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FOREWORD 

In writing a History of Hatfield I wish to 

say that I have been a life-long resident and an 

observer of old land marks. Being encouraged 

by friends who were like-minded, and also by 

the help of my old friend and schoolmate, Henry 

S. Landis, who previously published a History 

of Franconia, I agreed to publish this History 

of Hatfield. In most instances I have been able 

to trace the land-owners back to the original 

owners. 

DAVID K. ALLEBACH 
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8 HISTORY OF HATFIELD 

HATFIELD 

The township is one of tl1c most 
regulnr in its outlines of any in Mont
gomery County. It is bounded on the 
northea:;t by the county of Bucks, 
northwest by Franconia, s1mthwest 
by Towamencin, southeast by Mont
gomery, and south by the borough of 
Lansdale, a po1·tion of which was 
taken from Hatfield when incorpo
rated in 1872. It is situated in the 
middle northeast side of Montgomery 
County, and is distant from ten to 
fourteen miles from the county seat 
nnd about 25 miles northwnrd from 
Philadelphia. 

In form it is nearly square, being 
three and three-quarter miles long by 
three miles in breadth, containing only 
7,100 acres, or eleven square miles, 
being one of the smaller districts of 
the county. Hatfield township was 
laid out nnd confirmed by the Court 
of Qunrter Ses8ions of Philadelphia 
CJunty, at H,e March Term, l 742. The 
surveyor's draft and survey, made by 
William Jones, is dated the 18th day 
of 12th month, 1742/3. The surveyor, 
General William Parsons, on March 
9th, 1742, certified that the lines or 
boundaries did not interfere with any 
other township. 

The original draft and order of 
Court is on file at City Hall, Philadel
phia, and a copy of the same at the 
Montgomery County Historical So
ciety, at Norristown. 

STREAMS 
The township forms a summit level, 

from which the drainage is towards 
both the Schuylkill and Delaware. The 
west branch of the Neshaminy and its 
tributaries, however, drain the greater 
portion of its area. Two branches rise 
in the north corner of the township, 
and flow southward to Hatfield sta
tion; then, bearing eastward, the 
united r.trcam flows to the cast corner 
of the township. Another branch rises 
in Hilltown, crosses the county line 
near Unionville and joins the other 
branch half a mile southwest of Tre-

TOWNSHIP 

wigtown. Another branch rises in the 
borough of Lansdale, and, flowing 
northward, meets the larger branch 
near the Cowpath. 

A small brook starts from meadow 
springs, less than a mile southwest 
from Colmar, and meets the main 
stream near the county line bridge. 
Smnll affluents of the Skippack start 
in the west corner, flowing south
west across the Allentown road, and 
another one describes a short course 
on the northwest border of the town
ship, coming and returning to Fran
conia. Some rivulet b1·ooks flow across 
the southwest township line, through 
rather deep valleys, nnd hasten to 
form the Towamencin. 

ROADS 
The first road wns the old Bethle

hem road, entering the east corner of 
the township up to Line Lexington, 
was opened in 1714. The first bridge 
wns built acrosa the Neshaminy creek 
above Colmar, some time between 1767 
and 1770, part by subscription and 
part by Philadelphia County; repaired 
by Philadelphin County in 1784; again 
repaired in 1706 by Montgomery 
County; rebuilt in I 797 by saH county. 

Tht3 new Bethlehem rood was con
firmed by Court to be opened between 
1-ltttfleld and Bucks County in 1786, 
then condemned by March term of 
Court, again confirmed by Court in 
September of 1788. This was from 
Linc Lexington up to township line. 
In 1808 a petition was sent to Court 
to straighten the snme ns it Jay partly 
entirely in Bucks County nnd at other 
parts entirely in .Montgome1·y County, 
confirmed by Court in 1809. A second 
petition was sent to Court to straighten 
same in 1811, stating thnt they had 
made a worm fence out of it. It was 
turnpiked in 1814. 

COWPATH ROAD 

Laid out in 1740. The Forty-foot 
road was opened about 1760. This wns 
turnpiked via Broad street, Hatfield 
borough, to Allentown road in Towa
me11cm township in 1890. The eastern 
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end was condemned when the horou_gh 
was created in 1898. The remainder 
was condemned in 1904, the Jury al
lowing $3,796.00. 

LENHART'S ROAD 
Opened about 1797 via Walnut 

street, thence southwest via Broad 
street through Gwynedd township. 

TREWIGTOWN ROAD 
From county line to Cowpath, via 

Moyer's road, via Franconia avenue 
to l\lnin street, Lansdale borough; 
opened 1816. 

Township line between Montgomery 
township and Hatfield, opened 1816. 

Township line between Franconia 
township and Hatfield, opened 1819. 

WELSH ROAD 
Now Main street, Lansdale, from 

eight - cornered schoolhouse in Gwy
nedd township to Forty - foot road. 
Opened 1819, turnpiked from Lans
d3lc to Plain Mennonite Church in 
1869, condemned in 1898. Jury allowed 
$2,852.00. 

ORVILLA ROAD 
Opened from the Plain Mennonite 

Church to Bethlehem pike in 1822. 

BERGEY'S ROAD 
Opened from Bethlehem pike to 

Cowpnth road in 1824. 

DERSTINE ROAD 
Opened in 1826. 

FUNK ROAD 
O1iened in 1828. 
Rond from Elroy to Lansdale via 

Sunnyside schoolhouse to Lansdale 
opened in 1836. 

FAIR GROUNDS ROAD 
From Cowpnth to Hilgner's Corner 

opened in 1838. 

VINE STREET 
Opener in 1868. 
Maple avenue down to Orvilla road 

opened in 1874. 

OAK PARK ROAD 
Opened in 1874. 

UNIONVILLE ROAD 
Opened 1872, turnpiked 1884, con

demned in 1907; damages allowed 
$4,960.00. 

SOUDERTON-HATFIELD ROAD 
Opened 1893. 

RAILROAD 
The railroad was built through here 

in 1866. It was built by the North 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company. It 
was first opened to Gwynedd on Mon
day, July 2, 1866, a dhtance of nine
teen miles. After leaving Master 
street the cars stopped at the follow
ing stn tions: Tioga street, Fisher's 
Lane, Green Lane, Oak Lane, City 
Line, Old York Road, Chelten Hills, 
Tacony, Edge Hill, Camp Hill, Fort 
Washington, Wissahickom, Penllyn, 
and Gwynedd. 

The first time-table issued hy the 
North Pennsylvania Railroad Com
pany was as follows: Going north
Leave Coho~uinoque station, corner 
Front and Willow streets. Going north 
-6 A.M., 9 A.M., 2.30 P.M., 6 P.M. 
Going south - Leave Gwynedd, 6.30 
A.M., 9.12 A.M., 12 M., 6.12 P.M. 
Passengers for Bethlehem and inter
mediate places -..;akc 6 A.M. train. To 
meet such trains they will find stages 
l'eady nt Gwynedd to convey them to 
their respective, destination. 

By October 1, 1866, the rails were 
laid to Doylestown. This branch was 
startc!d in March, 1866. This passes 
through the lower end of the town
ship. The road was opened October 6, 
1860, with a trnin containing the 
directors and other officials and on the 
next day forenoon, the first regular 
train left for the city and in the after
noon was n second. A stntion in the 
township wns placeJ at the crossing 
of the Bethlehem pike which was later 
named Colmar. 

On December 30, 1866, it. was stated 
that the line was now finished from 
Philadelphin to Freemansburg, where 
it conmcls with the Lehigh Vall~y 
Rnilrond. This is about two miles east 
of Bethlehem und nine miles west of 
Easton. On January 10, 1867, S. W. 
Roberts, chief engineer, stated that 
the road is opened to the Lehigh. For 
ten days the passenger trains have 
been running to Easton. A'nd today 
the first train of cars laden with coal 
reached Philadelphia from the Lehigh 
coal region. The president of the com
pany l'cported to the stockholders that 
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the road was opened January 1, 1857, 
vf a Shimersvflle branch. 

On July 7, 1857, the Main Line be
tween Hellertown and Bethlehem was 
finished and July 8 the business was 
transferred to the Main Line from 
since which time two daily passenger 
trains have been running between 
Philadelphia and Bethlehem. The com
pany placed a station at the Main 
street crossing, now Hatfield borough. 
In 1872 It was moved to its present 
location. This was a small frame 
building; later an addition was built. 
This was destroyed by fire in July, 
1913; then the present brick building 
was erected. 

TIME-TABLE No. 2 

Partial Copy of a Time-table of the 

North Pennaylvania Railroad 

Effective Monday, February 2, 1857 

EXPRESS 
North South 
A.M. P.M. 

Willow St., Phila,, Pa.. . . 8.30 6.60 
Master St., Ph Ila., Pa.. . . 8.46 6.86 
Fisher's Lane 9.00 6.20 
Old York Road ......... 9.09 6.13 
Edge Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.19 6.04 
Fort Washington . . . . . . . 9.27 4.67 
Gwynedd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.40 4.48 
Lansdale . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.62 4.34 
Hatfield ............... 10.02 ,t.25 
Sellersville ............ 10.23 4.04 
Quakertown ........... 10.63 8.35 
Coopersburg ........... 11.23 3.10 
Hellertown ............ 11.45 2.46 
Freemansburg ......... 11.66 2.36 

Freight trains must not obstruct 
passenger trains, but must be on the 
side track ten minutes before pas
senger trains arc due. 

A. H. FRACKER 
Master of Transportation 

( One freight train also ran daily on 
schedule, but did not stop at Hatfield.) 

Mrs. Lillie Keck is the owner of 
this tir,.e-table, and received lt from 
her father, Harvey Ziegenfuss, who 
was at this time employed on the rail
road. Two local trains are also on the 
time-table, but both went north, only 
to Gwynedd. Colmar station is men
tioned as Line Lexington, and Chal
font aR Whitehall. 

TROLLEY ROAD 
This was built through Hatfield in 

1899 by the Inland Traction Company 
and extended from Menlo Park, Per
kasie, to Lansdale. The road entered 
Hatfield at town'.1hlp line and Soud
erton - Hatfield road above Frank 
Scholl's place down said road to Union 
street, Hatfield borough; thence south
west to Market street; thence south
east to Lincoln avenue; thence to 
Main street; thence down the middle 
of same street; thence from Main 
street to Vine; thence to Koff el 
corner; thence down to Orvf lla road; 
thence southwest to about whert• 
Edgar Kratz lives; thence down 
through private property to what Is 
now Eighth street, Lansdale, down to 
Frnnconla avenue; thence southwest 
to Fifth street; thence down to Can
non avenue; thence southwest to Main 
street, 1-ansdale borough. At this time 
this portkn was all In Hatfield town
ship. 

The first trolley passed over the 
track on April 20, 1000. The next year 
the tracks were extended to North 
Wales. About 1909 this company sold 
out to the Lehigh Valley Traction 
Company whose lines were c,xtcnded 
from Chestnut Hill to Allentown. In 
1918 the trolley tracks In Hatfield 
were moved to its present location 
with a station at Broad s"reet. 

POST OFFICE 
Hatfield, Mont1omery County, Penna. 

Postmaster Date. Appointed 

Jacob M. Cassel. . June 23, 1861 (Est.) 
Jacob G. Leidy ....... April 21, 1866 
John McLaughlin ... October 21, 1872 
Jacob F. Lambert .... March 26, 1878 
Henry S. Beidler ..... August 7, 1874 
Joseph Proctor .... February 22, 1876 
Sabina Proctor ........ April 18, 1878 
Henry M. Zeigler ....... April 1, 1870 
Ephraim K. Blanck .. August 21, 1886 
Dr. Thomas E. Cooper .. April 7, 1886 
Enos F. Hackman ...... Mar, 16, 1889 
Chauncey J. Buckley ... April 11, 1892 
Titus Albright ........ April 26, 1896 
Chauncey J. Buckley ..... May 3, 1900 
Jonas S. Moyer ........ April 22, 1908 
Jacob Hollenbach ... February 2, 1914 
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Wilson R. Kulp . December 12, 1022 
Elmer N. Zcpp(Acting) May 2, 1986 
Elmer N. Zepp. . April 21, 1936 
Cohna,, Mon~1omer1 Co11nt1, Penna. 

This office wa& established as Ains
worth. 
Comly L. Jenkins June{), 1871 (Est.) 

The name of this office wns changed 
to Colmar, June 23, 1871. 
Postmaster Date Appointed 
Comly L. Jenkins June 23, 1871 
Andrew H. Delph . . . April 21, 1874 
Parker Jenkins ... May 26, 1876 
Theodore R. HartzeJJ ... July R, 1893 
Parker Jenkins. . .June 26, 1897 
Levi C. Rosenberger. . . Feb. 10, 1911 
South Hatfield, Mont•• Co., Penna, 
This office was established ns Or-

District when the public schoo) system 
was adopood. This was r'!:'.•!d in 1871 
and the presrnt bullding e.\'tdul which 
is now a dwelling. It was long called 
by it& former name, Eight Cornered 
SchooJhou!!e, later Miller's Corner be
cause Charh.d F. MUJer was the 
owner of the adjoining property. He 
was a blacksmith and had a shop on 
the opposite comer where the school 
bus r,hanty used to be. 

Later when the railroad company 
placed a station at the cross road in 
1880 they named it Orvilla. Then this 
locality was known as OrviUa and the 
1-choolhouse was then called by that 
name. 

Ci~~8;Jes Myers .. April 21, 1890 (Est.)) DAVIS FREE SCHOOL 
The name of this office was changed The next was the Davis Schoolhouse 

to South Hatfield, January 4, 1893. on his farm which was located on 
Charles Myers . . January 4, 1893 what is now Lenhart and Cowpath 
Aaron Richards . . June 20, 1896 ~oad. The schoolhouse was located 
Joseph B. Anders ..... July 29, 1897 s◊ut~of where Moyer's road joins 
Henry M. Kaisinger . April 24, 1900 m--cow'path. Richard Davis, in his 
Joseph B. Anders September 19, 1900 wiJJ, written January 29, 1762, diverts 
Frank S. Koff'el . . . . . July 2, 1907 that £20 should be paid yearly by his 
Howard S. Hunsberger .. July 28, 1914 executor, John Jenkins, toward keep-
Ziegler Z. Cope . . . January 17, 1916 Ing a free school in Hatfield township. 

This office was discontinued October This schoolhouse was built of logs 
31, 1017. Mail wus ordered sent to and contained two rooms, in one of 
Hatfle)d. them the various teachers lived, 

amonftst whom was Kimber Martin. 

OLD TIME SCHOOLS 
In the early days of the township 

there were four schools. The first we 
know was built on the farm of Henry 
Frey, on the southern corner of his 
plantation which is now the cemetery 
lot at the Plain Mennonite Meeting 
House. This Wds built between 1760 
nnd 1769. It was built of logs and was 
used for school and worship by the 
Mennonites. The house stood tiU 1813 
when the log house was demolished 
and a meeting house built of stone. 
When this school was discontinued at 
this place is not known. 

Later a schoolhouse wns built at 
corner Clf Orvilla and Koffcl's road. 
Christian Snyder sold n Jot of the 
eastern corner, forty perches of his 
farm, in 1888, to Abraham B. Snyder, 
John Wagnor and Daniel Price for a 
sct}(lo]house and thereon was erected 
the eight-cornered schoolhouse. This 
was taken over by the Hatfield School 

This building stood till after 1880. 
He also directs that his executor shall 
name a trustee after him. After the 
prt:sent school Jaw went into effect 
the school directors took charge of 
this fund which remained a lien on 
the farm-the owners paying annual
ly the said sum of $63.20 to Hatfield 
Schoo] Treasury. In 1926 this lien was 
declared satisfied by order of court by 
the owner, Katherine Mernotf, paying 
$1,186.18 to be set up as a trust. The 
Union National Bank of Souderton 
now has charge of this fund by paying 
the inoorest annually to the Hatfield 
School District. 

A GERMAN SCHOOL 

Another ~choolhouse was built on 
the township Hne, bordering Fran
conia township on the farm of Charles 
Shellenberger, now Joseph Clemmer. 
This lot was given by the owner for 
a German school. This lot was con
veyl'd to John Leidy and John Cope, 
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trustee, May 27, 1794. The Hatfield 
School District sold this lot in 1987 
to William Meyers who owned the 
adjoining property. The schoolhouse 
was razed about 1849. 

UNION SCHOOLHOUSE 

The fourth was built on the Mus
selman tract opposite Bean's store, 
south Hatfield, in 1806, on the farm 
then owned by John Wisler. This was 
built of logs. Samuel Musselman, a 
former owner, in his will hl.>queathcd 
twenty-five pounds for school books 
and sc)tooling; five pounds yearly for 
five years to the poor and needy chil
dren of said township and if any 
overplus it should be appUed for 
clothing to such P.001· and needy chiJ
drcn, to be distributed by his execu
tors. 

We find that in 1840 the township 
began to elect a board of school direc
tors. This may have been to take 
charge of the schools where no trus
tees had been appointed. 

After the public school system had 
been adopted in 1860 they bought a 
lot of forty perches in 1851 from Enos 
Ratzel whereon was built the western 
schoolhouse. This was known as Sunny 
Side School. 

In 1852 they bought a lot from 
Jonas Price whereon was built the 
northern schoolhouse. This was called 
Oak Grove School because of the 
many oak trees surrounding it. 

About the same time the north
eastern schoolhouse was built on a lot 
given by Isaac Rosenberger who was 
the owner of the pl'esent Max Os fnrm 
at that time. There was no deed given 
in this connection. This was named 
Hickory Grove Schoolhouse because 
of the many hickory trees nearby. It 
was also called Eule Hoff. Eule is the 
German name for owl. The older folks 
said the pince was frequented by owls, 
the1·efore its name. 

The eastern schoolhouse was built 
on a lot purchased of Peter Evans 
Farm in 1878. This was sold to Hat
field School District for $1.00, with a 
string to it that whun it was no longer 
used for school purposes it should 
revert back to the farm. This was 
known as the Trewigtown School. The 
southern schoolhouse was built on a 

lot given hf Louisa Holmes, the owner 
of the adjoining farm at corner of 
Moyer and Schwab's road. This was 
built about 1872. This was )mown as 
Barren Plains School. 

Tho first schoolhouse built in this 
section was on the southeast side of 
the road between John Freed's resi
dence and what used to be the Dr. 
Moyer residence. This is a low swampy 
place. Therefore it was called the Mud 
Hole Schoolhouse. 

After the village of Hatfield had 
g1·own to a considerable size a school
house was built at the corner of Main 
and Lincoln avenue in 1885. Later 
when the village increased in popula
tion another story was added. Then it 
became a graded school. This was 
then in use until the borough was in
corporated in 1898 when an addition 
was bunt and it became a four
roomed school. 

Prior to this schoolhouse in the vii
luge the children went to four differ
ent schools. Those living in western 
section, from Mrs. Jonas Kulp resi
dence down to Blaine street, went to 
Sunny Side School. Those living 
around Hatfield depot north of Lincoln 
avenue went to Oak Grove School. 
Those living on Vine street west of 
the railroad went to Orvilla Schoo). 
ThoRe living on South Main street 
went to Hickory Grove School. 

After the consolidated 9chool vrns 
built in 1922, these schoolhouses were 
sold. The Sunny Side School was sold 
to Fred Weiss, Jr. The Oak Grove 
Schoo) was sold to Charles Felix. The 
O1·villa School was sold to Walter 
Moyer. The Hickory Grove and Bar
ren Plains had no title to the ground 
and the Trewlgtown School, with a 
string to the ground, could not be sold 
until a bill of ejection was ordered by 
Court. Hickory Grove was then sold 
to Henry Lnckner in 1923. Tho 
Trewigtown School wns then sold to 
Hnrold G. Bonekemper. He sold it to 
Laura Giles. The Barren Plains was 
sold to Warren Warner in 1923. The 
schoolhouse in the borough was sold 
to Frank Swartz. 

THE LINE LEXINGTON INDE
PENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

This was created in 1872. The 
schoolhouse, a two-story building, was 
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built for an academy school. It was 
erected in 1864 by aelling shares but 
it seems it never got any farther as 
no school was ever kept here. Then 
after the Independent District was 
formed they bought the building 
wherein they have their school. Thie 
district includes both the village that 
lies in Hatfield Township and also 
what lies in Bucke County. The num
ber of pupils in attendance ie about 
forty. 

CHURCHES 
PLAIN MENNONITE CHURCH 

The beginning of thf B church dates 
back to between 1760 nnd 1769. The 
ground was given by Henry Frt y 
from the southern corner of his fam,. 
Here was built a log house betweeu 
these dates. It stood in the east corner 
of the cemetery Jot and was uaed for 
school and worship by the Mennonites. 
It was in use until 1818 when a house 
was built of stone, about 80 x 40 ap
proximately, at a cost of $814.68. Th<, 
third house was built in 1867, also of 
stone, 40 x 60, and stood where the 
tir<'S<!llt house now stands. The present 
house was built f n 1022, also of stone 
and plahtered--dlrneufons 60 x 76. 

The services in the early days were 
conducted by ministers from other 
churches in Ute conference dJstrict. 

The first deacon elected here wa& 
John Welrman, the owner of the 
Weirnmn's MUI a11 mentioned in an
other chapter. Wraat year he was 
dected is not lmown but ~ometlme be
fore the Revolution. 

The first minister elected here Wftll_ 
John Krupp in 1816. He served 
twenty-eight yeAra. The next one 
elt.-cted was Jacob C. Kulp in 1888. He 
died in 1875. Another elected was 
Joseph Cassel - what yenr fs AOt 
known. He died in 1868. Jacob Lou-x 
was elected in 1868 and tiled in 1896. 
Henry Godeha11 elected in 187'4 and 
died f n 1908. Jonu Minfnger wa11 
elected in 1895 and diect· tu 1986. 
J ncob Clemene wa8 eJected in 1906. 
John Lapp was elected in 1988, The 
Jnttcr two nre scrvina at the preHent 
dnte. Memberebip i& 282. 

A partial list of burf als i1 Boor8e, 
Benner, Casflel, Conver, Clemn,er, 

Davis, Gross, GodshaU, Hackman, 
Heckler, Kindig1 Krupp, Freed, Kulp, 
Moyer, Ritumnousc, Ruth, Reed, 
Stauffer, Wismer, Souder, Weirman, 
Young, Allebach, Nace, Clemens, 
Rosenberger, Landis, Henning, and 
Mininger. 

FRICKS BURIAL GROUNDS 

Jacob Shooter sold from hiR 260-
acre tract fifty acres to George Sheive 
in 1'776. ~hooter had purchased this 
large tract from the heirs of Abraham 
Free in 1740. In the conveyance of 
Shooter to Shef ve a small lot is ex
cepted which Shooter had previously 
granted to the society called Menno
nites tor a burial ground, between a 
small gut and Beaver Creek with a 
privilege of a road along the tine from 
the west corner of said tract to the 
grounds. What year this conveyance 
was made we are not able to say but 
it was rnade between these two dates, 
1740 and 1776. 

The question is, why was this given 
to the Mennonites when they had one 
at Line Lexington. When we look at 
the dates we find that the cemetery 
lot at Line Lexington wu purchaeed 
in 17lm by the Mennonites. And thi" 
Frick•$ lot may have been donated 
prior to this date as Mr. Shooter's 
buy was made in 1740. 

Later this was under the control of 
the Funkite&-how it came into their 
po11seasion we do not know. Here they 
had a place to worship. They also 
cnlled themselvea Mennonitea. 

Chrf stian Funk was a bishop in the 
Mennonite Church in the time of the 
American Revolution. He was a son 
of Henry Fun kt a Mennonite Bf shop, 
an immigrant rrom Europe. He ~et
tJed in the western part ol what iM 
now Franconia township in 1719, be
ing the first settler in that township. 
He bought a tract of land of 200 acres 
in 1718. The tract Jay along the 
Indian Creek whereon he bufJt a mill 
known Jeter as Bechtel's, then Cfom
cn's, and last, Huber's mili. 

Henry Funk was a Bishop in the 
Mennonite Church. He seems to h,we 
been an educated man ae he and Diol
mnn Kolb sur,ervised the translation 
of the Martyrs Mirror from the Dut.ch 
into German, printed at the Ephrata 
Cloister in 1743. He also wa& the 
nutho1· of seve1·al other book1, namely, 
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Ein· Spiegel Der Taufe l\f it Geist Mit 
Wasser Mit Blute, published in 1744. · 
Another book title, Eine Restitution 
Oder Erklarung Einiger Hauppunktc 
Des Gcsctzes, was published after hh, 
death in 1763. 

Henry Funk had ten children, six 
daughters and four sons, John, Henry, 
Abram, and Christian. He died in 
1760. 

The executors sold the farm in two 
tracts: the mill and sixty-three acres 
to the son, Abram; the remaining 137 
acres to Christian in 1763. Abram sold 
his property to Christian who thus 
became the owner of the entire tract 
of his father. 

Christian was born in 1731 and 
married in 1767 and had nine children. 

After his father's death Isaac Kolb 
became Bishop, Christian Meyer was 
Deacon at this time. A disagreement 
soon broke out which caused much 
trouble. Kolb said, in his zeal, he 
would no longer serve with Meyer. 

In the meantime it was proposed to 
elect a new Bishop. Congregation 
voted Christian F 11nk and Samuel 
Bechtel. Trouble now again arose. 
Bishop Kolb, it appears, was opposed 
to have Funk installed. The matter 
at last was adjusted and the choice 
fell on Funk. Kolb was now peaceably 
disposed till his death. 

The church now enjoyed harmony 
until 1774 when the trouble started 
between the American colonies and 
England, trouble was taxing the colo
nies. In the year 1776 a meeting .was 
held in Franconia Township for the 
purpose of choosing three men who 
were to attend a delegation from other 
Provinces which were already engaged 
in war. Christian Funk, who said he 
had never attended a township meet
ing, decided to attend this one. On 
arriving he saw nearly the whole 
township had assembled and two
thirds of these were Mennonite21. At 
thiB meeting Funk expressed his 
opinion not to tear themselves from 
the King of England because he was 
the Protector of Pennsylvania, and 
as t.hey were a defenseless people they 
couM neither institute or destroy any 
Government. 

Pennsylvania, however, joined the 
other provinces and after the· Decla
ration of Independence, the constitu
tion. by Penn was done away with. 

The Mennonites now thought their 
lfoorty was taken away because under 
all l\ing's Govei:nment n~ liberty of 
co11sc1ence. was granted. . 

The Declaration of Independence 
rc:quired a new oath of all subjects of 
the 1:ewly-formcd sovereignties. Penn
sylvania, like all other states, required 
na oath of allegiance from all its 
citizens. This was very much objected 
to by the Mennonites for to take this 
oath might obligate them to take up 
arms against the King. As the wal' 
progressed, mutual abuse of those in 
favor of Congress and those in favor 
of the King continued. 

Afterwards, Funk having seen th~ 
constitution of th<> new government, 
saw. that the same religious libert)1 

was granted-that no man need bear 
arms or take an oath against hfo 
conscience. 

Funk now began to talk in favor of 
the colonies, saying that there were 
already four republics, perhapf 
America might become another. That 
we ought to let . the Americans and 
the English decide the contest and 
also remarked that the English had 
taken it away from the Spaniards 
and now the Americans were about to 
take it away from the English. 

Be~ides the oath of allegiance, Con
gress a1so laid n war tax. Funk's fel
low ministers opposed p1,1ying this tax 
because it was hostile to : the King. 
One remarked he would as soon take 
up arms as to help in this. way. ·Funk 
contended it should be paid and not 
questioned as ~o }" h.~t _it ~vas used 
for, · as they were · using t.11s· money 
to pay their· debts, ere. . · 

Things went on in this frame of 
mind until about the year l 'l7'T. It was 
now suggested · that it WM time· to 
ho1d communion.: With some few dif
ferences in the war things were dis
cussed, as the feehng of the Menno
nites against the American Army was 
very marked at this time, as some had 
suffe1·ed the loss of _their horses, 
wheat and provender. A day at length 
was ag1'eed upon to hold a council at 
each congregation: Funk at Clemens 
(now Salford), ·Meyer at Plafn, Ros
enberger at Bechtel. ' : · · · 

At these council· meetingB, fourteen 
accusations were lodged ag1linst··Funk . 

. Twelve accused :him 'of .having;alfowed 
to pay War ·.Tax, and not expressed 
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himself against Congress; the other 
two said they henrd he hnd taken the 
Oath of Allel!iance. This lust charge 
Funk denied-upon this understand
ing the communion was held. 

However, most of the ministers con
tinued to advise the congregations not 
to pay War 'fax. Funk taught, "Ren
der unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's." 

By 1778 the feeling was very mark
ed against Funk. After harvest there 
were nineteen applicants for Bap
tism. After the day was set for the 
ceremony the other ministers refused 
to take any part in the same. John 
Weirman, who was deacon, said he 
would not hand Funk the water as is 
the custom at the Baptism Service. 
After some discussion Funk and the 
congregation decided that John Funk 
should assist him as this would create 
the least disturbance-whereupon it 
was performed. 

Funk was now deposed of preaching 
for taking sides with a rebellious 
Government. Two days after this de
cision twenty brethren came to Funk 
asking him not to consent to this rul
inJ?. He, therefore, went on the next 
!3 nnclny to the meeting and sat in his 
usual place. The first Sabbath no 
other minister came, he, therefore, 
conducted the services. But after this 
the other ministers were always pres
ent and so arranged it that Funk 
wot1ld not get the privilege to say 
nnything. 

This continued for about six weeks 
when Funk's friends remarked, "It 
~eems we have nothing to say here." 
After this the Funk Faction held their 
Rervices on the Sunday when the 
others had none, but when Brethren 
are at odds things do not pass off 
that easy. 

One Sunday as they came to the 
meeting house they found the door 
locked and three men stood guard to 
see that they would not enter. They 
now were obliged to worship under 
the Canopy of Heaven. After this they 
conducted their services in private 
homes and t-nrns. 

These affairs continued· until 1781 
when Lord Cornwallis surrendered to 
General Washington. When the Peace 
Treaty was signed in 1783 England 
renounced all claim upon the Ameri-

can Colonies. Funk now had hopes 
that the two opposing factions would 
again unite as the old charge against 
Funk was now a dead issue. 

But the saying is, trouble does not 
come singly. Other charges were now 
made: one said he cheated the town
ship of twenty-five pounds; another 
said he kept my good flour and gave 
me old wormy flour instead; another 
said he sold his neighbor's ram. 

In the meanwhile Funk continued 
to ask for union but claims they 
would not give him a hearing. He 
therefore sent two men to Connestoga 
(now Lancaster) but found it there 
as dark as in the Franconia District. 
Things continued in this state of 
nffairs until 1804 when ten Bishops 
hnd died who were connected when 
Funk was deposed from preaching. 

They now decided to give him a 
hearing again in 1806 and again in 
1806 he was asked to come to Con
ference. At this meeting he was 
granted the privilege to express him
self. The reason he wanted union he 
said was because they were of the 
same faith and as they had inter
married it was hard to draw the line 
of separation. 

But Conference would not receive 
his Ministers, neither would Funk 
forsake his Ministers whom he had 
ordained. When the question was put 
before the Congregation the Plain 
appears satisfied to have Funk re
united except one man, this person 
had helped to lock the Church door 
against Funk twenty-eight years be
fore, his name was George Delp. 

When the question was put before 
the Congregation at Franconia there 
was opposition. Funk claims it was 
due to the way it was pt:t. Finally in 
1807 Funk was notified of the deci
sion, the vote was 118 opposed and 
46 in favor. 

In 1809 Funk published a little 
pamphlet called, The Mirror for All 
Mankind, to tell the future generation 
of all this troubl\!, The book was 
•ndorsed by: 

Henry Rosenbergm
John Funk 
John Reiff 
Henry GottwaUs 
John Whisler 
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Christian Gottwalls 
Jacob Whisler 
John Gottwalls 
George Shumacher 

Henry Rosenberger was a resident. 
of Hatfield, owner of the Ott farm. 

Rev. John Funk's residence, Hat
field-lived on the Funk farm, now 
owned by Harry Bishop. Died 1820, 
aged 82 years, burled at Fricks. 

Rev. John Reiff, a resident of Lower 
Salford township. Died 1826. Had 
married a daughter of Christian Funk. 

Rev. Henry Gotwals, a resident of 
Worcester township. 

Rev. John Wisler, a resident of 
Hatfield township. He owned the 
former Jacob W. Rosenoorger farm 
at lower end of Hatfield borouih. 

Rev. Christian Gotwal's residence 
not known to the writer. Had married 
Rev. John Funk's daughter, Cath
erine. 

Jacob Wisler, a resident of Hatfield. 
He owned the former Alfred Barndt 
farm. 

John Gotwals, a resident of Skip
pack township. 

George Shoemaker, a resident of 
Shoemaker's Corner in Skippack 
township. · 

We also know of a few others who 
were ministers of the Funkite. Funk 
died in 1811. The Funkites had four 
houses of worship in Montgomery 
County; one near Evaneburg, one near 
Line Lexingt;on in Hatfield township, 
known as Fricks Burial Grounds; one 
in Towamencin township on the 
Forty-foot road near the concrete 
bridge croSBing the Skippack Creek 
at the western end of the township; 
one in Lower Salford township north 
of Harleysville. These were all built 
after the death of Funk. 

There are only two of these houses 
now standing-the one at Fricks, at
tacht!d to the Cemetery, is used for the 
accommodation of funerals. The first 
house was built about 1812 (,r 1813. 
The present house was built about 
1882. 

One of their ministers lived near 
Line Lexington. He movoo to Canada 
about 1828, his name was Jacob Det
wiler. The one at Evansburg was torn 
down and the stones useo to wall in 
the cemetery. When the property was 
sold to Rev. Ballenstf ne some years 

ago it was said to have been donated 
by Abram Funk, son of Christian. 

The house in Towamencin township 
was built by John Reiff who was a 
minister of the Funkite. He lived in 
Lower Salford township but his farm 
extended across the Skippack Creek 
into Towamencin township, whereon 
he built a meeting house in 1814 on 
his farm. After hb death his son, 
John, became the owner of the farm 
and the meeting house. He joined the 
Brethren Church. He then willed it 
to the Dunkards forever. This was 
known in my time as the Towamencin 
Dunkard Meeting House. The house 
WAS torn down some thirty years ago 
as no members were living in this 
community. There is no cemetery 
there. 

The house in Lower Salford town• 
ship was built in 1814 or 1816. It 
stood about forty rods from the Fran
conia line on what is now Route 113, 
on the farm of Jacob Moyer, who was 
a deacon at that time, now owned by 
Allen Clemmer, opposite Christ 
Yoder residence. 

In 1850 the Funkites were extinct 
and 1866 the community took down 
the house and removed the material 
over to Delp's graveyard where it was 
erected for the accommodation of 
funerals. This is generally known in 
Franconia as Herren Hailsly. The 
question may arise, why was it not 
built there in the first place as this 
was a Funk's Burial Ground, on the 
north side of the road. The ground 
where it now stands was owned by 
Abram Detwiler and the land on the 
south side where the cemetery is was 
owned by Abram Delp. Neither of 
these were friendly to the Funkites 
so we have the answer. 

Now the question is how did the 
Funkites come to nought. We notice 
that Chl'istian Funk died the same 
year that John Herr, of Lancaster 
County organized his church, in 1811, 
generally known as the Herrenleut. 
John Herr advocated a more rigor
ous discipline, through lack of this he 
claims the Mennonite Church was a 
dead, spiritless and corrupt church 
and through his teachings he sought 
to revive a live church once more. 

He started to preach in this com
munity amongst the Funkites about 
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the year 1820. At first he drew muc:1 
attention, attracted large crowds, but 
after he tried to enforce his disci
pline into the Funkite church they 
became disorderly, disputing amongst 
themselves, some taking sides with 
John Herr, others opposing. The re
sult-no union and the church faded 
away like the morning <iew. John Herr 
incorporated two articles in his creed 
which is both unscriptural and un
wise that members dare not hear any 
ministers preach except their own is 
not in scripture. The Bible says, 
uProve all things and hold fast that 
which is good." And the Ban of 
Avoidance proved that when it was 
enforced between husband and wife 
it, has turned out that human nature 
is stron~r than man-made church 
rules and· the Scripture says, "Whom 
God has joined together let not man 
put asun er." 

Another reason may be given
after the death of Christian Funk, the 
leadership fell on John Funk but he 
was no leader. There is yet . left a 
remnant of a Church of this sect 
called Herrenleute in Worcester town
ship of eighteen or twenty members, 
approximately one mile southeast of 
the Methacton Mennonite Meeting 
House. · 

Now the question may be asked, 
"What effect did this have on the 
Mennonite Church?" W c notice the 
Franconia Congregation in 1850, when 
the Funkites were extinct, had but 
ninety members, whereas, it is now 
the largest in the Eastern District, 
having between seven and eight hun
dred members. 

I am also informed by John Souder 
that in 1883 had but seventy members 
and at one time they were about 
equal in membership so here we can 
see what Church quarrels will do. 

We will now make a quotation from 
the History of Lower Salford town• 
ship because I think it a timely say
ing, Speaking of Christian Funk the 
writer says, 11 From this standpoint 
we see plainly that people will have 
their views in political matters and 
no church should interfere nor ex
communicate members for taking what 
may seem to them the wrong side. 
And when a '!hurch does wrong the 
Bishops and other officials should not 
be to_o proud and self-willed to recon-

sider the matter and make it right." 
For we now ate willing to admit that 
this Government of ours is the best 
government on earth and because of 
it, it has become the most enlightened 
nation on the globe. The saying is, 
"We profit by our mistakes." 

This was known as Frick's ~al 
Grounds in 11>-t.:-r years bee he 
adjoining fa1;,; was owned b . 
Frick and hi.i descendents from . 
until 1866. 

The last member of the Funkites dl 
this place was David L. Rosenberger, 
of Unionville. The burials are: 

Hannah Dreisbach, nee Rosenber
ger, married Charles Dreisbach, on 
Nov. 6, 1861. She was born Feb. 6, 
1828, died Feb. 19, 1864. 

Hannah, daughter of Charles and 
Hannah Dreisbach, Feb. 4, 1864. Aug. 
23, 1864. 

Sophia Rosenberger. 
Rosenberger, aged 2·1-6. 
Samuel Detweiler, died Apr. 19, 

1866, in his 92nd year. 
Catharine Detweiler, died Mar. 6, 

1868. Aged 67-6-14. 
Heinrich Frick, died Apr. 26, 1867. 

Aged 70-2·26. 
J. and J. Konig. 
Elizabeth Konig(King), died 1773. 
Peter Konig (King), died 1793 

(Revolutionary marker). 
John Fisher, died Apr. 12, 1826. 

Aged 9 months. 
Mahlon Fisher, died Jan. 6, 1828. 

Aged 0-9-16. 
(2 markers blank) 
1788. 
1788. 
D. R. B., 1776. 
(8 blanks) 
Barbara Rosenberger, May 7, 1767. 

Nov. 14, 1830. 62-6-8. 
Benjamin Rosenberger, died Dec. 

23, 1832. Aged 71 years. 
Johannes Rosenberger, died 1791. 
I. H. Rosenberger. 
Rebecca Funk, died Jan. 23, 1816. 

Aged 14-11-22. 
P. F., 1812 (Peter Frick) (Revo• 

lutionary marker). 
B. F., 1782. 
L. F., 1774. 
(2 blanks) 
M. F., 1764. 
(2 blanks) 
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I. H. - H. M., 1782. 
P. Herman, 1810. 
S. Kerman, 1816. 
(blank) 
A. R., 1837. 
M. Funk, 1816. 
(11,\n'}k) 

·.O~tl;tarine Hunsberger, June 16, 
l 76~. May 16, 1867. 88-11-0. 
. Abraham Hunsberger, died Jan. 11, 
1849, Aged 80-11-26. 

Abraham Ruth, Oct. 19, 1807. Feb. 
1, 1896. 

David Ruth, died Sept. 9, 1839. 
Aged 61-7-2. 

Susanna, wife of David Ruth, died 
Apr. 10, 1866. Aged 83-10-28. 

Mary, wife of Jacob Brown, nee 
Allebach, Oct. 2, 1 '191. Aug. 26, 
187'7. 86-10-23. 

Milton Funk, July 29, 1816. Feb. 
7, 1861. 

Samuel Funk, July 22, 1805. Feb. 
22, 1878. 

Mary Funk, Apr. 21, 1807. Mar. 
11, 1866. 66-10-20. 

Samuel Funk, died Oct. 18, 1844. 
Aged 2 years, 11 weeks. 

Mary Funk, Dec. 13, 1'781. Mar. 
11, 1847. 66-2-28. 

John Funk, Nov. 18, 1779. July 2, 
1846. 66-6-11. 

Anna Funk, died Oct. 3, 1834. 
Aged 22-9-0. 

M. Funk, 1824. 
Martin Funk, 1816. 
Christian Hoffman, born in Ger

many, died Jan. 13, 1864. 
William Rosenberger, died Jan. 29, 

1862, aged 12-6-19. 
Catharine Rosenberger, nee Fell

man, wife of Henry Rosenberger, 
Oct. 4, 1809, died Jan. 16, 1879, 
68-6-11. 

Henry Rosenberger, Oct. 6, 1810-
May 20, 1863. 62-7-16. 

Marietta, daughter of Enos and 
Elizabeth Rosenberger, died Mar. 24, 
1872. 11-11-8. 

Hannah Detweiler, died Aug. 81, 
1877. Aged 88-10-19. 

William Funk, June 13, 1813 -
Nov. 18, 1890, 77-6-6. 

Margaret, wife of Wm. Funk, Nov. 
22, 1814-Sept. 8, 1896. 81-9-16. 

William Funk, Dec. 22, 1848 -
Sept. 14, 1871. 22-8-22. 

Levi Funk, Oct. 2, 1837-July 29, 
1866 (G. A. R. marker). 

Mary Ann, wife of Frederick Trau
ger, Mar. 22, 1840-May 17, 1882. 

Janetta, daughter of David Rosen
berger, died Sept. 13, 1868. Aged 
0-7-23. 

Monroe, son of David Rosenberger, 
died Sept. 13, 1860. Aged 0-2-17. 

Josiah, son of David Rosenberger, 
died Feb. 16, 1862. Aged 9-9-0. 

Mary Ann, wife of David Rosen
berger, Dec. 9, 1833 - May 4, 1863. 
29-4-26. 

David Rosenberger, Mar. 3, 1826-
Apr. 16, 1903. 78-1-12. 

Catharine Reichnnbach, died July 
3, 1901. Aged 79-4-16. 

Sophia Wierman, Aug. 3, 1800-
Aug. 23. 1883. 83-0-20. 

Christiann, daughter of Henry 
Wierman, wife of Francis Davis, 
Sept. 16, 1802, died Dec. 13. 1869. 
67-2-27. 

Isaac Wierman, Jan. 16, 1797, Dec. 
27, 1861. 64-11-12. 

Sarah Zendt, Nov. 16, 1819, Aug. 
16, 1861. 31-9-0. 

Maria Zendt, Mar. 17, 1866, Sept. 
2. 1864. 9-6-16. 

Maria, wife of Daniel Rosenberger, 
June 7, 1816-Feb. G, 1866. 49-7-29. 

Daniel Rosenberger, Mar. 4, 1813-
Mar. 17, 1896. 80-0-13. 

Susanna, wife of Peter Frick, Nov. 
26, 1814-Feb. 6, 1871. 66-2-12. 

Peter Frick, .Mar. 18, 1798--Sept. 
4, 1881. 83-6-16. 

Infant son of G. H. and E. H. 
Frick, died Aug. 16, 1876. 

Hannah, daughter of Aaron and 
Mary Rosenberger, died Mar. 10. 
1873. Aged 1-10-22. 

Elizabeth, wlf e of Abraham F. Det
wiler, Apr. 6, 1831 - May 2, 1898. 
67-0-27. 

Abraham F. Detwiler, Jan. 8, 1822 
-Feb. 18, 1898, 76-1-10. 

Jacob, son of Abraham and Eliza
beth Detweiler, Oct. 30, 1861-Apr. 
30, 1862. 

Isaac, son of Abraham and Eliza
beth Detweiler, Jan. 20, 1868 - Apr. 
28, 1862. 

Catharine Ann, daughter of Abra
ham Detweiler, Mar. 21, 1861-Apr. 
7, 1862. 

John, son of Abraham and Eliza
beth Detweiler, Feb. 27, 1866-Mar. 
22, 1862. 
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Rebecca, daughter of George and 
Elizabeth Apple, July 14, 1831-July 
28, 1861. 20-0-14. 

Susan Elizabeth, daughter of I. L. 
and Esther Frick, died Nov. 27, 1866. 
Aged 0-6-8. 

Elizabeth, wife of Christian Ros
enberger, died Oct. 6, 1888. Aged 
86-7-19. 

Mary Fisher, died Apr. 24, 1839. 
Aged 68 years. 

Frederick Fisher, died Dec. 8, 1827. 
Aged 78-6-21. 

Jacob Fisher, died Dec. 1, 1828. 
Aged 30-0-26. 

1790. 
1790. 
Hannah Lahr, died Dec. 4, 1800. 
Martin Rosenberger, died Sept. 10, 

1863. 
Henry Rosenberger, born 1840. 
Margaret Funk, 1805. 
Rev. Johannes Funk, died Jan. 7, 

1820. Aged 81-3-0. (Revolutionary 
marker.) 

Elizabeth Funk, died Feb. 7, 1816. 
Aged 67-1-0. 

(4 blanks) 
Barbara, wife of Johannes Rosen

berger, Jan. 2, 1726 - Jan. 7, 1793. 
67-0-6. 

Johannes Rosenberger, Jan. 1, 1724 
-Oct. 1, 1808. 84-9-0. (Revolution
ary marker.) 

(6 blanks) 
1776. 
Magdalena Weirman, Dec. 28, 1749 

-Aug. 6, 1822. 72-4-23. 
Martin Welrman, May 23, 17 48 -

Mar. 16, 1813. 64-9-24. (Revolution
ary marker.) 

(Blank with G. A. R. marker,) 
A. R. B., 1799. (Initials RB signify 

Rosen berger.) 
Elizabeth R. B., 1771. 
(4 blanks) 
M. W., 1762. (Probably Michael 

Weinnan.) 
Samuel FunJc. died April, 1834. 

Aged 66-1-6. 
(2 blanks) 
A. Earnst, 1838. 
E. Earnst. 
Emeline Funk. 
Samuel Gross. Aged 2 years. 
Mary Ann Gross. Aged 4-8-18. 
Daniel Gross, Sept. 7, 1821-April 

24, 1867. 36-7-17. 

Hannah, wife of Daniel Gross, Oct. 
28, 1821-Aug. 17, 1880. 68-8-19. 

George W. Wack, died Nov. 6, 
1868. Aged 8-4-4. 

Catharine, daughter of John and 
Catharine Wack, died Oct. 29, 1802. 
Aged 17-6-8. 

Catharine, wife of John Wack, died 
May 17, 1864. Aged 48-1-3. 

John C. Wack, Oct. 6, 1814-Apr. 
14, 1869. 64-6-9. 

Sarah Ann, daughter of Wm. and 
Margaret Funk, died Mar. 26, 1851. 
Aged 14 years. 

Matilda Jane, nee Frick, wife of 
John Erney, Oct. 8, 1849-Aug. 14, 
1892. 

John G. Erney, June 27, 1846 -
Feb. 8, 1828. 82-7•11. 

Infant of Abel and Amanda Heck
ler, born and died Dec. 16, 1894. 

Elizabeth, wife of David Rosen
berger, Feb. 2, 1822-May 30, 1860. 
28-3-2. 

H. R. 
Hannah Rosenberger, June 2, 1833 

-Nov. 21, 1837. 4-3-19. 
Sarah, wife of Henry Rosenbergel', 

Oct. 13, 1803-Aug. 10, 1860. 
Henry Rosenberger, May 3, 1799-

May 3, 1864. 66-0-0. 
Samuel Rosenberger, Oct. 21, 1796 

-Aug. 3, 1873. 76-9-9. 
Maria Rosenberger, n~e Swnrti. 
Johannes Rosenberger, May 3, 1766 

-Sept. 18, 1832. 77-4-16. 
Elizabeth Rosenberger, Oct.. 17, 

1768-July 17, 1838. 69-9-0, 
Levi Rosenberger, died July 18, 

1844. Aged 1-6-'i. 
Elizabeth Rosenberger, died Sept. 

15, 1828. Aged 29-6-10. 
Abraham R. B., died Feb. 16, 1826. 

Aged 2-4-13, 
HRB 1824. 
Abraham Rosenberger, died Nov. 2, 

1820. Aged 32 years. 
Margaret. Rosenberg\)r, died Mar. 

24, 1862. Aged 72-1-4. 
John M. Rosenberger, died Feb. 17, 

1848. Aged 46-6-13. 
Johannes Rosenberger, 17-. 
D.R. B., 1817. 
E. WMN., 1808 (Weirman). 
M. WM., 1808. 
E. WM., 1810. 
I A WM., 1830. 
'(5 blanks) 



20 HISTORY OF·HATFfBLD 

:E WM., 1812. 
Martin Weierman, died July 6, 

1831. Aged 26-8-21. 
Elizabeth, wife of Henry Weier

man, Sept. 10, 1777--June 16, 1860. 
Henry Weierman, Oct. 1, 1766 -

June 21, 1838. 
Elizabeth RB., 1771. 
Johannes W. Rosenberger, July 16, 

1796 - April 3, 1837. 40-8-20. He 
married Barbara Stauffer on Sept. 11, 
1819. 

Sophia Rosenberger, died Apr. 9, 
1836. Aged 69-2-16. 

Daniel Rosenberger, died Nov. 26, 
1830. Aged 66-6-2. 

IR B, 1808. 
I A B, 1790. 
A A B, 1794 (Abraham Allebach) 

( Revolutionary marker). 
Ann, wife of F. L. Ruth, died Mar. 

7, 1838. Aged 30-10-7. 
Catharine Frick, died Feb. 10, 

1830. Aged 61-11-21. 
John Frick, 1818. 
Elizabeth, wife of John Frick, died 

Dec. 28, 1831. Aged 60-3-15. 
Levi Frick, died Oct. 8, 1842. Aged 

12-10-12. 
Francis Frick, Feb. 7, 1837-May 

3, 1866. 29-2-29. 
Christian Hackman, born 1807, 

died May 16, 1837. 
W RB. 
Maria Rosenberger, Feb. 22, 1800 

-Oct. 1, 1845. 46-7-6. 
John Rosenberger, April 12, 1790 

-Sept. 21, 1872. 82-4-9. 
Nancy Rosenberger, April 7, 1842 

-Feb. 27, 1880. 37-10-20. 
John Rosenberger, Aug. 28, 1861 

-Feb. 26, 1868. 1-6-28. 
Abraham Rosenberger, Nov. 28, 

1868--July 22, 1866. 1-7-26. 
Gaty Rosenberger, Sept. 18, 1868 

-July 19, 1873. 4-10-1. 
Aaron K. Frick, Nov. 26, 1841 -

Aug. 10, 1928. 
Frany, wife of John Flick, June 3, 

1818-Sept. 28, 1868. 66-8-26. 
John Frick, July 13, 1800 - Feb. 

13, 1884. 83-3-28. 
Henry H. Rosenberger, Feb. 23, 

1834-Apr. 10, 1890. 66-1-18. 
Mary K., wife of Henry H. Rosen

berger, Dec. 12, 1835-Apr. 6, 1918. 
Sarah Rosenberger, Mar. 8, 1871-

Dec. 10, 1919. 48-9-7. : •. 
Ida, wife of Lincoln ·A. Kaler, Aug. 

10, 1864--Jan. 17, 1886. 2J.-5-7 . . 

Sarah Frick, wife of Benjamin 
Rosenberger, Feb. 26, 1826-Oct. 12 
1904. ' 

Benjamin Rosenberger, Mar. 9 
1826-Aug. 20, 1906, 80-6-21. ' 

John F., son of Benjamin and 
Sarah Rosenberger, Dec. 16, 1849-
May 29, 1906. 

Amanda F. Rosenberger, Sept. 16 
1847-Sept. 10, 1916. 68-11-24. ' 

Mary Ann F. Rosenberger, Aug. 
21, 1852-Oct. 18, 1926. 74-1-27. 

(New grave, no tombstone.) 
Mary Ann, wife of Lewis Souder 

Aug. 6, 1866-Dec. 2, 1874. 19-3-27: 
James S. Rosenberger, Oct. 18, 

1864-Feb. 27, 1878. 13-4-9 
Elizabeth Rosenberger, Ja~. 7, 1841 

-Sept. 21, 1877. 36-8-14. 
Catharine Rosenberger, died Sept. 

19, 1874. Aged 0-6-19. 
Mary Rosenberger, died Feb. 13, 

1862. Aged 1 year. 
WilJiam Hendricks, Mar. 2, 1830-

Sept. 10, 1870. 40-6-8. 
William, son of Wm. and Mary 

Hendricks, died 1863. 
Anna Hendricks, Aug. 7, 1861 -

Sept. 10, 1862. 
9atharine, wife of Christian Det

weiler, Mar. 12, 1801-Apr. 29 1869 
68-1-17. ' . 

Christian Detweiler, Jan. 5, 1804-
Mal'. 16, 1860. 46-2-10. 

Christian Ruth, died Feb. 21 1825. 
Aged 28-3-11. ' 

Wilbert Washington Wagner Feb 
22, 1867~uly 22, 1862. 4-6-o: · 

Abraham Rosenberger. 
SD W, 1838 (Detweiler). 
CDW, 1834. 
Johannes Allebach, died Feb. 21 

1839. Aged 83-1-0. ' 
Levina AUebach, Sept. 23, 1832-

Nov. 28, 1837. 6-2-0. 
Mary, wife of John Allebach Sept 

28, 1784 - Aug. 18, 1868. 73~10-20° 
John Allebach, July 7, 1803-Sept. 

6, 1862. 59-1-27. . 
(2 blanks) 
Mary, daughter of Peter and Cath

arine Hines, Sept. 18, 1839-July 11 
1865. 15-9-23. ' 

Catharine Hines, Apr. 6, 1808 _ 
Apr. 28, 1877. 69-0-22. 

(6 blanks) 
AK, 1887. 
EK. 
Benjamin Allebach, died Sept. 23 

1822. Aged 34-1-0. ' 
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Catharine, wife of Isaac Rosenber
ger, Sep~ 16, 1806-June, 1872. 
66-8-21. 

Jr.aar Rosenberger, Sept. 9, 1796--
Jul~ Hi, 1863. 66-10-7. 

)!; RB, 1827. 
MR B, 1889. 
Susanna Rosenberger, Dec. 20, 

1823 - Oct. 11, 1888. 14-9-21. 
Abraham Rosenberger, June 1, 

1792-Aug. 80, 1882. 40-3-0. 
Frany Rosenberger, Aug. 15, 1801 

-Sept. 20, 1882. 31-1-6. 
Barbara Allebach, May 11, 1819-

Aug. 19, 1846. 27-11-0. ??? 
Christian Allebach, July 22, 1816 

-Aug. 10, 1896. '19-0-19. 
Amelia Allebach, Aug. 29, 1824 -

Feb. 11, 1899. 74-6-12. 
Susanna, daughter of Benjamin 

and Rachel Rosenberger, 1864. 
Nancy, daughter of Samuel and 

Mary Frick, Aug. 23, 1840-Jan. 27, 
1885. 44-6-4. 

Mary, wife of Samuel Frick, Feb. 
22, 1807-Mar. 3, 1867. 60-0-11. 

Samuel Frick, Jan. 24, 1806-June 
17, 1891. 86-4-23. 

Ervin, son of Susanna Reinhart, 
June 8, 1871-Aug. 21, 1872. 

Addison A. Reinhart, Oct. 13, 1846 
-July 17, 1917. 71-9-4. 

Susan, wife of Addison Reinhart, 
Aug. 14, 1849-Oct. 13, 192~. 73-2-4. 

Mary Amanda, daughter of Henry 
and Barbara Fretz, Aug. 31, 1867-
Jan. 7, 1922. 

Barbara, wife of Henry B. Fretz, 
Apr. 1, 1820 - Feb. 28, 1909. 
Sf-10-27. 

Henry B. Fretz, Aug. 14, 1821 -
May 6, 1903. 81-8-22. 

Franklin H. Fretz, July 2, 1869 -
June 26, 1896. 26-11-24. 

James Henry, son of Henry and 
Barbara Fretz, Sept. 19, 1862-Nov. 
6, 1881. 

Cora Y. Bell, daughter of Abraham 
J. and Susan Fretz, Oct. 12, 1877 -
Feb. 8, 1902. 

Bertha, daughter of A. ,T. and 
Susan Fretz. 

Martha, daughter of A. J. and 
Susan Fretz, Feb. 23, 1888-June 9, 
1888. 

Annie Mary, daughter of Abraham 
J. Fretz, Aug. 27, 1847 - Feb. 1, 
1873. 26-6-9. 

Susanna, wife of Abraham J. 
Fretz, Mar. 26, 1853-Jan. 22, 1891. 
37-9-26. 

Elizabeth Scholl, nee Herman, wife 
of David Scholl, married Feb. 27, 
1838, She was born May 28, 1813; 
died May 26, 1842. 29-0-2. 

David SchoH, June 11, 1791-May 
11, 1868. They had one son and one 
daughter. 

