Ramaro

AND

fD\oc,LLLF%MD

N The
Ho MESPUN

Qge

%00 -1¢ 6O

By Core 713 . ]
5%?@3\ (AumOQ Vi SCHOOL
| \od

Suteeen New Yoek






PABLE OF CONTENTS

Iist of Maps and Charts page
Introduction
Population
Total population=Children=Vhitee and legroes
Hiliteary Service
Slavery
Farming
Acreage-Yalue of Land and Froperty-lMaterial and Value
of Dwellings=Cwners of Land-Crops-lLivestcock-Dairy
Products
Industries
Gri stailis~Sawnd 11 s-Tanneriss=Slacksmi the-fzgon and
Sleighmaking=Brgweries and Distillaries
Transportation
Turnpikes and Roads=Taverng-Steambozts~iailroads
Education |
Growth of Public Education in New York State-Letters
for and acainst the Free School law= Further CGrowhli
Voting
Nunber of People Having the Right to Vote- Pres-
idential Votes in Rockland County
Bibliography
Authors

D=3~y £

37

39
50






X

€71

T CF ¥APS AXD CHARTS

MAPS

Map of the Town of Ramapo (1353)

¥ap of Industries (Town of Ramspo -1859)
dap of Main Rpsde (Tomn of Ramepo= 1923)
kap of Schools {Tomn of Ramapo-1359)

CHARTS

Chart of Industries {Town of Ramapo=1AE£S5)

Chart Showing Cecupaticns {Rockland County =
1829=41=55)

Chart of Voting (Reckland County)



INTRCDUCTIUVY

The purpose of writing this basic history of Ramapo and
Rockland Counby is to give ourselves ard others a clezrer picture
of life on our cun honme grounds during the Hancspun Age. This
era was nainly an arricultural age lasting,-* from sboub 16C0 to
1860, during which pecple aepended larpely on themselves for
food and clobtiing,

Since this is the first time we have worked with historical
rar material, weiting the history posed several problemns, Colw
lecting material pulished durivg the Homespun Age was not easy,
but we £ uwd & meber of Locks - - mainly atlsses and gazetteers -
in the Matr York Puolj.c Library, the library at Feni.iore ijouse
in Cooperstown, ilew York, the Suffern Free Library and the Suffem
Hich School Librazyo

Another problen we encounbered was that figuwres from different
sources did not giteys apree., We had to use owr judgnent and we have
tried to indicate in cwr text vhere these problems arose.

e began our werk by @tudying the lonespun Age in lew York
State. Hext we appointed an edibtorial comnitbtee to direct the proe
ject., The class was divi ded irto committees o wori on different
chapters, wiith a menber of the edidodiyl cormiittee in charge of
ezl coimnitiee. Every merber of our class had a part in writing tais
bock,

We would like to expross cur apnreciation to all those who
helpred make this history possitie. We are especially gratelful to
the DLocal History and Gendéolopy section of ithe llew York Public
Librarys to Dr. Carl lMNordstram; for letting us use naterizl from
his unpeblished deoctoral o:c,ssertatlon, and to livr. Harry McInbosh,
for fedueing 2 map of Ramapo to workable size,
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POPULATIORN

- Roeckland County and Ramapoc were growing stead-
ily during the iomeSpuh <ge. The county's greates?d
gains were made after 1841, amapo's growth increased
more rapidly from 1845 to 1850,

- Ia 1529 the town of Ramapo‘had 30% of Roéklaﬁ&_
County*s population.

Chart of ropulation in 1829
. Nale "remale Total
Rockland County 4,060 3,956 - 8,016
n3maPo 1,159 1,220 2,379

Thirty two percent of Lockland County's children
between the apes of' 5 and 15 lived in namepo in 1829,

| "Gitls wvoys Totel
roekland County 1,029 1,420 2,449
1amapo 335 - 405 790

in 1841, 275 of the population .of Rockland Coun-
¥ lived in Ramapo.

Cirnzt ef .opulation im 1841
| - . Male Temale Total
Raockland County 4,833 4,813 ~ 9,690
121020 1,239 1,337 2,576

There were 2,590 children between the ages of
5 and 15 in Rockland Couniy in 1841, namapos had 665
of these children or % of them.,

Twenty one percent of Rockland tLounty's population
livedl in kamapo in 1845, There were 13,741 people
"1iving in the county and 2,911 living in Kemapo at
that time, -

. In 1850, Zamapo had 307 of iockiand County's
17,462 people.



1855 is the only ye~r for which there ~re figures
for both the vhite and wegro populationn in wocklond
vounty and amipo. Muring that yecar, about one sixth
of the white people of the county lived in Ram~rpo.

Fhites
Male femnle Total
Rockliand County 5,928 9,086 19,014
iKamoapo ‘ 1,686 1,647 3,333

in 1855, one sixth of the county?s Negroes lived
in xamapo.

Negroes
male Female Zotal
RBockland County 227 270 497
Remepo 37 44 8l

T 2re were 38 times nore white people th-n Negroes
in itockland County in 1855, and 42 times more whites
thap Negroes in hamz:io.

Chart of l'eople Under 35 in 1885

Rockland County
Undex ¢ 1 under 5 5 under 10 10 under 15

Male 350 1,145 1,132 1,077
Female 290 1,143 1,078 076
Total 640 - 2,74 - °,°1C 2,053

15 under 20 20 under 25 25 undeyr 30 8C under 35
Mhle o 976 1,079 040G 850
Female 0965 76 877 716
Total 1,941 2,065 1,817 1,571

- Remapo

Under 1 1 unaer 5 5 under 10 10 under 15
rale 52 167 205 225
Pemale 4% 183 219 180
Totel a9 350 424 405

15 under 20 20 under 25 25 under 30 30 under 35
tale 17G 185 102 135
Female 204 151 109 114

Total 374 316 Z11 249



In 1855, there were D0.1532 young reople under - =g
P ackiend County. Ramopo had nearxly one fifth of th e
reonle. -

The number of children of school zge (5 to 18) during
1855 was:

Boys Girls Jeial
..ockiand County 2,200 2,034 4,2G3
L3R pe 430 339 377

ne fifth of 2ll tiie schonl nse childrern in itockland
Courty liwed in Ramope.

