighty-one hundred dollars ($BICJO), ma?.:~ 
ing the entire cost of the building in round numbers fifteen thou
sand dollars ($15,000). 
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On July 22, 1872, Mrs. \Vorra11 was elected a teacher, at for
ty-five <lol~ars ($45) per month. She began her work in the fol
lowing autumn, and continued until the fall of 1890. ~frs. \Vor
rall's work was characterized by earnestness and efficiency, and 
she left her impress on the schools. The year 1874 marks the be
ginning of the graded schools. In July of that year the Board 
decided to grade the schools. 1'here were to be two primary 
teachers, two intermediate teachers and a principal, the latter to 
have general oversight of the schools and to teach the higher 
branches. The first principal, ~I rs. ~lary C. Rogers, was chosen 
July 21, 1874, at a salary of fifty-five dollars per month. 1'he 
State appropriation for this year was two hundred and sixteen 
dollars and -eight cents ($2Hi.08). The Board disposed of their 
"·ld school properties il;;iy 12, 1874. 

The old \·Vhite School Building, known as Schools Nos. 1 
and 3, and the building in the east end ( on site now occupied by 
\Vills' store) were sold. The first to G. C. :M. Eicholtz for one· 
thousand one hundred and thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents 
($1137.50), and the second to \:Villiam Il. Torbert for eighteen 
hundred cJollars ($1800). The proceeds of this sale were applied 
tov.,•ard liquidating the school debt, the balance of the bonded in
debtedness being $10,500. 

The following year ~I rs. Rogers was re-elected principal and 
:\Iiss Tilile McPherson was chosen as assistant principal; Mrs. 
Rogers offered her resignation on February 1, 1876, and Miss 
:\IcPherson was chosen to fi)) the position. ~Iiss McPherson 
acted as principal until August 4, 1882, when she resigned,· 
Urlder her administration the first class graduated from the High 
School. :\I iss :McPherson was a fine teacher, a woman of strong 
personality, and was highly regarded by her pupils and the com
munity, 

~iiss Ida Hawley ,vas elected and held the position until 
July 7, 1885. Miss Hawley was a fine scholar, an excellent ad
ministrator, and her work has been greatly praised. 

On her resignation :Miss l\fary Ball was elected principal 
}J.tly 7, 1885, remaining until 1887. 

Prof. J. F. Byler succeeded Miss Bell as principal. aml re
mained for three years. In July, 1800, Prof. John R. Hunsicker 
was elected principal and has remained until the present time. 
Through all these years, by the earnest and faithful services oi 
the teachers, principals and directors, the schools have steadily 
advanced. The High School is now ct'assified by the State De
partment as a High School of the first class, and an appropriation 
of fou~ hundred and fifty dollars has been received from the State 
for the High School at Downingtown for the year Hl08. \Vhen 
the appropriation for High Schools is adequate Downingtown 
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High School will receive under the present law eight hundred 
dollars. The State has realized the importance of education and 
has been generous in the matter of appropriations. Downing~ 
town's appropriation for 1908 was $3301.48. • . 

The entire enrollment for the year 1908-09 is 660. There are 
now fifteen teachers, with names and grades as follows: East 
\Vard, Primary, No. 1, Miss Mabel Chrisman; Primary, No. 2, 
:Miss Effie Davis; Primary, No. 3, n1iss Sue llylrr; Intermediate_ 
Mi:ss Hannah Bicking; Central Building, Primary, No. 1, l\liss 
Carrie ,:vanzcl; Primary, i\o. 2, 1\Iiss Ethel Mower; Primary,, 
No. a, :\Iiss Cora Irwin; Primary, No. 4, l\·1 ;ss Ethel l\fetcalf; 
Intermediate, Miss l\label \i\'ilson; First Grammar, Miss Ella 
Smith; assistant, .Miss Elizabeth Bingaman; ~lcCaughey Build
ing, Second Grammar, Mrs. Mary R. Swayne; High School, Mr. 
Stacey Peters; assistant principal, Miss Anna L. ,vhitehead; 
supervising principal, John R. Hunsicker. Board of Education
President, Dr. L. 'I'. Rremerm1rn; Se..:rctnr,v, Eoljr Garrett; Treas
urer, Nathan \Vilson; E. Vinton Philips, Theo. l\I. Griffith, 
Francis L. \\' caver. 

The ever-increasing prosperity of the school, the advances 
in its curriculum and the @c.:hol1trship evinced by the success of its 
graduates in the institutions of higher learning are due to the 
indefatigable and often self-sacrificing labors of the supervising 
principal, John R. Hunsicker, who, during the long years of his 
connection with the school, has grown steadily in the confidence 
and esteem alike of directors, pupils and citizens. 

Of the directors who comprised the first Board (185U) Mr. 
John S. Mullin is the only one now living. :Mr. Mullin took a 
very active part in school affairs for many years, and served in 
various capacities in the Boa.rd. His services were highly ap
preciated . 

. ~Ir. ~rancis O'~ eill was for twenty-six years a director. 
Durmg this long period he served faithfully. The community 
recognizes his worth. · 

:\Ir. Eber Garrett has served as a director for thirty-one 
years: He is now the secretary, and has acted in tlmt capacity 
for sixteen years. His associates in the Board recognize his 
worth and efficiency. 

New School Building. 
After mtt("h discussion and agitation for several years, it was 

decided at the February election (1909) to erect a school build
ing on the present site of the old central building, the cost not 
to exceed $60,000. 

That building is now in the process of erection. It will he 
a modern structure ( 106 x 120 feet), well furnished, properly 
heated and ventilated, a building that will be a source of pride 
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and satisfaction to the community and a healthful, cheerful home, 
where the youth of the town may in the ftiture receiYe that edu
cation and training which is the birthright of every boy and girl 
in this community .• 

Downingtown High School Alumni Association. The Alumni 
Association of the Downingtown High 3chool was organized on 
the evening of April 20, 18H-l-, at the hn.i:.c of l\Iiss Hattie ~Iiller 
(Stout) (deceased), \Vashington avenue, East Downingtown. 

The purpose of the organization was ''the promotion of the 
cause of education in the interests of our alma mater and to excite 

. and keep alive those interests in the same, to strengthen the 
bonds uniting us by social friendship and intercourse, to do all 
in our power to make our alma mater the one that we may all 
feel proud of and to be glad to say that from its walls the founda
tion of what we are or what we hope to be has been gathered." 

The first officers or the Alumni were as follows: President, 
John M. Patton; Vice President, \Villiam Johnson; Secretary 
and Treasurer, Alli.e M. Gibson: Orator, Paul Cobb; Historian, 
Hattie l\Hllcr (Stout); Essayist. Ella P. Smith. 'rhe first meet
ing took place in the High School building the Saturday after
noon before commencement, at 2.:J0 o'clock, April, 1884. Since 
this time meetings have been held annually and a great deal of 
pleasantry and good fellowship is always with us on these occa
sions. 

Every graduate of the High School is entitled to active mem
bership, and if one of our fair alumni is so fortunate a.:; ~ indulge 
in the rights of mjltrimony_ his or her partner becomes an honor
ary• member of the A!-sociation. On the occasion of our banquets 
we have with us as invited guests our Board of Directors, faculty 
of the school and the clergy of our town. The present active 
membership consists of 17:l graduates. Of this number all are 
living with the exception of nine. 

The deceased members and residences at the time of death 
are as follows: Miss Hattie Miller (Stout), California; l\Hss 
\:Villmera A. Kline, Philadelphia; :Miss Elizabeth G. Haley, 
Downingtown; Mr. Richard Silvis, Philadelphia; Miss Eleanor 
A. Ash (Perry), Downingtown; Miss Anna l\I. Morgan (Stouff), 
Thorndale; 1\Hss l\Iabel A. Davis, Downingtown; Miss Eva E. 
Cox, East Downingtown; Miss :Mary E. Moore, East Downing
town. 

We have, in addition, our honorary members, which num
ber fifty-seven, thus making a total membership of two hundred 
and thirty-five, and with our large graduating classes each year 
our number is rapidly advancing. 

The twenty-fifth annual banquet was served by the ladies 
of the Central Presbyterian Church, in their lecture room, on 
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Friday evening, April 1(,, 1900, with the largest attendance in 
the history of the Alumni. 

The officers of the Association for the year 1909 are: Presi
dent, Dr. \Vesley Barrett; Vice President, Charles F. l\1cFadden; 
Secretary, ~Iiss Elizab.cth D. vVilson; trreasurer, Mrs. Frank 
Simmons; Chairman of Arrangement Committee, Dr. D. Edgar 
Hutchison; Chairman of Program Committee, Edgar I. Griffith. 

The Downingtown Library Co. In the earlier history of the 
town a puJ>lic library was kept in the store of Jacob Edg~, on the 
site 110\v occupied by the Downing·town National Bank, and was 
patronized by a considerable number of the citizens. The 
Downingtown Library Company was org~nizcd January 2'i', 1876, 
and formally opened to the public in the present building, April 
4, 187H. The first Board of Managers consisted of Archibald 
Dick Thomas, Jacob V. Edge, Eber Garrett, \Villiam McClintock, 
Rev. Robert F. Innes, J. Hunter \\/ills, Thomas VI/. Downing. 
The officers were Archibald Dick 'l'homas, preEide.nt; Jacob 
V. Edge, vice president; J. Hunter \\Tills, treasurer; Thomas vV. 
Downing, secretary. ~Iiss Jane Thomas was appointed librarian 
1\Iay 18, 18,n, and scn·cd during the remainder of her life. 

The present managers are Thomas W. Downing, Mrs. 
George H. Fisher, ElliH Y. Drown, l\Irs; Frank P. Miller, l\Iiss 
1\fary B. D. Thomas, Joseph H. Baugh, Jacob Edge. Tl\e offi
cer~ are Thomas \V. Downing, president; Mrs. George H. Fisher. 
vice president; EIJis Y. Brown, treasurer, Jacob Edge, secretary. 
'fhc librarian is Miss Priscilla H. Thomas. 

Mr. Archibald Dick Thomas, the' first president, was largely 
instrumental in organizing the Downingtown Library, and took a 
great interest in it up to the time of his death, and it was mainly 
thro·.igh ':ti 0

, c_fforts that it was started . 
.:\ lq.:,:.cy of $500 was left to the library by the late Joshua 

Sprinb(;r,. from which fund a large number of books was- pur
chased. 

The lat~ Dr. John P. Edge, who for a number of years was 
prc~ident, took an active interest in the library and was one of 
its early managers and supporters. 

The number of volumes now on its shelves is between 2200 
and 2300, and it maintains a free reading room to the public. 

The Downingtown Choral Society was temporarily organ
ized at a called meeting of persons interested, held in the rooms 
of the' P. 0. S. of A., on January 4, 1909, and the organization 
was fully effected at a meeting held in the same place, .fanuary 
15, 1909. During the past season Uselma Clarke Smith, of Phila
delphia, ,vas conductor and Miss Beula Elston accompanist. 
The first concert of the society was given April 13, 1909, in the 
Downingtown Opera House. There are one hundred am.I three 
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members, and the officers for the past season and also for the 
ensuing year arc Frederick P. ~Judge, president; R. J. Russell, 
Jr., Yice president; A. H. Standley, treasurer; John P. Noll, sec
retary. 

II 
. 

I 

l 
' 



Downingtown Banks-Building and L(lan Asso~ia
tion. 

The Downingtown National Bank of Penna. On April l!.l, 
lSGO, there appeared the following public notice: "The citizens of 
the Borough of Downingtown and surrounding country, fayora
blc to the establishment of a Bank of Issue, Discount and De
posit, to be located at Downingtown, under the provisions of the 
General Banking Law, arc requested to meet at the Public House 
of .Joseph P. Tucker, in said Borough, on Saturday, April the 
28th, 1860, at 10 o'clock A. i\L, for the purpose of making prelim
inary arrangements-Many Citizens." 

As a result of this meeting '' The Downingtown 
Bank" was organized September :~, 1860, and commenced busi
ness ?\lay 16, 1861, with a capital of $50,000, increased in 18H3 to 
$100,000. On December 30, 18H4, it became a national bank un
der the present title, ''The Downingtown National Bank of 
Penna.'' 

The bank opened for business May 16, 1861, .in a room on 
the first floor of the Odd Fellows' Hall, opposite the Pennsyh-ania 
Railroad Station, and remained there until April 1, 1862, when it 
rcmo,·cd to the brick building on East Lancaster aYenue owned 
by Caroline R. Bremmerman and occupied by the Cohansey Glass 
Company's offices. The present building was erected in 1900 
and occupied for business from Apr.ii 1, 1901, to the present time. 

The firl't Board of Directors were Charles Downing, A~ram 
S. Ashbridgc, John P. Baugh, Jonathan C. Baldwin, John K. Esh
elman, V\1111. Rogers, David Shelmire, Samuel Rini~walt, /~llen \V. 
\Vill.s, Jacob Edge, R. D. ,vells. 

Officers: President-Charles Downing, September 3, 18U0, to 
May 3, 1863; David Shelmire, June 1, 1863, to November 23, 
18H:3; \Villiam Trimble, November 2:1, 1863, to December 19, 
181>3; \Villiam Edge, December 28, 1863, to May 2n, 1865; Jacob 
V. Edge, May 29, 1865, to March, 188H; Joseph R. Downing, 
April 4, 1889, to the present time. Cashier-Mordecai T. Ruth, 
1860 to 1863: Joseph R. Downing, 1863 to 1889; Thomas Down
ing, 1889, to date. 
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The present officers are: Joseph R. Downing, president; 
Eber Garrett, vice president and secretary; Thomas M. Down
ing, cashier, Charles Downing, assistant cashier; Everitt T. Fish
er, Ernest Smedley and Howard Baldwin, bookkeepers. The 
Board of Directors consists. of Joseph R .. Downing, Jacob V 
Edge, Eber Garrett, \Villiam Marshall, Thomas E. Parke, Jesse 
H. Roberts, \Villiam 'I'. Smedley, Charles T. Thomas and James 
\Vagenseller. 

Report of condition, April 28, 1909: 

RESOURCES 
Loans and Discounts ................. $248,088.21 
( h-erclrafts secured and unsecured . . . . . . :l81>.45 
l~. S. Bonds to secure circulatiLm ........ 100,000.00 
Premiums 011 U. S. Bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . -!,0H8.00 
Bonds, securities, etc .................. 23·1.~ 21.GG 
Hanking house, furniture and fixtures . . 12,000.00 
Due from ?\ ational Banks, ( not rcscn·c 

agents) ......................... . 
Due from approYed reserve agent:-- .. , .. 
Checks and other cash it~ms .......... . 
~otcs of other ~ational Banks ........ . 
Fractional paper currency, nickels and 

cc11ts ............................ . 
Lawful ~lone,, Reserve in Bank, viz: 

Specie . :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,0~11.20 
Legal tender notes . . . . . . . l,·100.00 

Redemption fund with U. S. Treasurer 
( ;'i1/ci of circulation) .............. . 

1.072.fl.5 
18,-l00.:J0 

7H.05 
!il0.00 

ao1.5ri 

l!>,-1-11 ,20 

:,,000.00 

Total ........................... $G-l-l,0131A 1 
LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock paid in ................. $100,000.00 
Surplus fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,000.00 
LTnctivicled profits, less expenses and 

taxes paid ...................... . 
National Bank Notes outstanding ..... . 
Due to other National Banks ......... . 
Individual deposits subject to check .. . 
Demand certificates of deposit ....... . 
Cashier's checks outstanding ......... . 

28,125.88 
100,000.00 

7,601.'flG 
30,5.2-13.12 

2,035.05 
1,orrn.➔ o 

Total ........................... $64-!,061.41 

The Grange National Bank of Chester Co. This young and 
enterprising banking institution wiu1 organized March 7, 1907, 
with a capital stock of $100,000. During the period awaiting the 
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purchase of a site and the erection of a building, business was 
c~nducted in \Vest Chester, Mr. \V. E. Baldwin acting as trustee. 
The handsome structure on East Lancaster a venue now occupied 
was opened January 14, Hl08. 'fhe officers are as follows: Jos. 
T. Miller, president;• F. P. \Villets, vice president; J. Hastings 
\,Vhiteside, vice president; :i\I. S. Broadt, cashier; \V. E. Baldwin, 
assistant cashier. The Board of Directors are: Robert Cook, 
Jos. T. Milkr, J. Hastings \Vhitcside, Ames Barnard; F. P. \Vil
lets, Dr. Arnold, Hon. John Gyger, Clarence B. Hope, Penrose 
Larkin. \V. Irwin Pollock, John G. McHenry, George Kerr, Jr., 
E. J. Young, ~Iorris T. \Vood, John Barr. 

Report of condition April 28, 1909. 
RESOURCES. 

