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HISTORY OF FRANCONIA TOWNSHIP. 

ITS SITUATION-1)),:Ul\'ATION OP l1'S NA~IJ-:-xv~un:H OF T.\.X.ABU:S, ANH 

.UIOUNT OP T.\XATION-11'S t:AllLIES1' S.ETTU:ns-1T:-; •·rm,T 1'.ANNl-:H\'-
01·1rnn As.-;1-:.-;."'.-~rns•r:,,;. 

l◄'rnnconia townshipiH 1-Jihmted 
in tho nortlwnHtcrn part of 
l\Iontgomery county, j(!ining 
Bucks county on t.he northenst 
nml Upper nnd Lowm· Snlfbl'd 
Hatfield tOWJH-lhip on the wc8t, 
south nnd east.. ltx nren is 1'48! 
sqnnre miles or Uu!JO ncre~. 
'l'hc surfh.cc is gencrn1l.r level, 
bnt. 8Ufliciently qndulntiug to,-. 
HUscepti~tc of i-;urfhce drttinuge 
into the hendwnterx of tlw 
Skippnch, Brunch urnl lndinn 
crcek8, nil of which flow through, 
the towi1ship, nfforcli11g light 
but n:-;efttl water power uml mill 

site~. 'l'hc em,tcrn brnuch of 
the Perkiomen forms the nol'th­
wcsh.•rn boundary of tho town-. 
~hip. 

'I'he nnmc of }'rnnconia is de­
rived from nn olcJ Duchy, which . 
nfh•rwnrdt-t f ormcd n circle of 
the Germanic J~mpirc, nnd sig­
nifiel'i " Lmut·· of the Frnnks," 
whcn<~l' nl:-·o · Francl\. On 
Holme's mnp of 1682 it is culled 
tlw "Dnkh tow118hip," from 
whieh we infor thnt the Dutch 
were its enrlil1st :-:ettlers. 

In 1734 tlw town.-.:hip cou­
tnincd thirty-four tnxahles nml 
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luml-holdcr:,;, tll'nrly n.11 Ger- an<l ,Jncoh Oberholtzer in . 
nmn:,;. Amongl'lt, tlw:m mny be August, l 73~. 'l'hesc, pt.whnp~, 
mentioned ,John lt'ry, 150 ncrcN; nil came from the Pnlntinntc or 
I lcnry Hosenbergcr, 12;:, ncrel'i; Pfitltz. 
,Joh 1 Oherholtzcr, 150 nertil'i; One of the fir:,;t :-;cttlcr.~ of tho 
Ul1ristinn Meyor, I GU nc.rc~ ; towuship is tmitl to have been 
Ulrich Hnushcrgor, .jO .1w1-cH; VhriHtinn I•'tmk, who ~t.•ttlctl on 
Frederick Got~halk, 100 acrcl'i ; the lndinn twcek, below the mill 
~lichncl Bing, I 00 acre:--; Mieh- of George S. Huifl: 'l'he Hom.lerli 
nel Hentz, I 00 twrt•l'i; George of thu towni-;hip llft) tlc~ccmlnnts 
Hartzell, 100 acreH; Andrew of his fomilv, nnd n.rP now re-. 
Bnrntlt, 75ncrc:,;; Henry Barndt, l'iidiug throughout the townlihip 
I 00 acre:,; ; i.'rcderick ~hull, in multitm.h.•:,; 

• I 00 ncrc:,; ; tl ueoh Ba vn rd. I OU . 
ncrt•s, nnd John \\'ilhelm. 50 
ncrm;. ~lost or the~c ·1m.,•t• tic­
sccmlants residing iu the town­
~hip nt tho prt•wnt <ln r. Uhris­
tinn Mcyor arrived in l727, 
Frederick 8holl iu 1728, J acoh 
Ohcrholt.zcr, Gem:go 1 lnrtzoll, 
Lmlwig Hnrtzcll; .Michael \Vil­
hcl111 and Johnnus ~'rv in 1780; .. 

Leidy's tannery, one milt.• 
• • 

Nontlt of'Houdcrton, wns thnndml 
in l 780 by ,J ucob Leidy, grn11d­
fhthcr of the present proprfotor. 

In 1781j there wnsone tnvorn 
liccnsml, two grist 111111s, one htu­
nroy nn<l two ~lnve8 nMm~8cd. 
'!'ho taxc·s nsscsscd was fhr dc­
frnyiug Uw public oxpc11scH of 
the county. 
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INTRODUCTOR.Y. 
The 0 History of lc'rnuconin Township" i.~ presented to the 

pnhlic ll8 n memorinl of the one hundred nnd fifty-fifth yen1· of its 
incorpornted existence. .:\Inte1;inl flwts lmvc IJcen cliligcnt1y 
sc ught after nncl pa~nt lnbor cheerfully bestowed upon tho work .• 
)~vents are chroniclecl in a nnrrntivc rather than in a contro,·er­
Hinl form, nnd truth gleaned in tt hundred NourccR hns heen con­
densed in order to nmkc it. a valnnhlo work fhr the futm·l~ nml 
present. genernt.ion8. It is submitted to .Jt generous nnd intelli­
gent people in the bt~lief tho.t it will meet.' their npprovnl. 'rhc 
labor of the author was ~hared by nmny resident:,; of the township. 
lndcCld \\' m. \Y. Wile hn~~ our sincerest. thnnk::c for Mftl cheerful in~ 

. -- - .,,,..., - _...,. 

formntion we received tu1d gleflncd from hiM own lips. The labor 
hr .,. V .Jll4 

wn11 nhm shared by R. U. llnngt?)\ ,ym. S. Hcmsing, ll. K. God-
shnll, H. K. Hnckmnn, n. R. IlnrtzelJ, I. C. Barndt. nnd others. 
\Ve finally oxtond om· sincerest thanks for their co-operation nncl 
d1corful informntion. This little work wn.s never intomled to be 
published in hook form at the beginning, but \'lefe hastily written 
to meet c1wh wciok's puhlicntion of the ,VERKLr ·NEWS, nnd, there. 
fore,,we do not claim for them nny measurcf of liternry nwrit. 
'rho liU.lo hook conta,ins mnny mistnkcs duo to the printer nntl 
nuthor, but ncvorU1oleRs if, will fill its mission for whttt it hnd 
been prepared. 'l'lw writing ol n history is not ns easy a matter 
llH many u1ny suppoHo. It is for one to pttll in the far dim clis-
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htncl, of the p.tst, t.laen whorl' shall you hcgin nnrl whnt :--hull bu 
omitted. lt "ir~ the pen of n genernl hil-4torim1 which give:,; ns th~ 
principnl cn~nfs of the pm~t ,u!d the present fon\'es much tmw2·it­
t.en, likC' tht' lrns~>nmlmnn in the l11u~n.1i-:t ficlcl. t-lwrc~ is alwny~ 
Momct.hing left. for tlw glPullPl'H, ~o tho minor ot'{'t1rrc1wes of lifo, 
if not gntltC'rc,f"h.v the loenl ltistorin11, are lrn4 to us and our chil­
dron. ·His l~ t.hoso following after ns that mm1t of thiH interest 
1H uttuchctl. '''c Ncuing thu every dny <~vents ns they tr1mKpirc 
around us <lo not renlizc how highly tlwy would he prized in nftcr 
ycnrs, The lives nnd ·hnhitH of our country ()('Opie fiu· rcmo,,cd 
from the hnsfle nm) turmoil of city life do not ro\'t-'nJ. it is truu, 

• 
i.;t.riking chnrnctcriHtics, y<.1t they hu.ve blwir way, their modes of 
lifb nnd living, their ,lnily 1·011tinc ofbusirws or of phliumrP, whid1, 
it' nm·1·nted in a Himple way only, wonhl ho 11 grntificat.ion to ,nnny 
n household. \\'c readily ace how thi:-; would be the cnstl ifmeni-• 
01·y \\'<mid only be en1·1·fod bllck n single gcncrntion to heholtl whnt 
mighty chungcs ba\'c hccn wrought t.hercin. 'rhe WUJ'B, m~thoc.lN 
nm] uMgcs of former times arc supplnutcd hy new pmcticcs, 
nnd with it t.he hound of thought is eulnrgotl. Our loeul hi.stor­
ians hnvo aided gt1cnt1y in ref.leuing from oblivion much that 
would othci·wisc have hecn lost, and contrihntml largely to tho 
.ilmd of general inlol'mntiou, ns reeo1'<le•l b_,· locnl historians in 
shape fr..r further reference. It. is bot.h intl1 rl,Htiug anti instrnc. 
tive to rend the histor,· of our forofittheri-1, to muforstaml b,· whnt-,. . 
toils, through wlint. clifllcmHies, o\'el' what ohRtadPs tlwy, from n 
focblo colony planted in nn UllPXploretl wildorne.~s, 81 ruggled up 
to n poHition of Wl~nlth nnd power. 

,J. D. SOFD~;n. 
· Telford, 1\ ugust 10th .. 1886. 
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PART IL 

l,ANl>-JIOJ.l)Jms IN 1794-TAX i\SSJ,~',I.;{) ON UAf'IIEU>IlS-NAllrn OF LANJ>-

110(,l)J,:ns AND DAcmu.ons IN 1704. 

In 170,1 George Bilger, n fox 
collector for thnt ycnr, returned . 
ninety-six owners mul occupiers 
of improved laudH in tho town­
ship. 8c,·cnty-thrce of the mun­
her were nssessed for tnxnblc 
vnlnnhle~ over two hundred 
potmd~, nml twenty-three for 
~mns le&,;; thnn two hundred 
pounds. 

'l'he tax mt~cssccl Wfts for the 
purpose of defraying the public 
expenses of fhc county. 'l'hc 
total sum of dnpJicntc wns 
[o;Cvcnty.four pound~, five shill­
ings nncl two pence In nddi­
tion to this tux lnicl upon real 
nnd pt.1r1mnnl property, the snm 
of three pounds nncl ten shillings 
wns lairl upon eleven single men 
residing in the township. 'Phis 

lnttcr suqjcct of taxation wnR t-:o 
remarkable thnt we give place 
to their nnmcs: George Hert~le, 
Jncob Lantles,John Hunsberger, 
George Cope, Christian Huns­
berger, George Uoseubcrgey, 
Abrnhn.m :Moyer, Snmnc1 Moyer, 
Christ.inn. Moyer nnd .Joseph 
Smith. 'I1he Inw under which 
th•Jf-!e young bachelors were 
tnxcd waR general throughout 
the Stnte nt. the- dntc of this as­
sessment. Amongst. the assess­
ed lnnd-holders of 1704 were 
John Althouse, George Bilger, 
Henry Bt•rnclt, Isnnc Bergey, 
Christion Benner, Samuel Brode, 
Cnptnin John Cope, Peter Con­
ver, George Cressman, Henry 
Deitz, Peter Daub, Abrnhnm 
Dulp, John D~i.wcilcr, Henry 
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Furman, Jo·1n Freid, Jncob Ger- 1734 there were 34, 17 41, 50; 
hnrd, AncL·cw Hentz, George 1828, I 00 ; 1868, 380, nncl in 
HnrtzeJ!, Christinn Hunsberger, 188.f, 078. 'l1he cst.im11te vnluc 
John· IInckmnn, Jncob Hngcy, of all renl nnd personnl property 
.John Kindig, Ahrnham Clem- n:.;sc~~ccl in 1704 wns$l27,470; 
mer, George Kriebel, ,Jolm the value ns returned by the nr­
Lcitdcr, Yellis Lnn<lcs, Henry, ses.•mr fhr l 88-1 is $} ,4;jl),3;30. 
tlohn, Isnac and Bcnjnmin The per cnpita taxable vnlue to 

Landis, JJJ!m l&.idJ~ Susann each person asse~scd in l 7!H 
Moyer, ,John, Ji;,anc nncl Chri~- was $1327, nnd in 188·1 it was 
tin.n ~Ioycr, Abraham Nci~s. $2148. '1~110 incrcnsc in popu­
J ncob Oberholzer Philip Obc- Int.ion hns hccn in like ratio, in 
dim•; Jncob Oberdorf, l~nnc, 1800 it wns 620, in 1830, 008; 
Henry, Christinn and Jncoh in 1850, 1270 ; in 1870, 1950, 
Souder, QQQ.rgtJ SJ!@Jllllkrr, nncl in 1880, 2556. 
George Schooll, John Swartley, 'l'hc lm-4t two dccmlcs seem-to 
George Shnciclcr, Jncoh ,vam- have been the most favorable of 
polcl, Andrew Swartz, Dnniel nny in the history of the town­
\Vnmpold, Michael \Vicrman, Rhip. An incrcnsc of 1380souls 
,John ,vHson, Gcr:~Q'.c \\'under- in n totnl popu)ntion of 2556 
lick ·and Jnincs Yocum. It will persons, within n period of 
be observed by reference to the twenty-six ycnrs, nrgncs well 
tax duplicate of 1884 thnt many for nn inland township. It wns 
nnmcs will be found of tho~c doubtless clue to the opening of 
families, mo,!jt of which doscond the North Pc111u~ylvnnin. r,iilrond 
from tho nhovc names. 1'hc nncl the local commercial enter­
number of tnxnblc persons have pritm nncl \'illngc life brought 
increased in a just ratio wif.h wit.h it. 
vnhtcR in this township. In 
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PAHT III. 

\'11.1,AOF.S-'fl-!J,PORI>-C'OUNT\' LINE IJOTm,-~OUDt:RTOS-FR.\XCOXL\ 
SQUARH AND FJUNCON[A \'rt,U;, 

The returns of the merchnn­
til(.ln,pprnii-icr for 1884 showR thnt 
there are over sixty bn~inl's.~ 
firms within the limits of the 
townl-lhip, which shows the cnpi­
tnlizcd energy nud thrift. of the 
l◄'runeonia people. 

\'11,I.AOES AND J>OST-OPFICES, 

'l'hc villngcs of the townshi11 
nrc Frnnconin Sqnnre, near the 
centre; Frnnconin,·ille, in the 
sottthm·n }lnrt of the township, 
nrnl 'l'elfhrd nnd Souderton on 
the rnilroncl in the eastern Jlfirt 
of the township, nncl nnothcr 
litt!c villngc which has sprung 
up within tho Inst few yenrs in 
the northern 1mrt. on the 
Allentown rond cnllcd I~nrling­
ton. 'l'he post-oflicc~ m~c 'rcl­
ford, i.~rnnconin, _&,udcrton nnd 

Gehmnn. 
\'[LLAGH OP TBl,FORlJ. 

The ground on which Tclforil 
villngc stnncls wns bought in 
1737 by Conrod Dct.tercr from 
Humphrey ~lurry. It. em­
brnceR nbout 120 ncres, the 
grcntcr pn.rt. of it. lying on the 
.Montgomery side. Quite cnrly 
it became the Junction of puhlic 
roads. \\'hnt is known n~ the 
county line road wn8 opened in 
1762. Since the locntion and 
construction of the North Penn­
sylvania railroad it bus bccmnc 
nn important pince of business, 
snp11ortiug tho usual industries 
of n. village-,vhet~lwrighting 
11.nd carriage 1naking, smithing, 
tin smit.l1i11g, stone cutter, hnr­
ne~s mnking, cnrpcting, cnhinot 
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mnking, watch mnkinµ:, dwc:-:e 
box mnnufneturing, plnnning 
mill nnd steam ngricnltnro.l nm­
d,incry repair i--hop, nlso n beer 
hottling eHtnh! iAh mcnt. 

COUNTY LrnB IIOTJ-:1,. 

'rhc County Linc Hotel in the 
• 

villngc of 'l1clfhrcl was crcctetl 
in 1857, hy J. N. Souder. Jona-. 
tlmn Barndt, resicling on the 
cowpnth, hauled the lir:-:t. load of 
Htonc:-: for its erection. 'l'hc 
wn~h nnd bake hom~c stiJI nt.­
tachccl to the hotel' is the first. 
hni!ding in the village. One of 
the oldest bnildingR in 'relford 
i~ none-story st.ruotttrc on the 
premi~es formerly owned by 
:Mr. \Vigncr, nwl is yet. in ~oo:I 
ordor. '!'here nre :--tore~, deni­
ers in lumber, coal, feed, flour, 
hay and live stock, nll of which 
nttrnct. to it the pntronnge of n 
line ngricultnrnl neighborhood. 
'l1herc iR nlso located here n 
Union chnpol, huilt in 18i0 ; 
used principnlly for Smutny 
school purpoxcH. 11hc rn.ilroad 
facilities have mnde tho place 
de,1irnhlc fbr rctddcnces nnd the 

population number~ now tihout 
GOO. 

v11.1,,,ot,: ot,• soun1mT0N. 

'Phe ,·illage of Souderton 1s 

Hitunterl on the 1inc of the North 
PtmnsyJvnnin. r,tilrond and nbout­
twentr-six miles from Philnrlel-• 
j>hin. ft comprises nhont. ono 
hunrlrerl resitlencc~, with nll the 
imlustrie:-; nml commercial thrift. 
that mark the ent-erprising 
towns along the line of railroad 
from Philndclphin to Bethle­
hem. 'I'hc Union Nntionnl hnnk 
is locnted Jwrc. It wn~ Pstnb­

li~hed in 1870 with n capital or 
$DO,OOO. ft, hnM hcen wt~II 
mnnngcd nnd it-t nn indispcn~ihle 
in~titution to tlw co111m1mih·. . 

OTHl-:n \'11,I,Mrns. 

I_.'rnnconin Hqnnre nml l◄'rnn­

conin ville arc o!d-timc lmu)­
marks, founded hy the opening 
of hotels nnd stores, mechnnicn J 

inclmitries nnd post-oflic•es. ~l'he 
origin is now senrrely known to 
the oldest inhnhitfl1Jb~ of the vi­
cinity. 'l'hc buildings of thc~e 
villngcs nrc plnin nnd tmh~tun­
tinl, but hnvo the comfort"' and 
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necc~~it.ies of life chnrncteristicH nying people who possci-:s 1tnd 
of tlw um1~s11ming nnd solf:.cfo- inhnbit them. 
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PART IV. 

HDUCATION-PARCIIOllAI, ANI> 1>RJ\'ATR sr11001.s-now CONUUCT.lm­
TUITION-COUNT\' SCHOLAHS-CO~l~ION SCHOOLS J-:ST,\Bl~ISlllm-TIIJ-: 

SCHOOLS CONNfX.~TED WITH THE ClfUilCIJJ,:S-TIIJ-: PREffi':NT SCIIOOI.S. 

EDUCATION, 

The importance of educating 
the youth of the: township was 
the subject. of early nnd contin­
ued solicitude upon the J>nrt. of 
the tnen having charge of the 
public nflltirs of the township. 
The com1non schools of tho col­
onial era (prior to 17.76) were 
those in connection with tho 
church or meet.ing house, and 
somcthncs iu t.110 • family ns 

private schools. The church 
and the school house were gen­
erally built, side· by Elide nnd the 
preacher wns often the teacher. 
The pn.rochin.1 schools of t.ho 
township was an important fnc­
tor in society. 'l'he privnte 
schools were taught. by persons 

of oxnmp~nry charctctor, m)1l in 
n1any inst.onces of eminent nhil-• 
ity. It is edifying to cmnpnrc 
tho schools of the pn~t to the 
present. 

SCHOOi, SYSTP.M. 

'l'hc costs of luilding n school 
house were met by voluntnry 
contributions. \Vhcnevcr n, 
neighborhood felt. t.lm need of tt 

school houf:C it wns erected in n 
convenient pine::?. 'l'ho patrons 
elcc«?cl trustees to tnke chnrgc 
of tho school property and to 
select a tonchcr fhr the sohool. 
If the teacher choxen by t,he 
trustees could secure enough 
pupils to wo.rr1u1t him to open n 
school he would <lo so, if not, he 
would seek n school elsewhere. 
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'rhc teacher wns pnirl by t.hose was pnid by the county were 
:,.ending the pupiJi-;, Those who classeclascountyRcholars. Thus 
couhl not pay received instrnc- the law crented an unpleasant 
tions nt the cost of the count.r. caste in the school and in the . . 
The rate was two dollnrs per community. ~fnny a par~nt 
quarter or three cent-R per dny. who wns un~blc to pay few the 
'fhis was nccorcling to the net education of their children would 
of 1809. 1'he outfit of the keep them front school rather 
pupil •!ost about one dollar, nnrl than say to the township nsscss­
con~ist~d of nn Bngfod1 reader or, "put me on the poor list." 
or testament., a Con1ly's spell- ~Int\y a poor scholar refused to 
ing book, a Rose arithmetic, n. go to school nn ncconnt of thu 
s!nto and pencil, nn ink st.and tnnnt, "Oh, you are l\ county 
nnd a. gooso quill. A tcncher scholnr." Thepo.rochin.lschools 
who tnnght then informed inc of the township were held in 
thnt thl'ir schools were in a the school house at the Indian 
miseruh!c condition, nncl thnt to­
dn y such ~chools ns then existed • 
would not. be to)erntcd in the 
wor:-it · mnnnged districts in the 
county. Said he, to me, u \\' c 
had 11,1 fun1iture, no nppnrntus, 
no Huitahlc text. books, no clnR­
sificntion, nothing. \V c could 
.clo but. Htt.Je else thnn mending 
quills and mnkc out. bills for 
tnit.ion of poor children b~ J>re­
sunt to the county commissioner 
who docked us untncrcifhlly." 

• 
'l'hc children whoim schooling 

Creek Reformed church, torn 
down nt. the time of the 
erection of the new church. 
There wns nlso oric at the 
Franconia ~fonnonitc meet­
ing house nnd n. fuw more. 
Scholars attended those few 
schools from the entire township, 
thus some hnd to go a conl4idcr­
nble distanc~. An old resident 
says, "\Vhen I wns n boy, sixty­
five years ngo, we hn.d no 
sc.hoolR flomct.imcs for two or 
Utree yen.rs, then n. stranger 
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would come along uml prctl'tlCl 
to be a tendwr, Im would Rtnrt 
n schoo], if supported, und would 
tench the lower hrnnchcs." 

C'O~DION 8<1IIOOLS • 

'fhc State nt. length awoke 
from her latlmrgy nhout the 
year 1833, nm] took the matter 
seriously in hand nnd pns..~d an 
net to establish n gencml system 
of education by I iommon sdmolR • 
and wnR npprovcd by Go\'crnor 
,v olf, April 1st, 1834. 'fhe 
net was nuICh opposed in t.his 
township nnd held to its paro­
chial system as lute us 1851, 
when the common school 8y~tcm 
went. into operat.ion, hn.ving 
opened the schoolH for ft ,,e 
months. J..,rom the net of the 
Legislature we ncquircd our 
present RChools. \\'hen thC' net. 
went. into operation for the es­
tablishment of common schools, 
our cit.i1..cns in the to\vnship, ns 
well M in some others, were 
grently opposed, nR they had in 
their opinion thnt it woulrl cliR­
plncc their parochial fmhools, or 
the schools under the 0011 t.rol of 

the various religious denomina­
tions of the township, HR the 
schoo):,; at thii; tiuw were nt•nrJ.v. 
nll cstnblished on thii-. plnn, 
in which their children wcrl• 
tnught the principlt1

~ of their 
christinn religion, nml nt the 
same time the nece~:-:nry pnrt1' 
of lcnrning, to which the nttcn­
tion of the yon th i~ generally call­
ed. Now, when the fonntfntion 
i;tonc of their rcli~ious i11stitu• 
tion:,; wns strw~k by the net of 
the common school sr,-;t,Jm, . 
which nece~sarily supplnntccl 
their pnrochinl f-(Chools, they hn<l 
reason to npprclwncl dan~.-r Jo 
their dmrch. 'rhereforc he who 
regards the lt,rnnconin Gcrmnn 
t\8 oppo:-ied to education wt'ongs 
them. Civil nmJ rcligiouR t_vr­
n.nny brought them hcrt~, where 
ihcy were ~olenmly promised 
immunity ngninst. n i•e-occur-­
rencc of the same evil. \Vith 
f-4ttch a promi~e of Penn nnd hi~ 
crndjutorR thc.r camcnncl planted 
a Gcrmnn colony. It wn.~ not 
Jong, however, before they fomu1 
themRClvcs Rnhje(,t to RngliHh 
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lnws, Rummcnccl before l~ngliRh 
courh~ nml :-;entcncccl in u. lnn­
gunge of which they knew not n 
R_ylnhlo. In the mutter of relig­
ion they only enjoyed untrcm­
bling freedom, nnd this wns nn­
doubie!lly ,lenr to them hecnnsc • 
it wns nil thnt was left they 
brought from their fi'ntherlnnd. 
Now, ,vhcn tho foundntion srone 
0fthcirreligious institutions wna 
struck nt hy nn attempt to es­
tablish "common 1\Chools," there 
wns sufficient ren.c;on to npprc­
hcncl ,lnnger for their nhnrch. 

Fur want of spnce nnd time I 
cnnnot give yon n ~ntii,i(itctory 
history of the rohools of. Frnn­
conin township. There nrc 
twelve schools in the township, 
with 536 RcholnrA enrolled for 

• 
the school yenr ending June, 
1884, nnd length of term taught 
wns five months. 'rhe snlnry 
pnicl to tenchere WM thirty-five 
dollnrs per month ; mnle nnd 
femnlc employed. The school 
buildings nro plain, but substan­
tial, with ample grounds. 



ITI81'0H Y Oil Ji"H ANrONIA 'fOWNRTITP. 

P~-\.IxT V. 

C'IIUR<'H-1-:ARl,Y nr.r,JOIOX-Rl-:1-·on)I.\TJOX-Rl•:l,IOIOlTS f)J·:XO~IIX,\TION~ 

lrnN !;ONITl-;.~THR PIHST ~I n:rrno uocs1-.--rn111A N J<'rnf,l) J,UTH f.lU X 

{'IIUJH'II, 1-·ou.snm, ,\NJ) mmu11,T-~IINl~TEH~-mwon~nm CIIUIU'II ox 
Tim INDUN <'HJ-:l·!K, 1-'0UXl>EI) AND 1t1muu,·r-~11x,~n:1:s-u:rnr'~ 
CflUHC'fl. 

HEJ,IOJON. 

Religion is one of the <leepc!-.t 
instincts of the humnn ~oul. 1t. 
iR ~o nearly nniver~nl thnt no . 
rnco hnR been found on en rt h 
tleJ'ltitnte of the feeling; nay, 
fhw, if nny, hn,·e l,ccn di~cm•cr­
ed who:-:c a.t.;pirntions do not. ex­
tend boyound the pre~cut. lifo. 
the nncim1t world WHR r-mluect to 
the divinities nnd forms of wor­
~hip prcRcrihcd by kings nn<l 
prie~t~ conjointly; hence free 
clcnominntions, t.lac inherent 
right of free belief: wns n lihert.r 
unknown th the nncicnt world. 
This dcnrly bought frnnchisc, 
the glory of our nge nnrl nntio11, 

is the l<'gitimntc fruit of the 
~rent n~formntion of tlw six. 
tcenth century. In thnt era tlw 
~ncrcd scriptures were ,hn~l•d 
forth from the Glorister:;:, trnn:-;­
lntcd into the common tongue. 
nnd 1--ent forth n~ "'l'hc ,rorcl 
of Goel." ~othing is mo1x) 
patent in our cnrly Hstory 
tht•n thnt mo~t- of om: progtmi­
tors flccl, to a. then wilclt•rnc~~ 
~hon_1, for thi~ grnnd irlcn, the 
right to wor~hip God nccording 
to the dictnto of their own eon­
i-:cience .. I«'or this thcyflctl from 
their country willing to lcn.,·t• 
civilization hchin<1 und fncc t.he 
wicfo occnn nnd 1nnd on n eonti-
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ncnt inhabitctl hy ~n vnge mt1n 
aml wild heasts. All clttnomi­
nnt ion:-i conjoining then :-;ettlt~<l 

our new township, which nre 
only di:--tingnhdw:I hy 8light dif­
forcn,~e in he lief nml externn l 
conclnet. 'l1he chief relig·ious 
dm10minntions of the towm,hip 
m·c ~fonnonih.'8, RcformecJ,Lnth­
ernn, Dnnknrds nnd a fow E\·nn­
ga)ii,:t~, hut hnve no edifirc. 'l'lw 
:Mcnnonitf':-i nrc easily cli:4in. 
p;ni:..hed from otlu.~r clenominn-• 
nntionR in their non use of thP . 
~ae.rmnent:,.; in their t~stimony . 
n.~ain:-it war. oath~, a pnid minis-
try, nnrl the pridn of Jifo gene1·­
u l ly. 'l1hey n~e nl~o great plnin-
11<.•i-:s of :-;pcech nncl attire; they 
nrc oppo:-4t'<l to lnw :--nits, Hlnvery 
and intPmpornncc ; they settle 
tlwir <Hvn disputes nncl mnintniu 
their own poor. i\fonnonitt'i-; 
st•HJctl in Pcnns,rlvnnin n~ enr)y 
n~ 1 G8S. In 1832 thcrn were 
fin, honsC's of worship in Mont-

gomery county, which since in­

crensed to thirteen. 'l'hoy hnvc 
hccn rent ReYcrnl time~ by . 
schism.'l'hc firRt.i\Icnnonite meet- · 

ing hon:.;c in 1~~rnneonin town~hip 
wa~ of i-.tone nnd huilt in the 
year 1730, the ~ecoml, n1so of 
stone, forty-fh·t~ hy se,·enty-fivc 
foet was huilt in 1833, nnd hns 
n seating cnprtcity of over i-:cvcn 
hnrnlrecl. The present memhcr­
~hip numbers nhont 450. ,Jo~inh 
Clemmer was elected Bishop in 
18G 1. 'I'he Souderton meeting 
hou:,;owas hnilt in 1870, ofhrick, 
fburty hv lift\' feet. .. .. . . 

