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This booklet is a reprint with corrections and additions of a 

series of articles that_ appeared In the Trenton Evening Times. They 

constitute a comprehensive history of journalism In Trenton, and 

were IDTitten for the Times Newspapers by Elma Lawson Johnston, 

after exhaustive research by HaTT1/ J. Poctmore, well knOWn Trenton 

historian. The series was published In observance of this anniversary 

vear of the Trenton State Gazette, the Trenton Evening Times and 

the Sunclav Times-Advertiser. 

It Is a fasctnat.tng stoT11 01 IOcal newspapers anli their makers; 

01 the JJOlltlcal teucls that made thr1lllng COJlll during most !Jf the 

nineteenth centUT1/, 01 colorful personalltlea who, as editors and re­

J)OTters. served the more than SO newsJJapers Trenton has had In a 

centUT1/ and a hall 

Manv 01 these older newspapers are an but forgotten. Some 01 

them lived long enough to make a thin folio Others had a longer 

existence and their 11ellowtng pages are a chronicle ot Trenton life 

and the life 01 the nation tram the troubled da11s of the Amencan 

Revolutwn. Of an the halt hundred that have come Into being. onl11 

three survive-the Trenton State Gazette, the most venerable, which 

was 140 vears_ old last September; the Times, rounding out Its first 

half century this vear, and the Sunclav Times-Advertiser that In 

January wUl complete Its fiftieth vear. These todalf are combined 

under one ownership as the Trenton Times Newspapers. 





JUDGE JAMES KERNEY 
Editor and publisher o/ Trenton Tlmu Newspaper, 





CHAPTER I 

New Jersey Gazette. 

N EWSPAPERS are contempo­
raneoua history, written from 
day to day. Th.ere may be, 
as some say, nothing ao 

dead as yesterday's newspaper, but 
certalnly the papers of yesteryear 
turnlah lllwnlnattng and often amaz­
ingly entertalnlng reading. 

Within their colwnns men and 
women of the 1ong ago live again; 
eventa, nleasant and unpleasant, take 
place once more. The lite or the day 
still exJ.sta. 

Trenton's lite dtory, trom the tune 
It waa Juat a little town at the Palla 
of the Delaware until today when It 
ts an Influential modem city, la re­
told tor those who peruse the yellow­
Ing pages or the newspapers that have 
come and gone In the past century 
and ,,. halt. For newspaper history 
In Trenton dates bael< to Isaac Col­
llna' neatly printed, tour-page paper 
that made !ta appearance 1n the vu­
lage atreeta March 4, 17'18. It waa the 
New Jeraey Clazette and forerunner 
or a Jong line of more than 50 papers 
that have come. had their day and 
vanished. Of all that number only 
three have aurvlved-the Trenton 
State Gazette, the Trenton Evening 
Times and the Sunday Times-Ad­
vertiser, known today as the Trenton 
Times Newapapera. 

For the.,e three aurvl vlng Journala 
thla la an anniversary aeaaon. The 
State Gazette was 140 years old Bep­
tember 12; on O::tober 12 the Times 
reached Its half-century mark, and on 
January 7 next the Ttmes-Advertlaer 
will complete Its llttletb year, 

In recognition or these anniver­
saries. the Times Newspapers have 
had prepared a oomprehenalve hlatorv 
of Joumallam In Trenton. l!:xhauatlve 
research work Into the past or that 
halt-hundred or more newspapers baa 
been done by Harry J. Podmore, well 
known Trenton: hlatorian, and from 
his data the present account baa 
been Written. 

A faaclnatlng tale It la, moat of 
It laid In the 19th century, when men 
took their politics with an lntenalty 
unknown today and when, to fur­
ther their party or favorite candidate, 
they Inveighed With deadly cruelty 
agalnat their opponents. Vituperation 
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and vll1llcatlon were oommonly In­
dulged In when men's paaalDDB were 
Inflamed with the heat of polltlcal 
campaigns. El1itora oald one another 
back In bitter terms. tn tact, politics 
and the feuds they engendered loom 
large In any account of Trenton 
Journalism. 

lta pages are colored, too, by the 
vivid peraonalltlea of picturesque edJ­
tors. Trenton b.aa oeen fortunate 
since newspaper-making began here, 
In having as editors men Uvlng In 
the town. known to their fellow citi­
zens and haV!ng at b.e:m. the Inter­
ests of the community, despite ·their 
unbridled attacks upon their op­
ponents. 

Among these nave oeen such men 
as James Jell'eraon Wlleon, an early 
editor ot the True American. Pear­
leaa, energetic, be wielded a powertUI 
pen tor Jell'eraonlan Democracy. tn 
the spirit of his day, be waged a cam­
paign against the rlva.1 Pederallat, 
that tor brutality or expression seems 
almost unbelievable In tills more tem­
perate age. 

Then there were the Sber.nans, 
fnther and two BOOII a~d at a l'lter 
tlme, associated al.so with the True 
American, that gifted family, the 
Naars. They were f.!,tber, ne;,hew and 
aon. tntenae Democrats, their paper 
waa always an llltluentlal organ tor 
the party. During the CIVIi War days 
Judge Davld Naar's southern sym­
pathies brought down upon him and 
bla oll'endlng sheet the wrath of bla 
Unionist neighbors. 

Among the edl tors who left a defi­
nite Impress upon both local Journal­
Ism and the city was John Lawrence 
Murphy who, with bla partner, Charles 
Bechtel, waa tor eome years owner 
and publisher of the State Gazette. 
The span of Mr. Murphy's life cov­
ered amazlng <levelopment In the 
newspaper bualneaa, especially In the 
mechanical aide or. newa gathering 
and printing. 

Keeping things lively Ill the field or 
reporting a few generations ago were 
Franklin 8. Mills and "Charlie" Jay. 
MUia bad his fling not only as re­
porter, but as editor and publisher, 
serving nearly a dozen or the papera 
or hla time. Jay, a r,rolltlc founder 



"f newupapers, wm best be remem· 
bered for his unl1ag:;lng zest In news 
gathering and for hls recklessness In 
starting newspaper controversies. 

In more reoent years tbere came 
Lawrence s. Mott. "Larry" to his In· 
ttmate,,, who, founding what has be· 
come the Trenton Times of today, 
Indelibly stamped that newspaper 
with bis personality. The lcieala of 
service to the community and of f1-
dellty 111 news reporting that be set 
for his paper were something of a 
novelty for bis age. Today they are 
commonly accepted as the standards 
of all reputable papers. 

Ea.ch of the editors whn has fol• 
lowed In :M:. Mott's footsteps has car­
ried on bis traditions. Gifted With 
real vision, unfaltering courage and 
ready Wit and With a sympathetic 
understanding of the foibles and 
weaknesses of his fellow men, Judge 
J'ames Kerney, presen1i owner and 
publisher of tbe Times and Its aaso­
cta ted papers, has realized more of 
Mott's Gmbltlons than the older edl· 
tor would probably ever have be· 
lleved possible. 

Many of the men Who founded and 
served these old newspapers are al­
most forgotten. Some of their papers 
make a thin folio. Others had a 
tuller span of life and their 111'111 are 
a little larger. Many are merely a 
name, not a single edition survlvtng 
In 1932. 

Isaac Colllns's little New Jersey 
Guette, Trenton•• flrst newspaper. 
made Its appearance In the troubled 
day• of the American Revolution. 
Trenton waa- then the scene of a good 
deal or war activity. Continental 
troops were puslng and repasslng 
through the otreets. Brigadier Gen­
eral count Casimir PUlaskJ and his 
troop or ca valrv nad headquarters In 
the town. Admiralty courts were be· 
Ing held here and pr!Bonera of war 
were confined Within the Jail. Oood8 
and valualJle papers, removed ,rom 
Philadelphia when that city wao 
taken over by the enemy, were stored 
here. 

The British werl! well aware that 
Trenton was a vantage point and 
twice enemy troops had occupied the 
place. The fear that they would In­
vade It again was not without founda­
tion. Yet this threatening condition 
of afralrs did not prevent Dla.ac COl­
llno. Quaker, one of the notable 
prtr,ters of Colonial and Revolutionary 
tlm,,s from moving his printing es­
tabh•hment from Burlington to the 
vlllage at the Falla of .the Delaware. 

lt. was · probably no mere chance 
that brought Colllno to Trenton, but 
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rather the fact thnt the town was 
a safe distance tram 00th New York 
and PhU11delphla0 then In possession 
of the British. and was a more cen­
tral J>')lnt for publishing than Bur­
lington. 

It was In the latter town, In De­
cember. 1777, thnt the New Jersey 
Gazette came Into being. Encouraged 
by Governor William Livingston. COl· 
llns established nls Journal to com­
bat Tory propaganda. He printed It 
In the quaint little one-story shop on 
High Street, where In 1729 Benjamin 
Franklin had printed the flrst con­
tinental money. It Is likely that the 
Issue of March 4, 1778, was the flrst 
piece of printed matter to come from 
tbe new shop at Trenton. 

The new printing establishment had 
been ln the village Jess than ten weeks 
when there was another war alarm. 
On the morntnii of 1\lay 8, 1778, a 
British expedl tlon, conolstlng of 
armed v.,...ls and Oat-bottomed 
boats Invaded Bordentown as a re­
prisal for the mechanical explosive 
kegs sent from that place In the 
Winter previous to destroy shlpo an­
chored off the down-river city. The 
day !ollowtng the expedition beaded 
!or Trenton. 

The local militia wttb several 
pieces of artlJlery, under command 
of General Dickinson, f1red upon the 
enemy at Biles Island where they 
were destroying buildings. Thia 
forced their r,,ttrement and saved 
Trenton from threatened Invasion. A 
few weeks later, In June, General 
Clinton's large ;mny of British and 
Hessians were en route across the 
Jerseys to New York City, after va­
cating Philadelphia, Infantry, cav­
alry, baggage wagons, machine and 
blacksmith shops on wbeelB and 
wagons of army supplies, having 
crossed at Cooper's Ferry Into Jersey, 
headed north. 

General Maxwell's brigade, whoee 
heavy baggage was left In the barracks 
here, together with local mllltta 
hurriedly left to harass the approach­
Ing enemy. Meanwhile General 
Washington and bis army, en route 
from Valley Forge, was preparing to 
cross the Delaware at Coryell'• Perry 
(now LambertvlJle) to bead off the 
enemy. 

Just at dawn on the morning of 
June 23, an advance party · of the 
British · passed through Bordentown 
on·. their- way to Crosswlcks creek 
drawbridge, near White Horse. An 
engagement With the Cont!nentalB 
here checked any further advanc• to 
Trenton •. 
· But . the foraging party bad come 



THE NEW JERSEY GAZET.rE 
Isaac comns• newspaper, the first published fn Trenton, fS8ued 

MOJ'tlh 4, 17'i'8. The photograph shows the first page of the first i/lBue 
printed here. 

'1 



near enough to Trenton to give the 
Vlllagera grave con .ern and to Inter­
fere with the bustnes, of the town. 
In the 1UUe of the New Jeney Ga­
zette for July 1, 1'1'78, Coll1na lnaeTted 
this brtef statement: 

"The near approach of the enemy 
prevented the publication of tb1a pa­
per laat week." 

The title page of that 1UUe waa 
dated June 24, but the remainder of 
the papu waa prtnted undu date of 
July 1. clearly tndlcat1ng that the 
June 24 edition was In preparation 
when the alarm cauaed lta tempoTB.TY 
suspension. 

Juat where the ortglnal printing 
shop of IaaaC Coll1na at Trenton was 
located la not deAnltely known, but 
It appears to have been a two-story 
wooden bulldlng that stood on the 
east aide of Klng (now Warren) 
Street, near East Hanovu Street. 
Thla shop la refened to In records 
of the day as the "prtnting olllce." 
It la mentioned again by that :name 
In an advertisement that Chartty 
Britton, who lived In a large house 
on or near the site of the Trent 
Theatre, had Inserted In Coll1na' pa­
per In the laaue of January 22, 1783. 
Four years earuu, Peter Cl'Ollua, 
merchant, advertlaed !n the aame 
paper, giving hla place of bualneaa 
as "opposite the prtnttng om.ce." 
These notices apparently all refured 
to thi, aame ahop, for there la no 
record of any other prtntlng eatab­
llahment In the wwn at that time. 

No deacrtptlon of Isaac coruna• 
printing shop has been handed down 
to ua, but from contemporary ref­
erences lt seems that In all proba­
bility the shop waa housed In a large 
front room on the lirst floor and the 
other rooms were occupied by the 
family. 

Very much more la known of Col­
Ulla hlmaelf tor he was an outstand­
ing J..,-aeyman ot Colonial and Revo­
lutionary days. Be was born Feb­
ruary 16, 1748, near Brandywine 
Creek, two miles from Centre Meet­
Ing Bouse. New Castle County, Dela­
ware. Following death of hla parent& 
when he was qulte young, he waa 
reared by hla uncle, John Hammond, 
who apprenticed him to James 
Adams, printer, a.t Wilmington, Dela­
ware. Several years later he was em­
ployed ln the printing shop of Wil­
liam Rind. Wllllamaburg, Virginia. 
In 1788 comna moved to Philadelphia, 
where he found employment In the 
printing ahope of W111lam Goddard 
and others. For a brief time he waa 
In partnersnlp with Joseph Crutk­
ehank, prtnter. In the Autumn of 
1770 the Provincial Aaaembly of New 
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Jersey granted Co111na a commlaalon 
aa King's Prtnter for the Province. 
After the outbreak of the Revolution 
he was made prtnter for the State. 

During hla realdence In Trenton 
Isaac Co111na beeame one of lta moat 
prominent and highly respected citi­
zens. Ba waa a member of the Onion 
l"lre eompany of Trenton and one of 
the founders of the Trenton Academy. 

ISAAC COLLINS 
Famoua Jer1evman o/ Revolu­

tlonarg da:v,, who Jounded first 
Trenton newspaper, the New 
J er,ei, Gazette. 

Collins was a staunch member of 
the society of Friends, and waa well 
known tor his honesty and fair deal­
ing. 

The famoUt printer was married 
twice and the father of fourteen 
children. Hla llrat wife, Rachel 
Budd, wa.a a great-granddaughter of 
Mahlon Stacy, the llrat settler at 
Trenton. Collins died at Burlington 
March 21, 1817. 

As printer for the Colony, Collins 



published lta laws. Like Benjamin 
PronkUn. he printed and sold books. 
Like Pranklln. toO, he printed and 
publlahed an atmanac Ghat came tram 
his press for 28 years wit.bout Inter­
ruption. The 1lrst number of that 
annual bearing the Trenton Imprint 
was the one for 1779. Three 1lnea 
In the New Jersey Gazette announc. 
Its publication: 
"On Saturday next W1ll be published 

THE NEW-JERSEY ALMANACK 
for the year of our Lord. 1'179." 

Colllns' printing shop wu not a 
lucrative enterprlae. In order to eke 
out a living for his large family, he 
supplemented the Income tram hts 
prua by the sale of medlclnea. paper. 
tea, stationery, boolta. He acted alao 
as an agent fe>r the we of alavea. 
In 1783 or earlier he became a part­
ner with James Ewing. la'.er Ma.-or 
of Trenton. In a 119nera1 mercliandls­
lng b1111lneaa. lt Is pre3umed that 
this new concern bega:n operation 
under the aame roof wt~~ the print­
Ing shop, but soon after removed to 
larger quartere at the southeast corner 
of Broad and Sta.te Streets, as Indi­
cated by the fe>llowlng advertisement 
In the New Jeraey Gazette. July 2, 
1783: 

"Colllns & Ewing-Have removed 
their store to .the hotllM! In which Mr. 
Jamea Paxton lately lived. directly 
oppoalte Samuel Tucker's Esq., In 
Trenton, where they have J1111t opened 
a very general assortment of Euro­
pean. Ea.at and West India goods, 
suitable for the season, which they 
are selllng on the lowest terms for 
cash or country produce." 

With the Issue of Wednesday, July 
18, 1783, Oolllna suspended the pub­
lication of the New Jereey Gazette 
because of very feeble support. 
"Large arreare" and "unsettled state 
of accounts" had forced him to take 
this action. He made It clear, how­
ever, In his cloalng announcement 
that the paper might be revived when 
conditions warranted It. His position 
In this matter Is ·shown In the fol­
lowing excerpt tram his statement: 
. "Th• revival of The New Jersey 

Gazette wlll depend on the Pub­
lisher's success In collectlng the ar­
reare due to him on account of It, 
and on thft prospect he may have 
of publishing It 1n future to some 
advantage." 

Suspension of the Gazette, coming 
as It did on the heels of the an­
nouncement of the removal of the 
merchandising buslneaa, would seem 
to Indicate that Co!Una Intended to 
devote moat of hi• ,1me to the new 
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enterprise. In the next few months, 
however, things must have taken a 
brighter turn In the printing ahop 
for, on December 9, the plucky pub­
licist resumed the publlcatloll of his 
newspaper. 

In June of the followtng year, Col­
, Una removed his printing ahop to the 
house at Broad lllld state Streets. 
The announcement <'f his removal In 
The New Jersey Gazette, June 31, 
l'!H, reads: 

"The printing omce Is removed to 
the House occupied aa a Store by 
Collins & Ewing, where the P:lntlng 
ts carried on as usual. • • • Isaac 
Collins and Jamea W. Ewing." 

The new quartere were located on 
what wu destined to became Tren­
ton'• famous printing and pub'Uah­
lng corner. They occupied a 'IJ)lldous 
dwe11lng that faced State Street. It 
was considered one of the best loca­
tions In the town and otrered excel­
lent facilities for blllllneaa. A room 
on the llrst lloor wu used as a store. 
and the large front room on the 
second lloor wu occupied by the 
printing shop. Above thla room was 
a wareroom of the aame lllze. There 
waa a large garden. a storehouse, 
smokehouse, carriage house, stable 
and other outbulld1ngs on the prop­
erty. 

A 11 ttle less than two years after 
the removal, the partnerehlp of Col­
lins and Ewing wu d1ssolved by mu-
tual consent. . 

The New Jereey Gazette, published 
at Trenton from 1778 to three yeare 
after the signing of the peeee treaty 
with Great Britain, was the 1lrst pa­
per In the State to survive for a 
period of years, and wu a forerunner 
of the present Trenton state Gazette. 
The paper had Its beginning aa a 
tiny sheet, nine by fourteen Inches, 
with four columns to a page. War 
news, adverttsementa, notices ot 
various kinds, political lettere, com­
munications, but very little local 
news, made up lta contents. When 
the paper was resumed, December 9, 
1783, after !ta brief suspension from 
July, It appeared In entarg,!d form, 
ten by sixteen Inches. 

Although aubaldlzed by the New 
Jersey Legtalature to the extent ot a 
guarantee of seven hundred sub­
scrlbere within six monthe after It 
was started, and foatered by special 
provisions Including . the exemption 
of the printer nnd four workmen 
from service In the militia, the New 
Jereey Gazette had a hard struggle 
to exist. James Melvin Lee, author 
ol an excellent history of Je>urnallsm, 



mentions the Gazette aa one of the 
very few State subsidized newspapers 
In his "Blatory of American Journal­
ism." Numerous dlll!cultles had to 
be surmounted and a larger patron­
age secured. 

The urgent need for raga during 
the Revolution, which added to Col· 
llna' dlfllcultles In publishing his 
paper, Is revealed In an announce­
ment of Stacy Potts and John Rey­
nolds, who In 1 '178 built a paper mlll 
In the village. They appealed to the 
patriotism of the women and to 
mothers In particular who had chil­
dren In school, to save every particle 
for the mW. Their announcement In 
Colllna' paper, January 20, 1'7'19, reads: 

"The subscribers having heretofore 
addressed the good women of this 
state, lntreatlng them to save all 
the rags that they possibly coU!d In 
their families, the smallest pairing 
being useful In the manutacturlng of 
paper, 'which as friends to their na­
tive country, the subscribers hope 
they have paid attention to. There­
fore as a farther Inducement to them 
they now promise one sh11llng per 
pound tor all clean linen raga they 
deliver at any of the places mentioned 
In the former advertisement. · 

"They woU!d airer ::o the considera­
tion of those mothers who have chil­
dren going to school, the present 
great scarcity of that usefUI article, 
Without which their going to school 
WOUid a Vall them but II ttle. • • • 
Stacy Pott.a. John ·Reynolds." 

The scarcity of paper was a oon­
tlnUal worry. Colllna repeatedly an­
nounced ID his publication that he 
woU!d pay a good price In ca.ah "for 
clean linen rags, and hogs' bristle." 
About 11ve weeka after coming to 
Trenton the scarcity became so acute 
that he waa compelled to announce: 
"No more subscriptions can. be re­
ceived at present for this Gazette for 
want of paper." 

The need of Journeymen and ap­
prentices waa another problem that 
faced Cotllns, and he continually ad• 
vertlsed for them olrerlng exemption 
from service In the militia and "hand­
some wages" as special lnducemen t.a. 
The holdup of U>.e mall by Inclement 
weather, or Its non-arrival caused ,by 
capture of the post rider by the 
British, added to Lhe dlfflcU!tles of 
distribution. 

The biggest ·problem of all, ·hOW• 
ever, was to collect for aubacrlpttons. 
.::>e110.t1on of paper currency In 1 '7'19 
and 1780, called for a number of In• 
creaaea In rates for aubllcrlptlons and 
advertlsln~ space, After endeavoring 
to collect In caah for his paper, Col• 
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llns offered to meet the situation by 
taltlng debts owed to blm on · a part 
casl1 and part baiter baals, "one-thlr~ 
of ,. dollar In produce and half . ,. 
dollar In gold or silver." · 

The discouraging condltlona con• 
fronting Collins were rellected not 
only In his many announcements and 
the suspension of bis paper -.from 
JUiy. 1783, to December, 1783, but 
also In I ts demise In 1786. The 11nt 
pim,.graph of his tare-well ,-nnounce­
ment In the laat Issue of his paper, 
Monday, November 27, 1786, tells the 
stor:v of his 1lna1 struggle to main taln 
the publication. It reads: · 

"'l'hls day's Gazette, No. 446, com­
pletes the year. The little 'encour­
agement given to the circulation of It 
during the last eighteen montba, and 
the Impossibility 01 collecting .. pay­
ment, hB8 determined the Printer to 
drop the publication. To those· wlio 
punctually .. fu111lled their engage­
menta, and to his correspondenta, _he 
returns his sincere thanks." 

A complete 111e of The New Jersey 
Gazette-December 5, 1777, tu No­
vember 27, 1'186-18 a narrative of at 
leaat half of the American --~Y.o\u­
tlon. One of the. most ,Interesting 
11nt-hand documents published In 
paper la a letter appearing In a JUiy 
Issue of 1778 from General .Charles 
Lee, In which he pleads for a :•.aus­
penslon ot Judgment" on the charges 
agalnSt him for his behavior at the 
Battle of Monmouth. The lettec,. -!'C• 
cording to. the New Jersey &!'Chi.!fl"• 
waa "probably the 11nt public _._an-. 
nouncement made by Lee after bis 
flaaco upon the field of Monmouth," 

In another tsaue of the same month 
appears the 11rst weather record ··pub• 
Ushed In a New Jeraey newspaper. 
It reads: 

"Princeton, JUiy 14-0n Thursday, 
the 9th Inst., at two o'clock In the 
afternoon, the Mercury In Fahren• 
helt'• thermometer roae to 98 3·10, 
on Friday at the same hour to 9'7 
7-10." 

A political communication; written 
by a woman who signs herself "Be~ 
llnda," appeared In the paper May 
6, 1778. This 18 believed to have been 
the 11rst contribution of tha nature 
by a women to an American news• 
paper. The writer waa probably Annis 
Boudinot Stockton, of Princeton, wife 
of Richard Stockton, th·e Signer, 

In Issues of JUiy 26, August 1. 8, 
and 16, 1785, Lieutenant John Fitch, 
advertises for sale his map of the _ter" 
rltory northwest of the Ohio. The 
money Fitch obta!Jied ,··through the 
sale of these niaps he devoted· to hla 
early experiments In ateam · navlga-



tlon. Isaac Collins was his Trenton 
ngent. 

After the newspaper ceased to enst, 
Collins devoted nls time to his store 
and the printing and publJahlng o[ 
some pretentious works, wl:rl,:h are 
engerly sought today hy bibliophiles. 

· One of his outstanding works was a. 
quarto edltJon or the Blble-the llrst 
Bible printed In the State and one 
or the llrst two-quarto Bibles printed 
In America. This .was Issued In 1791, 
and was popula.r 1or many years. It 
Is considered a creditable specimen 
of typography. Colllns, and his chi!· 
dren read the proof. being assisted at 
times by the Rev James Armstrong, 
pastor of the Presoyterlan Church. 
In 1793 he Issued an octavo edition. 

Colllns also prlnt.ed and published, 
In 1788, the llrst New Testament 
printed In New Jersey. One of the 
11rst books, If not the l!rst, that came 
rrom his press at Trenton was by 
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Anthony Beneut. and bore the 
lengthy title, "The Mighty Dlstroyer 
Displayed, In 50me Account of the 
Dreadful Havoc made by the Use as 
well as the Abuse of Dlstllled Spirit• 
ous Llq~ors, by a Lover of Mankind." 
The Imprints rrom Colllns' press 
while at ,:;renton total more than one 
hundred and thirty, and those at 
Burlington number lift)'. 

In February, 1796, Colllna adver­
tised for sale his ·business place at 
Broad and State Streets. At that 
partlcula.r time he stlll occupied the 
premises. Later In the year he re• 
moved to New York and opened an 
office on Pearl Street. · 

Early In 1797, Hetu"Y Drake, a 
prominent tavernkeeper, opened a 
hostelry In the former dwelling of 
Isaac Colllns. It did not remain a 
house of entertainment very long, for 
In the next year It again became a 
printing office and the home of an• 
other Gazette. 



CHAPTER II. 

Trenton Mercury and the WP.ekly Advertiser. 

Within six montha after the New 
Jeney Gazette IIWlpendecl publication. 
a newspaper entltlecl The Trenton 
Mercury ancl the Weekly Aclvertl!er, 
waa founded In a. printing &bop on 
warren Street, opposl te St. Micha.el'• 
EplscopUl Ch\ll"Ch. Its publlahera were 
Fredertcic c. Quequelle and Qearge 
M::WYBDD -:f"~ 'r.,,,_,..,"\'-

Probably the neecl of Isaac' Colllna' 
former aubacribera tor a. local news­
paper and lllCewlse the hope Its pub­
llshera hacl of securing some or the 
public printing prompted Its publica­
tion. ID the one week tha.t two 
numbers were printed. the pa.per 
achieved some fa.me, being the 1lrat 
newr,,aper In the State to lsSUe twice 
In 11even da.ya. 

