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SIR, 

CITY OP' W .A.SHISGTO!t, 

December 2Sd, 1802. 

I HAV.E the honor to enclose to you an Or­
dinance passed by the Con11ention of the State of 
Ohio, together with the Constitution of tbat State, 
both of which I request yo,, will do me the fa~or 

7 J ,.. 7 TT .r D - "' to ~ay oqore t!Je r1ouse DJ .... epresent atz~es O..! 
the United States.-Yery respectfully ·I ha'Ve the 
honor to be, _ 

Tour obedient Sercvant, 

T. '\VORTHINGTON. 

Honorable SPEAKER of the(_ 
House of Representatives. 5 





CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

S'i'J.~1'E OF 

DONE IN CONVENTION, BEGU~ ASD EELD A"'! 

CHILLICOTHE, ON' !fOSu.AY THE :FIRST D4Y 

0 F :NOV E :!t! BER, A. D. 0 NE THOUS A YD E ! GE T 

HUNDRED .A.ND T'\VO, A~D OF TEE IXDE­

PENDENCE OF THE UNITED STA.TES Tlii: 

T\VENTY-SEVENTH. 





CONSTITUTION, 
, 

ac,,, 

\VE the neonle of the eastern division of the ter. 
s. .I. 

ritory of the United States north-,Yest of the river 
Ohio, having the right of admission into the ge­
neral goven1ment, as a. member of the union., con­
sistent with th~ constitution of the United States, 

., , • r ,-., -.. , , 
tne or<unance or \....,ongress ot one tnous=inu seven 
- - • , ., l ... ~r hundred. ana e1gnty-seven, antl the ln.;v or .....,cn-
gress, entitled, '' An act to enable the people of 
the eastern division of the territorv of the United 
States north-tw'°CSt of the ri ,·er Ohio, to form a con­
stitution and state gove:rn1nent, and for the admis­
sion of such state into the union., on an equal foot­
ing ,vith the original states, and for other purpo­
ses ; " in order to establish just~ce, promote the 
,velfare and secure the blessings of liberty to our­
selves and our posterity, do ordain t1nd establish 
the follou-ing constitution or for1n of goYernment, 
and do mutually agree ,vith c~ch other to form 
oursel ,res into a free an<l independent state, by 
the nan1e of the State of 01-110. 

i\RCTICLE I. 

SE c. i.. The legislatiYe authority of this state 
shall be vested in a general assembly, ,vhich shall ·- . 
consist of a senate and house of representatives, 
both to be elect eel by the people. 

SE c. 2 .. \\Tithin one yclr after the first meeting 
ot ~11·-:,. r-::-c-pn,-.,.,"1 a,s'••;-..- 1,1-- "'11'1"1 'Tl'."l•h·1·1 e,·erv '-'tll'<:A_ • l.i......,t, .1-\..,,.t.,.. "'*"'-•!A-U~.,\ u. .. 1\.. \~ ...... .1. .i. _. '-.l '..J-....i\. . ... " . f ~'t , q~nt terrn 01 tour \·rars .. an enu1,.1cr~t1c·n o a11 tn~ .. . . 

'!• ! • l 1• ? ' v;n1te ma~e 1nn.ao1t:.1nts aoove t,ventY-one yc~rs o1 
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rected by l~w. The number of representative! 
shall, at the ·several periods of making such enu­
meration, be fixed by the legislature atid appor­
tioned among the several counties, according to 
the nun1ber of ·n~hite m3.le inhabitants abo,,.e t\ven­
ty-one years of age in e:1ch, and shali never be less 
than t\Yenty-four, nor greater than thirty-six, un- ~ 
til the number of ,vhite male inhabitants above 
tn,enty-one yeai's of age, shall be t\venty t,vo thou .. 
sand, and ~fter that event, at such ratio that the 
whole number of representati,~es shall never be 
1 h - . . 't 

ess ti an tn1rtv·-!::i1X, nor exceeCI. seventv-t,vo. 
SEc. S. The representatives shall .. be chosen 

annually, by the citizens of each county respec­
tivelv-, on the second r-fuesdav of October . 

., - . 

S.ec. 4. No person shall -be a representative 
,vho shall not have attained the age of t,venty -five 
years, and be a citizen of the United States, and 
an inhabitant of this state ; shall also have resided 
~vithin the limits of the county in w·hich he s~iall 
be chosen, on~ year next preceding his election, 
unless he shall have been absent on the public :bu­
siness of the United States, or of this state, and 
shall have p:iid a s~ate or cc:.1nty tax. 

S.E c. 5. The scn:itors shall be chosen bienni­
;:illv bv· the oualified voters for re1·Jresentatives; and 

., ., i 

on their being convened in consequence of the 
first election, they shall be divided by lot, from 
their respectiv·e counties or districts, as near as 
can b~, 1nto t,·ro classes ; the seats of the senators 
of the first class shall be ,·:icated at the expiration 
of the :a.rst year, an<l of the second class at the ex­
piration of the: secc:1d ye~1s, so that one half thereof, 
2s near 3.S 

1
y1ossible .. 111.ay be ~nnua11Y chosen forc,·er 

.. ~ J 

~ ,l"'l e-eaf'~ .... .,. 
._ A J. .I. ~\,,,A • 

S ~ c,. G. "f he nu ni bcr of scaators shall, at th,~ 
c;,:c•-.•era1' '"'"' .... ~ )~ i,. of' n" --l l_- ~ .. ' a- ti-:~ r• "t t1 .. 11er·1 t"1on bcf ore 
.._, ,_ _.- 4 1' \. ~ A '-1.:) 4 .1 (.~ .,. • I J ~ 1- '- ~ J & (. • 

n1ci";tio1:~d, be fi.s:ccJ by the !c:g-islature and appor-



tion~d a1nong the several counties or districts to 
be established by la\v, according to the number of 
white male inhabitants of the age of t,\,.enty-one 
years in each, and shall never be ie$S than one 
third, nor· m~e than one half of the number of 
representatives. 

SEc. 7. No person shall be a senator "=-ho has 
not ~rri ~,.~d ~t the age of thirty y ?a.rs, and is a citi­
zen of the United States, shall have resided t\vo 
Years in the countv or district innnediatelv nreced-
.., .., J 4 

ing the election, unless he shall have been absent 
on the public business of the United States, or of 
this state, and shall moreover have paid a state or 
r nu11t~- L"l "CT "'" .,' lw.-~ • .., 

S - r-r,, l .. ,. 
.EC R I nP c;::en'ltP -:::inr hAl'S'° ,..,,,. .... e ...... -e,..o-•---• U• - ..,..,_ ._ ,.,.,._~._.., -a..1.'-L .J...&.VU '-- V4 .l p1. ::,L11~-

tives, ,vhen asse1nble<l, shall each choose a speaker 
and its other officers, be judges of the qualificutjons 
and elections cf its n1en1bers ~nd sit upon its o"-n 
adjournments, t,"t-o ihir<ls of each house shall con­
stitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller 
number n1ay adjourn from d~y to day, and compel 
the attendance of absent members. 

SE c. 9' Each h.ousc shall keep a j ou111al of its 
proceedings and publish the1n ; the yeas and n2ys 
of the mernbers, on any question shall, at the desire 
'<f any. t,\-o of then1'i b~ entered on _the jourr?a!s. 

SE c. l 0. 1\nv tw·o 1ne1nbers of eithe:- house 
~ 

sh3.ll have Eberi.y to dissent froin and r-ro!e~t 
against any a(~t or resolution n·h_ich they may think 
injurious to the nuhlic or arn' individual, ~u1<l have 

. £ -

the reasons of their dissent entered on the journais. 
SE c,. 11. 1,:a{;h house n1av dctern1ine the rules 

• 
of its proct:edings, punish its me1nbers f0r Ji~or-
derly bt.:haviour, and lvith the concurrence of t\YO­

thirc.ls expel a n1cn1ber, but not a second time for the 
sar~.~e c~iu!.;e, and shall have all other po,vcrs neces­
~ary for a branch of the legi~h1ture of a free antl 
:11·1..-:. ..... oprl-,r:t 5+-•-· ,. 
J. '-'-~ i.J\. .J.\o.l'--•_. L..;.,.t;. 

