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PREFACE. 

Tbe moderate ditltanCle of New Rochelle from the city 

of New-York, combinf'd with its other ad'l"antagea, jmtly 

entitle it to tbe l~e share of public patronage it now ea­

Jors. and which it i• hoped will be atill further inoc••IL 

To tboae penona who do not wish to enter tbe py aDd 

atenaiTe circlea of fashionable watt-ring plllCIN, Uaia de­

lightful •pot will afford all the enjoyments of l'ftirewent 

and tnnquillit)·; while the equ8lrian. I.be pedeltrian, tbe 

artiat. ar.d the an,lf"r. may Mre f'oiiow their respedne 

amuaementa. and be eqaally delighted with the romantic 

and picturaque forms of natatt. aided bJ the ph•·• 

ealbelu.tuDmtw or an, 





HISTORICAL SKETCH, 

AIID 

Gt'IDE TO NEW ROCHELLE. 

NEw Roc&ELLE is a neat and cheerful town in 
lbe County of "'.'est Chester, State of New-York, 
18 ruiles north-east of New-York, and 10 from 1be 
baJf shire town of \loite Plains. It is agreeably 
aituated near the banks of Long Island Sound, 
and commands extensive ,·ie•·s of its waters. 
This town formerly constituted a portion of tbe 
Manor of Pelham, till it was purcbued by the 
Hugooots in 1689, through the agency of GOY. 
Leisler,• of Jobn Pell, proprietor of the Manor. 
The tract consisted of six thousand one huDdred 
icres, which they settJed, aod called NEW Bo­
CB&LLE, after their native city La Rochelle in 
France, the capital of the ~partmebl of Lo'ftl' 
Cbarente. 

• ,,_ wtaw. ..... die ....... ,,, .... _, - .. -· ..... L_ !·dle►W &&!II ._ ........... _ada191 
ttlllilla11--._._.,_. Bilaae·11rr ... N C ••..._• 
...,.,Ml.Cha[ s!ll, ... iliss 1■1113& I ....... ..., . .. 
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THE INDIANS. 

The aboriginal proprietors of the soil were the 
SrwAsors,• a tribe of the mighty Mohegan na­
tion, originally called )luhbckanew, or the Seven 
Tribes on the Sea Coast, t olheA·ise called Mo­
higgans by the 1-:uglish, and 1'1ahicanders, or 
River Indians, by the low Dut<:h.! "The coun­
try between the banks of the Connecticut river 
and the Hudson," says Baucroft, "was possesaed 
by independent villages of the Mohegans, kindred 
with the Manhattans, "-hose few smokes once 
arose amidst the forest on ~ew-York island."§ 
Our native Sachems, also, appear to have been 
closely united to the rcno•·ned and warlike Pe­
quota of Connecticut; for, at an early date, we 
find the Mohegan nation and the Pequots,11 (in a 
grand council for keeping their land entire,) agree­
ing to a grand matri moo ial alliance between 
U ncas, a chieftain of the royal blood of the Pe­
quots, and a daughter of Tatobam!l, a son or tbe 
Sachem, l\·opegwosit, and there is little doubt 
that the Mohegan nation, of which our Snr.1.l'toT• 
were but a tribe, recognized the supremacy of tbe 
ParJo~ ; for in 177 4 the go.ernment of Con-

• !If. Y. Hill. Soc., 11119eriel, T'ol I., pp.•••· 
t Ditto lat 8a'ie9, Vol. IL. p. ta. 
: N. Y. Hilt-,llf Seriel. Toi. 1. p. •· 
t aucrvft'1 llilt. U. S., Vol Ill.. p. •· 
• N•1ula■ -•• Hif'. ~-.~-
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necticut officially stated that the title of the lands 
of that state were vested in the Pequots, and that 
their grand Sachem, Sasacus, had under him 
twenty-six Sachems, and that their territory ex­
tended froan X&rraeaansetts to Hudson's river, and 
over all Long Island, then inhabited by the fierce 
aud warlike l\Iatouwacs. 

There is good proof from the quantities of oyster 
and clam beds to be found along the banks of the 
sound, that our sea shores and bays must baYe 
been favourite fishing grounds with the Indians,• 
while our woods and fields attest the existence of 
bunting grounds by the number of arrow-beada 
found in every direction. 

Since the year 1689, our Indians have been 
gradually diminishing before the approach of ci­
vilizalion, and are now represented by the Bro­
therton Indians of this state, and the Mohegans 
and Stonington Indians of Connecticut ;t the 
only remnant of the mighty Muhhekaoew, or the 
river tribes on the t1ea•coast. t In the year 1687, 
just after the d~truction of the Mohawk castles 
by the Fren~ Governor D9nj~n advi~§ the fire 

• Yitllia a...,,-~ pericNI tllete haw been oW pe,_ '"-· ... 
....W ~le,r,t wlaera DatfflPuft•• Neck 1rU rm-eft4 bJ IINlia TillaeN. 

• ~- Y. Hut. Soc .. 19t Seriea. Vol. D., p.a. 
z 8ee .,__._ a..tteer, wllicll .epa ,1111111 Mllaal a ••• _,..._ 

trm u DOW esiefiac~ lld:ect.a1 at•. tJr · ,- •• ........ .._ 
I c.t.•• llil:t. .rdle Fift Jif&d 11, Vel. L, p. a 
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nations to open a path for all the North Indians 
and Mobicanders, (or river Indians,) that were 
among the Ottav.-ay and other nations, and to use 
every endea,·our to briu~ them home. Even as 
late a.~ I GS9 the India us were in the habit of com­
iogidown into the lower part of Scar~dale, from 
the neighbourhood of lfhitc Plains, for a cider 
frolic; which they considered as a kind of quit­
rent for their ri,d,ts as ancient proprietors of the 
soil. The late llrs. I..e Count, an inhabitant of 
the town. who lil·ed to the extraordinary age cl 
I 05, recollt'cted .. •·hen a ~irl of eight or ten years 
old, frequently bei11g fr~teoed by them on: going 
to ICbool. 

INDIANfBURYINQ .GROUND. 

THE point of land in Pelham called originally 
Annhook'" Xrck, is the· ancient burfaJ-place of 
our natiYe S1w.tNOY8. 

Many pav~ or mounds are to be found acat­

tefed around near the water's edge, on the f,lopetty 
of the late Geo~ Rapalye. E!4«Jr. This spot hi 
COTered by a fin~ \\,-".J. l.~ ing neariy at the head 
'"an opP-n ~k rendP,red always accessible (or 

boats at any stale of the tide. 
At tbe extreme point of lbi!a beautiful neck. 

Offrlonking a maanificent bay (which needs no 
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description to recommend its scenery) are situat­
ed the gra,·es of the S1wANOt's sachems; chiefs 
of the 1nighty llohegan nation, 

" \\" ho. for courage bold ; for thin~ warreegan 
,. \\"ere the glol")' of all Mohe;:an:'• 

Two graves, in particular, are still pointed out 
as coutaiuing the remains of the tw·o last native 
chief~, who lh·ed to an advauced age and held 
intercourse •·ith their European invaders. Tbe 
names of these Sachem:; were llimbam and 
Anohook. 

THE HUCONOTS, 

Or French Protestants, came directly from Eng­
land, and •·ere a part of the 50,000 persecuted 
who fled into that country four yean, before the re­
vocation of the celebrated edict of N utes. Tbis 
is confirmed by the Charter of Trinity Church in 
New Rochelle, wherein they specify that "they 
led from France in 1651.., The point on Da­
venport's Neck, called Baufl"et·s Point, is said to 
be the spot where they fir~t landed. 

They contiuued to arri,·e from England, u far 
u can be ascertained, till the year I 700, for tbere 
is still preserved in the Bonnett family a pueport 
(&om the Mayor of Bristol, ia England, of dm 

- --... .... c .......... .,,,u .. , ......... 
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date,) lo their II l'cestor Daniel Bonnett, " which 
certifies the bearer thereof to be very well known 
to persons of credit and repute of the French 
refugees in Bristol, a :French Protestant himself, 
of good repute, and who bad li\·ed there ten 
years.'' On his arril-al here he purchased land 
of BarthoJome~· Le Roux, one of the first settlers. 

For some time all the exertions the Hugonots 
could make, men, "·omen and children united, 
were necessary to prepare the land for cultiva­
tion, and enable thc1n to ~-iy for its purchase, 
which their penac,·erance at last accomplished. 

NEw RocHEI.L£ at an early period \\U a place 
of some resort. not only for the acquirement of 
the French language, but on account of the hospi­
tality and politene.~ of its inhabitants. 

For t•·o generation~ the llugonots of this town 
appear to han! pre~n·ed, in its purity, the French 
language; thus te.4ltifying thc:r natural attacbmeat 
to their native land, the st-pukhre of their fore­
fatberA, and to which perhaps they cher~ tbe 
hope of a return. But their caU9e was doomed 
never to survive the surrender of old La Rochelle, 
tbe city tbat bad aiways stood iinniy anached to 
the reformed interests. This city .S-orded, ia 
16'72, an asylum for tbe sunivors of the bloody 
ma1•acre of SL Bar1bolomew. It wu bere tbeJ 
i11aed lbeir famous dec1aralioa mtiag dae a8iaa 
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to be one of unheard of cn1elty, and bidding defi­
ance lo their enC'mies, the House of Guise, "and 
it was here they armed a11d fortified themselves, 
trusting in a just cause and to the favour of Hea­
ven. For nine months they foubrht most gallantly 
in defence of La·Rocbelle, killing 4U,OOO of their 
enemi~~~ "·ho bcsfoged tht:an with the strongest 
and mightiest army of France without success. 
• .\gain in 1627 it made it-. Ja. ... t and e,·er memora­
ble stand for the cause of the Hugouots. 

"And it anay ~dy be said that this mighty city 
would never ha Ye fallen, { such was the undaunted 
heroism of the Rochelloi~ themselves,) bad it not 
been for the powerful minded genius of Cardinal 
Richelieu .. •·ho plann~d and f'Xecuted such a 
mighty work against i~ that in gigantic extent 
it has been compared hy hi!'toriaos to the similar 
one executed by Alexander the Great before TJl'e. 
The 1,o•·erful mind of Ricbielicu saw at a glance 
that it •-as usel~s to carry on the longest siege 
against the city of La Rochelle, whilst a free 
communication remained opened to the sea on 
which the towu was situatPd. He therefore 
closed the mouth of their cba1111el by the erection 
of a prodigious mole 4482 feet across the harbour 
with a central opening. The fra1ne work of lb~ 
mole consisted of huge piles, which was filled up 
with 81one1'. 11nd 60 bnlk1' !'tlnk with lbe sa.me ma-



12 

terial for the purpose of buttress~. One arm of 
this immense dyke overlapped the other, so that 
the ~ntrance instead of being in front was lateral: 
a stockade of piles interlaced with chains effectu­
aUy stopped the pa."'~,ge. This work he complet• 
ed aud defended by 45,ooo 1nen, \\·bile forty 
pieces of cannon on the one shore and twenty­
five ou the other flanked the approaches ; and the 
narrow pa.~sage iu its ceutre (of 150 feet,) guard­
ed by a ftotilla of ,·essels. ''* 

Their Euglish friends made some strong ef­
forts in their behalf hv sea; but in vain. Yet 

~ 

neither the bitterne~s of their disappointments, nor 
the death of their friends, could diminish the 
conliltancy of tbP Rochelloi!I. In !otpite of disease 
and famine they declined to "urrender; until the 
famine, accon!ing to th.,ir own account-, b<-gan 
to he horrihl(', • and dt'ath carried off its three 
hundred ,·ictim11 a dav: their hou~e~ filled with . 
p-.tly corpse~, they were unable to bury their 
dead. The miserable Rochellois, reduced from 
15,00U so•1ls to less than one-third of that num­
ber, now beat a parley~ and submitted to Riche­
lieu's terms, October 28th, A. I>. 1628. Such wu 
the la.-.:t and most famous seige of old La Ro-

• Mletilef'• Hilit. • .,.__ Relipaa ill Flwe, V• Ill, p. 111. 

