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0, d1oellers ill the state Iv t{}zo ·ts, 

What C{}me ye out to see? 

This com1110li eartlt, this co11111wn skJ', 

This 1oater jlo1uing free. 

Y{}1t knou.1 full well these banks of /J/{}Olll 

The upland's wazy line, 

And ho10 the sunshine tips ·with fire 

The needles of the pine. 

Yet, like some old remembered psalm, 

Or sweet, familiar face, 

1Vot less because of commonness 

You love the day and place. 

And not in vain -in this soft a-ir 

Shall hard strung nerves relax, 

Not all in vain the o'er worn brain 

Forego its daily tax. 

From ceiled rooms, from silent books, 

From cro1vded car and to1011, 

Dear ilfother Earth, upon thy lap 

We lay our tired heads doum. 

The license of the happy woods, 

The brook's release are ours; 

The freedom of the unstained u.1ind 

Among the glad eyedflotoers. 

Thanks to the gracious Proz•idence 

That brings us here once 11wre; 

For memories of the good behind 

And hopes of go:1d be_fore I 

-\V BITTIER. 





PREFACE. 

IT has been the endeavor of the coin pilers of this book to illustrate Somerville and 

Raritan in a series of photographic reproductions that should be various, characteris

tic and representative. Pictures tell, for the most part, their own story. These 

illustrations of the twin towns present a number of views at once faithful and attractive. 

The glimpses of rural scenery that here appear are suggestive of the charms of the sur

rounding country, while the vistas of the streets and the buildings accurately portray the 

towns represented. 

Residents of Somerville and Raritan 1nay well be proud of the fine appearance their 

domiciles present. 

Visitors will find this a pleasant souvenir to carry away with them, and to show to 

their friends. 

To strangers it will reveal son1e of the rare attractions these places offer for business 

or the n1aking of a home. 





DESCRIPTION 
OF 

~ ~0merVille a11d ~aritan. 

OMER VILLE is the County seat of Somerset county, New Jersey. It is the busi

ness centre for a large range of surrounding country. By reason of its accessibility 

to New York it also retains the character of a suburban town. It has a popula

tion of about 5,000 people. Raritan, close at hand, is essentially a part of Som-

erville, so far as business and social interests are concerned, though it is an independent 

town. It is almost wholly devoted to manufactures, and numbers about 3,500 people. 

The two towns, together with some territory outside the corporate li1nits, have a popula

tion approxi1nating 10,000 inhabitants. 

The country about Somerville and Raritan is delightful. On the south, the Raritan 

river winds its rapid but peaceful way towards the sea. Northward, in full view, rises the 

great wall of the Orange Hills, while far off to the west and south, in the blue distance, 

larger n1ountains girt the horizon. It is a region fair, open and breezy as a western 

prairie, and yet with river intervales, rocky glens and glorious mountain vjews close 

at hand. 

To the charn1S of delightful scenery are added those of historic association, for Som

erville is not a place of yesterday. like so many suburban growths. Like old wine, it has 

the peculiar flavor that only long years can give. Among its honored families are na1nes 

that have been household words for generations. Here the Revolution has left its way

marks-the house where vVashington had his headquarters for a winter ; the spot where 

British soldiers burned the Court House ; the camp where American troops had their 

winter bivouac; the 1nountain gorge, where for six weeks ,v ashington bade defiance 

to Lord Howe- all lie right at hand. 

It has been said, that in no county of this State is there to be found such diversity 

of scenery, as in Somerset. A drive into the country in n1ost any direction will reveal 

the most picturesque views. Fro111 the tops of the 1nount:1ins the view extends unbroken 

for many 111iles ; in the valleys beneath may be counted 1nany a towering spire, while 

the 111any mountain streams that flow through the valleys shine in the sunlight like so 

1nany silver threads. Along the banks of the Raritan: one can drive for 1niles in full view 

of the river, which with winding course threads in and out through hill and dale. Hence 

in summer months multitudes of residents of the cities are drawn to this locality, where 

the pure air and pleasant surroundings can be enjoyed, and at the same time all the com

forts of life, without going to a resort in some distant region. 
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BAPTIST CHURCH. 

CATHOLIC CHFRCH. 



~ ... :,-,,,_..;' 
:: ;Zt?~;:1}/·.,,,, 

'""""' ( ·::/"'.:', 
'.,',;; 

. 'I', , •;:- . ~" -::,~~/-
' ' ' .'"·;,; ' ' 

' ' ' 

,' ' 

,.:~ ';,:•:~ ·: .. · :;~~:~~-- ' ',' , 

>\~t 

M. E. CHURCH. 



SOMERVILLE. 
RAILROAD FACILITIES. 

Somerville is situated upon the main line of the Central Railroad of New Jersey, 

midway between New York on the east, and Easton on the west, and about 3 5 1niles 

from either place. It is also a junction of the South Branch Railroad, v:hich has its 

terminus at Flemington. There are 24 trains daily, each way, between Somerville and 

New York. The running time of the principal trains is but little over an hour. Travel 

to and from the city is especially co111fortable, by reason of the perfect equipn1ent and 

splendid management of the Central Railroad. I ts steel rails, rock ballast, hard-coal 

fuel, and elegant passenger coaches, lighted by gas, make a distance, that really is scarcely 

greater in ti1ne than is required for many a patron of horse cars and elevated roads to 

reach home, seem but a resting spell, full of pleasant diversions. 

The ride from New York to Somerville is especially interesting. The brief trip 

across the river, with its varied sights and cool breezes, is a most pleasant beginning of 

the trip. After skirting the shores of New York bay, in full view of the Statue of 

Liberty, in a short time Newark bay is reached, and the ever-changing sights to be 

seen from the long bridge always form a pleasant picture. The re1nainder of the trip 

through the beautiful suburban towns, lying under the shadow of the Orange Hills, is full 

of interest to the stranger or to the commuter, who finally leaves the train at Son1erville. 

ADVANTAGES. 

One of the ch~ef advantages of the town is its healthy lccaticn, situated in a region 

entirely free from malarious influences, occupying a rising swell of ground, with the river 

on one side, and a valley, in which runs a large brook emptying into the river, on the 

other, a splendid natural drainage is insured to it. 

As a pleasant town to live in, Son1erville is superior. It has all the conveniences of 

a large city-gas, electric light, water works, sewers, excellent schools and churches. 

Rents and tax rates are low, and the cost of living considerauly less than in most towns 

of equal size. 

The town is well laid out. The streets are all curbed and the sidewalks laid with 

broad stone flagging. 'The hard roads in the town and surrounding country. 1nake 

driving to the many picturesque resorts on the mountains and along the banks of the 

Raritan river a pleasure, and constitute not the ~east of the many advantages that Somer-
·11 v1 . e possesses. 



SOMERVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
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GROWTH. 

\Vhile Somerville has never boasted of a large population, yet within a comparatively 

recent period the growth and improvements that have been made, have caused more than 

passing comment. Within the last four years a new stone depot ~ the handso1nest on the 

Central Railroad), several large business blocks, and over two hundred new houses have 

been erected in the town. These improvements have been made without the excite

ment or stimulus of any so-called ·' boom," and have demonstrated beyond doubt, that the 

future of the town is assured, and there is every reason to believe the prosperity, already 

so evident, will continue. 

The result of this recent growth is everywhere apparent, besides the great activity 

in building circles, there is also a corresponding activity in all branches of trade, giving a 

decided air of prosperity and stability to the place. 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Raritan river affords an excellent water supply. As there are no large places 

above Raritan, through ,vhich tl:e river runs, there is no chance for the contamination of 

the water. Con1ing direct fron1 the high grounds on the north and west, and being 

supplied chiefly by n1ountain brooks, the water is exceptionally pure. 

Every p1ace that is provided with an abundant supply of water, needs also to be 

provided with sewers. Son1erville is one of the very few places of its size that is thoroughly 

sewered. The separate syste111, which is in use, provides for a periodical and auton1atic 

flushing of the mains. The syste1n has worked very satisfactorily and is an i1nprovement 

the town is proud to possess. 