Loans and discounts .................. $114,060.8~ 
Overdrafts, secured and unsecured . . . . . 99.8"1 
U. S. Bonds, to secure circulation . . . . . . 50,000.00 
Premiums oi1 U. S. Bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,750.00 
Bonds, securities, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,098.88 
Banking house, furniture and fixtures . . 28,500.00 
Due from National Banks ( not reserve 

agents) ......................... . 
Due from approved reserve agents ..... . 
Notes of other National Banks ...... . 
Checks and other cash items .......... . 
Fractional paper currency, nickels and 

cc11ts . , , , . , ...... , , , , , , ..... , , .. . 
Lawful money reserve in bank, viz.: 

Specie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 811.20 
Legal Tender notes . . . . . . 2,750.00 

Redemption fund with U. S. Treasurer 

71.66 
, 6,190.00 

870.00 
169.46 

45.13 

3,561.20 

(5·% of circulation) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500.0_0 

Total ....................... , .... $257,917.01 
LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock paid .in .. · ............... $100,000.00 
Surplus.fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 
Undivided profits, less expenses and 

taxes paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,982.67 
National Bank notes outstanding . . . . . . . 50,000.00 
Due to other National Banks . . . . . . . . . . ,900.98 
Individual deposits subject to check , . . . 69,575.61 
Demand certificate of deposit . . . . . . . . . . 20,957.75 
Cashier's checks outstanding ....... , .. , 500.00 

Total ............................ $257,917.01 
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Building and Loan Associations. The history of Downing
town would be incomplete, without at least a brief account of the 
various building and loan associations that ha,·e from time to 
time existed within her borders and contributed to her growth. 

The Progress Building and Loan Association. The first 
building and loan association that was ever established in Down
ingtown was known as the Progress Building and Loan Associa
tion. The. first meeting for its organ'zation was held November 
21st, 181i8, which was about nine ye.i.rs after the incorporation 
of the borough. Trmplc Jones presided at this meeting. James 
Good acted as secretary and Richard D. \V ells was made treas
urer. James Good prc~ented a constitution for the proposed as
sociation, and on motion of Richard D. \Velis it was adopted. 
James Good was also appointed a committee to take the necessary 
steps to procure a charter. Another meeting was held a week 
later, prcsidccl m·er by Richard D. \,V ells. At this meeting a com
mitt, e was appo'it1ted to solicit sub3criptions of stock, composed 
of \\'illiam Calhoun, John :McCune, James Good, James E. Cox, 
\Villiam Clark, Peter l\Ic.Anulla, Downing \V ebster, Elisha \Veb
ster, Thomas Binns, James McClintock, James l\IcCune and 
R. D. \V ells. The charter wa!? grantul January 28th, 1869, and 
at a meeting lJeld January :10th, a permanent organization was 
effected by the election of \Villiam McClintock, president; John 
S. Mullin, vice president; James Good, secretary; Richard D. 
Wells, treasurer. 'rhe other members of the Board of Directors 
were Isaac \Vebster, Richard l\l. Bold ridge, Joseph R. Downing, 
George C. l\f. Eicholtz, David Ivl. Cox, Thomas S. Ingram, Jacob 
Fondcrsmith, James E. Cox, Jesse B. Dunwoody, and Thomas 
S. Binns. At the following meeting of the Board of Directors 
James Good resigned as secretary, and Joseph R. Downing was, 
at a subsequent meeting, elected to take his place. \Villiam· 
McClintock continued to serve as president during the entire 
period of the existence of the association. Joseph R. Downing 
served as secretary until luly, 1876, when he was succeeded by J. 
Hunter Wills, at which ttme Richard D.'\\7ells was succeeded by 
Joseph R. Downing as treasurer; with this exception there was 
no further change in the officers. Naturally, however, there 
were numerous changes in the Board -0£ Managers of which the 
scope of this article cannot enumerate. In the earlier history of 
the association loans were made at a premium ranging from 18% 
to 30%, the first loan ever made having Lrou,rht the price last 
named. Later in the history o! the asBociatkn, however, thete 
were loans made without premium. 

The association was what is terme,i a single series associa
tion. These kind all start ou\· well, h~t after the borrowers are 
supplied, there are no new me11ibe, s coming in, and the money 



of the stockholders, who an. in for the investment, accumulates 
and fails to earn dividends. L1 order to relieve this condition it 
was decided to wind up the affa;rs of the association, which was 
done in May, 187'9, at which tim~ the stock had accumulated a 
Yalue of about $170 per share. \Vith this adjustment of the bus
iness, the first building and loan association ever established iu 
Downingtown p;tsscd into history. Before this association had 
wound up its affairs, however, another association had been oi:-
ganizccl, and the charter had been gratitcd to it April :30, 1814. 
The name of this association was The Downingtown Building 
and Loan Association. The application for the charter was 
signed by George C. ~f. Eicholtz, D .~I. Cox, trhos. E. Parke, \V. 
F. :\[cCaughcy, Thos. S. Parke, L. J. Baldwin, Jesse H. Roberts, 
B. :F'. Lewi~, H. D. \Vells, 8. B. Buchannn, ,J. B. Criswell, John R. 
Johnson, Chas. L. \\'ells, Charles Downing, James R. Gordon, 
Chas. A. King, J. A. ~IcCaughey. The officers seem to have 
been: J csse H. Roberts, president; \VilJiam i\fcClintock, secre., 
tarr: Richard D. \V ells, treasurer. Thus it will be seen that some 
of the members of the Progress Building and Loan Association 
were active, as well, in !his later association. lt, like its prcdeces• 
sor, was a single series association, and after flourishing for a 
time, met the same fate, hy disbanding heforc it matured its stock. 
There seems to be no record of the charter of this association ever 
having been recorded, although the decree of the Court requires 
such action to be taken before they are leg-ally quaJificd to trans
act business. 'I'hey assumed all the functions of a building and 
Joan association, however, by making loans, taking mortgages, 
foreclosing the same, taking and making title to real estate. No 
one seems to know what became of !he books of this association, 
but from what can be gathered from the records of the Recorder's 
Office they ceased to do business about March 30th, 1882. 

About five years after the closing up of the affairs of the last 
named association another association sprang into existence under 
the name of the Brandywine Building and Loan Association. 

Instead' of being a sjnglc series association, this was what 
may be termed a perpetual association, with the privilege ~o issue 
a new series as often as the management may think necessary. 
The history of the origin of this association perhaps can not be 
better set forth than by incorporating herein the minutes of the 
first meeting, which are as follows: . 

. . . - _:. . "Downingtqwn,. P~.,June 7th. 1887 ... 
'. .. '!:f>ursuant to i .caJJ published>in th~ Chester Coitnty Archive 

_and .. Do'Yningtown :!Review, a large .t~i.tmber of citizet}~ of .the 
bor.oug~ of Downingtown .and vicinity met in.Odd Fello~s'. ~all 
on Tuesday evening, June ?'th, ,1887, fo~ the pu·rppse · .of. taking 
action toward organizing a buildh1g and loan association; ·The 
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meeting was called to order by Joseph H. Johnson, and upon sun
dry motions, R. D. \\'ells was made chairman, and Joseph H. 
Johnson secretary. l\fr. \\'··lls, .~pon taking the chair, stated the 
object of the meeting. The books were then opened for subscrip
tion, when 3H4 ~hares of the stock were taken. On motion a 
committee of twelve, six from each ward, were appointed to so
licit subscriptions to the stock. The motion prevailed and the 
following named gentlemen were appointed by the chair: 
EAST \V ARD- \VEST vV ARD-

J. Hunter \Vills, Jesse H. Roberts, 
John L. \Veldin, Robert l\lcGraw, 
John T. Fox, Howard B. Sides, 
Dr. \\Tm. H. l\'latlack, Dr. L. T. Bremerman, 
Charles G. Hess, Isaac Y. Ash, 
\Vm. H. Broschar.d. G. C. l\I. Eicholz. 
"On motion the name of Thomas Pedrick was added to the 

committee. On motion it was agreed that the above-named gen
tlemen be a committee on permanent organization and be in
structed to take immediate action toward the procuring of a 
charter. On motion it was agreed that this meeting adjourn to 
R1aet in this room June 21st, at 8 o'clock P. l\I." 

At the meeting of June 21st the committee reported that 
there had been about 800 shares of stock subscribed. They also 
recommended the following organ:zation for the association: For 
president, J. Hunter \\'ills; vice president, Jesse H. Roberts; sec
retary, Jos. H. Johnson; treasurer, H. B. Sides; the other Direc
tors being named as follows: Joseph Beale, John T. Fox, G. C. 
M. Eicholtz, Dr. Thomas E. Parke, D. Morgan Cox, Thomas 
Pedrick, ,vm. H. Broschard, Charles G. Hess and John i:fcGraw, 
all of whom were daly elected. 

A constitution was drafted by a committee appointed for the 
purpose, and formally adopted at a meeting held June 21st, 1887. 
The newly elected Board of Directors prepared the by-laws, and 
they were adopted at a meeting held July 11th. The third Mon
day evening in each month was set for the meeting night, and 
the Council Chamber in the old Masonic Hall was rented for the 
use of the association. 

They continued to meet at this place until April 8th, 1892, at 
which time the ~. f asonic Hall building was burned, after which 
they removed to Alert Fire Company's hall, where they remained 
until July, 1902, when they removed to the office of the secretary, 
No. 66 West Lancaster avenue, where they have remained since. 
The first meeting for the reception of dues was held July 18, 1887, 
the receipts of which meeting amounted to $1089.21. This money 
was sold at tht! same meeting at 1 o/o prt-mium and was used in 
the erection of a house on Brandywine avenue. 
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At the August meeting H. B. Sides resigned as treasurer and 
Dr. Thomas E. Parke was elected his successor, and he served to 
the end of the year, when he declined re-election, and Charles 
G. H css was elected. Mr. Hess continued to sen·c the office until 
th time of his death, which occurred February 1:3, 1H03, when 
he was succeeded by Ernest Smedley, who is the present incum
bent. J. Hunter \Vills served as president of the association until 
January, 1snn, when he declined further service and Joseph T. 
l\f iller was elected to take his place, which position l\f r. Miller 
has continued to hold until the present time. Joseph H. John
son was the first secretary, and has continued to sc:'."Ve the as
sociation in that capacity from the first meeting night of the as
~ocia tion until the present date. 

For the first few years of the association there were frequent 
changes in the Board of Directors, blitt latterly the success of the 
association has been so pronounced and the stockholders seem 
so well satisfied, that they continue to re-elect the old directors 
until they either die or resign. There have been four deaths in 
the board since the formation of the association: Captain G. C. 
i,J. Eicholtz, James Copeland, Charles G. Hess and Kennedy 
Duff. These men all served the association faithfully and were 
yaluabJe men to the hoard, but others have been raised up to 
take their places and the business goes on. 

The association was able to collect small premiums on money 
loaned for the first twelve years, amounting in the aggregate to 
$2:rn7, the rate, however, never exceeding 3%, and at times there 
was difficulty in those earlier years to find use for the money, 
and at one time the association had to compel investors to borrow 
some of their money. The conditions set hard with the associa
tion and discouraged many, so that the original series, when it 
came to mature, had shrunk from over 800 shares to 416. The 
second series was not opened until January, 1890, two years and 
a half after the association was orgattized, and this was opened 
only to borrowers, as indeed were several of the succeeding se
ries. There has been a series issued each year since 1890, and 
the a·ssociation is now starting its 21st series an_d will mature its 
tenth series at the ~fay meeting. In order to dispose of money 
that was accumulating, in August, 1902, the association bought a 
tract of land in the west end of Downingtown, subdividing the 
same into sixteen building lots, upon which they built houses 
from time to time, until they had built all of the sixteen houses. 
All of these houses were speedily sold to home-seekers, who car• 
ried their loans with the association. Again in the Fall of 1901 
there was a great demand for houses in the east end of the town 
to accommodate the Cohansey Glass Manufacturing Co., who had 
just established a large plant here, and the association furnished 
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all the necessary capital for the erection of twenty houses, to 
supply this demand .. 

The association had to borro,\ considerable money to meet 
the demands made upon it on this occasipn, and upon this money 
they always made at least one per cent. or more profit, which 
margin made a good substitute for the premiums formerly col
lected. All t11e real estate propositions turned out exceedingly 
profitable to the association, and netted them a profit in addition 
to securing investments for otherwise unoccupied capital, and 
yet to-day the association docs not own a single house or foot of 
land, and with the money borrowed and the maturing yearly of a 
series of stock there is no prospect in sight of lacking for im·e~t
ment. The association has been maturing its stock in from 1:H 
to 1;37 montlui, and while it charges its borrowers <io/o interest, 
yet it nets the1u 81/c, on their investments, so that it docs not real
ly cos1 the borrower, after deducting his share of the earnings, 
more than from -1¼ 1/<> to 5% interest. 

The association has prospered beyond every expectation of 
its promoters, and to-day is second only to one in size in the 
county, while it stands pre-eminently first in the financial returns 
it affords its stockholders. 

The Brandywine Building and Loan Association has now 
been in existence for twenty-two years, and every year it is be
coming more popular, and g::1.:ni1tg a firmer hold on the confi
dence of the people, and each :-mcl..'.ecding series is having more 
subscribers. It now has an establi!-hed place of business at the 
office of the secretary, which i3 ·.'ot1stantly open at all times for 
information and the transaction of such business as may require 
attention. This is a novel feature in the practice of local building 
and Joan associations, and is mily made possible by its secretary 
having other business of a kindred nature connected therewith. 
This feature of an open office is a great convenience to the pa
trons of the association,• and tends to the increase of business. 
There is also a large fireproof vault in the equipment of the build
ing, in which space is· provided for the protection of the books, 
securities and other valuable papers of the association. During 
the existence of this association it has erected, or furnished capita[ 
for the erection of 164 houses, and also has furnished capital for 
the purchase of, or the liquidation of the indebtedness on 150 
other properties, many of which have been fully paid for, and 
others are followiug in the line, and many members are saving 
in contemplation of buying or building. 

Downingtown is greatly to be congratulated •in the happy 
combination of all elements, natural and otherwise, that go ~'> 
make it the ideal residence town, for not the wage earner only, 
but for all classes, as it affords all the. combinations of city and 
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countrv life that can unite to make the ideal. As a matter of in
tere~t it may be fitting that a iew statistics he given of he Bran
dywine Building and Loan Association in closing. There are 
about 700 individual shareholders, among whom is distributed 
about 4800 shares oi stock. The association has about $335,000 
im·ested loans, and the monthly receipts amount to about $6500. 
Some of the present officers and directors have been connected 
with the management ever since the organization of the associa
ion, while many of the others, with a few exceptions, have been 
connected with the board for long years, and the great succes's 
that the association has attained, and the uplift that it has given 
the town, is doubtless due, in a great measure at least, to the 
husiness ability, perseverance, integrity and foresight of the man
agement. "They have fought a good fight, they have kept the 
faith, and henceforth," that there may be a crown of remem
brance laid up for them, the editor will perpetuate their memories 
by closing this article with a list of th.e names of the present 
officers and members of the Board of Directors: President, Jos. 
T. ~I ill er; vice president, F. J. ~IcGraw; secretary, Jos. H. John
son; treasurer, Ernest Smedley; Loan and Real Estate Commit
tee, J. H. Roberts, \Vm. Copeland, Thos. Pedrick, J. L. \\Teldin; 
Committee on Finance, S. A. Black, F. J. ?\lcGraw, Howard E. 
Laird, John M. Patton, Herbert Ash, Allen E. Keim. 

■ 





Alert Fire Co., No. 1-Minquas Fire Co., No. 2-Down
ingtown Opera House. 

Alert Fire Co., No. 1. Previous to 1887, Downingtown had 
no organization or apparatus for protecting the town against a 
fire. One or two attempts had been 111ade prior to this time to 
form a fire company, hut without success. 

On August 18th, 1887, Robert McGraw: E. Vinton Philips, 
Edward !\L 1'kCaughey, \V. Howard Buckwalter, John Stout, 
T. Filmore Lewis, Samuel P. Brown, G. B. Stringfellow, \,,Yalter 
Gracie, \Villiam Krautter and Ezra Brown met in the office 
of the Downingtown Review (a weekly newspaper then pub
lished in the brick building on the south side oi Lancaster avenue 
near Viaduct). These men met for the purpose of discussing the 
urgent need of some protection for the lives and properties of the 
citizens of the town against fire, and the result of this meeting 
was the organization of the Alert Fire Co., No. l. 

'I'hc first officers chosen were as follows: President, Roher! 
:McGraw; vice president, E. Vinton Philips; secretary, Edward 
'.M. McCaughey; treasurer, J. Leighton Guest; trustees, \V. How
ard Buckwalter, John Stout and T. Fillmore Lewis. 

A committee appointed to solicit subscriptions for an- equip
ment reported at a subsequent meeting having met with little 
success. 

The organization of a fire company did not seem t.-:, be a 
popular movement, particularly among those who should have 
been most interested. 

At a meeting held September 12 it was decided to hold a 
fair in Odd Fellows' Hall. This was done, and the Fair being 
patronized quite liberally the boys were much encouraged in 
their efforts. 