"•"-""''Nition. 
• 8•&1-. Hilt. Rd,rm. Retipoa, p. N1. 
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cbelle, which was followed by an edict that (or ever 
annihilated its independence and violated the 
conditions upon whieh it surrendered to its ene­
mies. When the heroic G uitoo, its govemor, 
heard of the extinction of his dignity, he exclaim­
ed against such perfidy with bitterness ; " llad I 
known (he said) that the kiug would have failed 
in bis promise~ be might have entered the city, 
but not while a single man remained alive witbia 
its circuit.,,. 

The Roman ~adlolic religion was now declared 
the established faith, and the Hugonot Church 
conYerted into a Romish Cathedral. Witb the 
surrender of La Rochelle were extinguished tbe 
chief hopes of the reformed. For a short period 
they revived under the favourable government of 
Cardinal Mazarin, prime minister of Rrance; 
but on bis death io 1661, and the acce•ioa of 
Louis XIV. to die French throne, they 6aal17 8Uak. 
To enter into the minute particulars of tbi9 disu­
trodl period is Dot the object or tbi. small work ; 
suffice it to say, that now commenced a renewal 
of all the outrageous proceedings of former yeua. 
Commi.iooers -ere aeot into all tbe pro•ineee to 
di,posws the reformed of all they held, u citizeu; 
noebiag now awaited them but fines, humiliation 

• ......,..Jlill_ 11,1,._ ........ ,,.. 
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and poYerty. Troops of soldiers were quartered 
among them, who inflicted the most horrid bar­
barities, while others scoured the country and 
dragooned men into false confessions. And not 
only this, but hundreds "·ere condemned to the 
galleys and sent to the French provinces in 
America. One of their o•·n 1nioisters, Jeurieu, 
inforn1s us that a friend of his saw a great num­
ber of men at Aries fastened to the horses, under­
neath, by means of cords, followed by long car1I 

filled with naen and women tied by their waists to 

the carts! and these were carried to Marseilles to 

be sent t~ • .\merica; others ~crain were sent to tbe 
islands of Amc:rica in the king's ships, to be sold, 
like alavea, to those '!ho would give most for 
them.• 

"Now it was, that, despairing of repoee arouD4 
their native hearths, whole families in France 
aougbt a foreign ~ylum, and emigration wa 
encouraged by other Protc .. tant states, who ~ 
preciated and sympathized with their misfortun• 
England took the lead ill this work of charity. 
King Cbarles II. graoted letten ot deoizatiaa 
mued in COllllCil under tbe great aeal ; auurea 
tbe exiles tbat at tlae next meeting of Parliamell& 
lie would iatrocluce a bill by which they aboalcl • 

.,,, ............ 14411• 
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IUlltura ized; relieYed them at the moment from im­
rtation duties, aud pa,.sport fees ; and encourag­

voluntary contributions for their support.',. 
e Hugonots of this town were a few of th<>&e 

xiles who accepted this royal offer; and after­
-•rt1,s, under the patronage of that governanent, 
a>urcn&SE~ aud settled here in 1689. Yet amid all 

e hardships and suffering incident to a laborious 
ife in an uncultivated and strange country, 
ey wrote to their friends in France, expressing 
ir gratitude to bea\·en for the advantages they 

njoyed in this laud of liberty. 
"There are few historir.al notices of importance 
be mentioned in connection with NEW Ro­

HELLE, except that on the 18th OcL 1776, Gen. 

owe, the British commander, united bis forces 
Pell's Point, now kno•·n as the neck in Pel­

• and moved forward with his whole army 
rough Pelham Manor towarcl9 N aw Roce&LLL 

ere 10me skirmittbes took place, in which a 
of both armies were engaged. The conduct 

dae Americans, on this occuion, is mentioned 
· satisfaction by General W uhingtoo. On 

-~.; 1 ~ of the nmc month, Lord II owe took 
io N £W Roce&LU, Gen. W ashir.gtoo oc­

upying the intermediate heigbu between tbe two 

• 8'■ 1 ■ ,._ llilL ol Ra ra a...-. Toi. Ill.,._ 111'. 1'llil ... ....... , ...... 
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rivers. Whilst in NEW Roe BELLE, the Britia 
were joined by the second division of Germana, 
under the command of General Koypbausen, an4 
by an incomplete regiment of ca,-alry from Ire­
land, some of which had been captured on their 
passa~. From NEw Roe-HELLE both armiel 
mo,·ed towards \\-bite Plains, "·here an engap 
ment took place on the 25th of Oct. 1776."* 

The llouse of Clinton Gilbert, Esq. is said to 
have been ,asro by the British as an hospital C. 
the •·ounded soldiery. 

TH£ CHURCH 

On the left of the main street of tbe town • 
the Church, a chaste, Gothic structure of woOIII.I 

surmounted by a neat tower and spire of the ...... 
materials, dedicated to The Holy Trinity. f 

On the right of the present edifice stood 
second Hugonot Church of stone, long since 
troyed.. Probably a model of the ancient H 
not Church of old La RochE"lle, which appears 
have been destroyed by fire in 1687, on Co 
Christi Day, just two years before the ff 

• Jlanball•• W -• Vol l,p.111. 
t~b --~dleR---iatllil .... ,... 

.................... tJf/lDr.8-da. 
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nots themselves purchased the present township. 
Jeurieus, a minister of the Ref or med Church, in 
one of his pastoral letters, addressed to the " Pro­
testants of France groaning under the Bahylon­
ish captivity," refers to this event, •·hich he 
eYidently considers a remarkable interposition of 
God in their behalf. "It is nothing less notori­
ous (says he) than the burningorthegreatChurcb 
of old La Rochelle. This Church was formerly 
the great Church or the Reformed; they (the 
Romanists) took it a"'Y from them after the 
siege and taking of the city. Every one knows 
that the day on which the inhabitants made a 
bonfire, the fire took hold or this large and fair 
Church, none kno•·s how, nor •·here; and that 
it was consumed, the foad melted, and all the 
nult.s burned, •·ithout being able to quench iL 
There is something ~ingular in the event, the 
day, and the occasion, and 'tis impossible not to 
1ee the finger of God therein."• 

In 1689, we find John Pell, proprietor of the 
Ila.nor of Pelham, gh·ing one hundred acres of 
land for the use of the French Church in New 
Rochelle. 

In the rear of the present Church is the old 
burial ground ; where lie, awaiting the resunec-

• , ....... PwewaJ i..a.., p. -
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tion of the just, many or the persecuted and e 
Hugonots. 

Prior to the erection of the fi~t Church in N 
RocHELL£, the devoted inhabitants of this 
walked regularly e,·ery Saturday evening to N 
York, a distance, by the road at that time, 
twenty-three miles, to attend the Sunday se · 
at the old Chureh du St. Esprit, in Pine 
and returned on the Sabbath evening to 
homes, to be ready for their •-eekly avocatiom 
Monday. To them the sen·ice of the temple 
a deligbL l\llen they erected the stone ch 
such was their anxiety and true pious de,· · 
that the females assisted by carrying stone, 
their hands and mortar in their aprons.• 
fint minister •·as a Frenchman, the ReY. 
Boodet, whom they supported by voluntary 
tributi<>nfl, aided by a small allowance from 
state governmenL At first Mr. Bondet used 
French Praye~, according to the Prot 
Churches of France; but iu the year 17U9 
congregation, with the exception of two i 
duals, followed the example of their French 
formed brethren in England and New York, 
conforming to the English Church. t In 

• ,,. ............... ..,a..-ew, ... ._.... .... ............ Clsa_.a..._. Jaadoaf!lplate,-. 
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this, the Hugonots followed the sentiment of their 
own Church, which, from the beginning of the 
Reformation to this time, bad allowed it to be 
lawful to do so, and condemned those who made 
any separation, but from the Church of Rome.• 
The Rev. Mr. Bondet preached to his flock, every 
third Sunday, in English as well as in French. 
He seems to ha,·e been ,·ery acceptable, the con­
g.egation being large, and the number of com­
municants 50. 

In 1711, the old Churt"h became ruinous, and 
another •"U erected by public cor~tribution. Tbe 
town of NEw Roc:tELLE also ga,·e a home and 
tine acres of land to the minister. 

Mr. Boudet died in 1722, much lamented: be 
appears to ha,·e been m iu ister of the parish for 
twenty year.c. 

Mr. Bondet was succeeded in 1723 by the 
ReY. Mr. Stoupe. This gentleman also proYed 
very acceptable, and the more so, because be 
could preach in Frcr,cb, which language only 
most of the peop1e undcr:i-tood. 

' :Ba&, ..e of tile l8G9I powerful adwocatn tor the H111VD11U, .,.... 
lo - ol U.. wlao wt1e cli9contated in Encland. coa,iarias Cllea l,r 
al&Mtilpodancl •crednotto --.k• tbe com .... ofaaa.rcli 
..-s■shai • RCla ...-...irita ud cert■ ••u weredleNiasi u11i 
_. dlea. Ilea, Ep. :1ii, p. ••· CalriD, ta '•• der oL tlae FIWlt 
Cllu l • .-u-d ■allPGlldlaN••· •-diet uiu■ et 
on1 •11• •• ... .., .. tobeW. c.1wi11•11ec ·t11tfl:m 
EecleL ..... -· ~ •. 8N Ilea. Rap. ......... cap. .... 

b 
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lu 1743, \\'e tiud the congregation of this 
Church addressing a letter to the "Propagation 
Socieh·," on behalf of their mini~ter, then on a -
visit to his friends in England. It is curious, as 
showing whn the n1e1nbers of the Church were, at 
chat tilnc, aud rna)· be iuterc~ting to their de­
scendaut~, nmuy of whom still adhere to the 
Church of their !~Jn·fathers. 'lt-

Tbe prc$eut beautiful edifice was erected by 
public co11tribution in 1824, and consecrated by 
tbe Right Re,·. John Croc~~ Bishop of New Jer­
aey, in the absence of the late lamented llobart, 
tben on a visit to England. 

The Rev. Thomas \\,·. Coit, D. D., is the pre­
aeot Rector. 

Tbe officers of the Church consist of two 
churchwardens and six vestrymen, elected ao­
nually, according to the charter, on Tuetlday m 
Easter •·eek. 

Tiiere is a neat Chapel in the main sbeet 

belonging to the Presbyterians; aleo a Mee&­
ing-bouse of the Wesleyan Methodist& Tbe 
present Presbyteriau minister is the Re•. Mr. 
Sneider. 
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POPULATION, STEAM-BOAT LANDING, FISHING, 
&c. 

The advantages presented by the proximity of 
the Sound are of great importance to the town. 
Be41ides the shipping of various market produce 
on board the ~loops, there is the con,·~niencc o( a 
daily steamboat to the city duriug the summer 
months, and three times a "·eek in the winter. 
By this 1neans great quantitic~ of produce are eent 
to the New-York markeL°" at reasonable rates. 
There are se,·eraJ hotels which afford excellent 
accommodation to parties ,·isiting NEW Ro­
CHE LI.E for the amu~ement of fi~hing, the Alu­
brity of its air, or the beauty of it~ scenery. 

Comt,,rtahle prh·atc bo:irdin~ i~ al~o to be pro­
cured in lht> town and neil,!hhourhood. 

The Le Roy House, in the town of ~EW Ro­
CHEr.t.E, is an excellent and comfortable estab­
lisbmen~ well suited for tho8e who prefer tbe 
Rmall stir of a vill~o-c, while rhey are not too far 
removed from the bank~ of the Sound. Its pro­
prietor is Mr. Banks. 

There arc :d:.;o twv <,thcr t::Xct<iicnl hotels in tbe 
,illage well managed,-the l\lausion House ud 
New Rochelle Hotel. 

The steam-boat landing~ about half a mile S. 
W. of thE' villft~t>, i~ deli:rhtfi1lly situatPd. It ia 

'" 



approached by a solid causeway of stone, which 
leads to the dock, aud to a well built Hotel called 
the N eptuoe House. This establishrnent is •·ell 
situated on account of its clol'e vicinity to the 
water. It stands in the centre of a small wooded 
island, approachPd hy the causeway above men­
tioned. .-\t hi¢! water the ~cenery presented in 
front of the H ot,·1 i~ altogether unrivalled ~ tbe 
harbour in the f oregrouud-the long surface ol 
the waters, stretching seven miles across to Long 
Island; the winding streams of the creeks OI 

each side, and Da,·enport's Neck and Island, 
around, help to fill up the landscape ; and, in addi­
tion to the healthiness of the spot, give it adna­
tages which few of our watering places po.11e-. 

