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INTRODUCTION 

The nArnerican Community Lifen class has tried 
to tell still another chapter in Fredoniais his­
tory. We have stitched together a story of hUJI1aJ., 
beings who courageously sought to improve their 
conditions. This pamphlet traces the major steps 
in the life of a group-whose ancestors came here 
from Valledolmo, Sicily. ~le have included the con.,, 
ditions in Valledolmo1 the trip to America, the 
early settlers, and the adjustment period prior to 
1935. 

The information presented by no means tells 
the complete tale. The Favata and Alessi Reports 
were valuable., but the paucity of printed materials 
has compelled us to rely heavily on twenty-two per­
sonal interviews. EITors have undoubtedly crept in 
because of our reliance on the memories of these 
peop1ev We would like to-thank all those who gave 
so willingly of their time. We are especially in­
debted to 1-1-r. and Mrso Peter Lanza and their daugh­
ter, Constance, for starting us on our way, and 
also to Mrso Donald Sherman and Miss Agnes Andrew 
who typed the pamphlet. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
VALIEOOLMO 

lo The Geography 

The geographic background of Sicily helps to 
explain the people who lived in Valledolrno. Sepa= 
rated from the toe of the Italian boot by the nar~ 
rnw Strait of :Messina., Sicily rests :in the center 
of the Mediterranean Seao The Greeks called Sicily, 
Trinacria., the three comeredo This triangular 
shaped island, the largest in the Mediterranean~ 
covers an area of 9,831 square mileso 

Sicily is mountainous with an average altitude 
of over 1,450 feeto The Madonie, a Sicilian con=­
tinuation of the Italian Apennine Mountainsj stret~ 
ches near the coastline on the northern side of the 
islando 

In these mountains lies the small village of 
Valledolmo., which means literally ttvalley of the 
mountaino" It is located in northern Sicily at 
about 37°40 1 north latitude and 1204s: east long~ 
itude. Seventeen miles separate Valledolmo from 
the northern coast of Sicilyo Palermo, Sicily!s 



capitol, stands forty miles northwest of isolated 
Valledolmoo 

Valledolmo's temoerate climate reflects the :in-... 
fluence of the nearby Mediterranean Sea. The Medi-
terranean breezes bring cool, rainy winters and hot, 
almost dry, summers. January temperatures fall to 
the low forty degrees, and, during summer, the mer­
cury hovers in the high eighties and nineties. 
Most of the rainfall occurs in the late autumn and 
winter, causing an occasional water shortage during 
the smnmer months. Valledolmo rationed its water 
two hours a day in various sections of the village; 
electricity was turned off at 6 P .M. When the 
wells dried up, the people walked to the mountain 
streams, carrying water back to the village in 
home-made containerso Mrs. Carrie Ubaney aptly de­
scribed this balanced climate of hot summers and 
cool winters when she smiled and reminisced, "It 
·was just beautifulo n 

In the heyday of the Roman Empire, the rich­
ness of the soil made Sicily the grainery of all 
Italy~ Wide pockets of fertile land stretched 
north of Valledolmo to the seacoast. Tnis soil, 
coupl~d with the temperate climate, produced a veg­
etation of Evergreen Trees, Holm Oaks, Cork Trees, 
Junipers, and Brambleso 

The village of Enna, near Valledolmo, furnish­
es the two major natural resources of Sicily: sul­
phur and salt. Prior to w·orld War I, Sicily pro­
duced the world's largest supply of sulphur. 

t<JIO WOR L'O 
1
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2 o The Economy 

Poverty~stricken farmers constituted the bulk 
of the population of Valledolmoo Semi-feudal ar~ 
rangements prevailed and the people usually worked 
the land for a share of the cropo The peasants 
could net buy la~d to work and produce food, except 
on the terms of the owner of the land. One fifth 
of the total area was owned by 1,025 individualso 
The "patrone," or land owner, furnished seed to the 
peasant who in turn plantedJ cultivated., and har..,, 
vested the cropc The harvest was then divided e~ 
qually between the 0patrone" and the peasanto 

Using primitive agric~ltural equipment and 
Im.lles to pull the ploi•rs, the people cultivated some 
5,000 acres of land~ They labored from four in the 
morning to dusk., earning eighty cents a day in the 
sunmer and a dollar a day in the wintera In addi­
tion to rye, grapes$ olives, pears and favia (lima 
beans), the farmers raised wheat. 

The people of Valledolmo were forced to live 
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in poverty for many reasons; a feudalistic system 
of land, oppressive taxes, compulsory militarf 
trainingi the lack of opportunity for educationj 
and poor soil, exhausted from years of cultivation 
without fertilizerso The few farmers who owned 
land found it difficult to profit from their hold-
ings. Under such a systemj the people could not 
rise above the condition of sharecroppers, no 
matter how industrious and ambitious they were. 
Many women were forced to contribute to the family 
income by working as housekeepers for the upper and 
middle class o 

A handful of people raised sheep and cattle 
from which they obtained products for home use. 
Often disease or drought struck, killing the sheep 
and leaving the families with no source of income. 
"When this occurred, many immigrated to the United 
States because "they just couldn't make a living. 0 

Their diet consisted of sphagetti, bread, favia, 
and home grown vegetables. The people found it 
more nourishing and less expensive to grind their 
own flouro 

Valledolmo had no factories and only a few 
shopso Its citizens had to make trips on foot to 
Palermo tQ purchase essential articles. They pos­
sessed few material luxuries. Despite .numerous 
hardships, these hard working people enjoyed life 
because "they didn~t care, for their neighbors were 

t ff poor, ooiA 
-2- Ju 
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3o Politics 

Sicily has a unique historyo L~ ancient t~nesi 
it served as a battlefield for Greeks~ Phoenicians, 
Carthaginians;; Romans~ and Goths c Under Norman 
rule L"1 the l000's~ the island combined ~rith south= 
ern Italy to form the kingdom of the two Sicilies~ 

The medieval feudal system of land tenure un­
der these goverrurents was in force until after 
18150 Although a constitution was granted to the 
people, it was revoked in 1815. All previous a­
buses were revived despite the vote of the Sicilian 
parliament in 1812 to abolish feudalismo 

Then~ the Italian patriot, Garibalidij freed 
Sicily from Spain m 1860. The Island later voted 
to join Italy. Conditions of the people, however, 
got worse~ Taxes increased and the military di~ 
verted manpower from producing the necessities of 
life. 

vOJN 

[US} 

c:a 9 ~ 



Sicilians generally distrusted the distant 
T-L,..,.2.-- _.,,.,11:P ________ ..._.J,. ~- D.._,1r"!~l,'•-•~• TT .... ,,,..-v .Lf"!-_--c: 0u--v-e~r• 
J.. vct...!...!.d..!.! 5V V t::J.-.llil~LJ. v .!..!.l .. ""' - .., .ni;:;a V c1 l.:d.-'"l..t::'-' ~ 0 - -~= 
ment monopoliesj and the semi=feudal aristocracy 
oppressed the people. In defense.9 the Sicilians 
cultivated a prized trait called "omerta, rt a kind 
of self=reliant manlinesso The men formed secret 
associations that regarded the police as their ene­
mieso Although the original purpose of "omertan 
was to protect the poor from the rich and from the 
oppressing government~ it gradually turned to ex­
tortion. The Secret Societies later became the 
Mafia. ¥~. Gennuso remembered that "they killed my 
grandfather Os cows$ the Iv1afia dido '' Mrs. Peter 
Lanza gs father- was "robbed in Naples by the Mafia.'' 