B 
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Sxc. 12. '\Vhen . vacancies happen in either 
house, the go~ernor, or the· person exercising the 
po,ver of the governor, shall i~sue ,\Tits ~f electiO;l 
to fill such vacancies. ' · 
. S.Ec. IS. Senators and representatives ·shall, 
in all cases ~xcept treason, felony· or breach of · the 
pe~ce, be privileged from arrest during the ses-
-= .......... ,..,~ + 1,r.. ,..,.'°""~~ 1 asc:emhlv ~nrt ,rt ·o-nino- to ancl ::>1.u ... ~ v1. ~1.-''-- 5 '--.u•'-'•- ~ ..... &..,_J, =--•- --- 0 ----~ - ~ .. 

returning from the same, and for any speech or 
debate in either house, they shall not he questioned 
1 n any other place. 

SEc. 14. Eacll house may punisl1~ by impri­
sonment during their session, any person not a 
-·l1.::.--l-..e- ••·110 s1u""·u11 ho gu:1~-v of d1·sre--e~~ to th~ J '-U.lU .L 1 \"'\'.1 <. ~ u'-- 1 ,._J - ~1J \.,'- .i.C 

11.ouse bv anv disordcrlv or contemn1.,tuous bchavi-
J J J 

our in their presence, provided such in1prisonmcnt 
shall not, at any one time,. e:'{_ceed t,venr:,--fo-:.1r 
hours. 
- S£ c. 15. The doors of each house, and of com­
lai ttees of the \Yhole, shall be kept open, c:{cept 
in such cases as in the opinion of the hoi.lse re­
ouire secrecy. . Neither ·iiouse shall, ,vithout the 

i • 

consent cf the other, adjouru for more than t,vo 
days, nor to any other place than that in "·hich· the 
two houses sh~ll be sitting. . 

SE c. lG. Bills 1n:ay origin~te in either hou~ie, 
but 1nay be altered, .a1nenclcd, or rejecle<l by the: 
other. . 
. S1=:c-. 17. Every-l;>~U shall be ·read on three dif-

.., -•···----- ·~----------... 
i-:.:rent da.ys in c:a~h house, ·unless in case···of ur-
2:cncv three fuu!·ths of the house ,\·here s-uch bl!l 
~, J 

is so dcpen<lie~ sh:tll deem it ex=Jcdicnt to disnens~ 
<..J . t ~ 

,vith this rult· : .:-\.hd e-; .. ery bill having passrd bot:1 
houst's, shall be s12"ncd bv the sut.akcis .ef th.cir 

. V J • 

re~;pect~ve huuses. 
SEc .. 13. The s~i1e of the la~;;·s of this st:.itc s~1a1l 

l~c,. ,, Be =, C n .... l I-: t l ~ I 1 , 1 I ,· l, '" , !. .. iJ, a c. c :.., t/ • J. ,'J e v- , , 1-z .:> ~ • tIL 1 ; s e :1 o " -o .,1 ..... ..,., • ., ... .,,,, .. , 

1 l) µ S -t ,·--:-1 P v f' () ! 1 : --: " • J r, ,. .... .,, '.I ..., J., • ~ • 
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SEc~ 19. "rhe legislature of this state shall no~ 
ailo\v the fo1lo~ng officers of government greater 
annual s~laries than as f~llo,vs, until the year one 
thousand eight hundred ·and eight, to v.-it : rrhe 
governor not more than one thousand dollars ; the 
judges of the supreme court net more than one 
thousand dollars each; the presidents of the courts 
of common pl~as n9t more than eight hundretl dol­
lars ea~h ; the secretary of state not more than 
:6. ve htinclred u·1ollars' 9 t~..... ~ ... ,.,: ~"- .n.&" T"\U hl;ra ••:-> . ) l,\., C\.U.U.1.~V.1. V&. l''U..JL.Lv "-'-'-

CQUnts not n1ore u'ran seven hundred and fiftv dol--lars ; . the treasurer not more than four hundred 
and fifty dollars : No n1cmber -of the Iegi~laturc 
shall receive more than t'.VO doUars per day, <lnr­
irig his attendance on ~he legis!ature, nor rr:ore for 
every t,v-enty-five miles he ~hall tr~vel in going t,) 
and returning fi·om the ge:atral assembiy . 

. SEc. 20. N·o senator or repi·esen1~tiv-e sI1a.!L. 
during the time for '\Yhii.:h he sh3.1l have been clec­
t~d, be ~ppointe:-d to any civil office under this 
state, ,vhich ~hall haye been created-, or the emo­
l u rnents of ,vhich shall have bee~ increased, Jur-
ing such ti1ne. · 

SE c- 21. No money shall be dra\\·n froI!1 the 
treasury, but in conseqtH.:ncc of appro11ri~tions 
1nade bv 1~,v. 

SE c. • 22 ... A.n accurate statement of the receipts 
an<l expenditures of the public money., shall be 
attached to and published ,viu"-i the la,c;s annually. 

SE c. 23. rrhe house of representatives shall 
ha,·e tLe ~ole po·,-.-er of in1peaching, but a n1ajori­
ty of aU the men1bers n1ust concur in an impeach­
n1ent ; all impeaohn1ents shall be tried by the se-

1 1 • • r h l narc, an<.L ,vnen s1tt1ng 1or t at purp~se, tt .. e sen-
a tors ~:h~!l he upon oath or affirmation to co jus­
tic~ ~ccording to la\,p and evidence ; no per::,Oa 
!-:h~1ll L~ convicted \Yithout the conc1..:r1e-r:.ce of 
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Sec. 24. The governor and all otl1{r ci vi! officers 
under this state, shall be liable to .impeachn1ent for 
any misden1eanor in office, but judgment in such 
cases shall not extend-. farther than remov:il from 
office and disqualification to hold a:iy office cf ho­
nor, profit or trust, under this state. The party 
.,Yhether convicted or acquitted, shall neYerthe1ess 
be li3ble to indictment,. trial, iud~n1ent and pun-
ishment, according to h-nv. - ...... .. 

8;: c. 25. 1'he first session of the general as­
sembly ·shall commence on the first rruesday of 
1\-l~rc-h next, and forever after the ge:q.eral assem­
blv sha1l meet on the first l\·1ondav of December - -in every year, and at no other period, unless di-
rected by la,,~ 0r provided for by this constitution. 

S:cc. 26. No J·udge of anv· court of la,v or u ., 

equity, secretary of state, attorney general, regis-
ter, clerk of 2nr court of record, sheriff or collect. 
or, merabcr of either house of Congress, or person 
holding any office under the authority of the l: nit­
ed States, or anv IucratiYe office under the au-., 
thority of this S~=-'-te (provided that appointn1ents 
jn the militia or justices of the pe2ce shall not be 
considered lucrative offices) shall be eligible ::is a 
candidate for, or have a seat in, the general as­
sembly . ., 

SEc. 27 .. No person shall be appointed to any 
office, within any coun~y, \\·ho shall not have been 
.a citizep., and inhabitant therein~ one year next 
before his appointment, if the county shall 1 ave 
been so long erected ; but if the county shall not 
have ~cen so long ~recte<l, then ,vithin the lin1its 
of the county or c9unties out of l\.-hich it shall 
have been taken~ 

SEc. 28. No person ,vho ;heretofore hath been, 
0r hereafter n1ay be, a ccllectcr Lr· hoJ(!er of pub­
he 1nn!1ies, sh:Jl have a seat in either house of the 
gen~ri:tl assen1bly, until such persoa shall h:1.vc 
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accounted for, and llaid into the t~ easury, all 
surr.s for ,~-h.ich he mav be aecountahle or liabl ~-., 

ARTICLE II. 

