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An article appeared in the Cleveland soil. I do not here propose to enter into a 
HERALD in the spring ot 1871 announcing discussion of this point, preferring first to 
the receipt by the HistJrical Soc1ety from present the material in our possession. 
the Department of State at "\iVashington A brief reference to some of the early 
of valuable transcripts of letters and docu- occuJJants both Frencl1 and English will 
men ts. They have now he<'n examined not however be out ot place. As early as 
and are highly interesting, relating as most the year 1745 English traders penetrated 
ot th.em do, to settlements and attempted as far a~ Sandusky or ··St. Dusky" and es
settlen1ents northwest ot the Ohio River ) tabiished a post on the North side of the 
prior to that of nianetta in the spring of I Bay near the carrying place or portage 
1788. from the Portage River across the Penin-

The announcement of this discovery bas sula. They were driven away 1:>y the 
attracted tbe attention of students in his- F~ench _Probably in 1748 or_1749. During 

. . . . .... ,,· . tlns period a celebrated Indian trader 1rom 
tor), pat ticularly of diose who reside_ in Pennsdvania by the well known name of 
the States t0rmecl out of that vast reg10n, George Cro_gban had a station at or near the 
the old Northwestern Territory as de- mouth or the Cuyahoga then known as 
fined bv the ordinance of 1787. These the Cayahaga, and sometimes as Hioga. 
disclost;res have nowhere excited more at- In li50 or 1751 the Ernrlish Post at Pick
ten tion than at 3-larietta, so long regarded 
as the fir~t ,onned, first mimed, and first 
peoplec1 ~• -C.ih'.ment by th:-~ Engli:.:h r:.1cc in 
Ohin. 

a\\-illany W'iS established at a town O:t the 
1 l\Iiamies or Tawixtawes near the mouth 
I of Loramie'~ Creek, in Shelby county 
! 01?-io. T~e. French _and Ind~ns destroyed 

this post 1n .June 17,)2. In l,Gl Frederick 
Post, a ;,L)ravian mis~ionary established a 

It ha~ hitherto been supposed that with 1uission on the Tu~car~nvas near Bolivar 
the exception ot traders and missionaries on the line between Stark and Tuscarawas 
and tl11..:' nc-cu1•~Hion by the. nn1itary under counties, Ohio. D"nti1 the cession.made to 
Colo-11Pl Ha.n-!1,1;.· dnriJ1Q· the existence of tile Vnitr·d States by Virginia o!" her claims 
tue Confeder.1 ::ion no a·ttemnts hacl been , on tl~e~ nor!hcrn bank o_f the Obio river, 

• _ _ ~ 1 her c1t1zens regarded Ohio as a part of the 
made pr10i: T0 i ,88- at permanent (>Ccupa- ! old Don1iniori. and undertook to locate 
t:on for :),,_, :;:~tpose nf cnJti\""a~ing the ; their 1and certificates here. Before the 
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war of the revolution Great Britain bad 
great difficulty in confining her adventu
rous colonists to the southern side of tlle 
Ohio. At a Congress of the Colonies held 
at Albany in 1754, Benjamin Franklin pre
sented the draft ot an English Confeder
ation very much like the one now adopted 
for Canada. The plan was adopted by the 
Congress but declined by England. A 
part of this scheme was the establishment 
of a colony at the mouth of the Cuyahoga 
protected by a fort and another on the 
Ohio river. Colonel Brodhead, was the 
military commander at Pittsburg during 
the early part of the war . of the Revolu
tion whose letters we now proceed to g-ive 
so far as they relate to the settlers north of 
the Ohio. The salt spring in Weathers
field,Trumbull county, was well known 
to th~ English in 1754, and ali<o the exist
ence of bituminous· coal and petroleum . 
spring:, in Obio. The correspondence i 
which is quite fragmentary is p.:-esented ! 
in the order of dates a--: near as practi- / 
cable. 

croseed the Ohio River, and coinmittfd tres
p_asses on Iuctian lands wherefore I ordered 
s~xty rank and file to be equipped, and Capt. 
U~arke. of the 8th Penn. reg-'t proceeded 
with tb1s party to \Vheeling- with orde:-s to 
cross the river at that p s , and to apDrebend 
so~e of tlle principal tref:sp_assers and destroy 
tLe1r hutts. He returued without finditig- any 
of th~ tresspas::-er:--, out dl·stroy'=d some huts. 
~e \Hites me the iuhuhirants llu.\·e made small 
impro':ements all the wa:y frum the .Muskin
gum Rrver to Fort McIntosh and thirtv mile~ 
up some of the Branches. I sent a runner t~ 
tbe Delaware Council at Coobocbing- to in
form them of tbe trespass, and assure- them it 
was committed by some foolish people, and 
requested them to rely on mv doin2: them 
justice and punishing- the offenders, but as yft 
have not received an answer. 

* * * * * I have the honer to be with perfect reo-a rd 
and esteem~ yonr Excellencv's ffio~t ""' 

0b't H'b1e Serv't 
D. BRODHEAD. 

His Excellency GEx. WASHINGTOX. 
BRODHEAD TO MAJOR TAYLOE.. 