Although Italy possesses some power over the 
citizens of Sicily today3 the island has its own 
government. Sicily is divided into nine provinces. 
Literate males over twentycsoone years old elect the 
Mayor and send village representatives to the nine= 
ty-member Parliament at Palermo. As Mr. John Guz­
zetta said1 "just the men vote." 

Elections in Valledolmo were similar to elec= 
tions in Fredonia. Th.ere were two parties1 each 
with candidates for Mayor~ secretary, and town 
clerk. Sicilians, though, did not need to register 
to vote. 

The campaigns before election were very excit­
ing. The candidates gave speeches, promising the 
people what they would do. Many of these campaigns 
resulted in big arguments which led to street 
fights at election time. Police and soldiers had 
to be called to restore order. Because the mayor 
had the power to make all village decisions$ he was 
very important and generally was a lawyer or a pro­
fessional person. 

VO/[ 
LJ 
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4Q Social Life 

The religious and social life of Valledolmo 
centered principally around the Roman Catholic 
Church. The religious holidays included St. 
Joseph's Day, March 19; Feast of the Crucifix, May 
l; Feast of the Blessed Sacra~ent, June l; Feast of 
St. Anthony, June 13; St. Lucy's Day, December 13; 
and the Feast of St. Pocco. 

-------.:_-

Each holy day had a distinct form of cele­
bration. On St. Joseph's DayJ the more fortmiate 
townspeople gathered outdoors, set up long tables, 
and on them arranged food; this was given to the 
pooro The highlight of the holy day came when a 
procession marched through the village carrying a 
platform bearing the statue of the honored sainto 
Later L~ the evening the people enjoyed a band con­
cert, and da.ncinge This was generally followed by a 
spaghetti dinner served with eggs instead of meato 
!?Carnevale," a celebration similar to the New 
Orleans Mardi Gras1 occurred three weeks before 
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Lento addred_ ~.t.trac-tion~ fireworks! 

Before 1860, ninety per cent of the population 
was illiterate, but by 1870 laws required that 
children attend schoole The children received 
their formal education ma church school under the 
direction of nuns and priestso This learning con­
tinued to the fifth gradeo The home, however, 
primarily trained the young people in family and 
community values. 

The heart of the people was the family. From 
the time the child was very young, religion became 
an important part of life o In most of the homes 
sacred pictures hung from the walls and statues a­
dorned the tables. Entire families usually sang in 
the church choirs. And, as entire families, they 
customarily made pilgrimages outside of Valledo1-mo. 
Carrying lighted torches, the men led the wayo 

Each parent had his special responsibility for 
the child. }1others carefully chaperoned their 
daughters• activities, and taught them early in 
life the_ importance of homemaking and motherhood. 
The fathers taught tmir sons, so eventually the 
oldest son could inherit the family's trade. The 
close lmit family depended on the_father to make 
all the important decisions, especially with regard 
to his daughters' marriage o When a girl reached 
the marrying age of fourteen to sixteen, it became 
all important that she value her chastity, take in­
to consideration her family's reputation, her skill 
at housework and her potential fecundity and her 
"healthj sobriety, and religious devotion." The 
families arranged the marriage, and gay celebration 
followed the wedding ceremonyo 

The village square became a meeting place for 
all the villagerso Here news was passed around and 
goods were bartered. The children played games 
which are popular even today such as Bocce, similar 
to bowling and, Hura~ finger guessingo 
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lo In Transit 

CHAPTER '!W'O 
DEPARTURE 

In the spring of 1887 $ natives from Valledolmo 
started the long trek to the United States. Most 
of these irmnigrants found the preparation for this 
journey a comparatively easy tasko Qualifications 
for admittance to the United States included a rig= 
id health examination and good eyesighto Social 
and economic status 9 however, did not affect their 
entrance requirements. The majority of those who 
came were from the lowest economic class of Valle= 
dolmo~ 

Because of their poverty~ t.he people brought 
Yery few material things with theme Vermouth.s1 
fruit., and almonds comprised the bulk of the lug= 
gage of this impoverished groupo To secure a bet= 
t.er life in a new land.9 "they feared the oceanJ but 
braved its dangers without hesitation. n 



These neoDle suffered many economic hardships 
.1. ~ 

to accunmlate enough money to come to the United 
States. Agents in Valledolmo sold tickets, or I­
talian-American relatives mailed them from the 
United States. The prices ranged from ~Oto ~80 a 
fareo The cost of the tickets varied with the time 
of year and the accol11m.odations aboard ship. Due to 
the cost, the father or the oldest son frequently 
came alone. 

After obtaining their tickets and passing the 
health examination, the people left Valledolmoo At 
Palermo, a·train took them to Naples, where many of 
these travelers fell prey to shrewd characters. 
They took advantage of the irmnigrants by pick-pock­
eting or charging them ridiculous prices. It was 
common opinion that these people were members of 
the feared Haf ia o 

The ocean journey from Naples to Am3rica last­
ed from two to four weeks. Hoping for good weather, 
the people left in the warmer months. However, 
storms were frequent at this time. Not uncommon 
was this reaction: "The women would wail and weep 
and loudly express great doubt in the wisdom of 
their decision to go to America. One of them, I 
remember, began to curse Christopher Columbus for 
having discovered America. n 

:Much of the sickness crone from overcrowding. 
Few travelers realized that as many as 1,000 per­
sons would board each boat. "In bad weather, the 
portholes remained closed, anq the air became so 
foul that one could hardly breatheo" It often got 
very stormy, and at one point the people found it 
nec~ssary to tie do-wn their few belongings. Doc­
tors were available only to those with extreme cases 
of sea-sicknesso No births or deaths have been re­
corded aboard these ships, because the croup was 
generally a healthy oneo The majority of the pass­
engers were young to middle aged men, and a lesser 
number of younger womeno Very few children or el­
derly people migrated; the older people hesitated 
to leave their home lando Rarely did families 
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t:ravel as a g::r-0u.J:J 0 Insteac.~ the rnen left ·,:; 2.17 e .... 
dol...-rrl.o, hoping to ret"trrn home later J or to earn 
enough money to send for their families. 

Primitive conditions existed aboard the imrr~­
grant ships. The sleeping quarters were divided 
into two sections, one for the men, the other for 
the womeno They consisted of wooden bunks arranged 
with upper and lower berthso Just large enough for 
a person and his few belongings, these bunks were 
situated near the bottom of the ship. The location 
of the sleeping quarters limited the air circula­
tiono As one woman happily recalled, "I had an up­
per bunk which was o.K., but, oh, those poor people 
below! n 

The food consisted almost entirely of hard 
bread, beans, wine, and sometimes coffee. Few 
fresh fruits or vegetables were taken as they would 
perish on the trip over. However., some people 
brought lemons with them to prevent scurvyo The 
men of the family gathered the food which the ship 
provided into a container. Otherwise, the passen­
gers waited in line for their food. 

