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Fore\vord 
The purpose of the writer in preparing this hook is to 

provide, in com·enicnt form, a source of information on the 
founding and early history of Lititz, and the origin of some 
of its institutions and customs; and to show how these haYe 
influenced the development of the modern Boroug-h and its 
activities. 

The writer has drawn upon the following sources 111 

preparing this history: 

Translatiom of ;\Joravian Church records. 

"Sketch of Early History of Lititz, 17·1~-75," by H. :\. Bricken
stcin (undated). 

Various articles in "Historical and Pictorial Lititz," compiled 
and published in I !Hl5 hy John G. Zook. 

Papers published in "Transactions of the ;\foravian ) Jistorical 
Society," on: 
"The l\fora\'ian Graveyards of Lititz," by Abraham R. 

Beck (Vol. VII, Part IV - I 905). 
"Town Regulations of Lititz, 1759," by Herbert H. Beck 

(Vol. XI, Part III - 1936). 

Papers read before the Lancaster County Historical Society, on: 
"Lititz a Center of Early ~Jusical Life in Lancaster 

County," hy Herbert H. Heck {Vol. XIX - I 915). 
"The Military Hospital at Lititz, 1777-78," by Hcrhert 

H. Beck {Vol. XXIII - 19)!)). 
"The l\fcmorial Marker to General John Augustus Sutter," 

by M. Luther Heisey (Vol. XI.III. No. ·l - 1939). 
"Apothecaries of Lancaster County, I 7fi0 to i!l00," by 

George L. Hciges (Vol. L, ~o. 2 - HJ.lo). 

Most of the illustrations showing early · buildings and 
scenes in Lititz have been made possible through the courtesy 
of the Trustees of the Lititz J\foravian Congregation and the 
Lancaster County Historical Society, in loaniug pictures from 
which cuts could be made. 

The modern scenes are from photographs by. Dadd E. 
Miller. 

l\lary Augusta Huchener 





L:st of Subjects 
lkginnings - -- . -
The St. .Jaml's Church ---
\Varwick -'f oravian 

Country Congregation __ _ 
Founding of Lit it 1. 

Early lh1ildings ---------
GownHrn·nt of the 

Congregation Village -
End of the "I .case Systcm"-

5 Litit1. Incorporated ------- 13 
5 Fire Protection ---------- 13 

Early Customs ---- ------- 15 
( i -' f ll Sic -· - -- - - - - - - - - - J6 
I> Industries ------------ 18 
7 Chamhl'r of Commerce -- l 9 

•'Zum Anker" I 1111 - ------ 20 
8 "\\'ahank House" ------- 20 

General Sutter Hotel -- -- 21 
9 Reneation Center - ----- 22 
9 Park --------------------- 22 

JI -Ith of .July Celebration -- 23 
Links with the Past ------ 23 

Othcr Churches - ------
Srhools -- -------- -------
.\lilitary Hospital __ -----
The Town of \\'arwick - . 12 

List of Illustrations 
I . . S . J> k 'I'" I J> ~Hilz pnngs ar · --------- --------------------- 1l e age 
Churches of Lititz ------ - - --------------------- --- Frontispiece 
First "Gcmcinhaus" ------ ---- ----- ----- ------------·------- 6 
First House in Lititz ------ --------------------------------- 7 
;\foravian Church before 1857 ------ ----------------------- 8 
View of Lititz (about I 8 I 5) -------. ------------ ------------- 9 
Linden Hall .Junior College and School for Girls ________ I 0 
Lititz Public School Building ___ ---------------------------- l 1 
The "Hrethrcn's House" ---·-------------------------------·- 11 
The "Regennas House" ------- ----------- -------- ---------- - 12 
R_cvoht~iona!·y ~Var Memorial ------------------------------ 13 
Fu st Fire Engmc ------- --·-··-·· ---------------------- _________ 14 
Lititz Mutt1al Insurance Company Building --------------- 15 
C. Fred Regennas in Uniform of "Lititz Cornet Band" --- 17 
United States Post Office Building ------------------------ 18 
Lititz Springs National Bank ----------------------------- 19 
Farmers National Hank ------------------- ___________ ----- 19 
The "\Va bank House" --- ------------------------- ________ 20 
Public Sqmirc and General Sutter Hotel ------------------ 21 
Grave of General .John Augustus Sutter ------------------ 21 
Lititz Springs in 1845 -------------------------------------- 22 





A Brief History of Lititz 
Beginnings 

The hislory of Liritz, which for many years was coinci
dent with that of the :\Ioradan Congregation, hegins in 17·12, 
wilh a visit of Count Nicholas Louis ,·011 Zinzenclorf. patron 
of the renewed 1\lora\'ian Church, to the house of .Jacoh 
Huber, about a miJc north of the present Borough, where the 
Coum delivered an address 011 I he e,·ening of Ikrember 2, to 
some of Lhe neighboring farmers. The Huber house is sl ill 
standing, and has been marked by the Lancaster Cmnty His
torical Society, with a tablet rnmmcn10rati11g the monwnrous 
visit. 

John George Klein, Huber's nearC'sl neighbor, failed to 
attend the meeting on account of a prejudice which he held 
against Zim~ndorf; hut his consdcncc kept him awake all 
night because of his nmduct, for it was a time of relig-ious 
awakening among the Pcnnsyl\'ania Germans, brought about, 
largely, by the preaching of itincranr ministers from rhe ~rora
,·ian sertlcmcl1l of Bethlehem, who for se,·eral years had heen 
holding services in the vicinity. The next day Klein followed 
Zinzcndorf to Lancaster, heard him preach in the courthouse, 
and was deeply mm·cd-so deeply, rhat the whole course of 
his life was changed. 

As a resulL l)f Zinzcndorf's ,·isir, a resident ~r ora\'ian 
minister was sent to \\'arwick Township, where he carried on 
pastoral work with much success, also conducting work among 
the Reformed at ~Iudcly Creek who were without the he11erit 
of pastoral care from their own denomination. 

The St. Ja1nes Church 
In J i·H, Klein ga,·e permission for I IH' erection on his 

]and of the .St. James Church, a log huilclin.~ which stood a 
short distance west of the road to I .ancastcr, on a plot now 
known as "The Old Graveyard" (At the corner of Pinc .\llcy 
and the western extension of Center St.-hetwecn Broad and 
Spruce Sts.). Herc services were .11c1d monthly by the Rev. 
Lawrence Nyberg, Pastor of the Lutheran Church at l .an
caster. He had rather independent views which his c.ongre
gation did not share, and rhcy finally suspended him in I i·Jfi, 
after which he preached in the .St. James Church regularly 
e,·ery Sumlay, opening his pulpit also to itinerant i\foradan 
ministers w. 'IJ happened to be in the vicinity. He c,·cntually 
joined the i,foravians. 
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\Varwick Moravian Countt·y Congregation 
I 11 Scptcmhcr of that year, i i·W, a meeting was held at 

George Klein's house 10 consider building a "Gcmcinhaus'' 
- a romhination school and mee1ing house (as distinguished 
from the church) -and Klein donated three and three-quarters 
acres of land for this purpose in the eastern part of the pres
ent lown. <1> Ground was broken at once, and two years 

Fir~t "lit•1Pt•i11la:tlH•" (1·11111hi1111llo11 
i.d111ol, 1111·1•1 illJ.: l.1111i.1• 111111 11:1rs,.1:
ngl'). 1·..i111r 1l111r, :'\11\'l'111l11•r 171fl: 
t·Otlll'r·stolll' l:tiil. .\l:1rt'11 ~·n, 1717: 
111·1·11pi,•tl, ,\l:1 ~- :! I, I j.lS, ( From 1111 
olil olrawinJ.:.) 

