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STARTLING 

AND 

FEARFUL ADVENTURES 
or 

.ADELAIDE LANE. 

I AK the only child of Earl Elwood ; he was a stern looking 1.aan, 
and every one seemed to stand in fenr of him : but my father could 
uot have boon more kind to a child than be was to me, until I roached 
my sevontoentJ 1 year; at this time I was a "ild and rather romuntie 
girl, a little pl'•Jud, I fear, for my mirror told me that I was very beau• 
tiful. 

Among tho mnny visitors at our mnnsion wns William Lnnc, 11 

young man of talentB, though far beneath us in rank and wealth, for 
whom I had acquired an ardent attachment which was as wm·mly re­
turned. We were aware thnt my father would disapproTo of our 
Jo\·o, but who can command tho affections of tho heart 9 We mot 
often and wore engaged to be married. My father soon discoverocl 
this and in wrath tnrnod William from his doer-threatening to dis­
inherit mo unless I left his company for over. Bnt truo lovo ia 
not banished by Jiarshnesa ; that evoniug wo mot again, and a 
vrcck from that time woro privately married, at tho house of a 
mutual friend. It was rather a lonely wedding for tJie daughter of 
an English nobleman, 'but I was united to the mnn of my heart-I 
was happy. · 
· Groat wns tho rngo of my rather when he herrd of this. WilJiam, 
on somo pretence, was thrown into prison, ,,,nd I wns not allowed to 
:cn"o the house for many weeks. At length illJ father told me tbal 
my mnrrinr,o with ,Villi!'m, as I was not yet of nge, wns unlaw(u~ 
and if I w,)uld forsake hhh he •would got him released from prison 
Thitt, tlnnllJ, I coneonteJ to do, stiU resolved in my heart it should not 

-
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be .ft>n nr-thnt the hearts and hands wo had joined should not lonJ 
bo divided. 

Ouo <lny my father entered my room with n smiling face, nnd tak­
ing n sent said, "My dear child, you well know it lms over been tho 
wish of my heart to removo to Amoricn; nll thin::,rs are now fovoral>lo 
.And within ono month we leave Englnnd for n new home nmong tho 
wild scenery and lofty trees of Peunsyh·anin,,, 

,vhon hihws gone I wroto a lino nnd dispntched it to ,vminm by 
R servant, and at midnight I mot my husband ngain but to part ; 
"Go, my own dear wife," said ho nt length. "I will soon follow 
you, nnd may God preserve you from danger by sea or l~nd until wo 
meet ngnin." · 

Tho,ucxt morning I nccompanicd my father nnd motlier on bonrd 
a steamship, bound for Now York, nnd soon tho lnnd that held him 
10 dcnr to mo wns fnst receding from sight. 

\Vo hnd been two days nt sen wh_on my dear mother wns tnkon sick, 
and tho seventh dny nftcr I snw her lnid to sleep undor the deep, dnrk 
wnves. I trust her gentle spirit is in a brightc,r world, nnd om·loss is 
her gnin. After a long nnd unplensnnt voyage we nt length rcnched 
N cw York, and soon after Ilnrrisburg, which was tho place selected 
by my fnthcr for a residence. 

Hero I found mysol( plnccd in a hnmlsomo mnnsion, with e\"ory 
luxury that wealth c01~ld procure. f:ix months pnsscd nwny. I hnd 
written so\'crnl letters to England, but hnd not hcnrd n word fron1 
William. About this time my fotlicr mnrricd n wcnlthy Cntho]ic. 
1ndy. Mndam Eunice Ln"ndnu wns n widow whose gentleness nnd 
kindness of heart amply mndo up for lier rnthcr plnin 1ookR. Her 
only son, a yonng man preparing f01· the pric~thood, en.mo t>ftcn to onr 
mnnsion-somctimcs accompnnicd by n prfost nn1i10ct Pnul Searl, who 
WM my stepniothcr'a confessor. I hnd been brought up a firm Pro­
testant nnd did not lik<' Cntholics; therefore, though I trcntccl them 
with re~pect, I wns always very re8Cl'\'cd in tlicir pl'cscnco. Ono day 
I wna sitting nlone in my fnthcr's pnrl01ir, rei:tding, when I i1enrd the 
door cnntiously opened, and looking up tho cof1fossor Btood before me. 
Ile wns n tall, dnrk comploxionctl man, perhnps thirty-fivo yenrs of 
agc/niici might hn.ve been Jrnudsomo but for n nose which had lJeon 
bi·ok,m, nn<l which, with a hll'go mout1~, gnvo his conntonnnco a. ro­
intlsi vo look. He wns drcAActl in n suit of blnck, with highly-polished 
l,octs: and ns ho stood there, 1 snw tl\nthis lnrge blnck eyes wcl'o fixed 
on my ft\CO wi_th n glistening gttzo I conld not comprohcnd. I oft'crcd 
bhu n scat, which he refused, a.,d scnt:ng himself on tho &ofa br. mt 
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1ide pnss('d hie arm familiRrly around my waist. I started as if H·tung 
by nn nddor, nnd would hnvo ·left tho room, but was forcibly detnined 
Dy him resenting himself and holding mo, despite my struggles, to hia 
hateful bosom. 

He snid: "D~nr Adelaide, porhnps you did not know that I loved 
you-thnt I Jrnvo ovc,e.loved you einco I first saw you; I Jmvo t.rica 
hnrd to banish yon from my heart, but cannot-yon must bo mine." 

" Rclcaso mo wretch I" I cried. 
"I will not, cannot, yon must hcnr mo; I will leave tho priesthood, 

bo anything, do anything you wieh-wjthont you I will not Jivo." 
"Then without mo you will die," I enid, and then it occurred to mo 

to l'ing a smnll boll that chnnced to stand near mo. 
" Mine in life or den.th you shall be," said he, releasing me 118 n ser• 

Yant ontercrl tho room. 
"llring lights I" I said, for it was getting quite dnrk,' nnd hurried 

to my' room. Pnnl Searl came no more, indeed I heard that ho wa., 
dlmd, and imvnrdly rejoiced, fori both hated nnd feared him. Ono 
evening 118 I stood upon tho portico before tho honso, watching the 
11111, ns he snnk to r99t behind tho forest trees, n female approached, 
au<l coming close to my side, enid in a low voice : 

"\Villiam Lano is at my house, and wishes to sco·you." 
" And whore do you live I'' I asked. 
" Not for from here, follow mo.'' 
U nsnspicions of evil I ran for my shawl and bonnet, and with her 

loft tho house, nine, never to retnrn I We passed through one street, 
and went about half a mile from tho city, when my guide stopped nt tho 
door of a vino-clad cottage, and knocking entered. Tho entry wns quite 
dark, and l1B I followed her into a room, equally dnrk, n vague fear 
came over me; striking a match she lit a small Jnmp, snying "}Io }ma 
-gone out, but yon are weary, take a sent and n glass of wino, ho will 
soon return." As she spoke she poured out n glnss of wine from a 
decanter on a table; 1. drank a little, and set it dO\vn on the table. 

"As be ,s not hero I will go homo," I said 1·:13ing. · 
"You will not," said a voice behi'ld me, and r 1y arms were instantly 

hound down to my sides by Paul Searl the c Jnfossor I ho hnd been 
cm1cenlcd behind a curtain. I tried to P~ream for bolp, bnt a ban9age 
was tij!htl,;· drawn over my mouth. 

"A little more condescension would have saved yon this," he 
remarked. "Now," said he, addrossing tho woman who all this time 
~ad stood looking on with fear plainly depicted in her face, " you may 
~o-bore is your pay." 1md ho gaYe her a handful of gold. "MinJ,'' 
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he added, "you say nothing of this I" and as she w:ent out he locked 
the door, removing tho key. You may imagine my horror and des­
pair on finding myself in the power of this monster in human form. 
In vnin I tried to release n1y han<ls or even to make a loud noise, whilo 
his wretch stood smiling with a culmneas Satan might have envied, 

at my efforts to get free from my bonds. 
" Bo pcnceablo, my love," ho SRi<l at length," and I will tell you nl 

. ahont it ; you see, Adn, wo nro going to tnko a long rido, and as I foat 
I might lose you, I am going to have you die and put you in this 
coffin!" and opening a door by my side, he sot a. new cherry-colored 
cotlin into tho room nt my feet I " You see, Miss Elwood, it was your 
dying wish to be buried with your friends in McKean County; I have 
nndortaken to fulfil your wish, nnd tho hent of the weather (it was 
J nnc) will ~xcuso my driving by night, nnd stopping in some cool 
pince by dl\y l" Overcome by horl'or, I closed my eyes to shut out tlio 
tlrcndful scone, and found that I could not opon them; my breath 
soemed leaving my body-the Rwfnl temembmnce of that moment will 
nover Jenve my mind till donth. Tho wine I drank wns mixed· with 
aomo fearful drug, which, though it· did not render mo inscnsiblll~ 
benumbed my whole body beyond the power of action. I could hear 
all .tlmt passed, but (lould not mo,~e or open my eyes: Taking mo in 
liis arms he laid me 1·udely in tho coffin, saying with a low laugh: 

" You are dead enough now, and a fow drops of that wino pourC'd 
in your mouth now nna then, will keep y.:,u so." How long I re­
mained in this awful situation I do not know. Many days, over rough 
ronds, I was conscious of being borno along. Real death can be nothing 
to tho anguish I suffered, both mentally and bodily, in my narrow 
prison. Oh I bow I loP.ged for death to release my soul from this 
dreadful nightmare. 

At length tl10 coffin was taken out of the CRrt and carried by men-. 
1 could uot gness whither; I could hear them talk, and sometimea 
distinguish. Paul Scarl's voice. Oh! how I hated the sound of that 
voice ; and then the tl1ought of a fearful revenge arose in my heart ; 
yes, I resolved that he should die, if it was ever in my power. After 
a )ong time I was taken out from the coffin, and laid on what seomed 
to h(? a bed, and something poured in my mouth. I opened my eyes, 
and found myself in a small room formed of rocks, surrounded by men 
with fierce-looking countenances; two women wero bathing my faC(! 