Por a small paper of two pages, 
only 10 by 16 lnchea, It carried a 
lengthy name. After 11everal laauea 
thls waa a.lterecl to The Peclera.1 Poat, 
or, The Trenton Weekly Mercury. 
Under Its banner head appeared the 
rollowlng motto, characterlZIDg the 
principle of the free press: "Here 
Truth unllcena'd reigns: and dares 
accost-.,'en Kings themaelvea, or 
Rulers of the Pree--Thomaon'a Lib· 
erty." 

waa owing to a .scarcity at pr...,nt 
or printing paper, there being no 
clenny to be procured In New Jersey." 

To meet the conditions the news­
paper was reduced In size to 9 by 15 
Inches and !ta name abbreviated to 
The Federal Poat. The publlahera 
desiring to make up for thls dellc­
lency announced that thereafter the 
Journa.1 would be lsaued aeml•weekly. 
the days or publication being Tues­
days and Fridays. 

In launching thla Innovation, It ls 
evident. tale publlahera planned for 
greater thlnga than they were able 
to accomplL!h. While the pa.per was 
reduced In s!ze, In accordance With 
the announcement, only one addl· 
tlona.1 !88Ue was published. Thia a.p­
pearea under date or October a. 

Once more the dllhculty or collect­
Ing ca.ah for advert!aementa and eub­
acr!ptlons arose, and In the lsaue or 
October 28, the publlahera declared 
that they would accept In country 
produce the money owed them. 

The Federal Poat probably IIWI• 
pended publication early In 1789. The 
la.at known !Uue la January 27. It 
Is presumed that the printing om.ce 
cl011ed abo•t the a.a.me time. During 
the life or the newspaper, book& were 
sold at the abop, and a table tor 

The elate of the II.rat laaue of the 
paper ls not dellnltely known, a.a a 
complete ftle does not ex!at. Prom 
the few preserved copies It la aacer- meaaurlng lumber waa publlahed by 
talned that It waa started May "16. it. the llrm. 
1787. TUeaday was the regular day Frederick C. Quequelle and George 
of publication. M. Wilson are both obscure llgurea aa 

Two or the serious problems that far a.a Trenton ;,lstory la concerned. 
confronted Isaac Collin• In the publl· A Frederick Quequelle In conjunction 
cation of The New Jersey Gazette a.180 with James Prange publlshed for a 
confronted Quequelle and Wllaon- • few month• The New Jersey Magazine 
the .scarcity of paper ancl the dim.- ancl Monthly Aclvertlser, an early 
culty or colleotlng for advertlsementa periodical or New· Bnmaw!clt. 
and aubacrlptlona. In October, 1787, Quequelle and 

In September, 1788, the neecl for Wilson petitioned the New Jeraey 
paper beCa.me urgent, a.a the follow- Assembly. "pr6y!ng that they be ,ap­
ing announcement from the laaue of pointed to prtr.t the Laws and Min­
September 9 lncllcates: utes or the Leglalat\U'e." The petl-

"The reaaon or thla Paper's not be- tlon wa& given a aeoond reeding, 
Ing published thla morning, aa usual, ordered "to lie on the table." 
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CRAPTER m 
The State Gazette. 

Of all Trenton newspapers the 
Trenton State Gazette la the moat 
Important hlatorlcally. "11 thla la 
written the venerable publication la 
atrlcUng along In Its 141st year. "11 
a matter ot tact It la the second 
oldest newspaper In New Jersey and 
one or the oldest In the country, With 
" continuous publication dating trom 
post-Revolutionary times. 

Founded when the town'a popula­
tion waa amaU. Its early numbers are 
typical ot newapapers In the day when 
stage coach and ;,oat rider were the 
main means ot communication. Al­
though almost devoid ot local news, 
It sup::,lled the needs ot the time. 
and our great-grandtathers who recd 
Its pages by the Ulcker ot candle light 
were Just as entertained by Its con­
tents as la tbe more sopblaticated 
reader ot today's newspapers. 

Because or Its existence ot nearly a 
century and a halt, the State Ga­
?.ette la a valuable hlatorlcal record. 
As aource ma terlal on American 
lite. !ta files, particularly the earliest 
ones, rank very high. The death o! 
Washington and the deaths or every 
Chier Executive or the nation since 
that time are recorded In Its wues. 
Its pages are a chronicle or Trenton 
lite and or the great events In 
American hlatory since the beginning 
of the Republic. 

A newspaper that baa wttneaaed the 
beginning and passing or literally 
dozelll' ot Its contemporaries must 
necessarily have an Interesting hla­
tory. In the State Gazette•• case, In­
volving merger atter merger, not to 
mention trequent modl!lcation of 
name, the history must alao be an 
Involved one. Only the moat recent 
research has thrown a clear Ugh t 
upon I ta heretotore vague story. 

The State Gazette was !lrst pub­
llahed :ia the New Jersey State Ga­
zette on Wednesday, September 12, 
1792, by Mathias Day & co. Volume 
one, number one, ot this newspaper 
Is still on !Ile In the arch I vea or the 
New Jersey Historical Society In 
Newark. · 

Thi• !Ile In the Hlatorlcal Society 
not only eatabllahes de!lnltely the !lrst 
publication date or the nel71!paper, 
but alao clears up doubts that :..ave 
previously existed about Its original 
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name. It· shows, too, that the original 
owner waa a company and that what­
ever claim Mathlaa Day la entitled to 
as rounder of the paper must be 
shared with some one else who evi­
dently gave him !lnanclal baclclng. 

Mathias Day, one of tha rounders 
or the later True American as well 
as the State Gazette, waa a practical 
printer. Like printers ot hla time, he 
publlabed an almanac and aold books, 
medlclnea and general mercllandlae. 
Several rare works bear hla 'l'renton 
Imprint. Arter leaving the town he 
went to Newark, where he reoelved 
appointment as postmaster. In later 
years, he conducted a publlablng 
business In New York City. 

The tlrst wue of hla pa.per in­
torms the public that Its place or 
publication la "near the Martet." In 
the Wednesday, December 26, paper, 
a little more than three months later, 
Its place ut publication la given as 
"In King Street." There seems to btJ 
good reason to believe that the King 
( now Warren) Street location, waa 
none other th,1n the prtntlng shop 
supposedly occupied by Isaac Colllna, 
when he came to Trenton In 1778. 

In announcing their !lrst laaue, 
Mathias Day & Company had the 
tollowlng to say: 

"Although the time which was !lrst 
proposed for the publication of thla 
paper, has been considerably exceeded, 
the publishers, after aurmounting 
many dl!llcultles ,>ecullar to an un­
dertaking or the kind, are at length 
happy In being enabled to lay betore 
their liberal patrons, the !lrat num­
ber of the New Jersey State Gazette: 
In the prosecution of which, It will 
ever be their Invariable aim, by the 
strictest assiduity and attention, to 
render It at all times a vehicle of such 
Interesting Information and rational 
amusement, as will amply compensate 
for the generous encouragement 
which baa prompted them to at­
tempt." 

The publishers also mate an 
apology for the appearance of the 
paper In old type, explaining, how­
ever, that a supply of new metal was 
expected dally and would be substi­
tuted as aoon as possible. 

The !lrst lasue contains only three 



ndvertl..oements, one of whl:h ta the 
publisher's own. expressing a desire 
to buy "Linen and GoCd Rags." An­
other advertisement Is Inserted by 
John Singer, merchant, who olrers for 
sale med.lclnes, snuff. ..Essence for 
Tooth Ach," "also a few plays and 
books." John Wiggins, the only other 
advertiser, applies for an apprentice 
to the "tailoring business." 

Isaac Colllns, who at tile time had 
quite a book trade at State and Broad 
Streeta. was one of the l!rst Trenton 
merchanta to appreciate the value of 
extensive advertising. In later Issues 
be subscribed to an entire column of 
the paper to Inform the public of his 
wares. 

The price of the New Jersey State 
Gazette was 12 shllllngs a year. post­
age to be paid by the subscribers, If 
sent by post, one-haU of the subscrip­
tion price to he paid down. 

Improved In Its appearance by 
"handsome new type," the State Ga­
zette for March 27, 1793, sets forth 
that It Is now printed by Mathias Day 
nnd George F. Hopkins. There Is 
every reason to believe on the face 
ot tills announcement, that Hopkins 
was not a new partner In the busi­
ness, but that bis Identity In the 
firm bad only been obscured by the 
rormer trade name or Mathias Day 
& C-o. 

Hopkins was another of the well­
known printers or his time. After 
leaving Trenton he went to New 
Brunswick to become eventually edi­
tor and publisher or The New Jersey 
Federalist, previously Arnett's New 
Jersey Federalist. A little more than 
three montbs after taking over the 
paper he changed Its name to Genius 
or. Liberty and r.ew. Brunswick Ad­
vertiser. Hopkins soon gave up the 
newapaper and went to New York. 
There he was associated with Noah 
Webster, celebrated lexicographer, and 
others In the American Minerva, 
which was lsSucd May, 1796, under 
the title of The Minerva and Mercan­
tile. Evening Advertiser, by the !!rm 
of Hopkins, Webb & Co. In after 
years Hopkins operated a paper mlll 
In New Jersey. 

The partnership of Day and Hop­
kins did not long survive, and on 
Wednesday, February 26, 1794, there 
was carried In tbe columns of the 
paper · the statement that the !!rm 
hnd been. dlsSolved. Mr. Day con­
tinued as owner, and for some reason 
changed the paper's name. On July 
12, 1796, .It appeared as The State 
Gazette and New Jersey Advertiser. 

When on August 29, 1797, the paper 
had completed Its fifth year, Mr. Pay 

· took the opp~rtunlty to request those 
who wore Indebted to hlm to make a 
cash payment. He stated that "In 
these hard times a little cash would 
be very acceptable." Tile plea was 
certainly Justified. some or his sub­
scribers being from two to five years 
in arrears. 
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'The printing office Is removed to 
tile House formerly occupied by Isaac 
Collins.'' said the paper on April 24, 
1798. This was the southeast corner 
of what Is now Broad and State 
streets, Colllns' last printing office In 
Trenton. 

One of the Gazette's many changes 
In ownership occurred March 4, 1799, 
when Mathias Day Informed the pub­
lic that he had sold his enterprise to 
George Sherman and John Mershon. 
Tills sale Inaugurated a fifty-four 
year con trot of the Gazette by the. 
Sherman family. The new owners 
published the paper March 5, 1799, 
under Its original name, New Jersey 
State Gazette, and began a new 
numeration. 

George Sherman, the 11rst or his 
family to be associated with the State 
Gazette, was, Uke Isaac Co111n8, a 
member of the Society of Friends. 
Born at New Haven, Conn .. he be­
longed to a family that counted 
among :ts members many prominent 
men. After an elementary education 
he entered the office of tile Connect!• 
cut Journal as an apprentice. He 
came to Trenton about 1797. For 
yeal'3 he was active In politics. 

Less than a month a!ter Mr. Sher­
man and Mr. Mershon acquired the 
Gazette one I. Thomas became a part­
ner In the firm. A few week!I after 
his arrival the place or publication 
was changed. Tile paper of .April 9 
carried the statement that "tomorrow 
this office will be removed to the 
Main Street, opposite the Indian 
QUeen Tavern." A year later It was 
moved again to the shop of James 
B. Machett, three doors north of the 
tavern. The Lincoln Theatre now 
covers the site of the building. 

In respect to the memory of George 
Washington, the papers of December 
31, 1799, and January 2, 1800, con­
taining notices or the death of the 
nation's first President, appeared 
with heavy black borders. 

The first of the many mergers that. 
have marked the Gazette's career took 
place In June, 1800. Tile paper, under 
the manngement ot Sherman, Mer­
shon and Thomas. was a conservative 
Federalist· Journal, •Which now ·ab­
sorbed The Federalist: New Jersey 
Gazette, a radical Federalist. organ 
rounded In 1798. PrevloUBly the two 



THE FIRST STATE GAZETTE 
First page o/ Volume 1, No. 1, the very first issue o/ the New Jersey 

State Gazette. It is /rom this paper 1]Tinted by Matthias Dav n.,,r1. 
Co. that the present Trenton State Gazette is directly descended. 
One o/ the rare copies tliat has survived nearly 150 years is in the 
New Jersey Historical Society at Newark, and this photograph is by 
courtesy of that Society. 
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papers were rlvala, but with all dif­
ferences forgotten, Genhom Craft, . 
editor and owner Of the PedeNllat. 
Joined hands with Sherman, llllerahon 
and Thomaa In a vlgoroua campaign 
for the Federalist cauae. 

Accordingly In July, the combined 
papers appeared with the title, The 
l"ederallst and New JerRy state Ga­
zette, bearing the names of Sherman, 
Merahon. Thomaa and cratt, but with 
no new numeration, the numerical 
order of the Gazette being continued. 

In Beptember, Mr. Craft withdrew 
from the llrm and the paper waa 
continued by Sherman, llllerahon and 
Thomaa. Late In the same year 
Thomaa also Withdrew. Another 
change In name waa made May, 18112. 
The Federalist and New Jersey Ga­
zette then appeared aa the Trenton 
Federalist. The l.asue of June 1, 1802, 
contained the obituary of Lady Wash­
ington printed within a black border. 

With the death December 18, 1808, 
of John llllerahon, who had been a 
Journeyman In a number of printing 
omces In the East before coming to 
Trenton, George Sherman came Into 
oontrol of the Trenton. Federalist. The 
following llllarch 24, he moved the 
omce to "the building of Samuel 
Pauon. Druggist, cllrectly opp011lte 
the City Hotel." 

The dwelling waa previously the 
residence of Pontlua D. Stelle at the 
southeaat corner of Perry and warren 
Streets. In Colonial days It waa a 
tavern, and when Colonel Rall. com­
mander of the· Headans, occupied 
Trenton, he used the place aa head­
quarters of the watch guard. The 
Gazette remained at this location only 
a short time, moving In 1811 to the 
head of a court on Warren Street, 
opposite St. lllllchael's Episcopal 
Church. 

The Shermans, George and hla son 
William P .• were responsible for the 
second merger. Purchasing the True 
American, a Democratic paper 
founded In 1801, they combined It 
with their own Journal In June, 1829, 
and publlahed them both under a title 
that went back to the original name 
of the Gazette. 

The purchaae and change of name 
was announced by George Sherman 
June 29. His statement was: 

"George Sherman, In oonJunctlon 
with hla son, William P. Sherman, 
having purchaaed of the Proprietors, 
the newspaper established In Trenton 
cailed True American, bellevea It moat 
advisable at thla Juncture to unite 
that eatabllahment with thla paper, 
and In the future to Issue one, ln-
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stead of two papers .,eekly, under the 
title of the New Jersey State Gazette." 

In accordance with the merger an­
nouncement, the ;,aper appeared July 
4, 1829, aa The New Jersey State Ga­
zette with n new numeration, and 
the motto: "Devoted to the Interests 
of our Republican Institutions; and 
decidedly opposed to any meaaure to 
violate the Constitution, to Impair 
the rights of Conscience or the sover­
eignty of the People.'' William P. 
Sherman la llsted aa the eclltor, the 
elder Sherman ha vlng retired tram 
active participation In the publica­
tion. 

With the elevation of Wllllam 
Potts Sherman to the eclltorshlp of 
the State Gazette, a publlc-aplrlted 
and able man came to the helm. He 
had been born In Trenton December 
20, 1807. His connection with the 
Oazette waa brief, for he rellnqulahed 
hla position to study law. He waa 
the 11rat Surrogate of llllercer County, 
and served three sueceUive terms In 
that omce. Be waa long a member 
of Common Council, and In 1855 he 
waa elected Mayor of Trenton to 1111 
the unexpired term of William Nap­
ton, who resigned. Mr. Sherman died 
In October, 11167. 

Aa soon aa the Gazette dlacontlnued 
publlcatlon of The True American, 
The' Emporium, a Jacksonian Demo­
cratic paper which had for several 
years bitterly opposed the now de­
funl't Journal, was quick to take up 
Its name and add It to Its own, ap­
pearing aa Emporium . and True 
American. 

Thla move. of L'Ourae. ralsed the lre 
of the Gazette editor, who made the 
tollo...-lng announcement In hla laaue, 
July 18: 

"Some notice may perhaps be ex­
pected In thla paper of the aaaump­
tlon of the title of the True Ameri­
can, by a certain party print In thl.l 
place. 

"The acknowledgment of the person 
who a!gna the address on this subject 
In the Emporium, that the True 
American had been sold to another, 
leaves him to account tor the liberty 
he haa taken of appropriating that 
to hla uae, which he confeMea he 
does not own. 

"On thla subject It la thought 
proper brlelly to ata<e-That the es­
tablishment of the True American 
was purohaaed of the proprietors for 
a valuable consideration, and with 
full understanding of the course In­
tended to be pursued, and which baa 
been pursued. • • . Adcllng the title 
of the True American aa a recom­
mendation ot the Emporium, after 



the tormer had tor years been repre­
aented by the Emporium as a thing 
loathaOme and vUe beyond endurance, 
18 really a most happy though t--and 
the course which the paper has .so 
Judlctoualy taken. ot recoDllllend'ng 
Itself to the republican party by bit­
ter denunciations at federallam and 
federa118ts, and anon malclng It a mat­
ter at triumph. whenever democratic 
men are turned out at office by Gen­
eral JacJc.son, and old ·federalists ap­
pointed In their stead, 18 admirable 
Indeed." 

Thl5 was Gazette's opening shot of 
the "battle ot t!Ues" Jetween It and 
the Emporium that was revived tram 
time to time in the next twenty years. 

In the meantime George Sherman 
resumed the editorship of the Ga­
zette, a position he held until hl8 
death In February, 1835. Hl8 .son. 
James TUttle Sherman then became 
the owner and editor of the paper. 
The younger Sherman was born In 
Trenton December 21. 1814, and re­
ceived hl8 early education at the 
Trenton Academy. He afterward at­
tended Yale COiiege, graduating In 
1833. James Sherman studied Jaw In 
local Jaw offices untU the death of 
his tather brought him Into the Ga­
zette office. Nearly 20 years later, In 
1853, he sold hl8 Interest In the Ga­
zette and retired. Be died May 20, 
1882, after a busy life In which he 
devoted much time to local Institu­
tions. 

On AprU 1, 1837. the Gazette re­
moved !rem Its office !rom the head 
of the court on Wa.rren Street, oppo­
site St. Wchael's Eplacopal Ohurch, 
to the second story at the brick 
building at the northeast comer of 
Warren and State Streets. The editor 
took pride In announcing the 
great convenience that the new quar­
ters offered, stating that "we have 
moved out of our stand, Into the very 
centre or motion, where we can see 
all and be aeen by all. U anything 
happens In the town, which the peo­
ple ought to know, we shall be able 
to see It and tell It: .. nd I! the public 
wish anything or us, here we are, In 
the sight of everybody, reRdy tor 
business with all men," 

The laaue at the Gazette, May 11, 
1838, appeared In enlarged size, a 
column having been added to Its 
former size. The paper then claimed 
to be the largest In size In the State. 

Henry Harren, printer. who had 
learned his trade In PhllaaeJphla, en­
tered Into a partnership with Mr. 
Shtrman In 1839, the new ftrm trad­
ing under the name or Sherman & 
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H3rron. with the latter In charge o! 
the mechanical department. · 

Need of more frequent publication 
of the State Gazette was felt the next 
yea.r, and It was planned to lasue the 
paper three times a week. The ftrst 
trl-weekly edition was published Jan­
uary li, a 'small sheet, afterward 
gradually enlarged. It retained the 
title ot State Gazette. 

It was a full ·oe.ven years later, on 
January 12, 1847, before the State 
Gazette appea.red as a dally. It car­
ried the name Dally State Gazette. 
!or a few lasues and then 11r<>pped 
the word "Daily" trom !ta title page. 
It sold for one cent a copy. One 
of the motives behind the change 18 
evident In the following announce­
ment: 

"The change from publlsh1ng our 
paper by subecrlptlon to publ18hlng 
It almost !or nothing !or cash 18, of 
course, expected to give us a much 
more numerous circle of readers, to 
whom we anticipate Introducing our­
selves every morning at breakfast 
time." 

Franklin s: 1l4llls was reporter on 
the dally, but retired In the Fall of 
that year, having been nominated !or 
the Assembly. Enoch R. Borden fol­
lowed him on the pa.per tor a rew 
weeks and was tn turn succeeded by 
Charles w. Jay, who held the position 
for about :1 year. 

One of the greatest Innovations In 
local Journa118m was the Installation 
at telegraph service, and the Dally 
State Gazette- took considerable pride 
In Informing Its readers In the second 
number that It would hereafter pub­
lish news received In th18 manner. 
The announcement read: . 

;,NEWS BY TELEGRAPH 
"We have the greatest satla!actlon 

of publlehlng th18 morning the re­
port of the proceedings or congreaa 
yesterday, transmitted by the Mag­
netic Telegraph. We thus laaue the 
congreaaJonal news, simultaneously 
with the morning dally papers or 
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia 
and New York- !eat never before 
accompllehed or thought or In New 
Jersey." 

The dally Gazette In 1850 had 900 
subscribers and the weekly edition 
1,100, according to the Federal census 
or that year. 

Early In February. 1853, w1111am 
Brown. graduate at Princeton College, 
and Thomas Clayton Borden. pro­
prietor or the Bordentown Register. 
purchased the Gazette. Their names 
appear In the February 5 edition aa 
owners and publishers. In the same 



Issue Sherman. and Barron make their 
farewell announcement. James T. 
Sherman. retiring editor, third and 
last of his family associated with the 
Gazette, Informed h18 readers that 
"the act which separates him from 
the State Gazette must ever be one 
of great Importance. H1s connection 
With the paper Is nerecUtary. For 
fifty-four years It has borne the name 
or h18 father or nlmsel!. In retiring 
from It, he breaks up associations 
which have subsisted not merely as 
long as, but much longer than he 
has llVJ!d. There are persona on the 
aubscrlptlon list who were there 
fifty-four years ago. He need not say 
that bis connection with these, has 
long ripened Into a friendship which, 
as a· father's legacy, has been very 
sacred to the son, and which more 
than half a century has hallowed. 
In separating !:om these friends, his 
heart· 1s !llled With saddening mem­
ories." 

Mr. Borden retired from the firm In 
1854. and In the "81De year Mr. Brown 
sold the paper to Edmund Morris, of 
Burlington. 

When the Republican party was or­
ganized In 1856. the Gazette took a 
stand In support of Its !!rat candidates 
for the presidency and vice presl­
dency--Oeneral John C. Fremont and 
William L. Dayton-and their names 
appeared on the masthead or the 
paper. But In the Issue or July 30, 
the names or Mlllard Fillmore and 
Andrew J. Donelson as candidates for 
president and vice president had 
been substituted or those of the 
omclal Republican standard hearers. 
Beneath the names appeared the 
motto: "Opposition to Union Nomi­
nation." The change was the result 
or the purchase of the paper by 
Cornelius W. Tolles, of Newark. 

This del!ectlon rrom the party led 
a local assoclAtlon of Republicans to 
publish a rival dally and weekly pa­
per, the Dally Republican, later the 
New Jersey Republican. 

Mr. Tolles's cont1ol or th;, Gazette 
. was brief. The paper aoon paaaed 
Into the hands of Enoch R. Borden. 
He held It until It was purchased by · 
J. L. Swayze, who acquired as well 
the rival publication and merged the 
two under the name of Dally State 
Gazette and Republican; This journal 
made Its Initial appearance July 17, 
1857, with no new 11umeratlon. Enoch 
R. Borden, of the Gazette, and Jacob 
R. Freese, editor of the rival paper, 
were made edl tors of the Gazette• 
Republican. 

In aft,,r years the title on the ban-
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ner bead was shortened to Dally State 
Gazette, the name Dally Gazette and 
Republican appearing on the Inside 
page. 

In the next few years new owners 
and publlahera followed one another 
In rapid succession. Mr. Swayze sold 
the Gazette to Mr. Freese who, In 
1865, disposed or It to Brook and 
Vannote, purchasers In December of 
that year or the Monitor. They 
merged the two papers. 

The Gazette's next owners were 
Murphy & Bech tel, proprietors or " 
job printing plant at the northwest 
corner .or Broad and State Streets. 
They bought the Gazette In 1669, and 
the bullcUng that housed their print­
Ing omce was made the home or the 
Gazette. 

Under the new ownership, With Mr. 
Borden as ecUtor, the paper gained In 
circulation and prestige. New types, 
presses and equipment resultod In a 
more attractive paper. In July, 1876, 
Mr. Bechtel sold h18 share In the en­
terprise and retired. Mr. Murphy 
continued the business. which was 
later known as the John L. Murphy 
Publishing Compll1ly. 

Mr. Murphy made more Improve­
ments to the State Gazette from time 
to time, and the 1ewspaper became 
gradually recognized as the omclal 
Republican organ In the State. 

The firm or Murphy & Bechtel was 
an old established Trenton concern. 
John Lawrence Murphy was a n•ltlve 
Trenton boy, who, when only ten 
years old, was eMployed as errand 
boy and paper carrier on the Gazette. 
Later be became •n apprentice to the 
printing trade In ,he Gazette shop 
under James T. Sherman. After com­
pleting his trade he remained with 
the Gazette until 1856, then securing 
a Job as foreman In the Free Press 
omce. After six months that paper 
failed. Mr. Murphy then purchased 
equipment and opened up a Job 
printing shop. He took Charles 
Bechtel as his partner three months 
later. The new l!rm moved to the 
Broad and State Streets corner, which 
then began !ta career as a noted pub­
lishing centre. 

Mr. Murphy died May · 4, 1900. 
During his life-time he had witnessed 
many changes In the newspaper l!eld. 
He saw the l>eglnnlng or Trenton's 
!!rat dally newspaper, the l!rst tele­
graph installed In a local paper. the 
l!rst steam power press, the beglnnln 
of the !!rat Runday newspaper and 
many other Innovations In the world 
of local journalism. 

His partner was a native of Phlla­
. delphla. Sometime after serving his 
apprenticeship to the prmtlng trade 



PROGRESS OF STATE GAZETTE HEADLINES 
These headings of the State Gazette Indicate the outstanding 

changes In the paper from 1798 ta the present da71. They show the 
changec'. ownership and mergers of other papers with the original 
New Je, ,ey State Gazette published b71 Matthias Da71. The New 
Jersey s· at.: Gazette shown at the top is the first issue under the 
owners1- •P of Sherman & Mershon. The Federalist and New Jersey 
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Jerse.- State Gazette title was used when the True American and the 
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The Dall71 State Gazette appeared on the first Issue of the dall71 
paper, and the Dall71 State Gazette and Republican head was used 
after another combine. The Trenton State Gazette Is today's mast-
head. Photos by courteay or the New Jersey State IJ.brary. 
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in that city. he came to Trenton 
and for a. number of years was em.­
ployed on the l'n!nton _ Dally New" 
At one time he a1ao held the omce 
of State printer. Be died August 16, 
1908. In the 81st vesr of his age. 

wuitam Cloke, Freehold school­
teacher, wa1 one of Mr. Murphy's 
proteges who, after oervlng as reporter 
for a time, was advanced to the posi­
tion CJ! editorial Writer. There be 
made a reputation for himself, es­
pecially In combat with the Uvely 
Joseph L. Nasr of the True American. 

