
New Aberdeen; 

or 

THE SCOTCH SETTLEMENT 

of 

MONMOUTH COUNTY, 

New Jersey. 

By JAMES STEEN, A. M., 
COUNSEI.I.OR•AT•LAW. 

MATAWAN, N. J. 
JOURNAi. STE:A'M PRINT. 

1899. 

FIFfV CENTS A COPY. 





JOUN BOVD MONU)fl!NT. 

Unveiled Tlmrsday, June 14, ICJOO, at the Olli 
Scots' Burying Gruuml, Wickatuuk, N. J. 





NOTICE! 
It was the intention to have an index in the booklet, showing the name of every 

person in it and upon what page it could be found. It was such an intricate task to 
prepare that it was not ready in time to appear herein. If auy of the purchasers cle
sire au inclex and will send their address 011 a postal card to the publjsher al Mata
wan, N. J., he will forward the same as soon as possible. 





OR 

The Scotch Settlement 

01' 

l\ilon1nouth County, 

New Jersey. 

Br JAMES STEEN, A. M., 

COUNS!lr,J.OR•AT-LAW. 

!\IATA\\.AN, N. J. 
JOURNAi, STJlAM l'RJNT. 

1899. 





fl YEAR AGO WE IIAIJ AN'J'ICI
putcd a series of articles in rt·ft!r-

• l.!11Ce to the settlement of i\Ii,1-
cilcto;nt Point. But net:cl.s 11111st. mul 
cnr1::s cng:rcssing. impcrath·c ha,·e iult!r• 
pO!-it!d, an i11sur11mu11tahle vc:lo hdwccn 
us nnd the pleasant tnsk. History is fitct 
aml not fi:111c,·, aml faith ns intense ns it 
may he. ca111iot chnnge th11t which is for
ever pa!.-Sl·ll. \\"hat rcmnins is, now, nn<l 
ng:ain to "wrilt! fnir what time's lta111l hath 
hlurre,l. 11 \\"c now rle~irc lo discover for 
ourselves nml our rcmlt:rs the rdigious 
clrnmckr of the first settlers of ~lntnwnn, 
their prohahle church organizutiun und 
its rl!lntion to that which was after known 
ns the .. Old Scots'' near l\Iarlhoro. In 
the hc;.dnning hath ~Jiddlctown and 
Shn:wshnry, by which we understnncl wns 
11ot 0111~· the rcspccth·c to,,·ns, hut the 
outlyi11~ plnntationsof thousamls of acres, 
wt:"rc settled hy persons inclined to a mod
ficcl l'rl:'shytenan form of worship. Shrcws
hury "town", (now "township") em
hraccd territory ns far south ns Barnegat. 
,.\Iicl<lietown embraced Freehold Town
ship and much tlwt has heen can·ed out 
of it. Freehold Township erected in 
1693, hncl for its easterly boundary a line 
that came so rn·ar l\Intawan \'ill:1~e as the 
meeting of "Gra\'cJ'' nml l<\\'ntson's 
brook" (which Jolter hnssometimcs been 
cnllecl Ahercken creek) nncl thence to 
Cheescqunke creek, nt that lime incluclccl 
in :Monmouth. Pett-r\\·ntson,who owned 
n plnntntion of sc\'ernl hunrlrccl acres 011 
\Vatson's brook including what is now 
Frencau nml the old i\Iounl Plcnsnnt Prcs
hyterinn gra\'cyanl, was himselfn Scotch
man nncl n Prcsh\'tt:'rian. In August, 1683 1 

David narclny, sent to Ensljcrsey by the 
Ship Exclm1ge, joint slack for his 
own and other proprietors nclw111tagc. 
John I-Ionian or Hnmlon and John Reid 
were overseers and Peter \Vntson and 

Jnmcs Rcitl wen~ sen·:mts. 'fhe Sl!T\0.:mts 
wert! to remain for four \'cars from their 
first time, (N, J. Archfws \"ul. I, p. 
465.) Each sen·a11t was to ha\'c .iccurd
i11g to his "imlcnlurc·s lwcnty·li\'t! ncr1:s, 
the tr:1elesme11 of them 30 paying 2 rl. nu 
ncre," etc. Peter \\'nli.:.on seems lo hn\'c 
1,ccn n son-in-law of Alexan,Ier Napier. 
llis will ,lntcd F'chrunry 25th, 1726, names 
his wife, .Ag-nee., aml his sons \Vi1Jiam, 
Gawt:'11 a11'1 D:l\'i1l; hut his lilther-in-law, 
Alexancler Xapicr, in his will ( 1;4-1) men· 
Lions his granddaughters Agnes \Vnt!-iOII, 
Elizahelh \\.aL'ion aml ~Inrgarct \Vntso11. 
captain Abraham Wntson uuriccl nl the 
age of 67, in 1756 in the i\liil11lctow11 
(,~illnl-{c:) Preshytcrian Gra\'eyarcl, is he
lit!\'til, ho\\'e,·cr, lo hn,·c hcen the sou of 
Peter's cousin,John \Vatson,towhom Pder 
wrote urgh1g- his rt!lllO\"nl to East Jersey 
in August, 168-1. Peter's hrothrr nlso !i,·ecl 
i11 Scotlancl nmlwas likcwiscurgc<l by Peter 
to mig-rntc to Jcrscv. Pder \\·atson with 
his fri~n,t ancl fdlo\,· scr\'ant, Jnmes Reid, 
was settled at Am hoy 011 n Cnrm bl!long
ing to tht! proprit!tors, and then: they 
prohnhly seryecl their full time of four 
Vt:'ars or until 11ahoul the month of De
cemhcr, 1687," ( N. J Arch., I, p. 468), 

Other Scotsmen came at inten·als, some 
of whom we-re Qtrnkc-rs and somt! of 
whom wc-rc Prcshvterians. There were 
l(nlherecl hy 1690 a 110,ly lhnt wns alrcncly 
makiug it$elf felt in thl" province. 1"hl! 
sdtlers, for common defence and for mu
tual social intercourse, huilt their towns 
in mort! or less compact forms. Such 
were Newark, ~Iicltlletow11 an<l Sl1rt!WS
bun·. 'fhc town lot can still be identified. 
p•re~clom of conscience heing guaranteed 
hy the proprietors, 1 '!.!ach town nrrnng-ccl 
for its own mimster." Bcsicll! the town 
lots the S~\'cral settlers "took up" out. 
lying plantations, which tht.::y cult1\·atc1l 
during th!.! clny, returning to their ,·illngc 



homes for th!! night. This was lhi.! cnse 
when Peter \\"nts .. 11 a cl his co-ser\'ilors 
hud finished their time. \\"h~n h~ hail 
Uee11 n vt:ar on the Arn ho,· form he ,..,·n,tc 
of th~ Tcti~ious cmuliti01i of th.,! pro\'inct: 
to his cousin, John, thus: 

"There nre \'cry goml rdigious people 
They go ,uwlcr lht! name of Irnl~tn!llllcnts 
hut nrc most lik!.! the Prcsh\'lcrians, onlv 
they will not rt:ceivc c\·cryljotly into their 
society. \\"e hn\'c great nct:cl of g:0011 nnd 
aiLhful mi11islt!rs1 and I wish to Goil that 

there would con1e some o,·er l11~n; they 
cnn li\'e us well and ha,·e as much n:-. in 
Scollnnd, nncl more t1•a11 many get. \\"c 
have 110111! within nll the pr<>\'ince of East 
Jersey except one who is n preacher i11 
Newark. ~rhcre were one or two pre:ich
..-rs more i11 the pro\'incc, but tht:y nrc 
clearl, nnd now the pco\>lc they meet to
gether e,·ery Sabbath < ay n1ul ren<l an,! 
1,ray uml sing Psalms in their meeting 
houses." ( Scots Model.) 

'fh~rl! werl! others hesicll! \Vntson who 
d!!sir«!cl Scotch ministers, such ns James 
John-ton (Dec. 12, 1684). The fact of the 
wet:kly worship in .. c\"ery town" wns nl
so testified lo by ll:l\"id llnrclay, Arthur 
Forbes nncl Guwcn l.nwr1e. 

lly 16go, as says the Re,·. H. G. Smith, 
the site of ~[atnwa11 was occuni~cJ hv n 
village of Scotsmen aml k11ow11 ns !'few 
Aberdeen. 'l'raclitious, nml the statement 
of the Dr. John Woo,lhull in 1;92 ns lo 
the dnt~ of the organization of the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church fixt:s it nhnut 1692. 
If this he so, a11d we arc conslrnined to 
think it is, th~n the first orl-{nnization 
of the ol,l Scots meeting. in nil probabil
ity was al New Ah~nlccn nncl not on the 
site of the meeting house of 1;05. 1~he 
great clifficultv which ,,.·c confront, next 
of course to llic nhsencc of recorcl i11form
ation, is the informal character of all clis
scnliu~ church organization nt thnt per
iod. Wdde,I together by a common perse
cution, accustomed to house to house wor
ship, they realized heller thnn their suc
cessor, the unity of th~ church ullhon~h 
di\"irlecl into separate congregntions for 
convenience 

Nnturallv one woul<i look for some sort 
of town lois, such ns wen~ to be found in 
Perth Am hoy, :\Iiddlelown or Shrewsbury, 

n111l not lung- :-.inc~ we were:! rcwarclt:fl 
hy fincling- the return for llll' 100 ncn:s 
upon which the lown of New .-\bL•rck•cll 
stood. It h.:ars ,late, ns was tn ha\''-! hc~n 
l'xpcclcd, sornc years ufkr the 11ct11al st:l· 
tl~UU!lll. ~nch was the casl.! nlso in otht-r 
towns iu :\lo11111onth n111l d:-il'.'Whl•fl•. In 
the ofiic~ of the Stcrl"lan· of Stute in 
'l'n~nton, in Book q, pal-{.; 438, we fi111l 
this 1 ·R.clur11 .. :-"Snn·t'\"l'cl nml l,dcl out 
for J,,hu John,t,.n. Jol111Recrl, l'cler\\"at· 
snn, Patrick L'nnann (Kinnnn?), \\'nlkr 
Kl.!r, Patrick Eml\' tlmla\'?), John Brow11, 
\\'illiam Re,lford."Alcxnn;ler Nnpier. Jnhn 
Ha 1111011, John Nesmith, \Villiam Nnu},{h · 
ly, Alexa11<ler Colwell (Cul<lwell?). John 
C:nnph~II, John llninl, l:oherl Ray 
( Rhea?)Jnm~s Reed, James Met,·cn (~lei
,·in?). William Clark, William Ronni<I 
( Ranol,ls? J{enncls?) Clrnrles r.or<lon, 
\\'illium Lain~ {l,ayng?), Ja1111.~s Edwarcl, 
Jolin Nelson. nll that one huuclrccl ncrl•S 
of lnml mljoining- upon the soul'- sidl· of 
laml late of Amlrcw Bnrnt:l, furmerlv 
Thourns \\'arnc's aml homulcrl cast Ji\· 
land-lots. of Thomas llurt, grnnkll tll 
thcs~ parsons hy j1atcnt dated J11nt: 7, 
ljOJ, acljoimn}.! lams of Lewis Neshit." 

Some time after the settlement of l\lnl
nwnn. hut hcfore the date of th!.! snn·c,· 
just 111~ntio11e1I. the !settlers hncl n clesiic 
i.o hnvc a dock or lnn,ling- 011 i\lntawmt 
Creek nml purchnsctl tht: same from 
Stephen ancl Thomas \Vnrne, who were 
two of the East Jersey proprietors. 'fhcn, 
hml joined lo the twenty-four cnmner
atecl 111 the town deed nho\'e cited six oth-
1:rs, so that there were thirty who look 
title lo the lamling,. The deed wns •.lnte,l 
March 22ml, Ij00, nncl i~ recorded in 
Hook G in th<: Secretary of Slate's office 
at page~. 'fhe names of the g-rnutees 
arc ns follows: \Villinm Rcdfortl, Samuel 
Retlford, Andrew Rc'1fonl Al~xnmler 
Nea\Jcr, John Brown, Alexamlcr Atlnm, 
l'alnck Cnnnan,John Hebron( Hephnrn?), 
Patrick Emle,·, \Villi:nn Clark<-, William 
Ronalrl, Wiliiam Naughty, John Cump
bdl. Allen Cnldwell, John Ileonton 
( Ilnmloul), Waller Kerr, James Edward. 
'fhomas Hoell, John Johnson, James Reid, 
Peter \\'ntson,Richnrcl Clarke, John Reid, 
James ~leh-in, John Baird, Archibald 
CraiJ.{, James Craig, John Irclnml, \Vil-



linm Lain~. J .. 1111 Whhlockc•." or 1h<·sc 
thirty John \\'hitlm,k was not 11 :-;cotch
uian, :iml nf th!:! rest, rullv Pl1c-hnlf Wl'rc
Prc~b\'tt:riorns nn1l.thc n.•St Qt1:tkt'rs. Al
lhouih the l'ast: with tllcv })nss~.J. like 
George IS:cith anrl otlu~rs, s1iccl.'ssi\·eh• nmi 
filtCCt:ssfully fn.1111 Pn·shytc.:rinn to Q1i,1l;er, 
nucl from Qnnkcr 1n CI111rcltmn11 is ouc nf 
the f:tctors that flrn.•s 1101 facilitate the 
historian. Uv this deed 1 hctt: wns con
\'t!.)"Cd u trite( tilt! clescriptioll of whic'll is 
as follows: ",\II that small tract of lnncl 
m1 the ~:ist side of ~Iatawall Crcl!l; IH~
gi1111i11g- nt n small re11 oak trt:t:, uenr th~ 
crcc:k at tht:" uppt!r-t:11d u!" the St!Concl 
point of mca,luw (n1Hl aliout twenty 
cbnins 011 n Mrnighl line frot11 lht: point 
o( the neck) nml n11111i11g sonlh-cast four 
clrg-rct'S wurl• soutlwrfy eig-ht chnius. 
Tl cncc south.w~st 11ml hnH a 1mi11t more 
~outherly two rhnill~ two 1ornfs. Thence 
north-west r111el four <lc~rces mor~ uorth
erlv to the saicl en•• k ntnl lhet1l"t' down 
tht! creek to where it hr~an, &c.'' 

,1 

Much thnt we hav" lcnrnc<I of these 
thirty pioneers we 11111st postpone for the 
present. Jh1t when in t jo5, the Engii~h 
Go,·crnmcnl hn,·in~ chungccl, nnrl rt lnw 
lun·ing ht!ell passed rl•gnrcting- aml per
mitting the rc;ristrntiott of rli!->!-eUlit,g 
110ust!s· of wnrshtp, the proprietors lin,· .. 
ing in J j02 surretulered the g-o,·crnmcnt, 
so thnt tl:e proprictnrv crn1ct"ssions wcrt! 
no longer sufficient,· nml ahovc nil the 
Prcshytcr'.ans lm,·ing :-1.1cl0 t'cclctl in ohtni11 .. 
ing a pni,;tor, sL'l thcmsch·cs lo builcl n 
house of worship ncnr Top:mcmus. 
The rensous for such a movcmcut can 
readi\v he tlisco\'efl.:<1. G!.!or~e Keith, 
promfoe11t in public nfTairs in the rrov-
1ucc'" hi111sclf n Scotchmnn, who hncl first 
hcc11 a Prcshvtcrinn, who wns nl this time 
a Qunker a nil wus lnter to become n cler
gyman of the Church of Englnml had set
tled m~ar Topancmus, nml there cstnlJ
lisherl n Quaker meeting house for his 
Scotch brethren, which ·years after be
came the nucleus of St. P~ter's Episcopal 
Church of Freehold. Just prior, how
e\'er, lo the poHticnl changes m1mccl, :Mr. 
Keith had removed to l'hilnclclpliin, anrl 
the 1 ·meding" wns ~man lo be shocked hy 
lenrning of his trai:slntion to the Church 
of Hngluucl. 'fhe Scotch, howe\'cr, hncl 

hL.•c11 ,,r;.11l11alh· 11111,·in~ out to lhl'ir fl•• 

spcl·ti;.c out pl:'111tntio11s. 
\raltt"r Kerr in ljOI tonk up 10<1 ncr~s 

011 Spotswoo,I :,.;onh Brook a111l 100 acres 
011 \\"c111rock Hronl;.. Otl11•rs of them, .is 
John Rc1111ols n111I l'atrick lml.iy nre 
founcl ncc1uiri11'-'ln111I at "Jloctor's Creek" 
which would imlicak the ncighhorhornl 
of :\llentown. 'J'he Keithan Quakers 111-
icnntc,I fro111 the ori~inal stuck hy the 
rloctrines of ~Ir. l~eith which the,· hnrl 
cmhraced were just then without 11 icnder 
and New .-\hi:nlccn was too much at onl! 
si,1c lo ucc01nmoclntc those who hml mo,·• 
e<I on to lite weslerll tmrt of the county. 
Ho th~ opportunity was embraced of oc
<'llpying the nhamlone<I liel<I of lllr. Keith 
nml gcltillJ,! closer to tho.se of lhcr o,,.·n 
numhers who hncl 1110,·ed out. The rt.•cord 
of the Court nt Freehel<I in 1;05 is signifi· 
cant: "At the re1\1iest of l\lr.John Craig, 
\\'niter }(err, \Vi Ji:un Ronnt!ll, Pntrick 
Imla,· in behalf of themselves and their 
hrenlher~u ye protl.!stant deccuters of 
freehold cnlled l'rcsbelerians that there 
publick meeting house may he R~cordcrl. 
Ordered hy this Court yt it he Recorded 
ns followeth: 

The i\lct!ling house for Relidgons \Vor
ship hdonging to the Protistent clisce11tcrs 
cnlled ve Pteshelerinns of ,·e tow11e of 
l'rechoicl In Ye Countv of ~iollluoulh in 
ve Pro,·ince of New ·Jarscy is sdtualt' 
imilt l\·iug & being nt & upon a piece of 
Rising Grouml or little Jnll co111111011ly 
known & cnlled by the name of free hill 
in5d town.'' 

We ohserve in this record first, thnt 
Wolter Kerr, William Roll110l nncl Patrick 
Imlnv three of the four who lllo\'Ccl the 
rcque~t for the tt!J.!istrntlon of tl1c met!t
ing house were among the purcl10sers 
1,oth of the 100 acrn trncl nnrl the wharf 
lot al New Aberdeen. Another thing thnt 
we cnnnot foil to fine\ sig:nlflcm1t 1.s l\n~ 
word built, as if the lmilrling had been so 
recc1tt ns to he cu1p1mtic in the 111inds of 
the persons who framed the petition. 

'J'hc deed for the Old Scots n1cet111~ lot 
i.; dated June Isl, tj2j, nncl wns gi\'Cn by 
Ale:<anrlcr Napier to JohnJohnston, Senr., 
Esq., Peter Walson, Walter Ker, Senr,, 
l'ntrick Inlay, iienr., Archilmlil Craig 



mu! Richnnl \\'aLson, But nil these ex• 
Ct!pl Craig and Ri.char,l \\·utsou ,n-rt! 
g-rantet!s in the 100 ncrc tract nml Arc111· 
hnld Cr..1ig- was g:rnntcc in tht deed for 
the :llalnwan wlmrflot, 1111<1 Richan! \\'nl• 
son, nlthou~h not mcnliuue,l in his fath• 
cr's wi1l, was un infant when his p•ir~nls, 
Peter \\.aL~on aml wife, came 111 16h-3. 
'!'hen, too, we natl.! that Xapit:r, ns lw.s 
been shown ulmvc, was Pclt:r \\.nL'°'on•s 
fathcr-iil'law. It is also lo he note,! ihat 
the youthfnl minister, John Hoyt\, !,Ce111s 

to have bct!ll the-first lo ht! lmril'd in this 
new gra\·eynrd, lying: nearest to where 
the building is supptJsed to havt! stood, 
nn<l his tombstone hcurin~ the ohlcst 
dutt!, r\Ir. Napier, father-in-law of Peter 
l'clcr \Vntson, hrnl orignally been n Pres 
hvteriun, nfterwnrds a Qunkt:r aml iu Ijo3 
htcnmc nn Episcopalian, He luul only 
owned the lot upon which lite church 
wns !milt, from 1697 as appears by his 
clcecl from Joltn Reid, Esq., reconle<i in 
the Sccretarv of State's office in Trt:nton, 
in Book F, jmge 539, ( not E folio 1539 as 
prinkcl in Symmes' most 1.:xct:llcnl hh;
torv of uo1c1 ·tcnncnt.") 

•fttcse rcnsons nrc sufficiently strong- for 
us to con..!lUClt.! thal the church org:aniza
tion nmong •.he Scotch settlers of 1lata· 
wan n1ul l\lonmouth from 1692 to 1705 
worshipped in New Abi:rdcen or ~Iidclle
lown l'oint. Out of nll these an<! ki111lre1l 
clata there grows up nn interesting: study 
of the chnrncler of that cnrly church, its 
pcculinritic~, its trials, failures aml suc
cesses. •rhese, howc\'er, we shall ex
amim: Inter. 

Anolhcrmnllerwltich shm,'sthc inform• 
nl character of tlte Presh~•terinn organiza
tion at this .date wa-. the declaration t:n
dorsecl upon the hnck of Alcimn,ter Na
pier's dct:cl, in these words: '"Before the 
sig:ncing am\ scalit1J.{Of this Deed the with
in mcntionecl persons Doth all promise that 
them thdrc heirs aml en~rv of them 
shall use the saicl tnn<I for a hiiring \"nrcl 
and to keep a prishteran :\leeting i11ul for 
No Other use the sa,lc Alcx:1111ler Nipper 
his ltcirescxetor shall not he lroublccl with 
110 tn\'ernn nor no rc!\itlc11L1r on the said 
tract of Land, Given umlt:r our hands 
this twenty-se,·cnlh dny of Marclt in the 
yenr of oure J.ord one thousand se,·cn 

6 

hutHlrc,1 111HI twcuty-ci~ht. 
\VAr:rHH. Kim .. 
ARC1l1UA1.D CREIGH, 
RICIJAlU> \\•A'l'So:S, 
Cll.\lU.HS GOH.llo:S." 

This a~rct:mt:nl was witnessed liv John 
R.cc1l, lJavitl H.hc mul J.,1111 llcj,lmr11 1 

Junior, awl on till· 12th 1\ny of No,·cmht:r, 
17.p IJa\'11\ Rlu! pro,·c,l the t:xcculion of 
the ,Iced before Fenwick J.,·ell of tit~ 
Luunril of New Jt!rscy. Th.; 1lcl11y ht!
tWt't!ll the St:\·crnl dates, imlicalcs to tltc 
writer's mind, a lack of dt:finite ·purpose 
us a resultant of impcrft:ct orga11i1..atio11 1 

Nolt: the three dates, June I, tj2j, Murch 
27, 172S, No\', 12, 17.p. n~siclcs n vcrv 
stron~ i111licntion of th!! slig:ht orgnniz,l
tion is to he louml in tht: clt:~irt- to rnnkl! 
sum that .. no t;wcran" or dwdlinl{ should 
cn!r he creclc1l on Utt: plot cnnn~yt:<I. 
This was a ,·en· peculiar nrrang:eua:nl in 
the case of a hill\' or~:mizc,l nml wdl cs
tal1lishc1l church.- On the contran·, if the 
church hml hcc11 or~anizt:tl nt Nc""w Aht:r
dcen, tht:n hacl fur a few yen rs, 1 jOS to 
t 729-30, worshippul 011 Frt:t:hill, if the 
owner of the land was ~rowing old, if 
thcrt: wt:rc signs of rt:1110\"nl from that 
site lo the site of Tennent, n1111 if all the 
Presb\"tcrians in l\lomnouth were i11form
al1y 1initcd in sustaining- such preaching 
as was possible, then it might he well sup-

. poSt!tl nects~ary to 1lelinc the trust hy the 
ag:ret:mcnl aho,·t: noted. In other wonls 
our lltL"Ory of the church orgn11i?.:1tio11 is 
that it informally embracer! all of similar 
helitf in Monmouth Comth·, and that tt 
was in existence Ion~ hefOre there w;,s 
anv Prcshyten· to o\'crset: it. That thi:; 
kiiHl of iiHle1icndency mixed with Pres
hytcrinuism, worshipped either ia private 
houses or else in "tht: puhlic meeting 
houst-s" in the se,·eral tc>,,·ns; meaning 
therch)~ uot church edifices, but those 
places which had bt!t!tl t:ilht:r built orig
tnally or aftt-r having been huilt, had het:n 
de.si~natcd as the meeting place for the 
transaction of public 1msincss. The hur
<lcn of proof UJ1011 those \\'ho would claim 
n church nml church building upon tlte 
stle of "Ole! Scots" nt :llnrlboro in 1692 is 
of course upon themselves, as holding the 
nffirmntivc. \Ve nre not ohligec1 to pro\'c 



the llt:galivc. Yet cu11tc111pornry wit-
lll.'SScs arc not ,,·:mti11~. 

Lewis )lorris writing- the Bishop of 
London on the Religious C.:mulition of the 
Pru,·iucc in 17001 savs of Ftt!ehohl Town 
(ship): • 

11 Frcchnltl wns !-it:llle1l from Scotlnml. 
(~Ir. Keith began the first settlement 
there ancl o,,·nc<l a fine plnutation which 
he nftcrwnnls solcl ancl w1:11t lo l'c11mwl
nmia ). Ahnut onc-lrnlf of the inhni,i
lants a1c Sc11h:h Prt.'shvlt:rim1s aml a so
her pcop!t:. The other part wns settle,! 
hy people (some from New E11gl11ml 1 some 
from lS'c\\' York uml some from the fore 
mentioned towns)" (rcfcring to Newnrk, 
Bergen, etc. 1 previoush· descrihed in his 
letter) --who arc gcneriilly speaking of no 
rdii.,•ion. There is in this town n Quaker 
met!ting house" (this ,,·us nt ~foponcmus) 
··hut most of the Qnukers who built it, 
have foll,,wetl the views of Mr. Keith anrl 
hn\'t: not fixccl yet on any religion," etc. 
We nrc aware the Rev. II. G. Smith in 
his sketch of Oltl Scots, tloes not consirler 
this vroof hut we are constrninccl to he 
lievl! othcrwist!, \Vt! hclic,·t! that even 
in his report of Middlr.:town's religious 
status in lhl! samt! h:tter, there ,._:us a 
sense in which he was ahsoluteh· correct, 
but nl the tlate of his letter he ,vns in lite 
wannest •):mpathy (for politicnl rensons 
perhnps) with the Scotch ns we shnll sec 
hercnfter. and wns much opposed hv the 
people of Mi,ldlctown, whose moral cle-
1icicncy, he was therefore inclinecl lo mng
nifv. Of course there hnd probably been 
relfgious servicl! yenrs before, and pcr
hnps even then in New Aberdt!cn, in Pder 
\Vatson's home. or in some other place 
of common meeting, "the peoplt!" met 
"together every Sabbnth day nncl rend 
and prayetl und sung Psalms," but an 
Episcopalian who knew of 110 organi1~1-
tion and saw no church building- wn~ ns ex
act in his description of his Scotch fricncls 
as "a sober people," a~ could he expcctccl. 