BG M, 1819. 
SAC. 
Sarah Rosenberger. 
M. R., died 1820, aged 3-11-0. 
John Rosenberger, died Dec. 18, 

1846. Aged 32-3-23. 
Sarah Rosenberger, died Apr. 9, 

1850. Aged 32-2-28. 
A Y. 
0 Y, 1863. 
WiJJiam H. Hall, Mar. 11, 1841 -

Sept. 30, 1867. 26-6-19. (Civil War 
marker.) Served in Co. F, 23rd Reg., 
Penna. Vol. 

Jo'h Hall, son of Joseph and Eliza 
Hall, born in Phila., Feb. 10, 1864-
Jan. 19, 1866. 

Theodore, son of Joseph A. and 
Eliza HaJJ, Oct. 3, 1851 - Feb. 2, 
1863. 

Ann, wife of John Apple, Feb. 24, 
1818-JuJy 11, 1844. 26-4•17, 

Kate, wife of Michael Weierman, 
died Apr. 2, 1879. Aged 24-10-8. 

Jacob, son of M. and C. Weierman, 
died Mar. 19, 1877. Aged 0-2-21. 

Oliver, son of M. and C. Weierman, 
died Oct. 271 1876. Aged 0-0-9. 

John Weirman, died Oct. 28, 1869. 
Aged 23-10-1!. 

Henry Weirman, died Nov. 17, 
1844. Aged 9-10-28. 

John Weirman, died Apr. 13, 1862. 
Aged 16-8-0. 

Michael Weierman, Nov. 6, 1798-
Oct. 16, 1872. 73-11-11. 

Catharine Weierman, daughter of 
John and Catharine Wisler, born July 
7, 1803, died Feb. 6, 1879. 76-8-0. 

M. T., 1820. 
Maria Folmer, died Apr. 9, 1824. 
Daniel Fulmer, died Nov. 19, 1829. 

Aged 77 years. 
E . .f>P.lp, 1816. 
S . .r: 11Jmer, aged about 70 years. 
J. Fulmer, aged 72-9-18. 
Abraham Weierman, died 1849. 

Aged 79 years. 
Ann Weierman, died Feb. 16, 1884. 

Aged 69-0-19. 
Angelina Weierman, Oct. 24, 182-t 

-April 14, 1908. 78-6-20. 
John Weierman, Jan. 1, 1824 -

June 26, 1908. 79-6-26. 
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Sylvester, son of Henry B. and 
Barbara Fretz, Nov. 6, 1863 - Nov. 
17, 1899. 

Amanda Naomi, daughter of Syl
vester and Laura Fretz, Mar. 26, 
1884 -April 2, 1884. 

WArren F., son of Wm. J. and 
Sarah Ann Garis, Aug. 4, 1877 -
April 19, 1898. 20-8-6. 

Sarah Ann, wife of Wm. J. Garis, 
Nov. 29, 1844-July 14, 1909. 66-
7-16. 

(2 blanks) 
Michael W. Weierman, June 16, 

1847-May 19, 1916. 67-11-3. 
(blank) 
Elizabeth W. Weierman, May 4, 

1833-Mar. 22, 1896. 62-10-18. 
,\i. F., 1839. 
James McKaig, born June 16, 1871. 

THE DUNKARD MEETING HOUSE 

The Dunkard or Brethren Church 
is on the Cowpath road. The first 
house was built in 1861. This was 
only a small and temporary building 
prior to this date. They held services 
in the eight - cornered schoolhouse at 
OrviJJa where they began to hold 
preaching services about 1846. The 
first church was built on ground given 
by George Fisher who owned the 
Wireman's MiJJ and Farm-described 
in that chapter. But the deed was not 
given until 1866 when Fisher con
veyed one acre to Jacob S. Harley, 
Isaac Hunsberger and Peter Custer as 
trustees. There was additional ground 
purchased since. The first house was 
used for worship until 1868 when a 
larger house wes built of brick and 
plastered. In 1906 en addition was 
l>Uilt, and in 1928 the present house 
was built. 

The first ministers were Jacob 
Reiner and Jonas Price. He served 
here until about 1883 when he moved 
to Lancaster County. Peter Custer 
was elected the llrst deacon. He )Ater 
moved to Norri1Jtown. When the first 
church was bunt there were but thir
teen members - but fourteen were 
added the first year. 

After Custer moved away Jacob S. 
Rosenberger and John Kratz were 
c•:ectcd deacons. In 1878 Franklin P. 
Cassel was elected to tile mi:·istry and 
Jacob M. Detwiler and Jor,a., M. Cas• 
sel were el&~ted deacons . - Hilary 
Crouthamel, of Line Lexington, was 
elected to the ministry in 1884 and 
William Fretz in 1889. WiJliam Kratz 
was elected to the ministry in 1899. 
He quit the ministey about 1907. Jacob 
Booz was elected in 1909. He later r,c• 
cepted the pastornte of the Ambler 
Brethren Church. George Light was 
elected in 1912. He served until hifl 
death in 1918. David Cassel wns 
elected in 1914, William Delp in 1919, 
Norman Frederick in 1928, 

In the cemetery is buried Jesse 
Aikin, the inventor of the seven char
acter notes or scale in music, He had 
a copyright issued on same but he died 
a poor man so that no tombstone 
marks his grave. He died about 1890. 

The first burial here was made on 
August 4, 1864, that of John Wagnor, 
a boy. The second was Simon Snyder, 
1866. A partial list of burials are: 
B o w e r s , Bookhamer, Crouthamel, 
Cassel, Cressman, Cowl, Delp, Frick, 
Fleck, Fox, Fellman, Glosson, .Garner, 
Gerhart, Hunsberger, Harley, Hoff
man, Kratz, Keller, Kile, Knipe, Kulp, 
Kotrel, Keck, Krupp, Landis, Moyer, 
Munzinger, Price, Rosenberger, Reich
enbach, Ramsey, Rittenhouse, Reith, 
Mayer, Renninger, Snyder, Souder, 
Steiner, Smith, Weirman, Wick and 
Young. 

The present ministers are Norman 
Frederick, David Cassel and WIiiiam 
Delp. Membership at this writing, 180. 

THE ORVILLA SEVENTH-DAY 

ADVENTIST CHURCH 

Formerly the German Methodist or 
Evangelical Church. The first trus
tees of this church were Jonas Reed, 
Jacob Yeakel and John Kline, The 
ground was given by Martin Rosen
berg~r from his farm. He lived in the 
Jog cabin east of the church. The 
ground was given December 1, 1853, 
and contained one and one-half acres. 
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The church was built the followinr 
summer in 1864. The second house 
was built in 1876. It was unroof ed by 
the great 'Storm Octolier 23, 1878. 

Owing to the division in 1896 be
tween what is known as the Bowman 
and Dubs factions, the majority of the 
members seceded and built a house in 
Hatfield borough at Main and Lincoln 
avenue, leaving the property in the 
hands of the minority. 

Prior to the Orvilla Church these 
people congregated at private homes. 
One of the homes was Peter Boyer's, 
now Jacob Silverman's property, and 
earlier at the Jacob Rittenhouse farm 
on the Allentown road in Towamencin 
township-at that time owned by a 
Yeakle. Later the Dubs and Bowman 
factions buried the hatchet a1 , · iited 
again under one organization. Then 
the Orvilla Church discontinued hold
ing services. In 1982 they sold the 
church building nnd Jot to thB Seventh 
Day Adventists with F. P. Hankin as 
their pastor. Membership about 60. 

The Evangelical retained the ceme
tery and right of way to same. The 
first buriaJ was made January, 1853, 
that of George Neunhoffer. A partial 
list of burials are Boyer, MiUer, Yea
kle, Esslinger, Eisenhart, Klein, Gott
shaJl, Handel, Lambert, Reed, Wis
mer, Conver, Allebach, Jones, Schwab, 
Moyer, Dreisbach, Rosenberger, 
Fretz, Schulke, Heckler, Krupp, Hart
man, Koffcl, Margargal, Shrader, 
li·msberger, Heebner. 

w 
M.B.C, CHURCH 
Locally Called "Little HeaTen" 

This was built in 1881. The instiga
tor was Joel Rosenberger who lived 
where Oliver Kinkiner lives. He was 
ordained to the ministry at Lowf'r 
Skippack Mennonite Church in 1864. 
Later he joined the Evan~Jical Men
nonites. 

An explanation may be due as to 
who they were. In 1849 the General 
Conference Mennonites ordained Wil
liam Gehman to the ministry in Up
per Milford. Soon after he advocated 
prayer meetings and such like as goes 
with it. In 1sr,a that conference pas-

Bed a resolution that prayer meetings 
can be had under some circumstances. 
In 1866 conference revoked this reso
lution as it <lid not bring the harmony 

. int.o the church as expected. The 
). rayer meetings, however, were con
tinued by the Gehman group. 

In 1867 Gehman was expeUed, and 
his adherents. 'fhen they organized a 
church caJled the Evangelical Men
nonites. About the same time Rev. 
Dan fol Hoch, from Canada1 left the 
Mennonite Church and rormed a 
church which had Kimilar ideas. About 
1872 Rev. Daniel Brenneman, of Indi
ana, was expelled from the Mennonite 
Church for similar views. He and 
Hoch formed a church and 11amed it 
United Mennonite Church. 

These merged, in 18 /9, with the 
Pennsylvania Evangelical Mennonites 
and called it the United Evangelical 
Mennonite Church. 

'rhese three branches of the Ml!n
nonite Church, in 1883, merged with 
a group of Shismatic Brethren in 
Christ of Indiana locally caUed River 
Brethren. Then they adopt•.?d the name 
Mennonite Brethren in Chrf"t. This 
formed th • present M. B. C. Church. 
Then wure several changes made such 
as baptizing by effusion to immersion. 

Returning back to the Hatfield 
Church about 1882, there was a Union 
Sunday School organized with Harry 
M. ZeigJer, superintendent, and Isaac 
R. Hunsberger, choristot. He was a 
dealer in organs. He placed an organ 
in the church and his daughter was 
the organist. 

In those days the Sunday Schools 
were onJy kept in summer, closing in 
the falJ. In those days few churches 
had any Sunday Schools. 

The community supported it and 
the house was crowded but soon it 
was changed to a denominational Sun
day School. Interest then began to de
cline and other churches began to hold 
such schools. 

Church membership at this place 
hardly ever reached twenty-five mem
bers. After some of the older mem
bers died and a few moved away the 
church became almost extinct. The 
regu)ar services were discontinued 
about 1904. However, special services 
were sometimes conducted such as re
vival meetings and such like. 

In 1920 the Hatfield B01·ough School 
Distrkt lt>ased the house and used it 
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for a primary schooJ. After the con
soHdated school was bunt it was no 
longer needed. 

In 1934 Elvin Musselman was sta
tioned as pastor here. He succeeded 
in reviving the work again. It has 
now sixty-two members. 

The first burial here was made in 
1886, that of Martha Stover, wife of 
Abraham D. Stover, who lived where 
Frank W. Cressman now lives. The 
second was in 1886, of Samuel Ober
holt.zer who Jived where Fred Ander
son Jives. 

w 
HATFIELD PRINTERY 

Eatly in the 1880's, D. L. O. Kulp 
opened a printing business in his 
fath~r•s office, at his feed store, where 
Her.1 J P. Nyce now lives. Here he did 
~orne commercial printing on a small 
scale. 

A short time afterward he pub
lished a weekly newspaper caJJed the 
Hatfield Mirror. This he had printed 
in PhiJndelphia. Later he also opened 
a restaurant in his home, where Wes
ley Miller now lives. 

In 1889 Kulp purchased the Jot 
where Hiram Stern's residence is. 
Here he erected a one-story buiJding 
where he moved his restaurant and 
conducted a green grocery store. The 
building stood where Stern's Milk 
Depot is. 

About 1898 he built another story 
on top wherein he moved his printing 
outfit. Here he started to publish a 
weekly newspaper called the Hatfield 

Tnvincible. In 1894 he sold this to a 
Mr. Tyson of Trewigtown. After a 
short time it was sold to Jonas S. 
Moyer who moved it to the second 
floor of his barn at corner Main and 
Broad streets. 

In 189.'s Moyer erected a two-story 
building where Hatfield Post Office is, 
where he moved the printing on the 
second floor. The business had previ
ously been leased to Clinton Addison 
of Lansdale. The first floor Moyer 
leased to WilJiam Hedrick and Horace 
Shellenberger where they conducted a 
grocery store. The next year Shellen
berger sold his share to Hedrick. In 
1903 Hedrick bought the property and 
business of D. L. O. Kulp. Here he 
built an addition to the house and 
moved his store into the same. The 
store business was discontinued some 
time afterwards. 

The printing business Moyer sold 
to Addison in 1899. In 1903 he moved 
it into a new building erected on Lin
coln avenue by George S. Snyder. In 
1913 the building was purchased by 
the Lehigh ValJey Transit Company 
and moved to Broad street which was 
then used for their depot. 

Addison then bought a lot of CheR• 
ter Knipe and built thereon where it 
remains today. Addison, during his 
ownership, had the name changed to 
Hatfield Times. He sold it in 1920 to 
Brunner and Hacker. Later Hacker 
sold his share to Brunner, who is the 
owner and publisher of the same at 
this writing. After the printery had 
moved out of the Moyer buUding he 
cvnverted it into a dwelJing. This was 
destroyed by fire in 1907. Moyer then 
built the brick house where Howard 
Wimmer lives. 
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Politics and Elections 
In the early days of our republic 

there were election districts by group
ing several townships together. Hat
field and Towamencin township were 
one district with the polling place in 
Towamencin township. The first rec
ord we have when Hatfield voted sep
arate was in 1820, August 29th, when 
an election was held at the Union 
school house and Jacob Ruth was 
elected assessor. A copy of this docu
ment is at the Montgomery County 
Historical Society. In 1822, when a 
congressman was to be chosen, Hat
field vote was: 

1822: Hughes (Fed.) 67, Markley 
(Dem.) 39. 

1840: Harrison (Whig) 103, Van 
Buren 66. 

1844: Clay (Whig) 123, Polk (Dem.) 
72. 

1849: Fuller (Whig) 96, Gamble 
(Dem.) 63. 

1860: Whig 94, Democratic 65. 
1862: Scott (Whig) 118, Pierce 66. 
1863: Whig 92, Democratic 44. 
1866; Republican 62, 68. 
1866: 126, 70. 
1866: Fremont 120, Buchanan 80. 
1860: Lincoln 174, Democratic 97. 
1862: Republican 163, Democratic 91. 
1863: Republican 177, Democratic 124. 
1860: Republican 198, Democratic 116. 
1872: Republican 210, Democratic 96. 
1876: Republican 196, Democratic 96. 
1878: Republican 221, Democratic 98. 
1884: Republican 199, Democratic 120. 
1886: Republican 266, Democratic 99. 
1888: Republican 286, Democratic 104, 
1890: Republican 269, Democl'&tic 117, 
1892: Republican 268, Democratic 127. 
1894: Republican 266, Democratic 97, 
1896: Republican 267, Democratic 92. 

The one exception when the Demo
cratic ticket obtained a majority was 
in 1865, when the passage of a Pro
hibitory Law by the previous Repub
lican Legislature had aroused much 
OPPosition in Hatfield among both 
parties, as the people were not yet 
prepared for that kind of legislation. 

The Election Board as far as I 
have been able to ascertain were: 

1846: Peter Frick, Judge; Christ 
Rosenberger and John Kindig, Inspec
tor's, 

1846: John Frick, Judge; Enos Rat
zel and Wm. D. Rosenberger, Inspec
tors. 

1847: Isaac D. Rosenberger, Judge; 
John Kindig and Wm. D. Rosenberger, 
Inspectors. 

1848: John Kindig, Judge; Isaac 
Rosenberger and John Wagnor, In
spectors. 

1849: Peter Frick, Judge; Benjamin 
Hendrick and John Wagnor, Inspec
tors. 

1850: Peter Frick, Judge; Benjamin 
Hendrick and John Wagnor, Inspec
tors. 

1851: Joseph Conver, Judge; Ben
jamin Hendrick and Milton Jenkins, 
Inspectors. 

1862: Joseph Conver, Judge; John 
Erb and Ephraim Loux, Inspectors. 

1863: John Kindig, Judge; Henry 
Robinson and Samuel Conver, In
spectors. 

1864: John Kindig, Judge; Henry 
Robinson and Samuel Conver, Inspec
tors. 

1866: John Kindig, Judge; Tobias 
Oberholtzer and Daniel Gross, In
spectors. 

1866: John Kindig, Judge; Joseph 
Davis and Daniel Gross, Inspectors. 

1857: John Kindig, Judge; Tobias 
Hange and Jos. Davis, Inspectors. 

1858: Peter Evans, Judge; Andrew 
Wanner and Jos. Davis, Inspectors. 

1859: Peter Evans, Judge; Andrew 
Wanner and Jos. Davis, Inspectors, 

1860: Jos. Conver, Judge; Samuel 
Conver and Jacob M. Cassel, Inspec
ton. 
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SUPERVISORS 

Abraham AJlebach . . . . . . . . . . . 1 V85 
Peter Frick 1794 
John Wireman .............. 1795 
John Wireman . . . .......... · 1797 
A bra ham Moyer . . . . . . . . . . . . 1799 
Jacob Ruth .......... 1800 
Jacob Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . 1801 
Jacob Ruth . . . . . . . . . .. 1802 
Jacob Hunsberger 1803 
Abraham Cassel 
Matthias Johnson .... 1804 
John Wireman 
Abraham Ruth 1806 
Isaac Oberholt.zer 
J ncob Conver ..... . 1807 
Abraham Ruth 
Jacob Conver ............... 1808 
Abraham Ruth 
Jacob Ruth . . . . . . . ......... 1810 
Jacob Conver 
John Wagoner .......... . 1831 
John Funk i~t~ ~!inor ................ 1832 

John Wagnor ................ 1838 
Jacob Ruth 
John Wagnor ........... . 1834 
Jacob Ruth 
John Wagnor .......... . 1836 
Jacob Ruth 
John Wagnor 1836 
Jacob Ruth 
John Wagnor ................ 1837 
Jacob Ruth 

1838 Jacob Ruth ..... 
WiUiam Wilson 
Jacob Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1839 
William Wilson 
Dillman Kulp ... 1840 
Jacob Ruth 
John Kline ... 1841 
Jacob Ruth 
Henry Cassel 
Jacob Ruth 
Henry Cassel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1848 
Jacob Ruth 
Jacob Ruth .................. 1844 

1842 

Levi Markley 
Henry Rosenberger . . . . . . . . . . 1845 
Levi Markley 
Henry Rosenberger 
Levi Markley 
Henry Rosenberger . . . . . . . . 1847 
Levi Markley 
Levi Markley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1848 

1846 

Dillman Kulp 
John l{indig ... 1849 

Dillman Kulp 
John Kindig ...... . 
DilJman Kulp 

i>1t1':n!in~~~, · · · · · · · · · · · · 
t1t~a~i'k~f p · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Dillman Kulp 
John Kline 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1863 

1864 

.... 1866 

Abraham Snyder 
DiHman Kulp 
Dillman Kulp 
Thomas Martin 
Dillman Kulp ................ 1866 
Thomas Martin 
Dillman Kulp ... 1867 
Thomas Martin 
Dillman Kulp . 185S 
Thomas Martin 
Thomas Martin . . . . . . . . . 185!l 
Benjamin R. Rosenberger 
Thomas Martin 1860 
Benjamin R. Rosenberger 
Dillman Kulp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1861 
Thomas Martin 

~onviction of John Johnson, a sup
ervisor, on the 22nd of November, 
1822, before John Roberts, Justice of 
the Peace of Montgomery township. 

Appeared John Landis, Jacob Leidy, 
John Leidy, as witness that the hill 
on Township Line road between Hat
field and Franconia was unsafe to 
travel therefore the Justice of the 
Peace gave him three weeks time to 
repair it. On December 13, 1822, 
Johnson appeared and acknowledged 
he had not nor cared to do any re
pairs. He was then fined fifty dollars. 

This document is in the Montgom
ery County Historical Society. 

OVERSEERS OF POOR 

Emanus Studel 
l\fnrtin Wireman 
John Evans 
Isaac Oberholtzer 
Fred Fisher 
Daniel Ro~enberger 
Abrahnm Shipe 
Abraham Huneberry 
Abraham Rut.h 
Matthias Johnson 
Isiah Thomas 
Jacob Landis 
Isiah Thomas 
Peter Conver 
Isiah Thomas 
Peter Conver 

1785 

179~ 

1799 

1800 

1803 

1806 

1807 

1808 
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CONSTABLES 

George Shive ............... . 
PhiJip Stillwagon .. . 
John Klein ....... . 
Jacob Rose 
Peter Benner .......... . 
Joseph Wilson 
John Johnson 
Thomas Morgan ........ . 
Abraham Shipe . . . . . . . . .. . 
Christian Snyder ...... . 
Daniel Rosenberger 
William Snare .. 

1'185 
1793 
1796 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1806 
1808 

Davis Reiner ... . 
Jacob Landis ...... . 

. ... 1809 
1816 
1818 
1830 
1831 

John Wagoner .............. . 
Peter Hoxworth ............. . 
Peter Hoxworth .. 
Philip StHlwagon .. 
Philip Stillwagon 
David Reiner . . . . . 
Abram Garner appointed Deputy 

1832 
1883 
1834 

John Frick . . . . . . . . 1836 
Jacob Hl'ndrick ........... 1836 
Samuel Beyer . . . . . . . . 1837 
Samuel Beyer . . . . . 1838 
Henry Cassel . . . . . . . . . 1839 
Joseph Kindig . . . . . . . 1840-41 
Jacob Krom . . . ...... 1842 
Peter Hoxworth . . . . . . . . . . 1843 
William Funk . . . . . . 1844-46 
Benjamin Hendrirk . . . . . . 1847-48 
Tobias Oberholtzer . . . .... 1849-58 
Jesse Oberholtzer . . . . . . . . . 1864-61 

On November 16, 1810, Henry 
Wireman, Constable, was fined Four 
dollars for absence from court (Court 
Record). 

TOWN CLERKS 

Philip Jenkins ............... 1846 
John Sentman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1847 
WiJJiam Funk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1843 
Abraham Snyder . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1849 
Isaac D. Rosenberger . . . . . . . . . 1860 
Albert Manuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1861 
John Erb .................... 1862 
George Snyder ............... 1863 
Samuel Apple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1864 
John Althouse ............... 1856 
Caleb Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1866 
Jesse Conver ................ 1867 
John Snyder ................. 1858 
John Althouse ............... 1869 
Jonathan Krupp ............. 1860 

SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

1840: James Moore, George Shellen
berger. 

1841: Martin Hocker, Jon at ha n 
Evans, Peter Hoxworth, Henry 
Gerhart, George Shellenberger, 
James Moore. 

1843: Jonathan Evans, Martin Hocker, 
Jacob Ruth, John Wagnor, Peter 
Frick, John Landis. 

1844: Nathan Harra, John Jenkins. 
1845: Enos Ratze), Samuel Rosen

berger. 
1846: Samuel DeJp, Isaac Wisler. 
1847: Philip Zeiber, Benjamin Rosen

berger. 
1848: Martin Hocker, Abraham 

Stauffer. 
1849: Isaac Wisler, Samuel Delp. 

Hatfield township adopted the Pub-
lic School System in 1860. 
Three years: John Frick, John Landis. 
Two years: Isaac Rosenberger, C 

Todd Jenkins. · 
One year: Septin1Us Evans, Enos 

.QatzeJ. 
1861: Jacob Shellenberger, Joseph 

Drake. 
1862: Jeremiah Anders, John Wagnot'. 
1853: .John Frick, Peter Frick. 
1864: Joseph Conver, John Kindig. 
One year: Samuel Conver. 
1866: Jacob Shellenberger, Jermiah 

Anders. 
1866: John Frick, Peter Frick. 
1867: Moses Wagner, John Kindig, 

Joseph Conver. 
1858: Joseph Davis, John Apple. 
1859: Tobias Hange, Tobias Scholl. 
1860: Moses Wagner, Daniel Geisin-

ger. 
1861: Joseph Davis, Septimus Evans. 

AUDITORS 

Berges Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1840 
Charles Jenkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1841 
John Frick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1842 
John Wagoner ............... 1848 
Isaac Rosenberger ............ 1844 
John Frick .................. 1846 
Jacob Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1846 
John Landis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1847 
John Frick .................. 1848 
Jacob Ruth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1849 
John M. Jenkins ............. 1850 
John Frick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1851 
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Peter Frick 
John Jenkins 
John Frick 
A.H. Delp 
John M. Jenkins 
John Frick 
Peter Frick 
.John M. Jenkins 
John Frick . 
Henry Stover 

ASSESSORS 

1 s: r, ·) 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1860 
1861 

1785: Jacob Reed; Assistants, George 
Sheive, Andrew Morgan. 

1786: Same. 
1787: Jacob Reed; Assistants, Thomas 

Morgan, Jacob Ruth. 
1788: Jacob Reed; Assistants, Thomas 

Davis, Jacob Ruth. 
1789: Jacob Reed; Assistants, An

drew Morgan, John Funk. 
1793: John Funk; Assistants, Jacob 

Reed, Andrew Morgan. 
1795: Jacob Ruth; Assistan~, An-

drew Morgan, Matthias Johnson. 
1797 to 1800: Jacob Ruth. 
1801 to 1806: Andrew Morgan. 
1806 to 1811: Frederick Ratzell. 
J 612 to 1820: David Rinard. 
1821-22: Jacob Ruth. 
1823: Abraham Ruth. 
1824: David Rinard. 
1826 to 1831: John Frick. 

184(l: John M. Jenkins; Assistants, 
Martin Hocker, John Funk. 

1841: John Jenkins. 
1842: John Frick. 
1843: John Landis; Assistants, Enos 

Ratze), Martin Hocker. 
1844-46: John Landis. 
1845: John Landis; Assistants, John 

Jenkins, Abraham Stauffer. 
1847-48: John Landis. 
1849: John Landis; Assistants, Mar

tin Hocker, John M. Jenkins. 
1850-51: John Landis. 
1852: John Landis; AssiRtants, John 

Frick, John Jenkins. 
1853-64: Joseph Conver. 
1855: Joseph Conver; Assistants, John 

Frick, Tobias Range. 
1856-67: Joseph Conver. 
1858: Tobias Henge; Assistants, John 

Jenkins, Joseph Conver. 
1859-60: Tobias Range. 
1061 to 1868: Abraham Rosenberger: 

Assistants, Abraham H. Delp, John 
Frick. 

1865: Tobias Oberholtzer, 
1866-1869: Jonathan Krupp. 
1870-1872: James Romig. 
1874: Jonathan Krupp. 
1875 to 1894: Abraham S. Rosen-

berger. . 
1895-1900: Elwood Land (Democrat). 
1901-1908: Charles Delp. 
1904-1915: Henry Refsnyder. 

ASSESSMENTS 
The First Assessment I have bl'<.:H 1769 ASSESSMENT 

able to find was 1769 by John Funk, 
Acres Horses Cattle m,,sessor, At thii;i time Montgomery 

County belonged to PhflndeThia Jacob Krees 4 1 
County. The second wns in 177 by Gabriel Frey 68 8 2 
Jncob Reed, assc>esor. In the flr!lt Richard CJaFn 150 2 4 
assessment there were 5,081 acres, 119 John Cunke .... 80 2 4 
horses, 202 cattle, and four slaves. In Thomas Davis 100 3 s 
the second assct1sment thP.re were 5,622 Japhart Thomas ..... 1 
acres, 108 horses, 211 cattle, and four Jacob Sneer 2 6 
slaves. (Also 1 si~ve) 

In thrse assessments the person Jacob Foreman ...... 97 2 5 
Jiving on the place was sometimes Jacob Allemong .... 10 1 s 
nsscsscd with the property instead of John Funk ........ 122 8 4 
the owner. After Montgomery County ( Also 1 slave) 
wos created the first assessment in Balser Stem ....... 110 s 6 
1785 were as foUows: 6,459 acres, 150 John Hendricks .... 183 2 3 
horses, 268 cattle. There was only one Henry Hendricks 100 2 a 
\'\lave assessed after Montgomery John Hoxworth 100 2 3 
Countv was formed and that was in John Johnson 185 3 6 
1700 and seven. Jenken Jenken:1 200 8 6 
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Amos Jones 100 1 1 100 2 5 

Peter King. 160 2 4 .John Hoxworth .... 100 2 3 

Valentine Ulrich 100 2 4 John Johnson ... 185 3 7 

John Repert 3 3 Jenken Jenkens 200 2 1 

Rudolph Lapp .. 100 2 3 William Lukens 122 2 3 
Andrew Morgan ... 100 2 2 Peter King 160 2 4 

WUif am Miller ...... 3 3 John Johnson 1 
Samuel Musselman 329 1 1 Valentine Ulrich 146 3 4 

Henry Overholts ... 160 4 4 Geor1e Sheive . 116 3 3 

Jacob Overholts . 60 2 1 Abra am Moyer 100 2 3 

Jacob Ratze11 46 1 4 Andrew Morgan 100 2 3 

Henry Rees .... 160 2 4 William Miller .. 2 3 
Jacob Reed ....... 200 4 8 Samuel Musselman 262 

(Also 1 slave) Henry Overholtz 200 4 60 

Henry Rosenberger .. 160 2 6 Jacob Ratzel Tanner. 40 1 3 
John Rosenberger 200 4 9 Henry Raze .... ' 140 3 4 

Daniel Rosenberger .. 160 4 7 Jacob Reed .... ' .. 216 3 7 
Jacob Server ........ 106 2 3 John Rosenberger ... 160 3 7 

Abraham Roote 100 2 3 David Rosenberger .. 200 2 6 

(Also 1 slave) Jacob Server . ' ... 106 3 6 
Henry Stover 60 2 2 Ab1·aham Ruth .. ... 100 2 4 

Peter Frceks Taylor . 86 2 4 Hem y Stauffer .. 60 2 2 
Henry Souder .... 160 3 6 Peter Frick . 86 2 6 
John She1lenberger .. 160 2 6 ~Alst' 1 slave) 
Jacob \Vasser ... 2 2 Abra am Overholtz 160 2 6 
Jacob Sowder 60 1 2 John Shellenberger 260 3 10 
Adam Shipe 108 2 4 Jacob Souder . . . . . . . 60 1 2 

Christian Conford 40 2 3 Adam Sheive 108 2 4 

Morris Thomas ...... 130 2 2 Christian Conver .... 66 2 3 
John Wright ....... 180 3 3 Morris Thomas 140 2 4 
Michael Wefrman, Sm 170 3 6 George Thomas 1 
Isaac Wf sler .. ' .... 113 ' 3 John Wright ........ 86 3 4 
John Bucheimer ..... 100 2 3 ,Jonathan Wright ... 100 ,3 4 
Henry Frey ........ 130 1 3 Michael Weirman, Sm 76 2 6 
John Mowrer ....... 2 3 (Also 1 slave) 
Jacob Cline ......... 80 3 2 fraac Wisler . 64 3 6 
Peter Ycow ... 2 3 Jl•lm Buckhermer 100 2 4 

l<'rederick Zellor .... 2 M ~lchor Yoder 130 2 3 
Michael Comb ....... 1 2 J a 10b Inga rt ........ 3 3 

Peter Hoxworth ..... 20 1. 2 Jacob Kline ......... 80 2 6 

John Shott 20 1 2 Peter Hoxworth ..... 70 2 3 
Thomas Morga~. : : : : : 1 2 John Shack ' ...... 20 1 
Christian Beam ..... 1 2 Tho11as Morgan .... 1 
Abraham Hendrick .. 1 1 Johr Weirman ..... 2 6 
John Welrman ...... 1 7 Mori is Davis ....... 2 

Lawrence Andrews .. 1 
Phili)l March ....... 1 2 

1774 ASSESSMENT 
Abra, 1am Allebach .. 100 2 4 
Henrr Rosenberger .. 160 2 4 

Acr.es Horses Cattle Conrad .Leidig ...... 14 4 
Martin Weirman .... 96 2 4 

Isaac Rosenberger ... 160 3 6 Isaac Williams ...... 2 1 
Jacob Overholtzer ... 68 1 2 ( J .. lso 1 slave) 
Henry Rosenberger .. 80 2 3 Matthius Zigefuss ... 1 
Thomas Davis ...... 100 2 3 Matthias Hendricks. 1 
Jacob Sneer ........ l\lnrtin Rosenberger, 
Jacob Swartz ....... 07 2 4 SM. 
Jacob Gross . . . . . . . . 10 3 . . . . .. 60 1 2 

John Funk ....... 122 2 6 Christian Billheimer 2 

(Also 1 slave) George Metzker ..... 2 2 

Baltzer Stem ...... 110 2 4 Jacob Johnson . . . ... 1 
John Hendricks 111 2 3 Thomas Thomas ... 20 1 
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t 785 ASSESSMENT 
Acres Horses Cattle 

Charles Shellenberger 116 6 6 
Conrad Lyde.. . . . . 14 3 
Isaac Hunsberger . . 7 1 
Christian Beem . . . . . 2 1 
Abraham Hendrick . . 100 1 3 
Jacob Swartz . . . . . . . 60 2 6 
Joseph Overholtzer . . 94 2 4 
Jacob Tidwiler . . . . . . 130 2 6 
Henry Cleyn1er . . . . . 132 3 6 
Henry Sheive ....... 108 S 6 
Peter Frick . . . . . . . . 86 3 6 
John Shellenberger . . 2 4 
John Shellenberger .. 143 3 8 
Jacob Rees ......... 141 2 4 
John Hendricks ..... 111 3 3 
Jacob Ruth ......... 111 2 6 
Jacob Overholtzer . . . 68 2 2 
David Ruth . . . . . . . . . 148 2 6 
David Rosenberger .. 200 4 8 
Isaac Rosenberger . . . 169 2 6 
John Funk ......... 118 3 5 
Abraham Ruth . . . . . 120 2 4 
Jacob Kline ........ 100 2 3 
John Weirman ...... 149 4 6 
Abraham Allebach . . 100 2 4 
John Hendricks . . . . . 77 2 J 
John Rosenberger 170 2 4 
Jacob Reed . . . . . . . . . 216 4 7 
Jacob Conver . . . . . . . 96 2 4 
Elias Castle . . . . . . . . 106 2 S 
Henry Stouter . . . . . . 60 2 2 
Matthias Johnson . . . 186 6 3 
Martin Weirman . . . . 96 2 6 
Henry Rosenberger 

( Renter of Martin 
Rosenberger Mill) 86 2 4 

Peter King, Jr. . . . . . . 23 1 2 
George Metzger . . . . . 100 2 4 
Thomas Stalford . . . . 69 2 ! 
Thomas Davis . . . . . . '10 2 4 
John Buckheimer . . . 180 4 4 
Jacob Sorver ....... 126 S 6 
Edward Hoxworth . . 100 2 3 
John Jenkins, Sr. . . . . 60 
George Thomas . . . . . 40 2 1 
Jacob Walton . . . . . . . 160 2 S 
Thomas Morgan . . . . . 60 1 2 
Andrew Morgan . . . . 100 3 4 
John Jenkins, Jr. 14 2 4 

Peter King, Sr. 161 3 4 
Isaac Wisler . . . . . . . 169 4 6 
Michael Wireman . . . 76 2 4 

( 1 grist mill) 
Abraham Moyer . . . . 100 2 4 
Peter Hoxworth . . . . 70 2 3 
Eleanor Miller . . . . . 160 2 3 
Henry Selsor 130 2 3 
John Mason 

(Millwright) 226 1 S 
Edward Morgan 26 1 2 
Michael Moyer 

(Wheelwright) . 260 2 6 
Philip Stillwagon . . . 1 2 
George Sheive . . . . . 109 2 4 
Jacob Shooter . . . . . . . 6 1 
Emanuel Shitle . . . . . 10 1 2 
Jacob Ratzel 

(Tanner Yard) . . . 64 2 3 
James Mehaffy . . . . . . 60 2 3 
Josiah Dickeson . 74 2 2 
Christian Leihigh . . . 11 1 
William Snare ...... 100 2 2 
Martin Idle . . . . . . . . . 4 2 
Henry Keller 

(ln~keeper) . . . . . . 60 2 2 
Peter Benner (Weaver) 1 
Isaac Overholtzer . . . 10(\ 3 4 
Benjamin Williams . . 70 2 4 
Sin1le Mea 

Horses 
Davis Harmon (weaver) ........ 1 
Henry Shafer (cordwafner) 
Abel Williams (taylor) 
Isaiah Thomas (cordwainer) .... 1 
Isaac Morgan 
Jonathan Miller 
Enoch Mfller .................. 1 
Henry Hendrick 
Samuel Wisler (blacksmith) ..... 1 
John Kline 
David Davis ................... 1 
Jacob Sorver (storekeeper) ..... 1 
Jonas Stalford 
Jacob Shutt (~arpentcr) 
Benjamin Rosenberger .......... 1 
Jacob Rees 

When slavery was discontinued In 
the township cannot be ascertained as 
slaves over forty-five years were not 
assessed and none assessed after 1801. 
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THE REVOLUTION 

The period of the Revolutionary 
War naturally did not cause such in
tense interest as in some other town
ships by reason of the staid, plain and 
sober•minded character of the people 
who were mainly averse to taking a 
share in public affairs or entering the 
military service. Many were opposed 
to bearing arms from religious con
viction. 

1'here was a militia company 
formed, however, as in other town
ships. In it were enrolled those fit for 
military duty who wel'e expected to 
take part in the drill necessary for 
military service or else to pay their 
fines, Only a portion of these, how
ever, saw actual service in the army. 

This militia company wu under the 
command of Capt. Philip Reed, whose 
father's homestead was at the Scholl 
place, near the Franconia line. The 
non-associates were those not enrolled 
tor military duty by reason of age or 
other causes. Various names are in 
both lists. It will be seen that the pre
ponderance of names are German. 

CAPT. PHILIP REED'S 

MILITIA COMPANY 

Chrl1tlan Bean 
Yelll■ Cauell 
Zachariah Claw1on 
Enoch Davia 
Thoma& Davia 
Peter Frick 
Edward Hoxworth 
Jacob John■on 
John Jenkin ■ 
John John■on 
Samuel Jone■ 
Henry John■on 
John Kline 
Peter Klnir 
Jame■ Lonirhead 
WIiiiam Luken• 
Chrl1tlan Llllerlck 
John Luken, 
Conrad Leidy 
Abraham Meyera 
Georre Metairar 
l■aac Morgan 
Andrew Morgan 
Jonathan MIiier 
Jacob Oberholtaer 
Henry Oberholtaer 
Jo1eph Oberholtaer 
l■aao Oberholtaer 

Jacob Ruth 
John Roaenber,rer 
Henry Ro■enberser 
David Roaenber,rer 
John RoaenbertT 
David Ruth 
Charle• Shellenberser 
WIiiiam Skelton 
Henry Sheive 
George Shelve 
John Bhellenberser 
Henry Selser 
Jacob Swartley 
Jacob Stoneburner 
Henry ShelJenber,rer 
John Sower 
Aaron Scout 
George Stover 
George Thoma• 
Isaiah Tbomu 
John Wireman 
Yoat Wile 
John Wl1ler 
Isaac Wlaler 
Samuel Wlaler 
Martin Wireman 
Melcholr Yoder 

In the above list were those en
rolled as fit for military duty, and 
were expected to take part in the 

drills necessary for military service, 
or pay their fines. 

In the following list will be found 
the names of those who were opposed 
to the bearing of arms, on account 
of their religious belief, or age, and 
physical deformities. 

NON-ASSOCIATORS 

Abraham Allehncl, 
J'nhn Ouchelmer 
Henry Conrad 
Samuel Dotterer 
Thoma■ Da,·ls 
David Dovi11 
Peter Frick 
John Funk 
Nlcbola■ Ood■halk 
Jacob Grou 
John Hendricks 
Peter Hoxworth 
Humphrey Huirhe■ 
Peter Klnir 
Jacob Insrrad 
John Jenkin& 
Jacob Kline 
William Lukens 
WIiiiam MIiier 
Thomaa Morgan 
Henry Oberholtser 
David Ro■enberger 
I■a.ac Ro■enber1ter 
Henr, Re■h, or R11ae 
John Ro■enberirer, Sr. 
Martin Ro■enberger 

Jacob RoheJI 
Jacob Ruth 
Jacob Reed 
David Ruth 
Abraham Ruth 
Jacob Swartley 
Henry Shelve 
Jacob Sower 
Jacob Snowden 
Jacob Snare 
Georire Shelve 
John Shelve 
John Shick 
John Shellenberger 
Michael Swarh 
.I acob Sower 
Jacob Swarts 
Henry Stover 
Thoma& Stalford 
George Thoma■ 
Morrie Thomae 
Michael Wireman 
Martin Wireman 
AhlJah Wriirht 
John Wisler 
Melcholr Yo■t 

COLONEL JACOB REED 

Colonel Jacob Reed was the most 
notable figure connected with the 
Revolutionary struggle in Hatfield. 
He was of German extraction, the 
name Rheidt having been angli
cized. He was born in 1730, and he 
was blessed with length of days. His 
life was spun till the age of ninety. 

In 1770 he bought a farm of 216 
acres in Hatfield of Richard and 
Thomas Penn. It was situated on the 
upper edge of the great plain of the 
township, and on the borders of 
Franconia. The present owners of this 
)and are Frank Schon and StanlP.y 
Waiters. Reed sold this farm in 1793 
to John Rosenberger. 

His eamest advocacy of the pa
triot cause made him a mark for the 
vengeance of the British and Tories. 
His home was visited by a party led 
by a Tory neighbor named John 
Wright, who lived on the later Krupp 
farm near Lanad&le. 
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One account says that Reed had no 
notion of being summarily carried 
off, and made a gallant fight for 
liberty within the doorway of his 
house-so bravely indeed, that the 
enemy were driven off. In the strug
gle his sword was broken, and the 
end pierced the foot of Wright in 
falling. By his bleeding limb, Wright 
was traced for several miles south
east and taken prisoner. His case was 
summarily dealt with, as be was hung 
from an oak tree near Montgomery 
Square. 

This occurred during the winter of 
1778. Either in this attack or some 
other raid, Reed lost by the depreda
tions of the Tories upon his property 
for he afterwards was repaid £46 for 
damages by the American Govern
ment. 

Reed removed to New Britlan 
township, where he died November 2, 
1820, on a farm now owned by H. K. 
Ruth, on the County Line. In his will 
mention is made of three sons and 
ftve daughters--Philip, Jacob, An
drew, Margaret, wi(-3 of Jacob Red
line;· Elizabeth, wife of Jacob 
Conver; Magdalena, wife of Josiah 
Wilson; Eve, wife of Wendel Fisher, 
and Catharine, wife of William Licey. 

Col. Jacob Reed was in command 
of the Militia of Hatfield, Franconia, 
Lower Salford, Upper Salford, and 
Towamencin. Philip Reed, the Cap
tain of the Hatfield Militia Company, 
was his son. 

The removal of Jacob Reed to New 
Britlan was in 1783, when be bought 
nf nety acres of John Garner for 
£900. His Hatfield farm was not 
sold till 1798. 

FRIES' REBELLION 

Written b,- Lewie Harley 

In the early days of our political 
history, three events occurred which 
threatened our Republican institu
tions with destruction. The national 
sentiment was not immediately es
tablished by the Articles of Confed
eration and the Constitution. The 
spirit of nationality developed very 
slowly. At first there were only faint 
glimpses of the "more perfect union." 

The Constitution was adopted by 
means of a series of · compromises, 
and to form the Union, different 

theories contradictory to each other 
were recognized and conceded to be 
true. The people had been accus-
tomed to local government and al
though general matters were vested 
ht the Continental Congress, yet this 
body was to a great extent merely 
advisory. They erroneously looked 
upon the National Congress as a 
mere succe880r of the Continental 
Congress, and with but little more 
power. The spirit of national self
consciousness was not present in ac
tive form, and it is but natural that 
when the people felt the first preBSure 
of Congressional Goverhment upon 
them, they should regard it as a form 
of tyranny. 

The fl.rat resistance to the author
ities of Government ia known as 
Shay's Rebellion, which occurred in 
western Massachusetts in 1786. It 
appears that the poor farmers of 
western Massachusetts were loaded 
with more taxes than those of any 
other State. Their debts were enor
mous, averaging more than ,200 
apiece. Having no mearas to pay their 
debts, many were sued and thrown 
into priaon. They became desperate, 
and Daniel Shays, himself a con
firmed debtor, raised an army of 
2,000 farmers. They surrounded 
Worcester and Springfield and put 
a stop to all lawsuits for debt. A 
strong military force suppressed 
them and Shays fled into New HamJ)
shire. 

This occurred in the days of the 
Articles of Confederation, and the 
weakness of the· old system of gov
ernment is well illustrated. The test 
of national power is the ability to 
lay and collect taxes. 

The Whiskey Insurrection, which 
occurred in western Pennsylvania in 
1794, is another good example of re
sistance to Federal authority. Con
gress had resolved that an allowance 
of an additional sum be made to the 
army to compensate for the depreci
ation of its pay. This was distri
buted among the States, and the ex
cuse was to be used for the purpose. 

Many people in western Pennsyl
vania were Scotch and Irish. They 
had heard of the exactions and op
pressions in the old country under 
the• excise laws, and how houses were 
opened and se,rched · by excise of. 
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fkers. They remembered also the 
resistance to the Stamp Act and the 
other British measures, and they 
rose up in surrection, preventing the 
officers from collecting the tax. It 
was only the appearance of an army 
of 12,968 men that they were sub
dued into obedience to the Jaws. 

The third form of opposition to 
Federal authority is known in history 
as Fries' RebeJlion. The quarrel with 
France in 1798 assumed the form of 
active hostilities. James McHenry, 
Secretary of War, began to organize 
the army. The President was given 
power to borrow $6,000,000, and 
$2,000,000 . more to be raised by a 
new and odious tax. 

The tax was direct and fell upon 
houses and slaves. For every slave 
Letween twelve and fifty years, fifty 
cents was to be required pf the 
owner. For every house valued at 
from $200 to $600, twenty cents was 
required for every hundred dollars, 
while houses valued from $600 to 
$100,000, thirty cents per hundred 
were required. 

There were but few slaves in 
Pennsylvania, and as a result, the 
tax fell mainly on houses and· lands. 
The value of the houses was deter
mined by counting the number and 
measuring the size of the windows. 
Houses with few and very small 
windows were usually rated lower, 
and in order to save the tax the 
farmers usually had small windows 
put in their houses, with panes no 
Jonger than eight by ten inches in 
dim~nsions. 

Peunsylvania's share of the tax 
was $237,177.72, To collect this 
ttmount the State was divided into 
nine districts, with the following 
collectors: 

First District, Israel Wheeler. 
Second Dist1·ict, Paul Zantzenger. 
Third District, Seth Chapman. 
Jl'ourth District, Collingson ~ed. 
li'ifth District, Jacob Eyerly. 
Sixth District, Michael Schmyser. 
~eventh District, Thomas Grant,Jr. 
Eighth District, Samuel Davidson. 
Ninth Uit1trict, Isaac Jenkinson. 
The third district was composed of 

Bucus and Montgomery Counties, 
and the fifth district of Northampton, 
Luzeme nnd Wnyne Counties. 

The assessors and collectors of the 
tax found very little difficulty and 
opposition until the eastern part of 
the state was reached. It was in the 
counties of Bucks, Montgomery, Le
high and Northampton, almost within 
sight of the Federal capital that the 
opposition became alarming, arising 
from the fact that the German people 
did not understand the law. Many 
a farmer knew nothing of the tax law 
until the assessor came around. The 
people remembered the old hearth 
tax of Germany, and they thought 
the measure was a revival of it. 
They were Republican in politics and 
were determined that the tax should 
not be collected. Women set dogs on 
the assessors, and poured scalding 
water on them when they attempted 
to measure the windows. 

The asseMor being unequal to the 
task in Bucks County, two others 
joined him in his efforts to enforce 
the law. They counted the windows 
of fifty houses in Milford township 
and went to the tavern for dinner. 
John Fries entered and forbade them 
to go any further. 

The assessors finished their work, 
however, and were about to make the 
last measurement of the day, when 
they heard a great shout and saw 
Fries and four assistants in pursuit. 
The neee880rs got to Quakertown and 
found it in possession of a mob. At 
this place two of the assessors were 
taken. 

John Fries was a farmer•s son, 
born in Hstfteld township, near Lans
dale, in 1760. He )earned the cooper 
trade, and in 1770 married Mary 
Brunner, of Whitemarsh township. 
The Brunner homestead was on the 
Morris road, below Franklinville, In 
1776 Fries moved to Lower Milford 
Townshlp, Bucks County. 

He saw service in the Revolution, 
having been enlisted in the Lower 
Milford Associated Company in 1776. 
He also helped to put down the 
Whiskey Insurrection in western 
Pennsylvania. 

After settling in Bucks County, 
Fries became a travelling auctioneer. 
1n those days the auction busineBS 
was an important affair. The stores 
did an auction business, and Fries 
went from village to viUage engaged 
in this employment. 
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He and his dog, Whiskey, were fa
miliar figures in every country store. 
He could speak Ge1'1118n fluently, and 
in his rounds had excellent oppor
tunity to denounce the t.ax. Being 
so well known, his words had great 
influence, and he naturally became 
a leader of the opposition party. 

In February, 1798, a meeting was 
h"ld at the tavern near the point of 
Union of the four counties: Mont
gomery, Lehigh, Berks and Bucks. 
A paper, pledging the signers to re
sist the window tax, received fifty
two names. Fries pledged himself to 
raise 700 men to resist the tax. 
· In the meantime, the Marshal in 
Lehigh County was serving warrants 
and arresting persons who would not 
pay the tax. Those who tried to serve 
the subpoenas were driven away. 
· Tlie · Federal Courts then issued 
warrants and more than thirty were 
arrested and confined in the Sun 
Tavern, Bethlehem. These arrests 
set the counties all in flame. Fries, 
at the head of a mob, began the 
march to Bethlehem. At the bridge 
across the Lehigh they met another 
body on the same errand. They pro
ceeded to the tavern and the Marshall 
wa~ commanded to set the prisoners 
fk!e, threatening to bum the town in 
case of resistance. Having no other 
alternative the men were released. 

· The Government became greatly 
alarmed at these proceedings. The 
President issued a proclamation de
mMul(ng the rioters to disperse. · He 
also ·d~lled the Governor and militia 
of·.f,pnsylvania to assist in maintaiit
in~ order. Governor Mifflin issued a 
pr9¢Jamation March 14, 1799, and 
on'March 20, James McHenry, Secre
t.ai'y of War, ordered out the cavalry 
from Philadelphia, Chester, Mont
gomery, Bucks and Lancaster Coun.; 
ties. 

Under the command of General 
MacPherson, the militia and ·cavalry 
encamped at Springhouse; Montgom
ery County. This is an old settle
ment, and as early as 1701 a road 
Jed from it to the city. Here General 
MacPherson issued a proclamation to 
the 'rioters. It was a lengthy exposi
tion of the nature of the Constitution 
and the extent ·of Federal powers. A 
minister . named Helmuth, who 
claimed to have some influence, also 

addt·essed them. Proceeding to Quak
ertown, they began to make arNsts 
and scour the country in search of 
the rioters. 

After releasing the men at Bethle
hem, Fries returned to his old em
ployment, and was arrested while 
holding a vendue. At the cry of 
soldiers, he leaped to the ground and 
fled to a swamp. He was arrested, 
and with thirty othera, was taken to 
Philadelphia for trial. 

The following is a full list of tho 
persons thus arrested. 

Treaaoa 
John Frie• 
John Eberhard 
Jacob Huber 
John Huber 
Frederick He11ney 
Cbrlatopber Socka 
Jacob Klein, Sr. 
Jacob Klefn, Ir. 
David Kleln 
Abraham Bnltb 
John Getman 
~r1rc Oetmnn 
Wflllarn Getman 
Daniel Weidner 

Mbdemeanor 
Aaron Samuel 
Peter HamberR 
Abraham Stron1r 
Peter Heidrick 
Jacob Huber 
Henr7 Buber 
Micha.el Brefcb 
Abraham ffeldrlek 
Henry Mumbower 
Georae Mumbower 
Peter Heyer 
Peter Gabel 
Jacob Oabcl 
D11nlttl Gabel 

The witnesses were George Mitchell 
and William Thomas. The case of 
Fries was called up April 30, 1799. 
His counsel co11sisted of Alexander J. 
Dallas and Messrs. Ewing and Lewis. 
Attorney Rawle and Samuel Sit
greave were counsel for the United 
States. 

Samuel Sitgreave had a remarkable 
career. He was born in Philadelphia 
March 6, 1764, was educated at a clas
s!cal school, studiE:d law, and was ad
mitted to practice at Philadelphia, on 
September 3, 1783, in his nineteenth 
year. He had great legal ability and a 
large practice. He was a member of 
the Pennsylvania Constitutional Con
vention of 1789 and of the lower 
house of Congress in 1 '794. He con
ducted the trial of William Blount, 
impeached for conspiracy against the 
Government, and in 1799 was again 
called into service by the government 
to assist in the prosecution of John 
Fries for treason. He died at Easton, 
April 4, 1824. 

Fries' lawyers, Dallas and Lewis, 
were among the ablest in the State. 
They argued in the trial that the of -
f ense amounted only to riot, and that 
it should be tried in the local courts. 
This point was not accepted by the 
Court and the case went to trial. 
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The verdict was guilty; but as it 
appeared after the verdict that one 
of the jury, previous to being empan
elled, had expressed his opinion that 
Fries ought to be hung, a new trial 
was granted. The second trial was 
called for April 29, 1800. 

At the former trial, Fries' counsel 
argued at great length that the of
fense was only riot, and not treason. 
They cited many English cases to 
support their view. The Court would 
not take the English definition for 
treason, but relied upon that of the 
United States Constitution: "Treason 
shaU consist in levying war against 
the United Stat.es in aiding or abett
ing their enemies." Fries' counsel 
then ref used to appear further in the 
case. He was again found guilty; the 
14~riday for the hanging was named, 
and the sheriff's posse was selected. 

Benjamin Rush was one of the 
posse, and his summons is preserved 
in ihe Irish manuscripts at the Phila
delphia Library. George Getman and 
Frederick Hainey were also found 
guilty of treason. 

Another witness said that Eyerman 
came to his house, where conversation 
began about the house tax, whereupon 
he said that he did not care whether 
lilt:)' put up with it or not, for he had 
110 house to tax. A person present 
answered, 11But you have a great 
qua11tity of books to tax." 

The prisoner answered that if any
body would off er to tax his books, he 
would take a French, a Latin, a He
brew, and a Greek book down to them, 
and if they could not read them, he 
would slap them about their ears till 
fhey would fall to pieces. Eyerman 
continued preaching to his congrega
tion until he was taken up. After the 
rescue, he fled to New York State, but 
was apprehended and brought back 
and found guiJty of conspiracy. He 
was sentenced to be imprisonPd one 
year, pay ,50.00 fine and give secur
ity for his good behavior for one year. 

In the meantime ntltional political 
nff airs were so developing that Pres
ident Adams was led to pardon John 
Fries. Our country became involved 
in hostilities with 1''rnnce, on ac.ount 
of the refusal to declal'c war against 
England. The ratification of ,hy's 
'l'reaty with England also offended 
l•'rance. The result of the "X. Y. Z." 

miss:on tc France also caused a divi
~ion in the President's Cabinet. 

The Alien and Sedition Laws had 
aJso made Adams unpopular, and as 
the time for the Presidential election 
was drawing near, Adams felt the 
necessity of making a stroke which 
would tend to quiet the great opposi
tion that was arising, as he was a can
didate for re.election. To heJp accom
plish this result he pardoned Fries. 

Adams would most likely have par
doned Fries at any rate. He was the 
first man condemned to death for 
treason, and the President felt reluc• 
tant about being the first to execute 
the stem Jaw. Pardons were also is
sued to Getman and Hainey. 

There is a story that Mrs. Fries 
interceded with the President and 
secured the pardon for her husband. 
Some claim that she and her seven 
children appeared bcf ore A d a m s 
weeping and begging for the pa1·don, 
and that he himself was 10 affected 
that he could not refuse it. 

Bishop William Price, of Indian 
Creek, once ref erred to this in a ser
mon; but it is more likely that the 
President granted the pardon for po
litical eft'ect. 

After his pardon Fri es opened a 
tinware store in Philadelphia and 
prospered. General Davis, of Doyles
town, claim~ that this is not true, but 
that Fries spent the remainder of his 
days in Bucks County. There is suffi
cient evidence, however, to prove that 
he was engaged in this business in 
Philadelphia. 

The appearance of the large mili
tary force in the Gerr..1an di strict, and 
the numerous arrests and trials fi
nally subdued the people, and Dr. 
Muhlenberg and others went through 
the counties explaining the law to 
them in the German tongue. 

After once understanding the na
ture of the law they immediately be
came obedient, proving that they had 
been urged into disobedience by the 
misrepresentation of unscrupulous 
leaders. 

This uprising had more than a local 
interest for many years. Webster, in 
his great reply to Hayne, ref erred to 
Fries several times, one place saying: 

"If John Fries had produced an act 
of Pennsylvania annuling the law of 
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Congr~s, would it have helped his 
case?" 

It was one of the many factors 
which tended to make the administra
tion of John Adams unpopular, lead
ing to the downfall of the Federal 
party and its final disappearance 
from the realms of politics. 

JOHN FRIES REBELLION 

B11 Edward Mathews 

One of the most notable ftgurea con
nected with the history of Hatfield is 
John Fries. He was the leader of an 
insurrection against the Federal Gov
ernment in 1799 and 1800. None of 
his overt acts, however, took place in 
Hatfield, nor did he draw any of his 
followers from that township. 

