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FOREWORD 

DURING the early part of l!Jl(j a number of citizens recognizing 
the historic importance of the year in connection with the life 

of Ridgewood, brought to the attention of the Village authorities and 
the Independence Day .Association, the idea of including in the usual 
celebration on Independence Day, the formal opening of the new station 
impro,·cmcnts and the Fiftieth .Anniversary of the adoption of the 
nu me-Ridgewood. 

'.l'hc Independence Duy .Association, therefore, called a meeting of 
the citizens, which developed the fact tlrnt the station improvements 
would not be completed by Independence Day . 

.As a result, the Citizens Semi-Centennial .Association was incor
porated to arrange for a proper celebration dming the fall of the 
year. Committees were formed and plans developed to make the affair 
an epoch in the history of the community. 

On account of the prevalence of infantile paralysis in the adjacent 
communities and the clangm· of its being brought into the Village, it 
was necessary to abandon the plans. 

'l'hc .Association felt, howc,·c1·, that the event should not pass with
out some recognition of a permanent charactc1· and, as a result, it was 
clcciclccl to enlarge upon the plans previously contemplated for a souvenir 
booklet of the occasion, with a consequent increase in the labor and 
time required in its preparation. 

'l'his book is dedicated, therefore, to the present and future residents 
of om· comnmnity in commemoration of the Fiftieth .Anniversary of 
the adoption of the name Ridgewood, and is intended not only for 
the citizen who would know something of Ridgewood's past, but also 
for those who arc interested in its present life and welfare. 

'l'hc .Association is indebted to the Historical Committee for the story 
of om· comnnmity's life which it contains, to the Publicity Committee 
for the fitting manner in which it is published, and to its members, 
who through their generosity have made the publication possible. 

Crr1ZliNS Siim-CiiN'rENNIAL .AssocIA'l'ION • 

.NO'n:.-For list of of1icr.rs nml mcmlwrs of nssocintion, sec .. Appendix. 





PREFACE 

A S directed by the general committee of the Citizens' Semi-Centen
nial .Association, the Historical and Publicity Committees herein 

present the story of Ridgcwood's past and present life. 
The l1istory of many communities of our present day discloses the 

story of a development that would not be complete without recording 
therein tl1e place taken by each section-some older, otl1crs younger
which now compose tl1cir component parts, including those also which, 
due to governmental changes, no longer form a part of a particular 
territory. 

While this is also true of tl1e present municipality of Ridgewood, 
Bergen County, N. J., in a book of this kind it is impracticable to tell 
in detail the story of each section, although, in tl1e pages wliich follow, 
their relationship from the earliest times of the community will be found 
interwoven with its l1istory. 

Our object has been to show not only a record, !1S complete as pos
sible, of Ridgewood's past, but also its present life, and in a manner 
that besides being of historical interest will be of practical value to 
those of the present and future wl10 are interested in our community. 

With this object in view, the Historical Committee has spared no 
effort in seeking out and obtaining the necessary facts, including tl1e 
solicitation of contributed articles from those of our citizens who arc 
uctive in a particular phase of our community life. Tl1cse articles, some 
of which appear practically as contributed, while others liavc been 
modified only as necessity demanded to adapt them to the general plan 
and scope of the booklet, were fumisl1cd by tl!e following persons: 

Dericr, :Mrs. ,le L. 
De Yoe, J. \Yillnr<I 
Dimock, F. A. 
Doremus, Jmlµ-c Cornelius 
Drinker, W. W. 
Grnydon. Snmncl D. 
Hnight, \Y. II. 
Hopper, Dr. ,John D. 
llowlnncl, :Miss Cnroline E. 
Kevscr )? L 
Le 

0

Rol:, If ow;ml R. 
::lfttier, Willimn IT. 
::l[nrinus, John A. 

::llillikcn, J?. W. 
)foloney, :II. J. 
Ockford, Dr. George :If. 
l'nrsons, J. D. 
Rouclcrc, Iln1·ry 
Sowtcr, E. ~r. 
Vnil, C. \Vnldc111nr 
Vnn Neste, Rev. ,J. A. 
Vroom, Dr. W. L. 
\\'tttson, Frederick V. 
White, R 'l'. 
White, "IInn. Geo1'gc U. 
\Villnrd, Dr. H. S. 

To these and to F. H: Bogert, i\Iiss Florence De L. Bunce, H. ,J. 
Carroll, 1\Irs. Jos. "\V. Edwards, J. R. Eschclrnan, T. J. Foster, Hon. 
D . .A. Garber, Robert Groves, Dr . .A. G. Hopper, .A. T. Hubschmitt, I. E. 
Hutton, l\Iiss Irene C. Kelly, D. W. La Fctra, T. W. i\Ici\Iullen, Wilbur 
Morris, H. S. Patten, H. C. Penna!, Peter Pulis, .A. B. Stearns, T. V. 
Terhune, H . .A. Tice, Dr. W . .A. Tracy, Carl i\L Vail, W.W. Wilsey and 
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Geo. R; Young, us well us the citizens in general who have aitlc<l in the 
work, tl1c llistoricul Committee takes this opportunity of acknowledging 
its indebtedness uncl expressing its appreciation of the assistance re
ceived. 

To the following publications and articles and to others less exten
sively consulted, the Historical Committee also wishes to acknowledge 
its indebtedness us sources of information relating to the various periods, 
subjects and phases of its work: 

.Address by Rev. William II. Vroom, D.D.-Dedicatiou of Tablet, 
Reformed Church of Paramus, July 4, 1914 . 

. Addresses o.E Judge Din-id D. Zabriskie relating to the history of 
Ridgewood and vicinity . 

.All the Days of l\Iy Lifc.-.An .Autobiography by .Amelia E. Barr . 

.Annual Reports of the Village of Ridgewood . 

. Appraisal of the property of the Bergen .Aqueduct Company and 
Bergen "\Yater Company, by E. D. Winters, 1915 . 

. Archives of the State of New Jersey . 

.Atlas of Bergen County, N. J., by A. I-I. Walker and C. C. Pease, 
1876. . 

Between the Ocean and 'rhc Lakes, The Story of the Eric, by 
E. II. Mott, 1899. 

Genealogical llistory 9f Hudson and Bergen Counties, N. J., by 
C. B. llarvcy, 1900. 

llistoric llouscs of Bergen County. by B. G . .Allbee. 
History of Bergen and Passaic Counties, N. ,T., by "'W. "\V. Clayton, 

1882. 
History of Bergen County, N. J., by J. l\I. Van Valen, 1900. 
History of the Classis of Paramus of the Reformed Church in 

America, 1902. 
History of tlle County of Hudson, New Jersey, by C. II. Winfield, 

1874. 
History of Ridgewood, by George Edgar Knowlton. 
Itinerary of General Washington, by W. S. Baker. 
Official Programs.-Indcpcndcncc Day Association of Ridgewood. 
Papers and Proceedings, '!'he Bergen County Historical Society. 
Prog1·am.-250th Anniversary of tlic Founding of tlic Village of 

Bergen, 1660. · 
Public Papers of George Clinton, First Governor of New York. 
Ridgewood, New Jersey, by C. H. Dunn, 1898. 
Ridgewood, N. J., by Henry P. Pl1clps, 1912. 
Ridgewood Guide, hy Baxter ancl Brcuseh, 1896. 
Ridgewood of Yesteryear, by Judge Cornelius Doremus. 
Ridgewood 's History, by Harold A. Cl1ecl. 
The Architectural Record. 
Tl1c Citizens' Book, Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, 1916. 
The Improvement of Ridgewood, N. ,T. Report by Chas. l\T. Robin-

son to Board of Trade, 1!)08. 
'i'he Pageant of Ridgewood, N. ,T., June 19, 1915. 
The Ridgewood Herald. · 
The Ridgewood News. 
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If the results of our efforts furnish a source of information of value 
to those who seek it and nlso stimulate a devotion to our community's 
welfare, we will feel our mission lws been fulfilled. 

Fr1111k ,\. Jlnxter 
,John JI. \\'nrd 

F. A. Dinrnck 
C. II. Gr,•en 
E. R Lillr 

HISTORICAL CommTTEE 

nrc11.111n T. \\'u.sos, Ohnirmn11 

IM,eccn W. Unwes 
,J11tli:e Dn,·iil D. Zabriskie 

Punr,ICI'l'Y CO:\DIITTJIB 

11. \\'. C.1Hr.1m, Ch,,irm,111 
\V. F. Sc1DIIUi, l"frc~l'lwiruwn 

n. G. Smith 
D. R Dnsenhrrr,· 
n. D. Hilton • 

C. C. )lill'S 
,\. If. Gnrnble 
.JL It L<'Hoy 

Ridgewood, Bergen CountJ·, N. J., 
December 31, l!llG. 
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Ridgewood: Past and Present 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL IIISTORIC.AL DEVELOP~IENT 

IN an analysis of the history of a community it will be found that 
the greatest influences in determining its character have been the 

ideals and endeavors of its inhabitants. 
A narrative, therefore, of the l1istory of Ridgewood is really one 

Jf the life of its people. While the development of particular phases 
of its life will be found elsewhere in this book, the general historical 
development of the community may well be divided into the following 
periods: 

INDIAN OCCUP,\TION 

Before the appearance of Europeans on· this continent it is well 
known that nations of men speaking widely dil.ferent languages, and 
t•ommonly called Indians, existed here. The nation inhabiting the 
greater part of New Jersey was called the Delnw;,.rcs or Lenni Lenape, 
signifying, in their tongue, "Tlie origi1111l people." 

Several sub-divisions of the Delawares lmYe been made by writers. 
The tribes wl10 occ1ipicd and roamed over the counties of Bergen and 
Passaic were tl1ose of the Unalachtgo or Turkey, and the l\Iinsi or ,vol£. 
A further division lias also been made into sub-tribes known as Ilaeken~ 
sacks, Acquakanonks, Pomptons, •rappans ancl Haverstrnws, all' sug
gestive of well-known distl'icts. 

In 1643 the earliest white explorers into the region of the Ilacken
sack and Passaic valleys found scattered Yillagcs, embraced uncler the 
name of Ilackensacks, and varying in size from ,me to four or five 
houses, distributed over an area now bounded by points· located approxi
mately near Jersey City, Staten IslaJ1d, Newark, Pnssaie, and the upper 
waters of tlic Hackensack, Passaic and Sndc1le Rivers. 

Investigators liavc foulld aetunl evidence of Indian occupation in 
many places along the streams and creeks of tl1c Bergen County water
Hhcd. '!'he vicinity of Ridgewood, tile banks of Uie Saddle River, and 
of the Ho-Ho-Kus and Sprout Brooks, lmvc proyen to be most promising 
localities for these researcl1es. 

As a 1·csult of plowed fields and washouts, evidences l1ave been 
tracccl of primith-e settlements in many plnces along the Saddle River 
and its brunches. One branch in particular, Sprout Brook, below 
Arcola, has yielded a considerable quantity of material at three dif
ferent points on its banks, all witl!in a radius of a mile. At one point 
on the farm of 1\fr. Kocl1, where tl1e brook crosses tl1e Paramus Road, 
a quantity of implements nnd pottery was taken from the former site 
of a Rmnll village. Furtl1cr down on Sprout Brook, back of the Board 
farm, is the site of what was presumably a large palisaded grass house; 
while one of tl1c best preserved sites of occupation, in fact the most 
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typical, has been found on n l1igh bank of the Saclcllc River, just below 
the point where it is crossed by the trolley. 

\Yithin tlic present limits of Ridgewood nnd also eoYcring nn area 
with n radius of from ten to twclye miles from the village, ,during the 
past fifteen years explorations hnYe been carried on by one of it!! 
citizens, :1\lr. J. R. Eschclnum, tlrnt lrnvc ln·ought to light n most valu
able collection (still in the 110sscssion of "\lr. Bschclman) of approxi
mately two thousand picecs of Indian objects, consisting of nrrow-hcmls, 
spem;-l1cads, axes, fish spears, skin scrapers; lmiws, shaft polishers, hand 
hammers, n granite mortar, pestles, cclts (chisels), hoes, winged objects, 
luna (half-moon) knives, and others unclassified. 

These relics have been found along the Indian trails, usually on 
the ltigh side of a -running stream .:n~ at some spring. In Riclgcwoocl 
and its immediate vicinity the lo~alitics which have proclucccl the best 
results arc the shores of the 1 lo-Ho-Kus Brook, along tl1c :i\fnstin and 
Graydon fields and continuing aho,·c Hanison ~\.\-cnue, opposite the 
home of ]~; L. Zabriskie; the grounds around the· Board springs at 
Paramus Road and Duncker Hook (Dark Corner); and the fields bc
yoml the Yalleau Cemcte1-y and along the Diamond Drook at the sites 
of its various springs to its junction with Urn Passaic Rh·er . 

. Formerly within the limits of Ridgewood Township, but now within 
tl1e Borough of Glen Rock, a great block of stone stands on Rock Avenue 
near the i\fain Linc Station of the Bric Railroad. Tradition says that 
this rock was a meeting plnc~ for the Indians, who called it Pamackn
puka. It was ulso known by tl1c early settlers as the Big Rock at Small 
Lots. It was mentioned as a landmark in 1687, when n Patent was 
granted for 5,320 acres of land 11pon the second attcnipt to settle lands 
west. of tlie Saddle River. 

In 1710 a tl'act of land containing 42,500 acres, calletl the "Ramapo 
Patent," including most of the northwestern portion of Dergcn County, 
was sul'veyed, heginning at 11w "Big Rork, four or five miles nor1l1-
wcst of Paterson." A copper 1iin, 11lacecl hy the snl'\·cying party at 
this time on tl1c ·J1ighcst point of !he l'Ock, is still in cviclcnrc. 

Since tltc early times, many of the Janel rcco!'cls of this vicinity 
refer to the stone as one of the points in determining the location of 
the propcl'ty tliey cover. On 1\11gust 26, 1!l12, as n l'Csult of tlic cfforls 
of a numlicr of citizens who appl'cciated its l1istorical value. a clcecl 
w11s executed transferring tl1e site of the 1·ock, from the South Riclge
woocl Improvement Company and from )h·. ancl :1\frs. ,John F. \VaHcr, 
to tl1c Boro11gl1 of Glen Rock. Since 1hnt elate the rock lias hcen 
surrounded h~; a concrete walk and lrns hccn placed in a condilion lltat 
guarantees ils pl'csel'valion for rnan~· years to come. 

EAHLY SF.T'rT,F.IIS 

The first permanent Dulch settlement in New Jersey was called 
Bergen and was made. during tl1e ycm· 1 GGO on 111c site now known 
as ·Bergen Squnl'c, witl1in the pl'esent corporate limits of ,Jersey City. 
From tliat point n gradual colonization was extcndccl into 111c more 
remote districts, mainly along the waterwa~·s, following tl1c lines of 
least resistance. 



PAST AND PRESENT 

In 1662, Albert Zaborowski, a young man of twenty years, came 
from Poland in the Dutch sailing ship Deb Vos ("The Fox"). He 
married a l\Iiss Van Der Linde and settled in the little trading post 
called Ackensack, where he became the possessor of a large landed 
interest. Of the children born to tl1cm five were sons. The oldest, 
Jacob, when a small boy, was stolen nnd carried off into the forests 
by the Indians. .After a period of about fifteen years, Jacob was 
returned to his people by the Indians, who claimed they l1ad taken 
him to teach him their language so that he could act as an interpreter 
between them and the settlers. As a result of this incident, Jacob's 
father obtained from the Indians a tract of laud containing approxi
mately two thousand acres and known as the "New Paramus Patent" 
or ''\Vearimus 'rrnct. '' 

The greater portion of the Paramus Patent lay in the northwestern 
part of the present l\Iidland Township, while a section extended across 
the Saddle River into what is now Ridgewood Township. The tract 
extended in general from the Pctc1· Board homestead on the south, 
about four miles north to the Stephen S. Berdan residence, and from 
the Saddle River on the west one and onc-l1alf miles cast to the Sprout 
Brook. 

The name "Paramus" is said to be derived from the Indian "Pere
rnessing," descriptive of tl1e fact that the country abounded in wild 
turkey. The first white settlers called it "Percmcsse," from which the 
transition was gradually made to tlie present form, Paramus. 

On this tract, in 1713, Jacob Zaborowski built a home located on 
the present Paramus Road, just north of what is now Blauvclt's l\Iill. 
This was the first l1ousc to be built in tl1is section of the country. A 
stone which bears the name Zaborowski, and the year 1713, and which 
lmd been placed in its doorway, is now in the possession of Everett 
L. Zabriskie, of Ridgc\vood. 

Ridgewood is built upon tl1c tract west of tl1c Zaborowski lands 
and is part of a grant of five hundred acres made by Lord Carteret 
to Samuel Kingsland in 1687. The land was sold to Peter Johnson 
for the sum of thirty-two pounds and ten sl1illings, and in 1698 became 
the property of Johann Van Emburgh, who built the first house in 
1700 in what is now Ridgewood proper. 

Other Dutch families, such as the Ackerman, Banta, Bogert, De Baun, 
Hopper, l\furinus. 'rerhunc, Van Der Beck, Van Dien, Van Houten, 
Westervelt and Zabriskie families, shortly afterwards settled in this 
locality, purchasing their land from the Van Emburgh estate. 1\Iany 
of these families arc still rcprcscntecl b~- their 1lesccndant_s, wl1ilc the 
property of otl1crs lrns been disposed of to city purchasers in search 
of suburban homes. 

COLONIAL PERIOD 

During the Colonial period and for many years afterwards, the 
people devoted their time almost entirely to agricultural pursuits. The 
farn1s each contained a large number of acres, and were scattered over 
so extc1~sivc 1111 area that in consequence a slow development of the 
community resulted. 
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The homes generally were of stone with a southern or eastern ex
posure and with old-fashioned flower gardens in the front. 

Since the early settlers had come from Holland, they naturally for 
many years spoke their mother tongue, which in Inter years became 
known as. ''Jersey Dutch.'' 

Following the tcacl1ings of their early youth, the Dutch settlers 
were not long in establishing a house of worship. In 1725 they or
ganized the "Peremus Kirk," and in 1735 erected the first Church 
building on ground furnished by Peter Fauconier. Here for many years 
the services were conducted in the Dutch language. 

This church is now called the congregation of the Reformed Church 
of Paramus and is located in the northeastern part of Ridgewood. For 
many years, until the organization of other churches, tl1c Paramus 
Church served a territory of about fifteen square miles, and was the 
central gathering place for the 11eigl1horing country for all purposes 
rclaterl to tl1c community interests. 

1'IIE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

The excitement which the tyranny of the British Government aroused 
in the colonies was felt throughout the present Bergen County, and 
on the 12th day of l\Iay, 1775, a Committee of Safety was organizcrl 
with John Fell of Paramus as chairman. Party feeling ran high and 
many and bitter were the feuds among the people, although historians 
state that the Patriots were greatly superior in number to the Tories. 
The proximity of the Bergen district to New York made it important 
territory during the Revolutionary ·war. It was the gate to New ,Jersey 
and the \Vest. Recognizing its importance, each party sougl1t to fortify 
and to hold it in possession. 

· While no battles of importance were fougl1t within tl1c limits of the 
present county, its soil became a higlnvuy for the tread of marching 
armies, and its cultivated farms often attracted raiding and foraging 
parties of the enemy from New Ym·k City. Its people gave their sons 
to the cause, and provided supplies to the several American camps 
within their boundaries. 

Among the names of such camp-grounds that of "Paramus" takes 
a prominent place. Tradition states tlmt it was just south of the 
Paramus Chnrcl1. The poet Barlow, who wrote the old-fashioned poem 
''Hasty Pudding," was at one time a chaplain in the army and he 
wrote to friends one evening that he had been all clay making the 
rounds of his camp and that it extended from Paramus four miles 
.toward Hackensack. . 

Tradition also states tlmt the Commissary Department of tl1c Ameri
can forces occupied about ten acres of Janel now the site of the Vallcau 

· Cemetery op posit c the old church. 'l'hc chmch edifice existing at that 
time was used by the American forces at Yarious times as a prison and 
for other purposes, and was so greatly damaged tlmt in 178/i it was 
necessary to make extensive repairs. 'l'hc graveyard conncctccl ,yith 
the clmrch contains the remains of many patriots and British soldiers 
who died while their armies were in tl1is vicinity. 

\Vashington and llis army were at Paramus several times. Many 
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important papers were sent from here, but nil trace of ,vashington 's 
headquarters seems to have been lost. It was l1cre, after his great eon
fiict at :.\Ionmoutl11 that ,vasl1i11gton established his l1eadquarters from 
July 11 to July 15, 1778. Herc, on Sunday, July 12, he wrote to the 
President of Congress in response to the vote of thanks which lrnd 
been passed b)· Congress for the important victory he had gained at 
)Ionmouth. .At this time, also, he received ach·iee of the arrival of 
tlie French fleet under Count d'Bstaing. 

He was at Paramus Dccembc1• 5th to 8th of the same year, and 011 

.July 30 and Octoher 7, 1780. 
The following references also indicate that some soldiers must have 

been stationed at Paramus nearly_ all the time: 
General Clinton was informed of clothing for troops to be sent to 

Paramus, Novemher 2, 1776; 
. General Clinton was informed of return of Deputy Treasurer from 

Paramus, November 27, 1776; 
Gencml Clinton was at Pnranms Dc<'clllhl't' 17, 20 and 21, 177G, 

11ml .Ta111rn1·)·. 7 and 13, 1777; 
General Heath was at Paramus, December l!J, 1776; 
General Clinton sent scouting parties from Ramapo as far as Par

amus December 23 and 20, 1776 ; 
Colonel :.\IcClnughe;r's regiment was at Paramus, ,Jnnuary l, 1777; 
Stores at Paramus were under guard of eighty or one hundred men, 

:.\fay !), 1777; 
Tea.stored at Paramus was stolrn, ,June 17, 1777; 
,vashington's army was cantoned from Fort Defiance to Paramus, 

August !J, 177!); 
Headquarters of :.\flljor lfonr;r Lee were located here, .August 22, 

1779, and Septemhc:· -I-, 1779; 
Headquarters of Lord Stirling were loratl'cl here, on Ortoher 8, 1780. 
On Scp1emhcr 8, 1780, oceul'l'ccl the <lt,ath of Gcne1·al Enoc•h Poor 

at Kindcrhamack, a few miles east of Paramus. His body was brought 
to Paramus and on September 10th he was buried in the graveyard of 
the First Reformed Dutch Chmch in Hackensack. 

For a long time· a branch of \Vashington 's army was stationed in 
the Ramapo Valley along the section now the Havcmeycr estate, and 
from there small detachments were tl1rown out_-across the country. 

Paramus, lying between. this station and the Hudson River, was 
subject to the marrh and eountermarchcs of troops belonging to both 
parties. 

At the time the American Army was retreating across New Jersey, 
and before it was half-way to 'frenton, General Heath came down from 
his station in the highlands of the Hudson River and by the way of 
Paramus made an attack upon the British and Tories at Tappan, New 
York. 

It was on the route of the American Army as it moved from Newark 
to King's Ferry, .Julr !i, 1778; wl1ile one diYision of the French, in 
the march of the allies to Yorktown, passed through Paramus to the 
north. 

Under the "Old Elm,". located in Ho-Ho-Kus on Franklin Turn• 
fl 
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pike (which starts near the Paramus Church), a granite marker was 
placed on .:\laJ· 30, l!J14, by 1he Han1111io ,·alley Chapter, Daughters 
of the Hcrnlution, as marking the 1·oute of General ,vashingtou and 
his troops from Fort Lee to Hamapaugh during the Revolutionary ,var, 
1776-1781. 

,vhcn ~\arou Bul'l' was appointed iu 1777 a Lieutenant-Colonel in 
the American ~\rmy, he joined his regiment at Ramapo, where it was 
then stationed. At Paramus resided :i\lrs. Provost, the widow of Colonel 
Provost, of the Dritish Army. It is stated that while Burr comJiiandcd 
the American lines at Fort ,vashington, lie frequently came over to 
l!'ort Lee, obtained a horse, and rode to visit the widow at Paramus, 
rctnrn.ing to ]1is hcadqua1·ters before daylight. :i\Irs. Provost afterwards 
bcca111c the wife of Burr and according to tradition was married to 
him in the old Paramus Church. 

It was while stationed here that Burr achieved his first military 
success. His regiment ltad cncmnpcd at Ramapo, in Scptcmbe1·, 1777, 
when intelligence was lH·onght that the enemy was. in Hackensack in 
great force and ltllmncing into the country. Colonel Burr immediately 
marched with all cffccth·e men, except a guard to take care of the 
rump. and 111·1-h-ed at Purmnus, a distance of sixteen miles, before sun
set, where he found consitlcrablc bodies of militia in great alarm and 
disorder. 

Colonel Burr set some oi the militia to repairing fences which had 
been destroyed by them in thci1· encleavo1· to mobilize. Having taken 
measures to secure the troops from surprise and also to provide pro-
1cction for the com fields, lie marched immediately with about thirty 
of the most active of the regiment and a few militia to ascertain the 
11osition and numbers of the enemy. 

Ahout ten o'clock at 11ight, when within three miles of Hackensack, 
Burr, receiving word that he wns within a mile of the picket guard 
of 1hc cnc1t1)', led l1is men into a wood, ordered them to sleep until 
he nwakcnccl them, and went nlonc to disco\·cr the enemy's position. 
Returning nhout half an l1om· latc1·, lie awakened !tis men and ordcl'Cd 
them to follow, forbidding any man to speak or fire under pain of 
clcath. 'J'hus proceeding, the)· came shortly witl1in a few yards of tl1e 
picket g-uard before their approach was suspected. Burt· then gave t]1e 
word and his men rusltecl upon 1he enemy before they had time to 
secure thch· arms. 'l'he greater part of the enemy were killed, a few 
taken prisoners, and some accoutrements brought off without the loss 
of a man. 

An express was immcdiatcl)· sent to Paramus by Burr to order all 
tl1c troops to 1110\'C and 1o rnlly the countt·y. His success Imel so 
encourag-cd the h1habitants that they turned out with great alacrity 
and put tl1cmsch·cs undct· ltis co111n1111Hl 'l'hc enemy, J10wcYer, probably 
alarmed by these threatening appear:111rcs, retreated the next clay, lcnv• 
ing hcl,incl tlwm the greater part of the plunder which tl1cy Jmcl tnkc11. 

One of the dctnchmcnts thrown out by the patriot army stationed 
in the Ramapo Valley, was located at Hoppertown, now Ifo-I-Io-Kus, 
and operated as a sub-base for smaller parties. The presence of this 
force at Ilo-I-Io-Kus, together with the larger encampments at Ramapo 
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and at Paramus, subjected the couutl'y to the depredations of the British 
and Tories iu their numerous attempts to reach the American stations 
and to destroy the possible sources of supplies. Some of these sorties 
were as follows : 

.About January 1, 1776, shortly after General Clinton had garri
soned his troops at Ramapo, the British, numbering between five und 
eight hundred troops, arrived at Ilackcnsack. Aftct· imprisoning a 
munbcr of the citizens in sympathy with the American euuse, they 
marched on to Paramus, wl1crc they plundered some of the inhabitants 
of thut neighborhood, afterwards returning to Ilackcnsack with citizens 
of Paramus, wl1om they also confined in the Ilackcusack jail. 

On the 11ight of December 27, 1776, several families at. Pa1·amus 
were plundered ii1 a raid and several friends of the American cause 
were taken away as prisoners. 

