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"HISTORICAL SKETCH

of ihe First Prcsbyterz’dn Church of Neware,Ghio; read before theLicking
- County Pionzer Association,October,19th, 1868, by Rev. H. M. Hervey.

A church wtrich is established ap-
on an evangelical basis, a church of
which Jesus Christ is the Founda—
iicn, i8 .2 most important element
of power in 3 community., Itis a
pillar and ground ot the truth. It
represents & religion which pro—
motes material prosperity, which
fortifies industry, sweetens the f2m
ily, frowns upon vice, saves men.—
The organization of a ehurch is
therefore an event of interest.- |

We are prompted by many con-—
siderations to remember our ances—
tors, and 10 preserve ihe records ot
ihe past. It has been said that a
State - torn from its beginnings, is
fragmentary, incapable of . public)
love, or of any reai nationality. The|
ehu:rch is Lo remember all the way
in which it bhas been led. We kon-
or those, the results of whose effort
and self-denial we possess and en-
joy, into whose labors we en-
ter; especially do we delight to
cherish the remembrance of.those
who sung witu our tatbers and mcih-
ers the songs of sulvation: on the
lamibous hights ot Zion, and who
stood with them in the valley of af-
fi:ction, who were the means, under
God, of strenzthening the hopes
that snimated them in life and made
them joytul in death. '

Some of the earliest efforts tcw-
ard the establisbment of the Pres-
kyterian Chureh in - Ohio, were
made in the Muskingum valley. The
Sirst church that was formed in - this
vailey was at Marietta, in 1803.
The first pastor was the Rev.)
‘Stephen Lindley, who had beeni
220l out to that region a8 a mission-
ary, by one of the Presbyteries of
western Pennsylvania. The first
Christian minister who preaehed on
the territory now oceunpied by this

{8 preacher among pioneers.

eity, was the Rev. Mr. Me¢Donald. l

We have not been abie to find any
acce unt of M= McDonald in the ear-
ly histor cal records ot Presbyterian-
ism in this region. He is distinctly
remembered, however, by =several
ipembers of vour society. He was
a Presbyterian minister, and came
to this.pluce in 1802, on his way to
Franklinton, now Columbus. He
'was probably a missionary from the
neighborhood ot ittcbuig. At the
time of his vi:it here he was a mid-
dle aged man. He lodged at the
house of  Mr. Samucl Elliott, whe
lived about one mile and a half east
of Newark. He preached several
times to th2 families .hat were liere,
at their bhouses, or in the open air.
A8 *he first Louse of our city was
built in 1802, and as but five or six
houses - were buils during that year,
of course there w-re but tew persons
1o constitute bhis congregations.—
Thus we see that the sacred <kl ga-.
tio: 8 of religion were presented and
enforced by t.e living preacher ap-
on this scil'enntemporancously with
the very beyinning of tbe exXistence
of the rown ‘ ' :

In the cummer of 1803 Rev. John
Wright visited this place. Mr
Wri¢ ht was born in Westmerelangd,
county, Pennsylvaria, in 1777 Fa-
miliar with the dangers ot froatier
life, his - earliest recoll ctions being
associated with the -ifle carvied to
the house of God by the worshibpers
for use in case of attack by Indians,
ke was wel: ficted tor the work of
He-
arrived here on Saiurcay attercoon,
and learaing that there was hut oce
Preshyter:an in the place, and being
unw’liing to in'rude upon him as he
was in very humble circumsiances,
be concluded to stop at the tavern
known as “Black’s Tavern,” wntich
had been built in the tali of 1802.
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The proprietor informed him that it]

would be necessary for him to sleep

on the floor, ns the: occupaney of all-

his sleeping apsrtments, which were
not very numerous nor s8pacious,
was secured by persons-'who. were
asttending a horse race. This Mr.
Wright readily consented to do.
On ihe foliowing day arrangements
were made for the repetition of the

race, which had not terminated very
satisfactorily on Saturday. TThough,

during the forenoon of Sablath,
the chief! interest of the little -com-
mwunity centered in-the race, Mr.
Wright preached, and held a second
service ip tue atternoon, at which he

presched a sermon on the “‘observ-|

anceof the Sabbath,” to an.sudience
msade up in great measure of those
who had devoted the forencon . to
the race. At the close of this ser.
vice one of his hesarers. arose and

axid that the preacher had told them’

the t»uth, snd proposed that a col
lection should be taken up for bim,
and the hat being pessed around,
seven dollars were contributed. A

stery hsas been tcld in connectiom

with this visit of Mr. Wright, and
indeed, published, to the eflect that
about the widdle of the night of
Saturdey, Bi~. Wright was roused
by 2 gang of rough and drunken
men, who swore that as a stranger;
he must stand treat or be ducked
under 8 pump near by, but that he
escaped and spent the balance of
the night at the house of his Preaby-
ferian brother. - Havirg made:somre
inquiry as to the truth of tbis story,
of some who were living here at
that time, and of others who came
here scon atter it is said to have oc-
eurred, we find that none of those
of whom inquiry has been made, re-
member the occurrence, nor of hav-
ing heard it spoken of snbsequently,
in the community, sna all are quite
positive that the story is untruoe.

In the year 1806 Rev. James
Scott preached here . regularly for
some months.

As the two men iast named were
among the earliest and the most ac-
tive snd widely known of the pio-

1 College,Pennsyivanis..

neer Presbyterian ministers of cem-
tral Ohio,we present some additiona}
facwe -regardiag - them. Rev. Joh=zn
Wright' graduated” at Dickenson
He was.li=
censed, to:preach about 1800, by the
Presbytery of Redstone. He engag-
ed in missionary labors for two or
three years in Virginia and North
and . Soeuth® Carolins, returaing
through ‘regions now compnsmg
1 ennesee;. Kentucky and Ohio. In
this.work he became -acquaiated-
with :a little hana -of Presbyterians
upcn  the Hock-Hocking and Rusk
Creek,: in :the wiliietness of Ohio,
and-settleﬁi'among them in 1804. Im
1806 -he became pastor of Hock-
Hocking: {di.ancaster) and Rusk
Creek.-Chunwches. Ve gpreached at
Lancaster.:32 yesrs. Hdia : labors
were scattered ‘over a wide extent uf
countny; #nd :many o the ckurches
through:this part of Ohio: were. or-
ganized:through his instromentality:
He died:r.at. Delpbi, Indiana, st the
residence:..of . Lis -8on, Rev. E. W.
Wright,: Auagust 31st, 1854, in : his
78th year.. He was a faithfol and
devoted : minister, 3 remarksable

. pesce-ma.ker, a cheerful and happy;

mean.: i~ =~

‘Rewvu ames Scot.t was «.'born i
Pennsylvama, east of the mountains,
in 1775:: He .graduated at Cannons-
burg,’ Pa., when the college located

there was in.its youth.: He located:

at Mt Vernon:in 1807, and ahout
three yesrs after that time he was:

married to a daughter of Archibald:

Wilson,. of Newaik. He preached

at Mt  Vernon, Fredericktown and

Martinsburg, the extremes of his
pastoral charge being aoout twenty-
five ., miles apart.. Indian. encamp-—.
ments were yet .in t.at meighbor-
hood. . He - underwen* many toils.
and self—demals. . He is remembered:
10 have  frequently walked to Mar—
tinsburg, eleven miles, to presch.
and to have done that sometimes af-
ter hunting for,. and not being sable.
to find, bis-hurse in the woods. He
died in September, 1851 in his 78tk
year.. .BM1. Scott was g man .of great
per sonal worth, and was regardeg,
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by all elssses as one of 'the best of
men. Though he had ‘more than
fommon gifts, he ,was exceeedmc}y
modest and unassuming. | His re-
membrance of Scripture texts was
remarkable ‘He wstiruly a man ot
prayer. He at one time said that he
had not neorlected secret prayer for
slxty years.