Local historians all state tha~ he 
was born in Hatfield in 1760, and that 
he married Mary Brunner, of White
marsh, in 1770. What the authority 
is for the first part of this statement 
is not informed. None of these writers 
tell of the locality where he was born, 
or his father's name, or his early 
childhood, or upon which homestead 
it was spent. 

Diligent researches by the writer 
have not revealed anyone by the name 
of Fries as a landholder anywhere 
about the middle ot· the eighteenth 
century. If the Fries family lived 
here about that time, they must have 
been renters of the property of others. 
The doubtful honor of giving birth to 
Fries may be accorded to Hatfield in 
the absence of proof to the contrary. 
The subsequent history of his life and 
of his rebellion against the constituted 
authorities docs not pertain particu
larly to that of Hatfield, hut rather 
to that of the County and State. 

Some reckon Fries as a plausible, 
loud-mouthed demagogue, with trait
orous aims. Others esteem him almost 
a patriot, though somewhat mistaken 
in his aims and methods. He no doubt 
possessed that native assurance, and 
a certain sort of rude eloquence, cal
culated to influence a multitude of 
followers against a grievance, real or 
fancied. 

His rebellion was against the col
lection of an internal revenue tax, 
laid by the Federal Government, then 

under the control of the Federal party. 

The insurrection melted away as 
soon as a resolute show of force ap
peared on the scene, and John Fries, 
condemned to death as a traitor, owed 
his life to the clemency of President 
John Adams. 

The e~hoes of the disturbance he 
raised were very enduring among a 
people whose resentments are very 
lasting and living in portions of 
Berks, Lehigh, Northampton, Mont-

gomery and Bucks Counties. The bit
ter animosities aroused at that time 
long affected the alignment of politi
cal parties of that region, and are 
hardly forgotten today. 

*** 
HATFIELD DEPOT AND 

ADJOINING HOMES 

Joseph Proctor sold a tract of land 
for one dollar to the North Pennsyl
vania Railroad. Company February 28, 
1874, to which they moved tho station 
from the Main street cro!'!smg to ib 
present location. 

This was part of the nine n\!rcs 
which Proctor had bought of Jacob S. 
Leidy, April 1, 1873. This he divided 
into buildint: lots. This tract lay on 
both sides of the railroad. It extended 
up to Union street. l\laple avenue wus 
culled East uvenue and .Market street 
was called West avenue. These lots 
were then sold to various owners. 

*** 
KNIPE'S HOTEL PROPERTY 

In 1873 Joseph Proctor sold a lot, 
one acre, lo John Proctor for $000.00, 
it being a part of the Jacob Leidy 
farm. John Pr.octor erected the pres
ent house. In 1874 he sold to Simon 
Markley who had a liquor li<!ense 
granted that year. In 1876 he sold 
the property to Eli S. Delp. In 1878 
the sheriff seized the property for 
debts of Simon Markley and sold to 
Jacob L. )foyer, of Franconia, and 
Israel Ruth. In 1881 it was trans
ferred to Isaac Hankey, he giving the 
Dr. Lambert residence in exchange at 
corner of l\luitt street and T.>wumen'... 
cin avenue. 

In 1883 Hankey made an a:i;-;iJ11-
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mrnt for the benefit of his creditors. 
Joseph Proctor, the assignee, then 
sold to Isaac K. Zeigler. After Ms 
death it was sold to <:'bester Knipe in 
1889, the present o,mer. 

It has been mentioned that Simon 
Markley was granted a license in 
1~74. In 18'7'7 transferred to EU S. 
Delp; in 18'18 transferred to EJlas 
Benner; in 1879 transferred to .\n
tho1,y Althouse, on April 8; on May 6 
b1tck to Benner again. In 1880 to 
Allen Heil; to Christian Esser in 
1881; April 12 to Milton Grose; 1882 
to Jacob K. Krupp; to Isaac 1'eigler 
in 1883; September 2 to WiJliam 
Hackman, 1886; to Chester Knipe in 
1889. 

Markley was also an auctioneer. 
An ad in Lansdale Reporter ap

peared October 12, 18'76: 
110 Yes O Yes 

S. S. Markley 
Auctioneer 

Hatfield Station N. P.R. R. Hotel 
~ome men do a great · deal of 

crymg over many sales, but the 
undersigned still exists nnd only 
Crye' when called upon and in · 
order to hear him. Give him a 
can. 

S. S. Markley." 

*** 
DEATH OF ISAAC K, ZEIGLER 

The JittJe viJJage of Hatfield on the 
North Penn Railroad, the first station 
above Lansdale, was thrown into a 
Mt.ate of excitement last Monday evea
ing over the announcement that Mr. 
Zeigler, the hotel keeper near the sta
tion, had received injuries during a 
disturbance at his place that WO\)ld 
result fatally. 

From the particulars of the matter 
it appears that George Sheip, a young 
man living in New Britain township, 
went to Dr. Albright for the purpose 
of having a tooth extracted. After the 
operation had been performed he went 
across the way to the hotel. 

WhUe there, a young man, answer• 
ing the name of Nicholas Glosson 
came into the barroom where severaf 
others had congregated. He had been 
attending a sale at Line Lexington 
in the afternoon and was somewhat 
under the influenre of liquor at the 

tbue. A conversation was carried on 
in a joking sort of way when one of 
the young men took off'ense and used 
abusive language that Jed to blows. 

A scuffle ensued but nothing re
iu)UMI from it and the matter quieted 
down until young Sheip was about to 
start for home when Nicholas again 
made a remark of an insulting nature. 
This started the wound afresh and 
Eli Delp, the hostler at the hotel, at
tempted to eject Sheip from the bar
room. Mr. Zeigler became worked up 
at the excitement made by the parties 
and attempted to assist Delp when by 
some movement he was thrust aside 
and, being Jamel fell, striking his head 
against the back of a chair. 

Mr. Zeigler recovered, however, and 
nothing serious was thought of it at 
the time as he moved about the room 
although he remarked to Dr. Cooper 
that his head pained him. 

A few minutes afterwards he com
plaf ned of dizziness and went to the 
front portico for the purpose of vom
iting as he felt sick. While standing 
against the post Dr. Albright, who 
happened to be near at hand, noticed 
the sudden change in hfs appearance 
and while speaking to him, Mr. Zeig
ler f eJJ over unconscious. 

Both Dr, Albright and Dr. Cooper 
3ttempted resuscitation at once and 
nppJied an remedies. They worked 
until after three o'clock, but without 
avail, and the injured man lay in a 
c:omatose state until he died on Wed
nesday morning, August 11, On Tues
day, Dr. Breining, of Bethlehem, was 
teleguphed for and a consultation 
held when he declared the man was 
beyond recovery. An examination re
vealed the rupture of a blood vessel at 
the base of the brain which caused 
congestion and finally brought about 
apoplexy. 

"Mr. Zeigler was about sixty-three 
years of age. The funeral will take 
place on Sunday next at ten o'clock. 
There is considerable feeling about 
the matter in the vicinity of Hatfield. 
Some say one party is responsible. 
Othera lay the blame upon another, 
while a third says had Mr. Zeigler 
obeyed the injunction to keep away, 
ns he was lame and feeble, no evil 
results would have followed. What 
wiU be the outcome of the matter, no 
one can teU."-PubHshed by Lansdale 
Reporter, August 12, 1886. 



H I S T O-R Y · 0 -F Iii A -T f' I E L D 

"1'he Norristown Herald, last Fri
day, said that Harry M. Zeigler, eon 
of Isaac K. Zeigler, the hotel-keeper 
at Hatfield whose death occurred last 
week, called on District Attorney Bic• 
kel Friday morning and st.ated that 
the family did not desire to institute 
any prosecution ngainat George Sheip, 
the young man who was the unfortu .. 
nate cause of hl11 death. He say& that 
when the hostler tried to eject Shelp 
from the barroom the latter caught at 
the bar to save himself, missed it and 
accidentally grabbed Mr. Zeigler, 
throwing him down and causing the 
fatal injuries.'' - Published in Lana-
dale Reporter, August 19, 1886. 

*** 
Detwiler'• Stor• Propert1 

On tbls lot Joseph Proctor built the 
,tore in 1874 which he conducted until 
1879 when he sold it to Harry M. 
1A!igler. He sold it to Charles M. 
Schwenk in 1888. He aold it to Enos 
'F. Hackman in 1889, After his death 
the administrators sold it to Chauncey 
J. Buckley in 1892, He sold it to Isaac 
Detwiler in 1909, the present owner. 

••• 
Sn,-cln'• MIU and FNCI Store 

In 1876 Joseph Proctor sold to John 
Proctor two acres, being a part of the 
tract of Jacob Leidy, formerly Wll• 
liam Delp property, and built the mill, 
feed store and hay house and con
ducted the business there until 1878. 
He then aold half part to EUas Ca1Sel, 
Next year, 1879, Proctor made an aa
iignment tor the benefit of his credl
·tors. The next year Cassel also made 
an assignment for the same cause. 

In 1881 the assignee sold the /rap
erty to Anthony Seipt. He sol the 
aame to George S. Snyder in 1887. 
Peter B. Cassel1 10n of Elias and John 
H. Krupp, conaucted the business for 
some t\me known as Cassel & Krupp 
Feed Buaine&s, Krupp died in 1880. 
It was leased by Frederick Souder f n 
1882 who conducted it- till 1887 when 
Snyder took posseaalon. 

The Late Wil~n K1'1p Reai~ence 

John Proctor, on the mfll property, 
erected a dwelling which he sold to 
Joseph W. Detwiler in 1876, He sold 
it to Jona& Rosenberger in 1884. He 
was killed as he was crossing the 
railroad at Snyder's MUI where he 
wns working. The administrators then 
sold the property to his father, Tobias 
Rosenberger, in 1891 who aold the 
same year to Roas Beisel. He sold it to 
Joseph Fretz in 1900. He sold it to 
Wilfiant B. Fretz in 1908. He sold it 
to Wilson R. Kulp in 1914. After his 
death it was sold to Snyder Estate. 

*** 
Snycler'a Tenant Houae at Corner 

of Market and Union Street• 

This was built by John Proctor. Re 
aold the same to Ephraim Keck in 
1876. He was Jacob Crouthamel1 Sr.'s, 
father-in-law. He sold it to Lean Hal
teman i fl 1887, wife of Charles Halte
man, father •Of I. R. Halteman, pub
lisher of the HarleyavUJe News at ·one 
time. She sold it to Charles S. Brun
ner in 1903. He sold it to Lehigh Val
ley Transit . Company In 1906. They 
sold ft to Oscar Hunsberger in 1914. 
He sold ft to .George Berge in 1917. 
He sold it to Clara J. Snyder in 1920, 
the present owner. 

Zepp'• lllakery 

Joseph Proctor sold a lot to James 
Deihl, of Hilltown, in 1876 for f300, 
He built the houie and established a 
bakery here, which he conducted tor a 
short time, but ·1 t seems ft was not a 
paying business for it was discontin
ued afterwards. lie sold the same to 
Wntiam Shearer, of Whitpain, in 
1882. The executor, Samuel Shearer, 
sold ft to Hubert Boorse in 1886. He 
sold It to Frank Zepp in 1892 - he 
again started up the bakery business. 
In 1918 he transferred It to his sons, 
Elmer and Jonas Zepp. They discon
tinued the buslnoss In 1940. It is now 
owned by Elmer Zopp. 



RESIDENCES 
Duke Reaideoee 

This lot was -sold by Proctor to 
Henry W. B. Reed, who built the 
house in 1876 · and u~d part of the 
same for a tinsmith shop, which he 
t'Onducted until 1881 when he sold it 
to William B. Fretz; who sold to 
Abraham R. Young in 1890; who 
transferred it to Abralfom H. Fretz 
in 1894. ·. 

The tinsmith business was. then con
d.ucted by William Keely until 1900 
when he sold the bµsiness . to Frank 
Reaser, and Fretz sold the real estate 
n!P.o to Reaser. Jie erected another 
Luilding for a hardware store and tin
smith shop whkh he conducted until 
J 008, when one evening, ~s he retired 
from his store and went to the barn 
to give the horses some, hay, he was 
t'lubbed by bnndits from. which injur
i<'s he died some time afterwards. 

Dnvid Howe, executor, then sold to 
.J, Hanford Duke in 1910, who con
ducted·it untlJ 1989. He -then moved to 
rory. Pa., and the business was dis
continued. 

.'ohn N. Wagner RHldenee 

JC'se11h Proctor sold a Jot to John 
M. Proctor in 1874. He then buUt the 
homm and lived thete until 1884 or 
1885 when he purchased a farm near 
RJooming Glen. He sold the house to 
Nathan Ivan Hunsberger in 1889 who 
sold to John Wagner Sr., in 1891. The 
hdrs then sold to Anna W. Wagner, 
1000. After her demise it was sold to 
J(atic B. Wagner, 1918, 'wife of John 
Wngner, Jr., the present owner. 

Martin Realdenee 

This lot was sold by Joseph Proctor 
to his brother John Proctor, who sold 
to his son-ln-iaw, Isaac G. Oberholt
zer, In 1874, who built the house. In 
1883 he sold it to Elizabeth Delp, wife 
of Eli Delp; the heirs of the same sold 
it to Joseph Ackerman in 1016, who 
sold it to Michael Migno1na fa 1982, 
who sold to Rnlph Kling in '1934, who 
Eold to Chnrlotte Martin in 1035, the 
prt•flent owner. 

Clarence Koflel Rea1dence 

This lot Jacob S. Leidy sold to 
Aaron Swartley who built the house. 
In 1874 he sold it to John M. Proctor. 
He sold it to Benjamin M. Moyer in 
18'16. In 1898 Sheriff Simpson sold 
it to Jacob L. Moyer, of Franconia 
township. He sold it to his son, Jacob 
D. Moyer, the same year. He sold it, 
to hie daughter, 'Annie Bilger, in 1909. 
She sold it to Titus Trauger in 1928. 
After hie death the widow sold it to 
Clarence Koffel in 1940, the present 
owner. 

Curtb White Reeldeace 

Joseph Proctor sold a plot of ground 
in 1874 to Samuel Henry who built a 
house and made a premises there. He 
sold to James Deihl in 1877. He sold it 
to WUJi~m Shearer in 1882. After his 
death the executol' sold it to Sophia 
Wireman in 1886. She sold it to wn .. 
11am Holehuh jn 1888. He sold it to 
Norman Dinger in 1907. He sold it to 
Harry Comly in 1919, He sold it to 
Curtis White in 1922, present owner • 

The Ba11ett Re,Wence 

Joseph Proctor built a double house 
for tenants which he sold to Annie 
Pincus.,_ of Philadelphia, in 1896. Ed
ward l'incus then sold it to Anna D. 
SchoJJ in 1896, She sold it to WUJlam 
B. Ruth ln 1910. He sold it the same 
year to Jacob Hollenbach. He sold it 
to Eva Fettemer, of Philadelphia, in 
1923. She sold it to John Bassett ln 
1927, the estate still owning it. 

Jo1epb Benner Reaidence 

Joseph Mattman built this house. 
Sheriff John Linderman seized the 
property and sold it to Henry H. Ros
enberger in 1877. After his demise the 
administrators sold it to Chestflr 
Knipe who Immediately transferred to 
Jacob Snfder in 1891. He sold it to 
Nathanie Oberholtzer in 1894. He 
sold it to Clinton Ott in 1919. He sold 
it to -George Gerhart in 1920. He sold 
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it to John H. Andera in 1927. He sold 
it to Pattie Rothtrock in 1932. She 
sold to Joseph Benner in 1939, the 
present owner. In the rear of the 
houses on the east side of Maple ave
nue was a brickyard. At this time 
when the houses were built it was op
erated by Seth Scholl, of Lansdale. 
The first brick houses built on Maple 
avenue, Union street, Market street, 
and Snyder's Mill were made here. 
C. W. Hutt Reaideace, tbe 

Late Jacob W. Roeenber1er 

Enos Kriebel sold a tract of land to 
John Proctor from his farm in 1876. 
This included all lots from the rail
road down, including the late Edwin 
Benner's. Proctor sold two lots to 
David Rosenberger in 1876 who built 
the house. After his death, the ex
ecutor, Lyman Rosenberger, sold to 
James Markley in 1904. He sold it to 
Jacob Hollenbach in 1914. He sold ft 
to Jacob Rosenberger in 1919. After 
his death it was sold to C. W. Hutt 
in 1942, the present owner. 

Realde■ce of Hear, Fhu1eme,-er 

Thia was part of the Kriebel farm. 
John Proctor built the house and sold 
the same to Abraham Weigner in 
in 1876. After the death of the Weig
ners the heirs sold the same to Mag
dalene Kreibel, wife of Enos Kreibel 
in 1890, a daughter of the Weigners: 
She soJd to Henry Flnnemeyer in 1938 
-the present owner. 

Harr,- Hartman'• Realdeace 

John Proctor sold a building lot in 
1877 to George D. Gehman, who built 
the house. After his death it was sold 
to his son. David R. Gehmant in 1894. 
After his death it was purcnased by 
Harry Hartman, the present owner. 

Formerl1 Edwla Be-er, 

Claeater S. Knipe Realdeace 

John Proctor sold a lot to Isaac G. 
Oberholtzer. Seth Sholl built a house 
for tenants. Oberholtzer sold it to 
Jacob Fretz in 1881. After his death 
the· administrators sold it to Edwin 

Benner in 1894 who .. .;Id it to Chester 
S. Knipe in 1942, the present owner. 

Veraoa Hartma11 a■d 

Linford Scblotffl' Resideace 

John Proctor sold a plot of ground 
to Isaac Landis. He built a wheel
wright shop used also for a saddler 
shop, His son, Jonas Landis, conducted 
the saddler business. Later the shop 
was sawed in two parts and one part 
removed to where the Linford Schlos
ser residence is and made into a dwell
ing. The other part was also made 
f nto a dwelling after the death of 
Isaac Landis. Schlosser residence was 
then owned by his widow, Mary Lan
dis. Later she married a Buckwalter. 
She sold it to Jacob Kinsey in 1884 
who held the mortgage, He sold it to 
Amanda Moyer the same year. The 
heirs of Mrs. Moyer sold it to Jacob 
B. Moore in 1909. Jacob Gehman, his 
son-in-law, sold it to Lfnf ord Fritz 
in 1923. He sold it to Vincent Schlos
ser in 1929. After the bankruptcy of 
the same, it was transferred to Chal
font Building and Loan Association 
in 1983, who sold it to Linford Sch
losser in 1937, the present owner. 

Hartmaa Re1ide11ce 

The executor of Isaac Landis sold 
to son, John H. Landis, who sold to 
Harrison Cressman1 of West Rockhill 
Township, in 189a, He sold it to 
Henry Groth Jr.. in 1906. He sold 
ft to Frank Kriebel in 1921. He sold 
to Vernon Hartman in 1925, \he pres
ent owner, 

Vincent Sclalosael' RNidence 

Joseph Proctor sold a lot to Jacob 
Kindig in 1874 who built the house and 
conducted a butcher busf ness there. 
The administrators of Kindig sold it 
to Albert Frederick in 1905, He sold 
it to Vincent Schlosser in 1910, the 
present owner. 

Fraaldin H. Swarts Reaideace 

Joseph Proctor sold a tract1 of land 
to Christian Proctor, of Hilltown, in 
1874. He sold three acres to Elias Cas
sel In 1876. He built the house where 
Fl'ank Swartz Jives. He made an as-
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signment for the benefit of his credit
ors in 1880. The assignee then sold it 
to Daniel S. Rosenberger, a cigar 
maker. He kept a cigar store here for 
a short time. He sold the same to 
Jacob W. Rosenberger in 1.888. He 
sold it to Henry Derstine in 1889. The 
executor then sold it to Jonas Moyer 
in 1901. He sold it to Ida Sines Dill 
in 1902 who sold it to Frank Swartz 
in 1904, the present owner. 

Elmer Souder R.ealdeoce 

Elias Cassel sold a lot to his son, 
Peter Cassel, in 1877, who built the 
house. He conducted the feed store for 
some time as has been mentioned. He 
later bought a farm in Worcester 
Township where he died. The widow, 
acting as administrator, then sold the 
house to John A. Kratz in 1893. He 
sold it to Louis Shulke in 1894, a 
barber, who conducted the barber busi
ness. He sold it to Margaret Yeakel 
in 1908. She sold it to Chester Knipe 
who sold immediately to George Sho~ 
maker, of Spring Mount, in 1904. He 
sold it to Elmer Souder in 1908, the 
present- owner. 

Suaan R, Bolton'• Reaidence, 

Formerly Abraham H, Frets 

Jacob S. Leidy sold a lot in 1872 to 
Daniel Rosenberger who erected a 
dwelUng here where he lived the re
mainder of his life, He died in 1896. 
The executor sold the ~a>ne to Abra
ham H. Fretz in 1902. After his death 
his widow became the owner, After 
her death it was sold t-0 Anna R. 
Stubbs, a daughter, in 1922. She sold 
it to her sister, SuHn R. Fretz (now 
Bolton), in 1984, the present owner. 

Rawn', Realdence 

Eliaa Ca88el sold a lot to haac 
Henge in 1877, He built the present 
house. He made an assignment fo1.· the 
benefit of his creditors. The assignee 
then sold to Abraham Lapp in 1883. 
The administrator, which was his 
widow, sold to Joseph Mininger in 
1890. His heirs then soltl it to Ray
mond Rawn in 1988. 

Kampe Reaideac~ 

Isaac Range sold this lot to John 
H. Krupp in 1877. He erected the 
dwelling. He died in 1880. Jonas H. 
Moyer, the administrator, then sold 
it t-0 Jacob R. Gehman the same year. 
After his death it was sold by his 
heirs to Henry R. Swartley in 1884. 
H~ sold it to Daniel Bishop in 1887. 
He sold it to Louis Shulke, a barber, 
in 1900. After his death his sister, 
Johanna ~hulke, became the owner 
by will in 1921. She died in 1933. She 
willed it to Anna Kampe, the present 
owner. 

Nel,on Zei1ler Reaidence 

Jacob S. Leidy sold two Jots to Wil
liam C. Steiner in 1873. It included 
the Appenseller's lot. Steiner sold one 
Jot to John M. Proctor in 1877. He 
sold it to Martha S. Moyer in 1878 for 
$160.00. She built the house. She sold 
it to Simon Gerhart in 1879. It was 
then occupied by his son, Jacob M.' 
Gerhart, who was a merchant tailor, 
a business which he conducted there 
for some time. In 1894 it was sold 
by Gerhart to Levi Snovel. He kept 
it for a tenant's house. After his 
death it was occupied by his widow. 
Aftet' her death it was sold to her 
daughter, Angeline Snyder, wife of 
Frank Snyder in 1901. She sold it to 
Albert Frederick in 1908. He sold it 
to Franklin H. Swartz in 1015. He 
sold it to Nelson Zeigler in 1939, the 
present owner. 

Formerly Appe111eller Realdeace 

William C. Steiner sold this lot to 
to David Appenseller in 1876, a black
smith, a business which he conducted 
here until he was old and worn out. 
He built the present house. He sold it 
to Irvin Auchy in 1934. He sold ft to 
George s. Heckler in 1938, the present 
owner. 

Wallace Mh1in1er Realdeace 

Jacob S. Leidy sold a lot to Abra
ham Benner in 1872, He sold it to 
Tobias Har,ge in 1874 who built thP
house. The executor, Lydia Freed, 
then sold J~ to Jaoob W. Detwile1· in 
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1885. He sold it to William Lebo, 
M.D., in 1909. Sheriff Chauncey Buc·k
)ey. then sold it to George S. Snyder 
in.1910. Clara Snyder, his widow, sold 
it to WaHace Mininger in 1916, the 
present owner. · 

RHidence of Vine Street 

·These lots were detached from the 
hotel propert.y as the ownership of 
John B. Snyder's estate. 

John Boyor. RHide11ce 

The administrators ·of John B. Sny
der sold this lot to Enos Hunsberger 
in 1869. He sold it to Philip Boyer in 
1874. He built the house. He sold it to 
his son, John Boyer, the present owner. 

Re,idence of Li:aaie Benner 

This was known as lot No. 11 on the 
draft which the administrators sold 
to Enos R. Lukens. He sold it to Sarah 
Benner in 1872. She sold it·to her son, 
Jacob Lukens, in 1873. Jie· sold it to 
his son-in-law, Osten Ben·ner, in 1907. 
After his decease his widow became 
the owner. 

Wil1on Boyer Residence 

These two lots were Nos. 9 and 10, 
sold to Henry W. Cassel. He built the 
house. After his death the widow sold 
it to Samuel B. Conver for the paying 
of his debts. He sold it to Ann Moyer, 
wi.dow of George Moyer, Sr., in 1876. 
After her decease the heirs ·sold it to 
Frederick Kent in 1889. He a,lld it to 
Wilson Boyer in 1904, the present 
owner. 

Daniel Zeigler Residence 

This lot was sold by the admini,;
trators of Snyder to Oliver Althouse. 
in 1869. It was next sold to Abraham 
Sorver in 1875. He buj)t the house. 
He tiold it to Frank Bealer in 1884. 
He sold it to John Stoneback in 1892. 
After t.he d~eas~ . of the Stonebacks 
it was sold to Daniel Ziegler in 10i1, 
th(! present owner: 

Wll1on Gerhart Reeidence 

. This hou·se waa. bui"Lt by. Joseph 

Mat1man, a German carpenter. H was 
n,mt i~ncd he also built the Joseph 
Benner's house on Maple avenue. T!~e 
i-:heriff seized the propertic.~ of Matt
man, sold this to Abraham Sorver in 
1877. He sold it to George Cressman 
in 1878. He sold it to D,aniel Lewis 
in 1886. He sold it to Florence GH· 
linder in 1902. She sold it to Mary 
Reed in 1903. She sold it to Emma 
Bilger, wife of Abraham Bilger, in 
1909. She sold it to Andrew Shelly in 
Hl14. After his death his daughter, 
Rose Gerhart, became the owner. 

WUliam Hendrick Reaidence 

Being a part of the hotel tract 
which the administrators of ,John B. 
Snyder sold to Samuel G. Leidy in 
1869. He sold this lot to Jacob Freed 
in 1870 for $96.00. He bunt the house. 
He sold it to Christian G. Souder in 
1883. He sold it to Joseph Mininger 
in 1886. He sold it to Aaron Richard 
in 1890. The heirs of Richard sold 
to Henry Lacknu in 1926. He sold 
it to Anton Seckinger the same year. 
He sold it to George Didden who 
transferred it to Mary Hendricks, 
wife of William Hendricks, in 1927, 
the present owner. 

Didden'• Reaidence and Greenhou1e 

This was part of the hotel tract 
which Jacob Bookhamer sold to Sam
uel Beyer two acres in 1885. The 
boundaries were beginning on Main 
sti-eet near railroad, thence southeast 
to Jine of Henry Gehman ( of late 
Adam Gothier), thence southwest to 
a corner of Philip Zeiber'a land, thence 
northwest to corner of same land 
thence northeast to beginning. Beye; 
f;Old these premises to Christian Ros
enberger in 1841 for $1160.00, He 
sold to Samuel Leidy in 1846 the two 
acres. He sold this residence to Wfl. 
Ham_ · Stover in 1869 for $1100.00. I 
am mformed that this house was first 
used fo,r , tinsmith shop. Who con
verted 1t mto a dwelling we do not 
know. After the death of WiJliam 
8tover his widow became the owner 
in 1899. She conveyed it to son, Harry 
Stover, in 1918. After his decease the 
heir~ sold it to George Didden in 1921, 
the . present owner. On same date 
Didden bought flv<; acres from Hilary 
K. _Crouthamel and Jesse Slotterer on -
whwh he erected a greenhouse which 
is conducted as Didden Greenhouse .. 
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NORTH CORNER OF 

THE TOWNSHIP 

Here was a tract of 1020 acres 
which was owned by the proprietary 
government up to 1770. Much of it 
was occupied by people who lived 
there on a lease. 

This tract comprised all the farms 
lying between the township line o( 
Hatfield and Franconia on the north
west and Bucks County on the north
east, Unionville pike on the southeast, 
and the CoW}>ath road on the soutll
west. 

James Renner's farm, formerly a 
Rase Plantation. 

Henry Rase bou~ht a tract of 141 
acres of the proprietary government 
in 1771. This tract bordered on Bucks 
County line and Franconia township. 
Rase made his will in 1787, bequeath
in~ it to his son, Jacob, who was the 
owner until 1832. The year of his 
death the administrators then sold 
to Henry Leidy, 92 acres, who sold to 
Isaac Wisler 63 acres in 1861, and 30 
acres to Christian Rosenberger. Wis
ler sold his 63 acres to Elias Fillman 
in 1864 and Rosenberger sold his 
30 acres to Joseph Rosenberger in 
J 863, who sold to Fillman in 1866, 
who by this purchase again united 
the 93 acres under one ownership. 

Fillman sold then to James McIn
tyre of Harmony Township, Venango 
f'ounty, in 1866, who !!old to Emanuel 
Jacoby in 1871, 93 acres. Jacoby then 
sold to Abraham Fretz 66 acres in 
1882. Jacoby then removed back to 
New Britain where he died shortly 
afterwards. Fretz sold the farm to 
I"aac Wendkos in 1908 who sold to 
Minerva Robinsere in 1910. Her ad
ministrator, William Myers, sold to 
Edward Lovett in 1913, who sold to 
Charles Haberle in 1917, who sold a 
number of smaller tracts to various 
parties where buildings have been 
erected. The farm buildings and six
teen acres he willed to his widow, 
Rebecca, who Ider married Phares 
Wissler. She then conveyed to son-in
law, James Renner, the present 
owner, 

George W, Meyers' residence at cor
ner of County Line and Township 
Line road. . 

Charles Haberle detached. eleven 
acres and sold to Aocaham G. Swart
ley. in 1922 who erected. building and 

made a· prcmilles there .. He sold the 
1mme to George W. Myers in 1924, the 
present owner; 
Joaepb Clemmer Farm and 
Steiret Broom F~ctor1 
A Sbelleaberae.- Plantation 
. Thomas and Ric.hard Penn did grarit 
143 acres to John Shellenberger in 
1771 who sold to Charles Shellenber
ger in 1787, for 1100 pounds in silver 
and gold, who divided the farm Inter 
in two tracts-the ·upper ·portion ad
joining Franconia township. He sold 
77 acres to George Shellenberger in 
1823, who sold to Rev. Jonas Price, 
93 acres in 1849, a Minister of th'e 
Brethren Church at Hatfield, who 
sold to Isaac Yeakle in 1870, who sold 
to Henry Clemmer in · 1876, 75 acres. 
He was killed at the Railroad Cross
ing in 1898 where Werner's Foundry 
now is when he· was returning home 
from market, which he attended w, €k
ly, driving to Philadelphia with horse 
and wagon. The administrators of the 
same then sold the farm to son, Abra
ham Clemmer, in 1899 who sold to 
Joseph Clemmer in 1903, now contain
ing 61 acres, the present owner. 

Steiert Broom Worka 

The lower part of the Shellenberger 
tract, after the division, was sold by 
Charles Shellenberger to Jacob She1-
lenberger in 1823 who sold to Jesse 
Shellenberger in 1861. The Sheriff 
seized the real estate and sold to 
Abraham Sorver in 1890. The build-

. ings were destroyed by fire during 
his ownership •. The house, not being 
occupied1 was frequented by tramps 
who built a fire to keep warm. After 
the death of Sorver the executor sold 
the land to John R. Kindig in 1894, 
who sold to Keller Pottery Company 
in 1914 who built JI railroad · siding 
and shipped the clay tQ their factory 
at Norristown. They sold the land to 
Herman Steiret in 1937 who built a 
broom factory. Fiber brooms are rnade. 
The Steierts are the present owners. 
Haney Hittle Farm 

Jacob Shellenberger sold twenty 
acres to Ja~ob Rosenberger in 1836. 
After his. death .the v,,i~ow btcc\m.e tlte 
owner who devised it to her son, 
Christian, by will in .1840, who sold it 
to ,Christian . Allebach in 1841. He 
sold it to George G.ehm~n, ,father of 
Da~~- ~- G_ehman, lon.r a reaident in 
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Hatfield Borough in 1860. He sold it 
to Levi Reetier, in 1877. He sold it to 
Tobias Clemmer, in 1892. He sold it 
to Frederick Lang, of New Jersey, 
in 1916. He sold it to Isaiah Clemmer 
in 1919. He sold it to Franklin Vree
land in 1923. He sold it to Harvey 
Hittle in 1933. 

Anthony Mack Re1idence 

Tt,is was part of the She11enberger 
plantation. George Shellenberger, who 
had received the upper portion, sold 
twelve acres to Samuel Rase in 1847, 
who sold to Henry Rosenberger in 
1858. Jacob R. Gehman, administra
tor of Rosenberger, sold to Lewis 
Knoll in 1864, who sold to John Ginder 
m 1867, who sold to David Kulp the 
same year. Isaac Borneman, adminis
trators of Kulp, sold it to Sarah Ann 
Kulp, wife of Jacob H. Kulp, in 1893, 
who sold to Jacob Hol1enbach in 1908; 
who sold to Clarence Binder the same 
year; who sold to Charles Haberle in 
1018; who i-old ro Charles Danne
hauer in 1921; who sold to Elihu 
Moyer in 1925: who sold to Ephraim 
Landis in 1929; who sold back to 
Moyer in 1936; who sold to Anthony 
Mack in 19!-16, the present owner, 

Raymbnd Hackman Farm 

This came from two tracts. The 
first tract of fifteen acres was pur
chas<>d in 1770 from Thomas and 
Ri<'hard Penn by Jacobena Leidy. It 
was next sold by Conrad Leidy to 
Anthony MiJler, a weaver, in 1792. 
Arte, his de1tth Benjamin Miller, the 
administrator, sold it to Jacob Det• 
wiler, carpenter, in 1836. 

The other and larger tract was 
purchased from the Daniel Rosen
berger tract, present Bergey farm, 
which he had bought from his bro• 
ther, John, who was the owner of 
Frank Schoil's farm - fifty acres. 
After Daniel Rosenberger's death, his 
odimlnstrators, who were John W. 
Rosenberger and John Frick, sold 
twenty-seven acres to John Gayman 
in 1883, who ,mld the same to Jacob 
Detwiler in 1838. These 42 acres he 
then sold to Samuel H. Rosenberger 
in 1866--40 acres he sold to his bro• 
ther

1 
·Henry H. Rosenberger, in 1866, 

a minister of the Brethren in Christ, 
being ordnined h1 1877 and Bishop in 

1886. He died in 1890. The adminis
trators then sold the farm to Franie 
Kindig, a daughter, wife of John R. 
Kindig. The barn was destroyed by 
fire in 1898 and rebuilt by Kindig. 
In 1899 he sold it to William F. Ros
enberger who transferred it to his 
son-in-law, Raymond Hackman, in 
1937, the present owner. 

Samuel H. Rosenberger was also 
a minister of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, being ordained in 1890. He 
died in 1917. 

William Myer'• RNidence 

Being part of the Clemmer farm, 
Abraham R. Clemmer sold eighteen 
acres to Edward Neff in 1912, who 
sold to Lewis Pennepacker in 1924, 
who sold to Albert Brown the same 
year, who conveyed by will to Mary 
Brown in 1927, who sold to William 
Deturk in 1929, Mary Detnrk, the 
widow, sold to William Myers, the 
present owner. In 1937 he purchased 
the school lot adjoining, given by 
Charles Shellenberger and Jacob Rase 
for a German ~chool on Township 
Line road. This lot was conveyed to 
John Leidy and John Cope, trustees, 
May 27, 1704. 

Tbe Frank Scholl and Walter'• Farm, 

Former),. Colonel Reed'• Plantation 

This tract was bought by Colonel 
Jacob Reed in 1770 of Thomas and 
Richard Penn for 228 pounds (216 
acres) Reed Jived here during the 
Revolution. His residence was the 
Scholl's place. Reed's wife was Mag
dalena, daughter of Jacob Leidy, who 
came to America in 1727 and settled 
In Franconia Township. Reed sold the 
farm to John Rosenberger, Jr,, son 
of the immigrant, John Rosenberger, 
in 1793. John Rosenberger, Jr., then 
willed this farm to his son, Samuel 
Rosenberger, and he devised it to son
in-law, Jacob R. Gehman, in 1866. 
The administrators of Gehman to son, 
Abraham R. Gehman, in 1885, who 
sold to Frank Scholl in 1917, the 
present owner. 

The Walter'• Farm 

Sninuel Rosenberger de t a c h e d 
seventy-six acres and sold to David 
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D. Rosenberger in 1842, who sold in 
1851 to Elias Cassel. He sold to Abra
ham L. Moyer in 1864. Moyer made 
an assignment for the benefit of his 
creditors. Joseph Proctor, the assig
nee, then sold to Abraham C. Moyer 
in 1880, who conveyed to his son, 
Henry, in 1907. He later moved to 
Denbigh, Va. In 1908 he sold this 
farm to Stanley Walters, the present 
owner. 

Frederic-k Guenther Gas Station, 

Formerly Hockertown Tavern 

Thomas and Richard Penn grnnted 
a patent deed in 1770 for 148 acres 
with the usual allowance of six per 
cent for Roads and Highways to 
Valentine Ulrich, of Philadelphia. 
This plantation extended along the 
Bethlehem pike from the crossroad at 
Unionville Hotel up to the next cross
road running past Horace Bergey's 
farm to the Cowpath. Ulrich sold the 
same to David Ruth in 1773, a Menno
nite Minister and Bishop. Ruth sold 
the same to Jacob Wise in 1800 for 
1300 pounds of gold and silver-for 
100 acres. Wise later moved to Sau
con, Northampton County. 

Wise had a liquor license granted 
in 1800 which he held until he sold 
t.he farm and tavern to John Richard, 
ninety-five acres in 1811. The liquor 
license was then transferred to Rich
ard who died a few years afterward. 
He had only one child, a daughter, 
Mary, who married Martin Hocker, Jr. 
The farm and tavem, after his death, 
were then sold to Martin Hocker, Sr., 
of Whitemarsh, for 6,660 silver dol
lars in 1814. 

In 1826 Martin Hocker, Sr., sold to 
Martin Hocker, Jr., who was the 
license holder from the death of his 
father-in-law up to 1836. He was the 
owner of the tavern and farm up till 
the time of his demise in 1862. This 
farm included the Jay Hostetter 
farm. 

He also was a Justice of the Pence. 
The writer has found many deeds 
written by Hocker. In his later years 
he leased his tavem to other parties. 
He was a man of ability and force in 
the community. He was also a Sur
veyor and Conveyancer and was one 
of the first elected Justices of the 
Peace in the township, being chosr.n 

in 1840. He became quite wealthy, 
owning several houses farthe1· down 
the road in which he lived after he 
leased his tavern. 

He was a man of remarkable physi
cal strength. He built the first wind
mill in this region. It is related that 
this cre.<1ture of his own contraction 
was too strong for him, the sails 
knocking him down and breaking a 
leg. His death took place in 1862. 
He wrote his will October 19, 1851. 
In his will he requested his farm to 
be divided and bequeathed to his 
children. 

Martin Hocker' I wm 
In the name of God. Amen. I, Mar

tin Hocker, being weak in body but 
strong in disposing mind, considering 
the uncertainty of this transitory 
life I do publish this, my last will and 
testament in manner and form follow
ing, first: My will is that this farm 
on which I now dwell should be divi
ded into two parts, the line to com
mence on the turnpike road at the 
orchard f euce and from thence a 
strateline down until it intersects 
Hillary Shellenberger's line and also 
the lot purchased of Benjamin Rosen
berger is to be attached to this place 
on which I now dwell. And both the 
farms and the described lot, I now will 
and bequeath to John, including all 
stock and farming utensils both in 
and out-door, nothing to be removed, 
Nancy's things excepted. The farm at 
the three-mile run, formerly pu1·
chased of Thomas Cope now occupied 
by Noah Trumbore, I give and be
queath to Nancy and her present 
heirs. Not to be sold by any debt or 
mismanagement whatever she may 
make and all the money at interest, 
I now will and bequeath unto my 
Widow and to receive the interest of 
the same as long as she keeps my 
name and after her decease it shall 
be divided equally between my chil
dren, Rudolph Saches to hnve now 
share but between his children and 
the remaining parts of the lands 
northwest of the above described line 
including the tavern and all other 
improvements I now will and bequeath 
to Isabelle. The mill is excepted to 
wit on the property willed to Isabelle 
and bequeathed to John Martin 
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Hocker 
Witness: David Rosenberger 

Henry Rosenberger 
John Hocker 

As we notice by Mr. Hocker's wiJJ 
the tavern and part of the farm be
came the property of his daughter, 
JsabeJle, who had married Char)es 
White, of Upper Gwynedd Township, 
who had the Rote) at White's Corner, 
west of L~nsdale. The Whites were 
the owners of the Hocker property 
until 1916. The )ast license was grant
ed in 1890 to John Wagner who after 
that date bought a home in Hatfield 
Borough now owned by his son, John 
Wagner, Jr. The Hocker Tavern 
properly was then occupied by 
tenants. 

It was destroyed by fire in 1896. At 
that time it was tenanted by Max 
Rosen and Barney Rubin. In 1916 Jsa
beJJe White so)d the tavern property 
to Richard Thiemich, now containing 
nineteen acres, who so)d to Harry 
Saunders in 1921, who erected a 
dwe11ing house on the site where the 
o)d tavern stood which had not been 
rebuilt after the one destroyed by 
fire. 

Saunders sold then to Harvey Grant 
in 1922 who sold to Warren Ecdf in 
1924, who sold to George McDermon 
the same year, who sold in 1928 to 
James White, who then built a tea 
room and gas station. He then sold to 
Clement Meyers in 1029, who sold to 
WilJiam Riegle in 1930, who sold then 
lo Frederick Guenther in 1932, who 
sold to Mr. Thoburn in 1942, who dis
continued the gas station. 

Martin Hocker was the landlord 
unti1 1836. After that date he leased 
the tavern to other parties. Henry 
Pfeiffer was landlord in 1836 to 1837. 
Ann Hocker was the license holder 
from 1838 to 1842, Herman Stadiger 
1843, George Boyer from 1844 to 1847, 
C. S. Loux from 1849 to 1861. We 
have no record who the license holder 
was from 1862 to 1866; 

Christian Zetty was Jandlord from 
1866 to 1869, Henry Kile from 1869 to 
1862. In that year he bought the prop
erty that is now the Unionville Hotel. 
In that year he applied for an eating 
house license and also a liquor license 
which was granted. 

The Hocker Tavern was also called 
the Midway Tavern. After Kile it was 
facnscd in 1863 to Jonathan Reed who 

was landlord to 1866. The licenses 
were granted to John M. Moyer in 
1867, to John Mcgrory in 1868, to 
Philip D. Swartley in 1869, to Heury 
Nolf in 1870 to 1871, to Joseph Bon
newitz 1872 to 1876, to John Wagnor 
1876 to 1890, to Henry L. Fretz, of 
Hilltown, for the unexpired term of 
John Wagnor which ended by May, 
1891. After this no licenses were 
issued. 

BIG JAMBOREE at HOCKERTOWN 

Hockertown has had its last revel. 
Hockertown is n little old viJ1age in 
l!atfield township near line dividing 
Bucks and Montgomery. The village 
is always associated with the dance 
parties that have made it famous and 
the dance parties are almost always 
associated with rows. 

Hockertown bears a hard name, 
not from the cha1acter of the people 
who live there but from the character 
of those who frequent its hoe-downs. 
It is the center of the rough element 
of New Britain and Hilltown town
ship in Bucks County and Hatfield 
and Montgomery township and the 
borough of Souderton in Montgomery 
County. All the toughs in those dis
tricts know what Hockertown and its 
social parties are and they always 
attend them, not so much to dance as 
to clean clocks, to use the tough ver
nacular of some other tough against 
whom they may have a grudge. 

Well, Hockertown has had its last 
revel, a lively jamboree it was. It 
was understood among the toughs 
that this was to be the farewell dance 
and they were all there with their 
war paint on, travelling on their 
muscles. 

The dance parties are held in a hall 
on the hotel property and it was 
understood that the hotel had not 
applied for a license for next year 
and hence the dances would be no 
more. This last revel was held on the 
evening of March 30, 1891. The 
young toughs imbibed beer quite 

!reely in the early part of the eve-
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ning and the dance wns not two 
hours old before they were ripe for 
a fight. 

The first fracas started between n 
young Hatfield man and an older 
slugger from Montgomeryville. From 
blows they resorted to chairs and 
coal buckets and for a time bystand
ers were afraid to int~rfere with the 
mill. When the fight was stopped it 
was found that neither combatant 
was seriously hurt. 

The next set was more lively and 
started in the ballroom. The princi
pals were a Souderton tough nn<I 
another from Kulpsville. During the 
melee, windows were smashed and 
the stove upset. The women screamed 
and the Jess belligerent men hastened 
to another part of the hall. 

The proprietor of the hotel, with 
the assistance of several friends 
armed with clubs, entered the hall 
and drove the fighters out. When th~ 
hotel proprietor and his friends came 
out of the ballroom they found a 
party of about ten young men, with 
pales which they had torn from the 
ience, awaiting them. A bloody riot 
was imminent but this was averted 
by part of the gang hastily retiring 
to the hotel. 

When the fighting characters at
tempted to enter the bar-room they 
found the doors locked. This so en
raged a young man named Levi Kin
dig, of Hatfield, that he struck a 
window with a fist carrying away the 
entire lower sash and breaking every 
pane of glass in it. The broken glass 
cut Kindig's right arm in a terrible 
manner, severing the main artery. 
The blood spurted in streams from 
the wound. A young man from Seu
derton, standing near the window 
had his overcoat and suit of clothe~ 
ruined by the blood splattered upon 
him. 

Kindig was immediately taken to 
Dr. Albright's office at Hatfield where 
the wound was dressed. It has since 
been reported that the young man is 
in a critical condition and may not 
recover. 

Kindig's family are highly respec
table people and his downfall is no 
doubt due to evil associations. This 
serious outcome of the fun put n 
quietus upon t_he night's disgracefal 
scenes. The law-abiding citiicns o .: 

Hatfield will be relieved to hear that 
this was probably the last of Hocker, 
town dance parties. Should llUCh law 
lessnes.q bo repeated they will no 
doubt invoke the courts to punish the 
offenders as they arc thoroughly dis, 
gusted with the periodical orgies. 

(Published by the Lansdale Re 
porter on April 9, 1891, from whicl 
they copied from the Doylestown 
Den1ocrat.) 

k** 
Re,idence of Pieraon Gerhart 

This wa.q a part. of tbc Hocker 
Hotel property which Isabelle White 
sold to Richard Thiemick who sold it 
separate to C~rles Reyher in 1917. 
The administrator, Mena Reyher, sol<l 
to Pierson Gerhart in 1919, the pres
ent owner. 

Steve Matiabany Reaideace 

Charles White detached five acres 
and sold to Ann Hocker for $400 in 
1866. She sold the same year to 
Adam Edelman who sold it to James 
McGrory in 1867. McGrory sold to 
Christopher Sickler, of New Jersey, 
in 1871, who sold the same year to 
William Tatem, of Camden, N. J. 
Tatem sold to John Mumbower in 
1872; Abram Reiff, administrator, to 
Adam Edelman in 1880; Edelman to 
John Sherz in 1882; Sherz to Barney 
Rubin in 1901; Rubin to Edmund 
Schaffer in 1910; Schaffer to Adolph 
Rettig in 1911; Rettig to Steve Mati
shany in 1922, the present owner. 

Hoatetter Farm 

We notice this farm was be
queathed to John Hocker by his 
father's will in 1862, who in 1866 
sold it to Abraham F. Detwiler, who 
later made an assignment for the 
benefit of his creditors, who sold it to 
Jacob L. Moyer in 1880. He bought 
it for his son, Jacob. He transferred 
it to son, Jacob D. Moyer, in 1884, 
who sold it to Juy S. Hostetter in 
1924. The sheriff seized the same and 
sold to Penn Joint Land Bank in 
1934. 
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Karl Schmidt Reaidence 

This was pnrt of the Hocker farm. 
In 1867 John Hocker sold ten acres 
to Hilary Shellenberger. In 1873 the 
sheriff sold the same to J. R. Hun
sicker, of Norristown, who sold the 
sa111e year to Henry Kile. After his 
death it was sold to Jacob D. Moyer 
in 1898, who sold it to Clarence Bin
der in 1918, who opened a store here 
and conducted it for a few years. In 
1932 Binder transferred the property 
to the Union National Bank of Sou
derton who sold to Hedwig Schmidt, 
wife of Knrl Schmidt, in 1936, the 
present owner. 

The Residence of Ed Hedrick 

This house was built by Henry 
I( ile; after his death it was sold to 
Moyer brothers. Jacob Moyer soon 
sold his share to Dnvid Moyer, who 
~old to same Hedrick, wife of Ed 
Hedrick, in 1920, the present owner. 

The Reaidence of Philip Phander 

John Hocker no doubt built this 
house and made a premises here, and 
in 1806 he sold it to Abraham F. 
Detwiler, containing then thirteen 
c.cres, who sold to Peter Hedrick in 
1869, just the house and lot. The 
hein of Hedrick sold to Mary Ann 
Moore, wife of John Moore, in 1910, 
who sold to Harry Saunders in 1917, 
who sold to Miss Barbara Wagoner in 
1918, who sold to Philip Phander in 
1921, the present owner. 

The Reaidence of Henry Meyen 

This was part of the Hocker farm. 
John Hocker died about 1872. The 
heirs then owned it till 1919 when 
they sold it to Carrie Fite, of Phil
adelptaia. Frank Fite, her husband's 
administrator, sold it to Lucy Long
acre, in 1988, who sold to Robert 
Lippincott, two days after. He sold 
to Catherine Monaham, in 1939, wllo 
sold to Maurice Rubin the same year, 
who sold to Henry Fensterle the same 
year. He sold back to Rubin in 1940, 
who sold to J. Henry Meyer the same 
year, the present owher. 

Sylvanua Moyer'• Farm 

This was part of David Ruth plan-

tation. Michael Ruth, a cordwainer, 
had twenty-five acres which he sold 
to Abraham Moyer, of New Britain 
township, Bucks County, in 1812. He 
sold it to Samuel Moyer, an inn
keeper of Warrington township in 
1816. The next year he applied for a 
liquor license, in 1816, and also in 
1817 and 1818. The Court rejected 
it, for no licence was granted, Moyer 
died not Jong afterwards for the 
next. year his administrators sold the 
farm to Abraham Leidy in 1819. The 
administrators of the same sold to 
Barbara Shellenberger in 1866. She 
sold to Leidy Shellenberger in 1868. 
He sold, through his attorney, to 
Joseph Proctor in 1871, who sold to 
Henry Kile the same year. After his 
death the executors sold to Abraham 
C. Moyer in 1898. It was then occu
pied and farmed by his son, Sylvanus, 
to whom he conveyed it in 1904, the 
present owner. 

JOHN ROSENBERGER 

PLANTATION 

The Rosenbergers were large land
owners in Hatfield township, owning 
about one thousand acres of land. 
The name signifies Rosemont or Rose 
Castle. The Rosenbergers of Mont
gomery County, Pa., came from the 
Palatinate Valley, a province of Wes
tern Germany on the Rhine. They 
came from a place called Zweibricken 
(two bridges). 

John Rosenberger was born in 
1729 and died 1808 and is buried at 
Fricks. He died at the age of eighty
t our years. The plantation he owned 
was over 300 acres. He probably was 
the youngest of the Rosenberger 
brothers. Wh,.,. he came to America 
he was not of 11ge, 

His first purchase was made in 
1764. It was a part of the Warner 
tract of 262 acres; his second was a 
part of the same tract purchased in 
1765 from Henry Stover. These two 
tract.s comprised the present farms of 
Chester Knipe, part of Frank Moyer's 
which lies southeast of Union e,reet, 
and all of Hatfield borough lying be
tween Chestnut street, Main street to 
Union street. 

This indenture made the second 
day of February in the year of our 

Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
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and flfty-f our between Henry Stover, 
of the township of Hatfield and the 
county of Phlladelpbia, in the pro
vince of Pennsylvania, husbandman, 
and Elizabeth, his wife, of the 
one part, and John Rosenberger, 
of the same township, yeoman, of 
the other pnrt. Whereas Edward 
Warner, of the city of Philadelphia, 
carpenter, and Ann, his wife, by their 
indenture of the twenty-sixth day of 
October in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand seven hundred and forty
three, for the consideration therein 
mentioned did grant and confirm un
to Alexander Foreman, of the town
ship of New Britain in the county of 
Bucks, in the province of Pennsyl
vania, aforesaid chairmaker, a cer
tain tract of land situate and being 
in the township of HRtfield aforesaid, 
containing two hundred and fifty 
acres of land to hold to him, the 
Alexander Foreman, his heirs and 
asfigns forever, as by the said in
d<:nture may appear. 

And whereas the said Alexander 
Foreman and Esther, his wife, by 
their indenture of the thirtieth day 
of November in the same year for 
consideration therein mF-ntioned did 
grant, convey nnd confirm all of said 
tract of Jund unto one David Row
land, of Hatfield, aforesaid, to hold 
to him the said David Rowland, his 
heirs and assigns forever, as hy the 
indenture may appear. 

And whereas the said David Row
land with Johana, his wife, by their 
indenture of the tenth <lay of May in 
the year of our Lord one thousand 
and seven hundred and forty-four, 
for the consideration therein men
tioned, did grant and confirm unto 
one Jacob Weirman, of Hatfield, 
aforesaid, a certain tract or parcel 
of land containing one hundred acres, 
being part of said tract of two hun
dred and fifty acres of land. 

And whereas, Jacob Weirman on 
the eighteenth of November, 1740, 
<lid grant the same to George Leydee; 
nnd whereas George Leydee did grant 
on the 19th of May, 1747, to Peter 
Bogart, of Hatfield; and whereas 
Peter Bogart with Barbara, his wife, 
on the 16th of November, 1761, did 
grant the same unto Henry Stover. 

And whereas, Henry Stover and 
Elizabeth, his wife, in consideration 
of the sum of one h\•ndred and forty 
pounds, did grant tJ John Rosenber
ger in 1764. 

His second purchase was in 1766, 
bought of Benjamin Rosenberger, 
and was of the remaining part of the 
two hundred and fifty acres of the 
Edward Warnt:r tract which David 
R')w)and sold to Benjamin Rosen
berger, 160 acres, in 1746. 

This ,i::-!enture was given under a 
lease of yearly quit rent of fifty 
bushels of marketable wheat to be 
delivered at any mill within fourteen 
miles to Edward Warner, his heirs or 
assigns, on every first day of March, 
the first delivery to be on March 1, 
1746. 

In 1766 Benjamin Rosenberger 
sold from this 160-acre tract ninett 
acres to John Rosenberger. The 
yearly quit rent was now reduced to 
eighteen bushels of wheat, his share, 
which might now be paid in current 
money or its equivalent. In 1769 
Rosenberger had a release granted 
of this quit rent by the heirs of the 
Warner estate for the consideration 
of five shillings. 

In 1770 John Rosenberger pur
chased 109 acres lying on the north
west side of Union street, where the 
Hatfield Foundry now is. Here was 
located his home where he lived 
about twenty years on a lease prior 
to the warrant issued. 

This was owned by the sons of 
William Penn up to 17'/0. Thomas 
and Richard Penn conveyed in that 
year a patent for 109 acres. In the 
deed it is called Dutchman Hall. The 
writer believes it was given that 
name because all the landowners on 
this tract of 1,020 acres were Ger
mans or bore German names. 

This tract of 109 acres comprised 
the farms of which Jonas Kulp was 
the owner until he sold it in smaller 
tracts to various owners: Hornet> 
Bergey, Milton Crouthamel, pnrt of 
Frank Moyer's. 

Thes~ old documents arc nll in pos
session now of Frank Moyer. n,1 
owner of part of this Roscnbcrgct' 
tract. 

Rosenberger, on the lower trnrt. 
built a mill along thu Neshaminy 
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creek. It stood on the vacant lot 
between the Fire House and Clnyton 
Kulp's residence. When. this ~ill \v~s 
built is not known but 1t was m exis
tence in 1769. The writer remembers 
on the southeast side of the bridge 
crossing Broad street was n hole or 
depression in the bank where the 
older folks said the mill stood. But 
nfter the bank was graded nil ap
pearnnces of the same vanished. 

John Rosenberger also owned a 
tract in Franconia township, now the 
farm of Abraham Loux. He hnd 
seven children. six sons and one 
daughter: Martin, Abraham, John, 
Benjamin, Danie), Henry, and Cath
erine. It appears that John Rosen
berger was desirous to :iuy enough 
land to give a farm to each of his 
children. 

Cheater Knipe Farm 

This part of the John Ro~enber!fer 
plantation was granted to his son-m
law Abraham Allebach, in 1776 -
101' acres. It extended from Main 
street, Hatfield borough, including all 
the properties bet.ween Chestnut 
street and Lincoln avenu~, back to 
Jenkins farm. 

Allebach's life was cut short by 
ye How fever, when the plugue was 
prevailing in Philadelphia in the early 
part of October, 1794. He ventured 
to go to market there and took the 
dread disease and died. His widow 
survived him, dying in May, 1836, at 
the age of eighty-six years. They had 
children: John, Christiana, Abraham, 
Benjamin, Mary, wife of Jacob Cope; 
Susanna, wife of David Ruth; Lizzie, 
wife of Benjamin Rosenberger; Bar
bara, wife of John Wasser, and 
Catherine, wife of Joshua Detwiler. 