The buildings and improvements on this Island 
have been erected at the printe cost of Philip 
Underhill, Esq. 

Here also the angler nnd ~ailor can enjoy their 
taste• to perfection. ThP accommodation, are 
on an extensh·e ~le, and the "·hole is under lbe 
excellent man9e"'Cment of Mr. Rice. 

Here all the Juxuri~s of ~-bathing may like­
wise be enjoyed, •·ithoul the incovenienc~ qf I 
heavy surf or publicity. 

Pleasure boats and fishing tackle can alao be 
procured on the spot. 

Tbe principal re90l't for uglen is die EMI 
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Chester Creek Bridge, in Pelham. On tbia bridge, 
when the tide serves, fish of various kinds, and 
particularly bass of a large size, are to be taken. 
A streaked bass of 45 lbs. was found dead on the 
rocks, directly in front of this bridge, in the sum­
mer of 1841, where it is supposed to have cast 
iteelf. They have also occasionally been taken 
alive, of nearly that weigbL 

The erection of this bridge appears to have 
been commenced by a company of gentlemen of 
tbe neighbourhood, some fe•· yean ago, who, after 
sustaining se,·ere losses, relinquished the enter­
priae, which it was rese"ed for the late George 
Rapalye, Esq., to complete. The bridge bu 
since been purcha.4'ed of his heirs, and is now 
rented by Mr. Fo,\°lcr, •·ho bears an admirable 
character for the manner in •·hich he sustaina 
chis favourite haunt of the angler. If it regarded 
-=enery alone, tbia spot deserYeS admiration. la 
ettry direction the eye is greeted with a most 
exteasiYe and lovely view. The bay is temiio­
aled oDly by the Long Island shore. Throg­
mortoo's N eek is also distinctly visible, with 
Schuyler's Fort @nd Light-house. 

In the rear is to be seen East Chester Creek 
winding away f urtber inland. The Tillage ol 
Eut Cbester, and the high grounds of We11t 
a-ter terminate the view. 

bl 



NEW RocHELLE contains a population of &hoc 
two thousand souls. 

THE SOUND SCENERY. 

After this sketch of the history of NEW Ro­
CHELLE, a brief view of the Sound will naturallJ 
be expected. 

These noble \\1lters, swelling as they approd 
the mighty Atlantic, and bearing on theil' DO!IOa 

craft of e,·ery size'.' are well kno•·n and j 
celebrated for their romantic beaut,. In 
Yicinity of N£w Roc11F..1.L£ these waters 
amid numerous Islands clothed in •erdure, Wlll• 
give a striking feature to this enchanting 
Here the eye can coanmand every variet1 
boundless p~pect. 'fhc 1\-atcrs occasio 
sweep up into some creek, and enlh·en the 1ee 

r,, or stretch over to the opposite shore aad 
come eogulpbed amidst the •·ooded hills of He 
stead Harbour, •-bile the broad silver channel 
lbe Sound look~ like a mirror, and glides on · 
its course, to the swellin,: waves of the Allan· 
bearing on its bosom the swift steamer, or 
country sloop. The verdant &Jbore of l.ong 
land forms another charming addition to 
landlcape, sprinkled as it i8, in all directiona, 
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neat farm houses and the di~tnnt \·illages of Glen 
Cove. or Oyster Bay. 

But \·essels of darker craft once danced its sur­
face: these watcn1 having been the favourite re­
cruiting grouuds of the notorious pir-dle, Captain 
Kidd. As early as the year 1694, when Colonel 
Fletcher administered the go\'enuneut of this 
State, the Sound •u occupied by crews of the 
most lawl~s and de~perate pirates, whose first 
maxim appear~ to have been ,~ no prey no pay." 
The desperadoes ff inched at nothing, and, like 
tbe western Bucaneers, swept all before chem. It 
ia almost certain, on good evidence, that Colonel 
Fletcher himt1elf Mnctioned these robbers of the 
bigh seas. although his friE-nd~ have endeavoured 

vindicate hi~ character lrom the foul stain of 
ncouragiug pira~y within his own territories. 

t the pirates were some of bis o•·n subjects, 
ailed from New-York if', however, pretty 

lear. The..4'e capriciou~ rogues, thus acquainted 
·th their own \\1tter~~ na\·igated their swift sail 
ith perfect security. Kidd himself (one of these 

hers.) had the audac itJ· to propose to the gn,·~rn-
eot, .-hen he ,·i!i-ited England in 1695, the 

tting out of a frigate, with a full compliment of 
eo, to cruise against his brother pirates in the 

nd, and as he wu well acquainted with their 
unts, he ~ed the policy of their employing 
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him to apprehend them. rfbe result was that 
Robert Liviugi-.tou, and three or four noblemen, 
with the King of England at their bead, furnished 
Capl Kidd •·ith a frigate of 30 guns and 150 
men. Kidd sailed frorn Plymouth, in England, 
1696, turnt:d pirdlt! himself, aud made the best 
of bis time in a sweeping voyage of piracy, both 
in the MeJitcrrauea11 and also on these sborea, 
where by bis cruel extortions be compelled the 
farmers to yield a levied supply of provisions. 

How Kidd so successfully succeeded in bribing 
so large a crew is a mystery, and can onl1 be 
accounted for by supposing that they were them­
.elves equal to their master iu the art of plun­
dering. 

If a pcr90n ref used to comply with these re­
m~less t""a~tionf'? a voyage in the pirate abip 
soon ~ttJed matters. 

The grand priuciple of the~ hardened roguea 
WL4' one absolutely needful to their existence, 
(having the fear of the gallo•·s before their eyes,) 
ud this was mutual fidelity. 

To this circumstance we owe the treasures dlll 
are !laid to exi.~t ~till =-mQ~g t~ ~nd! on ~ 
shores. 

Here lie riches which, it is believed, none~ 
tbe pirates bad a clue to; and there they 
remain~ for thP pirat~ hav.- lonJl ~ince M1lCk 
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their necks on the gallows, some at Boston, Kidd 
himself in London. 

For mauy years after the death of Kidd, many 
\\·ere so i ufatuated with a notion that the pirates 
buried great quantities of money along the coast, 
that there is scarce a point of land, or an island, 
"·ithout the marks of their Auri Sacra Fames. 
Some credulous people have ruined themselves 
with these rest>arches, and propagated a thousand 
idle fables, many of which are current to this 
day.• 

On the opposite shore of Long Island is a 
small jutting promontory, which runs into the 
entrance of Hempstead Bay, called to thi'I day 
Kidd's Rock. 

111D!S IN THE VICINITY OF' NEW ROCHELLE. 

The towns and village~, in all directions around 
N Ew RocHEI.LE, are rural and neaL 

The roads, in the Summer season, are gener­
ally in excellent order, and the objects to which 
they lead are, for many miles, so delightfully 
varied that they cannot fail to please. 

We shall first direct our readers to the Pelham 
and lV est Chester road to New York ; but as dais 
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needs hardly any description, n1ost persons being 
well acquainted with this pleasing and delightful 
route, we shall proceed to notice the road to 
l\"'n1TE PL.&JNs. This road, as a ride, possesses 
all the charming dh·ersity which a hilly and finely 
wooded country can possibly b~~tow. After cross­
ing the old Boston road, to the north of the town, 
that formerly Jed to Kiug\1 Bridge, and leaving 
the Y onker·s road to the left, within a mile and a 
ba1f of the town, you pass on the right, the monu­
ment and farm of the uoturious Tom Paine. 
This distinguished Infidel dcst·n·es a passing 
notice. He was the sou of a Quaker, a stay­
maker by trade, and was born at Thetford, in 
Norfolk, England, iu 1737. lfis naother wu 
the daughter of an attorney, herself a member of 
tbe Church of England. In her religious princi­
ples the son appears to have been educated, for we 
find he "-as confirmed, at the usual age, by the 
Bishop of Norwich. 

After leaving scbo0I, at the early age of thirteen, 
Paine embraced bis father's trade as a staymaker, 
iD which he continued five years. He next YeD­

tmed on a seafaring life. 
l11 1759, be again established himself in atay­

makiDg, and married his first wife, Mary Lam­
bert, wbo died the next year, in conaequence ol 
lai1 bad treatment of ber. 
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Two years after this he obtained a place iu the 
,excise. from "ilich he ,,1-as twice expelled for mal­
practices. In 1771 he married his secoud wife, 
Eliz. Ollive, from whom in three years he obtained 
a divorce. In 177 4 he composed his first pro­
duction, au electiou soug. for which he obtained 
three guineas. The great Franklin found hitn a 
garret writer in LonJon, auJ was the fi~l person 
.-ho ach·ised him to cotne to thi~ couutry. In 
Philadelphia, under the auspices of such men u 
RlL~ Franklin, and others, be prepared and pub­
lished bis " Common Sense,'" a work which 
appears to have been well timed, and calculated 
to rouse the entbuctiasm of the brave ~rters of 
Independence. .,s a "·ork of m~rit, it \\U weil 
suited to the times in "·hich it wa~ fir-5t published; 
but, a-. his o•·n biograph~r n'marks~ ,. it i~ defec­
tive in anaogemen" i·uel~nt in diction, with a 
few exceptions showing little profundity of argta­

ment, no facility of remark, no extent of research, 
and no classical allusion, and cannot be appealed 
to as authority or go,·ern men t. ~ It owed iL~ popu­
larity entirely to the critical juncture of the times. 

He afterwards oublished his "Crisis.'" In . 
1777 be was elected Secretary to the Committee 
of Foreign • .\ffairs, from •·hich office he was dis­
miaecl, two years after, for a !IC&Ddalom breach 
of offict-, and thi!I was done by tbf. a.,•mbled 
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wisdom of the States. Sew York liberally gave 
him the confiscated estate of Fr~erick Davoe, a 
royali:-:L 'fhis farm cousisted, at that time, ~ 
1 llO acres, with a house. 

In 1787 he formed the design of producing a 
revolution iu l:ug-laud- his native country. At 
this ti1ne the iutiJels of France were ripening 
their plots in Paris: Paine join~d with them, and 
vie•·cd with rnpture, the rising revolution in Eng­
land. His i~afidel and revolutionary principles 
•·ere oppa~d by the powerful aud eloquent Burke, 
who, with other noble minded coadjutors, crushed 
the re\·olutiou in that couutry, and sentenced tbe 
maliciou~ iufidel Paine as an outlaw. 

To promote the '' re,·ol ut ion of the world,•" be 
publi~ed his " .Age of Reason," •·ell entitled a 
complete piece of ribaldry. 

Paine's only originality •it", that •·hiJc planning 
war and bloo<l~hcd on earth, he was endeavouring 
to raise rebellion~ 3erraiu~t that religion •·hicb be 
affected to d\:spi~e. 

l\i.ith him, ruin only ap~ared complete, wben 
every good government and religion itt1clf were 
annihilated. 

A~ a companion of the blood-thirsty Robes­
pierre, 11·e find him next sitting on the trial of 
the innocent Louis. 

• Tlia WU • teMt Paint h~Jf ~ al• r,ul,lir ~ m Landan 
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The perjured aud outlawed Paine, at this time, 
had a oarro\V escape of his life while in the dun­
geons of Paris ; he attributes his escape of the 
guillotine to a fo,·er with which he \\-as affected. 

\\"bile iu Paris his medic-.al attendant describes 
bis body as in a ~tak of putrefaction, owing to the 
lL.41e of strong drink. 

This haoit s~·cm:-- to ha,·c taken hold of him at 
ao early period of the Freuch revolution. Even 
while residing uuder the roof of Mr. Monroe, 
then the C nitcd States' am~"8.dor at Paris, he 
was noted a~ an immoderate drinker. 

During Paine's imprisou1neot, the atrocious 
Robespierre died by the gullotin,.. 

lu 1796, whi!e still iu Paris, he published bis 
letter lo G,-ncral \\·a~hiugtou~ "hich contained a 
causdess, ungratefol, ,·indent aud useless attack 
011 one of the oest of men. 

Paine again being imprisoned and expelled 
from the societ,~ of his fellow iufidcl:J. now deemed . -

it expedient to fty to .A mcrica, taking under his 
charge a married lady named ~ladame Booneville, 
and her three sous; for some time they remained 
on the farm in ~ e•· Ro«_·h~Jle; h:.zt Paiae never 
remained long in one spo" for "'·e now find him in 
New-York, renting bis farm, and again in the 
country quarelling "·ith bis tenant. 