1rntl hand,e, and Paul Searl stood near, laughing and talking in higl, 
1 

,pirits with a person of such frightful appearance, _that ns I looked on 
his fa~e, I involuntarily ahuddered I and the oold chills crept over ml' 
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fte811; he was a short thick-set man not more than thirty years of age. 
Hie full rod face was emTonnded by long dark hair, which part.ing on 
hi~ fo1chcad, d'tBcended to his shoulders-a long, hooked nose, and a 
broad forehead, beneath which burned two of tho largest and blaclces& 
oyes I e\'er aaw; he turned them toward me, and tho light that flashed 
from them was truly demoniac! I turned my hea_d a,vay in horror, 
and tried to arise; I was very weak, but assisted by tho women I sat 
up in the bed. It wa,:, a small a1>nrtment· formed by nature in tho 
rocks; tho floor of stone had been lovolled 1111c.l a rich carpet put down, 
cushioned scnts wero around tho room, and on one side a long row or 
bright kni vcs, daggers and dirks were stuck in a narrow frame attached 
to tho wall ; many rifles wore stan<liftt in corners, and each man had 
a bracQ of pii,tols in his belt. 

"And h<,w <lo you like your new home 1" said Paul Searl advancing 
to tho be<lsido. I did not reply. h Cl)me I" he said," yon must get up," 
and lifting me in his arms, bore mo through this room into another, 
kugcr apartment ond seated mo·in an arm-chair before a Lluzing fire. 

" Where am Ir: I· nsked. " With your friends in McKean 
Oounty," ho replied with a laugh that scorned to shako tho roof of 
atone I 

"Rolcnso me !" I said, "from this horrid placo and I will bless you 
torever." 

Taking a scat clo:so by my side he· whispered, "You scorned mo 
once; I have yon now in my power; from this place you will never go; 
in lifo or in death -you are now mine ; I have risked all, even my hopo 
of heaven for you, and shall I resign you now that I have you safe 1 No, 
your fate is scaled. But, Adelaide, I hope yon will learn to love mo 
yet. It will be far bettor for you than to live with one yon hate," and 
he fixed his dark, penetrating eyes on my countenance, as if to read n1y 
inmost thoughts. I turned away with a lonk of scorn and replied: 

"Impossible! I lovo ono man, my husband, and cannot lovo 
another-much less you, who ha.Ye treated m~ with such insult and 
abuse." . 

" It was lovo for you, strong undying love, that hRS caused me to 
do as l l1avo; yon may forgive me o_r not, mourn away if yon will, 
nnd make yourself mi~erab1e, but remember my bright bird, you aN 
,~o,v fMt in my cage," and he left the room singing happily. J.IJ 
heart died within me at his words, '' from this place you will ncvei 
go !" But still the angel Hope would not forsake me. The day passec 
~lowly by; night came, and with it came seven or eight more men 
They seemed to regard me rather auspiciously. But the man l dee-
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c1ibed when l first opened my eyes in the cave, and whom I now fonn J 
to be· tho king or chief of tho roJ>bers, sajd something in a low voice 
which immediately quieted their apprehensionB; but the fow words 
that I caught were nnythu1g but consoling to ine--" Some fancy of the 
priest's-not be here long," and he drew his finger &!'ross his neck with 
" significant gcst,!ro I 

A small furnace wns now produced, nnd somo curious looking ii► 

struments, from some dark corner, and soon the jingle of money told 
me that I was among a band of countorfoitors; tl1is wns nt length 
1·omoved, nnd supper announced. Paul Searl came and led mo thl'ough 
a long rocky gallery into anoth_or apartment where tho robbers, hav­
ing preceded us, were seated at I\ large table eating. Lending mo to 
another table, where the women sat, he wont ancl snt do,,,.n with the 
men, but in such a position ns to watch my every movement. Did ho 
fear I would attempt suicide 1 If so he was mistaken, for I still hnd 
hopes of Hfo and liberty-though they were fnint and distant. I could 
not cat, though tho food was rich and good ; nftor what I had gone 
through this will not cnnse surprise. After s,ippor, cards nnd liquors 
of various kinds were brought on, and drinking, gambling nnd quar­
reling began, nnd before midnight many were nsleop. I myself wns 
drowsy, and soon tell 1nto a sound sleep. As day dawned I awoko; 
tho light..~ had gone out, and all was darkness except an occasional ray 
of light that stole through some crevice in the roc}l:~. All wns silent 
save the br.eathing of tho men, ne ·!'tretchcd on tho lmrd floor they 
elopt soundly; something gleaming· on the !loor caugl1t my attention, 
it was a small dagger! I seized it ,~nd hiding it in my dress a·rose 
from my seat, and feeling my way, soon fuuncl the pnssago to tho other 
part of the cave, whence I hoped to esrapo. After a long search 
around t_ho room, I at length found anfJther pnssnge thnt seemed to 
terminate in tho light of day ; along t1Jia I lmrried, but found to my 
despair, that it was only another pnrt of the cave; seated on either 
aide of the table, I behold Panl Searl and tho cliicf of the band. They 
were in a high dispute, and as I turned to flee I heard my name pro­
nounced I Just then Panl Rrose, and throwing his chair to tho other 
aido of the room, came toward the p~nge. I retreated with epeed, 
bot hearing my footsteps, h_e quickened his pace. On, on I fled ; l1ia 
band was on my ehonlder-my hand was on the hilt of my dagger f 

" I knew your footstep, lovo," he said, " why do yon flee from mo I" 
and he seated himself on a low conch and held me to hie heart. "My 
dearest Adelaide," he eaid,-" yes mine-mine in life or death-mine 
forever," and his warm breath wu on my ch~k; They were the lnsi 
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worJe ho ever uttered, for even as he spoke the blade· of my dngger 
entered his heart!· Tbe last word.was followed by a groan-"-he fell 
from the couch to the floor; bearing me with him still locked in hia 
arms-just RS the chief entered the room with a light, on bis way to 
uwi,ken the sleepers. Ho gave a shrill whistle which rang through 
tho cavern, sending back echoes from. all sides, and I was quickly 
surrounded by halt' awakened ,-obbera, 1umcd in haste with whatever 
.came to hand. 

"Take her to tho cell," said tho chief, '( to-night wo will dispose of 
her," and his large eyes flashed with excitement. · They obeyed and I 
was let down by ropes into a deep, dnrk ·placc, many feet deep, nnd so 
durk. Seated on the damp, cold earth alone, the scenes of my life 
passing before my mind, I spent many bitter hours ; and '\Villinm, 
where is he¥ Oh I if ho knew my peril, he would savo me, if it was 
In human power. 'ro-u: ght I thought I must die. I bid adieu to all 
of life and freedom, and silently committing-my sonl to my Maker I 
awa;tcd my fate with as much composure as 11o~sible. Night came 
nnd I was drawn up nnd taken to thQ largest apartment, where tho 
chief sat upon a raised scat dressed in snvngo splendor. A row of 
rol1bors stood on eech side; near him sat the two ·women, before him . . . 
in a rude coffin lay the corpse of Paul Searl. They le<l me f1..1rward to 
the foot of the coffin and I stood alone, beneath the flashing eyes of the 
robber-chief; nnd now I snw thnt each man held his rifle by his side. 

"You killed this i,inn,'~ said tho chief:·-" he wns a member of om 
onnd; you must 1>rcparc to diet Kneel." I did not move, but fixed 
my eyes on tho face of tho chief; fcnr mid· horror had well-nigh 
deprived me of reason; I scarcely heard the n•:.1Ct order,'' 11r~ent rifles,'· 
but I plainly saw thnt each man's rifle wns raised to his face. Still ] 
1id not quail, but stood nnxionsly awniting tho·word 'iirc,' which, l 
know would end my misery, when a deep voi~e said: ",vill you 
join this band, or die¥'' I wns still silent-overcome by contending 
emotious. I conld not reply, muoh RS I wished to be free; I fcnrcd 
to die. Agnin the voiee, and this time in tunes which shook the 
roeky vaults: •' Will yon join tho band of for-famed Burdick I' 
,vhcn r<'nscrl from my stnpor, I bowed my \Eisont. ~ Tho guns wer 
lowered, nnd music rang through the rocky arches , a ring was formc<l 
Rround me; music and dancing continued forsomo minutes.· 'l'hcn the 
r.hiof snid in the same deep tone, " Como forwnrd and take the oath P' 
I ()hoycd, and kncoling by the corpse of th'3 wretch I had slain, repeat­
ed nfter tho chief a fe,ufnl oath, to be trne to the order and evory mem• 
ber on pain of death. My lips pronounced the words, but not my heart.. 
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"And now," he said, "you will remain thirty days in this cave, 
after which you are free to go anp come at your pleasure." The night 
was spent in carousal. In tl1e morning, a watch being left at the 
eave, the men dispersed in various directions. 

I soon became quite familiar with the two women, Md they told me 
thoir histories. The eldest had been in tho bsnd, with her husband, 
ever since its was o,ganizcd. · Tho youngest, Marietta, was a foil' young 
creature scarcely twenty years of age-but hers wns a sad history-I 
will give you a sketch of it. She was betrothed ton young gentleman 
of wealthy pretensions, living near Brookville. For reasons which will 
become apparent, I shall withhold his name, nnd cnll him Davis: it 
was here Marietta's father resided. Ily some misfortune Davis lost 
his property, and soon after left the vicinity, occasionally returning to 
see Marietta. One day he came foiling her he had prepared a homo; 
and claiming his bride, they were married nnd he brought her hero. 
Poor Marietta, she was well-nigh broken-hearted when she arrived and 
found what a fearful gloomy fato was hers; still, so strange a thing 
is the lmman heart, she loved her young husband though he had SI) 

cruelly deceived her; and it was this love that kept her from despair 
through scones of violence and blood, for many months. And so timr 
passed on with Marietta, in grief and sorrow_ with her husband-t'n 
drinking and robbery-and now, whon in liquor, he would brutallJ 
a.bus1;1 his gentle and too-confiding wife, whoso love for him was fas' 
giving wny to fear and hatred. But now Mari~tta was a mother ; , 
sweet little boy was now her only caro and hope : if she could only 
ascape with her child. 

Ere long the news she had long expected came. Davis waa taken 
for horse-stealing, tried and sent to the penitentiary for fl ve years. 
She could not grieve for this, for she had brought it on herself know­
ingly, but she did grieve for her blighted hopes and.for her worso 
than fatherleasa child. 

The police, once on the track of the. robbers, seemed determined to 
ferret them out. The woods are full of strangers was the report ovory 
night, of the spies. The chief sent out with the utmost caution dur­
ing the day. Ono day several strange men wore seen in the vicinity 
of the cave. Orders were given for nqne to leave tho cave, or to 
speak aloud. It chanced that Marietta's child was sick : in vain tho 
young mother tried to silence its cries. The chief and several w.eu 
were keeping watch through a crevice in the rocks of the forest belo" 
thRt they might not be surprised. Suddenly one said, " There is a 
man I eeo, he stops to listen l" 



OJ.I' AoKLAIDB LANK. 