Abraham, Jr., was the father of 
J~sse Allebach, who was the father 
of Amos Allebach, a justice of the 
peace in Hatfie!d for many years, 
who was the father of Harry Brun
ner's wife, the editor of the Hatfield 
Times. 

Catherine Allebach, after the death 
of her husband, purchased the Still
wagon property (which is now the 
Rudolph Porst residence), where she 
lived the rest of her life. 

Abraham AlJebnch, Jr., was bom 

1770 nnd remembered the day after 
the Battle of Germantown, about 600 
American soldiers swarmed about his 
father's premises. 

The administrators of Allebach 
sold the farm to Isaac Rosenberger 
in 1796 i he sold it to Jacob Rosen
berger in 1803. His admiaistrators 
sold the same to his son-in-law, Dill
man Kulp, in 1841. He sold it to his 
son, Jacob R. Kulp, in 1876; now 
containing seventy-six acres. After 
his • death it was sold to Chester 
Knipe, the present owner, in 1907. 

On this farm was operated a saw 
mill which was discontinued after 
AJJebach's death in 1794. 

Dillman Kulp detached twenty-four 
acres of the southwestern end and 
sold to his son, Isaac, in 1866. Kulp 
reserved the right for him and his 
wife, Christiana, during the term of 
their natural life as follows, one-half 
part of the aforesaid messuage in 
which they now reside and cellar un
der same, the piazza iR front and side 
thereof the bake and washhouse and 
bake oven, privilege to pass and re
pass at any time through the entry 
or hall of the said messuage to the 
bal-:e and washhouse for any purpose 
whatever. 

One-third of the garden and suf
ficient quantity of manure for manur
ing the same, sufficient quantity of 
different kinds of fruit (or home use. 
Stable room in the bnrn for one cow 
and horse, straw for bedding, privi
lege for feeding and a place to keep 
other feed hay for visitor's horses; 
pal't of the wagon house to keep one 
wagon. 

One hog stable, water from the 
different well:i or springs in the house 
or other pince, to keep wood for fuel 
or coal, together with free ingress or 
regress at any time whatever to and 
from the different parts or places 
above excepted or reserved and also 
such other privilege around the farm 
and building that may seem neces
sary for his comfort and convenience. 

IRaac Kulp built on this tract the 
three-story brick house at 236 South 
Mnin street, now Hatfield borough. 
This tract extended from Chestnut 
street up l\fnin street to Lincoln ave
nue, down Maple avenue to Chestnut 
street. Herc he had n railroad s:ding 
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and conducted a feed and hay busi
ness and did some farming. 

In March, 1872, his barn, hay 
l:ouse and feed house were destroyed 
by fire from an unknown cause -
with eight cows and two horses. One 
horse was rescued by Dr. Lambert, 
who lived close by and who had just 
returned home about twelve o'clock 
from visiting a sick patient. After 
this he could not enter the building 
for the othP.r horses. 

Mr. Kulp rebuilt the barn; it was 
located where J. Walter Snyder's 
garage now Is. The feed house he 
built where Henry Nyce now lives. 
Mr. Kulp did an extensive business 
for some time; later reverses came 
and he discontinued the feed and coal 
but continued with the hay baling 
business. 

'the house which Wesley Miller 
owns was built by Mr. Kulp for his 
hired help. About 1890 Kulp sur
\'eyed the northwestern part of his 
farm into building lots. 

In 1893 the sheriff seized the prop
erty of Kulp and sold it to the Doy
lestown Bank. In 1896 the bank made 
public sale for these lots and busi
ness places. 

The corner lot was purchased by 
George Snyder. The next year he 
built a mansion there which is now 
owned by his widow. 

The lots on Lincoln avenue, from 
Poplar street to Nyce's store, were 
pu1·chased by Jacob Ott and his 
brother, Wilson. Soon after he 
erected a house which is owned by 
Levi Kratz estate. Jacob Ott then 
built the house that Walter Diehl now 
owns. John S. Weierman purchased 
the six lots facing Main and Poplar 
streets on which he erected a double 
house, No. 113 and 116 South Main 
street. Later in 1896 he sold a lot 
on Poplar street to Henry L. Der
stine who built a house the same 
year, now occupied by Melvin Landis, 
on the southeast aide of Poplar street. 

Jacob H. Crouthamel bought two 
lots and built two tloublc houses in 
same year, now owned by Horace 
Nnse, Morris Leister, and Frank 
Shellenberger. 

The other part was sold to M11ry 
K. Kulp, wife of Isaac Kulp. Later 
&he tore down part of the coal shed 

and built the double house now owned 
by Miss Mumbower. In 1901 Mary 
Kulp transferred what used to be 
the feed store to her son, D. L. 0. 
Kulp, who converted it into a dwell
ing now owned by Henry P. Nyce. 

Mr. Kulp, during his business ca
reer, had a patent issued for making 
a half bale of hay by placing a board 
in the press. Other dealers followed 
by placing a board when the press 
was being fUled, then withdrawing it 
before the bale was made. By this 
process it could easily be separated 
after made. 

Kulp then brought suit against 
these dealers and claimed royalty but 
the Court decided that by placing a 
board in the press while being filled 
and removed afterwards before the 
bale was finished was not infringing 
on the patent. 

Upon this decision of the Court the 
other dealer got bold and left the 
board in the press until it was fin
ished. 

Kulp again brought suit, but it de
veloped at the trial that he had made 
an assignment to a New York firm in 
exchange for usinK their wooden 
slats on the bales. 

Kulp always claimed these people 
perjured tl.emselves by taking a 
rnulty oath. Anyway, Kulp lost the 
case for he never got any royalty. 
Other people beJieved he s1gn(:d 
away more than he was aware of. 
Nyce'• Store Property 

Isaca R. Kulp sold a lot to Dr. 
Ephraim Blank in 1876 at corner of 
Mam and Lincoln avenue, who erected 
the house. Later another building 
was erected for a drug a tore. Blank 
then sold to Thomas Cooper in 1886. 
The store building and barn was 
destroyed by ftre during his owner-
1hip in 1890. He then built the pres
ent barq. In 1891 Cooper sold to Dr. 
Pattersob. Patterson then sold to Dr. 
Arthur Hoopman in 1898, Hoopman 
to Benjamin Clemens in 1901. He 
built an addition in 1904 and started 
a store here. He later lensed it to 
Harry Frankenfield for five years; 
afterwards it was leased tq Mr. Rob
erts, then to Raymond Stubbs, then 
to Thomas Rorer, then to Wesley 
Miller, then sold to John Godshall. 
He went bankrupt, then there was 
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no business until Kauffman conducted 
a store here for some time. They 
sold to Wallace Nyce. After the death 
of Mrs. Clemens, the heirs sold the 
real estate to Mr. Nyce in 1942. 

Horace Ber1e1'• Fat-m 

This part of the Rosenberger tract 
was sold to son, Daniel, thirty acres 
in 1793. He purchased fifty acres 
more from his brother, John, who was 
the owner of the present Frank Scholl 
farm. His administrators sold the 
same to John Gehman in 1833. Ros
enberger had a son, Daniel, that lived 
in Hatfield borough where Mrs. 
Stubbs now lives. He is remembel'ed 
by the older folks. After the death 
of Gehman his administrators sold 
the farm to Benjamin R. Rosenberger 
in 1849. He sold it to David Kulp in 
1861 who sold to Rev. John Rosen
berger, a Mennonite minister, in 
1868. He built the present house. 
He made an assignment for the bene
fit of his creditors; the assignee then 
sold the farm to Horace F. Bergey in 
1891, who sold to son, Horace L. Ber
gey, in 1920, the present owner. 

Milton Crouthamel, formerly 
the Ott'• Farm 

Whereas Thomas and Richard Penn 
granted a patent for eighty-five acres 
to John Kunkle in 1770, who sold to 
Henry Rosenberger, son of John, the 
pioneer, in 1773; he sold it to Henry 
Shellenberger in 1788. Rosenberger 
then moved to Rockhill, Bucks Coun
ty. Shellenberger next sold to Jacob 
Shellenberger in 1804, who sold to 
Jacob Gerhart, who immediately 
transferred it to Adam Gerhart in 
1816; he sold to Abraham Gehman in 
1817. 

He made an assignment f 01• the 
benefit. of his creditors, the assignee, 
l\ltlrtin Hocker, and Henry Rosenber
ger sold to George Rosenberger, who 
immediately transferred it to Henry 
Rosenberger in 1846. He sold to 
Henry B. Fretz in 1849. Ninety-one 
acres he sold to Enos L. Rosenberger 
in 1879. He sold then to Jacoby Ott 
the same year. Rosenberger then 
moved to Kansas. The heirs of Jacoby 

Ott sold to Harvey Ott in 1903, who 
sold to son-in-law, Milton Crout
hamel, in 1926, seventy-eight acres. 

The Homeatead of John Roaenberaer 

John Rosenberger's home was where 
Hatfield Foundry now stands. After 
he sold the farm he engaged in other 
business. In 1802 to 1804 he was as
sessed a Riddle Maker, an instrument 
for cleaning grain, being a h1rge sieve 
with a perforated bottom which per
mits the grain to pass through it but 
retains the chaff. From 1803 to 1808, 
the year of his death, he was assessed 
for one sixty-gallon still. 

In 1794 he sold the farm to his son, 
Benjamin, 125 acres, this included 
Frank Moyer's. 

He was also engaged in the distil
lery business from 1805. He was as
sessed with a sixty-one-gallon still up 
to 1811. From that date he was as
sessed with two stills up to 1823. He 
was also assessed with two horses 
and seven cows. 

He sold the farm to his son, Ben
jamin, Jr. In 1831 he sold it to John 
Rosenbet·ger, of Hilltown, miller. 

He was the owner when the railroad 
was built, it came within about 160 
feet of the barn which so displeased 
him that he sold the farm the same 
year to William Strunk, of Philadel
phia, sixty-nine acres for $4,619.00, 
retaining the other portion which is 
now Frank Moyer's farm. 

Strunk sold the same to Henry H. 
Rosenberger in 1861, who sold to 
Tobias Hangey in 1866, he sold to 
Enos Kriebel in 1873. 

About 1884 Kriebel razed the old 
log house and built one of stone where 
it now stands-now the home of Mrs. 
Amanda Kratz, widow of George S. 
Kratz. About 1886 the barn was de
stroyed by fire, being set on fire by a 
spark from a passing locomotive and 
built by Kriebel where a three-block 
house now is northeast of the house 
on Union street. 

In 1890 Kriebel made an assign
ment for the benefit of his creditors. 
Joseph Proctor, the assignee, then 
sold to Abraham Sorver who sold to 
Gottlieb Hutt in 1891. He sold to Abra
ham C. Moyer in 1896. 

It was then occupied and farmed by 
Jonas Kulp, his son-in-law, to whom 
he conveyed it in 1903-forty-scven 
acres; who later sold a nt,mbcr of 



HISTORY OF HATFIELD 68 

smaller tracts to various parties on 
which homes have been built. 

Kulp sold farm house to Amanda 
Kratz, wife of George Kratz in 1922, 
the present owner. The barn Kulp con
verted into a block house now owned 
by Clinton Felty, James Roshon, and 
Wilson Shellenberger. 

Samuel Rohr'• Farm 

This was part of the John Rosen
berger farm. When the railroad was 
built he sold the old homestead with 
sixty-nine acres to William Strunk, of 
Philadelphia, Rosenberger retaining a 
portion of the farm on which he had 
buildings erected in 1866. After his 
death it was sold to his son, Abraham 
H. Rosenberger, for $11,000. He con
veyed it to Ephraim Landis, of Dub
lin, Bucks County, in 1900. He sold it 
to Frank Moyer in 1901. He sold it to 
Samuel Rohr in 1943, the present 
owner. 

JOHN ROSENBERGER'S WILL 

Be it remembered that I, John Ros
enberge1·, of Hatfield township in the 
County of Montgomery and State of 
Penn11ylvania, being very weak in 
body but of sound mind, memory and 
understanding, thanks be given unto 
God. 

Calling unto God unto mind the 
mortality of my body and knowing 
that it is appointed for all men once 
to die the ref ore I do make my last 
will and testament in following 
manner. 

First I wiU that aH my just debts 
and funeral expenses be f uJly paid by 
my executors out <if my estate. 
• Item first: I give and bequeath unto 
my beloved wife, Christiana, the sum 
of one hundred and forty-five pounds 
of good gold and silver money, cur
rent of Pennsylvania, to be paid to her 
or to her heirs or assigns at the ex
pirntion of one year after my de
Ct'ase. And it is my will nnd I order 
thnt my said wife shall have her 1 esi
dcnce in my present dwelling house 
and the use of the stove thereon and 
sufficient wood hauled and cut ready 
the ref ore. And shall be found and 
provided and maintained out of my 
c~tnte by my executor according as 
her age nnd circumstances may re-

quire du1·ing said term of one year 
after my decease. 

I _als'o bequeath to her my best bed
stead and fumitu·re thereunto and 
other bedstead of mine to her choice 
together with all the household goods 
of every kind which I got by my 
marriage with her as her part thereof, 
as shall or may be in my possession 
at the time of my decease besides this. 
I give to my wife my new clothes, 
brass and ten pounds of hatched flax 
and ten pounds of fine tow, one pewter 
tankard, one pewter tea pot and cop
per tea kettle, two and one-half dozen 
of tea cups and saucers, a tin tea box 
and washing tubs and a prayer book 
which said bequeaths made unto i:nY 
wife. I mean and intend to in lien of 
her Dower or one-third of my estate. 

Item 2: I give and bequeath unto 
my son, Benjamin, the sum of fifty 
pounds as for a charity because I find 
the bargain I had made with him was 
rather too hard for him. 

Item 3: I give unto my deceased 
son, Martin's, children, to wit, John, 
Elizabeth and Mary, the sum of sixty 
pounds of like gold and silver money 
to be paid to them in two years after 
my decense without interest thereon 
to be equally divided amongst them, 
their heirs or assigns. 

Item 4. I will and order that all my 
personal estate except that which is 
disposed to my wife, shall be sold by 
executors as soon as may be conveni
ent after my decease, excepting stove 
shall not be sold until one year after 
my decea!!e. 

The estate to be divided equal 
amongst my six children: Henry, 
John, Benjamin, Daniel, Abraham, 
and Catherine, share and share alike. 

I appoint my sons, John and Abra
ham Rosenberger, to be my executors 
yet, nevertheless, I do not mean or in
tend such appointment to operate as a 
discharge to them or either of them or 
they for any debts of whatever kind 
they may owe to me at the time of my 
decease for such debts shall be con
sidered ns part of my estaw. 

Will dated 28th, December, 1805. 
His Mark 

X 
John Rosenberger 

Witne88: 
Michael Shoemaker 
Peter Conver 

Pro!nlcd Oct. l'.l, 1808 



HISTORY OF.HATFIELD 

The late Jonas Kulp residence on 
Broad street - John Rosenberger 
granted to son, Martin, the mill and 
seventy-seven acres of his plantation 
in 1776. He died in 1781. 

In his will he orrlered his mill and 
plantation not to be sold until his 
youngest child should be come eigh
teen years of age, in the meantime to 
he rented till that time. It was then 
rented to Henry Rosenberger from 
1786 to 1788> to John Rosenberger 
from 1789 to 1791, to Henry Clemmer 
from 1793 to 1797, to John Hendricks 
in 1798. 

In 1799, the time appointed in the 
will, it was sold to Peter Conver, fifty
·nine acres for 1010 pounds. The mill 
discontinued operation in 1818. A pre
vious writer mentioned it was razed 
about 1820. Conver sold the farm to 
Samuel Kriebel in 1822 who made an 
a15signment for the benefit of his 
creditors-the assignee, Godshall. 

Godshall and Daniel Boorse then 
sold to John Kulp of Towamencin in 
1826, who sold to Chtistian Detwiler 
in 1829. After his death Samuel Ros• 
enberger and Catherine Dewiler, the 
widow, administrators, sold the same 
to Benjamin R. Rosenberger in 1861, 
61 acres: who sold to Daniel Geisinger 
in 1862, 47 acres, who built the house 
and barn. He sold to Tobias Scholl in 
1867, who sold to Jacob S. Leidy in 
1872, who sold to William Delp in 
1874, 40 acres. 

The Railroad Depot and all the lots 
came from this tract which are north• 
west of Lincoln avenue on Market 
street and Maple avenue. They were 
detached by Jacob S. Leidy, In 1898 
William Delp sold the farm to Chester 
Knipe who has sold many building 
lots during his ownership where dwel
lings have been erected. 

John Rosenberger conveyed to son, 
Abraham, the trnct in Franconia 
township, 144 acres in 1794, now the 
farm of Abraham Loux. 

THE JNDJANS 

A short distance above the home
stead of John Rosenberger a few In
dians lingered longer than elsewhere 
or down.to the time of the Revolution. 

Daniel Rosenberger> a grandson of 
John Rosenberger, who lived in what 
is now Hatfield Borough, his father 
who was born in 1765, heard his 
father say that he saw two of these 
aborigines. They had sort of an en
campment alpng the Small Creek and 
a burial place on the higher grounds. 

Trndition, strongly supported by 
known facts, is that the last Indian 
village in Montgomery County was 
located on the banks of the Nesham
iny Creek near the present Dunkard 
Meeting House. About the clos~ of the 
Revolutionary War they abandoned 
the hunting grounds of their fathers 
and after solemn ceremonies turned 
theil· faces toward the setting sun. 

Before starting on their journey 
they held nightly dances for more 
than a week, lighting huge council 
fires that could be seen for miles. The 
settlers were alarmed as they could 
not ascertain the object of these cere
monies and the Indians would not tell 
them. One morning they found the 
camp deserted and in ashes. The In
dians had disappeared during the 
night and burned everythinf that they 
could not cany along. It Js believed 
that they journeyed to the Wabash 
River Country whP.re a number of 
their peop!e had settled some years 
before. . 

Leroy Dentine Farm, formerly 

a Conver Plantation 

Whereas Thomas and Richard Penn 
issued a patent deed to Christian Con
ver by name Kumfort, 58 acres in 1773 
undr-• the yearly quit 1·cnt of one-half 
penny sterling for every acre. In 1776 
he purchased twelve acres additional 
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from Jacob Swartz. This tract was on 
the southwest side of the Cowpath 
r<'ad. This tract is now owned by 
Stella Heckler. 

The boundaries in the deed to Con
ver were beginning at a corner of 
Henry Rosenberger by same, north
east 73 perches by John Rosenberger, 
northwest 42 perches now by Jacob 
Reed, S()Uthwest 103 perches to Cow
path down said road, southeast 103 
perches to beginning. 

Christian Conver's children were 
Jacob, Peter, Catherine, wife of Jacob 
Leidy, and Margaret. The heirs sold 
the tract to Jacob Conver in 1786. 
Peter later bought the Rosenberger 
Mill. The executor of Jacob Conver 
sold it to Abraham Clemmer in 1828. 

Jacob Conver's children were George, 
Sehn, Magdalena, the wife of Jacob 
Schnable; Catherine, wife of Jona
than Zane; Elizabeth, wife of Abra
ham Lutz; Lena, wife of Henry Ben
ner; Maria and Margaret. Mention in 
the wilJ is also made of Elizabeth, 
daughter of a son, Christian, 

Christian Conver, Jr., was a black
smith and followed his trade along 
with farming. He died a young man 

at the home of his father-in-law in 
Hatfield under a most sad and distres
sing circumstance. We copy from the 
Norristown Rey.ister under date of 
May 24, 1816: 

uLast Wednesday Christian Com
fort, of Hatfield township, in company 
with two persons, while in the act of 
cutting down a tree, received a violent 
blow on his head from a limb on which 
the tree fell, instantaneously depriv
ing him of existence. He left a discon
solate widow and one child to mourn 
the irreparable loss." (From Reed 
Family flistory) 

Abraham Clemmer devised the farm 
in his will to his son-in-law, Jacob D. 
Gehman in 1859, of Rockhill, a son of 
Samuel Gehman, who built the pres
ent house. 

After his death in 1901 the farm 
came into possession of his only heir, 
Henry Gehman, who sold to Rhine 
Haring in 1908, who sold to Wilmer 
A. Alderfer in 1918, who sold to Llew
ellyn Davis in 1026. The Union Joint 
Stock Land Bank of Detroit then sold 
to Stella Heckler in 1934, fifty-four 
acres, who sold to Leroy Derstine 
thirty-two acres in 1940, the present 
owner. 
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THE WESTERN CORNER OF TOWNSHIP 

Jonathan llayea Tract 

This Wlls a tract of 1210 acres, it 
comprised all the farms from the 
Franconia township line down the 
Cowpath road to about 100 yards 
northwest of Vine street, thence south
west to the Towamencin line, thence 
northwest to Franconia township line. 
This was purchased from William 
Penn in 1706 by Jonathan Hayes. 

Jonathan's children were Jonathan, 
Jr., Mary, wife of Evan Lewis, and 
Elizabeth, wife of Richard Maris. 
After the death of Jonathan, Sr., 
these heirs made partition of this 
tract in 1719. Elizabeth received the 
upper portion including M a rt i n 
Keagle's, John Mininger's, formerly 
Choyce's, Herman Finnemeyer's, Na
taWs, Elihu Moyer's, Rar_rnond Fran
kenfield's, Charles Reller s, a tract of 
606 acres. 

The lower tract of 493 acres was 
transferred to Mary, wife of Evan 
Lewis. This comprised the farms of 
Arthur Hackman, Wallace Deretine, 
the Fair Grounds, Abner Willauer, 
Curtis Mininger, Raymond Rosen
berger, Raymond Allebach, Hoehn 
Brothers and part of Irvin Schlosser. 
The remainder was transferred to 
Jonathan, Jr. 

The Maris tract was sold to John 
Williams, of Cheltenham township, tn 
1723. He sold it to various parties. 

Charle, Reller Farm 
\ 

This included all the properties 
from John Dettra down Main street 
to Towamencin avenue, thence south
west to about where Mark Schlosser 
Jives, thence northwest to boundary 
line. 

John Williams sold 112 acres to 
David Thomas in 1731. It is supposed 
these were non-residents as no im
provements are mentioned. Thomas 
then sold this tract to Benjamin Ros• 
enberger in 1761 who had first bought 
land where Line Lexington now is in 
1739. 

Rosenberger owned this land up to 
the time of his death but was occu
pied by his son, John, to whom it was 
conveyed by the heirs in 1783. After 
his death the heirs of John Rosenber
ger sold to Henry Clemmer in 1800 
for 1380 pounds. He did not live long 
afterwards for his administrators 
sold the same to son, Abraham Clem
mer, in 1806. 

He remained here the remainder of 
his life for his administrators sold it 
to Abraham Benner in 1834. After 
his death the, heirs sold it to Jacob 
Landis in 1864. He sold to Michael 
Swartly in 1866, •now forty-nine acres. 
He sold it to Joseph Bustard in 1880. 
He sold it to Jacob R. Gehman in 
1883. It was then occupied by his son
in-law, Enos F. Hackman, to whom it 
was conveyed after the death of his 
father-in-law in 1884. After Hack
man's death it was sold to JonB11 M. 
Cassel in 1892. It was then occupied 
and farmed by his son-in-law, Henry 
M. Moyer. Cassel next sold to Charles 
Reller in 1904, the present owner. 

James Roaenberaer Reaidence 

This was detached from Reller's 
farm during Jacob R. Landis' owner
ship. In 1861 he sold to Levi Snovel 
( eleven acres), a blacksmith who ap
plied his trade here until the year of 
his death in 1896, The widow, acting 
as executor, sold the same to Theodore 
Heckler in 1896. He sold it to August 
Berger, of Philadelphia, in 19(\0, He 
sold it to Charles Reller in 1906. He 
sold the building and four acres to 
Charles Brunner in 1913. He sold it to 
Bertha i.'ord, wife of Earl Ford, in 
1921. She sold it to Jesse Keen in 1924, 
who sold it to James Rosenberger in 
1980, the present owner. 

SOUTH HATFIELD HOTEL 

Frederick Fisher purchased forty. 
one acres of the Peter King's farm 
(former Guthier fnrm) in 1794. In 
1800 he bought twenty acres on the 
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northwest side of Towamencin ave
nue. Ttis he bought of Henry Clem
mer, now Charles Reller farm. Fisher 
sold part of lower tract to John Book
hamer in 1812. 

Bookhamer applied for a liquor li
cense in 1819 and again in 1820 but 
the court rejected it both years. He 
ugain applied in 1823 and was again 
refused. He died the same year. 

The property was then sold to his 
son, Jacob Bookhamer. In 1827 Eliza
beth Bookhamer applied for a license 
but was again rejected. In 1828 Jacob 
Bookhamer applied for a license and 
had it granted. He was a cake baker 
and sold his sweet merchandise at 
public vendues and other gatherings. 

In 1831 he sold the tavern to John 
C. Reiff. In 1833 Reiff sold to Philip 
Zeiber for $2600. In 1860 Zeiber sold 
to John H. Althouse. The administra
tors of Althouse, Maria Althouse and 
Henry Althouse, sold to John B. Sny
der in 1862. Snyder then sold to Nich
olas Glosson in 1866. Next year back 
to Snyder again who then built the 
present house in 1867. 

John B. Snyder died July 17, 1868. 
The administrators, Solomon Snyder 
and Madalena, the widow, who had 
now married Nicholas Glosson on the 
17th of August, 1868, petitioned the 
court for sale of the property by di
rection of the same. 

It was then sold at publf~ vendue to 
Charles Gerhart for $9986 in 1868, 
but the administrators failed to give a 
clear title to the purchaser who then 
refused to make settlement. It was 
again sold at public vendue by order 
of court to Peter Bloom for $8600 in 
1870. The administrators again failed 
to procure a clear title, the purchaser 
again refused to make settlement. 

Again by order of court it was sold 
at public vendue to Abraham R. Sny
der for $6800 in 1872, who in 1876 
sold to Nicholas Glosson, in 1876 to 
Christian Ender, of Philadelphia. 

Sheriff Linderman seized the prop
erty and so~d it to two brothers in 
1877, Anthon~• and William Seipt, who 
sold to Jesse Slotterer in 1903. He had 
occupied it as a landlord since 1899, 
Slotterer then sold to Willfam Deturk 
in 1928. After his deat~. the Hatfield 
Bank, acting executor. sold to son, 
Emerson Deturk, the ; ,. ; .. ,~.,t owner. 

The Jf cense holderr d' : bis place 
were: Jacob Bookhame:;, 1 [.;:·, ~o 1830, 

John Reiff 1881 to 1832, Philip Zeiber 
1833 to 1860, John Althouse 1860 to 
1861, Adam Shoemaker 1862 to 1864, 
Nicholas Glosson in 1866, John B. 
Snyder in 1866, George Reinert 1867 
and 1868, Charles Gel'hart 1869 and 
1870, Oliver Althouse in 1871, Michael 
Frederick in 1872, John B. Rosenber
ger 1873 and 1874, Nicholas Glosson 
in 1876, Oliver Althouse 1876 to 1879. 
Tran sf err~d to Anthony Althouse on 
April 14, May 8 back to Oliver Alt
house 1879 to 1883, March 8 to ,Tames 
Carver 1883 to 1891, Josiah Under
koffler 1891 to 1897, Walter Lownes 
1897 to 1898, Mr. Robinson, of Phila
delphia, 1898 to 1899, Jesse Slotterer 
1899 to 1923, William Deturk 1923 to 
his death, then to Emerson Deturk, 
the present owner. 

The Former Jame, Romir Re,idence 

Jona., r:. Leidy, administrators of 
Samuel G. Leidy, sold seven acres to 
Samue) Henry in 1880 who then built 
the present house and made a prem• 
ises here. Henry then sold to James M. 
Romig in 1882 who built the present 
barn and an addition to the house. He 
was a drover, in later years had a 
hide and tallow rendering plant which 
was discontinued about 1926. 

After his death the executors sold 
to James G. Romig, a son, he sold to 
Elizabeth Hoffman in 1929 who imme• 
diately transferred it back to James 
G. Romig. In 1936 he conveyed it to 
Marion Schalcher who sold to Robert 
Ahn the same year, the present owner. 

South Hatfield Store Property 

This was a part of the John Book• 
hamer tract, later the South Hatfield 
Hotel. After John Bookhamer's death 
two acres were sold to the oldest son, 
Jacob, in 1827. He, it is believed, built 
the atore building. He sold it to Sam• 
uel Beyer in 1836. He sold it to Chris
tian Rosenberger in 1841. Who opened 
the store business is not known to the 
writer but Rosenberger conducted a 
store here as he is listed with n Ven
dor's License. 

Rosenberger sold the same to Sam
uel Leidy, Sr., of Franconia township 
in 1846. It is doubtful if he ever livcJ 
here, it is supposed he leased it to 
other parties. In 1871 he sold the real 
estate to son, Jacob G. Leidy. He sold 
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it to Eli Zeigler and Charles Meyers 
in 1880. 

After Zeigler's death Meyer pur
chased his share and then conducted 
it tlll 1896 when he sold it to Milton 
K. Gehman. In 1899 the Sheriff seized 
the real estate of Milton Gehman and 
sold to Souderton Bank. The Union 
National Bank of Souderton sold it to 
Joseph B. Anders in 1904. Anders had 
bought the store business of Gehman 
in 1897 and sold the store business to 
Henry M. Kaisinger in 1900. The ref
eree of the bankruptcy of Kaisinger 
sold back to Anders the same year. 

Anders next sold the store business 
to Koffle and Hunsberger in 1907, The 
firm went bankrupt in 1918. After the 
death of Anders the executors of the 
same sold the store property to Henry 
P. Nyce in 1916. After the bankruptcy 
of Koffie and Hunsberger, Henry P. 
Nyce bought the same in 1918 and 
conducted the business till 1923 when 
he sold real estate and business to 
Perry Bean, the present owner. 

Store Bu1lne11 

We have only a record of this busi
ness from 186J, it was then by Elias 
Cassel but was assessed in Jacob M. 
Cassel's name. During his business 
career a post office was established in 
1861 and Jacob M. Cassel was the first 
postmaster appointed. In 1866 the 
store business was transferred to 
Jacob G. Leidy, son of Samuel Leidy, 
the owner of the real estate to whom 
he sold it in 1871. 

Jacob G. Leidy was appointed post
master here in 1866. In 1876 Leidy 
sold the store business to Jeremiah 
Shelly who conducted it till 1877. He 
sold to Mr. Houck who conducted it 
till 1880. In 1880 Jacob G. Leidy sold 
to Zeigler and Myers, as has been 
mentioned previously. 

Lyle Franken&eld Reaidence 

Corner of Main and Towamencin 
avenue Hatfield Borough. This was 
part of the Reil er farm. Fred Fisher 
who t,atl bought twenty acres of 
Henry Cl~mmer, as previously men
tioned, sold the same to Philip Zelber. 

He sold to Dr. Jacob Lambert 
in 1848 for $567.00. Here he prac
ticed Medicine and, acting as a real 
estate jobber, he bought and sold 

many properties during his lifeth,ne. 
He was also a great horseman, buying 
horses that others could not manage, 
but the last one was too much for 
him, throwing him out of his wagon 
which caused his death in 1874. 

The son, Oliver Lambert, adminis• 
trator, then sold to son, Charles Lam
bert, in 1876, now containing thirty
eight acres, who cut it up into build
ing lots which he disposed through 
lottery, 

This farm comprised all the lots 
lying between Main street and Towa
mencin avenue, up Wayne avenue to 
James Rosenberger line. The corner 
lot and residence at Main and Towa
mencin avenue Charles Lambert con
veyed to Isaac Hanky in 1877, who ex
changed it to Jacob L. Moyer and 
Israel Ruth for the hotel, which is now 
Knipe's Hotel, in 1881. 

After Moyer's death it liVas sold to 
son, John D. Moyer, for $612. He sold 
to John S. Nice, son of Richard Nice, 
for $1,800 in 1903. Nice conveyed it 
back to Moyer in 1907 who sold it to 
Jesse Slotterer in 1909 for $2,000, 
After his death the heirs sold it to 
Lyle Frankenfield, the present owner. 

The house that George Finnemeyer 
now owns used to be Dr. Lambert's 
office. It stood near the residence 
which is the house at the corner of 
Main and Towamencin avenue. After 
the division of the farm this portion 
became the property of Jacob L. 
Moyer, of Franconia. He moved the 
building to its present location and 
built an addition to the same anJ 
made it into a dwelling. 

The other lots which were owned by 
various owners, five of them had build• 
lngs erected thereon, The house at 
corner of Main and Broad street was 
built by Isaac R. Hunsberger, now 
owned by George Walker, Hunsberger 
also built a shop adjoining for the 
manufacturing of organs. On July 
22, 1879, the shop was destroyed by 
fire early in the morning, with its 
contents, It was not rebuilt. 

The house which Oswald Boerner 
now owns was built by Dr. Ephraim 
Blank for a tenant house. He lived 
where Nice's store now is. About the 
same time B, Frank Cressman built 
a wheelwright shop on the lot adjof n
ing. Later he razed the same and re
built into a dweJUng, now the resi
dence of his son, Horace, 
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The house William Diehl owns was 
built by a man named Raudenbush. 
The house which Fred Anderson owns 
was built by Samuel Oberholtzer. The 
house which Esq. N. R. Brown now 
owns was built by Henry Hersh. He 
later sold the property and moved to 
Jessup, Iowa. About this same time 
the M. B. C. Chapel was built. 

Short time after these were built 
Abraham Sorver built the house which 
John Anders now owns for tenant 
houses. The next house was built by 
George Cressman later the property 
of Sylvester Cressman. The next was 
built by Enos Oberholtzer which is 
now owned by Mr. Beeler. 

Harvey Ro1eaberaer Property 

In 1860 Philip Zeiber detached a plot 
of ground from his hotel property and 
sold to John Althouse. In 1867 he sold 
the same to Jacob Gehman for $800, 
who sold to Samuel Scholl the same 
year and built the house. In 1879 John 
M. Jenkins, executor for Scholl, sold 
to Tobias Scholl for $1,600. In 1898 
Tobias Scholl to Matilda Volkert, in 
1912 Volkert to Abraham S. Rosen
berger, in 1927 the administrators of 
Rosenberger to Harvey A. Rosen
berger, the p1·esent owner. 

John Dettra N ureery 

In 1849 Abraham Benner sold 
twelve acres to Daniel Rosenberger, 
his son-in-law, carpenter, who buUt 
the house and made a premises here. 
He later built a house at Hatfield Sta
tion, now . owned by Mrs. Stubbs, 
where he lived the remainder of his 
life. In 1876 he sold this small farm to 
James Diehl, who sold it to Samuel 
·Henry in 1877, who sold to Elwood 
Beaver in 1878, who sold to Jonas 
Lapp in 1888. 

The administrators of Lapp sold it 
to Henry Swartley in 1891 who con
veyed it to the trustees of the Line 
Lexington Mennonite Church the same 
year. It was then occupied by Rev. 
John Rosenberger. After his death in 
1911 the trustees sold it to Wilson 
Bergey who the same year sold to 
l\fadora G. Patton, wife of George 
Patton. The house was destroyed by 
fire during their ownership and the 
present house then built by the Pat
tons. In 1929 the executor of Mrs. Pat-

ton then sold to John Dettra, the 
present owner. 

JoHph Folcarelll Farm, 

formerl1 Joeiab Deretln•'• 

This no doubt was a part of the Jacob 
R. Landis farm. In 1862 Isaac Hunsber. 
ger, administrator of Elias Hunsber
ger, sold the homestead with two acres 
to Jesse Lewis who then purchased 
two additional lots, one of four acres 
of Jacob Landis and one of five acres 
of Samuel Gerhart. Lewis sold this to 
Abraham H. Moyer in 1866, thirteen 
acres. He sold to his son, Enos S. 
Moyer, in 1870, who rebuilt the house 
and bought additional acres making 
some twenty acres. . 

He then sold the same to son, Isaiah 
Moyer, in 1896 who built the present 
barn. He then sold to Josiah Derstine 
in 1912. After his death the widow 
then sold to John Wilson, of Upper 
Dublin, in 1922 who sold to George 
Geiges the same year. He sold to 
Lewis Klebanoff in 1928 who sold the 
same year to Charles Hutt. In 1933 
the sheriff seized the property and 
sold it back to Ida Nase, formerly 
Derstine, who sold it the same year 
to Francis Spohn who sold it to Jos
eph Folcarelli in 1989, the present 
owner. 

Northwest of fair grounds were 
premises of Philip Reichenbach. John 
Clemmer sold to Isaac Wampole four
teen acres who conveyed it to Reich
enbach in 1861. His wife was a daugh
ter of Akaham Wiremen. Reichen
bach sold to Margaret Gerhart in 
1851. Reichenbach then bought a prop
erty east of Hatfield Depot. Gerh~rt 
sold to Henry Kinsey in 1861 who sold 
to Ephraim Delp in 1873. 

The house was destroyed by fire 
durf ng his ownership. It was tenanted 
at the time by Levi Fellman and was 
not rebuilt. The property was later 
sold to Henry Z. Derstine who razed 
the barn. It is now owned by Wallace 
Derstine. • 

John H. Mlaln1er Farm 

Occupied by Rhine Landis, formerly 
a Johnson Plantation. This came from 
the John Williams tract of 605 acres. 
This farm originally comprised Nace, 
Nntall, Elihu Moyer, Allen Groff, Her-
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man Finnemeyer, Capovani and two 
smaller properties. 

In 1786 Williams sold 186 acres to 
Matthias Johnson. He died in 1760. 
He had two children - a daughter, 
Helena, and a son, John Johnson, to 
whom he devist?d the farm. He had 
eleven children, seven daughters and 
four sons. They were Matthias, Henry1 
John and Abraham, Anna, wife or 
Jacob Grubb; Sophia, wife of Abra
ham Benner; Mary, wife of Benjamin 
Johnson, of Skippack; Hannah, wife 
of Valentine Clemmer; Rebecca, wife 
of Abraham Allebach, and Veronica 
and Elizabeth. 

John Johnson died in 1777. His 
eldest son, Matthias, then bought the 
farm. He erected part of the present 
stone dwelling house in 1789. At that 
time, the barn built in 1766, stood on 
a slight elevation southeast of the 
house. After the death of Matthias 
Johnson, Frederick Rotzel, a son-in
law, was the executor, who sold part 
of the farm in 1836 to John M. Landis 
(91 acres) who built the present barn. 

The boundaries given in 1789 were 
beginning in line of late Thomas Wil
son (in Franconia township), north
east 268 perches to a corner of Jacob 
Reed's (now Stanley Walter's) by 
same southeast 116 perches by Philip 
Stillwagon and Jacob Swartz, south
west 268 perches by John Godshall, 
northweP.t 116 perches to beginning. 

John Landis sold to son, Henry C. 
Landis, in 1866. The administrators 
of the same sold to William M. Nace 
in 1894 Nace to William Choyce ·1n 
1934, Choyce to John H. Mininger in 
1938, the present owner. 

Meara Farm 

The heirs of John Landis parti~ 
tioned the farm and eold thirty acres 
to son, Abraham C. Landis, in 1868, 
who erected buildings and made a 
premises here. In 1899 he sold the 
same to Elihu B. Moyer. He built the 
present house and sold in 1908 to 
John K. Landis, who sold to Arthur 
K. Landis in 191~, who sold to John 
Keeports in 1920. who sold it to Rob
ert Kurtz the same year, who sold to 
Samuel Canning in 1926. 

Sheriff Fratt then seized the prop
erty nnd sold to Ambler Building and 
Loan Association who sold to Wflliam 
Mears in 1980, the present owner. 

Elihu Moyer'• Farm 

The northeast part of the Johnson 
farm was sold by Frederick RatzeJ, 
executor, to Jacob Leidy in 1836, who 
sold in 1840 the northeastern portion, 
bordering on the Cowpath, to Samuel 
Leidy. The heirs of Samuel Leidy in 
1881 sold it to William Z. Kinsey ( 48 
acres), William Kinsey to Elihu B. 
Moyer (38 ncres) in 19041 the present 
owner. 

Natali Farm 

The other portion of the Johnson 
farm, owned by Jocob Leidy, was re
tained by him up to the time of hie 
death. About 1861 he committed sui
cide by hanging himself in the barn. 
The administrators sold the farm in 
1862 to lsBac W. Wampole, who im
mediately transferred it back to Sam
uel and William Leidy, whd conveyed 
it four days Jatel' to Samuel Kinsey, 
73 acres. The heirs of Kinsey sold the 
some to son, Samuel Z. Kinsel', in 
1882. The administrators of same tt, 
Cheste1· Knipe in 1906, who sold to 
Herman Finnemeyer in 1912, who sold 
to H. Clay Artman fifty acres in 1931. 

The Sheriff seized the property and 
solcl back to }l..,innemeyer. In 1938 Fin
nemeyer sold the same to Herman 
Schwenneser who sold to Stefano Na
tali in 1936, the pr~sent owner. When 
Finnemeyer sold the farm he retained 
twenty-four acres and erected build
ings thereon. He is still the owner of 
the same. 

Written by Henry S. Landla 

An incident which happened at the 
Johnson farm. John Johnson dieu in 
1777 under most distressing circum
stances. After the battle of German
town as the sick and wounded were 
brought to the farmers and quartered 
among them, he opened his spacious 
house and admitted the sick · in large 
numbers. 

Several wagon loads were br,>Ught 
there together with a nurse to take 
care of them. Johnson and his daugh
ter, Fannie, assisted in attending the 
sick who had the camp (typhus) 
fever. An alarm was sounded, though 
falsely, that the British were coming. 
Thia spread consternation among the 
inhabitants who took all the sick thnt 
could be moved and fled, with nil the 
doctors In the vicinity, in the dil'cction 
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of Oley, Berks County. 
Johnson and his daughter remained 

to cal'e for the sick who could not be 
moved. Shortly afterward both father 
and daughter were stricken with the 
dreaded :fever and in a few days the 
father died. 

Fannie suffered for a long time be
yond all description. Her vhole body 
was so stiff that no limb or joint 
would bend. She could not be raised 
up without standing on her feet and 
no doctor was within reach to attend 
her. Her friends constructed a rude 
stretcher on which they carried her 
all the way from Hatfield township to 
the doctors at Oley, Berks County, so 
that she could receive medical atten
tion. She suffered a long time but l'e
covered, against all expectation, dying 
many years later at an advanced uge 
at her home near Doylestown. 

Capovannl Residence 

In 1862 Samuel and William Leidy 
sold six acres from the Jacob Leidy 
farm to Isaac Wampole who immedi
ately transfe1·red it to WUliam Leidy 
\~•ho in 18&6 sold it to Samuel Shroyer, 
who ~old to Joseph Proctor in 1864, 
who sold to David Johnson in 1867, 
who sold it to Charles White of Gwyn
ned township in 1869. The widow, Isa
beUa White, to Bartolemew Naddes 
in 1908, who sold to Joseph Cohen the 
same year, who next sold to Guiseppe 
Spirito in 1909. 

Cohen next sold again to Benjamin 
Rosenberger in 1914 who sold to Wil
liam Bateman in 1916. The house was 
destl'Oyed by fire soon after, he then 
built the present house. He died some 
time afterward. Sheriff then sold it to 
Bertha Croll who then sold to Gio
vanni Capovanni in 1926, the present 
owner. 

Allen Groff Re1ldence 

Mary Leidy, administrator of Wil
liam Leidy deceased, sold six acres to 
Abraham C. Moyer in 1884, Moyer to 
David H. Oberholtzer the same year 
who sold it to Alfred Hagey in 1899 
who built a house on it the same year. 
He willed it to his widow and after 
her death devised to an adopted 
daughter, the wife of George Hcn
d:-icks. After hl'r death the heirs sold 
it to Allen A .. Groff, the present owner. 

Martin Kea1le Farm, formerly 

a God1hall Plantation 

This included Keagle farm, John 
Mininger's, Dornback's, and Hammer
schrnidt's and Webster Benner's. The 
c;,riginal deed makes mention whereas 
Richard Maris and Elizabeth, his 
wife, and Jonathan Maris, son of 
Richard Maris and Joan, his wife, by 
their indenture the seventh day of 
February, A.D. 1736, did grant six 
hundred and five acres of land in Hat
field township unto John Williams, of 
Cheltenham township, the said John 
Wflliarns and Elenore, his wife, by 
their indenture bearing date 27th day 
of February, 1786, did grant one hun
dred sixty acres, part of the six hun
dred and five acres unto John God
shal_!t-turner, son of Bisnoi>"'Jacob 

l1oclsnall~--of. Skippack. 
Godshall made his last will and tes

tament the fourteenth day of May, 
1769, wherein he appointed Peter 
Custer, of Worcester township, and 
Dillman Kulp, of Bedminster town
ship, Bucks County, to be his execu
tors. He diP.d the following November. 
On the 16th day of March, 1760, the 
executor did grant the premises then 
to Baltzer Starn. 

Godshall in his will mentions his 
wife, Helena, one so!1 Jasob, and seven 
daughters. They were Barbara, who 
had married Henry Oberholt; Alice, 
who had married Henry Stauffer. She 
died in 1768. He next married a sister 
of his first wife whose name was 
Susannah; Ann, who had married 
Peter Hendricks; Catherine, Elizabeth 
and Magdalena. In his will he ordered 
his pl'ope1·ty to be sold and the pro
ceeds divided among his heirs and to 
the Dutch Baptist Church five pounds 
to which I confess my belonging. · 

Baltzer. Starn, who had bought the 
farm, sold it to Julios or Yellis Cassel 
in 1776, of Skippack, Perkiomen town
ship, a weaver. The administrators of 
Cassel were John Drake and Henry 
Oberholtzer who sold to Amos God
shall in 1837. 

This Amos Godshall was the fnthcr 
of Rev. Henry 0. Godshall and Su
sannah, who had married Benjamin 
Heebner, father of Dnnicl Heebner. 
Some of the older residents remember 
him. Godshall died not long nftcrwnrd 
for the administrators sold, in 1840, 
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sixty-five acres to Joel Oberholtzer. 
The heirs wel'e Jesse Oberholtzer and 
Margaret, wife of John A. Kratz. 
They sold it to Jesse Oberholtzer in 
1868. In 1866 Jesse Oberholtzer Bold 
to John A. Kratz, he sold to son, Isaac 
O. Kratz, in 1881, who sold to Tobias 
Nice in 1919, Nice to Marten Keagle 
in 1924, the present owner. 

John H. Minin1er Farm 

John GodshaU detached fifty acres 
on the northeastern end of his farm 
and 1old to his son-in-law, Henry 
Stauffer, in 1776. He was among the 
taxable in 1792. The next transfer the 
writer was able to find was in 1819 
when Joseph Oberholtzer sold to Jos
eJ>h St.uffer. Then the administrators 
of Stauffer sold to Samuel Delp in 
1827~ the heirs of Delp to George Y. 
Hunsicker who immediately trans
ferred the same to Samuel Leidy, Sr., 
In 1862, the executors of Leidy to 
Levi 0. Kratz, in 1876, who sold to 
James Mckee in 1904, who sold back 
to Kratz the same year. Kratz then 
sold to John H. Mininger in 1908, the 
present owner. 

Webster Benner Farm, 

formerly Jonas Minin1er 

This farm lies partly in Franconia 
township. In 1811 Yellis Cassel de
tached fifty acres and sold to son, 
Jacob Cassel, who sold the same to 
Abraham Cassel ( 47 acres) in 1828. 
The administrators, Jacob and Henry 
Cassel, then sold to Abraham Krupp 
in 1830. In 1872 John J. Krupp to 
Abraham J. Krupp who sold in 1878 
to John Mininger, who devised the 
aame to son, Jonas J. Mininger, in his 
will. In 1927 Jonas Mininger sold to 
Lydia Andere, wife of Alvin Anders, 
who sold to Henry H. Krupp in 1980, 
who sold to Webster Benner in 1988, 
who sold to Henry K. Nice in 1942, 
the present owner. 

The DorDbach Residence 

It being a tract of 1ix acres de
t.ched from Yellf s Cassel farm on the 
southwestern end on the Allentown 
road. The administrators of Cassel did 
grant to Amos Godshall April 1, 1887, 

fol' $322.00 who transferred it on the 
same date to Frederick Gummer who 
then erected the building. The admin
istl'ators of Gummer then sold to John 
A. Kratz who transferred it to Nich
olas Noll who had married Gummer'& 
daughter for his second wife. The 
transfer was in 1880. 

In 1901 the Sheriff sold it to Attor
ney A. R. Place who conveyed it to 
Jonas Mininger on same date who 
transferred it back to Nicholas Noll 
the same date. Noll, in 1904, sold it 
to Frederich Gerhart who sold it to 
William Verhaaren in 1906, who sold 
to Robert Zeigenfuss in 1908, who 
sold to Carrie Haire, wife of George 
Haire, in 1910, who sold to John W. 
Carney, of Virginia, in 1913, who sold 
to Marie Atchison, of Philadelphia, in 
1916, who sold to Theresa Dornback 
in 1916, the present owner 

Hammerschmidt Residence 

This was a part of the Yellis Cassel 
fal'm. In 1837 Amos Godshall sold 
three acres to Hem·!: Oberholtze1· for 
,176.00, who sold in 1861 to Daniel 
Bergey, who sold in 1866 to Aaron 
Oberholtzer, who sold in 1862 to Enos 
Oberholtzer, who sold in 1864 to 
George Kistner, who sold in 1869 to 
David Scholl. 

John C. Bool'e, ru<P.cutor of Scholl, 
to Sarah Ann Clemmer in 1906, wife 
of Levi Clemmer, who aold in 1926 to 
Francis Hammerschmidt, the p¥C?sent 
owner. 

Raymond Franken&eld, 

formerl,- a Swarts Plantation 

This comprised the farms of Ray
mond Frankenfield, Erwin Ruth, Ru
dolph Forst, the George Heckler tract 
and Paul Hilgnel''s. In 1769 Jacob 
Foorman conveyed ninety-seven acres 
to Andrew Swartz. 

The heirs of the same sold to Jacob 
Swartz f n 1773 who sold to Frederick 
Ratzel in 1794 having the following 
boundal'ics: beginning at a corner of 
Joseph Conver by same and by heirs 
of John Rosenberger southeast 104 
11erches to line of John Hendricks by 
mme, southwest 116 perches to line of 
Isaac Oberholtzer by same, northeast 
122 perches to line of Matthins John
son by same, northeast 158 perches by 
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late Philip Stillwngon, southeast 21 
perches and northeast 12 perches to 
beginning. 

The homestead was where Franken
field Jived. The next owner was Enos 
Ratzcl who divided the farm by sell
ing two tracts, one to Jacob Crum and 
one to Abraham II. Moyer. The ad
ministrators of Ratzel then sold to 
John G. Derstine sixty-three acres in 
1863, the heirs then sold to son, Sam
uel Derstine, in 1884, who sold to son
in-law, Raymond Frankenfield, in 
1922, who sold to Helen Kerr, of Phil
adelphia, in 1941, the present owaer. 
Samuel Derstine built the present 
house. 

Rudolph Forat Farm 

In 1788 Jacob Swartz sold two acres 
to Philip Stillwagon. Later there was 
added twelve acres more of the Swartz 
Plantation. Stillwagon then sold it to 
Elizabeth Rosenberger in 1794 who 
sold to Catherine Allebach in 1796. 
Abraham Allebach, administrator of 
same, sold to Samuel Shroyer in 1836 
who immediately tl·ansferred it to 
Daniel Hagey. In 1880 the heirs sold 
it to Enos B. Cassel who immediately 
conveyed it to David H. Oberholtzer, 
a son-in-law of Hagey. Oberholtzer 
next sold it to Leonhardt Morasch in 
1909 who sold to William Constantine 
in 1914 who sold to Rudolph Forst in 
1919, the p1·esent owner. 

Erwin L. Ruth Farm, 

formerly Harvey Deratine'a 

Enos Ratzel detached thirty - one 
acres from his farm and sold to Abra
ham H. Moyer in 1840 who sold to 
Oliver C. Hagey in 1876. The barn 
was struck by lightning and consumed 
in 1898 and rebuilt by Hagey. Later 
he made an assignment for the bene
fit of his creditors who then sold to 
Harvey Derstine in 1909. He sold to 
Erwin L. Ruth in 1927, the preRent 
owner. 

Paul Hilrner Farm 

In 1839 Enos Ratzcl detached twelve 
ncres of his farm and sold to Jncob 
Crum, of Manayunk, who sold to 
David Master in 1847, who sold to 
Jacob Baker in 1866, who sold to Con-

rad Schaffer in 1868. He was f n the 
cabinet - making business which he 
conducted here for some time. 

Later he made an assignment for 
the benefit of his creditors. The as
signee, Frank Strasser, then i::old the 
farm to Catherine Schaffer in 1879 
who sold to Frederick Weiss, Sr., in 
1891, who sold to William Campbell 
in 1907, who sold to Paul Hilgner in 
1913, who rebuilt the present building. 
He is the present owner. 

J. Paul Krupp Farm, an 

Oberholtzer Plantation 

In the absence of records, we can
not give the early transfers. The first 
record we have is from Jacob Ober
holtzer by relations to boundaries of 
1761. The next owner was Henry Ob
erholtzer who owned 200 acres here 
as related in his will which he divided 
between his two sons, Joseph and 
Isaac Oberholtzer, by article of agree
ment during his life. Joseph received 
the pre::ent Paul Krupp and Schwager 
farms, Isaac the present Formanek 
farm in 1790. 

After the death of Joseph Oberholt
zer his administrators, Henry Ober
holtzer and J scob Ruth, sold the farm 
to Joseph Drake in 1829. He sold it to 
Joseph Kriebel in 1857. He trans
ferred it to son, Samuel Kriebel, in 
1896. He sold to Harry Krupp in 1926. 
He transferred to son, J. Paul Krupp, 
the present owner. 

WILL OF HENRY OBERHOLTZER 

In the name of God, amen. I, Henry 
Oberholtzer, of Hatfield township, in 
Montgomery County, a Cooper. Being 
far advanced in years nnd weak in 
body but of sound memory and under
standing. Thanks be to God and con
sidering that our time in this out· 
natural life uncertain so that we do 
not know when we may be called to 
eternity, I was moved within myself 
to make this my last will nnd testa
m<'nt that is to say: 

First: I do deliver my body to the 
earth to be buried in n dC'cent Chris
tian-like manner in the hope of a joy
ful resurrection through the merits of 
my Savior Jesus Christ and concern
ing my worldly estate wherewith it 
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pleased God to bless me I do diepose 
of the saHte in the following rummer. 

First: I will and order that all my 
just debts and funeral cha1·ges shall 
be just and fully paid by my hereafter 
named executors and then I give and 
devise to my beloved wife, Barbara, 
our bed with bedstead and curtains 
and what thereunto belongs, and a 
cow and of my household goods, linen, 
sheeting and tablecloths she shaJl 
have free liberty to choose and take 
whatever she pleases for her own, and 
the house clock and the pipe stove in 
our l'oom during her widowhood. 

And my wife shall have the three 
rooms which we now posses with free 
liberty in the other kitchen at the fur 
and to pass and repass the liberty in 
the upper room which we have now 
and likewise in the cellar for her use, 
free water at the well and free liberty 
to the bake oven and her cow kept in 
pasture in summer and by the hay 
in winter as the possession of my 
place shall keep his own. 

All the articles shall be performed 
and fullfllled by my son Isaac, his 
heirs or assigns, during her widow
hood and likewise shall my two sons, 
Isaac and Joseph, in equal, find fire
wood ready cut for her use to the 
house door. And it is my will and I 
order that my son Isaac, his heirs or 
assigns, yearly and every shall receive 
the sum of five pounds of my wife for 
all the privileges received. 

And whereas I do own and possess 
two hundred acres of land, it being 
the same more or Jess situated lying 
and being in the township and county 
aforesaid which )and I have ,iJready 
divided and sold by article of agree
ment to my two sons, Joseph and 
Isaac. The article bearing date the 
27th of May, 1790, for and in consid
eration sum of ten hundred pounds in 
good goJd and silver money as the 
same passes in value and weight at 
the date hereof in all payments within 
Pennsylvania and the said sum my 
two sons shall pay in equal share, that 
is five hundred pounds to each of them 
whereof one hundred and fifty pounds 
shall b~ and remain in the hand of 
each of my said sons. 

Whereof he shRJI pay the interest 
ct the rate of five per centum, which 
interest he shall the likewise pay to 
my wife during hur widowhood, and 
after her decease or marriage, the 

said sum shaJl be equalJy divided 
among my six children or the heirs of 
their body, with the pipe stove and 
house clock and the residue of the 
said sum remaining. 

My said sons shall pay the snmc 
payment according to agreement, that 
is, thirty pounds to each of them 
yearly whereof the first payment 
already elapsed the twenty-seventh 
day of May last past. 

And I give· and devise to my son 
Joseph the lower part of my said 
)and beginning ut a stone, a corner of 
Jacob Oberholtzer's land, thence south
west some sixty-seven perches to a 
stone a corner in Samuel Tennis' )and, 
thence by the same and Jacob Hesse's 
land northwest one hundred and nine
teen perches to n stone at Yellie Cas
sel's land, thence by same and Henry 
Stauffers land, thence northeast one 
hundred ninety-two perches to a stone 
n corner in the said Stauffer's land, 
thence by a division of said land 
southeast fifty-nine perches to a cor
ner, thence southwest one hundred 
and twenty-five perches to a corner on 
the said line, th1~nce southeast sixty
two perches to the place of beginning, 
ninety-five acres and one hundred and 
forty-eight perches, it being the 11ame 
more or less tog·ether also with the 
building and improvements thereon to 
have and to hold to him my son, Jos
eph, his heirs and assigns forever, 
under the paymunt above mentioned. 

