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A Word from The Mayor 
Allt'111m,·11's ( )Id I lonw \\'t't'k ( 'clehration is thn·<:-fold 111 purpose: to attran 

hark to thl' rn1111111111ity old friends and former n·sidt·nts; to gin· tlw citizens of 
this co1111111111ity ·and the surrounding ar<:a an opportunity to ofttciall>· salute the 
jubilee year of tlw twentinh century; and, to officiall>· mark the town's passing 
of the 100,000 figurt' in population. 

{_ 'ertainly this Qu<'en l'it>' of the Lehigh Valle>· has grown down through th<' 
dt·cadt's. :'\ot 0111>· from the standpoint of pt'ople, hut also from tlw standpoint 
of industr>·• and of <:ducation, and of recreation, and of assimilation, to mention 
hut a frw. 

\\'hatt·,·n growth has het·n achieved must he nTdited to a forward-looking, 
onward-moving citizt·1n,·. t·,·t·r willing to support leadns in all fields who present 
good ideas and workahh- plans for commumty lwttcrnw11t, for as an unknown 
pol't stated: 

"Citit'S ar,· :·rliat 11101 111<1/..·t' thon 
1/'lratsot'i't'r tho.ft' ritit'S ma\· b,-, 

,\'/otlrf11I, slo:n1, s!Npy; 
l'rogro.ri,··t', b,·a11t1f11I, frt't'." 

I I should also IH' nott·d that our co111n11111it)· is a war<' of thl' fart that democracy· 
lwgins on thl' local lt-vl'I; that for demon;u:>· to work at all it must work at honH'. 
So tha1, living as wt· are at a time when our form of go\'l·rnnH·nt is being constantly 
and willfully assailed; and ITcognizing tll(' fact that ,n.· cannot g<:t rid of a neg a ti \'t.' 
condition hy denying it, hut only by substituting a positin· condition in its place; 
and hl'ing dt'tnmi1wd that Allentown shall continue to progress and prosper as 
an intq;ral part of thl' American way· of life; let us set aside this wt:ek as a rededica
tion to our American heritagl', each one of us n~solving to live up to the ".Nine 
Promisl'S of a Good Citizen": ---

will ,·ott· at all ekrtions. 

will snw on a jury when asked. 

"ill rl'spect anti ohl'y tlw laws. 

will pa>· my taxes undnstandingly·. 

will work for peace hut will dutifully an-ept m>· responsibilities 111 time of 
war and will respect the Flag. 

I will avoid an>· group prejudice based on dass, racl' or religion. 

I will support our systt.·m of free puhlic t.•ducation hy doing e,Trything I can 
to impron· the schools in my own romn1t111ity. 

I will tr>· to make my comnrnnit>· a lwttcr place in which to liH. 

I will practice and teach thl' principles of good citizenship right in my own home. 
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Old Home Week ,..':;teering Committee 

Those who did most of planning for Old I lomc \Vet·k crlcbration i11dud<'d, seated: 

TRU~tAN L. KoEHLER, committtr srcrttary: MRs. RALPH IIENRY, L1.0YD E. GRAM~ll-:s, 

trtasura; ELSIE M. llEcK~tAN, and .\!ayor DoNAI.I> V. Hoo~, chairman; standing: 

R ussELL FuLFOIW, HENRY Moc;<ilo, (;ERALD D. R EI1'SMITH, J<,11 N i'vlcl I uc;11, 

Ll''-'!'i E. 1-1 ERTZ, JA~tEs !vi. BAS<'OM and FRANK E. (iwYNN. 



Old Home Week Celebration Committee 

.. .. 

Do~AI.I> \'. Hon, 

Li.<J\"I) E. ( ;HA\1'11:S. 

Ro1n lff :\:-; 1-:w,,1.T 

l ·u, , oiw lh1n1101.11,11: \\' 

.I,\ ,n: s \ I. B:,sco\l 

.I. I I,. :\Hr B 1w w ~ 

F1tr 1>uuc S. Ht· RC\\\'. Sic 

L. Ro\· l ',,,11•111.1.1. 

:\L\lu E ( ;_ l '1ww1>1• R 

_l:\\ll'S I,. l.'IIRISTINE 

Lotr1s E. Dn:RllFF 

I L\IWl.l) D11.Dlt\N 

\l1n1AEI. J. Fo1.EY 

11,:---HY 1\1. FAUCETT 

Rrssu.1. Fut.F<>RI> 

Rt 1ssu.1. _I. (i1-:1c;1:1< 

Fru:--." E. ( iWYNN 

;\J,\H\' ffEl<IIEHT 

Ro11EHT :\. I lu.rR1c11 

Louis E. If unz 

\ lil s. C. \ I. I Lu :-,; 1: s 

:\ I H s. R :\I.I' II I f E " llY 

,\Ju.\'I~ I. Ku1Ns 

I. \\',,1.TEK Kon, 

J> .. , lJ I. 11. K El< N 

J,\\IES E. LANSIIE 

Ri:v. \V11.us i\L\THIAS 

RoBFRT E. ~loYEI<, JR. 

_1011 :-.: i\J d h1c;11 

1\J.111:HTUS L. \! EYERS 

fl ENRY i\loc;c;10 

MHs. RonERT C. i\Jurn 

.... Chairman 

. Tr1·<uurt'r 

.. S,·a,·tary 

\IYR<>N l'. ~EISER 

11 E ~lff \\'. PAH1'ER 

(; .I: fl:\ I.I) D. R Fl;--; S\IITII 

RAY\10:'\I> J-:. RL1CII 

Pr1<cY B. Ru,n: 

,\I ORR IS Si.: s I> EI{()\\' IT/' .I I{. 
\\'AR:'\ ER St-:NSIN(;ER 

J. F {)GAR SWAIN 

:\1.,·1:--. 11. SN\'I>ER 

P11u. H. Snmc11 

Gi:oR<a: :\. ST.-\111. 

HAROLD \Vrnn:R 

EARi. L. \VEAVEI{ 

HARRY G. \\'11:LA~l> 
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DAHL MOTORS ALLENTOWN, INC. 

1213 HAMILTON STREET 

ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 

Phone 3-5231 

:\ .'~E\\' FORD (;f\'F;\ FREE TO THE PART)' 1-fOLDIN<i TIIE LL1CKY NUMBER 

:\T THE ALLENTOWN Hl<iH SCHOOL STADILM FRIDAY, AU<aJST 18, l'JSO. 



Official Program of Events 
* * 

'' 0 L D HOME WEEK'' 

* 
SUNDAY - AUGUST 13 

A. M. - -CHURCH SERVICES throughout the community, initiating OLD Hor.rn WEEK. 

Ringing of Chur~h hells at noon for 3 minutes to officially herald OLD HoME WEEK. 

2 :00 p.m. - Opening-ART EXHIBIT-Green Room, Americus Hotel. Visiting hours 1 :00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. all week. 

3 :30 p.m.--CATHOLIC SERVICES at Fair Grounds, Judge Robert V. Roiger, speaker. 

MONDAY - AUGUST 14 
8:30 p.m.-- BoXING PROGRAM at the Fair Grounds. 

TUESDAY - AUGUST 15 
I :30 p.m.---MIDGET BASEHAJ.L TOURNAMENT, Breadon Field. 
8:00 p.m.-EXHIBITION BASEBALL, Rreadon Field. 

WEDNESDAY - AUGUST 16 
9:30 a.m.-- H1cvcLE RACES at Dorney Park l\1idget Auto Race Track. 

8:30 p.m.·---"A11,ENTOWN TALENT ON PARADE" at Allentown Fair Grounds; 16 big vaudeville 
acts; music by Pioneer Band, Rain or Shine. (Admisssiru1 charge: Fifty Cents, tax 
included. No reserved seats.) 

THURSDAY - AUGUST 17 
8:DO p.111.- -CONCERT IW MASSED BANDS (Allentown, Marine, Pioneer and Municipal) 

,it Allento\\n lligh School Stadium. No admission charge. 

FRIDAY - AUGUST 18 
8:00 p.m.---FOLK FESTIVAL under direction of Allentown Recreation Commission, at Allentown 

High School Stadium. (Admission charge: Fifty Cents, tax included. Ticket l'..ill 
entitle the purchasrr to a chance on a free drawing for a 1950 Ford Sedan. No 
reserved seats. Rain date: Saturday, August 19th). FIRE\VORKS. 

8:00 p.m. -ANNUAL A1.1.-STAR BASEBALL GAME, Baltimore Boys' Club All-Stars and Allentown 
Boys' Club All-Stars, Rreadon Field. 
(Prior to game, Band Concert, Pioneer Band, 7:15 ;,.m.) 

LEHIGH COUNTY DAY IN BUSINESS AREAS. 

SATURDAY - AUGUST 19 
1 :00 p.m. · MAMMOTH PARADE from Fair Grounds, south to Hamilton Street, East to Fifth 

Street, North to Chew Street. 

3UNDAY - AUGUST 20 
i:00 p.m.--\Vest Park, 01.0 HoME WEEK COMMUNITY REumous SHRVICE. 

(Rain date--Sunday, August 27th) 



8 

Allentown's City Council 

Councilman NoRTON L. LtcHTENWAl.Nl-:R, Cou11rilman CLARENCE H. l\lARct-.s, 

;.\layor DoNAI.D V. Hoct-., Councilman CHARI.ES B. Mil.I.ER, and Councilman 

ALEXANDER M. PETERS. 



Short Skett'h on Government 
\\'hen Allentown was incorporated as a cit~· 

:\larch 12, 18(>7, it was a tiny place in comparison 

to the sprawling lllt'tropolis of today. Bo11nd
;11it's \\'t'I"(.' the Lt·high Riwr 011 the (_'ast, Tl'llth 

Strt'l't oil tlw west, the Littll' Lehigh Oil the 

south :md S11m1wr :\\'l.-llllt' on the north. Popu
ubtion did not attain tlH· SO,()()() mark (ll'ss 
than h;tlf of tlw )()(,,()(){) of toda\· I until aftn 

thl' t11111 of thl' n·nt11n·. 

City officials havt· had to hep pace with 

this fast growing industrial and commercial 

center of Eastl'rn l\·nns~·lvallia, and accord

ing to the records tlwy ha\'e done an excellent 

_ioh. This can he noted in a statement issued 

Ii\· till' offin· of ( 'ouncilman :'\orton L. Lichten

\\';ilnn, dirl'ctor of :\cn>unts and Finann.·s, 

comparing l 1J(h) with tlw l9SO t·sti111;1tl': 

I 9 0 0 

lbLt1H't'S .Ian. I, )<)()(), c;l'IH'Lil Cit~·. \\'ater and Sinking Funds 
(;t·1H·1;tl Cit_,· Fund lfrn·ipts '/, IJ(>,197.--13 
\Yarn Fund Rtn·ipts. 

Tot ;ti R<'ceipts .. 

Tot;tl Receipts and lblanrl's. 

l 24.SS8.()9 

2(Jl,7S(>.I 2 
338,7()().81 

DIS B lJ RS E i\1 EN TS 

(il'nnal C'it,· ;111d \\'atn Dl'partnwnt. 

Bonds and I ntnest Paid 

I <>TAI. ....... . 

Balances all ~ 11nds, Deremlwr .n. 1900 ... 

197,193.11 
8,204.00 

205,397.11 

! 33,303.70 

338,700.81 

I 9 S 0 
(;t·nnal Cit~· :\nti(·ipated I nconw. 
Budget I nrluding Debt Servict' .... 

2,725,435.65 
2,il-l,328.67 

l 'nappropriatcd Balance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . ll,106.98 
911,650.00 
884,338.32 

\\'ater Department Antil·ipatcd Income ......................................... . 
Budget. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • • • • • . · • • • • • · · · 

U nappropriatt·d Balance ....................................................... . 27,311.68 

Thrifty management has long been among the 
most important virtues of the residents of Allen
town. It is the reason that most Allentown 
honws are owned hy the tenants. It is the reason 
that Allentown's city officials have managed to 
hep abreast of the times without encumbering 
tlw taxpayers with staggering debts. 

The city government operates with approxi
mately 6(X) employees- --including the police and 

fire departments, including street repair gangs, 
garbage nlllection and disposal forces, including 
labor for the vast park system, and including 
office help at city hall, engineers, lawyers, clerks 
and typists. And yet, although the city operates 
with a minimum of employees for a business as 
large as it is, accomplishment records of the vari
ous departments are above average. 

(Conti,11uJ 011 Page JO) 

9 
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SHORT SKETCH ON GOVERNMENT 
(Contir11ud from l'ar,r 9) 

ll1c Allentown Police Department, din:'rtecl 
by l\layor Donald V. I lock, director of Public 
Affairs, is manned bv 120 men. It has instituted 
a traffic sy·stem whi.d1 today is heinr.; copied by· 
other rapidly• growing cities, and which t•nahled 
this cin· to rank third in traffic safer,· in the 
nation.· It has done 11u1ch to curb ni1m·:' throu~h 
vigibnce by· tlw cop on the heat; tlnough fast. 
thorough investigation of its dett·ctiH· h11n·;1u; 
through t·st;1hlishnwnt of a snH)()th-opt·1;1ting 
_iu\'t·nile ;111d educational bureau. ;111d through ;1hlt
prosecution of criminal cases. 

The Fir<" Department, like the Polin· Depart
nwnt, has been "doing tlw most with tlw least." 
I ts 114 men han· done so much for firt· pn·,·t·ntion 
that fire insurance rates in .-\llt·ntown are ;11110ng 
the lowest in the t·ountr\' and onh- last Har this 
cit,· ranked n,·cnn·-seco.nd in tht_- U11itt:d Statt·s 
an~I Canada for fi,:c safrt,·. 

Councilman Clarence If. :\I arc ks, din·ctor of 
Public Safety, reported that much of Allentmrn's 
success in holding fire losses to a minimum ctn lw 
attrihuted to its ret·cntly· inaugurated inspection 
program. Zoned art-as are checked regubrly· and 
all effort is made to have fire hazards, if discon·red. 
immediately removed. 

The city's modem Police Department, 11ndt1 
Chief James L. Christine, operates with two-\\·a,· 
radio in all cruisers, prowl cars, police amh11la1u:e 
and utilitv cars. It functions with a Gamewell 
telephone· service, teletypes, fingerprinting ;rnd 
photographic sections, and has begun a laundrr
mark file. Likewise, the Fire Department works 
with 18 pieces of modern apparatus and has laid 
out a schedule so that at least one new piece of 
equipment will he purchased each year. In 
addition, there are utilit\' trucks, cars for Chief 
John R. Butz ,111<1 his as~istants, and for the fire 
mspecrors. 

Street Construction 
The average citizen complains more about 

Allentown's streets than anything else. However, 
when it is considered that in 1902 there wasn't a 
single surfaced street in the city, rapid strides 
have been made. Allentown is far ahead of 
many other communities of equal size. 

Councilman Charles B. Miller, director of 
Streets and P 1hlic Improvements, has noted there 
are 462 miles of streets plotted on the official city 
map. Of this mileage, 33 I. 7 miles of streets are 
open to travel, atid ~LO.o .-niles are improved with 
various types oi surfacing, induding asphalt, 

concrete, oiled 111ac;1dem, ma<.adcm, gravel and 
cinders. Pt.•nnsylvania h;1s an:eptt·d 201. 7 miles 
of :\llentown's strt•ets for refunds in liquid fuel 
taxes. 

ln addition to handling strtTts, it is till· duty of 
thl' director of StrtTtS ;111d l'uhlic lmpro,·t·mt.·nts 
to supervist· storlll St'\\TIS, tlH· sanitan· st·,n·r 
sntt.·111. /.1111i11g and I lw 1n11nit·ipal g;1ra~l'- [ t is 
intnt'sting to ohsnn· that .-\lle11tow11's S l.S miles 
of storm st·\H·rs \\Tit' bid at a cost of lit .<,S0,000, 
hut that t ht·y· h;,n· a 1l'pbn·111t·nt ,·aim· of nHnt· 
than ~S.0(~).()()(l_ 

Then· an· I SI 111iks of sanitary SL'\\l'l"S within 
:\llt·lltown ;ind 3 7 111ilt·s of Ltter;tl houst· n>n-

1H·ct ions which connt·ct the t·it,·'s buildings to the 
rnlll'ciing li1ws. :\II st:wagt: t'rom these lines is 
pipt:d to a dispos;d plant on Kline's Island, in the 
Lehigh, for trl'atment. The plant is opt·n to 

Yisitors at all tillll'S. It was rnnstructcd with fore
sight; its present t.'ap;1cit:', of 17,300,()()() gallons 
dail_\" c111 be doubled. ( ;as collected from the 
treatment oper;1tio11 is 11st·d to lwat the building 
and furnish hot water throughout tlw plant. 

Water Supply 

:\llentown's first watc-r supply· was ohtaim·d 
from what was known as tlw :'\orthampton \\'att.•r 
Co. in 181(1. It operated a watn works at the site 
now o<.Tupit·d hy F,rnnt;1in Park bathing pool. 
About I 8SO the comp;111y· constructed a rt·serYoir 
at Fountain and 1'1aple Strct'ts. This held (>5,()()() 

gallons, adequat<: for the then 8SO families. 

Allentown did not purchase the water supply· 
system until 1869, obtaining it at a cost o0,;98,958. 
In 1887, Crystal Spring at Jefferson and Lawrenn· 
Streets' was purd1ased and work was started on 
construction of a pumping station. Schantz's 
Spring was procured in 1898, and in 1935, the JO 
million ~allon reservoir on South Mountain and 
the IO million gallon rt.'servoir on the East Sidt' 
were added to tlw syst<.·111. 

Today, according to figures l"<>lllpiled in du· 
c ffices of Counci!man Alexander M. Peters, direr
tor of Parks and Public Properties, the rity's 
water plant supplies 19,506,454 gallons daily.' It 
is estimated that 175.09 gallons is tht per t·apita 
daily average consumption. This is produced at 
a cost to the taxpayers of slightly more than I .I 
cents per thousand gallons. Plans rail for increase 
in the water supply system in the near future so 
the city will he prepared for expected needs of 
continued rapid expansion. 



,·l//01to:n1'.r 011t.rta11di11;: ri'ti':A'll ,-,, /,-fr 
a 11</ rt':'t'f((I ho1tfartor ,-,, ,lt-ath. 

1 n rn:ording thl' history of ,-\llcntown for tlw 
first third of thl' T\\'entieth l'entllt'\', the man 
whosr ci\'ic and industrial acti\'ities ·l·ontributul 
most to the growth and progress of tlw city was 
the late (;<'ll<'ral I larry Cla~· Trexler. 

\\'hilt· lumlwr and renwnt were· ( ;uwral 
Trexler's prinripal business interests, he carl_r saw 
tlw opportunity for the de\'elopment of public 
utilitil's. Ht· assistt>d in the organization of tlw 
Lehigh Tele/lhone Company, which later merged 
with the Be I Telephone Company. At the tinw 
of his death on November 17, 1933, General 
Trexler was Chairman of the Board of the Lehigh 
Portland Cement Company and ser\'ed as Director 
on the hoard of the National Powl'r & Light Co., 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company, Bell 
Telephone Co. of Penna. and the Lehigh Valle~· 
Railroad Company. 

He operated sevl'n thousand acres of highl~· 
productive farms, orchards, poultry farms, sheep 
ranch and a commen-ial trout hatchcn·. He was 
an advocate of wild life conservation an·d his Game 
Preserve with large herds of huffalo, elk and deer 
has become a show place in the East. 

Hmvever extensive his business and agricultur
al activities, these represented only a part of the 
varied interests with which General Trexler 

mTupird himself. During the mobilization of the 
Pennsyl\'ania ~ ;itional Guard troops for the 
:\lcxican Bernier service in 1916 and again for 
World \\'ar I, he was inducted into Federal Set\'ice 
and srr\'ed as a l'oionel in the Quartermaster 
Corps and in hoth campaigns he was commended 
h~· the Federal Go\'crnment for his capable ser\'ice 
as an administrator. He retired from militan· 
ser\'ice with the rank of Brigadier General oi1 
April 22, 1918. For many years he was president 
of the Board of Trustees of the Allentown State 
Hospital, a Trustee of the Sacred Heat~ Hospital 
in Allentown and the St. Luke's Hospital at 
Bethlehem. He was a member of the first Board 
of Truste~s of the Allentown Hospital. He was 
also a Trustee of Lehigh Uni\'ersity, Iv1uhlenberg 
and Franklin f: Marshall Colleges, which latter 
college conferred upon him the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws. General Trexler served for 
mall\' vears as Chairman of the Allentown Cit ,r 
Pla11nii1g Commission and gave valuable assist
ance and financial aid in the development of the 
Little Lehigh Parb•,ay and \Vest Park. 

During their lifetime, the welfare of human
kind was his and Mrs. Trexler's constant solicitude 
and objective and hy their wills this philanthropy 
is perpetuated fo,· the use, benefit and en_ioyment 
of the present and of future generations. 
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Allentown: A Brief History 
by 

rvI1:1.vILLE J. BoYER 

,\'rcrt'lary, l,t'high County llistori((d Society 

( )nr t\\o hundrrd \T;tt s ;1go in this part of 
Penn's \\"ooc's and south of tlw 1nc·sc·nt confi11l's 
of the (_ 'it_,· of .-\!lento\\ 11, land w;1s dt:l'dl'd to 
\\"illiam Pc·nn ;111d his :H•i:s in c·xch:1ngc· for ;1 
fc·w µ:uns, nuts, hbnkl'ts, and kt·ttks. To 
thl' north and rolllJLising thl' prc:sc-nt sitl' of 

:\lkntown, as \\t·II as "hat is ll'-"' Lehigh Co1111t>·• 
tlw area \\ as del'ded in 173(, by tm:nty-t hnT 
Indian chil'fs of till' fiH grl'at nations to _John, 
Thom;1s, and Richard Pc·tm, sons of \\'illiam 
Pt.·ntl. The prin· was murh higher: hundrl'ds of 
items, including sh<,es ;ind huckks, hats, shirts, 
kniws, scissors, combs, neeclks, looking gl:1sst·s, 
rum, and pipes. Twt.•11ty \'l'ars later, h(me,Tr 
at Easton, a Ddaw;1re chil'f, T<·ed_y-u-s1.·ung, 
stamped his foot upon tht: l'arth :111cl said th·: 
reason his pl'opk warred against tlw white pt'opk 
was that this ground \\·as his inherit anre and had 
heen taken from him b_y fraud. Down through 
the years atTo\\ heads, fish s1wa1s, s1:r:qwrs, and 
other impknwnts, found "itl1in tlw preSl'tlt area 
of Alkntown and on the isbnd in the Lehigh, 
Yerify that this was the n·d 111an's l10me and 
hunting ground. S<"veral of their main trails 
crossed this cou11ty though tlwn· is no n·rord 
of any large Indian town here. 

A Hunting and Fishing Lodge 
The founder of Allentown, \\'illiam Allen, 

acquired this area from Thomas Penn after a 
survey in I 739. Twefye y<·ars earlier a trat·t in 
the present Monroe county had also been surveyed 
for him. This man, whom Allentonians will 
always honor, was an influential and wealthy 
Philadelphia merrhant, iron-master, land spt:'ru
later, ship--0wner~ mayor of Philadelphia, assem
bl_yman, jurist, and philanthropist. He enter
tained his Philadelphia frit·11<ls at the beautiful 
junction of the west hr;rnrh of the Delaware (now 

the Lehigh) and the Little Lehigh with tht> 
Jordan in a log house ererted as a hunting and 
fishing lodge. This was the first house huilt on 

Allen's tract of 5000 acres. Its location was given 
on a draft of a road laid out in 1753 from Easton 
to Reading. The previous year, 1752, the county 
of Northampton was erected and named by 

Thomas Pc·nn in a lettt·r to ( 'olonial ( ;on·rnor 
j;11rn·s I la111ilto11 (.\lien's h1odwr-i11-la\,·J, in honor 
of Tl10111;1s P<'nn 's father-in-law ,, ho Ii \'ed in 
:\11nha111p1011shin·. England. This earh· road 
to the ,,t·st p;1ssed h\ .\lll'n's log house where 
ollCl' \H·H· c·11tnt ai11nl John Pc·nn and (io\·emor 
I lamilton, ;ind c·xt<'11dnl \\est ,urd along the 
prl'scnt l ·11io11 and Ja1.·kson stn·C'tS in this city. 

The Original Town Plan 

Though t·ightt.·en ~·t·ars carli<·r a fc:w permanent 
stone houSl'S had hec:n built to tht north, as 
along the _lord.111 in 17-H. \Villiam :\lien did not 
lay out as a town thl' choicest portion of his vast 
ancagl' until I h>2. To it he officiall_y gave the 
nanw ":\orthampton". \'iewers appointed in 
th;1t yl'ar hy the Court at Easton reported that 
thn· had laid out a road from \\"hitehall town
ship to "the Ill'\\. to\,·n called :\onhampton." 
The original pL111 cut up the tmn1 into forty-two 
blocks or a total of 7)(J lots, usually sixty feet 
widl', arnl t·xtt·rnling from our present Fourth 
to Tenth and Lihl·rt~· to l 7nion streets. Se,·c11th 
street was then named ".-\lien" on the plan. This 
street was a link in the road from the Blue moun
tains to join the King's Highway to Philadelphia 
from 1kt h\dwm. Other streets laid out were: 
I lamilton, i11 honor of tlw hrotht.·r-in-law, Govern
or JanH'S Hamilton, ~largaret, now Fifth; \\"illiam, 
Sixth; Janws, Eighth; Ann, ;\;inth; Andrew, 
Lindl'n; John, \\'alnut; in honor of the founder's 
children. Turner street was named in honor of 
the founder's business partner, Joseph Turner; 
Chew street, for Benjamin Chew; Gordon, for 
Sir Patrick Gordon, a former colonial governor. 

Herc a dozen or more houses were built by 
July 1762, one a stone house at 107 North 
Seventh, today a part of a business establishment 
on the same site. At th? end of that year the 
assrssment list named thirteen persons as resi
dents. Two yrars later t\,enty-eight taxable 
persons were listed. The town had twenty
nine houses in 1765. One year later the list 
shows how these residents earned a living: five 
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were tailors; four, laborers; three, joiners; tluet', 
innkeepers; two each, masons, shopkeepers, 
bakers, and shoemakers; and one (':tch, a potter, 
carpent('r, coope1, wagoner, smith, locksmith, 
hutdlt'r. Four were_ "poor". It ma~· bl' 1ntn
t'Sting to note thne was no polic<'man. 

A Frontier Refuge 
111 thl' Fall of 17(,3 this tmrn was n,mdl'd 

\,irh hundreds of refugel's, !IH·n, wo11u.·11 and 
children, who fled from the north when a band 
of Indians mad(· a murderous attack upon the 
inhabitants of what is 110\\' \\'hitC'ktll to\, nship. 
Fortunatd~· Colonel James Burd, fanw11s builder 
of military roads and defense forts, w;1s in town 
and organized a compan~· of t\\'(•nt_y-fin· men for 
defense. He ow1wd property in the town and 
at one time drilh·d for watl·r planning to settle 
his family here, hut changed his plans \\ishing 
not to expost• his famih- to tlie dangers from the 
"faithless Barbarians in the bl'st frontier pbrl' 
in this Province". After participating in many 
Indian disputes and 111urh tra n·I from one out-
1wst to another he n.·rnrned to rivilian lifo Ill 

l.ancaster in 17(,-t. 
\Vithin the first year two log churches wt•1-e 

built in Northampton: one, the oldest, Zion 
Reformed, famous for pro,·iding a haven for the 
Lihcrty Bell fifteen years later when the British 
occupied Philadelphia; and the other, St. Paul's 
E,·angelical Lutl1(,r;\n, where today in a basement 
crypt repose the remains of one of the founder's 
grand-daughters, Margaret Elizabeth (l'vlrs. 
\Villiam Tilghman). These churches wt-re joint 
houses of worship for the Reformed and Lutheran 
rnngregatin. ,. The services were held exclusively 
in the German language and cff.,rts to ohtain 
English prca.:-hing were not made until 1820. 

The Founder's Son 
Takes Over 

Colonel David Deshler, later to become 
prominent as a forage master during the Revoh1-
tion, lived here until 1783 and operated a grist 
mill on the Little L{:high. In 1767 William 
Allen's son, James, became the proprietor of 
"Northampton Town", as it was sometimes 
designated. He had been a youth of twenty 
studying law in London in I 762 when his fath~r 
founded Allentown. The father deeded to the 

son 3,BH ancs in and about the town. The 
deed was ;H'knowledged before George Ta~'lor, 
then Justice of the Peace, later a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, whose country 
home is tocla~· preserved as an historical l:ind-
111ark on the east bank of the Lehigh at Catasa11-
q11;1. It ma~· lw noted in passing that tht· father 
and founder, \\'illiam .-\llt-11, \\·;1s a widower when 
lie laid out :\llento\\·11. :\s (':trly as 1750 he had 
t·stahlished his co1111tr_,. lwnH· ar ".\It. ,..\ir~·", 
;1 mansion 011 fony-sen·n acres ;1t (;ermantown 
"·hert' th(' L11tl1eran ~emin;n~· is located today. 

Three y<·ars aftt·r acquiring this town from 

his father, lames in I 770 built a substantial 
stone mansic~n which he n;,med "Trout Hall" in 
honor of the trout in the nearhr streams. This 
mansion now houses the library and museum of 
Tlw Lehigh County Historical Society, in Allen 
Park, Fourth and \\'alnut streets. \\1e can form 
so111e idea of the beaut~· of rhe surroundings and 
the nearhy Lehigh river from a (ierman traveler 
who wrote:" ... the h;mks of the Lehigh ... with 
a magical beaut\' show united every charm of a 
delectable region. Almost all the finest American 
shrubs and trees push forward to lend the scene 
heightent.>d grace, their branches flung far over 
the river and shadows cast ... The Lehigh river 
is ... a sc,ft, clear, pure stream, flowing over a 
rockv bottom." Soon war clouds threatened this 
peac~·ful scene as elsewhere in th<· American 
colonies. \Villiam Allen hi111self in 1763 h~1d de
laved passagt' of the Stamp Act during his "isit 
with his two daughters to England. The bill 
was then he fore Pai liament "nd Allen used his 
influl'nn· and that of other influential person
ages in the House of Commons to oppose it. 

The DIiemma of Loyalty 
Back home here \Vitiiam, his family, and 

friends sided with the colonies, though it is stated 
tl at in 1775 he donated a quantity of cannon 
shot to the Council of Safety, which hody "re
turned thanks for his generous donation"; but 
he preferred to maintain union with Great 
Britain and as a member of the Assembly labored 
to that end. How~ver, after that memorable 
Fourth of Julv decision, he secluded himself. He 
still regardei himself a:, a loyal subject of his 
King and became convinced that the leaders of 
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resistance to an unconstitutional act had other 
moti,'es than his in opposing tlw British ministry, 
that a spirit of Rebellion was unnecessary. In 
a lengthy letter Tht' .!111aica11 Cri.ris (177-1). lw 
made proposals to a\'oid open rnnflict. I le re
tired from the :\ssemhly in 177(> ;111d died a 
loyalist four years later. tlis son, James, while 
residing at Trout Hall during the l'arl~· months 
of the war saw thousands of \\·agons p;1ss his 
door, writing in his diar~·: "Tlw road from 
Easton to Rl·ading. by my house, is no\\· thl' 1110st 
traYelled in :\nwric1." Hut IH' ,,·;1s suhjl'ct to 

suspicion as a Tor~·. 

:\t Trout I lall earh· om· morning a g11ard of 
soldiers with fixed kn·o,wts had arrested him i11 
December, 177(,, taken him to Philadelphi;1 and 
placed him on parole on condition lw st a~· within 
six miles of that city. I lis brothers, John, .-\n
drew, and \\'illiam placed themselves eithn u11dn 
the protection of or joined the British army. 
His sister, Anne, was the wife of John Pl'nn, 
grandson of William Penn. Her husband was 
confined at Frederickshurg, \'irginia, because he 
refused to sign a parole. 

ln December, 1777, James 1\llen rode to 
Valley Forge and dined at headquarters with 
General \Vashington. From the Gener;il he pro
cured a pass for his family to enter Philadelphia, 
then occupied by the British. In Fehrnar~, 1778, 
he remained there never to return to Trout 
Hall, although he wrote he preferred to li\'e lwre 
had he guarantees of sec11tity in person and 
property. During 0'..'toher and Novembrr, 1777, 
he related how he had "remained at Trout Hall 
a calm spectator of the Ci\'il \\'ar, but occa!,ic 1ially 
gave great offc11<:e to the violent \\'higs in North
ampton by entertaining the regular (British) 
officers, our prisoners, and was often threatened 
on that accoun~." He died in September of the 
following year having willed his estate at North
ampton (Allentown) to his ~hildren. His widow 
later married United States Senator John 
Lawrence of New York, and resided in Trnut 
Hall for some time. 