Despite misery and hardships, the people man­
aged to be cheerful a good part of the time. To 
while away the long month, some sang and danced to 
songs of their native lando A few of the more for­
tunate members had brought accordians and guitars. 
The men aboard often told jokes and played cards. 
Some, however, found it a lonesome trip because 
they knew no one on the ship. nTheir distress was 
aL11ost beyond endurance o" But unpleasant and un­
confortable as the journey was, once they set foot 
on American soil, the discomforts were at once for­
gotten. 

The first glimpse of the majestic Statue of 
Liberty facin~ the travelers, brought joy to the 
ocean-weary irnmigrants. They landed en Ellis rs ... 
land where each had to pass another physical exam­
inationo The doctors accepted most of the irmni­
grants but did send back a few unfortunate people 
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because of lllnesso Some complained that the cock~ 
roaches on Ellis Island ·i-rer-e so loud and numerous 
that they couldnit sleepo From here they proceeded 
to New York City~ where, unable to speak Englishj 
they were often treated cruellyo 

·.,.. ·-:~. ·--·---__ __:..----- . . . . . ~--

. _·_ -~::_.-.:.-~- --~ 
- - -- .__::. . - --

2. Arrival in the United States 

Once in New York City, the immigrants were 
herded like cattle on a train and sent directly to 
Buffalo, New Yorko There., relatives and close 
friends waited for them. The journey from New York 
City to Bu£falo was an unpleasant one for these 
people.9 their biggest handicap be:ing an inability 
to communicate with transport officials. 

i-Iany of the earlier Italian immigrants jour­
neyed to Buffalo, with the thought of becoming eco­
nomically secure so that they might return to their 
native land rrricho u Buffalo offered them the hope 
of jobs in the factories, on the construction gangs, 
and in the railroad yards. 
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The Lograsso family had one of the most heart= 
warming experiences upon their arrival in Buffalo~ 
Frightened by the unknown that lay ahead 3 they 1-;ere 
warmly greeted by the eldest son who had previously 
come to America and had arranged their tripo They 
found dinner waiting for them in a new home o The 
family continues to remember this incident today as 
a landmark of their lives in America. 

After several months in Buffalo, these immi­
grants found they could not earn enough money to 
support themselves. Only a small number of men 
found work on the railroad~ and they moved from 
place to place, living in freight cars. 1-'fany ven""' 
tured out of the city., joining migrant groups which 
traveled throughout western New York. Some of 
these journeyed to Batavia, LeRoy, and Orchard Park 
to pick fruit. In almost all cases the entire 
family worked, and the children attended school 
whenever possible. 

Word soon spread that help was needed in the 
canning factory in Fredonia. These Italian immi­
grants literally swarmed to Fredonia in search of 
work. Hany found jobs in the canning .factory, 
while others were employed in nurseries, on con~ 
struction jobs, and on nearby farms. A small pro-
port ion of these people left Fredonia to work in 
Jamestown, Falconer., Westfield, and other connnu­
nities in Chautauqua County. The majority., h:>wever, 
settled in Fredoniao 

When asked why they remained in Fredonia3 Mrso 
Anthony William Russo, one of the first settlers 
here replied., nwe just seemed to clicko 0 

I IJ 
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CHAPTER THREE 
SETTLING IN FREDONIA 

l. The First Settlers 

Economic and political conditions throughout 
southern and eastern Europe caused many people to 
seek a better life in America. The immigrants from 
Valledolmo, Sicily, were no differento Today, these 
people comprise about ninety-five percent of the 
population of Fredonia of Italian descentc 

Several specific reasons dominated their de­
cision to leaveo They heard that they could make a 
great deal of money and thus rise in social statuso 
Friends and relatives wrote back home~ telling of 
the "glorie s 11 of America o Adven tu.res and tales of 
streets lined with gold and easy-to-get money also 
lured many of them to American shoreso A large numle3 
ber intended to return to Italy after they had be­
come wealthy. A special factor promoted irmnigratbl 
from Valledolmo, Sicily~ the ownership of lande 
Possession of property was important because of its 
symbol of status in Valledolmo • 
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In wester·n New York, al..rnost all of the first 
immigrants from Sicily went to Buff"aloo Initially$ 
the majority of Italian immigrants went to ~ities 
where work was more nlentifulc L.'"1 time i · they ven= 
tured into the smaller surrounding areaso There, 
they joined work gangs in Brant~ ~gola; and Farn= 
ham to pick peas$ beans, and other cropso Numerous 
canning factories in Farnham, Silver,Creek~ and 
Irving also provided worko Usually the women and 
children were hired as pickerso In this line of 
work the women received forty cents~ day while the 
men earned seventy-five cents a daye 

Fredonia attracted more immigrants from Italy 
than any other village or city in Chautauqua Coun~ 
tyo However~ everyone who came did not remain" 
Many people went to Falconer$ Jam.estown.9 and \fest­
field. Falconer attracted the immigrants because 
of the great need for skilled and unskilled labor 
in the factorieso Jamestown offered work in furni­
ture and textile plants, ·constructionj and on the 
publi"c streets. The Adsonia, Goodwill WorstedI~ills 
and Maddox Table Company employed many immigrants. 

The first settlers in Fredonia .from Valledolm.o 
were Antonio and Mary Grace Lanza and their four 
children, Peter., Horace, Rose, and Luciao The 
Lanzas arrived in New York City- on June 5~ 1887 and 
went directly to Buffalo; New York. They sought 
work in Farnham, Batavia, Ieroy and Orchard Park. 
Peter Lanza joined a group from Buffalo who got 
jobs constructing the Dunkirk and Fredonia Railway~ 
Then, · in the summer of 1887, the American Canning 
Company in Fredonia provided employment for the 
rest of the Lanza family. In this way~ the Lanza 
family came to Fredoniao 

Once settled~ the Lanzas sent for their old 
friends f~om Valledolmo, the Lagrassos9 ¥ithin one 
year Anthony and Rosaina Lagrasso and their chil­
dren Sebastian, Josephine, Incia, and Horace joined 
the Lanzas in Fredonia. 

Then came the families of Lo Guidice, Gug:ino1 
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Giai~brone, and Valone. Before coming here~ many of 
them had searched for farm work in Brant and No:rk,h 
Collins o They, too, were attracted by the opportur1= 
ities for employment in the ca..rining factory of Fr-e= 
doniao 

The numbers from Italy increased steadilyo 
The Fredonia directory of 1890 listed one Italianj 
Francisco Geoginto, who ran a confectionery store. 
The directory of 1894 contained four Italian names, 
Anthony Lanza, Peter Lanza, Anthony Lagrasse$ and 
Michael Traverso. Four years after that little 
group had cone .to Fredonia, the Italians increased 
their number to thirty-one. By 1910, there were 
1,187 Italian-born residents living in Fredonia. 

Several other noteworthy firsts followedo The 
first children born of Italian ancestry in Fredonia 
were Olimpia Familet$ in January 1894 and Orazia 
Barone, in Jtme 1895. T~ first baptism of Italian 
ancestors recorded on the St. Joseph's rolls was 
Vincent Cracamisi. The same records showed that 
the first · marriage took place on January 8, 19001 
when Rosario Scanio wed Arma Marie Fasso. 
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2e The Housing Problem 

Reluctance of the older residents of Fredonia 
to rent to these new irmnigrants caused the first 
settlers from Valledolmo much difficultyo The 
Lanzas, particularly3 experienced hardshtps upon 
their arrival. The only place that they could rent 
was located in Laona; two miles from the French 
canning factory where Mr. Lanza workedo He often 
walked two or three miles, four times a day, to his 
place of employment. 