" Marietta, you must still tlw child's ncise," said the chief. 
" I would, but cannot," she replied. 

l'l 

" Then I can,'' said ho. Quick as lightning be sprang forward, 
drnwing his dagger, and plunged it in tho breast of the babe as it Jay 
mourning in its mv~l!er's arms. One wail ;)i. ~iony and all was still. 
Marietta lay senselec.s on tho rocky floor, with tho dead babe locked 
in her arms ; when she recovered it had been removed ; she never 
saw her child ngain. "It wns a long time before I recovered from 
this snd blow," she snid in conclusion; "sometimes I think I shall go 
mad, when tho frightful scene recurs to my lhemory. But the chief 
says I must try to be happy and forget what is past, and I will," 
nnd she laughed-her voice was low and hollow,- it sounded like tho 
laugh of a maniac. I-low like a fiend seemed tho chief to me after I 
heard this tale; his black eyes seemed to flash more spitefully thau 
before. He told mo to cnll him Devil Burdick, and I thought him 
rightly named. I could not help trembling every tiu1c I met him. 
And so tho time woro on a month in gaming, counterfeiting and fight­
ing, and now poor Marietta was missing; tho chief said she had es­
caped-more likely he had murdered her I thought. One day tho 
chief brought homo a pair of very small bright pistols; ho gave 
them to me, and learned me to load· them ; then springing bnck a few 
paces told mo to fire. "At what i'' I asked. " At my head," he re• 
plied. Taking as good aim as I could, I pulled the tr.igger-ho stoop­
ed quickly, but not quite for enough-the bnll grazed his h«;3nd, caus­
ing a crimson stream to fall down his long hair, which was soon wot 
with blood. . 

" You are quite a markswoman," he said, " but you shall not shoot 
ngain at me." I shuddered, for though this was spoken with a smile, 
vengeance seem pictured on hio countenance. I had now learned tho 
entrnnces to the cave, and sought for an opportunity to escape; bnt I 
think tho chrcf suspected my designs, for I wns watched more closely 
than over. I could not go for from the ca,·c withoi1t encountering, as 
if by chance, somo one of the band, who was always ready to escort me 
Lack, fearing I might ge·t Jost; and this was tho liberty I enjoyed as 
a member of the band. 1t was a lovely morning in August that I 
left tho cavern alone for a stroll, hoping I might not be missed and 
followed as usua1. I took a different course, this time, over tho 
hill, and wandered on for sonic distance. There had b.een rain tho 
night before, and the drops which hung upon the trees and bushes 
sparkled like diamonds in the rays of the rising sun, and the air wne 
filled with swP.et odors. At length I descend'ed a hill into a beautiful 
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little valley, through which ran a sm1ll clear stream. Near the bank 
of the stream I observed two small mounds, lying side by side-they 
were graves-at the head of one was a rudely-formed gravestone, on 
which was inscribed, in large letters, the Indian nnme "Tnlnngn/' 
but what l thought rather mysterious, was, thnt at tho head of the 
:>ther n white rosebush flourished ! It wns foll of blossoms and the 
perfume was delightful. As I stood gazing on this scene tlrn thought 
occurred to me, "'l'hcy must be tho grav~s of dcccnscd rohbcrs. But 
a white rose is a str,mgo emblem to wave over n murderer's grave," l 
said, thinking nlouu 

"Rnthcr strange," snld a low, deep voice, and tho demon Rmdick 
stood by my side. "'l'ho being thnt was lnirl here to slct\p was no 
murderer. llnt sit down nnd l will tell 1011 of those who lio in thc!-O 
lonely graves, and you will say it is n fittmg emhlom." I obeyed, and 
as ho stood near me with his eye~ resting on tho monn<lR, ho began: 
"You nrni think it a strange thing for a wretch liko me to bo snrl, 
but when I gaze on that·gravo, I feel ns though I would giYe nll, even 
lifo itsolt~ to be as innocent ns sho that WM Jnid l1ere. It wns my 
mother. My fothor was nn lndinn I Nay, do not start nnd tremble, 
he was not worse than myself, nnd liis body hns turned to dust in 
that other grave. ,vhcn tho Indians wero driven from their fothe1·­
l11nd, ho stayed behind. Many years he lived nmong these hills and 
tocks alone; at length, during a visit to a settlement, ho saw a bean~ 
tiful white girl. If yonr datk hair was b·.·own, y~u would be tlio 
very image of that mother, that I J'cmember so v1v1dly, though sho 
has been long dead. Ho loved tliis girl and tried a lc,11g t.ime to get 
possession of hc1·, nnd at length succeeded and brought her to his 
borne in tho forest, she mourned and pined fo1· homo an<! 1ib,~r,y, until 
I was bofn; then her spirit was qmte broken, and f.i10 wi~hed only 
for death-but death comf;S slowly to the bl'okn,i-hearted ; or p<•r­
haps the God slic used to tell me about had some wise purpose to fulfill 
by her means. 

My father was a man of blood-many were tho bloody scnJ.fR tlmt 
adorned his cavern walls; they lio in tho grave with him. Nothing 
vexed him so much as it did for my mother to try to learn me nuont 
heaven, and to do 1·ight. I loved her, but still thought, with my 
father, that she was in the wrong about this. If sho wna 1·ight, oud I 
sometimes fear 1,ho was, fcnrfi1l will my reckoning be, t'or lllllllY lwnl'lY 
have I caused to bleed-many souls luivo I sent unprepared to eter­
nity. Gold, ·gold, was tho idol of my fothor,.aud it lms ucen mine. 
In vuin my gentle mother pleaded with me. It wns grief that 
caused her doath; she died when I was twelve years ol1l. It is use­
less tQ tell what scones I have passed through since ; it is enough to 
know that I am a devil; but my love for my gentle mother remr.ins. 
Sometimes, when I think of her, I am tempted to forsake tbis modo 
of life. It was in such a mood as this that I set that rosebush whcro 
it now stands." · 

It was truly fearful to watch the changing expression upon bis fnce 
during his story; sometimes frightfully aavago, somotune~ 1nelanchn!T 
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and now he stood gazing silently on tho two graves, w11ou tl10 report 
of a rifle <'ansed ns both to stnrt. 

"Come," said ·he, ,, yon must return to t11e cave, and sco thnt yon 
'10 110 stray so fai• ngnin; and ,,•hnt I have told you, as you arc n mom­
ocr. 11111st never pnss your lips ngai11." 

,ve 8tnrtcd for the cave: by this timo tho snn wns high in tho 
hcnvcns, n11<l though om· way led ·.1s nnder thick hemlocks, wlioae 
hr1mclics shut nnt much of the sun, still the heat was nlmost insnp 
portahle. As we crossed a clen1· stream I stopped to drink, where 
tJ10 water foll frotn a high lcrlgc of rocks. " I shou 1d like to ]mo'.\' I ho 
occasion of that shot," said tlte ehicf. ,Just tli<'u I saw the shape of a 
lurgc panther, crouched be1wat h some hushes close by; lte wn~ jus~ 
going to ~pring; a de<'p wournl in his hcivl sl1owed the effect of tlH: 
shot we hnd hcarcl. "Sec there!'' I oded, just ns he spmng np,rn m<•. 
In n11 inst1rnt his hH1g claw:-:1 wcr~ fo-.tcned in my shoulderr; and his 
teeth lnmcd in my arm! Through pnin nnd fear I sank fo,i11ti11g to 
t.he gromH.l. • 
• ,v11011 I rccovcrccl I Jay on m.v hetl in the den. It ,vns a long t.ime 

boforc I could walk or srnnd, nml I often wished I had been alone, tlu1t 
the creature might ha,·e killed 1110 nnd relcnscd me from my pri!5on; 
as it wns, I owecl mv lit'o to tho wretched ]fordick. \Vhcn I· had 
gain1J<l st1•cngth enn11gh to gn ont of tho cave nnd saw the yellow 
leaves of nutnmn Rtrcwin~ the ~round, my heart sank within me: for 
I thought I could 11.ot. sitr\·ivc n. 1,·rng \\·inter, in such a pliwc, with ,nch 
oompnnions-; hut this trit(t I Wll:i to ·be spnrcd, -though moro · stwo,·o 
ones- nwnitcd me. · · · 
• Ono night I iaj• in~ remotcpiut oftl1e cnvc trying to slc('p, hnt i11 \·nin. 

Thoughts of my home, my, father, h11sb:md, nnd the inany fl'iends I had 
known in hnppicr ~lays, filled my urn.in, mingled now nud then with 
l1uigh or song, from nnother npnrtment, whei;o fifteen or twenty ot' 
the-bn,d wcro busily cngnged H1 the coinmon employment of making 
com1;,erftJit silver coins. 1.'ho full moon shono through the chinks of 
tlrn·rncks, lighting np tho room sntllciently to distinguish tho rc,bhcrR' 
ga1•mcnts nncl dcndly wcnpons, h1111g in various parts of •1•13 npnrtmont; 
1evcrnl p,jrtrnits nlrn hung ngninst tho wall, nnd somr· -. they seemed 
liko so mnny ,, ... etches gazing npon mo from holos in wnll, Wl\tch­
mg until I shonhl t.lecp. I tried to banish s1ich thonghts and com­
pose my henrt in prayer to God, t<' ~t\\'c me from despair. 
: "Aud nmi:;t I live nnd dio herei" snid ~ in Di low voice, in fact 

thinking nloud. "Is thcro no ,rny of escnpo i". A low rustl~ ncnr the 
foot of tho bed eRnscd mo to stni-t nnd seize my ~istols I Silontly mhl 
long I snt nnd Jistcned. W ns it imnginntion, or djd some ovil-mincloJ 
wretch lurk 11ea1· m? 1 Finally .n low ~oft voice· snid: 

",v onld yon be trco from tins hon1hlc pin.co¥" · 
"I would do nlmost anything to bo nt liberty/' I answered. 
" Yon shnll be free,'' said the voice, in tho snmo low tones, nnd tho, 

fr,)m tho rocky floor a form nrosc-a fc111ale form-dl'essed in n whit 
l!armcnt Jiko a slll'ond I It-slowly npproacl1cd me; I don't know wh. 
it was, but it seemed to ipe that this wWJ a spirit,·and the spirit of 1111 
mot.hart · 

I 
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· " Dlesscd shade," I said, " tc11 mo in what wr.y shall I be freed. 
living or by denth y,, 

"You shall go hence to your 1J4 me and frien<lB! only obey me." 
"I will!" I replied. The shadow leaned forw .. rJ and listened in 

tontly ; footstep& were heard approaching; rahul•I' its finger to itt 
pale lips tho shado departed aa silently as it nad comP. A mnn 
cntored tho room with a .li~ht. 

