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THE FIRST f)ECAI)E OF PRINTING 

IN 
REAl)ING, PENNSYLVANIA 

'i 

FOREWORD 

gHE PRODUCTION of a bibliography ernbrac
ing the known irnprints ,vhich ernnnatcd 
from the early presses of the town of Read

ing in the State of Pennsylvania has for rnany 
years been conten1platcd by those ,vho seek to re
vive nnd perpetuate the local tradition. This lit
tle volun1c represents the fulfillrncnt of a long 
cherished aspiration. 

Bi bliogra ph ies as a class a re seldorn ins pi r
ing but, ,vith the use of plates illustrating the 
imprints listed, it is rny hope that the pamphlet 
may not prove too tedious. 

These plates, however, arc costly and it is not 
likely that the plan for an effective illustrated 
bibliography ,vould have been realized ,vithout 
the generous assistance of a loca I banking insti
tution, the Reading N ntional Bank and Trust 
Company. 1'here is, to be sun·, an elcn1ent of 
advertising entering into the publication, but this 
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is negligible compared with the outlay involved, 
so that the work n1ust be regarded as a benefaction 
rather than as an investment. 

The tin1e of the definite commencernent of 
printing in this vicinity is probably the year 1788, 
although as will hereafter be suggested, there is 
sound reason for believing that a press was set 
up in Reading at a much earlier date. 

The productions of our Reading press in the 
first decade of its existence, or frorn 1788 to 1800, 
are few. So far as ,ve know they consist of four 
newspapers, fifteen books, sundry taufscheins, or 
baptismal certificates, one 111agazine, one play bi II, 
and three almanacs. I have not the assurance to 
say that the list thus given is a cornplete one, for 
newly discovered publications n1ay turn up at any 
tirnc frorn sources or collections of which I arn 
ignorant; nor is it possible to know of all the 
Reading in1prints which may lie undiscovered in 
public libraries or private collections. An ele
n1ent of uncertainty n1ust always exist. Professor 
Seidcnstccker, for instance, in his exhaustive work 
The Finl Ce11/11,·y of German P,-i11ti11g i11 ✓1 mer
ira cites only eight Reading irnprints in the first 
decade, and yet his work is regarded as authorita
tive. 

1~he first printed matter in the district no,v 
erected as Berks County ,vas the output of the 
presses of Philadelphia and Germantown. B,-ad-
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ford's American If? eekly 'J\f erc11,·y, established in 
1719, the original newspaper of the Middle Col
onies, circulated in Reading, although, being in 
the English tongue, it never attained an extensive 
subscription amongst the German people who 
constituted the bulk of our population. Franklin 
dismisses it rather surnmarily as, "A pa/t,-y tlzing, 
1oretc/1edly mr11w9ed, a11d i11 110 'Lt'<I)' entertaining." 
But then the Sage was not always impartial in 
discussing rival publications. 

'fhe first Pennsylvania Gerrnan newspaper, 
the Pl,i/atlelplziscllt' Zeit1111g of 1732 found a 
readier welcorne in Berks, as did Mr. Sauer's 
Gcrnrnn JJ,,,·ir,l,te of a son1cwhat later period. 
'rhe presses of these several periodicals did job 
printing as a side issue and it is frorn these that 
the printed forrns issued in the first courts of 
Berks County crnanatcd. I ndecd, legal forn1s 
containing the printed appeI:ations "Berks" and 
"Reading" appeared conternporaneously with the 
foundation of our county, having evidently been 
prepared in advance, although there is no record 
or tradition of lonll printing at this early period. 
Some of these forrns arc front the press, and carry 
the insignia of Franklin and Hall, others of J arncs 
H urnphrcys of Philadelphia, and others of Sauer 
of Gerrnantown. Still others were printed in 
Lancaster. 
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It is quite ,vithin the realm of possibility that 

son1e enterprising citizen set up a press in Reading 
at the period of the foundation of the village, but 
there is no historical proof in support of this con
jecture, nor docs there exist a trade rna rk of a 
Reading printer upon any book or docmnent prior 
to the year I 788, generally accepted as the be
ginning of typography in Berks County. 

There rernains, ho,vever, one episode in the 
early history of our county so strongly suggestive 
of the establishn1ent of a Reading printery during 
the Revolution that I feel that I should give the 
details as fully as rnay be, leaving it to the reader's 
judgn1ent to determine ,vhcther or not there is 
sufficient evidence to ,varrant the assumption that 
printing was carried on in Reading during the 
\\Tar for Independence. 

About the tin1e ,vhen the great Surveyor 
General, Nicholas Scull, was running the bound
aries of the new town of Reading on the Schuyl
kill, there arrived in Philadelphia a young Scotch 
printer na111ed David Hall. He had learned his 
trade in Edinburgh and had been an apprentice 
of the celebrated "trahan, a friend of l)r. Frank
lin's, and the mai. 1 whon1 the Philosopher after
,vards addressed his rnuch quoted letter, 

"Look 11po11 your hands. They tll"t' ,·ed 1witl, 
the blood of your relatio11s," etc. 
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Strahan gave the young Calcdonian letters 

of introduction to Franklin and other provincial 
dignitaries, and we find hirn presently established 
as a partner of the fi rrn of Franklin and Hall. 
Franklin went to England and apparently lost his 
connection with the enterprise so that when David 
Hall died in 1772 the business was carried on by 
his son \Villiarn and by one Sellers under the title 
of Hall and Sellers. This \Villiarn Hall ,vas a 
stout \Vhig and printed the script or paper 111oncy 
,vith ,vhich a credulous and irnpoverished Con
gress vainly imagined they could settle their obli
gations. 

In the fatcf ul year of 1777, after the dis
asters on the Brandywine, it becarne obvious 
to the patriotic printer that the entry of Corn
,vaJlis into Philadelphia was unavoidable, in 
which event he would inevitably be hung and his 
property confiscated. In this dilernrna i\'lr. Hall 
hastily packed his presses upon bullock carts and 
rnade his way up the Schuylkill Valley in search 
of a refuge, which he finally found in the to,vn 
of Reading. He purchased f rorn Attorney Ed
ward Biddle the fine lot, No. 16, at the Southeast 
corner of Penn and Callowhill Streets, afterwards 
occupied by the ~11 ansion I-louse. 1\11 r. Hall took 
title to this lot on :\1arch 15th, 1777, paying there-
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for £ 1800, a large sum for the period. He sold it 
again to Mark Bird, the iron rnaster, in October 
of 1778. 

Now I can discover no in1print of Hall and 
Sellers en1anating from Reading, nor have I seen 
in the rnass of Continental paper rnoney issued in 
this trying period any bill n1arked as printed in 
Reading. But it is hard to believe that there was 
a complete cessation of the printing of money at 
this critical tin1e, and if the script was produced 
at all, it could only have been by Hall in Reading. 
It is regrettable that in the ~bsence of rnore re
liable evidence, this interesting query 1nust remain 
in the realn1 of conjecture. 

Passing now to the authenticated records, I 
find that the earliest date for any publication 
printed in Beiks County is 1788, in ,vhich year 
ri pair of enterprising printers who styled them
selves "B. Johnson and T. Barton" established 
a printing office on the north side of Penn Square 
ahnost midway between Fifth and Sixth streets. 
In 1790, appears a ne,v partner, the celebrated 
Gottlob J ungrnann, and the printcry ,vas rernovcd 
to · a location on the north side of Penn Street 
between Fourth and Fifth streets. 

