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PREFACE 

'rlwrn is a growing demand for the means of local geo­
graphical and historical study in schools, arnl this littk 
manual is intmulccl to meet this clmnand for the schools of Otsego 
County. It was originally prc1mre<l in manuscript for clam;es in 
the Oneonta. 8tate Normal school and now, with the approval 
and encouragement of the school commissioners and teachers of 
the county, is offered in its vresent form. 

In its preparation I have had the pleasure of visiting every 
township in the county, thus gaining information at first hnml 
awl from the most reliable sources. For cv(mts previous to our 
time, I have found excellent nrntcrial. 'l1110 history of the 
county from tho earliest times to 1878, by D. Hamilton Hurd, 
is very complete to that date, and I have, with permission, 
freely quoted from it. In addition to this I have had access to 
Camp hell's ''Annals of Tryon County,'' Bearclsley's "Remi­
niscences and Anecdotes," arnl Halsey's "Old New York Fron­
tier, ''-three works of sur1mssi11g intorest, together with a num­
ber of locnl sketches, inclmling Hawyer's "History of Cherry 
V nlley," Ward's "Annals of Richfielcl," Carnvbell's "History 
of Oneonta," Shaw's "History of Cooperstown," Halsey's 
"Pioneers of Una<lilla," and Hotchkin's "1Iistory of Mary­
land.'' I am also inclchtC<l to tho suverviHors of tho several 
towHshi1Js arnl to others for careful revision of tho township 
rnavs and of tho text, hy which the gnmtest accnracy has lmen 
HOClll'O<l. 

\Vhilo making this stncly, nn opinion vreviously formed lurn 
lmon essentially moclitied. 'rlrnt ()pinion was that forming in 
Otsego county had, owing to vrnstrn·n competition nncl other 
causes, ccasecl to he 1>rofitnl)le; tlrnt tlwrc were many nhmulonod 
farms, arnl that the rising generation thought only of getting 
away from tho ol<l homosteml all(l seeking employment else­
where. All such vic~ws must he clue to tho cfoprossion of former 
years, for they are no longer trnn to the fach,. 'l1lw increas~ in 
rural prosperity nvidcmt throughout the st.ate~ is lHllrnlly apparent 



in this region. Owing to the tendency of population toward 
the villages there arc some nhnrnlonocl farmhouses, hut there 
arc no ahnndoned form lauds in the county, arnl the intelligent 
nnd thrifty farmer is everywhme doing well. This improvement 
is most evident in the line of clairying, which is now the lencling 
nnd most profitnl1le industry. 

Otsego county has n most intoresting m1fl honorahle record. 
Its early settlers were uf good New Englnrnl arnl olcl Englmul 
stock, nnd their numerous descernlants here nrnl in the west, to 
which many of them have gone, mnst rend with interest the 
record of pioneer struggles, of vidory over savage nnd foreign 
foes, of hmoic strife for the Union, of modern culture arnl mt­
terprise. 

The study of geography properly commences nronnd the 
home. The perspective of world study is better from this stall(l­
point, and the children who become thoroughly interested in it 
will go cm to the study of their own arnl foreign con11trics with a 
clearer idea of its nature and importmwe. 'l1hc prnvailing int.en-­
est in local geography is therefore to lm enconragP<l by cwmy 
means, and it is ho1md that this littfo co11trilrntim1 to it 111ny 
prove acceptable to the teachers of tlw county. 

While primarily intended as a school toxt book, the rnqnirP­
mm1ts of the lmsiness world have also been kc1Jt i11 view i11 the 
preparation of this work. 'rho county arnl tow11ship maps, all 
from original clrawings, are thoroughly up to clatn, nncl the clo­
scriptive text 0011eerning routes of trnvo1, po1mlati011, post-offices, 
newspa1iers, business and manufacturing interests, express, tel­
graph and telephone fo0ilitios, commlmd it to all classes, whiln 
its business-like cprnlity can in 110 wiHu impair its m-mfnhrnss i11 
the class-room. 

E. F. B. 
(hwcmtn. New York. Angnst, 1~)02. 



OTSEGO· COUNTY 

IIISTORY 

L<>CATION ANI> PoLITICAI. (hrn;IN. 

'rH EOO COFN'PY is favorably sitnated upon the 
highlands at tlw head waters of the Susqnehmma 
ri vm-, a Ii ttle son tlwast of the ccn for of the state, and 

co11tnins l, ();~K s(1narn miles. It is bounded hy the 
following 1rn111ccl cmrntics: ( )n the 11orth hy Oneida, Herkimer 
all(l 1\1:ontgomcry; on thn <mst hy Hchoharie; 011 the south hy 
Delaware; aml 011 t.ho 'vvest by Chenango arnl Ma<lison. 

It was originally a 1mrt of Albany county, which was or­
gani'lecl in 1mm, a]l(l which covcrc<l n large section of the state, 
arnl the whole of the lffCStmt stnt.c of Vermont. In the year 
1772 Tryon cmrnty was set <>ff from Alhm1y comity. In 1784 
the w1.me 'Pryon was changrnl to Mm1tgomory and in 17Ul Otsego 
wns set off from Mont.gornm·y with Coo1icrstow11 as its county 
seat. As thns formecl the cm111t.y, nltlwngh with its present 
climensions, was cliviuml into only two t.ow1tships, viz: Otsego 
lying to the west of Otsego Lake and t.110 Susquehanna, and 
Cherry Valley to the cast. of those waters. With the increase 
of population these towrn,hivs were again a1tcl again snhllivided 
nntil the unmher is now twm1ty-funr, as shown iu the accom-
1m11yrng llHl.l). 

N ATFRAL F1◄:ATlTRE8. 

Tlrn snrfnce 11resents a great variety of hill aml dale with 
many hcantiful lamlscapcs. In every township are found ele­
vations of from 2()0 to 500 foet, among which flow a great num­
her of small streams. The greatest elevations are in Cherry 
Valley township, where several hills rise more than 2,000 feet 
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ahove tide. The most importnnt water courses nrc the Unnclilln 
river, whid1 constitutes the western honrnlnry, the Sus(1ue]unrnn 
HowiHg clown centrnlly from Otsego Lnke arnl constituting n 
portion of the southern boundary, Wharton arnl Butternuts 
creeks, flowing into the Urnulil1a river; Otego, Hcheuevus arnl 
Cherry Valley creeks flowing into the Snsquehmmn, nncl Oa]rn 
creek, the outlet of Canaclnrago Lake, flowing also into the Sus­
q_ucham111. Otsego Lnke, the largest bocly of wnter in this 
region, lies within the townships of Otsego, Hpringfield arnl 
Middlefield. It is eight miles long nncl nbout one mile wido. 
It lies about 1,200 feet above sen level, nnd is surrounded hy 
hills thnt rise from 400 to 500 fec~t above its surface. It is a 

lalrn of unsurpassed beauty, aucl many excursions are mncle np011 
it hv means of steamers and other pleasure boats. Its banks 
are also dotted with summer canqJS and cottages. rl1hiH lake has 
boon made famous as the sce11e of Cooper's Hovels, "r.rho J)om­
Hlayer, '' and 'ffrlic Pioneer.'' 

T1rn Srx NATIONS. 

This region, before the advent of the white man, has hem1 
described as au ''Irnlian ParacUse." It was a superb hunting 
ground, the home of the <leer, the elk, the moose, the bear, t]w 
oHcr, the martin, the wolf. the fox, the squirrel, and of numer­
ous water fowl, while salmon and other fish abou11ded in the 
rivers and lakes. 

The natives belonged to a famous Irnlian league called hy 
the English the "Hix Nat.ions," though the French applied tll 
thorn the general term ''Iroquois.'' 

It is well to know something of the origin nrnl history of 
this league, for the colonial settlers throughout the state had 
much to do with it. It is supposed to have heen forme<l ahont 
the year lf>OO, and consisted at first of five tribes-the 011011-
dagas, Oneidns. Mohawks, Cayugas, nml Senecas. Lnter it re­
ceived the 'rnscarorns, who came from North Carolina. It was 
with tho Mohnwks and Tnscaroras that the white settlers had 
mm,t to do. rrhesn Indians wore fierce and aggressive. From 
tho fnr caHt to the Mississivvi they were known m1d clrnadrnl hy 
other tribes, none of whom wore nble to resist them. "I ha\'(~ 
hoen tohl," snys Colden, "hy old moll in Nn,v Englnnd who rn­
mentl>or t.lw ti1110 wlwn tlw Mohawks mrnlo wnr upon t.lw 
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Indians, that, as soon as a single Mohawk was discovered in 
their country, tho Indians rnise<l tlw cry from hill to hill, 'A 
Mohawk! a Mohawk!' npon which they tlecl like sheep hcforo 
wolves without attmnvti11g to make the lem;t resistance.'' 

The fin;t whifos who came in contact with the trihes of this 
nonfrnlenwy were the French, who lived in pence with them, and 
the Irnlians aided them against the English in the "Old 
Frmwh war': (l 7G4-l 7(i3). Lnter, ,vhcn the English hncl tri­
nmphed over the French, they ma<le friendly treaties with those 
Indians and thus receive<l their assistance agninst the rehellions 
colonists. And so it happened that in the war of the Revolu­
tion the English, the Tories nncl the Irnlinns were corn bincd 
against the pntriots who were fighting for independence. The 
i-wntterecl settlements were almost defenceless against this strong 
coml>i11atio11 of enemies, and all the more so because very 
many of the best, men were enlisted in tho colonial army and 
thus were far from the homes tlrnt so much needed them for cle­
fencc. All the horrors of that period resulted from this condi­
tion of things, hut the Imlians, from their stnrnlpoint, had a good 
excuse for making war upon the patriut settlm·s, for previons to 
tho war they had ma<le a treaty offensive aud clefonsivo with the 
E11glisb, and as nllics were hound to join them in their war 
m>un the ''rebels.'' 

But at the close of i.he Revolution the J_>oor Inclinns 1mid n 
terrible venalty fur hoi11g on the ·wrong sicle in that struggle. 
At first tho feeling a~ai11st them was so strong that they came 
near being destroyecl or driven out of the state, lrnt through tlw 
influence of \Vashi11gton mid others they were assigned to reser­
vations, and nrnasnrcs were taken for their civili:z.ation arnl O<ln­
cation. '11hc fow Ill(lim1s now remaining in thu stat.ti nrn the 
drn-,cendants of those fiorco warriors uf the ol<lon tirno. 

Acc,mling to Hnlstiy, ''whih\ nwn nppoar to l111Yn hoo11 in 
1.hn 11JlJ.l<ff Hns<piehan11a valley in ](il(i, or ahont mw lrnrn1rml 
and sixty yrnns hoforn the revolnt.ion. 'l'hoy camn as cxplorcn, 
awl t.he11 a:-; t.ra<lorn. A fhir thorn in tho 11ext cm1t.nry <'-a1110 mis­
siornuies to the Indians. Fi1mlly. in 171>~1, arrivrnl Hnrvcyors. "* 

1" Tht• l'i1111Pt•rs of lTnn1lilla Villa1.w," l1y l•'r:111ds W. 11:tlsPy. 
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The first grant of land to white settlers in this region was 
made in the year l 7B8, and coHsisted of ahout 8,000 acres, 
located in the northeast part of the vresent, county of Otsego. 
It was granted by George Clark, the lieutenant governor of Nuw 
York, to four men-John Limlesay, .Jacoli Roseboom, Lenelet 
Ganesvoort, and Sybrant VanSchaick. The originator arnl 
leader of this settlement, Mr. Lirnlesay, was a Hcotcl11nan, a 11Ht11 
of wealth and culture. rrhe others, jrnlging from their 11a11ws, 

must have heen of the old Dutch stock. Their settlement was 
at Cherry Valley. 

These pioneers, with their families, suffered rnm1y priva­
tions during the first years of their setUernmit, arnl in tho wi11tm· 
of 1740-41, would have perished hut for the assishrn<·.(~ of a 
friendly Mohawk who came to them from the l\iohawk valley 011 

snow shoes arnl, learning their <lestitufo con<lition, made rq>nah1d 
trips tu his home, bringing back provisions. rl1his kirn li1m;s 
was the result of Mr. Lirnlesay's gf-merous treatmrnit of' tlw 
Indians from tho ho(?'inning. He had nrnffo tlwrn hiR l'aRt 
friends and receivecl in turn the samn kirnlness that \Yillialll 
Pmm ancl all other settlers experimicccl who wm-u just arnl fri(\lH I ly 
to tlu=ise trusting chihlren of nature. 

In 1741 the little settlement was i11cronsocl hy the arrind (lf 
fivo families origfrw.lly from t.lw nort.h of Irelnrnl. rrhu hc~nds 
uf these families wore Rev. Samnel DmilClp, David H.a1rnmy, 
vVi11iam G-allt, James Camplmll alHl \,\7illiam Dicks()n. rrlwy 
mklrnl ahont thirty versons to t.he comnmnity. Dnrillg the 1iext. 
fam years only fonr new families came. Mr. Lirnlusay hacl l'P­

t.irecl from the settlement, having gone into the military service, 
ancl trouble had broken ont wiih the Indians so that pr()gress 
was retarded hv constant fear of an Indian war. In l 71i2 thr.rn 
were only eight families, nncl dnring the Fnrnch and Irnlian "·nr 
it became necessary to build n fort at Cherry V alloy, at which a 
I\0llllmny of soldiers was stationed. But no serious h()stilitins 
took place, and at the beginning of the Revolution the setUonwnt 
numbered three hundred persons. 

The town of Edmeston was settled about 1770 by Col. Ed­
meston, a former officer of the English army, who rocciivrnl a 
trnct of 10,000 acres for his services in the Fre11ch war. 

Hartwick elates from a grant made t.o .John Christopher 
Hartwick, in the year 17111. 
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In Laurens the first settlement wns mmle hy ,Joseph Ma) all 
in 1774. 

Midcllefi.eld was fmttlecl in 17:55 hy \Vm. Cook nrnl others. 
In 177B Ebenezer Knapv from Dutchess cmmty settled on Bnt­
t.mnnts meek in the town of Morris. 

Increase Thnn;t011 and Be11jarni11 Lull settled in New Lis­
ii<Jn in 177B. 

}leury Rchramling and fa.mi lies hearing the names of Ymmg 
awl Algor settlecl in Oneonta townshiv hefore the Revolution, 
lmt the exact clntc is not known. 

rrlrnrc were several other smnll settlmncnts within the prosellt 
limits of the connty before the Revolution, n.s at Milfonl, Ex­
dm·, Unacli1la, nrnl Ricldielcl Hvrings; !mt they assn nwd 110 

i111port.a1we until after the war. 

(h:-;1,:w> CouNTY DuRr:,n THE R1,:vor.u·1·roN. 

l TJJ to the time of the Revolution the settlers in this rngi()n 
hncl 111mHlgf~<l to keep on tolenthlv go(J(l t.c-mns with tho Irnlians, 
!mt with the outbreak of the war of i11clt11mrnlencl1 a great chm1g0 
<iccnrrecl. Tt was a quest.ion which side tlrn Indians wonlcl take 
in the impernling conflict. 'rhey would 1mrluq)S have sicfo<l with 
tho colonists or rernainecl neutral hml it not been for tlw ov1><is­
i11g inf-l.nonco of one mn11, Hir vVilliam .Johnson, who hacl lrnig 
hmn n111m1g thorn as the agent of thn Rritish govmnmcmt, all<l 
who had dealt very justly with them. 1:rhis man funnel means 
of unitiHg five of the "8ix Nations" against the patriot sett1m·s. 
rrlie Oneiclas, although friendly to the British, refnsecl tu fight 
against the colonies nud consequently their territory was rnvagecl 
by the tories. Throughout the struggle the Indians, encour­
agecl by the English loyalists nncl tories, carried 011 a merciless 
warfare against the scatterecl and feeble settlements of central 
Now York nud Pennsylvnnia. 

In July, 1778, occurred the great mnssacrc of vVvoming, a 
villnge on the Susquehanna river in Pennsylvania, and in the 
following November a like fate befell the settlement at Cherry 
Valley. This latter disaster might have hecm averted if the 
warnings given had been vromvtly heeded by the officer in com­
mmul of the small garrison stationed at that vlace, for a fort 
hacl heon built aud all the inhabitnnts might have hecn brought 
within it. But the couuumltler, Col. Alden, seemed to doubt 
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tho truth of the warnings although they canlo in an official 
communication from the officer in comnrnrnl at Port Sclrnylm-. 
He was one of the first to he killed ashe rntreated, bravely de­
fending himself, toward the fort. In this mm;sacre th i.rty- two 
of the settlers together with sixteen soldiers acting as a guard 
outside of the fort were slain. 1,lrn fort itself, being defended 
with cannon, held out against the several assaults made upon it.. 
Failing in these attacks, the savages set firo to all the dwolli11gR 
outside the fortifications, and retreated clown the Cherry Valley 
creek taking with them as prisoners ahout seventy of the i1thah­
itants, though nearly all of these were soon released ancl per­
mitted to return in safety. r:rhe military post was maintained 
until the next summer, when it was ahandouecl. A second at­
tack and massacre in 1780 compelled the remaining inhabitants 
to flee for safety, and the place was thus entirely <lescrtcd until 
after the close of the war. 

'l1hesc and other Indian nrnssncres aroused the general gov­
ernment to an act of terrible retribution. A campaign of de­
struction was organi7,ed urnlcr the command of Generals Sulli­
van ancl Clinton, who rcceivO(l orders to attack and destroy 
without mercy all the villages of the hostile tribes of tho st.afo. 
General Sullivan, who was chief in commnncl. first marched from 
his cmnp on the Hudson (May 1st, 177~)), to the scene of the 
late massacre in the Wyoming vnlley. From thence he moved 
to 1,ioga Point at tho confluence of the Clw111m1g and Hns<1uc­
hmmn rivers and built a fort which he called :E1cnt Hnllivan. 111 
the monntime Gen. Clinton with 1800 men ascernle<l tho Mo­
hawk river, from the Hrnlson to Canajoharie. He thence macln 
the portage to Otsego Lake ·with the intent.ion of <lescmuli11g 
the Susquehmma river to ':I.1ioga Point.. there to form a jmwt.im1 
with Gen. Sullivan. He had transport.ml a large nmnlmr of 
boats across the country from the Mohawk for this vurpose. 
In these ho descmulecl tho lake, hut. fonncl tho river too low t.o 
float. them, u1m11 which ho <hwise<l a very ingmtious nrnm1R of' 
raising the water. He clammed nv the ont.ld of the lako nnt.i1 
tho water rose nearly three foot, Uwn havh1g all in rnadirn1Hs, 
and his boats dist.rilmt.rnl along tho banks, he cnt t.lrn <lam all(l 
so safoly floated clown on the swellilig cnrrcmt. 

'rlw Indians along the course of the river were greatly nR­
t.onislwcl at. this vlumommton. Irin,t. the wnhn- foll, arnl tlwn 
suddenly all(l without. any visihln cmrne, rmm, henrin.~ UJHlll its 



lirn,1n11 a hrn,ti In Jfod. rl'lwy rngarded th is as an i11terposit.io11 of 
the Ureat Npirit i11 favor of their mw111im;, arnl su fled in terror 
from tlwir villages, leaving the i11vadms to rnalrn their journey 
u11111olesh1d. ( )nly a 1iortio1t of tlw force k11pt to tho boats, t1m 
gn\ater part 111an•.hi11g along the hanks of the river. rriie j1111c­
tio11 with Hullivm1 was safoly made all(l the combined forces, 
now m1111lmri11g :~,200 men, advancml nort.hwanl 011 a miHsio11 
of' dtwast.ation thrungh tho ri<-.h Tnclinn settlrn11m1ts of tho Che­
n11mg all(l (·hmm,mi valloys. All the villages were burned, Ute 
11u11Hn-ons iine OJ't\ltards cnt dmvn, arnl i111me11Ro quantities of 
c.orn dt>stroyoll. rl'lw Iwlums, after making a brave stall(l arnl 
being· defoah\ll at Newtmvn, 011 the JJI"esm1t site of Elmira, Hrnl to 
tho prot1\ct.ion of the British forts at Niagara, aronud which 
Uwy ellca1111m<l arnl where they spellt the winter in great dis­
tress, lint t1mir spirit was not broken all(l they were soon again 
upon the warpath, eontiuning their llepredntions upon the white 
settle111e11ts until t1w close uf the Revolution. 

Ent the field of contlict was c.hm1gml from the Susquehmma 
to the Mohawk arnl t,clwlrn.rin, for on the n11vm Susquehanna 
there remained nothing to tight for and no one to fight. 8ue­
('Ossive conquests hy both parties had given the whole region 
back to nature and to the wilcl beasts. Almost the only human 
beings who now traversed it were those who followed the m1-
eient, trails on t.heir way to the now lmUh~ grounds beyond. 

It was thus that Otsego county, which had nearly a dozen 
white settlements nt the beginning of the Revolution, was an un­
inhabited wilderness at its close, but with peace a new era was 
soon to cla wn upon it. 

T1rn FoRMATION oF TowxRIIIPs. 

Gen. 8ullivan's devastating march made Central New York 
better known to the whites than ever before, and as soon as re­
leased from military service many of his officers and men has­
tened to return as peaceful settlers to a region through 
which they had so recently passed as destroyers. A great tide 
of emigration also set in from the New England states. 

The settlements made before the war and abandoned during 
the Indian troubles were also quickly revived as soon as peace 
returned, and from that time. the population rapidly increased, 
as is apparent from the formation of. new townships immetli-
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ately followillg the organization of the county iu 17\H. Be­
tween that date and the encl of the century, uinc years, eleven 
new townships were formed hy suhdivitling the orii.?;iual ones, 
viz: .Burlingtou, Butternuts, Exeter, Midclldield, J\1lilforcl, 
Pittsfield, Plainfield, Richfield, Hpriugfield, Unadilla. and 
\,Vorcester. Between 1800 arnl 1810 seven more townRhivs wern 
forme<l, viz: Decatur, Eclmeston, Hartwick, Laurens, 1\1:arylarnl, 
Nmv Lislio11, and vVrn;tfonl. Otego was formrnl in 1822, and 
( )neon ta in 18:30. :Morris was taken from Butteruuts iu 18-.rn, 
and Husebuum frum Oberry Valley iu 183:1:. 

Pu Pu I..\TION. 

rriiu 1iopulatim1 of Otsego county i11crl1asml with w01ulNfnl 
rapidity from its orga11i;1;at.iu11 in 17!)1 up to about. umo, sitl('l) 
whil·h ti111c it has re11iai11e<l nearly stationary. alth()ugh sonw ol' 
the villag<is have gained. In 17!)0 the povnlatiun uf the conrd.y 
was 1,702, in ltmo it was 21,liB.J, iu HHO it wm, m-l,H02, in lt-!20 
i_t was .JJ,8,j(j, and i11 umo it was 51.B72. rrlw largest lJO]Jlda­
tio11 rnconled at any ee11sns was lll lSSO, when it \Vas G 1, mn, or 
twenty-five 111ore than i11 J s:m. Siuee tlw11 Uw villages have 
gai11e<l ahuut six thousand, while Lhe rural J><>JHtlatio11 lia::; lo::;t 
morn Uian this 1rn111 lmr. In lS~JO the JHJJmlatiuu wa::; 50, t-l(iJ, 
and in UJOO it was 4H. U:3!). 

( hs1wo C'ouNTY IN THE ltE1:1<:1.L10N. 

( Hscgo contrilmted its full quota of men to the llllll>ll ean::;e. 
rrhe tut.al number of enlistments credited to the couuty was 
2, !J2G, distrilmtecl among 12~) regiments in all de1iart11H_mts uf 
the service-infantry, cavalry and artillery. The largest pro­
vortio11 of Otsego men were found in the :jlst, 7tH.h, 121st, awl 
132d reginieuts of state infantry, in the 3d cavalry, in the 1st, 
2d and Bd artillery, and in the 1st engineer corps. H7 P11listed 
in the U. S. regular army and 14() in the navy. In mldition to 
these, 52H are recorded as enlisting without mention of the regi­
ment or branch of the service to which they were assigned. 

