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Ou:r early days 1-How often back 
We• turn on life·s bewildering traek, 

To where, o'er hill and. valley, plays 
The sunlight of our early days! 

! Theophilus Rees, a neighbor and 
I friend of Mr. Thomas Phillips, beth 
! residents of Carmarthenshire in 
I South Wales.· who was· likewlse· a 

In 1787 John H. Phillips and his man of liberal · means, aft·er a full 
two ·younger brothers, Thomas and consideration ot the subject, also·.de
Erasmus, sons of 1\11·. Thomas Phil- : cided to try his 'fortunes in the New 
lips, .a "\\ ... el.shman · of large fortune, Wo:dd, · and forth,with proceed'eit~to 
·were students· at a college, in Wales. make arrangements to that en·d.~
J_ohn :s:.. was the reputed author of Thev accordingly closed up their 
some seditious or treasonable writ- , business, and when that was accom
ings, and to· avo;d arrest and pun-:- l· plished they bade adieu to their na
_ishment,--he decided to emigrat~ to l tive hills in 'Wild Walia/ ··and Sail
America. Accordingly he sai'.lecl ; ed i~ .the _ship Amphion, Capt. Wil
for :Ehiladelphia, accompanied by j liam53, on the· first ¥Y ·, of · April, 
~is- ~rothers, -yv-ho· w~r~ mor~. or le~s. j' ~ 795, ( or as some acco1:1nts have it 
implicated · with }um,·· arr1v1ng 1n 1n 1796 ), for the United States, 
the above named year. They soon. where they a1·rived safely after ·a 
after went tq live iri a ·-w-'3lsh settle- passage of nine· weeks. Many' ot 
ment _in Chester county, in the vicin- their old Welsh neighbors, by· ar
:rty of Philadelphia. . Here -they met. rangement, through the '-kind gener
'""ith Chaplain Jones, a Welsh min- osity or Messrs .. Phillips·snd Rees, 
ister, who was the subject of Pio-· came as emigran,ts in·the.same 13hip 
ueer .. Paper No. · 10. Gen.. Anthony with th~m, though many of them 
Wayne '\'.\"aB also a resident of· Ches- were unable to pay their passage, 
te~ county. and· when he orgal)ized but agreei1:1g to do so upon earning 
the . e;x:·pedHion against the Indians. the money, after tbeh arrival here~ 
in the North West Territory in 1794,. · In October after · their· arrival 
th:rqugh t~1e ~nfluen·ce of Chaplain mQst of this colony removed-to ·Big 
.Jones,_ appuinted John H. ,Rhillips,' Valley in . Chester ~ounty, Pem1syl
a ··ruetnber of_his staff. . vania, where there was:a Welsh set.: 

·These. sons .of Mr; Thomas Phil- tlement. Mr. Theophilus R·ees·and 
li'ps succeeded; after much persua- 1\-'Ir. Thomas Phillips lived for· some 
si'>n, 1.n oll taining· the consent of_ time ·in or near · Phila-cielphia, but 
their father, who was a man ·· of both soon rem·oved te· the Welsh 
w~~l~h, to cl9s~ ~is· business aff'f:\irB settlement in Chestei~·-county. Here, 
and. follow them to America~ -1\ilr. howeTer; t~ey:_did' liot remair.l' long,. 
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but soon,_(probably _in 179~_' ,)they,to-1 ~itat~d the performan.oe ~fat lee.st _a 
gether with others of th€1r country- portion of the return J0Urney to 
men, who had: ·cross-eel the Atlantic· Cambria. county,- on foot, by the lat
with them, ,removed- to ·Bulah, Cam-! ter. On arriving at- the Oh\o river 
bria county, Pennsylvania, where I at or near Fort Pitt, now Pittsburg. 
they formed· a porti9n of a consid- i much to his su1·prise, · and very 
ere.hie. Wel~h. settl~rnent.. In this I greatly to his gratification, he found 
community_ Mr. Phillips' son Thom- his horse, s~a~d1ng upon the banks, 
as, who· cam·e qver in 1787 .. <heel in waiting patiently for the waters , to 
1801. The :· other sen,·. Erasmus, ftow past, so as to enable · him to 
John H. Phi'llips' brother, died in [ pursue his homeward journey, hav
Naw York s01ne years later. \ ing giy·en 1.lndoubted manifestatio}!s 

In 1801 or earli_er. when all onr i of dissatisfaction with his first ex
county c~n1stituted Licking town- ; periment of living in the wilderness. 
ship, Fairfield county, Mr. Thomas i M;r. l{ees and · his horse went 
Phillips and Mr-. T)eophilns Rees : through the process of a very cordial 
purchased t,vo thousand acres of l 1·enewal of their former acquaint
land, · situated in_ what is I_?.OW the ' ance~ and traveled on in harmony 
Nor_th-eastern Quarter-of Granville; together, ·to the Yery great comfort 
township. It borue1·ed on the Mc-:_ and gratification of the former, un·
Kean" township line, aud extended I til they-arrived at' their mutual Cam
almost. to .N ewa.1·k .to.wnship. '".rhey i brian- home in the Alleghanies. · 
purchased of Mr. Sampson Davis, a. i In 1802 ~lr. Theophilus Rees-with 
Walshman- of. Philadelphia,,_ :who j his family-David Lewia, a son-in• 
was: then. an. extensive dealer, in! law of Mr. Rees, and David Thomas, 
West~rn. lands. .The purchase was i another -~on-in-law, with their fami
made, upon . the condition that. the I li~s, and Simon James, 1.vitkout'- bis 

'land ,proved uoon a view of it to be l family, left their homes, in Bula~, 
as represented, the 'purchasers not i Cambri:i county, Penns}·lvania, for 
having. seen it. Ac~ordingly C/hap- I the purpose of permanently occupy
lain. J·ones, l\iorgan Rees .and Simon • ing and improving the Welsh Hills 
James were selected to view the I purchase.· 1\-ir. James was to build 
land:, -who accepted the commissiGn, a cabin on. the Phillips tract, and 
discl:larg.ed .tht duty. assigned them, clea._r · some l~nd, and then to r~turn 
and made such a report as to result in to Cambria. which he did. He, how
the1 ratification of the contract.. _1\Ir._.j ever, 1·emoved with his family to the 
Re~,- 9:n~ _~his r._. so~-il!-law, DavJd., Welsh Hills _ settl~men~ in 1804.
Lems, ·v1s1ted tlue; pui:ch~se 1n , Upon ths arrival of th~s colony or 
1801. . : · ._ -1 Western emigrants at or near Wheel• 

· Late in the-~ame year Mr. Theo--! i~g, they fell in with a frontiersman. 
philus Rees sent his. son John, hunter, scout and Indian-figliter,"by 
:to er.ect a babin and clear _some of the n~me af 'Jimmy Johnson,' who 
•his .land, (the western· half of the felt quite willing_to be transferred to 
tract.having become his), and sow it regions farther Wes,t, as scoutjng 
in wheat, so as to furnish bread for and Indian-fighting, s.s occupations, 
the:famil~V upon their arrival, during had by this time, in a great meas. 
the next. year. _ .He. <lid so-cle~red ure, become obsolete in th~i, ic,cali
the_land, s~wed it in. wheat, andhar- ty. Mr. Rees thinking that an ex
rowed it.by <}:ragging brush over it pert in .those occupations, -and a man 

, with.his,own ha11:ds, to cover it, his of -such diversified genius and tal
horse having. ·strayed.away. He al- ents, might be useful to him in his 
so er~ct'\_d -a: hut or . ca.bin which he wilderness he,me~ engaged_ him to 

_.9ccupied during this initial effort _at accompat;1y "him, sti.pulatin'g to sell 
·farming: . -i.n ~the .. wildemesa .... Hie_,_.him 01;1e. h~ndred acres of land, to 
horse and _ ,hiip.self having uncere- be paid for, in such serv!ce·a ·as he 
moniou~ly parted company, neces- might be· able to render. On their 



arrival at Z~nesville J\:Ir. David him from a smaller arn.11 of:the same 
Thomas found· a demand for the name, also a-son-in-law of Theophi
services of a stone mason, which hP. lus Rees, and lVho-in 1810 settled on 
c0uld render, be therefore remained the pnrchase of 1\ir. Rees. he· hav
to work for some time, when he ing lJeen presented with one lnin
came to Newark and lived in a cab- dred acres of it. 
in on the St. Nicholas lot, until he Th~ophilus Rees, the patriarch of 
built a cabin on his land, and then•, the Welsh Hills,· was a gentleman 
late in the same year, or early in and ~ scholar-a man of intelli-
1803, removed to the Welsh Hills gence, jntegrity~ ·and ·01 great useful
and. occupied his cabin. ness to bis countrymen~ and ·to the 

Mr. David. Lewis-stopped in New- church .. He was .1avora"bly noticed 
ark, and worked there as a stone- in Pioneer Paper No. Lt:, by Capt. 
mason. His father-ii;i-1aw,Theopbihis Munson, and r transcribe from 
Rees, having given · bim one bun- Howe' .a History of Ohio the follow
dred acres of· his land. nir. Lewis ing in0:den~ of him which occurred 
soon took measures to occupy it, -in the early days of the •W~lsh 
which lie did by the erection of s.~ Hills Settlement,'and which pertain43· 
cabin, with the help· G>f Patrick Cun properly to its history, and is entit
ninghd.m ·and h1s sons. ·A-Ir. Cun- led to my effort in-this connection,.to 
ningham ·was from the County Ty- incorporate it into this paper of 
runei province of Ulster~ Ireland, ou1· local records and biographical 
and settled· iB 1801 on wh«J.t has sketches. . 
since_ been known ns the l\Iunson "Deacon Theophilus . Rees~ ._. ·a 
farm, and was the second Sf:tt\er ·in Welsh Baptist, se~tled iri. 1802 ~ in 
Granville town&hip. Mr. Lewis' tbe ~ilderness i9,borili on~ mile and'a 
cabin was probably .built in 1802, balf north of the present village·. of 
but tiiere being a demand'for stone GranviHe, which was·theri an utibTo..: 
mai;;onr.v· in · Newark. during the ken wilderness. The .Granville 
years 1802 -. '03, tlle two first year8 Company settled upon the site: of 
of its· 

1
c~istenc~,- hE, did not leaYe that village iri NoYe~ber, 1805.

there to occupy his cabin and im- During those intervening three 
prove pis land t1ntil near 'the close years Deacon Rees had not enjoyed 
of the latter year.. · a single opportunity of public relig~ 