An Arsenal of Independence 
After slightly more than a decade of growth, 

Allentown had in its founding family of Allens 
staunch opponents of the cause of independence. 
However, all during the war the people of the 

town were intensely patriotic and supplied the 
continental arn1~· with supplies, military stores, 
grain, forage, horses, ; nd ,,·agons. ( )n David 
Deshler's waH·rwheel-powered grindstone bay
onets ,n·n· ground. The accounts shm,· that up 
to J;111uar~·. 1779, seven pistols, 2,657 muskets, 
2,S22 ba~·o,wts, and 83 rifles were dl'lin:n·d from 
the armourer's stores here. Thc- cont·sprn1<knc<' 
of dep11t~· q11;1rtermaster Ceneral J acoh \Veiss, 
\\·ho later laid out \\'eissport and was om· of till' 
organizns of the Ll'high ( 'oal ~line ( 'ompan_,·, 
wrirtl·n from the ston·s depot at Easton to l);l\·id 
Dl·shle:-, \\ ho in 17(>~ had 01wned the first store 
in i\llento,, 11, shows the important service render
t·cl hy this ron1nll1nity. Through the to\\n's 
stn·t·ts \\t·n· lt-d the arnl\·'s Lttigucd and undnfrd 
horsl's to he ,, intnecl among thi Ltr11H·rs in the 
;nea. \\ ct11Hkd sold ins "ere ca red for in the 
honH·s of ritizt·ns and in Zion Rdormed ( 'hurd1, 
the bl'II of ,, hid1, now hanging today in a small 
town of thirtct·n sto1ws, rang out for indqwnde1H·e 
;111d is n.·,·ered as :\I kn town's Lih<'rn· Bell. f kss
ian prisoners Wl·te held here for ;1 time 1H·ar th<' 
foot of Gordon stn·et. 

Post War Trade and Travel 

J\r the dose of tlw Revolution the life of Allen
town resumed its normal growth. The ferry 
across th<' Lehigh continued to operate as th<.' east
ern exit to Bethlehem until, after two unsw:cessful 
att(•mpts to organize and finance a bridge project 
since 1797, the first hridge, a chain bridge, was 
opc·ncd to tra\'el in l~H. The flood of 1841 
swept away this first bridge, when a cov<.'red 
wooden roll bridge was erected, only to he swept 
away, midnight, 1862. 

By the time of the first c<.'nsus, 1790, Allen
town had a population of 486. which increased 
to 710 hy 1810. It may he assumed, however, 
that economic affairs were not in good shape. 
The cost of living had sky-rocketed and continen
tal money was worthless. In the town, in 1781, 
sugar was n,elve dollars a pound; coffee, twenty 
dollars; tea, seventy-five dollars a pound; a 
spelling hook, twenty dollars; a paper of pins, 
two dollars. Three years earlier the military 
workers and the saddlers had gone on a strike for 
higher rations. 

(C,,111i11u1d on Page 19) 
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Soon tra\·el by road and river was improved. 
Before the war by legislative act navigation on 
the Lehigh was to have lwen improved. ;\ lottery 
granted hy legislative acr in l 7()8 to finance the 
Lehigh Navigation Company'i; progr;1m was 
operated here in 1803 and three J\llentonians held 
the nght tick<:ts for a $S.IO prizl' each. In 1806 
Sl'\·cral hundred bushels of" coal passt·d through 
tm,n on an "ark" to a consumer-resisting m;1rket 
in Philadelphia. During the next· yTars many· 
''arks'' ,n·n· wrecked. I landhills in English ;111d 

(ierman wne distributed to expl:1in tlw n10dt· of 
burning c,ial. :\fter learning its u~t.· thl' smiths 
of :\llentm,n and :dong the rin·r to the 1101th 
sal\':1ged their rn:il during low watn for thC'ir 
forges. By· I ~29 the c:111al was completed, ample 
n·idenct· of ,,hich exists toda~· in tm,p;1th, lock. 
and locktendt·r's house re111ains .\\·ithin the cit\' 
limits. The first packet-boat. the "S\\·;:n·•. 
t'apt. \V. E. \\'ells, "ith passengers in gala mood 
sailed hy in July of that year and scheduled 1egu
lar trips. Canal boating as a business ceased in 
1931 and the canal abandoned after tlw flood 
of 19-1-2. Ratt·s of toll per ton were fixed in 1829 
at I :1 , cents per ton for t'\'ery six feet of lorkagt.· 
on limestone, manure, day, stone, <'arth, lwnn·t.·n 
Allentown and Bethlehem; be ween [\,Jauch Chunk 
and Allentown, 3-l 1 :! cents per ton. Howe,·t·r, 
th<' 11pstre:im rate between Bethlehem and 
Allentown was seven n·11ts. In the canal super
intendent's diary· at the close of J9I 7, to indicate 
some of the reasons for the canal's failure, we 
read: "This was one Hell of a ~·ear. Labor 
scar<.:{·, high water. No boatmen. food high 
cost sheet going \\Tong way . . . I {ell has no 
terror; can't he any worse than try111g to run a 
damned old ditch like this." 

County Seat and Courthouse 
Problems 

Population growth to the north, east, and west 
of Allentown had been steady in tht· decades 
prior to the improvement of canal transportation. 
Pennsylvania German settlers had migrated north 
from Philadelphia in large numbers. As early 
as 1792, hccause of this growth in population, 
the Allen family had made an unsuLTessful 
effort to establish a separate county with Allen
town as the county seat. The legislature was 
petitioned but the Penn heirs defeated the move-

ment. Mrs. John Lawrence, the former Mrs. 
James Allen, wrote to Judge Peter Rhoads here 
requesting him to determine for her whether the 
peoplt: of Bethlehem in case of a division preferred 
to be included in that (division) of Easton or 
of t\lle:itown. "It will he necessary," she wrote, 
"that I should ht> acquainted with dw determin
ation of the i\loravians before the lines which 
are to divide thl' counties can be determined." 
Li I 811, during Covernor Simon Snyder's admin
istration, Alll'ntow11 was incorporated ;1s a bor
ough. :\ clause in the act then provided that the 
town sl101dd be named the "Borough of :\orth
ampton." The name \\·;1s officially changed to 
,-\llentown in 1838. 

\\'hen the Assembly erected Lehigh County 
in I 812 the lines of the new count,· were set 

''beginning at the Bethlehem line where it joins 
till' river Lehigh." thence north; thus explaining 
that as Bethlehem grew to the westward, residents 
of th:it com1111111ity today transact their legal 
business at the courthouse in Allentown. The 
questior:. of the location of the courthouse in 
Allentown caused rnme controversy at first. 
i\lillerstown, now Marnngie, had been proposed, 
as had (;uthsvillc to the north. Some advocated 
that the public buildings of the county should 
lw erected upon the Market Square in Allentown. 
Howt.·\·t•r, the choice for the present site was 
determined when \\'illiam Tilghman, James 
Allen's son-in-law, sold to the first county com
missioners for the sum one hundred dollars 
two lots on the northwest corner of Hamilton anJ 
Margaret (no\\ Fifth) streets. The deed pro
vided for an annual rental of four dollars which 
curiously was however never to he "demanded 
or received hy the party of the first part, his 
heirs," etc. In the same year a lot was deeded 
to the commissioners on the southeast corner 
of lVf argan:t and Andrew (now Fifth and Linden) 
streets for a cotmty jail. 

To the choice thus made almost one hundred 
and forty years ago we cat1 attribute much of 
the prominence of Allentown today as the legal 
and husiness center of the Lehigh Valley. The 
first sessions of the Courts of Common Pleas and 
General Quarter Sessions were held in the house 
of George Savitz, a n,·o-story stone structure~ 
later to become the Hotel Allen. The follm•.ring 

(Cuntinutd on Par,t 21) 
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year, 1813, rourt sessions were held on the 
sl'rond floor of the jail built on the site 111e11tioned 
;il1on·, where sessions were held until completion 
of the rnurthouse in the summer of I 718. The 
huge lork and key of that first jail are amon~ the 
prized 11111seu111 pieces at Trout Hall today. 
Thl' present jail on Fourth street was built in 
l~(,9. For the first ten months of tlu· county's 
existt·nn·, or up to January l, rnt3, the total 
exp< 11ses \\'l'I"<' ~3(18.82. pro\'i<lt-d out bf a donation 
of ortl' thousand dollars made by Janws (;rcen
ll'af. son-in-Liw of James :\llc·n. Taxl's and 
assessments wc·n· low in those days. Borough 
taxes were one mill ;ind a h;tlf. Tlw total tax 
duplicate le\'ied in this town for the year 1811 
was ~187.43.1 :!. For 1813 tlw count~· tax total 
le\'ied was ~5(,9.3 S. I 11 I 81-1 orclinann·s were 
passed prohibiting tlw practice vf allowing an~· 
kind of horned <.·attle to remain ;1t night on the 
stret'ts and alkys from April I st to Dn·<.·111hl'r 
1st. Fines were specified of one dollar for rnnninl! 
at largt of horses, st·\'t·nty-fin· rents for hogs, 
and fifty rents for gc·est·. 

Musicians and Bonfires 
At this tinH' tlw borough was again c·xcited 

h~· thr rall to arms. The \Var of 1812 was wagl'd. 
Thl' British homhard<'d Baltimor<' and th<' l'apitol 
was hurned ;1t \Vashingto11. ( )11 the mark<'tplace 
in tlw borough of Northampton two military 
rn111panies met in full uniform in response to 
(iowrnor Snyder's call, while another company 
of regulars passed through town to the defense 
of the sea coast. A local paper reported the 
movement of light infontr~· ( the Northampton 
Blues) and rifle companil's through here to 
Philadelphia. After three months' service the 
Blues returned and attended Lutheran rhun .. ·h 
services in full uniform. None of these companies 
had hrcn in l·omhat hut they had loyally answered 
their countr~''s rail. \Vhe11 news arri,·ecl of 
Jackson's victor~· in 1815, tlw hnrough w;1s the 
sn·11<· of a great demonstration hy cannon i-:1lutc, 
honfin•s, torchlight processions lwaded by a 
hand of musicians. 

It is intcn'sting to nott' that the Allentown 
Band, the oldest l·ivic hand organization in c>xist
t·nn· in the Unitt·d States today, was not then 
organizl'd. A hand from Bethll'l,cm hcadl'd the 
parade rl'fcrred to above. Several hands existed 

in Lehigh county according to newspaper accounts 
of J 825. The Allentown Band had evidently 
hcen organized some time prior to 1828 for the 
first recorded mention of it is found in the local 
Gt·rman newspaper, the Fritdnu-Bothe of July 
3, J 828, where it is mentioned as the "Northamp
ton militarischen l\·1usik-Bande". The press 
notice announced on that date that tickets were 
011 sale in the hand hall at twenty-fi\'e cents each 
for refn·sl1111C'nts to he scr\'ed the followin~ day 
;1t Fried's Spring in cde!,ration of the Fourth 
of July. 

A similar celehration had been held the previ
ous ~-<';tr, the flt'\\ s accounts naming the many 
selections {marches, etc.) played by a hand, not 
11a1111.:d, and stating that among many other toasts 
gi\'cn was this: ''Unrcr Caunty. Das Paradies 
\'Oil Pennwlvanit·n: Unser Stadt. Stark am 
Zunehmt:n, moege sit· es gferncrhin thun" (Our 
county. The paradise of Pennsylvania: Our 
town. Increasing rapidly, ma~· it continue to 
innTase). For many subsequent years this 
comnwnity t,1nk its Fourth of July celebrations 
seriousl~·. At da~·hrcak all the hells were rung, 
twenty-four shots were fired from the cannon <,n 
Hickory Hill, and the Allentown Band playing 
"Kriegs-i\lusik'' 111ard1ed to \\'orman's Spring 
at the end of L.1wre11ce stret·t. 

In IX92 the r,wmhcrs of the Allentown Band 
personally built I lw first outdoor shell at their 
musir stand in the fair grnunds. The nois\' 
boys of town had disturhed the concerts hy their 
yt•lling. Twenty-ft \'C years later, prior to radio, 
this hand serenad ~d during a Liherty Bond 
camp;,.ign parade de manager of a local hotel. 
He, by long distanc,· telephone, entertained the 
111anagcr of a New · t'ork hotel with the band's 
111usir. Other mort recently organized local 
musical institutions, their history, and their 
contributions to the n ltural growth of Allentown 
an· beyond the scope cf this Brief History. 

Sidewalks and A 
Markethouse 

Aftl'r the brief interlude of the \Var of 1812. 
the borough's l'OUtwil passed ordinances requiring 
lot-owners to set up curbstones and fix gutters. 
For tht• first time sidewalks were to he provided 
h~· the owners. Strt.·t·ts running north-south 
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were to be extended northward and owners 
notified to remove all timber standing thereon, 
but any crops growing thert·in were not to be 
harmed until after harvest. Despite the ordinanc
es street improvement lagged for about fifteen 
years until complaints to council led to grading 
and the appointment of a chief engineer. The 
names of the streets were changed to their present 
designation in 1853. By• the ordinance of that 
date houses were also to be numbered, beginning 
with number one at Ct:ntrr Square. l11 those 
days there were only three wards, Lehi~h, North 
and South wards. 

After 1817, when a markethouse was built, 
housewives took their market baskets to Center 
Square and filled them with the produce of the 
farm. \\'ednesdays and Saturdays were market 
days. In I 832 hay-scales were t·rected on the 
Square. For thirty-one years Centre Square 
was the marketplace of this town. After the 
fire of 1848 the markethousc was located on the 
present site of City Hall. Financial tra11sactions 
during this period took place in the Northampton 
Bank across the street from the markethousc. 
As the first hank here, it opened its doors in 1814 
and for twenty-eight years until its failurt· in 
1842 served the con11nunity. Its failure crippled 
the economic status of the community and the 
fortunes of many residents. Sewn other hanks 
were 0 11t ·ted, hut by 1877, when the \V. H. 
Blumer & Co. Bank failed, most· of them had 
suffered from a lack of public confidence in 
savings banks. The present Allentown National 
Bank was chartered in 1855 as the Allentown 
lfank. 

Staie-Coaches and The Mall 
At the dawn of the year 1855 Allentown had 

no railroad outlet. Five years later it had two, 
the Lehigh Valley and the East Pennsylvania, 
and it had a third, the Allentown and Auhurn, 
under construction. Up to this time stage-coach
es had arrived and departed on regular schedules 
as bus lines do today. The stage-coach was also 
known as the mail-coach. In )812, its terminus 
,, as located on Allen (Seventh) street at the 
Sign of the RainhcJ\'V. In J 828 it left Allentown 
at 5 a.m. daily, except Saturdays. The passengers 
breakfasted at Hellertown, dined at \Villow 
Grove, and arrived at Philadelphia in the after-

noon. The fare one way was thr<"e dollars. Se\'er
al coach companies operated here from time to 
time. Accounts of the time relate how drivers 
and passengers often experienced rough going. 
On one occasion in the flood of 1839 the dri\'er of 
the mail-coach was drowned in attempting to 

reach Allentown. The history of the local mail 
ser\'ice is beyond the scope of this sh·tch, hut it 
may he stated briefly that prior to ) 803 residents 
here received their mail at Bethlehem. Jn that 
year a post-office was established in the Compass 
and Square Hotel, lattr the Hotd Allen. ( ;eorgt· 
Savit.1,, whost· portrait hangs in Trout I lall, was 
the first postmaster. Philatelic rover-coll{'ctors 
may be surprised to know that in J 8(>2 and for 
seven years subsequently an office existed on 
Front street known as the Allentown Iron \Vorks 
Post Office. The Mountainville office was 01wn 
from 1870 to 1872 and again from 1876 to 1900. 
Prior to annexation another office had been 
maintained at Rittersville. 

The First Defenders 
\Vithin the period of the borough's history, 

two wars disturbed the quiet of this conmwnity 
of 8,000 population (186()). The Mexican \Var 
ended ;md in the summer of 1848 parades and 
demonstrations welcomed the rnurning local 
soldiers. Prior to the Civil \Var many 10<:;1I in
dependent military companies had been organ
ized. They were colorful units both as to their 
names and their uniforms. They held competitive 
drills and sometimes jousted politit·ally, as dicl 
the Lehigh Artillerists who split into the ffarrison 
Guards and the Van Buren Artillerists. At the 
time of the outhreak of the \Var of Secession the 
local Allen Infantry immediately offered its ser
vices to the Governor of the State. Never had 
a group of local soldiers received a finer send-off 
than this unit. The citizens gave them all a 
farewell dinner at the Eagle Hotel on the north
west corner of Seventh and If amilton Streets, 
placed a five-dollar state hank-note under each 
soldier's plate, and parked for each a hox of 
dothing. Dispatched by rail to defend the Capi
tal city, \Vashington, they met with a mob's 
hitter reception in Baltimore, hut arriV<'cl to pre
vent the fall of the Capital, and hccanH· known 
,ts "The First Defcnde, ,;". President Lincoln 

(Cu11ti1111td on l'agl' .!5) 



NATJONAL <WARD 
ARMORY 

Home· of the 51st A.A. Brigade 
and 213th Group, successors 
to nation's "First De-fenders". 

AMERICAN LEGION 
HOME 

Front of Herbert Paul Lentz 
Post 29, "hirthplace of the 
40 ct 8," I.cgion honor society. 

\'. F. IV. JfO~IE 

(;n·att'r Allt-ntown Post 13, 
ont' of nation's largest, meets 
hcrt·. 
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RED CROSS 

Lthigh County Chapter 
Houst, locattd on Walnut 
Street, west of Sixth. -
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PHOEBE JIO~IE 

St.owing ntw wing (110:v 
<omplrt,J) un,ltr construe· 
tion. 

..... 
...;..;.;. .. ~ ◄. 

(iOOD SHEPHERD 
HOME 

Lutheran Church sponsor• 
td, it works for rehabilita· 
tion of t1 ippl<'d rt·gardless 
of crt·cd or racl', 
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1wrso11all~· grc<.'ted them. During their rail 
11a11sfi:r in Baltimore all their All<·ntown gift 
hoxt·s ,wrc stoll'n. Again tlwir local friends sent 
supplil's of clothing and food of which they were 
h;1dl~· in want. They were quartered twelv(' days 
in till' Capitol building, after which they per
fi11111ed guard duty elsewhere. 

It is not possible to rebtc here the militar~· 
history of this 1wriod ;111tl the wholehearted local 
st1pport given the I 1nion cause. The niarw flags 
that wan- over the gra\'es of G.A.R. \'cterans in 
.-\llt·1Ho\\·n n·mt·tni('s t·ad1 Memorial Day ade
quatd~· lwspt';1k tlwir many ser\'in:s. Soml' of 
tll('ir ha_,·onets, swords, 111uskl'tS, drums, and 
hugll's ma~· he st.·t.·n at Trout I !all today. Th(' 
ritizl'11s of Key \Vest, Florida, whl'n sub_iect to 
rnion :\rm~· occupation, in gratitude for t:ourtt.·ous 
tn·at111t·11t from an Allentown ottirer, l'olorwl 
T. I I. (;ood, pn·senttd him with a gold-plated 
sword, also exhibited at Trout I Lill. 

Similarl~· on display is the All('fl I louse 
Rq.!i!ltlT for those da~·s recording the names of 
war-tilll(' visitors to Allentown. The following 
all' worth noting: ( ;e1H·ral \\'. Swtt; ( ;, Bunt her, 
l :.s. Quartermastt·r, L1.S. :\rsenal; (io\'l'n:or 
l 'urtin, l'amp \\'ashington, Easton; _lohn Ross, 
Choctaw ~;1tion; ~1ajor Amos Ettinger, Allt•n
town; S(·rge;mt B. F. Lerch, Baxtns Fire Zoa\'l'S; 
(;e,wr;tl (ieo. B. McClellan. \'irginia, U.S.A.; 
six 111t·11 for dinner, Budtail Riflr Rt.·gi111l·nt, 
P.I<. \'.C.; and the names of many men, followed 
Ii>· tilt' rkrk's note ·-"drafted". Some registered 
with a sense of humor. The t.•11tty for June 27th. 
18(>1, reads: "Stephen J\. Douglas Chicago". 
But the "little giant" had died twenty-five d;1~•s 
earlier. 011 the same date "\\'111. H. Seward" is 
entned. On October IJth, Colonel D. J. F. 
Dt·shler, "Hcll-crtow11" is ;1 guest. Several dis-
t :nguisllt'd foreign guests spent a day or so hcrt'. 
~O\'(•mlwr S. 1862, a representative of the Athletic 
lbst· Ball Club of Philadelphia, was a guest. 
111 June previous, Sanford's Opt•ra Troupe, 
t wdve men, including Sanford in pt.•rson, stayed 
l1t·n· and performed in the Odd Fellows Hall. A 
f1111t11ote entry for June 4, 1862, reads: "Great 
l;lood on tlw Lehigh (Bridgt.·s all gone along the 
l.d1igh from l'vlaw:h Chunk to Easton)". In 
t t·1111s of the hotel business of today it may he 
:-.;1id that today ;1 guest is only a number, identi
finl Ii~· a key, hut in the earl~· inns and hostelries 

a personal hospitable relationship existed between 
landlord and gul·st that has bet.·n lost. 

A Center of Education 
During the Civil \Var years ed1wation in 

Allentow11, then still a borou~h. was with much 
clitticult~· carried on in the public schools and 
the three pri\'ate schools. the Allentown Academy 
(founded in ] 823 ), the Allentown Seminary 
( founded 1848 ), and the Allentown Collegiate 
and l\lilitar~· Institute, founded in the second 
bst nar of that war. .!\l uhl,·nlll'rg l'olltge and 
the :\llt:ntmrn Colll'ge for \\'omen (now Cedar 
Crest College) were founded in 18(>7. Two years 
latt.·r the Allt·ntown Business College was estab
lished. The first school of homeopathic medical 
instruction in the world had been opened in 
Allento\\'n in I H35. The decule of the sixties 
saw the termination of the educational service 
to the rnmnrnnit\' of the first three institutions 
nH·ntioned above and dw birth of the three latter 
institutions which haH enriched the rnltural 
and business life of Allentown. \\'e ha ,·e ronw a 
long ,,·a~· since 177-! when Francis Turner taught 
here, our first sd10olmaster of record. \\'lwn 
the dl'cade of the sixties opened the :\llentown 
I ligh School was hut two years old. 

The Town Becomes A City 
The borough life of Allentown ceased .!\larch 

12, )8(,7, when a legislative act incorporated it as 
a city. During the next fony-fi\'e yt.·ars ten 
antwxations indicate the rapid growth of the 
rn1111111111ity since its founding a century and half 
earlier. In 1913 the bica111nal form of govern
ment, ronsisting of a select cm11H·il of fourteen and 
a t·onimon rnuncil of twenty-eight members, was 
replaced by a single courwil of fi\'c members in
cluding thr mayor. Allentown h;1d now arrind 
at full maturity politicall~·. lt had grown com
nwH·i::lly and industrially since the Ci vii \\';1r. 
It had a 1rn111erous citizt.·nr~· who had not onl>· 
servt·d in pn·vio11s wars. hut who as nH•mbers 
of the Pen11s\'lvani;1 National Guard had assisted 
in quelling the riot at the (. 'arnegir Stl'd i\lills in 
I 892. tlw disturhanas in tlw Hazleton coal 
district in 1897, and hacl rt.·stort.·d ordt·r in the coal 
fidds to tlw north in )9()() and 1902. During 
the Spanish-A111eril·an \\'ar the first compan~· of 

(Cc·11ti111ud u11 />agt .!(I) 
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infantry mustered from Pennsylvania into the 
national service was our local Co. B, 4th Regi
ment, National Guard. As a municipality it 
had yet to weather the feverish drafting and 
enlisting, the execution of war contracts, and tlw 
\'ictory Loan bond campaigning of \\'orld \Var 

I. It is quite fitting that our national Flag Day 
observance should have had an Allentown in
cept10n. 

Printers and The Local 
Press 

\\'hile it is impossible to n.-count tlw full 
histor>· of this city here, particularly to bring it 
up to tlw present, due credit to the sorial unity 
of all groups, whether of various national, rdig
ious, or racial origin, must he accorded the press 
and the many puhlislwrs thereof. TIH' earliest 
newspaper in :\llcntown, as were man>· of its 
competitors and surcessors, was printed in the 
Gc1:,1an language to llH't.'t the 11eeds of thC' large 
German clement. As early as 1807 Carl Brneck
mann had founded a week)\' Allentown paper. 

,!!AM(VS; 
1'('fqH ~ · 
STORr:, 

--."SJ ~RICAN 
~•-,~ HOTEL 

The l 111abhan1r, iga Rtp11blil..·a 11tr (Democratic) 
was· established in 18IO. J)a Fritdn1s Hott' 

(indq,endcnt) was the fourth oldest in l·irculation. 
From 1807 to about )9()() the Germ:111 press of 

this rommunity not onl>· ga,·t· cohesion to its 
readers in the form of weekly and daily news
papns hut in thl' divers<-' products of tl'xthooks, 
hymnals, birth and baptismal certificatt·s, call'n
dars, catt•chisms, A BC hooks, etc. It was, of 
rourse, prl'dominantl>· Lutlwran. N'o less than 
sixty German puhlishl'rs up to l'J()() affordl'd 
rnltural unin· ro tlw thrift\' Gnman residt·nts. . . 

The English press h;1s sinre he«·n eq11all>· influ-
t.·ntial, its earlit.·st in :1ppearanrl' h:1ving been thl' 
l.t·high <.'t'11ti11t·I, 1817. Sinrl' J8<Jo, :iftt'r thl' 
original (;erman migrations had ended, other 
national immigrant groups made Alll'nto\\'n 
their lwnw. The iron, stet'), t<·xtile, and otlwr 
industril's brought tlwm herl'. As in the case of 
the Penns>·l\'alli:1 ( ;nman, thl'y too havl' ro11-
trih11tl'd to the cosnu>politan d1arartt.·r of Allen
town by their art, their music, and their folk
lore. 



CIVIC GUARDIANS 
Toj• left: 

.<\llcntown fin.:men have .annual sprinK tra1ntnK progr;ims; this 
is hook and b.ddcr practice. 

Top righ': 
A "c.uad" truck, amon~ the newer p1crts of cquipmcnt tn 
fire 1>epanment. 

Lo-.ur rigltt: 
Allentowr.·:: police must undergo public inspection twice each 
year. 
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ALLENTOWN'S MOST FAMILIAR LANDMARK> the Pennsylvania l'owtr anJ Light Co. office building 
at Ninth and H1milton Street•, seen from the air. 



Indust,,.ial Allentown 
by 

Chamber of Commerce of Allentown 

Interwoven in the development of Allentown 
as an industrial center .ire stories of the founding 
of transportation systems, the search for basic 
materials in the earth and the constant urge to 
produce better products. Combined with the 
city's strategic location in reference to major 
m,trkl'ts, these factors have made Allentown 
:,nc of the most important industrial cities 111 

the statl'. 

A rn111111t111ity which produces a varil'ty of 
manufactured products such as Allentown docs 
not suffer from the sudden, and sometimes vio
lent fluctuations in earning power which com
monly affect cities de1wndent upon a single 
large industr~·. 

Diversifu:;1tion provides stability and this 
S{'llse of security prompted industrial workers to 
t·stahlish roots here for tlwir families, making 
it one of the leading home-owning l'omnHmities 
in the nation. 

Today the city is the center of the third largest 
i11d11strial production area in the st ate, being 
surpassed only hy Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, 
and its plants produce m;iny hundreds of differ
rnt itl'lllS, l'ach contributing its sharl' to the 
stahilizl'd earning power of the comn1t111ity. 

\Vhile the early German settlers brought with 
them large quantities of equipment and supplies 
for clearing and tilling the land tlwy wt.•re not 
sl'lf-sufticient and their first need was the est:ih
lishment of comnnmication with other communi
ties where they could procure supplies from time 
to time. 

The Early Days 

The first established romm1111ication was 
madt: in 1763, when a stage coach route was in
augurated from the Sun Inn, Bethlehem, to 
Phil;idelphia. Local residents forded the Lehigh 
river and journeyed either by horse or afoot t~> 
Bethlehem, where they pro.·med transport.ltion 
to Philadelphia. 

The only other l'ontacts established were 
those with the trappers and residents of small 
communities north of the city, who came to 
Allentown by boat to trade pelts and procure 

supplies. The traffic on the river was so great 
that in I 771 the General Assemhly declared the 
Lehigh riwr a common highway. It was not 
until I 766 that a ferry was estahlished across 
the river a short dist,mcc hclow the site of the 
present bridge. 

In I 764, in addition to a shopkeeper, the busi
rwssmen of the city included such artisans as a 
potter, a tailor, a mason, a carpenter, a locksmith, 
a cooper, a wagoner, a blacksmith, a butcher, a 
joiner and a baker. 

Oddly, the rommtmity's first industrial plants 
were thrust upon it. During the Revolutionary 
\Var, leaders of the continental forces found 
it expedient to transfer a cartridge making plant 
from Philadelphia to prevent its capture and 
destruction hy the British. Shortly after the 
Liherty Bell and the hells of Christ Church were 
brought here for concealment in Zion Reformed 
Church the cartridge plant was brought here in 
the same manner as the bells. 

Later in the same year a plant was opened 
here for the repair of arms, .rnd also a plant for 
the manuf;u:ture of saddles and scahhards for 
ha\'oncts. The Pennsylvania German rifles used 
by \\'ashington's sharpshooters were hand-turned 
in Allentown. It is recorded that there were 
I 2,000 stands of rifles on hand in Allentown at 
the dos,· of the war. The plants were abandoned 
aftt·r the war and the people of the little scttle
mrnt n·turned to normal life. 

Necessity Forded Expansion 

Necessity brought about the earliest of 
Allentown's own industrial operations. The high 
cost of transportation and the long waits for 
supplies together with the demand for more 
housing prompted David Deshler, the city's first 
shopkeeper, to open a saw mill in I 782. Other 
purely local needs prompted the opening of other 
industrial operations and b~, 1814 the list of 
industrial plants in the city induded flour mills, 
saw mills, two s;lddle makers, a tannery and a 
tan yard, a woolen mill, a card weaving plant, 
two gunsmiths, two tobatTonists, two dock-

(C(l11/i11u1d (ltz Pugt 32) 
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makers and two printer.-;. Onr of the printers 
was Schlechter's and this establishment has 
operated under the control of the same family 
in Allentown since 1810. 

The actual foundation for the city's i11dus
trial development was laid by the discovery of 
coal thirty miles north of the city in 1792 and 
the discovery of iron ore near Shimersville 
in 1809. 

Immediately following the discovery of coal, 
the Lthigh Coal l\,Jine Company was formed 
locally and it acquired 10,()0() acres of coal lands 
in Carhon County. The land remained idle for 
several years because of a lack of transportation 
facilities. 

In 1798 the Lehigh Navig.1tion Company was 
formed for the development of transportation 
on the river. Crude hear trnp dams were con
structed to change water levels when needed 
and in 1806 severnl hundred poun<ls of coal were 
loaded on an "ark" and transported to Philadel
phia. In 1827 work was started on the construc
tion of the canal which was to prove a major 
factor in transportation of freight in this area 
until early in the present century. The coal 
and navigation companies were merged later to 
form the Lehigh N.ivigation Coal Company. 

\Vith coal and lumber available and transpor
tation const.inrly improving, the community grew 
rapidly and needs for various items i11rreased. 
A carriage making plant was opened by Charles 
Scattergood in 1820 and a cabinet making shop 
was openerl by Isaac Erdman in 1830. The days 
about the city furnished the material for the first 
brick-making plant in 1838. 1\1eanwhile, heds 
of iron ore had been discovered in the hills sur
rounding the city and a furnace was constructed 
in 1846 for the production of pig iron by the 
Allentown Iron Company. The furnace was 
opened in 1847 under the supervision of Samuel 
Lewis, an expert in iron production, and this led 
to the opening of plants for a wide variety of 
metal products. 

A list of the industries in the city hefore 
the Civil War discloses that there were plants 
for the manufacture of agricultural implements, 
railroad spikes, files, ornamental iron, guns: \V. 
F. Mosser's axle plant founded in 1863, Ahiel 
Heilman's boiler works founded in 1863, C. F. 

l\7olfertz's pen and pocket cutlery plant founded 
in 1862, a forge shop, foundry and m.1chinc 
shops, the Allentown Rolling Mills founded in 
1860, eight brick yards, a saw mill, the Ailentown 
Paint factory founded in 18(-0, two shoe factories, 
last manufacturers and a piano factory rogrthrr 
with flour mills, hreweries and distilleries Allen
town's metal plants produced ~121,680,5(K) worth 
of products in 19-l 7 while wages amounted to 
$27,52-lA0O. 

The .\llentown Rolling 1\1 ills was the parent 
company for the present Aldrich Pump Company 
which along with Heilman's boiler works, the 
\Volfertz Company and tlw Allentown f>ai1,t 
Company are still operating in the city. 

