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SE~lI-CESTEN ARY 

OF THE 

Presbytery of Cincinnati. 

IIISTORICAL ADDRESS. 

"That which we have heard and known, and our 
fathers have told us, we will not hide irom their 
chlldren, showing to tbe generation to come, the 
praises of the Lord, and His strength, and His won
derful works tbat He bath done; fur He establisbtd a 
testimony in Jacob, aud appointed a law in Israel, 
which He commanded our fathers, that they should 
make t-hem known to their children; that tbe 
generation to come might know them, even the chil
drfln that should be born; who should arise and de
clare them to their children that they might set 
their hope in God, and not forget thA worke of God, 
but keep His commandments."-[Psalm .Lxxviii, 3-6. , . 

Presbyterians of the Ohio Valley are descendants of 
a noble ancestry; of men who were valiant for the 
truth,and who_had the missionary spirit in high de
gree. Ministers of eminent. ability and popular gifts 
came to this countrv with the first immigrants, and 
began the work of preaching the Gospel and planting 
churches with the first settlements. 

T~ANSYLVANIA PRESBYTERY. 
In tracing the history of our church in this region 

we must cross the river and go into Kentucky, and 
pass over the Alleghany Mountaius into Virginia. Our 
territory upon the first preaching of the Gospel 
within our bounds belonged to the Presbytery of 
Transylvania. It was organized by the Synod of New 
York and Philadelphia, .May 17, 1786, which was two 
yea.rs before the orgc1.nization of the General Assembly. 
Our fathers in Virginia had crossed the mountains 
and had sent missionaries, before th.Is time. into Ken
tucky and East rennessee, but they did not reach the 
Ohio river until after the organization of the Presby
tery of Transylvania. The name of Transylvania is 
derived from two Latin words, trans (beyond) and 
8']/lva (the woods). Its meaning is the woods or forest 
beyond-that is, beyond tbe wuuntains. 

Five yea.rs before, in 1781, the .Pre:,bytery of Red 

Stone bad been formed. Its territory reached from 
tbe wouutains westward, and when, after a ft'w yea1'8; 
se::t.tlemt-nts were made in Ohio, the Scioto river he
caurn the houodary b.,twet-n the preshy~ries. of Red 
-ftoue aon T.s:a11sylvania and the presbyterit-s ioto 
which they were divided. When the Gtrneral 
AssemhJy waR organfzt-d in 1788, hy th~ action of the. 
Lreueral .Synod, four synods WP.re consutute<I. They 
we,e: I. New York auo New Jersey cousisting of the 
prt!shytericsof Dutches~ County, New York, aud .Nellf' 
11ruuswi<'k. 2. Tbe ..;yuoo of"PhilactPlphia, con-isling 
of tlle µreshyteries of Philadelphia. Lewestown. N~w 
Castle, Halt iruore. aud Carlisle. 3. ThP. ::,~· nod of V1r
gi11ia cousisting of the prt-shyteries ~f Red Stone, H~n
over, Lexingto11, and Transylvama; anct, 4. l be 
.::5y rwd of the c ·arolioas consisting of 1.tie pr~byteries of 
a.hiugdoa Orau~e, aud South Uarolina. 

The Preshytery of Abiugdon _was cou~tit.uterl in 17~, 
and the 11ext ye.tr it was divided, and rra11sylvar11a 
wasorgauized upon a partof its terriwry; and when 
the sy uuds were erHeted At,fogdon was given to the 
:o;yood of the Carolinas, anci Traos1lvani3: to Virginia. 
It was a question of ·difficulty to decide to what 
syuods the~e pr~byterie~ should helon~ .. ro the C2tro
lioas ru ust be ~i ven a third prt>l-byte,y. A b10~don being 
contiguous was therefore given to it, and Tra1:1syl
va11ia to Virginia. because it had to be some
where. Its wemhers could not expect to· attend & 
syuod covP.ring V1r~inia and Western Pen,,sylvania 
with ruount-:1.ius aud Indians, seps.ra.-tin.i thew from 
the older settlements. 

The Presbytery of Tran11yl vania, to w!3ich we first 
belonged, held its first meeting at Danville, Ky., Oct. 
17, I78ti. The first page of its records is a followf: 

"Tuesday, Oct. 17, 1786. the Revs. David Rice,. Adam 
Rankin, Andrew McClu.re, and James Crawford met 
at the Court House in Dan ville, on the day and y-ear 
above written. by an appointment of t~e Synod of 
New York and Philadelphia, which apJ)<?mtment Mr. 
Rice read from an extract of the proceedings. of the 
synod, dated May 17, 1786, the subs~nce of which is as 
follows: The 1:Synod divided tbeAbmgdon Presbytery 
into two presbyteries, the one by the name of the
Presbytery of Abingdon the other by the name of 
the Pre-sbytery of Tran;ylvania, comprehending the 
Di:strictof Kentucky, aud the s~ttlements on t~e U~m
be.r.!.and river, co~ting of t4e .jLevs. Da.v1'1 Rice · 
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Thomas Craighead, Adam Rankin, Andrew McCluTe, 
and James Crawford, and appointed the :Presbytery of 
Translyvania to meet in Danville, in the District ot 
Kentucky, on the third Tuesday of October, 1786, and 
the Rev. David Rice to be moderator, or, in case of 
his absence, the senior minister present. Ubi post 
preces sederunt, except the Rev. Thomas Craighead. 
Ruling elders present-Richard Steele, David Gray, 
John Bove!, and Joseph Reed." 

Thii; was the first meeting of a Presbyterian judica
tory hi~her than the session south and west of Vir
ginia and Pennsylvania The action passed at this 
first session shows that the pioneer Presbyt-erian min
isters and elders were sound and earnest men. At 
their first meeting they enjoin it upon the elders to 
ptber. the people of the congTegations, when _t.b.ere is 
no mi~Js~J', for th~ P,Urpo~ of prayer, praise, and 
reading tlie Scriptures and the works of such appro,ed 
divi.o~ as they may be able to procure. They recom
mend the use of ~atechists, and they resolve to visit all 
nE>i,zhborboods where there are members of the church, 
to plant churches and supply them, as far as possible, 
and to appoint special fields of labor for their minis· 
ters until the next meeting of the presbytery. 

It would be very interesting and profitable to pur
sue the work of these men from year to year, if time 
would permit, but all we can do is to inquire ~fter 
that part of the history of Transylvania Pres
bytery which records the progress of the churches 
within our territory, while it was a part of that pres
bytery, a period extending from its organ}zation, in 
1786;·to T798', when the Presbytery of Wash10gton was 
organized. 

REV. JAMES KEMPER. 

.At the second meeting of the Presbytery of Tran
sjbania, held at Lexington, Ky., April :l4, 1787, Mr. 
Jan;i..~s Kemper if? enrolltcd as a ~~ling elder; o~ what 
church the record does not show, hut from traditional 
testimony (Mr. Kemper's own journal) we learn that 
it, w~s th.e church called Forks of Dick's River, not 
fa.r from I>an ville, Ky. 

At tile same meeting we find the following minute: 
"M_r. ,James Kemper being nominated by the Rev. 

David ·Ri~ for a catechist was examined on divinity 
and approved of, and, upon his declaring that be 
w9uld not, by virtue ot this appointment. attempt to 
explain the Sacred Scriptures, preach the Gospel, or' 
dispense the sealing ordinances thP.reof, is hereby ap
pointed to the office of a catecbist." .~or two ye~ Mr. Kemper was employed as a 
~techist, . "instructing the young and ignorant " 
as the presbytery _aefined his duty; and then, 
at the. regular . m"eting of the presbytery, 
at., Jessamine Church, April 29, 1789. he 
WM taken under the ea.re of presbytery "as a candi
date for ilie Gospel mini.stry. ,, Be was assigned for a 
popular lecture the _15th Psalm, and for a sermon 
Prov. iii. 6: "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
Be shall direct thy paths." . . . 

'!h~ trials w~e heard at presbytery three months 
afterward {July_ 2:2, 1789).z in the same church, and 
they were· approved, ana. another discourse was as
sign~, from . John vi. 44-45, to be heard at the next 
m~ting, at Cane r'l~, Oct 6, 1 i89. This trial was 
heard at _the time and place as ordered, and. it was ap
pr9ved, an4 ihe. followi11g minute was entered: 

"Mr. Kemper is permitted, as a probationer for the 
Gos~l ministry, to preach, 1;1nder the direction of Mr. 
Ric;e, •bile he continues in the study of divinity, on 
trial." U,i;t~er tlils.ptLrtlal license his jouri:ial says: "In the 
autumn of 1790 l _visited Cincinnati, ai;id agreed to 
moje_ my 1a!¢].y th~ iplfowing sprin2 or fall." 