But • Theophilus Rees, Simon ions worship. His cows had stray
James; 'Jimmy Johnson' and David ed away, and one· Sunday, hearing a, 
Thomas established themselves on lowin·g of cattle, which turned 'out to 
the Hills in 1802, J\Ir .. Rees· most be .those ot the Granville colony;-of 
llkely temporarily occupying, with a whose arrival he had not li.eard;·-he· 
portion of bis family and In.borers, set out towards them,·thin'Irlng they 
until a better one could he Erected, were his own without any·d~ubt~~ 
the but· or··cabin ,put up by bis ·son As he ascended the hills overlook
the year before; and Mess:·s. John- ing tl:N} town plat, he .heard· the 
son, '".rhomas and Lewis construct- singing of the new settlers, in ·,t\}e 
ing cabins for themselves and fa.mi- act .pf public worshfp. · Th~ . reyer
hes, · although the last named did beration df the sound fro.m hill-tops 
not occupy bis ·until the next year. and trees, threw the good man into 
Simon James' occupancy, howeYer, a serious dilemma~· The music.at 
in_ accordance with the original in~ first eeemed to be• behind,then' in 
tention·, ·was at this time only tern~· thettops of the trees or th~:.clouds_,.· 
porary. Theophilus Rees, · D2:1-vid He stopped, till by accU:r~te 'lis~ 
Lewis, David Thomas~ Snnon James, tening _ he caught the direction ·or 
and 'Jimmy Johnson,' were, there: the sound, and, ;went- on-,. ovei->the 
fore, the ·welsh· Hills f>ion¢ers~- brow of tib~ hill where he sa~ on .the 
DavidThomas was·afterwa1.·ds knewn, letel bef-0re_ him .a congr~g&tion·_en~ 
as big Davy Thomas, 'to distingi~ish gaged "in public worship, in the· for;;. 
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es~.. Qp · ]~~~.cll~ng home he told_ his strictures upon his governip.ent, as 
wife .his:inte!;esting exp_erleuces and already · stated, wbieh induced. on_ 
d_is·coverie~, ~d opserved that 'the his part a somewhat hurded cte1)a1·t
promise ofG.ocl is a bond,' a Welsh ure for 'the land of the free.' 
phr~se. signifying that we have se- Tho1nas Phillips was largely en
curit..r equal to a bond tµut religion gaged jn busin~ss in. Cambria coun
~Ht.prevail evecywhe~e. · He said ty, Pennsylva111a, and moving upon 
':these must be good people-I am Jlis·land, imniediately,was found im
not afraicl_ to g9 among: them.·' AI... practicable. He, however, visited it 
_though Deacon Rees t-inderst·ood in 1804, accompanied by his· wife, 
,Eiigl.!sh imp.erfectly, he yet, a(ter- whose adaptation to frontier life~ 
ward. constan,tly attended the 1neet- ana. business cp.pacity and energy 
ings;of the Granville colony, (which-land force of character were proverb
·;w.cre held eve·ry Sabbath), until the ial. They remained ro:r some time 
_o~gaµization · of the Welsh· :Hills and then returned to Bulah, in Cam
Churaµ. in _ 1808, of whose history bria county, wtth the det~rmiri~tion 
xpe~~~o.n will be, made in this paper." 1 to bring tl:..eir busine~s aff~irs there 
. . Tbi_s in.ci,dent made such an _im- to a close, an<i locate themselves 
pr~s~ion on tl;l_e mind . or Deacon perma'Ilently upon their own ample 
;Iiees .. t.11:at ,.h_e ceased not to r~late it possessions in the Noi·th West Ter
ever .afterwards wh:ile be lived,when ritorv .. Thi_s· was accompHshed 111 
he, fQu~d.himself ill the. co~pany! of! t-wo years, therefore in 1806 Mr. 
his pioneer friends,.and new-coiners. i Thornas Phillips an.d his family ar
Such ~as the _ ch~.r1n of t~at .music I rived. at the 'Welsh. Hilis settl_e
\i1- th,e. wilderness, from so mr.ny ment,' where he lived until his 
1;0-iees~ that the·:relation of the 'inc·i- i ·death, ·which occurred MaY 26th, 
-.~.~nt, e~p~ctally. to, christian listen'J.! 1813. ·· ·she .died some years before_ 
~.rs, w,as always enJoyed by htm as a in_· Philadelphia, 'whither she had 
great luxury. And no marvel. gone on busineas. · 

. J q~n. H:. Phillips,. the college boy ; ,- n1Ir:-- Phillip~, like · his ueig~bor 
of 1;7-87...:_the youthful seditious wri- ! and friend.. Deacon Rees, . was a 
ter <:>f Wtiles,-. who left his country l ,v:ell educated gentleman of l~rge 
in.haste, to secure h,is own safety)·a-c- expe-rience ~nd ext_ensive i!lforma
riyeµ_.for the first time on the Welsh tion and reading. It is a 'singular 
·Hills in 1803 or, the yetj.r after, put faet th.at these veteran~pi~neers died 
~-~ r~:m3ined_ only tor _a .short tim __ e.-

1
. in the_. s.~m_ e_ year> and within a_ tew 

U~ _ .:r~~u:rned to Chestei: . county, months of each other, M1~. Ree·s in 
"W'.l;l~re his famJly liv~d, and; supe~in-; F~bruar,Y. and Mr. Phillips in M~y, 
t~n.~ed t~e cQnstruotipn ·of a brict_ge after having lived together aa neigh
oy~r: t4e-Schriylkill river ~t Phila- bor.s in Wales-in eastern Pennsyl-
4~lplliti:. In 1806 be ren1oved to thP. vania-h~ Cambria county, P~_.,-on 
W,~J.~h.Hills, ,-.-here he taught scliool I the '\Veloh Hills~and also.· t91npo·
~J1~l '~~de ~in1sel( ge~er.ally.;,1seful rari~y ~n ~hip-board_ ~hile cr~~sing · 
f!«;}r;.a\)Qµ~ eight years, wh~n he re- th~ A.~lantlc ! In frien~ly comP,an-
~O-·).i ,,e __ _ d t<>. Cinc.i. nn~tj,.where_ he die.a-I ion_ sh. ip.through a life .of many .. y .. ears 

, i.~- :t,882. He w;i.s ·_one .of the earli"~s,t .they l_ived and death did n,ot, _ lo~g 
8zchc,.ol t~~~h.~rs. ·on the Welsh Hills, separate the~. . . . . . · 
a.nd ,v.a$_ · a. m-ari: of fai:." al)ili_ties~and In .1803 Jari:l.eo Ev~ns, Dav-id_Le,,~
g.~0·<;1.:;,~~~q,~1?_hip, w_bo/ ~ade 111s i~!-. ,)"a~es ·Jaµi~s,. a1i_d_a :M;r •. ehad
matk: whereYer . he .~w.a-s.. He. held ;Wick., w,ho howev~r was n9t a W elsl.l-

• ~Q.tl,leJ~filc·i~Lpqs,itions in, Qinctnnati, man, settled:on the Welsµ, Hills. - . 
¾d ;V(;~: g1~e~tly, este~,~~~ th~i~e as ~. ·. ~4<>'918~ ',G,raµier, SOD·Jlf•Jaw . or 
m,~t;t ·o.r.·:~tjergy~ _.iP-,~~grtty ar;tQ, u~efu\~- ~.Jim_Qi.y ~qlJnsoQ','. _ an;cl ~is . p.to,thtr 
:q~~§l, __ ,_- __ :Eµ_~:1.f~th~r',2:;, p;u-rp_o.~.e Jo. mnJ~e ,;Pejie~ Cramer, came' from -W ~st VJr-
. ~--, tp.~r: P~tp, -:-~aja_OJ¥. .of, }iii.n w.as ,, d~·~) giniajn 1804, ~a~· di~. alsQ,_ Mr. :Simpn 
f!¥lt~<l °?.-Y .t~; youµg. ma.n'.s._ sev:ere:• J_am,es, wh~ two_ yea~·~ l;>efore acco~-
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pan~ed th'e. R~es· colouy. D1uing the for the floor, building. the c~i~n~y' 
years 1805· and I806 John Price, q,nd·making and han'giilg. the· ~6tn~, 
Benjamin .Jones, John H .. Phillips so that it .was occ1.1pied· by the·sti·b.n.
and Thomas Powell were added to ger and his family ~tf ·night, _ Such 
the list.'of:Welshmen in the· Welsh was the eariy:.time pi'eneet·-hospitali~ 
Hills settlement. _ ty a:9d· neighborly kindness 011 the 

Samuel J. Philh.ps and .T'homas ,velsh ,Hills, uncl in the judgll,l_e_nt 
Owe11s were· ·among · the Welsh set- 9f charity, their 1nethod of ~pending 
tlers· of 11807 and 1"808; and Jacob the ~101iday ,vns not very obj:ection~ 
Reily._ .n.nd a · ~1:1· .. , 1\'lcLane, not able. · 
w-_elshmen, were bnmigrants of the J.Ur, \Vhite was a innn ormorethan 
same years.. l\lorr;s 1\Iorris; David com1non inteltigencc :1.D.d education-:.... 
Jam.es an:d Joseph Evans, f'lther of of an inquisitive mind~-and·exterisive 
Joseph and Lewis, of Newark, came reading-of independence an<l · frank
in 1809, and 'little David T'homas,' ness, ancl upright character. He was 
son-in-law of Theophilus Rees, and the father of: a number of sons·; the 
Mr.'~Samuel White, sr., came in most 0onspicnous ·of whom #ere· 
1810:. Mr.. W•hite: was a son-in~ Jonathan and San1uel. l\lr. White 
law _ · of Mr.. Thoma.a Phillips, clos~d his eY_entful cateer Sept. i~th 
an·d l,hough not ·a_ Welshman 1851, at the good old n.ge of ,eig~ity-. 
albeit'his wife_ was a nati:ve of Wales, , nine years. · .. 
he yet· became very closely identifi"ed I .T 011at.hun White, son of tb.e. fore
with the history of the "W¢lsh Hills· going was born it1. Cambria Uouut,*, 
settlement." . He wss bor11 lVlarch P1L, in 1800, and cu1ne to the "Welsh 
4th · 1762 in Peterborough, near H1lls," with his father'in :liH0; · He 
Boston in Massachusetts. · He was· became a good scholar undei• the 
favored ·with a p·artial collt;giat_e edu. teaching of Re?· Thomas Bi'1.ird~ or 
eation, but before 'the completion of. ~ewa.rk, and was a yot~ng _1nan of 
hi$. col~~ge course h~ co.minencecl _ a. ·1· very fine _talents, e:'cellin~ in ora.toi·y. 
sea-iartng. career wlnch he pursued Had'. he hved to 1n.1dclle hfe h~ w._ould 
for twelve, ~years., He· visited the_ doubtless have become distinguished 
four· quarters of the. globe, while •u as a public speaker, but.he died in 
seaman, and during that tiu1e- was 1827, nt the ag~ of t,venty-seven~in 
shii:>:""'wreeked near-Cape. Horn. I-le Stark county, Ohio, whe>~e lie was 
ther~upon res~lvecl up~>Ji aban~oning l engaged at that thne as a Can·alJJon~. 
the hfe. of a sailor, whrch he d1cl, u P-: · tractor. . , . _. . · . 
on his ar:rival at the City of Philadel-l Samuel White, Jr., was. born in: 
phia. · Here he eut-ered into tbe em-· ~he "'\Velsh Hills settlement" M,ar~h- 3d · 
ployment of Mr. Thomas Phillips, iu 1812. He was ambi~iolis in the ina't'
the ~apacity of a teamstei, in 1797 . ter of, obtaining an education, _ and 
who was running a wagon line "be- ente~·ed the Grau-ville College .as, the:· 
tweeB Philadelphia an4 the Welsh fi'J·st st·i~de,1it on the list on . the first 
~ettletnent 1n Qambria county.[ Her€· day oftheji1;st ter?tt. of said College'. 
he intermarried in the same yea1' Here· .he remained fo1, som.-e time;· but· 
with ·the daughter of his en1ployer., difficulties growing,. out of· 'diijcus- · 
He rerriain;ed in Camb1·ia county un- sions· of the -slavery q1.1estion leer 
til 1810,, "'.°P-en he 1·emoved · to the. him to complete his Colleg~· CQUJ'Se;· 
Welsh ·Hills~ _ . - .at Oberlin. .A~ter leaving College.· 

