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I!JTRuDUC'?IU!J 

The pu._~ose of i..Ti ting this basic h:1.story 0£ Rar:iapo and 
Rockland County is to give ourselves am others a elem-er picture 
oi' lite on our c"t-m. hcr:1e grounds duririg the Hmcspun Age. Thia 
era vas r:iainly &, acricultural age lasti11g from al>Ju:t; 1800 to 
106o, duri~1g t-Jhieh people depended l.a,.t::ely on thanselves for 
food and clo·t~1ing. 

Since t,his is :jhe first tit?a ~?O have t-rorked t:.i.. th historical 
rm1 :iaterial, t.rriting the histo~r posed several problems. coi .... 
lectinc material pu')lished d' .. ~i ?g t11a Homesp~~ Aeo t·ias not easy, 
but ue r u··-~d a nwbm" or books ... mninly atloses and gazetteers -
in the r1011 York Public LibrB.1.7, the UIJrarc}7' a-ti Feni~·1ore House 
in Cooperstoim, Iret:1 Yorl1.:., the Suffern Free LibrariJ a.11d the Suffern 
IIigh School Lihra.rJ• 

Another problan t-38 encountered ms that figures £rotet cliff erent 
so:;_~es did not, al:~ys acree;i l1e had to uso our jud.Gnent mld t~ have 
tl.~ed. to indicate in ou.r text mere these protJ1em.s arose .. 

tie began our i-rork by atud~7ing the IIo::icspun Age in !1m.r York 
State. Uext t:re appoirited a"l editorial comraittee to direct the pro­
ject. 'lhc class ~~s divided into c0r.1..,~ttees to uor1-: on different 
chnpters, t1.i.t~1 a mer:1ber of the ~:im cor.?nittee in charge of 
e~c:·1 c~;JI!UtteetJ FNeey rn.ember o:r our el.ass had n part in iait:i.ng t:1is 
bot:to 

~le tJ--o:u.d like to aprass our :lP!)reciation to all those t.iho 
helped make t-!J.is history possible. We a..~ especially grate.ful to 
the Local Histor~y· and Geneology section of the ?lew York PuhJ.i.c 
Library; to Dro Carl Nordstrcm, £'or lettinc; us use natcrial frcm 
his unpablished doctoral dissertation; a.~d to !·Ir. II~J' ?1cintosh, 
£or rledueing a Int!JP of ~~apo to "bi~rkable size. 



l 
I 

0 
Q... 

fT e 
cs' 

0:-: \ 



t' 0 p- UL AT ION 

_ R·ocldand County and Ptamapo were growing stead­
ily. during.the iiomespun .:-ge. The county's greatest 
gains .were mde after .1.941-. · 1:8.mapo' s growth increased 
more rapidly from 1845 to.1850 • 

. I~ 1829 the town of Ramapo had 30% of Rockland. 
County~ -s population. 

Chart.of ~opulation in 1829 
. hiliale · li-ema.le -· Total 

Rocltland t:ounty.4,060· · 3,956· ·· 8,016 
1tamapo 1,159 1,220 2,379 

.Thirty two pereent of ~ockland C6unty's children 
between the ages or·· 5 and 15 live6 in i.,amo,po in 1829. 

. ·· Girls uoys Total 
ttOekla.nd County 1,.029 1·,420 2 1 449 
1tama,po . 335- ,. 405 790 

.in 184-1, 27-;., of the -population.of ·Rockland Coun­
.ty· lived in Pi,9,P.Apo. 

Chi\.rt •f· ~opulntion· in 1841 
. !Jale Female 'l'otal 

Rockland County 4·,0a3-_4,s13· · 9,-606 
~.amapo l,23S 1,337 2,576 

There were 2,590 children- b~tween the ages of 
5 and 15 in Rocltland County in· 1-841·~ · n,a,ma(po hn,d 665 
of these children or¼ of them. . 

Twenty one percent of' .Jtocltland t,ounty' s population 
livetl .in ltamapo in· 1845·. There were 13,741 people 

· living. in the count7 and· 2,-011· living in Itamapo at 
that time. 

. _In 1-850, .rtatnn-po bid 30;.f of !to~land· County's 
17,462· people. 



1855 is the only ye..,.r £or which there ::.re figures 
for botl1 the r.hi te·· ~ncl ii e gro popula, tion in 1vocltlo.nd 
~ounty and 1~0,ma.po. ~:urin[; tI1:1.t ycn.r, about one sixth 
of the wh'ite people of the county lived in Ro.rn~poo 

Rockland 
Itamo.po 

Whites 
Male li-emn.le 

County· 9,928 9,086 
, 1,886 1,647' 

Total 
19,014 
3,333 

in 1855, one sixth of the· county's Negroe·s lived 
• 1n t,amapoo 

·Rocklo.nd 
Remapo 

Negroes 
:nale Female· 

County 227 210· 
;37 44 

Total 
497 

81 

T ·_ ¾re were· 38 times more white people th'"'.11 Negroes 
in nocltland County in 1855~ anc1 42 times more whites 
than N eeroe's in 11.ama t:o o 

Male· 
11 emale 
Total 

lftale 
1''emale 
Total 

r.:a.le 
Pema.le 
'l'ota.l 

r.,ale 
Female 
Total 

Chart o:f l'eople Under 35 in 18.t:~ 

( 

Rocltland County 
Unde:t ~ l under 5 5 under 10 10 

350 1,145 1,132 
290 1,143 1,078 
640· · 2, ~48 ", ~10 

under 15 
1,077 

976 
2,053 

15 under 20 
97G 

20 under 25 
1.079 

976 
2,055 

25 under 30 
940 
877 
1,817 

30 under 35 
065 

965 
1,941 

Rama,po 
Under 1 · 1· winer 5 

52 167 
47 183 
99 350 

5 under 10 
~05 
219 
424 

716 
1,571 

10 under 15 
225 
180 
405 

15 under 20 
170 

20 tmder 25 
165 

25 under 30 
102 

30 under 35 
135 

204 151 109 114 
37~ 316 211 24g 



.!n 1255 ~;i tl1ere '!:H: ... re 0 ,.13"2 yo une } e opl e un.d<)I i-
i ~tthfa.ntl CounJ-l'·· .~ Ra,m~ po had nea.rly one fifth of th- =· r­
;:,eopl e ... 

l'he number or chillren ot school :J.ge ( 5 t.o l.&} durinr 
1855 mis~ 

. k.. l ~ t .~oc- ..t.anc .. t.;oun y 
'. ~a.ma po 

lo-~l 
4y~G3 

8~0 

'jne fifth of all the school 
County li11ed in Ramc,po.~ 

~u Roe!tl:·:.nd ~ou.n'tj"., tl1ere were 14 Y G7G people unc~ er 
i-he ·1g(' of 35 in 1C65" n,0-~'1.po had 1 ?f, of them., There 
\Tere 4,:;f:3G peo;:le in t,ht: co·unty over the ~-G€ of 3G, and 
1.oeG or 2~ of tbl'se peo:.le in Ro,mapo over 33 during 
~ht1 t vea r-:, 

•' 

:n 18GCj l?'fo of the county~s people lived in Ramapo; 
·uet~een 1C~0~ ~hen 8(YJ'j of the county~ s populJ,tion lived 
in r~o-2-r,o, 0:nd lCCO, when only 17;'., lived here, tbere 
U'QS ~ considerate decline in Ramapors population relative 

· to t:~e re st of the county,, 

r·~t~ ckl;J..nd Count:l 
Ramapo 

!'/a.leB Pemo.les 
10j155 9,356 

1 9 723 l~Gnl 

·rota.I 
19~511 

3?414 



M I R V I C E 

In 1829, 902 men in !tockland County w~re subject 
to military duty~ Ramapo Ina 25D of· these nen br 29% 
of al 1· tl1ose in t.l1e county during that y'ea:r~ .:\bout ·Lhree 
fifths of the men of military age in Rockland County 
2,ncl four fifths of tl1ose in r.,am:ipo were subject to this 
dutyo 

