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€ NorTos JUNGMANN, Jacob Schueider,
George Gerrish and Francis Ritter!
Though their forms are locked in the
embrace of death, their memory will
always be cherished by their fellow-
craftsmen.”

Toast of Jacob Knabb
Banquet of Printers of Reading
Benjamin Franklin
Birthday Commmemoration
Januarvy 17th, 1869
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THE FIRST DECADE OF PRINTING
IN
READING, PENNSYLVANIA

®
FOREWORD

lHE PRODUCTION of a bibliography embrac-
ing the known imprints which emanated

hal| from the early presses of the town of Read-
mg in the State of Pennsylvania has for many
years been contemplated by those who seek to re-
vive and perpetuate the local tradition. This lit-
tle volume represents the fulfillment of a long
cherished aspiration.

Bibliographies as a class arc seldom inspir-
ing but, with the use of plates illustrating the
imprints listed, it is my hope that the pamphlet
may not prove too tedious.

These plates, however, are costly and it is not
likely that the plan for an effective illustrated
bibliography would have been realized without
the generous assistance of a local banking insti-
tution, the Reading National Bank and Trust
Company. There is, to be sure, an element of
advertising entering into the publication, but this
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Tur FFirst DECADE oF PRINTING

is negligible compared with the outlay involved,
so that the work must be regarded as a benefaction
rather than as an investment.

The time of the definite commencement of
printing in this vicinity is probably the year 1788,
although as will hereafter be suggested, there is
sound reason for believing that a press was set
up in Reading at a much earlier date.

The productions of our Reading press in the
first decade of its existence, or from 1788 to 1800,
are few. So far as we know they consist of four
newspapers, fifteen books, sundry taufscheins, or
baptismal certificates, one magazine, one play bill,
and three almanacs. 1 have not the assurance to
say that the list thus given is a complete one, for
newly discovered publications may turn up at any
time from sources or collections of which I am
ignorant; nor is it possible to know of all the
Reading imprints which may lic undiscovered in
public libraries or private collections. An ele-
ment of uncertainty must always exist. Professor
Seidenstecker, for instance, in his exhaustive work
The First Century of German Printing in Amer-
ica cites only eight Reading imprints in the first
decade, and yet his work is regarded as authorita-
tive.

The first printed matter in the district now
erected as Berks County was the output of the
presses of Philadelphia and Germantown. Brad-
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FFOREWORD

ford’s American Weekly Mercury, established in
1719, the original newspaper of the Middle Col-
onies, circulated in Reading, although, being in
the English tongue, it never attained an extensive
subscription amongst the German people who
constituted the bulk of our population. Franklin
dismisses it rather summarily as, “A paltry thing,
wrelchedly managed, and in no way entertaining.”
But then the Sage was not always impartial in
discussing rival publications.

The first Pennsylvania German newspaper,
the Philadelphische Zeitung of 1732 found a
readier welcome in Berks, as did Mr. Sauer’s
German Berichte of a somewhat later period.
The presses of these several periodicals did job
printing as a side issue and it is from these that
the printed forms issued in the first courts of
Berks County emanated.  Indeed, legal forms
containing the printed appellations “Berks” and
“Reading” appeared contemporaneously with the
foundation of our county, having evidently been
prepared in advance, although there is no record
or tradition of local printing at this carly period.
Sonc of these forms are from the press, and carry
the insignia of Franklin and Hall, others of James
Humphreys of Philadelphia, and others of Sauer
of Germantown. Still others were printed in
Lancaster.,

[7]



Tue First DeEcADE oF PRINTING

It is quite within the realm of possibility that
some enterprising citizen set up a press in Reading
at the period of the foundation of the village, but
there is no historical proof in support of this con-
jecture, nor does there exist a trade mark of a
Reading printer upon any book or document prior
to the year 1788, generally accepted as the be-
ginning of typography in Berks County.

There remains, however, onc episode in the
carly history of our county so strongly suggestive
of the establishment of a Reading printery during
the Revolution that I feel that I should give the
details as fully as may be, leaving it to the reader’s
judgment to determine whether or not there is
sufficient evidence to warrant the assumption that
printing was carried on in Reading during the
War for Independence.

About the time when the great Surveyor
General, Nicholas Scull, was running the bound-
aries of the new town of Reading on the Schuyl-
kill, there arrived in Philadelphia a young Scotch
printer named David Hall. He had learned his
trade in Edinburgh and had been an apprentice
of the celebrated Strahan, a friend of Dr. Frank-
lin’s, and the mai. » whom the Philosopher after-
wards addressed his much quoted letter,

“Look upon your hands. They are red avith
the blood of your relations,” etc.

[8]



JFOrREW ORD

Strahan gave the young Caledonian letters
of introduction to Franklin and other provincial
dignitaries, and we find him presently established
as a partner of the firm of Franklin and Hall
Franklin went to England and apparently lost his
connection with the enterprise so that when David
Hall died in 1772 the business was carried on by
his son William and by one Sellers under the title
of Hall and Sellers. This William Hall was a
stout Whig and printed the script or paper money
with which a credulous and impoverished Con-
gress vainly imagined they could settle their obli-
gations.

In the fateful year of 1777, after the dis-
asters on the Brandywine, it became obvious
to the patriotic printer that the entry of Corn-
wallis into Philadelphia was unavoidable, in
which event he would inevitably be hung and his
property confiscated. In this dilemma Mr. Hall
hastily packed his presses upon bullock carts and
made his way up the Schuylkill Valley in search
of a refuge, which he finally found in the town
of Reading. He purchased from Attorney Ed-
ward Biddle the fine lot, No. 16, at the Southeast
corner of Penn and Callowhill Streets, afterwards
occupied by the Mansion House. Mr. Hall took
title to this lot on March 15th, 1777, paying there-
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THE FIRsT DECADE oF PRINTING

for £1800, a large sum for the period. He sold it
again to Mark Bird, the iron master, in October

of 1778.