»2t Reckisnd County, there were 14,070 pecple uncer
the 2ge of 35 in 1285, namapo had 17 of them. There
were 1,036 peonle in the county over the ~ge of 35, and
1,000 or 22% of these peo:le in Ramapo over 35 during
thnt vear.

(‘1 o,

?

) in 1800, 17 of the county’'s peopie lived in Ramapo.
Betreen 1870, when 305 of the county's population lived

in Ramemno, ard 1800, whem only 170 lived here, there
wis 2 considerate decline in Bamapo’s populaticn reliative
" to tlhe rest of tie county.

| teles Temaoles ‘Total
soekliond County 1G,155 9,350 19,511
HeTa Do 1,723 1,691 3,414



¥ T LITARTEY S ERYICE

in 1829, 902 men in Hockland County were subjlect
to militery duty. Ramapo had 250 of these men or 29%
of all those in the county during that year. sbout three
fifths of the men of military age in Dockland County
end four {ifths of those in Tamapo were subject to this
dutyo. |

Reoekland County had 951 mer subject to military
quty in 1881, and amapo had 194, oxr one f£ifth of all
those in the countyy

SLAVERT.

In 1800, 551 slaves lived ia wochklinne Cowvnaty. During
the next two decades, this number decreased stendilys
Tnere were 316 in 1810, 218 in 1814, and 124 in 13803
between 1810 and 1807, the number decreased by 43% ;bhetween
1810 and 1814, by 6963 and between 1814 and 1820, by
§7%., vuring this twenty year period the number of slaves
decrensed 785,

An act of the nHew York JState legislature passed im
Mareh 1817, provided for the gradual abolition of si-very
in New York State. It provided that every chilé bora
of sinve parents after July4, 1709, should be free 2t the
age of 28 for mrles 'nd 25 for femnrles. svery child born
after the prssags of the aet (Varek;:817) shovl? pe trve
2t the age of 21.

iy is believed that most slaves in Rockland County
during the early nineteenth century weme household servants
rather thn laborers.



FARMING

Most of the people in Rockland County and Ramapo made
their living by farming.Faraing in Rockland County was not
merely an occupation but rather a way of life.The farmer,
his wife and hig children ate,slept and worked-though very
geldom played-farming.

Almost everyday of the farmers year was filled with
work from the crack cf dawn to the last ray of light at night.
In the spring he would get up and 4o his regular chores
which consisted of herding and milking the cows,feeding
the livestock and doing other jobs.The early spring was a
gocd time to collect sap from the itrees and at that part
of the year,this job filled the latter part of bhis days.He
ueed mainly a sap bucket for this job.Later on in the spring,
when the ground was right,he would spend the rest of the
daey plowing in the field and maybe planting some of the crops
that could be planted early.Te deo the job of plowing the
farmer naturally used a plow.The piows were made almoest en-
tirely of wood.There were a couple of plows that the farmer
might have used.One consisted ¢f a handle,for the farmer to
hold,s piow-like metal plece.,gnd a harness for the horse.
Another was somewhat the same except that 1%t had more blades
and it rellied on wheels.In the evening the faramer -ould a-
gain herd,milk =nd feed the ocattle and he would feed the

other livestock.

In summer,the farmers day wae somewhat the same as in
spring except that in the late morning and asfternoon he would
gapend his time cultivating and caring for his fields of

CIops-

Fall wes harvesting time.This 1s how the farmer snd
their family spent the better part of thelr time:0ften all
the neighbors would get together and have a sort of har-
vesting "heefThe oats and barley were harvested firat.0f all
the crops,potaioes were the hardest to harvest because they

grew underground.

In the winter the farmer could take it essier.Fe did
the usual chores in the morning and evening.,and in the other
rarts of the day he would 4o things like shar—ening tools,
cuiting wood,fixing tools and other egquipment and other jobs



that needed to be done.

Farming was by far the most lmportant occupasion in
Rocklsnd Gounty and Ramapo.There were 1,333 farmers in
the county in 1855 when farming was at its peak.The twe
other occupations in which many people were engsged were
laborers,with four hundred twenty three people or 68%
less than farmers,and carpentgrs with %two hundred sixty
nine people or 79% les than farmers.As you can see by %thees
examples,farming was the most important occuZpation.

ACREAGE

Throughout the Homespun Age Ramapc hed more than its
share of improved land,that is,land that is under culti-
vatiom.

The town of Ramapo covered 18% of the county in 1829.
Seven per cent of the ccunty’s unimproved land and 34% of
i3s improved land wase in RBamape.

1828 Hockland County Ramapo
Unimproved land 85,373 4,784
improved land 45,1237 15,716
Total 110,400 20,800

In 1850 ,Ramapo comprized 31% of Rockland County.It had
284 Ofthe unimprosed land and 25% of the impreved laand in
the county.

1850 Reockland County Ramapo
Unimproved land 50,853 18,445
Improved lang 46,232 13,506
Towal 897,335 29,951

in 1860,1/5 of the land in tbe county was in Ramapc.Thir-
ty two pamper cent of the unimproved lané end 29% of the
improved land was in Ramapo.

1860 Rockland County Ramanc
UnZimproved land 50,852 156,445
Improved land - GRXIRE46.481 13,2505
Total 97,333 28,980

The reason {or the changes in the figures ©f the screags
of Rockland County and Ramape are noit known.li is fthought
that the isnd may have been s0ld to ancther county or thast
the fixst surveving methods were poor.Ancther taszsry 345 ihas
the 1828 figures included water while the 1850 and 1860
figures did not.



VALUE OF LAND AND PROPERTY

In 1829,%there was about one and three fod&he miliion
dollars invested in real and perscnal property in Rocklandg
Gounty.About 85% of this was in real and 15%in personal.in
Ramapo nearly one half million dollars were invested in resl
and personal property,about $450,000 in real property and
and $50,000 1n personal.

