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~ Fold-time residents of N e,v Rochelle, 
and eager students of local his-
tory, dise<;>ver that many perti
neut facts are omitted from this 
little hook!" they will perhaps ac-

.-- ___ . __ ;· •" cept the author's excuse--that the 
"·ork is intended to be nothing 

n1ore than an en tree, not a banquet. In this 
modern city of f ast-gro,ving population old
time residents are reln.tiv-elv fel\·,. and those ,vho . , 

"·ere so ill-advised as to be 4 'born and raised" 
else,vhere must be led by degrees to full and 
thorough appreciation of their early mistake 
and present good fortune. "f o such of our 
citizens ,ve off er a fairly com preheusive story 
of' ~ p·u.• R ~lu~llo ; ...... c·rno 11 ,..,...m-nc-.- ., .i.,,. .... ~,._ .....,.(' 
-- - ... - • ,. ,.....,._, ........................ .A. ............ .A.. .... ~ '-'A.A...Aifl.\..&.A '-'"V.1.4.1.1"""'•~--.-:>-o. \,,,Q..~\.C V..l. 

its interesting 1i;story. 
Sixty years ago it ,\·as said that "X e,1 

Rochelle at an early period "·as a place of some 
resort.. not only for the acquiren1ent of the _ 
French language, but on account of the hos
pitality and politeness of its inhabitants.';* 

•Bolton's Gu:.:e to Nev.· Ro.:helle. t S42. 

014. Frenc1, Chrircl&. 
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)I ore than t"·o hundred years ago a gifted 
,\·oman recorded her impressions of X e,v Ro
chelle in these appreciative ,,:ords: "On the 
22nd of Dece111ber "·e set out for l\; e"· Ro
chelle!' "·here being come \\·e had good enter
tainn1ent and recruited ourselves verv ,vell . . 
This is a very pretty place, "·ell compact, and 
good, handsome houses, clean, good and passa
ble roads, and situated on a navigable river; 
abundance of land, ,vell fenced and cleared all 
along as ,,·e passed, "lthich caused in nie a love 
of the place tthich I could hare been contented 
to live in.''t 

This early reputation for beauty, thrift and 
hospitality ,\·e believ·e is consistently main
tained bv the modern N e,v Rochelle. and we . , 

may be glad to claim it as our inheritance. 

Hagunrot Ho,ue on the old Lester farm., North A'Pen,u, still standi,rf. 
tMadam Kni1bt'1 Journal, l iOI. 
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Surrounded in \\: estchester (:ount,· bv .. .. 
Dutch and English settlements, ~ e"· Rochelle 
can1e into existence as a dist~nctively l◄.,rench 
Comn1unitY. Its founders "·ere the sons and .., 

grandsons of those de,·oted Huguenots '"·ho in 
1628 stubbornly resisted the attacks of the . 
French army in the beleaguered city of La 
Rochelle until reduced from t"·entv-seven .. 
thousand to five thousand souls. and ,,·ho sur-
rendered in this extremity· only upon pron1ise 
of future liberty to practice their religion un
molested. 

Fifty-three years after this famous siege of 
La Rochelle, ,vhen King Louis XIV caused 
the rcne,val of Huguenot persecutions by the 
~-..... ~ .... .L:,..._ ...... ~ .Ll.... ... V..l!.-L -~ , ... __ L~- ----~- _: .... : 
... c; ~ ~G\i1V.U V.l. U1c; .l...'.AU.l\.:~ V.1 .._" i1U1.te~, lUc:111)' \;1 u-

ZCilS of La Rochelle fled to England. It was 
a body of these refugees "~ho, about 1686, com
missioned Governor Leisler of Xe,\. York to 
purchase a tract of land for them in America. 

The GoYernor bought from John Pe11, 

Sew Rochell• 
,., 
I 
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Esquire, for this purpose, 6,000 acres of land. 
This ,vas part of a tract ,vhich had been pur
chased in 16~0 from the Si,vanoy Indians by 
the Dutch ,,.,. est India Company, transferred 
by this Co1npany to Tho1nas Pell in 16.54 and 
ceded to John Pell in 1669. At the time of the 
Huguenot purchase it ,\·as a part of Pelham 
1\fanor. In aJ<lition to the tract of 6,000 
acres the purchasers recei,·ed as a gift frozn 
iit I .. ord !>ell one hundred acres for lhe church. 

"1.,he sum of sixteen hundred and se,·enty
fi.,·e pounds and t,\·enty-five shillings sterling. 
current silYer n1oney of this pro,·ince ,, ( about 
$8,000.00) and "one fat calf on eYery four
and-t,\·entieth day of .June yearly and e,·ery 
year, f ore,·er if den1anded_, ,\·as the price for 
"·hich Lord Pell~ his heirs and assigns f ore,·er, 
quit clain1 to all of X c,\. Rochelle. As nearly 
as one can judge from records accessible a part 
of the tract ,,-as assigned to each f an1ily for cul
ti,·ation in adv-ance of payment to I .,ord Pell, 
for many later deeds fron1 Pell to indiYidual . 
settlers describe the land transferred as a part 
of the 6,000 acres originally bargained for. 

It is also on record that not onlv Lord Pell ., 

but his heirs "demanded" the fat calf on the 
appointed date for rnany years, and this date 
being the festh"al of St. John the Baptist the 
occasion ,,-as made a day of feasting and 
revelrv . . 

*A P:-o•.;:::.::~! tl:!e. s:~;fy:r.,: r.o: a Peer of Great B:-ira:n, bu~ Lord 
of Pelham Y.ano:-. 
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There is eYidence that farms ,\·ere taken up 
by single families of Huguenots prior to the 
arriYal fron1 England of the n1ain body of 
colonists. ...:\s the exact tin1e of the latter "s 
coming has been the subject of controversy it 
"·ill be enlightening to publish here t"·o letters 
"-ritten some years ago by l{ev-. Dr. Charles ,,r. Baird to )Ir. Henrv- )1. Lester. Dr. 
Baird ,\·as an authority upon the 1-Iug-uenot 
migration and Huguenot settlements in rlmer
ica. ....\ t the time of his death he had in prepa
ration a history of the Ne,v Rochelle ColonY, . . 
and there can be no doubt that his information 
\\·as the result of more exhanstiYe research than 
any other "·riter has e,·er gi,·en to this suh
iect . .. 

R 1'"'£. ~. Y .• 1 ~ X m· .• 18~. 

)fT DEAR Sm: 

)f:· dP1:t~· in TPr1:·ing to your notP of t~ ~('nnd ~".)~em
bet' has been due to the fact that the inquiry it contained 
needed a closer examination than I could give it. I ha\·e now 
gone OYer the e,·idence on the subject.. and -haYe con'\"inc-ed my
self that the Year 168S was the Year of the formation of the 
HnfZUenot q-tflement Qf ~ew R(){'helle. ShQu1d J·Qn wish it .. I 
could gh·e you the leading points of that evidence: but it may 
suffice to say that there is positiYe proof of the existen --e of the 
settlement as early a.., September, 168S. and th:it I find i:.:, 
mPntinn nf it hPt'n..-P thAt rPAl". hnt n.n th,. rnnt?"a.-v ,nnrl, t~ 

ie~d -~c t~ thin_k _ th~t -;-~ -e;;li~~ i~te -i~ ~~t ~f--th;- qu~-~ti:,~. --
Believf" me vours l'err sincere Iv, . . . 