HEADQGARTERS, PITTSBURGH, / 
Nov. 21, 177~. f 

COL. BRODHEAD TO JOHN JAY, 1779. DEAR SIR- * * * I am oiad 
PITTSBURG, 0cT. 26, 1779. to hear of Capt. Vance's return but I ::,sin-

SIR-Since I did myself the honor to ad- ceiely wish he had taken under ~uard some 
dress you by a former letter, some of the in- of those fellows who, by their unlicensed en
habitants from Youghaginia and Obio counties croacbments on the Indian's Huntino- o-rounds 
have been hardy enou~h to cross the Ohio seem determined to provoke new ~:lamitie; 
River and make small impr,wements oi:. the to the alread:y much distressed inhabitants of 
Indian hinds from the n-rer Musking-um to the fro?,tier; and as I consider it a duty n@t 
Fort McIntosh 3nd thirty miles up some of I to be dispensed with, I desire you will send a 
the branches of the Ohio RiYer, As soon as pd.rty equal to that under the command of 
I received information of t.he trespass r de- Captain Vance, to go in search of those dis
tacbed a party of sixty men under co~mand turbers of the general tranquihty, and give 
@f Caut. Clarke, to apprehend the tresoa~sers them or~ers to app!ehend any white man who 
and d~stroy thdr huts. which they have in a j ~ay ~e found huntmg- or enca11:1ped on the In
great measure effected, and Jikewise:dispatched di~ns lands~ and use all possible means for 
a runner to the Uhiefs of the Delawares at that purpose 
Cooshoekino- to prevent their attackino- the . The party cannot render more essential ser
innocent inl7abitants, but as yet have rec"eived v!ces to the. country, than by appreb.endin~ 
no answer frQm them. Capt. Clarke informs silly people m order tha~ proper examples may 
me thaL the tresspassers had returned and that be made, and the effusion of blo•d ( conse
the trespass appeared to have been committed quent) *be 'Prevented. 
upwards of a month ago. It is bard to de . :j: * * * 
termine what effeet thi$ impudent conduct I am with great regard 
may Lave on the minds of the Delaware chiefs Your Most Humble 8ervant 
and warrior:=, but I hope a favorable answer DAN'L BRO~HEAD, 
to the $pecch 1 sent them. I presume a line . Col Commadmg \V. D. 
from vour Excellency to the Governor ancl Ma3or RICHARD TAYLOR. 
Council of Virginia will tend to prevent a SETTLEMENT AT THE SALT SPRINGS, 
future tr~~pass and_ the m~rder of many inno- TRUMBULL COUNTY. 
cent fam1hes on this fronti~r. During the revolutionary war a partv ot 

I have the honor t?~ be with perfect respect settlers from Fort Pitt built a number of 
Your Excellency :s most obt. and most cabins at the s 1 • s · · h · H'ble Serv't . a l .,.Prrn.gs, 1n w at 1s now 

D. BRODHEAD, the township of \\i eathers:field, T1 umbu1l 
Col. Command'g W D county. Here they lived in peace and 

His Excellency JNo. JAY, Esq. · · sec1;11ity, tilled the land, and made salt 
BRODHE.A..D TO WASHINGTON. which they sold to the Moravian Indians. 

PITTSBURGH, OcT. 26, 1779. How many congregated there is not known, 
DEAR GEN'L-Immei:liately after I had but fr<.lm the reports of Colonel Harmar it 

closed my last ( of the 9th of this instant) r is judged there were ten or n1ore families. 
rec'd a letter from Col. Shepherd. Lieut. of These had ~een located at the springs by 
Ohio Connty, informing me that · a certain Pennsylvania traders, who claimed the 
Decker, Cox & Comp'y with others had land by reason of purchases from the In-



<hans. Harmar sent Ensign Armstrong in 
May 1785, and after dispossessmg the in
habitants, burnt their cabins and destroyed 
ali improvements about the Springs. The 
land was afterwards purchased by General 
Samuel H. Parsons and Jonathan Heart 
ot Connecticut. 

On the 30th of November, 1782, a pre
liminary treaty of peace between the Uni
ted States and Great Britain was sig.aed at 
Paris, and a definitive treaty was signed 
at the same piace by American and 
Englisll Commis~ioners, on the 3d of 
September 1783. By that treaty the Uni
ted State::-. !lecame a free and inaepend0nt 
nation. Under its provisions tiie English 
evacuated Kew Y orli on the 25th of No
vember 1783, when the acknowledgement 
of our sovereignty as a nation became a 
reality, tor no foreign soldier was trom 
that day in power on the territory ot tlJe 
thirteen colonie~. The government of the 
United State:::; claimed th~t bv the terms of 
the trt'aty of Paris, all the territor, North
west of the Ohio to tbe :Mississippi, was 
surrendered to the United States, but 
Great Britain refused to acknowledge thi, 
claim until 1796, when all their posts with
in the tract referred to were delivered to 
the United States. 

On the 21st of .January, 1785, a treaty 
was concluded at Fort .McintoslJ, between 
Georo-e Rogers Clarke, Richard Butler 
and Arthur Lee as Commis~ioner::; for the 
United States, and the representative~ of 
the Wyandot, Delaware, Chippewa and 
Ottawa Nations, with this clau~e: 

'"If any citizen of the United States. or 
other person, not being an Indian, shall at
temr>t to settle on any of the lands allotted to 
the Wyandot and Delaware Nations in this 
Treaty, excepting the lands reserved to the 
United States in the preceding article, such 
person shall forfeit the protection of the 
Umted States, and the Indians may punish 
him as they please." 