Rocltland County hnd 951 men subject to military 
<l1.1t.y in 1851~" and 1!.smapo hacl 194 9 o~ one fifth of all 
those in the count7Y 

In 1800, 551 slaves lived in u.oc!,cln,nc Coarityo During 
the next two deco.des, tl1is number decreased sten,dily, 
~riere wer~ 316 in 1810, 218 in 1814, an~ 124 in 1890; 
between 1810 ant? 180D, tile number decrea. sed by 43% 9 between 
1810 and 1814j by 69fo; and between 1814 and 1820j by 
57%~ irJ.ring this twenty year period the number of ·slaves 
c!ecrensed 78/,o 

~\.n act of· the ;~ew Yorlt dtate legisl~ture passed in 
!1arch·i?1817·, proviuec1. for tl1e gradual n.bo1 i tion of s1·=.very 
in ~ew York· Gtnteo It provifcd that every chil<l born 
of sl:1.ve pn,rent·s aft.er· Julytli 17nn, ·sI1ould be free j,t tl1e 
age of 28 for rn~'-les· ··nr1 ~5 for fem1,1es$, i-,very child born 
n,f'tr'r the· p1_.ssag,.--- of·· the' ~ict (!:arc~ ,817-)· shon1,1· oP. tJ:t:,~ 
nt the age of 21Q 

It is believed that most slave's in Roc1tland County 
dur'ing the early nineteenth. century we?m household servn,nts 
r~th~r th~n laborerso 



FARKIIG 

llost of the people in Rockland County and Ramapo made 
their living by farmingoFarming in Rockland County was not 
merely an occupation but rather a way of 11fe~The farmer~ 
his wife and hie children ate$alept and worked-though •ery 
seldom played-farming~ 

} 

.llmost everyday of the farmers year •as filled with 
•ork from the crack of dawn to the last ray of light at night.~. 
In tbe spring he would get up and do his regular chores 
which consisted of herding and milking the cowa,feeding 
the livestock and doing other jobs~The early spring was a 
good time to collect sap from the trees and at that part 
of the year,thie job filled the latter part of his days~He 
used mainly a sap bucket for this joboLater on in the spring, 
when the ground was right,he would spend the rest of the 
day plowing 1n the field and maybe planting some of the crops 
that could be planted early~?o do the job of plowing the 
farmer naturally used a plowoThet plows were made almost en­
tirely of wood;The%e were a couple of plows that the !armer 
m!.ght ha.ve used~One consisted of a handle~for the farmer to 
hold~a plow-like metal piece$and a harness for the horse~ 
Another wa.e somewha.-t the same except that 1 t had more blades 
and it rolled on wheelsl)In the evening the !armer -~ould a­
gain berd,milk and feed the cattle and he would feed the 
other livestock., 

In eummerathe farmer~ day was somewhat the same as in 
spring except that in the late morning and afternoon he would 
spend bis time cultivating and oaring for bis fields of 
crops~ 

Fall was harvesting t1me~This 1s how the farmer end 
their family spent the better part of their time~Often all 
the neighbors would get together and have a sort of har~ 
vesting •bee,The oats and barley were harvested firat~Ot all 
the ·crops,potatoes were the hardest to harvest because they 
grew undergroundc 

In the winter the farmer could take it easier;He did 
the usual chores in the morning and evening.and in the other 
parts of the day he would do things like shar-:ening tools» 
cutting wood,f1x1ng tools and other equipment and other jobs 



that needed to be done~ 

Farming was by far the most important occupa~ion in 
Rockland County and Ramapo<There were 1,323 farmers in 
the county in 1855 when farming was at its peakoThe two 
other occupations in which many people were engaged were 
laborers~with four hundred twenty three people or 6~ 
less than farmera~and carpenters with two hundred sixty 
nine people or 791, les than farmers.~As you can see by thee11 
examples;farming was the most important occu.Spation~ 

ACP~AGE 

Throughout the Homespun Age Ramapo bad more than its 
share of improved land, that ia .. la.nd that 1.s under cul ti~ 
vat i .. oli" 

The town of Ramapo covered la% of the county in 1829 ... 
Seven per cent of the county as unimproved land and 34% of 
its improved land was in Ramapo~ 
1829 Rockland County 
Unimproved land 65~373 
Improved land 45fl27 
Total 110~400 

Ramapo 
41784 
15.716 
20s 500 

In 1850~Ramapo comor1zed 
28% Dfthe unimpro~ed land and 

3li of Rockland County~It hai 
35% of the improved land in 

the county,; 
1850 
Unimproved land 
Improved land 
To)'al 

Rockland County 
50,853 
46,182 
97i335 

Ramap\l 
16~445 
l3z506 
29~951 

In 1860.,1/5 of the land in the county was in Ramapo.~Thir= 
ty two puper cent of the unimproved land and 29% of the 
i~proved land was in Ramapo~ 
1860 Rockland County 
Un2,1mproved land 50$852 
Improved land 1%JJIJ46$48l 
Total 97~333 

Ramapo 
16~445 
13_.505 
29,950 

The reason for the changes in the figures.of the acreage 
of Rockland County and Ramapo are not knownclt is thought 
that the land may have been sold to another county or that 
the fi,;st surveying metho~ ~eze pocr,;A~otb.e:r th~cry !a that 
the 1829 figures included water while the 1850 and 18n0 
f 1gures did not~-



VALUE OF LAND ANO PROPERTY 

In l829~there was about one and three foujhs million 
dollars invested in real and personal property in Rocklan·d 
@ounty o About asi of this was in real and 15f_¾n personal." J:n 
Ramapo nearly one half million dollars were invested in real 
and personal property~about i450,000 in real property and 
and j50~000 1n peraonalo 

In l858~over five and a half million dollars was eat1~ 
mated to be the value of the real and personal property in 
Rockland County~about !our and a half million dollars tt the 
real and one million dollars of the personal propertyoRamapo 
had about one fifth of the county's real and personal prop~ 
erty~$869~4l7 was in real and i303.300 was 1n personal 
property-:-

MAT~RIAL AND VALUE OF DW~LLINGS 

Most of the houses in Rockland and Ramapo 1n 1855 were 
framed~The next most important type o! house was stoneoSeven­
ty of the 251 stone houses 1n Rockland County were 1n P--a.mapo (; 
Over half ol the log houses in Rockland were in RamapooThere 
were wery few brick houses in Re.ma.po although there ~ere 105 
tn the oountyoAltogether there.were 3,188 houses in Rockland 
County and 585 in Famapo~The houses in the county were 
valued at about i2~696,928 and at $303,, 700 in Re.ma.po,. 

OWNERS OF LAND 

There were li814 landowners in Rockland CountyoAbout 
two ninths of these were in Ramapo~As you see 1 this means 
that a s'LWriaingly small percentage of the people in 1855 
were landowners and probably the greater per cent of thesP. 
1re:re farmersQ 

CROPS 

The crops were grown to feed the farmer~his familytand 
the animals on the farm as well as to be sent to marketQ 

The amount of winter grain grown in 1861 amounted to 
34#546 bushels and 88~895 bushels of summer grain was grown~ 
As you can see~54~349 or well over twice as much summer as 
winter grain was produeedoThat same year in Ramapo 12,521 



bushels of winter grain were grown and. 31~882 o! summer 
grain.;Again mo:rt. tha.n twice as rrr..ich summer grain was pro­
duced.,) 

tltogether,in l86l;l4t826 tons of hay were grown in 
Rockland County and 4,205 in Ramapo,. The 10 1021 tons dif-= 
ference were accounted for in the other townahips0R.E.napc 
had e.bout .2s½i of ,all the hay in Rockland County o 

In the potato !ieldialtogether in Rockla.~d County 
there we~e 47,223 bushels of potatoes~with 23»567 bushela 
in Ramapo In the other three townships the~e were 23~656 
bushelsc, 

1n l86l~Rockland County produced 3,.263 bushels of apnle3 
and Ramapo,,~785~The other towns produced 2_ .. 467 buahels, .. .\e 
you can see~nearly one half of all the apples grown in Rock~ 
land Cou.11ty were grown 1n bma.pooHowever,i:n comparison ~ith 
potatoea,the apple industry was not nearly ao bigo 

Other important crops in Ra11apo were oats.rye$buck~ 
wheat,corn~turnips>and honeyuHoney was used as a sweetener 
in the days when sugar was too expensive~ 

LIVESTOCK 

SHEEP 
. 