In 1858,0ver {ive and a half million dollars was eati-
zated t0 be the wvalue of the real and personal property in
Reckland County;sbout four and a half mlllion dollars #f ths
real and one million dollars of the personak property.Ramapo
had sbout one fifth of the county‘'s real and personal prop-
erty-$869,417 was in real and $303,300 was in personzal
property.

MATERIAL AND VALUE QF DWELLINGS

Most of the houses in Rockland and Ramspo in 1855 were
framed.The next most important type of house was stone.Seven-
ty of the 2851 stone houses in Rockland County were in Rsmapo.
Over half oR the log houses in Rockland were in Ramape.There
were wery few brick houses in Ramapo although there were 105
in the gounty.Altogether them were 3,188 houses in Rockland
County and 585 in Ramapo.The houses in the county were
valued at about $2,696,528 and at $303,700 in Remapc.

QWNERS OF LAND

There were 1,814 landowners in Reockland County.About
two ninths of these were in Ramapo.As you see;this means
that a suprisingly small percentage of the people in 1855
were landowners and probably the greater per cent of thesge
weTe farmers.

GROPS

The crops were grown to feed the farmer,his family,and
the gnimals on the farm as well as to be sent to market.

The amount of winter grain grown in 1861 amounied %o
34,546 busnels and 885,895 bushels of summer grain was grown.
AS you can see, 54,349 or well over twlce as much summer as
winter grain was produced.That same year in Ramapo 13,531



bvushels of winter grsin were grown and 31,883 of suamer
grain.igsin moxt than t¥ice as much summer grain was pPIo-
duced.

Altogether,in 1861,14,638 tons of hay were grown in
Rockland County and 4,3CE in Ramepo.The 10,021 tongs 4if-
ference were accounied for in ine other townghips.Ranmapc
had sbtout 28i% of zll the hay in Recklsnd County.

iz the potato field,zltogeiher in Rockland County
there were 47,223 bushels of potatoes,wlth 23,587 bushelsa
in Ramapo In the other three townships there were 23,658
bushels.

in 1881,Rockland County preduced 3,263 bushels of s
and Remapo,l785.The other towns produced 3.467 bushels.i
you can sce,negarly one nalf of g1l the sppies grown in R
lsnd County were grown in Ramapo.However,in comparison w
posatoesg,the apprle industry ¥as not nearly so big.

Qther importans crops in Ramapo were oats,rye,buck-
wheat,corn,burnips,and noney.Honey was used as & sweetensy
in She days whsn sugser was too expensive.

3
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LIVESTGCY
SHEEP

HASE 19 TE
Skeep were used for wcol,which tne fermers wife cluth,
ang for food.

During the Homespun Age in RockKland Ccounty and Ram-
ap0,The imporiance of sheep raising declined stesdily.in
1828,there were 3,035 sneep in Ramape.Phen from 1825 to
1841 there w®mas aboutl & 62% decresce{of 1,891) makirg the
t¢tal nuxber of sheep in Ramape in 1841,1,144.in the next
nineteen vears,from 1841 to 18680, the sheep populstion de-
creased about 81% or 701 sheep.

In 182%9,RBockland County had 8,083 sheep.In the faol-
loewing twelve years,the number of sheep decreased about
31% cr 3,432 sheep.From 1841 %o 1860,the number of sheer
decreased about 31% or 4,688 sheep.

In 1828,%the other three townships had 5,018 sheep.This
¥&as abcout 63% of 8ll the sgheep in Rockland County.In 1841,

{@



5,614
the three other townships 8;053 sheep,about 80% of the sheep in the =
county.Nineteen years later these three other townships had 926 sheep
or 55% of all the sheep in Rockland County.

On the whole,from 1829 to 1860, the population of sheep decressed
about 76% or 2,292 sheep in the town of Ramapo.In the three other towns
between these years,the sheep population decreased sbout 89% or 7,127
gheep

NEAT CATTLE

The raising of nesat cattle ,or the com-type of cattle,in Rockland
County wes more important than the raisins of any other animal during
the Homespun Age except for around 1329,when sheep raising was more ip-

portant,

In the year 1829,almost one third ef &11 the neat csttle in Rock-
land County were in Ramapo,meking tiis tomn an important neat cattle
raising district.Howsver,from 1829 to 1841 there was a deorease of al-
most one fifth or from 2,263 neat cattle to 1,274,t0 be exact.This drop
brought Ramapo's position down to having only about one sixth of all
the neat cattls in Rockland County.At the same time,though,the mumber
of neat cattle in Rockland County was increasing.

In the next ninecicen ysars,the population of neat cattle in Ramapo
decreasad from 1,274 to 7h7,0r about one fifth again.However ,the pop~
ulation of neat cattle in Rockland County dacreased more and
now had almost exzactly cne {ifth of sll the neat cg,ttle in the county.
On the whole,from 1829 to 1860,there was about a 662/3% decrease in the
number of neat catiis in Ramapo,

There wers three townslhdps in Rockland County,Ramapo being one of
them.What heppened in the other three townships?in 1829,about two thirds
of all the neat cattie in Rockland County were in thece townshipe.From
1829 to 18L1,twelve years,there was sbout a 35¢ increase of neat cattle
in these towns meking thedr per cent of nest catile about §31/3%. But
from 1841 to 1860 there wagwss a dacrease of a little over 50%.This brought
their percentage down %o 80%.Altogether ,from 1829 to 1860, there was
aimost a 374% decrease.As for Rockland County as a whole,from 1829 to
18l1 there was about & 10% inecrease of neat cattls in the county.Then
from 17k1 to 1850 there was little over & 50% decrease of neat cattla,
On the whole,from 1829 to 1860,there was about a L5% decrease in the
number of nezat cattle in Rockland County.

/>



OXEN

Oxsn are formed from cattle. The bull is operated on and & gland
in the back of hia neck is taken out,mak3ng it impossible for this an-
imal o mate with a cow, They are especially known fop their hard work.