During the night of April 21, 1779, tl1c Tories under John Van 
De Roder took possession of the mill belonging to Jonathan Hopper, a 
captain of the militia. Hopper was bom and raised at Hoppertown, 
but was then running a grist and saw mill at '\Vagaraw, on the present 
site of Alyca's Ice House, wl1crc l\Iaplc Avenue crosses the Passaic 
River to Paterson. Hopper's wife, heal'ing the noise, awoke her lms
band, and told him that some persons were in the mill. He arose, 
went to the door and, demanding to know who was there, was shot 
through the hand. The 'l'orics then rushed into the house, seized him, 
and forced his wife to hold a light while they ran him through nineteen 
times with bayonets and killed liim. 

On :i\Iarch 23, 1780, two parties, each consisting of about three 
hundred British anc1 Hessian soldiers, landed, the one at Closter, several 
miles above Fort Lee, and the other at '\V cchawkcn, the former force 
to penetrate the country northward to Hoppcrtown and to attack the 
cantonment at tlmt place, and the other to surprise the town of Hacken
suck and to push on and then attack the front of the American forces 
at Paramus. The Court House and several dwellings in Hackensack 
were burned and the entire route marked by devastation. At the Par
amus Church, where the two invading forces joined, they met the 
militia and citizens of the community, with tl1c Continental troops sta
tioned there, and were driven back. '!'hey succeeded in taking with 
them, l1owcvcr, about fifty prisoners, mostly citizens and members of 
the militia, who were thrown in the Old Sugar House Prison, many 
never to return. 

Leaving New York City on April 15, 1780, a body of the British 
forces, consisting of two hundred horse and three hundred foot, landed 
in New Jersey at several points. Forming a junction near the Englisl1 
neighborhood, the whole detachment proceeded to the New Bridge on 
tl1e Hackensack, wl1crc they arrived early in the morning of the 16th. 
After a. skirmish with the American forces at that plucc, they continued 
their march to Paramus, coming in sight of the church a little after 
day-break. Finding the American forces liad fallen back to Hoppcr
town. tl1cy proceeded until discovered by a picket at the bridge upon 
tl1e Saddle River. Although the small American force under 1\fajor 
Byles was taken by surprise, it l1croically attempted to defend its posi-
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tion. During the engagement, l1owever, :i\Injor Byles was mortally 
wounded, and ltis lieutenant killed. Overwhelmed by numbers, the 
Americans were compelled to surrender. The American losses by death, 
wounded, and those taken prisoner, were one :i\Iajor, two Captains, four 
Lieutenants, 1111d about forty rank and file, wl1ile tl1e British lost 
seven rank antl file killed, two Scr,:<-:!nnts, ancl twenty-nine rank and 
/ile wounded. 

After tl1c encounter tl1e British burned the l10use of Garret Hopper, 
who lmd bravely seconded the endeavors of the party 1o defend it, and 
who was hadly wounded in the fray. 'rhey also burnt his mill and liis 
hrother's ]10use. 

In commemoration of the events connected with the community's 
history during the ,var of the American Revolution, the New Jersey 
Society, of the Sons of the American Revolution, in conjunction witl1 
Pal'Urnus Chapter No. G, on J11ly 4, l!Jl4, placed and dedicated the 
following bronze tablet upon the Paramus Church building: 

x1:;t no:\nxc~ l1tus·rn \ 
:"\E,\R ·ruts 11ous1~ 01,• non 

1,:sc,n,r~:o 
ca:x1m,\T. W.MHIJXfiTOX AXll 1118 

Allll\" I:'< li7$ 
J:'( (111.\TF:FGI, TltlllGTF: TO ·rm: lllsllOll\" OF TIIF: l'.\Tlt!OTS WIIO 

SJ.J-:EI• JX.1'JIE AU,lACEXT CIIUJtCIIYAill> AXll ·ro TIil-: lll-:x 
.r\XO W'OlrI~X OF TJllS COll)IUXJTY WIIO .ASSlSTF.ll 

RO Y.ALL\XT(,Y JS TIJE F.ST.Atlf.JSU:\IEXT OF 
.Al(ElllC.AS IXOl-:PEXPl;;XCE 

TlllS TAULET JS Pl.ACED UY 
TIIF: :St:\\" ,TF.IIS~;y socn::n- OF TlJF: 

SOXS OF TIU-: "\llJ-:IUCAN RE\'OJ..UTIOX 
,lULY 4TII, 1014 

Paramus, as seen by an officer wl1ile in encampment here in 1778, 
is described as follows: 

"This town is cliicfly inhabited by Dutch people. Their church and 
dwelling houses arc built of rough stone, one story high. Tl1ere is a 
peculiar neatness in the appearance of tl1eir dwellings, lmving an airy 
piazza supported by pillars in front, and their kitchens connected at 
the ends in the form of wings. The land is remarkably level and the 
soil fertile, and being generally advantageously culth•afod, the people 
appear to enjoy case and a happy competency. 'l'hc furnitm·e in their 
homes is of the most ordinary kind, such as might be supposed to 
accord with the fasl1io11 of the days of Queen .Anne. 'l'hey despise 
the superfluities of life and arc ambitious to appear always neat and 
cleanly and never to complain of an empty purse." 

1782-1865 

After the Revolutio11ary War, the agreeable climate and the fertility 
of the soil attracted new settlers, who soon became cstablisl1ed in the 
community. 'l'he growth of the community, however, was slow, owing 
to the fact that the people were widely scattered upon farms, and means 
of communication and of transportation were meagre and unsatisfactory. 

Tl1e earliest settlements were near the Paramus Church, but soon 
!) 
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after the year 1800, a large area of country was dcvclcipcd, extending 
from the present site of Wortcnclykc to Lyclcekcr's l\Iills (110w Midland 
Park). 'l'his region was m1111cd Newtown by Cornelius ,vortendyke. 

Lydecker's :Mill, which wns locnted a few rods below the present 
stone mill (oeeupiccl toclny by H. J. Wostbrock engaged in the manu
facture of flannels), was, a Jlonr mill to which the formers for mnny 
miles around brought their grain. 'fhe stone mill wus built by .Abru
hum Van Riper about the ycur 1826, and i\Cidlund Park was tl1cn 
known as Van Riper's i\Iill. Other mills in operation in this neighbor
hood were early known as Baldwin's i\£ill, the Quackenlmsh or Post 
i\(ill, and the Turning i\Iill. 

The Stone i\Iill, about the· year 182!>, was used by l\Icssrs. Van 
Winkle and Park for tl1c manufacture of cotton yarn and warps. When 
they later sold out to 1\Icssrs. i\Iunn and Whitehead, this mill and the 
other three were operated in the manufacture of cotton yarn, and the 
old Lydecker 1\Iill was converted into rooms for making and sizing 
cotton warps. Ira l\lunn, who was related to Abraham Godwin of 
Hevolutionary memory, in l1is honor about this time gave to this part 
of Newtown tl1c name Goclwinvillc-a name it retained for nearly 
forty-five years. 

Abraham Godwin, wl1c11 a lad of from twelve to fifteen years of 
age, enlisted with liis two brothers under Colonel Lewis Du Bois in 
the Fifth Regiment, New York State Linc. · He served from January 
1, 1777, to Jmrna1T, 1782, reaching the grade of Fifc-i\fnjor. One 
brother, Henry, became Captain of the Seventh Company of the Fifth 
Regiment, while the other brother, David, served us u drummer in 
Henry's Company . 

. After the war, and until his death on October G, 1835, in the 
seventy-fourth year of his life, Abrul111m Godwin was the proprietor 
of the Passaic Hotel in Paterson. 

The settlement of Godwinvillc progressed ancl soon covered tl1c terri
tory between Paramus ancl Newtown (Wortcncl)•kc) ancl included wit!Jin 
its bounclarics the present municipalities of Riclgcwoocl, Glen Rock, and 
Micllnncl Park. 

The centre of the present site of Ridgewood in the curly forties had 
only one house, a small stone building, locutccl south of tlic Play House 
on the summit of the rise just west of tlic Eric Railroad tracks. 
The house was owned by a mun named l\foSwccncy ancl afterwards 
was occupied by a Danish family numccl 'l'hompson. 'l'his old stone 
house finally clid service as Ridgewood 's first lock·up for lawbreakers. 

The next house on the west siclc of the trucks was on Godwin 
Avenue ancl was the l10mc of David D. Ackerman, the grundfutl1er 
of the present Ackerman Brothers, the grocers. 

Further west on Godwin Avenue, on tl1e rise just hcyoncl the hollow 
at Garfield Place, stood a house then occupied by James Jenkins ancl 
now occupied by William Runk. 

Next came u house, used as a tavern bY ,fames Blauvelt, situated 
on the present l\fnrtin. property. at the hcncl of Cherry Lune (Lincoln 
Avenue). .On this same site Garrett .I. Hopper afterwards had his 
home. On the northwest corner of Cherry Lane and Godwin Avenue 
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11 blacksmith and wheelwright 11hop was erected and kept at one time 
by l\Iosc .Decker. 

In front of thi11 11hop n public whipping-post, not an uncommon 
object in thnt period, l111cl been set up in a triangle formed by the 
turning of Cherry Lnnc in both directions into Godwin Avenue. 

At the junction of .Ackerman and Doremus .Avenues stood the stone 
portion of the house now occupied by Garrett G. Ackc1·man. · 

East of the railroad tracks other ]muses of that period were aR 
follows: 

On the site of the present Opera Honse stood nn old stone fnrm
l10usc, said to be owned by II family muuc<l .Archabul<l. '!'he bum wus 
located on the cast side of Ouk Street .. Ncn1· it was the well, which 
_still remains und which is now covered by a large flat stone. Few who 
puss the stone realize that it marks the site of the well whose water 
for mnny years slaked the thirst of many of the former inhabitants. 

The stone portion of the house, now the office of Dr. \V. L. Vroom, 
on \Vest Ridgewood A,·cnuc, was built and occupied by Peter J. Hopper, 
tl1c fatl1c1· of .Albert P. Hopper. 

'fhc next hou11c on Hidgcwood .A,·cnuc was on the \Vesley Van Em
burgh place and was ow11cd 1111d occupied by Sanmcl Hopper. 

On the west side of l\Inplc .AYcnue, on tllC property now owned by 
Samuel D. Graydon and near the gate to its entrance, stood an .old 
stone house with its cud to the road. 'fhis was originally owned by 
Peter Van Embnrgh. It was demolished in 1864 and its stones were 
used for the facing of a fence which has likewise disappeared. 

\Vhcrc the Cameron property is now locntccl stood a stone house 
which was remodeled in 1850 by its owner, 11 l\[r. White, from wl1om 
l\[r. Cameron purchased the property . 

.At the eomcr of l\faplc .AYcnuc and Cameron Lune stood the stone 
Jum11e owned and occupied by Cornelius Zabriskie, who carried on a 
hl:1cks111ith business at the northeast corner of l\faplc and Harrison 
A,·rnucs. Hi11 shop was built about 1800 and demolished in 1850. 

,Just north of the Cornelius Znbriskic house and on the present site 
of the residence of K L. Zabriskie, stood an old stone house with its 
encl to the road. 'rhis house was standing in 1811 when the property 
was purchased by l\[r. Zabriskic's great-grandfathc1•, It was torn clown 
in 1850 and in that year tl1c present Zabriskie l1ousc (recently remodeled) 
was built by .A. J. Zabriskie. 

Near the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook, a little south of Ridgewood .Avenue and 
on the right-of-way of the present trolley line, stood the home of Garret 
A Hopper, a brother of Samuel. 

On the corner of Ridgewood A\'cnuc and Paramus Road stood 11 

grist and sawmill, built und operated by General Andrew H. Hopper, 
and destroyed by fire in 1860. .A second mill was put up by a l\Ir. 
,Jnrolcman in 1861 and conductccl us a cider, grist and sawmill until 
it burned a.few years later. 

The residence of Henry Van Embmgl1 was located on the cast side 
of l\faplc Avenue, northeast of the present Ridgc,\·oocl Commercial Com
pany's garage. It ,vas afterwards occupied by llis son, George Van 
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Emburgh, and later purchased by Captain Samuel Dayton and used 
as ltis J10mcstcacl, finally being destroyed by fire. 

The 11ousc located at the northwest .junction of Prni,pcct Street au<l 
l\fople Avenue, and still occupied, was formerly the 110111cstcnd of Ilar
manus Van Dcrbcck, and was built over one hundred years ago. .An
other 110usc dating back a.1mnclrcd years is the old Van Dien House, 
situated 011 Grove Street nca1· Pleasant .Avenue. 

'£hesc houses, together with the old stone houses on the Paramus 
Road, referred to h1 that part of this book which clescribci1 the ·'Early 
Dutch Homes," comprised the nucleus of wlrnt is 110w Ridgewood. .At 
that time the ccatrc of the Village was considered, geographically, .1s 
covering the twelve or fifteen acres of land included between Prospect 
Street on the East, a line about one hundred and fifty feet ,vest of 
the Eric tracks on the West, Ridgewood .Avenue on the North, and a 
line passing near tl1e Broad Street Colored Church on the South. 

The opening about the year 1848 of the Paterson and Ramapo Rail
road, which connected with the Eric at Suffern, and with the Paterson 
and Hudson River Railroad at Paterson, gave a new impulse of growth 
to the little settlement, which at that time consisted practically of two 
or three intersecting roads and scattcl'Cd farms. 

'.l'hc nearest station on the new railroad was located at IIo-llo-Kus. 
,vhcn the manufacturers at Godwinvillc, with their Paramus neighbors, 
asked for a station nearer by, they were refused, and it was only 
after a controversy of three years that they secured a station at the 
Godwinvillc Road Crossing (the present junction of Ridgewood, Frank
lin and Godwin Avenues). At fh·st only freight trains stopped. It was 
two years more before the place was made a stop for passenger trains 
and a platform built. In 1853 several New Yorkers, settling in the 
village, started the erection of homes in the vicinity of the station. 
In 185!) a depot wns erected by the r,,siclcnts, commutnt.ion to New York 
City lmving started a year earlier. 

nm CIVIL WAit 

. The excitement in Bergen County, when the news of the attack upon 
Port Sumter was received, was equal in intensity to that in any section 
of the country. ,var measures were spoken of and flag:, were displayed 
on many buildings. As in the Revolutionary times, the people were 
divided in sentiment, some feeling tlrnt the 'ivar was unrighteous and 
unnecessary. The people of this community, l1owevcr, althougl1 differ
ing strenuously in political views on questions of governmental policy, 
were for the most part loyal to the Union. '!'heir enthusiasm was suffi
cient to secure the erection of two spacious buildings for drilling military 
recruits. From these drill lmlls, representing as they did two opposing 
political parties, many young men went forth to do or die for their 
country. One of these buildings ,vas called Union llall, and ,vas built 
by the Republicans. T11c first speech made within its walls was delivered 
by lloracc Greeley. TJ1c building lms for many years been a . chapel 
connected ,vith the Paramus Clmrch. 'l'hc other, dcrnolislwd ri. few 
years ago, was a clapboard building located cast of !Io-I-Io-Kus on the 
property of John Quackenbush. It was built by the Society .for Pro-
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mulgation of Education in Bergen County, and wai, used as the drill 
room of the National Guard of Ho-Ho-Kus, of which Abram Van Em
burgh was Captain. When this company enlisted in the Civil War, it 
became part of the Twenty-second Regiment, of which Captain Van 
Bmburgh wus made Lieutenant-Colonel on February 20, 1863. 

The morning after Fort Sumter was fired upon, Rev. E. T. Corwin, 
then pastor of the Paramus Church (he died in l!J14 and is buried 
in Valleau Cemetery), fastened a flag to n pole and thrust it out of 
the belfry of the old church. ·when the congregation came to elmrch 
the following Sunday they found "Old Glory" waving in tl1e breeze 
above tl1em. Some of tl1e members objected, telling the pastor it wns 
not right to lrnve the ting there inasmuch as there wns a division of 
opinion in the congregation. They insisted that the ting must come 
down. Two patriotic members, "William Ranlctt and ,John Jacob Za
briskie, approved of the pastor's action and declared tlmt they would 
protect him i11 keeping tl1e flog on the steeple. During the week a 
committee of the oh.icrfors called on :i\Ir. Corwin and demanded the 
removal of the flag before the next Sabbath's service. l\fr. Ranlett, on 

-the other hand, inmiccliately nrmccl and equipped twenty-five men at 
his own expense. 

On the following Sunday morning, after the congregation had 
assembled on the church grounds, the committee approached the pastor 
and informed liim that, as tl1cy had stated before, the flag must come 
down, and come clown at once. .As tl1cy started toward the belfry, 
tl1e pastor lmltccl them and said: "I told you our flag sl1ould wave 
above us until the war is over. I have twenty-five men who will J1clp 
me protect it. 'fhc first mun who touches tlint flag to tear it clown 
will be shot!" 

In tl1e midst of the excitement, tl1e committee and tl1cir sympatl1izcrs 
gatl1erecl tlwir families and left the scene, many never to return again 
to worsl1ip in the Paramus Clmrcl1. 

The fla~ lasted half a year and was replaced by otl1ers until tl1e 
close of the war. 

The majority of tl1c citizens of this vicinity, responding to their 
country's c>all, were enlisted in Companies B nnd D of tl1c Twenty
second Regiment, New Jersey Infantry, wl1icl! was known as the Bergen 
County RcgiIPcnt. Before departing to join tlu:iir regiment, tlrny 
nssemhfod in the Guard Room. Rev. i\fr. Corwin. after prcacliing a 
farewell sermon. gave each man a copy of tlw Holy Bible to take 
with him. These companies wc1·c originally made nt, of .the following 
officers and men; and those of this vicinity as recalled at the present 
time are indicated by stars as follows: 

• Ridgewood . 
.. Ho-Ho-Kns . 

... Glen Roc>k. 

COMP,\NY n 
* 0 f'nptnin Al,rnhnm Ynn Emlmr,-?h 
•• F'ir~t- LiP11tPnnnt ,Tncoh Z. Vnn Bln.rcmn 
**21Ul Lict~tcnnnt Benjnmin Z.- Vnn Emlmrgh 
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••]st Sergennt- 4-\ndrcw Yun ]~111l111rgh 
**2nd Scrgcnnt Chnrles Vnn Hipcr 
••:Jrrl Sergeant Thomas Eckerson 
••-1th Sergeant Jomes A. Osborne 
*iith Sergeant Theodore Y. Terhune 

••1st Corporal Anron Vnn Derheck 
**2nd Corporal Ahrnh,11n JI. Hopper 

0 3rt1 Corporal Cor1w1i11s D . .\cker111n11 
-Ith Corporal Daniel Ynn Jllnrcnm 
5th Corpornl Steph,•n D. llnrthnlf 

**Hth Corpornl Theodort~ lJnmper 
••ith Corpi,rnl ,lulm Acker 
•sth Corpurn 1 \Yn ltcr K Terhnm• 

,\!muns, 1mns 
.. Ahrnms, Ilcnry 
. Ackermnn, Petl!r 
,\lien, Ift.nr>· T. 

•• Jl1mt11, 'l"hnmns T. 
Bertholf, l',•ter 

· llrow<,r, Jlolu,rt. I>. 
(,'n p, Gt>org:1! 
Conklin, ,John Jo:. 
l'oole~·, Edwnrtl 

l'lllV.\TES 

Jlownrd, C'orrwlius 
.Jenks, ,Tolm G. 
l\ent, Cornt•lim, l'. 
Lllke, John 
T .. L•nox, GC'flfJ.::I~ 

• Lutkins, ,lnhn l I. 
T .. utkins, Hiclrnnl 

• )lnlx•v, Frcd1irick n. 
•• )1ngr;,Jf, lfortin 

Terhune, Amlrti\\' .:\. 
Terhune, Jl,•nr>· II . 
'r,~rlmnc, tlnmP~ 1-.: • 
Terhune, Jmwpli J, ... 
Tt•rwilliger, ,lnnws Jr. 

0 Thompson, .At•kt•rsun 
.'J"hompson, t.lnmr~. ,lr. 

0 Thompson, ,lohn II. 
Thompson, ,lnhn .J 

• Thompson, \\'illin111 II. 
Tinker. ,Jnmes De Ilnun, Isnnc V. JI. 

Doremus, Willinm 
Dot>·• Tho11111s B. 
Durling, John 
}:dwnrds, ,Jnmes W. 
lsniilish. William 
l'irich, Jsnnc I'. 
Finch, ,John 

••• ~Jnrinus. Chri~tinn 
)lnrsh, Georµ" \\'. 

• )Jn:,kcr. Lewis ••• Thurston, .Anthony 

Finch. ,Tn!olt!ph 
Harrop, John 
J-fennion .. Andrew 
JTmmion, (-:Urret n. 
Hopper, ,\lhert G. 
Hopper, Dn\'icl 
Hopper, Clnrret U. 
Hopper, Henry L. 

-Hopper, ,Tohn A. 
Hopper, ,Joseph Il. 

)In>·, John ,T, 
)leeker, Willinm D. 
)fcssenger, Philip 
)liller, \Villinin IT. G. 

0 )lyers, ,John ,T. 
.. )l>·e,·s, )lnrtii, ,T. 
"* Oshorne. \\'illinm ,\, 
•«i- P1•rr,·. ,Jnme~ 

P,•tt•i·~on, Jlnr111•,· 
Pu 1i8, ,T ncoh · 

• Hynn. Pntrick 
Jlyerson, ,\lh,•rt Tl. 
:-::chmicle, Rimon 
Rtun, Unnir.1 
Stun, 1"nnc 

«i-o Ter1nme . .:\lt•xnmfor 

C'mll'AXY J> 

('nptnin ,John C. \\'c•sli,n•l'lt 
First Lie11tf'11unt \\'nltt!r II. Ht1111!-i1'\' 
:!ncl Lic11te111111l, Nicl1oln1o1 ( 'olli11g111,;, 
lsL St!rgennt Ahrnhnm C. Jlerri11:,! 
2nd Sergcnnt ThonrnR DPmnreHt 

... :!rd Sergennt ,John A. )lnrinns 
4th 8crgcnnt Nicholns Oltignon 
»th Sergeant ,Tnspcr ,T, Wester\'clt 
Jsb Corpornl Jsnnc D. Ilo~ert 
2nd Corpornl C'ri!nest :.\f. Ottignon 

•:ir,1 C'urpornl ,Tnmes 11. \\'estCl'l'l'lt 
4th Corpornl C'hnrlc•s lf. \\'1'sl1•r1·1•1l 
5th ('orpornl ,lnm~R A. Ottiµ-1w11 
tlth Corpornl ,Tohn P. Iforrill}{ 
7th Corpornl Henry Swin 
8th Corpornl Henry Cllly Jf111i1phrey 

l•I 

«i-o ~1:rmnper, II11r~unn 
.I urse, ,Tncoh , • 
Vnn Horn, Willin111 
Yun Riper, P..t,•r 

•• Vnn Vorst Henr\' 
\\'nl<lron, ,John r: . 
\Ynnnmnker, ,'JnMinh 
\\~n rel, PPter 
\Yc•st. C'hnrlc,s 
\\"hitt11or11. ,Jn1111•~ 
Whitmore,, Wm. Tl. 
\\'intc•rs, \Villinm 
\Y>·koff, Snnnwl B. 
Y1~11111n11s .. Jo!-;i11l1 
Ycomnu~·. irYmlL•rt 
Y1•0111n1u-•, S1im11L•I .J. 
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•• ,\ckcrmnn, Ahrnhnm R. 
•• . .:\ckerrnnn, Garret 

• Ackcrmnn, George W. 
Ackermnn, Jnmcs P. 
.. Ackerntnn, ,Tnmes ,v. 
,\ckcrson, ,lohn C. 
linker, Gt•orge 

0 Hamner, ,Tnmes 
Jluntn, Anron Y, 
lluntn, Ahrnhnm l'. 
llnrtow, ,lnmes 
Jllnm·clt, ,\hrnhnm 
)llnurnlt, Ahrnhnm D. 
Jllum·clt, ,\hrnhnm J. 
TllnuYelt, ,lohn J, 
Blnm·,,Jt, Lt1ens C, 
Jll1111vclt, Willinm 
Uogert, .Abt·nhnm n. 
Jloi:t!l't•. t'or1wliw,; J. 
Hog1!rt, ,lnmcs Jf; 
nrndh•)", ,loSt•ph A. 
(. '0l1!, I~tUlC 

Colli11;.:no11. Angus. )f. 
Cook, Frnncis 
Cosker, Felix ,\, :\r, 

• Crouter, Cornelius P. 
Crouter, Jnmes 
Dcmnrcst, Cor1wlius R 

1• mv NrHs 

Dcmnrcst, John 
Demurest, ,Jolm J. 
Demurest, Peter J, 
Dow, ,John 
Enrl, Dnnit,1 
Eckerson, l>nYiil D., ,Tr, 
Eekcrson, 1':dwnrd T. 
J,ckcrson, ,l ueoh ll, 
Eckerson, ,Tohn C. 
Everson, Jlenjnmin 
Flood, ,Tmutls 
Gurnee, Davi1l 
Herring, .Abrnhnm P. 
Jferring, Dnniel 
1 forring, ,Tohn P. 
Hill, '.l'hmnus K 
Hopper, Ahrnhum A. 
,Jersey, ,John J. 
_,Tones, ,T oseph H. 
l\f'11t, Cor1wlit1R ;r. 
l\ing:rilnml, 'flwo,Iurc 
li:itehcl, Isunc :\L 
Lockwood, JJ1a.\"iil 

•o- )fonroe, Dnvicl 
•• )ronroe, Stephen 
* )fowerson, 1.lohn ,Tncol, 
• NnugJe, John D. 

Ottij:'11011, ,Tolin C. 

•• Perry, ,Tohn II, 
•

0 Post, ,John ,T. 
· Post, Robert ,T, 

Pulis, Peter D. 
Huulct, C. Lonis 
Uikcr, ,\hrnhnm A. 
Uumse,·, Owen I. 

0 ~chilte ... )forinus 
Smith,-Dnnii•l \\". 
Stn1ter, Snmuel 
Storms, Abmhnm C, 
Strnut, Riclmrd 
Terhune, .-\lhcrt ;r,, Jr, 
Townsend, ,John 
Ulmer, Frederick 
Vnn Buskirk, llenj. 
\"1111 Buskirk, Cluts. R 
Vnn Dcrli111for, ,litcol, 

** \rnu Dien, John 
\"nn Ordci,, \\'illin111 
\"1111 Ri11cr, Frc,J, ,\, 

0 Vnu Snun, l!muc 
• \\"1i1111mnkcr, ,lolm H. 

\\"nrin~. Peter l', 
Wt•ster\'clt. H,•nry l'. 

•• Willinms, ,Tohn 
Wood, Ahrnhnm 
\\"or!t•rulykc, ,\hrnhnm 

The foregoing is not a complete list of all enlistments from this 
vicinity. Others, whose records arc not aYailablc at this time, were 
associated with regiments other than the 22nd New Jersey. One of our 
oldest citizens, Benjamin Eglin, served first in Company A, Twenty
second Regiment, and later in the 'l'hil'tl New Jcrse~' CaYalry. 

'l'hc 'l'wenty-sccoml Infantry Regiment was organized under the pro
Yisions of an .Act of Congress, appl'oYcd ,July 22, 1S61, and mustered 
into the United States service fo1· nine months, September 22, 1S62. 
The regiment was made up chiefly from the bone and sinew of Bergen 
County's agricultural population, the total number of office1·s and men 
being nine hundred and t!tirty-nine. It left.the State for \Vasl1ington, 
D. C., on September 2!J, 1S62. Upon nrl'ival at its destination it was 
ol'dcl'ctl i11to cmnp, called Camp Fol'nett, ten miles west of Geol'l-(e
town, D. C., just south of what is now Cabin Jolm's Bridge, lmvin~ 
been assigned to a pl'ovisional b!'igade, Casey's Division, defences of 
\Vasl1ington. It remained in this position until about tlt.C first of 
December, when it proceeded to .Aquia Creek, Virginia, and was assigned 
to Provost Duty, guarding the railroad, transferring wounded prisoners, 
etc. 