'rhe bombardment and capture of Fort Sumter in Charles­
ton harbor in April, 18(-H, was the real beginning of the war. 
It was immediately followed by the Presi<lent's call for 75,000 
volunteers to defend the government and suppress the rebellion. 
':I.10 this call Otsego made a prompt response. A company 
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was organized at Cherry Valley of which George VV. 'l\1eker-
111an was cavtain aud Egbert Olcott and Cleveland J. Campbell 
liuntenants. It was however not quite soon enough to be ac­
<'lll,Jted for that service. Those were clays of prompt enlistment, 
awl the re<1uirecl 11umlmr had heen receive<l before the Cherry 
Va1ley com1_ia11y reported at Alhnuy. Its members joined other 
<~Olll]Hmics a little Inter. 

The next orga11ized movenwnt in the county was also at 
Cl1t'1T.Y Valley, ,vlwre tht) :J!lth regiment of New York State Na­
t io11al (hrnnls had for many years been quartered. Iu Se1>fo111-
l>m, LSIU, this n•ginmnt antlwrizecl its Cul011el, ,Tuhn D. Shaul, 
t(> olfor its sorvi<'mi for the war. The m).xt 111011th Gen. Geurge 
K Ua11forth, the <·0111nuut<ler of the brigade to ·which the ;mth 
licdo11g-ed, t'ame tu Clwrry VallPy and established a military ]_H>st. 
rl'lw :mt11 was then rncruitml all(l urganizecl for the war to the 
11_t1111 lier of six co1111_m11iPs with a total uf 500 men. ] 11 this in­
<'ti1n plde form it was ordered to Alha11y, and ib; several cu111-
pa11jL'S assigned to other regiments, tlwre bei11g 110 time tu wait 
for it. iu fill np its nrnks and go as a 1rnit. ']\vu com1_m11ies, 
t ltusl1 uf' Captains E. N. Hallson awl N. Bowdish, were tram;. 
forn 1d tu the ;~d New Yurk artillmy, ancl those of Captains A. 
L. t-hva11, .J. E. Cook and ,J. 'N. Yunug to the 71ith infautry. 
rrlte f'ullowiIJg aro brief 8ketches of sun1e of the regiments that 
contai1wcl ( >tsegu comity men: 

':I.1he Fifty-First. -Cornrmny I of this regiment was recruited 
J>rincipnlly in Otsego county. It saw hard and heroic serviee 
bot.h in Ow east n11d west. At Antietam the regiment lost 
11i11dy-iive men in five minufes. At Fredericksburg, in t'.:,um­
llPr's ('.Urps, it lust six color bearers and eighty men. Its tlag 
was the first tu wave over Jaukson, Miss. Of 1,200 men who went 
ont. in this regiment, only 200 returned at the close of the war. 

rnie Heventy-Sixth.--The majority of the men of this regi-
111e11t. ·were from Cortland county, but three companies were 
from Otsc~go. Its first commander was Nelson VV. Green of 
Cortland, and the second William P. VVainright, under whose 
8triet discipline it became famous. It served three years and 
took part in nearly all the great battles in Virginia, especially 
distinguishing itself and suffering heavy losses at Gainesville, 
t'\outh ]\:fountain and the second Bull Run. At Gettysburg it 
formed part of the first army corps under General Reynolds, 
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aud was rn that turriblti struggle on \,Villo11glihy Hun, wluirn 011 

I.he first day the fate of tlw army du1mrulrnl npull holding Uie 
JH>i-,it.ioll ,vhile utlwr divisions 11wved to take prn:iSl\Ssion ()f 
Cerndm·y Hidge. 'T]w 7(ith wellf. into this action with ;3::1:(") 111011 

awl ~7 ()Hfours, and in half an hour it lust two oHfrlm:i killed 
all(l sixfom1 wun11ded, ;m men kille<l and ll(i wonrnled. It was 
here that (-hmmal Reynolds was killml. rrhis coqJs was sphm­
tli<lly eomma11<fo<l hy three me11 who in s1wcessio11 foll in battle 
wl1ifo fonding it. viz;: Reyn()]ds, at ({dtyslmrg; \Va(hnvurth, i11 
t.lw \Vildmuess, arnl Rico at H1iottsylvmria, a]I withi1t a single 
y<',ll', arnl the last nanwd aftur hei11g in cm11mand lmt two days. 
On i.hu expiration of thrne yPnrs for whi(\h the 7(ith e111isfod, 
l(i~ of its memlmrs re-e11 listed arnl were tnmsforred tu the 147th, 
au Oswego regiment, with whom they servc<l mitil the close of 
the war. 

The One Hundred aml Twenty-First was rec.ruit.Pd in Ot­
sego and Herkimer cou11ties. Its first colonel was Hon. Richard 
Frnndwt of Morris, and its first Major was Egbert Olcott. of 
Cherry Valley. Its second Colonel was Emory Upton, ono of 
the ablest and hrnvest officers in the service, a graduate of \Vest 
Point, and under him the regiment became famous. The rec­
ords of the war department credit this regiment with taking 
part in 25 battles, including Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, The 
Wilderness, Spottsy lvania. Petersburg and the final series of en­
gagements that ended with the surrender of Lee and the close of 
the war. It had 14 officers and 212 men killed in battle, 27 
officers and 5Bo men wounded. On the Getty~burg battlefield 
has been erected a monument commemorative of the part taken 
by the 121st in that battle. It is of Quincy granite and bronze, 
and is surmounted by the figure of a soldier. It bears: besides 
the historical inscriptions, a bronze medallion of General Emory 
Upton, life size. This regiment contained 4tm Otsego county 
men. 

The One Hundred and Fifty-Second: This regiment, like 
the 121st, was raised in the twentieth senatorial district, which 
comprised the counties of Otsego and Herkimer. It was re­
cruited at Camp Schuyler across the Mohmvk from the village 
of Herkimer" and was mustered into the United States service 
at that place October 15, 1862. It was immediately sent to Vir­
ginia, where it was actively engaged until the close of the war, 
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excevt <lnri11g tlw SlllllllWl' ()f u-m:1, \Vl!Pll it was Sl\llt 1() Nl'\\' 
York (•ity to aid in tlr Sll]>prnssi())I <Jf tl1P drnl't ri<i1S. lb 
hanle:-;t servi<·P o<·<·nrrnd aft1\J' (lrnH\rnl (lrant t()()"k 1·,,11111111!1(1 (Jr 
the Anny of tlw J>ot,011tac·. ft was t.111~11 P11gag·1~d i II tlH· I i;d 111\S 
of tlie VVilclm-ness, at Cold Harl im. a11d at t iiP s1<\l.!;t\ ()r 
Pdershnrg. Its ranks Wl\rn S<> 1n1wli dPpll'1Pd l>y si1·ktll'SS a11cl 
lo:-;ses in lmUk that at tlw t\tlll of .fu11l' . .l~li I. ii \\"as n\dt11•pcl t,, 
1.tG enlistud lllPll and l I oflic•prn_ Tt hHik part i11 t lw li11al l'\'l\llts 
that resn_lt.ed i11 Ow surrP11dPr ()f (;t\Jwral Lt'l\ a11d 1,11 ~lay ~, 

U'lf>i), it 1narc·lwd thr()ugh Hi<•,]11llrn1d. It was 111w-dt'n'cl (lltl .July 
l;Hh, of that year . 

. .Arnong its oflicors frotll tit is <'1Jt111ty Wl'rt\ C1JI. ,\l<J11z;1, l ◄\,1).!.:ll­

S()ll of Oneonta, Clevtdand J. Ca1ll p!Jt,_11 <JI' ClH'tT.Y Val l1'y, adj 11 ht11 t: 
(fourge \V. Ernst. jr. of Ots1\go, quartPrn11u-dPr: \\'illia111 It \\'all 
of Hpringlield. <"aptai11: l~lias Y()1111g·. 1irs1 lil'tdl'11a1it: a11d .l11'111 
Land. set·rn1d liPnfo11a11t ()f Co1npany I): l ◄:d111u11d C. (; i IIH,r1 ,,1· 

Bntternnt.s, <~a1itai11, and .Josiah Hinds ol' ( Hst'.!.!,"<>. lirs! lil\lltl'll­
a11t of Co111vn11y G: lfria!t B. KP1tdall <Jf Hartwi<·k. <'aptai11: 
\\"illiarn R. Patri<"k, first lie11tm1a11t: \Yillia1n 1. 11,ipkins. Sl'<"­
oll(l lienternmt of Co111pa11y l:[: . .:\lull,';() A. Hi11gl1a111 ()r ( )tst•g<,. 
<'aptain; Charles Harnilt\Jll of H1isl'li()olll, tirst li1,utP11a1d: Ed­
\Vartl vV. Butler uf HrnmlHJOlll, SU('()fld lirnth'llilllt (Jr ( 

10lll!Jilll_\" J. 
Tlw regj111ent ilt'1011gud to t!Hi first hri_L!;H<k S('<'<ll!CI di\·isi<>lt. 
Stl('<Jlld cll"IIIV (',Ul"JJS, n11dm- 111P ('(>llllllHllCI (Jr (il'llt'rnl \YaJ"J'l'II. ( >r 
its rneu, over ti()() were frn111 ( )tspg() c·onnty. 

rrlw "L1hird Cavalry, cal led ilw "\'a11..:\l It'll Cavalry,.. j ll 
honor of its first Culouel, was <~olllJ>osrnl of 11w11 l'r<J111 ( )t S<'go, 
Dela waru, H<1lwharie, ancl ot hur <'t>lltitil's. Its S(\C'<>lll I <'<>111111cuH lt•r 
was Colund Simon H. l\Iix, 01w of the best offi<·ers i II i lw ser-
vice, who \Vas killed i11 a11 tmgage11w11t 011 11w \Yl'ld(l11 
This regiment clicl good snn·i<'e ar<>tllHI Hi<·l1111<JJH1 a11d 
Caruliua. It contained 1-1;~ 11w11 frrn11 ( Hsc\g·<i <'<Jlrnty. 
.lt:,\<iG, it was <·onsuliclated with 11w 1st l\IountPd Hitles, 
ignntecl as the "Fonrth Pn>visi1i11al Ca\·alry ... 

railr()ad. 
in 'North 
[ II .JI I ly . 
and ell's-

First Light Art.illery. --Th is regi1ll(~llt was orga11 iz;Pd at El-
111ira, hut c.mitai11ecl 7~ Otsugo 111011. Its first c·1,111111a11dm· was 
nolmwl Gnilforcl D. Bailey who was killed at Fair ( )aks vd1i lc1 
spiking some eam1011 that hacl to l>Li aliall(lo1wd to 1 ht\ mw111y. 
He was snceemled hy Colmtd Cliarlt'S t-;_ \\'ai11wriglit, who was 
JJI'UlllOtecl to Brigadier c;enernl in lHn,1. rn1is n~gi111e11t was i11 
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battle at vVilliamslmrg, l\Innassm:;, Chanf'ellorsville and other 
vhtces. 

t:lccornl Li,d1t Artillery: This regiment was orgn11izc<l iu 
New York city, but was largely recruited from the interior of 
the state, inelrnling li>O men from Otsego county. Its lmttle 
Hag was inscribed with the rnrn1es of l·focornl Bull Rn11,S1Jottsyl­
va11 ia, Cold Harbor, Petmslmrg, RPams Station all(l other vla<·es. 

The Third Light Artillery entered the servfrc as tl1c Nine­
teenth Infantry Regiment nuder Col. .John t:,_ Clark and was 
tnmsforred to the Artillery in lt-\(j)3 arnl i11 this capacity sm-ved 
with great credit under Schotiehl, being at.ta<•.lied to the ~;{rd 
corvs all(l afterwards u11 the ..:\.tlantie coast, at Hilton Ffoad, 
:B\n·t l\[nc-011, Ki11gsto11, Goldsboro, and Charlestu1J. It cun­
tai1wd (j() lllell from Otsl'gu c·ounty. 

rnie First E11gi1wer Corps: This ,vas a hudy of 1,~00 pi(·kPd 
lllL\H from all parts of tlw ('Ollll try 1mder the <'0111111aw l of C()l. 
E. \Y. t:lcrrdl. C0111J_Hmies (3 arnl I (\untainud aliout LOO ( Hseg<> 
nien. It was e11111loyed in engim•er work in Virginia all(l Uw 
Carolinas, arid CS]_)LWially in ihe siPge of .Forts Hu111tur and 
\Vagner in Charleston harbor, where it plantrnl the (·amwn knuw11 

as the "Swa11q1 A11gel" with whfrh the walls of Furt Hu111tur 
were lmU,ered down. 

rrhere am twelve G. A. R. vosts in Uw (\Ollllty, lUl.llllily: 

C()O]JCrstown, L. C. rrnrner Post, No. ~W. 
Cherry Valley, Emory Uvtun Pust, No. 2:.tl. 
Gilbertsville, \V. A. l\iussu11 Post, Nu. ~2:~. 
Hartwick, H. N. Duroe Post, No. (iGB. 
Morris, Geo. Killtler Post, No. t>l. 
Oneonta, E. D. Farmer Post, No. ll~l. 
Otego, 0. A. Shepherd Post, No. Um. 
Portlamlville, Olcott Post, No. 522. 
Richfield Springs, \Yeldon Post, No. 2Gti. 
t:lchenevus, Brown Post, No. lG. 
Unadilla, C. 0. Siver Pust, No. 12.J. 
Worcester, Johnson Post, No. 25. 
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rrtw following is a co111plde I ist of villagl'H and !Jain lds of 
Otsego 0on11ty. i,lwrn is a postoff-icp at ('a(·lt pla<·l~ l'X<'Ppt. 
where so111e other plaee is dm,ignahi<l. reh ns, Bowerntmvn ( 111ail 
Cooverstown.) 

.\:•ww 'l'own.-.;J,i11 l'rJJ1lll;1t ion 

Bonrne ............................. Exldm·. . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Bowerstown (rnail Ct><>pm·sh>,v11) ...... }\[idclldielcl . . . . . . . 70 
Brighton (11mil Hi<·ldiel<l Springs) ..... Hic·lifil1 ltl......... rn 
Bnrl ingttm .......................... Bnrli11gh>11.... . . . . 111 
Burli11gtu11 Flats ..................... Bnrli11ghm ....... 212 
Cmitm Valley ........................ ChP1Ty VallPy ..... 107 
Chase ............................... Hartwi<·k.... . . . . . 21i 
Chas<.:ville ........................... :Mary land. . . . . . . . . l2;{ 
Cli11tu11vilhi (111ail .l\1iltonl) ........... Hart.wick ......... ----
Ch<'rry Valley ....................... Clwrry Valll\Y ..... 772 
Coll iersville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... :Milford. . . . . . . . . . . um 
Cuoverstown ........................ Otsego ............ 2;rns 
CooJJerstu,vn Junction ................ :Milford ........... l Lj 
] )t•catnr ............................. l)pc•atm·. . . . . . . . . . . ~ll 
East Spri11gfidd ..................... S1Jri11gridd.... . . . . l~lO 
East \Yoreester ...................... \Yon·Pster ......... -WO 
Edllleston ........................... Ed111estu11 ......... 7-W 
Elk Creek ........................... J\{ary land. . . . . . . . . ~2 
Exdur .............................. l1:xuter. . . . . . . . . . . . ti() 

Fly Creek ..... ; ..................... < Hsu.~o ............ 2m.; 
Garrattsville ......................... New Lis hon ...... 2;j;{ 
Uilhertsville ......................... Hutternnts ........ .17(i 
Hartwick ............................ Hartwick ......... liOi'> 
Hart.wick Seminary .................. Hartwick. . . . . . . . . 12-! 
Ho1m Factory (P. 0. Indrn,) .......... Otsego ............ i:m 
Hyde Park (mail Index) .............. HartwiC'k ......... };j() 

:Kde.lrnlll ............................ Pittstidd.... . . . . . l~l 
Laurens ....... : ..................... Laurens .......... :tm 
Lena ................................ New Lisbon....... 10 
Lcntsville ............... , ........... l\:Iiddlcfiehl. . . .. . . ;3() 

l\:Iaple Grove ........................ l\Iurris. . . . . . . . . . . -!-! 
::Maple Valley ........................ \Yest.ford. . . . . . . .. . 2~) 
:Mary land ........................... l\:Iary laud. . . . . . . . . 227 
l\Iiddlefield .......................... :Micld letield . . . . . .. . 2-!B 
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,V:J.!IUJ 'l'owllshi1, J>o1ml:U,ioll 

:Mid<lktielcl Oeuter .................... Middldiuld ........ lOH 
.Middle ViJlage ( mail Bast Spriugfield ). Spri11gffold. . . . . . .. no 
.Milford ............................. lHilfunl. .......... GB2 
.Milford Center (111ail Portlanclville) ... Milford ........... 100 
l\Ionticellu (P. 0. Ricldfolcl) ........... Riehfielcl ......... 21H 
.l\[orris. ~ ........ · .................... l\forris ............ GG:3 
.l\fom1t Vision ....................... Lannms. . . . . . . . . . ;mo 
NPw Lisho11. ........................ New Lishm. . . . . . Im) 
North Ecl11wsto11 ..................... Ed1110stu11.... . . . . . lG 
Oaksville ............................ Otsego ............ 1-1\) 
Oueonta ............................ 011eo11ta .......... 7147 
011t)u11ta Plaius (mail Oneonta) ........ Oneonta .......... 100 
( Hego ............................... ( )tpgo ........... . 

( Hsda wa ............................ ( )tpgo ............ . 
Patm1t .............................. Hllrlington ...... . 
.Phoenix .Mills ....................... Middlefield ...... . 
Piersto,v11 ( mail CuopPrstuw11) ........ ( Hsego .......... . 
Pi t.tslielc l. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pi ttsfi.elcl ........ . 
.Plai11lidd Center .................. · ... PlaiHtielcl ........ . 

li>O 
7G 
7;~ 

Pl<\asa11t Brouk ...................... Hust~buo111 . . . . . . . . 127 
Portland ville ......................... Milford ........... BG2 
Hieldield Springs .................... Hieldi.dd .......... L>:37 
Husel)Oolll ........................... Hosehoum ........ 22(i 
Salt, Springvillu ..................... Cherry Valley .... 11!) 
Sdwnevns ........................... l\tiary laml. ........ fi!B 
Helmy ler Lalrn ....................... Exdur. . . . . . . . . . .. -10fi 
Hnuwd<m . .' .......................... ( >tsego. . . . . . . . . . . "27 
Hon th Ednwstu11 ..................... Edn1rn-;to11 ........ 20(5 
South Hartwick ..................... Hartwick . . . . . . . . . (iB 
Hon th Valley ........................ Rusehiom ........ 227 
Hou th \Vorcuster ..................... V\\ircPstm.. . . . . . . . L>O 
Hpri11gfielcl. ......................... Springfield . . . . . . . l(iO 
Hpringtield Oo11ter ................... Hpringfiold ........ ;!GO 
Stets011vil10 (mail New Lisbon) ....... New Lish011....... ,J() 

rl\H le ls ville ........................ , .. Hartwick. . . . . . . . . B02 
Unadilla ............................ Unadilla .......... 1172 
Unadilla Center ..................... Unadilla.......... 7B 
U11adilla Porks ............ ···· ...... Plainfield ......... Bl2 
\Velcome ............................ New Lis1iu11. ..... lB 
vVells Bridge... . ................... Urnulilla .......... lGG 



f; HN IW A r, I I lSTf JR } . :! I 

Nanu• To1n1,..,·/,iJ1 / 101wl:1t in11 

West. Bnr]i11gt.011 ..... '. ............... Bnrli11gt.011 . . . . . . . 110 
West. Eclnwst.on ...................... Eclrnest.oJL . . . . . . . . 222 
v,.,r est Exeter ......................... Exeter. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 (>7 
West.forcl. ........................... West.ford..... . . . . 1H7 
West Lanrmis ....................... Lanrm1s .......... 117 
vV est. On eon ta ....................... < h H)Oll ta . . . . . . . . . . 207 
W cstvilh~ ........................... vVestfonl. . . . . . . . . . 72 
\\

7harton ............................ Bnrli11gt.011 . . . . . . . 2fi 
vVorcester ........................... \Vorceshn-......... I OiO 

I 'or.ITI<:A r. lt1,:LATIONS. 

Otsego cmrnt.y forms a11 assrnnh]y <listrid. arnl with T-for­
kimm· it. forllls tho thirty-third st.ate smiatorial distric·t; wit.Ii 
Delaware, Sdwhari(~ arnl lTlst.or it forms the t.wm1ty-fonrth 
c011grnssi01ial district, m1<l it is a 1mrt. of t.lrn sixth jnclicial dis­
t.rid., whi('.h inclndos also tlw conntil's of Dolaware, Ma<liso1t, 
Clwrnrngo, rrom1>kins, Broollle, Clwnnrng, Schny lor. rrioga 
all(l Cort.larnl. 

( Weekly unless otlwrwise indicated.) 

Townshi/> ,Ynm,· /,nr:1 t.ion !'.:-·d:1 !1/i:..;/11•1 I 

Butternuts OtRego ,Toumal Gilbertsville 187(i 

Cherry Valley Cherry Valley Gazette Cherry Valley 1818 

Edmeston Edmeston Local Eclmeston 1882 

Hartwick Hartwick Rrview Hartwiek 1!102 

Hartwick . Hartwick Visitor Hartwick I !lO 2 

Hartwick Hartwick 8cm. Monthly Hartwick Seminary 1887 

Laurens Otego Valley News Laurens 18}) !) 

Maryland Schenevus Monitor Schcnevns 18(i3 

Milford Otsego Tidings Milford 18 8 !I 

Milford *Teachers' Gazette Milford 18!)7 

Morris Morris Chronicle Morris 18(i4 

Oneonta Oneonta Herald Oneonta lSfiB 

'' Oneonta Leader 
,, l!l02 

,, 
Oneonta Press 

,, 187H 

'' Oneonta Spy ,, 1887 

'' Oneonta Daily Star 
,, 18!)0 
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Oneonta 

Otego 

Otsego 

'' 

'' 
Riehfielrl 

'' 
Unadilla 

N:1111n 

*'I'he Oneontan 

Rural Times 

Freeman's ,Journal 

Ot,ego Farmer 

Republican 

Richfield Springs Mercury 

·:· Richfielrl Springs Daily 

Unadilla 'I'inrns 

Worcester W orcestor 'rimes 

* Monthlv school pa1)ers. 

·:·July and August onlv. 

l,of':1Uon 

Oneonta 

Otego 

Coonen;town 

'' 
,, 

H, ichfir.lrl Springs 

'' 
U11arlilla 

Worcm;ter 

T111◄: P1 1 J:LI(' ~CIIOOJ. f;YRTE:\T. 

l~'.-,t.:1 lilislu•d 

18!)B 

1881 

1808 

1877 

18~8 
J 8 (i(j 

1888 
18!'\4 

18 7 Ii 

rrlw 1rn blic R<"hools of < )h;ego (•,mrnty nm SU hject to t.lrn 

gerwrnl school laws of tlw state, which dnfo l'rom leg·islative 011-
ad.11Hmts of ]t,;;;;1 n.11d 1t-;li7. Erwh tmvnsliip is divided int<> 
scho()l districts and t1nch school is nnder tho authority of t.nrn­
trn\H <:hose11 by tlw panmts rirnl taxpayers of the district. 

rriw s<·hools am freo of tuition to all pupils of school age (f> 
to 1H in<·lusivt\), J>rc,vi<lecl tlwy att.ornl within the <listrid.s i11 
whic'.h thoy reside. rrlws<~ attcrnli11g in other districts pay n 
111()clmabi tuition foe. Hclwol text-hooks am not SllJJJ>liPd l'n\e 
n11lc~ss the district so onlers n11Cl sn1>1ilies the 111em1s. 