_.ta mee~mg of presbytery, ,April 27, 1791, a.t the 
Dick's ~iver Church, Mr. Kemp€1~ was fully examined 
an<! _licensed, and he was imm~ately appointed to 
"supi,ly in the settlements: of tbe. MiRmi at disne
tion." In a list oi applfoations for supplies we find '·'~ 

supplication from the settlements on the North Bend 
of the Miami." This iR the first request for preaching 
from the no:rth of the Ohi.o, and the first appointment 
of a supply. 1\1 r. Kemper was not present at the next 
meeting of the pr?shytery (Oct. 4, li91), at Jessamine, 
Ky His journal giYes t.be reason of bis absence, in 
saying that be airfred in Cincinnati with his family 
October 17, liHl. There is a traditional error as to the 
time of his final rernonl to this c1ty. Mr. Thomas 
Irwin, who is as relittble as any other writer oi pioneeir 
history, says: "The Rev. James Kemper was the first 
minister in Cincinnati. He came from Kentucky, and 
preached in 1 i90, and mo,ed in April or May follow
ing." The only error in this statement is in regard to 
the time when his family arrived in Cincrnnati. His 
first preaching was in 1790. His regular labors began 
in April or May, 1791. In the fall, after having spent 
several months in Cincinnati, he retuTned to his home 
in Kentucky to make arrangements for the removal of 
bis family. He and his family, under an escort from 
Cindonati, sent to protect them from the e:avages 
of the wilderness between Danville and Cincinnati, 
started from his Kentuckv home for his new fields 
in all probability, about tbe time of the meeting of the, 
pr~bytery. A trip from the Forks of Dick's river, 
through a mountainous region, without _roads, would 
have required him to he on his way when the presby
tery was in sEs,-ion. When he arriYed in Cincinnati 
th'ere was but one person of the congregation that he 
left in it on his first visit in 1790. 

Before proceeding further in tracing t.be work of Mr. 
Kemper on this side of the Ohio, we gh·e some statis
tics of his previous life. He was born Nov. 23, 1753, 
in Fauquier County, Virginia. Over the door of hie 
father's homa.e wag a board having an inscription upon 
it, car\"ed with a knife or chisel: "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be R&Vf'd, and thine 
house." July 16, 1i72, he n1arried Judith Hathaway, 
who was born April 26, 1,56. His age at his marrfage 
was 18 yt'ars, 3 mouths, and 23 days, and hjs wife'e: age 
16 vears, 2 months, and 20 d:tys. He was licPnsed to 
preach the Gospel, after four ye:ffs' study undt'r the 
Rev. David Rice, when in the 38th year of his age, 
and after be was the father of ten children. While 
pursui11g his studt"S for four years, being in abject 
poverty-the result of being cowpelled to pay a debt 
in g11ld instead of curren('.y-be occupieii. as he says, 
"some cabins fnrnished hy the Rev. David Ri :e, wnh 
ten or twel ,e acrf's uf land, chiefly clt>ared, near his 
house. Here mr dear wite bore thP heaviel::'t part of 
supporting our fa111ily of ten children." She sat at 
her loom, yf'ar ~fter y<·ar, weaving jeans for the neigh
bors, Father Rice and our Father in heaven smiling 
upon her and her husband No wonder they named 
a son, the first born altf'r Mr. Kemper's license, David 
Rice Kemper. ~fr. KempP.r died August 20, li:134, 
aged 80 years, 9 months and 3 days. l\Irs. Kemper 
survived her bushand !'ievnal years. She died ~iareh 
1. 1846, aged 89, tu months and 6 days. They bad fifteen 
chilrlren. 

After his removal to Cincinnati, October, 1791, Mr. 
Kemper ('Dtered upon a career of lahor and zeal, t-acri
tice and succes~ seldom equalf>d in the history of ary 
church. He had a particular chargE>, and be had the 
care of the whole field north of the Ohio river. 

The presbytE>ry in session as he started for Cinchi
nati make this record: "Mr. Kemper is appointed a 
i;upply at the ,•iamis until the next stated session.'> 
and at the next stated sessl<,n, at Stoner Mouth, 
April 2, li92, tho following: "That Mr. Kempersnp;. 
ply one Sabbath at the North Bend of tbe Mia.mi, and 
that be supply the rest of bis time at Columbia, Cin-· 
cinnati, and Round Bottom. That Mr. Rice supply 
at the Miami settlements two Sabbaths." 

Mr. Kemper was only a licentiate, and could not 
administer the saCTaments, ordain roling elders, or 
organize church"s. Mr. Ri<:>e's apnointment was made 
chiefly to Hupply a service which Mr. Kemper could 
not perform, being unordained .. 
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These records which we have read give evidence Gospel Ministry. and he was constituted the pastor 
that Mr. Ke,uper was the first Presbyterian to visit of Cincinnati and Columbia churches. 
Ohio, and prP.ach the Gospel here. Cinciunati was "The prt>.siding minister then gave the charge to the 
:first surveyed, and a settlewent begun newly ordained Bishop and the people of his charge. 
by Mathias Denman at the beginning Concluded with JJrayer. JAMES CRAWI-'ORD, 
of 1789. Columbia had been located a few "Stated Clerk." 
weeks before by Benjamin Stites. North Bend was Here then, nearly eighty years ago, Apni 22, li92, 
laid out by John Cleves Symmes in February, 1789. we bavt- an ordained minister, the :first in our terri
Tbese three places contended for the mastery with tory, and two Presbyterian churches, or congregations, 
varying sw·eess, until Cincinnati gained the victory witb. a pastor. . 
over Columbia by a flood in the river, and over North Mr. Kemper, the first minister on this side of the 
Bend by the location in it of the governmeut soldiers, Ohio was also a Kentucky pioneer Presbyte
up~n whom the_ settlers were dependent f?r protection rian.' He came to Tennessee :from Virginia 
agarnst the Indians. _These places made httle progress as early as li83, as d surveyor, and moved 
f(!r two years. Manetta . ha~ been settled ~even ~r I to Keutucky in 1785. In regard to his removal to 
eight months before the ~1iaun country. The 10~a_h1t- I Kentucky his jourr;al says " ( commenced my - ·,l'
ants were very few. "W nen Mr. Kemper first v1s1ted I vevin..,. and after a few surveys I received. a letu,~r 
Cincinnati, and when he fulfilled his first appointment from ';~me friends in Kenturky inviting me urgently 
by pr~shytery, he ~ust have reach?1 the place by to remove for the purpo:ie of studying theology." He 
ti:avt:110g from Dan~1lle through Lexrngton to. May~-! declined. as he say~, on account of his age, and adds, 
ville (then called Limestone), and down the nver by 1 "but instead of an ar.iswer, as I expected, they sent 
a CaDoe or flat boat, as there was then_ no travel from men with a number of pack:b~rses to assist me in mov• 
hert: to th':: center of ~entucky by direct route, the ing to Kentucky." They made the trip by Boone's 
Indians berng very hostile. . trace, one bundied and eighty miles through the wil-

Mr. Keruper may be the acknowledged p10neer derness and be at once began "to read divinity." 
Preshyteria~ ministei: no~th of the Ohio. After he b~d From that time he was identified with the pioneer 
spen~ 1-ome time h~re m 1 ,90, an~ had _been one yea~ rn movements of our church in the West. Perhaps no 
the field, from ~pnl, 1J9\ as a hcen_t1a~e, the!e berng man in the valley of the M.issis~ippi has been a first pio
n~E!(l of an o~dawed mims~er, l\~r. Rice is appomted to neer in so many places and _departments as James Kem• 
visit _the region and spend two Sabb~ths. At the n~xt per. He was the firstcatech1steverappointed west oft be 
m~t10~ o~ the presbyt~ry at qartwn~ht's c_reek, ~ct. Alleghanies and south of Virginia; the fil'8t student of 
2, 1,92, it 1s recorded:' Mr. Rice fulfi.U~d bis appo10t- theology· the'tirst licenti-1.te of ttle first presbytery· 
ment~, an~, his :r:easons fo~ not fulfillmg the rt-st are the first ~upply on this side of the Ohio in answer ro 
sustarned.. This co~trad1c~ory r~ord le~ves us rn the first reque.stfor preaching. Thetestimonyissatis
doubt,whether Mr. Rice f!,lltil_led his appomtment of factory that he preached the first sermon in 
two _::s~bb~ths at the _Mia.mi settlements or no~. Ohio by a representative of the Presoyterian 
Trad1t1on says he did fulfill them. At this Church. He was the first minister ordained 
meeti_ng (Oct. 2, p92) a call from Cincinnati and ~ on this side of theOh-i* He preached the first sermon 
lu_.nbia was rece_1ved and accepted by Mr. Kemper, his at the first meeting of the first presbytery that met in 
tr1afo ;wer~ al?porn ~ed. and th~ pre~bytery resolved to Ohio, it being bis own ordination sermon. He re
meet m C10cmnat1 on the thud ::Sabbath of the same ceived. the firist call and was installed the first 
month, for bis ordina~i~n. T~is servi~e was attended pa...,tor on this side of the Ohio. Moreover, he was ap
to, as orde~ed: As this 1s ~be ~rst meeti!'.'g of a pres by- pointed. to preach, and did preach, the first sermpn at 
!,ery on this side of the Ohio river, we give the record the first meetine of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, :fi.fty-
m full: years ago, and of t.he Svnod of Cincinnati in 1829. He 

"Cr:NCTNNATI, Oct. 21, 1792. was elected the first .Moderator of the Presbytery of 
"Presbytery met according to a!Jpointmtnt. Cincinnati, and also of the ::3ynod of Cincinnati. 
" Ubi post preces sederunt, the_ Rev. David Rice, James Tradition say~ ~hat pa vid ~ Rice organized the 

McConnell, and Terah Templin. first church of Crncrnnatl rn Oe:wbe:r, 1790. He seems 
"Absent, the Rev. Thomas Craighead, Robert Finley, to have been here soon &fter Mr. Kemper's first visit. 