In January, 1S63, the regiment wus assigned to tlic First Army Corps 
and joined the Army of the Potomac. It continued its organization 
ancl rcmainccl in act1Yc sel'\'icc until the expiration of its term, when 
it wns ordered to rctnm to New Jcl'scy for its discharge and was 
mustered out of service at Trenton; .June 2G, 1S63. 

The regiment was first attached to Casey's Division, defences of 
15 
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,vashington, then to Patrick's Brigade, Provost Guard, Army of the 
Potomac, and then to the Tl1ird Brigade, First Division, First Army 
Corps. 

The only important engagement it took part in was the movement 
on Chancellorsville, "Virginia, i\Iay 2 and 3, 1863. 

THE BIRTII OF RIDGEWOOD 

The factors responsible for the cstablisl1mcnt of the community of 
Ridgewood were the early Dutch, who settled in Paramus and its 
vicinity and engaged in agricultural pursuits, and the manufacturing 
interests that located in the hamlet of Godwinville (now :Midland Park). 
Through the joint efforts of these people, a station, situated between tl1c 
two settlements and serving botl1, was estahlisl1cd on the railroad, which 
followed a route suggested by General George Clinton during the Revo
lutionary ,var as a natural thoroughfare. 

This railroad station became the center of activities for the territory 
it served. B'usincss enterprises located near it, and people who movc<l 
here from New York City built homes within easy walking distance 
of it. 

The influence of tl1e ideas of the new residential clement, in con
junction with the precedents set by the practical and thrifty earlier 
settlers, laid the foundations for a new and a better community. i\fany 
improvements were made. New houses were erected and were provided 
with greater conveniences tlmn the older buildings ; roads were bettered ; 
and with the passing of tl1e year 1865 the general spirit of advance
ment of a fair-sized progressive village was plainly evident. 

It was at tl1is point in the l1istory of the community tlrnt its name 
was changed from Godwinville to Ridgewood. This was done in 1866, 
following several years of agitation on tl1e part of the citizens. ,Vhilc 
the action at that time may lmve been considered as one of clrnnge of 
name only, it really lrnd a greater significance in that it marked tl1c 
birth of Ridgewood, a truly residential community with a character 
and an individuality of its own. 
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CH.APTER II 

GE?-,TER.AL DESCRIPTION .AND NATURAL FEATURES 

NAlltE 

THE name now applied to the Village and Township-Ridgewood- . 
was adopted during tl1c year 1866 ·at the suggestion of nirs. Cor

nelia Dayton, wife of William Dayton, because of its appropriateness
the Ridge of Woods on the Heights. Previous to this the settlement 
had been known as Godwinvillc, ancl had then included a portion of 
the tract called the Paramus Plains, Glen Rock, formerly known as 
Small Lots, and 1\Iidland Pat·k, formerly cilllcd Lydeckcr's 1\Iills. 

LOCATION 

Ridgcwoocl is located on the n[ain Linc of the Erie Railroad, five 
miles beyond Paterson and twenty-one miles from New York City. 

Situated in tl1c western pa1·t of Bergen County, it is bounded on 
the north by Ho-Ho-Kus Townsl1ip, on the soutl1 by the Borough of 
Glen Rock and by Sadcllc River Township, on the cast by tl1c Saddle 
River, and on the west by the Borough of nridland Park, by Franklin 
Township, and by Passaic County. 

APPEARA.'WE 

The Village lies in tl1c foothills of the Wntehung ancl t.lic Ramapo 
1\[ountains, at an elevation at some points of tl1rcc hundred feet. This 
environment is responsible for its remarkable diversity of scenery and 
the gi;cat natural beauty of its rolling surface ancl wooded heights, while 
the lack of factories and a universal plan of building l1omes on grounds 
of ample dimensions furtl1cr enhances its attractiveness. 

The Janel dips and curves-here only a gentle eminence, there a 
rommanding, tree-crowned l1cight overlooking almost the entire county, 
from whence on clear days al'e visible the spires of 11111£ a dozen cities, 
and at night tlic myriad 1igl1ts of New York. 

Less tlmn lrnlf a mile cast of the railroad station the Janel for quite 
a distance is apparently almost level. Elsewhere tlicrc arc slmcly clclls 
and sl1cltercd nooks. 

The elcm·-watcrccl ln·ook Tio-Ho-Kus meanclcrs through tlic Village 
not fa1• from its center, and, fnrtl1cr on along its eastern lionndary, 
tlicrc flows the largc1· stream whicl1 gives to this part of tl1c country 
tl1c nnmc of Saddle River Valley. Eacl1 of tllcsc strrams adds to the 
dominant ancl distinctive clmrnctcrislic of Rhlgcwoorl-vnriccl pictur
esqueness. 

The Village is liuilt up on both sides of tl1c tracks of tl1c mnin 
line of the Eric Raih-oncl. 'rhc prineinal husincss section, J1owcvcr. is 
on tl1c cnst side within two hlocks of tl1c rnilroncl stntion. and the 
majority of the chmchcs and of tl1e schools arc nlso on tlmt sicln. This 
inequality in the clist.rilmt.ion of act.ivitieR is. clue to an earlic1· and 
greater development of real csfatc on the one side of the Village. Dur-
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ing the past two years, however, tl1c growth has been quite equally 
divided between tl1c cast and west sides. 

SOIL 

'l'hc soil of Ridgewood and of its vicinity is in general porous, and 
has always been known as exceedingly fertile and susceptible of a high 
degree of cultivation. In some localities clay of a heavy nature pre
dominates, while in others sand abounds. Very little gravel is found. 

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 

One of the greatest factors contributing to Ridgcwood's develop
ment is the salubrity of its climate. The breezes which sweep over the 
Paramus Higl1lancls and across the Paramus Plains, as two sections of 
the community were called of old, have long been known to be dry and 
bracing and free from the linrslmcss and humidity of salt air common 
to localities near tl1c sen-coast. Also during the summer months the 
breezes from the Passaic Y11llcy, on the south and southwest of the 
Village, arc particularly cool and refreshing. 

ROADS AND HIGHWAYS 

The roads passing through Ridgewood, before its existence as• a 
community, formed a part of the main arteries of travel in this section 
of tl1c country. 

As tl1cy l10ld the same relative positions at the present time, it is 
felt that a better understanding of their situation and development will 
he obtained if they arc considered and described not purely from a 
local standpoint but ra1licr in connection with the routes of which the? 
were or arc a part, with mention of such subsequent changes as resulted 
when these l1igl1ways passed through tl1c confines of the locality. 

II obokcn-Goshcn Stage Route 
Starting at Arcola, r1111niJ{g parallel with the castcm boundary line 

of Ridgewood Townsl1ip, curving to the west as it enters the north
eastcm portion of Ridgewood, and ending at tl1e Paramus Chm-ch, the 
Paramus Road formed a part of tl1c old stage route between Hoboken 
and Goshen. 

Upon leaving the Pni·amus Churcl1, tl1c driver lmd the cl1oirc either 
of continuing along the ,vest Saddle River Road· and tl1cn turning 
west, going over the old road along tl1c race-track to Ho-Ho-Kus, or 
of passing througlt Harrison Avenue. formerly called Libby Lane, to 
:Mnnlc Avenue and thence to Ho-Ho-Kus. 

The stage route was marked by brown stones set a mile apart, each 
one giving the number of miles from Hoboken. One of these stones 
formerly indicating the r()gular route now stands in front of the resi
dence of George Berdan on 'IIanison Avenue; while two arc still stand
ing on Paramus Road·, one on tl1c cast side of the 1·oad nca1· tl1c barn 
on the farm of Alctta Van Dien, oc'r.upicd by l\fr. Paxton, and the 
other on the same· side of the road in front of the Pell farm, now 
owned by Mr. Charles S. Chapman. · 
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Po111plu11-Ilobokmr Jlighway 

Starting at Pompton untl entering Riclgcwoocl on the west side, this 
highway made a detour to the north and then to the cast across the 
townsl1ip until it intersected the Paramus Road, down which the route 
to Hoboken was continued. This.road was assoeiated with historic events 
in the dayl:! of the Revolution. . 

This thoroughfare is also· referred to as the 1·oad from Newtown 
('Vortendyke) to Paramus, the road from Uodwinville to Paramus, and 
the road from Lydecker's l\lills to Paramus, and was commonly called 
Godwinvillc Road. At the present time, within the limits of Ridge
wood, it is known as Godwin Avenue and ·west and East Ridgewood 
Avenues. 

Jloppcrlown-Palcrson T11n1pikc 

In the early clays the traveler was forced to tnke a roundabout 
way to reach Paterson, using what was known as the Hoppcrtown
Patcrson Tim1pike. 

Leaving I-Ioppcrtown (now Ho-Ho-Kmi), the route followed tl1e liigl1-
way now known as l\faple Avenue as far as the present Ridgewood 
Avenue. Continuing along ·west Ridgewood aml Godwin Avenues to 
the beginning of Lincoln Avenue (then called Cherry Lane, from tlle 
fact that both sides of the road was lined with wild cherry trees). it 
followed this road in a southerly course through tlie soutltwcstcm 
portion of the Village to its intersection with the olcl ,Vagaraw Road 
at the Passaic River, where i\Ioll'nt's Bridge is now located. It then 
turned westwartl 1o :\Ionow's :\fills (now Hawtl1ome i\fills) at the 
head of the Gollle Hoad and thence through North l\fain Street into 
Paterson. 

During 1l1e forties. efforts were nrnclc to shorten the distance nearly 
one-lrnlf hy stmightening foe 1·oud from Hoppcrtown and h,\' ear1·yi11g it 
across Ridgewood Avenue, where the Ronelere Honse now stands, to 
follow the present geneml course of i\Iaple Avenue into Paterson. 

'J'he petitioners for this improvement were successful, l10weYer, in 
establishing only tl1e p1·csent lines of the road as far as tl1c Harris
town Road below Ferndale. 'l'hc route then followed the road to Lin
coln AYenue just soutl1 of tlle Diamond Bridge, rontinuing as before 
by way of i\Iorrow's l\fills into Paterson. In tl1e summertime and at 
low water, it was possibk for a tmvelcr 1o shorten his route somewhat 
by fording the Passaic River at the foot of Lincoln Avenue, a little 
cast of l\Ioll'at 's Bridge. 

The present route was finally established after repeated efforts rna<le 
during the fifties, and tl1e ,vag-araw B1·idge was constrnctecl over the 
Passaic Rh·cr :it A l~·cn 's i\fill, cmmrL•ting tl1c road with Rivci· Street 
in Paterson. 

The latest improvement 1o this thoroughfare, consisting of an 
amasitc pavement from curh to curb, twenty-five feet wide, from the 
soutl1em honncla1•y line of the Yilh!!!e at Glen Rock to :\Icndow Brook 
Avenue. and twenty-eight feet wide from that point 1101·th to the 
I-Io-Ho-Kus line, was c•omplctecl during 1!J1!i as the result, of cont.inned 
efforts on the part of f01·111er Freelwlcler Isaac B. Hutton, former Com-
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missioner Frederick Pfeiffer, County Engineer Ralph D. Earle, Jr., and 
the present Commissioner, Dr. J. B. Hopper. The efforts of these 
ofiieials were ably Nccondcrl by the property owners along its route, 
who with few cxceptionN ngrcerl to pn~· thp l'Xtrn cost of widening the 
road from twenty-live lo twenty-eight feet where necessary and to place 
curbs where the properties were wit hont them. 

Uu/Jlc Huacl 

The Gollle Hoad, separating the southwestem part of Ridgewood 
from Franklin '.l'owuship, takes its name from the Dutch '' de Gaff cl,'' 
which in that language meant '"rhc Fork" and refers to the fork 
where the ancient Indian trails separated about two miles northeast 
of Paterson, one continuing along the present Gofllc Road and the othc1• 
following tl1c route of the old ,vagaraw Road. 

Originally this road followed a comse :,;tarting at the termination 
of North :i\lain Street, Paterson, and continuing along the northern 
bank of the Passaic River until ilN intersection with the old \Vagaraw 
Hoad. Jlet·c it turned, following a com•i,;e through tl1c northern por
tion of :i\Tanchcstcr '.l'uwnship, Passaic County, until it reached the 
place called Van Winkle. 'l'herc it intersected a road leading to Pomp
ton. At 1he present time it continues from that point, following a 
course parallel to the Golllc Brook until it reaehcs its termination at 
Godwin Avenue in :i\Iillland Park, just outside the boundary of Riclge-
,rnocl. · 

Ooclwinvillc-Ilackc11sack Roarl 

Starting on the south side of Godwin Avenue, this l1igl1way in 
Ridgewood is now known as .Ackerman A Ycnue. l~ollowing along the 
west side of the Saddle Rh·er, in the earlier clays, it gave the residents 
on that side of the 1frcr a direct route to Hackensack. 

Late1· a bridge was constructed oycr the Saddle River at Arcola 
( formerly Red :i\lilli,;), thercbr enabling the trarnler, by ct·ossing the 
river at that point, 1.o continue to Hackensack along the route of the 
old Hoboken-Goshen Stage Linc. 

Fmnklin 'l.'11r11pikc 
Estnblishcd during the sixties and starling near the Paramus 

Uhurch, thii,; road co111inucs towards Ho-Ho-Kus until it meets and 
Joins the ol<l road running along the race-tr:ick int·o Ho-Ho-Kus. 
After passing t.hrough that village it follows ncarlr the course of the 
J~ric Railroad through 1\llencli1lc, cast of Ramsey and :i\fnhwah, to 
Suffern. 

S11111ll Lois Roarl 
Prospect Street, south of :i\[aplc 1henuc, was formerly known as 

tl1c highway lcncli11g to Smull Lots ( Glen Rock). 

Rock Roarl 
Porming a pal't of its southern homlllary near the grounds of the 

Ridgewood Country Club, this road is one of the oldest in the vicinity 
of the Village of Ridgewood. 
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Starting at the Gofile Rond und extending through the Borough of 
Glen Rock, it passes.the grcut rock of stone located in thnt municipality, 
from which it derives its name, and joins the old Goclwinvillc-Hacken
sack Road (Ackerman Avenue). It wns first used ns a connecting link 
by the Indians in their tmils· leading from tl1e Ponds (Pompton) and 
the Ramupos to Arcola and Hackensack. 

!'LANT Ll~'E 

'fhc variety of wild flowers and plant life which abound in Ridge
.wood and its vicinity is remarkable. Yet, strange to say, few are 
sufficiently interested to look up the names of the wild flowers and 
to note their wonderful adaptability to their surroundings. To them 
the gate of nature's garden is closed. 'l'hcy miss the fascination of 
color and grace of form, the schemes of this plant for cross fertiliza
tion purposes or the indolence of that and its consequent downward 
trend in the scale of plant life. 

Who would think of looking for wild flowers in the midclle of 
Fcbruary1 Yet within two miles of the station may be found the 
spathe of the Slnmk Cubbage exquisitely blotched with shades of crim
son and purple on u cream ground, possibly pushing its way up through 
the snow. Within quite recent years on the embankment near the sta
tion the deHcate, modest Hcpaticu might be found in early spring, in 
shades running from deep blue tu ahnost white; and the Wild Gel'll
nium, Claytonia or Spring Beauty, Adder's 'l'onguc, and the quaint little 
Dutchman's Breeches abound in our woods und by the wayside. Those 
who know where to look may yet find the wax-like flower of the '!'railing 
Arbutus with its exotic perfume, or may explore the rocl.-y und wooded 
haunts where the rather rare orchid known us Lady's Slipper luxuriates, 
raising its head of exquisite form and shaded coloring to the wonder
ing eyes of the finder. 

There arc localities, too, within easy walking distance, where the 
burnished gold of the Marsh l\Inrigold in its fuyoritc swamp makes 
such places in the early }\fay morning look aurifcrous, as if the sun 
were drawing t.lic precious metal already refined from tl1c recesses of 
the earth. A little Inter in the month the eye is delighted with u 
profusion of Wild Azalea in shades of vivid pink, and near it is found 
the }\fountain Lame], its cup-like blossoms more delicately tinted than 
Dresden. Chinn, the stamen caught back until by a quick release the 
pollen is scattered for fertilization. 

In the low-lying sedgy ground of many a meadow, the flowering 
grasses make a carpet, with golden buttercups and the gracefully-sway
ing Purple Iris marking a pattern. One need not wait long in such 
11. place to sec the flash of the red-winged blackbird or to hear his 
familiar call. Later will be found on similar ground Blue Lobclia, 
Tall l\Ieadow Rue, Grass of Parnassus, the carnivorous Pitchc1· Plant, 
and Indian Paint Brush, the Yermillion paint still on it: 

The thrill in finding tlic Yellow Orchid or its sister, the Purple 
Orchid, is quite worth the patient hunt for them. That orange mass 
of tangle in the bush is Angel's Hair or Dodder, a parasite deprived 
by nature of its leaves as punishment for its degenerate mode of life. 
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Among other parasites frequenting this section may be mentioned 
Broom-rape, the cl1arming Pink Gerardi!.\, which has not gone far on 
the downward path, and Indian Pipe or ffnost-flower, a hardened sinner, 
colorless yet beautiful in its degradation. 

Tl1e exquisite J cwcl-wccd, it8 orange flowers suspended horizontnlly, 
haunts a running brook, 11nd in the nearby marsh may be found the 
beautiful spikes of J:>ickcrcl-wccd. '.l'l1c very showy orange Butterfly
weed and its more common cousin, purple :Milkweed, arc by no means 
strangers, the pods of the latter with their silky seed-tufts making a 
charming house decoration in the Fall. As summer wanes, come the 
purple Iron-weed, the magenta Joe-Pye weed towering six to eight 
feet high, the Goldenrods in endless variety, and, one of the last yet 
one of the most beautiful, the Fringed Gentian, with its flowcrs-

"Jllnc~hl11c-11s if thnt skv let fnll 
.A llnwrr from its ccru1emi wn) I." 

It is not possible in a book of this natlll·e to describe even super
Jicially the beauty of form and color, the modest grace or brazen 
effrontery and, above all, the ingenuity displayed in sclf-pc1·pctuation 
of ou1· neighbors, the wild flowers. It is hoped that the appended list 
will perhaps give the incentive to anyone enthusiastic enough to take 
a trn111p at the right seasons and in the right direction to cultivate tl1e 
friendship of these charming fellow-residents . 

.!!'ems of many beautiful varieties arc to be found in great abun
dance in the woods or dump places, while for those interested in Fungi, 
Hidgcwood provides a fruitful field for research. 

'l'hcre is another phase of plant life to which Ridgewood is admir
ably adapted both by the nature of its soil and by its location; namely, 
horticulture. 'l'hc wave of enthusiasm for garden work which lms in 
recent years spread over the country has left its deep impression here. 
'l'l1c climatic conditions, save in an exceptional year, arc favorable for 
even semi-hardy plants. From early spring wl1cn Pansies, Tulips, 
Hyacinths and Narcissuscs brighten our gardens with splashes of color, 
until the autumn frosts cut down the Dal11ias, Cosmos, and Chrysan
themums, we have a long succession of rosthctic beauty most pleasing 
to the eye. Of utilitarian value arc the early lettuce, peas and beans; 
indeed many of om· gardens yield enough vegetables for the household 
<luring the wl1olc summer, to say notl1ing of gifts to neighbors or stores 
laid by for the winter. 'l'l1erc is no corn so sweet as that which you 
have planted and l1ocd yourself. The Garden Club is demonstrating 
this fact to a remarkable degree, both in theory and in practice. Men 
need only to be told that the early morning when the air is fresh 
and sweet and full of the songs of birds is the time to rest one's 
nerves and exercise one's muscles in the garden, when many of them 
try it out and become convcricd. The scmi-amrnnl exhibitions given 
by the Club increasingly dc11w11stratc the degree of success which an 
amateur may attain, even though he spends liis clays in the city. 

Our soil is well suited for both Roses ancl Dahlias and produces 
some wonderful flowers .in these two varieties. l\Iore beautiful flowers 
arc seldom seen tlmn the Roses and Dahlias at the spring and fall 
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exhibitions of the Ridgewood Garden Club. Tl1csc cxl1ibitions provide 
tl1c requisite incentive for producing the best that can be grown and 
afford opportunity for the interchange by members of ideas and infor
mation of much value, as evidenced by the improvement in numerous 
gardens in the Yillnge. The Gard<'n Club docs not forget the sick. 
Regularly during the season a committee appointed for the purpose 
collects and distributes to the 11earby hospitals such flowers as are 
obtainable. It has further adopted the plan of offering a prize for 
children at its Plower Show for the best bouquet of wild flowers, and 
has thereby created considerable interest among the young people. 

To enumerate the Jlowcrs, shl'Ubs and vegetables which can be grown 
here would mean almost a recapitulation of auy complete catalog. -It 
will be of interest to many, however, to know what wild flowers may 
be found in the vicinity. 'l'hc followiug list, not fully complete, ill 
accordingly given : 
Agrimony (,\grimonilt hirsula) 
Alum Root ( Ueuchcm Amcrii,n tm) 
American Brooklime (\'emnic,i Ameri-

cana) · 
American Pcnnyroynl ( flc1lt•111111i pulegi• 

oides) 
Anemone, Rue (Symlesmon lhnliclroiclc•a) 
Anemone, Wood (,\11e1110111, r1ni1111ncfolilq 
,\rlmtus, 'frailing (Epign,it Hepens) 
.Arrow-arum, Green (l>clinmlrn Vir-
. ginica) 
Arrow-bend ( Sngittaria lal-ifolin) 
Arrow .Wood (Viburnum pubcscens) 
.Azalea, Pink (Azalea nudillom) 
.Aznlcn, White Sw11111p (,\znlca ,·iscos1t) 
Aster, Blue ( Aster cordifolius) 
• .\ster, Pointed-lea\'ed ( Aster ncmninatns) 
Aster, Purple ( Aster pntens) 
Aster, · Stiff-lca,·cd (Ionnctis Vinnrii-

folius) 
Aster, White Heath ( Aster ericnicles) 
Aster, \Vood (Aster dirnricnlns) 
Jlnneherry, White (,\ct,e,i Alim) 
Ilnrberry (Ilcrbcris vulgnris) 
llnsil (Cnl1tmintlm Clinopodium) 
Bt!nrcl-tongue, l~oxglo,·c ( Pentstemon 

di,,itnlis) 
llecclulrops, Fulse (Hypopitis Hypopitis) 
llcllwort (Uvul1tria l'crfoli1tbt) 
Bittersweet (Cclnstrus scnndcns) 
lllnckbcrry, High (Rubus \'illosus) 
lllnck!Jcrry, Running Swnmp (Rulms 

hispidus) 
Jlluck Cohosh ( Cimicifugct rnccmos1t) 
lllnck-eyc,I Susnn ( lludhcckitt hirbt) 
Hinck Hnw (Viburnum prunifolium) 
Bloodroot (Snnguinnrin Cnnndensis) 
Bhtcbct-r~· (Vnccinium Pc1msylmnicum) 
Blueberry, Swnmp (Vnccinimn corym-

bosum) 
Bluets (Houstonia crr,rulc1t) 
Blue-eyed Grnss ( Sisyriuchium nngusti

folium) 

Hine Limu·i,, ( Litmri<L C11111tdc,11sisJ 
Bluewccd ( Echinm Ynlgnrc) 
l!onesct (Enputorium perfolinlum) 
Jlouncing Bet ( Suponnrict ollicinnli•J 
llroom-rnpc ('I hnlcsiit unillom) 
llnckbcnn p1 .. 11ynnthcs lrifnlinlct) 
JJ11ckwhr.nt. ('J i111l,i11g Fnl!-ii~ ( Polygnn11111 

scnnrlens) 
llnrdock (Ardinm minus) 
llur-mnrigolcl ( Hi dens frnn,losct) 
Bur-mnrigolcl, larger (Jlillens Im,·is) 
Buttercups in vnricty (Hununculus) 
lint f.,rfly-wcoe1l ( ,\sclcpins tul,crosCL) 
llulton-hush (Cc,phnlnnllms occid1!11l11lis) 
Cnmpion, lJlntldcr (Silmie ,·ulg-nris) 
Cumpion, Slurry (Silcnc Sl,•llntn) 
Cnneer-root, one-flowered ( Aph~·llon Uni-

llormn) 
Cnnlinnl Flower (Lohelin c1mli11111is) 
Cnrrion 1:Jower (Smilax. lwrlmce1L) 
C'alnip (N<'pel1t catnrin.) 
Celmuline (Clu,lidonitttn mnjns) 
('hnmnmilc (Anthem is coluln) 
Chicory ( Chic11ritm1 Jnlyhns) · 
Chick we.,,! ( Alsinc nw,lin) 
Chokcu,•rr~· ( Aronict nrhutifnlia J . 
Chokc-chPrr>· ( Pr111111s Virg:i11in11n) 
Cim1ne£nil, C'ml1111on ( J•oh•11till11. ('nun-
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densis) 
Cinquefoil, Shruuhy ( l'otcnlill<L frucli-

cosa) 
Citronella ( Collinsoni,i Canndcnsis) 
Cleavers (Gnlium Apnrinc) 
Clcm1ttis (Clematis Viri:ini1tna) 
CloYcr, Ruuhit's•foot (Trifolium nrvcusc) 
Clo,·er, Red ('l'rifolimn prntcnsc) 
Clo,·er, White (Trifolittm repcus) 
Clo1·cr, White Sweet (;\fclilotus nlhn) 
Clo,·cr, Yel101v (Trifolium 1tgrnrium J 
l'lo,·er, Yellow Sweet (:\Tclilotus nflici· 

nalis) 
Cnckspttr Thorn (Crnlicgus Crus-Gnlli) 
Colmnhinc (Aquilegia C'nnnrlcnsis) 
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C:ornl-root ( Cornllorhizn. multiflorn) 
Corn-cockle ( i\grosfommn Githngn) 
Crnnbarry (Oxycoceus ::\lni,rocnrpus) 
Crinklaroot ( Dcntnrin Diphylht) 
l'uh-crs Root ( Leptnndrn Yirginii,n.) 
Dnisy, Ji'fo)d ( f'h1·y~1111U11't11t1111 Lellt'llll· 

t.lw11111111) 
Duisy ·Flcnhmw (Erige1·011 11111111s) 
Dnndelion ('Tnrnxncnm T11rux11e11111) 
1Jny-1''Jowcr (Co111111clinn ,·irµiuit•n) 
Dcer-grnss (Hl1cxin Virgi11icn) 
Dewberry ( Huhus C'1111111l1'11sis) 
Dodder ( Cuscn{IL Grnuu.-ii) 
Doghnnc, SprencJing (.:\1,ocyrmm n111lro

