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Frisby Way and otl1ers with hin1 had held ·1neetings in their 
houses fro1n ti1ne to tin1e, for son1e years previous to 1841. 1n 
the 111eantin1e~ a society called the Society of Methodists had 
taken and leased a lot in Whipple A ":enue, (then ca11ed Pitt 
street,) aboYe North street, and built a house of woi·ship. The 
lot ,vas 50 feet front and rear bv 120 feet deen~ In the course 

~ ~ 

·of tin1e they could not pay for it,- and a soc1ety qf Wesleyan 
Methodists fron1 Trov took the lease and house- out of their . u 

h~nds. The "\V esleyans beeo1uing involved, and finding they 
c'ould ·not p~y· for it, finaliy transfen:ed· the propBrty and lease to 
Mr. B1~·ockwa._i; w·}1ieh ·1ease ,vas to the: church forever; by pa:ring 
·$11 a vear. 

C, 

Frisby Way wP-nt to Mr. Brock,vay and· rented the cliurch. 
At last they C()ncluded to buy the church for $300, and James 
Hall was made agent of the church, but was not a me111ber ·or 
trustee~ as they thought. They· paid Hall his percentage for 
collecting for the1n. The Chureh paid in instalrnents. At last 
J a1nes Hall, J"ohn Dorsey and Jacob B1~0,rn. paid the ren1aining 
money on the chi1rch, tellit1g Mr. Brockway they ,vere Trustees 
of the Colored :Ofethodist Zion Church. These· men were not 
n1e1nbers or trustees,' for they were not incorporated. The law 
says they are not incorporated until entered on the Coui1ty 
docket. · On the word of_ theEie· n1en ·to Brockway that the cql~ 
ored society's name was what tl1e_y said, he transferred the _le3:se.; · 
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with the chl1rch,-for the metnbership, as he thought. Before 
the chnreh ,vas paid for these 1nen ·who thought they· ,vere trus
tees let J arnes Rall :·~nd Daniel :·A. Oli v_er ptl-t . a house on part 
of the church lot, by paying $6 a year, the church to pay $5 a 
year. Against this, Frisby Way and other 1ne1nbers, ,vho knew· 
th,e-property was leased to th~ Church, and $300 pai~ for it, ._1·~-

-:]nonstrated; as they· thought they could pay $11 a·year. Frisby 
Way sa\\,.. how things ,vas, and the n1inister-in,.-charge and n1e1n
bers sa,v ho,,~ these 1nen ,vho were not 1nernbers ,:vere taking the
povrer out of the Church's hands, and four 111onths after these 
1nen received the property fron1 l\Ir. Brock,vay, they released 

· and deeded and. ,sold, f<.)r one dollary forever, to ,J a.:tnes H;:all, ali 
the ground round the chureh, .only ·where I.have since rebuilt. 
These are the men that did this, a1ld took a,vay all the ground 

.. round the church, and ,vere not trustees ; and if_ they bad have 
been they could not have released or sold unless · the m·embers 

. ~ . . . 

all gave their consent, and procured a pern1it fro111 a Judge of 
the Suprerne _Court. S acob Bro,vn, John Dorsey, Daniel .A~ 
Oliver, and 1-I. J. }IcI-~ogers, ,vere the 1nen _ that sold. this prop
erty for $1, and ~fr. Oliver told- 1ne that_ James Hall never paid 
that $1._ r:Th~_s_,vas <l9µ~ S~pt. ~~_1844. _:· · 

A co.o.teri.ti'on we.mt on about the _name of the.chµrch. · The . . . . . . . 

outside party ·wanted it called the " Colored Methodist Zion 
Church." The 1nem bers, and Frisby Way; and the minister-in
.charge ,vanted it narned the "Afi·ican }I. E. Chur~h." These 
nJen, kno,ving the ground around. the chur<.!h.J1ad been leased 
and sol~ avtay in th~: na1ne. of the Colored Methodist Zio~ 
Chnr~}1, ". hieh ,va~ 1~ot i ncorpora.ted, tried to get that name.
The n1inister-in~charge, and Frisby \V a.Y, and the men1bers, _see:
ino- ho,v thinus vtere <roi110- on o·ave out notice in the church of 