The home in which he lh·ed it1 now ~royed7 
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Here he had a small room to hianself, the furn· 
of which consisted of a miserable straw bed, 
cable, a chair, BIBLE, and jug of spiritous liq 
His breakfast table is described thus by an 
witness, Mr. Carver : " the table cloth was co 
posed of newspapers ; on it was a teapot, so 
coarse bro"·n sugar, part of a rye loaf, and q 
of' a pound of hurter.'' 

He appears to have kept, for help, an old b 
woman by the name of Betty, "-ho appears to ha 
been as great a druukard as her master. Paine · 
aid to ba,·e accused her of stealing his rum, 
Betty would then call him a drunkard. 

In a drunken rcncontre Paine and Betty ha 
been eeen on the ftoor together, and sprawl" 
awearing, and threatening to fight, •·bile ne· 
the one nor the other had the power to riae. 

On Chri8tmas eve, 1804, Paine had a narrow 
cape of bis life. It seems that Derick, an old 
ant of Paine's, bad rented his farm for ace · 
period, during a put of which time be had bUSIJUIII~ 

eel its produce with care and economy ; 
Paine suddenly returned from N. York, 111n11PPA11• 

with and di9cbarged him. Derick now detenlDlll41 

ed OD revenge; and accordingly, while Paine 
sitting Dear the window of bis room baYiDg 
lighted candle by his aide, Derick approac­
lletldaily, aad fired the contents of a loaded m111i11 



33 

et at him, fortunate I y for Paine, the load fell 
•••,.,.less beh~·een the walls. 

In 1609 Paine was sei7.ed with a mortal sick­
ess while boarding at Mr. Ryder's in New-York. 
From thence he was remo,·ed to llr. llolbron's, 

n Columbia StreeL Here it •·as that, within a 
ew weeks of the grave, racked bv diflffltte and 

in, we find him denying his own language io 
"Rights of .l\lan"• "·here he remarks, "It may, 

ps, be said, that it signifies nothiug to a man 
is done with him afttr be, is dead,'' &c. No 

, however, could be more solicitous than Paine 
-,vim the disposition of bis body. Dr. Manly, bis 

wn physician, has declared that Paine would cry 
t frequendy, "Oh LoRD, help me;" "JEsus 

HRrsT, help me;'' and such •-as his fear of death, 
t be could not bear to be left alone for a single 
ment ; and if it so happened, he would ecream 

d hollow till some one came. t 
So much for the author of the " 6\ge of Reason," 

_,,_ boasted philosophy availed him nothing in 
is extremity. Alas for the consitiltency of the man 

o endeavoured to pro\·e bef Ort; ahe Theophilan­
ropist'i Society of Paris the existence of a 

IUDerior being to Him •-horn all Christendom 
s Goo ; the gracious Being who created him 

• See Rilke of Jiu. Part t .. p. 5'. 

• .allridpd 6am c~·• '-°' PailN". 
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and whorn be now calls on f<•r help in his lu 
moment~. On the 8th of June 18U9, this drunken, 
outlawed, and perjured apostle of infidelity breath­
ed his last, aged 72 year~ and 5 mouth..~. Bil 
body •11.s buri<'d on his farm : here. however, · 
was not allnwl'd to re~t long; for one of his 
loved discinle~, f'oLbett. cli:iinterred the bod, 

~ -
few years after, and from the last accounts, · 
would apl)('ar that at Cobbctfs death, his exec 
'' found nothing to act upon a~ the ad minis 
of his effects but a box of bones.'' 

Coutinuing on tht• route to ,,nite Plains, 
pass through upper X ew Rochelle, and leav · 
another cro:-s road to J'our left, which leads i 
the mail road from :\'"c-w-York to ,tnite Plai 
you a...~end a ~,uall hill. •·here a fine prospect 
the !lound, and X ~• Rochelle in the di.ctan~ · 
bet»rc the ,·iew. A mile further on, vou en . 
the ~autifol di!iltrict of ~ar$<1aJc which I.rings 
on lo the ~cw-York 1nail route to \\"bite Plains. 

I lere the view~ are finelv dh·ersified with -
and dale. comm:inding,. occasionally. magnince■ 
peeps of the dark ~ides of the lofty pali~a.a 
l1a fact, nature seems to have bef'n lavish with 
laer romantic beautie~ throughout this picture911111 
portion of West Che!-ter County. \\.ood.", 
dows, and running stream~ are mingled in 
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taappiest manner, and softened by some of her 
finest touches. 

The whole line of this road is also ornamented 
with neat seats and farm houses. 

To the left of this road, within a few miles of 
'ft.bite Plains, is the mansion of Major Popham, 
beautifully situated in a pictt1re~1ue hollow. 

As you approach the town of \\"bite Plaiu 
you also pass to the left Chatterton Heights, the 
battle field of 1776. 

Returning from \\liite Plains, the ride can be 
diversified by taking the Tucahoe road and fol­
lowing the course of the Bronx to .East Chester, 
or by tbat to Mamaroneck. 

The ride to Mamaroneck, Rye, aod Portcbes­
ter, is the next.excursion which we :-!, .. il point out. 

This road runs nearly parallel "ith the course 
of the Sound. To the left, about two miles from 
Naw RoceELLE, is the "·ell built mansion of tbe 
late Peter Jay Munro, Ed<j., which commands a 
rery fine prospect of the Sound and the country 
!around. Two miles further on you arrive at tbe 
town of Mamaroneck, which is very much en­
~ivened by an extensive salt water view. Pursu-
~ the main road you pass, on the right, the reai­

ce of Peter A. Jay, FASq. This boll9e aL,o 

mlDUlds extensive views of the 8oUllcl, sprin­
in the fOreR'l'Ollnd. with Jm>Uns of n~ 
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islands. You now approach the summit of a 
slight hill ; here a beautiful prospect opens before 
the eye. Directly in front, and situated in a vale, 
lies the town of Rye. To the left, a fine winding 
creek stretches into the Souud. To the right, 
interspersed with woods and pastures, numerous 
well built farm houses apJ>ear in all directions. 
The town of Rye itself is enlivened •·ith a beau­
tiful fresh water stream, which runs through aome 
small but beautifd pastures. 

Continuing the route am ile or two further, you en­
ter the town of Portchester. This place has grown 
rapidly within a few years, and is likely to rival 
any on the coasL Another route, which is equally 
pleasant, may be followed on returning to Rye, 
by taking tbe first road to the left, which run!I by 
the new Presbyterian Chapel. This road pusing 
near the banks of the Sound posses9e1 Yiews of 
great beauty : it ultimately joins the main Boston 
road. 

The road to Yonkers puses through a beauti­
ful portion of the county, and will be found amply 
to repr.y 1M' tctmng,ar fQr ~ m~ing'tt ~ 
LeaYing NEW Roe HELLE by the White Plains 
road, already mentioned, you take the first left 
hand road ; after crossing the Aqueanouncke, tbe 
...,.11 stream that diridea the towmbips « Pellam 
ud Eut Chester, tbe next left bud road briap 
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you into the stage route from New-York to White 
Plains; continuing forward, J·ou again take the 
left band road called the Yonkers' road. After 
passing the romantic mill of Lawrence lT nder­
hil), situated on the rh·er Bronx, the road tunas to 
the right, and again, after a short di~tance, to the 
left ; here it winds through •·ooded hills and neat 
farms, till you reach a lovely stream called the 
Saw Mill. F ollo•·ing itR banks the road runs 
direct to Yonkers. The exten~ive range of well 
wooded bills, orchards and farm houses, together 
with the meanderings of the Saw Mill on this line 
oi road, will eotide it to the claim that it bolu 
among all lovers of natural scenery, to be «;:ouic:1-
ered as one poeses.~ing unrivalled charms. 

From the heights abo,·e the town of Yonkers, 
a splendid view i~ commanded of the bold and 
rocky palisade..4', together with the noble Hud90D 
ltretching out till it becomes terminated in the 
distance by Je111ey City. 

From Youkers the ride can be diversified by 
returoiog through the arch of the Aqneduct, and 
punaiing t~ ~ond, i~ht hand road. Thi3 crosses 
tbe Croton \\. ater l\. orks, and affords, u you 
approach East Chester from Valentine's Hill, ex­
lensiYe Tien of the Sound, Long Island, and tbe 
aaroandiog country. On entering Eut Cbeeter, 



38 

opposite the Church, you find youl'ljelf again 10 

the ,,.bite Plains road. 
The beaut\· of the ride from :\' EW Roe HELLE to 

~ 

Tanytowu i:, also wt-11 desl'rving of uotice, and 
will be found not to diAAp(lOint th~ gre-att'~t expec­
tations that can be raised by the most sanguine 
lovers of riv~r s~c-nery. 

\\' e shall not attempt any descriptiou of this 
road, but merely say, that both at Tal'1"ytown and 
1·onkers good accoanmodatious may be obtained 
for parties al the hot~ls. \\" e mention this, as the 
excursion to both th~c places is longer than any 
we ba,·c before meutioued. 

The ride to the Premium Mills will aJ90 be 
round •·ell •·orth an hour's excursion to the Eut 
of I.be town of Nsw Rocu£LL£. 

TOWNS IN THE NEICHBOURHOOD. 

,,. e sha II now proceed to a deecription of tbe 
vicinity of XEw RocHELLE; aud as Pelham once 
embraced this township, we shall first notice iL 

l"ELHAM. 

This town81iip is situated to the south-east of 
N sw Roca~LLL A smnll stream called by tbe 
lndiau, the Aqueauouucke, and by the Englilb, 
lf1ccbio10A'a River, eeparates it from Eat Cbel-
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ter. It appea.n1 to have been purchased from the 
Indians, sometime previous to the year 1666, by 
Tho1nas Pell, and by him called Pelham; an 
old English name composed of Pel (remote) and 
Ham (mansion.) 

By Go\"ernor Nichols it ",a~ granted and con-
6rtned, iu 1666, to Thomas Pell, Esq •• of Fair­
field, in Connecticut, together with the ialaoda 
adjacent, aud all its privil~ges, and erected into 
an enfranchised to•·usbip or manor, and secured 
to him and bis heirs.• 

The Pelts are of English origin, and a family 
of very old standing in the counties of Norfolk 
and Lincolnshire in that country. 

Thomas Pell, Esq., commonly known u my 
Lord Pell, the fi~t proprietor of this township, 
•~ to ha,·c bet.-n an adherent of the popular 
party during that great struggl ·, called the ci•il 
wars in England, between the Parlimentarians on 
one side, and the crown and heirarchy on tbe 
other. After the restoration of the monarchy, in 
1660, he fled from the vengeance of the royalists 
into France. He afteM\-ard~ removPd to Ouck-. 
way, or Fairfield, in Connecticut, and from theuce 
settled here, where he purchased of the Indians 
their right to this soil. After bis death, which 



happened about 1680, the tnanorial proprietorship 
descended to John Pell, his nephew, son of the 
famous Dr. Pell, the celebrated Ambassador of 
Olh·er Cromwell to the S"·iss Cantons.• In 1691 
we find this iudi,·idu:il on the list of memben-, 
returned by the Sheriff, to represent the county of 
\\. est Chrstrr. t 

Since the revolution, the manor has been sold 
ill various proportions to ditTereut individuals. 

The firilt object of interest as you enter Pelham, 
after leaving NEW Roe HELi.£, is the '' Priory," 
tbe residence of the Rev. Robert Bolton. The 
house, •-hkh is constructed of stone, is a mixture 
of the Gothic and castellated styles, and accorda 
well wilh its romantic and elevated situation. 
The Yiews from irs towers and terraces, and old 
fL•iooed bay windows, arc charming. the land­
acape being finely enriched in the foreground 
with a rocky declh·i1y, co,·~red "·ith the indigen­
ous cedar, beyond which stretches a beautiful bay 
interspersed with l'ocky and wooded island!', and 
terminated with the shores of Long Island. Tbe 
grounds are intersected by naturally •·ooded walks, 
leading to various points of interest, among .-bicb 
deserYes to be noticed "the Rocking Stone." 
'Ibis natural curiosity is a mass of solid rock, 

• See Vupan•, Proceetcnae o(Crww:ali. 
• 8- 8-idl•1 fftll.. of If. Y., ~ ff. 
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weighing, perhaps, more than twenty tons, whica 
can be moved to and fro, at pleasure, by a child. 

