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The nuthor of the Earl:r History of Ambler was born in . . 
Horsham, Montgomery Count~·. She was the daughter of ,vmiam 
Y. Hallowell, who tilled three hm.clred acres of land in Horsham 
township where her 1111ct•stors settled in 1724. Dr. Hough at
tended the Friends c;;ehool nt Horsham, grndunted from Swarth
more College in 1878, nncl entered the ,v omen's Medical College 
of Philndelphia where she received her diplomn in 1881. For a 
period of six months nfter her grnduntion, the nuthor wns an in
terne at the Stnten Island Hospital of New York, and in 1886 
marl'ied Dr. C. B. Hough of Bucks County. They moved to 
Ambler lmmeclintely, and nftcr practicing for n period of fifty 
years Dr. ~Iary Hough retired in 1931. She is a life long member 
of the Society of Friends. 





PREFACE • 

The publication of the Early History of Ambler 
was made possible through the untiring efforts of 
the author, Dr. l\fary P. H. Hough. She made many 
journeys to Philadelphia nnd searched the records in 
City Hnll for informntion concerning Ambler. At 
first, her intcrtlst wns n "hobby," but later it de~ 
velopcd into n keen desire to prcser\'c for posterity 
important happenings in the life of the community. 
~fnny of the old residents assisted with important 
data, but most of the work was done by the Doctor. 
Early in 1935, the editor nnd publisher of the Ambler 
News read a number of her manuscripts and pre
vailed upon the author to publish lier' writings in 
serial form, which covered about one year. IInving 
many requests for the }listory in book form, it wns 
decided to publish such a volume in 1936. Our con
tacts with the author were inspiring and refreshing. 
Dr. Hough, graced her profession admirably, and 
thoroughly demonstrated her unselfishness by giving 
her writings for the benefit of every one nnd proved 
conclusively that she was a credit to womanhood. 
Dr. '.Mary P. II. Hough is loved and held in high es
teem by all. 

HARRY HELLAR IO~LLY, 

Publisher. 





THE HARMER FAMILY lntors, but made their purchase tor 
Tho curly history of a part of tho the purpose of establishing a home 

loC'allty in J\tontgomel'y county now thereon. 
tho borough or Amblel' Is Intimately Eclwnrcl J\tatthews, n local nls• 
associated with tho lire or William torian ancl authority on land titles, 
Hnl'mCl' who was the first owner of tells us that after a short owner-
the ground which fs now the shi P, the Hanners sold their land 
borough. to tho Whltpalns. However, the 

He erected on It the flrst grlRl Harmers continued to live on thoJ 
mill. Ho was first to till its soft, and land ancl make Improvements, and 
to create within Its limits the first In 1715• the 408 acre trnct was 
Industry-a fulling mlll, whereby bought back from John and Ann 
his family and tllo settlers of tho Whitpain for 200 pounds. 
surrounding country could he pro• In the following year, Wm. Har
vldecl with clothing and blankets mer was the sole owner of thliJ 
for thefr comfort nnd proteetion. land by tho assignment of his bro-

Wllllnm Harmer was the son of tiler's share to him. 
George Harmer, of l\fouden, In the We have no record that ,vm. 
Parish of Reborem, Wfltshlro, Harmer built a "block-house'' of de
Englnnd, who In 1682 with Revera! tense against the savage Indian, 
Quaker colonists emigrated t:, who lived In the locality, nor do we 
America for the purpose of es tab- ha \'e any record that he was on 
llshlng a home In u country whore anything but friendly relations 
religious freedom was tolerated. wfth the Red Man, and undoubted-

It Is 1>resumed that he was a mnn Jy the Indian, because of the kind
of Influence and property Judging ness he received, looked on Mr. 
from his actfvltfcs and purchases Harmer as n new brother. 
In tho new land. Wm. Harmer wns in quest of 

A record of a deed Informs that abundant food and liberty, and de
he bought 250 acres of land for 8 sired to Jfve In peace wfth all men; 
pounds "In pensllvanla, 12 miles his time and energies were not 
northward of New Castle Towne." wasted In ftghtfng the native sav-

Another record rends that In 1715 ages or hunting for gold, but In
he owned an area of 130 acres tn stead were l-lJ>ent In cultivating h!s 
Phfladelphla In the locnlfty M land and making permanent Im• 
Chestnut Hill. provements for the comfort of him-

It Is howO\'er his ownership of self and his famfly. 
the lnnd now the Dorough or Am• The 1-Jarmers were members of 
bier that Interests those who en- Gwynedd Friends Meeting. Wm. 
Joy the study of local history. Harmer's name frequently appears 

This purchase called for 408 011 the records of the meeting. A 
acres received by Patent from Wm. side-light of his personnlfty Is 
Penn In 1682 and covered all the shown on these records In hfs ap
locnllty now the Borough with the polntmcnt to various committees. 
exception of a fraction of on acre In 1731, he was appointed by the 
at Rose Valley. It extended from meeting to draw up n certlftcato 
the Morris road to Gwynedd lfne. for a member who hacl the prospect 

In Holmes' map of original sur- of travellfng to the Darbadoes on a 
veys published In London about relfgloui- visit. 
1682 the locnllty of the Dorough It h3 presumed that he was trust
of Ambler is ldentlflecl by tho worthy nnd upright as fnr ns chat·• 
names of two brothers, George ancl ncter goes; his name frequently ap• 
,vm1nm Harmer as the owners. pears on legal papers and docu• 

Benn snys In his history of tho ments requiring the signature of a 
County that of the 13 persons reliable person. 
whose names appear on his map, Wflllam Harmer was one of th·.) 
the Harmers were probably the first who, after the country was 
only ones who were not Janel specu- settled, advocated the laying out 
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of roads or cart-ways In the new In 1771 to Joseph Morris, who held 
land. A petition to the Court, title until 1776, when he sold the 
which bears his signature, states: land to Joseph Detwiler, from 
"for want ot ,·onds we labor under whom the present owner Is de~
great difficulties and hnrdshlps, for cended. 
what Is more necessary than a con- WIii of WIiiiam Harmer 
venlent road to places of worshl1• I give unto my wife, Ruth, my 
and to mflls and market?" best feather bed and furniture, my 

It fs presumed that he wns un- two best pewter dishes, two pew
eelffsh by nature and did r,ot seek ter plates, two spoons, brass ket
a mono ply of business, a!J ls evl- tie. I also gl ve to my said wffe a 
denced by a petition to the court, black walnut chest, with drawers 
asking to have a certnln road con- under ft, whereof she shall be pos
flrmed. The petition read "In sassed during her life only. 
order that the Inhabitants might I give the same chest after my 
reach the mfll of David Williams wife's decease unto my daughter, 
of Plymouth, tho mill was built on Ruth Thomson. and I give and de
a spring which neither the draughts vise to rny son John Harmer and 
ot summer or tho wl nter frosh~ his heirs and assigns forever all 
hindered from supplying the neigh- that tract of 100 acres of land and 
hors with grinding when all or Improvements whereon my son 
most of the other mills nre dor- John Is seated In Upper Dublin 
mant during the aforesaid extreml- aforesaid, and I give and bequeath 
ties of weather. Our mill and others unto my son John, the sum of 25 
being so supplied In times of such Jhs. pensylvnnla, to be paid one 
necessity Jays under great dlfflcul- year after my decease towards 
ties too frequent at said mill and completelng tho house already be
desires that convenient roads to gun on the same land. And I wlll 
tho mill might he settled by au- that out of my other estate the 
thorlty." Rnme 100 acreR of land shnll be 

In the year 1716, WIiiiam Harm- clearf!d of all encumbrances It now 
er's sfgnnture again appears on a lies under In the general loan or
petition to the Court for n road flee. And I also give and bequeath 
from Gwynedd Meeting House to unto my son my servant tad, 
Plymouth l\leotlng thnt the same named John 1\fnckleway, and J 
might he settled by authority. The hereby nominate my trusty frlendi, 
road was laid out, but some In- Richard Martin of the city of Phlla .• 
habitants continued to plow It up and Matthias Aspdln of the Co. of 
nnd use the land for farming. Phlla. a merchant, my executor and 

Wm. Harmt>r died shortly after trusty friends and neighbors John 
making his will In 1731. He men• Jones carpenter. and John Bnrtho• 
tloned In his will his eight chfl• Jomow, my tniRteo and for the het
dren, but little or no Information ter payment of my just dehtR, 
concerning them or their descen- funeral ex)lellsfls and legacies, I do 
clants Is known. However. from a hereby a,~thorlze my said executorR 
deed dnted 1733, now 111 the JlORses- with the aRslRtance of my trustees 
sfon of Anno Detwiler, we learn to sell and convoy and sell nil nnd 
that his entire ()roperty of 408 every )lnrt of my landR to any per
acres was sold to MorrlR Morris. son that may )lllrchase the same 
He and hlR sons, Daniel nud Samuel and to put the ovorphts money at 
Morris, held title to this property Interest, the yearly Interest of 
from 1733 to 1759, when Daniel which shall he paid to her for her 
Morris died. Rllpport. I give and bequeath the 

One of the large tracts sold was principal sum aforesaid to be equal
that of 94 acres, on which was the ly dlvlclfld among my eight chfl• 
mitt erected by William Harmer. dren, 3hare and share alike. 
This tract was In the Southwest• And whereas my son-In-law 
ern part of the Borough near the Philip Wllllanrn, fuller, hath hereto• 
Wlssahlckon Creek, and was sold fore had tho use ot my fulling mm 
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3 years and 6 months, for which 
thero is Justly due me the sum of 
68 lbs. pensylvanla money, now my 
wlll Is that If the said Philip \Vil• 
llama shall after my decease make 
any demands agulnst my estate and 
demand payment of such demand
ablo debts or debt, then and In 
such case the 68 lbs. rent shall be 
demanded and Insisted upon or 
otherwise If the said Philip Wll
llums shall not make any such de
mands that then the rent shall not 
bo demanded of him. 

Much confusion has arisen con
cerning the Morris family, who 
wore the owners of this large acre. 
ago of the Borough In Its early 
years. 

No relatlc,nshfp existed between 
Morris Morris and Joseph Morris, 
tlH later owner. The former wat1 
t11, son of Evan Morris, who eml
gr11 tcd from Wales ancl sett led In 
RI< bland, Bucks County. Joseph 
Morris was a descendant of An
thony who was of J<;ngllsh descent, 
and settled In Burlington, N. J. 

Valuable records exist of the 
descendants of both Anthony Mor
ris and Morris Morris, many of 
whom are residents of Ambler 
Dorough and tho surrounding local
ities In Montgomery County. 

The history of the two branches 
and their descendants Is an Inter
esting story In Itself and the part 
they played In the life of this com
munity will be the subject of 11 
future article. 

During theso early seventy-five 
years, from 1682 when Wllllam 
Harmer first took possession t(' 
1769 when the sons of Morris Mor
ris sold ft to various purchasers, 
tho 408 ncres were one h'E\ct, 
sparsely settled and undivided by 
roads. 

There Is no record of any struc
ture on this tract, excepting tho 
grist mill located near the Wfssa• 
hlckon Creek, on the present Butler 
Pike, and a fulling mill, located on 
R tributary of the Wlssahfckon near 
the present Intersection of Rofff'3 
Mill road and Main street, both of 
which were erected by Wfllfam 
Harmer. 
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However, various needs arose, 
which led to the laying out of roads 
which cut up this tract. One road 
William Harmer himself erected In 
order to connect his mills with the 
Dothlchcm Pike, which was on the 
East of his land. Tho other roa<\ 
was established for the benefit of 
the Quakers who wante<l a con
venient road to their place of wor
ship which they had establlshed at 
Plymouth Meeting In 1712. 

Another road came at the re
quest of John Burk, who owned a 
mill on the Wfssahfckon to the 
South or the Harmer tract. H,,, 
like Wtlliam Harmer, als1 Jesircd 
access to tho Bethlehem Pike. 

These three roads exist today as 
streets In the Ambler Dorough. 
'rhey are: Mt. Pleasant nvenue, 
Butler Pike, and Church street, all 
or which are connected wlth the 
Bethlehem Pike, then known as the 
North Wnles Road. 

l\ft. Pleasant Avenue as now call• 
ed, antedates by nine years 
the present much travelled Butler 
Pike. It was confirmed by the court 
In the year 1730 as a publlc road 
In order that the Harmer fullln~ 
and grist mflls might be convenient
ly reached. Its course as then laf<l 
out by the court Is practically tho 
same as ft Is today with the exce;>• 
tfon of tho abandonment of a por• 
tlon of Helff"s l\1111 Road, a name 
by which a part of ft was 'later 
known. 

Butler Avenue follows the line or 
the Butler Road laid out In 173!1. 
It Is still known by Its original 
name, although It Is called hy var
ious names In many of the old 
deeds. 

Church Street, as nor,~ called, 
was known as Burk's Road In the 
early dnys. Through the petition of 
John Burk ft was placed under the 
Jurisdiction of the Court as a public 
highway In the year 1744. 

MILLS 
In the early years of the settle

ment of tho country, the grains 
which the Inhabitants cultfvnted on 
their plantations were converted 
Into a form suitable for food nt 
mills called Grist Mills, erected in 



the locality where the people llvetl. 
The settlers were entlr~ly depend
ent on the grinding uf the mills (or 
most of their food, because there 
was no shipment from distant 
points as exists at the present day. 

In addition to these grist mllls 
which provided food, thero wns 
need of saw mills to convert the 
timber of the surrounding foresta 
Into lumber for building operations, 
and of fulling mills to provide 
blankets and clothing for the com
fort of the people. 

Until steam power come Into 
use, the only way known by the 
settlers by which these mills couhl 
be operated was by means of wa
ter, a power nvnllnble only on 
creeks, or near strong Rprlngs of 
water. In such localities one or 
more mills were to be found. The 
location now the incorporated 
Dorough of Ambler was therefore a 
place well suited for the e1·ection 
of these mills due to tho existence 
here of the Wissnhlclcon Credc 
with four tributaries, In addition to 
several strong springs of water. 
Owing to th2se ravornblo condi
tions, nine mills, lncht<llng saw 
mills and n clo\·er nn<l fulllng mill, 
were erected within tho limits or 
on Its boundary lino. These mlll3 
were In active operation for nenrly 
200 years, and they brought gettlorn 
from fnr sections of tho countn 
and pro\'lded them with three 
necessities of life: food, shelter, 
and clothing. These mills wero 
known far nnd wide during the Rev
olutionary War and helped to sup
ply tho American nrmy with food. 

No one thing has given the 
Borough tho charming experlenco 
like the romanco associated with 
these nine mills. Tho old wnter 
wheel Is sung In song nnd told In 
story nnd will ever be hold sacretl 
because of Its associations. 

The man who· brought the ernln 
to ho ground wo11ld he asked by the 
miller whether he would pay for tt 
or toll It, and the answer given 
would depend upon the nmount or 
money ho pos!wf:lsed. This custom 
made the following song very 
popular: 
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"Happy Is the miller that mills hy 
hlnh,elf, 

Happy Is he who Is the gainer o( 
his wealth, 

Hand in the hopper, and other In 
the hag, 

The wheel goes around amt il•.l 
calls out 'grab'." 

The trip to the mill was usually 
mnde on horse back whe11 the bag 
of flour would be thrown over the 
ltorso In front of the rider and 
slmllarllly placed on the return 
journey. One record reads, "a mun 
had a tame bull which performed 
this duty." Another record reads 
"a man \Hui In advance of tho time 
In his method of carrying his grain 
to be ground, for ho mnde a wheel 
from a tree hy means of a snw and 
then made a good support for logs, 
and n lnrgo amount of grain coulci 
thus be carried." 

During tho years of their opera
tion there were few occupations 
open to women. Often however, 
they could get wot·k at the grist 
mills. ~trs. Thomas .l{endordlno, a 
Jong time resident of tho Dorough, 
frequently c>nrned $6.00 at the local 
mill while Jnhorlng for two weoks 
at odd times. For this amount ot 
money, she was required to shell 
100 bushels of corn, equlvnlent to 
two hay wugons full, n labor 
which required her to feed the shell
er nnd at the same time turn Its 
wheel. The Rame nmount of motH!Y 
was earned by her In preparing th~ 
bolting cloth for sifting purposf!~ 
at the mill. 'I'hls work wns most 
tedious because the cloth was made 
of silk helng 24 yards In length, 
nnd required Intricate preparation 
for its work. 

There Is 1·omanco In tho rnc,is 
with which the locality was dott~d. 
They were Indispensable for opera
ting the mills, hut nsicle from their 
usefulness they ndded nu addition
al chnrm. Dams hnd to be bunt to 
convey tho water Into these 
races. Those meas ended In what. 
were called forebays, tho part of 
the mill race wh 1.ffe tho water fell 
upon the wheel. At the rorobay 
was n sluice gate mnde like n big 
pnddle, with u lever to raise or 



lower It. When It was rali.;ed, the to th£> village,· unnene,l his hors;:i 
wat£>r would be rel£>nscd nnd fall so much that he was scarcely nble 
upon the wheel whkh had Jnrge to get the home under control In 
t·ups In lt. The force of the wnter time to pny his toll at the toll gnte 
In these would start th-:: big wheel located on Tiuller Avenue Mtween 
which was connected with the shnft Chestnut and Maple streets. 
which turned the mill grinder. Hy The return journey was ev'!n 
menns of the power thus ootnlnctl more hnznrdous owing to the nece.,;
from the water, the grain would bo slty of <'rosslng the tracks of the 
pulverized Into flour by the force of railroad especially since the road 
one stone upon another. took a diagonal course across them. 

When these mills were In actlvo Although nothing remains today 
operation there wns bnt one rond, to mnrk the places where these 
known as Reiff's ~1111 Road, which nine mills once stood, their lo:!a• 
gave an outlet to the section of the lions are accurately determined by 
country north of Outler avenue. It the wills of the owners, deeds of the 
wnR extensively used because it properties. and memories of the 
Jed to the fuJJlng mill. It was fr~- oldest Inhabitants. To later genera• 
quently In deeds called "Fulling lions, they nre generally known by 
)fill Lane." It was also at one time the name of the latest owftfir. 
('alled "the Dam Road" because th,:, Their locations as designated in 
dam of water was lornte<l on it. An present day, and later names are 
umuslng experience of Mrs. Reltt as follows: 
has been handed down to us: she 1. Plumly ~tllJ, first owned by 
said she never recovered from tho Wm. Harmer, located on the trl• 
humiliation she felt when she was angular lot at the interRection of 
ncc·used by a stranger or using pro• !'\1orrls Road and Butler avenue. 
fane language when he wished to 2. Fulling Mill, at the intetsec
be directed to the fulling mill and tlon of Mein Street and Tennis 
!!he told him to take "the Dom Avenue. 
Road." 3. Thomson Mill on Mt. Pleasant 

Samuel Shoemaker, a life long A venue. 
resident, says that th1s dum was 4. CJo\'er and Chopping and Snw 
very lnrge and cover<>d n piece of !'\1111 at thEI northeast comer of But
Jund In extent as large as the pres- Jer A ,·enue and Spring Garden 
ent Asbestos works nnd ,.>roperty of Streeti.;. 
Crnft's coal and lumber yard. 1t 5. Reiff Mtll, now 302 Butler Ave>• 
wnH surrounded bv willow trees nue. 
and wns cleaned o,1t once In three 6. Wertsner Mill, on the '.\lorrls 
ypars. As a child, Samuel enjoyed Road, nenr Butler A \'enue. 
watehlng this perrotmance of 7. Hague J\filJ, on Iletilkh~m 
cleaning because of the many var- Pike near Hague's Mm Road 
!Plies of fish and animal lite visible 8. Known as the Durk MIH ,-.n 
when the bottom was reached. the Morris rond near the term;·:mi,,. 

WalJace Mammal, a resident nt of Church street. 
thlH time, relates hlH experience 9. Erected n short dlstan,::e 1), ... 
with this dam. A considerable wu- :vond the Burk Mfll which "hn:l 
terfnll was formed where It ov~r- gone to rlecay," later converted lo
flowed the race and made conshl- to a silk mill. 
ernble noise. Beyond the dam were PLUMLEY'S MILL 
two rlclcety bridges, one co,·erl~g The first grist mlll In the Jo. 
the race on Helff's Mill road and callty now the Borough of Ambler, 
the other a smull creek, the waters stood on the triangular lot at the 
of whkh were continued to the Intersection of the Morris road nnd 
mill at the brldge. He said that the Butler nvenue. This piece of land 
noise of the waterfall and of tho was originally a part of that on 
two rickety bridges, which he was Its north from which It was de
obliged to cross every time he came tached when the authorities gave 
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Butler avenue a straight route at 
this location In place of a former 
curve which those travelling on 
the hlg_hway were obliged to take. 
This mill was erected by Wtlllam 
Harmer as his will Informed us. 
\Ve may quory why he sel<:cted 
this site as the most suitable one 
for Its erection. We presume that 
soon after he made his purchase of 
the tract of 408 acres, he took an 
outlay of his land In order to find 
the best site on It for his home 
and a mlll, and that he was quick 
to perceive the advantage offered 
at Butler ave. and Morris road for 
three reasons: First, because a 
spring was discovered here which 
would give him an abundant supply 
of excellent water. Second, as assur
ance of power whereby he could 
operate his mill because of the 
close proximity of .• 1e Wlssablck
on creek and Its tributary on the 
north. And third, the site was 
chosen because of the hill-side, lat
er known as Detwller's Hill. This 
elevation of ground with the south, 
ern exposure would give his milt 
and home some protectlop from the 
wintry blasts. 

His first effort was spent In the 
erection of hie grist mill so that 
he could be provided with food, 
and In tho meantime or until he 
could build a suitable place for 
his home, he lived In a cave carv
ed In the hlllslde, ns was frequent
ly done by the early settlers. The 
diary of a contemporary said "We 
settled In a cave on ye bank of 
ye hill till we could build." We 
can picture In our minds the grati
fication of Wm. Harmer and his 
family when they chose this loca
tion for their home nnd grist mtll 
because of these desirable features. 

Evidently William Harmer's chil
dren had no desire to possess this 
land since at his death In 1733, 
the entire tract passed to the Mor
ris family. It was held Intact by 

Samuel ~forrls and the J.<'ulllng 
mill by Daniel Morris. 

One can almost live In the social 
atmosphere of the Harmer mill dur
f ng Its occupancy by Samuel Mor
ris. We cnn picture the frequent 
visits here of his sister, Sarah, 
the third wife of James Paul, who 
owned .the grist mill less thou a 
half mile south on the Wlssahfck
on, and of his niece Susanna Mor
ris, the wife of Thomas Mifflin, the 
first Governor of Pennsylvania. 
We can Imagine the thrills they 
felt In those family gatherings 
when their mother, Susanna Heath 
Morris, took a day off from her 
home duties at Hope Lodge, the 
famous historic mansion In White• 
marsh, built, some authorities say, 
by h~r sou Samuel, and retold 
again and again. h13r exciting ex
perience In a ship wreck In one 
of her three voyages made to 
foreign countries, which she as a 
Quaker minister took for the sake 
of her religion. Undoubtedly 
these family gatherings were held 
often at the old mill. Samuel was 
a Royalist during tho Revolution• 
ary War and had lost many friends 
and needed the sympathy of his 
family and their companionship. 
Samuel, hnvlng been JIited by tho 
one he cared for, remaf ned a 
bachelor. Ho never returned to 
Hope Lodge where he Intended to 
reside after his marriage, but lived 
alone In the mill, leaving the man, 
slon to the care of bis parents. 

In the year 1769, on the death 
of Samuel Morris and his brother 
Daniel, t110 owners of the 408 acres 
purchased by Wm. Harmer In 1682, 
the land was divided and sold to 
various pu rchnsers; and from thl~ 
time, the history of the locality be
comes the history of r.;m1erous In• 
dlvlduals who owned parts of this 
tract. Eighty.four ncres of the 
land with the grist mill wore sold 
to John Stevens of Upper Dublin, 
for which he paf d 1000 pounds, or 
$5,000. 