Throucrh the efforts of the mmxs~
%ers we have nam ed, and by the re~
moval to Newark of some families
of Presbyteriun eduecation, i at
element - in tle - . community
Bad, in tbe vear 1808, attained
sutlicient strepgth to warrant the
formation of 2 chureh. Acecording:
3y, in the autumn of 18081this church
was orgsnized. Rev. John Wright
was present and officiated at its or—
ganization. We bave rot been able

t0 obtain the names of all who com— j

posed the original membership.—
Two elders were elected at the or
ganization. These were Duvid
Moore and Jas. Taylor. Jacob Wil-
80n was clected an ¢lder in 1809. We
give brief bin.graphical skeiches of
these three men who were the firss,
and for abont six years the ozﬂj e?-—
ders of this church.

David Moore was born 4t G—ettyﬂ-
burg, Adaws county, T ennsyivama.
April 9th, 1774. He was one of
3amily of eleven brothers. When he
removed to Ohio he resided for s
few years in Belmont county. ' He
came to Newark in the spring of
1808. He died April 27th, 1845, aged
71 years. He was a man. of grest
enercy of character, of “excellent’
business qualities, and was 1dentt-
fied with many of the business in-.
terests of N wark and vieinity. Ho
exercised the fanctions of an elder
in this c¢hurch about 30 yesrs!
was connected with  the chur h of
Afary Ann, in this counnty, from

1330 to 1836. Upon his application

for dxsmlssal to that orgsnization,
dbe session  of this church adumed

A paper 1 whieh they “reg*e? the;m the fall to Virginia

He|

'peaceable life, and died an bumble
and deveut Christian. Not the
slxchtest blemish rests upen bis
nawme. Every one Fho knew hlm

loved and respectedhim. May they
all imitate the bright example “he st
them, 80 that their last end may be
iike his.”

{ Jesmes Taylor was born in Lan-
caster county, Pen"s_, tvenis, in
1758, and was married in the some
county, in. 1780. He removed to
Washington county, Pennsylvania,

and suz.seqvently tc the region of
Wheeling, Va. He. came to this
y:lace in 1804. He was the firat
Judge of thisscounty, having been
elected in 1809. He died at the resi-
gence of his sonrn-in-law, Br. James
¥Mshelm, in 1844, at the =advanced
age of 91. Mr. Ta) lor was a soldier
in the war ot the Revolation. He
was with Colonel Williamson iz his
carpsign against the Indians im
1782, and cast his vote with eighteen
others, agesinst the murder of the
Moravian Indians at Gpadenhutten,

on the Tuscarawas. He had s large’
exps<rience of the hardships™of {ron-
tier tife. Two of his chiidren were
i Dorn in the fort near Wheeiing. In
those times of penl from hnstile In-

‘disnps, his gun was generally near
2 him, when aft wo

T
jog--

1n the feld.—
Judge Taylor was & man of high
ne*sonai character, and was univer-
sally respected. Unassumirg and
semewast reserved in his manner, he
was yet firm in his convictions aad
decided in his principles. Hec was
en elder in this church for period
‘of 38 years, and was fanthful in dis-
‘charging the dnties of thas office
while physical strengiit enabled him-
tO O B0, _ )
Jacob Wilson was born in Hardy,

a

ceunty, V;rginia, Sént 15ch, 1781.
He carme 10 Licking county in the
. spring of 1803, raised a crop of

-gorn in the uxckmg val'ev, a few

'miles north of Newark, and returned
in March,

necesszt.y of dismissing so useful an: 1804, he was married t.o Nancy Col-

Dfficer in the church.”
Advoeate, in 8 notice of his @
22id of Rim

onti

“He lived a guiet and

Tre L’ewar&r vnle,

Weduil, ;

er-

og-e

of Shenandoah county,
gin and soon after his mar
lhe removea to this place, where he
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lived until his death which occnrredi they are =il gone.

There were {we

Oct. 11th, 1827. He died at the age! Mr. Bloores with their wives, and

of 48 years His death w:8 ocea
sioned by an injurv which he had re-
ceived 1 tire erection of a buil ling.
e was admitted to the churca in
31809, and was within a few weeks
after his admission elected san . lder,
and served in that eapacity eighteen
vears. He led the siaging of the
conpgregation msanv years. Qe was
a modest, humble, :nd good man: a
ehristian whos + character was cbhove

reproach, and a {aithful officer in
the church.

The churck was =no{ supplied
with regulur preaching ‘or more
than a year sfter its organizatin.

In the autumn of 1809 the pas’or
al se:vices of Rev. George Van
Eman were secured. He wasthen s
young man 23 years ol age, had re-
cently completed his educational
course, anu was not married. DBr
Van Ewman is at presznt residing at
Findlay Ohio. We are truly gra e-
ful 1o the Father of us all whose
kind Providence has spared through
50 many yenrs this faithful minister
of Christ. He is still in vigorous
“hesath, and is present with us on
this occasion. Some statements re.
lating to hils life snd his winisteria!
work here. which have been receiv-
ed from him in & recent commauni-
cation, are here given

FINDLAY, Hancock Co. Ohio.

September 1st, 1868

I settled in Newark in the fall ot
1809, was ordained and installed
there Dberween OCihrictmas ot thal
year and New Year's of 1810. Rev’s.
John Wright of Laineaster, Jicob
Yindley ot Athens, and James Scott
of M¢t. Vernon, were at the ordina.
tion. I preached in the Court House.
sometimes the scnhool house, an old
heweld-log building wh'ch siood in
the Public Square. 1 contioned the
pastor for three .years and six
months, then my health failed, and
I did vot preach for some years.

I cannot tell the number of mem—
pers nor who they were. I could
name perhaps 2 dozen, but I suppose

several by the pame of Wilson. E
was the first of our order who settied
there. There was ro meeting house
built in my time. After I com-
menced preaching again I spent a
Sabbath i Newark, on my way te
Synod at Chillicothe, snd preached
the first sermon in their new house of
worship, which was just finished. L&
was a building, periaaps forty by fif-
ty feet, and stood on the FPaublie
Squaze.

There were & goodly number of
exemplary christians, as I hope,
there in my time ; some careless, pro-
fane and ungodiy men, but no vi>-
leat opposition to religion. I had
the good will ot all so far as I know.
All classes attendcd meeting.

I was torn in Washington coun—
ty. Pennsylvania, in 1786, on the
234 of April; rece. ved my education
at Cannousburg; united with the
church wbile at college; gracuated
in tke fall ot 1806 ; studied theology
under Dr. McbMiiien; was licensed
by the P.esbytery of Ohio, in 1308,
in Upper Buffulo meeting. house;
and just one year after that was or—
dained. I ook part in the orgsari-
zation of Richlend Presbytery, was:
pastor of the church at Msnsfield
two years ard a hslf; then went to
Sreefr county, Pennsylvania, and
spent fifteen years as pastor of the
same churches, New Providence and
Jefferson. I then gave up my charge
and came to this place. I have heen
in this county thirty-two years. I
was: the first pastor at Newark,-
Man:field and this place. 1 have
had no charge since resigning this
church, on account of sage, but
jreach oceasionally. I have sp-
swered your questions as well as E
cun, having no record fo guide me,
and some of them referring to events
over sixty years 2go. Yours in the
Gospel, G :oree Vax Exax.

Of those .who were. members of
ihis church when Mr. Van Eman
was its pastor, but two are now cox-
nected with it. ') hese are Mis. El-
siec Winters and BAirs. Elizabeth
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Hoore. A$ that period the ordin-
ance of the Lord’s Supper was ad-
ministered but once in the year, and
in connectior with that observance,
services were held on Friday,
Saturday and fondsy.

Frowm the summer of 1812 to the

summer of 1815, the congregation
was without a pastor. During the
summer of 1815 a call was presented
20 Rev. Thomas Dickson Baird, and
aceepted by him.