IS(HA~ FU-:f,I) r.UTHimAX ('fJUJt('Jf, 

'I11w f ndian ~.,ielcl Luth(\rnn 
church iR among the olde~t 
Luthernncongrcgatio'n~ in Penn­
Rv1vnnin, nnd was from the be-. 
ginning entirely Lutheran. A 
log church wa.'i built in 1830, 
enlarged in 1766, nncl gave 
place to the present stone church 
in 1702, whfoh in 1808 received 
for the third time n new roof. 
nn organ wns procured in 1820. 
A fire in 1850unfhrtunntelv de-.. 
Rh'oyed 1nany of the old docn-
1no1;ta of tho· church. The crc­
ntion of n congregation at Sel­
lersville took awav many 1uctn-... •· 

hers, but. there were Rt.ill in 
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1878 200 communicnnts. Some 
of the nntnes of the.early found­
ers ore still r.?preRentcd in the 
chnrch-,Vnmhold, Crm~sman, 
RceR. 'l1he present constitution 
was adopted in 1836. The ex­
isting church record wna begun 
in 1753 hy Pnstor J.i,redcrick 
Shultz. The earliest pn~tor 
known was John Conrad An-

tion in the county hnving in 
1870 twenty-five houKcH of wor­
ship. ~lost. of' their ancestors 
cntnc from Russin. In 1832 
there were eight Luthcrnn 
chnrche~. Thh~ denomination 
hns undergone fewer chnnges by 
trnnsphltion from l~uropc nnd 

. less diRtnrhed hy schi~ms thnn . 
any other. 

clrenl, who cnmc to this counh·y INDUN CRHEK RP.Pon~um rnunrn 
in 17 42 from Germany, Jnnciing 1'he Reformed church on tlw 
in Philmlclphia nnd sctfcd at Indinn creek wns founded in 
Goschenhoppcn. He nssumed 1763 by the Ucv. Jacob Hem~, 
chnrge of the Goschcnhoppen, who wns its first pnstor, nnd be­
New Goschenhoppcn nnd Indinn gnu its labor J unc 3d. An10ng 
I•'ield churches, where he re- the fonnders of the church were 
nmined until 1761. In thnt John Neis, Jncoh Arndt, Peter 
yenr Lucus Rouse began service Gerhm-t, Jncob Leidy, John 
t.ill 1762 when the Rev. Jncob Shellenl,crger, John nnd Henry 
Schultz becnn10 pnstor, nnd scr- 8e11crH, \Villinm Althouse nnd 
ved until 1763, when Rev. John Abraham Arndt. \Vith the ex. 
Roth snccecdccl him. From caption of Arndt and Neis the~e 
thl\t time to the present it. wns fnmilies nrc all represented in 
acrved by the old goechenhop- the church. In 1734 t.he preimnt. 
pen church, nnd Rince 1866 scr- church lot wns bought by 
vcd by the Rev. Frederick'" MiohnelBergey,nndin thatyenr 
\Vnltz, who has a)so church nt n log uhurch wns built. This 
Scllersvil1o. The Lutheran is wns replaced in 1775 by n 
the most numerouR denomina- rottgh stone church with n hip 
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roof, which was used until 1826, of 400. 
when the third church, forty-two r,BIDY's RBFORltEI> cnunr11. 
h.r forty-eight, ah~o of stone, was \Vhnt is known ns Leidy's 
ercl·tecl. 'rhc prci~ent church, Reformed chu1·ch is located be­
forty-two by sixty-five feet was low Souderton nud was built in 
hnil~.in 1870. 'rheUev .• Jncob 1858. A school house and a 
Hees was its fir:-;t mini~ter, and grn,•c yard wns there n hundred 
wns 1mccceded as follows: U@vs. yt;a.rR before. Tha sch0<~l house 
C. Gobrecht.. Cnsper \Y n.ck, John_ was also used for worship. Its 
'l1. Fnbor, .Joint AI. Kern, Lenn, mmuhers are from the Indian 
,John A. Strnusherger, Joshun creek church, of which it was 
Derr, P. S. Fisher o.nd Jncoh for a titne a part. Its pastorR 
Kehm, who Ima charge of the were Revs. P. S. Fisher ,ind J. 
pulpit nt present., since 1871.. G. Dengler, the latter is still in 
1'he church hns a membership charge. 
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POJ.ITl<'S-PIRST VOTJNO Pr,ACJ,~TOWNSHII• rOlUHTTJ-:1-;-\'0Tl·:S IN 177!) 
-ACTS P.\SS.lm ANI> \'OTINO PL,\($$ CJl;\NOlm-NUllllf:ll OJ.' \'OTJ,~ IS 

188-l-JUSTlt'P. OF THP. PEACH--OTHJm TOWN81HI' 01-'Fl<'J-:HR. 

POUTWS. 

'I'he political history of the 
township of tho pnst.nnd prcscmt. 
is now before inc nnd is n difli­
cnlt history to chronicle. rtiont­
gomcrJ county hccnmc n t,\nhrli­
vision of tho Sh1tc soon nftcr the 
Revolution in 1775. At. thnt 
tinw people only rccognizccl mw 
politicn1 diviF1ion, thnt of Loynlist 
nnd Hchol, J>ntriot ancl 'I1orie~. 
'l'he Patriots nnd 'I1orics wore 
greatly opposccl ngairn~t cnch 
other, ,m,1 thc~o l\vo parties ~n \'O 

use to t.wo p.JJitirm I p,,rtici,;. 
'rhcr<! WCI'•) less than twentr . 
thow~nml pcopll' in the county 
at t.hc time of iti-1 creation nncl 
only three voting plnceH fixCfl 
hy lnw to poll ,•ofes, i. ,. Nor-

ristown, ]~ckcrt.'s tavern, i11 
n'hitc i\Iarsh,and I( rep'1-t tn.vc.H·n. 
in New lfonovcr. Voters in 
this township were compelled to 
go nll the way down to \Vhit<' 
~fnrHh to <~a.'lt. their votes. 'l'lw 
following arc the name~ pf the 
per.~ons of tho townshi1, emu. 
mittcc of Franconia to rcpre:-;ont 
thu ~·fontgomury countJ' com­
mittee for electing the firi4 Gov­
tH·nor of Ponnsylvnnin: ,Jncoh 
Obcrholtzor, ,John "'ilson, 
1''fichncl Shocmn1rnr, ,John Alt­
hmtHo, ,Jacoh 0Jrh1u·t nrnl Cilfl· 
tnin tTohn Cope. '11his w,i.~ in 
the yen.rs 1700 nnrl 1800. 

• 
Prial' to 1777 tho entire nit.,, 

•' 
nnd county of Philmlolphia, now 

·u portion of.Montgomurycount.y, 
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held their election in the State mid i~ the same to-dny aM when . 
homm in the city 
phin. 

of Philnclcl- first. lnid out The county WM 

At nu olcction held in the 
8tnte House, Philndelphia, Oc­
tol>er 3, 1775 there were ~122 
\'OtN; cast. At n general elec­
tion hcltl fhr Governor in ~o­
,·cmhcr, 1875, ,in~t one 1,undrcd 
yPnrs later, in the ~nme terri­
tory, Phil11.dclphin and Mont­
gomery county. . 'l'he totnl 
number of vote~ cast in the two 
di~t rfofR wn~ 120,836. 

CH.\XOISO \'OTl~O l'l,A<'I•:.~. 

An net of' tho gcnern I As~cm­
hl,v wns pn~:-.cd ,June 1,1, 1777 
,lh·iding the county nml city of' 
Philmfolphia into three eleetion 
,liRtriet:-;. Voter~ at thnt. time 
wurc cnll(,d frecmnn, 'l1he free­
men of the sec01ul cli~trict were 
or,lerccl to holtl their election nt 
the public hou:--t' ol' ,Jacob \Vm1tz, 
\\'orccRtcr 'l'ownship. 'l'his di~­
trict inehulccl Frnnconin town­
:,;hip. By nn net. or the L,·~is)n. 
flare pns~cd Soptcmher 10, 1781!, 
Montgomery county wnA tnken 
npart of' Philw.lulphia <'otmty, 

then formed, nnrl it became 
neccs.-mr.r to chnngc the places 
fhrholding general elections. An 
net of the general Lcgislnturc 
was pas~ecl which divided the 
county again into three districts. 
}?rnnconin township again <(on­
stituted ii pnrt of the Rccond 
rlistrict nnd wns ordered to hold 
their ulection ut 1Jichncl K rop'R 
tnvern, New Hnno\'ct· township. 
H,r an net pn.-;sed March Slst, 
1797 the county was ngnin di­
vided into five election district~. 
Frnnconin constituted pnrt of 
the fourth district nncl wns or­
<lcrml to ho)d their election nt 
the privntc house of ChriRtinn 
\V chcr, 'l'ownmcnci n township. 
Bv nn ,wt of Mnrch Slst, 180'1, . 
Franconia township wn:,; nnncx-
ed into the fhnrth distrint nncl 
hoM their. election nt the hou~ 
of tlohn Hughs, in 'l'ownmcncin 
township, now Knlpsvillo. By 
an net Mnrch i6th, 1847, 
the township of Frnnr.onin wns 
first lbrme'1 into a ~cpornte elee-
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tion district., nnd was ordered to 
hold their election in the store 
hou~o of Daniel L. Moyer. In 
1882 there were sixty-two elec­
tion disti·icts in Montg01nery 
county, which polled n total 
vote of 20,468 fbr the different 
cnndidntes for Governor. Fr,m­
conin being the largest Rc1mhli­
can district nncl polled for Ilonvcr 
306 votes, 'rho number of 
votes now polled nt the perma­
nent place of election, I•'rnnconin 
Square, is upwards of700 votes, 
of which two-thirds nre zcnlous 
Republicnns. Should Franconia 
ever be divided into two election 
districts, J.~not nnd \Vest., tho 
latter would contain about. 
enough DcmocrntM to hold nn 
honest election. 

TOWNSIIIP OFFJClms. 

Tho first. ,Justice of the PcncP 
of Franconia towru~hip wns Sam­
uel \Y nm1>ole, nnd ,Jacob Schlof, 
boin.~ clcctccl in conformity with 
the revised constih1Hon of 1838. 
Prior to 1802 the townRhip ofli­
cers were two S11pcrviRors, one 
As:ics.~or nnd two rcspectnbll1 

citizens for inRpcctorR. 8inr.ti 
tho ,uloption of the new consti­
tution in 18~8 considcrnblu 
chnngc wns mndc, the office of 
the .Justice of the Pence Con­
stable, Supervisor, AsseHsor, As­
sistnnt Asscs.~or, Auditor, Treas­
urer, to which were, since 1851, 
added School Directors. The 
first. election of towmd1ip officer~ 
wns held on the third Fridn.y in 
Mnrch, 1840, which dny hns 
Hince been changed to t.hc seconrl 
'l'ueji\<lay in Fehrunry. 
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111 c•omwction with thr his­
tory of F1·u11couia tow11:,:hip I 
will ,,in• H hric..f ~tntt111ll'lll of ,.., 
the ahorigineci~ that once inh,tl,­
itrnl our hrond ncre:-i. It i~ now 
nni year:-; Mince.• the eomnwrdnl 
worltl lrntrnccl fir14 of the 
Anwricnn lnclinns. nnd from 
wlwnon tho,· cmm' remains n . 
1t1Vl-lterv to n:-i. I 11<linni,1 who . . 
wcrt• once the proud pu:-.t-tc:,;sors 
oft-hi~ trnet of lnnd we• now oc­
t!ll)l,V and honornhly nncl pt'nce­
lhlly n<·quirPd of tlwm hy 
\\'illinm Penn, the fomult•1· 
of our J.(l'c.mt. commonwu1Llth, 
hn ,·e comJ>letdy vnni~ht•rl f'rom 
onr Roil O\'lW n hnnclrcll vcnrs . 
n~o. 'l'wo hundred yenrR or 
more hnYc cln.p~c,l ~iucc Chri1-1-
tinn civiliznt.ion fir,;t t•cmf'rontrnl 

tlmi..e :-invn:rPs on onr ~oil. Hin<"P 
tlll'll thL'il' l11mtin..- 0 ·1·oimcl:-: 

4~ ·--

han• hc.•e11 turm•d into wiclt• 
Hl'l'Hl'\ of n~ricul t ural wt•alth 
mul comnwrcinl :-;ph.;mlor, nnfl 
tlw rude implimc11t~ of their 
Nimple motlo of living arc on 
cxhihi t ion fornntiquec11rio:-;itil1R. 

Bnek to Allt"l~h,ml'_\'~. ncro:--s th<' 
Jhtlwr~ of wnh•r:,1, 1wro~~ tlw 
Hoek\' mmmtnin~ the,· rt1cefll,,l . . 
thrmt~h tlw :-:trong nrm:-: of n 
Nll)>Pl'ior ract• of mt•n. By :,:nc­
ctil'clin~ ~c•1w1·uticn1s tlaiN :,lll\'~l' 

rnce wi II mulouhte,ll,r di:,:nppt•m· 
from om· wi,h.' continent. It i:-­
certninl,r true thnt they hnve 
left. no imprei,;:-.ion of their exif-1-
tnncc in thiN pnrt of the country, 
uxcept n fow relir:; or their rurlc 
wnr ttfl·ml-4ilN whfoh Wnt't! )oi,;t. hy 
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them. It is true to them the Indinns ns prncticnl by them, 
enrth sccmecl to have hnd no nncl nnmcd this strcnn1 of water 
higher utility thnn n hunting 
ground. 'fherc is perhaps no 
other port.ion in Montgomery 
county that. iR richer in histori-• 
cnl events thnn our own town-
ship of FrRncouin. \Vntcrccl by 
numbers of sf.rcnmR nnd rivulets 
nnd co-,,.ered wide with dcrnm 
forcRts rendered it n, moRt favor­
nblc h01ne for t.bc Red men. 
The Indinn creek valley wns 
pcrhnps more thickly settled 
with Indinns t.h,ln nny other 
place. The vnst nmount n.ncl 
variety of rc1ics found within 
this valley clearly establi1d1cs 
this fnct.. In the vicinity of . 
springs nlong this creek, of 
which mnny nhound, skillfully 
executed flint arrow hcnds have 
been collected, nnd stone imple­
ments in grcnt variety of forms 
and fcntnres. Tradition mys it 
wns hero that there In.st council 
fire wns burning bofm·c they left 
onrsoil. ThoflrRtscttlcrRfonnd 
the va11cy of the Jndinn creek 
under rude cultivation of the 

nt once in honor of the Iriclinn~. 
'11hc Indians plied their hmuli-­
to husbandry here long nftcr 
the first settlement It wns nut 
until tho township wns thicklr 
set.tied nnrl the 1i1nin hnntin~ 
groundR succumbed to f.110 wood­
ninn'R nxe thnt the nntive for­
estcrR or I ndinns nbnndoncd 
their wigwamH nnd hunting­
groundM to the white settlers. 
rrheir method of ngricultmx• 
wonlcl cont.rnst. Rtrnngcly with 
those of ours nt the present day, 
but it 1nct there immcclintt• 
wnnts, nnd t.hch· little olcnring, 
no doubt, left them mnny. 11 

• 
poundor full of hominy fbr their 
evening men). It is supposed 
thnt there is much gilt. incurred 
in t.l1c mnnncr which the early .. 
scttlcrR treated tho Indinn,~ RR 

well M unclcr the present trcnt­
mcnt in tho ,vestcrn Territories, 
although it is deemed ncccsf1n.r,r 
to sweep f.he Indinns n.wny from 
our .~rent conf.inent to mnke 
pince for tho husbnnclmnn tot.ill 



HISTORY OF FRANCONIA TOWNSilIJ>, 21 

nncl cultivate the soil to feed Indeed, \Villiam Wile, nn old 
f ho millionR in our crowded sngc in his eightieth ycnr, hns 
cit.ics profcHsing n Christian our sincerest thnnks for the in­
civilhmtion. J."'or want of s1mce 
I must. close the historjr of the 
nhori'-,111ecs in connection with 
history of' Franconia township. 

formntion we gleaned from· his 
own lips on the subject of the 
Indians-. 
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PAl~'I' VliJ. 

,\U It l('li l,TU ll t,;. 

'l'lw nnnnJ:,; of ngricnltnrl' of 
thi:-: town:--hip i:-- tl11tt<•rin.~ tlmt 
wt• clPPIII it uppropriaft• to µ-in· 
n hricf hiHtorr of their farms • 
nncl plnntntiom~. 'l'he fiu·m:-i 
nrc Ro divide.I in proportion 
thnt the work is mostly pPr­
H11·mc,l h,, their sons mul 

• 
tl,111~hfers. 'I'lw ,wt h·t• t iJIPr:-i 
of' f he i,;oil hC'J'(l HI'<' t Ill' :-in IIH • 

kiwi of' men ns tho~l! who fill 
the profossinn of' Jlll'<'hn n h~n I 
nnd comm<•rf'inl pursuits. It 
WJIS not lu•l'l' lilw in t lw ~mt 11 
that t lw wo1·k wus 011 ly ('<'l'­

forrned hy dl'grnderl 1-4f1n'<?s, mul 
the propl'ietor livinµ- in lnxm·.Y 
nncl splendor. It is reportecl 
t hnt there . were ntn·cr more 
thnn two :-ilnvt•s t•mploycrl with­
in thC1 limits of' l•'rniwonin, mul 

I mn _inrll'l1d prourl t hn t WC' mny 
not hoa:-:t or 1111 IIIOl't•. '1'111• 
p1·i 111i tin• c•owlit io11 of' flw :-oil 
in this towu~hip ns compnrl'fl 
with t ho:,;e I yin~ in rh·er vn Jl(•yi­
i~ <~on~ifft,rtlcl improcluetin•, hut 
muler tlw ~killf'11ll l111:--hnmlry of 
t lwi-.l' modt•rn fi11·111t•rs mul a 
lil,Prnl 11i..p ol' li111<•, mnnm•p nnd 
fc•rt ili1.<'I' t hi:-: \':t:--t triwt of In IHI 
Yil'ld~ 11Jn11)dnnt l11t1Tt•st, 111111 . 
:-iupport~ n prospprous populn­
t inn. In I H8 I f his f1'1H't ol'lmul 
(•ou~i~l<'cl .n•t i11 proprit•frn·,r 
~rants lu•ld 1,y <·01111u11·ntin•l,r 
fow per:mn:-1, who lived n fro11-
t ier lifh in nlmost dnil r contnrf • 
with tlw I mlin111-1, sin<'(' itH hrom) 
ncre~ must Jun't' pnl'(s0<l t hroup;h 
nt lrn11-1t 1-1ix ~<'nerntion:,;, nwl 
lunulr<'rl~ of purchnsurs hnv,• 
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aequir<'cl titlcR to soil thnt hnvc 
nlwnys l~cn priced in the in­
,·cntory of worldly po~cRRions 
of those whn lived nnd died on 
the soil of Frnneonia.. The 
lnmls nrc grently diversified by 
rnnges of' hills, with henntif\11 
,·nllcys. '!'he country is n . . 
source of perpetual wcnlth to 
ngricnltnre, which yield nn im­
mcnFc surface procluet.. 'rhere 
i~ much to ho ndmired nloug the 
littl<.' creeks diverRif)'ing the 
towni-:hip. 'Pho Skippnck nnd 
f mlinn creeks nnd the Branch 
creek, which fbrmR the northern 
honn,Jnry of the townRhip,drnin­
ing n~ they clo n large nren of 
rolling country, improved h.r 
<'ll'~nnt nncl comntoclionH rcsi­
.Je1wt's nml fiirm houscH, with 
harns nnd improvcnwnts tmRnr­
pns:,;ccl by nn,r ngricult.urnl 
people on the fltcc of the globe. 
'rho primitive condition of the 
c•rnmf.rr known RR Frnnconin 

. ' 
wn~ lnml timlmre,l with lwnyy 
oal,o-i, hir.korr nml che~tnut. . 
'l'hP ron~1m1pt ion of wnorl fhr 
f'twl prior to tlw int.rocluct.ion of' 

nnthrncitc nnd hituminottR conl 
wn~ very grcnt. This wenlth 
of primnturc forest wns the 
fhnmlation nf mnny substnntinl 
fi1rftmcs in yenrH pnst,. The 
old · charnch!ri8tic farmer of 
Frnnconin took commondnhfo 
pride in mnintnining lnrgc 
tract~ of' primnt.m·c forests. It. 
wn~ mmful in mnny wnys, for 
fuel, building, fencing, and 
whether it wns clc~med ornn­
mcntnl or not hud n rnre chnr1n 
for him. It. wns their parks of' 
woodlnnd that preserved to tho 
hunter until lntc ycnrs choice 
games nnd birdN. 

AR nlredy stntcd before the 
township of Frnnconin wns orgn­
nizccl ~fnrch 1st, 1731, from the 
township of Sn1ford, contnining 
052 ncrcs, having n, popnlntion 
in 1800 of 620, which luwe in­
crensed by the yenr 1880 to 
2556. The township in the 
~·enr 1734 hnYing thirty-four 
lnml-hol,lcw~, th<' tunne~ nrccon­
tnhw,1 in the predom~ pnrt:-i, 
hnvin~ nl~o two ~ln,·c~, two 
gri14 mil1R, one tmu10ry, 153 
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hor~es, 266 bend of cattle nnd 
one licensed tnvern, thnt of' 
Eliznhcth Gcrhnrt. In 188~ 
the nmnber of r.nttle incrcn~ed 
to 114 7, 515 horfiCH, nine li­
ccnRcd tnvcrm~, ~even griid mill~ 
nnd no slnvcs. 'l'hnR we mnr . 
:,;cc how the Frnnconin former 
progresRcd in the Jn:-;t eighty 
yenrs. \Vlmt will be our con­
dition nt the encl of the futuru 
ci.,ht" yenrH 1 ,..,, ~' . \Ve mny not . 

live, however, who will li\'e to 

:,;cc it may pcrhnpN hnvc~ a 
grcntcr nml Rnclclcr history to 
chronicle to the ftthtrc genera• 
tions thnn I nt the 1wescnt dny. 
\Ve nre living in n progrcs~i\'(• 
nge nncl nd\'nncing ycnr nftN 

J'Cnr ; othcrwiRc we nre in a 
stnte of ,legridntion, which 
:-1hou1d prove nn encl to our 
gloriouf: rcpuhlic. 
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PART' IX. 

NE\\'SPAPlms ANJ) J.ODGJ·:S. 

'l'h<~ prcR~ i~ n potcntinl foe­
tor of the country. Local 
newl-lpnpcr~ hnve nlwnys been 
n•<·('in--cl fovornblr, nnrl nt this • 
clny hnvt• n lnrgc circulntion 
throu~hout the town~hip. AH 
n :--om·ce of locnl nnd gcncrnl 
informntion tlwy nre vnlunhlc, . 
nml t her nfford nn cxcl~llt•nt. in-. 
fil'X to the current hitdory of' the 
pt>,>pl<•, who~o hnhit~, c0Rtum<1H 

and mnnner~ n.ru mirrored in 
them, .At pr<.1Hcnt tlwre nr<~ 
two ncwspnperH puhli~Jw<l in 
t lw towmihip. 

'l'hc Afontgomery Co"11ly Pre.~s 
puhli~hcd in tlw villngt~ of Tul­
fcwtl, wn~ fhmuled in Norri1down 
in 18'10, hy .John Shupe, it~ 
)>l'('Rt•nt editor nml proprietor, 
nml tlwrc pnhli1dwcl until 1808, 

when it wn~ remo,·cd to 
dnlc nn<l within a ycnr . 

Lnns-. 
ngmn 

rcmc>\'cd to its present hencl-
qunrtcrs nt. 'l'clford. It is a 
Germnn paper nncl its i.;upport 
hy the pcopJc RhowH tho fhncl­
nc~s of the Germnn people for 
their nntivt' lnngunge. 'l'hc 
Souderton Independent wns 
founded in thnt villnge in 1870, 
hy \\'illinm GootUcr, it:'\ prcl-4-
ent Pditor nnd proprietor. It 
is n weekly, pnt<•nt out Ri<ll~, 
with n moderate.~ circnlntion. 

&-cret orgnnizntions in J..'rnn­
conin town1-4hip nre not. Ro nn­
meronH. 'l'wo ~ccrct orgnni?.n­
tionf- hnve l~cn cstfthli~du~l 
within the pn:d ycnr. 'l'he 
Pntriotic Ol'dcr of &mR of 
Arncrirn, is u ~ecrct., frnternnl 
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and heucficinl orgnniznt.ion, nncl 
possesses much comment nt,; n 
secret society. 'I1hc order wns 
founded in Liberty hnll, Souder-• 
ton, in 1886, in a ycnr hence its 
membership nmnhcrecl upwnrd8 
of forty. 1.'his hcing the ftr1-1t 
Recrct. orgnnizntion ever orga­
nized within tho towmd1ip with 
Rnccc~s. An nttcm1)t wnH nuule 
to organize nn Inedpendent 
01~lcrofOdd Jlcllows, in Fluck's 
hnll, tt.'I curly ns 1882, hut. Roon 
nhnnclondccl fm· wont.of Hupport.. 

An I1nvrovecl Order of Red 
Afcn was organized at tho Rnme 
pince in October, 1886. The 
orgnnizntion ir. n pntcrnnl nml 
benevolent. orgnuizntion, hnl-lrnl 
upon tho cnRtomsnnd nntiqnitier,; 
of the American lnclinnR. It 
originntecl firRt. nR a patriotic nR­
Hocintion nmong volunh.1 lH'fi who 
garritmnccl ]fort. Mifflin in 1813. 
'fho pre~cnt order nt this plncl' 
hn~ Rixt.y-fi\'c memhcrR Hince its 
orgnnizntion. 
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Among the vnrions nntionnli­
tit•s tlmt. i-;cttled Montgomery 
,~onnty nml our pre~enf. town­
Hhip of l~rl}nconin the Glwmm1H 
Wl'l'C nn important one, nlltl 
their lle!-iccmlnnt."l nt. thii-. dny, 
within itH limit~, nre the most. 
nnmcron~. 'l'he Gcrmnns hn vc 
a1wnr1-1 hem1 n mo~t im1ustrions . 
nml intellig(mt, nH well n~ n tlc-

,·ont, Chri~tinn people. A ma­
jority of the:-:e enrly OermnnH 
ht•enme member~ of the chnrd1 
of l•'rieml~. Herc in our town­
:,:hip they h,~cnme mcmhcrH of 
tlw .Mennunitu, Lnthcrnn n.n<l 
H uformt•tl clmrchc~. 'l'hc Gur-
1111\ 11~ of the Mennonite dt•110mi­
nntion nrrh't'd n~ enrly nK 1702 

I 

11ml :,:ettled nt Gcrmnutown, nntl 
_rt'nri,; lntcr-17~0 nwl 17~0-

this denomination of Gcrmnns 
:-;cttled within our township; 
most of thc1n coming from the 
Pnlntinnte of the n hinc ; most 
of them hn,·ing their clergymen 
mnong them. 

Amo11g the Gcrmnn Luthcr­
nn:~ the congregntion estnhli~hctl 
in New llnnovcr township is the 
t'nrliei,;t cRtnhli:.;;hed in Americn, 
lteing l'stnhli~hcd in 170H, nnd 
in 17~0 thev c~tahli~hcd n chuch • 
in thiH town~hip known nH the 
f ll(Hnnrielcl Lutlwrnn church. 
]t. is ~tnt~rl thnt the Gcrmnns 
who dircetly immigrntrnl fhnn 
the Pnlntinntc into this ~olony 
pnrchn:.;ctl nnrl hont'~tly pnid for 
their lnrnls, comlnctccl thcm­
Hulvc~ rm~peetfnl1y townrd~ the 
go,·(•rnnwnt, pnifl their tnxe~. 
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rt•adily. nml w<.•n• :-:ol1Pl' nnd 

horw:-.t in t lwir reli.~io11s awl 
t~il'il '111tit•s. In 17:i-l this town­
:-.hip hnviu~ n popu!ntion of 
thirtv-lh11r,of'whid1 thit·tr Wl'l't' . . 
nl'l'IIIHII:-:, most i\· fill'IIIPI':-:, hut H • 
fhw nwchnnici-; l'l':-.idt•d in tJw 
lown:-:hip at that tiull'. 

'l'ht- misfortune of' tlw Pnlati­
nntl' Oermnn:,; that i--Ptt ?(•ti our 

township nwl f'Ollllfy wns l,u·g-t.'­
ly dne to tlw foct fhnt ht•I' gc.•o­
~rnphi,·nl situation plncwcl hC'r 
l,ef Wl'l'll powl11f11I rivnl eo1111-

fril•s thnt were nlmo~t rontin­
iously nt wnr, nm1 the n•Jiµ;io11:-1 
intoler:inrl• of' thu ng·l, wni-- nl:-:o 
u f'ruitrul ~0lll'<'e of dom(•sti<i 
f rouhle. 'l11w people ,•011Jd not 
profo:-.s f ht.•ir r<•li~iou~ opinions 
US to tJw tfir.tnft.• of tlwir <'Oil• 

sdP1we, ns to litJ in ngr<'Pmcmt 
with tlwir r<•i.~11i11_g- J>ri1wP, nnrl 
i11 c·o11~c•q11Pnc•c• \\'<'I'<' pPr:-:pc•11f c~d 
with J'(I l,•nt le•:--:- :-P\'PJ'ii-v. ~o . 
woiulPI' f ho:--l' pPoph• Wt'I\' µ;Incl 
to gpf nwny from n «-01mtry thnt 
hncl ~unh n :-:t1<'('t',.;:,:jo11 of wm•i-: 
nnd mi:-tfortmw:--. )fun,· lwd . 
Inst tlwir 1u·o1u•rty, 11ml <'lllllf' 

11w11y :-:o porn· t hnt t hc,r hnd to 

inrl<•nt11n• thPlll:-:Ph-t•:-. ltH' tlH'il· 

fUl~:--il~(' IIIOIH',\' ll('l'O:--:-: fl:> ~t.'H. 

'J'fip,· n 1t nrallv ehoH' Pl•nns,·1-. . ,· 

vnnia for t Jwir 11Pw honw, 11<'­
<·1111sl1 \\'illinm PPnn l11111 Pxh•nd­
<'il nn <'nrnPst wt>lromt', mul hnd 
J!llll l'H n f t.•t•cl n f ,n, ! 11 t t' t'i ,,i I l'l' Iiµ;­
io11s tolerntion. This is II purt 
ot' 11 :-.l'l'it•s of hnl'<l:--hipi,: nrnl t'.1-

lnmiti<•:-1 that our fort>fittlwrs hml 
to Pndm•p l,pfhrt• t hl'\' P:-:tnl,lisl1-. 
<'cl our fH'<'~t.•nt ho11ws in a wild 
('Ollllfl'\'. '111w (:p1•m11ni-- lll't' 

• 
i--low in 11clopt in~ 1111 opinion. 
hut they :-.<'<'Ill to he II gr<•nf dP:il 
slower in l'hnn~inµ; nflt•r onr<• 
1ulopfl1d. During- till' wnrs f IH· 
ro1mt ri<.1:-: whi,·h Wl'I'<! st ron1 . .dy 
:,.:ptf fpc) h\' 0Prlllnns wt•re loolwd . 
upon ns hot Ju•cl:-- ol' clii-:loyn lty. 
I tu<•nn to Ju• impnrtinl on thi1-
:-111 I ~jt•cf n nrl n hid<• hy flw f.ru f h. 
I 11111:--l :-:ny it i~ n pl'iclc• to 0111· 

of' C:t•1·1111111 p111·c•11t11µ:,•, tl111t :ii 

l<•n:--t :O:<HIH' off he l'H<'l' 1111111iH.•~­

ft1cl the JH'O)lPI' :-:pirit ,lurinµ: t lw 
r,•,·oln t ionn ry :,;f r11µJd<· in th,• 
iufinwy oft lw H,•pnhlic•, w hid, 
11111\· W«'II l«•ucl to for1 . .d "'' hi111 . 
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f hP errol's of tlwir pro~pPl'ity in 
l:th1 r years. 

'l'lw Ot•rmnn~ lidng in thi:-­
c•rnmt ,·, 111111 othm·s who Wl'l'l' 

• 
h•rnwcl wlwrlos-tlw ~fonno-
uit<.•s awl '11unkel'i---werc gt•ll­
t•rnll,r t~mmft•d with tlw 1'ories 
clm·in~ t lw sfrug~k• for irnlPpran­
clt'tH'l'. 'rlw rl'lii.don would not 
fll'l'sist t lw111 to resi:.;f t lw pr(•­
,·:til in:.{ nuthoritiP:--. 'l'h<.•,· wt•rt• . . . 
P\'('ll n,·,•1·.--t• in nidiug t lw A nwr-
i<·an 111·mit•s with pro\'isions 
white nt Vnllt•y l◄'m·,1~(•, n111I nct-
11ally dicl n µ;1°(.'l\f tlt.•nl to :-.mug:­
irlitl'r wlwn tlw British Hl'lll\' 
~ ~ . 
was in si<.•~t• nt Philml<•lphin. 
This \\'II!'( one of the rt•ni-:011:-- wh,· 

• 
t lw A nwri<•:m Co11g1,•ss n llowl'<l 
\ra~hinµ;ton, whil(• nt. Vnlh•y 
l•'orµ;t.•, this c·rnmty, tlw pridlPgt' 
to ,•ollt•(•t ult tlw provisio11s 
m•c•pssury for hi:,i 11rmy 11111011,!.{ 

t lu• ,•it iil1 11i-: of ;\fo11t;.romc•ry 
1·01111t ,. • I low(•,·c•t\ Wt' do not . 
fl1ink tl111t any pt·o,·i:.:icin:-- wc•1·c· 

<'\'t>I' t•ollt•(•lt'cl in f his town~hip 
Ii,· ilm ..\ tnPric•an m·m ,. . 1)111·-. .. 

ing the t•:trly period of the Hc­
puhlic the people termed 
.,,r~wrlos" \\'UI'<' ,fo,;frnnchh,ccl. 