Now I can discover no imprint of Hall and
Sellers emanating from Reading, nor have I seen
in the mass of Continental paper money issued in
this trying period any bill marked as printed in
Reading. But it is hard to believe that there was
a complete cessation of the printing of money at
this critical time, and if the script was produced
at all, it could only have been by Hall in Reading.
It is regrettable that in the absence of more re-
liable evidence, this interesting query must remain
in the realm of conjecture.

Passing now to the authenticated records, I
find that the earliest date for any publication
printed in Berks County is 1788, in which year
a pair of enterprising printers who styled them-
selves “B. Johnson and T. Barton” established
a printing office on the north side of Penn Square
almost midway between Fifth and Sixth streets.
In 1790, appears a new partner, the celebrated
Gottlob Jungmann, and the printery was removed
to ‘a location on the north side of Penn Street
between Fourth and Fifth streets.

The Christian names of these two men were
long unknown, but have lately been ascertained
from the tax lists to be Benjamin and Thomas,
respectively. Of these pioneers very little is

[10]
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known. Johnson may have come from German-
town where Christopher Sauer had an apprentice
of this name in his printing establishment, but
there is no definite proof of the connection. John-
son seems to have been primarily a vendor of
hardware, and his business was carried on in the
same building which housed the printery. Per-
haps he found the returns from the printing busi-
ness at this early date too precarious to rely upon
them entirely for his livelihood. Having in mind
the adage of our great Master Printer and Phi-
losopher, “Keep thy shop and thy shop will keep
thee,” he prudently clung to a business whose
emoluments were certain. So late as 1800 we find
Johnson removed to Philadelphia, but still adver-
tising his stock of hardware in the Reading jour-
nals. He apparently never relinquished his lit-
erary predilections, for as the last item in a list of
utilitarian objects he timidly inserts “An assort-
ment of books newly received and for sale.¥

About Barton still less is known but his con-
nection with the printing business in Reading
seems only to have endured for a period of five
years, or until 1793, after which his name no
longer appears.

Sometime in the year 1789 Gottlob Jung-
mann, Reading’s first postmaster, became associ-
ated with the printery. This was a man of energy
and ability, who soon dominated the firm. John-
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son dropped first out of the co-partnership, prob-
ably in 1790, to be followed in 1793 by Barton,
leaving Mr. Jungmann in possession of the busi-
ness. At that time he was associated with one
John Gruber, a printer who came from German-
town, but later Gruber also retired and Mr. Jung-
mann conducted the business alone.

Mr. Jungmann and his newspaper, the Read-
inger Zeitung, occupied the local field without
competition for seven years, or until May, 1796,
when Jacob Schneider founded his printing cs-
tablishment. This firm was first known as
Schneider and Gerrish, being composed of Jacob
Schneider and George . Gerrish.

Of Gerrish (sometimes spelt Gerrisch), little
is known. Hec was the subject of a savage attack
in the copy of the Advertiser issued October 16th,
1798, in which an anonymous correspondent
writes: “Are you not the acquaintance of George
Gerrish on awhose head a reward of $100 acas of-
fered for Horse Stealing in Maryland.”

Mr. Gerrish soon retired but Mr. Schneider
with his Reading Adler kept on. Naturally
enough, the two printing offices were opposed to
cach other in politicsy, Mr. Jungmann being a
Federalist and Mr. Schneider a Democrat, and
considerable bitterness developed as evidenced by

[12]
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the acrimonious corresponence which occupied
the columns of the Zeitung and the Adler respec-
tively.

The only products of the press of Barton and
Johnson in the year 1788, or at least the only ones
which have survived to us, are two quaint vol-
umes entitled, respectively, 4 General Descrip-
tion of the Thirteen United States of America
and Advice to the Fair Sex 1n a Series of Letters
to a Sister. So far as 1 know there exist two
copies of the Description of North America,
onc in the possession of that renowned bibliogra-
pher Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach of Philadelphia,
and the other in the collection of the late Dr,
George Hetrich, of Birdsboro. Of the Advice
to Young Ladies, possibly the only copy in ex-
istence is in the collection of our assiduous local
collector, Louis J. Heizmann. Dr. Rosenbach’s
copy of the Description of North America was
formerly the property of Governor Samuel W.
Pennypacker, who regarded it as the first book
printed in Reading. Dr. Rosenbach being the
present fortunate possessor of the volume has not
unpardonably adopted this view. Inasmuch, how-
cver, as both volumes appeared in the same year,
and as neither one has any identification as to day
or month of issue, the same claim might be made
for Mr. Heizmann’s book. The first advertise-

[13]
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ment of either book appears in the Readinger
Zeitung of April Sth, 1798, in which both books
are mentioned contemporaneously.

The four newspapers produced in the first
decade, namely, the Neue Unpartheyische Read-
inger Zeitung, The Weekly Advertiser, T'he Read-
inger Adler, and Th Impartial Reading Herald
are hereinafter discussed separately. Their pe-
rusal in the files of our local Historical Society
will interest and reward the antiquarian and the
historian.

The printing of almanacs begun in 1798 has
continued to the present day. The only surviving
play bill of the period is illustrated in this volume.

A brave attempt was made in the closing years
of the century to establish a magazine for circula-
tion in Berks County. This forlorn hope was led
by the optimistic Jacob Schneider but it does not
appear that more than one number was ever issued.
The Adler of January lIst, 1799, contains a pro-
spectus of the proposed magazine, stating that it is
to be for the advancement of history, geography,
and economics and that the good folk of Reading
and Berks County are invited to subscribe. By
the 8th of January, 1799, the fond publishers an-
nounce that the magazine was almost ready, “bey-
nahe zur Presse fertig.” On the Ist of February,
1799, this Readinger Magazine appeared in all
its glory. It embodied an article upon the Con-

[14]
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stitution of America, a formula for the making of
bread from potatoes, and much poesie upon the
destruction of the Bastille. The first number was
probably the last, as no further reference is made
to the ill-starred venture. No copy survives, but
if one did, it would be worth its weight in gold,
for the Readinger Magazine has vanished as com-
pletely as the famed lost books of Livy.