The treaty made at Fort Finney. at the 
mouth of tbe Great Miami, January 31, 
1786. between George Rogers Clarke. Rich
ard Butler, and Samuel H. Par3ons, Com
missioners on the part ot the United States, 
and the chiPfs and warrior::; of the Shawa
nees. or~vided in article VII: 

"If -any citizen or ~it1zens of the United 
States sha.11 µresume to settle upon the lands 
allotted to the Shawanees oy this Treaty, he 
or they shall be put out of the vrotection of 
the United States.'' 
TH-E INDIAN COM:Ml:SSIONERS TO COL. HARMAR, 

1785 
"SurreJing or settlmg- the lands not within 

the limits of any particular State being- forbid 
ay the United States in Cong-ress assembled, 
the commandant will e.nploy 'such force as he 
may deem nece_ssary in drivmg otl persons at
tempting to settle on the lands of the United 
States.;, 

Given at Fort Mdntosh, this 24th day of 
January, 1785. i G. R. CLARK, 

RICHARD BUTLER, 
ARTHUR LEE. 

Owing to the small force under bis com
mand, it was impossible at that time for 
Colonel Harmar to carry into effect the 
orders of the Commissioners. Even had 
the number of troops been sufficient, Col
onel liarmar, in his discretion as com
mander, would have long hesitated before 
driving trom their houses in midwinter in 
a wilderness, those who llad settled on the 
public land:-:. As it was, he waited until 
.he obtained further instructions from the 
government, then vested in Congress. In 
a note to Harmar the Hon. Richard Henry 
Lee, President ot Congress, approved of 
the 0 1·ders of the Commissioners, and di
rected then.1. to be carried into execution. 
This was in :March. Toward tne latter 
end of the month, the following instruc
tions were given to Ensign .John Arm
strong. 

FoRT .McINTOSH, March 29, 1785. 
To Ensi@ J vim Armstrong, 

SIR :-Having 1ece1ved intelligence that 
several persons in defiance of the orderi,;; of 
Cong-ress, have presumed, to settle on the 
land::, of the United States, on tbe western 
side 0f the Ohio, about forty or fifty miles 
from hence, y,)u are llereby orderea to pro
ceed with your party as far down as opposite 
Wheeling, and dispossess tbe said settlers. 
At Wbeelmg- yo11 will leave copies of the above 
instructions which I recei vea from the bc,nor
able. tbe Commissioners for lnd1an Affairs, 
and of tbeee your orders, in or<ler that all per. 
sons may be fully acquainted therewith. 

I am Sir, y ur humble sen·t, 
J OS. fuRMAR, 

Lt. Col. Uomd. 
Ensign Armstrong left on his mission on 

the 31st of March. His operation~ are fully 
deta1led in the following official reports. 

Sm: 
FoRT McINTOSH, 12th April, 1785. 

Agret'.able to your orders, I proceeded with 
my party early on the 31st of March down the 
river Ohio. On the 1st instant. we crossed 
little Beaver and dispossessed one famtly. Four 
miles from tihere we found three familles liv
i:r:ig in sheds, but they having no raft to trans
port their effects, I thou_e-ht proper to give 
till the 12th inst., at which time they promised 
to demolish their sheds and move to the east 
side of the river. 

At Yellow Creek I dispossessed two familles 
and destr0yed their buildings. The 2d being 
stormy, no business could be done. The 3d 
we aispossessed eig-ht families. The 4th wear
rived at Mingo Bottom, or Old Town. I read my 
instructions to the prisoner Ross, who declared 
they never came from Cong:ress, for be had 
late accounts from that Honorable body, who 
he was well c:mvinced ~ave no such instruc
tions to the Commissioners. Neither did he 
eare from who:-!.. they came, for he was deter
mined to hold his possession, and if I should-
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dered to gain their respective companies, and 
the prisoner I haye delivered to the care of the 
garrison gtiard. 

I am sir with every respect, 
Your obedient servt, 

JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
Ensign. 

To Colonel Harmar, or the chiefest in com
mand at Fort Mclntosl. 

destroy his house he would build six more in 
the ~ourse of a week. He also cast many re
flections O]j_ the Honorable, the Con• 
gress, the Commissioners, and the com• 
manding officer. I conceived him to 
be a. dangerous man, and sent hin... 
unde1 guard to Wheeling. Finding most of 
the settlers in this place were tenants under 
the prisoner; I gave them a few days at which 
time tbey promised to move to the eastern 
side o: the Ohio. and that they would de- SIR:-Agreeably to 1 he order we have Re
molish their lmilding-s. O'l the evenine- o.t the ceived for Removmg off t!Je L:1nds to the West 
4th, Charles Norris, with a party of armed of the Otlio, we are preparin~ to execute the 
men. came te my quarters in a hostile man- utmoslj dilligence but find it will be impracti
ner and demanded my instructions. After cable to t.ntirely clear oft the place. Accord
conversing with them for some time and ing to our engagements with Ensign Arm.
showing my instructions, the warmth strong- when we received the orders, which, if 
with which they first expressed them- you will condescend to take under your con
elves appeared to abate, and from some sideration, we make no doubt, you will Readily 
motive lodged their arms with me till morn- Grant, for we have neither houses nor lands to 
ino-. move to~; have every Necessary to Procure by 

f learnt from the conversation of the partv our Labour,for the Support of our families aud 
thatatNorri.sesToWI! (by them so cqlled) eleven stocks, for we have no money. Therefore if 
miles further down the river a party of seventy you Can Consistant with your Honor allow us 
or eighty men were assembled with a determi- a few Weeks more to move oft and prepare 
nation to oppose me. Dwellings to move to, we shall Greatly Ac-

Finding Norris to be a man of influence in knowle<fa:e tbe favour. 
that country I conceived it to my interest to We hav~ sent a full Representation of 
make use of him as an instrument which I our distressed circumstances by ·way of 
effected by informing bim it was my intention Petition to Con2:ress, and whatever Orders 
to treat any armed party I saw as enemies to and Reguls.tions they in their wisdom 
my country, and would fire on them if they may think proper to prescribe we shall as in 
did not disperse. duty bound obey. 