Morris and bis sons, Samuel and Steven's owned the 84 ncres for 
Daniel, uutll the latter's death In fifteen years, or until 1771 when ft 
1759. In these Intervening years, was sold to Joseph MorrltJ who 
the grist mill was operated by bought It for his son who Intended 
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to reside on tho land after hl8 Adjoining the mill house Is n never 
manfage to 1mzabeth Dawes. fut!lng spring or water irnd other 

In t 776, Joseph Detwiler bought out buildings:· . 
for $10,000, from Joseph Morris, 
the 84 acres on which the grist mill Sheriff WeJls sold the property 
was located. A short time after lJel· or Wm. Earnest and his wife, Lucy, 
wfler made this purchase, he de• who remained the owner for II) 
tached eight acres, the portion on years. In 1856, Abraham Fuller, 
which the mill stood, with no dwell• from Doylestown Township bought 
Ing house Included, and deeded the ft but was only a temporary owner. 
same to "Owt,n Smith,'' who had It was In the possession or the 
married his daughter, Eliza. Smith Reiff and Detwiler rammes until 
was untortunate In his business 1871 when Edmund Plumly bought 
transactions, and In the year 184F,, ft. By this time, ft was shorn of all 
made an assignment to his cred• the attached lands but the ~a 
ftors, Addison May and I.ewfs Jonfls perches-the triangle between th~ 
who advertised the property for roads together with the dwellfngti 
sale on December 1 or that :,ear. on the Southwest corner or tho 

This sale b(I) which 18 In posses- cross roads. In the year 1880 during 
slon or the writer gives n good Its ownership by Plumly, ft was still 
description of the mill as ft was nt doing a good business as we are 
that time. From this description, ft Informed Crom an Item published 
Is not likely to have been the one In a Lansdale newspaper which 
erected by Wm. Harmer on ~he says ''E. Plumly, the proprietor of 
same site, because the early s~t- the Ambler flom mllJs, removed 
tiers did not build their mflls with the old style hopper and replaced 
three stories. However, ft gives us It with a fan and separator, con• 
a good description of the mm as it nected with ft which allowed noth
wae over one hundred years ago. Ing but pure wheat to pass through" 
ThlB sale bfll reads ae follows: In 1887, Anna Jane Mercer, a re~-

"A valuable merchant and grist fdent of Philadelphia, Invested 
mill situated In Upper Dublfn · largely In real estate In the locaUtv 
Township, Montgomery Co., at tho and among her purchases was the 
Junction of the Norristown and Mor- land on which the grist mm Wilt! 
rls roads, one rnflo north east of tho located together with a tract on th~ 
Broad Axe tavern, and propelled hy north and opposite to the mfll on 
the waters or the Wlssnhlckon which there was a barn. She made 
creek, together with 8 acres and 2!.I the purchase for the purpose of de• 
perches of land. molfshfng these two bulldfnis 
"The mfll house Is a large and com• which to her mind were detrimental 

modfous three story stone l:~11ldfn~ to the beauty of the surro11ndfngs. 
39 x 48 ft., 2 water wheels, with 12 The Joss of the old grist mm which 
feet head and mu, 4 run of French posseHsed "a beauty that wns a Joy 
burr mill stones, patent smut mn- forever," was greatly lamented by 
chine, 4 bolting cloths, hopper boy, those who appreciated the charm 
nour and grain elevators, hulling possessed by these historic sites. 
stones, and all other necessary In 1902, Ann Detwfler, a descendant 
machinery, In good order and re- of an earlier owner, purcha!Jed the 
pairs, for doing an extensive mer- Jot on which the grist mlll had 
chant or grist business In an ex- stood, hnvlng made the purchn1;e 
cellent location for procuring for the purpose of destroying the 
grain. water right. 

"A part of the mfll house Is The race which supplied the mfll 
finished for a dwellfng, affording :::! was from tho Wfssahfckon and R 
comfortable rooms on the ser.on,t im1all stream of water which cross• 
floor, and 4 on the 3rd floor; stone eel the Morris Road about one 
barn (nearlr new) 25 x 30 ft. with eighth of a mile above Its lntet se.!• 
stabling for 3 horses and 3 cows. tfon with Butler avenue. The out-
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line of this old race can be traced 
at the pres1=mt day. 

The history of the old Harmer 
mill would be Incomplete without 
reference to the part it played In 
the past In the establishment of the 
well known route of travel knowu 
as the :\!orris Road, on which It was 
situated. 

The Hoad was confirmed by tho 
Court in the year 1 i63 as a public 
highway. As its course was laid om, 
it extended from Garret Clement's 
Mill in Salford Township to Sam
uel Morris' In Upper Dublin. Be
tween the years 1734 to 1763, tho 
Court refused several times to 
gram it, due to the petitions of 
other Inhabitants who offered many 
objections. One outstanding oiJje~
tlon made by those who opposed tho 
laying out of this road was that it 
was unnecessary because tho Skip
pack and Bethlehem Pikes were 
sufficient to meet the needs of the 
people. This protest sent to the 
Court was as foHows: 

"Whereas the petioners of sd. 

ting, a resident of tho Borough 
when it was Incorporated and later 
its Postmaster. It has been told tu 
articles on local h I story in tho f'>l• 
lowing words: 

"By the side of the race of the 
Plumly ~1111, there was a hut occu
pied by a negro named Black Bill. 
In this hut a fugltlrn slave had 
secreted himself. When it became 
known, the officer of the law arrest
ed him and took him before the 
Squire for commitment to jail or 
safe keeping, until his master 
should come for him and prove hil:I 
property. It became noised about 
and quite a number of people col
lected there, among them some 
abolitionists. While tho magistrate 
was preparing the commitment, the 
slave, who was lying on the bank 
outside of the house, wa~ urged by 
the abolitionists to run for his 
life and pointed out the direction 
tor him to take. He at once put oft' 
with all the effort he could make 
toward the Wlssnhlckon Creek, 
which was covered on its side wltll 
forests, adding to his safety aud 
freedom." 

FULLING MILL 

Twp. hath here set our hands crav
ing the honorable Court to see Into 
it concerning a Rd. that is lightly 
to go through our township: Where
as we think it needless and very Eight or the nine mills which 
troublesome to our township, tor yo once existed In the locality now the 
said Samuel Morris hath already Borough of Ambler wero operated 
a road laid out from his mtll to ye for tho 1rnrposo of grinding tho 
great road of guined, nnd this not grains, which, from the standing 
exceeding n mile and a quarter of mastication and flavor, could be 
from ye great road of Si<lpal; which greatly improved for food for tho 
run on the same course given, ur inhabitants and their domestic ani-
12 miles." mals. However, the mill known as 

This protest had twenty-seven the Fulling mill was operated for 
signatures and was dated l\for~h nearly 160 years, for tho solo pur
l 734. In all the protests tor this pose of converting tho sheep's wool 
road which were sent to the Court Into blankets and materials for 
In the years between 173t and wearing apparel. This Jlrominent . 
17fj3, the end of Its route waR given mill was located at tho Intersection 
as at Samuel l\lorrls' mill. Althougi1 
the road was not confirmed until of Main Street nnd Tennis A venue 
after the sale of the mill to Jonn as designated at the present day 
Stevens, It was named for Samu~! on the property now owned by 
Morris because of the efforts he Mrs. Arthur Richard Iliff. The 
made to have It laid open to me•1t mill stood at tho rear or about fifty 
the needs of the Inhabitants. feet east of the house which her 

The following Incident occurred family now occupies. It was erect
at the Plumly Mill In the days when ed by William Harmer some time 
slavery was a burning question. It previous to the year 1728 ns we 
was authenticated by Thomas Bit• aro Informed from tho following 
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clause In his wlll written in the right owner should claim him, or 
year 1731 :- till he becomes forfeited by the 

"Whereas my son-in-law Philip Prop." 
\Vflllams, having heretofore had ,ve doubt If the owner was ever 
the use of my I<'ulllng Mil for three found as the rider and owner of 
years and six months, there is due the horse was possibly kllled by an 
me the sum of 58 pounds." Jndlan. With this addition to tho 

"'llllam Harmer's keen insight possessions of \Vm. Harmer, we 
fn business matters can be seen, can truthfully say, as proved by 
as in the case of his grist mill, in available records, that the hum of 
the selection of this site for his industry in the locality of the llor• 
Fulling mfll. He found here one ough began with a grist mill, a 
of the strongest sJlrlngs of water Fulling mill, and a horse. 
on his land-a pivotal point to the \Vm. Harmer's executors carried 
early settlers in their selection of out the provisions of his will and 
locations for their homes and milts. sold the entire tract to 1\lorris l\lor
This spring was very near the lar- ris. The latter's son, Daniel, op. 
gest tributary of the Wissahickon ernted tho mill until his death in 
which flowed through his planta- 1759, referring to his fulling mill 
lion. Thlo tributary gave him un• in his will. His wife, Tacy Owen 
usual advantages for the successful Morris, was his executrix; and she 
operation of the proceRs of fulling. sold the mill and 24 acres of the 
First it was fed on its route by sev- original tract of 408 acres to Arthur 
eral springs and thereby gave a 11 d 1 
guarantee of freedom from surface Dradis, who is ste as tie owner 

in the tax list of the year 1776. water, one of the essential require-
ments for washing the wool. Sec- Arthur Bradis willed the mill and 
ondly it had a rapid descent in its the 24 acres on which it stood to 
course, and gave n fall of 15 or 16 his daughter, Mary, the wife of 
feet of water from the dam to the Isaac Davis. In 1793, she bought 
mill. From this fall he was at all 55 additional acres from the heirs 
times assured of power to operate of Daniel McVaugh, who was a 
the mlll, although much of the member of the Durk family wl10 
work was done hv looms. owned n.n adjoining plantation. 

We feel confident of the haJlJli• This tract of 55 acres joined the 
ness and comfort enjoyed by \\'m. 24 acres which she had inherited 
Harmer and his family of eight from her father. 
children with the assurance of food The tract of land bought by 
and clothing as provided by his Mary Davis extended to the Bethle
grist and FuUing mill. We have hem Pike, and Isaac Davis took nd
no information in regnrcl to hin vantage of the opportunity offered 
possession of tlae necessities re- for business by the road side on 
quired in the cultivation of the soil, this much travelled highway nnd 
the sowing and rea1ll11g and the opened n tavern, or house for the 
clearing of the forests. acconunodntfon of the public, which 

From the following record, how• Inter became the private home of 
ever, given in James Logan's let- Isnac Ambler, owned in the pres
ters and papers to \Vm. Penn, and ent dnv bv the Hogan family. 
signed by his SecrE.'tan· we nre Mntthe,vs says thnt a public house 
~old that he became pos~~ssed of n existed here between the years of 
horse in n manner ns therni11 re• 1758 nnd 1772. We do not know 
lated. This record reads as fol- whether this house, the first one 
lows:- e1·ected in the Borough for public 

"Being lnformeo by Wm. Harn~er use, wns a stage tavern, which held 
that a certain stray horse hns been the same place in the community 
at hfs plantation nbout 4/3 of a year as the )urge hotels of the present 
without having any owner for ye day, or a wagon stand where team. 
same, I hereby order that William sters excluded from the stage 
Harmer keep the said horse tlll the tavern, frequently stayed over night 

13 



and slept on a bag ot hay on the congregations ot the boys or the 
floor of the bar room. Dorough for their recreations. 

A portion of thlR house showR The mill was 1·E:ached trom nut• 
evidence of considerable age. Dur- ler avenue first by a lane extend
Ing the days of Its popularity as a Ing only to the mill and was called 
etoppfng place for the public, the the 1'"'111llng Mill Lane. Later, when 
house was situated close to the the Reiff tamlly became prominent 
Bethlehem Pike, but when tlte in the locality and the country be• 
authorities changed Its course as ('8nte more thickly settled, the fn
exl!Jts today, its value as a bust- haLltants desired a road to enable 
ness location was damaged and we them to reach the country beyond 
presume ft was at that time that the mill and the lane, the terminus 
Davis retired from the hotel busl- of which on Butler avenue was a 
ness and gave his whole time to short dfstance ea~t or the bridge, 
the Interests of his Fulling Mill. then became a public road and was 

In the year 1832, Andrew Ambler called Refff's MIil Road. In 1866, 
became the owner of the Fulling Jonathan Lukens began his real 
MIU and the eighty-three acres on estate operation In the land now 
which ft was located. He opera·t• the Borough and laid out Main 
ed ft until his death In 1850. When street. This road gave access to 
he purchased ft, the building was the country north from Butler ave
very much out ot repair as ft had nue, and from that time, the people 
been fn use over 100 years, and he had little need tor travel on Relff's 
was obliged to practically rebuild It. road, nnd fn the year 1902, when 
His wife, and son, Lewis, continued the railroad built a subway for a 
the business after his death, but crossing at Maple street, It was 
due to more Improved methqds of closed entirely tor travel from But• 
weaving, the amount or work be- ler avenue to the latter street. 
came limited. A Mr. Bringhurst For some years, e\'en when the 
owned the mill next, and It was Newtown mill, owned by the Jenks 
during his ownership that It was family, was closed for business, the 
destroyed by fire on December 31, Ambler Fulling Mill served the 
18tf9. people of the surrounding country. 

During the years ot the Civil Undoubtedly ot the six Fulling 
War, many blankets were shipped mills which Dean's history tells us 
from this mill for the use of the were In existence In Montgomery 
soldiers fn the Union Army. Henry County In the year 1795, the one 
C. Biddle and Thomas Gillin. life• located in Ambler was the last to 
long residents of the locality, are survive this Important industry: an 
In possession of blankets woven in Industry which for nearly one hun• 
the Ambler Fulling Mill. The mill dred and fifty years, brought to the 
was considered an Important Item locality, the Borough of Ambler 
of Industry In the community and and to Inhabitants living many 
the work usually required the miles distance, daily essentials for 
labor of five men. At all times, their comfort. 
even In the dullest seasons, two MARY AMBLER 
men were employed to operate the 
looms. The Fulling Mtll is so closely 

The race, which run parallel and aSBoclated with Mary Ambler for 
very near the street known as Bel· whom the Borough ls named, ft ls 
rnont avenue, supplied the mill with appropriate that fn connection with 
water. A dam as a reservoir for the Its history some reference be made 
race was located fn the meadow a to Jier life and actlvftles fn the com
short distance east of the mill on munlty. 
land tater the property ot Dr. n. v. Mary Ambler was the daughter 
Mattison, belonging at an earlier of Abigail and Benjamin Johnson of 
day to the Hart family. The breast Richland Township, Bucks County. 
work of this darn fs still In exist- She married Andrew Ambler on 
encc and Is a famous centre for the May 14, 1829. They resided at the 
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MARY AMBLER'S HOMESTEAD 
Located at the intersection of Main Street and Tennis Avenue and understoot'l to be 

the oldest house in Ambler. A Fulling Mill was in operation on the land prior to 1731 and 
it is presumed that Philip Williams, (son-in-law of William Harmer) lived in the home 
while operating the mill. Arthur Broade.s bought the property and made extensive <tltera
tions in 1765. Andrew and Ma:-y Ambler came into possession of the homestead in 1831 
and it is now the residence of Mrr,. Arthur R. Iliff and her daughters, Lucinda and 
Cynthia. The house still contains thP. large fireplace.a, dutch oven for baking and arched 
vaults in the cellar for the storage of root vegetables. 





Petition of 43 Inhabitants for Laying Out 
Mt. Pleasant Avenue In 1730 

Petition in the year 1730 for the road from North Wales road to William 
Harmer's mill and into sd. road at Dr. StroghHz. 

To the justices of the Court, the humble 1>etition of WHliam Harmer 
and several other inhabitants unlug William Harmer's mill, sheweth :-

That there is occasion for a road to be laid out from the great road 
leading to North Wales through the lands of said William Harmer to the 
said William Harmer's mill thence down the line~ between White Marsh and 
Dublin thence to the road by Dr. Strogh!tz. 

' Will be pleased to have proper persons to lny ou~ ye said road that It 
may be confirmed at the next Court. 

Dec. 1730. Whereas r,n order of Court wa•; granted to William Harmer 
and others for obtaining n road to and from his mill and was ordered that 
any four of them should view and lay out ye snme and In pur11uancc 
thereof we whose names are given ha\'e viewed and by help of survey laid 
out ye same. To begin at ye North Wales road through the lands of William 
Harmer south on ye lhH's of Whitemarsh and Dublin thence to ye cref:k to ye 
same course to ye road above Sandy Ru\1, by Dr. Stroghitz. 
43 signature. Road docket, M. 37, City Hall. Phlla. 

PETITIONERS FOR FIRST ROAD FOR PUBLIC TRAVEL IN AMBLER.PA. 

ROAD DOCKET CITY HALL M 37 ,t7 





home of his parents tn Montgomery 
Square until Andrew completed bis 
three year apprenticeship with bis 
father who followed the weaving 
trade for many years. At the ex
piration of the three years, Andrew 
1>urchased the Fulling Mtll and 
eighty-three acres tn the locality 
now Ambler, and operated the same 
successfully until bis death March 
7, 1850. His wife survived him 
eighteen years, her death occurring 
on August 18, 1868. 

During the years of her widow• 
hood, she operated the mill with 
the help of her son, Lewis, who was 
married and lived in the house still 
standing at the forks of the road at 
Main Street and Tennis Avenue. 
The Fulling Mill and home of his 
parents was in the same locallty on 
east side of Main Street, now the 
homo of Mrs. Arthur Richard lliff. 

l\lary Ambler had seven 
sons and one daughter. The 
names of three of these, Andrew, 
Isaac, and Lewis, appear in the mtli• 
tary list of 1864; Lewis ls listed as 
a manufacturer, Andrew as a car-
1>enter and Isaac as a farmer. 

ed a reprimand from Aunt Mary 
who replied, "Don't thee kuow that 
it la wrong to say 'April fool''? Thee 
should say, 'Fourth month dunce'." 
All of which goes to prove that she 
was a woman strong in her convic
tions and felt that it was not in con
formity with the worship of the 
true God to honor the heathen gods 
by naming the months for them. 

She was a fratl wuman and in 
weight never P.xceeded ninety 
pounds. She was much interested 
in the care of the sick, and for that 
reason made her home a temporary 
hospital at the time of the railroad 
accident in 1866. Her friends and 
neighbors always found her willing 
to help In times of sickness among 
them. These frequent aids which 
she rendered to those re.siding In 
the community and her response to 
tho Macedonian cry for help at tho 
time of the said rccldent, prove her 
worthy of the honor conferred on 
her by the officials of the railroad 
company, who, on July 20, 1869, one 
year after her death, changed the 
name ot the station from WJssa• 
hlckon to Ambler in her honor, a 
name later adopted by the village 
and post office. 

THE CLOVER MILL 

She held strf ctly to the formalf • 
ties of the day as held by some of 
the members of her religious sect. 
Samuel Shoemaker says that, when 
a small boy in company with his The mill usually designated aa 
cousin, Tacy Acuff, he spent an en· the · Clover Mill, located at the 
joyable afternoon visiting Mrs. northeast corner of Butler Avenue 
Ambler's boys. When it came time and Spring Garden Streets, was 
for their departure, Tacy, the first erected about the year 1810, as we 
to give the final greeting, said, are informed from the will C\t 
"Good-bye.'' and received a severe Arthur Dradis which is as follow1,: 
reprimand fl'om her hostess who "I devise to my daughter Mary 
said, "Don't thee know that all good all that tract or land comprising 2t 
little Quaker girls say 'farewell'?'' acres which I purchased of Daniel 
Samuel had advantage or his cousin Morris, and all that other land, ad• 
and was made wise in the good joining the above mentioned tract 
usages of the Society and with the containing 56 acres purchased of 
air of one who was well trained in tho heirs of Raebel M, Vaugh, and 
such, said, "Farewell, Aunt Mary.'' it is my will that my daughter Mary 
and received n favorable compll• and the owner of the tract of 24 
ment from her. acres devised to her shall have the 

The experience of another cousin privilege of damming the water 16 
bas been told by the late Isaac Shep- poles on the adjoining lands, de
pard. This cousin, at a frolic of the vised to my son Peter Dradis, and 
children at the Amfller home on a also the privilege of the ditches now 
certain first day of April, succeeded fixed on the sides of said land for 
in trapping Aunt Mary and thereby watering of the meadows 3 days a 
said "April fool!" She, too, recelv· week, till the mill shall be bunt on 
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the adjoining lands devised to my 
son Peter." 

Peter Bradls died in the year 
1831. In the following year the tract 
of eighty-three acres was sold to 
Andrew Ambler, and in the deed 
given, a grist mm ls mentioned. 
The children of Andrew Ambler and 
their contemporaries always spoke 
of it as "The Clover Mill," one to 
which the inhabitant brought their 
clover grQds to have the seed separ• 
ated from the cha.tr. The business 
was not a protltable one and was 
of short duration, however the name 
has always clung to it. 

Evidently the Bradls family 
were thrifty people because they 
added a saw mill to the land, and 
for a period of time this mill had a 
triple duty to perform: grinding 
grain, sawing Umber, and culling 
clover seed. Because of this, the 
mill was distinctive in that it was 
the only one of the eight which 
we:·6 in the locality that did any 
work except grinding grain and 
sawing lumber. 

THE CLOVER MILL 
The saw mill sen-ed Andrew 

Ambler a useful purpose. He pur
chased tho land for the purp'ose of 
getting possession of the 1<1111ing 
Mill which had to be rebuilt be• 
cause of its many years of service. 
Therefore, because of th<) saw mlll 
which would convert the timber on 
his land Into lumber for use In his 
building operation, he was saved 
considerable expense In rebuilding. 

The following letter will give 
later generations some Insight Into 
the activities that existed In these 
early years ht this location: 

which stands at the corner of two 
roads here. It Is not the noise 
which she seems to mind, but that 
which she does not see right which 
fri!{htens her so terribly. The bank 
fs piled high here with great log~ 
--enormous ones, which the people 
have hauled here to have sawed 
into lumber. Another part of the 
bank ls plied high with lumber 
which fs ready to be hauled away 
by the owners. For a distance of 
at least two city squares, this Ium• 
ber, logs and parts of trees flll up 
the whole bank higher than my 
head on the side of the road. 

I wish I could rut spectacles on 
Des~ for I know that ff she could 
see that all tbfs was Just trees cut 
down, she would not be so scared. 
One day I hitched her to a post at 
the station and walked back to the 
sawmill In order to have a good 
look at all that was going on and I 
can tell you it was a great sight. 

Several teams came to unload 
their logs. One person had oxen in
stead of horses to haul them there. 
I got acquainted with the sawyer. 
His name Is James Allen. He has 
a little railway built from the road 
to the mill, and on this n truck 
loaded with hea\'Y timber was run 
by gravity to the mm. The sawyer 
fs a little short man. Oh, my! hut 
how strong he Is to handle such 
huge Jogs! He takes a big hook 
and without any help swings them 
on this railway ancl right to the 
saw's teeth they go. 

While there I was reminded of n 
poem I read some time ago which 
was as follows: 
"With watchful glance he goes, 

Dear Cousen Sue:- Slow moving down the road, 
Our fRrm Is sltuntecl about two The low, long, wagon, oxen drawn, 

miles fi·um tho station of Wlssn- And creaking with Its load, 
htckon. l\fy father Is in business He grasps the toilsome kant hook 
fn Philadelphia, and I take him to tight, 
the station every morning. I drive With horny hntHls and brown, 
a quiet horse called Bess. I drive And with the teamster's added 
"quiet" but If you could see her help, 
when she gets about 2 city squares The logs come thundering down." 
from the station you would say that They say that since 1800, a mfll 
she was anything but quiet, for it has been here, and that It was onco 
Is all I can do to keep her on her a clover mill, but I do not know 
feet. It Is all because of a saw mtll what that means. You can see 
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where it is some times used for a wise impede or obstruci the work 
grist mill. of said mill. 

