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OLD SCHOHARIE. 

Although Schoharie became a e-0unty a.fter the Revolution and 

the name it bears ·was not kno-wn 200 years ago, its history is so 

replete with interesting facts, that it would probably take a, 
"·hole daY oulv to indicate them and to n1ention the names od: :.n.e 

V ~ • 

,aeto-1·~ in the d1uau1a .. \Yithout going into detiails. This paper can, 

th!erefoOC'e, give nothing but a general outline o;f 1:he first, settle-

1nents in the county, of its political organization and its religious 

establishments, and the data has been taken mainly from manu­

script sources, ·which appear not to: have- been consulted by any 
hist-0rian· of the county. 

The county of Schoha.1·:i.e is one of the fe,v c-0unti€S in the State 

of New York, to which upon its oi·ganization. in 1795 the Legis­

h1itmee gave the na:1.ne of its fii-st human inhabitants, the Schoharie 

Indians of the ~Ioha:vvk ta.-ibe, the easitermnost of the Five Indian 

Nations 01· the Co1nfede1·acy of the h·oquois. The name, Schoharie; 
,vhich is no,v boi•ne by the cou~ty, by a tl(nvnship, by a village and 

by a 11.Yer, is differently explained. J ephtha Sim1us, one of the 
earlier historians of the county, tells us, that it meant drift o~ 

flood-wood, because at a certain distance above the br-idge at. 

~fiddleburgh the two ·rivulets, meeting there to empty into the 

SCJhohar-te river produced in the latter a e-0unter-curr1ent,, which 

caused a lodgment: of drift-~ood at every high watier. Another 
tradition says Schoharie signifres to take across or carry o:-ver, still 
another gives the liter-aJ. meaning as the meeting of two wate1'S in 

a third. ~\.nother meamng of Schohau.·ie, spelled Y o-sko-h.a-ro is 

'" Great Jam.pile," r-eferring to the Jampile or· natural bridge formed 

across the r-i ver above ~1:i.ddleburgh by the driftiwood lodged by the 

action of the tvvo small streams and the i-iver- at their confluence, 
and in ,the dim. distance of tradition a chief by the name of Y o-sko­

ha-ro lived and ruled a:b the base of the Onistag1·a,Ya. His name 
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was taken from the Great Jampile, near ,vhich he lived. He 

belonged to the Bear family, and a, dictionary of the Iroquois' 
language designates Schoharie as a bear village. 

The ,seal of the Schoha,r-ie County His1to1·ical Society very hap­

pily illustrates tihe origin of the nanre and the distincti"re character 

of the tribe of Indians 1Yhich inhabit1ed the vallev. 
Cl 

The castle of the Bear familv of the )IohR\Yks "\\·as neai~ Cana.-., 

jo[harie. The Turtle fan1ily sitting notth and east ,vith their 

castle at Ica.nderoga, no,v For·t Hunter·, and the ,,r olf fan1ily "'·est-

1vard near Tribe's Hill. 

The name Schoharie is found spelled in se,·enteen different 

·ways. 

The Schoharie Indians seen1s to haYe- bee11 f1·ac·tiona1 parts or 

refugees from different nations or a. dec-ayed family of the 

l\loha"\\·ks, ,vho had been given shelter and hunting grounds by 

the Bear fa.mily. ..A .. petition of so1ne ~chohai-ie Indians, of 1vhich 

I shall tell you further- on, is ~igned b_y then1 ,Yith the totem of 

the Deer family, a brancl;l of the )Ioha,Yks: ,vhich has d,vindled 

into insignificance befo1·e histutical thnes. 
The fir-st settlers of this State~ the Du t.ch, Lenning to .. A.merica 

under the auspices O[ the \\:-est India Co1npany had begun to 
pu.~h their ·way up the )Ioh(,nYk rh·er as fa1· as Schenectady and . 
~<)111;_0•\\·ha,t \Yest of it. Theil· English ~ueees:sors \Yere equally 

anxious . to become proprietors of lands still held by Indians. 

The first one, of "\\7hc1n1 it is kno,vn that he has looked upon 

Schoih.aree lands with a covetous eYe. ,vas .. A..ndre"\\· Bro,vn~ w·ho 
~ , , 

petitioned in Gove1·11u1· Dougau~s ti111e, from 1682 to 1688, for 

lieense to purchase fro111 the Indians 500 acres m a 

tract, called Schoharie, a name, then f 01· the first tin1e heard. X o 
r-eco1·d tells of his pur<..:hase and ~ubsequent pa.tent. ~Che next 

to express a desil·e for the Schoharie lands "\\·as Colonel Nicholas 

Bayard, one of the great 1nen of his day. He obt:'lined in )lay 

1694, a license to purc-hase 4~000 ac1·es of land in the ,:-;alley 

of the Schoharie c1·ec ... k from it:; 111outh 1n the Indian 

fields, called Teaonda:roga, near Fo1"t Hunter, twenty-fou1· to 

thirty miles up,vard to the "head or first spring" of sa.id creek 
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near Kanjea.ra.gore hill in the town of )Iiddleburgh. The width 

is not given, but pr·obably the Indians 1selling the ]and, siaid to 

the purchaiSer: " Yon m,a~~ occupy and use as n1uc-h of ,the land to the 

east and ,Yest, as your occasions may demandt for in numer-ous 

Indian deeds of land along strea1ns this expression may be 
found. \\7hen Oolonel Ilaya.rd had looked at his purchase, he 

111ade the diseovery, that the soil ·was Yery :stony and little adapted 

for agricultural p·Llrpo:~es. Thei-efore, in order to have :some 

benefits fron1 it, he petitioned to ha.Ye the land erected into 

the )Iano-1· of l{ingsfield \Yi tlh feudal rig·hts of jurisq.iction, 
,,·hich ,vas granted. Rut he ·was not allo--,ved to enjoy ·whatever 

benefit he expected t,) derive from his manorial possessions very 
long. Fo1· in 1G98, t,vo years and a half after his purchase, two 
::\Ioha,Yk Indians of the Deer family, Henry and Joseph, both con­
Yert,ed to Ch1·istianity, crune to :Ne"~ Yorl( and co1nplained to Lord 

Bellon1!ont, the Governor, that, ,vhile they \\~ere fighting against the 

French during the summer and fall of 1695, six idle, drunken men of 

their nation had sold a large tract of land, belonging to them, the 

eompla.inants, called Ikohere (Skohere), "so large that a young 

1na.n has enough to do .to run over it in a day," for thirty beaver 

skins in rum and goods. The purchaser, they said, had been ~t\.rent 

~chuyler, acting on behalf of Colonel Nicholas Bayard. \Vhen on 

their r·eturn from their warpath they had learned of this trans­

action, they had made a complaint to the Commissioners of Indian 

... A.ffairs at .. Albany, but instead of obtaining redress, Governor 
Fletcher had given a pat-ent for the land to Colonel Bayard and 

they· had then appealed to Governor Fletcher during his visit to 

A-\.lbany, but nothing was don.e. After due investigation of the 

tase, Lord Bellomont had a bill introduced in and pasised by the 

G·eneral A-\cssem bly to vacate the grant to Bayard, and the Indian 

o,Yners \Vere reinstated" in their possessions. But C-0lonel Ba.yard 

did niot. intend to loose 'both his purchase and the purchase money, 

even though the a1nount wa~ n~'"'t 1nor·e than ninety-six dollars for 

the 4,000 acres. He vvaited until a ne,v Governor and a ne~v Secre­

tary had ,come to :New York, who could be supposed not to know 

anything of t!he ti~ansaction of 1695, and then, in 1710, he asked, 
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that either the former patent should be reaffirmed or steps be taken 
to recover his expenses. But he had reckoned without his host, 

for Governor Hunter, one of the most conseientious men ever sent 
out by England rt.o govern this colony, took no action on th.i.s: nor 

on two subsequent petitions, presented by Samuel Bayard, the 
Colonel's son, ,after his father's death, repeating the request. 