Andrew McClure, James Crawford, and ~amuel .::,han- j The orgauization, however, was not properly so called. 
non. Mr. Rice, Moderator, and Mr. Templin Clerk. Mr. Kemper, in a letter to the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, of 
Adjourned to meet to-morrow at 12 o'clock. I NP-w York, says he formE>d "an unorganized church 

"Monday, Oct. 22, presbytery met accoraing to ad- composed of six males and twG females, in Columbia 
journment. Mr. Kemper delivered a sermon on 2, and Cincinnati. Tbe church_ was. one for: the two 
Tim. ii. 3, 'Thou therefore endure hardness as a good places." He says he was ordamed, rn 1792, 1ts pastor, 
soldier of Jesus Christ,' and _he was examined on the ''though still unorganized, because they thought the 
constitution, discipline, . and government of the number of male mem hers too s~all to H-lect a promis
cnurch, the qualifications necessary in the subject en- ing session. The church lyrng in the seat of war, 
titled to Christian communion, which examination, and being every way in circ:umscribed ci_rcumstancE>.s, 
together with his popular discourse, are sustained.. progressed slowly, and there were only nrneteen adult 
Order~d that Mr. Kemper be ordained to-morrow. male memhers on the 5th of. September, li93, when, 

"Presbytery adjourned until to-morrow, to meet at t.hey ail being pre~ent~ unammously elected out of 
10 o'clock. Concluded with prayer. their number five ruling elders and two deacons._"' In 

"Tuesday, Oct. 23, presbytery met according to ad- the sa,ue letter .Mr. Kemper says of the formation of 
journmeIJt, ubi post prece,s sederuni. this church: "I had a few objections, from the begin-

"The Rev. Ttrah Templin preached the ordination ning, though I passed them over. The chief of these 
~ermon. The Rev. David Rice, the presioing minister, was, t,hey were formed on a written agreement, only 
having proceeded in the preparatory work of the pres- expressiE1g the name of a church and church govern
ent · solemnity agreeably to the form of gov- meat, in a compendious way, without any referen,·e 
ernment, and the candi<l::.te, Mr. J c1mes Kt-Ill- maoe in it to the confession of faith, and I think with
per, and the people of the churches of Cincin- out the members having a sufficient knowledge of that 
nati and Columbia (whose oastor he is now to be book." 
con::;tituted), having respectively answered the ques- There is a paper belonging to the Kemper family, 
tions in the affi.rmative,.as directed by the government, da.ted Aug. 20. 179 :, containing a covenant of organiza
of our church; the said presiding Bishop by prayer, tion, not all legihle, without the name of the church, 
and the laying on of the hands by the presbytery, ac.-- having appended. the names of five males and one 
cording to the Apostolic example, solemnly ordained fem<lle, heads of families, among whom is Mr. Kemp
the said James Kemper to the holy office ·of the er's name with the rest. Dec. 22, 1808, Mr. Kemper 
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indorses on this document. the same ohjection con- I From the time of Mr. Kemper's resignation, Oct. 7, 
· tained in his letter to Dr. Romeyn. This is probably l 1i96, there Hre no appointments for one year on this 

t.be tirst. organization, of wbi~.h !1ut o_ne ruewher was si_<ie ot the Ohio, except at .Man?hester, above Ml!,YS
found when he returned to Crneinnati the uext yea!· ville. Then at Bethel, near Lexington, Oct. 3, 1197, 

From Octolwr, li92, until Oetuher, 179~, this tern- there is the record of "a verbal supplication from the 
toTv continm'<i under the charge of the Pr esbytny of in habitants of Chillicothe, on the Scioto, northwest 
Transylvania, and then was alJotte~ 1o ~be Preshytery side of the Ohio, to be under the care of the presby
of Washin;;ton, so called fr~m ~ashmi,;ton, Mason tPry, and kn<Jwn by the name of New Hope, and ~or 
County, Ky. During these s1x years the progres,- of supJJhes; also from Clear Creek, west of the Ohio, 
the church and the settlement ~! the comity ~ere from Turtle (.,'reek, and from the Big Prairie. These 
slow, chiefly because of the ho~tlhty of the [nd1ans, three places He between Lebanon and the Great 
and the difficulty in the way of reaching the cuuutry Miami; Clear Creek was east of Franklin, Turtle 
from the east. Creek was near ~baker village, a few miles west of 

Mr. Kemper is alone in this field for several Lehanon, and the Big Prairie was on the Miami, near 
years. For eighteen months he fails to _be a! the :pres- and ahove the mouth of Dick's creek, and immedi
bvtery, and no elder apoears from ~.his side ot the arery helow Middletown that now is. 
rfver and no t-upplies are asked for. Mr. Keni_per'8 · At this m~f-'ting, Oct. 3, 1797, the Rev. Peter Wi~son 
reasons for absence for eighteen mon_ths are sustained. was received from the Presbytery of New Brunswick, 
At tbe first meeting att~nded by him, at" oodford, N . .J., and Mr. Archibald Steele was licensed. Mr. 
Ky., April, 1794, Elder Jacob Reedn beiug also pres- William Robinson was appointed to supply two Sab
ent. the records show that no other churc;h had been haths on the Miamis, and Mr. Wilson one at Turtle 
organized in Ohio. This is olain, tor the reason t.bat Creek. one at near Creek, and one at the Big Prairie; 
the presbytery resolves "to ap_point a _gran!mar Mr. Kemper two at discretion. The Rev. Pete~ ~il

·scbool" for "students, whoi::e gemus and di~pus1t 1on son. a few months before this, bad moved to Cmcm-
promise usefulness in life," and they appoint persons nati, and ba.d taken charge of the church. He and Mr. 
in Pac;h congregation to gat1:1E>~ from eacb of the hearls Kemper were the only ordained Presbyterian minis
of families a.t least two shilhngs and three penc~, to ter!'l on the north of the Ohio. 
pay the tuition of those wh?se µ~rents are uuab~e to At the next meeting of presbytery at New Provi
pay for the education of the1rch1Jdren. Moi-es Miller dence, near Danville, Ky., April 10, 1798, a call from 
was appointed for Cincinnati, and Samuel Sarran (St'r- New Hope, now Chillicothe,was given to the ~v.Wm. 
rin~) for Columbia. If .there bad been other churches, Speer, father of the Secretary of the Board of Educa
their two and three pence would have been looked after. tioo. He was rec;eived from the Presbytery of Carlisle • 

. At this meeting ef the presbytery, the Rev. Rohert He accepted the call, and was the third Presbyterian 
Marshall is appointed to assist Mr. lCt>ruper minister who settled north of the Ohio. 
in the administration of the Lord's :'!)Uppe:;- at Cincin- At the same mPeting (April 10, 1798), a call was sent 
nat.i. Mr. Marshal fulfilled this appointment, and from Cindonati for the Rev. Peter Wilson, and .also a 
preached in other places underet.he ~uidance of Mr. remonstrance against his settlement. He had been 
KemPf'r, who was alone on t.his side of the river. I preaching for the congregation about nine months. 
have heard Mr. Marshall speak of this visit, and of Messrs. Templin, Blythe, Welsh, Howe, Campbell, 
if>ading men with whom he became acquainted. at-that and Robinson were appointed a committee, or any 
ti.mt;. three of them, to meet in Cincinnati on the third Wed-

Mr. Kemper was also at tbenext stated meettng, at nesday in May, t 798~ and examine into the difficulties, 
Paint Lick, Ky., April 7, 1794. The preshyte!Y ap- and report to the stated meeting in October. 
pointed fouT committees--One for the north side of Ao intPrmediate meeting of the presbytery was 
Kentucky, one for the south side, one fur the settle- beld at Cahin Creek, North of Maysville, Aug. 1, 
meats on the Cumberland, and one for the settlem..,nts 1798, at which "a settlement of people, living 
-00 the Miami-to examine the credentials of trav"'Ji~g on .. agle creek, Straight creek, and Red Oak asked to 
miniMtera. For thisdistrict Mr. Kemper, Moses Mil- be taken undt>r the care of presby• -::y, to be known as 
ler, <'ol. Oliver Spencer, and Jacob &eeder were ap- the Conj?regation of Gilboa. 'i'hese places are in 
pointed. At tl).e same meeting (Octobt-r, 1794), Mr. Brown County, a few miles north of Ripley. 
Kemper was appointed to supply North BPnd 9:nd At the stated meeting, Oct. 2, 1798, at Cane Ridge, 
Sout.h Bend each one Sahhatb. ~uth Bend ~a~ ac1ty Ky, the committee appointed to visit Cincinnati re
laid out by John Cleves Symmes between Nort.h .Bend ported thHt they had failed to meet, and the parties 
ancl Cincinnati. interestro were notified to attenc! the next stated 

From October, 1794, there is no recorcl of any new meeting, in mder, if possible, to have their differences 
congr~ation, or supplication for supplies until Octo- settled. A.t this meeting_a <'.all to the Rev. Archibald 
ber, li95, when, in ant1wer to a request, th~ Rev Jonn S~le was prt>-8ented from Clear creek, and Ora.nge
Bowe was apPOinted to supply two Sabbaths at .Man- dale, finit callPd Big Prairie. It was put into his 
chester, or Three blands, northwest of the Ohio. He hands, and he asked time to consider it. Mr. Wilson 
was licensed the day of this appointment (October 3, and Mr. Steele were each appointed to supply one 
1795), at Pisgah Church, near Lexington. lt is not Sabbath at 8pringfield {now Springdale), and Mr. 
certain that be fulfilled this appointmf'nt. He had Kemper nneat Round Bottom. Mr. Archibald Steele 
othE>rs, and be is-recorded as not fulfilling all. was a licentiate from Kentucky. 