Soon after his arri_val there, the .in 1836; · he entei-ed the- law office or 
settlers_ on the· "Hills" met in force,· the late Col. Mathiot, as a: stu<;ien t; _ 
and; ,welcomed the: new::..comer by and _ was admitted· to iij,e• Bai~_ iµ 
bui:1~~·g)ill!l a cabin~ 1.'hey ~elebrat- _1837~ · He: co11tinu~d- hi tlie,prac~ice or: 
'ed_~~e·,'?Jir~~~Iiias, _ of 1~_1 O~· by cutti~~ th~ __ ~aw:·-q~til :1°'J~: . 0~3:t~·, w~!• :~?.P~. 
dQwn tne· trees, ~~d--ra~sing· th-e cab~ place ·J~~y 20th. 1844. -.. _ ,He . _ wae;_ a;· 
and:~ tjv.m.g:-:.tb;e 'claP-b<>ards , for -1;l(e_' '_$U~ces~ful_. cah_dfa.at~f~ ,foi~· th~ .. Stat¢·: 
roof; "splitting· and· h"ewing·-.·tJie ···trees·- _Uegislatuf:e in " T843';· ·an<r·- oec!Ulie a· 
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lead~r.:i~_that: bqdy. In 1844 he r.e- gumentation, in pbilosQpbi~a,1- ... r~:... 
cei:ve~ ·t,he·noinr~ation of the- "'Whig so_riing, in legal acumen or.-a.l>ilicy-. pe 
Pl!-J-tY: '.for, -Congress in_ ~e District dld not excel, but in the ele:qients of 
c~lmpose_d of tha. counties of Knox; a popular, stump or2ttor, yo uni(, as 
Licking._·~~d 'F,r9!nklin~- in· opposition he was, he.has-had but ,.few. _equal.a, 
t·o .Qol. C. J. -~cNulty, one of the and fewer supe1·ioi·s. , M~ny still re,
most able .. and accomplished s-cump member that he and B. B., Taylor, 
speakers.and ,political campaig~ers Esq., a Democratic chai:µ.pion; .ni.~<le · 
in Ohio. - They conducted the.• _can- much -~u~ic-ofthe wrangling,d:iscord~ 
vas"with· extraordinary vigor, ·and it ant sort, dudng the.famou.s.l~g-<:!apin 
1s generally conceded that· it was and hard~~ider campaign· of l.8_40 .. 
o_win.g.to the :herculean labors of Mr. They were often pitte.d. against -~~ch 
White during· this campaign that he other in the _three or four subsequ~nt 
9ojl~~cted a f~v~r. which so: utterly conte_sts; producing:unifor~ly ~µs.ic. 
p'f.ostrated hi~.rts to end in _his deatht . of the .harshest sort. . . 
Q9liimbus Delano,. took, his place qn . Sam White was fearless, indep.ei;id~ 
thEftick~'.t and was: elected by ·a ma~. ent, o.ut~poken, 'fx:ank, hones~,.-_nev~r 
jor~ty~o:ttwelve votes~ · .. · uttering opinions he did.-not beli~y.e., 

Sa~ -Wb:ite, for·, sometime . edited; and .. ·always . gav.e expressiE>n ·to 
in p.att,:_the -~eW;~rk ·Gazette, l?t1t·_in. thoughts·heentert~tned,witb,out 'fear~ 
this· vocationit cannotbe satd that he favor or affection/· . In the f~:i;non-s 
ex:bipite,4.extraordinary n.bility. He·, crusades of h~s tinies.agains~ .Slav:~ry,, 
was nbt·temarkable: as a writer.. . ·· : and Intempe1·ance,·. -he. wa$ ~lwl);ys 

·'.llf llla4e. ~he,· repeptio.n speech in: I i~ the front r.anks, -playing the part o,f 
~84~_;: oti th~ o¢cas,lon of !he ~arrival\ :Ric~~hl~ the lion ... henr-ted, a:nd, play.: 
of J'ohn- ·Qu1~~y A~ams, 1n Newark, 11ng 1t well. 
w~iich was" 1l~iv_e_rs~lly conceded·to I '.·' H~· n~se!ted·the right of'. .. .free., dis
h~ve· ~et3~ a p!e-.em1nent su_ccess. .· I cuss~on~mdee,d · h~ became the ac

. Sam~el Wlute; J'r., was ,a.· man of, knowledged champion . of the: .f1~ee-
1·emarkable. 'fo'rce ',and. po,ver as a) dom of the· Press . a~d .Speech', . and 
pubUe · spe~ker. ·1f··, is _u~_dohl?tedly' · ni~re than one~ braved igfrorant; in
true,. that' his .equal as an 01·ator, be-- t'ur.iated, brutal iµobs who tyr.~ni~1'lly 
fe>i'e a promiscuous :J.ssembly, and hi ,denied the. libertj:- of speech. Sa.m 
a certain,kind of'cases before aju1:y, White neve.r ·shrank fro1n .. -the open· 
has. ne·ver been ·pi·oduced i:a ·the avowal e>,f his sentiments.under 2-1py 

cou'n~y ·of-Licking. He was with~r;. amount ofp9p1.i-la.rodium,. andthe?:e
i~g in :sarca.~111-·-· of ~nsurl}assed pow- in he attaine<!,. in -those heroic. t·imes, 
er/-inJnve.ctive·-·_-· exceedingly ready to the highest-point of i-ndependent 
an~·.P~in~ed in rep_ai;t¢e,_atu1. otvery 'inann.oocL He and l held opposing 
gr~~t: sev~1·ity· ir1/stiictures upo1i par- politieal op~nion~, qut.we :we1:e in har~ 
ty rii¢as.~~;es·· and :P~rty le~ders~ In 1 ni.ony ~n the qti~stion of the:right .of 
de~la.1:D.~tory harangues ~nd in.satiri- \ fre~ discussion·, and now, 11.fte~.-he)ias 
cal ch·atory "he_ was ,p·erfectly . over- 1 been a tenant of the tomb. a:qµarter 
wlteh:ri'iil.'g .. · I:n::aptriess· of Scriptqral i of.a ~entury, I avail myself:with,the 
quotations I>have n'eYer heard him .highest degree ·of pleasure of.the op~ 
extleJled,_ .. '".('9'wo:r;k:UP an .a:udienee portunity'wbich this occasion affords 
to-·te-yer heat in excitement; w.as, with. to bear testimony to. one of nature's 
h,ni.~' ._.tjf•,·.e~sy· accoDiplisliment, and highly gifted ones, with whom-Twas 
to.~way:~he· n:~.ultitude by h,1s in:flam.- not in political: harmony, and. some
mat.ory appeals, was a feat he c9uld times not on terms of friendly:. per
pe;r,fo~m in double quick _time .. _ He sonal relations. ]J"ut he bad:a noble 
was' \~d~ed·a man of -wondtrful pow- nature and was therefore. placa,bJe, 
er;~~~ his early. ~eath is: all~ that, in forgiving, gen~rou.s,. ~agnanimous. 
my op~M'op., prev.~µ.ted nim from ta~-· . : One of the uncommon men,.·.o:f ~e 

· ing:, ~J~ta~t t~~ ·:m.nong" th~· popular e~ly dfl.ys, ; on · t~e "'.Welsh . ~ills,'.' 
·or~oors .'.~f·Ani~rlc'a~:· :· ··,In __ logical .. · ar::· was a Baptist Pr~acher, a '.Welshmtin 
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or an@ceentric. chara.cter, who was dei·ived most ofhiscc;:,nsequencefrom 
generaJly known a8 Chaplain Jones. the fact that he placed five sons into 
He passed current .among our early the Baptist ministry, who. were all 
Welsh settlers to whom he made long more or less distinguished. They 
visits, as an odd genius, whose lead- were named David, John, Benjamin, 
ing eharacteristic was vanity, which Daniel and Evan, and all entered the 
he exhibited by wearing the military pulpit while yet very young. 
toggery of a Chaplain, long aft~r he David, the eldest was for a num
was placed on the peace establish- ber of years pastor of the Baptist 
1nent. rte is still remembered by a Church in Newark, as was also Ben
few· of our Pioneers, as a man o-r jamin. David was a man of:wonder
'pomp and circumstance,' whose ful volubility in the Pulpit, and ra"Q.k
chief glory it. was that he had been a ed with the first class of. the school 
Chaplain in the army of Gen. Wayne. known as ''revival orators." · His 
He was noted for doing every thing brothers also had similar gifts,. and 
that -he did with a flou1'ish-a grand were all 1 iberally P-ndowed with .tal
s well. He always wore the queue ents as public speakers. They were 
the cocked hat, the small coc,kade. remarkable men whose fame spread 
the shoe and knee buckles, and, abroad, and who made considerable 
breecbes-,.iu short the dress of a gen- ! stJr in the world as pulpit orators of 
tlemen of the "olden times." Chap- I more than average natural i;>owe1·s. 
lain Jones, though vain and pedantic, 1 They never enjoyed superior educa
was a good . scholar ancl a talented tional advantages, nor attained to 
preacher. any distinction in scholarship. I 