At the present time they are 
shipping som~ of the lumber from 
this mlll to the armies in the South. 
The man who owns the house on a 
high hill east of the mill is named 
Wilson Childs of the firm of Wilson 
Childs and Co. of Philadelphia, and 
he gets his wood turning or some 
thing doue here so that it can ho 
made into wagons for the use of 
the Union army. He has a contract 
with tho Government. Johntv Luk
ens is the name of the mai1 who 
runs the mill. They say that he 
hought the mill so that he could 
supply this Philadelphia firm with 
the htmber they needed. Lukens 
bought it from Isaac Thoma8 who 
owns the store and post office on 
the pike. I guess Thomas would not 
have sold it if he knew how much 
money could be made by it on ac
••ount of the war. When I got tired 
of looking at all the excitement 
here I walked hack of the mill and 
wasn't there a big orchard! Just 
full of apple trees. nil the limbs 
hanging with apples everv color 
but blue. I took one to Bess. J 
wanted to tell about n party I went 
to Inst night, hut my candle is 
about burut out so I must stop. 

Good-bye, 
KITTIE. 

The race built to provide a flow 
of water to supply the mill with 
power to run Its whetls ran paraJlel 
with the present Race Street and 
the ereek which flows along its 
hanks. This race extended from 
near the bridge, which crosses the 
creek on Butler avenue, to the mill. 
This race was also supplied with 
water from n never failing spring 
which existed on the hillside of its 
route. The rare ended in a fore• 
hay at the mill. The distinct out• 
line of this is still seen in the curve 
of Race street at the Spring Garden 
st r~et intersection. 

'l'he old race was gradually filled 
in. A large part of its couree was 
obliterated when the houses on 
H:H:e street were built. Here it 
saved the owners considerable ex· 
pense, as it8 existence obviated the 
11ecessity of digging cellars. It 
served double duty hecause it also 
supplied the railroad with water us 
we are informed from an old lleed. 
This right was reserved in a deed 
which Jacob Reiff gave Jonathan 
Lukens In 1869, when he sold him 
5 acres, a part of which was later 
deeded to the 1·allroad. 

Lukens was granted the use of a 
certain street (later known as Race 
street) intended to be opened tc a 
depth of fifty feet parallel with 

A short time after Andrew Am- Butler avenue and the privilege of 
bier purchased the mill and had re• laying a pipe six inches in diameter 
built his 1',ulllng Mill he wished to of sufficient de))th underneath the 
be relieved of some of the cares at- soil south westerly from the mill as 
tachecl to the ownership of so much the same is constructed at the fore
land in order to devote his whole hay at the saw mill on the adjoining 
time to his trado of weaving. Ho lands of .Jonathan Lukens for the 
therefore detached thirty-six acres pm·pose of supplying the water for 
on which the mill stood and sold the use of the locomotive of the 
the same to Isaac Thomas, who railroad but not to cause any over
operated the mfll until the Year flow from the premises whenever 
186ri when ft was sold to Jonathan the pipe may neecl repairing. The 
Lukens. mill dam at the creek and the mill 

In the deed given, It is specified race were to he maintained for the 
that the race shalt ho kept clean In ))urpose of supplying water for the 
wfclth the space of ten feet and use of the loc(•motlve as well as 
also tho channel of the stream pass- for the use of tlt J saw mill. 
Ing from the chop)llng ·aml snw milt In 1879, the lot on which the mill 
locat( '. Lil said creek In order to stood was purchased by Josepll 
prevent tho rising and swelling back Levis. At this time, the only house 
of the water, which would other- near-by was nt the northwest corner 
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of Spring Garden and Race streets. 
The sawyer resided in this house, 
but. as the sale to Levis did not fn
ch.:.de ft, he built one for his home 
on the southeast corner of Race and 
Spring Garden streets. In 1885, 
l<~ranklin Sheppard bought one acre 
and 113 perches on which this house 
stood for which he paid $1825.00. 
'l'hls property is still owned by bis 
flOll, Harry Sheppard. A barn built 
by Levis was demolished in 1897. 

Except for a short time after its 
purchase by Lukens, the mill wae 
never used fo1• sawing lumber. 
There never has been, however, a 
discontinuance of business on the 
lot on which it was erected. The 
land on which the other mflls stood 
which c,nce existed in the locality 
are at the present day devoid of nny 
habitation on them; the historian 
has no visible markings whereby to 
}()Cate them. The Clover Mill on 
the other hancl has had a monument 
erected to Its memory: in the unin· 
terrupted years of business activf· 
tie.q conducted where It stood. Its 
locution has never fnilecl to contrib
ute to tho prosperity of the com
munity and the mainteunncc of a 
family. 

was supplied with a Cole wheel
barrow. 

When Cole retired, he had no sue· 
cessor. It was considered the best 
location In the village for business. 
John Reed opened a tin-smith 
shop on the second floor of the 
building and rented the first floor 
to B. F. Meyers, latl'f to Arthur 
Hayden, as a black smith shop. 
The gas from this latter business 
ruined the tin, and Heed was 
obliged to move elsewhere. He 
opened n. place of business on Main 
street known for many years as 
Heed's Hardware Store, late1· suc
cessfully managed by G. )I. Deck 
and Co. 

The lnpse of years did not dis
turb the opportunft ies for business 
which this location now ofTered. 
The mill for grinding corn, sawln~ 
lumher and c111lfng clover seed had 
gone to decay and many great 
changes had taken place In the 
locality. The intersection of two 
cvtmtry roads was displaced by 
paved streets in an fncorporatell 
Borough. There was a. rapidly 
growing population and real estato 
valuations were increasing. For 
some years previous, in 18,:J, n llfe 
long resident, Abram Stillwagon, 

A ~hort time after Jonathan with business Instinct, saw the 1ios
Lukens discontinued its use as a sihllities of this localion on which 
saw mill, the second floor of the the mill had stood and purchased 
building, which was a stone struc- 50 x 200 feet for $500.00. Abram's 
ture, was used by Paul Jones as a friend, David Ambler, said to htna, 
manufacturing plant on a small "Thee must be crazy, Abram, to 
scale. At that tfme, the game or pay such a price.'' 
croquet was very popular, and with For a while Abram was cliscour
hls turning plant, he made among aged and thought that David was 
other articles mallets for use in right, and thnt It might not bo 
that game and it was a popular worth what he had paid for it. A 
saying "be sure and get that new duck pond, us it wnH called, was in 
game at Jones ' shop." tho rear portion, and for protection 

When the wfllls of the old mill ho was obliged to erect n wall which 
were demolished and used In tho cost him $300.00. In nclclltlon, ho 
locality for numerous punr ses, a was compelled to dig a well of fifty
small building was erected on the four feet which necessitated an ex
rear portion of the lot which was penditure of money. 
used for a time by George Biddle Mr. Stillwagon's spirits were, 
who carried on a butcher business. however, later revived, for in the 
When he 1'--Ured, a small industry year 1894, l1is property was chosen 
was conducted here by one named ns the PoF.~ Office site and he him
Cole who made a specialty of mak• self as the Post Master. As a sl<!e
fng wheelbarrows. It was said that line, he opened a bakery and estab
every farm for several miles distant lished a good business. When his 
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term expired, he sold the property 
to Emanuel Vogt, who contlnuea 
with the bakery. During Vogt's 
ownership tho building erected on 
the lot was destroyed by a fire. A 
substantial house was later erected. 
The large business created by the 
American Stores of the present 
day, attest to the reputation ot the 
location for business which ft has 
held for so many years. 

"THOMSON'S MILL'' 
Thomson's mill was located on 

the south side of Mt. Pleasant ave• 
nue near the terminus or l\laple 
Street between the bridge and the 
railroad crossing. It was originally 
hullt ns a saw mill, by the Taylor 
or Schaeffer family who were tltu 
owners of the mill and thirtee1a 
acres which went with It In 1S09. In 
1838, Samuel DaYls was the owner 
who sol<l It to Thomas Thomson 
who added a grist mill to the saw 
mill. 

\Vhen Thomson died he hnd been 
tho owner fifty years. It was tn· 
lwrlted by his son, John, who also 
controlled tho mill for fHty years. 
At the end of his ownership, it was 
sold In tho year 1S90, to Dr. R. V. 
:\lattlson for the Ambler Spring 
,vater Co., a sale which Included 
the dam and raeP-, and In that year, 
Dr. 1\lattlson demolished the old 
mill. 

it was a favorite swimming pool In 
summer and skating pond In the 
winter season. It was frequently 
much damaged by muskrats which 
were numerous on Hs banks. 

Near the location of the mlll, a 
small frame building was erected 
in the year 1891 by the Independent 
school district, in pursuanco of a 
decree of the Court to provide a 
meeting pince for its directors and 
a· polling place for the electors un• 
tll such a time as the District could 
be dissolved. 

In the year 1872, an item in the 
Lansdale paper said that Thomson's 
mill was one of the best flour mills 
In the locality. It completed its 
many years of service to humanity 
twelve years Inter, and Its former 
existence Is almost forgotten in tho 
present <lny. 

WERTSNER MILL 
Tho mill known in later times as 

the ,vcrtsner :\lill was located near 
the locality of the boundary line of 
the Borough, on a creek which 
crossed the Morris road about ono 
half mflo nrrth of its intersection 
with tho Butler Pike. This mill ls 
the only ono tn the locality of which 
the exact year of its erection is 
known, owing to the fact that it ls 
of comparatively recent date. It ls, 
too, the only ono which ls outside 
tho boundary lino, for which reason 
tho Borough might not claim it as 
her own. Definitely defined lines ol 
a boundary can be laid aside, how
ever, owing to the close proximity 
of the mill to this line. 

The dam was repaired to act a& 
n n~servolr nncl a twenty-four Inch 
pipe was lnfd to the Keasbey ana 
:\lattfson buildings. Several feet ot 
this pipe was laid twenty feet under 
n house on Butler nvenue. In tho 
summer months tho K. & M. Co. The urge Is felt to include th& 
would hnve a shortngo of water, but history of the mill In our list, that 
with this additional supply they had we mny never forget the part the 
unlimitecl quantltfe5. · locality, very near the Borough, 

Tho water supplied by this dam ptayecl during tho Revolutionary 
was not used by the Ambler Spring war; an event of much historic in• 
,vater Co. to furnish water to the terest, and one that gavo James 
inhabitants, but only as a reservoir Morris the occasion for tho erection 
for tho requirements of the Kensbey of his grist mlll, known to late1 
and Mattison Company. generations as \Vertsnor's l\lUI. 

The dnm which furnished the The tract of land on which this 
race with water used by the Thom• mfll was later erected included nine 
son mill, whon It wns operated, was ty.f0ur acres, nnd was purchased b) 
located about ¼ mile nbovo the site Joseph Morris soon after he sold 
of the mfll, and was called "Tom• the land adjoining on the South, on 
my's Dam" by the boys with whom which stood the mill erected by 
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William Harmer, later called the took ad\'antage of nil the farnrable 
Plumly l\till. opportunities thus oiiered and built 

James Morris, the son of Joseph his mill. 
Morris, inherited this land soon af• James Morris died in 1796 and in 
ter the latter's death. He was in- 1 i98 his widow, 1mzabeth and 
terested in agricultural pursulti;, daughter, Hannah, sold to Adam 
and had no interest in the grist Wertsner for 1000 pounds stcrhng, 
mill business, as there was no mill tho grist mill and fourteen and 
for grinding In existence on his thi·ee-quarters acres of land. The 
property. deed mentions tho dam, mill pond 

The followfng Incident, as tol<l In and mill race 3432 feet long. 
history, occurred however very James Magee, Jr., in a hlstorlca\ 
soon after he became the owner of paper on this mill, tells us "that the 
the land with the re3ult that he Morris estate placed certain restrlc-
bullt a mill o~ such nature: lions on the property." 1'he water 

Brigadier-General "reeden\, regt- gate from the mill race was to be 
ment of Virginia troo})s was en- kept In good order, and any excess 
camped on James .Morris' farm of water required for running tho 
from October 19 to :-.:ovember 2, mill, was to run o\'er the meadows 
1777. During their stay the season of the Morris property. A small 
was \'ery rainy and they met with notch was cut in a corner stone on 
many discomforts, due to the the west side of the mill and tho 
weather condition. This fact and water was ne\'er allowed to rise 
many other greater discomforts above that point. 
which were possible In the coming During the time that the mill 
winter season, were grave dangers was owned by Adam \Vertsner, In 
to he met. In this emergency, they tho year 1856, an exciting event oc
lost no time In preparing a way to curred at this mill, an e\'ent which 
meet them. They saw the necesslt.y created much excitement among 
for places of shelter. To provide the inhabitants of the surrounding 
these, they felled the timber in the country. In July of that year, a 
surrounding forest and began to railroad accident occurr< d near 
erect structures wliich would give Fort Washington which resulted in 
them a more fa,·orable out-look of the death of se\'ernl persons. The 
comfortable living, and nlleve arrest and conviction or the engln• 
their minds of futme dangers of eer of the train was demanded by 
sickness due to the exposui·e to the members of some of Ute surviving 
elements. families, who thought that as the 

The lleglment vacated the farm cause of the accident, he should re-
soon after they felled the forest and eel :o the punishment due him. It 
a record says that on their march was learned that he was secreted 
from their encampment towards in tho Wertsner Mill. He escaped 
Fort ·washfngton, they went past nowever, and the large number of 
gdge's Mill. As this mill Is one In- peonle who had congregated there 
duded in the list which at this tlmo In the hopes of securing his arrest 
was within the Borough limits, we were l'nuch disappointed in their 
may say that two of her hlstc•:ic failure to apprehend him. He later 
mill sites are a part of the Revolu• committed suicide nt his home In 
tlon·ary War. Philadelphia. l\trs. Eugeno Nice, a. 

This was In the y~ar 1777. Very daughter of Adam Wertsner, fre-
soon after the army had vacated, quently related this event which 
James Morris saw the opportunity occ:1rred at her home In her child• 
afforded for the er !Ct Ion of a grist hood. 
mill. The tlmbe1 felled by the During tho ownership of this mill 
soldiers was suffldent for its erec• by James Morris, through his peti
tion; a stream of ·Nater and a strong tion to the Court, n road was 
spring, near the 1·elled forest, would granted by that hody to ho built 
provide the power to operate It. Ho from Morris' Mill to Skippack Pike. 
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It was never used very much ex. 
cept to go to and from this mill, and 
when the mill ceased operation in 
the year 1887, traffic on the road 
was very sparse. 

The mlll had an over-shot wheel 
twenty-four feet In diameter. This 
was rf'placed by a new one in the 
year 1870, when It was increased to 
thirty feet. 

The charm and beauty of this mill 
which was demolished 111 1887, is 
fortunately preserved for us In a 
photograph which ls reproduced in 
Moon's history of the Morris fam
ily and in a photograph done by a 
local artist at the request of Mrs. 
Eugene Nice, and now is In the pos
session of her descendants. 

Adam Wertsner added a cider 
mill to the grist mill and as it was 
the only one for many miles, it <lid 
nn extensive business. 

A large addition was made in the 
year 1820 to tlie north side of the 
dwelJlng. This house located near 
the Morris road at the Intersection 
of a small creek, and U1is route of 
travel stood a few feet front of the 
mlll. 

REIFF MILL 

We get this Information from the 
will of William Harmer, in which 
he gives his son, John, one hundred 
acres and twenty-five lbs. towards 
finishing a dwelling house already 
begun on the same land. No mfll ls 
mentioned In this bequest. We 
know, however, that a mill was 
erected on this land during John 
Harmer's ownership, tor it Is men
tioned In the deed given when in 
the year 1747, be sold this tract 
and moved to Sprlngfleld Township. 

The own1Jrship ot the mill to 1766 
is unknown, From 1766 to 1768, 
LewiB Reyner was the own~r. John 
Wise held title to it ln 1804, the 
year of bis death which was the 
result of an accident at his mill in 
Roxboro. His son, Joseph, inherited 
the mill and eighty-nine acres on 
which It was located. 

Joseph Reiff purchased the mill 
in 1843. He married one named Ann 
whose surname is unknown. The) 
had five children. Their eldest son, 
Enos, married Elizabeth Weaver 
and bought tho mill after his 
father's death. He resided In a new 
house built. for him on his marriage, 
which has been converted Into a 

With the exception of the- ono double dwelling house, now 117 
known as the Reiff Mill, of which Butler nvenue. His parents, Joseph 
the present artlclo ls a history, and Ann, resided In a house which 
every vestige of the walls of the stood very near tho one built for 
nine mills which once stood within Enos, located near the corner ol 
the limits or on the boundary lino Reiff's Mill Road and Butler ave
of the Borough, hn\'e disappeared. nue as ft existed in T.hat day. This 
Their wheels ceased running fifty house was of fine wlonlal archltec• 
years ago, their walls were de- tltro and In a fair state of preserva
mollshed, and nothing exists in the tlon, with the date 1797 on Its wall, 
present dny to designate their locn- all or which wns demolished by a 
lions; locations which for two hun- Inter purchaser. 
dred years were hh'es of Industry. Jacob Reiff, the second son of 

Reiff's mill stands todny ns n Joseph nnd Ann, had no Interest in 
prl\'ato house, 302 Butler avenue, tho mill property, He resided in tho 
nenr the crossing of tho hlghwny house nt the Southwest corner of 
with the Wissnhlckon Creek. It, too, Butler n\'enue and the Morris road, 
served many years or grinding, nnc\ participating in lnrge real estate 
duo to these long yenrs of servlco interests In the vicinity, Fh·e acres 
ft 11eeded to be entirely 1·ebullt of his land were purchased in the 
when purchased by Joseph Reiff In year 1856 from the executors of his 
the year 1843. He loved the old mill father's will for $2000.00. This 
nnd to-show his reverence for it, he tra.ct extended to l\faln street and 
put on It the lnitfnls J. A. R. which Included the ground on which the 
stood for Joseph and Ann Reiff. present National Bnnk and also 

The first mlll was erected here Craft's Coal Yarcl Rtand. When the 
between the years 1731 and 1747. railroad tract wns Intel In tho vll-
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!age, he gave them a right of way Wlssahlckon near Main street and 
and also five hundred feet of ground Tennis a venue and supplied tho 
for a station, all free of charge. Fullfng Mill and Reiff's ;,1111 with 

Enos Reiff, who held the mill water for power, was called tho 
property, died in the year 1870, anrl "Rose Valley Creek," owing to the 
at his death It was sold to William number of rose hushes which grew 
Mcclean. Mventually ft came Into on its hanks. 
the posse.sslon of Dr. R. v. Mat- The "Hatboro Spirit'' of 1878 
Uson, who converted it Into a prl, says, "McCleans are running their 
vate dwelllng. mill night and day as they have 

Although this mill stood very plenty of water, while some of the 
near the Wlssahfckon Creek, its mills have to stop on account of 
water power did not come from Its scarcity." ' 
that stream since In those days When the mill stopped running 
they had no way to utilize water about the year 1884, the disposition 
so situated near a mill for power. of the race wns a serious problem 
The waters from the creek known to the resldenL~ of the village. For 
as Rose Valley Creek In the early the long distance that It extended, 
clays, which also supplied the Ful- It was ten feet deep anrl twenty 
ling l\flll at Tennis avenue and feet wide. Later generations can 
Main street, ran the wheels of this hardly realize that it ever existed 
mfll. This creek and the race of the since In the present day no trace 
Fulling Mill were tapped near the of it is visible. 
latter mill. l<'rom there, a race was At this time, the flrm of I{eas
bullt which ran parallel and ,·cry bey and Mattison was established 
near to the present railroad tracks. In the Boroligh and wns In need of 
A rlam was built for a >.'eRervolr on building stone for the erection of 
the location of the present Asbes- their factory ancl homes for their 
tos \\'orks, and from this dam the employees. They round stone suit
race was extended to Butler ave- able for this purpose at the south
nue crossing it near the mill. west corner of Butler avenue and 
Three bridges were erected on the the .railroad tracks, where tho 
route of the race. One was built Opera House Is now situated. 
o,·er the creek which ran parallel There was an ele,·ation here of 
with Butler avenue and emptied several feet and before the stone 
into the Wlssahickon; the second which was found here could ho 
covered the race; ancl the third quarried, It was necessary to re
bridge was erected where the race move the top soil. This soil was 
crossed Butter aveuu,!. used for flllfng the excavation of 

The Reiff's did not own the land the old race. In a. short time, tho 
where the race was tapped near t,rlclges on the race wore ahand
the F111ling l\tfll at Tennis avenue oned, tho race ftll~d In, and its 
and Main street. They did own, former existence forgotten by a 
however, tho wat<:r right for the majority of the lnhi.l>l_tants. 
purpose of getting water for their I<~ight of the nine mills which 
race, and also for the purpose of once stood in tho Rection of the 
repairing beyond their own land. country now an Incorporated 

Samuel Shoemaker says that Borough, have been demolished. 
this mfll at one time did an exten- The J)asslng of time and the great 
slve business and was usually In changes which have taken pluce In 
operation day and night. \Vhile the lives of the people have 1:en, 
most of the mflls did only a limit- dered them obsolete. J< ... ew signs of 
ed amount of work and had only a their existence are visible today. 
local trncle, the Reiff l\lllJ shipped Une,·£•n contours ot tho land In 
their flour to distant points, car- Rome cases can be traced, whtch 
rled In special barrels labeled mark thtt 1:ourses of tho mill races. 
"Rose Valley Mill." At this time An occasional breast-work of a 
the creek which emptied Into the dam can be noted by one who ls 
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familiar with the hfsto1·y of the 
mills, but otherwise their physical 
remains are gone and they exist 
only In the memory of some of tho 
oldest Inhabitants, or In the 
records of local historians and an• 
tfquarlans. 

Tho walls and foundations or. 
the Reiff Mill, however, stand to
day, although a passer-by would 
not recognize It as a former mill, 
for ft has been converted Into a 
private home, and the builders 
made no effort to presur\'e the 
character an<l qualities ot the old 
mill. New windows have pierced Its 
walls; an asbestos roof replaced 
the original shingles, and a coat of 
.stuc·co hides the lovely stone worh 
or the early craftsman; a front 
porch and other modern accessor
ies have replaced ~he water wheel 
and sluices. The Initials placed 
thereon by Joseph Reiff and the 
year he rebuilt the mill were also 
defaced by tho spoiler and hut for 
the memory of those to whom 
these Inscriptions have a touch or 
sacredness, their existence In the 
present day would have been for
gotten. 

hers of St. Thomas' Church in 
Whitemarsh. Two of them lived to 
be 89 and 92, and the third one 
died in her seventy-first year. The 
three daughters were unmarried 
and the sons left no children; the 
name however Is perpetuated in 
the road known as Hague's Mill 
Road, which was opened for travel 
to enable the inhabitants who re
sided in the section of country 
north of its terminus on Butler 
avenue to more conveniently reach 
the mill. 

The old Hague home is still 
standing near the former location 
of the mill. It was remodelled 
three times, but in its construction 
is stfll interesting to those who 
love the homes as constructed by 
the early settlers. 

The heirs of George Hague sold 
the mill and eleven acres to Rob
ert Pollard. For ten years or until 
1844, ft was known as the Pollnrd 
1\1lll. From 1844 to 1864, It hall 
several owners. In tho latter year, 
the mfll and 10 acres were pur
chased by John L. Heist for $6000.• 
00 from the executors of Jacob 
Acuff. 