Rev. D. V. :llcl,enn hclic,·erl that the 
Prcslwi.crian mcetin~ house at !\.lid1l1c
tow11 'village (uot llli,ltllctown Point) to 
l1ave been erected by 1695. 'fl1erc wnssomc 
buildings in which the people of :.\Iidrlle• 
town nnd Shrewshurv held scr\'ices when 
Peter Watson wrote i11 168.1. hut that there 

wa:-. tlcfiuitcly urga11izell congr.:gulillllS 
may he que~tioucd. 'fhc lntc llev. Rufus 
Taylor, pnslnroftheSl1cwslmry }>rcshytcr
ian Church, hnlf n century IIJ.:"O, cm1tcmlcd 
that the Shrcw~hnrv church w:is the ulcl• 
esl in the connl\·. • Our exnminatirm of 
the sul,jccl hut Strcn~thcns our lie lief in 
the t.:olleg-iatc churact,~r of the Prc:-hy
tcria11 Lhurclt in l\Ionmouth Count\·. 
Uuitiug- ns best tht:\" could in support Of 
the 1-{0spcl, the s~vei-nl ministc1 s prcuchc<l 
in the various meeting houses in the sev
ernl locnlitics. ns appears hy numerous 
rcfcrcnccs in Presbyterial and ~vnrnlicnl 
miuntcs. In 1734 ••the people" ~(not the 
clnm.!h) of Shrewsbury were set off uncl 
all:ichc,1 lo the Presbytery of Ensl Jersey 
h,· the Synod of l'hilndelphin, nnrl in 1;49 
u)mu the petition to the Governor nml 
Council of New Jersey of "numhl!rous 
persons of the Prcshytcrinn persunsion" 
(not churches) n charter wns gnmttd to 
11ine persons by the cornornle nnme of 
''The •rn1stt.e:. of the Prc'ilwterinn Church 
of l\lunmouth Count\·." "i'hc first two of 
whom were councctCd with Shrcwshun· 
1111rl the Inst two with Allentown. In I ;4i, 
~liildletown, Shrewshnf\", Shark Riwr, 
nnd Crnnhuryunitctl un<ier the prc:aching 
of Rev. :\Ir. Robinson. 

'fhe represctttntions by I.ewis ~.Ior.-L 
Freehold's (Township) cmulitions m, lo 
reJi~ious ad\'nntages was reiterak,l L1 a 
petition to the Society fur the Propa;~a• 
tiou of the Gospel, which bt>ars ,latl! ~ep
tember 19. IjOI, and the miHSionarit.~!'- of 
that society in Ijo2-3 Reem to ha\'c fouml 
no Presbyterian mcctiu~ hottf.e on Free 
Hill, while they clo mention .\he Keithan 
meeting house nt •roponcmus. .Another 
fact tluit makes for our theory of the i:racl
ual crytnlizntion of Presbyterianism into 
church or~auizntion is, that many of 
the Scotch· Preshytcrians did not reach 
the Province till about the ncccntctl elate 
of the tirst Presbyterian nsSociation, 
namch·: 16g2, so that as most of them 
were redemptioncn~. having soltl tl1t~ir scr
\'ice for a term of years in pa~·mcnt of 
their passage, they wonl<I hnrt!ly he al 
liberty before 1;00 lo set out for them· 
sch·es. A couple of the Inclenturcs such 
ns was signed bv the pioneers in order lo 
he trn11sportcrl:n1heit of a Inter elate, arc 



hcrt! copit!d from originn1s in our pcsscs
sion. 

I ----:-, I 
l !:.~ I 

"This Itulenturc mn1lc the ninth <la,· of 
~larch in the year of Onr Lord One tliou
sand ~C\"cn hnntlrccl and lwt>nty-sc\'t!ll he
tween Samue1 l\Ioor of tht! one 1,art nnd 
AllnxmHler McDonnl. wca\'cr of the oth
er party, Witncsseth that the said Allnx
nnder McDonnll doth l•erdl\· co,·cnnnt 
1,romise nncl grant to a111l wfth the said 
Samuel Moor, his executors administra
tors nnd nssii:ns from the l>ay of Date 
hereof until llu, first nm! next Arrival ut 
I>cnsilvnnin or New York and after, for 
nml during the term of five years to St!r\'e 
in such servict! and employment us the 
said Samuel l\Ioor or his H!-i5ig:ns shall 
there employ him nccorclini: to the Cus
tom of that countn· in the like kind. In 
Consideration wh.;reof the said Sam nel 
l\loor cloth hereh>· co,·enant nnd i:ranl to 
and with the s:ucl Allnxnmler l\lcDonnll 
to pay for his pns.sng-e and to lint! a111l 
allow Meat, llrmk, Appnrd nnd l,odi:ini: 
with other Ncccssaries during the said 
tenn; nncl at Ute end of the said Term to 
P.1v unto him the usual Allowance, nc
:·oi,ling to the Custo•n of lht! Country in 
the lil-,e kind. In witness whereof, the 
Parties nbo,·t!•1tlentioncd, to these inclent
ur\..-s, have i11tcrcha11genbly s~t their 
Hands nnd Seals the Dny ancl Ycnr first 
nbo\'c·mentioned. 

llis 
AI,I,AXANDl>R (X) :llc:DoNAI,L. 

~lnrk. 
Signed, sealed nncl delh·ercd 
in the prcs~nce of 

NATH. WmTwm.r .. 
Lord Mayor of l)uhlin. 

This quaint clocmnent being a printed 
blank filled in, bears the following e11-
dorse111c11ts: 

11"fhe within Scrv't arrive<l ntt New 
York in the Ship Gcori:e & John, June 
1;th, 172S. 

SA:\IUIU. ~IOOR. 
August ye 3r<l, 172S. 

Then cam~ h:!fore me the within men
tioned Allcxander rlonall 1111<\ acknow
lcdi:ec\ that he wns willing to serve 'l'homas 

Iloms uf ~Iitltllclown accunling to the 
tl:nur of this i111lc11turc. 

Jon:-. 'i'HROC:K~tol<TOS ... 
"l'ht! sccoml on~ is cntircl\' wrillt.!11, a111l 

is on stnmpcll papcr ht!siclcS an ink stnmp 
hearing lht! h.·g:t=ml, "'fen Pence p Quire." 
·r1tc other stump i111prcsst!cl in the paper 
sa\'s, "VI PE:,,;cH." It is ns follows: 

•
11'fhis imlt!nture made ult Edinburgh 

the first clny of ~In,·, in ye yr. &c., ni1<l 
thirty-three years fictwixt David ffcrg-nson 
mcrchnnt in Etlinhurgh on Ute one part 
amt Huphnn l.-ewis inclwcl1er in Hdinlmrg 
on the other part witncs.seth that the saicl 
Buphnn Lewis Doth Covenant mul agree 
with the snicl David fferguson for the spnct! 
of four \'cars from mul after the sairl 
Enphnn i...cwis her fin;t nncl next nrrivall 
nt l'hilarlcll>hia or nny other of his majes
ty's plantnll.>ns in Amcricn, there to servt! 
the said David rr~rguson or his nssigns in 
what ser\'ice nncl i111ployme11t they shall 
think fitt to employ her in rluring the 
space forcs..,i•l. l 11 consitlcration wl1ertof 
the said David ffor~uson or his nssig:ns 
cloth covennnt nml agree to pny for the 
snirl Euplrnn Lewis her passni:e to Phila
delphia or any other of his majesty's 
plantations forcsairl nnd to finrl for a11<l 
allow her ment. drink, nppnrrc11, lodging 
nml nil other nccessarys from the dntc 
hl'reof and cluring the spncc of this imlen
ture nnd to gi\'e her th~ ordinary ullow
nnce of the countrv nftcr the expiration 
hereof according "to ihc custom of th., 
Counlr\' in the like ki11<l. In Witness 
wh.,reof this lnrlenlnre is \Vriltcn upon 
Stnmpccl pnpcr by Tlnncnn ffiulason in ye 
Edinh. and snbscrihccl by both the said 
pnrtys Pince, Day, Moueth nncl xcnr of 
Goel above written Rt!fore these witnesses 
fames Walker iuc!wcller in Eel. nncl ve sd 
·uuncnn ffinlnson. DA. Fll'ERCUSO;.E. 

DUNCAr-: l'l'INI.AS0N, Witness. 
JA:\IUS \VAI4KHH., \Vitnt!SS, 
De ,·,nndato clict:.c Euphnue Lewis (non 

not mi... :ic<l ustihus) scril>ere ncscicn ut 
nsseverit Cn1atntnnquc tnngcrc Ego 110-
tarius publicus pro illn suhscriho. 

Rom,RT GRAV, N. P. 
Eoclem Di~. 

In presence of me William Croknl one 
of the present mngistrntes of the City of 
Edinh. His l\lujesty's Justice of the Pence 
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cumpcarcd the ahon: Euphan l.cwis, aml 
Judicially d~clan:,l !-the ~uhscrihc,l tht! 
abo,·c i1ulc11turc: willi11gh- urnl was no 
wavs compelled tu do thl.! · sa111t: hut tlitl 
the' s.111tt! hv gh·ing order to the Notary 
puhlick tu Subscri1·,t! her. 

W11,1,1A,1 C1wr-.vr, Hartt & J. 1'. 
The Scotch settlers of ~lonmonth. likl! 

nll lht! n:st of lh!.! scltlt!rs, \\'t!ft! utllll·r Utt: 
control aml gu\'t!rnmcnt oft he East jt!rscy 
Proprii=tors until thdr surn:ndcr of tht: 
gon:rnnll.!nl to the Crown in tht! year 
1702. lllanlly a 111.!ccssary formality, in• 
nsnmch as Lorcl Chief Justice Holt in 
King's Hench hacl d(:cidt'1l that they nev• 
er had such right of gu\'crnnumt.) Up 
to that date, however, they were:: con· 
strairn:11 tu lh-c in the towns hv the terms 
of the Proprit!tors, who in ihl:!ir pros• 
pcclus (A Bricf Account of the Province 
of East jt!rscy in America) puhlisltl.!tl in 
1682, made the following condition.:i 
(among others): 

••Aud for as much as it will he most 
commodious for planters to li\'c together, 
whereby ~hey may ht: a meet help to each 
other; It ts onlm11t.:d that a11 purchnst:rs 
and tak~rs up of lam\ shall sit down by 
sot1H! vi11age or township alrt!ady laid out, 
or to be laid out hercalter in said pro\'• 
iucc." * -H· * •·Providetl that all those 
persons who hy these concessions shall 
take up laud, he enjoine1l to build ant! 
dwc11ing hons~ on some part of their laud 
within tht: space of S.!\'Cll yl!ars, nt:xt nf· 
tcr the 25th of December,· 1682; a1ul in 
d~fau\t one-half of their land to r~turu 
to the prupt ictors. · 

Aml thus it was that Go\'ernor Lewis 
:\lorris in IiOO, writing of the towns of 
East Jcrscv said "in most of thcst! town• 
ships thcrC is some place where a part of 
the inhabitants set down nearer togetht!r 
.than tht! rest, aml confine thcmsdves to 
smnlh:r portion of ground, anti the town 
is mon.! particularly dcsigucd hy that set• 
tlcmcnt.'' 

It is probnbJ., that this restriction of the 
l1roprictors as to tht! settlers lh·ing- in vil
lages continued of bimlin~ force uutil 
superseile1l by the rcmo\·al ofthdr author• 
ity by "the !'illrrt!llllt!r" of lj02. Our con• 
tl.!ntion is, of course, that there being no 
town built at or near the site of the "Ohl 

Scol<;'' Church near :\larlboro then~ w:L"i 
110 church c,lificc l1cforc Iju5, as thl.!rc 
was no cause or objt!ct for unt! h(:forc 
George Keith's rcn10vul from th!.! fh•l,l. 
Another fact which nee<ls to be kepi in 
\'icw is, that tht!re was in all pruh
ahilitv a mcding house in .:\Iiddlt!lown 
Villag'c, known as the Prcshyttrian 
Church as early, if not t!arlicr than the 
erection of "Ohl Scots," 'fhc lat!.! Rev. 
Dr. D. \", ~le Lean in an historical atl<lres., 
hl.!forc the Presbyterian 11 istorical SocicLy 
in Philadelphia on the 21st of December, 
1865, sairl, "Ahont the year 1695 the Prns
hytcriaus erected a house of worship 011 
a lot in ~Jiddletown \'illage which is still 
pointed out ns' the Prl.!shvterian lot nml on 
which can yet he tract!d iht! foundations of 
the church and arouml which un.! a few 
g:ra\'e storn~s. The Prcsbylt!riaus must 
have llnd ll1ere at that tlule a regular con
g:rc!{ation nml cloubtless also au organizecl 
church." \Ve have not discovered !Jr. 
l\lcLeau's nuthoritv for his dalt!, hut am 
11i.itl! pl!rsuucl~,I Uiat it is well founded. 
Although he docs also say in tht! same ml
drcss, ··I ha\'C great confidence that ma
terials are in existcuct! ·nntl will yet he 
fo11111\ which will throw much light on the 
orig-in nml history of the churches of 
:\liddlt:town anti Shrcwsburv." 

c~rtain it is that there ,ms a l'resby
lt!rian congregation in Ijlt in I\liddlt!town 
Village engaged, if the Baptist Church 
rc-cords nrt! correct, in encouraging open 
conu11u11io11, in that the Hapti,;ts would 
cross the road amt co111111 m1c with the 
Prcshytcrim1s until restrained by clue dis
cipline. Antl thl! tombstone of Cautain 
John Bowne, who die1l l\larch 13, Ii 15-6, 
and who was out! of the earlier rcsidenb 
of ~lid,\letown is still to be s~en iu the 
Presbyterian gravc~·ard, which wouhl 
St!t:111 to tic the Presbyterian Church to the 
lmlt:pt:mlcncy which prcct!dt!d, anti for a 
long time after characterized it. That the 
Prcsbylt!rians were consitlered I mlepeml• 
cnts long after thl! bnilcling of the Seals 
meeting house is Vt!ry evident, frou1 tltt: 
rt!cortls both civil and ccclcsinstical. 

Ou 1\lay 281 Ijlj, the Justices of the 
Pcucc, the High Sheriff and the Graml 
Jury of thl! County of ;llonmouth, in the 
General Uuartcr St!ssion at Freehold, 
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111ade an mldrcss to the Society for the 
propagution of the g:ospd i 11 forei~n parL-; 
pr,Lying for a minister to he sent to l\lon-
111outh County aml setting forth thnt, 
since th\! death of tlu: 1-tev. Alcxanch:r 
Innes, (n non-juror, who tliccl in 1j1,:11 n 
ualivc of Ahenlcen, Scotlnnd) while there 
were unear four hundred fnm11ies in :\lo ,. 
mouth'' County there was but .. one lml~
pendent" (111ca11i11g the Rev. Joseph :\!or
gan, the successor of Rev. John Boycl,) 
Hnmt one Baptist minister, aml ~ome weak 
brethren among tl1e Quakers," still appar
cntly sceking tu win the Quakers to the 
Episcopal fold. Another siguificant thing 
in l"onncction with the matkr is the ab
sence for y~arg from the meetings of the 
Presbytery of any lay representative, a111l 
the significant iten1 in 1; 10, reporkcl hy 
Rev, Joseph :llorgan that Walter Ktr · 11111I 
"defamed presbytery" which ha\"ing been 
continued until 1711 was allowe1l to lapse 
in 1812 without any concession on the 
part of the rib<i,I Scot, indicative, possi
bly, of morc than one kind of ludepend
ency. It is quite e\'i1lcnt that there were 
not separate congregations of Presbyter
ians at l\liddletowu, :\lidcl1etown Point, 
Old Scots nml elsewhere nt the dnte !'f 
1705. The only raliounl explnnntion , f 
these circumstances is thatdi,·crs meeting 
l10uses were erectccl and used in various 
parts or the scattered congregation, and as 
other dcnominntions came in, the J>reshy
terinn wusgracluall,I' pressed to the centre 
nml western pnrt of thl' county. In the 
meantime irregular preaching scr\'ice; 
were continued. ancl the members of the 
several parts, which uftcr became separate 
congregations were consi<lt!rcd memhcrs 
of the whole church of the eonnty. Thns 
years nfler we find admitted to the com
munion in Tennent the names of office
bearers in other churches, showing that 
the lists were not of members of th~ par
ticular church of Tenncnl, but mthcr of 
the church of the County of Monmouth. 
To cite n few examples: John Little, Esqr., 
(page 106 Symmes' Old Tennent) admit
te,1 June 8, 1735, was al that time nn elder 
in Shrewsburv: Samuel lllair being pastor 
So toe those· \\"ho are listed a~ ~dmi~tt:<~ 
un,let the thr~e se\'erai dale~ ol Apri; ,6. 
1;39, September 12, 1739 ancl September, 

Jj.p, were prohahly thu~c who w~rc ncl
mitted lo llte sa::ramcnt a~ ntctnhcrs of 
some church, not necessarily Tennent. 
So too, Peter l.,nLonlt: ntul Vnlcriah, 
his wife, Mny 4. I i.\-t, wcrt~ members 
of Shn•wshun· Church; ~!rs. l,aC.:onlc hc
ing n dnu~htcf' of John Eaton and sh;tcr to 
Jonnna Spencer, wife of Hlihn Spencer nt 
one titnc :-.tn1ecl supply of Shrewsbury 
Church. So in the plan of pews of 1754 
orTenttent: numh~r43 is assignee\ to John 
Little and Peter Knott, both members or 
the Shrewsbury Church and John l,ittle 
hm·ing- sttccecdc,1 his fntht:r, tUcntionccl 
aho,·e, in the dclership of the clmrch, 
Samuel Breese ur Shrewshun· nlso nn cl
,1,r in that church had his sou hapti,.c,\ 
hy t!t1: pastor of 'fennent in liiC) Al
though the lntteritem may heexplninec\ hy 
thi, death of Re,·. Charles McKnight, the 
pastor of Shrewshun· (nm! lllidrllelown 
Point ns well) on Janimry 1st, 1;;8. 

The missiottury pastorates of those <lnvs 
rese111ble1l much the circuits of tf1c 
lllethodist brethren. Prcshvtcn· did not 
hesitnte to define the preaching i>lnces ror 
pastors as· well ns for supplies, nnc\ such 
nppointmenlc;em~ raced often times, points 
cpnte scatterer\ O\'er the 5tate mu! some
tunes the State (or Colom·) lines were rlis
regar<lecl. One other evidence of the 
collegiate character of the Presbyterian 
Church of J\Ionmouth County is to he 
founr\ in a deed mnile January 1st, 175S, 
made hy the Peter Knott nb0\'e refcrrecl 
lo, who lived not far from the Ocean 
Grove ofto-dny, and wns, ns we hnve in-
dicatecl, a member of Shrewsbury Pres
ll\'terian Church. It is still extant nncl 
is macle to the "Trustees of the Preshy
t~rinn Church of Monmouth Countv" 1l 
contnins thcscsignificnut words: ufn con
sirlerntion of n competent sum," also 
"divers other goocl cause nnrl consicler
ntion, lmt 111ore especially for the I,m•e 
nnd good will which he the said Peter 
Knoti. hath to Religion and the support 
thereof in Shrewsbury which is one of the 
particular churches which mnkes up the 
Presbyterian Chtrch of l\lonmouth l.:oun
ty." The property conveyed consistecl of 
thirty-eight nnd three-quarters of an acre 
of wood lnncl at n pince cnl led Chestnut 
l'lains. 
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Hclwccn 16.'{5 aml 17110 there came to 
i\lomnouth a lar~e nt11Bli:!r of ~culdt who 
were 11\' 110 means cxili::-. for conscience 
s;1kc. Som.: fou111l it ml\'isah!c nml L:011• 

\'cnicnl for political l'auscs: some of 
hrokcn forttllh::~s song-ht tu rcstorl• them, 
and lht: offer of real cstalc for the Sl!ttlcrs 
washy nu 111t!a11s an insig-11Hica11t moth'<!, 
Tiu: Scotch-Irish nlso were attraclctl, 
although it was so111cw}wt later PilH-
1;2.J) that the l'rot~stant-Irish first cam..! 
in any larg-1: 11u111hi:rs. By 1;001 ho\,·c,·er, 
th..: Scolcll an1l Scotch-Irish, with hcrc 
atHl thcr: a Ilug-cnot ( by way of \\'cst
chcstcr, X. V.) were 11n::-cnt in such num
hcrs as to 1,c dearh- in the asccmlancv in 
the: County. :\1111 It is quitc as ncccs.~ary 
tu a correct umlcrsta111l111g l1f thc Scotch 
relations to the civil affilirs of thi: Count\" 
as to correct ct:rlaiu t:rroncous imprcS
sions growing out of parli,11 and confusl.!d 
,·h:\\'S of tht: political affairs in :\Ion mouth 
that we unclcrlakc au cxaminat.ion of the 
:\Ionmouth Lotmly Rebellion of I ju:.J. 
Colonel Richanl Nicholls as Gon~rnor 
unclcr Jmncs1 Duke of York, of all th~ 
h:rritury in America hdonging lo the 
l>ukc graute,l on April 8th, 1665, l\lou
mouth County or the localitv uow cm--
1,racccl in tht: County to the twet,·e paknt .. 
ces, so wdl known to :\Ionmonth his~ 
toriam;. This patent, howc::vi:r, was void 
for th1: rl•asou that his roval master had 
un the 23nl and 2.lth of funt:, 166.1, con
\'cyc,l saicl territory to Lori! John Berkc
lcv aml Sir <.~c:org-c L:irlcrct. It is quite 
~,i:-.,· lo undcrstaml Llrn antagonism that 
waS thns cng~11tl1::rccl hetwccn th~ paten
t~cs antl the Propridary t ~ovcrnmcnt that 
lcdt'd quit rents ancl taxes upon propt:rly 
g-rantcll by thi.:: patent aml purchased of 
the Indians. The tliscontcut was wide 
spre:ul throughout the pro,·incc. Tht! 
Scotch mill Scotch-Irish who ~eltlt:,1 long 
i1fkr were in sympathy with their Scotch 
proprietors aucl h:ul 110 rcn~ou lo ,1ispttlt.! 
the 1p1il rents to which they had agree,! 
prior to taking up thdr holclings. Thus 
tl was that nearly all the Scotch were 
loyal to the Gcwermncnl of the Pr 1,·incl:', 
while the others, umlcr : lll~ quit rents 
imposed on lauds they h:ul tlet.!mccl clear 
of all such charge, wcrl! resli\'e. Thus it 
was that when in 1699 Go\'ernor Basse 

(who h:ul ~one lo l.0111lun) was super
ct!ilccl ln· the Scotchman, Andrew Ilamil
tun, thC Scotch n11el tltt! Ouaker <:lement 
with few cxc~ptions ralii1:,l to his sup
port., while the unti•proprictary faction 
rcsistccl. l.cwis :\Iorns, who was Ut""ither 
n Scotchman nor a Ll,uakcr. mul others, 
that like him, were intcrcstccl in th1: pro
prietor's title to the <1uit rents, :also joit1ell 
themsd\'cS tu the Scotch part\'. Other 
clcnknls oflcssl!r 111ag11ituclt: 1ml sufficit:nt 
to swell the ~cncral disturhancc existed, 
e\'cn among tht! propridors thcmsel\'cs. 
E\'cry opportunity was seized 1ly t:nch 
party to embarrass tlte other, aml Ltwis 
.. ,orris from hciug oppose,l to the gon:rn
mcnt 11111lcr Jen!tt1iah Basse 1Jt:came a 
mcmher of Go\·crnor llnmil1a11's Council 
aml one of the Jmlg-es of :\Ionmouth 
Couut,·•s Courts. Gt)\•crnor Hamilton 
suhstii'uted as Clerk of the County Courts 
a Scotchman namc,1 Gavin Unimmond 
for Jnmes Boll!!n, who was an adherent of 
llasse, atul a Scotch phyHician n:unc,1 
John Stewart as Sht!riff III tl11, plac" of 
Daniel Hcnclrickson. It was not long 
ht!fore the new orlicr was challeng:c,1. On 
:\larch 26th, tjoo, at n Court nt :\Ihltllc
town a number cleniccl the :mthorit v of 
the Justices, and Hollen, the former cl'!rk. 
dhl "positively refuscH to <leli\'cr the 
rccorcls of tlu.: Court to It::-; Scotch suc
cessor ( Drummoml) ••unh:ss the Court 
would gi\'e him honcl to sa,·c him h:inu
less for the sum of lt!n thousand pounds." 
lloth here amt in Englaml the h:gal rig:ht 
of lla::iiltou to hol,l the offict! ofGo,•t,rnor 
was challenged upon the g-rouncl that he 
was a Scotchman. 

The Court onl~recl a uumher of the ob
stinate to he finecl amt clirected the Scotch 
Sheriff to collect the fines Richaril 
Salter was fine,! £15, Elcazt!r Cottrell £5 
an1l among a 1mmhcr that were fined 40 
shillings we find the name of Daniel 
llemlrickso11, the former sheriff. \\'hat 
happt!ncil wht!n th~ Sh~riff tried lo en
f.,rcc the jnt!g111cnt on the 1 ;th of July 
following was this: ''That a numhl"!rofthe 
inhahitaitts of :\lichllelown. to thi.! 1111111• 

her of sixteen, fell upon the Sheriff am! 
his assistant, Henry J...conanl 1 

11 in the 
path near the house of Alexander Adams, 
and beat aml grievously wonn<lc<l" them 



nncl took away their swords. For this 
they were nll duly imlickd on the 2;th 
of August, I 7001 nt n Court hchl at 
Shrcwshury. AmonJ.: the Grand Jurors 
who sat on the occasion these art: known 
to hn ,·e been Scotch: 

I:? 

John Reicl, 
Alcxnmlcr A•lam. 
Patrick Cannon, 
Jnmes :\Ieh-cn, 
Peter Emhh· 
Willinm Ilog'e. 