For ilhnnination, both gas and electric lights are used. The electric light plant sup

plies not only S01nerville, but Raritan and Bound Brook. 

That a place of this size should have so con1plete a syste1n of public improve1nents, 

embracing every require1nent of civic economy, is a remarkable thing. What is still 

more remarkable, is the fact that with all these it has no debt, and the tax rates are 

extremely low. The rate for 1890, including a special school tax, was only $10.80 to the 

$ r ,ooo. One reason for this happy condition is, that the expenses of extensive public 

improvements have been met by the sale of public lands, fortunately possessed by the 

town. Another reason, is in the fact that Somerville is a town and not a city, and has 

always kept control of itself financially. Economy, integrity and public spirit have secured 

great improvements without burdensome assessments. 

CHURCHES. 

There are eight churches of the following denominations: Reformed (Dutch), two; 

Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, Roman Catholic, German (Reformed), and African M. E. 

Zion. All of the churches have substantial structures and are presided over by able and 

talented preachers. 
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VIEW ON MAIN STREET, SHOWING FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 

ASSOCIATION HALL BLOCK, MAIN STREET. 



BLUE FRONT CLOTHING HOUSE. 

THOMPSON BUILDING, MAIN AND MAPLE STREETS. 



SWINTON BUILDING, MAIN STREET. 
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TUNISON AND LOSEY, WHOLESALE GROCERS. 



BALLANTINE AND VAN FLEET'S CARRIAGE REPOSITORY. 

SOMERSET HALL. 



SOMERVILLE WOOLEN MILLS. 

ARMORY CO. H. 



EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 

The town has a large graded public school, accommodating over 600 pupils, with edu

cational advantages of a high order; also a separate school for the colored population. 

The Somerville Classical School is a private institution, fitting students for college. It is 

provided with competent teachers, and draws many pupils from surrounding towns. 

Besides these there are three primary private schools of high character. 

The town also has a fine circulating Library and Free Reading Room, that is well 

sustained and patronized. 

BANKS. 
There are two banking institutions, the First National Bank of Somerville, N. J., 

and the So1nerset County Bank, a State institution. Both of them are sound and 

flourishing. 

HOTELS. 
The principal hotels are, the Ten Eyck House, Commercial, County House, and the 

Somerset. All of these houses are strictly first class. In connection with them may be 

found good livery stables, while the last-mentioned house is provided with a fine Bowling 

Alley. 

PRESS. 
Three weekly newspapers are published in Somerville-The Unionist- Gazette, a 

Republican organ, the Sonzerset Messenger, and the Somerset Democrat, both Democratic 

in politics. The Jersey Knight, a monthly paper, which is the official organ of the 

Knights of Pythias, is also edited and published at the office of the Democrat. 

CLUBS. 
S0111erville contains three clubs of high character and repute, besides Masonic, Odd 

Fellows, Knights of Pythias and other beneficiary lodges. The oldest club is the 

Bachelor Club, which was organized in 187 2. It numbers about 7 5 members, and has a 

fine suite of roo1ns in one of the best blocks of the town. It was organized as a social 

club, and as such has been a success, including the leading professional and business 

men in the two t0wns. Its president is the Hon. James J. Bergen, Speaker of the last 

House oi Representatives of this State. 

The Union League Club, organized as a Republican Club, conta;i1s many 1nen 

prominent in political, business and social circles. It occupies comrnodioL1s and well-fur

nished room:; in Association Hall. 

The \Yest End Athletic Association was incorporated in r 887. It has a flourishing 

me1nbership and is very popular. 

and also has a fine athletic field. 

The club occupies a large and com:ortable c:nb house 

These grounds are enclosed and c:)nta· n a ba~e ball 

diamo:1cl a:1d te:1i1is CJ:.irts; also a grand stand and '' bleaching boards," fo~· the accommo

datio.1 or the inany pa~rons of the club games. The club has given 1nost o~· .ts attention 

to base hall. holding the N. J. Athlet1c League championship for r 890. 



RELIEF HOSE CO., RARITAN. SOMERVILLE ENGINE CO. 

WEST END HOSE CO., SOMERVILLE. CENTRAL HOOK AND LADDER CO. 
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RESIDENCE OF DANIEL ROBERTS, ESQ, 



ALTAMONT PLACE, LOOKING WEST. 
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RESIDENCE OF J. HARPER SMITH, ESQ., ALTAMONT PLACE. 
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RESIDENCE OF COL. JOHN T. VAN CLEEF, 

(PROPERTY OF J. H.-\RPER S::.\IITH), 

ALTAMONT PLACE. 

RESIDENCE OF J. H. MATTISON, ESQ., 

ALTAMONT PLACE. 



RESID~NCE OF EDWIN SCOTT, ESQ., 

ALTAMONT PLACE. 

RESIDENCE 0? CAfTAIN G. S. CO'.)K, 

ALTAMONT FLACE. 
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RESIDENCE OF ADOLPH W. MACK. ESQ. 

INWOOD.-RESIDENCE OF HON. A. A. CLARK. 



RESIDENCE OF HON. JAS. J. BERGEN. 

RESIDENCE OF MISS CLARA LINDSLEY. 



MILITIA. 

Company H, of the Third Regiment, N. G. N. J., is located here. It was organized 

in 1888, with 53 men, with G. S. Cook as captain. The company is finely drilled and 

contains a number of expert marksn1en. In 1890 it ranked as the best in the Regiment 

for discipline, efficiency and marksmanship, and seventh in the State as to marksmanship. 

It has a well appointed and commodious armory on Somerset street. 

FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS. 

There is no better volunteer fire department in the State than in Somerville. The 

various companies occupy separate buildings in different parts of the town. The Som

erville Engine Company and the "\Vest End Hose Company, both have elegant rooms in 

their buildings that are provided with all the conveniences of a club, while the Central 

Hook and Ladder Company occupy comfortable quarters in the Somerset Hall building. 

The Chief of the Department is L. M. Codington, who has held that office for several 

years. 

Beside the protection from fire, the town is guarded by a uniformed police force, 

sufficient to maintain good order in the place. 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

The annual fair of Somerset County is held at Somerville, on the grounds of the· 

Somerset County Agricultural Society, located only a short distance from the town. The· 

grounds contain numerous exhibition buildings for fair purposes, and a fine one-half mile· 

race track, with im1nense stable buildings in connection. Evidence of the prosperity of 

the rural population of Somerset County may be seen by the fine exhibit of farm 

produce and live stock at the fairs of this association. 

RESIDENCES . • 

Somerville has long enjoyed the distinction of containing a number of handsome 

houses, and a tour of the principal resident streets would amply verify thjs statement. 

On all sides may be seen comfortable dwellings with tasteful lawns, while frequently inter

spersed may be seen many a residence bearing evidence of wealth and distinction. The 

abundant views of Somerville homes, contained in this volume, portray more accurately 

than could be described in words, the many delightful spots 1n this vicinity. 



RESIDENCE OF MAJ. E. J. ANDERSON. 

RESIDENCE OF J. W. BALLANTINE, ESQ. 



HIGH STREET, NEAR BAPTIST CHURCH, LOOKING WEST. 

RESIDENCE OF JAMES ADAIR, ESQ. 



RESIDENCE OF WM. S. POTTER, ESQ. 

RESIDENCES OF COL. A. S. TEN EYCK AND J. V. D. T.EN EYCK. 
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RESIDENCE OF C. STEWART HOFFMAN, ESQ. 

RESIDENCE OF D. K. CRAIG, ESQ. 



RESIDENCE OF GEORGE ANDERSON, ESQ. 

RESIDENCE OF W. H. CAWLEY, ESQ. 



RESIDENCE OF DU.MONT FRELINGHUYSEN, ESQ. 

RESIDENCE OF J. B. CORNELL, ESQ. 
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RESIDENCE OF G. A. YA WGER, ESQ. 

ROSS PROPERTY. 

(FOR SALE HY CARMER, LOOMIS & C'l.) 
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FINDERNE PARK, EAST SOMERVILLE, N. J. 