SE c. 1. rfhe supreme c~ecutive 1:ov;er of this 
state shall be vested in a governor . 
. SEc. 2. 1"'he governor shall be chosen by the 
electors of the n1embers of the generai assembiy, 
on the St'~or:tl rru(·sdav of o~tober .. at the same 

J . 

riaces, and in ti'-ie s~1ne 1nanner that they shall 
respectively Yote for 1nembers thereof. The re­
turns of every election for governor shall be sea1ed 
up and transmitted to the- seat of goyernment by 
the returning officers, directed to the speaker of 
the senate, ,~-1;0 shall op(:n 2~d p:!blish them in 
the presence of a majority of the rnc:mbers of e~ch 
house of the general assembly ; the person having 
the h1ghe~t number of Yotcs sh,Jl be goYernor; 
_Lut if 1.y:o or n:orc shall be equal tind highest in 
Y01es, ~nc of th~n1 sh,~ll be chose!.1 g0Yen1or by 
101nt b3llot cf beth hou~es cf the !:.:Cr.eraI 2~scrnbh-. 
~ V • 

Contested eler.tions for ~overncr shall be deter-
a 

1n;ned by-both hcusrs of the general ~s~embly, 
111 su~h 1~anner as sh~li be prescribed by la,,T. 

~Ee. 3. The £r~t goYernor shJ.11 hold his office 
until the first i\.1ond~y of Dece1nber, one thousand 
eight hundred and five, and until another go,!ernor 
shall he elected and qualified to office, and forever 
after the governor shail hold his office for the tern1 
of t,~·o years, and until ~u!other g-oyernor shall be 

~ ~ 

elected and <p!alified, but he sh:Jl not be eligible 
:?:nore than six years in any· ter1n of· l igl1t yen.rs.­
H c shall be at ieast thirty years of ~1ge~ and have 
been a citizen of the United States t,~-elve years, 
,:Ed an inhabitant of this st~te four ye~rs next pre ... 
ce<.hre: his election. 
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S_Ec.· 4.· He shall; from time to time, give to 
tlie ·gene~l assembly information of the state of the 
government, and recommend to their considera­
tion such measures as he shall deem expedient. 

SEc~ 5. He shall have the power to grant re­
prieves ·and pardcns after conviction, except in 
cases of impeachment. 

S ~ c. 6. rrhe governor shall,, at stated -times, 
receive for his serYices, a compensation, ,vhich shall 

• l, h • ,i d. . . 'I 1 d . 'I 1!e1t_ ... er .je 1ncrcaseu nor 1E111n1sn.ec.t ur1ng tile 
tern1 for ,vhich he shall have been elected. · 

SE c. 7. He may require infom1ation, in ,vrit­
ing, from the officers in the executive department, 
upon any subject ·relating to the duties of 
their respective offices, and shali take care that the 
Ia,vs b.e faithfullv executed. 

. ~ 

S.Ec. 8. \\7hen any officer, tl1e ri·ght of ,vhose 
appointment is, by this constitution, vested in the 
general asseu1by ~ shall, during the recess, die-, or 
his office· by any 1neans becon1e vacant, the gover­
nor shall ha-v~ ro,ver to-fi.11 such vacancy, by grant­
ing a con1mission ,vhich sh~ll c~::pirc at the end of 
the next session of the lee-islature. · · 

V . 

S.Ec. 9. He mav, on extraordinarv occasions, . ., .. 
convene the general a~~e1nbly by· proclan1ation, ancl 
shall ·state to them; ,vhen asse1nbled, the purposc-:3 
for '1'hich thev shall have been convened . ., -

SE c. 10. I-le sh:1ll be comn1andc-r in chief of the 
armTJr and· navv of this state and cf the militia, ex-

, J 

cept ,i-_hen they shall be c:11led into tl~c service of 
the United St·atcs. 

Sr:c. 11. In c:1se of <lisar:rccment bet,vecn the u 
-r.:, -th I • ,.. 1 • t ,,·o 1.:.ou~es \YI :respect to t 1e t1mt ot acjourn-

"!nent .. the e-overnor shall have the polver to ::tdicu?""n 
. V ~ 

1l1e rrc:neral assembI,- to such time as he thir~ks 
'J -

proper--: pr0vid:_1 d it Le not a periqd beyond ~he ,111-

J"!nal n1eeting c! the 1egislature. 



Si:c. 12 .. In c1se of the death, impeachment, re­
signation or ren1oval of the governor from office, 
the speaker of the senate shall exercise the office 
of governor, until he be acquitted or another gover­
nor .shall be duly qualified. . In case of the im­
peachment of the speaker of the senate, or his 
death, ren1oval from office, resignation or absence 
from the state, the speaker of the house of repre­
sentatives shall su~ceed to the office and exercise 
the duties thereof, until a governor shall be elected 

d t· a:: 1 an qua.t1uec .. 
. S£c. 13. ::t~o men1ber of Congress, or per~on 
holding a Dy office under the United States or this 
state, shall ex~cute the office of goYernor. 
. s E c. 14. rr here shali be a se:al cf tl1is state, 
,vhich shall be kept by .the governor ~"1d used by 
him officiaUy, and shall be called" Tbe Gr/at Sec.l 
of the State of the Ohio." 

SEc. 15 .. -"-11 grants and commissions shall be 
in the name and bv the authoritv of the State of 
Ohio, sealed ·w-ith .the seal, sjgned by the goyer-
110:r, and counter-signed by the secretary. 

SE c. 16. A secretary of s'!ate shail be appoint­
ed by a joint ballot of the-senate and house of repre­
sentatives, lvho shall contin~t in o~ce three years .. 
if he shall so long behave hin1self ,veH; he shall 
keep a fair register of all the official acts c:ud pro­
ceedings_ of _the governor., antl shall, 1~hen requir­
ed, lay the san1c and all papers, minutes and 
vouche?·s relative thereto, before either br<1nch of 
the lcgi·~iature, and shall perfor1n such other du­
ties as shuil be a5signed h;n1. by l:1,v .. 

ARTIC~LE III~ 

S.r:c .. l. The judicial po\,.-er cf this state, bot11 
as to 1natters of l~,~;- ~n.d equity, shall be vested in 
a ~l!pre111c co·Grt, i!1 t:Otil~ts of connnon pleas for 
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eacn county, in j.ustices of the peace, and in such 
other courts as the legislature may, fro in tin1e to 
time, establish. 

- SEc. 2:. The supreme court ·shall consist of 
three judges, any t,, .. o of ,vhom shall_ be a quorum. 
They shall have original and appellate jurisdiction, 
both in comn1on la,v and chancerv, in ·such cases-

. -as shall be directed by Ian,-; provided, that nothing-
herein contained .shall prevent the general assembly 
fron1 adding· -another judge to the supreme court 
after the term of fi vc years, in ,vhich ·case the 
judges may divide the state into t,vo circuits, with­
in which any t,vo of the judges may hold a court. 

SEc. 3. The several courts of common pleas 
shall consist of a president.and associate judge~­
The state shall be divided, by la\V,. into three cir­
cuits : ?there shall be appointed in each circuit a 
president of the courts, lvho~ during his continu­
ance in office, shall reside therein. ~""here shall 
be appointed in eacI1 county, not more than three 
nor less than t\vo associate judges~ ,vho, during 
their continuance in office, shall reside therein. 
The president and associate judges, in their re­
sp~ctiv~ counties, · any three of \Vhom shall be a 
quorum, shall compose the court of coinmon pleas, 
,vhich court shall have con1mon la \V and chancery .. 
jurisdiction in all such cases as shall be directed by 
lavi ; providc<l, that no~hing herein c.ontained shall 
be construed to prevent the legi~lature from in. 
creasing tl1e nun1ber of circuits and presidents, 
after the term cf five ,·ears. 

SEc. 4. 1"he judges of the supreme court and 
courts of cor11n1on pleas, shall have con1plete cri­
minal jurisdiction, in such cases and in such man­
ner as n1ay be pointed out by Ia,v. 

SEc. 5. The court of con1mon pleas in each 
county, shall have jurisdiction of all probate and . , . . . h 
test~n1cr1tary n1attc.rs, gtant111g aun1!111strat10~, t c 
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appointment of guardians and. S!.lCh other cases ~s 
shall be prescribed_ by la Yr. _ 

SE-c. 6; · The judges- cf the court of common 
pleas shall, -,vi thin· their re~pe_ctive counties, have 
the same po"rets ,v-ith the judges of the. stj.pre!_lle 
court, to issue ,vrits· of-certiorari to the justices 
~fthe _peace, and to· cause their p~oceedings to be 
broug11t before them:, a!ld the like right and jus~ce 
to be dcne. · 

SEc. 7. Th~ judges of the supreme court shall. 
by virti.1e of their offices, be conservators of the 
peace throughout the state. · The presidents of the 
court of con1mon pleas, shall, by virtue of their· 
offices, be conservator~ of the peace in their respec­
ticc circuits·, and the judges of the court of corrr-
111011 pleas, shall, by virtue of their 9:ffices, be con­
servators of the peace in ·th_eir respective counties. 

