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CITY OF WASHINGTON,
December 254, 1802.

SIR,

I HAVE the bonor ta enclose to you an Or-
dinance passed by the Convention of the State of
Obhio, wgezber with the Constitution of that Siate,
both of whick I request yoi will do me the favor
to lay before the House of Representatives of

the United States.—Very respectfully I have 1he

honor to be,

Your obedient Semam‘,

T. WORTHINGTON.

Honorable Sreaxzr of the
House of Representatives.







OF THE
TMMATMY A ADXYIITTOY .
STATE ofFr OGHIG;

DONE IN CONVENTION, BEGUN AND HELD AT
CHILLICOTHE, ON MONDAY THE FIRST D&Y
©F NOVEXMBER, A. D. ONEZ THOUSAND EIGEHT

EUNDRED AND TWO, AND O
PENDENCE OF THE TUNITED STATES THE
TWENTY-SEVENTH.
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WE the peonie of the eastern division of the ter-
ritory of the United States north-west of the nver
Ohio, having the right of admission into the ge-
neral government, as a member of the unicn, cen-
sistent with the constitution of the Uniied States
the ordinance of Congress of one thousand ever
hundred and eightv-seven, and the law of Con-
gress, entitled, *“ An act to enable the peocple of
the castern division of the territory of the United
States north-west of the river Ohio, to form a con-
stitution and state government, and for the admis-
sion of such state into the union, on an equal foot-
ing with the original states, and for other purpo-
ses;’ in order to establish justice, promote the
welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to our-
selves and our posterity, co ordain and establish
the following constituticu or form of government,
and do mutu'ﬂlv agree with each other to form

ourselves into a free and mdependent state, by
the name of the State of OHIO.

ARCTICLE L

Sec. 1. The legislative authority cof this state

shall be vested in a general asse'nbh vhich shall
cousmt of a senate and house of 1cpresentatives,
boih to be elected by the people.

Sec. 2. Within one vear after the first meeting
of the general assemdly and within every subse-
qent term of four vears, an enumcration of ail the
white male inhuebitants above tweniv-one vears of
age, shall be naade in such manner as shail be di-
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rected by law. The number of representatives
shall, at the several periods of making such enu-
meration, be fixed by the legislature “ahd appor-
tioned among the several countles according to
the number of white male ml.abifants above twen-
tv-one years of age in each, and shali never be less
than twenty-four, nor greater than thirty-six, un-
ul the number of white male inhabitants above
twenty-one years of age, shall be twenty two thou-
sand, and after that event, at such ratio that the
whole number of representatives shall never be
less than thirty-six, nor exceed seventy-two. |

Sec. 5. The representatives shall be chosen
annually, by the citizens of each county respec-
tively, on the second Tuesday of October.

Sec. 4. No person shall be a representative
who shall not have attained the age of twentv-five
vears, and be a citizen of the United States, and
an 1nhabitant of this state; shail also have resided
within the limits of the county in which he shall
be chosen, ong year next preceding his election,
unless he shail have been absent on the public.bu-
siness of the United States, or of this state, and
shall have paid a state or ccuaty tax.

8zc. 5. The senators shall be chosen bienni-
ally by the quaiified voters for representatives ; and
on their being convened in consequence of the
first election, they shail be divided by lot, from
their respective countics or districts, as near as

can be, 1ato two classes ; the scats of tiie senators
of the first ciass shall be vacated at the expiration
of the first ) yea r, and of the second class at the ex-
piration of the seco: ad vear, so that one half thereof,
as near as possible, may be annually chosen forever
th eaucr.

Szc. 6. 'i'hf‘ number of scnators shall, at the
everal 1 eriods of making the cnumeration before
nentioned, be fixed by the legisiature and appor-
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tionsd among the several counties or districts to
be estabiished by law, according to the number of
white male inhabitants of the age of twenty-one
vears in each, and shall never “be less than one
third, nor mare than one half of the number of
representatwes.

Skc. 7. \30 person shall be a senator who has
not arrived at the age of thirty years, and is a cit:-
zen ot the United btatbs, shall have resided two
vears in the county or disirict immediately preced-
ing the eclection, unless he shall have been absen:
on the public business of the United States, or of
this state; and shall moreover have paid a state cr
county tax. .

Sec. 8. The senate and house of representa-
tives, when assembled, shall each choose a speaker
and its other officers, be judges of the quahﬁcatxon
and clections cf its members and sit upon its own
adjournments, two ikirds of cach house shall con-
stitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller
number may ad jOLl’n from d“) to day, and compel
the attendance of absent members.

>ec. N Each house shall keep a journal of its
proceuhngs and publish them ; tnc yeas and nayvs
of the members, on any question shall, at the desire
Qf any .two of them, be cnf.c:rf:dl on the journa!s.

Sec. 10. Any two members of either house
snall have U:cnv to dissent from and protest
against any act or resolution which they may thmk
in] urious to the public or any individual, and have
the reasons of their dissent entered on the ] journais.

Sec. 11. Itach house may determine the rules
of its proceedings, punish its members {for disor-
derly behaviour, and with the concurrence of two-
thirds e\'pcl a member, but not a second time for the
same cause, and shall have all other powcrs neces-
sary for a branch of the legislature of a free and
indZependent stute.

