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- Frisby Way and others with him had held meetings in their
houses from time to time, for some years previous to 1841. In
the meantime, & society ecalled the Society of Methodists had
taken and leased a lot in Whipple Avenue, (then called Pitt
street,) above North street, and built a house of woiship. The
lot was 50 feet front and rear by 120 feet deep. In the course
‘of time they could not pay for it; and a scclety of Wesleyan
Methodists from Troy took the lease and house out of their
hands. The Wesleyans becoming involved, and finding they
could not pay for it, finally transferred: the property and lease to
‘Mr. Brockway; Whleh lease was to the church forever by paying
$11 a year. |

Frlsby Way went to Mr. Brockway and rented the church.
At last they concluded to buy the church for $300, and James
Hall was made agent of the church, but was not a member or
trustee, as they thought. They paid Hall his percentage for
collecting for them. The Church paid in instalments. At last
James Hall, John Dorsey and Jacob Brown paid the remaining
money on the chureh, telling Mr. Brockway they were Trustees
of the Colored Methodist Zion Chnrch. These men were not
members or trustees, for they were not incorporated. The law
says they are not mempmated until entered on the County
docket. - On the word of these men ‘to Blockwa) that the eol-
ored society’s name was what they said, he transferred the lease;
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with the church,—for the membership, as he thought. Before
the church was paid for these men who thought they were trus-
tees let James Hall and Daniel ‘A. Oliver put a house on part
of the church lot, by pavmcr 86 a year, the church to pay 85 a
year. Against this, Frishy Way and other members, who knew
the property was leased to the Church, and $3C0 paid for it, re-
monstrated, as they thought they could pay $11 a'vear. Frisby
Way saw how things was, and the minister-in-charge and mem-
bers saw how these men who were not members were taking the-
power out of the Church’s hands, and four months after these
men received the property from AMr. Brockway, they released
~and deeded and sold, for one dollar,-forever, to James Hall, all
the ground round the church, only where I have since rebuilt.
These are the men that did this, and took away all the ground
round the church, and were not trustees ; and if they had have
been they could not have released or sold unless the members
all gave their consent, and procured a permit from a Judge of
the Supreme Court. Jacob Brown, John Dorsey, Daniel A.
Oliver, and H. J. McRogers, were the men that sold this prop-
erty f01 $1, and Mr. Oliver told me that James Hall never pai
that $1. . This was done Sept. 6, 1844, |
A contention weat on about the hname of the chhrch The
outside part} wanted it called the Colmed MethOdlbt Zion
Church.” The members, and Frisby Way, and the minister-in-
icharcre wanted it named the “African M. E. Chuvch ?  These
men, Lnow ing the ground around the church had been leased
and bO].d away in the name of the Colored Methodist Zion
Chur ch which was 1 mt mcorﬂor?fed tried to get that name.—
The minister-in-charge, and h'lsbv \Vav and the members, see-
ing how things were going on, gave out notice in the church of
a trustee election, 15 dcus notlce according to law, When the
day of election came, the church dOO]a were closed against the
minister and membelz, and Irishy Way, Who was one of the
trustees that had been formed inr 1843, but were not incorporated.
Nevertheless the election went on in Fllbb} Way’s house, under
the diseetion of the minister-in-charge, and- the three trustees
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were elected in 1846.: Frisby Way was -the first :masi.who
rented the church from Brockway for the membership; and paid
James Hall his percenta\_e for collecting for themm. When:they
came back to the church, Frisby Way and Philip: Owens went
and got the Society incorporated, May 19, 1846, one.month be-
fore James Hall got the Colored Methodist Zion incorporated.
Hall was not a member of the church, you will-take notice,
but knowing that if that name was not incorporated he could
not hold the ground around the church, which had: been deeded
to him, he and Jacob Brown set their hands and seals August
12th, 1842, and after taking the books and papers from the
church, goes up June 24, 1846, and gets the.Colcred Methodist
Zion Churech incorporated. But, thank God, he was one month
nd five days behind time on the County docket.