In the year 1755 in Rockland County,there were 573 oxen (omitting
calves).Five years later Rockland County hed a total of 2,490 oxen
and calves,The town of Ramapo had a total of 791 oxsn,and the remainder wers
in the other three townships.This number was 1,699.The 791 oxen in Ram~
epo were 317 of all the oxmn in Rockland County.

SWINE

Swine are domestic plgs developed in Europe.They have hard,comrse
hair,heavy skin‘and a thick layer of fat.They also have short tusks.
In 18l1 there were 5,541 swine in all Rockland County,1,238 of them
were in Ramapo andl;,303 in the other three townships.The 1,238 in Ram-
apo was about 22% of the swime in the county.In 1860,there were 3,185
swine in Rockland County and L43% of thess,cr 1,311 swine,were in Ramapo.
In the other towns thsre were 1,87h.From 1841 to 1860 there was & dec-
reese of U2% of the swine in the county.

HORSES

In 1829,about 327 of all the horse® in Rockland County were in
Ramapo.,Then from 1829 to 18L1,there was sbbut a 30%Z in the number
of horse’in Rockland County, In this year,18Ll1,sbout 20%,or 515 to
be exact,of all the horses in Rockland County Were in Remapo.From
181 to 1860,19 years,there was about a 45% Ziscrease in the number
of horses in Ramspo.

In Rockland County.from 1829 to 18L1,there was an increase of
borses from 2,290 to 2,488 or one of about 8%.Then from 1841 toX
1860 there was another increase,this time from 2,488 horses to 3,715
horeses or a little over a 50% increase.

A2 in gll,faxfrom 1329 to 1860 there was about a 13% incresse

in the amount of horses in Ramapo.In Rockland County,from 1829 to 1860,
there was a 64:% incresse dwring this time,

DAIRY PRODUCTS

Dairy products were fairly important ir Rockland County.However,
Remapo produced littls or no cheese and the 2,500 pounds produced in
the county in 1861 were made in the other thrse townships.As far as
butter is concerned.Ramapo was the most importent buitter producer of
the IX3E8 townships in Rocklsnd County and it produced 110,575 pounds

four/  of the 265,006 pounds produced in Rockland County,or &
little less than half,

/3



There were 102 smell industrial establishments in
Rockliznd County in 1829, the most importznt being sawmills.
Over half the industries were located in Remapo.

By 1855, the rumbter of industries in Rocklend had
risen t¢ 14l. There were rany more kinds of ipdustries
than there had beenr eariier. Ve do not, kowever, feel ccon-
fident of the accuracy of the 1355 fighres. e have two
sourges of “nforraticn for this peried, 2 map of Ramarpo
showing the locztion of industrics, end an atles giving
figures on indusiries for the county s & whole. Accord-
ing to our map, tre number of industries in the town was
about 55, but accord;ug to the atlas, the number of in-
dustries in tke whole courty was 14T leaving only 76
industries in the county, outside .f Ramapo. Ve hLeve
found, for instsnce, thatwhile the number of blacksmith
“hows in the county in 1855 was 7, accordlng to the atlsass,
our map shows 20 in the town of Ramapo 2ipne., Protatly ve
cen safelv zssume that Ramapo continued to be one of the
more industrislized secticrns of the county.

Cristmills

A grisinill, for grinding grain, was one c¢f the public
tiijities of the picneer community. It wzs usuwally ruilt
near ¢ stream for water power. The gristrills of the esrly

plonecrs wede "entire® wheet fiour, whiceh included the bran.

1ing was done undger the millstones° Tre stones
?heﬁse s were from three tc seven feet In diameter. Once
one of these r4lls was established, cther smell industries
often rFrew up sround It.

In 1829 in Rockland County, there were 35 gristrills,
18 of them be irg in Remapo. In 1841, there were 31 in
Rockland. In 145C there were 36 in Rockland and g9 in
Ramapo.

Sawmllls

In 1829 there were 41 saw mills in Rockland County,
and 21 of them were located in the Town of Raxzpo. But in
twelve years, by 18%1, the number had decrezded to 27 in
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Roeckiend and § in Rapoud Ty 1855 the nwiber wss dovn o
sever in the cocunty, mest of thexm probably loczied in Tarzuo.
The s&sw mill was powered by & swzll water vheel o,
zs it was cglled in the lozme-spun Sge, & flutter vheol.
This was & smsll wooden &xie, fitted with wooden arms or
spckes rolding voard paddles which dlvped inte & chute
where 2 swift strean of water fell uporn it, thus givirg
the wheel rotation. This pripitive sawvnmill wes expecied
to operate only for z verv few weelis in the svring wihilisz
the water sunvly was gced because of the melited snows o
spring reins. 4 woocden crenlk £t the end of the rfxie
raised and lowered a singie saw bliade The saw eut orliy
on the downstroke. The blade of thsz saw was coumonly &
ft. long znd 8 in. ki gh., The savnill opersted ineffisicntlis
but It served the purpose.
Tanneries

In 1841, there were 6 tanneries in Roeklsnd Countiy
and 3 of trem were in Remevo. TFourteen years leter {32550
there were 2 tanneries in Rockland, of whieh 1 was in

Ramavpc.

Tne tanreries of the icme~spun Age were locested in
tiny establiskments sround the county. Tha tar ne%i,
work was taught to kim by his parents o relztives w:io
hzd been tanrers beforéhime Faripers took their hides znd
gave them to the communlitiy tenner

The very first thing done to the hides brought i
vag to tzke 2 razor-shsr? knife and cut into a smell
corner the initials of the owner. The first sten in
processing the hide was to remove the tzil, less &nd hesd.

To remove tbe heiy from a sheep oy lamp, the skin was noistensd
and stacked in piles so that they wouwld “eweat". After thbe diﬁf ’
sweated avhile, the hair would be sgsily pulled cut. Toe covw ha

occasicnally swaated, but the oore ususl proceedure was to put the ids
in 2 vat of iix= so thac it would 011@ Of¥. After The LeirT was off,

the lime 2ad tc be clearned OfF. se hides weze takez 20 & v&b and lov
soals in drate, & witches brew. This mixture was made up of ken dung,
salt, and water. Next the hidss veve scrubbed and ringed inm pure weiss,
preferably soft. Now the hides vere ready to be put in the tapning
ligquor. ﬁf&misham?sman%mme'&xzmm.ﬁ; the wool s@ 1l on., For
tanning covaides and calfshking, bemlcck or ok bark was cozmoniy us=d.
Bemlcek was easy to obtain, but it was belisved thst for hazness lectosr
cakk vas supsyicr.