Railroad Development 
The manufacture of r~1ilroad spikt·s was the 

direct result of tlw chartering of the Delawan·, 
Lehigh, Schuylkill and Susquehanna Railroad, 
which later became the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
The charter was granted in 1846 ;111d tl1<.: com
pany was granted rights from Eastern to Mahoning 
Creek. Before the charter was granted the 
founders of the railroad had to prove definitely 
to the l'anal l'ommissioners that the 01wning of 
the road would not injure the operation of till' 
canal. Actual construction work on the road 
was not started until 1851 and late in 1855 four 
locomotives were ordered and ;rnthority giv<'n 
for the erection of stations at Easton, Allentown 
and M.iuch Chunk. The railroad was placed in 
operation in September of that year. Connt'r
tions for New York wcr<· made via the Central 
Railroad of New Jersey and later conm·ctions 
with Philadelphia were nwde via the Perkionwn 
railroad which operated between Norristown and 
Freemansburg. 

The Central Railroad was not a factor in local 
transportation until after the flood of 18(>2 
which seriously damaged the canal. A charter 
was granted to the Lehigh and Susquehanna 
Railroad and it was given rights from White 
Haven to Mauch Chunk and Easton. Later it 
became the Central Railroad of Pennsylvania. 

The Reading Lines entered the city soon 
afterward and the Lehigh and New England 
Railroad was completed to Bethlehem in 18<,1 
hut not extended to Allentown until 1912. 

(Continutd on Pagt .·6) 



Allentown Paint Manufacturing Co. 
Oldc3f Ready-Mixed Paint Manufacturing Company in America 

E s t a b I i s h t· 11 1 n 1 S :i 5 

A:'\ ESTABLISH!\IENT THAT HAS (;J{{)\\'N \VITI-I ALLENTO\VN AND LEHIGH COUNTY 

o.-\ )' ;1f11·r till· dt·rtion of Prt·sitf1·111 Ja11H·s Bud1a11a11. 
a tt·am from \\'111. F. ~lossn's Fo1111drv 1·anw to a 

h;,lr on :"\orth l.umhn Strt't'I. 011 it was ;1 sn;;,ll 111ad1in1·, 
r•·~1·111hli11g an in· n1·;1m fr1·1·11·r. 

lht· drivn s11·pp1·d into a small h11ilding on tht· rt·ar of 
11k1t now is th1· (;rand F & \\' Silnr Stort' and announrnl 
"_J;1kl', l1t·rl''s your paint mill." 

.\nd so, Jaroh BH·inil,!, who had ht·l'll making paint by 
li;111d sinn· IS:i:i ad,lt-d his first 1·quipnwnt- ;111 Allt·ntown 
p1od11rt in 1h-si1,:11 a11d manufat·tlJrt•. 
.\ftl'I till· l'i\'il \\'ar, :\lfrnl J. Bri·iniu, his son, ldt Alkn· 
to11n 10 start a fr11ili11·r pl;111r in Brooklyn. No soon1·r 
I.ad tilt' plant hnn liuilt wlu·n it was destroy1·1l hy fin·. 
Broh·n in spirit, hut no ll'ss ,·t·ntlltl'sonw, Ill· rl'turn1·tl to 
. \lkntown and lit·snd1l'll his fathrr to st·t·k l.ugt·r quarters 
w that paints and f1·rtili1l'rs might ht· made un,lt-r onr 
roof. 

Tl1t·;,· thm s,·lt·rrl'd a siH· along tht· S1·vt·nth Strt·et Pih 
(111-;ir lll'lfrid1's Spring). As till')' wt·n· huil,ling, Til1.:l1man 
< i. I ft.lfrid1 l'anw, snking t·mploynwnt- _ little tfrt·aming 
that some day la· would h1•;ul tht· t·ntt·qmse. 
l'lw same )'l'ar that Allentown was inrnrporatt·tl-18(,7-
rhis husinc·ss was inrorporatC'<I under tht· nanll's of Alfrt·d 
_I. Bn·ini/.! anti Tilghman (,. Hrlfrirh. A!rt·ady tl1t·ir 
p.,int produl'ts hatl won puhlir favor- in fart, thnc was 
on_l~· ~me otlH'r company making rt·atly mi:\l'«I paints at 
rfllS llllll', 

In 1912 the li11sin1·ss hl'ramr known as the Allc·ntown 
\_lanufarturing Company with thl' followin1,: officers: 
I ilJ,:ltman n. Jfdfrirh, l'rcsitll'llt; Paul E. Brl'iniJ.!, \'irt·· 
1'11sidt'nt; E. F. Horn, Sl'l'tl•tarv; anti t\lfrt·d R. llt•lfrirh 
Tr<'asurn. It was :1lr1·a,ly a major industry in Alltntown. 
t '11-:l'd hr an inrrt•asing tlt•ma111l, all l'fforts Wt·rt· rn11<·t·n· 
1i;1tnl on paint., anti in 192(,, a lari,:n factorr sitt· was 
.11· 1111in·d in East Allentown (E. Allrn & <,ral,am Strt·t·ts) 

undn rlw nanu· of :\llt·ntown Paint ~1anufarturing 
Comp;111;,· "id, tilt' followinJ.! offin·rs: Frt·d B. (it·rtwrd, 
l'risidt·nt; :\lfrt·d R. I ldfrirh, \'in·-l'rtSidt11t ;111d Tn·asurn 
and II. \\'. I lt·chr. Senl'tary. 

In 193.i, slwrtlv aftt·r till' tlt-ath of Alfml R. lldfrid1, 
~Ir. ( il't nnd, i1·sil,!nnl, and t ht· followinJ.! c,ttiras wne 
dl'rtl'd: \\'illiam T. Fr;mh·nfidd, l'rt·si,lt-nt; John L. 
lldfrirh, \'in·-l'r1·sitlt·nt; Clart·nn· C. llildl'ht·idd, Trt';1s· 
urn; ;111d II. W. lln·kn, St'l'rt·tary. 

Thl' prtsl'nt Board of Dirt'l'tors of tl11· Allt-ntown Paint 
~la1111fart11ring l'ompanr indudt·s T. C. Ft·11stnm:1hr, 
l'nsidt·nt; Rollt'rt A. lft.lfrid1, \'in··l'rt·sid1·11t; Clart·nrc 
l'. tlilddll'itld, Trl'asurn; !\liks II. Franhnfidd, Srnr· 
tary; and Mrs. }ft.kn llorlad1t·r . 

In 1941, tlit· :\lft.ntown Paint l\tanufarturing Company 
opt•nttf its first rttail store at 117 N. St·wnth Strt't't-
Bri·inig's Color Bar. Kt·nnl'th F. Fdty, a faithful t•m· 
ploycc of tht· Company, was namrd managrr. LarJ,!er 
quartt·rs w1•n· nn·drtl, and in 19-li~ Bmni1.:'s Color Bar 
mo\'etl to its prt·st·nt spacious location at 940-42 Hamilton 
Strt'Ct. 

\'arious rnlor srl1t·mt·s, display methods, lighting and 
husinl'ss mtthotls an· tested at this stort' tlirrctlv hene
fitini.: tht· company's ln1111lrrds of dealt-rs scattt're"tl along 
tht· t·astem seahoartl. 

S1•veral jia1,:es of pirturt·s anti a story on thii; ope-ration 
wt•rt· 1:11 ilislw,I last yt·ar in th<· rnuntry's lt·ading paint 

Tiu· ritizrns of Allt·ntown and l.d1igh County haw lm·n 
insm1mt•11tal in tlw growth anti KOOll-will of this time
honort·d t·stalilishnwnt. Tia· Allentown Paint ~1anu· 
fal·tttrinl-! l 'ompany shall always strin to maintain, and 
if possihl1·, to innt·as1· thr high st;1111bril of quality for 
whid1 thc·ir produl·ts an· known. 
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LEHIGH PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY ~ 
.. 

,•': 

~~ ~---
; 

1>111 in~ tlw Fall of I 897 ;1 small group of 
bt1!-1tln!-llll'll in :\lktHO\\ n. Pc1111s~·\ya11ia, under 
tl1t· k;1t!t-1ship of (;t·1wr;1l I Ian~· l'. Trexler and 
l '11l111H I I.th, ;ml \ 1. Young. pooled t hcir interests 
t,1 t·«111l>t111d a lTlllt'nt mid at (hmrod just north 
, 11 till tin·. This was the modest IH'ginning 
, ,f till l.diigh Portland Ct·mt·nt ( 'ompany . 

. -~ . l 
-

,, 
' \ 

·1 
I lll11t1gh h;11d ,,(irk ;ind careful planning 

t ht ~t I\H n built ;1 ( 'rnnp;111~· that trnby is not 
11nh .1 l.1~t1ng tribute to their rouragt· ;ind pn
.,t \t, .11H·c h11t ;1 Ii Ying example of tlh· infinite 
"1'11111111:ntit·s nf frt·r t·nterprist· in :\mnira. 

'l l l\ 
·It ·'· q '' 

11 h l 11:., 
,I, 

l. l ''1,. 
hi 

1111:,. ( ;rn, 1.11 T1nlt-r st·tTcd ;1s the rhid. e:wcutiw· 
.. tlil t, of rlH' <...'omp;1ny from tlw .late of its 
t!h•1Jp111;1t111n :\owmber 2(), 1897, until his 
tit ;1th 1111 :\Pn-mhrr 17, 1933, first as President 
. 111d latl'f as Chairman of the Board. Colonel 
'l 11t1ng ";1~ t lw First \'in·- Prl'sident for man~· 
, tats ;rnd in 192(1 was de\'ated to the offire of 
l'H·sidt·nt. I le snn·d in this caparity until his 
dL1th on :\pril H1. 1932, "·hen his son, Joseph S . 
Young. ";1s dtrH'd by the Board to sm·ceed 
him. 

. --------- ··-:--:---

YOU:'\(j Bl.'11. DI:'\( i , 1950 

1'. ,, •• ~ . 
! ~ ' . ( 1 ~ ,. 1 • ' ' . ·,; ,.._ 

It is nf m• ► H: than passing interest that three of the five nwmhers of the present Boan! of Directors 
are sons or grandsons of these original Directors. Olll: miglit say that th<' Company today is still undcr 

• 

ORIGI~AL YOUNG BUILDING, 1898 

the continuous direction and guidance of the founders. 
It is being run solely for the hest intnest of cmplo~Tt'S 
stockholders, customers, and the public alike. 

Beginning with a produrtion of onl~, 200,000 banl'ls 
per year tlw Company has grown from a local organiz;1-
tion into a national institution Its 1-l manufacturing 
plants in 11 different stat<.·s now have an annual capacity 
of 20,000,(X)0. \\'hen the first harrcl of cement was 
manufact urecl at Orm rod in 1898, srarccly 100 men were 
employed. Today, there ;.tre 3,600 men and women on 
the pay roll. The original stockholders of the Company 
numbered only 17- · all residing in the Lehigh Valley. 
Approximately 5,500 men and women, living in almost 
every state in the Union, now own stock in the Company. 

The headquarters of the Company ever since it:s in
ception has been in the 'Young Building here in Allentown, 
Traveling out of the home office and 14 district sales 
offices, Lehigh salesmen arc selling Lehigh Portland 
Cement, Lehigh Early Strength Cement, Lehigh Mortar 
Cement and Lehigh Air-Entraining Cement, throughout 
most of the United States. 

Today, the Lehigh Portland Cement Company 1s one 
of the largest producers of cement in the United States 
---in fact one of the largcst in the world. 



ALLENTOWN WATER WORKS 
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INDUSTRIAL ALLENTOWN 
(Co11tin1ud r,0111 Pagt 32) 

Brick making (established in 1838) flourished 
in the city until after \\'orld \Yar I, the clay· 
unearthed in various sections of the community· 
proving highly suitable for the manufacture of 
building hrick as well as fire brick. 

It is in connection with this industry that we 
haH first rderencc to the shipment of products 
bey·ond the immediate confines of Lehigh county. 
Shipments, apparently·, were made by· team, later 
b,\· boat and then by rail. 

The tanning of leather txpanded with the 
oprning of the city's first shew factor.\· by \\'illiam 
:\. Roney in 1843 •·or manufacturing wonwn 's 
and girls' shoes. Seven years later I fenry Leh 
op::ned his plant for manufarturing men's shoes 
and this firm supplied shoes for the Union Arn1.\· 
during the Civil \Var. The two plants definitely 
established the city as a shoe production center 
and reports published in 1914 show that there 
were ten factories producing $1,302,000 worth 
of hoots and shoes. Changes in the shoe manu
facturing processes and other factors led to the 
gradual closin~ of the plants. Some of dw 
buildings were razed while those which remained 
were taken over by other manufacturing lines. 

Gas Was Used In 1850 
Gas for illuminatiun purposes was manufac

tured here in 1850 when Dr. \Villiam Danowsky 
erected a small coal gas plant in his hack yard 
for making gas for his home. Later he laid zinc 
mains on Hamilton Street between Seventh and 
Eighth Streets to supply merchants and others 
in the neighborhooJ. In 1852 he was granted a 
charter for a gas company. For several years 
gas was delivered to persons at a distance from 
the plant in rubber or leather hags. The company 
went into bankruptcy in 1877 and was sold to 
a Philadelphia broker. The company was re
organized in 1882 and incorporated as the Allen
town Gas Company which was the predecessor 
of the Allentown-Bethlehem Gas Company. 

The Allentown Paint Company, established 
prior to the Civil War, used pigments from the 
soil in the area to produce its first paints and 
was one of the first, if not the first, companies 
m the nation to produce ready-mixed paints. 

Cement Discovered 
The last of the important discoveries of 

natural resources affecting the city's industrial 

growth was in 1870, when David 0. Sa·,lor form
ulated a process for the manufacture of Portland 
cement. The first plant was 01wned two _,·ears 
later at Copla~·• where beds of the rock had been 
unco\·ered, and since that rime :\llt·ntmvn has 
become thr centt•r of the world's largest Portland 
cement produl·ing area. 

Electricity· was not produn·d locall~· until 
1882 when i\fr. Rotw,\· installed the first electric 
dynamo in this area and one of the first in the 
world in his shoe fanory at Penn and ~1 apk 
streets. J II Dcceml,er of that y·car, tlm:t.· n10ntl1s 
aftn the opening of Edison's famous Pearl Strc<'t 
station in New York, ~Ir. Ronn·'s dn1a1110 . . 

supplied current for a few arc lights, illuminating 
Hamilton Street store fronts. I k incorporated 
in 188() as the Allentown Electric Light ;111d 
Power CcHnp--•1y· which latn became a part of 
the Pennsyl\'a111a Power & Light Company when 
a group of similar small companies was merged. 

\\"hile historical accounts do not re\'eal too 
much information about till' tohan:o i11dust1T 
locally there ar<' reports of attempts to grm\ 
tobacco in the cou11ty· early in the 19th centur_\ 
and <.·igar making hecanH· an important husinl'ss 
in tlw com11n111ity. The reports, which wcrt' 
puhlislwd in 191-t, show that there \\'t:re 47 cigar 
factories in the city and that thl'y' produced 
$1,446,000 in manufactured products. The 
manufacture of \·igars resulted in the opening 
of John Stevens's Eagle Cigar Box factory in 18711 
which ,...-as purchased hy Dr. A. I I. Balliet and 
\\'alter Bierv in J 900 and acquired hv Dr. Balliet 
in J 906. The ·plant was greatly exp.anded under 
Dr. Balliet and in a~tiition to cigar boxes pro
duced other lines of wcM,l! products until its 
closing shortly he fore \Vo rid \Var I I. Cigar 
production in I 948 was valued at $4,716,500 and 
wages amounted to $1,051,800.00. 

Isaac Erdman opened a cahinct making shop 
in 1830. We do not have any records of furniture 
making after that until 1872 when Dorney and 
Berkemeyer opened a furniture factory which 
was later expanded to handle the firm's retail 
trade in 1877 and became the C. A. Dorne\' 
Furniture Company. This plant was followed hv 
B. F. Schlegel's in 1877 and the Yeager Furniture 
Company in 1886, and the city has been a large 
producer of furniture since that time. 

(Continued on Page .Ji) 



ALLENTO\VN ... 
a Pioneer • ,n 

( ktober 19, 1879, Tho111asJ\. Edison, perfected 

tht· \,orld's first practical incandt·srent lamp bulb 

.... tlw birth of the dertric industry. Three 

\t;irs later, September -l, 1882, Edison put into 

opt·r ;1tion the first power plant in the \\orld to 

prll\·idl' Cl'lltral station serYice, the Pe..arl Strt:t't 

~tation in \:t·w York Cit~·- J11st threl' 1110111hs 

L1tn ... the miracle of electricit~· took place i11 

:\lkntmn1 for thl' first time. \Ir. \\'. :\. Rone~·• 

;1 loc;tl shoe ma11ufact11rer installed the first 

t·lenric dn1anw in the area. This infant "plant" 

\\·as to suppl~· an:-light ser\'ice to illumin;1tt· 

sn·t·r;tl I la111ilto11 Street store fronts. The results 

were highly sun:<"ssful ... the public most t·ntlw

s1ast1c. 

h,rsl·eing a future in this "new fangled" 

idl';t, Rrnwy, on \lan:h 1-l, 1883, fornwd Tht· 

.\lk11tow11 Electric Light and Power Company, 

and hl'canw its first pn·sident and its acti\'e man

agl'r. Else\\ here in Central Eastern Pennsd

\':111i:1, other infant electric rompanics were being 

fornwd. In Hazleton! In Harrisburg! In Beth

lehem! ln Lanrastcr! On July 4, 1883, at Sunhury 

thr first commercial three-wire electril' lighting 

plant in the world was dedicated, a major im

pro\'t:mcnt in the early method of power deliver~·. 

Again Thomas Edison had a hand .. i organizing 

this rnmpany which, in addition to supplying 

stret·t lighting, furnished interior lighting for what 

is now the Edison Hotel. This was the first such 

sernce to a commercial establishment in the 

United States. 

In those days, equipment was crude and 

cxpnimcntal, service limited, irregular and costly 

. . . . Twenty-five cents a kilowatt hour, the 

average of that day. 

But gradually service was improved, and this 

new servant was adapted to a growing number of 

Electric Service 

uses. In the passing ~·ears, it was discovered that 

each rnmn111nity did not Ilt'ed an individual pm,·cr 

plant; that better, more abundant, more uniform 

and lown-rost scn·ice could be supplied by join

ing togt'thn and consolidating the facilities of 

man~· sm;tll t'lectric companies, and replacing the 

n1111wro11s tiny plants with ;1 small nun1lwr of 

largn and n10re efficient 11111ts. Consolidation 

also poolt'd the engirll'ering abilit~·, opcratin~ 

skill and financial barking nect·ssar!· to progress 

111 this highly-sperialized industry. 

Typical. \\as the mnger of the Allentown 

Electric Light ;ind Power organization with similar 

local companies. This ultimatch- led to the 

formation of The Lehigh \'alley Light and Power 

l 'ompan~·. 

On June ·L 1920, merger of this rompan~· with 

a numlll'r of othn operating companies, largely 

in the Allentown and Bethlehem area and the 

southern :111thracite fields, formed the Pennsyl

vania Pmwr & Light Company. Later the 

companies operating in Sunbur!·, \Villiamsport, 

\Vilkes-Barre and L;rncaster areas were also 

merged. PP&L today serves Allentown along 

with 777 other communities ... more than half 

a million homes, farms, stores, schools and factor

ies in an area of 9500 square miles ... spreading 

through Central Eastern Pennsylvania. 

\Vithin the cxpericnrc of many people still 

living, electric serYice has developed from the

feeble glow of that first Edison light bulb to a 

ready servant of every moment 'round the clock . 

Life, today, is inconceivable without it. Yet, 

with all this progress, we are but on the threshold 

of a great new electrical age-a miraculous 

pushbutton world of tomorrow. 

PENNSYLVANIA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
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MEMORIAL TO SAMUEL McHOSE, Fint Mayor of Allentown, at entrance to River Front Park 



Lehigh Valley· Cooperative Farmers 
:\:\IE RI l' A'S ~IO ST BE AU TI FU L DA IR Y 

In rl11· d .. p, hs oft h,· dqir,·ssion ;1 1:1011p of f.11 rm·rs nH·t to 01-
~;1ni1l' 11 h:11 is now known as onl' of thl' 111ost modnn, dfici .. ni 
:ind pw..:11ssin· .lair i1·s in .-\1111 rica, tht· l.diigh \·all,·Y Coopl'f;1-
rin· F:11111ns. Th1·ir tOIII ;q.:,· ;111d Hso11rn-fulr1t ss d .. f,·attd tl1t· 
tor.-,~ 1d1id1 rl111·atl'llnl rh .. ir 1·,-r: lil'llihood. 

O1'tH\110~s lhc1~ :\uaq IS, l<J.14 
.\i.:.1111st l\h;1t oft, 11 St'l'lllt·d ins11pl'rahk ohstad .. s, rl1i~ group 

madl' ~low h111 stl':1d~· p1og11ss. Follo1,i11g an t·'!1H·ndi1ur .. of 
01·..r ~I00.000 in r,·modl'lini.: and t''(llipping thl' forull'r l'ost and 
~hddon h11ilding. 102<» :\'orrl1 S('\'t·nth Strl't't, .-\lft.ntown, 1;111 
in l'/33 .ind l 1>H, tl1t· op,·ration of th!' plant hl'gan :\ug11s1 1.,1 h, 
of the l:tttn year. Sinn· that ,br,·, gtol\tl1 of tht' dain· has 
bun tlr;1111a1ic yt'I alwa~·s sound. Thir1y-fo111 hundrnl pounds 
of milk 11i-r1· pron ssl'd on tht' opt'ning dav. Tod:iy, morl' than 
,idir,· tinws that :i111011nt is rt·n·i\'t'tl t•H'I\' da,·. 

D1s1H111n10:-. .-\1< .. , 
Sinn· tht' oprning of tht· l.d1igh \':illr,· lhir~·. its disrrihution 

an·J Ii.is wid,·11t·d to i ndud,· 1101 onl \' :\ llt nt ,rn n, 1kt Ii ld1t· 111 

and Liston, hut north to T:i111;1qu:i :in;I thl' Pocono :\1ountains; 
11ut to 1't11zrown :inti south .o l'hiladdl'liia. 

OnK 2IOO .\l111111K~ 
Thi rt· h:is IH 1·11 a Lu gt· growt Ii 111 ! lit 11w111hnship of th,· 

assori:1tion a11tl :1 considn:ihlt· innl';1s1 111 th,· nu111hn of 
rm·rnhns :icrually shipping milk into rh, plant. Totlay rl1t·r,· 
aH· onr 2100 111t·111hns as romp;irnl to .,oo :tt rl1t· riml' opna
rions b1f!an; :inti rnort' than (,(JO of tl11·s1· 1111111h11s ship th,·ir 
milk to tl1t· Llhigh \'alk~· IJairy. 

Jh:.,sor-s FoR R.,1'11> { ;kOWl 11 
\\'h:1t ;in· t hl' r,·asons for t ht' gnl\\ ti, of this dqi.-i·ssion-horn 

venttm· i \\'In·, wlu·n husi111 ~s,·~ of :ill kinds \\t·H· failing 
nny 11:iy, shmilil this dair~· Ii,· so sun·css:ul from its ht·ginning: 

Tl,,, answn~ art' t·1·itlent ,·n·n-whl·rt·, from the h:1111 behind 
thr rnlortul Lehigh \'alh-~· idl'ritification sign to the 1·qu,1lly 
colorful grn·n and oran!,!l' sanitary rnntainer that's ddi\'ert·d 
to stort s or ,Ii rl'ct to ho1111·s. 

En-ry nwml:n shipping milk to tht' l.d1i!,!11 \'all<'y Dairy 
hast 11 ctric:il t·ooling t·quiprm·nt or iring facilities on his farm, 
and n-cry mt·mh·r must kt-q, his hnd, stahk~ and uu·nsils 
rrad:: for inspertion at an~· 111omt·11t T11t· rigid, sdf-imposed 
rrquirt nlt'nts cf tltt· Ld,igh \'alley Dair~· planr art· adhert'd 
to strictly, and wl1t·n milk fails to nwasure up,;, 1,:01·s strai1,:ht 
hark to t hr fa rm. 

Rtf1igl'ratt'1l ddin·rv trucks Wt·rt· ;1notl1n innovation first 
introd11n·1I hy this D~iry. This, as all lll'W trrhniqurs anti 
e~uip111t·nt t·mployc·tl, was the n·sult of l.d,i~d• \'alle~·•s rnn
tmual search for improved dairy pro,lucts. 

Ni-:w Pt. ,:-.T CO\tru:n:1> lhcnrn1•:R. 1941' 
L, lkrt'mher 1948, th<' latest in a scril's of additions and 

altc-r:.1 ions to thr main plant was romplt·tnl. Thl' t'\'t'r· 
growin..: demand for Lehigh \'all<·y Dairy products made the 
additi,,11 impNativP. Mor<' uffin· and storage· spare anti i.:n·at· 
<'r pr,,. I ucr ion facil it it·s wt·re tirgt·ntly nl'ed,·,I. 

STORAGE FACII.ITIES 
A Iii rle known n·ason for the t'l'Onomical-to consunll'r and 

su1~1'.l1, r- -op<'ration of tlw Dair~, is found in its hugt' sroragt· 
facil11:\S, In the spring ol the year, milk production increases 

sharply. If thl'll' \\t'rt' no storage facilities, this surplus \\ould 
hal'l' to he sold at d1stns~ prin·s ;rnd usn and dairyman would 
suff1·r. !lowl'\'t·r, at rh,· l.d1igl1 \'allt-y Dair~· plant the t·H'tss 
milk is i1111111diatdy sqiaratnl. The l'fl'am is frolt·n, and thl' 
skim milk 1·irl11r powd .. n·d or rnndrnsnl. llundruls of h:irrds 
of powdn and thousands of cans of rrl'am are stort·d in rdrigl'r· 
atnl 1ooms to await hot \\Tathn. Thl'n, whl'n icl' cream salt-s 
cUf\l' ~harply 11pw:ird, rlll' surplus is drawn upc,n, and b11yl'f 
.ind supplil'r lit'lwfit ag;1i11 from rlw storage facilities. 

R,sro~s11111.11\' To Tm: Cor-snn:R 
:\l<·mhi-rs oi the l.l'high \'allt-y 1);1iry have always rt·cognizul 

that tl1t ir r('sponsihility is basically and dir('ctly 10 d1l' con
sunu·r. To 1111·t·t rh:it r<sponsihility fully, tlw~· luvc set for 
themsdws the hich{'st standards of oualit\'. Thrsr standards 
arc rigidl~· 01forrnl and rnnstantl~· cla:ckrd. The super
l'ision of qualit~· anti purit~· exrrnds in an unhrohn chain 
from enry farm to t·n-r_\' store and to tlw doorstep of en·ry 
co11st1111rr. 

\\'ith this insist,·nrc upon top qualit~· of product and facilities 
has gon .. an awar,·n,·ss th:1t tht' public h:1s the right to buy 
milk :ind milk produc•s at a f.iir prin·. \\'ht·ne\'l'r and whrrc·
t·n-r thnc has h11'11 :in opportunity to ..fti:ct a s;i\'in~ tothe 
huy1·r. 1·itl1l'r in an impron·d product or a lownt'd priet·. J.d1igh 
\'all,·1· has dorw so \\ithout IH·sitation. Today, rlw Allentown 
:m·a is the onh- art·a in l\nnsyll'ania whe~c lfomog1·nizrd 
\'it a min I) :\!ilk is sold at no extra cost. :\nd tht' Lt·high 
\'all,·y. Dair~· is fid11ing to tffrct a similar sa\'ing in the· other 
;tf('J:i ti Sl'r\'t·S. 

F.,rn lh:TrKNS To Tm: FA~"FRS 
:\long with its J\'Ownl policy of gil'ing the consumn the 

lil'st at tl1l' lowl'St possihlc pricc, Lehigh \'allt-y has prond 
that dli"ient opt·ration can also 11.iw thl' fatlllt'r a fair prict for 
his milk. \\.ith the ohligations of high standards hr ;.ssumrs 
:is an m,·nt·r-nwmll('r, the dairyman 1,tt'IS the wdconw pril'ilege 
of rl·n·iving mon· for his mill:. Through the intdligtnt pro
motion of m,lk hy-produrts and an rnergctic st•lling program, 
the D:iiry h:is always found a marht for its mcmht·rs' products. 
:\tHI it has always l,a,I milk and milk products for its custonlt'rs' 
needs. 

B,snns FoR E~trt.oYn-:s 
Till' mort· than 280 cmployl·cs of tlw l.d1i1:h \'allt·y Dairy 

art· wdl-paid. Tht' farili,i,·s of the nc•w huildings IHOl'idt· 
working l·ontlition~ second to norw in an\' industn· in t 1c C'in· 
of Allentown, and rl'rtainly far superior to any .in th(' tlair~· 
i1Hl11strv. 

In J;nuary 1949, a Pmsion Plan w:is inaugu ·:ired covc·ring 
all employc<'s. 

THE Ft·lTRE 
A new building program, to cost approximatdy it,250,000, 

will get untlt·r way in the near future. (ireater production 
facilitit·s arc ur11.t·ntly nt'cded. 

The Ld1igh Valley Dairy has grown herause of what it has 
offrn·d; high i:radr produt·ts at a rt asonahlt· price to the user 
and a reasonahlc p:iynwnt to tht• farmer. Todav, Ll'high 
Valley st·ts rtw pacl' ancl standards for th<' dairy industry in 
this area. Anti, guidetl hy thr -sourrd principles of .>prration 
in which it has pionerrc·d, Lehigh Valley will continue to do so. 
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ARBOGAST & BASTIAN, INC. WELCOMES YOU 
As ONE "01.1> Ho:\tE TmvNER

11 To ANOTHER 

FounJrd sixty-thrrl' yl'ars ago hy two m<·n whosl' n;imts 
it still b<·ars, Arbogast & Bastian Inc. has grown up with 
Allt·ntown. It is proud of its origin, proud to he a citizt·n of 
thl' old home town, and proud to l,e ahlt· to wdrnme you to 
this cdehration. 

The names of Arbogast & Bastian are wdl known hat• and 
have bel'n since this area was first settled. This is not 
primarily hecause they are associateJ with A & B, but hecause 
of the many fine families who hear them as proudly as A & B 
Joes. We feel as if we are among friends and it's a fine fr.ding. 

Many of you have returned to Allentown for this celel,ra
tion, after having left to establish your homes and families 
elsewhere. l\-1any others, ptrhap~ the majority of you, never 
W<·nt away. A & B has done both. Its physical plant has 
rt·mained in Allentown and has i;:rown and prospen·d with 
the community and its people. It has ~one away through 
the constant expansion c,f its market area to the extent that 
its products arc now available in almost every state east of 
the Mississippi River, and in many forci~n countries. 

A & B identifies itself with the old home town in many 
other ways, but its greatest source of pride is that it has always 
lived up to the "Pennsylvania Dutch" reputation for cltanli
ncss and fine food. People all over the country and in many 
other parts of the civilized world associate those two character
istics with this area and with good reason. 

In line with the already established policy of cleanlinrss 
and purity, A & B was the first m.;-at packer in this are:l to 
place itself under the newly estahlis:•ecl Fe,lcral ! osp;.rrion 

systtm in Ortohl'r, 19()(,. It ha~ hn·n rnnsrand,· under ,liar 
S.\'Stl'lll since that timl' ;ind is at prl'Sl'nt thl' onl.\· packinJ.: pl.1111 
in the Ll'hi1J1 \'allty so CO\'tred. 

The poliry of producing fine foods is not diHirnh ro alirdt 
h.\· wht'n rlw ptople who mah them and tht· 1wopll' for \\hom 
they art· made enjoy and th·s<'rve a world wide r<·put;t1io11 for 
1,;ood l'ating. Th< y just rnuldn't makt· anything dsl'. 

As a memhl'r of tht· community A & B contrihutt's grt':1tl.1 
to tht' support and mcouragtml'nt of its nt·ighbor, local 
agrirnltur<' hy purchasing as many matt'fials as pos~ihk 
from local farmers. In the manufactUrt' of scrapplr alone 
we use over one hundred thousand pounds of huckwlll'al, 
corn mtal, wht'at, and ryt· flours annually. All art' purd1a\l'J 
locally. Other products of local agricultur<' purd1ased for 
use in the sausage and cannini,: departments arc fl•n tl10us.inJ 
pounds of fresh onions, one million two hundrt·d tlious.rnJ 
pounds of potatO<'s and tm thousand ,louns of <·gi,:s. 

