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This booklet is a reprint with corrections and additions of a
series of articles that appeared in the Trenton Evening Times. They
constitute a comprehensive history of journalism in Trentom, and
were written for the Times Newspapers by Elmag Lawson Johnston,
after exhaustive research by Harry J. Podmore, well known Trenton
historian. The series was published in observance of this anniversary
year of the Trenton State Gazette, the Trenton Evening Times and
the Sunday Times-Advertiser.

It is a fascinating story o} local newspapers and their makers,
o7 the political teuds that made thrilling copy during most of the
nineteenth century, oy colorful personalities who, as editors and re-
porters. served the more than 50 newspapers Trenton has had in a
century and a haly

Many ot these older newspapers are all but forgotten. Some 0}
them lived long enough to make a thin folio Others had a longer
ezistence and thetr yellowing i:aaca are a chronicle ot Trenton life
and the life oy the nation from the troubled days of the American
Revolution. O} all the haly hundred that have come into being, only
three survive—the Trenton State Gazetle, the most venerable, which
was 140 years old last September; the Times, rounding out its first
half century this year, and the Sunday Times-Advertiser that in
January will complete its fiftieth year. These today are combined
under one ownership as the Trenton Times Newspapers.






JUDGE JAMES KERNEY
Editor and publisher of Trenton Times Newspapers







CHAPTER I
New Jersey Gazette.

EWSPAPERS are contempo-

raneous history, written from

day to day. There may be,

as some say, nothing sao
dead as yesterday's newspaper, but
certalnly the papers of yesteryear
furnish illuminating and often amag-
ingly entertaining resding.

Within their columns men and
women of the long ago live again;
events, nl t and unpl nt, take
place once more. The life of the day
still exists,

Trenton‘s life story, from the time
it was just a little town at the Falls
of the Delaware until today when it
Is an |nfluential modern city, is re-
told for those who peruse the yellow-
ing pages of the anewspapers that have
come apnd gone in the past century
and a half. For newspaper history
in Trenton dates back to Isaac Col-
1ins’ neatly printed, four-page paper
that made its appearance in the vii-
lage streets March 4, 1778. It was the
New Jersey Gazette and forerunner
of a long line of more than 50 papers
that have come, had their day and
vanished. Of all that number only
three have survived—the Trenton
State Gazette, the Trenton Evening
Times and the Sunday Times-Ad-
vertiser, known today as the Trenton
Times Newspapers.

For these three surviving journals
this is an anniversary season. The
State Gazette was 140 years old Sep-
tember 12; on O:tober 12 the Times
reached its half-century mark, and on
January 7 next the Times-Advertiser
will complete its fiftieth year,

In recognition of these anniver-
saries. the Times Newspapers have
had prepared a comprehensive history
of journalism in Trenton. Exhaustive
research work into the past of that
half-hundred or more newspapers has
been done by Harry J. Podmore, well
known Trenton historian, and from
his data the present sccount has
been written.

A fascinating tale it 15, most of
it laid In the 19th century. when men
took their politics with an intensity
unknown today and when, to fur.
ther their party or favorite candidate,
they inveighed with deadly cruelty
against their opp ts. Vituperat!

and vilification were commonly in-
dulged In when men’'s passions were
inflamed with the heat of polittcal
campaigns. Editors paid one another
back in bitter terms. In fact, politics
and the feuds they engendered loom
large in any account of Trenton
Journalism.

Its pages are colored, too, by the
vivid personalities of picturesque edi-
tors. Trenton has peen fortunate
since newspaper-making began here,
in having as editors men lving In
the town., known to their fellow citl-
2zens and having at heart the inter-
ests of the community, despite -their
unbridled attacks upon their op-
ponents.

Among these have peen such men
as James Jefferson Wilson, an early
editor of the True American. Fear-
less, energetic, he wielded a powerful
pen for Jefl & D y. In
the spirit of his day, he waged & cam-
paign against the rival Pederalist,
that for brutality of expression seems
almost unbellevable in this more tem-
perate age.

Then there were the Shermans,
{ather and two sons aud at a later
time, assoclated also with the True
American, that gifted family, the
Naars, They were father, nephew and
son. Intense Democrats, their paper
was always an influential organ for
the party. During the Civil War days
Judge David Naar's Southern sym-
pathies brought down upon him and
his offending sheet the wrath of his
Unionist neighbors.

Among the editors who left a defi-
nite impress upon both local journal-
lsm and the city was John Lawrence
Murphy who, with lis partner, Charles

tel, was for some years owner
and publisher of the State Gazette.
The span of Mr. Murphy's life cov-
ered amazing development in the

paper pecially in the
mechanical side of. news gathering
and printing.

Kesping things lively in the fleld of
reporting a few gendrations ago were
Franklin 8. Mills and “Charlfe” Jay.
Mills had his fiing not only as re-
porter, but as editor and publisher,
gserving nearly a dozen of the papers
of his time. Jay, a prolific founder




of mewspapers, will best be remem-
bered for his unflagzing zest In news
gathering and for his recklessness in
starting newspaper controversies.

In more recent years there came
Lawrence 8. Mott. “Larry” to his in-
timates, who, founding what has be-
come the Trenton Times of today.
indelibly stamped that newspaper
with his personality. The jdeals of
service to the community and of fi-
delity 1n news .reporting that he set
for his paper were something of a
novelty for his age. Today they are
commonly accepted as the standards
of all reputable papers.

Each of the editors who has fol-
lowed in Mz. Mott's footsteps has car-
ried on his traditions. Gifted with
real vision, unfaltering courage and
ready wit and with a sympathetic
understanding of the folbles and
weaknesses of his fellow men, Judge
James Kerney, Dbresent owner and
publisher of the Times and its asso-
ciated papers, has reallzed more of
Mott's ambitions than the older edi-
tor would probably ever have be-
1ieved “possible.

Msny of the men who founded and
served these old newspa; are al-
most forgotten. Some of thelr papers
make a thin follo. Others had a
fuller span of life and their fllgs are
& little larger, Many are merely a
name, not a single edition surviving
in 19382,

Isaac Collins's little New Jersey
Gazette, Trenton’'s first newspaper.
made its appearance in the troubled
days of the Americen Revolution.
Trenton was.then the scene of a
deal of war activity. Continental
troops were [ g and repassing
through the streets, Brigadier Gen-
eral Count Casimir Pulaskl and his
troop of cavalrv nad headquarters in
the town. Admliralty Courts were be-
ing held here and prisoners of war
were confined within the jail. Goods
and valuable papers, removed drom
Philadelphia when that city was
taken over by the enemy, were stored

ere.

The British were well aware that
Trenton was a vantage point and
twice enemy troops had occupled the
place. The fear that they would In-
vade it agaln was not without founda-
tion. Yet this threatening condition
of affairs did not prevent Isaac Col-
iins, Qusaker, one of the mnotable
prirters of Colonial and Revolutionary
time's from moving his printing ea-
tablishment from Burlington to the
village at the Falls of the Del e.

rather the fact that the town was
a safe distance trom both New York
and Philadelphia, then in possession
of the British, and was & more cen-
tral polnt for publishing than Bur-
lington,

It was In the latter town, In De-
cember, 1777, that the New Jersey
Gazette came Into veing. Encouraged
by Governor William Livingston, Col-
lins established nis journal to com-
bat Tary propaganda. He printed it
in the quaint ltttle one-story shop on
High Street, where in 1728 Benjamin
Franklin had printed the first Con-
tinental money. It is likely that the
issue of March 4, 1778, was the first
piece of printed matter to come from
the new shop at Trenton.

The new printing establishment had
beer n the village less than ten weeks
when there was another war alarm.
On the mosning of May 8, 1778, a
British expedition, consisting of
armed vessels and flat-bottomed
boats i{nvaded Bordentown as a re-
prisal for the mechanical explosive
kegs sent from that place in the
Winter previous to destroy ships an-
chored off the down-river city. The
day following the expedition headed
for Trenton.

‘The local militia with several
pleces of artillery, under command
of General Dickinson, fired upon the
enemy at Blles Island where they
were destroying bufldings. ‘This
forced their retirement and saved
‘Trenton from threatened invasion. A
few weeks later, in June, General
Clinton’s large army of British and
Hesslans were en route across the
Jerseys to New York City, after va-
cating Phlladelphia. Infantry, cav-
alry, baggoge wagons, machine and
blacksmith shops on wheels and
wagons of army supplies, havicg
crossed at Cooper's Ferry into Jersey,
headed north.

General Maxwell's brigade, whose
heavy baggage was left in the barracks
here, together with local militia
hurriedly left to harass the approach-
ing enemy. Meanwhile General
Washington and his army, en route
from Valley Forge, was preparing to
cross the Delaware at Coryell's Ferry
(now Lambertville) to head off the
enemy. :

Just at dawn on the morning of
June 23, an advance party of the
British - passed through Bordentown
on- their. way to Crosswicks Creek
drawbridge, near White Horse. An
engagement with the Continentals

It. was -probably no- mere chance
that brought Collins to Trenton, but

here checked any further advance to
Trenton. .
+ But.the foraging parly had come



THE NEW JERSEY GAZEITE

Isane Colling' newspaper, the first published in Trentom, issued
Muarch 4, 1778. The photograph shows the first page of the first issue

printed here. .



near enough to Trenton to give the
villagers grave con.ern and to inter-
fere with the business of the town.
In the issue of the New Jersey Ga-
zette for July 1, 1778, Collins inserted
this brief statement:

“The near approach of the enemy
prevented the publication of this pa-
per last week.”

The title page of that issue was
dated June 24, but the remainder of
the paper was printed under dats of
July 1. clearly indicating that the
June 24 edition was in preparation
when the alarm caused its temporary
suspension.

Juat where the original printing
shop of Isaac Collins at Trenton was
located is pot definitely known, but
it appears to have been a two-story
wooden bullding that stood on the
east alde of King (now Warren)
Street, near East Hanover Street.
This shop is referred to In records
of the day as the “printing office.”
It is mentioned again by that name
in an advertisement that Charity
Britton, who lived In & large house
on or near the aite of the Trent
Theatre, had inserted in Collins’ pa-
per in the issue of January 22, 1783.
Four years earlier, Peter Crolius,
merchant, advertised in the same
paper, giving his place of business
as “opposite the printing office.”
These ‘not! all referred

to tho same shop, for there 18 no
record of any other printing estab-
lishment in the town at that time.

No description of Isaac Collina*
printing shop has been handed down
to us, but from contemporary ref-
erences it seems that in all proba-
bllity the shop was housed in a large
front room on the first fioor and the
other rooms were occupied by the
family. .

Very much more is known of Col-
1ins himself for he was an outstand-
ing Jarseyman of Colonial and Revo-
lutionary days. He was born Feb-

16, 1746, near Brandywine
Creek, two miles from Centre Meet-~
tng House, New Castle County, Dela-
ware, Following death of his parents
when he was gulte young, he was
reared by his uncle, John Hammond,
who apprenticed him to James
Adams, printer, at Wilmington, Dela-
ware. Several years later he was em-
ployed in the printing shop of Wil-
llam Rind, Willlamsburg, Virginia.
In 17686 Collins moved to Philadelphia,
where he found employment in the
printing shops of Willlam Goddard
and others. For a brief time he was
in partnershlp with Joseph Cruik-
shank, printer. In the Autumn of
1770 the Provincial Assembly of New

Jersey granted Collins a commission
as King's Printer for the Province.
After the outbreak of the Revolution
he was made printer for the State.
During his residence in Trenton
Isaac Collins became one of i{ts most
prominent and highly respected citi-
gzens, He was a member of the Union
Fire Company of Trenton and one of
the founders of the Trenton Academy.

wenp

ISAAC COLLINS

Famous Jerseyman of Revolu-
tionary days, who founded first
Trenton mnewspaper, the New
Jersey Gazette.

Colling was a staunch member of
the Soclety of PFriends, and was well
}cnown for his honesty and fair deal-
ng.
The famour printer was married
twice and the father of fourteen
children. His wife, Rachel
Budd, was a great-granddaughter of
Mahlon Stacy, the first setiler at
Trenton. Collins died at Burlington
March 21, 1817.

As printer for the Colony, Collins



published its laws. Like Benjamin

he printed and sold books.
Like Pranklin, o, he printed and
published an almanac that came from
his preas for 26 years without inter-
ruption. The first number of that
annusl bearing the Trenton imprint
was the one for 1779. Three lines
in the New Jersey Gazette announce
ita publication: .

“On Saturday next will be published
THE ALMANACK

for the year of our Lord, 1779.”

Collins' printing shop was not a
lucrative enterprise. In order to eke
out a llving for his large famlly, he
supplemented the income from his
press by the sale of medicines, paper,
tea, stationery, books. He acted also
as an agent for the sale of slaves.
In 1783 or earlier he became a part-
ner with James Ewing, la‘er Mavor
of Trenton, in a general merchandis-
ing business, It i5 presumed that
this new concern began operation
under the same roof with the print-
ing shop, but soon after removed to
larger quarters at the southeast corner
of Broad and State Streets, as indi-
cated by the following advertisement
llr;asthe New Jersey Gazette, July 2.

*“Collins & Ewing—Have removed
their store to the house in which Mr.
James Paxton lately lived, directly
opposite Samuel Tucker's Esq., in
Trenton, where they have just opened
a very general assortment of Euro-
pean, East and West India goods,
suitable for the season, which they
are selling on the lowest terms for
cash or country produce.”

With the issue of Wednesday, July
16, 1783, Collins suspended the pub-
lication of the New Jersey Gazette
because of very feeble support.
“Large arrears” and “unsettled state
of accounts” had forced him to take
this action. He made it clear, how-
ever, in his closing announcement
that the paper might be revived when
conditions warranted it. His position
in this matter s ‘shown Iin the fol-
lowing escerpt from his statement:

. “The revival of The New Jersey
Gazette will depend on the Pub-
lisher's success tn collecting the ar-
rears due to him on account of it.
and on the prospect he may have
of publishing it 1n future to some
advantage.”

Susp of the G te, coming
as it Qid on the heels of the an-
nouncement of the removal of the
merchandising business, would seem
to indicate that Collins intended to
devote most of his ¢ime to the new

enterprise. In the next few months,
however, things must have taken a
brighter turn in the printing shop
for, on December 8, the plucky pub-
Uelst © d the publicat! of his
newspaper.

In June of the following year, Col-

,lins removed his printing shop to the

house at Broad and State Btreets.
‘The announcement cf his removal in
The New Jersey Gazette, June 31,
1784, reads:

“The printing office is removed to
the House occupied as a Btore by
Collins & Ewing, where the Printing
is carrled on as usual. . . . Isaac
Collins and James W. Ewing.”

The new quarters were located on
what was destined to become Tren-
ton's famous printing and publish-
ing corner. They occupled & apacious
dwelling that faced State Street. It
was considered one of the best loca-
tions in the town and offered excel-
lent facilities for business. A room
on the first floor was used as a store,
and the large front room on the
second floor was occupled by the
printing shop. Above this room was
8 wareroom of the same size. There
was a large garden, a storehouse,
smokehouse, carriage house, stable
and other outbuildings on the prop-

erty.

A little less than two years after
the removal, the partnership of Col-
lins and Ewing was dissolved by mu-
tual consent. R

The New Jersey (azette, published
at Trenton from 1778 to three years
after the signing of the peace treaty
with Great Britaln, was the first pa-
per in the State to survive for a
period of years, and was a forerunner
of the present Trenton State Gazette.
The paper had its b g 88 8
tiny sheet, nine by fourteen inches,
with four columns to a page. War
pews, advertisements, notices ot
various kinds, political letters, com-
munications, but very lttle local
news, made up Its contents. When
the paper was resumed, December 9,
1783, after its brief suspension from
July, it appeared in enlarged form,
ten by sixteen inches.

Although subsidized by the New
Jersey Legislature to the extent of a
guarantee of seven hundred sub-
acribers within six months after it
was started, and fostered by speclal
provisions including .the exemption
of the printer and four workmen
from service in the militia, the New
Jersey Gazette had @ hard struggle
to exist. James Melvin Lee, author
of an excellent history of journalism,



mentions the Gazette as one of the
very few State subsidized newspapers
in his “History of American Journal-
ism." Numerous difficulties had to
be surmounted and a larger patron-
age secured. )

The urgent need for rags during
the Revolution, which added to Col-
lins’ difficulties in publishing his
paper, is revealed In an announce-
ment of Stacy Potts and John Rey-~
nolds, who in 1778 built a paper mill
in the village. They appealed to the
petriotism of the women and to
mothers in particular who had chil-
dren in school, to save every particle
for the mill. Their announcement in
Collins’ paper, January 20, 1779, reads:

“The subscribers having heretofore
addressed the good women of this
State, intreating them to save all
the rags tbat they possibly could in
thelr familles, the smallest pairing
being useful in the manufacturing of
paper,“which as friends to their na-
tive country, the subscribers hope
they have paid attention to. There-
fore as a farther inducement to them
they now promise one shilling per
pound for all clean linen rags they
deliver at any of the places mentioned
in the former advertisement.

“They would offer o the considera-
tion of those mothers who have chil-
dren going to school, the present
great scarcity of that useful article,
without which their going to schoecl
would avall them but lttle. . . .
Stacy Potts, John Reynolds.”

The scarcity of paper was a con-
tinual worry. Collins repeatedly an-
nounced in his publication that he
would pay a good price {n cash “for
clean linen rags, and hogs' bristle.”
About flve weeks after coming to
Trenton the scarcity became so acute
that he was compelled to announce:
“No more subscriptions can be re-
ceived at present for this Gazette for
want of paper.” .

The need of journeymen and ap-
prentices was another problem that
taced Collins, and he continually ad-
vertised for them offering t

lins offered to meet the situation by
taking debts owed to him on 'a part
cash and part barter basis, “‘one-third
of A dollar In produce and half.a
dollar in gold or silver.” P
The discouraging conditions cons
tronting Collins were reflected not
only In his many announcements and
the suspension of his paper - from
July, 1783, to December, 1783, but
alsg in its demise in 1786. The first
paragraph of his farewell announce-
ment in the last issue of his paper,
Monday, November 27, 1786, tells the
story of his final struggle to maintain
the publication. It reads: -
“This day's Gazette, No. 446, com~
pletes the year. The little ‘encour-
agement given to the circulation of it
during the last eighteen months, and
the impossibility o1 collecting .pay-
ment, has determined the Printer to
drop the publication. To those who
punctually fulfilled their engage-
ments, and to his correspondents, he
returns his sincere thanks.” :
A complete fille of The New Jersey
Gazette—December 5, 1777, tuv No-
vember 27, 1786—15 a narrative of at
least half of the American .Reyolu-
tion. One of the. most .interssting
first-hand documents published in
paper i8 a letter appearing in a July
issue of 1778 from General Charles
Lee, In which he pleads for a 'sus-
pension of judgment” on the charges
against him for his behavior at the
Battle of Monmouth., The letter, ac-
cording ta.the New Jersey archives,
was “probably the first public an-
nouncement made by Lee after his
flasco upon the fleld of Monmouth.”
In another issue of the same month
appears the first weather record pub-
lished In a New Jersey newspaper.
1t reads: ' . -
“Princeton, July 14—On Thursday,
the 8th inst., at two o'clock in the
afternoon, the Mercury in Fahren-
heit’s thermometer rose to 88 3-10.
gnml:dday at the same hour to 97
A political communication; written
W]

from service in the militia and “hand-
some wages" as special inducements.
The holdup of the mall by inclement
wesather, or its non-arrival caused by
capture of the post rider by the
British, added to the difficulties of
distribution. :
The biggest ‘problem of all, how-
ever, was to collect for subscriptions.
Deflation of paper currency in 1778
and 1780, called for a number of in-
creases in rates for subscriptions and
advertising space. After endeavoring
to-collect in cash for his paper, Col-
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y ho signs herself “Be-
linda,” appeared in the paper May
6,.1778. This is believed to have been
the first contribution of this nature
by A& women to an Amerlcan. news-
paper. The writer was probably Annis
Boudinot Stockton, of Princeton, wife
of Richard Stockton, the Signer, .. .

In issues of July 25, August 1, 8,
and 18, 1785, Lieutenant John Fitch,
advertises for sale his map of the ter=
ritory northwest of the Ohlo. The
money Fitch obtalned ~through the
sale of these maps he devoted to his
early experiments in steam -naviga-



tion. Isaac Collins was his Trenton

agent.

After the newspaper ceased to exist,
Collins devoted nis time to his store
and the printing and publishing of
some pretentious works, which are
eagerly sought today by bibliophlles.
*One of his outstanding works was a
quarto edition of the Bible—the first
Bible printed in the State and one
of the first two-quarto Bibles printed
in America. This was issued in 1791,
and was popular ror many years. It
is considered a creditable specimen
of typography. Collins, and his chil-
dren read the proof, being assisted at
times by the Rev James Armstrong,
pastor of the Presbyterfan Church.
In 1793 he issued an octavo edition.

Collins also printed and published,
tn 1788, the first New Testament
printed in New Jersey. One of the
first books, if not the first, that came
from his press at Trenton was by
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Anthony Benezet, and bore the
lengthy title, “The Mighty Distroyer
Displayed, In some Account of the
Dreadful Havoc made by the Use as
well as the Abuse of Distilled Spirit-
ous Liquors, by a Lover of Mankind.”
The imprints from Collins’ press
while at Trenton total more than one
hundred and thirty, and those at
Burlington number {ifty.

In February, 1796, Collins adver-
tised for sale his business place at
Broad and State Streets. At that
particular time he still occupied the
premises. Later in the year he re-
moved to New York and opened an
office on Pearl Street. :

Early in 1797, Henry Drake, &
prominent tavernkeeper, opened 8
hostelry in the former dwelling of
Isaac Collins. It did not remain a
house of entertalnment very long, for
in the next year it again became a
printing office and the home of an-
other Gazette.



CHAPTER 11,

Trenton Mercury and

Within six months after the New
Jersey Gazette suspended publication,
a newspaper entitled The Trenton
Mercury and the Weekly Advertiser,
was founded {n a printing shop on
Warren Street, opposite St. Michsael's
Episcopsl Church. Its publishers were
Frederick C. Quequelle and Oeorge

Tomad Tyoae

Probably the need of Isaac Collins'
former subscribers for a local news-
paper and likewise the hope its pub-
iishers had of securing some of the
public printing prompted its publica-
tion. In the one week that two
numbers were printed, the paper
achieved some fame, being the first
newspaper in the State to issue twice
in seven days.

For a small paper of two pages,
only 10 by 18 inches, it carried a
lengthy name. After several issues
this was altered to The Federal Post,
or, The Trenton Weekly Mercury.
Under its banner head appeared the
following motto, characterizing the
principle of the free press: “Here
Truth unlicens'd reigns: and dares
atcost—e’'en Kings themselves, or
Rr“t;e'" of the Free—Thomson's Lib-
erty.”

The date of the first issue of the
paper is not definitely xnown, as a
complete flle does not exist. From
the few preserved coples it is ascer-

the Weekly Advertiser.

was owing to a scarcity at present
of printing paper, there being no
denny to be procured in New Jersey.”