CHARLES ,\ ... BAl1l'J. 

HENllT ~I. L:t.:STF.ll, ESQ.. 
6~8 Broad~·ay, ~ew York. 
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lferr.ori'21 Stone al Hadson Park. 

Vi"111 from Hadson Parle. 

~· ezc Rochelle 
11 



·i,ew RochelZ. 
lf 

Rn, S. Y., li De<~., ISS3. 
llY DEAR .!\Ia. LEsn:a: 

::\Iy principal reliance for the date of the settlement of 
New Rochelle is upon a statement that occurs in a letter of 
Dominic Henrv Seh·ns of X ew York to the Classis of Amster
dam. \\'riting on • the tenth of October, 1688, ht· mentions 
"XoYa Rupella (Xew Rochelle), about five leagues f.:-om here," 
as "built up'' or .. being built up." I have been trying to get 
a copy of the original of Selyns' letter, which is quoted by 
?.Ir. ~1urphy in his Anthology of New Xetherland. From the 
connection of the passage, I presume he meant that X ew 
Rochelle was th<>n h~ing built up. This would giYe the c.utumn 
of 1688 RS the time of the settlement. 

Yours ,·erv tru!\'. 
• c·HA~LL.:> ,,..-. IlAurn. 

HE:sRY )I. L1:sn:n. E:--Q., 
~cw York. 

On the rocky point no\\· called Hudson 
Park, adding dignity and interest to one of the 
most picturesque pleasure-grounds along the 
Sound, stands a n1emorial stone said to mark 
the spot ,,·here the refugees landed. 

l t seems that ahout thirty families com-. 

D.iris House, Cooper's Corners. 
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prised this colony of Huguenots. rl,hey i1n
mediately named the place N e,v Rochelle in 
honor of their native cit}"', and then apparently 
became too much engrossed ,, .. ith serious af
fairs to record the trivial incidents of dailv life ., 

for the benefit of gossip-lov-ing posterity. ,r ery little is kno,vn of the1n at just this period, 
except that other Huguenots arriYcd from 
time to time in small nun1bers and that Dutch 
and English sett!~:-s occasionally joined the 
colony, so that by the year 1710 there ,\1as a 
total population of 261 persons, including 57 
slaves. 

X aturallv, the affairs of the church occa-. 
sioned the earliest literature relating to this 
colony of intensely religious people. 'fhey 
"·ere exiled from home because of rebellion 
against the established church of r.,rance, but 
"·ith entire freed om to ,vorship as they pleased 
it deYeloped that they did not all please to "·or
shi p iu vnt: "·ay; and the circumstance engen
dered some bitterness of feeling, at least 
among the clergy and officers of the church. 

The fact that our coloni,ts had sacrificed 
all their possessions in I 4"'rance and snff P.,.Pri 
exile for the sake of a principle, is ey·idence 
enough that they ,,·ere men of strong charac
ter. That many of them ,\·ere also highly edu
cated and intelligent is apparent eYen in the 
meagre records "·hich sho"" ho,v their public 
and priYate affairs "·ere conducted. 
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But thev ,\·ere fe,\" in number and "·ithout ., 

means. They organized a church at once and 
erected a small ,vooden meeting-house in 1692, 
on the Boston Road-no,v Huguenot Street
near the present Episcopal Church. '.fhey 
could not maintain a regular pastor, but ,vere 
administered to by visiting clergymen from the 
French settlement in Xe'\\" York Citv and bv .. .. 
pastors of the :English Church having charges 
in other parts of \V" estchester County. ,,Then 
they had no pastor at all they '\\"alked bare
footed, shoes and stockings in hand, a distance 
of more than tl,·entv 1niles to attend services 
at the French Church in X ew York. 

Clergymen of the English Church in 
An1erica ,\·ere maintained largely by funds 
sent from England, and these ,\·ere the earliest 
settled pastors of the X e,v Rochelle Church. 

First Methodist Church. See page 30. 



It ,vas inevitable that they should desire to 
conduct the service in conf ormitv v.ith that of . 
the English Church, and in 1709 the Reverend 
Daniel Bondet, then pastor at N e,v Rochelle, 
obtained the consent of a majority of the 
French congregation to adopt that form of 
l\"Orship. A minority, ho",·ever, adhered to the 
original serYice of the French Reformed 
Church, and these established a second congre
gation. 

It "·as this division that occasioned the 
n1ore or less acrin1onious correspondence of 
various successiYe pastors "rith their church su
periors concerning the church at X e,v Ro
chelle. S01ne legal contro,·ersy arose also 
o,·er the hundred acres of land deeded to the 
church by I~ord Pell. ., 

"'".\.side f ron1 this clerical correspondence "·e 
do not find eYidence that the people ,,·ere much 
disturbed by religious differences. They ,\·ere 
industriously building homes and laying the 
f oun<lation of a citv in "·hich churches of manv 
denominations are. to-day conspicuously num
erous~ prosperous, and har1nonious. One has 
only to Yie,v the present beautiful Trinity 
Church on Huguenot Street and the equally 
imposing Presbyterian Church at the junction 
of Huguenot and )Iain Streets.. to see that 
both the "original" congregations eventually 
thrived and left "·orth,· successors . . 

-:-.· ew Rochelle 
15 
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The oldest inhabited part of X e,v Rochelle 
is in the Yicinitv of these t'\\ro churches . ., 

Huguenot Street-variously denon1inated 
Kings Road, High Street and the Boston 
Road in the early records--existed ,vhen the ., 

Huguenot colonists arriYed here. There they 
built their church and most of the first dl'i·ell
ing-houses. "There is one dozen houses round 
the church near each other," "·rote one of the 
early chroniclers, ""·hich giYes the pl:1ce the 
appearance of a to'\\·n.'' 

''""hen the Xe":- Rochelle tract ,vas divided 
into farms in 1693, Xorth Street ,,·as opened 
as a "di,·ision line." .1\.t the first recorded 
"General meeting of all the inhabitants" held 
Dec. 2, 1699, Peter Frederick and Joseph De
bane ,,·ere named "for to be survevors about 

~ 

the fences in all the plantations of this place 
for to preserve the place," and at the next sub
sequent n1eeting, )larch l, 1700, it ,vas voted 
that "as for the Kings Road from York to 
Boston the assemblv has confirmed it as it is . . 

no,v settled, being a chain broad, and for the 
,,-r-ater Road the assemblv- has also confirmed ., 
;! as it stands no,v from Boston Road to the 
"·'T L • ,.] 1 ._ • • T ~ -r ,._ - - · -
,. ,. ci.t€:r Siuc o~t.w1x1; ., onn J errr1es anct the 
''"'"ido"" )Iarket, and this to be also a chain 
broad to(\ and for the other roads to the ,vater 
side it is ordered that thev- shall stand as thev 

., al 

are no,v settled, provided they be I 8 toot 
broad." 
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Salem Baptist. 
1'·Ew ROCHELLE CHURCHES. 