The 1m hlic•. schools ()f tlw com1ty nrn of four kinds, vir.: 
1--Rnrnl schools in which crnly the comrno11 English 

lm1.11dies am taught. 
2---Urade schools in which there are two or mon~ <le1mrt-

111cmts. 
H--l T11io11 free sclwols, grndml, sup1ilied with apparatus, 

charts, de. and enq>loyiug a 1rn111htn" of teachers. 
4-High or Acaclemic schools subject to the Regents of 

the l T11iven,ity of New York aml e11joyi11g certain aclvm1tages hy 
virtue of this relntio11. 

Any F11i011 Pn:n Hc.hool may, upon apvlication nncl inspec­
ticrn, becDnw a regents or high school. In onler to do this it 
nrnst maintain an ncadernic <le1mrtment, rnnst, have at least $2iJO 
worth of refonm<'P l1(HJks, a microscove arnl other n1ivaratus for 
se.im1tiii.c i11strnctio11. All 1rn hlic schools receive money from 
tlw statt- to assist ill tlw 1rnrchnse of reference hooks and ap­
paratus. 
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CoMl'ur.so1{Y E1>11cAnoN LA w. 

Evm·y chilcl i11 proJicr rne11tnl all<l vhysi<'.al cornlit.iu11 shall 
at.hind school as follows: 

Bot.ween H and 12 yrntrs of ago: As many days amrnally as 
tlw school is in st1ssioH fro111 tlw first ol' ( )de >h()l' to tlw first. of 
.Ju1w. 

Bdwrnm 12 arnl l-1: At. luast night.y consP<'.nt.ivn sr'.hool 
days~ also wlum ]l()t. lngally ()lJlployPd. 

Bdwrnrn I .i and I(;: vVlwn not legally (\lllploy0.d. 

T 111<: ( ) L 1 > .Ac ADE 1\1 ms. 

Prnvions to the estahlislrnwnt of tlu) pn~sm1t pnhlic school 
systo111 ol' tlrn st.at.<\ Otsnµ;o ('.01111t._y vras 1.lw seat of 11nnwTc>11s 
privaf.t) i11st.it.nt.im1s of lrnm1ing, nrncmg tlw must. nofocl of wl1ich 
wm·n 1.lw Cherry Valley Academy. t.lw Hilbmtsvillc Academy, 
1.ho Cooperstown Hrnnirnuy, tlw Unadilla AcadJimy a]l(l t.lw 
Hartwick Hmniwuy. Tlw Unadilla arnl <+ilhPrt.sville Acacle-
11iies have hot.h, within the 1iast fow years, hemt c·ommliclat.ecl ·with 
t.lw 1ml>lic sqhools of their 1'l)Spcwt.ive t.ow11s. rl,]w Coopmstmvn 
Aeadrn11y, origi1ial1y a JWet.lioclist institution, after vnrions 
cltn11gns in o,vrnirRlrip, was discu11timw<l, nrnl the hnil<ling, whi~h 
for many years was H s1111111wr h()fol, was hnrned in lHrnt rnlP 
Clwrry Yalhiy AcadPmy was <lis<•crnt.imwcl in lH~l;\nrnl t.lw Hart­
wic~k HPmirnn·y, a Lnt.lwnm i11stitnt.i()11, fomHkcl by .Jolrn 
Christ.opltur Hnrt.wi<"k in 17H7, and liliPrally P11drnrn<l by ltim, 
alo1w rnrnnins. 

HATLIWA llS. 

rl'lw railroads i11 nr :uljoi11ing Otsego cmmt.y nrnl which con­
trilrnt.u to it.s prosperity, nre as follows: 

rrhc "Ddnwnre mul Hncls011 ·' system, which extends from 
Allmny t.o Bi11gharnto11 nrnl to the coal rngions of Pmrnsylvania, 
with northern extension to Rouse Point a11d other branches. 

rnie "New York, Ontario and \Yestern," with its "New 
Berlin Brmwh," from Hid11ey to Etlmeston. 

'J1hc "U 11adilla Yalley" roacl from N lnv Berlin to Bridgewnt.er. 
':l1he "Delawnre, Lncknwan11n and \Vcstern" road ·with a 

lmrnclt from Richfield Jnuctiou to Hichfieltl ~prings. 
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rl'IH\ "l ']:-,1(\l' a11d lklawarn" road frolll Kingston on tlw 
llrnlH()JI to ( J11no11ta. 

rl'IH\ "U,H>]_)Pl'Hl.<>\\'11 ,l!ld Ulmrl!ltiP Vall(\y'' mad c1m11oding 
wi1h thi "l~ls1l\l' and l)(\lnwan'. road at \Y<\Ht Davrn1port. 

Tlw · '( )11l\(>lda. Coopm·st<>,,·11 and Hi<'.hri(\ld ~pri11gs"ol<1dri<· 
rrnul. whi<"li is t() (',()IIIIUci with tlw N<rn· York c(\lltrnl at :.Vfo­
linwk and Tlmki11H\l'. 

rl'h<\ "l '°11,ulilla Vall(\)' Hailroad Colllpa11y" is m:trn1di11g its 
Ii 111: l'rolll NPw Bm·li11 1o ( >11nrnd.a via Morris and tlHi B11tt(ff-
1111t-; rn I ll\,V, als() 11or1.l1 mml fro111 Brjdt.i:mrntrn· to l Tt.i<'.a. 

'1'111<: ALI:,\:'\Y :\:'\() S1:SlWEll.\:'\:--:A ItAILIW,\i), 

rJ']ip ('(>11str11dio11 of this i111porta11t road opn11rnl ( )bmgo 
<·1,u11ty1 prPYiou:-dy is(,lat.Pd, t()t lwtrad<\rlllll <'.0111111<m·.<i of tlw world. 
B11t. it was l111d(\rtaku11 liPl°on\_ till' Yaliw of Sll<'.h a11 i111pron1-
llH\llt \\·as gPJH\rall_y apprn<·iatl\(l. Tlw dis<·nssion and lt\gislnti011 
tl1n1. 1(1.d 1(> its H<'<'.(1111plish111P11i. oxtl\JHl(\cl ()\'Pl' a puriod of lllany 
)"('n.rs. and it. was (>1ily nftPr n l1anl strll,!.!J!:l<\ that t.lw 11wm1s w<m\ 
()ldai1H 1d a11d tlw \\'(>l'k IH\!!,'1111. 

'l 1 IHi Jirst 11ia11 \\'ll() nd\'()('ilh\d tlH\ li11ilding of railroads :in tlw 
<·1,1111ty ,ms .Ja('11li Di<dz (>[ ( )11<\011ht. wlH> i11 n-;~7 pnlilislwd arti­
<·l(1S 011 tlH\ suhje(·t i11 tl1P "1◄1rnP111a11·s .J(>m·rnd'' ()I: Cll()purstc>w11. 
[11 l~:u sp,·prnl n•ads \\"Pm (·!iartmud !mt 1wvr.r !milt. I11 ]KV> 
a <"hnr1Pr ,ms <llitai1H!d for n rnad fr<llll Bi11ghn1nt.c,n to :--;<·.horn\c·­
tncly, trn,·t1rsi11g tl1P l'(in11ty, lmi this also fail<1<l. J3'i11ally in 
}~.->I (:\pril l\lth) ilw prnsl'Jit 1\llia11y & ~nsqrnd11m1ta road was 
c·liartt,rncl. a11cl al'tn rn Y('ars of agitation aJHl ~cmtn>V(\l'H,Y 
t lit' 1,11 I ,Ii<· i 11t<'n\st \\'as su tlfrirn1tly aro11Sl\d, t.lw 11wm1s Jm>­
,·iclPd and t lH1 \\"( ,rk I 1pg1111. 'l1 hiti \\'as 111 l~fi:L rl']ip rond \\'HS 

(•11111pldPd fr<llll Alha11y t() C()hlPskiU in tlw sm1111wr of lS(i.J, 
t() < )11pmJtn in A11µ;11sL rnfi;\·,md t() it:-; tmllli1ms at Binglrnllltm1 
in .Ja1111ary, IS!i\l . 

.:\ Ill( 111g thP 111ost ad iv(i pn>llloiurs of this groat work wm-P: 
l{i<·hmcl: Frntl('hot 1,t· 1\-l()rris, who was the f-\rst prnsidont of 
t.l1P J'()ad, .Jarnd nc>()dyPar of Collimsvillo, Eliakim R. ]Tonl and 
HarY<\Y Bakm· ( t lw <'11<11',!.!,'(\i ic <~011tractor), of Oneonta, and 
1\ rnold B. \rah,< ,11 ()f l'11ad i Ila. Tn 1 S70 the "Delnware & 
lirnlsrn1 Caiuil C<>lll]Jall,Y'' ~·" cilitai1wcl a lease of the Allmny & 

--- -~------ ------------
' Th,• ll1•l:1w:1r1• :111,I ll11dsrn1,·:111:1I 1•xt1•11ds fro111 I10111•sdal1·, l'Pnn., yia l'ort.ll'tTis, 

to l•:dd.n illt>, Jl<':11' h:i11g·s11111, l\. \', :111<1 was built. l'hiP!ly for t.llL• tr:1m,port11t.io11 or coal. 
Th,. rniln,:iil ~y~t .. m Ill' this 1·<>11q,:my hn~ ~,1pPl'l 01'1\l'1I t\u• 1·a11al, which is now ont of 11~1• 
t'Xl'l'l'I :1 ,;rn:111 pnrlillll 111·:ir ltm1t1,111t. 
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Hnsqneha1rna Railroad for rn1 years, vayb1g at first 7 vor cent 
mHl now ~I 1mr ccmt i11t.erest 011 the var valne of its stock. It 
addlid also other lilies to its system arnl the whole is 110w <'.alll1<l 
till\ "Dlil a warn & H ndson Railroad." 

According to the <'.lmsns of UH)O tlwrn were in Otsngo cmrnty 
;'), n:~ I fan11s having a total of (il2, 224 acrns, of which 470, 7 H7 
acn\H ,vern i 1111>rovud. rl,lw vahm of farms awl farm vroJmrty 

was as follows:-

:Laucl arnl i111provernents excnpt lmildings ........ $~1.487, G40 
Bnildi11gs ...................................... $7,:~G0,~170 
I 1 t I I . ~.·1.,->.·>.;>,()()() . nqJ Plllell .s am mac 111wry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,1r -- > 

Livn stock ..................................... $:~,414,,1G4 

r11 ·t· l u1•914...,,~ <ir4 I 1 ,,l ...................................... •lil.:.J , . '•>, • >. 

rrlie valnn of farm prrnlnds for tlw yPar 11-1!1!1 was .... $4, 21>1. 74~1 
E:'qJell(litnrns for labor arnl fort.ilizm-s ............... $71~),210 

Not Earni11g·s ................................ $:3,G-12,GBH 

Dividing tlw 11d enr11i11gs liy tlw 11u111lim- of farms gfrm; 
$(i2H. 77 as the avmagu rdm·11 to the farnwr for his owll lahor 
arnl f'apita.l. 

l•'t.in1 l'w)()t'CT~ OF (h~1,:1:o (~otNTY FOi{ THE Y1,:i\1{ ):-;!)!l; 

U1,:J\·strs OF 1 noo. 
111·1'(1,'/ (J11:1 ,., ... 

C 11'1., 11,AI ~ _., \. J . _J ►,~ ()at.s 9., .;i3q 
'-'' ,".' 1,002,l!lO 

Cl>l'll ~), 7(i!) 414.4;')0 
Bnckwlwat G,2Gl ~I~), 220 
Rnrluy Hi)7 7,i);H) 
HyP 772 11, lliO 
,v,wat. :~:W G,li20 

HAY '/'on.<; 
Hny and grain cnt. 

for hay l 1Ul,7ml um,014 
Forage 

( cornstalks, d~.) ,,,li:m H3,G07 
]l,i.<;]u,Js 

YEGETABLEH Potatoes 1i,mm 7G:3,li1B 
011im1s 20 4,H:n 
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Acr,•:-; 

Brnrns 17(i 
Pea:-; ;>2 

1\1:i sen! la11no11s V(\L(P1.a I llm; !):> 1 

/111:-;/J('f,...,, 

2, I J ~) 
J,];{;1 

!'011ruls 

HO PS & r110HACCO H()ps 7, o:{s -1, 1 1 :\ :mo 
;>H() 

FH l r1r11:--; 

BEHRTES 

LIVE :--;rn >CK 

r11c > I >:tc'.('< > 

Applns 
I \1ars 
I \mc•,lws & Ned,ari 11PR 

Plrnm; and Prn IIPR 

ChmTillR 

Al >ric'.1 >ts 

'l'r1•1•s 

II, 110 
!H-1 

7,0-1() 
2 -I~;-> 
' 

L> 

II us/Jt'ls 

-'!Iii, (l-l!i 
Ii, liH:; 

(i(i() 

:1 /'I'('/,' (}11:1 ,.,....., 

mul otlwr srnnll l◄..,rnits It>;{ 2~)~.:tiO 

.\"11,11/1('/' 1·.-,111,, 

Catt.In H7,707 
Htll'RPR 1-1, ;;~1 
SIH\P]l 

Hwi11n 
Mnlrn;; 
Asses 
(l (lats 

2!1, mi,, 
1 L L-ili 

no 
H 

DATHY PR< >UlTC'l'S Unll011s of Milk 2;>,H!i:\ 12~ 

PO LT l/I1 HY 

\iVOOL 

BEES & HONEY 

Hall011s of Cmnm sold 2, 1 i)H 
J>ou11ds Bntter 111nclu 2,-112, 21H 

" Chm1sp mndn ( r) li2, 001 $1, 7~l:;, H:rn 

Chickew\ i11ch1di11g ({nill(ms 
r1111rkeys 
Uncks 
C-hiesn 
Value of Pon lt.ry, .Tmw 1, 1 ~)()() 
Value of Poultry raised i11 1 S!l~l 
Doz. of Eggs prrnlncecl inHm~l 
F1eeces sh or11 
Ponrnls of '\Vool 
Swarms of Bees ,Tm1e 1, l!lOO 
Punuds Honey produced iu lt,;~Hl 

1\'rn11!1nr 

221, :no 
t rn,n 

m1 
$~)-t, 27~) 

$11.J,.~!l-l 

l, Ii:> 1, 2:>0 
1 Ii, (j.t:{ 

121, :>B--t 
4 ·>•>1 

' , )....J . 

,....() ')('0 ' . ' ;) ) 
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Au1ouuLTURAL 8orn1,;Trns. 

rnlC ( )b-mgo connty Agricultural Hociety hollls a fair flll­

llllal ly at Coo1ierstow11. :B7 airs are also ]wi1l nrn11rn.lly by local 
societies at Morris, ( )ueont,a, Riddielcl Svrings nrnl Schmwvus. 

P,\TRo:-.rs nF Ilns1:AN1>1n-. 

rrhis orgmii½ntion has fifteen local societies or grm1g8s i11 
Otst)go <·.01111ty. Its objects are eclncatiornt1, fimmcial arnl 
soc•,ial. It i11snrns farm ]ll'<>l)erty, iulvucates good roads, arnl 
has been inflrnrntial in the estnhlisluneut of free nual mail 
delivPry. Modi11gs nm hold overy two weeks fur the clisrnu;sim1 
0 1' tovic8 J>Pl'taini11g to the interests of farmers. rrlw st.ate 
givcis to eiwh gran~P, on avplication, an agricultural library of 
]()() V<>lrnrn~s. ,.Plw rnmnlmrship in Otsego county m11nlmrs (i(i;, 
and c011sists uf' fnrnwrs arnl their familitis. rl'lw first gra11g·e i11 
this cmmty was ()rgmii½t\d at Elk Crnuk i11 l~~fi arnl si1H~P that 
datP \Y. H. ChamlmrlaiH of Elk Cre(ik has heell <·.om1ty dPJmty 
awl Homd,ary. 

'l'he high altitrnle and saln hrions nlimafo of Otsego comit.y 
nmdm- it mi attrnctivo region for snmrner residmwe. Richfiel<l 
Svri11gs has Imig hmm n fnsorite health resort, and Coopers­
tow11, with its snn·omH1ings, famous as tlw Hcene of the "Lenth­
erst,ocking 'l'ahis, '' ,vill 11evm- lose its diarm wltilc ''(-.Himnwr­
glass'' invites the ,,·mHlorer to its placid waters. But while 
these two vlaces are most noted there are many others where 
summer dwEillers firnl coolness, health and rural beauty. With 
its increasecl railronll facilities, which already link together its 
most attractive spots, Otsego cmrnty, with its fifty-three vil­
lages, so long isolated from the outer world, is uow accessihlEl 
from all directions, and no small portion of its vrosperit.y is 
tlne to its easy cornmnnication with the great cities to which 
it sends its alnrndant dairy mHl other Jlroducts and from 
which it receives in summer mm1y seekers of rural vence am! 
pleasure. 

Tim (h::,El;o Sorn ETY. 

The natives of Otsego county, however far they may roam, 
neyer forget the uld home and uo much to perpetuate the mem-
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ury of it. Those who (lwell in aml near New York city have 
organized a society contai11i11g now (i(i memlmrs, the purpose 
of which is thus set forth in its constitution: ''The socid.y is 
organized for the pnrvose of establishing a closer i11timm~y 
am<mg the present resiclm1ts of New York city ancl vicinity who 
have come from the county of Otsego, arnl for the plll'l)Ofm of 
cn1tivati11g social intercourse among its members." 

rrhe society was orga11izccl February 2(i, lBOl, with the 
Hon. Rilas B. Dutcher of Brooklyn, a natin~ of the town of' 
Springfield, as presiclcmt arnl ]£clwin .J .• Tol111srn1 nsq. of Brook­
lyn, a 11ative of Ric'.hfinlcl, as S(~cretary. 

i_ I - •· 

OTSEGO LAKE, COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 
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/'011ul:1.iion, 1,:.!fj:J. 

-~~~~,; __ ·-. -. / --:· 7 BlfRJ_,JN(i'l\)N was forllled 
-~ I -t~>/ i ,\\,) \ \\ I frolll the tow11ship uf Otsego i11 
~ti-, ' ' ..... w),1-,:t.,n .... ~ 

/ '~f:- , ;.:.s~"':~: , 17~)~ and was tlw11 11nwh larger 
,' i.-j'.( ·_ -,, , : than at pn•:-mn t, Pittsfield and Ed-

., OJ \~u,-\1n,iton , \u.t._. "'· ... 
IO I , l / , -., 
) I - 1 

/ / i' 11 ..:._ ., ·,' 

: \ J '.;:U H L I tr1C 1,9 ~ 
I -~ ! ! :\ • l~u,\,"•\lu« \ / 

C\ ! A_ '- 'i ·11 Ir' 

11wsto11 having si 11ee been set off 
from it. rr1w surface cu11sists 
c·hieHy of hilly uplands arnl ridges 
extm1diug north and. south, which 

"' at various points, attain an eleva-
,,_, 

11 
,~~•-t l\,,.t, .. "~toj" v~ ~f ,__

1

,J~~ 
1 

' I !1·~ :~· _: . -\ _, '. \, ! ~'j ~ c- tion of -100 feet above the valleys. 
['I' ( ,·\ -~t... "•ht ; ·7 
11

~ .L.1-)- -(- - ·_ -r-\ -~ -~-- j\l,sw,_ ... , I 'I1lie 1>ri11ei1Jal streams are Butter-
L __ .J2!...[yV ..l..!2.. 8 Cl .LJ ~- , 11uts arnl Wharton creeks. 

The early sdtlers of the townshii> came mostly from Ver-
111011t, hut sonw from :Massachusetts arnl Oomienticut. In 1787 
nanw the tive Angel brothers, J011atha11. \Villiam, ,Joseph, James 
and Tlwrnas, mHl in 17H~J Oa1Jtai11 Gacl Chapin, aml Perez 
Briggs. In 17~)0 came Alexander Parker, Deacon Benjamin 
Herrington with his four brothers, Elijah, Francis, Richard 
and Elisha; t.lrn four ,Johnson brot1wrs, Elisha, Harris, Ira and 
.Jolin, awl tlw three Church brothi~rs, Amasa, Willard and 
Cady. About this time came ,Jedediah Peck, a leading citiz(cm 
who represm1ted the county in the state legislature from 17~JH 
to lHOJ. He is honorahly renwmherbcl as the author of the hill 
establisliing the public school system of the state. Other hon­
ored uaHws in the early days were .Jeremiah arnl Elisha Pratt, 
t,arnuel Gardner, Lemuel Hubble, Uriah Balcom nn<l Zacheus 
Flint. 
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Other rcs1icdecl families of the olden time, whose names 
have been pcrvetnatcd, arc those of Deacon Albert Bolton and 
his son Danie], Colonel David Gardner, Dan l\iatlwr and his 
son Andrew A. lVIathor, Lernnel Bolton arnl his family of te11 
<•,hildrm1, Capt. Elisha Parker, a solclier of the Revolution and 
Roswell Kn]scy. 

Caleb Clark, formerly presiclent of the First Natio11al Ba11k 
of Edmeston, approaches his ninetieth year at his holllc ill 
\Vest Burlington, or with his grarnlchildrcn in Oneonta, with 
a clwerfnlncss that is an cxplanat.ion of his long life. 

Burlington is a pros1mrous agricultural town. rrhe lead­
ing irnlnst.ry is dairying, the milk being mostly sent to the 
local <'hccse factories, or to the Bonleu condc11scry at Ednwst.011. 

VILLAG·ES: rrhcre arc three villages in this tmvnship, 
vi'l,: Burlington (JJOlJHlatiun 111 ), BHrlington .B1 ]ats (popu latio11 
~ l~), and vVcst Burlington ( popnlatiou 110). vVhartuu awl 
PateH t arc rural postoffiees. 

HCH< )OLS: N urn bcr of districts lB. rreachcrs, 1-1. Chil­
dre·n uf school age, 214:. 

CHURCH EH: rrhere are six cli lll'<•lws in tl1c tmn1sh j p, 
vi'l,: At Burlington, BaptiRt and V11itt\d Prnshywrian ~ at \\\•st 
Bnrlingtou, E1>iSt\opal and l\,fethodist; at Bnrliugton Flats, 
Baptist and. l\fot.hrnlist. 
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H urrrrJ~HN UTH was fon1wd 
from lhmdilla iH 17rni. Its 
snrfa<·e is a hilly upland ris­
ing f'ro111 the Unadilla river. 
which bounds it un the ,vest, 
in a smies of stee1> bluffs to 
tlw height of 000 or (i()O feet. 
BnUm11uts Creek How:-, s()uth-
west through a deop vallPy 
nonr the center uf the town. 

1 i u t/\ --~ r1 r~1

LT ~s.;-;_/ 

~

.. ·' , ~...,,.Y/ ~+ / / ~ 
, :r·1-:~\ - _____ f- / 0 

·--_~:-"Jw 111, 1 LLA J_-'; J ... :\. large 11tu11her of srnnller 
- --·------'...C..'--- streams How through valleys 

a111011 11• the hills dividing· the rid 11·es arnl 11·ivirn.r tu tbe re 11·io11 a M l , M ,-, '-' :::, 

1>eenliarly liruken H}Jpenrnnce. 

Gilhert.sville, formerly c•.alled Bntternuts, is the only village 
in the township. rrhe follcnving graphic deserivtiuu of it is 
aliridgrnl from a sketch puhlishe<l in tho lu<'al vaver, the ''Ot­
fmgo .Journal." "11he village is located in a beautiful valley. 
( h1 the west a high hill rises abruptly. Downwanl through the 
ltilb oxternls a (leev ravine into which a little lH'ook flows, in 
s1>ringti1no rushing clown with the violence of a mountain tur­
nmt alHl in summer ripvling .gently over the stones on its way 
through the heart of the village. Toward the east the valley 
stretc•.hes away for some clistaiwe. 11 hrough this valley finws 
the Bntt.ornnt.s Creek on its ,virnling course. This stream is 
s1m1mml in three places at romls lea(liug (lirectly into the village 
hy iron bridges. On the hill just south of the village arc situ­
ated the fiue residences of Thos. t,winyard and N. C. Chapman, 
who make Gilbertsville their summer home. 11he site of the 
village was included in the Patent of ;~;\ 000 acres of land 
granted hy the state to Lewis and Richard :Morris as indemnity 
for property destroyed during the Revolution. The name But-
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ternuts was clerivecl from the descriptions in the ::Morris arnl 
vVhartou Patents, all beginning at 'Three Buttm-nnt '"l1rees' 
growing from one stump or root. The :Messrs. :Morris di vide<l 
their Patent by lot. General Jacob :Morris reeeived from his 
father, Lewis Morris, a trnct of ;"), 000 acres. 