SOMERSET <:;;OUNTY FAIR GROUNPS, 



RARITAN. 
Rantan, N. J., is located one-half mile west of Somerville, and has connection with 

it by rail, and also by a stage making trips every half hour. The town possesses the 

same advantages as Somerville, but differs from it as it contains a number of large mills 

and factories, and the population is composed to a great extent of the operatives. 

For a manufacturing town it is a beautiful place. The streets are clean and well 

shaded, the buildings substantial, and the churches and schools equal in every respect to 

those in Somerville. 

Most of the large mills are located together upon the river bank, and somewhat 

re1noved from the business and residence portion. 

The town is governed by a Board of Commissioners, and its finances are in good 

condition. 

There is a fine graded public school, besides a Parochial school connected with St. 

Bernard's Roman Catholic Church, both having substantial buildings. There are three 

churches, the Third Reformed (Dutch), the Methodist Episcopal, and Roman Catholic, 

all having well-appointed houses of worship. 

The Raritan river furnishes an abundant water power. The river is dammed about 

three miles above the town, making a reservoir from eighty to one hundred and fifty feet 

in width, terminating at Raritan with sluice gates at the lower end_ At present there are 

five different manufacturing plants using this power. The largest of these 1nills are those 

of the Somerset Manufacturing Company and the Raritan Woolen Mills, separate corpo

rations that furnish employment for about 1,500 hands.. The large machine shops of 

Kinyon Bros., manufacturing all sorts of woolen machinery, form also an extensive indus

try. The American Farm Imple1nent Co1npany, a flourishing concern, employ a nun1ber 

of hands and ship goods to all parts of the world. Here are also located the works of 

the New Jersey Enamel Paint Co1npany, that manufacture and ship paints to all of the 

Eastern states. These great industries are steadily prosperous, are never idle, keep the 

town always active and therefore contribute greatly to the business life of Somerville, as 

well as Raritan. 

The Somerville \Vater Company have their works here and the large stand pipe, 140 

feet in height, is a landmark for 1niles around. 

Ample protection fron1 fire is afforded by the Relief Hose Company, located here. 

Raritan has n1any excellent stores, which do a large business, the mill operatives 

always securing stearly wages and proving the best of custon1ers 

The proximity of the river and reservoir add greatly to the beauty of the place, and 

offer admirable facilities for boating and fishing. 

No description of Raritan would be co1nplete, which should 01nit reference to the 

numerous stock farn1s in the valley of the Raritan river, above the town. Horsemen 

have a special regard to this section of country, for the rearing and training of fine stock. 

Here business men from the city put their wealth into fancy farming and fancy stock. 

Nearly every farm has its private training track, and the stables are full of splendid 

horseflesh. 



METHODIST l!.PISCOPAL CHURCH. THIRD REFORMED CHURCH ... 

ST. BERNARD'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 



PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, ST. BERNARD'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SOMERSET STREET. 

STAND PIPE, SOMERVILLE W.\.TER COMPANY. 
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MILL OF SOMERSET MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

RARITAN WOOLEN MILLS. 



KINYON BROS.' MACHINE SHOPS. 

RESIDENCES OF JOB AND RANDOLPH KINYON, NORTH SOMERSET STREET. 



RESIDENCE OF MRS. F. J. FRELINGHUYSEN, RARITAN HEIGHTS. 

RFSIDENCE OF STEPHEN E. GARRETSON, ESQ., RARITAN ROAD. 



HISTORICAL. 
l!1c (lassie d,rys, those mothers of r,1111,t111·1· 

Tlz,rt ro11s1·d a nation Ji1r a wo111,u1's .~r/,u11·1·, 

Tilt' dXC of mystnJ', wit!t its Jward1•d p1r«•1·r, 

Tlzat girt tile (1 1rant i11 /us storied lower, 

.fldt'C passed and faded like a drc1u11 1!/_1·011tlt, 

~--l11d riper eras ask for history's tr11//1. 

-HOL:\lES. 

SOMERSET County was so long part of the battle-ground of the Revolution, and so 

1nany glorious recollections are connected with history about this locality in those 

stirring times, that the compilers have concluded to devote a part of this work to a 

description of the events which transpired, as well as their location. 

While no great or decisive battles were ever fought in this county, still it was here 

that Washington made several moves in the great gan1e he was playing that eventually 

resulted in the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Monmouth, Red Bank, Little Egg Harbor 

and Springfield. 

In connection with this we will speak of several Revolutionary houses in this locality;. 

also some that, while they have no immediate connection with historical events, were 

stanrling during those interesting times, and in all probability played some part in them. 

WALLA CE HOUSE. 

In the summer and fall of 17 7 8 \Villiam vVallace built the mansion in Son1erville 

since known as the Caleb Miller house. It is situated on a rise of ground overlooking 

the lowlands of the Raritan river, in the west end of the town of So1nerville, and on the 

main road to Raritan. It is a quaint old frame dwelling, painted white. A picture of it 

is shown in the group. It is almost entirely hidden by shade trees. 

General \Vashington and wife spent here the winter of 1778-1779, ro01ns being fitted 

up expressly for their use. At this house vVashington and his Generals planned the ca1n

paign so successfully earned out by General Sullivan in 17 79. 

* During that fall of 177 8 the Com1nander-in-Chief, not being able to find a building 

in the vicinity of Bound Brook or Middlebrook-the location of his camp-ample enough 

for his purpose, established his quarters at the \Vallace house, then barely co1npleted. 

Besides the \Vallace house and the Reformed Dutch Church parsonage (described as 

the Doughty house) two other dwellings and a tavern on the site of the Somerset House 

were the only buildings where now flourishes the county seat. 

The parlor of the Wallace house remains to this day in all respects the same as it 

was when occupied by the Father of his Country. 

*\Ve quote from the'' Story ofan Old Farm.'' 



STOCK FARM OF SENATOR WM. J. KEYS, SOUTH BRANCH. 



VAN VEGHTEN HOUSE. 

This old house was built early in the last century by Derrick Van Veghten, an emi

nent citizen of the county, who died December 6th, 1781, in the eighty-second year of his 

age. He was very patriotic and did not complain, when, in the winter of 1778-79, an 

entire division of the American anny was quartered upon his possessions. The valuable 

timber was almost entirely destroyed, being used for fuel and for the construction of log 

huts for the prott>ction of officers and n1en. No compensation for the loss was ever de

manded or given. 

The house is located midway between Bound Brook and Somerville, on the banks of 

the Raritan river, a short distance southwest of the railroad station at Finderne, 

about 200 yards from the historical bridge that bears the nan1e of the first owner of this 

old house, described further on. This house is built entirely of brick brought fiom Ho·l

land by the old Dutch settlers, and although bearing many 1narks of age, the walls are 

firm and sound upon their foundation to this day, and its roof still shelters some honest 

tiller of the soil. It was the privilege of the writer to visit this old house during the past 

year, and although age has left its mark on 1nany portions of the house, still the walls, 

casements, fireplaces, doors and sills are in a splendid state of preservation. The rooms 

are large and still have that pleasant look that attaches itself to old dwellings. 

During the Revolution this homestead, which was then a very old dwelling, was the 

centre of a bounteous hospitality. It was occupied during the winters of 1777-78 by 

General Green, and we read many descriptions of the splendid entertainments given by 

the young, talented and beautiful wife of one of Washington's greatest Generals. 

General and Mrs. \Vashington, General Wayne and many other prominent officers 

were guests at this old house, and a letter written by General Greene in the spring of 17 7 9 

tells us that here, on one occasion, vVashington danced for three hours with Mrs. Greene 

without sitting down. 

The owner of this old house was born in 1699, and died in 1781. He is buried 

near the old bridge. A group of several large trees still stand sentinel over his tomb, 

which is located 1n the middle of an otherwise treeless field. On his tomb-stone is 

this inscription : 
ln }.Iemory of 1'Ir Der 

rick Yan Yeghten who died 

the 291h day of Novernr 

A IJ 17S I aged 82 \' ears 

-+ .:\funs 0-:. l..l Days. 