The Christian narnes of these two n1en were 
long unknown, but have lately been ascertained 
from the tax lists to be Benjamin and Thomas, 
respectively. Of these pioneers very little is 
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known. Johnson may have come from German
to,vn where Christopher Sauer had an apprentice 
of this name in his printing establishn1ent, but 
there is no dcfini tc proof of the connection. John
son seems to have been primarily a vendor of 
hardware, and his busjncss was carried on in the 
same building ,vhich housed the printery. Per
haps he found the returns fron1 the printing busi
ness at this early date too precarious to rely upon 
thern entirely for his Ii velihood. Having in mind 
the adage of our great Master Printer and Phi
losopher, "Keep thy 5/,op tu1d tlzy shop will keep 
1/zee," he prudently clung to a business ,vhose 
ernolun1ents were certain. So late as 1800 ,ve find 
Johnson retnovcd to Philadelphia, but still adver
tising his stock of hard,vare in the Reading jour
nals. He apparently never relinquished his lit
erary predilections, for as the last itcrn in a list of 
utilitarian objects he tin1idly inserts "An auort
me11t of books 11e,zv/y recei1ved and /01· sale.V 

About Barton still less is known but his con
nection with the printing business in Reading 
seems only to have endured for a period of five 
years, or until 1793, after ,vhich his name no 
longer appears. 

Sornetimc in the year 1789 Gottlob Jung
mann, Reading's first postrnaster, became associ
ated ,vith the printery. This was a man of energy 
and ability, who soon dominated the firm. John-
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son dropped first out of the co-partnership, prob
ably in 1790, to be follcnved in 1793 by Barton, 
leaving l\'lr. Jung1nann in possession of the busi
ness. At that ti1ne he wa~. associated ,vith one 
John Gruber, a printer who carne fron1 Gcrrnan
tcnvn, but later Gruber also retired and ]VI r. Jung
n1ann conducted the business alone. 

l\-lr. Jungrnann and his newspaper, the Read
inger Zeit1111g, occupied the local field ,vithout 
cornpetition for seven years, or until lvlay, 1796, 
,,,hen Jacob Schneider founded his printing cs
tablish1nent. 'fhis finn was first known as 
Schneider and Gerrish, being con1posed of Jacob 
Schneider and George D. Gerrish. 

Of Gerrish ( sornctirnes spelt Gerri sch), Ii ttle 
is known. I-Jc was the subject of a savage attack 
in the copy of the Advertiser issued ()ctober 16th, 
) 798, in which an anonyrnous correspondent 

• 
writes: "A,·,· yo11 110I tile acq11ai11ta11c,· of Geo,·!/t' 
Gerrish 011 ,w/zoJe head ti ·re1£'ard of $100 1.cas o/
f e,-ed f o,· II or.rt• Stea/in!/ in 11{ aryland." 

1\1 r. Gerri sh soon retired but l\•I r. Schneider 
with his Rending Adler kept on. Naturally 
enough, the two printing offices were opposed to 
each other in politics, l\tl r. J ung111ann being a 
Federalist and Mr. Schneider a Dc111ocrat, and 
considerable bitterness developed as evidenced by 
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the acrimonious corresponence which occupied 
the colurnns of the Zcitung and the Adler respec
tively. 

1'he only products of the press of Barton and 
Johnson in the year 1788, or at least the only ones 
which have survived to us, arc two quaint vol
umes enti tied, res pee ti vely, /l General De scrif,
/;°011 of the Thirteen United Sta/eJ of "1 me,·ia1 

and Ad1.,ire lo tl1t.· Fair Sex in ti Se,-in of Lelle,·s 

lo a SiJ!l'r. So far a~ I know there exist two 
copies of the Dt1scriptio11 of ,Vot'f/, /lnurica, 

one in the possession of that renowned bibliogra
pher Dr. A. S. \V. Rosenbach of Philadelphia, 
and the other in the collection of the late l)r. 
George Hctrirh, of Birdsboro. Of the ✓1,17.•ice 

to Y 0I11I!/ Ladit•.r, possibly the only copy in ex
i~tcnce is in the collection of our assiduous local 
collector, Louis J. 1-leizrnann. Dr. Roscnbach's 
copy of the !Je.rn·iptio11 of i\' 01·1/, /J merica was 
torrnerly the property of Governor Sarnuel \Y. 
Pennypacker, who regarded it as the first book 
printed in Reading. l)r. Roscnbach being the 
present fortunate possessor of the volurnc has not 
unpardonably adopted this view. Inasmuch, how
ever, as both volun1cs appeared in the san,c year, 
and as neither one has any identification as to day 
or 111011th of issue, the sarnc dairn n1ight be rnade 
for i\tl r. H ci zrnann 's book. T'hc first advertise-
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n1ent of either book appears in the Readinger 
Zeitung of April 5th, 1798, in which both books 
are n1entioned contemporaneously. 

The four ne,vspapers produced in the first 
decade, namely, the N eue LTnpartheyische Read
i11ge1· Zeitung, Tlze I// eekly Advertiser, The Read-
1·11ge,· Adler, and Th Impartial Reading 1-/ erald 
are hereinafter discussed separately. Their pe
rusal in the files of our local Historical Society 
will interest and re,vard the antiquarian and the 
historian. 

The printing of almanacs begun in 1798 has 
continued to the present day. The only surviving 
play bill of the period is illustrated in this volume. 

A brave attempt ,vas made in the closing years 
of the century to establish a n1agazine for circula
tion in Berks County. This forlorn hope was led 
by the optin1istic Jacob Schneider but it does not 
appear that n1orc than one number was ever issued. 
The Adler of January I st, 1799, contains a pro
spectus of the proposed rnagazinc, stating that it is 
to be for the advancen1ent of history, geography, 
and economics and that the good folk of Reading 
and Berks County arc invited to subscribe. By 
the 8th of January, 1799, the fond publishers an
nounce that the magazine was almost ready, "bey
nnl,e zur Presse f e,·tig." On the I st of February, 
1799, this Readi~1ger Magazine appeared in all 
its glory. It embodied an article upon the Con-
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stitution of Arncrica, a forn1ula for the making of 
bread frorn potatoes, and rnuch poesic upon the 
destruction of the Bas ti lie. The first nun1ber was 
probably the last, as no further reference is rnade 
to the ill-starred venture. No copy survives: but 
if one did, it ,vottld be ,vorth its ,veight in gold, 
for the Readi11r1er ~11 agtlzi11e has vanished as con1-
plctely as the farncd lost books of Livy. 

'fhis completes the list of known printed rnat
tcr of the period ,vith the exceptions of the ln11/

sr.hei1u, or i II un1inated ba ptisn1al certi fie ates so 
dear to the hearts of our Gerrnan forefathers. 
'fhese arc best to be studied in the adrnirable and 
comprehensive collection of C. \V. Unger, of 
Pottsville, ,vho tells us that Reading ,vas the sec
ond Arnerican place of Gerrnan printing to print 
tau/ sr.l,,•i,u ,' ca rlicr printed ones being produced 
only frorn the Ephrata press. 

The Reading lau/u:heins to 1800 are all of 
one type. The rnain text, with blank spaces to be 
filled out with nan1cs, dates and other data, is 
printed within a large central heart-shaped type 
border, flanked by t\\'o smaller hearts, one at each 
Io,ver corner. 1~hc text was son1e,vhat abridged 
and the size of the printed portion rnadc srnaller 
in 1797, but the arrangcrncnt ren1aincd substan
tially the sarne. 