On the 5th when I arrived within two miles Therefore the furtherest time w~ request is 
of the town or place where 1 expected to meet till we know the resolutions of Congress in 
with opposition, I G>rdered my men to load regard to our petition, which if you grant, 
their arms in presence of Norris and then de- we request the favour of you to send us 
sired him to go to the party and inform them your pleasure and directions by tbe Bearer, 
of mv instructions. Mr. Jq_mes Cochran, which will be gratefully 

1 then proceeded on with caution bu~ hac!. acknowledged by your humble Serv'ts, the 
not got far betore the paper No. 1 Subscrioers : 
was hauded me by one of the party, to Thomas Tilton, James Clark, 
which I replied I should treat with no partv, Johu Nixon, his 
but intended to execute my orders. w Henry CasstlJ, Adam [A HJ house, 

When I arrived at tlle town there were ahou t J obn N owl es, mark 
forty men assembfod who bad deposited their John Ti1ton, Thomas J obn::;on, 
arms. After I had read to them mv instruc- John F1zpatrick, Hunamet Davis, 
tions thP-y agreed to move off by the (9th inst. Daniel ~lenser, William Wallare, 
This indulgenee I thou~htproperto grant, the Zephenia Dunn, Jos. Reburn, 
weather being too ::severe to turn them out of John McDonald. Jon. Mapiu::, 
doors. The 6th l proceeded to H2glins' .:,r I Henry Frogg-s, '\YilJiam Mann, 
Mercer's Town, where I was presented with I Wil~nd boag-land, "\V1lliarn Kerr, 
paper No. 2, and from the humble and peace-

1
- Michael Rawlings, Daniel Duff, 

able disposition of the people, and the impos- I Tbomas Dawsson. .Joseph R0ss, 
sibiiity of their movmg- oft immediattly. I Wilham Shif;l, .Jumes Watson, 
gave them to the i 0 th, and believe they will Solomon Delong, AbertiORS Bailey. 
~enerally leave the settlement at that time. Charles Ward~ Charles Chambers, 

At that place I was jnformed that Charles Fred'k Lamb, Robert Hill. 
Norris and John Carpenter had been by the John Ri!rclon, James Pauf, 
people elected Justices of the Peace, that they Geor2:e .Atchinson, William McNees 
had, I found, -precepts, and decided there- Hanes PHcy Archibald harb::.on, 
on. vValter Cain, WilJ;am Bailey. 

I then proceeded on till opposite Jacob Light, .Jonas Amspoker, 
"\Vheeling, where I dispossessed one family, ,James \Veleams, Nicholas Decker, 
and destroyed their buildings. Jesse Ectgerton, John Platt. 

I hope. Sir, the indulgenc:e g-ranted to some Natbanial Parremorc, Benjan;in Reed, 
of the mbabitants will meet your approbation. Jesse Parremore. ,Josept1 Godard, 
Tbe paper No. 3 is an adverti~ement, a copy of Jacub Clark, Henry Conrod. 
which is posted up in almost every ~ettlement .John Cu~ter, \Villiam Carpenter, 
on the wesrern sicte of the Obio. Thomas .l\frDonald, .J ohu G,)dard, 

Three of ID)' party being lamed, I left the:n James Noyes, Gcoru_-_:, Reno, 
about forty miles from tbis place, under the / J ohu CllSstlem:rn John Buchanan, 
care of a Corporal. Tl~e remairider I have or- ! Daniel )Iathews. 
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FORT ~IclNTOSH, 13Lh April 1785. l the prayer of your petition, in which case I 
·Si.r: sball be unuer the necessity of executine: my 
As the fol!ow1n!? information tbrougb order~. Jos. HARMAR. 

:yon, to the sonorat>le the Congre:ss. may be of Lt. CoL voma. 
-•some s~rv1ce, ! trust \01:1,'d noc \Je displea~ed The Indian commiss10ners were men of 
·1-herew1~b. Jt 1s the op1mon o~ many bon0rable character and distinction in whom the 
wen (with whom I c-onversea. on my return • ,_ ll - - ' A h L 
from Wheelin~) that if the Honorable the public .w.a? fu c~n1:ict~nce. rt ur ee 
-Congress don't fall on ~ome :;pecdy method to was a native ?f Virgm1aand ~ man of fine 
prevent veople froUl edtling on the Lands of tatents. Durmg the revolution he repre-
the United 8tates, west of the Ohio, that seiited this country at the Court of Ver-

. country V:7ill suon ~e mhabited by bandits sailles, and in 1784 was selected by Con
wbose ac_~w_ns are a d 1~grace to _human naturE::. ~ress to treat with ,v estern Indians. J\Ir . 
. You wul ~n ·! fe~v ct:a.ys r~ccn·e an uddr:,ss Lee died n~cember 14~ 1792, aged 52 years . 