About the. year 1857, the church boarded minister Butler at
James Hall’s. Butler-told me that as soon as he found James
Hall wanted to turn the Church into a Presbyterian Church, he
told it out, and had to leave his house. The church ‘owed Hall
for Butler’s board for 82 weeks at 2 per tweek. Hall sued the
church, but was non-suited, by not bringing the suit against
Frisby Way, as President of the Board of Trustees. - Hall suéd
again, William Wallace swearing to' the contract, and havi ng
F rlsby Way's name on the summons, he got Judcrment in 1858.
‘Frisby offered him the money, £72.30. He refused "to take it,
on the plea that he was afraid l‘ms’by Way would close’ the
church. I have taken an affidavit that the  Justice did saV he
‘remembered the money, ‘but did not remember the’ circumstance,
and I have ‘three or four affidavits to prove that the money was
offered to him in 1858, when judgment was enter ed. I will give
you the reasor why be would mot take it.: He had not at that
time morigaged his house to buy the soil, as it was’ Teased to the
church forever, and he was afraid to rer on the illegal deed
these vutsiders gave ham and he had ot Been on the property,
twenty years, so if his deed would fail he ‘could fall back:on' the
name ‘squatter,” for he never bonglit the. soil’ until’ 1866 ~<MZ.
Judson told me he said he wounld: have ~the~pro‘berty in‘Ris‘own
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‘hands;-he knowing that he could not re-enter unless he owned
-the soil, and him being on the ground; if he owned the ground,
according to thelease he could get all the property, church and
-all; without paying one cent, and only $23.30 against the church
before he bought the soil, for he undertook -to k eep things out of
sight. July 28, 1863, Munstel Silas Oliver, agent for the church,

paid him $30 ; May 21, 1864, Sylvester .ﬂoam paid him $19 on

‘the judgment; leaving only $23.30 against the church. He was
not entitled to:the interest of this monev, for he refused the

money when he was offered it by the right party. If any per

son thinks James IIall has kept the church and paid the ground
rent, the contrary can be proved by going to Mr. Judson’s book.
Hall, when these men let him put his house on the church lot,
was to pay $6 per year of the ground.rent, and I, Wright, was
going to pay him back the ground rent he had paid, but the law
says not, that as long as he has been on that lot he should pay
his rent, and he could then be ejected by those who held the
lease. His book, will show that James Hall has paid all the rent
for nine years at §11-per year,—$354 for himself, and $45 for the
church. Frisby Way and David Van Vrauken, both trustees
and members of the chureh, paid the ground rent for both Hall
and the church for seven years;. $35 for the church and $42 for
Hall, thus leaving the chirch 3in debt to him. I told him that
ke said to me he would give the church that 83. This is what F
told him after I had went down to Mr. Judson’s office, and Mr.
Walter Buckley gave me these figures from the book. So you
see the church paid him. $42 of his remt.  This paid up for
'.Wh-at ‘he paid for the church- [ i y him giv-
ing the church §3. James Hall paid all the rent from 1843 to
1853 ; Frisby Way and David Van Vranken paid from 1853 to
1860, and.the rent ran on until -1866, when James Hall mort-
gaged his honse to buy the soil, and paid up the ground rent
that, was back. So you see 1nscea,d of Mr. Judson recelvmg the
rent that the lease calls for, it.leaves James Hall to receive such
rent. .That is the only privilege the lease gives, and if the rent
is; not: paid the owper can rezenter, and_if there is.not_furniturg
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enouch in’'the-church to pay’it, the -whole preperty comes back
to the owner. You can judge whether James Hall had this in
view or not when he bonght the soil. .