The death of Mr. Murphy In 1900 
brought more changes to the State 
Gazette, which then passed to a new 
concern, the State Gazette PubUahlng 
Company. omcers of the company 
were Henry w. Comfort, president: 
Charles B. Case, oecretary, and Charles 
H. Bater, treasurer. 

In the editorial apartment Thomas 
B. Holmes replaced Mr. Cloke. A well 
Informed, Interesting and able writer, 
Mr. Holmes served on several Western 
papers before coming to Trenton. 
He a1ao contributed to magazines. Be 
was born at Uncasvllle, near New 
London, Conn., May 15, 1859. Upon 
the death of Mr. Holmes some years 
later, Porreat R. Dye, who had prev• 
loualy worked on the True American, 
assumed the editorship. Another of 
tbe city's leading ne,.-•papermen on 
the Gazette staff ne .:ilenry C. Bu­
chanan. Be afterward was a promi­
nent member of the editorial depart­
ment of the Trenton Times. 

In June, 1908, the newspaper and 
Job printing plant, which Included 
alao a book bindery, moved to a new 
bUildlng erected by tbe company on 
the south aide of East Hanover Street, 

between Broad and Montgomery 
Streets. -rbe lint 1&1Ue of the Gazette 
from the new but.ding Vl'Ja June 13, 
1908. 

The Gazette :ontlnued under the 
Joint ownership of Me11rs. Comfort, 
Case and Baltar until December 1. 
1925, when It was purchased by anew 
organization of -vhlcb Colonel Edward 
C. Rose was president: Perdinand w. 
Roehling, Jr., vice president, and 
Prank D. Schroth, treuurer and 
publisher. 

To bis new post Mr. Schroth 
brought extensive newspaper exper­
ience. Be was once Identified with 
the True American and !or a number 
or years was legislative reporter !or 
the Trenton Times and several out­
of-town papers. 

The new owners made extensive lm­
provemen ta to both the Gazette and 
Its property. 

SIX months later the newepaper was 
consolidated with the Trenton Times, 
and Judge James Kerney became lta 
editor and publisher. Mr. Schroth 

· aaaumed the general managership of 
the combined papers. 

The present title of the newspaper 
la "Trenton State Gazette." Out­
standing for the t>lgh character of Its 
edl to rial page as well as for !ta dlg­
nllled typographical mate-up, the 
Gazette raDl<a blgb among New Jer• 
sey'a newepapere. and bas received 
citations from the Newspaper Insti­
tute at Rutgers Uruveralty. The Ga­
zette's chief editorial writer la Ray­
mond A. Schroth. who received · his 
early newspaper 1.r&lnlng on the True 
American and aubeequently on the 
reportorial ataff of the Gazette during 
the ownership of the former State 
Gazette Publishing Company. 



CHAPTER IV 

The Federalist; New Jersey Gazette. 

FoWUled OS an organ to espow,e 
the cawie or rad!Clll Federallam, The 
Federalist; New Jersey Gazette 1s 
probably deserving or more. consld· 
eratlon than local h1'<torlans have 
given It. It was published by Oe~­
shom Craft and William Bia.ck on 
Eecond Street. the nrst Issue appear• 
Ing Monday, July 9, 1798. The edl• 
torlal motto was: "The Public Shall 
be our Invincible Oulde-PubJI;, Good 
our Friend." The !lrst number In• 
rormed Its eubscl'lbers that the news• 
paper would be delivered to them "at 
15 shlllings per annum, one rourth 1n 
advance. and one rourth at the ex• 
plratlon or every three months." The 
rlrst Impression wu 800 ooples, and 
<1onta1ned a. supplement with tbe fol· 
lowing announcement: 

"The anxiety of' the Editors to give 
the Public the latest ommunlca.• 
tloll!I and Intelll~ence, and the neces­
sity or Inserting a lengthy advertise• 
ment, has Induced us to publish the 
present Supplement." The subscrlb· 
era were also advlsed tbat 0 & letter 
box wlll •be plued a.t the Window ror 
the reception or Communications," a 
,ervlce that was In all prabablllty an 
Innovation In early newspaper pub­
llsblng In Trenton. 

A week later the newspaper In• 
formed Its :readers that Wlllla.m Black 
had transferred his Interest In the 
paper to Mr. Crsft and that the part• 
nershlp h1w been dissolved July 14. 
Mr. era.rt, who continued the publl· 
c-ation as the sole owner, was a law• 
;er. He retired from the newspap<!l' 
buslnesa In September, 1800. After• 
ward he .,,,.,. one or the original In• 
~orporators or the Trenton Water 
Works Company. Mr. Craft died on 
his rarm, Falls Township, Bucks 
County, Pa.., In November, 1808. 

As a rival or Mathias Day's publl• 
cation, the New Jersey State Gazette, 
Crart's newspaper grew rapidly In cir­
culation. On October 8, Ille publisher 
reported wtth oonslder&lble pride that 
"one thousan11 and eighty copies or 
the Federalist nre this week 6truck 
orr:· The following March 4, when 
Mr. Day lnfonned the public that he 
had sold his pa.per to Sherman and 
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Mershon, the Federalist eclltor ac­
knowledged with gratitude one hun­
d:red new subsc:rlbers in ten days. 
Thia marked the beginning or keen 
competition In local neW!'])a.per pub-
11.ehlng. for the Federalist was swiftly 
sGva.nclng as a formidable rival or the 
older joUma.l. 

The original printing office o! The 
Federalist; New Jersey ouette, ac­
cording to the pa.per ltaelf, was "op­
posite J. 11411nor'a store." Mr. Wlnor'a 
establishment (store and warerooms1. 
was on the northwest comer or Broad 
and State Streets, and extended quite 
a distance westerly along the latter 
street. This would place the printing 
omce on the south aide of State 
Street between what ls now Broad and 
Warren Streets. 

By April 22, 1'799, Mr. Cratt had 
moved the office and gave the ,place 
or publication as "the main street," 
now Warren Street, "between the 
Indian Queen and City Taverns, op­
poslte Mr. Howell's." A·month later 
he gives his new address as on the 
snme street .. between tbe Indian 
Queen and City Hotel.'' It 1s evident 
that he had made an nror In his 
!!rat announcement, conrustng the 
City Hotel and the City Tavern. The 
Indian Queen Ta.vem stood on the 
site now occupied by the Trent Thea­
tre. The Plrat Mechanics National 
Bank occupies the site or the City 
Tavern. whereas the City Hotel occu­
pied land on which St. Mary's rectory 
now atanda. Therefore, the Federalist 
omce W"-" somewhere between the 
present Trent Theatre site and the 
present St. Mary's rectory. 

In spl te or I ts promise or success. 
the radical Federalist survived a. brle! 
two years. By June, 1800, It WIUI 
merged with the New Jersey State 
Ouette. Editors or both papers had 
by that time decided to forget their 
dlUerences and to unite to offer 
stronger support to th" cause or 
Federalism generally. The consollda• 
tlon, announced In The Federalist: 
New Jersey Ouette on June 30, reacls 
as ronows: • 

"Believing that our mutual benefit 



Above is shown a portion of the title page of the initial issue of the 
Federalist; New Jersey Gazette, published here from 1798 to 1800. 
The paper, afterward merged With th/! New Jersey State Gazette, had 
a brief but interuting history. 

nnd convenience wlll be promoted and 
the public Interest advanced, we have 
agreed to unite the offices or The 
F'eclerallst, and .New Jersey State 
Gazette. 

"Henceforth, therefore, but one 
paper will be Issued, under the direc­
tion ot the i,ubscrtbers, to be en­
titled, "l'he Federallat and New Jersey 
State Gazette: 
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"G. erart, o. Sherman, L Merahon, 
I. Thomas." 

Though short-lived, The F'ecleralls~ 
New Jersey Gazette, was a "!le:rce an<I 
bitter advocate or the Federal cause."t 
It Is said that during its brief exist• 
ence It became the leading Federalist 
organ In the Stat.!. 

t Lee'• History or Trenton. P. :IH. 



CHAPl'ER V 

The True American. 

With the r1le of the Jeireraon 
Democratic PartJ to power ID Ameri­
can polltlca. the 'l'nle American. Drat 
Trenton newspaper of that name. 
came Into matuice. 1t uahered ID 
an era of unbridled VIWlc:atlon ID 
the newspaper world. the outgrowth 
of Intense political actlVltJ'. Party 
feeling ran blgb and upraHd ltaelf 
In the 11ewapapen of tlie cla:,. The 
True American. defending Jelreraon. 
author of the Declaratloll of Illde­
pendenoe u the tme republlcan 1111d 
defe11der of republican prlllelples. re-
11.ected the sent1me11ta of the sreat 
leaden politlcaJ adherents. The 
paper Ukewlae de11ounced the l'ed­
erallata. whose party organ wu the 
State Gazette, u JDOnarcblal and 
llrlatocratlc. 

Mathlu Day, one of the founders 
Of the rlftl State Odette, It wUI be 
reca11ec1.· 1111d .Jacob IIIIUm, were pub­
llabers of the new 11BWapaper. Mann 
had had 110111B espertence bl the bulll­
n-. Be bad learned the printing 
trade With Shepard Kolloek. a noted 
.Jersey printer at EllzabethtoW!l. 
Earl:, bl !'IM be had cllarge of the 
prtntlllg oUtce of the Jlon'Ja Co'IUlt:, 
Gazette at Morrtatown. Prom there 
he came to Trenton. The partnera 
publllhecl their oew Joumal TUeacla:,, 
March 10, 1801, ID a building that 
stood on the aoutb aide o: lllarket 
Street (DOW State), nea:r Greene (DOW 
Broad Street). The followblg state­
ment appeared In the ftnt laaue: 

''Th111 paper wu to have made lta 
appearance aome time &Ince, but on 
account of other bu.slneea. ID Which 
the editors have been engaged, lta 
publication baa beell unavoidably 
protracted to the present time. It 
wu alao contemplated to be entitled 
the organ of the People-It. however, 
bears a title appropriate to the char­
acter Which It shall ever aupport, 
that of the True American." · 

Jamee J. WIJaon. fler:,. energetic and 
certainly one of the moat plctureaque 
figures ID Trenton Joumallam, beeame 
a partner ID the paper within the 
nut three months. bl8 name appear­
Ing u one of the three editors and 
publishers In the laaue of .June 28. 
Wllaon wu destined to be 11ot olll:, 
a. formidable opponent of the l'cd­
erellata. but a army petrel 111 tile 
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entire field of •11ev,apaper publlablng 
In Trento11. . ' . 

Rapid chmgea followed 1n the ,pub­
llcatlon. Earl:, 111 November. Da:, 
aold bl8 lntereet bl the paper to 
Wllaon md left the "c>Wll tor Newarl<. • 
Wllaoll iuld Manl1 CO!ltlnued as part­
ners until February, 1802. when 
Mm11 disposed of bl8 lntereat to Lewis 
Blackwell.t . 

The alllce of The TrUe Amerlcm 
wu moved Ill April · to a dwelllng 
formerl:t' occupied· by Ge~ cratt 
"ID W&rre11 Stredt directly opposite 
to Mr. ProblllCO's." S Mr. ProhUCO 
wu a tavemkeeper, and at .this par­
ticular time he kept a "hauae of en­
tertainment" called the Eagle Tavem, 
two doors 11arth of .Ile :hldllUl Quee11 
Tavem, which occupied the alte of 
the Tre11t Theatre. The Lincoln 
Theatre la now where ProblllCO's 
tavem stood. While the exact site 
of Craft's house Is ID. doubt, It would 
seem that It stood Juat north of East 
BaDover Street, tbe11 kDOWD U Plll­
kerton•a Alley • 

subscribers were stm aadl:, remlas 
111 pa,ID.g for their newspapers an~ 
whe11 the True American 011 l"ebruar:, 
27, 1804, completed Its third year, l/lr. 
Wllao11, 11er11or editor, took the op­
portu11lt, ta explain co11dltlona under 
which he DDd bl8 partner -· labor­
Ing · to keep the publication alive. 
Bia a1111ouncement said ID. part: · 

"We are aorr:, to amarll: that ma11y 
of our aubaCrlbers Me much 111 arrears, 
a11d that aome bave 11at paid a cent 
who have regUlarly been supplied wltb 
tbe paper ever a1nce Its establish­
ment.•• 

By Illa:,, 1804, the partnership be­
twee11 Wilson and BleckWell WU dis­
solved and the former · remained u 
owner. James Jelreraon Wllaon wu 
11ot 011ly an outstlllldlng . figure 111 
local Joumauam. wielding a11 able and 
fearleaa pen for the cause of Jelrerao11 
and the Democratic Party, of which 
he wu a State leader. He wu alao 
proml11ent In the life of the city. 111 
181& he wu elected to the United 
State■ B!!!late,. resigning bl 1821 to 
became postmaster of 'l'rent.>n. He 

"Trlle AmerlCllh-Noveinber 3, 1801. 
t True Amertcan-PebruarY a. 1802, 
f True Amerlcan-Aorll 2'1, 1802. 



was o:,.ptaln In the Trenton Light 
Infantry and afterward aerved In the­
omces of Brigadier General. Adjutant 
General and Quutermuter General 
or New Jeraey. He was Arst president 
or the State Banlc at Trenton. Lllce 
!Dost of the editors of h1a time, Mr. 
Wlllon was a printer by trade. For 
several years, In connection With h1a 
paper, he publlahed Wlllon'• Farmers' 
Almanae. 

While the True American was under 
h1a awnet9hlp, Mr. Wilson moved Its 
omce to h1a residence tn a tavern 
bulldlng that stood DD the east aide 
of Warren Street, a_ short - distance 
aouth of the canal feeder. The print.­
Ing shop was In an adJolnlDg frame 
bulldlng.l In all probablllty the tav­
ern was what was once known as 
McCarrler'a Hotel, a a111all atone 
butldlng, with frame addition, that 
for many years occupied the aoutheast 
corner of :McCarrler•• Alley, now lUB· 
don'• Alley, and Warren Street. In 
later years the place was a beer sa­
loon. The place was also known as 
"tbe Wanen Hotel, and then as Bel­
vtdere Hotel. 

Later Wllaon oUllt a two-story 
frame bulldlng on the opposite side 
of Warnon Street, Which be occup:ed 
as the pl'!Dttng omce. subsequent!:, 
he erected a brick residence for hlm­
aelf on tbe premises. In 1818, when 
he bacame IDVOlVed In !IIumclal dUll­
cultles 111a ho111e and prllltlng omce 
were advertised ta be aold by his as­
signees, John Wilson, Robert Mc­
Neely and Daniel Coleman. 

It was during tbe years that J,>.mes 
J. Wllaon was •dentllled with The 
True American that political anl­
moalty was moat Intense. same of 
tbe bitterest ;,olltlcal controversies 
that Trenton bad ever seen occurred 
In that period. Verl)al mud...UD(ling 
and vile epithets -were a. part of the 
Journalism of the day. The Federalist 
(DOW the State Guette). a.a the 
mouthpiece fo the Federalist Party, 
and The True American, organ !or 
the anti-Federalists or Bepubllcana, 
kept the town agog wlth pages of 
highly colored political news. The 
Pederallat paper dubbed The True 
American "The Gibbet," and referred 
to Wllaon as tbe "Glbbett :Man." In 
rete!latlon the Jell'eraonlan paper 
called ~e Federalists the "lawyer­
party" and Ironically characterized 
them as "friends of law and order," 
when their political activities were 
partlcUlarly boisterous and dlaturblng 
to the peace. 

Political activities In those daya 

I Raum•s Hlrtnr, of Trenton, 11. 218. 
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were not al-ys conAned to the 
newspaper page, and on one occasion 
Wilson suffered the !ash ,a or the cow­
hide ID !rant of h1a omce ID warren 
Street. Drunken brawls we:e comm-on 
all'alra, anCI wlrepu1Ung anCI Intrigues 
were all a pa.rt or the political Ure 
or the era. 

Thoma.a Pa.tne, Journalist or the 
American Revolution, returned to 

THOMAS PAINE 

Journalist of the American 
Revolution and' cause o/ the 
bitter /ewl. between the Fed­
eralist and The True American. 

America tram France where be had 
taken an· active pa.rt In the French 
Revolution and aull'ered the tortures 
or the Luxembourg. President Je!Jer­
aon, recognlzlng Pa.lne's abilities a.a e. 
sterling worker for the Democratic 



e&uae, waa largely responsible tar bis 
return. 

Themas P&lne waa an 18th Century 
deist, and bla baak, "The Age of 
Reason," written In support of bis 
views, brought the wrath ot many 
upon bis bead. In fact It IIO preju­
diced them agalnat the author that 
bis flne deeds tor the cause at 
American Independence were obliter­
ated by their r-ntment. Boon after 
landing an American aborea, Paine 
came to Trenton to vlalt one at bl.a 
warmes~ friend.a, Governor Jaseph 
Bloamfteld, who then realded at Gov­
ernment House, now Incorporated In 
Hotel Sterling, 

Knowing the vlaltar's unortbadaxy, 
bis opponents selZed upon this aa 
means of arousing opposition toward 
him. They called him an "lnlldel," 
"& def a.mer of Christ," and a "drunk­
en Democrat." He was mobbed In 
the streets and the Rogues• March 
waa played tor bla beneftt. When be 
endeavored to leave the town tor New 
York, two of the tavern keepers who 
were representa tlves ot the stage 
lines refused to sell him tickets er 
allow him a seat on the coaches. 
Only through the k!ndneu of his 
friend, Colonel Joseph Kirkbride, of 
Bordentown, a dlatlngul.shed Revalu­
tlanary patriot, and an ardent .sup­
porter cf Jelferson, who loaned hla 
chaise, was Paine able to proceed an 
bis Journey, 

·Paine's vi.sit marked the beginning 
of a. bitter feud between the Federal­
ist and The True American, a con­
test cf wards that wu revived sev­
eral months ~ter w:nen a Democrat 
receh.:.:1 ar,poin"Lm~t as mayor. It 
evidenced • not only the Federalist's 
· antagonlam to Paine, but also ta Gov­
ernor Bloomfteld who bad been boat 
to the writer. Prealdent Jelfenion, 
like Paine, a non-conformlat In his 
rellglaua views, wa.s a. target, toe, far 
the political outbursts and he and 
Prune were dubbed the "Doubting 
Thomaaea." 

· The True American, not to be out­
done, Indulged In unrestrained lan­
guage 1n defense or Its party men. At 
th• :lme the cont...at reached fever 
be<,: !allowing Paine's visit, Mr. Wil­
son threatened ta publish the names 
or the Federalist leaders who bad In­
cited the mob against the visitor, and 
this brought a lull In the controversy 
tar the time being, 

The Federallat did not soon forget 
the rebukes they had received trom 
the Democrats, and when Governor 
Bloomfteld was reelected to alllce, 
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aamebody plugged .and spiked the 
town cannon to prevent the members 
at bis party tram announcing the 
oc.:aalon with a salute. The DemO­
crats who could a.llard to take the 
act goad naturedly, since they bMI 
wan another victory, got the cannon 
In service again after considerable 
trouble. Just as the aun we.a going 
down, seven teen· rounds were ftred In 
honor cf the ~ected Governor, 

The time spent In getting the e&n­
nan In working order waa, of course, 
amusing to the Federalists, and Mr. 
Wilson when giving an account or 
the celebration In The True American 
remarked that "some of the Ped.a ob­
served that they (meaning the aeven­
teen rounds) were mare like minute 
guns which denote dlatreu, than sig­
nals of rejoicing," 

After the death of WIison, July 28, 
1824, Allan N. Wilson, bla son, con­
du~d the bualne58 far Mrs. Wilson 
until the next June when William 
L. Pro.II was employed aa edl tor and 
publlaber. • Prall, later proprietor 
and editor Cf the New York Tran­
script and edltarlal writer an several 
ether ps,pers, purchased the True 
American 1n May, 1826. 

One of Prall'a innovations was the 
aeml-weekly publle&tlon or the TrUe 
American. Thia began October 31, 
1827. ln the IDltlal lasue, which was 
printed with new type &nd with Im­
proved style, appeared the fallowing 
statement: 

"We commence this day the publi­
cation of the True American semi­
weekly, viz, on Wednesday and Sat­
urday, Although we have not yet 
been able to procure a press to print 
cur · paper on an lmperla.1 abeet, as 
we e><pect to ere long, yet by the aid 
at new types, as the public will per­
cel ve, we have made considerable Im­
provements In the appearance of the 
True American, and ba.ve Introduced 
a much greater quantity of matter 
therein, by lengthening !ta columns." 

Bo many subscribers were In arrears 
In the tollowlng January, that the 
editor olrered to take ftreWOOd or 
articles or family use In Pl4ce at cash 
trom those who were Indebted to him. 
His brier announcement la repro­
duced here tram the 1uue or January 
19: 

''Those desirous of paying their 
aubscrlptlona or acOC'unta In wood, or 
articles of family consumption, are 
now requested .to do so. Anything ta 
keep us warm (but Ill humor, or 
abuse), and anything we can eat, 

·:g::: :::::l:~: .ft.1:i"e la. \\1\. 



dr1nlc, Or wear, almost, wUl be re­
ceived at re.tr prices, 1! seasonably 
delivered." 

The d1111culty or procuring p,,.per 
during the time the True Amerle&n 
was publ!abed twice a week was one 
o! the numerous problems that oon­
tronted the editor 1n oll'erlng thla 
novel service. While -he usually man­
aged to have enough stock on hand 
to meet the twice-weekly require­
ment, he found hlmael! with an tn­
au!llclent aupply on Which to print 
an Issue 1n the _middle o! Auguat, 
1828, when hla order from Philadel­
phia had failed to arrive oil ttme. 
Acoordlngly, he wu compelled to aklp 
the Issue or Wednesday, Auguat 20. 
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Thia la shown 1n the following brief 
announoement 1n the Saturday lasue: 

"Owing to the non-receipt or paper, 
Which had been previously purchased 
1n Philadelphia, the Wednesday's pa-
per waa not published." · 

In October, the True American re­
turned to Its old p0llcy or printing 
but one number a week. Th1B pre­
ssged its demtae. It IS not surprlalng 
therefore that George Sherman, ot 
the Trenton FedeNl.llst, In conjunc­
tion With h1s son, William P. Sher­
man, ahouJd purchase the True 
American 1n June, 1829. The Sher­
mans united the two _publications 
under the name or the New Jersey 
State Gazette. In other words, the 
True American was discontinued. 



CHAPTER VI 

The Emporium and Revival of True American . 

. The·.Emporlum. 1,0hlcb became the 
leading mouthpiece of Democracy 
when the Gazette purchased the True 
American, waa ,tarted In 1821 by 
Joseph Justice, tlr., a printer, and 
stacy Gardner Potts. a Jnwyer, In a 
printing shop that stood on or ne-l:' 
the site now occupied ·by Murphy &: 
Sons' Undertaltlng Esta.bllshment, 
Warren Street. 

In the llrst number, which appeared 
Saturday. June· 2. 1821. the owners 
presented their respects· to their 
patrons stating Lhat their publlcatton 
was "three-fold In character. llterary. 
religious and political." The first two 
years of the publication. however, 
were more of a II terary nature than 
political. Mr. Potts, the editor, was, 
a poUShed writer and In those early 
numbers appeared a series or popular 
sketchea from , bis pen Which wer& 
afterward publlabed In a volume en~ 
titled. "Vlllage Tales." 

Mr. Potts, son or Stacy Potts, came 
to Trenton as a young child In 180:J, 
from !larr!aburg. l'a.. where he was 
bom November 23, 1799. He received 
a prellln!nary education at the Tren­
ton Aea<temy and then was an ap­
prentice In the printing shop of his 
uncle, George Sherman, proprietor of, 
the Trenton Federalist. 
. Mr. Potts was editor or The Em­

porium from the day It was rounded 
until late In May, 1827. when be re­
tired to take up the practice of Jaw. 
He served twice in the State Assem­
bly, and for nine years was Clerk. 
of the Court of Chancery. In Jan­
uary, 1852, he was appointed Asso­
ciate Justice or the Supreme Court, 
He was a well ,mown figure In the. 
llfe or Trenton ui. ttl he died April 
9, 1856. Upon his retirement from 
The Emporium, be left Mr. Justice 
as the owner and publlaber. His 
brother, Joseph C. Potts. succeeded 
him In · the editorial cbalr. 
· The Emporium was launched with 

about 400 subscribers, a fairly good 
beginning In view of the fact that 
Trenton proper had less than 4,000 
population at that time. At the end 
of the first six tnonths It had nearly 
doubled Its circulation. • 

•T.1e -Emporium-November 24. 1821. 
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. When General Andrew• Jackson- be­
came a. candidate for the presidency, 
The . Emporium took up his cause, 
precipitating a ottter clash with· the 
True American which lasted· until 
that paper was taken over by the 
Gazette. 

Beglnnlng With t.,,sue, June 2, 1827, 
the paper changed tts. name to Tren­
ton Emporium. Then after the True 
American was discontinued, the Em­
porium added to Its title that of the 
old Democratic crgan, appearing with 
the name, Emporium and True 
American. This move led to tile 
"battle of tltlea" with the Gazette­
.,; controversy that was revived from 
time to time over a period or twenty 
years. 
· In appropriating the title· or: the 

paper that the owners or the Gazette 
had purchased and dl8conttnued, .The 
Emporium took tile following stand: 

"To the' Publlc-lt will be' per­
j,elved that an addition has been made 
to the title or this paper .. It wlll, 
In· future, be publlahed under, the 
head, 'Emporium and True American.' 
In uniting the title of the True 
American with ;hat under which .this 
paper heretofore appeared. the sub­
scriber Is Influenced by. feellng of at­
tachment to an old name, for many 
years the Tallsman of the Republican 
party In New Jersey, and which 
though for a time past. a wanderer 
from tts ancient principles, Is· stlJI 
venerated for what It, was. The ·re­
generation of the great republican 
party. In the prostration of the 
younger Adams, .. nd tbe election of 
Andrew Jackson, has Just taken place 
-and the True American left a wreck 
In the bands of disappointed poll­
tlclans. wttb whom, In an unfor­
tunate hour, It entered . Into a s~lll 
more unfortunate alltance, having 
been made to .serve their purposes, 
untlJ Its services had been useless. 18 
sold to oeorge Sherman, who .. appro­
priating by bona fide purchase, Its 
patronage to blmsel!. has left its 
name and Its early •;>rlnclples, matters 
too tndlgestabJe• r~r bis consumption, 
to the use of. others. • • •. Joseph 
Justice." 
· This. of course, ·.was quick to bring 



a retort from the Gazette and the 
battle waa In full swing. · 

At thla ,partlcuJar time t.he pa.~ 
'W1IS publlahed In a property on 1:tle 
east aide of Wanen Street oppoalte 
Weet Hanover Street, having re­
moved there April 1, 11128. 

