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Call to remembrance the former days.-HEBREWS x : 32. 

It is often both seasonable and profitable for us to review 
the scenes and events of other days; to study the history of 
the past, that we m_ay gather from it lessons of wisdom and 
instruction,-of admonition and encouragement. The contem­
plation by us as individuals, of the dealings of Divine Provi­
dence with us in the past history of our lives,-the calling np 
in teview before the n1ind the mercies and blessings conferred 
upon us, a-ad the sorrows and trials which we have endured, 
when properly done, will ever prove beneficial. We shall be 
led thereby to recognize the goodness and mercy of God to­
ward us, as well as His faithfulness to His pro1nises, and thus 
be led to repose our trust in Hirn for the future, no less than 
to be admonished of the evil of departing from Him. That 
which is true of individuals, is equally so of cornmunities, 
whether associated together for religions or for secular and civil 
purposes. The deeds of patriotism and piety performed by 
those who have preceded us, and who have served their day 
and generation, may well be held in remembrance by us, and 
often recited for our own and others' good. This is so espec­
ially when those whose history we review have been placed in 
circu1nstances of great trial and ha.rq.ship, an<l have been called 
to act their part· amid dangers and perils, and under manifold 
discouragements and difficnltieH. With what feeling8 do we 
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recall the history of our patriot sireR, in the peril(nts ti mes in 
which their lot was cast ! In what veneration do we hold their 
men1ory ! What an influence for good may be produced by 
conten1plating t.he toils and privations which they endured, the 
labors which they pe1formed, and the sacrifices which they 
made to gain those liberties which they prized above property, 
ease> and even life itself! Let us often dwell upon thern in 
these times of degeneracy and national corrnptio~1. Let us re­
count the1n to our children and our ·childrei:1's children, that 
we and they 1nay alike be in:,pired with loftier and purer tno­
ti ves and purposes, and prove ourselves their worthy descend­
ants. 

The duty of recalling the vast is repeatedly spoken of in 
Scripture. In Job viii : 8, we read : "Inquire, I pray thee, 
of the former age, ancl prepare thyself to the search of their 
fathers:' ln Deut. xxxii : 7, Moses says to the Israelites : 
'' Re1nember the days of' old, consider the years of inany gen­
erations." In accordance with these is Paul's direction in the 
text, in which he seeks to encourage the Hebrew. Christians 
under the trials which they were called to endure, by a consid­
eration of those which they had already experienced. '' Call to 
remembrance the former days." To this pleasant a.uty we ad­
dress ourselves on this occasion of so much interest to this 
congregation. We ask your patiP,nt hearing while we recite 
as briefly as iR consistent with the su~ject, the history of the 
Church of Walpack, frorn it.A first organization up to the pres­
ent time. 

The first settler~ of the Neversink and Delaware vallevs 
" 

were Huguenots and Hollanders, who came fi,on1 Kingston and 
Esopus, in Ulster County, N. Y. Their first place of settle­
ment ,vas at Peenpack, along t.he Neversink north of Hugue­
not, and about six or seven miles from Port Jervis. From this 
they passed down the Delaware, and 8ubsequently some of 
them or of their descendants crossed over the Mountain t.o the 
Clove, near Deckertown. Deeply imbued with the principles 
and spirit of Protestantism-for which some of them had been 
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con1pelled to flee from their native land,-they brought with 
them their religious privileges, and rnade early efforts to ·es­
tablish churches and schools. 

REV. GEORGE WILHELMUS MANCIUS. 

It.is highly probable that as they came from Kingston and 
it~ vicinity, the Rev. George Wilhelmus Mancius, Pastor of 
the Refortned Dutch Church of Kingston, first preached the 
gospel here, and organized Churcq.es both along the Neversink 
and Delaware. There were four churches- organized probably 
about the same time-viz: Machackemech (now the Re­
fiwmed Church at Port ,~ervis), Menissinck, at Montague, N. 
J., Wal pech and Smithfield. i:~ The precise date of organiza­
tion is not known, but the Minutes of Consistory date back to 
August 23d, 1737, at which time a Consistory waR found in 
each Church performing Consistorial acts. Mancius, as it would 
seem fi·on1 the record of baptisms in his handwriting, was in 
the habit of coming here regularly every six months· (in May 
and N o_vember,) from their first organization, to preach and 
ad1ninister the sacraments, until they obtained a minister of 
their own. These Churches were without a Pastor for four 
yean,, when the 

REV- .JOHANNES CASPARUS FRYENMOETt 

commenced his labors among them, June 1st, 1741, at the age 
of twenty, as appears fi~orn his own record in the Church Book. 
He waR found an1ong the people here, a lad of but sixteen, of 
1nuch pron1ise, who had been born in Switzerland, and had re­
cceived a partial education for the ministry befi)re coming to 
this country. In the scarcity of 1ninisters they desire him to 
becon1e their spiritual teacher. But he was only a hoy, and 

*The names of the first three churches al'e variously spelled in the min­
utes--Machackemech. Magagkamek, Magaghhamach, l\Iahackamach; Menis­
sinck, Mnnissinck, Menissing, Minisink; Walpech, Walpek, Walpack. Usu­
ally, for the fir.➔t fifty years as in the first of each of these narnes,-and so we 
have. written them. 

t Until 1747 he wrote hiR name Fryenmuth, and after t.h~t invariably Fry­
enmoet. The first is supposed to be the Swiss, and the second the Holland 
mode of spelling it. 
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his education waR very imperfect, while th_e regulations of the 
.Churches were very strict in requiring an educated ministry. 
There wer~ no schools of theology in this country to which he 
could be sent, and no ecclesiastical organizations to give the 
proper commission for the work of the 1ninistry. "\Vhat wa_s 
to be done ? In their poverty they raise an1ong themselves 
the requiRite n1eans to send hiin to Holland to complete his 
studies, and to receive ordination fi~om the Cla8sis of Amster­
dam, upon which the Refonned Churches in this country were 
then all dependent ; and after tour long years he co1nes _ back 
to the1n, true to his engagements, and commences his labors 
among them. What an honorable r~cord is this for both min­
ister and people ! \\That an instance of liberality, of confi­
dence and of hope on the part of the one, and of devotPd ness 
and fidelity· on the part of the other! Their long years of 
patient waiting were well re-wanled. Mr. F. proved a 1nost 
acceptable, faithful and succesRfnl · minister, and withal was 
remarkably genial and social in pPrsonal intt:1rcourse. His 
praise went, abroad, not only through all this region, but other 
communities and Churches Wfre charn1rd bv hirn. Efforts werr. . 
made at different tin1Ps by various Churches to inrlnce him to 
leave his field of lahor here. A strong effort wa.s made at the 
time of his leaving-, to secure hiR services for the ChurchPs of 
Harlingen, Readington, Raritan nnd North Branch, N. J. 
Only six tnonths after hiR sett lenient here a call was made upon 
hiin by the Churches of Rochester, New Paltz, Shawangunk 
and lVIarbletown, which cal led forth a reply from the ConHisto­
ries of Machacke1nech and M P.nis8inck, which for its keennP-ss 
and expressions of kind Christian feeling is seldom equalled, 
even at this day.~:~ The Church records kept by him are mod­
els of neatness and accuracy as well as of penn1anship. His 
na1ne ,vas signed invariab1y in a monogran1, very fi·equently 
placing under it his age at the time. r_rhe nnrnher of rnernbers 
received into the Chnrch of Walpack during his n1iniHtry here 
I have been nnable to ascertain ; but in the Chnrches of Ma­
chackemech and Menissinck, whose records were kept in the 

*See Note A. 
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i;;ame book and recorded. with great care, we find that were 
ndded to the nien1 bership during the fifteen years of his labors. 