Since the great 1;vcstock producing an•as of this country 
arc in the middle wt·st and since our demands are so l,!ltar 
it is possihlc for us to huy less than t<·n percent of our 1101,<S 

and less than forty percent of our t·attle from local farrnl'rs. 
We Jo, however, buy as much as is available. Furthcrnwrr, 
Wt' encourage the raising of more and hcttt'f livt·stock by 
atti:nding all 4 H shows and bidding on many prize anim.ils. 

Feeling as we do about our community, Old Homt· \\t·t·k 
has hten a very pleasant cxpnience for A & B. We trusr 
it has hecn so for you. 

Don't wait so long to come again. 



INDUSTRIAL ALLENTOWN 

Fo()(I pror('ss1ng startt'd \\ ith the t'arh' 
h;1kers, \\ho c:1n1t· into the rit~· \\·ith till' first 
srtdns, and Lawn·nn· I la11rk, the city's first 
sL111cl1t('rn, who opetH'd a ·shop in I i·<1S on 
Lehi1,d1 Stn·c·t. Tht' rl'sicknts of till' area took 
tl1t·ir ani111als to I Ltuck, who killl'd ;llld dn·ssc·d 
thl'm and also sold nw;1t. Thl' next rc-cord of 
romnH·rri;tl slaughtning is that of t lw stt·an1 
butcher shop of (hto \lt·~·t·r in IS(,S \\ho had a 

cool n·llar for storagl'. ( )1H· i1nagi11ati,~t' ,nitt·r 
in ;111 an-01111t of ;\ lt yc·r's li111 chn shop said that 
IH· had "a cellar \\ht'll' \\;1tn frt·c·n·s in fin· 
minutes". B11t it \\;1s not until ISS7, ,,hl'11 
\\'ilson :\rhog;1st ;111d \Jonis t'. lbst ian fornH'd 
:\rhogast and B;1stian, that l·o1111nvrci;tl sb11ghtn
i11g was don(' 011 ;1 l:nge sc,k in tlw city. T()(Lt\· 
food procl'ssing of ,·arious kinds is do1w 111 fift\·
thnT plants in the city. 

The Textile Industry 
Following conferenn·s \\ith the Bo;ml of 

Trade, predt·l·essor to thl' ( 'ha111hn of ( '0111n1t·rrt·, 
in 1880 tht' Phoenix Silk ( 'p111pa11,· w;1s pl'rsuadcd 
to opc·n a mill in this rit~·. Thl' s111.-n·ss of its 
Addaicle mill at Ract' and ( '011rt Stt-et·ts promptl'd 
the opening of the Pionen silk mill in I 88(1 ;111cl 
tlw city was t-stahlislwd as a silk 111;11111fact II ring 
re111<·r. At one time it was tlw largest silk pro
cluction ct'nter in the state. Reports show that 
htfore \\'orl<I \\'ar I there \\{'I(' 20 silk 111ill~: here 
and that the value of silk and tntile produrts 
:imo1111trd to ~9,8.l8,000. \\'ages n·1nesentt.'d 
thirty-seven and one-half pt'r rent of the rit~·•s 
ind11strial payroll. 

As a result of the growth of silk manufacturing, 
the ~ational Silk Dyeing Compan_,. <>JH'ncd a 
plant here in 1899. 

There has been a transition in the silk industry 
and many mills ha\'e turned their attention to 

the production of synthetic fabrics hut there 
art large quantities of silks produced annuall>· 
in Allentown today. In 19-18, produrtion in 
textiles and textile products was valued at 
irisJ87,700 and wages amounted to ~20,637,800. 

Through the efforts of the Board of Trade 
an(lther new industry was brought to Allentown 
in 1886 when the Barbour Mills opened the jute 
plant at Jordan and Gordon Streets, site where 
tlw I lessians captured at Trenton were quartered 
cl111 ing the Revolutionary \Var. The firm hrgan 

prod11rtio11 of jute twine- and Allentown has 
sinn.· lwcome one of the leading production 
n·ntt·rs in tht· nation. 

I II I S8(i, the Iowa Barb \\'ire Company was 
i11d11ced ll\· the Board of Trade to move its plant 
lwre frn111 Easton and !orated at the foot of 
Lt'high Street. The pbnt ,,·:1s arq11ir<'d b~· the 
:\111nic111 Stt't·l and \\'ire Company and later 
IH'Ctllll' a 1111i1· of tlw l '. S. Stt'el. It opcr;tt<'d 
1111til sl10nl,· hefore \\'oriel \\'ar 11. 

lhnic-1 Cartwright dt'n·lopl'd thl' first tek
phonl' .,,·stl'lll in th<' ro111n111nit~· in I XXO and for 
st·\Tral yc·ars opt·ratcd his sen·irl' with 0111.· 

t·111ploy<'e ,, ho ;1cted as opnator, ronstrnction and 
111;1intt·11:111n· man. The sen·ir<' optncd with 
fift>· customers. Latn ;1 small company kno\\·n 
as t hc Lt'high Tvlt-pho1w ( 'om pan~· was formed 
and :,nvcd the com1111111it~· for man~· years until 
it hn·;11m· :1 part ,if the Bell System. 

Tlw first auto built in the city· w;1s a "one
lungn" procluc('d hy I lenry J. :\ Jdig in 1889. 
I lis shop \\as later acquirl'd by 0 . .J. \la1cks and 
Sons. l11 1905 John and ('harks \l:irk openr<l 
till' \lack irnrk plant, although the>· had heen 
mak;ng trucks for five ~·t:ars before. The industry 
was in its infancy at that time and the company 
has expanded stt:adil~· until it has become the 
largest individual (·111ployer in the city. 

Older Industries 

Among the other older enterrriscs in the city 
are L. F. Gr;1mmes & Sons, founded in l 875; 
the Allrn Laundry, founded in 1885; F. Schwartz 
& Son, men's clothing manufacturers, founded 
111 1888; the Trojan Powder Company, founded 
Ill J 905. 

These were the foundatirms on which Allen
town's industrial activity was built. 

As one nationally known writer recently said, 
"Cities just don't happen, they're planned," and 
thl' planners are the businessmen of the commun
ity who work through their Chamhcr of Comme·-ce 
or their Board of Trade. As a result of this 
planning, Allentown has l,een able to meet the 
rhangin~ conditions in the industrial world, 
adding new plants to the t·ity's {'Onstantly grow
ing production list and providing employment 
for the people of the conumtruty. 

(Conlinwtd on Par,t -I!) 
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INDUSTRIAL ALLENTOWN 

The de\'elopment of the Allentown-Bethlchern

Easton Airport is one of the finest examples of 

community planning. In )92~ a com1nittee was 

appointed h~· the Cliamlwr of Con,mnn• to select 

a site for tlw dn·elopment of ;m airport. \\'lwn 

the site was detennirwd, a corporation was 

formed to build and operate the airport. \\'hen 

needed imprnnments were 11t:ce:.s;iry tht.· Cham

ber led in the de\'elopment of the airport as a 

joint project of the cit~· go,·(•rnments of .\llen~own 

;md Bethlehem and tlw commissioners of Lehigh 

County. Later, Easton officials and the .\orth

ampton County comm•sstom·rs joi11ed tn the 

pro_1ect. Tod av it is one of the finest airports 
111 the east. 

The effecti\'eness of this planning can he 
seen in other ways from a stu,ly of the reports 
published in 1914 and later elates. In 1914 it 
was said there were 11,-181 industri;tl employet:s, 
earning ~5,061 ,000 and producing goods \';ilued 
at $26,263,327. 

In 1939, total wages and salaries in the city 
anwunted to i20,915,600 and then thl'n· was a 
steady climb to is8,I0(,,800 in 1947. In 1948, the 
latest \'t.•ar forwhichoffirial Departmentof Internal 
:\ffairs figun·s arc a\'aibhk, 111co11w was 115 7,09'), 
700. The drop from 1917 to 19-l8 w;1s occasioned 

largely h~· a prolongl'd strike in a major indusH>·· 
Figun·s of 1949 are nqwctt:d to exn·l'd 1948. 

Since \'-_I Day, fort~·-one new plants han
heen added to the cit\''s list of industries. In 
1<)50 tlws<' firms are l'lllploying ;1 total of s,mi«) 
mH·kl'rs and the annual inconw of the \\'orkers 
will he ~l3,S85,000. ~otabk among tlw new 
plants opened since \'-.I Da>· have lwen the 
\\'t•stem Electric and Gt·twral !Jertrir plants. 

:\l1entown has always had an l'xrelknt suppl: 
of skilled lahor and the people of th. ro1111111111ity 
haw lie<'n able to adjust t liemselves readily to 
Ill'\\' manufacturing proresses. In tTl'l'llt >·ears 
this natural aptitude has been improved h>· tlw 
de\'clopmrnt of y<Htng men and women in tlw 
vocational educational depart 111ents of our schools. 

. . , i: '}t:,:~ 
'•. j:·r ::_.·~ 



IN ALLEN-TOWN 

e The yTar )()_:i() marks i\lack's (iolden ,\nniversary 

.... :\ 111ill'stone in tlw histnl'\ of a11ton10tin· 

tLtllSJHlrtation and a 111iksto11t· in tlw histon· of 

tht· ( 'it\' of .-\llentmnt. 

~brk first moYed to :\lll'ntown in )()OS, setting 

11p its factory· in the \';1cant I lirsrh- \\'eaver foundry. 

·1 !il' 1110\'l' f\, Alll'ntown found the ~ lark lhitlwrs 

111 ;1 trnh- nation-wide husinl'ss. During th<' nl'Xt 

fin· \'l'ars ddivnil's of t rncks and bust's \\Trt: madl' 

to ~(•attle, \\'ashing,ton; Brookly·11, \'.Y.; Rorlwstl'I', 

~.Y.: llavana, Cuba; \:ew Orll'ans, La. and Phila

ddphia. Pa. 

Tlw \'l':trs that followed saw this tiny· shop grow 

into a l111gt· plant with nwn· than a 111illion and a 

ldf square feet of floor sparl', spn·ad oyer t .rn acres. 

111·11·, today·, in Mark's largest plant, are tine<· 

Sl'p;iratl' assemhly· lines plus farilitit·s for 111an11far

tl1ring frar,1es, hrakl's, \,heels. dri\'eshafts and t·ahs. 

From tlw Allentown plant ronH· the famed :\1 ack 

tr11rks, buses and chassis for i\lack fire apparatus. 

For .g years Marks have rolled out of Allentown 

to t·Hry· part of the glohl·. l\lack vehides and Mack 

men have served our nation in two world wars. And 

in peacetime thesl' trnrks have made an even greater 

rontrihution to the advanreme1lt of our standard 

of living. 

\ l.tny thousands of Allentown nttzt•ns have 

\\or ked with l\l ack during these .JS years. Today 

more than 3000 men and women arc employed in 

thl' factories and offices of the Mack plant. Through

out the world the city of Allentown has gained fame 

as the home of the Mack truck. Herc is a typical 

example of a great industry and a great city growing 

tog('ther, prospering hecausc of each other. 

43 



100 TIIRS of Gas Service 
1850 in the ALLENTOWN-BETHLEHEM EASTON AREA 1950 

'T' ll E histor~' of the :\lkntown-lkthklwm ( ;;ts 
Comp:in~· dates h:ick one hundred ~-l'ars to 

the year 1850. In that Har Dr. \\'illiam F. 
Dan;rn·skv of Allentown er~·cted a small co;tl gas 
plant in dw yard of his horm: to m_anufac_t 11re g;1s 
for his own ust>. He later L11d a ZIIH' ma111 along 
Hamilton Street to suppl~· merchants and othns. 
For a while, gas was delivered to ,,:·rsons at ;1 dis
tance from the main~ in ruhher or k;tther hags 
delivered by wagon. It was in this manner th;1t 
gas was introduced into the Cit~· of Bethldwm. 
The price of gas at that time was ~3.SO per thous
and cu hie feet. 

The Easton (ias Company was also granted a 
charter to supply gas to the City of Easton in 
thr year 1850. 

A:·ler the introduction of gas into lkthld1e1n 
in bags delivered in wagons a Company was organ
ized in 1853 called the Bethlehem Gas Company. 
Other companies were organized on the South 
and \Vest sides and later merged to form the 
Bethlehem Consolidated Gas Company. 

A few years later ga~ was introdu<.-ed into 
Catasauqua with the organization of the Catasau
qua Gas Company in 1856. The streets of Cata
sauqua were lighted by gas lights for the first 
time that year. 

The introdultion of gas into other parts of 
our territory took place at a much later date. 
The Emmaus Gas Company was formed in 1907 
and the Highland Gas Company at Quakertown 
in 1909. 

On December 15, 1913, The Allentown Gas 
Company, the Bethlehem Consolidated Gas 
Company, Peoples Gas Company of Lehigh Coun
ty and Consumers Gas Company of Northampton 
County, successors to the Catasauqua Gas 
Company, were merged into the Allentown
Bethlehem Gas Company. 

I lmn·,·t·r. it was not 1111til 11>-lS. d11ring the 
~l-co1ul \\'orld War. that the last link was forged 
to form thr gas S_\'St1·111 which now supplies 011r 
grt·;1t Ld1i,.d1 \'alle~· \letropolit;111 area. 011 
Fchrnan· I of that \"ear :\llentow11-lkthlelwm 
( ;;,s l'o.111pa11~· ;1cqui,:ed tlw gas propntics of 
\letropolitan Edison l'o111pa11y consisting of tht' 
origin;tl l-:;1sto11 (i;1s \\'orks and the gas propcrtil·s 
;1t ~azarcth. fornierh· tlw Interurban (;as 
l '0111p;111_\·, which tlw~· i1cq11ir<'d in 11>2 1

) 

Records show that in !<)OJ .\llet1tow11 (;;is 
('0111pam· produced Sl,B2 \l.l'.F. of gas. Tod;1_\· 
six times that murh is produced in a single month. 
In I <)OS thl' Com pan_\· had 30 mil<.·s of mains, 33 
regular <'lllplo~·t-es and : .. • annual panoll of 
i32,()()(). The total n·,·t·1111t· for that \:ear w;,\ 
i117,()1)(). . 

At the pt'l'St·nt time ,-\lle11tm,·n-lktl1ft.l1t·111 
(ias l'ompany. which is mm posed of fiftv-fiH 
predc-ressor companies, sern·s (i7,000 c11sto111ers in 
the Cities of Allentown. Bethlehem and Easton 
and -U Boroughs and Townships in the thrt>e 
t·ounties of Bucks, Lehigh and Northampton, and 
also sells ;•t wholesale to City (;as Company of 
Ph:llipshurg the entire gas suppl~· for Phillipsburg 
and \Vashington, N.J. 

Gas mains e:-:tend from the Delaware Ri\'n 
in Easton to a point ahout ten miles west of 
Allentown in the direction of Re,1cli11~, and fron1 
l\orthampton south to ~;ellersvillc. The popu
lation of the area is about 300,000. The com pan,· 
m, ns four gas manufacturin,:i; plants and a net
work of (>45 miles of m.iins. During the past ten 
years the use of gas in tht· are;1 has more than 
douhled. Toclav the annual sales ;ire almost 
3,500,000,()(X) c.'r. Annual revenues are ov<r 
it<XX),000. There are 420 em,lloyees and the 
annual payroll is ~1,200,(X)O. T 1e average prirr 
of gas for the past 12 months was ~1.00 pt r 
thousand. 

THE ALLENTOWN-BETHLEHEM GAS COMPANY 
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BUSINESS LEADERS: H. LEH & Co. anJ HEss 
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The Shopping Center 
by 

Chamber of Commerce of Allentown 

Since the earliest davs of the rommu111ty 
''-hl'n tht.· trappt.·rs and other residents north of 
thl' rity came h<:re to procure supplit.·s and trade 
pdrs, Allentown has been a shopping renter. 

H11t for mon· than a year after the se.ttling 
of :\llentown, David Deshler, the city's first 
shopktTper, had a 111onopoly· on the retail trade. 
It "·as not until 17(1-t that Peter Rhoads opc·ned 
his tailor shop at 107-109 ~orth S1:\·enth Street 
in a building now ocrupil'd h_\' an auto acn:ssoril's 
ston·. This is the 011h· one of the husiness build
ings of that era remaining in use in tlw city. 

Strl't'tS had bet.·n laid out by Justice Allen's 
s111n·yors hut 110 grades had been set ;;nd as a 

rrst1lt the t\\·o stores ocrupied places by the side 
of a n-ry· wi<k, crude road which was then known 
as :\lien Stn·<·t. I II the original plans for the 
ro1111111111it)·• :\11<'11 strl'et was to be the city·'s 
rhid busin<'ss tl1oroughfan·. It was a natural 
link with the mountains to tlw south and the 
rommunitie!> to till' north. 

I lmn·wr, (;<·orge (;raff of Egypt, noticing the 
fairh- lewl ground on I lamilton Street westwardly 
from Penn street, determined to create a lrnsiness 
strtTt of this thoroughf;m.-. I-le estahlislwd a 
stor<' lwtw<'rn Se\'enth and Eighth on Hamilton 
Stn'l't in I 79S and thus set the pattern for the 
dt\'dopment of Allentown's central shopping 
district. 

First Hamilton Street Store 

( ;.-aff's was the first store of major importance 
in the community and remained the lone store 
on I lamilton Street for several years. The new 
ston·s which opened immediately afterward 
locattd on Seventh Street or at the square. 

The next shop to open was James \\'ilson's 
Stott· near the present site of Kuhns & Shank
weiln. \Vilson's son and a partner named 
Selfridge took over the ownership of the store 
later and it became Selfridge and Wilson's. 
Selfridge was an Army officer and Indian fighter 
and went west\\'ard when the city hegan growing 
too rapidly. 

In 1795 we ha \'e the first accounts of night 
life in the com111tmity. It n·ntl'red around 
Ruhe's Rainbow Ta\'ern at St:\'e11th and Linden 
Streets. Since dw tavern was remo\'ul from the 
n·nrer of population tlw sporting gentll'mcn of 
till' day could enjoy their gror and their friends 
unmt•!L·sted by those who frowned on drinking. 
:\t that time \\'atcr Street, now Lehigh Strl't't, 

\\·as tlw center of fashion. 

Development of the shopping district was 
slew ;111d hy· rn I I there "<:re only six stores in 
the city. Tht·se included: \\'ilson's, Deshler's, 
Graff's, \\.illiam Eckert's 011 South St.·Hnth 
Street, Prter Snyder's \\'htrt the Dime bank 
building is now loratrd and P<:ter Rhoads'. In 
the following year R.ihe's tobacconist shop was 
opened on :'\orth Se\'enth Street between Hamilton 
and Linden Streets. 

The yc·ar 18)) remains noteworthy· since the 
establishment of :\llentown as a borough was 
follm...-ed immedi'.ltel~- hy passage of an ordinanre 
ordering grading and ge11<.T1 I impronnwnt of 
th<' streets. Roads into the city ,n·re also being 
improv<'d and business progressed with improwd 
travd conditions. 

The seven ston·s did all of the bi.siness until 
) 8) S when new stores were opened. Foremost 
of these were Saegers' general store opposite Zion 
Reformed Church, by Jacob and Daniel Saeger; 
Spangenherg & Gangewere, South Seventh Street; 
\Vagner & Dobbins, at the southwest corner of 
Eighth and Hamilton Streets, and Ruhe and 
Eckert's, on North Seventh Street. 

Saegers' store, forerunner of the department 
store, was purchased by Godfrey and Christian 
Pretz and in 1830 they purchased a building at 
the southeast corner of Sixth and Hamilton Streets 
where thev were reported to have reached a peak 
of $60,()(X) in sales in 1843. In l~S9 the store was 
sold to Hiram Guth & Compar,y. 

The Farmers' Market 
In 1817 a farmers' market was located on the 

Square and remained there until it was torn down 

(Co11ti,11uJ on I'agt 49) 

4i 



48 

t I 

' 
111 tu, 

1r It 

53 YEARS OF LOOKING AHEAD 
.... that's what Old Home \Veek means to Hess 
Brothers. 53 years of enthusiasticallv serving a 
progressin.·, thriving community ... k110wing that 
onh· the hest and most modern merchandising was 
J!()(;d enough for the active, growing Lehigh\ alley. 

And Hess Brothers has grown \VITI-I the Lehigh 
\"allev. Old Timers will remember the store's 
opt·ni"ng in 1897--a store space on only 50 x 125 
feet with a staff of onl~, 23 persons. By compari
son, Hess Brothers now occupies almcjst half a 
million square feet of floor space and is staffed h~· 
nearh· 1,(XX) Lehigh Valley people, many of whom 
have· made careers of merchandising in the 
modern manner. 
, ~tax and Charles Hess, who pioneered the mod
ern departmentalized store in this area, were 
considered vears ahead of their time--even hack 
in 1897 when they opened the store. But their 
faith in the growth of the area was well-founded- -
the Hess Brothers store has expanded steaciily 
since that date. 

Hardly a _, ear---and seldom a month--has pass
ed without a major expansion or improvement to 
better serve our customers. To us---alwavs look
ing ahead-it seems like history but it was really 

news when Hess's first opened 6 complete floors 
devoted to merchandise. 

Allentcl'vn's first Esr;tlators were seen in I f<"ss 
Brothers - saving time and effort for our custom
ers. Best of all, they serve all floors. 

Air-Conditioning --- another "First" at Hess's 
adding greatly to the convenience and comfo1 t 
of the public. 

These arc o,1ly three of the hundreds of major 
improvements which have helped make H<''iS 

Brothers trulv "One of America's Better Ston•s" 
-----known to· manufacturers and resource<. the 
countrv-over as a leading retailer. 

\Vh~t does all tliis add up to? 
To you, our customers, it means just this ... 

with :/our patronage over the years, Hess BrothC'rs 
services to you have expanded- - always a largl"r, 
finer store in which to shop. As Hes~ Broth('rs 
expands in importance in American recailing---t he 
newest merchandise, the finest things and the 
benefits of the lowest prices. 

And so, the passage of 53 years finds us sr ill 
"Looking Ahead"-- as Max and (Juries Hess did 
back in 1897. \Vc'rc very proud of our history 
hut working towards---and eager for--the futtnc-. 

HESS BROTHf RS 
•I If A 111 .,. a._ fl, I. ' ' I I\ • I ■' ...... i:,a 



THE SHOPPING CENTER 
(C,,111i,111td f,,,111 l'a1:,t .Ji) 

during the firt' on 1\scension Da~·. 18-18. 
:\ Ill'\\' market w;1s OfH'llt.'d at Church and Lind('n 
Strt·l'ts l'll'\'t•n ~·l·ars lah'r and continut·d in oper
ation until UN? when it was razt'd for the t.·rt·rtion 
of our (. 'it~· I l:tll. 

John I faint·s opt.·1wd a stort' at Eighth and 
I lamilton Stn.·t·ts in I H20 and confinl'd his business 
ro trading with thl' farnwrs, taking tht'ir form 
pr()dt1cts in <'Xd1ange fnr nwn:hanclise. I fa~, 
sl·;1ks Wt'rt' placl'd on tlw Square in 1832 aJ1d n·-
111;1i11t·d in us(· up to the timl' thl' I lotd Allen was 
st ;1rted. 

Just as thl' n·sidl·nts of con1111unitil's north 
of :\llt·ntown had to rdy on local shops for their 
supplies during tlw t.·arly da~·s of Allt.•ntmn1, the 
mt'rd1ants had to rel~· upon foreign manufac
turers for tht.•ir merd1;111dist.· during the same 
pl'riod. American manufoctun·rs were not produc
ing in sufficitnt quantit~· to suppl~· tftt.· ston·s 
and we find a record in the late ( 'harles Roberts' 
history of Lehigh County of thl' fart that in 1838 
thne were twent~·-thrce stort.'s in the cit~· selling 
"for<'ign nwrrhandise." l\krchandise from all 
on-r the world l·an still lw purchased in the 
stores, hut Aml'rican made produrts now com
prisl' the b1ilk of stocks. The early settlers of 
:\llentown bought imported nwrchandise be
r;111s<' thne was 1u1 other adequate suppl~·. 

(. 'lose study of the history of the shoppin~ 
distrirt ren·als the sharp changes which orc111n·d 
in store ownership. :'\o c:xplanations arc offered. 
:'\o doubt sonw found nwrchandising was a 
hazardous business while other shops ,,·ert.· dis
c,:minued when the owners died or moved on 
to other communities. In 1832 thert· were 2-J 
sto1es listt.·d in the rit~· and of these only fomf<'t.•n 
\\'t•n· in husinl'ss in I 838. 

M. S. Young Oldest Store 
The oldest of our present day stores was open

t·d in 1843, shortly after Peter Newhard opened 
a similar store mt Hamilton Street. In that 
year Stephen Barher and Jost>ph "fot111~ opened 
tlH·ir hardware store. It was latt.·r ;1cquircd by 
~Lirk S. Young and has continued in operation 
hy memhers of the family sine<.• that time, grow
ing to ht.•come one of the cast's largest whole
salt--ret ail hardware outlets. 

In 1847 Henry Sdrnureman opened a men's 
dot!1ing store on Hamilton street. The store has 

remained continually in businl'ss since that time 
hut passed through six different ownerships 
llt'fort· li<'ing arquir<'cl by Bohlen, Ciross a1:d 
i\lo,·er. 

.-\ ~·ear later, lune I, 18-rn, was the disastrous 
Ascension Day fire. Business houses in the city 
r<'mained clos<'d on Asct·nsion Da~· for many 
years thereafter. The fire broke out in a stable 
in tlw n·ar of a shop on ~onh SnTnth Street. 
There was a high ,,·ind ;111d the flames spread 
rapidly, destroying or damaging nearl~· half the 
l'lt\', 

I ft.·nr~· Leh founded 1-1. Leh & l.'on1pan~· in 
18SO as a manufacturer of men's and boys' shoes. 
The compan_,. sold shots at rl'tail. It was not 
1111til 1877 that tlw two branches of the husiness 
were separated. The manufacture of shoes was 
disnmtinucd when the present stort' was huilt. 

Two of tht> city's oldest wholesale houses 
were founded in 1856 and 1857. E. \V. Trexler 
founded tlw Trexler Lumber Company in 1856 
and Bittner-Hunsicker was established the follow
mg year. 

Forty stores ,,·c·re doing husiness in the city 
in 1860, induding \\'. II. Appel's jewelry store 
which has l'Olltin11t'd in the same location and 
under the same family control for the past 
ninety years. In 1862, Jacob L Farr, Sr., found
c·d Farr's Shoe Stores and this, too, has remai1ll'd 
unckr the control of the family since that time. 
Kdler's Jewelry Store was founded in 18()5 by 
Edwin and S. S. Keller. 

Pioneer Business 

As a result of the many changes in ownership 
of various retail and wholesale conrt?rns there 
are very few operating today which were in husi
ness prior to the turn of the (,'entury. There are 
cmly 14 stores in Pennsylvania more than 100 
years old. 1 lowever, after the incorporation of 
Alkntown as a city in 1867 there were a number 
of business establishments founded which are 
continuing under the firm name. Among this 
group of retailers and wholesalers are such firms 
as the C. A. Dorney Furniture Company, founded 
in 1872; Koch Brothers, which was originally 
Koch and Shankweiler, founded 111 1876; 

(ContinsuJ on Pagt .50) 
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Ehhccke's, 1 ~S 1; \\'. H. Taylor & Company 
and C. \'. ~xlwlly and Brother, 1883; Kramer's 
l\lusic House. founded in IX87; Dungan and 
Fry, foundrd in 1893: Shankwtiler and Lehr, 
now Kuhns & Shankwl·iler. founded in 1890; and 
Hess Brothers. founded h~· i\1 ax and Charil's 
Hess in 1897. 

The C. :\. Dorney Furniture Company is the 
outgrowth of the Dorney and Berkemeycr furni
ture facton· which was founded in 1872. l'. A. 
Dorney acquired the business when the separat.ion 
of tlH- retail and manufacturing branches was 
made in 1877 and in 1898 the firm was purchased 
hy Charles Zicgenfus "hose family <.'ontinues thl' 
operation. 

Koch Brothers had its origin when Frank \\'. 
Koch and \Vilson Shankwciler founded a men's 
clothing store in 1876. \Vilson Shankwcilcr died 
in 1890. four ,·ears after the firm had moved to 
the present location, and Mr. Koch acquired sole 
ownership of the firm. Later he ,, as joined by 
his brother. Thomas J. Koch, and the firm he
\'.ame Koch Brothers. Lewis Shankweiltr, who 
had hccn with the original store of Koch and 
Shankweiler, and \\'illiam C. Lehr formed a 
partnership of Shankweiler and Ldu in 1890 
and located next door to Koch Brothers. The 
new men's store moved across the street to the 
southwest corner of Seventh and Hamilton Streets 
and later the members of the Kuhns family ac
quired the Lehr interests, forming the ·new firm 
of Kuhns and Shankweiler. 

Elmer E. Dungan and Joseph P. Fry origin
ally had their furniture store on North Seventh 
Street where it remained for many years before 
the present location ,, as purchased. 

Hess Brothers, Max and Charles Hess, opened 
their little shop at the old Black Bear Hotd and 
in the course of the fifty-three years of operation 
it has become one of the leading department 
stores in the State. 

Zollinger and Harned's history dates hack 
to 1866 when a store was opened hy \Villiam R. 
Lawfer and \V. R. Steckel. The store was later 
purchased by Mr. Lawfer and passed through 
periods when it was operated as Lawfer and 
Harned, and Lawfer and Early before it was 
acquired by the present ownership. Schelly's 
has always been located on North Seventh 
Street and has become an important factor in the 

distribution of hardwan· products. \\'. H. Taylor 
and Compan~· has constantly been expandin~ its 
business, installation of industrial marhinery. 

First of the \'ariety stores opem·d in tl1<.· cit~· 
was F. \\'. \\'oolworth's which made its first 
report of sales to the honH· office in Dect'mlwr, 
18~N. The store was located at (>-U I lamilton 
Street original!~·. mo,·ed to the sit<: of tlw pn..·sent 
Lerner Store and ren·ntly erected its Ill'\\' building 
in the 700 hlork on Hamilton Stn·l·t. 

0. 11. Dietrich, founder of the Dit•trirh 
i\lotor Company·, was a hicyclt.· dl'aler in dw 
ctt\' Ill 19CO when lw hl'raml.' interested in auto 
sales. Dietrich ~lotor Company is the oldest 
in the point of continuous operation in the rity·. 

\\'l'therhold & Metzger's was not established 
until 1908 when George \\'etherhol<l and Owen 
\\'. Mttzger formed a partnership and opened 
their shop at 71-1 Hamilton Street. (i11th's 
luggagt shop was formerly \Vardman's. It was 
purchased at the turn of the century hy Georgt· 
J. Guth who was later _joined hy his hrotlwr 
If arry who has •:ontinued the business. 

It w;1s these firms whirh formed the bark hone 
for the dcwlopment of Allentown as one of thl' 
most prcgn·ssive commercial centers in tlw 
nation. Even during the days when Hamilton 
Street was know,; for its wooden awnings, its 
hitching posts, its whistlin~ peanut roastcrs and its 
midtown utility poles, citizens were building 
solidly for Allentown's husim·ss future. 

Tlwre were many stores which entered the 
srene, thrived for a short time or failed and then 
disappeared, hut all of them helped to make tht 
city a good wholesale and retail center. In tlw 
final analysis it ,, as those firms which wl·athen·d 
the storms of l'rnnomic cycles which laid the 
foundation for the rommercial lift· of the city as Wt: 

know it today. 

t• 

City Is Accessible 

\\'hile grades had heen set for the streets 111 

1811 it was not until early in 19<X) that streers 
were paved. In that year Hamilton Street from 
Penn to Eighth was given an asphalt cover\'d 
surface and sinre that time street-paving lus 
kept pace with the growth of the city. 

(Conlinurd on l'ag, ;h) 
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In 1850, a 11t1111her of leading far111ers and ent<:rpns111g c1tw:ns heca111e int<.-1~·sted 

in thl' project of forming an agricultural societ~·• which was to have for its aim 

"the impro,·ement and ad\'ann·mt·1H of agrin1h11re, lwrtirulture, li\'estock and 

domt·stic and mechanic ;ins." · 

A seril's of meetings wert.' lwld during till' years of 1850 and 185 l at the Eagle 

I lotel, Allentown; at Ruchs\'ille, Breinigs\'ill<-', ;ind Millerstown. Th<: first on<.·, 

however, at which definite action was taken, convened at the public house of 

\\'illiam Leisenring in Egypt, \Vhitd1all township, on _l;;nuary 2-fth, 1852. There 

it was resoJn_,d to organize an agricultural society for Ld1igh County and a com

mittee was appointed to prepare a t:onst1tut1on. The constitution was adopted 

on February 3, I 8S2. 

Pn·parations were immediately begun for tlw holding of th<.' first L<-'high County 

agricultural fair. Allentown, being at that time already a flourishing town and 

also the county scat, was selected as the most convenient place for this purpose. 