. fro!Il the Mag1"'tracy of Ohw County throu_h A '.)oro-e RoO'e s Clark bas been called 
which most of those people pa:ss; many of ,, ~..... .::, . ..., r .. . ,, . . . 
whom are fl.Jing from justict=>. the. WG.$hington, of tn,_e We~t. A Vrr~mmn 

I have 81r taken some pains to distribute by b1rth he rt.-ndered invaluable services to 
.copies of your instructions, with those frvm · America during the '\Var for Indepen
tbe tlon_')rable, the Commissioners for Indian dtnce. His appointment as Indian Com
Afia1rs~ lllto almost every settlement west of missioner was a happy selection, for be 
t?e Ohio, avd bad tue~ posted up a~ mo~t pub- was a man of ~reat nerve, indomitable will 
,he_ places on the east 1nde_of the nver, m the and energy v,~hose voice was pot· ntial 
11e1g!lborbood through wb1ch thoE"e people pas$. ~ ~ ' · . c 
Notw1thstanding- ttiey have saw and read among the .._avage nations. 
,those Instructions they are moving to the un- FoRT Mcl~TOSH • 
. -settled country by forties and fifties. May 1st, 1785. 

From the best information I could receh·e Sir:-
thP.re are at t.!le falls of Hawk Hawkrns [HoC'k- In obedfence to tile mstructions re-
-hocking], upwards of three l.rnndr~d faroilleb. c-eived from the honorable, the Cowmi~eione1s 
At Muski.ng-um a number equal. I for lndiaa Affairs, up·.>n their departure from 

At tee iword illecrible] Towns there are sev- this noist. I have to inform your Excellency~ 
-era! fam1Hes and more than fifteen hnnCired on that I detached Ensign' Armstrong "with a 
the rivers .Miarue & Siota.. From Wheelin2" to party of twenty mea'' furnished with fifteen 
that place tbere is scs.rcely one Bottom on t.l:ie days provisions. on tbe 3 lst of March last, to 
river but has one or :ruore faruilie~ living dispossess smidry per~ons wbo had presumed 
thereon. to settle on the lan<li:; of the United States on 

In consequence of the Advertil::ement b_y the \VestPrn side of the Ohio River. 
John Ambersma I am aprised meetiags will be Tllc encloi::ed copv of the instructions to-
'hetd at the times thereil:1 nieutloned. ~ether with his orders were posted u-p at 

That at mangons and @.ag lins Town m<:n- W b_eeling- and di~tributed throughout the dit
tioned in my report of veste1day, the lnbat.,it.- ferent pa.rts of t.he country, in order that a!l 
ants had cocne to a resolution to comply with perse:-.os might be {uliy aequaioted therewith. 
'the requisltioo of the Ad\·ertisement. En~1go Armstroue: having marched. witll 

The supposed distance from this pl:we to bis party as far down 38 opposite 
Wheeling pursumg- the rh·er, is seventy mile.:S. \\- heeline-, which is about seventy from hence, 

I am Sir with due respet.'t. our~ueing- the cour!e of the river, and execut-
Your most Obedient Ser'fant. iag- nis orders (except io a fow indulgeacies 

J obn Arwetroog- granted on aecount of the welther), returned 
EnFi!!n. on ttie 12th ulto. 

To Vol. Bnrmar. · I btJ.ve t.be honor of enclo~ioe to your E.x:-
FoRT .M:olNTOSH, April 2. 1785. cell.ency, his report with sundry petiLious,. 

To all those perdons who have settled on haod~d him bv tlle settlers, likewi:,e the 
the Lu.uds of the United States, westward of opmion of some reputable inhabitants on tbe 
-the Obiu River contrary to the Orders of Con- Eastern side of Uie river, with respect to them. 
e-ress. On tbe 20th ult. I received tbe inclosed 
- I have receiv~d your Representation hy representa.tvm signed by 66 or tbem oraying 

.Jam~s Cochran, and must inform vou that mv fora further indul~ence of time, and inform
iostractions are positive in driving- off by force ine: me that they had sent on a petition to 
.all persons who pre,m.me to settle upon or Conl!l'ess upon 1be subject. 
survey tee Lands of the UoitP.d States. In auswer to which I thought it most ex.-

As you inform we that you have sent on a pedient to grant them one month from the 
petition to Congr~ss "lpon the subject, aod 21st ulto. to remove tbemselve~. at the expir
·upon a consideration of vour present dis- ation of which time, parties will be detacbtd 
tressed circumstances, according- to vour own to drive off all settlers within the dis

:aceount, I ttm inducea. to forbear sending aay tance of one hmJdr~d and fifty miles 
troops for one mouth from this date to dis- from the flS.rri~.oll., which in my 
poss~ss you, or until further orders from au- present situation is an tha~ is practicable. 
thonty. 'The number ol ~ettlers lower down the riv~r 

At the same time you must be as expe• is very con:-:idet-able, and from all accounts 
-a.U1ous as possible ic preparing to remove dailv increa~in2". 
Jourselves, as 1 am verv contident that the I I would therefore (befc,re I proceed farther 
.Honorable body tbe Coogress, will not grar.t , !o the bnsine:"~~) l)e:{ :o kr.ww the t.•leasure of 
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your Excellem:v, and JO-Ur particular order · d~m proper for the advance of the public ser--
u~on the subject. vice. 