John Reid was· the foreman of the 
grand jury ancl hml ht!cn surety for one nf 
those i1111ictc,l ( Arian llennelt) to tlu.l 
term of Court. Each time the Court m~t 
thcrli! wcrt: objections to its aulhor'ity ancl 
jurisdiction, until Go,·cn1or I-ln111ilto11 
coming to preside nt a Court at ~Illltllc
town, :\larch 25th, 1701, he and his 
Attorn~v-Gcncrril, 'rhomas Gordon, the 
Sccretnr•:, the Clerk of the Court :uul the 
U111lcrslicritT were all captured hy the 
1110\J nml kept prisoners "from 1'ues<lay 
the 25th of ::\larch till the Satunlay fol
lowing-, being the :29th of the same 
month." This was hv no means ut
trilmtnhle to the fact °that it wns nu al
leged pirate that wns on trial. hut was 
simply the cnlmination of the ,lccp seatc,l 
antipathy to the Proprietors and mciden
tnlly to their Scotch sympathizers. An
other and qmtc a clifTi:.rent matter was to 
<1es1roy th~ propril~tor's claim of Govc::rn
ment. Jeremiah Bas.-.1;:. \\'hile Go,·ernor, 
concct\·cd the iclc::a of testing- the claim 
made hy the Earl of Jlella111011t. then Go,·
crnor of New York, to the right ofcm,toms 
in New Jersev. Basse contcmh:d that 
Hur1i11gto11 nu(l Pt!rth rtmhoy were Purls 
aud tht: Proprietors of New Jersey havi11g 
ncquiretl tht! right of Go,·ernmcnt \\ ith 
the title to the territory of New Jersey 
had control of lht! customs as an inci
dent of government. Basse nncl his 
brother-in-law, lllr. John Lc,ften (or Loft
ing) of London lw\'ing lmulecl the ship 
"Hester" and hcing about to clt!al her 
from Perth Amhoy without rccog11izi11~ 
the daim of Governor Bcllamont, the 
1attcr sent n force of marines to Am hoy 
and took the ship to New York. There 
he lihelle<l the vessel in the Admiralty 

Courts of New York, mul havin:t: con-
1lcmncd her, solcl hcrhy ••inch ofc:u11llt:" 
(i. l~. having- lightt1l n pil'cc of L·ancllc un 
inch long-, the property sol1l was struck 
off to the person on whosl! hitl the camllt: 
went onl). .-\s l\cllamont nfttrwanls 
complainccl, the f.Unt rta1i1.1:d was harcly 
sufficicut to 1mv tht marittt:rs \\'UJ.!'l'S, 

Basse ~mc1l J!diamont for cla111ag:t:s in 
Eng:larnl. Thinkin~ to deter the prose
cution of the suit, th'-' question of wheth~r 
P~rth Amboy was or was not a p1,rt 
lrnvin~ ht!t:11 referred to the ·Kini.:'s 
Ht!ttch. Hclla111ont slyly rnist!cl tht:! 
further qut:stion of whether th1: propri~
tors h:.111 or nnl a right of Go\·crnmcnt 
mulcr the grant from the Duke of York. 
The ri:sult \\'ilS n curious one. Hasse rc
covc1 eel ~~\·ernl humlrccl pouncls ng-ainsl 
the Earl nf Bdla111011t for seizing and 
selling- "The Hcstt:r," nml mort! than 
once Govt!rnor Hellnmont complains in 
his corrcsponclcnce of the cxccs.'-1\·r clam
ag-cs. Upon the other hand, the Court 
of King's Bench, hy Loni Chief Justice 
Holt, ,lecidecl that the Royal Grant to the 
Duke of York of tt:rritorv cmhract:d in 
New Jcrsev with the right¥of ~o,·~rnmcnt 
ovl~r the $;u11c1 so far as the rig:ht of g-ov
crnm~nt was conccrnccl was a personal 
coufiilt:!ncc in the exl!rcise of which he 
was the monarch's deputy, aml that such 
power of g:o\'crumcnl hc could not con
\'t!\' to o1noll1tr, nml thtrcfort: his con
\'e)·ancc trnnsforrecl only the title to the 
territory. (12 :\loclt!rn Reports, png:c 301). 
Thus it \\.'as that lht! disturhances hruug:ht 
nhout the surrencl~r oflh!.! Go,·crnment of 
th~ Jersics to the Crown. But the promi
nence of the Scotch in the Colony at 
larJ.!c ancl in ~lonmouth County washy 
no means exting:uishecl hy the rcmo,·al of 
Hamilton from the go\'crnor's chair. 111111 
with n tir111er gn\'ernmcnt the ohl differ
ences fatlecl out to n cousiclernblc extent. 

John Reid, one of the first :1111! more 
prominent Scotchmen to sl!lllc in :\lon
mouth wns born Fchruary l3th, 1655, nt 
:\Iihlrew Castle, Kirkliston Parish, Scot
lnml. His nucc:--tors for se,·ernl genera
tions hacl been g:arcle11t!rS1 hut h~ himself 
when twelve yen rs of ng-e was apprenticed 
to nu E1linburg:h wine dealer. In 16731 

ho,\·c,•cr, npon the clcath of his master, ht: 



rdur11c1l to his family. 1,ul uwiug- to his 
fatln:r'stlt:ath aml his mother"s rcmnrria~c, 
wcut in t6i-t to learn his ancestral 
tra1lt! in the Hamilton Gardens near 
•·Drummoml,'' Scotlaml. llC!rc he ah..111-
l,0111:11 his l'rcsh\"teriani~m, like his fellow 
cou11tn·ma11 1 Kc°'ith, for the 1luctri11cs of 
<;corg:e Fox. In t6i6 he went to Lawrts 
t 1r Funliug) where he wrote "The Scotch 
l.ianlcni::r., 

In 16i8 he marrit!tl a ?tliss ::\lHrg-arct 
~lilh,r, ,!aughler of Henry Miller of 
Cashon, in the Parish of Kirkintiloch. 
:\liss :\lillcr was clc\·en vcats olclcr than 
her hushamt. 111 1683 :frr. Reid was a 
houksdlcr in E1linl,11rgh, when he n111l 
John Hanton were !-.dcctt:d hy the:: Pro
prietaries in Scotland to takt! out a p:i1ty 
ofcmignmts to Em;t jcrs:!y. Embarking 
at J...cith Aui,..111st 10, 1683, they sailed from 
Ahcnlcen (Scotlal1ll) August 28, lamliug 
at Staten lslarnl !Jcccmher 19. '!'hey 
hroug:ht with them their three dnug-hlers 
.:\ nna. 1Id-.d11a aml :\[argarcl. Tiu: latter. 
an infant, tliccl January 15,, 1684, and was 
lmrictl at Perth Ambov. aml near tlu:rc 
he took up his ahoilttJanuary 18, 1684, 
and he wns still li\'ing thi:rc whcn his son 
John was horn in 16S6. He mu! John 
Hnnton were to hrwc £25 a pdct.! English 
1nont.!y 11 vca1lie." Mr. Reid hcc.1me a 
c.lc:puty s1·1rvcyor upon his arrival in the 
pro\'iuc~ and made t!Xlensivc sun·cys 
throughout the province for the Proprie
tors. For a par~iculnr scrvicl! of this 
charnckr, a map whereof is still cxtant, 
he wn:; granlt:tl a lurgc trnct of land in 
Monmouth County. lo which he rcmo\'ctl 
in the latter part of 1686 mu! to which he 
gnvc the name of Hortensia. At thi:,; 
timc ht: surrcmlere,1 his position as clerk 
of the Perth Amboy Quaker 1lcctin~. In 
1jo3, following- the example of Geor~c 
1..:cith who was then un Epi~cupal Mis
sionary with Re,·. John Tai hot, he became 
a· Churchman. anti the samc \'car was 
appointc,I Snrv~yo~-Gcncral of"thc pro
vll1Ct!, Ile died :\larch 16, 1723, aged 67, 
and his head stone still stamls in the 
'l'oponcnms ( Keith - Quaker - Episcopal) 
!-{rave yard near :\larlhuro. His wife 
l\lnr~arcl 1li<:tl j,\Juy 1, li28, aged 8,t ycars, 
ancl her tombstone records that 11she wns 
pious, prmlcnl ancl charitahlc, '' aml how 

much h!!r youngt!r hm.,1,ancl wm; indel,ted 
to her pnulcuct: we can only conjecture. 

For a long time he was not only Sur
vcyor•Gt:ncral of tht! provinc1:, hut also 
Commissioner of Highways foi- the coun
ty. On Scptcmht.!r 2S, ,6gj, he rdusc<l 
lht! nppointmcut of King-'s Attorney for 
the county nml was ,luly line,! fo.-ty shil
lings, uncl committe1l by \'I! court 11lo 
close ganlc 1111til he shall pi,y ye fine of 
fourty shitling-s." So hn\'t! timL-s changed, 
C\'t:11 in l\lomnoulh, in the course of a 
couple of Ct!nturies. He was foremnn of 
tht: Gra111l Jury of August 2j, 1701. On 
Au~ust 26, I jo3, · ht: was appointt!1l hy 
Cornhury one of the Jud~es of 1\1011-

mouth l'lcas, aml reappointed al different 
times. In Iil3 ht: was instnnncntal in 
the adoption of rules of practice 
yet lo he r~a,l in the first 
hook of ~lonmouth Court minutes. 
A letter written hv hint the snmc 
year lo a rcprt.!st!ntath;c in the Provincial 
I.egii;laluresltows aju,licinl mind coupled 
with more than a supi.!rficial acquaint:.mcc 
,,.;ith English statute ancl common lnw. 
Besides his brother, James Reid, nnd his 
nephtws, Samnd and John (sons of 
\James), Jmlge Reill left two daughters, 
Annn antl Helena, nncl son, John. I lis 
son John Reid stndie,I law with John 
Chamber~, one of the Jmlgcs of the Pro
vincial Supreme Court of Nt:w York nnd 
practiced law at \\"l•~tchcstcr, wherc he 
died in 1802, ng-l~tl Si, ha\'ing nlso heeu 
Surrogate of \Vestchcster County from 
1;6o to 1;64. 

The daughter Anna marrfo,1 John An
dt!rson, a Scotchman, fully as prominent 
in 'i.ltc colonv as his father-in-la\\\ who 
was less thai1 twcl\'t: vears his ~cnior. 
"Lic11t. Col,,, or 0 ca1lt." :\nllt:rson, as 
he is yariously called, was a Scotchman 
and commrrndl'r of tht.! ship Unicorn, 
which st:etns to have hccn in the Scottish 
cxpetlition tu Darien, ancl upon its nhau-. 
donmcnl left the sea lo marrv ancl settle 
011 his wife's lands in l\lotimoulh. A 
young missionary of the usocicty for th!! 
Propagation of the Gospel ia Forcig-tt 
Parts.'' Jacob 1Icmlt:rso11, look occasion 
of this to say when it was proposed in 
1712 to appoint Cnpt. Anderson to the 
council of East Jersey that he was "a 



Scotch Presbyterian who commamls a 
ship to Darien in the Scottish Expl!clition 
thither nml on his n•turn in nt Amlto\' N. 
Jcrst:y nn~l lcll his shij1 rot and phniclr'il 
her and with ye plum er hought J.aml." 
The Rt>,·. Alexnmlcr tnncs, a nunjurin~ 
Scotch Episcopal minister, li\'inJ,.:" in 
:\liddlctown, m1tlcr his haml on :\larch 
12, 1712. certitit:s that '"Lt:!\\'l Cull'I An
derson" had for the space uf clt>\'t:!11 years 
lived in commmiinn arnl confurmilv with 
lhc Church of England; that h°,, ha,! 
houg-ht no lamls, hut livt:tl on thost> winch 
ht! hml with his wifo, and that "he was 
horn Bapti1.c1! am! "Educak<i 111 the Com
munion of the Episcopal Church of Scul
laml, and that he hncl Litt! honour to have 
lht! Right Rt:,·crcncl Father in God John 
Lord Bishop of Ro~s for his God falla~r. 11 

Ami the Rev. Alcxamlcr 111111:s havin~ 
thus t!stnhlished his stamliug- as a Church
man. Tht! Rev. Robert \Vatts, of };cw 
York, appoiukd to settle the aci:mmts 
ht!twc.:cn Capt. Anderson and the owners 
of tht! Unicorn, found a halaucc.: in fo,·or 
of tht! Captain of £156 :?s ,111d 2rl, "fur 
which Sum the ship rt::mains his dt!lfri.cr.,. 
1 It: ,,·as n Jmlg-t! of the County Lourl-; aml 
mt!mher of the Council, ancl fillt!tl man,· 
important position~. In li36, when (~o,:
crnor \\"ilham Cos!,y died, Capt. Ander
son was Prc.::,;icleni. of the.: Council nml 
s~•rvc.:cl as Governor for c.:ig-htcc.:n cl.Lys 
when he, loo, died. His will w;1s dated 
January 20, 1;33, an,\ prohatecl April 8, 
1;36. JI., had the following chilclr.,n: 

q 

Jol111, James, Kenneth, Jouathan, )lar
g-arct, Hc.:lena, Arum, Elizuheth aml Isa
hella. Kt!nntth Amli:rson became a col
onel, mul hi~ daughter Isaht:lla married 
<..:olonl~l Nnlltaniel Scuddt!r, who wns 
kill.,,! at Black Point, Shrewshnrv Town
ship, hy the Refugees durilli!' the ·Rc.:,·olu
tion October 15, 1;81. John A111\.,rson 
Sctttlclt:r was surgeon's mate 1st Regt. 
~lay ;, 1;;;. lldcna Rei,!, the other 
daughter uf John Reid (the first), married 
the Rev. John Barlow of \\'cstchcsler, 
N. Y., nnrl Icn SC!Vl:'ral chilttrcn, one of 
whom, Thcoclosius Uarlow, a lawver, re
moved to Shrewsbury ahout li.32 nml 
there practised till his death in 1;.16. His 
wife was Ann Stilwell who promiscrl lo 
name their unborn child for him. The 

chiltl was thcrt:for 1ta111c1l Tlll·111lo~ia mul 
was marril'tl tirsl to Colonel l'rc\'ost nml 
suhscqut!ntlv lo Vicc-Prcsicll•1tl Aaron 
Hnrr. It is: perhaps, not lo ht" womlcrecl 
al that so tlUIII\" of the! clesccmlanls 
of lhL·sc mt:11 · ha,·t: hct..'n among
the stauchl'sl of the Prcsh\'tcriaus 
nn,l Patriots of :\l011111rn.1th, lrnth-thc son 
a111l g-ramhmn of John Amlcrson, 1K4 ari11J,! 
ollicc in oltl 'J\.•nnt-111, awl a host of their 
pnskrily hoth in :\lonmouth awl elsc
wht!re, occupyin~ soeial and political 
positions worthy such ancestry._ Tht! 
SL·otch tcmlcncv was tu "the Kirk." In 
:\lonmonth C..:oiml\•, saYc fur the minis
tration of RC!\". ;\lexamlcr Inn~s (who 
,licil in lilJ), a non-juror and lhc:rt!forc 
incli~ihll!' to any l:'CCll.!siaslical position 
cn:n as mis.-;ionarr of lht! S. P. G., there 
\\'·1s nu Episcop.:ll rniniskr scttlccl till 
li~B, whl:'ll Rev. John Forla~s was Sl.!llt .is 
a missionary, aml it is sig:nificnnl thnt on 
:\Iay 281 ljlj. tht.• Justici:s of the Peace, 
the Iligh S!1e.::riff mul t1u-- (~rancl Jury of 
tht:: CClunty or .\Ionmouth, in scs:-.ion in 
11the Gl.!ncrnl Quarter ~-k•ssions of th!! 
l1 cace" at Freehold in a petition ml,lrcssc,l 
lo "the Honorahle Society for the Propa
gation of the Gospd in Fureig-11 part:,;" 
showed that since the clt.•ath of the late 
Alexanclcr Innes, lhoug:h there were near 
400 f:1111i-lies in .i\lonmouth tounty, thcrt~ 
were only onl:' Inclepcndenl (Re,·. Joseph 
:\Jorgan) and one Bnptist mini .. kr ( Rev. 
John Burrows) "atHl some weak brethren 
:1111011~ tltt! ~uakt!rs, '' and prnyetl for a 
minister lo he sent hv the S. P. G. ·ro 
this petition wt:rc appCmlecl these mimes: 

]:l,J;~ri°H~i:).''.J';::~atl•, ~)/
1
L1~·;;1,'li',)i!tso11 HhilT. 

Cor111•lill!-! 'l'hom11.-.on, ,I. Yan Hook, 
.John H1•id, ,J1•r. Htllw1•ll, 
.J1,h11 'J'hr1,1•kmortnn. l{+'nrr l,1•1J11nr1I, 
Ham111•l 1'1•11111.-., ,Jr., Hi1•hard Clmmlu•rs, 
li-.:1:11• :-:t,.!11•, ,John Wili,.011, 
Hl1•hard .Joh. \\'111, LPt•tls. 
.Toh11 W1•hl1•r, H1•11jat11i11 Cnnru•r, 
'l1homa!-! ::\[11rf1ml, Sa11111PI Htillw1•ll. 

The gra,·estunes of John Reid a111l his 
wife i\largar~t, of his son~in-law. Col. 
John Amlc.:rson, and of his wife still rC!main 
in Topancmus g:ravcyarcl, hut somt! of 
Anderson's chilclrcn aml g-raJ111-chitdren 
arc dmrtht!ring around old Tc1111cnl, while 
'l'heo<losins Bartow (Aaron Burr's father
in-law) lies beneath a tomhstone that 
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fonns pnrl of the right aisle (looking to 
Lhc chancel) of 1.'.hrisl (I', H.) Church, 
Shrewshun·. 

Thal Lh/ Re\', i\lr. Jlemlerson, the mis
sionary of the S. I'. G. to Do,·cr, Delu
wnrl!, fho11l1l ha\'c represented Col. John 
Ancler!IDn as a Prt!shylcrinn, as we hn\"c 
shown, is 1-:ol lo he womlerecl nL John 
Amlerson was, notwithstnmling his Bpis
cupal training, of Presbyterian nnccstry. 
llis brother, Jnmes A111lerso11 (onlnincd 
hy th"! Preshytcry of In·ine, tjo8), was 
the first pastor of Wnll Street l'rcshv
ll!rinn Church, New York, nnd n Rntnlt. 
dnu;:htcr uf Jnmes (Eliznbcth) mnrrie,I 
Jmlge Snmuel Breese, nn elcler in the 
Shrewshun· Church. Besides the Com
pany orgaiiizccl in Scotland by \Villinm 
l'ctersnn for the occupation of !Jaricn hn<l 

'hccn mainly Presbyterian. T,,·o Presby
terian chaplni~s nncl n preccntor, accord-
ing lo ~Inc1ulny, were part of the first 
hand of innnigranls to "New Cnlcdonin" 
in r69S. New Edinburgh wns the 
capital city, while the very ,·essels that 
carriecl them were respecth·ely callee! 
11Thc Caledonia, 11 111'hc Unicorn'' (Capt. 
Anderson's vessel) and the 11St. Amlrew. 11 

~lost of the thirteen hundred settlers lrnd 
hecn Presbyterian and so hacl mo!it of the 
sick and dishcarted sun·i\'ors that n venr 
later (September, 1699) sailed for New 
York. So il is quite eddenl that lllr. 
IIcmlcrsou hncl some grounds for alleging 
that John Anderson was Presb\'terinn, 
and later, when appointed. by c·overnor 
Burnet, the lnttcr "was olJhg:cd to excuse 
himself al home for having displace,! nu 
obstinate Churchman to make wny for a 
man of sense who was a dissenter " His 
marrinJ,!e to John Reid's daughter, Anna, 
look place heforc No\'ember 301 1701 1 as 
on that dntc nnd December S, 1701, John 
Reid con\'eyecl him land on lllanaluptm 
brook. 

John Hamton mentioned nho\'e as one 
of David Barclay's 0\'erscers had become 
a Quaker before he came to America. I-le 
prohably did not remove from Amboy 
until 1GS7, when his four years' service 
had elapsed. Prior, however, to the tcr. 
mination of his servi.:e to Dtivicl Barclay, 
he secured n fonn or plantation for him. 
self at a place then ns now cnllc1l "Ching• 

aruras.,. ·rl1t! survey in the Records of 
the E!Lsl Jersey Proprietors (l, p 143) is 
dated i.\lnrch 10th, 1686-7 under the hnrid 
of A. Hamilton, Governor, nncl calls for 
one lnmclrccl nncl seventy.fh~e acres ad
joining the pnth thnt lends to l\licldlc
town untl mljoining lnnds c1n!lnecl hv 
<livers, for which Thomas Pnrcl11i11 (nci. 
cline) fonnerly hml w11rrnnl, but threw up 
the same, hcing for himsdf, wife nncl five 
children as orilere,1 hy the Council July 
Slh ltlSt. Tlu,re he rcsi,lecl in 16S7, in 
which year he was appointed adminis
trator upon the estate of a fellow country• 
nta11, nan1ed Alexander An<lerson, ( who 
also lived nt Chingaroras) under dnte of 
October 28, 1687. John Hampton ( or 
Humton) recorded us hn\'ing been im
portecl with him in 1683 the following 
children: lune, Eli,.~bcth, Lidcah, John 
nnd David. His wife was either Joan or 
Jean ( probably the latter). I-le also had 
u brother, Andrew Hn,nton. He after• 
wards ttlO\'ecl nearer to the centre of the 
t.:ounty and his will dated January 23nl, 
1702, nncl proved Fehnmry 26 1 Ij02, tnen
tions his wife nncl the following children: 
John, lla\'id (who ,lie,! in 1;11), Joseph, 
Andrew, Jonnthnn, Noah, Hli7.abeth nncl 
Lydia. He le~ his love to Sarah aud 
i\lary Ogburn. His wife 111111 Robert 
Rny (Rhea?), his son-in-law, of Freehold, 
were his executors. According to the 
Recorcls of the Shrewsbury Quaker meet• 
ing ou the 12th of 4th month, 1706-7, to 
Nathaniel Fitzrnnclolph of Wooclhridge 
was married to Jnnt: Hnmplon "'of the 
County of Freehold" at the house of Jane 
Hampton, and among Ute witnesses are 
rccorclecl John Ilampton, D11vid I-Inmp-· 
ton (sons), Isihcle Hampton (claughter
in-law), Samuel Ogborne nncl l\Inry all(l 
Sarah Ogborne, nm! !hes~ Scotcl1111c11: 
Charles Gonion nm! wife L\'11in(Robert 
Ray nnd Jenell, l11s wife, John Lneng, 
William Redford, John Hebron (Hep• 
burn) :llarv Foreman. John Ilnmpton's 
son John !incl married 1686-7 on the 3rcl 
of I~t mo :Martha Brown of Shrewsbury, 
daughter of Abraham Brown," nt her 
public meeting house of friends. while on 
9Lh of I 1th 111011th, 16S9, Robert Rav. a 
Quaker nntl a carpenter, hnd marriet1 in 
Quaker meeting Jenell Ilamlon, both of 
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Shrewslmry, nt house of John l[a,ntuu. 
Roht!rl Ruy seems to have ht-ell a carpen• 
pcntt-r, nod in 16SS purchased 1a11tl frl,m 
John Kaighn. Jaud Rhea lies in the 
Rhen g:nl\'t:yanl on th~ U. IJ. lknisc 
farm one mile west of Frccholtl, m11l her 
tomh!itont: gh·t!s the elate of llt:r death 
Januarv 15, 1761 1 ag-ecl ahout 9:,. lier 
husha1i1l Roht!rl dit'li JanuaT)' 181 1720. 
Sht: was thcrcfort! about 15 whcn she 
arrived with her fntht!r, aml ca11 hanllv 
lu.! consitlcretl n .. ~catch Co,·cmmtt:r.;, 
(See II. G. Smith's "The 'Ole\ Scots' 
Church," page 49), 

James Rct:11 sc:cms not to have ln.!t:11 a 
Quaker like his brother John. lie a111I 
l'i:tcr \Vatsun were tug-t!tl1t~r until their 
scn·icc had ·cxpirctl. 'fhc fifty ncrc farm 
thc:y were on near Amhoy is still lo ht: 
identified. The title pass.,,! lo Thomas 
Gonion Novemhcr 25, 1699. \Vt! have 
secu that \Vat!-ion s~ug:hl lo h:wc minis
tccrs from Scol1a111l comt: lo East Jcrst:y 
nncl James Recd was probably likt: 
mindc:d. Andrew Rt:cd was another 
hrotlu~r, ancl James harl sons, John and 
S,mmcl, nml many of hi~cmh111L'i 
were conuccted with "ohl T~. 11 

P~tt:r \\'atson uot onh· hatl his house 
lot in l\Iatawa11 1 or New ~\herdceu, hut he 
ulso hml n larJ!e plantation acljoi11i11g it. 
\\'hile as vet ht: was "Peter \\"atsnn of 
Amhov Pc::i-th, planter, 11 John l{citl of 
llortt:itsic convcvccl to him Novcmhcr 10, 
16881 in consirleiation or the C011\"cyancc 
of a tract called uThe Grl.!at Fly" tu sai,l 
Rei<\ hy said Watson, the followiug-: 

"Thnl certain peice of lLncl at a place 
called Gravel Brook heginninJ.{ at the 
corner or Sir John Gonion's land a111l 
Gra\"t~l Urook fourteen chains ht:low 
where n small run comes into said hrook; 
thence west-south-west thirty-fi,·e chains; 
thence north sixty chains; thence Enst to 
Grn\"el Brook; thence up the hrook to the 
beginning-, bounded South hy Sir John 
Gordon, East by Grn\"el Drook, \Vest nn
surveyed. '!'hen in 1715 (:.\lay 3)Joh11 
Johuslou, Esq., sold Peter \\'atson 400 
acres nrljoiniug to the plnntntion of said 
\VuL~on, ' 1ycoman,'' wht!rt: ht: nowdwc11s. 
In 1715 he also purchnscd lane\ from Wil
limn Hoge, of Freehold, n Scotch coven 
nnler. from whom n worthy line of Pres-

hvtcria11 m1111stcrs in the Sunthcrn Prcs
h\·tcrian Church are tlcscemll'tl. 

- \\"c luwc seen that \Villium llog-c was 
um.• of the g:rnml jurors in 1700. l"pon 
the sale of his propi.:rty ht= rcmo,·cd tu 
l>clawarc, thence to l:cclar Creek in 
Opl!ckon, \"irg-iuia. His son, John Ilog:t!, 
g:racluntcil at Princt'lon Lo1icg:t! in lj.lS, 
was liccnst'.cl Octchcr toth, li53, nml or
daint!d Ij55 1 aml sdtlct1 at Lc1lar Creek 
(Opecko11) Virginia, in the Church, the 
site of which h:ui bct!II g:ivcn hy his 
f.tther. 

Anutlwr of our Nt!W Ahcrdct!n sdtll!rs 
wns \\"illiam Ronalcl (nu111ctiml!s confust."cl 
with Rt!ynolds). lie was hen:: as t!arly 
as 16S81 f\>r in that vcar hc cxccntccl the 
fo11owing i11str11111e·11t, which we g:h·e in 
fu11, for tht.! rt!ason that it includes others 
of the lirsl settlers: · 

•·Know all men hy these prcs:!nls that 
w.:-c, A111lrt!W Burnett, \Villiam Ronald, 
Johu Baird, John \Vehsler, Jnmes Melvin 
Plelhin), John Nesmith, John llehron 
(l!ephurn), John :',!olisou, Alexander 
Scott and his wife. Andrew llamton aml 
his wifo, Pt!tcr \\0 atso11, his wift: aml chil
clren, ali of tltt! province of Hast New 
Jtrscy for ancl in consiilcratio11 of acer
tain sum of money hy us in hand alreouly 
rcct'ive,1 of Rolu.:rt Barclav of Erv in the 
King:clom of Scotlancl at ':111tl before the 
sen ling- aml cle1h·cry of tllcst: pr~sents, tht! 
rcrt!ipt whereof we ,lo hcrt!hv acknowl
cclµt! and oursclvt!s therewith.fully satis
lic,l, contt!ntccl, nnd thereof aml from aml 
of aml from t!\"cry part nrnl pared thereof 
doc freely atul clearly acquit a111l 1\is
charge lltc sai1l Rohcrl Barclay, his heirs, 
executors a111l mlministralors furcvcr hy 
tht!SC! \>resent!-- havt! aliened, granted, har
g':iinet , soM, assig'necl nml sett over all 
our Right titlt~, interest, claim aml de
mand whalsoc,·cr of the:: hcacl1amls g-ranted 
lo us hy the prol>rietors of the saitl pro
vince to luwe am to hotel tlu: saicl hencl
lan<ls u11to the saicl Roht!rt Barclav, his 
heirs and assigns forc,·cr, an,l the· on1y 
proper use, hcnefit aml bchoof of him the 
said Rohcrt Barclay, his heirs and as!-iign~ 
forcvl.!r. In witnt!SS whereof, we have 
hc::reunto set our hancls ancl affixecl our 
seals the tenth day of :',lay, 168S. 
Andrew Burnett, John Ilcphurn, 
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Johll ~lollisoue, 
Jnmes l\lel\"ine, 
l'der Wntsou, 

John Nesmith, 

Andrew Hnmtm,, 
John !laird, 
Wilha111 Ronni, W. 