"~Ura. Adelaide, the cluef requests your presence." I arose anc) 
followed him into tho apartment whcro tho robbers sat in conncil. 
Tuki11g my accustomed sent near tho chief, I cast my eyes around nn, 1 
r,nw thn.t there l1ad been a now arrival-a prisoner had been brou~hl 
to the cave-before the chief knelt n. tall, grnccfnl young man, with 
light-brown hair; his hands, which were bonnd with a strong cord, 
were raised to his face, and though I could not sco his features 1 
thought the form was familiar to me. 

"As yon are a rn~mber," said ti1e chic,~ "yon l1ave a voico in cha 
clisposing of this prisoner. Our law is; no prisoner shall leave tho 
cavo nli ve; they must join tho band, _or die. He will not join us: 
the Yotcs for a res~ite and those for immediate dc1'th are now cqnal ; 
what do you say i' 

"Let him live,"' I replied; many curses were heard frvm all side&; 
nt my decision, but a motion from tho chief silenced every voice. 

"Then hear your sentence; you will remain in the cell ten days; 
then, if yon will not join us, you must die ; from this there is no 
appeal ; conduct bim to the cell." As he arose from his knees I saw 
tl1at it was Frederick Landau, my stepmother's eon. · 

"Frederick, can it be!" I exclaimed ; ho turned his head but did 
not recognize me, and passed on. 

" Is thut young man a relative of yours i" 
"Only a friend of my father's," I replied, for I thought, it I did no\ 

excite suspicion, SOII\O way might be found to save hie life. The 
cheering words of the spirit, " you shall be free," were over in my 
mind. The days passed on, and as they roll awny, I will describe 0111 
situation, that the reader may have an idea of tho difficulty of escape. 

The cave is iCituated in the side of the rocky hill that rises from the 
.East Toby creek, in McKean County, about fifteen miles from John-
11ouburgh, on the left-hand side as you ascen.d tho stream. To the cave, 
from tho exterior, there is no visible entrance, but by parting a thick 
olump of laurels a small opening is visible, just large enough to admit 
a man. · Just within this entrance is a nichei where a sentinel wu 
posted, relieved. once in three hours. All w 10 entered or left the 
cave by night were challenged. I had no steady employment abonl 
tl1e cave, as the work was done by three colored boys who had been 
taken prisoners and compelled to serve for their live!\. Two of them 
seemed to like their situation, but their mischievous disr.ositions were 
ever an annoyance to the more sober-inclined robbers. To parade the 
apartments, ,umcd with all the weapons they could get bold of, and 
fight mimic battles, was their delight ; and many a eevere wound did 
tla~ giv.e each .Qthe:r. • . 

They had been still for eevcral days, u ono of them had receiYed • 
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IErvcre flogging for somo misllemeanor. The chief thought he had 
f'ound, at last, a way to subdue their roguish spirit. I thought their 
rcvengfnl gestures and whispers would bring some event, but said 
nothing. One day we were gathered together in one of the rooms 
around one of the boys who had fallen down in a fit; his spasms wcro 
truly awful, bnt we soon found they were assumed, for at a signal from 
his companion, who stood grinning with delight· in tho doorway of the 
room, ho sprang up and darted away, just Ma tremendous crash shook 
tho cavern; fragments of rocks and limbs of men fell on all sides of 
me, but I fortunately escaped unluut. Burdick la,r groaning with n 
broken arm near me. Two or three men spranO' niter the boys, who 
had hid in another room, and soon a wild yell t~d that they had paid 
for their trick witb theit· lives. They were seen no more. A hole 
beneath tho floor had been filled with powder, mid a slow match 
applied, r..nd then tho little wretches enticed iis directly over it with 
tho means and consequences I ha,·e described. The robber chief lay 
tossing with paiu upon his bed ; to beguile tho long, weary hours he 
requested me to read to him. Tho book ho selected was a very 
interesting novel, entitled "Rosa Dane." I read the words mecham­
cally, witliout understanding a word of it; for down in the cell, not far. 
oft~ lay a fellow-being awaiting his foto. A gronn now and then, or a 
prayer, showe4 that his pr-0nd, honest heart was striving with his 
hard dcstinv-hnrd whether lit'e or death awaited him. At length he 
said: "Nol they may take my life, but I will keep my liands fl.'ce 
from guilt-I will never join a band of mnrderers.n I paused in my 
rending, and saw that tho chief slept ; his arm hnd been caretulll' 
er,l~ntercd up hy ono of the band, and t.he pain was leaving it. I 
silently arose, and approaching the pit kneclcd by its edge and looked 
down. Though it was mid-day and the light penetrated the cave in 
many directions, yet not n ray H~hted np this _place, where tho poor 
young man lay bound awaiting lus d~ath. ln a low voice I pronounced 
his name. " Who nro yon, that knows my name i" he asked. " It is 
Adelaide Lane, your stopfo.tl1er'a child, a prisoner as hopeless ae your­
self,,, and I explained to him tho incidents relating to my introduction 
t.o tho cave. "Then you don't know that your father and my mother 
arc both dead ?-but what of thnt," ho continued, "wa shall soon join 
tl1om in another world-a peaceful abode, where tho murderers cannot 
come." Ho paused and I could not roply, overcome by powerful 
emotions, as I was. Ai length he asked : " Is there no way of escape I'' 
"As yet I hnvo found nouo," I roplied. A shght movement of the 
chief cnuscd mo to start, and resume my scat by the bedside. Ile 
stretched out his well hand, nnd grasped mine. 

"Adelaide, I ba\'e lmd such n sweet sleep, and such a ewoct 
dream." Though I loathed his toucli, I nllowcd him to 1·otain my 
han~~ which I feared to withdraw from his, and ventured to ask: 

'' what did you dream I" 
"It was a strange dream,/~m will thi~k,.and I mt~st tell you first,. 

tho feelings which produc~ 1t. Yon will 1>9 snrprrn-0d, wl1en I tell 
yon t.hat I Jove you--love ~h~ very echo of you~ ,w~t voic~z though 
i\ ,is too· seldom that 1 hear· 1t. You _ooarcc.-ly suspected that the heart 
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of t.hQ wrctc11, the murderer Burdick, was incYitably yours; tl1at 
'while I could calm~y plunge my kntfo in tho bosom of ono human hoin1 
a warm, Jr.sting affection burned in my heart for :mother, and that 
other you; yet so it. is. it was after the encounter with tho pnnthm· 
as your beautiful honcl lay on- my breast, ntid wo were m_1denvoring to 
recall you to life, your dark hnir lying in waves nround your s11owi 
neck nnd bosom. It was tl1cn tho thought nroso-would to hcanm [ 
might hold yon there 'forever-that this might ho tho rl'st.i11g-placo or 
thnt l0vccl head," and ho laid his hnnd,-still rotni11h1g mi11<', npou hit1 
brcnst. I shrm

0

1k back ond turned nsido my faco to avoid hit; Jnrg~, 
fln,sl,iing eyes, which rested on mo with a glnnco which fri>,{htc11iitl 1,1w; 
"'l'ls even ns I fl'nrcd,'' ho resumed," yon hnte mo; but oh I Adclin<h,, 
did you know how csscntinl to my Jifo nnd hnppi11u~:i your lo\'O 
hns hcl.!omc,' you would pity me, if you could not lore me." 

My footings cnn bo onsie1• imngincd thnn dcscribctl, nt. thiR sll'ldcn 
and nncxpoctod burst ofpnssion from this 11a11nlly i;tul'll n11d liard-lieal'lml 
mnn-tJ11s \\'l'otch in human form-w1iom I both hntcd nllll i<mrc<l ns 
one might fonr nnd hnc:• n scorJ>ion or nn nddcr. "I cnn 1wvci· rc·cip• 
rornto your lo,·c," I snid cnlm y, "yon know, pcrhups, that I ha\·o a 
lmsbnnd, tliou15h I may no\·or aoo him ngnin; still, while lifo remains 
I will 1>1·0,·o fn1tht'ul to. him." 

"A<lclnido," ho cried, nnd 110 pressed my hund still closer to his 
01·ncl hcnrt, "bowm·o how you blnst nll of my dcnrcst hopes fornvcr; 
nnsny thoso ,,·orda; give mo sorno hope, however fai11t, u11d nll my 
t'uturo Jifo shnJI bo spent fn promoting- your hnppiucss." · 

"lruJ)ossiLlo," I answered, cu1.d trio<.1, but in vnm, to relcneo my )mud 
from l11s powerful gmsp. · · 

" I Im vc gold-rnuuy millions of doltnrs--nml do yon spurn Loth my 
·lo,·o nnd wealth?" said ho. 

"Ae for yom· Jove, I c:nn nc~or return it, nml yonr gold, is it not 
the pl'ico of bloo<l I of pnin nnd dent h f" 

"I hnvo much for which I 110,•or hnrmcd nny mnn--it wr.s tho gift 
4'( my dying ththo1·-still it mny ho the pl'iro of h! 1l0d, lfot you ure 
ono of our 11\1mhcr, yon hnvo tnkon humnn life, nnd do you shrink from 
tho m,u·um·or'e gnins i" .. 

"'l'ruo'l hnvo killed n man," I snid with n slmcl<lcr, "bur by despair 
l was driven to Jt, to prosorvo my innocoucc, which is <lcaror to mo 
than lifo." · 
. "P~n·crso womnn," enid 110, letting go lri,y lumd; nnd drnwirig A 

pistol m mfo, ho ]o\•olk~rl it nt 111,Y hond, hut 1t 1m11k upon tho b~.Hl by 
his side. ' l1'01•r,ivo mo, Adclniclo, but this mad passion hns tnrncd 
my brnin. Go, ' ho snid, " try to school yonr henrt to lovo me, for 
from rny hcnrt yon cnn never go. I ~hull expect n mnro fiwomblo 
answer to-morrow..:..:..nntil then forcwoll f I slrnll drcnm the while of 
yon nnd love, soo that you do not ll1i11k of mo with 1intrcd." I sought 
my pillow curly thnt night nnd tho11, few tho fi1'rit time, tcnrs cnme to 
1·oliovo my bursting ,10nrt. Fnr, for from frionds, a prisoner. in n dm·k 
gloomy cave, surrounded 1,y frightful mnrdorers nnd drcndtul sconefl, 
and now. RB though t!10 cup o.f miscty wns not full, had 110 olt~mntive 
out to become tlio wife or m1etre11 of the nrch fiend whoso wall kepi 
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thie feni·fnl hand together. I wilJ sooner welcome donth, I thought. 
and with an effort to. calm my feelings I at. length &lcpt. 