B
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Szc. 12. When -vacancies happen in either
house, the governor, or the person exercising the
power of the governox , shall 1ssuc writs of election
to fill such vacancies. -

SEc. 15. Senators and reprcsentatives shall,
in all cases except treason, felony or breach of the
peace, be priviieged from arrest during the ses-
sion of the general assembly, and in going to and
returning from the same, and for any speech or
debate in cither house, the) shall not be questioned
in any other place.

Sec. 14. Each house may punish, by impri-
sonment during their session, any person not a
jaember, who shail be guilty of disrespect to the
house by any disorderly or contemptuous behavi-
our 1n thelr presence, pro*'ide"i such 1n 1prisonmulf
shall not, at any one time, exceed twenty-four
hours. '

Sec. 15. The doors cf cach house, and of com-
mittees of the whole, shall be Lept open, cxcept
in such cases as in the opinion of the house re-
quire secrecy. - Neither house shall, without the
consent cf the other, adjourn for more than two
days, nor to any cther phce than that in which the
two houses shail be sittin -

Sec. 15. Bills may ononat,, in either house,
but may be altered, .a qnendcl or rejetted by the
cther.

Szc. 17. Ev:‘:rv‘ il shall be read on thxee dif.

- ..—.--. - gt

ferent days in cach hous se, uniess in case of ur-
geney three fousths of the house where such bill
15 so depending shull deem it expedicnt to dispense
with this rule ¢ Afdevery bill b'w ng 13'155(\1 both
houses, shall be signed b} the spiakers ef thelr
respective houses. ~

Sec. 13. The stile of the laws of this state shall
ve, “ Be it eagcic by the Genzral Assembly-of
the stciz of Giial? -



( 1)

Sec. 19. The legislature of this state shall not
atlow the following officers of government greater
annual salaries than as follows, until the vear one
thousand eight hundred and elght to wit: The
governor not more thah one thousand doliars ; the
judges of the supreme court nct more than one
thousand dollars each ; the presidesnts of the courts
of common pleas not more than eight hundred éol-
lars each; the secretary of state not more than
five hundred dollars; the auditor of public ac-
ccunts not more than seven hundred and ity dol-
lars ;. the treasurer not more than four hundred
and fifty dollars: No member of the legislature
shall receive more than two dollars per day, dur-
ing his attendasce on the legislature, nor more for
every twenty-five miles he hall travel in going to
and returning from the general assembliy.

.Sxzc. 20. No senator or representative  shall,
Cu.rimr the time {or which ic shall have been elec-
ted, be appointed to any civil office under this
state, which shall have been created, or the emo-
luments of which shall have been increased, dur-
g such time.

Sec- 21. No money shall be drawn from the
treasury, but in consequence of appropriations
made by law.

Sec. 22. An accurate statement of the receipts

and expenditures of the public moncy, shall be
attached to and published with the laws annually.

Seec. 23. The house of representatives shall
have the sole power of irapeaching, but a majori-
ty of all the members must concur in an 1mpeach-
ment; all impeachments shail be tried by the se-
nare, and when sitting for that purpose, the sen-
TH '; all be upon oath or afhrmation to do jus-
tice according to law and evidence; mo person
<hail bLe convicted without the concurrence of
two thirds of ali the senators.
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Sec. 24. Thegovernor and allother civiloihcers
under this state, shall be liable to lmpfa\,hment for
any misdemeanor in office, but judgment in such
cases shall not extend’ further thanremoval from
ofhice and disqualification to hold any office cf ho-
nor, preit or trust, under this state. The party
whether convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless
be liable to indictment, trial, judgment and pun-
1shment, accerding to law.

Sec. 25. The £rst session of the general as-
sembly 'shali commence on 1he first Tuesday of
Mearch next, and forever after the general assem-
bly shall meet on the first Monday of December
in every vear, and at no other period, unless di-
rected by law or provided for by this constitution.

Szc. 28. No judge of any court of law or
equlty, secretary of state, attorney general, regis-
ter, clerk of °ny ccurt of record, sheriff or collect.
or, member of either house of Congress, or person
holding any eflicc under the authority of the Unit-
ed States, or any lucrative ofice under the au-
thority of this s*ate {provided that appointments
1n the militia or justices of the peace shall not be
considered lucrative ofices) shall be eligible as a
candidate for, or have a seat in, the general as-
sembly.

Sec. 27. No persen shall be appointed to any
ofiice, within any couniy, who shail not have been
a citizen, and inhabitant therein. one vear next
before his appointment, if the county shall | ave
been so long erected ; but if the county shali not
have been so long erected, then within the limits
of the county or counties out of which it shali
have been taken.

Sec. 28. No person who heretofore hath becen,
or hereafter may be, a ccllecter ¢r-holder of pub-
hc mmnnies, shill have a seat in either house of the
ceneral assembly, until such person shall have
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accounted for, and paid into the treasury, all
sur.s for which he may be accountable or abl=.

ARTICLE II.