SEc-. S. '1,he judges otthe s·upreme court, tl~e 
presidents ~!:d the associate judges of the courts of 
ccn11non pleas, sh2ll be appointed by a joint ballot 
of both houses of the general 2ssernbly, and shall 
hold their offices for the ter1n of_ seven years, if ~o 
long they behave_ ,vell. rfhe judges of ti1e sup re me­
court and the presidents of the courts of . .com1non 
p1eas, shall, at stated tin1es, recei,·e for thei:- .ser­
vices an adequate con:pensation, to be fixed cy tn'-·, 
,vhich shall not be din1inished during their conti­
nuance in office, but they sh~ll receive no fees or 
perquisites of office, nor hold any other office of 
profit or trust under the authority of this st~te or 
the U nitetl States. 

SEc, 9. Each court sha~I appoint its cnvfl c1erk 
for the term of ·seven years, but no person sha1l be 
appointed clerk except Jiro tempore, ,vho shall not 
produce to the court ap-pointing him a certifi~ate 
f.con1 a 1najority of the judges of the suprcn1e ccurt 
th::it the\,. J. ud~e him to be ,Yell ·qualified to e.x('cute - '-'' 

the duties of the offi~,e of clerk to anv court cf t1~e 
C ,, 
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sa111e dignily \Yith that for ,vhich he offers himself. 
rrh~y shall be ren10,rable_for breach of g·ood beha­
viour, ·at any tin1e, by the judges of the respective• 
courts. . 

SEc. 10. The supren1e court shall be held 
once a year, in each county, and the courts of com­
inon r}ieas sha~l be holderi in each~ county at such. 
ti1nes and places as .shall be prescribed }?y 1a,v. 

SEc. 11. .r\ co1npetcnt number or justices of 
the peace shall be electecl by the qualified electors 
in each torvnship in the several counties, and shall 
continue in office three years, ,vhose po,vers. and 
duties shall, fron1. tiine to time, be regulated and 
T ~ , , l uei1nea ov ~nr. 

SE c. 12. rfhe sti1e cf all p!"ocess sha1l be, " :fhe 
· State of Ohio;~' all prosecutions sh:ill be carried 
. on in the name and by the authoritv of the state of 
Oh:o, and all indictn!ents shall conclude against 
the peace and dignity of the sa1ne. 

:\.RTICLE IV. 
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SEc. 5. Nothing contained in this article, shall 
be so construed a.s to prevent ~:-hite male persons 
above the age of t,venty-one years, _,vho are com­
pe!led to labour on the roads of their respective 
to,vnships or counties, and ,vho have resided one 

. I fj ... h •"t ,.. l year 1n t 1e state, rem n~v1ng t .. e rig.µt or (:ln e~ec-
tor. 

SEc. I. · Captains and stibalterr:s in the n1ilitia 
shall be elected by those perscns in their respec­
tiye co1npany districts~ subject to 1nilitary duty .. 

S~c 0 11:.,1~10-~ ~111lil b= elected h·u· tlv:. ~~•..,_t,_;...,s .:.. • ,... l.l ~ .1.v ..., ... "'".a. ., '-" ·- ·-.r ~-... ._. '-"-j:-' ..... 1. ... & .. 

and subalterns of th~ b:.1.tt:-!.lion. 
SE c. 3. Colonels sh~n be elected by the m«­

jors, captains and subc:ltcrns of the regin1ent. 
SE c. 4. Brigadiers g-eneral shall be elected hy 

the commissioned ofii~~rs of their r~~ pecti vc br;- · 
~a~p~ . 
b" -•---• 

SEc. 5. l\·1ajors general and quarter-m:1stcrs 
gener~tl shttH· he appointed by joint brrll0! of bo~h 
houses of the legislature. 

c:::. - " 6 Tl-.o. c-o,·e1·nor sha11 ~n·,0·1·-· --~--e n,1• ""I ~.::. '-'. • .L U'-, 6 . .. l L "'"'1 i.; .i.H .. th ,L\. .. J ~-
tant general. The majo!·s gener~i sha~l appoint 
their aids and other division staff-officers.. '1.,hc 
brig~tdiers general shall appoint their brigu.<le n1::!.-
. 1 1 J • l Jr' r,• "1-,l JOi·s anc ot 1er or1gaue stan- omcers. .ne co1n-
manding officers of regirrrents shall appoint their 
·~djutants, quarter-rnasters and other regi ~enttl 
s" aft-officers; and the captu:ns and subalterns sh:ill 
an!)ci:1t th~ir non-comn:issioned officers ctn<l n1u-

.. J. . . 
SlCi~U1S. 

Sr::c. 7. The ca!"";tains 2nd subalterns of the 
.I. 

~1rti}!ti"',- '2:id cavalrv- sha!l be elected bv the persons 
• J • 

· 1 • l - , •. l 1 . e:1~-o~~c~ ITT tne:r rcspect!Y~ ccrps, an( t ~:: n1~lJOr.s 
·1 .,... -1 c "'i , • .., c i ,. c i. ·:i : 1 r~ p .... ": n t "' ..:t • , I "1 • ,·. , .- s ,.~.i.\.... . ..., ... -.) .... 1-:J ._ .. !.: ... 1 l.,...., <•D~\.;.i;. '--u 1n st .. c 1 m~nt1 1 ~ 

I. 1. 

-:.,'l~i ')~ r1i~•, ... ,.~~c~ t .. .,. 1·1--· r·; :,,.,. 1,-,,,--e·1- ·'n"'11 ~·) !) ...... ~-A l,•;._, ....... A...., ..... !.'- ,;. .. ; ,. .. ~ -.~ • ..., ... 1..., c.o \.J.a.;. 5 :S:. ,~.i ~- -. . ~ 



( 20 ' J. 

point their rcgimentai staff, and the captains aad 
subalterns their no~1-:-con1n1i~sicned pflicers - and . . 
mus1c1ans. 

SEe. 1. There shall be elected in each count,~ 
J 

one sheriff and one coroner, by the_ citizens thereof, 
,vho are qualified to vote for men1bers of the as­
sembly ; they shall be elected at the tin1e and 
place of holding elections for mc1nbers or 
assembly ; they shall continue in• office t,-vo years, 
if they ~hall so long behave , .. -ell, and until succes­
sors be chosen and duly qualified ~ prcYided, that 
no person shall be eligible ~s sheriff for a longer 
tci'm than four Years in anv tern1 of six YC~rs. 

- J • 

SEc. 2. '"The ~tate treasurer and auditor shall 
be triennially appointed by a joint ballot of both 
houses ·of the legislature. · . s ~ ,\ 11 t ~ .L - h. rr- T 11 E c. ~- ... '"'l.l O\Vfl ana lo,1~11s.1 1p OTii.CC!""S S.,la 

be chosen. annually, by the inhabitants therecf, 
duly qualified to vote for me1nbers of the assembly, 
at such time an<l place as 11).ay be directed by ht\,:-. 

SEc. 4. The appointn1ent of all civil officers, 
net other\.vise directed by this con:::titution, shall 
be made in such n1anner as mav be directed by . ., . . . -
la\v. 

SE c. l. E ;·ery person ,vho sh3.ll be chosen ar 
appointed to any office of trust or profit, under the 
auth<.)rity of this state, shall, before tr..e entering 
on the execution thereof, take an oath or affirma­
tion to support the constitution of the United St:ites 
and of this state, and also an oath of office. 

Sr-:c. 2. ..c'\.ny elector '"-·ho shall receive any 
gift oi· re1vard for his vote,_ in 1ncat, dr;nk, mon(·y 
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-0r other'\'\·ise, shall ~-affer such puni!-:hn,ent as the 
l:i.,,_·s shall <lirect; and any person -"·ho shall directly 
or indirectly give, pro1nise or besto"\\r, any such rc­
,r~u·d to be elected, shall thcrebv be rtntlered 
incapable, for t,Yo years, to serYc ·in th~ office f.1r 
,-rhich he ,\·as elected, and be -subiect to such ou~er 
punishrr1cnt as shall be directed by h.n~.t. 