,vhilc 1 slept I thou~ht m.r f'nthor .stood by my bcdi;idc, in the dark 
gloomy cnvcrn, nr1d smd: "F'ca1· uot, yon shnll soon be fret.", A 
soft J1n11d, lnid on my shoulder, awnkcd me; a low voice thnt l 
remembered hcnriug bcfo1·e, snid: "Adelaide, do you not know 
lforicttn f'' I rniscd my liea<l and saw tJ1e wbite form I had seen 
bcforn. It wns Mal'icttn t 

'' Listen to me," she said. "From my pince of concealment I can 
hcnl' ntl tl11\t trnnspfrcs in tho cnve, and my plan ot' freedom is this. 
I 11l'nrd tho chief declare his und~•inf? Jove for \'on, and to•mo,·row 
you mnst couseut to become hiR w1fo.' 

cc Never!" I exclaimed.· 
"Listen," she said, '' and do not interrupt me ngnin, you must set 

some <listtrnt da,r. for tho wedding. You will haYo gJ"entcr Jibel'ty as 
the cxpcctctl wife of Prince llur<lick. Then I lmvo n viul of J1oison, 
wJ1ich yon can cnsily ,ningJo with their food, nnd then wo wi l soon 
bo free. Do yon understand¥" 

"I think I do, hut will not this bt, d1·ondfnl I" 
"Is it uot drcn<lt'nl to remain hero in bomJnge to those wretches I 

Ask tho ~oor prisoner in the cell-to-day is the oigbth-the tenth be 
must die. ' 

"Ile must not die," I said. "Mal'ictta, I will do as you bid 
me." 

"Farewell until to-night," sho said, nnd silently di,mppcnrcd. Tho 
elow moving of a stone, in tho wall, when sho wus gone was all the 
oviclcnco that a living boiuff hnd left tho room. Summoning nll the 
fortitude I wns mistl'css ot to m,r nid, I cnl111ly wnitm1 tho dawn of 
day, r·csoh-cd to uso every mct\ns, howo,·cr disagi·cllhlo or deceptive; 
to forward tho grcnt plan of cscupe. Still my lll•nrt would nlmost 
fail mo wl1on I thought of taking tho liv<'s of so many wretches. 
Somo months hefoJ'c, l would sooner· hn\'C died mysolf, hut by dcs­
AP,0:h· my hcnl't ltnd become hnrd<'lncd, nnd I <lct<:l'minc<l that if pos-
11blo all should diu. 

Oh, what a Jong, long uight it wns, ns I sat, 01· reclined on my hard 
Led; sm·cly timo 11m'cr pn8scd_ s~l slow, At length clny d1\\,:ncd; 
with dnyliµ:)1t tho chief' ctuno into tho npnrtmo11t~ his 01'<)kc11 nrm was 
slung in n ltmulkc1·chicfi ti.tstcne:d ntouud his llQck, nnd tho kuifc-ltilt., 
which projoctc<l from 11i~ hclt, wns deeply staiucd with blood J l 
coutd 'hnrdly rcstmiti nu c{clnmntion of horrol' 1 but making nn effort 
to smile, I told him I hn<l rcsoh'cd to bccomo his wifo, on condition 
tlmt ho would disperse his 'bnn<l of lnwlcss men, and, in somo other 
place, lh-e nn honest and pcm::cnlJJc· life. . 

"It shRll bo as von sny, love,'' ho replied, "btit not now; thoro nro 
Atlmo plni1s thnt tnnst bo CnJ'l'icd OU t N cw Y car's Day ; thcu we wilJ 
loo,·" this den nud ho lnwfnlly mnrricd. Until then yon shnll ho mis• 
treas of my J1cnrt · nnd tJiis cave, j>rovidccf you don\ intm·tore with 
our business,» and he plnccd a vahmblc gold ring 11110n my finger. 

'' .And will yon not grant mo Qno fnvor t" I n8kcd. 
" A nytllinjl that is in my power," }10 rcpli<'d; "wl1at is It,,. 
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"That you will fr~e tho prisoner that dies to-morrow !" As I spoke 
a dark cloud gathered on his face. 

" Adelaide, it cannot be, you well know this to be against our laws, 
and if I do contrary to my own laws, my control over these lawleea 
men will ceRSc." 

"And I must stand by and sco nn innocent man murdered, and not 
dare to sho\v my resentment of tho vile deed I'' I said. 

· "Adolaido, you are unreasonable, mncl1 ns I Jovo you I cannot now 
do as you wish. And yot you may try, you 1night got him away 
by cnution, and n propor disguise; it' yon cnn I will not prevent you. 
lf yon fail do not blame mo, and we must haye a new sni;>ply of pro­
visions and liquors for tho foaet to morl'ow, for when a prisoner is dis­
posed of we always have a revel. I will lcl\vo tho cave and send 
away as many as possible of the men, this is all I cnn do to foyor 
1our plans." 

"'And in wlint direction lies his safety i" 
"Towards tho south ·i ancl now dear Adn,'' snid 1,o, "nm I not ~en• 

erous ne possible. W fen my drcnm is fulfilled nn<l 1 find myselt in 
a snug little homo tmrronuded by plontx nnd my own deiw Allclnide, 
tho presiding ~cniue there, then you w1lf credit mo with lending yon 
my aid in this atfnir.u · And with eyes sparkling with 1>lonsurc tho 
murderer imprinted a loathsome kiss upon my briw nnd loft tho 
room. 

After assuring myself tl1at tho robbers hncl loft tho cave, I wont. to 
tho coll and toltl my plan to }'redcrick; I also told its dangers; he 
replied: 

"Only hol~ me out of here, tlrnt is nll I ask, you slmll not remain 
hero long." I then got a strong rope from a box in tho nppartmcnt 
ind let down first a knife, with winch ho managed to sovor his bonds, 
thon n. suit of clothes, suiting his sizo, and then fn..1:1tening one end of a 
rope firmly round a t>ioce of crnl{gy rock, lowered tho other into the 
cell, and lie soon stood by my side, to all nppcnrance a tRll robber, 
tho disguise heiug complote. AB I showed liim tho wny about tho 
rooms, he whispered '; It cannot be more tJum ten miles to a villnge. 
Before I am missed, I hopo to return with aid and set 1ou f1·00.'~ 
"(¾od grant _yon may." I lookod on ltie face ~ wo pussod whore n 
ray of dayhght fell on onr advancing forms; his features were 
deathly palo. 

"Fai"ewell, I hope not for ever/' he whispered, M wo parted, near, 
the entrance, and I soon saw him past ,t11e sentinel ; ft vo or. six 
savage-looking ruffians lay sleeping in tho outer room, but they did 
~t awake as we passed them, nnd when I returned they still elopt. 
Hastily replacing tho rope, I went to al\,othor part of the cave whora 
the other woman lay sick; she was n.alccp nnd I seated myself by her 
bedside, anxiously listening for every strange sound; my }~art mis­
gave me now that I had time tor reflection. The chief will not all<'" 
him to escape, and thus endanger the sai'oty ot' his band, hie ~old, 
everything; but I will hope for 11i& success, he can but die, and 1f h~ 
a·euiaincd l1cre doRth was certnin-thns I thought. 

At le1~gth my hoad drooped upon my hands, as I sat with my elbows 
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reeling on a stand near the bed-sicle, and I slept, and tor awhile forgot 
my anxiety. A long shrill whistle, which was answered by thoso left 
at tbe cave, awoke ~e; slowly the act I hnd lately done cnme to my 
mind, anti then a pnug shot across my heart. 

Soon the band wcro assembled in the largest room of tho ca\'e around 
tho lifeless nnd bloody· body of Frederick Landau; many wero the 
cOJtjecturcs of bow ho escape,d from tho cell. "That rests with those 
1 let't to guard him," said the chief; "Or with Mrs. Adolnido," 1mg• 
gcstcd one. All eyes were tnr1ied on 1110 n~ I stood, with clasped 
hands, gazing upon a livid won1Hl in tho forohoad of tho corpse, and 
inwardly vowing vongcmnco on his murdc1·crs. I tul'nc<l on them a 
lo()k of scorn and dcfinnco. 

"Impossible," cried Burdick, " hy tlu\t ring which glitters on her 
hand she is my botrothcd. wifo." ".A1ul I will swear she has been in 
my room over sinco yo•1o loft tho Cl\\'c," 1mid tho sick woman, who had 
been brought hither on her bed; sho snw the anxiety of tho chief uud 
hesitated not to utter a falsehood to sccm·o his favor. 

By thi11 limo I lmtl rocovcreu my composurn and said: "Do my 
comp1u1ions suspect mo of this foul c.lc<•d f' · 

"No I 110 I n long ond happy lite tor.fro. Burdick I" wns echoed from 
nll pnrts of tho cavern. I tlumkml thom, though yo11 m1Ly boliovo, witlL 
an 1ll grncc." 

Bnt thct'G wnR ono whoso ,·oico w1LS silent, ono whoso eyes ilnshod 
,vith rn~c. It wns Dnvis, tho husband of Mnl'iotta, ho hud just escaped 
from prison, nn<l returning to his old haunts, foun<l his luvoly wifo gono, 
his int'nnt son dcnd, nnd it was whispered ho had sworn vcng~anco 011 
tho chief. l'oor Frederick WM lnu·icd iu tho hill siJo, that very night, 
with no prayer for tho rest of hiij i:;oul, stwo a' silont one which nroso 
from my henrt, as tho robbers lwapod tho sods upon tho ruc1o l,ox 
which held his lifeless romnins. 