"Abijah Gilbert of \Varwickshire, England, came to Amer­
ica in 17t-m, svcrnli11g the ·winter with relatives in New .forsey. 
It was here ho met Richard and Lewis .Morris arnl purchai-md a 
traet of 1,000 acres for which he 1mi<l 071 pomHh,, Hs. H<l. lmfure 
seeing the wilderness that was t,o hecome his home. 'rlw orig­
inal tract included the vortion where Gilbmtsville now stawls, 
reaching away through the Butternuts valley and back oH the 
hills bounding the village. Iu 1787 Gen .• Jacob :Murris made 
his first ex1mditio11 into the region accompanied by l\ir. G-ilbert, 
and the settlement of the village began ill the samo year. 

'·The second settler was Joseph Cox, also of \Varwicksh irn, 
Englarnl. 11he third settler was a woman, Betsy Ni('.hols, and 
the t-irst wed<ling that which celebrated her marriage with .J oseJJh 
Oux. l\fr. Cox introdncetl the maki11g of E11glish dieesP, st.ill 
<1nite au industry in that section. Dairying is the prinei11al 
occn1mtion at the present time. 

"In those early clays the timber hei11g su nlmrnlnnt was of 
com}Hll'atively lit.tle value. 'J1he rnaiu object of work was tu 
clear the land for crops. The fourth immigrant was .Jollll 
:Marsh, an energet,ic youug pioneer from Cmmectieut. He 
brought a yoke of oxeu of great service in loggi11g. In 17~11 Mr. 
Gilbert retnrnecl to England and in the following svring lmrnght. 
his family to the log cabin home in America. 

"rrwo sons of Abijah Gilhert, J"{_llm Y. and Jose1)h 'J1., whu 
had lmen ntt.emling school at Schenectady, C'ame to the set.thi­
ment in 17m). About the same time came also vVillian1 :Musson 
and Hamnel Cotton, with whom Mr. Gilbert forme<l a lmsi1wss 
partnershi}J under the name of Musson, Cotton a1ul Gillmrt. 
This firm established a store on · the lvirn,son farm in 18()(>. 
Religions services were held for some time in Mr. (-hlherfs 
barn, and the first religions society was forlllecl in 17H7. '' 

Edward Thorp was a pioneer north of the vi1laue. His son 
Henry was a member of Assembly in 187:3. Clrnrles Hoot, Uw 
father of :.Major Charles P. Root, was an early settler iu the east­
ern vart of the township. rrhe Shaw hruthers. Dem~un Samuel, 
Col. David and William came from Massachusetts in l 7Hn. 



Other pionems wlw·arn ltonorahly rnrnemliered were Capt. 
.John Bryant., arnl the lm>thers. Levi and rrhomm; Halbert. 
Levi Hal hert was tlw first teaclwr in the town. rrlw first su­
pervisor was Lewi:.:-; F1ra11cl10t ( J 7~lf i- "!)H ), a11d the first town clerk 
Flez;(ikinh Dayton ( 17!Hi-1H0t> ). . 

' ' ' 
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GILBERTSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 

t'ICHOOLH: Number of districts, 17>. Number of teaehers, 
10. Chil<lrnn of school age, :320. 

rrlie Gilbmtsville High H<'hool occupies the suhstm1tinl 
stone lmildi11g formerly nso~l liy tlw Acnclemy. It is under tlw 
control of the Regents of the University of tho Ht.ate,nmlgrants 
Regents' <livlomns. It vruvid<➔S n classical (\(Huse of four years. 
It is well supplied with avparatns, lllaps, all(l anatomical models. 
Pupils have access also to the excelle11t village library. The 
faculty of tlw school consists of a principal and four assistants. 

CHURCHES: At <+ilhm-tsvillo, Bavt.ist. Episcopal, Meth­
odist, arnl Presbyterian. 

N E\VSP APl~RH: Tlw ''Ots(1go .Junr11al," pu blishe<l at 
Oilhort.Rvilh Estalilislwd, 1H7G. 
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Cherry 

. ln•:1, :..!-/,fhi8 .-l1'l'1's. 

Valley 

!',i111il:1/ iun. / .8U:.! . 

Cl L KRl{Y VA LL EY 1.llwn­
sliip wa:-; organiz.e<l in 17~~) 
and tlwn <'<)lllpriSP<l all that. 
porti1 lit of tlw cotmt.y l',tst of 
( )h,Pgo Lak<\ and t]w t·-hrn<pw­
lia1111a riv<'l', and inelrnli11g 
UH• whol<i of t.lw J>n~Sl'llt. t.m-r11 
()f ~J>ringifold, lmt. with t.hn 
irn·rnnsP of po1mlatimt it was 
n•ppatJ·dly snlidivid(\d lllttil 
Pight. t.()w11:-.;l1ip:-; had lil'Plt 
for11wd from the llrigi11al 011u-

'l1ho surf:we is gu1wrally lt illy. 'rlw high<•tit. ulPvatio11:-:; 
in the c-.ount.y are in thiH h)wnshi]l, HPvmal p<lints <)XC'Prdi 11g 

2,000 feet. in height. Among t.hesP is :M<lunt. IrnluJ>e1ulP11<'<\ 
three mih,s east. of Clwrry V nlley village, arnl funnur1y rnganled 
as the highest., hut the New York ~-Hatt' t-ituvPy has recmdly de­
termined a higher point, Hnmely, a hill t,\YO alHl onp-fourt.h miles 
northwest of Cent.er Valley on ·which a signnl stntion of the 
survey has been estahlishecl. 'rhis summit. is 2,B0l red abov() 
tide, arnl is the highest kn<lWll })oint in the county. 

The waters of th(~ 0entral and southern vnrt fiow into 
the Susquehanna, while the nortlwrn part is clrniwi<l by trilnda­
ries of the Mohawk. 'rhe soil is fertile, particularly in tlw val­
leys, where are founcl many of the fo1est farms jn the <'<llmt.y. 

The village of Cherry Valley is beautifully sitnafod <lJl 
Cherry Valley creek near thP centre of the township, arnl is ro­
mantically environed hy hillf,. It ,vas the first white settle1111:mt 
in the county, elating from a land graut mndo hy the antlwritfos 
of New York to John Lindmmy and others in l 7B8, the seitk­
ment being mmle two years later. Its 11anw was dt~rived frum 
the aburnlnnce of wild cherries that grew in the vicinity. 



Tlw early liist()ry <>f this pl,wn is of 111111s11al i11fpn•st 
and i111p()rta11c·c\. It. has lit><'-ll giv<)IL in part in <'·<llllH\<·tion with 
IIH\ g"l'IHffal history ()r 11w ('()lltLt.y. 'l,lw tllassa<·n• <>f 1770 dt'S()­
lal<\d tlw plac·t>. A fow hravu s<iftlprs rn111ai1wd 11nder tlw pro­
lt\1·1io11 < ,f tlw garris, ,11, wltic-h was ,·al bl mvay t.lw 1wxt :-;11111111<\r: 
llld, a S<\<~<>ttd surpriH<\ and 111assac•.rp hy 1l1<1 sava_:2,·ps in tlw spring 
()f 1700 (t>igld liPill!2.· kilbl and fo11rf<'c1n c·arriPd itd() <·aptivity ). 
<·atu:,t>d tlw 1111fort 111mh1 scdt.lu111md, to In\ c·o111plcddy alia11d011P<l. 

"H was it1dl'l'll wipc1d ()lit ()r ()XiHfa'-ll('(), all that ]'('lllaitw<l 
---tlw f()ri, thP 1·h1m~h, and <'-VPry dWl'-lli11g h1•i11g lllll'lll1<l. a11d 
tl11LH tlw l'l'-Hlllts of the laliors ()r lll'arly forty Y<'ill"S \\'('1"(' d()­
sfn>yPd and t1w ,·alluy rd11nwd int,i tlw 1111disp11tPd JH>SHL1ssio11 
ol' t.lw la•asts and the birds, and ( ~lwny Vall1•y, a fow yearn la•­

l'1>n1 tlw larg1•si. and lllost 1n·1n11ine11t <>I' th<' t'ro11tim· HPttle11H11ds 
()I' NPw York, wa:-; h11t a 11a11w ... * 

But with tlw rdnrn of p<'n<·n tlw :-;pf th•rs who had s11r­
viv<'d till' lwrn>l'R of wnr and 111assac·n1 rd11r11Pd and sot1.! . .d1t thPir 
l'i ,rnwr lw111c•s. t lwngh t lwy fon11d 011 ly a wildm·tll'SH, li11t tlw 
lian !ships tlwy hall Pnch1red tit 1t>d t lw111 for t lwir ll<'W stn1g·g·h•. 
'1,ltl' villagu arns<1 from its rnins arnl its huildPrs Wlm\ t,;1io11 rn-ill­
fm·<·ud liy 1lH' m'stur11 tidP of <'Illigrn1iu11 of thrn,l' days, HtHl in 
a l'l1W yPars ChmTy VallPy was again tlw largPst Sl'itle11w11t suuth 
d Uw .:\Ic,hawk. 

In L7H.{ (-hmeral \YashingLrn. a<·c·omJHllliud liy Govn-
11or Gl\()J'g"(1 Cli11tm1 ancl otlwr distingnishPcl nwn, h<•ing tlll an 
PxturnlPd tom· thrungh tlw state, visited Clwrry Yalhiy. Tlw 
party was m1tertai1wd at tlw house of Col. ~amnel Ca111vliell. 
,Jrnlge \Yilliam \Y. Campbell (a grancls011 of ~amnel), i11 his 
"Annals uf rrrycm County,'' rdates tl1P followiug incicleut of 
this visit. Uov. Cliut.011, observing several stunt boys, rP­
marked that they ,vunlcl rnalrn fine soldiers sometinw. lvlrH. 
Carn1ihdl rPpliP<l that slw holJPd thu couut,ry would 1wvm lWl\d 

1lwir survict\S. "I lrn1m so1 too, :MadnnL" sai<l \Ym,hi11gtoll, 
"fur I have smm <mon,!.J1 of war.'· 

Clwrry Valley has been the birthplace· or rnsiclencP of 
sonw disti11gnit:d1e<l 11w11, among wholll are tho following: 

Col. ~nmnel C11111phdl, n distinguishecl patriot of tho Hev­
ulntion and one of tlw lwroPs of tlw hnttfo of ( >riskany, wlwru 
lw took the t·hid cu111111111Hl after Hon. Herkimer ,raH ,votm<l<itl. 
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Col. Hamnd Clydl\ al:-;o nno of tlw lwrolJH of tho liattfo of 
( )ri:-;lrnny and of tlw bonlPr ,vars of the HPvolutiu11. lfo was the 
first. sheriff of ( Htwgo c·mmty. 

Rev. Dr. Elivliald Nott, J>rP:-;idunt. for sixty years of Un­
ion Collop;e, t)clwned.ady, whose first past.oratP was at Cherry 

Valley. 
Hon. \Villiarn \V. Carnplinll. ,Jn:-;ti<-e of tlw Hnprenw Court. 

of New York, nrnl author of "Anna!:-; of Tryon County," "Lifo 
of De\Vitt Cli11to11," all( l otlwr works. 

I-Ion. .Tah}½ D. Ha111m<rn<l. an l1mi11P11t lawyur, ( HsPg<i 
Comity ,Judge, MeJ11ber of C<J11grnss, author of "Political His­
tory of the State of New Yurk, '' and ''Lifo and rl'iJ11us of Silas 
\Vright. '' 

Hon. Levi BPardsh\y. lawym·, Htatl' Hunator, and author <Jf 
"Heanh,foy's lfon1i11is<'<'ll<'l'S ... a valualil< 1 <~rnitriln1tio11 t<> l<wal 
history. 
_ Dr .• Jrn-;pph \Vhik, a11 <1 111i1w11t J>liy:-;ic·ian and surgt\<>11, 

president of t]w Ots\'J.?;O J\l1_1di<·al S<H·idy, <>f t.lw N1. 1 w Y<>rk State 
J\fo<lfral Srn~idy, awl of tlw Fairlfold l\lrnli<·al Culll'gu. lfo was 
alr11nst ucptally tlistingui:-;lwd in law an<l in tiitarn·e, a 111an <Jf 
wouderfnlly varied attai1111Hmts. . 

Rev. Solomon HJmnlding, tlw f-ir:,-t pri111·1pal of Climry Val­
ley .Acaclmny arnl t.lw rPpnt.ud rrnt.lwr <>f t lw "Bo<>k of :M()r­
mon, · · which lrn wrote ns a rom1mc·P. 

Otlim· noted mun of thP (\!trly ti11w WPI'l\ the lawyern Alvin 
Stewart., .Tamm, 0. Murse, Jamm; Bnwlrnt., Isaa<·· Sueluy, U-t1orgu 
Clyde and Honwu Lathrop. 111w Climry Vall<\Y lmr was 
famous throughout the stah). Sawyer says in his history: 
" The history uf tl1is conntry, and JJrulmhJy of the wl\()lu 
world, prm-mnts no other cas<~ in whic.h a villagt\ of h\SH than a 
thunsnrnl people has pussoss1id, at 0110 tinw, so grnat. an array of 
legal talent, in active mHl stwetissfnl prnl·.ticu. '' 

Among tlw early sot.tlmi:, who are hmwrahly ru111e111 hornd 
wore also Archilmld Ml'l{Pllip, .Ja111es rrho1np8<lll, .Janws Can­
non, vVilliam PPeso, Dr. David LitUt\ Major .John Walt.011 
Robert. Shankland, n 11ntive of Ireland and a fam<mH patriot and 
Indian fighter, .Ta11ws arnl .Juhn \\rilsuIL arnl Edwin .Jrnld. 

An ol(l lady, writing of t.hu early timm; in Cherry Valhiy, 
relates the following of ..Alvin Stewart, Uw wittfost a11d most 
sncceRsfnl lawyer of his timu i11 the 8tate: 



r:111mnr r.-11,1.,1;r :17 

'' Ho was a tnac.hm at first i11 tlw Acadnmy, and. always 
kopt his ny(ls <>]_)on whm1 lw mad<\ tho praym· at tho o]Jeni11g of' 
the school. ( hw snholnr, bolder than th(l othen;, sai<l: 'Mr. 
1-itewart, why do yon ahvays lwnp yonr oyos 01m11 when yon 
pray r' He said, 'we am co111111awlrnl h> watch as we11 a8 JJray.' 
Bnt lw was much lilrnd hy his p1qiilH. I wish I conl<l rnmmn­
lmr all tlw fmrny things I'v<i lward of' him. An ol<l lady told 

11H1 that on<~n a hoy did so111dh i 11g agai 11st the\ rnle, arnl lw told 
hi111 to go a11cl gd H()Jlle ,vitlws. \Vlrnn tlw h(lY na11w back lw 
told hin1 ho thought he shonl<l hnvo to kill him; nrnl, as hn 
thrnatmw<l, ho lrnJJt poki11g tlw ,ritlws in the nslws hi snas011 
tl,mn. vVhen school was disrnissc<l, ]w t()()k np the lnmcll<i of 

sticks and told the b()y to rnn; and lio whipt all the lim1clws 
arnl chairs, a11cl the hoy OH<\aprnl mn-i<',atlH\<L Hu was addidP<l 
to tnki11g too rnnch sonwtinws, lmt. lw aft<\rwards rdorn1Pd and 
lmcanw a grnat fo111pm-a11ce 111n11. ., 

VTLLAOEH: This tow11ship co11tai11s threc1 -vill;H.?:(~s, 
viz: Chnrry Valloy (lH>Jrnlatio11, 'T7~). Halt Hpringvilln (popn­
lati()11, 11 !I), arnl Ccmfor Valley (lJ<>Jmlatio11, 107). 

HOH< >OLH: Nnnilier of clistrids in tlw t()wnship 12. 
N 11111 lier of tPnchers lli. Chi lclnm ()f H<·ho()l ag<1 :Wi">. 

rriw Cherry Ya11oy High Hnhool is tho snN·nss<>r of tlw 
fa111ons olcl Cherry Yallny n<·ademy. It is a lfogcmtH' H<·lw()l of 
high grade\ with a wide rang<\ ()j' :-wiP11titi('. all(l <·lassical i11si.rtw­
tio11. rl,lw lmildi11g has mcrn1tly IH\Plt milarg(1d, in1pl'<>vrnl and 
snpplirn l with 110w apparnhrn. '11he library c011tni11s 1, GOO 
volnmos. 

CHUHCHEH: Tlwrn am fonr chnrehcs: nnptist, 
'Episco1 ml, Mot.lwclist (~piscopnl rrncl Pn\shyforim1. 

NEWHPAPKRH: 'rlll\ "Ch(~l'l'Y \'alh\y Uazdfo," Olin 

ol' tlw oldm,t ]Hll)Ol'H in tlw (~01111ty (esb1hlislwd ,~rn), 18 t.lw 
}()(·al (>rg·a11 for Clwrry Yallny and adjoining t<>\\·11ships. 



Decatur 

D EGATl TH, tow11shiJ > was 
sd. off frolll \\'orclistm· 111 

l~OH.. ]ts snrl'acli is hilly, 
hrolrnn hy narrow val!(iys. 
'l1he pri11ci1ml strna111s am ( )ak 

arnl Parker crneks trilrntary 
tu the Nchmwvns. 111w first 
settlement wns 111ad(1 i11 17~10 
by ,Tacoh IGrnwy 1war t.lw 
present villag·ti of l)pcatur. 

'J1lw first lll(ff<'.hn111. in tlui 
villag·e ,,·as Nnhn111 rrhu111pso11, who was 111emhm- of tlw assn111-

hly in lH-1,L The tirnt sn1iun'isor was David Tripp, arnl tliP 
first to\Yll clerk was Lemuel Flot.c·her. 

The first school was tanght by Hamnd Thnrher ahont tlH\ 
year 17~lH. 

'The first grist mill was ernctecl by ,John Champion, tlw 
gramlfnther of' H. B. Cluu11pi011. editor of the "Ht.nmford 1\,fir­
ror. ~' ,fames Ht.ewart hnilt the first carcling mill. 

,Jact>li Brown arnl his son .Jiwuh came fru111 Colnlll hin 
C.<>tmty in 17H7. Nathan arnl (+anbwr Boorn wei·o early sdtlm·s. 
Amos, a son of Onrdner, ,vns su1>orvisur for six yrnus. 'iilw 
hrot1wrs, Elisha, .John arnl Hn1111wl \\'ntmma11, camu fr<l111 Nor­
wich, Cornw(·.t.frnt., s0011 after the lfoYo1ntio11. From Elisha \YaH 

dnsc,ewle<l the lafo Lmvis Edson \Yaformnn, the inve11tor of i.lw 
''\Yatornum Idual Fountain Pen.'· l\fr. \Yatennan wnH horn i11 

Drn·atur in the year lH:rr and diocl ill Brooklyn, N. Y., lll 1 mio. 
( )ther 1>irnteor settlers wern ,fohn 'l1n•at, Charles '11rPa1., 

Charles Ka1Jll\ Orra Pmris, .Amoi-; Crip1mn, Rohm-t Larn,i11g, 
Clw1s<ia arnl Lornnz.1> Dow Dads ancl :A1Hln\W :--;1oa11. 

VJL LA<+EH: '11his is a strictly agricnltnrnl 1mnrnhip. haY­
ing rni1y 0110 villag(\ Dm·.ahu, with n JH>Jmlati011 of 70. 

(~Hl TUCHEH: Tlwrn is only 011e chnrch i11 tlw i.tnYm·d1ip, a 
M dhodist <~l111r<'l1 at tlH1 villagP of Decatnr. 

HCHOOLH: Nn111lipr ol' distri<·ts: (i. N1111ilH\l' (}r t.P:icl1ms, 
Ii. Cliildrn11 1>1· Sl'il<lol a_u;P. 7:-,. 



Edmeston 

f'o1)IJ/:1,t ion, 1 Jfit. 

!'\/\:11 :1 1-,1 - ET}iVIE~TON was formed from 
r- -- I 

CHl:f.Jl\!,J(;U . '.f \_ '~,-~--/ lttlw town of Bnrlii1gton in lHOH . 

. ,tit:••,~ t"""< · / 
1 
'11lie surface is an elevated nvlarnl, 

l O ,,. "t'1t·
1
"~ \ ~-',<! b~·ok011 by 11m1~<:mrns valleys. 'L,he 

, · · )J'( . \' ., lnglwst c]evatiuns nre about JOO 

.-~·/ "---, . ~f-V !< :·· .• f.ed ah'.>ve the Urnl<lilla river ,vhich 
, "J \._. > \s) J :'"\),• forms its wm;tcn1 boundary. r:rlw 

~Ji{ ("~,/--1:~J1
,),( ~::, t~>wnshiJ) takm; its_nam~ from Col. 

,.- /~~:,vu: ~~-_,
1
, <1 ~7 J ~.-1! E(linest.on, an offi('er 111 the o](l 

, f_ S '\)\~ ,1)~ ~~ i- f ==,, Fre1l('h war ( 17i)J.l 7(5B), who for 

)
\ \J) -~, O \ • . CJ l O O 

• l f tl , _ ~ _ -:- __ -\->3>:_i~=~ _ ~--·,tJ_ ~ _ 
11 

ns serv1C'es rec.e1ve( rom ie 

, . P\Tf')1 1Jf1_L~ _,_1111 '" 1' 11 u.~ijcrow11 a tract of 110,000 acres 

along the l Trnulilla river. 1\> this tract Col. Edmeston sent 
Persifor Cn.n,n. faithfnl old soldier of his comnrnrnl, who nm1airn~d 
hem until canied away with his family captive hy the Indians, 
lmt after the Rnvolnticrn he rebu11e(l. 

Tn 1H]H \Yilliam Htfrkrn\y and Hamuel Himons built n forge 
and tri]J hammer for the manufacture of axes, rifle barrels, 
scytlws arnl wrought irrnt vlmv shares. 'L11w first physician was 
Dr. Haines Nmith, who came with his family from Vermout in 
1 HOO. His grnrnlson, Hon. Davi<l B. St .• Joh11, became a resi­
dunt of the town in lH20. Other early settlers in the town who 
have livi11g (lrn:;c~e1td1mts were Davicl Chapin, with his large 
fa111i ly, Nat.Jinn Langworthy, l:fonry D. Cramlall, Htephcm 
Hoxie, Adi11 ancl Lyman ])l)llling, .John S. Coon, Charles ]?. 
O<>rnlrich, Levi D. Bnnlrn, Dnniel H. Barrett, Ahul Matterson, 
Charles Burlingham, EraRtns \Valdo, Daniel R. Bnrrntt, .Jrnmph 
Bootnrn.n, .Jn11ws P. A(•.korma11, · E1>hriam Chamberlain, Etlwin 
Plwlps, .Tolm rr_ Hic'.ltanls, Hiram \Yright, Bm1jamin Peet, 
(1Por!.!;o H. rl,alhot, El<lm- Taylor, All(lmw Hawkins, Hilas Oontm,, 
.Jnlim; Li1ws~ Snnnwl Hovkins, 0. L. Smith, Ul~orge Arnold, 
Dalll(ll Uhavin Hll(l .Jacoli rl'al\J()t. 
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VILT..JAHEH: rrlwre am thn\c vi I I ages i11 th is tmn1sl1 ip: 
EclrnestoB (population 7-l~l), \V<\St l~d11wst<>ll (pu1rnlatirn1 ~~~). 
a]l(l Houth Edmeston (po1rnlation 20li). North Ed11wst<rn is a 
rural J_mstoffice. 