In 1838, Franlclln S. MUia became 
aasociated with the Emportum. In 
the same year, Joaeph Justice, sr., 
retired from the eatabllahment and 
Joaeph Justice, Jr., and Mr. Mille 
continued the puollcatton. Just how 
much Interest · •IIJa bad In the en­
terprlae at thla time, If any, la un­
certain u hla name does not appear 
u a partner with Justice until Au­
gust, 1841. 

According to .Raum'a. HI.story of 
Trenton, on August 28, 1838, a trl­
weekly paper for elect10neertng pur­
poaes wu lalued ·ram the Emporium 
omce by MUia and Ioaeph Justice, Jr. 
Thia paper waa dlacontlnued In Octo­
ber. Late In 1839, a dally waa lalued 
from the same ~mce with MIiie and 
Dr. Daniel Levy Maduro Pe!xotto, 
noted physician and newspaperman, 
as the editors. Durtng the three 
months that thla paper lived, Mille 
and Pe!xotto were al.lo edlton of the 
Emporium. 

When Captain Joeeph A. Yard came 
Into p01111!11111on of the EmporiUID, fol­
lowing dlalolutlon of the Mllla•Juatlce 
partnership February 21, 11143, the 
paper Immediately became a Tyler 
organ-a mon that most of the 
Democratic leaders In the State re­
sented. President Tyler at t.h1a time 
was not llltogether popular In bis own 
camp. and the change In policy of a 
peper thBt made !ta reputation by .ul­
vocatlng the principles of Andrew 
Jackson, came aa a aback, not only 
In Trenton, hut throughout the State. 
Even the rival Gazette, In a measure 
regretted the change, remarking that 
"the Emporium waa the llrat paper 
In the State to espouse the cause or 
General Jackson." In after years a 
writer In the Gazette who seems to 
have been well 1ntormed as to how 
the change waa orought about, had 
the followtng to say: 

"The sale was not made directly to 
Capt. Joeeph Yard, but to a third 
party, with the dlatlnct understand­
Ing that It should come out for Tyler, 
and hla name was holated before the 
transfer was made. We have always 
understood that Mr. lllllis was olfered 
the editorship, but Tyler was rather 
more than Mr. Milla could awallow 
a.nd he refused at once, left the con­
cern and started • new paper, which 
would probably have still ftourtahed, 
had not aome kind friends aaalsted 

him from time to '1lne, until they 
Anally succeeded In relieving him of 
hla paper and printing omce alto­
gether." 

Captain Yard waa " native of Tren­
ton and mem '>er of a promtnent 
family that settled at the Palla of 
the Delaware before the arrival of 
Judge Wllilam Trent for whom the 
city la named. A popular speaker, he 
was active In Demo.,ratlc politics and 
on several occasions he stumped the 
State for the pany, At the outbreak 
of the Mexican War he was commla­
sloned captain In the United States 
Tenth Infantry. and raised the llrat 
company In that regiment. Be went 
ta. the front with hla company, but 
had to return home In the Spring of 
1848 because of Ill health. 

For a number of years, Captain 
Yard was an Inspector In the New 
York custom house. 1n 18'9 he waa 
elected to the New York Assembly. 
At the outbreak or the Civil War, 

. Captain Yard ralaed a company In 
Trenton c:all~d the Olden Guards and 
served With them In the Aeld, He 
died at Farmingdale October 17, 1878. 
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When all dllferences In the Demo­
cratic party were healed In 1845, tlffl 
Emporl'am merged With the Newark 
Evening Post, wttb Samuel G. Arnold 
aa editor and manager. In the next 
year the paper passed Into the bands 
or William B. Brittain and Edward 
C. Jones, Arnold being retained In 
the editorial chair. In the same year 
Br! ttaln and Jones purchased the 
"Trenton Dally News." 

After passing to the ownership of 
the Arm of Potts and Perdlcarla, and 
then to Samuel J. Bayard, the Em­
porium came Into the poasesalon · or 
Morris R. Hamilton, who merged the 
two papers Into one publlcatlon 
which he named the True American. 

When Mr. Hamilton merged the 
Trenton Dally Sews and the Em­
porium and True American, he 
changed the names of both pepera. 
The Dally News became the Dally 
True American and the Emporium 
and True American title was ahort• 
ened to Weekly True American. This 
act kindled a ftame that had been 
amoulderlng In the editorial omcee of 
the Gazette for many years. 

In the Initial .,umber of tne revived 
True American, '.l'uesday morning, 
November 13, IMO, bearing the motto, 
"Principles, not Men," Hamilton ID'3de 
his new atand as a crusader for 
Democracy: 

"Some years ago, a glorious, blgh­
toned, weekly paper styled The True 
American waa 1 .. ued In this city by 
an able, honest, well-tried Democrat, 



James J. Wllson. A man remembered 
with respect by all. 'His memories 
were two hosts-nls friends and roes!' 

.. That paper has been continued by 
others to the present time. Of late, 
there has been connected with It, In 
accordance with the unpretentious 
spirit er the age, a dally. xnown as 
the Trenton Dally News. Having 
passed through many hands, they 
have at last fallen Into mine; and 
I hope. through your support, to 
maintain my position permanently, as 
their sole Editor and Publisher • 

.. I have thought It admissible to 
avail confession. end ae a small tri­
bute to the memory or the tearless 
projector or the original paper, to 
drop the title 'The i-•ews' and to call 
them the 'Dally' and 'Weekly True 
Amertcan"." 

The Gazette WWI quick to remind 
Mr. Hamilton that it had purchased 
the original True American twenty 
years before <1nd discontinued Its 
publlcatlnn and that the paper there­
fore no longer oxlsted. Thts renewed 
the old .. battle or the tltles." 

Colonel .. Morrie" Hamilton, as he 
was known. was long a picturesque 
and delightful llgure In Trenton life. 
He was born In Sussex County, In 
1820, sou or General Samuel R. Ham­
ilton, Quarterma.iter or New Jeraey 
tor 25 years, and great grandson of 
John Hamilton. Provincial Governor 
or New Jersey frcm 1736 to 1747, and 
of Andrew Robeson. surveyor General 
or the Province at the same time. 

The later editor or the True Ameri­
can was educated at the old Trenton 
Academy, Lawrencevllle School and 
Princeton College, from which he was 
graduated In 1839. He wae aclmltted 
to the Bar In 1842. ind practiced In 
Camden and Philadelphia. Arter re­
tiring from · the True American, 
Colonel Hamil ton stlll retained his 
connection with out-or-town papers. 

He gained his •!tie from service on 
the staff or Governor George F. Fort, 
from 1851 to 1854. He -•.s named 
State Librarian In 1884, , held that 
office tor many years. 

In reviving the True American, 
Hamilton secured William Maglll, 
prevlotlsly connected with Philadel­
phia publications, as his publisher, 
although he announced himself as 
holding that poaltlon In the Initial 
number of the paper. 

The Issue or 'Jecember 12, 1850, ap­
peared In enlarged fonn. The follow­
Ing April 1 the paper announced the 
death or Jchn C. Calhoun, the noted 
Southern statesmen, the back page 
appearing with black lines In respect 
to his memory. 

Just three years later, the True 
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American came under control of Judge 
David N111&r, of Elizabeth. a llery 
Democratic leader and llrat or a 
family that wae to be outstanding for 

COL. MORRIS R. HAMILTON 
Well known figure in Tren­

ton's public life for many years, 
who through a merger of two 
local papers,· revived the True 
American and the Weekly True 
American, and launched anew 
the "battle of the titles." 



many years In the history o! Trenton 
Jottrnallml. When Mr. Hamilton re­
tired as owner and eclitor, he Intro­
duced his successor as "a gentleman 
cl1stlnguished for his Uterary talent, 
polltlcal sagacity and oratorical 
nhWty." The Guette, April 4, 1853, 
welcomes the newcomer In this 
manner: 

"Davtd Naar mtroduced ll1lnself 
yeste:-day as the new editor of the 
True American. The Judge asserts his 
Inexperience and asks lnduJgence. He 
writes, however, .wttt. a glib pen, and 
that wll1 be backed by an lnteJJlgent 
mtnd. His humor, energy and lndua­
try will give p~lnts and force to the 
paper. He states that be wtl! sustain 
the Democratic party." 

Charles W. Jay was reporter on the 
True American when Judge Naar 
came Into possession o! the paper. 
His stay was brief. Later Franklin 
s. Mills was assoclat•d with Naar and 
was made assistant ,dltor. 

About the middle of the 1850'• the 
newspaper removed !l'Dm Its old stand, 
40 Greene Street, next door to the 
old City Hall BUl!cling, to the south­
east corner of Warren and Front 
Streets, occupying a spacloua building 
that years prevloualy bad been the 
Golden Swan Tavern, now the 
Hearnen BuJldlng. Here Naar estab­
lished a Job printing plant In con­
nection With his -1ewspaper publish­
ing. Here, also, the f,:imlly lived for 
a number of years. 

Directed by Judge Naar, the True 
American soon gained prestige as a 
Democratic organ end the home of 
the paper became a stronghold for 
Democracy. · 

In 1856 Judge Naar published a 
campaign paper, called the Campaign 
True ADlerlcan, In the Interest of 
James :Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, 
and John C. Breckinridge. of Ken­
tucky, tor the presidency and vice 
presidency. The initial Issue appeared 
July 2, and the last Issue November 
15, 

The beginning of the Clvl! War 
brought trying days for the True 
American. Judge Naar's brllllant and 
fearless pen, which did not hesi­
tate to er! tlclze the policy of 
the Government toward the south, 
aroused the Ire of local cftlzena, 
especially the Republican element, . to 
such an extent that on one occasion 
they manifested their resentment In 
a mob demonstration on the street 
directly under the ,dltorlal windows. 

This was on t.he evening of April 
15, 1861, when newa of President 
Llncoln'.11 famous ,roclamatlon calling 
for 75,000 State mllltla volunteers for 
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tbree months' aervlce, reached the 
town. A large crowd bad gathered 
In front of the Guette olllce, north­
east comer of State and Warren 
Streets, where ~he American ftag was 
displayed and where aky rockets had 
been shot off In celebration of the 
President's can to arms. Patriotism 

JUDGE DAVID NAAR 
Brilliant newspaper man, one 

time owner and editor of the 
True American and first of hu 
famtly to direct that n,otable 
Trenton paper. 

was at Its height and there was wild 
cheering. 

The demonstration over at the Ga­
zette omce, the crowd moved down 
Warren Street to Judge Naar'a True 
American. Seeing no !lag on display 
there, they routed out the editor and 
demanded an explanation. Judge 
Naar appeared and In an address de­
signed to appease his Inquisitors he 



declared t'hat the newspaper was not 
In posaesalon of wiy llag, did not 
consider It a neco>ssary adjunct to a 
newspaper office, ri,d there was con­
sequently none c.n display. He ex­
pressed hlmsel! as ready to stand by 
the llag of the Union and especially 
Invoked his audience to respect free­
dom of thought and speech. 

The State Gazette's version of this 
Incident Is at variance with the True 
American's account. The Gazette re­
ports that one <>f the crowd chal­
lenged the editor to "bring OU. his 
'Blue Cockade' and burn It!" It 
characterized Judge Naar's address or: 
this occasion as a ·•aort or half-way 
Union speech," and adds editorially: 

"How he could have done this after 
preaching dissension through his pa­
per for man tbs past Is more than we 
can understand. However. the crowd 
accepted the apology and left." 

The True American after this epi­
sode, found ltsel! slowly losing !ta 
former popularity and at a time 
when the tumult of war against the 
South was Increasing the True 
American voluntarily suspended dally 
publication. Th1s was on August 24, 
1861. It did not. i>rlnt dally again 
until October 7. 

At the cloae of the war the True 
American ·office was the scene of an­
other demonstration of an entirely 
different character. This was when 
the Konlgmacher ,>rothers, two ec­
centrics from Pennsylvania, burned a 
ftfty-dollar Government bond before 
an astonished crowd In front or ~e 
newspaper office. The Konlgmachers, 
who had been aroused by the True 
American's aouthem sympathies 
made a special trip to the office 
March 28, 1869, to llaunt their loyalty 
at Judge Naar's very door. Here they 
set fire to a war bond and urged 
bondholders In the crowd to follow 
their example, and so relieve the 
Government of tta burden or debt oc­
casioned by the war. 

Judge Naar four months later, July 
2, 1869, transferred the publication or 
the True American or MOIJeS D. Naar, 
Joshua s. Day, and Jooeph L. Nau, 
retaining, however, the position of 
editor-In-chief. l'he new ftrm traded 
under the name or Naar, Day & Naar. 

Removal of the True American, 
Apr!l l, 1872, to TN:nton's most fam­
ous publlshlng r.orner at State and 
Broad Streets, was " real event. When 
the doors of the new office were for­
mally opened, the entire front and 
side or the building was covered with 
painted signs announcing the new lo• 
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cation. Th1s flamboyant method of 
advertising attracted considerable at­
tention among •.he 1nbabltanta. on 
this same site ft.ve ~aruer newspapers 
bad been published, the !irst one In 
the Immediate i:ost-Revolutlonary 
period. 

1n 1869, when Judge Naar retired 
as Editor-In-Chief, his nephew. Moaes 
D. Naar, succeeded Llm In that pos1-
tlon. Moaes D. 'Naar died January 10, 
1885, and within a month Joshua s. 
Day, who had charge of the llnanclal 
end of the ftrm, 1,>assed away. Joseph 
L. Naar, son of Judge Naar, then as­
sumed editorial oontrol and became 
aole owner. Through bis tireless en­
deavors the True American for years 
continued as an lnlluentlal publlca­
tlon. 

On the occasion of I ts next change 
In location, January 1, 1893, the True 
American again moved to a site bis· 
torlc In the annals of newspaper pub­
lishing In Trenton. The paper went 
from the leased building at Broad 
and State Streets to !ta own bu!ld· 
Ing on the east side of Warren Street, 
between Hanover and State, In a 
neighborhood where three of lta pre­
decessors had been publlshed. 

At the aame time. the paper was 
enlarged, a change which reacted to 
!ta detriment, for It had lost much 
or Its political favor and Its efforts 
tc reestabllsb ltsel! only Increased Its 
financial burden. The publisher 
even went ao far ..a to cut the price 
or his paper to one cent a copy In 
the hope that It would Increase cir­
culation, but this only sliced the In­
come. Another ~!fort was made by 
Mr. Naar to refinance the business, 
and he aold stoclt In the enterprise, 
approx!matlng $50,000. These stock­
holders, men friendly to the paper 
and Its pollcles, :ncorporated under 
the name of the True American Pub• 
llshlng Company, with Mr. Naar as 
president and managing editor. This 
company wn.s formed Aptll 30, 1902. 
Mr. Naar died September 19, 1905. 

After his death the story or the True 
American was like that or all other 
businesses struggling to keep all <e 
under conditions of Increasing finan­
cial difficulties. In rapid succession 
there were reorgantzatlons and re­
ceiverships. The publication even 
entered the afternoon field. At a re­
ceiver's aale, August 8, 1913, the news­
paper and Its real estate was pur­
chased by the Trenton Times for 
'47,000. Publication or the True 
American was then suspended. 

Regardless of Its early history, the 
True American will always be Insep­
arably associated with the three 



Naan, certainly one or the moat re­
markable groups or newspapermen in 
the hlator:r or Journalism In Trenton. 

Judge David, Moses D .• and Joseph 
L. Naar were members or one or the 
outstanding families In the anne\18 of 
New Jersey Jewry, an honored family 
With a record dating back to the time 
of the cUscover:r or America by Co­
lwnbus. Their ancestors lived on the 
Iberian PenlnBUla, where they suirered 
persecution because or their race and 
religion. Seeking freedom In tbe 
Western Hemlllphere, members or the 
family made their way to the Vlnln 
Ialands and the Lslands or the West 
Indies. 

Judge Naar was born on the Island 
of St. Thomas November JO, 1800. At 
the age or 15, he was sei,.t to the 
United States to receive bis education. 
After completing hie studies, he re­
turned home and was employed In a 
large exporting and Importing estab­
lishment. In later yean he conducted 
a business or hie own. 

In 1834 he became a resident or 
New York City, and In the next few 
years he settled on a. rarm near Eliza­
beth. He at once made himself felt 
In the ure of the community and In 
1843 was appointed one of the Jay 
Judges or the court or Common Pleas, 
Essex County. From 1845 to 1848 he 
was United States COnaUI a.t St. 
Thomas. 

An able poll tlcal speaker, he won 
for himself In New Jersey the sobri­
quet "War Horse of Democracy." He 
llgured largely In the early ure of 
Trenton. Hie special Interest wa.s 
education, and he was an ardent 
advocate or public education. He wa.s 
a promoter of the present school 
system. At one time :ie was Clerk 
or the Assembly, and tram 1865 to 
1866 he was State Treasurer. Judge 
Naar died February 24, 1880. 

Moses D. Naar was born In 1836, In 
New York City, and came to Trenton. 
In 1656 to asslet hie uncle, Judge 
Naar, In the publication or the TrUe 
American. Afterward he was senior 
partner In the llrm or Naar, Day & 
Naar, and tor several years he was 
editor or the True American. 

Moses Naar was a brl!llant scholar, 
a master or rour languages and a 
reader of Sanskrl t, He was or a lit­
erary turn or tnlnd, and devoted much 
or his spare time to literature and the 
writing or short stories. During hi• 
assocla tlon WI th his uncle he studied 
law and was adml tted to the bar In 
1869. He was admitted counsellor In 
1873. Mr, Naar 1s the author of the 
law work, "Election and Suffrage." 

In t!l~ lldd of lnw Moses Naar 
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showed great promlee, and had not 
his health tailed at a tune when he 
was maJclng rapid advancement, there 
Is little doubt that be WOUid have 
been a dletlngulehed member or the 
legal proresa10n. He died January 10, 
1865. 

Joseph L. Naar, third or the tamUy 

Photo bY courtesy or Trenton Public Library 

JOSEPH L. NAAR 
Fearless editor and: last of hts 

/amUJI to direct the deattnlea of 
the True American, whlc/1 
during hts regime was a staunch 
organ of Democracy, 

to assume the editorship of the True 
American, was born October 23, 1842, 
near EJJ.Ubeth. Like hie rather, Judge 
David Naar, he was a man or remark­
ab:e energy and a· strong advocate or 
Democr1>tlc principles, Under his 
control, the True American continued 
for years as the State organ or 



D:m:,cro.cy. Like bla father. alao, he 
wielded a mighty and fearless pen. 

Governor George c. Ludlow, In 
1881, appointed llllr. Naar his secre­
tary, a poaltlon he held until 1884. 
He was one of the secretaries to the 
State Constlt•Jtlonal Convention of 
1873, and the sole secretary to the 
State Constitutional Convention of 
1894. 

llllr. Naar took a · great Interest, In 
public welfare. He was one of the 
original members of the Trenton Pree 
Public Library. and served as a trus­
tee of Mercer Hospital. He died Sep­
tember 19. 1905. 

Joshua S. Day, In charge of the 
llnanclal department of the ftrm of 
Naar. Day &: Naar, was born In New 
York City, llllarch 4, 1828. Early In 
life he eatabllahed a newspaper route 
for the New York Sun. then under 
control of llllosea Y. Beach. LeaVlng 
his native place, he removed to Eliza­
beth, where he .,ntered the mercan­
tile business with his father, Thomas 
Day. Upon request of Judge David 
Naar, In 1855, be came to Trenton 

and was employed 1n the business 
department or the True American. 
When Judge Naar retired, ht selected 
llllr. Day as the person to associate 
with his son and nephew In the new 
ftrm. 

Mr. Day died Febru,ry 9, 1885, In 
the 51st year <>f bis age. He was 
then the oldest member of the ftrm of 
Naar, Day and Naar. 

F.-ancls E...zley Lee, lawyer and his­
torian, and Harry A. Donnelly. 

. brother of llllayor Frederick w. Don­
nelly, were two quite noted members 
of the True American atalf. Lee was 
an editorial writer who a1aO contri­
buted extensively to Trenton news­
papers, ID the form of •Pl':11,l articles. 
He took a great lnterea, ID public 
affairs and was an advocat-t of con­
verting the land In back of th• State 
Houae Into Stacy >'ark. !:le was a 
native Trentonlan, son of. BenJamln 
F. Lee, tor years clerk o( the Chan­
cery Court. 
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llllr. Donnelly was employee:. on the 
True American, St,.te Gazette. Tren­
ton Times and S.inde.f 'l'lmes-Ad'­
vertlser. 



CHAPTER VII 

The Miscellany, The Union, The Crisis, The Trenton Argus. 

Stepping · back to the beglnn1ng o! 
the 19th century, one ftnda Jlll:\es 
Oram, printer and bookseller, launch­
Ing The Miscellany. The new publl­
catlon wu 1ssued -lune 2, 1805, four 
years · atter the first Trenton · TrUe 
American began I ts eventful career. 
It· was published m the printing ahop 
at · Broad and · State Streets, where 
Isaac COWns had published his New 
Jersey Gazette l\lld where Mathias 
Day •·had put out the State Gazette 
and New· Jersey Advertlser. 

The Miscellany was a literary paper. 
In the worda or Its publisher It "w"8 
tor the advancement or useful 11:Dowl­

.edge, ·1n Its. several departments, and 
the promotion or religious and moral 
principles." One of the few copies of 
thLI tiny paper ~hat has been handed 
down through the years ls owned by 
the Trenton Free ri..bllc Library. By 
mere chance this happens to be an 
lnitlal copy. 

None or the I'renton histories lists 
the Miscellany nor In all probability 
does It appear In aL, other published 
work. 'l'he rare copy belonging to 
the Library Is a tour-page paper, 9 
by 11 Inches, containing only one 
advertisement or notice. That ls the 
publisher's own. Literary material, 
obituaries and rew Items or news 
make up this modest Journal. 

In making his bow to the public, 
Oram pledged that "the ruture num­
bers of the Mlscel!any shall not be 
Interior to the present In point of 
general execution." He bad many In­
teresting features to otrer, and as a 
special Inducement !or patronage he 
promised to give & general Index free 
at the end of the year. The sub­
scription price for the paper, evidently 
a weeltly, was "$1.50 per annum, 
transmitted to ,ubscrlbers who re­
sided at a distance by mall (at their 
expense)." 

Just how Jong "The Miscellany" 
lived ls not known. There ls no doubt 
that the publisher had secured some 
subscribers before the paper was 
founded. 

Oram llecame the occupant o! the 
COlllns printing shop In 1804. In 
1810 he removed to a building that 
stood on the west side or warren 

Street on a part or the site. or the 
Lincoln Theatre. . 

James Oram 1s oelleved · to have 
come to Trenton from New York Cl'ty. 
He was probably the "James ,Oram" 
who published "The New York Prices 
Current." one or the ftrst market pa-

Photo by courtesy of Trenton Public Llbrar:, 

EDITOR'S ADVERTISEMEN'f 

3!1. 

Notice by J. Oram, owner and 
'PUbllsher of the Jl,lfscellany, as 
it appeared in his paper estab­
lished /or "the advancement of 
useful knowledge . • • and the 
promotion of religious and 
moral principles." 

pers In the country, In that city In 
the 1790'•· Like leaac COlllns, he was 
the publisher or a number or note­
worthy bOOks which bear the Trenton 
Imprint. 

In the period :.etween 1831 and 
1880 there appeared some twenty or 
more Trenton newspapers, all des-



tined to a precarious existence and 
a SW!tt end. Most ~f them were ad­
mltteclly political journals, established 
to espouse the •.•ause of some PartY 
or cancllclate. 

The llrst group of these was pub­
lished between 1831 and 1846, when 
the Trenton Daily Naws was launched. 
It survived three years, finally being 
merged with the revived True Ameri­
can. From then lllltll the advent of 
the Trenton Evening Times, In 1882, 
the Trenton publlc watched an ever­
changing procession of newspapers. 

Chronologically the llrst of ephe­
meral journals was The Union, which 
In Its brief existence suJrered a rapid 
and continuous ~hange of edl_tors and 
publishers. It Is said to have been 
a Whig paper, although comparatively 
little Is known of It. It was pub­
lished Saturda.y evenings. Frederic P. 
Sheldon Is believed to have been the 
founder, at any rate he was editor 
when the paper was publlshed July 
23, 1831. 

In 1832, or probaly earlier, the paper 
was called The National Union. 
Ph111p J. Gray, subsequently editor 
and publisher of -~e Camden West 
Jerseyman, was Pclltor and proprietor 
of the paper 1n !.hat year. Publica­
tion offices were then In the former 
residence of Abraham Hunt, at the 
north west comer of Warren and 
State Streets, where the Hessian com­
mander, Colonel Rall, was enterta.lned 
Christmas night, 1776. The entrance 
to the offices, the paper announced, 
was the "ftrst door In Second Street." 

Gray was succeeded as editor and 
owner of The National Union by 
Messrs. Adams and Buffington, with 
Elisha B. Adams as edl tor. Later Mr. 
BUfflngton left the ftrm and the paper 
wa.s continued by Mr. Adams, who 
changed th~ title to New Jersey 
Democrat. It was not a profttable 
enterprise, apparently, while under 
Mr. Adams' ownership. and he dis• 
posed of It to a in-oup of Whigs. 
Allan N. Wilson wa.s probably the la.st 
editor and publisher. In later years 
Wilson conducted an out-of-town 
paper, the Belvidere Apollo, ant. wa.s 
ldentlfted with the Somerset Whig. 

The Crisis 
Following closely .lpon the Union 

was The Crisis, a campaign paper of 
which little Is known. It made Its 
brief appearance lu 1832. According 
to an article In the State Gazette of 
January 1, 1857, the Crisis was estab• 
llshed to advocate the candidacy of 
Henry Clay for t11e ~ffice of President. 

The need of the paper past, the aheet 
vanished. 

The Trenton Ar,:us 
The Tr<!nton Argus, or The Argus, 

Is another of several Trenton news­
papers With an >bscure history. It 
Is said to have Leen an organ for 
the Trenton and PhlJadelphla Rail­
road, and the State Gazette 11:US the 
year of Its beginning as 1830. On the 
other hand, Raum"s History of Tren• 
ton and Woodward and Hsgeman's 
History of Burlington and Mercer 
Counties, give the date as 1835. From 
what little Is 1cn-,wn of the journal, 
It Is believed that It was founded In 
1835, and passed c,ut of existence the 
following year. 

An article In the Gazette, January 
1, 1857, on local .iewspapers, gives 
the following brief account of this 
obscure paper: 

"The Trenton Argus began about 
1830 by the Philadelphia and Trenton 
Railroad Company. At that t!Jne this 
railroad was distinct from the Cam• 
den and Amboy, and there was a 
rivalry between them for 1n11uence 
with the Legislature. The Philadel­
phia. and Trenton Company pur• 
chased stock In the Straight Turn· 
pike Company (Brunswick Road), and 
desired to connect their road with 
the New Jersey 1oad at New Bruns• 
Wick ancl to advocate this wa.s one 
of the objects of this newspaper. It 
Is believed to have l·een a Democratic 
publlcatlon. 