The first fair was held on October (,, 7 and 8, I 852, on a fiw-acre plot of ground 

located East of Fourth Street, lwtwcen \\'alnut and Union Streets. It is recorded 

that this fair was so sucn:ssful that the managers at once folt warranted in taking 

stq,s to makC' this featun· of the society a permanent institution. 

The second fair was held September 28, 29 and 30, 1853, on a tract of land North 

of Liberty Street, between Fifth and Sixth Strt.'Cts, which was leased for this pur

pose, and later purchased hy the societ~·. 

In 1889 the present site was purchas1.>d and many of the structures on the old 

grounds were transferred to the new fairgrounds, and new buildings were erected. 

The year of 1901 marked the scmi-l't'ntcnnial celebration, half a century of steady 

progress of the Society. A half-mile track of oval shape ,,·as laid out. In 1910 a 

new steel grandstand was erected. 

From time to time improvements have het·n made and everything is now bcin~ done 

to begin modernization of the grounds 

Do NoT FAIL To V1srr : 

THE GREAT ALLENTOWN FAIR 
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1903 

MAIN OFFICE 
7TH .,_,_0 HAMIi.TON STS, 

BRANCH 
111.GI-IMAN ST, AT RIDGE AVE. 

195() 

NATIONAL BANK 
The Merchants Bank of Allentown ope11ed 

for husines on the first floor of the pn·scnt 
Y.M.C.A. building on l\brch 30, 1903. Its first 
officers were: President, Fred E. Lewis; vire~ 
president, Thomas J. Koch; cashier, Charles 0. 
Schantz. 

In 1916 the hank purrhastd the A. M. SprinRcr 
store property at the southwest torncr of Seventh 
and Hamilton Strcers and crectcJ a modern hank 
structure which was occupied in Septcmher, 1921. 

OFF It 'EkS 

Still latn, the Chronicle & News httilding at the 
r<'ar of the hank was acquired and added for the 
Mnchants Banl: • use. 

To cttcr to the needs of growin~ Allentown, 

the hank n:ccndy (•rerted a modem hr.inch 
building on the northt·asr t·orner of Ridge t\\'c1111e 

and Tilghman str<·cts, which was opened for 
husinrss on D<:cemlwr 19, 19-t<J, as its Tilghman 
Stn•et Brnnrh. 

/>roidtnl, l.ons p, All\\'J.1/.11!: /'ia-/ 1,oi,/r11!.r, 01.lHk .'-:. r,.\l :-s. 
lh,rnun IL \\',..(;s11t .,:-.11 lh:-10- T. Koc11: Ca.l1irr, S. II. C,111 lh-rn; 
Tru1t O/fiar, Jo11N R. IJHWI<,; .-!I.ri.1t<J11/ Cwhia a11d Hrawli .\fanai;rr, 

II. SnwAIO Kooss; ,./udi!M, ,\l. \\'. SNrt1t•K; .Ir.ri.1111111 Ca.rhitr l;~olHil 

:\. \\'11-:<,Nt!I.; .1JJi.rta111 Ca.rl1itr, It H. l'.,s11:1.L.,~.; ..Jui.rtant 8ra11rl1 
,1/ana~n. Kt'.NSE'IH C. Snsc;u1c .\ri!irittJr, :\l«Ts F. Su-HH!I.; ,-/JJistant 
Ca,hitr, Rn D. ~111.IH<; :lr.ri•ta//1 Carhirr. J,\\IIS I.. ~Jd;l!-i!H. 

Pkls10,\' :\I. B:\SII ,:-. 

P.,n. F. Brn:-.11< 
01 rnH ;-.;, Cutss 
_I. 01 !HR l)llff{N 

(i10R<;t IL lf11u1. 

Jos11•11 :\. L11111 R\t ,s 
( hns \\'. 7\h,z<;rn 
D.Hw :\. ~1111 rn 
l.ot'IS I'. Nn·\'.HIIK 

D\l.rnr-i F. Scuw\11 ,z 
<,trn«;i: F. Kst-1<1< ,\foR11.1s Sn.01:Ro,,11l 

f h:Nll.Y T. KoCII :\Rn-s F. St1.Hnl< 

lliRHI-IU u. \\',\(;NJ-k 



11AM II.TON STREET, .-II.I. ENTOl\'N'S l'R I Nl ., l'.-11. IIJ!SJ,l;J,:ss TIIOROl'l;JI HR f: 
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(Co11ti111ud f,0111 /'age 50) 

As roads throughout the suhur hs improwd, 
traffic to :\llento\\·n 's ston·s and \\'holesalc houses 
increased. During the past twenty years through 
their efforts in their organization, the l'hamlwr 
of(_ 'ommcn:e, tlw rctaikrs ha\'e grcatl~- expanded 
their trade an:a and today ship1m·nts of 11w1-chan
dist: within a radius of thirn·-fin· miles are sdwd-
11lcd rq.~ularl~·-

From the da\·s of Da\'id Deshll'I and his littll' 
shop on South St:Hnth Strl'et the cit/s retail 
n>lume has grown to ~ 1-11,000,(X)O according 
to the 1948 census report. 

One of the major factors in the city's retail 
and "·holesale growth ,ns the- transformation 
of its ;1ppeara11ce, started in 1918. :\layor t\. 
L. Reidwnhach b~· persistent effort and c-nrnur
agl'd h~· the more progressive busin<'ssmen of 
the community complete!~- changed the look 
011 Hamilton Stret:t and other streets in the 
central business district b~, ha,·ing all light poles, 
all wooden awnings and unsightly signs rrmowd. 

Sin<.·e then Allent<,wn 's business district has 
heen undergoing constant change. During tht 
da\'S of the depression more than i2,ooo,(K)() 
\\·en· spent in fare lifting the cit\''s central shop-

ping district. Additional millions were spt'11t 
in the past der;ult', and plans l·all for fun IH·r 
beautification and 111odt·rniz;1tion. 

Banking In Allentown 

Thl' first krnk in tlH' cit\' \\as founded in I Sil 
Thl' ~onhampton Bank, as it was callt-d, was 111-
ratt·d on t lw JHt'Sl·nt sitt· oft lie :\llt-nt< •Wll :\ at ion al 
lbnk. Tlit· :\ort h;11npton Bank continw·d to 
pro~pn until I S·l2 \\'ht'll a snies of 1oans pLtct•d 
the hank 1n dithrnlt,·. It was dw:cd on luly 
15. 1843. 

Twl'ln· \'ears Liter tlw :\llentown :'\at;,,qal 
Bank was organizt·d and 01w1wd at tlw pH·st·tH 
location. It was rnit· of the first suhsnihns to 
the !oral ttlephom· service institutt:d by Daniel 
Cortwright. The SlllTl'SS of this instirnti:>11 prompt
ed the opening of tlw St·rond :\ati,>nal lbnk 
in 18(>3, Tlw Lehigh \'alle_,· Trust Compa,·>· in 
JXX(>, '!"'w :\lerrhants :\ at ion al B.rn!: in l 1)03, 
and the l,iberty Bank and Trnst (. 'om pan\· in 
19PJ. Thl' hanks at thl' lll'ginning of till' y·t·ar 
had r<'sourn.·s of 1il 22,(K)(),()()() .111d deposits oi 
lll'arh· lil 10,(X)O,(~H 

LEIII<;tf & NEW ENW.AND RAILROAD TERMINAL 
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THROUGH THE YEARS WITH - - -

THt: 0111t11-..H. Wt:nu:ttuow k ~h:noi:K SroRt 
Op<•nf'II April 11, l\~h at 714 Hamilton Strft't 

~O\IE OF TIIE Cll:\PTl•:RS I:'\ TIIF 
\\'ETIIERIIOLD & \ILTZc;t-:k 
42-YE:\R "sn·c1-:ss STORY'' 

lo, 1, \\'1•tliNJuJ,I ,\- ~l1•t111rr 
71 S Fo111"lr.l at ;11 llannl• 

tou Strt'<·t. 

101) l'1r,t rnrn'<·tiH mu,
-., ~. r .. rt sl11"' ,h·p.irt 1111't1t 

r,,\Jrull~I i11 Allrntnw11. 

1913 

I91X 

1922 

t •1••ni1,~ nf l,:~<1'111<'11! 
,tori•, d11l,ln·1•·• ,h,11' 
dq.art111t•11t anu lm~i-
1·r\', l,andl,al( nml f!'-
1,:i1r ,lq,1rt1111•nl 

I i1~·ni11g of tl,r Ill'\\ 

I\ rt l,rrl,o!.I ,\- :\frhl{rr 
,l,,11' store 111111 otlirr 
t.ulldilll( at il!I llamil
ton l'trwt 

t l1>t>ni11g of the :\rrh 
l'r{"l'l'f\"N 1'1.oc.• H tmr 
at H6 l'cnt1 Sttt'(•t, 
ll<"a<li11p,. l'a. 

193 l 01oeni11g of the uc\\' 
· · \\ ethrrholil & :\IN zicrr 

Sl,Ol'Slor!'at Ill! l\·m1 
St, Hra,liul(, l'a 

lf'Hl.CO.ll R TO 

OLD 11O.l/R ll'EEA'! 

19 1 4 Op(•1ti11;; . of th<" Sl,O(> 
-r Hrpa1r l :ll'lory al :?I 

N. llall Stm.•t. 

1950 t >1 ... 11in~ of ti,<' . :-i<"w 
lp,Town Sh,ll' Stor<' 
al \t.",.\-7>', llamhto11 St. 

one of America's 

finest Shoes Stores 

in one of 

America's Finest 

Cities! 

A L.utOtR -'SO SEWER WITHf.RUOLO & ~h:TlGER Sl\lRE 
Opened April II, WIS at 719 Ho.1111lt011 8trl~.'I (pr1..,..,ut loralion) 

Tiu: N>:w Wum:RHoLO ,\ ~hnnr.R llr-Tnw:, 811011: Sr.>Rt: 
Openl'II ~l,mh 25, IOSO at 953.._-.,i; Hamilton St..reet 

A1.u,1owN ..... at 
719 I Lt111ilton Stn·ct .in1I 
953-S · 1 lamilton Streets 

WETHERHOLD & METZGER 
RtAl>ING ••••• at 
642 Penn Street The Store of Famous Shoes 
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Transportation 
Allentown Chamber of Commerce 

:\s tlw city grew beyond tlw -12 square blocks 

original!~· laid out hy Justin· Allen's survcyors, 

thl' distann.· hrtwl't'll home and work and home 

and shop increased and tlw n<'ed for local public 

tra11sport ;1t1011 lwramt· <·viclt-nt. 

For many years till' horse or horse drawn 

whirles furnislH'd the onl~· nll'ans of transpor

tatton. It was slow and unsatisfactor\' and ford

ing tlw streams for jounu.·ys to the east was 

dangerous. 

Thr first .1ttl'111pt to overcome sonw of the 

natural handicaps in local transportation was 

made in 1788 when a proposal to construct a 

bridge across the Jordan on I lamilton Street 

was recommen<l<·d to the city fathers. There 

was such violent protest against the idea that it 

wa'- abandoned and the city fathers compromised 

hy permitting the erenion of a bridge across the 

crctk at Union Street. It was not until 1837 

that a stone bridge was built across the Jordan 

on Hamilton Street. 

Two companies were granted charters for the 

erection of a bridge across the Lehigh river 

within fixed time limits and failed. In 1812 a 

third company was chartered and erected a chain 

suspension bridge which i; mained in use until it 

was destroyed by the flood in 1862. A temporary 

structure was used until 1867 when an iron span 

was plan·d over the ri\'Cr. 

On l\lay 21, 1868, a horse-car line was placed 

in operation in the city after having been char

tered under the Street Railway Act of 1865. 
The line operated from the Black Bear Hotel, 

wlwrc Hess Brothers is now located, to the 

Lehigh Valley Depot. The line had permission 

to extend its services to the Allentown Iron \Vorks 

and also Catasauqua. 

The Bethlehem-Allentown Street Railway 

was organiz<'d in 1889 and operated bet,veen the 

two co11111111ntt1es. The company was succeeded 

h>· the Allentown-Bethlehem Rapid Transit 

company which erected an electric powerhouse 

in the First \Varel in 1891. The company procured 

999 ~Tar leases on other lines in the area and the 

group of companies was 111ergecl to form the 

Lehigh \' alley Traction Company which devel

oped our present public transportation system. 

Meanwhile w;- ~s to various neighboring com

muniti,,s lw,-, been built and the Allentown

Kutztown trolley system was organized in 1895. 

In 1902 this became part of the Allentown

Reading Tranion Company and continued in 

operation until a few years ago, being superseded 

by the present bus route. 

\Vith the development of the auto industry, 

the use of busrs in local transportation was intro

duced and gradually increased and with the 

expansion of the excellent paved highways ca,ne 

another development in transportation-the use 

of motorized freight lines. Buses are toda~· 

supplanting the trolley lines and the motor 

freight lines :ire serious competitors of railroads 

for certain types of cargo. Today more than 300 

large trucks play an important part in hauling 

merchandise or materials in and out of the city 

daily. 

The first paved streets in the city were not 

constructed until after the beginning of the 

present century but in the past fifty years great 

changes have been made in road construction. 

Asphalt and block paving has been giving way to 

greatly improved reinforced concrete roadways. 

These developments have made important 

contributions to the expansion of the city as an 

industrial, retail and wholesale center. 

$9 
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L E-H I G H VA LL E Y T RA N S I T COMP A N Y 
and its predecessor companies have been identified with progress in getting people 
to their destinations in comfort and safety for over eighty years. Lehigh Valll'y 
Transit Company was incorporated in 1905 but the transportation systl'm in tht· 
Lehigh \'alley is for the most part the sutTessor to the t·arly horse car lines. 

186S · -First horse car line in the City of Allentown d1artnl'd. 

UNI - City horse car lines electrified. 

1892 --Lines extended to Bethlrlwm and Catasauqua. 

I 900 Line extended from Allentown to Chestnut I lill. 

1912 Liberty Bell trolley line rommctlt'ed opcr;ttio11. 

1925 -Lehigh \' alley Transportation l'ompa11~·, bus opNating subsidiar_,·, incorpor
ated. 

1950 -Lehigh Valley Transit Company system operates 100 miles of trolley and 
25-J miles of hus routes serving S(, ro11111111nities in Lehigh, Burks, North
ampton and i\lontgo,m.·r~· Counties with an approximate population of 
3 50,()()(). It operatt•s I 0-J trolle~ ~ars and 13 7 buses and carries approxim
ately 50,0()(),000 passengers annually. The Company has o\'er 700 employees. 

FEINBERG & SONS 

Garment Manufacturers 

* * * 
IN BUSINESS IN ALLENTOWN FOR FORTY YEARS 

HAVE AL\VAYS EMPLOYED LOCAL LABOR 

HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ALLENTOWN'S GRO\VTH 



I r. 

THE OLD AND THE NEW: Above, Tiw1.u\'s IN YARD AT FAJR\'HW CAR BARN, and below, 
MooERl'i lkSEs \\'HrcH ARE Jt-\Ptul\' REPLAcrNc; TRoLLHS 

., 
.1s<J., "I; • ..... ... ·.-
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The Public Schools 
by 

CHARLES H. N EH F 

/lisual Education Dirt'ctor 
Allentoum School /Jistrirt 

The Allentown Public school system, thirty
nine ~·ears older than the incorporated status of 
the City itself, has enjoyed a growing reputation 
in its now 132 years of continuous existence. 
Stl'eped in the American pattern of con1munity 
life, the district has advanced until H,222 boys 
and girls were enrolled in its 26 schools during 
the 1949-50 term. 

Initiated in 1828, the historic records of the 
area indicate that the horough of Northampton 
(:\ilcntown) and the townships of Salisbury and 
Northampton p;1id i421.71 for the education of 
their children. In 1833 the borough ~lone paid 
$434.77. 

Provisions for the first public education pro
gram in Allentown were founded ,_,n a Common
wealth Act of 1824. Under its terms the children 
of those unable to pay for private instruction 
were to be provided education at the expense 
of the county. 

Boys and girls from families in the lower in
come brackets were permitted to attend any 
orw of the approved private schools in the borough. 
Tuition expenses, according to the first act, were 
undl'rwritten hy the county officials. 

Famous Act of 1834 
Championed by the great American education 

lcadt·r Thaddeus Stevens, the State legislature 
passed the Model Public School Act of 1834. School 
distrirts, upon the approval of the local clcctor
au·, could be estahlished for the cduaction of all 
hoys and girls, regardless of their race, color, or 
Cf(.'('(I. 

The ink on the bill had hardly dried when 
residents of Northampton horough began their 
campaign to establish a functioning local school 
district. Opinion mounted and during an an
no111w~d meeting of the citizenry held on Septem
ber 12, 18H, in the public house of George 
Wt•r hcrhold, ;rn influential group assembled un
animously passed the following resolution: 

"\Vhereas, We believe that educa
tion contributes to the happiness of man 
and the \\-elfare of society, and we de-

sire, so far as in our power, to improve 
the moral conditions of the community, 
and to perpetuate free institutions, there
fore, 

"Resolved, That we solemnly believe 
that an act passed at the late session of 
the legislature entitled 'an act', et<.',, if 
put in force will he of ad vantage to the 
poor as well as the rich, and we will 
therefore apply all honorable means at 
the next election to secure the success of 
I 

,. 
t w system. 

Efforts of the friends of the new law were 
so successful that it was adopted in the election 
of the same year hy a vote of 137 to one. Mem
hers of the first school board were: Jacob 
l\lohr, J. S. Gibbons Esq., George Haberacker, 
\Villi:1111 Fry, Alexander Taylor, and George 
Keiper. 

The Mingo School 
Jn the transition period immediately follow

ing the local approval of the public school act, 
all boys and girls continued to attend the private
lv run sdwols. Tuitions averaging from $10 to 
$20 per term, depending upon the number of 
suhje<.·ts the student carried, were underwritten 
hy the district. 

(~round work for the first public school 
building was bC"gun on August 30, 1837, when a 
tract of land was pun·hasc:d by the "school district 
of tlw n>mmon school system" of Northampton 
township, Lehigh County, from \\'alter C. and 
Mary L. Livingston. A sum of iso was paid 
for the area in the triangular plot at the junction 
of \\'alnut and Union streets, near Front street. 

Upon this land the Mingo school, Allentown's 
first public school huilding, was constructed. 
The substantial brick building, 20 x 40 feet, 
housed the pupils from the lower end of the 
COlll llllllll ty. 

The first "female teadwr" was hired by the 
distril·t in 1838 and hy 1841, three of the six 

tContinutJ on Pagt 64) 
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.. 
teachers in the local schools were women. As 
the population of the borough advanced, records 
indicate that there were ten teachers in the system 
by 1849. 

In 1858, the first school house built by a 
"board of directors" was erected on Turner Street, 
west of Eighth. Prior to that time the thirteen 
graded schools were kept in buildings erected 
for other purposes, but purchased by the board 
Jnd converted into school houses. 

Allentown Hi&h School 
Allentown High School found its humble 

beginning in 1858, when R. \V. McApline took 
charge of a group of 14 secondary students in 
the Garber-Horne building, formerly the home 
of the North American Homeopathic School of 
Healing Arts. 

The following year, by a vote of six to two, a 
separate high school was established for each 
sex. Augustus Armagnac was named teacher 
for the male students and Mrs. Hannah L. 
Romig of the female high school. 

From 1859 to 1894 classes were held separately 
for the boys and girls. Notes from the AHS 
diary show that early dasses for the boys were 
held in the old Leh Store building and girls' 
sessions conducted in the Sunday School rooms 
of the First Presbyterian Churrh, North Fifth St. 

The first high srhool commencement was held 
in 1869 in the Presbyterian Church, and the first 
diplomas were awarded to the class of 1874. The 
Anniversary History of Lehigh county adds that 
the classes graduating from I 869 to I 874 subse
quently received diplomas also. High school 
classes were housed in the \Volf building from 
1880 to I 894, and for the next 22 years in the 
"Old Central" at Lumber and Turner Streets. 

The main building of the high school at 
Seventeenth and Turner Streets, was established 
in 1916. In 1930 the Annex, the Little Palestra, 
and the "tunnel" were added. Within the past 
decade the Nineteenth Street machine shop, 
Hunsicker electrical shop annex, Mack and Farr 
buildings, new stadium, and the vocational annex 
have been added. 

Clifford S. J. Bartholomew is principal of the 
school which has an average enrollment of 3,000 
students. A professional staff of 126 constitutes 
its ~idministrative and instructional personnel. 

Nine Superintendents 

Since 1868 when R. K. Buehrle was appointed 
first superintendent of the Allentown scho<>ls, 
the system has had nine educators in the top 
position. Buehrle who sen·ed from 1868 to )878 
was a teacher in the boys high school prior to 

his promotion. 

George \V. Desh sen·ed the interim from 1878 
to l SSI. For the next 12 years and until his 
retirement, Prof. L. B. Landis held the office of 
third superintendent. During his extensive 
teaching experience he taught in Allentown 
schools from 1871 to 1875. He was prinripal 
of Hokcndauqua schools before he was nanwd 
local superintendent in 1881. 

Francis D. Raub, associated with the Allt:11-
town scliools for 40 years, was superintend<'nt 
during the period of 1893-1916. Dental care 
and health examinations were inaugurated during 
his 23 year term of office. 

Dr. Hiram \\'. Dodd followed for the next 
20 ~•ears, serving from 1916 to 1936. Along with 
his assistant Charles F. Seidel, the extensive 
junior high school system was begun in Septemlwr, 
1927, by Superintendent Dodd. \Villiam L. 
Connor, the sixth superintendent, honored the 
position from )936-1942. 

Dr. Fred \V. Hosier's term of I 942-48 saw 
the erection of the 1\tidway Manor and Lt>high 
Parhi,•ay elementary units, Al-IS vocational annex, 
and the million doll:ir stadium; along with tlw 
purchase of the Mack and Farr propt>rtics and 
the Nineteenth Street shop. 

Dr. Charles F. Sciclcl, who had snvecl 1111dn 
four superintendents, was elected the t·ighth 
hca<l of the local system in 19-4-8. Upon his n·tin:
ment on July 1, 1950, tlw position was taken 
over by the incumbent, John S. Cartwright. 

At the present time the Allentown Srhool 
District owns 39 buildings, 34 of which arc used 
for school purposes. Its total c.ipital assets have 
a value of $9,083,878.91. Broken down this 
represents $7,521,645.16, buildings; $736,246. q, 
land; and $825,987.21, equipment. 

The stewardship of its 560 administrators a11d 
teachers is exemplified by the thousands of boys 
and girls trained into effective leadership !'or 
the Allentown of the future. 
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THE J. B. UAD S[IUER [0. - AllEDTOWD, PA. 
The seeds of this great furnitun and house 

furnishings business, tlw _I. B. Van Seiver Co., 

Wl'rt· sown h~· Joseph B. \'an Sriver in 1880 in a 

little t\\'t•nty-foot wide store at 210 Fcdl·ral 

Strl'l't, ( 'amden, New Jersey. 

\\'ithin a frw ~·<'ars, tlw volume of business 

had outgrown its first location and a murh larg<'r 

building was <·r(·cted for that purpose at Dl'lawar<' 

Avl'tlltt' and Ft.•dl'f'al Street, Camden. This was 

a most advantagt·ous location and the history of 

thl' rnmpan~• from that tinw was ont' of rapid 

dl'n·lopnu.·11t and phenomenal growth under th<' 

ran·ful and at·tiv<· influ<·nce of its founder. 

In I 896 anotl1er building of st·ven stories was 

addt"d while more W<'rt' built in 1902 to kt'ep pact.· 

with the ewr increasing volume of husi,wsii and 

111 1923 a se\'<'11-stor~· structure was added to the 

plant, which toda\ orcupit•s ;1 city hlock. 

In Jl)3 7 a store was opened in Allentown, Pa. 

whirh pro\'ed to he one of the most SlllTt'ssful of 

the ronpan~·•s fi\'e hranrht·s. Located at IOth 

and I lamilton Streets it has extended Allentown's 

shopping district westward and it's tower and 

sign orrup\ a prominent place in All<.•ntown's 

sk~·lin<·. It contains three floors and ;1 pent 

house for the e:-:hihit of home furnishings. 

The Alh·ntown Store I\Lmagt•r, Mr. \V. Howard 

l\kLurkie entned th<' l'ompan~·•s t.•mploy in 1924 

as an ofnre ho~· and was Assistant l'vt an ager of 

the Contrart Dt·partna·nt at the time of his 

sell·ction as stem• manag<·r in 1937. In 1948 l\lr. 

Md,uckie was elected to tlw Board of Directors 

of thl' J. B. \'an Srivcr l'o. 
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BETZ'S 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 

726 HAMILTON STREET ALLENTO\VN, PA. 

(Our Slogan) 

T,n: Ho~1E OF PENNSYLVANIA Dun.·11 CooKWG 

One of the oldest Cafts and Restaurants in the Lehigh \'allt·y. 
name of BETZ through the ownership of the Betz family.· l\ow 
years as the Betz Restaurant. 

Acquired tlw 
trading for 25 

This is the original home of Strauh and Merkle in March (>th, 191(>. During tilt' 
"Gay Nineties" this w:is one of the most popular ( 'afe and t'ating estahlishment~ 
in the City of Allentown. During the a hove period the seating rapacity was 35 -· 
at the present time the establishment seats 320, with a staff of 70 t·mployet·s. 

Equipped with the finest stainless steel kitchen with 12 first class (.'(>oks, induding 
a modern bar. 

Entire /Ju ildinR Is Air Co11ditio11rd 

Phone 4-5406 STEVE P1n-1usKY, Prnn1t Ow11tr 



:\LLENTO\\'N'S BR.E\\'JNU INDUSTRY: Abor•t, L. F. NEr\\'Fll.ER's Soss BREWERY; 
Bottom, HotU.ActHH. BRt:WtN<, Co)tPA!'iY 
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Catholic Education 
by 

REV. HENRY J. HUESMAN 

Principal, Cn1tral Catholir 1/igh School 

O\'er 3,200 children were enrolkd in ell'ven 
Parurhial elementar~· schools, and I, 100 in 
Allentown l'l'ntral Catholil· High School for tlw 
school term 19-l'J-50. Bq~un nearly 92 years ago, 
tht' l'durational program of the Catholic Church 
in the City of Alll'ntown and Lehigh Co1H1ty has 
hdd a distinct plan: iri tlw schooling of thousands 
of f('sidents of the community. 

The six Catholic elenwntary and the onl' 
C;1tlwlir high sdwol in Allentown havl' an enroll
ment of close to 3,-100 st 1ultnts. Throughout 
Lehigh Count~· five additional schools have an 
t·nrollnwnt of 83-J. or a grand total of 11101T than 
4,300 boys and girls rl'ceiving their for,nal educa
tion 1111der thl' guidance and support of thl' Cath
olic Churd1. :\II ell've11 eleml'ntar~· schools are 
Stat(' acn<'dited, as is Central Catholic High 
School, which in )<)43 n·n·i\·ed a superior rating 
h~· the i\liddle Atlantic and i\lar~·l;ind Accn·dit
ing :\ssoriatio11. Man~· students who wert· the prod
urt of the Parochial school s~;stem havt' gone on 
to n:cl'i\'l· honors from n)llt•gt·s and universities 
throughout the.· countr~·. 

Thl'se st;ttistics reveal a grt·at dewlopment 
from tlw first parish school for Catholic d1ildren, 
opt·rwd ( ktolwr (>, I 858, h~· Rn·. l'harlt·s Sdnader, 
second rertor of the.· Church of the lm111ac11latt· 
Conception. The first tc.·adwr was Jonas 1\da111. 
form<'r organist at the Jesuit M issionar_,, Church 
at Bally. Thirty rhildren attt'nded tht' firs! 
session, hl'ld in the home l'l'tl'I' Kohll'I', ilt'a r 
thl' Church. Sucn·ssors of Jonas Adam \\'l'rt' 
lar ttarlwrs from tlw local an•;1. 

Sacred Heart School First 
( )11 ( ktolll'r 20, 18 70, t hl' parish school of t lw 

Ch111rh of thl' Sacr<.'d lll'art, on North Fourth 
Strt·t't, was opt·1wd in tlw hase111c.·nt of thl' Church. 
Tlw sisters of ~;t, Francis ,,f ( ;fen Riddlt·, J>;1., 
\\·e11· plact'd in charge.· of tilt' sdwol. The Rev. 
Enlt'st ( ). I liltc.·rm:•n was rc.·sponsihlt• for this 
ht~i11ning. Tlwn in 190S, a large and modrm 
school, plan1wd to an:ommodatt· 1,000 pupils, 
whid1 now stands on North Fourth Stret't, w;1s 
tht' tt'sult of l'fforts of Rev. Joseph Nl'n: and his 
pari,hionl'l's. Actually, this was the first Catholic 

school building in L('high County. The Sac-red 
I leart School continued to grow steadily its ex
pansion being curtailed only when new parishes 
opened and the children transferred to other 
schools. The Sacred Heart parish, of which 
tlw Rt. Rev. :\1lonsignor Leo Gregory Fink is 
now pastor, also foundl'd Allentown Central 
Catholic High School, in 1928. 

Under the dircTtion of Rev. John J \Valsh, 
beloved rector and educator, the Parochial 
School of the Church of the Immaculate Concep
tion \\as opened on Septt·mher 30, 1907. In 
1923, th<' first Catholic high school was opened 
h~· the Rev. Edward J. Murphy, under whose 
guidance the activities of the parish grew. The 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Pa., were 
the first teachers in the elementar~· school, and 
latl·r arcl'pted teaching assignment in dw high 
sdwol. The pastor today is the Re\'. Joseph A. 
~lc(;oniglc.·. 

l :nder the dirc.·l·tion of the Rev. George M. 
Pl'tro, D. D., no,\· rector of St. John the 
Baptist p:1rish, a practical and large school was 
built in 1924, located at Front and Bridge Streets. 
The i\1issionar~· Sisters of the Saned f kart, from 
lkrnh:nts, Pa .• art' in charge of the school. 

In 1927, during the pastoratt· of the Rt'\'. 
John (.'. Phelan, an attractive rnmhination 
( 'hurch and school h11ildi11g was constructed at 
Eightt·enth and Turnt.·r Streets. Thus hegan the 
<.'durational prngram of St. Catherine.• of Sic.·na 
Parish. Tlw Sisters of St. Jos<·ph, Chestnut Hill, 
\\TIT appointt·d fl•adwrs in this srhool, which has 
rl'rentl_,. hel'n modernized undn guidanrc of dw 
presl'nt pastor, Rt'v. Hugh F. Mri\111lla11. 

I II East :\lien town, in Jt)28, tlw Rt·v. Joseph 
L. Mathis, foundl'r and prc.•st·nt pastor of Our 
Lady I lel 1l of Christians parish, loratetl in the 
t,~)() hlork on I lanm·t·r An·mrt·, initiated the c.·rec
tion of a l)(.'autiful nm1hi11atio11 Church and sd10ol 
huildin~. Tlw Sistt.'l's of '~hristian Charity, from 
i\frndham, New Jerse~·. wt.·n· placed in char~e 
of the school. 

In 1931, tlw Rt•,·. Francis\\'. \\'alters, founder 
and present pastor of St. Francis parish, lol·at<·d 

(Co11ti11urd 011 1'11gr i{)) 
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at Eleventh and \\"ashington Streets, directed the 
building of a practical combination Church and 
school edifice. The Sisters of St. Francis, (ilen 
1lirldle, Pa., are in charge. 

Lehigh County Schools 
Throughout Lehigh County there arc fi\'e 

Parochial schools. In Catasauqua two parish 
schools are conducted: one in the parish of St. 
Lawrence, and the other, in the parish of the 
Annunciation, Blessed Virgin l\lary, referrr'cl to as 
St. Mary's. Rev. Michael l\lunley is pastor of 
St. Lawrence parish: Rev. \\ illiam Koenig is 
pastor of St. Mary's. St. Lawrence School was 
begun in 1905 by Rev. Peter Quinn. St. Mary's 
School was begun by Rev. Henry Badde, in the 
year of 1882. Both of these elementary schools 
are taught by the Sisters of St. Fram·is from 
Glen Riddle, Pa. 

In Stiles, the parish school of St. John the 
Baptist was hegun by Re\'. John Seimetz in the 
year of 1920. It was serviced from St. Mary's 
parish, Catasauqua. Today a modern combin
ation Church and school building, built by the 
Rev. Charles A. Ruffenach, present pastor, has 
proven a grand asset to the community. Th<.' 
Sisters of St. Francis are in cl-- "'rge of this school. 

In Coplay, St. Peter'F ,, .111ation Church 
and school building was !JL! .. • : ; the present pastor 
the kev. Joseph Ostheimer, in 1928. School 
children are taught by the Missionary Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart, Bcrnharts, Pa. 

The latest addition in the Parochial school 
system in Lehigh County is St. Anne's parish 
school in Emmaus. This school was heg11n 
September, 1949, by the present pastor, Rev. 
Paul Pekarik, an<l the School Sist<.'fs of St. 
Francis, from Pittsburgh, arc in charge. 