}.lany wt:re his friends and fe"· hi,; enemies, 

Great was his soul and good hi;-; facultit:s, 

Fair Health on him her blessing did lJestow 

And in hi-; cheeks her ruddy charms did glow 

Till Age-the hand of death did deprise, 

\\'hicli neither spares the great, the good or \\·ise, 

II is tr::i.1H1uil mind composeclly reclined, 

Ancl to his God his breath and soul resigned. 
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COEJEMANS HOUSE. FRELINGHUYSEN HOMESTEAD. 

RESIDENCF OF T. W. CHAMBERS, D. D. 

WALLACE HOUSE. DOUGHTY HOUSE. 



VAN VEGHTEN'S BRIDGE. 

"\Ve cannot pass from the description of the old Van Veghten house without devoting 

a few lines to the bridge which now spans the Raritan at Finderne. It occupies the place 

of one that existed in the ti1ne of the Revolution, and was then known by that nan1e, 

because both ends rested upon lands owned by Derrick Van Veghten, a description of 

whose character we give in the preceding chapter. 

It was near this historical bridge that the First Reformed Church stood, which was 

burned by Colonel Si1ncoe at the head of a partisan corps, in 17 76, after a prelin1inary 

skirmish at the bridge. Over the bridge marched soldiers of both sides in that great 

cause, with cannon and supply wagons. Washington crossed here on the n1arch to 

Morristown, after the battle of Princeton. 

COEJEMANS HOUSE. 

One of the oldest houses in this vicinity is the Coejemans house. It is still standing 

on the north bank of the Reservoir, at Raritan, near the Raritan Woolen Mills. It was 

built by Andrew Coejemans in 17 36~ with bricks brought from Holland, and ren1ained in 

possession of this man until 1804. It is now occupied by Mrs. A. M. Bartolctte. 

This house and the farm originally surrounding it was for many years occupied by 

the Rev. John Vredenburgh, a useful and highly-respected minister of the Gospel, whose 

services as 1ninister of the church in Somerville were long held in affectionate remem

brance by his people. He died in 1819 and it was years before his place was supplied. 

DOUGHTY HOUSE. 

The old house owned by the family of the late Joshua Doughty, is situated in Somer

ville, near the tracks of the Central Railroad of New Jersey, at the foot of the avenue 

bearing the name of the Doughty family. It is a substantial brick structure, built in 

17 51, by the Rev. John Frelinghuysen, the bricks having been imported from Holland. 

At this house was really commenced the first Theological Seminary of the Dutch 

Reformed Church, which culminated in the founding of Rutgers College. 

During the Revolution the Rev. Dr. Jacob R. Hardenburg resided here, as pastor of 

the First Reformed Church of Raritan. He was acquainted with vVashington, and many 

were the visits made to the Rev. Doctor and his accomplished wife by the Com1nander

in-Chief. On a corner stone of this house are cut the figures "1751." 

The building was used for a parsonage for many years, but afterwards was sold. 

For a long time it was occupied by Dr. Stryker, a physician of great eminence. 

From him it passed into the possession of the late Joshua Doughty, whose family still hold 

it. Many of the doors and mantels still remain as they were made in 17 51, and are a 

pleasing evidence of the taste and skill of our forefathers. 



CHIMNEY ROCK GAP. 
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DERRICK VAN VEGHTEN'S BRIDGE. 



FRELINGHUYSEN HO~IESTEAD. 

T'his quaint old house of the eighteenth century, located between Son1erville and 

Raritan, is one that will in1n1ediately attract attention. The house is built of brick 

with fran1e addition-its large hall, winding stair case and wooden 111antels being objects of 

interest. Entering the large roon1, now used as a parlor, you see a large colonial n1antel 

with open fireplace and stone hearth beneath. 

It is painted a snow -white and you gaze at it with added interest when you are 

inforn1ed that its syn1rnetrical and son1ewhat intricate pattern was carved with a 

penknife, by some skillful work1nan, 111any years before. The rooms on the first fioor are 

large and the ceiling high. In the garret yet 111ay be found old spinning wheels, clothes 

presses and the antiquated hoops worn in those ancient tin1es. Looking at the house 

fron1 the east end you see the substantial brick wall supporting the gabled roof, 111aking a 

very picturesque view. The house and grounds are well shaded with trees, shrubs and 

bushes. 

On this place are species of walnut, hickory, chestnut and horse chestnut trees, and 

also a fine collection of fruit trees. Time has changed many of the old places in these 

historic towns, but this old hon1estead and its surroundings still retains its pristine loveli

ness. 

CHIMNEY ROCK. 

About three 111iles below Somerville there is a picturesque gorge through the range 

of hills known as the Blue Hills. At one side of this gorge rises a rock or peak familiarly 

known as Chimney Rock, probably fro111 its rese111blance to that essential necessity to a 

habitation. So that it 111ight be rr1ore vividly outlined on the 1ninds of visitors, some 

profane hand, not appreciating the beauties of inanimate nature, has faithfully whitewashed 

it for years, and still continues the task, renewing the coat every spring, after the storms 

of winter have defaced and partially beaten off this artificial surface. 

Fron1 this high rock an extended view for miles can be seen, and this spot has 

long been the favorite picnic g1ounds for the surrounding country. It also lends added 

interes~ to know that fro111 this point \Vashington viewed the retreat of his army when 

pursued by the see1ningly irresistible Howe, and here in this gorge he n1ade the stand 

that resulted in that great English General evacuating the State for that year. 

In view of all this, it is but fitting and proper that the legend that attaches itself to this 

rock, should be here related: * History infonns us, that the 1,200 Indians of the Rari

tan were presided over by two kings, and that they were the deadly enemies of the 1\tlan

hatae. The two Raritan chiefs were named Canackarnack and Thingorawis, according 

to the signatures affixed to the deeds of Indian title. Tradition gives the origin of the feud 

between the two tribes, who had long dwelt in amity. Long prior to the time of the 

kings above named, a son of the king of the 1\tlanhatae, with a hunting party, 

fell in with a similar party of the Raritans. 

* Condensed from an article written by ReY. Ahram :Messler, deceased, in 1S4r. 



CHIMNEY ROCK. 



After several days of friendly companionship, during which the young Man

hata chief was a guest in the wigwan1 of the king of the Raritans, the latter 

promised hi111 the hand of his only daughter, the beautiful Chinqueka ("Goldfinch"), 

as his bride. The youth and the maiden learned to love and happily passed 

the sumn1er. But Manasan1itt, an inferior chief of the 

the maiden and had long designed winning her for 

the lovers and determined to avenge his loss upon 

Raritans, who 

hi1nself, grew 

the favored 

also loved 

jealous of 

suitor. An 

opportunity soon presented. Returning one evening from the hunt he discovered 

the lovers sitting, as was often their wont, upon the ledge of rocks, gazing upon the 

limpid waters far below. The n1aiden fled, and then alone with his rival he buried his 

hatchet in his brain and rolled the body down the precipice. Great was the grief of 

Chinqueka. She refused to be comforted and sought the spot where last she and her lover 

sat together, and where he met nis fate. There she fancied she heard hi1n calling her to 

come to him; she plunged in the dark chasm and disappeared forever. vVhen the king 

of the Manhatae heard of his son's tragic death at the hands of the Raritan brave, his 

rage was great, and he resolved to wage war against that tribe until the spirit of his 

murdered son was appeased. 

In this book will be found a picture of this interesting spot. Here it was that the 

great and immortal vVashington, pursued by the victorious Howe, selected, with the eye 

of a great General, the excellent position, called Camp Middlebrook in the annals of 

history. 

In this gorge, running between two spurs of the Blue Hills, the only outlet from the 

Washington valley to that of Raritan, \1/ ashington selected this position to 1nake the 

stand against the onslaught of the English and protect his troops during the winter. 

From Roundtop on the east and the high point now called Chimney Rock, he could look far 

off to the south, right in the very can1ps of the British. In the rear, protecting the valley 

and just near the present site of Martinville, he threw up two fortifications. One has 

been plowed over by some industrious tiller of the soil, but the other has been preserved 

by the owner of the farm, who has more respect for the Sa.credness of the spot. By 

means of these forts he could protect his troops fro1n any flank movement of the enemy, 

or any attack from the rear. 