SEc. 3.. No new .. countv shall be established .. 
hr the general ~ssen1bly, ,;-hich shall reduce the 
county or cour:ties, or either of thc-r..1 fro;rr 1'rhich. 
it shall be ta1..en, to less conter:ts than f:.)ur hundred 
suuarc railes, nor shall anY countv be la~d off of 

~ - . 
1c~s cor'i.~cnts. Every ne\v county, as to the right 
of su!ira~;e ar:d repr-eseutation, shall betconsidered 
as a r~rt cf the county or_ counties from \\'hich it 
,r:1s taken, until entitled by nu1nbers to the righ_t 
of rc1~rcsentation. 

SF. c. 4. ChiHicothe shall be the seat of 2"0-
0 

,.-crnn1ent l~ntil t1:e year- one thousand eight hun-
dred and eight. No money shall be rai~ed until 
tl:e ye:.1r one thousand eight hundred and nine, by 
the !cgislature of this st~te, fer the purpose of 
erecting ptiblic buikliugs for the ~tcco~:n1o<lation 

" 1 l .. , 01 t .. 1e eg1s1ature. 
<;:-,.. ·s r1-:-,l1 "'t artcr tl,~ "t-e"" ...... CJ ... P t,"',....l'S""·1,1 e·1g1 ... ~ 
1...,; .t:. '-. • • •"'- i" 1.J'\.... J ~u. -'-- .l.1.'-' • u.i u i1~ 

hundred and six, Yrhenever ty;.:-o thircs cf the gen­
c.ral assernbly ~h.111 think it necessa;·v to amend or . . 
change this constitution, th.ey shall recomn1end to 
·1 • 1 J.. l • I' 1 t 1e <:teeters, at tne nexL e1ect1on 10-r n1emoers to 
the general 2.s~en1bly, to vote for or against a con­
Yention : and if it shall appear that a majority of 
the citizer~s cf the stri.te, voti!1g for r~presentati, .. es~ 
ha,·e Yoted fer a co1Yrention_ the g-e1i.era.l assemb1v 

, u -
5hall, at their next session, c:all a conver..tion to 
consist of as raany n1En1bers ::-is there be in the gen­
c-ra.l assen1 bly-, to l:e chosen ia the san:..e manner, 
··t· tl,,:,. ,.,..,·"'1e p1 

... ,..e· ··t-c1 b-..- t1'~ ,·-n--e e'ec .. ors that ~t .. ;c: ....... u.. - i<.l\. ·., u. l t : .UC: ~'-l ~.. .: l. 

7 1 .. . - 1 • l 11 • l encase t 1c s-e1H.::r~~~ ~~~~nlSi~-, ,v;.;.o sr:~ ... t n:eft \YIL.l-
'-' ... -
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in three months after the said election, for the 
purpose of revising, an1en<lL-,g or char1ging. the 
constitution. But no alteration of this con­
stitition shall ever ta}::e place., so as to introduce 
slavery- or involn!}tary servitude into this state. 

S 6 TI 1 1• • l T d • r " · E c. • 1at tne 1n11ts ana coun ar1es 01 uu.s 
state be ascertained, it is c!echrred, that they are 
as hereafter n1entioned, tl1at is to say, bounded 
on the East by the Pennsyl ·va:."1ia line, -on the South 
bv the .Ohio ri\~er to the n1outh of the Great 1Vfi-., . 

~uni river, on the ·rv-est by the l;nc dra11.-n due 
north from the r;_1ou th cf the G:rcat lVli~mi afore .. 
said, and on the North by :J.n east and ,vest line 
drawn through the southei·ly extren1e of Lake l\tli-
h. • f'. • • 1 1 c 1ga.n, running east a1ter 1ntcrsectiag tne nue 

north line afo~es3.id, fro111 the 1~"!outh of the Grca t 
l\iia1ni until it shali intersect L:ike ::Erie, or the 
territori~l line, ~1nd thence "iYith the san:e through 
Lake Erie to the Pennsylvar.:a line r.forcsaid; 
provided al,vays, 2.r~d it is hereby fu!ly undcrstocd, 
and declared bv this convention, th:1t if the sou-

• 
therly bend, or e:~tren1e of Lake l\lichig:1:1 should 
extend so fur south that a line dr~nva due east 
from it should i-~ot intersect Lake 1◄:rie, or if. it 
should i1,ttrsect the s:iid L2ke Eric east of the 

l ,. , ~ ,r• • • . -. f 1 T .. h ., mout.1 er tne i-.:..11am1 rive:: o t!le .uaKe, t c:.-1 ar;n 
and in thG!t cr,se~ ,vith the a~sent of the Congress 
nf the United Stntes_ the northern bounc1arv cf 
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... ,\.RTICLE VIII. 

That the general, great, and essentral prirrciples · 
of liberty and free government_ may be rec~gnized, 
and for ever unalterably estabiished, ~~e declare, 

Sr:c. 1. That all men arc born equally iree ancl 
independent, and have certain n1tural, inherent, 
and unalienab!e rights, amongst ,v-hich are the en­
joying and defendii1g life and iiberty, accru~=-ing~ 
possessing and protecti1~g p1·operty, and pursuing 
and obtaining h~ppiness and safety ; and eYery 
"" .,... T • r- 1 l tree rel.,uuucan gov~n1mcnt, ce1ng 1c:.!11c1ec. on 
their so1c authority, and crgan!zed for the great 

f • T • • , l "1·1 • l 

1 ... l.,. .... ,oc::"" o nro"-t!">~t1,' c;~ t1•1p.J :• -.110-11-:-<::: •1·1u • , .-.e::,,, .. •l~ e=-~ .:;. .. u~ 
J IL l'' OJ\- 11 ..._,\.,._ •£;:, '- -&. Q ~_, ~l --..v-.&. J.-'-', '-4_.._ 

securinP- their ind~Dendcnce; to eucct these ends, 
~) L 

thev have at all ti1nes a co;:nn!ete po\".-·er to alter, 
., 4 

refo;-n1, or aboEsh their goyern1nent, ,vhenever 
. (...,; 

they n1ny deem it necessary. 
SEc. 2. 1'here sh~ll be neither sla:verv nor in-., 

voluntary servitude in this state, otheri;·ise than ., 

for the punishment of crimes, ,Yherecf the party 
shail have been duh'" convicted; nor shall anv 

~ -
male person, ~rri ved n.t the age of t,venty-one 
years, or fen1a1c person arrived at the age of eighteen 
,·ears, be held to serve a11 .. - •1::erscn as a ~ervant .. 
~ - . 
und<...r preten~e of ind.eiltui·e or othcrv11-1se, un1ess 
slich nerson ~h21l enter into such indenture ,-ihi1e 

.1. 

in a state of perfect freedo1n, and on condition of 
a bcna fide co-:.1sjderatio!1, received or be receiYed" 
ior thelr scrYice, cs.cc1:t as before exce~)ted. Nor 
shall any ind en turc of ~ny negro or Inulatto here -
after n1ade and execu:ecl out of the state., or if 
made in the state ~vhere the term of £ervice ex­
ceeds o:ne year, be of the least Y:.lidity, exce:-pt 

l • • ,. f . 1 • L1ose FlY~n n1 the c~se o 2:1J~l_re,":.t1cesl11ns. 
•' L 

C' - C"' r-;,1 "I l "I • d • ..l 
i.') E c . .J. J. nat au. men nave a n~1t~1rat an Ince-

,. ·b 1 • 1 l. .. l • l G ...J ~· ~L·as1 .e r1gnt to \Yo~-s ~1p .f\..1n1~g 1ty ou, accorGing 
., f" ·• • l 1-to tne '-l1c~_:.i.~Cs ct consc1c~ce ; tnat no 1iun1aa au-



l 
\ ' J 

h .. . , 1· J t or1ty can 111 any c:ise l\Tnatever, ccntrou ol.' nI..: 

terfere ,Yith the rights of conscience ; that no n1an 
shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support, 
any pl2ce of ,vorship, or to n1aintain any n1inistr:,r 
against his consent, and that no preference shall 
ever be given, by lal\;-, to any religious society or 
mode of ,vorship, and no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification to any office of trust or 
profit. But religion, morality aad kno\"vledgc,. 
being essentially necessary to good government 
and the happiness of 1nankind, schools and the 
1neans of instruc~ion shall forever be encouraged 
by legislative proYision, not inconsistent ,,,.ith the 
rl .. o·htc of C1 ""1'"\S-"; 0 n1 Ce . b .... ~ .z. VIL V.l\.... .. • 

SEc . .tf •• Private pro1Jcrty ought and shall eYer 
be hehl inviolate, but ahvays subservient to the 
public vv-ei.fi1re, provided a compensation in money 
be made to the Olvner. . 