Central Catholic Hl1h 
One of the finest educational institutions on 

the secondary level in the Lehigh Valley is that 

of Allentown Ctntral l'atholi1..· I ligh School. 
Thr original building. reft.·rred to as l'vlonsignor 
i\.Jasson Memorial huilding, Fourth and Chew 
Streets, was built in 1928 to house -WO 
students. Rapid strides ;1s well as compl('te 
support by Catholics of the Lehi1d1 Valley 
necessitated the b11ildi11g of what is now known 
as tlw Rorkne ILill 1\dministration building. It 
was erected in 19n. This building project was 
under the guidann• of Rt. Rev. ~lonsignor Leo 
Gregory Fink, \'.F. The school is looked upon 
as one of the most nwdern in the Sta ,e. Recog
nition has hl'en atTorded famed R(1ck1w Hall, 
largest high school arena in tlw St a :e of Penn
sylvania, seating 3,(1()() people. In 19-ff> a third 
floor was added to the Rockne Hall Administra
tion building, increasing housin~ '.·acilities for 
accommodation of I .-too students. As of J 9,o, 
1,100 students from forty-four paridll's through
out thl' L<·high \'alley were in attendance. Thr 
school is administered by thl' Rev. I krHy J. I lu('S
man, i\l.A., who was appointt·d to the High School 
in 1933. Included on the faculty are eight 
Dioccs:m Catholic priests, thin>· lfrli~ious teach
ers, representing the following teaching orders: 
Sisters of St. Francis, School Sis ten of St. Francis, 
Missionar>' Sisters of the Sarrcd lfrart, Sistrr 
Servants of the lmmarulatc Hc,trt, and Sistns 
of St. Joseph. In addition, there art· five perman
ent lay mrrnlwrs of the farult_,·. 

Ailcntown Catholic I ligh Sdwol. foundC'd in 
1923. merged wi'th Central Catholil' lfigh School 
in the year 1942 under tlw official titlt• of Alll'll• 
town Central Catholic I ligh ~;d100I. Sinn· that 
time Catholics of tlw Lehigh \'all<-_,· ar<" affordnl 
the opportunity of sending tl1eir sons and daui-th• 
ters to one of the most pro1~ressi ve ( 'atholir ro
<.'durational high schools in the ro111nry. 

The entire Catholic srhool system in Lehigh 
County is undt•r the guiJanrc of RC'\·, Edw;1rd 
Reilly, J.C. D., s11pcri11tcndl'nt of srhools of the 
Diorcsc of Philatldphia. 
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931-33 HA\111.TON STREET ALLENTOWN, PA. 

"..1/lln1toro11's /rmling 1/omt Furnishers" Crltbrates 100th Anniriersary 

Tht·>· were vigorous days i.1 1850 .. life dose 
to the soil ... void of labor- :;aving d<'vin·s ... 
larking n en the simplt·st ronvenit·nu·s. Peo1,le 
tmrll'd from tlwir beds long lwhn· the s11mist· ... 
toiling all da\' and r<'titTd in tla late ho111s of the 
night. Onh; the hardit·st s11n·ind tlw t'Xtrl'llH' 
rigors of tlu.,sl' pnilo11s da>·s. 

But a handful of st;1tt·s west of the i\lisi;issippi 
had !wen admitted to the Union. Indians roanwd 
that vast tl'rritor\', h1111tt·d bison .111d n'urdt·rt·d 
tlw pionet'rs wh<~ attt'lllJH<'d to lTllSS tl1t• (,reat 
West in roven·d wagon trains. Za,·harv Ta>·lor 
dit"d in 1850 and was sut-rt'cded hv t'\1 illard Fill
mon·, thirteenth President of the ·u11irt d States. 
Qut·en Victoria rnled in England and in that rear 
a submarine cable was laid lwtwt·en th;:t rounnv 
~nd our rontim·nt. The magtwtil' u·h·graph ha~I 
)llSI made its how and tlw Iron Horst• was making 
Its first daily runs ottt of Baltinwre. 

Ag;1i11st this hat·kgrnund, tlw gn•at house of 
Isa:1r lkncsrh ramc into being in l 8SO .. built of 
tht blood of pionct·rs ... cstahlisht'd < •ll tlw solid 

foundation of rug~ed honesty ... dedicated to 
Sl'r\'irt·. A rcntury has passed. Times have 
d1;111Rcd ... the outward world is a different place; 
yet in spite of the fan that this grand old store 
has t•xpanded enormously, the charat·ter of this 
institution has not swerved otH' tota in the vears 
that have i11tt·n·l·t1ed. · 

Toda\', after 100 \'t•ars, this firm still adheres 
to thl' ,;olicil'i of lsaitr lknesch. It is a source of 
pridl' that thousands of our l't1sto11wrs are childrrn 
of many who ht'gan with us y<·ars aJ:.o, while many 
old folks still dll'rish the furniture that years ago 
made their house a "home". The years stand as 
a lwaron t·omme1:10rating the past aiul challenging 
a lll<ll"t' glorious future. 

\Ve. pause and do homage to our leaders v,·ho 
h;i\'t' built to a cn•t•d and our l'llStomers who have 
nwasured that need h\' the hand of Time and 
found it good. ,\s >'Oll han profited hy comin~ 
to Bcnl'srh's ... so Bent·srh's has profited hy your 
ro111i11~. \\'ithin our doorwa~• you will find the 
same warm hospitality and old-fashioned welcome 
that w;1s d1;1ral'tcristic of our first store in 1850. 
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CHARIS 
CHARIS is a ll'ading nl'ator of Foundation ga11m·nts 
sold din·ctly 10 till' rnnrnnll'r. 

During the First \\'orld \\'ar it product·d :\111nica's 
first ont··pil're garnH·111---CoRSE Tw1:-.--that comhinl'd 
the maximum in comfort and control. In th,· 1930's 
CtURIS creatnl an adjustahle inner hdr that 11sl1t·rl-d 
in a hrilliant Ill'\\' l·ra i11 Corsl·try. 

Thl· financi;tl ,:rowth of till' Charis Corpor:,tion has 
htt·n rapid. Esrahlishl'd in 1914 and inrnrporatt·d in 
192.:i, l'II.\RIS rnon·d to :\llrntown in 1929. B~· 1930 
it had hl'ronw :\111t·rira's leading manufart1.n·r of du· 
onrpH re 11 arnwn1. In 1932 a plant was Ojll'lll'II in 

( 'anad:1 to nHTt rill' trt·rn1·111lo11s l ':111:ulian d1·111and 
fo1 rl11· product. 

Toda,· morl' than iin· thousand Profl'ssional ( 'orsl'lit·rt·s 
l'i!IT_\' ( '11.\lus into prat·rirally l'\'l'r~· rommunit~· 011 

d1t· :'\orrh :\mniran t·o111in1·n1. C11,1us is advntis1·cl 
in kading woml'n·s rnai,:a,inl·s from n>as1 to ro:isr. 

Tiiis Compan,· is a k:iding nH·mhn of rlH' :'\ational 
:\:;soriation of Dirn·t Sdk,~. thl· .\lkntown Ch;1111lin 
of Co111111l·rrl·, :11111 rill' lktta Businl'SS Btirl·au. Ir 
h.·~ a Triple :\-1 rating in Dun and BradstnTt. 

·1 lit' n·rord of l'11A1us demonstratl'S l·onrlusivdy 1ha1 
l1< 1us1· 10 hot1Sl' Sl'lling is a ,:rand :\rm·rir:111 husi111·ss. 

A Brief Histor·y of SEARS • 
I n Allentown 

Scars, Roehuck and Compan~; opened a 
small store at 131 N. 7th Street in Allentown 
in 1928. This store grew rapidl~• and stor<' 
was enlarged. Plans for huilding a new 
store were taking shape when \Vorld \\'ar 11 
curtailed building. 

At the dose of the war, plans were again 
maclt· for a new building a11cl on F<"hrnary 
5th, ] 948, a new store was formally 01w11ed 
at 7th and Allen Streets. This new structt1r<', 
modnn in every respect, is a most complet<' 
dcpart111ent store. It has 65.000 square fret 
of selling space and 35.000 square ft.et of 
stockroom, plus a 35,000 square foot far111 
store ancl a 30,000 square foot modern wan:
house on Union Boulev,1rcl. The store is 
healthfully air-conditioned for the comfort 
of the c11sto111ers. Adjacent to the store ii; a 

lar~e parkin~ lot for the convenience of 
Scars customers. The store h.is thrt·e selling 
floors with ~(, complete departments. The 
1hird floor is devotee! to off1res ,md stock
room. In addition to selling 111erchandise, 
Sears have a \.·omplcte auto111otive service 
station together with dwir 111odern Farm 
Stem·. This service station has four st•rvin· 
pits <:apahlt· of handling twelvt· cars. 

William A. I lillwig of 42.'i N. 22nd Street, 
Allentown is manager of tht· store, having 
rnnw to t\llt'ntown in lune 19-P. Personnd 
required to staf.· •his s·tor•;' is well over three 
h11nd n·d. '.\1ost of thtst ptoplt· are natiw 
Allcntonia11s or local people. The majority 
of the storl's' t·mployces uc stock holders in 
the comp;iny, sharing th-<.· company's profits 
through llll·ml)l'rship in the Sears Profit 
Sharin1~ Fund. 

SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 



\1( ll)ERN :\LLEYl'O\\'N IIOlJSINU, ind111linll, apartllll'llt 1hn·llin~s. Ill'\\' s.ifrty·plan n·si1h·nti.1I park, anti ont• houst· 
of many wl1irh 1,:tal't' cit~··s Wl'll·zom·d \\t·stt·rn scrtion. 
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ll/f uhlenberg College 
b\' 

Die Jo11N D. iVl. BHo\\'N 

;\l11hlenherf!: (. 'ollq.!,l' began with an icka in 
thl' mind of a 111an 177 yl'ars ago in 1773. In 
thl' rit,· of l'hiladdphia, ;1 (,0 ~·,:ar old missionary 
pastor: trained at th<" L:nin·rsit~· of (ioetting<'n, 
po1ulert·d the vital prohkm of higher ecluration 
among the scattn<.',1 Luthnans of P1·n11syh-a11ia. 
After 30 ,·ears in Aml'l'ica, lw realiz<'d ·that tlw 
Churd1 l';Hlld m·,-er lw propnl_v planted in tlw 
new world without a well educated 111inistn· and 
an intelligent lait~· grounded in Christianity. 
For this "higher school" of lc·arning, he gathered 
funds and secured a tr:ict of land near Philadel
phia, hut the drums and c;1nnon of the Re\'olu
tion:1ry \\'ar silt·nc<"d I letir~· !\I< lchior M uhlen
herg's appeals. The college IH' plan1_wd was not 
estahlislwd in his lifetim<'. The 111an died, hut 
his idea lived on. 

Sc\'enty-fivc· _\"l'ars passed. The Lutheran 
Church grew and multiplied throughout t\\o 
genl'rat1ons. And then in ,\llentown ;\·luhlen
herg's idea was reborn in the mind of anotlwr 
Lutheran clergyman, Sann,ei K. Brobst. Through 
the zc·al and tireless efforts of this for-sightl'd 
Pc·nnsylvania-C;erman minister ;111d publisher, 
:\lll'ntown Seminary w;1s estahlish<'d in l~-18 for 
the <'duration of the youth of this l·omn11111it~· in 
th<' Christian "a\' of life. This classical srhool 
prosp<'red and finally att ainecl collrgt• grad<' in I 8()-1-
under the nantt· of Allentown l'ollq~iat<· lnstitutl'. 

t\kanwliilr, the l\linisterium of Pennsylvania. 
founded by l\luhlcnhcrg, revived his idea of a 
syno<liral rollegl' in tl1t· t·astcrn part of the stat<·. 
An l'nergt·til· l·ommittt•t· of J>t'nnsylvania-(ierman 
dergy111e11 ;incl l:1ynwn led b~, Samuel Brobst, 
aftn Sl'\'t•n yt·ars of negotiations, purd1ast·d 
Alkntown t'ollq~iatc· I nstit11t<· for tlw !\1 inistn
i11111. Tlw~· ga\'<' t hl' insti: utc· a IH'W 11;111w, 
Muhll'nlwrg Coll<'gt·, in honor of th<' ill11stno11s 
pat riarrh of thl' Lu dwran Chu n:h in Amnira, 
and th('v rkrtt.•d his distinguislwd gn·at-grancl
s011, Dr.' Frcdnil·k A. 1\1 uhlt·nlwrg, prt'sident of 
till' young institution. Thus was fulfilled in 
Alh-ntown, 80 years after I kin~· Mckhior Muh
lenlwrg's <lt•ath, his idea and his dn·am of n 
Church College in Pcnns~1lvania. 

It was a s111all school, t·ight professors and 
t\,·t·11ty fivt• students, with all its fal·ilitit's housed 

111 a single building. The n111e years of the first 
administration were a period of real trials and 
hardships, self-denials and genuine fortitude on 
the part of faculty and trustees. \!cverthelcss, 
Presicll'nt i\111hlenherg succeeded in establishing 
the school on a firm foundation academically and 
ohtaining an endowment fund of )')42,000 before 
his n·si~11atio11 to accept a professorship of Greek 
111 th<: L:nin·rsity of P<'nns~·lvania in 1876. 

The 1wxt nine years saw a strengthening of 
the fac11lt,· and an improvement of the financial 
structure of the rollege. During this adminis
tration of Dr. Benjamin Sadder, two large gifts 
\\'l'l"C given the institution to endow two professor
ships: the Asa Packer Professorship of the :'\atural 
and Applied Sciences and the .\losser-Keck 
Profrssorship of the Greek Language and Litcr
atur{'. 

\\'hen illness compelled the retirement of 
Presidl'nt Sadder, the \'acancy was filled by the 
ekction of a member of the faculty, Dr. Theodore 
L. Seip, professor of (;reek. Professnr Seip, an 
eminent classical scholar, had heen associated 
with l\luhlenlwrg C'ollege from the beginning of 
its existenct'. He had assisted President Muhlen
herg in prt.·paring tlw College's curriculum and 
had served as its financial agent. He had seen 
tlw institution through ·1 critical period of dr
prcss1on, and faltering finances. 

Expansion Of College 

l lndn Pn·sidl'nt Scip's guidance, the College 
lwcamc· more S<Tllrl' financially and lwgan to 

t·xnt a gr<'atl'r influc·nn· throughout the i'vlinistn
i11111. Dr. Sc·ip and his t rustt·t·s felt that the tilllt' 
had come· with the h<'ginning of tlw 'l\wntieth 
Cc·tltltr\" to movt· tlw collq~t• from its downtown 
lrn:atio1·1 at Fourth and \Valnut Streets to a larger 
and mort' desirable site at tht' wt·stern limits of 
tht• city. Accordi11f.l.\', a tract of form land at 
Twenty-fourth and Chew Streets was purchased. 
The A~lministration Building and the front part 
of East I Jall dormitories were the first buildings 
<-r<Tt('d on this campus. 

(Conli11urd ()/1 J>ar,r 1(1) 
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MUHLENBERG COLLEGE 
(Co111i111ud from P11gl' 75) 

Dr. J. A. W. Haas Builds 

President Seip died in the seventl'enth year of 
his administration, before the college was trans
ferred to its present location. Another president, 
Dr. John ;\. \V. Haas, scholarly pastor of a large 
\'l'W York Cit>· Lu the ran congregation was <les
ti1wd to lead the college onto the new l'ampus in 
_I anuary I 905, ushering in a new and gn·ater 
e1:1 for :\luhlenlwrg. The school was still small 
:rnd little known outside of Lutheran circles. 
Ll·ss than one hundred students and ten professors 
romprised the school's personnel. 

During the thirty-two years of Dr. l-laas's 
administration, rea I progress was made toward 
furrher de\'elopment of the physical plant, in
rrease of its student hod>· and farnlty, raising of 
academic standards and attainnwnt of a high 
position among rollegt'.S of Pennsyl\'ania. 

From I 90-l to 193(), the student body grew to 
nearly -150; the faculty was inrreased from ten 
to more than thirty. The endowment fund 
mountC'd to nearly one million dollars. 

;\ dining hall, athletil· field, stately nwmori;d 
chapel, new and better dormitories, a science 
building and a library were built on the campus. 

Students were encouraged to continue their 
studies in graduate schools. During these >'ears, 
manv Muhlenberg men entered universities here 
and abro .. d, winning distinction for themselves 
and their college in various fields oflearning. 

A large extension school was organized to 
enable teachers to complete their studies for a 
college degree. To this school, women were 
admitted and given academic degrees upon the 
successful completion of their work. 

\Vhen the United States went to war in 1917, 
scores of Muhlenberg men enlisted and were 
sent to Plattsburg for army officer training. 
Those who remained on the campus Wi!rc put into 
uniforms and enrolled in the school's own Student 
Army Training Corps. 

Dr. Haas's initiative and hard work led to 
growth and achievement, widening influence ind 
increasing reputation for Muhlenberg College. 

Plannln1 For The Future 

The fifth and present president of the College 
was inducted into office in 1937. His adminis-

tration h:,s been marked by another critical pniod 
in the transition of ~luhlcnlwr,.~. \\'orld \\'ar 11 
and its aftermath have had ;1 distinct effl'ct upon 
the normal acadt:mic develop1rn.·nt. 

In the JHt.·-war period of Dr. Len·ring 'l\so11 's 
adminstration, tl1l· st11dl·nt hod~· t·ontinm·d 10 
grnw until it reached a point slight!>· u1Hlt-: (>(HI. 

\:l·w courses were ;l((dcd to the nirrinrl11111 ;nul 
the fandt>· \\ as inne;1snl. Tlw school exp;111d1·d 
its facilities into tlw building which IJ1Jw,1·d 
:\llentown Preparator_,. School gi,·ing tlu· i11sti111-
tio11 one of thl' best frl'sh111;111 dn 1 111itories in tht· 
east. 

:\1 the 011tbn·ak of \\'orld \\':n I I. :\l11hlt·nhug 
men hy the scort.· l'lllisted in thl' arnwd forces. 
Thl' school itself l·nlisted its senin·s and to(lk 
on the n·sponsihilities of a :'\:a,·y training ptn• 
gra111. :\lore than 2,()()() sailors and 111a1 irlt's, 
most of whom larl'r n·n·ivl'!I c1J111niissio11s ;rs 
ensigns and StTond li<'utt·nants, \\'t•L· rr:1i1wd 011 

thl' campus. The :'\;I\'\', as a n·s11lt, aw;mlt-d 
:\l11hknlwrg l'ollq~e its higlH'st citation for work 
Wl'II done. Meanwhile, 2,070 of tlw sdwol 
alumni and stucknts ser\'l'd in uniform and 37 
ga\'e tlwir liws for th('ir countr_,·. 

The end of tlw war brought a rww probl1·111 
to President Tyson and his hoard of trustct'S. 
Hundreds of veterans sought admission to 
l\Iuhlcnherg. The institution's facilities \\'t'I'<' 

therefore expanded to the utmost to ;tdlllit 1.350 
students. The faculty was increased to mon· 
than 100. 

Muhlenberg .l'oll<·ge is now emerging from the 
hectic period which marked the post-war period 
in educational circles. The school has passl'd 
through another critical period in its development 
and has henime stronger and better. Plans for 
the future include impro\'enH:nts and additions 
tot he physical plant and the possible i11trod11ctio11 
of coeducation into the school's program. 

Thus, after 100 years, rvtuhlenbcrg l'olll'ge 
looks into the future from a firm foundation with 
the ability and desire to better serve the '-·0111-

munity and the Church from which it took root. 

Nearly 8,00) men have graduated from I he 
institution. Muhlenberg men can be found in 
45 States and 14 foreign countries. Of l he 
graduates, 3,700 have taken residence 111 rhe 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
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C. A. DORNEY FURNITURE CO. 
:\ h;ilf n·ntttr\ of progn·ss 11ndn the sl,!gan, 

"Q11alit,· ;\·lnchandis<' Barkt'd h_,. I ntdligent 
S~n·in·,.' has brought n·nown to tlw l '. :\. Dorne_\· 
Furniturl' Co. a h11si1H'SS whirh was ;tln·ad_\· 38 
\'ears old when it l'StahlislH'd itsl'lf at (>I 2 I lamil
ton Street, in )<))(). 

Tia· six storv strncture, with its -ts,rn:o square 
feet of floor art·a, has ht·l·onH· a nwrra for clisnim
inating purchasers of honH' furnishings throu~hot(t 
Eastern Pt·1111svlvania. \Vhat was once a f11rn1-
tllrl' business t·xdusivelv has grown into an l'lltt'r
prisl' of five largt· dep.art111e11ts: furniture, !'loor 
rnvnings, draperies, appliances and dernrat111g. 

( )m· of tlw most signifil·ant accomplishments of 
t~~ rompany t~urin~ the past gem·rati~l.'l is ar_qui,: 
s1t1on of the. nght to handle f.everal exd11sl\'e 
and "pedigrl'cd" types of furniture. Dorney's 
is the only store in this area which is a dealrr
memher of the Grand Rapids Furniture l'vlakers 
Guild. Other exclusive styles handled a:-<· 
Trul'typc (solid ma,llc and cherr_\·); Hahit;•11t 
(knotty pine); Kinde (mahogany reproductions); 
Prerccicnt, Modern and Imperial, as well as 
Statton Reproductions. 

Tlte C. A. Dornev is the outgrowth of a furni
ttm· manufacturing husincss starred in 1872 by the 

man for whom the husinl'ss is named. It was thl'il 
known as Dorne\', lkrkeme\·t-r Co. In 1~77. the 
compan_\' expanc"led to sta,:t its retail husinl'ss, 
then located on the site of the present Central 
Railroad station. 

Th<' first ston· building was destron·d hv fire 
and in 18~0 a structure was built at Ract· and 
Lindl'n Streets. This was also dcstro\·ed h\· fire 
and for a time the business was roi1<luct~·cl at 
335 I lamilton Street. 

Real impetus in tht· growth of the husiness came 
during the period from 1885 to 1932 when the htte 
Charles Ziq~cnfus was a member of the firm. He 

lrnrchascd the business outright in 1898, and, aided 
l)' his sons, the store now occupiC'd b~• Dc>rney's 

at 612 Hamilton Street was hudt, opening May 
10, 1910. 

Carrying on the business with the sanH' intq.~
ritv and concern for comrnunitv welfare shown hv 
their predecessors are these officers ,rnd directors: 
President, leremv Fisher; Vice-President, l\1rs. 
Mamie S11~ng; ·secretary, Mrs. Madaline Z. 
Carman; Treasurer, Harry B. D. Metzger, and 
Mrs. Frank C. Mueller, Mrs. Helen S. \Vcher, 
Mrs. Helen Z. Fishl'r, and Charles E. Ziegenfus Jr. 
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1n Step 
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with Gf l!enlown 
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Back in November, 193-1, Food Fair Stoics, I nr. 
brought Allenwwn its first supermarket under the 
name of the "Giant Qualitr Food Prict Cutter". 

In those <lays, food s11pn111arh·ts wt·re still in 
their infann· and the selel·tion of Allentown as 
the site of o,;e of Food Fair's earliest s11permarkt·ts 
(actuallv its fifth) was an indication of faith in 
Allento~·n's futun· and potential. 

Since that time, Food Fair located two mon· 
markets in Allentown, d1anging their name to 
"Th C.,. " d h "v I v . " A . ' e 11ant an t en to r oc>C r air , mencan s 
Finest Food Department Stores. 'fhe second was 
opened in August, 1937 and the third in February, 
1938. Pulilic acceptance had made the super
market an integral part of the 1\mcrican scene ... 
and Food Fair grew with Allentown's progress. 

-· 
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Final proof of faith in Allentown's fut un· was 
th<" complete rebuilding and modernization of 
Foocl Fair's m:11.·ket at 7th and Allen Streets, ron
s11111111att·d 011 Mardi JO this ~·ear. Om· of Allen
town's finest con,mcrrial cclifin·s, this completely 
1H·w store rtpbred one loratt·d on the same site 
sine<" 193 7. The most modcrn of Food Fair's 
113 markets now located in seven Eastern States, 
this mid-cc·ntury "Foocl Department Store," t·m
hodying such innovations as self-service ~frat, 
Dairy, Dclicatcssen and Grocery DcpartnH·nts 
and super-speed checkout, is dedicated hy the 
rnen and women of Food Fair to the better, more 
efficient service of the people of Allentown, P;1. 

Food Fair is "in step" with Allentown! 

3 F R I E 1'i I) I. Y , C O N V E N I E N T I. Y L O C A T E I> F O O I> F A I R M A R K E T S 

913 \\'ALNUT STREET - SEVENTH AND Ar.I.EN STREETS ·- MADISON ANI> LIBERTY STREET:-



EUNER HARTZEL MEMORIAL CHAPEL, l\1UIILENBER(, COLLEl,E 
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Cedar Crest College 
bv 

J. 1-1 ENRY BROWN 

Although I 867 is generally nmsidered as the 
date of the founding of a rnllt·ge for ,,om,·11 in 
Allentown, the school whirh is now known as 
Cedar Crest College had its st ;1rt in a numlwr of 
earlirr 11nsuccrssf11l att<'lllpt s at est ahlishi11g a 
,·oung ladies school. 

In 1813, the first school for girls ,,;is opened 
lwn· hut was soon out of t·:xistelH't•. I 11 rlH' '-!Os, 
a ft.malt- seminary was fountkd h,· Rn·. :\ndn·,,· 
S. Young of Quakntown. Ill health and tlw earh· 
de.1th of tlu: fo11ndt·r rut short the lifr of this 
' ' ' 111st1t11t1on. 

~kanwhile, anothn i11stit11tio11, .'\lkntown 
Seminary, had operwd in the conrn11111it\·. Its 
original purpose \\'as to train male. and frn1ale 
teachers, hut when this \'<•ntun· app•::1n·d not 
vny surn:ssful, the Se111in;1ry dn·doped inw a 
classic ti school undt·r tlw dirertion of its principal, 
Rev. Christian .R. Kesslt-r. 

The impart of the Ci\'il \\'ar forcl'd a complete 
n·organization of this sdwol; it t'IIH'rgcd in )~(d 

as the Allentown Collegiate Institute and ~lilitary 
Aradem~' but still maintairwd its ft·mah· depart
mmt in the d;1ssical school. Final!\', after its 
onl.: president resigned, the n·nture failed 011 

_11111<.· 16, 1867. 

A rww start was made, ho\\T\'l'r, and out of 
the ashes of the <k·funct Institute gn·,,· two st mng 
colleges, one for the education of young men, and 
the other, Allentown Female College, for the 
eduration of women. 

Thus, in 18(>7, the same ,·ear in which Allen
town berame a city, a t·ornhination of civic and 
Ch11rd1 interests were r<'sponsihll· for the forma
tion of;\ girls' school. The founders' aim was to 
est;,blish a school with full collegiate powers whose 
goal would he distinguishing itsdf for religious 
influence as well as the thorough rultivation of 
the mind. This school was opened on the fifth of 
Septembtr under the supervision of the E,lstern 
Pennsylvania Classis of the Reformed Church 
with Rev. \Villiam R. Hofford appointed as acting 
president on Septemher 16. Tlw student body 
numhered eight on the opening day but increast>d 
to fifteen hy the end of the first week. Classes 
were held in the lecture room of Zion Reformed 
Church. The college charter was granted by the 

Court of Lehigh Count_\' during June, 1868, and 
Allentown Female College \\'as officially estab
lislwd. 

Early Days of College 

During the earl~· months of its operation, the 
Coll<'ge nwn·d from Zion Church to the Hecker 
building on 11 amilton Street where classes 
ro11tint1<:d until the close of the second school 
Har. .\kanwhile, the trustees acquired a site 
;11 Fourth and Turner Streets, :1 gift of I Ion. 
Rolwrt E. \\'right, and erected a building which 
would arrommodate fift~· boarding students. 

This m·,,· building \\·as formall~· opened on 
:\o\'l'lllber 3. I 8(i9. The school grew and prosper
t·d undn the dirl'l'tion of President Hofford and 
during his fifteen year administration 57-! students 
\Wn· enrolled on the colleg<' register and the 
alumna<' rolls numbered exactly HX). During 
this p<'riod, a m·\\' Classis, known as Lehigh 
l 'lassis, was formed and this group assumed half 
th<' responsibility of the operation of the instit11-
1 )Oil, 

On :\pril I(>, 1883, the man nmsidered as the 
founder of Allentown Female College, tendered 
his H·signation to the board because of ill health. 
11<' was replaced by Rev. \Valrl·r E. Krebs, a man 
well-grounded in religious an<l educational activ-
1t 1es. 

Under his diret·tion, the long-discussed plans 
for <'nlarging the srhool building became a reality 
and early in 188·l, a 53 by 40 foot, four story 
addition to the institute was rompleted. 

Ill health took this president from the school 
after only a little more than one year service; 
direction of the College was taken over hy scholar
ly Dr. \Villiam M. Reilly. During his adminis
tration and partly through the influence of his 
talented daughter, Louisa, the music and art 
dep,1rtments of the young college gained wide 
recognition in the area. 

The man who was to be the last president of 
the school under its original name resigned in 
July, 1892, to accept a call to a Church in Wyo
ming, Delaware. The whole Church was saddened 

(Continutd on Pagt 82) 
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CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 
(Cv11tin1ud /rum Pa.~t SI) 

by the death of Dr. Reilly whid1 c;1me just a few 
months after leaving the College. 

School Is Renamed 

In 1893, the College received a new chartrr, 
a new name an<l a new president. The charter 
carried with it the authorization for conferring 
degrees upon women completing a four year 
course of study. The new name was Allentown 
College for \Vomen; the man who took over tlw 
helm was Dr. J. \Villiam Knappenberger. 

This president, followed hy Dr. D. E. Schoed
ler and then Dr. Thomas Land, lt·d the school 
through a transitional period of 1(1 years which 
saw it leave the direct jurisdiction of the Classes 
of the Churd1 and become a part of the Eastern 
Synod of the Reformed Church. From this 
time on, the College was an integral part of the 
synodical functions of the Reformed and later 
Evangelil·al and Reformed Church. Transfrr 
of authority to the Eastern Synod was hnally 
settled in 1907 after 11 years of negotiations. 
An endowment fund was created from gifts to 

the school during these years. 

Cedar Crest Is Born 

1 n 1908, the acceptance of the presidency hy 
Dr. \Villiam F. Curtis ushered in a period of ne\\ 
and vigorous growth of the now well-established 
institution. Under his ahle guidance, in 1912, 
the school purchased the tract of land cutside 
the western city limits which was to herome 
its present home. 

\Vork on this site progressed slowly and it 
wasn't until the opening of the 1915 school term 
that the College moved to its more spacious 
accommodations. During this waiting period, 
President Curtis suggested that the institution's 
name he <:hanged to Cedar Crest College; this 
proposal was accepted. 

During the years following World War I, 
Cedar Crest College's growth was rapid and the 

school's foundation hroadt•ned and strengtl1ened. 
Buildings on the nt·w site lwcame in;ulequate and 
nt·w ones \H·re added. An Alumnae Associatio11 
was formed and became a motivating factor in 
the institution's <le\'elopment. Student enro!l
ment grew and the faculty inrreased proponio11-
atel:v. At the time of thr 19-tO comme11cenw11t, 
Dr. Curtis's last, the student body numlwred 
dosr to JCO. 

The culture and traditions of the Collegt· ,•,Tn· 

heightened during Prl'sidrnt Curtis's tt·11111e and 
tlw school bt'camc recognized hv tlw Associ;1tio11 
of Ameriran Colleges. The annual ( ;reek Drama 
;111d Open Door Cen .. ·mon~· became traditional 
ocrurenres looked forward to b~· citizens thro11gli-
011t tlw area. 

Dr. Cmtis died on May S, 19-tl, in St. Augus
tine, Florida. I le had directed the life of Cedar 
Crest and its ;1ntecc·dent for 33 years ;111d left 
it a thriving l'ducational institution. 

It remaim·d for his successor, Dr. Dale 11. 
Moore, to lt·ad the Colll'ge to its rightful place 
among the educational institutions of the country. 
After Dr. Moore had lwen in office for two yt·ars, 
1944, the College gained full accreditation fro111 

the Middle States Association of Colll'ges and 
Secondary Schools. 

During tilt' eight years of Dr. Moore's prl'si
dency, the financial status of the College has im
proved ;111d tht· curriculum has been expanded to 

indudt' such courses as nmsing education and tlw 
training of medical terhnolot~ists, both approVt'd 
hy the Amcril·an rvlt·diral Association. The 
Alumnae Assoriation has been greatly strcngtlH'n
ed and the t·fforts of that hody have resulted in 
the ronstruction of a beautiful Alumnae I Lill 
on the rampus. 