This completes the list of known printed mat-
ter of the period with the exceptions of the tauf-
scheins, or illuminated baptismal certificates so
dear to the hearts of our German forefathers.
These are best to be studied in the admirable and
comprehensive collection of C. W. Unger, of
Pottsville, who tells us that Reading was the sec-
ond American place of German printing to print
taufscheins, earlier printed ones being produced
only from the Ephrata press.

The Reading taufscheins to 1800 are all of
one type. The main text, with blank spaces to be
filled out with names, dates and other data, is
printed within a large central heart-shaped type
border, flanked by two smaller hearts, one at each
lower corner. The text was somewhat abridged
and the size of the printed portion made smaller
in 1797, but the arrangement remained substan-
tially the same.

The decorations are of three general types.
First, hand illuminations, as specifically described

[15]
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under the various items, by Friederich Krebs of
Reading; this is the commonest style. Sccondly,
hand illumination of the Friederich Speyer style,
of which only one piece is at hand. Thirdly,
rarely found, decorations made with crude wood
cuts, in black, probably hand stamped and after-
wards illuminated in colors by an unknown indi-
vidual.

This Friederich Krebs, presumably the dis-
tributor and illuminator, worked with a peculiar
shade of light green, a red sometimes coming closc
to a salmon, a dull orange, and, rarely, a dull
purple. It is regrettable that the expense of the
undertaking precludes the reproduction of these
taufscheins in the pristine coloring which is their
particular charm.

Something might be said about the format of
these earlier Reading publications. ‘The books
were all diminutive, as may be noted from the il-
lustrations, and were generally bound in an orna-
mental stiff paper ludicrously suggestive of the
wall paper of our own time. Some, however, were
bound in buckram and on the rare occasions when
lcather was used, it was of a superior quality. A
bookbinder, Johannes Walter, plied his trade in
Reading as carly as 1797 and advertised that he
might be found in a shop on North Callowhill
Street, now Fifth Street, just above the jail. Qur
first Reading printers used linen paper of such

[16]



FFOREWORD

excellent quality that it scems likely to outlast the
inferior paper of our own decadent age.

No description survives of the original press
employed by Gottlob Jungmann, but we have a
contemporary account of the crude instrument
used by Jacob Schneider and George Gerrish. It
was constructed mainly of wood, and the iron
parts had been hammered out in a blacksmith
shop near Oley Line. Francis Ritter, who mar-
ried Barbara Schneider, sister of Jacob Schneider,
to become the ancestor of a long line of Reading
printers, is credited with the construction of this
first press. One of the carly machines from which
the Adler was printed is still to be seen in Kutz-
town.

The paucity of the list as hereinafter given
suggests that there may be omissions, for it seems
absurd that two presses should have been operat-
ing for a decade with such meager results, yet
such was the case. Some Reading publications
have undoubtedly disappeared leaving no trace,
but in the writer's opinion these omissions are
few, and the bibliography as herewith given is
substantially complete. One great argument in
support of the correctness of the list is that no
other publications are advertised in the local news-
papers. Books with various titles are announced
as for sale, but they are clearly stated to have been

printed elsewhere.
[17]
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
THE FIRST DECADIL OF PRINTING
IN RFEADING, PENNSYLVANIA

‘8,‘

1788
A General Description of the Thirtecen
United States of America. B. Johnson and T.
Barton.

One copyin the collection of Dro AL S, WL Rosenbach,
ot Philadelphia.

Oie copy o in the collection of the late Dr, George Het-
rich. of Birdshoro, Pa,

“Advice to the Fair Sex.  B. Johnson and
I'. Barton.

One copy in the collection of Louis . Heizmann, of
Reading, P,

1789
" Die Neue Unpartheyische Readinger Zei-
tung, 1789-1802. (‘T'he New Impartial Reading
Newspaper)., A weekly newspaper in the Ger-
man language. Johnson, Barton and Jungmann,

February 18th, 1789 to August [8th, 1790. Bar-
ton and Jungmann, August 18th, 1790 to June

* ustrated and deseribed,
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25th, 1793. Jungmann and Gruber, June 25th,
1793, to December 3lst, 1794. Gottlob Jung-
mann and Company, January 17th, 1795 to Jan-
uary 29th, 1800. Jungmann and Bruckmann,
August 11th, 1802

Historical Society of Berks County has February 18th,
1789 to August 11th, 1802,

C. W, Unger, of Pottsville, Pa., has February 18th,
1789 to December 25th, 1795,

Library of Congress has January 2nd, 1799 to Decem-
ber 31st, 1800,

Harvard University has March 22nd, November 15th,
1797.

New York Historical Society has May 1st, 1799,

American Antiquarian Society has January Ist, 22nd,
29th, June 4th, 1794,

*The Ready Reckoner (Published in Ing-
lish and in German). Benjamin Johnson.

One English copy in the collection of ], Bennett Nolan,
of Reading, Pa.

One German and one English copy in the collection of
the American  Antiquarian  Society, Worcester,

Mass,

One German copy in the collection of C. \V, Unger, of
Pottsville, Pa.

One German and one English copy in the collection of
Louis ]. Heizmann, of Reading, Pa.

One German copy in the Cassel collection, Historical
Society of Pennsylvania,

One English copy in the Pennsylvania State Library.
* Mlustrated and desceribed.
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Ein Gesprach zwischen dem kleinen Gorgel,
cinem armen Mann; und ¢inem gewissen vorneh-
men Herrn, dem der Name Periander beygeleget
worden. Reading. Barton & Jungmann, 1790.
(A Dialogue between Little Gorgel, a Poor Man,
and a Certain Distinguished Gentleman who has
been Given the Name of Periander.)

In this rather tedious production a precocious
brat named Gorgel and an old man and a mys-
tical character named Periander wander threugh
thirty-three pages of polemical debate without
coming to any definite conclusion in the end. Our
Berks County ancestors scem never to have had
a satiety of religious discussion,

One copy in the collection of C, WV, Unger, of Potts-
ville, Pa.

One copy in the collection of the John Carter Brown
Library, of Providence, R, 1.

Das L.eben und die Begebenheiten von cinem
Neger Joseph Mountain.  (The Life and Ad-
venturcs of a Negro, Joseph Mountain.) Barton
& Jungmann.