This first attempt to settle the lands along the Schoharie river 
under grants from the Governor w•as not soon follo-\ved, although 

individual settlers m1ay have come into the country and, with per­

mission of the Indian proprietors, squatted on the land. .A.s late 

as the year 1710 Governor Hunter has occasion to write to the 

Lor.els Commissa.oners for Trade and Plantations: " The Five 

Nations have until no"~ insisted upon their rights to the lands of 

Scokery, near the lfohawk oountry. I found at ... £\Jbany instructions 

to the Oomm:i:ssioners of Indian Aff,airs to restore them to their 

title. I owned their right, and they had a new consultation. where 

they resolved to make a present of those lands to her Majesty Queen 
.... .\.nn, ·which I accepted in her name and ordered them a suitable 

present; they have not yet called for the saine, but inileed it is 

almost the only land in this provinoe left to her ~iajesty to grant, 

though the "'~hole be neither peopled nor cleared." 

The g-reat war, "'~hicJh devasted Gern1any and disturbed the 

rest of the European continent under the cloak o.f religions zeal 

for thirty years and ,vhich came to a.n end. by the W estphaliau 

Treaty of 1648, was supposed to have settled the question of 

freedom in believing in this or that dcctrine. J~ut J'ranct~~ po~jng 

as the champion of the Church of UomtA; evaded, in 1GS8, the 

Palatinate on the banks of the Rhine aud compelled all djssenting 

inhabitants to leave their homes. T}1e hrst Palatines, ihus drive11 

out for the sake of their religious L~lief, found ne,v homes on 

lower Delaware and Susquehanna rivers, hut the full ifrle of 
this immigration did not fairly bef,rin until about l70H. T1l this 

year 4,000 Palatines emba.rke~ for ~e'-V York, but 1,700 died 

on the passage. They were invite:1 t•) settle on Livingston 
Manor, in the present Columbia conn~·y, and many of Them djd 
so. Others settled in lJlster county and at New burgh, Orange 
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county, and still others became ia a manner, of ,vhich I shall 

tell you, the earlies1t settlers of this county and the ancestors 

of n1any of its inhabitants. William Smith, a royal judge of 
Colonial Ne""· 1..~ork, and the author of a history of the Cc,!ony, 

says of the Palatines: '"Queen .... .\.nne\, liberality to these peo1:,le 

,vas not more beneficial to the1n than servieeable to this colonv . ., 

They have behaved themselYes peaceably and lived with great 

industry. Many are i-ich; all are Protestants- an<l ,n2IJ affe(;ted 

to the govermnent. vVe haYe not tlu~ lea8t ground for jealousy 
,vith respect to them." Judge Smith ,vas not q_ nite ,vell inforn1ed 

a.bout the manner in ,vhich the Palatin1~S· ('a1ue to this eouutJ 
for that was not done very peacea.bly. G·overnor Hunter, ,vith 

,vhom parb of thPse people had come over fro~n England., n1:editated 

settling them in the present Schoh~trie. connty and isHued ord~rs 

to the Surveyor-General of the Province, Augustin Graham, to 
lay out land in far1n lots~ ,vhich l1e did in t7.1.0 at an expr:r se 

of £138, but before the lands could 'be allotted a number 

of Palatines settled along the Hudson ri \.~er and c:nga.ged in 

making pitch and tar, reS-Olved to stop work and not to r(~ruain 

on the land, on w·hich they had been settled for that -parpo~-e, 

but rto remove to Schoh.ary. Secretary Clarke says, that great 

pains had been taken to magnify to theD1 the goodness of Rcho­

ha,ry lands. Hoi\\1 they carried out their resolution is told by 

Governor Hunter in a letter to the Lords Cou1missioners of 1'.radr?­

and Plantations, October 31, 1712: "As to the Palatines, my 

substa1H:e auu credit being exb.aust~d, I had no ren1edy left but 
to intilna te to that people, that they should take 111easures to 

subsist the1nselYes during- this "\vinter upon the J;u1<1s, ",here they 

are planted or \York for others; upon th.is intilnation S{)Jne 

hundreds of them took a. resolution of possessing the Schoharie 

lands and are aeeordingly n1arched -U1ithee. They cut a road 
fron1 Sehenectady. ~, The punishment for this rash act foll<Ywed 

upon the foot. In July, 1713, Governor Hunter writes: "The 

Pala tinPs. ·who re1nain upon the lands, ..,vhere I planted the1~.1, 

ha,·(._ hy t;he blE>s:-;ing of G-od and their o,vn l:1 hours. ,jeen able 

to subsist themselves; those "·ho n1u t,) Schoharie have been 

obliged to the charity of the Province to save them fFom starving." 
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I shall not ,Yeary you by telling, ho-w the lands were divided, 

1K~yond n1entioning that the patent to ... A.dan1 v .... rooman, for- ,vhich 

h~· luu1 to pay thirteen pound~~ or thirt,r-t,vo dollars and fifty cents, 

in fcPs, is the fi1·st. on rec:ord. It is dated ...-\.ugust 26, 1714, and 

(•o\·er~ CiOO acres on a ~n1all run of \\·ater~ coining fro111 a \\~hite pine 

s\\·an1p and rn1111ing into the Schoha1·ie creek~ south of Onitstag-

1·a \Yac IIills. .A_ fe,v 111onths later the ]ands north of ..:-\.dam, to the 

extt~nt of 10~000 ae1·("S, 1Yere patenteu to Robert Livingston, Jr., 

_Pete1· Yan B111·g·h. Hen1·v \\'ileman. John and ~1evndert Schuyler. 
c._, , «., , c./ 

The~e 10.000 ae1·t=,s are described as being in Hunter's Field, on the 

~outheast side of Sehoharie-, and including Onitstagra"\v·ac creek. 
The site of the present to-,Yn of Schohai-ie becaJne the property of 

Lc1Yis }IorTis, Jr., anu. ~-\.nureas Coeyn1a.ns, 'by a patent dated l\iay 

24, 1726, for t,Yo t1·acts in Hunter's Field, on the west side of 

Schoharie creek opposite to the Fountain Flat, and covering 3,500 

acres. 

'l"'he Palatines had nort taken the necessary steps to secure 
patents for the land, on ,Yhich they had planted then1selves in 

se,~en sett1e1nents~ nnder their leaders, Conrad ,Yeiser, Hartman 

"\Yindeca.er, John Hendrik Kniskern, Elias Garlock, Johannes 

George S1nidt nnd "'\Yillia1n Fox. The re..sult "·as, that ,vhen the 

pa1·ties, holding patents from the Governor of the Province, came to 

take possesision of the lands gr·a.nted to them, serious coniiicts 

arose. rn let one of these patentees~ the just-n1entioned .... L\..dam 
,~rooman, "·hose land had been squatted upon by Conrad vVeiser, 

eoYering the present site of )fiddleburgh. tPll his -experiences. He 

"\\Tites to GoYernor Hunter, in June, 1715: " .. A .. s in duty bound, I 

,make bold to give you an account of the actions of one John Cun­

radus -n,:--ise·r~ a Palin.tine living at Schoree; he i~ called a captain 

arnong them. I 1va.s at Sehoree last '\v-eek~ to see my land measured 

and ·with a design to build a house upon the land patented to me 

<ind given 1ne by the Indians· long- ago. 'YViser threatened to pull 

do-wn, if I built a. house, and no,Y they turn their cattle into my 
corn. Conrad's son is very irnpudent, a.nd they· daily confer with 

the Indians.'' The Governorr issued an 01·der for the arrest of the 
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W eise1·s, father and son, because treating "·ith the Indians was 

forbidden bJ- p1·ocla111ation. B~fore~ h<-n,·eyer, this order could be 

exeeuted, \ 1r-o,om~1n had to add to his complaint, saying: "The 

Pa.latineP- st.ill threaten 1ne in a. rebellious 1nanner. I ha..-e 

1nea:~urc~d a great part of the land and so,Yed considerable grain 

thereon. I ·w-a:s n1aldng a stone house t,Yenty-three feet squa1·e 

and had it. RIO high .. that. I la.id the bean1s for the chan1ber. I hav-
.__ ., ✓ 

ing at the sa1ne time an Indian house about 200 yards off, for 

1nyself. ,,~01·k1nen and negTo to sleep in: bnt on the fou1th inst 

(July), in the night they had a. conti·iyance to tie bells about 

hor~es· ll!eck~ and drin.~ the1n to and fro, in \\·hitli tilne they pulled 

1u._v house .. st.ones and all, to the ground. .John C1011tad ,Viser has 

been the 1·ingleader, his ~on has liYed a1nong the Indians to le~1rn 

theh· language~ and is no-w their inte1pr-eter: and they· both make 

treaties for the1n.:: 'I'he order for the ap1n·ehension of the \\~eisers 

"~as repeated July 22, 1715, but the a1·1·e.sts \\·e1·e neYe1~ ma<le. 