And the uppe1· part of my said land 
as it is divided and the both drought 
bearing date lHth, April, 1784, wiU 
appear. I give and devise the same to 
my son, Isaac, which is a beginning at 
a stone, a corner of John Hendrick's 
land, thence by same und Jacob Ruth's 
land southwest one . hundred and 
ninety-one perches to a stone a col'ner 
of Jacob Oberholtzer's land, thence by 
a division line of said land northwest 
sixty-two perches to a corner on the 
said line, thence northeast one hund
red and twenty - five perches to a 
corner, thence northwest fifty - nine 
perches to a corner in Henry Stauf
fer's Jand, thence by the same and 
Matthias Johnson's land sixty - six 
perches a stone a corner at said John
son's land, thence southeast ono lmnd
red and twenty-two perches by Jacob 
Swartz's land to place of beginning. 
Ninety-eight ac1·es and one hundred 
and twenty-two perches it being more 
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or less to have and to hold the same 
together with all and singular the 
building and improvements. 

Whereon unto my son, Isaac Ober
holtzer, his heirs and assigns forever, 
under the express limitation aforesaid 
und whereus I did give to my four 
sons, Jacob, John. Joseph, and Isaac, 
each of them, the sum of seventy-five 
pounds which is my will that my sons 
sh nil have advanced before my daugh
ters and whereas I did give to my 
daughter Susanna at the time she was 
married two cows, one heiffer bed with 
bedstead, linen and household goods. 

It is my will and I order that my 
youngesi daughte1· shall have the 
same in every part as my daughter 
Susanna had what my youngest 
daughter Catherine not already got. 
And I further give and devise the sum 
of ten pounds in money aforesaid to 
the Mennonist Meeting in Hatfield to 
which meeting I myself confess, for 
the use of the poor in said meeting, to 
be paid to the elclers whereof in two 
years after my decease. 

And it is by will I order that my 
executors shall sell all movable estate 
at public sale and the money raised 
by the sale thereof and that money 
due and payable to me, by my sons or 
otherwise whatsoever, that shall be 
added together with the goods and 
what my two daughters had as near 
as it can be valued and be divided in 
six equal shart!s and after my decease 
I will and order that my two daugh
ters shall receive of the first money 
my executor receive in hand each of 
them the sum of twenty pounds and 
then it is my will and I order that my 
executors shall pay as the money of 
the sale of my estate comes due and 
payable always to them that has re
ceived the least of my estate till each 
of my children or the heirs of my body 
by reason of. death has received his 
fulJ portion and share. 

And lastly I do ordain nnd appoint 
my two sons, John and Joseph Ober
holtzer, to be my executors of this my 
last Will and Testament and give 
them full power herewith to execute 
the same to the free intent wherein 
containedi ratifying and declaring 
this my nst Will and Testament in 
confirmation whereof tho 11afd Henry 
Oberholtzer set my hand and 8cal 

hereunto.- Dated the 28th day of July, 
1791. .. · 

Henry Oberholtzer 
Witness: 

Jacob Swartz 
Abraham Johnson 
John Barkey 

Probated Morch 14, 1794 

Willard Schwaaer Farm 

Joseph Oberholtzer owned ninety
five acres, including the Schwager and 
Paul Krupp farm. In 1813 he detached 
thirty-seven acres and sold the same 
to Henry Oberholtzer. He died, leav
ing a widow and three daughters: 
Mary, who had marl'ied Henry Ders
tine, and Anna, who married Amos 
Godshall, she married the second time 
Christian Young; Catherine married 
Nickolas Noll. · 

In 1858 the heirs of Henry Ober
holtze1· sold the farm to Nickolas Noll 
who sold to John Metzga1· in 1879. 
Metzgar sold back to· Noll in 1886, 
who then sold the same to William 
Tyson in 1887, who sold to William 
Yoder in 1916. Cora Yoder, the widow 
then sold to Leroy Clemens in 1919 
who sold to Willard Schwager in 1933: 
the present owner. 

Marvin Ruth Farm 

In 1818 Henry Oberholtzer, a clock
makel', sold twenty acres to Israel 
Yocum. Later in the same year Yocum 
bought seven acres more of Isaac Ob
erholtzer, he then had building erected 
on same. In 1840 the administrators 
of Yocum sold to· William Lukeris who 
sold to Jacob Detwiler in 1847, he sold 
to Enos Oberholtzer in 1860, he sold 
to Rev. Jacob Kulp in 1864. · 

It was then occupied and farmed by 
his son-in-Jaw, Isaac Clemmer to 
whom he conveyed it in 1876. Clem
m~r built the present house. After his 
death the · admf nistrators sold it to 
Elizabeth Clemmer, the widow,· in 
.1880, it .was then occupied and farmed 
by her ~on, Cyrus Clemmer. After her 
death the administrators sold it to 
Cyrus Clemmer in 1887, who conveyed 
it to his son-in-law, Marvin Ruth in 
1916, the present owner. ' 

Fred Formaneck Farm 

This was part of Henry Oberholtzer 
tract which he conveyed to son Isaac 
in 170~ ' ' 
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Thi, inclijded part of the Warren 
Hendrick residence. In 1882 laaac . Ob
erholtzer, son of Henry, sold seventy
two acres to Isaac Delp, of Warring
ton, Bucks County, whftre he came 
from Union County. Delp died in 1866 
when his only heir, Ephraim, got the 
farm now containing fifty-four acres. 
He built the present house. In 1906 
the heirs sold to Frederick Weiss, Sr., 
forty-four acres, The executor of 
Weiss in 1932 sold to Fred Formanek, 
the present owner. 

W arre11 Headrick• Reeldeace 

This is a email part of the Isaac 
Oberholtzer plantation which he had 
aold to Isaac Delp. He detached ten 
acres and aold to a German named 
Frederick Krautt in 1846 who made 
the first improvements. In 1858 he 
bouaht eieht acrea more of Ephraim 
Delp. Later transfers were: 1863, 
Krautt to Lorenz Hauck, a blacksmith. 
He built the present house. He sold to 
Jacob Strine in 1857. He sold to Enos 
Keller in 1860. He sold to Michael 
Heckler in 1867. He sold to Abraham 
Nice in 1878. It was then occupied by 
his son, Gideon Nice, to whom he con
veyed it in 1880. He sold to Cyrus 
Clemmer in 1912 who conveyed it to 
bis son-in-law, Marvin Ruth, in 1916. 
He sold to Chest4'r Wenger ftve acres 
with the buildings in 1922 who sold to 
Warren Hendricks in 1927, the pres
ent owner. 

Har•ey Cr .. 1maa Farm 

. . In 1867 Ephraim Delp detached ten 
· acres from bis farm and sold to Henry 
Stover who 10Jd then to Samuel Ros
enbercer in 1866, who sold to Peter 
Zeiaenfu11 in 1868, who sold to Sam
uel Kinsey in 1869, who sold to Lewis 
Moore In 1874. After hJ1 death the 
administrators eold to Ephraim Delp 
in 1881, who aold to aon, Jacob Delp, 
in 1892. Next transfer wa1 Ephraim 
Delp to John D. Landis in 1901 who 
sold it to William Nail in 1907, who 
sold it to Edmund Wiley in 1909, who 
sold it next to Henry Daniela in 1918, 
who sold it to William Buckner in 
1914, who 1old it to Harvey CreBSman 
in 1916, the present owner. 

Cla1ton C. Moyer Farm, formerly 

an Oberholtaer Tract 

In 1760 Michael Hoffman sold two 
tracts of land to Henry Hendricks, 
fifty acres were in Hatfield township 
and seventeen in Towamencin town
ship. This included John Kulp's and 
Charles GodshaU's. Hendricks in 1764 
sold to Gabriel Frey, a blacksmith, 
who sold to Henry Oberholtzer in 1772 
for 225 pounds who transferred it in 
1778 to Jacob Oberholtzer, Sr., who 
died in 1810. 

The farm was then conveyed to 
Jacob C. Oberholtzer who sold to Jos
eph Mininger of Richland township, 
Bucks County, in 1884, fifty - eight 
acres, who later divided the farm 
amongst his two sons. His son, John, 
got twenty acres - what is now the 
Hatfield Packing Plant-where build
ings were then erected. Henry got the 
homestead in 1858. After his death the 
farm was sold to Harvey Landis in 
1886. 

He was killed in the Hatfield Rail
road wreck on September 2, 1900, 
when an Atlantic City excursion train 
ran into the rear end of the milk train 
kllling thirteen persons and injuring 
forty-nine. 

The milk train was loading the milk 
at the depot. Abraham H. Rosenber
ger and Landi• were setting the milk 
cans from the platform into the milk 
car. Rosenberger was serioualy in
jured but recovered months aft4'r
ward. Landis died a few hours after
ward. The farm was then conveyed to 
Abraham H. Kulp who sold to Henry 
K. Landis in 1901, who sold it to Cley• 
ton C. Moyer in 1918, present owner. 

'l'he boundaries at the time of the 
Oberholtzer ownership were beginning 
at a corner of Henry Ruth, by same 
northeast 68 perches to corner of late 
Heney Hendricka, now Jacob Ruth, by 
same northwest 119 _perches to corner 
late of Jacob Oberholtzer, Sr., by same 
southwest 68 perches to corner of 
Samuel Tennis by same southeaot 28 
perches, by same southwest 62 perchea 
and aoutheast 61 perches to corner of 
John Y ellis by same northeast 35 
perches to beginning. 
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HATFIELD PACKING PLANT 

• This was detached from the Clayton 
Moyer farm. Joseph Mininger, who 
wus the owner, sold twenty acres to 
his son, John Mininger, in 1863. He 
ha<l building erected and made a 
premises here. He devised it to his son, 
Joseph J. Mininger, by his will in 
1882. He sold to his mothe1·, Susanna 
.Mininger, in 1886. She transferred it 
to her son-in-law, John M. Funk, in 
1886. 

During his ownership he established 
a pork packing business which he con
ducted for some time. In 1921 he in
~orporated, then known as J.M. Funk 
and Company. The firm went bank
rupt, then it was sold to J. Paul 
Krupp, Horace Geyer and Joseph 
Mininger, Jr., in 1922. It was then 
known as North Penn Packing Com
pany. The firm made an assignment 
to Jacob C. Swartley who sold it to 
Solomon Billman in 1926. He sold it to 
H~tfleld Packing Company in 1928, 
who had first established a plant at 
Pavid N. Cassel 'residence. 

Wallace Deratine Farm 

This came from Evan Lewis tract 
of 498 acres. On January 17, 1748, 
Richard Walm, of Philadelphia, exec
utor of Evan Lewis and Jonathan 
Lewis, sold to Lawrence Hendrick, of 
Towamencin township, 246 acres. On 
March 1, 17 48, the same conveyed 111 
acres to each of his sons, Henry and 
John Hendricks. 

John g<>t the northern portion com
prising Wallace Derstine and the Fair 
Grounds and Davtd Cassel residence. 
Here John Hendricks Jived the rest of 
his life. It is believed that the Ders
tine residence was where he lived. 
Here stood an old log house back from 
the present house. He bequeathed this 
farm to hia daughter, Eve, who had 
married Frederick George, and her 
descendants. 

Boundaries in 1814 were beginning 
at a corner by land formerly of Jacob 
Oberholtzer and John Scholl, north
east 288 perches by late Benjamin 
Rosenberger, southeast 107 perches by· 
Abraham Shipe, southwest 63 perches 
by Jacob· Ruth, northwest 43 perches 
and by same southwest 176 perches 
and by same northwest 65 perches to 
beginning. 

In 1816 Eve, George's widow, 'and 
her daughtert Magdalena, who had 
married Jacoo Landis, sold to two 
brothers, John Leidy Potter, 9f Fran
conia township, and Jacob Leidy, 
store-keeper of the same township. In 
1820 they sold to their father, Jacob 
Leidy, tanner of Franconia township, 
He conveyed it to his son-in-law, Rev. 
Henry Gerhart, a Reformed preacher, 
in 1830, who then built the present 
brick house. He died in 1848. The ad
ministrators then divided the farm, 
the homestead we.a sold to Samuel 
Leidy who conveyed to Samuel Ger;. 
hart. In 1860 he sold to Simon Ger
hart who sold to John C. Hackman 
in 1871. 

Henry S. Hackman, the administra
tor, then sold to Enos H. Moyer in 
1881, who later had the feed store at 
Souderton, and bis brother, Christian 
Moyer. In 1883 Moyer sold the farm 
to Henry Z. Derstine who sold the 
same to son, Wallace Derstlne, in 1921, 
the present owner 

The other portion, which waa de
tached in 1848, was sold by the admin
istrators to Jacob Gerhart (81 acres) 
who fn 1860 sold to Samuel Gerhart
now nineteen acres. He lived here the 
rest of hia life. He died in 1892. The 
executor then sold it to Henry B. Delp. 
· In 1909 Delp sold to Menno D. 
Moyer who died the next year. The 
administrators then sold to Henry Z. 
Derstine who thus united it again 
under one ownership aa it remains to
day. The residence of David N. Cassel 
was detached from this Samuel Ger
hart lot and sold to Dr. Gerhart, a 
brother of Samuel Gerhart, · in 1871 
who built the house and made a prem
ises here. He sold to Frederick Guen
ther, Sr., in 1881. The administratora 
of the same sold to David Cassel, the 
present owner. 

Arthur Haekman Farm 

The 111 acres aold by Laurence 
Hendrick to son, Heney1 in 17481 com
prised the present Artnur Hackman, 
Edward · Grubb, and Otto Hilgner 
farms and the tract of woodland be
longing to the Montgomery County 
Fair Grounds. Henry Hendricks sold 
the same to Jacob Ruth in 1772. The 
executor of the same then sold in 
three tracts to Christian Artherholt 
March 19, 1822, sixty-six acres and 
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nineteen acres in Hatfield township 
·and 1\fteen in Franconia township. On 
'April 11 1822, Artherholt sold to Jacob 
'G, Rutn. In 1862 he sold to son, Joa• 
eph Ruth, who sold to Jonas Cassel in 
i8'16. He· built the present house. The 
administrator of ·cassel sold to Henry 
·o. Hackman in 1912 who· conveyed to 
~on~ Arthur, in 1988, present owner. 
··The will of Jacob Ruth, Sr. is 
stated in the deed conveyed to Arther
holt. I further give and bequeath unto 
tier (meaning Mary, the widow) dur
irig her natural Jif e the annual inter
·est of the principle sum of eight hun
dred pounds which shall remain a lien 
on my estate during said term until 
said principle is discharged. 

I also give and bequeath unto my 
said wife during the said term of her 
natural life the parlor and kitchen in 
·the new end of the house where I now 
live and two rooms upatair11, also the 
quiet and unmolested privilege for 
herself and her attendants to paH 
anc:l repaBB through the other kitchen 
of said house and the use of the stairs 
in the same whenever she pleasr:s. 

I further give ·unto her for her use 
of the cellar and springhouae as she 
may stand in need of and also the use 
·of the bakeoven and further I give her 
·one-fourth part of the garcfen, the 
same to be sufficiently and · in ·due 
Beeson annually manured by the 

·owr.·:r or tenant fn possession, and 
also subject to furnishing· sufficiency 
of good firewood and etc. 

E.clward Grubb Fusn 

This was detached from the Ruth 
farm. Jacob Ruth, Sr., sold to &OD, 
J~cob Ruth, Jr., a. weaver, eighteen 
acres in 1807, and in 1817, sixteen 

·acres· More were sold by Jacob Ruth, 
· Sr., to· Jacob Ruth, Jr., who ·sold the 
same to Jacob Schwenk· in 1822, now 
thirty-five acres. He sold it to John 
Wagoner fn 1880 who sold it to Mar• 
tin Hunsberger in 1882. The admlnls• 

·trators of -the· same sold it to Leidy 
Worman In 1889. He sold it to David 
Master · the aame · year who sold to 
Abraham Stauffer in 1846. He built 
the barn in 1847. Hie administrators 
then · sold it to Abraham K. Ritten• 
-house in 1868. He sold it to Jacob 
Loux in 1865 who· aold to Charles 
Brunner in 1883, who sold to Daniel 
?A!lgler · In 1918, who sold to Edward 

Grubb in 1918, who aold most of the 
farming land to Wallace Deratine. 
The building and about five acres of 
land Grubb sold to George Walker fn 
1943. 

Montaomery County Fair Ground• 

Eve Georgin and Magdalene, her 
daughter, who had married Jacob 
Landis, sold from her plantation fif
teen acres to Jacob Swartley in 1816. 
After his death his son-in-law, John 
.George Ernst, agreed to take the 
p_remiaes at the appraisement in 1834. 
He was the owner of the present 
Raymond Kratz farm. He sold the 
same the next year to Joseph New
bold and Mathias RichenBach as ten
ants in common in 1886. They con
veyed it to Enos Ratzel in 1888. · He 
granted it to Mathias Richenbacb the 
same year. He sold it to Abraham 
Benner in 1862. He sold it to Peter 
Stillwagon in 1866. He sold it to son, 
Theodore Stillwagon in 1876. He re
built the present house. He sold to son 
Sylvester Stillwagon, in 1920. He sold 
to Charles Imswiler in 1921. He sold 
to Hatfield Driving Association in 
1924. 

HATFIELD RACE COURSE 

· In October, 1920, a group of entr• 
retie men gathered tQ consider the 
construction of a half mile race track 
in the vicinity of Hatfield. Finally an 
agreement was made with Sewall 
Husser to lease a tract of· land of 
sixteen acres, upoh which to construct 
a track and hold matinee ·races. The 
f ollowi_ng offleers were ·elected: Presi
dent, Monroe Ott; Secretary WUliam 
Hedrick; Treasurer, Jacob 6tt; Rac
ing Secretary Henry K. Godsha11. 
After the land had been leased work 
was begun immediately in construct• 
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ing the track. The next July the first 
races were held. Mr. -MuSBer after
wards sold this tract to the asso
-clation. 

On October 16, 1924, Charles Ims
wiler sold his adjoining farm of 
twenty-four acres to the same asso
ciation, boosting the acreage to forty
f our acres. The Montgomery County 
Fair Association was then organized 
with officers: President, Wilmer Nice, 

.Harleysville; Treasurer, Howard 
Mitchell, Chalfont; Recording Secre-
tary, Arthur Anders, Worcester; Su
perintendent and Corresponding Sec
retary, William Hedrick, of Hatfield. 
The first fair was held the f ollowlng 
year, 1926. 

Curtla Minln1er a1acl Abner Wlllauer 

Farm,, formerly Luken, Plantatloa 

This extended from Christian Ruth's 
farm northeast along the Forty-foot 
·road, now Route 463, to the road at 
Raymond Rosenberger's, down said 
road to Hoehn Bros., then southwest 
to Hugh Jones' trar.t. Jones, who had 
bought this tract of Jonathan Lewis 
in 1746, sold to son, Amos Jones, 122 
acres in 1748. He sold the same to 
William Lukens in 1769. 

The boundaries were: beginning in 
line of Henry Hendricks by Abraham 
Ruth and Melchoir Yoder southeast 
214 perches to corner of John Shutt, 
by Shutt northeast 39 perches by John 
-Bucheimer, northwest 81 perches to 
corner of John Shellenberger, by same 
northeast 86 perches, by same north-

• West 182 perches to line of Henry 
• Hendricks, by same southwest, 142½ 
perches to beginning. 

Lukens sold the plantation to John 
Rosenberger in 1782 for 660 pounds. 
He sold it to Jacob Oberholtzer in 
1793; He sold it to John Kindig in 
1832, now reduced to ninety-six acres. 
After · his • death his administrators 
sold to Joseph Benner in 1886. The 
Benner .homestead, was where Abner 
Willauer lives. Benner during his 
ownershiPt.:. sold •thirty-four acres in 
1848 to uenjamin Hendricks (this 
is now the Hoehn Brothers farm), 
leaving sixty-one acres. This, after 
Benner's death, was sold to Elias 
Cns~<.>l, of Gwynedd Township, in 
1860. . 

The same year he sold thirty acres 
to Adam Walters. This is now the 
Curtis Mininger farm. Walters then 
sold to Thomas Calahan, of Phila
delphia, in 1866. The same· sold to 
James M. Romig in 1869, who rebuilt 
.the house and barn. In 1882 i·,e sold it 
to Jacob K. Clemmer, who sold it to 
Henry Wisler in 1890. It was then 
sold to Sylvanus Clemens in 1900. 
The barn was destroyt!d by fire in 
1926, being struck by lightning and 
rebuilt by Clemens. He then sold to 
Curtis Mininger in 1937, the present 
owner. 

The other thirty-one acres Casnel 
sold to Adam Rhoads in 1861, who sold 
·to George Jones, of Philadelphia, h, 
1878, · the· same sold to John J. Min
inger in 1881. The barn was destroyed 
by fire with six cows and three horses, 
and rebuilt by Mininger about 1886. 
Later he made an assignment for the 
benefit of his creditors and then 1old 
to Kate Ruth, wife of Daniel Ruth, in 
1887. The administrators of the eatate 
then sold to Ephraim Delp in 1896 for 
his son, Charles. After the death of 
liis father he bought the same in 1906. 
He sold to Jos Franconi in 1926, who 
sold to Abner Willauer the same year, 
the present owner. 

Hoehn Brother,' Farm 

As previously mentioned, Joseph 
Benner sold to Benjamin Hendricks 
thirty-four acres in 1848 who had 
buildings erected and made a premises 
there. He sold it to Caleb H. Price in 
1862. He sold it to Abraham Be1mer 
in 1859. He sold it to Jacob Johnson in 
1864. He sold it to Joseph Detwiler in 
1867. He aold it to Henry S. Hackman 
in 1869. He later made an assignment 
for the benefit of his creditors in 1890. 
· Abraham · C. Allebach then · bought 

it. It was·. then occupied and farmed 
by his son-in-law, Enos Go·dshall, for 
seven years, from 1899 to 1907, he 
then bought his· father's farm in 
Lower Salford Township.. Allebach 
then sold it to Jesse Layton, of Mary
land, in 1909. He sold it to John 
Hoehn in 1910. After his death· the 
administrators s·old it to Albert and 
George ·Hoehn in 1929, the present 
owners. 
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Tbe. Late John R .. Kladls Re1ldeJ1c• 

Amos Jones sold fifteen acres to 
Paul Delgart who waa the owner of 
present Allman farm. Thia was then 
a part of said farm until Isaac Hun,
berger owned the same. He sold of 
this tract two acres to Joseph Benner 
in 1862,- who built the house and made 
a premises. He sold it to Abraham 
Benner in 1866. He sold it to Charles 
J. Hendricks in 1869. His adminis
trators sold to Moses Wagnor in 1865. 
After his death his son, Aaron, be
came the owner in 1875. He sold it to 
David M. Allebach in 1886. His ad
ministrators sold it to son1 Jacob C. 
Allebach, in 1887. He sold tt to Jacob 
K. Clemmer in 1889, who conveyed it 
to Allen·C. Moyer in 1900. He sold it 
to John R. Kindig the same year. His 
daughter, Mary Derstlne, is the pres
ent owner. 

R.a1mo.Dcl .Allebach Farm 

This was part of the 246 acrea 
which Hugh Jones bought from the 
Lewis tract containing 108 acres. 
This comprised properties of Ray
mond Rosenberger, Conrad Watson, 
Oavid Allebach and part of Irvin 
Schlosser. After the death of Hugh 
Jones the executors were tho· widow, 
Catherine Jones, and son, Amos Jones. 
They sold this tract to Adam Shelp, 
of Germantown, in 1761, for 280 
pounds. After his death his executors, 
Georre Shelp, of New Britain Town
ship, County of Bucks, and Michael 
Shelp, of Worcester Township, Mont
romery County, sold to Henry Shelp, 
of Hatfield, the said plantation in 1780 
tor 80Q '-_pounds. 

This Henry Shelp next sold it to bis 
son·;· Abraham Shelp, in 1806. Thia 
A}iraham Shelp had a son, Abie Shelp a• ·he was called, which wa• yet known 
by the older residents of Hatfield, 

The boundaries then were beginning 
at a · itone for a corner of land ~ 
longi_ng to John Hendric:ke (now the 
Fair Grounds), thence eoutheaet along 
Henry Clemmer's land 182 perches, 
thence southwest by Frederick Ffeher 
and Jacob Hunsberger'$ land 182 
perches, thence northwest 182 ~rchea1 thence northeaat by Jacob Ruth'• Jana 
and John Hendrick's land 182 perc~es 

(now Otto Hilgner'a and fair ground). 
This was ,sold at this date for 260 
pounds. 

After the death of Abraham Shelp 
the plantation was divided-the home
stead and fifty-six acres were sold by 
the administrators who were Henry 
Shelp amd Yellis Cassel, a son-in-law, 
to Henry Cassel, in 1889. He immedi
ately transferred it to Yellis Cassel. 

He made an assignment for the 
benefit of his creditors. Isaac Wisler 
and Christian Rosenberger were the 
assignees, they sold the same to Joseph 
Ruth in 1846. He sold to .David M. 
AUJbach In 1852. He sold to Jacob 
Kulp in 1872-now containing fifty 
acrts. 

It was then occupied by his eon-in
law, Abraham C. Allebach, to whom 
he conveyed it in 1875. He conveyed it 
to his son, Leidy Allebach, in 1912. 
He conveyed it to· his son, R_aymond 
Allebach, in 1987, the/resent owner. 
In 1939 he purchase twenty-three 
acres that were detached from thi1 
farm in 1839. 

The house on this farm is an old log 
house built by one of the Sheips. It 
was remodeled by David M. Allebach. 

David K. Allebach Re,fdence 

Thi• was detached from the Ray~ 
mond Allebach farm in 1869. David 
M. Allebach sold two acres, 108 
perches, to Jacob Gehman, a drover. 
Another tract, in 1862, Allebach sold 
to Lydia Crouthamel thirty square 
perches who built the house and made 
n premises there. She sold the same 
to Henry S. Hackman, a drover, in 
1864. He built an addition to the 
house the aame year. Jacob Gehman 
than sold his tract to Hackman, his 
aon-in-law, there they both conducted 
the( r drover buainese. 

Hackman sold the same to Joseph 
Detwiler in 1869-now containing 
three acres, 108 perches. Detwiler sold 
it to Tobias SchoJl in 1870. He sold it 
to Davfd M. AUebach fn 1871. He sold 
ft to Abraham C. Allebach in 1876. He 
transferred it to hfs son, Davfd K, 
Allebach, In 1912, the present owner
now containing six acres. 
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Raymond Roaenberaer Realdence 

After the division of the Shipe farm 
the f orty-sevcn acres came into pos-

. session of two different owners · in 
1839. Isaac Wisler got the upper por
tion which was twenty-two acres, who 
sold to Enos Lukens in 1842. Then 
the administrators of Lukens sold to 
Moses Wagnor in 1849 who bought 
additional land of Joseph Ruth, now 
the property of Otto Hilgner. 

After the death of Wagnor his son, 
Aaron, became the owner in 1876. He 
purchased sixteen acres additional of 
John C. Hackman. This g1·ound is now 
the race course at the Montgomery 
County Fair Grounds. Aaron Wagnor 
sold the farm of forty-seven acres to 
Jacob Allebach in 1886 who sold to 
Jacob Clemmer in 1889. The same 
sold to his brother, Cyrus, in 1900 
who then sold to Henry Benner in 
1906, who next sold to William Freed 
in 1911. He sold to Sewal Musse1· in 
1917, who next sold to Charles Menss
ner in 1921 (twenty-two acrea), who 
sold to Henry Gehring in 1923. He 
sold to Ena May Poeth in 1924 who 
sold to Edward Poeth in 1926. The 
same sold to George S. Heckler in 
1929, Stella Heckler to Raymond 
Ros,mberger in 1936, the present 
OWnt!r. 

Conrad Wat.on Reeidence 

After the division of the Shipe 
Farm in 1839 the forty-seven acres 
was again divided-twenty-five acres 
to Samuel Beyer who sold fifteen acres 
to Frederick Faber in 1840. The same 
solrl to John Winter five acres in 1848. 
In 1867 it was sold to Frank Strasser 
who built the present house. It was 
then sold to John Groth In 1900, who 
sold to Raymond Fred Neiman in 
1926. Then Fred Hanstein to Casper 
Neiman in 1927 who transferred to 
Lansdale Bank. Then, the executor of 
John Groth being the Bank, to Conrad 
Watson In 1986, the present owner. 

Marlin Swarts Realdence 

In 1868 Henry Hackman conveyed 
a lot to John and Mary Winters who 
built a house thereon. And in 1888 tho 
ndminlstrators of the same th<m sold 

to Frank Strasser who in 1886 sold to 
Sarah Benner. The neighbors, at that 
time, an called her SaUy ·Lukens· by 
her first husband. She had a. son, 
Jacob, who was the father ·ot ·Jesse, 
stiU Jiving- in Hatfield. She transf-erred 
to Augustus Kalb Jn 1897, .Kalb to 
Justus Cassel in 1900, Cassel to Wil
lard Ritter in 1921, Ritter to Sherman 
Fowler in 1924, Irene Fowler to 
George Chew In 1926 and then · to 
Walter Chew in 1928, Chew to·North 
Penn Building and Loan Association 
in 1981, the same to Earl Kuhnsman, 
back to Building · and Loan Associa-

• tion in 1939. Building and Loan AMo
ciation then to Marlin· Swartz in 1940. 
He sold to Raymond Rosenberger· in 
1943, the present owner. 

lryin ~C?blo~••r .Fu:m. 

Mary Stillwagon bought a lot of 
thirteen perches from Abraham Shipe 
in 1826 and another lot of one and 
one-half acres in 1833 also from Shipe. 
WilJiam stmwagon, son of Mary, sold 
this in 1846 to Jonas Loh. He then 
bought two and one-half acres more 
of Philip Zeiber, another lot of two 
acres of Ab1·aham Benner and seveu 
acres of John Hocker in 1 ::J56. Loh 
then soJd it lo Jacob R. Landis iu 
1807, now twenty-live ac1·es. He sold 
to Samuel Herll'y in 1868 who con
veyed it to Mary Ann Kellog, wife of 
RusseU Kellog, of New York State, 
in 1870. The house was destroyed by 
fire during theh· ownership. It was 
then conveyed to Dr. Jacob F. Lam
bert in 1873. The administrators of 
Lambert then sold to Jacob M. Det
wiler in 1874, nineteen acres. The 
house which had been destroyed by 
f.•·0 ,\· · then rebuilt by Detwiler. 

,1 Detwiler, the widow of 
. :;oJd to William Fretz in 1901 

who sold to a man of Philadelphia who 
soon after died, before he had moved 
there. The property then was sold to 
George Snyder and Frank Zepp, of 
Hatflelc.1, Inter Snyder's share was sold 
to Zepp who then conveyed it to Irvin 
Schlosser (tho building and six acres), 
tho present owner, The other portion 
has been divided into buflding lots 
where some houses have been built, 
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Oppollle Jr.ID Selai..aer 

F•~• BulWln• 

Bete were premlaea from which all 
_appearance have vanilhtd. Jacob 
.Hunaberger, the owner of the Allman 
farm, purchated from the Henry 
Clemmer tract ten acres which is now 
·uwned by Charles Weirman. Huna
·berger told of this tract eighty-seven 
perches to Jacob Hendrick.a in 1883 
who made a premf sea there. In 1840 
Sheriff Stewart seized the same and 
aold to Peter Benfler for $600. He 
~Id it to Jonaa Markley, a black
amitb, in 1_841. He aold it to Jonas 
Lowe in 1848. He!'f Levi Snovel ap
plied his trade, a blackamfth. For 
sometime bf a wife was a Lowe. He 
later bourht the J atnH Roaenberger 

property, which is mentioned else
where. He is remembered by the older 
people. Jonas Lowe sold this property 
to Joseph Mattman, a German car
penter, in 1876. He built an addition 
to the house. In 1876 the house was 
destroyed by fire one night and not 
rebuilt. He then built the house on 
Vine street, now owned by Wilson 
Gerhart, and also the house on Maple 
avenue now owned by Joseph Benner 
which is mentioned elsewhere. Sheriff 
John Linderman seized all the prop
erties of Mattman and sold this lot to 
Jacob C. Allebach in 1877. He sold it 
to Jacob M. Detwiler in 1878 who 
owned the Irvin Schlosser farm. 
Afterwards the farm wa's sold to 
William Fretz. He sold the lot to 
Abraham C. Allebach in 1907 of which 
it fa now a part of Raymond Allebach 
farm. 
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SOUTHWESTERN CORNER OF TOWNSHIP 

Former Kindi1 Plantation 

In 1681 William Penn sold to Her
bert Springett an undefined and un
located grant of )and in his new prov
ince. In 1729 John Simpson purchased 
the same of the heirs. He was an 
Englishman of Tower HiJI, London. 
In the same year Simpson conveyed, 
by letter of attorney, 1600 acres to 
William Allen who immediately had 
160 acres surveyed and sold the same 
to Joseph Charlesworth in 1730 who 
already held land in Upper Dublin 
east of Ambler. He sold the same to 
Richard Williams in 1782. He sold it 
to Hugh Jones in 1742. He remained 
here the rest of his life. 

In 1749 he purchased 246 acres 
lying northeast of his plantation. This 
included the present farms of Abn~r 
Willauer, Curtis Mininger, Raymond 
Rosenberger, and Raymond Allebach. 
Durinr his lifetime he sold 100 acres 
to Christian Ruth. This included the 
Anderson and Michie farms. Another 
122 acres lying northeast of this farm 
he sold to his son, Amos Jones. This 
included the farms of Abner Willauer, 
Curtis Mfnfnrert the late John R. 
Kindig and Hoenn Bl'others. There 
remained 108 acres including Ray
mond Rosenberger's and Raymond 
Allebach's. 

The executors of Hugh Jones sold 
the homestead which bordtJred on the 
township line of Towamencin Town
ship and the Orvilla road to Henry 
Frey, of Worcester Township, in 1760. 
During his ownership he donated a lot 
for a schoolhnuee which f s now the 
cemetery lot at tho PJaf n Church. Fry 
sold thf s farm to Melchor Yoder f n 
1769 now contaf nfng 182. He sold it 
to Jacob Detwiler in 1788 who trans
f crred It on same date to Herman 
Pennepacker of Perkiomen Township. 
He sold it to John Kindig for 776 
pounds fn 1792, who built the house 
in 1804. It is of brick, the house fs 
still standing a distance from the 
road. It is in a delapldated condition. 

John Kindig is supposed to have come 
from Franconia Township. 

Martin Kindig purchased a tract of 
ninety acres south of Morwood and 
this -!ohn Kindig was a grandson. He 
married Margaret Stauffer, of Here
ford, Berks County. He died in 1885 
and is buried at the Plain .Mennonite 
Cemetery. After his death it was sold 
to his eldest son, Jacob Kindig, in 
1836, He sold it to his son, John, fn 
1862 now containing 117 acres. He 
was known as der dick John Kln<li:g 
being a very stout man. He sold tli~ 
homestead and sixty acres to his son
in-law, Philip R. Swartley, in 1867, 
who sold to Anthony Etfrig in 1871. 
He sold it to Abraham Y. Godshft.11 in 
1874. He later made an assignment 
for the benefit of his creditors. The 
assignee then sold it to Anthony 
Brunner in 1881, 

The lower portion of the Kindig 
farm being now fifty-seven acres 
which John Kindig here retained. Be 
had building erected f acinr th• 
Orville road. The house is still stand
ing with an addition built to it, now 
plastered on the outside. Thia farm 
was sold to his son, Henry K. Kindig, 
in 1874

1 
he sold it to PhUip R, Swart

ley in 876. It was then purchated b1 
Henry K. Kindig, in 1889 a former 
owner, who had ventured ln buainess 
in PhiladelphJa and became well-to-do. 
He kept this for a summer residence. 
In 1896 the barn was struck by light
ning and consumed and rebuilt. 

In 1898 the barn of Anthony Brun
ner was struck by Jfghtnlng and 
burned. He then sold the farm to 
Henry K. Kindig who by thta pur
chase became owner of the entire 
tract of his father. Kindig aold the 
lower portion of the farm, ftft_y-aix 
acres, to his son-fn-law, Heney L. S. 
Ruth, in 1907. Ruth sold the farm to 
Richard Tompkins in 1910 who fn 
1914 bought the remaining sixty acres 
of Kindig, Mary Tompkins sold Jt to 
John ~foaley, of Nesquehoning, Car
bon County, in 1920. He sold it to 
Mf ko GfJbert and Wfllfam Seitchfk, 
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of Philadelphia, in 1922 who cut it 
into small building lots on which a 
few houses have been built. 

Many of the lots are now owned by 
the County in lien of taxes, one square 
has been sold to the trustee of the 
Plain Mennonite Church in 1940 by 
the County. 

Loui, Anderaon Farm, 

· formerly· Chriatlan Ruth 

This was detached of the Hugh 
Jones tract in 1761. Jones sold to 
Christian Ruth 100 acres this border
ing on the forty-foot Road, now Route 
463, and Towamencin Township. The 
buildings are some 160 yards from 
·the highway. Here is an old two-story 
· house built of logs, and plastered on 
the outoide, with a stone kitchen 
attached. It comprised at that time 
the Michie farm at the corner. In 
1767 Ruth sold to Abraham Ruth who 
sold to Jacob Yoder in 1776; who sold 
to Melchoir Yoder in 1782; who sold 
the next year to Abraham Hendricks 
for 600 pounds; who sold it to Chris
topher Snyder ht 1786. 

The boundaries then were beginning 
at a corner then by Henry Oberholtzer 
and Jacob Ruth northeast 121 perches 
by· late William Lukens (now John 
Rosenberger's), southeast 133 perches 
to corner of Jacob· Detwiler, by same 
·southwest 121 perches to townshiP
line, by same northwest along Yeakle s 
hmd 133 ·perches to beginning. 

•. Snydei: live<l here the remainder of 
his life. He died in 1810. His executors 
_were Henry and George Snyder, who 
.s~ld to Jphn Snyder in 1812 who im
mediately transferred it to Jacob 
Johnson who owned it then till 1866 
when he sold t9 Aram Drake, who 
immediately conveyed it to Henry D. 
Swartley, fifty acres. He sold it to 
Abraham Rosenberger in 1857. The 
administrators of the same to Abra
.ham Y. Godshall in 1872, who sold to 
Lewis Spare In 1874. He sold to John 
D. ·voder in 1885, who made an assfgn
mcmt to_ George R. Rittenhouse for the 
benefit of his creditors, who sold to 
Ephraim Freed in 1888. 

It was then occupied and farmed by 
Enos Freed for a number of years. In 
1910 Ephraim Freed sold to John 1\1. 
Funk who sol<i to H. Avery Willis of 
Wilmington, Delaware, in 1920. He 

sold to Charles Kenneth Roberts in 
1926 who sold to Samuel Hughes in 
1929; who sold to Mark A. Sellers in 
1932; who sold to Elizabeth and 
Louise Yerkes in 1934. The latter 
died, then Elizabeth, the only heir, 
sold to Louis O. Anderson, of North 
Wales, in 1941, the present owner. 

Michie Farm 

This was detached from the Chris
tian Ruth farm in 1849. Jacob C. 
Oberholtzer put~hased four acres of 
Jacob Johnson. Oberholtzer built a 
house and made a premises. here. He 
sold the same to Amos Knipe in 1856. 
Johnson then sold twenty-four acres 

· from his farm to Mr. Knipe in 1866, 
who sold thf same to John Kulp in 
1882. He then moved the house across 
the road which is now owned by John 
Kulp, a grandson of the former, and 
made a premises here. 

Kulp then bunt one of stone on the 
farm. It was then occupied and 
farmed by his son, Isaiah Kulp, to 
whom he conveyed in 1885. The execu
tors of the same then sold to Lewis 
Darmstadter · in 1908. The barn was 
destroyed by fire during his· owner
ship and rebuilt, bein·g struck . by 
lightning. Darmstadter sold the farm 
to Andrew Michie, of Phlla~elphia; in 
1929. He retains it for a · summer 
residence. 

Geor1e Haire Farm 

This was for med by purchasing 
several tracts. Christopher Snyder, 
who was the owner of· the. Lo~is. An
derson farm, sold twenty-thr.ee. acres 
to Abraham Swartz, who sold to Israel 
Hoxworth in 1796. He sold the same to 
Jacob Ratzel in 1799. Another tract of 
twenty acres were added w,hich Jacob 
Oberholtzer sold of h.is plantation. He 
was the owner of the Amos J opes 
plantation at this time. This he sold 
to Jacob Ratzel in 1802. These tracts 
were sold by Ratzel to Christian Cas
sel, a weaver, in 1811. The adminis
trators sold the same to Jonas Fretz, 
of Bedminster, Bucks County, in 1821. 
He sold it to Enos Hunsberger In 
1829, who sold ft to Abraham Souder 
in 1838. 

He sold it to Jacob Kindig in 1837 
who had bought eighteen acres from 
John Kindig in 1832, making now a 
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total of sixty-three acres. He sold the 
same to son-in-law, Henry Krupp, in 
1862. He sold it to his son-in-law, 
Jacob S. Stover, in 1878. He sold it to 
Hannah Bookhamer, wife of John 
Bookhamer, in 1879. He sold it to 
Rebecca Heckler, wife of Samuel 
Heckler, in 1882. 

After his death the heirs sold to 
Samuel Tribolet in 1913, who sold it 
to George H. Snyder, of Lansdowne, 
the same year, He sold it to George 
Bolter, of Radnor, in 1914. He sold it 
to George Haire in 1917. He sold it to 
Julius Hiss in 1928-now containing 
thirteen acres. 

Haire had previously sold a number 
of lots where dwellings had been 
erected, The barn was destroyed by 
fire durinl' Haire's ownership and not 
rebuilt, the farm house stands f n from 
the road about 100 yards. Hiss sold it 
t'o Edward Krusen in 1927. He sold 
the same to Harry Narr in 1982. He 
sold ft to Clarence Hallet in 1935, the 
present owner. 

Tbe Late JoHph Koffel Farm, 

formerly a Snyder PlantatloD 

It included former Jesse Koffel and 
Henry Kindig's farm-a wells plan
tation. It dates back to 1762, when 
Anthony Morris, a non-resident, sold 
a tract of unimproved land to James 
Wells, of Towamencin. The Wells then 
had possession till 1770, who then sold 
to John Bucheimer. The same then 
sold to George Metzar 100 acres in 
1786 who sold to Christian Snyder in 
1808. After his death the heirs sold 
to Abraham B. Snyder in 1842, sev
enty-seven acres, who sold to Aaron 
R. Heckler forty-one acres in 1872 
and Heckler to his son-in-law, Joseph 
Koffel, in 1911. The heirs of Christian 
Snyder detached twenty-four acres 
from this farm in 1842, and sold to 
Henry Stover who sold to Benjamin 
Hendrick in 1848. This farm was sold 
to Joseph Kindig in 1864. 

After his death it was sold by the 
heirs to Henry K, Kindig in 1896, 
twenty-four acres. Kind~r then sold a 
number of Iota to various parties who 
('tcctcd dwellings thereon. Kindig 
then sold the remainder of the farm, 
now containing eighteen acres1-to Levi 
l\l, Landis in 1899. He so d ft. to 
Samuel Hall, of Fernwood, Delaware 

County, fn 1905. He died, then Annie 
Hall, the widow, sold to Mark Ray
mond Harrington aeventeen acres in 
1911. He sold to Low Halley -in 1921. 
James Halley next sold it to Bernard 
Vincent in 1922, who transferred it to 
North Penn Building and Loan Aaso
ciation in 1986. They sold it to Jennie 
Smith the same year, now containing 
nine acres. She sold it to Ralph Walm 
in 1939, the present owner. The house
is a three-story stone house, the barn 
has been razed. 

The Former Jeue Koffel Farm 

This was detached from the Snyder 
farm in 1861 and building erected by 
John B. Snyder who sold to Jesse 
Koffel, of Tylersport, in 1867. The 
barn was destroyed by fire in 1899, 
being struck by lightning and was 
replaced by purchasing the barn of 
Chester Knipe, formerly William 
Delp's property. The executors of 
Koff el sold to son, Amos Koffel, in 
1918, who sold it to John Hoehn in 
1926. After his death the heirs aold it 
to Mamie Stauch, wife of Albert 
Stauch, in 1930. He died, the executor 
then sold it to June Clymer in 1988, 
who sold it to Arthur Thoma, the 
same year, the present owner. 

Benjamin K. Landi, Reeldence 

Henry Stover, owner of the adjoin
ing farm, retained a lot from the ea,t 
corner. He built the house and made • 
premises here when he sold hia farm 
in 1848. Hie admlniltratora, Jacob S. 
Harley and Jacob R. Stover1 sold 
these premises to John Snyaer fn 
1858. He sold it to Thomas Saboldt ln 
1866. He sold It to Charles F. Mlller, 
a blackamith in 1867. He had a 1hop 
on the opposke corner, he afterwards 
discontinued the trade and bousht a 
farm at Chalfont. He sold this house 
and lot to Eliza Benner in 1887. She 
sold it to Benjamin K. Landis in 1908. 
He died in 1948. It la now owned by 
members of the family. 

Joha Wrf1llt'• PlaDtatlon 

William Penn ■old a tract of land 
to Johtl DaJ. He de'1Nd this tract of 
282 acre1 to hi■ widow. Thia com
prised aJI the farms from the OrvfUa 
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. road do:wn M.ain .street .to the Lehigh 
ValJey Tran.sit: ppwer hou&e, · thence 
nottheast to .Schwab's road, thence 
northwest to Orvilla road. She then 
.manjed an Atkinson. ~he ·sold this 
.tract. to her son-in-law, .. ,hn Durbor
row, wh9 had married her daughter, 
.Sarah . Atkinson. This transfer was 
ioade July i3, 1717. He sold the same 
tQ John Wright, a Quaker, i~ 1726. He 

:<levise~ it to his heirs by will in 1 '1'1'1. 
The Jteirs were. sons, Jonathan, Abi
jah, John, and a daughter who had 
married William Miller, and other 
daughters. 

_The Late Eli Krupp Farm 

·. · After the death of John Wright, Sr., 
•hfs son, John, Jr., inherited fifty acres 
by his father's will in 1 '177. This farm 
is located between the Orvma road 

· and Oak Park road from Main street 
·bacl~ to line of Fred Lamm. In April, 
1781, this farm was seized by the Con
tinental Government as the land of a 
traitor who did knowingly and will
ingly aid and assist the enemy of us 
and of the United States of America 
by having joined their armies in this 
state. 
· This confiscated )and was then soJd 
to Owen Faries, of Germantown, for 
$3,826.00. The University of Pennsyl
vania then received five bushels of 
wheat rentals from this confiscated 
land. Wright, it is said, was hung as a 
Tory at Montgomery Square for lead
ing a night attack on Colonel Jacob 
Reed ol his own township. The boun
daries of this plantation were: Begin
ning- at a corner of Melcboir Yode1· 
(now the Orvilla road) by Thomas 
Stalford, now Henry Kratz, southeast 
72 perches by Abljah Wright1 south
west 112 perches (now Oak Park 
xoad) by John Yeakle, northwest 72 
perches to beginning. Owen Faries 
sold it- immediately to Josiah Harmer. 
• • In 1806 the University of Pennsyl
vania relinquished its wheat-payment 
rentals. It was then occupied by Levi 
Drake, a blacksmith, from 1805, to 
whom Harmer conveyed ft in 1812. He 
sold it to Danie) Custer in 1814. He 
sold it to J~cob Kulp, a Mennonite 
minister, in 1828. He sold it to Jos
eph Krupp in 1840. Krupp had mar
ried John Funk's daughter, of Line 
Lexington. lie .built. the barn and Cus
ter hnd built the house. 

K.1·upp deta~hed . two. lots at t_he 
southern corner where homes . have 
been built. Krupp sold the farm to 
John F. Miller in 1882. After his 
decease it was sold to l\f nry Owens in 
1912. The barn was destroyed by fire 
during her ownership, being struck 
by lightning and rebuilt. Later the 
barn wns sold to Frank Sholl whose 
bnrn had burned. Mary Owens sold 
the farm to Charles Van Horn in 
·1916. He sold it to Eli Krupp in 1916, 
forty-seven acres. He later cut it up 
in building lots and on some he had 
homes built. 

Waldo Heebner Reeidence 

Joseph Krupp sold from his farm 
one acre to Ephraim L. Delp in 1874. 
He built the house and made a prem
ises here. He sold it to Jacob Boorse 
in 1877. He sold it to Ann Hagey in 
1881. She sold it to Joseph Krupp in 

· 1885. After his death his administra
tors sold it to Henry 0. Godshall fn 
1901. He sold it to Wellington Rosen
berry in 1906, now two acres. He sold 
it to Annie AJexEAnder in 1910. She 
sold it to Anthony Brunner in 1919. 
After his death his widow became the 
owner. Aftet· her decease her executor 
sold the same to WaJdo Heebner in 
1941, the pl'esent owne1·. 

The Former Levi Krout Farm 

Being part of the Wright planta
tion which Thomas Blackledge, execu
to1·, sold to Josiah Dickenson, ninety
four ac1·es. This had been devised to 
son, Abijah Wright, but he not com
plying with his father's will, it was 
sold to Dickenson who sold it to YeJUs 
Cassel, of Towamencin township, in 
1786, now sixty-seven acres. This farm 
extended from Oak Park road and 
Main Stl'eet to Lehigh Valley Transit 
power house, thence northeast to the 
)ate Abraham Delp's farm. Yellls Cas
sel next sold it to Christian Cassel, 
fifty~two acre~ for 362 pounds ht 1793. 

Then John Wisler and Abraham 
Cassel, administrators, sold to John 
Wagner in 1814. The heirs of Wagner 
were Elizabeth Cassel, of. Towamen
cin; Moses Wagner, of Hatfield; Mal'• 
garett wife of Jesse Eaton, of Philn
delph1a; Mary! wife of Peter Richard, 
of Towamencin; Amnndn, wife of 
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DIilman Hun1lcker, of Towamencin 
township; Aaron and Louise Wagner. 
These heirs sold to Samuel Krleb)e 
in 1878. He aold it to Levi Krout in 
1882. He sold it to Samuel Koffel in 
1908, now forty acres. He sold it to 
William Board in 1906. He aold it to 
Thomas Moore in 1920, nine acres. 
'Elsie Mills, administrator of Thomas 
Moore, sold to Emil Vetter in 1921. He 
sold it to Arthur Vetter in 1927, now 
containing two acres. He sold it to 
·June Clymer in 1926. 

Mr•. Kuhn Realdence 

. . Levi Krout retained twelve acres of 
his farm whereon he built a house and 
made a premises. He sold the same to 
Hugo Huettig in 1907. He sold it back 
to Krout in 1909, now seven acres. He 
sold it again to Theodore Zuende) in 
.1918. He sold it to Frederick Rudolph 
in 1918. He sold it to Wntlam P. Lane 
in 1920. He sold it to Elizabeth Kuhn 
in 1928, the present owner. 

_The Lat• Abraham K. Delp and 

Harry Krats Farm 

Thomas Stalford inherited this farm 
from his father-in-Jaw, John Wright, 
in 1786. He purchased another tract 
of Benjamin Templin Carpenter, of 
PhfJade}phia, another son - in - law of 
Wrirht in 1804. Philip Sellers, high 
Sheriff/ seized the property and sold 
it to I annah Jones in 1820. This is 
now the Delp property. She sold it to 
Henry Keller the same year. J-Jts heirs 
sold it to son, Enoch Keller~ {842. 

He sold it to Jesse Krupp .,1 1883 
who owned the farm where the radia
tor foundry was. He made an assign
ment for the benefit of his creditors. 
Jonas Boorse, the assignee, then sold 
it back to Enoch Keller in 1890. After 
KeJJer's death Jonathan Snovel1 the 
executor sold ft to llenry S. Gernard, 
of Lan~dale, in 1899. He farmed the 
land and had tenants Jiving in the 
house. Ho built the present house and 
barn. Gerhard sold ft to David Cassel 
in 1916. Ho sold ft to Abraham K. 
Delp In 1916. After his death the 
widow sold it to her <laughter, Prfs. 
cilla Delp. She ·sold it to Raymond 
Landis in 1948, the present owner. 

Harry Krats Farm 

After the death of Thomas Staltord 
his two daughters became the ·owners 
of this part of the farm. After the 
death of her sister, Mary Stalford 
owhed it. In 1820 she made an assign
ment for the · benefit of her creditors. 
John Wilson, of Franconia township, 
and Enos Lukens, of Towamencin 
township, were the assignees. In her 
assignment she gave her real estate 
and aJI her property whatsoever kind 
it may be excepting and reserving 
only for her use, one featherbed, bed 
and bedstead, and sufficient bedding1 
thereunto one milch cow, one hog ana 
household furniture and the value of 
fifteen dollars . 

Her assignee sold the real estate to 
James Moore fn 1821 who built the 
present house. After his death the ad
ministrators sold it to Benjamin D. 
Landis in 1871. He sold it to his son
in-Jaw, Henry H. Kratz in 1904. He 
sold the farm buildf ngs and ten acres 
to Fritz Krug in 1926, the present 

.owner. Kratz. then erected building on 

.the remaining p 1rt of the farm where 
he. resides. He has sold several build
ing lots whereon homes have been 
built. 

Jonathan Wriaht Plantation 

This was the_ northe,.stern par~ of 
the John Wright, E'r., Plantation 
which son Jonathan r~eived from hit 
father's estate, containing 101 acres. 
It comprises all the pr,,perties. which 
He northeast from the boundary l_jne 
of the late Abraham Delp and Henry 
Kratz farms to Schwab ·road. Jqna• 
than Wright was a Tory and the Com• 
monwealth confiscated his plantation 
and through Joseph Reed,. Esquire, 
president of the Commonwealth, ioJd 
it to Joseph Dean in 1780 for 11400 
pounds, Continental money. He after
ward went bankrupt. 

The commf ssfoners who were ap
. ofnted for the bankrupt esta~. sold it 
. Joseph Wharton, Jeremiah Warden 
R 1d Robert Ralston, merchants of 
1Jhiladelphia, subject to pa-1{ng flv6 
and seven • tenths bushels of wheat 
semi-annually to · the University of 
Pennsylvania. This conveyance was 
made fl) 1787. 'they conveyed it to 
Joseph Wilson, ot Franconia, fn 1789. 
He divided the plantation irt two 
parts. 
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William J. Herman Farm 

Wilson sold fifty-two acres to John 
Davis in 1806. He was a mason and 
built the present house. He lived 
fie re the temainder of his life until 
1860. The administrators then sold it 
to .. son, Joseph Davis, in 1861. He 
sold it to Gottlieb Schmidt in 1886. 
After his death the widow, Elizabeth 
Schmidt, sold to Lehigh Valley Tran
sit Company in 1906. They sold it to 
Jacob C. Swartley in 1916. He sold it 
to· William J. Herman in 1928. The 
tiarn was destroyed by fire and not re
built. In the last twenty-five years a 
number of lots were sold from thi1 
tract where homes have been built. 

The Aaf Je, Greenb~uH 

· Gottlieb Schmidt sold six acres 
from his farm to William Sturiebec
ker in 1891. He built the house and 
made a premises here. He also built a 
greenhouse. He S\,)ld the same to Fred
erick Roos in 1896. He sold to George 
Samtrnan in 1909. He sold it to 
Herman Aafjes in 1919, the present 
owper. 

Jacob Silverman'• Farm 

This •., l\s the extreme northeastern 
part· r • . "' Wright Plantation facing 
Scl· • ·:r,ad. Wilson sold to William 
Wau,., .. •.1rty-eight ac1·es. He sold it to 
Jamt • Davis in 1808. He is termed a 
weaver. He divided the farm, the 
lower tract he sold to Joseph Benner 
in· 1825. He sold it to Peter Boyer, of 
Gwynedd, i,1 1836, now containing six
teen acres, After his death the helra 
aold it to Joel Clemmer in 1886. He 
eold it to EUzabeth Weiss In 1887. She 
aold it to Harry Vansyke and Fred
erick Keller In 1907. Sheriff Chauncey 
J. Buckley seized It in 1909 and sold it 
to Henry Esllng. He sold it to Charles 
Barndt in 1913. He sold it to Jacob 
SHverman in 1917, the present owner. 

Th• HUp•rt GrHnhouH PropertJ 

The northwest portion James Davis 
sold twenty acres to lsabelJa Hartel 
in 1820. The hef rs of the same sold It 
to Wilson Davis in 1844. He sold 
twenty-one acres to Christian Young 
in 1849. He sold to Eli Cossel eighteen 

acres in 1866. He .sold it to Lorenz 
Hauck, a blacksmith, in 1868. He s«;>ld 
it to Lorenz Ishe the same year. He 
sold it to Joseph lshe in 1863. Ho sold it 
to Henry Heckman in 1868. He sold it 
to Elias Schrader in 1882, now seven 
acres. He sold the same to Sarah Cor
bin wife of James Corbin, of Phila
delphia, in 1896. James Corbin sold it 
to Nathan Westbrook in 1900. He sold 
it to John Beidler in 1904. HI! sold it 
to George Didden in 1912. Didden sold 
the same to Caroline Siter in 1921. 
the same to Caroline Siter in '1921. She 
sold it to John Raymond Hamilton in 
1922. He and George Hamilton formed 
a company known as the OrvUla 
Greenhouse Company. Tho sheriff 
seized the same and sold it to First 
National Bank of Lansdale in 1938. 
They sold it back to the OrvilJa Green
house Company. The same year they 
sold it back to the bank (in 1936). 
They sold it to Eduard Hilpert, of 
Poughkeepsie, New York, in 1986, the 
present owner. 