During thiR period the Baptismal record of the same 
Churches shows that he baptized 504 children. 

rrhe district of country covered by his labors in these four 
Churches extended from Westbrookville at the north. to Smith-, 

fit1ld (Shawnee,) at the Routh, hPing full fifty miles. · Within 
thiH sa1ue diHtrict are now twenty n1inisters of different evan­
gelical denominationH engaged in the regular work of the min­
i8try. 

The t:1.mount of salary paid to 1\'.lr. F. by each of these four 
Churches was seventeen poundR and ten shillings, or seventy 
ponnds in all, together ,vith one hundred schepels of oats,­
twen ty-five schepels from each Church::~ The Churches of 
Machacke1nech, Menissinck and Wal peck ,vere to pay the 
,runonnt pledged by then1 in " New York Current Money," and 
the church of Smithfi~ld in" P1·oclamation Money." It would 
seem from·the Church Records of lVIachackemech and Menis­
sinck that at first there was an explicit and definite agreement 
as to the 1nnney to be paid for his services, between these 
Churches and l\:lr. F. alone ; for after he had declined the call 
from Rochester and the other Churches already" referred to, the 
Consistories of these two Churches met together, January 7th, 
1742, and resolved that "after the transit of this year, they 
shot1ld pay hin1 yearly or every yen.r the full a1nount of forty 
pounds in New· York current n1oney whenever he should mar­
ry," (each Church paying at a Rpecififd tin1e twenty pounds,) 
"bnt if h<~ should continue nnnutrried, thP two Churches should 
only j>ay the snm of thirty-five pounds.'' The young minis­
ter took good care that. the two Churches should pa,y the twenty 
ponnds each, as appears from the fnllowing record, made by 
hitnst~lf six rnonths after,vard, in. which he was but setting a 
g-nod exan1ple before his people, nnd at the sa1ne time })roving 
that he possessed n.t least one of the q nalificatiorn, of a Scrip­
tural bishop, given hy Paul in 1 rrin1ot-hy, iii : 2. "Johannes 
Oa.sparns Fryenmnth, young man, horn in Switzerland, and 

* A ~ehepel i~ three pecks. 
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Lena Van Etten, young wornan, born in N ytsfield, were mar­
ried with a License from Governeur Morris in J erst1y, by J 11s­
tice Abran1 Van Campen, 23d day of July, 1742."~:~ 

Subseq nently to the agreement made by these two Churches 
to pay the abo\Te amount of forty pounds, the Churches of 
Walpeck and Smithfield, in which he had been preaching all 
along, and where he had, we may suppose, received so1ne co1n­
pensation fi)r his services, entered into the arrangeinent with 
them, when each of the four was to pay Reven teen pounds and 
ten shillings. These four Consistories like,vise at a later tlate 
(April 11th, 1748,) adopted the following 1ninute bearing 
upon his support, and aiding hirn in his ministerial dntie~, 
,vhich it must have req uirecl their con1bined wisdorn and gen­
erosity to devise. No t-wo of them were adequate tu it. rl,he 
minute reads thus : '' rrhey have authorizrd Cornelius West­
brook to purchase a horse for the Dominie, antl pay for it frorn 
the Eldersl' chest in each Church, ·which horse the Dominie 
hath agreed to use exclusively for the Churches, except he will 
use it for himself. 77 How well the arrangement regarding this 
Church horse worked we are left to conjecture from the f«>llow­
ing extract froru the minutes just nine months lat.er, signed by 
the minister hin1self: " I bind myself, by n1y signature, to 
the four united Churches of Smithfield, Walpeck, Menissinck 
and Machacken1 1-ch, JJursu~tnt with an obligation of the Harne 
date with this, henceforth to serve the Churches ,vith n1y own 
horse. For the rstablishment of this I subscribe n1y name. 
J. C. Frvenn1oet." ., 

Toward the close of l.Vlr. F.'s ministry here the Church of 
Smithfield withdre,v fron1 the other three Churches. At a 

• joint meeting of the Consistories of the fonr Churches, held 
December 23d, 1753, " the elders of the Church of Sn1ithfield 
desired, with the consent of Rev. Mr. F., to he relieved of his 
serviceg, Their request was granted through love by the oth­
er three Churches.'' No reason ,vas assigned for the request; 

------------------- --- ---------------

*Va.n Campen was one of the first four Judges of Sussex County, New 
Jer~ey, appointed by the King of England in 1753. 
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but all appears to have been done with the utmost good feel­
ing. There ,vas a cause for it, as we think, to which allusion 
will be n1ade hereafter. 

~'.'.Ir._ F. ren1ained here until August 12th, 1756, a period of 
fifteen years, when, on account of the Indian 1nassacres in this 
region-, he accepted a call fi·om Kinderhook, Claverack, and 
Livingston Manor, ·where he remained for. twenty-one years, 
and where his 1ninistry, · as well as here, was greatly blessed. 
He died about 1778, and was interred under the Kinderhook 
Church. The Van Burens and Kittles of the vicinity of Kin­
derhook were his clescenclants. It is said that Mr. F., accord­
ing to the custom of his d~, was thA owner of slaves, as were 
also many of his parishioners. 

MORAVIANS. 

It may be a matter of sorne interest to state that at one 
time during Mr. F .'s ministry here, "the Moravian Brethren 
preached and kept a s_chool in the upper valley of the Dela~ 
ware, on the Jersey shore, in 17 46 and 17 47. In the former 
year Joseph Shaw was settled at Wal pack. Here his wife de­
ceased. He _also preached at Minisink Church, and on one oc­
casion, in April, 1747, had a pro1niscuous audience of Swedes, 
English, Scotch, Irish, Welsh, Germans, vValloons,' Shawan­
ese, Mohawks, Delawares and Catawbas."t In October, 1747, 
Mr. Shaw sailed as a missionary to St. T4omas, and was lost 
.at sea during a violent gale. No further mention is made in 
their annals, of the efforts of the Moravians after this in the 
valley, and the field ,vas evidently left to Mr. Fryenmoet. 

REV. THOMAS ROMEYN. 

After the departure o_f Rev. Mr. Fryenmoet the three 
Churches ,vere vacant four years, ,vhen the Rev. Thon1as Ro­
meyn, of Long Island, accepted a call, September 6th, 1760. 
Mr. R. was horn in Pompton, N. J., March 20th, 1729, stud­
ied under Goetchh1s and T. Frelinghuysen, sailed from New­
y ork for Europe, April 11th, 1752, and was ordained by the 
Classis of Amsterdam, September 3d of the same year ; ac-

t Moravian Annals. 



10 

cepted a call frorn Success, Newtown, Oyster Bay and J an1ai­
ca, on Long Island, November 10th, 1752, where ht re1nained 
until coming here in 1760. But. little is known of his 1ninis­
try an1ong these Churches, and such is the charactrr of tht~ 
Church RecordH kept by him that it is well nigh irnposHihle to 
learn anything fi·om them. His ,vretched, illegible penrnan­
ship, contrasts strikingly ·with the neat, distinct hand of his 
predecessor. He was a q niet, peaceable man, devoted to his 
work, and served the churches faithfully. Soon· aftf~r his Ret­
tlement here, Mr. R. commenced preaching a part of the time 
in Wantage~ ~-. J. (at the ClovP), which resulted at. len~th in 
the organization of a Refonned ~itch Church there in 1788, 
during Mr. Van Benschoten's 1ninistry. vVhile here Mr. R. 
1narried for his Hecond wife, S1:1san Van Can1pen, dangh ter of 
Col. Ab'm Van Oarnpen, t)f Pahaqnarry. He remained in 
Charge of the churches here twelve yfars, until 1772, when he 
became the Pastor of the Refonned Dutch Church of Caugh­
nawaga, Montgomery County, ~- Y., and continued such for 
twenty-one years, when ht-. was by ill health compelled to re. 
sign his charge, and where he nlso died, October 22d, 1794. 