HAGUE'S Ml LL It was eventually purchased by 
The mfll known as Hague's l\tlli Albert Beck, who was a well• 

was located at the Intersection of known builder of Ambler, and who 
tho Bethlehem Pike and Hague's made the purchase in order to get 
Mill road, approximately one-half possession of Its stones for his 
a mile north of Rose Valley. tt building operations In different 
was built by the Burk family who parts of the country. Its walls were 
were the owners of a large ter- completely demolished a ·short 
rftory In tho locality In early time after It had stopped grinding 
years. fn the year 1887. In mos, J. Wat-
. In 1776, John Burk gavo a deed son Craft purchased from Beck 

of sale to Lewis Stannart In the land on which the mill had 
which he mentions a mill and stood, and later sold tho same to 
thirty acres. From this record we Robert Griffith. 
know that a mill was tn exlsten~o The mtll had no forebay but got 
at that time, all<l undoubtedly tt its power directly from a dam sit• 
hn<l been butlt many years earlter. uatecl on a. near-by elevated piece 
In 1797 Lewis Stannart, a. miller of ground. Th~ wheel was an over 
of Germantown, and probably n shot one and was thirty feet In 
son of the former owner, sold the diameter. Wallace Mammal, a for
mill property to George Hague. mer resident of Ambler, remem• 

George Hague was born In 17G4, hers the operation of the mfll to Its 
and died In 1824. He had two sons later days. He tells us that on ac
and three daughters, Christine, count of the large wheel with 
l\lary and Margaret, who are men- which It was equipped for getting 
Uoned In his will. The three daugh- power, and the location of the darn, 
ters were highly esteemed mem- he has seen the mill tn good work• 
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fng order on a test of as lilt!~· as a 
bucket of water. The other mtlls 
in the snme locality wore frequent
ly obliged to shut down In the cold 
seasons or times of draught, but 
the old Hague .MIil was never Idle; 
its wheels never stopped for cli
mate or season. The Inhabitants 
could at all times depend upon it 
for their grinding. 

BURK'S MILL 
For many years, one of the most 

prominent industrial sections of 
Montgomery County was tho 1'~ast
slde of the Morris road, between 
Fort Washington and Ambler sta
tions at the tel'n1lnus or Church 
street. Looking at this location to
day, where there Is no human 
habitation, where It Is overgrown 
with shrubs and uderbrush, one can 
hardl·: realize that hero once 
stood· a thriving Industry, The 
story ol'. this spot Is truly the con
version or a wilderness Into a 
thriving Industrial center and its 
decline and return again to a 
wilderness, due to tho fluctuations 
and destiny of man. 

In the year 1689, John Durk, 
who emlgrnted from England, pur
chnsed several hundred acres In 
Upper Dublin Township. In those 
days, the settlers who purchased 
large trncts of hmd availed them• 
selves of the power afforded by 
streams on their property, for tho 
erection of grist mills. Durk ha,1 
two locations on his tract suitable 
for this purpose and on each ho 
erected a mill. The one situated at 
tha Intersection of Hague's Mill 
Road and tht1 Bethlehem Pike was 
operated by his son Hugh, and 
was known Inter as the Hague Mill. 
The second mtll of which the pres
ent 1tt1llug ls a history, was lo• 
catecl on the Morrie road on tho 
west bank or the ,v1ssahlckon, and 
here hfe eon, Edward, dwelt. 

John Burk died In the year 1744. 
Hie executors were hie sons, Ed· 
ward and Hugh. Thirty ~res of 
his land, on which the grist mill 
on the Morris road was located, 
were sold to James Paul, who add· 
ed to bfs poeeesstone by purchasing 

24 

fifteen ecres adjoining this land 
from Archlbal Mcclean, a Hor• 
sham squire, and eight acres far• 
ther down the Wlssahlckon Creek. 
James Paul held this land for two 
years only. In the year 1753, h& 
gave a deed for all of the same to 
Jncob Edge. It ls thought lhnt 
James Paul never lived here; he 
was a life-long resident of Abing
ton Township. In the tax list of 
1724 In that township, he Is the 
largest Individual land owner. Hlfl 
fathor-ln•law, Morris Morris, who 
succeeded William Harmer as tho 
owner of the mill on the trlangulnr 
lot, nnd tho four hundred and 
eight acres of land on which It was 
locnted, was the next largest 
owner In tho same township, 

The purchase of the grist mill 
and tho tract of land on which It 
wns locnted was mnde by James 
Paul ns n gift to his dnughter, Mar
garet, the wife of Jacob Edgo to 
whom the title of the Jund wns 
given. Jacob Edge wns supervisor 
of Whitemarsh Township and ac
tordlng to mnny authorities u 
member of the family !or whom 
the locnllty of Edge Hill was 
named. Jacob Edge resided here 
and oporntocl the mill until his 
donth In 1784. The executors ot his 
will were his wife, Margaret, his 
brother-In-law, Jacob Pnul, and 
friend, Jonathan Thomae. \Vo are 
told In his will that tho orlglnnl 
mill built by John Durk was at 
th!s time unfit for grinding. To 
use the expression given In Edge's 
will, It "hnd gone to clecny." From 
this we would Infer that It hncl 
been built many years before John 
Durk's death In 1744. 

Jacob F.Age's executors followed 
the Instructions of hie wllt and 
sold tho property which was pur
chased by Joseph Detwiler and his 
son-In-law Jacob Reiff. Tho deed 
of this transfer said that "this sale 
included • three tracta of ground 
with water, grist mill, and ap. 
purtancee, one of them containing 
fifteen acres and the other thirty 
acres upon which was the mill 
"now gone to clecay" and !\Dother 
containing eighty acres upon 



whkh the new grist mill hatl been they frequently met for social In• 
built. tercourse, for IJontlng or fishing, 

The Hecon<l mill huilt to repln.::t! Hshtng especially for shad when 
the one which "had gone to deC'ay" In season, a sport which was once 
wns en.:c·ted farthel' down the greatly Indulged In along the Wis· 
stream In ot·der to get the helter sahlckon Creek. 
wntt•r fall located on the west To know that this army of men, 
hunk of the Wlssuhlckon creek, to whom we are much Indebted 
near the terminus of Scheat's for the liberties we enjoy In our 
I.Ame 011 the Morrh; Hoad. land, touched the hem or our gar• 

Joseph Det wller die<! soon after ment-the Dorough land-gives a 
this purchase nnd Jacob Heiff, his touch of reverance to the mill site 
son-In-law, becamn the sole own- of Jacob Edge which can never bQ 
er. !n 1838, It was sold to Joseph effaced from our memory. lt ts to 
IA'111.. 'lS who had married Jh;:ob he regretted that a portion of tho 
Relit ·s daughter. walls of the olcl Mill was not left 

Jacob l4ukens, a son of Joseph, on its site as a monument nnd ns 
operated the mill for a time. nut• a guiue In the historical land-
Ing the gold fever or 1849-50, Jncoh mnrks of the locality. 
went to California In search of Anothel' thing, however, more 
rlchell, where he died, nnu In 1864, momentous than tho Island which 
tho property was sold to Amos once existed in the Wlssnhlckon, 
Heller. A short ti.no later It was from the banks or which the people 
purchased by I<:;berhard Fh1N1, and fished for shad, is tho event of 
converted Into what was cuHed a great historic Interest which was 
"Silk Mill" and Its hlstor\' from associated with battle or German• 
that time Is n history or th;t plant town, for Washington's soldiers, 
which was known ns Flues Silk who were encamped nt James Mor• 
Mill until the year 1874. ris' mill tn Whitpain Township for 

Much sentiment ls nttnched to thirteen days, left their. encamp
tho m1lls nt this location because ment on October 19, 1777, at 7 
of tho nrnny years the snml' fam• o'clock in the evening ancl took 
Hy held possession. In a. period of their line of march clown the 1\lor· 
160 years, the land on which thev ris road past Edge's mlll to tlu, 
litood was held In n line of sttcccs• Bethlehem Pike. 
alon hy three ~nmllles only. John To know that thi11 army of men, 
Burk and his son held It for forty to whom we nro much indebted 
Years: James Paul nod his descend for tho liberties wo enjoy In our 
nnts held posse1,eion until 178-1, land, touched the hem or our gar
when ft was sold to Jose;>h Dot. ment-tho Borough lancl-gl\'es a 
Wiler. It wns owne<l by the Det• touch of reverance to tho mm silo 
Wiler and Reiff fnmilv for the of Jacol> J;:dgo whkh can never bo 
same uerlod or tlmo as the Paul etTnced Crom our memory. It le to 
family-forty-three years. bo regretted that n portion of tho 

The romance or this mill is cen• walls or the old Mill was not left 
tercel nbout the lire of Jacob f:;dge on Its site as n monument and as 
Who resided here nearly all his a gul<lo fn the historical lancl
llfo. Our memory clings here to the marks of the locnllty. 
days when hlB four dnughterg, Although the walls of Burk's 
.Mary, Susanna, Hachel ancl Ann, Mill were In n good state or pre• 
beautiful In face nnd character, sonatlon nnd Its water power was 
created n hospltnllty which unimpaired, It did little grinding 
brought to their home relatives except that of n spasmodic nature 
nnd friends llvlng many mtles dis• nrter Jacob I~ukens went to Call• 
tnnt. Here, on n little Island which fornla. In search of wealth. Whilo 
once existed In tho Wlssahlckon there IR no record or the exnct 
Creek near tho mill 11lte-a gem of yenr that the mm stopped grinding, 
nature known as J<;dge's Jslnncl- It ts known that it wns much 
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earlier than any other In the local• 
fty, due, as records show, to un
favornble conditions of the mfll 
site; the two dams which were 
rnade In the course of the race 
often "broke with the floods," a& 
ft was said, at such times ,vhen th~ 
Wfssahfckon would be swollen 
with heavy waters. The repair of 
these In addition to the loss of time 
fn grinding entailed much expense. 
Again the work was frequentlr 
handicapped, owing. to the small 
fall of llttlo over six feet of watet 
on the wheel, as n result of the. 
grade of the race. The greatest 
handicap In the operation of tho 
mlll wns, howe\'er, the necessity 
of frequently cleaning out the race. 

The races of tho old grist mills 
were kept, ns a rule, to the depth 
of ten feet, and did not require 
cleaning out oftener tlum once In 
two or three years. Burk's Mill, 
however, could never go without 
being cleaned out, ut lenst every 
Year, owing to the contour of tho 
land through which It flowed, 
which fnvored surface washings 
of tho soil Into tho racebed 
espe<'inlly after the fields on Its 
routo were cultivated. The long 
extent of the race from Butler ave
nue to the mill site also materially 
Increased the expense of this work. 
To snvo ~ho expense of thf' lnbor to 
accomplish this work, ft was often 
tho custom of a mill owner to Invite 
eighteen or twenty neighbors to 
do tho work- n lnbor given by 
them gratuitously fn exchange for 
a good dinner. 

Jncob Reiff' tried nnother plnn 
to get this work <lone whlc-h has 
heen handed down to us by nu
thoratlth·o sources. lie hired 
several foreigners, who were then 
florl<fng Into tho country, to make 
the race deeper by tho removal ot 
the nccumulntton of dirt In Its bed. 
Ho made n contract with them for 
the payment of a certain sum flt 
money for the work and he wns to 
-hoarcl them. Nothing wns said 
about tho amount allowed for their 
board, but the laborers were untlor 
the ,Impression that this was in
chided In the contract. When it 
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came time for a settlement, tho 
bill Reiff presented for their board 
was quite lnrgo, nnd instead of re
ceiving money for their work, they 
were In debt to Reiff. For many 
years when anyone In the locality 
would make a close bargain they 
would say "thnt Is equal to Jacob 
ReU'f's race dent." 

All the mill owners In the loct11• 
tty desired access to the Bethlehem 
Plka. The road known In the pres
ent day as the Morris road, which 
was confirmed by tho Court as 
early In 1730, gnvo Durk an outlet 
to this highway. However for 
somo reason, ho desired another 
road, possibly n shorter route, or 
with un outlet further north, and 
In 1744, potltlone<l to the Court 
saying, "That he hnd recently 
erected n mill, and was In need of 
n road nbout one-half n mile long 
to enable people to reach It." In 
tho same yer.r, this road which Is 
th~ 1neRent Church street which 
forms tho southern bounclnry lino 
ot the Dorough was r.rnnted by the 
Court as we nro Informed by tho 
following record: 

"John Burk has been granted a 
road to his mill, nt n J)olnt on the 
corner of the lnnd of Andrew 
B rndforcl on tho great Highway to 
tho Morris road, 6 poles (90 feet, 
south of John Burk's mill." 

'fhls road was undoubtedly n 
great convenience to his patrons, 
and thny did not object to bolng 
requlrod to ford tho Wlssnhlckon 
In order to reach tho mill, llH 

bridges were almost unknown, nncl 
tho J>eoplo were accustomed lo 
crossing tho streams. However, 
In tho year 1763, during Jacob 
J<Jdge's owuorshlp of the mill, tho 
method of travel hnct <'hanged, nnd 
lnstend of trnYelllng on horsobuck, 
they rode In wheeled carriages, and 
went to mill In a cart or similar 
conveyance. To cross tho creek 
In n couveynnce, especially when 
It was swollen with rains, was n 
venturo tho patrons of the mill 
did not care to tnko In order to 
reach the mill, ancl Burk's road was 
seldom used. 

Jacob Edge had little use for 



Burk's Road since the Morris Road keep goorl that piece of bad road, 
met nil his needs and therefore paid from said road to the fast land. 
little attention t0 Its repair, not• Your petitioners crnveth the sontl• 
withstanding John Bui k's promise men ts of your Worships, whether 
to be responsible for Its good con- the Township should bear the ex
dltlon, and that the Township pense of the damages done by the 
would he at no expense for keeping fosuft'lclenty of ye said dam, espec
lt flt for travel. Owing to Jacob tally the addition sfuce the road 
Edge's neglect to repair this road, was laid out.'' 
the Inhabitants made an effort The Court .compelled Edge to re
through a course of law to compel pair the Insufficiency of the dam 
him to do so and In 1763, among the and the damage done by the water 
Inhabitants of Upper Dublin Town- course of his mill. He was, how
ship, one Valentino Puff, who to• ever, under no obligation to repair 
gather with thirty-seven others pe- the road beyond his property. From 
tllloned to the Court to Jrnow this time, the close relationship 
whether the Township or Jacob which had existed for so rr.any 
Edgo should bear the expense of years between the grist mill on the 
keeping the road In repair, made Morris Road and tho road laid out 
the following complaint: by Burk, known In the present day 

"Now the said roaa oemg laid a as Church Street came to nn end 
little bP.low the breast of said dam and passed Into history. 
ncroRs Wlssahlckon Creek, the dam THE DECADENCE OF THE 
breaking with the floods, hath torn GRIST MILLS 
and swept away all the timber and The years between 1870 and '80 
all other materials whereby ye said marked the decadence of the grist 
road was supported so that It mills which were so closely Inter
proves very expensive, and It ls at- woven with the onrly history of tho 
most Impossible to repnlr tho said land now the Borough of Ambler. 
road and now, may It please Your Steam power supplontecl water 
Honor. and tnko it Into consldora- power, and tho roller system of 
tlon. that tho said Jncob Edge hath grinding replaced the primitive 
removed n certain wing of his clam method of crtl':hlng the grains with 
which confined tho waters In a nnr- stones. 
row channel whero tho said Jacob Not only tho greut flour mllls of 
Edgo hath ('Xtende<l tho dam to a Minneapolis, but tho local ones of 
considerable length beyond tho Hartze!l's at Chalfont and A. B. 
limits In which the said darn was Godshall at Lansdale, wore '1lstrl
boumlecl when the road was laid butlng throughout tho country, by 
out nnd 1,over mndo thnt part that means or tho rallrond, n superior 
was added nny wny sufficient, but brand of flour of their manufncturo. 
genernlly when a hrench ls made By means of the markets, the in
by tho floods, it Is In that very hnbltants sold tho grains they hnd 
Jllace whcro tho nddltlon wns made cultivated to these mills equipped 
nnd turns tho current down the with machinery for large produc
snld Hoad so that it Is lmposslblo tlon, and then purchased nt tho 
to ropnlr and keep good the sntd local store, the flour which wns 
road; and further Jncob hath produced at those mills. 
fenced up a ploco of high, dry land The mills run by water power 
whore carriages and horses used to were compelled to submit to the ln
f'hlft out upoi, for safety when the evltable changes of time and were 
bottom was Cutt and washed so by totally abandoned for grinding. As 
the waters ns to make It at times a result, the mill which in tho '50's 
both dangerous and impassible and had a valuation of $3000.00 wai; 
rofuseth any a.sslstance to support twenty years later, valueless, Its 
and mend ye said rd when John walls were demo!lshed and only Its 
Burk at time of lnylng out the said historic background survived. We 
rond did promise to maintain and love the memory of the old 
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grist mills, which now Is past ground for the cMl<lren was plan. 
history; we breathe In their atmos- ned. ,vmlnm Harmer, whose life 
phere the life o( the first settler. shines forth as a bcscon light from 
:we cherish in our thoughts, tho that Cur-off day, dwelt on Its site. 
rich history they have given our Through his petition t') the Court, 
Dorough lancl, and the distinctive the first rond for public travel In 
features which each possessed, the Borough was laid out; he was 
making that history endure. the first to show us the Joy to be 

A. resume o~ these features which had from work, the first to teach 
stlll linger In our minds mny bE> us the lesson to dwell In love with 
summarized as follows: The Hagno 1_.11 mankind b>· his lite of living in 
Mill on the Bethlehem Pike, which harmony with the Indians; and the 
ceaF1ed to grind In tho year 1887, need of honesty In true Jiving ns 
claims the honor of having brJen in proven fn hfs report to Wlllfnm 
operation two years longer than any Penn of the stray horse which was 
fn the locality; a long senlce pos• found on his plantation. 
slble because of its locatf,Jn on the The Pulllng Mill, the Wertsner, 
Great Highway, and th'd less ex• Edge, and Clover Mills all deserve 
pense incurred in operntlng ft be• equal honors for the part they macie 
cause of the short race and fall of as historic land marks In tho Ravo• 
sixteen feet of water on its wheel. lutlonary and Civil Wars. The 

Tho Burk or Edge Mill on the Clover Mlll played fts part by sup• 
Morrfs Roan. which ceased to grind 1,Jylng tho Union Army with mn• 
twenty-five yenrs betore the Haguo terials needect for its equipment; 
MUl, was the first to stop operat- the Wertsner Mlll provided coro• 
ing due, on the other hand, to the fort and protection for Washing• 
expense incurred In operating it be- ton's soldiers who were encamped 
cause of Its loug raco and short on its ground; and beside the walls 
fall of six feot of water on its of the Edge MUI, those soldlnrs 
wheel-a height which was the marched for futuro war duty; tln
mlnfmum requirement. ally the Ambler Fulling Mill, to 

To the Reltt Mlll which was oper- whf ch the soldiers wero indebted 
ated two or three years longer than for the supply of blankets, gnvo 
the Wertsnor and Thomson Mlll, them bodily comfort. 
credit must be given for the prom- A history of the grist mill brings 
inence It gave the locality. It alone hnck to us a pfcturo of bygone 
ot the several mllls, distributed dnys, Tho controversloo over dams, 
flour beyond Its own territory. The wnt.er ways and roacl-wnys leading 
label "Rose Vulley Milla" on tl\e to the mills make those Jiving to· 
barrels distributed by this null duy renllze what an lm11ortant part 
throughout tho country, gave the tho grist mfll played in tho eco• 
loca'llty the Wf'll Jcsened promln• nomlc and soclul llfo of the 18th 
ence aa a mill contra. unct 19th centuries. Today we strug-

Tho Clover Mill fs distinctive tn glo with problems or capital and 
its history beca\lse of its location. labor, mono11olfea nutl interstate 
With the oxcoptlon of this mill, commerce. Ufd not our forefathers 
the soil on which the others wero hnvo economic problems equally fn· 
erected Is, nt tho present day, bar• surmountable to contend wlth tn 
ren: a blade of graas or twig of their day? 
shrubbery exists where they stood. How little did they realize thl\t a 
It alone has a monument erected to new era was about to dawn, mak• 
its memory tn the large business Ing their dams, water wheels, and 
created on its site. mills obsolete; their controversies 

To the Plumly Mlll we bow our rut.lie, ancl their investments worth• 
beads in roverence: it marks the loss. As wo have previously stated, 
location of the first home tn the In the year 1887, the Inst wheel 
Dorough land On tta soil the first turned fn Hague's Mill ancl tho 
Industry was creatt-u, the first play- nine grist mills of Ambler be-

28 



__... ·-·-~•-..---·· .. ----··--·-·-- ... - . ···----·· •····••• .. •·-~······ ... -· ·•···•-·--·,,..,.•-•.-.,...~· 'V 

~:;;. ·\, ... .... ~ ·:·x:~~ 
,.~:· }¢-~ ,".tc•' 

k~- :j"'·• '. ~i I .j. 

! . ~ (·~ ,. •. ' / .; .. , l 
' \ ~ s . :, , 't' .··· I )· .. 

' ,,c .. ,. . pe.--,uJ¥ ·-,. ·r· . tl I ·· · .·. ,~-> 

) 

,l c ,. ~ 

1· '!: -~·· 

5!,~;;,.~•-:~)f"i./iX••iW,.;:sf:•~;~-
. ··«,<i•oW· .,,.,.· ;;:::.;_'., ,~,,,,.,. ·"' .. 

~,.,,; ·-~~ j:::::~:-:;.: 
.A•,~ 

First post office in l;pper Dublin Township locate<l on south side of Bethlt-lwm Pike 
at terminus of Euclid A venue. The building w~ owned by Isaac Thomas who conducted 
a general store. In 1870, the post office was moved to Main Street and Butler Avenue and 
the name changed to Ambler. The above building was demolished in 1896. 





The above mnp represents the orlglnul grant of hrnd Crom Wllllum Penn to William 
Hnrmer and comprh,es four hundred and eii;ht acres, the size of the prc>sent Borough ot 
Amhler. Map tak.en from the original which was puhllslw<I ln London hy Holmes In 16S2. 
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came like the how and arrow, the 
flail, the ox-cart, and the buggy
symbols of ages past. 

In the 'SO's, the machine ago had 
dawneu and tho full morning of n 
new Industrial era was In the sky; 
new steam und electrical power, 
vast farm areas fn the West, new 
frontiers 01>enlng 1111, relegated 
the old grist mill to oblivion. The 
children of the millers nlong the 
Wlssahlckon entered new vocn· 
lions; n nd the stone walls and 
rock banks or the mills like Burk's 
Mill on the ~lorrls Road hnd "gone 
to decay." 

In 1881, a new influence arrived 
along the Wlssahlckon. In that 
year, n Philadelphia firm com• 
posed or Henry 0. Kensbey and R. 
V. Mattison, 1\1. D., round that ht 
order to meet the 1·equlrements of 
their chemkal plant It was ueces• 
sary to remove Jt outside the city 
Umlts. They sought n place that 
possessed tlte ftmdnmentnls for In• 
dustry, viz: wuter, transportutlon 
facllltles and a labor market. The 
little vlllnge or Ambler with Its 
decaying mills, appealed to their 
keen business Instinct, and In a 
modest way, started again the 
sJllnnlng of wheels along tho Wis• 
anhlckon hanks. 

Tho story of this renaissance of 
Ambler f11<111stry, which will bo 
the RUbject of n lnter nrtfcle, Is tho 
story of the momentum of those 
turning wheels-wheels which 
created a revolution In tho locality 
and mncle that locality known ht 
all quarters of the globe through 
tho purchase and sale of the pro• 
ducts of tts mnnufacturlng plant. 

FLUES' SILK MILL 

posed of Charles Hleronlus, l<~ber
hard Flues, and Chnrles Spielman, 
Importers of fnncy silks and wool
en goods. 
in the year 1861, under the name 
of Flues and Co. they leased of A. 
T. Stewart for three years to 
carry on business purposes, the 
premises 96 and !l8 Reade St., New 
York, for $4000.00 a year. With 
offices In Vienna, Paris and Lon
don, their business was very pros
perous. However, the firm de
cided that ft would be to their ad
vantage to manufacture their own 
goods, and sell them ln the house 
leased of A. T. Stewart. The plant 
on the Morris Road was therefore 
established with that object In 
view. 