To meet the conditions the news-
paper was reduced in size to 9 by 15
inches and its name abbreviated to
The Federal Post. The publishers
desiring to make up for this deflc-
iency announced that thereafter the
Journal would be lasued seml-weekly,
the days of publication being Tues-
days and Fridays. o

In launching this {nnovation, it is
evident, the publishers planned for
greater things than they were sble
to accomplizsh. While the paper was
reduced in size, in accordance with
the announcement, only one addi-
tional {ssue was published. This ap-
peared under date of October 3.

Once more the difhculty of collect-
ing cash for advertisements and sub-
scriptions arose, and in the lssue of
October 28, the publishers declared
that they would accept in country
produce the money owed them.

The Federal Post probably sus-
pended publication early in 1789. The
last known fssue {s January 27. It
is presumed that the printing office
closed about the same time. During
the 1ife of the newspaper, books were
sold at the shop, and a tadble for
measuring lumber was published by

talned that it was started May 15, 12.'0¢ firm.

1787. Tuesday was the regular day
of publication.

Two of the serious problems that
confronted Isaac Collins in the publi-
cation of The New Jersey Gazette also

confronted Quequelle and Wilson— -

the scarcity of paper and the diffi-
culty of collecting for advertisements
and subscriptions,

In September, 1788, the need for
paper became urgent, as the follow-
ing announcement from the lssue of
September 9 indicates:

“The reason of this Paper's not be-
ing published this morning, as usual,

Frederick C. Quequelle and George
M. Wilson are both obscure figures as
far as Trenton alstory is concerned.
A Frederick Quequelle in conjunction
with James Prange published for a
few months The New Jersey Magazine
and Monthly Advertiser, an early
periodical of New  Brunswick.

In October, 1787, Quequelle and
Wilson petitioned the New Jersey
Assembly, “praying that they be.ap-
pointed to print the Laws and Min-
utes of the Legislature.” The peti-
tion was given a second reading,
ordered “to lle on the table.”

12



CHAPTER II1I
The State Gazette.

Of all Trenton newspapers the
Trenton State Gazette 1s the most
important historically. As this is
written the venerable publication is
striding along in its 1418t year. As
a matter of fact it is the second
oldest newspaper in New Jersey and
one of the oldest in the country, with
a continuous publication dating from
post-Revolutionary times.

Founded when the town's popula-
tion was small, its early numbers are
typical of newspapers in the day when
stage coach and post rider were the
main means of communication. Al-
though almost devold of local news,
it supplied the needs of the time,
and our great-grandfathers who resd
its pages by the tlicker of candle light
were just as entertained by its con-
tents as is the more sophisticated
reader of today's newspapers,

Because of its existence of nearly a
century and a half, the State Ga-
zette is a valuable hlstorical record.
As source material on American
life, its files, particularly the earliest
ones, rank very high. The death of
Washington and the deaths of every
Chief Executive of the nation since
that time are recorded in its issues.
Its pages are a chronicle of Trenton
life and of the great events in
American history since the beginning
of the Republic.

A newspaper that has witnessed the
beginning and passing of literally
dozent of Its contemporaries must
necessarily have an interesting his-
tory. In the State Gazette’s case, in-
volving merger after merger, not to
mention frequent modification of
name, the history must also be an
involved one. Only the most recent
research has thrown a clear light
upon its heretofore vague story.

The State Gazette was first pub-
lished as the New Jersey State Ga-
zette on Wednesday, September 12,
1782, by Mathias Day & Co. Volume
one, number one, of this newspaper
is still on file In the archives of the
New Jersey Historical Soclety in
Newarlk. -

This file In the Historlcal Soclety
not only establishes definitely the first
publication date of the newspaper,
but also clears up doubts that Lave
previously existed about its original

13

name. It'shows, too, that the original
owner was a company and that what-
ever clalm Mathias Day is entitled to
as founder of the paper must be
shared with some one else who evi-
dently gave him finaneial backing.

Mathias Day, one of the founders
of the later True American as
as the State G Was 8 D
printer. Like printers of his time, he
published an almanac and sold books,

dicines and g 1 merchandise.
Several rare works bear his Trenton
imprint. After leaving the town he
went to Newark, where he recelved
appointment as postmaster. In later
years, he conducted a publishing
business in New York Clity.

The Qrst issue of his paper in-
forms the public that its place of
publication is “near the Market.” In
the Wednesday, December 26, paper,
a little more than three months later,
its place uf publication is glven as
“in King Street.” There seems to bu
good reason to believe that the King
(now Warren) Street location, was
none other than the printing shop
supposedly occupied by Isaac Collins,
when he came to Trenton i{n 1778.

In announcing their first issue,
Mathias Day & Company had the
following to say:

“Although the time which was first
proposed for the publication of this
paper, has been considerably exceeded,
the publishers, after surmounting
many difficulties veculiar to an un-
dertaking of the kind, are at length
happy In being enabled to lay before
thelr liberal patrons, the first num-
ber of the New Jersey State Gazette;
in the prosecution of which, it will
ever be their invariable aim, by the
strictest assiduity and attention, to
render it at all times a vehicle of such
interesting information and ratlonal
amusement, as will amply compensate
for the generous encouragement
which has prompted them to at-
tempt.”

The publishers also make an
apology for the appearance of the
paper In old type, explaining, how-
ever, that a supply of new metal was
expected dally and would be substi-
tuted as soon as possible.

The first issue contains only three

well
+teanl




advertisements, one of whizh s the
publisher's owh, expressing a desire
to buy “Linen and Gocd Rags.” An-
other advertisement s Inserted by
Jehn Singer, merchant, who offers for
sale medicines, snuff, “Essence for
Tooth Ach,” *“also a few plays and
books.” John Wiggins, the only other
advertiser, applies for an apprentice
to the “talloring business.”

Isaac Collins, who at the time had
quite a book trade at State and Broad
Streets, was one of the first Trenton
merchants to appreciate the value of
cxtensive advertising. In later issues
he subscribed to an entire column of
the paper to inform the public of his
wares.

The price of the New Jersey State
Gazette was 12 shillings a year, post-
age to be pald by the subscribers, if
sent by post, one-half of the subserip-
tion price to be pald down.

Improved {n its appearance by
“handsome new type,” the State Ga-
zette for March 27, 1793, sets forth
that it {5 now printed by Mathlas Day
and George F. Hopkins. There is
every reason to belleve on the face
of this announcement, that Hopkins
was not a new partner in the busi-
ness, but that his identity in the
firm had only been obscured by the
rorré:er trade name of Mathias Day

0.

Hopkins was another of the well-
known printers of his time. After
leaving Trenton he went to New

‘ took the opportunity to request those

Brunswick to become eventually edl- -

tor and publisher of The New Jersey
Federalist, previously Arnett's New
Jersey Federalist., A little more than
three months atter taking over the
paper he changed it5 name to Gentus
cof Liberty and New. Brunswick Ad-
vertiser. Hopkins soon gave up the
newspaper and went to New York.
There he was assoclated with Noah
Webster, celebrated lexicographer, and
others in the American Minerva,
which was issued May, 1786, under
the title of The Minerva and Mercan-
tile. Evening Advertiser, by the firm
of Hopkins, Webb & Co. In after
years Hopkins operated a paper mill
in New Jersey.

The partnership of Day and Hop-
kins did not long survive, and on
Wednesday, February 26, 1704, there
was carried in the columns of the
paper the statement that the firm
had been. dissolved. Mr. Day con-
tinued as owner, and for some reason
changed the paper’s name. On July
12, 1798, .1t appeared as The State
Gazette and New Jersey Advertiser.

When on August 29, 1797, the paper
had completed {ts fifth year, Mr. Day
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who were indebted to him to make a
cash payment. He stated that “in
these hard times a little cash would
be very acceptable.” The plea was
certainly justified. some of his sub-
scribers being from two to five years
in arrears.

“The printing office 15 removed to
the House formerly occupled by Isaac
Collins,” sald the paper on April 24,
1798. This was the southeast corner
of what is now Broad and State
Streets, Collins’ last printing office in
Trenton.

One of the Gazette's many changes
in ownership occurred March 4, 1799,
when Mathias Day Informed the pub-
lc that he had sold his enterprise to
George Sherman and John Mershon.
This sale Inaugurated a fifty-four
year control of the Gazette by the
Sherman femily. The Dew owners
published the paper March 5, 1789,
under it5 original name, New Jersey
State Gazette, and began a new
numeration,

George Sherman, the frst of his
family to be assoclated with the State
Gazette, was, like Isanc Collins, a
member of the Soclety of Friends.
Born at New Haven, Conn., he be-
longed to a family that counted
among its members many prominent
men. After an elementary education
he entered the office of the Connecltii-

e
For

cut Journal as an apprentice.
came to Trenton about 1797.
years he was active in politics.

Less than a month after Mr. Sher-
man and Mr. Mershon scquired the
Gazette one I. Thomas became a part-
ner in the firm. A few weeks after
his arrival the place of publication
was changed. The paper of April 8
carried the statement that “tomorrow
this office will be removed to the
Maln Street, opposite the Indian
Queen Tavern.” A year later it was
moved again to the shop of James
B. Machett, three doors north of the
tavern. The Lincoln Theatre now
covers the site of the bullding.

In respect to the memory of George
Washington, the papers of December
31, 1799, and January 2, 1800, con-
taining notices of the death of the
nation’s first President, appeared
with heavy black borders.

The first of the many mergers that
have marked the Gazette’s career took
place in June, 1800. The paper, under
the management of Sherman, Mer-
shon and Thomas, was & conservative
Federalist ' journal, -which now ab-
sorbed The Federalist: New Jersey
Gazette, 8 radical Federallst organ
founded in 1798. Previously the two
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THE FIRST STATE GAZETTE

First page of Volume 1, No. 1, the very first issue of the New Jersey
State Gazette. It is jrom this paper printed by Matthias Dav and.
Co. that the present Trenton State Gazelte is directly descended.
One of the rare copies that has survived nearly 150 years is in the
New Jersey Historical Society at Newark, and this photograph is by
courtesy of that Sociely.

15



papers were rivals, but with all dif-
ferences forgotten,
and owner of the F

Gershom Craft,

stead of two papers ./eekly, under the
title of the New Jersey State Gazette.”

editor st
joined hands with Sherman, h

In with the merger an-

and Thomas in a vigorous camp&lgn
for the Federalist cause.

Accordingly in July, the combined
papers appeared with the title, The
Federalist and New Jersey State Ga-
zette, bearing the names of Sherman,
Mershon, Thomas and Cratt, but with
no new numeration, the numerical
order of the Gazette being continued.

In September, Mr. Craft withdrew
from the firm and the paper was
continued by Sherman, Mershon and
Thomas. Late in the same year
Thomas also withdrew. Another
change In name was made May, 1802.
The Federalist and New Jersey Ga-
zette then appeared as the Trenton
Federalist. The issue of June 1, 1802,
contained the obituary of Lady Wuh-
ington printed within a black border.

With the death December 18, 1806,
of John Mershon, who had been a
Journeyman in a number of printing
offices in the East before coming to
Trenton, George Sherman came into
control of the Trenton. Federalist, The
following March 24, he moved the
office to “the building of Samuel
Paxson, Druggist, directly opposite
the City Hotel.”

The dwelling was previously the
residence of Pontius D, Stelle at the
southeast corner of Perry and Warren
Streets. In Colonial days it was a
tavern, and when Colonel Rall, com-
mander of the - Hesslans, occupied
Trenton, he used the place as head-
quarters of the watch guard. The
Gazette remained at this location only
& short time, moving in 1811 to the
head of & couwrt on Warren stmc.
opposite St. Michael's Ep

t, the paper appeared July
4, 1829, as The New Jersey State Ga-
zette with o new numeration, and
the motto: “Devoted to the interests
of our Republican institutions; and
decidedly opposed to any measure to
violate the Constitution, to impalr
the rights of Consclence or the sover-
elgnty of the People.” Willlam P.

Sherman is listed as the editor, the
elder Sherman having retired from
:lctive participation in the publica-

on

‘With the e¢levation of Wlluam
Potts Shermar to the editorship of
the State Gazette, a public-spirited
and able man came to the helm. He
had been born in Trenton December
20, 1807. His connection with the
Cazette was brief, for he relinquished
his position to study law. He was
the first Surrogate of Mercer County,
and served three successive terms in
that office. He was long a member
of Common Council, and in 1855 he
was elected Mayor of Trenton to fill
the unexpired term of Willlam Nap-
ton, who resigned. Mr. Bherman dled
in October, 1857.

As soon as the Gazette discontinued
publication of The True American.
The* Emporium, a Jacksonian Demo-
cratic paper which had for several
years bitterly opposed the now de-
funct journal, was quick to take up
its name and add it to its own, ap-
pearing as Emporium .and True
American.

This move, of course, raised the ire
of the Gazette editor, who made the
following announcement in his issue,
July 18:

“Some notice may perhaps be ex-

Church.

The Shermans, George and his son

William P., were responsible for the

d A ! ing the True
American, a Democratic paper
founded in 1801, they combined it
with their own journal in June, 1829,
and published them both under a title
that went back to the original name
of the Gazette.

The purchase and change of name
was announced by George Sherman
June 29. His statement was:

“George Sherman, in conjunction
with his son, Willlam P. Sherman,
having purchased of the Proprietors,
the newspaper established in Trenton
cailed True American, believes it most
advisable at this juncture to unite
that establishment with this paper,
and in the future to issue one, in-

16

ted in this paper of the assump-
tion of the title of the True Ameri-
c:lm. by a certaln party print in this
place.

“The acknowledgment of the person
who signs the address on this subject
in the Emporium, that the True
American had been sold to another,
leaves him to account for the liberty
he has taken of appropriating that
to his use, which he confesses he
does not own.

“On this subject it is thought
proper briefly to stace—That the es-
tablishment of the True American
was purchased of the proprietors for
a valuable consideration, and with
full understanding of the course in-
tended to be pursued, and which has
been pursued. . . . Adding the title
of the True American as a recom-
mendation of the Emporium, after



the former had for years been repre-
sented by the Emporium as a thing
loathsome and vile beyond endurance,
is really a most happy thought—and
the course which the paper has so0
judiciously taken., of recommend'ng
itself to the republican party by bit-
ter denunciations of federalism and
federalists, and anon making it a mat-
ter of triumph, whenever democratic
men are turned out of office by Gen-
eral Jackson, and old ‘federalists ap-
pointed in thelir stead, !s admirable
indeed.”

This was Gazette's opening shot of
the *“battle of titles” oetween it and
the Emporium that was revived from
time t0 time in the next twenty years.

In the meantime George Sherman
resumed the editorship of the Ga-
zette, & position he held until his
death in February, 1835. His son,
James Tuttle Sherman then became
the owner and editor of the paper.
The younger Sherman was born in
Trenton December 21. 1814, and re-
ceived his early education at the
Trenton Academy. He afterward at-
tended ¥Yale College, graduating in
1833. James Shermen studled law in
local law offices until the death of
his father brought him intc the Ga-
zette office. Nearly 20 years later, in
1853, he sold his interest in the Ga-
zette and retired. He died May 20,
1862, after a busy life in which he
gevoted much time to local institu-
lons,

On April 1, 1837, the Gazette re-
moved from its office from the head
of the court on Warren Street, OFpo-
site St. Michael's Episcopal Church,
to the second story of the brick
building at the northeast corner of
Warren and State Streets. The editor
took pride in announcing the
great convenience that the new quar-
ters offered, stating that “we have
moved out of our stand, into the very
centre of motion, where we can see
all and be seen by all. If anything
happens i{n the town, which the peo-
ple ought to know, we shall be able
to see it and tell it; and if the public
wish anything of us, here we are, in
the slght of everybody, ready for
business with all men.”

The issue of the Gazette, May 11,
1838, appeared in enlarged size, a
column having been added 'to its
former size. The paper then claimed
to be the largest in size in the State.

Henry Harron, printer, who had
learned his trade in Philadelphisa, en-
tered into a partnership with Mr.
Sherman {n 1839, the new firm trad-
ing under the name of Sherman &

Harron, with the latter in charge of
the ical depar ’

Need of more frequent publication
of the State Gazette was felt the next
year, and it was planned to jasue the
paper three times a week. The first
tri-weekly edition was published Jan-
uary 14, a ‘small sheet, afterward
gradually enlarged. It retained the
title of State Gazette.

It was a full seven years later, on
January 12, 1847, before the State
Gazette appearsd as a dally, It car-
ried the name Dally State Gazette.
for a few issues and then dropped
the word “Dally” from its title page.
It sold for one cent a copy. One
of the motives behind the change is
evident in the following announce-
ment:

“The change from publishing our
paper by subscription to publishing
it almost for nothing for cash is, of
course, expected to give us a much
more numerous circle of readers, to
whom we anticipate introducing our-
selves every morning at breakf{ast
time.”

Franklin 8. Mills was reporter on
the daily, but retired in the Fall of
that year, having been nominated for
the Assembly. Enoch R. Borden fol-
lowed him on the paper for a few
weeks and was in turn succeeded by
Charles W, Jay, who held the position
for about a year,

One of the greatest innovations in
local journalism was the installation
of telegraph service, and the Dally
State G te took iderable pride
in informing its readers in the second
number that it would hereafter pub-
lish news recelved in this manner.
The announcement read:

“NEWS BY TELEGRAPH

“We have the greatest satisfaction
of publishing this morning the re-
port of the proceedings of Congress
yesterday, transmitted by the Mag-
netic Telegraph. We thus issue the
congressional news, simultaneously
with the morning daily papers of
Washington, Baltimore, Fhiladelphlia
and New York—a feat never before
accomplished or thought of in New
Jersey.”

‘The dally Gazette In 1850 had 800
subscribers and the weekly edition
1,100, according to the Pederal census
of that year.

Early in February. 1853, William
Brown, graduate of Princeton College,
and Thomas Clayton Borden. pro-
prietor of the Bordentown Register.
purchased the Gazette. Thelr names
appear in the February 5 edition as
owners and publishers. In the same




issue Sherman and Harron make their
farewell announcement.
Sherman, retiring editor, third and
last of his famlily associated with the
Gazette, informed his readers that
“the act which separates him from
the State Gazette must ever be one

James T.

ner head was shortened to Daily State
Gazette, the name Dally Gazette and
Republican appearing on the inside
page.

In the next few years new owners
and publishers followed one another
in rapid Mr. yze sold
the G to Mr. Freese who, In

of great !mportance. His connection
with the paper is hereditary, For
fifty-four years it hasborne the name
of his.father or nimself. In retiring
from It, he breaks up associations
which have subsisted not merely as
long as, but much longer than he
has lived. There are persons on the
subscription 1ilst who were there
fitty-four years ago. He need not say
that bis connection with these, has
long ripened into a friendship which,
as a father's legacy. has been very
sacred to the son, and which more
han half a century has hallowed.
In separating from these friends, his
heart i1s filled with saddening mem-~

1865, disposed of it to Brook and
Vannote, purchasers in December of
that year of the Monitor. They
merged the two papers.

The Gazette's next owners were
Murphy & Bechtel, proprietors of a
job printing plant at the northwest
corner .of Broad and State Streets,
They bought the Gazette in 1869, and
the bullding that housed their print-
ing office was made the home of the
Gazette.

Under the new ownership, with Mr,
Borden as editor, the paper galned in
circulation and prestige. New types,

ories.”

Mr. Borden retired from the firm in
1854, and In the same year Mr. Brown
sold the paper to Edmund Morris, of
Burlington.

When the Republican party was or-
ganized in 1856, the Gazette took a
stand in support of its first candidates
for the presidency and vice presi-
dency—General John C. Fremont and
Willlam L. Dayton—and thelr names
appeared on the masthead of the
paper. But ip the issue of July 30,
the names of Millard Flllmore and
Andrew J. Donelson as candidates for
prestdent and vice president had
been substituted or those of the
officlal Republican standard bearers.
Beneath the names appeared the
motto: “Opposition to Unjon Nomi-
nation.” The change was the result
of the purchase of the paper by
Cornellus W. Tolles, of Newark.

‘This deflection trom the party led
a local assoclation of Republicans to
publish a rival daily and weekly pa-
per, the Dally Republican, later the
New Jersey Republican,

Mr. Tollea’s contiol of tha Gazette
.was brief. The paper soon passed

into the hands of Enoch R. Borden. _

He held it until {t was purchased by
J. L. Swayze, who acquired as well
the rival publicatfon and merged the
two under the name of Dally State
Gazette and Republican. This journal
made its Initial appearance July 17,
1867, with no new numeration. Enoch
R. Borden, of the Gazette, and Jacob
R. Freese, editor of the rival paper,
were made editors of the Gazette~
Republican.

In after years the title on the ban-
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.delphia.

P and equipment resulted in a
more attractive paper. In July, 1875,
Mr. Bechtel sold his share In the en-
terprise and retired. Mr. Murphy
continued the business, which was
later known as the John L. Murphy
Publishing Company.

Mr. Murphy made more improve-
ments to the State Gazette from time
to time, and the 1ewspaper became
gradually recognized as the officlal
Republican organ in the State.

The firm of Murphy & Bechtel was
an old established Trenton concern.
John Lawrence Murphy was & native
Trenton boy, who, when only ten
years old, was employed as errand
boy and paper carrier on the Gazette.
Later he became an apprentice to the
printing trade In .he Gazette shop
under James T. Sherman. After com-
pleting his trade he rematned with
the Gazette until 1856, then securing
a job as foreman in the Free Press
office. After six months that paper
falled. Mr. Murphy then purchased
equipment and opened up a Job
printing shop. He took Charles
Bechtel as his partner three months
later. The new firm moved to the
Broad and State Streets corner, which
then began its career as a noted pub-
Uishing centre.

Mr. Murphy died May 4, 1800.
During his life-time he had witnessed
many changes in the newspaper field.
He saw the beginning of Trenton's
first dally newspaper, the flrst tele-
graph installed in a local paper, the
first steam power press, the beginnin
of the first Sunday newspaper and
many other innovations in the world
of local journalism.

His partner was a native of Phila-
Sometime after serving his
apprenticeship to the printing trade



PROGRESS OF STATE GAZETTE HEADLINES

These headings of the State Gazette indicate the outstanding
changes in the paper from 1798 to the present day. They show the
changec. ownership and mergers of other papers with the original
New Jerey State Gazeite published by Maithias Day. The New
Jersey S'atc Gazette shown at the top is the first issue under the
ownerst.p of Sherman & Mershon. The Federalist and New Jersey
State Gazette head resulted from a combine of the old Federalist;
New lersey Gazetle with the original paper. The Trenton Federalist
is stil-the State Gazette under a shortened name. The second New
Jerse,' State Gazetle title was used when the True American and the
State Gazette (or Federalist, as it was then) were merged. It shows a
new numeration. The State Gazette head was the tri-weekly issue.
The Daily State Gazette appeared on the first issue of the daily
paper, and the Daily State Gazette and Repubdlican head was used
after another combine. The Trenton State Gazette is today’s mast-
head. Photos by courtesy of the New Jersey State Library.
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in that city. he came to Trenton
and for a number of years was em-
ployed on the Trenton Dalily News
At one time he also held the office
of State printer. He died August 16,
1908, In the 8l1st vear of his age.