Three of Mr. R.'s sonH entered the 1ninistry of the Ref<wmed 
Dutch Church, whilP a. fi,u_rth died in the course of prepara­
tion for it. A grandson (,Tarnes,) ,vas tor many years one of 
the most ahlr and learned n1inisters in our denon1ination, while 
a great-grandson Crheodore B.,) is at the present tinie the 
highly esteerned Pastor of the First Reformed Church in 
Hackensack, N. J. It iH a tnost gratifying testimonial that 
is th us furni8hed to the tai th and piety of the second Pas tor 
of these Churches of the Delaw·are, that while con1parati vely 
little is known of his labon, here, his descendantR to the third 
and fonrth generation have been engaged in preaching in the 
Church ~rf th<~ir fathers tht) samr hlesRed goRpel prnclai1ned by 
hin1 . 

. After ftir. R. left there was an interval of about thirteen 
yea.rs during which these churches were without any regular 
services, o,ving chiefly to thP trou hled state of the country pre­
ceding and during the Revolutionary ,var. Occasional sup-
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plies broke to them the bread of life, a1nong whom we find on 
the church-book the names of Jacob R. Hardenbergh, V .. D. 
M., and Benjamin DuBois, V. D. M., in 1784. 

REV. ELIAS VAN BENSCHOTEN. 

On May 11th, 1785, a call was givP-n to the Rev. Elias Van­
Benschoten (Van Bunschooten he usually wrote it), by the 
three Churches of 2.Vlachackernech, Menissinck and Walpack. 
The call was accepted J 11ly 9th, and he was installed August 
28th, by Rev. Dr. Jacob R. Hardenbergh, of Marbletown, 
Ulster U01,.1nty, N ~ Y. The name of no minister in our Church, 
dead or living, is so generally known in it. Mr. V. B. was 
born at New HackenEmck, Dutchess Co., N. Y., October 26th, 
1738. Graduating- from Princeton College in 1768, he stud­
ied Theology with Dr. Herrnanus Meyer, of Kingston, N. Y., 
as appears from a receipt in the Dutch language. signed by 
him, October 7th, 1772, .acknowledging the payment. in full 
of three ponnds, two shillingR and sixpence, fur board and tu­

ition. If this receipt covered t.he entire term of study, 
'' Pither the cour~e of study (it has been well said,) was not 
very extended, or provisions for both n1ind and body were n1ar­
velonsly cheap in. the good ol<l times." Mr. V. B. ,vas first 
8et.tled at Shaghticnke, on the Hud:;;on, for twelve years until 
coming her(}. About two years after co1nmencing his n1inis­
try ht•re, application was made to the Classi~ of New Bruns­
wick for the organization of a Retonned Dutch Church at the 
OlovEi, near Deckertown, which wa.R effected the succeeding 
year.t Subsequent to this his services were divided between that 
Church and the ChurcheR on the Delaware, and at length, in 
1792, be removed to the Clove, though still serving the 
ChurcheR here until 1799, or 1800. He continued to labor at 
the Clove (where he owned a fn,rm and mill,) with much ac­
ceptance and success, nntil 1812, ,vhen, on account of his ad­
vancrd age (74), .he gave up hi~ chargn. Three years later, 
(January 10th, 1815,) after a lingering and ·painful illness~ he 
closed his ui;;eful lite on earth, and entered upon his reward. 
A few years subsequent to his death, his remains were taken 
--· ,---~ ----·--- ·- . -- .. -

+s(',• N 11t.1J B. 
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up by the General Synod from their place of interment at the 
Clove, and removed to New Brunswick, N. J., and laid by the 
side of those of many of the Professors of the College, and of 
the Theological Seminary. Dr. McClure says : "A very 
singular. event took place at the exhumation of his remains. 
Among those attracted to the spot was a, very respectable wo­
man who had grown up under his ministry. When she saw 

the coffin raised the thoughts of his sennons and 1nore pri­
vate instructions rushed upon her ,vith overpowering force. 
Filled ,vith anguish of spirit, under convictions of the light 
she had sinned against while enjoying his teachings, she sank 
exhausted by the tumult of her feelings. l\Ionths passed in 
deep anxiety before ~he found peace in believing.'' 

Post5essed of some eccentricities, Mr. V. B. had likewise 
many excellencies, and was held in high esteem. He ,vas re­
markable for his frugality, for his strict and exact. honesty in 
business transactions¾:; (which is too often confounded ,vith 
meanness), and for abstemiousness in his 1nanner of living. 
His services were conducted in either the Dutch or English 
language, as occasion required ; and the Church Records kept 
by him show entries in both languages, b.ut principally the 
former. His preaching ,vas highly Scriptural and evangelical, 
was clear and distinct in argument, ancl his messages delivered 
with an earnest and holy unction. His labors ,v-ere 1nuch .. 
blessed. There are those still living in our valley who retain 
a distinct recollection of hi111,-of his person, his appearance, 
his manners and his services. In 1814, at the suggestion of 
Rev. Dr. Livingston, Professor of 'l'heology at N e,v Bruns­
wick, and a warrn personal friend, he made what was in that 
day a munificent gift, of $14,640 (increased at his death to 
$17,000), to the 'I.1rustees of Queen's (now Rutger's) College, 
the inconie of ,vhich was to be applied to the support of ~~oung 

-Jt-Whether in paying or receiving money, he insisted upon the last cent. A1-1 
an instance of this, we are told that in 8ettling with a customer at his mill, 
upon finding that he owed him THREE CENTS, he went to his house for tha 
coppers, against the earnest remonstrance of the man for troubling himself 
about such a trifle. Finding him gone upon his return, he sent a negro in 
chase, who followed him ~even miles until be overtook and paid him. 
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men desiring to preach the Gospel. This fund now amounts 
to over $2P,000, and has already t"}ducated over one hunclred 
and twenty-five ministers in our Church, besides inciting many 
others to like gifts. For sixty years it has been doing its bles­
sed ,vo1;k, in furnishing the Churches at horue with those who 
break to them the bread of life, as well as in sending mission­
aries to India and China, and the islands of the sea._ It has 
been said that thiH was the first gift of the kind for theologi­
cal education in our country. 

lVIr. V. B. was the la~t minister who served these three 
churches jointly, Menissinck and Machackemech from this time 
until 1838, uniting togPther in one 111inister. 

REV. JAMES G. FORCE. 

Walpack ren1ained va.cant until Noven1ber 15th, 1808, when 
their fourth n1inist.er, Rev. J fttnes G. Force, commenced his 
labors among the1n as Stated Supply. He continued as such 
for three years, untii_ November 17th, 1811, when he was in­
stalled Pastor by Rev. John M. Van Harlingen. In connec­
tion ·with vValpack, Mr. F. preachrd at Hardwick, a to,vnship 
in vVarren County, N. J., fron1 1811 until 1816, and at one 
tin1e supplied for several months the Presbyterian Church of 
Srnithfield. He remained the Pastor of this Church until 
1827, the C'n tire period of his services being about nineteen 
yen.rs. At the beginning of his ministry there were but twen-­
ty-six persons in communil)U with the Church. From 1812 
until 1827, sixty-two were received into connection ,vith it by 
confession and certificate. 1\'Ir. F. is said to have had a good 
1nind, and to have been an instructive and profitable preacher. 
He was a kind hearted, benevolent 1nan, and very pleasant and 
friendly in intercourse. He had one quite serious failing in 
connection with his public services, not altogether in accord­
ance ,vith hii;; name,-. a want of punctuality in corn1nencing 
his services. · He- was sddntn at the place of ,vorship i11 time. 
His habit in this regard ,vas a n1atter of general complaint. 
His n1inistry however was in the n1ain useful, though a. rnod­
est and unassuming man. His successor speaks of him as "a 
faithful and able preacher of the Gospel, who labored with ac-
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ceptance and success until a few years before he gave up his 
call," and who was "conspicuous for his great hurnility.'' 
After resigning his call, in 1827, he lived in Sandyston, with­
out charge, until his death in July, 1851, aged 84 years. His 
remains were interred in the Church Burying Yard at. Peters' 
Valley, though, shameful to say, no stone of any description 
marks the spot where this servant of God was laid. 