Chaplain Jones came over fro1n think they have all deceased, except 
Wales, sometime before the Indian Benjamin. 
war of .1794 and settled in Chester Fro1n the foregoing it will be seen. 
eount.y, Pennsylvania. Gen. Wayne I that the purchase of l\lessrs .Rees 
appointed him a Chaplain in his I and Phillips, formed the nucleus· of 
al'my. · Sometime .thereafter he set- I the Welsh settlement in Licking 
tled in Cambria county, in Western \ county. Theophilus Rees settled 
Pennsylva:nia, where he mad~ the upon his h~lf _ of the purchase, . and 
acquaintance of Theophilus Rees. Af- surrounded himself by his sons 
ter-this he removed to the "Flats of Theophilus and John and his sons
Grave Creek," a few miles l)elow in-law the two David Thomas' ancl 
Wheeling, on the Ohio River After David Lewis, and his hunter "Jim
his friend and Baptist brother, The- my Johnson," giving to each of 
ophilus Rees, removed to the Welsh them a.hundred acres or thereabouts; 
Hills he received frequent visits from of his land. 
liim, and enjoyed the benefit of his J\ir. Thomas Phillips, settled upon 
ministerial services. He acq oired his portion of the purchase, and like
valuable possessions on the Owl wise surrounded himself by his sons
Creek, in Knox county, but never and sons-in-law, giving to each of 
movecl there, nor into our county. his sons John H. and Samuel J., 
, Howe's History of Ohio says, "that about one hundred . acres and to his 

the first Baptist sermon preached in . sons-in-law, Thomas Owens, Samuel 
Granville, was preached by Elder White, William Morrison and John 
Jones in 1806. This ''Elder;•" Jones Evans, an equal quantity, the two. 
was in all probability, "Chaplain latter however never _occupied it. 
Jones.'· J\'Iorrison lived on land 1n the near 

'"'Chaplain Jones" died. at his resi- vicinity, but Evans never came to 
dence on the "Grave Creek I:flats" Licking county. To a grand-daugh
about the year.-1815. ter Mr. Philips gave two hunqrell 

A :welshman, who passecl current acres, but she never occupied it. 
on the ~~Hills" as D1·. Thomas, set- It is impractica:Ole -to give- .the 
tled~ there about the . -~ar _1828. He nn.~es of the immigrants frQm Wrales.,. 
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who settled in Licking county, in Rev. Owen Owens, and daughter of 
each year, subsequent to the year Simon .James. 
1810. It would extend ~bis paper LOCATION, BOUNDARlES A ND DESCRIP-
to an unreasonable length. to go in-
to details, to that extent. Aud it "is TION OF THE ""WELSH EIJ;,LS." 

highly probable that the names of a The portion of the cottn ty of Lick-
nurnber of those who cmne here be- ing in which the first "\Velsh settlers 
Jo·re· that time have been omitted. located, ha:::, ever since•been known 
Suffice it to say however that ad- and designated as the "Welsh Hills 
clitions were 1nade to the number Settlement." It was or1ginally lini-: 
f1·on1 yenr to year, so that, notwith- it.eel to the north-east quarter of 
standing the numerous deaths and what is now the· Township of Gran
removals the number of the Welsh ville, lint the settlement gradua11y 
inhabftans of Licking county, inclucl. extended in all directions; anct its 
ing those who are in whole or in present boundaries, althouo-h some
part of Welsh parentttge, cannot be what indefinite, may be gi~en with 
:much less than two thousand five some degree of approximation to 
hntidrecl, at the present time. They accuracy. The Welsh Hills Settle
live principlly in the 'Welsh Hills ment is mainly within the townships 
Settlement," and in the city of New- uf Newark and Granville, but it ex
ark ancl village of Granville. tends slightly into the townships of 

Of those ilnmigrants fro111. Wales Newton and McKean. It beain , at 
who settled on the "Welsh I-lilts" Sharon Valley, at a point ab;'ut t~o 
after the year 1810, I 1iun1e Daniel miles north-west of Newark, and ex
Griffith (1812) Wulter Griffith anc1 tends in a north-westerly direction 
Nicode1nus Griffith, (1815 ), David into l\ticKean township, and ::.E 
Pittsford· (1816) and Hugh .Jones uetween five and six miles lono·. It 
(1819 ). has a width ot four miles or ~ore 

extendinrr on the no-rth-east 1·nto' 
. Eclwarc1 Price and Edward Gh;Hll ._, 

earne in 1821, and Rev. Tho1nas N~wton Township, its south-west-
II:ughes 1111822. Accessions continu- ern boun.d ary being in Granville 
eel to be made at intervals, to the township, near the village of Gran
population of the vVelsh Hills, fro1n ville. It is all between the road 
\Vales, but, as abqve indicated, "it i·unning north from Newark to Uti
woulcl be found tedious to extend ca, rtDd that running west to Alex~ 
the list of names. Of the above ns n1.- auclria. 
cd Daniel Griffith was a man of1nuch The country known as the Welsh · 
1nore than common shrewdness and Hills as its title implies, belongs to 
natural ubility. Walter and Nico- th e class designated as h'illy, but it 
demus Griffiths were also valuable may be· regarded as rather fertile 
111en in the community. particularly· in the production of th~ 

cereals. It was originally all beav 
Of those members of the families ily timbered, but is no,v mostlv 

of Messrs. Rees and Phillips, ·who cleared land. Farms generally ai=-e 
came from "\Vales in 1795, l\irs Eliza- not large, and some timber suffi
beth Thomas, wife of "little David cient for present and prospective 
Thomas/' and daughter of Theophi- purposes, is found on each of them 
us Rees, was . the last survivor. She with rare exceptions. ' 
diec1 May 3d 1855, after a residence A considerable quantity of level 
in America of sixty years. · a.nd slightly undulating land is 

There·are still t'loo survivors of found on most of the farms, which 
the ship load o_f emigrants of 1795, produces corn and different varieties 
·who came to Licking county. These ·of grasses well. Soft water springs 
a,re Es~her James, widow of Edmund abound, and it may be considered 
J ~mes,· and daughter of Daniel Grif- one of the best watered sections of 
fith ; and Phebe Owens, widow of i Licking county, altheugh the 
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streams are small. The principal him as their prey j much to his dis
springs ore described in Pioneer Pa- comfort. In these hostile acts tlley 
per No. 35. had made considerable progress 

The ''Welsh I-Iills Settlement" has when some of the settlers, who had 
alwavs been regarded as one of rare been very opportunely drawn thith
salubriousness, healthfulness being er l1y the 'l'nusuany· fierce bowlings 
the rule among the hardy, robust of the hungry beasts, rescued hin1. 
inhabitants, and sickness the excep- On frequent occasions in the night 
tion. season. the wolves would gat!ler in 

force around persons passing fro1n 
HARDSHIPS AND PRlVATIONS OF THE I one cabin to another who had to be 

WELSH PIONEERS. relie:vecl by _their frie~ds armed with 
The earliest settlers on. tbe 'Welsh guns ,r torches. 

Hiils' endured great hardship~ and 1\Irs. Cunningham, above mention
})rivutions, both in reaching their ed, states that one night while h,er 
wild, western homes,. and during I brothers, sons of David Lewis, and 
the first few years after their arriv- herself, were engaged iJ1 boiling 
al. They had to cut out 1·oads to suga1·, near their father's house, a. 
enable them to get to the spot, with l pack of wolves SlHr'"Jundecl them 
wheeled vehicles, selected for then· and assumed such threatening atti
future homes; and the roads over . tudes as to render it necessary for 
which they travelled, after croo1:nng l their parents and their neighbcrs to 
the Ohio River, were ot recent con-1 disperse them, which they di.d with 
struction, and but_ little better than I the aid of torches and fireb1·ands,and 
b1ind paths through the woods.- perhaps with powder and J9au too. 
They gene1·ally came in wagons, but They were held at bay by the boys 
a few are said to have brought their j in the ~ugar camp, with the free use 
n .. 1nilies in canoes to Zanesville. , of their firebr3nds, but the almost 

Indians often visited the 'Welsh l entire exhaustion of their fuel, be
·Hills Sett~ement,' in -early times, but fore the arrival ot assistanct, render
they were not l\ostile. A s01·t of u. ed their condition extre1nely penl-
chief, named 'Big Jo,' and a few of l ous. . 
bis followers, we1·e frequent visi- j Bears were numerous. and,panth
tors at the house of David Lewis, as l ers much less so, but they were 
is still distinctly remembered by both enemies more or less formida
one of the 1nembers of his fnmily, ble, of the vVelsh IIills Pioneers. 
Mis. Ann Cunningham, wife of CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WELSH·, SET-
John Cunningham, and who was of- TLERS IN LICKING COUNTY. · 

ten pre_sent during their visitations. I The early time Welsh immigrants 
They did _n_o harm to the settlers ex-. to Licking county, ·with but few, if 
cel?t to frighten the women and 1l any exceptions, had but a limited. 
children •. and w?r_e therefore not. knowledge of the English language. 
v~ry w.elcome v1s1tors a1nong the 'I They also tenaciously maintained 
pioneers. the necessity, propriety and import-

Wolves were very troublesome ance of perpetuating the use of 
to the early settlers on the 'Welsh their own vernacular, in their wilder
Hills.' It is related of a son of The- ness homes. In these views they did 
ophilus.Rees, that on one occasion, not differ from the Qermans and 0th
when some ways from the house in er foreign nationalities, and it.is al~o
the night time, a pack of wolves gether reasonable and natural to _en
surrounded and treed him, and then tertain such ideas. Settled together 
proceeded to gnaw at the tree _and I on contiguous tracts of land, an_d in 
to· menacin~ly demonstrate other-~lnear proximity to e!lch other, and 
wise against him, while resti~g on forming a community by themselves, 
the. lower limbs of a small tree, evi- composed almost exclusively · or 
dently for the purpose of securing Welshmen; who spoke Welsh, and 
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who knew little of nny -other lan-1 gether with many others .of their 
gus.ge, they were enabled for many I countrymen, more recent · immi
yea.rs, to attain to their w:shes, and I grants, still live; and there Welsh 
give practical effect to tbefr notions j habits and characteristics, though 
with a good degree of success; and somewhat modified, still predomi
the resn:t was that the Welsh lan- nate. It was wise in them, COllling 
guage, and no other, continued to from a far country, into this then 
be spoken in many of these families· westeru wilderness, to settle togeth. 
for a long series of years. The er and form a community by them
views they entertained, and the cir- selves, the1·eby securing mutual pro
cumstances su1·rounding them,grow- : tection, mutual aid, and greatly i.n
ing out of their own inability to con- li creased facilities for social enjoy
verse in English, and the utter ig- ment and for mental and moral im
norauce of the Welsh l~ngua~e,?n j provement, by the establishment of 
the part of those composing conc.1g- such schools and churches as they 
uous neighborhoods, made their desired. As already intimated many 
condition of neqessity, one of iso- of the older persons of the early 
lation, of apparent exclusiveness, or Welsh settlers never succeeded in 
as it appeared to some, of clannish- acquh-ing a-knowledge of the Eng
ness. But this was no fault, if fault lish language, or even such a 
it was, of t.heir"s .. It w~s one of the' knowledge of it as to understana it 
inevitable necessities growing out thoroughly, when spoken by others; 
of . their condition. Surrounding and by living together in a communi
circumstances haye generally a large, ty by themselves, the necessity of 
indeed a controlling influence in understanding and speaking tho 
Jormi:ag character, ancl they only language of the country in which 
yielded to the l3W of convenience, they lived became less 1mperative. 
of necessity, which forbade unre- Their children however, generally 
strained familiar intercourse be- 1 overcame the obstacle, and sorne of 
tween the inhabitants of this Welsh the adults acquired such a knowl
settlement, and outsiders who spoke edge of our langage as to understand 
another language and understood it when spoken, without being able 
not a word of their's. Under these to respond in it, while 'many of them 
circumstances unrestricted sociaf in- ultimately both understood and 
tercourse with their neighboring, spoke the common colloquial lan
_A.:1ne·rican fellow-settlers was found guage of the backwoodsmen of our 
to be measurably impracticable, ancl country with a good degree of facil
our Welsh pioneer friends we1·e ity and accuracy. All their descend
necessaril'\"" confined in their inter- ants of the present generation, both 
change of the usual courtesies of understand and speak it with facili
good neighborship to their own ty, and receive most of their educa
countrymen. Such surroundings tion and training in it. Religious 
necessitated a degree of excl"hsive- instruction is· still given them in 
ness~ Such a combination of cir- three churches in Granville town
cumstances very naturally p1·oduced ship and in two churches in the city 
-the state of isolation and social con- ! of Newark, in Welsh. 
dition in which they lived. 1 Our Welsh pioneers and their de-