Wwilliam Cloke, Freehold school-
teacher, was one of Mr., Murphy's
proteges who, after serving as reporter
for a time, was advanced to the posi-
tion of editorial writer, There he
made & reputation for himself, es-
pecially in combat with the lively
Joseph L. Naar of the True American.

The death of Mr. Murphy in 1900
brought more changes to the State
Gazette, which then passed to 2 new

n, the State G Publishing
Company. Officers of the company
were Henry W. Comfort, president:
Charles B. Case, secretary, and Charles
H. Baker, treasurer.

In the editorial epartment Thomas
B. Holmes replaced Mr. Cloke. A well
informed, interesting and able writer,
Mr. Holmes served on several Western
papers before coming to Trenton.
He also contributed to magazines. He
was born at Uncasville, near New
London, Conn., May 15, 1859.  Upon
the death of Mr. Holmes some years
later, Forreat R. Dye, who had prev-
lously worked on the True American,
assumed the editorship. Another of
the city's leading newspapermen on
the Gagzette staff vas denry C. Bu-
chanan. He afterward was & promi-
nent member of the editorial depart-
ment of the Trenton Times.

In June, 19C8, the newspaper and
Jjob printing plant, which included
also a book bindery, moved to a new
building erected by the company on
the south side of East Hanover Street,

editor and publisher.

between Broad and Montgomery
Streets. The first issue of the Gazette
i.\;om the new buiding was June 13,

08.

The Gazette continued under the
Joint ownership of Messrs. Comfort,
Case and Bakzr until December 1.
1925, when it was purchased by a new
organization of vhich Colonel Edward
C. Rose was president; Ferdinand W.

Roebling, Jr., vice president, and
Frank D. Schroth, treasurer and
publisher.

To his new post Mr. Schroth
brought extensive newspaper exper-
ience. He was once identified with
the True American and for a number
of years was legislative reporter for
the Trenton Times and several out-
of-town papers.

The new owners made extensive im-
provements to both the Gazette and
its property.

8ix months later the newspaper was
consolidated with the Trenton Times,
and Judge James Kerney became its

Mr. Schroth
d the g 1 ma ip of
the combined papers.

The present title of the newspaper
is “Trenton State Gazette.” Out-
standing for the high character of its
editorial page as well as for its dig-
nified typographical make-up, the
Gazette ranks high among New Jer-
sey's newspapers, and has recelved
citations from the Newspaper Insti-
tute at Rutgers University, The Ga-
zette's chief editorial writer is Ray-
mond A, Schroth, who received his
early newspaper training on the True
American and subeequently on the
reportorial staff of the Gazette during
the ownership of the former State
G P ng C .




CHAPTER IV

The Federalist;

Founded us an organ to espouse
the cause of radical Federalism, The
Federalist; New Jerzey Gazette Is
probably deserving of more. consid-
eration than local historians have
given 1t. It was published by Ger-
shom Craft and William Black on
Eecond Street, the first issue appear-
ing Monday, July 8, 1788. The edl-
torial motto was: “The Public Shall
te Our Invinclible Guide—Public Good
Our Friend.,” The {irst number in-
formed its subscribers that the news-
paper would be delivered to them “at
15 shillings per annum, one fourth in
advance, and one fourth at the ex-
plration of every three months.” The
first {mpression was 800 coples, and
<ontained a supplement with the fol-
lowing announcement:

“The anxlety of the Editors to give
the Public the latest ommunica-
tions and Intelligence, and the neces-
sity of inserting a lengthy advertlse-
ment, has induced us to publish the
Fresent Supplement.” The subscrib-
ers were also advised that “a letter
box will te placed at the Window for
the reception of Communications,” a
service that was ir all probabllity an
innovation in early newspaper pub-
lishing in Trenton.

A week later the newspaper in-
formed 1ts readers that Witllam Black
had transferred his interest in the
paper to Mr, Craft and that the part-
nership hau been dissolved July 14.
Mr. Craft, who continued the publi-
cation as the sole owner, was a law-
Jer. He retired from the newspaper
business in September, 1800. After-
ward ne was one of the original in-
corporators of the Trenton Water
Works Company. Mr. Craft died on
his farm, Falls Township, Bucks
County, Pa., in November, 1808.

As a rival of Mathias Day’s publi-
cation, the New Jersey State Gazette.
Craft’s newspaper grew rapidly in cir-
culation. On October 8, the publisher
reported with considerable pride that
“one tnousand and eighty coples of
the Federalist are this week struck
off.” The following March 4, when
Mr. Day Informed the public that he
had sold his paper to Sherman dand
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New Jersey Gazette.

Mershon, the Federalist editor ac-
knowledged with gratitude one hun-
dred new subscribers in ten days.
This marked the beginning of keen
competition in local newspaper pub-
lighing. for the Federalist was swiftly
savancing as a formidable rival of the
clder journal.

The original printing office of The
Federalist; New Jersey Gazette, ac-
cording t0 the paper itself, was “op-
posite J. Milnor's store.” Mr. Milnor's
establishment (store and warercoms),
was on the northwest corner of Broad
and State Streeis, and extended qtite
a distance westerly along the latter
street. This would place the printing
office on the south side of State
Street between what 1s now Broad and
Warren Streets,

By April 32, 1798, Mr. Craft had
moved the office and gave the place
of publication as “the main street.
now Warren Street, “hetween the
Indian Queen and City Taverns, op-
posite Mr. Howell's.” A-month later
he gives his new address as on the
same &treet “between the Indian
Queen and City Hotel.” It is evident
that he had made an error In his
first announcement, confusing the
City Hotel and the City Tavern. The
Indian Queen Tavern stood on the
stte now occupled by the Trent Thea-
tre. The Pirst Mechanics National
Bank occupies the site of the City
Tavern, whereas the City Hotel occu-
pted land on which 8t. Mary's rectory
now stands. Therefore, the Federallst
office wus somewhere between the
present Trent Theatre site and the
present St. Mary's rectory.

In spite of its promise of success,
the radical Federalist survived a brief
two years. By June, 1800, it wns
merged with the New Jersey State
Gazette. Editors of both papers had
by that time decided to forget thelr
differences and to unite to offer
stronger support to the cause of
Federalism gerrerally. The consolida-
tion, announced in The Federalist:
New Jersey Gazette on June 30, reads
as follows: '

“Belleving that our mutual beneflt
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Above is shown a portion of the title page of the initial issue of the
Federalist; New Jersey Gazette, published here from 1798 to 1800.
The paper, afterward merged with the New Jersey State Gazette, had

a brief but interesting history.

and conv will be pre ted ana
the public interest advanced, we have
agreed to unite the offices of The
Federalist, and New Jersey =8State
Gazette. .

_“Henceforth, therefore, but one
paper will be issued, under the direc-
tion of the subscribers, to be en-
titled, "The Federalist and New Jersey
State Gazette.

“Q. Craft, G, Sherman, I Mershon,
I. Thomas."

Though short-lived, The Federalist!
New Jersey Gazette, was & "flerce and
bitter advocate of the Federal cause."t
It 1s sald that during its brief exist-
ence it became the leading Federallst
organ in the State.

t Lee's History of Trenton. ». 244,




CHAPTER V
The True American.

With the rise of the Jefferson
Democratic Party to power in Ameri-
can politics, the True American, first
Trenton newspaper of that name,
came Into existence. It ushered in
an era of unbridled vilification in
the newspaper world, the outgrowth
of intense political activity. Party
feeling ran high and expressed itself
in the newspapers of the day. The
True American, defending Jefferson.
author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence as the true republican and
defender of republican principles, re-
flected the sentiments of the great
leader's political adherents. The
paper likewise denounced the Fed-
eralists, whose party organ was the
State QGazette, as monarchial and
aristocratic,

Mathias Day, one of the founders
of the rival State Gazette, 1t will be
recalled, and Jacob Mann, were pub-
lishers of the new newspaper. Mann
had had some experience in the busi-
ness. He had learned the printing
trade with Shepard Kollock, a noted
Jersey printer at Elizabethtown.
Early In 1784 he had charge of the
printing office of the Morris County
Gazette at Morristown. From there
he came to Trenton. The partners
published their new journal Tuesday,
March 10, 1801, In a bullding that
stood on the south side of Market
Street (now State), near Greene (now
Broad Street). The following state-
ment appeared in the first lssue:

“This paper was to have made Its
appearance some time since, but on
account of other business, in which
the editors have been engaged, its
publication has been unavoldably
protracted to the present time. It
was also contemplated to be entitled
the Organ of the People—it, however,
bears a title appropriate to the char-
acter which 1t shall ever support,
that of the True American.”

James J. Wilson, fiery, energetic and
certainly one of the most plcturesque
figures in Trenton journalism, became
s partner in the paper within the
next three months, his name appear-
ing as one of the three editors and
publishers in the issue of June 23.
Wilson was destined to be not only
a. formidable opponent of the F¥Feod-
eralists, but a stormy petrel in the
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entire fleld of -newspaper publishing
in Trenton. * )
Rapid changes followed In the pub-
lication. Early In November, Day
sold his Interest In the paper to
Wilson and left the ‘own for Newark.*
Wilson and Mann continued as part-

ners until February, 1802, when
Mann disposed of his interest to Lewls
Blackwell. t

The office of The True American
was moved In April to & dwelling
formerly occupied by Gershom Craft
“in Warren Street directly opposite
to Mr. Probasco's.”t Mr. Probasco
was a tavernkeeper, and at this par-
ticular time he kept a “house of en-
tertalnment” called the Eagle Tavern,
two doors north of .he Indian Queen
Tavern, which occupied the site of
the Trent Theatre. The Lincoln
Theatre 1s now where Probasco’s
tavern stood. While the exact site
of Craft's house Is in doubt, it would
seem that it stood just north of East
Hanover Street, then known as Pin-
kerton's Alley.

Subscribers were still sadly remiss
In paying for thelr newspapers and
when the True American on Februsry
27, 1804, completed its third year, Mr.
Wilson, senjor editor, took the op-
portunity to explain conditions under
which he and his partner were labor-
ing- to keep the publication alive.
His announcement said in part:

“We are sorry to 2mark that many
of our subscribers are much in arrears,
and that some have not pald a cent
who have regularly been supplied with
the paper ever since its establish-
ment."”

By May, 1804, the parinership be-
tween Wilson and Blackwell was dis-
solved and the former remained as
owner. James Jefferson Wilson was
not only an outstanding figure In
local journalism, wielding an able and
fearless pen for the cause of Jefferson
and the Democratic Party, of which
he was a State leader. He was also
prominent in the life of the city. In
1816 he was elected to the United
States Senate,_ cesigning In 1821 to
b postmaster of Trent He

*True AmericAn—November 3. 1801.
t True American—February 9. 1802,
$ True American—Avpril 27. 1802,



was oaptain in the Tremton Light
Infantry and afterward served in the-
offices of Brigadler Generaj, Adjutant
General and Quartermaster General
of New Jersey. He was first president
of the State Bank at Trenton. Like
most of the editors of his time, Mr.
Wilson was a printer by trade. For
several years, in connection with his
paper, he published Wilson's Farmers’
Almanac.

While the True American was under
his ownership, Mr. Wilson moved its
office to his residence in a tavern
building that stood on the east alde
of Warren Street, a short- distance
south of the canal feeder. The print-
ing shop was In an adjoining frame
building.} In all probability the tav-
ern was what was once known as
McCarrier's Hotel, a small stone
building, with frame addition, that
for many years occupled the southeast
corner of McCarrler's Alley, now Ris-
don's Alley, and Warren Street. In
later years the place was a beer sa-
loon. The place was also known as
the Warren Hotel, and then as Bel-
videre Hotel.

Later Wilson bpullt a two-story
frame building on the opposite side
of Warren Street, which he occupled
as the printing office. Subsequently
he erected a brick residence for him-
self on the premises. In 1818, when
he bacame involved in financial dif.
culties his home and printing office
were advertised to be sold by his as-
signees, John Wilson, Robert Mec-
Neely and Daniel Coleman.

It was during the years that James
J. Wilson was dentified with The
True American that political ani-
mosity was most intense. Some of
the bitterest political controversies
that Trenton had ever seen occurred
in that period. Verbal mud-slinging
and vile epithets were a part of the
Journalism of the day. The Pederalist
(now the State Gazette), as the
mouthpiece fo the Federallst Party,
and The True American, organ for
the anti-Federalists or Republicans,
kept the town agog with pages of
highly colored political news. The
Federalist paper dubbed The True
American “The Gibbet,” and referred
to Wilson as the “Gibbett Man.” In
retaliation the Jeffersonlan paper
called the Federalists the “lawyer-
party” and ironically characterized
them as “friends of law and order.,”
when their political activitles were
particularly boisterous and disturbing
to the peac

Political

e.
activities in those days

———
§ Raum’s Ristory of Trenton. p. 316.
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were not always confined to the
newspaper page, and on one occasion
Wilson suffered the lash?s of the cow-
hide in front of his office In Warren
Street. Drunken brawls wese common
affairs, and wirepulling and intrigues
were all a part of the political life
of the era,

Thomas Palne, fournalist of the
American Revolution, returned to

THOMAS PAINE

Journalist of the American
Revolution and cause of the
bitter feud between the Fed-
eralist and The True American.

America from Prance Where he had
taken an’ active part in the French
Revolution and suffered the tortures
of the Luxembourg. President Jeffer-
aon, recognizing Paine’s abllities as @
aterling worker for the Democratic



cause, was largely responsible for his
return.

Thomas Palne was an 18th Century
deist, and his book, “The Age of
Reason.” written in support of his
views, brought the wrath of many
upon his head. In fact it so preju-
diced them against the author that
his flne deeds for the cause of
American Independence were obliter-
ated by their resentment. Soon after
landing on American shores, Paine
came to Trenton to visit one of his
warmes: friends, Governor Joseph
Bloomfield, who then resided at Gov-
ernment House, now incorporated in
Hotel Sterling,

Knowing the visitor's unorthodoxy.
his opponents selzed upon this as
means of arousing opposition toward
him, They called him an “infidel,”
“a defamer of Christ,” and & “drunk-
en Democrat.” He was mobbed in
the streets and the Rogues' March
was played for his benefit. When he
endeavored to leave the town for New
York, tWo of the tavern keepers who
were representatives of the stage
lines, refused to sell him tickets or
allow him a seat on the coaches.
Only through the kindness of hils
friend, Colonel Joseph Kirkbride, of
Bordentown, a distinguished Revolu-
tionary patriot, and an ardent sup-
porter of Jefferson, who loaned his
chalse, was Paine able to proceed on
his journey.

Paine's visit marked the beginning
of & bitter feud between the Federal-
{st and The True American, a con-
test of words that was revived sev-
eral months l°ter waen & Democrat
receivcd arpoinimeat as mayor. It
.evidenced not only the Federalist’s
antagonism to Paine, but alsg to Gov-
ernor Bloomfleld who had been host
to the writer. President Jefferson,
like Paine, a non-conformist In his
religious views, was a target, too, for
the political outbursts and he and
Palne were dubbed the “Doubting
.Thomases.”

‘The True American, not to pe out-
done, indulged In unrestrained lan-
guage in defense of its party men. At
the iime the contest reached fever
hext following Paine's visit, Mr. Wil-
son threatened to publish the names
of the Federalist leaders who had In-
clted the mob against the visitor, and
this brought a lull in the controversy
for the time being.

The Federalist did not soon forget
the rebukes they had received from
the Democrats, and when Governor
Bloomfleld was reelected to office,

H®

somebody plugged and spiked the
town cannon to prevent the members
of his party from announcing the
oc:zasion with a salute. The Demo-~
crats who could afford to take the
act good naturedly, since they had
won another victory, got the cannon
in service again after considerable
trouble. Just as the sun was going
down, seventeen rounds were fired in
honor of the reelected Governor.

The time spent in getting the can-
non in working order was, of course,
amusing to the Federalists, and Mr,
Wilson when giving an account of
the celebration in The True American
remarked that “some of the Feds ob-
served that they (meaning the seven-
teen rounds) were more like minute
guns which denote distress, than sig-
nals of rejolcing.”

After the death of Wilson, July 28,
1824, Allan N. Wilson, his son, con-
ducted the business for Mrs, Wilson
until the next June when Willlam
L. Prall was employed as editor and
publisher.* Prall, later proprietor
and editor of the New York Tran-
script and editorial writer on several
other papers, purchased the True
American in May, 1826.

One of Prall's innovationg was the
semli-weekly publication of the True
American. This began October 31,
1827. 1n the initial issue, which was
printed with new type and with im-
proved style, appeared the following
statement:

“We commence this day the publi-
catlon of the True American semi-
weekly, viz, on Wedneaday and Sat-
urday. Although we have not yet
been able to procure a press to pring
our ‘paper on an imperial sheet, as
we expect to ere long, yet by the ald
of new types, as the public will per-
celve, we have made considerable im-
provements in the appearance of the
True American, and have introduced
a much greater quantity of matter
therein, by lengthening its columns.”

80 many subscribers were in arrears
In the following January, that the
editor offered to take firewood or
articles of family use in place of cash
{from those who were indebted to him,
His brief announcement is repro-
%med here from the issue of January

“Those desirous of paylng their
subscriptions or acocuuts in wood, or
articles of famlly consumption, are
now requested to do 0. Anything to
keep us warm (but 1l humor, or
abuse), and anything we can eat,

*True American, Aug. 7,

True American, June 18, oy

1825,



drink, or wear, almost, will be re-
ceived at fair prices, if seasonably
delivered.” -

‘The dlﬂ!culty of procuring paper
during the time the True American
was published twice n wWeek was one
of the numerous problems that con-
fronted the editor in offering this
novel service. While .he usually man-
aged to have enough stock on hand
to meet the twice-weekly require-
ment, he found himself with an in-
sufficlent supply on Which to print
an issue in the middle of August,
1828, when his order from Philadel-
pbia had falled to arrive on time.
Accordingly, he was compelled to skip
the issue of Wednesday, August 20.
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This i8 shown in the following brief
announcement in the Saturday issue:

“Owing to the non-receipt of paper.
which had been previously purchased
in Philadelphla, the Wednesday’s pa-
per was not published.”

In October, the True American re-
turned to its old policy of printing
but one number a week. This pre-
saged its demise. It is not surprising
therefore that George Sherman, of
the Trenton Federalist, in conjunc-
tion with his son, Willlam P, Sher-
man, should purchase the True
American in June, 1829. The Sher-
mans united the two publications
under the name of the New Jersey
State Gazette. In other words, the
True American was discontinued.



CHAPTER VI
The Emporium and Revival of True American.

.The Emporium, which became the
leading ' mouthplece . of D

when the Gazette purchased the True
American, was started in- 1821 by
Joseph Justice, 3r., a printer, and
Stacy Gardner Potts, a lawyer, in a
printing shop that stood on or near
the site now occupied by Murphy &
Establish

- When General Andrew: Jackson- be-
came a-candidate for the presidency,
The - Emporium took wup his cause,
precipitating a oitter clash with-the
True American which lasted  until
that paper was taken over by the
Gazette.

ing with lssue, June 2, 1827,

Sons' Undertaking >
Warren Suweet,

In the first number, which appeared
Saturday, June- 2, 1821, the owners
presented thelr respects’ to their
patrons stating Lhat their publication
was “three-fold {n character, literary,
religious and political.” The first two
years of the publication, however,
were more of a literary nature than
political. Mr., Potts, the editor, was.
a polished writer and in those early
numbers appeared a series of popular
sketches from: his pen which were
afterward published in a volume en~
titled, “Village Tales.”

Mr. Potts, son of Stacy Potts, came
to Trenton as a young child in 1803
from Harrisburg, Pa.. where he was
born November 23, 1789. He recelved
a preliminary education at the Tren-
ton Academy and then was an ap-
prentice ‘In the printing shop of his
uncle, George Sherman, proprietor of.
the Trenton Federalist.

. Mr. Potts was editor of The Em-
porium from the day it was founded
until late in May, 1827, when he re-
tired to take up the practice of law.
He served twice in the State Assem-
bly, and for nine years was Clerk
of the Court of Chancery. In Jan-
uary, 1852, he was appointed Asso-
clate Justice of the Supreme Court.
He was a well gknown figure in the
life of Trenton uxntil he dled April
9, 1866. Upon his retirement from
The Emporium, he left Mr. Justice
as the owner and publisher. His
brother, Joseph C. Potts, succeeded
him in-the editorial chalr,

- The Emporium was launched with
about 400 subscribers, a falrly good
beginning in view of the fact that
Trenton proper had less than 4,000
population at that time. At the end
of the first six months it had nearly
doubled {ts circulation. ®

®Tae Emporlum—November 324, 1831.

the paper changed its.name to Tren-
ton Emporium. Then after the True
American was discontinued, the Em-
porium added to its title that of the
old Democratic crgan, appearing with
the name, Emporjum and True
American. This move led to the

" “battle of titles” with the Gazette—

a controversy that was revived from
time to time over a period of twenty
years.

- In appropriating the title of: the
paper that the owners of the Gazette
had p and di d, . The
Emporium took tiae following stand:

“To the Public—It will be: per-
relved that an addition has been made
to_ the title of this paper. It will,
in" future, be published under: the
head, ‘Emporium and True American.’
In uniting the title of the True
American with (hat under which.this
paper heretofore appeared, the sub-
scriber i3 influenced by.feeling of at-
tachment to an old name, for many
years the Tallsman of the Republican
party in New Jersey, and which
though for a time past, a wanderer
from its ancient principles, ls. still
venerated for what it:was. The -re-
generatfon of the great republican
party, in the prostration of - the
younger Adams, and the election-of
Andrew Jackson, has just taken place
—and the True American left a wreck
in the hands of disappolinted poll-
ticlans. with whom, in an unfor-
tunate hour, it entered .into & still
more unfortunate alliance, having
been made to serve thelr purposes,
untll its services had been useless, is
sold to George Sherman, who.appro-
priating by bona fide purchase, its
patronage to. himself, has left its
name and its early -principles, matters
too Indigestable- fcr his consumption,
to the use of.others. ® ® * Joseph
Justice.” .

This. of course, was quick to bring




a retort from the Gazette and the
battle was in full swing.

east side of Warren Street opposite
West Hanover Street, having re-
moved there April 1, 1828.

In 1838, Franklin 8. Mills became
associated with the Emporium. In
the same year, Joseph Justice, 8r.,
retired from the establishment and
Joseph Justice, Jr., and Mr. Mills
continued the publication. Just how
much Interest “‘ills had in the en-
terprise at this time, if any, is un-
certaln 8s his name does not appear
as a partner with Justice until Au-
gust, 1841,

According to Raum's History of
Trenton, on August 28, 1838, a tri-
weekly paper for electioneering pur-
poses was issued °‘rom the Emporium
office by Mills and Joseph Justice, Jr.
‘This paper was diacontinued in Octo-
ber. Late in 1839, a dally was issued
from the same office with Mills and
Dr. Danlel Levy Maduro Peixotto,
noted physician and newspaperman,
as the editors. During the three
months that this paper lived, Mills
and Pelxotto were also editors of the
Emporium.