:\ .. eic RocheU. 
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'l,he earliest roads to the ,vater-side "·ere 
the streets ,ve kno,v as Centre A venue, Echo 
Avenue, Drake Avenue and "\Veyman Avenue, 
"·hich appear to have been opened in the order 
named. Echo """\yenue, first called Cedar 
Street, ran a tortuous course from the Boston 
R.oad along the creek, probably including all 
of the present Pelhan1 Road to the intersection 
of Centre ... ..\. Yenue. Drake AYenue "·as 
Drake's Lane and is still so caJled hv the older ., 

residents of N e,\r Rochelle. The present 
,,.,. eyman ... ..\.x·enue. then called Parcott's Lane, 
joined the road to Kingsbri<lge and Ne"· York 
by \\-·ay of East.chester. 

A leisurely· drh·e or l\·alk through the y·ari
ous thoroughfares referred to "·ill disclose 
some eYidence still remaining of the compara-

Old Pugsley House. 



·-~,--~ .. 
tive antiquity of ~ :portions· ~f Ne,v Ro-
chelle. Old buildings, bits of old fences, cor
ners of orchards and "home lots," here and 
there exist; but they are rapidly disappearing, 
and a fe"r vears hence there ,,·ill be little to re-. 
call the old French settlement. One may ap-
preciate fully all the beauty that "·ealth and 
modern refinen1ent lend to the present city, 
yet echo in his heart the impassioned "·ords jn 
,,·hich a descendant of one of the eminent 
Huguenot families deplored the destruction of 
the old stone church. "Alas," he says, "that .., 

this Yenerahle relic of antiquity should now 
haYe to be numbered among the things that 
"·ere! The chanQ'es incident to the lanse of - ~ 

years and the vandalism of progress--or shall 
I say the progress of vandalisn1-have so com
pletely annihilated every Yestige of the ancient 
structure that even ilc; exact situation is more 
or less a matter of conjecture. * * • • 
And why could not the grasping, all-absorb-

X ew Roe hells 
19 
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ing spirit of change and novelty "~hich char
acterizes the age have spared us this one hum
ble monument of the past to build ,vhich it is 
said that the men carried stones in their hands 
and the ,vo1nen mortar in their aprons." 

To see ,vhat landmarks do remain, suppose 
we drive through some of the old streets of 
New Rochelle, starting "·est\\"ard f ron1 the cor
ner of Huguenot and ~Iechanic Streets. 

Immediately ·w·e are at "Trinity Church, it
self a beautiful, modern structure, but de
scended lineally from the old stone church just 
ref erred to. Some chroniclers assert that be
neath the busy high,vay ,vhere your vehicle 
stops the remains of the earlier pastors of the 
church lie buried; others dispute this, and you 
may choose bet"·een a conflict of testimonJr of
fered ,,·ithout satisfactory proof on either side. 
At the west side and back of the church are 
graYes: some marked by· stones bearing recent 
dates, others old as the tO'\\"Il itself, many with 
names and inscriptions obliterated by the pas
sage of time. 

Across the deep chasm through ,vhich the 
raiiroad irains are incessantly rushing, flashing 
and rumbling, are more of these ancient stones, 
and you note again the "v·andalism of prog
ress" which could not allow the old Huguenots 
to preserve in death the peace they loved so 
we!! i?! life, hut must cut in two their quiet rest-



Trinity Chu~chyard and Old Huguenot Cemetery. 

ing-place and 1nake of it such a thundering, 
quaking region of everlasting torment as they 
never expected or deserYed to inhabit. 

A(;:rus~ th~ "'av f rum Trinii:v Church "ltOU 
• w J 

notice a commodious and comfortable-looking 
old d"·elling-house, painted ,vhite and in yery 
good repair. Only t"·o or three years ago a 
row of enormous old trees stood before the 
spacious grounds of this "mansion/' but to-

l.f ew Rochell6 
.~l 
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C.irprntcr Housr on Hu;::unot Str,·ct. 

day its broad Yeranda looks upon the kitchen 
'\\Wdo"·s of smart, modern apartments for 
"·hich the trees of a hundred years' gro\\·th had 
to make ,vay. This is not one of the old land
marks of French Ne"· Rochelle, but as a for
mer d,velling of one of the Astor families 1t 
recalls the intern1ediate period "·hen Ne"· Ro
chelle "·as still a stage-coach journey fron1 the 
metropolis and the Sun1mer home of n1any dis
tinguished personages. 

A little further on, mid,vav bet,veen Centre ., 

A venue and the Presbyterian Church, stands ., 

a quaint little house almost ,vholly obscured 
bv trees" lilacs and thick-2-ro"·ing- shrnh~-- ..__, c--- ---- - --

Since pre-ReYolutionary times this has been 
known as the Carpenter House, the home of a 
family long eminent and deserYedly honored 
in Kew Rochelle. 

A short ,vay beyond the Carpenter House, 



close to the street, stands a t,vo-story shingled 
building in ,vhich the congregation of the Pres
byterian Church met for many years prior to 
1860. It ,vas then moved to its present site to 
make room for the new church at vour left . ., 

This handsome stone edifice may be called 
a monun1ent to the "dissenting" French con
gregation referred to in the earlier pages. It 
became a regt~larly organized Presbyterian 
Church in 1812. r·· · 

You are now at the junction of Huguenot 
and },Jain Streets .. beside the Soldiers' ~f onu
ment. ....\ t your left the beautiful winding 
thoroughfare called J>intard A ,·enue intersects 
"·ith l\Iain Street .. and "·elI hack from the street, 
"·ith an approach lined by aged trees. ~tands a 
"·ell-preserYed house originally occupied by 

Pintard Horzse. 

.Ye zc Rochell, 
e3 
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Lev.·is Pintard, an illustrious Xe" .. l,.. ork 1ner
chant, "·ho liYed in Xe\\" Rochelle in the early 
part of the last century. 

As you continue ,\·est on )lain Street bear ., 

in mind that you are still trav·ersing the old 
Boston Road. ..:\bout the coruer of Drake~s 
1-'ane ( no\\· Drake .,A., enue) are clustered a 
11un1her of sn1all buildings apparently belong
iog to the old order of things, but none of l1is
torica l importance. 

llet\,·een l)rake aud \\"' ey1nan .... \ Yenues .. 
close to the "·alk on your left is an old square 
house. half n1asonrY. ,\·here a former citizen of . . 
Xe\\" RochelJe, '1.,homas Rona]ds__, used f re-
quently to entertaiu his distinguished hrother 
J:>eter, l,Tnited States )Iinister to l•,rance. The 
house and its ern·irons are some,\·hat changed. 
One domiciled here at the present day might 
in1agine himself minister to Italy. 