The settlement established by the scendants, as well as the present 
Welsh Pioneers, Theophilus Rees, Wel51h population of Licking coun
David Thomas a11d Simon James in ty, may be characterized as pre-em-
1802, in our county, as a nucleus inently religi(!_ns, adhering genet·ally, 
around .which their countrymen soon either to the Baptist, Methodist or 
rallied. in considerable force~ has Congregational Churches. · They 
ever since been known as the 'Welsh are, with rare exceptions., · Calvin-
Hills Settlement.' There the de- -istic in their views, holding thoee 
ac~ndan~ ·of .the· -early settlers,• to- peculiar· tenets, probably, . in· their 
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milder forms. They are Calv-inist.":: I Oppression-of Liberty against 'ryr
at all events, whether Baptists .. any-of Freedom against Sia-very. 
Methodists, or Congregationalists.!\ When Protection and Free rrrade 
Probably a larger proportion of. were contending for so many years, 
them are church-goers ~nd churc1' 1 for the supremacy in our govern-
1nembers, than is to be found among· mental policy, the Welsh voters 
any other classes or nationalities of generally r:;illied under the Protec-
our population, native or foreign.- tion flag. . 
They spend more, very much more: When our Federal Union was nn
time in their churches for the pur-; periled by traitors they were almost 
pose of receiving and imparti!lg 1·e-: universally loyal to the government, 
ligious instruction and for devotion-• and many of them went forth, like 
al exercises, than is usual with other: hero-patriots, to meet the cohort,s 
churches, and with other classes of of Treason in deadly conflict on the 
our ciLizens. And they are .not sur- · sanguinary battle field. But few of 
· passed by any other of our cliurches,: them, if any, to their honor be it 
or by any other exist.ing system of: spoken, gave manifestations of sym
mora! training, in efforts to uevelope. pathy with treason, during the te1·ri
a high order of consistent chrisO an; bly devastating war made by traitors, 
character. In the language of the· in the interest of Slavery, against 
prophet, they make themselves 'joy- i onr government. The Welshmen of 
t'ul in the house of prayer,' and in: Licking ~e1·e Patriots, th€01eti<:!ally 
'songs of the night' they make mel-, and practically, and many of them 
ody. The Welsh· people of Lickino-: offered up their lives as a sacri
county sustain five churches, exclu~ ! flee upon the altar of their coun
sively, besides forming an iuteo-ral · try-of ·Humanity-of Freedom-of 
portion of a nu111ber of others~ in i Unversal Liberty. Let their memory 

· which they receive religious 1nstruc-. be e-ye~· gratefully cherished by their 
tion in the English·. langusge.- surv~v1ng countrymen and fello-w
P~ominent among these is the ,v elsh . patriots. 
Hills Baptist Church, which was or- Our Welsh people have always 
ganized with Welsh members, in! given encouragement to Sehools, 
great part, and sustained to a con-! ancl other agencies employed for 
siderable extent, by them ever since. 1 mental and moral improvement. 

Our Welsh fellow-citizens are al- i They have been accustomed to read, 
so, very generally, friends of Tem- ! ~·eflect, reason .. and mature their opin
perance. When the Main_e Law was: ions, and '!hen formed t1:1ey ~dhere 
in issue, in 1853, they were its un-1 to the~ w~th gr~a~ tena~1ty-1ndeed 
flinching friends, and have always' t~ey :i,re proverbial. for firmnes~, "?n
been opposed to free drinking and I y1~ld1n~ determ1!1at1on, and ~e<ns1?n 
in favor of Temperance. Especially: ?1 chaiacter. 'Ihey J:_io~d their op1n
zealous and ardent friends of Tem-. ions because they behe"ve them to be 
perance were they, ctu1·ing the pro- i cori:e~t: and they never give _them 
gress of the Washingtonhln move-I up for t~e ~ake of accommoc~ation
ment·in 1841, and for several subse- l they do~~ l\.no-w how to do 1t-th~y 
quent years. , a_re positive men--men of conv1c-

- l t1ons that are not to be surrendered, 
During al~ ~he -.veary years of ~1- 1 to please anybody. 

1no_st despairing hopelessness, 10 I rrhe denizens of the Welsh Hills 
which the fierce battle bet':een_ l:t'ree- have always been up to the average 
dom and Slavery was raging in our I standard in intellio-ence and o-eneral 
coun:ry, the Welsh popu~ation -ot 1 information. Sustaining Ch~rches, 
L~ck~n~ county~ sto~d with g~eat Schools and the Press as they do, 
una?-1im1ty, on the s1~e of R1~ht they could not well fail to reach a 
aga~nst. Roh1?ery-of -~uma~it:yl fair condition of enlightenment. 
against Barbanty-of J~1st1ceaga1nst They plac~ ri. full estimate upon 
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n1oney, but are neverthelesB scrupu
lously honest and conscientiously 
upright; . generally manifesting a 
high degree of integrity in their busi
ness relations. The present occu
pants of the Welsh Hills, being the 
descendants of the 1:'ioneer settlers. 
have become considerably .America-1.
ized, readily adapting the1nselves to 
An1erican institutions, language, 
habits, customs, ideas and modes of 
thought. They are distinguished for 
honesty, sobriety, industry, frugality 
nnd good citizenship generally, and 
can justly claim a good degree 
of exemption from debasing habits, 
fro1n indulgence in grovelling pro
pensities, from drunkenness, and the 
debauche-ry, vice and crime which 
degrade .humanity. 

"·Lives of goocl men do reiniud us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And departing. leave behind us 

ing the year 1809, on the Rees pur
chase, one.mile ncrth-east of Gran
ville, which was used more or less, 
as a church and sc·hcol-house, for 
several years, when 9 building 20 by 
24, feet was erected two miles north, 
of round logs &ncl puncheon floor 
and pulpit. ~Ir. Phillips donated a. 
few acres of land in connection with 
this church, fo1· a cemetery, in which 
he and many of his family and des
cendants were burried. In 1822, 
this church was used as a school
house,and accidentally burned down. 
Deacon Theophilus ·Rees had aleo 
donated some ground for a ceme
tery where the original church was 
built, which is still known as the 
"Welsh Hills Cemetery," and in 
which he and his f-lrmily were buried. 
It wJ.s given by him, Feb. 6th, 1808, 
and on said day Ret:s, son of Da-vid 

. Foot-prints on the sands ofr_rime." 

THE V{ELSH HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH. 

· Thomas, was buried therein, which 
was the first interment. David Le,v
is, und Simon James, dug the g1·ave. 

. The Welsh Hills Baptist Church, 
w~s organized Sept. 4th, 1808, in 
the cabin of Mr. David Thomas, by 
Elder Jan1es Sutton, assisted by a 
J\'f r. Steadman. It was styled the 
,. First Regular Baptist Church ot 
Granville, (the settlement in w_hi.ub. 
it was formed, being in Granville 
township,) and continued to be 
known by that name until 1819, when 
upon the organization of the R~gu
lar Baptist Church, in the village of 
Granville, its name was changed· to 
its present title, as above. This 
church as originally organized, con
sisted of nine tn6mbers to-wit: Tt.e
ophilus Rees, David Thom~s, Jr., 
Nathan Allyn, .. Jr., David Lobdell, 
.. T oshua Lobdell, rrhomas Powell, 
Elizabeth Rees, Elizabeth Jones, 
and Mary Thom=.s. The organiza
tion of lhis church in the wilder
ness, ·was further perfected by the 
elect-ion of Theophilus Rees, to· the 
office of Deacon, and Joshua Lob
dell, to the· office ot Clerk. This 
church worshipped in private hous
es for some time, but a log building 
with a puncheon floor in it, 111 size 
about 18 by ·20 feet, was erected dur-

These meeting houses ,vere used 
alternately, for the mutual accomo
dation of the old people of these 
neighborhoods. A 5Chool-house 
which stood. at a point about mid
way between these· meeting houses, 
was used for some years for church 
purposes, private houses also mean
while being used more or less, as 
well as the churches. 

In 1823, a large hew eel log meet.;. 
ing house was built near the site of 
the one that was burnt, w.here the 
public services oi the church were 
conducted until 1834, when it too 
was burnt, during its . occupancy as 
a school house. After it was burnt 
a stone school-house on Rev. Thos. 
l-Iug·hes' fa.rm, was occupied by the 
church for two years. At p1·esent 
the meetings of this church are· held 
in a good frame meeting house which 
stands near the old Cambria mills~ 
which was erected in 1836, and is 
about 30 by 40 feet in size. 

Deacon ~heophilus R·ees, mn.y 
justly be regard'='d as the founder of 
the "\Yelsh Hills Church. Through 
his influence ano exertions it was 
organized, and four of' bis family 
were of the original members of it. 