0 · e b ~ '~- . 

a trustee election, 15 days' i1otice, accordi:qg tq law. "\V.hen the 
day of election ca1ne, the churth doors ,ver~ ·_closed. against the 
minister arid n1e11,1bers, . and :Fri.sby . vy ay, . who. was one of the 
trustee~ tha:t had_ be~n forn1ed.in· ~84~,?':lt were not ipcorporated. 
N everthele§s t_h~ el_ectioJ1 ,vent on. i~ Frisb3:. '\V.ay's hou~e, unde_r 
, . ... . . -· .. ~ · .... ' : : ., . . , . .. . . . . . 

the· ~If of the mini~ter-in-cha.rge, and-- the_ three trustees 



were elected· in 1846~ : Frisbv ·vYay was :,_the :first :~mari,iw.ho .. .. 
.rent~d the· chnrch-frorn Bi·oek,Yay for the n1en1bership; ai1d: paid 
James IIall his percentage f;Jr eo1lecting for them.. Wh.en,t·hey 
c2-1ne back to the church; .Frisby v1-r-a.y and PJ1ilip · O-wens- -went 
and got the Soeiety incorporated, May 19, 1846, · one. month -be
fore J v.1nes· IIall got the Colored 1Iethodist Zion in~orporated .. 
Hall ,vas not a rr1e1nber of the ~hureh, you lrill ·,take· notice, 
but kriow·ing that if that n3:1ne ,vas not incorporated· :he Gould 
not hold the ground around the church, ·which had: beeri deeded 
to·hirn, he and Jaeob Bro-,vn set their hands. and seals August 
12th, . 1842, and after taking the books and papers from !th-e 
.church, goes up June 24, 1846, and .gets the. Uolored }fethodist 
Zion Church incorporated. But, thank -God, he was one month 
and fiv-e daYs behind ti1ne on the Oountv doeket . . , .; 

About the. year 185'7, the church "boarded n1inister Butler at 
James Hall's: Butler ·told me that as. soon as -he .foun~ .J aiiJ.es 
Hall "'·anted to turn the .Church into a Presbyterian Church, he 
told it out, and had· to leave- his house.. The cburcl1 ;owed .Hall 
for But1er's .board for 32 weeks· at $2 p-er -tveek. Hall sued the 
church, but \Vas non-suited, by not bringing.· the : suit against 
Frisby \Vay, as President of the ::Soard of Trustees.· · H·all- sued 
again,.-William .. VVallace -s\ve·aring to· the-· contract; and having 
Frisby .vVay~s·nante on the·sutnmons~ he got jndgrrient in 1858. 
~Frisby offered hi1n the rnoney, $72.30. · He refused_. to' take it, 
on the plea that he was afraid l<,risby W a_y would close:- the 
church. . I have taken an affidavit that the · J:nstiee did· say: he 
· re1nembered the money, but did not rernember tbe'•circu1nst;nce, 
arid I have ·three or four affidavits to prove that the :rnon:ey was 
offered to' hirn in 1858, when judgn1ent was ente1:ed. ·, · ~ will give 
you·the reasori ,vhy·h~ would· 11ot take it~ ; ·He.'had not at :tha:t .. 
time 1nortgaged his house to bny the :seil, as it was-'leased to·'. the 
church forever, and he :was af:r-~dd~ to· :rely o:n·the Hleo-al'·deed 

. - • I:.:> -

these·th1tsiders gave-him, and ~e·_h~d -~ot· ·been on the property, 
tw~ try yeai•s; so· if his deed ·would Jail' ;he :could! fall' back~ bri1 t'he 
name- Wsqbatter,"- for he never, bonglit'-the·: sbit: :nntiF186B. ·-·)Ir. 
Judson~ ~told ·me he l1aid" :he·· WQWcl L -havff {he·.:.prb~erty in=nis'°-M. 