A little he,·ond the Ronalds house the old 
.: 

road turns to the rig-ht and proceeds through 
Eastchester and Kingshridge to Xe".. \?' ork, 
"·hile )fain Street lies straight hefore you. 
leading to the same destination by ,,·ay of )It. 
,~ernon. 

Y 011 mav nou· <lrl'\"P nPrO~C to PPlhQ'n"' "tl AO~ ... - - - -- - - --- --- -- ...... -.&.••'-- ......... 4L""-''""" .A 

-the ""·ater side" of the old docun1ents-
through either Drake or Weyman AY·enues. 
There is nothing of oldest x·e"· Rochelle on 
either of these thoroughfares, though several 
imposing places on Drake Avenue, in n1clan-



choly procesl,;. : ,, 
pearance of 
tions ago. 

, ·-.:: .. . e stately a p-
. ::;~ome t\\·o genera-

Turning east on Pelham Road you see an 
attractive-looking old house, long and lo\\., 
"·ith ,·eranda extending across the entire front 
and shaded by a single tree of Yenerable age. 
This house ,\·as built before the RcYolution and 
is said to hav-e been occupied at intervals dur
ing the ,var by British officers. 

Follo,ving the course of Pelham Road as it 
merges into Cedar Road, and finally into Echo 
AYE=nuc:, you find yourseli on l\Iain ~treet 
again, beyond the eastern boundary of the busi
ness section. At this corner, near the present 
Beacon Hall apartments, stood, until recently, 
the old residence of \ticount d'Allaire, a distin
guished French nobleman "·ho made New Ro-

~· ew Rochelu 
!6 



chelle his adopted home at the time of the 
Huguenot settlen1ent. 

Driv·ing do"·n )lain Street to Rose and 
turning north""·ard you arri,·e at Huguenot 
and North Streets. Here stands intact, 
though changed in appearance by a latter-day 
superstructure~ an old roadside inn built before 
171 l, and kept by Captain Besley, a justice of 
the peace and man of many actiYities in the 
first generation of Ke"· Rochelle's existence. 
The old Boston stages changed horses here, 
and it is said to ha,·e been the stopping place 
of the flying messenger "·ho carried from Bos
ton to Xe"· York the ne"·s of the Battle of 
Lexington. 

Proceeding across the railroad bridge and 
out X orth r\ venue perhaps half a mile, you 
notice at the right. close to the ,\·alk, a little 

Old Allaire House. 
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Old -t/,.. ,., ... Houu or: Sorth A1·rnur. 
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v.hite"·ashed stone house so out of place and 
lonely in its ,\·izened old age that passersby 
stop and examine it curiously. I-'egend says 
only that a f.,renchman nan1ed Berpo lived 
here in the dim and distant past. It might not 
be a "·ild guess that ... llerpo" became a Yulgar 
contraction of Bonrepos, and that the little 
house reallv sheltered the one-time honored ., 
pastor of the old l~rench Church. 

Dri,·ing further on to the region no,v in 
process of development by the real estate com
panies, and directly in front of one of the most 
sightly tracts, you are faced by a bronze bust 
and pedestal erected to the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Recalling Paine's great services in ex
citing and spreading the spirit of independence 
among the American people before the Revo-

:r ew Rochelle 
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lution, his intin1ate ~ssociation "·ith the great
est men of that day, his later assaults upon 
the Christian faith and the fierce denunci&tions 
heaped upon him by its defenders-kno,ving 
something of the n1an' s splendid genius and in
stability, his reputation and notoriety-you 
are interested in ,,·hat ev"idence no,v rernains of 
his connection ,vith X e,v Rochelle. 

The property Lefore you is the old Paine 
Farm. confiscated hY the Governn1e11t because . ~ 

of the original o"·ner·s adherence to the Brit-
ish cause in the "·ar of the ReYolution, and pre
sented to Paine in recognition of his patriotic 
serYices. Alone and in straightened circum
stances the broken old man }iy·ed here a f e,, .. 
years~ cared for by an old negro housekeeper. 
A short time before his death in 1809 he re
moYed to Xe"· York Citv. but his remains "·ere 

~ 

The Thomas Paine House. 
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brought to N~~Rcidiene and buried on this 
property near the site of the present monument. 
There is a v.:-ell-authenticated storv of their ., 

surreptitious remoYal from this resting-place. 
Some \\·omen of the neighborhood, it is related, 
sa"· a "'·agon driven up to the gate and the 
occupants alight carrying spades with which 
they began digging about the graYe. The 
"·omen ran to the house of Constable Seacord 
and excitedlv told him ,vhat thev had seen. 
'\Vhen the Constable reached the place the 
grave ,vas empty and the strangers gone. 
It is said that the body v.·as transported to 
England~ but the mystery· of its final disposi
tion '\\·as neYer rel·ealed. 

Drive up the long avenue that was but re-

S e1c Rochell8 
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centlv an old-fashioned cottntrv lane, and oYer 
w • 

the crest of the hill you come upon a ,veather-
beaten little house set in a sn1all garden-plot 
"·ith all that remains of its old orchard of 
apples and pears. This "·as Tho1nas Paine~s 
d"·elling-place. A half-constructed 1nodern 
residence has its elbo"· planted in the ribs of 
the old house no"·, and probably before these 
lines are printed this ancient structure, like 
nearly all of Xe"· llochc1lc ~s interesting land
marks, "·il1 ha,·e been elbo,,·ed off the earth. 

l?eturning to X ort.h A venue and driving 
on past the Country Club grounds you pass a 
little stone church of decidedly rnodern appear
ance in noticeahle contrast to the old cemetery 
beside it. This is the North AYenue i\Ietho
dist C-hurch. "·hose forn1er meeting-house-il
lustrated on page 14-,,·as the first of that per
suasion in Xe"· Rochelle, and sheltered the 
third religious congregation estah]ished in the 
,·illage . 

. Just beyond, at the corner of North Street 
and Quaker Ridge Road is a pleasant old 
house of pre-Revolutionary .. times, no,\· occu
pied by ~fr. Niehaus, the artist . 

. ,A. :si1orl drive iuriher on you come to the . 
old Da,·is House, pictured on page 12. )Ir. 
George Davis states that this ""as an old house 
when it ,vas purchased by his grandfather in 
1794. 

You have now reached Cooper's Comers, 



the end of this Huguenot thoroughfare. DriYe 
back through North A\'·enue, past ")lahl
stedt's Pond," and at the south side of the ice
houses you ,vill see the beginning of an old and 
little traYe]ed road. 'fhis in earlier days "·as ., 

a lane leading fron1 Korth Avenue to East-
chester Road. Around the bend as you turn 
into this cross-road is one of the n1ost an
cient and picturesque of all the old homesteads 
no,v ren1a1n1ng. It is the Drake House, pic
tured on pages 7 and 4i. 