"Benjamin Van Cleve, a lawyer, 
was Its principal eoltor, although Ed· 
ward Curtis, of New York, contributed 
to Its columns. The rivalry between 
the two companies ftnally ended by 
the purchase of ,ne of the companies 
and the Argus merged with the Em· 
porlum, now called the True Amerl• 
ea.n:• 

The Argus was published In a large 
brick building, East Front Street, near 
Broad Street. Peter Lott, a native 
of Trenton, was Identified with the 
publlcatlon. Years later he left Tren­
ton for IDlnols ond at outbreak of 
the wa.r with Mexico be was captain 
of a company of volunteers that left 
for the tront trom that State. For 
several years he was superintendent 
of the United ::!!ates Mint In Call• 
fornla. 

It was In the period that the Argus 
was published that the famous "Room 
No. 100," at the Trenton House, re­
ceived Its name. That particular 
room was the headquarters tor the 
Camden and Amboy lobbyists who 
selected the number as one easy to 
remember since the hostelry In those 
days did not have a hUndrecl rooms. 



CHAPTER VllI 

The Daily Emporium and True American. 

The 11.rst "ttempt to eatabllah a 
dally newspaper In Trenton was mlde 
In 1839, during the so-called "Broad 
Seal War," one of the bitterest con­
troveralea tn Jersey history. The 
light centered ..round a contested 
election .between the Whigs and 
Democrats, and obtained national 
slgnlllcance when the majorities ot 
these two parties In CongreBB de­
pended upon the election results In 
New Jersey. 

Believing that sufficient Interest 
.bad been aroused In the controversy 
to support a newspaper. the publlah­
ers ot the Emporium and True Ameri­
can. on OCtober 28, 1839, laaued a 
proposal to lll<ely subscribers to print 
a dally. Thia announcement called 
for the support and aid of "political 
friends" to make the enterprise a 
success. 

The promise was made that the 
paper would "oontaln the latest pro­
ceedings of the State and National 
Legislatures. and the latest news of 
the <lay, together with a variety of 
literary and miscellaneous matter." 
December 2 was given as the datf: of 
the llrst Issue. The subscription price 
was "live dollars per annum, payable 
In -advance. or •IX dollars at the end 
of the year." 

ln compliance with thla promise, 
Trenton•• llrst '1ally came from the 
press of the Emporium and True 
American December 2. Joseph Jus­
tice, Jr., and Franklin s. Mills were 
the publishers; Mills and Dr. Daniel 
Levy Maduro Pelxotto, an eminent 
scholar, Journallat and physician, of 
New York City, were editors. 

The exact title of this publlootlon 
Is In· doubt, for no copies of the news­
paper are known to exla:. The pro­
posal leads one to believe that Its 
full name was The Dally Emporium 
and True American. Raum In his 
History of Trenton alludes to It as 
The Trenton Dally. Lee and other 
local hlatorlcal writers do thA same. 

On the other hand the title given 
In the proposal Is corroborated In part 
by the Gazette of 1839. which calls 
It "The Dally Emporium," evidently 
omitting the presumed full title fnr 
reasons that go back to the time 
when the "True American" was pur-
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chased by the Gazette owners. At 
any rate, whatever the title may have 
been, this paper was practically a 
dally lsBUe of the "Emporium and 
TrUe Amertcan.·• 

The new paper Rent to a small but 
worthy list of subscribers. Even the 
Gazette, which had no special love 
for The Emporium since the day It 

FRANKLIN S. MILLS 
One of most picturesque fig­

ures in Trenton journalism, at 
various times reporter, pub­
lisher amt owner, associated 
with innumerable Trenton 
papers. Mr. MUls was also 
Ma11or o/ Trenton and member 
of the State Assembl11. 



appropriated the name "True Ameri­
can:· was Impressed with the new 
paper·• line appearance. and gave It 
" good mention. questioning. however. 
the ability ot the enterprise to last 
.. tor a'ly length of time on such a 
acale." Dr. Pelxotto, Mr. Mills Intro­
duced to the readers by Mr. Milla as 
•·a g,mtl~man of superior quall!lca­
t!ona -•nd one of tlle beat polltlcal 
writers of the present day," was ex­
tended a cordial greeting by the Ga­
zette. Which aald: 

"Dr Pe!xotto b.lmself, makes a not = ungracefUI bow to the public, In-
. dlcatea an lncllnatlon to grapple with 

principles rather than quarrel with 
men, and promises to all conductors 
of the press the extension In public, 
of that courtesy. which has ever been 
observed In private Ute. 

"We respect that editor who re­
spect-a himself enough to ·:lete!"Dlln'! 
that be will observe In public. as well 
as In private, the ru!ea of Intercourse 
observed among persons of respect­
ability. We wlll waive, therefore. 
whatever feelings of repugnance the 
character cf the Emporium In past 
lives, me.y be have existed In us (sic) 
and tender to the new i!di tor those 
courtesies which are due to a stranger 
and a gentleman ... 

Poaseaaed ot a scholarly pen, Dr. 
Pelxotto zealously began to edit the 
newspaper, which won favorable com­
ment both tor its printing and style. 
Bia efforts, however, were unrewarded, 
tar Trenton was atlll a small town, 
and was not yet ready for such an 
Innovation as a dally newspaper. On 
March 2, 1840, Just three months after 
Its llrat l.9sue, the paper ceased publi­
cation. perishing for the want of 
subecrlbers. The Gazette's warning 
became a fact, and the llrst efforts 
to establish a dally In Trenton failed. 

Concerning the demise of this pa­
per, the Gazette had the following 
ta say: 

"Dally Emporium-The publication 
of this paper as we learn from thla 
morning's number Is, this day, sus­
pended. The publishers asy 'the pa­
tronage received Is no~ sufficient to 
warrant Its future publication.' It 
la aald they have already lost $800. 
They. promise, however, that 88 soon 
as 1,000 subscribers are obtained •the 
publlca tlon of the paper wlll be re­
sumed In a larger and otherwise Im­
proved form•. 

"The reau!t la not unexpected to 
us, though we re~~et that the antici­
pations of the publishers have been 
disappointed. Wheth~r they will be 
able to obtain 1,000 11U\'8Crlbera, they, 
of course, are beat st.le to Judge; 
though we are certain, tl1at aubacrlp-
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tlon, obtained on mere party grounds, 
would not be likely to continue.'• 

.u .l\prll, 1900. SlXty ye:ua ,J.fter the 
dally paper suspended publication, 
Henry B Howell W88 the only survivor 
of those who bad subscribed to the 
publication. Mr. Howell had seen the 
beginning of nearly every dally news­
paper publl&bed In Trenton. 

Both MIiia and Or. Pelxotto bad an 
Interesting association with Trenton 
newspapers. Mr. Mllla was an enter­
taining character In the public eye 
for many years not only 88 a news­
paper man hut 88 a political leader 
and Mayor of Trenton. Be was 
ldent111ed With many newspaper ven­
tures In the city. 

Mr. MIiia was Dom February 26; 
1615, In Reading, Penna. Wblle a 
young lad be was a post boy. carry­
Ing mall and weekly newapapers to 
rural districts In th&t aectlon or the 
State. Later be became an apprentice 
In a West Cheater printing shop, 
where Bayard Taylor, poet and writer. 
was once employed. 

As a young man In nls early twen­
ties. a!ter completing bis time at the 
printer"s trade, Mr, Milla came to 
Trenton and W88 associated with 
Joseph Justice, Jr., printer and pub­
lisher. In after years he was con• 
nected with numerous printing shops 
and publlahlng ente?prlaea and when 
times were dull In those lines be 
worked In the town brickyard&. ln 
the beginning of his career In the 
newspaper publishing fteld, It was not 
unusual for him to gather the news, 
write It up and then set It In type, 
In much the same manner that vil­
lage weeklies are produced today. 

.1\8· an editor and reporter Milla 
gained for himself the name of 
"Steeple Crown," probably because ot 
the high hat tba t be wore. For many 
years be was the Trenton represtnta­
tlve of the Associated Preas, and W88 
the llrat to bold 1. seat In that ca­
pacity In the New Jeney Legislature. 

A staunch Democrat and an enter­
taining speaker with • fund at knowl­
edge, Mills was a popular llgure not 
only at political meetings, but alao 
at (l;O.tl\erlnga of varloua kind,. His 
!!rat public office of note was as Chief 
Burgess ot the Borough ot South 
Trenton. Be was Mayor or Trenton 
several tlmes, was a member of 
council and served one term In the 
State Assembly. Be died November 
25, 1885. 

Dr. Daniel Leyy Maduro Pelxotto, 
born July 18, 1600, W88 the eldest son 
of Moses Leyy Maduro Pelxotto, noted 
Rabbi and merchant. Be W88 grad­
uated from Columbia College In 1819 



wl th the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
Later be was one ot the editors of 
the New York '"MecllcaJ and Physical 
Journal'" and of ·•oregory's Practice.'' 
and a contributor to the newspapers 
and periodicals of his time. Be was 
especially well known In the newspa­
per lleld for bis political writings. 
Beside being editor ot "The True 
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American," ot New York City, be was 
also associated with the '"New Yorlc 
Mirror.'" 

Dr. PeJxotto :llso gained distinction 
as a pbyalclan, .uid was prominent 
In aeveral medicaJ socletles. For aev­
eral years be wu president ot Wil­
loughby Mecllcal College. Be died In 
1843. 



CHAPTER IX 

Temperance Newspapers and The Plaindealer. 

.· The temperance movement In . the 
eighteen forties and 1Utlea led to the 
publication of at 1eaat three newa­
papera In Trenton In tboae two 
decades. 

The New Jersey Temperance Herald. 
the ftrat of them. was founded 1n 
ll!ff by WW!am M. Whitely, In the 
printing office of the Sheet Anchor of 
Democracy 1n Warren Street. The 
Initial lsaue was l\4ay 30, according 
to an Item In the Sheet Anchor, 
Thuraday, April 4, which reada: 

"The New Jersey Temperance 
Herald, a new paper, made lta ap­
pearance In this city on Saturday. It 
was edited by WWlam M. Whitely and 
preaenta a very r .. vorable appearance. 
It la well worth the patronage of the 
temperance commu.'llty." 

soon after the ps.per was founded 
the publication office waa removed to 
a bUlldlng on the south aide of Eaat 
State Street, between Broad and War­
ren Street&. Lee"a Rlatory of Trenton 
says that lta life was abort. 

James s. Yard, son of Captain 
Joseph Aabton Yard, waa founder of 
the New Jersey Weekly Visitor and 
Temperance Sentinel, the second of 
the Trenton papers to advocate tem­
perance. Three months later bis 
brother, Benjamin F. Yard, became 
aaaoclated with. blm, anJ from then 
on for a number of years the broth­
ers were active In the publlsblng 
world. 

James removed from the city not 
long after bis brother entered the 
Weekly Visitor office, and In 1847 be 
sold the paper to Benjamin, who pub­
lished It untll It went out of exist­
ence In 1851 or 1852. 

James Sterling l!'ard bad been a 
bookkeeper for 111a father who waa 
then In tbe auction buslneas. Later 
be became an apprentice In the print­
Ing trade In the TrUe American shop. 

In 1848, the year after be sold out 
the New Jersey Weekly Visitor and 
Temperance Herald at Trenton, be 
published for an aasoclatlon at Wll­
llamebcrougb, Long Ialand, a cam­
paign pa!'er called the Kings County 
Democrat. Two years afterward he 
aaolsted bis brother Benjamin to es­
tablish the Ocean Signal at Tom•• 
River. He also f-,unded the Village 
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Record at BlghtBtown and . In 1854 
purcbaaed the Munmoutb Democrat. 
Bis laat paper seems tc, have been the 
Long Branr.b Newa, which be founded 
and conducted tor several years. 

At the outbreak of the Civil war. 
Mr. Yard waa commlsaloned major of 
the Third New Jersey militia. He 
was State Commw,loner of Railroad 
Taxation from 1873 to 1883, and In 
1878 be was appointed Deputy Quar­
termaster General by Governor Mc­
Clellan. 

The Reformer :.nd New Jersey 
Temperance Advocate, laat of the 
temperance newapapera, began as a 
monthly publication, November, 1851. 
The paper waa founded by a local 
aasoclatlOn, with Henry B, Howell 
named as publishing agent. Subse­
quently Mr. Howell became the pro­
prietor and editor. In 1852, tb~ Rev. 
T. Crane was corresponding editor. 
Be resigned during the year. In later 
Issues the name of E. w. Jackson 
appears as aaslstant editor. 

The paper subsequently was Issued 
twice a month &nd later It appeared 
weekly. 

Henry B. Howell was the most dis­
tinguished of Trenton's temperance 
advocates. He wu the leading llgure 
In tbe local organization of the sons 
of Temperance and for many years 
aided· the cause beth with !abcr and 
money. He bad a cheerful disposition 
and was of a pbl!antbroplc turn of 
mind. In 1856 he was one of the 
members of tbe association that 
launched The Republican for the 
cause of Freemont ~nd Dayton, Re­
publican candidates for the presi­
dency and vice or<:sldency. 

For many years Mr. Howell con• 
ducted a smGJI toy sbop on tbe west 
side of Warren Street. near Front 
Street. With bis mow-white hair and 
under-chin beard, be was not unlike 
Kris Kingle, and he bas been referred 
to as Trenton's "patron saint of 
childhood." As most of bis stock In 
trade consisted of penny goods, bis 
place was popular with the children. 
and through the many years he kept 
the shop be a<!qulred tbe name of 
""enny" Howell. He died at the ad­
vanced age of 92 at a short distance 
from his toy store. 

The Plalndealer (also written "Plain 



Dealer," In newspaper references to It) 
WIL!I an anti-monopoly paper, founded 
In 1845 or In the two years following. 
Lee, In bis "History of Trenton," 
claims It tiegan In 1845, and names 
Joseph C. Potts and John C. Webster 
as the founders. on the other band. 
Raum, In bis "History of Trenton," 
gives Joeepb C. Potts and Gregory A. 
Perdlcarla as the founders. As fo>.r sa 
Is known at this time not a alngle 
copy of Tile Plalndealer has been un­
earthed, and It Is doubtful If an ac­
curate account of the beginning of 
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the paper will De written until some 
early lasuea are brought to light. 

In 1847, Meara. Potts and Perdl· 
earls were U,e ~wnera and publishers. 
Mr. Potts, a lawyer, wu at one time 
associated with the Trenton Gu 
Light Company and other local. buat­
neas concerns. He was editor and 
publisher of the New Jersey Regtster, 
a law pubUcatlon. He wu a.ls~ a.n 
lncorpora.tor of the Mercer Cemetery 
Compa.ny. 

The Plalndealer was discontinued 
when 1t was merged with the Trenton 
Da.Uy News. 



CHAPTER X 

Campaign Papers-Democratic Union, Sheet Anchor of 
Democracy, The Clay Banner and The True Democrat. 

Oeorge T. Olmstead, Independent 
candidate tor •herllr of Mercer 
County, bad the assistance of the 
Democratic Union In h1a campaign, 
In tact the paper was Issued In 1843 
solely to promote bis election. Raum, 
!n his History of Trenton, says that 
Mr, Olmstead ran on the llrst Irregu­
lar ticket ever put before the voters 
In this county. 

When captain Joseph Yard, new 
owner of the Emporium and True 
American, converted hla paper Into 
a Tyler Journal In 1843, tlle Dem­
ocracy of the State was aroused. The 
move was so entirely at variance with 
the desires of most of the party lead­
ers, who were supportera of General 
Lewis Cass for the office of President, 
that they requested Franklin S. MUia 
to launch an opposition paper. Thia 
he did. The new paper bad the s!g­
nlllcant name of The Sheet Anchor 
of Democracy. . 

i:.ate In March or early April, Mr. 
Mills Issued bla prospectus of the pro­
posed new new,paper. The Gazette 
conunentlng on the proposal remarked 
that Mills, late editor of the Em­
porium, "bas Issued a prospectus of 
a new weekly and trl-weekly • • . 
determined that Tyler men shall noi 
na,re the exclusive privilege." 

The Sheet Anchor came from the 
press Tuesday, April 25.• Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays were publi­
cation days for the tr1-weekly edi­
tions, and Fridays for the weekly. The 
trt,weekly sold for two cents a copy. 

:e:ncouraged by Its reception, MUia 
wued the paper April 29 of the "fol­
lowing year In larger size. The trl• 
weekly publication days were then 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Another year and Trenton had seen 
the last of the Sheet Anchor. Mr. 
MIiis Informed nls public JUiy 11, 
1845, that his Interest In the Journal 
would cease the following day. He 
bad sold It and the printing shop to 
Robert Gosman, .vho had been con­
nected with the editorial department 
ror three months. Gosman, In the 
same Issue, announced that be wouid 
continue the newspaper, but under 

•State ouettc, Aprll 27. 1843, 

the name of The Trenton Journal. 
This came out In weekly and trl­
weekly editions, hut the trt-weekly 
was suspended !n Mareh or April, 
1&.6. It !s said that the weekly wa, 
•e,rentually merged with the Em­
porium and True American, 

Shortly before Mr, M1l1s sold the 
paper be bad printed !n It a business 
directory of Trenton, probably the 
IU'st of Its kind !n the town. Trenton 
bad no regular City Directory until 
1854-55. 

Charles W. Jay entered the lleld of 
newspaper publishing In 1844, with a 
vigorous Whig paper advocating 
Henry Clay for .President In opposi­
tion to James K. Polk. Like other 
campaign pa.pers, the existence of the 
Clay Banner wa.s very brief. The 
paper, published at 5 Second Street, 
had as !ts motto, "Never despair of 
tile Republic." A single copy dated 
July 17, 1844, Is owned by the New 
Jersey Historical SOoletr. That re­
veals !ts price, for It contains the 
announcement "Terms 50 cents until 
Henry Clay la elected president." 

Of the lltty ,,r more newspapers 
that have been published In rrenton, 
The True Democrat undoubtedly had 
tile shortest Ute. Its llrst wue was 
also Its last, for as Its founder later 
remarked, "a capital of 30 dollara was 
not sumclen~ ba.sls upon which to 
found a ne1V>1paper permanently." 

Yet !n spite or !ts brief existence 
•J}d Its sllght capital Investment. the 
True Democrat managed t~ achieve 
national fame. This came tlll'ough 
running the name or General Zachary 
Taylor, a candidate for president. on 
the banner head. In tact the paper. 
according to an ~rt!cle that appeared 
November 15, 1848, In the State Ga­
zette, was founded for the sole pur­
pose of advancing the claims of Gen­
eral Taylor as a presidential candi­
date. The paper made Its tlrst and 
last appearance March 27, 1846. 

Either Charles W. Jay or Franklin 
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s. Mllls was the ·rnunder of the True 
Democrat, of which no existing copies 
are known. In the State Gazette 
article, written by the True Demo­
crat's founder, ne ola!med tha· the 



paper was the flrst In the United 
States to name General Taylor for 
President. Furthermore he contended 
that It was at a public meeting held 
In Trenton June 10, 1846, that the 
"hero of Alto and Ueaaca de la Palma" 
was ftrst nominated for the high 
omce. He defended his assertion 
against a claim of the Boston Herald 
that on April JO, 1847, It was the 
ftrst to predict that the General 
would be the next President and an­
other claim advanced by the Whig., of 
Iowa that they nominated General 
Taylor February i2 1847. 

A bit of research .>as revealed that 
General Taylor was nominated at a 
public meeting held at East Ward 
Hotel, Trenton, or the evening of 
June 10, 1847. The resolution, written 
at that time by CLarles w. Jay, fol­
lows In part: 

"Resolved-That we. the cltlZens of 
Trenton, here assembled, without 
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strict party lines ,,o nominate General 
Zachary Taylor, the hero of Palo Alto, 
and Resaca de la Palma, to the 
Presidency of the Unlted States, and 
that we hereby united all true 
hearted Republicans to unlte with us 
In our efforts to elevate a brave 
soldier, a succe5'1fUl General, and a 
true Republican, to that office.'' 

Franklin S. Mills was secretary o! 
this meeting. 

The history of the True Democrat 
Is not entirely clear. There was pub­
lished In the Gazette, June 8, 1847, a 
proposal by Charles w. Jay to print 
a paper to be called The True Demo• 
crat. In view o! the statement made 
by the writer of the Gazette article 
November 15, 1848, these must have 
been two separate ventures. In the 
late eighteen llf~les another news­
paper, also called tt e True Democrat, 
entered tile fteld, but that Is nnotller 
story. 



CHAPTER XI 

The Trenton Daily News. 

The old subscription plan of pub◄ 

Usblng newspapers was superceded 
for the first time 11 Trenton In 1846. 
Just six man tbs to the day after the 
first dally had suspended publication 
-March 2, 1846-a small paper, pub• 
llsbed on a cash basis at one cent a 
coi,y, appeared In the town streets 
The Innovation seems to have Imme­
diately found favor with the public, 
and the publlcatlon gained rapidly In 
clrcutatlon and Jived for many years.• 

The Trenton Dally News, which Is 
generally conceded to be Trenton's 
second dally paper, was founded by 
Franklin S. MIiis, In association with 
Samuel Ralph Glenn. MIiis had been 
prominently Identified with the 11rs; 
dally. Glenn was an able newspaper­
man, who, after leaving the News, 
was employed as a reporter by tho 
Plalndea.Jer. At times he served as 
editor for that paper. When he Jen 
Trenton he went to Boston, following 
a newspaper career untll some time 
In the eighteen fifties when he held 
the office of United States Despatch 
Agent there. 

Their peper w:,a published In a 
printing office on the eaat side of 
Warren Street, between State and 
Front Streets. In commenting upon 
Its birth, the Gazette of March 2, 
1846, says: ''The Trenton Dally News, 
a penny paper, makes Its appearance 
today. It looks well.'' 

The early numl>ers bore the motto: 
u0pen to all Parties-Favors to' None." 

The story of the otruggle to estab• 
Ush the Dally News as told by 1\41", 
Mills In the State Gazette, December 
9, 1856, Is a worthy narrative of the 
time of prolific newspaper publish• 
Ing. His account reads: 

"The sheet was a little more than 
one-fourth of the size of the Dally 
!Jazette, but was neatly printed on 
a small type, and contained dally a 
good abstract of the local and general 
news, and a well-written leader from 
the pen of Mr. Robert Gosman, who 
was e.Jso editor of the Trenton Jour­
nal, printed In the same office. The 
Dally News was started on the cash 
plan and -sold for a cent a number. 
It obtained a clrculatlon of some 

eeventeen or eighteen hundred, which 
Is the largest number of subscribers 
ever enjoyed by a dally paper In this 
city. The advertising patronage, how­
ever, was but small, 'Uld the flnr fre­
quently labored under •severe pe­
cuniary embarrssament'-so much so 
that there were many times when the 
Journal was on the verge of suspen­
sion for the want ot paper on which 
to print It. Paper was a cash article 
In those days, and as cash was the 
very thing of which the Dally News 
was short, the proprietors only bought 
enough at one time for one Issue, and 
even then the purchase was fre­
quently delayed until 9 or 10 o'clock 
In the evening. But the money never 
failed to be obtained from some quar­
ter, and the Dally News appeared with 
the regularity of the sun." 

In conjunction with the dally, 
Messrs. MIiis and Glenn Issued a week­
ly paper entitled "The Dollar Weekly 
News," so-called because the price of 
subscription was • dollar a year. 

It Is doubtful If any copy of this 
paper Is In existence. Even mention 
of It Is very rare. In an odd copy 
of the Dally News, July 2, 1846, owned 
by the Trenton Free Publlc Library, 
appears the following: , 

" 'The DOiiar Weekly News' of to­
morrow wlll be an unusually rich 
number. This Interesting family 

, newspaper Is gradually growing Into 
popularity. Price only one Dollar a 
year." 
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In the Fall or earller the ' Dally 
News was removed to a small printing 
shop on the south side of HanovPr 
Street between Broad and Warren 
Streets. The late .;oseph Trier, who 
was employed In the shop when a boy, 
mentions the place ln his remini­
scences publlshed In the Sunday 
Times Ad,,.rtlser more than ten years 
ago. 

Shortly after the paper was 
founded, Mr. Glenn left the firm, and 
late In the same year (1846) Mr. Milla 
sold the enterprise to WIiiiam B. 
Brittain and Edward O. Jones, then 
the publlshers <>f ''The Emporium 
and True American." At the time 
of the purchase the Emporium was 
united with the NPwark Evening Post 
with Samuel G. Arnold; a capable 



newspaperman, a.a editor. Arnold waa 
retained in the editorial chalr, and 
both papers were continued by the 
new ,ownera.t 

With the Issue of March 29, 1847, 
the paper appe:u-ed 1n enlarged alao, 
bearing the ll&lnea of Arnold and 
Brltt9:ln. publlllhexa, and With apeclal 
annow,cement to Its aubscr!bel'II: 

"The conatantly uicreaal.ng patron­
age. bestowed upon our uttle unpre­
tendlng aheet warrant. us In •annex­
ing more territory• to Its dam&tns, 
thus keeping pace ,nth the everlaat­
lng Anglo-Saxon splrtt of the age." 

The paper wa.s then publlabed at 
Second and Greene, now State and 
Broad Streets, the aame corner where 
lsaac C01l1ns h:>.d his , rlntlllg office. 

The "Trenton Dally News" wa.s then 
printed on a ·power pr08! whose run­
nl.ng so annoyed the tenant in the 
adjoining office that be obtamed an 
lnJunctton prohibiting the proprietors 
from opera ting the mecbanlsm, set­
ting !o:th In !us petition that hill rest 
was dlsturbed and bis hausa damaged 
by the vibration. 

The proprietors hacl been for soDltl 
time contemplating a. removal to 
other quarters, but the action of the 
enragec1 tenant, ha.stened their de­
cision, and late In October the press 
was removed to a bUilcUng In the rear 
of Iaaac Dunn •s Sash and Bltnd Fac­
tory, an the north side of State Street 
along Petty·a Run. Early In Decem­
ber the office was removed to the 
same place. 

Mr. Dunn lost no time Jn malting 
good use or the new enterprise a.a a 
lanc!mark to designate the location 
or hla ra.ctcry, as lndlcatect In one Qt 
bis advertisements lo the State Ga­
zette In 1848: 

"Sash & Blind Pactory, No. 46 west 
State Street, near the State Houae 
and In front of the office of the 'Tren­
ton Dally News•, l. Dunn," 

In removtng to the vicinity of 
Petty's Run,· the proprietors of the 
Dally New• decided upon a cheap and 
slngula.r mean. to ~perate the press. 
A wa.ter wheel was brought Into uae 
and the wa.ter or the little strea.m 
!urnlsbect tbe power, the llrst 11ncl 
only printing preao ever operated 1n 
this manner In Trenton. 