Thus intrenched in this strong position, with a wall of mountain on each side, he 

could reconnoiter from any point and would be the first to discover the weak points of 

the enemy before they had a chance to find it out the1nselves. 

Thus, briefly, in the preceding pages have teen described the historical events in this 

region. \Ve could tell many more stories and legends connected with this grand old 

county had we the space, but we have only atte111pted to describe th<=> outlines of them 

truthfully, and we know that we have not dropped one link from Memory's golden chain. 

The last scene of all that completes this eventful history is the 



ESTABLISHED 1844. 

JAMES C. FIELD, 
Successor to G. S. COOK, 

Announces that he has a Complete Stock of 

puRE. DRU.Gs, 

FANCY AND 'T'OILET ARTICLES, 

CHAMOIS SKINS, SPONGES, 

Paints, Oils, Glass, Varnishes, Etc. Special 
Care, and nothing but the most reliable 

chemicals dispensed from the Prescrip-
tion department, which still re-

mains in charge of Mr. 
Robert L. Day. 

Contracts Taken and Estimates Furnished for Painting Rouses, Churches, &c. 
--ALSO AGENT FOR--

H. W. JOHNS' 
ASBESTOS LIQUID PAINT. 

LONGMAN & MARTINEZ'S 
PURE PAINT .. 

R::gRITJ:tN, N. J. 

==-==========DEALERS IN================ 

Dry 
flour, Feed, 8e. 

BEST GOODS 
FOR THE LEAS~r MONEY. 

1A 
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THE "STJ:tR" P0INTS THE W.~Y. 

Lowest Prices for Groceries in Town. 
Call and be convinced that we keep nothing but FIRST-CLASS GOODS, 

and SELL CHEAPER than any other house. 

CHASE & SAi\!BORN!'S TEAS A .. NJ) COF'F'EE·s. 

You can always obtain the freshest BUTTER, EGGS and VEG ET ABLES 
at the " ST AR" GROCERY. 

HENRY A GREEN 30-W.MAIN ST. 
. • J SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

-· --·--

WM. HARRIS 
(SUCCESSOR TO PETER STRUVE), 

ICE CREAM AND OYSTERS · · · 
· · · · · · · IN SEASON. 

Domestz"c a1zd l11iported 
Cz"gars. 

WEST MAJN ST., SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

COOK'S ~ALL PAPER STORE 
. -· ---··-- . ····--· -- .. -· . .. -- . -·-· -- - . --

ls Hendq~1art~rs for l A" ll p h · AND IN1"'ERJOR 
ft,~;y~l;mg. 111

_ 
th ~ . llVa at'er DECORATIONS. 

~ fine 7{ssortment of Window Shades, 
Gurtain Poles and 8il Gloths. 

A Carefully-selected Stock in every Particular, which will please you 
both as to goods and price. · 

HENRY COOK, 
MAIN STREET, SOMERVILLE, N 7. 



~J. &, A. G. NEVILJS~ 

1<EADINC MERCHANTS 
IN DRY GOODS~ 

Velvets, Carpets, Oil Cloths, 
Mattings,. Rugs, Ingrain· Squares, 

Shoes, Boots and Rubbersr 

---- -- ====-===================================-=============-

HO-W-ELL & COOPER, 

Fashi0nable ~- ftatters, ·i· Men's ~ Furnishers, 
-AND-

~hirt Manufacturers, 

ASSOCIATIO.N HALL, SOMERVILLE. 

Knox Soft and Stiff Hats, Pongee Silk :Handkerchiefs, Linen Hem-Stitched Handkerchiefs,. 
Suspenders, Silk and Cotton Web, Linen, Plain and Fancy Borders, Wool, Merino and Cotton Hose, 
Underwear, Scarlet and White, Cardigan Jackets, Kid Gloves and Mitts, 
Dog Skin Glov<?s, Lined and Unlined, Fur and Buck Gloves, Scarfs and Ties, alt Descriptions, 
Scarf Pins and Studs, Sleeve Buttons, Wristtcts, in Silk and Wool, 
Linen Collars and Cuffs, White Shirts, Our Own Make, Umbrellas, alt kinds, 
Satchels and Valises, Soft and Stiff Hats, Seal Caps, for Men and Boys, 
Caps of alt kinds, Silk Mufflers·, Fancy Clothes and Hair Brushes, 

Natural Wood Canes, in Sterling Silver Heads. · 
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Would respectfully request a visit to his store, where he is exhibiting all the latest 
novelties in 

FINE MILLINERY. 
Ot..tr stocl~ of ~'ril1.~n-ied Goods com1:::>rises everytl-ii1-ig 1~ew 

and novel in sl-iape, with the best skill and taste. 

In making up you can select your own trimmings from a beautiful assortment of 

~I· FE~THERS ·i· FLOWERS+ WINGS + ETC-·I~ 

Call and see us, we will try to suit you . 

.- MAIN, COR. WASHINGTON STREET, SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

BURNER'S BAZAR. 
Just received a new lot of 

DINNER, TEA AND TOILET SETS, 
Hanging and Standing LalnJ)S, Pocketbooks, Albums, Cutlery, 

SILVER PL.A.TED -v,:;;rARE, 

Velocipedes, Doll Carriages, Children's Wagons, Wheelbarrows, 
Toys of every description, Willo-w, Tin and Wooden Ware, 

Notions, Bric-a-brac, Confectionery, Fruits, 
Nuts, Etc., 5 and 10 cent Counters. 

MRS. E. R. BURNER, 
26 W. Main street, Somerville, N. J. 

Sffi0H€~S ! AT-T-EAT-l0A. 
Should you wish to enjoy a delicious smoke, try some of my standard brands of 

---==~dl C I G- A E s & - ~-==· -==--

"Golden Days," + "Five Queens," + '· Belle of Somerville," 
Full Havana Filler, 5 Cent Straight. 

THEY CAN'T BE BEATEN, AS THEY HAVE AN EXCELLENT FLAVOR, 

I also have a fine assortment of 

:?i✓-CEERSC:S::.A. U.:tv.7: GOODS, 

Such as Pipes and Holders. Also French Briar Pipes and all other Smokers' Articles. 

FREDERICK J. DUSHANEK, 
DOUGHTY'S BLOCK, SOMERVILLE, N. J. 
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SCHWED BROS;, 

~f Glothiers and 'f ailors ~· 
53 MAIN STREET, SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

The oldest established Clothing House in town. 
LATEST ST-YLES:, 

LO"'W"EST PRICES:, LARGEST ASSORT:I\I.CEN"T _ 

w. A. STAATS. 

Bug gouP Watche~, Cloe~~, 
Jewelry, Silver Ware, Eye Glasses, Etc., 

--OF--

W. A. ST AA TS. 
He keeps the latest and largest assortment and prices are the lowest. He also does all 

-kinds of REPAIRING, which is sure to give satisfaction. GIVE HIM A CALL. 

W. A. STAA~~s, 

31 Main St .. Merz's Building, Somerville, N. J . 

. . 

~verytl]iQ~ for. tl]e ~amera. 
SPECIAL 1~IES. 

Ross Lenses. Optimus Lenses, Optimus Came
ras, Obernetter Gelatino Chloride of Silver, Emul
sion Paper, Cullen's Mat-surface Emulsion Paper, 
Kallityke No. 2 (a new printing paper), Cullen's 
Negative Washing and Drying Racks, Kodak 
Cameras, Kodak Developing and Printing, Bromide 
Enlargings. All brands of Dry Plates. 

PURE CHEMICALS AND SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDS. 

lnl. c~ c·tJLLEN, 
81 William St., New York. 
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RARITAN SAVINGS BANK. 
Only Savings .. Bank in 501-nerset Co. 

Paying Interest on New Deposits. 