As you advance on the N e\\·-York road, through 
Pelham, fine •-ater viewa burst open to your 
gaze • 

.After leaving Mr. Bolton's, to the Jeft is the 
residence of .;\ l~rt Rose\·elt, Esq. The house 
commands a fine view of the opposite shore of 
Long Island, and the intermediate Sound. The 
winding creek now opens close to the road side, 
and you see before you the "·oods of Hunter'• 
Island. ..\ stone cause•-ay, and 1aeat bridge 
erected ar.ross th~ passage of the creek, leads you 
pest a well built lodge to the house, which stands 
in the centre of the island, and almost encircled 
by its woods. 1-lere the most extcnsi\·e views of 
the Sound meet the e \'(_•. To the north-east of 
tbe hou.~, looking up the Sound, the waters stretch 
out into a bouudlcss expanse; to lhe south-west, 
a fine open bay extends to•iu-ds the net:k in Pel­
ham and Throgmorton ·s Point ; •-bile in front, 
fine sweeping meado, .. s sk ir1ed by tall woods, 
bounded by islands, and enlivened by the ~,~ 
and Long Island, are its principal attractions, and 
unite to render it one of the most beautiful spota 
on the river. 

John Hunter, Esq., its present proprietor, bu 
lor aome years represented the COUDty in tbe State 
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Senate, and is, ex-officio, a member of the Court 
of Errors. 

The houS(I, which is built of stone, is in the 
Grecian style. 1·ou enter, under a colonnade of 
the Ionic order, the hall, "·hich conta,11s some 
choice hunting piecC's of Snyder's. The draw­
ing room, dining room, and parlour, are also 
embellished with ~ome excellent paintings of the 
fin1l masters, constituting altogether oue of the 
best private collections iu this country. Near the 
house are fine gardens, adorned with bot houses, 
containing a choice collection of the Cactus 
tribe. 

The adjoining property is that of Isaac Coles, 
Esq., also beautifully situated near the •,ater, and 
commanding e,·ery ,-ariety of fine scenery. But 
the m<>M to be admired in this situation, is the 
good ta..cte •·ith •-h ich art has added her charms 
to those of nature, the grounds being ta~tefully laid 
out to the 1'1lter's edge, and embellished with ex­
tensh·e green and fruit houses. 

In the immediate vicinity is the estate of Robert 
Bartow, Esq. This gentleman's family have en­
joyed this property for some yean. One of the 
first members of this family was the Rev. Mr. 
Bartow, a clergyman of some distinction, sent 
out here from England, in 1702, by the "Propa­
gation Society.'' Tbe preeent proprietor bM 
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lately erected a tine stone hom~e, in the Grecian 
style, which presents a neat front with projecting . 
w111gs. 

Following the mail road to New-York, Pelham 
continues to the lea~ ou towards the ucck called 
by the Judiaus, Auuhook·s Xeck, by the English, 
Pelrs PoiuL 

To the right. leading on to this neck, is the 
residence of Richard )lorri~ l:sq., beautifully 
situated on a gentJe eminence, and command­
ing fiue •1ller ,·ie•·s of the Sound and adjacent 
creeks. 

To the lrfl, on entering the neck, lies the 
"Indian Hurying Grouud .. ., already alluded to in 
our description of the ludians. lu fact the whole 
of this UN'k nrrwanf lo ha,·e been used by them 
as a burial wo1111<l. 

It is said that the tribe even brought their dead 
from great distances, to inter them on this favour­
ite ~pot. 

lo proof of thi!II, bodieg have httn found on 
eTery portion of the neck. The JargPst propor­
tion of 1no11nt1~ arP qj!•!~!~, hn1'·cTcr, on the 
ground!" of the late George Rapal~·e, Esq . ., a mt-m­
ber of a familv of French dc~cent, •·ho settled in ., 

King's county. Long l~land. in the year 1625. 
The property is now occupied by Peter Brinker­
bol; E.q. The home, which is built of wood, it11 
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beautifully situated, and embraces many exten­
sive aud rich ,·iews of scenery on the Sound. It 
also coutaius a :i-mall hut choice collection or 
pa1ut111gs. _\ little furtht•r south~ is the residence 
of the lalc Eli:-ha Kiu;!, E:,.q. Thi ... ho~ i~ built 
of stone, iu the Gre,·iau ~•.ylc, and prt.'sents a fine 
colum1w<l frout 10 the watc-r. I Jere the heauty of 
the sceucrJ· is hdghteru-d hy the close ,·iciuity of 
City ls laud, aud lh~ beau1if ul aud extensiYe 
variety of rhe choicest trees and shrubs, wbich 
afford a striking addition to the grounds. 

The neck is t<.-rmiuated b,· the farm or Mr • ., 

Valentine, which appears to connect it:felf with 
City Island. 

Pelham Creek Br;dge ha,·ing been already 
noticed., w~ shall ~tuna to the road leading to 
East Chester. Pelham now continues on lo the 
north-we-st, following the course of the creek. 
After lea,·iug the lah· rt·~id<·ncc of -- Lyon, 
E:-q., the pn•i--ent ~h•·ritf ft»r the county, on 1he 
right, to the left a fiue ,·i~w uf the higher grot1nds 

of East Che~ter is obtained, together "·iah the 
winding creek or river~ the ,·illage of 1-:ast Chester 
and ir:; pidurc!°"•4uc ~tone Ctmrch. Immediately 
belo"· the hill, on the ,·erge of the creek, buried 
amorg willows and ~hrubbery, is the house of the 
late Major George Pre,·ost, 11·hose family was 
originally from C.ene~ in Switzerland, and de-
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scended from Major General George Provost, of 
that country. 

Mr. Stephen Pell's residence and store, com­
plete the Parh,h bounds. 

To the "·e~t, cros~ing the main road to \\·est 
Farms, Pelham agaiu enters the old Kiu~f s Bridge 
road. 1-lere the salt and frti,.h waters of the 
Aqueanouncke mingle; to the left is the highly 
improved re~idcncc aud property of -- Hayes, 
Esq. The house t-tands on a gentle rise, and 
OYerlooks the winding creek and distant ,·illage. 

Pelharn still runs northward, till it is terminated 
by X E\\0 RocHEI.I.E and ~arsdaJe. 

The population of this town is computed at 784. 

\\

0 F.ST CHESTER. 

This town is sitnated on the main New--York 
and Boston road, at the south-west extremity of 
West Chester county, on the East River, 12 milea 
from the city of New-York, and at the bead of 
navigation, on the \\. e~d Chester creek. Tbrog's 
Neck, at the S. E. extremity, is connected with 
the main bv a narrow can~•-av. Thi~ n~k . . 
originally took its name from Throgmorton, an 
Englishman,• •ilo took a grant for it, under the 
Dutch, in 1643. The name abreviated since 

• Tlae Tllrocmtoa._ an, a faail7 of ueieal tUa r a;• Eadna.i, _. 
......... ~ th.Jolla .. ,....~ .. rlc.e,l.-l~Tli 1hz -
ian• 
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from Throgmorton to rfhrog's, and vulgarly cor­
rupted into Frog's N eek.• 

It e\·eutually became the property of A. Ham­
mond, Esq., whose son lately !old the point to 
the C' nited States go,·cru meot, upon which they 
have erected the present Fort Schuyler. 

Thi$ neck is justly celebrated for its beauty, 
com1na11diug, as it does, extensive and pictur­
esque views of the Sound, and adjaceut country. 

It contai11s also. many beautiful country eeats. 
Here it was that, on October the 12th, 1776, 

(rtoeral Howe landed his troops, after passing 
through Hurl Gate. 

West Chester was formerly a borough town, 
under a charter of incorporation of King William 
the UI., of England, •-hich consisted of a mayor, 
two aldermen, aud recorder. 

It had also the power of sending a member to 
the Legislature. 

This town also embraces W' est Farms, Mor­
rissaoia, and Fordham. 

Tbe Church, which stands to the aoutb-west of 
the to~ is built of •~ and surmoUQ~ by • 
cupola. 

A Church wu erected here u early as 1702, ill 
pursuance of an act for building five Chun:bea ia 
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the county. The first reetor of this Parish was 
the Rev. Mr. Bartow, a very active and zealous 
churchman, who had also the superintendence of 
the Pari:o,hes of East Chester aud roukers, but 
•·hose principal ~~id~n("e was at this place. 

The late Dr. \\. ilk ius wa:--, for some years, also 
rector of this Pari~h. Hi~ grandson i~ the present 
Governcur M. \\"ilkiu~ .. Esq ... of l"astlP Hill.• 

The preseut incumbent is the Rev. W. Powell. 
This Parbb, in 17c. 2, coutaiut'd a population 

of 2U0U souls: it no•· embraces 4154. 

WEST FARMS, 

Which is pleasantly !lituated at the bead of naviga­
tion, on Bronx"s creek, three miles from the rh·er, 
and tweh·e frona ~cw-York. This place, from 
its ,·icin ity to the cit~·.. is rapidly increuing. 
Besides containing naany beautiful country &eats 

in the neighbourhood, the town has a ~t office, 
and ~e,·eral l'Xtensive manufactori~ t There is 
no EpiscopaJ Church here, but Chapels belonging 
to the Pre~byterian~ and Dutch Lutherans. 

l\·e..ct Farrn!ll! in 1~133 ~~n!ained n popu!:i.tion 
of bet•·een 3 and 400 inhabitauL~. 

• ,,_ faaailr •~ ~ ancifflt !ltllndiM in •~ north ~E ........... -. • 
1u11hll r,_ Roben de ""inloN. or Yir.ceatna. teap.o(Williul II. 

t TIie --■e of Philip ll. L,-dir. t:.Q.. aihlai.l • die ..,.._ • t11e 
....., .,. • .._. ...,_.. o(dle iluiC!icw •111·a;:11a. 
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MORRISSASIA, 

Is the "·ell known couutn· residence of the late 
Hon. Governeur l\lorri:-,, aud is highly spoken of 
by tra,·clkrs, and other pc'r~ons of ta~te. Its situa­
tion is very tiu~. ju:--t in the south-we!'t angle of 
the towu~hip of \\"est Ch(:sh·r. ueady op~~ite to 
the beautifol sct'nery of 11 url (_;ate, c-ight 1niles 
from Xew-York, aud eomrnaudi11g extensive 

views of the surrouudiug couutry, aud the adja­
cent •'llters. Thi~ place was originally settled by 
Colonel )lorri:-;, an otii«·cr of Oli,·er Crom•·ell's 
army, •·ho, after the rc-storntion in IGG11, di~guised 
himself under the profession of Quakerism, came 
out to thi~ countrJ·. and bought thi~ extensive pro­
perty, •·hich he callt.~ after hi~ own na1ne Morris­
ania. • 

His nephew, Colenel ~lorri~, \\-U a man o( 

extensil·e iuflut-ncP. a nwmbcr of the council in 
the Province of Xew Jer:--y. and a judge of the 
Supreme Court there in 1692. 

This disting11i:--hed indil·idual was also nomin­
ated Gov~rnor of this ~late, in l 7v2, in opposi­
tion to Lord Cornburv.t . 

The late proprietor, Go,·crneur Morris, was a 

• T1ae Jloml·• are a f:unilF o( Wei:-11 ori«in, ancl dac1■ h• -- ... 
,...r..i 8nlMII C~ EJ,lllal GLODlll'N, bona ia m.. 

• 1'llil 19111iftllllal •~Mell . iL Mills .... A,w'I; I Iii 1•. 
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distinguished state.~man and orator, and minister 
from the Cnited States to France, in 1792. 

In 1775, he was a delegate to the Provincial 
Congress. fron1 X cw-York, and was emplo)•ed in 
the pu~lic scn·icc, in \·ariou~ capacitie~, during 
the revolutionary coutest, in the execution of 
which he appears to have di~playcd gn~at zeal and 
ability.• . .\fier the l\'ar of the re,·olution, he re­
tired to thi~ ~pot, \\'here he c-ujoyed the ~ociety of 
bis illustrious compeers. "ho took part in that 
memorable stn1ggle. Louis Pbilipe, and the 
celebrated Moreau, •·ere also inmates of bis hoe­
pitable mansion. 