HOHOOLS: Number of distrids, J;L Number of teac~hen;, 
17. Children of school ag<i, 21i(i. 

rr1w Ed11wston High Hd1()ol is n11dm· tlui Sll]HffVlSlOll of tlw 
Board of Regm1ts. rrlw ac\adP111 i<\ < lepart.11H\11t has a wel I (\< l nipJHi<l 

laboratory, a library of 1,()()() vol11111m,;, and nll 11ncessary rnfmrn1cn 
hooks. rrlie fncn lty cmrnists of a pri 11,·.ioal and l'onr :rnsist~nts . 

.; 

. 
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EDMESTON HIGH SCHOOL 

OHUROHE~: '11here are six churches in the township of 
Edmeston, namely: Baptist, Methodist and Free Metli(){list at 
E<lmeston villnge; Baptist nrnl 7th day B:q>tist at \\\}st EclmPs­
ton ancl a lT ni<m church at Hon th E<l111est011. 

NE\VHPAPgHH: rrlw ''Ed11wsto11 T..10<·.al,'' m,tahlislwd i11 
1H82, circnlatoH ahm m, a local organ i11 the t.ow11Hhip8 of Bm·­
li11gto11, Pittsfield, Plai1dield, nnd New Lisbon. 
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KX l1~TEH was f<ll'IIWd rr()!!! 

Riddi.<ild in 17!l!l. Tl1n f-mrfacn 

is grn1m-al1y hilly, somn of 1.lw 
<devatio11s h11i11g ;H)() fod nhovu 
tlw va]hiys. It is drai,wd hy 
T-forkinwr and Hutlwrlarnl <·rnd,s 
whi<'.h !low into Ua11ndarag<i 
ln]w and hy Hntt.(m1uts and 

,v11art.011 c·.rntdrn wh icli llmv inh, 

t.lw lT11adilla rivm. >. :y•h~~I,, L~lc 

', ) ,_; (' 

n11n1.1~L;TuN ·\_( ~,-(~---~ ~u 'l1lw Pnrliust lnll(lnd Jll'O]ll'l-

---- _., / ........ - : ,!,2'.:.~ ,;,, 0 et.ors 111 this t()w11ship ,rnn•. 

Major .John Tmrnicliff arnl '\'illiam /\11gnll. l\ifajor 'l1 111111icliff 
,vas a gcmtlmn1111 of intd]igcmce, cnltnrn flll(l ,rnalth, ,\'110 <·a11w 
from Dnrhy, E11glnrnl, 111 t.lw yenr 1 T>fi, and 1mrchn::,ed 12,()()() 

acrm; nf ]a11cl lm]011gi11g to tlw 1intm1t that had ho011 n~<·t>11tly 

t!TH11tod to David H<\hnylcir and othnrs, his 1mrchnsn lying t1i tlw 
wrn-;t of Fly Cnink aml hoi11g llHl.i11ly within tlw 1n·nsP11l tmn1-
ship of Exeter hnt extondi11g sonwwhat into Hich finld. fforp 

he lrnilt a cahi11 at a lJlace called "'11]10 Oaks,~' awl co111mm1cnd 
a sd.tlement, hnt dru1gnr from tlw Ill(lians soon cans1)cl hilll to 
almrnlon it nnt.il the closu of t.lw :Fnmch wnr. wlw11 lw rdm·11pd 

with his family nnd madu hern his pm-111arnmt ho111e. 
vYillia111 Angell was frolll Uhrnlo Islarnl and located 01_1 ,vhat 

has since hee11 k.110,,·11 as A11gell's Hill, i11 schoul dist.rid. No. :1. 
His family ccmsistecl of six sons all(l several daughtms. Hi:-; 
son William G. A11gell, wns an intluontial man, and represe11tc~(l 
his <listrict. in cougrnss. 

Other early settlers wero .To11athan Angell, Heth 'I1n hhs, 
.Jacob G-ohle, Caleb Clark, Ruthd l\{art.i11, Amos arnl Hnll 
'I11wmas, .Joshua Uort.on, Friel Ht.rnw, Ashnl \Yilliams all(l An­
gnstns Curtiss. .John arnl Aaron Phillips of Ca111 l>ridg<\ l\{ass., 
came to Exeter iu 17~lU. 'l11iey establishecl a circ11lati11g li hrary 
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nncl in 1H22 n Cougregntionnl chnrcl1. A111011g tlw early sdtlen-; 
wns Hon. Levi Brn:i.nfoley, an e111i11md. lawym· and anthor or 
"Beanls1ey's Rmninisc~<)11ces and Ancrnlot(\S. :, Tfo <'.anw i<> 

l~xetfff in his infancy ·with his panrnts in l7~l0. rrlw family sd­
tle(l 011 "rl1lw Herkimer Farr11,:' lint aftm-vvards rn111oved to 
Ricl1field. 

A P10;-,..:1<;1 ◄:J{ Ilo:\IE I'.'I THE Fo1rn~T. 

rl\) give an i(lea of tlrn trials cmdnnid liy tlw settlrn-s i11 
those days we qnote from his e11tertai11 in~ h()ok of "lfon1i nis-
ccmces: 

,, 

"v\'e left mu eastern honw with n <'.art., <llHJ or two wagrnis, 
01ie or two yoke of oxen, three or fonr lwnms, a11cl a fow <~ai.tlP, 
sheep, aml hogs. 'J1he roacls ~em ex<•e:-;sivoly had, a11d wo took 
hnt little honsoholcl goods with us. :My mothm· was ldt h<\h ind 
with a sick chilcl. My sistor, about two ypars ye nrng1\r t.luin 
myself, was with mo, stowocl in a cart or wago11 an1c1ng tlw 
chairs arnl f1u11itnre, arnl 1mt muler tlw care of a girl Im night 
np hy my grarnlfather. '' 

Some clistmice this side of Crmajohario tlwy ahand011ed 
their vehides, in consequmwc of tlw had roads, arnl 
vroceedecl 011 their jonnwy. "Hume of tho party droyn tlw Ii rn 
stock, arnl went on the best way tlwy no11ld. :My f'atlwr put a 
sadclle 011 0110 of the horses, aml 011 at}()t]ier 1mcked a lii1d a11d 
hecldillg, 011 which the girl wns to ricln. I was ]Jlac·l\d on tlrn 
horse hehirnl him, on a JJillow tirnl to tlw saddle, with a st.mp 
nn"<ler my arms hncklecl to his ·waist t11 1n·evrnit 11w fro111 falli11g· 
off, nrnl carrying 1ny sister heforn hi Ill vrn pnn-nwd 1 ,11r jmll'IH\Y, 
tho girl Sukey, ricli11~ tho other lwrse on h>]J of tlw lirnl arnl 
lmdcling, a11cl a yenrli11g colt tnggi11g after. This c<>11stit.utPd 
the cavalcacle, so far as my father and his fa111ily wPni <'<>11-

c•.ernecl. " 
rl,lieir destination was tinally rnaclwd. and sc><1i1 al't<1r Mr. 

Brnuclsley's fat.her rdnnwd t,, tho oast arul I in J11glit Ii is wi l'u a11d 
sick child to the 1iew country. Ho says: 

''Hhe rode thn Jwrsn <lll a lll1t11 \:; saddle, and c-nrriPcl t lw 
child, my father in a 1mtriarnhal lllnlllHff walking liy lu1r sid(\: 
arnl thus tlw fa1nily WPrn at last ro-n11it<1d i11 tlw ,,·nods at. tlw 
fo()t of the lmantifn I lalw, arnl hy tlw sido of tlw fi1w Ii It.In 
stnmm k1ww11 as Herkinwr crnok, tlw11 1'1111 ol' fish, part i<·u larly 
t.lw S!Jl~ck]ed trnut. 
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"rrhe house that we moved into was a :-;1n,tll log cal>i11, tlw 
body lai<l 111J, arnl part, th011gh not tho ·wl10lu,of tlw r()()I' covernd 
with black rn-;h and olm hark, \\'hich had heei1 JH1ekid frolll thP 
t.rnm; at the seasm1 when bark is taken off easily. \\'IHm opt111ed 
011t awl pnt uJI tlw roof arnl prnssed dow11 \\·ith polos or s111all 
ti111lmrs, tlH~ rongii side exposed to the weatlwr, it 1nakcs a g·<HHI 

roof that ,vill last several years arnl shetl tlw rni11 qni1.ll ,vull. 
Tlw hom-m was only vartially covore<l, arnl ,vhm1 it rninrnl wn 
had to 1mt our effects arnl onrselves under that part which was 
slwlterncl. 

"rl11w Hour was of basswood logs, split a11d howe<l partly 011 
u1Hi side, and then svikrnl clown lllaking a snhstantial floor, lmt 
only ahont half was laid. \Ve had 110 fin1 plarni ()l' <~hi1111wy,1uul 
till this \VHS lmilt the cooking mnst all lie tlone out of <loors. 

''A mrnl-mHl-stack chim11ey n11d iirqilac·e wmu aHerwanls 
addt1d as thu weather became cold, HJl(l to gd tlarth 1Jl' c·lay to 
rnnlrn nwrtar to daub the honsu and 111alrn tlw <·l1i111ntiy. a holn 
was dug nn<ler tlw floor which was 0111· only cellar. in whic-li, i11 
·wi11t,er, we 1mt a fmy hnslwls of potatoes and tnniivs, all(l t()(Jk 
np orw of tho tlattoned logs from tho tlo()r wlw110Y<ll' we wa11tecl 
m1ythi11g from below. I lrnvu said there was 110 cl<Hll" wlwn wn 
movrnl in. l\fy fatlwr 011 rnaclii11g tlw ]1< JllSP with 111_y 111< Jtlwr 
a11d fn111ily.susvm1decl a hla11lrnt at tlw doonray 1.<J kt\tqi <llll 1iart 
(lf tliu 11ight air.'' 

_Mr. B8arclslt~y gi ,·<1s a fnrtlwr i 11sigl1t i nt(l tlw c·nsh nns (lf 
th()so days in hiH <luscription ol' the first ,rnddi11g. l-fo says: 

"Ld nw <hisc·rihP thu first W<\ddi11g1 which was th<\ marri­
ago of n sisfor of my mo1.hm, who was marrirnl i() 11:ht\llOZN 
Husi-mll; tlw 111arriago wns at my fathm-\;, i 11 tlw log h()nsu. I 
do ll<lt remrnnhm how tlw 1iartios W<'l'll drosSl\d, hut 11<i don ht in 
their bt\st gear. .Jndgu O )( l}lm', (lf c()( l)lm'Sh )\\"II, was S(\Jd, f'<ll', 
I Joing tlw 1ienrnst 111ag·istrah\, arn l <·anw PiglitP011 111 i l< 1s pri tlC'i­
pal ly throngh t)H\ W<l<Hls. to )ll\l'l'on11 tlw <'Nl\111<i11y. 'I'hP JH\igh­
hon;;; worn i11Yitrnl, tlw old pin<\ tahlo was in tlw rniddl<\ (lf' 1lH 1 

J'()o111, on ,rhich T rn<·ollo<·t was pl1w<1cl n hug<' \\"<Hld<\JI li()wl lillt\d 
with fried cairns ( nnt cnkm; or dongl11111ts, as tlw <'<lt111try J><'<lphi 
<·all tlw111 ). Tlwm might hm·<\ l l<'<'ll s1 n11Pt hi 11g <'lsP 1 c, c1 ,11sti tutP 

the 111arriag<\ foast, but I do 1101. rt\t·ollt\<'t :myth i 11g l\X<'<\Jit n l dad;. 
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jnnk hot.tie filled with rnm; sonw mnple sugnr arnl water. Tlw 
jrnlgn was ill his Imig ridi11g hoots, <'.ovm·ticl with mud up to Iris 
lrnens, his horse was feel, that ho might Im off ·when tlw enrn­
mon,y was over. rrhe vnrties vrnscmtrnl thmnsel ves, ancl W(ff<) SllOll 

111acln mall and wifo as his "Honor" offinially m111orn1<·.ed. }fo 
tlinn gave the hrido a goocl hearty kiss, or rather smack. relllark­
ing that Jw always clai 111ml that ns his foc1; took a clri11 k of' r11111, 
drank health, vrospmity arnl long lifo to thrnm manincl, atn a 
cnlrn or two, clodilHicl evm1 staying to snppm, said that lw nrnst 
Im oll his way horno, arnl slwnlcl go to tlw foot of tlw lakc1 that 
night, rnf1rnrnl a11y other foo for his smvi<"ns, 1111m11fod Iris horsu 
all(l was off; ancl thus was the first marriage colc1hratncl. ·' 

VILLAO EH: rl1lwre are thrrn) villagcis i11 this tow11sh i fl, 
vi½: Hclmylnr Lalrn (po1mlati011 ,!()Ii), \Yest Exdm (pop1ilatio11 
lli7), arnl l~xut.m (popnlati011 (iO). 

HCHOOLH: Nnmhor of' S<'.lwol clistrid.H, 8. N11111l1er or 
tf~aclwrs, ll. Child nm of school agu, H>~. rl1lw l T11 ion l11 rnc• 
Hclwol at 8clrny ]er Lake rn1qiloys l'onr trnwhers and iR we! I or­
g:mimcl for dficimit ·work. 

OH1 TH.CH l~H: rrlwrn are fin) chnrc·lws in this h,w11slt ip, 
vi½: at l~xdPr, lvfotl10clist; at \\'est Exdur. Mcd.hoclist; at N1·lrny­
h-ff Lakn, Ba]>tist, nfotltoclist nrnl { 111ivmsalist. 
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ken shillings pur iwre. 

I 'opu l:1 I in 11, f ,S()(J_ 

11.i\H,T\\'[CK wa:-; forn1t~d 
frnn1 Otseg<l in l~O~. lts 
snrf',we is hilly, the highest 
sn111111its being :WO 1.o ;3;-,0 
foot ahovo t.lw vallt\ys. Jt is 
drairH~d by tmvoral s111all 
st.n,a111s that tlow inhi tltP 
~nsq ueha111rn and Uw ea:-;t 

hn111c·h uf t.ho ( )jpgu <']'(\Pk. 
'iilw township was 11a111Pd ill 
lw1wr uf the Hev .• Juh11 Chri::;-

H.AH.T\,V ICK HE1\1IN A RY. -In ltis wil I :.Mr. Hartwi<-k ldt 
his wholu fort.miu for the est.ahlisl1111m1t of the He111i11ary t1iat. 
I >ears his 11a111e. 'I1he Rd1ool was upmwd 011 t.he 1:-,t.h of JJecrn11-
hm-, 1~.li}, with the lfov. Dr. EnwRt Lowis I-Jar,olins as vri11ci-
1ml. It uow has three departnwnts ·· Hegents, Collegiate nrnl 
'rlwolugical. 'J1he buildings havP recm1tly hee11 rnmoclelecl and 
l!rilarged. The inst.itntiu11 is located fonr mile:,;; sont.h of Coop­
mst.owu on the Cooverstowu awl Charlotte Valley railroad. 
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(\>11:-;pi<·uons a111<n1g IIH1 na1iv<'H ()f Hartwi<·k was \\'illin111 
TI. Biss1dl wit<> was l><ll'll 111 tlii:-; l<l\\'11 in JSll, hut. early rn­
Jll<>VPd with liis pan'1ds I<> 1\lilt'onl wlit>rn 1w .!.!.Tmv t<J 111ruil1ood. 
J-fo pn•par<'d Iii 1wwl r For Uw 1nPd i<'al pr< >fossio11, IJllt al m11do1u~d 
it f<ll' llw law. ]11 1s:n lw l'l\lll<l\'Pd to ]lli11ois, l'ro111 whi<·l1 :-;lat(~ 
lu1 s1•n·t~d as a <'<ilu1wl i11 11w 1\1Pxi<·a11 war. Jiu also ni1m\Sl\llf.l~d 
liis district. in ('(lll,t!,TmiS l'nllll Js.rn to JS;);\ I11 JS.->(i lw was 
l'IP<·fa,d g·o,·<•n1<>r ()r tlw statu, was n\-ole<·t<id a11d died at Hpri11g-· 
liPld, 111., i11 lSliO, whilP Stff,·i11g his s<W<>tHl fen11. 

..:\111<>11g i lw <'arly sl'1 t IPrs ,n~rn the i>rotltms ,fol111 a11d Na­
il1a11 Dm·ids<lll. \\'illia111 n11d Nathan Pi<dd, .frrry Pot.for, .fod­
t\diah ;\slwrnl't. ,Jos<\)lh i\lan;l1, Ni<'liolaH and Hul'us Hlel'rl', ..:\1110s 
a11d ,Jm,<'pli \\.i11s<ir. l~<\11jami11 a1Hl Ni('ltolas Catll]>, ,foli11 a11d 
Philip \\'p]ls. 1lopki11:-; Burli11gha111, Isaac HisH<•II, Deacon ½ilm 
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HARTWICK SE.MINARY 

Nowland, Amasa Peters, Uriah ·Luce, Htephen Ingalls, Davi<l 
arnl ,Tusiah l\Iaples. Dn1tiel NI unlock a11d Col. Henry \Vlwulur. 
The first sn1H~rvisor was Philip \\Tells, arnl the tirst tuw11 clerk 
was Hufus t\tecm' who lmilt tlw cotton fndury nt Toddsvillo. 

VILLAGES: rrliere are five villages i11 thiR township, viz.: 
Hartwick (population Ii();\), Hartwick Seminary (vuvnlati011 
12-1), South Hartwick ( po1m lat.ion li:r), Toclclsville (populatio11 
:m2), arnl Hyde Park ( 1mpnlatio11 J.:->O ). Chase is n rural post­
oHice. Clinfarnvi11e, formerly n <"utton cloth maunfaetnring vil­
lage, has nuw only an electric. lighti1tµ; vla11t,fr01n which CuoperH­
to,vn is su1>pliml, post.of-lice at :Milford. On the ~7 unrth uf .July, 
1\)02, 1--larbvi<"k villnge edehratecl its 100th arn1iversary. 



II.IH'/'11'/f'f{ 

H( ii [( >ULH: N1111ilH·r of distri<·ts, lfi; nu111li1\r C>[ tP:l<'Jwrn, 
J7: llllllll)Pl' ()r <·hildrPll ()r s<·lwol agP, ;~1~. The Jlartwi1·k 
l 111 io11 l ◄'n•() school has a <'< 11111110d iom, lmi Id i 11g, newly fnr11 islwd 
a11d pnivi1hid wit.Ii a gt>()(I library, 11at11ral ltistury and 1·l1e111i<·al 
apparatus, a11d ot.lwr appliatl<'P:-5 l'or i.t):L<'lti11g. It is a s<~ll()o) of' 
l'our grnd<)S a1ul <'<)]tfon:i Hugl\111:-," dipl()111as un its acade111ic 
gTa<lttak:-;. 

HARTWICK UNION FREE SCHOOL 

nHCRCHEH: Tlwrn are eight churches in this iownship, 
vi:.,;: At. Hartwick, Baptist, Christian and l\'[dliodist; at Todds­
,·il lo, l ~11i()11 an<l ~ldltodist: at Hartwfrk Herninary, Lutheran; 
at. Hyde Park, l\fot hodist: alHl a Christim1 church near Christian 
Hill in the 11urtlwr11 vart of tlw townshiv. 

NE\YHPAPEBH: rrlwre are two •.veekly papers, the "Har1-
wi<"k ]foviPw'' a11cl "Hartwi<'k Visitor," 1rnhlishecl at Hartwick 
villag<i. Tlte · 'Hartwick He111i11ary J\l01dhly a11d Eastern Ln­
tlwrnn, '' Uw organ of Hartwid\. Hemiuary, is edited nud puh­
lislwd at the Heminary. 



Laurens 

. I re:1. :.!fi, I ](i :l(·f 1::-;. l'n1111!:1tion, J,ts:1. 

L.,\l r I{ EN~ was fornwd 
from <Hsligo in lt1lO. <Ht\!.!,'O 
<·-rnuk, 1lte pri1wipal strna111, 
Hows nearly south thrullgh a 
forti le and ,,·dl <'ll ILivatrnl val­
l<iy. rl1lw lirst white sdtlur 
within tlw prnsu11t limits of 
1 ltt> town was .J()st 1 pli Mayall. 

. He ltwakd in 177:) alJout t111e 
lfo was a 11ia11 ol' grnal <'t>llr­

c1gP, and duri11g Uw lfovolutirn1 was <'l'lehtatPd as a11 111dia11 
ligl1tPr. l11 11w sa1nu VL•ar Hielianl ~111ith ,·a111P l'rlllll Balti111tm1 
a11d l'l'P<"it~d a foie <'olo11ial 111:u1sio11, l'allml "H111ith Hall." Oil(~ 

and a half' 111ilrn1 north <>f the village. H lias rnce11tly IH1en p11r­
<·ltast1d and rustornd liy \\'illard V. H11ntingto11 es<1. An uarly 
sl'tt.lur ·was tlw (Jnakl\l", .fo)w t-Heu1iur, who 111ai1dai11ed a 1iu,wu-
1'11 I 1rnutrality duri11g thu lfov()lnti()ll, though for a time <·rnn­
pullud to leave 011 ac·.c•,<rn11t of dangur from tlw Tndians. Hu 
rnarnd here a family uf seven sons alHl tivl1 daughters. 

'rlw day lmforo the massacro of Cherry Valley, Mr. Hleupor 
started for New Jursey, arnl upon arri vi11g at Olwrry Valley was 
ll1J?;Pd hy hiH friendH to re111ain over Hight. Bnt he lledi 11ml 
and rnmti1111ed his journey to Bowman's crnek, sovural miloH 
distant, and thereby saved his life. 

'riie day following the 11rnssacrP, a 1mr1.y of savaw1s nassrnl 
through Lanre11s and ruhhml tho family of' Mr. ~h1e1H\r and 
h11rllrnl their lmildi11gs. Brant, the llldia11 ehiuf, arrived Hooll 
al'iur and, finding l\!lrs. Hll1u11er still tlwrn,exclaimrnl, "My Uml ! 
.Mrs. 1:-neuvor, are you aliver" Hlw revlfod: "Yes; lmt t.lwy 
have destroyed all our proJmrty. '' Brant charged the dm,tnw­
ti01i nvon the t,enocas, saying: '''rlwy wunld kill their best 
friends," and olforncl to vay hur for the loss, lmt Mrs. HleoJJer, 
lieilig of tlw <Jualrnr faith, refused, as s1w hdiov(~ll that he had 
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collie wrongfully h_y it. 1,lw farnily sooll after retunwd to Nmv 
Jersey suffering turrili]y 011 the \\·ay. 

At the <·loso of the Revulntio11 nlr. Hlet>pm rdm·1w<l with 
his fa111ily a11d rebuilt the lwnse and 111ill. 111 l'?l-b l1ti ic;olcl his 
grist and saw mills all(l 1,000 acres of Janel to Griffin Craft of 
Cherry Yall<\y, who was tlw 1irst su1mrvisur of t1w town in HHl. 

In 1 t·H,> Gmieral Erastus Craft snr-cee<le<l to his fathor's 
estate. He was a niemher of assrn11hly in lt'-110, '1;1 alHl 'J-1. arnl 
sorve<l as sn1iervisor of tho town for tl1irfo<111 ypars. llP married 
a sister of ,Jndge \\r. \\". Carnphl)I] of Cherry Ynll<.>y arnl has dl'­
sce11cla11ts in this vici11ity arnl in th,J west. Otlwr early rt-si­
dents wen1 thmeral \\Tilliam Co111st<wk, a loading 11wn·liant., 
\Yilliam C. Fielcls, who repn1se11trnl his district in c·,mgress in lH!i(i 
(-foi1eral \Villiam Annstr011g, Erastus arnl E7,r,1 Uea11. 
Clrnm1('ey ~tr011g, Ha11nrnl Allen, .Ja('oh Butts. ~atlum Ntrn·Pll, 
Cyrus Hudson, Holomon Harrison, Peter Hcramling, Calvin 
Straight, a Quaker prerwher, Holumun Eldn1d, Rnfns Hteore, 
Stephen vVhipple and .Joshua :Matteson. 