The Church of W a~pack, as also those of Minisink and Ma­
hackamach, when Mr. F. commenced his labors here, and for 
five or six years subsequently, appears to have been in a ,~ery 
feeble and discouraging condition. The whole region seems to 
have been a missionary field ; and hence the Classis of Ne,v 
Brunswick in 1813 applied to General Synod for aid to sup­
port the Gospel on the Delaw·are. " These Churcht1s," says tlu~ 
Report of Synod, "are in a destitute state, and req nire more 
service than the Classis can afford them. If a suitable char­
acter could be found to visit these societies, the Churches abe>ve 
mentioned might be soon plu.ced in a situation to support at 
least one minister, and new churches be organized." 

NEW CHURGH ORGANIZATION. 

In 1827 serious divisions arose in the Church, gro,ving out 
of some cases of discipline, which greatly affected its prosper­
ity. To such an extent did these proceed that the Clas8is of 
New Brunswick advised the organization of a new Church. 
This was accordingly effected June 14th, 1827, by the ~ev. 
Mr. Elting, who had been appointed by the Classis for that 
purpose. The ne,v organization bore the narrie of the Lower 
Dutch Reformed Church of Walpack. John Depue, Jr., and 
Nathaniel Eldridge were chosen Elders. One n1onth later, July 
14th and 15th, seventeen n1embers were received by the Con­
sistory upon confession, and 8even fron1 the old Church, the 
Rev. I. S. Den1und, a Missionary of Classis, bt~ing present, 
preaching and adn1inistering the ordinances of Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper. Frorn records n1ade at the time, it appears 
that the new Church were greatly encouraged, feeling that the 
blessing of the Lord ·was evidently resting upon thern. On 
August 18th the Consistory of the old Church met, thrre be-
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ing present with then1, by invitation, the new Consistory and 
the Rev. Mr. Demuncl, when the action respecting the disci­
pline of certain me1nbers was reconsidered, and they were re­
stored to their formAr standing in the Church. It was then 
fnrthr.r proposed to request the Classis to rescind their ac~ion 
in organizing the new Church, and " that the two Consisto­
l'ies and congregations be united in one, to be called as hereto­
fore, the Reformed Dutch Church of Walpack.'. This was 
unanimously adopted, at a subs(:.quent meeting, held Septem­
ber 11th. Thus, after three months, the new organization 
ceased to· exist. 

REV. ISAAC S. DEMUND 

Was t.he fifth Pastor of the Church of- Walpack. Having 
given up teaching a classical school, at Somerville, N. J., and 
entered the ministry in the PreRbyterian Church,-after preach­
i,ng a short tirne at Sandusky and Milan, in Ohio, and at Mil­
ford below Easton an~ Kingwood, he united ·with the Classis 
of New Brunswick, and was appointed by them to labor here 
as a 1\1issionary. After a few 1nonths service in this capacity 
(which resulted in healing the breach just refen~ed to), -a call 
was given to him October 15th, 1827, and on December 2d be 
was installed Pastor, by Rev. Richard D. Van Kleek, of Rar­
itan, N. J. The condition of the Church at the time of his 
comi'ng was not the 1nost inviting. Serious divisions had ex~ 
iRted. The field of labor was large. The only house of wor­
ship ,vas at Flatbrookville. rl,he other places of service were 
school houses, at Peters' Valley, and at Pleasant V ~Hey, the 
Acaden1y at Dingman's Ferry, at Hornbeck's barn, near his 
tavern, at the house of a Mr. Schoonover, at. Bushkill, and at 
Peters' rravern. Mr. D. was a man of much ability, and of 
great prudence, and was highly esteemed a1nong the people, 
although his m~nistry here was of brief duration. In a recent 
letter he says : " U nanhnity and good will prevailed in the 
congregationduringthe time I retnained, and I could easily have 
been retained, had measures been taken to make me comfort­
able as to temporal matters, such as furnishing a parsonage, 
etc." He resigned his call June 13th, 1829, after two years 
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labors. Mr. D. is still living at Coxsackie, N. Y., in advanced 
years, having been engaged in thr active duties of the rninis­
try until withi'n a recent date, and having occupied several im­
portant charger;. 

REV. DAVID CUSHING. 

After 1\1:r. Demund left, the Rev. David OuRhing preached 
here a few months, as Stated Supply, commencing his labors 
the last of October, 1831. Mr. 0. is spoken of in the minutes 
of Consistory as a candidate under the care of the ClasRis of 
Philadelphia, who had been recommended to thern by tlte Ula~­
sis of New Brunswick. He is said to have been son1ewhat er­
ratic in his views, and peculiar in his ways. Both his con1ing 
and departure were singular. He ,vas nevertheless a n1an of 
decided ability and of great power1 ,vho8e preaching never 
failed to produce a marked impression upon his audience. 
Aside from his preaching, he was a 1natch for any of his pa­
rishioners at chopping timber in the woods, or threshing in 
the barn, in both of ,vhich he frequently indulged. Many 
amusing anecdotes are told of him. We mention one connec­
ted with his preaching. On one occasion he ·quoted in the 
course of his sermon the ,vords, " Pay that thou owest, ., 
pointing at the same ti1ue ·with his fingerina very eruphatic 1nan­
ner, as he ,vas wont, toward the audience. As he con1n1entee.l 
upon the importance of fulfilling one's promises, the truth 
presented and the pointed finger so ,vrought upon one of his 
hearers, ,vho had bt~en somewhat negligent in the 1natter re­
ferred to, that after the service he went to one of his neigh­
bors who was present, and said, "I will bring- you that load 
of l)oards torr1orrow," which he did. Good preaching, that. 
Mr. C. left very suddenly in the su1n1ner of 1832, no one 
knowing why. 

REVIVAL OF 1832. 

During the brief stay of Mr. Cushing a deep religions in­
terest be~an to manifest itself in the conoTc.•g-ation. Lar()'e ..__, c, ..__, b 

nurnbers gathered to hear the W onl preached, and li:-Jtened to 
it with earnest attention. The interest increased after his de-
11arture. Immediately upon his leaving, the officers of the 
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Church see1ned to ,vaken up to a sense of the responsibilities 
resting upon then1. rrhey passed a resolution "that each 
1nember of the Consistory ert>ct a family altar in his house, 
and plead ,vith God rnorning and evening for the outpouring 
of His Holy Spirit upon us and upon our Church, and that 
we meet statedly together the first Monday of every month, 
for prayer ancl supplication.'' They also resolved to visit the 
congregation, going fron1 house to house, to talk and pray with 
the people. One reason for this, in addition to the existing 
religious interest, Mr. Dernund says, is the fact that the chol­
era was on its way around the world, and had already reached 
our country, producing no little fear and alarm. Promit:?.ent 
among those who engaged in this good work, were John Nyce, 
Esq., George W. Nyce, ~Tacob \Vestbrook, and Daniel Schoon­
over. rrhese were greatly a8sisted hy that faithful and devo­
ted 1ninister, Rev. C. C. Elting, of Port Jervis, who spent days 
~nd weeks in pr0aching and laboring among the people. The 
result was a remarkable and extensive work of grace, and the 
addition to the Church, in the spring of 1832, of one hundred 
and four 1ne1n bers upon confession, and eight by certificate. 
Son1e 1narkecl cases of conversion are spoken of in connection 
with it ; one being that of a man eighty years of age, and 
another that of a tavern-keeper. 