'l'hrongh tho effort:,( of .John 
.Aclnms thC'Y ohtnitwd nil the .. 
rights of' eitizeus. .:\fony of 
t hc..•~t• pcoplP rt•:-.i<le in our town­
:-:hi p nml nn~ still nclhcring to 
the ""'lwrlo:-." cloC'trine. In 
t•nrly times they heloJJgt•cl to 
the Ft!cfornli:--t:-; nrnl naturn.11r in . 
lnttc-r ycnrH nffilint<'d with the 
1h•pnhlienn pnrty, nncl it follow­
<'d thnt, during tLe rch(.lllion. 
'l'hough l'l1tnninin~ Joynl to the 
go,·crn11w11t. tlwy w<.•re nlwnys 
:drongl,v <,ppo:-:cd to Hla,·ery . 
lll'nnconin would mulonhkcHv . 
hnn~ lll\Pn n mneh 1-{1'<.'nil'r ~Inn"' 
district Juul it not hcen for tlw 
~t ron~ Ot•r11um l' lenwu t, wli ich 
was ~troJJgl,r oppo:-Pcl to slnwwy. 
~t'<'<'~io:itr <•omp(1 lletl tlw:-:e (for­
muu:-:. \\' ('1:-:h macl En1.di~h to 
fo1·111 :-:Pff l<•)ll('Jlf:-: h,· tht•Jll:-:l'h'('S .. 
owi1w to tlw '"t•m•ml i,l.!normwc 

,.. .-- I 1 

of tlwir lnwrmwt•~. ,-.. ,-. 
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PAh!'T XI. 

'l'hP hi~ton· of I◄'rnn<·onia is . 
not cnmplch., wit hont giYing a 
short h istor,r of' the 1.rniln~y of 
the township. Very little nt­
tttnf ion hnH yet hel'n gi\'en in 
our historic:-; to the hnhitntion 
nnd diHtribution or our existing 
nnimnl~. 'J'he existing mnmn­
lin within tlw prc:--ent limit~ of. 
l◄'ranconia it i~ very prohahly 
,lonot. exceed thirty-five ~pecieH, 
of' which pcrhnp~ half clo t-xi:4 
nt flw prc:-;ent tiny. 

mnvs 

"'hi?e })(~l'hnps onc-thircl of 
our Ynriom~ ~pecim~ of' hirtls 
hnvc dinuniidu~«l, we do not 
clonht. t hnt in this county the 
hnlnncc nre incrcn~ing. 'l'hc 
plnnting of tree~ nml vnriouH 
cvcrgrcem; in nnd nrmttul lnwn:-1, 

lnnt•s mul roach,i•ll's hn~ lnrµ;c•ly 
tenclctl to promote their nug­
nll'ntntiou, hy nffimling tlwm 
snflicient shelf tlr nml st•cnrity. 
'l'he m1mhtl1• of i,;peeies of hir,b 
that e,·er existed in thi1-- ,·icinity 
hm~ ht•e11 (•stimHf(:lcl <>Yer 200, of 
which uurnl,ers hnn~ )pf). om· 
midi,;t nml nl't! ,-;fill pns:--in~ 
nwny, while others nre incr<•ni-:­
ing. 'rhe E11gli:--h sparrow. 
which lms hl't'H intr()(htcl'<l 
i-:ince 18G8, hns multiplit•d rnp­
i,lly nml 1-1prt•ml over the whol,· 
eountr,v kct1pi11g chiefly in flock:-: 
nrouml huil«lings nml hn ve, to 
:-;omc extt•nt, <lrivl1n nwny som«' 
of onr more 11~ef'ul hirds. 

HEl'TI u:.~. 

't1hc rt1movn l of' t l'l'l'S n 11t I 
i-:fones in Che <1 t1lth·ntio11 of tlit• 
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:-:oil, nnd the increas(' attention 
~ivcn to <lrainage, hnR <'onsider­
nhlc to do with diminishing our 
large repti!cR, which nrc lu•rom­

ing :-;earce. '!'he mo:4 prcclom­
inant nt the pre:-:t'nt dny nrc 
\':triom, Rp<'eiPR of snnkcR, Rc,·c­
ra) :-;p('cics of frol'R nnd n few 
liiznrd:-:. 

~11s1-:nA 1$. 

Prcciom; mctn1R hnvc hccn 
found in the townRhip to ~ome 
exf(mt, hut. in Ruch Rmnll quan­
titit'R that. the occurr' nee is 
more of scientific interest than 
of :111.r prnct.icnl ,·nine. Gold 
wnf-l found hy Dr. Chnrles .1\f. . 
\VctJwrilJ on the JH'OJlC'rty of 
:\Ir. Yoder, ncnr Prnnconin 
~pmrc. 'rhc gold wnx found 
in qnnrtz rock nnd iron prytcR. 
In the imncl mul grnYcl thrown 

out while digging a well he 
fonnn hrilli:ml :-;calcH of gold. 
From an analysis he found thnt 
every hundred pounds of gravel 
contained n quantity of gold 
worth twcnty-~ix and n half . 
cent~. 

'I1in, too, hns been found in the 
township. It is interesting to 
obsen·e thnt this rare n1etal 
is found in its nafiye state of 
purity in the gravel of Franco­
nia. 'l'hc lnrgcst piece of tin 
found adhered to the gravel nnd 
formed a rounded mnss of a 
white 1nnllcnble metnl, which 
wns analyzed nncl found to be 
pure tin. 'l'his metal bdng 
first noticed by Dr. Chnrlcs ~I . . 
,vcthcriJL ThisinsJance is the 
only record of tin in Pcnnsyl-. 
vnnm. 
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PAI~T XII. 

ROADM ANIJ f'ON\'BYANf't:. 

A8 stntccl in our prcvion~ 
hiHtory thnt. t.hc town~hip of 
11.,rnnconin wnx fo{Ct npnrt from 
the township of Salford in 1731 
by tlw court ofqunrtcr sessions, 
on ncco1int of hcing to large n 
territory, to he served by one 
constnhle, nncl for the supcrvi1-1-
ion of the public ronds, two . 
R11perv1sors. 

11hc first ronds, from one new 
sctt.lcmcnt to nnothcr, were 
sim1>1ypnf.hs through the forests. 
No notice wns tuken by tho 
owner of tho u\closed land of 
tho use mndc hy the few neigh­
bors of his prcmiRes ns n ron<l­
wny. After n time, ns tho 
number of Rcttlcrs incrcnsed, it 
became necessnry to pince re­
strictions upon the· privilege of 

pnH~ing nnd rcpnt-:~ing over pri­
vn te property. Petitions were 
accordingly ndch·c~scd to the 
court. of qnnrtcr sessions, nt. 
Philndclphin, prnyingt.hnt. ronds 
be lnic~ out for public usc~•----,J'lw 
petition for tho princi1de ro:tdK 

of the township,running from 
north to south, wns pre~cntrnl 
to the court of qunrter session~ 
in 17 41. 'l'hiR wns thnt of tlw 
Allentown nnd Cowpnth rond~. 

'l'hc turnpike rond lending 
from llnrl~yRvillc to Souderton 
wns chnrtcrecl nncl built in 1866. 
Other ronds wore 1nid out from 
time to t.imc ns the settlements 
incrensed. Down to the begin­
ning of this century much trnm,-
11ortnt.ion wns done on horst>­
huck ; huge tmckH, wn11cts nmt 
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hflskcts were conHtructcd nnd 
usctl for this purpose. In this 
way nearly all the produce was 
tnkcn to Philadelphia, and horHC­
mcn would thuH be seen sur­
rounded with poult,ry, pork, 
huttcr, Unx, etc., and even li\'e 
cnh'cs and sheep would be taken 
to mnrket by such menn8. Old 
nnd young, mnle nncl femnle 
were usually conveyed on home­
back ; it mnttcred not whether 
on business or plcn.snrc, ns wcH 
ns to their different pJnces of 
worRhip on the Snbhnth. For 
hnnling sleds were used J>rc,,ious 
to wngons, tho lnttcr being 
rmlcly constructed, with little 
or no iron, nnd the wheels were 
generally of imlid wood. As 
not. much nt.tenticn wtts paid to 
ronds nt that dny nt intcr,•nls 
they bccnmo almost impns.~nble. 
A tongnc-cnrt. wns t.hc first gQn­
crttl conveyance to market., nnd 
ns n protector ngninst the 
wenthcrn cover would bcstrct.cli­
cd ou hickory boughs. Gigs 

nnd chnirs began to come in 
• 

just before the revolution nR n 
vehicle for conveyance on busi­
ness or pleasure. As these 
were tnxnblc we find in 1785 
but. two riding chnirs in the 
township of Frnnconin. This 
demonstrates how much, even n 
century ngo, the people were 
nddictcd together on horseback 
or foot. At this period it is stated 
thnt it was regarded ns no un­
utmnl t.hing for n womnn to go 
on horseback to Philntlelphin, n 
distance of thirty tniles, to do 
their shopping nnd return the 
following dny. It would cer­
tainly require n good physical 
constitution for tho sex to en­
dure t.his now. Of course the 
clays for horseback riding is now 
post. for either sex, and we have 
the comfortnhle carringe for 
either business or p~cnsure. 
Farmers generally go to mar­
ket on rail nod sell out in n. 
lnrgc, c01nfort11hle ninrkct house 
at Jhir prices. 
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P .1\.. R 'T' X I l l. 

According to n li~t of lrm<l• 
holders nnd tenants reHiding 
within the township, the Gcr­
mnn clement, jmlging by the 
snrnnmes, com1mscd nlmor-;t. the 
entire population, '!'he xe,·cral 
townships of the connty were, 
however, nh~o settled by the 
"rclsh nnd English. Ncccsi--;ity 
con1pcllcd the GermnnR, the 
\Vclsh nml the English to fbrin 
settlc1ncnts by themselves, ow-• 
ing to the i!,'1lot·nncc of cmch 
others' lnngungc, which preven­
ted general intercourse. 'l'hmm 
connnunitics were, therefore, 
cnlculntrnl to preserve nnd foster 
the pcculinr mnnncrs nnd cns­
tomeH of their nntivc country, 
which, after n reRidence of ncnr­
ly two ccntm·ics here nrc Rtill, 

to ~ome extent, dixrernihlc in 
their di8ccrnlnnts. Ocrmnn 
hook:.; nml newHpnperH :-:till con­
tinue to be printed fhr the Gcr­
mnn people. 'l'hc GcrmnnH 
hCling ntmierously Hprend o,·cr 
the town~hip it must necessarily 
fhllow tlmt their manners nncl 
cnst<>ms hnvc cxm·tccl here a 
considm·n hlc intl nence on ~ocicty. 
judging from the incrcn~ing oh­
scrvnncc of ChrishnnH. New 
Y car'H, Good l?ridny, Raster nntl 
there cirQumHtnttceR. 'l'hc8t' 
Gcrmnns belong, ns they do, to 
Rcvcrnl rcligiouR dcnominntion~ 
hnvo never interdicted tlWRl' 

holidny~, which dn,ys, in conse­
quence, hnvc hccn more or le~~ 
obRorvcd among them nflcr 
tho mnnucr of' the filthorlnncl 
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unto this clay, whieh were ob- trodnccd. On these occasions 
:,:p1·,·c,l in man,, ca~ex in n vcrr 

~ . 
:-up<.~r~titiouH manner, more ~o 
in this town~hip thnn in nny 

otlwr, in coni-;e<1nencc of l,<\ing 
:-o Gcrmnn nn origion. 

'l'hc custom of levying m:u·­
riaµ;c toll, we hclicve, is excln­
:--i,·cly of Gcrnmn origin, ns, on 
inquiry ns to the mnttt'l' we 
cannot. find thnt it is prncticPd 
hr tlm~c of nny other dcscc>nt. . . 
'Phis practice is :--till in vogue 
more or lci-.s throughout the 
township, but. the custom is fnst. 
di~nppcnring. "rnkes or 1.:tny­
ing np with the dcnd were, to 
~omc extent, prncticcd n~ lnte 
n:-. l 8(H) nnd 1865, heing HRttnlly 
performed hy two or three in­
vited neighhorff. 'l'hc fhce of 
the corp~c would be tmcovcrccl 
ev(lry fow hours to see whether 
nll wn~ right. An npprchcnsion 
prevailed that. it might. he dis­
figured hy rnt.-1 or mic(~, which 
would proyc n scnndnl to the 
f'unernl nnd fiunil.r. Ucfhro 
1835 very few hcnrses were 
t1s<~1l nnd light. wngons littl<.~ in-

large wngon:--;, with two or four 
horses, would be provided fin· 
the family, who would sitnrouncl 
the coffin on chnirs nnd proceed 
to the pince of interment. I 
find stated thnt in 184-1 a fim­
crnl conducted in this 1nnnner 
being the Inst of the kind in 
this township. 

About the close of the last 
century hnrvest. was made a . 
jolly time, nearly nH went out. 
in the ficltl with the sickle to 
cutthcwnivinggrnin. A young 
young rnnn would take his pince 
hcsic le n young womnn nnd ns­
f-list her like n gnllnnt knight in 
her lnhors. 'fhis was before 
the general introduction of the 
crndle, which has been only rc­
cen Hy Httpcrcedcd by the reaping 
nnd binding machines. Such 
chnnges hn,·c tnken·place in the 
cn~toms nncl institut.ions of so­
ciety since tho forinnt.ion of 
I?rnnconin township t.hnt. it cnn 
hnrdly he credited nt the present 
clny. 

As tlw country wns hut . 
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H\Utrr,;c)y i.;ettfod c,·ery ncighhur­
h ood, for wnnt of ~ootl rondR, 
good nccomodntion:-- nncl tra vcl­
ing focilitie8, formed n commu­
nity by it~otr. 'l1he hnm)ct nml 
vi1Jngt1, even when only a fow 
miles npnrt, caui..cd ~uch n ~t'J>e­

rn tion n~ to gi vc to each its pe­
culiar hnhits nnd snpcri--tition, 
Of nil our German snpl'rf-ltition 
undoubtedly witchcraft was the 
mrn~t odionH, hut it never, that 
we nrc nwnre of, nt nny time 
hccnmc so nbn~ed n~ to lend to 
nny nchml .evil. No people nrc 
entirely free from superstition, 
for no mortal mnn poi--:,;e:-.:,;es the 
power or even the knowledge 
necessary to drnw a line ns to 
where it bcginf-l or ends. "'hen 
we come to consider the cli~nd­
vnntngc our forefnthcrs lnhorctl 
under nnd compnrc them with 
the flicilitics we now enjoy we 

need not wonder nt their hum­
hie superstitions, which WtH't' 

pc-cnlinr to the time nnrl circum­
:.;tnnccs in which they lh·ccl. • 

l◄
1

rom the foret? nml circmn-
stnncc-s the tlnrly :-:ett lcrs WCI'<' 

compelled to IPml whnt would 
now he consiclercd n rugged aml 
nnd lnhorons life. 'I1o clenr tlw 
lnncl nml bring it. under culth·n­
tion nwl to pr<wi,le comfhrtnhle 
buildings mnst hn,·e required 
consiclcrnblc effort. Roads hnd 
to he opened, ~trcnmH hridgctl 
nnrl mndc pns~nh!o, nnd this 
nlone cnnld only he nccompfod1-
ecl by toil. Our nncestors hnd 
their Rports nnd pnstimcs to 
vnry the monotony of existence, 
though they mny hnvc hccn few 
nn<l rude, yet they were ndnpt­
to their condition nncl no doubt 
gnvc them pk11u~urc nml Rcrvccl 
their nge. 
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P .. A.R"I' XIV. 

PHI\'.\ n: nunrrno OTIOUNHS--PUHJnux':; (IHAVJffAIW-OTIIER NEOLE<'TED 

mu \'Jff ,\ 1ws. 

In the cnrly tinwR it wns cuR­
tomnry nmong the lending fam­
ilies to hnry thoir clend on the 
fhrm, on n spot :-:et nRidc for this 
purpo,-;c, In the conr~c of time 
the nei~hhors hrought thcirdend 
for bnrinl in these privntc 
grounds. A few of these grnve­
rnrds nrc mniutainccl in this . 
townshi}l, others nrc neg'tc~ctcrl 
nml overgrown with brnmhlcs 
and hushes nnd still others hnve 
relapsed into their former uses 
as ficMs for fhrming, and traces 
of them nrc lost.. '1,lw Fuhr­
mnns grnveynrd is the lnrgcRt 
of this kind in the township. It. 
ronbtins nhout onc-qnnrtcr of nn 
ncrc of ground, tnkcn from two 
adjoining fltrmR. It is nn open 

ficlcl on the form of llcnry D. 
"'ilc, Rcvcrnl hundred paces 
southwe8t of the Indian Creek . 
flefo-rmcd church, The most 
unfortunate nffi1ir connected 
with it is the fntc of the grnvc­
ynrcl, in which, no doubt, inter­
ments hn,·e been mnclc ns cnrly 
nR 1725, nnd which wns nctunl­
ly used for this 1n11·tlosc until 
1700; 801110 have estiinntcd 
thnt within that period from one 
hunclrcd nnrl fifty to two hun­
dred mn,· hnYc been buried .. 
there; the hcndstones yet. trncc-
nblc, nrc nll common stones, 
nhout. hnlf of the number hnve 
letters nml cln.tc~. On n visit. to 
this grnvcynrd we copied the 
fhllowing: TnmemoryofGuorgc 
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Ludwig Ilnngt.l, horn October 

2fith, 1 (H)G, <liN1 l 7G!l, nge,l 

7~ venr:;;; the rc~t. of the stonPH .. 
hnving no rcgnlnr cpitnph, lun·­

ing only Jotters, few having 
dates in tlw following mnnner: 
I. A. I I. '1'., 1 7 G 6 ; R B. II . , 
l 717; C. H., 17UO; I. 1◄'. ~I., 
17G3; A. D., 'I 7fi8; E. 11., 
1788; ~I. L., F. ~I. nncl K. i\I., 
thc~e arc a1l lul\·ing mnrk~ of 
inscription, the rest nrP on!y 
rude stone. ~rhc fhrm where 
thiH grnvcynr<l if., 1--itlintc?d ii,; 
owned hy Henry D. \\'ill', pm· .. 
clrn:--ed fi·om hiN fothcr, \\'illinm, 
nncl since it hns been rt'ducecl to 
one-hnlf it~ former i-izll, Yenr 
nft<'r year the plow is nppronch­
ing nenrcr, which nu1kcM ns hc­
liuvc thnt. the time will 11c,t. he 
long hence when the entire 
graveynrd will he under cnlti­
vi1tion, nnd the exh1tuncc of' the 
i-mmccnn scnrccly he pointc<l out.. 
The t.rndiHon iR thnt Rome of 
the hcndstoncH Im vc gone to t lw 
wnsh gullies nnd covered over 
likely to he rcvcnlccl some clny. 
1~he fntc of thiH grn vcynrd ccr-

tninly h•aelws n lunnilitntinJ! 
ll'~:-;011 on hnmnn n vnri<'l'. H:ul 
it not hl'l'll tfw rt.•~ting plnc-e of 
our lon~ly forefhthers, the pio­
neer:; of the town:-;hip, the tll'so­
lation of tlw :-:nmc would not 
t-ink i-o dl•ep on tlw minrl of thl' 
prei-:cnt gl~nerntion. Indeed, on 
om· recl'nt, vhiit. to the tll'glt.lct<.•cl 
grnveynrd, looking <>Y<.'r tlil• 
rnin:-i nml tle~olntion, we Wl'l't' 

~o moved that W<.' snt down nml 
wrote the fo~lowing 1inl's to l'X­

press ottr tleep rcgn•t. 
l•'nr up thl'\ louely lrulinn Cro('k, 

My wi\/uforing f<mtstcps IC'd, 
Tia<' 1110~ grew thick l1t.•nmth my ft•<'t, 

1'ho wind 1111umNl o'er my h<':ul. 
'fhc 'trnc<'11 of II grnvcy1ml oltl 

W <'ro plainly to ho 14<'t•n, 

8uroly some weary pilgrim soul, 
Is hero nt JlCnco I wc<'n. 

'fho bramble hushes anti tho wN•d. 
Lny thick upon n momul, 

The hcnJbonrtl w)l(lro tho nnmc wo rcatl, 
Ilnd rotted to tlio ground. 

No flower o'er had bct'n plnntc<l thl'r<', 
No lo,·cd ones knew the 11111cc, 

No mnrblc ,:ilnbR or grnnilo rare, 
1'hiR lonely momnl •litl grnc<'. 

J rni11cd tho hcndhonrd with my la:uul, 
Jlrom <lust its words mn<l<' cfonr, 

It r<'nd "'fho &•ttfors of Our Lnml,9' 
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"l1'r:mt•onia ':-i Pi1,11«><'r. '' 
Tiu• r,•st was hlurrt•tl with rui-:t :m,1 :tJ.!t', 

Lot1Jt )'<'llrs 11111! work,•11 their mt : 

But fouw tlmt's writ on lti:-,t111y':; pag1•, 
Lo11g JC':trs 1•,111 1ie,·t•r l,Jot. 

Holl on, proud l11,lian Cn•ek, roll 1111, 

A1l11wn the ~tony ~lt•n. 
A J,o,·t• th<•t.• in the :-l1111lows Ion<', 

Sl1•,1p hr:1\'(l, n111lam1tPtl 1111'11, 

~o hrutnl fi11•:-1, !lo lJlornly wars, 

Our Christian JH.'oplt• ft•ar, 
For th11n hast 11111clt•um· pathway s111ooth, 

'·Prmu•onia'.~ PimH'<'r." 

'111w <'ondition and :,;jfuation 
of thi:-- olcl gl',l\'l',Y:trcl i:,; Wl'II l'X-

1 )l't~:--:-;(•d hy t lw II ho,•p linl•:-.. 'l'lu_• 
remaining spot is thiddy ,~over­
l'il with tJ·t•,1...: nncl thickt't; tlw 
walk to t lw pin<'<' must be 11utdP 

:wro:--:,,. tlw flp}d:,,; ; tlw lwli:m 
<'l'<.1t•k, too, is 1wlow near its 
h:tst', the ~nnw ns it hnd when 
the fin.;f internwnt wnH mndl', 
ptohnhl,r n hunrlr(•cl nrnl fifty. 
_n•ar~ ago. 

'l',·mli t ion st a h!s that n plH<'t' 
in the mPndow of ~tmtwl Mus-
,-.: .. Jmnn, in the wesh1rn pnrt of 
flw township, nenr the lm1inn 
creek, wn1-1 formerly occupit1d 
with grn\'(•::.. 'l'lwrc nre no 
~tone~ there nt tlw 1n·c~Pnt clny. 
'rhf' mmmds, howe,·e.•r. nrc oh-

st!l'\'ed t,y tlw tlll<!a n•1111e:-::-: of 

thl' g-romul. 'J'mdition :-tn tl':-; 
tl1at it wa:.; lwrt• that Christian 
l◄'unk wa:-- hm·it•,L Funk, it i:-­
:,;t,1h•d, Jive:I hnll' a yl':tl' almw 
in tlw town~hip on the (ltrm 
now O\\'Hl'cl hy 1:--aac C. God:-hall 
and wlw1''-' lw was hurried is 1111-

loinwn, ot )p:11--t, not mol'(' than 
what tradition staft•s, which, in 
matter~ like the~l', is }10111etinu.•s 
n~ry wron~. 

'l'hPrl' wu:-: :t 1:-:o a pri vn t<• 
l,urying l,!l'o111ul at tlw µ-ra\'e­

,·nrd <'OJllll'dt•<l with thl' relh.dous 
•· l, 

t•(lifirP, :-:o-en11f'<l I forrite hon:o:l', 
al:-:o sit11ntt_•1l in tlH' wt•stern pnrt 
of tl1< 1 township, Jll'Hl' the I mli:m 
Cl'l'l'k. 'l'hl' hi:-:tor,r of' tl:is l 1tli­
fit·e nntl grn,•pynr<l will hP ~ivt•11 
in nnotlwr pnrt ~l'pt>rntPl_r. This 
houH• wns only huilt nt the ~idt• 
of' this grn v<.• ynr<l in Inter yonr:--, 
which is t}w J'Ntson thnt this 
grn,•eynrd iK mnintaint'd at the 
pi·e~entdny,othcrwise th(l grnve­
,rnrd would prohnhly hnvt• hl•en 
negl(lefed nnd lni<l to wm,h." the 
~nmP n~ the n•st in the town­
ship. 

'l'here wns nnother pri vntc 
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burying ground, called the Hnr­
lcy's burying ground, fiituntccl 
on the pike lending from Hnr­
lcysvillc to 8ondcrton. It wns 
c01nmenccd by H udolph Hnrfoy, 
in 17 46. One tombstone we 
found bears the dnte of 1758. 

On thiH lot. n frame hon:::e wn~ 
creetcd hy the DunknrdK in . 
18,13, in which worship is hcl<l 
on nltcrnutc Sundays. 'l'lw . 
history of this burying ground 
nnd meeting house will nhm he 
given in nnothcr part, 
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PAix'T' x·v. 

ArrouST8 OJ,' TIil-: POOH OF TIit: TOWNSHIP. 

From the towmd1ip book, 
clntcd :Mnrch 25, 1706, we 
copied some ncconnts which 
will be of interest.. It. will, 
howc\'er, he ob~cr\'e<l bynglnncc 
over this hook where the venrlv ' ·' .. , 
ncconnts of the "overseers of 
the Poor" were kept-, t hn t in 
the enrly Rcttlcmcnt. of the • 
country Ycry little nppcnrs to 
hnve been done for the support 
of the poor. 'l'he }lO}lllll\tion 
wns spar~-m, labor wns in clcmnnd 
on every side, nnd nccc8sities 
of the people were limited to 
snch few nb~olntc requirements 
thnt. pauperism conl<l Rcnrccly 
he Rnid to exist, which, of course, 
is quite cliflbrcnt. from the pres­
ent., when wc think pnu1lcrism 
hns reached it~ hi1d1cst point. 

'l1hc society of Friends, the 
~lcnnonitcs nnd the Dunknrds 
have invnrinbly supported their 
own unfbrtunn te poor to the 
present. time, which, howcYcr, 
t--ccms to become more of n bur­
den every dny to these fhw clc­
nominntions. 

During the whole coloninl 
period, clown to the erection of 
n, house for the Rnpport. n.ncl 
etnploy1nent of the poor, they 
were nmintninccl by their rc­
s11ccti vc township or district. 
Ji,or this 1mrpose two overseers 
wore appointed for each dis­
trict by the judges of the 
count.y court:-;. ~l'hcir clutieR 

• 
were to secure Jbr those cotn-
mittccl to their charge homes 
nrnl employment nt, the n1ost 
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fo\'ornhle rate:,;. An act wn~ 
pa~:.;pd in 1771 tlrnt prodded thr 
two O\'er~ccrs in c,·cry town­
~hip by the ju~ti~():,i nt n 1-tpccinl 
1nceting to he hdd every yt'nt'. 

'l'he cxpen1-1es incurred in pro­
Yiding imh~i~te11eP, shdter nnd 
employment. for thoi.;c whom 
mi8fortnnc had rernlcrt>d a hnr­
d<•n to ~ocicty waH to he ~nppli­
c,l hr the n•irnlnr cmmtv rate. 

• M •· 

'l'he ovcrRcers Wl're rP:.:poni-iihk~ 
for the collection of the nmount 
a:-i:-;c~~cd and were rer1uirctl to 
pny oYcr the 1no1wy h1 their 
po~:--e:-:l"l10n. A record wn~ kept 
of the 11oor awl nn ordc.,r of the 
ju~ticc of the penct~ wn8 nect'8-
~nry to be n,hnitt<.~d to the li~t 
hcfore ni-is~stnncc cou1d ho fur­
n iHhed. A11 thm:c hnving 1wm· 
rclntionH who were pnuper~, 
wm·c compelled toRnpport. thc~m, 
if their ~ir,mmstnnccs ennhlml 
them to do i-;o. Among the 
clntieR of the ovcrt:N.H'~ were 
Hnpplying the immetlintc wunt~ 
of fnmiliN~ redncecl to poverty, 
nnd in cnsc of den th to givo them 
n decent hnrin1. 'l'ho~e thnt 

could work were kept on n fn1·111 

nmong tlw formc1·~. On tlw 
formation of the rom1ty nnd 

prior the just ict~:-- of t lw court 
m1ulo the following nppoint­
uwnti.; for ovcri.;tlers of the poor 
of the town~hip, which, how­
(!\'Pl', dot•~ not rnnhrmw all ~inc•t• 
the ilworporntion of the towu­
~h i p, 17 3 l. 'l1hP_v n re rceor( l<•d 
in the tow11:;hip hook in the fol­
lowing mamwr: In 1 ;n~, ,J amt•:-: 
Hohh-:on nrnl ,Jacoh 1 lacmnn, i11 
177{) Michael Shm.\mnkt•r nwl 
,lncoh Leite, Sr., in 178.G n~ain 
.Mieh:wl ~hocmnkt\r nml ,l aco'. 
Leite.?, Sr., hoth rc:--iµ1w<l, nml in 
thch· ~tend ~Jaroh Lcitly, ,lr., . 
nncl Ydlt's Lnnclis were 1ippoint-
t>d; in 1788 ChriKtinn Chrc:-­
mnn nnd Y clfo~ Landes, in 1700 
Ahrnham Nie(~ nrnl ,Jn<"oh Hen­
~en, in 17!H Mnrtin Dcthwilt•t· 
nml Henry 8iplc, in 17fHl ,John 
Dethwiler nnd ,John 8wnrtlcy, 
in 17HO Chrh;tinn ~lore,· nnd . 
Andrew8hwtnt1.,h11801 n(•orµ(• 
HhnlJiclcr nml Ahrnhnm Hoi-:cn­
hcrgcr, in 1802 ,lnmcs iohcm 
nwl John \Vilf(on, in 180H Chri:---
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tinn ll11nsl><.1r~er, Sr., nncl ChriH­
tian llrm~herger 'l'nylor, in 180-1 
'l'ohins Hho11 nrn1 Henry Lanck•~, 
in 1805 Abraham Dclh ntHI 

,Jncoh Swartley, 18011 ,John Alt­
hons nnrl ,John Sahler, in 1807 
,Jolm Jforgey nn<I J:.:nac Moyer. 
l•'rom this date on the o,·er~,_.er:,; 
of the poor wcl'e notifird hy t lw 
,lirector:,; of tlw poor honHc, 
whi<'h wns cstnhliRlied from net:-; 
• ,f tlw Htute Ll'gii..lntun•, to l,p 

JH'l'l'-<mt nt tlw poor hou~<' in or­
der to rert)ivo tlw pnnpPrs of 
the town:,;hi p, with f heir trnods, 
to he vnhw<l hy fw<l perHons 1tp­
poinfpcl for thnt pnrpo~e. 'l'hc 
xuldect of providing n honi;;e n1ul 
honw 1Jf employment of the 
poor, inRtC'n<l of the former 
method ofhnving them working 
or hoarding nround with tho1-1e 
who would <~onscnt to rccievc 
f hum, lwgnn to rccievc nttcntion 
~oon nncr the formntion of the 
eounty (1786). 'l'hc first mo,·e 
in this direction Wfl8 the hol<ling 
nf a puhlic meeting nt the hnnNt~ 
of John DnviR, in Norristown, 
.lnnunry 23, 1801, when nil the 

ovt•r~ecr~nf tJw rc~pe<·tini town­

:,;hip:-; were to he pre8Pnt, on ~lw 

the t~xpecliency of pctitionin~ 
the Lt1gil-ilntnrc of the 8tnte for 
the privik·ge ol' hnilding n poor 
liou:--e, ft>r the m.:e nnrl hcnefit 
of thP dt•:..titute of ~Iontwmwr,r 
<•otmty. But litt1e wa:-i dmw in . 
the county on this point until 
~larPh l 0th, 1806, wlwn an net 

wa:,; pn:-i~ed nuthorizing the pur­
drn:--e of u farm and to t•rect 
therl'on i.;nitnhlt• hnilcling~ for 
the pm·poRe hy tlw county. 
8nhHe<ptent net~ W(lrc pn~~ed 
,lnnnnry 26, 1807 nml Decem­
her 22, 1800. 'l'hc hon~c wa:,; 
not ready for the county until . . 
1808, when thedirectorsnotificcl 
the overl-ieers of the poor of the 
respccth·e townships of the 
eonnty, n~ ~tnfod heforc, to di­
rect the poor with their goods 
to the newly erected poor house. 
hmnc .Moyer nnd John ncrgey 
were ovcr~cerK of the poor of 
Ji'rnnconia town8hip nt thnt dnte 
nnd they nt. once rmnoved their 
poor to tho new poor house on 
the Schuylkill. ,vo, however, 
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found thnt nt thi8 time only n ceivcd the hn.lnncc in the trt\n~-. 
~inglc imHviclnal wa~ mnintainetl ury, which they, charing tlwil' 
hy the township, and this heing term, together with the poor 
n girl. In the township book, girl mnintniiwcl hy thmn, hnml­
whcrc the nmlitor:-1 kept their cd oYcr to the poor hou~e crcc­
.rcnrly nceounf,li; of the overseers tcd for thi~ puq>o~c. 'l'hu~ 
of the poor of the toWnt-!hip of tm<led the rnnintnining of thP 
lilrnnconin, Wl' clippc,l the fol- poor in thi~ townhip. 1◄,rom 

lowing: this time on n tnx wc1s levied 011 

"~lnrch 20, 1807. the frechoJcforR of the town~hips 

\\' c, the tmhscrihcrR, nR frco­
holdcrs of Prrmconin townshi11, 
who, being nu<litors choRcn by 
the township nforcsnid, for 
nrnking RcttJcmcnt for the en­
Ruing ycnr of the Inst ovcrRcers 
of the poor, namely, .Joint 
Snhlcr nnd John Althous, thnt 
ilwy hnve to pny for supporting 
n young girl twenty pounds, nnd 
hnlnnce in hnnd which they 
hnvc to pay to the new ovcr­
Rccrs, ,John llcrkcy nncl Isnnc 
i\Ioyer, two potmrlH, nine Rhil­
Jings nncl six pence." 