Some difficulty was experienced in securing a permanent 
meeting place, but finally the second floor of the Excelsior Paint 
Building was procured. This building stood on the site on which 
the new High School Building is now being erected. The com~ 
pany occupied these rooms from December lV, 1887, to April 1st, 
1889. 
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On Dccemher. l!lth, 188i, the new hook and ladder truck pur
chased of Rumsey & Co., Seneca Falls, X. Y., arrived, and on the 
fn11nwing night the company had its first run, fire having broken 
out at the Sto,·e \Yorks, located along the Downingtowt} & Lan
caster R. R., near Park Run. Heroic work was done· by the com
pany in sav.ing the moulding rooms connected with the building. 
The only means of fighting fire was by buckets, water being se
cured from Park Run. 

During the years 1888 and 188n the company had a struggle 
for existence, the only source of revenue being the annual dues 
of Sl.00 from its members. Borough Council was petitioned for 
a-i<l, hut could give no assistance. 

In the Fall of 188n a fair was held on the vacant lot at the 
northwest corner of Lancaster and Downing avenues, and a neat 
sum of money was realized, ,vhich relieved the wants of the Com
Jl,my, and enabled tJ1em to purchase additional buckets for the 
truck. 

On April 1st, 188!1, the place of meeting was changed to the 
G. A. R. rooms in the i\Iasonic Hall, corner Lancaster and Stuart 
a venues. These quarters were occupied until December 7, 1891. 

On ).Jay 4, fs~n, a lot on the east side of Downing avenue 
,~·as purchased for the purpose of erecting a suitable building- for 
housing the truck and also for a place of meeting. Considerable 
clifficulty had been experienced in securing a place to house the 
tn1ck. 

On the night of July 2d, 1891, the frame livery stable of Mc
Fadden Bros. was totally destroyed, and with great difficulty the 
adjoining- property was saved. Assistance was asked of the First 
\V e:;;t Chester Fire Co., and they responded promptly, bringing 
their large Hayes Extension Ladder over seven miles of rough 
country road on a dark night. 

July 12, 1891, the contract was signed for the erection of the 
two-story brick building on the lot on Downing avenue. The 
building was completed December 1st, and the first meeting held 
therein December 7th, 1891. 

On the night of April 8th, 1882, fire broke out in the 1\-Iasonic 
Hall, which stood on the site of the Improvement Building, and 
th~ lmilding was entirely destroyed, the apparatus of the company 
bemg entirely inadequate to control this fire. Assistance was 
a~ed of the \Vashington Fire Co., No. 1, of Coatesville, who 
pn:,rnptly responded, bringing their engine and men on cars 
pro,•ided by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, the run bei!~~ 
made from Coatesville in six minutes. A supply of water was 
sn:ured from the old quarry of the P. R. R. Co., the site now 
being used as a freight yard. 

The lesson learned by the experience of this fire and also of 
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the livery stable fire in 18:H, so impressed •the citizens of the 
Decessity of procuring suitaijle fire apparatus, that when i\1 r. 
Thomas Pedrick canvassed the town with .1 petition to Council, 
every property-owner, with the exception of two, immediately 
signed it. 

On the petition of the citizens, Council promptly purchased 
the latest type oi Silsby Steam Fire Engine, and on July 16th, 
18H2, formally turned the same over to the care of the company. 
The building not having been dedicated, this ceremony was also 
performed on this day. A great number of visiting firemen being 
present to participate in the parade and ceremonies, a large dem
onstration was made to commemorate the event. 

The membership of the company was largely increased at 
this time, and with the new Silsby Engine and L,oo feet of hose. 
was well equipped for fighting fire. The efficiency of the com
pany was furthfr augm<:nted by the installing of the new water 
plant and fireplugs by the borough, which were completed and 
tested December 2-Hh, 18H-L Previous to that time water could 
only be secured by pumping from the streams. 

Fairs wrre held at various times and the proceeds applied to 
the debt on the building. On Xo,,embcr 27th. 18H!), the last pay
ment was made and the company was entirely clear of debt. 

On October 27th, 1!>02, the first appropriation of $100 was 
received from the Dorough Council. Since that time Council has 
been making an annual appropriation to the company. The meth
od of giving the alarm of fire, up to this time, has been by strik
ing a bell. The first bell purchased was a. very small one, and 
·,vas not satisfactory. A locomotive tire was pla:ccd in the tower 
and used for some time. This, too, proved unsatisfactorx, and a 
larger bell was purchased. This bell has since been exchanged 
for the present 1500-lb. bell, and is now doing service on the Bap
tist Church. 

In 1\Jay, 1905, a pair of horses, street sprinkler and wagon 
were purchased, which were a great source of revenue to the com
pany. 

· In 1906 the company was in a prosperous condition and 
working in perfect harmony. Early in this year a change in the 
location of the fire house was agitated and a committee was 
finally appointed· to investigate the advisability of purchasing the 
Opera House, on Brandywine Avenue, a number of shares of the 
stock of the Opera House Company having been donated for the 
benefit of a fire company cast of the Brandywine Creek. 

The committee, after viewing the building and site, reported 
unfavorably. Some time after a committee was appointed to se
lect a suitable site. 

Two reports were submitted at a meeting of the company, 
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Ko,·cmber :?fi, 1 !101i, one recommending the purchase of the 
Thomas Do\\"ning lot, on East Laucaster avenue, for $5000, and 
the other the purchase of the lot on \\' est Lancaster an~nue, on 
which the new 1-1 igh School is being erected, for the sum of $1575. 
A large attendance was present, at this meeting, and on motion 
action on the matter was indefinitely postponed. 

During the year l!lO,, the membership from the East \Vard 
wa~ co.nsidcrahly increased, giving that section of the town the 
majority and on February 2-l, 1!)08, a resolution was .:>ffered to 
Hmovc the :\lcrt Fire House and apparatus to a location to be 
sekctcd east of the Brandvwine Creek. This action aroused in
tense feeling. The resoluiion being put to a vote was declared 
carried. Legal action was threatened, and in order to adjust the 
difference, it was decided to make a dh·ision of the property, giv
ing to the new company to be organized e~st of the Brandywine 
Creek, the Horses, wagon, street sprinkler and cash on hand, 
amounting to $U>25. It was also agree<.~ that Council be request
ed to turn over to the new company the Silsby Fire Engine attd 
that they purchase a new combh1ation chemical wagon for the 
use of the Alert Fire Co. 

The cash on hand and all the personal property having been 
turned over to the new company, a committee was immediately 
appointed to purchase a new outfit, consisting of a pair of horses, 
a street sprinkler and a ,vagon. 

A fair and. carnival was held on the lot adjoining the fire 
hou~e early in July and sufficient funds realized to pay for the 
team, and leave a balance of over $1000 in the treasury. 

Previous to holding this fair, a Ladies' Auxiliary was formed, 
with a membership of one hundred and fifty (this was the first 
organization of t!1e kind in connection with a fire company, that 
was formed in Chester County). The ladies were very enthusias
tic to aid the company, and it was mainly through their untiring 
labors, that the fair proved such a success. 

The Ladi~s Auxiliary is a permanent organization, with 
monthly meetings on the first Thursday evening of each month. 
The membership now numbers over two hundred. 

On November 1st, a new addition to the fire house was 
completed, providing for the stabl.ing of the horses and the hous-· 
ing of the wagons, etc. 

On November 2d, the new combination chemical wagon ar
rived, and the Silsby Steam Engine was turned over to the Min-
quas Company,' No. 2. . 

On November 7th, the new annex was dedicated, and the 
chemical wagon, after being christened by :Miss Marguerite Gib
ney, was housed by the Brandywine Fire Co., No. 2, of Coates
ville. 
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SeYeral Yisiting fire companies were present to participate in 
the parade and ceremonies, and the occasion was made a memor
a hle event. 

The company issued a handsome program of the event~ of 
the day, with a short history of the borough. The book was much 
appreciated, and without doubt will he preserved as a souvenir 
of the occasion. 

The company at this time is in an exceedingly prosperous 
condition, with the membership working in perfect harmony. The 
roJJ now contains :32!> members. 

The present executive officers of the company arc as follows: 
President, Joseph H. Johnson; vice prc-sident, Allen E. Keim; 
recording secretary, Howard E. Laird; financial secretary, Lewis 
~loses; treasurer, Thomas Pedrick. 

The Minquas Fire Company, No. 2. After the divison in the 
"-\lcrt Co., No. 1, already noted, steps were taken to organize a 
company in the East \Vard, and the Minquas Fire Company was 
duly incorporated May •1, 1906. Several locations were consid
ered and the present property, formerly a part of the i\latlack 
Estate, on East Lancaster avenue, was selected, and purchased. 
'l'he cornerstone of the new building was laid with appropriate cere
monies October 81 1908. Chief Burge8s J. Hunter ,vms rPad a his
tory of the• organization, nncl nrldresses nere mado by Hownrd 
Coates, representing the Washington Fire Company of Coatesville, 
and .Toseph H. Johnson, Esq., lepresenting Alert Fire Co., No. 1. 
The handsome structure just finished will be dedicated with for
mal ceremonies on Saturday, l\Iay 20, in connection with the 
semi-centennial celebration. The old barn has also been remod
eled and connected with the new structure, forming a convenient 
and commodious stable for the fire horses. The fire house is a 
credit to the building committee and an ornament to the town. 
The parlor, meeting room and game room have been tastily furn
ished. There is a strong and efficient ladies' auxiliary, which at a 
fair held in the opera house, realized a large sum for the treasury, 
and the company is in excellent' financial condition. There are 
two hundred and eighty members. The complete list of officers 
and committees is as fo11ows: 

President, Samuel P. Bicking; vice president, John P. Noll; 
recording secretary, \Villiam VI/. E. Ash; financial secretary, 
Charles W. Reel; treasurer, Everett P. Fisher; trustees, Horace 
A. Fetters, EHis Y. Brown, Jr., J. Penrose Moore; chief, J. Ha
vard Downing; assistant chiefs, Andrew G. C. Breese, T. Vance 
:Milk.-; fl1gineer, Frank P. Miller; assistant engineers, Harry Ma
gill, Albf:rt :Moore, William H. Carey, B. Frank Zittle; truck di
rector, Harry V..l orrall; assistant truck director, Dr. Isaac H. 
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\\'hytc; hosemen, E. E. Entrekin, E. J. Griffith, Horace S. Car
penter, J. Kirk Smith, Frank Laird, Clemson King; fire police, 
Levi A. Moore, August Dickman, \Villiam :\IcClure, Jr.; Repre
sentath•e to State Firemen's Convention, John L. \:V eldin; Alter
nate Representative to Firemen's Convention, John \V. Dennis; 
Bill Committee, \Vilmer K. Biles, T. Vance l\Iiller, \Villiam Mc
Clure, Jr.; Team Committee, Harry \Vorrall, Horace A. Fetters, 
Joseph A. Bicking. 

The Downingtown Opera House Company was incorporated 
March 10, 1B02. The itpplicants for charter were Alexander P. 
Tutton, Charles G. Hess, Howard E. Laird, Dr. Edward Kerr, 
& S. Austin Bickin. \Vith authorized capital stock, $20,000, 
400 shares at $50 each. The directors for the first year were 
Theodore Hal.lman, Joseph T. l\Iiller, J. Hunter \Vills, Joseph H. 
Johnson, & J. 'I'. Carpenter. Eber Garrett, a stockholder, was 
elected treasurer. Upon organization of the Board of Directors, 
Theodore Hallman was made presid.ent, J. T. Carpenter secretary. 

Theodore Hallman offered a site in "Center Square," next to 
"Coral Hall," no by no feet, at a very reasonable price as a suita
ble location for the opera house. Frank H. Keisker, architect, 
was employed to prepare plans for the opera house in keeping 
with the location. Bids were re,:dved for the erection of the 
s~1nc, and aisv for its erection on a mocEned and less expensive 
plau; but the bic.'s for both plans lwin·:{ in excess of the subscrip
tions and the leg~lly authorized ca,Jital stock, sa~d plans had to 
be abandoned. 

Subsequently a new plan for the opera hr,ttse was prepared 
by J. T. Carpenter, of Downingtown, and a11pro\·ed by the stock
holders, another site selected, and in the year 190:J, the "Down
ingtown Opera House,'' as it now stands, was erected with all its 
paraphernalia at a cost of about $13,000. 

In the year 190', a large block of the capital stock was pur
chased by the company and retired, the remainder of said stock 
outstanding was donated by the holders thereof to Minquas Fire 
Company, No. 2. Said fire company is now virtually the owner 
of the opera house, having control of all the stock of the said 
opera-house company, but the same being a separate corporation, 
nrnst be officered and conducted under the name, style and title 
of "Downingtown Opera House Co." The original stockholders 
numbered sixty-four, holding two hundred and five shares, and 
of those Theodore Hallman and l\Iary H. Hallman held ninety 
shares. 



The Borough Council-Interesting Events-Fire Protect
ion-Street Li1thts-Water. 

Isaac Yearsley Ash, of Downingtown, furnishes the follow
ing f'.ompilation from the :\Iinute Books of the Borough of Down
ingtown, which books are ii1 his possession, and the historian 
desires at this point to acknowledge the zeal and interest mani• 
fested in this work by :\Ir. Ash: 

On June 2, 1s.w·, the first meeting of Council was held in 
the office of \Villiam Edge. The Chief Burgess and all the Coun
cilmen-elect being present, the "oath of office was duly adminis
tered to each and all of them by Esquire Rogers," and organized 
by electing ,vmiam' Edge secretary pro tem." David Shclmirc 
was duly elected Assistant Burgess; James H mnphrcy, Secre
tary, who afterwards dedined, and J. Stuart Leech succeeded 
him. \Villiam Edge was elected Treasurer. The security of the 
Treasurer was fixed at two thousand (2000) dollars, and his 
5alary twenty dollars. The compensation of the Secretary was 
fixed at fifteen dollars. Rev. A. G. Compton was chosen Street 
Commissioner. 

The question of organization of a borough was un,der con
s1deration for more than two years before final action was taken, 
~nd one of the strongest argi.tments set forth by the projectors 
of the act was the utter inability to secure a good, clean thor
oughfare between the two ends of the town by constant appeals 
to the township supervisors, who, in their long-legged cowhide 
boots, had no sympathy for the dudish villagers, who once a 
week, at least, brushed anti polished their fine boots to wear to 
meeting and on other laudable and interesting occasions. It 
was quite natural, therefore, as an act of good practice for Coun
Gil to consider the betterment of the principal highway in town 
for pedestrians, for, be it remembered, that trolley cars, auto
mobiles and even bicycles were then unthought of, and perhaps 
would not have been tolerated. The very first act, therefore, of 
the first Council at their first meeting was to appoint a com
mittee, consisting of vVilliam Edge, David Shelmire and R. D. 
We11s, to confer with the president of the Philadelphia and Lan
caster Turnpike Company to make certain arrangements in 



)32 

reference to sidewalks along the said turnpike. At this meeting 
a committee was appointed, consisting of the Burgess and Coun
cilmen, to draft a constitution and set of by-laws. \V illiam Edge 
and James Loe hart were appointed to secure a seal, and \Villiam 
Butler, Esq., of \\'est Chester, was elected the ''legal counsel of 
the Corporation." · 

The next act was an ordinance naming the point of inter
section of the Lancaster Pike and the \ Vilmington State Road 
"Centre Square," and naming the other established roads lead
ing to or through the borough-sixteen in all. 

On July 28, 18.,n, J. Stt:art Leech and \Villiam H. Hoopes 
were appointed a committee to procure a map of the borough, 
and on .August :), same year, the Chief Burgess was authorized 
to procure a lock-up, and an ordinance passed "for the punish
ment of di:-,orderly conduct in the Borough of Downingtown." 

On Septeinber 1, 18Ml, an ordinance for raising supplies to 
defray expenses was enacted, fixing the rate at ;J. mills. On 
October 15, 1859, Esquire Lewis was paid the sum of ($7.50) 
seven dollars and fifty cents for five days' leveling and surveying 
on the streets, civil engineering evidently being at a low ebb. 
On December 29, 18:H), Rule 27 was enacted, granting citizens 
the privilege of attending the meetings of Council, lmt to take 
no part in the deliberations, except by invitation determined by 
a majority of the members present. 

On January G, 1800, communication received from \Villiam 
Butler, Esq., Borough Counsel, enclosing a decision of Supreme 
Court in reference to non-taxing money for borough purposes. 

On April •!, 1860, the first street committee ( or ''Street Regu
lations") was appointed, being the only standing committee of 
Council, to whom complaints from sundry citizens from time to 
time were referred. 

September 27, 1860, a petition of citizens was presented to 
Council, asking that an ordinance he passed prohibiting inter
ments within the borough limits, which was referred to \1/illiam 
Edge and R. D. \Veils, who were directed to consider the subject 
of organizing a cemetery company and report to a subsequent 
meeting. 