The selection of the site of the 
utmndoned grist mlll was suggest
ed as n location for their manufac
turing plant by E:berhnr<l Flues, 
the executive head of the firm, 
who wus famtlfnr with the location 
thru frequent visits to Dr. Elllger, a 
relative who resided ln the tJP.ar
by locality of l•'t. Washington. ' 111:i 
property was owned by Amos 
Heller and was advertised for sale. 
Its purchase was made ln the 
yenr 1867 by Eberhard Flues, rep, 
resenting tho firm. The deed cnlled 
for a tract of 89 ucres, including 
the grist mill. For the entire area 
ho paid $22,600. Soon after tho 
1ntrchaso, tho walls of tho mill 
wero demolished and on Its founda• 
lion n largo frnme strncture was 
erected to meet the needs of the 
manufacturing plant. A building 
In J)roxlmlty to tho mill wns also 
erected ror n dyeing establish• 
ment. 

Looms wore placed In the 
building and by means or the 

Tho ahnnclonecl grist mill of water power, tho business was 
Jacob J.~dge and tho Rolff and started. A welt trnlned weaver, 
Lukens families, situated on thl\ Nwald Reetz, who hnd lenrnecl his 
Morris Road at the terminus of trade In Germany, was employed 
Church St. between Fort Washing- ns foreman for n period of three 
ton nnd Ambler stations, wns the years. In addition to his snlary, ho 
nucleus of tho first mnnufncturlng was gl,·en n house, rent free, In 
plant In tho locality of the borough Fort Washington, which dwelling 
of Ambler. This plant was estnb- wns demolished in 1934, six acres 
Jlshed by a firm of commission of ground and n barn. At tho ex-
merchants of New York com• Jllratlon of his three year cou-
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tract, he was succeeded by Adolph vanla nnd especially Montgomery 
Mantel. · county-a speculative mania for the 

It was later found that the water cultivation or silk which had n 
power w&s Insufficient and that it short exlstence,the glowing attrac-
was necessary to have control of lion of which allured so mnny to 
the water rights or the nearby financial ruin. This venture col• 
dam. To secure this, Flues wns lapsed after one year. Flues did 
required to get possession or forty not make his purchase until 30 
acres farther north on the Morris years later, so thnt the two cannot 
Hoad. This trnct did not Join his be ~onnected 111 1111y way. 
first purchnse or eighty-nine acres, l<,or three years the firm was 
hut was In the same section, only most successful and had n profit 
farther north, partly In Whltpnln of $80,000 u yenr, through the oper• 
and Upper Dublin Townships. In atlon of twenty looms and the labor 
this deed, he was given tho right or one hundred employees, nearly 
to n mill pond, mill race, and dnm. all of whom were Germans. Ewald 

A thriving business was then Reetz, a son of the foreman, In his 
started for the manufncture of 18th year made $35.00 a week, and 
dress goods, hair cloth, and mater- nil who were employed made pro• 
lals for covering furniture, hat lln• portlonally good wages. 
lngs, etc. The firm mnde a speclnJ. During the time that water was 
ty h~ tho weaving of a certain pnJ.• the power used to op<'rn'.o the fac• 
tern or shawl which was very fasfi. tory, a hell 24 inches In diameter, 
lonable, worn as an outer garment tolled the hours to end the work of 
In place of the cont of tho present the day, Steam power was finally 
day. l\frs. Elizabeth Plumb· of substituted for the former water 
Race street, Ambler, was employed power and n steam whistle sup
In the mill In her eurly teens nnd planted the tolling of the bell. This 
distinctly remembers this shnwl bell Is at present In the possession 
which was worn hv women of nll of Zehedeu Comly, nnd Is on his 
ages. It was 2th yards long 011d l fnrm In Whitemnrsh Township. 
yard wide, with fringed tassels Tho plant wus opernted until tho 
knotted to form designs. She In• yenr 1874, when the business was 
forms that much of the work con• closed out. Thero were suvernl 
nected with tho knotting of thl) cnuseB which contributed to tho 
fringe wns done nt their homeB firm's decision to close the plnnt: 
outside of tho working hours of tho I•,lrst tho firm of Doland nnd Co. of 
firm, nnd the money earned hy the ~ew Yori< hogan to manufacture n. 
girls was thereby consldernhly In- chenp Imitation or tho superior mn• 
c:rease<l. terlals for garments manufncturell 

The nnme "81lk Mill," nnd tho hy J•,lues nnd Co.-a competition 
mulberry bushes which were nu- which ruined their ,mies. Added 
morons near the 1.mlldlng gavo to this wnB tho expenRe Incurred 
mnny tho Impression thnt theRe by the shl))ment of tho goods to tho 
plants wore cultivated In order to N. y. Rnles house-they wero un
ralse cocoon!! for Hilk culture. nhle to com11eto with similar mnnu• 
They were, on the other hand, only facturlng ))lnnts moro ravornhly lo, 
planted for adornment, being of cnted. The greatest loss to tho 
the white variety and unsuited for firm, however, was the rl'sult of 
this purpose. A few bandanna tho sudden chnugo of fashion In 
handkerchiefs which they onco women's dress. The fringed shawl 
manufactured were made from co- was no longer In demand. This 
coons they hnd recelvr.d elsewhere. was the deciding factor In tho clos-

These mulberry hushes, coupled Ing of the business which for threo 
with tho name made some think successive years had operated with 
that the factory was Identified with enonnous profits. 
the multlcaulls craze of 1839 which The late Eberhnrd Luttgen, n 
struck the Eastern pnrt of PennsyJ. son-In-law of Eberhard l<"'lues, Is au• 
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thorlty for the Information that In the tail race of the former mills 
when the firm closed their plnnt, n which was 1200 feet long, 12 by 14 
large quantity of tho warm gar. feet deeµ and 20 fnet wide, at a 
ments they manufactured were do• cost of $7,000. He was at no ex• 
nated to Admiral Peary who was at pense for the dirt needed to fill 
thnt time preparing for his expedl• In tho rncA ns it was supplied to 
tlon to the North Pole. him free of cost by the North Penn 

Fortunately Flues was able to Railroad, when they made their ex• 
sell out his Interest In the business en vat Ion for the tunnel below Fort 
to his partners nt a fair price, who Washington. 1'he buildings of the 
oJleratcd latnr a similar fnctory In factory and the nearby fnrm house 
New York were In ruins for many years, nnd 

Flues then lived a retired In 1901, n fire destroyed t~e last 
life on his estate until his death fn vestige or the old land mark. 
1896. During the years that J<'lues J:, .. ortunatelJ we have a photo• 
reRlded In the locality, he took graph of the factory and nearby 
great J)rlde In a small factory near· buildings preserved for us In 
hlR dwelling house where he made Scott's Alias of Montg. Co., pub• 
German cheese and In n <lnlry on llshed In 1877 In which ft Is called 
his plantation, fifteen acres of "1' .. lues" Worsted Mills.'' n namo 
which was a meadow suitable for moro appropriate because of tho 
grazing. Tho first Jersey cows In character of the goods they mnnu• 
this country were Imported hy him factured. 
and J>laced <lll his farm. They ELLIQER PARK AND ITS AS. 
were named Buttercup, Talle and SOCIATION WITH FLUES' 
Pink. All his business cards SILK MILL 
which ho Issued relntlve to his J<)lllgor Park, situated on tho 
mnnuCacturfng plnnt were ndornerl Bethlehem Pike north of l<~ort 
with their photographs. Ono of w·ashfngton, has heen doveloped 
theRO cows was sold for the price within the past ten years by tho 
of $3000.00 to n member oi tho Ambler Renltors, Potlf1 Brothers. 
Sharpless family who was In the This tract of eighty acres had been 
butter business. known for many years as "The mlf. 

When J<)horhnrd Flues hougllt tho ger 1'Jstnte;" nn<l so, In choosing a 
cfghty-nlno acre tract, ho roslded name, the Potts Brothers culled It 
In a houso on tho Enst side of tho "Elllger Park" realizing thnt be• 
Monts road which stood near the cause of Its situation, nncl tho many 
mlll. I~ter when ho bought tho and henutlful old shnde trees, n 
forty aero trnct, ho vnented this picturesque nnd pnrk-llke reslden• 
house nnd moved fn the now honrn tint section could be dovelo11ed. 
on tho forty ncres on the west side 'rhero arc now many fine nnd 
of the Morris road, nnd hfs old handsome homes In this section. 
home was taken by his fnrmer. standing apart from these, and 
This Inst tract of Jnnd was JHII'· facing tho Bethlehem Plko Is tho 
d1nsed In tho year HIJ 1 hy J~dwln old summer homo of nr. Ocorgo 
Vnre for $14,000 and ten years Int• Elllgor, bearing the date 1795, 
er was sold to Alice Roberts for which he purchnsed In 1855 In 
the snmo J>rfco or $360.00 an ncre. order t'> hnvo a summer home 

Tho house and barn on this trnct nhout half-way between his officm, 
nro still standing. The latter has In Allentown and PhllndHlflhln. In 
on It tho Inscription J. R. 1809, recent years, this old homestead 
which Informs us that ft was built hns been attractively remodeled 
hy Jacob Rolff, tho owner, In that to Its orlglnul style by Mrs. Henry 
year. ll. Bartow, tho present owner. 

Georgo ,vallace purchased tho Dr. Elllgor was closely ldentl• 
eighty-nine aero tract In tho year fled with this locality, where ho 
1923 tor $22,000, slightly less thpn made his summer homo. His sec
Flues paid for ft In 1864. He filled ond daughter, Natalie, mnrrJed Eb• 
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erhurd f."lues, who conducted tho 
silk mill on the Morris rond. 

In 1857, Dr. EJllger purchase<] 
six acres of Jnud In the same sec
tion as the eighty acre tract, but 
on the west side of the Rethlehem 
Pike, and it was In the house c,n 
this property, which wns demol• 
lshed In 11134, that l~-e foreman of 
the silk mill lived. 

Dr. J<~lllger's reputation in his 
cnreer ns a physician wns not con
fined to the Jocallttes where ho 
J)l'acttced, His Indefatigable and 
earnest labors ror the Homeopathic 
School of Me<llclne had made him 
known In the country at large. He 
was born In the German Kingdom 
of Saxony In 1802, and received his 
education and medical degree In 
tho German schools. He emigrated 
to America and opened nn off\co 
at 1112 Spring Garden street, Phil• 
aclelphla, and also In Brooklyn, N. 
Y. Ho shuttled between these two 
cities and Jn both became well• 
known as a physclnn or tho new 
school. His enthusiasm In hl8 
work coupled with his chnrminA 
personality gained for him n high 
position in tho field of medicine in 
which ho was interested. Ho died 
1rnclclenly In his Brooklyn ofl\ce, 
February 22, 1878 .. 

FAUST'S TANNERY 
The locality situated at tho In

tersection of Belhlnhem Pike nnu 
Butler nvenue, hab been culled 
Hose Vnlley since 1878. Berorb 
that yenr it was known ns Ollky's 
Corner, named for Andrew Gllke
son who kept tho Inn and corner 
store. Tho roputntton of this cor
ner ns n ttve business c<>nter, which 
tt hns held for many years, ls duo 
to n large extent to n tannery estnb
ltshed hore, an industry which pro• 
duced leather, mndo Inter by the 
local saddler Into harness. 

This tannery was establtshe1J by 
Jonathan Thomas In 1790, In which 
year ho purchased from Andrew 
Gllkeson and his wife, l~dlth, ½ 
an ncre for 22 pounds and 10 shill· 
Inge, the tract on which the tan
nery of the present day stands. 

Thomas was tho owner of two 
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tracts of 22 and 25 acres of 111ml 
In the locality, which he bought 
from John and Elizabeth Burk. 
lie desired, however, n loeatlon 
near u stream of wnter and having 
n frontnge on the Uethlehem plkt:.. 
nnd slnco the lnnd he owned did 
uot give him these nllvnntnges, he 
purchased the 1h acre in order to 
he provided with the good business 
opportunities this locution offered. 

Jonathan Thomas, we presume, 
operated the tannery until his 
death In 1808. Two yenrs later hts 
oldest son, David, who in the deed 
Is called "n store keeper of Abing
ton," sold the pro11erty to Jnmes 
Hutter of Pottstown. The hou11e 
in which Hutter resided after the 
purchase of the tannery, stood by 
tho Bethlehem pike, ll route tnken 
before the days of tho rnllroad by 
muny farmers a1Hl tradespeople 
to rench Philadelphia. Many peoplo 
who took this route were res
idents of Lehigh County and own
ers of tanneries which they oper
ated in connection with their 
fnrms, and among theso farmers 
wns John l<'aust who ltved in :\tn
cungle Township In Lehigh Coun
ty eight miles from Allentown. 
During each trip ho mndo, he never 
fulled to stop nt James Hutter'H 
homo where no would stny over 
night to rest, thnt ho might con
tinue his trf11 to Phllndelphln more 
comfortably on tho following tiny. 

Mutual business interests nnd 
congenfnl ta11tes resulted in n 
strong friendship bet ween theso 
two men und when John J<"nnst'B 
son, Alvin, becnme of age, he mado 
tho decision to learn the tunning 
trade with Jame11 Rutter, hlR fath• 
er's trlend, In whose home he 
would be given the opportunity to 
learn gngllsh whilo he wns Jenrn
lng tho business. For this privi
lego ho wns to work for his board 
and was to receive no wages. The 
time for this contract wns one yenr. 

At tho expiration of the year, 
young J<"nust was muc·h surprised 
becauso Rutter voluntnrlly gnve 
him $6.00 n week for the wholo 
period of time that he ha<l lived 
with them. This wns repented the 



followh1g year. When the second 
contract expired, Alvin Faust de
cided to purchase the tannery and 
make hfs home In this locality, so 
In the year 1850, he purchased ot 
Ji.mes Rutter seven acres on which 
the tannery stood for $3000.00. He 
l>rought hfs family here the fol
lowing year and made his residence 
In a house on this tract, a home fat 
from the choice of the good wife 
who came from I .. ehlgh County; a 
portion of the house bad been used 
tor a cocoonery when the mnltl
caulfs craze of 1839 struck Mont• 
gomery County and much labor 
was required In order to make tt 
the homo to which she had been 
accustomed. It was torn down f n 
1867 and on Its site a substantial 
brick house was erected, now 928 
Butler avenue. 

In 1866, Alvin Faust bought an• 
other tract of land from James 
Rutter which comprised 28 ncree 
for which he paid $4400.00. The 
house on this tract was the home 
of Rutter, and was reached by a 
lane which In the present day 
runs parallel with Argyle avenue. 
Alvin Faust lived In this house un• 
tfl his death, havfng removed here 
when ho ,·acated tho house on 928 
Butler avenue. An addition waH 
made to thfs house In 1867 and In 
1862 he bunt on tho property a dls
tfnctfvo I~hlgh County barn t<, 
replace one which was In neect of 
much repair. In 1865 he bought 
tho double house and nbout five 
ncres back of the tannery . The 
corner house was bought f n 1871 
from tho heirs of Andrew Ollkeson. 

Alvin Fnust died May 10, 1884; 
his wife Catherine, wne his admln• 
lstrator. They had five sons; Al· 
vln, who managed tho farm; Mil
ton, Samuel and J<Jdwln, who op
erated the tannery at Rose Val
ley, and Richard, manager of tho 
tannery located on the Junlat:1. 
Rf ver, which was purchased In 1873 
by the Faust family for the pur• 
pose of ,bolng assured of an abun
dance ot Oak bark, needed f n the 
process of tanning tor the Ir milts. 

The Faust's produced at the 
Roso Valley tannery, the finest 
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leather made In the United States 
and with great ctlfflculty were able 
to ftll the demand for russet 
leather for which they received 
sixty-five cents a pound. Their 
hides were obtained largely from 
tho packing houses of Chicago, 
but a few were Imported from Ger
many, France and Switzerland. 
They made on tlie average of threo 
hundred hides week))•. 

Four hundred sides were re
ceived every week from the Mt. 
Union plant they owned In Hunt• 
lngdon County, and finished at 
Rose Valley. The pro~ess or the 
work, which required from eight 
to eleven months, was a most In• 
terestlng one. One hundred vats 
In the tannery contained bark 
liquors. There were iilx large ones 
caJled "leeches" In which the 
liquor was made and trom these It 
was drawn its required In the 
other vats. The hides were soaked 
Jn the vats two days to soften them 
then were hung 1 n lime wnter stx 
days to loosen the hair, after 
which they were '!lit, making two 
sides, and passed through revolv
ing knives that removed the hair 
and surplus flesh. The hair was 
disposed or to plasterers, and the 
flesh used to make a fine hrand of 
glue. They used from forty to fifty 
carloads ot hark for their tanning 
every year and In ·1912, their out• 
put ot sides was six hundred every 
week. Owing to this heavy clemnnd, 
they were sometimes unable to 
fill all tho orders they received. 
I..ater, when they wore unable to 
obtain the large qunntl~les of oak 
bark needed, they resorted to the 
barreled extract. In 1896, their old 
drying room was insufficiently 
ventilated for the increase of bus• 
iness, and they were required to 
add a second floor to the building. 

When Alvin Faust bougnt the 
tannery In 1860, it was operatecl by 
water power. In 1862, steam power 
took the place of water, and In 1903, 
a 125 horse-power engine supplant• 
ed the steam-power. In tho years 
of the Civil War, they ground their 
bark by means of horse-power 
through a construction which re• 



quired the horse to wnlk on a cfrcu• 
lar track about five times n minute. 
At first, they had no fire protection, 
l>ut fn 1899, they installed n com• 
plete firo extinguishing apparatus, 
including n pump capable of forr• 
Ing five hundred gallons of water 
per minute, which was placed in a 
fire-proof holler house. With u 
supply of five hundred feet of hos<', 
and a stream ot water In pr0x· 
imity to the mm, they wern w~ll 
equipped against the outhrenk of 
nre. 

In the Centennial exhibition held 
In Philadelphia. in 1876, l<'aust's 
displayed n tan hide measuring ten 
feet each way, which was sold be
fore the close of the exhlltitlon to n 
firm of belt munufncturers of 
Lowell, Mass., known as Josiah 
Gates & Son. An advertising sign 
displayed by the Faust firm at this 
memorable exhibition is still In 
the possession of the family and 
occupies n prominent place on the 
walls of their building nt Rose 
Valley. 

Tho Tannery was not equipped 
wlth any machinery whereby they 
could split leather and when they 
wlsh~d to have this work done, 
they were required to go to Philn
delphla to n man named Edward 
B. Ritchie, who made belting for 
driving machinery. During tho 
time of the Civil ,var, n visit was 
made to Ritchie's place of bus
iness, who asked Mr. Faust If the 
leather he brought to him wns for 
war J)Urposes. Ritchie was n 
Quaker nn<l opposed to war, and 
when Faust replied in the affirma
tive, Rttchh~ said to him, "I will 
<lo the work for thee this time. 
since thee has brought it to me, 
but I will not <lo any more for thee, 
if thee uses ft for such a purpose." 

Another story tells us of AJvln 
Faust's experience with Joseph 
Howell, of the same religious 
faith, who was a leather commis
sion merchant to whom Faust 
sold leather. Howell had pur• 
chased Faust's leather, and when 
the latter asked for a settlement 
of their transaction, Howell, re
plied, "The leather I bought of thee 
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the Inst time was better than thee 
r~presente<l, and 1 allowed thee 
extra on this sale." The Incident 
Is typical of the high standard of 
business relations of the Rose 
Valley Tannery. 

The plant at Hose Valley con
tinued In n prosperous condition 
until the ndvent of the automobile. 
The horse-power was displaced by 
the motor; the heavy lenms hy the 
truck; the pleasure carriage by tho 
automobile; thus creating a much 
less demand for leather. As a re
sult, the pac;slng of many tanneries 
throughout the country is one or 
the many changes the present gen
eration has witnessed. 

The tnnnery nt Hose Valley was 
operated by Jonathan Thomas 
twenty years; hy James Hutter 
forty years, and the Faust family 
elghty-flrn years. It8 history womd 
he Incomplete without a backward 
glatH:o nt the personalft~• of theso 
worthy residents who operated this 
Important Industry in the locality. 

Jonathan Thomas was the son of 
Abraham Thomas and was b-orn in 
i\tny, 26, 1 i50. He marrielr Allee 
Jarret, a member of one of the 
thirteen fnmflles who settled Ger• 
mantown under Pastorius. They 
had eight children. Their son, 
George, was the first physician to 
have an offlco and practice medf• 
due In the locality of the present 
Borough of Ambler. Isaac, another 
son, was for forty years its post• 
muster. He J)urchase<l a lur~e tract 
of his father's real estate holdings 
in Upper Dublin Township, and 
1mme of his descendants are resl• 
dents c,f the Borough in the pres
ent day, residing on some portion 
of their ancestral land. 'l'hese In
clude the children of Dr. Albanus 
Styer and Samuel Shoemaker. Tho 
chtldren of the former, whose wife 
was a. daughter of Isaac Thomas, 
are Samuel Styer, now retfr~d and 
living In Phfladelph(a, and Mrs. 
Tacy Acutr, nee Styer, who ts re
siding at Langhorne, Pa. 

Jonathan Thomas' daughter, Re
becca, married George l<'itzwater, 
and we arc told In the genPalogy 
of the Fitzwater family thnt Jon-



athan Thomas was a cabinet maker 
nnd unclet taker as well as tanner, 
and that lt was his custom to have 
n large stock of coffins on hand to 
meet nny emergency that· might 
nrlsc> In case of a <·nlamlty In the 
country or epidemic that woulct 
make an occasion for their need. 

The dlght of the porch of their 
new home, filled to Its full ca· \city 
with ready made coffins, whl ·' met 
the gaze of his wife, Alice, when 
she anlved as a bride to the new 
home Jonathan ha<l provided for 
her. filled her with awe, hut with 
tact nnd good judgment, she in
fhwncecl her husband to find a bet
ter way. 

James Rutter, the i;econd owner 
of the tannery, married ~tary Good. 
Hel' home was the storE opposlt.e 
the tannery. Her parents wero 
much opposed to the frequent 
visits of James to their 11,,me anc\ 
kept :\tary under close ohserva 
tlon In order to prevent their 
meeting. .James and Mary, how
ever. found a way. Mary had :t 
sympathizing friend who resided 
with the famlly, and we are told, 
that with her help, on a stormy 
night, with the wind howling out
side, in spfte of locked doors and 
watchful attcndont, Mary was safe
ly landed from the Hecond stor:. 
window to the ground beneath by 
means of an improvised rope. 
Jamei:, hy a prearranged plan, was 
ready to meet her. 

The elopement of James Rutter 
and :\lary Good, we feel sure, was 
the topic of conversation for nrnny 
a day beside their nelghhor'H fire
side. They lived happily together 
in the house up the lane, which In 
thh presl:'nt dfl.y runs parallel with 
Argyle avenue, until l\tnry's death, 
when Jnmes sold his real estnte 
holdings of forty yca1·s and lived n 
retired life in PhlladE>lphln with 
his two daughters, Huth Ann and 
Jnn<'. 

The second of the Faust family 
who succeeded James Rutter ns 
the owner of the Tannery ls well 
known in the present day, The 
superior quality of their products 
nnd the high stnndard of their bus-

36 

lness methods gained for them n 
reputation for integrity that was 
recognized by all the residents in 
the community. As time went on 
and the little village became an 
Incorporated Dorough, there was a 
call for trustwortl!y citizens to 
fill responaihle positions In Its 
management. The borough was 
most wise in the selection of mem
bers of the Faust family to fill 
these, as the close of its history 
almost fifty yeari; later has demon
strated. 