'>~ - --, ... tr,\~ ;fj ~ ~ 

S~eep were used for wcol 8 Wh1ch the farmers w1feAclothi 
and for food., 

Durin.g the Homespun Age 1-n Rooklan.d County and Ram= 
apoi ihe importance of sheep raising declined steadily_, ;,n 
1829tthe:re were 3s035 sheep in Ramapou1'hen from 1829 to 
1841 t~ere was about a 6'cf/, deores.ce(of lj89l) makin.g the 
total nun:ber of sheep in Ramapo in l84lslil44 ❖ !n .:tb.e next 
nineteen years~from 1841 to 1860~ the sheep population de­
creased about s1i ci.z, 701 sheep . ., 

ln 1829JSRockland Cot1nty had 8 4 053 sheep . .).In the fol= 
lowing twelve years~the number of sheep decreased about 
31'%, or 2i,439 ah,eep.:.From 1841 to 1860/}the number of sheep 
decreased abou~t 31% o:r 41}688 sheep, 

Jn 1829,/the other three townships had 5»018 sbeep-:,Sfhis 
was abcu .. t 62:t°t of all the sheep in Rockland County,;>In 1841, 

if 



S,614 
the three other townships 8,9'~ sbeep,about 80% ot the sheep in the 1: 
county.Nineteen years later these three other tallmlbipa bad 926 sheep 
or SS% of all W sheep in Roekland County o 

On the whole,from l.829 to 1860, the population or sheep decreased 
about 76% or 2,292 sheep in the tom ot Ramapooin the three other towns 
between these yeara,the sheep population decreased about 8~ or 7,127 
sheep 

NEAT CA T1'IE 

'!he raising of neat cattle,or the cow-type of oattle,in Rockland 
County waa more important t~..an the raisinr,; of any other animal during 
the Homespun Age except for around lA29,wben sheep raising was more 1Jjl­
portant,. 

In the year lR291 aloost one third e.t aJl the neat cattle 1n Rock­
land County 118re in Ramapo.,making this town an important neat cattle 
raising distrl.ct~Howaver,trom 1829 to 1841 there was a decrease or al­
most one fifth or from 2,263 neat cattle to l,27b,to be exactoTbill drop 
brought Ramapo'a position dorm to having only about one sixth of all 
the neat cattle in Rockland County.At the same time1 though,the number 
of neat cattle in Rockland County was increasing. 

In the next nineteen 19ara, the population of neat cattle 1n Ramapo 
decreased from l, 271.i to 7h 7, or about one fif'th againe Ilowaver , the pop­
ulation of neat cattle in Roekland County decreased more and Ramapo 
now had almotJt exactly one f"J'th ot all the neat cattle in the countyo 
On the whole,trom 1829 to 1860,there was about a 6&./3% d8cNa8e in the 

'--number of neat cattle in P~o 

There wers three townships in Rocl!Jand County,Ramapo being one of 
them.What happened in the other three townships?In 1829,about two thirds 
or all the neat cattle in Rockland County 119re in the:e towDshipsoFrom 
1829 to 1841,twelve years,there was about a 3S% increue of neat cattle 
in these towns making thetr per cent of neat cattle about 83l./3%o Bu't 
from 1841 to 1860 there naas a decrease of a little over 50%.This brought 
their percentage down to 80%.,,iltogether ,from 1829 to 1860, there was 
almost a .37½% decresseeAs for Rockland County as a whole,trom 1829 to 
181,l there was about a lo% incresae of neat cattle in the countycfben 
from lf'lu. to 1860 there was little over a SO% decrease of neat cattleC) 
On the whole.,£rom 1829 to 1A60,tbare was about a 46% dec~e in the 
number o£ neat cattle in Rockland Countye 



OXEN 

Qan are formed from cattleo 'lbe bull is operated on and e gland 
in the back of his neck is taken out,maldng it impossible for this an­
imal jo mate with a cowo '1hey are especially knOffll foe their hard ffl>rke 

In the year lFS5 in Rockland County,there were S73 aan (omitting 
calves)oFive years later Rockland County bad a total of 2,490 oxen 
and calvesoThe town of P.mnapo bad a total og 791 oxsn,and the remainder mre 
in the other three townsbipseTb.1s number was l.,699eTbe 791 oxen in Ram-
apo 11ere 31% of all the oxen in Rockland Countyo 

SViINE 

Swine are domestic pigs developed in EuropeeThey have bard.coarse 
. ~ 

bair,beavy skin.'mid a thick layer of fato They also have short tuskan 
In 18Ll there were 5,Shl swine in all Rockland Count)T,l,2.38 of them 
were in Ramapo ~~1 .303 in the other three townshipso 'Dle 1,238 in Ram­
apo was about 22% of the swiaa in the countyoln 1860,tbere 118re 3,185 
swine in Rockland County and 4.3% of tbese,or 1,311 swine,were in Ramapoc, 
In the other towns there were l,874oFrom lR41 to 1860 there 1l'8S a dec­
resse of 42% of the swine in the countyo 

OORS~ 

In 1829,about 32% of all the borseS'in Rooklsnd County were in 
Ramapo.,Then troll 1829 to 18hl,there was abOut a .30% in the number 
of horsesin Rockland Countyc In this year,18U>about 20%,,or 5lS to 
be exact,0£ all the horses in Rockland Cotmty fie.."l't8 in RamapooFrom 
1841 to 1860,19 years,there was about a 4S% lacrease in the number 
ot horses in Rsmapoo 

In Rockland County from 1829 to l8Ll.,there was an increase of 
horses from 2,290 to 2,h88 or one of about 8%o1'hen f'rom 1841 tol 
1860 there was another increase,this time from 2,488 horses to 3,715 
horses or a little over a 50% increaseo 

All ir.t all,farf~om 1829 to l.860 there was about a 1½% 1-'lcrease 
in the amount of horses in Ramapooln Rockland County,from 1629 to 18601 
there was a 6h¼% increase during this timeo 

DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Dairy products were fairly important in Ro~ CountyoHowever~ 
Ramapo produced little or no cheese and the 2,SOO pounds produced in 
the county in 1861 wera made in the other three towt2&bips0Aa far aa 
butter is conceme~Rnmapo ,ras the m-,st important butter plvducer of 
the UHi townships in Rockland County and it produced llO,S7S pounds 

tour/ of the 266,006 pounds produced 1n Rockland County~or a 
little less than half" 
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:-en,«· ILIC = 

There ,iere 102 smell industrial establishments in 
Rockland County in 1829, the most ireportact beine sa~m:111s. 
Over half the industrj_es 1.•rere located jn Ramapo. 

By 1855, the r,umber of industries in Roc~:land had 
risen to 11+1. There ,,:ere n:any more ltinds or industr:les 
than there liad bean earlier. ~,~e do not, l~.oi.•tever, feel con­
fident of the accuracy of the 1855 figures. t,_:e have two 
sour(!es of ~nformatjon for thjs period, a map of Ramapo 
show1ng the location of industries, and an atlas giving 
figures on industries for tbe cou~ty cs a wholee Accord­
inP to our map, tre number of 1ndustries in the town was 
about 55, but according to tl1e atl~s, the ~urr1ber of in­
dustries in tte te1hole co11r:ty v-Ias 14:. leaving only 76 
-industries in the county 1 outs~de ,.)f Ramapo. l·Te t.ave 
found, for instance, th~~~hjle the number of blacksffiith 
shops in tr1e county in 1855 i:tas 7, according to the atlas, 
our map shows 2C in the town of Ramapo 2lone. Probably we 
c~n safelv assume teat Ramano continued to be one of the . .. 
more industrialized sectic~s of the county. 