., later the huilcling was com-
1 pleted, and a school c.onsist-
1 i ng of four boys a rnl t hrcc 

girls opened by the Re\'. Leon
ard Schnell. Srhnl'll ,r:is soon 
given an assistant, for he also 
had charge of preaching and 
visiting· al ~ruddy Crl'ck, 
I kiclclherg, I .anraster, Tulpc
~10cken, Quiltepehille, Done
gal, and "beyond the Sus
qu<'hanna." On February 9, 
I 7·1D, the "\\'arwick Country 
C:011gr<'gatio11'' of the Unitas 
Fra1rnm, or ~rora\'ian Church, 
was organil(·d, with eleven 
nu.·mhers; the m1111IH'r hc

in;~ innl'ascd to thirty-fi\'c hy the end of the yl'ar.<:!J These 
li\'ed on farms and consequently were widely scattered. 

Founding of Lititz 
It was Zimcndorf's ambition to organize a Church 

Settlement, which should he under strict spiritual supcr\'ision, 
whnc members of the 7'Jora,·ian Church might reside who 
desired 10 li\'e and hrin1{ up their children in a religious at
mosphere, free from worldly influencC's. Several lorat ions 
W<'I'<' under C'onsicleration, hut when George Klein offered 
his entire farm of ·HI I acres for this purpose, his offer was 
arreptcd and the ,·illagc was )orated in \\'arwick Township. 

(I) -This firi.t "Cil'1tll'i11h1111s'' i.tno1l 011 11 hluIT 011 th1• south hank of thr 
1 r1•1"k, hPl\\'t'l'II :'\orth I.111·11st 1111(1 Onk Htr1-t•ts. 

('.!l---Th1• 11111111•s of thl' flri;t IIIPlllhPr!'l of th1• \\'11rwh-k :\lor11vla11 ('01111tn· 
('1111irr1•J.:11tl1111 w1•rt.•: 01•orl-{P IilPill m11l J.pnnnrll Br111lrr. who WPl'P 111lmlltPII 
l1110 tltP :'\lorn\'!1111 ('h11rd1 111 HrthlPhf'm <•II Xm·. 1!!, 171~: <l1•ori:P t(IPsrl. ~r., 
111111 wlfr. Fr1-.l1•rli' Kl<•iwl 111111 wlft>, ,Tll!'oh ~1'11f'riwr a111l wifr, .\111111 lilrl11 
(Cl!'Ol'J:t• l{h·l11's wlft>) 111111 \'pro1111 Hml~· (wlff' of ll1•11ry U111I~·l, who wnr 
111l111lttP1I nt llt>ltlrlhni: 011 :-0:o,·. 2-J, 1748; 111111 Hr11rr H111ly. nllmlltr1l 
11 1 JIPIIH•I •• J1111. 20, 17-J{I. 'J'hf'sr ,,·rn• the elr,·p:i mrmht>rll who fornwll the 
orli:111111 1·0111n·r1mtlo11 on FPh. 0, 1740. To ti •s,• Wl'r1• nllllt>tl. 1l11ring the 
~•pnr: :'lild1oh1i,: l{IPst>l 111111 wlf1'. nllmltl('ll nt Hethlrlwm on :\lny 20: n111l 
tin• follnwlnir tw1•11t\'-l\\'o. tnkl'n Into thP ,·011~n•i:ntlo11 nt \\'11rwll-k l111rlng 

11 Xp1ocl ht>lll h('r11 :'liov. :.>() to 2:J: 1'11111 T.N1son 111111 wlf1•, AIHlrl'\\' FrPy nml 
wift•, C'hrh1to11h :i,~r<'r 111111 wlfr, \'11lPntln(' Hrosh nntl wlfP, Chrlsllnn Pnln1<'r 
11n«I wlfl', Pr11ncls ~t>lh, lforgnret Illhlrr, J11roh H('ll nml wlfP, ('hrl111l11n 
J{llng 111111 wlfP, (lottllrh Y<'lt nnrl wife, Hnrhnrn Plntt('nhl'rg<.'r, F.ll1.11lwth 
B('('htt>I, Cnthnrlne Stoehr nnd Ellznheth Pnlmer. 
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The formal transfer of the property \\'as madl' in Ii!'>:> (I) 

and the m·xt year, I i51i, the town rerein·cl its na111t•, "Li1i11," 
(:!/ in commenwration of "Liti11" in Bohemia, wlH're, three 
hundred years earlier, in l·l51i, the followers of John Hus 
had found refuge, and where, within the next Lwel\'c months, 
they founded th<' -'lora,·ian Church, the oldest of the P-rotest
;rnt denominations. 

Early Buildings 
On February 9, 17 !>7, tht' Ill'\\' town of Lit ill was rnr

,·cycd and laid out into lots. TIie main srrcet, ''"hich dol's 1101 
n111 clue east aml west, took 
its dirertion from a stone house 
which Klt·in had built shortly 
ht.fore he turned on·r his farm 
to the church. This was the 
first house in Litil/. It was in 
this building that the first 
~ettll'rs of Zi111cndorl's Congre
gation \'illage-thrt.·l' families 
from Donegal and lour from 
Bl'thel - found rduge when 
th<'y fkd ht·IT to escap<' Indian 
raids .. \ port i 011 of I he wa II ot' 
this first ho11-..t· ,,·as left stand- , . 
ing when thl' l>uildi11g ,ras •"·i,,\ 
n·nm,Td i II I 8f;fi, a rnl nm,· 
forms part of t ht' rear wall of 
the preselll t hrce-story brick 
huilding which stands on its 
site at 12:>-I ~!I East .\Iain St. 

Fir~, 111111~.- l11 Lititz. lo11ilt lty liPorcP 
l,lt•i11 it1 17,-11. II ,,·;is lor-11 1low11 111 
,.,i:fi. hut ii~ r,•:ir Willi 1'•'111:Jlll!i, f11r111-

l11i.: p,1rt nf tlJI' pr1•s1•11t l111i11li111,!', 
,,,.,,,·t,·11 1111 Its si!P :11 t:.>:,.J:.'fl Ea!il 
:\lain ~tr,•pt. (Fr11111 :111 oltl 1lr:1wl11i:.) 

From time to time other familic, from lkthlehcm, 
Na,arcth, -'luddy Creek and elsewhere, took up rcside11t-e in 
Lititz, and some nwn·d into t11e town from the sm..-ouncling 
country. The first pri\'al<.' dwelling was built in 17:>7, next door 
to Klci1i's stone house. It is still standing (at I'.! I East :\lain 
Strt'et), as arc four others that were built within the next 
five years. 

The first congregation houses built after the settlement 
was cstahJishcd, were the "Sisters' House," now the I .indcn HaJJ 
.Junior College lrnilcling, and the ''Brethrcn's Home," now 

(l)-l11 0111• ,1! thP Parly ('h11rd1 rl'l'or,ls, 1·011111111,,l somp :n•nri- nftl'r tltP 
t>\·p11f i- 01•1·11 rr,·· I, I ht> llal1• of I ht> I rnusfpr of Kh•l11's fn rm I!! J,rl\"PII ns .\ 111r11st 
:!O, li,'>t, 111ul 11\IPr 11c·1·111111fs hnvP ro11fp1J this 11:tlP. llowp,·pr, fhp tl1>t•d l!i;:1•lf 
hl':trs llu• 1111!1•, .-\11J,r11st :?O, 17;,,'i, 11111 lhis is !'IIPJIOl'IP1l hy l't'rl11i11 1•vi1lPIIC'f', 
11111011~ whld1 Is n IPllt'r l11 r1•irnr1l to lhP prt>pnrntion of 1111' tll'l'II, whlrh 
Is 1lalr1l ~In)· :?:?, lW,i. 