The late John Brlest, fow,der of 
the second Emparlwn In Trenton, In 
speaking of the nnlque plant of the 
Dally News. In his reminiscences pub­
lished In a local paper years ago, 
gl ves It the following mention· 
~ the paper (Trenton· Dall7 

sJ~to~, i~p!~r~~n'st~~!· Ji.zfite 11t0: 
vembtr 28, ll.58. ' 

Newo) was In po!llelllllon of Brittain 
ancl Jones tbe7 purch-oaed a second­
hand Hoe tlat•bed. preaa which would 
print four pages ot the Dally News 
anc1 State Gazette a.t oru, lmpreulon. 
and put It In a bUUdlng In the rear 
of Dunn's 8B8b and bllnd factory on 
Willow Street where It was run by 
water power from Petty's Run which 
wa.s then an open stream of · 90me 
force. In the sea.san at freshets. the 
water often r.aused considerable 
trouble and dela.yed the taue of the 
papers:• 

One of the fremeto rererred to by 
Mr. Brlest Is mentioned by the Stat..· 
Gazette of June 21, 1848. The newa­
pa.per reports that the office of the 
Dally Newo bad been !looded. the 
previous day, ...-Ith damage to ma­
terials resulting :n the non-publlca­
tlon of the pa.per. On this occaalan 
Petty's Run bad done considerable 
damage 1n Its course through Tren­
ton from Clossen 's turning mill on 
Pennington Avenue to the Delaware 
River. 

Joseph C. Potts and Gregory A. 
Perdiea.rls were proprietors of MTbe 
Platndealer," an anu-monopoly new.­
paper espec!ally opposed to the Joint 
companies, Ca.mden and Amboy Rall­
roac!-Delaware and Raritan Canal con­
solldatlon and their appenctages. when 
ln 1847, Jt engaged in a battle with 
the "Trenton Dally News." This waa 
"the mwt malignant, vindictive and 
venomous tllat we ever remember to 
have read or ,ieen," says The State 
Gazette, November 28, 1856, In a re­
view of the llte or the Emporium 

"Each represented ha opponent a.s 
dishonest, corrupt and treacheroUll, 
and mutually accused each other of 
all tile crllnes known. besides some 
especially Invented tor the occasion." 

It must be eemembered that the 
Journalism of the da.y was Intensely 
personal and It wu not Infrequent 
tor eclltora on opposite sklea. of an 
w:ne to engage In verbal sparring 
matches, tile '!!1aracter ot which 
makes present-day r:ewapa.per writing 
tame. These old newspaper files 
would aback many a modern reader. 
Editors called. a spade by lta rLght 
name and always bad a reserve stock 
of names to !all back upon. Tbe 
wonder ot It ls that they mana.ged to 
keep out of Jall. 

Whlle the forceo on both aides were 
l!nlng up for the tray, "Cha.rile" Jay, 
town wit and aatlrlst who was con­
tinually In a wrangle, made a timely 
appea.ra.nce a.s reporter !or the O&lly 
News. Always ready for a good tight, 
Jay !oat no time In getting Into 
action. When ne en terod upon b J.s 



duties, "The Plalndealer," greeted hlm 
by saying "that tarmer-not John­
but Jay, had been 11,ted as 'Captain 
or the Organ'." Toe rebuke then 
went on to remark that Mr, Arnold, 
editor or the paper, "had been re­
duced to the rank or tlrat lieutenant," 
and "Mr. B.", referring to Wlillam B. 
Brittain, one or the owners, "to the 
rank or second Ueutenant." 

During the course or the battle, the 
Dally News alluded to Mr. Potts as 
the "Turk," the "legal pick-pocket" 
and ""limber conscience," and Mr. Per­
dlcarts was called "Perdlcurlous or 
Grace or the Potts, and "Perdl, the 
Greek, or Potts' bull-headed man, 
Prlday." On the other hand "The 
Plalndealer" called Jay a "rowdy with 
the honesty or a highwayman." 

Samuel Ralph afenn. who was a 
reporter tor "The Plalndealer,'' after 
he left the Da1Jy News, was a special 
target tor Jay's sharp shafts or 
satlro. Glenn, nowever, was fairly 
good at throwlng mud, and he once 
remarked that: 

"Thick skulls are by. no means a 
ra:-e commodity In the region or the 
Dally News ofllce." Thla, of course, 
brought a quick retort from Jay, who 
was probably the most lndlvldual and 
therefore the most 1n terestlng of all 
or Trenton's early Journalists. With 
a witty and satiric pen, which he 
seemed frequently to dip In vitriol, he 
managed to keep the town either 1n 
a state or fury or uproar nearly all 
or the time. As venturesome as he 
was tearless, he was probably the 
founder of more Journals or short 
duration than ~V edltor of his day 
In New Jersey. 

Stories or unlimited number could 
be told or. aome ur Jay's escapades. 
on one occasion a Jersey City editor 
and poet, whose verses had been 
mercilessly ridiculed by Jay, made ., 
special trip to Tren,on to chastise the 
local Iconoclast. Ja) met his enemy 
with an Invitation to take a nip rrom 
his favorite flask, and before the day 
was over tha two more embracln~ 
each other with terms or endearment 
and occasional bursts or aong. Thia 
was the beglnnlng or a life-long 
trlendahlp. 

Jay loved to ftght ao well that It 
never mattered to which aide he lent 
his talents.. As a Republican editor 
he could dart the editorial rapier to­
ward the Democrats Just as effectively 
as he did toward the Republlcans 
when he took the Democratic side. 
To him Journallam was truly a game 
In which the player had as much run 
as his audience. 

Jay was born at Lamberton, now a 

part or Trenton. As a boy he worked 
In the local brlckyarda. 

In a little boo!t, "My New Home In 
Northern Michigan," Jay summed up 
his Journallatlc career: 

"I wrote as the numor happened to 
direct or neceaslty Impelled. Care­
less or what I said, Indifferent to 
publlc opinion, reckless or the eltect 
upon my personal. Interest, I •went 
In• on the Irish Injunction or 'where­
ever you see a head, hlt It'." 

He dled ln Michigan, December 9, 
1884. While still llvlng In Trenton 
he was City Clerk 1n 1849-50. 

Despite all the apparent bitterness 
engendered by seve::•~l months <>I 
verbal "mud slinging,'' the owners or 
the two papers Joined. hands and 
discontinued the publlcatlon or "The 
Plalndealer." Concerning this pur­
chase the Gazette In !ts review or 
t,u Emporium had the tolloW!ng to 
say: 

"Notwlthstandlng ~n this ( the bat­
tle between the two papers), the •co­
hesive power uf publlc plunder' 
brought thPm together. T'ile Plain­
dealer was an an•.1-monopoly Journal 
or the fterceat kind, while the real 
owners o! the True American (Em­
porium and True American) were 
gentlemen largely Interested ln the 
work o! the Joint companies, but 
even this did not prove any obstacle 
In the way o! union and accordingly 
on tlle 21st or September (1847), the 
day before the meeting or the Demo-

. ~~~ti! ~fi':,t'i,~J:~1~t!.!!''i!:!/!~ 
an announcement that all breeches 
had been healed uud that 'local causes 
should ,no longer alvlde Democracy or 
the State'," 

When the merger took place, Mr. 
Arnold resigned as editor and Brittain 
and Jones retired as active members 
or the ftrm, Mr. Brittain became 
1dentll1ed with other publishing In­
terests. He died In Philadelphia Dec. 
6, 1857. He was at the time, a resi­
dent or Ewing Township. Potts and 
Perdlcarls "assumed the editorial con­
trol and nominal partnership."• 
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Mr. Perdlcarla, • native o! Greece, 
came to the United States when he 
was a young man, settling In Boston. 
He had been In the country but a 
rew years when he began the study or 
law. In 1837 he was appointed 
United States Consul to Greece, Re­
signing his consu!shlp In 1845 he re­
turned to his adopted land. In the 
next year he came to Trenton and 

•stetch of Emporium, State Oaz~ttr, 
Nov. 28. 1858. 



was soon ldentlfted with a number of 
enterprises 1n the town. Be died In 
Tanglers. Morocco, AprU 18, 1883, and 
was burled In the European Cemetery 
In that city. 

M an American clt!zen living In 
Morocco, bis son. Ion Hanford Perdl­
car!s, g&lned International notice ln 
1904 when be was captured and held 
for ransom by the bandit chief 
Re.lsull. "Perdlcarls alive or Ralsull 
des.d," was the famous ultimatum 
issued by President Roosevelt. wh!cll 
reulted !n the freedom of the pris­
oner. 

ChMley Jay had been o!f the staff 
of the Dally News since June, leaving 
at that time wltb the expecta.tton of 
Joining the army lor Mexico. on Jan­
uary l. 1849, Potte and PerdlclU'III 
bought the Brittain and Jones In­
terest and &!ter a traru,fer of shares 
held by others was made, the former 
proprietors oc The Plalr..dealer became 
sole owners oC the Dally Newa­
Empori um newspapers.t Mr. Mills 
then a reporter for the News was re­
lieved of Illa ;,o,ltlon by the new 
owners. potts ,md Perdlcarls were 
eventually succeeded by Samuel ;r. 
Bayard. a newspaperman of wide ex­
perience. 

During the llfe 01 the "Trenton 
Dally News•• the conlllct broke out 
with Mel<lco, and !or the llrst time 
v1ar el<tl'a& were !8&ued In Trenton, 
each paper fighting to he the first to 
get an Issue on the streets. News of 
the engagements at Buena Vista, 
Saltlllo and Monterey were featured. 

tat.ate Oazet.te. January 2, l8t9. 
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The race between the Dally News. 
Os.zette and Plalndealer was keen, and 
the Newa on May 10, 1847. said with 
enthusiasm: 

"0n Saturday last by special ex• 
press for the Dally News, which was 
brought from Bristol ln less than 
forty minutes, we were enabled to get 
out an extra con talnlng the lmport­
rmt news of the victory at Cerro 
Gordo, In advance or the other papers 
of this city. • • • " 

1n the evening the office "was 
splendidly illuminated ln commem­
oration of the several battles by our 
brave soJcUers in .tdexico." 

Early In November, 1849, Morris R. 
Hamilton came Into possession of the 
Dally News-Emporium pa.pers. At the 
time tbe announcement o! the pur­
chase was made the publication ot!lce 
was at 40 Greene (Btoad) Street, next 
door ta the City Hall. The printing 
sllop, It would seem, had not yet been 
removed from the uuUdlng on Petty's 
Run, for !Mr. Brlest Jn his published 
remlnlscences concerning that place 
says that "when Mr. Hamllton pur­
chased tbe paper he put In a ttcond­
band press with double cylinders, 
whleh was run with a walk-around 
horse power. the horse having been 
used for a slmllar i,ower by Samuel 
McCJurg In his porter and ale brew­
ery on Broad Street, opposite 
Academy." 

Soon &!ter the purchase was made, 
lhe Emporiwn an:! Dally News both 
lost their Identity aa separate papers, 
and out of this merger came the re­
vived 0 True Ametlcan," a dally and 
weekly ,publication. 



CHAPTER XIl 

The Jeffersonian, Dally Trentonian, Dally True Democrat, 
Republican Privateer, Mercer Standard and Dally Republican 

Between 1848 IUld 1882 when the 
Trenton Evening Times brought an 
a.rternoon Journal to the people ot. 
Trenton. more than a score of news­
papers were established here. Few ot 
them survived any length ot time, 
and little Is known ot most of them. 

When Martin VanBuren was the 
Free Soll Party candidate for the 
presidency In 1848, Franklin S. Mills 
and Alexander M. Johnston published 
The Jelreraonlan to advance his 
cause. Like many of these vanished 
campaign sheets, a copy of The Jef­
fersonian would be a rarity today. 
The Gazette on December 9, 1856, 
said of It: 

"It was a spicy sheet and labored 
energetically for the success of Its 
dooil'.ed candlda tea. It was published 
for about three months, · and then 
the election being over, was finally 
discontinued." 

The Dally Trentonlan followed the 
Jell'ersonlan. It was published by 
Charles W. Jay, Franklin S. Mills and 
Joseph Justice, Jr., who lasued It 
from the famous publishing corner 
at State and Broad Streets. The In­
itial number of the paper was lasued 
November 16, 1849. The next day the 
Gazette said: · 

"The Dally Trentonlan made Its ap­
pearance yesterday, full ot life, vi­
vacity and humor, We welcome It 
cheerfully Into existence, and wlll 
bear an occasional rap at Its hand, In 
consideration ot the fun we expect 
to !Ind In Its columns." 

An article In the Gazette, December 
9, 1866, says that the Trentonlan was 
a "Democratic paper and regarded as 
the Thomson brRDch ot the party." 
Furthermore, It says, "nearly Its whole 
career was a campaign against the 
Dally News or True American • • . 
a war Which was bitterly personal, 
and which led to some llerce attacks 
from the other side." 

The paper lived for a year or more 
when It suspended publication. Sub­
sequently It was revived by Jay In 
conjunction with Israel Wells and 
Asher Beatty, but soon passed out of 
existence, 

The True Democrat, a penny dally 
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afternoon paper, was launched No­
vember 11, 1857, by Augustus Green 
and John Brlest, Jr. Benjamin Moor­
house was the reporter. The office 
ot publication was 35 East State 
street. 

On January 30 of the next year Mr. 
Green, who was the edltor, retired, 
his successor being Mr. F. F. Patter­
son. In February the office was re­
moved to the tourtb story, Cook 
Bulldlng, next door to the City Ball. 
In Aprll Mr. Patteraon left the busi­
ness and the publication of the paper 
was continued by Mr. Brlest. On 
June 12 It suspended publlcatlon. 

Then carue the Dally True Demo­
rrat. the older True Democrat revived. 
The first Issue was put out Sep'8m­
ber 13, 1868, when a new numeration 
was begun. P. F. Patterson was the 
new editor and publisher. He had 
been connected with the old paper 
as editor. The omce of the publica­
tion was 48 West State Street. 

In conjunction with the Dally True 
Democrat. Mr. Patteraon ran a weekly, 
called the Weekly True Democrat. 
Later others were associated with him 
In the publlcatlon of theee two news­
papers. and the !!rm was known as 
Patteraon and Company. In 1859 J. 
Madison Drake was reporter for the 
dally. 

In one of the existing odd numbers 
of the early sixties appears this 
mot to: "li any one attempts to pull 
down the American Flag shoot him 
on the spot." 

The True American, October 24, 
1861, publlshed the statement: 

"We are authorized to say that the 
publication of the True Democrat wlll 
be suspended tor a few days, In 
view ot some of the changes In the 
office."' 

Charles W. Jay launched another 
campaign paper In 1862. It was the 
Republican Privateer, supporting 
Franklin Pierce, then a candidate for 
President. .After the election of 
Pierce, the paper was discontinued. 

Three years later, according to 
Raum•• History of Trenton, Enoch R. 
Borden began a weekly paper, the 



Free Press, of which practically noth-
ing Is known. . 

No existing copies are known of the 
Mercer Standard. publlBbed In 1854, 
and the Evening Expresa, 1857, two 
publications or James Madison Drake, 
a prln ter, Who was one at the pic­
turesque !lgures of earlier Trenton. 
The !lrst number at the Mercer 

Stand!Lrd was Issued July 26. 1854, 
from •• printing office In Perry Street. 
It began as a small sheet, but waa 
enlarged a few months later. The 
True American •aid or It, July 29, 
1854: 

"Mercer Standard-This Is the title 
or a neatly-printed sheet published 
In this city by Madison Drake, No, 53 
Perry Street. It wlll appear every 
other Saturday. at two cents per 
copy. The editor ma.11:es an excellent 
number. He Is a young man, Just 
starting Into life, and from what we 
know of him, deserves to be patron• 
!Zed." The paper tater became a 
weekly. 

1n JUly, 1857, Drake founded the 
"Evening Express," a penny paper. 
The Gazette gave It the following 
greeting: 

"We mention al this time the ap­
pearance of a new paper In our midst, 
ca.lied the Evening Exprese, published 
by Mr. James Madison Drake. It 
propr>:;es to take· no part In politics, 
bu♦- will advocate ouch geneml and 
local matters as wlll be of the greatest 
good to the greatest number. The 
paper Is small, but, as the publisher 
very 2u.stly remarks, 'people should 
not expect too much for a cent.' Mr. 
Drake seem& to be a deserving young 
man.'' 

John J. Cleary, In the History or 
Trenton, · gives the following brief 
sketch ot Mr. Drake: 

"J. Madlaon Drake, who started the 
Mercer Standard (a weekly) In l/>54, 
enlisted In the Civil War and later 
organized Drake's Zouavea. Sub!e• 
quently he took up bts residence In 
Elizabeth, but loved occaalonally to 

·return to the old home town, and at 
tlle bead of his colortul command, 
shaking his unshorn loclal, parade 
Trenton's streets amid admiring 
plaudits of a host of friends, Includ­
ing the printing fraternity. It waa 
an Interesting circumstance that 
Drake, his father. two brothers and 
sister all 'worked at the ca.ae' ln this 
city at various tJmes!' 

Mr. Drake g&lned more prominence 
In the preBI! at Elizabeth th&n at 
Trenton. On July 29, 1889, he l.saued 
tbe first number of the "Elizabeth 
Dally Leader.'' Later he Issued the 
"Sunday Leader;• which suspended 

publlcatlon in t'ebruary, 1890. Bis 
last venture was the "Dally Monitor." 

Wben Cornelius W. Tolles, new 
owner of tbe Gazette, In 1856, sub• 
atltuted the names of FUimore and 
Donelson at the mast-head of the 
paper Jn the place at Fr-emont and 
Dayton, the official Republle&n 
standard bearers for the presidency 
and vice presidency, an BSB0clatton 
Jsaued a rival sheet. James T. Sher• 
man was edltor, and Henry Harren 
was In charge of the printing depart­
ment. This paper was the "Dally 
Republican," printed In the shop or 

· Henry B. Bowell In a bUildlng that 
stood on the south side or East State 
Street. between Bro,d and Warren. 
on the site of the shop In which the 
True American "'as founded. The 
buslnese office of the pubUcatJon was 
In the old City Hall Building. 

A weekly edition al the "Dally Re­
publican" was ls.sued In conjunction 
with the dally. 

After the electlon the paper came 
Into the hands of Mr. Bowell. Late 
In June, 1857. Jaccb L. Swayze i;ur­
chued It and vested Its management 
11nd edltorl•ll contl'<>J In Ju.cob R. 

· Freese. In commenting upon the 
change, the True American, July 1, 
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rems.rited: 
"The 'Datly Republlcap.' bllll passed 

from the edl torlal charge of Mr. B. 
B. Howell, who bas fur several months, 
uncter great dl!l!.culty, faithfully and 
earnestly advocated :ta prlnclpleo and 
•lewa at the •rer. ubllcan pa.rty' ," 

Mr. Breese changed the name of the 
paper to "New Jersey Republican," 
the initial 188ue ,toner that name be· 
Ing July l, 1857. On July 16, Mr. 
Swayze n,•eged the paper with the 
Oa,,,ette, wi,n the following announce• 
ment appearing In the old "'1t.ab'.lllhcd 
Journal: · · 

"The causes Which led laat Fall to 
the publlcatlon :if two papers In tb.ls 
c!ty, In opposition to the Democratic 
party, now no !onger exJsts. Couse• 
quently, It has t>een the desire tor 
s~me time past or the friends of 
both Journals, to see them. united on 
a common platform or reform In our 
National and State Governments •••• 
This has at length been nccompllshed 
and tomorrow th• ftrat number at 
the united ,aurnals wlll be laaued 
under the title or The State Gazette 
and New Jersey Republican,, under 
the editorial charge of the present 
editors or both or these p&pera." 

The united papel'3. however, did not 
nppenr wlth the lengthy title aa 
given In this announcement. "Dally 
state Gazette and Repuollcan" was 
tb.e title selected, and this appeared 
July 17, 1857. 



CHAPTER XIII 

Wiae Awake, Literary Album, The Gable, Daily Monitor, 
New Jersey Volunteer, Union Sentinel, The 

Detective and Evening Argus. 
Late In July or early In August o! 

1860 a Slllall campaign sheet called 
W!de Awake was lasued In the town. 
and a weekly paper entitled The Lit­
erary Album appeared In 1867. Dur­
Ing the elgh teen ftftles and sixties a 
Democratic sheet called The Gable 
was published for a brief time: 

Probably the flr•t newspaper lasued 
from the printing' omce o! Murphy 
an<l Bechtel, at the northwest corner 
of Broad and State Streets. Trenton's 
second greatest publishing corner o! 
historical Interest, was the Monitor, 
a morning dally "'Ith a weekly edi­
tion. The dally Issue, entitled 
Trenton Dally Monitor. began 
Janu:,zy 27, 1864, flylng the motto: 
"Shall maintain Independence o! 1111 
party views and measures." Dorsey 
Gardiner, editor and founder, had his 
omce In the rear or the building. 

Fred E. Goodrich became assistant 
editor In July, 1864. The tollow!n~ 
March the omce of publication was 
removed to a printing shop In Warren 
Street, and on April 1, the dally was 
changed from a morning to an a.tter­
noon paper. For a short time Frank 
w. Potter, a native o! Maine, who 
from March. 1873, to June, 1876, was 
United States Conaul at Marseilles, 
was reporter !or t.nat paper. 

The Monitor was purchased by the 
Gazette In 1865, <>.nd lta publication 
was discontinued. At the time or 
the purchase the i,aper had 172 dally 
subscribers and 500 weekly sub­
scribers, most or the latter In clubs 
raised by the Raritan and Delaware 
Bay Railroad Company.• 

The lrrepreaslble "Charlie" Jay was 
publishing another campaign paper 
In 1865. Thia Ume It was the New 
Jerse:;- Volunteers th1't made Its debut 
July 27. It was ::.rlnted In the shop 
of Murphy and Bechtel, at Broad and 
State Streets. Thia paper, Issued 
every Thursday, ad,ocated Marcus L. 
WMd, or Essex County, for Governor. 

The New Jersey Volunteer managed 
to crowd a good deal of bitter mud-

•state Gazette. Au1u,t 13. 1889. 
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slinging Into Its brief lite. The battle 
was waged agalnat The True Ameri­
can and Its owners, the Naars. In 
fact. much o! Jay's paper was de­
voted to attacking the Democratic 
organ. which lt referred to as the 
"Copperhead True American." The 
Nasrs were characterized as "Copper­
heads,'' because ,:,I their sympathy ror 
the Southern cause. 

The Volunteer suspended publica­
tion when Mr. Ward was elected 
Govemol'. A complete file. which la 
probably the only one o! a Trenton 
campaign newspaper. la owned by the 
New Jersey Historical Society In 
Newark. An odd copy la owned by 
Monmouth County Historical Society 
at Freehold. 

There was a very brief Interval be• 
tween the demise of the New Jersey 
Volunteer and Mr. Jay's new venture, 
The Union Sentinel, a weekly paper. 
It came out March 1, with the motto: 
"The Congress or the United States 
la the Main Bul'Vark of the Nr.tlonal 
Safety." About six months Inter, M. 
Ollllngham became associated with It. 
He soon retired and Henry Hough­
talllng and John c. Parsons became 
associated with Mr Jay's paper. Par­
sona l'emalned :>bout two years and 
a half, when ne retired rrom the 
flrm. 

In May, 1870, Jay lasued the llrst 
number of the Dally Sentinel, which, 
during Its lifetime, also bare the titles, 
Dally State Sentinel and Dally 
Evening State Sentinel, Jacob R. 
Freese purchased the paper In the 
fall of 1870, rbeodore W. Freese, 
brother or the owner, was the editor. 

The Detective, with offices In 
Newark and In "ITenton, was Issued 
every Thursda.y, beginning June I. 
1871. Charles w. Jay was the editor, 
with office at 17 West Front Street. 
The motto or thl• publication wns 
"Strike! But Hear Me." 

Wllllam H. Van Nortwlck, a new­
comer In the local newspaper lleld, 
published the Evening Argus Saturday 
evening, November 16, 1872. It was a 
penny dally, printed at 14 East State 



Street. A. F'. Duache was bl181nesa 
manager. 

Tbe Argus took !or Its motto: "Pro 
Bono Publlco" (For tbe Public Good), 
Ml<l Its pages aside fl-Om the dally 
column was largely devoted to com­
merce, manufacturing and agricul­
ture. Van Nortwlck was of a sta­
tistical tum o! mind 1111d many a! 
bis special articles were about local 
trade and lnd1111tey. The pa.per ba.d 
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an anti-monopoly policy. and was 
especially opposed ta the ra.llroad 
combines o! the day. In January, 
1873, tbe Argus announced with ,pride 
that lt was the 01 ,Iy penny artemaan 
paper In Trenton. and It claimed ta 
have a clrcUlatlon !rem 1.200 ta l.SOO 
copies dally. Notwithstanding that 
ract It was destined to a quick end, 
and on Auguat 15, 1873, the paper an­
nounced that with tba.t Issue It sus­
pended publication !or a. hrle! period. 



CHAPTER XIV 

Dally Public Opinion, Weekly Public Opinion, The Eve­
ning Star, Trenton Herald, Evening Journal, The 

Programme, Daily Free Press, The· Senti-
nel and The Emporium. 

A literary and religious p,per with 
a local news department wts Issued 
from the printing shop o! Wllllam s. 
Sharp. south side of State Street be• 
tween Broad and Warren S'.ri>ot,, Jan­
uary 1, 1874. It was the D~lly Publl-: 
Opinion. W11llam s. and E.W. Sharp 
were the publishers and L. Field 
Whitbeck was editor. 

Some time before 1875 the :cu1b• 
llshment was removed to the Aih:un-

It was the motto: "The Pen la 
mightier than the sword." 

For a time Edward 8. Ellla was 
editor of the Public Opinion. H~ 
later gained tame as an author of 
Juvenlle stories, histories and other 
works. 

Wllllam s. Sharp was another or 
the many picturesque characters In 
the history of Trenton newspaper& 
Although he once operated one of 
the largest book and Job pr\n ting 
shops In the State, later years found 
him In straitened circumstances. 

PICTURESQUE HEADING OF WEEKLY 
Public Opinion had probably the most remarkable heading ever 

used for any Trenton paper. It covered nearly one-fifth of the front 
page and was unusual for its size as well as for its elaborate 
decoration. 

b:x,. Bulldlng on the sl t<.- of the pres­
ent Lincoln Theatre. On May l, the 
Dally Public Opinion announced that 
It would suspend publication with 
that number. This was probably the 
end of the dally edition. The weekly, 
known as the Weekly Public Opinion, 
was continued tor two or three years. 
Ot all Trenton's newspapers, the 
weekly bad the most picturesque 
heading. It covered nearly one-lltth 
of the front page and embellished In 
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Ria mla!ortunes never marred his 
very genial disposition, which he re­
tained un t1l his death. 

His last shop In Trenton wa, at 
the southenst corner of West State 
Street and Chancery Lane. Amon~ 
the notable wotks that bear the Im­
print of bl• establishment are Hlll's 
"History of the Church In Burling­
.ton": a second edition at Smith's 
"History of the Colony of Nova­
Caesarla, or New Jersey," and "Lives 



of the Lord Chancellor• 6f England ... 
A number o: the latter-day printer& 
of Trenton were once members· or the 
Sharp tol'Ct!. 