R. his111nrk, 
John Webster,]. W. 

his 111ark. 
Willinm Ronnl<I signed his will l\lny 14, 

1;09, hv his murk, It wns proved the 
snmc yt!nr mu.I nnmes his wife Helen, who 
wns executrix, mul sons John, \Villinm 
nm! Jnmes, nnd four claughters, Euph
mue, Jnuet, Helen nnd Sophia, to ench of 
whom he gnve ten pounds. The witnesses 
lo the will were: Williu111 Clarke, Charles 
Gonion, John Bard, Willinm Hny ancl 
Willinm Lning. The son, John Ronnlcl. 
purchased lnnd in 1712 of Richnrcl Suiter 
on JJoctor's Creek, 11t~nr Allentown. It 
wns probably the first William Ronald 
(Ronna!) who joined with John Crnig, 
Walter Ker ancl Patrick !111lny in Decem
ber, 1705. in asking to have the Scots 
meeting house res..ristered. 

'l'he first un111e "in the Proprietors grnnt 
for the tp)vn site of New Abenleen (now 
Matnwnn) , is. thnt • of John Johnstone. 

. Doctor Johnstone hns genernlly been 
coi1siclered , s n citizen of A111boy and 
for n ti111e -was · ii resiclent of thnt 
city, nnd clie,1 theTe September 6th, 1732, 
iu the 71st year o{ h1~ age. Still he 
wns very i11ti111ately concernecl in the 
Scotch settle111e11t of 1\1011111outh. He 
wns the son of Jolu!']olmstone of Ochil
tree, Scotlnncl, who lmd been listecl by 
the government in May, 1684, its n fu!,'1· 
t,ve having been in unns against the 
Crown. An dder brother, Janu, .. John
stone, cnme in 1684 nncl settlecl in what 
was then Monmouth County and called 
the pince Spottiswoode, hnving lh·ed iu 
Spottiswoode, Scollnnd, for some time. 
James wns lnrgdy iustru111eutnl iu his 
brother John's co111iug to East Jersey. He 
wrote on Dece111ber 12th, 1684, saying, 
among other things, this concernh1g the 
religious condition of the l'rO\·ince: 

"'l'he old inhnhitnuts are a most care• 
les.s, iufrugal Peopl!'; their profession are 
most part Protesta11ts, few Q11akers, some 
A11abaptisls, it is 111ost desired there may 
he some Ministers sent us· o,·er, they 
would have considerable Benefices nud 
good Estates; and since it· would be a 

mutter of grcnt l'icty, I hope ye will be 
instrumentull to nch-isc some over to 
us. * * * Whnt I most enrnestl,• rle
sirc of you, for the encouragt:mcnt of this 
l'ln11t11tio11, is yo11 wo11!1l be Justrmuentnl 
to scncl us over some l\linisters1 who I 
clnre eugndge shnll nfterwnrds ever he 
thnukfull, nud I obli,Jged to be your ever 
nlfectionnte Brotl,er, 

jAllltSJOnNSTONa:" 
James hml nine persons with him upon 

his nrrival nud claimer) heacl lnurls for 
llmt number. He lnicl out aurl clenrecl 
the hi.;hwny hetweeu Amboy nm! Cross
wicks. He died iu 1698. His brother 
Johu was II drng1,,ist 111 E11i11lmrgh and 
wns born in 1661. He wns uumnrriccl 
when he was clesiguatecl in "Scols l\lodel 
of the Government of East Jersey" ns oue 
of the persons to whom applicntion might 
be mnde for pnssnge 011 the "Henry & 
l'rnncis." His place of business wns at 
the sign of the "'l'he Unicorn" in Ecliu
burgh. It mny ha\'e heen the persuasion 
of his brother. more possibly thnt of the 
daughter of George Scot, the projector of 
the voyage, that incluced Johu Joh11sto1u,, 
the clr~!{ist, to embark September 5th, 
1685, 11t Leith. 'l'he· disastrous voyage is 
familiar to nil students of Scotch history. 
Scot (l: .. ~ird of Pitlochie), his wife, her 
sister-111-law, Ludy Aithernie and her 
children died. Scot's daughter, Euphnm, 
was left an orphan nncl not only so. but 
her uncle am! nunt, William aucl Eup
ham Rigg, also died, leaving their pro
perty to their neice. Joh11 Johnstone and 
Euplmm Scott were married April 18th, 
1686. It is but just to say thnt the stric
tures of ,vodrow upon Dr. Johnstone, so 
completely refuted by Whitehead (con
tributions to E. J. History), 11ee1l to be 
tnken cum gm110 salis. 

Lnrge quantitiesoflnnd had h_een grnut
ed Dr. Johnstone·• father-in-law and his 
daughter petitioned for her iuheritn11ce. 
'l'his wns granted nm! her husband wns put 
in possession of a large tract ofland in 
l\lonmo11th County not far from the New 
Ahercleeu. 'l'he patent some time after 
(Juue 9th, 1;01), gives the name of the 
trnct ns "Scotchesterb11rg." In all Dr. 
Johnstone ,bud patented to him 30.611 
acres. . He wns not a passenger of neces-



sit!', hut wns one of the few \'o)untary 
emigranls. Slill it is quite possible lhnt, 
owing lo his family relations, he was ill 
nt ense in Scollnnd. A ;\!is., Hume camt! 
over in the ,·es.,el with Johnstone. 
Whether her fol11er nm\ mother ( who wn.s 
Johnslone's sister) were of those who 
perishecl on the ,·oynge. we ,lo not know, 
but she hecnmc the wifo of William Hoge 
named nbO\·e ns the unceslor of the lung 
line of Southern l'.reshyterian clergymen, 
Daclor Johnstone, possibly by re,Lsoll of 
bis hnving heen n drug1,>ist in Edinhnri-:h, 
nhnost im uec\intely entere,I upon lht! 
prnctici! of medicine,nl first in New York, 
but ere long he reuto\·ecl, uot to Amboy 
ns is sometim~s taken for granted, but to 
l\Ionmouth County. 'rite latter pnrt of 
bis lifo_ he undouhtcclly spent in Amboy. 
Por tlurteen vcnrs he was n member of 
the Provincmi Assembly nnd for ten of 
them Spen~er. He wns one of the Com
missioners ·in 1719-w for 5"ttlini-: the 
b:,undnry between New York nm! New 
Jersev. He heh! numerous offices. 

An-other Scotchman with whom he was 
brought iu touch was Da\'id Jamison, one 
of the "Sweet sinBers." 'rhe latter was 
erratic in the heg11111ing of his rcli~ious 
career and banisl1cd in 1685, nncl on his 
arrival was buuucl to Jllr. Lockhnrt of 
Woodbridge, who n.ssignccl the indenture 
lo Mr. Clarke of New York. After ha,·
ing served his time he became n lawyer 
and in 1710 Governor Hunter tnarle him 
Chief Justice of New Jersey. Heh was 
tlmt defended Rev. Fr.mcis lllnkemie in 
1707 when nrrestecl in .New York ior 
preaching will1011t a license. nm! their 
mutual friend, Dr. John Johnstone of 
Scolchesterburg, lllomnouth County, New 
Jerse,·, who went bail for the arrestee\ 
minister, nm\ Dr. Johnslone's oldest son 
(ham l\Iny 7th, 1691, diec\ 1732), John 
cemented the friendship between the 
families h>· mnrrying the daughter of 
Chief Justice Davul Jamison and settling 
near his father's cou11try sent in Mon
mouth. Upon Dr. Johnstone's denth the 
Philnc\elphin Weekly 1Jferc11ry Imel this 
notice of him: 

"Pertli Amboy, Sept. 19, 1732.-On the 
6th inst. dice! here in the 71st year of his 
age Doctor John Johnstone, very much 
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lnmenle,1 by ·nil who knew him 111111 lo 
the inexprc-ssihlc loss of the poor who 
were always his pnrlicu1nr cnrl!." 

lJr. Johnstom: hnd six sons, John, An
drew, \Villinm, James, Gt..~rgc and Lewis 
-\\'illinm 11ml Jumes cliec\ iti" chilclhooc\
nml SC\'ett daughters, 01Jy. two of whom 
were married. A lnrgt! and rcspccte,l 
posterity in i\lon111outh County nnd else
where nre in the line of the "E<li11burglt 
Druggist. 11 Doctor Joh nstonc wns nn im
portant member of the little l'rcshykri1111 
Co111111unhy. His lnmls joinc,1 those of 
Peter \Vatsou n11d the marriage is iecurch~d 
in old 'rennent, ~luy 17, 1750, of l\lichnel 
Johnston nnd Euphenin Wntson. It is hy 
no means to he womlcr~,1 nt that Dr. 
Johnstone, whose name is the first in the 
survey 111111 return fur ·the Scotch sc,llle
ment of New Aher1lcc11, should nlso he 
the first nnmecl in the deed for the site of 
uohl •rt!nllent." (Symn~es' Old Tenntmt, 
pnge 109 )., , lie wus nl tunes n memher uf 
the Pro\'incinl Council i11 New York nml 
in Ijt6 s~cms to hn,·e been .Mayor oflhnt 
citv. Ile had great infinence with Go,·er
no'r Hunter, who wns churg:etl with hn,·
ing eSJlC>Usccl the Scotch or Countn· party. 

Governor Robert lluntcr \\'US n native 
of Scotian<\ nncl in youth was npprenlice<I 
to nu Apothecary nncl may hnve been 
ncquninte,I with Dr. Johnstone Lefore 
coming in tjog to the Province: as its 
Governor. Dr. Johnstone muy ha,·e heen 
inslrument;,1 in hnvi11g l\Inkemit:'s mlvo
cnte mnde Chief Justice hy the Governor. 

: ~Vhcn George Keith returnecl to lllo11-
111outh in the orders of the Church of 
England ns a missionary of the S. l'. G., 
he records that on Jnnunry 9tl1, 1704, he 
prenchc<l to a C'>nsidernble auditory nt the 
house of Dr. Johnstone in the "Ncther
sinks," i. e., Nnvesinks,• from Ps. 119, 
verses 5, n3. 

Doctor Johnstone wns also residing in 
lllonmoulh nhout 1710 when he was 
"second Judge" of the ;.\Ion mouth Courts, 
Lewis l\Iorris being the "first" or Presid
ing Judge, although both were rcpre, 
sented by opponents as living in .New 
York, ancl 1\oubtless much of their lime 
was spent in the city. Dr. Johnstone was 
not only prominent in the politics of the 

-two ,provinces, but, the trials nncl persecu-
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lions of his own fumilv aml of his father
in-law's ( Lai rel of Pitlockie) must have in
tensified his zeal and de\'olion lo the kirk, 
aml we have no doubt that when in New 
York Citv he wns to be found with his 
compatriots in the Presh\'lerilln llteeting, 
where Mukeu1ie preached, and wiU1 
them laid the foundations of the First 
Church o~ New York, ns well us of Ten
nent in New Jersey. 

No history of the Scotch setllemenl of 
lllonmouth coul<i he written that left out 
the remarkable career of Rev. George 
Keith. Born in 163S in Aberdeen, Scot
lond, of Presbyterian parentage, Geor~e 
Keith had the mlva11L1ges of a "splendid 
education" ns well in the National schools 
ns nt the University of Aber,leen, where 
he had his clegree of i\lastcr of Arts. Of 
wonderful mental endowment and line 
personal aepearnnce, he had a conficlcnce 
or st,lf-rehance that was admired by 
friends, but stigmatized by ad\'ersnries as 
conceit and vain glory. He cume back 
lo his friends in Aberdeen in 1664 from 
lite south of Scotland iu Presbyterian 
orders and soon after adopted the prin
ciples of the Quakers, which involved. 
llim in persecution and imprisonments. 
As a Quaker missionary he visited Hol
land in 1677 in company with Robert 
Barclay, William Penn and others of 
prominence in the sect, while two yeurs 
before he and Barclay had ,lisputed in 
defence of Quaker doctrines with the 
scholars of the University of Aberdcrn. 
About this time he also wrote· a number 
of able treatises in vinclication aml ex
planation of their form of belief, and with 
Penn, George Whitin~ and Stephen Crisp 
argued with the Unpllsts ·or J,onclon. In 
1682 he wns appointed to lake charge of a 
Quaker school at Edmonton, where he 
was persecuted for preaching and teach
ii1g without a license and refusing to take 
the required onth, wns imprisaned. .The 
next year (1683) he taught sc~10ol at 
1'heobalds, where he ha,l ns a pupil a son 
of his collaborer, Robert Barclay. ln 
1684 he removed to J,cmdon, where he 
wns hnpriso1icd for fivi, months in New
gate for nonconfonnily. At this time the 
"Proprietors of Enst Jersey" were mainly 
if not all Quakers and Robert Barclay wns 

the Govct"rnor. i'hus it wns hy no means 
surprising that Keith should be drnwn 
towards New Jersev. 

Besides, Go,·ernor Uarclay, as we have 
seen, had been associated witll Keith,lmcl 
like him been ori1,<i11ally a Presbyterian, 
hnt unlike him had gone into the Quaker 
through the Ro11m11 Catholic communion. 
Fantnslic theories were abundant and it 
wns no unusual thing for profound 
scholars and able statesmen to imbibe the 
·most curious doctrines and notions. Gm·• 
ernor Barclay himself in 1672 in obedi
ence lo n fnucied commntul walked the 
streets of Aberdeen in "sackcloth and 
ashes." ~ · 

Keith imbibed, largely from the writ
ings of Van Helmont, some strange 
speculative opinions. He embraced the 
doctrine of the trausmigmtion of souls. 
He held that the Mosnic 11arrntive wns 
wholly allegorical and also belie,·ed some 
curions notions respecting Adam and 
E,·e. He wns appomted to the post of 
Surveyor General of Eastjersey, where 
he nrrh·ecl in 1685 with large supplies and 
six seNa11Ls, for whom he claimecl and 
was allowecl the usual "head lands." He 
wns nu eseecially fine SUr\'e,·o'r ancl 
nmthematicmn, a fact not inlreqnently 
overlooked in view of his comet like 
theological career. 

On the 5th of March, 1685, Charles 
Gordon wrote from Amboy that Georgi, 
Keith Imel brought ,'l'ith him tl1ree weeks 
hefore. 11l\lnthen1aticks1

' nud 11 Renjautin 
Clark a library of books to sell." Al
thoui,h npeointcd July 31, 1684, it wns 
not till Apnl 9th, 1685, thut he presented 
himself to the "Council of Proprietors" 
in Amboy, but the office being already 
inco11ve111e11tly filled it wns 11ot till June 
12th that it wns cleclared vacant and lllr. 
Keith authorized to qualify. · 

He lived for a time in Amboy, but in 
1687, the year i11 which he ran the clivi
sion line between East and \Vest Jersev, 
still known ns "Keith's line," he re
moved to what is now Freehold Town
ship, residing as nearly as can now be 
ascertained a short distance to the south
west of the present town of Freehold. 

In 1689, however, he removed to Phila
delphia from "Freehold," of which settle-
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n1ent lu.! hus hccn cnllc1l lht! fumulc1· hv 
~11s011 or his having imlucccl utl1ttr 
Quaker plditters, hath Unglish anc\ Scotch, 
to "tnke up" lnmls 111 lhnt vicinity. His 
ohjt:cl in rt:moving wns to take charge of 
n Qunkcr School' which, h was hoped, 
wouhl grow into n Col1eg:c. llis compl.!11• 
sntion wns lo he fifty pounds lht! lir:,tyc.tr 
( 120 vearly-nf,er the first) nm\ a house for 
his fa'mily, .. the poor to he t:t.llA .t g-ruti:-." 
He 11.:ft the school, howt:\'1.!r. al the cml of 
tht: y,ar. In 16g1 he ,;old his plantation 
at l'reebolil to the Quaker !{ohert Rhen 
\Rny). He travdli:<l into Nt:w Unglan,I 
in propagation of Quaker doctrine. hav
ing tlisputntions with Incrcns\! and Cotton 
i\lnther. 

Upun his rt:tum to i'hilndelphin, be 
cn~ng~tf in contro\'ersy with his own tic· 
uuminntion upon qucsl ions conct:rning 
doctrine nncl ,liscipline. He chnrge<l the 
Quakers with dorng away hy allegory 
with the real suffering of the Saviour mul 
tlu,reby rlc-;troving the doctrine of th" 
nlonement. ni, also chnrgccl them with 
Deism. 

William Penn was in London mu! re
membering Kt!ilh as he hatl known him, 
,hcl' not hesitate to write lo Justice• 
Turner in Philmldphia clei;,nding "Hon
est George Keith mu! his Plntonic 
studies." Ilut when Inter he learned 
more 1mrticulars he re\'isetl his opinion of 
his former nssociat~. 

At a 1necti11g of Qttnkt>r prt:achers in 
Junc,,1692. in l'hiladdphin "adeclnrnlion 
or testimony of cl!.!uial'' was drawn up 
denouncing Keith nncl his comluct, his 
'

10,·erheoring temper nncl nn unchristian 
disposition of mind." K.eith "\lpealt!<l-lo 
the general tnet:ting of Friem s ut llur- · 
lin,;ton mu! nlso wrote a· peppery ndclress 
wlnch resulted in the town authorities, 
who were nll Quakers, having Keith pro
clnime,1 in th" Market pince hy the lawn 
crier ni; "n scditioug person and nn enemy 
to the King and Quel.!11's g:o\·crnmcnt. '' 
The ge·ucrnl . uu:cting' nlso denounced 
Keith um! his leaching nm\ be procc>Cdecl 
to crystalliz" his following into societies 
variol1sly kno,.,,·n us ''Kcithans,'' ''Keith 
Quakers.'' · ".Christian Quakers" nncl 
"Qnnkc:r Baptists." Larg:c numhcrs guth
ercd nhont him nnd in lllonmouth County 

the Quaker 111~cti11g al .. ·ropnnemus" 
hccnmc one of the new dcnominatir n. It 
is nllngcther likely thnl Keith while lh·
in~ in l\lonmouth hod ht!en inslrumentnl 
iu gnthcring the Quakers into the •ropo11e-
111us meeting-, nm.l so nOw with his i11-
te1lt:clt1al ahiliw it wns compurnth·ely 
easy to lcncl m(,st nf them on, conslllcr
ing: too, tlu: g"enen\1 i11stahilitv of the 
age. Notwithstamling the lnrJ.{e 

1

1111mhtrs 
who followed him, Kdth wu~ unsatisfied 
n111I in 169,1 nppculcd tu the Y"~rh• meet
ing of Friends in London and n]lpeare1l 
thert: in person. At that 111(.!Cting- he 
c:uue jnto dirrct collision with \\"illium 
PC"nn. Penn wns prcachin~ from the 
text "The hloocl of Jesus Christ His s011 

cit:nnseth from all sin," 111111 urg,uing 
lhert:from that "the hloo•I is the life nm! 
the lifo is tltt! lii:ht within them." This 
proposition Kt:ith procc('(lt!d to refute hy 
.i~monstrnting that "sin wns clc1111st:d hy 
the hi. a,1 of Christ actnally shed upon 
Cah·ary."' Penn declares that he ( l'enn) 
clid not know wh~ther he '1wns sitting, 
stumling: or upm1 his knccsi'' hut ·burst 
forth "l pronounce thee: an n1~ostnle over 
the l1e:ul of thee." The u11ani111011~ sen• 
tl:nct! nf the l,oml011 Yl.!'nrly 1111:cting: was: 
'"It is the sense and jmlg-mcnt of this 
meeting tlrn1 the said Geor~c: Keith is 
gone from tht, blessed unity of lb~ pence
nhlc Spirit of our I,ord Jesus Christ nnd 
hath thereby separate<! himself from the 
holy fellowship of the Church of Christ: 
nn,l thnt whilst he is in an unrcccmciled 
nml tmchUritnhle st..'lte he ought not to 
preach or pruy in an,· of Friends' l\It!et-
1ng:s, nor be owned oi- receivetl ns one of 
us: until by a public and henrty ncknowl
ec\g.,rnent of the great offence he hath 
g:iven nncl hurt he hnth done and con
demnation of himself therefore, he gives 
proof of his unfeigned rcpcnt.a11ce and 
does his en<len,·or to remove nml tnkc off 
the reproach he hnth brought upon 'l'rulh 
anti Friends, which in the love of God we 
heartily desire for his soul's snke." 

Keith then iustiluted a series of meet
ings itt Turner's Hull i11 London, where 
he drew lar;,.te nucliences to his refutntions 
of Quaker doctrine, but while the defec
tions wcr" serious enough to the Quaker 
St!el, they were far from hcing consider-



nhlc cnong:h to form n clcnomiuution. 
From l'-eithn11 Quakl!rS tlu~y passed in 
.:\ml;!ric lat lcasl1 us rcc-1rcle,l 1,,, Htlwanls, 
unto Christian Qnak1•rs, lhl!n lnto Quaker 
11:tptists nncl thence unto llw Seventh dny 
na1,tists1 althoug-h some went bnck nml 
so:11c into ntltt~r socitlics. 0 Ilowcver," 
s:1ys Btlwanls, utltcs~ wc:r~ the hcl,{it111ing 
of th!! Sabhntnrians in this pro,·incc." 
Por smnc years nftt!r he had hcen thus 
clisownl.!d, Keith contitmctl to wear the 
garh nml to USI! the l~111gn:1J.{c of a Frfond 
mul douhtlt!ss was consit1~ri:1l lo hn\'c 
finishetl his lifa historv when nl the OJ!C 
of 62 he lnill them ,isiclt! nn«l in liOO 
reccin~1l ordinutiun nt the hands' of n 
Bishop of the Chnrch of Engl:111<1 ns n 
Prt.-sh,·lt!r in that Church. Inside of two 
vcars.ht: rcturnccl to America n mission• 
nry of the Society fur the l'ropngntion of 
the Gospel in Foreign parts shortly be
fore churtcrerl h,· the crown, his a,·owed 
pnrpos~ being ••to gather Quakers from 
Quakerism to the l\lotlter Church." He 
sailed on the ship "L!!nturion" on April 
24th ancl urrivecl at Boston June t1lh, 
1 ;02. The chnplnin of the ship, the Rev. 
John 1'11ll.1ot, he persumled to trawl with 
bim in part of his journey aml there wus 
nlso on the vcssd ns a passenger Col. 
Lewis Morris of Tinton Falls (n Church
man who was 11 to have built n Church nt 
the Falls of the Shrewsbnn·," hut accord
ing to Jer.t:miah Basse hiill uot ac:comp
lishecl it iu 1;I1). He preached in all 
the colonies from l\l!Lssacltusetts to North 
Curolina nm\ left n diary or journal of his 
travels. Shrcwslmry, l\Iidclletown,Allen
lown aml Frcehohl were nil visited by 
'.lim. Vpwnrcls of seven hundred Quakers 
were baptized nnd in Burlington, where 
lte hnd been denounced by the crier, his 
compnnion, John Talbot, became the first 
rector of n church composed largely of 
Quakers. 1~hro11gh Monmouth, where he 
was so wt!ll known. where he hnd mnn,· 
Scotch uml Quaker friends he prenchc,l. 
SC\'cral limes, nn<l he more than nnv other 
is entitlc,l to he known ns the foui,cler of 
the Episcopal Church in tltc County of 
lllonmontlt. The Quakers enclenvored lo 
Jllllke lighl or the re.suit or \tis In hors, bul 
they fell his defection keenly nml Praml, 
the Quaker historian or Pennsylvania, 
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,Vt!nl so far ns lo S.'t\" that it wns risst!rlccl 
from a we:\ nnth~niicnted source thal he 
snicl on his denllt beet, .. I \dsh I Imel dit:tl 
when I was n Quaker, for tnen I nm sure 
it would have hl!en well with mv soul." 
lint Prom\ unfortnantely omiLs to tell us 
of !be superlative hnppiness thnt h:u\ licen 
Keith's hml he hut ,lecrnsecl while in his 
first cstntc of Presh\"tcrinnism. Keith's 
nnnunl salary ns Z\listiionnry was two hun~ 
tired pomuls. 

Uc relurne,l lo Eni:lnn,l in 1706 nnd 
reccil·cd lhe rectorslnp of Edhurton in 
Sussex County nc £120 per nnnutn 1 where 
he cliecl llardt 27th, 1;16. lie published 
many contro\'ersinl works, mostly clefeuce 
of nm! reflltntions of Quakerism. In 1;o6 
he publish«\ lit" Journnl of his missionary 
tour of tjo2-3 nml 4 in America-also in 
t;og his "New Theory of Lou!{itude." 
He was a man of great learnmg nncl 
nhility, at one time o,·cr u1uch given to 
l'lnlonism nncl kindred philosophy. 

Upon his orclinution ns 1111 Episcopal 
mimster, Bishop Burnet, who was edu
cnte,l with him in the Unh·ersily of 
Ahcnke11 1 wrote of him that uhc wm; 
csk1.:trn:<l the tnost learu~1l mnn that ever 
was in that sect" (i. e. the Quak .. r); "he 
was well ,·ersed both in the Orieutnl 
tongui:s,in Philosophy mcl l\Inthemntics." 
Ami tu this day the Episcopal Church 
receives the great majority of the ,lefec
tious from the clcnommalion that testified 
ngninst him, conclemncrl him, hurl him 
proclaimed by the town crier nm\ finally 
denounced nncl cxcommunicnt~1l him .. 
Verily, there were giants in those days 
nml ns we p:trt with him we rcpri11t n 
fnmilinr hymn, written by him, prolmbly 
in the quiet sec1us10n of Edhurton am\ 
hdwcen the lines of which \\'~ can almost 
read the poets autohiograplty: 

I-10.v finn n foundntion ye saints of lite 
Lord 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent 
word; . 

\Vhnt more can he say thnn lo you He 
hallt sai,l, 

To you who for refuge tu Jesus have fled. 

Fear uol I nm with thee, 0 be not dis
mnyt!cl, 
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For I nm lby God, I .will still give lbee 
aid; . • 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee nllll cause 
thee to stand, 

Uphelrl by My grn~ious, omnipotent lmnd. 

When through the deep ,vnters I cn\1 thee 
togo, 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overilow; 
For I will be with . thee thy trouble lo 

bless, 
And sani:lify to lhee thy deepest distress:· 

When through fiery trials lhy palhwny 
shall lie, 

l\ly Grace all sufficient shall · be thy 
supply; 

The na111e shall uot hurt U1ee, I only 
desigu 

'fhy. dross to consume and thy gold lo 
refine. 

E'en down to old age all my people shall 
prove 

My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love, 
And then when gray hairs shall their 

temples adorn 
Like lambs lhey shall still in my bosom 

be.borne. 

The soul" that on Jesus hath leani,d for 
repose • 

r will not-I will uot desert to his foes; 
That soul-tl1ough nil hell should en• 

denvor lo shake,· 
I'll never-no ne,·er-110 never forsake. 