Gristmills ..... ----
,.,_ · ,:... · 1 ... .cs i d - .. . f • h bl . R gr1s~rn1_i, ~or gr n 2ng gra1n, ~as one c ~ e pu ic 

utilities of the pioneer coIUnunity. It was usually ~uilt 
near c stream for water po~ere The gristmills of the early 
pi onccrs n:ade "entire@' v-rheat flour, \i!h:i ch included the bran. 

?lillinr: was done under the millstoneso The stones 
themselves "'i!Jere from three to seven feet in diameter. Once .. 
one of these r:.$1ls ~;as estabJ.j shed, ctl:er sttall jndt1str:ies 
often prew up r-rouno :t. 

In 1829 in Rockland county, there tiere 3 5 e-ri str:ills, 
18 of them being in Rarnapo. In 1841, there 1.-:ere 31 in 
Rockland,. In 1~59 thore ,-:ere 36 in Rockland and 9 in 
Ramapo. 

Sawmills 
c,,. e • r e •• •• 

In 1829 there were 41 saw mills in Rockland County, 
and 21 of them were located in the Town of Ra~e.po. But in 
twelve years~ by 1841, the nurnber had dacreaded to 27 in 
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'"Q -"\ ~ \ ... j r-\ ...... ,·1 
.1.\v C.!-:~.J..c.. l.t.-....i 

Sf..:Ve!.! :J. l"l 

~ ~-" ·~ 
'-·-•'v 

_.... • 11•"' .., ... 1-- J.. ~ .... T!:e sat:.I m2 1.-]a s pcvJerca by e ss::2 1. ·wa c..E;r 1-.,·r:eeJ.. or~ 
as it ,1as called in tl:e l~orre-sptH"l f~ge, a flutte:r 1.~711.ecl~ 
Tl: "ls was a sma 11 ivood en axle, fit tea tvi tl~ 't\7"ooc en a rrr.s c:c .. 
spokes r:olding board paddles ,.;rcicl1 dipped into G cl1ute 
where a swift strea~ of ~ater fell npon it, ttus giviL[ 
tb.e wheel rotation. Th:is prin:iti-w;e sa,-nnill tvas expecte:5 
to operate only for c:: verv f etv t'-1eel:s j n tte snr~ ng ·:;.fr:i 7-::= 
the 112ter supnly was good because of tr:e n1elted snotJS c:~ 
spring rains. A ,-.:ooden c:ranlr c=t ti:e end of thrJ .:=xle 
rajsed and loi;ered a single sa1;; bladeo The s21•1 c,.1t or1y 
on the dot-rnstroke. The blade of the sa~1 t-:as corr0:only 3 ... t 1 d 8 .. 1,.. ., h ,,.....~ . -. 1 . .. . ..,. .... .. "' . -•• I • ong an in. r.~.1..g • 'Jne ScivJmJ..2. operc t.ea 1n0rr 1e:1 c;_::·:·:..1.:. 
but 1t served the purpose.· 

Tanneries 

In 1841, there were 6 tanrieries in ncckl2nd Cour:ty 
and 3 oi" ttem \'1ere in Ramapoo Fou1~teen years later {1855:: 
there v~·re 2 tanne~ies in Rockland, of 1.-.rhicl1 1 ~Jas in 
Ramano • ... 

'l'he tanr.e:ries of the 1~cme-spun Age i,;ere located j.n 
tiny establ ~ sl~ments around the cCthfflty. The tanner~­
work was taught to tim by his parents or relEtives ~r~ 
had been tan~ers bcforet,im~ FBr~ers took t~eir hides end 
gave them to the community tan.t~er. 

The very first thine done to the hides brougr.t jn 
was to take a razor-sharp knife and cut into a small 
corner the initials of tbe 01-Int~r. TI::e first sten in . . 
processing the hide was to remove tb.e tcil, lez5 end l:eaa. 

To 1~ve the hair frm a sh~:p o~ l:,,mo, the sldn 1ras uoi ste~ec.1 
and stacked in pil~s so that they .,>4"'02.ild nS"";-;eat". A?tar thG: ;11c1-es h2,d 

sweated s.vbi1e1 the hair 'c~d. be ea.stly pu..Ued cut~ T"11-e co-u 11~-:i.r w~?.~ 

occa.sion..rul.y m-.rcated7 but the ~-0re usu.eJ. pl"Oeeedu,...-re "tl.~s to 1;ut the hit.'~ 
in e. ·.,--at of li~e so tha:'c it ~rould slip of°'f. Aftei~ ~ l19oir ~;~<;; oi2, 
the l -1.m.e had to be cleaned off, Tb.e hides ~ez~ take~ ·~o a vat. P..ild J..c~~ 
ooa.l~ in bi-ate, a vltches bre~1. 'f'.ais mi:tuxe tra.s made up cf hea dsg~ 
salt, and water. Ne:.'t the hi~s ~-ere scl'iibbed and rinsed i.n pu.r'e ~""St~~-.":; 
prefemhly soft. NOH' the hid.es ~~l,,e re:id:t .. to be put in "'GOO ta.Du7ln.g 
liquor. Of-',en sh-~p skins -ae1~e tanned t.-:i:i.."th the ~-eel st.t. ll c,n.. Fc-Y: 
tanning emf.aides and cal.fsktns, hem.leek 01.- ·oak bark "t-ra.s c~ly us .. ~d-~ 
Hemleek ~ eestJ to obtain, but 1·~ ™ believe~ that for har~~s~ leo.:th~r., 
oaI! b-S.S St-"P!¼rior. 



All. tanneries needed s~ral. vs~, each of th.s being about fc,ur 
feet ~P and si~ feet square. '!hey were S1mken into 1.be ground so 
tlm.t only a smaJ 1 part of their topa at.ood above the ground. 'lbe t&me~ 
would fill the vat 1n th! followiDg way: a layer of gn:1-.md bark on t.~ 
bottal.\, then a hide, bark, bide, until the vat 'W'a8 filled up. F.r.oo1 
Um to time; the vat waa cbecked and 1i- necClsaa~;, more bark ~ e.d.d=­
e•iQ The hides carwmJy lay 1n the vat for apprmclmately six monthaa 
It was genexaay ~itsved that soa1dng for a longer period of tina 
improved the produet. It waa often a year until. the biclea were ret~--­
ed to their rightf'ul ~o 

After the ctJDpl•te tanning process, the hicec were wa.abed and hL~~g 
on poles in tbe loft" The hides needed only a .ma11 amount of air but. 
not so li t.tle that they would a,ld. When dJ7 ~ tbe bide was scraped., 
and rubbed w1 th tall aw lanq,black. 1he hair sicle waa then rubbed smooth 
to give it a polisho Then tbe tann~ leather was :retuzned to its at., .. ner. 