.J{aTHD,.~he knowing that he could . n.ot re-enter unless he. owned 
:the· soil; arid hin1 being on the grouna:·if he owned the ground 

'- , < ' 

according-to the,Jease he could get all the property, church and 
:all;·without paying one cent, and ·only $23.30 against the church 
before he bought the soil, for he. undertook ·to keep things out of 
.sight. _July 28, 1S63, Minister Silas Oliver, agent for the church, 
,paid bjn1 $30; lviay 21, 1864, S_y1Yester ,Mount paid hirr1 819 on 
:the judgrnept;·leaving only $23.30 _against the church. He ,vas 
•not .entitled to·: the interest of this n1oney, for he refu8ed the 
money when he ~,as offered it by the right party. If any pe~
·SOD thinks J a1nes Hall has kept the church and paid the ground 
rent, the contrary can be proved by going to }Ir. Judson's book .. 
Hall, when these 1nen let him put his house on the church lot. 
was to pay $6 per year of the ground. rent, and I, Wright, ,vas 
.going to pa.y him back the ground rent he had paid, but the la,v 
says not, that as long as he has been on that lot he should pay 
.his rent, and he could. then be ejected by those "~ho held the 
lease. His book. will shovv that J an1es Hall has paid all the rent 
for nine years at $11-per year,-$54 for hi1nself~ and $4:5 for the 
church. Frisbj" Way and Dav·id V~ an Vra!1ken, both trustees 
and members of. the chnreh, pa.id the ground rent for both Hall 
and the .church Jor seven y~rf?;: $35 fQr the -church· and $42 for 
_Hall, thus leaving the th tirch $3 in debt to him. I told hin1 that 
he said to me he ~vould give the· church that 83. This is ",hat I
told hiin after I had went dewn to Mr. J nelson's office, and l\ifr . 
. Walter Buckley gave 1ne these figures from the book. So yoµ 
_see_. the church paid hi1n. $42 of his rent. This paid · up for 
.,vh-at .he paid for the church-$45 for nine years-by hitn giv .. 
ing the church $3. James Hall .paid all the rent fron1 1845 to 
18~3; Frisby Way and David Van Vran~en paid fro~ 1853 to 
_1.860, and. t~e rent ran on until -1866, __ 1vhen J arnes Hall .Iriort
gaged his house to buy. the soil, ~nd paid up . tJ;:ie ground rent 

0

~h~t:.was l;)ack. f?o you see inst~ad of -1\'Ir. ludson receiving the 
rent:-that the lease calls for, .it)eaves James 1-Iall to receive such 
. . ' ; ' . . 

r~~-t. _ .. T-ha.t:is:~he :qnly _privi_lege the. lease gives, and if th~ rent 
ilfo;,J¥>tP~~ i~~~l?\~~Il r~!3nj~i. ~nq._i( ther~. 4;, .. JlQ.~._fu.i:~itl!ri} 



enough in ·the-church to pay: it, the -whole- pr~perty com·es back
to the owner. You can judge whether J a1nes Hall had this in 
view or not when he bonght the soil. 
. I took the charge l\Iarch 21, 1867, and became a member 
there, transferring my 1nembership -fro1n the Sevent1=J_ Street 
Church, Troy, having seen visions and God telling me that I 
had to do the ,york that was to be done _in Lansingbw~h ... I re
fused, but 1-Ie n1ade n1e go, revealing 1ny duty by an accident 
which happened to me ,vhile at work in Snow., Kempton ~- Co's 
store. Being caught by accident, I had to sustain the ":-~ight of 
750 pounds, ,vhich strained the sine,vs of 1ny arms and ca~1sed 
me to lose 1ny strength. I t1·ied three doctors, but they did me 
no good. The strength -of my arn1s ,vas gone. • Raviug. heard 
so 'much of Lansingburgh, I ca1J].e and gathered up the. lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, called the old n1en1bers together. and 
took· new ones in. I?avid Van Vranken · Vias th~ onlr: trust~, 
left whose time had not expired, he having been elec,ted in 1860 
to serve seven years. All the other tr~1stees resigned• in 1864, 
in minister Dean's time. - -This can•: be prov~d by the .()ath-_of_ 
S;7lvester }1ount, Emory Tilman and many others. I \Vent .to 
J runes Hall,_ and told him I had .come to pay ~11 the debts of the 
<ihurch, and rebuild it, or .build a ne-w one. I asked him the
amount of his debt. Some of the youpg 1nen of __ the. Sabbath 
School told me that James Hall said they could have the churcl1 
until April, and then he ,vas going to t~ke it hiµiself, because it:· 
O-\ved him $100 or $200 .. He sh<;wed me the deed these me~. 
l1ad giv_en them. I told him not to· go .to any of the members. 
I saw "fro1n his talk there was .a jar. -l gave out my, Jubilee- to 
come off on the 21st of April; :LS67. Hall came: to my house, 
and told· 1ne. I had better stop my Jubilee. :He _said the church 
o-wed h_im• about $70, and he would sell me a piece of ground_
for -$200 and. give me a clea;r deed. When I_ ca~e to pry int<>·· 
the matter,· he told me that after he gave up the agency .f9r the· 
Methodist Church, he and six men for1ned themselves into &: 