The decorations arc of three general types. 
First, hand illuminations, as specifically described 
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under the various items, by Friederich Krebs of 
Reading; this is the cornmonest style. Secondly, 
hand illur11ination of the Friederich Speyer style, 
of which only one piece is at hand. 'rhirdly, 
rarely found, decorations n1adc with crude wood 
cuts, in black, probably hand starnped and after
,vards illurninated in colors by an unknown indi
vidual. 

l'his Friederich Krebs, presurnably the dis
tributor and illurninator, worked with a peculiar 
shade of light green, a red sornetimcs corning close 
to a saln1on, a dull orange, and, rarely, a dull 
purple. It is regrettable that the expense of the 
undertaking precludes the reproduction of these 
lfl11/sc/1ei11s in the pristine coloring which is their 
particular cha rn1. 

Son1cthing 111ight be said about the forrnat of 
these earlier Reading publications. 'I'he books 
were all din1inutivc, as may be noted fron1 the il
lustrations, and were generally bound in an orna
rnenta l stiff paper I ud icrously suggestive of the 
wall paper of our own time. Sorne, ho,vevcr, were 
bound in buckra111 and on the rare occasions when 
lc~ther ,vas used, it was of a superior quality. A 
bookbinder, Johannes \\'alter, plied his trade in 
Reading as early as 1797 and advertised that he 
might be found in a shop on North Callowhill 
Street, now Fifth Street, just above the jai I. Our 
first Reading printers used linen paper of such 
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excellent quality that it seems likely to outlast the 
inferior paper of our o,vn decadent age. 

No description survives of the original press 
employed by Gottlob J ungrnann, but ,ve have a 
contemporary account of the crude instrument 
used by Jacob Schneider and George Gerrish. It 
was constructed n1ainly of wood, and the iron 
parts had been hamn1ered out in a blacksrnith 
shop near Oley Line. Francis Ritter, ,vho n1ar
ried Barbara Schneider, sister of Jacob Schneider, 
to becorne the ancestor oi a long line of Reading 
printers, is credited with the construction of this 
first press. One of the early n1achines fron1 which 
the Adler was printed is still to be seen in Kutz
to,vn. 

1'he paucity of the list as hereinafter given 
suggests that there may be or11issions, for it scerns 
absurd that two presses should have been operat
ing for a decade with such n1eager results, yet 
such was the case. Some Reading publications 
have undoubtedly disappeared leaving no trace, 
but in the writer's opinion these ornissions arc 
few, and the bibliography as herewith given is 
substantially complete. One great argun1cnt in 
support of the correctness of the list is that no 
other publications are advertised in the local news
papers. Books ,vith various titles arc announced 
as for sale, but they arc clearly stated to have been 
printed elsewhere. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
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IN READING. PENNSYL\'ANIA 

li88 
A tieneral Description of the Thirteen 

llnitcd States of Arncrka. B. T ohnson and T. 
Barton. 

<hit·, ''I'.' i11 lhl' ,·11llt-ctio11 11i Dr . .-\. S. \\'. Rost•nhai:h. 
, ,f I 'liilacl<'lpliia. 

( lfl(' l'11py ill thl' c11lh·cti1111 oi till' latt- l>r. c;l'Ol"g"(' Het
rirh. 11i Hir,hd111n,. J>a. 

i· Advirc to the Fair Sex. B. Johnson and 
T. Barton. 

<hH· cop_,. i11 tlit· colll'1·ti1111 ni (.ouis J. lleiz111ann, of 
lfrading. Pa. 

1789 
; Die ~cue: l 'nparthcyischl' Readinger Zci

tung, 1789-1802. ('J'hc :\cw ln1partial Reading 
N cwspapcr). A weekly newspaper in the Ger
man language. Johnson, Barton and J ungmann, 
February 18th, 1789 to August 18th, 1790. Bar
ton and J ung1nan11, August 18th, 1790 to .J unt· 

* II lust ralc•d and clt•scriht•cl. 
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25th, 1793. J ung111,tnn and Gruber, J unc 25th, 
1793, to Dccc111bcr 31st, 1794. Gottlob Jung-
1nann and Cmnpany, January 17th, 1795 to Jan
uary 29th, 1800. J ungmann and Bruckn1nnn, 
August 11th, 1802. 

J-1 istorirnl Society of Berks County has February 18th, 
1789 to August 11th, 1802. 

C. \V. L~ngcr, of Potts\'illc, Pa., has February 18th, 
1781) to I )ecemher 25th, 1795, 

Lihrary of Congress has January 2nd, 1799 to Deccm
hcr .31st. 1800. 

Har\'ar<I l~ni\'l•rsitr has ~larch 2211<1, No,·emhcr 15th, 
1797. . 

~l'\\' York I listorkal Society hns l\'lay 1st, 1799 . 
.-\nwrkan Antiquarirm Sol'icty has January 1st. 22nd, 

29th, June 4th, 1794. 

* 'fhc Ready Reckoner ( Published in Eng
lish n11d in Gcrn1an). Bcnja1nin Johnson. 

One English <..'OJ>)' in the collection of J. lknnctt Nolan, 
of Reading. Pa. 

One German and one English l'OJ>Y in the collection of 
the Ameriean :\nti<Jltarian Sodcty, \Vorcestcr, 
Ma!ff, 

One German l.'opy in the l'ollcl·tion of C. \\'. Unger, o{ 
Potts\'illc. Pa. 

One German and one gnglish copy in the collection o{ 
Louis J. 1-Jcizmann, of Rcncling, Pa. 

One (;crnmn copy in the Cassel rollertion, Historical 
Society of J>cnnsyl\'ania, 

One English copy in the Prnnsyh·ania State Lihrary, 

* Illustrated ancl <lcs<..·rihccl. 
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li90 

Ein Gcsprach zwischen den1 kleinen Gorge), 
cincm armcn iVI ann; und cinern gcwisscn vorneh
n1cn Hcrrn, dcn1 der N arnc Perinnder beygcleget 
wordcn. Rending. Barton & J ungrnnnn, 1790. 
( A Dialogue bct,vccn Little Gorge I, a Poor .~1nn, 
and a Certain Distinguished Gentlernan ,vho has 
hecn G ivcn the N nrne of Perinnder.) 

In this rather tedious production a precocious 
brat named Gorgcl and an old n1nn and a mys
tical character narncd Pcriandcr wander threugh 
thirty-three pages of polemical debate without 
corning to any definite conclusion in the end. ()ur 
Berks County ancestors seen1 never to have had 
a satiety of religious discussion. 

One t·opy in the ('nll<.'l'tion of C. \\'. l 'ng<.•r. of Potts
\'ill<.'. J>a. 

< )nc l'opy in tilt' rollcrtio11 of the John Carter Brown 
Lihrar_v, of l'rn\'icl<.•nn•. I{. I. 

l)as Leben und die Bcgchcnhcitcn von eincm 
N eger J oscph !\1l ountain. Crhc Life and Ad
ventures of a N cgro, J oscph lVlountai n.) Barton 
& Jungmnnn. 

tfhis doleful narrative crnbodies certain epi
sodes in the Ii fc of a ncgro who was hanged at 
New Haven on ()ctobcr 20th, 1790, for rape. Ad
vcrtisrd in the Zt1 il1111!J of Novc1nbcr 24th, 1790. 
No copy extant. 
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1791 
Die Gcschichte des Isaac Childs. (The His

tory of I sane Childs.) Barton & J ungmann. 
No kncnvn copy of this work survives, but it 

is cited by Scidensteckcr and is advertised in the 
Zei/11119. 

1793 
Bcyspielc l\tlcrkwurdigen Bckehrungen in dcr 

Geschichte des Baron von l)yherrn und der Jo
hanna Cischc. ( Exa1nples of Curious Conver
sions in the History of Baron von l)yhcrrn and 
Johanna Cische.) 