Rufus Ttwker an<l Daniel \Yeatht1rly were en.rly settlers at 
\Vest Laurens Dr. E7,er \Yindsor settlecl above Lanrm1s oll tlw 
:Mount Vision roml in 17~l-t His sun Amos was shmiff in l~-t:~. 

Thrn11as Reyes cam<~ with his lnr_i2:e fnrni1y from C<mrn•<·ti­
<"llt in lt-;O:i His desf'ernlants are iniltwntial ('itiz.m1s at 0110-

011 ta and elsewhere. 

VILLAGES: There nm throe villages in this township, 
vi7,: Lanrnns (vopulation 2B;n, ::\it. Visiu11 (1io1mlatio11 BOO), 
and \Vest Laurens (puvulatiun 117 ). ( HsPgu Park, 11ear Lau­
rens village, on the line of the 0., C. & R.H. Pledrir- railway, 
eight miles fro111 Oneouta, is a 1ww arnl popular plt)llSlll'P resort. 

CHURCHEH: Tlrnre are three ch nrf'hes in the villagu of 
Laurens, viz.: J\fetho<list. Christian arnl Presbyterian: at nH. 
Vision, Bavtist aml lvietlwdist: at \Vest Laurens, Christian 
aml a }j.,riernls meeti11g house. 

SCHOOLH: Number of distrids, 12; toal'hors, 1-:b; l'hilcl­
nm of S('houl age, 21iG. 

Laurens village has au difrim1t s<'hool of uit?.·ht grades, with 
two teachers awl HO puvils. It has a library and sl'huol apJJa­
ratus and vrepares for Hegm1ts' exalllinatiuus. 

NE\YSP APER::-,: ''rl'lie Otego Valley News,'' n weekly 
paper is vublishrnl 11t, Laun-ms. Estah]ishcd, lt,\J\l. 
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prirl('ipal strPa111 is tlw ~clw-
11uv11s ('I"Pek. ·wli ic·h lill\vs 
soutli-wt>st through tlw town 
arnl p1111itil's i11to the ~ns<pte-
haruia. 

The snrf'a<>e consists <·liidly 
of a hilly nplarnl, hr<1ken by 
rnvnies. rl,lw settlPIIHmt of 
the town dat.es hack to 17~)(), /~.,.,-\,,,.,,,., DELA 'vVA~[C C~O. 

-r I at whfrh time Elisha Cham-,___ •--. ---- -----------==-

her lain and the three brothers, lsrnd. Eluphas ancl Phineas 
8pencer, located 11ear the present .Maryland station 011 tl1u rail­
road. The first settlers where Chasoville is 110w loeatrnl wore 
Jotlrnrn Houghton arnl his two sons .Jereliamel arnl Dm1iel. 
Daniel was a captain in the war of 1812. \ril<ler, Ezekiel ancl 
John Rice settled near Sche11evus, Caleb Boynton in the Pastern 
part of the town, ancl Joseph Howe in Elk Creek. Early set­
tlers and large lancl owners were Josiah Chase awl .John Bige­
low who came in 17Bl ancl purcliasecl 1,000 iwres of lnrnl. In 
17~)4 arrived many pioneers.prominent among whom were .John 
Thompson ancl his sons John and James from Columbia county. 
They located near the foot of Crumhorn Mountain ancl tlwir 
descendants have been leading citizens. 

Other sett.lers in the vicini t.y of Elk Creek were Earl 
Wright, Philemon Perry, Eleazer Gove, John Kelly, ancl the 
Chase brothers, Asa, Dean, Seth and John, with their families. 

One of the first necessities of the early time was a grist mill 
near at hand. For a long time all grain had been sent to 
Cherry Valley. There was, therefore, great rejoicing when in 
1794, those enterprising pioneers, Israel nn<l Elisha Spencer, 
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erectccl a mill near the lll'escmt n[arylarnl rn.ilrrnul station. At 
ahont the same time ;Jmiatlum Houghton built a saw mill near 
Chaseville, \mt afterwards removed it to a place near Spmwer's 
:Mills. These mills Vv'lffC bnilt liy Phineas Spencer, the pioneer 
carpenter. I-Ie was a mechanical gm1ius. He macle fun1itnre, 
]_)lows ancl coffins. For yc~ars he mncle nll the lmrial cases free 
of drnrge. They wern clonbtless rnnde, as was the cnstom in 
those clnys, of vi11e hoards, colored black by a solution of water 
with the ashes uf straw. 

The first death in the town ,ras that of the ·wife of .Josiah 
Chase. r:rlie remni11s ·were b<>nw a distnrn·e of seven miles to 
the lVIarylaucl cemetery. the hearers \Jei11g <>n foot as was the 
custom, for this vYns reganleLl as more rnspedful to the dmul. 

VILLA(} ES: Tlwrn arn four villagPs in this township, 
vrn: Sehe11evus ( po1mlaiio11 (>lH ). lVIary lmul ( ]_)opulation 227), 
Qhaseville (population 1~:}) nnd Elk Cn~ek (population G2). 

The Hchenevns Valley Fair is hehl mmnally on the s1ia­
cions grounds near Sclrnnevus village. 

SCHOOLS: Number of clistrids, 10; t.t=mchers, 2B; chilclre11 
of sc·l10ol age, -!81. The tk·lwnevns High school is nrnler the 
board of Hegm1ts. and is well eqnip]Jed for efficient work. It is 
supplied with np1mratns for the teac·liin!! of tlw natural sciences, 
with mavs, globes, c-harts, refore1we buoks ancl a circnlati11g 
library of 1,000 volumes. A RPge11ts' diploma c01T~svonding 
to au Academic c•.muse of fonr yerus is 0cmforred upon its 
graduates. 

CHURCHES: At ~ehenevus, Baptist. Catholic. Epi,sco­
pal, arnl lVIetlwclist. At 1Y.£ary lancl, Christ.in 11, arnl Lutheran. 
At Chaseville, BaJ)tist. At Elk Creek, n-foUwdist. 

NEWSPAPERS: At Schenevns, the ''Schcmevus :Moni­
tor,'' a weekly paper, established in 18rnt 
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l\1IDDL EFIELD is tlw largest 
towr1ship in tlH~ cmrnty. It was set 
off from Cherry Valley in 17~J7. The 
snrf:we is hilly, the summits bei11g 
400 to ;>00 foot above the valleys. It 
is -vrnll waterncl by the Cherry Valley 
att<l Reel creeks, which flow into the 
8nsqnehanna. 

'"fhe first sottleme11t was made at 
Newtown-1\fartin, now l\!Iidcllefiolcl, (lo. 
(•.ally Clarksville), ahont l 7G0; hut 
during the Irnlian ,vnrs of the Revoln-

tion the place was exposed to great danger, and all the more 
so on account of the patriotic spirit that sent its best men to 
the Continental army. The town was, in the end,· completely 
depopulated. but at the dose of the ·war its fertile lands wer2 
rapidly taken up hv old and new settlers, among whom were 
vVilliam Cook, the four McCollnm brothers, Reuben Beals, 
Bernard Temple, Gardner Blair, Levi H. Pierce, ,Jolrn. 
Parshall. David Anderson, Benjamin Gilbert. James Brad­
ley, Capt. Thomas Ransom and l\fajor Jothau Ames. 

VILLAGES: There are three villages in this township, 
viz: Middlefield (population 24B), l\IicJcllefield Center (popula­
tion 108), and Phoenix :Mills (population 160). Lcntsville is a 
rural postoffice. Bowerstown is a hamlet (populatioll 70), with 
post.office at Coopersto\v11. vYestville is partly in lvlidclle­
field, with postoffice ancl churches in \:Yestford. The "Irnlex 
Knitting Mills,:' at Phoenix Mills. employ (including branch 
at Hope Factory), about 400 hands. 

r:rhe County Poor House m1cl Farm are si t.uate<l in this 
township. on the railroad, three miles south of Cooperstown. 

SCHOOLS: Number of distriots,lH. Teachers,18. Children 
of school age, 322. r:rhe village schools :-!ro graded and 
efficiently conducted. 

CHURCHES: There are three churches in this township, 
viz: At Middlefielcl, Baptist awl l\fotlwdist; at l\fid<llefiehl Cen­
ter, Presbyterian. 
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r/-. ,;-,;,~:• .. ,_ f ,~-\~\-.~~.~-;.,( '!'°").~.l-~7)~~ THIH to:v11Rh_iv ;:,7n~ formed 
· ./ J 'i \ '-~·-.. ,.< -"( /· 1 from l Tnndtlla 111 1 dlh. TlH~ 
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1
\) ',. Milforde : ·!, ,,. \)('/ surface iR a hilly nvlnrnl. cli-

1 ,.:'' M,·:1
1
1 ~ F_?,'.;- _.•- D y)/ ,i' vide<l i11to two ridges by the 

--~-, ·, I. \) t/· \ctJ ;, Hns<1rn~h~11~1n river, ·which f~ows 
! ~ 

1
l_,;__ ,, .,\ \ ,, ,/ fI ,, , 1 through 1t 111 n sonthm:]y duec-

1 ,''( ./:1.1r.,,Ji:::t·"•'ll (-- /)"•;,..' · __ .,. ti011. The dm'.liviEes are in 
~ ' IJ \ j "'- ,· ' '-;-. "' ,, ) I 

i 
// '"· -,,7·<~ \,_ / \ _,'1/ \ n1crny }Jlnees :7ery stee}J. Crnm-
i } '""""''"' '"",a;~,::· "/ · horn mountam, 011 the east bor-

: '/'N' , )) 1A~~-'.: 1,"2tt-··' · <ler. nttni11s an elevation of (iOO µ~ ·· !7/ ' j fod above the valley. 
),L_ (: •. : .. :.·· ~ Tlw forti1e soil and excellent 
·water vower afforded by the rivers early attnwtecl Rettlors to 
this region. Among the lending families at l\filforcl vi.llagB 
wern those uf Charles J\forris nrnl his sons Riclrnrcl and David, 
.James vVest.cott, John Aylesworth, Norman Bissell, Levi Hun­
gerford nrnl .Jonathan Hwect; at Portlnrnlville, rrlwmas J\'Inrn­
forcl, Russell Briggs ancl Clll. .John l\'1oon\ the Eclsrn1s at. Ed­
son Corners, mul at. Colliursville Isaac Col1i.er, his 8011 :Major 
Pet.er Co1lim·, and his so1t-i11-1nw, .Tarecl Gooclyear. 

VILLA(-lEH: 'rliere are fonr villages in this t<nvnshiv, viz: 
·Mi.lfunl ( povn Inti.on, :JH2 ), Portlnrnlvi.lle (] H>llll lat.ion H:>2 ), 
Colli.ors vi.lie, (pupn]ation 1 :m ), arnl Coopm·st.o,vn ;J mwti.on 
(vopnlati.011 llG ). :Y[ilfonl Center (vopnlati.011 100) iH a ham let 
with rural free delivery from Oneonta. 

HCHOOLH: Nnmher of cli.strids, 14; 11nmher of teaclwrs, 
1:3; chi.lclre11 of school age, 2HO. 'rlw J.v[ilfonl High Hclwol is 
nrnler the Regents, arnl is eflicimitly orga11i'.l,ecl in all clepart­
ments. A svecialt.y iR macle of com1rnffcial t.rai11i.ng arnl lmsi­
neRs vracti.ce. 'I1lw faC',lllt.y c.onsi.sb; of a vri1wi.val mid tiw~ 
nssiRbmt.s. 

CRURCHEH: At lv[ilforcl village, Presbyterian arnl lVfot.h­
odi.st.; at Port.ln11clville, Chri.stia11, Evi.sco1ml arnl l\fothmlist; 
at. Coo1ierstow11 J nncti.011, l\{d.hocli.st; at l\Elfonl Center, Ba1it.ist. 

N Kv\1HP .APEHH: r11 lin "Ohmgu 'rid ingR, ! ' arnl "rl\in<"lrnrs' 
Ha:,.ot.1.e,:' at lvfilfonl village. 



~ 
G) 

::t 
(/) 
() 

::t 
0 
0 
r-

'i 
',I 



J\,1 orris 

Arf':1, :.!-1.0:lii :11'/'l'S. J>o1111t:1tio11, 1,(iS!J. 

THERE were early settle-
1n011ts in this region, lmt the 
JH'esm1t tcnvnship was not or­
grmi'.l,e<l nntil 1847, when. it 
was set off from Bntternnts. 
r_r}w snrfnce is varied arnl at­
tractive, rising in broken np­
larnls from the fertile valley 

of the Bntternnts creek, which receives numerous brooklets. 
':rhe vrnstern riclge terminates in a steep hlntf bordering on the 
Unadilla river. 

rrhe tmvnship <lerives its name from General Jacob J\IIorris, 
a son of Lewis lYiorris, who ,vns a signer of the Declaration of 
Irnlepenclenco, nrn1 who, ·with his brother Richard, received n 
patent of BO, 000 acres of lm1d in this vicinity to in<lemnify 
them for the loss of property destroyed by the British during 
the Revolu 1juu. 

An early mHl influential settler was Mr. Paschal Franchot, 
a native of Frmwe, who raised here a family of ten children. 
His son Richanl was 0110 of the leacling men of his t.inie in the 
connt.y. He was supervisor of the township, representative in 
Congress, first culmwl of tlw 121st New York regiment in the 
rebellion, arnl the first president of the Albany and Susque­
hmrna railroad. Other early settlers whose names have heen 
perpetuatecl nre Ebenezer Knapp, Benjamin Stone, Jeremiah 
Orntternlen, .Jonatlrnn awl Ansel Mourn, Amos, Jacob and Ich­
abod Palmer, Benjamin Lnll with his five sons, Benjamin jJ:., 
.Joseph, Oaleh N nthan and \Villimn, Dr. \,Yillimn Yates, and 
7,i ha \Y ash hon. 

Some of the customs of those days are thus descrihed hy 
the late Ashcl S. Avery of :Morris, in his contribution to Hnnl's 
histury of the cmrnty : "It was a c0111mo11 thing for a shoc­
makm (cobbler) to 'whip the cat,: that is, go into a fanner's 
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hom;c\ put his kit i11 tho conwr of tho n,orn, mid with 011c 
]nst, mad<i perhaps fr()m a sli<~k off tho woocl-J>ilo. 111ake the 
shoes for the whol<) fan1ily-tlHi largest first, th<m (·11tti11g dmnt 
tlw ]ast t<> the 11ext srnnller si½e, tlw fm·n1tn- for11ishi11g the 
leather. 'Rights n11cl lofts' shoes \V<)rn n11know11. rrlw shoe pegs 
wern all rnnde by hand. 

"In tlw s<prnrn-room of well-to-<lo veople were hrnss­
on1anw11fo<l m1dir011s in the tire-place. In tlw s11 n1mm· time this 
f-ire-1ilace wonld be fil1ecl ·with s1mrrmv-grass (asparagns); lrnt 
after wall 1m1ier became cheap, f-irn-1>011.nls, ·with a Jandscnp<) on 
them, f-illrnl llIJ the svace. It was a great invention \.durn the 
tin baker wns mncle; quite an improvrn11e11t on the hnke-kdtle, 
or the hoard on which the .Jolmny-cake was hakecl lmforu the tire. 

''One stage coach ran from Oou1ierstow11 to ( hford three 
times a week. It was a fonr-lion;e yellow coach, and looked, in 
tho chil<heu's eyes, as ]arge as a circus <loes now-a-days. 11]ie 

postmaster conlcl have cnniecl any 011e mail in his hat. rrhe 
vostage on a letter was as foJlows: To Gnrrattvsilfo, n C'Citts; to 
Oooverstown, 10 C'e11ts: to Albany, 12J cents; to New York, 1~:]: 
cents; ancl to Philadelphia. 2,3 cents. There were 110 enve]­
opes; the sheet of paver was foldecl np so as to tuck one edge 
into another, arnl sealed with a wafor or seali11g wax. i' 

VILLAGES: There is only one village in this tuw11ship, 
viz: :Morris ( popnlatiou, 05:3). n1avle Grove is a hamlet 011 tho 
southern border (po1mlation 4.J). Sonth New Berlin, 011 tho 
river, is mostly in Oheumigo county. 

lVIurris has always beeu one of Otsego's vleasantest villages. 
One of the best arnl best attencle<l mmnal fairs of the C'omity is 
that held here by the Butternuts Valley Agricultural Society. 

SCHOOLt,: Number uf districts, 12; teachers, lfi; chil­
clren of school age, 2~J5. rrlw :Morris High Sclwol is the ohlost 
nuion free school in the cunn ty. In its lmilcling all(l ecp1ip­
ment it ranks among the bust. Its ac,ulemic devartment f-ih; for 
either Hormal i:;chool or cu1lege,arnl also for JJrofosi:;ioHal schools 
of law and mecliciue. Its faculty c011sists of a vriHci1ml all(l 
five assistants. 

CHURCHES: At l\forris. Bavtist, Evisco1ml ( with "n1or­
ris l\!Iemorial Chapel' i ), Friell(ls, l\ietlwdist, arnl Uuivorsalist; 
at Maple Grove, Episc()pnl. 

NE\Yt,PAPEHS: Thn ''Morris Ohru11frh\ .. at :Morris. 



New Lisbon 

the war of un 2, f'.n.JllO fr< llll 

rpHJH t()w11slrip was orga11-
iz;cicl i11 l~()(i. A11w11g the ear­
}ipst, sdtlers WPl'l) Elnatlian 
Noble fr()111 wlwm Noh]esvilfo 
wns 11a11wtl, T rwrrntst\ r11h nrst011, 
Linns N. Chapin, a sm·vciy<H', 
.Trn-m1>h Neff, a fa111mrn violin­
ist, Elias Cnmmin.~s, \\'illiam 
c+rng()ry, A mos Pm-ry, .John 
Co1><1 a11<l Rmni11gh111 Ke11v011. 
Be11jn111i II Cnt ler, a soldim· of 

Vcffll\()ld, i11 17~)~). Ho clic\cl i11 l\H. 
Vision in 1871, at. t,lw ng<1 of 101 yunrs nm! fivu 111011ths. 

Garrattsville was 11amml f()r .T()li11 G arraH. Hu and his wife 
were carriecl iuto cnptivitv hy the Irnlia11s allll lwlcl hy tlwm 
seven years. It is relnfod that whm1 they snw the' Indians ap­
pronching their cabin, :Mrs. Unrratt. seiz;ecl hm· c-loc~k a11cl sil vur­
wnre aml fled ont nt tlw hack cluor. crnH•.cmli11g tho silvc)r nnclm· 
an invert.eel l)ig tr()ngh, ,vliile the cl()ck was hastily thr()\\'Jl ovPr 
the garden fmwe. After an absence of sevc\n yrnus tlwy rntnnwd 
to find their clearing eovenicl with urnlorhrnsh mul \YPeds, lint 
there, under tlrn vig trough, was funnel the silvm. ancl dmYn hy 
the garclen fence the olcl cl()ck. 

VILLAG-ES: Gnrrattsville (1H>pnlatio11 ~;->:n an<l New Lis­
bon, formerly Nohlesvi lki ( Jl<1p11lati011 1 (i~) ). l.1P1rn and \\',d<~onw 

nre rural post.offices. ~tots011ville is a ham Id with p()stof-lic-e at 
New Lisbon. 

SCHOOLS: Number of clistricts, ]Ii; 11nmhorof teachers, 
lH; children of school age, 2n:~. 

CHURCHES: At Garrattsville. l\{ethrnlist, l Tnitc)d Pres­
byforian, and au E1>iscopal Mi8si011 ~ at \Veino me, Baptist; at 
New Lisbon, Episcopal. 
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rrHTH townshiv was formed 
from vurtim1s of Milford and 
Otego in H,:m. ':rlw Snsqne­
hmrnn river fimn; throngh 
the southern 1mrt, dividing it 
into two ridges. 'L1he hills 
sunth of the nver, cn11e(l 
Honth 111on11tni11, 11.ttni11 an 
elevation of nhont 700 fod 

' , ...... J 

_,,-~ EL i\ w i~!V"~'=c-~-,OUN"l''J'.: - above the vnlley, nrnl Lt-;()() 

feet above sea level. rrhe ce11ter arnl 11urther11 part uf the t< >\nt­

ship is hilly nml hruke11 l>y the ( >tego, Silver, ( h1eo11ta alHl 
Emmons creeks. It was a favorite resort of the Irnlim,s i11 the 
olden time, nrnl the vresent Mnin st.red is hulieved t<i I >u 011 tlw 
line of an Inclian trnil. 

Of white sei.tlers, vrevions to tlw Revolution, little is 
lrnown. 'L11w names of s(~ra111li11g, Yonw2· all(l Alger are nil that 
have come down to ns from that ti11w. Hmwral Hn lli nrn \; dP­
st.nwtive expPditi011 in 17S\l l>roko the powPr of' tho nliorigirn•s, 
and after the war the tide of rnniµ;ration was early tnnwcl to 
this attradive regiuu. 

Amcrng tlw early families i.,vern those of Henry Hcrnrnli11g, 
:B7 reclerick Brown, Ahra111 Honghta1i11g, \Ym. l\{ore1111s, Pdm­
Hwart, .James Ymrng, .Ta<"oh \Yolf arnl his H<lll Conradt, .lol111 
arnl Nicholas Hearns, Frederick Bon1t, David Alger, Elihu Oif­
forcl arnl his seven s011s,Hol<>mon Ynger a11cl his so11 Dnvid, .lo­
sinh Peet, Ira E11n11011s, a1H1 Dr .• Jost1ph Linds11y, ·who was tlw 
first physicim1. 

.Jacob Van\Voert settlecl at the month of Otego <".reek, An­
drew Parish, Janws Blmichnnl all(l Tlwmas Monmns ()ll the 
south si(le near "Ronrnl 'l\ip." Col. \Yi Iii am ]{frhardso11 hni It 
a saw awl grist 111111011 011eo11ta cn•uk i1i tlw vicinity ll<>W k11ow11 
as ''Richardson Hill.'' 



(j() 0Nh'f JN7',l 

At Emmons, on Emmm1s creek, then a place of some im­
portance, Major Asa Emmons hnilt a carcli11g and fnllil1g mill. 
At Oneonta Plains early settJers were Elisha Shephcnl Hll(l 

Asel Marvin. 

VILLAGES: There are two villages in this township,­
Oneonta, with a population of 7,Lt7, arnl vrest Onecrnta, l)OJHl­

lation 207. ':I.1he plain west of Oneonta villago, in the triangle 
between the rivers, is callecl Oneonta Plains. It has a c011sid­
erable settlement, and a Methodist church. PostoHice, Oueonta. 

SCHOOLS: Nnmherof llistricts, U.; 1rnmhero£ teachers, 
BH; children of school age, 1,mm. 

CHURCHES: There are thirteen clnuchcs in this town­
ship, viz: At Oneonta, Bavtist, Free Baptist, Catholic, Chris­
tian Science, Episcopal, Methodist, Preshyteria11, Unit.eel Pres­
byterian and Universalist; at vVest Oneonta, Baptist and :B7 ree 
Baptist; at Oneonta Plains, Methodist, and a Methodist chnrch 
at Richardson Hill. 

NE\VSPAPERS: · There nre six newspapers published in 
Oneonta, viz: The daily '•~tar, '' and the follO"wing weekly 
papers: the '' Herald, '' the ''Lender,'' the ''Press'' and the 
"Spy." The "Oneontan" is a monthly and is issued cl11ring 
the school year as the organ of the State Normal school. 

o~EoNTA V1r.r.AuE. 

The village of Oneonta is pleasantly situated on the north 
hank of the Sus<1_uelumna river, and on the liiie of the Dela­
ware and Hudson railroad, uearly midway between Albany arnl 
Binghamton, 82 miles from Albany and fll miles from Bing­
hamton. The greater part of the village lies uvon a gentle 
slope that rises from the river for nearly a mile to the north­
ward. and affords from its summit a commanding view of the 
village and of the wooded highlands that surrournl it in nearly 
every direction. 