He livad only about four years and settled minister. During 1823, Mr. 
a half after its organization, when Owen Owens, of this church, was· 
it had attained to a membership of licensed to preach, falld during his 
thirt.y. He died in Fehruary 1813, l\Iissionary operations he organized 
aged 66 years, and was i:c.terred in the 'r.Liberty,' "Genoa," and HHo-
ihe Welsh Hills cemetery, which he me1·" Churches. · 
had dcnatecl for that purpose. I-le In March 1823, Elder Thon1as 
exercised the· functions of deacon Hughes, a licentiate from Wales, 
until his death, and was a useful whc settled in the neighborhood,was 
and intelligent Christi3.n Pioneer. chosen pastor~ and :::;upplied tlie · 

The Welsh Ilills Church was church regularly until 1832, ,vben 
~unong the earliest organized in h~ resigned. During bis 1ninistry 
Licking col1nty. Tbe small metho- the services were held iii the stone 
dist oroanization on :Hoa Run min- school house, which was b:uilt in 
istered~ to by Rev. As~ Shinn, in 1825, u.ud in the. old log church, 
1803-04-and the oraanization er- o-wned by t.he Society. 
fected on the eastern borders of our · Elder James Berry served the 
county, through the instrumentality I church for_ one year after Elder 
and ls-bors of Rev. Joseph Thrap, in I-Inghes resigned. . . 
1805-O6-'toaether with the con- In 1833, Elder I-Iughes again be
gr~ga.tional church of Granville, or- ca1ne the settled minister, _and serv
ganized in ]),,lassachusetts, in 1805, ~l the church .as such l~nt1l 1841 -
being the only ones of a prior date, .l h~ church. 11:creased 1n strength, 
within the present Jimits of Licking during ~1~ m1n:~tr~, sev~ntee~ per
county. sons u1nting wit..l 1t, during his last 

This small church had preaching 
very irregularly during the first two 
years of its existence. I_tev. Thomas 
Powell preached occasionally, and 
other pioneer preacp.ers, braving the 
dangers !l.nd privations incident to 
life in the wilderness, sometimes 
visited anrl pl'eached for them. Still 

. meetings were held rega.larly, and 
every month the church met for 
praise and prayer. 

June 10th, 1810, Rev. J. W. Pat
terson, who had recently settled in 
Licking county became the settled 
pastor, anu. continued in that rela
tion until 1816. He was a pop
ular 1n·eacher, and the membership 
amounted to torty when he closed 
·his labors with them. 

Elder John Mott, of Knox coui1ty, 
was chosen pastor, and althongb 
agecl and infirm l:e continued his 
ministerial labors six years, Tllose 
who united with the church during 
his ministry are now the most ag~d 
of its members. 

During the year 1819, Elder Geo. 
Evans supplied the pulpit temporari
ly. 

For about a year there was no 

year with them, nnd reaching an ag
gregate of seventy one members. 

.Eldet· Hughes' resignation wns 
very reluctantly ~ccepted-thc 
church esteeming him as a man of 
sound ju<lgment, and of great ,vis
dom in counsel. 

Elde1· James Sargent, a young 
mun from the Granville College, 
s~rve .. 1 the church very acceptably 
for one year. During his ministry, 
thirty persons were received intJ 
tbb church. 

After Elder Sa1·gea11t's resignation 
Messrs Roberts and Owen, students 
from the Granville Colleg2, supplied 
the church for a yed.r or more. 

In 1844, Elder David Prichard, 
recently from the State of New 
YorK, was cho~en pastor, and 
preached for this church two years. 

In November, of the year 1846, 
Elder William Srnedmer, was en
gaged to supply the church three 
fourths of the time, which he did 
until 1848, when he resigned. 

I-le was succeeded by Elder E. S. 
Thomas. who rem.tined about two 
years. 

In June 1849, Rev. J. W. Heist
and, of Fairfield county, commen-
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ced an 'engagement to supply tha pul
pit three fourths of the time, and 
continued to do so two years. 

In April 1851, Rev. ~.rhomas 
Hughes was called for the third time 
to the pastorate of this church. In 
September following he died} after 
ha Ying been a member of the church 
for fifty years, most of that time in 
the ministry. He was a useful min
ister-a valuable citizen, ancl one of 
the best of men. 

The senior Deacon, alao died dur
ing this year, after a consistent 
christian career ot mo1·e than sixty 
years. 

Rev. Dr. Bailey, -President of 
Granville Colle~e, and Rev. ,J. Law
rence sel'ved the c~urch for some
time after the death ot Rev. Thom
as Hughes. 

Rev. N. Clouse was chosen pastor 
in Feb. 1853, and served the church 
two years, during which twenty per
sons were added to the church, 
measurably the 1·esult of revival ef
forts, of Rev.. Benjamin '£homas, of 
~horn mention has already been 
made. 

Ii1. January 1855, Rev. Dr. IIaU 
became the· regular minister, ancl 
remained as such five yea1·s. Sev .... 
enty converts were made· during llis 
ministry, but the majority of the1n 
soon grew weary in well-doing, and, 
as christians,wcre not a decided suc
cess. Rev. E. D. Thomas assisted 
Dr. Hall on many occasions. 

Rev. N. Clouse again became the 
regular pastor in Jan. 1863, and con
tinued so for three. years. He was 
succeeded by Rev. B. J. Powell, who 
also-continued three years &.nd ad
ded thirty members to the church, 
mostly from the Sabbath sohool. 

}>resident Talbot supplied the 
church for one year, and Rev. A. 
Jordan followed him in a pastorate 
of nine months. Rev. J. Kyle, the 
minister now in charge of the 
church, ca.me next in order. 

.. During the sixty y~ars of the ex
istence · of this church, it has had 
seventeen p~stors, ancl was· vacant 
four and a half years. 

Rev. Thoma& Hl'lghes waa pastor l'T½ yea.t'~. 
J .Re,,.. W. Pa.tterwon, do 6 d~ 

'Rev. John Mou,•·•·•·•·• -do•• .... 6 do 
ReY. Dr. Hall,•········· --do · .... 5 do 
Rev. N. Clouse,•••• • • •. • • -do •••.•. a do 
Rev.David Pritchard•-···do-••···3 do 
Rev. B. J. Powell•••·•· •-do-• ••. -3 d.o 

The others foe shorter periods. 
Rev. 'i"!J.omas Hughes was the only 

1ninister who died during the period 
of his ministry with this Chllrcb. , 

This church has had thirteen dea
cons, licensed nine persons to preach, 
and ordained two. 

Six of the deacons have died. 
Theophilus Rees, in .•...•..... 1813 
David Thomas, in .•...•••.•.. 1845 
William Williams, in .•..••.•.. 184 7 
David R. Jones, in .•..•....••• 1852 
Thomas Evans, in ... , ••••....• 1857 
Eli Kellar, in, •.............. 1866 

The Muskingum Association was 
formed in this '-'Church in May, 1811, 
and in the huilding first erected, b_y 
Revs. William Brundige, Jacob 
Drake, William Thrift ancl J. W. 
Patterson. Th.is Church remained 
with said Association until 1841, 
more than thirty years, when it united 
with the Colnmbu$ Association with 
which it still stands connected. The 
Church reco1~ds show the following 
facts as to its 1nem bersh ip. 
Received by letter ..••..•.. 133 
Received by bu.ptis1n ••••.• 270 
Received by experience. . . 8 
Received by restoration. . . 13 

Total . . . . . . . . . . _ • • • . . e • 4:24 
Dismissed by letter ..•....• 182 
Excluded . • • . . • . . . • . . . . . . . 93 
Dropped ........... ~ . . • . . . 12 · 
Died . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 64 

rrolal .• ~ •.•.........•.•.• 351 
Pre~ent nun1ber. - . . . . • • . • . • . • 7 3 

A flourishing Sabbath School has 
been co1-1nected with this church from 
early times to. the present day. 

It may be o bservecl that the pul
pit services in this ehurch have been 
only occasionally., conducted in the 
Welsh language. J.\ilany of those who 
have had charge of this church ,were 
Welshmen or descendants of Welsh
men, who could and often did, preaah 
in Welsh. :But the preaching gene1·-
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ally in this church has been iri Eng
lish-exceptie>nally in. Welsh. 

Thus you are presented with a 
historical sketch of this church of 
the Pioneers, in the wilderness. Its 
founders and early -time members 
came to these then far-off Western 
lands for the improvement of their 
l)ecuniary cendition, but they also 
brought with them those christian 
l)rinciples which led to the organiza
tion of this PioneG!.r Church. They 
were ,men ~of ~trong religious con
victions, and unfaltEr,,i.ng faith in the 
Bible, as contain~ng the only rule of 
con.duct, and to the Messiah it re
vealed as their Great :itxemplar. · 

.The old christian Pioneers of this 
church, of sixty years ago, are all 
gone ! None remain ot those even 
,vho succeeded them during the first 
decade. But most of their descend
ants are proving themselves wo1·thy 
of such.a noble anc·estry, by fidelity 
to truth and principle-by following 
their example in efforts to promote 
the vrelfare of th.eir fellow-men, and 
by the em.plo yment of means to bring 
to bearupon posterity influences that 
like the springs. that issue from their 
hill-sides, are both pure and health
ful. 
THE WELSH CALVINISTIC METHODIST 

CHURCH IN SHARON VALLEY. 

In 1832 William T. Williams, an 
imm1.g:rant direct from Wales, and 
.James Evans and R0bert Walt(}!', 
Welshmen from Oneida county,.New 
York, s~ttledin ''Sharon Valley," a 
few miles from Newark, in the direc
tion of tte "1\T elsh I-Iills Settlement:" 
·At this time there was no regular 
Welsh preaching 1n 'Licking county, 
and hence the foregoing l)ersons uni
ted te~porarily · with the English 
Congregational Church in Gran-ville. 

In the Spring of 1833 these set
tlers in Sharon with other families 
direct from Wales, who located · in 
the yalley, united with Walter and 
Nicodemus Griffiths, ( immigrants of 
the year 1815,) in establishing a 
Welsh · Sabbath .Sch(ji)l at the old 
Stone' ScJiool .House;two miles North 
East of Granville, on the Utica and
Granville road. This was 'the pion-

eer Welsh Sabbath Schooi .in .Lick
ing county, ·and probably in Ohio. 
These settlers also sustained a regu
lar-weekly Welsh_ prayer meeting. 