This doleful narrative embodies certain epi-
sodes in the life of a negro who was hanged at
New Haven on October 20th, 1790, for rape. Ad-
vertised in the Zeitung of November 24th, 1790.
No copy extant,

[ 23]
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1791

Die Geschichte des Isaac Childs. (The His-
tory of Isaac Childs.) Barton & Jungmann.

No known copy of this work survives, but it
is cited by Seidenstecker and is advertised in the
Zeitung.

1793

Beyspicle Merkwurdigen Bekcehrungen in der
Geschichte des Baron von Dyherrn und der Jo-
hanna Cische. (Examples of Curious Conver-
sions in the History of Baron von Dyherrn and
Johanna Cische.)

Merkwurdige Nachrichte von der Wunder-
baren Bekehrung cines Grossen Naturalisten an
dem Exempel des George Carl, Baron von Dy-
herrn. (The Curious History of the Mysterious
Conversion of a Great Naturalist after the Ix-
ample of George Carl, Baron von Dyherrn.)
Jungmann & Gruber. Cited by Scidenstecker,

These essays are bound together and seem to
have been issued contemporancously. They em-
body a pious discourse spoken in his dying hours
by a certain Licutenant General von Dyherrn of
the Royal French Service, killed at the battle of
Bergen, near Frankfort, on April 13th, 1789,

Mue copy in Cassei oollection, Historical  Society  of

Peansylvania,
One copy in the Schwenkfelder Historical Library at
Pennsburg, Pa.

[ 24 ]
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Weihnachts-Lieder, Gebater, ctc., fur die
Kinder in der Stadt und auf dem Lande. (Christ-
mas Hymns, Prayers for the Children in the City
and in the Country.) Jungmann & Gruber.

One copy in the collection of J. Beinett Nolan, of

Reading, Pa.

One copy in the collection of C. \W. Unger, of Potts-

ville, Pa.

Der Durch Europa und America Aufmerk-
same Reisende, In Absicht zu suchen Wahre Kin-
der Gottes, Johann Leonard Friedrich Richter,
Buchbinder in Altona, 1777 Und zum Dritten-
male Gedruckt, auf Kosten der Licbhaber. Read-
ing, gedruckt im Jahr 1793, (The Attentive
‘Traveler to Europe and America with the Inten-
tion to Find True Children of God. Johann
Leonard Friedrich Richter, bookbinder in Altona,
1777. For the third time printed at the expense
of book lovers. Reading, printed in the year
1793.) Barton & Jungmann,

‘This volume is evidently the composition of
an itinerant preacher who probably belonged to
no regular sect. It was first produced in Germany
in 1777, in the town of Altona, a suburb of Ham-
burg.

One copy in the collection of C. W, Unger, of Potts-
ville, Pa,

[25]
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1794

Aerzney Buchlein fur Menschen und Vieh.
(Medicine Book for Human Beings and Animals.)
Jungmann & Gruber.

One copy in the collection of the Historical Society of
Berks County.

Eine Predigt, uber 1. Joh. Cap. 2, V. 28 zum
Abschied, Gehalten in Bern Taunschip den 6ten
October, 1793, (A Sermon of | Joh. Chap. 2, V.
28, the Farewell Sermon Delivered in Bern Town-
ship, October 6th, 1793.) Jungmann & Gruber.

This is a farewell sermon probably preached
in the historic Bern Church in 1793, by some de-
parting pastor whose name is unfortunately omit-
ted, but whose efforts had made such an impression
upon the members of his admiring congregation
that they procured his notes and put the sermon
into print,

One copy in the collection of C. W, Unger, of Potts-

ville, Pa.
1796

* The Weekly Advertiser, 1796-1816.

An English weckly. Istablished May 7th,
1796, by Gottlob Jungmann, with the title of The
Weekly Advertiser, of Reading, in the Gounty of
Berks. With the issuc of February Ist, 1800, Carl

* lustrated and described.
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A. Bruckmann was taken into partnership under
the firm name of Jungmann & Bruckmann. With
the issuc of August 23rd, 1806, the partnership was
dissolved and Gottlob Jungmann became sole pub-
lisher. On August 3rd, 1811, a new series was
started, with new volume numbering, published by
Gottlob Jungmann, and Company. With the issuc
of June 4th, 1814, the title was changed to The
Weekly Advertiser of Reading, for Berks and
Schuylkill County. With the issue of Dccember
31st, 1814, the publishers became Gottlob & John
E. Jungmann. With the issue of September 2nd,
[818, the title was changed to T'he Reading Weekly
Advertiser for the Gounties of Berks & Schuylkill.
The paper was discontinued with the issue of April

27th, 1816, No. 246.
Historical Society of Berks County has May 7th, 1796;
April 25th, August 1st, 1807; January 9th, 1808;

December 20th, 1810; August 3rd, 1811; April
27th, 1810.

New York Historical Society has May 7th, 1796; De-
cember 15th, 1798,

Historical Society of Pennsylvania has October 6th,
1798; December 21st, 1799,

Harvard University has November 11th, 1797; August
29th, 1801.

Library of Congress has November 22nd, 1800.

* Impartial Reading Herald, 1796-1797.

An English weekly. Established July 22nd,
1796, by Jacob Schneider and Company with the

* [ustrated and desceribed,
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title of The Impartial Reading Herald. There
was also a preliminary issue of June 22nd, 1796.
With the issue of October 14th, 1796, George Ger-
rish was admitted to partnership, under the firm
name of J. Schneider and G. Gerrish. The paper
was discontinued with the issue of January 13th,
1797, Vol. 1, No. 26.

Historical Society of Berks County has June 22und, July
22nd, 1796; January 3rd, 1797.

1797

* Readinger Adler, 1796-1913.

(Reading Iagle.)