ASSETS, · OCTOBER 1st, 1891. 
Bonds and Mortgages, 
Newark City Bonds, 
R. R. Bonds, 
Loaned qn Collateral, 
Premiums, 
Interest Due, 
Cash on Hand in Bank, 

. $69,3 IO 

I 3,000 

20,000 
• 

2,000 

. 3,410 

2.989 
. ~ 8;908 

$I 19,617 
109, ( 88 Due Depositors, 

Surplus, • . $10,429 

JoHN V. DAVIS, Treasurer. 

THEO. FRELINCHUYSEN, President. 
· A. P. COOPER, Vice ·President. 

J. V. DAVIS, Secretary and Treasurer. 

DIRECTORS. 

Theo. Prelinghu_vsen, 
W. D. Wyckoff, 

John Frelinghuy-sen, A. P. Cooper, 
P. VZ. Str_vker, Philip Lindsley, 

C. Ehni, H. K. Gaston, J. V. Davis. 

OFFICE. 

J. V. DAVIS'·DRUG--STORE, 
66 Main Street, Raritan, N. J. 
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WM. F. PEEBLES & CO., 

Practical Plumbers, Steam and Gas Fitters. 

~7\RllW7\R€, 

STOVES:, TIN"-W-ARE:, PUJY.CPS:, CUTLE.R-Y:, ETC_ 

Agents for the celebrated THATCHER FURt~ACE, which will heat 
your house with one-half the coal used in any other furnace. 

TIN ROOFING AND TIN WORK TO ORDER. 

I 

LOUIS NOLL'S 

Ele~al)t &l]avil)~ al)d ~air-(uttil)~ parlor, 
SO~E~-VILLEl, ·~- J. 

(lvear First National Bank), 

Is Light, Neat, Clean· and Attractive. Four chairs, competent assist
ants, prompt attention. Children's Hair-Cutting a Specialty. 

HAIR TONICS AND TOILET ARTICLES FOR SALE. 

CHOICE BRANDS OF CIGARS CONSTANTLY ON HAND. 

IMPORTED CANARIES and other Song Birds AT REASONABLE PRICES. 

GRAND CENTRAL GROCERY. 
No Better Stocked Store in Somerville. 

I;ancy and Staple Groceries, Foreign and Domestic, 
Constantly on Hand. 

PRICES ALWAYS LOW FOR FIRST-CLASS GOODS. 

We have the lowest prices in town, subject to the changes -in the markets.,. 
Call and examine our stock. 

L. G. AYERS, 
9 MAIN STREET, SOMERVILLE, N. J. 
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KLINE .K~N'T KEEP FURNITURE. 
HE SELLS 1'1.""'. 

. -••· -- ·-~--==--. . - ---
When in need of Anything in this Line you will do well to Visit his Large Wa:r:erooms 

and Inspect His Stock and Prices. 

JACOB KLINE JR Nos. 99 and 101 WEST MAIN ST., 
' ■ J SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

======================-====---=======~:-=··--------~---------- ---·,-

CANDY! CANDY! 
Manufactured FRESH every day, and sold WHOLESALE and RETAIL by 

WILLIAM KOEHLER, 
1 71 Main St., Somerville. 

FANCY CAKE AND BREAD BAKER. Fresh Pies for Dinner and Hot 
Rusk fop Supper. 

Balls, Parties and Festivals supplied at sl1ort notice. 
His Cream Split Bread caii't be excelled-the only genuine-be sure you get it. 

CHARLOTTE RUSSE EVERY SATURDAY: 
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rfHE UNIONIST .. GAZETTE. 
Largest bona ficle CircL1lation in Somerset County. 

$1.5.0 per Year, • In 

BOOK AND JOB PRINTING EXECUTED IN THE FINEST MANNER 

AT SHORT NOTICE. LAW BRIEFS A SPECIALTY. 

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 

THE UNI0NIST,..G1\:ZETTE ]{SSOCl1\:TION, 

RSSOCI:A:TI0N HRLL, S0MERlllLLE, N. J. 

137 West 23d Street, - . Ne-vv York·. 
ILLUSTRJtTillE JtND PICT0R11tL WORK 

Of tlze HIGHEST CLASS only, by t!ze 

Photo - Gravure a11d Photo - Ge.ltaine Processes. 
ALSO PUBLISHERS OF 

'' SUN AND SHADE ,, 
. . . . ;. , 

AN AATISTIC PERIODICAL WITHOUT LETTER-PRESS. . PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 

. . 
Eac/z. Issue of "SUN A1VD SHADE" consists of eight or more plates of tlze highest grade

1 
on paper IIXI4. 

Single or sample copies are 40 cents each (except Nos. 1, 2 and 3, which are 60 cents each, and No. 4, $r.oo each). 
Yearly st~bscription, $4.00. • Vol. I. (in numbers), $5.47. Vol. II. (in numbers), .$4.00. 

Binding any volume in cloth, $2.50 extra. Binding any volume in half morocco, $3,75 extra. 
Binders-for current numbers. $1.50;-by mail, $1.80. 

Back numbers are always kept in print. Order of any newsdealer or direct from the publishers. 
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~~HE NEW JERSEY 

Enamel Paint Works 
AT RARITAN. N. J. 

These Paints are prepared for Immediate Application, ALWAYS READY FOR USE, 
in Pure White and any shade, tint or color desired. Are easily applied by any one. Re
-quiring No Mixing or addition of dryers. They are Convenient, Permanent, Economical. 
Not Affected by Heat or Cold. 

FIRE AND WATER PROOF, 
AND PRESERVE IRON, WOOD AND PLASTER. 

These Paints are prepared from 

STRICTLY PURE WHITE LEAD, 

·Oxide of Zinc and Linseed Oil, and the best coloring pigments known to the trade, and 
:have NO EQUAL AS HOUSE PAINTS for economy, beauty and durability. Dry 
·quickly and have a beautiful gloss and finish. 

·For Price List or Sample Cards, call or address 
' 

New Jersey Enamel Paint Works, 
Or R. VEGHTE, R·a.ritan, N. J. 

The Best and Most Reliable Place to Buy Groceries 
IN SOMERSET COUNTY, IS OF 

C, R. PRALL, 
174 -176 M.AIN ST. 

We carry the largest and most complete stock of Imported 
and Domestic Groceries to be found in Somerville. 

All the Leading Brands of Flour, Pu :-a Coffees, Teas and Spices. 

Tunison & Losey's Celebrated Smoked Meats, 
FRUITS J:rND llEGETJ:rBLES. 

GOODS DELIVERED PROMPTLY, FREE OF CHARGE. 

C. R. PRALL, 
SO::tY.tEB...VILLE:, N _ J .. . .. ··• . 
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11ILT0N LABAW, · HARDWARE. 

: Enterprise and Progress. 

Floar Space and Sales doubled 
in Six Years. 

Revolvers, Sporting Goods, 

Stoves, Iron, Steel, 

~arriage Materials, Paints, 

Oils, Glass. 

· SOLE AGENT FOR 

SOUTH BEND PLOW. 

MILTON LABAW, 
198-202 West Main St., 

Somerv.iUe, N. J. 

ESTABLISHED 1888. 

As the Town grows, so grows the business of 

J. W. BROKAW, 
---))£GROCER,~ 

167 WEST- MAIN ST., • • • SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

Always on hand, a full'. line of 

FANCY GROCERIE-S~ -
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-AS TO 

CL·OT)-{IN.G, 
THE 

BLUE FRONT 
Desires to present these few FACTS: 

We carry, at all times, a VERY large stock, 
averaging about $50,000. 

It is well assorted, carifztlly selected, containing 
all the latest designs of cloth, cut into the l.,A TEST 

' 

STYLES of garments. 

We MANUF ACTU.RE every garment we sell .. 
We represent everything AS IT IS, giving a 

written guarantee if clesirecl ; cheerfully excha11ging 
goods, or refunding money. 

Our prices are as low (in some cases lovver) as 
city prices_, ·we enjoying, as ma·nufacfu~ers, every 
ADVANTAGE they do, while our expenses of 
doing business are very much lower. 

Furnishing Goods, Hats, Trunks, Bags, &c., &c. 