Continue along this road and stop a mo
ment hef ore the Coutant Cen1eterv-a Yer,~ old . •' 
burying-ground "·here rest the first of this hon-
pred X C\'\" Rochelle f an1ily together ,vith a long 
line of descendants and connections. The 
original Coutant ho1nestead. "·here peculiarly 
barbarous depredations "·ere co1nmitted dur
ing the ReYolution because of its isolated situa
tion, "·as doubtless near this burying-ground, 
though its exact location is uncertain. 

~ "-
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Coutant Cemetery. 
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Old Inn. Sre page 26. : 

1"" ou have seen 1nost of the places that can 
no,\· be identified '"~ith the earliest years of New 
Rochelle. Here and there along your route 
you have noticed old homesteads e, .. idently dat
ing back seYeral generations and ,vith unmis
takable suggestions of old-time comfort and 
"·ealth ( as "·ealth "·as measured then) in their 
generous proportions, pleasing architecture, 
and spacious grounds. ,. ery fe,\· of then1 are 
occupied hy descendants of the original o"·n
ers, and many haYe been left to decay in neigh
borhoods no,\· distinct]v "unfashionable." 

In 1712 our polite· and hospitable inhab
itants numbered 804. In se,·enty-eight years 
__rl"'u•T\ .f." .f.l..~ .t:-~ 'T -~----1 r, ~- ____ :_ -. -""' 

-~H.1,..1,. "''-' '-U'-' J..1.1,;:)\, ... ,a\,lV11i1.1 vC11;:)U::) 111 .1,~v-
~·e had attained a population of 692. Ten 
years later, 1274. In 1840 we ""ere 1816 
strong. In 1850-one hundred and sixty-t,vo 
years after the Huguenot landing-the popu
lation of X ew Rochelle ,\·as 2547 souls. 



This very moderate advance through the 
better part of t,vo centuries ,vould imply " .. hat 
diligent searching of records proves to be the 
fact. N e,v Rochelle remained al,vays a 
steady-going, industrious and eminently re
spectable con1munity. l~"rom 1699, until "·e 
enter that momentous period preceding the 
Revolution, there is no indication of any dis
turbance in her placid existence. 

In 1701 the to,vn records specify that the 
annual assemblv ,vas held for the nomination ., 

of officers "according to the use of this Coun-
ty/' our French-speaking colony conf orn1-
ing to the customs of their adopted land. 
Isaye Vallau, senior, Robert Bloomer, and 

• 
OliYer Besly "·ere named "To"·nsmen, for to 
look after and manage the prudential affairs of 
the place." 

Huguenot House, Recently St.inding on Sorth A1:enue. 
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In the same yea.r ,ve find recorded a receipt 
n1ade by Lord Pell in the good old compre
hensive phraseology. It bears a date ten years 
prior to the date of entry. "N oven1ber the 21, 
1691, then recei,~ed full satisfaction, as "·ell for 
all payments of land accounts as for all others, 
from Doctor John Xeufeille of Xe,v Rochelle; 
I sav receiYed in full of all den1ands from said . 
Dr. X euf eille from the beginning of the "·orld 
till this day, by n1e-John Pell." 

In that year ( 1701) Ambrose Sicard made 
his "Last ,vill concerning the little it has 
pleased God to give n1e," and John ~lartin de
sired his ,vif e .. .\.nne )Iartin "to have mv hodv . ,., 

buried "·ith decent simplicity." ... ~s they Jived 
in the "·orld so they \\·ould pass out of it. 

In 1702 the to,vnsmen and part of the in
habitants examined the hook of records kept 

An 01:1.- Time Rrs.idrr:cc or. Brauch.amp Pbcr. 



Flandrtau:c House, on Pr.·mium Point Ro.:.d. 

by Isaac Bertrand Dutuffeau..x, found that 
"from folio t\\·o to folio t\\·entv-three the book .. 
is full and \\·ithout. anv cross or defectuosity," . .. 
placed the book in the hands of Paul Bignoux, 
and thanked said Dutuffeaux for his adminis
tration. A faithful officer satisfactorily paid 
with thanks and commendation. 

In 1708 it is noted that "after next Christ
n1as the hogs shall no longer be allo"·ed outside 
the plantations." A severe restriction but re
laxed after a short trial; subsequent records 
repeat for many years the provision that hogs 
may run ';in the commons" if prorided "'"ith 
rings in their noses; horses, too, if shackled, but 
not sheep under any conditions. 

The fence vie"~er was admonished each 
year to see that all fences "·ere of proper 

'ft. eu, R ochBlZ. 
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strength and regulation height, and as the 
height ,,,.as frequently subject to compulsory 
change the relations of the fence vie""ers and 
inhabitants should haYe been a beautiful object
lesson in "politeness and hospitality." 

Frequent entries record the "ear-marks,, 
adopted by various cattle on'llers. Thus:
"To-day, ~lay 12, 1726, ~Ir. Cesar has given 
the marks of his stock, ,vhich are a slit on each 
ear and on the right ear a spot." 

In 1719 a Bridge 1,ender ,vas appointed to 
take toll-for each horse 6 cents. each horned 
animal 6 cents, and for sheep "a price accord
ing to the amount they "~ill shake the bridge., .. 
The bridge ref erred to ,\·as probably on the 
Boston Road crossing the creek near the pres
ent site of Stephenson Park. 

In 1720 the assemblv voted )Ir. Allaire a ., 

salary for keeping the records :-20 shillings 
per year. 

In 1759, and each year thereafter. high
":-ay o,,.erseers ,\·ere elected for the "Gpper 
Quarter" as well as for the "lo"" part" of X e,v 
Rochelle, indicating a gro,\"ing population 
north"·ard. 

Su these chronicies of small eYents continue 
to I 776. In the , .. ear that the Declaration of . 
Independence ,,·as signed, they ceased abrupt-
lv . ., 

In 1783 they are resumed. \\1 e haYe then 
the first meeting under the ne,v regime. It 



Entranu to Lyncroft, Formerly the Pain~ Farm. 

Linden Plau. 

i:-.· eu, Rochelu 
S7 



:,."!" ew Rochella 
$8 

,vas no longer an '\..L\ssen1hly of All the Peo
ple" but a "To,,n ~Ieeting held for the regula
tion of said tOl\~n and carrying into execution 
the La,v of the STATE." It ":-as held at the 
house of Gilbert Brush, "lnnkeeper," in pur
suance of an ordinance of the Council appoint
ed by the Act of Legislature entitled: "An 
Act to provide for the temporary ~-o-cer11111ent 
of the southern part of this state ttlzener.;er the 
enemy shall abandon or be dispossessed of the 
same and until the legislature can be con
vened." 

Here, of course, is the explanation of the 
ten1 porary cessation of records : 

In the Summer of 1i76, \l"ashington and 
the Continental Army ,\·ere forced to retreat 
from X e,v 1:"'" ork and Long Island to ,,1"hite 
Plains, leaving I-Io,ve's forces in control of the 
Citv. The "·hole of ,,1 estchester Countv }y-.,, ., . 
ing between the t,vo armies became thence-
forth disputed territory ( or "X eutral 
Ground"). Occupied permanently by neither 
British nor Americans, it was the foraging and 
skirmishing ground for the worst elements of 
both armies. 