Sec. 1. The supreme cxecutive power oi this
state shall be vested in a governor. '

Sec. 2. The governor shall be chosen by the
electors of the members of the general assembiy,
con the second Tuesday of October, at the same
ylaces, and in the same manner that they shall
respectively vote for members thcr°of The re-
turns of every election for governor shall be sealed
up and transmitted to the seat of government by
the returning oficers, directed to the speaker of
the senate, vko shall cp<n and p::‘.:nsh them In
the presence of a majoriwy of tiie members of each
house of the general assembly ; the person having
the highest number of votcs shall be gOVCrnor ;
Lurif two or more shall be cqual and highest m
voies, onc of tiem shall be chesen governor by
jomt ha“m of bmh houses cf the seneral 2ssembly.
Contested elections for governor shali be deter-
mined by -both hcuses of the general assemblr,
m such manner as shzll be prcscmbed by law.

um, 3. The first governor shall hold his office

atil the first Monday of December, one thousand
cwht hundred and five, and until another governor
sh_‘dl be clected and qualified to office, and forever
after the governor shall hold his office {or the term
of two years, and until another governor shail be
elected and qualified, but he shull not be eligible

more than six vears in any term of{igl-t Years.—
He shall be at ieast thirty vears of age, and have
been a citizen of the United States tivelve vears,
aund an inhabitant of this state four vears next pre-
cedirg his election.
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Sec. 4. He shall, from time to time, give to
the general assembly information of the state of the
government, and recommend to their considera-
tion such measures as he shall deem expedient.

Sec. 5. He shall have the power to grant re-
prieves and pardcns after conviction, except in
cases of impeachment.

SeEc. 6. The governor shau,-'at stated - times,
receive for his services, acompensatmn, wiichshall
neither be increased nor diminished during the
term for which he shall haVC been elected. -

Sec. 7. He may require information, in writ-
ing, {rom the officers in the executive department,
upon any subject relating to the duties of
their respective offices, and shall tzke care that the
laws Qe faithfully executed.

Sec. 8. When any officer, the right of whose
appointment is, by this constitution, vested in the
general assemb} \ shall during the recess, die, or
his office by any means ‘become vacant, the gover-
nor shall have rower to fill such vacancy, by grant-
ing a commission which shall expire at the end of
the next session of the lee*zc,nture. ' |

Szc. 9. He may, on extraordinary occasions,
convene the 'Jcneral assembly by f\md ation, and
shall -state to them, when assembied, the purposes
for which they shall have been convened.

Sec. 10. He shall be commander in chief of the
army and navy of this statc and of the militia, cx-
cept when thc*' shall be called into the scrvice of
the United Siates. :

Szc. 11. In case of disagrecment between the
two Heuses with respect to the timz of adjourn-
wment, the governor shall have the powerto adicurn
the general assembly to such time as he thinks
proper, pmvv ¢ it be not a period beyond the an-
nu 1 nieeting ¢! the legislature.
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Szc. 12.In case of the death, impeachment, re-
signation or removal of the governor from office,
the speaker of the senate shall exercise the office
of governor, until he be acquitted or another gover-
nor shall be duly qualificd. In case of the im-
peachment of the speaker of the senate, or his
death, removal from office, resignation orabsence
from the state, the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives shall succeed to the ofice and exercise
the duties thereof, until a governor shall be elected
and qualifed.

Sec. 13. No member of Congress, or person
holding any office under the United States or this
state, shall execute the ofice of governor.

Sec. 14. l‘xc"" hail be a scal of this state,
which shall te kept by the FOVErnor an d used by
him cofacialiy, und shall be called « The Grear Sezl
of the State of the Ohio.”

Sec. 15. All g'rants and commissions shail be
in the name and by the authoritv of the State of
Ohio, sealed with the scal, signed by the gover-
nor, and ccunter-signed by ‘the secretary.

Skc. 16. A secretary of state shail be apyomt-
ed by a joint batlot of the senate and house of repre-
sentatives, who shall continue in ofnice three vears,
if he shall so long bchave himself weil; he shall
keep a fair 1eouster of all ¢he ofiiciai acts and pro-
ceedings_of the governor, and shail, when requis-
ed, lay the same and ail papers, minutes and
vouchers relative thercto, beforc either branch of
the lcgisiature, and shall perform such other du-
ties as shail be assigned him by law.

ARTICLE 1L

Szc. 1. The judicial power of thisstate, both
as to matters of l-a" and cquy, shall be vested in
a suUDreme court, in un.v‘s of commmon pleas for
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eacn county, 1n justices of the peace, and in such
other courts as the legislature may, from time to
time, establish. -

-SEc. 2. The supreme court shall consist of
three judges, any two of whom shall be a quorum.
They shall have original and appellate jurisdictien,
both 1n common Iaw and chancery, in such cases
as shall be directed by law; provided, that nothing:
Rerein contamed shall prevent the general assembly
from adding another judge to the supreme court
after the term of five years, in Which case the
judges may divide the state into two circuits, with-
in which any two of the judges may hold a court.

Sec. 3. The several courts of common pleas

shall consist of a president and associate judces.—-
The state shall be divided, by law, into three cir-
cuits : “there shall be apj sointed in each circuit a
president of the courts, who. during his continu-
ance in office, shall resice therein. There shall
be appointed in each county, not more than three
nor less than two associate judges, who, during
their continuance in office, shall reside therein.
The president and associate judges, in their re-
spective countles, any three of whom shall be a
quorum, shail compose the court of common pleas,
which court shall have common law and chancery
jurisdiction in all such cases as shali be directed by
law; provided, that nothing herem contained shall
be counstrued to prevent the legislature from in-
creasing the number of circuits and presidents,
after the term of ﬁve years.