The eld(Jr• ·lVeiser: ,vhmn Gove1·no1· 1-Iunter, in a letter of July 

1718, calls ·'the constant 1·inglea<ler of .111 1nischief a111ong rh1~ 

Palatines,:: had been a 1nagistra te in hi_s native village of Great 

.. A.nstach in the pr·e:"'ent Kingdcnn of ··rru1-t<:1nberg, and b.r hi~ \Yife 

Anna )Iair-ia, l"1 e bele, ·was t-he father of fifteen ehild1·en. T·he ,Yife 

died in 1709. and soon after "TIT ciser left ti11e count.IT for .A .. merica. 
, IP.I • 

"~he1-~ he landed at Xe\\~ ··.r ork in June, 1710: and quickly joining-

his con1patriots beca.n1e one of their pro1uinent 1nen. \\~en 111 

1718 the Palatine~ of Schoharie 1·csol \·cd to petition the I{ing of 

:England for a redress of their g1.-ievances and seeurit:v- again:~t 

fa,ncied ]_)el"'>~et.::uL-iou~ a1Hl to tlelega,r-e tlu·ce of their nun1be1· 10 

la.y their n1emorial before tb.e ~ing, John Conra,d ,,~ eise1· ,vas orn .. ~ 

of these three, ,,:--illia,m Scheef and one ,,~ alra th being hi~ col­

leagues. They en1bar·ked secretly from Philadelphia, but on the 

voyage fell into the ha,nds of ph·ate.;;, ·who robbed the1n of all their 

possessions and then ~et the1n free. The delegaii-es mnde thei1· ·way 

to Boston to procu1·e nece~s·ar11.es. On ai-1·iying at London tlu_,y 

found theu1seh-es pennile~~ and ,yere fo1·ced to contract dt'.b:.~: 

·which ca.u~ed their inc.arcei-ation until rl'lie,·e-d by 1·e111ittance~ f1·,>111 

their homes in Schoharie. Scheef qua,r"Telled "\Yith ,Y eh-;e1· alwnt, 

2 
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exi..;.t.ing difficulties at hon1e and 

He died sho11'1.JY after. ,Yeiser him-.., 

The petition, presented by these Palatine agents to the Lords 

Comn1issionens of Trade and Pla.nta;t:ions, ~..\..ugust 2, 1720, t.ells, 

that the Palatines cleared the :r·o:ad through the ·woods fi·om 

Schenectadv a.t tihe rate of fif:t.een 1nile:,;; in fifteen day~ to a s1nall 
~ . 

tract of land called Schorie. But that tract being too s1nall for 

their incre-asing families., they purchased f1·on1 the Indians an 

adjoining piece for about $300. Ha,ing built; s1nall houses and 

huts on this land, about one year after the said purcha~<?, ~onte 

gentlemen from ~t\_lbany declared, to the Pa.la tines, that. they, tihe 

Albany 111en, ha1ing purchased 'bhe country of Schoharie fr-01n the 

GoTernoT of New York, they ,vould not perini!t the I•a,latines to live 

there, unless they took out leases. The Pa.Jatines refused and 
thereupon the Sheriff of ~L\..lbany. county ·witih his posse ,va1s sent­

out to seize one of their capt:ains, na1nely ,Yeiser. The petition 

does not tell, that this san1e officer was treated to a ride upon 

a rail by the infuriated ma;t,ronis and girls of ,Yeisier's settleinent, 

but it goes on saying, that the A.lbany people tried to arouse the 

Indians against the Palatines, ·who, ho,Ye,~er~ found n1ea.us to 

appease the savages by giving them ,vha.tever they '\Ya.nted fro1n 

their own stor~es. In 1717 the Governor sun1n1oned the Palatines 

o-f Schoharie to appea~ befo;i:e hhn by delegates, to \\7hom he told, 

that their people either n1ust 1nake legal a.g1·eeme-nt.s \\7ith the pa.t·­

entees or remove. ,41\. co1nmission of t,welve 1nen ,v-ere to appraise 

the vaJue of their wo1°ks and hn11ro-ve111eni~. fo-i- w hieh i.1he\· ~ltoulu 
l:' ' • 

receive inoney. " But this not being done the Palatines. to the 

number of about 3,000, ha.Te continued to manure and so,v the 

land, for \\~hlch n1a.nuring tihe A.lbany men have put in prison one 

man and one \\'Oman a.nd ,Yill not, release the1n, unless they give 

security for 300 crow-ns." 

In 1he :fi1·st yea:r aft<.:>r their ;-lrriYal, the Palentines had s1?nt 

out 3()0 111011 to the expedition against Canada ( eaJl(~d (Jnc-Pn 

.. A1u1e\:, vVar). and aft~r,var<ls to the a;=;:.sistanee of ..:-\..Iba11Y. thP11 
. . . 

threatf:ned bv the Fr(\nch aud Indian:--. for ·which ser·Yic·e~ th~Y ha<~ 
~ ' . 
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nevf:r rece'ired a penny~ tho11gh they were on the establishment 

of New Yock. 

"' N°l>W .. , in order that the Palentines may be preserved in said 

land of Sthoharie, "·hich they have purchased of the Indians, or 

that they may be settled on an adjoining tract, they have sent iJhree 
1nen t0 J~ngland to lay their e~u~e before bis l\Iajesty.:,: ~Johann 

"\"\ ... illiau1 Sd1eef supplemented, in N ovemherr." following, the fore­

go'ing petition, in w·hich he differed from his colleague "\Yeiser 

and giYes the interesting statement: "There are a.t present lGO 

families, consisting of about 1,000 souls in Schoharie." 

On presenting their petition, the delegates from Schoharie "~ere 

Yastly astonished, to find the King and his ministers in posses­

sion of all the late transactions at Schoharie. The King, sup­
po~ing the illegal deeds of the people there resulted from bad 

hearts instead of from ignorance, the reaJ. pa.rent of all the diffi­

culties~ did not listen to ·what the delegates had to sa.y for them­

sel Yes and ordered their confinement in pr1.son. "While thus in 

dnr-a.nce vile, ma.ny of their people in Schoharie, convinced that 

they stood in their o,vn light, and that it was too late to procure 

a legal title to their lands free of charge, began to purchase from 

the patentees, ,vho granted them liberal terms. Others removed 

to Stone ...:-\..rabia, the name of ,vhlch is erroneously said to have 

been giYen to the loca.lity through a mistake of an English 

traveler, ·who riding past a field where women wer,e gathering off 

th,~ stones, put some questions in English to them. The ·women~ 

not understanding the language, supposed he asked wha.t they 

·were doing, and ans-w~ered: Stone raff en (We gather stones). The 

na1ne of Stone .A.rabia ,va~, ho\\~ever, transferred by the Dutch 

of .A..lbany, from an island near that city, which the earn.est &et­

tlers had already called so a.bout 1650. ~lost, of the Schoharie 

Pala tines, under the leadership of Conrad V{eiser, made their way 

to the Susquehannah ir-iver, built their ca.noes and fl.at-boats and 

then floated do"·n thP 1·iyer to s"~atara and Tulpehoc~en, in Penn­

f--yl ,·ania.. ,YhPre they 1nade their permanent homes. Weiser 

hec-an1e a disfing·ni-:--hed and useful citizen of the Quaker Co1nmon-,. 