(:!)-.\c·1•or11l11J,r lo llrh•kf'tt!,h'itr'!'1 1ll.-:tor,r. this is thf' rorrprt s11PllillJ?, ns 
II hi fo11111l 111 tlw llollf'111l1111, f•r ('1.t't:'h, l1111,:1111i:P. l11 <lf'rmnn lhP srcontl 
"I" Is 111111(\('t'SS:tt•)' for lhf' pr01:111wintl1111, 111111 ii wns oftrn 1lro11J11'1l. l11 
lh1• t•nrl)· 11l11rll'!1, Ph'., lhl' two .'Jwlii11i:s. "l.itlz" ;tll() "l.itifz'' nrP 111,1•ct 
lnll'r!'hn11gr11hl,r. 
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the old part of the ~loravian Sunday School building-~ "Tltl'S<' 
were erected to house the unmarried of hoth sexes·,, whci-e 
they could have spedaJ religious su 1>cnision and he raught 
trades of \'arious kinds. Residence in the buildings ,ms nor 
\:<>mpulsory; the young people took no ,·ows of any kirrd,. and 
-:wctc free to Jca\'c whenc\'er they wishccl. 

In 1759 the \Varwic.k and Lititz Moravian Congrcg,rtions 
were united, and a few years later a new GcmeinhatrJ, rite 

present parsonage, was 
I .A ·•-

.• !,. ' ,, 

, ... 

~-: 
~i-"''' 
~~1~: ... ~1 .. , 

••iliaj-~k.:;,,-_s;~~~~ J ;~--
~ror11\"11111 Churc•lt, hullt 111 lil-7, IIR It 
11p111•nr.-1I hPfol'I' It WIIR rpmo1lt•ll'cl 111 
1S.i7. 'l'hl' iwN111tl "<lP11wl11h1n1i;," now 
lht• p11rRon111w (hullt 111 1711:?-f\.1). IR 
h111111•cllntPI>" to lht' Jpff of the> 
d111rd1. ~l'XI lo II IR tl1t• "Hl!,ll'rR' 
110111-1'" (hullt t,;,S.(iO). now tht• Lln
clPn llnll ,Junior ('o!lc>J!<' hulhlinl?: 
11111I 011 th1• l'xtr,•mc> lt•ft, the> 11111l11 
Rc·honl h111lcll111,: (l·:illt lili!l). A por
tion of tht• "Br,•,hrt•n'R Jlousc>" 11111;\' 
111• 1<1'1•11 on thP rh:ht. (IllltRlrntlon 
lakP•t from n clrnwln~ 11::11lp In 11-.'lfl.) 

hu ilt. (The old St. 
.James Church had fal
len into disr<'pair and 
was no longer used. It 
was ta ken clown in 
177 l) . Services were 
held in the new gc
meinhaus until th c 
rhurrh was ercctccl in 
1787. This church is 
the same strurrnrc in 
which the l\fora\'ian 
congregation worships 
today, hut it was re-
modeled in I 8 5 7, 
when the ,·estihulc 
and pulpit recess 
were added and the 
whole int(•rior reno
\'atcd. 

Govern1nent of the Congregation ''illage 
The congregation wac; di\'idcd into "choirs" m, it is to• 

day - children, unmarried women, unmarried mP.11, married 
couples, and in those days also widows and widowers. This 
arrangement was for the purpose of religious supC'r\'ision, hut 
families lh·ecl in their own pri\'ate homes, and not in c·om
munity houses as in Bethlehem. 

The secular affairs of the settlement were in the hands 
of a committee of o\'crsccrs, later rallccl the ":\ufscher Col
lcgium," which administered the very detailed rules adopted 
by the congregation for the conduct of the C\'cryclay business 
and home life of its members. No one was allowed to build a 
house, change his occupation, or even have a guest over ni~ht, 
without first getting permission from the "Collegium." Rcsi
det\ts were expected to purchase nothing outside of Lititz 
·which could be secured here, and strict rules were made to 
-prevent profiteering, in the absence of competition. These 
rules had to be signed and obeyed by e,·ery member. 
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Yil'W ,,t J.lllli from lhP ~fornYl1111 ('h11r1'!1 sh't•plt•. ('l':tkC'n from n wat<'r 
(·olor 1111l111i11~ m111h! 11ho111 lSt:-1.) ~ole th1• 1•11rnlee of lhl' "llrl'lhr .. 11's 
1101.:,; .... In 1111• h•ft fon•1.:r1111111I. '1'l11• ·!:nH!II l111ll,Ji111-t In th1• 1•p11fl'r f••r••· 
,1,:ro11111I h; lhl' uhl hllu•ki,;milh sh,111 In whld1 ,John llt'(·k l,p,:1111 his sd1011I. 

End of the "Lease Svste1n" - Other Churches 
" 

For a long- time none hut ~r oravians wc:rc J>l'rmjtt<'d 10 
li\'c in the 1m,·11, and c,·en up to 1hc middle of 1he lasl rcn
tury, only mcmht'l's of the rongrcgarion ro11ld own 1h:..•ir 
houses. The land was all o,,·11<.·d hy the Church, and lols WC'l'C 

/('(f.H'c/ to house-owners. "This leasc-syslem" was in operation 
till 18:,5. :\fter it was i!holishccl the lots were sold lo the 
c:ff11pants for S:,O earh. Then the town was opened to non
~foravians; and, althoug-1, it lost murh of its early q11aint
llcss, it developed along- nan" !'.•ws, until it hecame the 
thriving- Borough we know 1od.1~. 

\Vithin twenty years a suo,•d .-·l111rch, the Ev:rng-clical, 
was established in the tc .vi.; 11:11 ,_.a:·s later the I .uthcran 
Congregation came into bdP,'~. folln·,·~d in quick succession 
by the Brethren and the llllitl'1! B,ctiircn. Since the 1urn of 
the century, the i\fcnnonitc, the .:leformed, and the Catholic 
congregations ha,·e been added. All these churches arc carry
ing on religious work in Lititz today, and the spirit or co
operation among them is strong. "'ithin recent years the 
Gospel Tabcrnadc has been conductinM scn·ices in the Bor
ough. 

Schools 
It was out of the Sisters' House that Lind<·n Hall. the 

famous girls' school, grew; and its beginning- really dates hack 
to the Rn·. Schnell's little school in the old Grmcinh:ms. That 
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was <.:arricd on till I 7fi5, when it was <li\•idcd, thl' girls being 
taught in the Sisters' House, and the hoys continuing for a 
time in the original building, whi<:h, being built of logs, was 
then taken down and rebuilt in the town, on a lot nearlv 
opposite the Sisters' House. In I ifil; sc,·cral ~foravian girfs 
from Lancaster were admitted. into the girls' school, and in 
179·1 lit! le eight-year-old Peggy ~larn·l, from Baltimore', the 
first 11011-.Mor:n·ian pupil, was entcn·d. .-\fter this the school 
grew rapidly and pupils from all m·cr the country, ancl he
yoncl, han.· hccn enrolled. An additional house for the school, 
now the main huilcling, was cr('ctecl in 1 im), ancl later <'ll· 
larged. The \f ary Dixon ~fcmorial Chapel was presented to 

J.l1Hl1•11 !lull ,J1111ior ('0IIP1?1• :m•I 
l--l'hool f,,r <:lrl!<, 1-,-1:1hliishP1I liHl. 

the school in J 885, hv 
George \V. Dixon, the 
father of one of thr 
students. The Post• 
Graduate Department, 
hegun in 1880, w:1s ex
panded into a Junior 
C:olkge in 19!\5. To
da\' the school ocrn
pi<.;s four large huild
ings, and has a spa
c·iou,, hcautil'ulh· lancl
~raped campus. It rele
hra tcd its hi-n•n H·1111ial 
in I!> I Ci. 