Sec. 4. The judges of the supreme court and
courts of common pieas, shall have complete cri-
minal jurisdiction, insuch cases and in such man-
ner as may be pointed out by law. |

Sec. 5. Thecourt of common pleas in each
county, shall have jurisdiction of all probate and
testamentary matters, granting administraticn, the
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appointment of guardians dpd such cther cases cs
shall be prescrlbed by lavr.

Sec. 6:  The _]udges of the court of common
pleas shall, within their respective counties, have
the same powers with the judges of the supreme
court, to issué writs of-certiorari to the justices
of the peace, and to cause their proceedings to be
breught before them; and the like right and j justice
to be done. o

Sec:. 7. The judges of the supreme court shall,
by virtue of their offices, be conservators of the
peace throughout the state. = The presidents of the
court of common pleas, shall; by virtue of their
ofiices, be conservators of the peace in their respec-
tice circuits, and the judges of the ceurt of comr-
mon pleas, shall, by virtue of their ofiices, be con-
servators of the peace in their respective countics.

Sec. 8. "Thejudges of the supreme court, the
presidents and the associate judges of the courts of
common pleas, shall be ap"o‘ntcd by ajoint ballot

fboth houses of the general assembly, and shall
hold their offices for the term of seven years, if so
long they behave well. The ju j 1dges of the supreme.
court and the presidents of the courts of ‘common
pieas, shall, at stated times, receive for their ser-
vices an ud€QL3LC compensamox , tobe fized Ly L
which shall not be diminished during their conti-
nuance in coffice, but they shall receive no fees or
perquisites of office, nor hold any other cfice of
pro{n or trust under the authority of this state or
the United States.

Sec. 9. Fach courtchall appoint its own clerx
for the term of ‘seven vears, but no person shall ke
appointed clerk except pro rempore, “who shall rot
produce to the court appointing him a certificate
frorn a majority of the judges of the supreme court
that they Judﬂml im to be well ‘qualified to exccute
the duties of the ofice of clerk to any ccurt cf the

C
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same Gignily with that for which he offers himself.

They shall be removable for breach of good beha-
viour, at any time, by the judges of the respectives
courts. |

Sec. 10. The supreme court shall be held

once a vear, in each county , and the courts of com-
ion pieas shall be holden in each: county at such
times and places as shall be preseribed by law,

Sec. 11. A competent number of justices of

the peace shall be elected by the qualified electors
in cach township in the several c«*un‘ues, and shall
centinue in oifice three years, whose powers. and
duties shall, from time totime, be regulated and
defined by lasv.

Sec. 12. The stile cf all process shail be, ¢ The
Staze of Obio;> all pro«ecx.tions shall be carried
~on in the name and by the authority of the state of

Ohlo, and all indictmients shall conclude against
the peace and dignity of the same.

ARTICLE IV.

Sec. 1. In all electicns, al ‘YI‘I‘LCI
bitants above the age of twenty-cne yea

\.—L

1ha-

o

*-*(D

“UQ FJ ‘o
U

o-f""
Pt

resiced in the state one year next ﬂrc,cc ling th
electicn, and who have paid or are chargec 1 V1 a
state or county tax, shall enjoy the r1gh; of ar
eiectcr, but no perscn shail be entitied te vote
except i the county or district in which he shall
ac*uallv reside vt tue time of the clectien.

Seg. 2. All elections shall he by bailot.

Sec. 3. Electars shall, in. all cases, c¢xcept
treason, feicny or vreach of the peace, be privileged
from arrest, caur'“g thelr atteadance at elections,
and in going to and ze.u*°r11w from the same

o

Sec. 4. '_z" ne legislature shzzii have 11 power
to exclude from the privilege of electing, or of be-

T
inx elected, auy person convicied oF bribery,
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Perjury or any ouier Infumous crime
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Szc. 5. Nothing contained in this article, shail
be so consirued as to prevent white male persons
above the age of twenty-one ycars, who are com-
peﬂed to labour on the roads of their respective
townships or counties, and who have resided one
vear in the state, from | having the right of an elec-
ter.

ARTICLE V.

Sec. 1. ~Captaiﬁs and subalterns in the militia
shall be elected by those nerscns in their respec-
tive company districts, subjf‘ct to military duty.

Sec. 2. Majors shall be clected by the captains
and subalterns of the baitalion.

Sec. 3. Colonels shall be elected by the ma-
jors, captains and subzalterns of the regiment. = .

Sec. 4. Brigadiers general shall he elected by

wic\

the col--missioned OTIErS of t'len espective
0"1(

AJ_

S.:_C. 5. Majors general and quarter-masters

*-'1 shall be appointed Dy :oint balict of both

of the legisiature.

c. 6. The governor shail aj l,01 it the adju-
ant general. The majors general shall appeint
their aids and other division staffofacers. The
brigadiers general shall appoint thelr brigade ma-
jors and other brigade staff oficers. The com-
manding officers of regiments shall appoint their
;djutants quarter-masters and other regimental

aff-ofcers; and the captains and subalterns shall
appczm their non-commissioned officers and mu-
sicians. .

Src. T.
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The cantains and subalterns of the
artiiiery and cavalry shall be elected by the perso
‘cnrc..vl 11 their rcsrccti Ve ccrps and the majors

- aile

- kR oy Z . mpn e~
and coinncis shall te = npointed In such manaer zs
N ' -~ (vﬁ 1 - re 's -~ \, 37 -
shra:i e directad LY law. 'Lhe colonels shall ap-
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point their regimental staff, and the captains aad
subalterns their non.comwmissicned ofiicers and
yausiclians.