SE c. 5. 1.,hat the people shall be seci1rc in their 
persons, houses, papers· and pcsscssions, · fron1 
un\varrantable searches and ~eizures, and that ge­
neral ,,;arrants 1-rhereby an officer n1ay be con1-
n1anclc<l to search suspected places, lvithout pro­
bable eYidence of the fi1ct conn-µittec1, or to seize 
any person or persons not nan1ed, ,>;.:hose offences 
are not particul~rlv described, and ,vithout oath 

~ ~ . 

or affirmation, are dan£:erous to libertv, and shall 
~ ~ 

n r."" :..,. •.:. o-..... ,.. n t .:·• (1 
_. .._,:... vC: ~·-···.!• ,_1_ .. "- r. 

(..,J . 

SE c. 6. 1,h~tt the rrinting presses shall he opca 
1 .r.. • • . ' • h . 8nc 1ree to every c1~1ze:n ~veo lV1s 1Cs to exan11ne 

' 1· ,. b , ,. tne l1}rcc~ec,1n~s 01: ~lnY r:1ncn or govern1nent, or 
~J . - t. 

the conduct of any pnb1ic officer, and no la,v ~hall 
. 1 • ., , r r.· . . l ever rtstra1n t.·!c .n~nt t11ercoJ. J.' .. verv c1t1zen 1:Js 

"./ ~ 

a-:1 ;1 .. ,1·1s....,u1·-•!--J,-c,. r:c-1,f- lo s1--e.--. 1- \·l(·r1~e o- pr·111t t--no,, 
• .a. J.I...L 1., .. c.lJ .. ._ .l;:, ii. - • .' t. .. !'L, ·~ .-. J.. , liJ •• 

~n}'" ~ubject ns he thinks pror,cr, ·being liable for 
tbe 3bu~e cf tli;!t li~erty. In prosecutions for any 

l J • - • l CT' • t l ,. 
fill .J~ICatl:J!1 resrccting t ... 1C (:li!~l~i.1 CG!iC.1Uct 01 ffic_>fi 

•Tl" r·•1.!-~: ''T""r:i • r' .,.,.l,-,-.c.. tl,_..., ... ~t("'-r bl• -1-. 1. • .:.:? ,:,.u.J .. l~ C',t.J~~,_1-:.."\ ~ vf ,\ 1H .. !'- d:. ... lTI'-,'· ...... f-U llS 1-
- - J. • 
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eel is proper for pubiic information, the truth there. 
of may al,vays be giYen in evidence; and in all in­
dictments for libels, the jury shall have a right to 
determine the Ia ,v and the fucts, under the (hrec­
tion of the court, as in other cases. 

SEc. 7. That all courts shall be open, and 
e,rery person for an injur.y done him in his lands, 
goods, person or reputation, shall have remedv bY 
the due course_ of la~-, and right and jus~ce' ad­
ministered \Vithout denial or delay. 
. SE c. 8, ·rhat the right of trial by jury shPJl be 
inviolate. 

S~c. 9. That no power of suspending laws, 
shall be exercised, unless by tlie legislature. 

SEc. 10. 1"hat no person arrested or confined 
in jail, shall be treate<l ,vith unnecessary rigor, or 
be put to ans,ver any criminal charge, but by pre­
sent1nent, indi_ctment or impeachment. 

SE c. 11. rrhat in all criminal prosecutions~ 
the accused hath a right to be heard by himself 
anu his counsel, to deman<l the nature and cause 
of the accusation against hira., and to haye a copy 
thereof, to meet the ,Yitnesses face to face; · to 
have compulsory process for obtaining ,·rhnesses 
in his favor, and in prosecutions by indictn1ent or 
prese1itment, a speedy public trial by an imp2.:-tial 
jury of the county or district in \\·.hich the offence 
shall have been con1n1itte<l., and shall not be con1-
pelled to give evidence against himself, nor shall 
lie be t,vice put in jeopardy for the ~ame offence. 

SE c. 12. rfhat all persons shall be bailable by 
sGfficicnt sureties, unless for capitai offences, 
,vhere the proof is evident, or the presumption 
great, and the privilege of the ,vrit of habeas corpus 
shall not be susp~nded, unless "·hen in case of 
rebellion or inYasion~ the public s:1.fcty may re~ 
quire it .. 

D 
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_SEc. lS. Excessive bail shall not be required, 
excessive fines shall· not be imposed,. nor. crue~ 
and, ~nusual punishments inflicted_- . . _ - · 

S£c. 1~. All penalti~s sh~l be proportioned 
to the nature of the oftence. No ,vise legi~lature 
'"·ill affix the same punishment to the crimes of 
thert, forgery and the li~e, whi_ch they do to those 
of 1nard~r an.d treason. \Vhen the same undistin­
guishing severity is exerted against all offences, 
the people are led to forget li"-ie real distinction in 
the crim~s then1selves, and t<:> commit_ th~ most 
:nagrant \vith as little con1punction as they d9 the 
lightest off.ences. For the same reasons a_ multi-
1ude of _sc:tnguinary la\\'"S are boL.¾. impolitic and 
u...rijast; t~e true design of all punishments being 
to reforn!., :!lot to exterminate n1ankind. 

S.z:c. 15. The person of a debtor, ,vhere there 
is n·ot stroug presumption of. fraud~ shall not be 
~ont1nued_ in· ;1rison, after delivering up his e;;tate 
for tht. benefit of hi.s creditor or creditors, in suci 
manner as shali be prescribed by la,v. 

SEc. 16. l"~o ex //Jost Jracto la\v, nor any Ja,v 
in1pajring the validity of contracts, sl1all ever be 
m~dc, a~d no conviction shaii lvork ccrruption of 
b;co:-1 1,or forfeiture of estate. . 

C' . 1- ,..--.. 1 1 .. b 1· .. l b 0Ec. :. inat no pcrsoa s.t1a11 e 1an.e to"'~ 
• .,. "-.. ~. c-. n· tr;.tu~.por,.eu out 01 tn1s state J.Or anv o.:.1ence com-., 

-.. 1 • , • 'T 

1r11.:ttu '""' 1:nE1 tne state. 
S:zc. 18. rfh~t a freauent recurrence to the 

.1. 
,... l 1 • • ., · .. ._ • • 1 • 1ar~z.,~n?.e.11ta1 pr1nc1p1es or c1v11 government, 1s ab. 
sei!.ltely r!et~ssary to preserve the _blessings of Ii-., 
Llerty. _ 

~ ~ () ,.. • .,"! l . 1 } . 1 u.Ec. 1 ~-- 1.ilat t...~e peop e 1uve a rig 1t to as-
sen1Lle togetI1er, in a ·pe~ceable manner, to con­
su'it ior their COi1i111oa good, to- instruct their re­
pre~c11tit::i ve:s, a.ad to an11!v to the Ic~i~lature for 

. 4 A • ~ 

1·e·l1·es:..: o~· r,,_.:r-,,.~,·1•'\c 0 •• \.. .... l ~· L ... "~ le. '-~• 
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SF.c~ 20. That the people have a·right to be:ir 
arms for the defence of themselves and the state, 
and as standing armies :ii1 time of peace are dan­
gerous to liberty, they shall not Le kept up, and 
that the military shall be kept untler st,ict su~vr­
dination to tl1e civil pon;-er~ · 

SEc. 21. rfhat no pcrso~ i:1 thi5 sta1:e, c:::~e~t 
such as are employed in the a.rn1y. or navy of th~ 
l TJ n·1te(l s~a .. es r ·r f-i--i • ~, ~ ..... , -n " -">-•r; ~ i;-~ •. .-n i ... ~ .. ~ "' , 0 1111..1 ..... u.. l.u. ~--·i.\..1.a.1 S--i. # ,C· ..... , ..;h"'4 .. -i. •• -