In the consideratiou of the place in 
which the Scotch settlers first met to wor• 
ship, we are 111et by two obstacles. One, 
of course is t\1e senrcily of record infor
mation. The other, mu\ in some respects 
the more serious, consists in trndit1011al 
error growiug out of precouceived theor
ies, more or less fim1ly imbedded in cur.
rent historical _misinfonnation. The re
sult of our examiuatiou of the facts has 

· been far other than we hnd auticipated, 
aud much more definite thnu we bad 
hoped. The proposition is this, that 
from 1685 till 1705 the Scotch l!resbyter• 
inns worsbip~ed in a building which stood 
011 what is still called "The Presbyterian 
Graveyard," in Middletown Village. The 
evidence which ·de111onstrates this is 
drawn from many sources, but taken to-

gclher mnkcs sufficieully ccrlniu. Ilrieily 
stilted it is 11s follows: ln 1685, the "Pit• 
lochie" Compnuy arri\'ed sick allll poor nt 
l'erth A111boy, but snys Clwmbers' (Ann• 
nls of ScoUaml, Vol, "i, p.p. So, 81,) the 
people of this place not having lbe gos
pel among them, "were iudi!Terent to the 
fate of the Scottish Presbyterinus, but nl 
a pince n few miles inlaud where U1ere 
wns n tniuister nnd n co111-;:rcgntion they 
were recdv~d with l!'rcnt k1nd-ness.' 1 1'ht: 
almost conlempornueous uscol's l\1:otlel 
of the Goverunn,nt of EustJersey'' which 
was nn advertisement inviting immigra
tion gnve n description of the pro\'ince 
which imlicatecl such conb'l"egutions nt 
llliddletown nncl Shrewsbury, ancl no 
more in l\Ion111011th. We understnnc\ 
that it lrns been suggested that lbe con
gregation was nt Wooclhridge nud again 
at the Scotch Quaker meetiug at 1'opnne• 
mus. Uut each of lhese places is out of 
the question. 'fhe 111ntterofcl11tesisalone 
enough to settle the latter. George Keith 
the ,·irtuul founder nf Topanemus, cum~ 
himself in 1685, while lhose who were as
socinkd with him in it's settlement were 
mainly the Scotch Quakers of the same 
year's arrival. Thus with the kindly over• 

. turcs of U1e congregation nt Middletown, 
the Presbyterians were drawn to lllid• 
dldown township. Peter Watson, him
self, slightly in advance of his compat
riots, after examination of the province, 
wrote as we have seen iu 1684 (Scot's 
l\lodel). There are here very good Re
ligious People, they go under the name 
of lndepellllnnts but are most like to the 
Presbyterians, only they will not receive 
every one to their society." Watson had 
been a year in the province and was ac
quuinted with the condition of affairs, 
nn•l we may safely couclude that he knew 
whereof he spoke. Besides he was living 
at Perth Amboy, which was too nenr l\1011-
mouth for him to be mistaken, and was, 
we have seen, oue of the principal sett
lers of New Aberdeen. 

1'ue Presbyterian Graveyard iu Miclclle
town is located on what was lot No. 1 S 
in the original distribution of lots iu 1667, 
and fell lo Samuel Spicer. Spicer was a 
Quaker and never lived in Middletown. 
The b'l"ave yard appears. from the records 
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lo have been. very eurly sel nparl for thnl 
purpose, being rcccn·ed when the inchul-
1111{ pnrcel wns sold lo Richnrd Harts
horm,, which wns htfore 1685 nnd 
ll1crcafttr rcgnl111 ly excepted in sub
sequent conveynnc1ts. The source of 
nuptisl history in New Jersey. (Morgan 
Ed wards,) 111ukcs the first lluplist service 
in ::\li,hllctown Village lo hnve been bel<l 
in John Stout's honse, This wns the son 
of Richaril and Penelope Stout, and he 
,..,·as not married until Janunry 12, 1671. 
'l'he same uuthorily also gives lhe dnle of 
the orgnuiznlion of the lluplist Church in 
::\li1l<llclow11 Village us 168~. (not 1668 as 
is often printed). We add lo this further 
fact that in the 1Jeginnin~ll1e llaplistshad 
11i, scruples ngninst remu111i11g in the com
munion of what they termed pae,lu-bap
tist Churches, Obadiah Holmes, Senior 
himstlf, rt:mnined in such Communion 
nearly a dozen years, so thnt we can rend
ily sec how the first Church in lllid,Uc
town might well have been nn uittclt!pentl 
nnl'' Church, contniniu~ such inunen;ion
ists ns might have been III lhe community. 
Thul this was the case is further slrcnglh
encd by the reference in the Ruptist rec
ords themsclvesfor 1712, where the Bap
tist Council called lo quiet the disturban
ces in the i.\liddletown Church, is of rec
onl admonishing them ngninst wandering 
to other societit!s, for according to l\lor
ga.n ~<lwarcls, at this time uthere wa.t; a 
l'resbytcritm Congregation in lllidclle
lown und l\lixed Communion wus in vogue. 
Another fact which acids lo the slre111,,th 
of this position is thnt there were by no 
means as numy Baptists in the town ns 
has been supposecl. Oh1uli11h Holmes to 
whom wa.'i assigne,1 lot No. 20 wns indeed 
a Raptist, but neither he nor his son Olm
clinh, Jr., ever lived in lllid,lletown 1111-
leM perhaps in the cuse of the son, who 
was in t'L!e Counly for n short period. 
Jonathan Holmes (lot 9) may ha\'e been a 
llnptist, hut he married n Quakeres.s ( Es
ther Rorclcn) m,d in nil probability, be
came a •Baptist not earlier lhau 1688. 
Spicer (lot 18); nud Renpe (lot 26) were 
Quakers nnd neither setlled in !lliddle
town. 'the latter died in 1670. Richnrcl 
Gibbons (No. 7) was a Quaker nnd sold 
his lot to Johu Crawford, a Scotchman -in 

16j8. l!dwartl "rn,tt wns n 11 Rn11tcr," 
nnd it is unlikely that any one sect was 
in n mnjority. •r1tis of course wns con
ducive to n general tolemlion or imli\'id
unl opinions, especially us we hn\·e seen 
thnt, there wus no reg:ulnr preacher, hut 
11 th~ people," they comlncted their own 
service to n Jnrge extent. 

Nor must we overlook the circumstnnce 
that the Rnplisl Denomination, at this 
elate was hut being introduceel into the 
American ecclesinsticnl fnmilv. Here is 
the list of Baptist Churches ,,hich ante
elated the llliddlelown Church nnd the 
elates of their several organizations. 

1. Roger Williams, Providence, R. I., 
1639. 

2. First Newport, R. I., 1644. 
3. Second Newport, R. I., 1656. 
4. Swansen, 1663. 
5. First, Boston, Jlluss., founded nl first 

in Charlestown, 1665. 
6. Seventh dny, Newport, R. I., 1671. 
7. Tiverton, R. I., 1685. 
s. l\lidcllclown, N. J., 1688. 
It wonlcl seem therefore ns if, when hv 

l}u, expiration of the lenn for which so 
many of lhe Scots Imel been obliged to 
ser\'e, they were ·Jefl free to setlle down 
for themsel\'eS, thnl they lost lilt!~ time in 
taking up lnnel in i.\Iicldlelown 1'ownship. 
If they grew into n majority into the 
Jillie lndepcmlenl Church al 111iddlelown, 
we might naturally expect an exodus of 
the Baptist members. 1'hnl such exodus 
•was accomplished without friction 1s 
creclilnble lo both sid~s, nnd the open 
communion of those primitivt: Baptists, 
is of course, an evidence of the sfirit 
which prevnilecl between the severn de
non1inutions. \Ve cnnnot, however, shut 
our eyes lo the dTect upon religion in the 
province, of the unseltled condition of 
the government, the lnck of religious iu
struction incident to n new country, nnd 
the lheologicnl unrest and disturbance 
that obtninecl throughout the world at 
this period. Lewis Morris' picture of 
l\liddletown Township in his letter to lite 
Bishop of Lonclou in 1700, written when 
Pr~sideul oflhe Council of Enst Jery;ey, 
mny ha\'e been severe, null overdrawn, 
but that it wns without nny foundation, 
us hns been intimah,c\;· nil' available in-



formation clispr.J,·es. 111! says: "It is o. 
large township, therl! is no ~m:h thing ns 
Church or !lelib,ion nmongst them; th.,y 
ure· perlrnps lhe most ignonml 1111d wick
edest people in the world; their meetings 
on Sundny is nt the l'uhlick house, where 
they gel their fill of Rum nm! go lo fight
ing nncl n11111i11g of races, which arc prac
tices much in use that day nit the l'rov
ince over." The Court Records nl l'ree• 
hold lo n certuin extent b~nr lllorris out 
in bis strictures, nn<l no C.:.liurch rccorll· 
gives us any reason to belie,·e lhnl nmllers 
were very much heller." So far us the 
Middletown Baptist Church wns con
cemed, Morgun Edwards wrote in 1792 
"How ntntters went on mnong th~ 
people for n period of 24 yenrs, viz: from 
the constitullon to 1712cnnnot be known" 
and then the record which is still extnnt 
cotmnences with II Church trouble, nut 
better times were in store for Ensl Jersey. 
The influx of settlers, the settlement of 
the Government on a finner bnsis by 
"the surrender'' of the Proprietors in 
1702, and lhe. confinnntion of reli1,•ious 
liberty generated n desire for heller 
things, uud immedinlely we fit"l lite set• 
tiers taking action for Church privileges. 
The Scotch, w1:re reinforce<! loo, by the 
first of the Irish prolestnnts lhnt were 
now beginning lo find their wny lo An•er-
ica. .... 

The Rev. T. S. Griffiths (pnstor front 
1870-1881 of the Holmdel nai;tisl Church) 
in a sketch of thnt church printed . in 
Ellis' History of l\Ionmonth County, p.p. 
815-820, indicutes 1;05 as the <lute of the 
building us well as the first Church Hnilt 
by the Baptists at llliddletown ns of the 
first one nt Holmdel. A decidedly inter• 
esting fact when we remember that the 
Old Scots Church could not have been 
erected more than a yeur before nnd 
that Christ Episcopnl Church at Shn,ws
bnry received its deed from Nicl,olus 
Brown for its cemetery and Church 
site in the year I 7o6, nnd that the 
Proprietors of EnstJersey granted in 1705 
two acres in llliddletown. Village where 
Ute Episcopal Church now stnnds to (Rev.) 
"Alexander Innes, Clerk" for the use of 
the Church, so lhut it would uppenr that 
the brethreu bad "provoked one nttoUter to 

i:oml works" just nhoul the year 1705. 
This too nccmmts for the s~nse of 11ru
prietorship in the oltl 1,-nive ynrcl fell hy 
nil the 1\escen1lnnts of the first settlers, 
nm\ explains their use of it for the inter
ment of their 1\ea•l for 11 century after the 
ori:,mization of the Baptist Church. The 
pnstor of lite lluptist Church (Re,·. Ahcl 
lllorgnn) hcing bude<l there ns lnte us 
1785. · 

The hrondness of the Chri•lia11 Charity 
of those early sclllers of l\liddlctown 
slnnds in sharp contrast wilh the inloler
unce of some of tltc other provinces, nml 
is perhaps worthy of greater cmnlution 
by thei, descettclnnls. 

If Scotchmen were the fotttulers of 
l'rcshyterinnism in Monmouth County, 
nnd New Jersey, to a Scotchman nlso is 
due the foundation of lllontttouth's Epis
copal Church. Re,·. Afo~:mder Innes 
was n nnti\'~or Aberdeen, Scotlnncl, where 
he grndunte,l at the Unh·ersily nbont the 
time George Keith and llishop Burnet 
took their degrees front the snme institu
tion. Prom the mt:ngre trnces thnt have 
been left of this m•n, we learn thal he 
wns n bachelor, and in lhe orders of ·the 
Scottish Episcopal Church. He seems lo 
have arrived in this country nbout the 
snme time ns his fellow ~cots, together 
with a brother Archibalcl Innes ancl. n 
nepltew, Robert Innes. He also l1ad n 
brother John Innes, but lite lntter see111s 
lo ha,·e lived nm! ,lied in' Old Aberdeen, 
Scotla~d. He evidently wn.~ not 
ovcr-bunlenecl with riches, an<l, ul
though a clergyman, was incapable of 
l1olcling position in lite Church, owing to 
lite fact thnt he wns a "non-juror." He 
nppenrs to have first settled in New 
York City, where he was in 1692 ns ap
penrs by the recoril tltnt: "Alex'r Innes, 
l'resbiter of the Church of England at 
New York in America. April 12, 1692, 
mnrried Thomas Noell nnd Mistris Han• 
nnh Wull in_ the Province of East New 
Jer11ey." lie soon moved lo New Jersey, 
and hnving lived 11 short time in wltnt is 
now Rnritnn Township, Monmouth Coun
ty, then n.~ well ns Mntnwnn embrace,! in 
:Middletown, took up a smnll plantntion 
some where not for from Leedsville. 

Although the English Missionary So-



d,oly ('fi,c: Sc-ciely fur the l'r<>pn1,:a.liou ol" 
11,c Uusl'cl ;,, l'c>r.-i;.:,l Pu,l~) hn,l Leen;.,. 
eor:1 ........ 1,,rl ,1,; ""rlr "' JllllC 16, 1:;01, it 
'''"-""~ 1.l!"t Ilic-,· \wrc unnLI,, !"! cntJiluy 
31r. lun~'s, wl,,, ""~ u<>t ,.,,i., ,., or<l.-rs 
b,1L II IJuclol- nl' UiJ·l11ity, os",~nl! Co his 
ss:nrpl~• agalnsl swea.ri11g nL1e.~in1>co lo 11,., 
cr,,,.•n 0 while hi~ cleJ,u,;ed i;o,·ercil':LL. to 
"ho>m IL<!- L111<1 forn,trly S\1'(.nl n1l,·g1a,,C'I', 
wnsst1'/f 11/i,..,. l.JocKIT 1r«re;. lw"«w-~, 
did llo't. h,;;i\nl~ Ct> uac !he t:irl \lint "'"' 
fo hi11,, 011<1 wl1ilo ~upJ,orlh!Jl t,hu,;e:lf b}' 
f•nning. l;cl,c-re,\ i11 n·urd aa<l tloctnnc 
\\1ro•gho11\ \\u;- \.:01111\y. QL1nk'-'r$, !\.ij•• 
ti,,15 ,uu! !'rt!.l,i·t~ri~"~ ""'"' <:t<dt ,rnc1 ~ I, 
fae in e>«"c<s unu..,..Lc,<ll)', of tht ChllrdL 
c,f l:'.u;ii,"'d, ht1\ he"""' u,~ re,;pt,•l ""'\ 
<Ot1 r,do;:1,ce of lh'-'111 ~11 nML .,s a <>ou:1'"'-'l loc 
iu l,11sin~.,; :.ml r~11,ili· ,.ffoirs, ~"'""~ l<> 
l\u,..- 1..,.,. mud, in denm,cl. '""1 U[W« 
11,., ~ .. ills ol111m,y uf 11,., tirst •~Ltlu,. rlf 
l>Jomnon1l1 ma)' hu s,,,11 t),e ;n,pri11t uf 
lNe1.or [l'!><s' sig11ct riug. When Cap!. 
Joh11 ,IU<ler.io11 '""' Tlo<on.,,s Gordo11 ,rero 
assail~,! l>r l(e~. ]-•ecol, lle<e<lei,sa,i ill 
IJLl-lt, l11><1or ii,n~s luyaU:,- aer .. 11,lccl 
hi,. C<>11Dlry111011, D n<l wl,c-i,1:\'C!" "" Uj>por• 
lnni1y ofier,,,\ he snui;:hl to further his 
l;l,un:l.1's folterell.. 'fb11~ i:.11 ·•~u,1,11ibu 
lhe 1-:ith, t;o5, John R~kl, l'iun·e,-.,r 
o~uet:,1 ot'tlae l'ro,·in,:,,, o! U,.~t J,"<se1: i, 
ti nci>rd io lbc &,c~••~- ,of $101e's .,((kc 
,it 1"«s1Uou. N. J •. i11 Uuol< I, l•''!,"' 43;, 
1'.'I 111,.·iu~, "S""''"J~d fc,r Al~!<;111d~r 
tm,.,., S:lcrla:, in right or J<>lm _J,,,!noscm. 
Es<1'r, for 11,., """ nr 01~ Clnn-ch. \\~<> 
~~res o! J.,,n ill Mi,l.tl<.-l.o"'"• bou,.<lc~l 
No,tl1, b) tllu lti)(hwnv or slru-t; J,;a,.t, 
by Im,.\ uf Willi,1111 w.i1a:;,,,._,n; \\"•>I, hv 
lf,c p.1111 wbkl1 t,<oo:>< ,lo,,.·n 11)' !dctml'<l 
!-h1rU!l,orne}; t,o.,,~, a11<l ii,u-11111 Ly laud 
,,,,,,pproprintcll." 

Ju 1:;oG Doctor ln11es, who "'""'" to 
h~,e be~ll ,.l,1scr in i,:enerul to ~icholus 
l)ro,.·u of Shncwsl,.,r,·. 1rrocn1"'! " dc,;·cl 
fro,o, l1i111 l,:, tbe S. I\ G. for thc Churcb 
site iJ> SJm,,,.,1,,,,_. to"""· On April 2S, 
I)'O<), Ale,:nud~r ·1,,,,,,,.,,, "Cler!<," COIi· 
,·e,;ell. hi"- prq,.."<l)' in ~ii,hlletown t-o 
Gm•l,.,,t La,oe ,:,C' .'1,,,iw Um:i::ltt, l.-ou,s 
Jslantl. 

Ju !IQ,lk J or wilh, JMJ.e 41~. i11 tlce 
.,race oi Ille S..cr•t~cy of:,,1ut~ 111 'J'ro1,1on, 
is rec-o-,J,,.l the 1<.·ill of "Ale,mndcr 1111..,,., 

Cl~rk," 11.i,d Lb~ origin•\ i•on file i11 the 
., ",., offie~. h111N1 is oth•r pro\1sions 11.re 
die ldlol>"log: £;o Wef<C ~et upon far 
hi~ foucr~l ~,:p,,,nse,i nml £S -e;1.ch lo the 
Clmn:!1eo. 111 Sl,reu'5»!11}' 1md ;\Jid,llet,cn"''
nml £10 to the Church. nl ·l'recholcl, 
which sic,"",,..,.._. lo I,~ pnld lo TilOUln• 
II0'1'l~s, fur tlie rcn.•on !JTOllahl) tl1e1t lile 
(:h~n:h...,weransy•t11ot ,;oll',dently or
µ,,>h<'<I. ·ru MD-. ilJmgn,..,t Willocks h~ 
l"'']lle,111,.,.J £1,\ ,d1\i "lhe hnntlk<>rd1itf 
~h·en ""' 1,y l,11<ly lby -..,,.J 1«111e-rly 
J..:iu~ t.:lu..-1,s I." He ;i(,., left o lt:i:•cy 
tu bi~ Mi~e. illllfy, ,1~11i:lu..,.- of bis de
ce.,«=,J l1ro1J,.,, )"~"• ;,, ,\!.,erolc1!11, N"rlh 
nritnin. 'J'hia win w,,s d111.<:d Jcily 7th, 
, ; ,.;, nrnl pta1"'1tol ./\ ni,.IL!il 3, 1713. IJ<:lc, 
turlm,es cs 11,eutiouecl ro,,·..,.r,i/ times I• 
o~""I:" Kcl1h's Jolltunl, nncl In n le~ter 
11riu~11 •~- x.,;m FeJ,,rn:i.!)· :,t,, , ;,co,:;, h<> 
h:os this tu ,ny \o th~ l>isliuJ• of l.o11d,;u, 
s11e-1kit1.;: .. r c .. 1 .. 11~1 l..ewi~ Morri~ ''0,1 
:,,,uu\ays l,i~ 11~ighl..,ni oome Lo liis 1101::,;,, 
"-• ill II cl•un:h, nml ot tiu1t..-s Mr. J1n1<:sse, 
(~ mi,;vrint £or In,.,•~/ pr,,,ccl,etll ;,, hit 
1,,.ui;e, I ~"l'P"'" yonr l.orcbl>ip rcniem. 
l,,.,«sllt, Ur. J 1111.-,;s, "- ~<><><l 1111111 but a 11011-
jnror." (>lill~C:luirch in Jlurlf11~lon p.,gc 
_;o.) R.,,. Jolm Tal1><>l, (,rl't Rector o( 
ti,..- Cl<n<'d, 11t U11rli~gtoo4 ,w;, ,ion-juror, 
ultho,11gb he: nr1,n"17<\$ look (m1sc-.:mtio-n 
us l\i,,h"l' (rout tl1e uun•h•n,;,: llis!KJS»I i,i 
S<:U1.L:n11l, wr<•lc, fru•1 l'l1ilor(c1r,llfn, Apiil 
;t'n, ,;o.:;, to 11" St:e1ct.ry or1 ,cs 1•. G. 
f/S /dim< 8: •• i.u,·a (:='"' IN ;,.c.,- J1cr.;e;v 
b11• L,·~ll u,<>St 11ul1n11py; U1~r~ is 11,:t llOw 
c,er "'""'- ,u, cnbndo,: rni11iau JieL\1~ 
nmon1,.,o,\ diem. Bnt 11,er~ is '-""' A:1!.«
uder i1111e,\, 'I "'""· uf "-"'~t pi,,tv an<3 
f>r<>W<J", ,.-1<0 J,,..,, I,~ ),;,. life m,., <H>c1rine 
I" e1,clwc\ the go"l,e) nml ri,ihlls and -di,lr 
n,l1>1ini>1ere1l ijw 1-loly -l,!:1Cra111,:111s., u-.,. 
hope IL<: will fu,.\ faMllr with tl,e "Noll!., 
C01'11orolic-n heca11Se he;,. wo:11• ·. nd bns 
11e<.~l a(i-_; "" /l«i proplc b.:n-e "' i ofhit11 
nut1 ,...., 1ect oo nb\,e or 1,ini 11)( d~ we eould 
"·ish lo -s111ip:,rl the miuistr¥c 'Li.< pity 
those l!□ Ll'I~ ~11C>Llhl he J>111 to .\i:g tl,ot arc 
(rt L<> e<1ltivnte the ,·mc,;-nrtl." So loo 
ti<ct Re>·. /ol<n J1r<:,a1,:., l,c,i,i E!i:,,iJ:c1)j. 
town Lo the So.:cr~l:icy of tile S. 1', G. m,. 
<1.,,-111e <l<Lte <:-£ ,l.llF;U•l ::,:,, li<'5. T<.'fc .. \(I 
"llr. i:111te~ a very go(>(\~ ""'"·" llut it 
wa~ in ~~; IL. wllcil,er fro111 I ewi 1 <liL-ildlity 



or dishwlinntion upon the part of the so
•ciety, Dr. I1rnes wns llC\'t:r recog-nized ns 
n missionary uf the society, nn,l h" 
prenched the gospel nt his own chnrg~s 
until his death, nucl it was not until 1;34, 
thnl the society in response to numerous 
requests sent its first regular 111iss1011nry 
to Monmouth County, in the pt!rson of 
Rev. Mr. l'orues, hut the results of the 
nnselfish sacrificing h,bor of IJuctor Innes 
"'ere still to he found in con~regntions 
nt Middletown. Shr~wslJ11ry and l'recho!d, 
in huihlings nt Shrcws'mry 11111! Freehuhl 
and a dtc at :\Iul1llctow11. Th" Church 
at Shrewsbury being "of 1,rick aml lime 
the li.rgest n111I h•st propurlio11c1I struc• 
lure iu that l.'.onnt" i11 meer hop,s that 
thev might hlL\"e ii misSionan· 111:i-ellftct." 
OuCtor Innes rests, it is b~:fovc,l in the 
E ·iscopnl church ynrd nt l\licldletown, 
and his- work- do follow him. 

The dates of nrrh·nl of some of the 
foumters of :\laurnmn, mnv he nsct!rtninetl 

. by reforcnce tu the lists uf imported scr
,·unts whu were uhlig:cd to ser\'e in re• 
turn for their pa$ •g:c. Om:: of 1111.-:;e lists 
of recorcl nt ;rr~uton, (~ecr~rnry o!" ::itatc's 
office, Liber A. p. 155), is us follows: 

· •The nnm,,s uf s:tch µcrsuns ns were 
im.portt:d into thi::, province, nucl hrought 
to he r,·gistcrcil i11 the ho,ks of the Rec
orris ure us ful oweth, dnte<I this 5th dny 
or Uecemher, .-\tlDJ 1>'11 10, 168-1,: 

"Upon the account of such of the pro
prietors of this pro,·ince us bdongs to 
Scotland. 
John ]Ung. hfi Iml1.mturo tor ITour yonrs. 
1~,~~ t~v~~\liobfif!1.denturo fur tfuur yoars. 
Ju.mus foulu t!I. tho llko. 
Aloxnndur No111Jr, } 
Janett l{n.m11ton s.s. Imlenture rur ITour 
'rhco. lleld yours. 
lJntrlck AJoxnndcr 
A1flxnn1ler Mure lllonr?) } 
f ~::,n,!l~l~,\IJ/~o (llc1,b11rnl 1,. l~r~'::~t~i~n/or 
'theo. Anderson 
Thomas lled!Jrd . } 
An lrow B:1rnl!tt In1lcnturo [or 
\Vm H,,rb1s (or ITotb('s?) P, tTour yenrs. 
,Ju.mes lkutun (or Scnton?J 
.Tl\!llCSSympson (orSlmpsonl} 
John Webster I' Indenture for 
Wm Har ly · (Tour yenrs. 
Nobe\! ltulth 
Anno Shn.w, p. Indflntnro for four vcnrs slnco 

Rohl to UoUt. Hn.milton or Mhlt
0

ltotuwn Co. 

:f ~J!;~ lf~1W~~,~L:~Clors, J [1. 1/t,~~~i~fi°r!.0 i 
• 

0 Ul1on tlw ne<.<11unt or ,vm. Duckwrn:11 

.Tohn·Ink.worth l 
:\lnrm:~ilnku Uarnnrd per tiulenturo ror 
g;:~J\t!;!J)l;~~\~mnJ11JelJ tTuuru ycnrs. 
E<lw.Smlth 
Wm lto.xwoll. Jl. In1lentnro Cur three Yt'nrs. 
lfonr>· 'rl10m11sun. 11, I111lt.mturo furso,·on Y~nrs 
Thomn, Curro l 1 1, 1 r ¥1~',~','i~:~ \~~~-:,un nnd P, ri{~J:1)"~fi~. or 

J,:li\\S~\1.',\W11t.~l\~~l-,1~1~:~~i~~·Nr~~~1\l~J~0ri~~~: 
Wm. N1•wl111rn. ltuht. C..Jlo nnd l[n.ry his wlfo, 
Eliz.a Walton, Juhn Carrlni;:ton. 11. lntlentnro 
(11r fuu l' }'t..'nrs:i. 
Thont:\."I Pow-...•11, p. ln1lontnro for sc,·in~ ;onrs. 
J~u,,lmm Scutt, 11, •· •• 6 •• 
Wm. Nowbunu. ,,. D 

Aid in lluuk A. pn!lo'l'.!O: .. Servants imPortctl 
rr::~~~tl~~~l~ft :i[r; Jtuncs Juhnson: 
)lnr:.,.rnrnt CnUb 
Alt..>:,mntl,•r A1lmn 
\\'illh\m )fount 
,Jnmc!=I ,fuhnRof\ 
John En::llsh 
Juhn Ulhb 
Ol!urJ.:1! 1Tnro nnd 
Uoht • .\lonre." 