ARTICLE VL

Sec. 1. There shall be clected in each couniy
one sheriff and one coroner, by the citizens thereof,
who are quahﬁed to vote for members of the as-

sembly ; they shall be elected at the time and
place of holding elections for members of
assembly ; they shall continue in office two vears,
if they shall so long behave well, and until succes-
SOrs Le chosen and duly qualified ; provided, that
no person shall be ehglble as sherifl for a longer
term than four vears in any term of six vears.

 Sec. 2. The state treasurer and auditor shail
be triennially appointed by a joint baliot of both
houses of the legislature.

Sec. 8. All town and township ofiicers shall
be chosen annually, by the inhabitants therec,
duly qualified to vote for members of the assembly,

t such time and place as may be directed by law.

Sec. 4. The arpomtmex.t of all civil officers,

not otherwise directed by this constituticn, shall
be made in such manner as may be directed by
law. |

ARTICLE ViL

Sec. 1. Lvery person who shail be chaesen ar
appointed to any ofiice of trust or proﬁt, under the
authority of this state, shall, before the entering

on the execution thereos, take an cath or a‘hma-
tion to support the censtitution of tiie United States
and of this state, and also an oath of office.

Src. 2. Any clector who shali rceeive any
gift or reward for his vote, in mneat, drisk, money
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or otherwise, shail suffer such punishment as the

aws shall direct; and any person ‘who shall directly
or indirecily give, promise or bestow, any such re-
ward to be ele\.tefl shall therekby be rencered
incapable, for two years, to serve in the office for
which he was elected, and be subject to such cther
nunishment as shail be directed by law.

Szc. 3. No new county shall be established
by the general zssembly, which shail reduce the
county or countics, ot ¢ cither of them from which
it shail be tak en, to less contents tharn {our hundred
sqt arc miles, nor shall any county be laid off of
css conlents.  Every new county, as to the ngh‘-;
f sufirace and representation, shall ke.considered
S 31 it of the county or counties from which i

s taken, until entiticd by numbers to the ngh’t
rc; resentation.
Sec. 4. Chiliicothe shall be the seat of go-

.l
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vernment until the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and eight.  No morney shall be raised until
the vear one thousand cight hundred and nine, by
the ‘c;xs ature of thls siaie, for the purpose of

Crectmg public buildings for the accommodation
of the Lsxszature.

Szc. 5. That after the year one thousand eight
hundred and siz, whenever two thirCs cf the gen-
cral asserably shail think i1t necessary to amend or
change this constitution, they shall recommend to
the ucctu:s, at the next electicn for members to
the general ascembly, to vote for or agﬁnCt a con-
ventien : and if it shall appear that a majority of
the citizens cf the state, \0:1'10‘ for Teprese: 1tam'ts
have voted fci a conv em on, th° gpnerd ascemblv
shall, at their next session, call a convention to
consmt of as many members as there be i the gen-

ral assembly, to ke chosen in Lc samie manner,

at the same place, and by the sume electors that
circose the generul oseer mbiv, who shall meet with-
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in three months after the said election, for the
purpose of revising, amending or changing the
constitution. But no alteration of this con-
stitition shail ever take place, so as to intreduce
slavery or involuntary scrvitude mnto this state.
Sec. 6. That the limits and boundarics of this
state be ascertained, 1t is declared, that they are
as hereafter mentioned, that 1s to say, bounded
on the East by the Penasylvania line,-on the South
v the Ohto river to the mouth of the Great Mi-
ami river, on the West by the line drawn due
north from the rmouth of the Great Miami afore.
said, and on the North by an east and west line
rawn through the vo-a‘cherh' extrene of Lake Mi-
chigan, running cast after mtersecting the due
north hine aforesaid, from thc mouth o: the Great
Miam: until it s'nuh intersect Lake Frie, or the
territorizal line, and thence with the same through
Lake Erie to thc Pennsylvania line aforesaid;
provided alwways, and it is hereby fully understocd,
and declared by this convem;on, that if the sou-
therly bend, or extreme of Lake Michigan should
extend so fur south that a line drawn due east
from it should not intersect Lake Irie, or if it
should intersect the suid Lake Lric east of the
mouth of the Bilami river of the Lake, then and
and in that case, with the assent of the Cong
of the United States. the northern ’3011!‘(1«.1':/ cf
this state shall ke stab"’- eq L., and extended to

U'}

a cirect line rupning from the southern extre Imtv
of Lake Iiichigan to t::e Josf northerly cape of

4

AR .

the Maiang u‘, ‘alter infersecting the (‘"e nerth
line from the mouth o-f e Great Miami river as
afirecaid, thenze north c9s-‘. to thie tervitorial I ne,
and by the said territorial line to the Pennsyivania

1) A}‘./.
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ARTICLE VIIL

That the general, great, and essential principles
of liberty and free government may be recognized,
and for ever unalterably established, we dCCxaI'\.,

“Sec. 1. That all men arc born equn‘zly iree and
indepencdent, and have certain natura!, inherent,
and unalienable rights, amongst which are the en-
joving and du\,‘mmg 11 and 1ib erty, acGuiring
possessmq and protecting ¥ property, and pursuing

and obtaining nzyph.e% and safety ; and every

free r—;uuncau government, being };o;::mefT on
their scie authority, and CL‘“&L;‘.ZCd for the gr
purpose of protectis 5(1”1:?1611 a dii’uerizes, and
securing their independence; to efect these ends
they have at all titnes a complete power to alter,
reform, or aumisn their government, whenever
they may deem it RECCSSary.