REV. GARRET C. SCHENCK 

Succeeded ·Mr. Cushing, after a little more than a year. Hav­
ing just been licensed hy the Classis of New Brunswick, he 
was :ppointed by them in October, 1833, to preach here, and 
spent three Sabbaths ,vith the people. On 1'·ovember 25th a 
call ,vas given to him, and on February 23d, 1834, he con1-
menced his labors, preaching on that rainy Sabbath at Peters' 
Valley, and at Dingn1an's Ferry. His ordination and instal­
lation took plac~ six weeks later, April 6th, 1834, in the 
Church at Bushkill, then recently erected. Dr. Samuel A. Van 
Vranke.n preached the ordination sern1on, frotn 1st Corinthians, 
I : 21. Dr. ,T aeoh C. Sears gave the charge to the Pastor, and 
Rev. C. U. Elting the charge to the people. Mr. Schenck is 
spoken of by some of your number as a "n1odest and unas-
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suming but good young man, devoted to his ,vork, and rnuch 
esteemed ,vhile here." He speaks himself of his corning here 
" at the ·close of a gracious revival, and at a tin1e when the 
people ·1nore than in time past appreciated the means of grace, 
and their. attendance on them was good. My labors were ar­
duous, yet with the confidence and sustaining help of the peo­
ple I could engage in the work cheerfully until circurnstances 
beyond my control constrained me to lea,e." He left in March, 
1835, the Consistory placing on their book this minute : " Re­
solved, That neither the Consistory or the people wish a disso­
tion ; yet the Consistory will throw no obstacle in the wayt.of 
their Pastor's wishes." During his ministry twelve persons 
were received upon confession, and two by certificate. 1\:Ir. S. 
is still living, at Marlborough, N. J., without charge. Imme­
diately after Mr. S. left, the relations of the Church were 
changed from the Olassis of New Brunswick to the Clas~is of 
Orange, the subject of transfer having been considered in Con:­
sistory previous to his leaving : at first unfavorably, but the 
OlasRis of New Brunswick fayored the change, and it was con­
summated by General Synod in June, 1835. 

REV. JAMES B. HYNDSHA W 

Was the next Pastor. Connected with the Presbytery of New­
t.on, a call ,vas given to him by the Consistory, October 26th, 
1835. He was installed January 17th, 1836, the installation 
having been postponed from January 13th to 17th (alt~ough 
the Committee of Ulassis were on hand), on account of a se­
vere snow stonn, four feet in depth, which rendered all travel 
impossible for two or three days. Rev. J.B. Ten Eyck preached 
the installation sermon, and read the forn1, and Rev. S. Van 
Vechten delivered the charge to both Pastor and people, the 
services being held in the Delaware Acaden1y. Mr. H. re­
mained until October 9th, 1839, when he resigned his call to 
become Principal of the Academy at Strou<.lsburgh. He is 
said to have been "a sound, orthodox rninister, faithful in his 
charge and highly respected, but whose labors were not abund­
antly blessed." 
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REV. ROBERT PITTS-

As we corne now to a time, the scenes and events of which 
are familiar to most, we shall be more brief in our notice of 
them. After Mr. Hyndsh.aw's departure the Church remained 
vacan_t, with the exception of occasional supplies, _for a -year 
and a half~ when the Rev. Robert Pitts, a Licentiate of the 
Classis of Orange, commenced his labors as Stated Supply, in· 
April, 1841, and ren1ained ·as such until 1860, a period of 
about 19 years. Mr. P. continued his ministrations longer 
than any of his predecessors, except Rev. Mr. Force-. During 
his ministry there were added to the membership of the 
Church one hundred and fifteen person8 upon confession, and 
seventeen bv certificate. •· ··• 

UPPER AND LOWER WALPACK. 
rrhe tin1e had now con1e when a change was to be made 

'having an in1portant bearing upon the interests of the Church 
and the cause of religion here. The wide extent of territory 
en1braced in this Pastoral Charge, and the difficulty of reach­
ing it, iii consequence of its being divided by the Delaware 
running through its entire length,-at times impassable, and 
at any tirne attended with inconvenience in crossing, had long 
been felt to be serious obstacles to the prosperity of the Church, 
nncl as laying upou her ministers burdens which they were not 
able to bear. rrhe Classis of Orange had considered this mat-
tt~r some year8 before, as appears frorn the minutes of a meet­
ing held October 17th, 1855, when the following resolution 
waH passed : 

"RESOLVED, That the Cummittee on l\Iiosioils be directed to visit the 
Church of Walpack, and confer with the Minister, Consistory and people, on 
the propriety and expediency of dividing that Church, with a view tu the 
settlt3ment of two Pat,tor~." 

This change was now effected, and henceforth we read of 
Upper Walpack, _,vith the two congregations at Dingman's 
Ferry and Peters' Valley ; and Lower vValpack, with the two 
congregations at Bushkill and Walpack. There is however 
but one organization for the whole, which is known either to 
our ecclesiastical or civil courts-viz : the Church of Wal pack, 
with i tR one Consistory for the four congregations. 
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REV .. ALEXANDER MCWILLIAM 

.was the first 1ninister for Lower Wal pack, under this ne,v ar­
range1nent. He comrnenced his services in the fall of 1860, and 
after preaching as Stated Supply six months, was installed Pas­
tor June 1st, 1861, in the Church at Bushkill, Rev. S. W. 
Mills presiding and reading the form, Rev. Willia1n Ham­
ilton preaching the sermon, Rev. C. Scott assisting in the de­
votional exercises. After nearly ten years of faithful and suc­
cessful ministerial labor, the Pastoral relation was dissolved 
May 17th, 1870, a call having been accepted by Mr. Mc Wil­
liam from the Reformed (Dutch) Church of East 1\fillstone, 
N. J.. During his ministry here there were received, into the 
communion of the Church one hundred and two persons, nine­
ty-one of whom were upon confession. In the early part of it 
the present parsonage was erected, the lot for which was given 
by Charles R. Peters, deceased. 

REV. JOHN F. SHAW, 

The present Pastor, commenced his labors October 1st, 1870, 
and was installed Dece1n ber 8th, of the same year. Rev. G. 
S. Garretson presided and read thP. form for installation, and 
Rev. R. H. Beattie, D. D., preached the sermon. 

REV. NATHAN W. JONES 

vVas the first minister of Upper Walp~ck, under the new ar­
rangement, referred to above. He comrnenced preaching as 
Stated Supply in the fall of 1&61, and remained about one 
year. 

REV. GILBERT S. GARRETSON, 

The present Pastor, succeeded hin1, commencing · his services 
about the middle of March, 1863. He was ordained and in­
stalled Pastor May 19th, 1863, in the Church at Peters' Val­
ley. Rev. ,J. DuBois presided and read the fonn for installa­
tion, and Rev. G .- H. Mandeville preached the sermon, from 
l C ... (~ st AH'. 111 : .,. 

Our line of re1nark thus frtr has been confined to the Min­
istry. But the history of the Church would not be coin plete 
·without an account of the Church edifices erected. Before we 
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speak of these, however, there is one item connected with the 
history which deserves a passing notice. 