In rn 1 :, .John Beck took charge of the boys' school, which 
in the mean time had heen mowd into a11 ahando1wd hlark
smith shop d1at stood on the site of the :\loravian Home, on 
Church ,\ \'l'. Under his man·clous tea<"hing it soon 011tgre,.· 
the building, wh1 ::h was replar<"d hy more co11111mclious quar· 
ters. The new huilcling, in turn. he<amc inadequate, so that 
the Brethre11's House, which had ceased to ser\'e its original 
purpose, was also occupied hy the school. Dul"inµ; the fifty 
years that .John Berk was i11 charge, more than 2,000 hoys 
were educated here, roming from most of the States of the 
Union, some of the principal countries of Europ<', the \\'est 
Indies, and even from 1-Iinclostan; and going forth to fill 
positions of trust and importance in the business and profes
sional world. :\frcr Mr. Beck retired in I Rfi:,, the :\cademv 
was continued for ahout twenty years by sc,·cral of hi°<i 
teachers . 

.\ l><>ys' "Family School," conclurted for thirty years hy 
Abraham R. Beck, a son of the famous cclucator. also at
tai1:ed marked success and wide reputation, for he inherited 
his father's exceptional genius in handling boys ancl his un
usual teaching ability. The school was discontinued in 1895. 
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The Public School sy~tem was introdurccl into Lit it, in 
1852; hut, because of the excellent girls' and hoys' schools 
already estahlishccl here, only a 
primary school was can ied on 
until 18tifi, the tuition of the 
older pupils heing paid in 
these private schools by the 
District. :\n add it ion al build
ing for the 11 igh School was 
huilt in 1870, and both this 
and I he original school build
ing were enlarged from I ime 
to time. They were replaced 
IJy the present building in > .:-.'"':•:,J~,~--~, __ . . , _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
1!)18 . .\ commodious addition 
to this consolidated school was t.ltiti 1•111111(' l-1'111101 h11ll1l:11i:: ... r,.c•tp1J 

lilts: l'lllnr~P•l. rn,o. 
erected in I !>·10, to pro,·iclc 
~pace for a combined public and school Jihrarv, a 111,>1-e 

adequate ~ynmasium, and a number of additional dass rooms. 

Milita1·y Hospital 
During the Re\'olutionary \\'ar the Brethren's l·low,c 

was commandeered hy Ccncral \Vashington, for a military 
hmpi1al, and from 
lkcnnher l!l, 1777, to 
.-\ug11st 28, I 778, it 
was llSl'd for I hat 
purp:>se. The Breth
ren had to \'acate 
a 11 d find quarters 
elsewhere, and dur
ing the eight months' 
period, a total of he
tween fh·c hundred 
and a t housancl sick 
and wounded soldiers 
\\"(TC cared for ,dth-

,1-1 • 1• ti • 11 ., (t 11 1--n in its walls. Th c ll' ' , f(' I ff'II R 01181' Ill I "'• -nn. ui; It 1111111•:1i-,,,1 whf'n it w1111 1rn.,,1 building was fr e--
ns n ~lllltnr~· lloiqiltnl for n t1Prl11tl 
or l'IJ:hl 1111111ths cl11ri11i,r thf' JIP\'11111- quently so crowded 
tio11:1rr \\'ar. from llt'l'l'llll11•r 10. 1 JI J 
liii, to AIIJrllSI :!S. liiS. (('011rll'!IY of t Ial a t lC rOOlllS 
I.1111C·nstpr ('011utr lllstorlt-al Xol'll•ly.) ancl C\'ell the halls 

were filled with the sick. .\t one time the two mili
tary doctors <1> in charge were ill, and were attended by the 

(1)-'l'he first r>hnrmneoporlu (m('1lknl l'11ryrlo11Nlln) puhllshl'll In .\111°rl1•11 
wns wrltt('II 111 J,ltltz 111 liiR, hy llr. Wlllinm Brown, l'hysi1'11111 (lp1wrnl 
of fhl' ('011thw11fnl Army ll11!q1llnl nt J.ilitz. It wn11 11ri11t1•1l 111 l'hlln
cll'lphla. 
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I.ititl physician, Dr. .-\cl?lJ> 
:\feyer. JI is hard to imagme 
the misery at the hospital, 
clue 10 m·cr-crowd<"cl condi
tions. lack of proper nursing 
and ml'clical attention. One 
hundred and ten of the 
soldiers cliecl and were buried 
on a plot to the cast of the 
,·illage. ,\"hich is now clcsig

, nall'd hy a stone marker, 
erected h\' the United States 
gm·<'.rmnc;H in I !>:Hl. :\Jany 
of the deaths were clue lo 
"camp fe\'er," which, in spite 
of precautions, spread lo the 
\'illagc, claiming six deaths 
among the townspeople, in 
addition to a number of 
cases which did 1101 pro,·e 
fatal. 

Oltl lw11H•, lino\\"11 ns th(' "Jt,,gPnnns 
llo11R 0 ,'' whkh s10011 In tl1(' r(':tr of 
1hr "Brt'lhrt'n's 11,,ust•," (From 11 
JJhologrnph h~· .\hrnhnm H. Jlt>l'k.\ II 
was i11 this h11ildi11J{ thnl 1111• first 
pl::ir111:11·01H1Pi11 1rnhli!-:hp1I In .\uwri<"n 
w11s writtPn. Th,, IIP1.w1111as IJom:i• 
was t11r11 down 111 Hl:ll to makP 
room for llw Ill'\\' portion of tht> 
:'\lor:1\·in 11 :--1111,lnr :O,:d111ol h11lltl111_1!. 

as a General Hospital; hut it 
take this drastic action. 

.-\t one time it was ru
mored that the whole town 
was to he eyacuated and used 
was not fou ncl nccessarv to 

The Town of War,vick 
The Northwestern section of the present borough of 

Lititz, including the land north of Front Street and west of 
~orth Cedar Street, was not a part of the original :\Joravian 
Settlement, hut was known as \Varwick. It wali huilt on a 
part of what had been .Jacob Huber's farm, by people who 
were not :\loravians, and, therefore, could not live in Lititz; 
hut who wanted to share, and ha,·c their children sh:ire, some 
of the henclits of the sc1tlcment. 

According to an old story,<n :\'icholas Stroh, a son-in-law 
of Huber's, operated a "public house'' on this land during 
the Re\'olutionary \Var. Being a Tory, his inn became a 
rendezvous for the Tories of the neighborhood, who held 
\ccret meetings in his harn. Stroh's wife, however, was a 
staunch patriot; and, questioning the purpose of the meetings, 
hid herself in a hay mow while one of them was in progress, 
and learned of a treasonable plot the men were concocting. 
The next day, she fearlessly confronted her husband and the 
others in the barroom, and threatened, if the plot were carried 

())-~f'<' nr'klr 011 "Tlw \'lllog,• of \\':irwlt-k'' In "lllstorlrnl 1111<1 Pk
loriul Lititz." l':ige 183. 
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out, to tell her father, .Jacob Huber, who would hayc them 
arrested and hung- for treason. The threat had its dlccl, and 
the Tory meetings were broken up. 