SEc. 52. There shall be neither slavery nor in-
voluntary s'>1'vitude in this state, otherwise than
for the punishment of crimes, w! hereof th party
shail have beea duly com. icted ; nor shall any
male person, arr ived at the age of twenty-one
vears, or femaic person arrived atthe age cf exo'hueel
years, be hcid to serve ‘-.aj. persen as a servant,
under pretence of indenture or othorwise, uniess
such person shall enter into such indenture while
1n a state of perfect fieedom, and on condition of
a bene fde consideration, received or be received,
for their service, except as before excepted.  Nor
shall any indentur -« of any negro cr mulatto here.
after made and execuied out of the state, or if
made in the state where the term of cservice ex-
ceeds one vear, be of the least \"*h\.n.,, except
those given in the case of apprenticeships.

That all men have a natnral and inde-
tc worship Almighey God, according
56

)-\

3
i omcicrf‘e; tu..t no human au-
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thority can in any case whatever, centroul or in-
terfere with the nghts of conscience ; that no man
shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support,
any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry
against his consent, and that no preference shall
ever be given, by law, to any religious society or
mode of worship, and no religious test shall be
required as a qualification to any office of trust or
profit.  But religion, morality and knowledge,
being e%emmﬂ} necessary to good government
and the happiness of mankind, schools and the
means of instruction shall forever be encouraged
bv leozalatn'e 'n’onslou, not mconsmtcm with the
hts of conscience. A -

SEC. 4. Private property ought and shall ever
be heid inviolate, but always subservzem to the
public welfare, provided a compensation in money
be made to the owner.

Sec. 5. That the people shall'l be secure in their
persons, houses, papers and possessions, - from
unwarrantable searches and seizures, and that ge-
neral warrants whereby an cficer may be com-

12nded to search suspected places, without pro-
bable evidence of the fuct committed, or to seize
anv persen or persons not named, whose offences
are not partict ﬂurl}- escribed, and without oath
cr aithrmation, are c;ar:gerous to liberty, and shall
nr‘, Ge gronted
Sec. 6. That the p meq presses shail be open
“'ld free to every citizen who wishes to examine
the proce eaings ¢f any branch of government, or
the conduct of ap}.} )11\, otacer, and ro law shall
ever resirain the right thercof.  Livery citizen has
an indisputable r 1 t to speak, write or print, upon
any submc s h hzmxs proper, beng lable for
the abuse cf h 1t v. Inprosccutions for any
publication resy the <=.«m,m.1 conaucet of men
1z i r where the meatter publish-

(]
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ed 1s proper for public information, the truth there-
of may always be given in evidence ; and in 2!l in-
dictments for Lbds, the jury shall have a right to
determine ike law and the facts, under the direc-
tion of the court, as in other cases.

Scc. 7. That all courts shall be open, and
every person for an injury done him in his lands,
goods, person or reputatmn shall have remedy by
the duc course. of law, and right and justice ad-
ministered without denial or delay.

Sec. 8. 'That the right of trial by jury shall be
mviolate. '

Sec. 9. That no power of suspending lasws,
shail be exercised, unless by the legislature.

Sec. 10. That no person arrested or confined
m jail, shall be treated with unnecessary rigor, or
be put to answer any criminal charge, but by pre-
sentment, indictment or impeachment.

Sec. 11. That in all criminal presecutions,
the accused hath a right to be heard by himself
and his céunsel, to demand the nature and cause
of the accusation against him, andto have a copy¥
thereof, to meet the witnesses face to face ;- to
nave compulsory process for obtaining witnesses
in his favor, and in prosecutlonc by indictment or
presentment, a speedy public trial bx an 1mpartal
jury of the county or district in which the offence
shall have been committed, and shall not be com-
pelled to give evidence against himself, nor shall
he be twice put in jecopardy for the same ofience.

Sec. 12. ‘That all persons shail be bailable by
sefiicient sureties, unless for capital offences,
where the proof is evident, or the presumpiion
oreat, and the privilege of the writ of babcas corpus
shall not be suspended, unless when in case of
rebeliion or invasion, the public safety may res

quirc 1t.
D
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Sec. 13. Excessive bail shall not be required,
excessive fines shall not be umposed, nor cruel
and unusual pumshments inflicted. o

Sec. 14. All penalties shall be proportloned
to the nature of the offence. No wise legislature
will afix the same pumshme'lt to the crimes of
thert, forcrery and the like, which they do to those
of murder and treason. When the same undistin-
cuishing severity is exerted agau‘st all offences,
the neople are led to forget the real distinction in
the crimes tiremselves, d.nd to commit the most
fiagrant with as little compunction ds they do the
no-mest offences. For the same reasons a multi-
twde of sanguinary laws are both impolitic and
unjust ; the true design of all punishments bei eing
to reform, not to exterminate mankind.

SEc. 15. The person of a debtor, where there
1s Mot stroug pi ecumptxoq of fraud, shall not be
conanued in »risen, afier (’.chvermg up his estate
icr ine benefit of his creditor or creditors, in suca
manier as shall be prescribed by law.

SEc. 16. No ex.post jacio law, nor any law
impairing the valiciity of contracts, shall ever be

ade, an" no conviction shall work ccrruption of
bico-, nor forferture of estate.