.Mr. Baird was born in the coun—
3y of Down Ireland Dec. 26th 1773.
At an early age he evinced a strong
desire for knowledge, but his father,
owing to his circumstances, felt
obliged to retuse his request for a
iiberal education, intimxiing to bhim
that he was destined to the trade of
a blacksmith. “Very well” was the
answer. “I will do what you re-
quire now, but I will never be an
aged blacksmith.”” Whilst tciling
at the anvil he made himself well

Newark zbout Aungust Ist of that
year. In Nov. 1%16 he was mar—
ried to Esther daughter of Szmuel
Thompson, an elder in the ist Pres-
byterian charch of Pittsburg.

On the 8th of March 1816, an ar-
ticle of agreement was entered intc
““between Zacharish Davis and Robt,
Davidsou, of the first part, and Wm.
Wilson, Abraham C. Wilson, and
Bradley Buckjngham, ot the sec—
ond pars, in which the aforesaid
parties of the first part, agreed with
the aforesaid parties of the second
part, acting as managers for buili-
ing a meeting house for the Presby-
terian coangregation of the town of
Newark, to build 2 hovuse of the
following dimensions and materials,
viz: A brick building, 54 feet by
46 feet, the foundsation of stone, the
walls of which are to be two and &
half feet high, and two feet thick,
the walls of said. t.ailding of brlck
eighteen inches thick and fifteen feeﬁ

acquainted with arithmetic, and ad—1 high, with a suitable brick cornice;
wvanced considerably in Lilly’s Lat—- to put in four windows in each side~
in Grammar, though there was 1nito put in two doors which are to be
his way the apparently insurmount-{seven feet high, and four feet wide,
able obstacle thas the work itself: (to be double) with a window above
was veiled in the Latin tonaue—‘each door, with eicht lights each;
When 18 years of sge he made a i the pillars whieh suppors the roof
profession of reho-lon In eariy hfe to be cased up to the plastering
e formed the resolution of entire ab- | l overhead, the house to be cased all
stinence from intoxicating drinks. | round as high as the windows; te
He came to the United States in|put in forty pews, the pews tu be
1802. He was employed at his trade, three feet high, and a suitable door

in Pennsylvania, for almost 3 years.
In 1805 he removed to South Caro-
iina. - Soon after his arrival there,
his wifeand two little boys were at-
tacked by the prevailing fever of the
country, and died. About this time
he began to think seriously of en—
2ering the ministry in conunection
with the Presbyterian churech. His
purpose to enter the ministry was
3wice thwarted by adverse circum-—
stances. At length however, having
pursued a course of study at Wil-
lington S. C., he was licensed in
3811. He was crdained iu 1813. In
1815 he resolved to seek a home in
the North. Xe traveled on horse-
®ack through Tennessee and Ken-
iecky inte Ohio, and loeated in

'of the first part,

to each pew to be well bhung, the
floor to be raised eighteen inches
higher at one end of the house tham
at the other ; and to have the whole
of said work completed by the firs§
day of November nexs ;the said par-

‘ties of the second part do agree

with the parties of the first part that
the house after it is completed as
'aforesaid, shall remain ir their pos—
session as security, until the full
amount of two thousand seven hun—
i dred dollars be paid to the parties
which sum they
are to receive for the completion of
the aforementioned buildings in the
manner aforesaid.”’

Until the completion of tkis house

!the congregation had held all their



8

religions services in a building used
for purposes of conrt, school and
church, which stcod on-the north
side -of the Public Square. 1t was
o structure of hewed "logs, contain-
ing one room which biad seats of |
rough boards laid upon logs. This

qpew house stood on the west side|

of what is now the court-house park
ithe west end of the house being near
where the west gate of the perk now
$s. Rev. Mr. VarEman, in a letter
written subsequently to the. one
sbove given, reterring to the opening
of this church edifice in the autumn
of 1816, says:

¢Mr. Davis whbo built the house
kad finished it & day or two before
‘X was there, and to secure prompt
payment, locked it up. The pecple
did not know what to do. On Sab-
bath morning, Mr. William Stanber-
¥, 2 lawyer, took a boy with him to
the house, raised a win iow, and lift-
ed the boy in who ope:: :d the doors.
The congregation st tie appointed
howur entered Mr.” Davis and his
family among the resi. There'was
no disturbance about it.
vis told me a$ the close of the meect-

ing that he had promlsed not to
open the house, but was g lad it was
done.

My text that day was, ‘1 have not
shunned to declare unto you all the
counse!l of God.”

The church now having for the
first time a house of worship of its
own ; having electcd two new eld-
ers, William 7Trindle and Joseph
Boore, haviog increased consider—
ably in numbers and inflaeace, and
having again regular pulpit minis—|
trattons, eutered upon & new career
©f prosperity.

The fierce doctrinal controversies
of the time, probably hindered in
some measure the general progress
of religion. We who witness the
munraal sympathy and co-operation
prevealent among our churches now
can but in: dequately c >mprehend
the bitterness ot the sectarian strites,
and thée scrimony of the doctrinal
gconfreversies that agitated this com-

t

Mr. Da-|

tions of Calvinism and Arminianism
open battle raged. Mr. Baird was
o Calvinist of the old school, and he
maintained his ‘views wheo neces-
sary, by sn open aud unflinching
advocacy, slways keeping supreme
the essential truchs of the cross —
Though Presbyter.an and Methodist

, | minisiers did not oiten make minis

terial 'exchanges, he at one time
made an arrangement to preach in
the Methedist church at Bowling
Green, four miles east of Newark,
Steppmg into the pulpit he said, «“It
is an uncommon thing for = Presby-
terian minister to preach in a Meth-
odist meeting house. What shall I
preach? Bhall I preach Methodism?®
No. Shall I preach Presbyterianism?
No. What shall I preach? 1 shall
preach the true gospel of Jesus
Christ :”” and then proceeded to de-
liver & sermon that was inipressive
and poweriul.

During a portion of the time that
Mr. Baird resided here, he engaged
in the work of teachingin connec~
tion with his ministerial work. His
first class was formed for the pur—
pose of studying the Latin language..
This class was composed of the fol-
lowing persons: B. W. Brice,dJ. R.
Stanbery, Nathaniel English, J'. N.
Wilson, John C. Gault, John M. ore,_
Of these the two last are dead. This
class . subsequently grew Into =a
school of greater numbers, with &
wider scope of studies. ’
- Mr. Baird’s pupils cherished for
him the strongest attachment. On
one occasion, one of his pupils J.IN.
Wilson, h~ving been maliciously,
and without cause, threatened with
a whipping Ly 2 boy bhelongmng to
another school, and having discov-
ered thut he was about to be asszil-
ed, turned upon bis antagonist and
gave him a severe handling. The

teacher on the following morning,

whren the circumstances of tbe case
were explained, instead of adminis—
tering the puuishment that was ap-
prehended, gave to the school in the
vlearest and most forcible manner.
his views upon the whole subject of

Aunity in those days. On the ques \ self-defence, snd the laws that should
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govera the social relations and in-

sercourse of boys and men, at school,
and through life; enjoined npon his

pupils that they shouid always be

careful not to be in the wrong, a.nd'i
in the 1ight, that
they should not submit $amely and

when they were

io'nominio"sly to wro.g or injustice,
but in a manly way maintain thelr
Tights. :

In 1820 BMr. Buird resigned this
ehar-e and removed to Pennsyl-
vania where hbe continued pastoral
iater for about ten years. He was
editor of the <Pittshurg Christian
Herald” from 1831 to 1838- While
rcturning from a visit to the South
he was vxolen*ly attacked by disease
and died in North Carolina on the
Zth of Jaa. 1839. The following ac-

count of his death has been ob‘'ained

from his son Rev. S.J. Baird, D. D,,
of Stauuton Va. .