Smnt time after S1roh's death, his estate was bought 
from 1he administrators by a svndicatc conshting of Charles 
.\lonleluis, a .\Ir. Hibshman and olhl'rs, who di\'ided up the 
land into l :,~J town lots, for which ccr1ilica1es were sold, 
and a drawing \\'as made at a lottcn· on .\ugus1 21, 1H I;{. 
The town was laid out in a rather grandiose style. with a 
square on .\I arke1 St reel, where a market house was to be 
erected as soon as the population warranted ii. This plan 
was nenT carried out. 

In I 8j(i, whl'n ma nv of 
I he lots in "'arwick had f,ecn 
purchased, and the town co11-
sis1ed of eighteen houses. the 
entire tract of more than fi!i 
acres was seized In· the Sher
iff of Lancaster (:otmlv and 
sold for the sum of S6,000 
to Frederick Zi11ma11, 10 satis
fy a claim on the Stroh es
tate. Zitzman, afterwards re
sold the land 10 Da,·id Brick- · 
er, (1) the latn acting for the 
property owners who had or
iginally hough! their lots 
from the syndicate. 

HP,·olut iona ry \Y:i r :\fpmorinl PrP!'lt••l 
h~· thl' l'llltt>•l ~fnlt•S (111\'l'fllllll'lll 111 
rn:m. to mnrk t "" spot Whl'rt' 110 
!<olrliPrs who cllt>cl In th.- Lititz :\lill
tar·y llofpltnl arc• h11rlP1l. 

L~titz Incorporated 
Lititz was i11corporated as a borough April 2·1, 18~8, and 

on .January 25, 191:,, the borough limits were cxtemled to 
take in \Varwick, which hy that time had cxpa11ded to the 

· cast and included not only the origi11al town of \Varwick, hut 
the section of Janel cast of ~ orth C<"clar Street and north of 
Front Street, known as the "Leaman Addition." This srction 
was originally a part of the George Klein farm, which hacl 
been sold by the .Mora,·ian Congrcµ,ation. 

:\t the same time, 1915, 011tlying residential sections to 
the south and cast were incorporated i11to the Borough, in
cluding the "Broad Street .\ddition to the Borough of Lititl," 
and other trarts which haYe si11cc hccn dcYelopccl. 

Fire Protection 
An i.ntercsting chapter in the history of Lititz is its 

efforts at fire protection, which ha,·c culminated in the prcs-

0)-'l'lw father of the late CnJJt, John U, Urkkn, 1111(1 lht• a:r11111lfntlwr 
of tlw 11resent ge11en1tlon of Hrlck('rs. 
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cnt efficiem organization of approximately five hundred mem
bers k11own as Lititz Fire Company No. I. 

In the early "Settlement" days the minutes of the 
".-\ufschcr Collegium" han· many references to measures aimed 
at pn·venting fires. They wisely decreed that the pottery 
should he built on the south side of the street, so that the 
prevailing northwest wind would blow the sparks from 
the o,·cn awav from the houses. Detailed rules were made 
in regard to the building of houses and shops, the placing of 
hake-m-cns and fire-places, the sweeping and burning out of 
chimneys. Fire was not to he carried lrom o:.e house to an
other except ''in ,,Til-protcctcd iron or cartlwrn pots" or. 
better still, "e\'Cr\' lamilv should ha\'e its own tinder box." 
The smoking of ~-igars oi1 the street was not to he tolerated. 
Fire inspectors were appointed to sec that these regulations 
\\"ere carrit'd 0111 and were instructed, among other things, to 
"warn people of the danger there is in cats lying near the 
fire-places, as they like to do.'' 

As early as 1790 suh
·- · ·•·· -~-,;~-;- ~ scriptions were solicited to 

.\(•1·or1ll11~ t,, tl11• Int,• .\hrnh:im IL 
BP1°k. t 111• 11111111' 111111 .. s wt>rl' t r:111s-
11111<P1l i;,1111<' r1•11 rs IIJ!'' 1111 t hP two 
ollt firl' l'll~h•"s 1111w on 1lls11l11,\· In 
thl' 1.11117. ~lut 11111 l111<11r1111r•p ('n111111111y 
h11lllll11~: so tl1:tt this 1•11;.!1111•, mnrkf'<l 
th<• "Fril'111lshlp."' Is r1•:illy th1• 
"Assisi :11H't>," thP firi-t f'IIJ;?lnt> In T.lt
ltz, 1111r,·h11s1'1l In 01•r1111111y In 17!l:l. 

purchase a fire engine. It was 
bought in Germany, and 
shipped "by the grace of Goel" 
(as the hill of lading read) to 
:\'cw York, and t hen cc, 
through Philadelphia, to I .it
itz in 1793. It was named the 
".-\ssistancc.'' .-\ fire company 
by that name was organized 
in I 8:i8 right after a clisas
tr01:s fire had occurred, which 
<lcstroyed sc,·eral buildings 
and threatened the whole 
,, iilage. Another engine, the 
"Friendship," was then pur

-chascd.. Both these engines were pumped by hand, and feel 
by a hnc o[ buckets passed from one person to another. In 
1855 the "Friendship" Fire Company, employin~ both en
gines, replaced the earlier one. 

The present fire company, itself, has a history of more 
than fifty years heh incl it. Organized in 1894, it was, from 
the beginning, a great imprm·cmcnt over the earlier ones. 
\Vith its hose-carts (hancl-clrawn), and thousand feet of 
three-inch hose, it was able to throw water over the tallest 
buildings in the borough from the street hydrants feel hy a 
one-hundred-foot stand-pipe, which the new \Vater Company, 
organized the pre,·ious year, had instaHed. Lititz Fire Com
pany No. I has kept abreast o[ the times hy continuous im-

r 111 



pro\'em:..-11t of equipment and methods, so that with its modern 
motor-propcll<'d and operated engines, and its quick response 
to calls, it has prcYented any 
major blaze in many years. 

. .-;?:'· 

!· ... ;~ 

._, 

The old eng1m.·s, the 
".-\ssist ancc" and "Fricncl
~h i p," are still in existence. 
Th<'y arc the propt-rty of the 
\Joravian Congregation, and 
arc 011 display in th•_• hand
some new building at -the 
corner of Broad and \Vest 
\Jain Str<'ets, which 1s the 
home office of the Lititz 
\lutual Insurance Company. Lil ilz :\l11I 11:1I l11!<11rallt'P ('ompnny 

l111ildi11g. ••rt>dt•tl HIIO. 

Early Cust01ns 
;\Jong with the quaint dress which the earl\' Sl'lllt'rs 

brought with them from the old country (for th<' \loravians 
arc of German descent), they introchKecl many heautif11l r11S
toms. The distinctive garh has Jong since disappea1ed. h11t 
the more signifcant of the customs han'. survi,·cd, and eYcn 
grown in popularity, to the present clay. Among these mig·ht 
be mentioned the lm·efrasts, the "choir" ff'stival daYs, the 
Easter dawn service, and the Christmas E,·c service. ' 

The earliest mention of the Easter dawn scnic:c in the 
Moravian Church records is in J 759, when the congregation 
gathered around the first grave, that of a six-weeks-old baby, 
at whose burial, the fall before, the "God's :\ere" to the 
south of the present church hacl heen consecrated. Then, 
for the first time, a double sen·icc was held, first on the St. 
.James graveyard, which had been the congregation burial 
place up to that time, and then on the present gr,l\'eyarcl. 
Every year si1ire then, the resurrcnion of our Loni. ancl the 
hope of His followers in a future life, have been commem
orated in this manner. Toclav, as of old, the inhabitants arc 
awakened in the wee, small h~urs of the morning, by beauti
ful l\for,l\·ian chorales, as the trombonists thread their way 
through the <1uiet streets, announcing the service in this 
unique manner. Later, after a short liturgy in the Church, 
they lead the throngs that have assembled, up the clrh·eway to 
the graveyard, as they 'play antiphonally their triumphant 
hymns of faith. There, in the presence of the Chruch Tri
umphant, the ser\'icc is concluded just as the sun appears 
above the horizon. 