Go,•erncur Morris wu likewise an active mem­
ber of the Con,·ention, •-ho formed the preaent 
Constitution of the r u ited States. ·r 

This illu~triou~ and accomplished statesman, 
died in 1816, aged 64. 

His son is the present GoYerneur Morris, Eaq. 
The Church is a chaste Gothic edifice of marble 

dedicated to SL Ann. It .-as erect~ and en­
dowed at the expen~e Qf }Ir. Morris, and contains 
a well arran~ chancel, and a chaste memorial 
of marble dedicated to the memory of the late Mrs. 
Morris, a lenial repre19entative of the illustriOU9 
Pocahontas, of Virginia • 

• ...... ~ l)idionaly. 
• ~e,.,b-.U.elN..,.. 
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The Church bas been incorporated, and placed 
in the bands of the Bishop of the Diocese. 

Morrissania was incorporated into West Cbe.­
ter in the year 1791. 

FORDHAM, 

Now embraced in \\"est Chester township, was 

formerly known a..; the MalH>r of F ordbam. It 
contains a small ,·illage bordering on the New­
York and . .-\lbany Rail Road. 

The Roman Catholics have here a large Semin­
ary, once the prh-ate residence of the celebrated 
Motte. 

The •-hole institution is on an extensive acale, 
beautifully located, and under the superintend­
ence of Bishop llughc~. 

There is also a large Episcopal Boy's School, 
on the old De Lancey property, conducted by the 
Rev. \\". Po•·ell, ~tor of West Chester Church. 

The heights of Fordham are \\'ell known in the 
annals of the revolution. It was to these hills 
lhat General Howe retired from \\"bite Plains, and 
encamped his army for the object of reducing 
Fort Washington. These hills are alsocele~ 
for their extensive and commanding Yiews of the 
surrounding country. 

T01'KERS. 

Thia town is beautifully situated OD tbe beau 



51 

of the lludson, and the magnificent views which 
open themsel,·es on all sides, unite in rendering 
it one of the finest to\\·ns in this interesting por­
tion of \\·est Chester County. 

It is 2~t miles north of New York, 1(1 S. \V. 
of \\1lite Plains, and about the same distauce 
from N 1:w Roc11£LLC. 

Thi~ town was originally granted in 1648 to 

Jonker l" auder Donck, familiarly called Jonker, 
from Jouge Heer. the young lord, the Dutch ap­
pellation for the heir of the family.• \\"'e find 
this land called in the Colonial records. the Yonk­
ers Land. ,. ander Donck also made other pur­
chases of the Indians, in this nei~bourbood, 
erected mill!', and laid out a plantation on the site 
of the present to•·n of Yonkers. lo 1658, Fred­
erick Philips, the founder of the ancient faanily of 
the Philipses,t immigrated to this country, baying 
left his natiYe land. East Frieesland, with the con­
aent of the Stadtholder and the States Gen~ral. to 
take possession of a lar,ze purcha.~ of land he had 
made in the province of ~e•·-York. This pur­
cbue conu,ined the present to1'·n of Yonkers .. 
which he called, after his own name, Philipsburg, 
together "·ith another large tract called, by way of 

• 8ee JINl,e BeMon•• Memoir of~-\·. 
t Tllil aDCieat faail1 ol Philip,e, c:a.- Clf'ic'iall1 fiaa. a lu · , m­

iils W dlew• die paw:aliow dlM an.em die i.... ttl ,_. a-. -Jc••·· ....... C.O,,...talldlua" .... t .-•• ~~ ..... 
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distinction; the LT pper Patent. This be named 
Fredericksburg. 

He left one son, Frederick, who \\U bom in 
Holland in 1656. 

His great grandson was Frederick Philips, the 
direct ancestor of the present English Philips, 
a11d also of Philip Philips. who, takiug no active 
part iu the rc\·olution, secured a full share of the 
property at Philip8burg, \\-here his de~endants 
still reside. Their sister Mary manied Colonel 
Roger Morris, a slaunch royalist, who, after the 
war, retin.-d to Englaud, where she lived to the 
ad,·anced 11ecre of 96. 

Before her marriage with Colonel Morris, she 
had refused the hand of Genrral \\"ashington; •-ho 
appears to haYe been greatly attached to her. 

It was also from her character that Cooper 
founded the heroine of the " Spy," under the name 
of Frances. An intere~ting account is alfM> gmn 
of her iuten·iew with ,,. asbiogtou, in the same 
work.• 

·rhere arc many we11 known spots, connected 
wi!h ~~·"hJ~ion~rv hi~tnrv. in thtc to•·n~ 11uch as - . ,, ,, 

Boar II ill and ,. alentine's Hill. 
The road to Albany, from this place, is well 

deserving of notice. It exteuds along the banks 

• ~Sn: fllk Pa I ;c t.o i. .. Wat-r Wittia." 
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of the Hudson, and commands fine views of the 
magnificent scenery of the opposite shores, 
sprinkled with distant ,·illages and country seats. 

This uoble rh·cr carries a tide of 170 miles 
from the city of ~ew-York, and opens a na,·iga­
tion tar into the western region of lakes. 

Doth T:acus o'tt hi• roh!m pa~t ..ao-ia«, 
Or cndlc•f1Ti,h1Nl Gan,n. l~ approarh of llot.hen, 
11w 1loried ICbftM'; ot (ar-(cmed G...S.lqui~­
llalcb &bt-1 iD beuatr tJua peal aDd slunous riTtt1 

C.F.HOFP'IIAJI. .. 
In the immediate neighoourhood of ronkers is 

the Manor of Courtlaudt, named after the \"' an 
Courtlandts, one of the noblest l>utch fan1ilie1 who 
first seuled the New X etherlands, their ances­
tors being originally sovereign Lords of Court­
land, before their immigration to Holland. 

The first proprietor of this manor was the 
Right Hoo. Oli,·er Stephen \"'an Courtlandt, a 
priYy councillor, who accompanied in 1629, (u 
Secretary to the Government,) the first Dutch 
Governor, sent out by the States General o( 

Holland, to this colony. 
As a compeniqtion for large sum!II of m'.:'ney1 

advanced to the governnent of Holland, he ob­
tained a grant of the Manor of Courtlandt, aad 
the lower part of Yonkers, which property is now 
in poeeest1ion of his deacendant, Coardaadt Vua 
Coartlaadt, Eeq. 
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The (,"burch of Philipsburg is delightfully situ­
ated in the centre of the town, near the banks of 
the Hudson. It is built of brick and stone, and 
has been of late much impro,·ed. This Church 
was originally founded by the services , ►f the Rev. 
Mr. Bartow, of \rest Chester, "·ho established a 
congregation here in l 7t:3. 

There is also a Chapel of Ease attached to this 
Parish, at Tucahoe. 

The present rector is the Rev. Henry L. Stons. 
Yonkers contains a population of 2,968 souls; 

in 1810, it numbered 1,365; in 1704, 239. 

WHITE PL~INS, 

Is delightfully situated, in a fine plain, close by 
the Bronx's River. It is the half-shire town of 
ft·esl Chester county, 28 miles from New-York, 
6 miles east of the Hudson, and 9 from N&w Ro­
CHELLE. It contains a fine old court hou..41e, pri­
son, and a handsome collection of well built 
houses. To the south of the town, the surface oC 
the country is broken by a range of bills; bat 
they only diver-1i~v~ with a pl~cing V3r!~ty of !!Oil 
and position, and the lands are duly distributed 
into portions for meadow, pasture, and tillage. 
The historic events connected with the name oC 
White Plains, will long live in the pages oC 
American history; and the autumn of 1776 wu 
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made memorable by a battle on these Plaina, 
October 28th, as well as by a series of disasters 
of the 1nost porteutous import.• 

The battle field lies to the south-west of the 
village. Nothing remains, however, to mark the 
spot, rendered iuteresting by the entrenchments 
of the patriots, but a small portion of the em­
bankment, on the surfo.ce of which rests a muti­
lated spiked mortar, branded by the brush and 
wbire lead of lhe painter wirh '76; in addition to 
which r11odern economy ha.q 1tupplied thi:1 relic of 
the revolution with a lo•·I y square stand. 

The head-quarters of the patriotic W asbington, 
•bile stationed here, was at a small far1n bou..4'8 to 
the west of the village, sitU3ted amid a deep soli­
tude or woods, surrounded by hills and wild ro­
mantic &JCenery. 

Thia house is still standing, and was occu­
pied, in 1838, by a veteran of 1776. Here is 
abown the table that supported the camp fare of 
Wubingtoo, Lee, and Mcl>ougaL The beigbtt 
around command the m~ extensive and diver­
ai~ ~n~ry, from the Jight b!uc hiUs beyo11d 
tbe Hud90n, to the broad and distant Sound. 

One of these bills in particular, is still marked 
wi1b cbe rode embankment of tbe patriot, from 
wbeace, like an eagle, be must baYe MrYeye.d 

• 81aaat4",Gi,◄J ff .t•. Y. 
41 
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froan bis mountain home the motions of the 
enemy. This height surpasses, iu the variety of 
beautiful landscape sccnerJ', auy thing in \\rest 
Chester county. 

In this 11eighbonrhood is situ:ued the country 
resideuce of l\lajor Popham, one of the few sur­
viving aid-<h~-camps 01· Gt•ucral \\' ashin~ti.ou, aud 
a descendant of the ancicut and honourable famil1 
of the Pophams, of England nnd lrelaud. The 
property is extentaive. aud beautifully situated on 
the margin of the Bronx, which supplie~ a mill 
aeat on the farm. 

The Church in \\Ttlite Plains is a neat struc­
hlre of wood, to "-hich con~idernble additions haYe 
been lately 1nade. It is delighlfully situated, near 
the entrance of the town, and posaesses a large 
parsonage house. 

Its present worthy incumbent i$ the Rev. R. 
W. Harris, A. M., son of the late Dr. Harris, of 
Columbia Coll~ge. 

Mr. Harri! bas, for eight years put, conducted 
a Select Boy's School for English, Cla•ical, and 
~igiom Edueati~n ; hi, ehi~f ob~t bein• to J-- 11::J • 

serve the Church, by training a few of ils yoatb 
in the old path-. of filial obedience, patient iod.._ 
try, and C'hristian devotion. 

Tbe Ptesbyterians, and 11-tboclista, baTe a1ao 
places ol wonbip. 
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\\'bite Plaius contains a population of l,G87 
souls. 

Ma~ARONECK. 

The situation of this town is very pleasant, being 
at th~ head of a fiue bay which forms a harbour 
for ve~sels of 100 tous. 1'his place promises 
considerahie increase of population and busi­
ness, being well situated for mills and fac;ories. 
There is already nn extensh·e cotton fact()ry, built 
of brick. At the eutraoce of tbi~ town, ia a 
fine property, fonnt:rly belougiog to Colonel 
Heathcote, { desceuded of the Heathcote's, of 
N ormanton, iu the county of Rutland,) "·ho settled 
here in 1647. In this Pari1'h is also situated the 
property of the late Peter Jay Munro, Esq. Tbe 
house i~ a large building of •·ood, finely 8eatecl 
on ri~ing ground, and commanding extensin 
views of the Sound. 

Tbe view of the building is concealed (rom the 
road, by a fine plantation of fir, which adds much 
to the beauty of the ground~. Here is a valuable 
collection of Stcwarfs Paintings: in particular • 
fuii length of the iilustriou!' \\-a.-;hiugloii de~n~ 
to be 11oticed, and oue of Governor Jay. 

The farm aud residence of . .\ldermau William 
Scott is the adjoining property, and is delightfully 
aitUSltPd with re~rd to ,rnfpr ~nery . 

•• 
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De IAncey Neck is also in thi!I Parish, the 
property of the late Colonel de Lancey, whose 
family were di~tiugnished n1embers of the State. 
The first of the fomilJ·, "·ho settlf)d in this 
country, •-as Mr. de Lancey, a Prote~tant refu­
gee, a native of Cnen, in Sormandy, •-ho married 
a daughter of ]\fr. \·au Courtlandt. The Neck 
is !ltill owned hJ· his de~~udaut, the Right Rev. 
l\·. Heathcote de 1...nncey, Bishop of the ""estern 
Diocese of this State. The Church is a neat 
edifice of •·ood, to which is attached a parson­
age. The rtttor i~ the Rev. John M. Ward. 