'ft~TJ~: 

l\Iichttcl Shoemnkcr. 
Cnptnin Smnmcns. 

John ncrgcy nnd T,mnc .Moyer 
hciug next ove,·Kcers they re-

of the county {br the mnintc-• 
nnncc of the poor orthc county, 
which is the prncticc y<.'t to tho 
prcflent dny. 

,vc here give J>1ncc to nnotlwr 
Amlitor~' ncconnt. ns ~mt down 
in the township hook: 

Pm1,Anr.1,PmA, ~ 
~Inrch 2G, 1708. 5 

'ro cnsh the over~CCl'R recic\'­
cd of the previous ovcr~ctws ft,·<· 
pounds, ten shillings nrul six 
nnrl onc-hnlf pence. By cn~h 
they pnid for the hurying of n 
poor person two pomtdR, RC\'Cll· 

teem shillingH nml eight pence. 
Examined this nccount, nnd find 
n hnlnncc of t.wo pounds twelve 
Hhillings nncl ten pence, which 
it-! ordered to be pnid to the sue. 
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ce<~iling O\'<W1--<1<•r:.;, which are 
,Jncoh Dt1htwhiler nwl nt•m·go 
Stump. 

'l'f-:RTJ-:R : 

~nm G. J\Jinlin, 
Geo. Hrynnt, 
,Jncoh Hnll. 

Below this nnclitors' notirc 
the following note h~ written : 
"In 1767 the township of:Ji.,rnn­
<~onin hnd no poor." 'I'hc follow­
ing showR the nmonnt expended 
hy the township of Frnnconin 
for tlw mnintcnnncc of the poor 
in tlw township in every dectu_le 
of ten rcnrl-1: In 1766, seven-. 
t<1en pounds, t-ixtcun shillin~s 
anti nine pence ; in 1777, ~ix­
h.1e11 ponnrls nml two pence; in 
1 i80, thirty-nine pomuls; in 
170G, twenty-Hix ponnd:-1 nnd 
two ]ll'llCl~; in 180(i the nmlitors 
mn<le the following :-;cttJcment 
of the ovorseurs of the poor of 
the towrn~hip: 

.Mnrch ]8, 1806. 
,ve, the t-tuhi.;crihcrs, nx t'r<'e­

holtlct·M of the towm~hip of 
Frnnconin township ns mulitori-; 
for mnking ~mttlenwnt for the 

<•n:--ning ycnr of the last o\·£•r­
:-Pers of the poor, nnmely, 
Ahrnhnm De1h nnrl ,Jaeoh 
Hwnrtley, nncl fonncl thnt tlwy 
hn\'c paid for ~upporting tlw 
poor of the townRhip, and ex­
J>eni,;es did come to twenty-five 
pomulH_ IG Rhillings nml eight 

· pence. Bnlnnce in hnnd which 
they have to pny to the ovcr­
Hecrs, ,John Althouse nnd John 
Shnlcr, which is fin~ pomulH nnd 
fonrteen Rhilling~ . 

'l'J-~Tl-:R: 

Michnel Shoemaker, 
• John Gerhart, 

·.Auditor~. 
'rhus We :,l(I(.~ that the (!Xpl'll8(1 

1hr mnintnining the poor in the 
township n hnmlre,l yenrs ngo 

W<'re only trifling in proportion 
to thu present, hut it is evident 
thnt pnupcri~m nmong us is in­
ercn~ing in spite of the gren t 
diminution tnking pince in the 
mm of intoxicating liquors nrnl 
tho eonsidcrnhlc incren~e of im­
igmtion, which must. be ndmit­
tetl thnt n grunt. number nr<~ im­
pro,·id,•nt pnupor~. 
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The cxp<'n~es for mnintnining 
the present. poor hon~c nrt\ met. 
hy funds raised frou1 tnxcs 
levied by the county commi~-. . 

sionerfol on rcqui~ition of t }ip 

directorN of tlw p,mr hou:-1<', nm) 

through their ordt\r paid by till' 
county tr<'n:-ntrcr . . 
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TIU-: l.l''ffll·:ll.\N CO~OHl·:O,\TIO:"\, 

In our Jll'f!\'iou8 parts W(' 

h'(':tle<l upon r(•ligion of tlH."' 
town:-:hip, in this pnrt we dc~ire 
to ~ive the t'ntir~ hil'\tory of the 
clmrrhes nnd hnrying gronmls 
within the limits of the town-
1<hip. 'l'o mc(~t this wnnt we 
W~l\' fhrnislwcl with the 1ie<~(1s­
~11·y pnpcr:-; of' the ,·nrious con­
grcgat ion~. The cnrly Re ft.le rs 
w~rc, with few cxc<.~ptions, Gm·­
nrnn8, who were in mnny rnst."'R . 
1lrh•cn hither hy the scourging 
,,·m·s, nnd r11ligious pcr:-;ecutioi1s 
then rn~ing in l~u n>pc. Being 
pious men nncl women thcv soon . 
formed thcmselvrn•t intoro!igious . ' 
i;ocietie1', which I nm now to 
11'(\nt, ns they scU.le<l within our 
limits. 'l'hc Jndinnfiold Luther­
an Churd1, nx Ktntcd in our 

previous pnrt~, wn~ the fir~t rc­
ligion8 crliffoc in t.110 town~hip, 
nncl nmlonht<~<ll r the Lnthcrnns . 
compri~ed the grcntcr pnrt of 
the earlier l'lettlcr:,;, hnt thcv do 
not. nt the pre:-;ent "time, i10w­
cvcr1 comprise more thnn mw­
third of the populutioi\, the 
~Iennon_ites nrc folly up to their 
prci-:ent membership. Howe,·<1 r, 
the Lnthcrnn iM the most num­
erous clcnominntion in hfont­
gomcry county, hndng twenty­
five how-·c:4 of worship in 1870, 
}>1'ohn bly more now. l\Iost. of 
their nnccstors cnm<' frotn the 
Gcrmnn nntion~ of Ccntrnl 
l~uropc between 1710 nnd 1770. 
Liko most of' our cnrly Rct.tlcri,i, 

they wore rcfogccs fron1 rolig­
iouH difmhiHtieK in the Olcl 
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,vorld, }winging n :dcrling fhith 
nnd domestic hnbits with them. 
Fro111 the dnte of the founding 
of their mother churches, the 

Old Goschcnhoppcn nml St .. 
AugmduR, Trnppe, their cnuni­
gration nnd Rcttlcment inm4 
hnYe been ltnge nnd rnpicl clm·­
ing the period nnmcd. As Gor­
don in hiH "Gnzcttcer" of 1832 
puts down the Lutheran 
churches of Alontgomcry nt 
eight., which were increased ns 
nbovc stntcd. '!'his dcnominn­
tion hns undergone fewer 
chnngcs by transplanting from 
.l~uropc to Amcricn, nn<l hns 
hecn less rent by schismR nnd 
,lisngrcemcntsmnongthetnsclves 
thnn nny other. Some yen.rs 
ngo n few of their congregations 
he1d "protracted meetings," but · 
none do so nt present in this 
county. Like ,most. dcnominn­
t.ions, the Lutherans hnve nn or­
gnnizntion to promote church 
cxtcntions, nnrl· it is found their 
great incrcnsc to he cine to tho 
practice of regularly catechising 
the youth at proper ngo nnrl in-

ducting them into the chureh 
fbllowRhip hy rite of confirmn­
tion. The cflicicncv of this .. 
mode of keeping up church 
mcmbcrRhip leads some to <~on• 
elude that it is a better mcthrnl 
thnn that in vogue of "tli~ci­
pling" tlw. people hy protracted 
meetings ns nn ndjnnct. or Sah­
hnth school instructions. 'l'hc 
rnlvocntes of the lntter sr~tcm . 
allege thnt religion lenrnc,I in 
tho former mode only fills the 
hcnrl, while the henrt or nm~c­
tions nrc unrenclwd by it. 'l1lw 
Indinnfield Lnthernn church, of. 
which we nre now going to trent. 
is one of the o!c1cst Lutheran 
congrcgntions in PcmlRJlvnnin, 
nnd wns from the beginning en­
tirely Luthernn. A Jog church 
wns built in 1730, the first re. 
ligious edifi,!c in the townRhip, 
cnlnrgcd in 1766, and rebuilt in 
1702, nnd gave pince to the 
present stone church, which, in 
1808, · rconiverl, {hr the third 
time, n new roof of slntc, hcing 
repnircd ngain in 1881. 'l'hc 
lmil<ling committnc composed of 
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J. B. \Vnmpolc, ,J. Benner nml George Smith who Jived ln~t in 
H.. IL Cressman. 'l'lw ground this school house, when at tlie 
plnn of the present churd1 is of time, in 18S,l, it wns consumed 
rcctnngle in form, with n length by fire. It was here that mnny 
of 5-! feet facing sout.hcnst nncl of the enrly church records were 
tho ond facing northeast 40 feet. destroyed. The creation of n 
It. is one story high nnd is nhout congrcgntion in Sellersville took 
twenty feet to the ce,iling. nway mnny members, but were 

'l1he building is graced with still in 1885 over 200 commu­
m1 clegnnt tower ninety-five foot nicants. As tt pnrt of the Go~­
in height. 'l'he architecture chenhoppen charge it has been 
is the work of ,Jonathan B. since 1752 ,?onnectcd with the 
\Volf, of 'I1elford, nnd presents ministcrinm of Pcnnsylvnnin.. 
c1nitc n. moclol of nrd1itcct.urc. The prnsent constitution ,vnR 
'l1hc interior iH filled np most ndoptcd in 1836, nnd the cxi}lt­
ndmir.1b1y and the decorations ing church record wns begun in 
,met pnintings being fine work of 17 53 by Pastor J.'redcrick 
art, nnd contains n galler.v on Schultz. The enrlicst Pastor 
thrc<.~ Ritlos, which is refitted on known,,·nsJohnConmdAndrcn, 
one Ride with n cclebrntecl pipe who cnmc to this country in 
orgnn secured in 1820, ntul there 1742 from Zweibreucken, lnnd­
hoing connected with the church cd in Philnclelphin. nnd settled 
nt various times n good choir in Ooschenhoppen. I-le nssumed 
nnd nt the pre~cnt noc,Js no charge of the Ooschcnhoppen, 
commend. New Goschenhoppcn nnd lndian-

'l1hcre wns n school hom;e situ- field churches, where he re­
nte<l nenr this church in cnrly mnincd until 1761. In thnt 
times, which wns nbnndoned year Lncns Rnus began services 
nncl nftcrwnrds refitted for the ns cntcchet under Pastor II. i\I. 
janitor of the dmrch. It wns ~Iuhlenbcrg's direction. He 
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closcll his :--er\'icc':; in l 7G~. 
when the Hev. Frederick 

8chultz hecnme pnRtor nncl i,;crv­
ed until 17t>3, ,yhcn He\'.Joseph 
Hoth :-;uccectle,l him; from 
1758 to 1770 Rev. tlohn ~'lichnel 
Enterlcin wn~ pnstor, from 1770 
to 1705 Rev. Conrad HelJcr, 
Hev. Frederick Gcisenhniner, 
1706 to 1707 ; Hcv. George 
Heller, son of Conrad, 1707 to 
18,10; Hcv. Englebri~ht Peixto, 
184.0 to 1864 ; Rev. Frederick 
,vnltz from 1866 to the present 
<lay. The congrc~gnt.iou was 
originnlly formed hy the Bev. 
.l. Com•11,d Andren, nn cxpcllc,l 
Lut.lwrnn CJergymnn in Gor­
mnny, who, without. nny rccom-
1nendntion, so insinuntcd him­
Relf into tlwir confidence thnt he 
became their pnstor, bnt who 
wns tmon nftcrwnrd discharged 
for immoral conduct. 'fhc first 
rcgn1nr Luthernn minister wns 
the Rev. Lucas Unus, who 
preached two ycnrR to the con­
grogntion. 

'fhe grnvcynrd is an nnciont. 
one nnd nn object of much in-

terest; sincl' tlw Ol)(nnizntion of 
the chnrch ( l 7!10), no doubt, 

1500 mny have heen huricd 

here. 'l'o meet the increasing 

demnnd for :.;pncc for hnrying 
the grnw~ynrtl hns hecn cnlnrg-­
ed ngnin nm) ngnin. nnd at. thii,. 
writing (1886) the congregation 
ngnin enlarged their burying 
groumls by purchasing u trnct 
of h1ml of 'I1ol>ins \Vile, for $300. 
On n visit to this grnveynr.l we 
copied some \'ery old dnt(l1-1 
from lwndstonc1-1. ,Ye think, 
however, that the very n!clt\~t 
bnrk~<l h1?rc hear no datcR or in­
Rcriptions nt nlJ, nt least, we 
find mnny of this kind. MoHt 
grnvc stones of t.his kind Jutve 
sunk in the grournl nnd nrc al-• .. 
most. invi8ih1e. Some of the 
enrHcst. bur1ccl here which lll'C 

mnrkccl with stoneH hnving let­
ters nnd figurus ru·e ~I. Conrm1, 
1760 ; S. Cressman, 1767; IL 
IL, 1700; Sn. Do., 1771 ; JI. 
E. N. M., 1777; 1. F., 177G; 
A. n. 1110 ; s. 1-1. I 768 ; we 
nbm copied the following Rnr­
nnnws: Httrndt, Nnco, Cr1!s.~mnn, 
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Ilermnn, Kramer, I{cilcr, StiH- tery. On a visit to the pince 
wngon,,Vnmhold,l{ing,Gchmnn, while the work wns in progre1'R 
Dnnnchowcr, Bilger, Souder, we hnd renson to believe thnt., 
Frederick, Gerhart, Bndmnn, when finished, the cemetcrv wi11 
Ritter, Hnem~, 1\Iust-mhnnn, Beltz, J 

Itosenbcrgcr,J(olmr, HeHcr,Ilen- he one of the grnndcst nncl best 
ner, Kratz, Herr nnd Conrnd. nrrnngcd cemetcricR in 1"Iont­
"rc also find here the grave of gomcry county. 
Paudor John .George Reller, The ,innitor's house connectetl 
whmic tomb is mnrkcll with with the church wns built in 
n flag Rtone. Rev. J. G. RcJJcr 1834. The present incubent, 
wns pastor of the congn.~gntion is David Cressman. ,ve arc 
fhrty-threc years. proud to Htnte, on inquiry ns to 

At. the present writing the the unity of this congregation, 
congrl~gntion hmi purchnscd n thn~ hnrmony 1n·evailcd from 
trnct of lnnd from Tobia:.; \Vile, the beginning to the present 
for $300, nnd hns been lnid out dny nnd religious unity wns 
into convenient lots for n ccme- mnintnincd in general. 
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P.ANT' XVII. 

1n:•·01n11m f'IIUIU'Jl.-f)0('1'HINl•:-rnuu~ CJUmK n•:•·01nn:11 ('ffUIU'II-IT~ 
IIUltrlNUflJIOUNU-1.fm,r's IUWOIDllm ('lfUIH'fl-11'8 Bllll\'INO OHOUNO. 

Contcmpornncoui-; with Lnth­
crnrn;, the old "Gcrmnn H c­
formccl," or uGm·mm1 Prcxhy • 

• 
tcrinnR," came to our countrr . . 
from different. pnrt~or Germnny, 
they only diflcring from tlwir 
countrymen nH Zwingle nml 
Cnh-in ,H~tgrecd from Luther 
nhout · Rome non•c~~m1tinl ,loc-. 
trinc, nnd tlm proper fhrm of 
chureh Oovcrnnwnt. '11h~r • 
were stc1·11<Jefb11<ll'l'H oftlrn Ilo!r • 
8cri ph11·cx ns the fo(ole rn !t.~ of 
fiaith nnd ns the perpetuity ofUw 
8nhhnth nx n dny of divine np-
1x,intmunt. 'rhc Hcfornwd ,le. 
nominntiou in Pc111u,wlvnnin 

• 
gnt.l1crc<l congrcgntion~ ns rnp-
Mly n1-1 the LuUu.wnns. Gordon • 
in hi~ "Onzcttccr" of 18!12 st•IH 

<lowu the umuht-r of lh•fhr111P1l 

congregntions in ~Iontgomcr.r 
county nt Hcven, which h_r 1870 
hnd inm·en~cd to nineteen, in 
1880 to twcnty-threu nml in . 
188(; to twcnty-fh·u congr.egn-
tionR. 'l'hiR church hni,; 1mflbrt.1«l 
mm-c from xchhnnntic inllucncu 
thnn the Luthornns, though no 
:-<crions open rupture hn1-1 t~V<'r 
tnlrnn pince.', hut rnthcr ,li~n­
grt,cmentx, mainly consiHting of' 
old mul 1ww vimn1 of theo1o:,t,\' 
nll(l oM nnrl new mt.1nxm·u1-1, Htlt'h 

nN protrnctt~d, night nml prnyur 
mectinw-c for the p1·nmotion of 
,·ivnlH. One thing in our dmrt.~h 
hiRtory Rtmuls to the cwc<lit of' 
lmth Luthcrnn:-. nml Hefh1 mc:1 
in the coloninl UAU mul C\'t'll 

down to the prc~t.mt dny, thnt 
I hey f'rnh•rnizt.'rl in huil<linµ: 
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honi-.cs of worship, which, for 

more thnn n cm1h11'}', iu m1my . . 
cn~rn~, hnve hcen occppicd Joint-
ly nnd nlternntol.r hy hoth de­
notninntion. ~f.1110.t ix muity in 
clit-isent-, n who1mmmc lcRROn to 
nr\jnccnt RCcts to Jivo pcncefu11y 
with ench other. As wenlth 
nnd more frcqucht worxhip hnve 
nflhrdc<l the nwnnK nn<l oppor­
tunity in recent. yenrtc, however, 
the dc:-iire nrose for Kcpcrnte 
Jmil<lin~~- 80 ncnrl,r nil tlwRC 
union chtt1·cheR hnve · dh·Mcd, 
mul, in most cnx(•H, one or the 
other crcett'd new huilcling8. 
I lowuvcr, to our knowlmlgt~, 
tlu.\r(~ wnx none of the kintl in 
nnr town:-1hip except. when one 
houf;c or ,mother Wn8 unclcrgo­
it,g chnn~t•tt. 'I1hc gr(\atest <liR­
qnictn~~:,; in nil om· churches of 
the ,·nrimtN dcnnminntionx 
t.hrnughont tlm Gf)rmnn xcetion 
hi the chtp~ing of the Oormnn 

-tongue nml the introduction of' 
f.hc Rngli~h to nccomo<lnt(~ tlm 
new µ;cnorntion, who rnthcr 
pr<'lbr tho lnUcr lrm,-(ttngu, 1 n 
onr Germnn fown~hip of J.'rnn-

<~onin the scn·icc8 were nlwnrH . 
conrh1ctt•tl in Gcrrnnn, with tlw 
exception of Jntc, when Rnglir,h 
~ervicc~ nre held on n.lternntc 
8umlny evenings in the Indian 
Creek Reformed church hv Ucv . 

• 
Kehm. Attempts ofnltcrntiom~ 
of the German lnngunge hns 
nlwny1-t been rei-1i1ded hy the 
elder membcrH of the upper 
churcheM. Sundny RchoolH, too, • 
which seemed inovntions upon 
old customs, wnR for n while re-. 
8iNtrnl h_y clcler members until 
recently, when Sumlnv schools . . 
wore orgnni1.ccl in nhnost. e,·cry 
church, mul in some cnses 
~peeiul houses were huilt. 

'l'hcrc nre t.wo Ucfhrmcd 
churches in the townl-lhip-the 
ln<tinn C1·t~ck nml tlw one cnllcd 
thu Leidy':.; or Jf~mnuuel'H Uo-. 
fhrnw,l drnrch. 'l'hc Jndinn 
Creek Holbrme<l church iH the 
o1deRt, iH locnted n hout one 1nilo 
west of 'l'elor<l on the Indinn 
creek, nrnl wnR f01nuled in 175!-l 
hy ne,·. ,Jncob ltcc:m, who wn:-i 
it:i fir1-1t. pmdor, lK•gnu hiR lnbm·R 
.J mw ~rl, in thnt ,venr. Amon~ 
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the founclcr8 of the church were 
,John Nice, ,Jacob Arndt,. Peter· 
Gcrhnrt, Jncob Leidy, ,John 
Shc11cnbcrgcr, ,John Sellers, 
\\'illinm Althouse nnd Abraham 
Arndt.. ,vith the exception of 
Arndt. these fnmily nn.~11cs arc 
all presented. in the cm 1gregn­
tion nt p1~scnt. In 17 54 the 
present ch11rch lot wutz purchn..~­
cd of Afiolv~cl Um·:·a., ,mrl in thnt 
ycnr a log cb•~rch wn~ erected. 
'l'his WP.~ ruplnccd in 1776 ]>Y n 
rough ,,:;tone church, with n hip 
roof, ,vhich wn~ used until 1820, 
when the third, 43x48, n11-10 of 
Rtone wnR built.. This being n 
large ·nnd Rubstnntinl church, 
having wnllR two feet thick, nncl 
the interior wns well fini~hccl 
with n. gallery on three sides. 
'fho prcHont church, 42x05 fbot, 
wns built in 1870, of hrick. 'l'hc 
ht1ilcling com1ilittct~ compoHerl of 
Andrew Hnrtzoll, Martin Shipe 
nnd Henry C. Hartzell. 1.'he 
cost of building f.hc ~nme wnN 
upwnrdR of $11,000. 1'hiR 
church hns three corner HtoncH, 
two of which were nlterccl from 

tlw previous buildings, however, 
this being the fourth church 
probably the firc4, the log 
church, did not contain n corner 
i;;tonc. The huilc1ing is sur­
mounted to the height of 116 
feet., contnining a mctnlic hell 
weighing 1600 pmmclR, cm~t. in 
Phi!mlelphin, to cnll together its 
won~hipJ>CrR, and toll fb1~ the 
tmrrowing, who bury thcit~ clcnd, 
mul whoHe tombRtoncs nro fost 
whitening the cnpncious ground 
upon which they nrc plnntccl. 
1.'he church was dcrlicntcd to 
the congrcgntion in 1880. 'J~he 
hascment iR used for Sundny . 
school pnrpost~s. It. wm~ here 
thnt n Snmlny school wnH orgn­
nizc<I n~ cnrly nR 1808.. 'l'hiH 
Sunday school connected with • 
tho church nt timcH being pro:,;-
perouR until of lntc when Sun• 
dny l-lchoo1H were orgnnizcd in 
tho ucighhoring village", nml 
this one had to be nbn1uloncd 
for wnnf. of ,mpport. '11ho in­
terior of t.he church iR fitted up 

· 1no~t olegnnUy, with frcRcocd 
wnll8. 'l'ho gnJlcry iH grnccd 
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with n lar~e J>ipe organ ~t!CUl'f!d 

in 1805. 'l'he exterior, too, 

prcRcntH quifo n model of nrchi­
t~cturc. At the spot where the 
prut--cnt church 8fand:--; lhrmcrly 
Rtoocl nn old log school houNe, at 
lcnst frHdif.ion Ht-1ttex flo, prior 
to Uw log church. Au old 
n1ember of thiH congregation in­
formed me t.hnt nt the time of 
t.hiR log church the Indittns were 
:dill Jllcuty throughout the In-. 
dinn creek vnlJc,r, nli,;c, thnt, the 

. . 
,,rd log church contained no 
chimney. _At thut time fire 
WM unknown in chnrche,-;, nnd 
tlw floor being lni,l with hricks. 

'l'he grnveyurd here is nn old 
one nnd it. mny he cx1wctc,l thnt 
many hnvc hcon bnrfod in it, 
nR it }ms undouhtedly hccn used 
fhr more thnn 130 yen.rR nnrl 
hcing sitnntcd in ~uch n popu­
low'.I section. On n vi Hit. to the 
grnvc ynrd we copied tht? follow­
ing from tJm tombstone~, which 
wu thlnk nrc mnoug the olde~t: 
HnmteH l4'uhrmon, 1708; George 
a~ir, 1767; ,John Jf'rodorick, 
1704 ; Ucih &}Her", 1769; John 

l•~uhrmnn, 1798 ; j\1icluwl Hnrt­
ze1J, 1784 ; i\I. B. IL, 17G0; 
Ghr. Pl., 17Gl ; Fl'cdcrick 
\V ci), I 7G7. There nre nlf(o 
mnnr tomb~toneH thnt hn,7e no . 
dntc nt nil, und probably 1mtnc 
thnt were hurried here 1dill 
earlier than the uboYe rnuncd. 
\\' e nh,o found close to the 
church 11 stone thnt wnsengrnved 
in the following mnnner : "In 
memory of Heinrich• Hartzell, 
wifo nncl two children, who cmi­
grnte<l from tho Pnlntinntc in 
1727, bdng the fir~t- settlers in 
Rockhill township, <lied nt. nn 
ndvnnccd ngc." It is nl~ here 
where Rev. ,Jncoh Lenn is 
buried. On hiR tomh:4ono we 
finmd the, fc>llowiug : " 'l'o t.hc 
memory of Rev. ,T11coh Lenn, 
who wn~ horn Jununry 4, 1774, 
dcpnrtcd this life Jnnmu-y 18, 
1818, nged fhrty-thrce years, 
wn~ mini8ter of the Ucformccl 
churches in Sussix, _ Jlnrchvick 
nnd Nolltown fhur yenrs, nnd nt 
Dohickou, lndinnfielrl nnd 
Swnmp nineteen ycarR." Ili8 
wifo, too, il4 hurried nt hi~ side 
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died Octolwr 30, 1872, ngt"cl 
hincty-onc ycnrs. 'l'he follow­

ing family nnmcs we copied in 
ndrlition to those nlr~ntly nnm~d 

• 
nnd nrc ini-;crtc<1 her<! for the 
n~c nml hmwfit gcnnologist, 
who mny desire to Recure nd-. 
tionn I infhrmntion in thi:-t <lircr-
tion :/Gcrhnrt, Scholl, 1\Ioycr, . 
8trnm~hcrgcr, Crc~smnn, 8tdncr, 
Benner, Anchy, Snnscl, 'l'roxul, 
81cifbr, Kclun: Hnnmnn, Shi~c, 
&llcrs, Unrndt., Ott, l\'nck. 
Bilger, Hilgcrd, Krnft, Hnlmr, 
1-Icndricks, Hcmgc,')\, Honig, 
llnmleulmRh, Kooker, l•"Juck, 
Bcnlor, SlnUcr, Dorn, Ziegler, 
'l'rnmhnuer, \Vile, Frnntz, Lenn, 
nml others. NcccsRity hn8 com­
pc!llntl them to cnlnrgo the 
grnYcynrc:l ngnin nncl ngnin, nnd 
contains now more thnn two 
ncrcs, enclosed with n snludnn­
tinl. wn11, nncl the ynrd is NUJ'­

ronndcd with Rhndc trees. 
Herc, too, nro Rhcds on n,1} sidm~ 
for the protection of horses from 
the inclemency of wcntlwr dur­
ing nil scnsonH. 

J,RJJ>\''8 JUW0IOfRI) CIIUIWH. 

\\'hnt iR known nR Leicly'i-; 
Hefhrnwtl church, Inter l~mnn­
ucl 's Hcformcd church, is lo­
ented hclow Sonclcrton, nml wns 
hnilt in 1858. A Nt·lwol house 
nrnl n grnvc•ynrd wn~ tlwrc over 
n hnnclrcd yt~nrx ngo. '1'1w 
~chool hou~u wnR used for pnhlic 
worid1ip until :t wnN rle1-1ired h,r 
the neighborhood to .huild n 
hou:--e n<lnptecl fhr thnt pm•poRe, 
ItR mcmherK nr<.~ ft:mn the ln­
tlinn Vrcek Hcformml church, 
of whid1 it. wnR for n tinw n pnrt. 
ltR pnt-1to1·R hn,to hecn Rov. P. 
8 Ji'hdicr 11ml ,J. G. Dcngfor, 
tho lnttcr of' whom is Rtill in 
nhnrge. Previous to thofle 
nnmed thorc hcing no rr~nlnr 
imdnllc,l minh,tcrR. \Vor~hip 
wns held on nltcr1intc titnC'l'I. 
'l'he church iR Ritnntcd on nn 
clcvntcd trnct of lnnrt nncl 
nflbrds n lxmntifh1 glimp~c of' 
country litb. In the ynrd, too, 
on nl1 sidcR hnvc hccn plnntcd 
mnple trees fhr shndc. 

'l'hc grnvc ynrd i8 nn old ono. 
On n recent vi~it. to thiR hm·r-• 
ing ground we noticed quite n 



11TS1'0HY (W l1'HANCONIA TO\VNSIIIP. 

nmnher of tombstones thnt 
ha ,·c hetm placed there lwtwcen 
the JCl\l'H 1700 nnd 1780. \\re 

hn ve copied the fh11owing sm·­
mttne:,; nnd nr~ insertcrl here fhr 
the ui--e or the gcnno!ogist : 
·Leidy, Schol1, }'lm~k, Beidler, 
"' ciF-.ci, Slifer, 8nycfor, Sdumbcl, 
Hohmpplc, 'Oherholzer, Kimmy, 
Yocum, Nncc, Nice, Klein, 
\Vnck, Hunshcrger, Schwenk, 
8hcllenhorgm~ Miller, Bauer, 
Bernd, l~ntcn, Cressmnn, 
\\

7en.vcr, ,Althon~, Hnir, Kulp, 
Conver Hngcy, Gnris, Hoscn-,,/ 
hcrgcr, \Vintcr, Hatzell, Hee<I, 
ncljl, Goott.ler, Bhcih( Hit.ting, 
i\loyer, Cope, Lnne, Znne, Rudy, 
Bloom, Lnndis, \Vormnn, Lever, 
Hohnrtm1x, &,vnlcool, i\InycrN 
nml otherR. \Ve hnvo fhund in 
in thiK grnvc,,:nrd more old 
stones hcnrin~ dntmrnrnl without 
<lntes thnn in nny other hury­
ing ground in the to,,,nship. 
\Vo jmlgcd t.he nmnher buried 
here Jlrohnbly two 'fhousnnd 
together with the more recent 
lmricd. 