Later on, the Ianzas found a hone on Cleveland 
Avenue o As their friends and relatives began to 
settle in Fredonia, they joined the Lanzas. Their 
homes were concentrated in the area of Cleveland 
Avenuej on Cushing, Eagle, Liberty, and Prospect 
Streets, all in the southwestern part of the vil­
lage. 

Another settlement sprang up at the corner of 
Risley and Chestnut Street. This location reminded 
them a great deal of the land. surrounding a flour 

I 
/ 
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mill in Valledolmos Sicily& The settlement, kno~m 
as Cordova, was also ref erred to as "Milano al 
Perun or mill by the pearo The name came from the 
pear tree and the old mill located by Canadaway 
Creek, which ran through Fredonia. 

The first settlers were often compelled to 
seek a home in any 0 shack or shed, n according to 
1-'Ir. Nicholas Gugino. It was not uncommon for two 
or three families to share one apartment. These 
apartments, often small and poorly equipped~ had 
little furniture and lacked gas and electricity. 
The early settlers burned wood for heato Housing 
conditions, though poor in Fredonia, were an im= 
provement over those existing in Buffalo. 

Judge Hooker helped them solve their housing 
problems.- Purchasing four abandoned homes near the 
tannery, he employed Kirby Hayward to transport 
them to Clark Street, in southwestern Fredonia. 
Judge Hooker then rented the dwellings to the new 
immigrants. As the Italian population grew., the 
hous:ing problems became less acute. 

In general, the new immigrants preferred to 
buy their own homes, rather than to rent places to 
live. Once they had obtained their own homes, they 
proudly added a touch of valledolmo to the atmos­
phere or the new community by planting vegetable 
gardens. 
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3. 1-'Iaking a Living 

Opportunity for work attracted these people, 
but secure jobs were scarce. Poor working condi­
tions and the lack of steady employment were a con­
stant threat. The absence of child labor laws., 
workman's compensation, job security., and paid va­
cations plagued them as much as they did -the rest 
of the laboring class in the United States. Lan­
guage barriers added to their difficulties. 

The workers earned small salaries. The men 
received fifty cents a day in the canning factory 
and fifteen cents an hour in construction. less 
than a dollar a day could be made working at.the 
steel plant, the railroad, the nurseries, the farms 
and the trolley line between Dunkirk and Fredonia. 
Many of the men bought their own shovels and sought 
jobs on the construction gangs where they earned a­
bout fifteen cents an houro 

:Men, women, and children all contributed to 
the family income o The women were the migrant 
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worker·s cf the dayo They perforrn2d the most. oack= 
by•eaking and monotonous chores without compla 7 n:j z 
working as m~"'lY as twelve to fourteen hours da:t7 ~ro 
Whcle families brought their work home ·with th2~1:i.2 

joining one another around the kitchen table after 
suuper to string beansc This activity earned the 
entire family $1.25 a dayo 

The settlers branched out into various occupa= 
tionso Living in a grape belt area~ they started 
to produce wineo The first of the many wineries 
established in Fredonia was that of Peter Lanza in 
18940 The Fredonia directory of 1898-99 recorded 
the following~- Joseph Serrone, who was in the 
fruit business; Sam Catanzaro, a shoemaker; and 
Joseph Narducci, shoemaker. The same directory 
also listed Pietro Gulotta, who was in the fruit 
business at 12 Portage Road. 

Insecurity haunted the newcomerso Lay-offs 
and strikes threatened themo Mr. Frank Sto George 
recalled having to work as far away as Niagara 
Falls one year because of a lay-off at the United 
States Radiator Plante Winter jobs were so scarce 
that families worked hard during the summer to earn 
enough money to carry them through the remainder of 
the year. 

Their capacity for bard labor made them wel­
come to employers and co-workers. They willingly 
faced the burdens by rolling up their shirt sleeves 
and this saw them through the hardships of_ these 
early dayso Eventually, a number of them went into 
businesses of their own. Groceries and other small 
stores opened and served the expanding group of new 
citizens from Valledolmo. 



PER GRAZIA DIDIO E PER VOLONTA. DELLA NAZIONE 

!lml D'!Jl'£If1l£ 

-----
A copy of an Italian passport issued in 1895. 
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The Lograsso family as photographed by the Mason Studios in 1892. 
Left to right: Anthony Lograsso, Horace Lograsso ( later a medical 

doctor), Josephine Lograsso ( the present Mrs. Peter Lanza), 
and Rosalia Lograsso. 
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Social life centered arotL.~d family3 friends 2 

and religione The people gathered together at 
night and told storiesc The men congregated at one 
of their friends grocery stores 3 and the women vis­
ited in the homeso Most of the people contributed 
much of their tL~e to the organizations of the 
churcho After the completion of Saint Anthony-s 
Hall in 1913, the Saint Anthony1s Society became 
the leadmg social ??9oupo 

Their feasts, held in private homes during the 
summer months, had a religious significanceo A 
Carnival occurred three weeks before lent, arid fea­
tured a masquerade paradeo The leader would stop 
at a house and everyone followed dancing and sing~ 
ing into that home Q Saint Joseph's Day, a holiday 
where the poor received food from the more fortu­
nate, was the most significant Italian-American 
feast day, and was celebrated on March 19th. In 
I·Iayj the Feast of the Crucifix was enjoyed in honor 



.C' • • ... • d ~ f +, '"I C t A +h .c> ,, 0.L t.he 11.n mg O un.e CrOSSo ~alll _n1.1 ony C..t. ra= 
dua was commemorated June 13th, he was the patron 
saint of --;;-ra.nderers a..Yld immigrantso The Feast of 
the Blessed Sacrament occurred i..11. June; San Colio= 
guial, in July; and Saroco in August. These holi-= 
days gave the people an opportunity for gay ex­
pression as well as religious observanceo Yne 
church band played concerts. Dancing eventually 
followed the procession around the village where a 
person carried a statue significant to the name of 
the feast. 

Religion offered comfort to the oppressed and 
the Catholic Church played a major part in the 
lives of the people. Upon arrival, they experienced 
hardships and discontent in the practice of their 
religion. The faithful walked six miles, on the D. 
A. Vo railroad tracks, to St. I1.'.fa.ry; s Church in Dun­
kirk. They, therefore, set up a makeshil't church 
on the third floor of a dance hall in Fredonia. On 
June 18, 18961 Father Casemer Taylor offered mass 
at Union-Hall, which is now known as I. Oo Oo F. 
Hall located on 7 East ~Iain Street. Even after the 
completion of St. Joseph's in 1902, they continued 
to be less than happyo Language difficulties and 
resentment between the Irish and Italians caused 
the latter to seek a church of their_own. 

For years they continued their many customs. 
They went from house to house with an accordian, 
serenading the young ladies of the village. They 
clung to their dietary ha.bits. Spaghetti and meat­
balls, macaroni, fave beans, cici (a type of cookie) 
--all held a place at the family table. 