It was in October, 1776, that General 
Ho'\\1e, in pursuit of ,v ashington, united his 
forces at the point now called Pelham N eek 
and marched toward New Rochelle. Here he 
"·as joined by (;.eneral ,·on Knyphausen "·ith a 
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body of Hessians and part of a regin1ent of 
Irish Cavalry. Skirmishes bet"·een parts of 
'\'\T ashington·s army and the British forces oc
curred in the YicinitY of N e,v Rochelle, but no 

• 
important engagement took place until the 
main armies met at , \"hite Plair.ts in the bat
tle of October 25. ---· During the remainder of the "·ar our vil-
lage sa"· little of the "pon1p and circunu;tance .. , 
attending it, but of its meanness and la,vless
ness they sa,v enough. rI'he "Co,vboys," a 
regularly organized band of marauders attend
ing the British army, and the "Skinners," an 
equally choice company of freebooters, identi
fied "·ith the American forces, plundered and 
pillaged throughout the county ,\·ith cheer
ful impartiality. ~Iany of N e,v Rochelle's 
inhabitants "·ere doubtless despoiled of all they 
possessed. l~amily names appearing in the 
records of earlier days no"' drop out. ~rhe 
churches ,,·ere closed, local government sus
pended; our polite and orderly community 
merely existed, a po,verless victim of circum
stances, ground between the upper and the 
nether millstone. 
~ • 1-. • J " , • , ..,..... • .A.Juniig tui5 pcfif,u ..n..ulrura1 n.owe "·as aa-

vised by his superiors in England that-
"As the County of ,vestc-hester is in a veey" unsettled 

condition and our troops are much harassed by the Rebels, 
,vhene~e:r in U,...at 'rlMnity, you. uill send a ~<>-Upl-6 ()/ frigate• 
up th Bronz Ricer to protect our forces and flre into the 
enemy whent-l'er seen." 
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As everv disaster came to N e,v Rochelle .. 
except damage from the fire of the Bronx 
fleet, it is believed that the Admiral disobeyed 
order& and kept his frigates out of that purling 
trout brook. 

For three generations prior to the Revolu
tion the official records of the old settlement 
are as regular and peaceful as the ticking of 
grandfather's clock; and after seven years of 
silence the ticking goes on in much the same 
reposeful way. 

A smaller proportion of French names ap
pear in the subsequent records, though many 
of the oldest remain throughout the to'\\-n's his
tory. A.t the jirsf" To"'n Meeting, in :1:17a, 
these officers ,vere elected : 

James \'Tillis, Town Clerk. 
James R.onalds, Constable and Collector. 
Benjamin Stephenson, SuperYisor. 
David Guion and James \\Tillis, Overseers 

of Roads for the Upper Quarter. 

Main Street. 



W_vkagyl Courtfry Cluf1. 

Abran1 Guion and Isaiah Guion, Overseers 
of Roads for the Lol\·er Quarter. 

Peter }""landreaux and Elias Guion, Dam
age \?ie,vers. 

Stephenson, Ronalds and ,\1illis, Assessors. 
In the to,vn records year by year one may 

see bet"·een the lines some reflection of events 
in the larger ,Yorld. For example, the dis
tressing financi:l] conditions preYalent through
out the countrv after the ,var closed are faith-., 

fully indicated in the proYision made by this 
little ,~illage for the poor fund. From less 
than $200.00 per year the sun1 appropriated 
rose gradually to $800.00, dropping back to 
smaller amounts ,,:ith the s!0~~· :retu:r!l cf ge~
eral prosperity. 

The rising sentiment against slaYery is 
faintly indicated in these quiet pages, as in 
1789 ,vhen the oYerseers and J usticcs of the 
Peace "certify that Plato, a negro, and Cate, 
a negro ,,·oman, late the property of James 

.Yeu: Rochelle 
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Pugsley of the said to"·n of X ev; Rochelle, is 
of sufficient ability of body to provide for 
themselYes and under the age of fifty years, 
agreeable to a certain clause of an act of the 
State of Xe\\· York, passed at the last meeting 
of the late session." 

The to\\·n meetings ,\·ere long held at the 
citizens' houses, but a slight beginning "·as 
made in the direction of public housing f acili
ties by· a Yote, passed in 1802, authorizing the 
to\\·n clerk "to pro,·ide a chest or trunk for the 
purpose of keeping the to,vn Looks in." 

At a little later date ( 1815) commissioners 
"·ere authorized to petition the legislature for 
proper authority to receive an amount of 
money left by ,,rm. lienderson for hniiding a 
to"·n house. In 1824 suit ,\·as begun against 
the executors of l\T n1. lI enderson 's estate to 

The First "€-ity-H-al.. 



Dr.:zkr House and GrounJs. 

secure this legacy. 'l"hree years later the 
n1oney "·as paid, and the first 'l,o,\·n House 
\\·as built soon after on the site occupied hy the 
present City llall at )lain and )Iechanic 
Streets. The old building "·as moYed a block 
east"·ard and is no"· a ,\·eather-hcaten relic, 
facing La"·ton Street a fe"· steps from )lain 
Street . 

.... .\. little book called ".:\. Guide to Xe"· ]l.o
chelle'~ "·as puhlished by )Ir. Robert Bolton 
in 1842. The date has something of a modern 
look until "·e subtract the figures from 1908 
and fin<l that the inter,·ening· years make t,vo
thirds of a century. Looking oYer the pages 
nf tl,P "0•11;rlP" +hPn u•p '>T"P c~ .... ,..~1"• cn-..,.-,.~~c-~rl 
............ _..., .... _ ~ ..... <L .... ~"'-" ........... ..._ .... , ,.,""' ~.A."-' .....,.......,"'4 .. ,."""" .... " .....,, .... l'A.A-V'-''-4. 

to find that it is not exactly a guide to the X e"T 
Rochelle ,,·e are liYing in to-day. The differ
ence is fairly indicated in the picture that ,Ye 
have reproduced fro1n )Ir. Bolton's hand-book. 
A complete full-size reproduction "·ould haYe 
included the f o11o"·ing legend: 

!few Rochelle 
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'"This splendid establishment is delightfully situated on 
Long Island Sound, about a mile from the Village of New 
Rochelle and eighteen miles from X cw York. In point of 
salubrity and picturesque scenery it is not surpassed by any 
in America. The accommodations are of the most excellent 
description; warm and cold salt and fresh water baths ready 
at all times; and nothing is spared to promote the amusement 
and comfort of the inmates. Pleasure nnd ftshiag boats for 
aquatic excursions, and vehicles and horses for driving or 
ridin~ pro,·ided at a momenfs notice. The Steam Boat Ameri
can Eagle lea\·es X ew Rochelle early every morning and the 
foot of Fulton Street. E:ist River, e...-cry afternoon. landing at 
the dock. The Hnrlem Railroad cars will conn~y passengers 
to Fordham from whence stnges run twice a day to ~ew 
Rochdie. 