Tho remains of Hev. Cn,-iper 

"'1wk s!umhcrs hcnenth the ~ocl 
of this ~rnveynrd, fhm1 his 
tombstone we hnve «!opied the 
following: Sncred to the mcm .. 
ory of Rev. Casper ,vack, who 
departed this life the 17th of 
July, 18:-JO, nged cighty-sc\'cn 
ycnr~. 
And iK your pastor gone ; 
Is Jw no moni that. lh·iug truth 
'J'lut wo ha,·e St-en before. 
Jlo IR gont•, ho'R Jt.Ut tho gloomy Rha«lr. of 

night, 
tfafc lall(fod in t!tcrual roalmH of light. 
JlaJlJlY oxchang'-'t t.o part with alt below for 

worlds of h)lss whew jny unf:uliug 
flow· 

Trh1mphi11gl11 hh1 fr:t•ml, whowlll hoyoutH 
If you punmc, the J>.'\th ho oft. taught. to 

you. 

Hi~ wife, llnrhnrn \Y nck, is 
huried hv his Ride, nged eighty~ ., 
six years. 'l'hdr grnveR rtro 
mtn~kcd with ll flng:done. 'rhc 
old g1·nve ynrd is enclosed with 
n subMtantinl stone wall. There 
is nlso n cemetery connected 
with the church which hns hcon 
recently opencrl, is situntc on 
clcvnted ground, arranged and 
divided i~ convenient lots nml 
enclosed with n board fence. A 
number· of interments have 
nlrcndy been made, nncl quite 
n mnnber of lots are enclosed 
with iron fenct'l8. 
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l>UNRARllS on ORll)IAN Jl.\PTrnTl- THlm\ PlUNrwu:s-U)llORATION 'l'O 

l'J-:NNS\'l.\'ANIA-THEIH IIOUfiR CH' \\'0HSHIP-UUH\'IN0 OUOUNO. 

Nenrly simu1tnn(lou~nm1 int<•r­
mixed with the l\fcnnonito ~mi­
gration came t.he Ccrmnn nnp• 
tists, who }ind been Rtigmntiu?d 
nnrl persecuted in Gormnny 
under the 1uuuc of '' Anu.hn h­
t ists' ' ( rcbst ptiscrs )~ They wcru 
n very pious nnd devoted peoplu 
differing little from tho .i\lenno­
nitc.q, except in the rite of hnp­
tiRm, which, with them, is 
nhynys ndminietercd by whnt iR 
<'..nllod "triune immerRion," tho 
penitent being di111)C(l three 
t.imcs, face downwnrd, in the 
nnme of the. 1'rinity, hence 
tho nppollntion Duukm•tft1 
(dippers). 1~hcy differ from 
~Icnnonitcs nlso in strictly 
observing Jbct wn.shing nml 
the lovc-fbasf, 11, fo!Ol't of ~im-

plo Rt1pper of plnin food, to tc:.;­
t,ily hrothorly unity nnd love. 
'!'hey n)Fo diflbt· from the Mcn­
nonifoH in this pnrt. of tJ•e conn­
try in holding 1·cvh1nl meetings 
nftcr tho mnuner of ]~ngli~h 
f4pcnking UnJltiRts. Ttl' common 
with nil denominntions hcnring 

. the nn.me of BnptiMt-, they utt.c.'r­
ly rcjuct infant bnpt.i~m nR un­
RCripturnl. 'l'he Dible is their 
only cre<!,I. 'l'horc wns pnh­
liMhod in n weekly neWl'-'}lllpcr 

n.n nrticlo on the Dunknrds, 
whioh wna cct·htinly a very 1·c,ul­
nh1e nnd intcrm~ting nrticlc, 
where, nmong other thingH, it is 

' Rtated thnt tho term "Dunkard" 
is m,erl in,1iscrimim,tcly fhr sc,·­

. cr1tl tlm1ominntio11H of a kindred 
nnture. 'l'ho pro1wr term of tlw 
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Hect ii,; Gcrmnn Bapt.i~t or dro,·e them tlwnce; Home to 
Brethren, having nx~umc<l the Hollancl and some to Crcfelt. 
lntter nnmc for thcmRl~lves, on 
nccount. of what Chri~t said to 
his dhmiple~, "One is your t}Uts­

for, even Christ, nnd nll ye are 
hrcthrcn." 'rhey originntcd in 
Schwnrtv .. mnn, in the year 1708, 
in Gormany .. The firstconstit­
uents wore eight. neighbors, ~ix 
men nnd two women, "who 
ngt't!ed to rend the Uiblc in com­
pauy." 'J'hey desire<l Alcxnn• 
der ~lnck UM their minister to 
hapti~o them, but he deeming 
hitnKelf' in renlity unhapti~c,l rl'­
f'ni,;e<l; upon which they cn .. •4 

Jot:-; to lind ottt- who should ho 
U10ndrninistrntor oftlw bnptism. 
On whom tho lot foll wns r.nre­
futly con(wnlerl. 'fhey . wore 
hnptised in• the rh·er J•;der, nml 
then formml the1uselves into n 
ehnrch, choo~ing ·Aluxnnder 
Mnck ll~ their mini~ter. 'I'hey in­
nrenRt'd rnpi,Jly nnrl hnd congre­
gntinns i11Ainriehorn nncl Epstein, 
with .JoTm Nnn1-1 nwl Chrhdinn 
Lm•y ns tlwir minixtor~ in thosu . 
pl,wcs. Per~oontion quiokly 

Soon nfter the mother church 
voluntnrilr removed from .. 
Schwartzenan to Scrw~tcrvin, in 
Ji.,reislnnd, n.ml from thence emi­
grated to Americn in l 7HJ. In 
1720 the Brethren of Crcfclt 
followed. As to their principles 
they belie\'ed t,hnt they should 
do whnt the Bible savs nnd not ., 

what. it. might menu. They 
pi·eserve their nncicnt, customs, 
their li\'es nrc HingulnrJy pure 
nncl unseJfiRh. 'l'hey recent.tr 
estnblished n. college in the \Vest-, 
which cont1ins n large portion 
of tho rema1;knble Jibrnrr of A. . 
I-1. Cns~el, of the sister township 
Salford, being u noted niltiqun­
rinn nml a Dnnknrd. The cen­
sus of 1870 plnces tha numbc--r 
of their cong1·cgntions or honse~ 
of wm·1-1hip nt nine. They ,u·<-' 
locufod principally along tho 
Perkiomon nnd iti-; tribntnric:... 

Tho Dunknrcl~ h1l\·o only onu 
homm of worship in 'this town­
t-ihip, whore worship ii-t held only 
on n1ternn tn Runrlnyi.;. ~l'hc 



HO IllSTOHY OF PUANCONIA 1'0WNHHIP. 

bnilcling is n frame structure 30 Hah8, ,v n1tcr, Kindig, Hartmnn, 
x42 foot crcr.ft\d in 1843 nncl is I◄'roncfiol<l, Shelly, ,Johnson, 
located about one milu ca~t of Young, Frederick, lleft"O, Bin­
Hnrlcysville, 011 the turnpike tlor J(linu, Schissler, 8chueck, 

lending from Hnrlcysvillc to Lnndes, Htnuffor nml Brny. The 
Souderton. ThiR pince wn,; ust\d tomhstoneM nre of v,\rioul-( :-:izes 
in c1t.rly timeR n..~ n privatn hnry- nml defoligns, Rollie heing four 
ing ground, and wns opunetl hy foet high, and tlw in~criptions 
Rudolph ~Hnr)oy ns early as nre nhout ns nnmcrouR now in 
17,f 0. On a visit to thi~ bury- i◄;nglish ni,; in Gcrmnn. '11lw 
ing gronn<l we copic<l tlw fol- Dunknrtls nn• very plnin people 
lowing nanws nrnl elates: _1'1. in drc:-;s, permit. imlividnnlR to 
II., 17 43; A. JI., 1758; ff. J{. exorcise their own jmlgmcnt. ru­
St., 1.783; n. II. 1701 ; A. ll., ~pecting th,J ~ize, irn~cription nncl 
17fM ; I. 0. H., l 7fJ3 ; I. JI., pnttcrn of their monuments, UH 

1795; H. S., 17\M ; N. S., mny ho oh~erved in nny of their . . 
1783; A. S., 1_802. Among hurying grounds. 'I1hi:-i hur.r-
thc ngerl huried ht~rc we finrl tho ing plnct~ contains nhout 01w 

following: Jncoh Stnuflhr, 7H ncr(i of ground enclosed with n 
yenrs; .lncoh Stn.uffor ngnin, 81 HUhHtnntinl fence. 'I'lwre m·<~ 
yenrH; ,John 8. Harley, 7!> ul~c, trcuH in the ynrd, such ltH 

years; SamuelHnrlcy,81yenrH; oak, hickory nml· HnssnfrnR, nll 
Samuel Hnrlcy, 82 yenrH, nml of which upponr to ho very oM 
Snmuel .Johnson 81 vcnrH. 'J'he trecH. 'l'ho "Dunknrcls" who ., 

graveyard ii-; not very Jnrge hut hury- here nnrl' hold nltornnhi 
scemH RH if mnny hnve hceu scrviees in the house hn vc nJso n 
hurie<l there on Ute 1itt1o Hpot. meeting hom~o on tlw weHt side 
'J'he surnnmcs wl11c~1 npp('lnl' on of the f nrlinn ert~uk, jw-it ovor 
the 1-1tones m·c Hnrley, Mnrkley, the Ji'rnnconin line in 8nlfhr<I, 
Cn.si-;e}, :Moyer, Kurth, Freorl. which i~ thdr r<!gulnr pince of 
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worHhip. 1'hc prc~cnt ministers Jncoh Dooz, with a n1cinlJCrship 
nrc \Yilliam P. J>,.icc, .Jonns reaching nearly two hundred. 
Jlnrley, Henry ·A. Prire nn,l 
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TIIK ~rnNNONITt<:.~-TIIRIH IHW1'1t1Nl~-S(•1fu{\IS 01:<' TIIB :\11:<!NNONITI<! r11une11 

-1-'IUNCONU :\11-!RTINU HOUSH ANU ,•o~OJtHUATIOX-SOUDJ,:1t1·0N 

~nmTINO nous..:. 

Almost contcmpornneou:-1 to 
the Qnnkcrs cnmo tho disciples 
of ~Icnno Simon, usunllr called 

• 
thu Mennonite~. . No Qunlwrs 
nrc kno,,·n to hn\'e ever suttlc<l 
in nm· township. 'l'hc l\lcnno­
nifo~, too, were long in this 
eounh·y hoforo the}' i,;cttlcd in . . . 
this township. Penn hncl mndc 
the ncqunintnncc of thc~o poopJn 
in their native countn, and nflor . 
fhmuling of the colony in\'itcd 
t.twm to cmigrntc f<> Pcnllfwl­
vnnin, which Romo of them di<I 
nR c1irly ns 1 G33, nnrl numy morH . . 
in the cnrly yen rs.; of the Im~t 
ccnhtrv, In lhith they nro 

~ . 
mninly ovnngclicnl, ns Rhown t,y 
n confos.~ion im~fitntcrl nt. Dort., 
in 1 O!l2. 'I1ho11gh they JaoM 

peculinr \'icws nhout the uJ>m·­
:.;ons" of the 'I'rinit-v, st.ill flwr . . 
nrc 'l1rinitnrinns. 'J'hey lm.ptii.e' 
ud111t~ onl.r hy pouring, nml 
pnrtnkc of tlw Lord'~ imppcr; 
originn.lly ohi,mrvecl !etlf, wn~lt­
ing, nn<I only nllow mnrringu 
"in the Lord," or hct.w<•eu 
dmrch mon~hcrs. 'l'hcir te1di­
mony ngnin,-;t wnr, onth 1itig1i­
tio11, nncl pnrtioipntion in tlw 
nflitirR of civil go\'crnmcnt nnrl 
ngnim~t civil constraint. in mnt­
tcrR of rolii.d(ln hns twci· heon 
mnintninccl from the firi4. In 
inch1Htl'ieH, plninnc~s of nttire 
nnd speech, nncl frugnlity tlw,r 
nro in exnr.t. neco1·<1 with tlw 
Qunkc1'H. It. iN known thnf. tho 
Jc~,..nr Oermnn nnd cHpceinll.r 
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the pence sects, ns indi\'idunls 
and ~ocictfoM, nasiHt innovations 
in drcHs, customs nn<l worship, 
iu Rhort, concerning. everything 
hronght with them from thcit· 
J.'utherlaud; hence these, HR nlsl• 
their tcuncity in religions be­
lief expo:scs them to constnnt 
f;chism~, In the interior of'the 
State there nrc scvernl br,tnches 
of the society unknown in our 
towrn~hip, culled "Omish," 
"Hoopet\" etc. In ilfontgom­
ery county there hnvc heen . . 
~ovcrnl divisions of the .Menno-
nite body. 'l1he first. one took • 
p!nco in 184 7, in whnt. is called 
OM nnd New i\lennonites. 'l'he 
latter pnrt.y wns fod hy Bev. 
Abrnluun Hunsicker, n hishop, 
who thought the old testimonies 
of the society· ngninst scholnstic 
lcnrning nn<l general pnrtidpn• 
tion ~hould bo rcfht·mc<l. !live 
yenr~ nftcrwnr,l finding himself 
nnrl hiR adherents h·nmmot.~d · 
nnd uncomfortnb!e in the "new 
cli\'i~ion" he withdrew nnd. or­
gnnized t.ltc Trinity Christinn 
chul'ch, which, in dodrine, nc­
l~Cll'<l with the old societieK. ~x-

cept. in patronizing institutions 
of learning, Snndn,Y ,;chools, re­

vival meetings nnd the like. 
'l'hcre 1n·e two prosperous socie­
t iei-; of this denominntion, one 
in·Frcc1nnd oncl one nt Skippnck­
ville. Subsequently divisions 
in Bucks nncl Lehigh counties 
were organized unrlcr the titic 
of Evnngclicnl llcnnonites. 
Sever.ti of these smnU pnrties 
arc known by the nnmcs of their 
)enders, such n.s "Funkitcs," 
."ObcrhoJtzeJ'," "Johnson" nnd 
"Hllrritci.;," nil of which nppel~ 
Jntions they repel, of course. 
'J'he Inst one of the four named 
tnkcs its 1mme of John 1-Icrr, of 
Lnncnstcr cou~1ty. They hnvc 
two· or three societies in .Mont­
gon1cry county, nnd one in enr­
licr times in this township, but 
hn vc become extinct. \V c shnll • 
trcnt on the Herritc congrega­
tion in Frnnconin in n fhrthcorn­
i ng pnrt.. 'l'hc ~Icnnonites hnv­
ing one congrcgntion ruui two 
houses of wm·ship in this town­
ship, and hnving n, membership 
of ncnrly fi\'e hunch·cd nncl still 
fogt. inm·cn~ing. 
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1.'hc first meeting house built 
wns probnhly ns cnr)y HR 17!10, 
nt lenRt trnclition stntes · fO, of 
~tone. 1.'hc second nnd the 
present lnrgc house wns nlso of 
i-;tono, ,f6x75 feet., nnd hns n 
seating cnpncit.y of over c.~ight 
hnnqrcd. 'l'hc present oflicint­
ing ministers nrc tlacob Lnnclc~, · 
Bi1d10pJosinh Clcm1ncr, ~'lichnel 
~foyer nnd Dencon8 Ahrnhnm 

'Clemmer nnrl .Tncob Jc~rccd. ~I.1ho 
attcmlnncc is rcgulnr nnd on fair 
dn.vs the house is f1I led to over-• 
flowing. ThiH meeting hon~c, 
nR is mmnl with l\fennuni tes, is 
surrounded by noble shndc tree~, 
particnlnrly onk nnd mnp1c. 
Some of the former undoub(edly 
rcmnnn.ts of the nncicnt forest}J. 
Her.-!, too, on nJI sides nro ex­
tensive sheds for the protection 
of hor~cs from Urn inclcmcncv ., 

of fhc weather in nll ~cnf-!ons. 
'l'hcrc is nlFo tt well of )nRl ing 
wntcr in tho ynrcl. 'l'hc grave­
yard here is nn ol~jcct of interctd 
nml since used for n hurinl 
gronnrl, no clouht, one thonf-'nncl 
hnvc been hurried here. 'fo 
meet the incrcnRing clmnnnd fbr 

spncc it hns been ei1lnrgml ngnin 
nnJ n!(nin nnd com1wises no\\' 
nhout. two ncrcs of ground, nsu­
n11y enclosed wit.h n Hubstnntinl 
stone wnll, hut. recently l'l~plnccd 
with n f;1tbsfontinl honrd fonce. 
On examining this ground nt 
leisure we find the time honored 
nnmcl'( of Nice, 1\Iorcr, Clemmer, . 
Souder, Gchmnn, Freccl, Swnrt-
lcy, Lnmlcfl, Ilcrgcy nnd other~. 
"'e propof;c to give. ~omc of the 
nnnws we copied tluwcfrom 
which rnny provt~ of intcn,~t. to 
sonw of their sm·\•iving kinrlrf'cl 
or friends residing beyond the 
neighborhood. \Ve copied the 
following ntnncs ns we pns8rnl 
through the f~rnvcynl'd on our 
t·cct.mt "isit : OodRlmll, Nice, 
IIngcy, Young, Afusselmnn, Dot­
wciler, Lnndi~, HnckmQn, K i·upp, 
Zieglen-, Kolb, Conver, Shoc­
mnkcr, !◄'recd, llergcy, ,vcslcr, 
Unr, "' ciermnu, ,JohnRon, 
&hrttugcr, n ittonhow•·c, Delp, 
Swnrtlcy. Aldcrfer,8omfor,Gct.-• 
mnn, Kindig, Yocum, Ilnlnum 
I( richol, I◄'rc<lurick, ~fohm·, )\7 oil, 
Be1mcr, YollP~, H nth, Clornmnn1-, 
Oburholt.zcw, l(lncn, l>cn~tine, 
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Stover, &hleifcr, Prciee, Sell, he prized. in nfler yenrs. "'e 
Markley, UmRten<I, Duttcry, therefore chronic!e fltCts ns they 
Kratz, Yoder nn<l Uns,:cl. "' e nre prc8Cnt~d to UR. 

here find mnny Rto1ws hc1iring The first step )ending to the 
110 nnmcH or dntt~s nt nll, nnd finmding of this congregation if-I 
we nh:o find RtoncR henring the due to Heinrich Funk, who 
<lnte of 1760, which lming the emigrated from En rope in 1710 
earliest we could find, however, nnd tmttled nt. the Indfonfield, 
wesupposcintcrments mny }~ave having five miles to his nearest 
hccn mndc much earlier, as the neighbor, consequently being 
mnny stones thnt hn,·e sunk the earliest ~cttlcr in the town-• 
into the ground, nhnost invisi- Rhip. 'l'herc cnme more of his 
hie, hcnl'ing no dote or in~crip- hrotherx nnd settled with him, 
tion nt :\ll .mny prove. when they organized n Menno-

'l'h() hiRtoryof the .Mennonite nite congrcgntion nud he (Hcin­
congregntion isJrnrd to chroni- rich Ji,unk) being <).lcctecl minis­
elc ns no records nre kept. by t}w ter. In 1731 Chri8tinn Funk 
rongrcgation from Hnw to time, wns horn, n son of the nnmcd 
nml, therefore, untlouhtf'ul much Uoinrich Funk, mnrricd in 1761 
of ihtcrc8t is left. unwritten. nnd renmined nt home with his 
Dnt. like th~ husbllndmnn in the fnthcr. In. 1757 he hcing np­
luu·veRt field there is always appointed minister h.)' h~s fnther, 
Romcthing left, for the glcnner. who died in 1760. . Chl'istan 
So the minor occurrences, if not l\Icycr being the first dencon of 
gnt,h~rcd hy tho Jocn) hh:;t-0rinn, tho congregation, ,mrl soon after 
if" lost. to us nnd our childr~n. lt J1mac Kolb wn~ clcctcrl bishop, 
is to t,hose who follow nf'tor m~· nnd not. long therenf'ter trouble 
tlutt. most of thil'\ interest h~ nt- h<'gnn between Kolb nnd Meyer, 
tnehcd. \V,!t:c<'ingthings nsthc.r to such nn extent thnt. Kolb, nt. 
trnnspiro hcfhrc on1· eyes do not th~ ycnrly confo1•t1nce, flnggeste<I 
1'l'ttli1.o how highly tlwy would to withdraw from the congrcgn-
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tion if he hnd to rcmnin in ~er­
vico with .Moyer. 'l'hrough tho 
n.dvico from strnnge ministcrH 
the congregation decided to 
elect new minif.derR. ~rho lot 
fbtl on Snmncl Bechtel nncl 
Christion }lnnk. Afler the lot 
wns cnst ~[eyer nnd Kolb were .. 
ngnin in hnrmon.Y with ench 
other, nncl offered to restore 
their scrvicc8 ngnin to the con­
gregnt.ion. · The congregation 
fi·om this time (1755) rcmninecl 
in 11cacc nnd heing propcronH 
until tho hrcnking out of Hcvo­
lntionnry war between the 
Amcricnn colonies nnd Engli~h 
in 1774. 'file imme,Jintn cnusc 
of this wnr wos the right of tnx .. 
ntion wfthout rcprcsentntion, llR 

clnimcd by l•Mglmul. 1'he 
Americnn colonies plcndcd tlmt 
Englnn<l hnd no right. to tnx 
thmn without their consent, n~ 
tlrny were not nllowecl to scncl 
rcpreHcntntives to the J•;nglh1h 
Pnrlinmcnts they <1on1d n<>t give 
their consent. 'l'hc Brithd1 
1>m·Hnmcut pnti~ed ~u,·ern1 nctt-1, 
one of whfoh imprnm,l n tnx or 
duty otl oll mcrchnndiflc impor. 

tcd, but the Amcricnns rofttRe(l 
to comply with tho ncf.; How­
ever, the king sent n cargo <>f 
ten to Boston nrnl to coll<~ct 
thcrcfi·om the duty or tttriff. 
the Rhip wnK, however, bonrd(.lcl 
hy Bo~toninns nncl cmptiecl th<~ 
chcRts contnining ten into th<' 
hurhor; thereupon tho king ~~mt 
a 1-cgiml"nt. of t-ioldicrs to Ho~hm; 
soon nfter their nrriYnl the Hff• 

~rnl colonicR cn11ecl together n 
Cong1·esR nwl nrmy, During 
all this time the eolonv of Pt-nu-.. 
Ryh·nnin rcmnincd in pence 
bccnuRt• the c!olony of Pcmnsyl­
vnnin did not. hclong to thl" king 
of Englnncl, 1,R it wni; given to 
ndmirnl Penn ns n rnrt for pny 
fot· servicps remlcred to the 
HritiRh Pnrlinmcnt. Aft-er his 

. denth thi8 trnct of lnncl cnnw 
into the hands of his ~on \Vill­
inni; who wns n Qnnkct•, nnd he 
mndc known through Jt;JH'O}lt! 

thnt he hml n grunt of 1nnd in 
Am~11icn 1 whcru lw invited nil 
1wot-1eo1:trnl ChriRtinnH, l-lC<mrin~ 
fhr them po~itirnl f'reeclom nntl 
roligiouM into)orcnct~, 111ifb, Jih­
c.irt.y nml tlw J>lll'Rtii t.~ of lrnpp i-
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no~A." 'l'hi:-t hcing thP- mnin vcntion. i\Inny wanted to cito 
cnuse thnt. intlnced om· forefhth- with .J~uropc, while others sup­
ori-. to lcuvc their homes in ported the new constitution nnd 
J•~nropc nncl cmigrnte to n wit- cited with tho other States 
derne~i,;, inhnbitc,l hy wild- men nlrcnd.v in wnr. Tlicse circum­
nnd hensts. Living here in stnnccs hnd cnusccl the ~Icnno­
pcnco nnd enjoying their liberty nitc coni.rrcgntion in this town­
unt.il the outbreak of the Uevo- ship co.11sidcrflble difficulties nnd 
lut.ionnry wnr. It wn~ in the hitterne:-;;,; nmong its 1ncmbors. 
year 1770 when our township Suffice; to sny that, we cannot 
wnM notifil~<l to hold a meeting give the ent.irc history thereof 
nml to appoint, threo men, who n.~ · it would 1nnkc a work like 
i-;houltl he 1-tcnt. to a convention, this of volumcR. Christian 
where it. would he decided Funk, n resitlcnt. of this town­
wlwthur our State of Pmmi,;yl~ ohip, wrote n. pnmphlct in Ger 
vania would nl~o enter into wnr mnn in 1809, under the follow­
with · J•;nglnml, n~ the other iug title:· "A ~firror for nil 
8tnt(,:-; nlrcmlr clicl, or wln,flwr Alnnldnd.,, Christ.inn Funk wnR . 
if. would rcmnin nontrnl or cite n fhithfhl miniRtcr of tho work 
with 1•:nglnnd. 'l'hesc circum- of God nmong the AfcnnonitcR 
fCtnnce~ mndc the 1\fonnonitcfC during nnd nflcr the Amcricnn 
holi<n'c thnt, their religions free- Revolution. It wns written in­
clom would prohnbl_y hove to elusively from circmnstnnces 
~nm!r. 'l'ho township mcuf.ing connected with the Ji,rnnconin 
thu~ cnJlmJ composed of Lnt.hcr- Mennonite congregnt.ion during 
nns, Hl'fhrme<l nncl h\•o.third~ tho Hcvoluf.ionnry wnr. 
of tho number con:-1titutecl Afen- souHt:nTo.N Mt-:•:T1No 11ous1<~. 
uonit<'H. 'l'ho whole townt-ihip 'l'lm &mdortou meeting homm 
hcin~ n~~emhlccl nnd cousi,lor- wns built in 1870, of brick, 42 
nblo difliculty wns exporicmcecl x53 fol,t.. Bofog loent<'rl on the 
in elcctiu,.~ dolop;ntcs to tho rou- wu1-1torn outskirt.s of the villn~e 
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on 1111 uh.wntNl tr1wt offoriug n 
ht>1mfifhf ~limp~" of •·mmtry 
lifo. '11hPt>t• 1,dn,!.!· 110 ordnitwcl 
eoH~l't'}.!!ltion 111. thi:- plm~•~ :-:Pl'­

vicl's nrti lw1<1 tl'i-\\'<.wkly h,· . . 
minishw~ from the vnrionx con-
~roglttions, '1,nd the hon~c is 
generally well filled by members 
from diffel'ent dcn,,minations. 
'J.'hcrc ix nlt-o a tract of lnnd set 
nsi<fo for n grnveynrd nml c1 uitc 
n nnmhor of int<~rmunt~ hnv(i 

hJ~•n m1vlP t.lwrein. ffor<,, too, 
:iro :-:lieds 011 nJI :-:id<•:- for flw 
prot••ct ion ol hor:.:e:- from t lw 

inc•lellll'III'," of the• w,•nth1•r iu 

all :-;ea:-;ou8. 'J'he µ;round plnn 
is lnid out uk•gnnf.ly, Nlll'r<Hm<lt•<I 

by shrulc trees, which is un oh­
ject n.lwnys well providPd hy 
oar forefnthors to hnvc th~ ynrd 

• 
nronml their ho11~(~ of worship 
well provi,focJ with :-:haclu frt'<'H. 
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111mm1·~ IJl•:NO:\IINATIO~. 

It is known thnt t.hc ~fonno­
nih~~, espccinlly the 1wncc sects, 
ns inrlividnnls nnd ~ocfotics, l\l­

~i~t~ innovutious in tlre~s, Cllf;­

fom:,; und worship, iu short., 
t~otw<i1·11i1w ov<wvt.hino· hrotwht. n ,, r., o 

with tlwm from tlwir Father. 
l:m,l ; lwnco these, ns also Utoir 
fenncity in ro1igions heJiet: ex­
po1-1cs t.hmn tQ constnnt. :-1chis111s. 
'l'ho I fo11ritcs, whfoh we 1u·c now 
to i.;penk of, i:--1 a ~chism of the 
~Iennonito church, nn<l wnR lecl 

• I 

hy ,John Herr, or Lnncnfttor • 
<'otm ty. Tho.r Im vc nt present 
two Rociut.ieN in :\lontgomery 
connt.y, in "'orccsh.'r nml Per-• 
kionwn. 'l'he ono in our town-
~hip hns heeomo extinct. to ~uch 
o.n cxfl'Ht, thnt onlv n fow mmn-• 
horK nro i-;cnttcrecl in mu· mid~t .. 
'l'lwv nr<' u~nnllv nnd irn•orr<."'1itlv 

I t t 

cnllccl llcrrnlitc•s, ancl their wayN 
nml views nrc so 1>eculinr that 
;-;ome of' them 1uc appended. 
1 ''J'hcy do not. or rl:irc not, for 
Kmr of t~ ..... hnn of sepcrntion (:t 
sort of pmumce ,, hcnr the min­
i:,(ters of another dcmominnt.ion 
prcnch." ,v110n one of their 
inembors eonnnit. n sin 01· brcnk 
th,)ir rules, he or she is pnt. 
un<lcr the ban, nnd is kept in 
nvoidnncc i then they clo not 
t,nt or sleep with hin1 or her, 
nor Rit. nt the Rtltne fohlc, nnclcr 
pnin of like ·censure. 'l'hesc 
more thnn monkish nn~tcritfoR 
nre rntlcnlntcd to split society 
into mony lhct.ions, yet, pence is 
so ingrninc,l in their nnf.nrc t.hnt 
to thnit· credit' ho it spokon, RC'• 

rioni; qtmrrolK nre t'l\r<.,ly r~}lort­
ml nmong thnm. 'rhCl' "Hor-
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rit<11--" originntc fro1n the 1-mcoml 
Nchi~m of the i\fonnonite ehnrch, 
whieh t.uok pince at the lx~gin~ 
11ing of this ccmhary, the portion 
that withdrew oro1 f-ctl for them­
Reives n smnH ono-xtory Atone • 
mcct.ing l1<;nso o,·cr the }lrnn-
conin line in SaJford town~hip, 
11011· tho prc~sent turnpilH~ leading 
to Smadcrton. By 1850 they hnd 
din~inishml so that building wn8 

ui~cil oniy fhr n school homm, 
nnrl in 1855 it was torn down. 
'l'lic building wn~ nn ol<l log 
Rt.rncturc, and some of the mn­
tcrinl was URed to built the JWCN­

uut '•llcrritc House,, in 185[) 
~itnntcrl on the Frnnconin Nick,, 
Revornl hundred ynrds north of . 
the llnrlcysvillo. mul 8omkwton . . . 

turnpike. It, wns hero t.hnt. n. 
private burying ground wa.~ 
mnintnincd and nli'lo used hy tho 

Horrit-0~,nR t.l1cro burying gromul 
hence it wa~ considered con vc­
n icn t to built. thoil' honso of 
wcm-ihip nt. t.hii-i pln.ce. 1•,undK 
w<wo ruisod hy contrihut,ion lot 
tho erect.ion hy n few senttcre<l . 
momhorc.; of the Hcwrito clcnom-
inntion, nncl others ·who <l0Rir<1d 

to he buried in this grnveyar,1. 
Sumcu to :-:n.y thnt it. is suppo~Hd 
now tint, they hnve hceonw . 
c~x:tith~t here. 'l'lwy hnve hon~uR 
of' worship in "'orceRtcr nnrl 
Perkbmcm townshipH nncl Rm·nr­
ttl in Ltmc:tstcr coimt.v . • 

On n r<.\co1it. vi~i t to the ~rnV<!­
yar,I 1uljncent to the nweting 
house lot. wo eopictl Home very 
old dn.teH. Of tho~e who sleep 
here the stones gn vu UH the 
family mimes of Ymlor, l\Io_yer, 
Kratz, Bnoi, l,nndiH,l•'m1k, Delp, 
Kline, \\'is~er, Grnlsbnll, Gassol 
nn<l others. \Vn nlfo founcl 
stonex hoaring U1C followin.~ 
datm~ nnd letter~: 17!l2, n. It, 
N. I. Q., I. V. N. Jt H., H. S.; 
1777, G. "'· D.; 1783,.C. I-'.; 
1703, C. S.; 1 i8S, M. C.; ,Jncoh 
LnndiR, 1807. '11hcrc lll'<~ n.l['(u 
1111ti1y stoncR benring nn dntc:-1 or 
lcttcr..i nt. all, nml othcrH hnvo 
t-1nnk into tl•p gronntl. Among 
the ngecl Hh11nhoring lmnonfh tho 
Hrul nr~ Cl1riHt inn l•1nnk, ng(Hl 80 
yenrR; Vnlent.ine .J(1·ntz, or; 
,venrs; Ahrnhun llHlp, 81 yenrR . 
'l'ho ngl~d gravcynr(l is certninly 
nn ol?ject of intcroHt. It cmn-
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t.ainR nbout n <Jnnrtcr of nn ncre, 
oneJol'ied with a snbstnntinl 
'hoard fence, Hituntcd on elevated 
ground, with n hrnu1tithl glimpst! 
of the 1rnrrou11<ling country into 
thu <Jniet vnllcy of the lndinn 
crC'ck. 