Discrimination did not prevail in Fredonia to 
the extent that it had in Dunkirk and Buffalo. Howe> 
ever, experiences in the markets, usually in the 
form of taunts, made life some·what difficulto l1ar­
kets owned by Italians soon opened their doors to .. 
these ne,;;-r citizenso "It is that way with any new 
group, n t.hese people say now as they recall those 
early dayso They all agreed that Fredonia had made 
them feel very welcome during these years and one 
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person remarked significantly~ nyou notice none of 
us went back.n 

5. The Desire for Education 

At first, education did not play a crucial 
role in the life of these people. Upon arrival, so 
few knew how to read or write that often one member 
of the entire group was assigned to write letters 
to Valledolmo for the resto The children innnedi­
ately attended public school, but many quit to work 
and supplement the family income. It was not the 
rule for the mother of the Italian family to con­
cern herself with the Parent-Teachers Association 
or other school activiti~so Obtaining a living was 
most important and language barriers presented a 
serious problem. 

Not too long after their arrival, however, the 
families from Valledolmo sent their children to 
schoolo They took a special kind of pride in their 
children's education. Both teachers and students 
cooperated and encouraged the children to continue 
their education. 

The newcomers pointed with pride to those who 
have advanced professionally. The first two young 
men of their group to receive a college degree were 
Horaze Lanza, a criminal lawyer., and Dr~ Horace Lo­
grasso, a tuberculosis specialist. Joseph Chilli 
became the first Italian~Anerican doctor in Fre­
donia, followed by Dro Frank Ubaney. Practically 
every Italian family in Fredonia can justly boast 
of one professional member. In a recent incomplete 
survey compiled by the members of Saint Anthony's 
Church, one hundred and eighty persons of Italian 
ancestry in Fredonia had entered a profession. Per­
haps because of the opportunities offered at the 
nearby College of Education, teaching ranked high­
est among their chosen fields. 

The Italians from Valledolmo underwent many 
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hardships on their arrival in Fredoniao This is 
true, however, of any new group in a connnuni~y ~ By 
facing these hardships with faith, frugality ::,:_~d 
hard work, they have come a long way since tLcse 
first days in Fredoniao 
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CHA.PTER FOUR 
BECCT1ING A PARI' OF FREOONIA 

1. Economic Life from 1900 to the Depression 
of 1929 

The early arrivals found employment in a vari~ 
ty of industries as unskilled laborers. Their 
agricultural training in Sici~y had prepared them 
to fit into the agrarian area of Fredonia. 

In the fruit industry, the American Canning 
Company employed many women and children() Here the 
jobs were varied: peeling tomatoes, packing· strawc:, 
berries, snipping beans, or pasting labelso The 
steam necessary in the canning of tomatoes 9 com3 
beans.$ and peas made the temperature inside the faex, 
tory almost unbearableo The worker labored ten to 
twelve hours for an unbelievable fifty cents a dayo 
In September, 1898, the factory turned out nearly 
66,000 cans of tomatoes each day, employing upwards 
of ,500 people during the packing seasona. 

The T. s. Hubbard Company and The Josselyn 
Company, both nurseries, hired many men as did the 
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ri .. Dun1 0 k Th '"I Brooks Locomotive vompany m .t:J.r o e ~, ages 
at th~ nurseries were not much better than those 
offered at the canning factory, but they furnished 
a living. The Brooks plant paid higher salaries 
for fewer working hours. 

As the new citizens adjusted to the community 
and purchased their 01<m property3 they found varic:a 
ous ways to supplement their seasonal incomes. 
Like Sicilyj Fredonia offered an opportunity for 
growing grapes and making wine. Packed in eight 
and twenty pound baskets~ grapes fetched an average 
price of seven and oneczahalf cents for eight poundso 
Eo Jo Turk Company of Fredonia, manufactured the 
baskets and employed a few people. Many produced 
only enough wine to satisfy their personal needs. 
For some, however$ such as Peter Lanza, it offered 
an excellent livingo The miners of the Pittsburg 
area provided a large market for the red liquido 
In the beginning, the wineries were of moderate 
size~ but gradually · thousands of gallons of wine 
were produced by a single winery. This wme usual­
ly sold in fifty-gallon barrels. 

In 19021 Cosimo and Filipp Drago established 
the first macaroni factory in a building located at 
the corner of Cleveland and Orchard Streetso The 
property on whi~h this factory was located is thou­
ght to be the first piece of real property acquired 
by an Italian immigrant in the village of Fredonia. 
Purcha~ed by Antonio Rizzo in 19001 it was sold to 
the Dragos in 1902. The origmal Gioia macaroni 
factory was started in 1919 by Antonio and Elphonso 
Gioia and Charles Bellanca. A few years later, the 
Gioia factory moved to Rochester and became the 
large corporation of today. 

In 1902 3 other new businesses also emerged. 
These included Frank Lograsso 1s grocery, 6o Pros~ 
pect Street, and Nicholas Rizzo 1 s meatmarket, 18 
Orchara Street. By 1906, the people from Vallecblmo 
were active in several types of business~ J. De­
marco, Joseph Parlato, barbers; Salvator Vacanti 
shoe repair; Ao Joy and Brothers, fruit dealers~ 
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Barone Brothers, 
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meat market; Vallone Brotb.c::;.: s.9 

tailors, A. Joy and Brothersj news 

This growth did not come easily but resulted 
from hard work and thriftiness. Many of the new 
American grape farrrers bought land where no one 
thought a crop could be growno They cleared the 
land, cultivated the soil, and started fine vine­
yards on the hills outside the village. The fruits 
of labor soon became evident. Rather than squander 
their money freely, they put it back into the farms 
or businesses. 

A great number of them did invest their money 
in a specific area, the education of their childreno 
Many of the mothers worked long hours in the can­
ning factory to send their sons to college. As a 
result, Fredonia gained a number of pro~essional 
men. Parents and children have a right to be very 
proud of this accomplishne nt. 

World War I was a prosperous time for every­
one in the village. Those who didn 1t have a chance 
to serve their country in the armed.services served 
at home working in the factories or producing the 
food needed for the troops. Farms expanded and 
business boomed. 

1920 and the Eighteenth Amendment affected a 
number of the prosperous industries in Fredonia. 
but it did not end the custom of making wine. No 
doubt, production slowed down considerably, but the 
wine barrels were never completely empty. An in­
teresting story of the times was told by Vince 
Gugino, one of the stock holders of the Fredonia 
Salsina Canning Company. On his way to work in the 
morning, he would pass one of the small cellars 
where wine was being made. The next day, he would 
walk by the same cellar and would see a sign on the 
door: "Closed by U. s. Government. n A week later, 
production was again in full swing •. 
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'.i.'he ca.vining factories riave always employed 
many Italian-Am.ericanso Red ~Tmg., Gervas, Fredonia 
Preserving Company., and Ero Gugino Y s company, Salc::a 
sinaj depended on this source of labor. Salsina, 
which means tomato paste in Italian, started in 
1920 with just this in mindo The business eventu­
ally had to be abandoned because tomato paste could 
be manufactured· cheaner in Califomia e Salsina now ... 
turned to the canning of beans,· tomatoes, tomato 
juice~ a few apples and cherries; this kept 150 to 
200 people busy during the harvest season, 

These people were so anxious to work that they 
lined up around the bean shed early in the morning 
for a dayi s employmento Sometimes they pushed and 
shoved each other., afraid that there migh·t not be 
enough work for all. One mother with many children 
could not come to the shed to snip beans, so the 
worker loaded beans on a cart and took them to her 
home where she might work and watch her children at 
the same time. Mro Gugino remarked that he wished 
that the peopl;e of today worked as hard and faith­
fully as the new citizens. 