‘When Captain Joseph A. Yard came
into possession of the Emporium, fol-
lowing dissolution of the Mills-Justice
partnership February 24, 1843, the
paper immediately became a Tyler
organ—a move that most of the
Democratic leaders in the BState re-
sented. President Tyler at this time
was not altogether popular in his own
camp, and the change in policy of &
paper that made its reputation by ad-
vocating the principles of Andrew
Jackson, came as a shock, not only
in Trenton, but throughout the State.
Even the rival Gazette, In a measure
regretted the change, remarking that
“the Emporium was the first paper
in the State to espouse the cause of
General Jackson.” In after years a
writer in the Gazette who seems to
have been well informed as to how
the change was prought about, had
the following to say:

“The sale was not made directly to
Capt. Joseph Yard, but to a }hkd

him from time to cme, until they
finally succeeded in relieving him of
his paper and printing office alto-
gether.”

Captain Yard was u native of Tren-
ton and member of a prominent
family that settled at the Falls of
the Delaware before the arrival of
Judge William Trent for whom the
city is named. A popular speaker, he
was active in Democratic politics and
on several occasions he stumped the
State for the party. At the outbreak
of the Mexican War he was commis-
sioned captain in the United States
Tenth Infantry, and raised the first
company in that regiment. He went
ta, the front with his company, but
had to return home in the Spring of
1848 because of i1l health.

For a number of years, Captaln
Yard was an Inspector in the New
York custom house. In 1849 he was
elected to the New York Assembly.
At the outbreak of the Clvil War,

. Captain Yard raised a company in

Trenton called the Olden Guards and
served with them In the fleld. He
dlgd at Farmingdale October 17, 1878.

When all differences in the Demo-
cratic party were healed {n 1845, the
Emporium merged with the Newark
Evening Post, with Samuel G. Arnold
as editor and manager. In the next
year the paper passed into the hands
of Willlam B. Brittaln and Edward
C. Jones, Arnold Dbeing retalned in
the editorial chair. In the same year
Brittain and Jones purchased the
‘“Trenton Dally News,”

After paasing to the ownership of
the firm of Potts and Perdicaris, and
then to Samuel J. Bayard, the Em-
porium came Into the poasession ‘of
Morris R. Hamilton, who merged the
two papers into one publication
which he named the True American.

When Mr. Hamilton merged the
Trenton Dafly News and the Em-
porlum and True American, he
changed the of both pap
The Dally News became the Dalily
True American and the Emporium
and True American title was short-
ened to Weekly True American. This
act kindled a flame that had been
smouldering in the editorial offices of

party, with the distinct u
ing that it should come out for Tyler,
and his name was holsted before the
transfer was made. We have always
understood that Mr. Mills was offered
the editorship, but Tyler was rather
more than Mr. Mills could swallow
and he refused at once, left the con-
cern and started *+ new paper, which
would probably have still flourished,
had not some kind friends assisted
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the G for many years.

In the {nitfal aumber of tne revived
True American, Tuesday morning,
November 13, 1849, bearing the motto,
“Principles, not Men,” Hamilton made
his new stand as a crusader for
Democracy:

“Some years ago, a glorious, high-
toned, weekly paper styled The True
American was issued in this city by
an able, honest, well-tried Democrat,



James J. Wilson. A man remembered
with respect by all. °‘His memories
were two hosts—nis friends and foes!’

*“That paper has been continued by
others to the present time. Of late,
there has been connected with it, in
accerdance with the unpretentious
spirit of the age, a daily, known as
the Trenton Daily News. Having
passed through many hands, they
have at last fallen into mine; and
1 hope. through your support, to
maintaln my position permanently, as
their séle Editor and Publisher.

“I have thought it admissible to
avail confession. and as a small tri-
bute to the memory of the fearless
projector of the original paper, to
drop the title ‘The Mews’ and to call
them the °‘Dally’ and ‘'Weekly True
American".”

The Gazette wus quick to remind
Mr. Hamilton that it had purchased
the original True American twenty
years before and discontinued its
publicatinn and that the paper there-
fore no longer existed. Thils renewed
the old “battle of the titles.”

Colonel “Morrie” Hamilton, as he
was known. was long a plcturesque
and delightful figure in Trenton lfe.
He was born In Sussex County, in
1820, sou of General Samuel R. Ham-
ilton, Quartermaster of New Jersey
for 25 years, and great grandson of
John Hamilton, Provincial Governor
of New Jersey from 1736 to 1747, and
of Andrew Robeson, Surveyor General
of the Province at the same time.

The later editor of the True Ameri-
can was educated at the old Trenton
Academy, Lawrenceville School and
Princeton College, from which he was
graduated in 1839, He was admitted
to the Bar in 1842, ind practiced in
Camden and Philadelphia. After re-
tiring from °* the True American,
Colonel Hamllton still retained his
connection with out-of-town papers.

He galned his title from service on
the staff of Governor George F. Fort,
from 1851 to 1854. He —~s named
State Librarian in 1884, - . held that
office for many years,

In reviving the True Amerlcan,
Hamilton secured William Maglll,
previously connected with Philadel-
phia publications, as his publisher,
although he announced himself as
holding that position In the initfal
number of the paper.

The issue of December 12, 1850, ap-
peared in enlarged form. The follow-
ing April 1 the paper announced the
death of John C. Calhoun, the noted
Southern statesmen, the back page
appearing with black lines in respect

to his memory. .
Just three years later, the True
29

American came under control of Judge
David Naur, of Ellzabeth, a flery
Democratic leader and first of a
family that was to be outstanding for

COL. MORRIS R. HAMILTON

Well known figure in Tren-
ton’s public life for many years,
who through a merger of two
local papers,- revived the True
American and the Weekly True
American, and launched anew
the “battle of the titles.”



many years In the history of Trenton
Journalism. When Mr. Hamlilton re-
tired as owner and editor, he intro-
duced his successor as “a gentleman
distinguished for his literary talent,
political sagacity and oratorical

ability.” ‘The Gagette, April 4, 1853,
welcomes the newcomer In this
manner:

“David Naar ntroduced himself
yesterday as the new editor of the
True American. The judge asserts his
inexperience and asks tndulgence. He
writes, however, with a gltb pen, and
that will be backed by an intelligent
mind. His humor, energy and indus-
try will give points and force to the
paper. He states that he will sustain
the Democratic party.”

Charles W, Jay was reporter on the
True American when Judge Naar
came into possession of the paper.
His stay was brief. Later Franklin
8. Mills was associated with Naar and
was made assistant .ditor.

About the middle of the 1850’s the
newspaper removed irom its old stand,
40 Greene Street, next door to the
old City Hall Bullding, to the south-
east corner of Warren and Front
Streets, occupying a spacious bullding
that years previously had been the
Golden Swan ‘Tavern, now the
Hearnen Bullding. Here Naar estab-
lished 8 job printing plant in con-
nection with his aewspaper publish-
ing. Here, also, the famlily lived for
a number of years.

Directed by Judge Naar, the True

American soon galned prestige as a -

Democratic organ and the home of
the paper became a stronghold for
Democracy. .

In 1856 Judge nﬂa:r hpuléllahed’ a
campalign paper, called the Campalgn
True Amerlci;. in  the lnberegt of
James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania,
and Jobn C. Breckinridge. of Ken-
tucky, for the presidency and vice
presidency. The wnitial {ssue appeared
i!uly 2, and the last issue November

The beginning of the Civil War
brought trylng days for the True
American. Judge Naar's brilllant and
fearless pen, which did not hesi-
tate to criticlze the policy of
the Government toward the South,
aroused the ire of local citizens,
especially the Republican element, to
such an extent that on one occasion
they mahifested thelr resentment in
a mob demonstration on the street
directly under the :ditorlal windows.

This was on the evening of April
15, 1861, when news of President
L1 1n’s 1 grocl tion calling
for 75,000 State m)litia volunteers for
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three months' service, reached the
town. A large crowd had gathered
in front of the Gazette office, north-
east corner of State and Warren
Streets, where the American flag was
displayed and where sky rockets had
been shot off in celebration of the
President’s call to arms. Patriotism

JUDGE DAVID NAAR

Brilliant newspaper man, one
time owner and editor of the
True American and first of his
family to direct that mnotable
Trenton paper.

was at its height and there was wild
cheering.

The demonstration over at the Ga-
zette office, the crowd moved down
Warren Street to Judge Naar's True
American. Seeing no flag on display
there, they routed out the editor and
demanded an explanation. Judge
Naar appeared and in an address de-
signed to appease his inquisitors he



declared that the newapaper was not
in possession of uny fiag, did not
[, it a 'y adjunct to a
newspaper office, cud there was con-
sequently none on display. He ex-
pressed himself as ready to stand by
the flag of the Union and especlally
invoked his audlence to respect free-
dom of thought and speech.

The State Gazette's version of this
incident is at variance with the True
American’s account. The Gazette re-
ports that one of the crowd chal-
lenged the editor to “bring ou. his
‘Blue Cockade’ and burn 1tI” It
characterized Judge Naar's address or
this occasion as a “sort of half-way
Unlon speech,” and adds editorially:

“How he could have done this after
preaching dissension through his pa-
per for months past is more than we
can understand. However, the crowd
accepted the apology and left.”

The True American after this epi-
sode, found itself slowiy losing lIts
former popularity and at a time
when the tumult of war against the
South was Increasing the True
American voluntarily suspended daily
publication. This was on August 24,
1861. It did not. print dally again
until October 7.

At the close of the war the True
American -office was the scene of an-
other demonstration of an entirely
different character. This was when
the Konigmacher orothers, two ec-
centrics from Pennsylvania, burned a
fifty-dollar Government bond before
an astonished crowd in front of the
newspaper office. The Konigmachers,
who had been aroused by the True
American's southern sympathies
made a special trip to the office
March 28, 1869, to flaunt thelr loyalty
at Judge Naar's very door. Here they
set fire to a war bond and
bondholders in the crowd to follow
their example, and so relieve the
Government of its burden of debt oc-
casioned by the war.

Judge Naar four months later, July
2, 1869, transferred the publication of
the True American of Moses D. Naar,
Joshua 8. Day, and Joseph L. Naar,
retaining, however, the position of
editor-in-chief, The new firm traded
under the name of Naar, Day & Naar.

Removal of the True American,
April 1, 1873, to Trenton's most fam-
ous publishing corner at State and
Broad Streets, was a real event. When
the doors of the new office were for-
mally opened, the entire front and
side of the bullding was covered with
painted signs announcing the new lo-
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cation. This flamboyant method of
advertising attracted considerable at-
tention among the inhabftants. On
this same site five carlier newspapers
had been published, the first one In
the immediate rost-Revolutionary
period.

In 1869, when Judge Naar retired
as Editor-in-Chief, his nephew, Moses
D. Naar, succeeded Lim in that posi-
tion. Moses D. Naar died January 10,
1885, and within a month Joshua 8.
Day, who had charge of the financial
end of the firm, passed away. Joseph
L. Naar, son of Judge Naar, then as-
sumed editorial control and became
sole owner. Through his tireless en-
deavors the True American for years
clununued as an influential publica-
tlon.

On the occasion of its next change
in location, January 1, 1893, the True
American again moved to a site his-
toric in the annals of newspaper pub-
lishing in Trenton. The paper went
from the leased bullding at Broad
and State Streeta to its own build-
ing on the east side of Warren Street,
between Hanover and State, In a
neighborhood where three of its pre-
decessors had been published.

At the same time, the paper was
enlarged, a change which reacted to
its detriment, for it had lost much
of its political favor and its efforis
tc reestablish itself only increased its
financial burden. The publisher
even went s0 far us to cut the price
of his paper to one cent a copy in
the hope that it would increase cir-
culation, but this only sliced the in-
come. Another =ffort was made by
Mr. Naar to refinance the business,
and he sold stock In the enterprise,
approximating 850,000, These stock-
holders, men friendly to the paper
and 1ts policles, .ncorporated under
the name of the True American Pub-
lishing Company, with Mr, Naar as
prestdent and managing editor. This
company wos formed April 30, 1902.
Mr, Naar dled September 19, 1905.

After his death the story of the True
American was lUke that of all other
businesses struggling to keep alite
under conditions of increasing finan-
ctal difficulties. In rapld succession
there were reorganizations and re-
ceiverships. The publication even
entered the afternoon field. At a re-
cefver's sale, August 8, 1913, the news~
paper and its real estate was pur-
chased by the Trenton Times_ for
$47,000. Publication of the True
American was then suspended.

Regardless of its carly history, the
True American will always be insep-
arably assoclated with the three



Naars, certainly one of the most re-
markable groups of newspaper men in
the history of journalism in Trenton.

Judge David, Moses D., and Joseph
L. Naar were members of one of the
outstanding families in the annals of
New Jersey Jewry, an haonored family
with a record dating back to the time
of the discovery of America by Co-
lumbus. Thelr ancestors lived on the
Iberian Peninsula, where they suffered
persecution because of thelr race and
religion. Seeking freedom In the
Western Hemisphere, members of the
family made their way to the Virzin
Ialands and the islands of the West
Indies.

Judge Naar was born on the Island
of 8t. Thomas November 10, 1800. At
the age of 15, he was sent to the
United States to recelve his education.
Atter completing his studies, he re-
turned home and was employed in a
large exporting and importing estab-
lishment. In later years he conducted
& business of his own.

In 1834 he became a resident of
New York City, and in the next few
years he settled on a farm near Eliza~
beth. He at once made himself felt
in the life of the community and in
1843 was appointed one of the lay
judges of the Court of Common Pleas,
Essex County. From 1845 to 1848 he
was United States Consul at 8t.
Thomas.

An able political speaker, he won
for himself {n New Jersey the sobri-
quet “War Horse of Democracy.” He
figured largely in the early life of
Trenton. His special interest was
education, and he was an ardent
advocate of public education. He was
a promoter of the present school
system. At one time he was Clerk
of the Assembly, and from 1885 to
1866 he was State Treasurer. Judge
Naar dled February 24, 1880.

Moses D. Naar was born in 1836, In
New York City, and came to Trenton
In 1856 to assist his wuncle, Judge
Naar, in the publication of the True
American. Afterward he was senior
partner in the firm of Naar, Day &
Naar, and for several years he was
editor of the True American.

Moses Naar was a brilllant scholar,
a master of four languages and a
reader of Sanskrit. He was of a 1it-
erary turn of mind, and devoted much
of his spare time to lterature and the
writing of short storles. During his
association with his uncle he studied
law and was admitted to the bar in
1869. He was admitted counsellor in
1873. Mr. Naar 18 the author of the
law work, “Election and Suffrage.”

In the fizld of law Moses Naar
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showed great promise, and had not
his health falled at a time when he
was making rapid advancement, there
is little doubt that he would have
been a distinguished member of the
iesgatgl profestion. He dled January 10,

Joseph L. Naar, third of the family
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JOSEPH L. NAAR

Fearless editor and last of his
Jamily to direct the destinies of
the True American, which
during his regime was a staunch
organ of Democracy.

to assume the editorship of the True
American, was born October 23, 1842,
near Elizabeth. Like his father, Judge
David Naar, he was 8 man of remark-
able energy and a strong advocate of
Democratic principles.  Under his
control, the True American continued
for years as the State organ of



cmocracy. Like his father, also, he
wielded a mighty and fearless pen.

Governor George C. Ludlow, in
1881, appointed Mr. Naar his secre-
tary, a position he held until 1884.
He was one of the secretaries to the
State Constitutional Convention of
1873, and the sole secretary to the
State Constitutional Convention of
1804,

Mr. Naar took a great Interest, {n
public welfare. He was one of the
original members of the Trenton Free
Public Library, and served as a trus-
tee of Mercer Hospital. He died Sep-
tember 19, 1905.

Joshua 8. Day, in charge of the
financial department of the firm of
Naar, Day & Naar, was born in New
York City, March 4 1828. Early in
life he established route
for the New York Sun then under
control of Moses Y. Beach. Leaving
his native place, he removed to Eliza-
beth, where he entered the mercan-
tile business with his father, Thomas
Day. Upon request of Judge David
Naar, in 1855, he came to Trenton
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and was employed in the business
department of the True American.
When Judge Naar retired, he selected
Mr. Day as the person to associate
with his son and nephew in the new
firm.

Mr. Day died February 9, 1885, in
the 51st year of his age. He was
then the oldest member of the firm of
Naar, Day and Naar.

F.ancis Bazley Lee, lawyer and his-
torian, and A. Donnelly,

.brother of Mayor Frederick W. Don-

nelly, were two quite noted members
of the True American staff., Lee was
an editorial writer who also contri-
buted extensively to Trenton news-
papers, in the form of speaial articles.
He took a great interesy in public
affairs and was an advocats of con-
verting the land in back of the State
House into Stacy fark. e was a
native Trentonian, son of Benjamin
F. Lee, for years clerk of the Chan-
cery Court.

Mr, Donnelly was employec on the
True American, Stite Gazette. Tren-
ton Times and Suundey Times-Ad-
vertiser.



CHAPTER VII
The Miscellany, The Union, The Crisis, The Trenton Argus:

Stepping ‘back to the beginning of
the 19th century, one finds James
Oram, printer and bookseller, launch-
ing The Miscellany. The new publi-
cation w38 issued June 2, 1805, four
years ‘after the first Trenton True
American an its eventful career.
It was published in the printing shop
at Broad and -State Streets, where
Isaac Collins had published his New
Jersey Gazette and where Mathlas
Day+had put out the State Gazette
and New Jersey Advertiser,

The Miscellany was a literary paper.
In the words of its publisher it “was
for the advancement of useful knowl-
.edge, 'in its several departments, and
the promotion of religlous and moral
principles.” One of the few coples of
this tiny paper that has been handed
down through the years is owned by
the Trenton Free Fublic Library. By
mere chance this happens to be an
initial copy.

None of the Trenton historles lists
the Miscellany nor in all probability
does it appear in aL, other published
work. The rare copy belonging to
the Library is a four-page paper, 9
by 11 inches, containing only one
advertisement or notice. That {8 the
publisher's own. Literary materlal,
obituaries and few items of news
make up this modest journal.

In making his bow to the publle,
Oram pledged that “the future num-
bers of the Miscellany shall not be
inferior to the present in point of
general executlon.” He bad many In-
teresting features to offer, and as a
speclal inducement for patronage he
promised to give & general index free
at the end of the year. The sub-
scription price for the paper, evidently
a weekly, was "“81.50 per annum,
transmitted to subscribers who re-
sided at a distance by mall (at their
expense).”

Just how long “The Miscellany”
lived is not known. There is no doubt
that the publisher had secured some
subscribers before the paper was
founded.

Oram became the occupant of the
Collins printing shop in 1804, In
1810 he removed to a bullding that
stood on the west side of Warren
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Street oo a part of the site. of the
Lincoln Theatre. .
James Oram 1s pelieved "to have
come to Trenton from New York City.
He was probably the “James .Oram™
who published “The New York Prices
Current.” one of the first market pa-

Photo by courtesy of Trenton Public Library

EDITOR’S ADVERTISEMENT

Notice by J. Oram, owner and
publisher of the Miscellany, as
it appeared in Rhis paper estab-
lished for “the advancement of
useful knowledge . . . and the
promotion of ligi and
moral principles.”

pers in the country, in that city in
the 1700's. Like lsaac Collins, he was
the publisher of a number of note-
worthy books which bear the Trenton
imprint.

In the period uetween 1831 and
1880 there appeared some twenty or
more Trenton newspapers, all des-




tined to a precarious existence and
& swift end. Most of them were ad-
mittedly political journals, established
to espouse the ~ause of some party
or candidate,

The first group of these was pub-
lished between 1831 and 1848, when
the Trenton Dally News was launched.
It survived three years, finally being
merged with the revived True Ameri-
can. From then until the advent of
the Trenton Evening Times, in 1882,
the Trenton public watched an ever-
changing procession of newspapers.

Chronologically the first of ephe-
meral journals was The Union, which
in its brief existence suffered a rapid
and continuous shange of editors and
publishers. It Is sald to have been
& Whig paper, although cownparatively
iittle is known of it. It was pub-
lished Saturday evenings. Frederic P.
Sheldon is believed to have been the
founder, 8t any rate he was editor
;vaheﬁ; atlhe paper was published July

In 1832, or probaly earlier, the paper
was called The National Union.
Phillp J. Gray, subsequently editor
and publisher of the Camden West
Jerseyman, was editor and proprietor
of the paper in that year. Piblica-
tion offices were then In the former
residence of Abraham Hunt, at the
northwest corner of Warren and
State Streets, where the Hesslan com-
mander, Colonel Rall, was entertained
Christmas night, 1776. The entrance
to the offices, the paper announced,
was the “first door in Second Street.”

Gray was succeeded as editor and
owner of The National Union by
Messrs. Adams and Buffington, with
Elisha B. Adams as editor. Later Mr.
Buffington left the irm and the paper
was contlnued by Mr. Adams, who
changed ths title to New Jersey
Democrat. It was not a profitable
enterprise, apparently, while under
Mr. Adams’ ownership, and he dis-
posed of it to a group of Whigs.
Allan N. Wilson was probably the last
editor and publisher. In later years
Wilson conducted an out-of-town
paper, the Belvidere Apollo, anu was
identified with the Somerset Whig.

The Crisis

Following closely apon the Unlon
was The Crisis, a campsaign paper of
which little !s known. It made Its
brief appearance in 1832. According
to an article in the State Gazette of
January 1, 1857, the Crisls was estab-
lished to advocate the candldacy of
Henry Clay for the _flice of President.
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The need of the paper past, the sheet
vanished.

The Trenton Argus

The Trenton Argus, or The Argus,
is another of several Trenton news-
papers with an >bscure history. It
is sald to have Leen an organ for
the Trenton and Philadelphis Rall-
road, and the State Gazette fixes the
year of its beginning as 1830. On the
other hand, Raum's History of Tren-
ton and Woodward and Hageman's
History of Burlington and Mercer
Counties, give the date as 1835. From
what Htile is known of the journal,
it ts believed fhat it was founded in
1835, and passed out of existence the
following year.

An article In the Gazette, January
1, 1857, on local uewspapers, gives
the following brief account of this
obscure paper:

“The Trenton began about
1830 by the Philadelphia and Trenton
Rallroad Company. At that time this
rallroad was distinct from the Cam-
den apnd Amboy, and there was &
rivalry between them for influence
with the Legislature. The Philadel-
phia and Trenton Company pur-
chased stock In the Straight Turn-
plke Company (Brunswick Road), and
desired to connect their road with
the New Jersey toad at New Bruns-~
wick and to advocate this wss one
of the objects of this newspaper. It
is believed to have leen a Democratic
publication.

“Benjamin Van Cleve, a lawyer,
was its principal eaitor, although Ed-
ward Curtis, of New York, contributed
to its columns. The rivalry between
the two companies finally ended by
the purchase of one of the companies
and the Argus merged with the Em-
porium, now called the True Amerl-
can,”

The Argus was published In a large
brick bullding, East Front Street, near
Broad Street. Peter Lott, a natlve
of Trenton, was identified with the
publication. Years later he left Tren-
ton for Illinois snd at outbreak of
the War with Mexico he was captaln
of a company of volunteers that left
for the {ront from that State. For
several years he was superintendent
of the United States Mint in Call~
fornia.