Mr. Kemper resigned his pastoral charge of This was the last meeting of the presbyte?'y of 
Cincinnati and Columbia OctobPr 7, 1796. At Tran~ylvania, while it covered the territory north of 
the @a.me time the church of Coluruhia was the Ohio, and it closes a history of twelve years from 
dividPd into the churche.s of Duck Creek and the organization of the presbytery in 1786, of which 
Round Bottom. Duck CrP.ek (now called Pleas- the wt 7½ yPars, from April, 1791, includes the his
ant RidgP) bad ita first place of wol"bhip south of tory of our Church on the north of the Ohio. The 
the prHent location. on Duck <'reek. The prPsbytery pr~ess of the Church to October, 1798, shows three 
forbid. the church of Duck Creek buildiug oea. er hlinisters, the Rev. James Kemper, the Rev. Peter 
thd.n 1h'e miles from Cmcinnati. Round Bot,. WiJMnn, and the Rev. William Speer, with the Rev. 
tom was a few miles- from Columbia.. above the Archibald Steele, a licentiate, and with churches in 
mouth of the Little Miami, on the east · idP, It ceased Cincinnati, Duek creek, Round Bot\om, Clear creek, 
to appear on tile minutes of the- Assembly i.n lb49. Orangedale, Manchester, Turtle creek, and New Hope, 
Plea..an, ~ and Ctncinoati are · the- t.wo oldest and con~tio11s not fully organized, but 1'8COIDiZed. 
churches i,a tlae .-reebyt.et-y. Cincinnati and Columbia, : at Gilboa aacl Spri.Dcd:al& 
bnimr: beP.11 Gt'Dlliud aone,.and Pleasant Ridge b&,, . 
iDg the BUccelllOl' o( Columbia, tile7 are oi tiu, MWC 1 
age. 
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WASHINGTON PRESBYTERY. left alone, except as he soon found a true yokefellow 
in Matthew G. Wallace. 

In October, 1798, the Synod of Virginia passed an act The Rev. Peter Wilson is recorded as having died at 
to divide the Presbytery of Transylvania into three Cincinnati, July 29, li99. His death terruinatoo the 
presbyteries, viz.: - difficulty in regard to bis settJe_ment, and left the 

1. Transyl'rnuia-To be bounded on the northeast by First Church vacant. :Matthew (1reen "aJlace (.ame 
the Kentucky river, on the north and northwest by to Cincinnati a few monthi:; after Mr. Wi.J.soll's death. 
the Ohio, as also on the south, comprehending all the He was a licentiate of New Castle Pnsbytery. Afte.r 
settlements of the Cumberland river and its waters. preaching seven or eight months_ ~e was c.-a~ltd as 

2. West Lexington-Bounded by the Kentucky river pastor in .April, 1800, and was orctarned ~t. ,, 1800. 
-0n the south and southwest, by the Ohio on the north Two years afterward, in October, 1802, tb1s pastoral 
and northwest, and by main Licking on the north and relation was dissolved on the ground that the congre
northeast. gation was not able to pay the salary promised in the 

3. Washington-Comprehending the remaining part call. He was, however~ppointed a stated supply for 
of Kentucky lying northeast of .Main Licking, and one year a! the requ~st of the congr:egatio?, and he _was 
the settlements on the northwest side of the Ohio, again appomted for six months until April, 180~- l h_e 
consisting of the Rev. Peter Wilson (Cincinnati), the church in -.:incinnati, from April. lSM, to .Apnl, 1805, 
Rev. James Kemper (Duck Creek), the Rev. John P. was not a littie tainted with New Lightbru; so that 
Campbell (Washington and Johnson's Fork), the Rev. presbytery refused to allew a ruling elder to sit as a 
John Finley (Red Oak), the Rev. Wm. Speer (Chili- member of presbytery. The church allow~d tLe sus
cothe), the Rev. John Dunlavy (Lee's Creek, North pended New Lights to preach in its puJp1t. and the 
Bracken and Big Bracken), and the Rev. Richard Mc- people were much distrac·ted for nearly two years. In 
Nemar (Cabin Creek). ArchibaldSteele,licentiate, was the spring of 1SlJ8 Joshua L. Wili::on took charge <?f t~e 
at Clear Creek and Orange Dale. church, and occupied its pulpit for RS yearR until ~1s 

The first meeting of Washington Presbytery was ap- death, July 25, 1846. He was licensed at Spring H11J, 
pointed by the Synod of Virginia to be held at John- Tenn., in 1802, and ordained in 1804. l:ie Jahored 
son's Fork meeting house, in Ken tacky, 2d Tuesday chiefly before his removal to Cin<'innati at Bai:dsto~n 
in April, 1799, and the Rev. Peter Wilson to preach and Big Spring, Ky. No man ever exerted a wider lll• 
the opening sermon, or, in his absence, the senior :fl.uence in the :field, of which Cincinnati is the center, 
member present. than Dr. Joshua Lacy Wilson. 

In tracing the progress of Washington Presbytery Mr. Kemper continued to preach at Duck Creek and 
for twelve years, from 1798 to 1810, when the Miami Round Bottom the two divisions of the church of 
Presbytery was organized, our time will only allow Columbia. In'October, 1801, he gave one third of his 
-0u:r attention to the Miami country. time to Duck Creek, and one third to l:3ycamore, and 

The ministers and churches of the Miami country, the rest to the supply of new points. Sy ca.wore was 
in the matter of attending the meetings not far from Montgomery, near the Little M-ia~i. l_n 
of Washington Presbytery,w~re but little more favora- October, 1892, Mr. Kemper was appointed to give hIS 
bly situated than before its erection. Its strength was whole time to Duck Creek and Sycamore for one year. 
chiefly in Kentucky and north of Maysville, in Ohio. In October, 1803, he was again ar,pointed at the re
There was a large belt of country in Ohio, between quest of the people, and the name of Sycamore was 
the Miamis and the Scioto, as yet having but few changed to Hopewell. In Octobe~, 180~, ~Us were 
churches. The Miami region, however, began from presented through the presbytery, Ill seSt-IOn m W&Sh• 
this time to grow more rapidly than the other sections mgton Ky. from Duck Creek and Hopewell, for Mr. 
-0 f the presbyte~y. The erection of a presbytery in the Kemp~r to be their pastor. His insta1lation oc-curred 
Miami country would have soon taken place had it not at the next meeting of the presbytery, in Hopewell 
beP.n for the New Light schism and :Shakerism, which Church, April 4, 1805. The Rev. David Rice, being 
had their chief seat here. Messrs. Dunlavy, McNemar, present, preached. the installation sermon, and tl:1-e 
.and Thompson, three of the most popular and able Rev. John E. Finley delivered the charges: In A~ril, 
ministers, seceded, and for several years they were 1807, Mr. Kemper applied for a dissolution, against 
active and successful m dividing or carrying off the which a remonstrance was filed bV the churcht-s, de
Miami churches. To all human appearance they cla.ring their ability and d~ire t-0 retain him.. In Oc
would have completed the ruin of the Presbyterian tober, 1807, Mr. Kemper was releasoo from _his pastor
churches had it not been for the defection among ate, and appointed a. stated supply for six months. 
themselves. McNema.r and Dunlavy joined the After this, April, 1808, leave was granted him to travel 
Shakers in 1805, and very soon the tide out of the bounds of the presbvterv for one year, and 
turned against New Lightism, and our churches soon after he went to Kentucky: and was called to 
began again to grow. Of this schism Fleming and Johnson, in Kentucky, in October, 1809, 

.and of the Cumberland Presbyterian schism, which having previously labored in these places, and he 
were of the same origin, I will speak after giving the accepted. 
statistics of progress in this region during tbe twelve The <'hurches of Duck creek and Hopewell, n~w 
years of its connection with Washington Presbytery, called Pleasant Ridge and Montgomery, w~re supplied 
from 1798 to 1810. by Daniel Hayden, a licentiate of the Presby1ery of 

In 1798 the ministers were James Kemper, Duck Erie. How sooD his labors begln after M.r. Kemper 
creek; Peter Wilson, Cincinnati; Archibald Steele, left is not certain. After some time of trial be was 
Clear creek and Ora.ngedale. The other churches and called as pastor and accepted. The call was laid _before 
preaching places were .Round Bottom, Springdale, and presbytery April 4, 1810, at Chillicothe, but havrng no 
Turtle creek. This was Presbyterianism 75 years ago, amount of salary specified. it was returned to the 
and except Du<»t creek and Round Bottom, which representatives of the churches, and the blank was 
were preserved chiefly by the influence of Mr. Kem- filled aad Mr. Hayden accepted it. His examination 
per, .,New Lightism swept almost everything. The having been completed Oct.~., 1810, in Cincinna~ 
:first ministers, Kemper, Wilson, and Steele, rem?ined presbytery agreed to meet .l'lov. 16, 1810. for blS 
faitbtul. 'lhe church of Cincinnati was divided in ordination. Before this meeting the Synod of Ken. 
feeling in regard to the1r minister, and as to the New tuky divided the Presbytery of Washington ~d 
Li~ht doctrines and measures. The opposers of Mr. formed the Presbvtery of Miami, and its t1rst meeung 
WIison encouraged the preaching of the New Lights, was ordered at Duck creek, and Mr. Hayden was 