Former Eno, Hun1ber1er lte,idence 

Near the trolley depot at Orvilla 
was a premises of six acres. David 
Davis sold to John Weand in 1846. 
After his decease Joel Rosenberger, 
the administrator, sold it to Lorenz 
Hauck in 1868. He sold it to Aaron R. 
Heckler in 1866. He exchanged with 
Abraham R. Snyder for his farm in 
1872, Snyder taking Heclcler premises. 
Snyder later made an attsignment for 
the benefit of his creditors in 1877. 
Charles F. Miller, the assignee, then 
sold it to Enos Hunsoorger in 1878. 
He sold it to Harry Hawkins in 1892 
who demolished the buildings. 

Thu Late Wm, B. Mo)'er RHidence 

This was a pal't of the Hilpert 
greenhouse property. Lort!nz · Hauck, 
who was the ownerf detached six acres 
and sold it to Phi ip Handel in 1858 
for $420. He made a premises here. 
He sold it to Rev. 'l'homas Saboldt in 
1862. He sold it to Ludwig Assmas in 
1864. He sold it to John Zimmerman 
in 1872. He died soon afterward, for 
Margaret Zf mmerman, the executor, 
sold ft to John W. Steiner in 1873. Ho 
sold it to WUliam B. Moyer in 1883, 
the estate stiU owning ft. Moyer built 
an addition nnd put on the French 
roof. 
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THE WE~T TRACT 

William Penn sold a tract of 260 
acres to John West, ot the city of Lon
don, a tin plate worker, and he by his 
will the 25th day of May, 1688, did 
give and devise all his messuages, 
lands and tenements whatsoever in 
Pennsylvania in America unto his 
grandchildren, John East, Mary East 
and Benjamin Street in fee to be equ• 
ally divided between them. 

This tract adjoins Wright's Planta• 
tion on the southeast. The boundaries 
were beginning at what is now the 
Lehigh Valley Transit Power house, 
thence southeast along Main street to 
about where Mitchell avenue is in 
Lansdale Borough, thence northeast to 
Cowpath road, thence northwest to 
about where Frank Munzlnger land is, 
thence southwest to beginning. 

Mary East came to America and 
married Joseph Cooke, a Philadelphia 
cooper. He sold in right <>f his wife 
160 acres to Daniel Street of Oxford 
township, Philadelphia, in 1723. This 
was the southwest portion, l;1ing along 
Main street over to abo~t where 
Eighth street is in Lansdale Borough. 
Daniel Street sold it the same year-
100 acres to Walter Griffith, a Chel
tenham shoemaker. The ne:<t year 
(1724) he sold it to John Clayton. 

The other t\fty acres were trans• 
ferred to hia son, James Street. After 
his Jeath his widow became the f)wner 
in 1740. John Clayton in his wUI de• 
vised the farm to his children, 'l'hese 
heirs then conveyed it to the oldest 
brother, Richard Clnytonha tailor, He 
purchased thf rty.flve of t e fifty acres 
detached in 1724 from Mary Eat<Jn, 
widow of Benjamin Street, in 1771, 
The 185 acres which Clayton owned 
at the time of his death were sold 
afte1· his demise in 1786 to John 
Bucheimer who paid £586 for 189 
acl'es. In his will registered May 13, 
1799, he ordered his property sold but 
it was not sold till 1816. It was then 
sold in three tracts by Frederick Con
rad, of Worcester, his administrator. 

These properties are now all in the 
corporate limits of Lansdale borough. 
The southwest portion of the Buchel
mer trnct was sold by his admfniatra• 
tors to Levi Drake, scventy-11cven 
nc1·cs in 1815. Thia tract wns kcated 
ulong Aloin street. Drake went bank• 
rupt, hf s nssfgnrc sold the farm to 
Dcnjnmin Vnnt'osscn ~n 1821 for $48 

per acre. He sold ft to John Andera in 
1826. In 1886 he moved to Gwynedd 
township. He then sold it to hb son, 
Jeremiah Anders, eighty acNs. He 
sold it to John Young in 1856. He 
sold it to Richard Martin in 1867. 

He sold it to John N. Jacobs and 
Andrew Hackman as tenants in com• 
mon in 1869. They divided the tract, 
Hackman taking the upper portion 
and Jacobs the lower. The lower part 
of the Jacobs and Hackman farm was 
conveyed to John N. Jacobs. This con
tained the farm buildings-the barn 
has been removed, the house fa still 
standing. It is the three-story hou11 
at corner of Third street and Frau• 
conia avenue. 

Jacobs sold this, with thirty-seven 
acres, to Charles Potter in 18?0. He 
sold it to Albert Hancock in 1872. He 
sold the same to Henry Sloman in 
1875. He sold it to Robert Munn, then 
Sheriff' Stahlnecker seized the same 
and sold it back to Sloman. He sold it 
then to Amanda Carnell in 1879. She 
sold it to Antonia Cassiletti the aame 
year. He sold it to Jacob M. Moyer in 
1882. He sold it to Louisa Murphy in 
1888. She sold it to Robert B. Mann in 
1884. He sold it to Daniel Meyer, the 
same year. He sold it to J. A. Spencer 
in 1887. He sold it to Geller and God
shall in 1889, they cut it up ln build• 
ing lots and sold them to variout 
parties. 

The northwest part of this tract 
along Main street, John N. Jacobs 
conveyed to Andrew Hackman In 1870. 
He sold it to Hiram Schultz in 1872, 
He sold it to Jacob S. Stover, the sau-.: 
year. He sold it to Henry Krupp · u 
1878, He sold it to George O. CleJL 
ens, father of Benjamin Clemens, in 
1876. He sold it to Samuel Smith in 
1879. He sold it to Pierre Sutton in 
18fJ3. He sold it to Ann Thornton Jn 
18~0. She sold it Charles Zink in 1896. 
He sold Jt to Mary Owens in 1908, Jt 
is now the property of the National 
Bank of Lansdale. 

The northeast portion ol the Buch
eimer tract on the northwest aide of 
f'ranconia avenue became the prop• 
erty of Catherine Bucheimer, daugh
ter of John. She sold it to her daugh• 
ter, Elizabeth, wife of Ezekiel Eaton, 
in 1815, thirty-two acres. The Entons 
Eold it to Frederick Long in 1847. He 
1:old it to Frederick Snyder fn 1852. 
He sold It to Frederick Musse fn 1854. 
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He ~old it the same year to Martin 
,Evans, a resident of Doylestown. He 
sold it to Joseph Johnson in .1866. He 
sold it to l\fary McAleer, wife of John 
.McAleer, in 1869. He sold it to John 
Gillespie in 1862. He sold it to Adolph 
;Lambert the same year. 

Then were several trans! ers with 
the agreement that they were to pay 
off the mortgage but it appears they 
did not comply with the agreement for 
Adolph Lambert sold it again to 
Samuel Jackson in 1883. He sold it to 
Eliza Prall in 1897. The sheriff then 
sold it back to Samuel and Milton 
Jackson in 1899. They sold it to Wil
liam S. Baker in 1918, now containing 
ten act·es. In 1940 Baker was declared 
a weak-minded person by court, un
_able to care for himself. It appointed 
the Norristown-Penn Trust Company 
his guardian, who sold it to C. Ray 
Swartley. 
. The other part of the Bucheimer 
farm on the southeast side of Fran
conia avenue became the property of 
Bucheimer's son, Henry, eighteen 
acres in 1816. He sold it to Archibald 
Davis in 1822. He sold it to Herman 
Storck in 1863. He sold it to Theodore 
Frank in 1866. He sold it. to Sophia 
Swappenheiser in 1868. She sold the 
same to Albert Swappenheieer in 1874. 
He sold it to Joseph Herman. About 
1890 he tore down the building, the 
house was an old, low one-story build
ing. It was located about where Sixth 

street joins Franconia avenue. 
The sheriff next sold it to Isaac 

Heckler in 1902. He sold it to Fred
erick Souder in 1911. This is now 
built up by such as Weaver's Struc
tul'al Iron Works and Souder Con
crete Works, Radiator Foundry and 
dwellings. The remaining part of the 
West plantation northeast of the Mary 
East tract became the property of 
Benjamin Street by his grnndf ather's 
wm. This he sold to Thomas. Davis in 
1740, 210 acres. He willed fifty acres 
from the west end of the farm to his 
son, Thomas Davis, Jr., in 1777. He 
hnd purchased twenty acres of Mary 
Eaton making a total of seventy-one 
acres. His administrators, John and 
David Davis, sold it to Jonathan 
Yocum in 1816. He owned it only a 
few yea1·s for in 1819 the Sheriff, 
Justus Scheetz, seized it and sold to 
John and David Davis as tenants in 
common. They sold thirty-two acres 
of the northwest part to James Davis 
in 1820. He sold it to Abraham Cassel 
in 1826. He sold it to Joseph Benner 
in 1828. He sold it to David Anders in 
1836. He sold it to Jane Baily, wife 
of Joseph Baily, in 1864. He sold it to 
Theodore Haas in 1866. During his 
ownel'ship the buildings were neglect
ed and the barn was blown down by 
a wind storm. Haas sold it to Percy 
Chain in 1004. It is now owned by the 
borough of Lansdale, whereon they 
have their disposal plant. The house 
has been demolished. 



Harold Wilson Aealdence 

John and David Davis divided the 
remainder of the farm .among. them
selves. The southern end, now the Wil
son residence, was conveyed to John 
Davis, nine acres, in 1820. This was 
sold to Eli Loux in 1861. He sold it to 
Michael Delp in 1864. He later made 
an assignment for the benefit of his 
creditors. It was then sold to Thomas 
Wilson in 1878. His son, Harold, then 
became the owner in 1936, the present 
owner. The Werner Foundry is lo
cated on this tract. 

The Dirk, Farm 

The northeastern part of this 210-
acre tract, Thomas Davis sold to John 
Edwards, 106 acres, in 1764. This ex
tended from about where John Freed 
residence is to near the Cowpath road. 
In the same year Edwards granted 
seventy-two acres to John Hoxworth. 
He sold the same to Peter Hoxworth 
in 1761. Then his administrator, John 
Jenkins, sold it to son, Peter Hox
worth, fifty-two acres. This was the 
central part of this tract. He sold it 
to Israel Hoxworth in 1807. He sold it 
to David Ruth in 1811. He sold it to 
Robert Polk in 1814. He sold it to 
Samuel Keller in 1836, now sixty 
acres. The administrators of Keller 
sold to Philip Hartman in 1866. He 
sold it to Joseph Loveridge in 1866. 
He sold it to Jeffer Melvin1 of Phila
delphia, in 1866. He sold tt to John 
Rist the same year. He sold it to 
Louisa Holmes, wife of Jesse Holmes, 
of New Jersey in 1807. She sold seven
teen ncres to Dr. S. C. Moyer whereon 
ho erected a building. 

The other of the northeast end, 
forty-three acres, she sold to Joel G. 
Clemmer in 1896. This was ttul farm 
wHh the buiJdlng. He sold this farm 
to Dr. S. C. l\foye1· In 1808. After his 
death his heirs sold the sume to Ednn 
Smires. She sold it to Maurice Ham
met· in 1020. He sold it to Peter Car
roll in 1927. His heirs then sold it to 
Samuel Bowen, Jr. He sold it to Cyril 
Dirks in 1942, tho present owner. 

John Freed', Realdence 

These twenty-four acres were sold 
to Peter Hoxworth No. 1, fn 1762. He 
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sold it· . to Peter · Hoxworth, ·2nd, in 
-1767. He sold it to Peter Hoxworth, 
3rd, in 1806. His heirs sold it to John 
Snyder, of Upper Saucon, in 1862. 
John Kindig, his administrator, then 
sold to John George Kostenbader in 
1864. He sold it to Daniel Harkness 
in 1866. He sold it to Charles Stetson 
in 1874. He sold it to William S. Krier 
in 1881. His administrators sold it to 
Rebecca Krier in 1892. She sold it to 
Joseph M. Gerhart in 1894. Clara Ger
hart sold it to John A. Freed in 1918, 
the present owner. 

Karl Richter Farm 

This was the extreme northeastern 
part of the West plantation. Thomas 
Davis devised this tract to son, David 
Davis, by his will in 1777. This tract 
was along the Cowpath. The adminis
trators of David Davis sold this tract 
to John Davis and Henry Bookhamer 
as tenants in common in 1820. Book. 
hamer then sold it to PhiUp Still
wagon in 1828. He sold it to Henry 
Childs in 1837. He sold it to Joseph 
Saunders in 1888i twenty-five acres. 
He sold it to Wi Ham Loveridge, of 
Philadelphia, in 1889, a blacksmith. 
His heirs then sold it to John Ever
hart, of Philadelphia, in 1864. He 
sold to William Robins in 1866. He 
sold to Amelia Thorbeck in 1876. 
Sheriff Jacob Tyson to John Miller 
in 1879. 

He dold it to Conrad Smith in 1881. 
After his death the sheriff seized it 
and soM to Anna Glenworth in 1904. 
She sold to George Allen in 1906. He 
sold it to Harriet Marshall in 1909. 
She sold it to John Kennedy in 1912. 
The sheriff seized it and sold it to 
Mai-garetta Holly in 19313. She llold it 
to Walter Klader, the same year. He 
sold it to Samuel Eiseman in 1989. 
Walter Klader sold it the second time 
to Karl Richter in 19,\1. 

The Breael f'arm, the 

former Fred ,Schwab'• 

This came f.rom the John Hoxworth 
farm which he had received from 
Peter Hoxworth, John Hoxworth died 
intestate in 1791. Then his son, Ed· 
ward, purchast•d it from the other 
heirs. The admfnfstntors of the game 



82 HISTORY OF HATFIELD 

then sold it to JRcob F. Lambert and 
Charles Wampold in 1861. They sold 
it to John Mfller in 1862. His executor 
then sold it to Thomas Sabolt. He sold 
it to Frederick Schwab, Sr., in 1866. 

His heirs then sold it to Frederick 
Schwab, Jr., in 1908. It was occupied 
by him since the death of his father. 
He sold ft to Emil Bresel in 1924. 

THE SOUTHERN CORNER 

The Loaan Tract 

William Penn granted a tract of 
400 acres to Samuel Carpenter in 
1709. This was located adjoining the 
West plantation, on the southeast, 
beginning at Main street, Lansdale 
Borough, thence northeast along 
Moyer's road to Cowpath road, thence 
southeast to township line, thence 
along said line southwest to Main 
street, thence along Main street north
west to beginning. Carpenter conveyed 
this tract to James Logan, of Phila
delphia, in 17ll. Logan divided this 
tract in two lengthwise in 1727. 

The boundaries of the upper por
tion were beginning about where Wal
nut street is in Lansdale, thence 
northwest along Main street to about 
where Mitchell avenue is, thence 
northeast to Cowpath road, thence 
southeast to about where Walnut 
street is, thence southwest to begin
ning. This tract was divided about 
1760 by selling the southwest portion 
of 100 acres and the northeast part 
was sold to Edward Lewis. The cen
tral portion was sold by James Lo
gan, Sr., to James Loganl Jr., in 1749. 
He sold it to Enoch M lier in 1792. 
The northeast part of the Logan tract, 
which was sold to Edward Lewis be
came the property of his daughter 
Sussana, after his death. She married 
Morris Thomas. He was deceased be
fore 1760. His widow survived him. 
She remaf ned here the remainder of 
her life. She died in 1797. She be
queathed her farm of 180 acres to her 
son, Isaiah Thomas. Thia f ncluded the 
Vetter property which was about fifty 
acrP.s at that time, the Sanford Tay. 
lor and Spencera and the Summa 
properties. 

The Eaarle Hotel 

The present Sanford Taylor farm. 
lsniah Thomas received this 180-acre 
farm by his mother's will in 1797. He 
was granted a liquor license in 1802. 
He was a license holder up to 1819 
and also owner of the plantation. It 
appears that he made his own whis
key, for he was assessed with two 
stills in 1806, one of thirty-seven and 
one-half gallons and one of thirty 
gallons. After that date ho was as
sessed with one stilJ up to 1813. The 
next year (1814) he was again as
sessed with two stills. None assessed 
after that date. 

It seems this was not a paying busi
ness, as the Sheriff, Justus Scheetz, 
seized the property and sold it to 
Evan Jones, Thomas Morgan, and 
Frederick Knipe as tenants in com
mon in 1819. During their ownership 
they sold forty-six acres. The remain
ing 106 acres Evan Jones and Fred
erick Knipe sold their share to 
Thomas Morgan in 1820. He sold part 
of it to George Adam Bernhart In 
1821, who was nlso llccnse holder dur
ing his ownership. He sold ft co Peter 
Conver in 1823. After his deati, the 
executors sold to Abraham Keller ha 
1831 who on same date transfori-ed it 
to Benjamin Conver. The next year 
Conver sold it to William Snare now 
containing flfty-thrco acres (in 1832). 
Snare to George Garner in 1883. Ho 
Rold it to John Hackman in 1888, now 
twenty acres. He sold it to Enos A. 
Jenkins In 1846. Sheriff Boyer seized 
the property and sold to Duvid Acuff, 
of Montgomery township, in 1847, 
who sold to Enos Lukens, of Hatftc!d, 
the same year. 



HISTORY OF HATFIELD 88 

He soon died afterward, for the ad
ministrators, Sarah Lukens and Wil
liam Lukens, sold it to Enos Ruth in 
1849. The landlord was Jacob Stover 
in 1848. Ruth sold it the same year to 
William Lukens, of Towamencin 
township, and Charles White, of Gwy
nedd township, as tenants in common. 
They sold it back to David Acuff in 
1863. The landlord was Francis Kile 
from 1849 to 1861. He afterwards 
was elected Sheriff of Montgomery 
County in 1860. He later purchased 
the Montgomeryville Hotel. After the 
death of Acuff the executors sold it 
to William Mfchner in 1868. Daniel 
Ridenaur was landlord from 1867 to 
1869. 

The lfoense then was transferred to 
John Preston in 1860 who transferred 
to Charles Pre~ton in 1861, transfer
red to Joseph Newbold in 1862 to 
1868. The next year (1864) Michner 
sold it to Jesse Allebach. It was then 
discontinued as a hotel. He lived here 
the remainder of his life. After his 
death it was bought by his son, Amos 
O. Allebach, in 1890, containing 
twenty acres. After his death the 
executors sold the same to Matilda 
Conner widow in 1981. After her 
death the executor, Robert Conner, to 
Sanford Taylor in 1941, the present 
owner. The present stone house was 
built by Jesse Allebach. The former 
house was also of stone, one story 
high and ls said was built by Isaiah 
Thomas in 1800. 

Emil Vetter Realdence 

Thomas Morgan retained fifty-three 
acres from the Thomas Tavern prop
erty. This he sold to Samuel Snyder 
in 1886. He sold to Jacob Kile in 1846. 
John Kile sold ft to Samuel Effrig in 
1898, who conducted a pork packing 
business In Lansdale. Sheriff John 
Simpson seized all the properties of 
Eff'rfg ond sold this to Louis Childs, 
an attorney, of Norristown, in 1896. 
He sold ft to John N. Jacobs in 1897. 
He sold it to William Albrecht the 
same year. He sold ft to Horace Er
vin, also the same yearl now contain
ing thirty acres. He so d it the same 
year to Hannah Reger. 

It ,,as then divided into building 
lots, the lot wf th building was sold to 
John Murphy in 1898. Eleanor Mur-

phy sold it to Charles McLaughlin in 
1926. He sold it to Emil Vetter in 
1981, the present owner, 

Georae Summ E1tate 

George Garner, who wns the owner 
of the Eagles Tavern property, de
tached thirty-three acres from his 
farm and sold it to Enos L. Hox
worth in 1838. He sold it to Jacob 
Cliffton the same year. He sold it to 
Daniel Boileau . in 1846, fourteen 
acres. He sold it to William D. Rosen
berger f n 1848. He sold it to Thomas 
Martin in 1858~ He sold it to Seneca 
L. Morris in 1856. He sold to Oscar 
Bohme in 1866. He sold to Elizabeth 
Figgins, of Philadelphia, the same 
year. She sold to Henry Beyer in 
1867, who owned the adjoining f~rm. 
He sold it to John M. Harley in 1869. 
He sold to William Gilmore, of Phila
delphia, in 1872. He sold it to George 
Gibson, of Philadelphia, the same 
year. 

In 1874 the sheriff seized this prop
erty and the adjoining farm for debts 
against Henry Beyer, a former own
er, and sold both to Thomas Tasker. 
He sold both properties to Sarah Cur
tis in 1877. William Curtis then sold 
this corner property to Eliza Lovett, 
wife of Joseph Lovett, and Lucie Bar
biere, wife of Joseph Barbiere, as 
tenants in common in 1882. Joseph 
Barbiere then sold it to Emma Summ, 
wife of Charles Summ, in 1886. After 
her death her husband became the 
owner. After his death, it was sold by 
the executors to George Summ in 
1987. His estate is owner of it at 
present. 

Spencer Reaidence 

This was detached from the Summ 
property. Jacob Cliffton, who was the 
owner at thnt time, sold thirteen 
acres to Jacob Bender in 1847. He 
established a tannery here. He sold 
the snme to John Kline in 1852. After 
his death, his widow, Caroline Kline, 
sold it to William Smith f n 1856. 
Sheriff' John M. Stauffer seized the 
same and sold it back to Mrs. Kline, 
!\larch 2nd, 1860. She sold it the next 
day to Henry Beyer, who was the 
owner of the Seiz farm. He sold the 
same with four acres to Frederick 
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Holsopplt.> in 1864. He later made an 
assignment for the benefit of his 
creditors. Joseph Angeny, the assi4'
nee, then sold it to Aa1·on Wagner m 
1875. He sold it the same year to 
,foseph Conver. The tannery was then 
dh1~ontinued. The heirs of Conver 
then sold to Ralph Convet·, a grand
son, in 1926. He sold it to Harry 
Schultz in 1931. He sold it to Ray
mond Webb the same year. He con
veyed it to North Penn Building and 
Loan in 1936. They sold it to l.1illian 
Spencer the same year, the present 
owner. 

Anna Rowland Re,ldence 

This house was built by Amos Alle
bach. Here was a stone qunny that 
Jesse Allebach operated for awhile. 
After his death Amos bought his 
father's place and sold his residence 
to Enos Yoder in 1890. After his death 
the widow became the owner. Susie 
Yoder sold the snme to Katherine 
Tyson in 1918. She sold it to Amos 
O. Allebach and M. Florence Gillin
der, trustees, in 1919. The trustees 
then sold it to Anna Rowland in 1920, 
the present owner. 

Fred Seiz Farm 

This was part of the Enoch Miller 
tract of 163 acres. Sheriff Boyer 
seized the same and sold to Evans 
Jones and Cadwalader Foulke in 1823, 
guardian of the minor children of 
Henry J<,nes deceased, They sold it to 
Israel Hoxworth the same yeor. He 
had no children, After his death a 
relative\ Benjamin Lee, of Philadel
phia, so d it to Abraham Ruth in 1827. 
He died and his widow, Isabelle Ruth, 
sold it to Peter Custer, forty-three 
acres in 1838. He sold it to Daniel 
Boileau in 1846. He sold it back to 
Custer again in 1848. Custer sold it 
to Henry F. Beyer in 1866. He built 
the present house about 1863, He sold 
the farm to Edwin Harley in 18G9. In 
1874 the sheriff seized the pi-operty 
for debts against Henry Boyer and 
sold it to Thomae Tasker. He sold it 
to Sarah Curtis in 1877. William Cur
tis sold it to Abigail Tyson in 18'79. 
Nathan Tyson then sold it to George 
Dannehower in 1894. His heirs sold it 
to James Brady in 1000. He sold it 

to Harry Scholl in 1912. He sold it to 
Fred Seiz in 1914, the present owner. 

The former Sehera Farm 

This was the central part of the 
Enoch &Hiler trnct of 163 acrt!s, pur
chased from Jameo Logan. Miller sold 
to Peter Hoxworth forty-one -acres in 
1799. He sold to lsruel Tennis in 1827. 
He had married an adopted daughte•· 
of Israel Hoxworth. Tennis sold to 
Silas Garner in 1830. He sold to Wil
liam Gilbert in 1843. He sold to Anton 
Sehers in 1847. He sold to Antonia 
Sehcrs in 1862. The farm later was 
divided, a part was sold to Rudolph 
SehPrs, whereon he built a hous11 and 
made a premises here. The other part 
was sold to Albert Sehers. The last 
twc•nty years a number of houses have 
been built on this tract. 

The former Harry D. Godahall 

and the Sorver Farm 

This was the southwest portion of 
the Logan tract. At a dnte which I 
have not been able to nscertain, Ben
jamin Rosenbet-gcr purchased 106 
acres from thhi Logan tract. 'l'hls ex
tended from Main street, northeast to 
about where Eighth stt·cct ls. He sold 
this to Solomon Sell, of Roxborough, 
f n 1760. He sold it to Jacob Sorver in 
1763. 

In 1784 he purchased twenty acres 
on the northeast side of Eighth street. 
He sold the farm to his son, Philip 
Sorver, in 1790. He bClught ndditionnl 
acres from Peter Hoxworth, making 
his plantation 131 ncrcs. He bequeath
tid this farm to his daughter, Mar
garet, who had married Edward Jen
kins. He sold the northeast part of 
this tract to John Jenkins in 1834. He 
sold it to Abraham H. Cassel, of 
Lower Salford township, in 1864. He 
sold it to Heinrich Hopple in 1866. 
The heirs sold the fnrm to Hnrry D. 
Godshall in 1912. He sold it to Subur
ban Realty Company, fifty-six acres 
in 1926, 

Margaret Jenkins sold from the 
southwest end of her farm forty-eight 
acres to the North Pennsylvania Rail
road Company in 1861. The remain
ing part of this farm wns sold by 
CharJes Mathews to Philip S. Jenkins 
in 1872, forty-eight acres, He sold it 
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to Chloe Sutton in 1881, It was next 
sold to Mrs. Esther Edgerton in 1883, 
forty-four acres. Nathan Edgerton 
then sold it to Charles Henry Quarles 
in 1891. It is now built up with 
dwellings. 

The Former Clifton Farm 

This was a part of the southwest 
end of the Logan tract which James 
Logan, Sr., devised to his son, James 
Logan, Jr.1 in 1749. He conveyed it to 
Enoch Mi1ler in 1792. He sold forty 
acres to Peter Hoxworth, Sr., in 1800, 
for £800. He sold the same to son, 
Peter Hoxworth, Jr., in 1806. His son, 
Jesse Hoxworth, sold it to Allen Ten
nis in 1881. He sold it to John George 
Earnst in 1833. He sold it to John 
Cliffton in 1886. Cliffton came from 
Kingwood township, Hunterton Coun
ty, New Jerser, and learned the trade 
of tanner at Quakertown. While here 
he became acquainted with the Hox
worth f amity and then married Peter 
Hoxworth, Jr.'s daughter. The boun
dary of this farm were beginning 
about where Third street is border
ing the Bucheimer's tract on the 
northwest, thence northeast to a short 
distance on the other side of the 
Perkins Glue Company's factory, 
thence southwest in line of about 
Richardson avenue to Third street, 
thence northwest to beginning. When 
the railroad was built a portion of 
this farm was on the enst side, This 
was also divided by the cross road 
which is now Cannon avenue, Lans
dale Borough. John Cliffton devised 
this farm to his children, Henry and 
Sarah Cliffton, in 1878. Sarah sold her 
share to Henry, who owned it up to 
the time of his death in 1.899. 

Perkin• Glue Work• 

This part of the Cliffton farm was 
sold by Henry Cliffton, three ·acres, to 
Frederick Souder in 1889. He erected 
n feed and hny house and conl yard 
here, which he conducted for some 
time. In 1899 his hay house and feed 
store was destroyed by fire. He then 
used the material and built the block 
houses on Cannon avenue on the 
northwest side. He then erected a hay 
house on the east side of the brook, 
where he conducted a hay bailing 
business for some time. In 1909 he 

sold this tract to Perkins Glue Com
pany. 

The Former Scholl'• Brick Works 

Henry Cliffton sold the lower tract 
on the east side of the railroad, seven 
acres to Seth Scholl in 1890. Here he 
operated a brickyard for some time. 
It is now neal'ly all built up with 
dwellings. Henry Cliffton died in 
1899, survived by his widow, who died 
in 1904. This part of the farm lying 
on the west side of the railroad was 
then divided into building lots, by his 
heirs. The farm buldings were located 
about where the Hajoca foundry 
now is. 

The Lower Part of the Logan Tract 

This was sold to Joseph Tucker by 
James Logan in 1'127. The boundaries 
were beginning at Main street, Lans
dale, thence northeast along Walnut 
street, to Cowpath road, thence south
east to Montgomery township line 
thence southwest to Main street, 
thence northwest to beginning. This 
tract was sold by Tucker to Jenkin 
Jenkins in 1730, 360 acres. The Jen
kins cnme from Wales. They arrived 
in 1729, He divided the plantation by 
selling the southwest end to his son, 
John Jenkins, 100 acres. 

John Jenkins sold the same to Peter 
Hauksworth in 1749. He sold it to 
John Hauksworth in 1700. He died 
intestate, leaving three sons nnd four 
daughters. The sons were Edward, 
John nnd Peter. TheRe heirs trans
ferred their share to Edward in 1791. 
He died intestate in 1846. The heirs 
then sold it to Jacob Lambert, M.D., 
and Charle11 Wampole, seventy-five 
acres in 1861. They sold it to John 
Miller in 1862. His executor, Thomas 
Saboldt, sold it to George Neunhoffer, 
in 1866. Catherine Neuenhoffer, the 
widow, sold to George Neunhoffer, 
Jr., in 1808. This is now all built up 
by dwellings. 

Ellaha Harri, Residence 

The northeast part of the Jenkins 
plantation. Jenkin Jenkins, Sr., made 
hhi will, bequeathing his plantation of 
200 acres to his son!. Jenkin Jenkins, 
Jr., and his issue. He had one son, 
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David, and three daughters, Hannah 
(unmarried), Eleanor (married to 
John McPherson), Elizabeth (married 
to John Banes). Jenkin Jenkins, Jr., 
did not alter his father's will, and it 
the ref ore descended to his children. 
David died unmarried in 1806. It then 
descended to his sisters, Hannah Jen
kins, Elizabeth Banes, and Eleanor 
McPherson. Hannah died in 1826, 
then the two remaining sisters sold it 
to Jesse Banes in 1829. He sold it the 
same year to Peter Beans. He sold it 
to Abraham Cassel in 1833. He sold to 
Wilson Dance in 1838. His adminis
trators sold it to James White in 
1846. He sold it to Anne Manuel in 
1851, seventy-six acres. Her executor, 
George Corson, sold it to Thomas and 
Henry Manuel in 1881. They divided 
the same into building lots. After the 
death of Thomas they were awarded 
to Henry Manuel in 1906. He sold 
them to Edgar Williams in 1916. He 
sold it to Elisha Harris in 1921. 

The Ma1lnni1 Reaidenco 

The three daughters, mer. tioned 

previous, who inherited the northeast 
part of their father's farm, detached 
a part, bordering on the Cowpath, 
and sold it to James Harmer in 1808. 
He sold it to Isaac Shoemaker, of 
Skippac1:, thirty-four acres, in 1818. 
He sold it to Christian Benner in 1814. 
The sheriff' seized the property of 
Benner in 1821 and sold it to Barnard 
Bayley, of Philadelphia. He sold it to 
Henry Slight in 1825. He sold it to 
John Gutshall in 1829. His executor, 
John Jenkins, sold it to Gottlieb 
Brecht in 1846. He sold it to Lucns 
Nagle and Michael Gansheimer in 
1848. Gansheimer then sold his share 
to Nagle in 1849. Nagle then sold the 
same to George Nuss, of Lower Sal
ford, in 1854. He sold it to Charles 
Feusner, of Philadelphia, in 1859. He 
sold to Alexander Feusner in 1905. 
He sold to Ella Wixson in 1906. She 
sold to Charles Mueller in 1911. He 
sold to Walter Ivins in 1913. He sold 
to Richard Schweder, of Philadelphia, 
in 1928. He sold to Albert Bauhaus, 
of New Jersey, in 1988. He sold to 
Lord Maginniss, of Philadelphia, in 
1941, the present owner. 
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THE CENTRAL PART OF HATFIELD 

The Allman Farm 

A patent for a farm in Hatfield 
township containing 100 acres, as by 
warrant and survey in the Surveyor 
General's office, and thence certified 
to the secretary's office, will fully ap
pear and Solomon Hopton and wife, 
by deed dated second day of Septem
ber, 1740, sold the same to Edward 
Magine's, of Hatfield, and the same 
by en<lorsed deed dated March 31, 
1742, sold the same to Peter Huns
berger in fee and the tmme the 16th 
of March, 1748, to George Pickuld 
who then died intestate. The heirs 
then sold to their brother, Burkart 
Piculd, in 1766, who sold to Paul Del
gart the same year. Amos Jones sold 
to Paul Delgart, fifteen acres, ad
joining the 100 acres in 1764 making a 
total of 116 acres, Thie fifteen-acre 
tract is now owned by Mary Derstlne, 
daughter of John R. Kindig, the form
er owner, Mr. Worman, Mr. Mus
grave, Mr. Javorke, Mr. Couter, 
Charles Lcatherman1 and Hoehn Bros. 

The sheriff seizea the property of 
Delgart and sold to John Shellen
berger in 1768. The same sold to 
Charles Shellenberger in 1778 who 
then sold to Christopher Snyder in 
1798 who next sold to Jacob Huns
berger in 1796. This ~lantatfon in
cluded the Harold Eyre s, the former 
Daniel Shank's, Noah Kramer's and 
Frank Werner's properties. 

After Hunsberger'1:1 death the heirs 
sold to John Delp, who immediately 
transferred it to Isaac Hunsberger, a 
son, in 1844. The administrators of 
the same to Harvey Rosenberger in 
1902, who sold to Chester Angle in 
1912 'Nho then conveyed to Allman 
and Bordin in 1924. Allman is now the 
present owner. Recently a number of 
building lots have been sold and 
houses erected thereon. 

Frank Werner and 

Noah Kramer Reaidence 

Christopher Snyder, who bought the 
Allman farm in 1793, sold the main 
farm to Jacob Hunsberger which is 
mentioned above, He sold this part 
of the farm to Robert Ferrin in 1796. 
He sold it to John Waters in 1812. 
After his death it was sold to his eld
est son, Lewis Waters, twenty-four 
acres in 1844. He sold it to Abraham 
Moyer in 1846. It was next transfer
red to his brother, Isaac Moyer, in 
1807. After his death his widow sold 
to Henry Kindig in 1894. He built 
the mansion in the woods. After Kin
dig's death his executor, Marvin Kin
dig, sold the same to Catherine Wer
ner, wife of Frank Werner, in 1922, 
the present owner. 

Noah Kramer Reaidence 

Hore was sold fourteen acres to 
Lewis Waters in 1842. He sold it to 
Charles Winkle In the same year. He 
sold to William Stiner, of Lower Sal
ford, in 1848, to Jonas Reed in 1879, 
to Louisa Hfllpot, wife of Jacob HUI
pot, in 1900, to Hannah Sandel in 
1907, to Frank Spengel in 1908, to 
Noah Kramer in 1920, tho present 
owner, There has been a number of 
dwellings built on same in the last 
twenty years. 

The Former Daniel Shank'• Farm 

This Was p~rt · of the Hunsberger 
farm. It was detached in 1845 and 
conveyed to Joseph Crouthamel, who 
had married Jacob Hunsberger's 
daughter Lydia. He was the grand
father of Jacob Crouthamel, Jr., yet 
living in Hatfield Borough, He built 
tho brick part of the house in 1868. 
He died two years later. In 1861 the 
widow, Lydia Crouthamel, sold to 
John Allebach ·forty-one acres, who 
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the same year sold eight acres to 
Jonas Loh. This is now owned by 
Charles Wireman. In 1868 Allebach 
sold the farm to Samuel Wismer, 
thirty-three acres, who sold to Jesse · 
Aikens in 1866. The same to Abraham 
S. Rosenberger in 1872, who convey
ed to Ross Griffin in 1912, who sold 
to Daniel Shank in 1922, who then 
built many houses on the same now 
owned by different owners. The barn 
was destrC\yed by fire during Shank's 
ownership. The farmhouse and thir
teen acres in 1927, Shank sold to Wil
liam Lackner. The sheriff next sold 
It to Ambler Building and Loan As
sociation in 1988, who sold to George 
Voght in 1984. He sold to Charles 
Heldeth in 1986 who sold to Walter 
Roach in 1988, the present owner, 
now containing eight acres. 

Harold Eyre, Formerly 

Brennan Farm 

This was part of the Hunsberger 
farm. Daniel Price, who had married 
Jacob Hunsberger's daughter, Eliza
beth, bought it from the administra
tors in 1844. Then the administrators 
of Price which was his son Caleb, 
who had moved to Ohio, sold the same 
to Abram Nice, who's wife was a 
daughter of Daniel Price. In 1866 the 
administre.tor of Nfcet.. who was the 
widow, solt.1 to Jacob 1(, Hunsberger, 
who next sold to Michael Brennan in 
1892. Jane Brennan, the widow, then 
sold to Charles Heyer, of New York 
State, in 1911. Mrs. Heyer, the widow, 
sold to Joseph Ralph Koffel, who then 
sold to Henry Swartlef in 1927. The 
same to John Emory Vise the same 
year, Wise to Robert '1·aylor in 1£129, 
Taylor to Ambler Building and Loan 
Association in 1988, who sold to John 
Rorer in 1984, Rorer to Harry Witt 
in 1986h Witt to Howard Monteigh in 
1987 t e same to Harold Eyre, of 
Baltimore, Maryland, in 1941, the 
present owner. 

The Late Adam Outhier Farm 

This farm of 100 acres comprised 
all the properties from the South Hat
field Store property down Main ntreet 
to Orvilla road, southwest to Noah 
Kramer's farm, thence norihwest to 

the properties on Vine street, thence 
northeast to Main street, 

Being the same premises which 
James Dunn and Tamer, hie wife, 
granted to Pt!ter ·King in 1762. John 
Funk and Catherine King, executors 
of Peter King, sold to Peter Benner, 
Sr., 100 acres in 1794. His adminis
trators sold it to Jonathan Zane in 
1828, eighty-four acres, He sold it to 
Joel Oberholtzer, eighty acres in 1829. 
He sold it to George Moyer In 1887, 
forty acres. The heirs to George M. 
Moyer, a son of the former, in 1874. 
He built the present house and barn. 
He later made an assignment for the 
benefit of his creditors. The assignee, 
George D. Alderfer, sold it to Morris 
Hildebrand in 1894. He sold it to 
Adam Outhier in 1901. After his death 
it was sold by his executor to Mae 
Kital and Jacob Wossel in 1989, now 
containing twenty-four acres. 

William Sh·ouae Realdence 

A part of the Benner farm. Petek' 
Benner, Sr,, sold thirteen acres to 
Peter Benner, Jr., a weaver, in 1816. 
The sheriff seized the property aud 
sold it to Isaac Wisler in 1828. He 
sold ft to John Griffin in 1880. He 
sold ft to Samuel Conver, Sr., in 18-ll, 
He sold it to his son, Samuel B. Con
ver, in 1872, He built a planing mill 
and conducted it for some ti me. It 
was destroyed by fire and not rebuilt. 
Conver then located in Lansdale in 
1878, where he built another planfnk' 
mill at north corner Main and Rich
ardson avenue, where he operated it 
until that caught fire and was con
sumed. Conver then sold the Hatfield 
lot back to his father in 1878. Samuel 
Conver, Sr., next sold it to Jacob H. 
Crouthamel in 1880. He sold ft to 
Joseph Davis, the house and five acres1 in 1887. After his death the heirs sola 
ft to Samuel B. Conver, a former 
owner, in 1911. After his death, Sus
anna Conver, his widow, sold ft to 
George Smith in 1917. He sold to 
Philip Erwin Harfn_g in 1920. He 
died shortly after. Then the Penn
Trust Company sold it to Charles 
Myers in 1921, who sold it to Rudolph 
Benkert the same year. Ho sold it to 
William Strouse in 1926, four acres, 
the present owner. 
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The Herman Behr Realclence 

George Moyer, Sr., sold four acres 
to Jacob Yeakle in 1861. He had bulld
inga er~ted. The heirs of the same 
sold to William Fisher in 1884. He 
built an addition and made a double 
dwellf ng of same. Fisher then sold to 
Charles J. Herbster in 1905. Mary 
Herbster sold the snme to Herman 
Behr in 1921, the present owner. 

The Late Adam Guthler Reaidence 

Jonathan Zane, the owner of the 
adjoining farm which he had pur
chased in 1828. This he sold the next 
year. He retained ten acres where he 
had buildings erected and made a 
premises here. This he sold to Henry 
Gehman in 1884, of Skippack. He sold 
it to John Apple in 1840. He sold to 

Anthony Althouse in 1870. He sold 
to Frank R. Heckler in 1874. He died 
of a stroke while driving along the 
road in front of what is now WaJJacP 
Derstlne's - house,· October 25, l~'i8. 
The administrators then sold the 
property to Adam Outhier in 1879. 
He later built two double houses on 
the premises. 

OUver Kinckiner Farm 

Joel Oberholtzer retained twenty
seven acres when he sold the upper 
portion to George Moyer in 1887 
where he Jived then. This he sold In 
1839 to David Davis. His adminis
trators sold the same to Joseph Kin
dig in 1848, now containing nineteen 
acres. He sold it to Joel Rosenberger 
in 1852. He sold it to Oliver Kinckiner 
in 1898, the present owner. 
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NORTHEASTERN CORNER OF TOWNSHIP 

The Morrla Tract 

In 1682 William Penn granted a 
tract of land in this region, 6,000 
acres to Thomas Harley, of London. 
After his death it was conveyed to 
Thomas Fairman in 1699. In 1702 half 
of this grant was conveyed to John 
Morris, 2,600 acres, We wish to men• 
tion here that these land jobbers did 
not always take up all of said 6,000 
acres in one section. Sometimes they 
took part in one township and the 
other in another township until the 
6,000 acres were conveyed to them. 
This Morris tract included all the 
properties which lie between the 
County Line and Cowpath road from 
the Cross road at Unionville down to 
Montgomery township, Of this tract 
Morris sold 600 acres to Richard 1'ay. 
lor in 1706. 

This included the properties from 
the Cross road above the Dunkard 
Meeting House down Cowpath road 
to Township line. The former Howe 
farm, Frank Munzinger's and others. 
This was the southwestern part of 
the Morris tract. In the same year 
Morris sold 262 acres to Thomas 
David. This included the properties 
from the Cross road above the Dunk
ard Meeting House up the Cowpath 
road then across to Union street over 
to Isaiah Landis farm, thence south• 
east to the Cross road mentioned. 

Thomas David then granted of this 
tract 126 acres to Thomas Rans• 
worthy. He conveyed the same to 
Christopher Topham in 1710 and 
Thomas David sold the other part 
of the 262 acres to Topham in 1712. 
He sold the whole tract to James Por• 
hues in 1721. He devised it by will in 
two shares, the upper part to Edward 
Warner, the lower to Joseph Fox. The 
Warner tract was for maintenance 
for his slave, JackL during his life. 
The other tract of 1t·ox for his slave, 
Maria, during her life, after these 
terms were complied with Warner 
sold his 126 acres to Fox in 17 43. All 

these owners V'N'e residents of Phila• 
delphia. Fox ti1en sold this b'act of 
262 acres to Samuel Musselman, a 
Mennonite, in 1762. Another tract 
which John Morris disposed of during 
his life was adjoining northeast of 
the Taylor tract, 260 acres. It ex
tended between the Cross road above 
Line Lexington and Cross road at 
Trewigtown extending northeast to 
about where Fricks burial lot is. 
Morris sold this to William Bevan in 
1702. He sold it to his son-in-law, 
Abraham Free, in 1786. He died in 
1788. 

It is doubtful if either had lived 
here. In 1740 this tract was sold to 
Jacob Shooter whose residence was 
the former Martin farm now owned 
by Elwood Biggs. He had first bou11ht 
126 acres northeast of this tract this 
extending from the Cross road below 
Line Lexington to Cross road at 
Trewigtown. This he purchased in 
1789 from Kinnersly. The remaining 
1,000 acres, John Morris bequeathed 
to his nephews, James, Richard, and 
John Morris. They sold it to Ebene
zer Kinnersly in 1784. He then sold 
it to various parties. ThiR tract lay 
along the County Line northeast of 
the Warner and Taylor tract. From 
the Cross road at Unionville down to 
township line. 

John Bolton'• Farrn and Max Oa and 

a number of amaller propertlea, 

formerly a Roaenberaer Plantation 

Daniel Rosenberger, nn immigrant, 
bought 200 acres from Ebenezer Kin• 
nersley, bcf ng a part of the Morris 
patent. This purchase was made in 
1740. Later he bought another tract 
of 169 ncres in 1769. These 369 acres 
compri!ied all the present farms of 
John Bolton, Max Os and Isaiah 
Landis, Unionville Hotel, F. R. wn. 
Uams, and numerous smaller proper
ties. The last tract which Daniel 
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Rosenberger bought was first pur
chased by Henry Funk, a Mennonite 
Bishop, of Franconia township, in 
1788 o.f Kinnersley. 

After the death of Funk which oc
curred in 1760, the executors, John 
and Christian Funk, sold this tract in 
1761 to Jacob B,:ur, a son-in-Jaw of 
Henry Funk, v ho sold in 1763 to 
John Yellis, of 7.'owamencin township. 
Funk was never naturalized and Bear 
also refused t<. be naturalized. He 
therefore procurt.·,J a patent and then 
sold it the same yeu;;- t~ u~orge Krie~ 
be), of Upper Milford, who sold it tt, 
Daniel Rosenberger in 1769. 

After Rosenberger's death, which 
occurred in 1771, the plantation was 
divided between his two sons. David 
received the upper portion which is 
now the residence of John Bolton, who 
built a new house in 1780. The date 
stone of this house has been pre
served and is in the cellarway of the 
present house. It bears the initials 
D. R. B. standing for David Rosen 
Berger. According to the Rosenberger 
History he had married a daughter of 
Christian Funk, a Mennonite Bishop. 
His children were Christian, David, 
Philip, Abraham, and Daniel, Eliza
beth and Mary Ann. By a second 
marriage, Susanna, John, Henry, 
Froney, and Valentine, He devised the 
farm to two of his sons, the homestead 
to his son, Henry, 109 acres. He had 
sons, George, David, Aaron, Josiah, 
Simon and Enos. Henry died in 1866. 
The heirs of Henry sold the farm to 
Aaron in 1866 for $9,860. In 1880 he 
sold the farm to Jocob M. Allebach 
who bought it for his son-in-law, 
Henry RosenbP.rger, who then con
ducted it. He was a son of Aaron. 
Hem·y was a doctor. 

DR. HENRY D. ROSENBERGER 
OF HATFIELD. PA. 

Dr. Henry D. Rosenberger was born 
February 8, 1852, on the old home
stead in Hatfield Township. He at
tended tho township school in the 
Winter-only about one-half of the 
sessions, as in the faJl he had to wol'k 
on his father's farm. In the Spring of 
1872, he attended Washington Col
legiate Institute, at Trappe, Pa., tak
ing a ten-weeks' course. Prof. A. 
Rambo was principal at the time. In 

the Winter of 1872-78 he taught 
Hickory Grove School, in Hatfield 
Township. 

In the Spring of 1878 he commenced 
reading medicine in the office of his 
uncle, Dr. Isaac Detweiler. The fol
lowing November he entered Hahne
rnann Medical College, of Philadel
phia, graduating in March 1876. The 
f ol1owing summer he practiced medi
cine with his preceptor, Dr. Detweiler, 
at Lawndole, now Silverdale, Bucks 
County. On January 1, 1876, he start
ed to practice in the village of New 
Britain, Pa., and in three years had 
gained a good practice. In the Spring 
of 1879, finding that mental labor 
would no longer 1wree with him, he 
abandoned the medical profession and 
went to farming, moving on his 
father's farm. 

The subject of this sketch was mar
ried December 16, 1875, to .Miss l\lary 
A., oldest doughter of Jacob M. Alle
bach, of Skippack. They have one 
daughter, Emma Estella, born April 
16, 1877. 

In 1894 the sheriff seized the real 
e.~tate of Jacob M. Allebach and sold 
it to John Pennepacke1·, of Schwenks
ville. Henry Rosenberger, M.D., then 
went to Dr, S. C. Moyer, of Lansdale 
and assisted him in his practice. Late; 
he went to l\fanheim, Lancaster Coun
ty, and had a practice of his own 
where he died. After Pennepacker had 
purchased it, it was occupied and 
farmed by Allen Kraft. In 1909 Penne
packer sold to J..,l'ank G. Moyer, It was 
then occupied and farmed by John 
Bolton, and in 1913 Moyer conveyed it 
to John Bolton, the present owner, 
seventy-five acres. 

haiah Landi• Farm 

Aaron Rosenberger, who was thl! 
owner of the John Bolton farm, de
tached thirty-two acres and had 
buildings erected. He sold it to Isaiah 
Rosenberger in 1881, who sold it to 
Rebecca Landis, wife of John H. 
Landis, in 1884. He sold it to son, 
Isaiah, in 1908, the present owner. 

F. R. WUllamt Farm 

The northeast portion of the farm 
along the County Line, David Rosen• 
berger devised to his son John, 
seventy-eight ac.res. He died ln 1848. 
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It was then sold to Samuel D. Rosen
berger, who sold it to Daniel Rickert 
in 1861, who sold to Frederick Drau
ger in 1868, who sold to Isaac D. 
Rosenberger in 1868, who sold to Sam
uel H. Rosenberger in 1869, who sold 
to son, Samuel S. Rosenberger, in 
1904. He sold to John M. Franklin in 
1910, sixty acres. He sold to F. R. 
Williams, the present owner. 

Unionville Hotel 

In 1861 Samuel D. Rosenberger 
sold a tract of fifteen acres at corner 
of County Line and Unionville road 
to David L. Rosenberger, who built 
the house and kept a store here until 
1862, when he sold it to Henry Kile, 
who had a license granted for an eat
ing house and liquor, which he con
ducted until his demise. Then the ex
ecutors sold it to Jamen Roshon in 
1898, who sold it to Earl Weitzell in 
1928, who sold to Rose Miller in 1980. 
It was next sold to Charles Scott in 
198lf the present own<,r. Henry Kile 
had eased the hotel part time in 1881 
till 1882. Francis Kile was the propri
etor. In 1883 it was leased to A. D. 
Hartzell. In 1884 back to Henry Kile, 
the license holder until his death. 

Emtl Ber1er Reeldence 

This was part of the fifteen acres 
which Samuel D. Rosenberger sold to 
David L. Rosenberger in 1861, who 
erected the building there. Lyman 
Rosenberger, the executor, sold it to 
Irene Hahn, seven acres in 1903, who 
conveyed it to Henry B. Delp in 1904, 
who immediately trunsferred it back 
to Irene Hahn, who sold it to Wilson 
Bergey in 1908, who sold to Abraham 
Swartley in 1910, who sold to Francis 
Hogarth in 1917, who sold it to Ed
ward Winkler in 1926, who transfer
red it on same date to Lavina Nolen, 
seven acres who sold to Vincent 
SchloBBer in 1927, who 1old to Emil 
Berger, house and lot in 1929, the 
present owner. 

Elli, Warner .Re1ldence 

This being part of fifteen acres 
which David L. Rosenberger pur• 
chased of Samuel D. Rosenberger in 
1851. David L. Rosenberger sold to 

Enos Renner in 1862~ After his death, 
Frederick Blddlemeyer, admlnlstrator1 
sold to Kate Kalen in 1894,- who sold 
to Charles Clausen in 1896, who sold 
to Chauncey Buckley in 1900, who sold 
the same yeai· to Minnie Clausen, who 
sold to Charles Meyers In 1903, who 
sold to William H. Knil,fht in 1904, 
who sold to Luella Dorn in 1906, who 
sold to William Charles in 1910, who 
sold to Philip Phander in 1921. The 
same sold to David Hopple eight acres 
in 1928. He sold to John Acker. He 
sold to Ellis Warner the same year, 
the present owner. 

Max 01 Farm 

Isaac Rosenberger, son of Daniel, 
received the lower portion of his 
father's plantation. This farm fronts 
on the Cour.ty Line. Here are two 
houses, one built of logs, a relic of 
the past and a stone house, which 
was built Inter. The boundaries in 
1772 were beginning at a stone in 
line of Samuel Musselman by same 
and by Isaac Wisler and Abraham 
Allebach1 northwest 117 perches to a 
corner or David Rosenberger, by same 
northeast 151 perches and southeast 
2 and % perches and northeast 89 
perches to County Line by part of a 
half acre bought for the said road 
and by County line and land of George 
Delp, southeast 104 perches to corner 
of John Funk by same southwest 240 
perches to beglnnf ng. 

Isaac Rosenberger died July 30, 
1830, In his 79th year. His ion, Isanc, 
then obtained the farm. He died in 
1858. His sons were Joseph and Isaac. 
The latter was a resident of North 
Wales, and Joseph, of Hflltown, anti 
a daughter, who had married Michael 
Snyder, who had tho hotel at Line 
Lexington. Isaac and Joseph, the ex
ecutors of their father's estate, sold 
to William D. Rosenberger April 6, 
1864, who Immediately transferred 
it to Martin Bechtel, who sold it to 
Milton Jenkins In 1866, who bought 
two additional tracts, mat.Ing 186 
acres. The ex~cutor of Jenkins then 
sold to William Muldoom, of Phtla
delphfa, in 1919, who sold to Henry 
Lackner In 1924, who sold to Peter 
Kodes in 1926, who sold to Max Os 
in ·1986, the present owner. • · 
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Harry Biahop. l-•arm, formttrly 

a Funk Plant11tion 

Ebeneser Kinnersly sold to Martin 
Funk 100 acres in 1748. This plant&• 
tion comprised the present farms of 
Harry Bishop, Wilson Bishop, Peter 
Sobel and Fl'ank Kros. This :larm was 
next sold to John Funk in 1768. He 
had purchased twenty.six acres pre• 
vious in 1769 of Evan Evans. The ex
ecutors of John Funk, S1·., were Mar
tin and John Funk, Jr. They ~old the 
farm to Abraham Apple in 1821, who 
immediately transferred it to John 
Funk, Jr., who devised to son, Samuel 
Funk, by will, with this proviso, if he 
and the other heirs can agl'ee upon a 
price. The farm, however, was sold 
to Isaac D. Rosenberger 011 the fifth 
of April, 1848, who immediately sold 
it, in four tracts on snme date. The 
main farm of seventy acres to Martin 
Bechtel, who sold to Peter Frick in 
1868. He sold it to John I{, Clymer 
in 1866. He sold it to Daniel Bishop 
in 1002. The heirs of the same to son, 
Harry Bishop, in 1936, now forty
f our ncres, the present owner. 

Wilaon Biahop Farm 

Isaac D. Rosenberger sold on same 
date ( 1848), twenty-four acres of the 
li'unk tract to his father, Isnnc Ro~en
bc1·ger, Sr., who thc>n erected the 
buildings and made a 1>remises he1·c. 
After his death Isnnc D. Rosenbegcr's 
executors sold it to Daniel Bishop in 
1887. Tho heirs of the same to son, 
Wilson Bishop, in 1938, the present 
owner. 

Peter Sobel Farm 

Isaac D. Roscnbc1·gcl' sold of the 
Funk tract fifteen acres to Phlllp 
SelJers on snme dote (1848), who sold 
to George S. Decker in 1849. The 
sheriff seized the prope1-ty nnd sold it 
to Charles White in 1860, who sold to 
Abraham Gehman in 1866. After his 
,lenth, tho heirs to Jncob R. Gehman 
In 1866, who sold to Elizabeth Leidy 
in 1878, who sold to Hilary H. Crout
hamel in 1891. After hiR death the 
heirs to I<'mnk M. Clymer in 1916. 
After his dent h the sheriff sold it to 

Lansdale Bank in 1989, who sold it to 
Peter Sobel in 1940, the present 
owner. 

Frank Kroa Farm 

This was part of the Funk planta
tion. The executors of John Funk, Jr., 
were Samuel Funk and son-in-laws, 
Joseph Krupp and Abraham Krup)), 
They sold fifteen acres to William 
Funk in 1847. Isaac D. Rosenberger 
who had bought the Funk plantation 
in 1848, sold on same date, April 6th, 
twenty-one acres to William Funk, 
making a total of thirty-seven acre3 
which he sold to Michael Snyder, inn 
keeper at Line Lexington, in 1861. 1:~ 
sold it to Philip Sellers in 1866. Ho 
sold to Collins Mcnutt the same year, 
who sold to Garret Detwiler in 1877. 
After his death, John K. Clymer, thH 
admf nfstrator, sold it to Frank Clymer 
in 1888. He sold it back to John K. 
Clymer in 1908. He sold to Henrv 
Lackner in 1911. He sold to Marie 
Gluch in 1919. He sold to Emil 
Lawrowsky in 1921. He sold to Mary 
Gluch in same year. Mark Gluch next 
sold to Anna Palioki in 1927. He sold 
to Victor Motaitfs in 1928. He sold 
to Henry Lackner the same year. He 
sold to Herman Gerstlauer in 1930. He 
sold to Warwzymic Kros the same 
year. He sold to Frnnk Kros in 1938, 
the present owner. 