J. W. BALLANTINE '& CO., 
BLUE FRONT-, 
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ABRAM AMMERMAN. P. H. REGER. 

· 1\,mmerman ~ Reger, 
STAPLE AND FANCY 

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FRUITS, 

CHOICE CREAMERY AND DAIRY B~TTER_, 

Fresh Jersey Eggs a, Specialty. 

FULL LINE OF 

BOOTS, S:S::OES .A~n R UEEERS, 
AT ROCK BOTTOM PRICES. 

MAIN STREET, RA.BIT AN, N. J. 

GEORGE W: SANBORN, 
SOMERVILLE, N. J., 

DEALER IN 

Iloora, aah, Blinda, Mouldinga, ~c., 
FINISHED BUILDING MATERIAi"' OF ALL KINDS, 

IN PINE, POPLAR OR HARD WOOD. 

POLISHED, PLATE, EMBOSSED, GROUND AND CUT, 
' 

STAINED AND ORNAMENTAL CLASS 
OF ALL KINDS. 

ESTIMATES FURNISHED ON APPLICATION. 
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We Have Got It. 
WHAT? 

"\Vhy, the Largest Stock of Furniture, Carpets, \Vindow Shades, Oil Cloths, &c., 
ever shown in Central New Jersey. 

WHERE? 
At the "SOLID COMFORT" Furniture and Carpet Store of W. H. THOMPSON,. 

SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

See Cfhem and You Want 'fhem ! 
Price '[hem and You ~ulf '[hem t 

Such goods and such prices we have never been able to offer to our customers. 
In Parlor Suits and Bedroom Suits, and m1~cellaneous furniture, we defy competition. 

in quality and price. 
The Newest Ideas, the Best Furniture made, the Greatest Variety, at Fairest Prices. 
Our four floors are packed with novelties, our store is full ! 
Come one, come all, and we will please you in quantity, quality and price. Our motto 

is, "G:ood Goods, Low Prices and Fair Dealing." 
All goods delivered free of charge. 

W H. THOMPSON, 6 MAIN STREET,. 
Somerville, N. J. 

ESTABLISHEI~ 1862. · 
• 

~he Somerville Insurance Agen~y. 
THE SOMERVILLE INSURANCE AGENCY has issued policies of insurance in this and neigh

boring counties for over 20 year~, and continues to insure against loss or damage by fire or lightning~ 
dwellings and other buildings; also Furniture, Stocks and :Merchandise generally, upon liberal terms. 

The well known charac-ter of the companies represented enables us to offer to the insured an un
doubted security in case of loss. 

Life, Accident ~nd Plate Glass Insurance also effected.at short notice. 
Correspondence 1n reference to rates or other matters connected with the business will receive 

prom pt attention. 

EXAMINE THE STANDING OF THESE COMPANIES. 
THE BEST /;VSUR.1L.VCE IS T.l-JE CHEAPEST. 

Home Insurance Co., of New York, N. y ____________________________ Ca-pital, $3,000,000. 
Aetna Insurance Co., of Hartford, Con n ______________________________ capital, $4,000,000. 
Phcenix Insurance Co., of Hartford, Conn. __________________________ capital, $2,000,000: 

Springfield Fire and ~Iarine Insurance Co., of Springfield, -:Vlass. ___ capital, Si,500,000. 
Lancashire Insurance Co., of Manl'hester, Eng. _____________________ capital, Sr,364,930. 
Hartford Insurance Co., of Hartford. Conn ___________________________ capital, $1,250,000. 
Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Co., of Liverpool, Eng.-Capital, Sr,228,000. 
Continental Insurance Co., of New York, N. Y ________________________ capital, $1,000,000. 
Phcenix Insurance Co., of Brooklyn, N. y _____________________________ capital, $1,000.000. 
Niagara Insurance Co., of New York, N. Y. ___________________________ Capital, $500,000. 
The Merchants Insurance Co., of Newark; N. J. ______________________ Capital, $400,000. 
Phcenix Assurance Co., of London, Eng. ----------~-------------------Capital, -$359,594. 

AGENT FOR THE 

Net Sur-plus, $1,494,595. 
Net Surplus, $3,833,862. 
Net Surplus, $1,517,080. 
Net Surplus, Sr ,737,621. 

Net Surplus. $694,756. 
Net Surplus. $2,6u,375 .. 
Net Surplus, $3,006,134. 
Net Surplus, $1,602,620. 

Net Surplus, $653,704 .. 
Net Surplus, $435,511. 
Net Surplus, $467,249. 
Net Surplus, $452.153 .. 

Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 

L. M. CODINGTON, Manager, 
149 MAIN STREET, SOMERVILLE, N. J· 
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L. A. THOMPSON, 
THE LEADING 

MILLINER, 
MAIN STREET, 

SOMERVILLE. N. J. 
~-:-:--~~---:--:---:=--=======-==~--=--==-::.:=== .. -----·· - --- ·- -----~---== 

-~-~~-l~" )'~, 
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SOMERVILLE GRANITE AND MARBLE WORKS, G. !·l!~!~~R, 
MONUMENTS,· HEADSTONES and CEMETERY 

WORK of Every Description on Hand 
and to Order. 

SPECIAL DESIG1VS i:and ESTI----MA TES Furuislzed on Application. 
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PETER HARDCASTLE, Proprietor. 

Goods q eli vered free of charge in all 
parts of the tOvVI1. 

RECEIVING DEPOT: 

HOWELL & CO_OPER'S STORE, 
S0MERllILLE, N. J. 

SCHO'f1~ & DAKIN, 
-DEALERS IN-

Hard ware, Stoves, Furnaces, 
TINWARE AND HOUSEFURNISHING GOODS. 

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE 

World-Renowned HOWE VENTILATING STOVES. 

70 MAIN STREET, 
SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

A. N. DUNSTER, 
Livery arid E~chan.ge Stables 

FULL STOCK OF LIVERY. 
FURNITURE CAREFULLY REMOVED. 

CARRIAGES for WEDDINGS and FUNERALS. 
HACKS for PRIVATE PICNICS. 

no. g Qit,ision Street, .. near Main, 
SOMERVILLE, N. J. 
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A Bold Challenge. 

I Challenge an)' House in My Line of Goods in 

the State of A,..en· Jersey to Sho1:1t a More Com

plete Stock of 

HORSE BOOTS, TURF GOODS, BLANKETS 

and ROBES, SADDLERY and HAR

NESSMAKERS' SUPPLIES, 

. .4.t Lower Prices than I Offer at my lVarerooms, 

105 and 167 Main S~., 
SOMERVILLE, N. J. 

ESTRBLISHED 1875. 

The Oldest Continitous Business T£tle in Somerville 

N. B. RICHARDSON, 

- Srocer, 
206 West Main Street. - - Somerville, N. J. 

For QUALITY OF GOODS, FAIR DEALl,NG, REASONABLE PRICES and TRUTH

FUL REPRESENTATION the Reputation of this House is Unsurpassed. 

======--=· _- ==.::::-================-========================================================== 
Somerville is now preserved-Are you? 

A genuine crayon is quite the thing; or a quan
tity of c~binets, if -you are more liberal to friends 
than self. Any need supplied at 

APGAR'S Old-Established Gallery, 
Somerville, N. J . 

. ·1 B 



... 
XVlll 

• 

O§EY, 

. 

Wholesale Grocers, ➔~ 

Pro-i,isions, Produce, ~e., 

PARK BUILDING, 
(Opposite Depot), 

Somer,ville, f-l. J. 

A. G. ANDERSON & CO., 
-DEALERS IN-

25'2.5c:!.5"2S2~252.::,~2.525252S2S2S252.S2.S2.S2Sa5"252S252.52Si::5'2,s~~ 

Lumber AND Coal 

Fertilizers, Masons' Materials, Seeds, Posts and Rails, 

Hay and Stra,v, Salt, Drain Pipe, &c. 

Yards: WARREN AND FRANKLYN STS. 

Somerville, f.1. J. 



FLEISCHMANN'S 
VEGETABLE y EA ST 

COMPRESSED 
HAS NO EQUAL 
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W H. CAWLEY, 

~RESTAURANT~ 
0n the Eut'opean Plan. 