E



A1) tooneries needed several vats, =ach of thsm belng about four
feet deap and sid fdet sguare. They were sunken into the ground ac
that oculy 2 amall part of thelir tops stood above the ground. The tapnner
would £iil the vat in the following way: a layer of ground bazk on the
bottow, then e hide, bark, hids, until the vat was £illed up. Frox
tive to time, the vat wvas checked and if neclesz?;, more bark was ads-
edi. Tke hides commonly lay in the vat for spproximatsly six months.

It waz genera.ly belisved that sosking for & longer pericd of time
improved the product. It waz often s year wntil the hidez were msiturn
ed to their zighitful owmer,

After the complete tanning process, the hides were washad and humg
on polzs in the loft. The hides needed only a -mail smount of alr but
not so little that they weuld mold. VWhen dry, the hide was scraped,
and rubbed with tallow lasmpblack. The haly gide wvas then rubbed smooth
to give it 2 polish. Then the {tanned leather was returned to its ocuner.

BLACKSIATHS

In the Eoregpun Age, there waz no older or mors honozable oceupsth
ion than the blacksmitla. Before the era of motor vehicleg, there was
& blacksm§th shop at nearly every four corners. Blacksmithiong, horge.
choving afd wagcon making were all part of the blacksmith’z work.

The smithy would take the glovwing ivom off the £fre, thern you
would hear a clang, clang on the anvil (an iron block on vwhich metsl
pleces are made by hammerins). ‘‘nen there would be scme spavks as he
gshaped the schoe. Aftsr this be wouid nail it ioto the horse’s hoof.

. There were many blackamiths toole, such as & forge, bellovs,
an%sl, vise, tongs, hawser, alpples, pokar, nails, file, Inife, bar
iren, pre-shaped shoes, cottcn, leather pads, rubde=r shoes, tripod,
leather apron and tar.

Blackexiths mods things a3 horse shoss, chains, c.en shoes, axas,
axie, harzxers, hoof picks, vheels and tires. There were alsc :rvesges,
locks, arxd rizmg for wagon vheels.

Tn 1850 theff were 20 blackamiths shops in Remespo. We do not have
any figures Por Rockland County for other years.



HAGON AND SIETGHMAKING

A wagon maker before the Civil War was called a wheeluwright.
A vheelwright ususlly made ecleighs, alsc All ths iron work was dome
by a blacksmith. Tais was cslled ironing off.

More two vheeled wagona were made than four vhesled wegons. This
vasg 20 because they were casy to mansuver and were simmle to msks.

Big vheels were used because thay could straddie amall cbstacles.
They were good because they did not wvesyr out ag easily and they travel-
ed better cn xough or muddy roeds.

The wagons were mostly wood. This wood waa usually white ozk or
vhite ash.

Tze hubg vwere usually hickory cr white eli. They were made Sroc
s@ell trees or bl limbs. Thsy were sswed intc blocks of the Jdesirad
length and shaped with 2 hsnd exe and & draving knife. Twelve spokes
were usually put on 8 wheel, The whecls were Tastened cn the sxle with

a linchpin.
After the Civil Yer the occupatiocn of vheelwiight ceme t© an eud.
By 1855 there were 7 wagon making establishments in Pockland
County. IHone of them were located in Ramapo.

BREWERTES AND DISTILIZRIES

In 1845 there were 102 breweries and 21} distilleries in New Yori
State. In 1841, Roeckland County had cne distillery and by 1855 there
were 2 distilleries and 1 drewery in the county. Theye were noae in

Remapc.

In the staiez as 2 wikole, distillerics were more irportant than
the breveries. Out of 60 counties, 45 had at lJeast 1 distilliery.
Most of them were in Dutchess, Orange, and lllster counties. “Smszican
vhiskey” ranged from 22 {0 25 cents per galion. ligquor was scld to
man only. It vas served at weddings, funerals and festival oceasicns.
Even prsachers dvenk If.-mor.

The general impression, az far as we know, is thet pecpic think
that the Homespun Age was an age of farming. But we have found that

it was alsoc gquite industrisl.
¥
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CHART SHOWING OCCUPATIONS
IN 1839 - [&1) - 1855

ROCKLAND COUNTY
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TRANSPORKTATION

In whe 18003 foot travel was the most camucn and the cheapest
nethod of traveling o Rumepc. Settlers making s journsy of & congid-

erebie datance would makes vhe rip by horse. The paths mmde Ly deer,

zove and other anisals, 83 well ad Indian dtrails and 2he ceruade »oads
used by thoge travelers latar ftuyrned inte maip vosds of th: Townskiz
Of Keuspo

T Orange Tuwrnpiie waz firgd callied the Libuany Nead ans {1 is
g0z of the sidesy post roads ik the State., The section of the ruad
neayr Suffern was so igportaxt to the United Stater thst the jew Tork
State legislaturs pessed an Ast fn the 13007°s elicwiag the formation

of the Orangs Twinpike Compeny. The company bud the oower 40 strsigh.

o1 and {mprove the road for tweanty milse threough the Rawmape Pras.
Sinee thet szetion was mostly wildernass o2t that time, the State Palv
the read wouldn’t be kpet properly undess it was privately omed.

in 1814 the State Lagislature pagsed ap acst for the Apteim aad
Woynssburgh Turnpike Compeay o Ugrove the Havorgtraw Foad, bul inlz
tE3K was gever scodmpiished,

‘ o 1316 the legisisture Foxmwed a sowmpany %o bulld tha dressk
Turppizge from Suffern to Myack because the irfand msnufacturers need.
2d & quicker means OF getting thelr gocds 4o the Hadson Bloesy

In 31323 the paic ronds ver: the Jotmsontown Road; the Drausse
Tarmplike vhish weg the most fagaortant, (A4 TWoags Roed. NMaswond Nong;
the 913 South Boad vo Hyack, the State Roald, the 18 Pogt Hose, tus

Sorth Foad o Hysck, 01 Xiogs Bosd, the Bsverstraw Foad asd the Nrans

Turnpiie, whick was Fira? used w8 & oross country savr@iags roemd.
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As settlements grew, the demaads of sociel and businessg 1ife
depended more and move oa thesge roads for traasportation.