""'"' ifoli11111) 
llogwrn1cl, Fluw1iring (Corum, flori,ln) 
lloh"\\"uutl, l>n.uiclctl (Coruns cu11ditlis

sir1111) 
IJogwoo•I, lfo•I Osii,r (Coruus Stolonifcrn) 
1J11lcJ111u111's Jlrc.,i,Jws (llimwulln l.'ncnl-

lnrin) 
El1IL•r (S11111IJ11cus Cnun1lt•11!-<is) 
1•:,·e11i11g l1rimr1•~r. (Onu~r11l1i1•1111ht) 
1,:,·,~rl11sti11g- ( .:\unphnlis 111arµaritn1•rn) 
l•'irH-Wt11!d (Clin111w1wri1m 1111gustif11li11111) 
Flug ( Iris ,·1i1·sicolor) 
Flux ( Li1111111 11sitnth•si11111111) 
Forg-1•t-1111~-110L ( )lyo!-!olis pn Just.ris) 
Fox~lon!, 811100th J•"nlsc ( IJnsystmnn 

llnrn) 
Frost-wee•! (Heli11n1,liem11111 Cnun•lcnsc) 
C:.-11tin11, C'los,!cl (C:c11tin11n .. Auch·m,·sii) 
<:entinn, Fri11;.r1•1l (Gc•ntinnn. crinitn) 
lit?rnni11111, \\'ilcl (G1•rn11i11111 mucnlntum) 
( :ernr11in. ( G1•rnr1lin. p11r(111r1•n) 
Uill-n,·er-thc-Grot1111I (Glt•comiL hl',}t.•ra-

ccn) 
f:i11_g-1!l", \\'iltt ( .:\r-;nr11111 Cnnn1le11f:it!) 
(:i11~1•11g. Dwnrf ( Pnnnx trifoli11111) 
flol•lcn · cor·~·•lnlia ( Cnp11ni•les lllll'l!llln) 
C:olcltm 1:nµ-wort ( SP11t>cio n111·t!IIS) 
nnl1l1m-rod in vnrit.•L,v (801i1lngo) 
ffrnpr, Fox ( Vi tis Lahrusca.) 
f:rnp••, J,'rost or Chicken (Yilis Cordi

folin) 
Grn~s of Pnrnnssus ( Parnnssin Cnro-

lininrnt) · 
ffr1•nt lh11·1wt ( Pofa!li11111 CnmulPmm) 
Grc11111d Clwrry ( l1h)•r,;nlis Virgininnn) 
Gro1111cl-1111t ( Apios .l\pio~) 
JlnwkwPticl 1·11iernei11111 nurnnt.incum) 
llelld,orc, Am,•ricnn While (Vernlrmn 

viri<le) 
Hcpntic1t (lfopnticn Tfopnti••n.) 
llo11uysnckl••· llush ( Dim·,·illrL Di••n·illn) 
Iloiw,,·suckle, Common (Lonir:.H'tt Cnpri-

fnlium) 
ITone~·suckle, Tr111111wt (Loniccrn Sl'lll]ICI"· 

vir,•ns) 
HnckJt.11errJ·, llln,·k (Gnyl11ss11ci1t Hcsi-

11os11) 
lf11rkleht1rry, 8,11rnw (Yncci11i11111 Rtnmi• 

nmun) 

J1111in11 C:ncm11licr-ront ()fcdcol1t Virgi-
11in1111) 

J11•li11n-Pniulbrnsh (Custillcjn Cocci11c11) 
rurlinn-Pipo (:.\fonotropn. nniflom) 
I ndinn-Tohncco (Loliclin. inllntn) 
ln<lign, Wild (Ilnptisiit tiuctorin) 
lrun~wce1l ( Veruoniu. Novcbornccnsis) 
J,·r. l'oi~IHI (Hims rnclicnns) 
,Jnck-in-tlw-l'nl[lit ( ,\risn•llln. triphyllmn) 
,lcwel-we••d (l111pntic11s hillom) 
.Jnc-Pyc Wcc•l ( .Eupntorinm pnrpurcnm) 
Knotwcctl ( llo)yuonum Pennsvlvnnicum) 
I..ndics1 Trt•ssr.s (Gyrostnchys "'cernun) 
Lnrly's Slipper (Cypripe•li11111 11c11nlc) 
Lnur••I, ::\lnunlnin ( l,nlmin lntifolin) 
Ln11rt!l, Sht'f?J> ( Knlmin nngustifolin)' 
L••.ll11cc, \\"ihl (L,wt11,,:1 Cn11ndcnsis) 
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f,lly-of-t11e-\'1illey, Fnlsc (Unifollurn 
Cn11mle11se) 

Lil~·, nrnngc (Tfo1111'roc11llis fuh·n.) 
Lily. Turk's Cnp (Lilimn s11pcrb11m) 
Lil~·, Trout ( Erythronim11 ,\mcric111111111) 
Lily, While l'und (Cnstnlill odorntn) 
Lil.,·. \\"nod ( Lilium l'hilndelphicum) 
Lil.,·, Y,•llnw ( Li limn Cn11ndc11sc) 
Lil,v. \",,Jlnw 1'11111I ( Xy111pl111'11 nrlvc11n) 
Li1111's-fo11t (Xnl111l11s llllnrs) 
J.h·,•-fnl'l"·"r (~ed11111 T1•lephi11111) 
J.ohelin, Grt•nt ( Lnhdht syphiliticn.) 
l400!-ll1~trif,,, \\'horl11cl (Lvsimnchin. qunclri• 

rulin) • 
L11oscstrif1~, Yt>llow (Lysjmnchill tcrrt!• 

stris) 
l,upirll'."\\"il•l (Lupiuus pcrcn11is) 
)l111·sh-::\lnrigold ( Cnlllut pnlustris) 
)lny Apple (l'odophJ·lh1111 pcltntum) 
)l1•n•loll'-ru,•, Tnll (Thnlictrum pnl,,·· 

#,!'Hlllllll) 
:\l1•rnlow-swcet (Spirii•n sn1icifolin.) 
~lilkwec•I, in rnrict~- (Asclcpins) 
~Ii lkwort, ('0111111011 ( Polygnln. viri<IP~-

t•cns) 
)l!lkwnrt-, Fringed (Polygnln. p1111eifolin) 
~l1lkwort. Hncmnccl (Polyg-nla polygurnn) 
)li11t (::\l••11l11n. C'nnndl!lrsis) 
~lilr·••w• .. ·t. Fnlsc (Tinrclltt cordifolin) 
](fJJlkt•)'•llnwt'r ()li11111l11s ring-ens) 
~Joc111s1>t•cl (:'tfN1i~11er11111m Cnnndcnse) 
Jllurning•Glnry, White (J]IOIIHCIL pnn-

1htmln) 
)lnrn!ng- Glory, Wil•l (Convoh-11111, 

~ep111111} 
::\lotlwrwort (Leo11urns Cnr•lincu) 
lllullein, Gi1111t (Ycrhnscum 'fhn.psus) 
lll111lei11. )lolh (Yerhnscum Illnttnritl) 
lllnslnr•l (Jlrnssicn. nigrn.) 
New ,TersoJ· Ten (Ccnnotlms Amcrionnus) 
Nightshndo (f;olnnum Dulcnmnrn) 
:1'.11nhh•-Knte (Siayos n11gnln.tus) 
01·n11gn <1J'nf-'A (Ilypericmn nuclicttu1e) 
Orchis, l'nrplc (Hnh1•11nrin pcrnmwnn.) 
Orchis. Purple l'ringcrl (Tlnucnnrin psy-

coilcs) 
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Orchis, Yellow (Ilnhcrmrin cilinris) 
Pnrsnip, Wild (Pnstinncn snlivn) 
l'nrtridge Vine ( 1\Iitchelln repcns) 
l'cnnut, Ilog (Fnlcntn. comosn.) 
Pepperbush, Sweet (Clethrn. nlnifoliR) 
Peppermint (1\fenth1t piperitn.) 
Pickerel-weed ( Pontederin cordn tn) 
Piuk, Deptforcl (Dinuthus ,\rmcrin) 
Pink, Grnss (Limodorum tubcrosum) 
Pink, ·wild (Silenc l'nrolininnn) 
Pipsissewa. (Chimnphiln. umbellntn) 
l'ipsissewn, Spotted (Chimnphihi mneu-

lntn.) 
Pitcher-plnnt (Snrrnccuen purpuren) 
l'ogonin, Rose ( l'ogouiti ophioglossoides) 
Pokcwcecl (Phytolnccn. dccnudrn) 
Prickly l'cnr (Opuntin. Opuntin) 
Queen • .\nne's Lnce (Dnucus Cnrotn) 
Hnspberry, Purple !~lowering ( Ru bus 

odorntus) 
Tinttle-box ( Crotn.lnrin. Sngittnlis) 
1Cnttlesn1tke l'lautnin (Peramium repens) 
Hhotlorn ( Rhoclotn Cnnndensis) 
Hobiu's l'lnntnin (Erigerou pulchellus) 
Hose, Swnmp (Rosn Cnroliun) 
Hose, Wild (Hosn humilis) 
Snint ,Tohn's-wort ( Hyperienm perfom-

tum) 
Snrsnpnrilln, Wilt! (Arnlin mulicaulis) 
Snxifrngc (Snxifrngn. Virginieusis) 
!-'nxif1:ngc Swamp (Saxifrngn l'eunsyl-

,·nmcn) 
So,Jf-Henl ( l'runelln Yulgnris) 
Sensitive Pen (Cnssin nictitnns) 
Service-flerry ( Amelnnchier Canaclensis) 
8hnd-Ilush ( Amelnnchier Rotrynpium) 
Shin-lenf. (l'yroln. ellipticn) 
Silver-rod (Solidngo bicolor) 
Skullcnp (Scutellnrin lntcriflorn) 
Skunk Cnbhnge (Spnthyemn. f<etidn) 
Snnkeroot, White (Eupntorium ngern-

toides) 
Rncczewood (Helenium nutumnnle) 
Solomon's Sen!, Fnlse (Vngnern. rnce

mosn) 
Solomon's Sen!, True (Polygonntum 

biflorum) 
Rpenrmint (1\fcnthn. Spicnta) 
Speedwell, Common (Veronicn officinnlis) 
Speedwell, 'fhyme-lenvecl (Veronica scr· 

pyllifolin). 
Spice-Dush (Ilenzoin Ilenzoin) 
Spikcnnrcl (Arnlin. rncemosn) 
Spring Ilenuty (Clnytonin. Virginicn) 
Spurge (Euphorbin corollntn.) 
Steeplebush ( Spirren. tomentosn) 
Strnwberry, Wild (Frngnrin. Virgininnn) 
Strnwberry, Ilnrren (Wnldsteinin. frn• 

gnrioi<lcs) 
Sumneh, Poison (Rims Vernix) 
Sumnch, Stn.ghorn (Rhus hirtn) 
Sundew (Drosern) 
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Sunucw, Hound-len\'ed ( Drosem rotundi-
fulin) 

S1111clrops (Kncillin fruclicosn) 
Sunllower, Wilcl (Hclinntlms gignnteus) 
Tansy (Tnnncctum vulgnrc) 
Tenr-thumb, Arrow-lc1u·e1l ( l'olygonum 

sngittntum) 
Tcnr-thumh, J111lhcT1l-lc11\'e1l ( l'olygonum 

Arifolium) 
Thistles in ,·nridy (Cnr,hrns) 
Thurn ,\pple ( Dnturn Strumonium) 
Tick-trefoil ()leihomin L'n11111lensis) 
'foncl-flnx (Linnrin. Linnrin) 
Trillium, Noclding ('Jrillium cernuum) 
Trumpet-tlower (Tecumn rnclicnns) 
Turtle-hencl ( Cl1elone glnbrn) 
Venus' Looking-glnss (Lcgnnzin. per-

folintn) 
Vervnin, llluc (Ycrbc1m huslnln) 
Vervnin, J<,uropenn (Verbenn. ofliciunlis) 
Vetch, Purple (Viein. Crnccn.) 
Viburnum, :Mnple-lcn,·ecl (Viburnum Ace-

rifolium) 
\"iolet, Blue ( Vistn) 
Violet, White (Violn Rln111ln) 
\"iolet, White-Lonee L1•nfto1I ( Violn Lnn

cmlntn) 
Violet, Yellow (Viola l'npesceus) 
Virginin. Creeper (l'arthenochumR 1p1in

•1nefolin) 
Virgin's l~ower (Atrngcne Amcricurnt) 
Wandering Jew (Trnclcscnntin. Virgini-

111111) 
Wntcrcress (Cnrclnminc bulhosn) 
Wnter Plnntnin (Alismn. l'lnntngo-

nqunticn) 
\Yintcrberry ( llc.x ,·erticillntn) 
Wintergreen (P)·roln rotumlifolin) 
Witch-Hnzel (llnmnmelis Virginitum) 
Wood Hetony ( Pediculnris Cnnndcnsis) 
Woo,1-sorrel, Yellow (Oxnlis strictn) 
Ynrrow (Achillen. millefolium) 
Yellow-Avens (Ge11111 strictum) 
Yellow Stnr-Grnss (Hypoxis hirsutn) 

FEHNS 
)J11icle11h11ir ·(Aclinntmn peclntum) 
('hristmns }'em (Aspiclium ncrosticho-

i,Jcs) 
J•:lumy Spleenwort ( Asplenium eheneum) 
Lncly Jo'ern (Asplenium Filix-fccminn.) 
Nc,w York Fern (Aspiclium N0Ycbor11-

c:ensc) 
Spinulosc Wood Fern (Aspidium Spinu

Josmn ,•nr. intcrmcclium) 
Ever!,(r<•cu Wood Fern (Aspi<limn mnr

ginnlc) 
lllnrsh Fern ( Aspiuium 'l'helyptcri•) 
Tinttlesnnkc Fern (Ilotrychium Virgini

nnum) 
Ternnte Grnpe Fern (Ilotrychium dis

sectum) 
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Jlny-sccntcd l•"crn (Dicksonio. pilosins• 
culo.) 

8cnsitive Fern ( Onocleo. scnsibilis) 
Cinnnmon ],"crn ( Osmumlo. ciunnmonen.) 
Hoynl Fern (Osmundo. rcgnlis) 
Jntcrrupted Fern (Osmund1t Clnytoni• 

unn) 
llrond Beech Fem ( Phcgoptcris 1foxu

gonoptcru) 
l'olypody (l'olypoditnn vulgure) 
llrnkc or Engle Fern (!'!eris nquilinn) 

LYCOPODIUlIS 
(Ground Pine) 

Lvcopodium htcidulum 
Lycopodium nbscurum 
1.ycoporlium el1tvo.tum 
Lycopodium complnnntum 

lIORSE-TAlL 
Dutch l:ushcs, Scouring nush (Equise

tum Jiycmnle) 
C'om111on Rorse-tnil (Equisctum urvense) 

'l'REES 01' RIDGEWOOD 

No other two syllable word or two-word combination' could so fit
tingly describe the physical characteristics of tl1is village ,as the name 
''Ridgewood.'' 1\Iost of our citizens in deciding to make· their homes 
here have been influenced, consciously or unconsciously, by the wooded 
or tree-covered ridges. 

Trees arc more indispensable to the beautifying of a city than 
architecture of the most rusthctic design. Washington, one of the most 
conspicuous examples of the city beautiful in .America, would not be 
half so beautiful without its trees. .And the trees of this village · arc 
one of the first of its featurclj to impress the stranger with tl1e de1dr0 

ability of Ridgewood as a place of residence. 
'l'he J1ealthfulness of Ridgewood, also, which is widely k1iown and 

which J1as been generally credited to the porous nature of the soil 
and Hubstrata, is in as large a measure due to the influence of the 
trees. It is claimed by the New York County l\Icdical Society that 
"an adequate number of trees in the streets is one of the most effective 
means for mitigating the intense J1cat of the summet· months and 
climiniRl1ing the death-rate among children"; and the Newark Shade 
Commission maintains that-, 

" 'l'hc large percentage of ozone in forest air and the scarcity 
of it in the treeless streets where crowded dwellings abound 
demonstrates that this tonic and recuperative clement of the air 
is due to the presence Qf trees and the lack of it to tl1cir absence. 
The air in the vicinity of trees contains less bacteria and dust 
particles tlmn docs tltc air outside of tree influence, wl1ich again 
demonstrates tliat tlrn presence of trees decreases the total atmos
pheric impurities.'' 

'l'l1e site of Ridgewood at the time of the coming of the white man 
was, no doubt, a dense forest of evergreens and deciduous trees. .At 
the present time :icrcs of forest land of a later tree growth, with here 
and there a specimen tree of the virgin forest, still remain within the 
Yillage limits and only a few minutes' walk from the railroad station. 
To one viewing Ridgewood from the crest of some of its hills, it appears 
as though the Village were bui_It in a forest; and this is actually the 
case with some of tl1e newer sections. 

Following is a list naming the forest trees of Ridgewood and vicinity 
and also, as far as known, the slmdc and ornamental trees of the 
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PAS'!.' AND l'RE,-;E.Y'I.' 

Village. 
localitr. 

'l'l1osc marked with an asterisk arc exotic to this immediate 
'!'he otl1crs arc imligcnous or 11aturnlizccl. 

Family or 
(lcuus 

f:inkgo 
Jli11es 

Lnrch 
8pruce 

Firs 
lfl'llllock 
Arh11n·i11c 

l:1!ti1HISJIOl';L 

tl1111ipcrs 

\\'ulmrls 

llickorics 

l'uplnrs 

\\'illows 

llur11lu•:1111s 

Hircl1<•s 

Ald1•r 
l}1!('Cll(!S 

Ch1•sl11uls 

Conifers 

00111111011- 'Name 
• )fni1fo11l111ir Tree 

\\'hilc l'iui, 
,le•r~ev or :-:crul.J Pinc 
l'ilcli Pine-

a .Arn;trinu Piuc 
0 ~cotch Pinc 
0 :-:wi:-.s Pirw 
0 )111µ-ho I>iue 
• llir11nlnvn11 Piuc 

Tn111nriick 
".Xorwny Spruce 
0 l'olormlo ]Hue Spruce 
• \\'hit" Sprnc" 
• Xonl111n11n's Fir 

IJ1•111lock Spruce 
• t'o11111w11 .\111Prie1111 Arlion·itn•, nm) 

,·nrit1ti1•s 
• ,Jnpnm•~u CPllnrs or ilupn,w:.;e Cr· 

JH"I'~!°' ill l':ll'i('f_\' 

H1•d t'1!tl1tr. 11111I lllllllf exotics 

IIJ11t•k l\'11l1111t 
H11tl1•r1111t 

• .lnpmu•:•H.' \\'uh111t 
Piµ1111 t or \\ ·1i itc .11 ickury 
~hn:,:l111rk 
Bitt,•r1111t 

~ C'nr11li1111 Poplar 
,\sp1•11 
Lnr~1••to1,tlwcl nspt>1t 

* Hulm or CHlt•ucl 
~ ..-\111•11~ or \\"hite Pop)nr 
0 Lo111l,nr1h· 

llln,·k \\
0

'il111w 
Y,•llm1· Willu11· 
1'11ss,· \\'illow 

0 \\'1•1•jii11g \\'illo\\' 
llup Jlor11!11•m11. lro11wo11d 
,\1111•ri<"t111 I lor11l1Pnt11. Bllll• Bct'l'h 
,\1111•ric1111 \\'hit<• Hird, 
Y,•llow Jlirch 
H1•1l Bin•h 
!'Jwrn·. Sweet or Hlm·k Jlirch 
r: rPcn· ~\MPr 
A11111ri,•nn llt•t•ch 

0 E11ropcnn ]leech 
* l•'l'rn•lcn\'rd Til•t•,·h 
* \\·rc\,ing .Beech 
• C'ut- enwd lleech 
• Copper De1i,,J1 

,\111r.ric1111 Chestnut 
(011I,,· sprouts re111ni11i11µ-} 

0 .Jiqm lll'Ne l.'l1l•Str111t. 
ll'hil<! Ouk 

29 

Scic111ific 'Name 
Snlishul'ill 11di1111tifolin 
J1 in11~ strolms 

Yirgininna 
ri~idn 
..-\ustriucn 
i,.;yh·f'stris 
ceiuhrn 
?llo11!1111n 
t•xccl~n 

T.nrix ..-\mericnruL 
Piccn t•Xct!lsa 

111111gc11s glnucn. 
nllut 

.. \J.ips Xor1Jmn1111in11n 
'l\;11~1t Cn muleusis 

Thuya uccicle11tnlis 

Cha111n•t.if pH ris 
:11111iper11s Virgi11i1111n 

J11g:Jn11s uig-rn 
l'i11en•u 
Hi1•lu1ldin11n 

] I icorin J!lu!Jrn. 
ornilL 
111i11i111u 

Pop11lt1:-1 ( '11roliiw11sis 
(rP11111loidPs 
;,!l'nt11li1f1•11tntn 
lmlsn111irc•r1L 
1111111 

~uli~
1ti;ra 

J,J11114J11 
discolor 
llnl,yl,111i,•n 

o~tr~·n ,·;rg-i11i111111 
C'11rpi1111A l'nroli11inm1 
B,•t11l1t p11p11lifolin 

lut<•n 
11ig-1·n 
!1•11111 

..-\)1111s Yil'irlis 
Fug-us ..-\111Pricn1111 

syl\·nti<•n 
,ispl1•11ifuli11 
pcuduln 
helel'nphylln 
J>tll'IJlll'l'U, 

f'n!;(U IH'll dc11tn in 
,lnpoui,•a 

(JIWJ'C11S It Jim 



RIDGE"ll'OOD, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

Family or 
Gc1111s 

Onks 

Elms 

:\[ulbcrrics 

:\[ngnolins 

Rnssn.frns 
Hnmnmclis 
T.iquidnmhn.r 
Sycnmore 

Apples 
:'llountnin Ash 

Service Berries 

f'rn.trei:ns 
Wild Re,! or 

Y.-llnw 1'111111 
l'hcrry 

Yellow-wood 
Re<l Bud 
r.Jeclitsin 
fh·mnoclml11s 
Robinia. 

Sophorn. 
Ailnnthns 
RumnchR 

Tinrning Bnsh 
:lfnples 

Oo,iunon ~..,.amc 
Swnmp White Onk 
Chestnut Onk 
Chincnpin Oak 
Pin On.k 
Red Onk 
Scn.rlet Onk 
Rinck Onk 
Benr or Scrub Onk 

• Willow Onk 
• Golden Onk 

\Vhitc or Americnu J,~lm 
Slippery Elm 

• Eni:lish Elm 
Red l\[ulbcrrv 

• Osngc Orange 
• Sweet or Swnmp Iln.y 
• C11cumber Tree 
• Chinese nml ,Tnpnucsc :'lfngnnlius in 

vn.riety 
Snssn.frns 
Wych H111.cl or Witch H111.el 
Sweet G11m 
Buttonwood 

• Plnnc Tree 
Wild Crnh Apple 

• .\mericnn :Mmmtnin .Ash 
• European ,\sh nr nownn i·rcc 

Shnd-hush 
Dwnrf ,Tune-berry 
C-ockspur 'J11orn 

Wil<l 1'!11111 
Wild Rinck Cherry 
f11oke Cherry 
)lnzznrds 

4 .Jnpnn"se \Veeping Cherry 

• Virgilin 
• ,Tmlns Tree 

JToney Locust 
• J,entuckv Coffee 'free 

Rlnck Locust 
• Cln.mmv Locust 
* -Titpnncsc Pngo<ln Tree 

** Tree of IT ciivcn 
Rtngl1or11 Smnneh 
Dwnrf Sumuch 
Poison Snmnch 
Rmooth Sttmnch 

0 .-\tnericnn Smoke Tree 
lllnck Ahler 
Smooth Winter-berry 

• Burning Bush 
Re<l or Swnmp :lfupfo 
8il,·er or Soft )fupfo 
Sngur, Rne.k or llnrd :lfnpli, 

• 8tripe1l )fuplc, or )loosewnorl 
• llox Elder or Ash-lcnvcil )fnplc, 
• Norwn~· :lluple 
* .J n pn ncsc :.\Cnplcs 
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Scic11tijic Name 
Qucrcus plutuuoiclcs 

prinus 
11rinoides 
pnlustris 
ru1,rn. 
cnccinin. 
,·eluti1111 
TII\TIIL 
phellos 
rolmr co11cnrtli1L 

Uhu11s Ameriennn 
fulvn 
cnmpcstris 

:llorus cclticlifoliu 
Toxylon pomifcrmu 
:'llngnolin gln11cn. 

ncuminntn. 

~nssnfrns snssafrns 
Hnmnmclis Viri:ininnn 
Liqui<lntnbnr styruci01111 
l'lnntnnus occidcntnlis 

oricnlnlis 
)lnlna coronnrii, 
Snrhus .Americu mt 

nncupnrin 
,\111cl1111chicr Cnnnclcnsis 

ol1ovnlis 
f'rntu-gus Crm-i-J,!nlli 

l 1r1111t1H Amcricnnn 
l'rnnu~ Eicrotinn. 

Virgininrui 
Avimn 
('ernsus J 11pon icn. 
vnr. Rosc11 Penclnln. 

('hulrnstis luten. 
C'ercis CnnndcnsiR 
r.Je,litsin trincnnthoa 
Oymnoclnd11s dioict1R 
Ilol1inht pscnclncncia 

viscoAA. 
Sophorn .lnpouicn 
Ailnnthus ~lnrulnlmm 
llhus IIirtn 

Copnllinn 
Y(ll"UiR 
glnbru 
C'otinus .Anw1·icn11a 

Th,x vcrticillnlu 
lrovigntn. 

Ruonymous ntrop11rpur1•11s 
Acr.r ruhr11111 

sncchnrinum 
snr,ihnr11m 
l'P11tt!o\yly111iic11111 
1w:,r11111l0 
plnlnnniilcs 
,Tnponicum in vnri~ty 



l•'amily or 
Genus 

.Escnlns 

l.i111lens 

Arnlin. 
Xyssn. 
BO~woods 
Persimmon 
,\sh 

Chionnnthua 
l'ntn.Jpn, 

Yi1mrn11111 

* gxutic. 
~ .. Nnt11rn1i1.e<l. 

PAST AND PRESENT 

C'ommon ·sumc 
• Whitc-Flowcrinir, Horse Chestnut 
• He<l-l'lowcring, Horse Chestnut 

,\mcricnn Linden, Bnsswood 
• Enropenn Linden 
• Crimcnn Lim1cn 

Rih·er Linden 
•• flercule• Club 

Tupelo, nlnck Gum or Peppcridge 
Flowering Dogwood 

* Persimmon 
White ,\sh 
nlnck ,\sh 

• \Vhitc Fringe 'J'rcc 
• I mlinn Benn 
• Chinese Cntn.Jpn. 
• Western Cntnlpn. 

ntnck ITnw 

Scicnlific Xamc 
.·1,scnlns Ilippoenstnnum 

Cnrnen. 
'.filin. ,\mericnnn. 

Europen. 
dMystyln, 
tomentosn. 

Arn.Jin. spinos1t 
Nyssn. sylmticn. 

· Comns Floridn. 
Diospyros Virgininnn. 
li"rnxinus ArncricnmL 

nigrn. 
Chionnnthus Virginien. 
C'ntnlpn. Bignonioides 

Dungci 
spcciosn 

Viburnum 1mmifoli11m 

BIRD LIFE OP RIDGEWOOD 

As might be expected from its beautiful location and surroundings, 
Ridgewood is very rich in bird life; and the birds will be found very 
interesting and appreciative by any one who attempts to study and 
attract them. 

Bird life varies with the seasons even more than flowers and foliage. 
In considering the "Bird Life of Ridgewood," it may be well to. divide 
them into four main classes-Permnllent Residents, Summer Residents, 
,vinter Residents, and Transients. There is another class known as 
Occasional Visitants, but its name will immediately eliminate it from 
consideration in this publication. 

By fnr the largest and best known group is that of the Summer 
Residents. Few there are of the more observant people who do not 
recognize the song and chipping sparrows, the l1ouse wren, the swallows, 
tl1e catbird, the bluebird, the robin, and perhaps one or two of the other 
th1'llsl1cs. The interest in birds, and consequently the lmowledge of 
tl1em, is becoming so much more general that there arc probably many 
Ridgewooclites who know a g1·eat many more than tl1esc. One resident 
in particular, the lntc Hcmy Hales, took an enthusiastic interest in 
bird life. He 111111le a most vnlnable collection of birds, particularly 
tl1osc of tllis locality. 'l'hrough liis 1111111;1' articles on bird life written 
for scientific 11:1pcrs, he became a recognized authority on the snb.iect. 
l\fany persons have shown their love for our feathered ·friends by plac
ing bird houses on their g1•ounds. 'l'he practice of erecting bird houses 
and nmintaining feeding stations for birds is commended to any one 
who wisl1cs to benefit his own home and the villag1i at large, and 
wl10 would enjoy many happy hours in observation i:•1.d study of these 
sl1~, :'\'Ct friendly-disposed 11cigl1bors. 