Sec. 17. ‘fhat po person shall be liable to be
trunsporied out of this state for any c%ence com-
miited within the state.

Szec. 18, That afreguent recurrence to the
undemental princinies of civil government, is ab.
ciute;v necessary to preserve the _bzeasmgs of li-
erty. : :

Sec. 19. Tt the peop sle have 2 right to as-
seniisie u,obtr.w., in a; eac e.blc manner, to con-
sult for therr common g'ood, to 1nstruct t 1€ir re-
preseutaiives, and to apply to the legislature for

zedres~ Of gUievVances.

r "")
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Src. 20. That the people have aright to be
arms for the defence of themselves and T the s-ata,
and as standing armies‘in time of peace are dan
gerous to hiberty, they shall not Le kept up, ard

tnat the military shall be Lept under strict suoor-
dination to the civil power.

Sec. 21. That no person in thisstate, excent

-

such as are e*nployt:d in the army . or navy of the
United States, or mi! lf“m Int actua

o c!\c\" fxox

wall A& gL LU S':“.lr: .;’ w&‘\;ﬂ-h‘ A, o
> ~ f\“" b} “i“ ~ y\"yyq;a 4+ 'r"'-f
b‘lLJeuu O CO“X gra il b RITDICHT BlIidcer Lp\, MiiitdTy
lavw.
N L] -
Sec. 22. That no soidizr, in time of peace, be

peac
quartered in any house without the consent cf the
owner, nor 1n tune of war but in the manger pre-
scribed by law.

Scc. 23. That the levying taxes by the pollis
grievous and oppressive, t C*(fu"e e legisiature
shall never levy a poll tax fer county cr state pur-
poses.

>ec. 24, That no hereditary emoluments, pri.

iGLA- -~ A

vileges or honers sha‘l ever be O'ramed or (,OII’IC‘:-
ed by this state.
ch. 25. 'T'hat no law shall be p assed to pre-
ent the poor in the several counties a u LO‘\TI:._‘I‘.'}
wnmn this state, from an equal part ‘p.‘tma e
the SChOO‘b, “ade*..ies cclicges and universw
ties wiihin this state, whichare endowed, in whoiz
or 1n p'e.rt, from the revenuc erising from the dons-
tions made by the United : maLes for the support cf
schools and colieges, and the docrs of thz said
chools, a‘adcnxes end universidies, shall be open
for the recepuon of sciolurs, students and teachers
of every grade, without any dictinction or prefe-
rence "h atever, CONirary to ke ntent for which
the said donutions were made
SEC. 26. 'ln.:c laws shall be nassed Ly the ie-

T b .

v

o ‘1 - - b g~ .s . -~ - b
gisiature, whic n shail secure 10 cach and overy
- - - - : -
-~ ~ ~ -~ sw gt .~ o - - o 2l S SV -t
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ed township which now-1s, or may hereafter be,
formed in the state, an equal participation, ac-
cording to their number of adherents, of the pro-
fits arising from the land granted by Congress for
the support of religion, agrceably to the ordinance
or act of Congress, mahno' the appropriation.

Szc. 27. Tngt every association of persons,
when regularly formed within this state, and hav-
ing given tiemselves a name; may, on apphcatron
to the legisiature, be entitled to receive letters of
mcorpomtzon to enable them to held estates, real
and personal, for the support of their school
acacdemies, coileges, universities, and for o*her
purposes.

Sec. 28. To guard against the transgressions
of the high powers w th'l we have ddcc'ated we
ceclare, tha~ atl powers, not hereby delegateu,
remain with the people.

OrmcatlCE <. Lm—

SCHEDULE

Szc. 1. That no evils or inconvericnces may
arise from the change of a territorial govemment
to a permanent state government, 1t is declared
by this convention, thaL all nghts, suits, actions,
prosecutions, claims, and contracts, both as it
respects individuals and bodies corporate, shall
continue as if no change had teken place in this
covernment. '

N Sec. 2. AN fincs, penalties, and forfeitures,
due and ow 1ng to the territory of the United Siates
north-west of the river OGhio, shall inure to the
use cf the state. All bonds exccuted to the go-
vernor, or any other officer in his official cupacity,

in the tuntcxv, shall pass over to the governor,
or the other ofacers of the state, and sheir sneecs.
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sors in office, for the use of the state, or by him
or them to be respectively assigned over to the use -
of those concerned, as the case may be.

Skc. 3. The governor, secretary, and judges,
and all other officers under the territorial govern-
ment, shall continue in the exercise of the duties
of their respective departments, until the said of-
fices are superseded under the authonts of this
constitution.

- Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws, now n
force in this territory, not inconsistent Wlth this
constitution, shail conitinue and remamn in full ef-
fect untd repealed by the legislature, except so
much of the act entitled, “ An act regulating the
admission and pra sctice of attornies and counseliors
at law;” and of the act made amencatory thereto,
as relates to the term of time which the 2pphcapf
shall have studied law, his resicence within the
territery, and the term of time which he shall
have practised as an attorney at law, before he
can ke xdmitted to the degree of a counsellor at
faw.

Szc. 5. The governcr of the state shall make
usc of his private+seal, untl a state seal be pro-
cured.