Mamaroneck embraces a population of 1416 
souls. 

Ry£, 

Is a ple=L.C1&nt town, sirnated near the Long Island 
Sound, about 29 miles from New-York, and 
nearly 7 from !'i EW Roe HELLE. 

The farm~ in the vicinity nre large and higbl7 
improved, beautifully divert1i6ed •·ith grac~ful un­
dulations and fine wood~. To the south-..ut is 
a fine point of laud, which stretches out into the 
Sound, 11dding much to the beauty of the sce11ery. 

There is also a ceiebrated and fiue beach, 
called the Rye Flat~. The country residence of 
Peter A. Jay .. E~ ... i!I in this town.• 

• Tlte Pft"l'ffl( )Ir JaJ itl the tla-..1 ,._,,.,i'lft IMC .... OCCII ...... tW. 
..,al. The "9,-llned o( Gut~.nor Ja7 was pawd _,. • ... Iii.. ll ■ Siet .,. .,.,,.,_. -.... ....,~...- aaacw ._.._......, 



The mansion is a handsome structure of wood, 
with a lofty porticoed front to the road. It ia 
well located on a gentle rise, and commands ex­
tensive and pleasing view11 or the Sound, Long 
Island, and the surrounding country. 

The Church is agreeably situated, on an emi­
nence, and forms a picturesque object in con• 
nection with the ~enery around. It was founded 
by the Rev. Mr. Muirson, in 17l7, who seems to 
have laboured here with extraordiuary success, in 
adding many to bis commuuiou. 

The late re,·ereud aud veuerable Richard Chan­
ning Moore, Bishop of Yirginia, wu for some 
years ~tor of this Church. Its present indefa. 
tigable incnmbent is the Rev. Peter S. Cbauucey. 

The Rectory stands near the Church, in a beauti­
ful situation, commanding a view of a fresh water 
stream and fine meadows. 

There are also placetl of wonbip belonging to 
the Presbyterian and Methodist persuasion._ 

Rye contains a population of 1,Sl3 souls. In 
1703 the population was computed at 800. 

&AIT CHEIT&R. 

About three miles south-west of NEw Ro­
c&&LL&, and oearer New-York, in a Yale, atuda 
tbe town of East Chester, pleuudy aituated oa a 
alt water aeek, oi tbe •me •me, fo.merl1 

•• 
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caJled Hutchinson's river. In the south-east an­
gle of the town, this creek enters a fine bay. 

The e.arlier inhabitants of this township appear 
to have been principally de,·oted to the raising of 
sheep, of which u~ful animal there must have 
been extensive flocks. 

It is no"· a fine farming district, the land being, 
although stony, warm and productive. 

This to•·u was distingui~ed in our early colo­
nial annal~ ~•r the active part it took in fiu·our of 
Governor Lci!ller, in 1689; for we fiud Lewer's 
party ~treugthened on the 3rd of J uoe, 1669, by 
the additiou of six captains and 400 men in New­
York, aud a company of 70 men from Eut 
Chester, \\-ho bad all subscribed, on that day, a 
solemn declaration to preserve the Protestant re­
ligion, and the fort of X ew-York for the Prince ol 
Orange, and the Gq,•ernor 11-bom the Prince 
might appoint as their protector.• 

This part of the country suff"ered severely dur­
ing the war of the revolution ; it was the aceDe ol 
marches, points of defence, skirmishes, and bat­
des between the two hostile armies. 

In October, I 7i6, a skirmi,;h took place in Ibis 
town, between the patriots, on their route from 
King's Bridge to West Chellter, aad the enemy 
under Lord Howe. 
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This township also embraced the neutral ground, 
where the lawless skin11ers and cow boys practised 
their black dt.~s of rapine uumolested. 

The Church is a handsome aud spacious build­
ing of stouc, ~urmouuted with a neat cupola. 
It was erected previous to the re,·olutiou, and 
seem~ to ha\'e uet!u used duiing the war as a 
hospital. It sen·ed also as a court of justice, 
t"·o skinners ha,·iug been tried there before a 
military tribuual, aud were afterwards huug at 
'\\• e~t ( 'ht-~ler. 

The Rt•\·. Mr. Bartow •-ns the first 1ninister in 
171. 3. The iuhabitants of this Parish appear to 
have been of the Presbyterian per:luaicion, until 
Mr. Ra11ow came among th,•m ; but in the year 
17, 3 thf'J' f'mhracf'd the principlf's of the Church 
of Engl:111<1. au<I recei\·t·d him a:-- tht~ir pa~tor. 

Tbis zealous man, aftf'r labouring 25 years in 
the Ben·ice of the Church, died in 1727. The 
Rev. llr. Standard sucreeded him in the duties 
of the Pari~h. Thi~ ~t-1111,·man rre~uted the bell 
to the Church .. on which t.is name is in~ribed. 

On the huildin~ of the Pn"tlelll edifice his re-.... . 
main~, and tho~ of his wife, were remo~ed 
from the old Church, aud no"· lay beneath the 
chancel. 

The Rev. Robert Bolton is the present rector. 
The Church Yard is one of the most extensive 
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i11 the couuty, and contains mauy beautiful marble 
monuments. 

There are several saw and grist mills in the 
Parish, soane of them are beautifully situated 011 

the Bronx, a fine fre~h "-ater stream that separatea 
this Parish ou the west fi-01n Yonkers, and so 
called frorn a Dutch plautcr uamed Ba-ouck. 

East Chester is considcn-d a remarkably heal­
thy situatiou, mauy iustauccs ha,·iug occurred of 
persous attaiuing ahe ad,11nced age of luo yean. 

This Parish coutaius a population of l,5t 2 
1ouls .. 



APPENDIX. 

4. 

Nsw RocRELLE, June lat. 1743. 
1IL UAIICltOFT, 

R~tntl. Sir-Our ministt-r, ye ~M' hereof. ba•ing 
communicated to tu hifl lfittt-r to )'OU of ,·e month of 0d. 
1742. w~rein he exp~ a det11re of ff'V~ting b~ na­
tiTe co1intry. and uked )"e tton"ble ~ocidy• aea,·e for that 
purpo.e; we took that dt-claration u if he had reeolffd to 
leaTf' Ufl al~~r and to wn-e our Chu~ no longer; and 
tben-f,,re made hold to addN"M oul'llldTea unto ye Hon'ble 
~ty for pro•iding u. with another. tbat we migllt not 
remain destitute. 

But hearin1t now from hi11 own mouth that be desips 
to «o no furt.Mr than London. and is willing to return, 
with )"e Hon'blf- ~ocietJ·'8 J')f'rmitlllion. for the 11enice or oar 
church: we tlW'r'f"rore upon thi11 rom,ideration take ye lib­
erty to declare and acquaint )'OU that our aid miniater, 
lioce hi• first comin~. bu c:onunUy ~ among • 
preadlin!? (• directed by ye Hon'ble Socif'ty) two ~undar• 
in Frencll and one in F.ndi111h. much to our at.isfaction 
and edification. hia doctrine being ~el')· IIOUnd. and bis pro­
nunciation full. dear, and intell•~ibl~pon which acmunt 
we maid ha-Ye wished, that he had fin itmed his days amon~ 
QC without int,-rruption. and we expPdf'd not.bin~ .-i.; 
but M it happens. a strong desire to bear from hia relati•• 
bell prevailed with him to take a journey for Europe. 
How"er. M!lf'iDC be now explain~ his mind. and promi.n 
to return amon~ us. we ~ of tbe Hon'ble SucietJ tllat 
tbq would acawcli~J be pleaed to amd him again to •, 
bJ tbe ftnt and next opportunity. 8111 if c:ontm"f to oar 
npedatioll it aboalcl fall out odlenriae, we 1ep• oar 



64 

tormer J)ftition, md beg leave to entreat ye Hon'ble Soei­
ety not to lea•e us destitute, but to continue to ua tbeir 
charity in providing us ,, itti another in hi• room,• in 
their CFP&l wisdom and g(>(AnHII th_.y shall think ftt 

Such i• J·f' prayft' of 011 undf"rwritten memben ot Nsw 
RocacLLE Churt-h, who are with great rel~ 

RCTM't"nd 1oir. 
Ye mo.t obedient humble 11enant.. 

And in yr name or all. 
,r.A. ~ SOt"Lt~r.. JF..\ "'i A ~G£\"I~, 
P£1'£R ao,~£T. JACQt"£., P. SICARD, 
GILL£ Ln:t·r,£. ALF.DA ROI.BT, 
PE1'ER SICAR'l. PETEK 8£RT~I~. 
JOH~ IAD£Al", J'ASXE XE .\. Fl"tLLE, 
A'IA X GCIOX, R08£KT Ll\"l~c..STO!f, 
hlAAC Gt'loS. J11M.. AB)I. 8.\XC9'£R. Jar., 
8AltSAICIJ HY.SLAXOF.R. ARR\I. Gl'h,1S. 
PHIUP J.": •II RHISLAXDER. llA~lt:L AXGE\"IX, 
JO..••U:PH ll'lSALPSOX. hie 
JOSA.d ~POCK. TRt:8n")I X 808Y, 
D.,!\,EL CIC' ART, matt. 
18AAC rffCAR.D, CATHF.Rl~E AXCE\"JX, 

hi• A)IBKOISF. A SIC,UlD, 
PAt"L >< SICAJlO, DA:\1t:L GIRAt:D, 

11111,k. DA:\IEL GIRACD, 
JACQl'£ PCREOT. JOHX llORE. 
ISAAC Gt'IOS. hM 
J,AIX.,:~ OE BU:Z. FREDERICK >< 8EU7UID. 
JIAR..._-cff. ~E rn-:LLE. mo1rk. 
Jogus LE COST£, JIIICIIAEL CROESU. 
JEA' ~lr..,RO, JEAX PARCOT. 
JAQC&~ B'l~~ET. ,~~AC cr,rTANT, 
JF:A~ BO~~ET. JOHS ALLEE. 
WILLIA~ RIIIXLA m>ER, JOHX FLAXDREAU. 
JAQCE FLA="DREAt:, ISAAC DAA8, 

a..., _.!!.!. ~ -~ ~ R ~0~.L"-f. 
LA V£Ut'E >< JEA.11f Jt:r.f, JAM. BARTAl!'I, 

auk. JAQUE SICARD, 
A..1'NE PAL,aER, JOHS CffADEAYl'fR, 
NARY A!(~E PALMER. GIDEOS FLORA!'fCE, 
JOIUD PIETER IUTTER. DAS.EL SICARD, 

liil GCILLEACIIE LAIIDD •• 
UIIUEL >< KlUIJARD, J..L10E BO!fm:f, 

IMft. OLIYERaaLY. 



.. 
Contf tk Grunt frone Jama, Dute uf Yort. ( l,y) RicAanl 

liidolu, Guranor of PeJJ,a,,a Jla,u,r, to T""1n&aa Ptll, 

1666. 