The l1ouse wren and t.l1e blue bird are undoubtedly the species most 
easily attrnc1cd by the msting box, if wc except always the English 
sparrow, which will quite unceremoniously make himself comfortable 
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in nny available plncc, whether liis presence is desired or not. Robins 
tnkc kindly to sl111llow boxes or shelYes placed iu sheltered spots and, 
if they arc not disturbed, will often become tumc enough to nest under 
the caves of tl1c piazza roof. Chipping sparrows arc \'cry fond of 
close privet hedges, grape vines and low bushes. Sometimes a song 
sparrow will be found who has the tcme1•ity to make a home in 
shrubbery not fnr from the house. 'l'hosc who live on the outskirts 
of the village and have barns with lrnylofts will ha\'c no trouble in 
attracting barn swallows, if there arc ycntilators or other openings 
through which the birds may pass in going to und from their nests. 

One may find, in wandering afield, that the possibilities arc almost 
unlimited for the careful student who is ahlc to recognize all the 
species of tl1c Summer Residents he secs. He will probalily first be 
attracted by the birds of the air-barn and tree swallows, el1imney 
swifts, and perhaps crows and hlucjays, the two lattel' being Permanent 
Residents. Down by Ho-Ho-Kus Brook, or in similar places, lie may 
sec water thrushes stepping qi.1ictly along over the pebbles on the shore. 
In tl1c busl1es nearby may be found many other kinds of warblers, 
notably black and white, yellow and hlack throated, blue, i\Iarylnnd 
yellow-throats, and .American rcdstarts. In the adjacent 1hickcts tl1c 
loud crescendo chant, '"!'cacher, tcacl1cr, teacher, teacher, teacl1c1·," 
reveals the modest ovenbird. Red-eyed vireos keep up a continual 
chatter in the ti-ccs overhead, and from 1hc thickets where the i\[ary
lnnd yellow-throats flit to and fro, may be heard the harsh call notes 
of tl1c catbird. Back in tl1c more obscure places the ·wood aml ·wnson 
thrushes hold forth with tl1cir liquid notes, particularly toward even
ing, ancl pour forth music well worth the attention of the passerby. 
Herc, 01· in still more scc,luclcd nooks, the bird lover may hear the quiet 
c,lrnckle of 1hc hlack-hillcd cuekoo or "mincrow," hut. it will 1akc 
c•areful stalking and diligent search ii' he is ;wtually to c•atch a glimpse 
of the author of the no1cs. .At a wide spot in the brook or o,·cw some 
ice pond he may sec a kingfisher poised for a sudden dive as an un
Huspecting "sunny" comes to the surface within the scope or liis keen 
vision; or lie may hear Mm clatter noisily as he flies ovcl'11eacl to seek 
new pools for investigation, the bright blue and wl1itc flashing bril
liantly against the darker foliage. 

Out in the open fields a medley made up of many voices will fall 
upon the listener's cars. A little practice, however, will· enable him 
to distinguish tl1e whistle of the meadowlark, the similar and yet dif
ferent thrills of tl1c chipping and field sparrows, the "chcrink" of 
tlic ehewink or towhee, and many other characteristic hird calls and 
songs. Perhaps in the top of a tree in tl1c middle of the field will he 
a brown tl1rasher pouring forth a varied, but far from unpleasant, 
jumble of notes. If it is well on toward millsummcr, he may catch 
tl1c flasl1 of yellow and lilack as a goldfinch, or more often a flock of 
them, passes over with a jerky and umlulating flight. 

If, as frcqu:cntly is tl1e case, the field slopes down to a marsl1y spot. 
with wild flags, arrowhead and cat-tails, he will find any quantity of 
red-winged blackbirds flying hack anc1 for~h or cireling ovcrhcacl utter
ing their distinctive "conk-err-ee-c." JI~rc,,also he may fiml _the less 
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conspicuous rusty blackbird or the larger and more higlily tinted purple 
grackle, although these two arc more often found in dl'icr locations. 

At any time on an open country road the wayfarer may start up 
inconspicuous birds that fly uhcud along the fences and disclose white 
outer tail feathers, the characteristic mark of tl1c vesper sparrow. In 
the trees along the roadside a Hush of black and orange will betray 
the Baltimore oriole, whose nest is suspended from the very tip of 
one of the lrnmchcs. ll'lying over the roud to his hole in n telcgrapl1 
pole or hollow tree in 1111 orchard may be seen the flicker or golden
winged woodpecker, easily to be distinguished by its graceful undu
lating flight and the flash of yellow as the sunlight strikes the lower 
surfucc of his wings. Another woodpecker, which is a Permanent Resi
dent and may be cncountcrccl almost anywhere, is the downy, or more 
particularly the northern downy; for there is a slightly smaller variety 
which is common in the South. A bird more thoroughly at home in 
the orchard, but frcr1ucntlr seen on the telephone 01· telegraph wires 
along the roadside, is the kingbird, easily recognized by the head-crest 
and the white tip to each tail feather, making the tail appear to have 
a white border. Bvcn more common in orchards, and frequently found 
nesting under old bridges, is the phrebc, known to almost every one. 
Quiet and unassuming as the plurhc is, it is particularly industrious 
in consuming large numbers of harmful insects. 

Another Permanent Resident not seen quite so much in Summer 
pcrlrnps as in Winter, is the well-known black-capped chiclrndcc. In 
New England this bird lrns been reported as nesting in artificial houses. 
A bird more common than ordinarily supposed, but one frequently 
overlooked on nccount of its small size m1cl lightning-like movements, 
is the brilliant little ruby-throated hummingbird, which darts l1crc and 
there among the flowers, poising himself occasionally before one of them 
1o take honey on the wing, only to be off again in a flash to a flower 
in :mothm· section of the garden. 

Probably nurny whose interest is greater than their knowledge have 
wondered what bird is responsible fo1• the queer antics and nasal 
"pccnt" that they ha,·e observed toward dusk. 'fhis is none other 
than the nighthawk, which is much more common around Ridgewood 
than the whip-poor-will, from which it may be distinguished by the 
white markings on the wings and by the forked tail. 

The fall migration affords the bird-lover nn opportunity to sec 
species which arc not here at any other time except during the corre
sponding period in the reverse migration in the spring. By far the 
most numc1·ous migrants in point of variety arc the warblers, and 
most prominent among these is the myrtle warbler, which comes early 
and sta~·s late. It is \'Cl'~· difffoult to distinguish tl1c warhlcrs in the 
fall of' 1hc ~-l'ar, as the 111ale, frmale :111<1 young :ill tnke on dull 
plumage, whi<'h makes them look pmcticall.,· alike and very similar to 
1he other wal'hlers. The yellow-palm is another fairly common migrant 
which may be dis1'in;.:uishcc1 from other wal'hlcrs by the chestnut crown 
and side spots and the white patches 011 the outer tail fcathcl's. It 
may be found in open woods and along roadsides, but it more often 
frequents the neighborhood of a brook. 
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At least two sparrows arc fairly common during migration; the 
Fox-known by its large size and fox-like color-and the white-throated 
-identified by its striped crown, white throat and faint wing bars. 

Spring is, of course, the ideal time to sec birds in greatest variety. 
At that time they ull wcnr their fresh spring plumage and bridal colors. 
Fifty varieties of birds is a rcusonnblc 11umber to be identified on 
almost nny day of the first two weckK of :May. 'l'o make this record, 
however, one must be able to recognize a bird quickly and accurately, 
and should visit the highland nnd the lowland, the open field and the 
shady wood. 

Only- the hird lover ln1ows how very favorable a time is the winter 
for bird study. At tl1is season a blanket of snow often conceals the 
natural somecs of bird food. One wl10 at this time provides a bird 
feeding shelf at n sheltered window nnd wntehcs the various species 
that avail themselves of liis fare, will be surprised and delighted at 
the variety and friendliness of his hil'd i.,•ucsts. 

Chickadees, downy woodpeckers, and whitc-hl'castcd nuthatches will 
visit the feeding shelf quite regularly, and jumos, blucjays, goldfinches, 
and redpolls arc pretty sure to appear occasionally. English sparrow11 
will need no urging to attend the feast. Indeed there may be difficulty 
in keeping them from becoming so numerous that they drive away the 
other birds. Tree sparrows, winter wrens, and Cl'OWS spend the winter 
with us; but tl1ey arc incliucd to be sl1y aud it is not likely that any 
of them would patronize tl1c window-sl1clf lunch counter. 

Nearly every variety of bird visiting this section of the country is 
found in Ridgewood. The following list sl1ows those which have been 
seen and identified by its residents: 

J3lnck1,irfl, nt1'1-wingetl ( Agel a ins phnmi
. ceus) 

Blnckl,ird, llnsl)· (Rupl,ngus cnroliuns) 
lllnchird ( Sinli,i sinlis) 
Hlncjny (Cyn11ocittn crislnln) 
Bobolink (Dolichonyx ory1.i,·m·us) 
Duuti11g, Indigo (Pnsscrinn cynuen) 

·Cnthircl (Dumetell,i cnrolineusis) 
Chickrulce. Illnck-cnppcd (Pcnthestes 

nlricnpilh1s) 
C'owhircl (::\Tolnlhrus nlerl 
l.'rei,pcr. Brown (Cerllii1t familinris 

,\mrricnnn.) 
Cr1,~""hil1, .Amcrienn (Loxin curvirosta 

minor) 
Crow. ,\mericnu ( Cor\'11s brnchyrhyn• 

clios)' 
Cuckoo, Illnck-billeil ( Corcyzus crythrop• 

tlmlnmsl 
Cuckoo, Y cllnw•hill<'<l ( Coccyzus Ameri• 

enuus) 
Fiuel,. Pi>ll' or Siskin (Spinus pinus) 
Finch. Pnrnlc (Cnrpmlncus purpureus). 
Flicker or ITil(h·Hnle (Colitptes nurnlus) 
l'l)·cnteher, Crcalml (ill,,·inrclms criuitus) 
Fl)·cntchcr, Lenst (F.mpidonnx mi~imns) 
Fl)·cntcl,cr, Yellow-hcllied (Emp1donnx 

flnvivcntris) 

Gnl,lfinch, American ( Astrngnlinus tris• 
tis) 

Grackle, Purple or Crow Illnckbircl 
( Qniscn lus qnisruln) 

Grosln,nk, l'inc ( l'iniculn enuclcntor lcu-
c11rn) · 

Grosbeak, Ilose-brensted ( Znmcloclin 
luclovieinnn) 

l11iwk, Cooper ( Aceipiter cooperi) 
ll1twk, lllnrsh (Circus hnclso11ius) 
1 lnwk, Red-sho111derl'II ( Hntco 1i1wnlns) 
llotwk, Sparrow ( Falco spnrvcri11s) 
I l1~ron. Grerm l n11tori1lcR virrRct•ns) 
I hnuminl(hircl, J:nhy-throntccl ( Archiln• 

el111s colnbris) 
,Tnnco. Sliitc-colorcd (,Tnnco Iwcmnlis) 

· l(iughircl (Tyrnnnus tyrnunns) 
J\inl(lisher, Belted (Ccrylc nleyon) 
Kinj!let, Golclen•crownccl (Regulus 

34 

sntrnpn) 
illcnclowlnrk ( Sturnolln mnl(nn) 
Xulhntch, ned-brenstccl · (Sittn cnrinclon

sis) 
Xnlhuteh. Whitc-hrcnstocl (Sitln cnrn· 

linonsis) 
Xif!hth1iwk (Chorclciles virgiuinnns) 
Oriole, Dnltimore (Icterus. gnlbuln) 
Oriole, Orehnrd (Jcterus spurius) 
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Ovcubird (Sciurus nurocrtpillus) 
Owl, Screech (otus osio) 
Pewee, \\'ood (;\lyiochnnes virens) 
l'luebe (Snyornis pl1mbc) 
Pipit, Americnu, or 'l'itlnrk ( Antlms 

rubescens) 
lledpoll (Arnuthis li11nri11) 
lledstnrt, ,\merienn (Sctoplmgn ruti

cillrt) 
llobin. .Amerienn (Plnneslicus migrn• 

tori us) 
Spnrrow, Chipping ( Spizelln pnsseriun) 
Rpnrrow, l~nglish (Pns:;er dmnesticus) 
Spnrrow, Fox ( Pnsserel111 i!i,•n) 
Spnrrow, Field ( Spizclln pnsilln) 
Spnrrow, Song ()felospizn mcloclin J 
Spnrrow, Swnmp (~f.,JospizrL georginnn) 
Sparrow, Tree (Spizelln monticoln) 
Spnrrow, Yesrier (Pooc,cles grnmincus) 
Spnrrow, \\'hite-crowne,l ( Zonotricl1i1L 

lcucopl1n·s l 
Spnrrow, 

0

White-thronl1•d (Zonotrirhirt 
nlbicollis) 

Stnrling ( Slurnus ,·ulgnris) 
Swnlloll', Rnnk (Ripnrin ripnrin) 
Simllow, Rnrn (Tiirunclo erythrognstrn) 
Swnllow, Tree (Tricloproene bicolor) 
Swift, Chimney (Chmturn pclngicn) 
'J'nnnJ?cr, Scnrlet (Pirnngn erythromelns) 
'I hrnshcr, Rrowu (Toxostomn rnfum) 
~-hrush, Jicrmit (1Iylocicl1ln gnttntn 

pnllnsii) 
'J'hrush, W'nter (Seirus 110\'ehornccnsis) 
~'hrnsl,, ,vnson, or Yeery (TTylocicl1ln 

fusccsccns J 
'l'hrnsl1, Woori (TTylocichln mustclinn) 
'l'owl,cc or Chewink (Pipilo 1•r~·thropl1-

thnlm11s) 
'l'ilmousc, 'J'ufl,,,1 (Iln•olophus l1icolor) 
Vireo, Tlecl-eyerl (Yireosyh-n oli,·ncen) 
Vireo, Whitc-c~·ecl (Vireo J?riscus) 
Vireo, Ycllow-throntccl (T.nnivcreo fln\'i

frons) 

\\'nrblcr, Ilny-brcnstccl (Dcndruic11 cns
tnncn) 

Wnrbler, Jllnckburninu (Den d r o i ca 
fuscn) 

Wnrlrlcr, Dlnck Poll (Dcudroiea strintn) 
Wnrblcr, Illnck-throntcrl Tllue (Dendroicn 

crernlcscens) 
Wnrhlcr, Illnck nncl White Creeping 

(:\lniotiltn \'llrin) 
\\"nrblcr, Illnck-thronted Green (Dcn

droicn vircns) 
\\'nrblcr, Illnc-wiugccl (Yermimrn pinus) 
\Vnrblcr, Cnun,linn (Wilsonin cnnnclcn

sis) 
\Vnrhlcr, Cnpc ;\[ny (Deuclroicn tigrinn) 
\Vnrhler, Cl,catnut,siclccl (Dcnclroicn 

pennsyl\"nnicn) 
\\"nrblcr, )[ngnnlin (Dcnclroicn mng-

1101in) 
\Vnrbler, ;,.f~•rlli, (Dr,nclroicn coronnln) 
\Vnrblcr, Pnruln (l'ompsotl1Jypis nmcri

cnnrt) 
\Vnrblcr, Northern Pnrnln (Compsoth

lypis llS!lell) 
\\'nrblcr, 'J'ennessce (Yermi\'Orn pcrc

grinn) 
\Vnrhler, "'orm-cntiug (TJclmintheros 

Yermivorn l 
\\"nrhler, Yellow (Denclroicn rcstivn.) 
Wnrhlcr, Yellow-Palm (Dcnclroicn pnl

mnrnm h~·pochr~·sen l 
\\"nx Wing, Ccclnr (Rombycilln. ceclro

rmn) 
\\"hip-Poor-Will (Antrostomus YOcifcrus). 
\l'onclpecker, Downy (Dr~·ohntes pnhes

er•ns mcclinuus) 
\\"onrlpccker, IInir)' (Dr~·nhntcs yilJosus) 
\\'rn11Jpccker, Red-Henclc,1 (:lfelnnerpes 

_,•rythroccplmlus) 
I\ rcn, JJouse (Troglorl~·tes rcclnu) 
Wren, Winter (Nnuuus l1icmnlis) 
Yellow-tliront, :i\fnr~·lnncl (Gcothlypis 

trichns) 

A bird census, tllken on Christmas Duy, ]!)Hi, at a feeding stat.ion 
on the gronncls oJ' Carl ?IT. Vail, Riclgcwoocl, N. J., with sky overcast:, 
1-(ronml snow-cm·ct·ed, light south-west winds, 1Pmpcrnt.nrc 40 clcg1·ccs 
to 45 degrees, from !) A.:lr. 1o 3 P.:lr. shows tl1c followiug hircls: 

TTnirr Woodpecker ....................... l 
Rine tT n.v ............................... Sp,•1•rn l . 
Purple Finch ........................... 2 ()fnle 11111! Femnlc) 
Amcricnn Golclfi1ll'h ..................... 1 
F.t1!?lisl1 Spnrrow ........................ )[an)" 
Chipping Spnrrow ........... , .......... l 
Tree Spnrrow ••........................ 1 
Whitc-brcnstccl Nuthnt,•h ................ Hr,wrnl 
C1o1clcn-crownad J\in,:?l1•t .................. 2 
Downy Woodpecker ...................... Sc,·ernl 
Stnrling ..•............................. )fnn~· 
Ticdpoll ................................. 4 
Pinc l?inch ........................••... Sc\'ernl 
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\Vhitc-lhronlcd S)lnrrow ••.••••••.••.••.• 2 
Slnlc·colorcd Junco .••..•...••.•....•..•• :llnn~· 
'l'illnrk ................................ ,Scwrul 
lllnck-cnp)lctl Chickn,lt••• ...... , .....•..••. :llnny 
Hermit 'l'hrush •••...........•..•••••.•• 1 

'foT4\L-l~ighteC"n i;pt1t•it!~: i1111i\'i1l11nls too 1111111i-r1111s to count. 
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ClL\P'l'EH, III 

CIVIL ORGA.NIZA'l'IONS .AND AD:i\IINISTRATION OF PUBLIC 
AFF.AIRS 

l'OLITIC.\L DIVISIONS 

ON :i\larch 12, 166:l, Charles II. gmnted to James, Duke of York, 
a lnrge tract, including the present State of New Jersey. 

In 1664, on the 24th day of June, the Duke of York made 11 eon
\'eyance to John Berkely and George Carteret. of the entire Pl'Ovince 
of New Jersey. This instrument was the first wherein the boundaries 
of the present State were defined. 'l'he consideration for the convey
ance was ten shillings. 'rl1e conveyance defined the property as being 
all that tract of land adjacent to New England and lying and being 
to the westward of Long Island and :Manhattan Island: bounded on 
the cast, part by the main sea and part by the Hudson River; and 
hath upon the west, Delaware Bay or RiYc1· and cxtendcth southward 
to the main occnn ns far ns Cape l\lay at the mouth of Delaware 
Bay; and to the 11orthward as far as the northcrmost branch of 
said bay or rh-cr of Delaware, which is forty-one degrees and forty 
minutes of latitude, and worketh over thence in a straight line to 
Hudson's Rh·er; which said tract of laud is hereafter to be called by 
the name or names of "NoYa Ccsarca" or New Jersey. 

In 1675, John Bcrkely offered his lrnlf interest in the Province of 
New Jersey for sale and the same was purchased by Jolm Fenwick, 
in trust for Edward Byllinge, for one thousand pounds. 

'!'he title of the whole of New Jersey was thus vested in George 
Carteret and Edward Byllingc. '!'hey agreed upon a partition of it, 
,July the first, 1676. 'l'he trustees of Byllinge conveyed to Cartarct 
their interest in all the land lying cast of a line drnwn "from the 
gast side of Little Egg Harbor, straight North through the Country, 
to the utmost branch of the Delaware River; thus dividing the Province 
into two pai·ts, known as East and "\Vest Jersey." 

Carteret by this com·cyancc became the sole owner of ]~ast Jersey. 
Carteret died in llii!J and left a will, dated December 5, 1678, 

whereby he ordered that the Province of Bast J erscy sl1ould be sold 
to pay his debts. 'l'his cmn-c;\·ance was rnnde by his widow and execu
tors, February 1, 1Ci82, -to twelve individuals styled as the Twelve 
Proprietors. Subsc(Jucntly during tltc same year the Twelve Proprie
tors each took a partner :md conveyances were made vesting the title 
in them common with the original twelve. These with the other twch-e 
were the Twenty-four Pl'oprietors, or the Proprietors or owners of 
East J crscy. 

'l'he Province of Bast Jc1·sey was dh·idcd into four counties, :March 
7, 1682, viz.: Bergen, Bsscx, :i\[idcllcsex, and :i\[onrnouth. 

Bergen County at this time extended from the Hudson River to 
the Hackensack River, and the '!'own of Bergen, now a part of Hudson 
County and situated in the vicinity of the Dutch Reformed Churcl1 
of Bergen on Bergen .Axcnuc, was the scat of go,·crnmcnt. 

37 



RID OE WOOD, BERGEN GOU NTY, NEW JERSEJ: 

The division of counties in -1682 caused g1•cat dissatisfaction among 
the people. '!'hey complained that the counties were too large, tlmt 
the distances between their homes and the county scat were too great, 
and that traveling such long distances over bud roads in all sorts of 
weather interfered with their pursuits and subjected them to great 
expense and bodily discomfort: They petitioned the legislature from 
time to time for relief, and on January 21, 170!!, the legislature passed 
an act entitled '' An .Act for dividing· and ascertaining the boundaries 
of all the Counties in the Province." 

'l'hc bounds of Bergen County in this act were described as follows: 
"'fhnt in the castcm division, the County of Bergen shall begin at 
Constable's Hook and so run up along the Buy and Hudson's River 
to tho partition point between New ,Jersey and P1·ovincc of New York; 
and so run along the partition line between the provinces, and the 
division line of the eastern and wcstcm division of this Province to 
Pcquancck River, and so to run down to the Pcquancck mid Pcssaick 
River to the Sound, and so to follow the Sound to Constable's Hook 
where it begun." 

By this net the entire section of the county west of the Hackensack 
River, which lmd been previously a part of Essex County, including 
the Village of Ridgewood, bccmnc a part of Bergen County. The 
county at this time was divided into two townships: Hackensack 'fown
ship, including the portion of the county between the Hudson and 
Hnckimsnck Rivers, and New Bnl'badocs 'l'ownship, the balance of the 
county, including the Village of Ridgewood. 

Franklin Township was formed from New Barbadocs about the year 
1767. Ridgewood 'l'ownship was formed from Franklin 'rownsl1ip on 
~farch 30, 1876. It then covered an area of three square miles, the 
population of which was about twelve hundred. 

In 18!!4 the Village of Ridgewood was incorporated. .At the same 
time the municipalities of Midland Park and Glen Rock were formed 
into borougl1s, thereby making the village and to,,·nship lines of Ridge
wood coextensive. Effective July 1, 1!!02, a part of Orvil Township 
was added to the northeastern portion of Ridgewood, while in 1!!15 a 
portion of the northwestern territory of Ridgewood towards \Valdwick 
was mmcxcd to Orvil Townsl1ip. 

ImLA'rION llETWEl!N VILLAGE, COUNTY AND STATE 

When we say that we live in the Village of Ridgewood, County of. 
Bergen, and State of New J crsey, the statement includes more than 
a designation of the place where we 1·csidc. It also means that the 
municipal or local government under which we live is that of a village, 
that the corporation having clmrgc of the county affairs is the Board 
of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Bergen, and that our state 
government is that of the State of New Jersey. 

The State is. supreme, and the powers of tl1c legislature arc limited 
only by the Constitution of the State mid the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Its legislature at its pleasure can, by the enactment of laws, create 
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or destroy counties ancl municipalities and change and alter their 
boundaries aucl the powers of their governing bodies. 

Villages arc now formed by the passing of a special act of the 
lcgislntm·c, designating the name of the village and desel'ibing the 
boumlarics· of the territory of which it is to be composed. This char
acter of legislation requires public notice prior to the enactment. Upon 
the passage of such an act the laws relating to the government of 
\'illagcs apply to the territory affected. The governing body .. of the 
\'illagc lms no power except such as is authorized by laws enacted by· 
the legislature. 

In the matter of raising the rc,·cnncs of the state, the village is 
both clircctly ancl indirectly affect ed. 1l'J1c rc,•cnucs of the state arc 
derived largely from tuxes upon corpot·ations, railroads, :franchises, 
and decedents' estates, income from riparian lands, and automobile 
licenses. Whether any of these taxes affect the residents of the village. 
depends upon their interest in the subject mutter of such taxation. A 
portion of the state school tux is raised by a direct tux on all the 
taxable property in the state and, therefore, affects every owner of 
taxable property in the village. 'l'hc village 1·cccivcs in rctum . from 
the states its portion of the state school moneys,· which arc derived 
by tl1e state from railroad tax, rentals oi riparian lands, the income· 
from moneys derived from the sale of riparian lands, and the state 
school tax. The state clistribiltcs these moneys through the county col
lectors of the several counties to the custodian· of the school moneys 
of the several municipalities in the county. The Custodian · of the 
School Funds in the Village of Ridgewood is the village Collector. 
'l'hc apportionment of the state school moneys is based 011 attendance 
at the public scl1ools. 

'l'he business of our county is transacted by n Board called (<The 
Board of Chosen Frecl1olders of the County of Bergen," which is a 
corporation of the county. It was formerly composed of members elected 
by the cities and townships of the county, the boroughs and villages 
joining in the election with the township from which the larger part 
of such boroughs or villages were formed. Since January 1, 1916, 
the Board has been composed of seven members elected by the voters 
of the county at large. 'rho princi11al officers of the Boal'cl of Chosen 
1!,reeholclcrs are Director, Clerk, County Collector, Counsel, County 
Engineer, and County Road Supervisor. 'l'l1e Sheriff, County Clerk, 
and Surrogate arc county officers independent of the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, but accountable to the Board for all moneys or property 
coming into tl1eir lmnds or custody and belonging to. the county. The 
members of tl1e Board of Chosen Freeholders act as the directors of 
a corporation in the management of the county affairs. The powers 
of the Board arc ministeriul. It is the custodian of the property of 
tl1c coui1ty. It is charged with the management of the Paor House, 
Jail, and Court House, and with tl1e construction and maintenance 
of bridges and culverts. It has power to 1·cquire all public officers of 
the county to account for the moneys and property belonging to the 
county and entrusted to snch offiticrs. 'I'hese powers and· duties lrn.ve 
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been commonly held and exercised by the Donl'd of Chosen Prccl1oldcrH 
from its en rlicst existence. 

Until about 1890 the roads were maintained by the inhabitants oi 
the several municipalities. Uany of these roads were main thorough
fares through the county and state mid were of more importance for 
travel to the county or state at large than to the inhabitants of the 
particular municipalities. About this time the state began to realize 
that tbc burden of constructing and maintnining these main thorough
fares belonged more properly to the· county and state, and in lS!ll 
the legislature authorized the Boards of Chosen Prccholdcrs of the 
:mveral counties to adopt county roads and to improve the same with 
state aid. About the same time laws were passed authorizing the 
Board of Prccholdcrs to adopt county roads and to impro\·e them with
out state aid. 'l'hc state and counties arc now bearing a large part 
of the burden of the construction and maintenance of public roads. 

'rhc Board of Chosen l~rccholders of the County of Bergen wus slow 
in adopting county roads. 'l'hc first road improved by the Boar<l with 
state aid in this county was the Paterson Plunk lfoud, in the year 
1909. Since that time, and especially about the beginning of tl1c year 
1912, the Board of Chosen Precholdcrs adopted a large number of 
county roads and improved the same, some with and others without 
state aid. 