,vealth. and died at ~,,·ata,ra, rJuly 13, 1760. 
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I have already told you, that in NovembeT 1714. 10,000 acres 

of Schoha,rie land ·were granted to Robert Livingston, 

junior~ and four partners. One of the original g1~a.ntees, Hem·y 

"\Vilen1an, had n1ade oYer his 1share iof 2,000 a.er-es to Rip va.n Darn, 

George Clairke and Philipp Schuyler, who in 1722 proposed to 

the other four original grantees to have the patent divided into 

:6ourteen equal shares~ J an1es Livingston to be the _surveyor and 

Schoharie men the chainbearers. ...'\. letter, ,vritten a year later 

by ~Ir. I,sa.ac Bobbin, deput;,- :secreta.ry of rthe province, to George 

Cl-a.1·ke, tells us, tha:t though the sur-ve:_ving- part and tlhe d1stribu­

tion of the shares caused no unplea,sant 1·en1arks, there were 

things connected "·ith it, ·which did not 111eet the approval of all. 

Bobbin \\-rites: '~ I enclose ~Ir. van Dam's 1nen1or:andum of the 

account relating to the Schoharie patent. Those gentlemen 

haYe been ver.r extravagant, in one article they ·charge twenty­

five pounds ($62.50\ for th·e expense a.nd fatigue of their journey 

from Albany, which article is struck out, as ,vell as some otib.ei-s, 
,vhich lVIr. van Dam looked upon to be exhoTbitant." 

La.nd was consi'dered of little value among the pioneer settlers 

of New York and large tracts of it 1v-ere acquired for speculation 

by men of influence w·ith the Governor and council, who evaded 

the la-,v· by a:sisociating 1v-ith themiselve.s: such persons, ajs would 

allow their names to be used in tlhe petition for a gra:nt. Before 

the French and Indian \\Tar, ,vhich ended "ri'th the overthrow of 

French dominion ,on this continent, 2,000 acres \\rere the allo~-ance 

for each name, after the war, 1v~hen the dis:ba;nded soldiers were 

to be rewarded bv bounties in land. this -alfrnv2.ncc 1\ ... a.s reduced . . 

to 1,000. I 1sha11 tell you only of ·one of the patents, granted 

under tb.e 2,000 acres rule. It waiS granted November 18, 1737, 

to William COITV and tw·elve a,s:socia:tes and covered a. tract of .. 
25,400 acres, south of the 2\'Ioha,vk and ·west of --the Schoharie 

river, the India.n name of which is stated as Tienonderoga. Part 

of this tract is no--w in l\.fontgomery county. Its -eaistern bound­

ary irs given a,s beginning at a. tree, n1a.rked ,and pa.i:r~.ted by the 

India.us, st.anding· near the footpath f1·01n Fort Hunter to 

Schoharie. .:\nother line i:s described as " fro-111 a. ,wagon rut in 
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the road to a go~seberry bush," and I will defy the most skillful 

surveyoT to find that wagon rut or the gooseberry bush now, about 

160 y,e-ar~s after thls patent. vv ... illram Corry, who, though twelve 

other na1nes appear in the patent, was t:he !sole owner of the land, 

1·elea1sed one undivided half of the tract to George Clarke, the 

Lieutenant-Governor· of the Province. T"'~enty years later the 

t,vo partner1s tihough t of di ,iding their interests and Corry tells 

his ,voes experienc-ed as the proprietor of ,such a.n extent of uncul­
tivated lands, ,vhicih he had t:d.eid to s-etttle, in some letters to his 

friend, t:he Honouraible J oisieph ::\I ur.ray, a member of his: ~fa.jesty's 

Council for the Province of N e1v York: "I have greatly suffered 

by a settlement made on the pa.tent in 1739 (according to the map 

of rthe patent this 1setrtle1nent "'"as in l\f ontgomery county). I sent 

hvo per.sons o,,~er to Ireland t-0 bring 1settlers. '!'hey brought me ten 

families, 1vhose passage I paid. I bought for them iron tools, 

pot~, kettles, etc., and borro:·wed foT their use £800 ($2,000), my 

··wife advanced tihe1n £60 ($150) in 17 41,. to buy cat!tle, :as theirs 

had died in the ha,rd ,vinter of 17 40. In all it cosit me 

£1,736 ($4,340). In the fall of 17 44J "~hen the war :with 

Canada began to gro"y hot, ihe greatest part. of our settlement 

broke up and in 1745 the whole ,vas evacnatetl. .A.bout one year 

and a half ago, that is in 1754, I s2t.tleu on<~ fa1nily u1)0n rhe 

very line next to Canajoharie, that being thP plaee he chose. 

I let hlm have 200 acres for tw•~nb, vea7s frl~e and <1fter that to . ., 

pay thirty pounds ($75) for 100 :1c1\:!s .in f,~~ tn 111ake a bPgin­

ni.ng of a settlem~nt (according to the befor-~-m<'niioned niap, this 
seems to haYe been in Schoha-rie count,v). ~ince that four 

families more upon very e~sy t~rrns settled near him. This 

"~ar b, .s driven them off a.gain, ex~ep-i: onf~ or 1,vo: ho-w long 

they 1nay stay I can't tell. The 3.rst settle1aent ,.,,as an unspeak 

able loss to me and to •this d!a.v I an1 n1uch invo1v-ed bv it. I . ~ 

broug11t it to that perfection th~tt !~very rua.u. conl(i help hilns>?.lf 

before the . country in general ~~roke ,;p. ..:\.fter 1 b.~~ settlernent 

""as broken up, the Indians or white peo-µL~ hnrned CY<:~ry ht u~e 
a1:.<l barn to th~ ground, and rt renw.in'; ·without an juh;tbitant 

to this day of 1756." In the di vision, which did not take place 
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"ithout consitl-:rable haggling bet\V•-~en thi.! t\v,'.:> p;i:rtners~ G1rry 

seJt-cted th~ p~:1-t of the patf:n: on ,vhich he hao. established 

his second s,ettJt·rnent; that is, ~chnhal'ic land. .After tbe c-]0~e 

of the .b..,ren,·:"n ,Yar in 1763, the :'ush for· lands il1 Schoha1·ie ·w:1~ 

gre:it. Johannes La;w·yer and thirty-six associates were ~pven 

36,600 acres, no,v in the to-wnships of ~'\Jiddlebui-~~11 and Sehohari.'; 

John vVetherhead and thirty-nine orhe-;·s receiYE'l1 40,000 ar1·es 

in Blenheim; John irorin Scott and seventy-seven others 42,rioo 
acres in Broome and ~fiddlebu~·gh., the rt~mainin~ 33/,00 acr-es, 

to n1ake up the allo,vance of 1,000 aer-~s pPr narrte ,vere loeated 

in Greene county. Stephen Skinn,~r :tnd thirty-nine others had 

40,000 acres in Sunrmit, Sharon and Cobleski.11. X ea r-1 v one-half ., 
of the county, ,vhich is said to covf~: .. :{75,00tJ acres, ,va8 grt1nted 

a.w·ay in such large tracts. 