Clarence Carvolth Farm 

This was bought In three tracts by 
Peter Frick, nineteen acres in 1881 of 
John Frick, two other tracts in 1836, 
one of seventeen acres another of nine 
nc1·es, also of John Fricks. 

This farm was then sold by Peter 
Frick to George Frick in 1868, who 
sold to Abraham Zeigler in 1882, thir
ty-eight acres. The heirs of Zeigler to 
Henry Lackner in 1922, who sold it to 
Nicola Bilancla in 1924, who sold it to 
Victor Motaitis in 1926, who sold to 
John Zukow in 1930. Sheriff Fratt 
seized the same and sold it back to 
Victor Motaitfs the same yca1· who 
sold to Julian Fflf monski in 1930, who 
sold to Charles Jasen in 1981, who 
sold to John Fitz in 1982, who trans
ferred it to Ambler B. and L. Assoc., 
who sold to Clarence Carvolth in 1935, 
the present owner. . . 
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A TALE OF ARSON AND 
ATTEMPTED ROBBERY 

About the year 1842 the barn on 
the property of Peter Frick was set 
on fire by a noted criminal named 
John King, then a young man living 
with his mother at Kulpsville. The 
purpose of King was the robbery of 
the house of John Frick, down at the 
homestead during the commotion cre
ated by fire. The elder John Frick, 
then an old man, was supposed to 
keep much money about his premises. 

It happened however, that Frick 
anticipated the chances of such rob
bery. He had a high opinion of a 
neighbor, a devout Baptist lady, Mrs. 
Rachel Morris, who kept a store on the 
premises. Frick had his money se
creted under some rags in the garret 
of tht? Morris house. King was de
tected after getting in the house, 
while he was rummaging the drawers 
in the second story. He escaped by 
jumping on the porch roof, and thence 
to the ground. He fired <'ff his pistol 
to deter pursuit, and successfully 
escaped. 

The immediate notice of the at
tempt1d robbery was his desire to 
marry the daughter of Philip Sowers, 
a Sklppackville merchant. Sowers 
asked him of his expectations about 
money and business. King replied 
that he had no money now, but soon 
would have a supply, After the flre 
he was arrested, and brought to trial 
for arson. Hie mother got a good 
lawyer, and the Jury failed to convict, 
owing to doubt ot his identity. Embold
ened by his good luck in escaping 
justice, King next broke into Sowers' 
store, and secured and secreted a 
considerable quantity of goods. Again 
he was arrested, and at the trial he 
was defended by Sylvester N. Rich. 
Thia time, the jury was not so lenient, 
and he was convicted. His sentence 
was seven years in the Eastern Peni
tentiary. 

King served his time. When he got 
out, he returned to Kulpsville, and 
ungratefully stole his mother's silver 
spoons. He thenceforth disappeared, 
and was neve1· afterwards heard of. 
After his imprisonment, he revealed 
that a portion of the booty secured by 
the store robbery was concealed be
neath a hollow stump, and sure 
enourh, it wa, found. 

Form,,r Alfred Barndt Farm 

This was part of the Warner tract. 
Abrahl\m Swartz sold a track of land 
in 1766 to Isaac WislP.r, who sold to 
Jacob Wisler sixty-four acres in 1794 
for £500. He sold to Benjamin Rosen
berger in 1834, who sold to Samuel 
Leidy, Sr., of Franconia Township in 
1850. This tract extended from Main 
street and Vine street to Chestnut 
street and back to Jenkins farm. The 
farm buildings were located where 
South Hatfield mill and feed store 
used to be. The house which is occu
pied by J·amea Snyder was 1·ebuUt by 
Abraham Sorver about 1880. The barn 
stood where the pump house now is. 
Samuel Luidy, Sr., conveyed the farm 
to his eon~ln-law, Abraham Sorver, in 
1851, fifty-five · acres. After the rail• 
road was built ( in 1856), Sorver con
ducted a lumber, feed, and hay 
budness. 

He sold the lumber business to 
Henry Stover, of Franconia Town
ship who ('.onducted it from 1861 to 
1867. The feed store Sorver leased to 
John C. Godshall and Christian Moyer 

· from 1868 to 1869: to John C. God
shall, 1870 to 1872; to Hiram and 
Abraham Bchultz in 1874, to Jonas 
Moyer in 1876 to 1877, to Michael 
Bergey, Sr. 1878 to 1888, to George 
Snyder in 1884 to 1886. Milton Geh
man, a son~in-law of Abraham Sorver, 
from 1887 to 1893. In that year he 
sold it to Mr. Chalfan. In this year 
Abraham Sorver died. The executors 
then sold it to George Snyder who 
tore down the barn and hay house 
and converted the chopping mill into 
a mlll for making mushmeal. The· 
feed store and coal yard was then 
continued by Mr. Snyder, it was razed 
in about 1982. 

Where the Electric Plant is Snyder 
sold a lot In 1906 to Wll11am Morris, 
who built a canning factory which he 
conductod for some time. It waa de
stroyed by fire In 1918 and not re
bullt. Re sold the lot to Hatfield Bor
ough in 1916 for a pump house. Later 
an Electric Plant was put in opera
tion here, In 1875 Abraham Sorver 
erected farm build( ngs on the other 
part of the farm at Maple and Vine 
street. Thie he conveyed to Alfred 
Bal'ndt in 1888, fifty-five acres. He 
traneferred it to hia daughter, Flora 
Godshall, wife of H(lnry K. Goda hall 
in 1900 who transferred back to Al• 
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fred Barndt in 1902. He then sold the 
tarm to Henry P. Nyce in 1906, 
fifty-two acres. He sold to Percifer 
Thompson, of Philadelphia, in 1912, 
who sold it to William Ferdinand f n 
1920, who sold to Home Construction 
Company the same year, who cut it up 
into small building lots. The farm 
house is now owned by Joseph 
Hartman. 

Afte1· Barndt had sold the farm he 
el'ected a building opposf te on the 
southwest corner of Maple and Vine 
street where he Jived the remainder 
of his Hf e. This contained twenty 
acres. After his death it became the 
property of his daughter, Flora God
shall, his only heir, who is the present 
owner. 

John Faabenner Reaidence 

This property was detached from 
the Sorver farm when Benjamin Ros
enberger owned it. His executor, Isaac 
Rosenberger, sold this house and lot 
to Jacob Lambert in 1864. He ~old to 
Jacob Gehman in 1866. He sold ft to 
Samuel Wismar in 1868. He sold back 
to Lambe1t the same year. His ad
ministrators sold it to Isaac R. Kulp 
in 1876. Sheriff Simpson seized the 
properties and sold to Samuel Firman, 
of Doylestowu, in 1893. He sold to 
William D. Nace in 1896 for $663.00. 
He sold to Frank Strasser in 1000. 
After his death the widow sold to 
Irwin Erney in 1007. It was then 
occupied by his father-in-law, Abru
ham Swartley. Erney sold it to Ernest 
Whllhelm in 1017, He sold it to Allen 
Kooker in 1020. His widow sold it to 
John Fasbenner in 1927, the pl'escnt 
owner. 

Frc\nlc W. Creun1an Realdence 

AbrahRm Sol'ver, termed n lumber 
mcl'chnnt, sold one acre o.f ground to 
Henry Stover for $400.00 in 1859. He 
built the three-story hous-~. He sold to 
Mary, housekeeper, for $2,176.00, in 
1867. They were both of Franconia 
TownRhip. She sold the same to Henry 
R. Bergey in 1868. He E,old it to John 
C. Godshall in 1860. He sold it to 
Abraham D. Stover in 1876. He sold 
it to Snrah Sheldon, or Collingswood, 
New Jersey, in 1889. She sold it to 
Daniel Gehman in 1!391. He trans
ferred it to David B. Rosenberger In 

1900, who conveyed it t,~ Sarah Geh
man, wife of Daniel Gehman the 
same year. She sold ft; to Rosa tinda 
Cressman, wife of Sylvester Cress
man, in 1912. She sold t;.) Ida Renner, 
wife of William Renner, in 1913. She 
sold ft to Harry Bauerle in 1927, who 
sold to Evelyn Cressman, wife of 
Frank W. Cressman, in 1933, the 
present owner. 

Groth Residence 

This was part of Samuel Leidy, 
Sr.'s farm. It included Goetter's, 
George Landis', and Wilson Nice's 
homes. Samuel Leidy, Sr., sold to son, 
Samuel G. Leidy, seven acres in 1868. 
He had married CathHine, daughter 
of Dillman Kulp. He was a saddler by 
trade, which he conducted here for 
some time. After his death in 1879 
the administrator, Jonas G. Leidy, 
sold it to Mary Ann Lutz, a daughter 
of Samuel Leidy. Shu had married 
Vanburen Lutz. After his death she 
sold it to Richard Nice in 1890, six 
acres, who sold it to Henry Groth in 
1897 who sold it to John S. Groth in 
1918. 

Georae Landt. Reaide11ce 

Samuel G. Leidy sold a lot in 1867 
to Nicholas Glossen for $800, who 
built the house. In 1870 he conveyed 
ft to Abram Sorvcr, who tl'ansferred 
ft back to Glossen the same year. In 
1878 he made an assignment for the 
benefit of his credf tors. The assignee 
then sold it to Augustus Holly, who 
sold ft to Abraham So1·ver In 1882, 
who bequeathed it to his daughter, 
Emma?.. f n 1898, wife of Milton Geh
man. The Montgomery Trust Com
pany, trustee of Emma Gehman, sold 
it to John Landis in 1020, who sold 
it to George Landis in 1936, the pres
ent owner. 

WUaon Ntce Re,ldence 

Samuel G. Leidy sold a lot to Alfred 
Barndt in 1874. He sold it to Jacob 
Barndt, his father, in 1877, who built 
the house. He committed suicide by 
hanging himself in the barn in 1885. 
The admfnietrtor, Alfred Barndt, 
then sold to the widow Mary Barndt, 
in 1886. After her deat\1 It wns sold to 
Alfred Barndt in 1898, who sold it to 
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Morrie Hildebrand in 1902, who sold 
it to Wilson Nice in 1924, the present 
owner. 

Frank Goetter Residence 

Samuel G. Leidy sold a lot to 
Nickolas Glosson in 1876, who sold it 
to Augustus Holly in 1877, who built 
the house, He sold the same to Joseph 
March in 1886. Sheriff Rorer seized 
the proJ.>erty of March and sold it to 
Benjamm Dettra, of Reading. He con
veyed it to Lizzie March, of Phila
delphia, in 1894, who sold it to Sarah 
Ann Kulp, wife of Abraham W. Kulp, 
in 1912. The executor of the same 
sold it to Caspar Weyer in 1918, who 
sold it to Frank Goetter in 1922, the 
present owner. 

The Former Jacob W, Roaenberaer 

Farm, formerly a Mu11elman 

Plantation 

(The origin described in the begin
ning of this chapter.) 

This was part of the Morris tract. 
Joseph Fox sold this tract of 262 acres 
to Samuel Musselman, a Mennonite, 
in 1752. He devised it to his son-in
Jaw, Isaac Wisler, in 1774. He sold it 
to John Wisler in 1794f 106 acres. He 
sold it to Is"'ac Wis er, eighty-one 
acres in 1819. He sold it to Dr. Jacob 
Lambert in 1866, He sold it to Tobias 
Rosenberger in 1866, seventy acres, 
who transferred it to his son, Jacob 
W. Rosenberger, in 1889. Rosenberger 
sold the farm in 1919 to a Jewish real 
estate firm of Philadelphia, who cut 
it up in email bu fl ding lots. 

Samuel Musselman, the original 
settler, made provisions for schooling. 
In hie will he states: I give to the 
poorest and neediest children of the 
Township of Hatfield the sum of £26 
for school books and schooling, .£6 
a year for five years and if any over• 
plus yearly should be, to be applied 
for clothing, such poor and needy 
children which shall accordingly be 
distributed by my executors. 

In later years a school house waa 
erected on this plantation. It was es
tablished in 1806 on ground bought of 
John Wisler. It was built of loga on 
the corner opposite Bean's store, now 

the property of Kate Haines.· Abra
ham Sorver, a prominent· business 
man, bought the lot in 1866 and re
moved the same and built the present 
dwelling where he lived the remainder 
of his life. He died in 1898. This prop
erty was then sold to Alfred Barndt, 
who sold to Charles Myers in 1896. 
His widow afterward kept a shoe 
store here. She afterward married 
George Zollers. It was then known as 
ZoUers' Shoe Store. 

Jacob K. Crouthamel Realdenc:e 

This plot of ground also came from 
the former Jacob W. Rose11berge1· 
farm. In 1869 Tobias Rosenberger sold 
this Jot to Samuel Y. Souder. In 1876 
Souder sold it ·to Jacob H. Crouthamel. 
Later he established a tailoring busi
ness here, as was the custom then to 
bring the goods ready cut from Phila
delphia and then hand them out to 
customers who made the suits up in 
their homes. Crouthamel had previ
ously be"'n in business with his 
brother, Hilary Crouthamel, at Line 
Lexington, of this same kind as the 
Hatfield business. He established after 
the failure of Jacob M. Gerhart. 
Across the driveway was a large 
wagon house which he bought off of 
Jacob D. Rosenberger and moved it 
over on his lot and converted it Into 
a shop, In 1889 the barns on the 
James p1·operty and Crouthamel and 
his tailor shop were destroyed by fire. 
Crouthamel then built a shop made 
of brick, which his son, Jacob, has 
converted into a double dwelling. 
Jacob H. Crouthamel ~old to his son, 
Jacob K. CrouthameJ, ln 1917, the 
present owner. 

The Former Crouthamel'• 

Block Houaea 

In 1869 Tobias Rosenberger sold 
from hie farm one acre, twenty-nine 
perches, of ground to Samuel Souder, 
Sr., whereon he erected building ana 
conducted a talloring business here. 
He sold the same to Jacob M. Gerhart 
in 1876. The business went bankrupt 
and the real estate was conveyed to 
Jacob D. Rosenberger in 1878. About 
1881 or 1882 Joseph Rittenhouse 
leased the same and opened a store 
here. Later it was discontinued. Ros-
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enberger then sold the property to 
Oliver James in 1883. He conducted 
a tailoring business on a small scale, 
but went to nothing some time later. 
In 1898 Sheriff Charles Johnson seized 
the same and sold it to John Wentz. 
He sold it to Jacob Crouthamel, Sr., 
in 1903. He buUt an addition and made 
four houses of the same, which were 
sold to four different owners after his 
death. 

Joaepbine Kreta Farm, 

formerly Harry F. Krats 

As previously stated, this was a 
part of the Musselman tract of 262 
acres. The executor of Isaac Wisler 
sold to John Wisler 105 acres in 1819. 
The administrators of John Wisler 
sold twenty-four acres to Catherine 
Wisler in 1830. She marrie J Michael 
Wireman later. In 1849 Wirtman sold 
to Jacob Rosenberger, the heirs in 
1872 sold to Henry R. Kratz. The 
heirs of Kratz then sold to son, Harry 
F. Kratz. He sold it to John Conrad 
Arnold In 1906. Arnold sold to Charles 
Fluck In 1910, Fluck to Arthur KeJler 
in 1918, Keller to Reuben Keller in 
19291 Reuben KeJler to Helen Henning 
in l11H2, Henning to Charles Habel In 
1933, Hnbel to Josephine Kretz in 
1936, the present owner. 

Abraham Wireman Plantation 

(Part of the Mu11elman Tract) 

John Wireman received this from 
his father-In-law, Samuel Mussel
man. John Wireman, the miller, de
vised a tract of land to his s<'n, Abra
ham, of 163 acres In 1822. This tract 
comprised all the properties owned 
now or late by Morten Cooper, Burton 
Pinkerton, Charles Helllg, Elmer 
Ruth, WIiiiam Williamson, Scott 
Frazer, Robert Heyman and Wayne 
Hughes. Abraham Wireman, Sr., died 
in 1849 and in 1850 the administra
tors, Benjamin Rosenberger and John 
Wireman, divided the farm and aold 
it in two tracts, eighty acl'es of the 
southwestern end was sold to Tobias 
Hange and Enos Ruth the north
eastern end, consisting of seventy
three acres, was sold by the admin
istrators to son, Abrahnm Wircmnn, 

Jr. He sold, in 1851, twenty-three 
acres in two tracts to John Wireman, 
who sold to Tobias Rosenberger. He 
sold to William Rittenhouse in 1866. 
He sold to Emma Adams in 1910. She 
sold to Mike Stanchyk in 1920, who 
sold to Kostantine Smakula in 1924, 
who sold to John Morytski in 1926, 
who sold to Wayne Hughes in 1929. 
He sold to Nathaniel Brewer in 194?., 
the present owner. 

Robert Heyman, formerly 

Abraham K. Frets 

This tract John Wireman bought 
of Abraham Wireman, twenty-three 
acres, .1r;d sold it in 1872 to Garret 
Detwilt,r, John Wireman then bought 
the property opposite the Consolidated 
School house, later owned by his son, 
Henry. Detwiler then sold in 1877 to 
Collins McNutt, who sold to Henry 
Price in 1882, He sold to Abraham K. 
Fretz in 1884. He conveyed to son, 
Melrose Fretz, in 191'1. He sold to 
brother, William Fretz, in 1920. He 
sold to Joseph Kulik in 1927. He sold 
to Joseph Banks in 1988. He sold to 
Robert Heyman in 1935, the present 
owner. 

The Scott Fraaer Farm, 

formerly Willlam Conver 

Abraham Wireman, Jr., sold twen
ty-two acres to George W. Jones in 
1856. Sarah Jones, administratrix, 
then sold to Oliver Morris, who im
mediately transferred it back to Mary 
Conver, wife of William Conver. The 
administrators then sold to C. A. 
Lindenworth, of Philadelphia. Sheriff 
then seized it and sold to Hatfield 
Bufldin_g• and Loan Association In 
1930. The same year •·,ey sold to 
Anna L. Brooker. In 3 Anna L. 
Carter, formerly Brooker, back to 
Hatfield B. & L. Assoc. They sold, in 
1984, to George Fies, who sold to 
Scott Frazers in 1986, the present 
owner. 

WUUana WUllamaon Reaidence, 

formerly Jacob Moore Nuraery 

In 1866 Mary Jenkins sold to Cath
erine Reichenbach, wife of Philip 
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Reichenbach, six n<:res. She was a 
daughter of Abrnhnm Wireman. 'l'his 
plot of gl'ound wr s detached from 
the Wireman farm of 163 ncres. It 
was next sold to Abraham Fulmer, in 
1867, and the Reichenbnchs then 
moved to Illlnois, where they died. 
In 1864 the administrators of Fulmer 
sold it to William Schewl'enbrand, 
who sold it to David Huber in 1883, 
Rosina Huber, the same year, to 
Jacob B. 1\foorc, who sold to son-in
lnw, John Dettm, in 1920, who sol<l 
to Frunk Ryzner in 1926, who sold to 
Howard Riggins in 1029. He sold to 
Willinm Williamson in HMO, the pres
ent owner. 

Elmer Ruth Farm, formerly 

Squire Kulp'• 

The southwestern part of the Wire
mnn tract of eighty acres was sold 
to Ruth and Hnnge in 1860. It was 
then divi<led, Ruth taking the lower 
part nnd Hange the upper part. 

· Hnnge then sold, in 1867, to Ludwig 
Krnmcr, who sold to Tobias Rosen
berger, in 1873, who then erected 
buildings. He conveyed it to his daugh
ter, Sarnh Ann Kulp, wife of Abra
ham W. Kulp. In 1912 she sold to 
son-in-law, David N. Cassel. He sold 
to John D. Ruth in 1016, thirty-five 
ncres. Afte1· his denth it wns sold to 
son, Elmer, who since sol<l n numbe1· 
of lots where buildings were erected. 

Morton Cooper Farm, 

formerly Jacob Kratz 

. Enos Ruth, who received this part 
of the eighty acres after the division 
of the Wireman tmct, had buildings 
E!l'ected. In 1866 Ruth sold to Snmuel 
Y. Souder who sold to John I. Kratz 
in 1869, who died in 1892. Jacob 
Kratz, the executor, sold to Henry 
Reiners in 1906 who immediately 
transferred it back to Kratz, who 
sold it to AJbert Smith In 1932. He 
sold it to Morton Cooper in 1937, the 
present ownez'. 

Burton Pinkerton Reaidence 

In 1857 Enos Ruth sold eleven arres 
to Jacob Y enkle who in 1860, sold to 
John Newbold six acres, who sold to 
Jacob H. Ilunsl1erger in 1881. The 
administrators of the same sold to 

Elizabeth Hunsberger, the widow, in 
1008. She sold to Malinda Lemon in 
1918, who sold to Victor J. Wacker
man in 1019, He sold to John Link in 
10~0. lie sold to Hazel Link in 1030. 
Tim snmc sold to Peter Duerst in 
1036. He sold to Bu1'ton Pinkerton in 
1937, the presrnt owner. 

Charle, Heilig Realdence 

J<~nos Ruth, who lmd sold dcven 
ncres to Jacob Yeakle in 1867. lie 
sold on the same date five ncres to 
Everhart Nclf, who in same ye11r sold 
to John Wnmpold, who sold to Jesse 
Krntz in 1876. The sheriff then seized 
it nnd sold to John Winters in 1878, 
who sold to Susannnh Wnnncr, wife 
of Henry Wnnne1·, who in Inter ycnrs 
gave u <tJit claim llet>d to his son, 
Warren Wunner, who in 1022 sold it 
to Elin Hice, who sold it to LouiHe 
Stundennrnyer in 1924, who sold to 
Chnrles Heilig in 102U, the present 
owner. 

L. B. Hartnett Reaidenco 

Tl-'s wns n pnrt of the Wiremun 
trnct which the ndministrntors sold 
eighty ncres to Enos Huth and 1'obins 
Hnnge in 1807. Hnngc sold it to Lud
wig Krnmer. He sold it to 'l'obins 
Rosenberger in 1873. Rosenberge1· to 
llemy 8. fi'retz in 1878. Fn•tz to 
Ahrnhnm J. Fretz In Hl02. He tht>n 
sold to I•'lorcnce Shny in l non. Shny 
to Elwood llendrirk in 1010, Ilenclrick 
to Prank K1·upp in 1014, K l'UPl> to 
Hobert Kenling in 1010. In the snml• 
yem· it was sold to J<~rvin Algu1·d. lie 
then sold in 1921 to John Soutnr in 
1022, Soutm· to Walter Wunderlich in 
102:3. lie soltl to I~nrl Rolwrts in HJ24. 
lie sold to Be11nrd ll11rh1C'tt in rn:w, 
the pl'l'senl ownl•r. 

Some Data of Abraham Wireman 

He had mnnied Nancy, dnughte1· 
of Benjamin Roimnberger, son of 
John, the pioneer. He hnd two sons, 
John and Abruham, and two daugh
ters. John wns the father of Henry S. 
Wireman and John S. Wh·emun who 
both lived in Hntfield Borough, uftcr 
its incorporntion which were known 
by many residents. The two daughters 
wt'.:·p, Cathcri11e, who had married 
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PhlJip Reichenbach, who has been 
mentioned, moved to Illinois and Ann, 
who had married Abraham Ruth, who 
lived back of KulpsviJle. He had a 
son, Daniel, who wns lame, which 
many of the people of Hatfield re
member. Abraham Ruth was the 
grandfather of Abraham Young, liv
ing In Hatfield Borough. 

Wireman'• Mill and Farm 

This came from the Morris tract. 
In 1706 John Morris sold to Richard 
Taylor 600 acres and Taylor then 
sold fifty-one acres of this tract to 
Henry Jones in 1716. Tho executors 
of Jones sold the same to Benjamin 
Griffith on the first of November in 
1729, who on the 10th of November, 
the same year, conveyed it to Johr1 
Bnrtholomew. He conveyed it to 
Mlchncl Wireman in 1741. He pur
chased severnl smaller tracts addi
tional. The four tracts then contained 
seventy-seven and one-half acres. This 
tract now comprises all tho proportl<1s 
from Frnnk Martins' buihtlng (bord
ering the Cowpath road), up to the 
cross-1·oo<l h.-ndlng to Line Lexington, 
urnl over to the 1·oad, now called 
Maple avtnu<1, and leading to Hatfield 
depot. 'fhis tract includes the prop
e1·ties of Russell Sturzcbecker nurs
el'ies, the Brethren Church, the for
mel' Hunsberger, now the Honnold 
farm, the homes of the Frotz's and 
the Horace Lincoln farm. 

Other purchases of lnnd were on 
tho southwest of the Cowpath and 
southeast of Orvilla road, extending 
to Schwab's rood. The latter tract In
cluded the forms of Frnnk l\ff',,.dnger, 
the former Frank Howe farm ( which 
included the log cabin tract), the 
Seventh Doy Adventist Church, and 
numerous other properties. The grist 
mill was built on the seventy•slx
ncre f al'm ulong the main branch of 
the ·Neshaminy, east of the Brethren 
Church. When this mill was built is 
unknown to the present generation, 
but it wns in existence in 1769, In 
his will, written in 1788, John Wire
man, a son, and Sophia, the widow, 
were appointed as executors. The 
will stated that the mill property was 
to be sold nt public snle, among his 
children only, 

WILL OF MICHAEL WIREMAN 

Being sick of body, but of sound 
mind, etc., etc. To my beloved wife 
Sophia, one bed of her choice, with 
all the furniture there to belonging, a 
clock, case of drawers, Dresser In the 
new end of the house, pf pe stove, and 
her choice of tables, spinning wheel, 2 
iron pots, 1 brass kettle, 1 skillet, all 
the flax in the house, 1 cow, 2 sheep, 1 
fat hog, yearly of 100 pounds, 4 
bushels of wheat, 4 bushels of r7e, 1 
bushel Indian corn, "the use o the 
new end of the houl:e",-one half of 
the garden before the door, 2 rows of 
npple trees in the meadow, all as long 
as she is my widow, and 200 pound, 
in money 

To my son John Wireman, 10 
pounds and one large book now f n his 
possession. 

To my son Henry Wireman, 100 
pounds, also my Loom, gears and all 
that the1·e to belongs, and the bed he 
commonly lies on, when he arrives at 
the ugc of 21. 

To my daughter Margaret, 100 
pounds,-as my children, John, Bar
barn, Mortin, Mary, Catherine, and 
Hester, hos each had 100 pounds. 

l\fy plantation of 76 ac1·es, and th, 
Mill i,, Hatfield Township, shall be 
sold ot public sale, among my chil
drnn only. 

The estate to be divided into equal 
shares to the eight children, John
Barborn-Mary-Cotherlne-l\lartin 
-Hester-Margaret and Henry. 

I aJ>point my wife, Sophia, and son, 
John Wireman, as executors. 
Witnesses: 
Peter King, 
Abraham Huth. 
John Funck. 

Signed. Michael Wireman 
Will dated-Jan. 9, 1783 
P1·obatcd-Mar. 29, 1788 

John Wireman then became the 
owner of his father's farm. He paid 
711 pounds for the same. The other 
lands were divided among his chil• 
dren. John Wireman was the owner 
of the mill property to the time of 
his death, which occuned in 1822. 
His will, written in 1821, states that 
"all the tract of 76 acres, and the 
grist mill," he gives to-his son•in-law; 
John Delp, for 1000 pounds, he having 
mnnicd Sophin, one of his dnughters. 
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WILL OF JOHN WEIERMAN, 

Miller 

' Being considerably advanced in 
yeal's of age, but In a nHJdUng state 
of health, and of sound mind, etc., etc, 
. 'J,'o my son Abraham Welreman, my 

P,lantation (two tracts) of 168 acres. 
One ti·act now In possession of my son 
Abraham, and the ot~er in tenure of 
Michael Moyerl fol' 1000 pounds. 

To my son:. n-law, John Delp, all 
the fract of '10 ac1·es, and the grist 
miJI, 1it present In tenure of Martin 
Schwartly, for 1000 pounds. 

'To my son Abraham, a Weaver's 
Looin, spooling. wheel and uU tho 
gea1·s thereto belonging, also a Bible, 
a Ma1·ter Book, sleigh, ten plate stove, 
and my wearing apparel, 
· To Nancy Weierman, wlf o of my 

son, Abraham, a book called Wander• 
ing Soul, and another book composed 
by Menno Simons. Chlld1·en: Michael, 
dec'd, - Barbara. - Sophia, wife of 
Jolni Delp, Maria, wife of Joseph 
Holdaman. l\fy son, Abraham Weter
nian, executo1·. 
Witnesses: 
Jacob Wisler 
pavfd C. Kulp 

Signed-John Weierman. 
Wfll dated-Aug, 13, 1821 

Prohatcd--Scpt. 30, 1822 

lt is evident that John Delp did not 
buy the mill prope1•ty, for it was 
conveyed to Ab1·aham Rlckc1·t, who 
sold ft to Jacob Rosenbe1·gc1·, In 1831, 
who· was at this time the owner of the 
Chestel' Kilit>o farm, Rosenberger died 
Janunrf 12, 1840. His administl'atorit 
then sold both farms, Including~ tho 
mlll, to his son-in-Jnw, Dillman Kulp, 
in 1841, He had married Christiana 
Rosenbe1·ger. Dlllman Kulp, in th(' 
sa!Jle yeal' (1841), conveyed the mfll 
p1·pperty to George Price.!. of LoWE'l' 
S~lford. The executors of t'rfce trans
ferred the property to George Fisher, 
w.hich was yet seventy-six acres In 
1844. Ff she1•, during his ownership of 
at least twelve. years, divided the 
seventy-six-ac1·e farm into . umny 
smallel' tracts. In 1866, Tobias Hange 
became the. owner, when,.Flsher con
veyed thirteen acJ'es and. the mtu, in
cluding . the dam (later · known as 
Refthmeyer's dam), the mill l'ace, and 
two drive-ways to the mUJ1 one drive 
on the southeast border or the. prop-

e1·ty, and the othel' along the mm 1·ace. 
In 1864, Hange sold to Henry Whit

tington, who aold to WUllam Wireman 
in 186'1, who held It for two years, 
when It was transferred to Charles 
Weaver, of Milford Township, Bucks 
County, In 1869, Weaver, during his 
ownersnip, added a steam engine. 
Weave1· had financial 1·evo1·ses, and 
in 1883, the mm was sold by the 
she1•iff' to Isaac R, Kulp, a son of a 
former owner or the mm, DJllman 
Kulp, 

Isaac Kulp was at this time also 
conducting a feed business, and hay 
press In Hatfleld vlllago, In 1801 the 
sheriff' seized the p1•opertles of Isaac 
R. Kulp and sold the mill property 
to Wllliam Davis. Davis held the mlll 
property for n b1•lof period, soiling 
the same to Clara Titus, wife of Peter 
Titus, In 1892, who conveyed It to 
Abraham Gotwnls, In 1893. In 1897 
Gotwals sold to Amelia Dnthc, wife of 
li'rcderlck Dathe. 

The Dathe Praperty 

As hus been p1·cviously mentioned, 
l•'isher divided the mill p1·01,01•ty Into 
many smaller propcl'tfcs. 'rhat part 
of the farm of seventy-six ncres, lying 
nlong the Cowpath, nnd the soulhe1·n 
corner, was sold to 'rhomas Martin 
in 1850, and contained fifteen acres. 
Mni•tln sold this property to Elwood 
Land, In 1884. lk In 1000, selling it 
back to Mrs. Mu1·tin, the fol'mer 
owner. .Mnl'y Martin now sold to 
li'rank Dathe, who Inter ulso bought 
the mlll property, now bringing his 
fnrm to twenty-eight nct·cs. 'rho house 
on the mill property hnd been de
stroyed by flrc prcvio· to his JlUl'• 
chase. 

The grist mm building, Jong dis
continued fo1•.buslncss purposes, was 
now sold to WIiiiam Hedrick, Hatfield 
Borough bulldbig contt·actor who 
razed the bulldlng, using the f umber 
to build· the homo of Mrs. Amelia 
Snyder, at 203 West Bl'oad street, 
Hatfield. Laura Dathe, the widow of 
Frank Dathe, in 1907, sold the prop
erty to Frederick Bacher, Anna 
Bacher, the widow of F1·oderick 
Bachel', sold the farm to J. Carroll 
Johnston, in 1937, who held it only a 
short time, when he sold the farm 
land to Russell Sturzcbecker, but re-
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talned several acres, and the build
ings, which he later sold to Frank 
Potser, the present owner, 

The Rev. Wllllam 8. Frets Home 

George Fisher, In 1859, sold six 
acres of the mlll tract to Levi Keller. 
who built the house, He lived here 
ubout five years, when he died, and 
now his son, Charles Keller, the ad
mtnlstrator of the state, sold the place 
to Caroline Kister, In 1866, Caroline 
Kister, now claimed by death, the ad• 
mlnfstrator, Samuel Kister, sold to 
John Metz, In 1871, Two years later, 
in 1873, Metz sold to Tobias Hunge, a 
land spcculato1·, who bought and sold 
many properties in nnd about Hatt\old 
village, Range held this property 
until his death, when the executors 
sold the same to Jacob H. Crouthamel 
in 1885. William Irvin bought the 
property from Crouthamel In 1891, 
and sold it the following year, 18921 to \Vntlam B. Fretz, who held lt unth 
his death. Rev. Fretz built an addi
tion to the house and it now houses 
two fnmllies, the cstnte sUll owning 
it (1042), 

The Jacob H, H11n1ber1er Farm 

George Fisher. whltt• stlll owning 
the old Wfremnn mfJI p1·opo1·ty1 sold 
twvnty-two nc1·cs, situated on the 
southwest side of tho mill race, and 
holding only enough lnnd along the 
mill 1·nce for a dl'lve to the mmhtrom 
tho i:.fne Lexington l'ond, whfc this 
IJOrtion fronted, to Jacob H, Huns
berger, h, 1868, He had mar1·ied lsanc 
Wfsler's daughter, owner ot Jacob 
W. Roscnbe1·ge1·•s fnrm, Jacob H. 
Hunsberger died on Novcmbcl' 01 1904, 
living on this fnrm for more than 
fol'ty-flvo years. The adtnhtlstt·ntor of 
his estate, a son, David Wfslcr Huns
berger, Jate1·, In 1908, sold it to another 
son, Allen W. Hunsbergol'. In 1917, 
James Melor became the owner and he 
held it tor twenty-th1·ee yea1·s, sellfng 
to John Hannold, who ls·. at present 
residing there. The farm buildings are 
situated about 100 yards from the 
l'oad, but ln the past; buildings were 
erected along the road the cellar re
mains, and a well, still being vfelble, 
In 1877, a· blacksnllth shop was situ• 
ated here, and some ihtcrC1sting ex-

perlments were made by Jacob Reith• 
meyer, an excellent gunsmith, and alao 
blacksmith, He was a German refu
gee, who arrived in this country about 
twenty.five years before, A neighbor, 
and well-to-do farmer, residing at the 
nearby Howe log cabin, Joseph Ische, 
conceived the idea, to devise a danger 
signal to be used by the railroads, 
showing open switches to the engf. 
neers of trains along the course of 
travel to avoid accidents, for up to 
this time none were In existence, and 
accidents were plenty. Ische furnished 
the financing, to build the signal de
vice, and Relthmayer constructed the 
mecnanlsm tor the experiment, which 
was erected to the rear ot his shop, 
and along the lane. After much toll, 
and many try-outs, they decided that 
the device WRS a success, so the offl• 
clals of the No1·th Penn R, R, were 
contacted and they wel'e f mmedfntely 
Interested, later setting a date tor the 
showing of the danger slgnnl, this 
being constructed between the Vine 
street and Main street c1•ossing, and 
attached to the switch at the mlU 
nearby, Tho railroad officials were 
convinced that the demonstration was 
satlsfnctory, and later decided to pur·
chase, offering $76,000 tor the idea. 
Refthmayo1· wanted to accept, but 
Jscho, who held the conh·oUlng Inter. 
est, held out for $100,000. They would 
p1·obably hnve received the latter sum, 
but In the meantime, the North Penn 
was absorbed by tho Phlladelphia and 
Reading Company, and now, the new 
group of owners, announced that they 
wore not intbrosted In thef r signal de
vice, At a later period, danger sig• 
nals, somewhnt slmllat' to Ische's fn. 
vcntion, were erected by the rallroad 
company. 

Horace Llttcoln Property 

Twelve ac1·es of the old \Vfroinan 
miU J)l'operty, lying In the extreme 
nol'theastern portion of the seventy. 
six acres, was sold by George Ffsher1 to Michael Wireman, a grandson 01 
the founder of the mill,· In 1849, and 
was the ftrst sale of the division of the 
farm. Michael Wireman held the farni 
for eleven years, when In 1860, he sold 
to Enos Ruth, who in 1&68, sold to 
Jacob Ruth, Enos Ruth again became 
the owner when he re-pu1·chased In 
1886, but five years· later, or in 1871, 
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he sold to Simon Gerhart, who held it 
until his denth, wher tr" administra
tors of his estate, s•. . · twelve-acre 
farm to Joseph ll ... 1.Jers in 1904. 
WilJinm Burkert, a former W(:Jl-to-do 
fnrmer, nnd nn uuthority on Ayrshire 
cattle, bccunw the owner in 1906, and 
not liking retired life, soon sold, und 
in 1010, Elin Bissex became the owner, 
but in the same year Mrs. Bissex sold 
to 1\largaret Pavitt, who sold it the 
next yenr, 1011, to Hnrry Richardson, 
u Lansdale real <.•state dcnle1·, who 
trnnsfencd it to Edward H. Bone
kemper, n we>ll-kn<.1wn Hatfleld Town
ship citizen, but he ngain trunsferred 
it buck to Richardson in 1016. Rich
urdson held the furm for seven years, 
when he sold it to Ambrose Spence, 
nnd his wife, colored, of Delaware 
County, in 1922. 'fhis was the fi1·8t 
purchuse of property in the locality 
by negrocs, but the neighbors state 
thnt they were well thought of as 
neighbors, nnd thrifty. During this 
ownership, u tragedy occurred, when 
Spence and his wife, and nnotl1er 
colored visito1·, started a quarrel, and 
the result wus thut Spence shot the 
othe1· mun, who dil'd from the wound. 
8pence wns nr1·csted, und hiH wife, 
who was an invalid, nnd the only 
witness, died before the tr .ti. Spence 
wus found guilty of manslaughter, 
uncl sentenced to one year in jnll. The 
properly wns sold by the Sheriff, to 
Howard Dager, n reul estate dealer, 
who now sold to Mary Benner in 1925. 
Horuce Lincoln, n Philadclphiun, 1n11·
<.:hnsed the pluce for u summer resi
de11cc. He is Lrickluyer, nlso u builder 
of ovens and uucibles. Mrs. Lincoln 
is u teachc1· i11 the Philadelphin 
l:>Chools. 

William Kerr Residence 

'fhis wus purt of the Wireman mill 
property. George Fisher sold this 
tl'act, twelve acres, to Isanr Loux in 
1859. He sold it to Duvid D. Rosen
Lerger in 18GB. He sold it to William 
Paugh in 1871. After his death the 
widow, .Maggie Paugh, sold it to 
Annie Smith in 1909, who sold it to 
Abrahurn Thompson in 1920. He sold 
it to Elmer Cawly Snellbaker in 1921. 
He sold it to William Kerr, in 1926, 
the present owner. 

The Former Frank Howe Farm 
Michael Wiremun owned 1'10 ncr<!s 

here. This comprised nil the proper
ties from the comer of Cowpnth und 
Orvilln road down below Frank Munz
inger, extending to Schwab road, then 
up to Orvilln roud. The origin of thl!-1 
plantation is described in the Wire
man mill properties. Michnt•I Wil·l1mu11 
purrhused this plnntntion on snnw 
date us the mill 1n·ope1·ty in 1741. 
Michael Wireman conveyed this 140-
acre trnct to his son, Martin, in 1774. 
He died Mnrch 16, 1s1a, and is bul'ie<I 
nt Frirks. The ndministrntor wns hi~ 
80n-in-lnw, Dnnicl Rosenberger. He 
sol<I to Ahrnhnm Sheip, who immedi-
utl•ly <'onveyed it to Christian Alle
bach, n son-in-law of Dnni<.>I Hosen
hnger, in 1817. lie sold it to Dnnicl 
Rosenberger in 1823. He dividl•d the 
fnrm nmong his two sons, seventy
five acres. He conveyed to son, Mn1·tin, 
in 182:t He t,ied Octobl•1· JO, 18GG. lfo 
was born September 24, 1798. He hnd 
n brother, Daniel W. Roscnhcrgl•r, 
living in Ilntfi<>ld villagl•, whom the 
older people r<>member. 

.Mnrtin Rosenbcrger's children were 
Daniel n. Hosenbergcr, who hnd a 
farm nt•n1· Frick's l.iurinl grounds, 
,Jacob who hnd n farm southeast of 
l(ulpsville, lfolll'y und 8ophin, wifl' of 
Aal'on llccklcr, nnd 1111111111h, wift> of 
Cl111rles Dn•isbuch, and Christinnu. 
The residence wns the log c11bi11 emit 
of the Orvilla <·hurch. After th<.• death 
of Murtin Hoiwnherger, tlw widow sold 
the farm to Dr. Jucob I•'. Lumbe1·t, 
fifty-five uc1·cs. lie sold it to Joseph 
Isehe in 1807. lie sold it to Johurrnu 
~'.C'hulh in 1877. 

Carl Ludwig ~e,idence 

Mnrtil1 Hose11bct'J{c>r dt>tnched 11i1w
tN•n ncres nnd solH it to his son-in
lnw, Charles DrcisLnch, in 1862. lfo 
rrectcd the present house ut l.!0l'ltel' of 
Cowputh nnd Orvilla rout!. If el'e 
Dreishnch opernted II pinning mill for 
some time. He Intel' worked at Soud
erton, ut Monroe Soud<•r's plani11g 
mill, whe,·t> he wus unforturrnte in 
being burned so severely thut lie died. 
He had n bedrnom fixed on the s1ico11d 
floor, where he stayed till the we:.ik
c:nd. One night he wns uw:1ke11ed by 
the mill being on fire. The lower story 
wns in flames thut he could 11ot get 
down the stairway. He then t1 ied to 
get out by one of the windows, und 
drop himself to the ground, but wns 
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caught by the sash falling on his 
huruJs, holding hf m fast, and was so 
severely bumed that he died nine days 
afterward, May 16, 1884. 

The propertr was then sold to Jacob 
H. Crouthame In 1885. lie built u big 
Swh1s bn1·n the same ycnr. The next 
ycur, 1886, he purchased the adjoin
ing furm of Johanna Schulke, thus 
uniting Uw f ormcr trnct under one 
owncrshi(). Crouthamel then sold it to 
EIJn Delong, wife of John Delong, in 
1891, now containing seventy-six acres. 
She sold it to Snruh Vaunnttn, In 1894. 
Shl' sold It to Florence Howe, wife of 
Frunk Howe, In 1896. lie conducted n 
dail'y fnrm of Guertu1ey cows, cstab
lislwcl nhw n c1·eume1·y. The largl' 
Swiss I.mm wns <lest royed by flrc dur
ir1g his ownel'ship, nnd nnoUwr style 
burn wn11 then built. Howe sold the 
furm to Wnltrr Nickolson, of Phlla
ddphin, in 1914. During his owncr
~hip, the house wns considerably dum• 
u~t•d by fire, in 1926. It is now owrwd 
by Curl Ludwig. The log cabin was 
ulso clestrnyed by flrl', in 1928. Tlw 
fn1·111 is now divided ir1to a number of 
~111allt•1· lots wlwre dwelllngs hnve 
t,t•l'll t•rt•rll•1I. 

The Frank Munzin1er Farm 

A~ pn•viously mentioned, this wns 
:d:-11 :1 purl of the Mnl'lin Wiremnn 
t 1 :1t : 111' t h1• 140 ncrt's. Dnnlel Roscn
h1•qy1· eamc> into J)ossession of this 
f111 ,,. in 182:t AftCI' his death the 
IH·i ,·s sold to son, John W. Rosen-
1.H·l'J~<'I. i11 18:JJ, forty.five nCl'l'S. He 
dit•d in 18:JS. ,John Rosenberger hnd 
no d,ildre11. Aflt'I' his clenth the furm 
wus sold to John Weant. He sold it to 
Josc>ph Gerhnrt in 18•18. lfo sold it to 
Anu Bunting in tlw snme yt>ar. She 
sold it, to Joiwph Convt•I' in 1850. He 
sold it to John Munzingcr in 1869. lfo 
sold it to son, Frnnk l\lur,zinger, in 
J tlOG, t hl• pt·t'sent owrwr. 

Robert Smythe Reaidence 

Hcrv Dreisbuch erected n double 
house, which he lnlt'I' sold to two 
brnthers, Chnrles und Andrew Kline, 
sous 11f his second wife. They erected 
11 tm,-story b1'kk b11ildi11g with the 
i11lt!11tion of going in the undertaking 
busifll'ss, but, it seemed it never got 
lieyoud Uw intention11. In 1882 they 
sold the property to Oliver James. Tho 

house was destroyed by fire in 1883. 
James then bought a property in 
South Hatfield which was later Crout
hamel block houses. The Kline prop• 
erty was seized by the Sheriff in 1896 
us judgment against James, and sold 
to Charles Lippen, of Phinclelphia, 
who sold to Henry l\f. Oberholtzer, 
son of Tobias, In 1897. He razed the 
brick building usl'd ns a shop and 
built the present house. In 1908 he 
sold it to Jennie Clark Berry, wife of 
Edmund Berry, who sold it to Freda 
Smythe, wife of Robert Smythe, in 
1909, the p1·esent owner. 

Frank Munzin1er Tenant Houae 

In 1870 John l\funzingcr sold eleven 
acres to Jonas Prict.•, who then built 
the house. In 1886 Prke sold bal·k to 
Munzinge1·, the present owner. 

Oliver Kratz Realdence 

This wns pnrt of Mar·tin Rosen• 
berger farm. After his dcnth in 1866, 
his widow beC'ume the owner. After 
her dcc(.'(1i;e the heirs of Christinnu 
Rosenberger sold it to Abrnhnm K. 
Fn,tz, who conveyed it to Aaron Heck
ler in 1891. After his death the heirs 
sold it to Cornelius Heller in 1920. 
His widow sold it to Oliver Kratz in 
1922, the pn•sent ownN·. 

Paul Lulthle Reaidence 

This was formed by purchusing sev
Nal smnll trncts. John Yl'nkltJ, in 
1838, sold to Abrnhnm Yl'nkle, four 
ncres. Anollwr four ncrl.'s lsanc Ober• 
holtze1· sold to Abrnhnm Yeakle in 
l 846. He sold it to l<'rt>derick Hauber 
in 1860, to George Kistner in 1869, to 
George Kline in 1900. Kline sold same 
Yl.'111' to Marquis Rush Benjamin, to 
WiJlinm Merriman in HH7, to Pnul 
Luithle in 1921. 

Milton Delp Reaidence 

This was part of the Martin Rosen
berger farm. Tobias OberhoJtzer sold 
to son, Harry Oberholtzer, in 1896, to 
Hal'l'y Hawkins in 1897, to Ida Haw
kins in 1904, to William Weiss in 1906, 
to Julius Jensen in 1920, to Benjamin 
Swartz in 1921. His heirs to William 
Hager in 1929, to Milton Z. Delp, the 
same yl'nr. 
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Unity Houee 

This wns nlso u tract of the Rosen
berge1· furm. This was sold to Harry 
C. Hawkins, an attorney of Philadel
phin, who built the present house. 
After his denth it wns sold to u party 
who mude it into a boarding house. 
Luter it wus mndc into on apartment 
house. 

Raymond Kratz Farm 

This WM! u trnct of 160 ncres, which 
cnme from the Morris trnct, which he 
hnd sold to Hichord Tuylor, ns men
tioned in the Wireman's miJl property. 
This wns sold l,y Taylor to Morris 
Dnvis in 1730. He sold it to Peter 
Hoxworth in 1740. He sold it to Ru
dolph Lopp in 1748, who made the 
first im1n·on•ments. He sold to Abrn
hnm .Meyer in 1771. lie sold it to 
Jacob Huth in 1821, ninety-five ncres. 
The ndministrntor, llelll'y Ruth, sold 
it to John M. Rosenberger in 1824, 
seventy-two ncres. lie sold to John 
George Ernst, of Lampeter Towm1hip, 
I.11ncnster County, in 1828. lie sold it 
to Joseph Kindig, in 1830. He sold it 
to Joseph Drissel in 1869. He sold to 
,John Kmtz in 1804. Jfo sold it to his 
brother, Eli 1{1·11tz, in 1809, now Hfty
t wo ac1·t1s. lie sold it to son, George 
B. Krntz, in 1!)03. lie sold to son, 
Raymond Krutz, in W30, the present 
owner. 

Harvey Price Farm 

This wus purt of HaymGnd Kratz 
farm which was detached when Jncob 
Ruth owned it. During his Jif etime he 
mnde nn ng1·eement to sell twenty
five acres of his farm to Jacob Wisler. 
Ruth died before the title wus com
pleted. Then the administrntors made 
the finul trnrnmction in 1823. Wisler 
sold it to Monia Davis in 1880. He 
sold it to Nicolina Spirito, wife of 
Augustus Spirito, in 1918, .1ho sold it 
to J. Koch, of Philadelphia, in 1921. 
He sold it to Charlotte Krout, of 
Philadelphia, the same year. She sold 
to Celestine Price, wife of Harvey 
P1 ice, in 1938, the present owner. 

Frank Martin 

This was detached from what is now 
Raymond Kratz farm. Joseph Drissel, 

who wns the owner nt this time, de
tnched nine ucrcs and sold to Tobiftis 
Obel'l1oltze1·, curpent<>r, in 1862, who 
hud buildings erected nnd mudc prem
ii-es here. Oberholtzer sold it to Mnry 
Pvl<>, twelve ncn1s, in 1002. Wultt>r 
f>\•le thl'n sold it to John Snger in 
Hi03. He Rold it to I•'mnk E. ~furti11 
in l!J09, the Jll'eRent ownl'I', 

Michael Uhorczilc Re,idence 

Joseph Dfrisel, who wns the owner 
of Uw 1n·<•se11t Haymond K1·ntz furm, 
detachc\l seventeen nc1·es from tl!~ 
nurthenHt part of his furm und so!d 1t 
to Lewis Stong in 1860. Ifo had 
l,uildings <•n1ctl'd nnd mude n prt1mises 
lw1·t•. lie sold it to ,J ucob Booz in 1872. 
JI(' sold to Jomes Lutner in 1!102. II~ 
sold the sume to Willinm Jlermnn i11 
HIO:i. lie sold to Iluny Burkowsky in 
1904. Ile sold to Chnrles f~l,ert in 
1910. He sold to Wilson Derg<.•y \11 
1!121. Ile sold it to ~lichn<.11 Uhol'cztk 
the sanw ycnr. II<' is th<' 1u·es<•nt 
OWJICr. 

The Morri, and Mcllvaira Farm 

In 173H J{innersly sold 120 11c1·,:_•s to 
H<1 njnmi11 Hosenbl'rget. This com
prised nil tlw properties from the 
County Line nnd the Cross road below 
Line Lexington to the t•ross rood nbove 
Linc f.{'xington, including the Roberts 
1·esitlcnce nnd Berthu Dulius. In 1744 
Bt>ujnmin Hos<'nbergt•r sold this fn1·m 
to his son, ,John Hosenht•rg<•r, who 
sold tlw sume in two t1w:t:1 in 1746, 
forty 11cn1s tu ,fllmcs lluntel', u store
keeper, of Montgome1·y, for £60. In 
1764 lluntel' !sold the s11me to n Ger
mun wcuvcr, 1111mcd Jncob Boyer, for 
£206, who sold to Jucol, Hutzel, a 
tanner. He established II tnnne1·y in 
the trinn~ulur piece of 1rrournl ht!· 
tween the County Line und Turnpike. 
The tnnnl'ry wus in operation for 
forty-flve yenrs 01· more. 

In 1802 he sold to n young widow 
numed Huchel Dungan, whose husbun<l 
was a schooi teacher in New Britain 
Township, Bucks County. She was the 
duughter of Benjamin Matthews, Esq., 
of New Britain. Soon nfter this pur
chase she murried Isaac l\lorris, of 
Hilltown. She opened u :,lore here 
und resided here the rcmnin<lel' of her 
life u period of fifty-five years. She 
died in 1866, ut the ugc of eighty~flvc 
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years. She was the grandmother of 
Ollver Morris, n prominent citizen, 
who was Inter the owner of the farm. 
RuchnC!I Morris dcvhied it by will to 
John Morris in 1866. He soltl to OHvel' 
l\fonis in 1860. The heirs of the same 
to Normnn Monis in 1921. It is yet in 
his l'Stntc. 

Mcllvain Farm, Part of 
Roaenber1er Tract 

In J 746 John Rosenberger sold the 
remaining eighty-five ucrcs of the 
125-ncre tract to a Welshman named 
Dnvid Rowlnnd, who sold in 1706 to 
Adam Smith, who soon sold it to Peter 
Fl'ick. Trndition snys he cnme from 
Gl't·m,my in 1760 w>wn " boy fourteen 
Yl'lll'll of uge. lie bought udditional 
Jund until he owned J 12 nrres. By his 
will he dt•vi:wd the farm to his son, 
John J.'l'il'k, iu 1812. 

WILL OF PETER FRICK 

Ju the 11uml1 of God I tuke my pen 
to write my Inst will und teslnment. 
I Pct<.!l' l.,rkk ut present tlwelling in 
Hntfl<'ltl Twp. nncl Montgome1·y Co., 
stute of P<'n11sylvnnin, l•'nrmer. At 
prt•sl•llt in lwnlth nnd with my cos
tumnry inlt•lcrt •rnd memory mnke this 
flfh•<'rtth duy c. July, 1808. This my 
Inst will und ll'stamcnl us follows. 
l•'ird, I l'ommit my soul to God und 
<'Ol'l'llfltiblt• body lo the t.•nrth from 
wh1•11ct• ufll•1· nppointed time will rise 
a~11i11. Whnl now concerns my tem-
1w1·ury posHt•ssion I mnke open the 
sumc as follows. AJJ my r>ropcrty I 
lenve behind to my children nnd 
neplwws or unkles nnd o little to 
Cntlll'rillc, John's wife. 

Now fln;t, till' plncl• 01· all my lantf 
shall John my son hove for fourteen 
hull<lred 11rul five nnd twl'nty lbs. nnd 
shnll pny it in six months nftcr my 
dl'c1111s<1 but in cnse he will not take nt 
this t,l'icc so shnll his brother Michael 
Le entitled to it Lut if none of them 
will tnlw it nt this price so shall all 
my lund nl public vendue at n suit
ublt• time of the year as the Gaur
dilrns may ugrec. 

And my son John and his wife 
Cuthm·inc shnll be Guardians nnd I 
bectueath her· with a present fourty 
doll111 s nnd is my wiJI that you Guar
di11ns not arcording to the course of 
the world with your ways perform 

trouble stride over bounds. Moreover 
I bequeath to my nephews or unkle 
John's children. First to Jacob 100 
lbs., to Peter 94 lbs., to John 88 lbs., 
to Henry 82 lbs., nnd to Samuel 76 
lb:.. To Ann, John'R dnughter 70 lbll. 
and I bequeath to my nephews, 
l\fichae)s children, his son Pt•te1· 86 
lbs., his daughter Peggy 70 lbs., and 
his sor1 Jacob 70 lbs. All these legacies 
shnll be paf d out of my property 
nftcr the expfrntlons of six months as 
nbovc mentioned 01· interest paid to 
them. But should there be more chil
dren in my Jife time by my sons be 
lcgltmntely born so shall each one of 
them hnve five pounds less then his 
youngest brothe1· or slste1·. 

The Guardinn nnd Gunrdians shall 
nt nny time lend out the childrcns 
shore or interest (with this proviso) 
when u safe opportunity offers until 
they to the uge of twenty one years. 
But should one or the other be taken 
of by denth so shall the brothers and 
sisters of the dcrenscd divide his 
portions in equal shnres. Now what 
1·ernuins of mentioned devise my sons 
shall divitlc in l•qunJ pnl'ls be it bontl!t 
or notes ,1s nlso book dcmnnds house 
fumiture or a))J>lll'l•l. 

I suy you slrnll di\'ide in equnl pnrts 
but what concerns unused llnrwn shttll 
Cnthcrine, Johns wife hnvl'. 1'he 
honrds in the bnrn shnll he huve thut 
hns the pince. Whnt conce1·ns the 
nursery shnll he thnt has the plnce 
hnve one quoter wlwn nny bl'comc his 
tht·ec quntc1·s shull Le his childrens 
nnd nephews und I nominate m>· 
trnsty friend Mnrtl•n Funk us Guar
dian nnd appoint the snme to see this 
my will ncco1·ding to the truC! intt•nl 
executed and is my will that when 
John accepts nJI my Jnnd und plnntu
tion with nJI nppertnining not other
wise devised nt the considerutC! pric~ 
so shull this my for him und his heirs 
nnd successor or to whom he may 
make eve1· be such n goot.l deed or 
wa·iting as I could give it if I was yet 
living. AJI the above I ucknowledge as 
my Inst ,,·ill nnd testament and have 
with my own hand subscribed it. I 
above mention and subscriber. Amen. 
Amen. 