Presbyterian board and elected: trustees, :without incorporatio:µ,, 
13,nd w~nt to Jpe.;p~:blio, ~:pi!_ go.~. _th_e mwey -~ij4 •kcnigbt:iAAti 

' . 
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piec~ of·gronnd· where ·Benjamin Mason lives, ·corner of Hoosi,ck 
streets and Whipple_Avenne. I asked hirn ho"', he· could give 
1ne a clear deed, ·when it ,v-as bought for church property, and he 
said he was agent, and it ·was deeded over to hiin and W a1ter 
B11ckley. · I haYe "\\"ent since to the County docket and have 
found two church properties in Lansirigburgh deeded over to 
these two men, J an1es Hall -and Walter Buekley. I ,vish every 
o~e to take notice that both these -church properties have got 
dwellings on thern. This is the way it ,vas ,vith the ground on 
which the A. M. E. Church stands, J a1rieS Hall getting these 
men, four months after the ,. property ,vas transferred over for 
the church, to deed it to him, before they ,vere incorporated. 
Here is another church property corner of Hoosick street and 
Whipple Avenue, before incorporation, deeded over to James 
Hall and Walter Buckley. Both of these properties have had 
agents traveling to the public, begging 1noney to build a Meth
odist church and a Presbyterian church, and neither one of them 
has got' the ,vhole of their property,-the Methodist ~hnrch ha\~ .. 
ing: only 20 by 36½ feet clear, until the Supre1ne Court decide on· 
the illegal deed. 
· • I told James Hall that the laws of this State did not allow 

men to ·collect money under false pretences, and going to the 
p1iblic getting money and buying property, and deeding it over 
to one or-two individuals; and he said if we bought the other 
lot where Mason lived, of him, and paid hin1 $200, he would 
give us the $70 we owed him, and let us have the use of the old 
church one- -vear until we could build. I mentioned it to se-ye-., . . 

ral ;· William '\V a1lace said, ' go · o_n with the Jubilee,' and if that 
ground was going to that. church, he was chair~nan of the Pres
bjTterian Board, and asked who would get the $200 that ~-as 
paid. I "told him that Hall said he could give me a clear deed.' 
He . denied; it~. I told him I-Ia11 said the Board was broken _up; 
he· -told .1ne- to go · on, and if ·that property was given to our· 
chnrch,-the church should have it without pay, foi· the 1noney 
was-got·from ·the public for a Prtsbyterian church, and he was 
Ch~irina'fi·of that Boa.rd. ·.t gave-:nbtice -that we wa.rite4;moriey; 