I have the honor to be with the hU?;t:lest cs- Juue 24, 1785. 
teem and respect, Ordered. Tbat the first and ~econd para-

Your Excellency's graphs be ref erred to the Secretaries at War to-
Most humble and obt. sen-ant, take order. That the third p&ragrapb be re-

Jos. HARMAR, ferred to the Board of Treasury to take order. 
Lt. Col. Comd. 1st A.mer. Regt. FoRT McINTOSH, June 15, 1785. 

Hie Excellency Sra: * * * * * 
Richard Henrf Lee, I nave already sent von a copv of Ensign 

President of Congress. Armstrong's report, from which you will have, 
It js possible that papers exist which learned the extent a~d character of the settle

will determine the exact location of the mente ~est 0! tbe _river. Most . of tho~e en-
. d • E • ~aged m tb1s business are shiftless feIJowi;; 

vanous settlements mentwne m . nsign from Pennsylvania and Vir£tinia, though I 
.Annstronp:'s report. From the d1stances have seen aud conversed with a few who ap
given by him, we are enabled to fix the pear t0 be intellie-ent and honest in their pnr
localities as ioUows :- poses. _A few days after E~sign Armstrong 

1st 1·he settlel's on or nea:r the Little retw·nea, I dispatched bim with a sma~ force 
· .· . . to Salt Springs towards the Lakes, to d1sposs-

Bea.ver wer~ m what 1s now Columbiana ess a number of adventurers who bad located 
countr, Ob10. . there. This he accomplished without senouo. 

2d. Those four miles from the Little dtffi.iculty. * * * * * 
Beaver were also in Columbiana county. * * * ·r. * * * 

3d. That at Yellow Creek was near Tbe force under my commaBd, would not 
Wellsville, Columbiana county. w~nant tbe_ sP._noing a detachment t~ the 

4th The eight families between Yellow Sci?t0 0! Miami, but I ha_,·e sent written 
C · d M B · J ff' notice~ t,y trustworthy Ind1ans to · all wbo-

reek an n1go ottom were In e er- have settled there. Be assured Sir, I shall 
son county. . make every etlort withm my meansi for carry-

5th. The settlement at Mingo Bottom ing- out} our orders, and those of the honor
was in Jeffers@n county, three miles below able, tbe Con2:res~. 
Steubenville on tarms formerly belouging l am, ,our very obedient servant. 
to J. H. Hallock and Daniel Potter. , _.. Jos HARMAR. 

6th. The place called Norris' Town, Bon at:ie ?\ _. 
was in Jtfferson county fourteen miles · faJor General Knox. 
below Steubenville , FORT MclNTJSH, June 21. 1785. 

7th H 1. ' . l\lr ' T b DEA.P.. JOHNSTON: 
. ag ms or J.uercer s own. e- * * * * * -x- * 

tween Norris' Town and opposite Wheel- The na1ion~ down the rh·er have killed and 
ing, was in Belmont county. scalped loeveral adventurers wbo bave settled 

8th. The settlement opposite Wheeling nn tueir lands. 
was in what 1s now Pease Township, Bel- * * * * * .J OSIAJI HARMAR. 

* * 
1nont county. 

COL. FRANCIS JOHNSTON. 
FORT :v.rclNT .>SH, June 1. 1785. 

In many parts of the State after the per
manE:nt settler5 became Jocated,tracts were 
found which had been partially cleared *SIR: 
and a new growth of timber formed. 
Especially was this the ca~e along the Ohio, 
on the same ground passed over by En
sign Armstrong. 

* * * * * * 

'l'.i:le Coagressional Committee. consisting of 
Mr. !lowell, .Mr. Grayson, Mr. McHenry, Mr. 
Pettit and Mr. K1te-. to whom was referred a 
letter or the .first of .May, 1785, from Cul. J. 
Harmar,-Report 

That (;ongress approve of tbe ronnuct of 
Colonel Harmar in carryfog into ex~cutiou the 
,>rder !riven him bv tlle Ccmmiss10ners fo1 re
moving intruders· from the lauds of the Uni
ted States. 

That he be authorized to rem0Ye the troops 
under his command, and to take po::,t at any 
place on or near the River Oh10, between 
:Muskingum and the great Miami, which he 

Tbe Shaw:mese ;nake ~reat professions of 
peace. Tne Cher,>ket::s are hostile, and have 
killed aud scalpeJ seven people near the 
mouth of the Scioto, abo11t three hundred and 
i;eventy miles from hence. 
* .* * * ·r. 

Your most obt serrt, 
JOSIAH HARMAR. 

:'.\h,1. GENL. KNox, Sec. at War. 

FORT )1cl~TOSH, June 2.5. 1785. 
Dear General: 

* * * * * 

* 

Tl-le Indians clown tbP. rh·er, Yiz.: tbe Shaw-
anese, \liarnu:, Cherokees aud Kickapoos bave· 
killed and scalned severf!l adventurers-set· 
tlers on their rnnds. 

·:to * ·:-!- * 
~hall con~eive most advisable for farther car- G T 'f 

ff h b f 
. d ;J en .. HOS. ~,_::.FFLIN. 

rying into e ect t e c or~ ment1one on"er. 

J OSUH HARMAR. 