It was in the period that the Argus
was published that the famous “Room
No. 100,” at the Trenton House, re-
celved its name, That particular
room was the headquarters for the
Camden and Amboy lobbyists who
selected the number as one easy to
remember since the hostelry in those
days did not have a hundred rooms.



CHAPTER VIII
The Daily Emporium and True American.

The first attempt to establish a
daily newspaper In Trenton was made
in 1888, during the so-called “Broad
Seal War,” one of the bitterest con-
troversies 1n Jersey history. The
fight centered uround a contested
election between the Whigs and
Democrats, and obtained national
significance when the majorities of
these two parties Iin Congress de-
pended upon the election results in
New Jersey. .

Belleving that sufficlent interest
had been aroused in the controversy
to support a newspaper, the publish-
ers of the Emporium and True Ameri-
can, on October 28, 1839, issued 8
proposal to likely subscribers to print
a daily. This announcement called
for the support and alid of “political
friends” to make the enterprise &
success,

The promise was made that the
paper would ‘‘contain the latest pro-
ceedings of the State and National
Legislatures, and the latest news of
the day, together with a variety of
literary and miscellaneous matter.”
December 2 was given as the date of
the first issue. The subscription price
was “five dollars per annum, payable
in advance, or six dollars at the end
of the year.”

In compliance with this promise,
Trenton's first rlally came from the
press of the Emporium and True
American December 2. Joseph Jus-
tice, Jr., and Franklin 8. Mills were
the publishers; Mills and Dr. Daniel
Levy Maduro Peixotto, an eminent
scholar, fournalist and physician, of
New York City, were editors.

The exact title of this publication
13 in'doubt, for no coptes of the news-
paper are known to exis:. The pro-
posal leads one to belleve that its
full name was The Daily Emporium
and True American. Raum (n his
History of Trenton alludes to it as
The Trenton Daily. Lee and other
local historical writers do the same.

On the other hand the title given
in the proposal is corroborated in part
by the Gazette of 1839. which calls
it “The Dally Emporium,” evidently
omitting the presumed full title for
reasons that go back to the time
when the “True American” was pur-
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d by the owners. At
any rate, whatever the title may have
been, this paper was practically =
dally issue of the “Emporium and
True American.”

The new paper wsent to a small but
worthy list of subscribers. Even the
Gazette, which had no special love
for The Emporium since the day It

FRANKLIN S. MILLS

One of most picturesque fig-
ures in Trenton journalism, at
various times reporter, pub-
lisher and owner, associated
with  innumerable Trenton
papers. Mr. Mills was also
Mayor of Trenton and member
of the State Assembly.



appropriated the name *“True Ameri-
can,” was impressed with the new
paper’s fine appearance, and gave it
& good mention, questioning, however,
the ablility of the enterprise to last
“for any length of time on such a
scale.” Dr, Peixotto, Mr. Mills Intro-
duced to the readers by Mr, Miils as
“a gentleman of superior qualifica-
tions and one of the best political
writers of the present day,” was ex-
tended a cordial greeting by the Ga-
zette, which sald:

“Dr Peixotto aimself, makes a not
an ungraceful bow to the public, in-

' dicates an inclination to grapple with
principles rather than quarrel with
men, and promises to all conductors
of the press the extension in public,
of that courtesy, which has ever been
observed in private life.

“We respect that editor who re-
spects himself enough to eterminn
that he will observe In public, as well
as In private, the rules of intercourse
observed among persons of respect-
ability. We will walive, therefore,
whatever feelings of repugnance the
character ot the Emporium in past
lives, may be have existed in us (slc)
and tender to the new editor those
courtesies which are due to a stranger
and a gentleman.”

Possessed of & sacholarly pen, Dr.
Peixotto gealously began to edit the
newspaper, which won favorable com-
ment both for i1ts printing and style.
His efforts, however, were unrewarded,
for Trenton was still a small town,
and was not yet ready for such an
innovation as a dally newspaper. On
March 2, 1840, just three months after
1ts first 1ssue, the paper ceased publi-
cation. perishing for the want of
subscribers. The Gazette's warning
became a fact, and the first efforts
to establish a dally in Trenton failed.

Concerning the demise of this pa-
per, the QGazette had the following
to say:

“Dally Emporlum—The publication
of this paper as we learn from this
morning's number 13, this day., sus-
pended. The p s say ‘the pa-
tronage received is noi sufficlent to
warrant its future publication.’ It
ig said they have already lost $800.
They promise, however, that as soon
as 1,000 subscribers are obtalned ‘the
publication of the paper will be re-
sumed In & larger and otherwise im-
proved form',

“The result is not unexpected to
us, though we regvet that the antici-
pations of the publishers have been
disappointed. Whethor they will be
able to obtaln 1,000 sudvscribers, they,
of course, are best scle to judge;
though we are certain, that subscrip-
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tions obtained on mere party grounds,
would not be likely to continue.”

-1 April, 1900, sixty years after the
daily paper suspended publication,
Henry B Howell was the only survivor
of those who had subscribed to the
publication. Mr. Howell had seen the
beginping of nearly uvery dally news-
paper pubiished in Trenton.

Both Mills and Or, Pelxotto had an
interesting association with Trenton
newspapers, Mr. Mills was an enter-

* talning character in the public eye

for many years not only as a news-
paper man but as a political leader
and Mayor of Trenton. He was
Identified with many newspaper ven-
tures in the city.

Mr. Mills was porn February 26,
1815, iIn Reading, Penna. While 2
young lad he was a post boy, carry-
ing mail and weekly newspapers to
rural districts in that section of the
State. Later he became an apprentice
in a West Chester printing shop,
where Bayard Taylor, poet and writer,
was once employed,

As a young man in nls early twen-
ties, after completing his time at the
printer’s trade, Mr. Mills came to
Trenton and was associated with
Joseph Justice, Jr., printer and pub-
lisher. In after years he was con-
nected with numerous printing shops
and publishing enterprises and when
times were dull in those llnes he
worked in the town brickyards. In
the beginning of hls career in the
newspaper publishing field, it was not
unusual for him to gather the news,
write it up and then set it in type,
in much the same manner that vil-
lage weeklies are produced today.

As- an editor and reporter Mills
gained for himself the name of
“Steeple Crown,” probably because of
the high hat that he wore. For many
years he was the Trenton representa-
tive of the Assoclated Press, and was
the first to hold & seat In that ca-
pacity in the New Jersey Legislature.

A staunch Democrat and an enter-
taining speaker with & fund of knowl-
edge, Mills was a popular figure not
only at political meetings, but also
at gatherings of various kind:. His
first public office of note was as Chlet
Burgess of the Borough of South
Trenton. He was Mayor of Trenton
several times, was a member of
council and served one term in the
State Assembly. He dled November
25, 1886. -

Dr. Danlel Levy Maduro Peixotto,
born July 18, 1800, was the eldest son
of Moses Levy Maduro Peixotto, noted
Rabbl and merchant. He was grad-
uated from Columbia College in 1818



with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
Later he was one of the editors of
the New York “Medical and Physical
Journal” and of “Gregory's Practice,”
and a contributor to the newspapers
and periodicals of his time. He was
especially well known In the newspa-
per fleld for his political writings.
Beside being editor of *“The True

as

American,” of New York City, he was
also assoclated with the “New York
Mirror.”

Dr. Pelxotto also gained distinction
as a physiclan, and was prominent
in several medical societies. For sev-
eral years he was ﬁrealdent of Wil
lloughby Medical College. He died in



CHAPTER IX

Temperance Newspapers and The Plaindealer.

. The temperance movement in the
eighteen forties and fifties led to the
publication of at ieast three news-
papers in Trenton In those two
decades.

The New Jersey Temperance Herald,
the first of them, was founded In
1844 by Willlam M. Whitely, in the
printing office of the Sheet Anchor of
Democracy Warren Street. The
initial issue was May 30, according
to an item In the Sheet Anchor,
Thursday, April 4, which reads:

“The New Jersey Temperance
Herald, a new paper, made its ap-
pearance In this city on Saturday. It
was edited by Willlam M. Whitely and
presents a very favorable appearance.
It 1s well worth the patronage of the
temperance community.”

Soon after the paper was founded
the publication office was removed to
a bullding on the south side of East
State Street, between Broad and War-
ren Streets. Lee's History of Trenton
says that its life was short.

James 8. Yard, son of Captain
Joseph Ashton Yard, was founder of
the New Jersey Weekly Visitor and
Temperance Sentinel, the second of
the Trenton papers to advocate tem-
perance. ‘Three months later his
brother, Benjamin F. Yard, became
associated with him, and from then
on for a number of years the broth-
ers were actlve in the publishing
world.

James removed from the city not
long after his brother entered the
Weekly Visitor office, and in 1847 he
sold the paper to Benjamin, who pub-
lished it until it went out of exist-
ence in 1851 or 1852.

James Sterling Yard had been a
bookkeeper for nis father who was
then in the auction business. Later
he became an apprentice in the print-
ing trade in the True American shop.

In 1848, the year after he sold out
the New Jersey Weekly Visitor and
Temperance Herald at Trenton, he
published for an assoclation at Wil-
llamsborough, Long Island, a cam-
palgn parer called the Kings County
Democrat. Two years afterward he
assisted his brother Benjamin to es-
tablish the Ocean Signal at Tom's
River. He alzo ¢ounded the Village
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Record at Hightstown and .In 1854
purchased the Munmouth Democrat.
His last paper seems t{c have been the
Long Branch News, which he founded
and conducted for several years.

At the outbreak of the Civil War,
Mr. Yard was commissioned major of
the Third New Jersey militia. He
was State Commuissioner of Rallroad
Taxation from 1873 to 1883, and in
1878 he was appointed Deputy Quar-
termaster General by Governor Mc-
Clellan.

The Reformer and New Jersey
Temperance Advocate, last of the
temperance newspapers, began as a
monthly publication, November, 1851.
The paper was founded by a local
association, with Henry B. Howell
named as publishing agent. Subse-
quently Mr. Howell became the pro-
prietor and editor. In 1852, the Rev.
T. Crane was corresponding editor.
He resigned during the year. In later
issues the name of E. W. Jackson
appears as assistant editor.

The paper subsequently was issued
twice a month and later it appeared
weekly,

Henry B. Howell was the most dis-
tinguished of Trenton's temperance
advocates. He was the leading figure
in the local organization of the Sons
of Temperance and for many years
alded' the cause both with labor and
money. He had a cheerful disposition
and was of a philanthropic turn of
mind. In 1856 he was one of the
members of the association that
launched The Republican for the
cause of Preemont and Dayton, Re-
publican candidates for the presi-
dency and vice oresidency.

For many years Mr, Howell con<
ducted & small toy shop on the west
side of Warren Street, near Front
Street. With his rnow-white hair and
under-chin beard, he was not unlike
Kris Kingle, and he has been referred
to as Trenton's “patron saint of
childhood.” As most of his stock in
trade consisted of penny goods, his
place was popular with the children,
and through the many years he kept
the shop he acquired the name of
penny” Howell. He died at the ad-
vanced age of 92 at a short distance
from his toy store.

The Plaindesler (also written “Plain



Dealer,” {n newspaper references to it)
was an anti-monopoly paper, founded
in 1845 or in the two years following.
Lee, In his “History of Trenton.,”
claims it began in 1845, and names
Joseph C. Potts and John C. Webster
as the founders. On the other hand,
Raum, in his “History of Trenton,”
gives Joseph C. Potts and Gregory A.
Perdicaris as the founders. As far as
is known at this time not a single
copy of The Plaindealer has been un-
earthed, and it Is doubtful if an ac-
curate account of the beginning of
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the paper will be written until some
early issues are brought to light.

In 1847, Messra, Potts and Perdi-
caris were the owners and publishers.
Mr. Potts, a lawyer, was at one time
assoclated with the Trenton Gas
Light Company and other local bust-
ness concerns. He was editor and
publisher of the New Jersey Register,
a law publication. He was alsc an
Incorporator of the Mercer Cemetery
Company.

The Plaindealer was discontinued
when 1t was merged with the Trenton
Dally News.



CHAPTER X

Campaign Papers—Democratic Union, Sheet Anchor of
Democracy, The Clay Banner and The True Democrat.

George T. Olmstead. independent
capdidate for sherif of Mercer
County, had the assistance of the
Democratic Unlon in his ign

the name of The Trenton Journal.
This came out in weekly and tri-
weekly editlons, ut;ut the tri-weekly

In fact the paper was issued In 1843
solely to promote his election. Raum,
in his History of Trenton, says that
Mr. Olmstead ran on the first irregu-
lar ticket ever put before the voters
in this county.

When Captain Joseph Yard, new
owner of the Emporilum and True
American, converted his paper into
a Tyler journal in 1843, the Dem-
ocracy of the State was aroused. The
move was 50 entirely at variance with
the desires of most of the party lead-
ers, who were supporters of General
Lewis Cass for the office of President.,
that they requested Franklin 8. Mills
to launch an opposition paper. This
he did. The new paper had the sig-
nificant name of The Sheet Anchor
of Democracy. .

Late In March or early April, Mr.
Mills issued his prospectus of the pro-
posed new newspaper. The Gazette
commenting on the proposal remarked
that Mills, late editor of the Em-
porlum, “has issued a prospectus of
a new weekly and tri-weekly . . .
determined that Tyler men shall not
have the exclusive privilege.

The 8Sheet Anchor came from the
press Tuesday, April 26.* Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays were publi-
catlon days for the tri-weekly edi-
tlons, and Fridays for the weekly. The
tri-weekly sold for two cents a cOpy.

Encouraged by its reception, Mills
issued the paper April 29 of the Yoi-
lowing year in larger size, The tri-
weekly publication days were then
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Another year and Trenton haad séen
the last of the Sheet Anchor. Mr,
Mills informed nis public July 11,
1845, that his Interest In the journal
would cease the following day. He
had sold it and the printing shop to
Robert Gosman, who had been con-
nected with the editorial department
tor three months, Gosman, in the
same issue, announced that he would
continue the newspaper, but under

*State Gazette, April 27. 1843,
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was p March or April,
1846, It is said that the weekly was
-eventually merged with the Em-
porium and True American.

Shortly before Mr, Mills sold the
paper he had printed In it a business
directory of Trenton, probably the
gr%t of its kind ‘n tthe town. 'I‘rentctn?l

ad no regular City Directory un
1864-55. g

Charles W. Jay entered the fleld of
newspaper publishing in 1844, with a
vigorous Whig paper advocating
Henry Clay for President in opposi-
tion to James K. Polk. Like other
campaign papers, the existence of the
Clay Banner was very brief. The
paper, published at 5 Second Street.
had as {ts motto, “Never despair of
the Republic.” A single copy dated
July 17, 1844, is owned by the New
Jersey Historical Soolety. That re-
veals {ts price, for it contains the
announcement “Terms 50 cents until
Henry Clay la elected president."”

Of the fifty ur more newspapers
that have been published In Irenton,
The True Democrat undoubtedly had
the shortest lfe. Its first 1ssue was
also its last, for as its founder later
remarked, “a capital of 30 dollars was
not sufficient basis upon which to
found a newspaper permanently.”

Yet In spite of its brief existence
and its slight capital investment, the
True Democrat managed to achleve
national fame. This came through
running the name of General Zachary
Taylor, a candldate for President. on
the banner head. In fact the paper,
according to an urticle that appeared
November 15, 1848, in the State Ga-
zette, was founded for the sole pur-
pose of advancing the clalms of Gen-
eral Taylor as a presidential candi-
date. The paper made {ts first and
last appearance March 27, 1846.

Either Charles W. Jay or Franklin
S. Mills was the ‘tounder of the True
Democrat, of which no existing coples
are known. In the State Gazette
article, written by the True Demo-
crat’s founder, ne claimed tha’ the



paper was the first in the United
States to name General Taylor for
President. Furthermore he contended
that it was at a public meeting held
in Trenton June 10, 1846, that the
“hero of Alto and Resaca de la Palma”
was first nominated for the high
ofice. He defended his assertion
against a claim of the Boston Herald
that on April 10, 1847, it was the
first to predict that the General
would be the next President and an-
other claim advanced by the Whigs of
Jowa that they nominated Genperal
Taylor February 22 1847,

A Dbit of research aas revealed that
General Taylor was nominated at a
public meeting held at East Ward
Hotel, Trenton, or the evening of
June 10, 1847. The resolution, written
at that time by Clarles W. Jay, fol-
lows in part:

“Resolved—That we, the citizens of
Trenton, here gssembled, without
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strict party lines o nominate General
Zachary Taylor, the hero of Palo Alto,
and Resaca de Palma, to the
Presidency of the United States, and
that we hereby united all true
hearted Republicans to unite with us
in our efforts to elevate s brave
soldler, a successful General, and a
true Republican, to that office.”

Frankiin 8. Mills was secretary of
this meeting.

The history of the True Democrat
18 not entirely clear, There was pub-
lished in the Gazette, June 8, 1847, a
proposal by Charles W. Jay to print
a paper to be called The True Demao-
crat, In view of the statement made
by the writer of the Gazette article
November 15, 1848, these must have
been two separate ventures. In the
late eighteen Bf%les another news-
paper, also called tte True Democrat,
entered the fleld, but that is another
story.



CHAPTER XI
The Trenton Daily News.

The old subscription plan of pubs
lUshing newspapers was superceded
for the first time 13 Trenton in 1846,
Just six months to the day after the
first dally had suspended publication
—March 2, 1846—a small paper, pub-
lished on a cash basis at one cent a
CcOpy. appeared in the town streets
The innovation seems to have imme-
diately found favor with the public,
and the publication gained rapidly in
circulation and lived for many years.*

The Trenton Dafly News, which ia
generally conceded to be Trenton's
second deily paper, was founded by
Franklin 8. , in assoclation with
Samuel Ralph Glenn. Mills had been
prominently identified with the firsg
dally. Glenn was an able newspaper-
man, who, after leaving the News,
was employed as a reporter by the
Plaindealer. At times he served as
editor for that paper. When he left
Trenton he went to Boston, following
a newspaper career until some time
In the eighteen fifties when he held
the office of United States Despatch
Agent there.

‘Their paper was published in a
printing office on the east side of
Warren Street, between State and
Front Streets. In commenting upon
its birth, the Gazette of March 2,
1846, says: “The Trenton Dally News,
a penny paper, makes its appearance
today. It looks well,”

The early numbners bore the motto;
“Open to all Parties—Favors to' None.”

The story of the struggle to estab-
lish the Dally News as told by Mr.
Mtills in the State Gazette, December
9, 1856, is a worthy narrative of the
time of prolific newspaper publish-
ing. His account reads:

“The sheet was a little more than
one-fourth of the size of the Dally
Gazette, but was neatly printed on
a small type, and contalned daily a
good abstract of the local and general
news, and a well-written leader from
the pen of Mr. Robert Gosman, who
was also editor of the Trenton Jour-
nal, printed in the same office. The
Dally News was started on the cash
plan and 'sold for a cent a number.
It obtalned a circulation of some

eeventeen or eighteen hundred. which
is the largest number of subscribers
ever enjoyed by a dally paper in this
city. The advertising patronage, how-
ever, was but small, and the firr fre-
quently labored under ‘severe pe-
cuniary embarrassment’—so much s0
that there were many times when the
journal was on the verge of suspen-
sion for the want of paper on which
to print it. Paper was a cash article
in those days, and as cash was the
very thing of which the Dally News
was short, the proprietors only bought
enough at one time for one {ssue, and
even then the purchase was fre-
quently delayed until 9 or 10 o'clock
in the evening. But the money never
failed to be obtalned from some quar-
ter, and the Dally News appeared with
the regularity of the sun.”

In conjunction with the dally,
Messrs. Mills and Glenn issued a week-
ly paper entitled “The Dollar Weekly
News," so-called because the price of
subscription was a dollar a year.

It 1s doubtful if any copy of this
paper is in existence. Even mention
of it is very rare. In an odd copy
of the Dally News, July 2, 1846, owned
by the Trenton Free Publle Library,
appears the following: !

*‘The Dollar Weekly News' of to-
morrow will be an unusually rich
number. This interesting family

.newspaper Is gradually growing into

43

popularity.
year.” .,

In the Fall or earller the' Daily
News was removed to a small printing
shop on the south side of Hanover
Street between Broad and Warren
Streets. The late joseph Trler, who
was employed in the shop when a boy,
mentions the place in his remini-
scences published in the Sunday
Times Advertiser more than ten years
ago. .

Shortly after the paper was
founded, Mr, Glenn left the firm, and
late In the same year (1846) Mr. Mills
sold the enterprise to Willlam B.
Brittaln and Edward C. Jones, then
the publishers of “The Emporium
and True American.” At the time
of the purchase the Emporium was
united with the Newark Evening Post
with Samuel G. Arnold; a capable

Price only One Dollar a



newspaperman, as edltor, Arnold was
retaiped in the editorial chalr, and
both papers were continued by the
new -owners.t

With the issue of March 20, 1847,
the paper appeared in enlarged size,

g the names of Arnold and
Brittaln, publishars, and with special
announcement to its subscribers:

“The constantly {ncreasing patron-
age bestowed upon our little unpre-
tending sheet warrants us in ‘annex-
ing more territory’ to its domains,
thus keeplng pace with the everlast-
Ing Anglo-Saxon spirit of the age.”

The paper was then published at
Second and Greene, now State and
Broad Streets, the same corner where
lsasc Collins had his jrinting office.

The “Trenton Daily News” was then
printed on a power press whose run-
ning so annoyed the tenent in the
adjolning office that he obtalned an
injunction prohlbiting the proprietors
from operating the mechanism, set-
ting fo.th in his petition that his rest
was disturbed and his housa damaged
by the vibration.

The proprietors had been for some
time contemplating a removal o
other quarters, but the action of the
enraged tenant, hastened thelr de-
clsion, and late In October the press
was removed to a building In the rear
of Isaac Dunn's Sash and Blind Fac-
tory, on the north side of Stnta Street
along Petty's Run. Early in Decems-
ber the office was removed to the
same place.

Mr. Dunn lost no time in making
good use of the new enterprise as B
landmark to deslgnate the location
of his factory, as Indicated in one of
his advertisements ln the State Ga-
zette In 1848:

“Sash & Blind Factory, No. 46 West
State Street, near the Btate House
and in front of the office ot the ‘Tren-
ton Daily News’., 1. Dunn,”

In removing to the vicinity of
Petty's Run, the proprietors of the
Dslly News decided upon a cheap and
singular means to operate the press.
A water wheel was brought into use
and the water of the little stream
furnished the power, the first and
only printing press ever operated in
this imnanner in Trenton.