\Vith her 80th anniversary lwhind her, ( 't'tbr 
Crest College ran look hack with pride over the 
years of steady growth to her present strong 
position and forward with confidence to years of 
stability and increasing influence among 111st11u
tions of higher learning. 
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AMERICUS HOTEL 
;\ L L E :'\J T () \\' N I s F I N E s T 

32<i Rool\t~ 

~2(, BATW, 

:\rn l'oNDITIONEI> D1NIN1; RooMs ANI> 

(. 'ocKTAI 1. LoUN<iE 

;\ Ill l'oNI>ITION ED BAI.I.ROOM 

<..'ATERIN<; TO BANQUETS 10 TO 1()()() 

ANDREW J. SoRDONI, President 
HARRY \V. CI.ARK, Gentral :llanagrr 

Et.MER E. HF.IMBACH, Rnidozt Manager 
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HOTEL TRAYLOR 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 

"The Hotel Traylor has been a landmark in the 

City of Allentown throughout the years, ·,:atcring 

to a distinctive client de". 





l'L\ y CE'.':TERS 

Tup lri:: 
CFJ>\R lh,c11 

Tnp rirh:: 
JoRD.\:-; P,\Rh: 

Co::tr f".,: · 

l.inu: 1.~111c11 Fis111-.;r. 

Cr,i:rr: 
j_ \h:~ \1 L IIU :--1a ({(; 

S,.; ,., I'-!, 

H .. ·:,,11: Ir.·:. 
Rf\ fR FR1l:>;( P,Ri-: 

JJ,,::,J,,: r:-.:.1:.~.-

·1 "· : .\ I I K I'.\ R ~ 
\\",·11 K>OWI. 

·.:·-~:~-~-ff. , ., .. ~ - "
i • 
. ' 

, . ":~ . . •, 
,, 



Beauty and Re(;reation 
From City Park Depart111,1 11t Fi/rs 

The City of Allentown has no b('ttt'I" adn·r
tising medium than its park ~ystem, an:laimed 
far and widl' as one of the best in the <:ountry. 

That system today, with its far-flung 1,132 
acres of land-- moH· than l,(XJO of which are 
devdoped---i'i a for cry from the almost parkless 
city which All<'ntown was at the begitfning of 
the rl'ntury. 111 fact, as late as I 924 when cit~· 
fathers began to dream of a city of parks, there 
\\erl' only 24 acres of land put to use for purposes 
of public r('creation. Parks then were Allen, 
West and Ri\'er Front, plus portions of what 
\\t' now know as Founi·ain and Jordan parks. 

It was in 192-t- that B. A. Haldeman, nationall~· 
known rit y planning Ct>t1s11lr-ant, w:is brought 
hen· through the inflm·11ce of the late (;e,H_•r;tl 
Harry Cla~· Trexler. f le prnvided tlw plans 
necessary for de\'elopnw 1t of the growing city 
and J. Fra11kl:11 l\leehan, ;\'It. Airy, was the 
:11rhitt•c; who laid out th parks. 

l\lC'ehan w:1s the 111;111 who pla111wd \\\_·st 
Park, authmizt·d in 1906. ,\!though Allen 
park is gt'tHTall~· ct ,nsidered as the city's first 
public beaut~· spot, it did not actual!~· lwco111t· 
city park property until 1908. 

\\'est Park, built on :. sitt· originall~· puH'hased 
for a n.·ser\'oir, was n commetHled by (;t·m..-al 
Trexler, who had hire,.! Mel'l1a11 to lay out in 
parklike heautv the land s111-ro111Hli11g Spring
wood, his s11111mt.·r home. At dt.'ath, Gent.'ral 
Tn.·xlt'r willed his s1111,mcr <.·statt· to Allentown 
an<' the 142-anc tract has since been renam
ed Trexlc, Memorial Park. 

Soon after \Vest and Allt•n Parks wert.' estah
lishcd, the former as a horticultural retreat 
and the latter as a fit setting for historic Trout 
Hall, home of the city's foundn, it became 
apparent that a need existed for rt.'creational 
facilities for children and young people of Allen
town. There w;is much talk, meetings with the 
city council of rhe day and advancement of 
various proposah.. Finally, in 1912, the city's 
first playground was established at Fountain 
Park, cast of th,: municipal pumping st ;1tion, by 
a committee headed by Mr. and Mrs. Percy B. 
Ruht·. 

l'vl r Ru he, (·di tor of the .Morning Call, was 
vigorn11s in his advocacy for estabJ;shment of 
recreational facilities, hoth in newspaper col
unms a11d at Parent-Teacher Association and 
other 11H"eti11gs. He is ren>gnized as ''father of 
Allentm\ n's playground system" just as General 
Tn:xle1· is remembered as the man who made 
,\llentown's great park system a po.,sibility. 

It \\',1S during the lush '20s that the late Mayor 
;\,1;1koln Gross dreamed of the possibilities of 
a rnst: ~arden, a place set as:,te where roses of 
all types could he grown ano be enjoye<l by 
t·ach ri·:izen. His dream rernlted in the planning 
of the Ros<'. Garden along ( 'cdar Parkway which 
tmla~· hears Makollll (;rnss's name. It was 
tlt-dic:11ed in 1931 and has been so well received 
that it has he<·n tht' subjt'ct of nt·wspaper and 
111agazme stones Ill many parts of the l.Jnitcd 
States 

Today the Rose Garden is just •,nc segment 
of a long, rambling parkway of more 'h;111 90 
arn·s, adjan·nt to the parklike campuses of 
Cedar ( 'rest and i\luhlenherg Colleges and the 
impressive Allentown High School ,radium. 
Alorig that parkway arc th,_. Old Fashioned 
Ganlt-11, a retreat established for gr,m·ing in 
profu.,ion the lll_yriad colorful annuals Known to 
e\·t·r~· home gardener; the Allentown ;\rt l'\'lus<•um: 
l 'edar Beach, one of the city's mo;t popular 
bathing resorts: Lakt• M111.le11lwrg, loved by 
fishermen and nat111c worshipns alike; the 
~foadow, where archery nwt'ts a re conducted, 
and tlw picnic grounds. 

Little Lehigh Parkway, comprisi·1g 493 acres, 
was acquired in 1929. The parkway was develop
<.·d during the '30s providing many hours of 
work for tlwn jobless Allentonians during the 
deprt.·ssion years. Today it stan.is out as one 
of the most beautiful links in AIJ..•ntown's entire 
chain of parks. It includes picnic grounds, a 
heavi)~, stocked trout stream, the recently con
verted Lil-Le-Hi Tri-Club Trout Nursery, bridle 
paths, scenic roadw;,ys for motoring and pictur
esque walkways for those who enjoy strolling. 

Developed more recently, in 1940, was East 
Side or Irving Park, which fronts on Irving Street 

(Comi,uud 0111 P•,t 9U') 
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TOURIST STOPS 

l,t(t: Hn.:~R \lo:-.nu-::-n. 27th and 
Tilghman Strn·ts 

Right: F1Rsr DuE:-.1n RS 
~lo:-.ntrN 1, \\\·st l\11 k 

Ct11/tr: :\KT \I l SI l \I 

/1(11/11111: 

Rost (;\tWt :-. 



I . II. SCIIOI. I. 

Fony-fiv<' \'l'ars ago last ~larch an ambitious 
y:11111g man, \\'ho always had the clt·sire to go into 
h11si1H·ss for hims<'lf, and who had previously 
IHTn :1 railroad spike 111akl'r, rihho11 \\'t'a\'C·r, and 
s;ilesman for thl' L. 11. Yeag<'r Co., organized 
dw firm of E. 11. Sd10II Co., \\'lwlesale \'ari<'t r 
Stort', the first of its kind in Allentown. Th.l· 
husitH'SS was loratl'd al s{'\'l'llth & Linden Strl't'tS. 
~1 r. Scholl, for the first ten ~·l'a rs, performed tlw 
duties of huying and selling for his firm, calling 
on his n1sto11wrs with a horse and buggy. 

Five years later, the company moved to its 
prl'st·nt site, 2-l North Seventh Street, so that 
more items and more stock could he added to 
the l'onstantly incn·asing business. \Vithin the 
last fiftt•t•n y<.•ars the company has lwconw known 
for its lines of ho11sewa1<.·s, hotel, duh and restaur
ant supplies, and all kinds of holiday nwrchandise. 
The firm takes pride in acdainiing itself tlw oldest 
toy wholes;-ilcr, as well as hotel, duh, and restaur
ant supply wholesaler in the Lehigh Valley. 

T. R. SCl10I.I. 

In 19JS Tt'd Scholl, son of I•:. I I. Scholl, was 
tak<.-11 in to the firm upon his graduation from 
colic-gt'. l11 19·18 ~Ir. E. II. Sdwll retired to an 
inactive part in I h<' business and rcli11g11ishcd the 
operation of the firm to his so11. 

Toda~· the rompan~· ronrs a radius of SO milt-s 
of Allt·ntm,·n and has six salesml'n railing 011 
department, hardware, drng, grocl'r~·. ,·arie,~·. 
and gc1wral ston·s, as well ;1s hotl'ls. du hs, and 
restaurants. and i11stit11tio11s. 

Frit'ndship is till' kc)·stotH' ;1round whirh an~· 
successful business must IH' built ·· · without it 
no one l'all long survi\'<'. Fort~·-tive good years 
lie behind this tirm and fon~·-li\'{· plus good years 
arc ahead of it. The rompan~· is gratl'ful to its 
more than 2000 customers for the lo_,·al support 
tlw •,ave given in till' past ;ind it is sinn·rel\' 
hopl·ll that the friend!~· customer relations which 
exist now may continue for many ~·cars to conw. 

There are IS employees at present; six of whirh 
have given a total of ov<.·r 175 ~·l'ars' scr\'ire. 

E. H. SCHOLL CO., INC. 
WHOLESALERS 

24 NORTH SEVENTH STREET ALLENTOWN, PA. 
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BEAUTY and RECREATION 
(Cc,11ti111ud fr1111: l'ar.t ,l'i) 

between Union Boulevard and Hanovt•r Avl·nue. 
Designed for recreational purposes, this park 
hoasts Allentown's finest swimming pool, scvt·ral 
baseball diamonds, tennis and vollcyhall rourts 
and other facilities for play purposes. It tt·t·ms 
with crowds from early June till summer's end 
and offers residents of the 14th and 15th \Vanis 
outdoor fun opportunities never before attain
able in that area. 

Aside from being a thing of beauty, Trexler 
Memorial P:trk has become a wild game bird 
refuge. The t·ity owns several hundred durks, 
gee5e and swans of various brt·eds, all of whirh 
ran be seen on the park ponds almost any day of 
the year. Added to these each fall are thousands 
of wild fowl which use the park as a stopovt·r 
on th<:ir flights south. 

Trexler Park offer:., other things of interest. 
I ts floratorium, in whirh plants used in the fana·d 
lamp standard "hanging garch·ns" arc grown, 
boasts a tropical house in which orchids grow in 
profusion, as do palms, banyans and other plants 
native to equatorial countries. Earh October 
the City Park Department sponsors fret· of 
charge a chrysanthcmu ,n show in the floratorium 
which has been rated by leading p.irk authorities 
as among the best in the country. 

Union Terrace, laid out on a 21-acrc plot, 
features an amphi-theatre and a pond which is 
used for fishing by small boys in summt·r, and 
for skating in winter. The Terrace includ(•s 
picnic grounds and a softball field. I ts develop
ment was a major step forward in city planning 
because it was built over what had been a mos
quito-infested swamp. 

Picnic parks other than those mentioned arc 
South Mountain and East Side Reservoir, both 

rustir. Rivn Front, Fo11n1ain and Jordan aff~>1d 
70 acn·s of rt'rn·ational arl'a, whill' Roosl'n·lt 
Park in the 1Cith \\'anl, covl'ring st·vt'n anl's, 
provides a play spot for ~·rn111g folks of 1hat 
n·gion. 1 n addition, thl' school district opt·11s 
;ill school grounds for sumn1t·r pla~• purposl'S ;111d 
qualifil'd instructors arl' providl'd for t·ach. 

Look in!! into the futurt', tilt' 1';1rk Dt•p;11t-
111t·nt has ohtaitH·d I.JS anes of land just north 
of Trexler Memorial Park which is to IH' dt'vl'lop
t·d into a Municipal (,olf Co1trst·. It is t'XfHTtt'd 
that the courst· will lw read\' for 11st' within the 
nl'xt five years. Also arquired art· )(, ;trn·s of 
land along Trout ( 'rt'l'k in the 12th \Vanl. \\'l1t·11 
funds an· ;1vailable this ancagl' will Ill' dl'allt'd 
and he,i11tifit'd ;md plans arl' to ronstrnrt ;1 
swimming pool for use o,· south sidt· rl'sidt·nts. 

~inett·t·nth \\'ard Mt·nu,rial Park, a rl'rn·;1-
tional area at the t·xt1-e111t· south end of tht riry, 
was purchased by citizens of thl' ward. l'arti;1II\ 
developt'd, it will somt· da~· he turnt'd over to t Ill' 
l·it~· for maintt•n;111re purposes. This trart, "hirh 
lil's along th(' east branch of Trout ( 'rel'k, is 
adjact·11t to I Ill' 12th \\';ml land 11<1\\' o,,·1H'd Ii\ 
the cit,·. 

Allt'ntown's Parks tll''.'t•r fail to 1111pn·ss 
visitors to tlw rit~·. Acn>nling to "(,irard" in 
tht· Philadelphia lnquirn wrrtrng in 193.~ · · 
"In time, Allt·ntown will have the most lwa111if11l 
park s~·stt•m in :\111,·rica." Tht' Pt.'nns_\'lvania 
b:onom_r Leagut·, which mad<' a thorough srndr 
of tht.' systt·m, reportt.'d, "The City of Allt.'lltow11 
is fortunate in having a park systl'm whirl1 for 
layout an,I beauty of !oration is scrnnd to nor1t·." 
Thl' New York Times has acrlairtJcd, "All<'nto\\ n's 

k ' ' ,, par· systt·111 as a ntv s sucr<'s1> story. 

"Relative to that feature of Old Home \\Teck which has to do 

with a rededication of our American heritage, murh credit is due to 

the American Heritage Foundation for its enthusiastic cooperation". 

MAYOR DoNAI.I> \'. Hon~ 



eommunih; Service 
\\'t· a! t· nr~· happ~· to join with you in tlw ohsnv;1nr~· ,>f ( )Id I fome \\'l'<'k and 

sinn·r<'I~· hopt· that _\'I'll l'njo\' <'Vny 111on1t·11t of it. 

\\'hill' many Ill'\\' fart's ha\'<' lw<'I added to our orga111zation s1nn· its formation 

thin~· ~·<'ars ;1go th<·!·<· ar<' s:ill a 1111111IH'r of us \\'ho ha\'<· grown up with tlw auto ind11stry, 

St'rving ~·ou from the tla~·s of th<' old "ont·-l11ngt·rs" '" tlw pr('sl'nt. 

( )ur constant thought ha~ lw<'ll yotn riding ph-as1m·. To that end through advo

cating lwt tn highways. t hro11~h p;1 rt icipa tion in st at<' and Ioctl safrty campaigns, 

and through c:in.f11I inspt'ction and r<'pair of _•;our car Wt' ha,·<· endt'avored to give you 

compl<'t<' ass11r;1nn· of thl' 11t1110sr possililc s;1frt>· 1111 th<' road. 

\h· h;1n· ass11111t·d om co11111111nit >. , ,1,ligations t hro11gh t ht' support of various civic 

projl'rt s, cont rihut ions of 011 rt inH' and 11:111w~· tot lw lwttl'rnH·nt oft IH· comm unit~-. This 

atti111dl' h;1s f111111d t·xpn·ssion in our participation 111 ,·ario11s \\Tlfare agl'nry campaigns, 

c1pit;tl fund r;1ising ca111p;1igns and our roopt'r;1tion in thl' puhli,: school vocational 

l'd11catio11 progra111. 

:\s <h·;tlns, handling tll<' fi:H"st 1110tor cars in the world, qualified h~· cxpe11<·m·c 

and training, .111d <'q11ipp<'d to offn ,·011 tlw hl'st p11ssihle service for ~·our r;1r, wt· urge 

~·1111 to call upon _vo1n <kall'r whl'n confrontl'd with ;111~· motoring prnhlcm. 

New Car Dealers Association of Allentown 

C 11 :\ l\ I BE R OF l'O :\ I M F IH T 

I) & 11 PoNTIAC <.. 'o. 

DAIii. MoToHs Au.ENTO\VN, I Ne. 

JAC:K DANKF.I. l'IIE\'ROI.F.T 

DIETRIC:11 l\loToR CAR CoMPANY 

FENSTERMACIIER & RE~ls Co. 

) I UPSON Au.t-: NTOWN 

Lt-:111G11 l\ll)T<>R Cm,ll'ANY 

PETERS Mon1R Co. 

Rrnt-:R & YosT l\loTOR CAR Co. 

Ru11t-: :\lon>R CoRP. 

\'. H. Sn-:na:1., INc. 

Towr-; AuTo Co. 

Tt'RN ER l'vhrroRs 

TwlN CITY MoToRs, I Ne. 
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City's Oldest Bakery 
The nam<.· "11 E !Jvl BACI I" and tasty baking products under the trade na111t· 

"DtTCII \L\m" han· been iinked in closl' associations since 1<>13. That was tlw 
_\Tar Oswin :\. I leir,1harh started baking at Ninth arul Tilghman ~;treets, :\lkntow11, 
wht're the present modnn marhinl' equipped plant now stands. 

In 19)() the Real Estate of I leimharh Baking Co111pat1_\' had a frontage on 
Tilghman Street of 78 fo<.'t. comprising 901-903-905-907 Tilghman Street. 

l11 1920 propert_\' at 907 1 :! Tilghman was addt·d and in 11)2(, the q11anns 
wt·ri· again enlarged to include 909 Tilghman Stn·et. Sin re I 1) 13 111;1ny t lio11sands 
of bread loa\'es and tast_\' bur, packages h;I' e passt·d from I leimharhs to tlw good 
peopll' of this romm1111it_\·. 

Thl' man:igt·nwnt and owm·rship of tlw {_ 'om pall_\' has at all times consisted 
of loral people. ( )swin t\. I lcim baeh was the first president. f le was sucrt·eded 
h_\· Ra_\·n101HI (;, Ft·tzn, followed h_\' I !amid 1\. Schantz, then John F. Dirkdbolrn. 
In 11)-17 the (.'ompall_\' was s11rnTded b_\· ll<·imbarh Baking ('orporati«>n whost· 
pn·sident and general manager is Donald K. :\on11ingto11, a lifrtinH.· residt·nt of 
I his rom111u111ty. 

HEIMBACH BAKING COMPANY 

KINTZEL'S * One of Nation's Leading Appliance Stores 
\\"lwn a retail orga11i1ation asrends to a position of t"111in1·ncl' 

in irs field in littlr more than ten yt'r~, it has p('rforrm·d tlw 
nnt to impossibll'. Y1·t, that is l'Xactly tht· story and till· 
ll'rnrd of K1~nu.s, 1:-.c:., tht> Lehi~h \'alley's outstanding 
applianrt' stor('. :\nd, in fan, Kinuels iS ont' of the nation'!i 
largl'St nclusi\'c appliann·-radio-telt'\'ision n·tailers. 

Begun in )9J<J b\' llarn· E. Kinucl, at l024 Hamilton 
Strt'('t, th<' h11sinl'ss was mond to 913 Hamilton Strett during 
thr war yeais. Sinn· rl1rn till· growth of tht' or~ani1ation has 
hrcn so r.ipid as to ntn-ssitatl' the l'Xpansion of sales and 
Str\'iCt' facilitil's. The initial rtsult was the acquisition of a large 
warl'house propt'rty at 443-45 North I Ith Street in Allentown 
whrrr more than l0,000 squart> feet of floor space is de\'Oted 
to storag<" facilitirs and a 111oclernl~· <'l]Uippt'd Str\'irt d<'part· 
mtnt for major appliann·s. 

TIH'n, a link ft.ss than a ~-<'ar ago, Kint1.els arquirl'd a rt'tail 
storl' at J<Jrl1 and \lain Strel·ts in Northampton (formerlr 
Lurkenhach's) in ordn to widt·n their facilitil's for tl1t· benefit 
of ptoplc in thr ct·mrnt n·gions. 

The next sttp was a to provide lar~er quarters for improving 
display conditions in the All1•ntown location. This was done 
hy adding the adjoining building at 915 Hamilton Street-
a rnon which douhled Kin11els quarters in the Queen City. 
This occasion will hr rern<·rnhrrt>d hv folks all over the vallcv 
who came to help Kintzcls celthrate the event with a gala 
"Opt"n House Weck" this pas• April. 

To estahlish the fact that Kintzdi, is a complete appliance 
store and tops in its field is bt'st demonstrated hy t1111merating 
the items they sell and the hig names they reprrsent. 

These include General Electric ranges, washers, refrigcra tors, 
dishwashrrs, vacuum deantrs, water heaters, television, radio
phonographs, freezers; Philco refrigerators, home freezers, 
RCA Victor television and radio:phonographs; Maytag, 
Bendix and Speed Queen washers; Kelvinator rrfrigerators, 

frn·zns and rangt·s; Du:\lont Tdn·ision, \lotorob tt'lni~1011 
and radio-phonographs; Sparton tdl'vision and radio-phono· 
graphs; sinks, gas and l·krtric rangl's and rn11111lt·ss s111all 
applianrl'S, such as ell-crric dorks, roastt'IS, \'ornado Lins, ,11111 
so on. 

In addition, Kiruds maintain a rnmpft.11· s1·\\·ing ci-ntn 
which fraturcs the Dorm·stir St:wn1ad1int· and s1·\\inl! Sl'r\'lrtS 

lih· button and bucklt· cowring, bdt making, l1t·111n11ng ;111d 

otlll'rs. The Sl'wing center is trul~· a showplart" in its' fidd · 
a modern department that offns 1•\'1•rytl11ng to t!H· wo1nar1 
incl•1Jini,: sewing cotHSl·s. 

Tlu•rt· art· rnofl• than a half-h1111drrd pl'opft. in Kinuds, lnr. 
who dl'rntr thl'ir lwst l'fforts to installation and sn\'in·. s;1ks 
assist,rnn·, olnce and :ulmini~tratin tasks. TIH·\' an· llains• 
takingly schooled and rnnstantl~· trairH'd 50 as t;> ll!' a lit- to 
rl'ndt·r completely satisfactory assislanre to l'\'t•n· Kinw·l 
c11sto11H-r, new and old. 

The corporation,. lll·aded by I larry E. Kint1d, pn·sidtnl, 
and Paul R. l\lilkr, vice-presidl'nt and gl'nnal managl'r, has 
ct>nainly achieved its IHominence through straigl1t-tl1inking, 
aggressive action couplt·< with a warm spirit of fril'lldlirH·ss and a 
keen appreciation of the warfts and nl'eds of the pl'opk of rhis 
area. Hut, every member of the organization wrll rl';11lily 
agree that a great deal of thl'ir success is id1·ntifil·d with till' 
rapid growth of the City of Allentown as one of the outstanding 
retail centers of the country. 

During this "Home-Corning" Celebration. Kintlds rnrd1.,lly 
invites everybody to drop in for a visit. There is a lot to st·c 
anytime but, especially during this week, displays and demon· 
strations of an extraordinary nature will l,c l>rt·scntul for the 
education and enjoyment of all visitors. •\·cl free to ,11st 
walk in and look around. Kintzcls is a fril'ndly stort·, \\l•l'rc 
everyone is welcome. 
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Churches of Allentown 
Sinrl' t hl' \'l';1 r 17(,2, \\ IH·11 Alle11tow11 \\·as 

planned, it has IH'('n a drnrch-going ro1111111111i1_,·. 
!'hat saml' \<·ar a log rh11rd1 was constrnct('(I 011 
tlH' sitl' that is toda_\' orrnpi<·d l,y historic I.ion 
Lva11gt.·lir;1l and Rl'forn1l'd ( 'l111rrh, and it \\·as in 
s11rh h11mhl<· cirn1n1sta11n· that worshirns of 
th(' Reforrnl'd and L11tlwra11 fair hs gatlwn·d to 
pa~· tribute to { iod. 

I 11 this Har of !<)SO dw cin· has a tot al of 1()(1 

ro11gn·gati.011s of man,· faiths, ,·111t· rh11rrh for l'\'<•n· 
1,()()() n·sid<· 111 s. L(' ;·,di 11g · i 11 1111111nic a I strl' ng t ii 
arl' the Lutlwran Church ,, it h I(,, rongrl'gat ions, 
R('forrnl'd l 'h11rrh "it h 13, Roman l ';11 l10lic 
Church with 11 and F\'angelical Co11gregatio11al 
(_ 'hurrh with st.•\'t.•11. 

Soon aftn organization of tlH· 11nio11 log ch11rl'h 
at what is now ( 'l111rrh and I lamilton Strl'l'IS, tlH· 
lfrfo1111ed co11gn·gatio11 ro11str11ct<·d ;1 L11gn, 111on· 
a1h-q11ate t.·difirl' \\hill' tht.· L11tlwra11 rn11gn•g;1tio11 
ro111i1111t.·d to worship in tlw original building. It 
\\:ts in tlw Rd'ornwd Cl111rd1 s:rncttm· that rlH· 
Li lint,. lkll w;1s hiddl'n for tlw duration of t hl' 
lfr\'oh11io11;1r_,. \\'ar from St.·ptl'111hn, 1777. 

Th<· 1rn·st.·n1 magnifin·111 Zion i': ,·;1ngl'liral and 
RdornH·d l'l111rrh h11ildi11g \\;1s ronstllll'lt.·d in till' 
n;irs ISS(,, ISS7 ;1rnl ISXS . .-\lk11tmn1's st.·t.·ond 
;iidl'st Rd°ornwd ( 'h11 rrl1 ro11gn·g;1t ion, St. 10h11 's, 
was formnl from a nurl< ti:, of fornH·r Zion 111~·111ht."·s 
who wa11tl'd st rirrl\ English Linguagt· st·n·in·s. 
~l,,sl of tlw Sl'n·in·s at Zion in I host' dan \\Trt' in 
tilt' (;t.·rman la11g11agt·. · 

Th(' l.11thn;111 t.·ongn·gatio11, "hid1 _joined till' 
Zwn Rl'formnl group in h11ildi11g :\lkntown's 
original housl' of worJ1ip, n·111ai11ed ,,i1hin rlH· 
,,·alls of thl' old log l1011st· until I 7<J-l, ,,hu1 L111d 
w;1s purchasl'd along South Eighth Strt.:l't, lwt,n·<·11 
I lamilton and \\'al1111t, and a IH'W honH· ,,;,s plan
lll'd. The congrq~ation did not adopt thl' 11a11w 
"St. Paul's" 1111til IXSS. Thl' beautiful s1011t· 
structure it 1ww occupil's was built in )()IIS. 

:\!though then· was 110 Roman Catholic l'hurd1 
in Alll'11tow11 11111 ii I ~S(,, wlwn tlw Clrnrch of tlw 
l1111narnlatt.· Co11rl'ptio11 was huilt at Ridge Ave. 
and Lihnn· Street. therl' \\Tr<' missions lwrl' since 
I 7S7. Until the l'nd of the ReYolutionar\' \\'ar 
tlll're were 110 regular srhedules for 111asst:s, hut 
Stit-11 thneafter thev wen· nmdurtl·d on a monthh· 
basis and as the t'atholir population grew, fa·r 
more frl'quentl~·-

Following the building of the Church of the 
Immanilare Conception, the Church of the Sacn·d 
I lean was constructed. The congrl'gations of 
these churrhes motlwred practically all other 
Catholic drnrt.:hcs and missions in Allentown and 
vicinity and are responsible for satis(ving many 
or her community needs. 

Tri11i1 ,. L Yangl·liral ( 'ongregational ( 'hun:h. 
oldest of its d1 110111inatio11, stt11111wd from Sall'lll 
1•:,·;,ngdic;il l '.1itt·d Brethn·n rongrn~ation, which 
,,·as first of its s<·ct. Salt·m, fo1111dl'd in l83S, was 
origi11all_,· of thl' l·:\·angelical faith and l·onti1111t·d 
so until thl' n·cent nwrger of tlw E\'angdicil and 
l '11itt·d Bn·thren Churdws. 

Thn(' \\;1s a <knominational difft..rt:nn· in IS'H 
and that n·st1ltl'd in for111atio11 of what was thl'n 
Trinity l '11ited E\'angdical co11grl'gatio11. This 
dl'no111inat ion has sincl' ,·anisllt.'d and has bel'll 
s11ppbntl'd h,· the I•: ,·angdical ( '011gn·gatio11a I 
L,irh, fourth in 1111111t.·rical strl'llgth in tilt' cit~·. 
Tlw 1-:\'angdical l 'nitnl Bn·thren Cl111rd1 toda~· 
h;1s six t.·011grl'gatio11s in :\llt.·11tow11. 

Tlw l'resbnnian Church is crl'dited with organ
i,ing t lH' first .-\1ll'11tmn1 co11grl'gatio11 which 
,,·antl'd strit.·tl~· English la11g11agt.· sn\'ices. That 
was in I X3S. ~t.·n·in·s tlwreaftt·r ,,·t·rt.· ro11d11ctl'd 
;1t ,·a1io11s pL1n·s for somt.· tinw. It \\':ts 1101 1111til 
1902 that First Pn·sh,·tt·ri;111 ro11grl'gatio11 h11ilt 
i lw handsonw pillan·d · edifin· ,, hich foc<'S :\orth 
Fifth ~tn·t·t ;1t Court Strl'<'t. 

( ;rar<' l 'hurd1, first of tlw Episcopal dt·110111i11-
;11 io11. w;1s org;111i1.t.·d in IXSX and thl' ro11gregatio11 
h11ilt its pn·sl'llt honll' st·,·t·11 >Tars latn. Thl'rt.' is 
onh· oll<' orllt'r . .\lt·diator. and a 111ission. First 
lbjllist ,,as orga11i1nl in )X_:i() and toda~·. with 
'l\n·lfth St1Tt·t lbptist. rl'prl'sl'nts that faith. 
Tlw first .\ lcn111111itt.· (_ 'l111rch. of \\ hid1 there an· 
fn11r, \\':ts First Churd1, mganizl'd in IX8(1. 

The jc,,ish faith w;1s slow gl'tting startt.·d 
hl'caust•: 1111til aftt.·r tlw l'i\'il \\'ar, .-\lle11to,,·11's 
_It·\\ ish pop11btio11 was n·r_,. small. .-\s pl'ople of 
tl1t· I lt.-hn·,,· faith started to Sl'ttll' hnc, a ro11grl'
g;1tio11 was organizl'd and \\'as rl'rognized b~· tht.· 
faith in 188S. Tlw first tl'lllpll', that of Congrl'
g;1tio11 l\.<·nesl'th Israel, w;1s built in )<)()(1. T,day 
thl'rl' are fi\'e Jewish co11greg;1tio11s in tlw l'it~·. 
ont.· of whirh, Tl'mplt.• Bt·th-FI. n·n·ntl:, ro111plt.·ted 
tlw t.'Xtl'rior of what is t:onsidl'rl'd one of thl' rit~·•s 
most beautiful buildings. 

Thl're are thrl'e ;\lcthudist l'hun:lws \\'ithin thl' 
cin·, outst;1ndi11g of which is .-\sbur~· congregation. 
Tl1is group inrludcs St._iallll'S :\friran :',.kth~Hlist 
Episcopal congrl'gation, iarg<.·st among the Negro 
dn,n:l\l's. 

ThNe arl' two ;\I issionar\' de110111ination con
gregations, two of the i\lo;·ayian sect, and the 
First Church of Christ Scit.•ntist, \lormon, 
Quaker, llnita!·ian a_nd Spiritualist ~'ht11c!ws are 
among thost.· ot the city. 1 hat the(. hun:h s work 
is not in vain here is oh\'ious in the fine support 
accorded Allento\\'n's pt'n'nnial wdfare projects 
on the one hand, and the city's low nime record 
on the other. · 

/11terde11omi11atio11al Scr-z1icts at 8:00 p. m., Sunday, August 20th, c1t ll't'st Park. 
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THE HISTORY OF TREXLER SERVICE 
Thl' .\fink famil~· sl'lrlnl in l.l'hii.:11 Coun1,· ;is 1·;11h· ;is J.-.;f]. 
hut it was 1101 nntil IS(,0 tl1a1 _lo11;1s .\link h1ga11 1111,lt-11.1k111i.: 
in thl' old .\link hon·,· so11tl11·;1s1 oft hl' Jlll'~l'lll 1·i1.,· limits of 
.-\ll1·ntow11. 

l1111lt-rtaki11g 0111· hundrnl ~·l';11s aco w.rs 1101 thl' ro111pl, ti', 
proft"ssion;1l snvin· with "hid, t h1· pu hlir is f;1 n11lr:11 1111Lr_, . 
\'oonl' d1-,·ott·11 full 1i11w to 1111d,·11;1ki11g. liur tl11·11· \\('fl' r.1lii11..r 
mahrs who rst;1hlislwd 1q111r;11ions for h11ildi11g good roff,11, 
of clt-ar 111 mlwr. Jonas .\I ink w;1s 0111· oft hos1· ,, lw111 r hl' p1 oplt
sought out at timl' of :l1·;11h for thl' qualit\· of his \\01k111;111· 
ship, ;ind hn·att,l' hl' s•.Tmnl ;r li1tll' 111011· ro11sidl'1a11· cf 1h1· 
family's fnlings. 