Tbat the Board of Treasury ad-ranee Colonel ~he foHowmg extracts irom l~tters-
Harmar six hundred do1h1rs on account and written l>y Jonathan Heart. a captam m 
for the rurposeof tran::-porting- the said troops Harmar's corps, :rl'late to the subject un
and their bagg-age to i-ucb pla<.!t as be s!JJ!l I der con~ideration. Heart attcrward be-
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came Major an<l wa~ killed at S1. Ch-.ir's I mourh of t1e River Scioto 1Jf::ar where tte 
defeat, November 4, 1791. village of Alexandria is located. 

FORT HARM.AR, 8tt: -fann::.ry, i7SG. 

MAJOR WILLIAM Juno, 
Farmington, Conn. 

DEAR 8IR: 
* * -~ •)I- ¼ * -~ 

At!ree.::.ble 70 est.a.blbhfd custom~ in this 
countrv, cut.tin~ do"n a few trt-et-, p1aoting 
tnree hills of corn aoJ fencing tbem. give~ a 
ri_g-ht vf soi1 to 400 acres ~nd a pre-em1Jtion to 
400 more; contormable to this cuf!-tum every 
valuable t-itnatiOJ~ on the erant is located. 
Congress in tbeir wisdom to prevent this im
vroper mode of possec-s10n have forbid E-uch 
Jocations aod we bave actuallv l.iurnt. destroy
ed and turned oft great numbers of inhabitants 
bolding under this tenur~.and unl~ss Congress 
pnt a full and final stop to this mode of e:ettle
mcnt the whole ]'ederal territory will not 
raise one thousand pounds. * * ·:>t-

Y o:Jr mo8t obedient hlnnble sent. 
JO::SATHA::S flEAF..T. 

FORT HARMAR, 7th February, 1786. 
T\'1A.JOR '\\.,.ILLIAM JrDD. 

Farmjng-ion, Co:r:.n. 
S1r: 

Until the Ohio canal was eoni::tructed 
and an artificial cut made at Portsmouth 
no wa1er discharged there from the Sci
oto at its ordinary stage. T11e site of 

, A.lexan<lria was verv attractive, but the 
1 ground between jt an·d Port~mouth is most 
of it subj<-'ct to inundation. The late 
Robert B. llc-Afoe of Kentuckv &tated to 
F. C. Clevdand ot Alexandria ,who was 
an engineer on tbe Ohio canal forty y~ars 
since that there were whites on the Ken
tucky side of the Ohio opposite Scioto in 
1773. ~Ir. Cleveland said there was a space 
of abo-1t forty acres at Alexandria which 
had been chopped, and when the early set
tlers came this space was covered with a 
second growth of trees, standing among 
the stumps. 

This was probably the work of the par
ties referred to by :i\fr. Corwin. The four 

i tamilies who attempted to settle at the 
i mouth of the Sciota in 178.5, came from 
\ Redstone, Pa. ·• They commenced c1ear-
1 ing the ground to plant seeds for a crop 

to support their families, hoping tbat 
•:it- * * •E- * .;f -Je- -1t- the red men of the forest would suffer 

Tb~ ext<:nt of the territory rroposed w-111 them to remain and improve the soil." 
furnish lands fo: all Deo_plc wishing to remo;;e I The four head~ ot the faniilie~,-on1v 
mto new_ countries for fire years, and some of one of whose names has been preserved 
the cond1t10ns as to mode a.nd manner of set- . 
tlement are very exceptwna ':>le, particularly "!~ent ~p the Sciota ou a t?ur ot explor~-
tnat allowing a pre-emption to all persons t1on a::i far ~s Pee Pee Creek and encampeo:. 
-claiming Iancfs by possession or improvements, ~eter Patrick. one of the party, cut bis in
for custom in the country bas established tbe itials upon a beech tree. Here they were 
rule, tllat cuttillg- a few trees and feneing in surprised by Indian:3 and two of then1 
us much land as yo_ur lengt~ of rails will . en- killed. Two of them escaped acro~s tbe 
comp3 s_s snd pluntmg the hills 0 ~ CO:f"!l, ~ives country to the mouth of the Little Sciota 
posses~1on to 400 acres and a r1~ht to pur- . • •. • b d . , 
ctase 400 more. In conformity to this idea JUS~ 1n ume to m~et a oaL 7scendmgthe 
possession ba~ been taken of every extensive Ohio fo~ Post V1ucen~ .. Tlus boat took 
oottom, beautiful situation, or advant2geous the suryivors from then- intended home to 
place O\'"er the whole extent, and little more :.l\'Iaysv1lle, where the settlement ,vas large 
than broken ground, narrow strips of such enough t© protect itself against their rtd 
lands as :from situation or some circumstance t:>11emies 
are of lit~Je value, will be left for the peti- "'- · ~ 
tioners. <:on£r8$S acquainted with this cir· Fro3;1_ a iet~er dated Fort Mcint~sh, ,June 
cnmstai:ce as to mode of settlement have pos- 1st, 178:.>, written by General Josiah Har-
1tively fo_rbid all suc-h settlements and ordered mar to General Knox, Secret~ry at Wa:r, 
off such settlers holding lands on that teaure; we take it there must have been another 
tbis was fibsolutely necessary, for w~ile this settlement on the Scioto, other than that 
mod~ w;,s adm1_tt~ed: 7:10 man_ w~~ld g~_ve 400 referred to by lir. Corwin. General Har
dolla. s for a fa1 m "b1ch one aay ::s worK would mar says: ,. The Shawanese make great 
iecur~ * * * * * * * professions of peac-e. The Cherokees are 

Yuur most olJt. _-\nd bumble 5ery't, hostile, and have killed and sca~ped seven 
JoN.a. HEART. people near the mouth of the Sc1~to, apout 

SETTLE:~E:N'T AT ·rnE }IO"t;TE. OF THE 
OTO RIVER, 1 785. 