Sec. 6. The Presicdent of the convention shall
issue writs of elcciion to the sheriffs of the several
counties, requiring them ic proceed to the elec-
tion of a governor, members of the general as-
sembly, sheriffs and corcners, at the respective
clection districts ia each county, on the second
Tuescay of January next, which clections shail
be conducted in the manner prescribed by the ex-
isting clection laws of this territory, and the mem-
bers of the general assem ¥, shcrifis and coro-
ners, then elecied, shail continte to exercise the
duties of their respective offices, uniil the next

annual or biennial election thercafier , &8 prescribed
in this constitution, =nd no icnger,

g tiad






PROPOSITIONS, &e.

——_F o D——

WE the Representatizves of the peopleof the Eastern
Division of the Territory North-est of the river
Obio, being assembied in Convention pursuant to
an act of Gongress, entitled, “ Anact to enable
the people of the Ecstern Division of the Ter-
ritory North-West of the river Obio, to form «
Coastitution and State Government, and for the
admission of such siate inio ihe Union, on an
equal footing with the original states, axd for
other purposes:” And basing bad under our
consideration the propositions offered by the said
act, for our free acceptance or rejection, do re-
solvé to accept of the said propositions: provxded
the following addition fo, and modification of tire

‘said propesitions shall be agreed to by tbe Con-
gress of z’vc United States, viz.

THAT in addition to the first propesition,
securing the section No. sixteen, in every township
within certain tracts to the inhabitants thereof for
the use of schools, a like donation equal to the
one thirty sixth part of the amourt of the lands
in the United States’ milits ary tract, shall be made
ior the suppoxt of schools withmn that tract, and
that the like provision shall be made for the sup-
port of schools in the Virginia reservation, so far

as the unlocated lands in that tract will supply th
proportion aforesaid, after the iwvarrants 1ssued
from said state have been satisfied, and also that a
donation of the same kind, or such provision as
Congress shall dcem expedient, shall be made to
the inhabitants of the Connectxr ut reserve.
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"That-ail the lands which. ‘may hereafter be. pur-
chased of the Indian tribes by the United States,
‘and lying within the state of Ohio,. the one thirty-
Fl“{“’l I‘alt shall be given as 'uoreszud for the sup-
port of public schools.

_That-all lands before mentioned to be appropri-
“t\g b}' the United States for the support: of
‘schools, shail be vested in the Legislature of* this
'state.,-m trnst for. said purpose.,

'Inat not 1ess than three per cent. of the nett

proceeds of. the lands of the United States lying
“wvnn thc, hmhs of the.state of Ohlo, sold and to
be soid afier the thirticth day of June last, shall
‘be awpized in laying out roads Whhln the state, un-
der the dlI'CCdOH of the legislature thereof.

- And if the Congress of the United States shall
agree to the 2lbos dmon to, .and .modification
oi the said prepocz ions, 1t is hereby declared and
ordained, that every znd cach tract of land sold.or
tobe'sold by (,ongress from and after the thirtieth
dav of Iune ;ast, shall be and remain exempt from
any tax laid by crder or under the authority of this
stat . "'h ther for state, county, townshxp, cr-any
other purpose wh ate er, for the term of five years
after. the day of ‘.uw‘, “to be reckoned from thc date
‘of certificate of the first quarterly- ‘payment, - .

. That whereas Ccngr;s: uy a-law entitled, ““ An
‘act ant hori sirg the grant and .conveyange. of cer-
tain lands to Iohn Cleves Symmes, and his asso-
ciates;”’ passed the fifth day .of Y iay, 1792, did
authorise the President of the United States to
‘convey by letters patent unto the said John Cleves
vamcs, ‘ﬂud his asscciates, ‘their Leirs and as-
signs, a certain tract. of xaml therein described,

and did Turther auth orise the President, by the act
aforesaid, to grant and cenvey unto the said John
fieves Symmes, and his a ocgates mei” heirs

Sy
ang ass’/ns in trust, for :he TLTPC establish-

- -
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‘ing an academy, and- other public schools, and
seminaries of learning, one complete township te
be included and’ located within such limits’ and
lines of boundary as the President may judge ex-
pedient, and in pursuance therecf, the President
did convey unto the said John Celves ‘Symaues,
and his associates; their heirs and assigns, by his
letters patent, the aforesaid’ one compxe‘e towa-
ship, to be located and accepted by the governor

of the terr'*f“",? northiwest n{'ﬂ 1€ river Gm{‘- 23.‘(1
inasmuch as‘the township aforesaid has never been
located and accepted agreedble to the m'onsmn
of the said-act::

The convention recommend the followmg pro-
positions ta Congress as an equivalent for the one
complete townshwp aforesaid, to wit: The lots
numbered 8, 11, and 26, reserved in the several
townships for the future disposition of Congress,
or so many of the said lots as will amount to the
namber contamca in the aforesaid complete town-
- ship, to be vested in-the legislature in trust to and
“for the purposes for which the said township was
originally intended to be deszgnated b\ the legis-
lature of this state. ”

‘Resolved, "That T hom ‘Worthington be ap-
| pomtcd a special agent to lay the aforesaid resotu-
tion and proposxtxons before Congress, and that
-'said agent do -endeavour to px ocure the assent of

Conorress thereto. -

Pdsscd in Convéntion at Chﬂuco*he the 29th
‘,y. of November, 1802.-

YD WARD TIFFIN, Presiden

‘ of we Co Teniion.

THO ‘S LOTT Sec retary.