The eagerness with which the ,vhite intruder upon aboriginal 

property came into the Schoharie region, ( ,pene<l the eyes of the 

Indians concerning th~ value of t.hPir land. "1Ioha,·wk Indians, 

Ii ving at Schoharie, had sold some pastur•~ land to Johannes 

La":-yer in the spring of 1754, but the purehasBr~s surveyor had 

gh·en in the return of his survey a 1arger nun1ber of acres than 

,vere sold, and the patent ·was ;-rantefl accordingly. vvnen the 

Indians discovered how they had been ,,,·errea.ched, they com­

plained to Governor Hardy at New York, an,] as then p<)litics 

required, to keep on good terms with the Five Nation~, ,vho ·were 

valued allies against the French, the 1natt(2r was so adjusted to 

the satisfaction of all, that thirteen years later, in 1767, the 

Schoharie In<lians tell the foilo·win~ s~ory t J Sir vvi1lian1. '!Johnson, 

the celebrateJ Inrl1an Commis.si ,net: '",,ve are corne, they srry·, to 

acquaint you ,-vith an extra~rdinary affair. It is concerning ihe 

land ":-e sold, Vr'hPn the Governor w·as at yonr- hn•l~e last f:111 

for the use of Hannes Lawver and friend 3, from \\: h.0111 , ..... t~ then 
~ . 

received the full co;nsideration agreed upon, but now we under-
stand that Lawyer and his friends are to have but one-half of it. 

To u~ such doing appear strange, and we believe, you ".,.ould think 

hard of us, "-ere w·e to act so. ,·Ye can not-, therefore, in justice to 

these people, ,vho have been long about that t,ract and at a good 
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deal of expense besides the pnrC'hase monE\,, allow the land to be 
suITeyed for people, with whom ·we are not acquainted~ neither did 

\\'.'"e hear of the least intention they had in purchasing these lands. 

and if they ha.d applied ,ve could not think of letting them or any 
other set of people have the land, ,vhich ,ve had so long ago prom­

ised to La.\\7-Ver and his friends. as vou ma v ren1ember." Sir .., ~ ~ ~ 

\Villiam Johnson pron1ised to lay the matter before the Governor~ 

by "-hom it \\·as settled. 
The county of .. Alba.ny, to ·which Schoharie then belonged, as well 

aJs the other nine o;riginal eo11nties of the Province of N e-w York, 
\\·ere divided into precincts, corresponding to some extent to our 
present to\\·nffilips. Schoharie ,vas ma.de a precinct in 1720, and 

reached from the \\·e.stern line of Renss,elaer l\Ianor as far ·west as 

there ,vere vthite settlen1ents. The ruling po"rers of -such pre­

cincts \\·ere called commissioners, and- to the commissioners of 
Schoharie precinct, Peter ·vroo1nan, John Lawyer and William 

York, the ~'\_ct of ~i\.ssembly "for laying out and clearing public 

high,vays in the precinct of Schoharie," passed July 24, 1724, 

ent111sted the "·ork. They "'"ere directed to make already opened 
roads pas.sable, but could not open ne"~ roads, nor alter -any "that 

iis oonnnodious." vVhen-e--ver- they had occasion to call upon a 

far111er "¥ith his tean1~ eart or- plough, one day's ,vork of such a 

farmer "·as to be esrteen1ed equal to three days' ·work of a single 
man. rI'he goyernment of X ew York had by this thne dh:.covere-d 

that~ to counteract French influence a1nong the Far Western 

Indhms, and to control the fur trade "·ith them, military posts on 
the (+rent Lakes \\7ere UJbsolutelv necessarY. and had estahlished 

~ «.: ~ 

such settlen1ents ,at Irondeq~at and Oswego. ...-\_s it n1i~·1.J.t become 
necessary to· go to these posts in ";inter: ,vhen the )I-oha.\\·k river 

and Otsego Lake 'are hnpassable for boats~ the roads had to be 

kept open, and this ,va.s pro-\ided by a la\\r, pa.ssed N0Ye1nber 11~ 

1726~ -~ for breaking up the road in the winter tilne fro1n Schoharie 

to a place called the \" erbergh." The justices of the peace of 

Skohere Precinct, Jan Joo.st PetrL Hans Jurie Ca.ss and ... !\.dam 

l\fichell Sn1ith~ \\'"ere authorized to order such a nun1be-r of persons 

with sleighs and hor·ses, as they thought sufficient, to break up the 
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road, when snow happened to fall in winter. Any person, properly 

s11mmoned for this service by the constable, but neglected o;r refused 

to come, wa.s liable to a fine of nine shillings ($1.12) for every day. 

The Coloni·cl Legislature was only once more to pass a law 

specially applicable to Schoharie. This was the act of June 10, 
1760, "foi" altering the tin1e of the annual meeting of the inhabi­

tant,s of Schoharie.'' It said: 

"\Vhereas, It is inconvenient for the inhabitants of Schoharie to 

hold their annual meeting on the first Tuesday in ... !\pril, by reason 

of the roads being at that season of the·year very deep and scarce 

passable, Be it enacited, that it shall be la'1"iul to and for the 

said inhabitants, after the pu'blica.tion of this a.ct, to hold their 

annual 1neetings on the first Tuesday in ~fay. 

'l"he public officers of colonial titne$ ,\·ere not C'lected by the 

people, a~ to-day, but owed their appoinnnent to the inl1,1euee 
"~hich thev themselves or their friends l1<1d ,vith the O-o~:<.1rnor 

Cl 

and council in New 1'.~ ork. The f ollo-\ving letter, dated Schoharie, 

Xovember 20, 1774, and written by .Taeob Bternberger and Jchn 

Lawyer to the Honorable J·aines Duane, 1ne1n ber of the eountil, 

tells how the thing ,vas done; "Ever sinc:e .Alexander Can1pbe1l 

has been in this place it has been filled v\·ith broils and qua:rre1s. 

If an action is tried befo1·e another jm-:;tiee he takes the 1,ains 

to persuade people that justice js not done- to them_! ,vhich ton­

tinually breeds disturbances and law suits; as for· being a 1nan 

of truth and inte~n·itv. he is far from it. \Ve desire. if anv altvra-
L,; -.,., ~ ~ 

tion can be ma.de, that )Ir. CampbelFs , 01n1nission be taken 

a,vay and perhaps conferred on )fr. Pet-?r- Becker. ()nc of ttTiI' 

commissioners has moved out of the countv. We think Peter- Zelie . ., 

senior, is the n1ost :fitten to occupy his place." The Revolution 

prevented Governor Tryon from acting upon the foregon1g ~,q:.:-­
gestions. 

The great Englishman, Pitt, Lord Chafham, had said: "The 

forefa th eris of the .. Americans did not leave their native country 

and subject then1selves to every danger and distress to be reduced 
to a state of slavery; they did not gh-e up 11tei:· rights; they 

looked for protection and not for chains fr01n their mother 
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country; by her they expected to be def endei in the posse~sion 

of their property and not to be deprived of it.·· ~otwithstan<l-

ing this eloquent appeal in behalf of the great .i_r-yan prj1ieipJe, 

·• Xo ta-""\:ation ,vithout r·epresentation," and against. unjust tax:l­

tion: the Stan1p .-\.et and other Ia,vs obnoxious to rhe ...-\1n1.~ricnn 

Colonies, ,Yere passed by the B1·itish Parliau1ent. A.lexander 

~IcDougal had mo-Yed at a numerous meeting of the inhabHants 

of Xe,Y York eity: ,.: Tha~ any attack or atten1pt to ~tt::idge 

the liberties or invade rthe constitution of anv of QUr sister ., 

colonies~ is in1n1ediately an attack upon the liberties and con­

stitution of all the other British colonies/' Royal troops had 

attacked the militia at Concord and Lexington, a.nd the tot1nr1siy 

"·a.s soon in arms, and in pursuaLce of i.he just.-qnoted 

resolution of ::\IcDougal, adopted in- ~ew York, the militicl ·of 

this colony ,vas called for. The coloni-sts along the seabo,ard 

had to bear the first brunt of the great ,va.r nO'-Y folloYdng-. 

~ehoharie and other interior districts ren1aining- only spectators. 