! three hundred and seventy milts rron1 
scr- 1 hence." . 

In 1he :first volume of "1 ... illi:lm'::; A·mer
lcan Pio-neer, page 56. tlle late George Cor
win ,)t Portsmouth (1842) gave his recol
lections of the fir:,t attempt. to settle there. 
lt was prohably not on the present site of 

· tbe to-::rn l>~n nn 1.he ,re~t safo cf :be oil~ 

In a letter to Co}. Francjs John~ton of 
Pbiladtlphia, dated Fort :McIntosh, Jm1e 
21, 1785, General IIarmar refers to the 
same e·vent in these words: ·' The nations 
down the river have krned and scalpf::d 
several a<lventm·er5 "·ho b.1ve s1:tt1ed on 
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the hank of the (?hio~ and the second near 

.. ~-u -• .1...., "'"" .c .:.u..t.. _,.i.~- tbe moutb. of Wb1te \\ ater. 

Wl.t ·1 · 1 f · h 1 ·t· ~ .. , 
1
1 :5oon after we lauded. the Ohio raised so 

• _1 _e tue num )er O m aoi ant:::i 0 ~ Lil€ as to overflow all tbe bottoms at the 
}li~m11s no doubt e.xJravag~ntly est1ma- mouth of the Big- Miami. Vi-"'e went over 
ted, there were operations gomg on along therefore to the Kentucky siEle, and cleared 
that r1ver by white adventur(:rS at the thirty of forty acres on a claim of a man by the 
time mentioned. Four years prior to tile name of Tanu~r, who~e son wa::; ktlled by the 
landing of ,John Cieves Symmes at the 1.ndianssome_ time afterward o~. a cr:eek which 
Jliami almost the whole bottom of that now bears bis uame. Some 111 ~e m ~a~ or 

• ' • • !,:.. t H •· June we started to go up the Big .M1am1, to 
!1ver as far north as the ~ ite O amiltoo, make what we called imoroYements so as to 
1n B~1tler county, _had b~en explored, ~nd eecure a portion of the:lan·ds which w'e selected 
openings niade with a view to pre-empnng out of the best and broadest bottoms between 
1.he be:;;t localities under the laws ot Con- tl1c mouth of tue rher and where Hamilton 
gress. This was by a. party from \Vash- now sta.nds. 
ington county, Pennsyl:m~ia, one of whom \V~ s~ilrt~d a nor!h co_ur~~ _to Wh~te Water, 
named Hindman was 1rnncr as late as suppo~m~ 1t to be tue M1am_1, we proceed up 
1846 a tew n iles from Hin~borouo-h High- the creek, but Jo~epb. R?bmsot_1 who started 

• ' ? 

1 
• • " • .B -; from the mouth or the_ M12m1 with our party, 

la~d count}. In tLe. Cmc1111:1,att .J.)1.iscellnny, and who knew something- of the country from 
€d1~ed by Char1_es C1st, we fi1_1-d a ~IJ<?rt na_r- nanng been taken priso~er w~t~ Col: Langbery 
rat1ve ot .Mr. Hmdman relatmg to Ule suo- and earned throu~h 1t. g1vmg 1l as his 
ject. He says : opinion, that we were not at tile main river. 

we made a raft and crossed the stream. having 
H?\fy f-1ther, Joh'l Hindman was a n.ith-e 11n<l l the misfortune to lose all our gnus in tb~ 

ref:ideat of L:m\!aster county, Pennsvlv1tnia, / passag-e \V~ proceeded up where Hamilton now 
whe:'t:- I was born in 1760. and at th~ ag-e is, and made improvements whemver we 
.of twenty left that nei,ghborhood for found bottoms firmer than the rest, all the 
Vlashing:ton county, where I remained four way down to the mouth of the Miami. I tben 
_y~rs. 1n the month of March, 1785, I left went up the Ohio again to Buffalo, but re
the state of Peonsykani11 tal:ing water at tLe turned rbe same fall, and found Gens. Clarke, 
·mouth of Buffalo creek with a party cousist- Butler and Parsons at th~ mouth of the Big 
in~ of Wm. We~t, John Simons. John Sept, 1 Miami. as Commissioners to treat with the 
.and old Mr. Carlin and their families. · I Indians. .Major Finney was ther13 also. I was 

• • t in companv with Svmmes when he was en-
. We_ reac?<'d Limestone ~01ut, now Y..ays-' ga~ed in fakini; the meanders of th~ Miami 

yme, m Eiafet~, where we laid by two weeks. river at the time Jobn Filson was killed ty 
fhenext Jan~m~ we !Dade was at ~he mouth the Indians." 
of tbe Bur Miami. We were the fir~t com- There is one mistake in }Ir. Hindman's 
pany tbat had landed at that place. The In- . h ,&". • o- h d f 
dians had left two or three days before we statement' t at reJernnt:a. to _t e mur er o 
landed. We found two Ind~ans buned as young Tanner by the 1ndmns. He was 
th~y were laid on the ground, a pen of poles not killed, ~ut taken _Prison~r, and aft~r
built around them. asd a new bl&.nket spread l wards pubh~bed an rnterestmg uarratlve 
over euch one. The first we found was near I of bis captivity. 