It. hn~ hcen n long timo :-;incc 
the lforritcs lwl<l t.hcir ln~t wor­
:-chip in this hou~c. "rorHhip 

is sometimeH heltl nt this plaet• 
hy miniRtcrs of other congrcgn­
t.ions. 'l1hc wri tcr attended Rcr­

vic0s here on a h~nutiful Sah­
hnth da); in ,June, 1880, with 

I , 

but seventeen persons }H"CR<mt. 

'l'ho miniRt<.'r wn~ n Hcv. Lnnclis 
nn om,hoot of the ~Iennonitc 

church. 
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Houses for the t.•nft'rtnimtH•nt pince:-- along the rnilro:ul ha,·t.' 
of trnvelerH were i-:oon t•i,tnblh.;h- heeome imporlnut plnccH of hux­
in Pmmsylvnnin. ·,v e fiucl nH i1wss 

the populntion sprend into the 
co,mtr.,r, and ro:uls Wl~)'(' opl1 l1l1d, 
thnt nt the most prominent 
pointRor intersections inns were 
soon locnted, mul soon folJow('cl 
hy the villnge hluckxmif h :-il_1op 
and ,·nri_ous :,;mnll lm~iut•ss t's­
tnbli:-1luncnts, forming- \'illnges. 
'l'he viHnges in the township 
nro 'l'elfbrd, Smulcrton, l◄'rnnco­

nia nntl ~'rnneonin ville, to which 
we mny 110w nclcl EnrJington, 
Gehmnn, UiRiug 81111 llotol mul 
Uclinnce llotl~I, or' .i\fi<lwny, 11 

pince hetween 'l'elforcl nml 8011-

,lerton. 'rlw pl,tcc:i uwny from 
the rni1ron'1 m·o not vc1·.r lnrA'<.' 
though ~ll)lporting the mntnl in­
,lt,:-itrict-. ,;f II villuwi, hut tho 

n:r,FOIW. 
'l'he fh·st ~ett?ers who t•mmi­

gmtecl to this purt. of tlw P.01111-

trr were mostly (h~rmnn:-; nml . . 
\Vc!l'\h1twn whoimmigrnh•d from 
(formnny nml Great Britain. A 

• 
J>tll't of tho lnnrl whorl' f he di-
Inge of 'l'elforcl ~tnrnlR, was 
hought. in 17Jl7 hy Conrm1 ll<'t • 
term·, of' llumphre,r .M111·rny, 
nml emhrnC'ecl 120 acrt1s. An­
other trnct on the Buek1-1 count.r . 
l'liclc, wns houµht hy I Icin;-ich 
IInrticJI, who Pmmigrnte<l fo 

t hiH ~ection nnd hought. difiurcnt 
tl'nctM of' lnJHl nt vnrious t ilnc•l'( 
in 1732, nµ;gre~ntinµ; nenrJy 
1,000 tlCl'(~~. 

'rhi1-1 pine(' hN~nme qnitt• enl'ly 
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an importnnt junction of puhlic 
rondi.;; whnJ iK known as the 
County litw Hond was openrnl 
in 17H2. 

8incu the locution nwl <·on­
:-itruction of the Norlh Pt•m1s,·I-. 
vm1in rnilrond, it Im~ hccomc nu 
importnnt, plneu of hnRincs:--, 
:,;upporting the u~1ml in,luHh'ieK 
of I\ \'illnge. 'l'he rnilroad wns 
fini~hcd ten your," hcforo a :.;ta­
lion wnRcstahliRhecl at thii,; pince, 
thoro huing nlrcndy quite n. vii- · 
lngt, when the R·tntion house Wal'( 

huilt nml nrrn11g<.1mentK mnd~ 
for tho stopping of trnins, in 
1807. 'l.'ho p1·eHmt litation 
hou~e wn:-t J,uilt hy the cmmmu-

• 
nit,,, nml monev wn:-i rnisl'cl hv .. . .. 
contrilmtion for the ~nme. 

\\-'hon this i,Juce was made n 
stopping pince it wnK nccossnr.r 
to mlopt n pm·n11ment nnm~ to 
the :-.tntion mul \'illnge. ]t, wns 
:it the the tiJ1w wheu Mr. 'l'cl­
fi)l'(l wnH the greatest ddl en~i­
lll'l'I' in America ; hetwu it wn~ 
rn>nl-'iderrnl 11 ~uitnh)c uwl nppro­
prinfo nnmo fht· the station. In 
184tl fhn p!n<'u wus known I\H 

lfomh·ick,~ Bhwk:-:t!:ith ~hop; 

later ns County Line . . 
'l'he first hou~l' built in 11<~1-

for<l was n one-~tory Htonc t-ttruc­
ure, huilt in 1816, hy ,John 
Gm·hnrt, on the premises now 
owned hy Dr. ,J. E. Bauman, 
1tml is still in a goorl state of 
}H'Ct.(l'l'Vatio11, hn ~:in.~ latc!,r re­
ct•i\'c,l n coat of p11t'st<..•r, nrnl i:{ 
now used fin· :--tot'ing away o!tl 
nnd inorc or lesK use!e~s honse­
hol<l utensils. The house wn:,; 
firKt occupfocl hy n mnn 11a11wd 
,John ,voJf, a cobhlc1· h,r trmle. 

At thnt time 'l1cJfonl wn:-i a 
'qttfot, ,lull and dreamy pla<'P. 
No noise or 1m10ke from forgp:,; 
or fiwtoril's to dish1rh iti-. tran­
quility. 'I'lw rumhlin~ sound~ 
from Ion~ trnins of ears nml 
shrill whist:t~ of the locomoti,·u 
hnrl not ht>t)n drenuw<l of. .A 
Htenm diopping mill was the 
firxt lmsirn.•ss tmterprise nt this 
pJnce, was built hy ,lneoh N~ 
8omlllr, iu 1857, ,ud ditl n good 
lmsiness nt tinwH, hnt. wns tle­
stroved hr fin• in 18H1. It ,· ~ . 

i-:;toocl nenr thu spot wlwre the 
prusent strnun mill of .Moi-;ei--
81wlh· is loc~nh,fl. 'l'lwru wn:-t .. 
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nl:,;o n (Pctl xtort.• com1<'etrnl with 
this mill, nnd is nlso to the prcs­
<'tlt cln_y. 'rhn 1n·e~ent mill wns 

huilt.·in 1884, hr C. G. Bnrmlt . 
& N>n. who rnn it nbont n your 

• 
whnn they um<lu nn n:-aignnwnt 
of their property to It C. BPnn, 
for the bt\rwfit of their Cl'<?«litors. 
'l'hc whole· 1111:-.inP~s csf'ablish­
rnent was :-:old ot HNsigneu's snle 

fhr $8,000, to Most-s H. 8hully, 
who, nt this w1·iti11g-, is rloi11~ 11 

thriving husiJw:.;s. 
M. S. Kulp & Bl'o., who nre 

running n ~ftlnm chopping mill 
oppoxitl' the :--tntion, took pos­
sei-:sion of tlw HnlHCJ in 1880. 
'l'hc c.•stnhlishnwnt wn1-1 fouurlt•,I 
hy I◄'. IJ. Howler, in 187n. 

'l'lw Countv Liaw llntul wni-. .. 
l'l'PCf<'cl in I SGi, hy ,J,wol, N. 
Somlur. 'Pill' wmda uml hnlw 
hou~n Ntill nthwhrnl to t.lw hntol 
wns mw of the fir.1.1t huilding~ in 
the \'illngt,. 'l'lw followin~ i1-1 

tlm . lhw of lnn,llorcl:-; of thiR 
hotul: ,Jucol, N. 8ott1ler. All1X• 

under &,Her:-c, A hrnhn m l❖mh-

111tch, George Hchwl•nk mu) 
hminh Bnrndt, tlw prcf«Jnf.11111'1-
lord. 'rlwr<• . i~ nlHo (~OIUW(!fecl 

with this hotd n lnrgo hnll for 
tlw use of' singing schools, lih.w­
nry socictillx mul c;tlwr puhlic 
gntlwrings. l11 thn winwr of 
188-1-5 goocl litornry socfot.ius 
wt.1 1·u flourii;;hinrr here. H i~ 

l"'I 

her<~ whcrn nhio a ~inging clnHs 
mcC'tx on n1tcrnntc 8umlny cn·<m• . 
ing:;, fhr n 1wriorl l'X tmuling 
hack for pr,,hnb1y mm·u thnn 
fiflcon Yl'IU'S. 

'l'hu 'l'ulfor<l Hotel wn:-; hniH 
in I 8(W, 1,y Alux111tcl('r &~llers. 
A post ofli<·l~ was t•~tnl,liKll<'cl 
lwru in l 8i I 111111 Mr. Ht•lle1·1-1 wn:-; 
nppoiutc~,l poxt111n1-1ter, nnd unir 
KitH'.e tlw post ofli('.t• hns n•umin~ 
Ptl nt thi:-; plncP. 'l'here iR nlxo 
c:mmeef ud with tlw hotel n hnll 
for t lw u1-1t• of pnhlic mc'ctinµH 
nm11-iodcti(1s. '11hc li1w oflnml­
lord:-1 of this hotel nrt• A lc,xnn­
•lm· Snlltirs, l1'rnnds \Vchml uncl 
,John ]{uhn, wh<1 hn~ poHCNsion 
·n t, pr<•s<m t. 

'l'lw villngu eontnine fom· gcn­
ornl Nforrn.; nt thiH w1·it,ing. '!'he 
first one rnd41hliHhml wn:-i that. of 
I. G. Oorhnrt, on tJw Uucki-­
county ~iclu in l 8fi I, t lw J>l'l1R­

t'lll r·omnt<){1ious store huihling 
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wn8 m·ectcd in 1880. 'I'he no:xt 
cstnblifdunent ot' tho kincl cJ'eet­
cd wns thn.t of J. "'. Hoff, in 
I 800. Hoth stores ru·o doing ,i 

llourhihing business. 'I'ho others 
were cstnblishod, itnd nre of loss 
importnncc. A blncksmith shop 
wnH c,-;tnblishod in tho villngo in 
18(}0, which number hns incrum;. 
cd to three. 

'l'he firHt school. houl'.le in the 
villngu wnR built in 1876. Prior 
to this the 1-cho)itrH of t.110 vii­
Inge nttemlell the 11cighl1oring 
xehoo)H in tho rurnl district. 
(i'rom thi:-1 dntc the \'il)ngo rnp­
idly inm·<.mHcd, nntl a <leHi1·e for 
more nnd hut.tel' xchool 11ccomo. 
<lntion nroRe nmong t.he citizens 
nml therefor(, un udrlition wns 
Wtls built. to the olJ 8chool house 
in 1883, nnd n grn<lcd school 
founded. Jt C. Benn · taught 
tho first term of ib(~ Grnmmnr 
nncl of tho Prhnnry; ch1ring.tho 
Inst terms tho t-1choo1s, · both 
Grnmmar nnd I>rimnry, boing 
crowdocl with Moholnr~, nud it. 
will ~0011 be ncccsH1u·y to cnlnrgo 
tho Hchool fociHticfl of tho vil­
lngu. 

l'he fhregoing dt•scrihetl busi­
ness pJnces wns nbont all that, 
composed the town in itsinfoucy 
prior to 1870, with the excep­
tion of a few privat-0 dwelling 
houses. Ic"'innlly it begn.n to 
grow rapidly in wealth, im­
provement and popu!nrity, until 
it r_cnched its present capacity 
in population of about 600 in­
hnbitnnts, inclnrling nbout 260 
chilch-on under fifteen yenrs 9f 
ngc, with . over 100 dwolling 
houses nnd thirtJ-fivc business 
CHtnblishment~. 

'11hree genera) stores, three 
blncksmith shops, two coal nml. 
lime .ynr<lH, two hny pres8~H, 
two hotels, two hn.rdwure storC8, 
one 1-tcnm plnnning nml sush 
factory, two boot and shoo cs ... . 
t11blisluuentg, one wheelwright 
shop, one cnbinct mnkcr, n1,1 ng• 
riculturnl nuwhino Hhop, two 
feed Rtorex, conhectc<l with thum 
cxtcnsh·e chopping mill$; n 
c!othing , mm1ufitotor.r, one 
wntchmnker llll(l. jeweler, one 
physicinn, two tinsmiths, a 
hnkory nnd confoct.ioniu:Yi .Htorc, 
two, h1mber ynr<lR, 01w forniture • 
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mnnufttctory, n ht!er bottling es­
tnblishmcn t., n mnrhle ynr<l, two 
tclogrn.ph offices, one ~nloon, n 
d10cRc box mnnnfhctory nud . 
Hovernl smaller lnu~incAA c:.;tab-
Jhduncnts constit.ntc:-. the busi­
ness plnces of the villngc. 

'l'herc is locntc<l here n Jnrp;c 
Union nhnpcJ, built in 1876, 
m;;cd principally for Snndny 
:-ichool purprn-;cs, nml religious 
Hervices by ministers of the v1i­

rio11~ ,lcnomi'trntionH . in the 
neighborhood, on nltcrnnte 
times. 'rho building is locntccl 
on cJcvn fod ground on .Mnin 
street, nnd surmounted by n hcl-

. . 
fry. 'l'hc building commiftet~ 
wns co1nposcd of 1. G. Gerht\rt, 
Dnnicl Ulowcl nncl Jonnn Loh. 
'I'hcre wna orgnnizccl n Sundny 
school in the Mame ycnr, nml 
ever s:ncc n Sunday school flour­
ished hero during the whole ycnr 
with nhout 150schulnrHcnrollec1. 
'I'hc present officers m·c: Super­
intcndontR, Jt;. C. Leidy nml E. 
u. ncnna; ~ocrctnry, ,J. n. 
Souder and Ji". lT. KcJlcr; lihrn­
l'inn, ,vilson Bnttcrwick n,nd R. 
R. Hcngcy. 'l'he Hundny Mc•h,>ol 

i~ in n flonrii.:hing eonrlition. 
~OUl>f:HToN. 

'l'h(\ fh·st :.;cttlerg who o!nigr;t• 
led to thiR section of the country 
were \Vclshmen. •rhe fir:--t; 
bnildin~ erected hy them wal-1 
on tho prmni:-ie:-i of I~phrnim 
l•'reccl, on the upper 8kippnck 
hc)ow thix pluco. \\'here, thu 
greater part of the town iH now 
Jocnted, n fow htmdru,J yardM· . 
east of the rnilrrnul depot there 
Ntooc) nn olcl fo~hiono<l loghom·m 
and a..rSwii-.i-;" barn, then ownrnl 
nnd occupied hy ,lonathnn 
1Ium1hergcr, who nlso owned nil 
the gronrnl where now thu depot. 
of the North I>enn1-1ylvnniit rnil-. 
rond iH locntcd, nnd whoru mo~t. 
of tho lmsinc~H is now trnmmct• 
ed. 'I1hcncc nlong Church ro1ul, 
n fow hunrll'cd ynrcls northwest 
of the dupot, on the right. hnncl 
of the ron<l wn:-i the re~idencc of 
Hcnl'y Souder 8r., nml <,11 t.hc 
fofl hiH cnl'pcntcr 1d10p mul lum­
ber ynrd. Still ftu•ther up on 
tho northwc~t side of tho Skip­
pack creek Htoorl n.n old Jog 
cnhin, fhrmm·ly own~d hy 
George 1-fongH, clt»censcd, the 
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,mccRtcr of the Henges of this 
pince nnd vicinity, thence duo 
north, nhout one-third mile 
nort.11 west of the rnil rond depot 
wn~ the rcsidouce of ~lichnel 
lleuge, lntely deceased, now 
owned hy "rillinm · I lenge. 
'l'hcse wore nil the inhnhitnnt:; 
of Uw towu in its infinwy, won~d 
~ny prior to 1850. l t is now 
prohnhly more thnn 1 GO ycnrf-i 
since the fir:;t settJert,; :-rt fhot on 
this Rection of' the <1,ountr,r. \Vo 
fincl nanny of t huir clcscenrlnnnts 
living nenr tire originnl Hcttle­
mcnt of their ancestor:-., nnrl 
Htill ,1 grcnt mnny keep moving 
wcHtwnrcl from time to time, 
nml we now heni· of tht•m from 
plnrt•s on the Pncific con~t, or 
more thnn thrco thou:;nnd milc•s 
nwny from the homes of their 
1m,~cstors. 

Finy years ngo, whnt is now 
the prindpnlstrcc( of&mderton, 
wn.:-; n. mwrow lnnc, hn ving n. 
low WI\Hhe<l ont bccl, with high 
s!oping bnnki,i.; on one si<lo of 
which wns n for(•~t nncl on tho 
other lay b!lrron fields. 1'his 
rond ol'iginnlly exttHulc1l to the 

Cowpnth road, near tlm Indiiln 
Creek church, the upper part of 
which wns nhondonccl RlllC(! 

1805. "'hnt is now known ttH 

\Vntcr street wn:-; it.1.; only 
hrnnch. 

'J'horc were only a fow homms 
iu the snrrom1<ling country, 
trncc~ of which :.;till remain. 

The oldest howm in Souder­
ton wns built in 1837, by 1-fonry 
8ourler, Sr., nt the corner of 
\V atci· ~trcct. nnd w}mt is now 
known us ~foin street-. 'l'his 
property is now owned by the 
rnilroztd compnny, wns honght, 
to nvoid bridging ,v nter f!treet 
nt this point.. 

Ahout 184:1 Henry Souder. 
Sr., cstnhJishml a lumber ynrd 
nt thi:-i pince. Tho )umber wns 
hnulcd from Point- Plensnnt, on 
t-ho De!nwn,rc river, n ,liRtn,nco 
of eightc(m · miles. 

In the foll of 1866 S. D. 
I-Iunsberger& Brc,s.· ctnnmoncc<l 
the flour nrnl foerl hu8inu~~ op­
posite the pince where tho depot 
now stand~. , The pruscnt build­
ing WI\..~ eroctccl in 18("1. 

'l'ho North Pcmuwlvnnia r,iil-. ' 
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road wns completed in 1866. nppointcd -postmaster. Its 
Although no depot. being }milt. namo wns ohnngcd January 13, 
the plnco wns known ns Ji'rnn- 1,~(M, making it. ngree with tho 
conin. station, ,vm. Souder net- no.mo of the station which wnK 
ing as ngent for ·the company. t.lu.m Sm1dcrs. \Villilun B. Sli. 
'l'hc present depot wns built. in for wns nppointcd postmn.-ilcr 
1865. J. C. Lrmdis, wns the ,J.uno 12, 1869, who moved tho 
firet a.gent who received n rcgu- post office ti·om \Vm. Souder'M 
ln.r ~nln.ry from the company. office to his ~tore. It was ngnin 
Upon· the - m·gm1iznt.ion of the rcmo,·cd nfter tho nppointuwnt. 
Nntionnl bnnk, · ho boing elected ofl\filton D. Zcnrltns postrnnatcr, 
it8 enshier, resigned anct l\1orris li1ohrun.ry 26, 1876. 'l'lio nnrnc 
n. Zendt., the present incubont of the poRt office und :dntion 
wns appointed in 1876 to sue- were, chnngcd to Souderton in 
coed him. March, 1876. PostumRtcr 

'11hc railroad gnvo a new im- ~fondt. refolignccl tf unc ,J, 188fi, 
pulse to busim:ms nml f'rom this nnd Wf\.8 succeeded November 0, 
time tho growth of tho town 1885; by ,villinm K. Shollen­
waa rapid. berger, whose nppointmont. clntcM 

In 1864 J"csse n.n<l ,Joseph from October, 28, 1885. 'l'lw 
Huber en.mo into tha villngo nnd po~t. office wns ngnin rem<~vcd 
built several houses and cstah- from lhmHborgcr's store to its 
Hshcd n cignr focto1·y which p1·cscnt locntion, in the 1-1torc of 
gn,vc· employment for n, time to LnnrliN & Co. 
rnnny porRonH, hut. we nrc Horry 'l'ho Hnt·!oysville nn<l Sou:lcrH 
to say t.Jmt · it tmffcred the fltt<, · turnpike wna chnrtorccl ,J utw 2, 
of mnny othor1-1 who wore en- 1803, but- was not. completed 
gngcd in the snmc business. until 185H. A stngo route wns 
· A )lost·· office muncd Now established between this pin.co 
Hni,bor . wn.~ estnblhdicd Mny tm<l Groen Lnno, hut wns soon 
12th, 1800, \Vm. Souder wnl-4 nbnndonc<l. 
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'I'lw 8omlct'ton Hotel wns fouudc,l m 1861 hy It JI. 
built by .Jonathnn Hunsberger, Somlcr. It wns enlarged . m1 
in 1868. It wns occupied hy businei-;8 increased to its pre~ent. 
Frnnklin Zepp, two years, stzc. It is nchv one of the lnr­
Alexnnclor Seller~ .-1ix yenrs, gcst hnrdwnro :dofe~ in Eastern 
J?rnnk 1◄1. Hcndrick~scwm years, Pemu~ylvnuin outside of Phi,n­
l~linR Snyder six ,year:-;, \V. D. delphin. I~. H. Son,ler_ cnrric1l 
Ilnnshcrgcr thrc(! yenrH, \\'. B. on t.lie husin~ss for Rixteen year~. 
Siifor two yem·~, nnd "'. B. In 1877 he formed a portnm·• 
11,rccd, the pre}:ont lnrn11or(l, ship with n. C. Bnrnrlt, nnd the 
took p<wSefsion in 1885. firm was known ns J,;, H. Sonder 

Liberty Hnll, n spnciou:; &. Co. In l 88~ ~~- H. Somk~r 
huilding connected with the retired nml Dnn!oy & Bnrnclt 
huilding connected with the succeeded. B. C. Ilnl'ndt took 
hotol, wns built hy \V. D. JI1m1-t- poHession in 1884. 
hcrgor in 1886. i\1oycr'~ foccl 3toro wus fhund-

'l'hc st-ore known n~ Lnnrlis & cd by H. K. Gorlshnll in 1864, 
Co. 's wn;; built in 1860. Sorniei· who continued ·in hu.➔incss three 
& Borg<!Y occupiu<l it four ycnr~, yenrs nnd A. K. ]?r~ck two 
Henry Souder, .Jr., t.wo ycnr~, ycnrs. .Moyer & Bro. took po8-
\V. B. Slifer fifteen ycors nrn1 session in 1860. 'l'hc building 
Lnndis & Co. Rinco 1882. wns enlarge in 1871 mul in 188~. 

Hunxlmrgor'H sto1·e wns built In the lnttcr year a chopping 
in 1860, nnd occnpic<l by \Vm. mill wns nddt>d to the business. 
I>. Jiunshergm· mw ycnr. 'l'hc ~ .M. B. J3orgey erected n pJnn­
noxt oocupnnt w,i.~ .Miltc>n D. ing m~ll on Mnin street in 1802. 
Zcndt-, who took post-:eRsion in It pnsscd into J. Af. Souder's 
i\fol'eh 1870. Ho wni-; succeed~ }muds in 1872. It wns removed 
ml b,r S. D. Hun~bcrgcr & Bto , to green ~t.ruet it.~ JJl'CRcmt site, 
~Jtmc'lNt, 1885. in 1874. It wnH dc~troyod ·hy 

'I1ho first hnrdwnl'(") storu wnH fire in 1884, but wn,.~ 1·ebuilt the 
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1-1nmc ycnr. It was Jcnsecl in 
1883 by ,John Gerhnh, ngent, 
who still cnrries on tho husi­
ness. 

In 1871 nnother p1,u1ning 
mill was erected on ChcHhlllt 
Rtreet hy _Ilcmsing & Homier. 
On the •?rection of Somlei·'s 
steam snw mill in 1 $72 u,ljoin~ 
ing the plnec, horse power wn8 

snper~dc<l by stcnm. In 1880 
the partnership wo.s clisso)vcd 
ancl since thnt time tho lmsineRs 
wns continuccl by H. I◄-'. llcm:;ciuµ;, 
the present proprietor. 

'J'Jw>' Unionn1 Nntionnl hnnk 
wns incorporntrnl .Mny 15, 1876, 
nml opened ,Jm1c 10, 1870, in • 
lfonry Somler's 8torc homm, op. 
Jl08itc the depot. l t wns movecl 
into it.~ present huil<ling, ,Jnnu­
nry 1, 1877. It hnR n. cnpitu) 
of $!J0,000,00, with n surplus 
and undivided profit.~ nmounting 
to $30,000.00. Its deposits' on 
j\iJn.y 22, 1880, nmountcll to 
$171,R04.07,' dhmonnts $1 U2,-
718 05. 1'hc fir14 hoard of di­
rectors wore I. G. Gerhnrt, A. 
Sorvor, C. D. Loch, I fonry Uut h, 
,John.8 .. Moyer, Chns. God► ~mll, 

Aug. 'rhomns, II. I<. Gmh1hnll, 
CL H. -Swarti nnd ~I. B. Ber­
gey. 'l'ho pro1mnt bonrcl con­
Rii-;tl'{ of I. G. Gcrhnl't, A. Sor\'er, 
,John S. Unth, Henry Huth, g, . 
I-1. Somler, ,John J{ Moyer, \\'m. 
8omler, Isnnc II. 1Ioyoi'. ,J. G. 
i\lctz nrnl Ang. 'l'homn:-;. l. G. 
Gcrhnrt hnN heon president nml 
J. C. IJiu\<lis cashier Hince the 
orgnnizntion of the bank. ,Jns. 
AL Slifer wns the fir8t teller np­
pointccl ,Jnnunry 2, 1877, nncl 
~Prvml until 1883 whuu ho rn­
signc<l to ncccpt tho position of 
cn:-Jhier of' t.ltc Fnrmcrs' Nntion11) 
hn.nk, Pennsburg, Pn., hnt is 
now cnshier of tlw 'l'opton 
Nnttonal hank. lfo WI\H suc­
ccedc,l by ,J. n. ~foyer .. 

On Attgm'.lt 2, 1878, Pcnlc & 
GmtUcr, cstnhliid1cd a printin1,; 
,,flico, on i\fnin 8trt,et., in tlw build .. 
ing of Afr~. Bnrbnrn Price. On 
the fhtnth dny of Augni;t the 
first snlc bill wnH printed in 
Homlorton, for tho Hnlo of real 
estntc nml perRonn1 property of' 
llcnrr Yodor, nonr .F,rnnconin • 
Squnru. On tlw 10th of Augu~t. 
Uw Germania Gazelle, n fll'\'t'll 
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column pnpcr, printed in the 
Gcrmnn lnnguugu nuu.le iti-; np­
pcnrance weekly until April 28 
1881, when it:-. puhlicntion wn8 
:-;uspC1mled, nnd t_lw Germnn type 
:mltl to ,John Shupe, nt 'l'clford, 
In ,Jnnnnry, 1879, prior tu .the 
:mspcmsion ofthn Germnn paper, 
Charles L. Pcnle withdrew from 
tho firm nnd "'. F. Omttlc1·, the 
prc~:ont. proprietor :-;ucccN)e<t. 
On April ltl, 1881, thu Soudu­
lon l11deprndtnl, then· only n fi\'e 
colunur folio ·111,ufo it:; nppcar­
nncc few public fovm·8. On 
,J nnc 4, of the snme year it wns. 
enlorgrnl to :,;ix colnm1-;, nnd 
ngnin on October 28, 1882, to its 
J>l'ClbCllt size. 

'I'lm printing office Wa8 moved 
from the building of Mrs. Price, 
iu t'ho Spl'ing of 1880, to the 
hotel hn,1), then owned by "'· 
n. Hun~horger, nnd which wns 
torn clown in tho ~mnmer of 
1881. U'rmn the hnll tho print­
ing oflicu wns moved into nn 
open 8hcd, then locntcd on tlw 
f-litc of the new hnll. 'l'hu print-. 
ing mntcrinl wns l'<.Hnove<l from 
the xhcd in order to move the 

building to where it now stnn is 
nn<l then it wns ngain occupie,1. 
On .November 20, 1881, tho 
office wns removed to its pre:--­
ent. location. 

,J. G. Lei<ly's store was opt•11-
in &ptumher, 1882. It is 
known i\8 the Ccntrnl Storl'. 
'l1lie husinc8s wns for a 1-ihort 
time cnrric,1 on by Leidy & Al­
clcrfer, hut since 188H Mr. 
Leirly is the only proprietor. 

~'I. B. Bergey's hosim·y mill 
wns stnrtcd ,Jnnunr.r 1, 1885, 
nnd moved into the rn;w build­
ing St~ptcmhl!r 1, 188£;. · It gh·c~ 
<.!mployment to fifty-::evcn pcr­
~ons, forty in the foctory nnd 
sevcnh!en outside. 

A Rchuol hous<~ wnH built on 
Chestnut street. in 1875. Prior 
to this time the children ntteml­
ed ~"'ivc Points nncl Tioscnber­
gcr'H schoo}t,.. 'l'he . tcncherH 
who taught. here clnring the 
winter terms were I◄\ G .. \\'ilt•, 
one term, J. II. Loi<ly, three 
terms nnd tlncob A. Bucher, one 
tc1·m. 'l'ho:,;c thnt tnught suh-
1-(Cl'iption schools wor<.• :F• <L 
\Vile, ,John A. \Vile, D. B. Dd-
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w<-ilcr, .J. JI. Leidy, lhw. Jlf~nry 
Gorhnrt, Albert ]\filler oml A. 
~I. Alderfer. 

AR the popn1ntion of the town 
incron::-;ed more Rohool nccommo­
clcition,s wore required. In 1880 
the old ·school building gave wny 
to. tho present two-Rtory struc­
ture. It would be an inJu~tico 
to tlw citizen~ of Souderton 
Hhonld we foil to stntc that, tlte}r . 
volnntn,rily rni~t.d n com~idernblo 
-nmonnt of money townrd tho 
-now hniltling. 'l1he line of 
tenchers of this school is ns fhl­
lows: Tho teachers ofthc Grmn­
mnr school wore 1. L. Gchmnn, 
one term, Enos C. Benns, four 
terms, C. N. Gcriltlrt., one term; 
of the Primnry, D. S. Hnrr, one 
term, Olin:i. ,vhite~ two tcrm11, 
Mi~g Connie D1u·rin, ouc term, 
nnd i\fiss tlcnuio ~toyer, t,wo 
terms. Those thnt. taught 1mb-
80ription sohoo~R were Ii'. 0. 
-\Vile, ,J. H. Leidy, Albert Shil­
ler, ,Jncob K. :Moyer n.ncl J~~noH 
'

1

, ncnns. 
'l1he Souderton Librnrv, lo-• 

cnfe<l in th«l Rchool homm WHH 

openc<f .Mnroh 5, 1886. I~ is 

op:mcdfor t.ho t•xchn.ngoofhooks 
t.hc flrst nndthia·d l?ridny of each 
month. The lihrnry contuim~ • 
ovc~r two hundred volu\ues of 
travel nnd adventure, rcforcucu, 
~citmtific, hiogrnphicnl nml hh,­
toricnl work~. 

'1'herc is only one church in 
Sonclcrton, bni:t by the OM 
~fonnonitcs. It wnt-1 clodicntccl 
on Chri8tmnR Dny, 1870. 'l'hcru 
iR tri-weekly wor~hip nml oc­
cnRionnlly nt other times. It. is 
also used hy the Sundny school . 
for nbont nine . months in tlw 
ycnr. 