January 31, 1861, Committee on Public Cemetery made a 
repo,t, which was accepted, their selection of ground being a 
part of lands of Joshua B. Sharpless, containing about twenty 
acres, on the road from the borough to West Chester, outside of 
the boro\tgh limits, with some preparation to having same incor
porated, which project, however, was never completed, for what 
reason is not stated, although the subject was "earnestly recom
mended to the public spirit and enterprise of the citizens of the 
borough and surrounding neighborhood to consummate the de-
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sign." (For a description of Northwood see another chapter.) 
On May 21, 1861, it was resolved, in repairing Bradford avenue, 
to have the western line straightened from ''\Valton's gate to 
the hydraulic ram," or further, if necessary, landmarks now 
obliterated. 

Much concern was. exercised in the repairs of streets and 
bridges and in rer:uiring citizens to repair and keep in good con
dition the sidewalks on their respective properties, and on May 
1, 1862, the sum of two hundred and twelve dollars ($212) was 
appropriated for repairs and improvement::; on bridges and ave
nues for the ensuing year. 

The matter of grade crossings engaged !he attention of the 
young borough, for as early as Hth me., 4th: 1862, Robert \V. 
Forrest and Enos \Vorrall addressed a c::mmmnication to Coun
cil representing that on that day they ra11 a ,•b:y narrow chance 
of being killed on crossing the East Brandywi .1e and \Vaynes
burg Railroad, on account of want of proper care and attention 
of those in the management of the road. The matter being re
ferred to a special committee, all further danger was avoided by 
the railroad company erecting a board at the crossing reading, 
"Look Out for the Locomotive." 

'fhe borough, composed largely of members of the Society 
of Friends and Democrats, was none the less patriotic, for, on 
June 17, 1862, pursuant to a request made at a town meeting 
held in Odd Fellows' haJl, at which Rev. Z\l. Newkirk and Caleb 
Baldwin were appointed to represent them, a special meeting of 
Council was held and the following resolution was presented: 

"Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
president, whose duty it shall be to call on the Burgess of the 
borough with the request that he convene the Council for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of pledging 
the faith of the borough in raising a sum sufficient to relieve the 
necessities of the families of those patriotic citizens who have 
volunteered to march in defense of our invaded• State. Signed, 
1'1. Newkirk, Jr., Secretary of the meeting.'~ 

\Vhcn, on motion, it was resolved that the Borough of 
Downingtown be pledged to supply the families of such volun
teers residing within the borough limits as are now leaving their 
homes in defense of the State with such necessaries as may be 
needed for their support during the absence of such, the said sup
plies to be purchased as directed by a committee appointed for 
that purpose. 
· R. D. \Velis and C. Zigler were appointed a committee to 
attend to the same. 

Sanitary conditions were not neglected, for, on 1\Iay 14, 1866, 
at a special "session," the Burgess was requested to have printed 
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and distributed to every housekeeper within the borough limits 
notices setting forth the necessity of deaning and purifying their 
cellars, sinks, gutters and all places about their premises cal
culated to create disease, especialJy the apprehended cholera, and 
in view oi a committee from Council visiting their premises. 

During the war of the Rebellion it was thought necessary to 
resort to draft to secure recruits for the depleted ranks of our 
soldiers, and certain townships and boroughs, anticipating such 
methods, would raise by subscription enough money to "fill the 
quota" of their respective districts by paying substitutes to en
list, the price ranging from a few dollars to many hundreds of 
dollars for each substitute, who, in many cases, would desert on 
the first opportunity and engage somewhere else, called bounty 
jumpers. 

Downingtown entered into this method of escaping the draft, 
for we find where Joshua Kames, in October, 1864, petitioned 
Council to pay to the First National Bank the sum of one thou
sand dolJars, which had been advanced by said bank. 

On :May 19, 1866, on motion, the whole Council resolved 
itself into a committee to wait upon every citizen within the bor
ough limits and inspect all places liable to invite disease, and 
especially cholera. 

The grade crossing of the Pennsylvania Railroad at Brad
ford avenue was considered so dangerous that on October 4, 1869, 
a committee of Council was appointed to confer with the 0fficers 
of the said railroad company as to their intention of making a 
cu)v·ert under their road on Viaduct avenue, and on December 2, 
1872, Bath alJey ordained, and Bradford avenue from Lancaster 
avenue to Bath alJey vacated, the Railroad company having 
opened the culvert under their tracks at Viaduct avenue. 

Among the many improvements and enterprises introduced 
by Joshua Kames was the erection of a large hotel on the south 
side of the Pe1fnsylvania Railroad, in the \Vest VVard, known as 
the "Aston Terrace," which was destroyed by fire about the time 
of its completion, supposed to be the work of incendiaries, on 
the night of June 18, 1870, for the arrest and convic~ion of whom 
the Borough Council offered a reward of five hundred dollars, 
the same to be published in the "Journal," "Record" and "J effer
sonian." 

:March 4, 1872, a map of the borough, made and presented 
by Me,~srs. Townsend, Hoopes and A. V. Trimble, was accepted 
and adopted as the official borough map. 

In order to cncourag_e the erection of manufacturing estab
lishments in the borough, an ordinance was passed, February 10, 
1873, exempting from borough tax for a period of ten years all 
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property used directly in the manufacture of woolen, cotton, iron, 
glass or pa per goods. 

March 3, 1874, Council Chamber moved to !\Iasonic Hall, 
,vest \Vard. June 26, 1876: the sum of one hundred and twenty
five dollars was _appropriated by Council for fireworks in cele
brating the one hundredth anniversary of American independence 
on Ju)y 4, 1876, and the Chief Burgess was directed to issue a 
proclamation requesting a genera) observance of the day. 

A citizens' meeting was held July 25, 1877, and J. T. Car
penter was appointed a committee to wait on Council and reqi1est 
the Chief Burgess to apply to the Governor for the loan of arms 
and ammunition and equipment for one hundred men enro11cd 
as an organized forne for the protection of the Borough of Down
ingtown, as per the Governor's proclamation. This was in view 
of the unsettled condition of society owing to labor troubles and 
strikes and riots in various places. 

In 188-!- the borough was divided into two wards by a decree 
of Court, with costs amounting to $4,.81. Some discord began 
to show itself between the two wards, and to avoid the same 
some prominent citizens advocated dissolution as the only rem
edy. On Nm·cmber a, 1890, resolution passed Council condemn
ing the efforts of certain persons to have the Borough of Down
ingtown divided into separate boroughs. 

::\lay 13, 1892, an agreement was made with the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. by which Brandywine avenue was made to pass under 
the railroad and thus a,·oid a very dangerotts grade crossing at 
that point. 

~larch 13, 1893,' the Lancaster and Philadelphia Street Rail
way applied for permission to Jay tracks on Lancaster avenue, 
but the project was abandoned. 

Later the \Vest Chester Street Railway extended its tracks 
to CoatesviJle over two of the most important streets, giving 
Downingtown good trolley service, which has proven a benefit 
to the town. 

At this, lhe closing days of the semi-Centennial, the borough 
is in good condition financially, has an a~undant supply of pure 
water, which reaches the town by gravity; has well-lighted 
streets, good sidewalks and much care taken to keep the streets 
and avenues in smooth and clean condition. 1'wo well-equipped 
fire companies, who own· their teams; a large steam roller, two 
United States Post Offices, two Pennsylvania Railroad passenger 
stations, one Philadelphia and Reading station, one .large steam 
flour mill, several other industries meutioned in other chapters, 
flourishing churches of several denominations, between the pas
tors and members of v.·hich there exists a most cordial feeling- of 
sympathy and fidelity. A large proportion of the inhabitants 
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own their homes, assisted largely in many cases by the liber
ality cf the well-managed llrandywine Building Association. 
. All the lodges and beneficial organizations are prosperous, 

the merchants arc trustworthy business men and prosper, the 
town is growing and many beautiful building sites are being 
in1pro,·ed in the western or resident section, while valuable build
ings are being erected in the eastern or business section. Health· 
and prosperity is the heritage of the populace in the heart of the 
beautiful Valley, and, seated on either side of the historic Brandy
wine, within the shadow of the Heights of Valley Forge, we are 
a happy and contented people, anxiously waiting to see the new 
school building completed_, and, ever grateful to the Giver of all 
l>lessings, we stand upon the threshold of the last half of our 
ceutury full of hope and confidence. 

FIRE PROTECTION. 
For the protection of property from fire the question of se

curing apparatus for equipping a hook and ladder company was 
considered at a meeting of Council, held May 5, 1873, and Dr. 
Thomas E. Parke was a:ppointed a committee to inquire into the 
cost of same. 

~lay 5, 188..J., a committee from a_ citizens' meeting appeared 
before Coui1cil and asked that measures be taken for prote<;tion 
of property in the borough from fire, when a committee was 
appointed to confer with citizens' committee on the subject and 
to ascertain the lowest rates to be obtained from the water com
pany for fire protection. August 4, 188'1, the question of fire 
protec1ion was brought up, and the committee directed to make 
inquiry as to cost of certain apparatus and cost of building for 
:-am<.>, the further consideration of which was, September 1, 1884, 
indefinitely postponed. January 9, 1888, the Alert Fire Com
pany, No. 1, of D0wningtown, having been organized, Council 
was asked for an appropriation for providing a house for their 
hook and ladder truck, referred to committee, who, on February 
27, 1888, reported, ''The company at present consists of 28 active. 
membc-rs; whole amount of money received from various sources, 
$710.95; amount expended, $655.45; of this, $400 was paid for 
hook and ladder truck, the balance for charter, printing by-laws 
and other incidental expenses. They have a handsome and fully 
riggLd hook and ladder truck, 12 rubber buckets, one extension 
and t,vo small ladders, picks, drag chains, bars, axes, etc. They 
own no hotse. The company asks assistance to erect a build
ing 20 x 40 feet for housing their truck and for holding meetings. 

"The committee finds the company a respectable and vigor
ous band of young men. Their constitution and by-laws are 
based upon such principles as the most law-abiding citizen must 
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:.tpprove. The committee approves of aiding the company in 
such sum as may be considered prudent." 

Masonic HalJ, at corner of Lancaster and Stuart avenues, 
having been e11tirely destroyed by fire in the early hours of April 
6, 18!J2, the borough authorities purchased a Silsby fire engine, 
No. -1, which was placed in charge of the Alert Fire Company, 
No. 1, they having erected a suitable building for housing fire 
ai:paratus. An agreement was entered into hy the borough au
thorities and officers of Alert Fire Company. 

STREET LIGHT. 
December 7, 18,-1, Joshua Kames appeared before Council 

on behalf of the Gas and \Vatcr Company and made an offer t0 
erect one hundred lamps without expense to the borough and. 
supply the gas for street lighting on the same terms and condi
tions upon which it will be furnished to private consumers, which 
was accepted, and the Street Committee was directed to assist 
in locating the same, having due regard to street crossings. 
On March 6, 1876, Joshua Kames appeared before Council and 
stated that, under the contract with the borough, fiity street 
lamps had been erected, and desired to be informed where the 
additional fifty agreed upon should be placed, stating also that 
the gas made had been of good quality and carefully measured, 
and the consumption for January and February was seventy-five 
thousand feet, which, at $:J.50 per thousand feet, would amount 
to $262.50, ·which amount would be in accordance with the con
tract. A committee was appointed to investigate the matter, 
which reported at a subsequent meeting that no such contract 
was made binding the borough, and refused to pay any bills or 
charges fot gas that had-been used in lighting the streets, and 
the borough woltld not be responsible for any future lights under 
the alleged agreement, which report was accepted and a com
mittee appointed to communicate in writing ,vith the Gas and 
Waoter Company on the subject. On June 7, 18,6, the Gas and 
\Vater Company made an offer in writing to light the borough 
with gas at the rate of $22 per lamp per annum, but the offer 
was not accepted. l\fay G, 1878, a committee was appointed to 
confer with the Downingtown Diamond Lamp Company in re
lation to furnishing street lights, which reported in favor of 
erecting two ]amps on the turnpike bridge, to be used on dark 
nights for the safety and convenience of citi7.cns, to be erected 
by the Diamond. Lamp Company for one year at $1.00 per lamp., 
which was not approved by Council. 

This matter was again brought before Council on September 
4, 1882, by petition of citizens, arid referred to committee, whiclt 
approved at a later meeting having the lamp erected. 
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April U, 188,>, the question of street lights was again con
sidered, and a committee was appointed to inquire into the costs 
and feasibility of same, and on June 1, 1885, a contract was 
entered into with the Downingtown Gas and \Vater Company 
for 25 lights for $-100 per year, which contract was annulled on 
Fchruary 1, 188G, on account of poor service. 

!\fay 3, 1886, 37 oil lamps were installed at $8.25 per lamp 
per year. June 6, 188·,, proposals for erecting and maintaining 
'i'5 street lights were advertised. September 3, 1888, a contract 
was executed with Brooks Gas Company for 50 gas lights. at 
$1.50 per annum. For the last four years the town has streets 
welt lighted with gas and l'lectricity. 

WATER. 
The first ·mention made of the introduction of water pipes 

is on ?\ovcmber 7, 1870, when a petition was presented by sundry 
citizens asking for the in':;ertion of fire plugs. The \\'ater Com
pany hcing a private corporation (another one of Joshua Karnes' 
enterprises), April 1-1, 187a, a resolution was passed earnestly 
rcque:;ting the Governor to veto an act of the Legislature author
izing the Burgess and Town Council to borrow the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars to purchase water works, as the act was passed 
:without their knowledge or consent. Trouble now commences 
with the Gas and \Vater Company, who, by virtue of their charter, 
as decided by the Borough Solicitor, have the right to go where 
they please, doing as little injt?ry as possible, and the llurgcss, 
on July ·,, 18,3, was directed to notify John \V ehstcr, secretary 
of the Gas and \Vater Company, to fill up ditches within one 
week, or Council wili proceed to do the same without delay. 
December 8, 187:3, Council wished to be heard by the Governor 
on the Karnes water bill enacted by the Legislature, but not as 
yet si$'ned by the Governor. 

It was proved beyond any doubt that the borough could 
not depend upon the existing water company, owned prin('.:ipally 
by outside capitalists, and thr borough authorities were request
ed to take- measures to se:cure control of the water supply. Fail
ing in this, they conceh·ed the idea of establishing a plant owned 
and operated solely by ·the borough. \Vater rights were pi1r
chased a11d a large basin built at the headwaters on Pine Run, on 
the farm of ~J rs. Young. From this a good supply of pure 
~pring water was obtained, but the old company brought suit 
again~t the borough for trespassing on their chartered rights, 
which gave the cld company exclusive control of the service. 
The decision of the lower Court, confirmed by the Supreme 
Court, was against the borough, which was now compelled to 
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purchase the rights, titles, etc., of the old company. This gave 
a supply from another source and gaYe the town an abundant 
supply, though at heavy cost. 'rhc revenue, however, from pri
vate consumers, manufacturing establishments and the Pennsyl
vania Railroad has enabled the Council to reduce the indebted
ness at an increasing rate. 

The prescrt equipment, with the completion of the large 
reservoir. now in contemplation, will supply all demands for 
many years. 









Early Industries-The Vicker'• Pottery-The Bicking's 
· and Paper Mills-Various Enterprises. 

Among the early industries in Downingtown was that of a 
pottery, carried on by John Vickers, who formerly lived in Sads
bury, and who began business in Downingtown as early as 1807. 
His pottery was located in the eastern portion of the town on 
property now owned by George H. Fisher. An examination of 
the old account book of the Caln Pottery, which accounts extend 
from 1808 to 1813, shows the names of _J>urchasers as follows: 

Meredith & Hoopes purchased in 1808; J<;hn Taylor, of Ken
nett Square, purchased the same year, as did ·Thomas Edge. In 
1809, John Hoopes, Jr., and Sharpless & V\'indle. Purchasers in 
1810 were Joseph Quarll, Abner James & Company, Evan Evans 
& Company, Jesse Kersey, and in 1811, David Jones & Jesse 
Gause were purchasers. 