In 1887, Edwin Fa·-rnt was appoint 
ed treasurer of the Independent 
School District, which was estnh
lisht!d in 1881. He resigned from 
this office in 1895 to become treas
u:·~r of the Dorough schools, an 
·office he holds in the present day. 
His son, William Faust. served 
faithfully and honorably the local• 
ily for forty years as a trustworthy 
official of the local hank; and 
Samuel 1',am~t, the son of Alvin and 
Catherine, his wife who 1mrchasec! 
the ta1rnery in 1850, at his death In 
193:l, had been the Dorough treas
ure!· for 37 years. 

TOLL GATES IN AMBLER 
In the early history of the coun

try, the bad conditions of the roads 
made trnvellng from pince to 
place very difficult, and especial
ly hazardous In the spring when 
quicksands were frequently en• 
countered. There naturally arose 
n demand to improve these con
ditions and through-out the coun
try, turnpike companies were 
formed hy the citizens, who rebuilt 
nnd kept in repair the more im
portant highways. The roads most 
frequently traveled were "piked,'' 
that ls, a hed of stone was built on 
them, which in time ns a result of 
the travel, formed u foundation or 
rond-hed on some solidity. The 
stone3 used for this purpose wero 
crnshcd on the roadside itself ,by 
hand, with the use of a large ham
mer. ,vhen thc,se highways were 
thus changed or ''turned" in their 
character, they were called "turn
plkc!i." 

Since money was required for 
the upkeep of these pikes, toll had 



to be collected for that purpose. 
Therefore, to stop the travellers 
and collect their toll, gates were 
p)aced generaJJy every 2½ or 3 
miles ,_ n the pikes. These gates 
couJd be raised or lowered ns the 
occasion demanded to let the trnvel
lerR come and go. 

Some shelter had to be provided 
for the convenience and comfort of 
the man who collected the ton, so 
n smnll house attached to the gate 
was built by the turnpike company 
as a pJace of residence for him and 
his tamlJy. All hours of the day 
and night, the keeper of the gate 
was on duty to collect the pennies 
from the people who passed by. 

The road for public travel known 
In the present day as Butler Pike . 
or Butler avenue, was incorporated 
by an act of Assembly of the Com• 
monweath of Pennsylvania as a 
turnpike on January 15, 1853. On 
this route of travel, which extend• 
ed from Plymouth Meeting to the 
Limekiln Pike, two toJI gates, one 
at Broad Axe and the other nPar 
Three Tuns, were erected. 

Three years later, In 1866, the 
railroad was built through this 
section of the country and there 
arose a new problem. 

The station at Ambler was lo
cated on the highway which passed 
through these two ton gates and as 
there was no toll gate In its vicin
ity, the Directors of the Turnpike 
Co. thought that tt would increase 
their toll revenue ft ono was placed 
near It, so they built one on But• 
ler avenue near the terminus of 
Maple street as it exists in the 
present day. This location was 
chosen 1n order to collect toll from 
those who came to the station by 
way of Relff's l\llJl road. We are 
informed by Samuel Shoemaker 
that the railroad took advantage of 
the proximity of the gate to the 
station and In its early years em• 
ployed Samuel Shull, the gate 
keeper, as agent for the sale of 
J)assenger tickets. 

After the building of the rail
road there was a large shipment ot 
milk from the Ambler station, sur
passing that of any other station 
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between Phlla. and Bethlehem. 
This meant that there was a cor• 
responding Increase of travel on 
the highway leading to the station 
In the early mornings as the farm• 
era from near and far brought their 
milk for shipment. An equal num• 
ber of shippers came to Ambler 
from both sides of the railroad. 
Toll could be collected from those 
who came from the West side, at 
the gate located near Maple street. 
The farmers from tho East side 
however, could reach the station 
without paying toll. This the 
farmers from the opposite side ob• 
jected to as tt gave their competi
tors an advantage. 

The Directors of the turnpike 
listened to these objections, and 
anxious to see justice done and al
so increase their revenue, they 
erected on the East slcle, a. gate 
with a small unpretentious butld• 
Ing for tho gate keeper and collect
ed toll in the earJy morning hours 
only. The location of this gate 
was nt the present intersection of 
Main street and · Butler avenue. 
Main street wns not laid out at 
thnt time and when it was opened 
for trnvel later, the gate stood In 
the center of the fntersectfon of 
these two streets. 

Due to er<-r.tlon of creameries 
throughout the country, a large 
part of the milk shlppecl decreasecl, 
nnd the toll revenue diminished 
accordingly. The house and gate 
nt Maple street began to need re• 
pnlr, but the Directors decided to 
discontinue this gate because of 
its proximity to tbe one on tho c,p. 
l)Oalte side; so in 1878, the West 
gate was cJoaed permanently. Tho 
remnants of the old building were 
sold to n farmer who resided on 
tho Skippack pike nncl the "Hat• 
horo Spirit" or November 16, 1878 
said, ·'The Turnpike Company has 
tnken out the old pump tllat went 
with the tolJ gate and flHed up tho 
welJ where the toll house formerly 
stood." 

The two gates were fl'om thl~ 
limo on consolfclatecl into one, and 
a substantial house was erected 
for tho gate•keeper at the Inter• 



setllon of Main St. and Butler ave-
1111c. where toll continued to be 
collected. 

The time came when an effort 
was made to have the gate aban
doned. Little waH acC'ompllshed, 
however, until 1888, when the lo• 
entity was Incorporated as a Bor
ough, In that yea·, <~ne hundred 
and twC'nty-one rC'sidents peti• 
tioned the Court to abolish tlw 
gntc, and on .January 20, 1890, that 
body decreed that "the portion of 
the Plymouth and Upper Dublin 
Turnpike within the limits of the 
Borou~h of Ambler shall he con· 
clemned for pu hllc use; m1Hle free 
from tolls and toll gates, and main• 
talnell thereafter as other roa<ls in 
the Rorough are required to be 
maintained." 

One month Inter, l"ehruary 9, 
the to11.· house was destroyed by 
flre together with the store proper
tv at the northeast corner of Main 
sheet and Butler a\'enue, and the 
nearh,· hotel sheds. This eveut 
marked the end of the forty.four 
years that toll was collected In the 
locality. 

Much r<>gret wns felt hy tho?e 
who 10\·ed the old land-marks when 
this fire took away the little t0!l 
house which had so many interest
Ing associations. in a small room 
on tlw i;econ<l floor. public meet• 
tngs were often heltt for the dis
cussion and dechlint: or local 
affairs. The lndcpend::>nt s~hool 
district rented the same for $1.25 
n month. The gate-keeJler, l<'rcd
erick Huffnagle, had a shoe repair 
shop In a small room on the first 
floor, which he managed in addi
tion to his duties as toll collector. 
Tho public, however, whose objec
tions to paying toll on a busy high
way, outweighed these sentiments 
hailed with delight the deci
sion of the Court and the destruc
tion of tlH' gate by fire. 

'fhe following letter wns writ
ten by Thaddeus Kenderdine of 
Newtown, Bucks County, who had 
rented tho coal yard of George 
Knight, where the freight yard of 
the Hnllroad exists In the present 

day. gives us the 11ersonal opinion 
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of a business man of thli day as It 
refers to the toll gate. 

HISTORY OF 36 ACRES 
''In this year of 1S75, I say good

bye to Ambler and my place of 
business in that village. I took a 
three years lease of a.coal yard 
which Is owned by George Knight. 
This place of business before I 
took it was operated by 2 men of 
the singularly appropriate names 
of Cole and Wood. Even that fa· 
cetious name could not make the 
business go, and how glad they 
must ha\'e been when they unload
ed ft on rne. 

"Xo one should he blamed for 
their efforts to unload when the 
first easv goer comes along. It is 
on the eclge of a village, and th~re 
Is no way to reach It without being 
held up by a toll gate man, whose 
coign of vantage is at the end of 
my lane. The other coal yard can 
he reached without being obliged 
to pay any duty. Ambler is noisy 
enough by the going of the trains 
on the railroad night and day, hut 
as none of the passengers stop off 
to buy my stock in trade, noises 
a\'ail me nothing. The railroad 
has even ceased to make the town 
grow. There are twenty-five scat• 
tercel houses all of frame but five, 
all of which, with the exception of 
three, arc -on the East side of the 
railroad. and that is all there has 
l>ecn of it for some years they tell 
me. 

"I guess ~Ir. ·Knight will ha\'c a 
hard time to find another suck<'r 
like me. It might he a good loca• 
lion if some one would set fire to 
that toll gate. It is queer I never 
thought that might hurt my husi• 
ness. l\fy ! but some people are 
stingy; would not come near hw 
because they would have to pay 
two cents!" 

Twenty.five year~ later, Thad
deus Kenderdine was still living 
when the toll gate was abandoned, 
and undoubtedly, shared his joy 
with that of the r<'sldents of Am
bler when toll was no longer col
lected from those trnvell<'d on the. 
main highway of the Borough of 
Ambler. 

In the year 1832, Isaac Thomas 



purchased fourty-slx acres that 
were detached from the tract of 
elghty-threo acres which Mary Da
vid had granted to Anclrew Ambler 
for. the sum of $1581.00. This piece 
of land was situated In the section 
of the first want, In the present 
Borough, · with the npproxhnato 
bow1<lnry lines of r.tnln and Hen
dricks streets on the enst nnd 
west, and Butler nnd Forrest ave
nues on the north and south. There 
was Included in this purchnse, as 
we are informed in the deed, a 
chopping and sawmill, located at 
the northeast corner of Spring 
Garden street and Butler avenue, 
and a house for the sawyer, still 
standing at the northeast corner of 
Race and Spring Gardl'n streets. 

Isaac Thomas was n 1n·omilumt 
ma'1 in the locality. He owned 
fifty-three acres of ground, which 
wa8 held by the Thoma:, family 
since its purchase early in 1700. 
F'or fort~· years, he kept the Post 
OfTice In his general store situatNI 
In l1J)lJPr Duhlln Township on the 
Bethlehem Pike, at the lNminus 
of Euclid m·emte of the present 
day. He owned the thirty-six acre 
tract purchased from Andrew 
until the yP.ar lSGii, when radical 
chan~es hegan in l111.• •1. 1 allty. 
Isaac Thomas was then seventy
two years of age and ltls Interest 
In the huslness affairs was hegln
ing to wane. 

.Jonathan Lukens, a well known 
builder and woodsman of Gwynedd, 
saw a chance for prosperous de
velopment In this region becf.use 
of the r;awmlll on Thomas' tract, 
which could bo used to advantage 
in his hutlding 011eratfons, tho 
auundance of timber, nncl the 1,rox
imlty to the railroad, which after 
ten y<IBrs of its existence was be
ginning to make tho locality at
tractive for homes. Seeing no risk 
in the purchase of the thirty-six 
aeres, Lukens bought them for 
$7125, with full confidence In him
self and his nblllty to carry 
through 1rnccessfully the project of 
forming a town and realizing con
siderable financial results. 

It was a beautiful spot. The two 
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streams of water which coursed 
their way through tho grounds be
fore entering the Wlssahlckon, 
made the valley very picturesque 
and Inspired everyone to think of 
goodness and loveliness. 

The Donni of Managers ot 
Swarthmore College, who, a short 
time previous to the sale of this 
site to Lukens, were in quest of a 
pince on which to erect their Col
lege, recognized this location as 
the most beautiful in the suburbs 
of Philadelphia. Here was an ideal 
situation: the Wissahic-kon and ltH 
tributaries, and a valley with a 
great ,·ariely of s~enlc effects. By 
a very small r.1:.tjority of votes, the 
choice of tho Board fell to the lo• 
cation in Phllndelphin, uet\l' ~ledin, 
and the sale of these acres was 
made inslliad to Lukens, who had 
in view onlv the finnnclnl advant
ag('S with ll~) thought of its IH'"SCl'• 

vatlon fo1· its romance nn<l beauty. 
James KeiHcl, n competent sur

veyor, wns employed hy L11l<e11s at 
on<'e, an<l tPII acres were lai1l 011t 

into building- lots. Streets were 
planne1l. and tlw orchard, c\'cn 
though laden with l11srio11s fruits, 
was dP.stroyed, as was nil other 
grnwn greens. Fortunately, how
ever, a small section hetwet>n For
rest and Butler n,·enue, 110ar Ridgo 
nnd I fond ricks street, was sold to 
Charles Chllds, who built an ele
gant mansion on the most cleYat• 
ed J)ortlon Mld who preserved 
there its original beauty which was 
still evident many years Inter dur
ing Its ownership hy the Hart film· 
ily. 

Lukens, planning hiA town, first 
laid out Main street, and erected 
on it four houses. He planned the 
parallel streets of Walnut, 1'.,orrest 
avenue (then called Harts avenue) 
Raco street (Water street), Ains
worth street ancl Spring Uarden 
street. Several lots were sold for 
which he realized $50.00 for fifty 
feet front. Many sales were made, 
but ho could find no one to pur• 
chase the nc.rth side of Butler ave
nue which was very discouraging; 
he thought it good business policy 
to dispose of tho less desirable 



ones first. These lots were then 
thought objectionable locatlonR for 
homes because of the steep ,j. · 

cline of their banks and t,,e 
stream of water which ran through 
their center. 

Jonathan Lukens was very 
anxious to dispose of these lots as 
financial reverses were beg I nnlng 
to creep upon him. It Is related by 
Samuel Shoemaker that at this 
time, Lukens approached his fnth 
er, Charles Shoemaker, hoping 
that he could .nduce Mr. Shoe
maker to make the purchase, as 
Isaa,! Thomas, the former owner 
of the land. was Shoemaker's fath• 
er-In-law, and that he might be in
terested heC'ause of the sentiment 
attached to it. 

Shoemaker was a Quaker, there
fore, Lukens, in order to J!Cl into 
close,· contact with him, diplomati
cally used the language of that 
sect when he sai1l, "I will sell thee, 
Charles, all the tract of ground ly
ing on the north side of Butler ave
mw lwtween Sl)rlng Garden' street 
and the bridRe near Hendricks 
street for $200.00, with a depth of 
250 feet.'' Charles thought that 
It had no future prospect, hence 
he asked, "What could I do with 
it?'' LukeU:i replied, "Pasture thy 
cows lt1 it." ''Pasture my cows! 
If I ever put my cowH there I 
would never find them again." .. 
and the sale was not made. 

Much discouraged, Lukens tried 
to make u1> this loss of valuable 
land by purchasing fl\•e acres of 
the Reiff estate in the section of 
the railroad front with the inten
tion of starting a coal yaro. lie 
secured the front, but the Hnllroacl 
Company refused to nm In a 
switch, giving as an excuse thnt 
there would be no business. How
ever, through the influence of 
Charles Shoemaker, n close friend 
of Frnnk Comly, president of the 
railroad, tho delayed switch was 
lafcl, and Lukens began the cstab
Jlshment of n prosperous coal busi
ness. The revenue, however, dur· 
Ing his ownership was not enough 
to meet expenses, and onlv added 
to his financial reverses.· Later, 
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David Knipe, rented the yard for a 
1:Jhort time, selling ft to Joseph 
Stackhouse in 1873, who, In turn, 
sold It to J. Watson Craft. 

The saw mill owned by Lukens, 
also resulted in financial loRs ow
ing to the large amount of money 
he was obliged to spend when ne 
put Race street on his map, Race 
street, ,vas so called because it 
ran parallel with tho race which 
supplied the mill with water. In 
order to gf-t an outlet at Spring 
Garden str~et, the contour of the 
forcbay there had to be changed, 
giving the street at this location 
a distant cur\·e, still evident today. 
Later, he realized that this work 
was a loss of time and money, for 
great changes had come In a short 
space of time. The standing tim
ber In the surrounding section of 
the country, on which he was dc
pendPnt for tho successful opera
tion of his Raw mill, was gettin~ 
Rl'arce. His mill was primitive in 
its construction; he was unable to 
compete with the great mills far
ther west, which were equipped 
with machinery of modern type 
and located where there were still 
vast forests. This change of 
<n-ents, unforReen by Jonathan 
Lukens, spelled the doom of thP
saw mill in Ambler ancl its exis
tence soon became only a memory 
to the oldest residents. 

In lSia, nearly ten years after 
he purchased the thirty-six ncre 
tract, the outlook for the snle of 
his holrtings on Butler n\·enue be
came more encouraging through 
the snle in that yenr of a vacnnt 
lot to Thomas Hulschizer for which 
he receive1l $850.00. This enor
mous price was pnlcl by Hulschtzer 
in order to encourage Lukens, who 
was his personal friend. The same 
lot was sold fifteen years later for 
$350.00, less thnn half the prtce 
paid for It. 

Notwithstanding this snle, Lu
kens' dream of making a town and 
replenlRhing his financial r<'• 
sources now began to vanish. The 
fatlure of his ~oal yard, the disas
ter of the mill, the great expense 
incurred In operating it, the Jes-



sening of the number of lots sold, 
put him heavily In debt and 
brought the need of money to meet 
his financial obligations. 

In this crisis, he sol<l some lots 
for as low as $35.00 In order to 
satisfy his creditors. This result
ed In the loss of sume friends who 
thought that he had not dealt fair
ly with them for tho great price 
they had paid for the lnud which 
they had purchased from him. The 
loss of these friendships, the fl• 
nanclal loss he met, the reallza• 
tlon of his failure, undermined his 
health and caused his untimely 
death. It would seem as though 
the Irony of fate had been almost 
crnel to this worthy citizen. A 
man of most exemplary habits, 
filled with the spirit of honest en• 
dea\'or, died with remorse and hu• 
mlllatlon because of his failure h1 
life. 

The future history of this thirty. 
six acre tract pro\'es, on the con
trary, that his life was not a fail• 
ure. The well paved streets, 
which he planned In the heart of 
the Borough, filled with many hap• 
PY homes and their Increased \'alu
ation from time lo time arc the 
monuments of Jonathan Lukens. 
Others of his own time and genera
tion lived to see his colossal 
dreams of the future of the locality 
become a realllv. Thev lived to 
Ree fl teaming \\:Ith life,· hapJJlness 
and prosperity. 'l'hese could be~r 
witness to the truth of the say
ing, "One man reaJ)s what 
another sows," as evidenced by the 
later history of the holding of this 
property. These lots, almost 
worthless and unsaleable during 
his early ownershlJ>, n few years 
later, or In 1933, with but a meagre 
pretension of a building thereon 
had an assessed valuatlon of $40,· 
000 for forty front feet. 

Jonathan Lukens \'entured nnd 
Jost; others reaped the han·est. 

10 ACRES IN THE UORO OF 
AMBLER 

In the year 1868, Isaac Thomas 
Eiold a trnct of ten acres of his 
real estate holdlugs In the locality 
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now the Borough of Ambler to his 
son-In-law, Charles Shoemaker, for 
which the latter paid $2;;00.00. This 
land had· a frontage on Butler ave
nue from l,indenwold avenue, to 
Spring Garden street. and in depth 
extended to PoJ)lar street. The 
time of the )lurchase of this tract 
corresponds approximately to the 
period when Jonathan Lukens was 
planning to transform the undc• 
veloped thirty-six acres lying on 
the opposite side of Buller avenue 
Into a community with building 
sites and street. 

Unlike Lukens, however, Shoe
maker was not an adventurer. He 
purchased the land, not for specu
lation, but for the purpose of erec~ 
Ing one house on ft for his perma
nent home, and holding the ground, 
which was at this time a field of 
whet.t, for cultivation. 

Shoemaker had only recently 
moved Into the locality. He had 
hut a short acquaintance with It 
made· through visits to his friend, 
Dr. Albanus Styer, who resided 
In the nearby locality. This friend
ship began when the latter visited 
the drug store of Shoemaker's 
father, located at 2nd and Bntton• 
wood streets, in Philadel1,hla, 
where Charles Shoemaker ns a 
young man assisted in the busi
ness. As a result of this friend
ship, Shoemaker latf:lr made fre
quent visits to his friend in tho 
country, and at such times, social 
affairs were arranged by Dr. Sty
er for the entertainment of his 
city visitor. On one of these oc
casions, Charles made the acqualn• 
lance of Smmnna, the vh•aclom1 
and gracious daughter of Isaac 
Thomas, whom he later made his 
wife. 

There was much sentiment 
therefore, attached to the pur• 
chase of the ten acre tract of the 
ancestral land of his wife. Tho 
J)roxlmfty of the railroad station 
enabled him to readily take his 
dally trips to Philadelphia where 
he had hush1ess Interests; the con
venience of the village stores anrl 
Post Office also appealed to hf 111 



as a suitable place for his future 
home. 

The house Charles Shoemaker 
erected Is In the present day 60 
Butler avenue, now occupied by 
Wflllam Hough. It Is of frame 
structure, with sixteen rooms and, 
with the exception ot the porch 
floors which were made of North 
Carolina pine, was made of lumber 
sawed at the saw mill of his father• 
In-law, Isaac Thomas. The mill was 
located opposite to the house where 
the American store Is now located. 
The house was built by day's work 
and the carpenter who did most of 
the work on ft, walked every day 
to Ambler from his home In Hat
boro. This dally walk of 12 miles 
did not prevent him from giving 
a full day's service to his job. 

The house was distinctive In ltK 
day because It was furnished with 
a bath room. A home supplied 
with this modern necessity wns at 
that time considered a novelty, 
and It was quite usual for persons 
who travelled on tho highway on 
the roadside of which the dwelling 
stoud, to have their attention di
rected to the "house which had a 
bathroom." 

Another distinctive feature of 
the house was the masonry vault 
built below the level of the cellar 
nnd opening Into n well at Its sltle, 
which was used as a cool chamber 
for the preservation of perishable 
foods. At the time of the erection 
of the house, Pasteur's discovery 
of bacterial invasion was not then 
known, the modern methods of re
frigeration was not yet adopted, 
and the housewife, In order to keep 
her butter from melting, her meat 
from spotllng, and her milk from 
souring, had recoi1rse to one of 
three methods: the spring house, 
cellar vault, or outside vault. 

In the Dorough, two of these con
structions still exist ht the present 
day to the delight of the historian. 
The outside vault on Mt. Pleasant 
avenue near the Railroad crossing 
built by the Thomson family near 
their grist mill, nnd the cellnr 
vault built by Charles Shoemaker 
of which the present sketch Is In 
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part a history. The third metholl, 
the spring house, also exlste<t In 
Ambler until recent years. This 
interesting structure stood over 
the spring of water near the home 
of J. J. Radcliffe on Mattison ave
nue. This latter medium was the 
preferred one for securing a slight 
refrigeration. 

As stated previously, Charles 
Shoemaker bought bis tract of ten 
acres for farming purposes, and not 
for speculation. However, very 
soon after hfs purchase, he was ap. 
proached by James Wampole, who 
had recently sold his hotel near the 
Ambler Station, at this time called 
"Ambler Park Hotel," who asked 
hfm to sell a lot for the erection of 
a house thereon, as he wished to 
make his home In the locality. Not 
withstanding Shoemaker's inten
tion to keep his ten acres intact 
for agricultural purposes, he could 
not resist the temptation of a good 
sale. He sold Wampole sixty feet 
at the southeast corner of Butler 
avenue ancl York street, for $500, 
and Wampole built a substantial 
house on the lot. This was the 
second house built "n the ten acre 
tract. 

This lot extended to Poplar St. 
and was later ~;old to Henry Jones. 
It was purchased by John S. Bu
chanan in 1884, who mo,·ed the 
house to the rear portion of the lot 
with the intention of erecting a 
more substantial structure on Its 
former location. Owing to falling 
health and his death a short time 
later, his intention was ne,·er car
ried out, an<l the vacant lot was 
sold to J. M. Haywood who has 
been the owner for many years. 