Frum lite fur~goiui: it will remlily he 
setn why our Scotch fri~nds did not soon .. 
er CH111t! to i\lonmouth an,I ~t up for 
thcms h·l's, Tht! mnrriage rt!cords too, 
of tltO!i! t',Lrly ,lays s!tow a disposition on 
the part of th• da,,nish Seals to 11111ny 
in mct!tini,t. Auumg the Hcens~s to umrry 
we fiml the folh,winl,{: 

Peter \Vulsou to )lury Kerr.Jnn. 4, r7~7. 
Joseph Kerr 10 I.upha111e \\'nls >n, 

March 25, 17-16-7. 
Smnnel Kcrr to Aun Wnt~on; • May 31, 

r747. 
Agut"s \\'atson to P-.!ter Fresnean, 

lllnrch 12. I 750. 
Anne \\'ab .11 to \Vm. Brown, Dl.!c. 12, 

1741. 
Anne WnLson (of Mnusfieli!) to Josiah 

Wrii:ht (,lo), Jnu~ 5, I 50. 
Elizahdh Wutson (~li,hlkse,<) to Jumes 

nuck,ilcw (rlo), Dec. 9, •i~i- . 
0.1\'icl \\"utsun to Ann ~ric~, No\·. 21. 

1;52. 
John Wntson to Janet Campbell, Sept. 

29. 1744. 
Elizubolh Watson to ·r1io1111s W,,tling, 

Mny 9, 1757. 
Elizaheth \\'nLson to John Stillwell, 

nee. 4, r ;6.1. 



27 
Elizabeth Watson to Joseph Smith, 

Nov. 11, 1741. 
Elizabeth Walson to Michael Johnston, 

(Chesterfield, Penna.,) May 16, 1750. 
(see recorcls of Tennent Church.) 

Hope \Valson lo JQhn Burruws, Dec. 2, 
1;49. 

Margaret Watson to William Bryan, 
April 2, 1750. 

Margaret Wnlson to Edmunc.l Bowman, 
Sepl 18, 1781, 

The West Jersey· m11rriage licences com
prise: 

Ester Watson (Burlington,) to Owen 
Carty (Gloucester,) Aug. 20, 1742. 

Mnrg,uet Watson (Salem,) to George 
Corlies (do,) Dec. 21, 1762. 

l\lnr,c:nret Walson (Salem,) to Anron 
Daniel, Nov. 29, 1766. 

The will of Peter Walso11 dated Febru
ary 25, 1725, nnd pro,·ed October 11, 1727, 
is or record in Book ll, pnge 75, nncl gives 
300 acres of his fann upon the South East 
em! upon l\lilstone brook to ltiseldestson 
William; the rest of the fnnu to his second 
son Hichard; to his wife Agnes tlte land 
between Gravelly brook and Peter Tice's 
for life and at her death to his son David, 
while lo his son Gawen he left nn out
lying plautation. He s,,ys in tlte 5\lt 
clause ofltis will, "I leave nil my interest 
to the meeting house and land belonging 
to it to my four sons equally," 'fhis ex
plains wlty the cleed for th" Scots llleet
mg house lot (dated Jl\no, 1, 1727,) makes 
Peter Walson grantee, while the declar
ation of trust endorsed on the deed and 
dated l\lnrclt 27, I 72S, is si~ned by Rich
ard Watsun, his father ltav111g died before 
_the 11th of the previous Octoher, Rich
ard Watson had himself bt,en married for 
some time as nppenrs by n deed from him 
a11<l his wife Martha to his faU1er on Jan• 
uary 3d, 171S. Neitherin Peter Watson's 
will, nor in that of his wife A,::nes 
Watson (dated May 14, 1728, proved 
April 16, 1720,) is there nny me_ntion of 
P~ter's daugl1ters, but we hnve seen that 
Ale.'<ander Napier prodded in bis will fi•r 
them, as l1is grand children, which indi
cate that lie l1ad no other child thnn l'eter 
Watson's wife. 

Wodrow's Scottish Church sufficiently 
indicat~.s the origin of many of thei;e im-

migrants to Jersey, nnd donbtless most-of 
\ht! rest could be traced with a little 
trouble. Thus in Vol. 3 at page 221 we 
fin,1 tltatJohn and Archibald Campbell 
were banished and John Crawford was 
given to Barclay of Urie while Robert Rae 
"took the oath" in 1685, and on Septem• 
ber 3d in the same year Robert Cameron 
anc.l Walter Kerr were banished. On page 
13 of snttte volume we find listed as a 
"Fugitive" l\lnv 5, 1684, John Ronald, a 
tenant's son in Touch, Sterling. 

William Clark in f..erbert, Stirling. 
Robert Wilson in Arn prior bum. 
Michad Colvill in Larbor Parish. 
Hugh lltont,c:omery in Jan CrngStirlini:. 
William Robertson in Kirn1enchar, Fife. 
William Robertson in Cotes, Doug-

lass. 
Alexander Robertson, Torwood-head. 
John Cumming, weaver, in Gorbals, 

Meikle-govan, 
John Nnsmith, called "Baron John" 

Evendale parish, · 
Charles Colvil, Jr., Town bend Ochil

tree. 
James Johnson, Ochiltree, 

In I.oudon-Joltn Nisbit (1) in Hnrdhill. 
Hugh Nishet-servnnt lo 
John Nisbit ( 2) in High side. 
John Napier, Cooper in New 
lliills. 
John Nisbet (3) Loudon. 

Archibald Jamison in New tack. 
John Craig in Gleb lands, Kilmamack, 
Robert Caldwell in Bellmore-Barr. 
David MacQuarter (Mc\Vhorter?) in 

Auchnarock in Kirkmicbnel Parish. 
Alexander _Watson, Servitor to Patrick 

Young in Brid~e House, 
John Boyd, School-master in Cowend, 

formerly shire of Ayr, was imprisoned 
nnd fined in 1682. · 

Alexamler Nisbet of Crnigentenny on 
April 24,. 16S4, apologized for havmn tak
en the part of wtlnesses, while sitting as 
nssiznr, in the Court, whileJohn Nasmith, 
Minister at Hamilton, was unprisoned in 
1650, So that the Scotch setllement of 
lltonmoulh must have been a veritable 
page from the history of tl1e Church uf 
Scotlnnd. · 

So many of the Scotch pioneers had 
come in company witl1 Reid and Hamp-



ti:>n·1·h11t itcwns wry··nnlnrnl for I hem to be
largely_influencecl· hy lltem. · ·\\'., nrny• 
well assume lhnt 1qn1ly ufthl'm h,ul knc ,,·n 
their~ uO\'t=:rset-rs" · in ~cotlnncl nud thus· 
John ·Reid bud an influenc" with his com
pnlriols thutwns qnile sutlicienl lo locnle, 
thew ini~lomnoul11, ii' there h11d been no' 
other ohjectthnn lheir,welfnrc .. ButJohu, 
Reic.l was not only o,·~rsecr;h11t ulso dt'p-~ 
nty· SuNcyor of the l'rupnclnry . lnn1.,;,: 
nuder George Keith 111111 · John ll11rcln;,,' 
Sun,cyors ge11en1l. llcsill~s this John 
Reid hel<I n power of ,\ llorney from Rub• 
ert Uu"rclny of Scull11111I, who wns one uf 
ll1e µroprie.ors m1d \\:l1ost: ..rt"pr~ Se11thti,·es 
in· Ensl fcrsey hail seen lo it tmil he h11d 
dl!sirnhll! lnnils set off lo him 11s his shnre 
of the propriclnry dh·i,lencls. II is 1here
fure just ._,,}ml wu • tu ha,·t: bc'-"n ~ xpt:cll d 
thntjohn Reid 11ul only i111h11·e1I th" Seals 
tost:ltlt:'in .l\lonmouth, but·nlsu tu innst 
in his principnl's lnncls. So it wns that 
wht:n in 168 ,, tlu: tenus ofs!n·ict: ,,fthese 
Scottish rec.lcmptiunt:rs h~j.tlllr to .expin.•, 
tht:y be~un to ncquire .''out plnntalious. 11 

ns the outlying fm ming lrncls were then 
called, n-:d Roher! !In relay's tract of some 
thousancls or ncres nt To1>011t"t11t1s nnr\ 
Wickaloung (Wil-kntuuk) ,,·us soun cli
vidt:d among: them. The imticnliuns 
are that the)' nuull! njournt:y _in company 
to the 1ocul1on. nm\ llh::n their d!.!ccls wen: 
innde nhout thl! same time. Juhn' Reicl, 
ns allorney for llurclny. sold lo l'eler \\"nl
so11 un June 24th. 1688, n pi~ce of111emlow 
clesignale,i 11s "The Great l'ly" l which 
\Yal$011·thert•art~r l:Xcl a 1ge1I wilh Rl'icl 
for land· al ·Gra\·cl Brouk on No,·t!11'1u,:r 
10th, ,-68~). Upon the smn" rlnte (June 
24th, 16~:S), John Reill, us nllnrnc\' fur 
H.uh~rt Uurclny, ulso l'Oll\·ey,·<l li\"c: ;e:pnr
nle ln111clrt!1l ucrc: tract!' niljoinit11,!' each 
other nt ·ropon:=:mus to five pets 111s 11y us 
m_nny se,·eral ckc:ds. 'fhe J,:rant;l:S were 
Jnmes· Mt:h·in, ·Ah:xnmlti-r Nt:ipic or :'\:. 
p_icr, John Nes111ilh, Jolu1 Iluiril 1111 I Will
tam l{onalds. .We hn,·e alrcarly seen 
that in lllny, 16S5, Wnlso::, Ronnl,I, llnircl, 
l\lel\"in nnd Nesmith haul com·cye,1 their 
lu:nd\atuls to Roht!rl Barclay from whom, 
three years htler, they were hnying their 
pl.uttnlions. Nnpiers 100 'acre tract was 
not the: one. upon which the "Uhl Scol~" 
grn\'eynnl was locatt:d, for that wnS on 

ntrnct'hej,un:linsccl Mny 19, 1694, of John 
Reid inrlh·ichmlly unrl t'o,r which he re
cch·cd n dt!ed frum llinl },{Ctlllemnn. Uut 
on June 24, 1688, Rubert ll11rclny, hy John 
U.t!hl hi~ uttorney, co11\'f.!) etl mljoining 
tracts of lund nl Topone1l111s loj11111es Mel
vin (or Melbin), John Nesmilh, John 
11:irrd,.: Alexu11cler ·Nupier, a111I \Villinm 
1-tonn:,t. Most uf these tracts s~em tn 
hntc..h~eil hnmlreU ncrc Jots, nncl so'me of 
thl!m were recunvey<ol lo John· Reid by 
the grnnltes shor'1\· nfkr. -

Th,. huul upon which the Lown of New 
Ahl rcl~en wns lmi:t is thus· di:scrihec\ in 
the reao. d I Li her I, page 438. s.,,.rclury 
11(·Stu_1e·s utli,·~, Tr.,ntun, N. J.): : ·• All 
lhnt hu111lreil uckers of 1111111 111ljoyncing 
upon lht" St,Uth siile of 1111111 l,1le of A11-
drt:w Bur11et formerly 'rhou1ns \\'nru·s nnc\ 
huun1!e1l l!usterly hJ 1111111 lots of Thun111s 
llnrt, J,:rantc,l tu tlu:s~ perso11s by pulcnt' 
from the l,rupridots or Eusl New Jersey 
b.:nri11g tale lhe St'\"lllth clny of Jtt11e 1 

A11110 Uum. 1701. beginning ut n stuke 011 
the 1ini: or \\'urne•s l.11111. heing: n corui:r 
of.said llnrl's 11111! t\\che dinins from 
Gr,wt:11 Hr\lok uml ru1111ini,t alo11g the Reur 
or snid Hart's h11·d south twe1tty tl~grrt:s 
Easl Lea,·cn chnine; then Suulh tl11 ee 
tlc~rrt"S \Vt.·sl six chuinc, thi:11 South 
Twrnly clt").{rce:; l~nst two cl•nin nml one 
k.011 lo n :-.lake and corner ur Lewis Nis
liell's lmul lhcn Soulh Sen,·ent,·-thr~e cle
gret:s \\'est S:::n\'enty-two chii.iue, then 
North kn cl,•grees \\"csl tolhe li11eofs11id 
\Varuc's html n11d then alon~e. his line 
North s~.1,·c11ty three de1,trt't:s Hast to 
wlu:ri: it hegun" (Juh11 H.cicl, Sun·t•yor). 

Just sonlh of this h1111rlre1l ncrc truct 
upun wh'ch the twenty-four :{c-otchmen 
w~n: lo lmiltl their town, w.1s J.,ewis Nis
hclt 11ml hi• wife llorulln· will• n \ruct of 
one h11111h·e1I ncrl!S ( which he-:0-isbcl t
sul:I Josqilt Suie in 1714). It was prop
ahl\" on !his tn,ct ,,f Nishett lhnt lhe fi1st 
tn\'Crn wns opened in Mutawan, for w~ 
re111I in lhe minules of lite Court nt' l'reo-· 
ho!cl lh11t.in 1704 •·John l'enrse 1111<I !tis 
wire uml J..,cwis Ni:;hill uncl his wire 1110\'~C\ 

lo hn,·e lizcnscs grnnlecl (helll fur keeping 
or Puhlick houst:s, which ,·e Court grant-" 
eel nncl ur,lcre1lo\h11t they luwe lhl!m nc
cor,lingh·." As.there wns no W. C. T. U. 
in ~hma/,\ays, the foct lhnt he was a pub .. 



Henn nmv not lm,·e nlfected his standing 
ns n Scolch Preshylerinu. 

Just·when, lhis lrnct where the twenty
four foumlers of i\lutawnn settled w;:1s, cun 
be ,·ery closely nsccrtnine,I from the two 
records thut follow. In Book F, pn!(e t, 
iu thi, County Clerk's office nt Freehold, 
we fintl this roud rtluru or sun·~y: ":\Ion• 
mouth, s. s. l\fo111orn111lu111 the 28lh of 
April. 1715. 1.nid out n llriftwnv nnd 
l,nmling nt Matawnnc creek calh:·d · Fret
hohl l,11111ling from the wuy formerlv lui,1 
lo the point of the neck cnllerl Richnrcl 
Clurkt's, uow Cnpt.John llowne's 'l'wcnly 
foot wide, llegiuuing ut lhe Clnyholes nn,1 
followinJ{ the mnrked trees rounding to 
lhc corner of the I.mu! which the. l'eoj,le 
of I'reeholcl bought of 'l'homns Wnrue" 
(see 1leed ,~iove from Stephen nm! 'l'homns 
\\·urue] "u1ul theu 1·Lmni11g Bctweeu sd.
I'reehulrlers 'J'ruct um! ve creek lo the 
corner of the wnr~ house· ulrcndy huill hy 
P.-L~r \Vnlson uucl ulon).t mul~r the hnnk 
111111 hy the creek l\so. chnin am! n hulf iu 
leu!(lh thirty foot wide nud there to tnru 
hnck the same way to .the forcsrl Rond. 
Johll Reid. John llenlmrne, Ohudinh 
Bowne, Lommissionitrs." 

~nu: tu:xl is n release of n mortgnge f<'r 
£307, 10 shilliugs, executer! hy Richnr,I 
Snller of Freehold for himself nurl for 
Ohmliah How11e, roexecutor with him or 
l"npt. John Buwne's estnle, to Ambrm,c 
Stelle for lnmls 011 Maluwnn Neck. dutul 
No,·cmher 5th, 1717, 0111I rccorde<I in !look 
F, pnge 62. '!'he rlcscriptiou of the prem
ist'S, im;ertecl in full, will ?-;\tow how lon~ 
\Vurnc's neck o( lnnd wns nnd m, lhc 
uortherh· line of the New Ab~rdl'ett tract 
wns the Southerly line of the \Vurnc tract, 
we will he enable,! lo locute the boundary 
npproximntcly, nncl thus we will. find the 
Mount Plensnnt Presbyterian gra\·t::yard 
to he locatctl wilhin LIie sUr\\~\' of Nt!W 
Aherlletm. unegiuniur,: nt n ,·Otrng Pine 
free where the brooks meet" (i. e., l\lnta-

. wun Creek 111111 Grnveil Brook] "thence 
South four degrees \\'est three chains ton 
Black Oak murker! on two shies, thence 
South, South \\'est, three ch11i11s fortv 
minutes \Vest twenty chnins to a whit'e 
oak lllnrkecl nn lour shies thence Smtih 
West luilr II point Soulhcrly twcuty-two 
nm! .thrce-quurtcr ch,;ins to n lllnck Oak 

mnrked on four sides thence South West 
two degrees \\'e.,teighty uiuechnins mor~ 
or less to the reur of said trnct" [These 
were probnhl.v the courses of "the wny 
lormerly lnicl to the point of ye neck 
cnllcd Richnrd Clnrkes now Captain John 
llc>wnes" in the record of the Driftway 
given nhovc] "thence South by Ea•t half 
n point more Ensterly fifteen chnius to the 
l'ine Tree nm! ~orner of snicl \Varnes 
'J'rnct thence Enst, North, hnlf a point 
more Northerly ns 1heir liue mus to suid 
Gravel Creek thence down the stream 
thereof to where it hegnn, being one half 
of \\'urncs Nc:ck." 

We cnu see, therefore, that our .Scotch 
settlemeul must have been sonth of Aber
deen Creek, tlml Richard Clarke probably 
owne<I the ensterl_,. hnlf of \Vnrne's neck, 
11111! that the trnct com·eyed by Wnrne 
aiirl his brother to the thirty Scotchmen 
wns n huuling 01111 on the westerly side of. 
the 1_1el·~. \Ve must couf~ss, howe\·er1 

our i11nh_ili_ty to nsct!r~uin in what manner 
these settlers dh·ide,I the town site nll)oug 
themselves: '!'here is incleecl of record a 
tlt:ed \\'!tich mny refer to such dh·ision, 
bul winch St:ems to us to r~ft:r rnther to 
the J,nudiug site· thnn to th!! town site. 
011 June 30, 1731, hy a deed of rl!cord iu. 
th · office of the Secretury or State in Book 
K (or 20), pnge 2-14, Cnthnriue Lyell, 
wiclow. mul 1Ja,·i1l Fenwick 1111cl Cnthurine 
I.yell, Jr., cxeclllurs of the Inst will of 
Uadcl I~yl 11, Esqr., (1ec'c1, conveyecl .to 
Mnry Drummey, whlow, of I'reehold 
platnwnu) n "lut nt I'reeholil Point iu 
the County of l\foumonth heing in length 
firty feet in breadth nineteen feet mu! al
most nine inche:s heing the lot ol 1n1mber 
five formerly heluuging lo Walter Rerr." 
If we can suppose the settlement to hn\'e 
bt:cn enclosetl al first with harricndes or 
fc:nre, it mig:hl uccounl for lht- smnll sizrd 
lot, hut if the lnndiug hi,,I been suhdh·id
e,l for the nccommorlulion of the plnut.rs 
in storin!( their shipment• h,· the hanks of 
the l\Iutnwan till the\' c01i1<1 he landed 
then we could uurlerst.snrl the size of the 
lot. '!'his lot, however, is not the ptop
erty so long notecl in the records as 
11 Drummt\''s Point." That was the two 
acre trnct sol,! by. Stephen and Thomas 
\Vnrue to the thirty settlers of which 
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Peter Wntson sold a portion on l\lny 18, 
1715, to John Drummey, merchant. of 
Shrewshury [E, 157]. John Ireland (wl10 
wns overseer of the poor in Perth Amboy 
in 1718), Andrew Redford, who WHS as
sistant alderman in the same city in thnt 
year, John Whitlock and Richaril Clarke 
on Februarv 8th, 1708, sold their respec
tive thirtieths of the two acre trnct on 
Matawan Creek to Peter Watson, anrl he 
on May 15, 1715, as we have in,licated, 
sold five t11irtielhsorit lo John Drummey. 
The same tlee<l conveyetl also the one
lwenly·fourth or '•tlie lmulinK anrl high
way 1111 \Vhin).,'Sllllg Neck beginning at 
the -,Id oyster bank Landing known hv 
t11e name or John Reid's landing anil 
running from l\latawan Creek lo Wicka
tonck in length and breadth 100 feet, ex
ceptinit 40 feel wide 011 the creek," and 
also, \Vatson's one twenty-fmuth part 
ofthe town site of one hundred acres. It 
sufficiently appears by the Lyell deed lhal 
John Drummey's wife survived her hus
band. 

The Ambrose Stelle referred lo above 
as owning part of Warne's Neck was the 
son of Gabriel Stelle and grnn<lson of 
Pontius Stelle, the original Huguenot 
im111igrnnt who settled first al Staten 
Islana, then in 16So remo,·e<l lo New York 
City. In 16g3 he (l'oi1tius) was living in 
Monmouth and was granted a license to 
keep nn Inn. Ambrose· kepl a st"re on · 
the tract in question. Ambrose Stelle 
was boni in 1687. His mother before 
marriage was a lltiss Woolley of Shark 
River. His brother Benjamin was a !lap• 
tist minister, while his brother Gabriel 
(2d) married Margaret, daughter of 
Thomas Gor<lon. The whole family was 
quite prominent in the colony. 

Lewis Nesbitt, so far as the writer has 
been able to ascertain, wns lite only one 
of the nnme in l\lonmouth Counlv at the 
lime. He purchased his fonn prop.rtv at 
the same lime l11at the twenty-four found
ers of Matawan, and ndjoiue,I them. He 
may ,,r may not have been a descendant of 
the rugged old covenanter Captain John 
Nesbitt, who perishecl on the scaffold al 
Hardhill, Scotland, December 4, 1683, for 
conscience sake- ll was his ( Lewis') son 
-probably-Jolin Nesbitt, who was born 

in New Jersev in 1705. We say "prob
ably," for \\;e hnve no direct evi<lence, 
s.we that there is no lrnce in l\lonihouth 
Couuty of nnv other familv of Neshitts, 
and the general Scotch c01ine~tio11 of the 
family histr.,ry. By this we mean the in
clications or the following facts: The 
Inst mentioned John Nesbitt, with his 
wife, Sarnh, remo,·e,I about 1750 from 
Ill on mouth Co~1111y, New Jersey, ancl about 
1754 settler! 111 Rowan County, North 
Cnrolina. From him are <lescemled the 
large a11<l prominent family of the Mme 
in the Carolinas nm! Georgia. It is more 
than probable that they first stopped near 
New Castle, Ddnwnre, ancl perhaps tarried 
in Maryland forn yearorso. There went 
with John Nesbitt a friend nnmed Alex, 
an<ler Osborne, who was also born in New 
Jersey nhoul t11e same time. John Nesbitt 
<lied 111 1755 and l1is and his wife's grave 
is marked by a tombstone in the Thyalira 
Grave Varel, Rowan County, North Caro
lina. 

Ale,cnnder Osborne, ufterwarcl known 
ns "Colonel" and the ancestor of many of 
the name in the Sonlh, became acqunintetl 
with Agnes Mc Whirler. 1'he ~[c\Vhirters 
were n dnn in the lowlands of Scotland. 
A number of them emigrnte<l early in the 
seventeenth centurv lo the north of Ire
lancl. In 1730 a young 11mn-Alexai11ler 
l\1c\Vhirter by name-just graduated at 
Edinburgh for the Presl,yterian ministry, 
persuaded his father-Hugh lllc\Vhirler
a linen draper at Armagh, Ireland, lo 
emigrate with his family to America. 
They sellletl in New Castle Count\·. The 
father hecuu1e n prominent fam1er nm! an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church or that 
pince, where lie <l1ecl in 1748. 'rheyoung 
minister, however, diecl in 1734 (O'. S. ), 
and another son being born soou nfter 
(July 15th or 26th, 1734,) lo the grief
stricken parents, was nnmetl after him, 
ancl ~lso dedicate,! to the ministry. One 
of the ele,·en chil<lren of Elder Mc Whirler 
was Agnes and she married Colonel Os
borne nnd with 111111 nncl the N:esbitls 
p,s.sed on to North Carolina, wht:re they 
settled nenr Center Court II ouse, Iredell 
County. Their daughter Mary married 
John Nesbitt's son (born in New Jersey in 
1738). Jane McWhirter, another sister, 
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marrierl John Rre\·nr,1 ofthe,;nmeconnty, 
n son or th~ Huguenot i111111igrnnt and a 
signt.•r or the 'Merhlenhcrg dcclnrntion, 
while :\lexnnrlerl\lc\Vhirler-who, hy ~he 
wny, clrnng:t:rl the 11 i' 1 in his surname to 
an Ho"-cnnu! to l\Ionmonth for his hrirlt>, 
mnrryiug still in the faith. n llliss Mnry 
C.:mnming:s or lhis county nw,d n member 
of uld 'J'cnnent Church. By one ncconnt 
she wns n (1nu~1,ter mul hy nnolhcru.sister 
of John C11111111ing of l\lun111011th, some
time., cn11ed Gen~ral C\tmming, from hnv .. 
in~ sene::d in the Re\·otutionary \Vnr, 
being Lt. Col. Co111n111111lnnt in the New 
Jersey llnttnlion, when dischnrge,1, No
ven1her 13, 1783. Re,·. Dr. l\k\Vhorler 
wns a Chupluin in the Revolntionnry 
Army nncl for n long time p,,slor of the 
Newark, N. J., l'reshyterinn Church. 

•rhe nnccstor of the Cmumings in Mon
mouth , 11.ms Rohert <.:umming, n nati\"e of 
!llontro,e, Scollnnrl, who early in the 
eighteenth centnry settled in l\lonmonlh. 
He was one of lh1' first elders in ol<I Ten, 
uenl t.:lmrch of whom there is 1111,· record. 
''His wifi: wns n :.\liss lllair, who ,vns horn 
in lrdunrl aurl cnme in. chihlhoo<l with 
her parents 1111<! hroll1ers to America. One 
of the hrothcrs-Sn111uel lllnir, horn 111so 
in.Irclnml in 1712-wus tht.! fin,t pastor of 
Shrewsbury l'rcsh\"tcrian Church nftcr its 
severance in 1734 '1ro111 oh! 'l'cunent. A 
yonnger brother-Rev. John Blair-was 
llw anceslo1· of the !ale John I. lllnir of 
Bluirstown, Nt:w Jersey. A s11n of Robert 
Cmumiug: - Alexa11cler Cumming - wns 
horn in M,JUtnouth in I j26 nml after hd11g 
,,i111cale1l ul his 1111clc, Rev. Sa111ucl Blair's 
school. ancl studying lheoloi:y with Rev. 
\\"illium Tenntnl, wus licen~tl to prt!nch 
in 1;46 or 1;.17. lie snhsequenlly sen•e,I 
Presbyterian churches in New York 1111<! 
in lloslon In 1754 Robert Cum111ing wns 
High Sheri IT of the Count,· of ~lonmoulh, 
hut whether the 81::ltler or· his s011 1 we nrc 
·uut sure. 