On eon ta is a growing and prosperous village, and is l1ecorn­
ing a railroad and manufacturing center of considerable imvor­
tance. Its railroad connections are the extensive "Delaware 
and Hudson'' system, the ''Ulster and Delaware,'' extending 
from Oneonta to Kingston on the H nelson, the ''Cooverstown 
and Charlotte Valley" road, which crosses the "Delaware and 
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Hudson" near the village, arnl the "011ecmta: Cooverstown and 
Hichfield Hprings" electric rnilro:ul, which is to connect at Her­
kimer with the "New York Central." 

rnie "Delaware arnl Hudson" rn.ilruad shops at this 1)0int 
employ nearly (iOO me11, and the enlargement of the vlant, now 
in process of constnwtion, will materially increase this force . 

., 

AURELIA OSBORN-FOX MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

Other important indnstries2are the' 'Oneonta Milling Company,'' 
the "Parngon Silk :Mills," the hrmwh of the "Gloversville 
Knitting Com1muy," the "Buckley Shirt l\1anufactory," the 
"Danley & \Yright l\tlarhle "rorks." and the extensive cigar 

manufactories of Doyle & Smith, and Hayes & Bowdish. 
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rrhc whulcsaki trade of ( )noonta is imvortant, especially in 
tlw lines of Honr and grain, groceries, 0roC"kery, glassware a1Hl 
J>apPr. Tlw "Central Nmv York Fair'' is ]1el<l here ea(',h year 
in the 11wn1 h of' ::,-!,evtrnn hm·, a1Hl is always lm-.i..?,dy attended. 

Tlw ''( )neon ta Building arnl Loan AsS(>Ciatio11:' ccmt.rib­
ntPs to Urn estal>lisl11nPnt of honws hy its sto<·k lun11s to 111em­
lim·s. ,\ slate nnnory is l()(·ah•d lwrn, arnl m1 pflici<int mililary 
organ iz.a1 L(>ll 111ai1dai1wd ( Cumpany (-L, 1st l{pg·t, N. U. N. Y.) 

''"111H~ liu i]di ngs of 1.lw Stntu N on11al ::,-!,elwul, wh tch was es-
1.alil is]H,d !turn in l~~~l,(H'('ll]>.Y a <'(lllllll,lllding 1_>rn,i1io11 npon tho 
u111111P11<·e at the llm'tliPn1 si<k of tlw villag<~. ]tis 01w ol' the 
hP:-d eqnippt>d and must SlH'<'Pssful Nur111al s<·lwub ol' the slate. 
( )t lwr i11sti tut iuns a11d S(Witd i<•s nm 11w ''Ann'! ia ( )sl H>r11-Fu.x 
l\fo11wrial Ht >spital H( widy.:: 11w "Yon11g nfon ·s Christian 
_.-\sst><·ia11011, ., the ''()11p1)11ta Clul>, ., and the ''\\'()]11a11\, Clnh. '' 

Tltu villag<' is lighkd by uledri<·ity, has an t•x<·<>lle11t wat.m· 
:-rnpply, c·ompklli hdegraph, 1PIPplw11e and PXpn•ss S(•rvic·e. and 
tlw pri1l('ipd business stn•Pls am ,n,11 JlltYe<l. The eledrif'. road 
Pxtrn1ds 1 hruugh the village tu tlw East E11d su I mrb. with a 
hraueh t(> tlte Nunual s<'huul. 

rI, \r '-' IIE · ILLA<.E i:"ICIIOOLS. 

rr1w l :11i<>ll Frnu fmlwol, which dates !'roll\ 1S(i7, (\Jll)ll(l)'S a 
su1;eri11le11dmt1 and hre1dy-three teac•.lwrs, and 1ias l. 1~;> l)llJlils 
enrolkd. The High Hc·ll()ul clliJHHtme11t, n11dur tlw Hugents, 
tits for college or lmsi1wss. It is well sn1>p1iecl with np1mratns, 
charts and speci 11w11s foT the strnly of the natural sc·imwes. Ih; 
lnrni11ess ('.()\USU includes hook-keepi11g, ('Olll11Wrcial law, tyve­
writi11g an<l stunugrnJJhy. \Yith this school will always be asso­
ciated the memory of the late Nathaniel N. Bnll, fur twm1ty­
tivc years its efficient ancl much usteenwcl vrineipnl (1H70-1H~l5). 

The East E11d snlmrh, popnlatio11 5(,al, has a graded scliuul 
that employs three teachers. It has a new and eommo<lions 
school lmi1tliug. 

1'he library, nuder the direction of the school board, con­
tains (i,000 volumes and receives constant ndditious. 
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rrhis township was organiz;ed fro111 
1iart.s of Urnulilla llll(l of Franklin, 
Delmvarc comity, in 1H2~. aJL(l then 
calle(l H untsviJlc. In lt-lBO the name 
was eha11gecl to ( Hugo. Tlw settle­
ment. c·omnu-mced soon after the Rev­
olution. Amtmg the !irst. wern Ran­
som Hunt, of Bennington, Vt., Capt. 
Peter arnl Col. Elisha Bundy, Capt. 
Elisha Sam1ders. Dea<"oll Lester 
New larnls, .Julm, }\{fr hnel all(l N at.ha11 

l
1
L ___ D __ ~_A __ w Ai-;E _ _ ~ o. __ 3 . ,-=--=~--=-'"--11 Hinlsall, Benjamin Edsur1. a soldier 
uf the Revolution, ,John Blakely. Rowland Cnrr, .John .A. nnd 
.Andrew Hodge, lviiC'hael ancl Be11ja111in Slwvhenl, Sylvester 
Guuclrich, John and Nahum S111ith, rrhnrston Brown, Ben­
jalllin Estes, .James \Yait mHl Daniel \Ye1lm-. 

11.1110 vupulat.iun i11 tl1c early days was, as in O1wu11ta, a 
mixture of New E11glarnlers a11d 1\ilolrnwk Gerrnans, and mneli 
rivalry arnl froqne11t fights oC'currecl until ehosun cha111piu11s, 
.John French for tho "Y a11kees" ancl Peter t,c•.ra111li11g fur tlw 
"Dutch," settled it nt a sawmill raising on the vremises uf 
Ransom Hu11t. The Yankee was the victor, and so veaco wm; 
estah1ishecl. At Otsdawa early settlers vvere Frederick :Mart.in, 
Nathan Emerson, Ki11g Hathaway arnl Henry Sheltlon. 

VILLAG EH: There are two villages in this township, 
Otego, (vo1mlatio11 (i,"58), ancl Otsdawa (popnlatiuu (i2). 

HCHOOLH: Number of districts, 18; nnmher of tPachers, 
20; children of school age, ;H~). r_rhe Union Free school at 
Otego, nncler the Bunnl of Regents, is well organized for efli­
ci.ent work in all cle1mrtments. r_r110 building has lately hee11 
relllmlolell arnl lJrovidecl with modern furniture and apparatus. 
l~speeial attention is given to vocal and instrumental music. 
Tlw fncnlty consists of a JH'i110ipal and four assista11ts. 

CFIURClIEH: At < Hego, Baptist, Pree Bavtist, Episcopal, 
.Methodist, an<l Presbyterian. At Ots(lawa, Free Baptist,. 

NEvYSP APEHt,: The' 'Rural rrimes, '' pnblishetl at Otego. 
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lS · _, /') · '--~ii .. t. was organiz:ed ns a 1;,ut of 
• •• '.:;1\:· ~Jo11tgunwry ctmnty in 17~~, 
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FURLHlsl\O \ G ~ Cy··r·· ·:<, i vurtiun uf the }Jl'l\:',Ullt cuuuty 
I :•·_✓ ....... L.,.l /;/~J west of Otsego lake arnl the 
J \. .l,~';:\_,' ~1/,/! /I 
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\ /t;.'. .. ,J.,.,,.I Nn:,:;qr~hmma nver. ·which 
__ ! ·• '; ·. ,·1~7~·:::;'···,, rises therein. 

1
11 

: :i.t::::~"" Its surfaf'e consists mainly 

,:' of a hilly nplancl, divided 
l~ = into ridges hy Fly and Oaks 
creeks. The first white man who 1mssell through this regi011 
was Caclwnllncler Colden, surveyor general, in the year 17H7. ~ix. 
teen years lat.er. in l 7;)H, Bev. Giclmm Hawley was sent. to this 
loC'ality as a missio11ary to tho Indians. rrhe next. not.eel visi­
tor wns Gen. Geonre vYnshingt.011 who 1mssecl through on an 
exploring expedition in 17t-m. ancl ''vieweel the Lake Otsego 
at the souree of the Susquehmnrn." 

The Incliau ·wars uf the Revolutionary perioel dr~solnted this 
whole region, hut with the return uf vrn<'D a tiele of emigration 
set in, ancl the vortiem How known as Otsego township was es­
lJOC'ially attrnctive. 

This influx of settlers elates from 17HH. Among the fi.rst 
were '\Villi.am ancl Asel Jarvis. who became promirnmt eit.iz:m1s. 
vVilliam was a physfria11, and Asul ureded at Fly Creek, in 
HHB, the first fomHlry arnl 11mchi11e shop. His three sonR, 
Chest.er, Dwight aurl Kent, were lea<li11g men and ad.ive in 
the old military orgnnir,atiorn,. Other early settlers at Fly Creek 
were John .Atlams, Eheuez:er Cheeney a1Hl Oliver Bates. 

In l 7Ht-, came also George Seott from Yorkshire, Eugland, 
and about the same time John Patton from Perthshire, Se~ot­
lan<l. Other piom~nrs wern Almer Pier, for whom Pierstuwu 
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was named, and :Major C-h~<>l'ge Pim, a celel>rat.Pd nrnswrn11. 
Hon. Isaac \Villiams NllllO iu 17~1:L He occupied variuns i111-
port,ant offices. In 181;3, lHl 7 arnl 182:3 ho represrnd.rnl his dis­
trict in c011gress. Darins V{arren came here from Oumiedfrut 
in 1788, and was tho first mau who received n clued of land fro111 
Judge William Cooper. Erastus 'raylor c•.amo from Bem1i11gtu11, 
Vt., and raised a family notable fur longevity. 

Other early settlers wh()se 11a11ws have been perJJdnafod i11 
this vicinity are George Roberts, Ira rrarnwr, .Jesse reeft, Nor­
man and Bingham Babcock, :Martin Contos, Reulxm Hinds, 
Platt St. J olm, Andrew Seri lmor, Levi Piur('e, .J olm Bad gm: 
Russell Williams, J olm Baldwin aml Ele,rnnr Loomis. 

VILLAGES: There are four villages i11 this tuwHshi1i, 
viz: Cooperstown (population 2, :Hi8 ), Fly Creek (po1mlati011 
2BS), Oaksville (population 1-1~)), and HuJJe Factory (lJOJmla­
tio:r:1 IBO). Snowdon aml Bourne are rnral postotti('PS. 

SCHOOLS: Number of sdwol districts, 18; 11m11ber of 
teachers, 32 ~ children of school age, 80:3. 

CHURCHES: There are ten churd1es in this tu,.,·11slii1i, 
viz: At Cooperstown, Ba1Jtist, Catholic, Episno1ntl, :Mctll()clist, 
Presbyterian, Universalist. At Fly Creek, lVIethoclist, Presby­
terian, and Universalist. In the Hine.ls 11eighborl10Ull north of 
Fly Creek, Methodist. 

NEWSPAPERS: "Fremuau's Journal," "Otsego Farm­
er," and "Otsego Republic-au," all 1rnblished at Ooopen,town. 

Cool'EW:iTOWN. 

Cooperstown was founded by J ndge vV illiam 0< >oper, the 
father of J. Fenimore Cooper, who in 1780 purchasecl from 
Colonel George Croghan (who had purchased it from the In­
dians), a tract of 100,000 acres of land lyiug 011 the west sicle of 
the river and emhracing the site of the prnseut village arnl ex­
tending both north and south of it. He vurchasecl this lall(l 
before seeing it, hut in the fall of the same year, he came with 
a party of surveyors, and i11 January, 17tm, took formal pos­
session of his property, afterwards known as the ''Coover 
patent." William Ellison, a surveyor, (•.ame the same year, 
and in 1788, under Mr. Cooper's direction, he laid out the 
village. 
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Ill 178!1, a large hunse having been built for them, nfr. 
Coopm hronght his falllily from Burlington, N. J., their former 
home. rrlio youngest mcrn her of this cornpany was the <"h ild 
,Janws, aU"e<l two years. rn1e IHlllle .Fe11imorn, the mutlwr's 
maiden rnrnw, was later added by himsolf. '11 his child was 
<histined tu hc<~(>lllC the most famous of American novelists, and 
the plac~<i to which he thus car!le to he famous as the scene of 
his romantic tales. The following is from a graphic description 
of J ndgc Couver's arrival written in 1871 by G. Pomeroy Keese 
es<1. of Cooperstown: 

"One bright October afternoon eighty years ago, as the 
sn11_was drawing lengthened shadows over the lands<'ape, hath-

COOPER PARK, COOPERSTOWN 

ing in rich autumnal light the hills which surround the lirrwid 
water(o(Otsego lake, there came around the base of Mount 
Vision a 1nm hering ~family coach, bearing, with its attendant 
vehfr.les, the founder of Cooperstown and his household to their 
new home. All the glorious beauties of the changing foliage 
which have since charmed so many thousands who have visited 
this still rural retreat, were in their virgin splendor, and as the 
new comers looked upon the scene and beheld in the reflection 
of the lake below the dark shades of the evergreens contrasted 
with the gold an<l crimson hues of the maple and the beech, 
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1 lwy 111ust, have lieeu sadly instmsihle to Uw chid attraction of 
their futnrn alJode if 1.lwy failed to see in it one of the 111ost 1>er­
i'P<\t <'<i111hi11ations ol' hill and valley, lalrn and forest, wl1i<~h the 
ltand of vainter t·.crnl(l 11ortray. 'l'lw 1iarty, 11rn11lH\ri11g 1-il'teen 
in all, with the family do111estics, was an iu1p()si11g <"avalcade in 
this primitive rngio11 jnst u11Hffgi11g from the wilderness ..... 
'I'lw whole JH>Jrnlation of the placu---thirty-live in all-worn 
draw11 UJJ to receive the 'lord of tlw 111anur, ~ who, from hmwo­
forth, as tho first jndge of the C'mmty arnl its largest landed 
proJJridor, lieca11w the k1rnli11_u; spirit of all that n'gion." 

'l'he \'illage tlrns begtm Jll<irn than a t·entnry ago, although 
of slow gnnvth, has always lll'ospercd and lrnpt 1mce with 111od­
L'rn progTess. Hs streots are liroad and wel I k(~pt; its dri Vl\Ways 
along the lake aml river delightful,arnl its <·an1pi11l2.' and hunting 
facilities m1stupassed. It has an elu('tric lighting vlant., is sup­
plied with pure water, a11cl its spacious hotels awl <hvellings in­
v}te summer guests, of \.dwm a great 1111111her are receive<l every 
season. The work of the vuhlw authorities has been _gener­
ously supplemellted by Mrs. Alfred Corning Clark, a distiH­
gnisliecl resident, to whom tlw ]Jlnce is inclehte<l for a heantifnl 
pnrk arnl gymuasinm, and fur the splernlicl edifice of the Young 
:Men's Christian Association. 

To its natural beauty of sitnatiun aml its advantages ns a 
Hummer resort, Cooverstown adds the romantic interest that is 
associated with the " Leatherstocki11g rrales. i' Cuo1ier 
excelled in his <lesmiptions uf 1iatural scenery, nrnl the 
reacler who bears his vivid pidures in mind will easily recognize 
the localities along the lake madfl dassic by his genius. 

Cooverstuwn has been at times the permanent or summer 
home of sume famous men, among whom, hl~side the great 
novelist, nre Hamuel F. B. lv[orse, Thurlow vYeed, Gen .• John 
A. Dix, Gen. Ahner Doubleday, Gen. Geo. C. Starkweather, 
Hon. Samuel N l~lson, .J ust.fre of the U nifocl Ht.ates Huprnme 
Court. and Col. ,,Tn1. L. Ht.one, editor of the New York Con1-
mercial Advertiser. 

1'he Otsego County Agricultural Hociety holds an annual 
fair at Cooperstow11, which is largely at.tended. 

Imvortaut lmuevolent institutions at Cooperstown are the 
"ThanksgiviHg Hospital," in tho establishment of which M;iss 
8usan Feuin1orn Cooper. a daughter of the novelist, was largely 
i11stru111eutal, and the ''Orphan Honse of the Holy t'.,avior, '' 



(if) 

which is nnder tho control of the Eviscopal diocese of Alhn11y, 
bnt which receives inrnah~s regardless of cleno111inatiminl lines. 

'l',rn CooJ>1,:wsTO\\'N I I 1<u1 ~c,wor,. 

This institution is fully equi1ipec1 for thorongh instrnction. 
It is snppliecl with all neecled apparatus, nnc1 with n library of 
4,000 volumes. 'Ihe acmlemic department, nrnler tho Hcg-mits, 
prepares for college and for law awl other SJJecinl courses. 'l1ho 
faculty consists of a principal and eleven assistm1ts. 

COOPERSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 

OooP1w.'s G1uv1◄: ANJ> Tuiom.nmNT . 
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• James Fmtimore Ooo:per died at his horne in Cooperstown 
on the 14th of September. lHGl, at the age of sixty-two years. 
Coover sleeps in the churd1yanl beside his kinclrecl, an m1pre­
tencli11g slab marking the site of his grave. His 111onm11011t is 
at Lakewood cemetery, on tl1e eastern shore of the lako, jnst 
ht~yoncl the site of the panther scene in the ''Piorteor. '' It is 
of Italian marble, twm1ty-five feet high, ,vith a figure of 
Leatherstocking 011 tho summit. Na Uy is repnisrn1trnl as loacl­
ing his riHP arnl gm;ing oft' 011 the lako sprnad ont hornmt.h hi Ill, 

while his dog hy his side watches his master ,vith eagur interest. 
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Aron, 2:J,58.:J. :wrcs. />op11J:1t,;on 1, WI. 

Prl1THFIEL D was fnrnrnd 
from Bnrlington in 17~17. It 
retained its origimtl llimen­
sions until lHOfi, when the 
present. town of New Lisbon 
was set off from it. It con­
sists mainly of fertile uplarnls 
lying between the valley of 
the U naclilln river, which con­
stitutes it.s western hmmdary, 
and the Butternuts creek val­

l_c~y on the east. Some of the earliest settlers came from Pitts­
field, Mass., and hencethe name. Among them were Dr .• Joseph 
0. Cone, Capt. Aaron Noble and Samuel Tyler. The two lat­
ter settled at Pittsfield village, locally called Pecktow11, from 
Alvin.Peck, who kept the hotel there. 

Capt. Abel DeForest, a soldier of t.he Revolution, was nn 
early settler at Meeker Bill. Gardner Hall came from Pownal, 
Vt., in 1797. His son,vVm.G. Hall, hecame the leadiHg physi­
cian of the town. Seth Harrington and Benjamin Edfly settled 
in the eastern part about 17H3. Jabez Beardsley was a promi­
nent settler in the western part on the river. He was su1mrvisor 
for eleven years. Cant. Joseph Briggs, another veteran of t!tu 
war, came early from Vermont. He and his son Silas wero 
prominent citizens. Other early settlers were Angnstns arnl 
Gardner Sheldon, Ezekiel Olrnµin and Stephen Hawkins. 

This is a prosperous agricultural township arnl is chieHy 
<leYotecl to llairying, the milk being sent either to the corn1rn1-
sery at New Berlin or to the shipping station at Ell111est.u11. 
H contains one village, Pittsfield, with a vopnlation of 70, allll 
a rural post.office at Ketchum. 

HCHOOLS: Number of districts, 12; teachers, 10; chil­
dnm of school age, um. 

CHURCHES: There is a Union church at Ket.clrnm . 
. l~lmnezer Chn]_)el in the southern part is su1>plie<l hy the Bap­
tist. and Methodist pastors from Morris. 
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PLAINFIELD wns set off 
from Richfield in l 7!Hl. The 
surface is hilly, the bluffs 
along the U naclilla river, 
which constitutes its western 
boundary, rising to the height 
of 400 faet. The first settle-

I
i [r_-~_;::./~ ;LJU~_E I L\
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_ 

- . ment wns mncle in 17Ha, and 
' __ // j 

/ ~~,"---- the first settlers were Luther 

.ff
;: __ ~-~ ""-/_; < _ x · Smith, Elias \Vright, Giles 
,::,tt~ ~",E; 1 T [ ~ Kilbourne, Ruggles Spooner, 
r

1i:I~,~;-=-~~ ~-:·~~--~--~;~ Samuel vVilliams, Benjamin 

~Hcl Abel Clark. Amollg t.he most useful pioneers ·was Caleb 
Brown, who built the first grist mill in the town at ''The 
Forks." Ho also built. m1 oil mill and doth factory on the 
enst brmwh of the Unnclilla, and a woolen factory a short dis­
tnHcc➔ south of the :b7 orks. 

A noted family wns that of Parley Phillips, who came from 
~Iassadrnset.ts prior to IH00, :mcl raised here n fnmily of twelve 
chilclren. Joslnrn. Bahnnck and his nine children were also 
vrominm1t in the olden timo. He was a member of the as­
som hly in lSlH to 1821, aucl presidential elector in 1830. Aza­
riah Armstrong came from Vermont in 1812. He had nine 
chi·ldren, several of whom have been lencljng citizens. 

At Plainfiehl Center ,Joseph Sims was nn early settler. His 
s011 .leptlrn was the author of "8ims' Border Wars." Joseph 
Sims jr., a grandson of Joseph, ,vas n noted author and lecturer. 

VILLAGES: rrhi8 is a fertile and prosperous township 
chi1:diy clevote<l to clairying. It contains only one village, Una­
dilla Porks, with a povnlation of :312. Plainfield Center is a 
ha111let, the seat of a vVelch colony that still preserves its native 
language. Leonardsville is mostly in Madison county. 

SCHOOLS: N nm ber of districts, 11; teachers, 8; children 
of Rclwol age, lBl. r:Phere is a Union Free school at Unadilla 
Porks with three departments. 

CHURCHES: At Urn1<lil1a Forks, Baptist and Free Bap­
tist.. At Plainthihl CP11ter, \\,.. elch Crn1gregatioual, with preach­
illg in tlw \\\deli 1:mgnag<i. 
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rrhis tm-n1ship was formed 
from Otsego in 17~12. It then 
inclncled tho tow11ships of 
Exeter and Plai11field, which 
were set off from it in 17~lH. 
The snrface is rolling arnl 
111odenrtely hilly with a mean 
elevation of 150 to 200 feet ~

t/ ',,,~:,1=~,j,~k:·l~;~, 
EXE.TET, ',,1f:,~t)~I ; 1~-,-,c,,[" nhove Ommclarago (orSchny-' '---.._ '""?'•);.~ / i 

·1ti?"~r- ' o • , 
.i......~--~~ . _[4YJ_'lf!.__:_..__~- ler) Lake. Several wooded 
monnfa.in peaks near the enstern boundary rise BOO feet higher. 
Omrnllarago Lake. the northern p<)l_:tiun of which is withiH this 
township, lies in a cleev valley and is fed by a nnmher of 
streams which ei1ter it from the nort.hwcst. Its outlet is 
Oaks Creek, through which its waters flow sonthwanl into the 
Snsquehmrna river. The seUlement of this region was rapid as 
soon as the duse of the Indian wars macle it safe to establish 
homes in the wilderness. r:rhe 110rthern portion of Otsego 
county Wflf, rnganlell with esvecinl favor in consequence of· its 
beautiful lake scenery. fertile soil. goocl timber arnl eligible 
milh,ites nrnl water privileges. 