Real estate operations were dull 
for somo time; and in the mean
time Shoemaker continued to farm 
the unsold portion of the ten acre 
tract. Encouraged by his success 
In this field of work, he Increased 
tho extent of his real estate hold
ings and purchased twenty addi
tional acres extending from Lin
denwold avenue on the east, Popu
lar street on the north and joined 
his former lhw on the west. The 
Meehan Nurseries, at that time on 



the south side or Poplar street 
were situated on this tract. 

Until 1878, the whole portion 
was cultivated Intensely. The 
time had now come when there 
were many changes In the borough: 
the Post Office was moved from 
Thomas' store on the Bethlehem 
Pike to Dulle\' avenue; Jonathan 
Lukens' real estate operations 
had created many homes; the rail
road attracted many people, es- · 
peclally the farmers, whose shlJ>
ment of milk from Ambler, ex
ceeded the exports of any other 
station on the line between Bethle
hem and Philadelphia, often ex
ceeding In amount the capacity of 
a car. These attractions made n 
demand for homes and Shoemaker 
found a ready snle for lots on 
which buyers desired to erect 
houses. Very soon his ten acre 
farm land became the nucleus of 
a prosperous village. 

Third house on the ten acres wns 
built In 1878 by Henry Slntter, who 
purchased lJ') feet on Butler ave
nue, for the sum of $1000. This 
was• the lot on which the Warner 
theatre stands In the present day. 
Two years later, Dr. Alhanus 
Styer bought the house on this 
lot, ancl opened an office to con
tinue his practice. 

After this sale to Styer, Slutter 
bought more ground from Shoe
maker for $500. On this Jnnd, he 
erected a home and n huslness 
place. He wus experienced car
riage maker and employed eight 
men throughout the year. Be 
usually thade twenty-five new car
riages a year, in addition to doing 
a large amount of repair work. 
Henry Martin, the first real estate 
operator In Ambler, had his office 
in Slutter's house. This property 
was sold to Geruard Meyers, who, 
after Its purchase, converted the 
carriage factory Into a dairy and 
milk shipping establishment. 

In 1886, there was a decided 
hc4>m In real estate because of the 
evident prosperity of the I(easbey 
and Mattison Company, an Indus
trial plant established In 1881. The 
sound business J)ollcles of this 
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firm were giving proof of contlnuetl 
prosperity and as a result, there 
was a demand for the unsold por
tion or his real estate. In this 
yeu, John S. Buchanan bought 
320 feet of land extending from 
York street to Lindenwold avenue. 
He cut this Into six building lots 
which he sold to different Indivi
duals, and on these a row of Queen 
Anne houses were erected by the 
purchasers. 

The first house was built by J. J. 
Houghton, the cashier of tho local 
bank. Henry C. Biddle, the pres
ent owner, purchased it in later 
years. 

A second house was erected on 
the adjoining lot by Dr. C. B. 
Hough, and John Buchanan erected 
houses on the remaining lots for 
speculative purposes. 

Tho last building erected <'n the 
ten acre tract was the Hotel Wynd
ham on the southeast corner of 
Butler avenue and Spring Garden 
St. This was built by John D. 
Cooper at nn approximate cost of 
$36,000, on a lot 140 feet in length 
for which $6600.00 was paid. The 
house contained forty-five rooms, 
twenty-eight of these bedrooms. A 
well 160 (eet deep was dug which 
gave n flow of water to supply tlrn 
hotel at the rate of fifty gallons a 
minute. 

Cooper secured a hotel llcensl) 
in the year following the erertlon 
of the building. A stable for forty 
horses was built on the rear por
tion of the lot, laid with plank 
flooring and undet·ground drain
age. This building also contained 
an apartment and a ser.llon fc,r 
the storage of furniture. It was 
destroyed by a fire of unknown 
origin on November 2, 1922, and 
was not rebuilt. 

Tho property, now owned by 
Mrs. I,ydla Kerns, has served tho 
public for many years. The Post 
Office wns located In it from July 
1, 1928 to June 30, 1932. It has 
been used as a pollfng place for 
tho second ward of tho Borough in 
election times Places of business 
and professional offices located 
within it have been patronized by 
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AWFUL ACCIDENT 
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The above illustration ii- an exact rlupli<·ate of a11 old. authentic paintinJ::. The acci
dent occured near the prnsent Borougn of Ambler, which was chronicled in all the nPws
papers of the time as the most disastrous of any known in railroad history. The name 
of Mary Ambler was heralded far and wide due to her heroism in relievinJ;: the sufferin~ 
of the dying and wounded at the i-cene of the dii-:aster. Her home was used as a tP.mporary 
hospital and sometime later officials of the railroad named the pre8ent station, Ambler. 
in recognition of her humane work in an emergency. 





First Public School erected by 
the Independent School District in •r 
1881 on the ground where tne pres• 
sent J<"'orre8t A venue school stands. 

An Ash tree on Poplar street in 
Ambler Borough on the property 
the estate of Samuel Shoemaker 
18 feet In circumference. Horace 
Evans of Gwynedcl Valley, an au
thority on Forestry, claims that it 
is approximately 260 years old. 

It has the honor of being nomin
ated in Wildman's book published In 
1933, entitled "Penn's Woods" as 
one of the oldest trees In the State. 
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the public to their con\'enlence 
and satisfaction. Tra \'ellers un
der the necessity of visiting the 
Jocallty for purposes of business 
have found within its walls the 
rest and comfort they desired. 

Charles Shoemaker, who pur
chased the ten acre tract, and his 
wife, Susanna Thomas, had one 
child, Samuel Shoemaker, born in 
the old Thomas home (demolished 
in 1896) on the southsfde of the 
Bethlehem Pike near the terminus 
of Euclid avenue. When the 
house, now 60 Butler A venue, was 
completed, ho moved into It with 
his family. Here on ground owneif 
tor generations by the Thomas 
famfJy, Samuel, the son, spent his 
youth, childhood and old age. At 
the time of his death, December 22, 
1935, in his eighty-third year, 
he was in possession of 232 
feet trontage on Butler avenue 
which was n portion of the ten~ 
acre tract purchased by his father 
In 1868. He was a man of intrinsic 
worth, friendly and unassuming, 
typical of his forbears who for gen
erations had tilled the soil, and 
dlrP.cted many business activities 
In the locality now the Borough of 
Ambler. 
The Independent School District 

of Ambler 
The following history Is com

piled from the ,·aluable historical 
papers of Edward Hocker and 
from the minute book of the Sec
retary of the School now in pos
session of the Amble1· Dorough 
High school. 

The Ambler Independent School 
District was incorporated in the 
year 1881 In this locallty, later 
known as the Borough of Ambler 
on the north Penna. railroad. 

The residents saw the necessity 
of forming such a school district 
to overcome the incon\'eniences to 
which the thirty-five or more chil
dren living here were subjected. 
The locality wns at the converging 
point of four townships, viz: Low
er Gwynedd, Whitpain, White
marsh. and Upper Dublin; nnd the 
school district \\as the outgrowth 
of the need for the chlhh'en living 
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In these particular parts of said 
townships. According to the law, 
each child was compelled to attend 
the school in his or her respective 
township: in Lower Gwynedd, the 
Dager School on the Bethlehem 
Pike, one mile above Rose Valley; 
in Upper Dublin, the school on 
Butler Pike near Puff's Lutheran 
Church; and in Whitemarsh town
ship, the school on the Bethlehem 
Pike one mile below Fort Wash
ington, where school sessions are 
still held. 

As these schools were not cen
trally located in the townships, a 
considerable number of children 
were subjected to incon,·eniences 
of transportation. For this reason, 
a movement was inaugurated, prin
cipally through the influence of 
Dr. S. J. Schrawder, for the es
tablishment of an Independent 
School District which the Court 
granted May 2, 1881, through a 
petition signed by fifty tax-payers 
and residents citing the facts. The 
total cost of the organization of 
the district was $208.07. 

An election was held at the pub
lic house of A. S. Acuff two weeks 
later, May 19, 1881, when the fol
lowing residents were designated 
to serve as school directors by the 
one hundred or more male electors 
of the district: William Walker, 
president; Dr. J. S. Schrawder, 
secretary; Albert Beck, treasurer. 
The latter resigned after serving 
six months and was succeeded hy 
David Ambler, who, in turn. was 
succeeded in 1887 by Edwin Faust. 
who served untfl 1896 when he re
signed to become treasurer or the 
borough schools. 

The Board of Directors of the 
School held their meetings In a 
room on the second floor of the 
toll house, known as Huffnagle's 
Hall, whi<'h they rented for $1.25 a 
month. In accepting their office 
as directors, they were obJlged to 
take the following oath, affirmed 
and ascribed before the Justice of 
the Peace, and placed on file: did 
solemnly swear that they would 
support the constitution of the 
United States and the constitution 



of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania and the laws thereof; and 
that they had used no unlawful 
means to procure their election to 
the said office of r,chool director, 
and that they would discharge the 
duties of said office faithfully and 
Impartially, and to the best of their 
understanding. 

The first business of the Board 
was the purchase of ground for the 
erection of a school building. The 
site of the prel!ent Forrest Avenue 
School building was selected. Three 
lots were bought from Nathan Hall 
for $636, and two lots from David 
Ambler for $400, affording a 
frontage of 250 feet on Spring Gar
cten street and 160 feet on Forrest 
avenue. In the deed, Forrest ave• 
nue is called Lehigh avenue. 

The contract for the building of 
the school. which cost $2683, was 
awarded to Albert Beck, July 16, 
1881. This contract called for the 
erection of a school butldlng of 
one room, one story 14 feel high, 
Inside blinds, cellar wall 20 inches 
thick, and to the attic 18 Inches 
thick, roof of Chapman slate No. 1. 
The room to he wainscoted and the 
walls rough coated. It specifles 
that the front of the building is to 
he GO Ccet from Hart's lane. In 
this specification, 1'.,orrest avenue 
Is called Hart's Avenue for Mary 
Hart. a prominent resident who 
owned much property in the local
itv. In addition to the contract for 
u;e building, $395.00 is granted for 
500 feet of iron fence, 3 feet 6 
hwhes high, to enclose the bulJd· 
Ing, with two large posts at the 
rorner of the fence for two double 
gates with the cost of freight in
cluded. The architect. M. D. Dean, 
of Lansdale, gave a hlll of $6.00 
for his services. 

This huildlng served the purpose 
for which it was erected 1intil the 
\'l'-JIJ' 1S84 Wllf\,l the ni:!r.ber of 
irnJ)lls exceeded forty in number. 
Since it was necessary to provide 
room for this increase, the property 
committee was authorized "to em
ploy a mechanic to divide the room 
Into two rooms, at least possible 
expense, and to include a book 
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case." We are tater lnformed that 
the upper portion of this partition 
was made of glass us requested by 
the Principal, "that he might see 
for hltnself any miscondu<!t on the 
part of the scholars." 

The school board applied to tho 
Court In Septmnber 1881 for au
thority to Issue bonds under the 
regular school laws, which waR 
granted to the extent of $5000. A1>· 
plication bud previously been made 
for a share of the State's appropri
ation which was awarded through 
the treasurers of the townships 
from which the district was con
stituted. According to the legal 
requirement with the organization 
of the Ind~pendent School District, 
the four townships In the district 
were obliged to pay to the treas• 
urer of the newly created district 
sums of money pro1>0rtlonate to tho 
area of the assessed valuation of 
land taken and amount of taxes 
realized therefrom. 

Tho principals employeu were: 
James I<elsel from 18S1 to 1882; 
Lizzie Magee from 1882 to 1885; 
A. H. Mand('rbuch from 1885 until 
the school was discontinued. l<"Qte 
Ambler was in charge of the JL · rl· 
ary department established In 1R84. 
She Herved 8lx months and was 
succeeded by F'anny Sagebeer 
( Mrs. JameH nnrtkson) who taught 
until 1888, when Hannah Benn wad 
appointed. The latter served until 
the i;chool was discontinued. 

The fmlary granted the principal 
was first $·10.00 a month, later in
creased to $GO for a term of 10 
months, or "as long us he <loes 
Justice to his pupils.'' He was nl• 
lowed $10 a month for "sweeping 
and keeping the room clean." It 
is recnlled by one who was au eye 
witness to these occasions that he 
always wore a W£!t sponge over 
his nose and mouth. 

The secretary nnd treasurer were 
each granted a salary of $30 a year, 
later reduced to $26. The supplies 
f<lr the school for the year ending 
1882 cost $35.96 and the fuel $46.37, 
coal costing at that time $4.76 a 
ton. 

The school tax of the District 



started with 2½ mills, Increased in 
1891 to 4 mills. 

In 1884. Mrs. Mary Hart, a highly 
esteemed resident, Interested in 
education, made a gift of $26.00 to 
the school with the proviso that 
the Directors expend that amount 
in the purchase of books as Christ
mas gifts to the children. The 
ratrlotlc Order Sons of America, 
at their request, were granted the 
privilege of placing two National 
flags in the school room. 

In the year 1889, the following 
was adopted In regard to the ad
mission of children to the school: 
"No pupil shall he admitted to the 
school after one week of date of 
commencement of school except by 
written consent of one of the 
Board of Directors; and any pupfl 
who Is absent for two consecutive 
weeks (absence from home and 
sickness excepted) shall not be 
re-admitted without the written 
consent of one of the Board of Dir· 
ector:J.'' 

Evidently the directors were not 
in sympathy with Teachers' Insti
tutes when they wcro first organ
ized, attendance to which was op
tlonv.l on the oart of the teachers, 
for in 1883, the motion was made 
and carried "not to allow teachers 
for the coming year time out of 
school to attend Teachers' Insti
tutes, but to teach the full ten 
months, oth&rwlse their salarv 
would ho decreased for time o·f 
attendance at the same." In 1887, 
an act was passecl by the Senate 
and house of re}H'esentatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsvlvanin, 
authorizing and requiring ·Boards 
of School Directors to pay the 
teachers employed In the various 
districts for attendance at tho 
sessions of tho annual Countv In
stitutes In their res11P.ctlve ~mm
t le11. 

The locality In which the Incle• 
pendent School Distrkt exiE:ted 
was incorporated as a borough in 
1888. Tho geographical lines of the 
school dlsh·lct and Borough, how
ever, were not identical, nnd com
plications and confusions were for 
a time constantly occurring in r,~-
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gard to school matters. As a re• 
suit of the close relationship of tho 
two, legal ndvlce was frequently 
required for their settlement. 

The first controversy was In re
lation to the ownership o( the 
school building. The Independent 
District had built it and claimed its 
ownership. It was on Borough land 
The District appropriated $26.00 
In order to get a ruling from the 
Court in regard to its ownership. 
The opinion was filed July 7, 1890, 
and this decision gave the school 
building to the Borough, but it also 
provided for the payment of the 
latter of tho I.Jonded indebtedness, 
and interest of the Independent 
District. This sum amounted to 
$3504.94. the Borough issuing its 
own bonds. 

\Vhen the Bor:>ugh was assured 
of !ts ownership of the building as 
a result of the Court's decision, it 
took Immediate steps to have it 
enlarged in order to accommodate 
the increased number of chtlllren 
who were now residents in the 
locality. In 1891, they expended 
$7875 in the erection of an nddl• 
tlon, with the second floor un
finished until the following year, 
which required an additional ex
penditure of $1073. In 1S96 at1 ocl
clition was made which cost $4970. 
These additions to the one-room, 
one-story building erected by tho 
Independent School District to• 
gether served the Borough as It~ 
graded school until it was com
pletely destroyed by fire Ji'ehrnary 
20, 1926. 

During tho time that thPse al
terations and ndclitions were ma<le 
to the building, the sessions of tho 
school were held in n house on 
Greenwood avenue rented for that 
1rnrpose. 

December 9, 1891, the following 
settlement of the adjustment of 
the decree of school property, 
moneys wns made between the 
Borough of Ambler and tho Inde• 
pendent School District being com-



}llf'ted to the satisfaction of both 
parties: 

Dr. 
Bonds against the District $3100.00 
Interest on Bonds 1 t 1.2-1 

Cr. 
S('hool Bonds 

$3211.2~ 

$350-1.94 
82.46 

$3687.-10 
$3211.21 

Due to adjustment $376.16 
Balance In the treasury Dec. 1 

The area of tho Independent 
Srhool District which the Borough 
did not Include was small In com• 
parlsou to the area of the Boro; 

'nevertheless Its \'alue was com
paratl\'ely very great, and when the 
Court appointed appraisers to se
cure the assessed \'aluatlon or the 
two In order to get the amount ot 
taxation the District owed the 
Borough the difference which as 
we see from the above statement. 
was only $376.16 because the Vare 
estate was fn this small area, the 
valuation of which in the year 1 S~5 
was increased from $36,000 to 
$100,000. 

regard to the ways nud meanH of 
e1h1catl11g the children residing 'in 
the Dli-trfrt which WUH outHlde tlae 
Borough. 

Tho latter district claimed that 
legally they belonged to the school 
ht the Townships from which the 
ar«'n was taken, or otherwise, the 
District should erect Its own build· 
Ing. The residents or the area were 
unwllllng to do this because of the 
expense for such a small loeallty, 
and ra\'ored the convenience and 
facilities or tht! Borough school. 

Th(' Borough claimed that It did 
not haYe the power to admit these 
children until they could make 
-;atlsractory arrangements with the 
citizens or the area In regard to the 
rate of tuition, etc. The Independ• 
ent District waH not In a position 
to do this because It had no dlrec• 
tors. It had no treasurer to collect 
taxet1; all the former ones were 
residents o( the Borough. Not oue 
resided In the area whkh the Doro 
left out. 

During the time required to get 
the decision of the Court and get 
these matters adjusted, the children 
had many amusing experiences. The 
parentH would Insist that the Boro 
admit these children to Its school 

The Court decided the ownership and the children, In obedience, 
of the school 1,ulhllng a1ul adjusted would make the attempt, meeting 
the money matters between the two only with remorse and humiliation 
districts. But again It had to be when the Borough refused. In a few 
appealed to, and this time It was In cases chllda·en were take11 to other 
regard to the education of the localltlP.s and boarded with rela• 
thirty-five children lh·lng within tlves In order that their education 
the area of the Independent School might not be interrupted. 
District. The decision of the Court was 

The Borough refused to ad1: ·\t finally recel\'ed and this decreed 
these children to Its school for SH· that until such a time ns the Dis• 
eral reasons. The controversy be• trlct could be dissolved, the Boro 
tween the two could have been must admit the children living in 
settled at once If the District could the District to Its school; that the 
haYe been dissolved or discontinued, District must continue to hold Its 
but this could not be done; tt was meetings, select Its own directors. 
In e"<IBtence and had to be recog- and pay oYer to the Doro Its school 
nlzed until It was dissolved by law. laxes. It also decreed that the 
There was a law to create It hut a.q District must pro\'lde a suitable 
yet there waH none enacted to dh;- place for Its Directors to meet, 
continue It. They therefore ap- which also should be used as a 
pealed to the Court for a decision. polling place for election, etc. 
This took time, and In the mean- On June 6, 1891, In pursuance of 
time, the controversy continued In the decree of the Court, a building 
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was erected on the south side of 
Mount Pl<'asant avenue, on the 
property or John Thomson, between 
the bridge and the rnllroad for the 
use or the directors of the District 
and as a poJlfng place, at a rental 
of $16.00 per month. At the follow
Ing election, and until the District 
was dissolved, this building was 
used, as was the custom with TO\vn• 
ships, for the purpose of electing 
members of a school board for the 
remaining District from which the 
Doro was taken. 

In Urn artlcleB of agreement be
tween the Independent School Dis• 
lrlct and the Doro, Dec. 7, 1891, the 
latter agreed to admit the children 
of the District, thirty-five in num
ber, to Its school for the considera
tion of $1.26 a month for those of 
the grammar and secondary depart• 
ment. In 1908, the tuition was 
raised for pupils under High school 
grade to $20.00 a term, and for 
those In the High school, $40.00 per 
pupil. At the opening of every 
school term, the child would get a 
permit from the Independent 
School District signed by the sec
retary. This permit would be 
given to the Borough School Board 
to show they were children of the 
District and to Indicate number of 
bills to make out for their tuition. 

On January 30, 1911, the leglsla• 
ture passed a bill to dissolve the 
Independent School Districts In the 
State as the necessity arose, and·on 
that date, the Ambler District was 
dissolved and passed Into history. 

The following residents served 
as Directors of the Ambler Inde
l>endent School District. 

Wm. C. Walker, Dr. J. S. Shraw
der, Albert Beck, Joseph L. Reiff, 
David Ambler, David Knipe, Ed
mund Plumly, E. H. Johnson, Ed
win Faust, 1\fary Acuff, Harrison 
Rynear, S. T. Godfrey, H. W. B. 
Reed, Louis Gusman, John S. Crei!s
man. Hillery Vandegrift, B. W. 
Mammel, Newton l\fyers, Jesse 
Berkheimer, Wm. D. Lewis, Thos. 
Scarlet, John J. Thomson, Robert 
ca,ueron, Wm. R. Hallman, George 
Shoe,-:,aker, A. H. Camburn, E. W. 
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Markley, George Dowers, Wm. 
Hedrick, E. S. Landry, Richard 
Ford, Morris Walker, Jacob Smith, 
Stephan Gano, Lewis Valentine. 
Montgomery County Agricultural 

Society 
The Fair of the Montgomery 

County Agrlculturral Society, 
which was held annually In Ambler 
for ten consecutive years from 1870 
to 1880, holds a prominent place In 
the historic events of the County. 
It brought together, during the 
week It was held, thousands of peo
ple, and made the little village well 
::nown In far sections of the county. 

The Society had been In exis
tence and had held a Fair many 
years before ft came to Ambler In 
1870. It had a humble beginning 
In the year 1846 when a few farm
ers, residents of Norriton Town
ship, met once a month In 
the vfllage school for sociability, 
and dfscusfons of subjects In which 
they were mutually Interested, es
pecially In the line of agriculture. 
These meetings soon developed Into 
occasions of a public nature and 
the attendance became very large. 
A Society was organized which 
they called "The Jefferson Agrlcul• 
tural Society." The proposition 
made to this body to hold a Fair 
and exhibit the products of their 
farms met the approval of all tho 
members. 

They held the first Fair In the 
barn of a hotel near Norristown 
called, "The Fox Chase Inn." l•'or 
a few years following the first exhi
bition, ft was held alternately nt 
Penn Square and Jcffersonvllle. Ai; 
a result of the large attendance, 
these events were very successful 
financially and warranted the pur
chase of land for the erection of 
buildings thereon as a permanent 
location for holding their Fair. 

Four acres were purchased at 
Spring-town near Norristown, at 
the intersection of Germantown 
and DeKalb Street Pike, where 
every provision was made for an 
agricultural exhibition. In 1860, 
they changed the name to "The 
Montgomery County Agricultural 
Society." In the year 1869, the 



attenclnnce at the l<,nir wns very 
large, as we are Informed from 1111 
Item published in a pnper eirculnted 
nt the 1',alr. The following Item np
penrs in an issue dated October 7, 
185!1: "On the third day of the exhi
bition, the attendance at the 1',:llr 
was immensely large, estimated 
from 13,000 to 16.000. We would 
think the number was nenrer the 
latter. At nil events there was a 
living sea of humanity all day mo,·
lng to and fro." 

A split then arose in the organi
zation nnd as a result two societies 
were formed. One retalhed the 
name of "Agrltulturnl Society of 
Montgomery County" and contin
ued to hold an annual Fair nt 
Spring-town until It moved to Am
bler In 1870. The other took the 
name "East Pennsylvania Agricul
tural s· ~lety" and organized July 
4, 1866, purchased twenty acres In 
Norristown at the corner or Stan
bridge and :Marshall Sts. and helcl 
an exhibition at this location every 
year until It dlsbanclecl In 1877. 