These entries _show that ware was shipped to \,Vilmington, 
Delaware, Kennett Square, Columbia and Christianabridge. It 
is also interesting to note that bri_cks appear to have been made 
here, as one entry under date of 9th month, 19th, 1809, refers to 
"6-00 bricks." It is also interesting to note that Phineas Whita
kM is credited with two loads of clay at $1.00, and John Hoopes, 
Jr., is frequently credited with loads of clay at $0.50, such c;:redit5 
extending from the year 1808 to 1811. 8th month, 9th, 1813, 
Samu~] R. Downing is charged with seven dozen porter bottles. 
Wh~ther these bottles were made at this pottery, or whether 
they were simply sold, the record does not explain.' A sample 
bill will give a general idea of the articles made here during the 
-early years of the pottery. It is in the name of :Meredith & 
Hoopes, and under date of 9th month, 1809, as follows: 

£ s. d. 
To 1 doz pots at 17s. 6d. & 1¼ doz. at 12s ... 1 15 6 

1¼ doz. do. at 6s. 6d., ¾ doz. at 5s. & 2 
doz. at 3s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 6 

1 doz. milk pots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 6 
1 doz. dishes-1·os. & 8s. and 1-3 doz. at 5s. 10 8 
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2 doz. do., 3s. and -1 doz. at ls. lid. . . . . 12 
I¼ doz. basins, 8s. & 5s., and 1¼ do., 9s. 14 3 
I¼ doz. two-gal. jars, 22s. lid. . . . . . . . . 11 3 
I · doz. gal. do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
:1 doz. ¼-gal. jugs, do. & pitchers, 10s. . . 1 10 
2 doz. qt. hO\\,ls and mugs, 5s. . . . . . . . . . . 10 
a doz. pt. do., do., and cups, 2s. ud. . . . . 7 6 
¼ doz. sugar pots, 18s and 1--ls. • . • . . . • • 8 
1 doz. Jordans, 12s. and ns. . . . . . . . . . . . 10 6 
¼ doz. jar lids, 2s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
-! doz. Toy ware, 9s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
¼ doz. 3-pt. green enameled pitchers, l ls. 3 
¼ doz. qt. do. do., 12s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Dra,,,i11g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Dra,vi11g ............................ . 10 4 5 
1 doz. gal. jugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Total ........... : ........ (29.25) .... 10 19 5 
~Iuch of this ware was queensware and white ware, and was 

shipped to various points in Chester County and the State of 
Delaware, and some of it was shipped to the city of Philadel
phia, "5 mo. 27, 1809," the fololwing entry was made: 

FINE \VARE. 
£ 

1 doz. half-gal. coffee pots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
1 doz. three-pint do ..................... 1 
1 doz. half-gal: :pitchers ................ . 
1 doz. three-pint do .................... . 
¼ doz. quart do., 12s. . ................. . 
1 doz. large tea pots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
1 doz. less do . ......................... . 
1 doz. large cream cups .............. . 
2 doz. small do., 3s. 9d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
2 doz. salt cups, 2s. 9,¼d ............... . 
1-6 doz. half-gal. bowls, 18s. 9d ........... . 
¼ doz. three-pt. do., 15s ................ . 
1 doz. qt. do. . ........................ . 
2 doz. pt. do., 3s. 9d. . ................. . 
1 doz. cit. mugs ....................... . 
2 doz. pt. do., 5S. . .................... . 
2-3 doz. J ordans, 18s, 9d. . ............... . 
¼ doz. sugar bowls, 10s. . ............... . 
¾ doz. smaH do., 7s. 6d. . ............... . 

s. d. 
1 3 

13 9 
18 9 
15 

6 

16 
5 7.½ 
6 
5 7¼ 
2 1¼. 2. 

3 9 
10 

"I 6 
8 

10 
12 6" 

5 
5 7¼ 

John Vickers continued at this pottery until about the year 
1822, when he sold out the concern and started a new pottery 
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about half a mile northeast of Lionville, in Uwchlan township, 
Chester County. During the time that Friend Vickers was at 
Downingtown, among his workmen was Jesse Kersey, who was 
quite a noted speaker among the society of Friends. Jesse ex
ercised his joints at the pottery during the week, and exercised 
J1is gift of speech at Fric11ds' meeting on the first day of the 
week. He forgot that then, as now, the audience always look 
behind the speaker to the consistency of his personality. How
ever eloquent is the orator, if he lacks stability of character, his 
words fall upon heedless cars. A century ago the personal equa
tion was as much in evidence and of as great an importance as 
it is to-day, and any one who speaks in the "limelight'' of public 
criticism is influential more by his schedule of living than he is 
by hii flow of language. 

' The bake shop was a scarce industry in Chester County. 
There were a few of them, but there was none in Downingtown. 
'l'he bread that was consumed in the Downingtown dining room 
was baked in the Downingtown kitchen, and the manufacture 
and consumption of pies was something astounding. In every 
harvest field in Chester Conntv there was what was known as 
the 10 o'clock piece, and the piece was generally a piece of pie. 
Such bake shops as did exist in country towns at that titne kept 
the account with the patrons by means of "a tally," and the 
notches on one side of the tally meant three-cent loaves and the 
notches on the other side of the taJly meant six-cent loaves. 
There were no electric lights; there were no gas lights; there 
were no coal oil lights, but there ,,,as plenty of candle light. 
There was much sociability and a great deal of family visiting, 
and while in the Society of Friends. the first day of the week was 
devoted to visiting and social intercourse when time and oppor
tunity would permit, the practice was discouraged among other 
religious denominations. The present remarkable sized hats 
and bonnets is only a revival of what was usual and common a 
century ago. There were communities in Chester County in 
which the head gear oi the gentler sex was so great as three 
feet in height, and one visiting Friend in Oxford township said 
to her hostess, after the large-sized creation had been lifted from 
her head, "Please be careful to put it in a clean place," and the 
hostess promptly replied, "\Vhere do you keep it at home?" And 
yet that head gear adorned its wearer in a Presbyterian church 
in Chester County and excited the astonishment of all beholders. 

'l'herc were so1ne superstitions pre,·ailing in Downingtown. 
Almost every dwelling has its vegetable garden, in which vari
ous things were planted accordihg to "the sign," and there were 
numbers of people prepared to show that such signs were worthy 



tH 

of obstn·ation. The moon, by its position, was supposed to con
vey to the planter the proper indication as to when certain things 
should be placed in the earth. Se\'enty-fi,·e years ago Down
ingtown houses were furnished with walnut furniture made by 
different artisans in various sections of Chester County. It was 
good material, plainly fashioned, well seasoned and honestly put 
together. Few if any of the houses had furniture in them made 
from mahogany. The walnut lumber which wai used came 
from the Brandywine Hills. It was excellent in texture, hard, 
firm and solid, and some of it beautifully curled. It was re
served for the New England merchant or the Southern plant('r 
a century ago to indulge in mahogany lumber. In Friendly 
'Pennsylvania such extravagance was scarcely countenanced. 

Since the time of the old grist mills, paper making has been 
the principal industry of Downingtown and its vicinity. Down
ingtow,i ~s probably more widely known for its paper mills than 
in any other respect. The history of this industry, therefore, 
holds an important place in this record. 

The inception of the paper industry in America was almost 
coincident with the granting of patents for the manufacture of 
paper in England. \:Villiam Rittenhouse, a :Mennonite preacher, 
built rlie first paper mill on the \V estern Continent in 1670, in 
the borough of Roxborough, now a part of Philadelphia, on Paper 
Mill Run, that emptied into \i\'issahickon Creek. The production 
was printing, writing and blue paper. In 1710 \Villiam De\iVees, 
a brother-in-law of Nicholas Rittenhouse, erected a paper mill on 
the banks of a small stream that flowed into the \iVissahickon in 
Ceofeldt a section of Germantown. The manufacture of paper 
was introduced into :Massgchusetts, near Boston, in 1717. 
Thomas \Vilcox, an Englishman, established the third paper mill 
in the Pennsylvania Colony in 1729, in Delaware County, on 
Chester Creek. 

In 1750 John Frederick Bicking came from \Vinterbcrg, Ger
many, and esta~lished a paper mill on :Mill Creek, a small stream 
emptying into the Schuylkill River near :Philadelphia, and made 
paper for the colonial government. John Frederick Bicking had 
five sons, three of whom were paper makers. Joseph Bicking 
erected a paper mill at \Vagontown, in vVest Brandywine town
ship. John Bicking erected a paper mill on Beaver Creek, at 
what is now known as Fisherville, East Brandywine township. 
These two mills were the first paper mills operated in Chester 
County. S. Austin Bicking, who in 1881 erected the first paper 
mill in Downingtown, was a great grandson of John Frcdedck 
Bicking, and a son of Samuel Bicking, who operated the Fisher
ville l\iill, after the·decease of his father, John Bicking. 
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:Mr. Bicking purchased the old saw mill property at the cor
ner of Lancaster and Brandywine avenues, and erected a mill for 
the purpose of manufacturing paper. Hr. Bi~king later pur
chased the Shelmire l\Iill and converted it into a modern paper 
mill. The production of the miJI in 1881 was about one ton per 
day. At the present time the capacity of both mills is o,·er forty 
totis per day. 

Since the decease of Mr. Bicking (July 13, 1906), the busi
ness has been conducted by his heirs, three of his sons, Samuel 
P. Bicking, Joseph Austin Bicking, Parke Bicking, and a son-in
law J. P. l\loore, being actively engaged _in the management of 
the two mills. Frank S. Bicking, another son, operates a paper 
mill at Bridgeport, Pa. A market for the producM of the mills is 
found from Maine to the Pacific coast. 

Frank P. Mi11er Paper Co. This industry was originally 
started by Frank P. 1\Iillcr in March, 1881, on the property then 
known as Solitude :Mill, which he leased from George Kerr to 
manufacture paper for bookbinders' use. 

Mr. :Miller having completed his four years' course of me
chanics in the Pennsylvania Railroad shops at Renovo, Pa., locat
ed in Downingtown in the spring of 1880, and started the machine 
business with his brother Guyon .Miller, under the name of G. & 
F. P. Mil1er. At the end of one year he withdrew his interests 
from this concern, which continued under the name of G. :Miller 
& Co., and the first paper mill machinery built in Downingtown 
was made for Frank P. :Miller's mill. This mill was operati!d for 
seven years, employing seven men, making one ton per day. 

In 1887 he bought fourteen acres of land located on the south 
side of the Pennsylvania Railroad, between Brandywine avenue 
3nd Brandywine creek. This was one of the first mills ,to run 
excJusively by steam for the manufacture of binder boards, and 
an ideal location for handling raw material, also drying boards by 
steam. The output was gradually increased from four tons per 
day to ten tons a day of finished product. 

On January 30th, 1900, fire destroyed the stock house and 
about 900 tons of paper stock, and. it seemed as if the entire plant 
would be destroyed, but by the combined efforts of the Downing
town Fire Bepartment and the employees of the mill it was 
checked before it did any carnage to the main buildings~ which 
contained most of the machinery, so that in two· days the mill 
was again running, makin&· paper, but it was six ·months before 
the fire was entirely put out, whicli could only be done by the 
removal of this smoulderi11g mass of paper. This portion of the 
·mill was rebuilt with a view of changing the plant to another 
kind of paper, and in December, 1891, Frank P. ~filler Paper Co .. 
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was incorporated. under the laws of Pennsylvania, the officers 
boing: J. Gibson Mcllvain, president; Hugh l\Icllvain, vice presi
dent, and Frank P. :Miller, secretary and treasurer. The enlarg
ing and success of this business was due to the assistance it re
ceived from J. Gibson 1k11vain, who is one of the largest stock
holders to-day. 

In 1893 there were large additions made to the plant and a 
six-cvlinder board machine was installed to manufacture all 
grad~s of folding box boards and white-lined board for litho
graphing, and a year later a two-million gallon filter plant was 
built to supply water for the manufacture of white paper, and the 

. mill has been constantly improved and equipped with new ma
chinery, and the capacity increased to an average daily product of 
thirty tons. The largest run being made of forty-four tons. The 
number of men employed, seventy-five, with apay-roll of over 
$50,000 a year. 

During the years of this mill's operation it might be well to 
.add that all the men have had steady employment even through 
three business depressions. 

Tbe Kerr Paper Mills. Although situated outside the bor
,ough li1-1its, the Kerr Paper l\I_ill is properly one of the industries 
ef Downingtown. It was conducted at first by Frank P. Iviitler, 
and aft~r his removal in 1887 was continued by Vlilliam Kerr. 
The ~Jlant was recently burned down, and a new company was 
-organized of the Kerr brothers, under the corporate name of the 
Kerr Paper l\Iill Co., which has rebuilt the mill, greatly enlarging 
and improving the plant. 

The Downingtown Manufacturing Co. A machine shop was 
·started in 1880 by G. & F. P. Miller. The next year F. P. Miller 
withdrawing to engage in the paper making enterprise, the con
eern continued under the name of G. Miller & Co. In 1881 Mr. 
Miller became associated with his father-in-law, A. P. Tutton, 

:and the Downingtown Manufacturing Company was established. 
The plant on \\Tashington aven\le has been several times en
larged. A ;>iece of land one hundred feet front and forming a 
portion of the land sold by :Mr. Tutton to the Pennsylvania Rail
road was purchased from that c:ompany for an extension and 
again a piece twenty feet front, both on the west side of the old 
building. A large additi,)P to the east side has been made in 
recent years. The princi~,al business is the making of paper mill 
machinery. The presid<!nt of the company, A. P. Tutton, died. 
February 12, 1909. 
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The Cohansey Glass Manufacturing Company was estab
lished in 1850 at Bridgeton, N. J. It was incorporated l\Jarch 1 ?', 
18,0, and located at Downingtown, Pa., in the spring and sum
mer of 1900. They have three continuous tanks and give em
ployment to about 600 people. They make a genera) line of 
blown hollow-ware in flint, amber and green glass. 

The officers are: President, \:V. G. Millikin; vice president, 
\\Tatter H. Bacon; treasurer, Alexander N. Bodine; secretary, 
John P. Noll. 

The ancient Ringwalt Grist Mill, erected in 1765, is still in 
operation, and is owned by John T. PoJlock. This venerable 
structure remains substantially as when first built, with the orig
inal walls and the original timbers, and constitutes one of the 
most interesting relics of the past. 

The Viaduct Roller Flour Mills, corner Viaduct and Lan
caster avenue, were built by the owner, E. Vinton Philips, in the 
year 188U. The lot was bought originally for the Downingtown 
Baptist Church. The mill enjoys a large patronage, employing 
five men. The business is conducted by E. V. Philips, the owner, 
who is Chief Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners of 
Chester County, and is assisted by Fred W. McClure, as super
intendent. 

The Downinatown Publi1hin1 Co.-'fhe printing and news
paper publishing business in Downingtown is largely a record of 
St rious attempts, resulting in failure. Its vicisitudes would make a 
long story, and in its dAtails an uninteresting one. . l\Iany of the 
dates are so uncertain as to bt! without h!storical value. In later 
rears the name of Harry L. Skeen is more prominent. THE J\RCHIVE 
1s in its seventeenth year of publication. In 1907 the paper came 
into the possession of Harry F. Van Tassell nnd Gtorge II. Stockin, 
and the plant has since been conducterl as the Downingtown Pub
liehing Company, and has taken a leading place among the printing 
establishments ,of Chester County. 

Florey's Brick Works, Inc., were established in 1893. They 
employ, when running at their full capacity, eighty-six men and 
have a capacity of twenty-four million bricks annually. The offi
cers are \Villiam Florey, president; James Florey, treasurer; 
James Florey, Jr., secretary. 

The Solgram Color Photo Company "~s established in 
:March, 1905, with a capitalization of $60,000 fully paid for the 
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manufacture of a photographic paper which would take photo
graphs in natural colors. The plant is operated by \\'. C. South, 
the inventor and patentee. 

The Railroad Companies constitute important contributors 
to the industrial prosperity of Downingtown, employing in nu
merous capacities as nearly as can be ascertained about two hun
dred of the residents of the town. 

■ . 



Patriotic, Benevolent and Fraternal Organizations 

Free and Accepted Masons. The earliest organized Masonic 
Lodge in this section was probably Lodge 50, at ,vest' Chester. 
A sermon delivered by N athanicl Kennedy, A. M., P. :M., on De
cember 27, 1817, before the \Vorshipful .Master, \Vardens and 
Brethren of this lodge and printed in 1818 by Charles 1'Iowry, at 
Downingtown, is extant. This lodge, however, passed out of 
existence. 

Downingtown Lodge, No. 174, of the :Masonic Order, was 
instituted ).lay 1, 1820. The .Master of the Lodge was George 
Fairlamh; Senior ,;Varden, ,villiam H. Browne; Junior \Varden, 
Charles ~Jowry; Secretary, Samuel :?\lcLean; Treasurer, Jesse 
Evans. The by-laws of the Lodge were sanctioned February 5, 
1821. In 1824 there were twenty-four members. About 1832 
the Lodge went out of existence. 

, Villiamson Lodge, No. 309, was instituted Oct. 19, 1857, 
with Horace A. lleale, \Vorshipful Master; J. Benner Evans, Se
nior ,vardei1; J. Brown l\Jorrison, Junior \,Varden. As the num
ber (:WB) would indicate, it is the oldest existing .Masonic Lodge 
in this section. It is in a flourishing condition, having a mem
bership of about one hundred and twenty-five. The officers are 
as follows: \Varren P. Keech, \Vorshipful .Ma~ter; Samnol M. 
Davis, Senior ,Varden; Edward ,v. Young, Junior "'arden; 
Howard B. Sides, Secretary; Samuel A. Black, Treasurer. 