From this timo tho rP-spectoftho rohbora towards me was unbo 111<.lcJ, 
for they nil feared llurd1ck as mnch ns I <lid. Mn.ny a costly gift uhl 
I grnciously rccoh·~ -Jold rings shono on my hunds, tho finest of silks 
woro my dresses • , did I forgot my re\•ouge, or lf rodoa·ick Lundnu 1 

One d1\y tho ci,iet' was tukon sntlJunly aud violently ill, and soon 
l\lmost o,,cry man w~ writhing with pnill-mBny of them died : .nmt.'­
tiiately. I hnd ~ivon thom tho dose I contemplnt<1d, Oh, how I wishetl 
t'cU' more to complete tho work, hut wished in vain; to pro\'Cmt snspi .. 
eion t'rom falling on mo, I had to pretend sickness nlso · soon thoso 
that had escaped gathered round the chief, u council was i10Id and the 
deed of poism\ing the wholo lui4 to Davis, who happened to bo one ut' 
tho fow on whom tho voison <li<l not tnko effect: On boing nskou if ho 
wns willinµ- to own tho deed, ho t'C/>licd : " I did not do it, if I Ju1J I 
Rhonld die lmppy; I should lmvo md my rovongo I Uut 1 ~,·ill ha,•o 
it yet. ,vhoro is my wifo nnd child r' nml ho l\]>l'flng upon the nuw 
helpless Burdick, knite in hand, but w11,.~ caught by tho uystamlcrd; ho 
fimght. hrn,·oly; ono ot' the 111011 tlu.Lt. hold him l'occived a mortal wo111ul 1 

when ho foll pio1·cod to tho ho1ut by two llirke l Wild w1\S the yc:J of 
tho dying Davi~, but wild01• wus a tilu·i~k which sonnuod thl'0~1gh 1ho 
rocky arches as n fomale form sprang from somo daa·k co1·11m· 11,t~ 1h~ 
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tight of tho torches that hurncd 1·,,1111d the chief. A long white roht 
imt poorly conccafoci hor luvol,v form, nnd the pale, yot bcnutifol fo• 
r urea c,mtrast.l'cl strongly with th1)SO ot' tho frightful, dying wretch thaa 
iho knelt beside. 

'"Spirit of 111y bcilovod wifo f" ho m<mrnoci, nml his eyes closed for-
t•\'er. 

"11,nrcwcH, loved one,'' tihc snid, " mny. Ootl ho more mereifuJ to you 
:111rn yon woro to others," nnd sho ~nnk fainti11.!! 011 tho co1·pso of lu.•r 
once lnvcd, though erriug husband. lt wns o,·ident thnt f,liu did 11ot 
~110\\' ot' his 1·ot11rn, until she sn,v him RIJ'nignc<l for tho del•tl l-hu ha,I 
phmncd, nnd I had exccntc,J; thou nil her lo\'o for tho mnn i,;ho had 
~ivon tho nffcctions of her youthful heart. rctnr11orl, though it hnd Ionµ 
been c!;tr,mged l,y cruelty. She wns taken nwny insonsihl<>, n11d it wa!I 
!IO\'ernl dnys before hor renson mt 11med. Tlao dmul 111011 wore huriucl 
by their compnnions bc•rwnth n tall lwmlock trco rienr the.~ ein·c; 110 
stono 11mrks tho spot whore thoy lie; Burdick did not die, thon!,!h it 
was somo timo hofol'O ho 1·oci()\"Crccl, nnd now, ns ho lny on n sfok hod, 
ho ron11y J't!Solve,J to cfo thnt which ho hnc.l prnmiscd, nnd ll•tl\"O tho 
cave forunir. AH tho gains of mnny yent'S ho dh·idocl nmon~ tho f~w 
nion thnt wcro loft, rrset·ving nothing cxcopt his fotbor's gifr, thnL tho 
men of tho band hnd nove1~ seen. 

OuQ b1·ight autumn morning, a littlo grnnp loft tho cnvo, mid forever. 
It consisted of llnrdick; Mnriotta and mysolf; the l'omnnnt of' the bane.I 
had left us tho dny boforo, departing in vnrionil dil'Cctions. I cnnno& 
doscri be my fcolings whon I lot~ thi." hor1·id nbodo of so mnny dt1ys. I 
was liko a bird thnt has long pinod t<w Jihorty, Jot lo~e from its c1tgo. 
'fho enrth no,·or lookod ~o heautifnl, thnngh tho h·ocs wore ulrnost bnro, 
and tho ~round WM strcwod with dond lo1wes; ncithor cnn I do.~crilio 
tho omot1ons which played o,·or tho fontnrcs ot' tho d1iof~ 1~ ho iillcd 
up tho cntrnnco to tho c1\vo with looso frngmonts of rock. So111ctimcs 
he won]d stop and stand lost in thon~ht, nnd thon with R stnrt he 
would proceed with hia tnsk, faster Uu1n cvor. At length }10 hnd 
dono, mid swinging his knnpsnck, heavy with gold nm) jowols, upon 
back, wo stnrtod on. 

l'nn,:;ing bnt n moment. at tho grnvcs of Tnlnngn nnd tho ,Vhito UOEio, 
Burdick's pnrcnts, wo kept on our wny .wel' hiJJs nud vnlce, nml nbonl 
noon rendicJ a small viJlngo. Horo llu1-...lick purchased n cnningo nnd 
pnir of horses, nnd wo immcdintcJy proceo<lcd on ·om· wny ; ho had 
resolved to tnke Marietta to her fothc:l''s home, hut whom ho i11tcnded 
to go then, I do not know. I hnd detorminod to leave him ns soon n., 
we arrived in any plac~ whore I migl!t· bo socnre from his vongcnnco. 
'l'ho distance botweon tho \'illAges, in this pnrt of l'cnnsylvnnin, ia 
considerable; largo t.mcts of fertile lund lie wholly unoccuvicd-tnll 
hemlock, beech and maple tl'oca tower to tho skios-in thoir branclwt 
i11numorable birds find roposo, anti thonsnnds of squit·ru18, of all vari 
ctio~, at this scnson of tho your, aro busily employed in stol'iug n wiu 
tcr's stock of provisions. As wo passed along tho ron<l many n bom,, 
tlful deer start.cd up from his rcstin~•plnce, nnd bounding a short 
distance would atop and watch us until out of sight. At length nigh I 
CRUIO on and t'ound us in tllo forcat, still several milos from a village I 
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There wnA no moon, and tho Rtnr~ gnvo hut littlo Jight; sti!I wo kcpl 
011 ,,ur wny. Ai. wo pn.Qsed thro11gh a JittJe vall,•.v n"'} bC'gnn fl, n,;c~nd 
n hill, co,·ercd with thi<.'k hemlock~ ·n dm·k ul,jt•ct was s<wn in the 
ce11h•1· 11t' tho road dii·cc:tly hoforo us I Stoppi11g tl,c hors•'~, pistols in 
l11rnd, B11rd:ck sprnng from tho cnrringc to lieu what wn~ in tho wny: 
liH w11~ i11stn11t ly scir.ud l,y tl1reo rneJJ-n 1-hort stn1ggl~ n11<J nil wmt 
still ngnin. 111 n moment I snw hi:t body hol'no hy two men, whilo 
1111otlw1· held tho hol'1ws1 to tho ron<lHide; hut whero the,,· put him I did 
11111 stop to sec, 8pri11gi11g from tho cuninge i11to the thi('k bu~li<:~ 011 

tho oppo:sito side from tho rohhe11,, J hid myi-ult' hu11cnth tho tJ"1111k of 
un upturned troo, unc.l wutclwd their motions in sill•nt f<H'l'OI' I 

Aflc1· di~p(lsi11~ of Burdick, ,hey mn<lo a light, nnd I recognizod them 
ns 111c111hcrd of Burclick's ow11 bnn<l, who hnd loft 118 tho dny hofore 1 
Mnricttn hnd fainted nnd -Jny Rlill nml motio11leslJ in tho cnningo; the 
1·ohlwl'1:1 n•i;ton•d Ju.n· to consciotumcss, and ussnrcd hur 110 hnrm should 
uofull hl•1·, nnd thnt she shou!d ho cnnicd to her father's. 

A t)cr u Bhort search for me, dm·ing which 0110 of the 11rn11 cAmo 
witliin tc11 foot of tlw pince whore I wns, they scntcd t1wms,!lvcs in the 
Cll1:ringe, allt<l ur~i11g the nh·ondy jaded ho1·sc8 to Lhcir utmost speed, 
were soon out of honring. 

Aud now I wns fi·co J e'nch fl'ecdom I Alone in tho <loop <lnrk 
forcHt-ucn1· !nid11if(ht-fnr from any Jmmnn h_nbita~io11---not far from 
mo Juy n hnl, mnrctorml man, as now a long &tiflod g1·onn told t-hnt ·Jie 
was not dead. 

l Rl'08C nncl wns reentering tho rond, J1opi11g to soon rcnch tho next 
villnf;o, whon n <ll'op howl ram~ upon tho still night uir, waking tho 
old tol'ost. echoes for mnny Jengtws nron11d. 

A dnl'k t1lincJow,. which crol-ec<l the rond, townrds tho <lying wretch 
told the fearful tnlo. A wolf prowli11g nonr, hnd H~entt.Hl l.,lood, nrHJ 
wus cnlling hiB compnnions to tho prey f Tho howl waH nnsworncl by 
mnny distnnt voices. I thought this wns 110 pince for me, nntl flNl, J 
knew uot, enrud not whither; my ouly ctu·e wn~ to cRcnpo tlill wolves· 
that wero now flocking in numbers to tho Apot whoro tho dyin~ 1111111 

lay. After I hn<l gouo s01110 clistnnco I sto/>pod 1111<1 li:;tl•11cd, amt whut 
I henrd socmc<l to t'roezo the hluo<l nrouru Ill\' henl't. 

'l'hc wolves were fighting over the prey f Hnch howl:; nnd ydls ne 
one r1i~ht i111n~i110 to proccod ti-om tho i11for11nl J>it I· And now, ns rho 
co11t('11t10n had in n <ll•Qrco sub!:!idcd, I thought. c,mld <liRti11g11ish n 
gronn of murtnl nngnisll. 

llorror•strickcn I hnr1·icd on, ns fnst ns my trm.1bli11g lillll,e conic) 
move, through brushwood, over follon tree>~, •.>vor hillti, thrnngh 
ewnmps, like c,nc d<!rarsocl, 

At length, oxlrnustc<l, I llllllk ini:.onsiblo· to tho ground. 'l'o this dny 
1 nm st1l'pri~cd thnt tho woh'<'S di<l not f<)Jlow nncl Jo,·onr mo nR I IHy 
like ono <lend. \Vhcm I rccoverod, dw 81111 wnB shining !,rightly 
through tho trees, bi1·da woro singing, nil mltm·o wns lH"ight nml g.iy 
'l.1110 nd\'ontm·ctJ of tho night cRmo .slowly to my memory, lilrn u. fright• 
ful dronm, nnd so 1 wandered on. I wns cumplotcly lost nnd knew 1101. 

which wny to go I Hours passed by, noon cmno, nud fouml 1110 still 
moving onwnrd, lookins, but in varn, for eomo sign of civilizntion, 
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Trees, rocks :md brooks wore all thnt mot my eyes; night camo, nn( 
with it camo hunger, for I had not eaten for many hours. 