Mcrkwurdigc N achrichte von dcr V\7under
baren Bekehrung cincs Grossen N aturalisten an 
den1 Exe1npel des George Carl, Baron von Dy
herrn. (1~he Curious 1-1 istory of the !Vlysterious 
Conversion of a Great Naturalist after the Ex
r11nple of George Carl, Baron von Dyherrn.) 
J ungnrnnn & Gruber. Cited by Scidensteckcr. 

'fhcsc essays arc bound together and seem to 
have been issued conternporaneously. 'rhey em
body a pious discourse spoken in his dying hours 
by a certain Lieutenant General von l)yherrn of 
the Royal French Service, ki lied at the battle of 
Bergen, near Frankfort, on April 13th, 1789. 

rJnc t·opy in l'assd t''>llcl'tion, I listorkal Sodety of 
f >,:1111svl\'ania. 

n,~e ,·opy 'in tlw Sl'hwl'nkfddl'r I listnrkal I .ihrnry at 
Pcnnshurg, Pa. 
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Wcihnachts-Licdcr, Gcba.ter, etc., fur die 
Kinder in der Stadt und auf dean Lande. (Christ
n1as Hy1nns, Prayers for the Children in the City 
and in the Country.) Jung111ann & Gruber. 

Onl' ropy in the collcl'lion of J. Bc1 nett Nolan, of 
Jfrading, J>a. 

Onl' l'OJ>)' in the rollcrtion of C. \\'. l.~ngcr, of Potts
\'illc, Pa. 

Der l)urch Europa und A1neril'a Aufrncrk
snn1c Reiscndc, In Absicht zu suchcn \Vahrc Kin
der Gottes, Johann Leonard Friedrich Richter, 
Buchbinder in Altona, 1777 Und zun1 Dritten
malc Gcdruckt, auf Kosten dcr Licbhaber. Read
ing, gcdruckt i1n Jahr 1793. ('fhc Attentive 
'fravelcr to Europe and An1crica with the I nten
tion to Find 'l'ruc Children of God. Johann 
Leonard Fried ril'h Richter, bookbinder in Altona, 
1777. For the third tirne printed at the expense 
of book lovers. Reading, printed in the year 
1793.) Barton & J ungrnann. 

This volurnc is evidently the composition of 
an itinerant preacher who probably belonged to 
no regular sect. It was first produced in Gern1any 
in I 777, in the to,vn of Altona, a suburb of Ha1n
burg. 

One copy in tlw l'nllcl·tion of C. \\'. Unger, of Potts
\'illc, Pa. 
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1794 

Aerzney Buchlein fur Mcnschen und Vieh. 
( Medicine Book for Hun1an Beings and Anirnals.) 
J ungrnann & Gruber. 

One copy in the collection of the 1-Iistorkal Society of 
Berks County. 

Eine Predigt, uber I. Joh. Cap. 2, V. 28 zum 
Abschied, Gehahen in Bern Taunschip den 6ten 
(Jctober, 1793. ( A Scrrnon of I Joh. Chap. 2, V. 
28, the Farc,vcll Scrrnon Delivered in Bern 1,own
ship, October 6th, 1793.) J ungrnann & Gruber. 

This is a f arcwcll scrrnon probably preached 
in the historic Bern Church in 1793, by son1e de
parting pastor ,vhose narnc is unfortunately on1it
tcd, but whose efforts had rnadc such an irnpression 
upon the rncrnbers of his admiring congregation 
that they procured his notes and put the serrnon 
into print. 

One c.·opy in the <.'ollc<.·tion of C. \\'. Pngcr, of J>otts
,•illl•, Pa. 

1796 

* The ,\.Vcckly Advertiser, 1796-1816. 

An English ,vcckly. Established l\1ay 7th, 
1796, by Gottlob J ungrnann, with the ti tic of T/,e 
If/ eekly Ad'lJet·tiser, of Rt1tuli11tJ, in /ht' County of 
Uerks. \\'ith the issue of February 1st, 1800, Carl 

* lllustt'iltt•cl ancl clcs<.·rihecl. 
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A. Bruckmann was taken into partnership under 
the firm name of J ungrnann & Bruckmann. With 
the issue of August 23rd, 1806, the partnership was 
dissolved and Gottlob J ungrnann became sole pub
lisher. On August 3rd, 1811, a new series ,vas 
started, with ne,v volume numbering, published by 
Gottlob J ungn1ann, and Cornpany. '\\7ith the issue 
of J unc 4th, 1814, the ti tic ,vas chnnged to Tiu 
If' eekly A d1,e,·the,· of Readi11g, f ()r Berks a11d 
Scl,uylki/1 County. '\\7ith the issue of Dccernber 
31st, 181..f., the publ ishcrs bccarnc Gottlob & John 
E. J ungrnann. '\\'ith the issue of Scpten1ber 2nd, 
1815, the title wns changed to Tlze Readi11!J n~ eekly 
//d1,,·,·tis,·,· Jo,· tlu Co1111ties of B,~,.ks & Scl,uylki/1. 
The paper was discontinued with the issue of April 
27th, 1816, No. 246. 

llistorknl Society of Berks County has l\lay 7th, 1796; 
April 25th, i\ugust 1st, 1807; January 9th. 1808,: 
Dcl·cmhcr 29th, 1810; August 3rd, 1811; Apral 
27th, 181(>. 

New York Historical Sodcty has ~lay 7th. 1796; Dc
ccmhcr 15th, 1798. 

Historicnl Sodel\• of Pcnnsvh·ania has Cktohcr 6th, 
1798; Dcl·cn1hcr 21st, 1799. 

Harvard Unh·crsity has No\'emhcr 11th, 1797; August 
29th, 1801. 

I.ihrnry of Congress has No\'cmhcr 22nd, 1800. 

* Irnpartial Reading Herald, 1796-1797. 

An English weekly. Established July 22nd, 
1796, by Jacob Schneider and Co1npnny with the 

• Illustrated and <lt•sl·rihc<I. 
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title of Tile Im pa,-tial Rea ding 1-I e,·nld. There 
was also a prelirninary issue of June 22nd, 1796. 
\Vi th the issue of October 14th, 1796, George Ger
rish ,vas arln1itted to partnership, under the firrn 
nan1c of J. Schneider and G. Gerrish. 'fhe paper 
was discontinued ,vith the issue of January 13th, 
1797, Vol. I, No. 26. 

Historical Sodcty of Berks County has June 22nd, July 
22nd, 179(,; January .3rd, 1797. 

1797 

* Readinger Adler, 1796-1913. 
(Reading Eagle.) 
A Gerrnan weekly. Established January 

3rd, 1797, by Jacob Schneider and George Ger
rish, with the title of Der U11pn,·t/1eyisc/1e Read
ing .lld/e,., 'fhere was also a preliminary sarn
plc issue of Novernber 29th, 1796, nun1bcred No. 
I. With the issue of January 17th, 1797, the 
title ,vas altered to Der U11pt1rtl1eyisr.l,,• Read
inge,· /Jdle,·, and the publishing firrn becarnc 
Jacob Schneider and Cornpany. With the issue 
of January 6th, 180 I, the title was altered to Der 
Ret1di11ge,· Adle,·. With the issue of June 29th, 
1802, John Ritter was admitted to partnership 
under the firrn name of Schneider and Ritter. 
With the issue of March 27th, 1804, this partner
ship was dissolved and the paper ,vas published 

• Illustrated and clcscrihcd. 
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by John Ritter and Cornpany ( Charles A. Kess
ler). \\7ith the issue of Scpten1bcr 11th, 1810, 
the title was shortened to R,·adillf/t'r Adle,-. The 
paper was so continued until after 1820. 1\1ost of 
the n>Jmnes had general ti tJc-pagcs after 1798. 