The .Mora\'ian Christmas E\'e services elate back to the
year the town was established, 1756, when, the Church records 
tell us, a 10\·cfeast was held on that day. The first children's 
Christmas E,·e service took place in 1759; and in 1765, for 
the first time, lighted candles were giYen to the children. To
day, although three crowded services arc held, and everyone 
present rcccin·s a candle, the joy shining in the faces of the 
modern children is no greater than that cxhihitecl hy the 
little ones whose faces ""<Tc illumined hy those first tapers, 
almost. two hundred years ago. 

Other custom, ha\'e come dmvn from the past: al 
Christmas time, the haking of Christmas cookies, making 
Christmas ''putz's" (a "yard'' under the Christmas !rec), 0) 

l'tc.; hut the most f,•miliar of all the 0lcl customs to everyone 
in Lititz is the ringing of I he "half-pas1-clen-11 hell" from the 
:\lor,l\·ian Church steeple each "·c-ek-day. Herc, as in BNh
lchcm and orher .\Iora\'ian Scttleme11ts, this custom was be
gun in the early days when time-pieces were few, to call the 
workers in from the fields for dinner. An (•ntry in the 
",-\ufseher Colkgium" minutes of February 20, 1788, is inter
esting: "Is not the noon hour hell usually rung- in other con
gregations at 11 :·15? But we found it good to leave it as it 
is." Elsewhere the ringing of the bell has been discontinued, 
hut in Lititz the :\Iora\'ian Official Boards, recognizing- the 
rime-honored cusrom, have continued to "leave it as it is"; so 
that for nearly a century and three-quarters the voice of the 
past has spoken each day at 11 :30, the time of the original 
dinner hour. 

Music 
The musical life of Lititz, which has manifcst<'d itself in 

numerous and various instrumental and ,·oral organizations, 
had its beginning in the early "Settlement" days, when music 
was the one outlet for the aesthetic tastes "·hich was not 
frowned upon by the authorities, but was acnally cncoura~ecl. 

As early as 1765 an orchestra was organized in the 
Brethren's House by Bernard Adam Gruhr, pastor of the 
i\foravian c:ongrcgation; who also instituted a Church choir. 
Grube was an accomplished musician, who 11ot only was able 
to arrange parts for an orchestra or choir, hut wrote a num
ber of original compositions that formed a part of the 
musical library used in the church sen-ices. A nmnher of 
later pastors were also composers of note. 

The Brethrcn's Honse orchestra played hoth sacred 
music and symphonies and other compositions by the great 

(I )-Thi' P11rh· "1mtz's'' nlwnys lnd111l<'cl th1• nntlvllr f:cl'nl' ns the <'<'nlrnl 
f1•11t11r<>. 'l'hl' mnJorlty nt fhP prc•i:1 nt time h11Y1' irone mollPrn. with 
t>h"'trl<' tr11lm:, fnrm IW<'nrs, ml'<'hnnlml toys, l'IC'., son)('flnws hnvlng no 
<'Olllte-<•t Ion with thP. rl'Jlglous ntn111sJll1Prl' of C'h rlsl mns. 
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masters, using carefully hancl-copiecl scores. A nt1mher of the 
old mt1sical instruments arc prcsenccl in the :\[ora\'ian Church 
archi\'cs, attcl their \'aricty give a hint as to the n·rsatility of 
• he players. 

One of the earlies, orchestral organizations after the 
Brethrcn's House orchestra, was the Philharmonic Society, 
which functioned between 18 I 5 and 18·1:>, and g,n-c concerts, 
rendering st1ch music as Haydn'., "Creation" and "The Sea
sons." 

The first \'ill.1gc hand was organized in 1810, in a day 
when such organizations were a rarity. It had all the instru
ments of the period except a drum, which the authorities posi
th·cly forbade, as being· too worldly . 

. -\ second hand, organized in 18~0, c \'idcntl~· had a wide 
reputation, for it was engaged by I .ancastcr in I ~2-1 to wel
come Lafayette on a \'isit to that city; and also accompanied 
the Go\'crnor of Pcnnsyh·ania and his party to Philadelphia 
in I 834, on the occasion of the formal opening of tlw Phila
delphia and Columbia Railroad. .\n interestin~ anecdote in 
connection with this trip has come down to t1s throug-h ProL 
Abraham R. Beck, already mentioned in these pages. He re
lates that the hand sat on top of one of the cars, and an un
expccLcclly low hridg~ knocked the "stm·c-pipc'' hat off of 
one of the players. The engineer accomodatingly stopped the 
train Jong enough fo1 him to reco\'er his "topper.'' 

At a later date - in the l870's and '80's - the "Lititz 
Cornet Rand," of sixteen or 
eighteen members, flourished, 
and must have shown con
siderable skill in performance. 
In their g-olcl-braidcd and 
hrass-lmttoncd uniforms with 
dark-blue swallow-tailccl coats, 
epaulets, and hit,{h band 
rnps with lighter blue plumes, 
they made a fine appear
ance as· they marched with 
the Philadelphia Republican 
duh, at \Vashington, for the 
inauguration of President 
.James A. Gai-ficld, in 1881, 
and .Jesse Pannebaker, whom 
the older residents of Lititz 
till Ill 111 'I JI I• 'l'hr. lnte f'. J.'l'(ld HP~1•111111s In t111> 

S re Cl >C • WC • wea ·ing uniform of thP "T.llltz Corm,t Hnntl," 
his twenty-inch-high drum 1na- whh·h 11111rl'lll'1l 111 thl' lnnu,:urnl 1111r-

11de In Wnshlugton for Preshh•nt 
jor's hat of fur, wa: the sen- .Tnmrs A. Onrfh,hl, In 1881. (Prom n 
sation of the J>aradc, as he r'1!.1otogrnph lo111wd hy his son, Unr

., Hegeunns.) 
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strutted in characu.-ristic styli' at the head of the band, twirl
inf{ h_is !!aton, tossin~ it _into _the air "as high as a two-story 
bmldmg and catchrng It, \\'1th elaborate case, as it came 
down. Some of the men, also, had their first and somewhat 
awkward experiences with city hotel dining rooms and 
menus. <1> 

Industries 
From the earlies I davs, Lititz was an industrial town. 

The Mora\'ian coi10rcoatioi1 itself, as an organization con-n h , · , 

ducted scn-ral farms, a saw and grist mill, a general store, a 
tavern. a potash factory, and an apothecary's shop - the first 
one in Lancaster County, opened in 1760, hy Dr. Frederick 
Otto, who came here from Bethlehem to scrn~ the congrcga
llon as physician and apothecary. 

The Brcthrcn's and Sisters' Houses ,\·ere required to 
support I hc111scl\'es as separate 
institutions. They comhined 
maintenance with Yocational 
training, hy running each its 
own farm; the Brethrcn's 
House also conducting shops 
in which the trades of wca,·cr, 
hakcr. nailsmith, chandler, 

--"
11 hatter, carpenter, butcher, 

tailor and shoemaker were car
ried on; and the Sisters' 
House making needlework, 

P111t,,,1 ~111tl's Post 01111•1• h11lhlh1i:-. embroidery, hosiery and con-
<'l'l'l'!Pd mm. frctionery. 