"Lewis Nisbet" nfter the snle by him to 
Joseph Soie on l'ebrunr}· 28th, 1714, ufhis 
land on Gravel Ilrook upon lhe smne dnle 
pnrchnsed nnothcr lrncl. 'fhe clecd. nrndc 
hy tnwrcnce Vnn Hook. merchant, con. 
,·evs to Nishit nnd Doroth\', his wir~, twn 
tri:cts, one of one hundre,C the olhl!r of 
fifly iicres on Mnnnlnpnn Rh·,•r. The 

boumlnr\' line between Monmouth and 
llli1hllese.st was not perhaps, very well de
finer! at first anti Perth Amboy had a 
nn111ber of Scotch nmong her citizens. 
One of the curious items, which relates 
to some of our characters, is. the will of 
Archibulrl Cumphell, ,:roved Mny 12th, 
1702. After hn,·ing gi\'en lo Eliz."Lbeth 
Swan his goocls anti clrntlels, a,fd having 
nppointcrl Juhn Campbell of Rnrilnn 
River, his executor, he proceeded iu bis 
will to strike a balance sheet in the fol
lowing nccount: 
"Rests clue to me, Archibald Campbell: 

£ s tl 
E1lwnrrls, 3: oS: o6 
Rich. Clnrke. oo: 11: oo 
\\'111. Rerlforcl, oo: oS: o6 
John Collins, 4: 10: oo 

Rests hy Ille, Archibnlil Cnmphell lo 
Elisha Pnrker, 1: 15: oo 
illiles l'orsler, 1: 02: o6 
John llllrclny, oo: 07: oo 
James !\lore, oo: oS: oo 
John Lee, oo: 04: oo 
John Cohn, 2: 12: o6 
Georg:e Cumins. oo: 12: oo 
Alt!x.n.mler Inne?;s oo: oo: oo" 

~rhe wil11es:;e5 to this testnmenlan· ''ac .. 
count slnlec\11 wen! Jnmes l\loore," John 
l'orman nnrl Gnwin Lockhart. Just whv 
the testator luok this method of showing 
his freerlom from ohlignlion lo lite Re\', 
Alexnnrler Inness we ure unahle to state. 
'l'he will is lo he fouml in the. Secretary 
of Slnte's office at Trenton in llook C, or 
7, pnl,{e 202. 

It is of interest to note the connection 
hctwecn these Scotchmen and those who 
w~re hon111l to them by ties of canntrr or 
of church. Nol only was Robert Cum• 
ming's first wir~ n sister of the two ·minis .. 
ten;, ll1uir, nml his son n n,inister, and 
one of his clanghters the wife of Dr. Zllc• 
\Vhorler, hut when his first wife hnd de
pnrte,I, nnrl he sou~hl ngnin to wed, he 
found his seconcl wife iu the housel1olil of 
his pnslor, the Rev. William Tennent. 
Willinm Tenn.,nt, acting upon the ndvice 
ot ll'Utuul frieucli:., sought out nud mnrriecl 
after a brief acquuinlnnce. a widow by the 

· name of Noble. l\lrs. Noble, whose maid
en name wns Cntharine Vnn Rrugh, mar
ried in 1717 njohn Noble(born in llristol, 



Englnncl, nbout 1;00)-iu :-cw York Cily, 
n nephew of :iir John Stukes of Cnslle 
Hri~Lot, Englntul. Afl<!r her lm!',liarnl's 
d~nth she mnrri~,1 iu 1738 [I.icc11sc :\ug-. 
23] kt!\'. \Villiam ·rc:1111c111, and CHtllt! wilh 
him tu •renucnt pnr~o1111ge. bringing with 
her her only (sur,·idng-) chit,! liy her first 
ht1shatul. Thnl child ,,·ns a dau!;hl~r 
num~d Mnry, whu was horn iu 1719 in 
New York City. 1\Inry Noble wus m11rrfo1l 
Jnnudr,· S, 17461 lo Robert ~u1mni11g-. who 
wns. ~ S Wt! luwc sct:n, one of lht: elders of 
Old ·r ,uuent, nm! n Sheriff of the County. 
llorn April 15, 1;02, he died Aprii 15, 
r;;jg-70 in the 68th year of his nge, 1u1<I 
his to1<1h muy still he seen in the 0l1I 
church \'nrcl of Tenueut. '!'he yonni:est 
dnu~~llir 1,y J1is lir~t wif1t was :\bry, [who 
mnrnec\ !Jr. ~lc\Vhurter], nml hy his 
secoml wife he hncl the tullm, ingchilclren, 
as recorded in 'l'euncnt 's Baptismal rttg
istcr: 

Catharine, llaptised l\lny 1, 174S. 
Anno, - - u May 2i 1750. 
John Noble, • Feh. 5, 1;52. 
i\largnret, • July 2~. 1754.-
Ofthcse, the dang:htcr Anna, when quite 

young, marrie,I Rev. \Villinm- Schcuck 
(born Oct, 31 174o)i who studic,I t?1cology 
with Re\·. Mr. Tc11uc:nt nnrt was nt one 
time pastor oft,., Allt,utown (:-1. J.) l'res
h\·terinn Church. Another dau~hter, 
l\iargnret, murrit:11 ( in Nt:w York) Jamt:s 
Watson in 17S0. Sheriff Rohert Cum
ming was of some moment i11 that rnrly 
Presbyterian Church; with two tniuisltrs 
for brothers-in-luw hy his first wife, with 
the Rev. William 'J'ennent his seconrl 
wife's step father, with 011c of his sons 
nml two of his sons-in-law in the ministry, 
and fo_r thirty-six ye~rs u ruti11g dclt:r 111 
Oul 'l''cmh~nt. · \Ve art! not surprised that 
he "sat often in the hi~her courts of the 
Church." 

It is to be noted that Dr. Ale,mnc\cr l\lc
\Vhorter named his son Alexander Cum
ming ~lc\Vhorter nfter his brother-in-law, 
and t~mt the Re\•, Alexander C111111ni11g
wns the son-in-law of Colonel Thomas 
Polk of North Cn'rolinn, who in lllay 1775 
was President of the Mechlenheri: Con
vention, ha\·iug married the Colo111:l's 
dnughter, Eunice. Nor was the family 
wanting in µntriotism. Dr. Mc\Vhorter 

scn't!ll us t:haplain, n11tl John Noble Cnm• 
111i11g ro:H! iu lht! Continental Arm,· from 
Licut~1w11l to l.it:ut.-Col. l.'.:umnul111la11t. 
~hcriff Lu111111ing was n 111a11 of suli!!ta11cc 
us \\'ell. His pew rt!lll in 01'\ Tennent 
rur li3•l \\',IS £8: tos, h~inµ; ~t!COllll ouly 
lu that of IJadcl Rhc (£9: 10s) 11ml in 
1;54 £15:·111111 when, in 17.11-50, the pres
~nt Mru..:turc \\'Wi nmlcrtnkt:n, he wrote 
himself clown furn subscriptron of £10, 
;\ liltlt! mun~ than n c~uturv Inter one of 
E1'1C!r Cmnming's J.:ft!at-graiulsons wns un 
A1lmirul in the LT. S. Na\'\', und · nnolhcr 
at tht! Court of St. Jamcs\\·:is mnintai11i11g: 
the dignity of thi!-i cunntry iu diplomacy 
uml-"draw poker!" Awl mnny othcrc 
uf tht'm occupy positions of honor to this 
day. 

The Scotch oi New .Ahe::rclecn were 
closely allied hv ki111lrc1l n111l nationnlity 
to the settlers of Amboy, 111111 tlh·ers of I.he 
patt:nlttcs of the town sit~ Imel ht:en, mu] 
ufkrwartls were. rl!sitlt:nt in Pt:rth Amboy. 
Abont the thne of the laying- out of Mata
wnn (or in Ilccc1tthcr. 1700,) a Scotcl1111nn. 
11nmed Arthur Simson was gh·cn n frnn
chis.! for n ferry from Amboy to ~ll\'esink 
for atcrmof(Htcen vears, while Re,lforil's 
forry from Perth A1i1ho,· to South Amlm:Y 
was first grnntecl hy ihc proprietors to 
A111lr!!\\' l<.!!,lfortl, one uf the i\Intnwan 
patentees. And it is not at all times easy 
to ti.:< the locatir.>11 of those earh: Scotch 
sellle:s. J.ike !Jr.Johnston, hol<lingc.ffice 
111 i\lonmonth, in New York City nnd 
P~rth A1~1boy, so, too, Amlrl.!w R1:clford, 
in 1718, wns mu: of the corpora tors 111l111ec.l 
in l'orlh A111hoy's first City Charter, ns 
assistant Al,ter111a11 1 nncl John lrdaud was 
on:: ol the O·1crsecrs of the Poor. 

Anot111:r Scotchman very promi11~nt in 
the u(fair!\uf 1\lo11111ou1 h was Th0111nsGOr~ 
don. He lh·e,l :111tl 11ie1l in l'crth An1hoy 
l,1:t se\·t:ral of his nephews lh·ccl in this 
county, uncl he himself, ns n Pru\'it1cial 
Attorney Gc:nernl, was pr~sent many times 
nt lhe sessions of the l.:ountv Court nml 
was i11flue11tinl ~n moulding ihe politics of 
the counlv. Lewis l\lorris, who \\.':IS not 
n Scotc111i1nn hut nevertheless a man of 
great shrew1lm:ss, wasn rriencl ofGordo11's 
1111~1 toie~ht:r they were responsible for 
q111te II little of the cnrly go,·erument, 
'l'homas Gordon, his wift! J-lel~n, his four 
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chihlr.·11, st\'1!11 ser\'Unls, wilh his brothers 
Chnrles 011(1 George, embarked in the fall 
of 1684 fur Ens! Jersey. After a slonuy 
pnssngc of more Uum uint: Wt:t:ks they 
reached lhe Cupes of Vir1,•iniu. They 
seem lo hn\'e hL·en sous of Sir George 
Gordon of Scollnnd, Knight Advoc11le, 
nucl nre styled in co11tc1npornrv clocU• 
Ulcllls, "hrol111:rs lo the Lnird of Slrn• 
lock." They nrr:vcd in October, 1684, ut 
Ambov. The brother Gcorgt: die<! in 
1686, iml Chnrles, who revisited Englnnd, 
'is said to hnve died in 1698 or 1699. l\lr. 
Gorclon wns nlso Cme of .. lhc ProJ1rictors'' 
:uul filled lhe offic1: of Regisll!r for them 
us \\ell us the vnriuus offices of Clerk of 
the \'nrions Courts, Justice of tbt: Pence, 
Jmlge uf Prohnle, Ull(I Surveyor of Cus• 
tom-;, membt!r of the Pro\·incinl I.egisln· 
ture, Speaker of the As.semhly, Treasurer 
uf the Province, and from Jnnunry 22 1 

16g8, Alloniey General of EiLstJerse,·. It 
cun thus be seen nol only how respoi1sible 
nml important n personage he wns in him
self, bnt uf whnt nssistnnce he couhl be lo 
his counlrvmen in the pro\"inc~ \\ ht.!'reht 
he wus so j>romint:nl n fhctor. So many . 
uf the Proprielors being Scotch, the At
torney General, nncl for n large portion of 
lhc time lhe Governor ulso b,dng Scotch, 
we cun sec how the Scotch in l\lonmoulh 
,:nsily louk the position they did in the 
county. They I E-loocl in with tl1e A11 min-
istrnlio111" hl'sidcs as we ha\"1.! noted, they 
hn<l 110 gric,·nucc with the J>roprietors 
over their Jund lilies. 

l'crlh Amboy wns lhe Colonial Capital 
nnd nil uhont l'crlh Am hoy were Scotch 
settlements, such ns Spotswood, Scotch 
Plains, New Ab,:nleen nml I'rechold. To 
these were added, by affinity, lhe Hugue
·nols mul the Dutch, which tuken together, 
were fnr more limn the English elemeul, 
especially us not n few of the Rnglish, 
like J,ewis Morris, acceplecl the siluntion 
nnd refused to n11tngoui1.e lhe so-called 
"Scotch party." All(! of the rest, n hy 110 
means incousidcrublc 1111111ber were Quak
ers and "11011-comhnlnnts." 

'l'homns Gordon's wife nnd four children 
nil died before the close of 168;. His 
wift, ' 11Icllcn Gurclou. spouse lo Thomas 
Gonion, of the Fnmilie uf Stralugh, in 
ScotlatJtl, tlied 12 Deccmbci"", 1687, aged 

.27 yen rs. 11 ~tr. Gordon nftcrwnnls1 in 
1695, murrie<LJunel Mudie, u dnughlcr of 
Da,·i1l l\luclie, who cume here in Novem
ber, 1684, with several chilclren nnd Lhir
lecn scn·tu,ls. A David l\ludie is given 
nmong n list ofpolilicul refugees in Mny, 
1684. He wns fro!ll :Montrose, Scollmul, 
while his sou-in-lnw, Thomns Gorrlon, is 
sn1<l on his lombslenc lo have dcscemlccl 
from nn nncient fumily of Pillochic. Gor
don die<I April 281h, 1722, in the ;01l1 
year of his nge, nml while his first wife is 
buried in Lhe ol<I or public·grn\·eynrd, he 
and probably his second cousurl lie 111 
the i,;piscopal i:riweynnl of rcrlh Amboy. 

No apology 1s necessary for rcft:re1tcc to 
his life in connection with the Scotch 
Sdllement of Mo11111011lh. Not only be
cnnse of his officinl conncclion with the 
county hut his sen Andrew, und foru time.: 
his son 'fhomn,, livetl in th1: Scotch setlle
ment, then called Freehold. Andrew wns 
n captain on the frontier in 1721 1111d his 
only child, a daughter, mnrrit:cl n Vnn 
Kirk, whose onlr son-John Vnn Kirk uf 
'Craulmry-was hisgranrlfnther's (Andrew 
Gorclon's) heir.al-law. 

His (Thomas Gordon's) daughter, l\lnr
gnret, wns first mnrrit:tl to Louis Currec, 
ofHugnenotextrnction. lier second hus
bancl1 nlso of Hugu~not decent. w1.1s Guh. 
riel Stelle, nud n brother of Ambrose 
Slelle, nbove meulioncd. Thev nlso lived 
in Monmoulh County nnd when Gabriel 
Stelle'& will, <lated March 24, 1734-5 was 
probated on Dt!cemhcr 23, 173S1 he: nnmctl 
his wife 1\1.trgurel anti children Thomas 
Gorclon Stelle, l'ontus Stelle, Isaac Stelle, 
nml clnughlers F.li1c,hclh 11ml Cnlharine. 
IL is saicl that some, if nol all, oflhe num
erous fn111ilies bearing the name of Estell 
in lllo11111oulh nnd Ocean Counties nre de
scemlnnls of lhe Huguenot Sic lies. 

ln nook A al Jlngc 187 in lhe Secrclury 
of Slate's office 1s .lo be found the follow
ing record: 

l11111ot·led 1,y 'l'hnmns Got·don into the Prov
lncu or Eattt, Now Jtmmy In Octu1Jc1-. tG.'1·1. UH 

followclh. vlz:-
lmprlm's hlnu,etr hh; wire ,\:. four chiltlrt.!n 

wilh ~.,,·1:11 ~f'rmnt~. 
rl?.l.:-

i~W,~)1 ~t\~~~ft;~v:tirc I~,~\•.~ ~1,~riPill~,ru. 
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Alloxnndor Dovo t ,John l\lcColthm ,\:: wifo 
!lnrJtnrot 8ttm,·uns In hlH own 
A11oxnndcr }lontulth tt0sscsslou 
Murgn~~.ftY)/jj"011 

The snme pnge nlso hns n similar entry, 
which, ns it contains nnmes fnmilinr m 
l\Ionmouth,_ we nlso give in full: 

Imrortml hy Mr. Thom,.,. lTullorton In lho 
month uf October. IGMt. \'IM 
11

!JJ1
1
1~t11

1
1~

1W~!1,t nll 
Wm. Dn,·ldmm sun·ts. 
John Whcot to Mr 
John Sto\\11rd 'fho 
Alloxnndur Htownnl JTullorton 
,John 8te\\ilnl ,\:: suttlod 
Jnmes Hto"11rd ht this 
~\i:ncH Deeny l,rovlneo 
Juno tlcoohoy 
At nbont the snmc time Robert Fuller

ton imported nine servants, although he 
<li,l not register them mllil Scpkutber 3, 
1685. Their numes were: 

M11n.'l1rot Ilolybourtalno. 
wm; l•'rost. 
Junott Wnlkor. 
Jlol>ort Frost, 
Thomns FroHt. 
Jloltort Rnokor, 
,T;1mos Clarke, 
John DOVL', 
Wllllnm Clnrko. 
Ol<l Toponemus gra,·eynr<l still shows 

the gravestones of Alexander Dove, died 
October 7, 1736, nge,l 73, mul of William 
Clnrke, died Jllny, 1709, nut! Elizabeth, 
!tis wife, d:ed Deccmher 25, 16g7, ngcd 
42 ycurs. 

One ofThomns Gonion's nephews was 
Charles Gonion. H" wns possibly the 
son of Thomns' brother Chnrles. He set
ll"d in l\1011111oulh and wns one of the 
trustees of 01<1 Srols Church, signing in 
1728 ns such on the back of the dee<I for 
the site of the .Church. I le was ulso for 
years nu el<ler in 01<1 'fenuent. He died 
1t1 1740. II is will, proven April 8, that 
year, wns dated March 19, 1739-40, am\ 
mentions sons, Peter, Charles, Uavid and 
John. His dnui:hters "'ere Lyclin ancl 
Eh1.nbeth. Willium Kerr nml Sumncl 
Kerr were his e,ceculors, while 'fimolltv 
Lloy1l, Arch. Crnige nnc\ John Cnmpbeil 
were witn~sses. 

Ale,cnnrler Nenper ( N:tpier), whom we 
hnve 111e11t1011ed ns l'eler Wnlson's falher
in-law, was a Scotch Quaker and cume to 

H1isl Jersey nboul the same time iis did 
Juhnston, Reid nnd Kerr. llis will men
tions, besides his gr:uulchihlr"n, 11 dnu11h
t"r Elizubeth English. He wns a thn!ly 
11yoeman" nml there nre n number of 
deeds of record showing thnl he wns c111ile 
a lnnd owner. In George Keith's Journal, 
under the dnle of January 3rd, 1703, there 
is this reference to lllr. Napier: "Aud 
some clays before, nl the house of John 
Read, Mr. 1'ulbot baptized the wife of 
Alcxnnc\er Nenpcr um! his three children. 
Both he nml his wife hnd been Quakers 
hut were come ovt!r to the Church." 
Thomas Napier, howe,·er, hacl baptized in 
Olcl 'fennent n son John, on October 31, 
176o, although it would nppear from Alex
ander Napier's will that he left no sons. 

John Jlrown wns also n Scolchmnu and 
was most likely a Preshylerinn ns he does 
not seem nssociatc,l with Scotch Quakers 
>Ls much ns with the Wnlsons, Kerrs nm\ 
Cniigs., His headlnmls were grauted to 
John Laing of Middlesex on January 17, 
1692, together with those of Arth11r Sim
son, William Davidson nmlJohn JllcKen-

, ~ie. He was a planter, an<l wns possibly, 
tf not probably, the ancestor of the lnrge 
1111<1 respectuble f,unily of Browns in Mid
dlesex Countv. 

Alexander Adam wns nlso n ·scolclmmn 
nm! u planter. He wns a Prcsh\'lerian nml 
cnmi: 111 October, 16851 tuull·r "'inrlcuturcs 
to J11mesJol111stone (J>r, Johnston's broth
er). Ile firslsellled ht Piscnlawny, where 
on lllurch 25, 1688, he look up lnnd, :il
lhough he 111ny not hnve been out of his 
time for n yenr or two later. He nfier
wnr<ls cnme down lo Cheesequnke, nm\ 
thence to Monmouth. Al II court of "in
quirie heh! nl Shr.,wsherry for the Countic 
of Jllonmouth this twenty seventh day 
August One thousand seven hunclre<l, 11 

Alexnncler Adam was oneoflhe six Scotch
men 011 the grnnd jurie that indicted the 
rioters who nssnultecl Dr. John Stewart, 
the Scotch high sheriff, as we rend in the 
reconl of the Court nt the time kept h.>· 
the Scotch County Clerk, Gnwin l>rum
moml. Alexander A,lnm lived near the 
line between the townshi1.s of Freehohl 
aml Mi<111lelow11, bnl of his <lescendnnls 
we hnve nol b1:<!II ahle lo fiml II trace. 

J>utrick Cunaun, or Ki1111.s.11 ns lhe unmt: 
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is sotuelimes spelled, n111l in which form 
it is more filmilinr lo senrchers in the 
recon,s of ln111l lilies in Monnroullt, was 
nlso a thrifty Scot, hut whclltcr or not n 
l'rcsbyteriun or Qttnker, we are nol cer
tain. We know that in 1753 one of his 
sons, Joseph, presenle<l u rlnugltler, 
Enlennor, for baptism in •rennettl. He 
uwne<l his own farm 111111 at his denllt nfler 
Mny 14, 1709 (dnleofltis will), seems to 
It ive left the following children: Patrick, 
Jr., (not in lht: will), John, Joseph (who 
wnsncooper), Wilhnm(whowasnl11111er) 
nod duught~rs Anttn nml l\largnret. He 
li,·ed on lite road from llli,hllelown tu 
)lurlington. His executors were John 
Jlephurn 111111 John Drown, while the wit• 
uesses to his will were Timothy Lo.rd, 
l'nlrick Imlny nttd Alexuuder Nnpter. 
Jlis brother Thomas is mentioned in his 
will. His first purchase in Monmouth 
wns from Dr. John Johnston nm\ !tis wife 
in 1701 um! cousihted of n lmcl of one 
hu111lred ucrcs adjoining Alexander Ad
mu's pln11\alio11. 

Joltu Hebron (or Hepburn) cnmc in 
1684, ns We hn\'e St!Clt, under imlcnturl!s 
fur foury_enrs. He WU!i\ by trml~ n "tarlor" 
nucl his signature as n witness to a number 
of his neighbors' wills show that the pen 
wus ns fu•uiliur ns the needle. On July 
27, 16g3, he sold tliree hunrlred ncrcs of 
1111111 011 lite south of the Raritan lo An· 
drew Gullowny, merchant, of Aberdeen. 
He wrote himself down nt lhnt tlute as of 
••l'.hecsequukes" bnl in n few yenrs he 
wns nl New Aberdeen. In 1705 he sol<! 
lnnd in Freehold (nenr lllnlnwnn) lo n 
l'eler Vandeventer, probably lite same he 
had pttrcltasec\ofRicharil Clark "planter." 

Patrick Emley (or Imlay) purchased 
luttcl of Thomas Doll as enrly as 1693. He 
and his wife lllargaret sold n tract of lane\ 
to Aclriatt Dettnelt in 1710. Itt December 
170s he api,enred in court •PP.lying for 
the registi"aliott of the Free Htll meeting 
1to11se attd in 1727 he appears ns one of 
the grantees for the church lot on Free 
Hill. · 

William Clark li,•ed al "foponemus. It 
see111s that hewnstwice married. He was 
111ost Jikc'y n Quoker. His will wns dnlc1l 
!\fay 26, 1709, nncl he diec\ the same year 
and wns buried in Toponennls gru.-cyurd. 

His first wifo, ·Elizabeth, died December 
25ll1..1697, ugetl 42. His sons Willinm 
and Alexander partilionerl the homestead 
nt Huckleberry Hill. Alexanrler, who 
died August 7, 1730, nged 37 years, lies 
near his father. It would appear that 
William's secoml wife was also name,! 
Eliznhelh. William Clarke's brother, 
Richard Clarke, however, lies in Uhl 
Seals Cemetery, where his 10111bstone re
cites that he was born in Scotland l'thrn
ary 10, 1663, and rlietl lllny 16, 1733. 

William Nangltty (Nnu~htie) was in 
lllicldletown as early as Apnl 28th, t6g2, 
wlum his "t:nr mark" was rcgistcre1l in 
the ••town hook," to i<lentify his cattle, 
ranging or the Common and in the woods. 
His will, which wa.s dated February 12th, 
1702-3, amt proved February 26th in the 
same y~ur, nnnu!S a son \Villinm, then 
under age, nm! appoints as executors 
Walter Kerr, l'ntrick Imlay and William 
I,uing. It was witnessed by Amlrew l111r-
11ell, Joh11 (I. I.'..) Campbell and Allan (A. 
C.) l'.uldwcll, the last two mnking lhdr 
murk. 
. Johit Campbell, abc,ve namer!, is nnmed 

as a planter, in a deL-cl for luucls on Man 
alapnn, conveyed by l'.nmphell lo another 
Sc11lchma11 named William Davidson (a 
cnrpenler) April 26th, 16g5. This he also 
signL"<I with his mark (I. C.). The wit
nesses lo this deed were three Scotchmen 
-William Lnyn (J,ning ?), Johti \I. H.) 
Olipltnn, Allan (A) l'.nldwell. Tins land 
was prolmhly Campbell's firstpttrcltase. a.s 
in tl',gc>John Reid solil Thomas E,lwnrd n 
lot honndccl west by this tract. His cntlle 
mark was recoriled in lite Middletown 
town book in February, 1687. IL is 111ore 
than likely that this• was lite same Jolttt 
Campbell that sailed from I,cilh, Seplcm• 
ber 5th, 1685, on the Henry and Francis. 

Of Walter Kerr, no one at nil familiar 
with the hislorv of 01<1 •.rennent uee<ls lo 
he told, nltltouglt we cannot hut wonder 
tltul so little note has been taken of l'eler 
Watson, in reality thepioneerl'resbyterian 
of Monmouth. Kerr left Scotland with 
bis wife Margaret, September 3, 1685, 
when in the 29th yenr of his ni,:e and died 
Jnne 10th, 1748, in his 92il ycnr. Ilis 
tombstone still stands upon a little hill a 
Jillie to the eastward of Tennent l'.httrclt. 



Orllis labors in co1111ectio11 with the early 
history of Old Scots aml or Tennent spnce 
will not permit us lo repent whnt hns been 
onen told. It see111s quite probable that 
he was the snme Wnlter Kerr thnt with 
Dnvirl Jamison, John Yonug ni1d John 
Gibb had been known in Scotland ns the 
leaders or nu extrnvni;nut relib>ious society 
styled "The Sweet Smi;ers." Their ex
cesses bnve cnused adnnrersofthe present 
clny to seek to establish a difference or 
identity, buf there is no doubt whnte,·er 
or Jamison, afterwarcls Chief Justice or 
New Jersey, being one, and to tlie writer 
tllere sc-ems as little or Walter Kerr. 
Those were the dnys or excesses, nurl 
Joseph Jllorgnn, when pastor, found that 
the sturdy old Scotchman had a strong will 
as well as a strong 111i11d, Notwithstand
ing his Presbyterian trnining, Jamison 
himself became an Episcopalian, being or 
the Vestiy or Trinity, New York, in 1699. 
There be111g 110 Presbyterian Church in 
New York for jears ane, that, Jamison 
was one or those who listene,I to Jllnkemie 
in Willia111 Jacksons (another Scotch ex
ile} on Sunday, January 19, 1707, nnd de
fended him when indicted, but that he 
was a regular me111ber of a Presbyterian 
congregation, as intimated by W,ebster 
(p. 302), may well be clc,ubted, for to 
hi111 the Church of England owed its es
tablishment in New York. His daughter 
Elizabeth married May 19, 1717, Dr. 
Johnstone's son John and some of their 
children were born nt Scotschester. Wal 
ter Kerr's desccnrlnnt• are also numerous 
and not a few or them are enrolled ns 
ministers (some in clenominntions other 
than that of their ancestor, one of them 
in 1895, Rev. Frank 111. Kerr, a Presby
terion clergyman of the seventh genera
tion in this country, delivered an address 
on the occasion of the Boyd-Tennent pil
b'Mtna1te, in June, 1895. 