to pay the debts. I "·ent to work, and the trustees passed a 
resolution that I ,vas to have 25 per cent. for collection ; and if 
I had taken 1ny per centage, I would have had about $180. 
But I put it all in, for J an1es Hall sued 1ne several tin1es ; they 
tried to have the church sold. I have collected fro1n the white 
and colored friends and paid $780.89; and also $55 on the 
organ, making in all $835.89. I have given in all rny last 
year's labor to save the church. lVIany persons in the. village 
said they had paid so 1nuch towards the church, and still no 
church had been built or rebuilt. But "rhen I showed the1n the 
condition, and how men had gone to the public, collecting money 
and buying ground to put d,ve1ling houses on, I intended to 
show these acts to the public," if it had- have been the whitest 
man in the world or the blackest 1nan, for I ·was deter111ined to 
make this thing plain, if I should lose 1ny life on that account. 
God showed me the whole thing one year before I ,vould con1e. 
No minister could stay a long time, · because there were n1en 
kept in the Trustee board on J. Hall's s"ide, against God and the 
church. Men I ,vas told would go out of the class-meeting and 
out .,of the pulpit and go to the ga1nbling table. But God so 
ordered it that in 1864 all bnt one resigned. The ver_y one that 
God designed to not resign ,vas David \' an Vranken, and he 
held the incorporation until he nominated his successors. The 
Trustee line of this church has never been broken since the 
church was incorporated in 1846. James Hall bas not been a 
member of that church, but ·belonged to· a· Presbyterian church 
in Troy, and had no right 'to the name of the Colored 1Iethodist 
Zion, and only wanted it to · confirm his illegal deed, as he re
ceived it in that nan1e. 

When Mr. Brockway, the 1nan that built t,he church~ sa,v how 
James Hall had got the church involYed, and I sho"red hirn the 
two incorporations, one of then1 by the 1ninister-in-charge and 
the membei:s, and that one the. oldest, and how the doors were 
closed against the members and minister-in-charge by persons 
not belonging to the church, he went· before Justice Neary and 

2 
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sai<l he ,vou1d take a1i oath that · ,vhen these men paid. the re-· 
1nainder of the three hundred dollars, they i::;aid they were trus- · 
tee~ and bought it for the church, else he would never have 
transferred the lease nor the church. • He ga v:e me. a · new lease,. 
and stated that Frisby "\Vay fir£t rented the church for the so
cietv . ., 

The fo110Yving are the old members . of the : Qhnrch : Frisby 
Way has been a n1ember 26 years, Diana Vincent about 20 
years, David Van V ran ken, 20 ; Sophia Van Buren, 20 ; Har
riet Fields, about 20 ; J an1es Callahan, about 16 ; John 1'Iott, 
about 1.2, and Elizabeth Van Buren about 17 years. 
· I went to Jacob Lansing's carpenter .. shop, and ~ sho-\ved, him 
the copy of the lease fro1n · the Oo:unty Docket. He saw his 
grandn1other's nan1e on it. I put hi1n to work. He said Ben
ja1nin Jv[ason· can1e to hi111, and said for hiin .not• to touch th3it 
church, as he had a lien ou it, and he would put an. injunction 
on it. But they did-not kno\v that this :was 1ny fifteenth church, 
and that I had s01ne experienc~ in: Jaw· matters,_ .h~ving, pleaded 
cases in Dele,vare State, 111y hon1e, ~lthough it.was. a slav~ S~ate-, 
and I the only colored rnan that ,vas ever. knowp. t()_pl~ad a .c~~ 
of inquisition in that State, against one of the so-called SDla.rt~t 
]a,vyers in the State, aud beat hin1 .. · One_ of the _ lawyers .of' 
Troy that I en1ployecl to stand for the clefenee of this . church, 
(Mr. Runkle, finn of Rnnk1e '--\3" Flagg,) will tell, you tha.~:4~· 
heard me plead a case at the ba_r. against a man by. th~, 1,1ame: of 
HickR, and beat hi1n ,; and· it has only cost the church $1.0 fqr .law~ 
yer~sfees since I took the charge. • I -did the busine~s:o(a.JaVfYe:r,~ 
and I had clerks \Vriting at night to bring things. all-;right~_:.: _!;,.<> .. 