In October 1834. Rev. Edwara 
Jones, ·t'i·avelled on foot fr0m.his 
home in Cincinnati to preach a few 
sermons to his countrymen in 'Shar..: 
on Valley,' and Granville. This feat 
of clerical pedestrianism w~s repea
ted by him in October 1835. During 
this visit· he organized, on Octobe~ 
25th at the aforesaid Stone· Schoel 
House the Pioneer Welsh Church of 
Licloirig "county, in which he had the 
·:assistance of Rev: William Morgan, 
recently from Pittsburgh,· Pa., but 
living at this time at the Mary Ann 
Furn.ace. · · 

The original members were Wil
liam T. Williams, l\lrs. Williams, 
James Evan.s, Mrs. Evans, Alba~ 
Albans, Mrs, Albans, J obn J. :Evans, 
Mrs. Evans, Rebert Walter, William 
Par:ry,.William Lewis, Mrs.- Lewis, 
Jenkin Hugh es, John Jones, Mrs. 
Kinor Hughes, Nathaniel Davis, Mrs 
Davis, Mrs. Albans, Miss Albans, 
and Miss Jane Davis. · 

Rev.William Parry was licensedas-
~.a minister of the Gospel, at this 
meeting. ;Rev. William Morgan was 
employed as the settled p~stor of.the 
Church. Rev. William Parry occa
sionally supplied the pulpit until af~ 
ter his · ordination ha 1838 when h~ 
became the settled minister, and re-
ma1ned such until 1853, a period of . . 
fifteen years. . 

In 1836 the Society purchase<_:l; for 
a nominal sum, a lot for a church 
on wlillb. thly erected ·a frame build
ing, (~ first in th~ neighborhood·,) 
twenty-one by··thirty .feet, which was 
finished in 1837, at a cost of $321,89. 
cents, besides gratuitous labor per
formed by friends of· the enterprize. 
I remark here, ili ·passing, that the 
subscription paper f<?r building their 
church shows that a liberal contri
bution ws.s made by the venerable 
President of our Society, Hon .. Wil
li.am Stanbery: 
. This was tke first Welsh C~stif 
Metho<Jist .. a;;'·. Qh~rch .· built. _1.1?-io~-
There are~ upwa1·ds :Of-~thrrty. 

. . ' 
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Thia church edifice was dedicated. l the townships of St. Albans and 
Ju~~,-25th 1887, by Rev. Dr. Row- Hal'i'lson, and soon form.e?l .~b.:-~m~ 
la~~s,.,of'New York City, who was selves into a religious organ1z~~1on. 
reputed to be one of the most emi- entitled tµe Welsh Congregational 
nent divines in bis denomination,and Church of Harrison township.
whose character is known to all who Without unnecessary delay they 
are familiar with the religions litera- erected a church building in which 
tµre of Wales. for many· years, they maint~i:t.ed 

Jn 18_53. Rev .. Joseph E~ Davis public worship in -the Welsh lan
suc_ceded. Rev. William Parry as the _guage. .After the generation that 
settled minister. He was followed erected the church had nearly all 
in 1856 by ·Rev. E. T. Evans, who passed away, and the succeeding 
sustained that _relation until· 1867, generation all speaking the English 
wh~11. _Bev. William Pavy again took language, they ., gr~dually ·, became 
charg~, and still retains it. absorbed by the surrounding En-

The . original elders, elected in glish churches; hence public se:r-
1S35, were William 'JJ. Williams, vices in Welsh could no longer be 
Jain.es E-yans, and Alban Albans. sustained, and ultimately the chur~h 
Those I subsequently elected were organization- became· extinct, and is 
J"ohn. J. Eyans and Robert Walter now numberep. with 'the things that 
in 1842, and David Hughes in 1859. were.' 
The two latt~r are the present elders. Rev. John Powell, Rev. Jenkin 

~h.e ~~nib~rship at present nuni- Jenkins, Rev. David R. Jenkins and 
bers t~Jrty one. Rev. John Williams were the,pas-

~he S,abpath School has been reg- tors o.f this nhurch at different 
ula:i;~y~ sus4;4ined,, from its_ e~tablish-, -times, and l)erha.ps in the order 
ment m 1833 to the present time, and here named. The church org·aniza
now 11.umbers about forty ,members tion,t'however, dissolved, the church 
or mor~. . . , . building was sold some y·ears since, 

;3,~rvices 1n this Ch~rch, have al- and is n·ow private property. 
ways _been conducted 1u the Welsh Rev. Thos w. Evans and Rev. Wm. 
langu~ge. , Parry ministered occasionally to 

This is properly the.pioneer Welsh this church. A Sunday school was 
Church of Licking county, because connected- with it also. 
the Baptist Church on the Welsh · The descendants of Theophilu~ 
Hills, although organized in 1808, Rees formed the nucleus of the Har
nearly thirty years befo1·e this one,. rison-and St. Albans settlement.· 
-is but pa•rtially Welsh, its public min- , ·• 
istrations having generally been co:n- THE WELSH CALVINISTIC METHODIST 

du~ted_ili: the English language, and CHURCH OF GRANVILLE .. 

on)yoccasionallyinWelsh~ Itis prob- The Rev. Edward Jones _of Cincin-
able however that a maj~ritytlf its nati, is believed to have preached 
m~JI?.b. ers have always been n .. ves I thefirs~Welsh sermon in ~ranville,at 
of Wales or of Walsh pare:q.tage. the reudence ~f Mr. Jenkin Hughes, 

The .. originaJ ·church building is about the year ~834. Abo~t this 
still 9~cupied by this church. time also, a Sabbath sc~ool was or-

1;he Welsh _ Calvinistic .lYiethodist ganized. These services and Sun
·chui-ches of Newark and Granville · day school exercises were coriduct
w~re to som~ extent branches of this ed in a rented room, over the Post-
Church. office. 
THE WELSH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH' :Revs. Edwal'tl Jones, William 

Parry and William Morgan·. were 
_ IN HARRISON TOWNSHIP. the occasional n.esche:rs until 1846~ 

_A..~~,r~; of a century ago_ or more, when the Rev. "'William Parry be-
~ ~um.<?f Welsh fa1D:_il~es settled ca~e the. s_ettled minister.. He re-t
on, botli" sides of the h~, .. bet-ween . mamed until 1852, ancl was succe~d-
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~d by, ~ev. Joseph E. Davis. Rev. 
E. T. Evans became the settled min
ister in 1856, and continues to hold 
that relation. 

D. Williams and Griffith D. Jones 
at present officiate as such. 

At the organization in 1839, Wil
liam Ellis, John Jones and William 
'I'. Williams were elected elders. J. 
J. H~1ghes and John R. Owens were 
subsequently elected. · 

The present membership amounts 
to about twentv. A small Sabbath 
school is connected with this church .. 

The first church was built in 1843, 
which was sucaeeded in 1856 by the 
building nGW occupied. 

Services in this church, have al

- The services in this church have 
al ways been eon ducted in the Welsh 
language.· 

HISTORY OF THE WELSH CALVlNIS'rIC 
:METHODIST CHURCH OF NEWARK. 

Rev. Willi~m Pa·rry of Granvi]J.e, 
preached in Newark in August, 
1836, at the house of Mr. Thomas 
Hughes, which stood on the lot 
north of ~P. ·. , merican House, now 
owned b -. drew Smucker. This 
it is said, _<: the first Welsh. ser-
mon preac ··ed in Newark. Few, if 
any other Welsh families theri resid-ways. been conducted in Welsh. 

- 3d in Newark. 'Fear not, littlefl.ock,' 
W:&LSH CON&REGA.TIONAL CHURCH OF ' ( see Luke, 12 :32,). were·the sppro-

GRANVILLE. 

The Welsh Congregational 
Church of Granville was organized 
in 1839. Revs. James Davis, Rees 
Powell and John Powell preached 
occasionally in Granville, befor_e 
tihe organization of the ch~rch. 

Rev, John Powell commenced his 
regular ministrations in 1839, and 
continued for some · years. RGv. 
Thomas W. Evans. was associated 
with him· from 1841 to 18431 and 
from 1846 to 1848. Frpm 1848-to 
1856 ·Mr. Evans was sole pastor of 
this church. Rev. Jen kin .. Jenkins 
was pastor from 1843 to J.846. Rev .. 
Thomas W. Evans, was follow
ed by Rev. David R. Jenkins, whose 
ministry closed at his death in 1861. 

Rev. David Price was their regu
lar minister, serving them about six 
years. He closed his labors but a 
few weeks since. 

This church at first ·worshiped in 
the ... conference room ot the Congre
gational Church of Granville, bnt it 
was not many years until they built 
a church, w~ich they continue to oc
cupy. 

The church has a membership of 
sixty, with a flourishing Sabbath 
school in connection with it, whose. 
existence has been co-eval with that 
of the church.-

priate words upon which the Welsh 
pioneer preacher'~ ::remarks w.ere 
foundec1, on this occasion. Fi-om 
this time unt.il the autumn of 1840> 
the:re was Welsh preaching. occ~- · 
siona}ly, a schoo~ house,· sou.th of 
the canal, being used for that pur
pose, as -well as for the.purposes of a 
Sabbath school, which was early es
tablished. Rev. ·Seth Howells, 
( Presbyterfo.n), Rev. Thomas 
:Hughes, (Baptist), Rev. William 
Parry and others, were of the num
ber of clergymen who officiated dur
ing this period. Our Welsh citi
zens, both of towµ and country, 
worshipped t0gether. · · 

The Welsh Calvinistic Metho
dists built a small frame church on 
Granville street, which· cost $555.81. 
It was finished in May, 1841,and the 
chu1·ch was, duly organized May 
28th, 1841,with a membership num
bering · 24. Rev. William Parry 
ministered to them occasionally, un
tii. September of the same year, 
w ..Jen Rev. Hugh E. Rees, ree2ently 
from Llandderfel, Wales, was called 
as the settled minister. -

Mr. Thomas Hughes and Mr. 
lVlorgan Williams were elected dea,...;. 
cons ; and Messrs. Thomas Hughes, 
William Parry, Morgan Williams, 
Timothy. Winston,Richa.rd .Watkins, 
·Thoma~ Dqwell and· Enos Owens 

Its original deacons cannot now be. were elected trustees. D:nting this 
given, 'but William Jones, Thomas year this church received a'valuable 
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acces_sion in the person of Def,\con Robert Owens " Oct 22, 1854: 
Robe~t Owens, from MoRtgomery- Morgan Williams " Dec 9, 1858 
shir~, in 1Wales; Deacon Edwai·d .Edward Brown " Aug 19, 1861 
Brown and family, with a number The servi9es· of this church are 
of other families, strengthened the conducted in the Welsh language.
church in 1844. Tbe present membership is ninety-