FuJly ~MYare of the i111portanf'.e of the st.ep taken by their ?nore 

e~1~te111 and southern friends, the ir1habita11:ts of these inland di~­

tt.-ict~ org·anized C"onnnitte~ of Yig-Hanee, ·whose duty it "\\·as to 

garher inform:ltion relatiYe to tbt-: _gneat storm~ prepare for· the 

d0fence of th0 frontiers and 1 o keep the Indian_;:. in the nr-ig-hboT­

hood nentr-a1. lJy ordf•r of the Pro-:in.cial Congress, the n1en nt 

H<·hob[n·ie. :tble to bPnr arn1s, w~::;·e enr·olled as 111ilitia 1nen and 

fo1·-n1erl into the Fifh·e1ith .;\_l1ia1rr County R~~-'in1r-11t of thr2P c-0111-
~ . "'-' 

lii:t,lit<~~ to couiplett' ·which, UH~n of the neighboring dist-rict of 

J)u.111(·~.bnrµ;h. Schenectarly eonnt,. ,-rere a.d.dt>{]. and later- in tlu.~ 
... t. ... , • 

,,·a I'. a. fonrth c-on1p~!ny "·as raised in Coble~kilJ~ under C3ptain 

( 'hrisi"ian Bro,Yn. :tnd L'i~nt0-n~nt ~Jacob Bm·st. 

1dze 111n11y fan1i1iar n~1.n1~ a111011g the -officer~ of this reghu-en.t, 

and l ~riY-e You. therefor~. th~ rost€r fo,r t,he Year 177S. tJ1e onlv 
._ .. # ; "' ~- "' C) 

one 110,Y in e-xistencP. ..A .. ecord.ing t-0 this 1·etord Pet~r ·vroo1uan 

,Yas Colonel, Pete1· ,v. Ziele, Lieute11ant-Colonel~ Tho111a:_;.; Ec-l,e1·­

sen, Jr., and Jost Becker, ~Iajoi1.1s, La,vrence Schoolcraft, .A ... dju­

tant, Peter Ban~ Qnarterrnaster, G c-:}rgc ~Iaun~ J a<..:ob Hager, and 

George RichtmeJer -n·ere the Captains of thl'ee companies~ ,Yith 

3 
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Glu·istian Stufln"ag~ John Dominick, ::\Iartinus Yan Slyck, Johan­

ne~ \V. Bouc-k, J oha,11nes I. La\\)·er· and 3Iar-tin.us ,,~. Ziele, as 

Lieute·nants. The pa.y-1·olls of the State sho\\·, that the Sl'.hoha.1·ie 

~-on1panies ,Yere in pay. that is engaged in actiYe duty, from July 

1778. to .. April, 1781, but do not ~ay ,,·hc1·e, and ,Yhat. duty they 

perfo1·111ed. }"'or this infonuat.ion \Ye 1unst look to the re1ninis­

cenees of indi Yiduals. Peter S"·a1·t, "·ho represen.ted the county 

in the -\.sseutlJly and Senate of the State. and in the House of 

l{ep1·esentati ,·c,s at ,,~ashingt-011, and ,Yas the fil·st judge of the 

('PHU ty, tells his expe1·ience, as follo,Ys: ·· I "·as eni-olled in the 

111HHia at, 1 f; year~ of age ~ rhis ,,·as the la."\\·ful age for enrolling 

a,t that, pei-iodJ: ~p1·Yed as a p1·iYate for six ntonth.~. was then 

p1·0111otetl to Ccn·1Jo1·al a,nd a yea1· la te1· 8erge:a,nt.. In 1778 I 

bt·ean1e Ensign. I \Ya:S one of the first to s'ign the conqxt<·t a.nd 

as.-:;o<:iation. l turned out to Stone ~\..rabia. h1 177G. to (·heck the 

p1·ogi-e~s of the tori es; in the fall of the :-:niau~ yea:r \Ye 1n<n·ehed 

to • \.lba.ny~ d1euc:e to Fo1·t Ed,va,i-d and to Jolu1~t1ow11 fo1· the 
' 

.~,~llH1 pln·1wse-. In the· Rpring--of 1777 \Ye "·e1·e 0Yde1·ed to Ha11>e1·s-

fic,Id~ tlu~12re to the I>·e-la.,,·are~ to take lll) <li~.ntiected people. .AJter 

a rest of 1l11·ee da,Ys a.t honH\ I ,Yent do,Yn the 1-Ii._ .. lleben . .?.·hs to 
~ , ~ 

t.akf toa·ie~; \Ye captnr, .. d ahunt t,venty-fiye of them anu lodged 

1ltt--1n. in the jail at ..:\Jbany. In ..:l.ngu~t~ 1777~ I was cne of the 

thirr.y-t,\,·o~ ,rho n1ade a stand to oppose }I cDonald and his pa1·ty. 

Jfy ne-ighhD1·~ Eplu·'iinn ,;1·oon1an i.who later· 0eea.1ne Iiente1uu1t­

f"o1onel of the- n·g-i111ent and a~. ~uch ,Ya~~ (·aptu1·pd by the enemy) 
·1nil T y,•,,.i-o .;:0.11 + +,, ·" lh ......... ,. ~---~- .,.:,.l. --~, , ____ ....• ,. \\" ··t111 ~x1..o.1•t· c .. _. - •,, '-~~ ....,~~-· "' ~ ......... , .... .u..\_.J..\.Jl ,t.1:u, 'l..>ll VUl \\<.. e C< e lllll:~ ./'\..,\., ,-

edly up~>n. a pariy of 1·-nyali~r~~ but ·we 111a,1i.agc•t~ to p~.:..·apP.~· 

..:\..s. the people of the country are no,,- diYided on quesrtions of 

politic-~, s·o they "\Y(~re ihen~ and a nu1nbPr of Sehoharie people not 
<:'nl.,- l'l1n1rtined t11e fr:ien!ls of the Dritish <:1-0,Yn~ hut al~o took up 

a1ws to fig-ht th~ir libc1·ty-l0Ying nPighbors. Judge S,vart tells us 

"~ho t11ey ,,.-ei-e. "Did 110,t ~f<·1)onald and his party;: he says, 

"co1ne d<Yffn as far as n1.v- house-~ eneamp thei-e till next day and 

de~t1·oy e,·erythh!.g ? I had left hon1e. The s1an1c daY tlH ... Y "·ere 
•1 •✓ 

<1Pft~,,10,~l f11•tl iJ1t-o 1l1e \\·oodR and ,Yf•nt off to Canada; al)()nt. t,Yent:v­
six fron1 Briaka been ·went \\·irth -them. \\llat- \VOttld ha ,·e been the 
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result if our small party had made no resistance and had tamely 

submitted ? ~1cDonald would have marched through Schoharie 

and in 1all probability have reached Albany. ""What -w:as the con­

sequence as far as he came down ? Was not the farm of .. A.dam 

Crysler confiscated ? .A.Iso the farm of .... i\.dam Bouck and brothers, 

of Frederick Bouck, of Bastian Becker, of John Brown; of Hen­

drick l\iattice, of Nicholas l\farbtice and a number more, who had 

joined ~icDonald and :fi.r~ed on om· men ?" 

This ?IcDonald, by birth a Scotchman, was a noted tory leader, 

who had settled on Charlotte river. ....i\.t the breaking out of the 

,var he had gathered about him several hundred royalists and 

Indians, ,vith whom he intended making his ·way through the 

Schoharie settlements, to join the forces under Sir Henry Clinton 

and General Burgoyne. Colonel St. Leger, another British officer, 

,vas appro3;ching the l\fohawk valley, also bound in the direction of 

.. Albany. The troops whlch Schoharie could furnish 1vere too weak 

to resist these enemies, ,and the men of this district were on the 

point of su.b1nission, a:s a letiter of General Schuyler to th.e .. Albany 

·eommi ttee of Safety tells. He says: '· The district o.f Schoharie 

ha:s pointedly intimated that unless continental troops are sent 

there they will submit to- the enemy." The situation in Schoharie 

"\v"'as undoubtedly a bad one. X o foTts had been erected in the set­

tlements, to giYe shelter to the defenseless ··women and children; 

for ,v3nt of union :in their councils, confusion reigned a1nong the 

most courageous. The consequence ··was that a large part of the 

militia refused. to mar-ch, ,vhen ordered out, until some provision 

was m 1ade foT the prortec-tio~ of their own families against the com­

mon enemy. 