¢«“His death occurred from a dis.
ease which involved the most ex-
eruciating suffering,which was borne
without an expression of impatience.
For the last twenty four hours he
was kept alive by stimulants. Sev-
eral times be inquired what o’clock
it was, and on keing told, rej:lied,
that he had hoped to be with Christ
before thst time. Toward the last
he complained of the greatest pains;
in bislimbs which proved to be colé.
e was told that it was the conflict
with the last enemv, anad asked if it
alarmed him. He replied, <No,
though my body is filled with pain
inexpres-ible, my soul is filled witk
Juy. Hederlined rapidly till within
twerty minutes of his end, when
with more strength of voice than he
had shown for some davs heex-
claimed, -*Holy ! Holy! Holy Lord
God Almi:hty. All the days of my
appointed time wxil 1'wait for him
till he comes?’ and then most
ealmly and sweetly, with 2 smile on
his face, breathed his last.”

Mr. Baird was a man of much
more than ordinary power. He pos-

sessed great vigor of intellect and
He was always ready

energy of will.
to contend for the truth, and did so
with ability and frankness, yet

tbored to do good,

| with courtesy to those who differed
from him® He - took s prominent
part in the most important contre-
versy that ever sgitated the Presty.
! terian church in this country. He
was decided ia his convictions as an
old school man. He is regarded bty
many as one of the ablest preachers
the Presbyterian church has ever had
in the West. His st,le was charse-
terized by simplicity, and was with~
out urnamenst. In his christian ehar-
acter there was nothing impulsive
or fitful. He steadily, patiently la-
and promote
God’s glory.

The only person now connected
with vhe church, who united with i¢
uader Mr. Balrd s ministry is Miss
Nancy Carson, who became a mem-
ber in 1816-

Rev. Solomoen S. Miles preached 5
few times in Newark in the year
1820. Iwn April 1821, te came here
to reside, and in October of that year
he was ordained and instalied "pas-
tor of this church by the Lancaster
Presbytery. Mr, Miles was born =¢
Belpre, Ohio, Dec. 28th, 1794, and
united with the church of that pla~e.
He was educated at the Qhio Uni-
versity at Athens, when that insti-
tution was in its infsacy, and when
! Rev. Jacob Lindley was its Presi-
ldem: and only regular instructor.—-
i He was among its first graduates.
| He was in the same class with the
Hon. Thomss Ewing, of Lancaster,
and Rev. Heary Perkins, D. D., of
New Jersey. .

Esaily in Mr. Miles ministry here, °

s Sabbath School was organized,
me first one formed in our city.,—
This was formed in June 1822. 1Its
subsequent history will be hereafter
given. The weekly prayer meeting
| was also established in the same
yvear. Its institution has this his-
tory. A few mcnths after Mr.
Baird commenced preaching here,
during the winter of 1815 and ’16,
a member of his congregation, who
was then. but 2 youth ‘and who had.
come from an eastern city where he
kad been accustomed %o attending.
meetings for prayer keld during the
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week, snggested to him $hat such a
gervice was desirabie here, and per-
haps it could be profitably sustain—
ed. Mr. Bairds reply was, «Cannot
you start the meeting ?° The per-
son referred to, being almost a
stranger in the town, being natural-
1y somewhat difident, and not, at
the period named, s member of the
church, did not proeecut_e the mat-
ter further at that time. The same
perzon having united with the
church before Mr Miles came, and
cherishing a still stronger desire for
a prayer meeting, addressed an an-
onymous letter to Mr. Miles a short
time after he began his work as
pastor, upon the subject in which he
was so deeply interested, and on
the following Sabbath such a meet-
ing was announced from the pulpit,

to- be held on an a.fternoon of the
ensumor week.

~“About 1824 ‘or ’25 by the efforts

of Mr. Miles a more active mission-
ary spirit was awakened. Consid-
erable inteiest was also excited
about the same time in the work.of
Bible and Tract distribution in the
town and over the county.

In the year 1825 the church build-
ing became unfit {
the 4th of J uly of that year, the cel-
ebration of the throwing out of the
first shovelful of earth on the Ohio
cansl, occurred, 4} miles south-
west of Newark. Many strangers
were present, among whom were
Hon. Thomas Ewing, orator of the
occasion, Gov. Morrow, and Ex-
Governor Worthington, of Ohio,and
Gov. DeWitt Clmton, of New York.
On the day prec-ding the celebra-
tion, which was the Sabbath, a very
large audience, of which the dis-
tingaished strangers named, formed
a part, was assembled for worshxp
in the Presbyterian Church. ~ A se-
vere storm arose duaring the ser-
vice, and the roof being inadequate
to tLe protection of the house against
ike rain, the plastering began to fall
in quantities somewhat’ alarmmg,
and the congregation becoming in a
measure - panic-stricken, hastened
toward the door, and thence to the

or occupancy. On

court house, occasioning several in-.
juries by the rush and confusion.——
After this the house was not long -
used. In the following year if was
sold to Mr. Z. Davis and removed.
Not having now a house of its owm
the congregation worshipped in the
court house for a time, then in &
school house near the locks of the-
canal not far from the present lo-
eation of the Episcopal church, and .
subsequently in the upper portiom
of the Market House, a building"
that stood in West Main Street, be-
tween the corners that sre now oc—.
cupied by Mr. Newkirk’s and Mr.
Patton’s stores. Religious services.
wele held in the placelast designat—
ed until the present church edifice
was erected. - _
On the 24th of January 1827 an
act was passed by the legxslature of
Ohio,.entitled, ‘“An act to incorpor-
ate the First Presbyterian Soci-

ety of the town of Newark
in the county of Licking.”—
{ The Corporators were James

Taylor, J acob Wilson. John J. Brice
James M. Taylor, Bradley Bucking-
ham, Hugh Scott. John Blaney, E.
S. Woods,A H. Caffee, Henry Smith,
and N. Cherry. -

Owing to continued ill health Mr.
Miles was released by Presbytery
from this pastoral charge on the 18tk
of May. 1831. Thoucrh there was no
special revival of rehoqon during his
ministry here, there had been several
seasons of more than usual serious-
ness and interest, and at the time of
his resignation, the church was uni-
ted and harmonious and numbered
60 members.

Mr. Miles is now living at Persﬁ‘er,
near Gllson, Ill. We have been much
gratified in receiving s letter from
him dated Ocs. 5th, 1868, from which
the following extract is given. He
says, <I have strong attachments to
Newark, and take a deep interest in
whatever affects the religious welfare
of that people. May the different
branches of the church of Christ
there become thorougly united im
feeling, sentiment and action, and

come up as a mighty host to the help
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of the Lord.. I hope you will have
2 pleasant and profitable time at your
meeting. It would afford me great
pleasure to be with you, but this 1
must forego. I should mno doubt
meet some old friends, whom I hope
soon tv meet in the Mount Zion
which is above, and join with them
in songs of eternal deliverance; and 1
should, no doubt form new and in-
teresting acquaintances, butold age,
infirmity and the want of pecuniary
means forbid it. But though we
meet not in  the flesh, and see not
each others faces, let us love omne
another, and pray for the peace of
Jerusalem, for they shall prosper who
love her.
Your affectionate brother,

S.S. MiLes.” ..

Rev. James Harrison,a young man
who had recently completeﬂ his stu-

dies, supplied the church for a short
time before Mr. Miles’s resignation,
preaching during the fall of 1830 and
winter of ’30-° 31 in ‘the school-
house oefore referred to, and in the
summer and fall of 1831, in the
market house.  He discontinued his
ministerial work in this placein Jan.
1832.  From April 1631 to April,

1832, 18 persons were admitted to|

membership in the church on exam-
ination, and 3 by certificate, $71.00
were contributed to the Sabbath
School, and $80,00 to “ounty De-
positary of Sabbath Schools.