~ fl ~conomic Conditions from the Depression to 
1935· 

By 1925, the Americans of Italian ancestry· in 
Fredonia had become well established in the business 
life of the communityo Their shops and stores ap= 
peared on every street and their assets grew con­
tinuallyo The listing in Kerwins i Dunkirk and Fre.,., 
donia Directory showed that they o-wned over half 
of the grocery stores in Fredonia41 Very few were 
the occupations in which these people did not enter. 
However1 they concentrated on manufacturing and 
processing, like the Fredonia Salsina Company and 
Gervas Canning Company. 

Wlth the depression of 1929, there came a tan­
porary halt to the business growth of the newest 
citizens in Fredonia. The collapse of the stock 
market did not~ however, ruin Fredonia' s economic 
activity as it had elsewhere. Most of the people 
at the canning factories retained their jobs. Al­
though these industries provided only seasonal work, 
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they hel9ed carry many people through the lean 
years 0 DJ.ring the 1929 depression.t the situation 
was accurately su:_,-r,r1ed up in one sentence, "The can'""' 
ning factories were bread lines in Fredonia. 11 

The depth of the depression came in 1931. Even 
the seasonal work supplied by the canning factories 
was insufficient to support the village. The peoc:a 
ple depended increasingly upon the land. In many 
cases, they cultivated the front yards, growing 
food for their tables. The local welfare denart-... 
ment also supplied many of the necessities of life 
to the needy. 

By 1935, Fredonia was getting back on its feet 
and growth again got under way. Evidence of this 
was found in the canning industryo Two more can­
ning corn~anies went into production by the ena of 
that yearo This made a total of six packers~ Fre­
donia Preserving, Salsina, Gervas, Red Wing, and 
the two new plants, Bison Canning Company and Broc­
ton Preserving. 

Growth tells the story of the newest American 
businessmen in Fredonia. They had grown from P3I1ni­
less immigrants with wonderful ideas to prosperous 
citizens whose dreams have become a reality. This 
is evidenced today by the many successful farmers, 
businessmen, and manufacturers of Italian descent 
in the Fredonia area. 

..--------------· ----···· 
;; _Q_____ . -----;.o_"-------""-.. 

-----
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3$ Social Changes 

1fuen the immigrants from Valledolmo arrived in 
Fredonia they had known only their own language. 
Because of this, they sought their own people to 
serve as interpreters and to help them get settleds 

The problems they encountered as a result of 
their illiteracy made them desire a good education 
for their children. Because some children had not 
previously attended school, they were too old to 
sit in the same room with younger studentso The 
families that had money 8ent the boys to school im­
mediately. The girls worked to help educate the 
boyso The few girls who did attend school rarely 
went on to higher educationo Many had to withdraw 
and go to work to supDlement the family income. 
The people sacrificed to keep their children in 
school. \iorld War I brought wealth, and school at­
tendance increased._ Those who could, went beyond 
grade school. Many of them entered teaching be­
cause of the nearby Academyo 
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ly their Roman Catholic religion. In 1900~ the peo= 
ple attended :Mass in Union Hall as no Catholic 
church existed in the village. A priest from the 
Missionaries of St. Charles Barromeo of Sto Antho­
nyR s Church in Buffalo periodically came to Fre:lo­
nia to conduct servicesc 

St. Joseph's Church 3 erected in 1902$ under 
the leadership of Father Clark~ welcomed all the 
Catholics in Fredonia. As the Italian popuJa tion 
in the community increased, the need for an Italian 
speaking priest who could better understand the new 
arrivals became evidento 

The language barrier, over-crowded conditions 
at St ., Joseph~ s s and a preference for their own 
church led to the formation of the St. Anthony 8s 
Society. The Society made plans for a church of 
its own~ and became L"lcorpora.ted on December 21 
19050 Participating at the joyous affair were Rt. 
Revo Charles H. Colton, Bishop of Buffalo; Rt. Rev. 
Nelson Ho Baker3 Vicar-General, Diocese of Buffalo; 
and Rev. Bernardo Casassa, Rector. Peter Elardo 
and Joseph L. Lazarony were the local trustees. 

The St. Anthony's Society then assumed the 
task of digging a cellar for the church. The mem­
bers organized in groups, donating their spare time 
to complete this part of the constructiono Just 
before the dedication of the church~ the Society 
held a two week bazaar and presented the first or~ 
gan. '~On fifarch 25J 1 906, the Feast of Annunciation.$ 
the dream of a new church, a fulfillment of a fer= 
vent desire manifested by the people, became a re= 
ality in its dedication by Bishop ColtonJ of the 
Buffalo diocese~ in honor of St., Anthony of Padua. u 
Sto Anthony~ s was also the name of the church in 
Valledclmo. 

The church was assigned to the Scalabr:ini Fa 00 

thers 3 whose specific purposa was to administer the 
sacraments to the Italian=American immigrants. Fa= 
ther Teofilo Glesa_P,S.S.Co was the first nastor • 

..l 
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the people and the organization of church societiss o 

In 1911J Father Prossida PoSoSoCo, became the sec­
ond pastor and continued the work of his predeces~ 
sor until 19150 In succession Father Arnaldo Vanole 
P.SoSoCe became pastor, then Father Lugigi Zeleanix 
Do in 1920, and Father Dominico Billiotti PoScSoCo 
in 19210 

The common bond of the Roman Catholic faith 
held the people together. They found it difficult 
to join the political and civic organizations of 
Fredonia. After the establishment of their own 
church, St. Anthony's in 1906, many religious or­
ganizations emerged. The Holy Name Society, one of 
the oldest in the parish, acted as the pastor's lay 
assistants. They also sponsored lawn fetes,.fest­
ivals, ham smokers and card partieso Organized 
shortly after the church was built, the Children of 
Mary Sodality assisted in the church devotions and 
in the instruction of the children in Sunday Schoolo 
The St. Joseph's Society, founded in the parish in 
1917, initiated and promoted with the other soc­
ieties, parish events and assistance to the pastoro 
Other organizations formed around this time includ­
ed St. Anthony's Society, The Crucifix Society, 
Blessed Sacrament Society, the Knights of Columbus 
and the Altar Boys Club. In addition St. Anthony's 
Church sponsored a very successful basketball teamo 

People with an interest in music fonned choirs 
and bands. Frank Drago organized the first band of 
Fredonia. The players included his childrenj cous­
ins, and friends. The Imperial Band was organized 
by Thomas Castellano. This music added to the gai­
ety and color to the feasts, parades and parties~ 

The church records revealed the number of bap­
tisms and marriages of Italian descento The St. 
Joseph Church records started in 1899, when two 
babies were baptized. It is of interest to note 
that between 1900 and 1905i 317 baptisms occurred 
and 63 entered marriage. This was the largest num~ 
ber of Italian~Americans receiving the sacraments 



at Sto Josenh'so L~ 1905-1910j twenty-six received 
baptism, seven between 1910-1920 and three between 
1921-1925. Seven became married between 1905-1915 
and three between 1915-1925. The number decreased 
after St. Anthony's was built in 19060 

Sto Anthony's records started .in :March 1906. 
Santo La.zarone received the sacrament of holy bap­
tism on March 25, 1906, being the first ·1n the ·new 
church. The first wedding united · Rosarro Provino 
and Francesca Grasso, !-'.!arch 26, 1906. Seventeen 
weddings _and fifty-three baptisms occurred in 1906; 
670 baptisms and 126 marriages between 1907-1912; 
520 baptisms and 77 marriages 1913-1918; 411 bap­
tisms and 125 marriages 1919-1924; and 330 baptisms 
and 107 marriages 1925-1930. These statistics g.ive 
some idea of t..he nU:.'nber o.f Italian immigrants in 
Fredonia and how the majority attended St. Antho­
ny's. 