In our village two of the main thoroughfares, Uaplc .Avenue and 
Paramus Road, were improved by the county Board without state aid 
and, between the boundaries of the curb lines, arc now county roads, 
under the jurisdiction of the Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

Nearly all the revenues of the county arc derived from direct taxa
tion. 'l'hc Board of Chosen Freeholders is required not later than 
the first 'ruesday of Angust in each year to make out a budget of the 
moneys which have been app1·01Jl'iatcd and which arc to be raised l1y 
taxes fo1· county purposes. 'l'his budget is sent to the County Board 
of 'l'axution hcforc the second 'l'ucsduy in August in each year. 'l'hc 
County Board apportions the taxes among the taxing districts of the 
county. Otlicr moneys recch·ccl by the Board of Chosen Precl10lders 
of the county nrc the fees collected by the Surrogate and County Clerk, 
and fines and Jienaltics collected by the Sheriff'. In addition to this, 
a portion of tl1e automobile license money collected by the state is 
given to the Board for repair of county roads. 

'l'he munngcmcnt of ronnty afl':1irs is closely related to the welfare 
of each municipality. Bc:onomy and efficiency arc shown by a com
parison of the amonnt of taxes raised with the improvements made 
by the Board. In every direction the activities of the village arc inter
woven with 1hosc of the county. 'l'hc Assessor of the village assesses 
the property fot· the state and county taxes as well us for the taxes 
of the village. 'J'he Collector of the village collects the state school 
and county taxes as well us the tuxes for village purposes. '.l'hc village 
government fixes the a111ou11t of the village faxes. 'l'hc first two arc 
determined rcspcctin•ly by the. state legislature and by the Bonni of 
Chosen Preeholdc1·s. '!'he ·Ovc1·sce1· of the Poor, n village officer, fur
nishes tcmpomry relief for the poo1· of the village. Permanent relief 
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is pro,1tlcd by the county. 'l'hc insane, tubcrcnlnr, nncl criminal dc
pe11clc11ts nre 111·0,·itlcd :l'or hy 1 he i;ta1c ullll county through the Board 
uf Chosen l~rccl10lclcrs. 'l'hc hridgcs and culverts on all of the public 
roads in 1hc Yillagc nrc cinnstructccl and e11rccl for by the same Board. 
CountJ· roads l11rongh 1he Yillages nlso nro maintninccl by them. 

'fho state, countr, nnd village arc so eloscly rolatocl in foe manngo
rncnt of tltc business relating to tl10 public welfare that every citizen 
should take 1111 nc1irn i11te1·cst in the manner in wl1ich such business 
is 1•011d1wtcd hy 1he slate and coun1y, us well as hy the village. 

HIDGl"\\"001l 1S FOil~! 01' GO\"EllN~IENT 

'1.'ow11ship Go111111iltcc 
Tu 1871i, when the 'l'ow11ship of Ridgewood was set off from Franklin 

'l'mrnship, Bergen County ,1·as composccl largely of farming comnmni
tics. 'l'hc 11c111·ness of its :fertile acres to the cities of New York, Jersey 
City, Newark and Paterson made farming tlie chief pursuit of its citizens. 
'L'here were no cities mal the local govel'llments were townsliips. 

'l'hc original township go1·e1·nmcnt in this sh1tc wns elcmcntm;y in 
form and adapted to rural communities. 

'l'hc most i111po1·ta11t political o,·cnt in the township govcr111ncnt 
was the town meeting, which was held annually on the second l\Ionduy 
of .April. Between 1he hours of clm·cn and twelYc of that day the 
electors assembled and chose some person to preside at the meeting. 
His duty was to conduct tl1c business thereof in a l'C!,"lilm· and orderly 
ma11ner and in case of dispute to dcter111ine wl10 Imel the right to Yotc. 

'l'he law directed that if any person should behaYc in a disorderly 
111annc1· or interrupt the person speaking by unnecessary noise or co11-
1·crsatinn, and if snch person should, nfte1· 110ticc from the presiding 
otli1•cr, persist in dis01·dcrlr bch:wior, then it was 1hc clnty of the 
presiding otliccr to dir!'ct. thnt such dis01·clerly person withdraw from 
th<' meeting mu! forfeit. one lloll:u· for such offense. If he refused or 
11egleetccl to "'ithdrmr from the meeting, the ·constables of the town, 
ship were dircc1ec1 hy 1hc chairman of tl1c meeting to put such person 
in a place of confine111cnt where lie wonld be clctnined until the meet
ing was cndc,1. 

-.Pricll' 10 18-H the n,tc at the town meeting was taken by the rais
ing of lmmls, separating tho Yotcrs, or vh-n vocc. In that year the 
legislature dircetccl, b,v special act, that the voting in Franklin Town
ship should be by halloL 

'l'hc prineipal ob.iects for which money was or~crccl raised by the 
rntm·s at the tmrn meeting were for the support of the poor, the 
building allll repairing of poumls, 1hc destruction of noxious wild 
nnimals :mcl birds, 1hc opening, making, working and repairing of 
1•omls, and prosecuting and defending the common rights of the town
ship. 

'l'hc qualified voters of the town meeting made and ordered such 
1·cgulations and hy-lnws as n majority of tlicm so asscm1J1ccl migl1t 
think propc1· for the impro,·ing of their common lancl in tillage, pastur
age or in any otJ1cr way, ancl clirectccl tl1e use, management and times 
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of using their common lauds; and elected five "Jn<lieions F1·ccholdcrs" 
(property owners of judgment) as the township committee, which upon 
the first election (1876) consisted of Comclius J. Bogert, N. R. Bunce; 
Peter G. Hopper, Albert P. Hopper and Thomas '.L'crhunc. The other 
original officers elected were 'fownship Clerk, N. R. Bunce; .Assessor, 
John .A. l\Iarinus; Collector, James Zabriskie; Chosen Freeholder, G. 
G. Van Dien; two Surveyors of the Highway, Overseers of the Poor, 
Constables, three judicious Freeholders of good character as Commis
sioners of .Appeal in matters of taxation, and one reputable Free
holder as Judge of Election. In some townships the Overseers of the 
Highway were elected at the tO\i·n meeting and in other townshipM 
hy the several road districts. 

'!'he 'l'ownship Uommittee was the governing body of the township. 
Its members were required to be property owners and their dt1tie11 
were largely ministerial.. 'fhey examined, inspected and reported at 
the town meetings the accounts and vouchers of township officers, 
superintended the expending of moneys raised by taxation for the use 
of the township, rend at the to~vn meeting the statcmm~t of tl1c accounts 
of the money expended in the township by the county Board of Chosen 
Freeholders, and settled disputes in reference to partition fences. 

The duties of the Assessor and of the Collector were practically 
tl1e same as today. 'fhc .Assessor was a member of the county Board 
of .Assessors, and as such adjusted the assessment between the various 
municipalities and fixed the .tn.x rate for county and state taxes. 'fhcse 
duties of the .Assessor lmve in recent years been taken over by the 
county Board of Tn.xation. 

The roads at this time were laid out or altered by surveyors of 
highways. On application to the Court of Common Pleas of ten or 
more freeholders, the Court appointed six surveyors of highways. 
These surveyors or a majority of them met and determined upon the 
necessity of the road and assessed the damages or benefits resulting 
from the laying out. or altering of the road, and directed the time 
when the road should be opened or altered. Roads were opened and 
repaired by the Overseers of the Highways. The Township Committee 
assigned and appointed in writing to the Overseers of the Highway 
their several limits and division of the highways within the township 
for opening,. working . and repairing. Every person assessed for the 
raising of money to open or repair the highways could work out his 
tax or any part of it on giving notice to the Overseers within whose 
limits or division he resided. 

'fhe powei·s and duties of the township officers were such as the 
government of a farming community would require. 

Village Tl'ustccs 

The development of railroads changed the character of these com
munities in Bergen County from farming to suburban, from sparsely 
settled districts to thickly settled communities. . 'l'hcse changes brought 
with them many and difficult municipal problems for. solution, among 
which were stl'cet improvements, water supply, sewerage, police ancl 
fire protection. Although the township laws were .amended from time 
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to time, the methods of township government were m1satisfactory and 
were not suited to tl1esc changed conditions and not adapted to the 
solution of these problems. l'rior to the new state constitution of 
1875, special charters were grunted to cities and many other munici
palities. .After that date the Legislature· sought by general statute to 
provide for the government of municipalities. 

In 1878 the Legislature provided for the formation, in a townsliip 
or part of a township, of boroughs not exceeding four square miles 
each; in 18!Jl it provided for the organization from a township or 
part of a township of villages whose populution should be at least 
300 inhabitants for each xquare uiilc. '.l.'hcse municipalities were crcatetl 
after an election l1cld to determine whether the tcr1·itory described in 
the application shoultl be incorporated us a borough or a village. Orig
inally both the borough and the village remained a part of the town
ship for certain purposes, notably fo1·· the election of a county Free
holder. 'rhc villages voted with the township in the election of the 
Collector and tl1c Assessor. .A short time prior to the year 1S!J3 
boroughs were p,crmittccl to include within their limits a portion of 
one or more to"Jiships. . 

In the lust mentioned year the Lcgiislaturc provided tlmt unless a 
borough contained a portion of two nmnicipalitics, it could· not l1ave 
a Chosen Freeholder. .A large number of boroughs were then formed 
in Bergen Connty, caching taking a portion of two oi· more townships in 
order to lmve a representative ~n the Board of Chosen F1·ccholdcrs. 

'.l.'hc boroughs of l\lidland Park and Glen Rock each had included 
within their territories a portion of tl1e '.l.'ownsl1ip of Ridgewood. In 
order to prevent further reduction in the territory and to provide a 
more suitable govcmment, on the twenty-seventh day of September, 
18!J4, a petition was presented to Judge Van Valen, Law Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas of the County of Bergen, to fi...,-: a time 
and place for an election, to submit to the voters the question of 
incorporating the remaining portion of the township into a village. 
The election was held November 15, 1895, and resulted iu a vote of 
277 for the iucorpomtion and 62 against it. 'l'hc township at that 
time was composed of about 5% square miles, with an assessed valua
tion of real estate of about :j;l,000,000 and a population of about 2,200. 

The new govcming body of the village was a Board of '.l.'rustces of 
five members, l\Iilton '!'. Richardson, H. E. Hopper, Joseph ,v. Eel~ 
wards, Dr. Geo. :M:. Ockford, ancl \V. J. Fulle1·ton, who served without 
compensation. '.l.'hc Board elected nlr. Richardson President and 11Ir. 
Fullerton '.1.'rcasurcr, wl10 thus became respectively the President and 
'.1.'reasurcr of the village. '.l.'he other officers of the village, Village 
Clerk, Village Counsel, Street Superintendent, and Policemen, were 
appointed by tl1c Board of '.l.'rustccs and held oflicc at the pleasure o.f 
the Board. The village 'l'rustccs lmd exclusive jurisdiction over the 
streets within .. the .limits ·of the village and lrnd power to lay out, 
,,·iclcn, and vacate streets and provide fo1; their lighting; to create a 
police and fire department; to construct sewers and drains and other 
street improvements; to license and regulate public liacks, peddlers and 
lmckstcrs; and .to cause to be raised by taxation every year such sums 
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of money us they deemed expedient for the current expenses of the 
village. '!'heir important legislative power in the village was exercised 
in druwing up, considering, anti 11nssi11g of ordinances. '!'he .Assessor, 
Collector nnd Chosen Frrcholclcr of the township still continued to 
act for tl1c villngc, mlll the 'l'ownRhip Committee performed certain 
formal duties within the village. In th0 year 1S!J6 the legislature 
abolished the 'fownship Committee for the Township and Village of 
Ridgewood, vesting the powers of the Committee in the Board of 
Trustees. 

In l!Jl2 the offices of township Clerk, .Assessor and Collector were 
abolished and the governing body was authorized to appoint a Co1lcctor 
and an Assessor for the village. 

'!'he Village of Ridgewood was govemcd by a Board of 'l'rustccs 
fo1· seventeen years. During this time many municipal propositions 
for the improvement and development of the village were acted upon 
by the Trustees. A i;ystem of sewers was constrncted, public franchises 
for wa.tcr, gas and telephone were granted, and many street impro,·c
menti,; were made. 'fhe last Board of 'l'rnstccs consisted of Frederick 
H. Bogert, President; George lt'. Brackett, John ,J. La1inuier, ,Joseph U. 
l\Inrtin, and James II. Snyder. 

Yill11!}C Go111missioncrs 
'!'lie endeavor to secure greater efficiency in the administration of 

municipal affairs in this state resulted in the passing by the legislature 
of 1911 of what is known us the ,valsh or Commission Form of Gov
ernment .Act. 

Consideration of the adoption of the commission form of govern
ment is left to the voters of any community at an election called for 
that purpose. '!'he Village of Ridgewood wns among the first to adopt 
the new act. '!'he petition for an election was presented to the village 
Clerk, and an election was l1eld on the second dny 0£ September, 1911. 
'.l'his election resulted in the adoption 0£ the new form of go,·ernment. 
On the seventh day of November, 1911, Daniel .A. Garber, George U. 
White, and Frederick Pfeifer were elected Commissioners of the Village 
of Ridgewood, and on the fourteenth day of November, l!Jll, the new 
government was organized. 

While the Village still continues to be governed by tl1c laws relating 
to a village, the metl10ds of administration of Village affairs was changed 
hy the adoption of the commission form of government. '!'he number 
of Commissioners is determined by the population. l\[unicipalities hav
ing a population of 10,000 or over have fh·e Commissioners; under 
10,000, such as Ridgewood, the number of Commissioners is three. '!'he 
powers. of the Commissioners arc determined by the village act. '!'he 
method of procedure remains the same as under the Board of Village 
'1.'rustccs except as modified by the law relating to commission govern
ments. Some of the distinctive provisions of the new form of gov-
emment arc as· follows: . 

(1) A special day is appointed for tl1c election of Commissioners 
otl1er tlmn the general election day; preferential ballot is used ancl 
party politics practicnlJy is eliminated from the .election. 
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(2) 'l'hc Commissioners nrc elected for n term of four years; the 
ir111s of nil Commissioners to expire at the same time. .All other 
'ficcrs urc appointed by the Commissioners. 

(3) 'l'hc right of Recall is exercised by the voters, w110 possess the 
glit by petition to require any C.ommissioner, if he desires to continue 
1 Commissioner, to run again fo1• the office at n special election called 
n• tlmt pmposc. 

( 4) 'l'hc legal voters possess foe rigl1t of IuitintiYc. By petition 
icy mny require nny ordinance to be pnssecl, mnended, or rcpenlcd 
1• the Commissioners, or else to be submitted to the yotcrs for their 
ition. · 

(5) Tl1e Jcgal YOtcrs possess tl10 right of Referendum. By petition 
10y may require 1111y ordinance passed by tl1c Commissioners to be 
ipealcd or else to be submitted to tllc vote of tl1c people. 

In order to safcgunrcl this right of Referendum, no ordinance takes 
feet until ten clays after its :final passage, unless it is an orclinancc 
ir tl1c immediate prescn·ation of the public peace, health, or safety. 

(6) Ench member of tltc Doar<l lws particular 'work to perform. 
Upon its 01 611niz11tion, one member is elected nmror, and lrn tl1crc

pon becomes tlrn presiding officer. 'l'hc l\fnyor ex-officio is director 
t tl1c department of public affairs and pulilic safety. 

By a majority vote of the Board, one of the remaining members is 
[)pointed director of tl1c department of rcycnuc u11d :finance. Upon 
im falls, in addition to tl1c duties of his dcpnrtmcnr, tlie duty of acting 
; presiding officer in tl1c absence of the mayor. The other member is 
[)pointed director of tl1c department of streets nncl public improve-
1c11ts, parks nncl public propcrt)·. · 

(7) In transacting the business of tl10 municipality, m·ery rcsoln
on or ordirnmcc must he l'l'dnccd to writing nnd rend before the yotc 
1 taken. The yea and nay vote must he rccot·dccl and the resolutions 
ncl ·orclinm1ccs signed b~• a ma.iorit~• of the members of tlJC Board. 

Resolutions and ort1inm1ccs pl'Oviding for the np1n·opri11tio11 of 
1oncy for street impro,·emcnts, and for ;:tranting franchises arc rc
uircd before final passagc to remain on :file with the clerk for two 
·eeks for 1mblic inspection. No franchise is grnntccl except by ordi-
1mcc whieh must he published before :final passage and receive the 
pproval of a majorit:i· of all members. 

(8) 'l'hc nrnyor receives a salary of one tl10usancl clollnrs and tl1c 
t:hcr co1111nissionc1·s salaries of sc,·cn hundred fift~· dollars each. 

(!J) 'l'hc Board is required to hold regular meetings at least once 
ach week. '.l'hcsc meetings m1cl the record of tlJCir proceedings arc 
pen to the public. 

'.l'hc Board of Con1111issioncrs appoint the suliorclinntc officers and 
o:m1s fo1• the Village. 'L'hc most important of the present Yillagc 
fficials 11rc: Village Clerk and Collector, ,vnbur :i\forr.is; .Assessor, Louis 
r. Krodcr; Bngince1•, I~. ,Y. Simolllls; Recorder, F. Y. ,v11tso11; Coun
cl, .J. ,v. De Yoe. 'l'ltc rnuncs of otl1cr officct•s, such as foe Supcrin
cmlmit of Streets, Superintendent of Police and members of that clc
,urtmcnt, Chief of Fire Department 1md members of that 11cpnrtment, 
lonrd of Health nncl Shade '!'rec Commission, arc sl10wn in .the cl111ptc1· 
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of tl1is book which relates to t110 particular department or commission. 
,Each officer, department, and board has specific duties to perform in 
the successful worldng of the local self-government. 

The commission form of govcmmcnt hus succeeded to a large degree 
in eliminating partisan politics from public affairs in the nnmicipalitie:1 
wllich have adopted it. It is particularly successful in bringing about 
prompt and efficient action in the public business of the community. 

THE ::\IAYOR 

Upon the adoption of the commission form of government by the 
Village and the election of Commissioners in 1911, D. A. GarlJcr, wl10 
received the largest numlicr of votes for Commissioner, was clcctccl by 
the otl1cr Commissioners nt their organizntion meeting as l\foyor of the 
Village. Upon l1is re-election us Commissioner in 1915 he wns again 
chosen as l\fayur. 

The l\Iuyor is tl1c chief Bxccutivc officer of the Village 1111Ll it is hi~ 
<luty to sec that the ordinances of the Village arc properly enforced. 

Ile is also the chief guarclinn of the peace of the Village. Ile has 
power to suppress riots and when necessary may call upon the county 
or state autl1oritics for aid. 

As the titular l1cad of the Village, the l\Iayor represents the munici
pality· on public occasions. Because of Jiis position the people look to 
him not only to safeguard the community's present interests, lmt also 
to plnn and to suggest such clrnngcs and improvements· as will provide 
for their future civic welfare. 

DEPART::\lENT OF l'UDLIC ,\l'I-'Ains AXD l'UDLIC S.U'E'rY 

Under the direction of the i\fo~'or, this dcp111·tmcnt protects the lives 
11nd the property of the citizens against virc, crime, an<l destruction. 
In performing its functions, it is divided in~o the following sub-depart
ments: Police, Fire, Boal'd of Health, Sl111dc 'r1·ce Commission, and 
Building Committee. 

THE rOLlCE D1':PAR'l'::\IEN'r 

'rhc fuuctions of the police force arc mainly, the enforcement. of 
law, prescr\'ntion of the peace, protection of life and property, tl1e 
arrest of nll violntors of the Jaw, nnd the prc,·ent.ion 1111<1 de1.cet.ion of 
crime. Other duties 11rc incidental; but nil must lie performed with 
energy, discretion, promptness, and fidelity.' · · · · 

It is the duty of the Police Department. and every member of the 
force, at nil times of tl1c clay or ni::d1t, especially to preserve the peace, 
to prevent crime, ancl to detect and arrest offenders; to suppress riots, 
mobs, and insurrections; to disperse unlawful or dangerous assemblages 
and crowds wl1ich obstruct the free passage o:f public streets, sidewalk11, 
parks, or otl1er places; to protect the rights of persons and property; 
to safeguard the public hen 1th: to preserve order at all meetings and 
nssemblagcs; nnd to regulate and control tlie movements of all vehicles 
in t.l1e streets micl public places. 

It is their duty also to remove all nuisances in the public streets, parks 
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and highways; to arrest all mendicants and beggars; to provide proper 
police regulation at :fires; to assist, advise, and protect strangers and 
travelers on the pul,lic highways and at all railroad stations; carefully 
to observe and to inspect nil places of public amusement and places of 
business lmving licenses to curry on a particular business; to repress 
and restrain ull mtluwful and diso1·derly conduct or p1•acticcs; to enforce 
the observance of all Village laws and ordinances; and for tl1ese pur
poses to arrest all 11ersons guilty of violating any existing law or ordi
nance for the suppression or punishment of crimes or offences. 

During the curly ninety's tltc citizens of Ridgewood ,vere without 
adequate police protection and suffered to such au extent from robl1crics 
that in consequence n number of citizens, ltcndcd b~, Joseph '\V. Edwnrcl8, 
formed· an orgnn.izution called the Village Protective .Association. This 
,\ssociution lwld monthly meetings. Its members furnished 110t only 
the fm1ds ucccssur.r to !1it·c at first one mun to do police patrol work 
nncl later others, but they were subject to cull for purposes of protection 
wl1r.n need arose. 

'.rhc first real voli<m force was 01·g11nizccl in 18!)2 and continued 
under foe direction of the Villag'e Protective Association until the Vil
Inge 'l'rustces took O\'Cl' thcit· work. 

Peter Pulis wns sworn in us a special officer Oil July 1, l8!l7. At 
thnt time the force included James E. Houlihan nnd James Ham
mond. On October 1, 1897, ::irr. Pulis was appointed Chief of .Police, 
and on Octolicr 31st the otl1er two men were relieved from service. 
Chief Pulis continued as the on!J· member of the force until ::irurcl1 1, 
]!)03, when two additional men were placed under his autl10rity. Since 
thnt time tl1c force 1111s been gradually inercnsccl to a present member
ship of ten men, including II Police Clerk, first appointed Oil June 1, 
]!)Q!). 

During 1hc lntfm• pnrt of 1!Jlii. tl1c Commissioners, dcemiiig it wise 
to plm•c tl1c dcp111·1men1 under n Superintendent of Police, selected for 
this offit>e Robert Groves, for over thirty-two ycni·s a membe1· of the 
Poli<'c Department of the City of New York and appointed him to the 
position to tnkc office on Januar~• 1, 1!)16. Chief Pulis resigned his 
position on Februar~• l, ]!)J 6. 

'I'hc fo1·cc at present consists of n Superinfe)l(lcn1. of Poli<'c, one 
~crgc:mt, scYCll pnlrolmcn. a elrrk and a German sl1cpl1ercl police dog. 
Poli<ie dogs wc1·e first used in Ridgewood in ]!)13. 

Ridgewood 's first lol"l,-up for Jn,r-l1rc11kcrs was in an olcl s1onc house 
located on 1110 summit of the 1·isc on the west side of the ruilroarl trucks 
nnd south of tl1e p1·csent Plnr House. Later a small wooden shack on 
Rock Avenue (now Broad Street) was erected and used for this purpose. 
In 18!)8, The Village Improvement .Association, as a result of complaints 
regarding the cClnditions existing in tl1c . .inil. -wl1icl1, when unoccupied, 
was used as II shelter for stray dogs, aroused the citizens to provide n 
new bnikling wl1icli was erected just back of the present Municipal 
Building. 'l'l1is building was equipped under foe supervision of the 
1Ium1111c Committee of tl1c Assoriation. "Then the l\fnnicipal Building 
was built, rooms wc1·c pro\'iclccl in it for police l1cadqn11rtcrs and for the 
lock-up. 
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THE FIR!s DEP.\R'l')mNT 

DUTillS 

'l'hc chief duty of the Fire Department is to extinguish fires. .A 
very important secondary duty is the prevention of fires. Fire pre
vention is made effectiYc in a variety of ways. .A building code specifics 
certain principles of e:onstruction to which all 11e\\' buildings must 
conform. Inspection of all lmihlings in 1n·occss of constmction insures 
observance of the building code regulations. Fire zone restrictions limit 
the use of wooden construction in tl1c more thickly built up sections of 
the community. Periodic inspection is made of the buildings used fot· 
public gatherings with the result that the fire hazards arc greatly re
duced. Further service is rendered by the Department by the assign
ment of firemen in uniform to nttencl public gatherings so that nny 
emergency of fire or panic may be p1·0111ptly and effectively handled. 

EAHLY J,'11:tsS 

'l'hc history of the ]!'ire Department of lfalgcll'ood, like that of other 
departments of the community, is the stOLT of a g'l'adnal deYclopmc11L 
11s the needs of the community lrnvc demamled inct·eascd scl'\·icc. 

Ridgewood in its existence as a municipality has suffered from only 
five serious fires. .All occurred before the department was placed upon 
an efficient basis. 

The first fire of importance wns the destruetion in 1876 of the Ridge
wood Avenue Hotel, wl1ieh stoocl on the site of the Houclcrc House. 

On :i\Inrch !), 1881, a fire, starting in a barn used hr ;r. ,J. Bng-crt for 
tl1c storage of hay und located just n01·thwcst of the present 1h1'1ieipal 
Building, destroyed the a1ljacc11t Franklin Hotel faeing- on Hhlgcwood 
.Avmiuc. Sweeping west on Ridgewood .AYcnuc, it also dcst;•oyed a 
blacksmith and wl1eelwright shop on the site or the Jll'cscnt Hycrson 
Building. Continuing southwanl on B1·oad Street, it tlcstroyccl scycral 
small out-lmikliugs and ,vhritnour and Colfax's sto1·e located on the site 
now occupied h;'I· tl1c feed and grain hnihling of R B. Van Horn. 'l'hc 
Masonic Hall of tl10sc da)'S occupied the upper f1001· of ,vhritnour mul 
Colfax's building. 

'l'hc next fire occurred in April, 1880. It, startetl in a small building 
in tl1c rear of the Shuart Building, now the site of the Hut.ton Building. 
After destroying the Shuart Building, it consnmccl Cl'Outm·'s :i\leat 
:i\[arkct, adjoining, and two feed stores on Broad Street nt the rear nl' 
the Zabriskie (no·w Moore) Bnilcling, which was also slig-htly damal,\'ed. 

A row of one-story stores, commcneing at the present site of the 
Post Office on Prospccit St1·cct all(l continuing 1o tlw riornc1· of Hnclson 
Street, was d<'st.ro;'l'ecl hr fit·c on :i\Tarch 11, JS!)!), · 

'l'hc last fire of s1•rious co11scquc1wes 0t·1·urrc,l 011 irarcl1 21, l!JOO. 
lt. ori:.dnalc<l in a <·nal ,~ellar in tlie r1•ar or 'l'iee's D1·ng S1ot·c located in 
the l.'ioncct· Bnil<ling- (a thrcc-stor~· hrit•k l11iil11i11g) at the corner ol' 
Ridgcwoocl .A venue and Chest nut St 1·cct. ] 1, dcstro~·ctl the l'io11ce1.· 
Building and the next two on Ridgewood AYctmc, a th1·cc-stor~' antl a 
one-story frame structure. 
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'l.'hc fire of 1881, followed by the one in 188!J, 11 roused the citizens 
to i.1iscuss the need of better 11roteetion against fire. 'l.'he only method 
of combating fire in vogue llt thnt time was the volunteer bucket brigade. 