A German wecekly. Established January
3rd, 1797, by Jacob Schneider and George Ger-
rish, with the title of Der Unpartheyische Read-
ing Adler. ‘T'here was also a preliminary sam-
ple issue of November 29th, 1796, numbered No.
I. With the issue of January 17th, 1797, the
title was altered to Der Unpartheyische Read-
inger Adler, and the publishing firm became
Jacob Schneider and Company. With the issue
of January 6th, 1801, the title was altered to Der
Readinger Adler. With the issue of June 29th,
1802, John Ritter was admitted to partnership
under the firm name of Schneider and Ritter.
With the issue of March 27th, 1804, this partner-
ship was dissolved and the paper was published

* THustrated and described.
[ 28]
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by John Ritter and Company (Charles A. Kess-
ler). With the issue of September 11th, 1810,
the title was shortened to Readinger Adler. The
paper was so continued until after 1820. Most of
the volumes had general title-pages after 1798,
Historical Society of Berks County has January 3vd,

1797 to December 20th, 1820,
Pennsylvania State Library has September 15th, 1801.

* Die Geschichte Florentins von Fahlendorn.

(‘The History of Florentins von Fahlendorn.)
Jacob Schneider and Company.

One copy in the collection of ], Bennett Nolan, of Read-
ing, Pa.

One copy in the collection of C. AV, Unger, of Potts-
ville, Pa,

One copy in the Cassel colleetion, Historical Society of
Pennsylvania,

One copy in the collection of the Historical Society of
Berks County.,

One copy in the collection of the American Antiquarian
Society, Worcester, Mass.

One copy in the Pennsvlvania State Library.

* Die Blut-Fahne ausgestecket zur Warnung
politischer Wegweiser in America.  (The Blood
Red Flag Displayed as Warning to Political
Leaders in America.) Gottlob Jungmann and
Company.

* Hlustrated and described.
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One copy in the collection of J. Bennett Nolan, of
Reading, Pa.

One copy in the collection of C. W. Unger, of Potts-
ville, Pa,

One copy in the collection of the Historical Society of
Berks County, (Imperfect.)

One copy in the collection of the American Antiquarian
Society, Worcester, Mass.

One copy in the Pennsylvania State Library.

Ein Wahrhafter und besonderer Bericht von
dem Zustand des Richard Merrels. (A Fine and
Special Report of the Condition of Richard Mer-
rels.) Gottlob Jungmann and Company. Adver-
tised in the Zeitung December 27th, 1797. No
copy extant,

* Play bill. Jacob Schneider.

Performance of the M'Grath troupe at Iicad-
ing Theatre.

One copy in the collection of J. Bennett Nolan, of
Reading, Pa,

1798
Neuer Hauswirthschafts Calender. (The
New Domestic Calendar.) Gottlob Jungmann

and Company.
One copy in the collection of the American Antiquarian
Society, at Worcester, Mass.
One copy in the Pennsylvania State Library,
* Hustrated and described.
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1799

Last Words of Martin McLaughlin. Gott-
lob Jungmann and Company. Advertised in the
Zeitung. No copy extant.

Neuer Hauswirthschafts Calender. (The
New Domestic Calendar.) Gottlob Jungmann
and Company.

One copy in the Cassel collection, Historical Society of
Pennsylvania.

One copy in the collection of the Historical Society of
Berks County.

One copy in the collection of the American Antiquarian
Society, Worcester, Mass.

One copy in the Peansylvania State Library,

Ein Trauer Gedict uber ecine Grausame
Mordthat. (A Dirge Over a Cruel Murder.) ]J.
G. Schneider.

Two copies in the collection of Schwenkfelder Historical
Library at Pennshurg, Pa.

1800

Neuer Hauswirthschafts Calender. (The
New Domestic Calendar.) Gottlob Jungmann
and Company.

One copy in the Cassel collection, Hisotreial Society of

Pennsylvania.

One copy in the collection of C, W, Unger, of Potts-

ville, Pa.
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One copy in the Library of Congress, Washington,
D. C.

One copy in the collection of the American Antiquarian
Society, Worcester, Mass.

One copy in the Pennsylvania State Library.,

The Readinger Magazine. Jacob Schneider
and Company. Advertised in the Adler, January,
1800. No copy extant.
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FEXEMPLARS OF FKARLY ReEADING PRINTING

THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES

This booklet, reputed to be the pioneer of
Reading publications, is a quaint and curious
volume, and gives a general description of each
of the thirteen colonies, or “provinces,” as the
writer terms them. Since the boundaries of these
several districts were not too clearly defined at
the period, it is not surprising that a certain
vagueness is reflected in the description. For in-
stance, when the writer essays to bound Pennsyl-
vania he says,

“On the North by Neaw York and the Iro-
quois, on the IWest by Lake Erie and the Indian
Country.”

“Ten neaw states” he tells us “are clamoring
for admission to the Gonfederation.” These states
arc to be named Sylvania, Michigania, Rock
State, Metropotamia, Illinoia, Saratoga, Poly-
patamia, Pelissia, and Washington. In addition,
three counties in North Carolina have formed the
State of Franklin, and a new State is to be crected
about the intersection of Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, and Massachusctts. Our Reading author
anticipated by half a century the view of John
C. Calhoun and Jefferson Davis as to state-rights.
“Each state,” he explicitly narrates, “retains its
own sovereignty and independence; supreme
power is lodged in a CGongress of Delegates.”

[ 35]
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IENEMPLARS OF LARLY READING PRINTING

ADVICE TO THE FAIR SEX

This edifying volume is written in an ad-
monitory vein which would probably evoke only
the ridicule of an irreverent generation. The
very names of the characters savor of prudery.
The males are christened Love-well, Sir Robert
Goodman, and Probus; the ladies are termed Flip-
panta, Prudilla, and Flirtina.

The keynote of the volume is well struck in
a stanza which adorns onc of the earlier pages,

“Immodest words admit of no defense
For want of decency is want of sense.”

And the scofting matrons of our own day
might well imitate the manner of the tactful wife
who, when sadly ruffled by her spouse’s bad tem-
per, meckly, retorts,

“Fery well my dear, 1 shall make the tea for you.”

A homely strain of censure is suggested in
the discreet advice of the cighteenth century
mother,

““nd now Maria let me advise vou that whatever dis-
appointments or disquictudes you may meet with in the nup-
tial state, never to declare to the world your sufferings.”