The late John Briest, founder o!
the second Emporium in Trenton, In
speaking of the unique plant of the
Dally News. in his reminiscences pub-
lished In & local paper years 8go,
gives i1t the following mention:

“While the paper (Trenton Dally

tHistory of Trenton, Vol. 2, 7832.--
Sketch of marlum. State Ouene. No-

vember 28, 185

News) was In possession of Brittain
and Jones they p a second-
hand Hoe flat-bed press which would
print four pages of the Dally News
and State Gazette at ons impression,
and put it in & bullding in the rear
of Dunn's sash and blind factory on
Willow Street where it was run by
water power from Petty’s Run which
was then an open stream of - some
force. In the season of freshets the
water often caused considernble
trauble and delayed the i{ssue of the
papera.”

One of the fresnets rererred to by
Mr. Briest 15 mentioned by the State-
Gazette of June 21, 1848. The news-
paper reports that the office of the
Daily News had been flooded the
previgus day, #ith damage to ma-
terfals resulting in the non-publica-
tion of the paper. On this occasion
Petty's Run bad done cousiderable
damage in its course through Tren-
ton from Clossen’s turning mill on
Pennington Avenue to the Delawsare
River.

Joseph C. Potts snd QGregory A.
Perdicaris were proprietors of “The
Plalndealer,” an anti-monopoly news-
paper especially opposed tc the jolnt
companles, Camden and Amboy Rafl-
road-Delaware and Raritan Canal con-
solidation and thelr appendages, when
in 1847, it engaged in a battle with
the “Trenton Dally Newa.” This was
“the most malignant, vindictive and
venemous that we ever remember to
have read or seen,” says The State
Gazette, November 28, 1856, in a re-
view of the life of the Emporium.

“Eath represented his oppounent as
dishonest, corrupt and treacherous,
and mutually sccused each other of
all the crimes 'known. besides some

¥ in for the fon.”

It must be remembered that the
Journalism of the day was intensely
personal and it was not infrequent
for editors on opposite sides of an
issue to engage In verbal sparring
mitches, the <haracter of which
makes present-day rewspaper writing

These old newspaper flles
would shock many a modern reader.
Edltors called & apade hy its right
name and always had a reserve stock
of namea to fall back upon. The
wonder of it Is that they managed to
keep out of jail.

While the forces on both sides were
lining up for the fray, "Charlie” Jay,
town wit and satirlst who was con-
tlnually in a wrangle, made a timely
eppearance as reporter for the Dally
News. Always ready for a good fight.
Jay lost no time in getting into
action. When ne entered upon his




dutles, “The Plaindealer,” greeted him
by saying “that tarmer—not John—
but Jay, had beecn listed as ‘Captaln
of the Organ'.” The rebuke then
went on to remark that Mr, Arnold,
editor of the paper, “had been re-
duced to the rank of first lleutenant,”
and “Mr. B.”, referring to William B.
Brittain, one of the owners, “to the
rank of second leutenant.”

During the course of the battle, the
Dally News alluded to Mr. Potts as
the “Turk,” the *legal pick-pocket™”
and “limber consclence,” and Mr. Per-
dicaris was called *Perdicurious or
Grace of the Potts, and “Perd!. the
Greek. or Potts’ bull-headed man,
Friday.” On the other hand "“The
Plaindealer” called Jay a “rowdy with
the honesty of a highwayman.”

Samuel Ralph Glenn, who was a
reporter for “The Plaindealer,” after
he left the Dally News, was a special
target for Jay's sharp shafts of
satire. Glenn, nowever, was Ifairly
good at throwing mud, and he once
remarked that:

*“Thick skulls are by no means a
rare commodity in the region of the
Daily News office.” This, of course,
brought a qulick retort from Jay, who
was probably the most individual and
therefore the most interesting of all
of Trenton's early journalists. With
a witty and satiric pen, which he
seemed frequently to dip in vitriol, he
managed to keep the town either in
a state of fury or uproar nearly all
of the time. As venturesome as he
was fearless, he was probably the
founder of more journals of short
duration than any editor of hls day
in New Jersey.

Stories of unlimited number could
be told of some of Jay's escapades.
On one occasion a Jersey City editor
and poet, whose verses had been
mercilessly ridiculed by Jay, made a
special trip to Trenion to chastise the
local iconoclast. Jay met his enemy
with an invitation o take a nip from
his favorite flask, and before the day
was over the two more embracing
each other with terms of endearment
and occasional bursts of song. This
was the beginning of a life-long
friendship.

Jay loved to Aght so well that it
never mattered to which side he lent
his talents.. As a Republican editor
he could dart the editorial rapler to-
ward the Democrats just as effectively
as he did toward the Republicans
when he took the Democratic side.
To him journalism was truly a game
in which the player had as much fun
as his audlence.

Jay was born at Lamberton, now a

part of Trenton. As a boy he worked
in the local brickyards,

In a little book, “My New Home in
Northern Michigan,” Jay summed up
his journalistic career:

“I wrote as the numeor happened to
direct or necessity impelled, Care-
less of what I said, indifferent to
public opinion, reckless of the effect
upon my personal, interest, I ‘went
In’ on the Irish injunction of ‘where~
ever you see a head, hit it'.”

He died in Michigan, December 8,
1884. While still living in Trenton
he was City Clerk In 1848-50.

Despite all the apparent bitterness
engendered by several months ot
verbal “mud slinging.” the owners of
the two parers jolned hands and
discontinued the publication of “The
Plaindealer.” Concerning this pur-
chase the Gazette in its review of
tae Emporium had the following to
say:

“Notwithstanding 1l this (the bat-
tle between the two papers), the 'co-
hesive power ot public plunder’
brought them together. The Piain-
dealer was an anti-monopoly journal
of the flercest kind, while the real
owners of the True American (Em-
porilum and True American) were
gentlemen largely Interested in the
work of the Jjoint companles, but
even this did not prove any obstacle
in the way of union and accordingly
on the 21st of September (1847), the
day before the meeting of the Demo-

. cratic State Convention the last num-
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ber of the Plaindealer was Issued with
an announcement that all breeches
had been healed snd that ‘local causes
should no longer aivide Democracy of
the State".”

When the merger took place, Mr.
Arnold resigned as edlitor and Brittaln
and Jones retired as active members
of the firm, Mr, Brittaln became
identified with other publishing in-
terests. He dled in Philadelphia Dec.
6, 1857. He was at the time, a resi-
dent of Ewing Township. Potts and
Perdicarls “assumed the edlitorial con-
trol and nominal partnership.”*

Mr. Perdicaris, &« native of Greece,
came to the United States when he
was a young man, settling in Boston.
He had been in the country but a
few years when he began the study of
law. In 1837 he was appointed
United States Consul to Greece. Re-
signing his consulship In 1845 he re-
turned to his adopted land. In the
next year he came to Trenton and

*Sketch of Emporium,
Nov. 28, 1858.

State Gazette,



wes soon identified with a number of
enterprises in the town. He dled In
Tangiers, Morocco, April 18, 1883, and

was buried In the European Cemetery
m that city.

As an American citizen living in
Moroceco, his son, lon Hanford Perdl-
caris, gained international notice in
1504 when he was captured and held
for ransom by the bandit chilef
Raisull. “Perdicaris alive or Ralsull
dezd,” was the famous ulilmatum
issued by President Roosevelt, which
reulted in the freedom of the pris-
oner.

Charley Jay had been off the staff
of the Dally News since June, leaving
at that time with the expectation of
Jjoining the army for Mexico. On Jan-
u 1, 1848, Potts and Perdicaris
pought the Brittain and Jones in-
terest and after a transfer of shares
held by others was msade, the former
proprietors of The Plaludealer became
sole aowners of the Dally News-
Emporium newspapers.t Mr. Mills
then a reporter for the News was re-
lieved of his position by the new
cwners. Potts and Perdicaris were
eventually succeeded by Samuel J.
Bayard, a newspaperman of wide ex-
perlence.

During the life or the “Trenton
Dafly News" the confitet broke out
with Mexico, and for the first time
war extras were issued in Trenton,
each paper fighting to be the first to
get an fssue on the streets. News of
the engagements at Buena Vista,
Saltillo and Monterey were featured.

tState Gazette, January 1, 1849.
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The race between the Dally News,
Gazette and Plaindealer was keen, and
the News on May 10, 1847, sald with
enthusiasm:

“On Saturday last by special ex-
press tor the Daﬂy News, which was
brought from Bristol in less than
forty minutes, we were enabled to get
out an extra contalning the import-
ont news of the victory at Cerro
Gordo, i advauce of the other papers
of this city. . . "

In the evening the office “was
splendidly illuminated in commem-
oration of the several bnttles by our
brave soldiers in sexico.”

Early in November, 1848, Morris R,
Hamilton came into on of the
Daily News-Emporium papers. At the
time the announcement of the pur-
chase was made the publication office
wes at 40 Greene (Broad) Street, next
door to the City Hall. The printing
shop, 1t would seem, had not yet been
removed from the uuilding on Petty's
Run, for Mr. Brilest in hls published
reminiscences concerning that place
says that “when Mr. Hamllton pur-
chased the paper he put In a second-
hand press with doub]e eylinders,
which was run with a walk-around
horse power. the horse having been
used for a similar power by Bamuel
McClurg in his porter and ale brew-
ery on Broad Street, opposite
Academy."” :

Soon after the purchase was made,
the Emporium and Dally News both
lost their identity as separate papers,
and out of this merger came the re-
vived “True American,” a daily and
weekly .publication.



CHAPTER XII

The Jetfersonian, Daily Trentonian, Daily True Democrat,
Republican Privateer, Mercer Standard and Daily Republican

Between 1848 and 1882 when the
Trenton Evening Times brought an

afternoon journal to the people of,

Trenton, more than a score of news-
papers were established here, Few of
them survived sny length of time,
and little is known of most of them.

When Martin VanBuren was the
Free Soll Party candidate for the
presidency in 1848, Franklin 8. Mills
and Alexander M. Johnston published
The Jeffersonfan to advance his
cause. Like many of these vanished
campalgn sheets, a copy of The Jef-
fersonian would be a rarity today.
The Gazette on December 9, 1856,
sald of ft:

“It was a spicy sheet and labored
energetically for the success of its
doomed candidates. It was published
for about three months, and then
the election being over, was finally
discontinued."”

The Dally Trentonian followed the
Jeffersonian. It was published by
Charles W. Jay, Franklin S. Mills and
Joseph Justice, Jr., who issued It
from the famous publishing corner
at State and Broad Streets. The in-
{tial number of the paper was fssued
November 15, 1849, The next day the
Gazette sald: ‘

“The Dally Trentonian made its ap-
pearance yesterday, full of life, vi-
vacity and humor, We welcome 1t
cheerfully into existence, and will
bear an occasional rap at 1ts hand, in
consideration of the fun we expect
to find in its columns.”

An article in the Gazette, December
9, 1856, says that the Trentonian was
a "“Democratic paper and regarded as
the Thomson branch of the party.”
Furthermore, it says, “nearly its whole
career was & campaign against the
Daily News or True Amerlcan . . .
a war which was bitterly personal,
and which led to some flerce attacks
from the other side.”

The paper lived for a year or more
when it suspended publication. Sub-
sequently it was revived by Jay in
conjunction with Israel Wells and
Asher Beatty, but soon passed out of
existence.

The True Democrat, A penny dally
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afternoon paper, was launched No-
vember 11, 1857, by Augustus Green
and John Briest, Jr. Benjamin Moor-
house was the reporter., The office
of publication was 35 East State
Street,

©On January 30 of the next year Mr.
Green, who was the editor, retired,
hls successor being Mr. F, F. Patter-
son. In February the office was re-
moved to the fourth story, Cook
Bullding, next door to the City Hall.
In April Mr, Patterson left the busi-
ness and the publication of the paper
was continued by Mr. Briest. On
June 12 it suspended publication,

Then canie the Daily True Demo-
crat, the older True Democrat revived.
The first issue was put out Septem-
ber 13, 1858, when a new numeration
was begun. F. P. Patterson was the
new editor and publisher. He had
been connected with the old paper
as editor. The office of the publica-
tion was 48 West State Street.

In conjunction with the Dally True
Democrat. Mr. Patterson ran a weekly,
called the Weekly True Demaocrat.
Later others were assoclated with him
in the publication of these two news-
papers. and the firm was known as
Patterson and Company. In 1859 J.
Madison Drake was reporter for the
dally.

In one of the exlsting odd numbers
of the early sixtles appears this
motto: “If any one attempts to pull
down the American Flag shoot him
on the spot.”

The True American, October 24,
1861, published the statement:

“We are authorized to say that the
publication of the True Democrat will
be suspended for a few days, In
view of some of the changes in the
office.”

Charles W. Jay launched another
campalign paper in 1852. It was the
Republican  Privateer, supporting
Franklin Plerce, then a candldate for
President. _After the electlon of
Plerce, the paper was discontinued.

Three years later, according to
Raum's History of Trenton, Enoch R.
Borden began a weekly paper, the



Free Press, of which practically noth-
ing is known, .

No existlng coples are known of the
Mercer Standard, publzhed in 1854,
and the Evening Express, 1857, two
publications of James Madison Drake,
a printer, who was one of the plc-
turesque figures of earlier Trenton.
The first number of the Mercer
Standard was Issued July 26, 1854,
{from « printing office in Perry Street.
It began as a small sheet, but was
enlarged a few months later. The
True American sald of 1t, July 29,
1854:

“Mercer Standard-—This is the title
et a neatly-printed sheet published
in this city by Madison Drake, No. 53
Perry Street. It will appear every
other Saturday, at two cenis per
copy. The editor makes rn excellent
number. He is a young man, just
starting into life, and from what we
know of him, deserves to be patron~
ized."” The paper later became a
weekly.

In July, 1857, Drake founded the
“Evening Express,” & penny paper.
The Gazette gave 1t the followlng
greeting:

“We mentlon at this time the ap-
pearance of a new paper in our midst,
called the Evening Express, published
by Mr. James Madison Drake. It
propries to take no part in politics,
bu’ will edvocate cuch geners! and
focal matters as will be of the greatest
good to the greatest number.
paper is small, but, as the publisher
very Justly remarks, ‘people should
not expect too much for a cent.’ Mr.
Dmke seems to be a deserving young
man.”’

John J. Cleary, In the History of
‘Trenton, " gives the following brief
sketch of Mr. Drake:

“J. Madison Drake. who started the
Mercer Standard (& weekly} In 18564,
enlisted in the Civil War and later
organized Drake's Zousves. Subse-
quently he took up his residence in
Ellzabeth, but loved occaslonally to
‘return to the old home town, and at
the head of nhis colorful command.
shaking his unshorn locks, parade
‘Trenton's streets asmid admiring
plaudits of a host of friends, includ-
ing tbe printing fraternity. It was
an interesting circumstance that
Drake, his father, two brothers and
sister all ‘worked at the case® in this
city at various times.”

Mr. Drake gainced more prominence
In the press at Elizabsth than at
Trenton. On July 29, 1889, he issued
the first numbher of the “Elizabeth
Dally Leader.” Later he issued the
“Sunday Leader,” which suspended

publication tn February, 18p0. His
last venture was the “Daily Monitor."

When Cornelius W. Tolles, new
owner of the Gazette, in 1856, sub-
stituted the names of Fillmore and
Donelson at the mast-head of the
paper in the place of Fremont and
Dayton, the officlal Republican
standard bearers for the presidency
and vice presidency, an assaclation
1ssued a rival sheet. James T. Sher-
man was edltor. and Henry Harron
was In charge of the printing depart-
ment, This paper was the “Dally
Republican,” printed f{n the shop of
- Henry B. Howell in a building that
stood on the south slde of East State
Street. between Bro:d and warren,
on the site of the shop In which the
True American was founded. The
business office of the publication was
in the old Clty Hall Bullding.

A weekly edltlon ot the “Dally Re-
publican*™ was lstued in conjunction
with the dally.

After the electlon the paper came
into the hands of Mr. Howell. Late
in June, 1857. Jacch L. Bwayze pur-
chased it and vested its management
and editorial control in Jacch R.
‘Freese. In commenting upon the
change, the True American, July 1,
remarked:

“The ‘Datly Republican' has passed
from the ediforial charge of Mr. H.
B. Howell, who has for several months,
under great difficulty, faithfully and
earnestly advocated its principles and
views of the ‘rer.ublican party’.”

Mr. Breese changed the name of the
paper to “New Jersey Republican,”
the {nit{al issue unaer that name be-
ing July 1, 1857. On July 18, Mr.
Swayze merged the paper with the
QGazette, wiuh the followlng announce-~
ment appearing in the old established
journal: y .

‘“The causes which led last Fall to
the publication of two papers in thls
city, in opposition to the Demacratic
party, now no longer exists. Conse-
quently, 1t has veen the desire for
same time past of the friends of
both journals, to see them.united on
a common platform of reform in our
Natlonal and State Governments, . . .
This has at length been accomplished
and tomorrow the frst number of
the united journals will be lssued
under the title of The Btate Gazette
and New Jersey Republican, under
the edltorial charge of the present
editors of both of these papers.”

The united papers, however, did not
appear with the lengthy title as
given in this anpnouncement. "Dally
State Gazette and Republican™ was
the title selected, and this appeared
July 17, 1857.
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CHAPTER XIII

Wide Awake, Literary Album, The Gable, Daily Monitor,
New Jersey Volunteer, Union Sentinel, The
Evening Argus.

Detective and

Late In July or early in August of
1860 a small campaign sheet called
Wide Awake was issued in the town,
and a weekly paper entitled The Lit-

rary Album appeared in 1867. Dur-
ing the eighteen fiftles and sixiies a
Democratic sheet called The Gable
was published for a brief time.

Probably the first newspaper issued
from the printing' office of Murphy
and Bechtel, at the northwest corner
of Broad and State Streets, Trenton’s
second greatest publishing corner of
historical interest, was the Monitor,
a morning daily with a weekly edi-
tlon. The daily issue, entitled
Trenton Dally Monitor, began
January 27, 1864, flying the motto:
“Shall maintain independence of all
party views and measures.” Dorsey
Gardiner, editor and founder, had his
office in the rear of the bullding.

Fred E, Goodrich became assistant
editor in July, 1864, The followinz
March the office of publication was
removed to a printing shop in Warren
Street, and on April 1, the daily was
changed from a morning to an after-
noon paper. For a short time Frank
W. Potter, a native of Malne, who
from March, 1873, to June, 1876, was
United States Consul at Marseilles,
was reporter for tnat paper.

The Monitor was purchased by the
Gazette in 1865, and i{ts publication
was discontinued. At the time of
the purchase the paper had 172 daily
subscribers and 500 weekly sub-
scribers, most of the latter in clubs
ralsed by the Raritan and Delaware
Bay Rallroad Company.*

The Iirrepressible “Charlte” Jay was
publishing another campalgn paper
in 1865. This time it was the New
Jersey Volunteers that made its debut
July 2'7. It was orinted in the shop
of Murphy and Bechtel, at Broad and
State Streets. This paper, issued
every Thursday, advocated Marcus L.
Ward, of Essex County, for Governor.

The New Jersey Volunteer managed
to crowd a good deal of bitter mud-

*State Gazette. August 13. 1869,
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slinging into its vrief life. The battle
was waged agalnst The True Ameri-
can and {ts owners, the Naars. In
fact, much of Jay's paper was de-
voted to attacking the Democratic
organ, which it referred to as the
“Copperhead True American.” The
Naars were characterized as “Copper-
heads,” hecause of their sympathy for
the Southern cause,

The Volunteer suspended publica-
tion when Mr. Ward was elected
Governor. A complete file, which is
probably the only one of a Trenton
campaign newspaper, is owned by the
New Jersey Historical Soclety In
Newark. An odd copy 18 owned by
Monmouth County Historical Soclety
at Freehold.

There was a very brle! interval be-
tween the demise of the New Jersey
Volunteer and Mr. Jay's new venture,
The Union Sentlnel, a weekly paper.
It came out March 1, with the motto:
“The Congress of the United States
is the Main Bul'wark of the Netional
Safety.” About six months later, M.
Gillingham became associated with it.
He soon retired and Henry Hough-
talling and John C. Parsons became
assoclated with Mr Jay’'s paper. Par-
sons remained about two years and
a half, when he retired from the

In May, 1870, Jay issued the first
number of the Daily Sentinel, which,
during its lifetime, also bore the titles,
Daily State Sentinel and Dally
Evening 8State Sentinel. Jacobh R.
Freese purchased the paper in the
fall of 1870, Theodore W. Freese,
hrnther of the owner, was the editor.

The Detective, with offices in
Newark and in ‘Trenton, was issued
every Thureday, beginning June 1.
1871, Charles W. Jay was the editor,
with office at 17 West Front Street.
‘The motto of this publication was
“Strike! But Hear Me.”

Willlam B. Van Nortwick, a new-
comer in the local newspaper fleld,
published the Evening Argus Saturday
evening., November 16, 1872. It was a
penny daily, printed at 14 East State



Street.
manager.
The Argus took for its motta: “Pro
Bono Publica” (For the Fublic Good),
and its pages aside from the dally
column was largely devoted 10 com-
merce, manufacturing and agricul-
ture. Van Nortwick was of a sta-
tistical turn of mind and meny of
his specinl articles were about local
trade and industry. The paper had

A. F. Dusche was buslness

an anti-monopoly pallcy, and was
especially opposed to the rallroad
comblnes of the day. In January,
1873, the Argus announced with pride
that jt was the ouly penny afternocon
paper in Treaton, and it claimed to
have a circulgtion from 1.200 to 1,500
copies dally. Notwithstanding that
fact it was destined to a quick end,
and on August 15, 1873, the paper an-
nounced that with that issue it sus-
pended publication for & brief period.



CHAPTER XIV

Dalily Public Opinion, Weekly Public Opinion, The Eve-
ning Star, Trenton Herald, Evening Journal, The
Programme, Daily Free Press, The Senti-
nel and The Emporium.

A literary and religious paper with
a local news department wes issued
from the printing shop ot Willlam 8.
Sharp, south side of State Street be-
tween Broad and Warren S:rects, Jan-
uary 1, 1874. It was the Dally Publiz
Opinlon. Willlam 8. and E. W. Sharp
were the publishers and L. Field
Whitbeck was editor.

Some time before 1875 the criab-
lshment was removed to the Aiham-

It was the motto: “The Pen s
mightier than the sword.”

For a time Edward 8. Ellis was
editor of the Public Opinion. Haz
later gained fame as an author of
juvenlle stories, hlstories and other
works,

Willlam 8. Sharp was another ot
the many picturesque characters in
the history of Trenton newspagers
Although he once operated one of
the largest book and job printing
shops in the State, later years found
him In straltened clrcumstances.

PICTURESQUE HEADING OF WEEKLY

Public Opinion had probably the most remarkeble heading ever
used for any Trenton paper. It covered mnearly one-fifth of the front
page and was unusual for its size as well as for its elaborate
decoration.

bra. Bullding on the site of the pres-
ent Lincoln Theatre. On May 1, the
Dally Public Opinion announced that
it would suspend publication with
that number. ‘This was probably the
end of the daily edition. The weekly,
known as the Weekly Pubiic Oplnlon,
was continued for two or three years.
Of all Trenton's newspapers, the
weekly had the most picturesque
heading. It covered nearly one-fifth
of the front page and embellished in
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.ton";

His misfortunes never marted his
very genial disposition, which he re-
tained until hls death.