J f istorkal Sol'ict\' of Berks Counh· has Jnnuar\' 3rd. 
li<J7 to Dt•ci•ml,er 26th, 1820, · · · 

l'cnnsylrnnia State Lihrary has Scptcmhcr 15th, 1801. 

* Die Gcschkhtt· Florcntins von Fahlcndorn. 

('fhc I-I istor y of Floren tins von Fahlendorn.) 
Jacob S<.'hncidcr and Cornpany. 

Onl' copy in tlw l'Olll'rtion of J. lk•1111ett Nolan, of Read
ing, f>n. 

< >nc rop\' in th<' colll'l'ti1111 of ( '. \\', l'ngt•r, oi Potts
\'illt:, I 'a. 

( >nc copy in the l'as:-t•I rollc.·ction, I listorical Sodcty of 
I 1c1111sylrania. 

( hll' ,:opy in thl' rolkrtion of the I listorkal Sodrty oi 
Berks ( ·ounty. 

< >nl' cop,· in the l'ollel·tio11 of the :\nwrkan :\11tiquaria11 
Sm·tt•ty, \\'orrl.'stt·r, Mass. 

< >m~ copy in thl' f>t•1111sylrn11ia Statt• Lihrnry. 

* l)ic BJut-Fahnc ausgcstcrket zur \\'arnung 
politischcr \Vcgwciscr in Arncrica. ('fhc Blooci 
Red Flag Displayed as \Varning to Political 
Lenders in A1ncrira.) G,>ttlob J ungrnann and 
Cornpany. 

* I !lust ratt·cl and <ll'sl·rihccl. 
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One copy in the collection of J. Bennett Nolan, of 

Reading, Pa. 
One copy in the collection of C. \V. Unger, of Potts

ville, Pa. 
One copy in the coiled ion of the 1-1 istorkal Society of 

Berks County. ( Imperf cct.) 
One COJ>)' in the collel'lion of the Aml'rican Anti<JUarian 

Sm·1cty, \Vorccster, l\lnss. 
One copy in the Pcnnsyh-ania State Library. 

Ein \Vahrhafter und besondcrer Bericht von 
den1 Zustand des Richard Merrcls. ( A Fine and 
Special Report of the Condition of Richard Mer
rels.) Gottlob J ung111ann and Company. Adver
tised in the Zeit1111g Dccernbcr 27th, 1797. No 
copy extant. 

* Piny bill. Jacob Schneider. 

Perforrnancc of the M'Grath troupe at r~ead
ing Theatre. 

One copy in the l'ollcl·tion of J. Bennett Nolan, of 
Reading, Pa. 

1798 

N cuer Ha uswi rthscha f ts 
New Dorncstic Calendar.) 
and Con1pany. 

Calender. (1,he 
l,ottlob J ung111ann 

One l'0J>\' in the collection of the Amcrkan Antiquarian 
Society, at \Vorcester, Mass. 

One l'opy in the PennsylvaniH State I .ihrary. 

• Illustrated and clescrihc<I. 
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1799 

Last Words of l\ilartin McLaughlin. Gott
lob J ungrnann and Cornpany. Advertised in the 
½eit11nr1, No copy extant. 

Ncucr Hauswirthschafts Calender. (1~he 
N cw l)orncstic Calendar.) Gottlob J ungmann 
and Con1pnny. 

One l'0J>)' in thr Cassrl l'ollel'lion, l-listoril'al Sndcty of 
J>cnnsyh·ania. 

One l'<>J>Y in the l'ollcl·tion of the Historical Sol'icty of 
Berks County. 

One l'O)>\' in the l'ollcl'tion of the :\mcrkan :\ntiqual'ian 
Sodety, \\'orccst(•r, ~lass. 

One ropy in the Pc·msylmnia State Library. 

Ein ~rraucr Gcdict ubcr cine Grausan1e 
Mordthat. (A l)irgc ()vcr a Cruel lVlurdcr.) J. 
G. Schneider. 

Two l'opics in the l'ollcction of Sd1wcnkfrldcr I listorknl 
I .ihrary at P<.·nnshurg, Pa. 

1800 

Neucr Hauswirthschafts 
New l)orncstic Calendar.) 
nnd Cornpnny. 

Calender. Cfhc 
Gottlob J ungrnann 

One l'opy in the Cass<.•I rollcl·tion, Hisotrdal Society of 
I >ennsyh·anin. 

One <.'opy i 11 t Ill' l'ollcl'l ion of C. \ V, U ngcr, of Potts
\'illc, Pa. 
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One <.'opy in the Lihrary of Congress, \\'ashington, 
D.C. 

One copy in the coJlcction of the Amerkan Antiquarian 
Society, \Von·cstcr, ~lass. 

One copy in the Pcnnsyh-ania State Lihrary. 

1,,he Readinger Magazine. Jacob Schneider 
and Cornpany. Advertised in the Adler, January, 
1800. No copy extant. 
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THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES 

This booklet, reputed to be the pioneer of 
Reading publications, is a quaint and curious 
volurne, and gives a general description of each 
of the thirteen colonies, or "provinces,'' as the 
writer tern1s thetn. Since the boundaries of these 
several districts were not too clearly defined at 
the period, it is not surprising that a certain 
\'agueness is reflected in the description. For in
stance, when the writer essays to bound Pennsyl
vania he says, 

"On the !\Torti, by 1\'erzc York and tl1e Iro
quois, 011 the Tl' est by Lakt• Erie a11d the I11dia11 
( ' ,, 

.101111 try. 
"Te11 11erz£, stall's" he tells us "are damo1·i119 

fa,· t1dmissio11 lo the Co11/edt•n1tio11.'' These states 
arc to be na1ned Sylvania, 1\tl ichigania, Rock 
State, Metropotarnia, lllinoia, Saratoga, Poly
patarnia, Pelissia, and \Vashington. In addition, 
three counties in North Carolina have forn1cd the 
State of Franklin, and a new State is to be erected 
about the intersection of V errnont, N cw Harnp
shi re, and l\1assachusctts. Our Reading author 
anticipated by half a century the view of John 
C. Calhoun and J cfferson l)avis as to state-rights. 
''Each stale," he explicitly narrates, "retni11s itJ 
orzvn s01.,ereig11ty a11d i11depe11dt1 11ct• ,' .u,preme 
po1t1er is lodged in ti Collf/l'ess of Dt>lt'!Jales." 
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ADVICE TC) 'fl-IE FAIR SEX 

This edifying volmne is written in an ad
n1onitory vein which would probably evoke only 
the ridicule of an irreverent generation. The 
very nan1es of the characters savor of prudery. 
'fhe n1ales arc christened Love-well, Sir Robert 
Goodn1an, and Probus; the ladies arc termed Flip
panta, Prudilla, and Flirtina. 

The keynote of the volun1e is well struck in 
H stanza which adorns one of the ea:-lier pages, 

•• I 111111odcsl words admit of 110 dcjc11sc 

For 'li.'<lllt of dcc1•11cy is ·mml oj .'i<'IISC." 

And the scoffing rnatrons of our own day 
n1ight well irnitate the manner of the tactful wife 
,vho, when sadly ruffled by her spouse's bad tcn1-
per, n1eckly, retorts, 

"Vay 'll'l'll my dear, I shall 111al·c th,· lea for you." 