Captain George l\Iann, of the Schoha,rie militia, declared himself 

a friend of I{ing Geoirge, and collect~g a number of other tories 

and Indians, he threatened destruction to all, ,vho ·would not lay 
do:wn their arms or accept protection from their enemies. This 

dispirited the patriotic inhabitants still more, and many left the 

country for safer quarters. ....~ appeal for help "'~as sent to 

Governor George Clinton, in ,vhich it ,vas pointed out, tb.Jat the 
frontiers of ulster and .. Albany counties became thus exposed to a 
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hostile invasion and ·that if such proceedings a:s 1Iann's a.nd his 

con1panions ,Yer·e not checked, the flame 111ight possibly extend 

futther. ...A .. s -a r·erned.r it \Yas suggested, to ·send a pa.rty under an 

aetiYe and intelligent officer by ·way of ,v ... oodstock or Catskill, 

,viho should fall upon the enen1.r, arouse the spirits of the men 

fr·iendly to the .. A .. lller·ican ca use a.nd gi Ye the Indians such an 

in1pres1sion 0if the actiYity of the .A ... mericans, as ·would render 

the111 cautious in their .adherence to England. Colonel Par~vling 

of an l]ster county 1·egiment ,Yas ordered by Go.Yer-nor Clinton 

to destr·oy :\Iann and his party by a sudden exertion. Before 

this order· could be ca1-ried out~ Colon~l John H,ar-per, ,vho ",·as 

specially cha.rged "~ith the duty of protecting Schoharie, had 

started for ~.\.lbany ot11 hor·sebaek ·to procure. aid and there a .sn1all 

body of cavalry "yas detailed for duty in Schoharie. On arriving 

near the place of Judge S,vart, t"~o 1niles fro1n a, taYern at the 

forks o.f the road, later o,Yned by Co1·nelius .. \'room-an, it ·was a;scer­

tained that the enen1y ·was on the r·etre-at up the valley. They 

,ver·e overtaken by a r·apid 1noven1ent ,and a fe":- shots ,vere 

exchanged, then the cavalry by an in1petuous charge 1st.ruck the 
Indians aud the tories "-ith such a panic, that they broke fr<;>m 

theil' position on the la,Yn befffre the l;loruse, then belonging to 

... .:\.dam. Crysler, and fled up the river. The unevenness of the 

g1·ound, unfa.vorable for eaYalr-,r, and the darkness coming on pre-
• 

Yented a pu1·suit. David ,,i"irt~ a. lieutenant of the detachment of 

casalry, \Yas killed, the first n11an that fell in Schoiharie in defence 

of the pd.neiples of frPe g-ovPrnn1ent. R-0se. a pri\-,ate of the ~,1m~ 

connnand. died of his ,Yonnds three da~ys after· the engage1nent. 

Captain )Jann~ seeing that his efforts to keep the Schoiha,rie 

valley in ·the interest of the I{ing~ :w-Pi-e proving futile, ·was allo-wed 

to su1·1·endei- hilnself, ·when he ,va-s transferred to .... 4Jbany for trial. 
O·wing to the grea..t inflnenee and respect-ability of his whlg rela­

tives and neighbors )Iann\, ti·ial did not take place until after 

the clc1se of the "-a.r, "·hen a libe1·al policy having been adopted 

to,va,rds those "·ho had con1n1itted no Yery flag1"'ant act, he ·was 

set at liberty and retur·ned to his fa1nil;y and the quiet possession 

of his property. 
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This raid by tories into the SchQharie region showed, how 

nel'.e-ssarv it ,vas to have forts. Three of the1n ,vere no,v devised ._, 

for the Ya1ley, of ,vltich the central one, kno,vn during the War 
of the IIevolution, as the )Iiddle Fort ,vas the first one built. It 

,Yas erected in the fall of 1777, about half a mile northeast of 

Jliddleburgh b1·idge. The l,~pper Fort, fi.ye n1iles south,vest of 

the first, "~a:s co111n1enced in the same autun1n, but not completed 

until the follo,ving -~u1u1uer. The Lor~ver };'ort, situated six miles 

north of the ~liddle Fort ,vas begun and completed about the 

sa1ue thne as the upper. The stone church still standing one 

n1ile north of the cornrt-house, "~hich no,v contains the archives 

of the Schoharie County Historical Societv ";a.s enclosed within 
~ ~ 

the ph:kets or · pallisade.s: of this fort. Citizens and so~diers 

eontributed ,to the erection of these sitrongholds, the citizens 

dra,ving togethe1· the tin1ber 1·equired and the soldiers putting it 
in place. 

The next year ,Yitnessed another engagement. This time it 
,vas the nev,· Cobleskill Co1npany under Ca1-,tain Brown, sup­

ported by a small detail from ~Iiddleburgh, ·which had to do 
1the fighting, ,vhile the enemy -n·ere Indians under Joseph Brant, 

The lo~ses on both s:des "·ere nearlv . 
equal; that is, about t,\·enty-fiye of each party. This battle of 

Cobleskill~ fought on the 2d of June, 1778, ,\·a-s connnen1oi-ated 

by the patriotic citizens of the place on .July 4, 1837, ,vh1~n 

they asse1nbled on the knoll, "·here the hou3e of Geo1·ge ,,ral·ner, 

one of the soldiers on the .!-\.1nc:-1·i,-~n $ide, bad steed rrnd Yr .. <iS 

burned. The Schoharie vallev had to bear its share of the ., 

·war and bore it no bl-r. To tell You of all the incidents ·would ., .., 

probably require the "~hole night. I shall, t!1erefore, n1ention 

only the na1ues of persons and places such as: The C~tp1.hity of 

"'\'Yillia1u Hvnds and familr. of Ne,v Dorlact1. in Canada; the 
~ ~I ,; • ,I • 

irn·asion of \;--1·001nan~s land by Brant and hi~ Indians; the bu-rn­

ing of )Iiddlcburgh Church; the capture of ~lajor \Voolsey and 

his connnand by Colonel v ... 1·ooman; the seige of thE- ::\liddle Fort; 

the attack on the Lo,ver Fort; the battle of ~~l1.c:1rou; the inntsiou 

of Foxes Creek; a new invasion of Cobleskill, and end ,vhat I 
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haYe to say of the connection of Schoha1·ie ,Yith the great ,ya1·, 

that ·we should never fo1·get the irredeemable d~bt~ "\\'hi~·h ·we 

o,Ye to the men, ,vho helped by their blood and their pro1,e1ty 

to establish our gloi-ious country, the ·cnited ~tates of _-\.me1·ica. 

1Vhen peace \Yas 1·e~to1·l~d in 178:3, and hn\· 1·uled ag~d.11 in 

place of the s,vo1·d, the legish1th·e body pf 1h:.~ ~~tate of Ne,v 

York decided to 01·ganize hy act of .. \..pf.'il 7. 17!)3: th,~ hJilnty 

of St:hoharie: di \·iuing it into the ~ix Lo\,·11s ilf Sehoh:n·ie, ~~ :ddle­

bu1·gh: Blenhehu, Bi-istol (How Broon1t~.t: Cobl('~kill aud ~haron, 

,vhich have been snbuiYideu. so that }'JU h;1 ,:e 110\Y sixtu.111 ltnrn-

then no oth(•r guns ha Ye been hea1·d in l~1e ~eho1un·ie valh,y 1h;.t11 

those fi1·ecl by spo1-tsmen en· in t:el(:ln·a-: ~t>n ot so1Ht" ]>Hl;He ("\·en r. 