.after their expulsion from the ministry. Orangedale, ordained and installed Nov. 17, 1810, by the Presby• 
Turtle cree.it, Clear creek followed Mr. McNemar. and tery of Miami Joshua L. Wilson preacbing the ser
Springdale Mr. Thompson. Mr. Steele's· license was I mon and Matthew G. Wallace delivering tbe charges .. 
'Withdrawn, Mr. Wilson died, and Mr. Kemper was In Sprague's Annuals the date of this ordi.Dat.tOD ia 

I 
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ep-oneously given as occurring in 1809. Mr. Hayden 
was pastor oi Hopewell until April 8, 1819, and at 
Duck creek until his death, which occurred Aug. 2i, 
1835. Mr. Hayden was a plain and modest man, with 
a distinct utterance and great fluency, though his 
voice lacked melody and sweetness. He was a man of 
eminent ability. Dr. Wilson esteemed him as one of 
the ablest men of the church, and so he was generally 
regarded. He was a brother of Mrs. Mary Cobb, a 
worthy member of the First Church in this city now 
and for nearly fifty years. 

Next to the First Ch-arch of Cincinnati and the 
churches now called Pleasant Ridge and Montgomery, 

but five ministers in it, and four years afterward they 
bad but one other minister, the Rev. John Thomson~ 
who returned to the church after ten years among the
New Lights. While the Miami country belonged to
the Presbytery of Washington, from 1798 to 1810, this 
territory lost more than it gained, both in the num
ber of its ministers and its churehes. This period of 
twelve years was one of reproach and trial, and yet 
there were some who were valiant for the truth, men 
of ability, of zeal. and self-:denying effort. 

THE GREAT REVIY AL. 

Springfield, now Springdale, :equires notice. It was This period was marked by events the most excit
supplied by various ministers, a :few Sabbaths in a year ing in the history of our church, equaled only by the
from the organization of· the WashlDgton Presbytery,. disruptions of 1741 and 1838. A general revival oc
from Aprll, 1799, to April, 1801. Messrs. Wallace, curred in our Church in the West about the bcgillning. 
Kemper, Steele, and Dunlavy, each supplied one or of i.hfa,iCent•lry, which was 9.ttended with great irreg
more Sabbaths. Mr. Steele was at Clear creek, and ~lr. ularities, anci. was followed by wide spread schism, 
Dunlavy at Eagle creek, in Brown County. A foreign threatening the almost total destruction of the Pres
minister or licentiate, Mr. John W. Brown, preached bvteria,n Church in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio. 
in Springdale in the summer of 1800, and the church ·The work began in Logan County, Ky., under the· 
applied for his settlement at a meeting of presbytery labors of the Rev. James .McGready. He had followed 
in Cincinnati, Oct. 7, 1800; but the presbytery re- some members of his congregation from North Carolina 
fused, on account ot the want of proper credentials. , to Kentucky. At one of his meetings a woman uttered 
Soon after John Thomson, a licentiate of the Presby- a loud cry, and soon the whole congregation were con
tery of West Lexington, visited the church, and at the vulsed with emotion. As the meetings were continued:,
next meetingoi presbytery at Red Oak, Brown County, the congregations grew larger and larger. People came
April 14, 1801, he was received and appointed to sup- from a great distance,and the Gospel preached seemed to 
ply Springdale and Orangedale, each one half of his reach almost every hearer. A great camp meeting was 
time. held in July,1800,on Gasper river. Peoplecametwenty, 

In October, 1801, Mr. Thomson was called as pastor of ftfty, and some one hundred miles. Before the meeting_ 
Springdale for two-thirds of his time, and he accepted. closed, all seem deeply moved, and multitudes rejoiced. 
He was appointed stated supply at Hamilton for the in Christian hope, among them many little children of 
other one-third. His ordination and installation were whom Mr. McGready said: "They expressed them
attended to by presbytery at Springdale, Nov. 12, selves, in a manner ::;o rational, and, withal. so 
1801. He remained paster for nearly two years, heavenly, that it :filled me with astonishment." Be
until he went with the New Lights. fore the close of 1800 ten sacramental camp meetings. 

After the defection of M.r. Thomson, a few families were held in the Green river and Cumberland rivet 
adhered to the Presbyterian Church, at Springdale, and regions, with growing interest. The revival continued 
they were recognized as the church. Presbytery sent through the winter of 1800 and 1801, and in the begin
occasional supplies. Their chief supplies were ning of 1801 and throughout the year camp meetings. 
Messrs. Kemper, Steele, Welsh,. Wilson, and Hay- were common in Central and Northern Kentucky, and 
den. In October, 1806, Mr. Wallace was appointed north of the Ohio. Between May and August large
stated snpply for Springdale and Hamilton, giving one meetings were held at Cabin creek, Concord, Pleasant 
half of his time to each. There was but little growth, Point, Indian creek, and Cane Ridge. At Cane Ridge 
until Mr. Thomson returned to the Presbyterian it was computed that 20,000 were present, and a large 
Church, in 1814, bringing many with him who had part oi them from Ohio. One of the peculiarities of 
gone out with him. the revival, almost from the first, was what is called 

Other churches, recognized. and supplied by the "the falling exercise." Persons under excitement 
Presbytery of Washington., in the Miami country, swooned and fell to the ground, and after lying in an 
during its superintendency to 1810, require brief men- unconscious state for a time, revived, and began to
tion. exhort in terms eloquent and thrilling. During the 

A church called Bethany, at the headwaters of Ttir- great Cane Ridge meeting it is computed that 3,000-
tle creek, was received in October, 1800. It went off persons were subjects of the falling exercise and other 
with Turtle Creek and Clear Creek. under the lead of kindred exercises. There were several of these ex
Mr. McNemar, except a few members, who became travagances which seemed involuntary and con
connected in the organizations at Dick's Creek, Leba- tagious. Jerking was very prevalent, hundreds at a 
non, and Unity. single weetiuo- falling under its power sometimes. It 

Hamilton, Seven Mile, north of Hamilton; Dayton, sometimes affected only the arms or the head, but 
Beulah, Ba.th, Honfy Creek, Forks of :\lad river, White often the whole body. Rolling, running, dancing, and 
Water, Buck Creek, North Liberty, Yellow Springs, barking-were all described as being each a class dis
all north of our preseift bounds, were recognized and tinct irom others, and having special merit. Then 
supplied. We cannot even mention the names of the there were visions and trances and prophecies. The 
churchesof Washington Presbytery, now within the meetings were very disorderly. Sometimes a half 
bounds of Chillicothe and Portsmouth presbyteries. dozen hymns were sung at once, while maiiy were en-

The ministers received by Washington Presby- gaged in prayer or exhortation with a loud voice, and 
tery who labored in the Miami country, not already not a few were exercised with what was called "the 
noticed, were: The Rev. Wm. Robinson, April 4, holy laugh." With these bodily exe~ises, as might. 
1804, from West Lexington Presbytery, who lived for be expected, especially under the influence_of visions 
a few years on Mad r.iver, near Dayton, and supplied and revelations, errors in doctrine were soon mani
Dayton, Beulah, Honey creek, and other churches in fested and spread with wild insolence everywhere,. 
that region: the Rev. James Welsh, received in April, until every church felt the baleful influence. 
1805, from West Lexington Presbytery, who lived at In the midst of this wide defection and extrava
Dayton. and supplied. it and other neighboring gs.nee there were ministers and laymen wh~ resisted 
churches, and the Rev. Samuel Baldridge, from the the tide of error nnd disorder. They were alarmed 
Presbytery of Abingdon, who labored chiefly at for the purity and peace of the church, while others 
Lawrenceburg and up the White Water Valley. gave evidenceof growing defection. At the Cane Ridge 

At the organization of Miami Presbytery there were meeting there was much excitement and Dot a little 
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discussion among tbe minis~rs, some of whom openly Christ resume her right of internal government, try 
opposed the disorder, and from that time ceased to at- her candidates, and admit no proof oi their authority 
tend the meetings, w bile others openly repudiated the but Christ speaking in them, and that she resume her
doctrines and ordPI' of the Church. Soon the ministry ) right of trying those who say they are apostles, and 
took sides for and against the disorders. Father Rice, are nc,t. We will that each particular church choose 
James_ Blythe, Robert Stuart; John Lyle, John P. ' their own preacher, and support him by a. free will 
Campbell, and James Kemper adhered to the order of offering, without a written call or subscription. We 
the Church, and gave their energies to the work of will that the neople henceforth take the Bible as their
gat!1ering up the fragment..;;, that nothing be lost; o~y sure guide to heaven, ~nd as many ~s are offended: 
whiJe Robert Marshall, Barton W. Stone, Richard Mc- with other books cast them rnto the fire 1f they choose,. 
Nemar, John Dunlalvy, Matthew Hueston, and John for it is better to enter into life having one book than 
Thomson led the excitement, until it ended in New having many to be cast into bell. We will that our
Lightism and Shakerism. They all became New Lights. weak brethren, who may have been wishing to make 
Hueston1 McNemar, and Dunlavy joined the Shakers. Springfield Presbytery their king, and wot not what 
Sto~ finally united with the followers of Alexander bas become of it, may betake theruselves to the 
Campbell, while Marshall and Thomson returned to Rock of Ages, and follow Jesus for the future. 
the Presbvt.erian Church. We will that the Synod of Kentucky examine every 

member, who may be suspected of having departed 
THE NEW LIGHTS. from the confession of faith, and suspend every sus-