1'hc hnsinesR of the plnco mny 
be sum1~1e1I up ns fhHows: 'l'hl'cc 
gencr,tl stores, one groccrystorl', 
two furniture Rtor<.'H, two hard­
ware stores, two :,-;hoc Htorc~, 
one jowolry ~toro, ono clrug 
store, one tinwn.re Atorc, two 
steam J,n.y hailing estnhlish­
mcnts, two plnning milltJ, one 
Rlt.\V mill, rim nnd spoke fhctory, 
one cignr factory, t.\vo cignr hox 
fhotorics, one onrringc factory, 
on,c hoHicry mill, two stenm, 
mills, ono furniture nnd orgnn 
mnnufiwtorv, ono hnrncs~ m_nn-• 
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uliwtory, two clothing m.;tnhlish­
mcnts, two lumber yard:-;, two 
conl ynrds, two blncksmith 
~hops, mw harher i-;hop, two 
tailor ~hops, one repair 1d10p, 
one bakery, one printing office, 
one Nntio11nl bani<, two tefo­
grugh oflices, one post office nn<l 
two hotels. 'l'hc population of 
the town in 1880 wn.~ nI 1. Jt. 
contained 125 dwelling houses, 
or onl· for every five inhnhi­
tant:-.;. 

1-'II ANCONL\ \'I 1,1,J~, 

IH un old-tinw lnnd-mnrk, fot11ul­
l1d by the oplming of n hotel n ml 
store. 'l'hc origin of which is 
now /'ienrcely known to tlw ol<l­
rn"t inhnLitnuts of the vfoiuit_y. 
'l'lw hniltlings of the village nrc 
plo.in nrnl suh~tantinl, nnd hnve 
about thmn the t•virlences of the 
Holid comfort nml nccessiticR of 
lifo clmrncteriRtfos of till' tmns­
i-;u111ing and :mlf-dcnying people 
who possess nn<l inhabit. it. 

'l'his pince hns grown so rnp~ 
idly that it is impos~ible for nny­
one to i>ictm·(• to the young gen­
erntion the co111Jition nm] u.p­
p<.•n r,mcu of thing~ hit.If a ccn-

tury ago. For many yenrs this 
~eetiou wns thinly f-;ett.Jcd u.nd 
bcinglargelyeovered with wood. 
It. hn~ been hut Jntcly thnt. thi:-1 
8ection had to yield to the wood­
man'~ uxe. The pince where 
the 1n·esent store· amd hotel nrc 
locntcd had first. to be cleared 
from trees. These two businef .. " 
places, especin11y tl e store, 
probably dnte buck to the colo­
nial dnys . • 

It is now prolmbly a hundret1 
years sin<'(! thl' first how'ie wn:-i 
huilt. in the villnge, by tlrtcob 
Hhnfor. It wns locntcd where 
tlw pro~lmt <lwelling house of 
I~nnc 11"1\~etl now ~tnm1s, nnd is 
now nbout. ~e,·<mty yen.rs :-:inc(• 
Jlngl'y A. "reuncl kept ,;fore in 
the building; nflor that it. wus 
solc1 to Heruy Hnckmnn, · who 
lensed it to Dnnic~I Price. 'I\m 
years afterward it wn~ · ngni'n 
~mid to Jncoh Hnrlc,Y, who kept 
~tore t.hcro until 1834, nnd in 
the menntime ustnhlisliecl nu 
hotul in the snmo hnil<liug in 
nddition to his l'ltore business. 
. 1'hu prc~out Htoro house· of 

lfoury 1( J~nckmnn wn:-; built. 
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by ,J ncoh Hurley in 1834. 'l'he ollict', hotel, Ktore, blnck~mith, 
spot where the sto1·0 i8 Jocnted tin~mith, :,;hoemnker, :mddler, 
wn:-i n tract of womllnncl densely t<?legrnph ofJieennd n,hont twenty 
covered with origi11nl forc:4, mu] houses. 'I'he post. oflice ix cull 
hnd to he ck'nrcd to cnn~c the <.~d Frnnconin nnd wuH <.!~tnhlit-ih-
ur,~ction of the hnilding. At ctl in 1830. 
this dntc this section waH :,-et 'I1he Allentown road through 
covm·ed with dens<.~ fhrt!sl for thiH pince wns laid out qnitu 
miles. 'fhiH pince must. have (•ur)y, showing t.hnt wns nn enrly 
certainly invited rornl reHt fot· :-mttlmnent. 'l'he hotl'I wns es-. . 
the wenry trnvclcr. tnhliidirnl urn1 Jicen8ed hy 

~1.1Jw hotul of ,Jacob llnrlcy \Villinm O1.>Prholtzer in 18't8. 
wns i,;old to ,Jesse Lewis, who, nntl k~pt hy him fo1· f.evon yt•n1·:,;, 
nfte1· i-cvornl ,Y(llll'H, Hold it. to when it wu:- l'm1te<l to hmwl 
Ahraham Huckmnn, who kept \\'ood for one- yunl', nnd om• 
the hotel there until 1800, when ycnr to ,John Mi11cr. In 1877 
hix sou, Henry B. Hnckmnu, it WllR sol<l to .John Binc1cr, the 
built the hotel nnw oecupietl. by JH'cR<.mt owner, nrnl kel•ping the 
George Z. Ilun~ickcr. 'l11m hotel hilmmlf for i,;<.wen yt'nr:,; lw 
hou:,;e conucctc<l with the hlnek- rentecl it, in 1884, to flidcou 
Hmith ~hop wns built. prior to tlw Niee, the pre1-1ent lnndlorc1. 'l'he 
Hf ore (1834 ). 'J'he othoi· hnild- oJection ha:,; been held nt thnt 
iugH of' Uw villngt! 1tre of mon• plnce continno11sly sinct• 1868. 
recent dntc. 'l'}wre j:,; n}:-;o conncctrnl with the 

PIUNCONIA ~QU;\lrn hotul n commodionH hnll fol' t.lw 
Is sit,uate<l in the centre of the use of'public meotingK mvl Kocinl 
township, nt. thu jum~tion of the gnthcringH. 
Allentown. roncl nnd tho Hnr- )IIUW.AY. 

leysvillo nn<I Souderton· turn­
pike, thirty milNi from Philn­
clolphin. It cout~linl" u post 

Midwny iR n. place hot.ween 
· 'l'ulfbr,l nod Souderton, on the 
North P('llll rnih·omi, uml wn,-; 
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fouutled fjttitc receutJy hy the 
opening of n . foe<l ~tore nn<l 
hotel. 1'hc hotel wns built in 
1880 hy H;,hert L. Pric~tcr nn<l 
licen:sed the succeeding yenr. 
In 188S it wns ~old to A. D. 
8tevci· und in 1885 to George 
Schwm1k, Uw pre~cnt Jnndlord. 

'l'ho foecl Ht ore, con) vnrd nml ., 

hny house was e~tnblishcd in 
1885 by .M. R CJemnwns an,J 
A. 8. Aldcrfor, nnd nro doing 
lm~ines.-i uwlcr tho firm nnmo of 
Glemnwns & AJ<lcrfcw. A dry 
goodH nnd grocery Htore WHK 

opened in the spring of 188H by 
Auron Godsh.1.II and a bJnck­
~mith ~hop wns eHtnhli:-:ihed the 
:-;ume vent·. 'l'his constitutes ., 

tlw lmsincs:s cstnblishmonts of 
this villltgc, togct.her with about 
night <lwclling huu8e~. 'l'ho 
place is oJcgantly loeatml nml 
the time will proh1tbly not Jm 
long l1once whc1~ requisite ar­
rangements will be mndc fbr tlw 
~topping of trainH. 

l:AIU,INOTON, 

l~nl'lington is 1\. smnll villngc 
locntod on tho n.llentown roncl 
about 0110 mile uort.h of Prnnco-

nia Square. 11lw otigin of thiH 
village h1 of <Juitc recent <lntc, 
founclcd hy · the opening of a 
hold in 1881 hy Henry N. 
I◄,rcdcrick, in 1883 he tBold it to 
Mu,hlon Kline, and he sold it, in 
1885, to Albert Gerhart, the 
present. lundlord. The hotel is 
ulegnntly located on high 
grouml nt the intcr:,mction of' two 
ronds. 'l'he pince i'8 n genuine 
oritcrtninuwnt. to trn,·cler8 nml 
tlroVCl'H. 

UIRIXo :ms norm .. 
'1'hc IH~ing Sun Hotel, locntctl 

near the J•;nf-t Brnnch on the 
Allentown rontl, is nn nucient, 
lm~inei..:wstnhli:::htncnt. A pnrt 
of the building hns u speciJtl in­
tert'st fo,· loverR of ontiqunrinn 
rc1ie8 dtlting hack nmong the 
mh;ty records of · the Hcn·oln-

• 
tionmT times, mtd is s·1id to he . 
the oldest inn in the township. 
Tl'ndition gi\'cs the dntc of th~ 
founding of the inn 1770, · itl­
though documentnry evidences 
nro wnnt.iug. It wns licensed 
to J~liznbeth 'Gerhart in 1770, 
nnd ever since it hns been in 
tlw nnmc of Gerhart until of 
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Ink, 187 8, when J•;ron (;t•rhnrt 
houµ;ht it or Zm10 Utia·hnl't. 
P1·ior to till' <~onstruct.ion of tlw 
North J>enn~r) vnnia railroad 

' 
this 1·oad.whc1·e this inn i~ locn• 

tl'<l requin•d a ~•·Pnt dl11tl of 
team nccou111101Jntio11. It wa:-: 
01w of t.lw ~rent. ronch~ l<•mli11~ 
from Phi)nclelphin to AlJentowu, 
En~ton uncl BPtlilPhem. I wn~ 
inforwccl hy nn olcl re:-;idPnt that 
he :--uw a:,; many us t \\'(;nty loncls 
of lw,r passing- till' rond~ in mw 
i,;lring, n11d Olll' herd of c'.nftll' 
at'tet· the of lll'r, l,ut ~inct~ till' 
1'.011:-;lr11ctio11 ol' milroncls the 

tl'llndiug 011 thi;-; road )111:-- h•,'4-

:-eiu•<l. 

A plnct• l1111·dly perct•ptnl,lt· to 

tlw :--l1·nn~e1·1 is l<H'atrnl i11 tlw 
1101·thw<.•stern pnt·t ol' tlw tow11-
ship, 111111 wni,; lc1111ule1l hy tlw 
opP1ii11g- of II Afot·t.•. A post 
oflicp wu:,; t•stnhlisht.•<I in 188:; 
HIHI Ahlll'I' n<'II lllllll wai-- nppoiltt­
t•d po~fluastm·. '!'hen• i:-- also 
11 clothing 1n1rn11foctor,r at tl1i~ 
plm·c..•. 'l'lai~. tog-l'ffw1· witl1 
~P\'<'1'11 I honH<•~, c•o111pri~e8 the 
\'illuµ;c. 
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I 'AJ~T' XXII. 

l'IWCIIIJ-;,~ tW l'IVll.lZ.\TIO~. 

'l'h i~ \'(!Ill' WP c lost' the one . . 

hmuln•cl 111111 thil'ty-Hfth year of 
incorJHH'i1tion of om· township. 
Th,.?re can lw no he~itnucr in 

• 
i-;11ying tlint no,rn of those who 
li\'(•tl within if:,; hordurH nt. the 
t irne of itR 01·gnnizntio11, imngin. 
cd thnt nt t}l('c)c,Heof1:15yPnr:-; 
would find it n hmrw of' 1wnrly 
thl'('t' tl1ou:-;nml :,;oul~. 

'rim lll('ll of' 01w hund1·c.•<1 veur:,; 
•' 

ngo kJll'W not h in~ of sh•11111 11~ u 
mot-i \'l' powt.'r. 'l'o-rlny iron 
l'Olldt-: tl'tt\'t.H'fl? our t•mmtry from 
Ent-it. to \\' e:-it nnd from North to 
~outh, Little did thnv know of ,· 

11wehn11fo:il m·tx, hut. now, hy 
t.he ai<l of' i11\'e11tivt• µ:euiux, our 
count r.r ii.. tipoth•<l a11 o\'t'I' with 
the husy mill mul workshop. 
'l'he Con~titntion of the llnitc<l 
Hlatc.•:-- wn:-; not frnnwtl wlu.•n 

our towm~hip w:1!-i organized. 
Now, i-:ccuring to nil politicnl 
frc_cdom nn<l religious tolcrcncc, 
lifo, Jihorfy, and the pursuits of 
hnppiiw:-:s, it is nn a~surcd foct. 
n union of Htntc:-; which none 
cnn ~ever. Let. me then :-;ay, 
thoso gnln dnyN which we are 
now living, we should devoutly 
thnnk 1111 imlulgClnt. Pro\'idcncc 
for the mnn.r hlm~8ings b(~~towcd 
upon 11:,,; in the pmd, nwl prny 
thnt thl' in:-:titntions which 1111u]c 

t lu.•:.;t• b)t,:-:sinµ;s po:-:sihlo he se­
eurell to us, or ehih.h·c.•n and our 
ehild1·p11 ':-: ehiltlren fon1\'cr. 

\\' e have cnui-;t• to r(tjoicc, the 
hundred mul thirtr~fh·c yc:u•i; . ,. 

ju8t ro}h,tl hy hns brought us 
much prosperity. 

In forming the towrn~iup, tho 
,·hil'f' i1lcn wns thnt the t(~t·ritury 



ll18TOHY OF FIL\NCONIA 'l'OWN~IIIP. 

of 8alford, of whid1 !1'rnn,·oni11 
is part, Leinµ; too lnrgl' to he 
:,;en·ed hy Olll' c~ow;ta hit• ; ovl'l'­
:-;('l'l'S of' the poor a111l 11:-sei--:..01·­
l ◄'rnnconi:1 tow11:-hip wm, thu:­
estnhlislal'<l March 10, l7Gl,wHh 
u population of thirty four land­
ow11ers, pro Im hly 11ot 11101'(' t ha11 
01w llllm1red i-:ou):,,;, 'l'hL' town­
Hhip lms ~i·ow11 :-.ince thl'll froi11 

01w hmuln•cl to 1warl,r thn•(• 
thoui-:awl souh;. Our ~rowth 
was ~rt•at in till' pa:-:t mul mm,t 
hl· ~rl·nter :-till i11 tlw fuh1n•. 
~ituatP<l 11N Wt• nrc, i11 rnilroacls, 
near tlie ~rent t:oal hl•d of Pl'un­
syh·1tni11, with t•a:--y ac,~l•:-:,; to all 
the lurgt!:--:f cit it•:-: in thl' c111111ti-y, 
i11 tlw midst of fhw :-cl'lll'l'\', . ,, 

with Jerti;(' land 1111d lwalthfiil 
:-::irrrnmdin~r, w,• Im ,·t• l'\'l'I',\' 

,•l<.!llll'llt for tilt llJ'l' 1lc\'elop111e11t. 
.-\s Wt• murk this t•ru, \\'l' <!Oll­

tm11plate the pa:,,;t, wh<'ll Wt! H'e 

t lw po:-:,,;t•:-::,;ious of mu· ow11 11n­

c·es101·:-1 fo1· com1u11Tii-:011 with 
things of t<Hla,r, \~c find 11111011µ; 

them n•,·i\'cd fo::-hion:-- of ti1wis, 

~o difforcnt from our:, ; we find 
still in tlll' hnwli-; of thP pn·se11t 
MCIWl',d ion work1-1 of tlwil· fore• 

fo t Ill' r:-:, w I wse !in 1111:-- l ,a \"t' loll;! 
:-:iw·e lll'l'II er1111il,l,.-cl to dust. 
\Vlw11 we :-m• their work:-- Wl' an• 
re111indeil of tlwi r wn y:,,;, i11 1n:111 • . . 
wny~ ~i111pl<•r tha11 0111·:,;. \\'e 
honor 11111I respe<it t lll'ir 111<'111· 

"It i:-1 well in th<' lli~ht of 
tirnt• tc, Jmti:--e nml revi ◄n,· t.l1t• 
t•,·t•nb1 flint linve trnnspin•d 
urotm<l 11s: to know wlll'tlH•r W<' 

huve adntni•t•d 01· infrogradt•d 
us co11P<.•1·11s tlw ~t•ncrnl welfare; 
in what l'l':-pi.•ct, if m1y, wt• htl\'l' 

rca lly pro;,!re:-1:-:p1J. 'l'ime wi II 
11ot pau:-;p II si11gh• lllOllll'lll, awl 
110 pPopll' ean l'L'lllllill :-ilatio1ia1·y. 

Cltm1gPH, 1110t·t· or lc:--s, ji,; ii In\\' 

ol' natm•p to whi<·h nil thnt Im:-: 
life musl mlmit. It IJL'hoovt•:,; 
u~ then to guard tlint it be for 
the l>L'tlt•r. 'I'he writin.~ of the 
hii;tory j:,: not a11 t•a:--y mnttcl' n~ 
11ti111y may :-uppo:-P, he<'Hlll-il! it 
j:,; olll' h111ulrt•d nwl thirty yP1t1·:-­

~itwe tlw incorpomtiou of 0111· 

tow11~hip, nnd 1wnrly two }um• 
drecl year:-; sinCl! the fil'l'\l :-;etf.h•-. 
11wnt, whl1 1·e th(•11 :,;hnll I hPgin. 
ancl what l-lh:ill he omitted. 

.\C'COl1cli11,-r to thP list or la11d. 
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l1old<•r:-; of' 17:ll, we lincl tltc 
em :y :--et t h•r:-; con:.;i:--h•d entind,v 
of'\V,dl-lh 111Hl <:cr1111111R; tlw pro­
priet111·y hnd hl'<'II n111m1,!!; tl1<.•:--(• 
p<-'oplc in tht'it· 11ntin~ )1111<1 and 
l'J1cc,111·11gul tlH•IJI to coHll'. 1 h•re 
liliPl'l)' of co11:-cil!Hc·t! had bt.•t-n 
prnclni11wd, nwl n11 c-~:t'lll) lion 
from ti till' : though neit lwl' wai-­
toll'l'il h'd i11 ( ht•u t Brittni11, 11l011µ: 
till' \'allP\' of' the.• H him• whl'I'{' . 
1111111.r of' our fir:-t :-dt:l'I', ... e111i­

~rnh•cl, wen• ul:-:o thL• f'ronli<•r 
Jim·:-:- of po,,'c!tful Fr:mct.•, 1111d 
tht• frt!tp1t•11t \\'HI':- of Uer111n11y 
from whi,·11 th!'M' :-l'tt'.,•r:.; h:id to 
Htfll•r ~H•at ly from tlwir ho:-­
t ill':-, 11 dark li1tu1·( 1 was i111k1l•1l 

lu.•forn IJietn. 'l'o l:tl'ilitate tlii:-1 
a l'Olll}>,ill." was orµ:a11izcd mul 
111111H·1·011:-- )HllllflhlPts cireulntl'd 
t l11·011,-.d1011t fh!rmnny. in t lw 
l111w111wt• of its )lt'c111!t.· 1'-l'f I i1w r- ~ . ., r 

li,rth tlu• pPc11liar i11lvn11tage or 
tlie 1li:-;tn11t eo!oniL•:,;. ) le1l<'t' it 
11111y not ht> wondered thnt tlw 
w,•:tkt'l' l'-t'X Wl'1'<' till' fir:--t to 
collie, for no 111atte1· how ~t ronµ: 
tlh• attud111u·nt or 11:iti\'ity thl' 
fat lu•rlaw 1 JH\.':-Pntt.'d, from t lwil' 
l'Xf>l'l'it'IH'l' of' tlit- pa:--t no liri;.:ht 

or :-a11gume f11ht1·t.•. lu this 
brief a11d hasty :-.11rvey of om· 
progr<is:,; it i~ well to Ml1111ct- nl 
whnt our tow11:.;ltip was fifty 
year~ ago. It then compri:-;t•d 
!J~~O n<'t't.•:-: of lnml with a. popu­
lation of BB8 i-oul:-., or little le~:, 
tl111n ten acrel-i to every persu11. 
In 1880 thl' :-::ame territory co11-
tai11ed a population of ~,;j;j(i, rn· 
n little on•1· thn•c.• acl't'S to l'\'ery 
inhal>ita11t. 'l'hi:-. tlt•c111k• is tlw 
mn:--t fo,·orali!t~ of any i11 tlw . 
hi:-tu1·y of' thl' tow111-ltip, an i11-
cre11:-:P of 1 r,r,o :--0111:-: in II total 
popu Int io11 ol 2:jf>G J>l'l'l'-0118. 

Attltis timP,thou.~h n cen~ury 
had l'lap:-l'd :-im·t• the fi1·.,t :-l'l­

t !l'tlllmt, tht•n· wa:-: not a turn­
pikt•, 110 post olli<·ei • llO, lll'W:-i­

pa per, mi nlm~lwtt:-e for till' sup­
port of' t lu• puor in the :-:e,·cral 
town:-;hip:-. of ~lont~mm•1·y 
eotmty, 110 bridgl':-i, 110( a :-i11gh· 
Yi 11:i~t, cont n i II inµ- a tlozl1 H how,e:-:. 
'J'o-day we ha n• :-:en•n hot11't.'~ 
of wori--hip, four po:--t otlice:--, two 
railroad ~tatioll:-i, two ncw:-;­
pnpp1•i-;, our :-,ln)Hlll:-i are nil wdl 
bridged, aml n unrnher of vi1-
)11gl':--, t ht· township ('On!nin:,.; 1 ;r. 
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(lPfHOJlt-- to the Sf(tmn• 111ilP, np­
proachi11g the 1110:-:t thickly :--l't­
tll•fl co1111tl'it•~. S11d1 lll'P the 
\\'01Hlerf'11l l'l':-Olll'Cl'S or 0111· 

people nml thei1· w·m•rnl h11ppi-
1ws8 thnt tlu.•.r cn11 w,t r<•alize 
Umt they nrc tlen:,;dy peopled, 
which, in othcl' nnd mtwh olcler 
<'OLlllt ricH, hns 1-iO loug hm•11 11:-­

socinted with wn!tche<lm•ss, und 
ns flaey hnvc, urisin~ from un 
inubility to sc.·cm·o n suflieilmcy 
of food. \\7)mt 11 1•mqjl1ct is hcrt• 
for the people of Europe to pou­
tl<•r m,. 'l'uken collcotivdy uml . 
co11i-:idt?I' t ht• pro~rcs~ Wl' hn ,·e 
rnm ll' Mince tlw fin,t ,;ettll'mPul, 
liow cvl•nhrnlly nnd at 110 grent 
diRt-a11c,_., of tinw, Wt! mw,t Hlll'­

pHes i1hpop1.1l11tio11 and l'P~om•cp:.;, 

not only J◄:urope, hut perhup8 
e\'t•ry <'Ot111try on tlw fiu·e of tlw 
glolw, wlien WP ~ay thii-: \\'(' HI'(! 

not ~pl'nki11g of rnn· tuwn~liip 
alom•, hut ot' Olli' c•o1111t ry i11 
gencm I. 1 JI t Ju.• Jon~ (~0111'1-i(~ of 
two h11rnln•d years not a :,;iu~le 
instance cn11 he fouml wh<'l'l' a 
while man or an lncli1m t•,·t•1· 
~herl hloorJ; moh~ hn ,·c 1w,·e1· 
p1·ev11ill'il ht•n•, till' 111n~t vio~l'llt 

Ian'.'(! lwd tlwi1· way, unil 110 

drnrcl1l18 or other h11ihlit11,!:-1 hav" 
evt•r Jipc•11 W•stroyl'd mule1· H11ela 
h•111pornry exdtt•mPnt. 'l'hu11gla 
pcoplecl by \\' cl,;h, Geru11111s nncl 
11w11tio11 11111y l,p mndc of tht• 
E11~liHh, i,;pt~nking: v1triou~ Inn. 
~•mgl':-, holding diffornnt politi­
cnl nnd religion:-- vi(•ws; they 
rm~olvccl to live herP peaceably 
to~etlmr, while they clilige11t ly 
lulmrccl to i111pro\·e tl1oit· posses­
sions, llll til t IH•,Y ha \'l' bl•t~oJttt• u~ 
we now helwlc) and l 111joy at thl' 
pn!i-.<.mt dny. ' Let then tlw 
prt•st•nl µ;t•m•rn t ion regau·d tlws«' 
thingi,; :ts n dt·scn·ing 111<•morinl 
due to our fot·lifothc1·,.., who hnvl! 
:--o Ionµ pn•cccfod us, nntl wlu,111 
Wt' :-.;ho11ld endrntvor to follow 
in <'\'l'l'Y µ:0011 cxnmplc." 

'l'o cloh•rmim• wlwther wu ru·c.i 
c~(lntimmlly advancing, let llH 

01ily gl1111ct' ha('k o\'<!I' n r-hort, 
pPriod of h•n yt•a1·i,;, which ii-; 
11u•111w·ably with tlw Cl1llh1m1i11I 
Vl'a1·: tlH· time t\(•rtnin)y :,;t•en1:-1 . . ~ 

i;hortand to have p11~i.;cd rupi<lly, 
hut we hn \'t' not hl't~ll id le. Ir 
tlll't't' i:,; anr 01w clouht:-i onr .. 
JH'0:£1't':-: . ..;, )pf him pa11~P a lllO· 



fll8TOH\' OF FIL\N('O:-JIA 'l'OWX8ll11'. !ll 

ment mul tnlw II rct1·0:-,pc.•1~ti,·e 
gl1111eo,compan• 187H with) 88U, 
aml ~ec tlw mnl'lw,I advann•-
11wnt. 'rhenew re,·elntionl'(that 
WPl'l' :-1howere,l upon us tlwn 
1111\'e come up into gl'lll'l'ltl 11:-:e, 
nrnl we fincl them :-o fomilinr 
thnt wu Rcnrcc]y renliu• <'VPr 

hnving hecn without them. In 
t-:denee, in nrt, in nrchifocture, 
in e,•er,v hrnnch of iwlw,try the 
:-:nnw womlerf'ul pro~l't'l'<S is 
:-:hmrn. ~J'he eh•cfric light WllH 

tlwn in its infimcy, the.· tele­
phmw wu~ merely n toy, yet 
hot Ii lun·e now hl1l'o11w :-o p:-::-:on­
t ia l thnt WP could not do with­
out tlwm. Hueh illm=trntionH 
cm,!d Im multiplii>d incll'finitely, 
llllt tlH'y 011 ]y ~o to :-how how 
for we hnve come within tlw 
pm,t hm .P'Hrs. 

Lilh is full of/'\t11·pri:--e 111111 UH• 

ex1wct<'rl hnpp<mings thnt \\'l'<'an­
not 11ndt•r:-1tnrnl, m1wh lt1 i-H , Pll­

f rol the dnil,v happPninµ;~ of thl' 
world. The fl' n 1·e :..t1·1rnµ:e th inµ::-; 
hnppe11i11g e,·u·y tiny in art and 
~,~i<'nce, whi,•h Wl' 11wrd,r look 
at. i--hrug- our :--houlclerf-i, and pa:-:~ 
tl11.•m by. \Ve think nt t hn first 

Mlance that they an• wcm,lt•rliJJ. 
l111t do uot undt•rntnnd, nnd 80 

"''-' ll't them pa:-::--. "',u- t hiH 
alwnyH Ho ? Let Iii,( for a fow 
1110111c11f:,; g)nJH'e hack a hundred 
year:,;. If a mall woul1l hn\'c 
told our Hl1volutionnry fore~ 
ti1tlwr:-i that in a hnw1n•'1 year:-: 
hc.'11ce the mnil would he carried 
from N'-'W York to Cnlifor­
nia in :-;ix ot· Sln'L'tl <l11yM; thnt 
v<•~:-:d:-: would cro:-:,; in ten days; 
or thnt wc.• could tnlk from 
~foine to Florida, and µ:et nu 
n11i,;wer l,pfor,! hreakli1i-t, they 
would hnvc tum~ him for a 
d11ngerous hmatieor nn impol-!tor. 
But ha~ not thi~, nml indcl'd 
rnnch mot·t• hecome true '? All(l 
whnt thnnk:-. havu the great nml 
noble nwn, who have thu~ ben­
efittl'd t.hu world ? Instead of 
mnking tht•m hl•ttc.'I' nml mor<' 
contPntccl thnn hcfhre, they haYe 

mndP the pl'ople (~Xpect kn 
t imc.•~ more t-han hill°' ever yet 

been nccompli~hcd, aml whilo 
nil tht•Ro wornlerfbl Hehievl'­
me11ti-i have ht.•en taking- p!nce, 
humanity h:1:-; mcrcl,Y l'!tnrte,l 
nncl c•oo]y ni-:ktld, 11 \\'oi1der whnt 
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t Ji,,y wiJl do tw~t !" \\'hy, my 
ch•:ir re:ul<•r:.:, 1 :--ho11ld my, what 
'10 you wnnf ? .. \ l'l' W<' not :.:nt­
islit•d ? 'l'lw p11l11i<' mincl hns 
more th:m if c·ould (li.i .. f<':.:t, long-
11~0, nnd why :.:hall \\'l' c·ontimu• 
lh~11i11g it ii' it can not cli~l'~t 
whnt it nln•nch· ha:.:. 'f1hin~~ . ' 
ha,•p nlrP:vly adYntH'Pd :-:o f:11· 
tf1:1t II man ,·a11 :-Pnd his wili• a 
1110rni11µ; ki~s if ~lw i~ a tho11-
:.:a11d 111ih•s away; 111111 )'l'I 

pt1oph• will 11wr,~ly :.:t:11·( and a:.:k 
"'\'hnt iwxt," without p..i·c·<'i\'­
in,, what hns alrl'ncly ht•cn iw-n • . 
,~•>mplisl1P1I. Nor i!-; thi:.: 11:.:kin:r 
without nn <>flt•d, man is nn in­
quisitive• en,ation and lrom thiR 
orw trial mtich ha~ ht•t•n fomul 
out. By it Hir l:-::1:w Nt•wton, 

· ,fo,ro\'Pl'(•cl t lw forrt• of grn dt y, 

Franklin tlw ill<'ts ol't'}ectridty, 
\Vatts tlic• :-:tenm engi1w. nil of 
whi~h HI'<' of µ:rt•at v.1lt1P, much 
•ri·cnh•r in fa<'t thnn tfil' 11n•ntt•r n , . ' ,... 

maRs of hmnnnity lien· lrnYP 
nvcr taken it fo h<•. But t h1• 
world i~ foll of idl1•1·:-: who can­
not 11mk•r~tnwl ~rent ol~jPds. 
and :,;o they Rimp1y Hllf'l\r nt 
gr<'nt thin~~. nml with tlH'ir 

hand i11 po:•kr t and t hl'ir hr.,in 
in pid~:P, tl11•y lazil_v inq11in• 
•·what lll'Xt ?" Bnt t~l'l'tain'.•; 
thi~ ask in).! what IIPXl will 1•,~a~t', 

tlw tll'Xt \\'(' will lw:•r tlint tlw 
idh•r nml th1• p'.1 1·:-:011 wh11 i~ 
m•,·t•rx:1 t ii-Ii Pd, lmt i~ continua~ ly 
wonrlc•ri11gwhat 1wxt, laa,·t• l11•1i11 

1-W(•pt away f'rom the Parth, wi: /1 
110 cmt1 to w i:-:h Iii m ht•r1• ,·pt ti, . 
contin11t• hi:,; go(ld \\'ol'k1-1 ; hut 
he ha8 cl1•p:irf Pd "llll\\',')lt. 1111-

li011t:rP: I and 1111~1m.!!. '' A fl 
~l'l'Ht 111('11 or tilt' world wlio 
ha,.,, ti·i1.•d to 1111dl1 1':-:t:1111l th,• 
Jll'l'l"(')l( l,(>!c:1'1 1 ,,·01rlPri11g wh:it 
would happ<!ll 1wxt, \\'<'l't' m1•n 
who WPl'I' :-:atisfit•d with tlH· 
pn•:-:<•11t and tric•d to do flH•ir 
i,!oo.l ,le .. •d~ in tlw tim1..• thP,. hail . . 
and ,,·on• not ,•ont i1111allv tn·i11 1,. . . r-

to look in tlw l'ntur(• awl think 
they wn11ld rathPI' li\'1 1 in it f lwn 
t }urn t lw p1·P:-:t•11t. 