His last shop in Trenton was at
the southeast corner of West State
Street and Chancery Lane. Among
the notable works that bear the im-
print of his establishment are Hill's
“History of the Church In Burling-
a second editlon of Smith's
“History of the Colony of Nova-
Caesarla, or New Jersey,” and “Lives



of the Lord Chancellors 61 England.”
A number of the latter-dsy printers
of Trenton were once members Of the
Sharp force,

The Evening Star,. a dally after-
noon paper, was founded Mny 10,
1875, by Messrs. Morrls and Quick
This new publication received the
following comment from The True
American, May 12, 1875:

“On Monday afternoon a lively little
sheet glorying in the name of the
Evening Star, made Its debut and
cast Jtself loose upcn the grest sea
of public patronage. It 13 well gotten
up, and promises to be & "

was Issued by William Arnell, a prin-
ter, in the Interest of Taylor Opera
House. The paper contained some
gossip and local news and was dis-
tributed gratuitously.

Chasles W. Jay and Charles B
Yard, formerly foreman of the Ga-
zette printing office, issued the frst
number of a paper entitled The Dally
Free Press January 18, 18768, Men-
tlon of the initial iasue was made by
;he Weekly Public Opinion two days
ater.

The Sentlnel, a weekly organ de-

In July, Morris retired from the
firm and the paper was continued

by Willlam H. Quick. The office of
* publication was on State Street, be-
ween Warren and Broad,

Capiain Erpest C. Stahl whose
active participation in the civic and
cultural lite of Trenton ns well as
his career as & Rewspaperman made
him long a famillar figure to Tren-
tontans, came upon the stage tn 1875
as publisher of the Trenton Herald
He published it for years in conjunc-
tlon with the New Jersey Staats
Journal, which was printed In Ger-
man

In the early eighteen elghtles both
of these pers were printed in
Stanl's printing establishment In the
old State Bank Buillding that stood
at the northwest corner of Warren
and Bank Streets. The Trenton
Hersld was a weekly publication
bearlng the motto: “Justice o All*

Another evening newspaper making
a bld for popularity was L. Field
Whitbeck's Evening  Journsl. This
was advertlsed az the only Republl-
can alterncon paper published in
Trenton. A small penny sheet, it
was printed at the Pubile Opinion
Office, Warren Street, and made its
first appesrance in 1875. Mr. Whit-
beck had formerly been with Public
Opinton.

In commenting upon the Evening
Journal, the Jate Willlam K. Dev-
ereux, whose reminlscences were pub-
Hished from time to time In John J.
Cleary's articles in the Sunday Times-
Advertiser., remarked:

“The Evening Journal attracted
small notice unt!l Whitbeck en-
gineered a religious controversy be-
tween Rev. Elizlah Luces of the Plrat
Baptist Church, and Rev. Patrick
Byrne. pastor of old 8t. John's Cath-
olic Church, which quadrupled the
circulation for several months.”

For several years Mr, Whitbeck was
manager of Taylor Operas House.

In September, 1375, The Programme
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JOHN BRIEST '

Editor of The Emporium and
prominent Trenton newspaper
man of his day. He was an-
other former Mayor of Trenlon.

voted to the interests of the Negro.
was founded in May, 1880, under the
name of The Expositor. by R. Henr!
Herbert, member of one of Trenton's
most promlpent old-time colored
famlijes. The office of- the publica~
tion was In the second atory of &



bullding at 4 North Grecne Street,
now North Broad.

The Sentinel was a four-page.
twenty column paper, conta:ning edi-
torials. articles of a literary nature
‘and a local department.

Mr. Herbert, editor and owner, was
for several years connected with a
paper in Plainfleid In 1874 he re-
turned to Trenton and from then
untll 1878 he was employed on the
Dafly Sentinz] and the Free Press.
For about & year ne taught tn a local
public school, and for sevaral years
was doorkeeper ot the New Jersey
Senate. .

John Brlest, a printer and foreman
of the True Amertican printing office.
was publisher of the Emporium, a
penny dally, that became popular for
its newsy qualities. It was lssued
August 5, 1867, from a fr.n‘inz offi-e
that occupied the second flcor of o
frame bullding at the northeast cor-
ner of Warren and Hanover Streets.
Beginning in an humble way. Mr.
Briest built up a substantial circula-
tion. He introduced into local jour-
nallsm some new features. among
which was the custom of publizhing
names of persons arriving at local
hotels, an nnovation that was exceed-
ingly novel in its day.

The cheapness of the paper also had
{ts effect upon the subscription lists,

and at one time Mr Briest's Em-
porium boasted the largest circulation
tn the city. Assuclated with the
owner as business manager was John
B. Faussett, father of John D. Faus-
sett, law librarlan at the New Jersey
State Library. Charles Briest, brother
of the owner, was reporter,

The Emporium was published oy
Mr. Briest for 25 years, during which
time he clalmed to have lssued the
first eight-page paper in Trenton.

Briest's Emporium was later pub-
lished in a building on the north side
of East State Btreet, near Mont-

gomery. .

In 1892 Mr. Briest sold his news-
paper to 8t. George Kempson, of
Middlesex County, who subsequently
removed it to Perth Amboy.

Mr. Briest was another newspaper
publisher who found time to devote
to civic aftairs. In 1871 he was
clected Mayor of Trenton on the
Democratic ticket. The term of office
was one year, and Mr. Briest had the
distinction of being reelected each
succeeding year until 1875. He after-
ward was city comptroller. school
trustee and excise commissioner. He
was born in Trenton November 11,
1838, and recelvad hils education at
the Trenton Academy. While report-
ing he was a correspondent for the
New York Herald and other metro-
politan newspapers.



CHAPTER XV
Trenton Evening Times.

A new era in journalism in Trenton
began when on TIhursday afterncon,
October 12, 1882, there appeared the

first fssue of a newspaper that was
destined to have a great influence
upon the future history, not only of
Trenton newspapers, but of the city
{tself This waa The Trenton Times
a breezy. four-page journal, with its
choicest bits of local and telegraphic
news on tie first page, and a clean
type face which esasily set It apart
from its focal competitors.

The paper, which announced at the
top of its editorial columns that f{t
was to be publlsaed “every afternoon
in the year (Sundays excepted)"” was
frst issued from the printing office
of Edward Fitzgeorge, southwest cor-
ner of Greene (Broad) and State
Streets The first proprietor was the
Times Publishing Company. Law-
rence S. Mott was tounder and editor.

In a leading ed'torial, “The Times
and Its Mission,” the publication set
forth its aim:

“That Trenton neeis a newspaper
admits of no doubt. It has been a
standing disgrace to the city for many
years that although contalning nearly
40,000 inhabitants and honored =as
the capital of the State of New Jersey,
It lacked a breezy, wide-awake dally
journal. No other capital city in the
United States ts In so lamentable a
plight respecting news and news-
papers. While smna'ler cities have
adopted the modern journalistic
spirit and have uawnkened to the de-
mands of the age for exponents of
the slgns of the Times, Trenton has
continued to nourish and abide the
slow-going, day and a half late, style
of newspapers. It is time for the city
to awake from its lethargy. The citi-
zens as 8 class have long desired
something better. The enterprising
business men of Trenton have chafed
under the old system. They want a
newspaper, not a dally chronicler of
anclent history.

“THE TRENTON TIMES proposes to
supply the want. It will alm to give
all the news, local, State and national,
and all the truth about the news. It
will endeavor to do this in a decent,
honest way. Being tree from all party
preference or control, 1ts one purpose
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will be the getting and giving of news.
Fair play will be accorded all parties.
Its columns will ~ver be open for the
expression of nonest opinions ot all
kinds. It will give Trenton a paper,

LAWRENCE S. MOTT

Founder and editor of Tren-
ton Evening Times.

it 18 believed, that will reflect credit
upon the city. [t will offer a fresh.
sensible compendium of news each
day, gathered by its own industry, and
not stolen from outside sources. I:
will strive to be rellable, upright and
candid. In return it will hope and
expect to receive the support and



praise of the citizens of Trenton, irre-
spective of party or creed.

“THE TRENTON IIMES comes to
stay. It is not anv ephemeral cam-
palgn sheet. It 1s not an advertising
dodge. It is a newspaper In the
truest, best sense. It hopes to bring
the masses to appreciate wide-awake,
refined journalism. by giving the
people that which enllivens and in-
structs. It will speak of the people.
for the people, und will stand by the
people all the while. Everything that
helps to better humanity and advance
the interests of Trenion in a com-
raercial, Industrial or literary way will
ot advocated and encouraged.

“THE TIMES will be a rellable
journal. No amohunt of palnstaking
or money will be spared to furnish
vhe news of the day. No scandals
or sensations will be published simply
pecause they ars scandalous or sen-
sational, The truth will always b2
told, and so far as possible, only the
truth. Personalities will not be tol-
erated or blackguardism indulged in.
Modern journalism condemns abuse.
Wrong will be vigorously denounced.
no matter upon whose head may fall
the condemnation or the praise.

" TRENTON TIMES presents
its21f for public inspection and criti~
cism fearless of the result. It knows
its mission and it belleves there is o
wide fleld for it. Henceforth it will
oe one of Trenton's permanent and
most prominent features. It will be
worth looking for eath day, becau-e
it will have samething for everybody
on all oceasions. THE TRENTON
TIMES is a cheerful, confident, com~
fortable newspaper, and It proposes
to spread good cheer, honest confl-
dence and real comfort all around.”

The advent of this extraordinary
ycungster in the field of Trenton
journalism, naturally brought forth
some bantering remarks from the ven-
erable Gazette, which had had its
pride piqued by the Times' editorial
shots at its older contemporaries.

“Our aglle young contemporary, The
Trenton Times, seems to be as pleased
with itself as a pullet with its first
€gg, A young mother with her first
baby, or the small boy with a new
whistle. It cackles, and coos and
blows 1ts own trumpet, with an un-
conscious egetism and innocent de-
light that excites the whole com-
munity with a oroad smlile.”

Such editorlal sarcasm, common in
the earller days of journalism, had
no effect in swerving the ‘“pullet*”
from its high purpose, and it is a
strange and happy turn of fate that
the Gazette was a companion tc the
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Times on {ts futjeth annlversary.
When the Times confidently an-
nounced in its tirst Issue of 1882,
that it had “come to stay"” it ap-
par>ntly knew what it was talking
about.

An interesting incident in connec-
tion with beginaing of The Trenton
Times is the appearance of a rival
paper on the streets of the city three
days prior to the first issue of Mott's
publication. This journal called itself
The Evening Times, and lasted only
a few numbers. [t was printed at the
Emporium office by the Democratic
Publication Association. The ex-
planation for the appearance of this
paper s that when negotiations for
the purchase of the Emporium plant
by the prospective owners of the
Times falled, the Emporium declded
to anticipate the Times with an
afternoon sheet of its own.

When the Times was born Trenton
still had much of the atmosphere of
a small town. The iarge swinging signs,
the sheds that extended over the side-
walks to the curb, the red-shirted
firemen, the police force with high
heimets were famillar sights. The
clty was small in slze. Wilbur and
the Boroughs of Chambersburg and
Millham were yet to e annexed. The
old City Hall, northeast corner of
Greene and State Streets, was the
centre of town life. It was the mu-
niclpal office building, the meeting
place of Common Councll and police
headquarters as well, and the “codler”
was one of its adjuncts.

Taylor Opera House, known as Tay-
for Hall, was the leading place for
theatricals. It was not uncommnn.
however, for this place to be dark two
or three nights a week. Saturday
night., when the people from the
countryside came to shop in gigs and
fall-tops, was the big night in the
markets, the stores, the saloons. the
Opera House and the town in general.

The Times has witnessed many
changes In Trenton. It has seen the
coming of greater industry at the
turn of the century, the beginning of
public squares and parks, the instal-
latlon of a modern sewerage and
dralnage system, the first electric
street lights, the great growth of the
telephone system, the advent of the
electric trolley car, and many other
improvements and changes.

Mr. Mott was ably fitted for the
task ahead of him. A graduate of
Princeton University In the class of
1877, he had jolned -the Philadelphia
Times, which was then in the hands
of Colonel McClure. In assuming
the editoriship of the Times, the



founder had the adaitional advantage
of financial backing of persons in-
terested in New Jersey politics.. Among
. those who lept thelr support to the
young enter e were such men as
Henry Stafford Little, then a Demo-
cratic political pcwer, Judge Garrett
D. W. Vroom, Judge Edwart T. Green
and Mayor Frank A, Magowan. It
was natural, therefore, that the news-
paper should conlein {tself to a large
extent with the focal and State po-
ltical scene.

In other ways the newspaper de-
veloped an individuality which de-
lighted its readers It used pictures
and featured such things as inter-
views with clvic and political figur:s
of the city, county and State. Its
columns also were brightened by [re-
quent sketches made by Edward S.
Ellls, popular then as a Wwriter of
boys’ books, histories and other works

In spite of the movelty of its fea-
tures and the energy with which the
paper was edited, advertisers were not
50 readlly attracted as readers and
expenses were heuvy. The result of
this was that Mr. Mott, somewnsatl
disheartened, decided to withdraw
from the venture, ana on May 12,
1885, the Times fell into the hands
of its original printer, Edwin Fitz-
george. In the days that followed.
1ts career was faced with uncertajnty.
and it went from owner to owner.
and from one location to another.
It moved from the southwest corner
of Broad and State Streets. to No. 7
South Warren 3treet, and from No-
vember 11, 1884, until May 12 of the
following year it shared printing of-
fices at the South Warren Street ad-
dress with the Sunday Advertisar
For a short time agaln it removed to
its original abode at Fitzgeorge's cor-
ner, only to take up offices later in
quarters over the old Washington
Market, southwest corner of Broad
and Front Btreets,

It continued to pe a fournal with-
out a permanent nome, for it was not
long before it closed up its editorial
desks at the ®Washington Market
headquarters and removed to the for-
mer Shreve Bulilding, on East State
Street, where the present Stacy Thea-
tre now stands. )

Its ownership appears to have been
quite as unsettled as its place of
business. There was A. V. D. Honey-
man, of Somerville, who took it over
for 2 while and subsequently a school
principal named Walhradt, from
Burlington County. who acquired &n
interest. An effort to put the paper
on a paying basis was later made by
Charles W, Smith, of Flushing. Long

land, put without success, and 8
recelvership eventually resulted.

This recelvership proved to be o
fortunate circumstance, for at the
raceiver's sule the paper was pur-
chased by Edmund C. Hill, who maln-
tained ownership for about three
years, Mr. Hill was interested in clvic
development. and ieatured local news
to & considerable cegree—a policy that
helped circulation. J. B. Shale and
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SENATOR A. CROZER REEVES
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For more than 30 years presi-
dent of the Trenton Times
Company. .

William ©O. Sproull. later Governor
of Pennsylvania, pecame interested In
the paper.

In May, 1801, a new organization
took control, headed by A. Crozer
Reeves, as president: the Rev. A. W.
Wishart, vice president, and Owen
Moon, Jr., decretary and treasurer.
Dr. Wishart was editor. Walter H.
Savory, who had once been manag-



ing editor of the Irue American, was
also connected with the new concern.
Senator Reeves has remained as
president of the company ever since,
a period of 31 years,

A reorganization of the Times Com-
pany occurred Fehruary 1, 1803, when
Dr. Wishart and +r. bavory withdrew.
Then there appeared a nDew person-
ality in the managing force which was
eventually to exert the most import-
ant influence upon the newspaper in
all of its fifty yenrs of history. This
was James Kerney who had attracted
attention by his rerortorial ability on
the Times and previously on the True
American. With Mr Kerney's interest
in the paper, the publication soon de-
veloped along progressive lines and
realized many of those hign ambitlons
which had been set down by the
founder of the Tames in 1882 Keenly
interested in clvic advancement and
community welfare, Mr. Kerney as-
serted ap editorial progressivism that
was the more effective because it had
the added Ingredients of a ready wit
and an unfailing optimism.

Judge Kerney, who today is editor
and publisher of :he Times News-
papers, 15 a native Trentonlan, born
here In 1873. His early years, like
those of many another successful
leader in the fleid uf journalism. were
not easy and difficultles had to be
overcome by such virtues as hard
work and perseverance. The future
editor of the Times as a young man
had laid the foundation for his news-
paper training In the public evening
schools of the city where he speclial-
ized in stenography. Possessed of a
natural aptitude for newspaper work
as well as an urge for self-expression.
he naturally drifted into journalism.
It was ns n young Treporter on the
True American and the Times that he
found his calling. Daveloping into a
political writer as well as fluent cor-
respondent for oui-of-town papers,
he later earned for himself a place of
responsibility on the Times, becom-
ing Its editor in February. 1903.

During the World War, Mr. Kerney
was appointed by President Woodrow
Wilson as Director of American In-
formation, a post which required hils
presence in France for about a year.

As an author, Judge Kerney gained
considerable distinction by his book.
“The Polltical Education of Wocdrow
Wilson,” published by the Century
Company in the Spring of 1926,

Soon after the election of Herbert
Hoover to the presidency. he ap-
pointed Judge Kerney a member of
the commission to make a survey of
conditions in Haltl. Mr Kerney is
a special judge of the New Jersey
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Court of Errors and Appeals, having
been appointed re that position by
Governor Morgan F Larson.

In all the years Judge Kerney has
been editor oz the 1ren..n 'fimes, he
has had nssoclated with him, as he
himself remarked or the occasion of
the Times' fiftieth anniversary Octo-
ber 12, faithful and able companions
in all departments.

In 1908 the Times purchased a
bullding of its.own on South Stock-
ton Street., Here many improve-
ments were made, the latest me-
chanical equipment was installed,
and many new departments were
added to meet the standards of m:d-
ern newspaper publishing and 2an
ever-increasing circulation. With the
purchase of the Sunday Advertiser in
1912, and the State Gazette in 1928,
the Times Buillding became the home
of three publications. known as the
Trenton Times uaewspapers.

In the ffty years of its oxistence
the Times has advocated many im-
provements and conducted many
campaigns for civic betterment.

Late in 1910 when Harry G. Stcd-
dard, of the Trenton Chamber -~f
Commerce, began the movement for
the commission form of government
for Trenton, Mr. Kerney visited a
number of western cities where the
system was In successful operation.
Frank Thompson, Times reporter, and
one of Trenton's outstanding news-
papermen, was Ziven the assignment
of enlightening the citlzens about the
new plan of government, which he did
in a series of splendid articles.

Allan B. Walsh, then a member of
the House of Assembly. sponsored-the
Walsh bill, which made it possible for
Trenton to change its form of gov-
ernment. Filnally after considerable
opposition, the bill was passed and
enacted Into law. A campalgn was
then conducted by the Times, lending
to a special election on June 20, 1911,
and resuviting in a victory for the
commission plan. The campaign con-
ducted the year previously by the
Times for better crallway service had
much to do in making this victory
possible.

The movement lor a park develop-
ment along the Delaware River in the
rear of the State House and up that
stream to Brookville, was advocated
by the True American as early as
1874. It was given impetus when
Edmund C. HIill evolved a compre-
hensive plan for transforming’ the
land into a park and ramble. This
was published In the Times October
18, 1884.

Early In the new century the Times
began o lengthy campaign for public



ownership of the property. At a sug-
gestion made by the paper, Francis
B. Lee was enlisted In the movement
and through the suggestion of Mr.
Hill, General Wilbur S. Sadler. The
latter two, with the Trenton Times
steadily advocating the !mprovement.
interested Woodrow Wilson. then
Governor of the State, and the land
eventually became public property.

The Times launched a campaign
for better railroad facilities tn Octo-
ber, 1828. This was undertaken after
several unsuccessful efforts had been
made by the City Commission and the
Chamber of Commerce to get action
from the Pennsyivania Railroad. In
March, 1823. the company announced
it would make some minor changes
at Clinton Street Station. 8ut this
did not eppeate the citizens nor the
Times and the campalgn was con-
tinued unti! May, when the rallroad
company promised to make extensive
improvements in Trenton. This re-
sulted in a rebuilding of the Clinton
Street Station. Since then the rom-
pany has erected a fine new freight
station along Olden Avenue and made
other improvements as well.

Other outstanding campaigns con-
ducted by the Times were for free
bridges across the Delaware and for
the betterment of the public schools.

In 1919 the Times instituted an
annual scholarship fund for the pur-
pose of assisting worthy students of
the High S8chool to contipue their
education in institutlons of higher
learning. That first year, college
scholarships were awarded to three
students who had been selected by
the faculty for their outstanding
records in scholarship and leadership.
In 1827 there were two winners for
third place and the award was divided
between them. Since the fund was
instituted 43 awards have been given.

Another movement sponsored by
the Times was the annual presenta-
tlon of a civic cup to the citizen
who had rendered outstanding and
upselfish service to the community
or to soclety as a whole. This beau-
tiful trophy bears the city seal, sur-
rounded by the words: “Propter
* Amplissima in Urbem Merita” (“Be-
cause of Consplsuous Service for the
City”). Since the Inauguration in
1922 of the custom of recognizing
civic service in this manner, cups
have been awarded to eight outstand-
ing citizens.

The reciplents ot the cups, the year
and basis of award were:

Andrew J. Berrian, 1922, for out-
standing leadership in philanthropic
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cnterprises and {n projects for social
betterment.

Mayor Frederick W. Donnelly, 1923,
for untiring services for the advance-
ment of Trenton, hit work in getting
& legislative appropriation for the
New Jersey Ship Canal and his gen-
eral devotion to the good of the city

Mrs. Edward W. Dunham, 1924, for
her outstanding service on behalf of
women of Trenton in her capacity of
president of the Young Women's
Christian Association, her activity in
jecuring the new ¥. W. C. A. Build-
ing, with its complete equipment for
carrying on work of the assoclation
and her untiring efforts for the de-
velopment of this civic Institution.

Ferdlnand W. Roebling, Jr., 1825,
for his admirable and successfu) lead-
ership of the campaign for St. Francis
Hospital which permitted the expan-
sion of the work of the hospital.

John A. Campbell, 1926, for unend-
ing service on the boards of such edu-
cational and civic crganizations as the
Board of Education, Trenton Free
Public Library, School of Industrial
Arts, State Tencment House Com-
mission, Free Bridge Commission, for
work on boards and committees of
all kinds during the World War, for
his chalrmanship of the War Me-
morial Committee and his constant
loyal work on church and school re-
liet organizations

Gill Robb Wilson, 1927, for his un-
selfish participation in every cam-
palgn for the betterment and ad-
vancement of Trenton, for his ald to
every good cause regardless of race
or creed and his splendid example
of high citizenship together with his
devotfon to his [crmer comrades in
arms during the World War,

Joseph G Buch, 1928, for his not-
able service on behalf of crippled
children and adults in Trenton and
New Jersey, which culminated in the
cstablishment of the Betty Bacharach
Home {or Crippled Chlldren in At-
lantic City, establishment of State-
wide clinics for cripples, in the pass-
age of bills creating a State-wide
commission to educate and rebabili-
tate cripples, and also for his work
on that commission.