July 1st. 1~•1-2. 

'l'"here this flourishing hotel stood \\·e no,v 
haYe the beautiful "·ooded park presented to 
the city a f e"· years ago by )Ir. lselin. The 
store of )Ir. Rice is a thing of the past. So 
are the anglers in skirts and beaYer hats; so 
are the big farn1s stretching back to the Yil
lage~ then a mile a,\·ay~ no\\" reaching to the 
\\·ater-side. The \\·agons.. carriages and ex
pectant people at the \\·harf a"·aiting the land
ing of the ".A~merican Eagle" indicate that hert 
,,,.as the chief point of communication "·ith the 
outside "·orld.. and the X e,v 1:..,.. ork steamer 
makin!!' one trin dai]v each ·u·av the readie~t 

....__,. ..... . .. 
means of access to the great metropolis ,vhere 
so large a part of male X el\. RocheUe no,v 
earns its daily bread. The old flag.. ,vith its 
t"·enty-six stars~ is itself hopelessly out of date. 

"The advantages presented by· the prox
imitv of the Sound/' savs Bolton's Guide. "are . . . 
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of great in1portance to the To\\·n. Besides 
the shipping of ,·arious market produce on 
board the sloops, there is the con,·enieuce of a 
daily stean1boat to the city during the Su1nn1er 
n1onths and three times a \\·eek in the ,, .. inter. 
By this n1eans quautities of produce are sent 
to the Xe,,. \:,.. ork n1arkets at reasonable rates. 
There are seYeral hotels "·hich afford excellent 
acc0i111nodation to parties Yisiting X evt Ro
chelle for the a1uusen1ent of fishing. the salu
hritY of its air. or the heautY of its scelltTY. 

al - • • 

""I'he I .. e ll.o,· I-Ionse. in the to\\·n of Xe,\. . . 

Rochelle, is an excellent and comfortable es-
tablish111ent. ,vell suited for those "·ho prefer 
the small stir of a Yillage. \\·hile they are not 
t<>o far remoYed from the banks of the Sounci. 

"There are also t,,·o other excellent hotels 
in the Yillage~ "·~11 1nan~ged--thc )Ian~iPn 
I-louse and Xe"· Rochel1c lTotel.·· 

In passing, it n1ay he noted that the hotel 
ref erred to as the Le Rov llouse "·as at a sti11 ., 

earlier date the hon1e of Hern1an Otis Le Roy, 
and not improhahly the scene of l)~niel ,,~ eh-
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ster's courtship of Catherine Le Roy, y~·ho be
came the great statesman's second ,vife and 
"·ho liYed in Xe"· Rochelle at the old home for 
manv vears after ,,T ebster's death. 'fhe house . .. 
stood in large grounds, ,vell back f ro1n .:\lain 
Street, at the corner of Centre Avenue. 

The l\Iansion House "·as a comn1odious 
and popular hotel on the north,,·est corner of 
Centre A venue and ~Iain Street, "·ith an ex
tensive garden running back to Huguenot 
Street. I ts large ballroom "·as the scene of 
many brilliant social e,·ents, and the daily 
stages from Fordhan1 brought to its doors 
many gay parties of Summer resorters and dis
tinguished Yisitors. ...~ part of the old house 
still remains, partialJy obscured by small stores 
erected in front of it. 

The Xe,,.. Rochelle Hotel stood on the 
north side of )Iain Street. about mid,,·av be-- . 
tween Centre ..... 4.. venue and )lechanic Street; a 
comfortable old hostelry "ith a double-deck 
Yeranda extending across the entire front. 

The advent of the railroad, ,,·hich ran its 
first train through New Rochelle on Christmas 
day, 1848, foreshado"·ed changed conditions 
which were to accelerate the gro"ih of the vil
lage, but ,vithout effecting any sudden or 
radical change in its general characteristics. 

Westchester County has been a favorite re
gion for the Summer homes and large estates 
of eminent families from earlv Colonial davs; 

~ w 
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and Xe"· Rochelle~ possessing tht: aJ\·antage 
of a shore location not too ren1ote fron1 the 
city, had dra"·n n1ueh of its slo\\·ly increasing 
population fron1 the sa111e cultured and \\·ell
to-do elasses of n1erchauts aud professiona) 
men ,Yho ,\·ere settled in other parts of the 
countY . . 

In1pro\·ed railroad ser,·ice hrnu o·ht n1nre 
~ h 

aud n1ure people of this character: their Sun1-
mer residences l>eetune per-n1aucnt ho!nes: :ifter 
a tin1e men of si1nilar tastes ,\·ith 111orc restrict
ed inco1nes found that they .. too, n1ight estab
lish hon1es in this f aYorcd region. and these 
can1e in sti1l greater nun1hers to s"·eJl the pop
ulation of X c"· Rochelle. 

It is not necessary to record the details of . 
this deYelop111cnt "·hich has no,\· 1nadc of the 
old ,·illage a city of n1orc than tn·cnty thonsnnd 

Old School Hor:sc at Cooper's Corners. 
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souls. 'l.,he story is told i1upressively in the 
n1iles of beautiful streets that no"· intersect all 
the old Huguenot farn1s, in substantial public 
buildings, in thousands of tastefully ornate 
d\\·ellings. The pictures of modern Xe,,. Ro
chelle distributed through these pages are n1ore 
significant than "·ords. 

Perhaps the churehes of any conununity 
afford the best Yisible indication of its 111oral 
tone; the hospitals and charitable organizations 
~re a fair index of its hu111anitarian standards; 
the schools supply· the n1easure of its general 
intelligence and ci,·ilization. One "·ho kno,\·s 
these institutions as thev exist in Xe"~ Ro-. 
chelle need not fear to ha Ye his city judged by 
their character and efficiency . . 

'fhe city has nun1erous if not aggressiYely 
prominent industries: its n1ercantile houses are 
substantially prosperous. it contains ,,-ithin it
self a1l the f ea tu res of an independent, self
sustaining n1unicipa]jty. I ts financial institu
tions may he specially n1entioned to illustrate 
this fact. The X ational CitY Bank-,,·hose . 
charter and that of the present city date fron1 
thP C::!ln"lP ,•pQT"_~h.o ,~ =n• u" ..... L ..... 11..-- rr,, _____ .1.. r, · ~ _ 
____ _______ . ---· .... u ..... .... , ........ .a.'Lv'--uc: .. uc ...1..1 u::,L, ~UJll 

• 
pany and the People's Bank for Sa\~ings are 
firmly established and ably conducted organ
izations competing successfully "·ith the best 
of their metropolitan conten1poraries. 

,,~hen the X ational City Bank opened its 



I 

North Ai-rn:u· 

I I 
1 l 

NEW ROCHELLE CHiiRCiiES. 