The Evening Star,. a dally after­
noon paper, waa founded WY 10, 
1875, by Mea5l'a. Morrla and Quick 
This new publication received the 
tallowing oonunent from The True 
J\merlcan, May 12, 1875: 

.. On Monday afternoon o. lively Utile 
sheet ,!'lorylng In the name of the 
Evening Star, made tt.s debut and 
c:u,t It.elf loose upon the great sea 
of public patronage. It I• well gotten 
up, and prolill&es to be ._ success " 

In July. Morris ret!re<I trom ~he 
tlrm and the pe.per was continued 
by William B. Quick. The office ot 
publlc».tlon was on State Street, be­
tween W».rren and Broad. 

c .. pta.ln Ernest c. Stahl whose 
actlv" partlclpal.lon ln the clvle and 
cultural lite of Trenton as well as 
his career as a newspaperman me.de 
him long a familiar llgure to Tren­
tonlans, came upon the stage In 1875 
as publisher of the Trenton Herald 
He published It for years In conJuuc­
tton With tbe New Jersey Staats 
Journal, Which was printed In Ger­
man 

In the early eighteen eighties both 
of these pa.pera were printed In 
Stabl'a printing est&b!Jshment In the 
old Ste.te Banlt BU!Idlng that scood 
at the northwest corner or Warren 
and Bank Streets. The Trenton 
Herll.ld was a weel<Iy pubUca tlan 
bearing the motto: "Ju.st.lee to Ml" 

Another evening newspaper making 
a bid for popularity was L. Field 
Whltbecl<'s Evening Journ"1. ThlS 
was advertised u the only Republl• 
can afternoon paper published In 
Trenton. A .small penny sheet, It 
was prln ted at the Public Opln1on 
Office. Warren Street, and made Its 
tlr,it a.ppearance In 1875. Mr. Whlt­
beCk had formerly been With Pnl>lla 
Opinion. 

In commenting upon the Evening 
Journ"1, the late W!Ulam K. Dev­
ereux. whose remlnlscencea were pul>­
Jlahe<l rrom time to time In Jahn J. 
Cleary•• articles In the Sunday Tlmea­
AdvertlM.>r. remarked: 

"The . Evening Journal at'1"acted 
~I notice untll Whltbeclt en­
gineered a rellglau.s controverBY be­
tween Rev. EUZlab Lucaa of the l"lrst 
Sa.ptlst Church, and Rev. Patrick 
Byrne. pastor o! old St. John's Cath­
olic Church, which qu11.drupled the 
circulation tor several months." 

For several years Mr. Whitbeck wa.s 
manager or Taylor Oper" House. 

tn September, 181&, The Programme 

w.... isaued by William Arnell. a prin­
ter, In the Interest Of Taylar Opera 
House. The pa.per cantalned some 
go9Slp and local news and was dla­
trlbuted gratUltoualy. 

Charles w. J&y and Charles B 
Yard, formerly rore!J:l.lln or the Ga­
zette printing office, wued tile llrat 
number a! a paper entitled The D"1ly 
Free Press January 18, 1878. Men­
tion or the Initial l88Ue was made bJ 
the weekly Public Opinion two day• 
later. 

The Sen tine!, a weekly organ de-

JOHN BRIEST . 
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Editor of The Emporium and 
prominent Trenton newspaper 
man of Ills da11. He was an­
other former Mayor of Trenton. 

voted ta the ln&ere.sts or the Ne~ro. 
was founded In M1>y, 1880. under the 
name or The Expositor. by R. Henri 
Herbert, member or one or Trenton's 
most pramlpent old-time colored 
families. The office o!· the publlcl\­
tlon was In the second story a! 11, 



bulldlng at 4 Noctll Oreone Street, 
now North Broad. 

The Sentinel was a four-poge, 
twenty column paper, cont.11:nlng edi­
torials, articles of a literary nature 

· and a local department. 
Mr. Herbert, editor and owner, was 

tor ""veral years connected with a 
paper In Plalnlleld In 1874 he re­
turned to Trenton and from then 
until 1878 he we.s employed on the 
Dilly Sentlnal and the Free Pres,. 
For about a year ne taught In a local 
public school, and for sev oral years 
was doorkeeper 01 the New Jersey 
Senate. . 

John Brlest, a printer and foreman 
of the True American printing office, 
was publisher of the Emporium, IL 
penny dally, that became popular for 
lta newey qualltles. It waa Issued 
August 5, 1867, from a 1r:n·lnJ offi·c 
that occupied the second fleer of IL 
frame building a.t the northea.st cor• 
ner of Warren and Hanover Streets. 
Beginning In An humble WILY, Mr. 
Brlest built up a substantial circula­
tion. He Introduced Into local jour­
nallam some new features. among 
which wa.s the custom of publlahlng 
names of persons arriving at local 
hotels, an Innovation that was exceed­
ingly novel In Its day. 

The cheapness of the paper also had 
Its effect upon r.hp subscription lists, 

es 

and at one time Mr Brlest's Em­
po!'ium boa.sted the largest clrculatlon 
In the city. Aasuclated with the 
owner a.a buslneas manager wa.s John 
B. Fausaett. father of John D. Faus­
set!.. law llbrarlan .. t the New Jersey 
State Library. Charles Brtest, brother 
of the owner, wa.s reporter. 

The Emporium wa.s publlshed oy 
Mr. Brlest for 2li years, during which 
time he claimed to have Issued the 
first eight-page p•per In Trenton. 

Brlest's Emporium was later pub­
llshed In a building on the north side 
of East Sta.it, Strtet, near Mont­
gomery. 

In 1892 Mr. llr1est sold his 'news­
paper to St. Ueorge Kempson. of 
Middlesex County, who subsequently 
removed It to Perth Amboy. 

Mr. Brlest wa.s another newspaper 
publisher who round time to devote 
to civic a.lfalrs. In 1871 he waa 
clect;,d Mayor of Trenton on the 
Democratic ticket. The term of office 
wa.s one year, and Mr. Brlest had the 
distinction of bemg reelected each 
succeeding year until 1875. Be after­
ward was city <·omptroller. school 
trustee and excise commissioner. He 
wa.s born In Trenton November 11, 
1836, and recelv~tl his education at 
the Trenton Academy. While report­
Ing he wa.s a correspondent for the 
New York Herald and other metro­
politan newspapers. 



CHAPTER XV 

Trenton Evening Times. 
A new era In Journalism In Trenton 

began when on Thursday afternoon, 
October 12, 1882. there appeared the 
first issue or 11 newspaper that W3S 
destined to have 11 great Influence 
upon the future history. not (!nly or 
Trenton newsp<lµ<>rs, but of the city 
Itself This was The Trenton Times 
a breezy. tour-page Journal. with Its 
choicest b!ta or local and telegraphic 
news -.1n u.e first page. and a clean 
type race which easily set It apart 
Crom Its local competitors. 

The paper. which announced at the 
top of Its editorial columns that It 
was to be publls,ied "'every afternoon 
In the year ( Sundays excepted)" was 
first Issued from the printing office 
or Edward Fltzgeorge, southwest cor• 
ner or Greene 1Broad) and State 
Streets The first proprietor was the 
Times Publishing Company. Law• 
rence s. Mott was rounder and editor. 

In a leading ed·torlal, "The TID\lls 
and Its Mission;• the publication set 
forth Its aim: 

"'That Trenton nee:!s a newspaper 
admits or no doubt. It bas been a 
standing disgrace to the city for many 
years that although containing nearly 
40,000 Inhabitants and honored as 
the capital or the State or New Jersey, 
It lacked a breezy, wide-awake dally 
Journal. No other capital city In the 
United States 1s ID so lamentable a 
plight respecting news and news­
papers. While sma.'ler cities have 
adopted the modem Journalistic 
spirit and have 11wi<kened to thl de• 
mands or the l\ge tor exponents or 
the slgn.s of the Times. Trenton has 
continued to nourish and abide the 
slow-going. day end a half late, style 
or newspapers. It Is time for the city 
to awake from Its lethargy. The cit!· 
zens as a clr.ss have long desired 
something better. The enterprising 
business men of Trenton have chafe:! 
under the old •ystem. They want 11 
newspaper, not a dally chronlcler of 
ancient history. 

••nm TRENTON TIMES prJposes to 
supply tbe want. It wlll aim to give 
all the news, local, State and national, 
and all the truth about the news. It 
wlll endeavor to <Jo this In a decent, 
honest way. Being tree from all party 
preference or control, Its one purpose 
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will be the getting and giving of news. 
Fair play will be ilCCorded all parties. 
Its columns will .. ,er be open tor the 
expression of nonest opinions ol all 
kinds. It wlll ~Ive Trenton a paper, 

LAWRENCE S. MO.TT 
Founder and editor of Tren-

ton Evening Times. 

It Is believed, :hat will reflect credit 
upon the city, It wlll offer a fresh. 
sensible compendium of news each 
day, gathered by Its own Jndustrv, and 
not stolen from outside sources. I· 
will strive to be reliable, upright and 
candid. In return It will hope and 
expect to receive the support and 



praise ot the citizens ot Trenton, Irre­
spective or pnrty or creecl. 

"THE TRENTOri nMES comes to 
stny. It ls not au ephemeral cam­
paign sheet. It •• not 11n 11clvertlslng 
cloclge. It Is a newspaper In the 
truest. best sense. It hopes to bring 
the. masses to ap;ireciate wide-awake, 
refined journal!sm, by giving the 
people that which enlivens ancl ID· 
structs. It will •peak or the people, 
rar the people, ~nd will stancl by the 
people all the While. Everything th•t 
helps to better humanity ancl adv11nce 
the interests or Trenton In a com­
r.,erclal, Industrial or literary way w!ll 
llt: advocated and encouraged. 

"THE TIMES w!ll be a reliable 
Journal. No amount of painstaking 
or money w!ll be sp11recl to furnish 
,he news of the da:,. No scanclals 
or sensations wm be publlshecl simply 
oecause they are scan,1alous or sen• 
satlonal. The truth v,111 always be 
tole!, anc1 so tar as pos,tble, only the 
truth. Personamles wlll not be tol­
erated or blackg:iardlsm mdulged In. 
Modern Journausm condemns abuse. 
wrong w!ll be vigorously denounced, 
no matter upon whose head may fall 
the condemnation or the praise. 

''.THE TRENTON TIMES presents 
Itself for public Inspection and crltl• 
clsm fenrless or the result. It knows 
I ts mission and It believes there ls a 
wide field tor It. Henceforth It w!ll 
oe one of Trenton's permanent and 
most prominent features. It w!ll be 
worth looking ror ea:h day, because 
It w!ll have something tor everybody 
on all occaalons. THE TRENTON 
TIMES Is a cheerful, confident. com­
fortable newspaper, and It proposes 
to spread good cheer, honest coml­
dence and real comfort all around." 

The advent or this extrnordlnnry 
youngster In the field or Trenton 
journalism, nat11rally brought forth 
,ome bantering remarks from the ven­
erable Gazette, which had had Its 
pride piqued by the Times' editorial 
shots at Its older contemporaries. 

"Our aglle young contemporary, The 
Trenton Times, -.t>ems to be as pleased 
with Itself as a pullet with Its first 
egg, B young mot.her with her first 
baby, or the small boy with a new 
whistle. It cackles, and coos and 
blows Its own trumpet, with an un­
conscious egctlsm and Innocent de­
light that excites the whole com­
munity with a crone! smlle." 

Such editorial sarcasm, common In 
the earlier days or journalism, had 
no ell'ect In ,wervlng the "pullet" 
from Its high purpose, and It ls a 
strange and happy turn or fate that 
the Gazette was a companion tr the 
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Times on Its ~.ltleth anniversary. 
When the Tlm~s confidently an• 
nounced In Its lirst Issue of 1882, 
that It had "come to stay" It ap• 
p11rontly knew what It was talltlng 
about. 

An Interesting mcldent In connec­
tion with beginning of The Trenton 
Times Is the appe11rance or a rival 
paper on the streets or the city three 
clays prior to the first !s.,ue of Mott's 
publ!catlon. Th[s jonmal called Itself 
The Evening Times, 11nd lasted only 
a few numbers. It was printed at the 
Emporium office by the Democratlt 
Publication Association. The ex­
planation ror the appearance of this 
paper Is that when negotiations for 
the purch11se or the Emporium plant 
by the prc,spectl ve owners of the 
Times failed, the Emporium decided 
to anticipate the Times with an 
afternoon sheet :,f Its own. 

When the Timas was born Trenton 
still had much or the atmosphere or 
a small town. The •arge swinging signs, 
the sheds that extended over the side­
walks to th~ curb, the red-shirted 
firemen, the police force with high 
helmets were familiar sights. The 
city was small In size. Wilbur and 
the Boroughs or Chambersburg and 
Mlllham were yet to ne annexed. The 
old City Hall, northeast corner or 
Greene an<i State Streets, was the 
centre of town life. It was the mu­
nicipal office building, the meetlnst 
place or Common Council and police 
headquarters as well, and the "co:>:er" 
WllS one or Its adjuncts. 

Taylor Opera House, known as T11y­
lor H11ll, was the leading place ror 
theatricals, It was not uncomnv,n, 
however, for this place to be dark two 
or three nights a week. Saturday 
night. when the people !ram the 
countryside came to shop In gigs and 
fall-tops, was the big night In the 
markets, the stores, the saloons. the 
Opera House and the town In general. 

The Times hM witnessed m11ny 
ch11nge• In Trenton. It h11s seen the 
coming of greater Industry at the 
tum or the century, the beginning of 
public squares en<! parks, the lnstal· 
latlon of a modern sewerage nnd 
drainage system, the first electric 
street lights, the great growth or the 
telephone system, the advent or the 
electric trolley car, and many other 
Improvements and changes. 

Mr. Mott was ably fitted for the 
task 11henc1 of b1m. A graduate or 
Princeton Unlyerslty In the class al 
1877, he had joined ·the Phlladelphh 
Times, which was then In the hnnr!• 
of Colonel McClure, In assuming 
the edltorlshlp of the Times, the 



rounder had the d'1altlonal ndvantage 
or dnBJ1clal backing or persons In• 
terested In New Jersey polltlcs .. Ainong 

. those who lent their support to the 
young enterprise were such men as 
Henry Stalford Little, then a Demo­
cratic political pcwer, Judge Garrett 
D. W. Vroom, Judge Edwart T. Green 
and Mayor Frank A. Magowan. It 
was natural, thererare, that tbe news­
paper abollld con:en1 Itself to a large 
extent with the local and State po­
litical scene. 

In other ways the newspaper ae­
veloped an Individuality which de­
lighted Its re11ders It used pictures 
and featured such things as Inter­
vleWI! with civic and poUtlcal flgur:s 
of the city, county and State. Its 
columns also were brightened by rre­
quent sketches made by Edward s. 
Ellla, popuJar then as a writer 01 
boys' boob. histories and other works 

In spite or the no,·clty or Its fea­
tures and the energy with which the 
paper was edited, advertisers were not 
so readily attracted as readers •hd 
expenses were hebvy. The result or 
this was that Mr. Mott. some\\·nat 
disheartened, decided to withdraw 
rrom tbe venture. ana on Ma) 12. 
1885, tbe Times reu Into the hand• 
of Its original printer, Edwin Fltz­
gearge. In the days that r,uowed. 
Its career was raced with uncertainty. 
and It went from owner to owner. 
and tram one loc~tlon to nnother. 
It moved from the southwest corner 
of Broad and State Streets. to No 7 
south warren .:'!treet, and from No­
vember 11, 1884, until May 12 or the 
rollowlng year It shared printing or­
nces at the South Warren Street ad­
dress with tbe Sunday Advertiser 
FOr a abort time again It removed to 
Its original abode at Fltzgeorge"s cor­
ner, only to tllke up offices late, 1n 
quarters over •bl' aid Washington 
Market, southwest comer or Broad 
Bild Front Streets. 

It continued to oe a Journal with­
out a permanent name, for It was oat 
long before It closed up Its editorial 
desks at the \Vaahlngton Market 
headquarters and removed to the ror-. 
mer Shreve Building, on East Stllte 
Street, where tbe i,resent Stacy Thea­
tre now stands, · 

Its ownerablp appears to have been 
quite aa unsettled as Its place or 
bU•lness. There was A. V. D. Honey­
man, of Somerville, who took It over 
for a while and subsequently a school 
principal named Walhradt, from 
Burlington County. who acquired an 
In tereat. An elfort to put tbe paper 
on a paying baals waa later made by 
Charles w. Smith, or Pluahlng, Lon:; 

l!!land. tJut wlthCJut success. and a 
recelversblp eventually resulted. 

Thia receivership proved to be a 
fortunate circumstance. for at the 
r::cctver's sule tbe paper wa1 pur­
cbased by Edmund C. Hill, wbo main­
tained ownership tor about three 
;-eura. M~. Hill '"-'" Interested In civic 
development. and lea tured local news 
to a considerable r.eirree-a policy tbat 
helped circulation. J. B. Shale and 

SENATOR A. CROZER REEVES 
For more than 30 years presi­

dent of the Trenton Times 
Company. 
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William O. Sproull. later Governor 
of .Pennsylvania, oecame Interested In 
the paper. 

In May, 1901, a new organization 
tool< control, headed by A. Crozer 
Reeves, as president: the Rev. A. w. 
Wishart, VICP. pre•ldent, and OWen 
Moon, Jr.. ,ecretary and treasurer. 
Dr. Wishart was editor. Walter H. 
Savory, who had once been manag-



Ing editor of the rrue American. waa 
also connected Rlth thP new concern. 
Sena tor Reeves bas remained aa 
prealdent ot t:ie company ever since, 
n period ot 31 year,. 

A reorganization or the Times Com­
Plny occurred Fehrua:y 1, 1903, when 
Ot'. Wishart and '4r. ba very wl th drew. 
Then there appeared a new person­
ality In the managing force which waa 
eventually to exert the most Import­
ant Influence upon the newspaper In 
all ot Its lltty ve,u-a ot history. This 
waa James Kerne) whc, had attracted 
•1ttent!on by his reportorial e.blllty on 
the Times and previously on the True 
American. With 1\4r Kerney•• Interest 
In tbe paper, the publication soon de­
veloped along progressive Unes and 
realized many ot those hlgn ambitions 
which had been set down by the 
founder of the Times In 1882 Keenly 
Interested In civic advancement and 
community welfare. Mr. Kerney as­
serted an editorial progressivism that 
waa the more effective because It had 
the added Ingredients ot a ready wit 
ancl an unfailing optimism. 

Judge Kerney. who tode.y Is editor 
and publisher of ,be Times News­
papers, Is a native Trentonlan, born 
here In 1873. lils early years, like 
those ot many another successful 
leader In the field ut Journalism, were 
not esay and difficulties 11,Jd to be 
overcome by such virtues aa hard 
work and perseverance. The future 
editor ot the Times aa a young man 
had laid the touuJatlon tor his news­
paper training In the public evening 
school• ot the city where he special­
ized In stenography. Possessed ot a 
natural aptitude tor newspaper work 
as well as an urge for selt-expresalon. 
he naturally drifted Into Journalism. 
It we.a as a young reporter on the 
True American and the Times that he 
round his calling. Daveloplng Into a 
political writer as well as fluent cor­
respondent tor out-of-town paper,, 
he later earned tor hlmnelt a place ot 
responsibility on the Times. becom­
ing Its editor In February. 1903. 

During the World War, Mr. Kerney 
was appointed by Presld~nt Woodrow 
Wilson as Director ot American In­
formation, a post v.hlch required his 
presence ln Ftancr. for about a year. 

As an author, Judge Kerney gained 
considerable distinction by his book, 
"The Political Education ot Woodrow 
Wilson," puhllsbed by the Century 
Company In the Spring ot 1926. 

Soon after the Plectlon or Herbert 
Hoover to the preslaency. he ap­
pointed Judge Kernel' a member or 
the comml8'llon to m'1ke a survey or 
conditions In tlnlr.l. Mr Kerney ls 
a special Judge of the New Jersey 

Court ot Errors ,nd Appeals. having 
b•en appointed rt, that position by 
Governor Morgan f· Larson. 

In all the years Judge Kerney nas 
been editor ot the 'l'?'eni..;n •t·imes, he 
has nnd associated with him, as he 
himself remarked 01 the occasion or 
the Times' llttleth anniversary Octo­
ber 12, !A.lth!Ul and able companions 
In all departmen t.s. 

In 1908 the "nmes purchased a 
-building of Its-own on south Stock­
ton Street, Here many Improve­
ments were made, the le.test me­
cha.n.lcal equipment was Installed. 
and many new l!epartments were 
adcled to meet the •tandards or m:d­
ern newspape:- publishing and ln 
ever-lncreulng circulation. With the 
purchase of the !!unday Advertiser In 
1912, and the State Gazette In 1928, 
the Times Building became the home 
ot three publlcatlons, known as the 
Trenton Times newspapers. 
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In the lltty years ot Its -oxlstence 
the Times has e.dvocated m,1ny Im­
provements and conducted many 
campaigns for civic betterment. 

Late In 1910 when Harry O. Stcd­
dard, ot the Trenton Chamber -ot 
Commerce, began the movement tor 
the commission form or government 
tor Trenton, Mr. Kerney visited a 
number of western cities where the 
system was In successtul operitlon. 
Frank Thompson, Times reporter, and 
one ot Trenton's outstanding news­
papermen, was ~lven the asalgnment 
ot enllghtenlng the citizens about the 
new plan of government, which he did 
In a aeries or splendid articles. 

Allan B. Wal.sh, then a member ot 
the House of Assembly, sponsored· the 
Walsh bill, which made It possible !or 
Trenton to change Its form or gov­
ernment. Finally after considerable 
opposition, the bill was pasaed and 
enacted Into law. A campaign was 
then conducted by the Times, leading 
to a special election on June 20. 1911, 
and rest•ltlng In a victory for the 
commlBBlon plan. Tbe campaign con­
ducted the year previously by the 
Times tor better railway service had 
much to do In making this victory 
possible. 

The movement tor a park develop­
ment along the Delaware River In the 
rear ot the State House and up that 
stream to Brookville, was advocared 
by the True American as early as 
1874. It was 111ven Impetus when 
Edmund C. Hill evolved a compre­
hensive plan tor transforming· the 
land Into a park and ramble. This 
was published In th~ Times October 
18, 1884. 

Early In the n•w century the Times 
began n lengthy campaign for public 



ownership or the property. At n sug­
gestion made by tbe paper, Francts 
B. Lee was enllsted In tbe mavemen t 
nnd through the suggestion or Mr. 
Hill, General Wilbur S. Sadler. The 
latter two, with the Trenton Times 
steadily advocating the Improvement.. 
Interested Woodrow Wilson, then 
oovemor or the State, and the land 
eventually became publlc property. 

The Times launched a campaign 
ror better railroad rac1lltles In Octo­
ber, 1928. This ,ras undertaken arter 
5everal unsuccessful efforts bad been 
made by tbe City Cammls!rlan and the 
Chamber or Commerce ta get action 
rrom the Pennsylvania Railroad. In 
March, 1923. the company announced 
It w:iuld make some minor changes 
at Cllntan Street Station. But this 
cild not a,ppea....., the citizens nor tbc 
Times and tbe •campaign was con­
tinued until May, when the rallraad 
company promised ta make extensive 
Improvements In Trenton. This re• 
suited In a rebulldlng or the Clinton 
Street Station. Since then the com­
pany has erected a fine new Creight 
station along Olden Avenue and made 
other Improvements as well. 

Other outstanding campaigns con• 
ducted by the Times were rar Cree 
bridges across the Delaware and rar 
the betterment ~r the public schools. 

In 1919 the Times Instituted an 
annual scholarship rund rar the pur­
pose or assisting worthy students of 
the High School ta continue their 
education In Institutions of higher 
learning, That first year, college 
scholarships were awarded ta three 
students who had been selected by 
the !acuity for their outstanding 
records In scholal'!!hlp and leadership. 
In 1927 there were two winners !or 
third place and the .. ward was divided 
between them. Since the rund was 
Instituted 43 awards have been given. 

Another movement sponsored by 
the Times was the annual presenta­
tion or a. cl vlc cup to the cl tlzen 
wbo had rendered outstanding and 
unselftsh service ta the community 
or ta society as a whole. ThlB beau­
tiful trophy bears the city seal, sur­
rounded by the words: "Prapter 

· Ampllsslma In Urbem Merlta" ("Be­
cause of Conspicuous Service !or the 
City"). Since the Inauguration In 
1922 of the custom or recognizing 
civic service In thlB manner, cups 
have been awarded ta eight outstand­
ing cl ttzens. 

The recipients ot the cups, the year 
and basis or award were: 

Andrew J. Berrian, 1922, far out• 
standing leadet'Shlp In philanthropic 
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enterprises and In proJecu !or social 
betterment. 

Mayor Frederick W. Donnelly, 1923, 
for untiring servii:es for the advance­
ment or Trenton, hu. work In getting 
a legislative appropriation !or tbe 
New Jersey Ship Canal and his gen­
eral devotion to the good or the city 

Mrs. Edward W. Dunham, 1924. rar 
her outstancl1ng service on behalf or 
women of Trenton In her capacity or 
president of the Young women's 
C'hr!Btlan Association, her activity In 
securing the 11ew Y. w. C. A. Build­
ing, with Its complete equipment !or 
carrying on work or the a.ssocla tlon 
and her untiring efforts !or tbe de­
velopment of this civic lnstltutlo11. 

Ferdinand w. !!.oebllng, Jr~ 1925, 
!or his admirable and successful lead• 
ershlp or the campaign for St. Francis 
Hospital which :,ermltted the expan• 
.ion or the work or the hospital. , 

John A. Campbell, 1926, !or unend­
ing service on the boards at sucb edu­
catlo11al and civic ~rganlzatlons as the 
Board of Education, Trenton Free 
Publlc Library, Schaal of Industrial 
Arts, 3tate Tenement House Com­
mission. Free Bridge Commission, !or 
work on boards and committees of 
nil kinds during the World War, ror 
his chairmanship or the War Me­
morial Committee and his constant 
loyal work on church and school re­
lief organizations 

Gill Rabb Wilson, 1927, tor hlB un­
selftsb participation In every cam• 
palgn tar the betterment and ad­
vancement of Trenton, !or his aid to 
every good cause regardless at race 
or creed and his splendld example 
of high citizenship together with hlB 
devotion to his rr.rmer comrades In 
arms during tbe World War. 

Joseph G Buch, 1928, !or his not­
able service an behalf or crippled 
children and adults In Trenton and 
New Jersey, which culminated In the 
cstabJIBhment or the Betty Bacharach 
Home tar Crippled Chlldren In At­
lantic City, establlshment of State­
wide clinics !or cripples, In the pass­
age of b1lls :reatlng a State-wide 
commission ta oducate and rehablll­
tate cripples, and also !or hlB work 
on that comm!ss1on. 