Some years Inter u meeting, on the evening of :March 3, 18!J6, fmit
ful of results, was held in the Opera House. 'l.'hc meeting wns uttcnded 
by George R. Young, ,J. I-I. Christopher, I. E. Hutton, R. :i\L Bridgeman, 
Frank Bnxtcr, Dr. G. Ockford, J. I. Bogert, B. A. Brcusch, George, 
Blauvelt, J. Houlihnn and ,v. IL La Fctrn. Committees were appointed 
to plan the orgunization of a fire department and to examine apparatus 
with 11 view to its purclrnse. 

Subsequent meetings were ]1cld and on :i\Iarch 25th an Ol'llinancc 
organizing a iirc department was presented to the village trustees and 
\\'US adopted by that bod:; 011 :i\Iay 13th. An appropriation of two 
thousand dollars was authorized at a General Election of the citizens 
·l1cld in April for tl1c pmclrnsc of fire-fighting apparatus. The first 
Chief of the Department, Dr. ,valtcr Van Emburgh, wus appointccl 
on October 7, 18!J6. 

The Department was formnll:; organized dm-ing the earl:; part of 
.January, 18!J7, ns Protection Hook ancl [,adder Company No. 1, with 
sixty-cigl1t members cnJ"Ollcd. In l!JO!i, the word "Protcetion" was 
dropped from its name and it has since been known as Hook and Lnddcr 
Company No. 1. 

Following the m•ganizution of the comJHlllY, plans were discussed 
for a building pl'Operly to house the apparatus arnl to scr,·c also ns a 
meeting-pince for the members. A c•ont.ruet for a two-story lmilcli11g 
on the present site of the :i\Iunicipul Builcling 1111 Hudson Street was 
.awarded on ,Tuly 12, 18!17, to George B. 'l◄'erguson. 11s cost was 
twelve hundred and fort,r-six dollars. 'l'his lmilding, when compfotcd, 
served ns the home of the company until the erection of the present 
llunicipal Building, when quurters were prodded for tltc company 011 

Ilic ground iloor. 
During the following Augnst, the first fire fighting apparatus was 

received.· It eonsistcd of a hand-drawn hook and lndder truck equipped 
with ladders, huekcts, and small tools. 'l'hc wntcr supplr throughout 
the Village nt that time was obtained from p1fratc wells. "'hen a fire 
occurred, water was obtained from the nearby wells or streams. 

'l'hc first fire to which the department responded was in a liarn in 
Glen Rock, owned by J. ,v. Edwards. 'l'hc first fire attended b~• the 
department within tlic Village wns in a house on Ir,·ing Street occupied 
by a Mr. Lawrenrc. Despite the efforts of the firemen, tltc house was 
destroyed. · 

A second piece of apparatus, a lrnn<l-druwn Chemical Engine, was 
placed in commission by the Village on :i\Iarch 11, 18!J!J. It is now 
held iii reserve at the headquarters in case the present automobile ap
paratus is out .of commission or a fire occurs which 1·cqilires additional 
apparatus. · 

A hand-pull fire alarm bell was pmclrnsed in tl1c early p111+ of 18!J8 
and installed in the Fire House .on Hudson Street. It remained in 
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~sc there until supci·scdcd by the present Gamewell .Alarm System. 
It was then mo,•cd to the quarters of Hose Company No. 1, and placed 
m a tower in the yard of C. A. Swarn, Kenilworth Place. Later the 
bell was 1110,·cd to the Circle .A.venue home of Hose Company No. l, and 
1ftcrwards equipped with an electric striker. The Gamewell bell was 
at first mounted in the tower of the Opera House (Town Hull) but was 
trnnsfcrrcd to the roof of the i\Iunicipal Building· when the lnttcr was 
erected. 

J~aglc Hose Company No. 1, was organized in January, 1!)00, as the 
1·csult of agitation on the part of residents cast of the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook. 
rhc first apparatus of this Company consisted of a carpenter's wagon 
~!led with ladders, buckets and other fire-fighting tools. 'l'his companj, 
Inter dropped the word "Eagle" from its name and J1as since· been 
!mown as Hose Company No. 1. 

The appnrntus of both companies in the early days was drawn to fires 
liy lmnd or bJ- teams that happened to be in tl1e neighborhood of the 
ilrc stations wl1cn an alarm was sounded . 

.Arrm1gemcnts were mudc on i\Iareh 20, l!JOO, with E. B. Yan Horn 
to furnish a team on alarm for the use of Hook and Ladder Company 
N'o. 1. '.l'his arrangement continued until the Village purchased its own 
team to be used 110th by the Fire Department m1cl by tl1e Department 
:;f Streets. Hose Company No. 1 continued to use such teains as might 
lie available for some time tl1ereaftcr. Finally the Village furnished 
ll1ern with a team which ,ms also used by the Department of Streets. 

The installation of the Gamewell Fire Alarm System in July, l!JOO 
(the first alarm during its test being sent from Box 1-1-), and the con
it.ruction 1l1ro11gl10ut tl1c Village of a modern waler-supply system 
( whicl1 wns ofiieially testml hJ• the Fire Department. for fire protection 
purposes 011 December 2!), l!JOO) placetl the Fit·e Depitr1ment for the 
first time in a position where it could effectively combat the dangers 
:,f a· serious conflagration. '.l'hc department has since this time been 
11hle to confine all fires to the buildings in wliich they started. 

'l'hc ofTicials of the department nnd of tl1e Village ]ul\'e endeavored 
to. keep the department equipped with modern apparatus. In 1908 tlJC 
present Hook and Ladder 'l'ruck of Company No. 1 was purclrnsed and 
put into commission, and the original truck w11s sold. '.l'he present 
Automobile Combination Chemical and Hose Car was purchased in 1012. 

'l'he department, consisting entire}~, of volunteers, has nlwnrs been 
known throughout the community for its efficiency and the high cl111r
·1cter of its 111c111bc1·ship. 

Succeeding the first Chief of the Department., Dr. ,Yalter Yan Em
lmrgh, and in the order of their tenure of office, the Chiefs of the depart
ment Jmve been: J. Cah·in Bogert,, Btlwin Nickerson, D. ,J. 0 'Neill, Dr . 
. J. B. Hopper, George "'· Courter, and the present- incumbent, IT .. A. 
Tice, who was appointed on i\Iurch ·2, 1915. · 

PRESENT ORGANIZA'l'ION .\ND EQUIP~IENT 

'.l'hc tlcpartmci1t now consists of a Chief, II. A. '.l'icc, -two assistants, 
Wm. Van Dien and Jesse Van ,v:igcncn, a Superintendent of Fire 
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Alarm Telegraph, two Cuptr.ins, two Lieutenants, and twenty-four men. 
. The department heuclquarters and Hook aucl Lncldcr Company No. 

1, arc locatecl on Hudson Street in the ~Itmicipnl Building; while Hose 
Company No. 1 is located on Circle Avenue. . 

The equipment of the dcipnrtmcnt consists of one Locomobilc, single 
'tank combination chemical uncl hose automobile; one double tank horse
drawn chemical engine; one horse-drawn hook ancl ladder truck;. two 
hose wagons ancl four horses; ancl tl1c necessary working equipment. 

The fire alarm system is under the supervision of Frnnk A. Harrison, 
Superintendent of Fire Alarm Telegraph, ancl consists of twenty-eight 
fire alarm street boxes, five special boxes located in schools, twenty-two 
miles of lmrd-clrawn copper wire,. one two-thousand pound bell in the 
Municipal Building, ancl one one-thousand pound bell in the Circle 
Avenue house, with autorrnitic strike attachments, indicators, and 
tappers where required. 

There arc one hunclrccl uncl thirty-six public l1yclrants ancl five private 
hydrants in use for fire pmposcs. 

Trm llOARD OF HEALTH 

The Board of Health is c]1argccl "ivith the responsibility of protecting 
tl1c health of the citizens, ancl is empowered to make rules and regula
tions, such as clo not conflict with those of the State Bonrcl of Ilcalth, 
to prevent the sprcncl of contugious diseases, and to take such otlrnr 
steps as may be deemed 11ccess11ry to protect and conserve the l1ealth 
of the community. 

The records show that a Board of Ilealth was cstablisl1ecl by the 
Village Trustees on ,July 15, 1895, though its members were not nt 
once appointed. As a matter of £net, safeguarding the J1ealth of om· 
Village was eonsiclcred within the province of duties of the Board of 
Trustees, who thus constituted themselves a Board of Ilcnlth. 'rhc 
history of tlrn Board of Ilcalth, therefore, is the history of the Village 
Trustees until February 1, 1906, when the first rccorclccl meeting of 
a separate body was hclcl for the purpose of organization. 

During this time, however, The Village ImproYement Associatioil, 
through its Sanitary Committee, investigated complaints regarding the 
sanitary conditions of tl1c Village nncl became active in related duties. 
This committee was notably sncccssful in ending the practice of clump
ing garl>age, ashes, ancl other refuse incliscriminntcly, ancl, .in 1897, 
it cstablisl1ecl a regular service for the collcct.ic1 of gnrbagc nncl nsl1cs, 
the supervision of whieh was :issmnecl l>y tl1e Village officials in 1903. 

'l1hr011gh tl1c effol'ts of 'rhc Village Imp1·ovemcnt Association, in 
18!J7, an m1s11nitar~' open <litch, whfoh ran hetween Rillgewoocl mHl 
Franklin Avenues 'from a point near Broacl Street to the ITo-Ho-Kns 
Brook, was filled in. · 

In 1900 it establisl1ccl the pmcticc cif placing signs upon nil l1omcs 
which held cases of infectious cliscnsc. 

The first Board of Health consisted of tlie following mcmhel's: 
President, Frederick '\V. Gardner; Secretary, Dr. ,John T. Hunks·; Dr. 
II. A. Willard, Dr. John B. Hopper, and Wm. H. l\Toore. Dr. C. A. 
Dc:M:und was appointed Ilealt11 Officer, '\Vm. II. :Moore, Plumhing In-

52 



l' .Li S '1.' .Li N JJ PRES EN 'J.' 

Hpcctor, und J. JJJuuvclt llop1icr, lfogiHtrar of Vitul StutiHtics. These 
otlicinls met once u month in the old· Fire House until the following 
Jw1e, when the Board bog11a holding two, and Hometimcs more, mcot
ingH u mouth. By-lawN were adopted l~ebrunry 6, 1006, when J. Blau
velt lloppo1· waN appointed Clerk. On l\forch 6th of tho sume year, 
Judge David D . .Zabriskie w111,1 made Uonnser to the Board; in August, 
George li. Soult took the office of Plumbing liu;pceto1•, in place o.f 
.i\Ir. :Moore; und in October, Dr. IL II. Pettit became Health Officer, 
superseding Dr. Dcl\Iund. John B . .Zubriskic was appointed Counsel 
in January, 1!!07, succeeding Judge David D. Zabriskie. Ou l\foy 7, 
1907, owing to tl1e death of l\Ir. Gardner, Bdward T. White was 
appointed a member of the Bourd, and Dr. Hopper was elected Presi
dent. On January 5, 1910, l\lr. White became President. 

The first garbage and ash collocto1· was J. I. Van Blureom, who 
was appointed in February, 1!!06. Dr. Hopper superseded l1im in 
June, 1907, and upon his rotirement in November of the same year, 
the Faber brothers, who operated the Ridgewood Disposal ,vorks, 
were granted a license to carry on the garbage and ash collection work. 

'l'hc Board moved into the old Wilsey Building in Novcmbei•, 1908. 
Tu February, l!JOD, l\Ir. Soult became Registrar of Vital Statistics, 
Nttcecctliug l\fr. Hop1ier. On l\Iarch 16, 1910, Doctors ,v. L. Vroom 
1111d C. A. Dcl\Iund were appointed members of the Board, taking the 
place:, of Doctors Hopper and ,vmard, wl1ile Clarence A. Demurest 
was appointed Clerk. 

'l'he first ordinance passed by this Board June 27, 1906, was that 
relating to nuisances, privy vaults, and cesspools; seuvcngors, conta
gious discuses, burials, etc. This orclinnncc is still in force, witli an 
added mncndment regarding scavengers, .made effective in 1908. ·Before 
this, l10wcvcr, in l\Iarch, 1904, tlic Village 'l'rnstecs enacted -Ordinance 
No. 54. '!'his dealt with rules and regulations relating to plumbing, 
water supply, and ventilation of buildings. It was superseded in June 
of last ycur, however, by the present Plumbing Code. In 1907, the 
Board passed an ordinance dealing with proper sewer connections .of 
houses and other buildings; and in 1908, nu ordinance was passed 
l'Cb'Ulating the hmHUing and sule of milk. This was supplemented in 
J 910 by a provision for the licensing of persons, corporations, or asso
ciations of persons to deal in milk. In 1009, tho Board enacted an 
ordinance directing the elimination of breeding-places of mosquitoes; 
and in 1011 one regulating proper care and cleaning of stables and 
the disposition of manure. 

In· 1909, with tho financinl help of a few public-spirited citizens, 
tho services of a visiting nurse were secured for a short period, in 
a lauclublc effort to fostm·, by instruction in improved methods of l10usc 
t•urc, better living conditions in certain of our homes. The .formation 
of the R.iclgcwootl Relief Society wns a direct result of tliis effort. 

In tl1e Spring of 1910. a plan for the regular inspection of dairy 
premises was adopted with the set purpose of inculcating and enforc
ing among the dairymen modern and efficient dairy methods .in the 
production of l!ig]1.graclc milk. From time to time, samples of milk 
from the local dealers have been procured by the Board for analyses. 
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'!'his 1·cquircmcut hus lrnd U: sulutary effect, and consequently high 
staudurds luwc been ensured and maintained. It is satisfactory to 
report that in a recent statement ii;suecl hy the Division of Creameries 
and Dairies of tl1c State Boat;d; the condition of the Ridgewood dairies 
was declared as the best in the State. Jn addition to the supe1·visicins 
of the local Board, a,plan wns arranged in 1!ll3 with the State Board 
to have its inspectors mnke occasional Yisits to Ridgewood. 

'l'he Board hns always kept in close t_ouch with the Village water 
conditions. One of its accomplishments has been the installation of 
a· regular Rystem of tests. 

'l'l1e work of· exterminating the mosquito has been carried on in 
a vigorous manner for seYeral years. Oil has been spread on all 
stagnant water and in the lowlands, while many breeding places lrnvc 
bcc1i drained and filled. During the past year the work has been 
supplemented by the Bergen County i',Iosquito Extermination Com
mission, the rcprcscntutivcs of wl1ich, in addition to much valuable 
work, haYc.inspcctcd and charted every foot of ground in the Village. 

In i\Iuy, 1910, the Board moved into the '!'rust Company Building, 
but later, in June, l!Jll, was installed in its present office in the 
i\Im1icipal Building. On August !l, l!lll; George B. Hiclumlson was 
appointed Sanitary luspcctor in the place of Mr. Soult. i'lfr. Moore, 
however, temporarily a1-.ted in this capacity for a short season. 

\Vith the change in Village Government, in December, l!Jll, the 
entire Board uutomatieally went out of office, and the Conunissioners 
appointed a new Board naming Edward 'l'. \Vhitc us President, Dr. 
\V. L. Vroom us Sccrctury-'l'rcusurer, the other members· being Edward 
S. Brower, John Harmon, and Robert \V. i'lluns. 'l'hcsc, with I-Icaltl1 
Officer Pettit, Inspector i'!Iurpl1y, Clerk Demarest, and Registrar i',Iorris, 
constitute the present Village Health organization. Until the appoint
ment of J olm J. i'!Iurphy, Frank Stevens acted as Registrar of Vital 
Statistics. When Wilbur i'!Iorris was appointed Village Clerk in Feb
ruary, 1!112, he also assumed the title and duties of Registrar. i'!Ir. 
Richardson, owing to the provisions of the \Valsh Act, could not legally 
serve as Inspector and was made Deputy Health Officer, his duties 
combining that of Inspector. Subsequently, Inspector Robert B. 
Murphy, the present incumbent, was appointed and took office Jan
uary 2, 1012. 

In l!l12, Joseph Houlihan was appointed Deputy Inspector for 
scvci;al weeks to examine conditions in the Village pertaining to out
houses, ·stables, sewer connections, breeding-places for mosquitoes, etc. 
He reported 72 outside privies and 73 violations of the manure 
ordinance. 

Consideration of tl1e control of contagious diseases in the scl1ools 
and churches was jointly taken up by the School Board and the Ridge
wood nlcdical Society in 1!112, and, after numerous conferences, rules 
and regulations were formulated which greatly improved tl1e quarantine 
system. . 

During 1913, the Board instituted inspections of 1111 local ice-cream 
factories and noted the sanitary conditions of. tl1e Village stores. 
Licensed vendors were also placed under inspection. 
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In 101-1, the new State Law restrictions required an ·examination 
for glanders of all horses rcrnoYing into New York State; To comply 
with .this regulation, O\'Cl' 200 horses were cxnmincd, lmt no tmcc ol'. 
the disease was found. 

In .April, 1!)15, what might hu\'c pro,·ccl a sc\'cl'c CJJidcmic of scarlet 
feyer wns checked by the prompt action of the Bourcl in closing certain 
of the public schools, Snnclny-schools, 11nd other places where chihlrcn 
congregated. . 

ln l!Iay of the same year the Boar<l, with the aid of the ,vomcn's 
Club ancl the Boy Scouts, innngnratcd a vigorous anti-fly campaign. 
~[r. J. E. Coyle, of the Boy Scouts, was appointed 11 temporary Special 
Inspcctot·, with the boys as liis active assistants. 

Early in the present year 1111 epidemic of measles broke out which 
became a cause of considcrublc conccm on the part of the Board. A 
rigid enforcement of the quarantine, l10wcvcr, p1:oyccl effective in 
holding it within bounds. Owing to the inconveniences ancl possible 
distress imposed on families of patients by long periods of quamntinc, 
and to accord with the custom adopted in other representative muni
cipalities, the exclusion period from school was reduced to fourteen 
days. 

On ,July S, l!JlG, a special meeting wns held to dcvisfJ methods 
to prevent the spread to Hidgcwoo<l of the inf1111tilci-paralysis epidemic 
then raging in New York. .As a mcnns to this end the Sunday-schools, 
the Y. 1\[. U. A., and Play House were closed fo children under sixteen, 
and numerous other measures wct·c taken, which proved effective. Since 
then a joint meeting l1us been held in Ridgewood of the Boards of 
Health of Ridgewood, Glen Rock, Ilo-ho-kus, and ~Iidlancl · Park, to 
discuss ways and means of 1n·c,·cnting a spread of the disease. .As 
a result all visiting children were cletuincd, while those from infected 
distl'icts were quarai1tincd for obscrn1tion fot· 11 period of two weeks. 
A discussion of the County Isolation Hospital followed, and 11 joint 
resolution was submitted to the Freeholders urging its early comple
tion. It is l1opccl that the hospital, as well as the proposed co-oper
ative laborato1-.r, will become acquisitions of the very ncnr future. 

'l'HE SIIAJJJ; 'l'l!EI, CO~DIISS!ON 

'l'hc :first shade trees that were planted along the highways in 
Ridgewood arc located on nlaplc .Avenue and extend north about one
half mile from Ridgewood .A venue. 'l'hcy were set out during the 
curly sixties along their properties on both sides of the street by 
Captain Samuel Duyton, Samuel Gmydon, B: F. Robinson, .A. J. 
Cameron, A. J. Zabriskie and Richard Van Dien. 

A lnrgc number of trees were given to tl1c Village iii 18S0 by 
I. ,v. Englund and were set out under the direction of ,T. ,v. Ed
wards and B. F. Robinson. 

The fir11t organized effort fill' the impro,·cment of the public grounds 
was nwclc in1S!l7, wlicn 'l'hc Village Improvement ~\ssocintion caused 
the grounds surromuling tl1c Opera House to be }Jlowecl, g1·ass .. scc<l 
sowed,. ancl a numlJ.er of hushes planted. 'l'he association continued 
to care fot· the grounds fot· a number of years. 'l'hrough their cffoi'ts 
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tl1e Erie Railroad officials in l!JOl gave Jlowcrs for beds and placed 
benches near the. station. It was clue to their efforts also that in 18!J7 
nil signs and advertisements were removed from trees uncl rocks in 
conspicuous places throughout the Villngc. 

As the result of furthet· efforts of '.I.'he Village Im[lrovement 
.Association, individual property owners in 1!101 furnished approxi
mately two hundred trees and set out the present' silver maple trel!s 
on Gochvin Avenue as far as :i.\Iclrose Place, on Franklin Avenue from 
l\[onroc Street to the railrond tracks, and .along Ridgewood A venue 
from the railroad tracks to North Pleasant Avenue. 

Until the cstablislunent of the first Shade '.I.'ree Commission no 
further organized effort wiis made by the citizens, although numerous 
trees were set out from time to time by individual property owners. 

THE CO~c:.\USSIO.N 

New J erscy, as well as Pennsylvania, :i.\Iassaclmsetts and other 
Stutes .has, by statute, made broad provisions for the care nucl plant
ing of shade trees 011 the highwayi;. Undet· these laws, i11 January, 
l!JO!l, Ridgcwood's first Shade 'l'rcc Commission was appointed. Its 
members were I. E. lint.ton, Chairman, :i.\laurice ]!'ornachon and '!'. ;r. 
Foster. l!,. R :i.\Icier was made Secretary. Soun after its organization, 
,\h•. l~urnachon removed from the Village and was succcc<lcd by Gcur~c 
lI. Stevens. 

'!'he present Commission consii;ts of ,v. II. :i.\Iaicr, Chairman, Louis 
Chablc, Secretary, and A. C. Brooks. Samuel D. Graydon is Super
intendent. :i.\Ir. Graydon has also served as n member of the Com
mission, having been appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of the formet• Commisi;ioncr· J. II. Birch. 

'.I.'hc Commission Irns followed a systematic plan of planting trees 
along all our streets; of caring properly for the thousands of street 
and park trees that beautify the Village; and of removing dead and 
undesirable trees. 

STATUTE 

'l'o tl1c jurisdiction of the Shade 'l'rcc Commission is committed 
by statute the planting, setting out, maintenance, protection, and care 
of the slmdc trees in the public highways of the Village; and also 
the management, maintenance, improvement, repair, and control of 
the public parks belonging to the Village. 

S'l'REE'r WORK 

In the discharge of their duties the Shade '!'rec Commissioners may 
tentatively dcciue to plant trees along certain streets or parts of 
i;trccts. '!'he statute requires that notice of such intention to plant. 
be advertised once in a village newspaper at least twenty da)·s hcforc 
a public hearing at which the final decision is made; 01· at least ten 
clays before the hearing such notice may be served personally upon 
any owner of ren.l estate in front of whose property· it· is proposed 
to plant or remove a tree. '.I.'his advertisement or notice announces 
the intention to plant, and gives the elate and l10ur of the mcl)ting 
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ut which final decision is to be made. At this meeting a careful J1car
ing is given to all suggestions and objections, and such changes as 
then seem ach-isablc arc made in the proposed plan. 

l'LAN'l'ING 

During tltc pnst four ycurs 1110ro were set out by and under the 
authority of the Commission the following trees, along alJout eight 
miles of sti-ects:-

.Xurw11r 11111111,,- . . • . . . . . . • • . • • • . • . . • • . • . . . • • • . • . . . • . . • • • S!l2 
ll1,il 011ks • . . . • • . • • . • • . . . • . . • . . • . . . • • . . . . • • • • . . • . . . . • • • • rn:1 
Oricntnl phones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 140 
]'in onks .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !J2 
Sc11rlet onks . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 41 
l'rin1enn lirulen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !1;1 
Tulip •• • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 35 
J,uropcnn lintf1•11 •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . • IS 
J ... i1111idnn1h11r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
Ai lnnthus • . • . . • • . • . . • . . . . . . • . • . . • . . . • . . . • • . . • . . • . . . • • • • i 
Lomlmrtfy poplnrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :1 
~ugur n1npll1S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

1.4:IO 

Of these about 30 trcci; were rephwc111cn1s. 'l'hc 11m11bc1• of 110w t1·ccs 
phuitctl. by the Shade '.l.'1·cc Uommission within • these four yc:u·s is 
therefore about 1400. 

'l'hc thoughtful citizen will realize and appreciate what an increas
ingly valuable asset these trees will· become to the Village and l1ow 
great a part they will play iii inaking our "Ridgewood· Beautiful". 

'l'hc cost of statutory planting (that is, planting done under the 
authority of the statute creating Shade Tree Commissions) is assessed 
against the properties benefited and is entered upon the tax bill. Once 
paid, such an asscssnicnt docs not recur, ns the cost of any replace
ments · of these plantings is borne by ·the Commission. Tree planting 
clone by request is charged for at the time of the planting. 

CARE 

'l'hc proper care of tl1c trees is a matter of labor and of c.xpcnsc 
tlrnt is proportionately increased with each year's planting of addi
tional trees. 

'l'hc soil about the trees must be kept by cultivation or niulehing 
in such condition as to conserve tl1c moisture, to protect the roots and 
lmsc from wintm·'s harmful effects, and to add plant food to the soil. 
In times of drought the trees must be watered. At regular intervals 
the trees must be sprayed. · 

Defective or irrc!,"1.ilar branches . must be pruned, cavities must be 
cleansed, and br:mchcs that grow so low as to interfere with pedes
trians on sidewalks or with vehicles on the streets must· be removed. 
In zealously performing its duties, tl1e Commission finds its reward 
in adding to the comfort of the public and in increasing the beauty 
of the Village. 
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P.\RKS 

'l'hc Commission lms recently set cut a munber of trees in Linwood 
Park, established in l!HO. It !urn also the cure of the trees on the 
Jund acquired by the Village for a Parkway along the Ho-Ho-Kus 
Brook. This Parkwuy was begun us the result of un hweNtigution in 
l!JOS by the civic improvement expert, ~[r. Clmrlcs ~Iulforcl Rob
inson. When completed, it will be one of the most beautiful and 
attractive features of the Village. 

S'l'.\TION 1'1,.\Z,\ 

The Commission hus recently been responsible, under an arrange
ment with the cont.ructors, for the laying out and planting of the trees 
and shrubbery in the new station improvements. 

Tfm BUILDING CO::IDll'l'Tim 

Iii order to sufcguurd the citizens against imperfect and unsafe 
building structure!! and to reduce to a minimum the fire hazards of 
the Village, the Board of Commissioners adopted, on the 25th of Feb
ruary, l!Jl3, a building code which regulates and controls the con
struction, alteration, and .repair of all buildings in the Village, mill 
which provides for a Building Committee of not less than three, a 
Superintendent of Buildings, and· an Inspector of Buildings, who m·u 
charged with the duty of seeing that the ordinances urc strictly ci1-
forccd. · 

'l'hc Building Committee consists of the three Village Commis
sioners. ~Ir. Ii'. "\V. Simonds,· the Village. Bnginccr, is Superinten
dent und Inspccto1· of Buildings. 

DEPAR'f::IIEN'l' OP l!I\VI1NUE AND FINANCE 

.As .its name implies, this department hus to do with the cntirr 
hanc11ing of the receipts und expenditures of the municipality that 
hus adopted the commission form of government. 'J'he laws of tl1c 
State, however, purticulurly except the finances of the Board of Edu
cation from this control. Money for education is raised by taxation, 
like all the rest of the Village moneys, but it is paid over to the Board 
of Education for expenditure under their own control and accounting. 

In January of each• year the Board of Commissioners prepare a 
budget of the nioncy which in their judgment is required to run the 
Village. This budget is adopted finally in ,July. 'l'hc Assessor is then 
·given· the amount required and it is then his husincss to raise hy tax
ation the money asked for. 'L'hc a1ipropriations for the Bourd of 
Education in Ridgewood nrc .votc<l by the .taxpayers at a special elec
tion culled for tl1is purpose. 'l'he budget prepared by the Bonrd of 
Commissioners is not submitted to the voters for their approval. 