Brandywine Lodge, No. 388, I. 0. 0. F., was instituted Jan
uary 22d, 1850, with the following officers in the c1rnirs: Noble 
Grand, R. R. vVelJs; Vice Grand, :\f oscs Hiddlcs011; Secretary, 
James Buffington; Assistant Secretary, l\Ioscs \\Too,Jward; Treas
urer, Clinton ,v oodward. There arc two membc:-~ still living 
and in good standing ~,ho joined in 1850, namely Isaac Hum
phrey, now residing in Kansas, and George :McFarlan, now resid
ing in l\Iarshallton, Pa .. 'fhe lodge bas continued active to pres
ent day, with a membership of 87 at the present time, with a fund 
invested and in treasurer's hands of over $0000, and is in charge 
of the folJowing officers at this date: Noble Grr.nd, August Dick-
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man; Vice Grand, P. \V. Lightcap; Secretary, Charles \V. Reel; 
Trea!-nrer, S. A. Black. Trustees, S. A. Black, Dr. Il. G. Arnold 
and S. P. Bicking. 

Winfield S. Hancock Post, 255, G. A. R. Pursuant to a pub
lic call by Liberty Browne for the soldiers of Downingtown and 
vicinity, to be held in the Central Hall, Downingtown, Pa., May 
20, 1882, for the purpose of organizing a Post of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, Cnptaiu G. C. M. Eicholtz was called to tl1e 
chair, and Liberty Browne was chosen secretary. 

\\'hen, after the reading qf a portion of the rules and regu
lations of the National Post, G. A. R., there was an opportunity 
given for all that wished to unite themselves with the Post to 
make it known. There was a response of eleven members, who 
were enrolled . 

. -\t an adjourned meeting, held the third day of June, Satttr
day evening, there was an invitation read to all who wished to 
sign the application for a charter for a Post of the G. A. R., when 
the following names were enrolled: 

Reese M. Haily 
Robert \Vnlker 
G. C. 1\1. Ji~icholtz 
George M. Anderson 
Svlvester M. Makens 
JamP.s L. Gunn 
S. B. Evans 
Thomas D. Smith 
Joseph H. l\faore 

J. T. Carpenter 
John D. Beaver 
Liberty Browne 
Abner Evans 
Ellett L: Browne 
John Knauer 
James McClintock · 
Judson Armor -

J. 'f. Carpenter was chosen treasurer f~r the meeting, and 
the chairman appointed a committee to procure a charter. 

At a regular stated meeting, held Saturday night, June 10, 
1882, the following names were enrolled : 

David M. Cox James l\fonqghan 
\Villiam Mercer Daniel DaJJer 
James O'Nenl Elwood H. Lewis 
Samuel C. Lilley Patrick Gallagher 

Then, on motion, the election of officers, when G. C. 1\L 
Eichholtz was elected Commander; Joseph H. l\1oore, Senior 
Past Commander; Reese M. Baily, Junior- Past Commander; 
Liberty Browne, Post Adjutant; D. l\L Cox, Quartermaster; 
Dr. J, F. Evans, Surgeon; Rev. F. J. Collie.r, Chaplain ; Ellet L. 
Brown, Officer of the Day; Samuel C. Lilley, Officer of the 
Guard; Samuel Daller, Sergeant :Major; James L. Gunn, Quar
termaster Sergeant. 
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The following names were mentioned for the Post, namely: 
Frank A. Browne, Ringwalt, Fondersmith and Sedgwick. 

The name adopted by the Post was that of, George Fonder
smith !:>0"t, and the organization ~ontinued under this name until 
1896, when it was rhangcd to \Vinfield S. Hancock Post, No. 255, 
under which title it has continued until the present time. The 
Post has on each and every occasion observed .i.\Iemorial Day; 
has conducted the funeral exercises of such of its numbers as 
h.K•e passed away; has met regularly in its Post room, and has 
a room well furnished for all the purposes of its organization, in 
a building in \Vest Downingtown, immediately over the Post 
Office. Its present members and officers are as follows: 

Armor, Judson M 11kens. 8. C. 
Ayers, James l\Ierccr, 'William 
Browne, E. L. l\lartin, George 
Jlunghart, S. T. McCauslin, John 
Carpenter, J. T. l\liller, John R. 
Clayton, Oswald Mercer, Richard 
Carr, WilJiam McClintock, James 
Connor, Silas Matson, James 
Conquest, Harry Ralston, Hobert 
Davis, WilJs Snyder, Levi 
Donnaly, Georgo A. Smith, Columbus 
Deets, Ephraim Smedley, John F. 
Derr, John Swank, Josiah 
Garner, Rev. H. B. Tinda1l, Edward F. 
Griflith, Elias Thomaf:1 E. H. 
Holstein, John Todd, William E. 
Harman. H. C. Tice, Archibald 
Hoffecker, Harry Thompson, H. B. 
Harris, Allen W. \Vil~on, Nathan 
Jone~, George 'l'. " 7ilJs, J. II. 
Knauer, John ,vatson, N. G. 
Kay, 'rl1oma1 \Valker, RGbert 
Leiben, ~~dwin \Vilkinson, \Villiam 

Nathan \\Tilson, Commander; John Knauer, Senior Vice 
Commander; George Martin, Junior Vice Commander; H. C. 
Harman, Quarterma'!tcr; J. II. \Vills, Chaplain; Oswald Clayton, 
Surgeon; John R. :i\IiJler, Officer of the Day; Allen H. Harris, 
Officer of the Guard· E. L. Browne, Adjutant; S. 'r. Banghart, 
Quartermaster Ser_geant; tl'homas Kay, Sergeant lVIajor. 

Yemassee Tribe, No, 134, Impd. 0. R. M., was instituted at 
Downington, Pa., in the old 1\'Iasonic Hall, corner Lancaster and 
Stuart avenues, l\.farch 18, 1886, with 64 charter members. 

Since its institution it has adopted 263 brothers. Some of 
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these lrnYc been called to the Happy Hunting Grounds Beyond, 
sonh.' haYe withdrnwn to join other tribes, and others have heet"! 
suspended from t11e rolls of the tribe for the non-payment of 
their dues, anrl t~-day the present membership is 109 members 
in good standing. · 

The tribe meets every Thursday night in its wigwam in the 
Downingtown Improvement Building, corner Lancaster and 
Stuart avenues. Its pr~sent officers are: Sachem, \V. Bently 
Miller: Senior Sagamore, Leonard H. \.\Talker; Junior Saga
more, Charles H: Haen; Prophet, Carl Springer; Chief of Rec
ords, J. \V. Dennis; Keeper of \\'ampum, Samuel A. Black; Col
lector of \\7ampttm, \Vm. G. Baldwin. Trustees, \Villiam A. Ir
win, John T. Hamm, S. Lewis Moses. 

Downingtown Council, No. 804, Order of Independent 
Americans, was instituted (as Downingtown Council, Junior Or
der .-\merican ::\fcchanics, No. 804), ifarch 30th, 1892, in the old 
:Masonic Building, Downingtown. To this Order the Council 
was connected for several years, until at a stated meeting held 
October 21, 1904, it was unanimously carried that we be affil
iated with the Order of Independent Americans. 

Since the organization we have paid out for relief, sick and 
death be_nefits, $8~10.76. :Membership of Council, 119. 

Officers for present term : Frank f-I ugh es,. Councilor; Leon 
H. \Villiams, Vice Councilor; Friend G. Baldwin, Recording Sec
retary ; Horace Miller, Assistant Recording Secretary ; S. Arthur 
Glauner, Financial Secretary ; J. Ji'rank Walbert, 'l'reasurer ; \Vil
lis F. Beck, Conductor; Nathan G. Eachus, \Varden; Charles 
\Vilson, Inside Sentinel; Jesse M. Gabel, Outside Sentinel; James 
T. Kelley, Chaplain; Herbert R. Hughes, Junior Past Councilor; 
Harry S. Greenleaf, \Vm. P. Hughes, George l\L Strongfellow, 
Trustees; Jesse M. Gabel, Rep. to State Council; S. Arthur Glau
ner, Alternate to State Council; Friend G. Baldwin, Rep. to 
Funeral Benefit Association of Chester County; Harry S. Green
leaf, Alternate. 

Meets every Friday evening in G. A. R. room, Downingtown 
Improvement Building, cor Stuart and Lancaster avenues. 

Windsor Castle, Knights of the Golden Eagle, No. 92, was 
instituted at the Public Inn, at Ga1lagher"iHe, Uh ester Co., Pa., on 
April 3, 1886, in one of its waiting rooms on the lower floor, 
without any paraphernalia, and a store box for an altar for God's 
holy book to rest on. G. C., George W. Crowtch; G. H., P. 
Harry ·,vitsel; G. S. H., \Vm. Townsend as grand officers, with 
twenty- : u charter members. 
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There has been paid since the institution of the order, in sick 
benefits, six thousand eight hundred and thirty-seYen dollars, 
($(>387) and in death benefits, one thousand, two hundred and 
forty dollars ($12-W). Contrihutiqns of the order since organiza
tion, for different charitable purposes, in addition to regular sick 
and death be11cfits, three hundred and eighty-five dollars, fifty 
cents ($385.50). . 

The Castle was removed from the dismantled building at 
Gallagherville to its present location at Downingtown, Pa., on 
Jan. 5, 18v7. The present officers are: P. C., \Villiam Christman; 
N. C., \Villiam Timblcr; V. C., Ezra Brown; H. P., Harry L. 
Holden; ~J. of R., \V. T. Renshaw; K. of E., E. Vinton Philips; 
C. of E., Edward Torbert; S. H., l\I. Johnson; G., Frank Donley; 
V. H., AJlen Lawrence; E., \ViJliam Donley; Trustees, Ezra 
Brown, James G. Fox, \\Tm. D. 'l'imbler. 

Washington Camp, No. 338, Patriotic Order Sons of Amer
ica, was instituted June 21, 1888. It has 138 members and meets 
every Tuesday evening in the Grange National Bank Building. 
The money in the treasury and invested amounts to four thou
sand dollars. 

There is also connected with the Order a uniformed Rank, 
entitled the Commandery General Sons of America, which is con
trolled hy a code of laws prepared for its own government. 
Downingtown Commandery No. 35 meets in the Camp rooms, 
and to this Commandery most of the members belong. The 
members of the Commandery are nicely uniformed and well
,drilled and have taken several prizes in parades. There is a side 
degree to Camp No. 338 called the Strawthresher's degree, which 
adds much to the social features of the order and holds an annual 
banquet. 

The officers of the Camp are: President, Josiah Philips; Vice 
President, Marshal \\Talton; !\'f. of F., Robert C. Laird; Financial 
'Secretary, John M. Patton; Recording Secretary, Herbert Ash; 
Conductor, \:Vm. Gurtizen; Chaplain, Edge C. Lewis; Guard, H. 
S. Carpenter; Inspector, J. K. Smith. 

St. Joseph's Beneficial Society, No. 808, I. C. B. U., was or-· 
ganized March 18, 18!H, with 15 members. The first meeting 
was held in the parlor of St. Joseph's Rectory, where the meet
ings continued to be held for several years. 

A building lot was purchased July 5th, 1899, on the west 
side of Bradford avenue, for the purpose of erecting a hall, but 
the erection of same was not commenced until May, 1902. Two 
houses were built in connection with the Hall, and the same were 
sold as soon as completed. 
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The hall was occupied for the first time April 1st, 1003. The 
first floor is provided with a pool table, shuffleboard and other 
games for the amusement of the members, the room being open 
every evening. The second floor is used for the meetings and 
entertainments. The room is neatly furnished and a piano in
stalled for the use of the members. On this floor a circulating 
library has been established, a large mtmber of volumes of good 
and interesting reading. 

The membership numbers sixty-three in good standing. A 
number of members ha,·e removed from Downingtown, hut still 
continue their membership. Since its organization sick benefits 
to the extent of $11.35 have been paid, and death benefits to the 
amount of $!1~W. The Society is entirely clear of debt and has a 
very substantial treasury. 

~f eetings arc held on the first Thursday and third Sunday of 
each month. The present officers are as follows: President, P. 
Edward Rowan; Vice President, \Villiam Davis, Jr.; Recording 
Secretary, \Valtcr Snyder: Financial Secretary, V. Joseph Sny
der; Treasurer, F. J. llcGraw. 

Downingtown Council, No. 38, Daughters of Liberty, was 
instituted on October 18, 18B5, with 25 members, and at the pres
ent time has a membership of 110. During this time they have 
lost nine of their members by death. They have paid out about 
$,5300 and ·are possessed of $21000. The officers at present arc 
as follows: Councilor, l\lay L. Greenleaf; Associate Councilor, 
Leon \Villiams; Vice Councilor, G. l\l. Stringfellow; Associate 
Councilor, Harry Greenleaf; Recording Secretary, Adah H.- Kel
ley; Assistant Recording Secretary, Rebecca Hoopes; Financial 
Secretary, l\J inerva \V illiams; Treasurer, l\fary E. Knauer; 
Guide, Carrie Lenhardt; J nside Guard, Elsie R. Hoopes; Outside 
Guard, Natoria Hoopes; Junior ex-Councilor, Sallie Gabel; Junior· 
ex-Associate Councilor, Charles Hoopes; Trustees, Elsie R .. 
Hoopes, Rebecca Hoopes, G. M. Stringfellow; Representative to 
State Council, :Minerva \,Villiams; Alternate, Adah H. Kelley; 
Deputy, Clara Stroh. 

Knights of the Maccabees of the World. Tent No. 330 of 
Downingtown was organized October 19, 1903, with thirty-six 
chP. .. tcr members. It has now a membership of about fifty-five. 
Its ·~•tcrcsts lie largely in the mutual life insurance and sick and 
acd,:.tent beneficial features. The officers are: Supreme Com
mander, \Vi11iam McClure, Jr.; Record Keeper, Wililam P. Har
rison; Trustees, \V. F .. Blake, J. Penrose Moore and John L. 
Weldin. 



Camp No. 11, P. 0. of A. The first ladies' lodge of Down
ingtown was instituted in November, 1903, and held its first 
meeting November 13, 1H03, under the name of Camp No. 8, 
P. 0. D. of A., with a charter membership of twenty-five. In 
181)8, on the 10th of January, it was changed to Patriotic Order 
of Americans, P. 0. of A. The camp has paid out for deaths 
two hundred and fiftv dollars, and for sick benefits five hundred 
and twelve dollars. "' The membership is thirty. The i>resent 
officers are: Past Prcsicknt, Lillie \Vay; Assistant Past Presi
dent, Georgetta Connor; President, Laura Bailey; Assistant 
President; Fannie E. Guiney; Vice President, Linda Pawling; 
Assistant Vice President, Catherine Iledricks; Conductor, Laura 
Ralston; Assistant Conductor, Roxann.t. Davis; Recording Sec
retary, l\f ary E. Knauer; Assistant Recording Secretary, Annie 
Kurtz; Financial Secretary, ~Iinerva \\TilJianis; Treasun:r, 1'i11ie 
H. Kurtz; Guardian, Frances Hoskins; Sentinel, Martha Null; 
Chaplain, Emily R. Pawling. 

Windsor Temple, No. 79, Ladies' Golden Eagle, was institut
ed April 17, 1906, with thirty-six charter members. This Order 
is an auxiliary to the Knights of the Golden Eagle. There are 
at present forty members in good standing. They have paid out 
one hundred and ten dollars for sick benefits. The officers are: 
Past Templar, Laura Bailey; Noble Templar, l\Jary E. Knauer; 
Vice Templar, Adah H. Kelley; Prophetess, Bertha Holman; 
Priestess, :Margaret Brown; l\larshal of Ceremonies, Belle Miller; 
Guardian of Inner Portal, Martha Null; Guardian of Outer 
Portal, G. :M. Stringfellow; Guardian of Records, l\linerva \Vil
liams; Guardian of Finance, Ida F. Pawling; Guardian of Ex
·chequer, Fannie Guiney; Guardian of ~lusic, Sarah A. l\fartin; 
Trustees, G. M. Stringfe11ow; Adah H. Kelley, Belle l\Iiller; 
Re1,resentative to Gr;-ind Temple, Minerva \Villiams; District 
Grand Templar, Helen Putny. 

St. Mary's Beneficial Society, No. 70~, I. C. B. U., was or
ganized December 1, 190-!. The meetings are held on the sec
ond Thursday evening of each month, in St. Joseph's Hall. The 
membership nmribcrs twenty-six. The society is in a very flour~ 
ishing condition. The present officers are as follows: President, 
:Mrs. Charles McFadden; Vice President, l\lrs. George l\fcEuen; 
:Secretary, :Miss Mary E. Davis; Treasurer, Mrs. Andrew \\Talker. 





Sons of Veterans-Chester Valley Academy-Old 
Times-Joshua Kames-Hotels-••Banks 

of Brandywine." 