Most of the traveliyg on the roads waz done in buggies , wegoRs
or oo horseback, but there was one rosd on which the stagecoach itvavel-
ed. The Orange Turnpike route was from Sloatsburg to the New Jersey
iine.

_ The stagecoaches wers usually very unconfortable. Alcag the way
there were stopping places where the horses were changed and where

the people could get cut and stretch. If it wvas mesl-time the pass.-

enge?s would est. Stagecoaches were not always safe: often they

collided and over-turned. Passengers were sometimes sericualy hurt.

In the winter the stages often had runners put on their dbody and wouid

travel by wey of the Budecn on the ice.

TAVERIIS

Co the many highways throughout Rocklanéd County there were
nuperous taverns &t which travszlers could stop to rest and eat.

Not much is nown sbout the taverns in Ramapo, but there was ons
tavern in Suffern., Wanemaker®s Tavern on the northern side of the l4
Post REoad. It was owned by Cornelius Wanemaker. Thers waz alszo the
John Yeary tavern south of the Monsey station. In the Coe homestead,
John D. Coe kept a tavern and the village store. 1In 1829 the Weat
Hempstead Post Office wes also established in thig building. Benson's
tavern vas another tavern in Remapo which waes a ghort distance east-
vard of the turnpike.

Haverstraw, the third oldest village in Reckland County, had
several tavorss.

De Iﬁglelles Tavera

The Tavern was south of the village, upon the basunk of ths Hudaon
Biver. M. De Noyelles erected the buliding, vhich was originally in-
tendzd for & tavern, but it wvas used for the Methodist headguarters
until 1810.

ZE



vYan Howuten Iom

This lon atill stands in Baverstraw on Fromt Btreet, facing 4hs
Hudson River. The upper floor of the Inn iz just as it was when it
was nged as a taveIn.

The "0l Bed Tavern”

‘0146 Red Taveru”, Hanust's Piret Ian, was on the old maln roes

between Suffern and Plermont. It was operated by Peter Demarest, Jw |

until his death in 1835. Afterward his son becesme Innkeeper.

The "Mansion Bouse”

The “Houze” was Nyack's first hotel.

It waz built in 1822 o
Yain Strwet. It kad two stories and av ghtie.

A aeed for 2 better and quicker tragsportation wvas crestes st
Ramaps, pecause of féx dsvelopment of ssnufacturing interests

To txy and 30lve this problem, twe Hyssk men decided o ebtempt
e bulld & zteamboat, calied the "Oxange”. Many people took s zlowmy
vievw of the nroject.

BEenry (esner, Jobn Green, Benjamin Blackledge and sthers, o
July 12th, 1826, issued a statement o which i1l men subscribed. Tie
amount raized vas $10,850 and on September I, 1826, the aautrast fur
fts building was made with EHanry Geaner,

The boet wag Tinisked and resgy for her engine on lasel igf,
Ber fuel was wood. Same of the freight and passenger raies lu those
days are 1isted below:

Panzengers ~ 2¢ Ao - &5¢

Childrez - 121¢ Selt per load - SO

Horses & cows - 75¢ ncurmbm&wﬁ% |
Calvas = 25¢ Boxze of seap or candlies - .00¢

Shiggles per 100C - §1.00  Borses, gig, & driver ~ £ .35

- 3 X

R R
A AT
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Although the "Crange” couldn’t keep up o her timetable, th:
veniure proved & success and not many passengers compladned of the
dxlay.

RAILROADS

The Eyie Railvond, iike the roads, opsned up the county wiih a
guickex means of transportatiocn. :

n Januaxy 15, 1831, the first pioneser loccmotive drew a trainlsad
of passengers oo the South Caroline Raiircad. One of the passerpers
was Benry L. Plerson of Remapo, Hew York.

- Because the trip wes o sutceassful, deary Pierson became interzgt-
ed in buriding 2 railrocad in the southsrn part of New York. & alaw
interezted his brother-in-iaw, Bleazor Lord, in the plen. QOn Azxil I,
1833, Eleazor loxd became the first president of the lNevw York and Eyis
Railscad Compeny. It wag incarporated by a gpecial Act of the New Yok
State legisisture,

Ascording to the sriginsl Tharter cbhveined in 1832, the track o
zoulda’t pass tke State line into New Jersey. Because of this problem
the pearest sccess to lew York ity wos at Plermont. In 1830 work was
started. The statimms on the line east 4o west were Spring Valley,
Monasy, Talimsn, Suffern, Hlliburrn, Bamspn, Sterlingtcon and Sioatshburs.
The peopie of the Township were interested ic the road mairly becauss
it streftzhed almoat the whole lsngth of Ramape fram east to west.

Many reaidents along the iine granted g free right 52 way across their
properties and agresed o build and keep the fences, vhile many pazopls
subseribed o 1its stock, in some cases paying for it in labor and
material used in the duilding of the live. These agreements vaie
regretted by many afterward.

Ia the winter of 7 37 snd ‘40 the track which bad begun 2 be iaid
at the river reached the demion Bridge, vhich wasg a8 road cragsing sbhout
i3 miles zast of the Sufferu atation.

The road vhich sppivaches Suffern from the scuth, now 8 4 lane
track, &5 the Paterscn and Ramepo Railrosd, opened in 188 frop Futer-
scn to the Stete ling. It is connected with the oid Brie Raiiroed by
the Unjon Railrcad, 'J/100 of & mile long, and links Suffern to Tew
York City in thie manner: Suffern by Union R.R. 20 State line, State
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iine o Paterson by Patsrson & Remspe B.B., Patersm o Jerasy Jivy

Peierson & Jersey Clty R.R. These thres reads formed = continuses
w Tog

line and all ware leased ©o the Brie Company ir 1852, and acw Sz
main line of that yosd betwesn Suffern and Jersey City.