Some of the trades learned in the Hi·ethrcn's House were 
Jater followed by individuals as a means of Jivclihood, and 
other pri\'ate enterprise was permitted in the town. Among 
the pioneers in rather umrsual lirws might he mentioned 
Da\'icl Tannenherg, the organ builder; Matthias Tschudy, the 
chip-hat and bonnet maker (the only one in America) : 
\Villiam Rauch, the pretzel baker; Jacob Geitner, the tanner; 
and .John Henry Rauch, blacksmith and spurrier, who also 
made the first screw augers. He manufactured these for 
Judge \Villiam Henry, of I.anra.stcr, the im·entor, who intro
duced the invention into England and brought it into gen
eral use. The organs and chip-hats made· in Lititz attained 
nationwide fame, and were shipped great distances; and the 
town is still famous for its pretzels. 

Today Lititz is said to be onr of the greatest manufac-

o l-~loi;• of thP. lnformntlon In J'('gnrtl lo thlR h11111l ,\·:111 S<'Cllr<'fl from 
Hlrnm '''orkmnn. who11c fntlwr-ln-law, lhC' lntc Wilson ll1111m, wns the Inst 
llvln '? llll'lllltn of the h11111I. . 
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turmg centers m proporrion 10 its popula1io11, in the United 
States. Its products are as varied, and some of them as 
unique, as in the early days. 11 is the home of rhe main 
oflicc and main plant of the .-\nimal Trap Company of 
.-\mcric:a, the largest trap factory in the world; whose products 
arc shipped ro the four corners of the earth. The \\'ilh11r
Suchard Chocolate Company also has irs main oflirc and 
plant here. The ~Jorgan Paper Compau~·. formerly a cli\'ision 
of the lJnitecl Slates EnYclope Company, hut now an incle
pcndc111 corporation, has irs home in Lititz. One ol the 
"Standard Brands'' plams, 
making the famous "\'-8": se,·- ·"' 
t'ral knitting and underwear ~ 
mills, shoe factories, garment 
factories and furniture factor
il's; hc,icles many smaller in- 1 

c!ustrial cstahlish1m·nts: arc lo- .,.,..-,1·· · ,-in --

catcd here. These all kec1> Ill) ~-'1· , ~ rnr._. ·;r~ the tmrn's early reputation for , ; ,
1
, 11 

din·rsifirntion of proclucls, and .. I 
1
1 

helped to cushion the hard- ;,;;,. ;:, 1'....al;;',r.il'..lt#"'l:ll 

ships of the n.·n·111 lean vears, ... l!tf!-• ... r.~-•-•. 

which hir with particular force 
LltltY. ~11rl11gi. ~ntio11al !lank h11iltl-

C01lllllllllities builr around ,111\' i11~. pr,,,.,.,,1 l!I:!'.!. 

one line of indw.trv. 

Cha111 ber of Con1n1erce 
:\11 important contrilmtiu~· factor to the thri\'ing in

dustrial life of rhc present horo~1gh is I he Li till Cham her of 

F11r11wr11 Xntlonnl Bank hulhl· 
Ing, l'rt'<"IPII In 10:m. 

Commerc-c, organized in 19'..!8. 
This important hocly is an our
growth of the Lititz Board of 
Tracie ,rhich was instituted in 
18!1!1. The Jar<' John G. Zook 
and \\'. H. :\huh were the found
ers of thi\ earlier organization; 
and rhe immediate influx of new 
inclustriC's showed the wisdom of 
its insritution. \\'ithin a few 
years the ch,tracter of the in
dustrial life of the town changed, 
giving it a preponderance of in
corporated stock companies over 
the many pri,·atcly owned busi
nesses of former days. It was 
[ 191 



during this time that the predecessors of several of the Bor
ough's largest corporations began operating in Lititz. 

The Chamber of Commerce has enlarged the scope of 
the earlier organization, and is consistently promoting not 
only the industrial, but the civic life of the communitv, in 
every way possible. , 

"Zu1n Anker'' Inn 
Strange to say, the only one of the early Congrcga1ional 

enterprises s1ill doing business, and at the original site, is the 
tan~rn. A frame building \\'as crec1ecl for this purpose in 
176·1; and a two-story brick addition, wlJich is part of the 
present hotel building, was added in 180 I. It bore the name 
"Zum Anker" (Anchor Inn), which was displayed, with the 
picture of an anchor, as its sign, before the door. The hotel 
was administered for the Congregation by a succession of 
landlords un1il 18:H, about the time the ''Set tkmcnt" arrange
ment was discontinued, when it was purchased hy Samuel 
Lirhtenthaelcr, who operated it until his death in 1867. 

"Wabank House' 
In )863 i\Ir. Lichtenthaekr purchased the "\Vahank 

House," a large four-story frame building which stood on the 
banks· of the Conestoga Creek some distance southwest of 
Lancaster. He took it clown and re-erected it in Lititz on 
hotel land extending along South Broad Street southward 
almost to .Juniper Alley, where he operated it in connection 
with the original brick hotel. The building made a fine 
appearance; and, with its genial landlord, and colored waiters 
to scr\'e the patrons, attracted summer boarders from near 
and far; making Lititz quite a resort town for years to come. 

·Ten· years later, on July 21, 1873, after it had pa~secl into 
other hands, this frame structure was destroyed by fire. 



General Sutter Hotel 
The old brick hotel building was later enlarged to 

sen:ral times its original size; ;~ml in 1929 ,~·as . purchas~~I by 
the Comnrnnity Hotel Corporation, an orgamzat10n of c1t1zens 
of Lit ill, sponsored hy the 
Young .\fen's Business I .c:1guc, 
,, ho forntcd a stock company 
10 take o\'cr the proper! y and . 
make it illlo a mod<•rtl hot<'I. ' 
IL was n·n· much chanced and " . ' 
beautified, hoth inside and 
out: a large dining room. sun 
parlor, and other additions 
being built: hut it still incor
porat<'s the original brick 
building of 180·1. In l~l:W the 
remodeled hotel was opened 
to the public - again as in 
the beginning-, a community 
pro_jcct. 

l'nlilii~ ~qtmr.- an,1 Ot•nf'ral ~litter 
llofl'I. 'l'lu• holf'I is 111 0111 crowth of 
"i'.11111 .\nkpr'' 11111, •iatahli!<hl',I 17r.J. 
1'1·1•i:t>11I 11111«1,.rn IJ11l,I111i.: OPl'IU'cl to 
I h<' 1111hli1· Hl30. 

The building is nm\· known as the "General Sutter" 
Hotel, being named for General .John Augustus Sutter, on 
whose land gold was discovered in California; for he spent 
his lasl years in Lititz, and, with his wife, is buried on the 
:\loravian graveyard. 

It is i ntcrest i ng- Io note 
tha1 a most llllll'mal dual cere
mony was conducted simul
tane;msly in I .ititz, Pennsyl
\'auia, and, across the contin
ent, in San-amento. California, 
Oil .-\ugust 12, I 9:rn, in com
memoraliou of the centennial 
of the founding- of "New Hel
vetia," now Sacramento, by 
General Sutter. Among other 

, ,. ~ ('. ~ , :·. ' , ' ;. 