While we may well doubt whether any of
the emancipated daughters of the present day will
take the time to read this quaint emanation of the
Reading press of one hundred and twenty-five
years ago, it is ncvertheless certain that they might
profit by the perusal.
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ExEMPLARS OF IEARLY READING PRINTING

DIE NEUE UNPARTHEYISCHE
READINGER ZEITUNG

The month of February in the year 1789 was
@ memorable one in the history of mankind. Mr.
James Wilson, the erstwhile Reading lawyer, se-
cured a ratification for his Federal Constitution
at Philadelphia; the Three Estates, in convoca-
tion at Versailles, presented to a perplexed Bour-
bon monarch a memorial containing the strange
new suggestion of inherent rights of mankind;
and Gottlob Jungmann issued the first newspaper
in Berks County.

Mr. Jungmann, never backward in vaunting
his own good qualities and those of his produc-
tions, occupies much of the first page of the first
number with a panegyric upon the venture. First,
and somewhat superfluously, he reviews the history
of printing from the days of Gutenberg. He then
flatters the civic pride of his auditors by extolling
their public and private virtues and assuring them
that their industry and enterprise have made Berks
County a Garden of the Lord (ein Garten Gottes).
Having thus engendered a feeling of complacency
amongst his prospective subscribers, he details the
benefits to accrue from the cstablishment of a
journal. Land is to increase in value; new and
improved methods of agriculture are to be intro-
duced ; old superstitions are to vanish; the schools
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are to amplify and prosper; the churches will
become more influential. All this for a modest
outlay of one dollar, fifty cents in advance.

Mr. Jungmann’s fond hopes were only par-
tially realized. When he removed from Reading
in 1816 he devoted considerable space in the Ad-
vertiser to a melancholy review of his career in
Reading and of the lack of appreciation in the
community which he had sought to serve. Com-
paratively few, he declares, had shown enterprise
enough to subscribe for his paper and many of
those subscribers had neglected the formality of
payment. The postmastership had been given to
him when it could only be conducted at a loss;
when emolument began to accrue, the office was
bestowed elsewhere.

In the writer's possession is a letter written
in 1799 by Pastor Friederich Schmidt of St.
Michael's Lutheran Congregation in Philadel-
phia, to his son, a member of the Reading Bar.

“Mr. Jungmann has not yet paid me for the calendar

calculation he got last year.”
The reverend gentleman was an astronomer

of a sort and had made calculations for Mr. Jung-
mann’s calendars which Jungmann could not, or
did not see fit to pay. Ready cash was apparently
a rare item in the equipment of this first Reading
printery.

Finally, in April, 1816, the disillusioned
editor announces that he is “bent to leave these

[40]
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parts for a new and distant country, if God
pleases.”

This “distant country,” Kentucky, was remote
indeed, for at that period is was as far from Read-
ing as Liverpool is in our day.

Gottlob Jungmann’s epilogue is written in the
issue of the Readinger Adler for June 25th, 1833.
“Died at Louisville, Kentucky after a few hours’
illness, Gottloh Jungmann, in the 67th vear of his age.
Many vears ago the publisher of the Reading 1 eekly
Advertiser.  Also on the following day, Mrs. Catharine
Jun:iinann, consort of the former, in the 67th year of

her age.”

Appropriately enough, his wife, the partaker
of all his tribulations in Reading, who shared
in the perilous emigration to the Ohio, went with
him on the last journey, from which there is no
return,

Poor Gottlob Jungmann! His was the usual
fate of pioneers of culture in a communitv as yet
unregenerated from the primitive. One wonders
whether in his Western home he ever regretted
the pleasant German village on the Schuylkill, or
whether he harbored resentment towards an un-
imaginative and close-fisted community which be-
grudged the outlay of one dollar a year for the
sccuring of their news from a printed sheet rather
than by the traditional method of the gossip of
the street.

[41]
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THE WEEKLY ADVERTISER

In spitc of Mr. Jungmann’s constant com-
plaint about the tardiness of his subscribers in the
matter of payment, he scems to have been encour-
aged enough after seven years of experiment in
the journalistic field to start an English news-
paper and on May 7th, 1796, the Reading
Advertiser made its bow to the IEnglish speaking
public of Berks and adjoining counties. The Ad-
vertiser appears to have enjoyed a fair measure
of the public patronage and endured until the
issue of April 27th, 1816, considerably above the
average of longevity for a newspaper of the
period.
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THE IMPARTIAL READING HERALD

It has been claimed that the Reading Herald
was the original newspaper in the knglish lan-
guage to appear in Berks County, but as the first
number is dated June 22nd, 1796, and that of the
Advertiser May 7th, 1796, it would appear that
the claim of the Advertiser to be the pioneer Eng-

lish newspaper is well-grounded.

Up to this time Gottlob Jungmann occupied
the field alone, but now a rival appears in the
person of Jacob Schneider, who came from Lxeter
Township, in Berks County. Mr. Schneider en-
tered actively into the printing business, founded
a newspaper, issued books, and in general made
all the competition and trouble that he could for
Gottlob Jungmann. He was associated in the
beginning with George Gerrish. Schneider, like

Jungmann, followed the approved journalistic

[45]
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tradition of dabbling in politics and was scldom
out of office. He held successively the offices of
Register, Recorder, member of the Legislature,
and Associate Judge. He brought himself and
the town of Reading into the limelight in the year
1799, during the uprising against the federal tax
on house windows, which has come down to us
under the name of the Fries Rebellion. At this
time Mr. Schneider’s editorials were found so
objectionable by the militia officers who were then
garrisoned at Reading, that they took him forcibly

from his office and horsewhipped him in Penn

Square,

The Impartial Reading Herald struck a new
note in Berks County journalism, being edited in
a lighter vein than the ponderous, semi-religious
publications which preceded it. Some of the
poetry which it printed is decidedly broad and
would scarcely pass the censorship even of our
own more liberal age. In spite of this modernity,

[40]
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or perhaps because of it, the paper had a brief
carcer, being discontinued with the issuc of Janu-
ary [3th, 1797.