Ricbard N icholla, Kalq., Go,-emor under H ia Ro}al High­
Dell the l>u"e of \'ork. of all hi• Territories in America, 
To all to whom tM1le p~nts 8ball come. aendelb ireet­
ing : \\' bereM tlwre as a Cfftain Tract of I.and within tbill 
Go•eralllftlt upon the Main .. tuate, I) ing and being to tbe 
eaatward of \\. est C~r boun~ bounded to tbe weet­
ward with the ri•er called by the Indians AqumnolPtete, 
COIDIINIIIJ "DOWD by the .. :ngliab by tbe name o( Hutdl­
iDIOII'• RiTer. wbicb runnetb into the Bay lying betweea 
Thropaortoa'• Neck and Ann Hook'• Neck, commonly 
called Hutcbineon•• Bay, bounded on lbe e..t by a bruot 
called Cedar Trtt Brook. or Gra,·elly Brook. on the .outb by 
tbe 8ound whicll lieth betwt'ftl Lon,c Island and the main 
land. with all 1M itl~andt1 in the ~ound not already panted 
or othenriae dispc,aeel of. lyin~ before that t..-t of Imel• 
bounded as is brfore ex pl"efllll("d, and northwards to nm .­
tbe wondtl about ei~bt F..nglisb miles in lnadtla • die 
bounds to tJMo ~ound. wbicb aid tract of land bath hereto­
fore been puroh11ed of the Indian proprid.on, and ample 
eali.tadion 1iwen fOI' the same. ~ow K110,r TE. Thftt by 
Tirtae of tile tcMnmiaaion 11nd authority untn me~""' by 
Ria Royal u.-.~ Ja~ Duke of,. ork, ltc.. upon whom 
t-,- ~wf'~l ,rant and palnlt from His Ma~ty th.- propl'ie­
tory and P"f'l'lltnfflt or that pllll of UM! main land • well 
• of LOIII[ l,aland • all the isJancbJ adjacmt. among otlM!r 
thinp i• l!lettled. I have thought proper to gi~ grant, ND­

Ina, and ntify, and by tbe8e pff'Wnts do ~"7 p-anty coa­
tna, and ratify unto Tbom• Pell or Ondway. aliail Fair­
Wd, His Majesty'• mlony of ConllfCticaC. patlemen .. Ilia 
..,_ Md ■ ·v:s, all tbe llid tm:t f1I IIIDd boaaded • 
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aton.id, toget.ber with all the lands, islands, aeabllya, 
woods. mf"adowa. pastures. marchN. lakH, waters. crttb, 
ftshin,:. hawlin~. huntin~ and fowlin~. and all other pro­
fit11, rommoditirs. emolumt>nts aud hf'redit:1mt"nta. to the 
aid tra~t of land and itdands ht-lon~n~ with ttwm. and 
e•ery of their appuru-nanN"S. and of evt"r)· part and parcel 
tltt"tt":if: and that the t-Mid tnd of land and premi.-. •hall 
~ for M"t"r ht'n-aftC'r ht-Id, dt"mand. ttputl"d. takf"n, and be 
an f'nfr:m<"hi-.Nt tuwn!lhip, manor. and platt it.elf: •Del 
ahall ah,·ay11 fn>m tu~ :~ timt-, and at all timH ht'~f\n, 
ba'°_., hold. and «-njoy. liLf' and NJU■I rri,·il«-.:r,c :and immu­
n=tit"tl. with an)· town. mfran«-hi!l«'d plaN-, or manor within 
thi11 C'OTf'fflmNU: and "hall in no manntt of WII)" he flUb­

ordinstt- or t--ton~in: unto. ha,·.- an)' d«-pt-ndanc-y upon, or 
in any wi.- Ix- un<iC"r the- rulf'!C. ord.-r,c, or dirtttionc of any 
ridinc lownchip. nr tfl"•niehip platt. or _iurilldirt;on f'ithftr 
UJ>')II tht- !\lain or UJlOn l.oni- 1,cl:md: hut chall in all 
C&1IPC. thinria. a,,d mattMII. hr rlttm...,f, r't'put.-d. taliftl. and 
IN-Id ac 11n at..,hat.-. «-ntin- mfn1nrhi"4"<1 to\\·n111hip. manor, 
anti plarr of it•lf in thi111 s.:••"rmmPnt. anci 11h=ell hf- rulfod. 
ord,.rr.1. and dirrc-tPti in all malln,c 1111 to ~Trrnmrnt. ac­
cor.1in~h·. h)· the C.oTt"rnor and hisa Council anr1 tfM. ~n­
N"al Conm of A•izr,a: onl~· •••=-~-,. pro,-itff"ff. thttt the 
inlaahitantc nn ttN- qirf fnM"t of l:mf"f ,:-nmtr-d :met aforr,qid •n be ot,lis:P<t to ,rend forwar'111 tn the n.-u tnwn,s all 
public paclct1tc 11nrf lellfftl. or hut" and niN romin~ to thit 
pl~ or roint: from it. to any oth.-r of Iii" \tart)·•- Colo­
ni.-w: to ha•,. ~net ,., hoM t~ ""'" t~ (lf fanct and ~nt, 
with aU antt t1inj?ular t~ •rr•1rtt"n:mN"lll. 1n·~mitlf'fl. tnftther 
with tlM- pri,·il~. immnnitif"'!II. fran<"hit'ell. and advantaas 
bfin-in ~i"ffl and ~ntNf unto t~ a=d Thoma Pell. hit 
beif'l!I and acci~c to tfuo !'rn:-r u~ !!"!!! "'°~:f of t!:c a:d 
Thoma,- Pell for "'t-r. firml)·. fr"N"ly. and d.-arl)·. in a9 '•• 
and ample manrwr anrt form. and with t1U<"h full anct abiao­
lute imm,mitir,s ,md privi~ a111 hf-f.·n- i11 f'XP~- u if 
IW! hatf ht-Id the ame immNfiat,ly from Hits Ma~y the 
Kint: of f.:nc-tand. &~ &r.-~. k<"- &c. his 8Uttie9M""9 • ol 
1M Manor of East Greenwich, in 1.he County of Kftlt. ia 
he ad OMDPIOD_aoc,cap, uacl bJ fealty, GDIJ Jiefdinl, 
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rendering. and payinr; yearly and nery year, unto Bia 
Roral Highn~ the duty for effl'. and bis beira, or to 
such Go•emor • ahall from time to time be by him con­
stituted and arpo:nted. 11t1 an acknowl~t. one lamb. 
on the int day of ~lay, {if the lamb sbal1 be d~rnanded.) 

GiTen under my band and ;.eat. at Fort James. in New 
York. on the 181and )lanbattan. tbe sixth day or 
October. in the ISth yNr or the rei~n or oar aoTe­

rei~ lord, Charin the ~en>nd. by the~ of God. 
of 1i:n~nd. Scothlnd. and lrelaud, King. Defender 
of the •·aith. kc.~~ and in tbe veer ol oar 
I .ord God 1666. 

(RICHARD NICHOLLS. 





WILLIAM LEGGETT. 

AIIIOCiated with NEW ROCIRLll: is the name of ww ... 
u~~II. the fr;md o( lihrrt)' and lrutb. • 

For .ome ynn Mr. L~ wu tbe able <'Ondudol' ol 
the .. F."t-nini rO!lt." an offic:oor he wu comp«'IJed IO reaip 
in I ~35. on IK"t"Ount of ill hft!th. He afterw_. -.llliala­
ed thf- .. Plain 0-,alff •• in 1 S36. \\· ithin two yNn after, 
he f'tla'iTt"J an appointmt-nt to the Guatemala Mi•i611. 

from I.be tf~n r'"'df>nt. Mr. \"an Burm; but dfflining 
bnlth hlld by thil tirm- hrok~n down lti• constitution, and 

hi• friffldA were shortly L'lerwards called upon to drplore 

and ~i.-"~ ""f"f h 9 '°98. 
To h11 fri.-nd• he appNR to ha.-e beffl ardently .Uacb-

ed. In port C11 hew•• ahr■l• a •ip,rous. eloquent. and 
indf-pendfflt Ind«. In hi• f'f'li,tioa• opinions, be dedared 
to a rr;..n,t. •• that ;,, ",;~ he wa an inquirer. not a 
doabwr." In printe life be was di11linpialwd for die mild­
w of h;t1 ditaposition and the coartny ol hi9 mannen. 

To per1ietuate his public career, the Democratic Joan« 
men ol New-York mq rai9ed to bis memory• ctme 
monument of marble, whida is p18cld Oftf his remaiN ill 
tbe Epiaeopal Bar,illg Groand or New Rochelle 

• Ill. lAIIIIU ......... ..... ti ..... t ,,, ... I Ii • -­
.............. d◄"J 11r•---



LIST OF THE TOWN OFFICERS, k 

For the Year 1842. 

SupnTUOr, 
U.1'U1CC£ DAVUPORT, £-. 

ToNnl Clo-t. 
Jlr. BEKJAIIIN R. CARPENTEll. 

A~ 
llr. a. TOOD. Jlr. IIICIIAEL llcKEEL. llr. J. a. U?CDDm L 

r.o..illionoa of Hi«b,ap • 
.IAJRS P. BCM l'iMGTOM, EM, Jlr. !C. PCllDY, 

Jlr. JOd 80CUCE. . 

Cm11,,ti_,.0"1 q( en.- Sdtonl.. 
llr. GEORGE CASE, Jllr. J. LE cocn. •r. J. CNDEIUIILL 

lnqttlnn ef ConttllOn &ltonh, 
Jllr. £. W. VORIS. llr. G. CASE. 

Or,erattr1efPt,o,-, 
llr. JOIIK BOPKIM8, llr. JOlll'f SECO&. 

CnndaP>tt, 
Jlr. THOMAS RICH£. 

Jw,ti«,t of lk Pttztt, 
J.&.ln:S l". HC!'("TI~GTO!f. bit-. Pft~f'F.ft LE~~, E~, 
J&IIES IIARTON, EN., .Al\DREW' A. COCTA.'\a, Ea 

Pl,nda,u, 
Dr. 8JIITB, Dr. ■OCLTO~, Dr. TOIUB, Dr. DATENPORT. 

Attnrn~, 
DA'WID R.dJh90S, Eal.. WU.I.LUI JkCLELLA.'1, Ea. 

G80&GECASS.laa. 



LIST OF COACHES, ST AGES, ltc. 

Cox'!I !i-v••E• AaaA110E•E!IT.-The Tally-Ho (Oaily) 
Linti. tn t-:ut Ch~tt'"r. ~~ ROC'helle. and Mamaronect.. e,ia 
Harw-m H.ail ltoed. 11\al't» fmrn llw l\lm-inn H,,we. Kew 
RocMlle.·eTrl')' mornin; (~unda)·• ~1C1Ppled) at 7 o'clock 
A. 11 .. throuch t-:.i Chfftff to the Rail ROid. Forclbam 

Cox·• wcond Coach leaTN the Mansion Home. New 
Rochf-Ue. rvny aftttnoon (~undaya eseepled) at 4 o'dodt 
P. M .• throu~b t,:ut C~er to the Rail Road. FonllmL 
hl•ffl~ ~- th•• line mu.i Jnve tbe city by Rail Road 
at S o"clock A. M- and at 4 o·c1ock P. M .• for Forctbala, 
where Potll Coaches are in ttadillf'N to COll'ffJ U1e111 ID 
Eaat Cbelttt. New Roc-b-lle. an,t Mamaroneck. 

The Proprietor hM locawd hi• otlic,e at tbe We.at Cb11ls 
Houllle. ror:~tt of Brno~ ~trffl and the BowffJ, •-- a 
Rile of Printe Room11 hu bc.-en recentl)" Gtled ap bJ 
Chall. S. Mat.hews, Proprietor of tbe \\·eat Cbuler How, 
No. 21 Bowery. 

HAw•c11• Stage leaff.a~ew RocbeDefffJIJ MODdaJ IDd 
Friday. at 9 o"dock A. 1\1., for New-York, retllrDiDc die 
following day. 

GA1.LA1;DsT•.- ~-.. IN•n Sew Rocbelle ~ Tau-, 
and Friday. at S o'dod, A. M. 

J. Ro~iiscn·• ~~ leafft New Rocbelle "ffJ Taut1117 
and Friday, at S o"dock A. M .. for New-York. 

The ~Ew Yo•• and SEW HAVEi' Mail Line Jene the 
Wat Chester Howl No. 21 Bowery, ~~ 1·ork. nay 
mominc at half-past 7 o'clock. (Sundays ex~.) wbm 
it Jeavn at 1 o"dock A. M.., paMinc th~h Harlem. Wat 
Cbelllft'. Pel~ New Rodw-lle, Mamaronect. Rye. Port 
Chfstf-r. &c. to New HPm; returniq. will~ the Toa­
tin• ff~ ~ew HST~ "9Y day at 8 o•c1oct. P• ea; .. 
bJ thiil lilW cm tat~ tJH• Rail Road tn RMI.on. 



THE POST-OFFICE. NEW ROCHELLE. 

Letters and Newspapen deli..-erect from this Offlc,e nerr 
aonamc IDd afterDoon l Suadaya excepted) throughout tbe 
,-r. 

Tbe M•1 from ~ew Yort arla•ea at 11 o'doct A.•·; 
t ... Ille Eat at 6 o'dock P- M. 

Lea.aw to go tbe 1ame day to ~ew York. mu.t be put 
iD ..,._ 5 o'doct in aummtt, and 6 in winter; it pat iD 
after ... lloan, a daJ'• po.t will he loat. 

Letten Ill' Ille Eaena Mail 111111t be depolitat bf 1 
o"dock A. M 