‘Mr. Harrison is now res1dmo at
Waterloo, Jowa,

A letter was addressed by the ses-
sion in conjunction with the trustees
on the 12th of June, 1832, to Rev.
William Wylie of Wheehng, Va., in-
viting him to visit this church with
a view to setflement. “On Saturday
June 30th, 1832,” the record states,
*in accorda.nce with the foregoing in-
vitation Rev. Wm. Wy lie arrived
in town, and the doors of the newly
erected meeting house were opened
for his and the ¢ congregation’s recep-
tion on the mnext day, Sabbath,
July Ist”

‘The building alluded to in this ex-
¢ract is the one in which we meet to-

day. Itwasbuiltby Bradley Buck-

at Jefferson Colleore.

ingham and Buckingham Sherwood;
and the pews were assessed and sold

‘at such rates as to cover the cost of-

its constraction and the value of the
ground on whichit stood. It, and
the lot on which it is located, wers
conveyed by deed to the church, 4§
1834 by Bradley Buckingham, Buck-
ingham Sherwood and Albert Sher-
wood, for four thousand dollars.
When the house was built the pul”
pit was much higher than it nowis,
in accordance with the prevailing
style of church architecture atthat
time, and it occupied a place at the
opposite end of the house between
the doors, the gallery extending
across the west end. The bell was
placed in the belfry in 1834 or 5, and
co £ $300,00 Onu the - 17th of June
1833, the congregation made out =
call for the pastoral services of Mr.
Wylie, and on the 6th of August fol-
lowing. he was installed pastor. Rev.'
J ohn Pitkin preached the sermon’
on the occasion and Rev. James Cul-

. bertson delivered the charges to pas-

tor and people. - The elders at this
time were James Reeder,Jonas Ward,.

Robert Miliigan and Luman Wood--
ruff. From Oct.1 1834 to Sept.1835,23
persons were added to the church

and at thelastnamed date its mem-
bership numbered 162, A series of
difficulties extending through several
yea: 8 culminated in’ Dec. 1836, in’
the withdrawal from this church of
more than 20 of its members, who
with others organized the 2nd Pres-

fbyterxan Church of ‘this city.

Dr. Wylie continued his ministry
here until Oect. 1854, through  a
period of more than 22 years. His
was the longest pastorate the church
has had. He was, when he resigned
in his 78th year. He was born in
Pennsylvania in 1776. He gradusted
He preached
in Mereer, Westmoreland and Fay-

‘ette counties, Pa., and at Wheeling,
Va., before coming to Newsark. Af-

ter hxs rcsxcmatxon of this charge he
visited and & spent a winfer thh his
step-son in Mississippi. - When about
to startcn his return to the North,

in walking sbout the wharf, he stum-



bled upon the.-fragment of a boat,
and displaced his. hip-joint, which in-
jury disabled him during
his life. After his return North he
preached a number -of - times, sitting
in an easy chair in the pulpit Once
he was carried to this pulpit and
preached in that manner, an oceca-
sion of great interest, which will be
remembered by many present with
as to-day. .

He died in May 1858 aced 82
years.

Years. His son Joseph S., became

a3 minister of promise, preached at

Utica, Coshocton, Apple Creek,
Florence, Pa., and Urichsville, at
Wwhich last place he died, some time
before the death of his father.

Dr. Wylie was a man of tall and
portly form. He had an aclive imagi-
mation, fine : powers of description,
and a ready command of langmage.
As.a preacher he perhaps appealed
less to the log: cal faculty than to-the
imagination and the feelings. He
‘was a christian of deep spirituality,
and an unfaltering trust in God. He
was revered by all tor his high per
sonal worth and devout puty. TLe
godly man has two immortalities,
one is his possession, the other is his
legacy to us, by this he being dead
yet speaketh. &

-Dr Wylie was succeeded by Rev

'Wm. M. Robinson, who had been.

his.nearest neighbor in the ministry
for ten years and 2 half.

Mr. Robinson who is a native of
Pennsvlvania, was installed pastor
en the 8th of June 18535. At this
date the church wasin a low condi-
fion, having been reduced very much
within a few years by death and re-
movals. Mr. Robmson S pastorate
embraced a  period of seven years,
during which an old debt was cancel-
led, 1mportant repairs were put upon

the church edifice, 116 persons were:
received into the church, 73 by cer- i Joseph Moore,
tificate, and 43 ‘by protfession, 40 chil-!

dren and 4 adults were baptised, 17’
members died and 36 weredismissed:

by. certificate. Mr Robinson’s pas- &

$oral relation here ceased on the Ist:
of J une 1862.

the rest of}{

He had been a nnmster 58

- debtedness

-Heis now the pastorl

of the 2nd Presb;terian Church Mer-

cer, Pa. -

Rev. A. S Mllholland supphed

‘the pulpit of tms church through the
-summmer of 1862,

and Rev H. T.
Alexander supuplied it a few months
in the early part of 1863.

The presert pastor commenced

. preaching to this congra2gation on

the 1st Sabbath of May 1863. He

‘received a c¢all Aug. 3d and was or-

dained and instailed pastor Dec 15th
1863. C
In the ordination and installation
services, Rev. Henry Hervey, D. D,
preaci:ed the sermon‘and made the
ordaining prayer. Rev. J. M. Platt"
delivered the charge to the pastor,
and Rev E. H. Leavn;t the charge to
the people.  Since the 1st of August
1863, 100 persons have been received
Into the ch:rch, 36 upon profession
of their faith, and 64. by certificate,
29 children and 10 adults have been~
baptized, 37 have been dismissed by
certificate and 17 members of the
church have died. :
The membership now numbers
164 A debt of $650.00 was cancel-
led some four years since, and the
congregation is now iree irom all in-
Some changes have also
been made in the mtemor of the
church building, among which is the

.addition of 12 new pews.

The ‘following is a list of the el-
ders of this church from its organiza-
tion to the present time,. together
with the dates of their admission to’
the church. their election to the el-
dership, their disinissal by certiflcate
and their d«-athn, . so far as-thece dates
can be obtained from the records of.
the session.

NAMES, “Rec’d. Eiec’d. st. Died

- David Moore. 1808 1808 1845
James Taylor, 1808}1808) - {1844
Jacob W\ ilson. 1209{1809 1827
William Trindle. 1815 1819

- 118151818 _
Noah Owen, 1816{1818 1821
. Lewis Godden, 1816{1818 1825
James Reeder, 11825{1829 118523
Jonas Ward, 182111830 ‘
Chester Wells, 1826(1829.1830{1868
Robert Milligan, 182811830} . _
‘Moses Moore., : "‘ 1829 11883
Luman Woodraff, /1830{1833 1849
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Geor ge Wiilson, - . {18321836i1542{
John Wolf. - 1183411836{1849;
James Belford, 1835|1836} - 1850
Nathan Barues, 18351836 1845
E. J. Lewis, - 1s44l1s50f.
S.J. Reynolds, S I84xIIS50; | -
M. W. Swan. 185511857} - 11862
W.H. Winegardner. 185518571868

T, d: Davis. : x18-"’=18»67 : :
George F. Moore, 11846'1867

W.D. Hamilton. -~ |1867.1867

Of all t,hosp who have held the office
of the eldership in this church,
Robert Milligan has’ exercised the
functions of that ofﬁce throncrh the
longest term of years, he havmo-
acted as elder from 1830 to the pres-
ent time.

ent composed of the following. per-
sons, Robert Milligan, T. J. Davis,
Geo. F. Moore, and W D Hamxl-f

ton.
' cmmca nusxc- :
At snccessive jertods the persons

named below led ‘the singiug of t ¢

ehoir. Was. It was then beld in.the Court Houso.

congregatxon bexo-e a
tormed : J acob Wilson, Mr Robin-
son, Amos H. Caﬁee, Hugh ‘Scott
and "~ Moses Mnore A choir wag

formea in 1833, ot '—34, of which ;

Samuel H. Bancroft was the leader
The subsequen:-leadersof . the choir
have- been Ro ert Milligas, E " J.
Lewis-and Henry Sprague.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL.
The first Sabbath School organ.

ized ir Newark was in connection

with this church. It was formed in
June, 1822 It was called the ““New.
ark Association for affording Ssh.
bath School instruction.”” it had 12
“Articles of Association.” They
provided for the elecilion of a super-
intendent and four managers, by the
members, annually, on the first Mon-
day in October: for the cpening o
the school at 8 o’clock A. M ; forits
opening and closing with prayer;
for instruction in the scriptures,
and in the Westminster Shorter
Latechism, not making, however.
the stul, of the catechism obligs-
tory upon all the pupils. They en-
joined punctuality and dilicence op-
on the teachers, and prohibited cor—

poral punishment in the =chool.—.