. lt-.J•e,._+-.... - l ,i ,· ... 1 .. , • ..,...,. .., ,,1~ .... +·n~ :t: •. ~_,_., Sl L 'I.,&. ~o corpo1 a pul.a.lSlhTI.c.r1. .. \.U.L-_LC.L ~ -v ffi.La ..... u. ! 
laY';. · 

S -c- ')-=l That -r.o "! .-1 • ,"3•• • " t· .,,...,Q ,. ...... ~ .... ..... e l-..n 
,I;. C. -~- 1 J..1 sos.~!!..., .. ., 111 } _, .. \,., OI iJ"-"-'-!.., , '-''"' 

t d . l . 1 h + ~ .... , quar ·ere 1n any 1ouse '''"1tncH:t t1 e consen'" CI tne 
. " l . , O\Yiltt, ncr 1n tun~ or \;-ar )U t 1n t,.1~ 1nz;.nr:er p-re-

scribcd bv la ,v. 
-.. • r ,y t • 1 . h ~y • 

~cc. 23. I .. 1at t.l1e lc-YY1~1~ taxes LT, the DCii ::.s 
., •J ., .1 

~rievous and oppressi,~e" tbe!·c.:fore the le'.?:islatu;-e 
V ~ ~ 

~h" 11 I"'~\!PT" ]e,.,., a 1)011 t'~ 'p {r, ... cour:"•r r- s·~~e f,",:r V ,-l,1, ~'-" \...&. • A. ""4.-•,l.'-,l .... .-l'\ -.l ... -..c..L 1 -...:.~-

• • 
poses. 

SEc. 2,t. 1'hat no heredi~arv erno1n~·~~ts:- pri. 
vilegcs or ho:1ors shall evei be gT:intetl or co:1!~~. 
ro!"l b ... - t~n·1s s~·at-n 

\....,1 " '-' '-""' • ., 
SEC. 21. rr ha.t 110 la,v shall be p2ssed to pre-

't_-o•,•L t1"'e •)QA- ;.l the se~rPi•n 1 "ou·"'"'~ ,U•' "'1 ... Cl1 .£.l◊"f-.-1"'(;:'-.inc \ \..1.. Ao.I. l. '""1 J.l ._ " ....... ,:.- \., ,1.~1~ Q .L \" ._ ...... j ... .;:> 

,vithin this st,tte, fro1n an eq~al parti~ip~~.t:on ~E 
the schools, acaden~es, colie~es anc.l univer~!-....... 

• • l • h. l • b .. d • l .. ties ,v1tn1n t1 1s state,-v11·iuc .Lare encto,;-e , 1a w 10~~ 

or in pa.rt, frcnn the revenue r:.rising_fron1. the don:i-
• , 1 l u· l'"' r 1 ,.. t,ons mJ.(tC )Y t.1e n1tec. :,ta~es .1Gr tne su~port 01 

1,.•r-

111or."'1~ .,l"'{l C' ... l1cr .. cs "nrl 11 "'e c1 onr5 ot"" •°!,p 5.-i~('t ,.j\..• u J , .. ' V l -~- , ,~. -...1. .i.. l VA. ll....... , .... •> . 
schools, aca.dcn1ies ~ncl .uniYert;i~ies, ~hall be open 
f ., • f • °' l • , ,..... t11e -eren-f- 1 011 O <..:C "o:··r~ 5tna~1,+-- rinr• t(•~.,~~,~,-"-

'J 4 1 ..., l 1..1. v 1. ... .... .J, ... 1.... ~ .1 .. ;:> '4J.•\..t ---• .. '-- ·-

of every grade, ,vithcut any c:~i!.tinction or rrcf~­
Tence ,~·h1teYcr, contrr,.rv to tl-.e intent for ,, h:.t::"!. 

<I 

the said c.lon:.ttions \Yere raa<le. 
SEC 9o~ 1.,111· 1 t l·t\··s s·· 1"·-: 11 l·:r.a. 

• ,,.,.,1 • ....._ , " , l1.......,,1 i' '-'"' 
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ed township ,thich now- is, ~r may he~eaftcr be, 
formed in the_ state, an equal p~rticipation, ac. 
cording to their nun1bt:;~· of adher~nts, ef the pro­
fits arising from the Ian~ grant eel by C(?ngress for 
the support of religion, agreeably to the ordinance 
or a~t of Congress, making the appropriation. 

SE c. 27. 'rh~t every association of persons, 
y~·hen regularly formed ,vithin this state, and hav­
ing g'iven then1selves a nam~; may, on application 
to the legisl~t~1re, be entitled to receive letters of 
incorporation, to enable the111 to hol<l estates, real 
and personal, for the support of their schoo1s, 
academies, coUeges, universities, and for other 
purposes. 

SEc. 28. To guard against tp.e transgressions 
of the high po,rt:rs "·bich ,ve have delegated, ,ve 
<leclare, that . all powers, not hereby d~legated, 
r~m~n ,vjth ¢e Feople. 

SCHEDULE 

SEC • .I. That no eyils or inconvenicr;ces n1av 
. J 

arise fro1n the change of a terrhori;1l gover11111ent 
to a per1nanent state government, it is declared 
b h. . 1-.. 11 . h . . y_ t 1s conve11t1on, ti ... at ~h. r1i ts, suits, actions, 
pros~c1Jtio1~s, clai-a1s., and contracts, both as it 
respects ipdi~'iduals and bodies corporate, shall 
continue as if r~p change had taken place in this 
gov(;rnment. · 
· ~EC:- 2 .. All finc_s, penalties, and forfeitures, 
due and av.ring tc the territory of the United S1.ates 
north-,vest of the river Ohio, sh1ll inure to the 
use cf the state. 1\.ll bonds executed to the go~ 

. u 

verRor, or any other offic.er in his official cap:.1city, 
in the tcrr1t1Jry, ~hall pass over to the ~ovt rnor~ 
Or tlle 0 .. ·1·--.!-r· oi·~ t' '-·r· · or ~ !, "" c:•a"·e· ... ·"' c.1 +IH• ~ ~- s•1," ,...,.,.I.! . _ ... 1-:- lJ..1-\... . ..) 4 t. .. .1._,. -'"- " ' ,~ ... 1 t-. .a.'--•"" t '""\....,"\.-J .. 
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sors in o~ce, _for the use· of_ the state, or by him 
or the~ to b~ ~espectively assigned over to the use -
of ~ose conc~m~d, as the c~se may be. 

S£c. 3. 1~he _goy·ernor, secretary, and judges, 
and all other_ officers under the territorial govern­
n1.ent, shall ~ontin9e in the exercise of the duties 
of their respective departments, until the said of­
fices are superseded under the authority of this 
.constitution .. 

. S£c. 4 .... -\11 la,v_s and parts of la,vs, now in 
-force in this territory, not inconsistent '"'~itt\ this 
constitution, shail coiitinue· and remain in full ef­
fect unti-l repealed by the· legislature, except so 
much of the act entitled, " J\.n act regulating the 
.admission and practice of attornies and counseliors 
~t la\~~·;" and of the act 1nacle amendatory thereto, 
.as relat~s to tl?-e term of tirne ,vhich t.i~e applicant 
shall have studied la'\\,., his residence ,-rithin the 
territory, a:cd the term of time l\·hich he shall 
h~ ve practised r.s rill attor~ey at l~ ,v, before he - -
,can he [~dm 1ttcd to the d~gr-ee of a counsellor at 
ta,T.,. 
.1 - \ • 

' 
SEc. 5. TI'he governcr of t!:e state shall make 

11sc of his 11ri v2t~ '"~eal, until '1: ~tate seal be pro-
c_ured. · 

S.E c .. 6.. The 1--,r.esident of the convention shall 
-iss\le ,vrits of el<:ci.ion to the sheriffs of the several 
counties, requiring thtm · to· proceed to the elec­
tion of a gov<:"rnor~ n1~n1bers of the gent-ral as­
sembly, sher~f[; ,~r!.d co:rcners, ·at the respective 
election districts ir1 each county., on the second 
_Tuesday of JanuQry nest, ,vhich elections shail 
be conducted in the m~nner prescribed by the ex­
isting cleclion hni:s of this territcry, an<l the n1em­
bers of the general assen,bly, shc:rifs and coro­
ners, then elected,. sha_H continnc to exercise the 
duties of their r(>~pec-Ji,:e office~, until the next 
annual or bicnui:11 tJecti.on thcrc,Jter, ~~s prescribed 
in th:s conc ➔ it1-t;o~1 ---nr1 ,~o ~r.nc-c-- J.l 1....-t. .... ~ ..... , :.. .... -1 A• l....;..t-t:), •• 





PROP.OSITIONS, &c. 