Faint and weary I laid myself down on a eido hill, bcnonth a thick 
tree.· It was a vory cold night, and so still not a brenth of wind 
stirred the branches overhead-not a sound was henrd, save now and 
then some old solemn owl would disturb the silonco with his lion1'88 
,·oice, or the sawwhct's rndo meledy for n moment be hoard. Silent 
as it was I could not sleep. With hungor proyin~ upon my Yitals and 
I ho hor1·id scenes I had witnessed pnssin~ betoro my mind, I lny· 
through the long, long nigbt. 0 I how I wished for daylight; would 
it never come l surely this night was tho lougost and most fearful I over 
passed. If I tried to slumber I waa em·o to be roused by an owl or 
1101110 other night-bird, with a uoiso which my numbed senses would 
tonvort into a groan, or a death yell. Startmg up. I would ait am) 
stn.1·0 into tho darkness, until wenrinoss cnusod mo to Ho down agnin, 
but to be roused in a similar way. Toward morning I foll into n kind 
ot' stupor and then porht,ps sloJ;>t-whothor it was elcop or not I.lay n 
long tune, indeed until roueod mto consciousness lJy a crash that scorn­
ed to shnko tho earth. Starting up, I was struck by tho ,~1eual looks 
of tho tbrcst-wns I deranged by my sufferings, or wns it rcnl 1 }.,iro 
seemed to run nlong tho ground, while horo and tl1oro tall trees, on 
tire, sent tho forked flames into tho vory skies I N oar mo a burning 
tree hnd fullcn, and it was this that roused mo from my death-like 
sleep. . 

It wna rl'nl ; tho woods woro on firo ; nnd I\ granclor and more ter­
rible spcctuclo I novor behold l I hogan to asccml tho hill, and found 
that tho fire, whilo I slept had snrroumlo<l me. Unrning limlJB woro 
fulling nil urotmd, mid tho 11cnt wns becoming iusnpportablo. The 
skies woro soon shut from my ei$}1t by thick clouds ot smoke. 

At length I ronchcd tho sumtmt of t110 hill, nnd fired both my pistols, 
fnintly hoping somo 0110 might henr thom, for it' I cscnpod tho flro I 
knew I 11111st won die for wnnt of food. 

I listened cnl'llcstly, and nhovo tho ronr ot' tho fire I henrd tho 
report of n rifle, nnd then unothor 0110, nnd yet ,mother, in quick RUC· 

cession-they soundctl ncnr, nnd I cnllocl out ns loud ns I could. Soon 
1 enw three 111<'11 nscendi11g tho hill townrd mo; with eonrso gnrments 
au<l Jong rifles; they might hn\·e bcon mistnkcn for Inuinn'4, but I did 
not fenr them-I wns pnst fonr. 

As they nppronchccJ, I glnncccl nt my own dress, my l>onntiful eilk 
dl'css, tho gift of the robucr chic1f, was frightfully tom ; mnny frng• 
mcnts lrnd boon left hy tho wny, tho night tJmt I fled from tho woh·ce; 
hut this wns uotliiug; I wns snvc•1l from n fonrfnl dcnth. ,v o Mon 
\oft tho fire, nnd 1,1:1 · ,,·o slmvly pursued our wny through tho forest, 
llli'Tl)" qucstious wcro nskcd nnd 111,swcr('d. 

T11'-.v WOl'O hunters, nnd tho fire hnd SJ rend from their ~lumty, wl,ich 
hn<l bnrncd down while they wore I\WR/ nttoudi11g to their trnps, tlrnt 
1110rni11g. Just ns tho Rtm went down bohind tho westm n hillf1, we 
nrrivcd nt tho huntor'e homo. It was n clonring of six or sovou ner<'i:, 
in tho ~:.nidst of which Rtood a ernnll but euLetnntinl log-honso. At tit<! 
door wo wore met by a uoat looking old ludy, tho wifo of 0110 of lite 
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Jrnntors; Bl10 atartcd ot the sight of a stranger, but welcomed me right 
heartily to th'3 l1imter'e cottag'!, BB her husband introduced me as a 
lost lady, whom ho and hll' COJflP~nione had reecood from tho bul'ning 
!orost. A well loaded t11blo ·awaited tho hunters, who had been 
expected, nnd I soon sat down to tho l.llost delicious repast I ever 
partook of. 

Fresh smoking venison, cooked in tho most approved sty lo, coru 
hroad, lmttor, nnd maple sugnr-this, with some good tea, completed 
our ropnst.. My hunger was soon gono, and sontcu by tho l,road 
hearth boforo a blazing tlro, tho dangm-s and trinJs I hnd passed 
through were for n while forgotten. I was free, null soon f'ounil my­
ilclf mnking calcuJations for the futnro. 

Soon my attention wns nrrostcd hy a familiar nnmc. It wns tho old 
!mntt'r1 who inquired: "Hns 1'fr. Lnndnn rotnrned for his papers 1" 
his wilo ruplic<l; "No, I fonr somo ho.rm hns hnppc.mcd to him. I ditl 
not liko tho npponrnuco ot' his companions, nnd now I nm persuaded 
they w_cro in fact somo of the tbioving rascals with which our woods 
abound ot' late." 

"I hope ~t, wifo; ho mny ~•ot l'oturn, though it is now n wcok 
J>ast tho time ho eot to bo back. ' lJy inquiry I soon lcnrncd tho cii·­
cnmstanccs of bis cnptnro, which I had ofion wished to know. 

Ho WlUJ on a journey and had fallen in with three young men, the 
day before ho arrived hero. It was most likely thoy found that ho 
.1Jnd n lnr~o sum of money nbout him--bo this ns it may, they por­
lllm<lo<l lum to go door hunting with them, so leaving eomo articles 
11oro, whore thoy stnycd over night, ho sot out witfi his et~>poscd 
friends, for n two days' hunt, and bad not returned. Hie fate I know 
hut too well, hut I resolved not to toll it to those rude people, wbou, 
tho knowledge could not affect. 

I wished to sco tho pnpors, and after a few moments' thought said : 
" My tmmo is Adolnido Lano, of Hnrrisbnrgh ; my stopmother's namo 
was Lnndutt. Hor son li'redcriek, was n tall light complexioned young 
man ; cloos this nuswcr tho descl'iption of ti10 man you spoke of1" 

"Exnctly-tho name and n11," was tho roJ>ly. 
" ,vm yon nllow mo to see tho 1>npers 9 They wore bron~ht-tl 

pnckngo and n single lotter, nicoly folded in a silk linndkorchiot. 1,ho 
lotter was directed in tho woll-linown handwriting of my hnsbl\nd t 
"'ro AdolRido Lnno, Hnrrisbnrgh." It had been opened, nud uut'old­
ing it, I read us follows : 

Harruburgh, Julf 10th, l8lSts. 
" Dn.n AolLAJDB :-

" I havo at length nrrlved In tlils 1>lty, and find that you hue 
llll't your rnthor'e houeo nntl gono, no ono knows whither; leaving this letter hero J 
1l1llll J11u,ton to visit every place wl1ero I might hopo to find yon, anll wishing lo 
h~1U' from you, 

" I remnf n your true nncl nffoctionKto hu1tbancl~ 
"WnLJAII LA.Na." 

Tho pnckngo contninod my fotho1·'s will, nnd many other valunulo 
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pnpcre; _Ms vnst p1'opcrty wn1 l,cqtu.•nthccl 'to me, if ·found withi11 fl,·e 
years; if not, F'rcdc1·ick Lnndnu wus tho i11hcl'itor. 

}>001· lt'rcdcrick I f'nr in the depths of tho fol'eet ho is laid, by Cl'tl~) 

hnml~, to slu<-'p tho long slcc~ that knows no wuking. Let him lie; 
his mnrdcrm·s nro laid m·<unid him; he is 1·cvcng_cd f 

If I hn.vo dono wrong, God will judge 1i1c. I will no~ hrnvo the 
judgment ot' men. In somo distant clime I will try to fol'gct the hor• 
ro1'8 ot' my lon~ sojom·n, my captivity, ta·iuls and murder~, i11. tho 
forest of' i'cnnsylvnuin. 'l'hcso thoughts nm) many others Juts:wd 
tln·•m~h my mind, as I Jay on my bed, in tho hunter's cnbin, nnd I 
soon slept sounder nnd longci· than I hnd few months. It WM Jntu in 
tho morning when I nwoko. l[y fil":lt business, nftcr urenkfnst, wnK 
to \\Tito n lotto1· to my hnsbnnd : this I g,l\'o to tho post-Lo.,• us hu 

l>nssecl tho door. Strongly in,•itccl by the kind people ot' tho cottng<•, 
1·csolv<·d to rcmnin ho1~0 until tho nrrh·nl of my huslm11d, _which l 

CX}>cctcd would not. bo long. 
l'hc olcl hunter, whom I slmll cnll Hewett, hn<l nn only dnnghtcr, a 

fnh· young gii·l nnmcc.l Annelle, nnd ns is generally l\Jo cuso wilh 
pretty gh·IB, Anne Jind n lovc1•. 

Jfoh \V111tur wns n tnll, h1thor good-looking young man, nncl one nf 
tho hcst l11m1ors in the woods. _ 

"A'ud why do t11cy not get marl'icd I" I nskcd of old Mra. Howett 
one day when Anuottc, being abRcnt, tho conversation hnd t.urncd 
upon tliis subject. 