The developesnt of better transportation in the county during
the Tomespun Age asliped the axms to gPow and prosper.



-—e ——— —~— P, — o oy pe— e

"If & nation expects to be ignorant and free, in &
gtate of clviiization, it expects what never was ana
never will d»e."

Thomsa Jefferson sald thls at the very beginning of
the fight for free publice education in the United tstes.
He, along with Gecorge Washington, James Madison,.and many
othsr leaders, foresaw the need for free public education.
Yany more peocple saw the need for free education, too,
and worked for it in thelr communities.

in 1812 the New York State Tegislature passed a law
besed on the need [or public sducatlion In & country where
peaple could vote. Under this law, money from a perma-
nent state fund was to be glven each year to school dis-
trlcte on the baslis of population. School districts
could not receive state aid unless the town put up an
equal ameount of money. The state and town money was sup-
posed to be used only for teachers! salaries. The locesl
schoosl district was expectsad to pay for the schoolhouse,
fuel, and other running expenses.

The money given by the state, town, and district was
usualily not enourh to runr the schosl. The rest of the
money was made up by the perents of the children going
to school, depending on the number of children in sach
famlly going to schosl, snd the number of days they
attended school. Often the district got out of the rsd
by not paying the teacher!

In 1814, the legisla: 3 passed another law calie&d
the rete-blll system. Par.ats who couid not afford to
pay to send their children to school could sign 2 psu-
per'a oath, in order to pet thelr children in without
paying., Many nerents were too prcud Lo slign the osth,
and therefore many poor children did not go to se™ oi.
Often familles,; who had sirned the cath, were matdce 0
feel infsrior.

The FPree “chocl Taw was passed Ly the state legls-
lature in 1B849. It established free schoels throughout
the state. Befors 1t became a law, It had to be scted
on by the voters of the state. {Thig i=s c¢cslled 8 refer-
endum. )} Although the people passed the iaw by a large
ma jorlty, ti:»3 was a lot of opposition to 1t, espe-
clally in tuc rural districts. Eockland County voted



Tor the law, but most of the Town of Ramape was agalnet it.

Following are some letters written to the Rockland
County Journal for and agalnst the "Free School iaw®.

Here are some ietters supporting the "Free Rchool Law".

Qctodber 12, 1850

“And now, Yr. Editor, pleass tell me why most of ourp
town and county officers are opposed to the Frse School Taw.
Is it becauses they are afraid the young and rising genera-
tion will be wiser than themselves? Is it because & good
educatiocn would prove sn injury to them? Or is it becauss
the parents are afralid it would cost 8 1llttle noney?

"Phe roughest stone sometimes when hewn, 1 odueces the
best polishi sc & good education will produce « fine char-
ecter, a good law-giver, a plous divine, and an excellent
crator. In fine, it glves all that is noble and granéd.

Tt draws out al1ll the »powers of the mind and enables the
possessor to adorn and beautlify the path of life in which
he may be called upon to walik."

Signed, ®C"
November 2, 1850

"The cause of education 1n the cause of Liberty.
With 1t Tyranny ls impossible. Ignorance in every age
has proved the strongest ally of despotlism, while en-
lightenment has ever been the handmald of freedom.”
Opposition to the school law is due to "The meanest of
humen passions -~ the pasgssion of avarlce.”®

Signed, "Free 2c¢hoc.
Februsry 1, 1851

"A feelling of self-interest, too, will prompt every
rational man to sustain the Free Achool Law. Ignorance
is the fruitful parent of crime, and if we do not build
the achoolhouse, we must be orepared to erect the Jall;

s/



if we do not pay the schoclmester, we .ust nay the jailor
and the constablie.™

Signed, "Fize Schools"®
Februvary 25, 1871

"In a government like ours, it is highly necessary
and urgent that those from whom go/ernment emanates should
acquire the Information and intslligence whizh will fit
them to discharge the hlgh functirns of citizenship.”

$izned. “umMp"

People also wrote letters 2:8inst theFree Schocl isw.
Some of them follow.

Februery 1, 1881

"l.ook at emigration how i: is flowing in upon us, how
many thousands In one month. i‘he frliends of the Free Scheol
Law say the property of the 2tate must educate them, for
they are to rule us. Mark it, foreigners i¢ rule us.”

Qis;ned, "Farmer”
1880

"I have seen the day wshen I was ¢2,500 in debt; would
you not suppose I had enovgh to pay without giving my
neighbor a chance to vote his debt on me? Is this our
boasted freedom?

"Before we had a Sclool Fund we could rule our schools
as we thcurht proper. Our dlstricts were peaceabls and sll
was quiet. Everyone would do his share towards building
and rensiring; wood was brought by those who had it, and
the children were 211 warmed by it. But now comes this
Albany ruler, who has bean bindling us with cobwebs until
they have become cords rot easily bvsken . . . I hope

T2



not for thls miscalled Pree School - this monster in the
shape of a lamb. If this is not Rocialism In its worst
shape, then T lknow not the meening of the word.

"Yote yourself a school, vote yourself o farm, are
signs of the times. I hold to the divine comxand. by +the
sweat of the brow shalt thou earn thy bread. Hor :ovetous
a disposition thls is giving way to.

"In ailuding to the Fastern States, with &ll their
schoois, we have there the greatest samples of immorazlity
and vice, the teacher becomes a murderer. It iz there we
read of lads scarcely in their teens advocatlng the doc~
trines of Madame Sue, a Paul de Knock, a De Brisbane, snd
291t of all, Horace CGreeley, with all the isme of the day.
A:-U1-Rentlism, Free Schoollsm, Agrsriesnism, Socliglism -
this is the doctrine of Red Republicenism which is engen-
dered in France, and now rlsing up among us."