Trld.7 .. 

lf ew Roc1zell6 
57 



J[eu· Rochelle 
58 

ne"· building· a short tin1e ag·o .. the Yisitors "·ho 
l L 

can1e to inspeet its banking roon1s ~1nd safe de-
posit ,·anlts equalled in 11111uher one-fourth of 
the eity·s adult population-a circnn1stance 
that agrecn bly indicates the sur,·iyal here of 
that "friendship in business'~ "·hieh it seen1s 
can still exist though the husiness he 1nodern 
R nd progressiYe. 

lJut .. creditable as its conunercial institu
tious ulidouhtedlY are, X c"· l{ochcile is not and . . 

does not aspire to he a typical .. hust]ing" 
~\1ncrica n (lity. llclching chi111neys, a murky 
landscape and a babel of business are not 
an1ong her distinguishing features. She offers 
a clean atmosphere, physically and n1ora1ly 
healthful. and a congenial enYironn1ent "·here 
the hon1e is the center of attraction.. and the 
n1cans for making the most of life :1re as Yaried 
as differing tastes denland. 

It has seemed best to de,·ote n1ost of our 
descriptiYe pages to the earlier da~·s ½~cause 
they ha Ye stamped X e,v Rochelle ,vith charac
ter. It is the prestige and dignity of early as
sociations, the n1ello"· beauty of age, not less 
~l-., Ll- 1 ft LJ . . "I • 'I •-., ,. ~ • • 

"uaii 1.uc g1vr~-:- 01 11ai1K1ng 11111s ana nasn1ng 
,vaters that beckon to Xe,,. Roche11e and cause 
old residents and ne\\· ones alike to echo in 
slightly changed ,,·ords the thought of )ladam 
l{night-They cau.~e in me a love of the place 
u·hich I am contented to live in. 



..YATTO£YAL CITY BA,.YK. 
·rau!t~. Officrs a~J Rrcrrtion Rooms. 

-:\. em Rochelle 
59 



'l\" ew Rochelle 
60 

Fan1ily Nanzes of French 1-luguenots IVho are Known 
to have Settled in New Rochelle at Various 

Periods Between I688 and I750. 

Abbe Dans:e:- J;;.bouin ?a:-::::,: 
Al!ai:-e D .. s Jama in Pe:1e:reau 
Allee Deane J'Jire ?e~ot 
Ang-evin De B .. r.e Juin Perot 
Antoine ?)e Bie= Pin~ .. :-d 
Arne:n.:.x De Bonrepos K~~~n~·v 
ArqCJe;: de S:e. Croix Q:;,:~!ain 

De Ve:.ux 
La Dc·e Badeau ::,ou:)~ i:>~------~ 
L.300U .,,..,_~ 6W•' 

i:i~ r---·· • 
Du Bois _.,.•~uV'-A~ Reno:.;;d 

Ballet Dutu~fca:.:.x 
Larnbe:-t 

Barheit Lamoureux Req:.:, 

Ba~eau Landrin Reynaud 

E ~o::;. :-! L:.uv,n Rhinelande:-
Barta in 

Ri:he 
Bayeux Lav:~ne 

Riv;;.sso:-: 
Berey F4:-:e:.;:: :._e Conte 

F,. .... L~ Fev:-e 
Ro:.; :,e~ 

Ber~in -· .. 
Be:-ie:a: F:;;~dre,:;x Le Jeune 

Sd1::re~;;n 
Bes:ey F:o:-ance i..e Mestre 

Fo:-:-es~ie:- S::::a:-d 
Bo:: Le Ro:.:x 

Bo~Ce: Fo!.!:o~ Les:::n:.~ S:mon 

Bonnefoy Fo~~t~::i L"Es~:--;;.n~e So;.:~ic~ - . ' . C::::.•,..._ ...... -.,. 

Bon:, et r:-e~e-r·:~ Le Vii:,ine "" ..... -r :-- -
e-•.. -·-,. ..... 

e=:-:~!:1 F:::::::: ,._,;e:..;:-e ..,,;).--f...-..," 
s .. · ... ,. 

M•'--
Bo~!i::ie~ 
Bouyer Gal:a:.:iet r-1.ate Te bard 
Boug-rand Ca:-na:.:d ~a=he! Teic 
Bot.id Gd.yna~= ~a~;,on T'"'.;;nnet 
Bo~,r~e~ cc;~: M;~b~ 7~a:.ve~ 
Bot:~emc&~ c1::io! :-l.a:iho 7:-.erc·J:de 
B:-eton Gira..:d :V.a~~:-: Timon 

Go~ba~C :~~ercier ..,.. ___ 
C:.':"rt' 

Gougeon :1. esnan:i 
Cai1:a:-d To:;:c,~ 

G~e:-in ~ore~;.. 7:-e ':ie: Ca:itie~ 
Gu:on ~I. o~t 

C::adaine G••o•;-,.. .... Mou;ineau,: 
C;:a?eron 

.... .... "•!•d.- ~ Va::a:e 
C:ement Va::ea:; 
CQn""t u- ..... .:!'!t-

~ .c...~ ... "-". ;--;~ .. din Verge:-at.:d 

Co:~on:-:ea:.: Hor.ore.: Ne:..fvii:e Vi::epon!e:.:x 
Co::!a~! Ho:;::ir: Nico::e Vi:-:~e~! 
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1908 

HE~RY M. LESTER, P;.r~1:c111T 

JOSEPH T. BROWN, v,c.c-Pi.cf>IO("'r 

GEORGE F. F!..ANDREAUX, CM,M!(i-1 

JOHN G. AGAR 

..:OSEPH 7. BROwr-. 

ROBERT C. FISHER 

GEORGE F. FlANDREAUX 

...;OHN F. LAMBDEN 

GEORGE W. LIPPINCOTT. Ass·r C4SMre;q 

HENRY M. LESTER 

CLARENCE & Mc~LELLA~ 

C!-!AR:...ES j:::RYER 

HENRY A. SIEBRECHT 

GEORGE A.. SUTER 

HOWARD R. WARE 



To ~lr. Charles Pryer's .. The ~eutral Ground" and "Rem1-
niscences of an Old "·estchc-ster Homesfrad/' 3.nd to )fr. Prye-r 
in person, the aulhor is indebted for much ,·aluable assistance. 

To ~Ir. S. :\. Stephenson. for :iccc."SS to ,·aluablc transla
tions of the old Hug-uenot town records. and to ~tr. George T. 
D:n·is and )Ir. Hc-nry :\l. I.ester for useful infomiation thanks 
a.re gratcfuJly tcndcrc-ci. 

For fact$ ancl lc-l,!c-nds whic-h could not be incorporated in 
this brief skdch. the rradcr is referred to ~Ir. Prycr·s hooks
published by Putnam·s- and to He,·. Robert Bolton·s Jlutnry 
of u· r:~trhe,ter Count!'· and A Guide to Xew Rochelle, both 
of which a re a,·ailable at the ~ ew Rochelle Public Library. 
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