~Ka4ITBS 

In the Borfecpun Age I there was no olcel" or more honorabl.e ooeup-s-t~ 
ion tMQ the bl~k,.cmri th., Before tMt era of motor wbicl.ea, there wa~ 
a blackszrdth. shop at Marl,- eveey f'our cornen. Blacksmithing, oo~­
ehoving add wagon mld ng were all. part of tJ2e blackem th•• wo~ko 

~ sm1 ttw voul.d take the glowing 1:ron ott t.b.e f1 re, ~.,n you 
would hear a clang, clang on the anvil (an iron bloc~ on whieh m:!tal 
pieces are made by bmmering) 9 °i~nert there would be eJaDe sparks as be 
ehaped the shoe. A--Pter this he would na11 1 t into the horae 11 e hoof''" 

, There were, 'Mfq' blacksad. tbs tools, such as a forge, bell.ow-a, 
mr:t~l, vise~ toogs, hmme1*, nippl.es:, poker, nails, file, lmife, bar 
traa, pre-shaped shoess, cotton, 1eather pads, rubb!:r shoes, tripod, 
leatmr ap1'0D &nd tar" 

Bl~lrsmt+Jw ll9ds t,b:lngs a. home shoes, chains, tl~--~ shoes., &Ds, 
axle, bvsaeTS, hoof picks, wheels and tiresQ ~re ware al.sc t:.-:.:~(~•esse~, 
lock81 and M1M tor~ 'Wbeel.!lo 

In 1859 tlle~ we,:e 20 bla.ekami tbs abc_pe in Bamapo. We do not ha:ve 
an:I' ftgurea for Rookland Colmty for other yearso 



WAGON Am> Sl8IGBMAI<Im 

A wagon maker before tJn Civil war was caJJed a wheelwright@ 
A wbeelffight usuall.y made sleigba, alee,. All the iron vork was d~ 
by a blac:ksnd.tho i'his was called ironing att" 

!i)re two wheeled wagona were made than tour wmel.ed wagonSJo Th_ig 

was IIO bee&UM i:hey ¥ere easy to Dme\tVer and were clmp]e to mak&o 

Bl.g wheels were ueed because thay could stradtl1.e smalJ. ob~5" 
'l'be.," wre gcod because ~ did not wear ou.t aa eaaily and they trawi.1 .. -
ed bett,er on rough or IIWic\v roads~ 

1'he vagona were aoatq- wood. ~e wood we wmally white oak o~ 
white a&h"' 

1nla hubs were ~ hickory er wh1 te elm,, 'Ibey' were made fi-r4 
A9l l trees or biu limbao ~ wen sawed int.c 'bl.ocks cf ~ de~~~d 
lAmgth and shaped with a band 82 and a dmwi11g knife. Twel.W: spo~~ 
w.re UIPt9lly put an a vbeel" The wee1s ftre ~aatened on the axle vith 
a l:l.nchp1n. 

Arter the Civil War the occu;pat1on of. wheelvi~t c&.me t-o an endo 

By 1855 there 1:1e:re 7 wagon uaJdng establisbmenta in &ck.land 
County. rJone ~ them wel°f! located 1n Bame.po. 

:wERIE$ Ara> DIS1' tI,I.PIFS 

In 1845 tl1ere were 102 breweries snd 211 dist:llleriee in Nev York 
Stateo In 18416 ~klsnd County had one c11st1lleey SDd by 1855 the~ 
were 2 di!lt1Jler1ea 9Dd 1 b~•l'Y in the eouutyo 'lbere we~ none 1n 
baapoo 

In the states u a. ~, dtstillerlee wn moz,a i q;,ortan:t than 
t.be breeries., Oat ot (,o counties, 45 had a:t least 1 di~{>; 
!&)st of tbell were in Du.tchesa, OrarJ09, and mster =amities" n~can 
wt.almy" ranged f'rca 22 to 25 cents per gellano Liquor was ewl.d tiO 
an only. It was served at ~M:lnga, funerals wd f•tival oecs.slomi<) 
Bntn preacbe:ra drank 11..~!UOro 

Die general impression, as tar u • lmO\f, :la that people tb1nk 
that the Boae:spun Age waa an age ~ farmi.Dgo But we baft found that 
it vu also quite inchmtrialo 



_ ... 

cJ ome IJ✓ dusfr/c...J 

Of 

C ens.us of /-/2 e Sf-a fe o-f Aew fort JhanKln ~uj 
,¼Ple At. o-f Es-tb!tsh- Ith f?eq I /I.I /7 loafs 

/7Jer.-f:s 

AJ rt'cu l~rq I ka'5 I 

-i-Im'° le /??en 1s 
I.If J r .. J 

I IQcnioe. V/J'fJS 

lw1i?e.+ 1/Lt 

Ma nu foe,-fttrers 

Woolen Clof h +­

farn 

Tobacco+­

C13or 

3 
I 

I 

Eslc.fe. 

lfJooo 

-r /lae-h1/1e7 
#; 000 

if Jooo #gooo 
II' s.s,ooo ✓Jt CfJO 



- • IHE 

,..,. u1 tc4ii1Mr ....,...,iO?"'~...,,•.....,.• _.. .. -... 

________ , __ --1.A~~il:_'C.iJ\ c~_.,,utAt~u~fi\· '~, ...JTW. o~\ ~( --~r--U-LJ~-+---..=3::__ ____________ .. 
t . I 

9.nd l ttt> iv.t(\i.!.Jf1.JlD.k1i~---Q--r --.. ----+-----------.... - ..... .._ __ --
_;a _ ...... .. ....... ..-. .... ,_ ... _.tku;hn,e s b ~ c 

-

··--,.,. 

\ 
• 

,..., 
t. 

• ii ,_,. , • ...........,. __ ,._ 

7
-

U?il.. __ -1-__ ,.;__ __________ ,.,._~ 

L 
a , 1 , Ii ,. me aen;z 

--Z..o 
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TRA~S.PORTA?!Oli 
- aRI • _,u 

1n. thie l8o0 ii el foot travel ll88 tbte ?aOtgt C(PJfflk)l] and the ~~a.pe~t­
U!thod ot t~t:ag 1.n Jl!aepc=- s~tt1f.-~r.-a eking a. j~ =t):f a corut,1'-•-­
~mble diet.&~~ ·\ICU.ld Dke ~.b-~ trip by bo!"'"M,. ~ pa~ ~ hy t~~~ ;; 
eOW!i and othe~ an.t:&al.A1 azt ~ll aa Indian t.ra.11!1 end t~ cr:.1de ~Ja-~w 
~d by th!:r~ ·tra~e~ lat..-er· t:u.l'!led into ms.in res& of ~ 'I\:Miatd.p. 
of Bamapo .. 

__ .,._, __ _...,_:c•-• ..,._,_, __ ,...-...,res..,:es 

T.he ~ ~o.-npi ~ ~ N.:~t f!&lled the ilbarcy' R..~ anci :f ,.~ ·1 g 

one ot tht rJl.di!s't pc~t ~ 1n tJJe Sta~,> ~ ~~tiOD of th~ ,tt~d 

.D.ee:r- Suff'~m ~ ~~ U!pOrt&r.it to tlle Um. t;e~ Statea tllat the :~v 1•::,~i 
statie Legiala:tur~ p.es~d an kt- in the 18oo~e allcving ~ f~~t1~.,,~ 
o:f ~ ~- Turupikrt: ~-an;.v ,1 ~ ~~ ·m.a t.be ~'?:' -t/J ~'t-~fi.,tgh.-~-
~ and ~ the r.oad for twnty Gil~$ through 'the twaa-P<-~ ~d) -~ 

Since that re et.ion ~ ~tJ.y wilderness at. -that t'ime ~ th:~ S-t.a:te .r f.t;.l. r~ 
we iecad wouldn;)t b<e kpet p~rly un.les~ :tt. ~ p:rlva:t;ely O\Ar~-i .. 