•":~~..;t~ .. ~~..i,~~i~>- li.~: .- :~:.. • 
. ~_ti.Jt features of the ceremonv was 

the unveiling, by the ·Hon. 
Frank H. Buck, of California, 
of a plaque, presented and 
erected by the citizens of Sac
ramcnro, at Sutter's grave; 
and, in Sacramento, a tablet 
at the entrance to the rccon
strncted Sutler's Fort, a ~ift 

I.11!1! rc•sllng pltwf' (on lhC' :\(ornvlnn 
grnn•;\·nrcl) of (lc>11Pr11l ,John .\11g1111t11s 
Huftrr. Counclt•r of "XC'w IIC'IYC'tln." 
now i;;nrrlllll(•nfo, <'11lltor11ln. It w11s 
011 his tnrm In C'11llfor11l11 thnt J.Wlcl 
wnR dl!!ron•rPc1 In lSJR lfp Rlli'llt his 
Inst ;\'«':tr!'( of 110,·,•rtr 11111I cliMpJ1olnt
mrnt In T.ltllr.. nftn hlR lnncl Juul 
l11•P11 n1111ro11rl11fp1I h;\' P.'N•Pcl~· gold 
i;p<'kf'rll. lie dlC'd In lR.'lO. 

of the c~tizens of Lititz. The latter was unveiled by C. Rob
ert LongP-necker, a former resident of Lititz. 
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Recreation Center 
A ~1other community project of recent years is the "Rec

reation Center," opened in .June, 1945. In line with present 
ideas, out with the same interest in the welfare of the youth 
of the borough that pre\'ailed in the days of old, a large 
building was bought and presented to the town for this pur
pose, by Ralph Spacht, a public-spirited citizen of Lititz. Be
fore it was ready for use, the huilding underwent cxtcnsi\'c 
renovations; and it has been completely furnished, and fitted 
out with a snack bar and facilities for games ancl amusements 
of various kinds, under a planned and super\'ised program of 
activities for the young people of the town. It also proYides 
rooms where dubs and other organizations may hold meetings 
or social functions. A Coordinating Council, made up 0f rep
resentatives from the different organizations, was recently es
tablished, and is putting forth every effort to make rhc build
ing a real Community Center, where not only the young 
people, hut e\'cryonc in Lititz, may find a place to spend an 
evening of wholesome entertainment or educational acth·ity. 

Park 
The Lititz Springs Park is a further evidence of sus

tained community spirit, and a real asset to the town. Al
though title to the land is ycstcd in the l\loravian Congre
gation, the park and its acti\'itics arc under the mana~cment 
of a committee which is a cross-section of the citizenship of 
the borough. 

f. 
t 

The first mention of 
the Lititz Springs as a pleas
ure resort is in i\lay, 1778, 
during the time wlien the 
hosiptal was in operation 
here: when the "Aufsehcr Co
kgimn'' was very much ex
ercised because "some of our 
musicians arc in the habit 
of indulging, btc into the 
night. in merry making at the 

Lltit?. R11rh1JrR 111 1s-1;;. (From 11 Big- Spring," where Tobias 
1111 lntlng hy J. AuguSfllS Ht••·k.) Hirte, one of the young musi-
cians, had laid out a special place for that purpose. It was 
also frequented by some of the co1walcsccnt soldiers. How
C\'er, early in the. Nineteenth Century, although somewhat. 
against the better _judgment of the viJJagc fathers, the young 
people were given the use of an acre of ground around the 
"Big Spring," which they then, with the c.onsC'nt of the 
<!Uthoritics,· fitted up as a pleasure ground; planting arbors 
and trees and laying out walks. The arched stone bridge was 
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probably built at this time for, according to a ~frs. Haldeman, 
who was a pupil at Linden Hall between 1800 and 1802, the 
spring was then already "arched m·er." 

From 18·W to I 85G the park was given over to .John Beck 
to use as a pleasure g1 ound for his school hoys. He, with his 
hoys, took great pains to develop it, and many of the large 
trees growin,t there today were of his planting. The sand
stone fonts a1.·I coping around rhe head of the spring- were 
laid in 1856 h; a committee of pt1hlic-spiri1cd men of the 
town. The park '•as been further impro,-ecl and beautified 
with the passing ye 11·s, h~· the en·r-acti,·c Springs Committee. 
It is a natural beauty-spot, with one of rhc strongest springs 
in Pennsyl\'ania. 

Points of particular interest in the park arc the car\'cd 
lion's head, the work of the ar1is1, .J . .-\ugustus Beck, done in 
1857; rhe log cabin built on rhc hill in 1927 by, and for the 
t1se of, rhc Boy Scouts of Lititz; and the hand shell erected 
in l!tn by popular subscription through the efforts of rhe 
Chamber of Commerce, and clediratecl to the memon· of the 
late Prof. Paul E. Beck, hand and· on:hcsrra !eader, 'and for 
many years Supervisor of Music ancl .\rt in the Lititz Puhlir 
Schools. 

F'ourth of July Celeb1·ation 
.-\s early as 1811 Fourth of July celebrations wer<~ held 

on rhe Springs grounds; and in 18·1:l the candle illumination 
was introduced, ·100 candles being used. This illumination 
has become more exrensi,·e each year, and now the park be
comes a ,-eritablc fairvland, with thousands of candles, 
doubled by their twinkling reflections in the water beneath 
them. The One Hurnlrcdth candle illumination was com
memorated in 19-12, by instituting the crowning of "The 
Queen of the Candles." This ceremony met with instant 
appro\'al, and has since become one of the most pleasing fea
tures of rhe a1111uai ccJchration. 

Links With The Past 
Tims the commtmity spirit in Lititz today is as strong 

as in the old ''Settlement" clays; and the religious, ecluca
rional, industrial and social life of the town arc strongly 
linked to the past. The celebration of special "holy days" 
and "holidays" and the obser\'ance of man\' other cherished 
customs amt' traditions form an anchoring chain, binding the 
sometimes thoughtless and worldly present to the deeply re
ligious past; and provide a steadying force to the youth of to
day. 

Easter, Fourth of July, Christmas -- \Vhat son of Lirirz 
would willingly be elsewhere on these days! 
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Pl'inciple Industries of Lititz 
.\11i111al Trap Co. ol .\lllt'rira ... _ :'\. l.oc11sl Stn·t·l 
B. & C. Shoe Co. ~f arion Srn·t·I 
Badorf Shoe Co. \\'. I .incoln .\venue 
Bdord Shoe Co. . .. ---- Klinl' Stn·<·I 
ha11 Jkhmer . - - - . - E. Front StJTl'I 
flo)d l-lack111a11 - Furnirttrl' '.!01 S. Broad Sll-c<·t 
Keath Planing ~fill Co. From Strl'<'I 
Litit, Furnirurt' Co. Front Stret't 
l.itit, Processing Co. (forml'r \\'olfc garage) __ \\'. Main Su <'<'I 
Lititz Shoe Co. ------ .... Klim· Stn.Tt 
Lititz Sportswear Co. ____ 11·1 S. Sprue<' Str<'l'I 
Lititz Springs Pretzel Co. -- -- . _ --- - . -- Pinc R: College Str<'cts 
~lorgan Paper Co. ---- -- ~- Cedar Sl!-ec·r 
:\'oggk Shirt Factory .. - - ... - I ,ihl'rtv Stn·et 
S. 11. Nuss - Furniture ···- Cl'11tcr Stre<'I 
Regcnnas Candy . _ - .. .. . \\'. Ll'mon Strl'C'I 
Simplex Paper Box Co. \Vall'r Str<'t'I 
Standard Brarnls, Inc \ \"a ll'r Str<'C'I 
Stanley Underwear-----·- l:1 S. Broad StrC'l't 
E . .-\. Sturgis (Phares Kofroth) - E. ~fain Slr<'<'I 
'.'\. D. Sturgis Bakery -------. _ __ E. 'lain Strl'C'I 
\\'il!mr-Suchanl Chocolate.· Co. ___ . - ~- Broad Sil"<'<'' 
H. H. \\'orkma11 & Co. . ___ .... ___ -- - - . --··. \V. Orange Street 
Yerg<"r Bros. Pla11i11g Mill - _ Front Strc<·t 

Courfrs)' of 

.\:\1DI.-\I. TRAP CO. OF .\~f ERICA 