Peter Frick 
Witness: John Funk 

Abraham Hunsberger 
Written in German 
Probated June 9, 1812 
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John Frick married ,Elizabeth, 
dpughter of Doniel Rosenberger, son 
of. John Rosenberger, the Pioneer. In 
1837 the farm wns soJd to John Frick, 
Jr. John 11,rick, Jr., hnd n Jorge fam
ily, seven dnughters and four sons. 
Sarah mnnied Benjamin Rosenberger, 
Sophia married Levi Godshnll, Mnry 
manicd Henl'y H. Rosenberger, n 
Minister nmong the River Brethren, 
Amnndn married Snmuel Kulp, Emmn 
married Joseph Bergey, Catherine 
married Henry Delp, Mntildu married 
John Erney. Levi died when n boy of 
twelve ycnrs of age, Anron innrried 
Susnnnn Godshall, Francis married 
8usnnna Kulp, John mnrried Lydia 
Crouthamel. In 1802 John Frick, 2nd, 
sold the fnrm to son, Fruncis Frick. 
He died i11 1806 nnd is buried nt 
l<'dck's Cemetery. After his death the 
fnnn wns sold to Chnrles Croig, of 
Philndclphin, for $4,887.00. In 1870 
Sheriff Hunsiclwr seized the property 
und sold to Thomas Highly, who sold 
thl! snmc year to Joseph Crowson. 
8herifl' Larzelere to Highly ngnin in 
1874. In 1884 Highly to John K. Cly
me1·. It wus then occupied nnd funned 
by his so11, Harry, for some time. 011 
August 8, 1885, the 1Jn1·n was struck 
by lightning nnd consumed. The cows 
were out in the pustm·c ut the time, 
the ho1·ses were gotten out, but u cnlf 
perished in the flumes. In JOH) the 
l'Xccutor of John K. Clymer sold the 
furm to Alcxundcr Mcgis, in 1027 
Mcgis to Victor Motnitis. Then the 
Sheriff seized the property und so)d 
to Pennsylvnnin Joint Land Bank of 
Philudelphiu, who sold to Elizabeth 
Winton in 1934, who then married 
Edwin Mcllvnin to whom she truns
fcned it in 1936, the present owner. 

William Sack', Reaidence, 

Part of Frick Farm 

John Frick, 2d, nfter he sold the 
farm to son, Fruncis, retained several 
ucres along the pike whereon he had 
buildings erected nnd mude a prem
ises here, where he remained the rest 
of his life. He died in 1884 and is 
buried ut F'l'ick's Cemetery. After his 
death the executor, John K. Frick, 
then sold the same to Henry Rosen
berger for $676.00, who two days later 
transferred it to John Frick, seven 
acres. After his death, his executor 

sold to Murgurct White, thirteen 
ucres, who sold to John Weigner in 
1!122, who sold to Edward Bloom in 
1924, who sold to Ernest Martin in 
1925, who sold to Eugene Rumpp in 
1927, who sold to Willinm Suck in 
1!)40, the present ownl•r, now contain
ing four nc1·es. 

John Roberta, 

Part of Frick Farm 

John Frick in 1837 sold twenty-five 
ncres of the sou~hwestcrn end of his 
fnrm to David Scholl. This strip of 
Jund extended from the crossroad com
ing in from below Linc Lexington to 
the crossroad nbove Linl' Lexington. 
In 1848 Sl'110II sold th<' sume to 
Thomns Mnrtln. In 1850 l\lnrtin :-Jold 
it in two trncts, the upper purl to 
.rncob Sher (twelve ncrcs) who sold in 
1852 to Jncob Yenkle. In 1860 Yenkle 
to Willinm Boyer; in IH11 Lydin 
Boyer ndministrntors i;old to Welling
ton Clymer, who sold in 1 !120 to Oliver 
Bloom; who sold bnck to Wellington 
Clynw1· in 1!J28. In rn:1,1 Clymer to 
Bul'ks County Trust Co., who sold lo 
John Rob(•rts tlw same y<.•nr, the 
prl•sent owner. 

The lower pnrt wns sold in 1850 by 
Thomas Mnrtin to Henry Derr. In 
1803 Dl'IT to Conrnd Smith who sold 
to John McClintock in 1807; who sold 
to Cnhricl Cnmpbcll in 1870; who sold 
to Duncan Poole in 1893. In 1896 
Robert I•~loyd to Sumuel Seiple, who 
sold to Pat rick Skiffington in 1900; 
who sold to ~f ichnel St1mkowich in 
1923; who sold to Mikolng Grnbowski 
in HJ28; who sold to Acloiph Fnndrick 
in tn2!J; who sold to Joseph Wisniew
-dd in I !l:rn; who sold to Berthn Dulins 
in JP:!:!, the p,·,•sl'nt owrwr. 

Store Property at Line Lexington 

In 178!) Jucob Rutzell sold n lot, 
nine perches squnre, on the County 
Linc to Willinm Wrny of New Dritnin 
Township, Bucks County, f,11· fifty 
pounds. Wray is te1·mcd u shopkeeper. 
Ill> built n house in 1790 and prob
ably opened II store in 1791. He sold 
the some in I 791 to Jucob Clemens, 
who kept the tavern across the road, 
for 330 pounds. In 1806 Clemens sold 
to Andrew Trewig for 450 pounds, 
who held it till his clenth. 
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The ndministrator, Jacob Trewig, 
sold it to Rev. John K. Weiand In 
1829. Weiand the same year to Henry 
SheJlenbergcr, who sold to John Nun
newiler in 1844 i who sold to Chnrles 
Johnson In l840i who sold to George 
S. Decker in 1847. Becker to Philip 
Sellers in J 849. Sellers to Nlckolns 
Rittenhouse in 1868, Rittenhouse to 
Josinh Umstcud In 1801, Umstead to 
Alfred Acuff in 1864; Acuff to Chnrles 
l\lcGrory in 1800, McGrory to Richiu·d 
J. Hilles in 1808, HIiies to Enos L. 
Rosenberger in 1870, Rosenberger to 
Hnny Robinson in 1871, nn uuctioneer 
urid storekeeper; Robinson to Henry 
F. lluckmnn in 1894, llnckmnn to 
George f,;, Moyer in 1922, Moyer to 
Willinm Conley in 1927, the 111·esent 
owner. Moyer conducted the store 
until 1!)24, when he rented it to the 
Amerlcnn Stores Corporation, which 
tlwy conduct('d to about 193!), when 
tJwy discontinued it. 

The Weikel Reaidence 

Rnclull'I llungnn dctnclll'd n plot of 
gl'ound from he!' fnrm und sold to 
lll•nry Ll'idy in 1804. The heirs of 
Leidy th,.n Rold it to Simon Ott In 
186!1. 'l'hC' ndministrnto1·s of Ott sold 
to John Bnmclt in 1894, who imnwdl
nt<•ly trnm1fl'1·r<'d it to Henry Weihl. 
Aftl•r his denth, to Amnndn W<'ikel ill 
Hl42, ttw Jll'C'~l'nt ownc1·. There have 
IH•<•11 n 1111111ber of houses built on the 
J.'ri<.'k nnd l\tol'l'iM fnrmR in the lust 
h\·<•nty-fivt! yen1·R, which 111·e wclJ 
known to the JH't1se11t gl'lwrntion and 
u1·t• of 1w hiRtoric vnluc nt preiwnt. 

STACE LINE 

Prior to the raill'onds the country 
wns netted with stnge lines. The first 
)\tage line th1·ough llntfteld via the 
old Bc•thlt·hem PilH• was estublislwd in 
176:{ by Gl•o1-g<• l~lt•in. The ron<I l\l 
thul time wns c1dll•d King's Highway, 
h1tt•1· Bf'thlchem Pike. Th<' first tl'ip 
wus mnde on September 10th of that 
year in what he termed a stage wag
gon. 

Ht• started every Monday moming 
from the Sun Tavern, Bethlehem, and 
returned from Philadelphia every 
Thursday morning, consuming a week 
in his round trip. Klein sold out in 
1766 to Francis Oberlin for t\fty-two 
pounds. Starting pince for stngc in 

PhlludeJphia, King of Prussia Inn, on 
Race Street. Charge, ten Shillings. 
Distance from Court House in Phila
de)phln to Rising Run, 3 ½ miles. 
Mont Airy ........................... 8½ miles 
Sculls ............................ 10 mUes 
Ottlngcrs ........................... 12 ½ miles 
Whitemarsh Church ............ 13½ miles 
Benjamin Davis, Spring 

House ............................ 16 milos 
Baptist Meeting, 

Montgomery .................... 23 miles 
llousekeepe1·s (now Linc 

Ll'xington) . . . ............. 26 milelt 
Swamp Meeting .. . ....... 37 miles 
Stoffel Wngners ...... ····-··.47 miles 
Dethlehem . . . .. . . . ....... 62 % milei:1 

In 1792 the stuge reduced theil' 
time to two days !'ound trip. In 1798 
it was reduced to one dny. Line Lex
ington wns cnlJecJ at that time House
keeper. Edward l\f utthews, n history 
Wl'iter in 1806, stntes it was called 
Middletown. This wns nn important 
stutio11 on this line. A chnngo of 
horses wns mude here nnd pusseflgl•I'~ 
Wl'l'e given an opportunity to dine. 
The stnge line continued in operution 
until some time 11ftt•1· tlu.• ofJt111111g of 
the North Penn Railt·ond. 

Naming o( Line Lexington 

As previously mentioned, it Wll:i 

called Middletown bccnuse of it being 
midwny bctWl'C'll Philndelphia nnd the 
Lehigh. At thnt time n tavern, ~tore 
nnd n few houses constituted the 
villngl', This name not proving ncce)>t
uble, much discussion arose us to the 
sciection of nnother. As thil-1 discussion 
wns going on, Henry Leidy, who lived 
where the Wciikel residence is, being 
n mnnufucturcr of hnts, inserted Lex
ington in the hats he manufactured, 
in honor of the Dattlc of Lexington 
of the Revolution. This dl'cidl1d tht~ 
qut•stion, whe1·cupon a Post Office wns 
soon cstnblished by that name, but it 
wns soon discovered tlml there wns 
unothe1· Lexington in Erie County, 
nnd so the pretlx Linc wus attached. 

Matz and Stewart Reaidence, 

Shooter Tract 

John ~Jonis sold 260 acres to 
William Bevan in 1702. He sold the 
same to his son-in-law, Abraham Free, 
in 1736. He <lied in 1738. It is doubtful 
if either hnd lived here. It wns then 
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sold to Jacob Shooter In 1740. This 
tract was located between the cross
ro,id at Trewlgtown and the crossroad 
above Line Lexington, from about 
whet·e Frick's' Burial Ground is, over 
to about WUlfam Kerl''s 1·esldence, 
Shooter conveyed the southwest part 
of this tract to Jacob ,veirman some 
time between 1740 and 1748, At this 
latter date Welrman conveyed sev
enty-three acl'es to Michael Krider, 
Ho purchased another tract of twenty
one acl'es in 1760, Krfdet• also pur
chased one acre of Rudolph Lapp In 
1748, These ninety-five acres Michael 
Krider devised to ~is son, Abraham, 
by his will dated July 1, 1761, 

Abraham Krider, n blacksmith, sold 
the same to Jacob Cline in 1708 for 
807 pounds, He sold to John Klein 
fifty acres of this tract In 1 '198 for 
271 pounds and five shillings, Klein 
sold forty-one acres of this tl'act to 
Christian Rohr, of Lower Salford, in 
1800, After hfs death Jacob Rohr sold 
the same to Christian Benner, Sr,, 
in 1880, He sold it to his son, Chris
tian, in 1887, now thirty.three acres, 
He sold the same to William Ritten
house, Sr,, the same y_ear, 

After his death William Ritten
house, Jr,L. administrator, conveyed it 
to Harry J<obf nson In 1804, He trans
ferred it back shol'Uy afterwards to 
WIUiam Rittenhouse, Jr, Ho sold it 
the same. year to Sarah Kahle1·j wife 
of John Kahler. They sold to ames 
Gamble in 1865, He sold it to James 
l\lcKalg in 18'11, He conveyed it to 
Edwn1·d McKaig in 1879, His adminis
trator, Amos Allebach, soJd It to 
George B, Kratz in 1908. 

He sold it to Gertt•ude May Zano 
in . 1909. She replaced the present 
building, Sheriff C. J. Buckley then 
sei, ~he same and sold it to Amos 
Alk .. u~h ht 1911, Ho sold to Herman 
Behr in 1015, He sold to Fritz Shall
bruch in 1921. He sold to Walter 
Stewart in 1923, fo1-ty-eight acres, the 
p~•esent owner. 

Ruuell Mats Farm 

Jacob Cline retained fo1'ty-two 
acres from hf s nlnety•ftve-acrc tract. 
Afte1· his death his widow, Barbara, 
b_ecame the owner, ln 1808 ner son-ln
law, John Ro11enberger, sold this tract 
to John Allebach, He sold it. to John 
Benner in 1816. It was next conveyed 

to Henry Cassel in 1884, The sheriff 
seized the same and sold It to Jonas 
Clymer in 1844, 

Tho Improvements were then a log 
house. Clymer sold it to George Hange 
tho same year, Ho was the owner until 
his death. His heirs then sold It to 
Dani cl R, Rosenbergo1· In 1878, Sheriff 
Stahlnecker seized tho property of 
Rosenberger and sold to George S, 
Snyder in 1880, The next year Snyder 
sold It to John Bl'eh· ( 1887), Ho sold 
ft to Joseph Kaelin in 1804. lle sold to 
lppolisto Cocchia in 1924, He sold to 
l_gnatius Greenlee In 1920. He sold to 
Carl Koetdg the same yeal', The sheriff 
seized the same and sold it to George 
Young In 1983, He sold to Wtlllam 
White the same yea1•, He sold to 
Melvin Stewart In 1943, Russell Matz 
is the present owner. 

Northeaat End of Shooter Tract 

8111• Farm 

Henry Souder bought a tl'act of 
150 acres nt a date unknown to the 
w1·iter. Henry Soude1• granted to 
Abraham Obe1•holtzcr, 184 acres In 
1778, Ho transfer1·ed tho same to 
Abraham Ruth In 1770, He sold to 
Jacob She1Jonbergo1· 105 acres in 1793, 
Jacob Shellenb~rge1· sold sixty acres 
of this b·nct to John Kline in 1804, 
another tract of fltty acres which 
John Kline purchnsed from Jacob 
Kline also in 1708, 

John Kline wllled this tract to his 
widow, ntte1· her death ft was to be 
appraised nncl sold to his g1·andson, 
John Klein. In case he should 1•efusc 
to accept the snmo It wus to be sold 
and the proceeds divided amongst his 
children: namely, John Klein and 
Elfaabeth Fretz, wife of John Fretz, 
nncl Mary Ann Ruth, equally. 

John Klein did not nccopt the offel', 
It was then sold to Francis Hnrtman 
in 1850, He sold to Isnac Brandt ht 
1857. He sold to George Thomas 
eighty acres in 1858, He sold to Con
rad Arnold in 1804, He sold to Joseph 
Hayes in 1878. The next year the 
Shel'iff seized the property and sold it 
back to Arnold. He sold it again to 
Louis Martin in 1878. lits executor, 
Wilson Bergey, sold it to Harry Mllle1· 
in 1917. He sold to Elwood Biggs fn 
1930, the present owner, 



HISTORY OF HATFIELD 109 

Henry Roth Realclence 

Jncob ShcJlcnborgor, who had bought 
105 ncrcs in 1'108 of Abraham Ruth, 
detached twenty-two acres and sold to 
Samuel Apple .. He sold this to Jacob 
Rosonborge1· fn 1804. Rosenberger sold 
to Henl'y SheJlcnborgor In 1888 
twenty-one acres, Shcllcnborgor sold 
to Isaac Rosenberger In 1840. He 
sold it to Jacob Reiner In 1844, now 
seventeen acres, Reiner sold the same 
to Tobias Roscnbergo1• in 1860, 

He sold to Samuel Souder In 1865. 
Ho sold to John Kratz In 1860, His 
executor, Jacob Kratz, sold to Henry 
Reiner In 1003. lie sold to Jacob 
Moore tho snmo yenr. Ho had building 
e1·ectcd and mndo n premises here. It 
now contaf ned nineteen acres, Moore 
sold it to Elwood Ga1•gcs In l 020, He 
sold ft to Fred Dietrich In 1025. Ho 
sold to l\ffchnel Pul'rl f n 1027. llo sold 
to Wlllfnm Edgar Rouko In 1084. It 
was next conveyed to Henry Roth, 
nine ncrcs, In 1038, the present owner. 

Randolph Cieri Realdence 

Jucob SheUenbcrgcr sold nttccn 
ncrcs to Catherine Shelve, widow of 
George Sheive, She sold to Abraham 
Hunsberger. He sold to WIiiiam John
son In 1790, Johnson to John Fuhnor 
In 181'1, Fulmer bnck to Hunsbe1•go1· 
in 1827. ltls administrator John 
Jj1rfck, to Dnnfel Oross In 1850. His 
administrator, Tobias ~Wier, to 
Geol'ge Pl'fester, In 1858: to Charles 
n. Martin in 1809. 

Ho mndo an assignment for the 
benefit of his c1·cdfto1·s in 1888. The 

assignee, Jacob Bachman, then sold to 
Daniel R, Rosenberge1• In 1884. Ile 
was the owner of the adjoltting farm. 
Sheriff Stahlnecke1• seized both prop• 
el'tfes of Rosenbergel''s and sold this 
to his brother, Jacob R. Rosenberge1•, 
Ho sold to Snrah Rosenberger1 wife of 
Daniel Rosenberge1·1 In 18H0, now 
twenty acre a. Hea· heirs sold ft to 
F'o1·dinand Scheidcgg In 1008 who sold 
to OJivor Bloom in 1915. He sold Jt to 
Antonia Tame1·ellf, of New Jel'sey In 
1016, He sold ft to John Fitzpatrick, 
of Phfladelphla, In 1017. 

The house was destroyed by fire 
dul'ing his ownea·ship. He sold ft to 
Hurvey J, Cressman in 1020. He built 
tho house. 'l'he sheriff ~e:ized It and 
sold to Emil Vetto1· in 1080. Ho sold 
it to St1•fcklc1' Uonch in 1081. Ho con
veyed ft back to Vetter again fn 1983. 
Ho sold again to Joseph Klaumenzo1· 
in 1035, He sold ft to Randolph Clegg 
in 1939, the present owno1•, 

Welllnaton Clymer Realdence 

This was a pa1·t of tho Kline farm, 
John Kline sold thirteen acres f1·om 
his fnrm to Michael Snydc1• in 1853. 
Ho sold ft to Louis Tomlinson in 1857, 
Ho sold to Phflfp Sellers In 1801, He 
sold ft to Colllns l\fcNutt In 1805. He 
sold to Gnnet Detwiler in 1877. lie 
sold to his father-in-law, John K. 
Clymer, tho samo ycat•, His executor 
sold to n g1•andson, Wellingston S. 
Clymel', In 1010. He buflt the house 
nnd mndo a pl'emises hoa·e, He is the 
present ownea•. 
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FARMER AND DROVERS HOTEL AND 
TREWIGTOWN SECTION 

( Called Hatfield Square) 

This is known as Trewigtown Hotel, 
also named Black Horse. In a previous 
chapter it was mentioned that this 
part of the Morris tract which was 
sold to Ebenezer Kinnersley. He sold 
to Jacob Shooter 126 acres in 1739. 
This bordered on County Line from 
the crossroads at Linc Lexington to 
cro~sroad at Trewigtown. In 1742 
Shooter bought 260 acres on the south
west of the first tract reaching over 
to the road in front of Michael Uhor
c:zik residence, extending up to the 
crossroad northwest of Frick burial 
grounds. 

Shooter owned the first trnct only 
eight years fo1· in 1747 he sold it to 
John .Morris, of New Lritain, for 
£200. He sold this tract to Henry 
Lorah in 1760. This he owned till 
1768, at this latter date he is called 
1i.n Innkeeper. He did not make enough 
money at this calling or else spent it 
too fast, for Sheriff Redman, of Phila
delphia, seized it and sold to Jacob 
Leidy, of Franconia, in 1768. 

He sold it to George Sheiv(· in 1770, 
116 acres for £040. Sheive ndded fifty 
acres by purchasing it from Jacob 
Shooter in 1776. Sheive now owned all 
the lattd from the crossroad at 
Trcwigtown over to County Line up 
to the crossroad at Line Lexington. 
Sheive sold the whole tract to Henry 
Keller in 1783. He sold it back to 
Sheive in 1787. Sheive remained the 
owner now until his death. Sheive, 
now growing old. made his will in 
1793 and died soon after for the exe
cutors sold it to Jacob Snare, of Bed
minster Township, Bucks County, 
~eventy-three acres in 1796. He was 
the proprietor and the owner till his 
demise. He was also assessed with one 
slave in 1796 and 1797. He devised it 
to his sons, William and John Snure. 
They were the proprietor until they 

sold it to Jacob Trcwig, seventy-one 
ncres in 1882. 

The family of Trewig were unf or
tunate-towards the close of his life 
he became insane and died in an 
asylum. His wife and one daughter 
also lost their reasoning nnd became 
victims of insanity. 

Trewig sold his hotel and eleve11 
acres to Thonrns Sellers in 1847. He 
sold it to Charles Hoot in 1866. He 
sold it to John Slifer in 1867. In 1864 
the license was transferred to Jacob 
Smith. Slifer sold the hotel to John 
Keller in 1866. Keller then leased the 
tavern to John Siggins in 1867. Keller 
sold the hotel to James Clnrk the samo 
yenr who sold it to George Went
worth, of Hilltown, in 1869. In 1868 
it wns lensed to John llnckmun till 
1870. From 1871 to 1880 Wentworth 
was the proprietor. Chnrles Lambert 
l<.•usecJ it in 1881. In December it wus 
leas(.ld to J. l\f. Shelly till 188:t 

Then Sheriff Stahlnechr seized tlw 
property and sold it back to Clark in 
1884 for $6,600. Clark then sold it to 
Isaac Tyson in 1886. lie wns n hors,• 
denier nnd conducted many horse sides 
here. Tyson sold the hotel to Henry 
L. Fretz, of Hilltown, in 1887. lfo 
sold it to Hermnn Gummd, of Phila
delphia, in 1889. lie Hold it to John 
Yurick in 1801. The Sheriff then 
seized the 1n·operty nnd sold to G. 
Woody Krauss in 1898. He sold it to 
Charles f'red Matz the same year. He 
:mid it to Gottfried Heller in 1899. 
In 1~98 it was lensed by Wm. Henry 
Dinlocker. The executor of Heller sold 
it to Thomas Quinn in 1903. Mary 
Quinn then sold to Aaron Detwiler in 
1911; who sold it to William Deturk 
in 1913; who sold it to John Richard 
Casper in 1920. After his death his 
widow, Rose Caspe1·, sold it to James 
Burton in 1930. It is now the property 
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of Eliznbcth Albrecht, wife of Alvin 
Albrecht. 

Samuel Walter Farm 

Former)~• Shellenberg(•r Tavern. 
This wns part of the Shooter Tract. 
The house was a log nnd stone build
ing. In l 776 Jacob Shooter sold fifty 
uc1·es of his plantation to George 
Sheh•c. Ile wus the owner of the a<l
joi11ing property, now known as the 
Trcwigtown Hotel. In 1783 he sold 
both properti<'s to Henry Keller. He 
sold it back to Sheive in 1787. After 
the death of 8heive his executors 
sold this tract of fifty-six acres to 
John Neiman in 1796 for 866 pounds. 
By nil aJ>pearnnces it had been occu
pied by Neiman before this purchase 
fo1· he was granted a liquor license in 
1793 which he held until 1796. In this 
year lw was indicted for holding a 
tipling house (Court Record). Jacob 
Ruth, n constable, wns he>ld in .£20 us 
n witness to appear May 11, 1796. 

Neimnn sold the hokl property to 
Joel Brynn, of Iluycock Township, 
Bucks County, in 1796. Ile wns land
lord until 1802. He sold tht• snme to 
Philip 8hellenlwrger the same yenr 
( 1802). He sold it to Conrad Shellen
herger in J 821. Ill' sold it to l\f ichnel 
ShellenLerge1· in 1827. Ile sold it to 
Jacob Trewig in 1831. At this dnte it 
wus not licensed uny mon.•. The nex~ 
~•par Trewig bought also the Trewig
town Hott>I in 1832. In 18:1,J he soltl 
the Shellellberger JH·operty to Willinm 
Snure. lie sold to lsanc HosPnbergC'l', 
of Fmnconiu Township in 1835. Ile 
sold it tu Dr. Jncob Lnmlwrt ill 1866. 
lie sold it nguin to Jncob Trewig in 
l 866, forty-two ncres. II is adminis
trutors sold it to Albert Phillip,; in 
1861. 

lie sold it the snme ye>nr to Enos 
Fr11ntz. Ill' sold it to Jnne McKilllny, 
of Venungo County, wife of Gilbert 
McKinluy. She sold to Nonh Sheip in 
1883. He sold it to Elmer Ruth in 
J 907. Jfo sold the same yem· to John 
Chambers. lie sold it to 8nmuel WnJ
ters in 1910, now tw(lnty-four nc1·es. 
Henry SheJlenbergcr wns landlord in 
1808. Philip Shellenberger was land
lord ufter that year. He was landlord 
until 182tl. After this dnte the license 
wns discontinued. 

The Milla Reaidence 

Isaac Rosenberger, the owner of the 
Walters fa1·m, detached three acres 
from his farm nnd sold it to Albert 
French in 1862. Joseph K. Landis sold 
it to William B. Hill in 1869. He sold 
it again to Albert French in 1870. He 
sold it to Ann Clymer, wife of Abra
hum Clymer, in 1886. The heirs then 
sold it to Fran:-< Taylor in 1913. He 
sold it to George E. 1\loyer in 1916. 
He sold it to John Reddin in 1922. 
Ile sold it to Otto Hentz in 1937. His 
widow sold it to Jonas Mills in 1938, 
the present owner. 

The Shotwell Re1idence 

Isanc Uosellberger sold three acres 
of his furm to Joseph Lundis. He sold 
the same to William Hill in 1869. He 
sold it to Albert French in 1870. He 
sold it to Isnnc Tyson in 1877. lie sold 
to Jnmes Clnt·k in 1886. Mury Clnrk 
~old to William Tyson in 1902. The 
Montgomery Trust Company, guard
ian of Elizabeth Tyson, sold it to 
Charles Geikll'r in 1920. He sold it 
to Clnrellce Drngdon the same year. 
Ht• sold to John Burgess in 1921. lie 
sold to Jnne McIntyre in 1927. He 
sold to Johll Shotwell in l!).j2, now 
colltnining one ncre. Ile is the pre:.e;,, 
owner. 

Kern• Reaidence 

This wus purt of the Rosenberger 
lorn!. His ndministrntors sold it to 
Albert Philips. He sold it to Enos 
Frantz in 1861. lfo sold twenty-three 
ncres to Jane l\lcKinluy in 1867. She 
sold it to Christinn Kern in 1879. 
After his death it bccnme the prop
erty of Eliznbeth Kern, in 1933, the 
pr<>sent owner. 

Boltz Residence 

Gilb('l't ~lcKinlay sold u lot from 
his tract to Simon R. Snyder in 1872. 
His heirs sold it to Wilson Bergey in 
1923. He sold it ne.xt dny to Nicholas 
Bold. Be sold it to Philip Boltz in 
I !l37, the present owrwr. 

Frank Kleopher Farm-No. 1 

I rnuc Rosenberger detached eleV('Jl 
ncrC's from his farm and sdd it to 
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Frederick Trauger in 1858. He sold 
the same to William Ewing, of Philu
delphia, in 1800. He sold it to Thomas 
Marshall, of Venango County, in 1866. 
He sold it to Ephruim Kratz in 1876. 
He sold it to Aaron Styer in 1882. 
He sold it to Frank Yarrick in 1893. 
He wrote his name in German, Franz 
Yorg. He sold it to George Schmelzer 
Mny 2, 1896. The house was destroyed 
Ly fire about 1897. Schmelzer wn
veyed it to John Kaufle in 1897, a 
builder and contractor. He re-built 
the house and sold the property to 
Frank Kleopher in 1898, the present 
owner. Here was operated u bakery 
for some time. 

Kleopher Property-No. 2 

Jacob Trewig sold twelve acres to 
Henry Essich in 1840. He sold it to 
Joseph Ratzell in 1860. He sold to 
F1·ancis Hartman in 1866. He sold it 
to Caroline Dungan in 1871. Her son, 
l<"'rank, sold it to George Moyer in 
1924. He sold it to Adam Kleopher in 
1927. His executor sold it to Esther 
.Moyer in 1937. She sold it to Charles 
Kleopher the same year. His execu. 
tor conveyed it to !<'rank Kleopher in 
1943. 

The Fred Weber Rt>aidence 

John Frick sold seventeen acres to 
Peter Frick in 1836. He sold to Fred
erick Faber eleven acres the same 
year for $694. Faber sold it to Enos 
Jenkins in 1840. He sold it to John 
Hackman, a saddler, in 1840. He sold 
it to John Bilger, a shoemaker, in 
1853. His widow, who afterwards 
married a Ewing, sold the same to 
Joseph Musselman in 1870. He sold 
it to Elizabeth Leidy, wife of Isaiah 
Leidy, in 1872. She sold it to Andrew 
Swartz in 1875. His executor sold to 
John Bl'inker in 1877. He sold it to 
Thomas Jones in 1878. Joseph Jones 
sold it to William Martin in 1897. 
Wilson Bergey, his executor, sold it to 
Rezerry Bendette in 1917. He sold it 
to William Ang:Jtadt in 1921, now one 
acre. The sheriff seized the same and 
sold it to Bucks County Trust Com
pany in 1931. They sold it to Emilie 
Pennypacker in 1922. She sold it to 
Fred Weber in 1938, the present 
owner. 

Reiner Reaidence 

A purl of the Sheive property. 
George Sheive sold fifteen acres to 
Emanuel Shittle. He sold to David 
Reiner in 1799. He sold to ~amuel 
Reine1· in 1819. He sold to David 
Reiner in 1821. He was n turner nnd 
spinning wheel make1·. In 1890 Sheriff 
Clinton Rorer seized the property RtHl 
sold it to William Richurdson. His 
heirs next sold it to Mal'garet Reiner, 
widow, in .894. She liwd in New Jer-
~ She sol<AJ,t_, lo

1
J~Vill_inm R 'ner~, vv lh£w- 0 '-/V/; ~ I 4 v 

Miller Residence ~ 
This was part of Trewig property. 

JncoL Trewig sold twelve nct·es to 
Lewis Apple in 1866. He sold it to 
Robert Stoneback, of Philadelphia, in 
1868. He sold to Levi Bissel, of New 
York, in 1866. He sold it to John l\lc
Kinlay in 1866. He built the present 
house. He sold it to Carrie Caun in 
1886. Louis Caun sold to John Peebles 
the same year. He sold it to Samuel 
Swurtley in 1889. He sold it to Isaac 
Miller, of Philudelphiu, in 1911, the 
JlrPsent owner. 

Cutler'• Reaidence 

Being the same which the O1·phnns' 
Court granted to Amunda Mattis and 
her husband, Jonnthun. She being a 
duughter of Jacob Trewig this grnnt 
was made in 1860. She sold thirty 
act·es to James Clark in 1806. Mury 
Clnrk sold the same to George Kiste1· 
in 1904. He sold it to Sallie Ellis in 
1908. She died August 12, 1910. She 
bequeathed it to her daughter, Idu 
Noll. She sold it to Ethel Kulp, wife 
of William C. Kulp, In mt 7. They sold 
it to John Stewurt in 1920. He sold 
it to Edward Cutler in 1926, the 
present owner. 

Elwood Moyer Residence 

Jacob Trewig sold nine acres of his 
p1·operty to Samuel Hackman, of Sell
ersville, a saddler. This transfer was 
made in Ui63. He built the house. He 
sold it to Henry Rosenberger in 1860. 
He sold it to Sumuel Effrig in 1866. 
Jncob Schull next sold it to Sarah 
Seiple, widow, in 1888. She sold to 
Samuel Bergey in 1911. He divided 
the sRme. He sold to C. We~ley Stout 
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one acre in the same year. He sold it 
to Ida Moyer, wife of Elwood Moyer, 
in 1917. After her denth it become 
tlu_. prOJll'l'ty of Elwood Moyer. 

The Underwood Reaidence 

This was part of the Hackman 
property. Samuel Bergey, the owner 
nt this date, sold to William Morris 
in 19ta. Be started a cunnery here. 
Lat<.>r he moved it to South Hatfield. 
Morris sold the same to ,Joseph 
Landis in 1915. He sold it to John 
Underwood in 1921, the present 
owner. 

The Rhinehart Bergey'• and Smith 

Reaidence and the one owned 

by B. and L. 

This was part of the Trewigtown 
Hotel property. Jacob Snnre sold one 
ucre to Benjamin Lee, of New Bri
tain, a blacksmith, in 1803. His son, 
Snmucl, sold the snme to Henry Ren-
1wr in 18:10. lie sold to Willinm Snare 
in 1831. lie sold to Dr. Jonathan 
Evans in 1833. Evans then sold what 
is now Rhinehart llergey's pince to 
John Hoxworth, a blncksmith, in 1834. 
lie sold it to Milton Jenkins, also n 
Llncksmith, in 1847. Ile sold it to John 
~nntmnn in 1855. He sold to Thomns 
Dungan in 1857. lie sold to !\tury 
Eckhn>-t in 1865. She soltl to Jacob 
lin r·rn•1· i 11 1866. He sold to Fredt>rick 
Hillwig, u blncksmith, the same yt>nr. 
He i::ol,1 to Henry L. 8. Huth in 1902. 
lie sold it to RhinehHt Bergey in 
1 Ht 2, the present owrwr. 

Smith Reaidence 

'fhe heirs of Dr. Jonnthun Evans 
sold this property to Mnrgnret l\lc
Kinlny, wife of John l\lcKinlny, in 
I 860. John l\fcKinlny sold it to Re
beecn Derr in 1884. Catherine Smith 
sold it to Elmer Knipe in 1909. He 
sold to John C. Detwiler in 1911. He 

sold to Louis Snyder in 1921. He sold 
to Robert Lee in 1924. He sold to 
Lilly Musselman in 1927. He sold to 
George Hendrick in 1928. The widow 
sold it to James Burton in 1930. The 
Sheriff sold it next to Albert Gray, 
an attorney, in 1932. lie sold to Wil
lnrd Smith in 1033, the present ownel". 
alro-of-New-,Jc:1 sey, in 1949, the 13ree 
(.Ult-OWIH!i', 

Thomaa Pugler Reaidence 

Thomas Reiner sold from his prop
erty one-hnlf ncr(• to Lucinda Bnrth~ 
in 1870. The sheriff seized the prop
erty und sold it to Olive1· Morris in 
1877. He sold it to William Ellinger in 
1905. He sold to Adak Irwin the same 
Yl'lll._ Irwin then sold it to Matilda 
Krnmer in 1008. She sold to Idn Miller 
in HHS. She sold it to .Margaret 
Harrnr in 1922. She sold to Florence 
~fartir1 in l!l33. She sold to Gordon 
Pierson in 1942. He sold it to Thomas 
Pug-ler in Hl4:J, the present owner. 

Tlae Montgomery Reaidence 

Jacob Trcwig, who purchased the 
Micha(•! Shellenbergl'l' fnrm, dC'tnctu.•d 
nine acl'l•s nnd sold to Jacob Steer in 
1830 for $8u0. lie then made a 
premises here. He sold it to John 
Leidy in 186 t. lfo sold it to Prank 
Bigony in 1869, now l'leven acrl's. The 
sheriff sc>izt>d it nnd :-old it to Amnn
da 8orvcr in 1888. Mnry 8orvcr sold 
it to Jonns Hinckel in 1893. lie sold 
it to Willinm Monis in 18t)9. He sold 
to Frnnk Steiger in 1911. He sold it 
back to Monis the snme ycnr. Morris 
sold it ngnin to P. Erwin Swartley in 
1914. He sold it to Jncob Clynwr the 
same yenr. lfo sold to Nl'llie Cutler, 
wife of Edwnrd Cutler, also sanw 
year. Cutler sold to William Kohl
hans in 1922. He sold to \\'alter 
Byrnes in 1926. He sold to Gl'orge 
Quinn in 1937. He sold to Lourie 
Montgomery in 1940, the present 
owner. 
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THE EASTERN CORt'ER OF TOWNSHIP 

The Zimmerman and 

Crouthamel Farm, 

This was part of tlte Taylor tract 
which is described elsewhere. Richard 
Taylor conve.ved to Morris David 160 
acres in 1716. This tract was located 
beginning at Montgomery Township 
line northwest ulong the Cowpath 
road to Lenhart road, thence north
east to the late John Lenhart's farm, 
thence southeast to township line. 
Morris Davis sold this farm to John 
Kennard, of Montgomery Township, 
in 1729. He sold the same to William 
Morgan in 1730. 

He devised 100 acres to son, An
drew, by his will. And he then devised 
to his children: Daniel and Rebecca, 
in 1869, wh1 was inter-married to 
Nathan Harrnr. The farm had pre
viously been divided; Nathan Harrar 
had received the southwest part bor
del'ing on the Cowpath road, fifty 
acres. Andrew .l\f orgnn, son of Daniel, 
sold what is now the Crouthamel farm 
to John Ford, in 1864, of Gwynedd 
Township. He sold to Abraham H. 
Fretz in 1866. He conveyed it to his 
father, Jacob Fretz, in 1872. He sold 
it back to his son, Abrnhnm, the next 
year. He sold to Charl<'s Hoffman in 
1880. 

Fretz then Lought a farm along the 
Bethlehem pike at Hockertown, in 
1882, which is mentioned elsewhere. 
Charles Hoffman devised this farm to 
his son, John, by his will in 1921. He 
sold it to George Crouthamel in 1928, 
the present owner. 

There is a tradition that after the 
battle of Germantown a number of 
retreating soldiers w~re fed here. The 
first to arrive was an Irishman who 
shouted, "The boys got the worst of 
it," or something equivalent. 

The Zimmerman farm - Nathan 
Harrnr, who received this part of the 
farm, fifty acres, by his father-in
law's will. Afte1· his death it was sold 
to his widow in 1879. Theodore Har
mr, her executor, then sold to Frank-

lin llarrur in 1891. After his deceast! 
his executor sold the farm to William 
Zimmerman in 1936, the present own
er, now thil'ly-eight acres. 

THE FORMER DAVIS 

PLANTATION 

This wus part of the Richard Tay
lor trnct which is described in unother 
chapter of the Morris trnct. In 1716 
Richard Taylor conveyed n truct of 
160 acres to Abraham Hill for the 
sum of forty-nine pounds. He sold this 
trnct to Richard Davis in 1730 for 
100 pounds and according to his will 
it could never be sold. He devised ttw 
same to John Jenkins, of Gwynedd 
Township. Jenkins devised to his son, 
Owen Jenkins, the mujor part, 100 
ncres in 1806. 

The other fifty ncrcs at the north
east end he willed to his son, Jesse 
Jenkins. This is now the M<'Nnughton 
residence. Owen Jenkins devised the 
100-ncre farm to John M. Jenkins by 
his will written May 11, 1843; pro
bntcd June 3, 1856. His udministralors 
sold it to Chnrles Stetson in 1880 for 
$10,000. 

He, not knowing the e11cu111brunce 
on the farms, sold the fnrm to George 
Mullenhuui in 1883. lie uhw did not 
know the encumbrance on the furm by 
the Davis will until the School BounJ 
demanded their $63.20 yearly, equi
valent to twenty pounds, which was 
ulrendy some years overdue. 

Then Sheriff Charles Johnson seized 
the property in 1896 und sold it to 
John B. Stetson. Ile sold it buck to 
Charles Stetson in 1901. He sold to 
Nicholas Julien and Murie R11gli us 
tenants in common in 1903. They sold 
half part to August Vocgthe in 1913. 
He sold the whole tract to Susie Ogden 
in 1916. Jusper Ogden then sold it to 
Emineld Colburn in 1921. 

He sold it. to Katherine Mernoft' 
the same year. She had the farm 
cleared from its encumbrunce in 1925, 
which i8 described in the chapt<'I' on 
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old-time schools. Katherine Mernotf 
then sold thl• fnrrn to Jacob Ginsburg 
in 1927. It wns then divided into small 
building lots which ttre now owned by 
various pnrties. 

McNaughton Re,idence 

This pnrt of the Davis tract John 
,Jenkins devised to his son, Jesse Jen
kins, in 1806, fifty ncres. Jesse Jenk
ins devised it to his two daughters, 
Mnrgnt·ct Jenkins ancl Priscilla 
Hhonds, wifo of Samuel J. Rhonds, 
in 1863, now thirty-seven acres. These 
.sist<.•rs sold it to Levi Ke11er the same 
year. H(_l conveyed it to Samuel J. 
Rhoads also in 1863. Samuel J. 
Hhouds wiHed it to his son, Sylvester, 
in 1894. lie died int~stute. Then 
Franklin Harrm·, guardiun of Sy)ves
lt·r Hhond's minor children, sold to 
John IJreir in 1898. His executor, 
Wibon Bergey, then sold to Louis 
l(leeman in 1926. Ile sold to Paul 
Sc·hlancler in 1927, now twenty ucres. 
He sold to George Potts in H)28. lie 
sold to North Penn Building uncl Loan 
in Hl3a. They solcf to Lesley Andrew 
i\h•Nnughton the sanw yenr, the }lres
t:nt owner. 

WI LL OF RICHARD DAVIS 

In the name of God Amen. The 
:W day of January, I 762. I, Richnrcl 
Davis of the twp. of llntfield County 
of Phila. Province of Pennsylvunia. 
}h•ing- sick nnd wenk in body but of 
11erfcrt mind and nwmory, thanks be 
unto God llw1·efor cnJling into mind 
th<' mortnlity of my Lody and knowing 
that it is appointed for nil men once 
to die., do mnke nrnl ordnin this mv 
lu~t will nnd testanwnt. • 

Thnt is to sny Principnll): nnd flrst 
of nil. I give nnd rt•<·ommend my soul 
in the hands of God thnt gnvl' it. I 
recomnwnd my body to the <'arth to be 
l.n11·ied in dC'cent Christian burinl nt 
thr discretion of my excct. not doubt
i111r but nt the Genernl Resurrection 
I shall receive the same again by the 
mighty powe1· of God. 

As touching such worldly estate 
wherewith it has plettsed almighty 
God to bless me in this life. I give, 
<kvise, and dispose of the same in the 
following manner and form imprlmfs. 
I give and be')urnth for thc> nicou1·a~."e-

ment of learning of youth in the twp. 
of Hatfield the ~mm of twenty pounds 
u year towards keeping and main
taining u free school in the said twp. 
the said twenty pounds to be paid 
yearly and every year after my de
cease by my executors or survivors 
of him and I do hereby appoint con
stitute nnd ordain my fric11d John 
Jenkins of the twp. of Gwynedd my 
sole excct. of this my last will and 
testament of all and singular my 
lands and messunge and tenements 
and nil my estate real and personal 
by him to be posscst during the time 
of his natural life to lease out my 
lands at his discretions and let no 
waste nor distruction be made there
on a11d I do hereby impower my said 
ex<.•ct. in his life time to choose nn
othcr to net in his place after his 
decease nnd second to choose n third 
nnd so on forever my said lands to h~ 
keJ>t hy my snid executors one after 
another without sale intnil forever. 

The• said succ('ecling or ~lll'viving 
cxctutor to give sccul'ity for the pny
m~nt of the said twenty pounds a year 
for the use of the said school to my 
tl'UstcC>s herenftel' nnmed but if mv 
c>xecutors or his sur\'ivors should 
1wglcet 01· refuse to choose another 
in his stead to net after my decease 
then the snid twp. or the major of 
them to choose one to net ns nf on•said 
my will is farther that my present 
t•xect. or any of his successors shall 
not exact. more than five per cent fo1· 
uny of my money nt interest if paid 
in due time nnd I mnke my friends 
Thomas Davis nnd John Wright both 
of Hatfield trustees or overseers of 
this my Inst will nnd testament to 
tnke cnre and see the same performed 
nccording to my time intent and mean
ing said twenty pounds a year to my 
snid tmstees or theil· successors by 
my executors. 

After my decease the said trustees 
to apply the same for the use of the 
said school accordingly but in case of 
the death or removal of one or both 
of my present trustees the said twp. 
to choose others In their stead and I 
do give one ttcre of and by the great 
road side by the creek side adjoining 
James Logan land for the us~ of said 
school and I do hereby utterly dis
alow, revoke and disannul all and 
every other testament, wills, legacies. 
requests, and executors by me in an~· 
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wise before named willed or be
queathed, ratifying and confirming 
this and no other to be my last will 
and testament in witness where I have 
hereunto set my hand as seal the day 
and year first above written. 

Richard Davis 
Recorded and filed in PhiJndelphia, 

February 20, 1762. 
Recorded October 21, A. D., 1884, in 

Norristown to Isaac Rosenberger, 
Trustee. 

THE FORMER EV ANS 

PLANTATION 

David Evans owned a large tract 
in the eastern corner of Hatfield 
Township, 763 acres. About 260 acres 
were in Montgomery Township. The 
600 acres in Hatfield he purchased in 
two tracts, the first he bought from 
Ebenl'ser Kinnersly in 1736, two hun
t.ired and fifty acres. The next he 
bought of 'fheophilus Williams in 
1737. Duvid Evans lived in Mont
gomery Township on the former 
Moore stock farm. David Evans was 
born in Wales in 1690 and died Sep
tember 8, 1763. He was admitted to 
the membership of the Montgomery 
Baptist Church in 1719 and became 
its first deacon in 1722. He is buried 
at the Montgomt!ry Baptist Cemetery, 
the epitaph on his tombstone is: 
Entombed I am in dust I lie 
And wait that blessed morn 
When Christ's own voice calls me to 

rise 
To live in light forever. 

David Evans had only one child, a 
daughter, Rachel. She married Peter 
Evans. He was an esteemed man in 
the community. He died September 28, 
1822, aged 86 years. He was justice 
of the peace for many years. He was 
also a physician. After Ms death the 
plantation was then divided. This 
plantation was located from about 
where the Montgomery Baptist 
Church is thence northeast to County 
line, thence northwest to crossroad at 
Trewigtown, thence southwest to 
Davis plantation, thence southeast to 
the church. 

The reason this plantation was not 
divided prior to 1819 is because David 
Evans devised this plantation to his 
grandchildren by his daughter, Ra
chel, which were six, two daughters 

and four sons. The <laughters, Ly<lia, 
had manied Jd,n Roberts, an<l Surah 
ha<l married Dr. William Byran. 
These daughters received the tract 
which was in Montgomery Township. 
011 the Evans plantation, however, 
wel'e four farm buildings long be
fore it was divi<led. Tlw sons wern 
John, Septimus, David nnd Peter. 
John received the lower portion bord
ering on Montgomery Township. To 
Septimus was conveyed tl1e Wnshe 
fnrm. 'fo David wus transferred the 
Dubow f urm. To Peter was conveyed 
the Bannon form. 

The lower tract in Hatfield Town
ship was conveyed to John Evans, 
138 acres in 1819. The boundaries 
were beginning ut the former Hoff
man land, now George Crouthamel's, 
on township line thence northeast 147 
perches to Septimus Evans' land, 
thence northwest along said land, 
thence southwest along Septimus 
Evans' Jund. The line crossed Bethle
hem pike between John Paul's resi
dence and Jacob Ruth over to the 
former Hoffmnn's land, thence south
t>ast to beginning. 

This trnct was owned by John 
Evans only a few years for he died 
shortly ufterwards. His cxl-cutors 
then dividt•d the fnrm. They sold of 
the lower end, bordering on Mont
gomery Township, fifty-five acres, to 
James Davis in 1824. This tract was 
locnte<l on the eust nnd west side of 
the Ilethlehl•m pike. Dnvis then sold 
this form to Daniel Rosenberger, of 
Bedminster Township, in 1847. He 
was u son of Jacob Rosenberger, the 
owner of what is now Chester Knlpe's 
farm. He• sold the twenty-one acres 
on the west side of the pike to Chnrles 
Haldeman, his son-in-luw, in 1867. He 
built the house where W. H. D. God
shall now lives. 

The next year Rosenbl•rge1· sold the 
other twenty-six acres on the east 
side also to Haldeman. This twcnty
six-acre tract Sheriff William Bolton 
seized the same yenr und sold to C. 
Todd Jenkins in 1868. He sold it back 
to Haldeman in 1871. Sheriff Jacob 
Tyson then seized both properties of 
Haldeman and sold them to Isaac R. 
Rosenberger in 1882. He sold it to 
Jacob Staly the next year. 

In 1884 the Sheriff seized the same 
for debts owing to Rosenberger and 
sold it to Stnly ngain. He sold to \Vil-
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liam Huus in 1886. He tnn1derred 
it buck to Annie Stnly, wife of Jacob 
8tnly, the same year. It wus then sold 
to Andrew Moore in 188H, nvw con
taining forty-six acres. After his 
death the Fidelity Trust Company, 
ucting (lXecutor, sold it to John Ricley 
in 1907. He sold it to George Hough 
in 1911. To Rnch(ll Ridey the same 
~·enr. They sold to Joseph Fretz, of 
Ambler, in 1913. He sold to R. Hayes 
Dutton the same yenr. He sold to A. J. 
Koch in 1921, now thirty-three acres. 
Sheriff Hamilton next sold to Hnny 
Richardson in 1922. Ile conveyed 
t\\'(lnty-six ncres to George Erdman 
in 1923, the pr~scnt owner. 

The Upper Part of John Evan• Farm 

This part of the F.vans tract was 
sold to Jncob Swartley in 1832, sixty. 
one ncres. He died not long nftcr,vard 
for his administrutors, Catherine 
Swartley and Jacob Swartley, sold 
the same to Henry D. Swartley in 
1836. lh• sold the irnme to Henry 
Smith, carpenter of Philadelphia, the 
same yenl'. Bis administ1·ators sold 
thirty-nine ncres to Oliver Frick in 
18G:J. To Abinh Jumes the next yeur. 
lfo sold it to Zachariah Leidy in 1809. 
This part around Colmar depot was 
then divided into building Jots. In 
I 87:J tlll' mujor pnrt wus sold in one 
t met to Thomas Atkinson, of Doyles
town, thirty-three ucr·es for $10,000. 
It was thl'll solil lo vnl'io11:-. parties. 

OuBoia Coal and Lumber Yard 

OliV(ll' Frick, owner of this thirty
three-aerc trnct, sold four ucres to C. 
Todd Jenkins in 1864. lfo cstnblished 
u feed mul ronl busine:;s here. He 
Wl111t bankrupt. It was then sold to 
Duvid High i11 1872. It wns tl1t .. 'll 
leused to Isunc It Hosenbc1·gt•r, who 
conducted the business until 1882, 
when his brother, Charles Rosenber
ger, was ndmitted ns a partner. In 
1906 Sheriff Matthews sold the prop
erty to James Hadden. He sold it to 
Amanda Rosenberger, wife of Charles 
Rosenberger, in 1907. He conducted 
the business then until 1916 when it 
was sold by Amanda Rosenberger to 
W. H. D. Godshall. He sold it to Wnl
tcr DuBois in 1919, the present ownc1·. 

The Colmar Creamery 

Isaac Rosenberger sold one acre of 
ground to Colmar Creamery Associa
tion whereon they built n creamery. It 
wns next sold to Joseph Landis in 
1886. He sold it to John Holly in 1886. 
He sold it to John Sommers in 1925-
t he estutc 8till owning it. 

Colmar Store 

Isaac R. Rosenberger sold a Jot to 
George Brecht in 1878 1md thereon 
was erected a building for R store. He 
conducted the same until he sold it to 
Theodore H nrtz(ll) in 1890-the estate 
owning it at this writing. 

Colmar Hotel 

Abinh Jumes, of Hilltown, a hotel 
keeper, bought n truct of fourteen 
ucres of Oliver Frick, in 18tJ4, where
on the hotel is built. He had a liquor 
license granted June 17, 1868. He 
conducted the hotel until 1872. Jfo 
trnnsferred the license in 1873 to 
Burtis .Magill. He trnnsfel'l'ed next to 
~lnrtin Eckhart in 1874. lie trans
fened to Dnvid Ycrk<'s in 1876. Thi! 
next yenr trnnsferred lmck to Eck
hn l't. In 1871 Sheriff seized the prop
l'lty of Abinh Jomes und sold to his 
son, Oliver P. Jnmes. lie sold to 
Mnggie Fit•gel, wife of Remy Fiegel, 
in 1876. 'I'hl' ll<'Xt yeur the license!3 
were transferred to Fiegel who held 
them until 1879. 

In that yenr tlwy we1·e trnnsfcrreu 
to Abel Young. Ju 1882 the Sheriff 
seized the hotel proper·ty of l<'iegeJ a11d 
sold it back to Oliver James. Ill' sol-! 
it to Heinrich Schmidt in I S84. 'l'lw 
licenses wel'e trnnsfcrred to Schmidt 
in 1885. He slo:d the hotel to Anni~ 
~ludgin, wife of Willinm l\ladgin, in 
1896. It was next sold to E. B. Wam
pole in 1907, containing thirteen 
ncres. Sheriff Louis Nagle seized the 
same nnd sold to Henry L. S. Ruth in 
1918. He sold the same year to Joseph 
Fretz. He F.old on same date to Samuel 
Kirk Leedy. He sold to Mervin C. 
Johnson in 1922. It was next sold by 
Leidy Aker to Walter Bnily on same 
date. Baily then transfened to Marion 
Ellis, who conveyed it to Cecelia Baily, 
wife of Walter Bnily, in 1933, the 
present owner. 
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Nicholas Waahe Farm 

This part of the David Evans plan
tation was conveyed to Septimus 
Evans in 1819, one hundred and 
sixty-four acres. His executor sold to 
Dr. Jonathan Evans in 1831. He sold 
to Michael Ash in 1333. He sold to 
William Wilson in 1836. He sold to 
C. Todd Jenkins in 1840, seventy-five 
acres. He made an assignment for the 
benefit of his creditors. They sold the 
form to Milton Jenkins in 1873. He 
sold to Isaac Rosenbel'ger the same 
year. He sold it to William Eisenberg 
in 1879. It was next sold to Mary 
Reyner in 1880. Next year to Henry 
Chamberlin in 1881. He sold to George 
H. Danenhower in 1883. His heirs sold 
to William Dannehower in 1900. 

It next became the property of 
Frederick and George Dannehower. 
George died in 1919. Then the Penn 
Trust Company, Guardian of his 
minor children, sold his share to Fred
erick Dannehower. He sold to Nicholas 
Washe in 1925, twenty-five acres, the 
present owner. 

The Dubow Farm 

This part of the Evans plantation 
reverted to David Evans in 1819, 
grandson of the above, this contained 
164 acres. He devised it to his son, 
Septimus Evans. Then Ann Evans, his 
administrator, sold to Esther Evans 
in 1887. She sold it to Seth Stout, of 
Cheltenham Township, in 1893. He 
died in 1898. He devised it by his will 
to his son, John Stout, who was living 
on the same. He sold thl' same to 
Sigmond Katzianer and Joseph Bes
premi, each half share in 1919. They 
sold it to A. Kock in 1921, ninety-seven 
acres. 

Sheriff Haseltine Lever seized it the 
next year and sold it to Wilson Bergey 
(1922). He sold it to William Daly in 

1924. The sheriff next sold it to 
Pennsylvania Joint Land Bnnk in 
1934. They sold it to William Arnett, 
Jr., the same year. By l\ll appearanc~ 
he did not come up to the require
ments. They sold it then to Samuel 
Dubow, in 1935, the present owner. 

The John Bannon Farm 

This pnrt of the David Evans plan
tation wns conveyed to Peter Evans, 
Jr., son of Rachel, in 1819, 123 acres. 
This Peter Evans had two children, a 
son and a daughter. They both died 
before their father. The daughter left 
no issue. The son, George, left a son, 
Peter, to whom the pluntntion de
scended after the death of his grand
father, who died in 1832. This Peter 
Evans made an assignment for the 
benefit of his creditors in 1879. The 
assignees, Oliver Morris and Jacob 
Buchman, th11n sold the farm to Bar
clay Walton in 1880. He sold it to 
Israel Reifsnyder in 1891. He sold to 
Philip Theobald the next year. He 
sold it to Jc,hn E. Lenhart the same 
year (1892). The barn was destroyed 
by tire in 1898 and rebuilt by John 
Lenhart. He sold the farm of eighty
three acres to Berthn Pearlstein in 
1926. She sold to John Bannon, of 
Philadelphia, the sume year, the pres
ent owner. 

This plantation, during Peter Evans 
ownership, was in charge of diffe1•ent 
persons. In 1786 it wus in ehnrge of 
John Mason, Michael Moyer nnd Ed
ward Morgan. There was nlso a grist 
mill on this plantation, built by David 
Evans. It was in charge of Benjamin 
Williams, with twenty-five ncres, in 
1786. In 1787 to 1790 it was in chargt! 
of John Trump with fifty acres. After 
this date it was in chal'ge, with 
twenty-five acres, of Peter Evans 
from 1791 to 1794. After this date it 
wai- no longer in use. 
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