Captain G. C. ~I. Eicholtz Camp, No. 23~. Sons oi, Veterans, 
PennsylYania Division, U. S. A., was mustered October 10, 18fl0. 
'fhe membei·sltip at the present date is fifty-six ( Mi) in 11111111,cr, 
and the officers are as follows: Commander, \ Villiam :\fcClurc, 
Jr.; Senior Vice Commander, George A. ).Jyers: Junior Vice 
Commander, Joseph M. Smith: Chaplain, L. C. ).Jyers; Quarter
master, James Eppehimcr; Quartermaster Scrg:ant, Veteran 
Harry C. Harm,rn; First Sergcart, Aften A. C. \Vilkinson; 
Color Sergeant, .,ames Burnett; Sergeant oi Guard, Allen S. 
Ney; Patriotic Instructor, Abiah P. Ringwalt: Camp Guard, 
Charles Davidson; Picket Guard, Charles R. Gurti7.cn; Camp 
Council, L. C. i\Iyers, Merton G. ::\I~•ers, Charles B. Gantt: Dele
gate-at-Large, James Eppehimcr; Alternate, Joseph }I. Smith. 

In 1870 F. Donlenvy Lon~, A. M., established the Chester 
Valley Academy in the old Downingtown Academy Building, 
of which acadcmv it was really a continuance. It was soon, 
however, rcmoveci to the other· side of the Lancaster pike, or 
}fain street, to a house enlarged and imprO\·cd, for the purpos~ 
which ~Ir. Long had purchased from Rev. Dr. :Newkirk. 
Herc the school prospered for a number of years, requiring fur
ther enlargement and impro\·cmcnt of both grounds and build
ings. A. \V. Long, a brother of Professor Long, became a 
teacher in the school in 1871, after his graduation from Lafayette 
College, and in 187'2 another brother, \Villiam Long, became an 
~lditional teacher. 1'herc was usually a young lady teacher in 
tJ1c primary department. It was a boarding school for young 
i.ncn and hoys, wJth English and classical courses, preparing for 
business and for coJJegc. The hoarding pupils were mostly from 
Philadelphia. A. \V. Long left his position in the academy in 
1874, and his brother, \Villiam Long, left in 18?!l, both for 
theological seminaries. l\fr. Long, in consequence, with the 
4eath of 11is wife and his growing interest in other enterprises-> 



deemed it best'. to lease the school, but the successor did not 
prove t.o be successful, and the building became a summer hotel, 
and no further efforts were made to continue it as an academy. 

The manners and customs of seventy-five years ago in rural 
Chester County were quite different from what they are to-day. 
The smallest piece of silver money was known as a "fip," and 
that was the price usually charged and recrived for a drink of 
rum. ?\!any of the county storekeepers sold several kinds of 
intoxicating drink, such as gin, whisky, brandy and rnm. In 
1842 the stor<..'l-:eepers in East Caln were as follows: 

\Villiam Rogers, \\'m. D. 1'.IcFarlan, 
Samuel Hoopes, Issachar Price, 
Jacob Edge, · Sarah Atkins, 
Thos. Hutchinson, Abigail Fisher, 
\V m. H. Buchanan, E. S. l\lcCaughey 
How many of these storekeepers sold rum we have no means 

oi knowing at- this distance of time. Those storekeepers who 
kepl a genei;al assortment of everything possible to be wanted, 
usually sold as freely and extensively as the licensed hotel. The 
United States Govermeilt was coining half pennies, and 12.½ 
cents was a frequent charge upon the merchants' books. The 
equivalent of 12½ cents in silver was known as a "levy." The 
"fip" was a shortened term for five-penny bit, while the "levy" 
was a shortened term for an eleven-penny bit.· Credits extended 
a whole year, and the first of April was the general settling da) 
for all such accounts. It. was also the general settling day for 
purchases and sales of real estate; for the removal of tenants, and 
the beginning of real estate leases. In short, the first day of 
April was a financial "day of judgment." Those were also the 
days when the two ambitions of the rising youth centered in "a 
round-about" and a pair of boots. All over Chester County there 
was the local tailor and the local shoemaker. One of the most 
distinguished members uf the bar of Chester County was the son 
of such a local tailor. 

"Honor and fame from no condition rise, 
Act well your part, there all the honor lies." 

The cloth and the trimmings were purchased at the country 
store, and alongside of the store was a tailo·r shop, to which they 
were taken and where the purchaser was ttJCasured for his 
clothing. 

Corn, apples and peaches were dried for winter consumption. 
There was no artificial preservation. There was no benzoate of 
soda taken into the human stomach to poison and destroy its 
functions, and the user to land in some graveyard and be sub
jected to meditation upon the ''dispensatiot} of Providence." A 
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journey to Philadelphia or a journey to \Vest Chester was an 
episode among the domestic friends of the neighborhood. Few. 
if any daily papers reached rural Chester County. 'fhe almanac 
purchased at the beginning of the year and the newspaper re
ceived weekly from the saddlebags of the post rider, furnished 
the literary repast for the household. 1fhe hours of labor were 
from sun to sun. Carpenters, masons and men of all work were 
satisfied with wages at $0.50 per day. Banks were few and far 
between. Neighborhood finances were carried on with confi
denc~ and satisfactory results. Sugar of the best grade came in 
the form of a loaf, and it was the genuine article. The leading 
sugar refiners of the country were Robert Stuart & Brother, in 
New York. After years of successful enterprise they ceased re
tining sugar. because of the prevailing adulteration, which they 
would not imitate, because to do so, they said, "they would not 
be sure of heaven." Flour was furnished by the country mill. 
'!'here was no gypsum in it to whiten it. There was no "roller 
process" to grind out the good, and grind in the doubtful. As I 
think of all these things, and the mind compar.es the past with 
the present, I am constrained to remember Doctor Oliver \Ven
dell Holmes' remark: 

''There are no times like the old times, 
\.Yhen you and I were young." 

Joshua Rames came to Downingtown from PhiJadeJphia soon 
after the close of the war of the rebellion. He had been in tho ser
vice of the United States Government, and had been engaged in 
various speculations in the south, which enabled him to control a 
considerable amount of capital. He found Downingtown somewhat 
consert!tive, and not very amb:tious along the Jines of progress. Mr. 
Kamee pMcured a Charter for the Downingtown Ga~ and \Vater 
Company, purchased a considerable tract of land on the western side 
of the town, in conjunction with several other gentlemen in Down
ingtown started a National Bank, and upon the hiJl immediate]y 
south of the Pcnrisy]vania Railroad built a hotel, which he called 
"Aston Terrace", which unfortunately was destroyed b,v fire about 
the time of its completion. In the meantime, however, l\Ir. Karnes 
built about forty ( 40) houses in Downingtown, some of them quite 
large and commodious. He a]so built. a mansion for himself, which 
is a very fine dw~Jling house. Mr. Karnes' activities were praise
wbrthy, but brought him in conflict with numerous other interests 
in Do~ningtown, and he finally left the town, his properties having 
been d1eposed of. A great deal has been srtid about l\1r. Kames, but 
more than fifty (50) years of life has taught me the Jei-~on that "No 
tree is ever clubbed unlees it has fruit upon it.", and 1 think thnt 
Mr. Karnes' activities have l>een, and are nO\v, of cousidemble 



ndvnntnge to the growth of the Borough. A part of the Borough of 
Downingtown, which he <mdenvore,l to huild up and modernize hns 
been <·nlled for mnny year~ "K:uucstown". ~Ir. Ka mes died n few 
yenrs ago, and one c'lnt1ghter edits n pnper nt Ardmore, nnd another 
daughter lives upon the ~Ioore Hall pro1Jerty in Schuylkill Town
ship south of Phoenixvi1'e. 

The Swan Hotel property "harks back" to the early days 
oi the Province. By lease and release \Villiam Penn conveyed in 
\fa rr!1, Hi81, to Robert V c-rnon, six hundred and twenty-five acres 
( li~5). January 14th, 170!>, Robert Vernon and wife conveyed to 
I ~aac Vernon two hundred and cighty-fi,·e (285) acres of land. 
April 3d, 1721, by deed of lease and release, Isaac V crnon and 
wiie c011Ycyed two hundred and eighty-fi,·c (285) acres to 

SWA"S HOfEL. BOROUGH OlWASIZED HERE MAY :28, 18..'>9 

Thomas Moore. By deed of lease and release, on the 26th day 
of September, 1681,. \\Tilliam Penn conveyed five hundred (500) 
acres to \Villiam Bayley, and \Villiam Bayley, by his w.ill dated 
in lG!Jl, gave this land to his nephew, Jacob Buttpn, and Jacob 
Button, by deed of lease and release, dated October 3d, l 't'Ol, con
\;eyed to Jeremiah Collett, ~nd May 29th, 1705, Jeremiah Collett 
conveyed to Joshua 1-Ii.ckman, and May 5th, 1713, Joshua Hick
man and wife conveyed to Thomas Moore, and subsequently 
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Thomas :Moore died intestate, and letters of administration on his 
estate were granted to his widow, Mary Moore, and Joseph Cloud. 
On the 6th day of April, in the eleventh (11th) year of the reign 
of King George, these administrators petitioned the Orphans' 
Court for permission to sell real estate of Thomas .Moore, amount
ing to about 1050 acres of land in East Caln, to pay the debts of 
the decedent. The Court granted the order and on the 25th day 
of June, 1738, ~Iary Moore and Joseph Cloud, administrators of 
Thomas .Moore, then conveyed nine hundred and seventy-five 
(975) acres to John Taylor, and John 'faylor and wife conveyed 
to John Jackson, and John Jackson and wife, in connection with 
John Taylor and wife, on November 11th, 1747, by indenture of 
lease aud release, conveyed two hundred and seventy-three (273) 
acres of this land to Jonathan Parke. Jonathan Parke died intes
tate, leaving- to survive him a widow, three sons and three daugh
ters. On the 21th day of March, 1769, Joseph Parke and Samuel 
Coope, and Deborah, his wife, a daughter of the said Jonathan 
Parke, conveyed three sevenths of the intestate property to Abiah 
Parke and Jonathan Parke, sons of Jonathan Parke, deceased, 
which cony<. yance is recorded in Deed Book Y, Page 14, in the 
Recorder's Office of Chester County. 

Proceedings for the settlement of Jonathan Parke's estate 
were had in the Orphans' Court of Chester County in the year 
17GD. Abiah Parke, one of the sons of Jonathan Parke, deceased, 
was not satisfied with the decisions and actions of the Orphans' 
Court of Chester County, and he appealed to the Supreme Court, 
but like many others who delight "in the joy of battle," his appeal 
met with little success. 

In 178.2 John Hannum, the hero of the Revolutionary battle
field, and the man of business affairs throughout the Bradfords, 
the Cains, and the Goshens, was appointed guardian of Eliza
beth Parke, and in connection with the other Parke heirs, asked 
the Court for a writ of inquisition for the purpose of settling the 
estate. Other proceedings were had and the business was con-· 
duded. · 

Abiah Parke's will, dated Mnrch 31, 1800, gave and devised 
to his 'son, Thomas A. Parke, some of the land on which the pres
ent "Swan Hotel" stands, thus described: 

"Beginning at a corner of John Edge's land by the turnpike 
road, then by said land southeasterly and northeasterly to line 
of vVm. Parke's land and by the same southerly to Chester road· 
and by the same in. the line of John Hoopes' land, westerly to the 
line of John Edge's land, and by the same up the west side of 
the Brandywine Creek, then crossing the creek easterly to the 
line of Downing's sawmill, and by the same until it meets the 
turnpike road, and along it to place of beginning. Supposed to 
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contain 33 acres more or less." 
During the occupation of this property by Thomas A. Parke, 

tJ1e 1Iansion House was devoted to purposes of an inn and tav
ern for public entertainment, and Thomas A. Parke, in his will 
dated February 2:M, 1841, thus provides: 

"l1tem. I give and bequeath to my son, Jacob E. Parke, the 
taYcrn, house, sheds, stables and barn and all my land and the 
buildings and appurtenances thereto helonging, lying between 
the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike and the Pennsyl\'ania 
R. R., except the two lots hcretoforo devised to my wife. The 
said premises to he held by him, the said Jacob, his heirs and as
sig-ns forever, subject nevertheless to the payment into my estate 
of the sum of $4000. 

"l give and. bequeath to my beloved wife, Ann, th~ house in 
which we now live and the lot of ground on which 1t stands, 
bounded north by the turnpike, cast by the lands of Daniel Fon
dcrsmith and John F. Parke, south by Pennsylvania R. R. and 
west hr Pat I~ittle, near a line from liis northeast corner to Tos. 
B. Strii1gfcllow's west corner, the other lot on the west side of 
rhc Brandywine Creek. 

Jacob E. Parke, 011 or about January 1st, lSGG, died possessed 
of the hotel property in the Borough of Downing-town known as 
the "Swan Hotel," and a tract of land, bounded on the west by 

-the Brandywine Creek, on the south hy the Pennsylvania Rail
road,_ on the cast by land 0f John E. Parke and Thomas Parke, 
and on the north by the Lancast~·r turnpike. Proceedings were 
had in the Orphans' Court of Chester County designed to bring 
al;out the sale of the property, and 011 the 11th of December, 1871, 
the property was sold to Samuel Hawkins. l\fr, Hawkins sub
sequently ~old to Joseph Gravell and Joseph Gravell sold to 
1-t-aac S. Royer, and at a puhlic sale of Mr. Royer\, right, title 
and interest in the hotel property, the same was purchased by 
Theodore Hallman, the present proprietor. At the time of Mr. 
Hallman's JHtrchasc the property was greatly in need of repair 
and impro,·cmcnt, and the new owner proceeded to remodel, re
pair and improve the property, which he has done until it has 
become, and is one of the most pretentious, commodious and well
managed hotels in the county of Chester. It is modern in all its 
appointments, and no traveler will make any mistake when he 
puts his name on the hotel register and asks when dinner will 
be ready. 

The Pennsylvania Hotel property, located in the western 
section of Downingtown. was composed of two parcels·of prop
erty, the first, conveyed by Edith Edge and Joshua P. Edge, 
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administrators of Thomas Edge, deceased, late of East Caln, L:, 
deed dated January 2, 1832, recorded February 11, 18-H, t~ 
Jame£ - B. McFarland, and James B. ~IcFarland and wife; by 
deed dated ~larch 22, 18-!8, recorded ~larch 25, 18-18, conveyed 
all that messuage or tavern house known as the "Pennsylvania 
Hotel.'' and two lots of land situate in the township of East Caln, 
to Henry Eicholtz. The tavern house had been built j>revious 
to this com·eyance, and had been occupied as a hotel by Mr. 
Eicholtz from 18-!0, and such occupation by ?\Ir. Eicholtz con
t inttcd to 18fiG, during all of which time it was a licensed hotel. 
On the l?th day of February, 181i(i, license was transferred by 
I k11r,· Eiclwltz lo Calch JL Sweazev, who continued as th9 
landh~>rd t1nt ii his death, after which iicense was transferred to 
Richard .:\f. Holdridge. who occupied it as a public house until 
18!l.',. \\'hen it was tran:--ierred to Thomas \V. Tavlor. Thomas 
\\". Tad()r remained the landlord until Fchruarv • 1, 18!)7, when 
it wa:-: · tran:,;ierred tn Jo:-:eph ll. Peirce. ::\fr. I~eirce continued 
a:-- la11cllord ttntil Augu:-:t 1, 18!>8, when the liccns<.· wa~ trans
ferred to Louis L. 'cihncr. ~Ir. Gibnev continued th:·rc as 
landlord until :\larch :w, l!li1:1. when the license was transferred 
to \\"illia111 C. :\rm:-;trong. administrator. ~[r .. \rmstrong con
tinued there until :\1w·nst l. IDOi. when the license was trans
ferred to \\'illiam I,:' Snnkr. \\'illiam H. Snvdcr continued 
there as landlord nnt ii :\la~" , . 1 HOli, when the Iic'ense was again 
t ransicrred hv .'\l r. Sunier to Loni!", L. Cihner. \\·ho is its land
lord at the 1;rese11t ti1;1c. and whn keep:-: and· maintain:-: a most 
cxeellc11t hntPI inr the c11tl•rtai11nH.•11J of the public. "'hen the 
tan~rn wa:c :-:tarted there it was called the "Pcnn:-;yl\•ania Hotel." 
1 t is nnw 111e11tio11ed in the cnnvevance as the·" Pc1111svh·a11ia 
R;,dlroad Ilousc." Fell' a mtmher <;f years, whiL:: ::\fr. t~icholtz 
was its landlord. nearly all the passenger trains between Phila
delphia and Pittsbun~- stopped at this house for meals. and the 
sen·ice was vn·rywht·rc• regarded as mo:-:t excellent. and the 
patronage was n·ry cxte11:-:ivc. Thn:-;c were the day:-- hciorc 
dining car:-: were in ll!-ie. .-\s l ha,·c gh'l ll a list of the land
lords. it i:-: only proper that f ~lwuld al:-:o 111cntio11 the ~c,·eral 
com·cyance-, oi the property. On the l~th clay oi February, 
18<iH. l f e111-y Eicholtz conYcn•d to Caleb IL Sw('azer. of Phila
delphia. for· the cnnsiclt>ratio11 oi $1,.~on. snhjcct to the payment 
c',i a certain nmrtgag-e nf $Hl!l.(i;i to thl' heirs of Thomas Eclge 
at tlH· death of his widow, Edith Edge. also stthj<.·ct to what wa~ 
~-ranted to thr railroad company. Caleb B. Sweazey died, and 
ktters testamentary were granted upon his c~tatc :\pril 18, Hrn~. 