MEALS AT ALL HOURS. 

Main. Street. 
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omerville Bottli9q Uf or~s~ 
W. H. C:::AW~€.Y, P:rop:rieto:r, 

BOTTLERS OF 

Ballantine's Beers, Ales and Porter,, 

Manufacturers of All Kinds of MINERAL 

WATERS and SELTZERS, 

Wholesale Dealers in all kinds of 
Foreign Porter, A !es and Wines. 

BRIDGE 21 STREET. 
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\V~I. VOSSELLER & CO., 
DEALERS IN 

LEHIGH ,v COAL~ 

VVOOD, 

1\11 Grades of Gime and Gement . 

. ANDERSON STREET, NEAR RAILROAD. 

P. L. DRAKE, 
DEALER IN 

Cigars, Tobacco, 
B00KS, STJ:ITI0NERY, NElnlSPJ{PERS, 

Base Ball Goods, Confectionery, Etc., 

Nos. 5 and 7 Division St., 
SOMERVILLE, N. J. 
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1891-- ST~LLION· SEHSON-- 18 91. 

ELLIS STOCK FARM. 

. DUTCH JIM, 2:34 1-4. 
Dutch Jim .. Recor~o~t4¾, __ sire,_ Black_ Dutchman. __ Dam,_ Lady,_ by_ Col. Fee, 

PRIZE WINNER, Waverly State Fair and Somerset Co. Agricultural Society, 1891. 

Gov. Ab bett, Sire, ~?!!~~n~~--~~~--~~~!~~-~~=~~~-~~~:-~-~~~--~~~l~~~-~~ Fee, 
PRIZE WINNER, Waverly State Fair and Somerset Co. Agricultural Society, 1891. 

Ltlk lf'l t 62()8 Sire, Smuggler, 2.lti¾. Dam, Fanny Goldsmith, by Fee e J. ee , ,1 , Edward Everett_ ____________ ------------------------ , 
. FIRST PRIZE WINNER, 1887-8-9-90--91. F1~ c::idler Fora~ 7~21,) Sire, Volunteer Clay_ 1600. Dam by Knickerbocker 200, Fee .,L , 1 w 0, by Humhletoman 10_____________________________ J 

FIRST PRIZE WINNER, 1888-9-90-91. 

Cha 1 Ell. Sfre, Kernwood, by Wedgewood. Dam, Anna l\I., hy Bro- Fee r ey 1S, ken Legs, by Hamhletonian lU ________________________ , 

FIRST PRIZE WINNER, 1890-91. 

Elll. 8 Bayonne Sire, Bayonne Priu_cc, 2:21¼,_ by Kentucky Prince. Dam, Fee 
, Lenore, by Niagara Clncf --------------------------- , 

FIRST PRIZE WINNER, 1891. 

Ml• ngo Sire, Kentu~ky Dictator 575~, by Dictator 11:3, Dam, Claretta, by Black-
' wood 14, Dam, Lady l\hngo -------------------------------------------

FIRST PRIZE WINNER, 1891. Blizzard Prince Sire, B~yom~e _Prince, 2.~1¼, by Kentucky Prince. , D,un, Ennly IL ________________________________ _ 

Alfred, Sire, T~~q}~~~O~l~~28;on_ of Chosrose 735. __ Dam, Kit, by _Arabian_Chief, son 

Fee, 
Fee, 
Fee, 

$50. 

$50. 

$25. 
$25. 
$50. 
$25. 
$25. 
$25. 
$25. 

YOUNG :STOCK FOR SALE. USUAL RETURN PRIVILEGE GRANTEE>. 

45 HEAD OF STANDARD MARES AND STALLIONS FOR SALE. 

Address PETER S. HVLER, Superintendent> 

Or WM. J. KEYS, South Branch, Somerset Co., N. J. 
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This beautiful tract of land, containing two hundred and fifty acres, is being developed according 
to the plans of Samuel Mc Elroy, the distinguished topographical engineer of Brooklyn; General 
Egbert L. Viele, the well-known sanitary expert of New York, and Benjamin S. Church, the late 
-chief enginer of the New York Croton Aqueduct. 

The natural advantages of the location are unequaled by any property along the line of the New 
Jersey Central Railroad. The elevation of this entire tract-all of it lying, as it does, higher than 
either Bound Brook or Somerville-the dry air with its tonic properties, the fine views of the Sour
land, Wachung and Pickel mountains, all combine to make this an ideal place of residence for the 
business man. It well deserves the name given to the highest point of this elevated plateau over a 
-century ago, of 

"MOUNT PLEASAN'T'." 

The charms of this unique location have been enhanced by the selection of this elevation for the 
purposes of a hotel; the residences of Mr. John C. Shaw and lVIr. Darwin R. James, having been 
remodeled and refurnished for that purpose. A large building, now on the premises, is to be con
verted into a Casino, with bowling alleys, billiard tables, swimming baths, gymnasium, music and 
·dancing hall, with twenty-five sleeping rooms; affording to the neighborhood a place of entertain
ment, with the advantages only to be found in a Country Club. 

/ \ 

......... 

.•,,, ·,,' .· . ·,, . ·,·.· 

FindePne PaPk Hotel, C:::asino and (:;ottages. 

The work of improving the plot of forty acres, adjoining the depot and lying between the turnpike 
and the railroad, is nearly completed. All the streets have been constructed of a uniform width of 
sixty feet, the roadway being thirty feet, and each of the sidewalks fifteen feet in width. Trees will 
be planted, sidewalks paved and roadways macadamized, thus making the neighborkood in this 
respect the equal of the most favored suburban properties. 

It is contemplated in the near future to lay water and sewer pipes and to introduce the electric light. 
All the lots will be sold with restrictions, ensuring to all purchasers freedom from many of the 

,objectionable features of similar enterprises. The lots have been laid out on a generous scale, being 
fifty by two hundred feet in size. 

A portion of the lots adjacent to the railroad will be reserved for the purposes of a 

PUBL,IC PARK. 

The lot on the corner of the Turnpike (which will be named Somerset Avenue), and the road leading 
to the depot (which will be called Finderne Avenue), will be reserved for the purposes of a church, 
and a plot of lots surrounding the large brick house will be also reserved for the purposes of a school. 

PROSPECTUS AND MAPS will be furnished on application to 

FINDER.NE PARK, Finderne, N. J. 
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'' WEST END PARK." 
\;\Te have the exclusive sale of the Barcalo\v and Cornell subdivisions. 

This property adjoins f\ltan1ont Plate, ,vith its handson1e residences, 
and is particularly desirable for the hon1e-seeker or the investor. The 
land is hig-h and dry, comn1anding delightful vie'vvs of the adjoining 
towns and mountains. The sales already made and the houses erected 
establish the character of the neighborhood. Lots I oo x 1 50, and 
r oo x 200, on ,vide avenues, are offered at very reasonable figures and 
easy terms. 

The South Side Subdivision, 
Con1prising I 50 lots in the Garretson Tract, 50 x I 50 feet each, not 
five minutes walk from the station, on high ground, with graded streets, 
lined with beautiful trees. Sewer, water and electric light connections. 
Over thirty lots have been sold, and fine houses erected thereon. This 
land is rapidly increasing in value, and we confidently recommend it 
to purchasers. 

The East End Extension, 
Comprising the Lord,- Clickener and Mutual Life tracts, are in a lively 
and growing locality, combining every convenience and improvement, 
and the lots are meeting with great favor and ready sale. 

We will furnish abstracts, d~aw deeds, and prepare all papers relat
ing to Real Estate transactions. 

We have maps of these several tracts on file at our office, _and can 
satisfy everyone desiring to purchase, both in regard to price and 
terms of payment. 

WE HAVE FACILITIES FOR PLACING 

Fire Insurance, 
Unequaled by any Agent in this County. Call on us and \Ve \vill con
vince you of it. 

CARMER, LOOMIS & CO., 

No. 12 West Main St., S01nerville, N. J. 
OFFICE OPEN EVENINGS. 