CHURCH F AR:LY:[. 

The Church has, whether fortunately or unfortunately, been 
the o,vner of large real estate. "Whether fortunately or un­
fortunately," we say. Not a few of the wisest and best men 
of our day, both in the Church and out of it, entertain serious 
doubts ·whether· the possession of property by a Church, the 
income of. which is appropriated to its maintenance, is upon 
the whole, of ad vantage to it. We prize 1nost that which costs 
us something, and hence those who pay for their religious priv­
ileges usually value then1 most, and observe them more regu­
larly. Such possessions tend to repress a spirit of libe.rality 
among the people, and it is not unfrequently the case that it 
iS quite as difficult to raise money for regular Church purpo­
se's in such Churches as in others ; while for objects of pure 
benevolence they often tall sadly behind _Churches having no 
such endowment~. Nevertheless, the Church of Walpack 
have had a Church farm. They came by it lawfully, and have 
used it honestly and properly, for the purpose for which it was 
given. And it may be well doubt.ed whether, if any Church 
now had a like offer made to. it, there would be grace enough 
in it to refuse the pl'oflered boon. The Church came by the 
f~rn1 as follows : On May 24th, 1752, J an1es Alexander,~:~ by· 
direction of the Council of Pro1wietors of the Eastern Divis­
ion of New Jersey, conveyed to Abraham Van Can1 pen and 
Garret Brink, for the use of the Reformed Dutch Church of 
·Walpack and Pahaquarry, professing the doctrines ol Galvin, 
two hundred and ten acres in Sandyston, the consideration 
being "six pence and a pint of spring water yearly,'" fi·on1 the 
large spring on the premises, " if demanded." 1'he income 
from this farm was t.o bA devoted to the support of the preach­
ing of the Gospel in the Church. Twenty-five acres of it 
were sold some years ago to Williarn L. Bevans. On December 
4th, 1869, the balance of one h1indred and eighty-five acres 
was sold, by an Act of the New Jersey Legislature, to John 

*See Note C. 
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Schooley, for $12,506,-the lH"oeee<.ls of sale to be safely in­
vested," aud the incon1e to be up}-H'Opriated to the support of 
the Church, according to the terrns of the gift. 

SMITHFIELD CHURCH. 

Before speaking of the Church edifices in the bo11nds of the 
Walpack Church, it may not be amiss to allncle to ~he Old 
Log Church, in whiclYthe Srnithfield congregation first wor­
shiped. rrhis was, ·so far as we can learn, the first house of 
worship of any description erected in this region of country. 
It ·was built below the " Mine Holes,'' on the Pennsylvania 
side of the Delaware, opposite Tock's Island, near the present 
village of Shawnee. It is supposed to have been built about 
the year 1725. It waH probably erected for the purpose of 
furnishing the n1iners, and those settled around the n1ines, with 
a place for holding n~ligious ser,Tices, while as yet there was no 
Church organization. When the Smithfield Church was or­
ganized (in 1737), they worshiped in this Log Church, and for 
many yearR subsequently. The evidence, from the original 
Records of the Reformed Dutch Churches of Machackemech 
and Menissinck, during the ministry of F ryenmoet, is clear and 
decisive th~t this Smithfield Church was Reformed Dutch, 
with its Consistory co1nposed of Elders a.ncl. Deacons, the names 
of whorn from ti1ne to time are recorded in that Book, with 
those of the three other Churches.- \Ve deem it in1portant to 
state this, since the intimation has been m~de, in a History of 
t?e Shawnee Presbyterian Church,~:~ that this was origina_lly a 
Presbyterian Church ; they are called " Dutch Presbyterians," 
i. e., Presbyterians using the Dutch language. The Church 
first in existence known as the Sn1ithfield Church, at what is 
now called Sha,vnee, was Reformed Dutc11, and not Presbyte­
rian. Its officers signed the "Act of Subordination to the 
Classis of Amsterdam,'' with those of the other three Churches, 
April 19th, 1746. Their names ,vere, Benjatnin Depuy and 
Moses Depuy, Elders, and Lam bart Brynck and .James Hynd­
Hha w, Deacons. 

*B,- Rt•\'. ,J. Kirb\' Davis. . -
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rrhis Church cont.inned in connection with the other three 
Churches in enjoying the services of the 8ame minister, as be­
fore re1narked, until about the year 1753, when it withdrew. 
The cause leading to this withdrawal was probably the erec­
tion Qf a " Presbyterian Meeting-House " there in 1752, the 
land for whiuh had been given by vVilliam Allen, in 1750. 
ThiR ,vas a 8tone building; (known for many years as the Old 
Stone _Church), and after its ereetion was occupied by various 
denominations-Pn~sbyterians, Reformed Dutch, and Luther­
ans. Notwithstanding the Smithfield Dutch Church with­
drew from the other three Churches, still Fryenmoet and Ro­
meyn both preached fro1n time to tirp.e in this Stone Ch~rch, 
which was now used by the Dutch congregation, on account of 
the Old Log Church having become unfit for use. But while 
the Presbyterians had their house of worship, it appears frorn 

·thf:\ History by Mr. Davis, just refi..)rred to, that there was no 
organization of a Presbyterian Church until in 1816, when the 
Rln·. John Boyd ordained the first Elders. Previous to this, 
Presbyterian 111inisters preachrd here occasionally to those !)re­
ferring that fonn of worship ancl organization. Meantime the 
H,eformed Dut~h Church, having no house of worship of its 
own, declined and at length died out, and those who had been 
connected with it fell in with the Presbyterian Church when 
its organization was efft1cted. 

WALPACK CHURCHES. 

The first house of won,hip erected within the bounds of the 
Walpack Church was built on the site occupi,ed by the present 
edifice, near FJatbrookville. The original deed for the ground 
( containing four acres,) upon which the church was erected, 
was made by rrhomas Brink and Nicholas Schoonhovan, in the 
tenth year of His Majesty, l{ing George, February 1st, 1737. ~:} 
This deed was never recordc•cl, and on February 26th, 17 44, 
another genuine deed ,vas n1ade and recorded, a not~ of which 
is ruade on the Church Records. rrhe Church edifice was 
erected 11rior to 1741 (though its exact date is not known), 
since Rev. lVIr. Fryenmoet was preachinµ; in it at that time-

*See Note D. 
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In this Church l\1r. F. nnmbe_red a1nong his hearers, on Sab­
bath, August 12th, 1742, Count Zinzendorf, the great l\fora­
vian Apostle, who, with his daughter Benigna, was on his way 
fro1n Bethlehe1n, Pa., to Shecomeco, Ulster County, N. Y. 
He speaks of Mr. F. in his journal, as '' the well known Cas­
per fron1 Zurich, a well meaning man, and efficient for good 
in his cleno1nination. The heat," he says, " was overpower­
ing, and we were compelled to listen to t·wo sermons, which 
wearied us." Between sermons, "·in order to avoid being 
drawn into religious controversy, we ,v_ent into the woods and 
read Josephus." The second Church edifice of Walpack was 
built· a half-mile further up the river road, near where Jacob 
Smith now lives. The date of its erection is unknown, bnt 
it ,vas previous to 1800. · In this building Rev. Mr. Van Ben­
Schoten and Rev. Mr. Force preached. It was occupied clown . 
to 1816, when the third edifice was erected, on the original 
foundation, and where the present Church edifice stands. This 
third building was erected by the German Reformed pe.opie, 
who had at this time a Church organization there. It was 
dedicated on Uhristmas clay (1819), the services being conducted 
in both German and English. After its erection, the Reformed 
Dutch congregation, on account of their own building having 
become old and dilapidated,. purchased one half of the edifice 
built by the Gerrnans. The two congregations occupied it on 
alternate Sabbaths. Soon after the commencement of Mr. 
Pitts' labors, the men1bers of the Germall Church mainly 
united with the Reformed Dutch Church. The Germans how­
f.ver continued to own a half interest in it so long as it stood. 
Two Trustees ,vere chosen biennially, to have charge of their 
half of the building. 

rrhe fourth and present house of worship was built in 1855, 
at a cost of $1,441. The Corner Stone was laid by Rev. R. 
Pitts, August 22d, 1855, who preached a sertnon from Isaiah 
xxviii, 16. It was dedicated December 20th, of the sarne year, 
when Rev. D. A. JonPs, of Montague, preached frorn Psaln1s 
xiv, 17. Calvin Decker, Jonas Smith, Andrew J. Bunnell 
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and Jonas H. Smith, were the Building Committee, and Reu­
ben Shu1)e the Contractor. 