At the meeti_ng of the Synod of Kentucky, September I pected heretic immediately, in order that the opJ_)ressed 
6, 180~, in_ Lexmgton, it was proposed to enter upon an / m_ay go free, ~~d taste the s'!eets of ~ospel Jibertf. 
examination of Messni. Mc.S-emar and Thomson in . Fmally, we Wlli that all our sister bodies read their 
vie~ ~f the wide spread rumor of their unsoundn~s. '1 Bibles ~efully, that they may see tbei~ !ate there 
Res1stmg such action Marshall Stone McNemar, . determined, and prepare for death before 1t IS too late. 
Thomson, and Dunlavy declined' the jurisdiction of ' (Si;,;ned.] "SPR[SGFIELD PRESBYTERY,} L s 
the synod, and becamei independent. They were able June 28, 1804. . · • 
to carry most of their congregations with them. Mc- "JVitnesses.-Robert Marshall, John Dunlavy, Richard 
Nemarwas at Turtle Creek, near Lebanon. His influ- McNemar, B. W. Stone, John Thomson, David Pur-
ence against the Presbyterian Church was almost re- viance." -
sistless, until be became a Shaker. Mr. Thomson w~s The witnesses say the Springfield Presbytery, from 
at Springda1P,, and for a. time in Cincinnati and Ham- its first existencP., was knit together in love. hved in 
Hton County the great majority of Presbyterians were peace and concord, and died a volantary and happy 
bis followers. death. 

These me~, and the rest who left the synod in 1803, This docul}lent :was the . e~d of unity ~n~ order 
formed the Springfield Preshyterv, aB<l became an in- among the .New L1gbts. D1fterences of oprn1on pre
dependent body. They were cailed New Lights, be- vailed before the presbytery wade its will and died by 
cause they claimed to have new light, and to be look- its own hands. It was exposed to every error tha.t any 
ing for mort-. McNE"ma.r describes his people as on.e chose to advocate. It soon fell under the hand tif 
.. praying, shouting, jerking, barking, rolling, dream- its arch enem,. 
ing, prophesying, and looking .as throu2h a gl~ss 
darkly at the infinite glories o( Mount Zion just about 
to break open upon the world." In 1804, the New 
Lights report in Ohio se~en societies-Turtle Creek, 
Ea.2le Creek, Springfield, Orangedale, Clear Creek, 
Be , ver Creek, and ::ialem. 

SHAKERISM. 

Toe distinguishing views of the New Lights '\rere the 
repudiation of creeus, and of the doctrines of the ,·on 
fes~ion of f~ith in regard to the trinity, decref's, 
atonement, regeneration, and, after a year or two, in
fant h_aptism. In or!lanizingtheSpringfield Presbytery, 
they istmed an apology, giving their peculiar views. 
Very s~m, however, they came to the conclusion 
that their apology was a confession of faith and their 
presbytery an uuauthorized human device, and they 
dedded to oe free. The presbytery, after riine months 
of life, met at Cane Ridge, Ky., Juue 28, 1804, made its 
will, and dissolved itself. 

_A~ the article of dissolution is peculiar, and ex
h1b1ts the views of the body, we give its chief points. 
It is called tbf' last will an<1 testamt-nt of the Spring
field Presbytery:. 

"The Presbytery of Springfield, sitting at Cane 
Ridge, Bourbon County, beiog, through a gracious 
Prov~den<:e, in more than oroinary bodily health, 
grow10g 10 strength and size daily, and in perfect 
~o~udnes~ and composure of mind, t>11t knowing that 
it Is appomted for all delegated bodies once to die and 
considering that the life of every such body is very 
uncertain, do ma.ke and ordain this, our last wiil -a.nd 
U:,stament, in the man.ner a.nd form following. vb.: 

"We will that this body be dissolved; and ·sink into 
union with the body of Christ at large. We will that 
oar name of. distil)ction, with its reverend title, be for
gotten. We will that 0ur power of making laws for 
the governmeDt of t-he church forever Cfase. We will 
that candidates for the Gospel ministry henceforth 
study the Holy · criptures, and ohtain license from 
God. to JJreach the siruvle u-ospt-1, with the Holy Ghost, 
seut down from heaven. We will that the Church of 

Shakerism was the almost total ruin of it. It ab• 
sorbed many, and discouraged a large portion of the 
remnant. 

ln March, 1805. three men from the Shaker frater• 
nity io New York came west as missionaries. They 
appeared at all the New Light weetiogs. At Paint 
Lick:, Ky., they secured the conversion to thPir vif-WS 
of Matthew Hueston. They told the New Lights that 
they had beard of the work of the Lord in the 
West, and 1ejo1ced in it. Their mission was to shed 
more light. As far as you have gone, they ~aid, you 
are right, but we come to show you the way or the 
Lord more perfectly. They professed to be able to 
work mira.clPs. They urged the peoµJe to confess and 
fori;ake the sin c! matrimony, and eujoy perfect i,;aocti
fication. Tbey drew many after thew and gathned 
them jn communist villages. They estahltshed one 
near Lebanon, O .. one near Harrodsburgh, Ky., and 
two or three others. 

The transition from New Lightism to Shakerum 
was easv, both systems having much that is extrava
gant and professe.-tly supernatural. The Shakers hold 
that the resarrectioo is past and that there is no mar• 
ria.ge. They proft- ss to have fellowship with angels 
and departed saints. Thev claim to speak with 
tongues and they dance in worship. 

The schism in Central and N orthE'l'D Kentucky 
and Ohio, ending in New Li~htism and ~hakerism, 
ext.ended. also to some extent into Southern -K-en
tucky. lil that region, however, there was a 
distinct schism which took form from . dis
cussions and decisions in regard to a question of 
church order. While the New Lights became 
a separate and independent body in one section, the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church was orgaaized in 
the other, both built upon the new light and the neces
sities of the great revival, as tbf-ir adherents claimed; 
but, as we say, each orgacizing and trying to perpetu• 
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ate its disorders and errors.- As Cumberlandism has 
exrended itself somewhat into this region, some ac
count of its origin is in place. 

CUMBERLANDISM. 
At a me6ting of Transylvania Presbyt-ery, at Beaver 

Creek, Barren County, April 13, 1802, ia view of the 
great need of more ministers, au effort was made in 
favor of licensing uneduoi~ men to preach the Gos
pel. It failed, except that one of four candidates bad 
trials assigned. The next fall, Oct. 14, 1802, the Synod of 
hentucky held its first meeting and divided the 
Transylvania Presbytery, and formed the Cumherland 
Presbytery, with a territory comprit,ing all south and 
we._..,t of a line from the mouth of Salt river to where 
the Big Karren runs into Green river, and thence south 
with the Big Barren to its source. The territory com
prised nearly half of Kentucky and part of Ten
nessee. 

the synod dissolved the presbytery aBd annexed the 
sound ministers and churches to the Presbytery of 
Transylvania. 

The Cumberland Presbyterians maintained a <Ujado 
or~anization, without symbols or order, for a few 
yea.rs. They were diligent in promoting the cause of 
religion, and revivals under their ministry continued 
to prevail. ln 1810 they adopted our Calvinistic stan
dards, the Westmrnster Confession (with Calvinism left 
out), and selectt>d for their denominational name The 
Cuwhnland Prl"sbyterian Church. Perhaps at that 
time they had no E'Xpectation of extending far from 
the Cumberland river, but since then they have been 
trying to ~ow beside all waters. They have at least two 
churches within the bounds of our presbytery one at 
Sharon and one 11.t Le ha non. Their principal strength, 
outside of ~outhern Kentucky, is in Tennessee, Mis
sissippi, Missouri, and Southern Indiana and Illinoil5. 