I took the charge March 21, 1867, and became a member
there, transferring my membership from the Seventh Street
Church, Troy, having seen visions and God telling me that I
had to do the work that was to be done in Lansingburgh. = I re-
fused, but e made me go, revealing my duty by an accident
which happened to me while at work in Snow, Kempton & Co’s
store. Being caught by accident, I had to sustain the weight of
750 pounds, which strained the sinews of my arms and caused
me to lose my strength. I tried three doctors, but they did me
no good. The strength of my arms was gone. - Haviug heard
so much of Lansingburgh, I came and gathered up the. lost sheep
of the house of Israel, called the old members together and
took new ones in. David Van Vranken- was the only: trustee.
left whose time had not expired, he having been elected in 1860
to serve seven years. All the other trustees resigned in 1864,
in minister Dean’s time.. This can- be proved by the .cath-of
Sylvester Mount, Emory Tilman and many others. I went to
James Hall, and told him I'had come to pay all the debts of the
church, and rebuild it, or build a new one. I asked him the
amount of his debt. Some of the young men of the. Sabbath
School told me that James Hall said they could have the church
until April, and then he was going' to take it himself, because it
owed him $100 or $200. He showed me the deed these men.
had given them. I told him not to go to any of the members.
I saw from his talk there was a jar. - I gave out my Jubilee to
come off on the 21st of April; 1867. Hall came:to my house,
and told me.I had better stop my Jubilee. He said the church
owed him about $70, and he would sell me a piece of ground
for $200 and give me a ciear deed. When I came to pry into
the matter, he told me that after he gave up the agency for the
Methodist Church, he and six men formed themselves into a.
Presbyterian board and elected trustees, -without incorporation,
and went to the public, and got. the money -and bought that;
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piece of ‘ground where Benjamin Mason lives, corner of Hoosick
streets and Whipple Avenue. 1 asked him how le could give
me a clear deed, when it was bought for church property, and he
said he was agent, and it was deeded over to him and Walter
Buckley. I have went since to the County docket and have
found two church properties in Lansingburgh deeded over to
these two men, James Hall .and Walter Buckley. I wish every
one to take notice that both these church properties have got
dwellings on them. This is the way it was with the ground on
which the A. M. E. Chuarch stands, Jaimes Hall getting these
men, four months after the “property was transferred over for
the chmch, to deed it to him, before they were incorporated.
Here is another church property corner of Hoosick street and
Whipple Avenue, before incorporation, deeded over to James
Hall ard Walter Buckley. Both of these properties have had
agents traveling to the public, begging money to build a Meth-
odist church and a Presbyterian church, and neither one of them
has got the whole of their property,—the Methodist church hav.
ing: only 20 by 86% feet clear, until the Supleme Court decide on
uhe illegal deed.

-1 to]d James Hall that the laws of this State did not allow
men to coilect money under false pretences, and going to the
public getting money and buying property, and deeding it over
to one or-two individuals ; and he said if we bought the other
Jot where Mason lived, of him, and paid him €200, he would
give us the §70 we owed him, and let us have the use of the old
church one vear until we could build. I mentioned it to seve-
ral ; William Wallace said, ‘ go on with the Jubilee,” and if that
ground was going to that church he was chairman of the Pres-
byterlan Boald and asked Who would get the §200 that was
paid. I-told him that Hall said he could give me a clear deed.
He denied: it.. I told him Hall said the Board was broken up;
he -told me.to go on, and if that property was given to our
church, - the church should have it without pay, for the money
was got from the public for a Prcsbyterla,n church, and he was
Chmrma‘n of that Board. I gave.notice that we Wanted money:
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to pay the debts. I went to work, and the trustees passed a
resolution that I was to have 25 per cent. for collection ; and if
I had taken my per centage, I would have had about $180.
But I put it all in, for James Hall sued me several times ; they
tried to have the church sold. I have collected from the white
and colored friends and paid $780.89; and also $55 on the
organ, making in all $835.89. I have given in all my last
year’s labor to save the church. Many persons in the village
said they had paid so much towards the church, and still no
church had been built or rebuilt. But when I showed themn the
condition, and how men had gone to the publie, collecting money
and buying ground to put dwelling houses on, I intended to
show these acts to the public, if it had have been the whitest
man in the world or the blackest man, for I was determined to
make this thing plain, if I should lose my life on that account.
God showed me the whole thing one year before I would come.
No minister could stay a long time, - because there were men
kept in the Trustee board on J. Hall’s side, against God and the
church. Men I was told would go out of the class-meeting and
out-of the pulpit and go to the gambling table. But God so
ordered it that in 1864 all but one resigned. The very one that
God designed to not resign was David Van Vranken, and he
held the incorporation until he nominated his successors. The
Trustee line of this church has never been broken since the
church was incorporated in 1846. James Hall has not been a
member of that church, but belonged to a Presbyterian church
in Troy, and had no right to the name of the Colored Methodist
Zion, and only wanted it to confirm his illegal deed, as he re-
ceived it in that name. ~