A hon1ely strain of censure is suggested in 
the discreet advice of the eighteenth century 
rnother, 

"Ami IIO'l(' Jforia let me m/iiis1· .\'Olt thal whafr11r1· dis

appoi11l111c11ls or ,li.fqufrludcs you 111<1y mccl -;,•ill, i11 1/,r 1111f'

lial .,·talc, 11c1•cr lo tfrdllr,• lo the 'li.'orld .,•0111· s11Jlrri11f!s.'' 

\\'hile we may well doubt whether any of 
the emancipated daughters of the present day ,viii 
take the tirne to read this quaint ernanation of the 
Reading press of one hundred and twenty-five 
years ago, it is nevertheless certain that they might 
profit by the perusal. 
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Ex1-:~1Pt.ARs oF EAIU.Y READING PRINTING 

l)IE NEUE UNPARTHEYISCHE 
REAl)INGER ZEITUNG 

The n1onth of February in the year 1789 was 
«1 rnernorable one in the history of rnankind. Mr. 
James Wilson, the erst\vhile Reading lawyer, se
cured a ratification for his Federal Constitution 
at Philadelphia; the Three Estates, in convoca
tion at Versai Iles, presented to a perplexed Bour
bon rnonarch a rnen1orial containing the strange 
nc,v suggestion of inherent rights of n1ankind; 
and Gottlob J ungmann issued the first newspaper 
in Berks County. 

Mr. J ungrnann, never backward in vaunting 
his o,vn good qualities and those of his produc
tions, occupies rnuch of the first page of the first 
nun1bcr ,vith a panegyric upon the venture. First, 
and sornc,vhat superfluously, he reviews the history 
of printing frorn the days of Gutenberg. He then 
flatters the civic pride of his auditors by extolling 
their public and private virtues and assuring thern 
that their industry and enterprise have rnade Berks 
County a Ga rdcn of the Lord ( ei11 Garten Got/ts). 
Having thus engendered a feeling of cornplaccncy 
arnongst his prospective subscribers, he details the 
bencfi ts to accrue from the cstn bl ishrnent of a 
journal. Land is to increase in value; new and 
improved rncthods of agriculture arc to be intro
duced; old superstitions arc to vanish; the schools 
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are to an1plify and prosper; the churches will 
bccon1c rnore influential. All this for a rnodcst 
outlay of one dollar, fifty cents in advance. 

Mr. J ungrnann 's fond hopes ,vere only par
t~ally realized. \Vhen he rcrnoved frorn Reading 
in 1816 he devoted considerable space in the Ad
vertiser to a 111elancholy review of his career in 
Reading and of the lack of appreciation in the 
cornn1unity ,vhich he had sought to serve. Corn
paratively few, he declares, had shown enterprise 
enough to subscribe for his paper and n1any of 
those subscribers had neglected the forrnality of 
payn1ent. The postrnastership had been given to 
hirn ,vhen it could only be conducted at a loss; 
when crnol urnent began to accrue, the office was 
bestowed else,vhere. 

In the ,vriter's possession is a letter ,vrittcn 
in 1799 by Pastor Friederich Schn1idt of St. 
Michael's Lutheran Congregation in Philadel
phia, to his son, a 1ne1nber of the Reading Bar. 

"J.1 r. ftmr111w1111 /,as 110/ .\'l'I paid mr for II,,, ralrmlar 
ralc11lalio11 Irr go/ las/ yrar.'' 

The reverend gentlernan was an astronorner 
of a sort and had made calculations for Mr. Jung
mann 's calendars which J ungmann could not, or 
did not sec fit to pay. Ready cash ,vas apparently 
a rare iten1 in the equipment of this first Reading 
printery. 

Finally, in April, 1816, the disillusioned 
editor announces that he is "bent to leave these 
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parts for a new and distant country, if God 
pleases.'' 

~fhis "distant country,'' Kentucky, ,vas remote 
indeed, for at that period is ,vas as far from Read
ing as Liverpool is in our day. 

Gottlob J ungmann's epilogue is ,vritten in the 
issue of the Readin!Jrr /Jdln· for June 25th, 1833. 

"/Jicd at Louis't•illc. Kc11t11d·_,. aft tr a .f<"U.' /,ours' 

il/11t'SS. C:olllah ]llll!Jllltlllll. i11 '"" 6itl, year of l,is aye . 
.\Im,_,, _wars a!Jo tl,c publisher of tire Ncadi11!/ ll'ct'!,•l_,. 
Adn•rtiscr. Also 011 tl,c fo/101.cin!I da_\', .\/rs. Catl,ari11c 
il111,_;:11<m11. (011.wrl of /Ire .formt·r. i11 //re 6711, _,•car of 
/rcr a!/c," 

Appropriately enough, his wi fc, the partaker 
of all his tribulations in Reading, who shared 
in the perilous emigration to the ()hio, went with 
hirn on the last journey, frorn ,vhich there is no 
return. 

Poor Gottlob J ungrnann I His was the usual 
fate of pioneers of culture in a cornrnunity as yet 
unregcnerated from the prirnitivc. One wonders 
whether in his ,v es tern hornc he ever regretted 
the pleasant Gerrnan village on the Schuylkill, or 
,vhethcr he harbored resentrnent t(nvards an un
in1aginative and close-fisted cornrnunity which be
grudged the outlay of one doJiar a year for the 
securing of their news fron1 a printed sheet rather 
than by the traditional method of the gossip of 
the street. 
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rfHE \VEEKLY ADVERTISER 

J n spite of IVI r. J ungn1ann 's constant con1-
plaint about the tardiness of his subscribers in the 
niatter of payn1ent, he seen1s to have been encour
aged enough after seven yea rs of cxperirnent in 
the journalistic field to start an English news
paper and on lVlay 7th, 1796, the Readi11!1 
~1 J,v,•rl isn· rnadc its bow to the English speaking 
public of Berks and adjoining counties. The Ad
'Vet'lise,. a ppca rs to have enjoyed a fair rncasu re 
of the public patronage and endured until the 
issue of April 27th, 18 I 6, considerably above the 
average of longevity for a newspaper of the 
period. 
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Ex 1-:~11•1.ARs oF E,\RI. Y lh:Anrnc; PRI NTJ NG 

THE I.lVIPARTIAL READING HERALD 

It has been clai111cd that the R t>adi119 1-I ,.,.a/d 

was the original newspaper in the English lan

guage to appear in Berks County, but as the first 

nun1ber is dated J unc 22nd, J 796, and that of the 

/ld'l'l',.tise,· Nlay 7th, J 796, it \V<ntld appear that 

the clain1 of the /ld'l 1t•1·ti.rt•r to be the pioneer Eng

lish newspaper is well-grounded. 

Up to this tirne Gottlob J ungn1ann occupied 

the field alone, but now a rival appears in the 

person of Jacob Schneider, who ca111e frorn Exeter 

·rownship, in Berks County. l\1 r. Schneider en

tered actively into the printing business, founded 

n newspaper, issued books, and in general 1nade 

all the cornpctition and trouble that he could for 

Gottlob J ungrnann. He was associated in the 

beginning with George Gerrish. Schneider, like 

J ungn1ann, followed the approved journalistic 
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tradition of dabbling in politics and was seldom 

out of office. He held successively the offices of 

Register, Recorder, n1e1nbcr of the Legislature, 

and Associate Judge. He brought hirnself and 

the to,vn of Reading into the limelight in the year 

1799, during the uprising against the federal tax 

on house ,vindows, ,vhich has come down to us 

llnder the nan1e of the Fries Rebellion. At this 

time Mr. Schneider's editorials were found so 

objectionable by the n1ilitia officers who ,vere then 

garrisoned at Reading, that they took him forcibly 

fron1 his office and horse,vhipped him in Penn 

Square. 