MIAMI PRESBYTERY. 
The Presbytery of Transylvania had met at Spring 

Hill, Tenn., one week before the first meeting of the The Presbytery of Miami began its career in 1810, 
synod, and had licensed four men, Alexantler Ander- with winisters and churches like the conies who are a 
son, Finis Ewing, and Samuel King, men who were I feeble folk. yet they built their houses in the rocks. 
destitute of the literary preparation required by our The} were a sound and earnest body of men. Their 
form of government, as was also the Rev. Jeremiah , work at :first was largely to gar.her the fragments scat
Aheel, a Methodist minis~r received wit.h them. At I tered by iscbism. We have given the ministers and 
the sarue tim1-, Josnua L. Wilson and William Dickey I their locations. The first meeting wis held at. Duck 
were licensed, aft.er proper trials. If the synod had Creek Nov. 16, 1810, when and where Daniel Reydon 
known of this di.sorderly procedure the Cu1uherlaud was ordained and installed. 
Presbytery would not have been organized. The meet- The second meeting was held at Dick's Creek _April 
ing of presbytery was held only a few days hefore the 3, 1~11. Ja,ues Welsh was appointed for one year at 
rueet.ing of synod, at a distant point. and the facts Davton as stated, supµl) with ocL"a ional Sahbaths at 
came to li)o{ht not rill after the aojournment of synod Yt>llow Sµrings and Honey Cru•k; William Rohin~on 
They were not known to any member of Transylvauia I two thirds of his ti111e at Lebanon, Matthew G. Wal
Pre::ibywry present io synod. lace at Hawilton, IJicK's Creek and s~.en MilP, .Toi-hua 
~ Th~ Cu ru her land Presbytery had in it a large ma- L. v~ ilson, · Cincm nat.i, with one ~ahha1 h at Spring
jority in favor of these uncoust-it.utional proceedin~. dale, autl Samuel Bddridge at Lawrt>ncehurg and 
aud othP.r similar licenses were made as so"n as opvor- Whitewi:s.ter; Archhald otet>le licentiate one half of 
tunity offtlred - I his time at Houey Creek a11d one quarter at Yellow 

At the wetiting of synod in 1803, neit.her records nor I ;;priugs. These s11pµlies. with Mr. Heydon, pastor at 
delegates- were present from Cumberland Preshy- P1easant- Rtdg~ and Hopewell, provided for all the 
tery. In 1804 a complaint from miuisters of I churches iu the presbytery. 
Cumberland Prt-sbytery- brou~ht tht>se irregularities At tuis wt-cting a µrivate consultatbn was bi-ld with 
before the synod. The partie:-1 were cited to att .. ud Francis .Munfortand his brother t'eter .Monfort,who had 
the synod in 180.'l, and a committee of five ministers joined the Turtle Creek Church in 1~0~4:. when 
was appointed to attend the next meetinl!: of the pres- 1t was in transition, uuder McNemar to Nt-w Ligbt
bytery, and report their observations. Only one rueru- ism. They bad studied for the ministry for four years 
ber of the committee, Archibald Cameron, attend.-d. with McNemar, Phowsoo, Marshall, and Stone, and 
He WB.:i denounced as a spy, and t.ha appointment of had been New Li~ht preachers for four years. They 
the comruittee as an usurpottion. Mr. Cameron re- expressed tbeir desire to l!Ome under the care of pres
tired, refusing even to sit as a correspond.in~ mem- bytery as candidates for the ministry. After fuil con
ber. ference, it was agreed to ta.k~ no presbyterial action, 

The synod met in Danville, Oct. 15, 1805. The min- but tbat they should continue t.o hold meetings. They 
utes of Cumberland Presbytery were preseot, and did so, letting it be known that they intended to bA
were examined. They showed the licensure of come Pr ... sbyt~rian ministers as soon as they could 
twenty-seven persons. some called regular exhorters. pass through their triais. · At this same meeting of 
and others licentiates. Two members of the pres by- presbytery, April, 1811, Francis :.\loo fort prei-enU>d his 
tery were present who gave notice of great errors, first botn• tor baptism, and ·the ordinance was adminis
also, in doctrine. The synod could not proceed in the tered by the Rev. Joshua L. Wilson. I was prei-ent on 
case because of the absence of the persons charged with that occasion, but I do not speak from recollection. 
defection and disorder. It was resolved to appoint a Six months after, at Springtield, Oct. 1, 1811, Pet.er 
commission of ten ministers and six ruling elders Monfort was .examined by presbytery, and his trials 
to meet at Gasper meeting house, Logan County, on assigned as a candidate for licensure. Six weeks after
the first Tuesday in December, and decide in regard to ward, Nov. 21, 1811, presbytery met by order of the 
all matters in controversy. All concerned were cited Synod of Kentucky, in Cincinnati During the inter
to be present. The commiss!on, John Lyle, chair- vals between the.~ two meetings of preshytery, John 
man, met, and after eight days decided all the mat- Thomson and Robert .Marshall attended the Synod of 
ters committed to their notice. They set aside Kentucky at Lexiugton, Oct. 9, 1811, and asked to be 
the irregular licensures as having been restored to the ministry of the Presbyterian Church, 
conferred' upon men who were illiterate. from which they bad been suspended in 1803. 
and erroneous in sentiment. They cited five of The synod, after full examination-of their present 
the members of presbytery to appear before synod to views and their past course, ~xpressed their willing
anawar 1n regard to these irregularities, and three of . ness for their restoration, and ordered the Presbytery 
them to answer to the charge of unsoundness in doc- of West Lexington, in whose bounds Mr. Marshall re
trlne. sided, and the .Miami Presbytery, where Mr. ThomJ>: 

The majority of the presbytery, or theRe·iival party, son lived, to meet and restore them to the ministry, if 
as they called themselves, ncti.fied the commission that the way be open. At this meeting of the Miami Pres
that they would resist its a<'tion, and they at once bytery order~ by the synod, Mr. Thomson was Te
formed a council and became independent; whereupon swi:oo, and Francis Monfort was examined and re-
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ceived as a candidate, and his trials were assign~. _At I D_avid ~Ionfort :was licensed at _Leban~m, April 3, 
the same time a .resolution· was adopted authonzmg i 181,. His :popular 5er1:'10n was delivered m the co~rt 
Fran~s and Peter MC?_nfort to hold prayer meetings [ by ~ndle light, accord!~~ to ~be ;ecord. He s~pplied 
and exhort in those p1aces where they bad been ac- I Indian Creek, and.was ~ ID tne fall to be 1ts pas
customed to preach. Their trials having been com- i tor. _He 1!as oi:da!ned an~ installed Oct. 29, 1817. He 
pleted and approved they were licensed by the pres- · remamed ID tbIS t:Jeld until 1828, and spent the rest of 
bytery at Dayton March 25 1813. ! his ministry in Indiana and Illinois. lie died Oct. 18, 

Francis Monfort first serv~ the New Jersey Church i 1860. He was an invalid, from hip disease, for _t~irty 
at Carlisle :Station as pastor until 1821, when he was : yea!s, 3:nd_yet was able to do_ full work as a m1mster 
called to Hamilton, where he labored 16 years, after I until w1thm a few years of his de!i-th. 
which he labored in Indiana. Be died June 17, 1855, l The Re!· ~yer Burgess was rece1v~ from the North
in the 73d year of his age. i ern Assoc1at1on of Vermont, at Sprmgfield: Sept. 2, 

Peter .Monfort first served the Church of Yellow i 1817. He labored for a_ time at Troy and Piqua, and 
Springs, and then the Church of Unity the sue- : was called to ~P.~t Um,on. 
cessor of Turtle Creek, and Pisgah. In 1.836 he; The Rev. Wllham Schenck,. of_ the ~byte_ry of 
joined the Associate Reformed Church-since , Long Island, _mov_ed to ~rankhn m 181,, rn bis old 
the U:aited Presbyterian Church. He died ·~ov. 13, age, where h1schlldren hved. He was the grandfather 
1865 in the 81st year oi his age. of Gen. Ro~rt C. Scb~nck.. He died Sept. ~, 1822. 

Mr. Thomson took charge of Springfield, his old Backus W1lher, a bcent1ate of. the Presbytery of 
field, and continued there as long as he was able to do N~w Jersey~ was called to Davton m 1817,. and was or
full ministerial duty. He resigned in 1832, and re- darned and rnstalled Aug. 26, 1818. ~e d1e~ S~pt. ~. 
moved to Crawfordsville, Ind., where he died Jan. 15, 1818, one month and_ four days after bis ordmat1on, m 
1859, in the 87th year of his age. Four of his sons en- the 30th year of his ag~. HE: "!'as one of the most 
tered the ministry: James Thomson, of Mankato, earnest, popular. and efficient mm1sters of the church. 
Minn.; John Thomson, Professor in Wabash College, 
deceased; William M. Thomson, D. D., Missionary at ACTION OF 1818 ON SLAVERY. 
Beirut, :Syria, and Samuel 8. Thomson, Professor in At a meeting of the Miami Presbytery, August 9, 
Wabash Uollege. The first three were licensed and or- 1818, at New Jersey Church, in the house of Francis 
dained by the Presbytery ~f Cincinnati; .James Montort, there was an action on a sut>ject which has 
Thomson was licensed at Harrison, with Frederick agitated the church for fifty years, and on which the 
Augustus Kemper, son of James Kemper, Oct. 5, 1826, Assembly of 1818, meeting a few weeks afterward, took 
and he was ordained with Cyrus Byington, missionary action, that has been the occasion of great interest and 
among the Choctaws, at Oxford, Oct. 3, 1827. John much discussion ever since. The record of the action 
Thowson was licensed Oct. 6, 1828. at Montgomery, of the presbytery is as follows: 
and ordained April 4, 1829, at Venice. Dr. Wilham "The Rev. Joshua L. W:Uson brought in a resoln
M. Thomson, of Beirnt, was licensed at Pisgah, Oct. 5, tion, which, being amended, was adopted, and is as 
1831, and ordained one week later, in the Second follows: 
Church, Cincinnati, with William P. Alexander, "WHEREAS, This presbytery forwarded to the Synod 
missionary to the Sandwich Islands. Dr. Thomson, of Ohio, at their last meeting, a memorial on the sub
of .Beirnt, author of ''The Land and the Book/' is still je('t of slavery, &c., praying that reverend body to 
a member of the .Presbytery of Cincinnati as is, also, send forward a memorial on said subiect to the next 
Mr. Alexander, though his name has been inadver- General .Assembly; and 
tently omitted from our roll. ''WHERE.AS, It appears that the Synod of Ohio have 