1n 1814 tht! Stat-e ~gta:ts:tu.~ passed ~ Mt f~r the Ant.~ !k-id 
w~~~~bn91n'j," ~--~.£t ~=- ifl;~..ft~ +-~ "! 1:ffi?'i~~' 41k,\....,..~ n, ___ ,,,.,=,:u~,-ia-u ~...,~_,; . 'ht.1'it ,s-h~ ~ 

g,,§~~ ~~ ~~.M.j!..t.-.Ae Y~~~ ~ .. i ~'-·--~ ~ LKI-Y~~-:,.'!.-a.W 6~~-i,, ~·~ •~4• -.F~~:-"-" 

fA,jk was ~ s.e~mred., 

_ In 1816 tlle leg18ls.tVN ro~ a ~~ 1~ bu.11t"l th.?.: ;'4r~-..k 
. ~1~ :frc.vi Sttffern t~ ~ beea:use ~ in.1.and mnt~.f.~t:~ar~~ t!lt~-~p 

- ~-d a q:J.ie;~r manffl r.of ~tti.ng thei?- goo,,ttgJ t.c .. t;~ Had&~ Bf~~~-

In. l823 ~ tta.t.5l :t:~ lre~~ t.~ ,Jobnson~Pillm Rcadj th~ ·~1.~f' 

~ikc wbi,cll, ~ th~ ~~t Ut£~lXf,:t6btp ~old lf..ing.'i ~i.;, ~ngw~-✓-.;Xii 1tr~~~ 
tlle Oli South. ~d t.,o N3·acA£:.~ the Stat.$ ~oad~. th® Old P~)t.1't ~ce.~i~ t~i' 
....... ~1... o .. , ..... M~ _...._ ~~ t. ~- ... -:rJt ~ ............ 1 ~?.a.,,,. -c:..... ~. · ~ ..... -.:r ~ """~ ·.,r.c.,"'.01 •.. 
.;:1'()!..-~ ~U. 1£;() ~~A~ \~.J.•:J. .-l!J:.ttg~ :i:~,9 ~ ,'l~;ffl~~r8,'Lf ~~ ·'.~~.~ ~-.wr;r .:t;ci'..,:;:.,'(~;,::, 

~,.nr_p1le, ·wJ.cll -~ .f'i~t ~i if& a e~~ ~1:xm.try r;~lag@ fl,..~.;. 
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As settlements grew, the de.man.ds of sociel and business life 
depended more and more on tbese roads for transportation .. 

l4oat of the travell:\g on the roads was done in buggies, wagons 
or en horseback, but ttare was one road on which the stagecoach tl~vel-­
ed. The Orange Turnpike route was troaa Sloat.sburg to the New- Je:r~y 
J1ne. 

The stagec~hes were usual.l.Jr very unc<Dfortable. Along the tiay 
the~ were stopping placies wbere the horses were changed and where 
the people could get out and stretch. If it was meal-tim the pas~­
engen would eat. Stagecoaches were not al.vaya sate: · cften they 
collided and over-turned .. Passengers were 8<1Detimes aeriouaJ.y h~;. 
In the winter ·the atages often had l"WUlers put on ~ir bocy and would 
tmvel by WS¥ of tl1e BuMou on the ice. 

0.0. tbe aany highways throughout Rockland County there were 
numermu1 taverns at vtd.ch travelers could stop to rest and eat. 

Not mu.ch is known about the taverns in Bame.po, but there WS9. ooe 
tavem in &L-Pfem. W&nmlaker ~ s Tavern on the northern side of the old 
Post Road. It was owned by Cornelius Wa.namker. ihere was also the 
John Yeary tavern south of the f~sey station. In the Coe halPstead, 
John D .. Coe kept a tavern and the villa.ge st,0re'> J.n 1829 the "'est 
Bemp.-tead Post Office ws also established in t,.hi,a building. BensGn !' E 
tavern vu another t.a.wm in Jiamapo whicll was a short dist.a.nee ea.st­
ward of the turnpike. 

Jlaireratrav, the third oldest village in ltocklsnd County, had 
aeveral t&Yorss. 

De Noyelles Tavern 

1'he imrern was south ot the village, upon the bank of tne Hu&k~ 
It!.~r. ~Jr. De Noyelles erected the bu11ding, which was originally in'1'3 
ten&.~ for a tavern, but it was used for the ~thodist headquarters 
until 1810. 
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Van .Bc,uten Irm --------
Thi~ Inn still stands 1n Haverstraw oo Frcmt .:street., facing t-~tk: 

Hudson B1,1er. The upper floor of ~ Inn is just as it was \llben it 
was r,sed as a ta,1er'n.,. 

a -MAI C ...... - ,,,,,,,.,_ .... ...,. I•. 

'Old Red ~tavern~ -~ Ha.nuet ~ s fir9t ImJ ·" was on the old main .t=f:<~ .. 1. 
betw~..n Suff'em and Piermont~ It was operated by FIJter ~~t.> ..._}·g~ -~ 

until his death in 1839 .) Afterward. his ~oo be~ InnkeeJ)!::r . 

...uuuoa ar •r&uc 

The ,;llouae'; vu Nyackt's tirst hote.l.. It W{! built in 1822 au 
?~htn St:n;et. It had tvo stories and an attie .. 

A need t'tJf a better and quieker t~~atioo was ~:rea-~r.; e.t. 
Ramapo, ·oeca.U8e? of' l~ devel~nt of OlaJlu.f&c'ttl-~n.g intere~t~, 

To try and a;olWt tl:d.s probleinJ.1 two ~~k nen decided ~ a~temiti: 
to bu11d a ~teamboa.t, called ~ °C'Z'ft.r'~e~~.. f.;tany· P'$<'.JP.le: t<>.;;k ~- ~loti?ly 
viev of the project.) 

Henry Geaner~ Joon G~n> ~Mdn. B.la.ck.leage and oth~~" 0!.?, 

~Ju1y- 12th> 1826, issued a stat.eu.ent to which l1 men Slili~c-ril~<i.'" T:"~ 
amount rai!!ed 'WU $103 850 and oo September l, 1326:, the ~on~t f\>J( 
its building was made vi.th Henry Geaner .. 

The bci1t 1;1~ fini!Sbed. and re~ tor l:tter engine on t.f.&.:-·-t~h l~.,~-~· _:, 7_~"",= . 
&r -fuel was. W'ood.J SlJ%e cf t~be freight and passenger :m~r:t i!l tho~'Y= 
-~ ~ listed be.low! 

Pas~m - 2~ -·­
Chil.dren - 12-~ 
Roffe&: & ~~ij - - 75¢ 
Ca.11:1ee ~ 25¢ 
Shiagle~ per 1000 - $.l .. 00 

BQ;~ - 25¢ 
Salt ~r load. - 5o¢ 
Pl.ma par ~l - 12-}¢ 
Boxea of $08.p or cant{l.e~ ..... CEef 
&:>~s-, gigJl & drive~ -- $1. 5c, 



Altoough th?: r.Ora.ng.-e 1
~ cocldn 11 t~ keep up t.o her t:lD~table, thi:~ 

~..nt~'llr'e proved a .ucc-eas and not tna?\Y pa.asengers ~ax;pla.1.ned of tbt~ 
d~lay. 

RAILROADS 
,,,., -

The Erle Rail.ro&d., il~ tl2 roo.cl~.., opened up the county 1-rt th a 
g:uicler ae~ of transport.aticn. 

Ckl January 15, 1831, the first pioneer locoraot~iv-e drew a t~nl~a.d 
of passenge~rn au. too lout.b. Carolina Railroad. One of the pass~~~ 
Wti BeIJr,y L. Pieraoo of ~po, New York-) 

&c~ the trip wsa S?o ~~~eess.ful., ~nry Piers(.ill became intc1lt~~?i>* 

ed in buil.ding a railroad in the eoutbe:m. pa.rt r.:;f New Yo:rka ~ al~-M) 

in~•ted bi~ brother-in-lav $ Ele·azo1· Lord, 1n the pl.an. On l\~rlJ. ~ ~'!"~ 

1831:, Eleazar Lord be-cane the first president of the .l\1ev York snd E:tl~ 
Ba.i.l.~~ Campany~ It ~ inc~Jrated by a sp:e~>al. kt. ~f too I\fe--~r :'!(~Jtt 
Stat.e legi !!la.tu.re .. 