SHAPANACK CHURCH. 

We pass up the river from Flatbrookville a few miles, until 
we co111e to what was called the Shapanack Church, another 
of the houses of worship occupied by a portion of the Wal­
pack congregation. This was located on the line of the old 
" Mine Road,·,~:~ leading from Kingst~n to the Copper Mines in 
Pahaqu~rry, about three miles below Peters' Valley, near the 
old Shapanack Burying Ground, opposite the island of the 
same name in the Delaware River, and close by the side of the 
river road, on the farm now owned and occupied by the heirs 
of Moses Hull, deceased. The ground on which it stood was 
donated by Col. J Qhn Rosecrans, for this purpose, and was to 
revert back when no longer used for Church purposes. The old 
Shapanack Fort was _only a few hundred yards distant fron1 
the Church, and formed part of Col. R's dwelling, and was 
used to protect settlers ag~inst Indian and Tory inQursions 
from across the river.. The exact date of the erection of the 
Church is not known, but it is supposed to have been before the 
Revolutionary war, during the Pastorate of Rev. Mr. Romeyn. 
It was built of logs, and was octagonal in form. Some of the 
logs, and even the foundation, were to be seen less than a doz-­
en years since. The building was abandoned about fifty years 
ago, and a stone edip.ce erected at Pete·rs' Valley, which was 
used both as a Church and a school house. In this the people 
worshiped for about twenty years, during the ministry of Rev. 
Mr. Force. In the year 1838 it was sold by the Sheriff, and 
was purchased by Robert Stoll, and has since been used as a 
Store and Tavern. Among the sad refl.P-ctions that arise in 
the mind in tracing such a history as the present, is the fa.ct 
that a building reared by pious hands for holy purposes, where 
the Gospel of Christ ,vas proclaimed and souls fitted for heaven, 
should be devoted to dispensing intoxicating drinks and hur­
rying men to perdition ; and the further fact that the grand-­
son of the man of God who here ministered in holy things, 

*See Note E. 
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should at this mo1nent be occupying a n1nrderer's cell in Mor-
ristown. · 

PETERS' VALLEY CHURCH. 

The presi~nt Church edifice at; Peters' Valley, was erected in 
18:38, during the mir1istry of the Rev. Mr. Hyndshaw, at a 
cost of $1,400. The Contractor was James 0. Bevans. It 
,vas ·dedicated on the last Thursday in May, 1839. A sub­
scription had been circulated in 1836, to erect a house ·Of wor­
ship near the bridge ·at•Dingman~s Ferry, on the Jersey· side, 

, but being· found insufficient· ,v:as abandoned ; and· on May· 1st, 
,1837, the Consistory resolved tc, circulate another subscription 
to- build one at Peters' Valley, which ,vas accomplished the 
succeeding year. 

CHURCH AT DINGMAN'S. FERRY. 

The first moven1ent toward erecting a Church edifice at D~ng­
rnan's Ferry, Pa., ,vhich we find on record, was on May 1st 1837, 
when,. jointly with the effort to build one at Peters' Valley, the 
Consistory resolved to cir01~late a subscription for the same 
purpose in Pennsylvania. What came of the effort we do not 
kn<nv, <•xc~pt that no Church was then built. So far as any 
notice of the matter upon the n1inutes of Consisto~·y is con­
cerned, the project seems to have sl~pt for over twelve years, 
,vl~en on November 12th, 1849, it was revived, and Rev. R. 
Pitts and John I. Westbrook were appointed to raise money 
fur this purpose. The effort was successful, and the Church 
,vn.s erectPd in .1850, at ~.cost of .$1,300. The Building Oom­
n1ittee consistecl of John I. Westbrook, Albert S. Stoll, and 
,John Van Gorden. The Contractor was W. F. Brodhead. 

CHURCH EDIFICES AT BUSHKILL. 

rrhe first Church edifice erected for the congregation wor­
shiping at Bushkill, was in 1832 (the year of the great revi­
v~.l), the lot for ,vhich was given by Henry Peters. It was 
conunenced in the spring of 1832, ,vhile the Rev. David Gushing 
was preaching here, and completed in 1833.' It is said to have 
been owing in no small degree to his efforts that the p~ople here 
were furnished with a house of worship. With his own hands 
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he assisted in cutting tin1ber for the frame, on the Chu~ch 
fann in Sandyston, and helped to raft it down the river to its 
place of destination. There are those with you who have a 
distinct recollection of him with his ox-team carting materialR 
for t4e house of God. Out of the small Rum of $90 received 
for hi~ serYices here, he subscribed and paid $50 t<nvards the 
erection of the Church. I ts cost was a little over $2,000. 
The Building Committee were Simeon Schoonover, John M. 
Heller and JamP.s Nyce. It. has served its purpose well during 
a period· of forty years, ,and h~s given· place to the more attrac­
tive, commodious and comfortable structure, now to be dedi­
cated to the worship of the Triune Jehovah. And as of old it 
was said-" The glory of the latter house shall be greater than 
that of the former," so may it be said now in the hi~be~t and 
truest sense. vVhile in material things,-in comeliness and 
·beauty, and external adorning,-this building excels that 
which preceded it, so· may it be in spiritual things. The first 
sanctuary here was reared, as we have seen, during a season of 
great religious interest in this community; when n1any were 
found entering into the kingdom of heaven. So may it be now, 
even in a much larger measure. May the promi~e made to 
God's people of old, in_ connection with the building of the 
second ten1ple, be fulfilled anew to this congregation, at the 
completion of this second sanctuary-" From this day will I 
bless you." May the Holy Spirit descend with divine and 
quickening power upon both Pastor and people,-crowning 
the labor of their hands with His rich blessing and grace ; 
making the1n joyful in this house of prayer ; causing them to 
see His glory upon Zion, in beholding multitudes born here to 
a new and heavenly life-walking before God in thP- beauties 
of holiness, and at length translated to worship Him· in the 
Heavenly Temple.~:} · 





APPENDIX. 