Thtrt· was 110 ffi1·11tifir prunvation in thos1· dars. :'\1·iL' ,f.01s 
and fril'nds ha1hl'd :ind dr1·ss1·d th1· l,01h· ;111d dtll.! rh,· er.I\,·. 
Thl'rt· was a simple rdicious rt·r1·111011,· ,,irh l,1111.rl in tlw 
d1urd1yard. 

\\'lwn Jon:1s .\link di1·d. his ,, ido1,. ( ';iroli111· \\'il'and .\link. 
1·ontintll·d th1· li1·sirwss wi1h tl11· hdp 11f ;1 nq1l11 ". ,l.,rnl, ( ;_ 
Stnrll'r. In 11-:i.i. h1· appnTiatnl 1lr,· grl'aln oppo1111111111, 
in :\ll1·ntow11 an; 1110,'!'d to 11<, ~011rl1 Fi1.!hrl1 S1111·1. 1, h, ,., 
Ill' ro11ti11t1l'd caliirH·I making a111l 1111d1·1taki11g. I 11· :1\,111111-d 
full rnntrol of tilt' h11si,11·ss in !SSL 1',·opk \\I'll' ;rl1,·;1d,· 
h1·ginning tot·\ p1·ct n11ir1· sn \'irt" fro111 rl11· undl'r Lt kn. .\ I 11,ltr 11 
1·111hal111ing, lulln·n·r. did 1101 hl'( ,lllll· g,·n1·r;rl 11111tl af111 

(llin·r S. lbli1·nold. nl'phl'l\·in-L1w of J;1rnh (;, S11·1nt"1 .111.I 
Lirl11·1 of .\rli111· R;1h111old T1nl1·1. 1·1lll'll'd tlll' htr~IIIIS\ 111 
)'1114. B_,. tl11· 111111· Ill' a\,llllll'd full ro1111ol of ir in I'll,. 
f.tt'IOl_\'•111:tdl' r;1skt'IS lt;1d 1.1kt II rl11· pLrn· of l101111--111.11!t
roff111,. It 11;1s in l11s lif1·1i1111·. rl1;1r f111h r;rl d111ni11c li1c:1111t 
;1 proks,ion 1< q1111iilc s, 11·1111f11· t"d11r;11io11. rl11· 111,·11·:t\1·d '"' 
of f.1ul11il', and 1·q11ip1111111 .. 111d rl1,· full 111111· of tl11· f111111.tl 
d11n·ro1 hirll\,lf. 

\111;1\s rlos1 h· ;rssoriarnl ,,i,lt ,111.I kn·nl,· i1111·11·stnl i11 Ii, r 
f;,rllt'r's l111si111·ss .. \rli111· lbh,·nold lr"lt-1 1·:11I,· 11·n1i..:11i,('d 
1 lt1· d1.1lll'lll.!1· of r lrl' profl'ssion ;111d rl11· 1.:11";111·1 op pot 111111111 s 
for ro11111111n11, s1·11 in·. I ft.r 1·;11 h· 11.,i111ng 11111lt-r lrl'r f:rrl11·1 \ 
c11id;1111·,·. lll1.!l'rl11·1 1,11lr rhl' f11H,r prt p;r1;r1io11 ;11 rill' ( 'i11rr1111· 
.111 (.'olkcl'. nrl111111.111·d in ltl'r profound .1pp11·r1.111011 for ,di 
rl1t· ,·;11i11I ;rspn·rs. prohk111s ;111d spn·r.rl s11t1.1rio11s rl1ar ;111· 
ll'>(lllltd of p1n1·111 da,· f1111,·1;rl s111·irl'. \\'hl'll in l'Jl'I. (1111.·r 
S. R,,l,1"1111ld p;1ss1"1I ;t\1,1\', k.1,·1111! ltis f.1111d,· ;1 sporlt-ss 11'1'11· 
1;1111111 for Iron, \I\' ;111d f.111 1k;rlinc •. \rlinl' ;111d hl'r lrusl,;111.I. 
Th1·od1111· l l'rnlt-1. ;1 i.:r:1d11:r11 of rl,(' l.,·kds ('0ll1·gl', ;111.I 
;1sso,·1;11nl 1111lr rl1t· fi1t11 sinn· 1'127. 1\111· 1\111 l''ltrippl'll 10 
.1,\111111· \'Oil! I ol of I It,· l,11\1111 ss. 

\\'11 h rltl' 1111.!lr rdl'.tl, .111d p1111l'iplts , \L1hlid11·d II\ , Ii, ir 
p1,d1·n,,n1\, forrrfrl'll Ii,· d;11111rl1s, Ltirl1 ;111d rot11;q,:1· •. \Ir. 
;111d \lrs. ·1111 odrnl' T. Trnln ,, ill ;1h1 ;I\ s •·111ltan11 ro 111:1111· 
r;,i11 rli;,t p11rd1 \\ It, 1 i1.1i.:1·. 

TREXLER FUNERAL HOME - 16 S. EIGHTH ST. ALLENTOWN, PA. 

KEIPER'S PHARMACY 
39 North Seventh Street 

Harvey L. Keiper, \\'ho founded this t·stablishment in ~Lt.r, 189S, believed 
that the key to success la>· in being an apoth<.Tary and s1·rving the nl'l'ds of the 
medical profession, dirertl>· and by filling prt'sniptions and medical req11in·1J1t·nts 
of doctor's patients. 

At the time, the store occupied only a part of the first floor at ..f. I :\orth Sewnth 
Street, but as the business prr>spertd the first floor was t·ntirely orcupil'd, and 
later the balance of the building. 

Mr. Keiper died in 1913. Tlwn·after, his fornily conducted the business along 
the lines he h~td advocated. It rontinul'd to prosper and t'Xpand until tocla_,· tt 

is known as one of the lt'.ading pharmacies in tht' t':tStl'rtl part of Penns_vlvania. 

In 19-H-, Miss Lillian I. Keiper, sister of the found.~r, ohtai11ed ti, ·11·n·ssary 
priorities from the \\'ar Production Board for ronstru,:tion of a Ile\,, modern 
pharmacy at 39 North Seventh Street, next door to the original site. Appointments 
in this place arc such that Kt'iper's is better able to serve than at an>' tune Ill 

the past. 

Keiper's Pharmacy- .. '.the oldest but one of the most modern in Allentown 
still believes that by practicing the art of the apothecary it is best serving the 
physicians and the pcoJ)le <,f this city and its environs. 
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GEHRINGER - HARLACHER COMPANY 
L I.OY I> ( •. I IA IU .\Cll I. It 

I IA 1rn Y h: . 1 h 1u. 1. Y 

. l'roido1t 

The fir111 tod:1,· ktW\\11 as (;1·hri11gn-llarlachl'r ('o. \\;1s ti,rnwd in )()19 \\hl'11 

(;eorge _I. Cehring<:r and Llo:dl C. llarlachcr fornwd a partnnsliip. :\t that ti111e 

thn· purchased a ret:1il automobile tirl' store from the est:1tl' of the latl' Ben Burgn . 

.-\ftcr If arr> 1'.. llarle>· was hrnugl11 into the fir111 i:1 )<)]I.it was incorporated 

in 1922 under its present na111t·, opening an automotin· parts ston· at I 23 :\'orth 
Sc\'enth Street. The business gn·\,· and due to the l'Xpansion it lwcm1~· IH'lTSsary 
to mo,·c to 11e\,. quarters. 

111 19-!C> a formn hotel huildi11~ at Seventh and Libert>· Streets was purrhased 

by the compan~·. and it \\'as 1-e110,·atl'd to l1l<'<'t with requirenwnts of the or~aniza
tion. Toda~·, Gehringcr-l larbrher l'o. is almost cxclusiHI_,. a \\ lwlesale hot1S<' 

for automotin· part<;, garage equip111ent and :1n-essories. It is repn·st·nted h~· 
fi\'e outside sail'smcn who tr:1wl a territotT within a radius of 25 miles of :\lle11tow11. 

There arc 28 employees inside the store. 

Distinctive ~~o N"L Y'' (.1 • 
uC r·v ICC 

CLEANERS 
Cltanas 1Jj ll'taring A pp,;rd 

Tlw "01nY" Cleaners, organi1.ed in thl' spring 
of 1908, was given it's naml' lit·cause it was the onl~
Jry-deaning establishment in this \'icinity 1hat did 
not specialize in dyt•ing. The busintss was confined 
to dry-cleaning, only, and was hetrcr known at that 
time as M. F. Lorish & Son. This business opt·ned at 
l077 Hamilton Str<Tt, just two doors hdow its JHtst·nt 
location, where the dry-cltaning was donl· on tht same 

l,remises. The organization consistl'd of Morris F. 
,orish, his son Fn·d, one seamstr<·ss, and ont assistant 

dry-cleaner. 
Two years later, till' property at l031 Hamilton 

Strctt was purchased, and also a location for our dry
deaning plant at Poplar & Union Stn·ets, whtrc our 
business has heen operated for tht past forty years. 

In the t·arlv vears of this industrr, \Hiers were 
extremely high ·co;nparccl to oth<'r standarc s of living, 
and dry-cleaning was considered quite an t·xtravaganct·, 
a sen·ice which only the wealthy could afford. At that 
time the main suppon of the industry was me11s lrnsi
ncss suits and just the very finest of la1lies wearing 
appartl. However, as time went by, and wornrn took 
their place in the business world, our business started 
growing and at the present time, our large volume of 
business, and indispensalik service in almost every 

homt, rnnsists of all typt·s of l10use-furnishings and 
dothing for the enrirc· family. 

Though the artificial silk industry has brought 
about many snious problems for the dry-deaner, at 
rhe same time w,· 11111st attrihuH· the sucn·ss of thl' 
liusirll'SS to this sourn, for the lowest priced merchan
dise on the marht today, must lit· dry-clearll'd. 

Thus, our liusintss gH·\\' under tht· capahlt· lc·adn
ship t'f r'\1orris Lorish, who was actin up to thl· tillll' 
of his death in ~larch of 1928. At that time the liusi
nc·ss was tahn onr by his son Fn·tl, who dic·d in 
:\ugust, 1933, whost· widow, Sadie· E. l.orish. l·c111timwd 
the husi1ll'SS upon the sanH· principlt's, organiZt·d The 
Only Ckalll·rs, Inc, in (ktober, 1934, appointing 
Charles Frcv111an as Presicltnt, Melvin Kuhns, Vicc
Presidt11t an.cl Ellis Sd1moyer secr<·tary. This organiz
ation has J.(rown to a 1wrsonnd of thirty-eight, several 
employees have giHn forty yt•ars of snvice and a lar~c 
nurnlH'r have bt(·n with us more than twenty-fivr or 
thirty years. 

We art· now runnini.: our husiness under the able 
m;inai.:t·rnent of Charks Freyman, one of the Pioneers 
of the organization, and well known in many local civic 
clubs, and Community projrcts. 

1031 HAMIL TON ST. Phone 6181 - 6182 ALLENTOWN, PA. 



\\'itl1 t ht' ad\'t'llt of ( )Id I lonw \\'t't'k, Ld1igh St 111ct11r:d Stcd Com pan,· s11r,·eys 
with pride the cit~· of :\llcntO\nJ, ft·eling th:1t it h;,s contrih11H·d its fair shan· 
tow;nd making :\llt-nto\\·11 tilt' huh of a hugt' industrial rentt'r. 

Lehigh Stnrn11ral St<'d Co. is engaged in the fohric:1tion and erl'ction of struct
ural stet'I for use in buildings, bridges and switch~·ard stnrct111t·s and of towns for 
radio, tele\'ision and tr;1ns111ission of electric po\\TL Through its products, thc
co111pan~· has carried its 11a11H· and the nan1t· of tlw ()11tTn Cit~· to most of tlw -!S 
states and 111any foreign rountrit·s. 

~'.inn· tlw inn·ption of the present 111anagt·111t·nt in ]<))C), the Lessro organization 
has grown fro111 a small group of SS emplo\Tl'S, to irs present siz<' e111plo,·i11g approx
i111at<'I.,· (iC1) 111en and wonJt·n. :\ subsidian·, th<' Lehigh (. 'onst ruction l 'o., which 
ncrts the stnrrtu1Ts that the parent ro111pan~· falnirat<'S, h:1s grown until it is rlH' 
sixth largest erection ro111p:1n~· in the whole l'nited Statt'S. Th<' l'tilities Sn\'icc 
Co. anotllt'r s11hsidiar~·. 111an111':1ctures street lighting fixtures and pole line 
hardwar<' m·n·ss;ny for the distribution of elt•ctrir po\\Tr, all of which is gal\';111ized 
in L<'high's own plant. This organizatinn too, k1s grown until it has rcpr<'sentation 
Ill 23 different t·ities all o\'er O't'" rountr_,·. 

Lehigh's man:,~ement has been interested in a Cl\'tc growth paralleling its 
husiness progress. Recognizing the need fo1 a more educated citizenry, the compan~· 
has estahlishecl scholarships at two leading universitit's for deserving sons of this 
community. 1 n addition, the company has taken an acti\'e pai t in the furtherance 
of the city's park system in the section adjact'nt to its Plant. 

The skills of each worker and tht' know-how aud foresight of managt'ment 
combined with the American system of free enterprise, has resulted in Lehigh's 
fine coordinated working forn·. It has <.T<'ated a re put at ion in the fabricating and 
erection industries for meticulous attention to each job whether it he as large as 
the Department of Interior building in \\'ashington, D.l '.; as hiid1 as the 7(i0 foot 
\VOR television towt'I" ;Kross the Hudson from ~<·,,· York Cir,· or as small as a 
galvanized switch structure on a Lehigh Cm111t~· farm. \\'here,··er these strnctun·s 
have gone, the~· have carri<·d with them, not only the name of Lehigh, hut also the 
name <,f our fair city of Allentown. 

\Ve arc proud of our "Old Home Town" and its institutions. For more than 
30 vears we have "belonged" and expert to continue as one of Allentown's industrial 
enterprises for a long time to come. 

LEHIGH STRUCTURAL STEEL CO. 
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ONE OF ALLENTOWN'S FINEST HOWLING CENTERS 
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Sin (t' I <J .! .! . . . . . LE~-IIGH VALLEY OIL CO. . . and still trorci11r. 

Tht· l,t'ftid1 \';illl'_\· Oil Co. \las la·gun :\11g11s1 2. I')!! ar Front 
& Hamilton Sis .. h\' lbrn· .-\. Fritsch arnl till' br, \rn·. Frnf 
(i. \\'. Runk. with· 1 S(·n•:n st:11ion and I rrurl. 11i;.,. now 
Sl'r 1·e d1ro11 d1 _;; hulk plan Is and w;ird1011s,·s. If, true b. _;(I st·r
,·in· sr:uio11s :111d 01·,·r IOO e.:1soli11c (kakrs in 12 rou1itit·s. TIH· 
l'omp.1n,·. diro1q.!'1 alik 111an:1c,·n1t·11t and r,·in\'t stllldll of 
,•;irni11gs in tlil' husin,·ss, h;1s ronti1111nl 10 1,:10,1 t111nl its 
annual s:1ks an· now 01,•1 

X2,000.000. '.\l:11 hring facili-
rit·s lt:t\'l' s11·;·dily 1·,p;1ndct! un-

nwnr. rirl's, hattl'I il·s, and arn·s~ori1·s stork. wl,olt-salt- s;1lt-s 
wom. oil hl'at ~('r\'in·, saks dqiart111t·11t and s:ilt-s wo111. 
PLtns rail for th(· nt'rrio11 oi ;1 s:1p1·r sl'n·in· srarion a11d a 
111;1in offin· liuildini,:, ro h;111dll' _c1·1wr;tl 111.111.tg(·111,·111 ;1rri11ri1·s 
110w lootnl ar 1200 \\'al1111; Sn1·1·r, .-\lh-nto,\11. 
Thi, n· l.,·n)ro sr a r ions an· loc;11 t·d in St ronds liu re, List Srro11ds· 
hu re.· \\.in,I l ;;ip, Palnll'rron. l-:;1s1011. ·\lli-ntown, ( 'or!:ty, 

En1111;111s, Q11.1b·1101\11, \tlltb· 
:1111pro11, P1·11nsl11rrg, Red I lill. 
l1nk;1sil·, :-;oud1·11011, l.:111~,Lth·. 
.\fo11tgo1111·1y1·ilk and Do\lt$• 
town. In ;1dditio11 l.t·,·oro prnd· 
llctS ;tr(' arso sold tl11011d1 q•\· 

nal hundr,·d d,·:1ft.rs and :.::tr• 
a l!l'S. 

til now rhn· c;1n .~t·nT all 
dom,·~ti,. ;.:umm,·rrial ;11lll in
dusrrial nn·ds in gasolinu;, IH·at· 
ing oils. kcros,·nv. :1111umo1in· 
:111d industrial l11hrir:1nts, and 
a11tornot1,·(· produrrs. Sinn· 
i<i4 I l.t·Yoro fornisill's automa
tic oil·llt'at cq11ipnw11r· and st·r
\'iet· 10 hundt"t"ds oi horm·s, 
drnrch(·S, and husirwss build
ings. Sinre 1927 its s('n·in· has 
h,·,·n i1kmifi,·d with tlu· trade 
naml', "l.t·\·oco Ser\'in·". Tin· 
oril.!inal two l0,000 gallon l111lk 
stora"t· tanks han· grown to 
wholt ,alt' terminals at .-\llrn
town, Stro11tlslmr/.!, P:il1llt·rto11, 
Fas ton, :inti Lansdale \\ ith ;il

Thr uew Dauphin :-t. ,l l'niou Bhd ... \llcnlo\\'n, bulk plant aud warcl,ou.sc 

l·\·liruar\· I. I'>_,() a long 11·r111 
rontral't. was 111ad1· with lht· 
( 'alifomia ( )jf ( 'ompany. a suh
sidi;ir\' of tin· S1a11da11f Oil 
{ 'ompan~· of { 'alifornia, to rna,
kl'l ( 'also i:;1soli11t·s :111d I< P\1 
luh1ira11rs in a 12 ro11111_,. ;ir('a. 

Capital stork oi tl1t· Ld111.!h 
\':illcv Oil ( 'o. is o,1111·d In· 
appr<~ximatl'ly 1400 s1orkltnl,i-
1·1s r1·sitling in tlw ;ire;i ir sc·rn·s. 
'.\Linagt·ment is undn rlw ,lir-
1·(·tion of l'r1·sitll'tlt llarn· :\. 

mosr 2,000,000 f!allons capacin·. The :\lll'ntown wl1olt·sak 
;ieri\'itil's now operate from die nc·w 4 acn: hulk planr at 
Union Boulevard and Dauphin Strt't'f, with no,ooo j!allon 
srorai!e capacit~·. indudini! 420,0CIO gallons ful'I oil capacitr anti 
facility for(,00,000gallons additional swrage. Tilt.' largl' l111ilcli11g 
houses the lul.ricants, anri-freae stock, rnai11tena1wc· dqiart· 

Frirsrh, rhe organizn of l.,·,·oro, .ind Elwood E. Oplini:n, 
iirsc \'in··Pn•sitll'llt anti ( ;l'tll'ral Manal.!t'r. Board of Dirn11Hs 
an· I brr.r :\. Fritsd1, Elwood E. OplinJ.:t'f, E. \I. Callis. 
II. S. Roh1·rrs, L. \\'. llurst, Franics :\. Dl'at{'rl_,·, and _JJ\' 

II. II a rgra ws. :\II t·mployt't's, nianaging 1·\'-'l'll r i ws arr,I 
tlq1art111ent m:111agt'rs art· local nH·n and worm·n. 

H. 1..-EH & CO. • • • 100 Years· of Growth 
This r(·ar marks the Cc-ntrnnial of H. I.<''1 & Co., on,· of 
Pt·nnsyh·ania 's lari.:esr drpa n ment stort's 011 rsitll' of the 
ITit'tropoliran art."as. Tlw l'ek·hration of this anniwrsary 
will conrinur wirli special fr:itures until OctofH·r. 
In contrast to th<: single column, 4-inch newspapl'r ad\'l'trisc
rnent of JOO years aRO which proudly announced th<' opc·ning 
of a new clothing rstalllishnwnr lal1l'lecl the "Temple o( 
Fashion" H. l.(:h & Co. this year is Jamin,-: all-out in its proKrarn 
of informinK tlie puhlic of the "Be~innin~ of Our Second 
Century". 
Present methods of puhlicity were not availabk to ~h·nry 
Leh hack in 1850. four inches of adverrisinJ! spal'e, repl'att·tl 
week after week, was regarded then as adequate announce
ment of the inaui:utation of a new un«lc:rtaking in a town 
of 3,778 inhabitants. But today, H. Leh & Co. servrs a 
traclinK area having a popdation of ahout 400,000. Hl'nt)' 

Leh was only 20 .rears of a1::e when he started in husinl'ss on 
the same street and block in which ll. I.ch & Co. has liet·n 
located continuously. In 1850 younR I.di tstahlishl'd a 
clothin~ store, selling the first ready-mad<' clothing in this 
part of Pennsylvania. Gradually he took on additional 
lines, including lamps, trunlcs, v~lises and daguerreotypes. 
And before the end of his first vear he had srartrd the manu
facture of boots and shoes. While some emphasis for a time 
was placed upon the manufacturing, wholesaling and retailing 
of hoots and shoes, other departments of the mercantile 
business continuecf to progress with the times. 
Originally, H. Lrh & Co. occupied a building 20 fret wide hy 
l lO feet in depth, Today H. Leh & Co. has at its tlisposal 
nearly a quarter of a million square feet of (/oor space for sales 
and service in a building that is modern in every respect. The 
first person to he taken into partnership by Henry Leh \'as 
Horatio 8. Koch. Mr. Koch began his association with H. 
Leh & Co. as a shipping clerk in 1874, at the age of 21 years. 
He learned the business rapidly and in 1884 he was m:ide a 

partra·r. Two y1·ars lain hl' was marri,·d lO his partnl'r's 
clauKl1tt·r, Sally Ld1. In l881J llt·nn· l.d,'s nm sons, U,ori;t· 
11. and Jolin I.di, Wl're ;Hl1ktl to the firm, ma~in~ it possililr 
to spread 111;111~· of tlw clutil's and H'Sponsiliilitil's of 111anacl'-

111t·nt. Tht· death of I lcnrv l.t•h in his SOth nar in 19i0 was 
an C'\Tllt chat was markl'ci in thl' cotnmuniiy hy the: chsin1: 
of all Storts on tlw aftl'rnoon of d1t· funl'ral. Thousands p.1id 
tlwir rt•spt·cts to tlw farm hoy, who ht·l·amt· tlw ,·iry's ka1lini: 
merchant, banhr and h11ilcln. 
Th<" yl'ar after tlw founder's passing the shoe fal·tor,· which 
occupit·tl two uppn floors of th,· '>tore huildin,: was tliscon
tinul•1I. At tlw same riml' a moil<'rn firc·-proof huiltlini.: 
,overing thrc:t'"IJUartns of tlw prcst·nt front was compkt{'(I. 
At that time- II. I.di & Co. ht•came known as rJw "Daylid>t 
Departml'nt Store". 
Further c:.-.pansion l.'aml' in 1922 when till' firm purchaml 
tlw adjoining building. Five years (•arlicr Leh's liad acquired 
propntr upon which a new four-story sc·ction was ad,lt-J. 
In 1936 this was l.'Xpanded to give access to the score from a 
second main rhorou~hfare. A new store front and h11il<ling 
totaling 20,000 square fert were addNl to this section last, ear. 
Construction of a new store front, imnllation of 01i~ heal· 
a tors, an addition to ancl heautification of front of dw •;t'\'1·nth 
StreN section, provision of a firctowrr entrance to I ll' srnre 
dirrct from a rear parking lot, and frN· parkin~ spaa for 
shoppers at the rear of the store. 
In 1920, the rear in which Horatio B. Koch died, his son, 
Henry T. Koch, and Henry W. Leh, son of Grorgc II. l.rh, 
hecame mcmhcrs of the firm. They were followed in 1924 
hy John H. Leh, and in 1927 hy G. EclwarJ Leh, both ,ons 
of John Leh. George H. teh died in 1940 and John I.ch 
in )944. Now as the firm embarks upon the srcon cen111ry, 
it has announced entrance into the partnership of John J.eh 
II and H. Thomas Koch, Jr., great grandsons of the pi1Jneer 
founder, Henry I.eh. 
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SOCIAL AND FRATERNAi. HOMES: LF.HIGII VAI.U:Y SHRJNF. Cwe, top ldt,· Ow1.s HoMt-:, tnp ,ighl,· MASONIC Tt-:MPI r. 
unu, lt/t; JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER, unltr riglil,· WoMAN's Cu:e, bottom ltft; ELKS HoME, bortom right. 



Organizations and Clubs 

There are prohahl>· fe~\- nw·s that arc ;1s 

organized as :\lkntown. 1\lthough thl' cit>·'s 

population is <·sti111;1t<·d ;11 slightly 11u1re than 

1()(1,000 JH'rsons. rosters of ,·;1ri«111s organi1.at ions, 

if total 11a·mlwrships \\TH' addl'd, wo11ld prohahl,· 

Ill' thrice the population figure. 

\'111nhen·d amo11g t IH· gioups an· fra1t·r nal and 

patriotic societi<·s and lodges. nrltur;d groups. 

11nions and prnf<·ssional soril'ties, \'l'tt·r;111s' units, 

hands and other musical groups, social dubs, 

organiz;1tions for perpetuation of old co1111tr_y 

rnstoms, political, sports and fire11wn's social 

rl11bs, th<' Y.~l.t'.:\., Y.\\'.C..-\., Y.\1.11 . .-\. and 
Jewish Comn11111in· ( 't·nrc·r. 

All of tlw leading fratl'rnal organ1zat1,1ns 

have local rhaptns, for<·most of ,,·hich ;m: th<' 

\I asoriir Orders. There are almost a srnn· of 

organizations :1ffiliatnl with the ~Ltsons. There

after are the Odd Fellm,·s, Elks, Eagles, Orioles, 

~loose, Tigers, P.O.S. of A., Redmen, B'n:1i B'rith, 

Owls, Knights of l 'olumhus, St. (;c·orge, St. 

Francis, l\thias, Friendship and Colden Eaglt·. 

Set vire du hs repn·sented in Allt·ntown in

duck Rotar>·• Exchange, Kiwanis, Lions, Four 

Square, Optomist, American Business Club. 

Quota, Busint·~s and Professional \Vo111e11 and 

Soroptimists. 

Major veterans' organiz,1t1ons arc the Amer

ican Legion with thrt·<.· posts (Lentz, Rothrork 

and \Vest Encl), Vetn;111s of Forc:ign \\'ars 

(Greater Allentown and O'Neill), Am\'c:ts, Catho

lic \Var Vner;111s, Jewish \V.1r Veterans, Nav>· 
Cluh, Marine Corps Lt·ague, United Spanish 
War Veter.ms, Philippine Veterans, llSAAt's, 
Disabled Ameril.·an Veter;111s, Ordt'r of Purple 
Heart and Sons of Veterans. 

Th<' rhr<"e fie-Id sports org:rnizations have 

n10n· I han 7,()()(1 lll<'lllbers. The_\' are Lehigh 

l'ounn·. PiontTr and Trout Cn'l'k Fish ;111d 

( ;;1111<: ProtC'ctin· :\ssociations. 

:\:11io11:dis1ic groups indud<' ll1111g:ni;111 llmrn· 

:\ssoriarion. I larngari I form· .-\ssociari11n . .-\ll<•fl

tmrn Italian Soriet>·· Sons of lr:dy, Italian Club, 
l 'k rai,,i:111 ( 'i tizens ( 'lu h . .-\hepa, Lc:high S:w11g<:r

hu11d. Polish-.\mt·riran Soci('t>·• St. :\id1nl:ts 

Russian Sorin,·. SloYak I lonw .-hsoriation, 

:\llgt·11JC'i11n :\rlH'iter \'erein and Allentown 

T11rnn-J ,it·dnk r;1 nz. 

Social dubs arc ht·adecl by the Li\'ingston 

and ~;lnint· Clubs, fol!o,\·ed by Clo\'er Cl'lh, Cross 

Kt·>·s ( 'luh. I logan Social Club, Ke>·s~onc Fra

ternal .-\ssoriation and Keystone:\.;\., St. :\lo_ysius 

Yrn111g .\Jen's Club, lt;ilian-.-\nwrican Borre 

('l11h and the \';1rsit,· ":\". There ar<' man_y 

others. 

.John I lay and :\orrh End are the leading 

RqHlhliran Cluhs of the cit_,·, while Lehigh 

D<.·1110<.-rati<.· Club is ranked at the hrad of organi

zations in the Denwcratir part_,·. 

\\omen's organizations include the \\'oman's 

Cluh, Order of Eastern Star, Gold Star l\lothers, 

.rvlothers of \Vorld \\'ar I J, the Delphians and 
tht' Allen-Delphians, among numerous auxiliaries 

to men's duhs and lod~es, etc., and church 

groups. 

And last, but not least, arc hands, including: 

The Allentown Banc!, Albertus L. Meyers, dir

ector; l\larinc Band, Albert P. Marchetto, 

dircTtor; .Municipal Band, Harry R. Nt•whard, 

din·ctor; and Pioneer Band, Gerald J. Reinsmith, 

director. 
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ALLENTOWN-BETHLEHEM GAS CO. STORAGE TANK, largest and newest of several in use. 
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Beca11se of the gl'nerosity of· these co11trib11tors, plus that of 
the advertisers, this book/ft has been 1na1lc possib!t 

at the 110111i11al pricl' of· $1.00 

ADAi\lS LADIES ~HOP 
BOHLE.:\, GROSS :\'.\'D i\lOYER 

C:\LPEY'S BARBER SHOP 
CAL\'I~ STL'.DIO 
l'L\CDE'S TOB.-\l'CO STORF 

DU\"GA\' :\'.\'D FRY 

E:\RLE TH E:\TR E 
El 1 (; E ?\ E _I .-\ (_ '( ) I Is 

F:\RR BROS. 

FETTER~L\\''S H:\TS 
HOR:\'S DR YGCX)DS CO~l P.-\:\Y 
JUDD'S CLOTHES 
KOCH BROS. 
KRAT\I ER'S i\1 llSI C STORE 

MERKLE'S GROCER't" 
;\,JERRirr LUi\lBER co. 
SCHREITER'S, 5 LITTLE TAILORS 
!VIARTIN STEIN 
LOCAL 677, UA \\'-CIO 
M. S. YOUNG AND CO. 

A & H .\'IARKET 

AMERICUS Pt1AR!\1ACY 

ARGESoN's, FLORISTS 

AI.LEN P1.u!\IHING Su l'l'LY Co. 

APPEi. JEWELER, I ~c. 

AcE HoTEL AND BAR StJt'l'LY Co. 
Au,ENTOWN Foo1> iVIARKET 

ALLEN LAUNDRY, INC. 

THE BRASS RAIL 

GENE Br.ocu's PAINT STORE 

BROTHERHOOD OF PAINTERS DECORATORS 

AND PAPERHANGERS OF AMERICA 

B-S AMUSEMENT Co. 
BLINK's BEVERAGE Co. 

THE CARD CENTER 

CLOVER CLUB 

FAIRVIEW VoLUNTEER FrREMAN's AssoctATION 

GoMERY BROS. 

GREATER ALLENTOWN PosT 13, VFW 
GENERAL PAVING Co. 

HARUGARI HoME AssocrATION 

Huun:RT P.\t'I. Lr:---rz Pos-r 29. :\\tEIUC:\:\ 

LE<,IO:\ 

hA1.1:\r,.; :\,11:1uc:\;-.; Hocu-: .-\ssoc1ATl0:'\ 

lot-:'s HAT ~Tolu-: 

I,. f-.::oBIW\'SKY :\'.',;I> ~O:'\S 

.\l1cKt:Y 1\:1.1:,u:--. l·::--;-r1RT.\l:\\ll·::--.:-r 

L1-o:--; Fnc, 1n·1u-: l 'o,tl'.·\:'\Y 

L 111 r RTY Fm 1-: Co\11'.\ :-,; Y 

Lr111e;11 l'm·:--;TY ('u!B\11-::--;'s Assoc1.-\T10:-

L1-:111<;11 FRt'IT ;\hRKFT 
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