‘When Mr. Brockway, the man that built the church, saw how
James Hall had got the church involved, and I showed him the
two incorporations, one of them by the minister-in-charge and
the members, and that one the, oldest, and how the doors were
closed against the members and minister-in-charge by persons
not belonging to the church, he went before Justice Neary and

2
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‘said he would take an oath that when these men paid the re-
mainder of the three hundred dollars, they said they were trus--
tees and bought it for the church, else he would never have
transferred the lease nor the church.  He gave me.a new lease,
and stated that I'risby Way first rented the church for the so-
ciety.

The following are the old members .of the ‘church : Frisby
Way has been a member 26 years, Diana Vincent about 20
years, David Van Vranken, 20 ; Sophia Van Buren, 20 ; Har-
riet Fields, about 20; James Callahan about 16; John Mot’c
about 12, and E]uabeth Van Buren about 17 years.

" I went to Jacob Lansing’s earpenter shop, and :showed. hlm
the copy of the lease from the County Docket. He saw his
grandmother’s name on it. I put him to work. He said Ben-
jamin Mason came to him, and said for him not- to touch that
church, as he had a lien on it, and he would put an injunction
on it. But they did-not know that this was my fifteenth church,
and that I had some experience in law matters, having pleaded
cases in Deleware State, my home, although it was a slave State,
and I the only colored man that was ever known to plead a case
of inquisition in that State, against one of the so-called smartest
lawyers in the State, and beat him. One of the lawyers of
Troy that I employed to stand for the defenee of this .church,
(Mr. Runkle, firm of Runkle & Flagg,) will tell. you that he
heard me plead a case at the bar against a man by the name. of

Hicks, and beat him ; and it has only cost the church $10 for law-
ver’s fees since 1 tooL the charge. . I.did the businessof a lawyer;
and I had clerks writing at mcrht to bring things all right,..

The building went up. The omntleman that wrote my - subw
seription paper, and put. his name down first, was Gol. JobmS.
Fake. On that paper I collected seven. hundred dpllarp. - 1%,
seemed that nearly all the colored people were against mefor yo-:
covering this dirt. Every one of them seemed to . want to. be. 2
Presbyterian. I had some of the richest, men in . Troy and; La,nx
singburgh for, my: friends, and God sending angels: to. attend me
was guided aright.
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Mus. Sylvester Mount said to me; ¢ Mr. Wright, do not
get my husband shot or killed, for Mrs. Hall said if he put his
foot on that ground if Hall would load the pistol she would shoot
him.”" It seemed that she blamed Mount for getting Hall in
this, because Mount was to convert the church into a dwelling
for him. Mr. Mount told me that Hall said it belonged to him ;
that the trustees had sold the ground to him, and he had so much
against the church that it belonged to him too. If any person
looks at it right, they will not blame Mount, a3 he has only been
here abeunt nine years, and these acts have been done ever since
1844 ; and other attempt to get money for a pretended Presby-
terian Church on the corner of Whipple Avenue and Hoosic
Street, has been going on about eight years. This act of Hall’s,
trying to get all the property in his hands, was premeditated
twenty-two years ago. Mrs. Hall made her visits around to the
wives of our members and trustees, and endeavored to set them
against me, and in many instances succeeded. According to
law, baving taken the chairman seat in the Trustee "Board, I
would go where I pleased on the ground, for I know it rightly
belonged to the church. Mr. Mount told me the women was so
against me that I had better go to the saloon to get my meals.
I told him there were two places where the devil’s agents could
not go to hurt me, that was to Mr. Tiilman’s and to Mrs. Vin-
cents. I want every one to know the truth. I have papers to
prove me clear in any court in the United States. The reason
of the divisions among the colored people in.Lansingburgh is
that James Hall’s connections number about twenty-six in that
place, and they always worked to make trouble in the Methodist
Church. There has been twenty-four Ministers stationed there,
I beihg the twenty-fifth, and none of them could succeed
there.