The building ,vent np. The gentleman that 'Yro~e: l)UJ -~~:i-;-1:>-i 
scription paper, and . put, his na1ne down first, ,vas. QpL_ ;f:9~¾1/8..
.Fake. On that paper I collected seven .. 4undr~4. clqH~r~.-:-, :~t 
see1ned that nearly all the colored pe-ople were __ ag~-i:P.~tn~~Jq:r R-~:· 
covering this dirt. Every one of. them, -see1p~9- _:f;9;-:i,,~a;n;t:tp~~-P~,.;~
Presbyterian. I had some of the richest: n:1ep. ~DJ/l)~~M)!~clj-~:\ 
sing burgh for; my: friends, _and Go,.ts~:qgjµg.~-e~; ¼· ~~!~1f 

,vas guided adght. 
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}frs~ Sylvester 1~£onnt said to me; '' l\:Ir. · Wright, do_ not 
get 1ny husband shot or killed, for lvirs. Hall said if he put his 
foot ori that gi·ound if IIall vvould load the pistol she would shoot 
hi111~"· · It see1ned that she bla1ned ~fount for getting Hall in 
this, because lvlonnt ,vas to convert the church into a d·welling 
for hi111. :Wir. l\iount told rne that I-:Iall said i't belonged to hin1 ; 
that the trGstees had sold the ground to hi111, and he had so much 
against the church that it belonged to hin1 too. If any person 
looks at it right, they ,vill i1ot blarne lvionnt, as he has only· been 
here about nine years, and these acts have been done ever since 
1S4-:1: ; and other atte1npt to get 1noney for a pretended Presby
terian ChnrGh on the corner of vVhipple .. A. venue and Hoosic 
Street, has been going on about eight years. This act of Ha1l's, 
trying to get all the pro_perty in his hands, lVas pre111editated 
t,ventv-t'1"0 vears a,2.·o. Mrs. I-Iall 1nade her visits around to the 

CJ <I ~ 

,vi, .. es of our 1nen1bers and trustees, and endeavored to set the111 
against 1ne., and in n1any instances succeeded. According to 
law, having taken the chainnan seat ia the Trustee · Board, I 
·wonld go ,vhere I pleased on the gronnd, for I kn0,v it _rightly 
belonged to the ehurch. }fr. llount told 1ne the won1en ,ras so 
against 1ne that I had better go to the .saloon to get n1y 111eals. 
I told hi111 there ,vere t~vo places ,vhere the devil's agents could 
not go to hti.rt 1ne, that was to ]rf r. Ti1hnan's and to !frs. 'lin
cents. · I want every one to know the truth. I have papers to 
prov-e_ine clear in any court jn the United States. The reason 
of the di visions among the colored people in . Lansing burgh is 
that J an1es Hall's connections nurnber abont t,ventv-six in that .. 
place, and they ah·rays ,v-orked to n1ake trouble in the Methodist 
Church. There has been t-trenty-four }Iiriisters stationed there, 
I being the t,venty-fifth, and none of the1n could succeed 
there. 

I told the people they had seen ,,?hat 1nen could do, and no,v 
I would shovv them ,vhat God could do, and all that has been 
do1~e ·was told of before it was begun. I have plenty of ,vitnes
ses in Troy .and Lansingburgh to prove that is so, and now I 



12 

wiil see, by the help of God, that the ground around the church 
is as clear as the ground vt•here the church stands and see that 
the church pays the ground rent for the whole lot, 50 by 120 
feet, ,vhich ,vas leased to the church, and to the possession of 
,vhich she is entitled forever, by paying $11 per year. 

J ero1ne ~fott told the fore1nan_ of one of n1y best 1nen, lvir. 
Powers, ,vhere I expected to get 1ny 1nost 1noney, and the fore
man told ~fr. PO"wers, that the 1noney I ,vas collecting, I ,vas 
going to put in Court to keep Hall_ out of a just debt ; \vhen I 
ean prove that he, ( IIall) could ha ,·e got the n1oney ,vhen the 
judgen1ent ·was given in 1858, but he let it run near nine years, 
and then ,v<,1,nted interest. After he had received '$49, leaving 
$23 30 due hi1n, he took his oath that the church oi.ved hin1 
$63 98. Mr. Lyon said he took l1is oath before hirn that he no
tified the President of the Tru8tee Board, }fr. Tiln1an. Mr. 
Til1nan took his oath that he resigned -inside of three years, iu 
JSG-:1:, the. time tl1at Mount and Masoll, and all the other trustees 
but one resigned. Mrs. Mount said she \\~as there, and Mrs. 
Gifford ,vas there, and I have got three or ·four persons o·aths to 
that effect. vVhen he found that he ,vas non-suited, he sho,ved 
his act of incorporation, and the la,~:yer· asked him ·where ,vas 
his church, and he belonging to the Presbyterian church of 
Trov. 