The most imvurtant larnlecl Jll"oprietor who located here in 
the early times was John Tmmicliff of Derby, Englnnd, who, in 
1751i, pnrchasecl 12,000 acres belonging to the Otsego vate11t. 
In the year 177-! he macle a fnrther 1mrchase of liOO acres 
from the Hdrny ler patellt, this purd1ase iuclncli1tg a lJortirn1 of 
the present. village of Hichfiehl Hvrings. 

l{I<'IIFJI◄:1,J) ~l'IUN<lS. 

'rlw spri11gs that have rnn<le this locality fammrn as a lwalth 
rPsnrt "·ln-e long k.11ow11 tu the aborigines urnler tlw name of 
"Mrnlici1w \Yafors." '1,lw fullowi11g beautiful <foscription is 
givm1 of the origi11al spri11g a11(1 of Ca11adarago Lake: "At the 

. . . 
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summit of a gently-rising eminence iu the mist of shruhl1ery. 
and oversha<lowed by the lofty and majestic hrmwhes of the fir 
and pine, there issued forth from heneath the roots of a gigantic 
tree a crystal mineral fountain of life arnl health. Ahout three 
hundred rods to the south of this fountain was a romantic and 
beautiful lake silently sleeping in a quiet valley, skirted on 
either edge by heavily-wo()(lecl alpine ranges, whose giant forest 
trees were holclly reflected in the deep blue waters that were dis­
turbed only by the screaming waterfowl or the light canoe of 
the red man as he glided swiftly over its silver surface. The 
elk, moose and timid deer drank from its silent waters jn the 
wild solitudes of the primeval forest. Two wood-covered is­
lands rested within the hosom of this victuresq ne lake, one of 

MAIN STREET, RICHFIELD SPRINGS 

which has since clisa])tJRared. and, as trmlition says, the last. ()f 
the once vowerful tribe, the Canmlaragos, sm1k with it far 
beneath its dark waters." 

J?rom the discovery of these springs and their preparati011 
for public use by .Dr. Horace Mmiley in lH~O the village elates 
its fame as a watering place. 'l11ie efficacy of the waters was 
found to be very gn~at in t.he treatme11t of many forms of dis­
easP aml with every retnr11i11g season tlw 11m11her of visitors 111-

creasell. 
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'•rrhe location of Richfielcl Springs is remarkable for natural 
beauty, not 011ly in its irnmcdiate surrou11di11gs, hut it occm­
pies a position in the midst of the most charmingly cliversifi.ecl 
mountain ancl lake scenery. rrho 111om1tai11 sicles, in many in­
stances, and especially where honleri11g· upon lakes aucl streams, 
arc juttecl with imniense lrn1ges of rocks, or cut with cleep ra­
vines that assist in giving that romantic character tu this por­
t.ion of the state of New York which it so eminently possesses. 
Six beautiful Jakes are clistrilmtecl in this vicinity, almost within 
sight of each other. rrhis was a region of popular resort of the 
aboriginal tribes of the valley of the Mohawk ancl western 1mrt 
of the state before the whites encroachecl upon it." 

'1:o the natural aclvantages so plain to the reel man the whitP­
hrother has 1ulcled those of art and culture. I£°lectricity ilhrn1j_..­
nates the streets ancl 1mre ,vat.er from a rnom1tain lake fincls its 
way to the dwellings. Railroacl c01mectio11 is now 1Jcrfect on 
the north with the "Delawnrc, Lackawanna and \iVestern" awl· 
the "New York Central," to the south with the "Delaware arnl 
Hudson" system hy way of Ouu1Jerstow11 and Oneonta. 

VILLAGES: 1:here are two villages in this tmvnship, viz: 
Richfield Springs (po1mlation 1, i>in) and l\![onticello (po1rnlation 
218). Brighton is a hamlet with post.office at Richfiehl Springs. 

SCHOOLS: Number of districts, 11.; number of teachers, 
20; nnrnbcr of chilclren of school age 5,)H. 

The Richfielcl Spri11gs UHion Free school has an excellent 
hnilcli11g and is snp1Jliecl with modern npvaratns, charts, natural 
history specimens ancl n circulati11g librnry of 1,000 volumes. 
The acnclemic de1mrtrnent, subject tu the visitation of tlie re~ 
gents, mvarcls clnssfral awl sc.ientific cliplomas arnl has also. a 
commercial course awl a teachers~ trai11i11g class. r:11110 faculty 
c011siHts of a 1irincipal arnl twelve assistm1ts,. rrutal atternlance 
ahont 4;";0. 

CHUROHER: There are ni11c churches in this township, 
viz: At RiP-ldiclcl Rvri11gs, Catholic, ]~pisco1in1, l\'fotlwdist, 
Presbyterian awl lTnivorsalist.. At l\fonticello, Ba1>tist, Epis­
co1in1 mid Universalist,. At Bright011, Methodist. 

NEWSPAPERS: At Richfield Rvrings arc pnl)lishcd the 
''Richfield H1iri11gs Mnr<~nry, '' weekly, alHl tlrn' 'RichflC'lcl Spri11gs 
Daily" duri11g the months of .July all(l August. 
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Roseboom 

Are:1, 1!)J:J!J ArT1•s. 

{:i/'-----i~~·,=--=---- '' · , · - ROSEBOOM was fornrn<l 
", Ytcc,11 ~11 rY V:lLLEY / / frorn Cherry Valley in 1HG4. 

MIO~LHl[LJ \c[:.>.·-... -•-;<.,. Cen1r . .-./ 0 The snrface 1S diversific<l, 
t !") \ ) '- .- I V 

--~\. \.z·,·-.. ·.-. Pfo''/0

.~?£~/o 1/ ,\~I~ \!, ~ many of I.he hills rising t.o .. ;tK_ .µ i9~0-0\v :-: the height of ;3,)0 feet above 
. F \le•~<>n(Br~ok /~ i :r: the valleys. It is em brace< l 

,.,e;__-\ · ,_ Js~h'Y \ ~ in the original grant to .Jolm 

_...:~~~~,;;~-;;~-·-~-;".f~~:::· __ 0~;(:i·-·-('::~~!.f' Lirnlesay, mid was divicltid 
-- ---=-· """"'~=,...-a11 into the Belvidere, lVlcKean, 

L011g, and Beaver Dam 1mte11ts. This was the last tuwn organ­
ized in the connty and wns named in honor of Abram Rosehoum, · 
who with ,John Roseboom owned, at the beginning of the cen­
tn!'Y, a trnct of 2,000 acres lying in the prese11t towns of lVIid­
clleffol<l, Cherry Valley 1111(1 Roseboom. 

For rnmiy years the merc-m1tile lmsiness of the lof'a1ity was 
conclnctecl at Cherry Valley, nncl it wns not nntil Hm2 tlrn.t n 
store was openecl within the present limits of tho tow11. T'his 
was kept by Dn11iel Anti8del at, Lodi ( 110w Rosoboolll ). 'l'lw 
first grist mill ·wns built by Cornelius Lm-v in 181H. 

Among the enrly settlers were ,John Boyce, \\'il1in111 Pesco, 
Himeu11 Rich, John arnl Peter Hntphe11, Smith Hnll, Pder 
Low, Daniel Clark, Solomon Coats, Rnfns Perkins, ,John Pen.r­
sou, nncl Isnnc Keeling. Rome of the early rcsiclent8 are 1ww 
livi11g at a grent age. l\!lrs. :Mary (Keeliuu-) Pearson nt Pleasant 
Brook is 1iiuety-five, lVlrs. Lncy Boyce at Rosebuurn is 11i11ety­
thrce, mid Dr. John 'Vir'. Stcrriker of Roseboom is P-ighty-seven. 

rl'his is n prosperous agricultural township. rrhe lendi11g 
irnlnst.ry is (lniryi11g, the milk being sent tu eheese factories. 

VILLAG EH: Roseboom (population 22H ), Hon th Valley 
(populnt.io11 227 ), and Pleasn11t Brook (population 127 ). Lowell's 
Corners is a hamlet on the east.ern border. 

SCHOOLS: N nm her of districts, 12; teachers 11; child­
ren of sehool nge, lJS. 

CHURCH ER: At. Roseboom, Baptist 1111<1 Met.hoclist, at 
South Valley, Meth()(list, Methodist Protestn11t nwl Christian; 
at. Pleasnnt Brook, Mdlwdist m1<l l\ifothudist ProtP1:-da11t.; at 
Bentley Hollow, Methodist Prot.esbmt. 
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Springfield 

I 'o; ill l:J f ion. 7 J(i:!. 

S L'HIN< l U1I EL U was set 
off fn>111 Chmry Valley jll 

J 7~)7. Tlw snrfa<'Cl is a roll­
ing npland. A pro111u11tory 
()ast of the ]wad of ( Hs(•go 
Lakn, (·alled ~lt. \\\dli11gto11. 
risPs to a height of -100 fod. 
It is a prosperous agricu I­

t 

;__ ,,.,_,.) tnral to,,·1u-,hip. 
In tliu ypm· 17()~ tivn fa111ili(\S hi()k up lands i11 the town, 

vi:r,; those of ,Tul111 Kdly. Hi<'hard .Fer,u;nson and James Yu1111g 
in 1lw eastern nart, U-nstavns Klnlllph a11d ,Tacuh rry1iart at the 
li<'ad ()f the Ink<.\ \~ery few additi011s were nwde to this little 
(·0111mnnity until after the Revolnti(Jll. At the battle of Oris­
kany in 1777 Capt. rrlwmas Davy, who has descendants now 
living in the t.own, was killed. In the following year .Joseph 
Brant, the leader of the Hix Nations, came to Springfield with a 
1iarty, lnm1ed the town all(l kille(l or earried i11to cavtivity the 
111011, but this famons chief wns merciful. It is recorded that he 
"gathered together the wome11 ancl children into one lwnse and 
left them nninjnred--an act not follO\ved by history nllies." 

011 the retnrn of pPnc·e there was an irnmeclinte influx of 
settlers i11to this regio11. Among them ,nffe Benjamin Rath­
bn11 nrnl John Cotes, who ns a lad uf sixteen lrnd taken 1mrt in 
the hatt.le •of Bunker Hill, John .James and Robert Yonng. 

Other vioneers after the Revolution were :Moses Frankli11, 
Almer Cooke, Calvin nnd Luther Smith. Elisha Hall, the in­
vPnt.or of tlw ·well known Hall threshing machine, was a pioneer 
at Springfiehl Center. Hezekiah Hay<len was a pioneer and 
Iris clPscernlnnts have hem1 distingnishecl Plsewhere. 

VIL LAU- ES: Spri11gfielrl (popnlati1JI1 l!iO), Springfield 
Cent.or ( population ;1,lO) arnl East Svringfield (population lHO). 
l\fi(ldle Village is a hamlet with 1-iustuflice at East Hpringtield. 

HCHOOL~: N nm her of districts, 1;3; teachers, lH; children 
of school age, ;3rnl. 

CHURCHEt:,: At ~pringficld Center, Baptist., Episcopal 
and U ui versalist; at East Svri11gtield, Eviscoval, l\tlethoclist 
and Presbyterian. 
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T HIH tovn1sli ip wm, l'on11Pd 
from Otsego in 17~12. It lies 
at the contlue11co of tlw Hn s­

qnehanna and tho Unadilla, 
arnl 1s watered hy tho 
11Hrny trilmtariPs of i.IH•Re riv::-' 
en,. It is ht11iuved to havo 
hPen settled to Ho111e L•xtu11 t 
before the Hl)volnti011, hut. DC~A~ ,r,, ~ 

co. 
==--==J.--==~-=~-~~--~7.., ·w hen.i or hy w hum is 110t 
known. Like all other 1mrts of the connty. it iilltid np ra1 1idly 
as soon as peace permitted. 

Unadilla village elates from ahont 17~10. lrnt its <'arly i111-
portanco was clue to the c011stnwtiou iu lt-;02 of tlw Catskill c111d 

Snsquebmma turnpike, an importa11t high way w lii<'h ter111i 11atl1d 
here, the 1mint being known as "\Vaitles' Ferry," frorn H1n111n11 
Wattles, a leading pioneer in that region. Tho village was on 
lands of the "W nllace patent." Among the first settlers wl1re 
Aaron Axtell, the village hln0ksmith, who purehasecl the fin,t. 
lot; Solomon Martin, a soldier of the Revolution all(l uf the war 
of 1812, sheriff of the county aud mernher of assembly, from 
whom Martin brook was named; Daniel Bissell and his ki11s­
man, Guido L. Bissell; Dr. Gurdon Huntington, tho lemling 
physician of that region and member of assembly from lt)OG to 
180U; Joseph S. Bragg, whose son Edward S. Bragg. btwa11w 
brigadier general in the Rebellion,and a congressma.11 from \Vis­
consin; Moses Axtell, one of the "Boston tea party," and a 
hero of Lexington and Bunker Hill; Stephen Benton, a land­
holder and merchant; Captain Uriah Hanford, William vVil1110t. 
the first cabinet-maker, Harnuel Crooker, the four Co11e 
brothers, Dr. Adanijah, Daniel, Gilbert and Gardner, who, with 
their descendants, have had an important share in the develop­
ment of the village; Elisha Luther, J olm Fiske, a soldier of 
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1Hl2, \Vliitlwy Bacon, David FiJL<•h, I.--fo11ry ( )gdPn. ,vho was 
nwmbm· of asH1\mh]y in 11-120~ Nid Hohinso11, .Johll EellH,jnstice 
of the licaee and s11vcrvisor, and Calvi11 and Lorin Uatos, who 
J.nll'chased larnl lime abont HHO . 

.A111ong i1dhumtial citi:wns of a later date wurn Slien11a11 Page, 
a11 ahfo lawyer, mernber of aaHsemlily in 11-127, 11w11il>er of the 
2:{rd awl 2.Jth c011µ;resses arnl asso<·iafo jndge of the connty; 
.Major Christopher D. Fellows, who fr()III his advent in the vil­
lnge at the age of fourteen to that of 11i11ety-three, ''was an ac­
tive and intd]igcnt fon·e in 11car]y all that advanced the inter­
ests uf the plac.e;" Dr. Gains Leonard Halsey, antlwr of the 
"Hcmi1tiscenses" inelrnled in "r:rhe Pioneers of Unadilla," by 
his sm1,Fraucis \V. Hnlsey; Clark I. HayPs. whom farmers have 
1 o thank for i11qH'uved breeds of farm stock throughout this va 1-
lt\y; Eli C. Belknap, a leacling lawyer: and ...'.\.nwld B. \Vat­
H()II, than whom no more useful 11Hlll has ever livrnl in Pnadilla . 
.Alike in rnlncatimial, religions and tiua11eial affairs he vrns 
among the first and best. 

:Ebe11e;1;m· Gregory camu from G ilhortsville to lT 11adilla 
Center, where he lmilt the stu11e hcmse that is ::;till standiug. 
Hu rearnd fonr sous mid four dau,!..J1ter:-;, who with their desee11d­
n11ts have cuntrilmtod much to the social awl lmsiuess life of 
Unadilla. 

Among the early proprietors in the vicinity of Sand Hill, 
in the eastern 1mrt of the township, were Daniel Buckley, John 
and Aaron Sisson, Samuel 1\tlerrirnan arnl Elisha Lathrop . 
• John Sisson can1e as early as 17HO ancl settlml in the vicinity 
afterwards callerl Sisson Hill. In t.lie same vicinity were Cap­
tain Seth Rowley, a veteran of the Revolution nrnl Captain 
Elisha Saunders, who was both physician and soldier, and who 
was killed at the battle of Queenstown in 1812. 

Unadilla is pleasantly situated on the north bank of the 
Susquehanna river, and on the line of the Albany & Susque­
hanna railroad, m) miles from Albnny aml 4A from Bingham­
ton. It has a suverior system of water works, with reservoirs L30 
feet above the village, and an electric light plant furnishing 2G arc 
lights for tlrn streets, with irwawlesecnt lights for the stores 
aud <lwelliugs. It is a manufacturing place of some impor­
taiwe, havi11g a largo milk co11clm1sery, ~ carriage factory mak­
ing the superior Hanford carriages aud wagons. a large tailoring 
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establishment and several cigar fadories. It is one of the most 
attrnctive villages on the line of the railroad, being not.eel for 
its ·wide and shady streets, its beautiful river view,its handsome 
residences and its well kept private grounds. 

VIL LAG ES: There are three villages in this township, 
viz: Unadilla (population 1,172), Unadilla Cellter (por,nlation 
7B), and Wells Bridge (population Hi0). Rockdale, on the 
Unadilla river, is mostly in Chenango county. 

SCHOOLH: N nm her of <listricts, 18; teachers, 21 ~ chil­
clren of school age, 44. The Unadilla Union Free School 
and Academy, which in 18HJ succeeded the fonrn-n· academy, 
has a large, modern building with superior sanitary arrange­
ments, city ,w1ter and electric lights. It ranks as a High School 
under the university of the State of New York. Its course of 
instruction includes the natural sciences, ancient and modern 
languages, and a teachers' training class. It has a lihrary of 
over 2,000 volumes, besides reference hooks. The Academic 
department prepares for college and grants regents' diplomas. 
The faculty consists of a principal and eight assistants. 

CHURCHES: At U uaclilla, Baptist, Episcopal, lVIetho­
dist, and Presbyterian. At \,Yells Bridge, Baptist and lVIetlw­
clist.. At Unadilla Centre, Nlethoclist, and a lVIethodist church 
at Sand Hill, in the eastern part. 

NEvVSP A PERS: The "Unadilla Times," a weekly paper, 
established in 1864. 



known as"Elliot Hill," ·which is now _in Decatur. About lHOG 
he remuvecl to East vVorcester, where he built a grist mill arnl 
other lmil<lings. He raisecl a family of twelve chilclrcn, seven 
sons and five <laughters, who have nunieruns clcs<'.lllHim1ts, arn011g 
them a 1mmber of clistingnislwcl nw11. His son Aarrn1 was tlH~ 
father of S. B. Champion, the wdl known eclitor of tho Sbun­
furd Mirror. 
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WORCESTER HIGH SCHOOL 

Among his interesting reminiscences of the early times, 
Mr. Charn1)ion relates the following: 

'''I1he first doctor I rem em her was old Dr. Warner. He 
wns one of the old fashioned kinLl, and did not believe in lJeople 
continually pouring down medicine to keep well. He used to 
say that people doctored too much, as some politicians now say 
we are governecl too much. Near us settled a newly-married 
couple. The wife was as neat as could be, and everything was in 
keepi11g with her personal appearance. r:rheir first- horn, a son, was 



kept, like a cloll-lmhy, in the hons<1. It clicl 110t thrive, awl Dr. 
War11er was called ill to seo it. Hn ]llokocl it over, aclrnirecl its 
perfect form arnl features, took it np arnl Htarted ont of tho 
house with it. The mother was alannml, arnl Hrtid llw doctor 
wonl<l kill it if ho clicl not hnrnll<1 it ll)J. It was in tho spri.ig, 
a11cl tlw father of the child was making a gardm1. The dodor 
put it down ill the newly lllil(k 0111011 bud. rr1w hal>y took ll)J 

a h:mdl'nl of <1-irt arnl com11w1wrnl <1ati11g it. 'l1 IH1 rnotlwr \\·as 
morn frightm1rnl, lint it was allowed tll eat all it want.ml. '1111<'11 
the olcl <lodor lul't them ·with t.lie re11wrk, "giv<) it plmity of' air, 
for its hrngs, clean <lirt for its h()fWS, Hll(l yon will ham a larg<\ 
rosy-choekc1cl, healthy child, i11st.ead of' a JH><>l', Jmlo, W<\akly, 
mn:wiatecl croatnre. '' 

Otlrnr early settlers near East \Vorrestcr W(1re .Tosh na .Bige­
low, .Joseph Bowers, .Ja11ws Lockwood, Isaac Caryl, Adolphus 
(·¾ott, Calvin .fo1111ings, Cary Pcp1mr awl J\faj. (-loll. .Janws 
Stewart, whose father, .Ja111es Stewart, wns killrnl at thu lmttl<) 
of Bunker ·Hill. His son, Dr. \Yilliam Stewart, ,vas a vhys­
ician at South Worcester for (j() years. 

VILLAG EH: 'rhere are three vil1nges in this township, vi"Z: 
\Vorcester (lJ01mlatio11 1.020), Bast \Yorcestcr (JH>pt1lati011 J;H}) 

awl South \Vorcoster (povnlaticm 150). \Yorcpsfor is a ftcmrish­
illg village, vrovi<led with cledric lights and with pnrc water 
from n rnonntni11 reservoir 80 feet cfoep. 

SCHOOLS: Nnmherofc1ist.ricts,li); tenchcrs,2H; chilclren 
of school au-e, 470. The \Yon·estor High School. nrnlor the Re­
gents, hns a modern huilcling, complete .scientific ap1mrntns, n 
thorough acmlemic course and n well seledecl library. r.rhe 
faculty consists of n pri11cipnl nnd seven assistants. 

CHURCHES: There nre eight churclws in tho townshiv, 
viz: At vVorcester, Baptist, Catholic, C011gregati01ml mtcl :Meth­
odist, nt East vYorcester, Ba1it.ist and niiethoclist, at Sonth \Yor­
cester, Lutheran and l\'Iethmlist. 

NEVilSPAPERS: The "vVurcester 'L1 i111es," rn,tablished 
187G, published at \Von·ester. 
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SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

~ 

UNDEH THE l\lANAGEl\lENT OF 

PROF. J. C. RINGvVALD, Graduate of the Royal Conser­

vatory of l\iusic at Leipsic, Germany, and 

MRS. ELLIE lvlORRIS-RINGvVALD, a Graduate of the 

Same Institution. 

BEST INSTHUCTION IN •••• 

PIANO, ORGAN, VIOLIN, HARMONY, 

VOICE CULTURE, TI-IEOR Y OF 

lvIUSIC AND COl\IPOSITION. 

Ivir. J. C. Ringwald is a member of the firm of DENNY 

& RI:--.:l G W i\LD, who carry q Best and Standard makes of 

PIANOS AND ORGANS 

Including the World's Most STEINWAY AND WEBER 
Reno\vncd Pianos, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

214 Main Street, Oneonta, N. Y. 



Geo. I. vVilher, President. E. A. Scramling, Cashier. 
Sam'! II. i.:>otter, Ass't Cashier. 

Wilber National Bank, 
ONEONTA, >I. Y. 

Capital, · $100,000.00 

Surplus, $200,000.00 

Capital, Surplus and Deposits, over $1,700,000,00 

P.'.;,,..'The gTowth an1l prnl:"JJPl'i t,r of a eomrn unity are cleal'ly incl icat ell by the..J-i.!uineial 
eoutlition of its Banking- Institutions. As an illustration the inel'easing 

t!epm,its of the Willie!' National Bank the past se\'en .real's 
plainly relleet a \'cry gratifying eomlition: 

/)f'/HJSits, .flJ])f' 1,'-,f}(j, 
lh•11nsits, ./111w 78!)7, 
/)1'/HJSitS, .//JIit' ]8[)8, 
/)1•1w,-;ifs, ./111w 18!J!) 
/h•11nsits, .fulJf! 1!)00, 
/)1•11osit:-1, .June J!HJJ, 
J)eposits, .June l!HJ::!, 

-'$1-l:J,{it-l :J, 
.i·so 1,:w2. ;;f; 
.'j:;8,"i!),-/(1-I. () 7 

:fji 7, ()(}fi. :.! :.!-l,f i8 
-~· 7. f )8:.!, 7 ,:J. !) 1 
-~· 1,87 :!, 1 (}ii. -/(j 
,'$1,-1,1:.!, 1,, ::! t 

The Bank also enjoys the distinction of having the largest surplus 

in proportion tu its capital of any national bank in Central 
New York. 

MORE TIL\N 130 PLACES IL\ VE BEEN SECURED 

BY US FOR ONEONTA GRADUATES .... 

An Agency is valuable in proportion to its 

influence. If it merely hears of vacancies 

and tells you about them, that is something; 

but if it is asked to recommend a teacher 

and recommends _you, that is more. 

0Ul{S REL'O:\IMENDS. 

C. vV. BARDEEN, SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