'Iht.~ only fight, ·which you ,Yitnt•s~ y.__,,u·ly. b ~hi! 1ight of rhe 

ballot, Ol'tasionally 111ade liYely by a i°<•\Y ii:sts. lint ihe spirit 

\\·hid1 anilna ted you1· antestoi-s in 1-77(,, has eYidc·ntly :ioi died 

out, for du1·ing the late uet,Yeen the :Xn1·rh nud thi: ~outh. ~eho­

barie ga Ye her sons to the thii-d and th1: six:tel~nth i-e;.;·inh~nts nf 

C~i Yalry, the fonne1· eo11111u1n<led by the g:l Hant lioosic ~Iix~ \\ h0 

~c-aled his deYotion to the ·cnion ,Yith his life's blooil; to the 

1hirl_y-fou1·th and one hnndi-eu and t-l1il·ty-sixd1 1·,!ghnt__~nr.~ nf 

ildantry and to the third and fouth reghuents of artillery. 
Th Ph· battle :tiag~ lH·:11· the na111t•·~ of 111a11y h,n·tl-foug:ht con H-',~n~, 

-,/:iJ·g-inia, Te11ncs~{•t-\ (}eo1·gia and the1 Ca1·ioli11a~ 1·{_..~~)nnded to 

The peo1lle 1sho fir~t settled in the Schnha1·'ie Yalh_.y and c-ul­

tiYated her fail· at·i·Ps. \Yete. as I haYe ah·eadY told Yon. Get111an 
/ •.1 • , 

Pnlantines and Dutc-h >--<:>-\Y Yo1·ke1·s: all Yety 1·L,Iigious people~ but 

differing in theh· nutunei- of ,vo1·~bip. the fol"i11e1· lwing u1o~tl/ 

foHo,Yers of }Ia.1-tin Luther, the latte1· of Cal,·in. By the tiine 

they ea1ue into Schoharie, the Cah·iuh.:ts ha<l hel"ll <·<.n11pi:-'lk:l.d to 

allo,Y the Luthe1·a.ns pe-1·fect freedo1n of "·oi-~hip~ and it i~ 111o~t. 

likeh~. that the first relig:ious ~t-'TYi<.·(_. in ~~ho11.11·ie. \Ya,~ h( .. ld l>Y •- . (,__ . . 
a, Lntheran n1inister, the l{e,·e1·end J o.--3hua K_od1e1·thaL who~ aft,c1· 

an exploring voyage to ..:une1·ica \Yith the U0Ye1·no1·, Lord LoYe-
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lace, in 1707 to 1708, came ag-ain ,vith Governor Hunter in 1710. 

)f agister Koch~rthal could only occa.sionally come to this Luth­

eran parish 'in the Schoharie valley, as he had also to attend 

to the spiritual wants of the Palatines at Ea.st and "\Vest Camp 

on the HudS-On. This mav have been the reason ,vhv so man.v 
C. ~ If• 

of these German L·utherans joined the Dutch R-eformed Church, 

that is. beea.me follo1'rers of Cal,in. Not,vithsta-nding these 

sec~sions, the Lutheran congregation gained strength and ,vea.Ith, 
so that in 17 42 they felt able to call a resident pastor. It was 

extended to Reverend Peter Nicholas Sommer, a native of Ham.­

burgh, in Germany, \\Tho arrived on the field of his labors on the 

25th of l\Ia:r, 17 43, and preached his introductory sermon on the 

thirtieth of the same month. Soon after this date the vestry, 

consisting of .il.braham Berg and ~lichael Fr:ymaner~ as elders, 

Henry Scha,eff er and Peter L0\\7ensteen, as deac-0ns, decided to 
' 

erect a parsonage, "·hich was to serve at first also a.s a church. 

The building was completed in the first \\7eek of September, and 
on the nvelfth of tha.t month, public \\70rshlp ,vas held in it. 
This continued until 1750, ,vhen prepartions were comm.eneed 
for erecting a church, "'~hich could be consecrated and dedi­

cat-ed on vVhitsuntide, ~1ay 6, 1751. In December, 1758, Rev. 
)Ir. Sommer could preach his first sermon at Cobleskill. Ten years 

later he became blind, but he continued to serve his congregation 

until 1789, when old a.ge obliged him to retire from the mjn1stry. 
He then went to live with relatives at Sharon, where he died in 

1795. 
The first Dutch Reformed domine, who taught the gospel in this 

re~ion, ,vas I-Tendrick Hagar, ",.ho, like hls Lutheran colleague, 

had to con1e from T\T est Can1p to perform his duties here in 171 l. 
The ·Cahin'ists built their first house of ,vorship of ,Yood) several 

rods northeast of the old stone church. vVhen this latter was 
erected in 1772, the ,Yooden structure was pnlled down; bnt they 
had no settled -pastor here until 1736. Ehle, E1·ikzon a.nd vVeiss 

had come, so to say, as missionaries to preach, baptize a,nd marry. 
Weiss was a native of the Palatinate, who had come to Philadel­

phia "'Nith about JOO e1nigrants in 1727, and who, after a visit to 
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Europe for the purpose of raising money for his church in Penn­

sylvania~ settled in X e1\;,4 Y 01·k Colony, -working in Dutchess 

countv UJ1d in the Schoharie Yalle,. The first settled don1ine was 
~ V 

Johannes Schuyler~ "~ho can1e in 17:36. being also one of the fe"'y 

ministers of his deno1nination, · ordained for his ,vo;rk in A .. n1e1·ica. 

Until 1755: candidates for the n1irristr·y hnd to go to Holland to be 

ordained b, the Classis of ~:.\n1sterdau1. Sehu,ler ,Yas ordained at 
~ ~ 

N e,v York by special permission of the .. Amsterdam Classis. The 

Consistor-y of Schoiha.rie "·rote a.fter his installation, the follo,ving 

let.te1~ to ~:.\ u1sterdam: '' Reverend Gentlemen and respected broth­

ers in Christ. .A1thoni!h Yo1n· letter of October 1. lTif>, did not "~ ~, . 

reach us until 3Iarch 2~ 1738, its contents gladdened our hearts, 

as you have so kindly granted our request, for which we thank you 

most gratefully, forr oth.er,vise ,ve could not have found means to 

provide our congregation with a regular preacher and teacher. 

vVe hope and pray, that the services of our minister may so be 

blessed by HeaYen, that 1ve may gladly give to you report of the 

good results tihereof.'' This letter of which the original is in the 

possession of the General Synod of the Reformed Church, is signed 

by J ob.n Schuyler: minister at Schoharie, J ona:s La,1To1va and 

Johan Piete~ Phi es. elder-s. Rev. ~fr. Schuvler left Schoharie 
J • ~· 

in 17·55 to go to Hackensack in New Jersey, but he returned to 

Schoharie in 1766 a.nd died here in 1779 . 

... !\. blank call for a minister to t,ake charge of the Dutch church 

in Schoharie gi ,es us an idea of how tih.e congregation expected 

iie was to receive for everv 
•· 

person baptized a fee of one shilling, or twelve and a half cents, 

for every couple married, a fee of eight shillings; his salary, not 

stated, was to be pa.id half in cash, half in wheat; his :firewood 

was to be furnished free of charge at iJhe parsonage and he was to 

have four Sundays in the year to hLmself. 

The }fethomst Episcopal, the Baptist and the Roman Catholic 

churches did not obtain a footing in the present State of Ne,Y York 

until after the R.evolution, and then they, \Vith the Episcopal 

church, came into Schoharie. 
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Time will not allow me to speak of the industrial features of the 

county. I ts history is full of interest. I have had pleasure 

to-night in adding thls· leaf rto rthe historical wreaths 1vmch have 

been "roven for old Schoharie. I am proud of its history and its 

people, and let me express, in closing, the hope that its, future may~ 

if possible, 'be DHYre glorious than its past, anff that it may shine 

th:.cough all rtime a.s one of the brightest links in the golden chain 

or counties "rhich constitutes the greatest State in our FederaJ 

Union. 
3 