NOTE A. 
(PAGE 6) 

The supjoined letter to the Churches of Rochester, &c., though 
published before, may be new to many who read this Discourse, and 
is well worthy of preservation. It is as follows : 

MANISSINCK, 6th day of Dec., 17 41. 
1',1 tlte Reverend Oon:1l8tory of Roclle,'tter, Greetiftg: 

vV e, your servants, have hea.rd and understood that you have cor­
responded with our Minister, and have so far proceeded as to send 
him a call, purposing by much money to take him from us. But 
the Lord, who has thus ·far cauesd your acts of supplanting to fail, 
will further direct them to a good end. We feel ourselves bound to 
obey the command of the Savior-" Do good to them that hate you 

' and pray for them that persecute you." We therefore will deal 
with you hereafter as we have before-doing you good. You do 
not thank us for his service among you. You are bold enough to 
say that he has eight free Sabbaths in each year ; which is as true 
as the words of the Devil to Eve-" You shall not surely die." If 
you desire then to have our lVlinistor four or six tinies in the year, 
we will by no 111eans refuse you, but will leave it to our nlinister to 
arrange the con1pensation with you. Ancl if this cannot prevent 
the execution of your unjust purpose, and the Lord is pleased to use 
you as a rod for our chastise1nent, we will view it as coining from 
the hand of the Lord, and cmnfort ourselves with the gracious lan­
guage of Paul, lleh. xii: "Who1n the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every Sc)n whom he receiveth." If it please the 
Lorcl to permit you to deprive us of our l\linister, then we hope 
that your con~ciences will not be so seared as to take away a part 
of our living, being the surn of £125, 12s., 6d.* Sh?uld this how­
ever be the case, we shall not hesitate to give the matter into the 
hands of the worldly Judge. Vt/" e expeet an answer to this com­
munication, which we conclude with the wish that the grace of the 

*.;uppu:-1ed to be money pai<l by them fur his education. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the commu­
nion of the Holy Ghost, remain with you to a blessed eternity· 
Amen. We remain your undersigned servants. 

JAN KORTREOHT, 
JAN VAN VLIEDT, 
ABRAHAM VAN O • .\.MP, 
WILLIAM COOL. 

NOTE B. 
(PAGE IL; 

The following is an extract from a Petition presented to the Clas­
sis of New Brunswick, signed by fifty-eight inhabitants of the Clove, 
dated August 21, 1787: 

"Our ancestors, a few in number, -w~o fonnerly belonged to the 
Low Dutch Reformed Church, settled our country about forty years 
since. Dhr~ng part of that time the Rev. Thomas Romine, by per­
mission of his Church-Council and people of the Minisinks, preache 
some of his time amongst us. By his leaving there, we again be­
came destitute, till the Rev. Mr. Bunschooten was installed in ~Iin­
isinks congregations, who labored son1e ti1ne amongst us ; and whose 
labor, to appearance, has been attended with the blessings of God, 
so as we have upwards of thirty communicant members amongst 
us." 

NOTE C. 
(PAGE 21.) 

J·ames Alexander was a native of Scotland, and owing to the ac­
tive part he took in favor of the "PretAnder," he ca1ne to Ameri­
ca in 1; 15, in company with "\Villiam Smith, who was afterwards 
Chief Justice of New York. Having served as an officer of engi­
neers in his native country, he was made Surveyor-General ofNew 
Jersey and New York, in 1718. He also studied law, and gained 
an e1ninence in his profession. His residence was in New York 
city, where he died April id, 1756. He Wt!S the father of "\iVilliam 
Alexander, commonly called" Lord Stirling. 71 William Livingston, 
who was Governor of New Jersey during the Revolution, was a 
law student under him. He, with Franklin and others, founded 
the American Philosophical So~iety.. His transactions in New J er-
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sey were principally in the capacity of agent, or attorney, for the 
Council of I>roprietors of East New Jersey, of which he was on.e; 
and it was in that capacity that he conveyed this farm to the Church 
of vValpack. Sedgwick, in his life of Wm. Livingston, speaks of 
him as "at the head of his profession" as a lawyer, and "highly 
distinguished in his day." 

. 
NOTE D. 

(PAGE 23.) 

The following is an exact copy of the first deed for . the lot on 
which the Walpack Church stands,-dated February 1st, 1737 : 

" To all Christian people to whom these prances Shall Com Know 
ye that we thomas Brink an nicklas Schoonhovan of Wall pack in 
the County of hunderton Yeoman Know yea that we Do Send gre­
ten l{now yea that we thon1as Brink an nicklas Schoonhovan that 
we have an do this Give gran an by these prances do give grant for 
the Love good will and a fexshans which we do Bair to wards the 
inhabts of vV allpack an the near inhabitons thar a bout an we do 
give. an grant unto the inhabitons above Riten all an Sigeler that 
Lot or parsal of Land Lying an Sittn an beinge in W allpack But­
iug Bounding as follngs Beging at the nothwess Corner of the Bur­
ing·yarcl at a Red oak tree n1arkt with three notches on the sides 
Runing from thence Souerle to a wite oak tree mark with three 
uoches Runing along to a Black oak tree markt with ~hree notches 
a corner tre then Runing easterle to a corner a Black oak markited 
with three notches from thenc N ortherle to a Black oak Corner tree 
market on two s~des ,vith three notches from thence to the foust 
Stashon Containing about fore aakers moreso or Les to Gether with 
all the Rites titls intrest clames and Demands what so ever we now 
have or which any or ever of our heirs Executers Administors or a 
Signs 1nay hear after have of or to the Said Granted Priinses or 
any part there of have and to hold the 8aid l)ece or Lot of Land 
unto the above Riten inhabitines then1 their ares asines Execters 
a11uini without any mr..ner of Conditionas we the said tho1nas Brink 
and nickles Schoouhovan have fully freely and absolutly and for­
ever own accord Set and Put in furder testimony in witness whareof 
we have hear unto Set our hands and Seals this fust Day febery in 
this tenth year of his magesty IGng George an anodomney one 
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thousand Seven hundred an thirty Seven Sined Sealed Witness.in 
the presence of us 

PETER "YANAUKEN 
ADAM DINGMANSE 
BENJN SllYTH 

his 

THOMAS X BRINK (L. S.) 
mark 

his . 

NICKLAS X SCHOONHOVAN (L. S.) 
umrk 

NOTE E. 
(PAGE 25 l 

"MrNE RoAn." -The old Mine Road ran from Esopus to theCop­
per Mines in Pahaquarry. :From Port Jervis south it was upon_ the 
Jersey side of the Delaware, and near the river. The Mahackamack; 
Minisink, Shapanack and Walpack Churches were all upon the line 
of this road. It is said that John Adams, while attending Con-­
gress, during its sittings in Philadelphia as late as 1800, "passed 
down the Mine Road, as one of the most eligible routes from Bos.;; 
ton to that city_ · 

NOTE F. 

The new Church edifice at Bushkill is sixty feet long (with tower 
projection and pulpit recess, seventy feet) and thirty-eight feet wide. 
rrhe Building Committee until the inclosure of the house and the 
con1pletion of the basement, were Henry ~I. Labar, J no. M. Swart~ 
wood ancl P. J. Guillot. Ifrom August 20th, 187~, to the comple­
tion of the edifice, Jacob Nyce, ,villiam Schoonover and John Hel­
ler. 'fhe Contractor, from the inclosure to the completion of the 
building, was Edward Burch. Cost of edifice, $5,359 95. The 
Corner ~tone was laid July 11th, 1872, by the Pastor, Rev .. J. F­
Shaw, when an acldres:; was delivered by Rev. S. J. Rogers, of. Port 
.Tervis. It was dedicated .T anuary 13th, 187 4, when the Historical 
Discourse here l)uhlished was preached in the morning by R.ev. S. 
"\V. ~!ills, of Port Jervis. I{ev. E. P. Rogers, D. D., of New York, 
preached the dedication ser1non in the afternoon, frorn Ps. lxxxiv, 1, 
after whieh the form of dedication was read by the Pastor. Rev . 
. J. TI. Bertholf, of Ne-w York, preached in the evening. Rev. G. S. 
Uarretson, Rev. \V. E. Turner, Rev. C. E. Van Allen, and Rev. Mr. 
Meachain assisted at these different services, in the devotional exer-. 
c1ses. 