The Rev. William Gray was the first minister added not acted so promi,tly and decidedly as the presby
to the presbytery after the licensure and ordination of terv had desired and conceived tne nature and im
Fraocis and .Peter Monfort, and the restoration of John portaoce of the subject demanded; therefore, 
Thomison. He was received from the Presbytery of "Resolved: That the Cow missioners from this pTesby• 
MuhlenbuTgh, at Dick's creek, Sept. '2i, 1814, and at tery to the next General Assembly be instructed, and 
once appoiuted to supply Lebanon, one half of his they are hereby instructed and directed, to lay before 
tiwe, for one year. lie rewained at Lebanon, soon the assemhly an attested copy of said mewuriaJ, in 
giving b.1s whole time, until the fall of 1829, when he order to obtain from the assembly a public H·stiw<>ny 
went to ~pringfield, Clarke County, and after three or again~t the horrid practice of slavery, and that they 
four years became pastor of Hooey creek. His deatb use their best endeavors to obtain the passage of an 
is ret:o!dt'~ on t,he wioutes of _tbe New .:,chool A~sew- I aet ~Y the assem~ly, waking it the duty of Church 
bly 01 1851. Gen. O. l\1. Mitchel was a brother of ;:;ess1ons to excluae from the holy sacrament all per• 
Mrs. Gray. and was indebted tu .Mr. Gray for bis earl) : sons who voluntarily sell slaves." 
training and his adwi:isioo to West Point. .Messrs. Dyer Burgess, John Thomson, and Wil-

At. the weeting of pr~sbytery, l:;ept. 2i, 1814, after a liam Gray were apJ.>uinted Commissioners to the as
coutestand tbe record of the ayt>s aIJd noes, tbe l::iecond serubly, and were all present. Mr • .Bmge~s was one 
Church of Cin~iuuati was organized aud t-stat,lisbed I of t:he coru_mittee of the assembly that. reJJOrted the 
upon the pet1t10n of Jobo Newhouse, John Kelso, aud , acnon winch the a&;ewblv adoi,ted. 1 he c:onnuittee 
Sawuel Lowry. Tbe matter w~is carried to the sy uod ' was appoiuted, as !Jr. B'itird ~ays, in bis Digt-st, after 
and to the G!"neral Assen! bly, ~ut the action ut the considerable discussion. The fact that Mr. Burgt>ss, a 
presbytery finally preva11eu. The controversy over )Oung wau, was placed upon such a corumittee, sug• 
this que::suon was Vtry painful and dawaging to the gests that be had taken part in the discussion, and 
church. •· 1 tbat it grew out ot the paper of the Preshytery of 

Toe Rev. Jame8 Hughes, from the Preshytery of ' .Miami. &>, th~o, the evidence is prettv clear that 
Ohio, wa.s received April 14, 1815, and appointed tu the the celebrated action of 1818, on slavery; onginated 
supply of Ur~ana ao'..J Harmony. He had t>een pastor with Dr. Joshua L. Wi1Sun, of the Presbytery of 
of Lower .Buttalo and West Llhert.y, Pa., from 1790. Miawi, in the house of .Francis Monfort, to which 
.Atter remaining at Urbana three ve~rs he Wl!.S presbytery our territory then beloni.ted. 
chosen the tirst principal of Miami University in At Troy, Oct. 6, 1M9, the First Church of Walnut 
June, 1818, where he remained until bis death, May 2, Bills was recognized and received. ~fr. Kemper was 
1821. it~ s;.ipply. He was it stalled its pastor l>ec. 1, 1819, 
. The Rev. John _Boyd, from the Presbytery of "'\\:a:5h- and his p:.tstorate ended with bis death, .Aug. 20, 1834. 
mgton, was received_ June 25, 1816, and appornted Mr: Andrew Poage, a licentiate of Washington, was 
stated supply at Indian Creek, now Bethel, Oxford appornted Uct .• 6, 1819, as stated supply of the Church 
Presbytery. Mr. Boyd died Aug. 20, serving the of Yellow Springs,· now Clifton. He was ordained 
church less than two months. and installed Oct. 19, 1819. His pastorate continued 
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until- his death. about. 22 yea1'8. ·Muddy Run was a 
part of l.is field for several years. 

EJija:1.b Slack, a. Jicentiate of New BruDswick Presby
tery, formerly Vice-President of Princeton Coll~e 
how 1812 to 1817, and President of Cincinnati CollE>ee 
for several years to 1828, was recf>ived Ang. 12, 1819, 
and ordJl'ined sine tiJ:ulo Dec. 1, 1819- He lived a ftw 
Jears in Oxford, and in BrownsvilJe, Tenn., for five 
years; and -from 1842 to May 29, 1866, the day of bis 
death, be lived in Cincinnati. .As a scholar and a 
teacher, he enjoyed a high reputation, and his influ
ence in favor of education in the West at that early 
day was effective. At his death he was in the 84th 
year of his ~e. 

David Root, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Hope
Wt ll, was recognized July 19, 1820, and became the 
supply of the Second Church, Cincinnati. In April 
followiu2 be wae received upon his dismission from 
Hopewell Presbytery. At the same time (April 5, 
1821), a <'811 was presented from this church and ac
cepted, and he was installed May 24, 1821. He resigned 
April JO, 1832. 

Ludwell G. Gaines was licensed April 5. 1821. In 
October following he was appointed to the· charge of 
Hopewell and Somerset., having preached to them a 
few months. He was ordained May 7, 1822, one month 
after the tirst meeting of the Cincinnati Presbytery. 
Be died Feb. 6, 1861. He was a man of deep piety and 
earnest devotion to his Master's work. 

The only oth\U" ministers of the Miami Presbytery 
who lived and labored in tb.e bounds of the Cincinnati 
Presbytery were the Rev. WilJiaru Arthur and the 
Rev. Samuel Robinson. Mr. Arthur was received 
from the Preshytery of Newcastle Oct. 5, 1819, and 
lived in Cincinnati until his disniission to 
the Preshytery of Lancaster April 11, 1826. 
I can fi11d little concerning him, except that 
he oreac-hed for the SPcond Church occasion
ally and had a difficult.y with Dr. Wilson, wbi<-h came 
into presbytery, for which Mr. A. was censured by 
presbytery. Mr. Robin~on was received irow the 
Covenauters April 6, 1821, and was r,uspended in 
De<:eJJiber, 1821, for intemperance. 

I have given the work of .&JI -Other ministers who 
lived in the bounds-of·tbe Miami Pr-esbytery except 
the Rev. Ahab Jenks, who was about two years at 
Dayt.>n; th~ Rev. James Co~, who was many years 
pastor at Piqua, and afcerward at Dick's Creek and 
Monroe, whoaied Nov. 14, 1856; the Rev. Gnernsey 
G. Brown, who wa~ for a.short time at Brookville; tho 
Rev. NicholasPittinger, wbolaboredforashorttimeat 
New Le.x.ingt.on, and the Rev. John Brich, who tierved 
Urbana and Buck Creek. 

Of the thirty ministers who were in charge of our 
cause in the Miami country from 1790 to 1822t I 
remember all but five-Peter Wilson. Jonn 
Boyd, Richard McNemar, William .Arthur, and 
Backus Wilbur. Memory photographs before me, to
-night, in bold relief, James Welsh, William Robinson, 
James Kemp_er, John T_bomson, Matthew. G. WaJlace, 
Joshua L. Wilson, Damel Hayden, Areh1bald Steele, 
William Schenck, John Brich, Benjamin Boyd, Sam,uel 
Baldridge, Dyer Bui:gess, Elijah black, Ahab Jenks, 
Samuel .Robinson, Guernsey Ci. Brown, Francis M-on
fort, Peter Monfort, David Monfort, James Coe, David 
Root, Andrew W. Poage, Ludwell G. Gaines, and Wil
liam Ciray. I can see them in- the pulpit, and can. 
recall their peculiarities of voice and gesture. I can 
Sf-e them on horseback, with their overalls 
of velvet, faced with buckskin, with their 
saddlebags under them, and their great 
coats tied behind the saddle, and their umbrellas in 
them, and wit.h their hats covered with oiled silk to 
protect them from rain and dust. The captaius of the 
saints were cavalry in those days. I can see them at 
their meetings of presbytery with their wives and 
children often, and in churches crowded with wen, 
women, and children. for meetings of presbytery were 
holidays of hospitality, and fellowship, and worship 
in those days, in which all seemed to be intere~ted. 
Dear oJd wen! our ecclesiastical' fathers and grand
fathers! This generation can not realize bow much 
we owe to their zeaJ and prudence, their industry and 
self-denial in planting and watering thechurch which 
is our heritage. 