Signed, "Farmerpr"

29 Percent of the people in Ramapo were for the Free
School Law, and 707 plius were agsinst. In Clarkstown 41%
wented 1t, and 59% didnit. But in Haverstraw 75¢ wanted
it, and 25% dildn't. Orangetown had 374 who didn't want
the Free School Iaw, and 63%, who did want 1t. Altogether
in Rockland Geounty there were 53% who wented the Free Z2chool
Iaw, and 47% who didn't.

In 1851, the State legislature passed another Free
School Law. This set up a yesrly property tax of £8C0,0C0
to aid public schools throughout the state, but the hated
rate-blll system was still kept.

Finally, in 1867, the rate bill was ended by the filate
Legislature. ¥ow all children 1in Hew York State could go
to elementary school, whether or not their parents were poor.

While New York State made a greet deal of progress cur-
ing this time in giving children an elementary schcol educa-
tlon, the guallty of education was not very high. 1In 1860,
the nublic schools s8till %feught the three R's - reading,
writing and arithmetic -~ plus some geography, and a bit of
American history. The standard method of teaching was for
the students to memorize information and repeat it back to
the teachser word for word. Meny school buildings wevre in
bad repair, many had no playgrounds, and many hed no priv-
les, according to a report of the Sftate Rchool fuperinten-

33
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dent in 1846. The aversge monthly wage for wmen ssachers

wag $14, and for women teschsrs, §7.50. Teacher: Were no:
well tralned.

By 1860, some progress hed been mede in providing sec-
ondary public schools. There wore 22 public h zh schools
in the state. Most children who went tec high chool went
to privatie schools, usually "academies"” for bc's and Ysemi-
naries” for girls. Very few chiléren went tec :ollege.

In 1829 there were 34 schools in Rececklari. County, 11
of them In Ramapo. Ramapo had about one-~thi--? of the schools
in the county, and almost one-thiré of the ; omlstion. This
shows that Ramapo offered about the same amr .. of education
as the county as a whole.

Rockland Goumty had 2,449 children beti'een the ages of
5 end 15 in 1829, and Ramapo had 790 of thra. However, only
1,496 children went to school In the count;, while 502 chil-
dren attended school in Ramapo. In other 'rords, there wers
953 children in the county who had no sch.cling, and 288
children in Ramapo who did not go to schcol.

Each school in Rockland and Ramapo 12d an Average of
44 children attending. School was kept for an average of 10
months in Roekland and 9 In Ramapo.

In Ramapo 1n 1841 there were sboui 8 school distrieis.
In all of Kockland County there were 3! schools. 1In other
22% of all the schools in Rocklan¢ wer: located in Ramapo.

During 1829 there had been 11 sclool dis'ricts. Now,
in 1841, there were only 8, so they h.d 3 more in 182°2 than
in 1841.

The average schoc’ year in Pamao in 1841 was 9 months.
Rockland County's averaze school yezs was only & months.

Six hundred and sixty-five chi'dren of school ege lived
in Remapo in 1841. This was one-fcarth of gll the chlldren
of school age in Rockland County. A nly 329 Ramapo cnlldren
went to school; over half of the chl!ldren In Pemapo cldn't
g0 ©to school in 184l.

In 1855 the number of school districts wes again the
same as in 1829. These schoolhouses were made of different
meterials. One was made of stone, tvo of brick, and thirty-
one were framed.



The condition of these schools wasn't too bad, but
it could have been better. Three of thsm were very good,
25 were good, 6 were poor, &nd 2 wWere very poor.

The total value of the schools in 1855 was 22,847
but in 1829 the total value was {778.16. So the value
of the schools increased by #21,861 over a period of 26
years. In 1855 the average value for each school was
about §665.88.

Although the schools today are much better, and more
childran go, the pecple during the Homsspun Age also
showed an interest in their children's educetilon.
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VOTING

In 1829, 42% of the people in the county who were entitled 6o

vote 2ived ir Ramape. By 1841, this parcentage hed dropped to 229
end by 1855, only 19% of the county’'s voters lived in Rsmapo.

Humber of People Having the Right o Vote

18 wa 18
Rockland County X, 173 2,076 3,550
Ramapo 4386 457 685

In the emmty.as a whole, the mmber of qualified voters in-

ereased 43% between 1829 and 1841 and roze 429 between 1841 and 1855,

But in Ramapo, there wag a 49 decrezse in qualified voters betwmen
1820 and 1841. Ten betuwesn 1641 end 1855, they agzin increased by

34%.

1855 12 the only year for vhich ve have accurste information
about the male population of voiting age in the towm and coundty. In
this year, 479 of the men living in the county were entitled to vote.
In Ramapc, the percentsge wes 2%,

OF the 3,580 voters in Rockland County im 1855, 84% of them were
native, snd 16% were natursliized. In Ramapo 97H of all the voters
were native. The county had 6 & 1 3rd times more native born voiters
than natvralized. Ramopo hed 2 times more indicating a neavier
eoncsntration of native born voters than in the rest of the Gounty.
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Pregidential Votes in Rockland

County 1836 -
Yeax Candidate Party Votes Total
Votes in Coun

1836 Martin Van Buren Den. 1045

William Eenry Harrison ¥hig Rapub. 371 1416
13%0 Yartin Van Buren Dem, 1657

Willisnm Henry Harrison Thig. Repud. 637

Jamesz G. Birney Abolitionist none 2294
1844 Jemes Koox Polk Den, " 1679

Heary Clay Whig Repub. oL

James G. Birney Abolitionist 1l 247k
1848 lewis Cass Den. 1064

Eachary Tayior Whig.Repub. 018

Martin Van Buren Fres Soiler 268 2250
1352 Frankiin Pierce Dem. 1788

¥1lfield Scott Whig Repub. 733

John P. Eale Pree Soiler none 2521
1856 James Buchanan Den, 1526

Jon C. Freemont Repub. 668

MG 3 P 1lmore Wulg Repub. 037 n3
1860 Stephen Douglas North Dem. 2368

Abraham Lincoln Repub. 1410 3778
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