JlTE tbe Representatirnes of the peopleoj-tbe Eastern 
Di~ision of the 'Territory Nortb-l?"est of the ri:oer 
Ohio, being assenzbled in Conr:cention pursuant to 
an act n f Congress., entitled, " "'4.n act to enable 
the people of the Eastern Di11ision of the rer­
ritory 1Vortb-lVest of the ri~er Ohio, to form a 
Co_nstitution and ~)tate Go~ernnzent, and for the 
adnzission of such state into the U.7!ion. on a;z 
equal footing with the original states, a;id for 
other purposes:" And ha)jing bad utzder our 
consideration the propositions offered b)' the said 
act, for our free acceptance or rejection, do re­
sol-oe to accept of the said p1·opositions: provided, 
the follo1.vi116 addition to, and nzodificatian of tbe 

· said propositions sha}l be ag·reed to by the Con­
gress of tbc United States, vii. 

THAT in addition to the first ptopcsition, 
securing the section No. sixteen, in every to,Ynship 
,vithin certain tracts to the inhabitants thereof for 
the use of schools, a like donation equal to the 
one thirty six.th _part of the a~ourit of the lands 
in the lTnited Statts' militarv tract, shall be made 
for- the support of schools ~,-ith1n that tract, and 
that the like provision sh~U be mac!e for the sup­
port of schools in tl1c Virginia reserv,ition, so far 
as the unlocated lands in that tract ,\-ill supply the 
proportion aforesaid, after the ,varrants issued 
from said ~tate h::rve been s~tisfied, and also 1 h3.t a 
donation of the s1me kind, or such provision as 
Congress shall <lcern expedient, shall be n1~1<le to 
the inhabitants of the Connrcticut' rescr,·e. 



_-.-rhat-all t~1e lands ,vhjch_-.may.here..1fter be.pur­
. chased_-of -the _Indian tribes bY. the.United States, 
, and ly}f!g v{ith·i~~ ~1e state of Ohio,. the one thirty­
-~ix~;1 pa;'t _sh2:ll- f?e gi_v~n. as aforesaid for the sup-
p~r{ of -p·µJi!ic; ~~_li(?O~~-, _ -

-~.-~J~hat·all)ands __ p~for~_ ~entioned to be appropri .. 
?ite~ -b3~-; th~ :~niteµ: -Sta~~s for the support; of 

· $.choo~s,-:-~~ail be y~tt!d-h~:~he Legislature of. this 
· st3:te~-~}n ._t!1!~t _ _for; ~~d: p~ose.-: _ 
- ~1.--hat- riot less than ,three: ~p_er cent.- of the nett 
proceeds .of.= the·_ ,'4~ds·-_--of .tl1e United States lying 
· ,vithin the· limits. of the.state_o( Ohio, sold and to 
be s~}d . after th_e thirti-<;th ·day: of June _ .last., shall 
he a1)pli.~J in laying_ out .ro~ds :wi:thin the. state, un­
der the direction of the lc2""islature thereof. 

. .._,. . . .... 

- Ai:1cl if- th~ ~ongress of. th~ _United States shall 
~6'Tee ~o th~ .ub9v~ a<l~J~~o~. to, . ,~_Ild . modification 
of tp~_ ~~i~ P!Pl}<?Si~i<?~1s, . i_t is he_reqy:_ 9e~lared- and 
ordained, that ever-,~ and ~acl1 tract of land sold.or 
tq J>e ·sol~l. by ~'-?ngres·~, fro:ui and _after }he thirtieth 
,-~ay· of Jtin~_last, _sJ;~ll ~~ _an_d r_en}~~:fl ~~empt from 
anv tax laid b,~ orc~er or under the authoritv of this 
• ., '. ,,,. ·• .• -·· (, ·,·· el~ 

stat·e~ _ :\vh~thc:r for_ ~tate,. coupty ,' t~:nr#ship, , ~r'-any 
_othc;r purpos~ \,"h~t~vcr, fer th~ _terip of fiye_ icars 
.after. th~ day .of s~_1e., · tp ~e reckoned from the date 

_ of c_~rtjfic_at~ ~f tf!e f;rst ql::~~~;rl:y:paym~nt! : . :- · 
_ : ~ J""J:i.at wJ1e;re~~ _C_9ngr~ss by a-l;JTir eI!titled, "-A~ 
. ac~_ P:tit?oris~rig. t!1e grant -a~1d., c~n1-;cyati~e. of:· ~.er -
tai~ lands· to John C~evcs Symrpes, . ancl . his_ asso:­
ci~te_~/! pas~ed·:~~~-- ~_fi:h .day_.of.May, ·i,P2,: did 
authoi·ise the President . of the United States to 
conve3~ 9Y ,~t~~rs p~te~~t unto. the said John Cleves 
Syinn1e:5~ _ and._ ~i_s '1S~pciates,: :t_heir hei~'S and as­
signs, a· ·certain tract. of land therein descr~bed, 

u . . . 

and did further ·authorise tl1e President~ by 1.he act 
_~f~re~~id, to g-rant ~t1<l··_ccnvey unto the s·aid Johr~ 
(:zey,~s Syn1 ;}1es, ancJ his ·~sscciates, their heir::i 
an(~ --•-.c-= ·.-r-:~ 1P tr•,st f'o..: tl--e .f?"""' .. )Q,/'3 0~ e,~~ ... bl;~h-

C'.t J:;.. :_; ~;..:, ._~J. • l:l ' .&. • 1.~J. •.,.It 1 _:-'- .i. ._. HI. lv 
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• ing an a~ad~my, and -other public schools·, and 
sen1inaries of learning, one complete township te · 
be included and· located, ,vithin such limits·.-and 

: lines- of boundary as the fresident _may judge ex­
pedient, and in pursuance thereof, the President 
did convey unto the said John Celyes ~symmes, 
and his associates, their- heirs and assi~s. bv his 

• • - --t..1 :-. -

-letters patent, the ·ar~resaid. one complet(r town-
ship, to be located and -·accep~ed _by· the . governor 
of the 1-P~ri-tn~u nn,.th~·u,•p~t '·o-r the river· Ob.in_ .and 
- "'"'"' .... .a. ~~'-,; & J ~":'-'~ '-',A,&. •• ...__ - -- - - - .. -- - > 

inasmuch as:the township aforesaid has neveibeen 
lo~atcd and accepted, agreeable· to the provision 
of the _said -act : _: · _ 
. The convention recommend the following pro­

·positions to Congress as an equivalent for the one 
con1plet~ t~wnship . aforesaid, to "\\-i"t: The lots 
nun1bered 8, 11, a.11:d 26, reserved in the several 
to,vnships for t~1e future disposition·_. of _ Congress, 
or so many of the said lots as will amounf t9 the 
-nu nib.er conta!ned in the· aforesaid con1plete to~:n-

. shii);:t_~ :be, vested in-the legis,ature in trust to and 
:·for the ~purposes "for ,·rhich the· said to'\Vllship "~as 
-.originally inte_nded to be designated· by: the legis-
.lature of th is state~ - ·: . - . · - - _ · . ·.-
- · ~Resol:;;ed, _".fhat rfhon12s .,\Torthington be ap­

. pointed·~~ speci?J agent to lay the aforesai~ reso1u­
tion . and . propositions before Congress, and tl1at 

-·,said agent ·c10· · endeavour to procure the asse_nt of 
.Congress thereto. · : · - -· . ·: · · · · _ 

.· .: : Passed in Convention at Chi11icothe, the 29th 
•. <h~y.- ?f-November, 1802.- · .. 

ED\\T ARD TIFFIN, ·President 
... · . · ·. oj the c·o~z~enlio11. 