Article 11ith says: “Entreaiy, per-

'Mrs. Ann Brice,

of the market-house,

sussion, reproof, guitable -rewards;,
and everv mesns celculated to:wia
he -flections acd_secure. the . good
behavior - and - sattention -of. :the

scholars to theit duties, will:-be. re-

sorted 10.: when these fail--to securs

{the end proposed, recourse will be
 had to, expalsion.”

"These . ariicles
were. awned by S. 8. Miles, L. Gods
der, . H R..Gilmore. Charles: Sager;

'J Mathiot, George Shaver, C. W:
'Adams, John -Cunningham; Joaa-
‘tha~-
,Yonng, Aun Brice, Lucy C. Gllmore‘l
‘Olive Taylor, Sarah C. Barpham. :

The eldership is at pres-|

Godden - Qupenntendent for the first

taylor, -Tbomaa Taylor, Eliza

The Association elected Lewu
vear, and Miss Sarah Bumhan‘
Rev. 8. S. Miles
and Joshus Mathxot Managers. i

The school was held in the Fres-
‘byterian Chureh edlﬁce untxl it .be-
came uvnfit for occupancy in 1825.

Dunng the time- its sessions - were
held in the Court House, Rev. Mr,
Ju::son, an agent of the  Americam:
8 S Union, visited ‘this‘ city, and
through his and Mr. Miles’ efforts;
tunds were raised for the .purchase
of a library; and a library, the. firs§

cn: tor .the .use -of ‘the -Sabbath
Sci:oul, brought to Newark, was
procured

The school subsequently held its
meetings in the school house near
the cansl locks, in the upper portion
in a brick
builaivg belonging to David Moore,
on the north-east corner of the Pub-
lic “quare, in a school-room fit.ed
up by Mr Miles it the resr of the
present church building before its
comptetion, and it was removed w0
this building when it was finished.

There was considerable prejudice
agains. the Sabbath School in its
earlv bistory here; much morethaa
at present exists The following in-
cident is illustrative of this: A gen-
tleman who was teaching school in
tnis place in the year 1831, and who
was strongly opposed to the institu-
tion of the Sabbhath School, an-
nounced on a certain Monday
morning that it was his intention te
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g@iscipline, by dismissing from his
achool, all his scholars who bhad at-
tendeqd the Sumnday School on the
preceding day, and for the purpose
of ascertaining who the offeading
psriies were, required them to rise.
Somewhat surprised o see thag ali
in the school, except his own two
ehildren, rose, and not wishing to
be 80 suddenly thrown out of em-
ployment, he immediately said,
ss¥You can take your seats.”

" In November 1832, the school

numbered 89 pupils and 14 teachers.
The teachers at that time were, Mr.
James Young, Miss Holmes, Miss
Steadman, Miss Bancroft, Mr. Mark
Howe, Mr. Rufus Henry, Mr. Z.
PDavis, Miss McDougal, Miss Tay-
lor, Miss Brice, Mr. B. W. Brice,
8. H. Bancroft, Mr:'T. R. Dicken-
son_ Miss Miller. -

* The following ' are the names of
the Superintendents of the School,
80 far as they can be now ascertain-
ed, from its organization to the pres-
ent time. Lewis Godden., Robert C.
Gist, Mark Howe, James Young,
John Wolf, John Moore, B. Pilking-
ton, Robert Milligan, E. J. Lewis.
Henry'S. Martin, L. . Coman, T. J.
Davis, Rev. W. M. Robinson, Geo. B.

Wright, W. H. Winegardner, Rev.
H. M. Hervey, and W. -D. Hamil-
ton. -

The number of scholars now emn-
roiled in the school is 810. The-
average daily attendance is 187. The
number of teachers is 25. The
school has during the past year been
provided with a new and valuable
library of about 400 volumes.

Its officers at present are Sup’t.
W. D. Hamiiton, Assistant Sap’t. H.
M. Hervey. Librarians, Joseph G.
Wallace and Robert F. Irvine.

. 'We havethus reviewed the history of
this religious organization. which has
now reached the 60ta year of its exist-
ence. It has been a pioneer church. We

have z2een that th2 efforts that resulted

in its formation were the first religious

| efforts made on the territory covered by

our city. Great changes have occurred
in it and in the community. There
have been numerous accessions to our
membership.and many sclemn removals
bv death. Many meinories and =sso-
ciations connect our religious services,
and these pews with friends who wor-
ship no mcore in temples made with.
hands. The fathers pass away. New
responsibilities are ours. May the faith
which has ennobled the lives of the
truly godly who have preceded us, be
an inheritance to us, that we may finish
our coursze with joy. '



UTICA CHURCH.

That reglon of Licking county in
which Utica is located, began to be
settied about the year 1805. Those
who first entered it with a view of
securing homes therein, found a
heavily-timbered soil, to rescue which
from the domain of the forest would
involve years of severe toil, but a

been said of a somewhat stern cast
of christian character, who loved
Presbyterianism, its €octrines, its
simple forms of worship, and its
government, as opposed to Prelacy
on thke one hand, and Independency
on the other, and who wereinstru-
mental in transferring that system of

soil that gave promise of abundanta:Church order to this country. To

fertility to reward the labor of its}
cultivation. _

“They found also in the solitude of
the wilderness a beautiful stream of
water, known to us as the North
Fork of Licking, large enough to
serve important practical uses.

Some of the earliest settlers of this
region were Joseph Conard, Nathan
Conard, Isaac Vanausdol, Joseplh
Mantonya, James Dunlap, Patrick]
Moore, John Moore,William Robert-
son, Peter Kirkpatrick, David Kirk-
patrick, MNathaniel Kirkpatrick, Rir.
Helphrey, John I.ece, Wm. Black-
burn, Joseph Penn, John McNaugh-
ton, Samuel Haines,Homewood Mar-
riot, Jeremiah Belt, Philip Smoots,
Wm. Harris, Samuel Dufifield.

Most of those who settled in and
around Utica during the earlier vears
of its history had either immigrated
from the North of Ireland., or werse
the descendents of those who had
immigrated from that country. They
were of Scotch-Irish descent. The
term ¢“Scotch-Irish’’ describes those
who have Scotland as the land of
their forefathers, and Ireland as the
place of birth, residence or adoption.
it suggests some historical incidents]
of great interest, of which the Prov-
ince of Ulster in Ireland was the:
scene two centuries ago. :

The term designates a people who
loved liberty and hated tyranny,
who had been trained by trials, made
resolute by oppression, who feared
God, and were governed by his word,
who were of a’staid, stable, and as has

A

that people are we largely indebted
for our civil liberties and institutions.
High historical authority,(Bancroft, )
warrants us in saying that <‘the first
puklic voicein America for dissolv-
ing all connection with Great Britain,
came not from the Furitans of New
England, the Dutch of New York,
nor the planters of Virginia, but from
Scoteh Ivish Presbyterians.”