On October 8, 1868, all the pro
perly at Spring-town was sold at a 
public sale, which Included, accord
Ing to the advertisement, a large 
frame building, comprising the halt 
and Its wings, Secretary and Treas
urer's office, music stand, Judges 
stand, she<ls, floral tent, and 10,000 
feet of lumber. In the meantime, 
plans were being made for the pur
chase of land In Ambler where the 
future Fairs of the Society were to 
be held. Efforts were made to 
have ft held in Lansdale or North 
Wales. However, influential mem
bers interested In Ambler real es
tate won their cause. 

Thirty-five acres were purchased 
In Ambler, Aprfl 1870, and Included 
all the section In the second ward 
when the town became a Borough. 
It was bounded by Rosemary Ave
nue, Lemon, Church, and Spring 
Garden Streets, as these streets 
exist today. 

rons o( the Fnir were obliged to 
trespass on J)rlvnte property In or
der to have nC'cess to the enclosc1l 
grounds. It wns ,·Hally necessary 
to have nn outlet to these two 
main arteries of travel. For thl~ 
purpose, tlwy purchased 88 perches 
or land from Alexander Niblock ut 
n cost of $440.00 the following April, 
1871, thus gaining an outlet to the 
Bethlehem Pike. Dut the railroad 
hnd to be reached, also, and in 
September, they bought an acre 
and forty perches from Georgo 
Knight for $162.00. 

The second exhibition wns held 
September 21 and 22, 1871. The 
"Hatboro Spirit'' in an issue of the 
pre\'lous month stated "the 
grounds in Ambler were being put 
In order for the coming fair which 
will be held there," and In the 
same paper a week ofter it was 
held said, "Although the grounds 
were unimproved the fair helcl In 
Ambler ,,·as a great success, and 
had an attendance o( 6000 to G000 
persons." 

The advertisement In the news
papers was as follows: "The 25th 
anniversary of the Montgomery 
County Agricultural Society will 
be held in Ambler. This gives cre
dence to tholr recognition as the 
original society which was organ
ized In Spring Town In 1846." 

The vllluge of Ambler now show
ed much prosperity; three good 
hm\ses were built near the station; 
Wampole bought the hotel near 
the railroad which had been built 
the previous year by William Lu• 
gar. He advertised "that he was 
getting ready to accommodate the 
people who came to the fair and 
that he had sheds to shelter forty 
horses. Also ample room for any 
number of carriage~." He named 
the buikllng "The Ambler Park 
Hotel" and provided n hall on the 
second floor or the sheds, which 
helcl 200 person!!. Its entrance was 
on Short street. "Yerkes Hall," as 
it becnmo known, wus named after After the first exhtbltfon, which 

was held In the fall or the same 
year, they realized they had no out- a son-in-law of Lugar. For many 
let to the Bethlehem Pike or the years ft was used for lectures and 
raflroad nnd that the public and pat- public gatherings and Is dlstlnc-
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tlve ns the first publlc hall In the 
borough. 

The home life of the r~sldents 
was materially ntrected ln anttcl• 
J>ation of the coming e\'ent, "the 
l<]xhlhltlon Week." Great prepara
tions were made by them mnny 
weeks preparatory to Its grand 
opening for the entertainment of 
friends and relatives who resided 
far nwav and wen~ expected to 
visit thein during the week of great 
oxcftemrnt. 

It was a great e,·ent-thls Coun
ty J<'nlr held In Ambler-bringing 
thousands of people. It is of in• 
toresl to 11s of the later generation 
to recnll some or Its nssociatlons. 

A lnrge J)art of the 35 acres pur
chased wns enclosed with a board 
fence six feet. high, nearly nil of 
which was whitewashed. There 
were two entrn nces, one on the 
Bethlehem pike and the other one 
on the west side. This latter en· 
trance was a short distance north 
of Orange a,·emte where the sta
tion wns nt that time located. In 
this enclosure, a race tract of one· 
hnlf mile wns pro\'lded for the 
races. On the location of the pres• 
ent Church street, hox stalls were 
erected. The stables, blacksmith 
shop and carriage sheds were on 
this street from Rosemnry uvenue 
to the l(nlght property. 

There were se,·eral houses erect
ed In the enclosed grounds for ex
hlhltlon purposes. One, called the 
"Blue House" hecause it was 
painted bhw, wns the admfnfstra• 
lion building. It contained nil the 
paraplwrnnlfn connected with the 
ract>s and offices for the mnna• 
gers' bushrnss transactions, and 
bedrooms for the caretakers. 

A grandstand was built 144x34 
feet to sent those who witnessed 
tho races. Opposite the stand was 
the main hulidlng, "The exhibition 
building," the main feature of the 
fair 011tsld1.i of the races as It con• 
talned innumerable exhibits. In 
187:l, they erected a building 200 
feet long and 24 fMt wide In which 
they exhibited the machinery. 

Tho second floor of the exhlhl• 
tlon building contained tlte exhlh• 
Its of thP. women. There was keen 
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competition among them due to 
the largo premiums In money offer
ed for the best baked cake or loaf 
of bread, or preserved fntlt. The 
display of needlework was espec• 
tally nttractl\'e. A patchwork 
quilt of 8400 pieces, the work of 
the mother of Dr. A. D. .:\larkley 
of Hatboro, won great prnlse. 

.:\lany articles used by us in our 
e,·ery-day occupation were exhlh• 
fled for the first time at the Am
bler fair. The bicycle In those 
days was a novelty and the offer 
of $100 for the winner In a bicycle 
raco brought a great crowd on the 
day It took place. Machinery at
tracted people from far distant sec
tions or the country. They could 
not he convinced that the machine 
thev saw at the Amblel' fair could 
thresh grain and at the same time 
throw the strnw Into bundles, and 
another that would mark two rows 
and drop the corn nt equal dis
tance and at the same time co\'er 
fl with soil sufficient for its growth. 

The scarcity of timber was a ser
ious matter to the farmers In these 
days of the l<'alr, and a correspond
ent once said, "The barbed-wire 
exhibited, a substitute for rails for 
fencing, was well worth a trip lo 
the Ambler I<'alr." 

There was also a flowe1· show 
equal to similar shows of the pres
ent dny held in suburban sections. 
A record says, "There was an elah
ornte stone grotto built nt great ex
pense and In the midst of the cpen
ing surrounded by n wall, a foun
talnt hrew up great Jets of water to 
the cellfng, and on the side of the 
wall there wns nn nrtlflclal spray 
which was most beautiful." An at
tractive feature close to the f01m
tnln threw up great jets of water to 
Liberty, three feet In height, dress
ed magnificently In the three na
tional colors, "stunning In loveli
ness" the record said. 

All the sports known at thnt time 
were to he seen at the fair grounds. 
Four carrier pigeons were noter! 
and then tossed In the ah·. Rtr.t• 
nfng races, broad jumps, and trnck 
meets were held with prizes for 
tho winners. A prize of $7 was giv
en to a hoy not over 17 years whtJ 



could prov~ In a plowing cvntcst on the grounds, the prominence of 
that he was capable to do that gambling In tho racing field, and 
work. disapproval of the method of 

Premiums were offered tor pet awarding premiums. 
anfmnls exhibited. A rabbit one The Inst exhibit ot nny merit 
year old ·;nlued at $200 won a was In 1879. The local press at 
J)rlze. Qrnntltfes or fruit and veg- that time said, "The fair at Aml!ler 
etables v.ere exhibited ln the effo1·t was not a financial success. few 
'i.o · wfn a premium In money. were present either Crom lndlffcr• 

The fair was a popular event In ence or lack of Interest." 
fts early years. Special trains An exhibit of small pretensions 
f1·um Philadelphia with the reduc- was held fn 1881. The last thing 
cd tare of fifty cents for the ronnd chronicled as n 1,nrt of the fair was 
.trip brought great crowds. The in 1882 when an advertisement 
railroad company laid a double read; "A great event will take 
track on Its road ns far as Ambler place on the fair grounds In Am· 
In 1873 In order to accommodate bier between some of the greatest 
the patrons of the fair. race horses In the world." 

The gate receipts for one day The sensation of that day was 
were $2000, and the grandstand tho discovery of n local horse cap-
took In $300 from witnesses or the able of trotting n mile In 2.31 the 
races. The usual atendance wns first time he was put on the track. 
from 6000 to 6000. In 1873, It was The story goes that Black Frank 
claimed to be 13,000, which made had recently been bought at Isaac 
possible the payment of $14,500 Jn Tyson's horse sale for $167.00. His 
premiums. The Jarge attendance owner had no knowledge of the 
on two occasions wns attributed to speed of which he was capal>le, 
the presence of Governors Harl• but put him on the track In a race 
ranft nnd Deaver, who were enthu- with a pony In hopes ot winning a 
slastically received. wager on the race, when the dis• 

The horse racln',! was the attrae- covery of his record was made. ~\s 
Uon to many. In 1872, the adver- a result of this, he was at once pur• 
tfsement rend as follows: "The chased by a well known race horses 
Montgomery County Agricultural trainer for $3500. However, a few 
Society on Its grounds In Ambler days later, DJack Frank died of 
has the best race track In the State Jock Jaw as a result of having pick· 
and the coming exhibition wlll ho ed up a splinter on the track. His 
without exception the hfgheBt death was a great loss, financially, 
toned one ever held In PennsyJ. to his owner and a disappointment 
and the competitions will be open• to tho racing world. 
vanla, and competitions will be In this year, the grounds ceased 
opened to the world." to give the public entertainment ns 

In that year 140 hors~s were P.;<- sponsored by the Agricultural So• 
hlblted, 70 of these or the oest cfety. It served however, to be a 
trotting stock. A premium of $900 public factor tor the community be• 
was given to the best four-In-hand cause of other events held there. 
trot of high bred horses to a drag On June 10, 1886, the Jllstorlcnl 
car1•yfng four persons. societies of Bucks and Montgomery 

The fair was a financial success Counties held a joint meeting on 
until 1876 when the Interest began the grounds, bringing together 800 
to decline, due fn part to the at• people. On this occasion, twelve 
tractlonf; offered by the centennial papers were read and an elaborate 
held fn· Phfladelphfa fn that year. musical program was presented. 
Vital causes, however, were the The grounds were a favorite 
dissensions which arose among the place for Sunday school ptcnfcg 
officers nnd active workers, and from Phfladelphfa and elsewhere. 
the resignation of many ot these On August 13, 1874, a memorable 
from the organization because of event of this nature took place when 
their objection to the lntrodlulqcutloorns the Baptist Church of Ambler held 
or the sale of intoxicating 
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lta annual picnic which 2000 ))eople 
attended. The J\flnlstcrlnl Union of 
Ambler and vicinity, which was 
promoted hy Rev. Lyman Powell for 
good fellowshfl> and discussion of 
topics relative to Christian work, 
flrst organized at meetings held In 
the Blue House. The Wlssahlckon 
Orange No. 760 held Its meetings In 
one or the buildings, which It rent• 
ed from June 5, 1881 to Dec. 6, 1884, 
a few weeks after It was organized 
at the home of Jacob and Sarah 
Rex. An event held on the grounds 
which rlmlled the attendance of 
any dn)' of exhibition was a com
bined meeting of the Granges from 
sernral adJoht Ing counties. 

The Ambler Country Club leaqed 
the Blue House and after extensive 
Interior alterations, Involving an 
expense of $1260, utilized It for 
their meetings which were 1>rlncl
pally of a social nature. 

Dut·lng the years the grounfls 
were used for these popular events, 
every effort was made by the stock• 
holders of the company to make a 
sale of the property In order to re• 
cover the money they invested for 
the operation of the Fair. A sale 
was finally made to John Turner at 
the expiration of a five year lease 
he previously had on the property. 
While the amount or money realized 
from this sale was ample to pay otf 
the bonds of first mortgages held 
by a few Individuals against the 
land, it was not sufficient ht amount 
to make any returns to the stock
holders for their Investment. 

Turner was a well known train• 
er of race horses, and the one-hnlf 
mile track which was Included In 
his purC'hase, ser\'cd him a good 
puri>ose In his business career. He 
went out of business In the year 
1904. During the.'!o Intervening 
years there was a gradual disappear
ance of all the landma1 xs of the 
Ambler Fair Grounds. 

One of the buildings was sold to 
Albert Shaw, who moved ft to his 
own property on Park avenue where 
he conducted a business for the re
pair of carriages, machinery, etc. 
During the later ownership of the 
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bu1fdlng by Harvey D:1ger and ChaR. 
Gerhart, It was utilized for the sale 
and storage or furniture. 

The blacksmith shop became thP 
property or Cllff'ord Martin which 
he·also removed to his own land on 
I.Andenwold avenue near Green• 
wood. The Blue House and the one 
In which the trainer of the horse~ 
lived were converted into modern 
dwelling houses, later owned hy 
Richard Murflt and Walter Wentz, 
on Trinity and Rosemary avenues. 

The admtnlstra.tlon building
standing for many years, was thA 
last one to disappear. Turner took 
out the ground floor, removed the 
partitions and used It for sheltering 
his horses. The upstairs was used 
as a play house for his children. A 
large portion of the building and 
part of the sheds used for shelter
Ing the horses, which extended on 
Church street. from Rosc~nary ave
nue to U1e Knight track, were !ll
most completely destroyed in the 
cyclone of 1896. The remaining J)or
tlon of the building was later struck 
by lightning and completely con
sumed. 

Thomas Gillen purchased a large 
portion of the old lumber at a sale 
of the Turner property. A sale of 
the ground was gradually made by 
Tur.uer when he went out of bus
iness. Dr. R. V. ::\fattison bought 
the portion known as the centre 
field because It was the enclosure 
around the race track later used as 
a ball field. 

The J>ortlon unsold at the time 
of Turner's death in 1912 was cut 
Into building lots and divided 
among his eight children. 

The following were the offlc(.lrs 
of the Fair In Its later years: Pres., 
Dr. l\1fltor Newberry; vice J)re">• 
ldent, Charles D. Norton; treasurer 
David Dunnet; rec. sec., Jos. Rex; 
sec., Daniel WUllams. Home Depart
ment: Pre8., Hannah Jones, Jarret
town; vice prea., Mrs. Dr. New
b~rry; rec. sec., Miss Annie Keisel, 
Amhler; correa. sec., Mary Stref'P• 
er, Broad Axe. Managers: Eliza 
Ambler, Ambler: Mary Sta~khouse, 
Chestnut Hill; Lizzie Walmsley, of 



Hatboro; Sally Styer, Norrlstnwn; 
Sally Conard, Whitemarsh; l\fl~ 
Zell, Con~hohocken; Mrs. George 
Wolf, Plymouth; Mrs. Leo Gnni• 
gues, Jarrettown; Miss l<~mlly 
Hetrick, of Whitemarsh. 

Chronologlcal Table of Events; 
200 Years of History of 

Ambler 1682 - 1888 
1682 Territory later Ambler Doro 

bought by William Harmer. 
Built grist mm and fulllng 
mill on his tract of 408 acres. 

1730 l<~lrst road, now l\lt. Phmsant 
Avenue, laid out for public 
travel to reach Wm. Hnr• 
mer's mills. Later extended 
to present Fort Washington 
locality. 

1733-Wllllam Harmer died. All of 
Harmer's trnct bought by 
Morris Morris. 

1739 Butler avenue confirmed by 
the Court as a public high
way. 

1744 Church St. , onfirmed by the 
Court for public trnvel to 
reach Burks Mill on the Mor
ris Road. 

1768 First house In Borough land 
opened for public accomm1J
datlon by Isaac Davis, on the 
Bethlehem Pike. 

1759 Original tract of 408 acres 
divided. John St even s 
bought 84 acres and grist 
mlll. 
Daniel Morris, son of .i\forrls 
Morris, took tltlo to the full
Ing mill and 89 acres at the 
death of his father. 

1763 Morris road confirmed by 
the Court for public travel 
through a petition of Samuel 
Morris and others. 

1771 Grist mill bought by Joseph 
Morris, no relative of M. 
Morris, from John Stevens. 

1776 Joseph Detwiler bought grist 
mill and 84 acres from J. 
Morris road. 

1778 Wertsners l\1111 on Morris 
road erected. 

1784 MIii built by John Burk on 
Morris road "gone to decay." 
New mill built by Jacob 
Reiff on Morris road. 

1789 Jacob Ulrich deeded 79 acres 
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now In second ward, to tho 
Acuff famfly. Later pur• 
chased and developed by tho 
Ambler Real Estate and De
velo))ment Co. On this tract 
stands the house owned by 
Hadclfffe. 

1790 Jonathnn ri"'homns establish
ed a tannery at Gflky's Cor• 
ner and also the first under• 
taking business In Upper 
nublfn TW(), 

1799 Dr. A r ch I h aid McClean 
drowned whfle fording the 
Wissahlckon creek at tho 
Butler A venue Intersection. 
Ho was the first physician In 
Upper Dublin. 

1800 Dr. George Thomas opened 
nn office In Ambler. 

1810 Tannery at Gllky's Corner 
sold to James Rutter. Bradls 
famfly built Clover MIil at 
Butler avenue and Spring 
Garden St. 

1832 Tract ot 82 acres, owned by 
Arthur Bradls, on which the 
fulllng mill and clover mill 
stood, sold to Andrew Arn• 
bier. Clover Mfll and 36 
acres later sold to Isaac 
Thomas. 

1843 Jos. Reiff bought grist mm 
on Butler Ave. at Intersec
tion with Wlssahlckon. 

1860 Tannery at Gflky's Comer 
sold to Alvin Faust. 

1863 Butler Avenue Incorporated 
as a turnpike by an net of 
Assembly. 

1866 Formal opening of the Rall
road through this section, 
July 2. First Impetus to the 
prosperity of the locality. 

1866 July 17, the great railroad 
accident near Fort Washing
ton. 
George Knight purchased 
hnd from Church St. to But• 
ler Avenue on both sides of 
Ri..,lroad. Sold land for a 
bank, coal yard, and store 
for sale of general merchan• 
dlse. First to r.'..ff•Jlop the lo• 
callty of the Boir< llgh where 
ho made his p·.:,·chase. Barn 
on this property, built by 



John J<;verart, dntcd 1789. 
1858 Toll gate plnced on Butler 

Avenue, west side of rail• 
road, for coJlectlon of toll. 

1860 Toll gate erected on east 
side of Railroad. 

1862 Burk's Mill on Mc- · J Road 
ceased grinding. l ,.,,ng raco 
and ran or but 6 feet of wn• 
ter on tho wheel made It ex• 
pensive to operate. All other 
mills In locl\llty operated 
more than 20 yenrs moro. 

1867 Eberhard Flues started a 
woolen factory In tho aban• 
cloned grist mill built by 
John Durk on Morris road. 

1868 Mary Ambler died August 8. 
1868 1',frst real estnte develop• 

ment; Jonathan Lukens on 
,vest side of Du tier A venue, 
and Charles Shoemaker on 
East. Jonathan Lukens start
ed coal and lumber yard on 
l\laln St. near the station. 

1869 July 20, name of station 
changed from Wlssabickon 
to Ambler. 

1870 Post office moved from Isaac 
Thomas' store on Bethlehem 
Pike, to Joseph WIison's 
store, corner of Butler ave• 
nue and Main St. 

1870-1880 Montgomery County Ag. 
ricuttural Society held In Am• 
bler. 

1872 Tho Methodist Church of Jar• 
rettown organized a mission in 
Ambler. 

1874 Flues woolen mill closed. 
1878 Tho toll gate on ,vest side of 

railroad abandoned and tho 
two gates consolidated on East 
side. Toll gate on (last side 
closed by tho Court for collec
tion of toll January 20, 1890. 
Burned one month later. 
Gllky's corner changed Its 
name to Rose Valley. 
Baptists built a chapel on lot 
purchased in 1873. 
An attempt made hy the Pres• 
byterlan Church to start a mis• 
slon. 

1881 Era of grist m111s began to de
cline. A renaissance of Indus• 

try; Keasbey & l\lattlson mov• 
eel their plant to Ambler from 
Philadelphia. 
First copy of Ambler Gazette 
published, December 1. 
Independent School District 
organized. 

1882 First drug store In Dorough 
opened by Mr. Refckard at 
corner of l\latn and Walnut 
Sts. 

1884 Thomson's 1\1111 on Mt. Pleas
ant A venue ceased grinding. 
Relff's Mlll on Butler A venue 
closed. 

1835 J. Watson Craft bought coal 
yard on Main St. nenr station 
established by Jonathan ·Lu• 
kens in 1866. 
Board walk laid from Main St. 
to station. Locality provided 
with lights. Residents organ
ized "the lamp association" 
supported by voluntary con
tributions. Unsatisfactory. Af
ter one year the following r£. 
port of expenses was given: 

For new lamps, matches, 
posts, payment of wages, 
$128. 76; received hy contrl• 
buttons, $109.95; by credit 
for empty barrels, $4.85; 
overdrawn, $13.95. 

Emmanuel Methodist church 
(colored) moved their hoUSE, 
of worship on wheels from 
Penllyn where It was located 
to Ambler, In a section later 
Poplar St. 
Methodist Episcopal church or• 
gantzed In James Morris house 
on Race St. 
Edmund Plumly opened his 
now store at corner of Race & 
Main St. Employed four clerks. 
HaH on second floor to accom
modate 400 persons. 

1886 Corner stone of St. Anthony's 
church laid April 11. 

1886 Presbyterian church and Sun
day school organized In Plum• 
ly's Hall. 
First fire fn Ambler, July 8th. 
In one hour, tho homo of The
aore Qulnty on CJhestni,t St., 
as later located, was com• 
pletely consumed. The resl• 
dents called n meeting to con-



sider ways whereby In the fu. 
ture the residents could he 
protected from a similar dis• 
aster. 
Ambler connected with the out 
side world hy telephone. The 
Delaware & Atlantic telephone . 
Co. plnced an exchange ln 
Relckard's Drug Store. F'lve 
subscribers. 

1887 Hague's Mill on Bethlehem 
Pike, the Inst of the nine In 
the land later tho Borough, to 
cease grinding. 
Meeting for fire protection 
held. 100 residents subscribed 
$5.00 each which gave a work• 
ing capital of $600. With this 
they purchased hose and pipe 
connected with Keasbey & 
Mattison Co. works which had 
an adequate supply of water. 
Meeting of lamp association 
held Nov. 1. Decided to mergo 
with a company about to or• 
ganlze to light the vfllage with 
electricity through a current 
supplied by Keasbey & Mat
tison. 
Anna Jane Mercer purchased 
the grist mlll erected by Wm. 
Harmer and demolished it 
later. 
Meeting held in April to dis• 
cuss incorporating the locality 
as a Borough. First definite 
step taken Nov. 22. Following 
call addressed to the people: 

"A lnrgo number of the res• 
idents of the village nro de• 
sirous of having some propor
tionate return for the taxes 

paid out annually and believe 
the most economical pllln 
would be to lncorpornte our 
vHlage Into o Borough, which 
under conservative manage
ment would not materfaJty in• 
crease our present tax rate, 
and yet would yield lasting Im• 
provement and give our town 
many permanent advantages, 
and add greatly to the value 
of property throughout the 
place. 

"A meeting "¥'Ill be held in 
Buchanan Hall at tho corner 
of Main St. and Butler Avenue 
Tuesday evening, Nov. 22, 1887 
when a proposed plan will be 
submitted for which you1· ad• 
vice nnd endorsement fa ask• 
ed. Bclfevlng such action 
necessary for the best Inter• 
csts or our community." 

Very truly, 
J. J. Houghton, 
H. V. Mattison, 
H. 0. Keasbey, 
J. S. Buchanan. 

Dec. 1 Borough association met In 
Buchanan Holl with H. G. 
Keasbey In chair. Motion 
made that the committee be 
authorized to take legal steps 
to have an Incorporated Boro, 
by a petition to the Court, and 
that a survey be made. 

1888 Ambler incorporated as a 
Boro June 16. First meeting of 
Council held Sept. 7 In office 
of Wertsnor & Buchanan on 
Main St. between Duller ave• 
nue and Race St. 

Facsimile of 

Sfgnature 
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