Tlze lmpa,-tial Reading I-I erald struck a ne,v 

note in Berks County journalisrn, being edited in 

n lighter vein than the ponderous, scrni-religious 

publications which preceded it. Son1e of the 

poetry which it printed is decidedly broad and 

,vould scarcely pass the censorship even of our 

own more liberal age. In spite of this rnodcrnity, 
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or perhaps because of it, the paper had a brief 

career, being discontinued with the issue of Janu

ary 13th, 1797. 
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l)ER READINGER AIJLER 

The Refldi11r1er Adler, by far the most cele
brated and influential paper ever published in 
Berks County, was started in 1796 by Jacob 
Schneider and George I). Gerrish. I ts long and 
honorable career which tcrrninated in 1913 rnerits 
a more extended discussion than can be given in 
this brief treatise. Tilt! //dft,,- in its tirnc was ac
kno,vlcdged as one of the leaders in the Gernrnn 
press of Arncrica. It changed its format rnany 
tm1es, but always 111aintnincd the syrnhol of the 
eagle as given in the early cxcrnplar herewith re
produced. 
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T 1-1 E 
READY l~-ECKONEI{, 

0 R '1' H E 
TRADER'S SURE GUIDE, 

Adapted to the ufe of aH who deal by 
\V JI O t F. SALE or RF.TA I L ; 

F,XJ-IIBITING AT. 0 ~ E VIE \iV, 
Tl1c .11nount or Value of any number ot 
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o 11. t, f ro1n l up to 10,000, 

At lhe vatious price.r, J1·011i 1 1'ctrthi11g to 
1 l'ound. 

1' 0 \Vi ·Hr. II A R E P It F. FI X f. D, 
~r,:hk,s of lnterell at t,, 6, and 7 per Cent. 
A 1'ubfe fhe\\·ing the w~<'ight · and value 

vf fJOLJJ and SILVER, as they now 
pa!s i11 Pcnnfyl\'an1a and New-York. 

A- L S 0 
A 1·able lhewin·g the value of Cont.inrntal 

:.-~Jont)', a.~ ti\ed by an Aft of the 
General A-\ffe1nblies of Penn-

1)·! \'ania and ~'I arr land. ,...____ -----·----. 
A ~ A ~-f E R l CA N E 1')1 T J. 0 ~. 

Co,-rt,S1c"d & r.onzj}nred rt1il,~_fi•1.,1,•rrtl Edi/1~,;ns. 
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THE READY RECKONER 
It is not probable that any of the issues of 

our Reading press was a briJiiant success from a 
financial point of view. N un1erically sm,dl as the 
publications appear to us now, they had an ex
asperating habit of ren1aining upon the producers' 
shelves. Son1ctin1es the san1e item is advertised 
over a course of years, and the disappointed edi
tors openly express their resent,nent over the lack 
of appreciation in the cmnmunity. 

But if any of the primitive productions paid 
for itself, it was probably the Ready Reckoner, 
produced in English and Gcrnrnn in 1789. The 
success of this venture lay in its practical utility, 
for it filled a real need arnnngst our people. 

At the tirnc of its production, in I 789, the 
Confederation was laboring under the burden of 
an elastic and uncertain currency. Each State 
issued its o,vn pounds, shilling, and pence. There 
,vas no parity and a very elusive standard of value. 
Barter between citizens of different States was in
variably attended by perplexity and debate. A 
"Reckoner," therefore, ,vhich gave the com para
tive values for Pennsylvania and her bordering 
States of New York and 1\1aryland, ,vas a neces
sity to all tradesrncn. Under these circurnstances, 
the price of the volutnc, "Three shillings ,vith al
lo,vance,,, docs not a ppca r excessive. 
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READING THEATRE, 
{UN0&a T.111: O1ucT10N or Ma. M'GRATH,) 

On Thwfda7 Evening, Februar1 ;, will be allN. 

T•s MOR.AL AND HIST()RJCA L PLAY or 

GEORGE BARNWELL, 
0 R., 

THE L O N D O N M E R C ti A N T• 

" Bt w1rn1d, ye youth~ ""ho fee my fad dcfpalr, 
,.. ,AYold lrwd Women, &lfe aa they are fair, 
" 87 my example !tam to lbu11 mt hie, 
" How wrc1chcd la 1he Ma'n that'• {,..jfc too lite 1 
" Ere Innocence and fame and life be lull, 
u Herc purthafc wifdom cheaply at 11r con.• 

,receding the Play, will be fpokcn, A Huarollo\lt P110Looua:, In Charallct or 

AN AMERICAN T.AR, 

Anc, tbe Plat, BaoT.llu M'GRATH will have lhthonor of dellverint 

A MAS ONT'C AD Dftt'E S-S, 
IN HU CNAllAC1'Sll or 

A MASTER MASON. 
Soxo--b7 Mn. M'ORATH:-"l'd rathtr be ncu.'d"I 

To which wlll be added, the AM E Rt CAN FA ll C & ot 

THE TRUE BORN YANKEE. 
OR, 

A TRIP TO NEW 0 YORK1 

With IO NO S lnddtntal to the PI £ C E. 

The'tVholetocondudewlth "BUCK.I lfAV.t AT Y&· iLL!" 

Jl7 Mr • .r.r.\"J)N, 
·c~■rallm, In Play and Faru, b7 Ma. M'GRAT~, ~t.ltMortffl. Mr. o,mfLy, 

Mra. M'Qpth, ~t. 

The ~urtlln to ~ ralfr~'1i••lf pal\ Sia o'Cl0tk, 

'°It' •~ ..;.,_\ \.''• I 

••• T1cu:T•,athalf1dollaru<h,tol'IC',h1~or~rr,-Ba~."tit Mr. l\f'Gu1h, :m,I 
I& Air, Sdmddrr•, J?rh11ing•Oflice, ~~onrf 111 ~ •~y tl- l>uur,Lc,·1 ,r. ~-

♦J..·hq ¥Jc,; 10 mcommn,b1~ r.,mllleb. CIUl,~li.._Vf D~ Tl:'. n: \It~ 
0, l°GI wlfi be ,11lmhtc1I un Udf•Tille". h;il,airi. "• 
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PLAY BILL C)F T'I-IE REAIJJNG 
'ff-I EA'fRE 

·rhis quaint play bill was pr~sumably printed 

at Jacob Schneider's printing cOke, since the an

nouncement is 1nade that tickets to the perform

ance 111ay be procured there. The perforrnance 

was gi\'en in the old Reading Thr.:atre, which has 

passed so co1nplctcly that no or:e can with any 

certainty say where it actually stood. 1~herc is a 

tradition that it was in the neighborhood of 

Seventh and Chestnut Streets, near the southwest 

corner, where stood the old Reading Acadc111y. 

'fhcre is, however, no definite historical know)

cdge upon this point. 

"Brother l\ll'Grath'' who gave the perforrn

ancc was the pioneer of the itinerant theatrical 

rnanagers who introduced the dram a to ru rnl 

Pennsylvania. So111c writers have referred to him 

a~ the 'l'ait \Vilkinson of the United States. Seil-
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hamer in his history of the An1erican stage pays a 

tribute to his versatility, terrning hin1 "Poet, 

singer, actor, dramatist, and manager." 