In 1812 Washington township was
organized, and in 1814, the village of
Wilmington, now Utica was laid out.
In 1814 a: Reformed Presbyterian
or Covenanter Church was formed.
It was organized by Rev. Dr. Black.
Rev. Robt. Wallace was its first Pas-
tor, and Wm. Mitchell, James Dun-
lap and Nathaniel Kirkpatrick were
its first elders. '

This Church has been ever since its
organization ome of -considerable
strength, and is now onc of the lar-
ocst in that denomination. '

Itis probable though it is not cer-
tainly known, that Rev. James Scott
or Rev. John Wright, preached in

tica early in its history, as they visi-
ed most of thenew settiements in this
region of Ohio. The first sermon
known to have been preached in that
community by a minister of the Pres-
byterian Church was by Rev. James
Hervey, D. D. He passed through
Utica in the Summer of 1815, on his
way from Wheeling, Va,, to Dela-
ware, Ohio, and preached one Sab-
bath-in a grove on the south side of
Mr. Patrick-Moore’s farm, which lay
adjacent to the village. Hewashorn
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in 1782, in 8 Fortabout 7 miles from
Wellsburg, West Virginia. He grad-
rnated at Jefferson College.He preach-
ed in Wheeling several years, at the
same time supplying the Church aft
Forks of Wheeling, 5 miles distant.
Yhen he began preaching in Wheel-
ing there were but 3 members of the
Pregbyterian Church there. Now
there are 4 Churches of that denom

imation there, containing about 630
members. He died in 1859, in his
T'(th year, having been the pastor of
the Forks of Wheeling Church 48
years.

‘The Presbyterian Church in Utica
was organized on the 5th of October
1818, Rev. James Cunningham was
the first Pastor of the Church. A
short sketch of his  Jife will be found
in connection with the history of
Mary Ann Church.

The original members of the Church
were the following :

Mrs. McCreary, James Chambers,
Mrs. Chambers, John :Dixon, Re-
becca Dixon, William Forsyth, Ma-
ria Forsyth, Samuel Shields, Isabella
Shields, James Coulter, Cornelius
Larue, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Cunning-
ham, Wm. Cunningham, Thomas
Scott, Mrs. Scott, Joseph Scott,
Mrs. Seott, John Ross, Mrs. Ross,
Joseph Meaore, DMrs. Moore, John
Moore, David Mocze, Patrick Moore,
Mrs. Moore, Jeremiah Belt, Brs.
Belt, Mrs. Woodrow, John Ceonnar,
Mrs. Connar.

Five elders were chosen at the or-
ganization. They were Patrick
Moore, John Moore, Joseph Scoft,
Thomas Scoftt, and John Ross.

Mz». Cunningham continued to sup-
ply the Church for about 10 years, in
connection with the Church at Mary
Arn. He preached for some time in
a tent that stood within the present
limits of the village. As soon as prac-
ticable, however, a church huilding
was erected and roofed. This build-
ing was not finished for a number of
years. He was succeeded by Rev.
Henry Hervey, D. D., who preached
first in Utica on the 4th Sabbath of
June 1829. Dr. Hervey, was born

22,1798. He graduated at Jefferson
College in 1825, was licensed in 1827,
and as a licentiate visited Utica and
Martinsburg in EKnox county, in
June 1829. Xe arranged to preach
at Utica every third Sabbath, mak-
ing his home at Martinsburg, and
preaching there two thirds of the
time.

He was ordained in the spring of
1830. He supplied the Utica church
five years, until 1834, after which
time his pastoral labors were con-
fined to the church at Martinsburg.

He was the pastor of the church at
Martinsburg until the fall of 1867,
when he resigned his charge having
labored there for about 38 years,
with many tokens of the blessing of
the Master upon his work. During
the time of his ministry at Utica the
church building, which was a frame
structure that had stood for several
years, not plastered and otherwise
uanfinished, was furnished with seats
and a pulpit. During tke same per-
iod a Sabbath school was organized
largely through the instrumentality
of Mr. L. W. Knowlton. Rev. John
Pitkin supplied the church for
oue year and a half after Dr. Hervey
discontinued his regular ministra-
tions there. Rev. Joseph Wiley
succeeded him, ministering to the
church for about one year. Rev.
Wm. Woods was the next supply.—
His term of ministerial service
there was brief, as he died after
having resided in the commu-
nity about eight months. From
1839 to 1850 Rev. Isaac N. Shep-
herd was the pastor. Under his
ministry the church increased  con-
siderably in mumbers and strength.
A new church building was.erected
in the years 1847--48 This house
1s the one now occupied by the con-
gregation, Mr. Shepherdis now re-
siding at Raleigh, Tenn. Rev. J. M.
Dinsmore was the pastor from 1851
to 1854. Rev. Lemuel P. DBates
preached to the church as a stated
supply from August, 1855, until
May or June, 1858. Mr. Bates died
several years since. He was a

near Wellshurg, West Virginia, Nov. J

 preacher of more than ordinary
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clearness and force, and was highly
esteemed by all who knew him. Rev.
N. Armstrong supplied the pulpit
for six months from Oct. 1858. Rev.
C. B. Downs, the present pastor,
began his ministerial labor there in
Oct., 1861: The following persons
have held the office of eldership in
the Utica church sirce its organiza-
tiorn: Patrick Moore, John Moore.

Joseph Scott, Thomas Scott, John

Ross, Allen Robovinson, dJames
Moore, David Yates, Robert Hen-
derson, L. B. Stevens, Jacob Knis-
ley, L. W.Knowlton, M. Lamson, Dr.
Jos. Rogers and J. C. Hemler. The
elders at present are Jacob Knisley,
L. W. Knowlion, Dr. Joseph Rogers
and J. C. Hemler. The member—
ship at present numbers 92.

1he Sabbath school has been in
existenee nearly 40 years, and dur-
ing the 36 years past it has been

;regularly held, with perhaps five or
six execeptions.. This congregation
has held religious services at KX
o’cleck on Sabbkath with scarcely an
exception for thirty-six years.
Though the church for many years
of that period has not had the ser-
vices of a pastor but half the time,
the congregation has scarcely ever
faiied toc meet at its usual hours of
worship, and if there has not been
preaching, prayer meeting has been
held and a sermon has uswually been
read by some member of the congre-
gation. A prayer meeting has also
been regularly held during the
week. This meeting has been con-
ducted by the elders or some of the
church members a large part of the
time. There are at least ten mem-
bers of the church who take part in
conducting these meetings,
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CHURCEH OF MARY ANN.

Rev., James Cunningham com-
menced preaching in D»Mary Ann
Township, in this county., during
the autum of 1317, and continned tv
preach at the housees of the families
Hving in the vicinity of the Xary
Ann Furmace until 1822, In that
yeatr a church was organized at the
Furnoace, and s house of worship
erected.

Mr. Cunningham preached there
once in two weeks until 1832 or 3,
when from a variety of causes, the
chief of which was the removal of
the members to other parts of the
eountry, ‘he discontinued regular
ministerial labois in that church.—

The organization was subsc—-
quently abandoned. He, howev-—
er, preached occasionally for many
years afterward at different places
in the towaskhip The elders of
the church when it was formed,
were Robert Patterson, David
Robinson, and James Belford. As
cne of the early preachers of this
region, Rev. Mr. Cunningham was
well known in many parts of this
county. Xe was born in Hastern
Pennsylvania, in 1772, graduated at
Jefferson College, and studied theo-
logy with Dr. McMillen. st Csn-
nounsburg, Pa. When the time ar-—
rived for the deliver ry  of his trial
sermon before Presbytery, his cour-
age failed, and he secreted himself
in the woods. He was however
sought out and brought to the task
by his instructer, Dr. MlcMillen.—
Socn after his licensure ke went as
a missionary to the upper waters of

(the Monongahela. He not long af-
ter this came to this section of Ohio
anGa was associated for meny years
with Rev’s.Wright ard Scott,in fron-
tier labors. On one oeccasion his
presentation of Gospel truth was
attended with = special blessing
though the text upon which i$ was
based was one from which he had
not long contemplated preaching.—
He was t0 preach at Utica on a Sab-
bath of communion. During the
morning of that day, he was unable
to find the text on which he had des-
igned preaching preliminary to the
communion services. He and bhis
family searched for it until it was
neecessary to start from home to
meet his appointment, seven miles
distant.  While turning over the
leaves of his bible on the way,
searching for the text he had selec-
ted, this 1 passage of scmpture Gecnr-
red repeatedly to his mind. <“What
will you do in the solemn day, the
day of the feast of the Lord.”> He
finally concluded to preach from
that passage, and he afterwards
thought that the conversion of 30
persons could be ftraced to that one
sermon. He died in Martinsburg,
in 1857. During his last sickness, he
said, ‘I have not ecstacy, but I have
no fears. I have not had a doubt the
fast ten days; my faith is establish-
ed, I will go on and sce the end.
Whom he justities he also glorifies.”
His last words after repeated efforts
%0 cxpress them were, ¢“The sun
shines brightly, all is well.
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BROWNSVILLE CHURCH.