I told the people they had seen what men could do, and now

1 would show them what God could do, and all that has been
done was told of before it was begun. I have plenty of witnes-
ses in Troy and Lausingburgh to prove that is 80, and now I
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wiil see, by the help of God, that the ground around the church
is as clear as the ground where the church stands and see that
the church pays the ground rent for the whole lot, 50 by 120
feet, which was leased to the church, and te the possession of
which she is entitled forever, by paying 8§11 per year.

Jerome Mott told the foreman of one of my best men, Mr.
Powers, where I expected to get my most money, and the fore-
man told Mr. Powers, that the money I was collecting, I was
going to put in Comwrt to keep Hall out of a just debt; when I
can prove that he, (Hall) could have got the money when the
judgement was given 1n 1858, but he let it run near nine years,
and then wanted interest. After he had received $49, leaving
£23 30 due him, he took his oath that the church owed him
$63 93. Mr. Lyon said he took his oath before him that he no-
tified the President of the Trustee Board, Mr. Tilman. Mr.
Tilman took his oath that he resigned inside of three years, in
1864, the time that Mount and Mason, and all the other trustees
but one resigned. Mrs. Mount sald she was there, and Mrs.
Gifford was there, and I have got three or four persons oaths to
that effect. When he found that he was non-suited, he showed
his act of incorporation, and the lawyer asked him where was
his church, and he belonging to the Presbyterian church of
Troy.

Hall got oul an execution the ninth of May, 1867, which was
not worth two cents, as the judgement was over five years old,
and could not be revived only by the permit of the Court, and
he knew that it he summoned the party in the church, he had to
go through a trial, so he took an oath that Mr, Tilman was
President of the Board of Trustees, and went to the Court and
got a permit trom the Judge to get the execution, not telling the
Judge that he had one execution out already. T went and told
the Judge, and the Clerk said he would not let another out, be-
cause there was one out and not returned, and the Sheriff cauld
not return it, for there was property. It was not in the Sheriff’s
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hands until I sent the Sheriff for it, and he sent his Teputy-
Sheriff. Hall had it near four months.

Jerome Mott and others said the church would be taken away
when I'got it done. They did not know that I was born under
the Venus Star, with five fingers on each hand, and that God
would show me even the secrets of their hearts. If I was not
inspired, I would never preach. 2d Timothy, 3 :16; Job, 32: 8.

Let me say to the ministers, if you do not get but a cup ot
cold water and a piece of bread, do not cover up the misdeeds of
any man or woman. This has been the trouble. When a minis-
ter wonld strike at the root of the evil, they would not keep
him. God showed me that the work could not be done, except
by taking my membership to Lansingburgh, and leaving my
family in Troy, where my wife knew ladies who gave her work,
and she has sustained me, the church only paying me enough for
tfour months rent, my travelling expenses, and a few dollars for
something to eat.

By the help of the Lord, I stopped all proceedings in the hands
of the Judge, Sheriff and County Clerk, have got the church re-
built, and paid for, and thank God, if Ilive, I am ready in the
Spring for another campaign to eject James Hall off the church
property. If he had but one church property deeded to hita it
would not look so bad, but he has two. Persons say I have not
been to to the College to study for the ministry, and this is the
reason they do not want me. I wish to say that I never went to
school one day in my life. I went to bed not knowing how to
read in the Bible, and the next morning I could read any chap-
ter in the Book. I have been a scholar in Christ’s school, learn-
ing how to uncover dirt, for nearly twenty-two years, and could
have been in the itinerancy over fifteen years ago, but I cannot
cover up dirt. This is the first charge I ever would take, out of
fifteen churches I have built or rebuilt, and I have preached over
twenty vears. - Many things traveling ministers often cover up or
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leave, like Lansingburgh, but here is-one that will not, if I have
to beg my way to Heaven’s gate.

- “Be ye holy,” “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God.”

Rev. JACOB P. WRIGHT,

ATTHOR.