Dy deed dated lamtan· .\ 18(HI. Daniel Sweazv,·, executor 
oi Caieh n. Sweaze~·. d1..·ct:a:-:ccl. sold to Richard ~1.· Boldridge, 
subject to certain payment and certain obligation. Richard ~l. 
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Bold ridge, by deed dated January 22, 1895, sold to i\fargaret 
:Murphy, for $22,000. J\Hchael ~Iurphy and i\largaret, his wiie, 
by deed dated June 7, 1902, sold to Louis L. Gibney. Louis L. 
Gibney and wife, by deed dated April 1, 1903, sold to \Villiam 
C. Armstrong, for the consideration of $50,000. In this convey
ance it was specified as the "Pennsylvania Railroad House." 
William C. Armstrong and wife, by deed dated August 1, 190-!, 
sold to \Villiam H. Snyder, for the consideration of $70,000. 
vVilliam H. Snyder and wife, by their deed dated May 7, 1906, 
sold to \Villiam R. Yeakel, for the consideration of $15,000, _sub
ject to two mortgages amounting to $40,000, in which convey
ance it was mentioned as the "Pennsylvania Railroad House:· 
\Villiam R. Yeakel, by deed dated May '1, 1906, sold to Louis L. 
Gibney, for the consideration of $21,000, subject to the payment 
of two mortgages amounting to $-10,000, in which conveyance it 
was mentioned as the "Pennsylvania Railroad House." The 
hotel on the south side of the railroad, known as l\IcFadden's 
Hotel, was first licensed as a tavern house in April, 185-1. It 
continued in operation under direction of various members of 
the i'dcFaddcn family ttJ1til March 31, 1888, when Ann E. Mc
Fadden, executrix of Michael i\·IcFaddcn, deceased, sold the 
property to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, which cor
poration demolished the buildings and erected a railway station 
upon its site. 

1'homns Uuchnnan Hcnd wns horn nt Corner Ketch in East 
Brandywine 'l'ownship a short distnnce from Downingtown. Among 
his works in pro;e nntl poetry was "Pnul Hedding", a tnle of the 
Brandywine, published in Boston in 1845.. In this work he thus 
met.Jons the Bramh'wine: . 

Not Juniata's rocky tide 
That bursts its mountain barriers wide, 
Nor Susquehanna broad and fair, 
Nor thou, sea-drinking Dehntare ; 
Nny with that lovtily ttream compare 
'l'hnt draws its winding silver Jina 
'l'hrough Chester's storied vales and hills, 
'fhe bright, the laughing Brandywine, 
That dallies with its hundred mills. 

It sings bene11th its bridge~ gray 
To cheer the dusty traveler's way, 
Or courting for a time his glance, 
It rests in glassy stillness there, 
And soon gives back his countenance 
Beguiled of half its care. 
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Or wide before some cottage door 
It spreads to show its pebbled floor; 
And there while little children meet 
TG gather shells nt sunny noon, 
Its ripples sparkle round thetr feet, 
And weave a joyous tune. 

Yet I have seen it foam when pent 
As wroth at the impediment; 
For like our noble ancestry, 
It ever struggled to be free I 
But soon along some shady bank 
In conscious liberty it sank, 
Then woke and sought the distant bay 
\Vith many a blessing on it1 way. 

Oh, when our Jife hath run its course, 
Our billowy pulses lost their force, 
'l'l_ien may we know the heavenly ray 
Of peace hath lit our useful way; 
Yet feel assured that every ill 
Hath sunk beneath a steadfast wilJ. 
May wei when dying, leave bohind 
Somewhat to cheer a kindred mind ; 
That toil-worn souls may rather bless 
'l'hen curse us in their sore distress. 
For Oh, his is a hateful lot 
·who dies accursed, or dies forgot, 
But sweet it is to know the brave 
May conquer, with good deeds, the grave;• 
And leave a name that long may shine 
Like that of memory divine, 
The far-famed '' Banks of Brandywine." 

The Hcene of this tale is located at Marshalton and Downing• 
town, and the upper part of Eas~ Bradford, and one of the characters 
in the story is a Dutch Landlord of the "Half Way House" in 
Downingtown. It is interesting, showing the:, taste of the writer for 
the scenes of his youthful days. 
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POSTMASTERS--1798-1899 
DOWNINGTOWN 

Hunt Downing, 
\Villinm Frame, 
Jesse Evans, 
Isaac Downing, 
Isachor Price, 
'fhomns Hutchinson, 
William B. Hunt, 
James Lockhart, 
Thomas Scott 
Richard D. ,v olls, 
,vmiam McFarlan 
Nathan ,vilson., 
D. l\Iorgan Cox, 
Jesse H. Roberts, 

April 1, 1798 
September 20, 1816 
April 23, 1823 
l\larch 30, 1827 
January 9, 1836 
Jt))y 24, 1841 
February 10, 1846 
July 21; 1849 
February 23, 1853 
December 10, 1860 
October 12, 1885 
April 26, 1890 
April 24, 1894 
June '24, 1898 

EAST DOWNINGTOWN 

Charles ,v. 'Jhandler, 
,villiam 1\lcFnrlan, 
Joseph Havard Downing, 

March 27, 1890 
October lS, 1894 
March 3, 1899 

ROLL OF CHIEF BURGESSES 
1859•60 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 J-, 

1867 
1868 

*James Lockhart 
*A. ,v. \Villa 
*Charles Downing 
*Morgan L. Reese 
*S. Stuart Leech 
*David Shelmire 
*John R Mullin 
*William Edge 
*Allen W. Wills 
*Temple Jones 

1869 '1 •Eber GarrtitlJ" 
1870 ->-, •John S. Mullin 
1871 *\\'m. B. Torbert 
1872 •D. 1\1. Cox 
1873 74 *J. C. M. Eicholtz 

1875 
1876 
1877•79 
1880-83 
1884 
1835·86 
1887-90 
1891-93 
1894•96 
1897-99 
1900-02 
1903•05 
1906·08 
1909· 

*\Vm. B. Torbert 
J. T. Cal'penter 

*J. 8. Leech 
Dr. Thos. E. Parke 

*J. S. Leech 
Dr. Thos. E. Parke 
Dr. L. T. Bremerman· 
J qseph R. Downing 
,Tames R. Gordon 
Abiah P. Ringwalt 
J. Hunter Wills 
H. B. Sides 
J. Hunter \Vills 
Thomas Pedrick 

* Signified deceaserl. Temp1e Jones fl1led out the unexpired term (1808)· 
of Mr. Will's, who died in office. 

The lollowing have been in the Council, the nameR being, given· 
in· the order of their earliest service : 

Daniel Ringwalt, David Shelmire, R. D. ,vells, ,vmiam EJge, 
J. S. Leech, M. D., \fm. B. Hoopes, Isanc '\\'ebster, Charles Down-



167 

ing, \V. F. Hilton, ,v. Rogers, Temple Jones, Robert B. l\Ji1ler, 
John P. &ugh, Charles Ziegier, John S. 1\Iullin, George \V. Gordon, 
Andrew \V. Cox, Eber Garrett, Jo~eph Edge, Jacob Fondersmith, 
James Good, Samuel Black, Wm. McClintock, Nathan J. Sharpless, 
Benj. F. Lewis, Silas D. Yerkes, J. C. l\I. Eicholtz, Chns. E. l~lston, 
D. M. Cox, Jri.mes R. Gordon, ,vm. B. 'forbert, Jesse B. Dunwoody, 
Joseph Pepper, Garrett Staddon, James Gibson, George E. " 7ills, 
John It Jonson, R. M. Boldridge, John McGmw, Thomas ~:. Parke, 
,vm. McFarland, John B. \Vollerton, J. Don Leavy Long, Samuel 
Buchanan, \V. F. McCaughey, F. O'Neil1, George A. Cobb, \Vm. 
l\Iorgan, Jos. H. Lewis, A. l\IcQuirus, Samuel Hawkins, James L. 
Benn, John B. Creswol1, Urinh P. Brown, Dr. L. T. llremermnn, 
Nathan P. "'ilson, Joseph Ji.,riclay, Dr. j~Jm P. Edge, James Hamil
ton, 'l'homus Pedrick, S. P. Brown, S. A. Uicking, Jacob Shelmire, 
Ezra Brown,~ Ellis Y. Brown, Howard B. Sides, A. P. 'futton, Levi 
B. Dowlin, G. 'f. Guthrie, Charles G. Hess, Moses Marshall, Guyon 
Miller, H. R. Brownhnck, \Vm. Sheesley, Robert A. Holdridge, E. V. 
Philips, S. Austin Bicking, Samuel D. White, Frank J. l\lcGrnw, 
\\'. Irwin Pollock, l\Jnrk Conne11, Isanc Y. Ash, Dr. Ed ward Kerr: 
L. L. Gibney, A. P. Ringwalt, Jos. A. Bicking. 

PRESENT BOROUGH OFFICIALS 
C111.EF BuRnEss-'fhomns Pedrick. 
Couxc11.~1EN-Frank J. l\IcGraw, President; Isnnc Y. Ash, Jos. 

A. Bicking, L. L. Gibney, Dr. Edward Kerr, Guyon- Miller. 
Ellis Y. Brown, Jr., Secretary; Downingtown NntioL111l Uankt 

Treasurer; Alfred P. Hehl, ~~sq., Solicitor; Joseph II. Johnson, ~Jsq, 
Surveyor; '!'hos. \V. Grny, Chief-of-Polic; John Corcoran, Pntro]mnn. 

BoAnD ol!' HEALTH-Dr. B. G. Arno]d, President; Dr. H. Y. 
PenneH, Secretary; II. B. Sides, Allen E. Keim, Harry \\'orrnll, 
H. lt Simmons. Henith Officer, \Vm. H. Henle. 

BoARD OF EnucATION-Dr. L. ~l'. Bre!nArman, President; E. V. 
Philip~, Vice President; Eber Garrett, Secretary; Nathan Wilson, 
Treasurer; Theodore Griflith, Frank Weaver. 

Bonouou Auurrous-Howard K Laird, Freel. \V. ~IcClnret 
John M. Patton. 

BOROUGH FINANCES 
llecE::ii1>ts ..................................................... 821,032 42 
Expenditures: 

Streeets . ...................................... ......... 86,458 53 
'\\'ater ....................................... , .. .. .... 018 78 
I..1igl1t........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 7·7 4 54 
J>o]ice ........ .......................... ".. . . . . . . . . . . . 804 05 
Fire.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,080 15 
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Sa]n ries . ............................................... . 
l\l ieicelln11eous ................ , ....................... . 
Bonds .................................................. . 
I.:Jalance ............. ................................... . 

784 20 
1,103 63 
4,697 17 
1,461 87 

A~se~s:·:···················································'ll5,152 96 
I,1ab1ht1es. ....... .. .. . . ...... .. . . . ..... .. .. ... .... .. ... .. . 58,065 80 

CO~IPARATIVE STATEMENT BY DECADES, SHOWING TAXATION 
I<'OH BOROUGH Pl:HPOSES: 

Years 
1859 
1869 
1879 
1889 
1899 
1909 

Asse~~ed Yaluation Tax Rate 
194,010 00 3 mills 
161,052 00 5 mills 

No dntn given ,, 
" 

1,991,745 00 4 mi11s 

Amount of Tax 
082 03 

· 80.5 26 
2,000 00 
2,,500 00 

Ne report 
7,966 98 

AUDITOHS' REPPOH'l' OF THE DOWNINGTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING .JUNE 8, 1908: 

lleceipts ..................................................... $15, 294 72 
Ji~xpenses ... .............................................. 12,824 87 

Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12,469 85 

LIABILITIES 
Outstanding Bonds ................................ ...... 814,000 00 

ASSETS 
Outeta11cling Tax ................................ ........ . 8 824 72 
East Caln Township 'ruition..... ... ....... ............ 200 16 
Real Estate, East \Vnrd......... .............. .... ...... 5,00() 00 
Real Estate, \Vest Ward ................................ 10,000 00 
Personal Property (both schoJls) ...... ·.. ............ 4,779 00 

$20,308 88 
SINKING FUND ACCOUNT 

Balance last audit ....................................... 81,236 73 
Soptember 4, 1907, deposited ............. !........... 584 00 
Int~rest .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 08 

Dime Savings Fund .................................... 81,858 81 



CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS 
Pnge 95. For Dr. Collins rend Dr. Co1lier. 
Pnge 105. NonTuwoon C.i-;.:,1E'n;ny, Unfortunately the corrected 

proof with delayed mntcri11l was· overlooked. • Ji,or .John B. Rogers 
rend Hogers, and the date of interment April 24-, 1872. In the Jist 
of first omcers for W. 8. Ganctt rend Eber Garrett, and for 8. 
Howard Downing read J. Ha\'ard Downing. lkforo the organiza
tion of the Northwood Cemetery, Eber Garrett nn<l Caleb Baldwin, 
on their own responsibility, purchased twenty ncres of the 'J'honrns 
tract nt private sale and five acres of the Lindley tract at public sale, 
being the Cemetery plot. The old tradition that there was a ceme
tery at Northwood previous to the present one is incorrect. A mnn
ber of persons, however, were buried there, especially tho bodies of 
certain Irish Jabnrer5, who died of cholera during the epidemic of 
1832. 'l'hey were employed on the Pennsylvania Railroad nnd their 
homes were unknown. 'l'hese gnl\'es lie in the eastern part of the 
cemetery, neat· the gnl1y. 

THE SEMf .. CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
Chairman, Isaac Y. Ash; Secretary, Charles F. McFadden; 

Trcmsurer, Joseph H. Johnson. 
Historical Committee, Rev. Lewis \V. Mudge, D. D., Isaac 

Y. Aslr; Finance Committee, J. Hunter \Vills, Joseph H. John
son; Advertising, Rev. Joseph H. Earp, James G. Fox; J nvita
tions, Joseph H. Johnson, Rev. Lewis \\'. l\Iudgc, D. D.; l!nter
tainmcnt, Dr. L. T. Bremmcrman, Charles F1 l\JcFaddc11; Pa
rades, Horace Carpenter, F. J. l\lcGraw; Decorations, James G. 
Fox, Rev. Joseph H. Earp; Sports and Pastimes, Charles F. 
1fcFacl(ilcu, Horace Carpenter; Souvenirs, J. Howard Dm,-.ning, 
Dr. I"'. 'f'. Bremmcrman; Banquet, F. J .. McGraw, Isaac Y. Ash. 

These chairman and their associates were assisted by nu
merous citizens, of whom it is impossible to give a colllJ)lete list. 
Owing to ti-:,! happy concurrence of notable events during th@ 
celebratic 11 :he direct expense of the committee has been corre
spondingly small. The Council generously appropriated two 
hundred ·and fifty dollars. The 11-inancc Committee gathered 
over two hundred dollars, a considerable portion of which was 
in ttnsolicitccl contributions. 'l'hc Executive Committee has, 
however, co-operated with the various interests included in the 
Semi-centennial program, and the expenditures connected with 
the dedication of the ~Hnqucs Fire Co.'s building, the l\Jemorial 
Day parade and exercises of the Grand Army, the Baccalaureate 
exercises and cornerstone laying of the Board. of Education and 
som~ special outlays in connection with the. history a~c not in
cluded in the committee's budget. As these cxc-rcises would 



1;0 

have taken place in any event, their occurrence in connection 
with the Anniversary secured the proper celebration of the Semi
centennial with a ,·e.ry moderate putlay. 

POSTSCRIPT 
The task of the Historical Committee has been performed. 

The assertion as to the difficulties encountered, in the Foreword, 
may be emphasized here. Almost everything in this history 
has been dug up from the records, .the minute hooks and the 
memories of the past, or has been freshly written. E,·en cher
ished traditions have required verification, and in cases have 
been found mythical. 'l'he order of the history would in some 
respects have been different if the committee and the historian 
had had three or four months instead of one in which to do the 
work, and some repetitions would have been avoided. It has 
been necessary from the beginning to give the copy to the printer 
as rapidly as it could be, prepared. Nor can the committee hold 
itself responsible for the spelling of names, the giving of dates 
and other matter by the many who have furnished material and 
to whom the thanks of the committee for their aid is heartily 
given. 

The review of these pages will doubtless stir memories and 
provoke research, and we hereby make the request that any 
corrections or additions to this history be communicated to the 
committee, and if sufficient information of importance is re
ceived it will be printed in some form that can be placed in the 
history. \Ve regret that the program of the Semi-centennial 
Anniversary is not as yet in full and definite form for insertion 
here, but it wi11 be given separately to the public. The com· 
mittee \\·Ottld also suggest that persons having any ancie1it or 
modern documents or books or relics of historical value would 
do well th present them for safekeeping to the Downingtown 
Public Library. 

LEWIS \\T. l\1UDGE, 
ISAAC Y. ASH. 