[47 ]
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LxeMPLARS OF INARLY READING PRINTING

BoeBosoe® e POy

DER READINGER ADLER

The Readinger Adler, by far the most cele-
brated and influential paper ever published in
Berks County, was started in 1796 by Jacob
Schneider and George D. Gerrish. TIts long and
honorable carcer which terminated in 1913 merits
a more extended discussion than can be given in
this brief treatise. The Adler in its time was ac-
knowledged as one of the leaders in the German
press of America. It changed its format many
times, but always maintained the symbol of the
cagle as given in the early exemplar herewith re-
produced.
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T H E
READY RECKONER,
OR THE
TRADER’S SURE GUIDE,

Adaptcd to the ufe of al who deal by
WIOLESALE 07 RETAIL:

EXHIBITING a1 oxe VIEW,

The Amount or Value of any number of
quantity of Goops or MercuaN-
mze, from 1 up to 10,000,

Al the varicus prices, );om 1 Farthing to
1 Pound.

_ TO WHICH ARE PREFINED,
Tubles of Interelt at g, G, and 7 per Cent,
A Tauble fhewing the weight and value

of GOLD and SILVER, as they now

pals mm Pennfylvania and New-York.
AL S O

A Table fhewing the value of Continental

sMoney, as fixed by an Aét of the

General Aflemblies of Penn-

fylvania and Maryland.
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AN AMERICAN EBITION.
Corvelled & compared with feveral Editions,
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READING:
Printcd and Sold by Benjamin Johnfon
M, DCC,LNXXIX,




FEXEMPLARS OF [CARLY READING PRINTING

THE READY RECKONER

It is not probable that any of the issues of
our Reading press was a brilliant success from a
financial point of view. Numerically small as the
publications appear to us now, they had an ex-
asperating habit of remaining upon the producers’
shelves. Sometimes the same item is advertised
over a course of years, and the disappointed edi-
tors openly express their resentment over the lack
of appreciation in the community.

But if any of the primitive productions paid
for itsclf, it was probably the Ready Reckoner,
produced in English and German in 1789. The
success of this venture lay in its practical utility,
for it filled a real need amongst our people.

At the time of its production, in 1789, the
Confederation was laboring under the burden of
an elastic and uncertain currency. Each State
issued its own pounds, shilling, and pence. There
was no parity and a very clusive standard of value.
Barter between citizens of different States was in-
variably attended by perplexity and debate. A
“Reckoner,” therefore, which gave the compara-
tive values for Pennsylvania and her bordering
States of New York and Maryland, was a neces-
sity to all tradesmen. Under these circumstances,
the price of the volume, “Three shillings with al-
lowance,” does not appear excessive.
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READING THEATRE,

(Unoza Tar pingcrion or Ma. M'GRATH.)
On Thw(day Evening, February 7, will be alted,

Tux MORAL axp HISTORICAL PLAY or

GEORGE BARNWELL,

OR,

THE LONDON MERCHANT.

“ Be warn'd, ye youths, who fee my fad defpair,
¥ Avoid lewd Women, falfe as they are fair,
“ By my example leatn to thun my fate,
“ How wretched is the Man that's Wife too late
¢ Ere innocence and fame and life be loft,
* Here purchafe wifdom cheaply at sy coft®
Preceding the Play, will be fpoken, A Hustoxous PaovLocvs, in Charadter of

AN AMERICAN TAR.

After the Play, Baotnea M'‘GRATH will have thg honor of delivering

A MASONTC ADDWESS

IN HISCHARACTER OF

-~ A MASTER MASON.

Soxo---by Mra M‘OGRATH :~“I'd rather be excu'd™}
To which will be added, the AMERICAN FARCE of

THE TRUE BORN YANKETE,
OR,
A TRIP TO NEW-YORK;
With SONGS Incidental to the PIECE.
The whole to contlude with “BUCKS HAVE AT YE ALL!™™
By Mr. Moy ToN. '

CharaQters, in Play and Farce, by Ma. M'GRATH, MtaMorton, Mr. Ocmily,
Mrs. M‘Grath, &e.

The Curtbin o ke raifed@alf pat Six oClock.

- ‘\ \ VO]
*,* TichrTs, athalf a dollar euh,to}e‘_huf of .\ﬁ*m».'bf Me. M‘Crah, andt
& Alr. Sclcider’s Printing-Office.  Nwvone ta'{e 13§akdy (e Door-kecyer.\,

$4d1 ,‘Qr-h“}lomcommodale families, CHULNRENVNDER TEN YEARS
J*’O will be admitted on Half-TARen lm:&.‘y u;o‘



FoxEMPLARS OF FKARLY READING PRINTING

PLAY BILL OF THE READING
THEATRE

This quaint play bill was presumably printed
at Jacob Schneider’s printing cflice, since the an-
nouncement is made that tickets to the perform-
ance may be procured there. The performance
was given in the old Reading Theatre, which has
passed so completely that no ore can with any
certainty say where it actually stood. There is a
tradition that it was in the neighborhood of
Seventh and Chestnut Streets, near the southwest
corner, where stood the old Reading Academy.
There is, however, no definite historical knowl-

edge upon this point.

“Brother M’Grath” who gave the perform-
ance was the pioncer of the itinerant theatrical
managers who introduced the drama to rural
Pennsylvania. Some writers have referred to him
as the Tait Wilkinson of the United States. Seil-

[53]



Tue First DEcADE oF PRINTING

hamer in his history of the American stage pays a
tribute to his versatility, terming him ‘“Poet,

singer, actor, dramatist, and manager.”

Christopher Charles M'Grath made his
American debut in, 1786 at Charleston and seems
to have led a starveling existence, wandering
about with his troupe through Maryland and
Pennsylvania with the sheriff always close upon
his heels. He appeared in York in November,
1791, and announced that he proposed to give in

the Pennsylvania inland towns

“Dramatic entertainments properly regulated
to convey not only rational and elegant amuse-
ment, but productive of real utility in polishing
the tastes, improving the manners and cultivating

the genius of the rising generation.”