Colonel Edward c. Rose, 1929, tor 
his leadership In every worth-whl!e 
civic movement, l'IIB part 111 bringing 
about the succe,es!ul celebration or 
the 250th nnnlver.ary or the round­
Ing of Trenton, tor his work 011 tile 
War Memorial Comm1Bslo11, his efforts 
to advance Trenton Industrially and 
commercially and his zeal In working 
In phllanthroplc and civic projects, 
and also because or the Inspiring ex-



ample of his career to young people 
of the city. 

No civic cup a.ward has been ma.de . 
since 1929. In 1Y30 It was deemed 
advlsa.ble to uae the money uaua.lly 
spent for the cup a.nd ceremonies to 
gl ve relief to vlctlma of the economic 
depreaalon a.nd tba.t policy waa con­
tinued laat year. 

The Times ha.a been a. generous 
donor to ma.ny drives conducted for 
hosplta.la, social, civic and charitable 
Institutions. 
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The Tn!nton Children's R>unda.tlon. 
the Free Ice Fund a.nd the Poor Kid­
dies' Chrlstmss Pund were Instituted 
by the Times. 

Under the Inspiring 1ca.dersblp or 
Judge Kerney, the Trenton Evening 
Times ha.a a.chleved many or J4r. 
Mott's a.mbltlona and hes helped to 
"better humanity and advance the 
Interests or Trenton 1n a commercla.l, 
!Jldustrlal and_ literary way" for be­
yond the dreazna or the paper's 11rs~ 
editor. · 



CHAPTER XVI 

Sunday Times-Advertiser. 

Andrew M. Clarke, who had been 
city editor or the State Gazette. and 
William lt. Devereux, a bright. clever 
printer and p&ragrapber. made their 
debut LS ownera and publlshera with 
Trenton's !Ir.at sucee58ful · Sunday 
Journal. That wa.s the Trenton Sun­
day Advertaer, whoee Initial number 
appeared Sunda.y, JaJlWU'y 7. 1883. 
It wu a small rour-pa.ge paper. 
printed In the Wllll&m S. Sharp 
printing omce, West State Street. 
The advent or the paper wu recorded 
by the True Amerlc.-n, whose editor 
extended the rollowlng greeting ,,r 
welcome: · 

••A New Newapaper-Yesterday the 
ftNt number or the 11rst Sunday 
paper ever publlahed In this cl ty 
made Its appee.ranee. It Is a neatly 
gotten up four-page paper of twenty 
columns, and Is called the Trenton 
Sunday Advertiser. . . . We bid It 
welcome and wlah It succeas:• 

Meaars Clarke and Devereux oet 
!ortb the aim of their paper &nd 
the llelds It would cover In an edi­
torial 1n the 11rat edition. They aald: 

"Wltb the. llrat Sunday of the New 
Year the undersigned pr-nt to the 
readera of Trenton and neJghborlug 
t<>wna. the Initial number or the 
Trenton Sunday Advertiser. It will 
be Independent but not neutral, and 
will strive to malce ltael! a w~lcome 
Vl5ltor In every family circle It wlll 
1,e In no aenae aenaatlonar. It alms 
to be the organ of the people, pay­
Ing particular attention to trade or­
ganization and society matters. and 
the Jate9t local and general news 
It has no mutera to aerve, no 
grudges to pa.y otr, and can atrord • 
to be !&Ir In lte utterances. The 
local Sunday newapaper lleld having 
been entirely neglected, the Trenton 
Sunday Advertiser has been gener­
ously ~lcomed In advance by all 
cluses of our citizens, and none 
more heartily than the aubatantlal 
bualneaa men, u wlll be aeen by 
reference to our advertising 
columns." 

Lite 10 many Journallata of former 
years, Mr. Devereux, a native Tren­
tonlan, began bis career In a print­
Ing office, learning the trade. After­
ward he WLS a reporter and legla­
latlVe correspondent, and became a 
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familiar llgure at the State Hou,;e 
over a long term of years. Mr. Dev­
ereux wu active In Democratic po,1-
tlca and acquired a reputation LS a 
witty writer and ape&lcer, At the 
time of h.la dea.th, he wa.s a membor 
or the State Civil Service Board. 

With a. group of other reporters, 
be founded The Spray In Asbury 
Part, and publlshed the aheet dur­
ing the Summer aeaaona ror a rew 
yeare. 

Mr. Clarke, originally a printer an:1 
a G. A. R. veteran, ca.me to Trenton 
from Newark. where be wu well 
known u a reporter. In after year~ 
be wu ldentllled with newspapers In 
Butralo, 

Shortly arter the paper wao 
launched, the aecond 1100r or the DI;>• 
polt BUIiding, South Broad Street, 
waa rented by the publl.ahera r:,r th~ 
editorial office and tr,,eoettlng de­
partment. On May r. the partner­
ahlp of Clarke and Devereux was dl5· 
aolvecl by mutual con.sent. Mr. 
Clarke purcuaaed Devereux'a lntere•t 
In tile firm and continued the pub­
lication of the paper. 

The llmle or June ·3, 1883, appear"'1 
In larger rorm In a new type. thu 
being Uie third enlargement or the 
paper llnce It waa rounded Tb• 
publisher announced tbat bis circu­
lation wu more than 2,500 copies. 

The Chrlstmtll lslue, December 23, 
1883, appeared wltl1 a wpplement 
containing "Jack'• Pension," a Yule­
tide story especially written !or the 
paper by Edward S. Elllll. aut11or or 
Juvenile atorlea and blatorle5. 

In the number or F'ebruary 17. 
1884. the editor announced that 
"with this 1saue we begin the publi­
cation or ruu telegraphic news up 
to the . hour or gofng to preas. ar­
rangementa for the aame having been 
made with the American Pt-ea• and 
United Preas A&SOClatlona." 

Toward the middle or the IBBo·a. 
when the ltnlghta or Labor was a 
llourlablng organization, the Sunday 
Advertlller was a semi-official organ 
of that body, The p&per at tbl• 
time bad lta editorial office and lh 
own printing plant at 7 South Wllr• 
ren Street. 

From time to time announcements 
were made that a dally piLper would 



be issued In conn:etkln with the 
weekly and on Wednesday, September 
10, 1118', the ftrst number of the 
Trenton Dally Advertiser made Its ap­
pearance. The dally, llll:e the weekly. 
was aympathetlc toward labor and 
contained numerous Items and bits 
of newa In defense of that cauae. 
However, It did not prove to be a 
prolltable venture and, with the 
laaue of october 9, It auapended pub­
lication, the editor and publisher 
stating that "tram the llrat It has 
been a loalng lnveatment and, OB 1t 
gives no assurance of Immediate suc­
ceaa, we suspen4 Its publication to 
be resumed at aome future time 
when the conditions are more pro­
pltlou,;. Short-lived though It has 
been, •It has lllled fully the measure 
demanded of It, but With the average 
reader lilied with political enthusiasm 
and fancies there was no room for 
a truly lnd~pendellt paper." 

Thomas P. Pltzgerald, Charles H. 
Levy and John J. Cleary, trading 
under the name of the Advertiser 
Puhllshlng Cotu~Y, purchased the 
Sunday Advertiser In February, 1888. 
The new ownera enlarged the paper 
and Improved It trom time to time. 
In keeping with mDdern atanda,·da. 
It became an established Journal, 
rea.chlng ahortly a circulation of 
about 16,000. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Levy and Mr. 
Cleary were a well-kn<. _,,n trio 1n 
'l'renton'a newapaper world. Mr. 
Pltzgerald came to 'l'renton In the 
seventies as special representative of 
the New York Herald and served 
that paper here for many yea.rs, 
apectallzlng In polltlce.l news. Aside 
from hla asaoclatlon with the Sunday 
Advertiser, Mr. Fitzgerald WIil always 
be remembered as the puhllaher for 
a good many years of the city direc­
tories and the leglal&tl ve manual& 
Early coplea of· the manual · are eag­
erly eought by collectors of New 
Jeraeyana. Bealdes being buslneaa 
manager of the Sunday Advertiser, 
he covered St&te politics for the 
p&per. 

Mr. Levy, & native of New York 
City, was asaocl&ted with eeveral 
metropolitan dallies before coming to 
Trenton. For years he was correa­
.pondent of the New York Sun and 
Jater be was city editor of the State 
Ouette. Both Mr. Levy and Mr. 
Fitzgerald have died. 

The aurvlvlng member of the tno, 
Mr. Cleary, was bom In Trenton 
:May 24, 1859. He received his early 
education In St. John'• pariah acboola 
and at St. Ch&rlea College, Md. Sub­
eequently he entered Seton Hall Col-
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lege, South Orange, becoming a mem­
ber of the class of '79. 

Mr. Cle&ry'a newapaper experience 
haa been Varied, He was leglalatlve 
correapondent for out-of-town pa­
pers, reporter on the Times and city 
editor of the True American before 
becoming part owner of the sundny 
AdvertLBer. Since the consolidation 

JOHN J. CLEARY 
One of the earl11 owners of 

the Sunda.11 Advertiser, veteran 
Trenton newspaper man and a 
member of the editorial stag of 
the Times Newspapers. 

of the Advertiser with the Trenton 
Times, Mr. Cleary baa continued a.s 
a member of the Tlmea Newspapers' 
editorial at&lf. 

During bis long career as a newa­
paper man, M\', Cleary has had many 
civic Interests. He was a member 
of the ftrat Board or Park COmmls· 
stoners and of Trenton"s first Library 



Bo&rd. The latter po,sltlon he at!ll 
holda. 

Seton Hall COllege honored ,ta 
alumnu, June 12, 1929, when It con­
re,red upon him the honorary degree 
or D<>ctor or La.ws. 

The Sunday Advertiser having 
proved Itself a succ=rul Journal, 
tbe new owners purchased rrom con­
cordla Lodge. No. 4, L O. o. F., a large 
three-story brick building at 33 We•t 
State Street. known as Concordia 
Hall. Alter some alterations were 
made, th!B became the new home or 
the Advertiser. 

Thomas F. Waldron, then editor or 
the Olaas and Crockery Journal .,r 
New York, 1n 1907 purchMed a one­
rourth lntereat In the Advert,...er He 
resigned h!B New York editorship 
and became city editor or the Ad­
vertiser stalf. 

Mr. WaldrOn le!t St. John'• S:hool, 
this city at the age or twelve to be­
come omce boy ror the Sunday Ad­
vertiser. In 1902, while a repor•er 
tor the p;>per, he resigned to become 
ldentU!ed with the erockery &: Olaas 
Journal 1n New York. Five years 
later. he returned to Trenton a., a 
partner or his former employers. 
When the Advertiser was absorbed bY 
the Times In 1912. he became a 
member or the Times concern. For 
several years. he wq managing edi­
tor or the Sunday Issue and then 
traruirerred 111a acUvlty to the datly 
edition. o! "'hlch he has alnce been 
managing editor. 

Alter the Tln13s had purchased the 
Sunday Advertiser, In December, 1912, 
I ts name -aa changed to the Sunday 
Tlmea-Advertlser. 

Harry A, Donnelly, late brother or 
Mayor Donnelly, at varloua times was 
employed on the True American, the 
St•te Gazette, the Tlnlea and the 
Sunday Advertiser. He "'aa known tor 
years as "Tlle Man with the Pipe," 
the title or a series of Interesting 
sketches of thing• he saw and heard 
In his rambles around the town. These 
appeared In the Sunday Tlmea­
Advertlser. 

Mr. Donnelly was an attractive 
writer. · He was connected for some 
years with trade and theatrical pub­
lications 1n New York, as well as the 
widely known ROclety paper "Town 
Topics." He also once publ!Bhed a 
weekly In Trenton, called "Town 
Topics." 

Among the short-lived publications 
In the Sunday field In Trenton were 
Tl!e· Sunday Expresa, edited by Scott 
Snyder, and published by Cresae and 
Smith; Tlle Sunday News, brought 
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from Newar!< by T.bomas N. Barr; the 
Sunday Presa, wim a dally 188ue, and 
Trenton Sunday Courier, published 
by John Brlest, ot the Emporium. 

The Sunday Expresa waa a rival or 
the Sunday Advertlaer during the 
time It waa pub!IBhed by Clarke. 
When the AdverUser was taken over 

THOMAS F. WALDRON 

Co-owner of the Sunday 
Advertiser wlw in 1912 became 
a member of the Times concern 
and ts now managing editor of 
the Trenton Times. 

by Mesars. Fitzgerald, Levy and 
Cleary they purchased the competitor 
tor e100 and suspended Its publica­
tion. 

William H. Koons, Harry c. Valen­
tine, Capt. John Matheson, w. I!:. 
Pedrick, Lafayette s. Hooper and- John 
P, Dullard were ldentl1led wltll tile 
cooperative enterprise that sponsored 
the afternoon and Sunday Press. · 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Special Interest and Community Papers. 

In the 11.eld ul limited or specla.1 
Journalism, newspapers devoted to · 
same special Interest or community. 
excluding foreign language publica­
tions Trenton 1'as had a small rep­
resentation. 

outstanding among these was The 
American Potters' Journal, founded 
by John D. McCormick, potter-printer. 
In 1888. Devoted entirely to the In­
terests ot the potter, It had a circu­
lation In every pottery town In the 
United States. Mccormick served his 
apprenticeship to the printing trade 
In the State Gazette office. In later 
years he became a presser at the 
old Glasgow Pottery. and tor a tew 
years he was employed at the John 
Moses plant. He was one or the or­
ganizers or TYpographlcal Onion, No. 
71. and a charter inember ot the local 
Knights or Labor. 

The American Putters' Journal was 
subsequently taken over by Reuben 
Forker, a local printer, as the Trades 
Onion Advocate, about 1900. 

In the 1870's, the Mercer County 
News, a paper largely concerned with 
matters In the Borough or Chambers­
burg, was started oy John W. Moody. 
His brother, Elliott o. Moody, was 
associated with him In the enterprise. 
The office ot the publication was the 
Borough Hall, now Seoond Precinct 
Police Station. .Uter the death ot 
the rounder, the paper was continued 
by his brother. The News was 
launched as a weekly. For a time 
It was Issued semi-weekly. On Mon­
aov. December 9, 1878, It also made 
a venture In the dally II.old. 

The Merner County News, Inter 
called The Chambersburg News, and 
then the Evening News, for a abort 
time Issued a Sunday edl tlon called 
The Sunday Mercury. 

The Anglo-American, a weekly 
Chambersburg Journal, was rounded 
by WIiiiam H. Beable, July 10, 1886. 
Concerning the Initial Issue the State 
Gazette on July 19, had the follow­
Ing to say: 

"The llrst number of the Anglo­
American, a. weekly newspaper pub­
lished In Chambersburg, has ap­
reared. It Is devoted to the Interests 
or English-born people and contains 

a Jarge amount or Interesting reading 
matter." 

Its rounder ha.d come to Trenton 
four yea.rs prevloualy, when Just 22 
years old. He round employment 1n 
the office ot Wlllet's pottery and Inter 
tra.veled tor Alpaugh & Magowan. 
Satisfied by having aeen the country, 
he settled down as ea.stem represent­
ative or the Pottery and Glassware 
Reporter Of Pittsburgh and shortly 
after began to write tor the Trenton 
l1mes, then owned and published by 
Edwin Fltzgeorge. When the latter 
started the Chambersburg Press, 
Beable wa.s a. reporter for him. Leav­
ing the Press, he rounded the Anglo­
American which became so successful 
and so tar surpassed the Press that 
Fltzgeorge suggested they be merge,t. 
This was done and Bea1>1e wa.s in a.c­
tlve editorial control. He eventua.lly 
withdrew trom local newspaper con­
nections and resumed his reportorial 
duties with the national pottery 
Journal. 
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The WIibur Herald and Ha.mllton 
Square News wa.s published for abaut 
I! ve years by Andrew Irshay. During 
the first tour years the pa,i,er wns 
largely devoted to matters about the 
Wilbur section of the city. Occas­
ionally historical articles and remi­
niscences or the old Borough or WIi­
bur and localltles In Hamilton Town­
ship were published ss special fea­
tures. The paper had a 11.ghtlng 
spirit and once conducted a cam­
paign against the local trolley com­
pany. Later the name of the Journal 
wa.s changed to The WIibur Herald 
and Hamilton Township News. Sub­
sequently the omce ot the publica­
tion was removed Into the township 
and the paper again changed Its name 
to Hsmllton Township News. It was 
rounded by a local printer In 1925. 

About twenty years ago two So­
cialist newspapers, The Searchlight, 
and The Mercer County News. were 
published In Trenton. Neither sur­
vived very long. 

The New Jersey Catholic Journ,J, 
devoted to matters ot a Catholic In­
terest, wa.s founded December 3, 1886. 
At dllferent times C. B. COZj'.ens, John 
B. Dullard, Thomas Keating, D. J. 
Wallace and the Rlgh t Rev. Thad-



deus Ropn were ldentU!ed with Jt. 
John A. LOgue was once manager. 
Re waa succeeded by Thomas E. 
Xeatlng. The paper was published 
every Saturday. 

About 1881, The Jersey Blue, a 
Journal devoted to the National 
Guard and G. A. R. of New Jersey 
was pub!Jshed every S&tur<lay at ·8 
North Warren Street. COionei Danlel 
Loder was the editor. 

In lBBB-89 a weekly devoted to the 
!nteresta of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellowa was publlahed at 169 
cooper street. 

In the early 1890's The Sunday 
Press made Its appearance with Harry 
C. Valentine as the editor. 'l'hJs paper 
also made a venture In the afternoon 
l!eld with Mr. Valentine and William 
R. Xoons as the editors. 

The capital City News, a weekly. 
was publlshed In 1892. J, D. Gray 
was the editor and publtsher with 
office at 120 North Broad Street. 

In 1896 The :Mercer Review waa 
pub!Jshed at the southwest corner of 
Broad and Front Streets, and The 
Merchant's Advocate was published at 
120 North BrOad by Creaie &: Roberta. 

In 1898 John Brleat was publlahlng 

The Trenton Courier, a weekly, at 22, 
North Warren Street. 

In 1900 or In the following year 
The Trenton Sunday Herald waa 
LsaUed from 169-171 Cooper Street by 
the Herald Pub!Jshtng co. 

Early In 1928, the Trenton Courter 
waa Issued !rom an office on Clinton 
Avenue. near the corner of Hamilton 
Avenue. Thia began aa a weekll" and 
waa later publlahed semi-weekly, 
Rudolph J. Bliler, formerly compositor 
with the Times, waa managing editor 
and publlaher. 

A number of years &£0 a weekly 
J>].per, entitled Trenton Reco:d, was 
published by Daniel w. Morrlaon. 

Organlzed labor In Mercer County 
has !ta official newspaper, The Labor 
New.s, a weekly publication. The In­
itial lasue appeared October 29, 1931. 
The paper la owned by Chester M. 
Wright. June Wrlgbt and Oliver E. 
Carruth, all of Washington, D. C. 
Mrs. Marlon C. MacRobert, ct this 
city, Is the managing editor. 

The latest venture In the local 
newspaper field la Trenton Lite, a 
weekly which beiµn September 2, 
1032 It la published by Trenton ldfe, 
Inc~ with editorial office, second l!oor, 
123 East Hanover Street. Graeme J. 
Melael Is editor and Victor J, Bum­
brecht, Jr., managing editor. 



CHAPI'ERXVlII 

Foreign Language Newspapers. 

Ill any history or Trenton journal· 
lan:l, mention muai be made of foreign 
Janguage newspapers, although 
strtctly speaking, they do not fall Into 
the category or American Journalism. 
Nevertheless. they nave bad their In• 
11uence upon the oon-Engllab speall· 
Ing groups that have settled In 
Trenton. 

In this particular lleld, Trenton 
can claim. one or the oldest newspa• 
pers In the State. Thia la The New 
Jersey Staate Journal," founded In 
1867. Par many yee.ni lt waa owned. 
edited and pubJJahed by Colonel 
Ernest C Stahl, who gained conald· 
erable fame as a speaker and writer. 
Wllllam Zenzer, who wa, a printer 
on the Journal tor some years, pur• 
oha&ed It about 1910. He Is the pres• 
ent owner and editor. 

The Trenton Germania, a short­
Jived paper, maae Its .appearance April 
26, 1873. The Trenton Freie ze1tung 
waa published In the nineties. · Bene• 
diet Prleth was lta proprietor, and 
Charles Weldel was business manager. 

In 1896 the Trenton Deutsche Zelt­
ung (Trenton Germe.n Gazette) was 
rounded. Otto Brdlen was Its owner 
and editor. This paper was purchased 
In Its seventeenth year by William 
zenzer or the Sta.ate Jourm.l, who 
suspended Its publication. 

A recent short-lived venture was 
The Echo. The office of the publl09,­
tlon was on Cllntol) Avenue. 

The Yiddish press baa been repre­
aen ted In Trenton by two newspapers, 
The Trenton Jewish World and The 
Trenton Jewish Weekly. 

The World was rounded In 1909 or 
1910 by Alexa.nder Budaon, Henry 
Millner and Phlllp O. Firestein, with 
omce or publication at 212 North 
Broad Street. This paper was a. la• 
bor or love for Journalism rather 
tha.n a commercial venture. 

The Weekly was rounded In 1916 DY 
H. Waxler, with ,,mce or publication 
at 314 South Broad Street. It was 
published by the Trenton Jewish 
Weekly Publishing Company. The 
llrst number was laaued March 31, 
1916. The paper survived for about 
a yea.r, 

several Italian papers have been 
founded In Trent.on. Perhapa the llrat 
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of these was. La Sentinella, founded 
about 1903 by Felice Ronca, consular 
agent to Trenton ·from the Italian 
government. C. Sanelll, who was 
printer and general manager, was a 
partner In the enterprise. Another or 
the early papera was n SeCOlo XX. 
published by Armando Perilli, 

In 1910 L'ltalo Americana was 
launched. In the following y.,... the 
publlsbers Incorporated under the 
name of the L'Italo Americana Pnb• 
llablng Co. The members or the llrm 
were Michael Comlnl. Dr. Michaele 
Crlatlan1, Vincent A. Voaa and the 
Rev. Vincent SeraflDI. 

Later La Capltale, founded by Jo­
seph Matnlerc, merged 1111th the 
L'Jtalo Americana l!rm, and Mr. Mal• 
nlero waa ma.de edltor•ln•chlef of the 
two publications. When the llrm sus­
pended publication In 1929. Mr. Mal· 
nlero lmmedl.ately i.unohed. La. Nuova 
Capltale, which ta the leading Italian 
newspaper In Trenton today. 

Glornale Italiano la the latest ven­
ture. Amerigo o· Agostino la the 
editor and publisher. 

Trenton's oldeet Hungarian newspa• 
per la Fuggetlenoeg (Independence I, 
rounded by Alex. o. Z.ambOry. An· 
thony J. orocz, the present owner and 
editor, purchased It from the rounder 
In July I, 1920. An earlier paper, now 
defunct, was Koztarsasay (Republlc1. 
edited and published by Mr, Varady. 

Hetl s ... n1e, a. Hungarian po.per that 
features a depa.rtment In English, Is 
edited by Ferdinand Lutter. lt la 
prln ted at the Commercial Presa, 
South Broad Street. 

The Jersey Hlrado, Morrla Gerenday, 
editor and publisher, la printed at :n 
Hancock Street. 

The Croaa, omclal organ or the 
Roman and Greek Catholic Churches, 
la edited by the Rev. John Szabo, 
pa.ator of St. Stepnen'a Roman cath• 
ollc Church. 

Volcocne Przyaclel, a Pollah news­
paper. la edited and published by 
Albin Bielawski. 

Americanism la edited and ~ub• 
llabed by Rlcha.rd D' La Guardia. 

There la perhaps no more nttlng 
way to conclude the history or news• 
papel'!I In Trenton than to reprint 
whnt Judge J.1mes Kerney wrote of 



newspapers and their place 1n the life 
or Trenton 1n the History or Trenton: 

"The newspapers have . prospered 
with the community. They have been 
with the vanguard In progress; en­
couraging and helpful in the counsels 
or the makera ot:the city, the captains 
of industry and .unong the busy 
workers. They have made an honest 
elfort to light for What they con­
ceived to be the best; have battered 
public wronp Without malice and 
have accepted ::he return battering 
without losing their aeme or humor. 
Perhaps they have been overzea~• 
at times. There 14 no human per­
fection. The new:,pa.per stalfs have 
experienced much Joy as they ob­
served, from the watchtower, the city's 
amazing growth . 1n numbers and 
wealth as well as_ lu civic rlgbteous­
neu. 
_ "In the decade oetween 1918 and 

1928_. wide-awake Trenton raised by 
popular drives upward or es.000,000 
ror civic and humanitarian better­
ments. There hbS been no single 
public Denefactlon of great magni­
tude. Fine cooperation was developed 
In. all walks of life, It waa no un­
common thing to have five hundred 
cnthualastlc men and women, dill­
gently lab0r1ng 1n th- popul:ir 
drlvea, each ~rylng to outdo the other 
In sacrlllce and u nselllsh service for 
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the community. In the allotted 
space, It Is not possible to mention 
all by name, only the leaders can be 
singled out, 

"In presenting the 1926 rimes· 
CIVIC Cup to John A. Campbell, !or 
outstanding service, Governor Moore 
observed that one of the strlklng 
things about Trenton was the !act 
that thoee who proepered 1n the com­
munity continue to make their homes 
In· Trenton and share their. good 
things with their fellow citizens. For­
tunate the editor whose tcit bas been 

l!O pleasantly cast among tlii,,e happy, 
contented, God-tearing people. for 
'except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but In vain.• 

"Why predict _the ruture or Tren­
ton? Some sage naa somewhere said 
'htstory Is but the unrolled scroll of 
prophecy; If the city-.- that t.s to 
come. In the remainder o! the cen­
tury, keeps pace with the tolerance, 
courage and enterprt.se -of the ,past 
twenty-eight years. no forecast la 
needed. 

",\nd so we pass on-with the com­
forting realization that the Tl'.ei:iton 
o! Today t.s better than the Trenton 
of Yeaterday and the conlldent an­
ticipation that the Trenton ot _ To­
morrow will be netter than the Tren­
ton or TOday." 



For valuable aaristance in research tnto th.e history oJ journalism 

fn Trenton, Mr. Podmore ts indebted to man11 persom. He ts grateful 

Jor the cooperation of Mr. Howard L. Hughes, librarian of the 

Trenton Free Public Libra1'1f: members of the stall of the New 

Jersey State Lfbra1'1f, th.e New Jersey Historical Societ11 of Newark 

and the Monmouth Countv Historical {,octet11 of Freehold. He 

acknoWledges the courtesy of Mr. James D. Magee, publisher of The 

Bordentown Register, Jor the loan oJ a CoW of a rare local news­

paper; of Mr. John J. Cleaf'l/, oj the editorial stafJ of the Times­

Advertiser, for notes abOut newspapermen of a oener4tfon ago; of 

Mrs. Marlon MacRobert for Labor News notes; of William J. Harney, 

in furnishing material concerning several town sites and of Ale:i:ander 

Y. Burslem, for valuable Bltggestkms embodied in the work. 