Christopher Charles M'Grath made his 

American debut in. 1786 at Charleston and seems 

to have led a starveling existence, wandering 

about with his troupe through Maryland and 

Pennsylvania with the sheriff ahvays close upon 

his heels. He appeared in York in November, 

J 791, and announced that he proposed to give in 

the Pennsylvania inland towns 

"D,·amatic e11tertni11111e11IJ propedy regulated 

to convey not only rational and ele9n11t am1ue

me11t, but prod11cti1.1e of real utility i11 polislzing 

the tasteJ, impro1.1i119 the manners and c1dti'l.1atinr1 

the genius of the risi119 gene,·ation." 

Bur., a hard-headed and unappreciative pub

lic obstinately refused to take enough tickets at 

half a dollar apiece to make Mr. M'Grath's ven

ture a successful one fron1 the financial standpoint. 
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In York an honest countryrnan had to buy cakes 

for the leading lady so that she n1ight sufficiently 

recruit her strength to continue the performance. 

M'Grath died in Reading, February 23rd, 

1799. 

1,he play bill is undated but the performance 

was probably given in 1798. 
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ExE.Ml'LARs oF EARLY REAl>ING PRINTD:<; 

DIE GESCHICHT'E FLOREN1'INS 
V()N FAHLENDORN 

The last decade of the Eighteenth century 
was essentially a period of romanticism. In Great 
Britain the anonyrnous \Vizard of the North ,vas 
issuing the rapid and brilliant succession of the 
\\' averly novels. In Gcrn1any Goethe at the 
height of his powers set the standard in prose and 
poetry for his country-n1en. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that this rising 
flood of sentin1entalisrn should extend to the re
mote county of Berks, and that our local printers 
should pause in their n1onotonous task of prod uc
ing newspapers and religious articles to reflect 
somewhat of the current cult. 

An evidence of this is found in the novel of 
Florentins von Fahlendorn, produced in Read
ing in 1797 frorn the press of Jacob Schneider. 
In this tale the hero passes through a career of 
love episodes and hairbreadth escapes, ending in 
an orthodox and happy n1arriage. The scene ,vas 
laid in Ger,nany but the hero wandered as far as 
Philadelphia. ~rhe story nrny have pleased our 
Berks County ancestors, but with the perspective 
of one hundred and forty years, it appears singu
larly insipid. Such as it is, it was widely adver
tised and scen1s to have attained a fair ,neasurc 
of success. 
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CALENDAR 1798-1800 

The Calendar like the Reckoner had an im
portant place in the Ii fe of a people whose ne,vs
papers had a very limited circulation. The Calen
dar was constantlv referred to for information 
upon the seasons, the changes of the moon, the 
sitting of the courts, and all other n1atters essential 
to the routine of a prin1itive community. 

The wnod-cut upon the cover constitutes the 
earliest pictorial representation of Reading, al
though drawn nearly sixty years after the founda
tion of the town. In the Calendar of 1798 an 
optimistic and in1aginary stone-arched bridge is 
shown spanning the river. In the later issues the 
bridge disappears. The first bridge that actually 
spanned the Schuylkill was a ,vooden covered 
structure erected in 1816, but a lottery was sold 
and a bridge projected in 1797. The picture on 
this early Calendar reflects the elusive hopes of 
the first bridge planners. 
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l)IE BLUT-FAHNE 

'fhis is a serni-political treatise depicting cer
tain episodes in the French Revolution. It ,vas 
produced in Reading in the interest of the Fed
eralist party, as opposed to those anti-Federalists 
who affected to condone the J acobins because they 
saw in thcrn an expression of the sarne struggle for 
liberty which our 0\\'11 country had rnaintained in 
1776. 

The production is of peculiar interest because 
it rnarks the advent into Berks County in the clos
ing years of the century of that storrny political 
petrel, \Villiarn Cobbett, of Ireland, better known 
as "Peter Porcupine.,, 

"Porcupine,, was the Pennsylvania Junius, a 
master of biting invective, restrained by no scruple 
of sentiment or decency if the annihilation of a 
political opponent ,vcre to he achieved. His great 
rival was Bcnjan1in Franklin Bache, editor of the 
/l11ro1·11, the organ of the anti-Federalists in Penn
sylvania. Bache, in one number of the Aurora 
made a bitter attack upon President Ada1ns, tcrrn
ing hirn the "l)ukc of Braintree" and in an un
lucky rnoment alluded to his own illustrious an
cestor, Benjarni n Frank Ii n. "Porcupine," pcrcei v
ing his opportunity, rushed delightedly into the 
fray. After one hundred and twenty-five years 
his snvagc satire is still trenchant and apposite. 
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"Everyo11e 'U,i/1, I hope, have t/1e goodness to 

believe that my gra11dfather was 110 philosopher. 

1-l e 11ever made a lightni119 rod, no,· bottled a 

single qua,·/ of s1111shine in his /if e. He was no 

almanac maker, no quack, 110 chimney doc/or, no 

ambassador, and no printer's devil. Neither was 

lie a Deist, and all his cl,ildren '1.ve,·e bo,·11 in '1.Ved

lock." 

Why "Porcupine" came to Berks County for 

a mediun1 of publication remains a mystery. But 
as Gottlob J ungmann ,vas a political appointee 

and owed his postmastership to a Federal Presi

dent, he could not ,veil refuse a publication in the 

interest of his party. 
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CONCLUSION 

This brings my task to a close. The assembly 
and perusal of these worn yellow relics of a by
gone age has been a source of pleasure to me, and 
J trust that the result will be of value for further 
research in this interesting field. 

The bibliography and descriptions are as 
cornplete as they can be made after diligent study 
of the probable available sources. The examples 
selected for illustration give a fair idea of the 
early typography ernployed in our county. 

It is to be regretted that the scope of this 
treatise does not pcrrnit of a rnore arnplified trrat
rnent of the interesting personality of our early 
printers. Sorne of then1, indeed, survive only in 
their narnes. Enough rnaterial, ho,vever, might 
be gathered for an interesting rnonograph upon 
Gottlob J ungn1ann and Jacob Schneider and it is 
rny hope that this production rnay spur our local 
typographical association to erect sornc rnernorial 
to these illustrious pioneers. \Vith the passing 
years, their rncrnory has been allowed to lapse al
rnost into oblivion, but a belated recognition is 
still feasible and such a rnovcmcnt would rnost 
fittingly be sponsored by the rncrnbers of that 
printing profession which these prirnitive crafts
rnen founded in our cornrnunity nearly a century 
and a half ago. 
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THE FIRST DEC,\l>E OF PRINTING 

AUTHORITIES 

Archives and files of the Historical Society of 
Berks County. 

Archives and files of the Historical S,wicty of 
Pennsylvania. 

Archives and files of the Library of Congress. 
Archives and files of the A111erican Antiquarian 

Society of \Vorccster, fvlass. 
Archives and files of the John Carter Brown 

Library of Providence, R. I. 
Archives and files of the Pennsylvania State 

Library. 
Archives and files of the Sch,venkfeldcr His-

torical Library. 
Collection of C. \\'. Unger of Pottsville, Pa. 
Collection of J. Bennett Nolan of Reading, Pa. 
Collection of Harry Heiln1an, deceased, Cleona, 

Pa. 
Collection of Louis J. Heiz1nann of Reading, Pa. 
,.fhe First Century of Gern1an Printing in Amer

ica. Os,v:ild Seidcnstecker. 
Issues of the Press of Pennsylvania. C. 1-1. Hi ldc

burn. 
A History of ~he N cwspapcrs of Reading. John 

B. J)an1pn1an. 
Early Gcrr11an-An1crican N cwspapers. Daniel 

MiJJer. 
History of the Arncrican 'fhentrc Before the Rev

olution. George 0. Sci)han1cr. 
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