Colonel Edward C. Rose, 1929, for
his leadership In every worth-while
civic movement, his part in bringing
about the successful celebration of
the 250th anniversary of the found-
ing of Trenton, for his work on the
War Memorial Commission, his efforts
to> advance Trenton Industrially and
commercially and his zeal In working
In philanthroplc and civic projects,
and also because of the inspiring ex-



ample of his career to young peopl
of the city.

No civic cup award has been made .
since 1929. In 1930 it was deemed
advisable to use the money uzuslly
spent for the cup and ceremonies to
give relief to of the V!
depression and that policy was con-
tinued last year.

The Times has been a generous
donor to many drives conducted for
hospitals, social, civic and charitable
institutions.

59

The Tre Children’s Foundation,
the Free Ice Pund and the Poor Kid-
dies’ Christmas Fund were instituted
B e Tg”‘m adership of

Under_the wring leadership o
Judge Kerney, the Trenton Evening
Times has achleved many Of Mr.
Mott's ambitions and has helped to
“better humanity and advance the
interests of Trenton in a commercial,
industrial and literary way” for be-
ygln& the dreams of the paper's’ nrat
[



CHAPTER XVI
Sunday Times-Advertiser.

Andrew M. Clarke, who had been
city editor of the State Gazette, and
Wililam K. Devereux, & bright, clever
printer and p: pher, made their
debut as owners and publishers with
Trenton's firat successful - Sunday
Journal. That was the Trenton Sun-
day Advertiser, whose lnitlal pumber
appearsd Sunday, January 7, 1883.
It was a small four-page paper.
printed in the Willlam 8. Sharp
printing offics, West BState Streel.
The advent of the paper was recorded
by the True American, whose editor
extended the following greeting of
welcome: )

“A New Newspaper-—Yesterday the
first number of the first Sunday
paper ever published In this eily
made |{ts appearance, It i{s a neauy
gotten up four-page paper of twenty
columns, and is called the Trenton
8S8unday Advertiser. . . We bid it
welcome and wish It succeas”

Messrs Clarke and Devereux scet
forth the alm of their paper and
the fields it would cover in ap edi-
torial 11 the first edition. They sald:

“With the. first Bunday of the New
Year the undersigned present 1o the
readers of Trenton and neighboring
towns. the initia]l number of the
Trenton Sunday Advertiser. It will
be independent but not neutral, and
will strive to make itself a welcome
visitor in every family circle [t will
he in no sense sensational. It aims
to be the organ of the people, pay-
ing particular attention to trade or-
ganization and soclety matters, and
the Iatest locel and general news
It hss no masters to serve, no
grudges to pay off, and can afford’
to be falr in its utterances, The
local Bunday newspaper fleld having
been entirely neglected, the Trenton
Bunday Advertiser has been gener-
ously welcomed in advance by all
classes of our citizens, and none
more heartily than the substantial
business men, as will be seen by
reference to our advertising
columns.”

Like 80 many journalists of former
years, Mr. Devereux, 8 native Tren-
tonlan, began his career in a print-
ing office, learning the trade, Atter-
ward he was a reporter and legis-
lative correspondent, and became a
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familiar figure at the State House
over & long term of years. Mr. Dev-
ereux was active In Democratic pou-
tics and acquired a reputation as a
witty writer and speaker, At the
time of his death, he was a member
of the State Civil Service Board.

With a group of other reporters,
he founded The Spray in Asbury
Park, and published the sheet dur-
ing the Summer seasons for a few
years.

Mr. Clarke, originally & printer ana
a G. A. R, veteran, came to Trenton
from Newark, where he was well
known as a reporter. In after years
he was identified with newspapers In
Buffalo,

Shortly after the paper was
launched, the second floor of the Dip-
polt Buillding, South Broad Streei,
wag rented by the publishers for the
editorial ofice and ;ype.lentlng de-
partment. On May 7, the partner-
ship of Clarke and Devereux was dis-
solved by mutual consent. Mr.
Clarke purcuased Devereux's interest
In the firm and continued the pub-
lication of the paper.

The {ssue of June 3, 1883, appearadt
in larger form in a new type. this
being the third enlargement of the
paper since it was founded The
Publisher announced that his circu-
latlon was more than 2,500 coples.

The Ch. issue, D b .
1883, appearsd with a supplement
contatnlng “Jack's Pension” s Yule-
tide story especially written for the
paper by Edward 8. Ellls, author of
Juvenile stories and histories,

the number of February 17.
1884, the editor announced that
“with this {ssue we begin the publi-
cation of full tel phic news up
to the. hour of going to press. ar-
rangements for the same having been
made with the American Preas and
United Press Assoclations.”

Toward the middle of the 1880'a.
when' the Knights of Labor was 2
flourishing orgsanigation, the 8Sunday
Advertiser was a semi-officlal organ
of that body., The paper at thls
time had its editorial office apd its
own printing plant at 7 South Wuar-
ren Street,

From time to time announcements
were made that a dally paper would




be jssued in conncction with the
weekly and on Wednesday, September
10, 1884, the first number of the
Trenton Dally Advertiser made its ap-
pearance. The dally, like the weekly,
was sympathetic toward labor and
contalned numerous items and bits
of news in defense of that cause.
However, it did not prove to be a
profitable venture and, with the
isaue of Oct 9, it pended pub-
Hcation, the editor and publisher
stating that “from the first it has
been a losing investment and, as it
gives no assurance of {mmediate suc-
cess, we suspend its publication to
be resumed at some future time
when the conditions are more pm-
pitious. Short-lived though It has
been, it has filled fully the measure
demanded of it, but with the average
reader filled with political enthusiasm
and fancies there was no room for
a truly independent paper.”

Thomas F. Fitzgerald, Charles H.
Levy and John J, Cleary, trading
under the name of the Advertiser
Publishing Corarany, purchased the
Sunday Advertiser in February, 1888.
The new owners enlarged the paper
and improved it from time to time.
in keeping with modern standaids.
It became an established journal,
reaching shortly a circulation of
about 16,000.

Mr, Fitzgerald, Mr. Levy and Mr,
Cleary were a well-kn¢.n trio 1n
Trenton's newspaper world. Mr.
Pitzgerald came to Trenton in the
seventies as speclal representative of
the New York Herald and served
that H:per here for many years,
specl g In political news. Aside
from his assoctation with the Sunday
Advertiser, Mr. Fitzgerald will always
be ed as the p for
a good many years Of the city direc-
tories and the leglslative manuals
Early coples of the manual are eag-
erly sought by collectors of New
Jerseyana. Besides belng business

of the Suna Advertiser,
he covered State politics for the
paper.

Mr. Levy, a native of New York
City, was sassoclated with several
metropolitan dailles before coming to
Trenton. For years he was corres-
pondent of the New York Sun and
later he was city editor of the State
Gazette. Both Mr. Levy and Mr.
Pitzgerald have died.

The surviving member of the trio,
Mr, Cleary, was born in Trenton
May 24, 1859. He recelved his early
education in S8t, John's parish schools
and at St, Charles College, Md. 8ub-
sequently he entered Seton Hall Col-
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lege, South Orange, becoming & mem-
ber of the class of '79.

Mr, Cleary's newspaper experience
has been varled. He was legislative
correspondent for out-of-town pa-
pers, reporter on the Times and city
editor of the True American before
becoming owner of the Sunday
Advertiser. Since the consolidation

JOHN J. CLEARY
One of the early owners of
the Sunday Advertiser, veteran
Trenton newspaper man and a
member of the editorial staff of
the Times Newspapers.

of the Advertiser with the Trenton
Times, Mr. Cleary has continued as
& member of the Times Newspapers’
editorial staff.

During his long career 88 & news-
paper man, Mr. Cleary has had many
civic interests, He was a member
of the first Board of Park Comm!s-
sloners and of Trenton’s first Library



Board. The latter position he still
holds,

Setorn Hall College honored 1ta
alumnus June 12, 1929, when It con-~
feired upon him the honorary degree
of Doctor of Laws.,

The Sunday Advertiser having
proved itself a successful journal.
the new owners purchased from Con-
cordla Lodge, No. 4, 1. O, O. F., a large
three-story brick building at 33 West
State Street, known as Concordia
Hall.  After some alterations were
made, this became the new home of
the Advertiser,

Thomas F. Waldron, then editor of
the Glass and Crockery Journal of
New York, !n 1007 purchased a one-
fourth Interest in the Advert.ser He
resigned his New York editorship
and became clty editor of the Ad-
vertiser staff.

Mr. Waldron left St. John's School,
this city at the age of twelve to be-
come office boy for the Sunday Ad-
vertiser. In 1902, while a reporter
for the paper, he resigned to become
identifled with the Crockery & Glass
Journal in New York. Five years
later, he returned to Trenton as a
partner of his former employers.
When the Advertiser was absorbed by
the Times In 1912, he became &
member of the Times concern. For
several years. he was managing edi-
tor of the Sunday issue and then
transterred his activity to the daily
edition. of which he has aince been
managing editor.

After the Timas had purchased the
Sunday Advertiser, in December, 1912,
1ts name was changed to the Sunday
Times-Advertiser,

Harry A. Donuelly, late brother of
Mayor Donnelly, at various times was
employed on the True American, the
State Gazette, the Times and the
Sunday Advertiser. He was known for
years as “The Man with the Pipe,”
the title of a serles of Interesting
sketches of things he saw and heard
in his rambles around the town. These
appeared in the Sunday Times-
Advertiser,

Mr. Donnelly was an attractive
writer. He was connected for some
years with trade and theatrical pub-
lcations in New York, as well as the
widely known soclety paper “Town
Topics.” He also once published &
weekly In Trenton, called “Town
Topics.”

Among the short-lived publications
in the Bunday f8eld in Trenton were
The Sunday Express, edited by Scott
Snyder, and published by Cresse and
8mith; The Sunday News, brought
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from Newark by Thomas N, Barr; the
Sunday Press, witn a dally issue, and
Trenton Sunday Courier, published
by John Briest, of the Emporium,
The Sunday Express was a rival ot
the Sunday Advertiser during the
time it was published by Clarke.
When the Advertiser was taken over

THOMAS F. WALDRON

Co-owner of the Sunday
Advertiser who in 1912 became
a member of the Times concern
and is now managing editor of
the Trenton Times.

by Messrs. Fitzgerald, Levy and
Cleary they purcaased the competitor
for 8100 and suspended its publica-
tlon.

Willlam H. Koons, Harry C. Valen-
tine, Capt. John Matheson, W. E.
Pedrick, Lafayette 8. Hooper and John
P. Dullard were identified with the
cooperative enterprise that sponsored
the afternoon and Sunday Press. -



CHAPTER XVII.
Special Interest and Community Papers.

In the fleld ot lUmited or special
journalism,
some speclal interest or community,
excluding forelgn langusge publica-
tions Trenton hkas had a small rep-
resentation.

Outstanding among these was The
American Potters’ Journal, founded
by John D. McCormick, potter-printer,
in 1888. Devoted entirely to the in-
terests of the potter, it had a clrcu-
lation In every pottery town in the
United States. sfcCormick served his
apprenticeship to the printing trade
in the State Gazette office. In later
years he became a presser at the
old Glasgow Pottery. and for a few
years he was employed at the John
Moses plant. He was one of the or-
ganizers of Typographical Union, No.
71, and a charter inember of the local
Knights of Labor.

The American Potters’ Journal was
subsequently taken over by

newspapers devoted to-

a’large amount of interesting reading
matter.”

Its founder had come to Trenton
four years previously, when just 22
years old. He found employment in
the office of Willet's pottery and later
traveled for Alpaugh & Magowan,
Satisfled by having seen the country,
he settled down as eastern represent-
ative of the Pottery and Glassware
Reporter of Pittsburgh and ghortly
after began to write for the Trenton
Times, then owned and published by
Edwin Fitzgeorge. When the latter
started the Chambersburg Press,
Beable was a reporter for him, Leav-
ing the Press, he founded the Anglo-
American which became so successful
and so far surpassed the Press that
Fitzgeorge suggested they be merged.
This was done and Beable was 1n ac-
tive editorial control. He eventually
witlzdrew from local newspaper con-

Forker, a local printer, as the Trades
Unlon Advocate, about 1900.

In the 1870's, the Mercer County
News, a paper largely concerned with
matters in the Borough of Chambers-
burg, was started oy John W. Moody.
His brother, Elllott G. Moody, was
associated with him in the enterprise.
The office of the publication was the
Borough Hall, now Second Precinct
Police Station. After the death of
the founder, the paper was continued
by his brother. The News was
launched as a weekly, For a time
1t was issued semi-weekly. On Mon-
day, December 9, 1878, it also made
a venture in the daily fleld.

The Mercer County News, later
called The Chambersburg News, and
then the Evening News, for a short
time issued a Sunday edition called
The Sunday Mercury.

The Anglo-American, a weekly
Chambersburg journal, was founded
by Willlam H. Beable, July 10, 1886.
Concerning the initial 1ssue the State
QGazette on July 19, had the follow-
ing to say:

“The first number of the Anglo-
American, a weekly newspaper pub-
lished In Chambersburg, has ap-
peared. It is devoted to the Interests
of English-born people and contains

and d his reportorial
dutles with the national pottery
journal,

The Wilbur Herald and Hamilton
Square News was published for about
five years by Andrew Irshay. During
the first four years the paper was
largely devoled to matters about the
Wilbur section of the city. Occas-
lonally historical articles and remli-
niscences of the old Borough of Wil-
bur and localities i1n Hamilton Town-
ship were published as special fea-
tures. The paper had a fighting
spirit and once conducted a cam-
palgn against the local trolley com-
pany. Later the name of the journal
was changed to The Wilbur Herald
and Hamllton Township News. Sub-
sequently the office of the publica-
tion was removed into the township
and the paper agatn changed its name
to Hamtilton Township News. It was
founded by a local printer in 1825.

About twenty years ago two So-
cialitst newspapers, The Searchlight,
and The Mercer County News, werc
published In Trenton. Neither sur-
vived very long.

The New Jersey Cathollc Journal,
devoted to matters of a Catholic in-
terest, was founded December 3, 1886,
At different times C. B. Cozzens, John
B. Dullard, Thomas Keating, D. J.
Whallace and the Right Rev. Thad-



deus Hogan were identified with it
John A. Logue was Once manager,
He was ded by Th E.
Reating. The paper was published
every Saturday.

About 1881, The Jersey Blue, a
journal devoted to the National
Guard and G. A, R. of New Jersey
was published every Saturday at -8
North Warren Street. Colonel Danlel
Loder was the editor.

In 1888-88 a weekly devoted to the
interests of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows was published at 169
Cooper Street.

In the early 1890's The Sunday
Press made its appearance with Harry
C. Valentine as the editor. This paper
also made a venture in the afternoon
fiela with Mr, Valentine and Willfam
H. Koons as the editors.

The Capital City News, a weekly,
was published Iin 1893. J. D. Gray
was the editor and publisher with
office at 120 North Broad Street.

In 1896 The Mercer Review was
published at the southwest corner of
Broad and Front Streets, and The
Merchant's Advocate was puhushed at
120 North Broad r{ Cresse & Roberts.

In 1898 John Briest was publishing

The Trenton Courler, a weekly, at 234
North Warren Street.

In 1800 or in the following year
The Trenton Sunday Herald was
issued from 189-171 Cooper Street by
the Herald Publishing Co.

Early in 1928, the Trenton Courier
was issued from an office on Clinton
Avenue. near the corner of Hamilton
Avenue. This began as a weekly and
was later published semi-weekly,
Rudolph J. Hiller, formerly compositor
with the Times, was managing editor
and publisher.

A numder of years ago a weekly
paper, entitled Trenton Reco'd, was
published by Danlel W. Morrison,

labor in Mercer County
has {ts officlal newspaper, The Labor
News, 2 weekly publication. The in-
itinl issue appeared October 20, 1931.
The paper is owned by Chester M.
Wright, June Wright and Oliver E.
Carruth, all of Washington, D. C.
Mrs. Marjon C. MacRobert, cf this
city, is the managing editor.

The latest venture In the local
newspaper fleld {s Trenton Life, a
weekly which began September 2.
1832 It is published by Trenton Life,
Inc.. with editorial office, second fioor,

123 East Hanover Street. Graeme J.
Meizsel is editor and Victor J, Hum-
brecht, Jr., managing editor,



CHAPTER XVIII
Foreign Language Newspapers.

In any history of Trenton journal-
ism, mention must be made of foreign
language newspapers, although
strictly speaking, they do not fall into
the category of American journalism.
Nevertheless, they have had their in-
fluence upon the non-English speak-
ing groups that have settled In
Trenton.

In this particular fleld, Trenton
can claim one of the oldest newspa-
pers In the State. This 13 The New
Jersey Staats JSournal,” founded in
1867. For many years it was owned,
edited and published by Colonel
Ernest C Stahl, who gained consid-
erable fame as a speaker and writer.
Willlam Zenzer, who was a printer
on the Journal for some years, pur-
chased it about 1910. He {s the pres-
ent owner and editor,

The Trenton Germania, a short-
llved paper, made 1ts appearance April
26, 1873, The Trenton Frele Zeitung
was published in the ninetles. Bene-
dict Prieth was its proprietor, and
Charles Weidel was business manager.

In 1896 the Trenton Deutsche Zeit-
ung (Trenton German Gazeite) was
founded. Otto Erdlen was {ts owner
and editor. This psper was purchased
In its seventeenth year by Willlam
zanm)of the Staats Journal, who

A recent short-lived venture was
The Echo. The office of the publica-
tion was on Clinton Avenue.

The Yiddish press has been repre-
sented in Trenton by two newspapers,
The Trenton Jewish World and The
Trenton Jewish Weekly.

‘The World was founded In 1909 or
1910 by Alexander Budson, Henry
Millner and Philip O. Firesteln. with
office of publication at 212 North
Broad Street. This paper was a la-
bor of love tor journalism rather
than a commerclal venture.

The Weekly was founded in 1916 by
H. Waxler, with office of publication
at 314 South Broad Street. It was
published by the Trenton Jewish
Weekly Publishing Company. The
first number was issued March 31.
1916. The paper survived for about
a year.

Several Italian - papers have been
founded in Trenton. Perhaps the first
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of these was, La Sentineila, founded
about 1903 by Felice Ronca, consular
agent to Trenton ‘from the Itallan
government. C. Sanelll, who was
printer and general manager. was a
partner in the enterprise. Another of
the early papers was Il Secolo XX.
published by Armando Perilll.

In 1910 L'Ttalo Americano was
isunched. In the following year the
publishers incorporated under the
name of the L'Italo Americano Pub-
Utshing Co. The members of the firm
were 1 Cominl. Dr. Michael
Cristiani, Vincent A. Vosa and the
Rev. Vincent Serafini.

Later La Capitale. founded by Jo-
seph Mainiero, merged with the
L'Italoc Americano firm, and Mr. Maij-
niero was made editor-in-chief of the
two publications, When the firm sus-
pended publication in 1829, Mr. Mal-
niero immediately lsunched La Nuova
Capitale, which is the leading Itallan
newspaper in Trenton today.

Glornale Italiano is the latest ven-
ture. Amerigo D' Agostino is the
editor and publisher.

Trenton's oldest Hungarlan newspa-
per 18 Puggetl (Independ }e
founded by Alex. O. Zambory. An-
thony J. Orocz, the present owner and
editor, purchased It from the founder
in July 1, 1820, An earlier paper, now
defunct, was Eoztarsasay (Republic).
edited and published by Mr. Varady.

Het! Szenle, 8 Hungarian peper that
features a department in English, is
edited by Ferdinand Lutter. It is
printed at the Commercial Press,
South Broad Street.

The Jersey Hirado, Morris Gerenday,
editor and publisher, is printed at 27
Hancock Street.

The Cross, official organ of the
Roman and Greek Catholic Churches.
is edited by the Rev. John 8zabo,
pastor of 8t. Stepnen’s Roman Cath-
olic Church.

Volcocne Przyactel, a Polish news-
paper. is edited and published by
Albin Blelawskl.

Americanism is edited and pub-
lished by Richard D' La Guardia.

There is perhaps no more fitting
way to coneclude the history of news-
papers in Trenton than to reprint
what Judge James Kerney wrote of




newspapers and their place in the life
of Trenton in the History of Trenton:

“The newspapers have, prospered
with the community. They have been
with the vanguard in progress; en-

couraging and helpful in the counsels
of the makers of the city, the captains
of industry and among the busy
workers, They have made an honest
effort to fight for what they con-
celved to be the best; have battered
public wrongs without malice and
have accepted ihe return battering
without losing their sense of humor.
Perhaps they have been overzealous
at tlmes There 13 no human per-
staffs have
experienced much joy as they ob-
served, from the watchtower, the clty's
amazing growth. in numbers and
wealth as well as lu civic righteous-

ess,

“In the decade petween 1918 and
1928, - wide-awake Trenton ralsed by
popular drives upward of 88,000,000
for clvic and humanitarian better-
ments. There hus been no single
public benefaction of great magni-
tude. Fine cooperation was developed
in. all walks of life. It was no un-
common. thing to have five hundred
enthusiastic men and women, dill-
gently laboring In these popular
drives, each irying to outdo the other
in sacrifice and unselfish service for
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the community. In the allotted
space, it is not paossible to mention
all by name, only the leaders can be
singled out,

“In presenting the 1926 TIimes
Civic Cup to John A. Campbell, for
outstanding service, Governor Moore
observed that one of the sirtking
things about Trenton was the fact
that those who prospered in the com-
munity continue to make their homes
in' Trenton and share thelr @ good
things with their fellow citizens, For-
tunate the editor whose 10t ‘has been
soplen.santlycas:. nmt:ng these happy.
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‘except the Lord keep the clty. zbe
waichman waketh but in valn' .

“Why predict the future of ‘Tren-
ton? Some sage has somewhere said
‘history is but the unrolled scroll of
prophecy.” If the city.that Is to
come. In the remainder of the cen-
tury, keeps pace with the tolerance,
courage and enterprise -of the past
twenty-eight years. no forecast 1is
needed

“And so we pass on—with the com-
forting realization that the Trenton
of Today Is better than the Trenton
of Yesterday and the confident an-
ticipation that the Trenton of To-
morrow will be petter than the Tren-
ton of Today.”



For valuable assistance in research into the history of jownalism
in Trenton, Mr. Podmore is indebted to many persons. He is grateful
for the cooperation of Mr. Howard L. Hughes, librarion of the
Trenton Free Public Library; members of the staff of the New
Jersey State Library, the New Jersey Historical Society of Newark
and the Monmouth County Historical Society of Freehold. He
acknowledges the courtesy of Mr. James D, Magee, publisher of The
Bordentown Register, for the lozn of a copy of a rare local news-
paper; of Mr. John J. Cleary, of the editorial staff o} the Times-
Advertiser, for noles gbout mewspapermen of a generation ecgo; of
Mrs. Marion MacRobert for Labor News notes; of William J. Harney,
in jurnishing material concerning several town sites and of Alezander
Y. Bursiem, for valuable suggestions embodied in the work.