On Tuesday, December 25th, 1705,John 
Crai~, Walter Kerr, William N.onnals, 
Patnck Imly, and the Rev. John Boycl ap
peared before the !110111110nth Court with 
the requtst that their meeting house 011 
"Freehill," in the town (i.e., township) 
of Freeholcl, should he registered and tbe 
young clergyman allowed to "qualify 
himself, ns the law directs in that behalf." 

John lloyd was then about lwenty-fh·e or 
twenty-six years old. He had not ns yet 
been orclained On !\lay 28th, 1;o6, at a 
session of the Court belt\ in Shrewsbury 
town, he wns admitteil to take the pre
scriber! oath. The writer l1ns httle ,loubt 
that this r\ate of 1705 marks the real forn1-
ing of the Church organization ns well ns 
of the erection of the first distinctively 
Presbyterian Church lmildini,. Nl>r is it 
at all likely that the young licentiate hnd 
been long preaching 111 the county before 
the erection or the hni111ing and lhe qunli
ficntion r~quirerl of him by the net of Par
liament. 

It is almost a ·certainly !hut 16!j8 1s the 
earliest dale for the orga11iza1io11 or the 
first l'resbyterinn Church, nnd that was in 
Philnrlelphia. And in llmt same citv was 
the first Presbytery in America o•gniii1.ed. 
The l'resbytery of l'hiladelphia was or
ganized in the early part oftheyenr 17o6, 
the exact date being lost from the fact 
that the first leaf of the recorcls, upon 
which were the t\r,,t and second pnges of 
its minutes, hos been lost. '!'he page com
mences in the middle of the trial of l\Ir. 
John Dovel for Jicensure, and we are re· 
luctanlly forced lo the conclusion, that his 
examination and ordination took pince, . 
not at Free Hill, but in the Presbyterian 
Meeting House in Philadelphia. The 
record reads as follows: 

"r3) -- Book." 
"lle Regi111i11c ecdesiae, which being 

heard, wus approved of and sustained. 
He gave in also his thesis to be considered 
of against the next sedenmt. 

"St:denmt 2d, 1 Obris. 27. 
"Post preces sedenmt. Mr. Francis Mc

Kemie, llloderator; Messrs. Jeremiah An
drews and John llamplon, Ministers. 

"Mr. John Boyd perfonn•d lhe other 
parts of his triais, viz., preachecl a popular 
sennon_onJohn 1: 12; defendedhistfiesis; 
g~ve satisfaction ns to his skill in ilie lan
guages and answered to extemporary 
questions; all of which were approved of, 
and sustainecl. 

"Appointed his orclination to be on the 
next l,ort\'s day, the 29th inst., which wns 
nccordingly perfornied in the public meet
ing honse or this place before a numerous 
assembly; nml the next day he bad tl1e 



37 
c,•rtificnle or his ordinnlion," 

The reasons which seem lo 11s so cun
clusi\'e ai;ninsl the Preshylery having met 
nl Free lull nnd ordniningJohn Boyd there 
are these: First and not least of nil, nil 
the then members or Presbytery cnme 
from Maryland and Philadelphia. To the 
Scotch meeting ho11se on Freehill wns a 
long nnd tediousjoumey by land; second 
ly, the contemporary letters ofU1e minis
ters nnd of the Presbytery stale in verha 
ipsissima, that lite Presbytery hcl<I its 
meetings n11n11nlly "nt the city of l'hila
«lclphia" (see Presbytery of l'hilndelphia 
lo the Synod of Glasgow, September, 
1710. Records of Pres. Church, p. 18. 
Presbytery's letter lo Sir Edmund Harri
so11, lbi<I, p. 14). Thirdly, the s11cceed
ing minutes fuil to show lhnt Presbytery 
c,·er met at any pla~e other thnu l'hila
delphia 11ntil September, 1713, when they 
met nt New .Casile. Fourth, tlte fact thnt 
Presbytery wns in session from nnd in
cl11ding Uccember·27th (possibly Decem
ber 26th) to and incl11ding Sunday, De
cember 29th, with perhaps n· "sedenml" 
on Monday, the 30th, when "lie hod the 
certificate of his ordination." Fifth, the 
expression in reference to his orclination 
••in the public meeting house of this place 
before n numerous assemb1y" seems to in
dicate conclusively the pince or Presby
tery's nnnnal meeting, the i<lentily or 
which is undisputed,· nml cnnnol well be 
reconcillsl with a meeting in any other 
pince than the usual place. Sixth, be
sides which, allho11gh the minute gives 
us the fact c.,f his s11ccessf11l exnminnlion, 
nncl of bi:-.ordinaliou, it mukes no mention 
wlinJe,·cr of his iustnllalion, which would 
naturally follow his onlination in "his 
own public meeting house." Seve!JU1, 
because 11nlcs.s he were lo hnve been set
tled or installed, there were no rensuns 
for Presbytery lo hn,·e taken the tiresome 
journey and spent nearly a week in the 
rural district surrounding Freehill. But 
thnt lie was not settled or ordained, we 
will quote in the minutes of the Presby
tery or l'hiladelphia, lllay 20th, 17oS, 
(Rev. Joint lloy«l heing in nttendnuce). 
"A leller presented by the people of Free
hold ubont the settlement of lllr. Boyd is 
referred till the next meeting." (Recants 

of the !'res. Chnrch, pn::;e 10). 
"lllny 21. Post ~:encl. Sessione 5 ln 

Precih11s pemdis, o.·dered lhnt Jllr. Wilson 
write nu answer tu the people of Free
hold's letter." Ihi,l, page 10. 

"Mnr. 25th. • * * Mr, navis an,1 
!\fr. Wilson's letter to lhe people or I'rce
hold read and sustained." Ibid, page 11. 

"lllny 10, 1;09. 17ogpostpreces seder
t1.11t. * * * * * « * * •rhe kc,·. 
Mr. John Bo) d beini; dend, what re lutes 
lo him ceases." Ibtd, p. 12. 

It would hardly seem r,ossiblc, there
fore, to escape the cone usion thnl the 
long-nccepted theory of a meeting of 
l'reshytery al lite Old Scots Meeting 
House is n mistake. · 

l\lanv of the Scotch settlers ,tied be
tween" 1705 amt 1710, ns well as their 
young preacher. Une oftltose whose will 
wns dilled NDvemher first, 17oS, and pro
bat.?d May 31, 1709, was J nmes l\lel\'in · 
(yeoman). He mentions his \\ife Alice, 
his 0011 James, and daughters lllnry 111111 
l\larJptret. ,\ mong other properties, he 
specifies fi\'e 111111,\red acres on the De-Ln
War River in West Jersey. His library 
consisted of ••A great Bible," "lla.xlt!r's 
Saint's Rest/' "Hruce's book" and "Tay
lor's nook." Associated with them was 
also n William L<1wton, or Layton; (the 
records use both forms). His transactions 
that appear of record indicate thnt be was 
nl least of the Scotch party, and his 
doughier lllnry mnrrietl the Scotch County 
Clerk, Gnwin Drunnnoml. His will, 
,lnlc<l August 17 or 18, 1702, was probated 
June 28th, 1708, nm\ mentions a wife, 
whose name wns Violet, nm\ who was his 
executrix, nml sous \Vitliam, Thomas, 
Andrew, John and Samuel, and dnnghter 
l\lary. 

But one of the most important of the 
Scolchmeu of the dnv, is one whose nnme 
has almost been lost 

0

from sight, \Villiam 
Lning (or Layng). He wn,s a planter, and 
of no mean estate, for nn mventory filed 
by his executors, John Ilrown,John Camp
bell and Charles;'\nfler his death on May 
10th, 1710, showe'd £215: 12 sh, ½ d., and 
on fin, I seltleiye'nt n lolnl of £247: 5: 2. 
This was of ~rsc a much larger amount, 
relatively, than it woul,\ be at the present 
time. O~ners whose estates were iuven-
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loriw nbout the same lim" were William 
Clark (whose daughter Ann we omitted 
to slllte above, mnrrierl John Costins). 
His estate inventoried £93: 1: o. John 
Hanton's estate, np•rniserl by . Wnlter 
Kerr, Andrew Burnet nml William Laing,. 
nmounterl lo the nent little sum or '£202: 
19:10½. Pnlrick Kinnan's on ?,lily 18, 
1710; wns £153:13:,i. Wilham Laing 
was a member of the Provincial leb'1S
lnture, town collector nnd town clerk 
of Freehold nnd filler\ several positions 
of tn1St for his countrymen. llis 
"ear mark'' for his cattle was record
ed in the ol,i Middletown Town !look 
April 27, 1686. He was tax collector for 
Freehold in 1695, and town clerk in 1699. 
On September 3, 1694, the Enst Jersey 
proprietors ~ranted 111111 250 ncres nt Top• 
onemus, adjoining the Wicknlunk lots. 
If married be seems to have.hncl neither 

· wife nor family at his clealh, ·He was n 
nnlive of Aberdeen, nnd ve!f well educnl• 
ed, being a graduate of Kmgs Collei;e, 
Aberdeen, Scotlaml, in which inslitullon 
he held an official position for many 
years. In one of the contracts between 
himself amt one or the East Jersey pro
prietors before bis arri\·al he is styled 
"Aeconomous of Kings College, Aber
deen." In his will, dntecl Mnv 24th, 1709, 
and probated 27th, 1710-11, he mentions 
his brothers, Alexander Laing, :M. A., 
l\lnster of the &·hoot in Cannon Gate, 
Edinburgh, Scotlnnrl, and George Laing, 
!\laster of the School at J,eilh. He nlso 
gave legacies lo John Brown, Jotm Camp
bell and Charles Gonion, whom he con
stituted bis execnlors. The will hnd evi
dently been prepared beforehand from 
instructions, as it is not in his linndwrit
ing, and his signature. usually very elab
orate anrl involved, shows debility. Be
sides, beneath lbe attestation clau.o;e, oc• 
curs this bequest : " I a)i;o give fi\·e 
pounds to be levied out or my estate 
toward building a church at Freehold." 
The witnesses were Timothy Lloyrl, John 
Ronnell and James Patton. We can only 
conjecture the meaning of this bequest. 
Either the first stl'll'~lure was temporary 
or there hnd nlrenrl,v nrisen the desire lo 
move to the presen>;sileorTennent. The 
writer. however, would bu,,,nt U1e con• 

jecture that it hnd rcforeuce lo wllnt is 
now known ns the llrick Church (Outch 
Reformed), . still flourishing near .Marl
horo, New Jersey, which was just at that 
lime being formed by a union or lite 
Scotch and Untch Pr"'!byt~rinns, the lat
ter of whom were conung 111 hug~ nutn• 
hers to New Jcrse.,·. 

The will of Samuel Redford, bearing 
dnte February 13th, 1709-1710, and pro• 
balc<lJune 7th, 1711; mentions wife Grnce, 
ancl chihlrcn l\lnrgnret, lllnrr, nm! Thomas. 
It names ns ,,.,,ecnlors his wife, his brother 
Andrew Reolford nnd Gideon Crnwfonl. 
'rhe witnesses were John Jlrowu, l'eler 
Gordon and William Redror,l. 'l'hc lat
ter may have · been bis fother, who by 
deed of Febnmry 18, 1709, conveyed lauds 
in Freehold to his ·•natural son," Samuel 
Redford. 

Among the various Scotchmen or Free
hold there wn.s one woman, whose will 
indicates U1at she wns either Scotch her• 
self or allied in son•e way with the Scotch 
o,lement. Her name was l\lnry Silver
wood, and she appears to have been a 
widow for the second lime. . l-ler will was 
clalecl April 7th, 1698, nml probated Aug
ust 23, 1698, at l'llrlh Amboy. She de
vised her lam! to her son, Samuel Hoph
mire of Middletown, and to lier daughters 
not named lier personal property, except 
her 11~0, "Sambo/' who was to be 
manuuutted after serving her son two 
years. She lived in Freehold, nnd the 
witnesses to her will \Vere Patrick Imlay, 
James Melvin nnd Patrick Canaan. 

"William Redford was a gardener or hus
bandman when be came in 1682 from 
Fuershaw, Fiveodaille, Scolland, wit~ his 
wife l\largnret amt seven children. One 
of the inducements held out to him wns 
an agreement made with Arent Sonmous, 
one of the East Jersey proprietors, that he 
was lo have one hundred acres of lanrl, 

• rent free for ten years. Some of his 
cbiltlren settled in Mi,tdlesex, while Red· 
ford himst'lf lived some years in Perth 
Amboy. 

John Brown, mentioned nbove,. may 
have been the John Jlrown, ."Show maker, 
imporlecl upon the uccompt or John Bar
clay" in 1684. Others "imported" at 
u1xmt the same. time, i. , .. , before U1c 
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lnrger immii:rnliun or 1685, were: one wns, in nil prohnhility, lhe Stephen 

l\lnrch 3, 16113-4, for nccounl or Stephen Punghonrn, or l'nnglmrn, lite Justice or 
nml 'fhomns Wnrne, in1lenl11re1l for three the Pence or Ocean County (i.\lnnnnhnw
yeara-Willinm Elleson, former; for rour kin) who, nlthough one orthecorpornlors 
,·enrs-Jolnt Knign, Norn Kne (Rue); for in the chnrkr or "The Trustees or the 
five yenrs-l'11lnck Kennnn ; for se,·en l'resbylerinn Church or J\lonmouth Co11n
venrs-Antho11y Ashmore, Wnlter New- ty," th.ere is good renson to believe wns 
11tnn; for nine yenrs-Abrnhnm Smith;)one or the first converts to Univers:tlism 
for the custom or the co1111ty-Jnne Hnnk- in New Jerse,· (sec l\lurrny's Journal). 
inson nnd her children, Thomn,, l'eler Here natl there one finds in the oltl rec
and Richnnl llnnkinson. . ords, glimpses or the trials or those pio-

In October, 1684, the following nnmes neers, ns where Jnmcs Edward (who with 
occur in a list or servnnls imr.ortecl into his brother 'l'homns cnme with the other 
H:ist Jersey: By GeorJ.:e Wtllocks-Ar- Scolcl1111e11 to Mo11111011th) hml carertllly 
thurSimpsonc; by Chnrles Gordon-Wit- recorded the receipt 1,<ive11 him l'ehrunry 
li11111 •rcnnenl (oh,·iously not the Rev. 15th, 1700-1, hy Thomns Ccsroord, who 
Willinm 'fenncnt, "·ho was horn in Ireland wns nbont to relum to Scotlnud for 
in 1673 nm! cnme to Americnin 1718to1lo money thnt Cesroonl wns to pny nt Edin
the work which hns made the nnme or bur$h, to Alison Neel of Slevenston, 
'l'emtent n synonym for Presbyterianism), Parish of llncldiugton, the wire or snicl 
Thom,1s Holliday,James Walker; by John James Edwunl, who donbtless desired
l'orbes-Jnmes Smith, Andrew Crnige and like every good huslmml-thnt his wire 
lltnrgnret Anderson. should be on the same side or the Allnutic 

On August 19, 1685, John Oliphant n.s himsclr. 
(Olivaut) or l'encnrtlnud hound h1111selr There were nil trades reprcsenle<l in 
1111d wire, Janet Gilchrist, for (our yenrs, thnt little conmttmity. There were brick 
nm! his clnughters till they were twenty- makers nntl brick lnycrs; there were 
one, to John Hancock of Edinburgh for 0 cl~rks," there were ••farmers" nncl 
servic~ for their passage. "gardcners,' 1 0 hushantlmen" nml •'yco-

In Noventl>er, 1685, Dr. John Gonion men/' Allan Caldwell wns a weaver. 
imporlc:11 ns scn·ants, \Villinm Dn\"idson Davidson, ·Canaan aticl hnlf n <luzcn more 
um! Willinnt l'cd,len. Davidson wns a were cnrpenlers. Dr. John Stewart, the 
carpculer und settled nenrhis cumpntriots, Sheriff who wns assaulted by the mob, 
His wifo was l\lnrgnret Oliphnnt, one of ,,.·as not only a "yeoman'' hut a "physi
thc daugl1tcrs of \Villinm Oliphant, who cinu." n "surgeon," "chirurgeonn nnd a 
died hc:forc 1690. lier sister ,Jnm:t mnr- "cooper.'' Of l1ntrick Cnnann's son!2, 
rie,I Samuel l,nylon, the brothcr-iu-lnw or Joseph wns a cooper and William n tinner. 
the Scotch County Clerk. Gnwin Drum- A cardmnker, a goldsmith, and otuer 
moud. Her brother William nlso locntecl trudcs nrc to be found reprcsente1I. 
in Monmouth. But the spirit or unrest, uml prospects 

An Amlrew l\tudH!1t1ic also nppenrs us mor~ i1ndting tu lhc south uml w~sl, c01n-
imporle,I in 1684 by Uavid Mmli,·. hiued with \he lust Great Reaper to dcci-

111 nll there must ha,·e hcen a :-\colclt nmlc the colm>)' or Scotch. One by one 
population or se,·eral hundred hefore 1705 their wills went lo prolmlc, or their ml-
111 the weskrn pnrt or the couuly. They minislralors invenl•Jricd their sevcrul es
were or nil conditions ns to edncnlion 11111I tntes. :-\o wh~n the yo,mg pastor was 
worlilly goo,ls. illnny were nnnhle to gathered to his fathers, there were mnny 
write their unmcs while olhcts ngnin were or hi• flock that had preceded him lo lite 
well eilucnte,1. They nll, however, ha,t grave, · 
the 101,<ical mentnl training tltnl is lhe con \\'hnt is now the Slate of Dclnwnre, but 
Comitnnt of Cnlduisnt. They were not was then n county of l1ennsy\\'a11ia, re
nll Preshytcrinns nnd of tlw~c who wen•, cch·cd a numher of l\lonmoulh's Scotch. 
there were sever.al whost! Prt!;;h_ykriauistn Muryluncl nncl port~ons of Centr-tl Penn
WM of nu i11l~rt11illc11t vnricty. Such nu syh·unia n:cdvcll ucccssions, while the 



places of Utose who ten were lillecl by the 
Dutch immigmtiou thnt wns induced h,Y 
the lnrge lnud owners such us Col. Lewis 
l\Iorris (nnerwnrd Governor of New J er
sey), the Reicls nm\ the llowues. French 
HUb'llenots from West Chester, New Yurk, 
heb'llll lo find their· wuy to l\Ionmouth. 
lletween lh~m nm! the Scotch nncl English 
Quakers there wns no theological kimlre,1. 
Hut an t:Sst:mlia1 lik~ness ohltiined between 
them nud the l'rcsbytcrinus, Thus when 
Rev. Juhu lloyd hail died, there wns nn · 
opening for n united church nloug l'rcs
byterinn lines. 

llut the Dutch settlers were rather more 
uumcrous in Middletown township (Free
hold hml been set otr some years before). 
Lewis Morris sold the "l\lnuorofTintern" 
to the Van Dnmts, n111I other nutchmcn 
from Long Ishmd, nhoul 1709. llis fifteen 
lnnulrcd ncre trncl, now more: gcncrnlly 
known ns th!! formerh· ttoll•cf uNorlh 
Americnn Phnlnnx," lo Seven others, in
cluding such unmes ns Vnurlt:rveer, Polh!!• 
n111s, LetTerts. The VnuMuters, Sulphins, 
Smocks, Romines nml otht!rs, ntl set!Ul 
lo hnYe come ab.Jut this dnle. '!'he \Vi• 
koffs, Hendricksous, aucl other Dutch 
who hncl preceded them, nlso largdy 
dwelt in l\luldlelown township. A union, 
therefore, of the Scotch nll!I Dutch · Pres
byterinus, under the pastorate of the 
Dutch Presbyterian Dominie, as Joseph 
Morgan wns cnlleil by his contemporaries. 
would thruw the balance of his unite,\ 
congrcgntion cousiderublv lo the east of 
the Freehill Church. They were lhriily 
people, these Dutchmen, nucl it was n 
hnzarclous experiment lo· nttempt the 
1111ion between two peoples whosesimiln,
ity of fnitlt hnrclly mnrle up for the diver
sity of lnugunge nncl of custom. Dul in 
the Rev. Joseph l\lorgnn, n native of New 
England, the grn11dso11 of n Wdshmun, 
fairly well educnled, nlthough not, as lms 
hee11 stated, n graduate of Y11le College, 
wns, perhaps, the fitting boud for such an 
u11ion. '!'he fnct that he roceivecl nn honor
nry degree with the lirstclnss graduating nt 
that institution, is the enuse, prohablv, of 
the error. Domini<: lllorgnn hnrl beei1 or
dnine<I in 1697 when 23 years of age, nml 
sen·ed the P«shytcrian churches of Bed
ford :1111\ East Chester in New York, and 

hv one nccount, nl the sanie lime prencbed 
for II Congregational Church in Connecli
cuL He lenrnecl tht! Dutch lnnguage llmt 
he might minister to that people, natl al
though cunneclt!ll with tht! •Presbytery 
during his whole st:rvice in connection. 
with Scots Mceli11g11111l the DLttch Church, 
he so clcporlc'll himself ns to be thorough
ly loved lw the Dutch, um\ ul lnsldislikc'<l 
by the Scotch. 

In 170~ the Ghertie Romnin ( willow of 
Stophel) paid £450 for n fnrm for the use 
of the "Dutch Prtsbyterinn l\linistcr." 
In 1723 n church was 1lcsire1\ further lo 
the ~li,hllctown si,lc of th~ congregation 
nm\ Andrew Johnston sohl lo Daniel Hen
clrickson nur\ Johannes l'nlhc111us n lo~ 
for £3 "for thi, sole nse, benefit um! he
hoof of the people belonging to the Re• 
ligious Society known ns the Dutch Prcs
bytcrinns." l'rom the very first the clnnl 
rcl11tion had nol been productive of har
mony. Walter Kerr, himself, had some
whet to sny of the Presbytery, lhnl woul<I 
receive Dominie l\Iorgnu, nncl nhoul the 
time of the new buil,\ing referred lo, l'res
hvtery was compelled lo tell the mnlcon
l.;nts nmoLtg lhc·Scotch congregntion that 
they had no just 11cnnsc ror se\larnlion." 

In· 1710, when 1'homas lloe I, the con
verted QLtaker, was leaving in his wi11 his 
interest in th,, 1'oponcmus Quaker meet
ing house to the church lherenfter to be 
cslnbiished thereoLt, ' which shnll be of 
the ChLlrch of Englnml pcrsnnsion." nnrl 
\Villinm l,ning, som~timc ":\cconomous'' 
in King's College, Abcnlecu, was leaving 
a legacy lo a "meeting house lo he built 
in Freehold," the Rev. Joseph Morgnn 
was t,reaching nncl administering the 
co111111u11io11 in the Pr~shyterinn Church 
nt l\lid,\lclown Village. The edifice, 
which by reason of the similarity of his 
11n111e lo lhnt of the llnptist pastor of Miil
clletown clnri-:g the. Rc,·olution ( Rev. 
Abel Morgan), has erroneously hecu be
lie,·ccl lo hn,·e nt thnt time fallen into 
ruin. · 

llut other elements were soon to join iu 
moulding the future of Monmouth Comi
ty, and as, here nnd there, little villages 
grew up, or ns nciphhorhomls came to de
sire rch$ious services, houses or worshi1> 
were b111ll, ,nut without nny ccclcsinslical 
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nclion, congrcgnlions sprang into being. 
So In 17341 the people ofShrewsbury were 
constituted a sepnrat~ church by Ute 
Synod, and n few years Inter Allentown 
wns erected into n seP.nrate congregation. 
About 176o the old village of New Aber- • 
deen nlso erected a house of worship, amt 
while at first Middletown Village shared 
in the ministrations of the pastor of lllid
dlelown Point nud Shrewsbury, the joint 
charge soon came to be known as the 
Chnrch of Shrewsbury, Mi<ldletown Point 
n111l Shark River. Tiu, Dutch Church 
gradually occupied the territory about 
Middletown Village, and now onlv two 
more or less neglected graveyards r"emnin 
to show where stood the Presbyterian 
Churches of Middletown Village nml of 
Shark River. 

It is noteworthv that one of the oldest 
(if not the very oldest) tombstones in the 
Old Presbyterian Graveyard at Matawan 
(nenr Frenenu rniilroad station) is that of 
Or. l'P.,er LeConte, of Huguenot descent, 
whose second wife was Valeriah, daughter 
of John Eaton, the fonnderorEatonlown, 
and a sister lo the wife of the Rev. Elihu 
Spencer. Dr. Leconte, among whose de
scendants, by theway, are to be numbered 
the celebrated California professors of 
·untuml history, was an elder in the Col
legiate Church of Middletown Point and 
Shrewsbury, and "prencl1ed11 as well as 
"practiced, 11 giving his patients, ·we im
agine, good old school theology as well as 
allopathic doses. His wife survived him 
many years, and lies in the Presbyterian 
Grnveynrd in the Omn~e.•, where her son
in-law, the Rev. Jededmh Chapmnu, was 
pastor. Her sister Joanna (Eaton), wife 
of Rev. Elihu Spencer, D. D., lies in the 
olcl First Church yard in Trenton bv her 
husband, and in her desccndents n're lo 

be numbered the celebraletl llilllcr fumily 
of Princeton, 

In 1749 Presbyterianism was strong 
enough to claim 01111 receive legal recog
nition, nnd n charter was granted the 
"Trustees of the Presbyterian Churches" 
in Monmouth County, nnd it isinteresling. 
lo note the nnmes of the trustees. John 
Little, Jr., the first named, was an elder 
in Shrewsbury. He was born in Ireland 
whence he came in 1718 with his father, 
"John Litt Le, 11 the first cider in Shrews
bury Church, (who died in 1749-50). 
Christopher (probably Stophel) Long
street was also of Shrewsbury, but re
moved to Allentown in 1750. Tobias l'ot
hemus and Robert Imlay were of the Al• 
lenlown Church. Stephen Pangborn was 
of Ute Mannahawkin Church; Jonatbnn 
Foreman, John A11rlerson, John Hencler· 
son and James Robinson were all of Free
hold. Ancl while it is true that James 
Robinson dirt convey lnncl in Freehold lo 
St. Peter's Episcopal Church, lllarcb 28th, 
17381 eight chain long by two elinin wide, 
he was still and always n Presbyterian, as 
a list of the baptisms of bis chil<lren in 
the rccorrls of Old Tennent sufficiently 
attest. 

In bringing these sketches to a close we 
cannot.but re1,>Tet that we have not the 
leisure to work out the vein of historic 
Watter, we are conscious, we bavescnrcely 
uncovered. Those early settlers are well 
worth our 'closest stucly. Whether the 
causes of i111111igmlion were religious, po• 
litical, or personal, they· were sturdy 
characters, ancl possessed of tl1nt earnest 
purpose and Scottish faith that found a 
filling memorial in the name they gave 
their church site, "Fre~hill, 11 nml in the 
wonts inscribed 011 that early corporate 
sen!, ''Religious Liberty. 11 
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