In January, 1845, a schism arose s.even. 
i:ra. the church, whereupon Rev. H. E. A Sabbath school . has always 
Rees and most of the congregation been connected with this ch·urch, 
removed to:a brick school house on which, of late years, has had about 
the east side of Mt. Vernon street, _O'!:!e hundred scholars, ·as a general 
and there, oil Sunday, January 12th, average. 
1845, established th.eipsclves as a Th:.tt portion of the congregatioB 
·church. The mino!lt .,.,.,!ithat remain- which remained in the chnrch on 
ed consisted of ei q i:,f ten mem- Gran"'::ille_ street, kept up ·a separate 
bers and a small cong igatisn, ~ho organization for some time, probab
retained possession of the church. ly- two years, but gradually .grew 
Th~y soon purchased the school we~ker, b_y members of the congre:
l.touse, paying for it $380.00, which gat1on going to t,.he other chnrohes, 
~erved . their purposes until 1856, and to the_ seceding branch, which 
when a new church was built on was soon recognized as the legiti
Elm street, at a -cost of a little. over mate organization, and being thus 
$2,300.00, nearly $300.00 of which absorbed, it finally · subsified alto
was contributed bv others. than gether. 
those of the congregation. HISTORY .OF THE WELSH CONGREGA-

Rev. Mr. Rees continued his min- TION.A.L CHURCH IN NEWARK. 

istrations until.April, 1848, when he . .Rev. James Davis, from the 
removed to · Cincinnati, In August ~ elsh settlement on Owl creek, 
of the same yea~, Rev. :Hugh Rob- I preachetl the :first Welsh Congreo-a
erts succeedeJ him, and he remai.ned tional sermon in Newark, in° or 
until July, 1852. Rev. Jo.sep4 E. about the year 1837. . 
Davies immediately took charge of ].fr. Thomas D. • Jones and Mr. 
the chu:rch and continued his ser- I~icodemus G1·i.ffiths, who liv,ed a 
vices unti~ the spring of 1855. He (ew .miles ~ortI?--west from Newark, 
was followed in September of 1ihat. an_d who were very decided Congre
year by Rev. E. T: Evans, who still gationalists, were. the first men to 
sustains that relstion. During the move in the matter of organizing 
past year the Rev. John Moses has a Welsh CongJ·egational Church in 
bee~ co-pastor with· Rev. ·E. T. Newark. Learning that. several 
Evans. Welsh families of that faith bad set-

Messrs.Robert Evans, Griffith D. tled there, and in tlie neighborhood, 
Owens,. Richa).'d Watkins, Edward they called upon them, and the in
·Brown and · David E. Jones. were terview resulted in the appointment 
elected trustees immediately after to meet at the house of David Jones, 
the division. in Lockport, to consider the subject. 

Robert R. ·uwens, Robert Evans, . This meeting was beld early in the 
Evan Moses· and John w:, Jones year 1841~ and was attended by 
are the present acting- deacons. Rev. Ree.s Powell ot Pelaware conn-

The following persons, now de- ty, snd Re:v·. Seth Howell, ( a P.res
ceased, have all been deacons of byterian minister), who was a so
this church, since · the . div:Tsion. I journer in this neie-hborhood, at the 
give also the time of thei_r deceaste: time, DaYid Jones, T. D. Jones, 

Thomas Rees,- David Lewis and Thomas Hughes 
De. vid Rees, 
Richard Watkins 
Ll!-mley Jones 

died Aug 11, 1845 
" " 13, 1849 
4'· Oct .24:, 1851 

·" March 31, 1853 

· Thomas Roberts, with their fam:
lies; also Mr. Evan W. Evans, and 
Titus and Josiah Pavis. An- ad-
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j ourned · meeting was held the next Duncan afforded assistance and 
day at the house of Thom.as Rees on kind offices, by preaching funeral 
Fourth street in Newark, where the discourses. in the congregation, ad
Welsh Qongregational Church · was ministering the communion, and 
organized, witli Thomas Rees, rendering pulpit services general
Frances Rees, Thomas D. Jones, ly, and by gi;ving counsel and ad
Ann Jones, David Lewis, Hannaµ. vice.. and frater.nally aiding. them 
Le_w1s, J\:lary Roberts, Evan W. Ev- during ministerial destitution. He 
ans, Titus Davis and Josiah Davis .continues to be held in kind 
as members. Thomas D. Jones,Da- remembrance by the earlier mem
vid Lewis and Thomas Rees were I bers of this church and congregation. 
elected deacons. I [The afore-mentioned old frame buildln was 

Soon after they· purchased a used by t.bis church until very 1·ecently, wfien it 
' · . was superceded by a :fine structure of brick. of 

frame church on Mt. Vernon str~et, very creditable siyle of architecture, at a cost or 
··th th d ld t l t seven tho.nsan~ dollars.] w1 e s_ea ts, an o en p a e . · :· . . 

Mary Ann Furnace stoves for a I The present officers of this Socie
·little less than five hundred dollars. ty ~e Thomas D. Jenes, David Ow
They entered into possession Marc~ ens, ~saac Hughes, Lewis Jones and 
3d, 1841., David Jones. Evan w · 1 Morris Evans, De:-,c_ons-and Thom
Evans, Thomas Roberts, Thomas as D. Jones, Wilh3:m T.' Griffith .. 
D. Jones, David Lewis, 1\.'"atkin. Isaac Hughes, Le1!1s Jones, Rees 
Watkins and _Tltomas· Rees were l Rees, Thomas Morris and· Benjamin 

· elected trustees. Sabbath services I W Eirans, Trustees. . . 
were conducted by Rev. John Pow-1 The weekly prayer· meetrngs, 
ell .. who was assist~d 'by Rev. Thom- monthly concerts!of prayer, and Sab
as W. Evans after his arrival from bath School have been regularly 
Wales j n July of this year. These \ n:aintained_ since -the :first _organiza.:. 
joint labors were continued .until tlon of the church. . 
1843, when Rev·. Jenkin Jenkins was I The number of ch-~rch members 
chosen the regular pastor who., at present is 140,. with a Congrega
however, served o~ly one ye~r. · I~ tion ~_fnearly 200. The average at-
1846 · Rev. Thomas W. Evans be- l tendance at the Sabbath School is 
came the settled minister and, sus= I more than 100. . 
tained that relation until 1856, when !he pulpit and_· other services in. 
he. removed to Iowa, and is. now ~his church have, 1n the general, been 
the pastor of a church in the Flint in Welsh. · 
Creek settlement. He continues to · The aderents of this and probably 
b~ borne in kindly remembrance by the othe; _ vy e~sh Congrega.~o~al 
his old-time friends in Newark es-· Church 1n Licking county, d1V1de 
pecially his temperance fl:i;~ds, some~hat. between A 1·mininanism 
natives· no less than hia own coun- and the milder form of modem Cal-
trymen. vinism, in their belief. 

R:v. Rees' 1\'I. Evans supplied the RECAPITULA_TION OJf' WEL~H CHURCH 
pulpit for a few months after M1·. STATISTICS IN LICKING COUNTY, o:e:10. 
Thomas W. Evans' resignation, 
when-. Rev. David R. Jenkins became 
the settled pastor., and continued as 
such-until his death, which occurred 
March 11, 1861. , 

In October, 1862, Rev.· David 
Price was _elected pastor, and he 
continued in that relation until last 
motth, March, 1869. 

· When the pulpit was vacant,' and 
:no services in the Welsh language 
eoald b~ had, Rev. Alexander 

Church 
Mem. 

Welsh Bills Baptist Church 
or:z;anized in 1808 '73 

Sha.ron Valley Welsh Calvin-
. istic Church org. in 1835 31 

Granville Welsh Congrea.tion-
al 9hnrch or~. in 1839 60 

Granville Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodist Church org. 
in 1839 20 

Newark Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodist · Ohuroh org. 
in.1841 97 

N ewa.rkWelshCongre~a.ti onaJ. 
. Churoh or~. in 1841 · 140 

s. S. Schol
ars. 

70 

40 

so 

30· 

100 

115 

435 



_ .The foregoing figures -~e correct 1 ·Church. are Welsh., bµt the nu. ~ber 
as to chu1·ch members, but show thus lost is mueh more than made 
only a _ near. approxi:-nation to ~he up by Welsh ~embers in ;English 
facts as to Sunday S. ·chool pupHs. I Churche. s-the loss is probablyn;>.ore 
Not more· than two thirds of the than qu~drupled. · 
members of the Welsh Hills Baptist 

Here's a song all about the "'\Velsh Pi- Sustained here in the '\.Vilderness, 
oneers, By Heaven's upholding hand. · 

·And.their O"\Yn; gr~~n forest homes, At;1.d wheJJ the holy Sabbath cam~, 
Whose pleasant memory freshly yet, In woods or cabin's they praises 

.Across tne bosom comes ; sung, 
,v e sing or the free and gladsome life, And lift~cT up thei~ h~arts in pr~yer_ 

In those early days. they led~ TQ God th~ only Wise. • 
With a virgin son beneath their feet, The groves "\Vere God's :first Temple's 

And a smiling :heaven o'erhead ! here, wherein _ . 
Oh! the ·wav_es oflife danced merrilv, Where humble worshy>pers we kn<:>w 

And had a jQyous flow w In the days of the old _Welsh Pion~ers~ 
In the days of the old ,v elsh Pioneers, NEAR SEVENTY YEARS AGO l · 

NEAR SEVENTY YEARS AGO! · Their forest life was rough and rude, 
The hunt, the shot, the glorious chase, _ .And dangers closed them roun~, · 

The captured bear.and deer; But then amid the green old trees, 
The camp, the biz bright fire, and days They freedom sought and found. 

Of rich and wnolesome chee.,t; Oft through their cabins. w}ntry bl~ts 
The s,~eet, sou~d sleep, _at dead of night,. Would rush with shri~k and moa11; · 
· By the camp-fire blazing high- · They cared not-though they were but 
l.Tnbroken by the wolfs :long howl, frail 

An,d th_e panther sprin_ging by._ They felt they were their own! 
Oh, merrily passed the time, despite · . Ob, free and manly lives w~re led, 

The once-feared and savage foe, In summer, or mid the snow, 
In the ilays of the ~ld Welsh Pioneers. By_our brave-hearted Welsh Pioneers, 

NE_A~ SEVENTY YEARS A:GO ! . . . NEAR SEVENTY YEARS AGO! 

They shunn'd not labor; when 'twas due Few ·or none remain! Their steps grew 
They wrought with, right good will, · · short, · · ·_ · 

Andfor·the hoIIJ.es erected ·tnen, · And as ft-om day to day, 
Their children bless them still. They moved along with,halting feet 

The:y lived not hermit lives~ but oft And fainting by the way, 
In social converse met, Another land more bright than tliis 

And fires oflove were kindled then To their dim sight appeared, · 
. That burn on brightly yet. A::m.d on their way they well remembered 

Oh, pleasantly the stream of life · How here they pioneered! 
Pursued its constant :flow, New there midst purer, lo,_vlier. scenes, 

In the days of the old W:elslfl'Pioneers, they · · 
·. NEAR SEVENTY YEARS AGO! Happy backward glances throw, 

They felt that they were fellow-men: 
And that they were a band 

To the· "Hills" where they were pio
neers-

. NEAR SEVENTY-YEARS A.GO! 