In the year 1844 the committee of | was held and occupied by the New
Missions of the Zanesville Presby—!School. After worshiping in it for
tery, of which Dr. Wylie was chair-!a feww months, the congregstion
man, made application to Rev. Dr. | were required to seek another place,
Elliot, of Alleghany Theological iand for a season met in the United
Seminary, to direct to them a min- | Brethren Church, then in the 2eth-
ister to perform the work of a do- odist Church in Jacksontown, and
mestic missionary in the western  finally obtained a lease of the Prot-
portion of its territory, slong the | estant Methodist church in that vil—
Nautional Road, in Licking county.:lage, where 1Mr, Robinson continued
Rev. W. M. Robinson at the sug—ito preach until he left that field of
gestion of Dr. Elliott, entered thel l_fa.bor. Though doubtless good was
region referred to, about the 1st cof done, yst under these circumstances,
Dec. 1844. He immediately made and by reason of the removal from
arrangements to preach at Hebron : the community of some families of
in the morning of one Sabbath, and ginﬁuence i the church, but little
at Amsterdam in the afternoon, and: progress was ever made in establish-
for the next Sabbath to preach at)ing a church in that region, and
Alt. Sterling, or Hopewell, in the about four years since the name of
morning, and at Brownsville in the | the -Hebron Church was stricken
afternoon. After Mr. Robinson had | from the roll of the Zanesville Pres-
been preaching six months at Heb- ' bytery. _ _ .
ron, a church was formed there con-| Religious services were held reg-
sisting of seventeen members. Thisjularly at Brownsville by Mr. Robin-
orgarization embraced all the mem- son, and on the 29th of May, 1846, a
bers -and families that attended upon | church was organized. Eleven per-
Mr. Robinson’s ministry at Hebron, {sons composed the organization.
Amsterdam and at Jacksontown. |Robert Hamilton ard William Black

The organization of this churchwere elected elders. BIr. Robinson
was effected July 1st, 1845. Robt. ! continued for several years te preach
Arthur and Masrgsn Lamson were at Bit. Sterling, or at Hopewell in
ordained elders. P. N. Lyle was{the morniny ana at Brownsville in
ordained elder in May, 1846. The the afternoon. Though he found at

church encountered difficulties from
the beginning, the chief of which
was that it 2ad no house of worship
of 1ts own. The congregation in
Hebron, worshipped for perhaps six
Oor scven years, in a house built by
the Presbyterians before the divis—
ion,into Old and New school branch-
es, but then claimed and held by the
New school ellement.The church was
obliged to leave this house, after
which services were held in the
Disciple church. At Amsterdam
the house of worship had also been
built before the division, and it too !

the latter place but three or four
Presbyterian families, and for the
first year received at taat point less
than $50.00 support, yet within the
first two or three years it became
the most encouraging, and evidently
the most important point in his
whole field of labor. During the
summer and fail of 1846, s house of
worship was erected.  This was an
important step, as it gave Presby-
terianism a8 position in the commu-
nity, and was - a pledge that the ef-
fort being made was designed to be

successful and permanert. Prior to
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these efforts there, but little had
been known by the pecople generally,
of Presbyterianism., Some had nev-
er before heard a minister of that
body, and many thought, for they
had been so instructed, that its doc-
trines were terrible doctrines, and
that its preachers must be terrible
fellows. It was frequently said of

Mr. Robinson, while he was preach-
ing in the Methodist church build-

Morgan ZLamson, A. R. Jordan,
Robert Morton and Thos. Black
have been chosen to the eldership.
The session now consists of Robert
Hamilton, William Black, Robert
Morton and Thomas Black The
singing of the congregation has been
led since the church was organized
by William Black. The cnurch now
numbers 80 members. A Sabbath

- School has been in ‘existence since

ing: ¢“He is not an honest man;| the opening of the church building
he is not preaching what he believes; It is now in a prosperous conditon
wait until he gets into his own house | numbenng 85 scholars. Its Super
of worship, and he will show the intendentis William Black.

cloven foot.”” Although this was| -

the feeling with meany, still the|

church ha% a gradual and healthy| Salem German Church.
growth from the first. There were| The Sslem German Church, of

additions at-nearly every Commhn-!NeW'uk was organized October 4th,
ion season. i 1857. The corner-stone of the
Residing at Brownsville, and con-! | church building was 1aid October 9th,
sidering it the most promising point, ! 18 The church was dedlcated
Mr. Robmson so arranged his ap-; Malch 28th, 185%. Rev. W. C. Kie-
pointments at the other places, on sel was the first pastor. The first
both sides, as to preach there omnce | elders were David Fisher, John Dur-
every Sabbath pleacamcr one Sab- | kis, August Auer, and Peter Sacks.—
bath st Bt. Steriing in the morning, ;The pumber of members at the or-
and at Brownsvnle in the afuernoon s ganization was 49, all male members.
the mnext Sabbath at Hebron in the: W Ch. Kiesel was the pastor until
morning, at Jacksontown in the af-! ‘the spring of 1861. Rev. R. Shide
ternoon, and at Browanasville in thelwas the pastor from the autumn of
evening ; thus every two weeks rid-; 1861 to the spring of 1864. Rev.
ing 26~ mlles and preaching three! : Philip Roser wsas pastor from 1864
times on the waba‘ch He labored. ill 1866, and Rev. F. H. W. Bruech—
there ten and a hsalf years. The! {ert has been the pastor from BRMay
church st Brownsville which raised t 1st, 1866, to the present time.
not quite $50.00 for his first year’s! BMr. Bzuecheu‘, is a graduate of the
support, and was orgsnized in 1846 Presbyterian German Theological
with cleven members, was paying Seminary at Dubuque, Iowa. He
him, when he resigned that charge: was licensed to preach by the Pres-
in April ’55, $300. OO per year,for half’ bytery of Dubugue, in May, 1858,
his time, and had a membershlp of i and ordained by the Presbytery of
84. During his ministry there 105 | Yowa, March, 1860.
persons were received into the; The elders at present are R. A.
church. : Shide and Jacoby Unternaber. The
The following persons have suc-—: i Sabbath School has been in exist-
ceeded Mr. Robinson in ministerial | ence from the organization of the
labor in the congregation: Revs.|church. It numbers, at present, 38
W. B. Tidball, Alexander R. Hamil- children and 9 teachers. The num-
ton, H."R. Peairs, L. B. W. Shry-|ber of church members at present is
ock, M. M. Travis, and Rev. James|fifty-nine.
White, of the United Presbyterian|{ xore.—The writer of tke foregoing sketches
Church, who is at present supplying %%‘é?é’ﬁ‘ié‘ix""Q%Se’éé?xi“é’c??ﬁeed’f’fﬁiﬁ’f D S ieations s
the pulpit.. Im addition to the two |_Annals ofthe American Pul Y R oraa:
elders elected at the organization,jc

Sprague. D. D..and “ongrapglcal Sketches of de-
gasegd Members of the Symnod of Ohkio,” by Rev
Hervey,D. D

-