ol 

I.Iall got out an execution the ninth of May, 1867, ,vhich ·was 
not "'"Orth t\YO cents, as the judgen1ent ·was over five years old, 
and could not be revived only by the permit of the Court, and 
he knew· that if he sun11noned the party in the church, he had to 
go through a trial, so he took an o~ith that ~Ir: Tilman ·was 
President of the Board of Trustees, and ,vent to the Court and 
got a perrnit ti·orn the Judge to get the execution, not telling the 
Jnchre that he had one exec~ution out alreadY. I went and told 

~ ~ 

the Judge, and the Clerk said he \Vunld nut let an~Jther out, be-
cause there ,vas one out and not retur11ed, and the Sheriff cauld 
not return it, fr>r there was prt:>pel'ty. It \\·a=, not. in the Sheriff's 
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hands until I sent the · Sheriff for it, and he sent his '"'Deputy
Sherifr: I-Iall had it ne·ar four months. 

J ero1ne Mott and others said the church ,vould be taken away 
,vhen r got it done. They did not knO'w that I ·was born under 
the Venus Star, with five fingers on each hand, and that Goel 
·would sho~N n1e even the secrets of their hearts. If I ,vas not 
inspired, I ·would never preach. 2d Ti1nothy, 3 : 16; Job, 32: 8. 

Let 1ne say to the ministers, if yon do not get but a cup of 
cold ,:vater and a piece of bread, do not cover up the n1isdeeds of 
any man or ,vo111an. This has been the trouble. When a 1ninis
ter \Yonld strike at the root of the evil, thev ,vou1c1 not keen 

~ ~ 

hin1. God sho\ve<l 1ne that the ,vork could not b~ done, except 
by .taking n1y 1ne1nbership to Lansing burgh, and leaving 1ny 
fa1nily in Troy, where :rny \Yife knev,~ ladies ,v-ho gave her \York, 
and she has sustained n1e, the church only paying 1ne enough for 
:tour n1onths rent, 1ny travelling expenses, and a fe-w dollars for 
something to eat . 

. 
By the help of the Lord, I stopped all proceedings in the hands 

of the J udQ.'e Sheriff and Countv Clerk have o-ot the church re-
..., ' .; ' ::, 

built, and paid fr>r, and thank God, if I li Ye, I an1 ready in the 
Spring for anothei~ campaign to eject J an1es Ii all off the church 
property. If he had but one church property deeded to hiib it 
,vonld not look so bad, but he has t\vo. Persons say I have not 
been to to the College to study for the 1ninistry, and this is the ..__, . . 
reason they do not ,vant 1ne. I ·wish to say that I never ,vent to 
school one day in 1ny life. I \Vent to Led not knov~-ing how· to 
read in the Bible, and the next 1norning I could r~ad any chap
ter in the Book. I have been a s~holar in Chrisfs se.hool, learn
ing ho\v to uncover dirt, ±or nearly twenty-t-,vo years, and could 
have been in the itinerancy over fifteen years ago, Lut I cannot 
eover up dirt. This is the first charge I ever ,vonld take, out -of 
fifteen ehurehe_s I ha've built or rebuilt, and I have prea~hed over 
t,venty years. · l\lany things traveling n1inisters often co--rer up or 
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leav·e, lit:e Lansing burgh, .but here is-one- that will not, if I have 
to beg n1y ,vay to I-Iea·ven~s gate. 

''Be y~ holy," "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God." 

Rev. JACOB P. WRIGHT, 
AUTHOR. 