According -to the -~gina.l C".na.rtel" ~,btained i.n 1832, tre trae.k c: 
couldn "··t pasat the Sta~ line int.o ?Jew .re~~. Because of thi~ _pr~b1~.l1'tp 
the neare!!t ac.-ces~ to I\few York City WM at Pi.!rm,:,nt. In 1836 vcrlt 1a""22~ 

~tarted. ·!'he ~at.iooa on tbe 1..1..ne eBi1t t,-, we~t were Spring Va.1.1~y, 
Mr-.n~y, T&.llms.n, Suffern, Hill.burn, Bamapo, Ster..lington and Sloats,burg.. 
~ p!!:opl® of the Tolm8bip we:re inte~sted in th~ road mainly becaug.1~ 
it- st:ret~d almo:Jt t:1.1e wcl.e lengtb of :Ramo.po f'ran ea.st to "~~t .. 
~y re~ide:n~ along the. line granted a :free right t>f ~'"8.Y a~~ the:tx· 
propartie~ and ~d t.c build at,d keep the fenee~, whil.e many ?-C•ple 
~seri'b~d ~o its at.ock., in SCiII! cases paying for 1 t in labor and. 
material ™din~ btu1ding -of tba .line. ~ae ~t& wre 
~grett.ed b~ 11JNJ~V a.ft..erward.,. 

In t.be winter of : . 2-; and ~, 4o tie track which llad begun to be la.id. 
at. t~ rlv-sr reached t~ He.~?:m Brldge, which was a road criOti~l.ng a.b4,ut, 
.11 nd.1e8 esat of the Suffern ata:timc 

~; road wbicl:l. &~eJ Suffern ~ the soo.tJl, ncv a 4. l9J1€.: 
. k ,E .j..'1-,,. ~-. d -o,..-. D ...... .:I.., _d ~ .i ..... • , Cl.C 9 ?:: t' T.rat! , &.~; ~ 1.a:teNOO aD. ~po ~-LA~ , openea. .u ""'~ ~~;::n. ~s. -~J!'\-

~ to the Stat€ U.n.e.. It ie coonee;t~d with the cld Erie Bail~ by 
the Union Railrcad, 79/100 Gf a mile long~ and lin~ Suffem t.,~ !~;e:v ~­
"fork Cit~t in tbi2 manner:~ Suffern by Union R,,lt, to Sta:te .line, Stat~: 



.line· -t~-:, Pa:t.e~~r~ by ?a.'t~~rm [~ &msy.: E o R.: ~ Pa:t,e~~:,n t,::; Je~,a,~;:.;l Ci ~1 ,: ~/ 

Pat.et~ca1 &: J~reey Cit'~{ R.R.~ ih!-!~ t~ ~ f€,~d. s eont;lnu:.'.'.1illf:-~ 
line~ and a.ll wa1~ leased to t~ in.e C~ in 1852, and nc,J ff,;-:;JJ Yt:1.;.: 
main line of· that, road. be~ Sutt~m ano. Jersey City. 

4~ d.ew.{L~...Dt (ti: better t~cm~ati.oo fu tba ~cun'ty du:l:~_ng. 
the: 5:-.me~un . ._ ~lpad the ares to grow and p~r. 



E n.u C A T ! 0 }i ..... --- ._., ....... --- --- .... ...... ..... 

0 If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, 111 a 
state of civilization~ it expects what never was and 
ne,rar will be c '' 

Thomsa Jefferson said this at the very beginning of 
the fight for free public education in the United 8tstes~ 
Re, alon~ witr1 George Washington, James Madison.,. and many 
other leaders, foresaw the need for free public education~ 
fffany more people saw the need for free education., too~ 
and worked for it in their communities. 

In 1812 the New York ~tate Le~islature passed a law 
bssed on the need for public education 1n a country whe~e 
people could vote. Under this law, money from a perma­
nent state fund was to be given each year to school dis­
tricts on the basis ot populat,ion. School districts 
could not receive state aid ur1less the town put up an 
equal amount of ~oney* The state and town money was sup­
pc1sed to be used only for teachers' salaries. The local 
school district was expected to pay for the schoolhouse, 
fuel, and other running expense~o 

The money given by the state, town, and district was 
usually not enour,h to run the schoolo The rest of the 
money was made up by the parents or the children poing 
to school, depending on the number of children in each 
family goin~ to school, and the number of day~ they 
attended school. Often the district ~ot out of the red .... 

by n~t payinr the teacher! 

In 1814, the lep:isla" -.!.•8 passed another law called 
the rate-bill system. ?ar~ats who could not afford to 
pay to send thei-r cl11ldren to school could siyn a pau­
per~ a oath, 1n order to pet thelr children in without 
paying. r;Tany narents ~1ere too proud to s1p.n tl1e 01=1.thi 
and therefore many poor children did not t!,O to sc'.1 ·-ol ... 
Often farn1.11es, who had sip-ned the oath, were ma66 io 
feel inferior., 

The Free ?chool T~w was passed by the state legis~ 
lature in 1849. rt established free schools throughtj~t 
the state. Before it became a law, lt had to be ttcted 
on by the voters of the state o {This is called a refer­
endum a) Al though the people passed the law. by a large 
majority, t1.:.i~a was a lot of opposition to lt, espe­
cially 1n t1.L\,,i rural districts. Rockland County voted 



for the law# but moat of the Tovm of Ramapo was against it, 

Following are some letters written to the Rockland 
County Journal for· and srainat the "Free School T..i&wn. 

Here are some letters supporti11g tl1e "Free ~chool Law'f. 

October 12, 1850 

"And now, l}"r. E>iitor~ please tell me why inost of our 
town and county offioers are opposed to the Free School r.iaw. 
Is it because they are afraid the young and rising genera­
tion will be wiser than themselves? Is it because a good 
education would prove an injury to them? Or is it because 
the parents sre afraid it would cost a little money? 

''The roughest stone sometimes when hewn~ I oduces the 
best polish; so a good education will produce c fine char­
acter, a good law-Fiver~ a pious divine, and an excellent 
orator. In fine, it gives all that is noble and grand. 
r.t draws out all the powe11 s of the mind and enables the 
possessor to adorn and beautify the path of life in which 
he may be called upon to walk." 

Signed, "C" 

November 2, 1850 

"The cause of education in the cause o:r Libey,ty. 
1N·1 th 1 t Tyranny is impossible. Ignorance in eve-ry age 
has proved the stron~est ally of despotism~ while en­
lightenment has ever been the handmaid of freedom." 
Opposition to the school law is due to "The meanest of 
human passions - the passion of avarice. 17 

Signed, "Free Schoo_ 

February 1, 1851 

nA feeling of self-interest, too, will prompt every 
rational man to sustain the Free ~chool I.Aw. Ipnorance 
is the fruitiul parent or crime, and if we do not build 
the schoolhouse~ we must be prepared to erect the jail; 



if we do not pay the schoolmaster, we · .. .r.lst uay the jailor 
and the constable.n 

Signed, "F1 ae Schoolstr 

FebrUS!'Y 25, 18'71 

"In a government like ours, it is highly necessary 
and urgent that those from whom go·rernment emanates should 
acquire the information and 1ntell.1gence which will fit 
them to discharge the high functi<,ns of citizenship." 

People also wrote letters arainst theFree School Law~ 
Some of them follow. 

February 1, 1851 

"Look st emigration how i~ is flowing in upon us, how 
many thousands in one month. 'L'he friends of the Free School 
Law say the property of the ~tate must educate them, for 
th.ey are to rule us. Mark it~ fo~eipners to rule us." 

S!rned, "Farmer" 

1850 

"I have seen the day ·.,hen I was $·2,500 in debt; would 
you not suppose I had eno~gh to pay without ~iving my 
neighbor a chance to vote his debt on me? Is this our 
boasted freedom? 

"Before we bad a SclLO0l Fund we co11ld rule our schools 
as we thcurht proper. Oti-~ districts were peaceable and sll 
was quiet. Everyone would do his share towards building 
and repairing; wood was brourht by those who had it, and 
the children were all warmed by it. But now comes this 
Alban,- ruler, who has be\3n binding us with c·obwebs until 
the~ have become cords not easily b~oken ••• I hope 
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not for this miscalled Free School - this monster ir1 i;he 
shape of a lamb. If thia is not 8oc1al1am in its worst 
ahspe, then I lmow not the meaning of the word. 