"Tho rcasoi1 is so·on told. Robert is poor hut proud ; ho will not 
marry n11til he hns saved enough to havo n homo of his own." 1.!hiR 
1 1·c.•fmlvcd thoy shoul<l not lnck: 110 wns ono of tho thrco lmn N'll 
tlmt laml sn \'Cd my Jifo. · 

At longth, one 11101·,1ing, n cm·riugo rollc,l 111> to tho door, nnd tho 
noxt moment I bchcltl my husband I my ow;1 lVillinm, from whom l 
ho.d been so long 8cpau·ntccl; you mny l>c Slll'O tho meeting was non~ 
tho lc~i; joyful cm nc<:ount of the hardships we land both midurc<l ; for 
William nlso hnd cxpcrionccd bnrc.l thrtnnc, indeed nothing hnd pros­
pered with him,for somo time nftcl' our mur1·iugo. llnt now ho hnd 
comu into po::Bession of a largo estate in }'1·nnco, by.tho <lea.th ol' nn 
uncle, nnd thi_thor wo now 1·cso) vcd to go. \Vo could not prevail 
upon Jho honqst lnmtca·s tp.J·cceh·e ,my 1·ccompcneo t'or their kiudncsH, 
but 11f'tc1· some persuading, Annette rccch·cil a small sum as a gift. 
Ancl uow it wns decreed by gootl M~. Howett tbnt tho wedding 
should ho celcbrutcd bcfoa·o onr departure. AnnoUc, w"itt1 b(nslws, 
consented, much to the joy of Hobort aml oql'scl ,·cs, for we hnd 11 
clcsit•,·.- to witness the huuto1·'a b1·illnl c01·cmonies bofo1·e wo left them 
fb;·C\"01'• . • 

-~ t wns n lovely evening, lnt.o in October· tho ground was still lmre 
~1\\'c IL thick co11t of many-colored leaves wl1ich coYcrccl it-tho L(JllO 
tit'ul g1\l'ment which a dying ycnr had thrown oft', to bo clothed lo, 
awhile in puro·white. 'l'his would bo a mournful sight7 did wo ,,ot 
know that tho roturning spring, liko tbo 1·cem·1·oction, w1H clothe a,11 
with bounty again. _ 

llut. to roturn to Annotto ; tbe young moon was shining brightlJ 
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and the sky se~med almost too full of shining sta1'8, perhaps thoy 
guessed what was going on, and had to como out to try and get a 
poe~ at the lovely bt·idc. And she was a beautiful one, ns arrayed in 
1potlcs.q white, her bl'own h'lh· Jmuging in 1·ich glossy hl'llids m·oimd 
ho1· foir nc,~k, she stood by tbo side ot' bci· lover, and vowed to lo,·e 
And chct·ish him cvca·moro. It reminded mo of .tho timo whon I WM 
t\n nutor in n. similar scene, and I inwardly hoped that hoa· mo1·ning 
of life might ho fairer th:m mino hnd been thus fa\r •. 

They luiclt, nnd tho minister poured out n. long nnd fervent hone­
diction on the youthful pnit·, just n.t tho close ot• whieh a loud ]mock. 
upon tho door cnusccl o,·cry 0110 to start I Tho pcr~on who opcrwd 
tho doo1· returned, snying, "a strange, wild-looking n:um wislwcl to 
sco lfrs. Lune alono 11' I m·oso to go, but 1mnsoc.l ; I fonrccl, I knew 
not wlint. 

"l will go with )"Ou," sni<l ,vminm, nnd WO left tho room. Dofc1ro 
tbo door, in tho sott moonlight, stood a shm·t, thick•Act man• ns W(• 
appronchcd him ho 1·ccogniscd mo, and said: 

'' Adclnidc do ,·ou know mo 1" • , J 

I gmmd 011 1iill pnlo fllCo in tcl'rificd snrpriso; nnd saw one whom 1 
had boliovc>d dohd f one whom I hnd often, iu imnginntion, s~~cn toru 
in fmgmcnts l,y n pnck ot" hnnw·y wolves. Could it. ho, m,d stilt it 
WM, the robber chicf--llul'dick I bitt how nltcl'ccl ; liis fncc, 110 Jon• 
gcr l'Od nnd foll, wn~ nshy pale-a deep gash in his neck, which wns 
bare, showed somo t1crcc encounter. 

"Adolnidc," ho snid, "it wns for your snko I left my childhood•• 
home, mnong tho rocks nnd fm·cst ti·ocs. }.,or yonr lo,·o I nbondoncd 
my eint'nl cnrccl', nnd no,v nm dying I Long hb.vo I wnndcrod thrnuglt. 
tboeo wilds, in smll'ch of yon. Sinco that fotnl night, my sonrch until 
now, lms Leen in \'nin. My snnde of lifo nro nlmost ru11, hnt 1 
could 11ot dio nwny from you." l{o seemed wcnry, nd scntcd himself 
ol) a emnll bench ncl\l' tho door. In vnin. wo urged liim to go into tha 
house. 

"IIow did you cscnpo tho wolves I" I asked; 110 1·epliccl in a lo"•, 
trembling voice: 

",vhon I foft tho cau,·ingo, you know I wnR sci?.cd by tl10 rnfllnns; 
two knh·cs entered' my cheat nnd tho othcl' did some o~ccution horo, 
on my neck," nnd bo pointed to tho ghnstly wouncl I hnd noticed, 
"but owing to tho darkness, 110110 o!' tho blows woro immedin.tcly 
fatal. 'l'hcy luid mo behind am old log, 11cnr tho roadside. lfoi~ing 
my bend with difliculty as they struck n light, I enw that yon wna 
gono, nncl by their sc1u•ching foa· yon know you hnd cscnpod .. Tho7-
loft mo tl1oro to die nnd went on, currying my gold with t11em. Ana 
then cnmo t_hc woh·es, such howls nnd yells, ns with nil my i·cm~nining 
strength, I would stl'iko at thmn with a limb which chmwcd to· ho in 
my l'onch. At length ono of them seized my nl'm, this rousod in1 
11eomingly dying powol's, nnd 1·cgai!1ing my icot, ~hough_ with grea 
pain, I nuumgcd to c1·u.wl up a lcanmg trco; daylight· d1sp<mwd the 
wolves. I cnmo down, and aftor somo t.hi10 tbnnu yorn· trnck in. the 
10ft. l'l\l'th; this I havo tl'icd to follow .ove1· since-11omotimcs in my 
~iatreu I nave been tempted to ond ·~y w1·ctchcd life. Duf.. I wishecl 
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to soc you once again, nnd thought dent.h wontd lose ite pain wi1t, 
your hands to closo my eyes, your lips to whisper pcaco to my soul." 

Hero ho was tnkon with a short pninful congl1, and tho ,tnrm blood 
gushed from his month nnd ll()SC. II o was ta.ken sonselcss into tho 
house, and tho merry wedding tnrned into watching, beside tho death­
bed of tho murderer I And here I will remark thnt tho nnmo of 
Burdick was ono ho had assumed, as it was easier spoken thur. laie 
Indian nnme. which I had nt'ver hon.rd. 

Just as tho fil'6t faint mor.ning beam stolo in through tho window 
r.urtnins, he rnised his head and fixed his Jnrgo eyes, over which the 
film of of death was fast appearing, on me, as I stood with William, 
ueHide his bed; lie seemed to wish to speak, bnt in vnin, his·hend sank 
slowly bnck, nnd with· ll doop sig11 the wretch wns dcnd I 'fho 
11oxt day tho setting sun shono upon tho coffin thnt held all thnt rc­
nmined of tho most desperate of men ns it wns loworud into tho 
('nrth, whicl1 was open to recoh•o it. As tho clods foll on its lid, tho 
deep tones of tho rnm1 of God arose t "Dust to dust, cnrth to cnrth 

mny God have mercy on tho unctying wul that hns gone to bo 
judged for tho deeds of this lifo." 

Slowly and andly wo retnrnod fl'Otn tho grnvo. If his sino hnvo · 
been grcnt, so hns hie punishment. 

It was nt tho request of this clergyman, and in his house, I under­
took to write this condensed narrntivo of my ndvontures in tho wil<lor­
ness. If nny one is inclined to doubt tho truth of these pngr.t1, ho hM 
bnt to rcpnir to tho spot, nnd ho will l>0 sure to find mm,y evidences; 
und I doubt not; that by ca1·oful oxRminntion, tho ontrnnco to tho cavo 
might bo discovered. 

As for tho gold and silver-tho hidden trensuro of lh1rdick-I hopo 
it may never bo discovered. It is the price of blood I A curse w1l! 
bo suro to go with it. 

I pen thcso pngcs while WiJlinm is Bottl1ng my bnsinc~s in Ill\rrie 
burgh, nnd on his r<'turn wo shall ]eave Pennsylvania forever. 

I could not repress a wish, once more to sco :Mnricttn, tho compnn 
iorr of my captivity; nnd nccompnnicd by u friend, set out for Ilrook­
villo. It is n long day's drive from tho plncc, and _it wnA qnito dnr]c 
when wo entered tho town ; by inguiring we soo11 found tho residence 
of .l\forietta'e pal'ents, nnd hore nll wnR silent nnd gloomy, for n fail 
nnd lovely inmnto had just departed for tho Jund of spirits! Mnrietta 
wns no more, her lovely corpse lny robed in white-her feature~ only 
a shade more pale than when Rho camo to my bedside, in tho ca,•e ; 
the expression of fear wns gone, and in its plnco a holy calm rested 
upon the dead countenance; she ~ins gone to meet her nngel lMbe 
beyond tho 1·ench of mortal woe. Why is it that blighted hopes Jud a 
broken heart so often attend the fair and innocent f 

And now.kind reader, I must take my lef\VO of you. Ir'l haveto1d 
yon a strange, and fearful talc I cnu assure yon it is no less true I 1 
could bring evidences of many of these circumstances, which could 
not be disputed, but that is not my intention. 

I do not wish to bring _public notico upon those of my character, 
who aro livinp:, and tho dead-let them rest. Ir my little work VJ~ 
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oeguile some iclle or wonry hour, it is all I wish. I shall be fnr frotJ 
hero before this meets your eyes, and if I arn counted an impostor, <,r 
not, I cnro not. llnt this I will own; thoro is one face which hannta 
my sonl almost to despair. It is the face ot' a youni mulatto boy whL' 
fell, with mnny more, victims to tho poison I ndmimstered in tho ctwo. 
When ho know he must die, it rent my soul to he11r him pray to hi& 
Maker, for forgiveness, on his unknown murderer. 

Go whore I will this pl'Ry,,r rings in my ears, r.ad this face is before 
my sight I 

Shall I ever again know peace of mind t or will this vision follow 
mo till death f llnt I will try to banish snch gloomy thought8, anti 
in some sunny land, amid different scenes, forget my wanderings and 
adventures in Pennsylvanian wilds. 

'18& ll■ D. 