It iK alto_!!l't liPr 11:--tdt•:-::-; for 11~ 

to 1i .. f ryin~ to pt'l'I' info tfu• hicl­
dl'H fllt1t1·1•.• Lil(• i~ OIH' ('011-

:-itaut change, n:11·1·m,·._.d into a 
monwnt~ ti11u•, wh1d1 W<! t•nll 
tlw pre:-;p11f. 'l'im(• iR pn~smg 
~o rnphlly thnt nll thnt wP 1~n11 
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do i:-: to look with \\'on«l<•t· and 
lllllaZl'llll'llt at tlu· thin_!!:-; or tlu• 
p1·t•~P11t 111011wntr; aa they which 
pa~:-Pil ll:,i 11ml nre gom•. '111wy 
t Jwn lit! Jnwk of u~ a <~onf'll:,i1:d 
mn:-;:-. ; a drnoH out of wltit~h it i1-1 

:d11m:-;t imtm1'~il,ll' to t~n H order. 
l1:vp1•yt l1in~ i:-i i--o mixP1l up :-:o 
that WP do 11ot know w lwr<' any 
111' tht• thiner:-: lwlottcr, " • • n (-, 

( ~onf'u:--t><l a~ tlw pm;;t. mny :--l'Olll 

thP f'utu1·e i:-. far mon• dwotic 
1111d mw1•1·tain : of it Wl' know 
p11~it ivl'ly nothing. \\'e know 
11ot i!' the thinµ;i,; that hnn, hnp­
Jll'IH.'d p\·c1y day of our livt>i-­
will hnppl'll to-morrow. Ye:-i, 
wn clo· not O\'l'll know if our 
livt•i-- will he Hpnr•!cl for anotlwr 
day. 

• \ II i~ clnrk f>pfon• 11:,;. \VP 

think :ui:l pla11 for to-n101'l'm\', 
' hut how ti,o!i~h ; WP may lit• 

clown thi:,i <'Vlming rwn~r 111or0. 
to rise. Onr ~tin mny ha \'O sd 
fiil' tlw 111:-.t tiuw. 

Verily \\'(• nn• as tl1t• gra:-::-­
thnf mw day is ~rowing and tlw 
lll'Xt i:-- cut clown an<l cast away. 
.\ncl r-;o the curtain ol' timt•, 
which, hnpily hi<k•:-: om· \\'rn.•s ns 
Wl'll as Olli' joy~ ol' thP hthll't' 

from 11~1 nnil which W<• cannot 
lift. a:--itle, 111111 a . .; mw thing nftr-1· 
anothm· l'assps fi·om the fntm·t' 
to the past, silently wonder 
''what 1wxt." Such is certainly 
om· position nml thought:.; of man 
nt prl•:.;l'nt, which have tlm~ 
lived to :--ee a triumphant reccml 
of mntchle~;-; progrt's.-; which J~ 

looming up },pforP llH to-day . 
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It i:-. now morP t hn n one 111111-

drecl awl fifty yt~an1 HineP thn 
firf-t i--cttlers :-;L~t foot on tlw Hoc­

tion ol'thc counfry which iH now 
tlw town:-1hip of l•'rmwonin. 
Mnny of their d,•scernlentH Hf ill 
li\'c nenr or on their oricrinnl n 

Het.tlements in tlw town~hip, nnil 
Htill u great numher k<~pt mov­
iug wm1tward from time to time, 
nwl we now lwar ol them from 
placrn-1 ·on tlw Paci fie coast, mon! 
than three thot1!-1:t1lll mile:-: nwny 
from the t)nrl,v homl'~ of tlwit· 
nm'el{tors. 

In the \'<~ar 1 i:-~ l the town-. 
:--hip co!lfni1wd thirty-f,mr l:ind­
hol,for:-1 that p.1i1l quit-rents. 
Pro ha hly :--omc of onr n~ader-.: 
may not know what n "qnit­
rm1t" iH. (Q11it r~nt is a n•~ 
Ht•rve<l nmt in the µ;rant of lawl 

hy tlw propridal'y liy tlm pay­
ment whieh the lmd ho!dt•I' was 
to J,p fro~d from oth<'t' t:1xe:--. 

'l'ht>y Wl'l'<i not 1min,r111 varyi11µ: 
f'ro111 orw ~hillin.~ t--h~rlin~ p:•t 

humln•tl a1we:-. to ~ix shillin,.r:..: 
pPr nnnum, ml:l in :--11t1H' 111-

i;tanrn~:-1 t•H>J't.!.) \\',• han• s.• -

<'lll'<•d n <~omplctn li:..:t of' l.tn 1-
holdu :-:. of 17H-I. 

'!'he fo'lowin.~ at'P thl.' 11a11ws 

n.llfl m1mhnr of 11<wt•~ of (':teh : 
,John1111Ps Fry. 1 :j() ; ,J a col, 
Olwi·ho'z !1', J:jO; ,Jost Pfonne11-
k11ch, 100; ,JosPph AltlHn~, 111; 
lTlrieh 11,msherg('I', f :jf); Llio11-

nr1l Chri:.ito!ePI', :!01); ,Joh:111 
G l'Pi:--111a11, W ; Corn·ad I( 11st•.'r, 
l00; Midwel Ba11g, i,j; ,Jacoh 
Fuhrman, -JO; ,lohnnnes I fonti, 
1 Ofl ; Lu·lwi~ z~,,·kd, I 00 ; 
.JohaHn<'s "'illwlm, r,o ~ If Pin-
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1·it'11 Hosenlwrg,•r, I (HJ: .J o~t t Ill' c•o11~11111pt ioH of t Ii<• fiunily, 
Schindler, 140: ChriNtian ~lay- howc\'cr, was rniio;l'clon the fltrm. 
er, I ;j0: .-\.hrnhntn Heif, ~00 : ~'lnx grown, swinglecl, Rpun nt 
.Jacob llunshergc•r, GO: Gc.~m-,.~<! homt• nnrl ,,·onm suppliPcl shirt­
Germnn, I 00; Fre,lt!rick Uott- ing, ht•cldin}.( ancl i--ummPr wcnr. 
schn.!k. lfJO: \rilhelm Hank, 8ht•l'p yieldecl tlwir •·nrcn~:-1 for 
100: llenrid1 Zl•rkc.~I, uO: ~lieh-✓ food an winter flannels. After 
nel Hl•utz, l 00 ; Gorg Hartzell, the lnhorinµ; ox had tlonP the 
.;o ; l•'rt•rleri<·k ~choll, 100 : ~um111er haul in.~ and was fott(•n-
Jncol, Hayarcl, I 00 : .\111h•p,,· (lcl thP flp:,,;h wn.8 c·on:--nmc•d, nncl 
Barndt., iG: IIC'm',V Barmh, I 00, tht' hidll ta~wu to the tmrnery 
nn,IChristinn Funk, 100. Thesc! lo lw ,•on,·prfp.) into lenther ttH' 
hPin~ nil fitrnu•rH. whirh Wf' 

find was the oc.·,·upation of Ht.'lll'­

ly all tlw roloninl inhnhitantH 
'l'he ,~olnniiil inhnhitnntH wort\ 

l'X<•lnsi,·i•ly an n~r,1'.'ulturnl 
lll'ople nml IIH"kl't] llf'nrly <.'very 
farming implem<'nt now in rn~e. 
~lnny of' tlw plows hnd woo,len 
monlbonrds to turn tlw soil : 
wlwat wns cut with n l'.-icklt\ 
µ;utlll'rc,l nncl thrmd1P,l hy hnnd, 
Im y waH nut with n Kl'Vtlw nt-. . 
lnche<l to n stnight ~month, nnd 
when hnrvcstc1l u111l his smnll 
snrplu~ prepttrt•tl for mnrkt1t it 
must Im hor1w to tho <'it, . . 
over miry roml:,; to exdrnng•-' fi,r 
thu few ~rocnic.•H n1Hl British 
munnfi1,·tt11·(l1) goods. ~cnrlr n11 

hm11P n:--e. 'Phis (ll'~r1•iption of 
ol1lt-u-ti11w fnrm lilt• onh· 1111ctls . 
th" fnrtlwr pieturin,; of tlw 
rrndic\ opcn-kit<•lw11 fit·t•-plac(•, 
hnlf wny nc·roi-;s th<• room on 
whiPh lny a hu~c• gre('n hack-log 
PX}ll't'kd to ln:-;t n week. Here 
thu motlwr was sittin!!: nnd . •. 

spinnin~ stockin~ ynrn while 
ht•r · clnn~hh1 rs w••re sitting 
nromul nml knitting hy tlw fitint 
titt-light. But th(•St~ thing3 have 
nll pni-isl'd nwny from om· 
1mrder8 nnd tlw · book, pnper, 
pin110 nm] 8CWinµ; machine hnve 
tnken tlwir plm·P. The forego­
ing cfo .. eriptiou imli<•ate~ to the 
pt~oplo of our tinw how 011r 

Int hflr:-- nncl mot hPJ'S worked a. 
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h11wlred .'"":tr:-: 11µ;0. Hut 11•·,,· 
iik•a~ nml t11Pt hods of Ii ,·inµ; lll't' 

dnwnin~ 0•1r ngP from tla._, town, 
the villngt~ nncl t]H' 1'(•1110tPs! 

farm hou:-1e. l◄'r<'e :-:,•hoo)s a1Hl 
improYed lancl:.; ha \'c.' c.•x•·ited a 11 
over the c.·01mtry n cl<•:-dre fin· 
lllOl'e CllJ,;_Y nml ~um,~i<'nt Ill('( hrnls 
of fnrming nnc1 other prrnhw­
tionK. 

\'enr~ ago fiu·11wrs threw 
a:-;i«le thL• :-:il'kle, ~cyt lwH II ncl 
hnncl rnkPi:; n.•snldn~ to kc•c.•p 
nbren:-;t. of t.lic ti11lt's l,y u~i11~ 
hor:-11.' l"'W('I' implc.•nwnts to cul­
ti\'ntt.•, gather n11cl p1•ppnl'e form 
prrnlndfl for thl' mnrkPt, 'l'hus 
h., improvc.)tl lnnd with the ft-(•e 
u:-:P of li111P nwl fortilizt•1·s t'l'ops 

have h(•c11 1warl ,. clo11hl1•d ; 1111d 
~ . 

now i11shm1l of :,,;p(•llfli11µ; two 
mouth~ ol' (lxhausti,·P lnhor, ax 
fortuerly, to gather attrl i-;tol'L' a 
harvest it is now dmw in n fort­
night. 'l'hm~. nh:o, i1w1·c.•11:-:<'cl 
)>l'ofit in nµ;rieulturc.• excitPd a 
dc.i~i re for more co1111<,rl a hie 
dwell in~~. ,·11 pacious ),a rns, 1110m 

l'll'~nnt P1piip11g(•:-: arnl attire~, 
nhm hanclsomPr 1•h11rdu•s nnd 
t-chool homa•s. ~o :--om11•r clid 

the- rai I road µ:et into opt•mt ion 
acro8s our fP1Titory thnn tlw 
ll'lc.•gmph followecl it, thus p11t­
ti11g us i11to inst~llltlllWOll:-- ('Olll­
llltllli,·at ion with nil theadnt1W(icl 
eou11tril 1s ol' till' wud,l. Now 
poh•s 111111 wit·t•~ pn:-:s through 
1111111y of m11· villn~t•s nwl 
:-;tat ions along the railroml, whid1 
e1111hlps us h, 1•011,·11 1':-:( 1 with 
f ri,•nds 111111 ,·orrc-sponrlc.•nls nh,11~ 
diHtant plac•p~. But tlu• two 
grandP:4 PIP,·ntl's---wt' 111i~ht 
:-in,· institutio11s---of socil•tr in . . 
this last '1lllll'h1 l' of' nu~ l'C'llllll'.Y 

n n• tlH' n•n pinµ; 01· mowing lllH· 

diitw of till' lhrnwr am) the s(•\\'­
i11g 111nl'hi11e of t IH' hou:-;Pl10ld. 
By tlwir nsn thci mnn or \\'01111111 

who t•111ploys l'itlwr lms quad­
rupled hil-i or h,~1· prodtwti\'o 
p11,,·,1 r. ll11shm11lry nncl fitr111 
work has hl1l 1ll :m c·ompletcly 
I mnsfornll'cl that fi,,,. wotmm 
partidpnte in form ,,.,.,rk, dnir,r 
hl'in~ tlil· chil•I oc.·,·u1mtion in 
thi~ toww-1hip. hoy:,; 111111 1111m 

cloing till' milking while tlm 
product is wol'l-wd into a 111n1·kl't-
11hl1• :--h111u\ at 1•rc•nt1H1 ries rt•c'Plll­

h· 1,nih 11ml l'urnislwcl nil O\'PI' . 



IIIS'l'OH \' OF Fll.\NCO~l.\ TO\\' NHIII P. 

the co1111try. Tiu• lnttc•r ali,:o 
workecl hv 111('11 111111 hon, wl1i)l' . . 
many of om· mothers nml xi:-;tc-r:-: 
only ply thl· tJel'tlll• nncl :,;pwin,r 
1n:u•hi11e, or pPrhnp~ fillJ!l'I' flll' 
piano or hai·p . 

. \t the t•o111111l•11ct•11ient of' thca 
c·oloniul n~,• 011r a11ct•stol'~ wc:•rp 
lilw half tnu~ht youth Int loost> 
from :,whoo) almost untl'ai1wcl in 
tlw praeth~nl life that lnr hl'li•rn 
t lll'm. But t fip,· ca IIIP lwrc• on . 

11 111iss~on of peact• to nil llll'll, 

to l'st11hlishjusticc> 111111 Ion•. l11-
:-;·t<'111l of fight in~ tlw nati\'c•s tlwy 
att1wke,l the forl'st nncl l'od,:-:, 
wltid1 ft•ll or WPre remo,·t•cl lit'• 
fore tlw111 011 t'\'er,r :,;ich•. The 
fit·:d thinµ· wnnlt•d wn~ :-lwlh•r 
l'ro111 tlw howli11µ: l1t'n~I ancl 
\\'l'ntlu•r .. Hel'kin~ out, tlwrc­
fore, 1ic•ar a i,;pring or ('l'(1ek 11 

soutlwrn declivity II rmlP •·uhin 
of' loµ;s wns l,uilt. Prod,led 
with n li•w tools of iron nwl 
steel nml :-:onw wornk•n m11l tin 
\'t'l-iHt'ls tlmir toils lieg1111, while 
the µ;mwro11s lnclinn loolwcl on 
mlmiringly all(l plensecl with hiR 
w~w hrcth1x•r1. A hnhitntion 
thm; finiHlwcl, a :-:mnll <'h'nring 

111111le wit Ii n fi•w clomestir. ani­
mals nncl a ~mppl,,· of ~!Ccl for 
pl1mtin.~ tl1e t!11i'rn11chi:.;cd em­
migrant (elt ltimsf')f "Lord of 
the manor.'' The c·hilclre11, the 
fut un• oft lw limaily, wert• the 
1wx r 1-ot1r(•e of solit~itucle. The 
ttl'X t want of t lie l'iett lement now 
wns a r1111'i school house, whid1 
mi~ht al~o s,•n•p a~ a pince for 
re!i~iow~ 11wPti11g~ ; it was soon 
11p. in likt• mau m•1· of lo~~. hy 
t Ji,, ,ioit1 I t'ffort of t hP tH'igh lior­
hoocl. Soon nnm• tlw fir~t J)ilh­

lic institution jui,,;! clc>l'-1·1i11ed 
c•nmt• tlui 11eiid1horhood hlnck­
:--mit h :,;hop, to prt'jlllt'e Hu·m 
imple11tP11t:--, 111111 the l't1cle mill 
to prepan• tlH' IH'W µ-rain for 
footl. 'l'he~l' WPl't' a 11 t•i--tnhlish­
l'tl. not much aclvanc~l'cl in nrnhi­
tcl'lure. J,ut l-il•n·t•d the n~e. 

\\'it h what 110,·elty at tho 
prt•:-;ent dn.y mu~t we \'iew 1mch 
11 prog1·t•ss when WI.' n•fll•d on 
the mnny and mi~hty chan.~c~ 
WP hnn• mn.de :-:ince the first. 
:-ettl,•mtmt of onr town1'hip thnt 
1111rn nrnl ti111l' \\Ton1.d1t iu ~o 
sho1·t n. poriocl? ,rtwn we bc­
holcl it:--rnilroad:,.: with their Ion~ 
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dark train~ .. tlw mn11y thri\'ill~ 
villa!.;.:':-- t hn l 1ulorn (JIii' h•ni tory 
nml t }w 1wrny hm-y I 1t1:•d1w:-:s <.'ll­

frrpri:-:1•:-:, nncl quil't, ph•aM:rnt 
\'illn 1·Psidt•ncl's. \\·hat a tall' 
is tol<l of pro~rPss ? To rPfi.•r 
nt a perirnl. would :-:ny 18-iO, 
wlwn lmtnlPts nnd ,·illn~t1 :-- Wl'l'l' 

nlmost unknown i11 t111r town­

~hip, wlll'n the spot:-. whl'r(i 110w 

the Yilln~es of 'l'f'lf<ml aml 
Souderton :-:land Wl'rt' tmmarkPtl 
hv a Hi1wlt• hnl--i11t•ss f>liH'P. The ., ~ 

hi tis n 1\11 va lh•ys \\'l'l'P t·o,·pn•c l 
with tlll'ir maj••~tit• mu·iPnt for­
(\:-;ts, with tlw <~Xt'Ppf io11 of lwrc 
mul th•~n•, where rn·,•asionnlh· 
the hnrtlv former st•ttlcr~ had 

•' 
eflcrtPd thP fon•st:,; and er,•ctPcl 

for t hl' lll~l' I Yt•s a l'P~itlP11cP. 
To-tla v our t'otllltl'V i~ c•o\'l'l'Pd . . 

with a 11(\twork of railroncl~ nnd 
tclt•~rnph wires ; wlll'n sixty­
t,,u yenr:-; ngo 11ot n single rnil­
rond or telegraph pole wnH 

drentm.•cl of in the world. Such 
is progr,•~s. The JH't•:-;ent ~PIH?­

l'ntion i-;ci1rcPly rt•alizc•s ,,·hnt n 

dull c!1·euping: old wodcl was 
wlwn our j!l'imd-fittlu•rs w,•n! 
hoys. ~ot a :,;pwi11,!.( 1111H·hi11e, 

not a r,·upt•r. 11111 n ~tt•n111 l'll· 

~inP, not a 111nt<-h, not a thret-h-
111!.!. 111:u•h i m•, not a t•lot lws 
wri11~c•r i11 :1l1 the wiclt> world. 
But t lwn E11rope Will" l"rowclcd 
and olcl-fnshio1w1l, mii,,erahle 
:\ nwrit•a ,•onsi~h•d of n nn rrow 
~fl'ip 111' t•11ltin1h•ll snil 11!011~ the 
.-\tlantil' coast, with herP nnd 
t hPre a ,·illng(.'. ~ow \\'(• t•rt>~s 
tlw t•ontitwnt in ~ix rn· :;;t•\'<'n 
<lays, thl' ot•t>nn in tlw !-11\IIH' 

timC', :--t•111l II cli~patch to_ BuP11os 
.\yn•s nml hnw• nn tUlHWPl' in 
a ft•w hour:-1. \Ve lun·(• nhno:..t 
nnhilntPd tinll' nn,I spn,•,•. An­
otlH•1· half a c(•11tnry of ~uch 
progT<'s~ will i-o trnnsfi.,rm our 

<'Otmt 1·y as to mnlw tlw prcS<.'llf 
~l'tWrnt.ion ~tmtd on t lwir he:uls 
with wonder. 

Of the hlessi11~ which c•i,·il­
izntio11n11d philosophy bring with 
tlll'm a large prop,wtion is <'Olll­

mo11 to nll rnnk~~ nm) wouM, if 
withdrawn, bP mis:--ecl painfully 
by n 11 In horers. For in:-it,1 nee 
t lw mark Pt pl,wn whid1 the rus­
tic~ enn now rt>uch in nn hour, 
wn,1 thi1·ty ye111·R ngo, n clny'1-1 
.io11nwy from honw. Tlw "'t·r<'t't~ 
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whid1 now affords to the arti:--1ur 
d11ri11~ tlw who!e night, 11 bril­
liant li~ht nn<l eonvenit'nt wnlk, 
wa:-: n hundred _Yl·arH ~o clnrk 
after Htlllst>t. tlwt he would not 
ha \'e hce11 able to Hl'l' his hand, 
~o illpnvccl tlint Ill' would hn,'l' 
i·uu eon1-1tn11t rii;k of hn•nking 
hiH neck, nrnl so ill w,1tclw,l thnt 
he would have hCL'll in immi­
neut tlnnger of bei11g knockecl 
dmn~ nml plundered of hi:, :-:mnll 
l'nrnings. lc;vcry hrit'klnyer 
who foils from tlte8<~nffohl, Cl\'e1·y 

swet'})l'J' of n crosRing whc, is run 
o,·er hy a carriage rnny now 
hnni his wmmds tlrc:-:sc<l nml his 
limh1-1 Sl't with n :-1kill such n:-1 a 
hmulred nml fiftv years n~o all 
the \\'l'nlth of a ld11g or of n 
merchnnt prince conltl not hnn, 
purchased. Tim term ofhnmnn 
Ii fo hns been lt•ngtlwned o,·er 
the wl1olc union, l!8fK'Cinlly in 
tho towni,;. 'l'hc ycnr l H85 
wns not nccountc<l Hickly yet 
more then one out. of' en'ry 
twm1ty-thn•c inhnbitnntH of the 
cnpitnl died. \Vhen Wt' Hf.H.\nk 
of tl1iH dnte we Im ,·t• not in \'il'W 
our imnll'dinte township,hccnu~l' 

(:i\'ilization wa:,; not drt'amcd of 
in our l-Uefion. At Jll"l't-ent only 
tmt! in ha hit.mt of thl• enpitnl in 
fort,. <lit':-. annual!\'. . . 

It iH p!ea:iin~ to rellect that 
the public mind of om· country 
lwi-. sofhme<l while it haH ripened, 
and thnt we ha\'l' in course uf 
nµ;es not only a wirnr hut nlFo a 

kinder )>l'ople. There is scarce­
ly n page of the history or lighter 
litt.,rnture which does not con­

tain i,;omc proof tltnt our nnce:-:­

tor:-; were k•s.'4hmnnne than their 
po:-:tcrity. It is true tlw com­
pns~ion ou~ht, like nll other ft~l­
ing:-:, to be m11ler the govern­
ment of rt~nson, nnd has, for 

want of such government, pro­
duced :,;ome rPdiculous nnd dc­
ploruhlc efleds, hut the more 

we Hhuly the nnnnl~ of the pnst 
thl! more we rejoice thnt we li,·e 
in a merifnl age, in nu age in 
which cruelty is abhorctl nncl in 
which pnin, C\'l'll when cfo~crved, 
il'l inflicted relucantly ancl from 
n. dnt ,. . En~rr clnss, clouhtlt•i.;:,;, ,. . 
ha~ ~nincd lnrgely hy t.hii-- great. 
moral drnngc.-., hut the cln:,;s 
whid1 ha:-- gnined t lw most i:--
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the p<mrcst, the most defonselei-::,; 
nnd the most lfopendent. 

'l'hc homcH of our Jon~fitther~ 
w horc they ha(l to work under 
lew heavy obligntions, will twcr 
hn n plnce of intcrcl'it tu UH n.rnl 
the coming ~cnerntions. 'l'hoy 
not only clenrc<l tlw lnml nml 
lmilt houseH for their familieK, 
lmt also e:4ahli1d1cd cht1rchrn1, 
KdtoolK nn<l lmsideH dcfendt\d 
their country when frt1clom of 
~pcech Will'\ e,·cr nntrmnmelcd. 
Heeds have been nccompli~hcfl 
that mny never be hlolte(\ from 
truthful hiRtory. 'l'huir homt•H 
,md locnlitieH may 1-mffor chnngcH 
hy the onward progreK8 of time, 
hut their nR.~ocintioni-; can never 
flccrcnHc in value to the ~enRi­
th·e min<l. 'rhe rude coh1mn~ 
mny crumble from the dmrchet-i, 
their flwclling~, whieh hnvf* 
withstood the Rtorm~ of nge~, 
mny fn1l, the skill of t)l('il' me-

• 
clumicH mny come <lcfoccd from 
the H1trfocc, hnt tlw frngnwnts 
scnttere,l over the gromul in 
mnsses ,,·ill 1-1t.ill Hpenk ns the 
work8 of thdr:-;. \Ve truly look 
upon tmch relics with re,·ermwe, 

for they recnl I the foe• t hnt ngeM 
past tlw_v were prominent. sup­
portert-1 and ornnmentR to gignn­
tic edificc1-1, ~uch nR their circnm­
RtnnceHal lowed. Certainly th ei-;c 
circmw-1tm1ce:,; exeitcl'< vcnern­
tion, ht~cau:--<•, whill' we gnze on 

them, Wt' fool ouri-:cl \'CH in the 
presence of nntiquity, livinµ; 
rcprct--ontntivcl'I of ccnturieH 
whid1 hn,·l~ thdr ori~in wny 
hnck in the dim di~tnncc of thn 
pnMt. \Vhcn we reflect upon the 
pnst in the clnrk <lny1-1 of tlw 
Hovolution it HJll'el\rh1 n myxtir~ 
chnrm over the nHpirations, 1c~nd1-1 
tlu~ thoughtl'-I hnck through tlw 
nrehievcs of tlw pnst 111111 re­
pnintx tlw clark dn_rH of om· 
~o,mh·y'H history. Sur.h nre 
t lw reflections thnt comcl'( o,·<•r 
the K<mHntive mind h_y Rhu\ying 
om· country'8 hil-'tory. 'I11ieir 
voiceH ~ecm still to ring on our 
cru·K, nml tlwir 1nnnly formfl 

' 
Htnnd hcfo1·c om· eyes; upon 
t.hPso re fleet iorn~ the m inrl ln,•t•~ 
to potulPr ('n, for here it. )muns 
to nppr<\<'iato tlm value of thoHo 
hle,-;1'4ill~M \\'hir.h we ,rnjoy, hut 
whieh Wl~l'u pnrehm·wd nt. ncoKtly 
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pri,·P hy our brave forefother~. 
I l'l it not a plwnomt• non, worth 

our stncl,r, that we i;;hould he so 
nnxiou1-1 to pince our eye~ in till' 
lmck of our heiull'ljnl'lt now? 'l'hnt 
Wt! i-;hould ~o ~imnltnneou~ly 
awl tmnnimowdy turn from the 
l'il-ii11g to tlw setting 1-(ll)l 'l 'I11rnt 
wu :-chouhl one nnd nil :,;light the 
gloriot1l-i f'nh1n• and the prolific 
prei-nmt to l'\e,·cre •tlone the 1den<l 
pw'\t'? 

The 1\111'1\\'Cl' \'arici,; c,·t•r n:-­
the l-iotil~ of men '? "Mnnr men . 
of mn11y mimh,." . 

But it is ccrtninly plcn~ure 
to h•nrn nrnl honor the dcpn rte,1 
11m•t•1-1try. Age iH honornhlt•. 

Our nnecstry'i,; rec<>rtl doc~ 
l--ttcm very poor nrnl ~implc, n­
:-ii<lo of the prolific cntnlo~nc of 
to-dny. 

'l'hey 1w,·er built nn engine, . -

thl'Y never lnnnchecl n l'l(cnm-
ho:1t, they JWVC!l' :--urvcycd n 
rnilrond, tlwy never ~1\W n tele­
graph, t\,ey ne,·cr whiHpcrcd in 
n telephone, they never rode n 
reaper, Uwy 1wvcr run n i--cwing 
mnohinc; it wns en~ily 1-mi<l this . 
world wn1-1 not. worth living in 

fifty yPnr:,- n~o. 
'J1o cnro11 foct:-; of hy-gone 

days i:-1 nn instinct of the rnC<! 

which m·t•r <fol nnd e,·cr will 
continue to conw to :ml'fhce of 
humnn society am011g: nll nntioni-: 
and at nll stnges of the wor1d's 
march. 'ro den:,· this propo:-:;i­
tion ii,, to contend ngnim,t hi~-
torv. 'l'he memory of men 

~ . 
does not. know of a time or a 

n people that did not grace itself 
with monumental deeds nnd 
memori,11 honors. In the time 
of the preminl Sabhnth of God, 
when the miracle of creation 
was fi rl'-t commcmorntcd fo~tivnl 
clayi-1 nml jubilee 1m11gs hloonwd 
nn<l flnvored the gl'\~at highwny 
of time. 

Our \'nni:Jhctl ancestry mu<lc •· . 

hnt tt~w things, hut thoi-;c they 
rnn<le well. Their homt•st(~1uls 
stmul like castles n1-1i<lc of the 
frnil idrnchn•ei,; of to-dny, with 
the mo~s of ;t full century under 
their roof trees. 'l'heir hand 
work Wl\8 ancl is :.;till hnnd work, 
the product of pnticnt Honl~ llncl 
11imhle fingers, nncl proof n.gnin~t 
moth nrnl rust. In every 1-1nr-
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yivin1r tll'ticlc which tlw hnwl~ 
l'.'.' 

of our fothc1·1' awl motherH hnv1..• 
mndP we mny read th1..•ir craving 
nftor an enduring name and 
hcing. 

Nor enn their oflsprin~ tail to 
rc:.;pond to :.;o nntural 11 )on~ing. 
\Ve need not hlm;h over sire:.; :.;o 
genuine nncl noh1c n~ they 
proved to be. They were i-tal­
wart. generations en men awl 
women, of fothen-; ancl motlwrs, 
of :mns nncl <laughter~ i a hnrdy 
rnco of good hloud. 

'l'hcir century'~ rehcs 11ml do­
i,ws nrc 1u·ccio11s, not mere I,. n ~ 

hecnnf,\e they ore n humlrcd 
yonrR old, hut hecnu~e "they are 
which tcl-4tify of thmn, ,, of the 
generations thnt went hefon:. 
\Ve admire the mountains, not 
hccnuse of their cliizy height 
a)ono, hut. for thnt those h1wc 
boon pns.-,ing through all ngcs 
tlrnt have been. \Ve ndmirc the 
starEi, nc>t on account of their 
hril1inncy nlonc, hut bcr.nu~e 
they looked clown on all wmer-

ntiun1-- of lllt.'ll. And :--uch an 
unction r1..•:-;t upon t.hc rtrnrni11H 
of our ,•e1wrahll! pioneer~. 

\Vhy nn• now the hnrnliworki-­
of a century witlwr1..1cl effoct~ of 
an anCl!~try thnt. i:-1 to-clny no 
more thnn if it ne\'er had hecn, 
handed down HM 'prccioui-- hcii·-
100111~ to om· (~hilclre11, and prized 
nho\'e nil others'? It iH hecanHe 

these rolic8 are not. without 
fi,tlwrz,; and mother~. They nl'e 
the title lluccls of homcli nwl 
lnrnl our ijinis once acqui r,•d, nrnl 
we are hut their )wit·~. I lenee 
ilo we cmlm.lm in memory':-1 cab­
inet. their elmusy tcncmt'n18, 
their rmlc ute11Hil~, their instru" 
nwnt~ so rough. their condw~ 
luhhcrlJ, their home ~pun litH'llt-i 

nml all their hmull-l have made. 
Our forefot hers ha\'c cortnin ly . 
pcrformml workB of filinl piety 
nnd wn, in memory of n worthy . . 
ancestry, thm't'hy challnngc tho 
fuHiltment of the first commnnd­
meut with promiH,!, "l\onor thy 
lhther nncl tlir mother." .. 