"Vote yourself a school., vote yourself a farm, are 
signs of the times. I hold to the divine command- b:v the .. 
sweat of the brow shalt thou earn thy bread. Bo~ Jovetous 
a disposition th1s is riving way to. 

"In a1ludinf to the Fsstern States, with ell their 
schools# we have there the ett1eatest samples of immorality 
and vice, the teacher becomes a murderer. It ia there we 
read of lads scarcely in their teens advocating tha doc­
trines of t~dame Sue, a Paul de Knock, a De Brisbane, snd 
Jq~t of all, H~~ace Greeley, with all the ieme of the day~ 
A1:~1-Rent1sm, Free Schoolism, Agrarianism, Socialism -
this is the doctrine of Red Republicanism which ia enfen­
dered in France, end now r1sin~ up among us." 

Signed., "Farmert' 

29 Percent of the people in Ramapo were for the Free 
School Law, and 70% plus were a~ainst. In Clarkstown 41% 
wanted it, and 59% didn 1 t. But in Haverstraw 75f wanted 
it, and 25% didn't. or~ngetown had 37% who didn't want 
the Free ~chool Law., and 63%, who did want 1t. Altogether 
in Rockland County there were ssf who wanted the Free School 
Law, and 47% who didn't. 

In 1851, the State Legislature passed another Free 
School Law. This set up a yearly property tax of f800,0CO 
to aid public schools throughout the state$ but the hated 
rate-bill system was still kept. 

Finally, in 1867, the rate bill was ended by the f':Late 
Leg1slatureo Now all children 1n New York ~tate could go 
to elementary school, whether or not their parents wera poor. 

While New York state made a great deal of proF.ress dur­
ing this time in giving children an elementary school educa­
tion> the quality of education was not very high. In 18601 
the nublic schools still taught the three F's - reading, 
writing and arithmetic - plus some ~eography, and a bit of 
American history. The standard method of teachinp was for 
the students to memorize information and repeat it back to 
the teacher word for word. tTeny school buil~ings we1:e in 
bad renair~ many had no playgrounds, and many h~d no priv­
ies~ accoroin~ to a report of the State 8chool ~uperinten-
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dant in 1846. The average monthly ws~e for men :;eachers 
was e-14, and for women teachers, f·7 ~ 50. Teacher= were not 
well trained. 

By 1860, some progress h&d been mede in nr~vidin~ sec-. ~ . 

ondary public schools. There were 22 public h·. sh schools 
in the state. Most children who went to hi~h ~chool want 
to private schools., usually "academies" for br:s and nsemi­
nariee" for girls. Very few children went to ;ollege. 

In 1829 there were 34 schools in Rocklar.,· .. County, 11 
of them in Ramapoo Ramapo had about one-thi~~ of the schools 
1n the county, and almost one-third of the I ···1;1_~~ .. ation. This 
shows that Ramapo offered about the seme am(;·11.·:: of education 
as the county as a whole. 

Rockland County bad 2 6 449 children betHeen the ages of 
5 and 15 in 1829, and Ramapo had 790 of thu~1. However# only 
1,496 children went to school in the oountr, while 502 chil­
dren attended echool 1n Ramapo. In other ~:ords, there were 
953 children in the county who had no sch,ol1np., and 288 
children in Ramapo who did not go to schrol. 

~ch school in Rockland and Ramapo ·.1ad an average of 
44 children attending. School was kept for an avera~e of 10 
months in Rockland and 9 in Rsmapoo 

In Ramapo in 1841 there were about 8 school districts. 
In all of Rockland County there we·re 3:~ schools. In other 
22% of all the schools in Rockland wer3 located 1n Ramapo. 

During 1829 there had been 11 scl.ool dis .. :r.icts. irow, 
in 1841., there were only a, so they h~,d 3 more in 1829 than 
in 1841. 

The average scboc::. yeer in Pema)o in 1841 was 9 months. 
Rockland County's avera6e school yea~ waa only 8 months. 

Six hundred and sixty-five chi~ .. dren of school age lived 
in Ramapo in 18410 This was ona-fcJrth of ell the children 
or school age in Rockland county. 0nly 329 F.amapo children 
went to school; over half of the chtldren in Fsmapo d1dn 1 t 
~o to school in 18410 

In 1855 the number of school districts was again the 
same as in 1829. These schoolhouses were made of different 
materials. one was made of stone, t~ 10 of brick., and thirty-
one were .framed. 



The condition of these schools wasn't too bad, but .. 
it co11ld have been better. Three of them viare very good, 
23 were good, 6 were poor, and 2 were very poor. 

The to·tal value of the schools in 1855 was (22.,6'1- ") 
but in 1829 the total value was t7?~.16. So the value 
of the schools increased by ~21,861 over a period of 26 
years. In 1855 the average value for each school was 
a bout (,·665. 88 • 

Although the schools today are much better, and more 
childran go~ the people during the Homaspun Age also 
showed an interest in their children's education. 



VOTIMG 

In 1829, "2$ of the people in the c0W1ty who Ve.Te entt tled to 
vote lived in Bamapo. By 1841, this - had dropped to ~ 
e»d by 18551 only 1CJ'1; ot tba county~. voters lived in Bama.poo 

Irumber or ~ Ba.v1ng the Right to Vote 

Bockland County l, 173 

486 

1841 

2,076 

457 

1855 

3,S&l 

685 

In th! county as a ~hole, th! mmwJr of qualit':l.ed voters in-
cmaed 4~ batwen 1829 and 1841 and ~ ~ ~tween 1841 and 1855" 

But in ~-1'0~ then was a 4'/, clecrease 1n qualified voten between 
1829 8lld. 1841a Tbm bet;~ 1841 end 18551 they sga.1n inere~d by 
~io 

1855 is the onl~ year f~ 'Wlich we have accurate information 
about the male population of voting age in the town and county~ In 
this yaar) 411, c;t t.b9 aw living in t,.he county vere entitled t-0 vat~ .. 
In Baw.lpo, ~ p!reell'tage watA ~o 

0£ the 3,580 voters in Rockland County in 1855, 84~ of them wre 
native, aud 1$ were naturalized.. In Bem9.po 971> o~ all tbe voten 
were native. The county had 6 & l. 3rd tim• ~:re na:t1ve born votier~ 
than natmlizedfl Rama.po hsd 32 t:ims more indicating a heavier 
ecmcsntl'13.t1on of nat:lva bom voters than in tm re!.'St ot the Oaa.m:ty. 
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Year 

1836 

181,o 

~ 

1852 

l.856 

l&So 

Presideiltial Votes 1n Rockland 
County 1836 -nlSOO 

C&ndidate 

MartinVanBuren Dem. 
WiJ J1 c ITeDry' Harrison \lh.ig Repub. 

MartiDVan.Bunn Dell. 
W1111411 litm'y BarrJ.9011 lh1s ~ llepab. 
Jama G. l31mey AboliUon18't 

Vote■ Total 
yotee 1n .. Coun:tY 

1045 
371 1416 

1657 
6~ 

n.cne 

James Knox Palk • · 1679 
llem-y~ Witts Bepub. 794 
James G. Bimey Abolit1cm1st l 2474 

1.ewia Ca•• Dem. 1064 
lach9ry-lor Whig. lepub,, 918 
Manin Van Buren So11er 268 2250 

Jlnnkltn Pierce Dell. 1788 
wutle1cl Scott tildg Bepub. 733 
John P. Kal• ~ee So:ller none 

Jame• Bw!banan · Dem. 1526 
JohnC .. ~ Bepub. 668 
i&•·· ._a~~ ~"ll ..). ... ~ -~~- ·. . -~ma Whig Repub. 931 3131 

stepbenDouaJ.as Uortb. nm. 2368 
Abraham Un~oln llepub. 1410 ms 
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