Bur, a hard-headed and unappreciative pub-
lic obstinately refused to take enough tickets at
half a dollar apiece to make Mr. M’Grath’s ven-
ture a successful one from the financial standpoint.
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In York an honest countryman had to buy cakes
for the leading lady so that she might sufficiently
recruit her strength to continue the performance.

M’'Grath died in Reading, February 23rd,
1799.

The play bill is undated but the performance
was probably given in 1798.
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FEXEMPLARS OF ICARLY READING PRINTING

DIE GESCHICHTE FLORENTINS
VON FAHLENDORN

The last decade of the Eighteenth century
was essentially a period of romanticism. In Great
Britain the anonymous Wizard of the North was
issuing the rapid and brilliant succession of the
Waverly novels. In Germany Goethe at the
height of his powers set the standard in prose and
poctry for his country-men.

It is not surprising, therefore, that this rising
flood of sentimentalism should extend to the re-
mote county of Berks, and that our local printers
should pause in their monotonous task of produc-
ing newspapers and religious articles to reflect
somewhat of the current cult.

An cvidence of this is found in the novel of
Florentins von Fahlendorn, produced in Read-
ing in 1797 from the press of Jacob Schneider.
In this tale the hero passes through a career of
love episodes and hairbreadth escapes, ending in
an orthodox and happy marriage. The scene was
laid in Germany but the hero wandered as far as
Philadelphia. The story may have pleased our
Berks County ancestors, but with the perspective
of one hundred and forty years, it appears singu-
larly insipid. Such as it is, it was widely adver-
tised and scems to have attained a fair measure
of success.
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ExEMPLARs OF EARLY READING PRINTING

CALENDAR 1798-1800

The Calendar like the Reckoner had an im-
portant place in the life of a people whose news-
papers had a very limited circulation. The Calen-
dar was constantly referred to for information
upon the seasons, the changes of the moon, the
sitting of the courts, and all other matters essential
to the routin¢ of a primitive community.

The wood-cut upon the cover constitutes the
carliest pictorial representation of Reading, al-
though drawn nearly sixty years after the founda-
tion of the town. In the Calendar of 1798 an
optimistic and imaginary stone-arched bridge is
shown spanning the river. In the later issues the
bridge disappears. The first bridge that actually
spanned the Schuylkill was a wooden covered
structure erccted in 1816, but a lottery was sold
and a bridge projected in 1797. The picture on
this early Calendar reflects the elusive hopes of
the first bridge planners.
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IEXEMPLARS OF EARLY READING PRINTING

DIE BLUT-FAHNE

This is a semi-political treatise depicting cer-
tain episodes in the French Revolution. It was
produced in Reading in the interest of the Fed-
cralist party, as opposed to those anti-Federalists
who affected to condone the Jacobins because they
saw in them an expression of the same struggle for
liberty which our own country had maintained in

1776.

The production is of peculiar interest because
it marks the advent into Berks County in the clos-
ing years of the century of that stormy political
petrel, William Cobbett, of Ireland, better known
as “Peter Porcupine.”

“Porcupine” was the Pennsylvania Junius, a
master of biting invective, restrained by no scruple
of sentiment or decency if the annihilation of a
political opponent were to be achieved. His great
rival was Benjamin Franklin Bache, ceditor of the
Aurora, the organ of the anti-Federalists in Penn-
sylvania. Bache, in onc number of the Aurora
made a bitter attack upon President Adams, term-
ing him the “Duke of Braintree” and in an un-
lucky moment alluded to his own illustrious an-
cestor, Benjamin Franklin. “Porcupine,” perceiv-
ing his opportunity, rushed delightedly into the
fray. After one hundred and twenty-five years
his savage satire is still trenchant and apposite.
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“Everyone will, I hope, have the goodness to
believe that my grandfather was no philosopher.
He never made a lightning rod, nor bottled a
single quart of sunshine in his life. He was no
almanac maker, no quack, no chimney doctor, no
ambassador, and no printer’s devil. Neither was
he a Deist, and all his children awere born in wed-

lock.”

Why “Porcupine’” came to Berks County for
a medium of publication remains a mystery. But
as Gottlob Jungmann was a political appointee
and owed his postmastership to a Federal Presi-
dent, he could not well refuse a publication in the
interest of his party.

~ T
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CONCLUSION

This brings my task to a close. The assembly
and perusal of these worn yellow relics of a by-
gone age has been a source of pleasure to me, and
I trust that the result will be of value for further
research in this interesting field.

The bibliography and descriptions are as
complete as they can be made after diligent study
of the probable available sources. The examples
sclected for illustration give a fair idea of the
carly typography employed in our county.

It is to be regretted that the scope of this
treatise does not permit of a more amplified treat-
ment of the interesting personality of our early
printers. Some of them, indeed, survive only in
their names. Enough material, however, might
be gathered for an interesting monograph upon
Gottlob Jungmann and Jacob Schneider and it is
my hope that this production may spur our local
tvpographical association to erect some memorial
to these illustrious pioneers. With the passing
years, their memory has been allowed to lapse al-
most into oblivion, but a belated recognition is
still feasible and such a movement would most
fittingly be sponsored by the members of that
printing profession which these primitive crafts-
men founded in our community nearly a century
and a half ago.
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AUTHORITIES

Archives and files of the Historical Society of

Berks County.
Archives and files of the Historical Socicty of

Pennsylvania.

Archives and files of the Library of Congress.

Archives and files of the American Antiquarian
Society of Worcester, Mass.

Archives and files of the John Carter Brown
Library of Providence, R. I.

Archives and files of the Pennsylvania State
Library.

Archives and files of the Schwenkfelder His-
torical Library.

Collection of C. W. Unger of Pottsville, Pa.

Collection of J. Bennett Nolan of Reading, Pa.

Collection of Harry Heilman, deceased, Cleona,
Pa.

Collection of Louis J. Heizmann of Reading, Pa.

The First Century of German Printing in Amer-
ica. Oswald Seidenstecker.

Issues of the Press of Pennsylvania, C. H. Hilde-
burn.

A History of :he Newspapers of Reading, John
B. Dampman.

Early German-American Newspapers.  Danicl
Miller.

History of the American Theatre Before the Rev-
olution. George O, Seilhamer.
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