The many customs that they had practiced in 
Valledolmo they continued to obser-ve in Fredonia. 
The people considered weddings a big event. In the 
early part of the century, yoting people married 
when only fifteen or sixteeno The . parents ar­
ranged and carefully chaperoned all their dates. A 
couple saw each other only once or twice before the 
wedding, a custom which had changed with time. At 
the wedding, peanuts in the shell, Italian cookies, 
Ceci., singing, and dancing added to the festivities. 

The kind of food which the +talians had brwght 
to this country :include spaghetti, macaroni, pizza, 
Italian bread, and Italian cheese. Some foods such 
as Fave beans, which are like lima beans and Ceci 
have also flourished in Am.ericae The Fave bean can 
be dried and eaten for snacks or served as a vege­
table~ 
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4e Pol,tical Ch~nges 

The turn of the century witnessed little 
change in the political status of Fredonia 9s popu= 
lation of Italian origin. After five years cf 
residence in the United Statesj an inmigrant could 
obtain American citizenship. This privilege helped 
to give him the right to vote. The acquiring of 
citizenship proved far less difficult than the ex~ 
ercising of his suffrage. Many of the 0nativen 
citizens refused to grant the "newn citizens po<:;=> 
litical equality. Howeverj a change came about 
when the village politicians discovered the voting 
potential of the newcomers. 

Before the Literacy Test~ voting was simple 9 

and Election Day in Fredonia assumed an almost pre= 
dictable pattern. Volunteers representing the var~ 
ious factions in the village began their work in 
the local bars before the polls opened and con­
tinued until the voting finished. After accepting 
several free drinks and a convincing3 somewhat emo= 
tional argument in favor of a particular candidatej 
the new American felt somewhat obligated to prove 
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his p~t:riotiz111 and to exercise his voting privi ... 
, A •O ., + · h ,1 he found another _,_egee .. -:..rrJ..Vl.ng a,_; t, ... 8 pC_i_ S~ .1.- -
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that his nx!1 was placed i...'1 the right bcxo For many 
men~ this represented their first and only expres= 
sion of ·c;oli tical responsibility 1.L."'l.til 1917 and the 

..:.. 

passage of the Literacy Act. 

W'i th 1891 came the birth of the two-party 
system in Fredoniao Prior to this datej a general 
caucus had been held and a ticket nominated; there~ 
fore, no competition occurred at the polls. A 
quarrel developed in the Taxpayerfs Party in 1891. 
The dissatisfied members broke away and -formed the 
Businessmen 1s Improvement Party. This split forced 
candidates to ~dopt platforms and to appeal to more 
voters, if they wished to gain public office o The 
political hopefuls 3 therefore~ sought the votes of 
the new immigrants. 

1904 was a milestone £or the people from Val­
ledolmo. Peter Elardo was chosen as a candidate 
for trustee at the Businessmen's Party caucus. A 
particularly large attendance of Italian-Americans 
heard Dr. Fenner, owner of the Dunkirk-Fredonia 
trolley system, speak of the increasing importance 
of the Italian citizens. By that date they·consti­
tuted one~fifth of the population of the village. 
The Businessmen's Party lost, for the Taxpayer's 
Party achieved a clean sweep. 

The new citizens in 1909 again attempted to 
secure representation in the village government. 
Dissatisfied with both parties, they.formed the 
Citizen's Party with Peter Elardo, Guiseppe L. Laz­
zeroni, and Calogera Sperra as candidates. Each 
candidate obtained 150 votes but the Businessmen's 
Party took the rest of the 968 votes cast. 

The influence of the new citizens was felt 
heavily in the election of 1912. Trustee Schif­
ferlij in his previous term, had pushed through an 
ordinance stopping Sunday band concerts 1 which the 
new citizens had loved so mucho In a Sunday after-
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noon meeting, previous to election day, the ltal­
ian-.A.mericans declared that Schifferli must be re­
moved from officeo They turned in a mass vote of 
140 against the Clarke-Schifferli ticket, but still 
were not successfulo The election did teach one 
lesson~ the Italian vote was to be reckoned with 
in forthcoming years. After the electionj Father 
Prosseda pointed out that he had christened 150 
babies of Italian ancestry in the past year, and 
that his people would be in the majority before 
long. 

Disappointment was evident after the Board of 
Education election in 1916. Anthony Castiglione 
was decisevely beaten by the other two candida.teso 
An editorial appeared in the Censor which protest-
ed: 

If the voice of the People is the 
voice of God as used to be declared, 
that voice is evidently against any I­
talian being a member or the Fredonia 
Board of Education. Yet, Mr. Castig­
lione is a good citizen, an intelligent, 
capable businessman. It would be hard 
to discover any possible harm he could 
do to our school system1 as one of a 
board of five, and he would represent a 
considerable portion of our school 
children. It is evident, however, that 
the intense prejudice against Mr. Cas~ 
tiglione's race and religion inay not 
soon be disspelled. 

Success was finally achieved in 1921 when 
Anthony Sperra won on the Taxpayer's Party ticket 
in a record vote of 2,0860 The victory pleased the 
Censor editor so nru.ch that he wrote: 

The election of Hro Sperra will be 
considered as a vindication cf the 
pr:inciple that those of Italian birth 
and parentage are entitled to a repre~ 
sentation in village affairs, and upon 



the mari..ner in which he acquits himself 
in the o~fice will depend the reaffirma­
tion of that pr:mciple in the futurec 

From 1921 forward, the .Americans of Italian 
ancestry achieved more success in their bids for 
public office. In 1926i Kicholas Gugino became the 
first American from Italy to hold an office on the 
Board of Educationo His campaign for membership 
for the Board was not without incident. During 
this period, he reported receiving three threaten­
ing letters from the Ku Klux Klan; and a number of 
other more subtle hintso Despite the threats, }Ir, 
Gugino fought on and was successful. Later, the 
people elected him to the Board of Trustees. 

The struggle for a voice in the affairs of the 
community was one of the many obstacles the Ameri­
cans cf Italian ancestry had to overcome. They 
have come~ long way fr~m that day in 1904, when 
Peter Elardo was chosen as a candidateo ~vJhat 
symbol can speak better of this progress than Fre­
donia's first mayor of Italian ancestry, Russell 
Joyo 
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CONCIDSION 

The tiny village of Valledolmo could no long­
er adequately supply the economic, political, and 
social needs of all its citizens. Economic de­
spair, particularly, compelled many of the people 
of Valledolmo to search for a home elsewhere. The 
threat of a perilous joumey, the crowded and 
primitive conditions on the boat, the lack of ma­
terial wealth, and the general uncertainty did not 
prevent them from migrating to "the land of oppor­
tunity." 

Their arrival in An1erica marked only the be­
ginning of numerous hardships. The new arrivals 
had much trouble securing jobs, housing, and a 
place of worship. Most important, they faced the 
difficulty of gaining acceptance in an unfamiliar 
conrnunity. However, with a willingness to work 
hard, a persevering attitude, and a treasured 
faith, these people overcame the personal taunts 
and local restrictions. 

The contributed nn.ich to Fredonia by vitaliz­
ing industrial life, adding their warmth and gaie­
ty, and, of course, introducing their delectable 
foods. 

Remarkably, it took only forty years for this 
group to ascend from voyage-weary, insecure immi~ 
grants to economically sound and respected comrrru.­
ni ty leaders. 



BIBLIOGRA.PHY 

PERSONAL n,JT~RVID·JS 

Ca_nzone.s Mrso John, Fredonia, New York, Harch 19610 
Helpful and interestingo 

Castellana.i Mrsc, Matilda, 89 Eagle Street., Fredonia, 
New York, February 27, 19610 Cooperativeo 

Castellana, Thomas., 54 Cushing Street., Fredonia, 
New Yorkj February 23, 19610 Useful inf orma-
tion about employment at Brooks Locomctiveo 

Crocker 3 Miss Elizabeth, March 4, 19610 Wide range 
of information about local historyo 

Conti, Mrso Charles 5 120 Eagle Street, Fredonia, 
New York, February 27, 19610 Cooperative. 

Eppolito, Miss Mary Ann, 48 Eagle Street, Fredonia, 
New York.?· February 17, 19610 Excellent leads 
for interviews. 

Favata, Sam, 78 Cushing Street, Fredonia., New York., 
}farch 11 19610 Fascinating inf'ormation con= 
cerning Ellis Islando 

Gennusop Cora, 2 Norton Place:; Fredonia, New York3 
February 27, 19610 Helpful. 

Gennuso$ Frank, Gennuso Food Products, 180 East 
1:Tain Street, Fredonia1 New YorkJ February 23, 
19610 Useful for type of work done in can­
neries and on farms. 

Guginoj Nicholas, 49 Spring Street, Fredonia, New 
York, February 28, 1961~ Cooperative and help­
ful. 

Gugino, Vincent, Salsina Canning Company, 178 Pros­
pect Street3 Fredonia, Uew Yorkj }larch 2, 19610 
Very good dealing with problems of the p::?ople 
and work done in the canneries. 



Guzzetta, John, 38 Liberty Street, F:redoni~i New 
York., February 28, 1961. Keen memory and espe­
cially helpful on politics in Valledolmo. 

Joy,_. Mrs. Frances, 175 Eagle Street, Fredonia, New 
York, February., 1961. Pertinent information 
on the entire history. 

Lanza, Ivfiss Constance, 171 Eagle Street, Fredon:ia,-
New York. Interviewed in class, February 28, 
1961. Extremely helpful 

Lanza., :Mr. and Mrs. Peter, 171 Eagle Street, Fre­
donia, New York. Interviewed in class., Febru­
ary 28., 1961. Extremely helpful. A. remarka­
ble couple at ages 90 and 84 respectively. 

Leone, LouisJ'. 48 Water Street1 Fredonia., New York, 
February, 1961. Helpful. 

St. George, Frank, Cleveland Avenue, Fredonia., New 
York, February 25., 1961. Good information. 

Sebben, Vito., Rev., Pastor of St. Anthony's Church, 
Fredonia., Neti York, February., 1961. Very good 
for information about the church. 

Siragusa, Anthony, 113 Liberty Street, Fredonia., 
New York, February, 1961. Helpful. 

Spoden, F. G • ., 305 East Main Street, Fredonia, New 
York, March 2, 1961. Infonnative. 

Ubaney1 Mrs. Carrie, 18 Gillis Street, Fredonia, 
New York, February, 1961. Receptive. 

Walker, Edward J., Msgr.·v.F., St. Joseph's Church., 
Fredonia., New York, March, 1961. - Helpful 
statistics. 

ca 49 ca 



Abbott~ Edith, Immigration, University of Chicago 
hess, Chicago, Illinois, 1924. General back~ 

, 
grounao 

Alessij Samuel, rtThe Coming of Italians · to Chau­
tauqua Cow"'lty," paper delivered to the Chau~ 
tauqua County.Historical Society, August 6, 

. 1960j w·estfield., New York. Vivid and descripcs 
tiveo 

Brown, Lawrence Guy, Immigration., 
and Company, New York, l9J:!o 
formationo 

Longmans, Green 
Background in-

Brown and Roucek, One America, Prentice-Hall Incor­
poratedj New York., 1945 o Very good. 

De Ceilio, Rocco, 0A Brief ·Research of the Business­
· men's Improvement Partyori College term paper. 
Factual. 

Doty, Congdon and Thornton, Historical Annals of 
Southwestern Ne1r1 York, Lewis· Historical Pub­
lishing Company, Incorporated, New York, 19400 
Good background materialo 

Dunkirk Observer, Dunkirk, New York$ 1890 1s-1930 1s. 
Little helpo 

Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. XIX, 1958 ed. Good on 
geography of Valledolmo. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, Volo :XX, 1958 edo Page 6110 

Fava ta, Philip J., "Rebirth of a Peop~e," College 
term paper, 19570 Ve-ry informa.tiveo 

Fredonia Censor, Fredonia., Hew York, 1887=19200 
Little informationo 

Freeman, Edward A., Sicily~ Go T. Putnams and Sons, 
New York~ 1892 _---- Informative and easy to read. 

co 50 ca 



Golden Jubilee~ St. Anthonv 1s Church() Fredonia~ New 
York~ l956o Very good-for chur;h history: 

Kirw:ins Dunkirk and Fredonia Directory, 
Useful for cletermining different 
owned by Italianso 

1906-1935.i 
businesses 

Lippincott 1s Gazetteer of the World, J.B. Lippin~ 
cott do'mpany., Philacl'e!pliia, Pennsylvan:ia., 1922. 
Scant infonnation. 

McMahonJ? Grace1 Historz of Chautauqua County~ Henry 
Steward, Incorporateci'J Wfi'alo, New York, 1958" 
Good background material. 

Prentice Hall World Atlas., Prentice HallJ · Incor~ 
porated, Englewood Oliffs, New Jersey, 1959. 
Adequate. 

Rand McNally \iorld Guide., Rand McNally Company$ New 
York, 19$3. Informative. 

Schermerhorn, R. A., These· Our People1 D. C. Heath 
Company, Boston, 194~.Tack:ground information. 

Smith, William Carlson, Ph.D., Americas in the Mak­
ing., D. Appleton-Century Company., Incorp0ra"'tea, 
New York., 1939. 

Wittke., Carl, We Who Built America, Prentice-Hall., 
Incorporateci, New York1 l9J9. Good back-
ground material. 

Woods., Sister Francis Jerome, Cultural Values., A­
merican Ethnic Groups, Harper and Brothers 
on tradition and life in villages of Southern 
Italy. 

- .51 -