The money required tci l'Un a munfoipnlity is spent before it is 
received; in other words, the revenue from taxes paid in December 
of each year is used to 1iuy the expenses of tl111t reur: thus the Village 
is forced to borrow money in anticipation of taxes. 
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When Ridgewood adopted Commission Government, the department 
of revenue and finance estublished II propel' system of bookkeeping. 
Ench yenr it is required to lrnrn a complete audit mnde of nil books 
1111d vouchers. 

i\fr. George U. While is lhe present Commissioner acting aH the 
l1ead of the depul'tment, a 11ositio11 which lie hns l1cld since its estab-
lishment in 1011. · 

DJiPAl!'l'~IEN'r Ol•' l'UULIC Dll'llOVJ!~IEN'.l'S, l'Al!KS AND l'UULIC PJIOPElt'l'Y 

Physical Improvements 

'l'he first sidewalk "laid" in Ridgewood was a substantial one of 
wood and wus built by the firm of .Zabriskie & Hawes in the early 
70's. '!'his sidewalk ran from .the comer of Ridgewood and Bl'oad 
t\treets, south on Broad Sti-cct and tuming the comer of Dayton 
Street it continued to nnd acl'oss Prospect Stl'eet to the residence of 
Mr. Hawes, which wns located in an open men<low and now stands 
on Dayton Street opposite the Hefol'mecl Church. 'l'he "tide of tl'nvel" 
itnickly turned from l'rospeet Street to the station throi1gh the mud 
and the sidewalk was WOl'll out by the geneml public 01· burned for 
kindling wood. i\[r. ,Joseph 'IY. Btlwimls and other residents at this 
lime also laid wooden sidewalks along theil' prope1·tics which were all 
latel' supersctlcd by stone walks: 

Up to about 1880 no organized attempt had been made to improve 
lhe. sanitar.v conditions of the Yi!lugc. .Ahout tlmt time one of our 
citizens felt tlrnt conditions threatened a set•ious epidemic of typhoid 
fever. '!'he section between Broad and Prospect Stl'cets, composed of 
hog and thickets of bl'ush, was like n swamp on a l1ill. 'l1l1e cesspools 
mid the wells kept at· about the same le,·cl. 'l'he clanger of intel'
communicntion was apparent. 'l'hcn occurred the fil'st concentrated 
en'ort to better the conditim1s. 'l'wo owners of considerable property 
in that section planned to improve its value. A dr11in 11bout five feet 
deep had previously been run through Broad and Hudson Sfrccts 
across Prospect Street and through the Opera House site to Ridge
wood A,·cnuc and Oak Street, draining into a bog on the north side 
of Ridgewood Avenue to the region of the present Franklin Avenue 
and hcrond, into ·1111 area afterwards occupied by the lumber yards 
of G. G. Yan Dien. It was proposed to dig this drain to a depth of 
twelve or fifteen feet. 'L'his was done, and a cutting was made througl1 
the ha1·cl-pa11 that formed the heel and the rim of the lmsin of the 
swamp. Immediately the watel' in tl1e wells dropped ten feet in level; 
its c1m11ity was chm1ged und tl1e danger that threatened the settlement 
was aYcrted. Hundreds of curt-loads of dirt were afterwards clumped 
into tl1e Ridgewood-Franklin A vem1e, bog 11ntil it disappeared. 

Attention begun now to be given to II better organization of the 
work of mnintenance and improvement of the. roads. All road work 
had been lmncllcd without any system. 'l'hc "Path i\fastcr" might 
spend quite a sum of monc~' on <'Crtuin portions of the road, onlJ' to 
have liis work undone by his successor, who had other ideas of im-
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provcmcut; Under such u Hystcm, conHistcnt progres8 wus impossible . 
.Follo"ing the efforts of .John .A. liurinus, however, u plan was adopted 
of employing an engineer· who should . direct all work to the accom
pliHhment of a fixed and unchanging purpose. 

Luter, through the persistent efforts of I8uac E. Jlntton, Uidgc
wood Avenue wus gmded, with a cut of about ten feet at .Irving Street, 
and with the consequent result that the smfocc wutet· wm1 dmincd 
n11tur11lly. to the Ho-Ho-Kus Brook. 

'l'he people of the Villugc lm.vc made constant progress in improv
ing the 1;oads and streets. In 1866 the first Village streets wct•c laid 
out. In 1888 the principal streets were macadamized. As a pioneet~ of 
macadamized roads the Village made expenditure in 18!J2 of $30,000, 
and made its streets second to none in the State. . '!'he permanent 
improvement of liaple .Avenue during 1915, and the layhig of brick 
pavement in the streets about the railroad station in 1914 and l!JlG, 
arc described elsewhere in this book. 

Establishment of Department 

Previous to the establishment of an organized department of the 
Village to. care for such· matters, 'l'he Village Improvement .AHsociu
tiun, through its Street Committee, in 18!J8, inaugurated the use of 
1·ecept11clcs for the disposition of rubbish on the Village streets. Six 
receptacles were placed on the street corners of the main thoroughfare. 

During the sumc year the association was instrumental in securing 
the passage of an ordinance preventing store sweepings from being 
emptied upon the sidewalks and into the streets. In l!JOl the asso
ciation engaged a mun to sweep the main street of the Village two 
clays a week, and later started the street sprinkling system. 

·with the adoption in l!Jll of Commission G.ovcmmcnt, the Depart
ment of Public Improvements, Parks and Public Property was estab
lished, first under the direction of Commissioner F:·eclcrick Pfeiffer, 
and upon the expiration of his term of office in l!JlG, under the direc
tion of the new Commissioner, Dr. J. B. Hopper. i\Ir. 1!,. ,v. Simonds 
is Village Engineer and l\Ir. J. D. Carlock is Superintendent of Streets 
and Sewers. 

This department is. responsible for the maintenance of all Village 
streets, of storm and sanitary sewers and of the sewage pumping 
plants and disposal system. It plans and constructs all new streets, 
sewers, curbs, gutters and sidewalks, when laid out and built by the 
Village. It attends to the purchase of all supplies and materials 
used in its work. It controls the Village yard uncl i·ailroad spur on 
Chestnut Street. It has u steam-roller and seven horses for use in 
its work, four of the horses being used also for hauling the fire appa
ratus wl1en called to fires. An automobile is furnished the S1111erin

· tcndent of Streets for use in .connection with liis duties. 
'fhe department is also responsible for the constmction of au· build~ 

ings, in accordance with the provisions of the building code, and for 
the care of parks and public property o111c1· than th:it assigned to 
another particular department. 
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The Village Engineer 
The Village Engineer lms actiYc clinrgc of the department and 

makes periodical reports to the· Commissioner directing tl1c depart
ment. He makes sur,•eys and investigations; he designs all construc
tion work and draws the necessary specifications; lie · is responsible 
for all contract work done for the Village and keeps a record of ex
penditures of the department classified so as to show actual and unit 
costs for all work done by the Village. 

The Superintendent of Streets and Sowers 
Tl1e Superintendent of Streets and Sewers reports to tl1c Village 

Engineer and nets as tlJC. immediate head of all cmploycs in tlie de
partment. He is responsible for tl1e carrying out of all w01·k done. 
by Hie Village in accordance with J1is specific instmction11. 

Sewer System 
The department lrns in its care approximately nineteen miles of 

sewer pipe and two sewer plants, one located ·on the west side, which 
acts as a pumping station, and another on the cast side, constmctcd 
in 1903, which contains a large· septic tank to which the pipe system 
first conducts the sewage. Herc the bulk of the organic matter is 
precipitated and retained. It is then subjected to a bacterial action, 
wldch disintegrates and consumes it. 'l'hc overflow of water is con
ducted to filter be ls of coke co,•crcd with crushed stone. It is there 
purified and is then discharged into a stream mnning from the Village. 

Sixty-one !lush tanks have been installed at the dead ends of sewers. 
Once e,•ery twenty-four hours they automatically flush the sewer. Jines 
to wl1ich they arc connected. 

'l'he cost of maintaining tl1c sewage system, including wages of two 
men on clay nncl two on night duty, expenditure for electl'ic power 
at tlJC pumping station, and expenses of repairs ancl up-keep of both 
plants, amounts approximately to $1.00 per inlrnbitant per year. 

ADVJSORY DOARD 

,vith the establishment of the Commission form of Government in 
1911, the newly elected Commissioners deemed it to be in keeping 
with tl1c spirit of thnt form of government to invite the format.ion 
of a body of citizens into an Advisor~• Boarcl wl10 would meet with 
the Commissioners from time to time for the discussion of problems 
of public interest and their best mode of solution. 

'fhc present Bonrcl <'onsists of Georl-(c F. B1·acl,ctt, De ,vitt Clinton, 
,Tr., 'I'. •,T. Fosfc1·, W. ,T. l~ullerton, Bari~- Hipkins, Frederick Pfeiffer, 
Franz Scl1wnrtz, ,T. TT. Sn~·ller, S. S. ,valstrum, IT. CL White, and 
,T. D. Van Emburgl1. While this Advisory Board has no legal standing 
in the govcmment of tl1c Village, the opinions and comiscl of its 
members arc of great vnluc, not only to tl1e Commissionct·s in deter
mining the policies to lie pursued in public afl'nil's, but also to every 
uitizcn of. Riclg-cwood, who profits by a wise ancl efficient (lr]ministra
tion of the public business. 
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AllM!NIS'l'RA1'ION OF ,TUS1'!CE 

The administration of justice, through the courts of law, is one 
of· the most solemn and important exercises of the powers of govern
ment. 'l'hc government which we have adopted in this country by 
the free choice of the people is bused upon the absolute independence 
of the judicial department. 'rhc courts stand for the protection of 
rigltts, for the redressing of wrongs, for tl1c punishment of crime. 
They arc tl1e great safeguards of the freedom of the people; hence 
,vc clothe these institutions with dignity and invest them with im
pressive formulitics that they may he duly granted the respect and 
obedience which arc clue their exulted prerogatives and powers. 

The judicial functions of the Village of Ridgewood arc pcrfonncd 
by three courts: The Court of Common Picas, located in Hackensack 
and commonly known as the County Court; the District Court of 
Ridgewood, and the Rccorclcrs' Court. 

Oortrl of 00111111011 Pleas 

Baron Van dcr Cappcllcn cstuhlishcd a Comt of Union Hill for 
the purpose of settling differences between the India11s and wl1itc set
tlers. The exact elate of its institution l111s 11cvc1· been ascertained. 

In 1655 Adrian Post was nppointccl h~• Van clcr Cappcllcn as liis 
deputy to "treat with the Hackcnsnck Indians for the release of pris
oners"; later, in 1657, a treaty wns made with the Indians, through 
another deputy, Van Dincklogcn, wl1ich provided, among othct· things, 
for the "submission of disputed rnaUcrs 1o the Courts of ,Justice at 
Hospating, near Hackensack." . 

For nine years, from 1652 to 1661, and pnssihly lo11gm·, the Court 
of Burgomasters and Scl1cpcns exercised acth·c operation. A local 
Court, consisting of a Scl1011t (presiding judge) and three Schcpcn.~, 
or rnagistratcs, was cstablisl1cd at Bergen in Scptc111hcr, 16(i1. '!'his 
Court had civil and criminal jurisdiction, and any appeal from its 
decisions was made to the Director-General and Counsel at :i\Tanltattan. 

In 1683 tl1c twenty-four proprietors 1·esponsiblc for "'l'hc Fun
dumental Constitutions for the Pro,·incc of East New ,Jersey in Amer
ica;" decreed that neither "justice nor right sl10uld be lmught or sold" 
ancl that "nll tryals should be by twelve men, :md, ns near as it 11111~· 
be, peers and equals"; also tl1at "in cases of life there shall he at 
first twenty-four returned b~· the sheriff for a grand inquest". It 
tlms appears thnt our present jur~- system (gmnd and pct.it) was 
seimrcly cstahlisltcd at that em·ly 11eriod in the l1istory of American 
jurispmdcnce. Indeed it lms been p1·actically maintained without 
serious clrnnge, notwithstamling the constantly clumging influences 
affecting tl1c life of the people. 

On l\foJ• 14, 1688, an Act. pa;,sccl by the General Assembly con
vened at Perth Amho~·, prodded for 11 "Court for Trial of Small 
Causes". This Court was to he held rnonthly at tlJC house of Law
rence Anclriss at Ne,1• Hackensack. the name by wltich tl1c settlement 
on the west side of 11JC Hackensack River wns then known, the 1crri
tory on the cast side of tlJC river being c1istinguisl1ecl as "Old Hack-
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cnsuck". .A similar Court convened nt t.hc }1ousc of Dr. Johannes, on 
the I-Inckcnsack River. 

Prior to 170!) Bergen County clid not ineluclc within its boundaries 
the tcrritorJ· west of the Hnckcnsnek River. In thnt ycnr the lines 
of foe county were · cxtcnclcd, nnd tlic county lying west of the Hnck
cnsnek Rivet• udmittccl. '.l'hc Villnge of Huckemmck hccnmc the County 
scat, and there the first Court house was built. '!'his edifice stood .on 
"'.l'hc Green", near :i\fnin Street. It wns dcstroj·ecl by the Jfritish 
in J780. 

In 1704 the Supreme Court of this State wus established by Lord 
Cornlmry. 

'l'hc second Court houKe antl II jail were built in Youghpough, in 
Franklin •rownsliip, during 1110 Re,·olution. 

· 'l'hc thircl Court hmrnc of Bergen County, the first after the Rev
olution, was built at Huckcnsack, near Main Street, on property -i1•l1ich 
Inter belonged to Richard Pnul 'l'crhune. A clerk's office was built 
nbout ]812 on tl1c west side of :i\fain Street, north· of the Susquchmmn 
Railroacl, ancl remained until 1853. In 181!1 the fourth Comt house 
was built on property dccclccl by Robert Campbell. It was enlarged 
sc\·cml times, and in 1892 wm1 rcconstructccl. 

On .Tu)y 6, J!JlO, wns laid tl1c corner-stone of tl1c present County 
Court House 011 Mnin Street, ITac•kensnck. 

'rhe nclministrath·c · system of Corinnon La,1· reaching clown to us 
from coloninl times, l111cl its origin in tl1c Common Lnw of Englnncl. 
Though moclificntions in form!! ·1111cl in pnicticc arc mi1clc from time 
to time to meet: the requirements of modern ch1111ging co11ditiom1, ~·ct 
I.he fun<lnmt•nlal principles of the law, foundetl as they arc on inherent 
rig-Ms, cont.inne suhstnntiall.v uncl111ngec1 from generntion lo generation. 
The tentle1wy of our cfo~• is 1owartl si111plifi1•ation of 1ile11clings· am! 
practice. Tn the plaec of the dozen judges formerly 1·cquii·ccl as essen
tial to l'llle our Count~· Court II singlo judge now p1;csitles with marked 
efficiency. 

· In the earlier days most of the judges offieititing in the Court of 
Common Plens were not Iaw;rcrs, but for mauy years it has hccn tl1c 
invnriahle cnstoni to select the J>residin·g judge from the ranks of men 
who l111vc tnkcn their legal degree. · · 

Ridgewood has had the l1onor of 1•c1wesc1it11tion oi1 the l1enel1 of 
this Conrt when Hono1;11blc David .D. Znbi·iskic ·served ns its Judge 
from 1898 to ]!)08. . . 

JJiNll'icl Court 

'l'hc District Court ranks ns one of Ri<lgc1\·oo<l°'s most useful insti
tutions. It h11s jurisdiction over .the whole of Bergen Co~1i1ty nnd 
supersedes the "ancient nnd honorable" Court of Justice of the Pence. 

'l'he1:c nre three. District Courts for the Coimt.y, nncl these have 
their court rooms located as follows: · · 

First 'District in the CitJ• of Englcwooc1; Sccimcl District in the 
Borough of Rutlicl'for·d; 'I'hird District in the villages of Hackensack 
ancl Ridgewood. 
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The judges of these Courts frequently mrnhangc. courtesies by hold
ing court for one another. As tltc·rcndcr is, nuturnlly, interested more 
particularly in what concerns Ridgewood, the 'l'hird District Court 
only will be referred to. 

'!'his Court w:is created by an .Act of the Legislature of this State 
. entitled "An .Act to incorporate the Third Judicial District of the 
County of Bergen". Tl1is was Jmsscd ~\pril 11, 1908, and took effect 
January 1, l!l0!l. 

The territory assigned to the jurisdiction of this Court, us defined 
by the Act creating it, embraces that po1-tion of Bergen County reach
ing from New York Stntc line on the north to Garfield and Rutherford 
on the south, and from the Hackensack River on the cast- to the Passaic 
County line on the west. 

"With a view of avoiding possible inconvenience and annoyance that 
the el\.1:cnsivc population over this wide .territory might be subjected 
to, the Legislature decreed that Court should be l1cld. in two different 
places in this District. Hackensack nnd Ridgewood were thus chosen. 

The Court has commodious· court rooms in the County Court House 
at Hackensack and in the Trust Company Building at Ridgewood. 
At first the Ridgewood Court held its sessions in Prospect Hall lmt 
two years Inter moved to its present ·quarters. 

The regular Court days nrc: Tuesday in Ridgewood; Friday in 
Hackensack. Special days for jury trials arc set by the judge. 

Judge Cornelius Doremus was thr, first judge to l1olcl this Court. 
He was appointed by Governor Fort on January 18, l!J0!l, to serve 
for a term of five years. He occupied tl1c bench for the full term, 
ancl was succeeded liy ,Judge Peter Vv. Stagg, the present incumbent. 

'l'hc Court has civil jurisdiction only. Criminal cases 111·e trierl 
elsewhere. 

It is a busy Court; each session lists a long calendar of lanc1lorc1 
and tenant cases, actions for breach of contract, ncciclcnt suits, aetious 
to enforce ordinances, and similar actions other than those involving 
offenses against criminal laws, and equity cases. It is essentially wl1at 
is popularly described ns "The People's Court". · Its sessions con
tinue the year round and by its expeditious trial of cases at n mini
mum of cost to litigants, lms well· dcsc1·vcd its popular title. 

Its • reputation and importa11cc nrc furtl1cr evidenced by tl1c large 
volume of business brought to it. Tl1c majority of the cases nre tried 
by the judge witl1out a jury. Tl1e court opens promptly at !l :30 in 
the forenoon nml continues in session until all cases mnrkccl "read)'" 
·arc clisposccl of. Frequently n court clay lasts until six o'clock, often 
lntcr. ' 

The Court offi1,ials consist of n juclgc, clerk. nssistant clerk, scr
e;cant.at-arms, nml stcnograpl1cr. Judson B. Salisbury of Riclgcwood 
]ms acted as clerk oi: the Court almost since its organization. 

The olcl saying. "The Law's Delay", lms no application to this 
particular Court. Usually not more than two weeks arc occnniccl from 
the presentation of a case to tl1c rendering of a decision. There arc 
sixteen fixed rules governing tl1c Court's proccclnrc, liesiclcs tl1c "Gen
eral Rules of Pmciisc" fixed liy the statutes of the State. 
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During . the first five years of the existence of the Court, upward 
of six thousand suits were introduced and disposed of in Hackensack 
and Ridgewood, and not one per cent of these were appealed to the 
Supreme Court. 

The Court is already well advanced in its second five-year term. 
"The Court of the People" is one of the institutio11s of which Ridge
wood is justly proud. 

Rccol"clcr's Cou,-t 
This Court was cstablisl1ccl by tlIC Village Commissioners on April 

28, 1914, under the authority conferred upon them by 1111 act of tl1c 
Legislature of tl1c State of New Jersey entitled "A supplement to an 
net-An .Act for the formation and government. of Villages-approved 
February 23rd, One Thousand Eigl1t Hundred and Ninety-one", ap
proved 1\Inrch 26, 1914. . 

The net provides tl111t "Such recorder s]mll have tl1c same juris
diction, power, and authority in criminal matters, affiliation proceed
ings, relief, removal and settlement of the poor, breaches of tl1c peace, 
vagrancy and disorderly conduct, and violation of the municipal or
dinances, 11s arc now conferred upon justices of peace in tl1is State". 

On the date first mcntionccl the Village Commissioners appointed 
Frederick V . . Watson, Counsellor-at-Law of the State of New Jersey, 
practising in tl1is Village, 11s its recorder for a tci·m of four years. 
Prior to the institution of tl1is Coi.u·t 1·ccordcr's duties were cxcrciscc1 
by justices of pence, wl10 were elected by tlie people by popular vote. 
Dr. George l\L Ock:ford, tl1c· present Village Post11111stcr, tl1cn a justice 
of pence, formerly acted in this capacity for tl1is community. 

Tl1c Recorder's Court lms jurisdiction in 11ll matters specifically 
conferred by statute, otl1cr tlmn · tlrn above mentioned, notably for 
violations of the laws applying to the use and operation of motor 
vehicles.. · 

The Recorder is also a pence officer. He ims tl1c power to commit 
to the county jail, .to await tlic action of tl1e prosecutor as to admission 
to. bail or retention in such county jail, all persons clmrgcd with any 
serious violation of tl1e .criminal statutes of tl1is State. Since pcrsous 
charged can waive such l1caring i£ they so desire ancl be committed 
fortl1witl1, or tl1cy may make a statement, tl1c recorder's cluty requires 
him to investigate .whctlrnr or not thew haYc eommittccl the breach of 
the criminnl statute chal'gcc1. Sl10uld lie find l'clisonablc grounds for 
assuming tlmt tl1cy have -committed such violation, it is ltis duty to 
commit them fortltwitl1. anc1 rest tJ1c final outcome upon flw decision 
of tl1c prosecutor and tlIC grand jury of the county. 

Rm· of Ridgewood 
Tl1e story of the judicial institutions in wl1icl1 tl1c citizens of Ridge

wood nre interested would lie ineomplete witl10ut nt least some refer
ence to those of tl1c legal profession who lmve; at various times, 
represented our residents in tl1e Courts. 

As in other activities of the community, tl1c legal lmsit1css of the citi
zens was taken care of by lawyers liaving offices in nearby communities, 
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principally in Hackensack, wl1cre the County Court had been estab
lished and which offered au attractive spl1cre for their calling. 

The increase in population and tlie growth of the community in 
the lnst years have brought a number of tl10 legal profession to the 
Village. While a few of these maintain offices in Hnckensaek and 
New York City, those wl10 have offices in the Village at the present 
time, m·e the following. 'l'he year recorded after each name rCilpec
tively inclientes the time of estnblishing pmctice. 

Judge D,wid D. Znhriskio ... ; . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1884 
,Tndgo Cnnll!lina Doremus ... _........................... 1887 
,John ll. Znhriskic ..•....••........•............• , . . . . • lll04 
1-'rc,lcl'ick V. Wnumn • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • lll07 
George V. lfolsey . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lllOO 
Grnnt C • .l!'ox . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . • . • . . • . . . . . . . • • • llll I 
Lewis R. Conklin .·••........••.......•. . .•.. , ..... , . . . 1013 
Clyde A. Ilog.,rt • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1015 
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CH.APTER IV 

EDUCATION.AL INSTITUTIONS .AND THE 
PUBLIC LIBR.ARY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

TO one who is interested in the present public school system of 
Ridgewood there is u certain fascination in tracing its growth 
from small beginnings. '.l.'oduy there arc six different centers, 

wJ10rc 64 tcilchcrs arc engaged in the work of educating. our 1,600 
children. 'fhc system is administered by II Board of Education, elected 
by the citizens, the present personnel of which arc :-Dr. H. S. Willard, 
President; E. B. Lilly, Vice-President; Ifadlcy Ford, Clerk; A. Frank 
Halsted, E. l\I. Bull 11nd D. R. Bacon. 

Standing on Harrison .Aycnuc near the Purmnus Church, a little, 
one-room churchlikc structure, disused since the Kenilworth School 
was built, w11s for many years the pince where the lamp of knowledge 
was kept aglow in the Paramus region by a long succession of school
masters and schoolmistresses. 

Four other schools liad preceded the present building on approxi
mately the some site. The first, used in the year following the Treaty 
of Pence that established the intlcpcnclcncc of the United Stutes, was 
formerly u dwclliug-housc. It wus located about fifty feet southeast 
of the prcBcnt Paramus Church building, u slight depression of the 
earth still marking the spot. '.l.'his building was itself the successor 
of a still curlier schoolhouse built in .that vicinity. 

In 1810 a change became • necessary and a small stone l1ousc was 
erected for school purposes near the sexton's l10usc. of the Paramus 
Chui·cl1. 

In 1820 a second stone sclwol building was erected about two 
lnmdrcd feet cast of the present structure. 'fhis, in 1845, gave pince 
to a fmmc building. near the same ground. It was used. until 1871, 
when the present building was erected. · . 

It is interesting to note that the supervision of schools rested with 
the clmrch authorities until tl1c ch·il powers· took oYcr their admin-
istmtfon. . . . 

On l\Iicllund AYcnuc there is in present use an attractive school 
building .tl1c predecessor of which, 11 hundred years ago, stood on 
Paramus Road between Ridgewood Avenue nnd Grove Street. In these 
two schools, for generations, the little ·nutch children from the scat
tered farms studied their A B C's and applied tl1cmsclYcs to the 
mastery of the three R's. 

Several miles to the west of Paramus, . beyond tl1c fields and wood 
of the Van Emburgh farm, the little Village of Godwiiwillc Imel come 
into existence a lnmdrcd years· ago on the heights just beyond the 
western borders of the present Ridgewood. Herc, on tl1c Gome Road 
between tl1c present l\Iidland Park Railroad station and · tl1c brook, 
stood a little brownstone school where Dutcl1 nnd English were com-
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monly spoken. Part of a blucksmith shop, still standing, is the only 
truce that i·cmains of this old school. Children of a later day were 
provided with more modern accommodations and better instruction in 
the newer l\lilllund Park Public l:ichool and in the Dutch Christian 
Private School. 

A purt of u b'i·i~1t ·building, erected in 1770, just south of the resi
dence of Garret I.. lloppcr at the junction of Harristown Road and 
Rock Road (no\\iii'.1scd us a dwelling and within the present limits of 
Glen Rock), fumished a gcnemtion ugo, a one-room school-the fourth. 
In this meagre building n1m1y of IUdgcwood's citizens had their curliest 
schooling. It seems to have been attended mainly by the children 
living in that section extending from llarrison .Avenue through the 
present center or the Village to Glmi Rock, which it included. 

In 1872 the four schools_ mentioned proved too remote to. be at
tended by many child1·en in the homes which had sprm1g up. A new 
school district was then formed, and iL wooden schoolhouse containing 
two rooms was built on the site of what is now the present Union 
Street School. When Hiclgcwood 'l'ownship• was set ·off from Franklin 
'l'ownship, four years latm·, this remailiecl the only schoolhouse in the 
'l'ownship, and here all the children of Ridgewood received their school
ing. Luter, increasing attendants made it necessary to uclcl two more 
rooms. '!'he attic was converted fo1· this purpose. Subsequently the 
basement of the _Dutch Reformed Church ,,·as used as un annex to 
provide for the ever-increasing pupils . 

.At this junctmc public opinion ventured to assert itself. At a 
school meeting it was voted_ to buy the comfidcl on the comer of 
Beech Street and Franklin .Avenue and to build upon it a large 
wooden schoolhouse at a cost of $35,000. But public opinion. had not 
fully expressed itself-the women had not yet spoken! On the fol
lowing -clay a pctitioi1 was framed and put into circulation by the 
women asking the 'l'rnstccs to call another meeting to reconsider the 
resolution and to ask for enough money to build a structure of brick, 
instead of frame. '!'he 'l'rustces complied, a meeting was called, and 
·almost unanimously $-17,000 was voted and a brick building ordered. 
'!'his building, located on Beech Street, ,vas completed and occupied 
about Ociobcr 1, 1895. It is still, in certain respects, the best school 
building in the Village or Ridgewood. With eight good-sized class
rooms, seven small rooms, and an assembly hull on the third floor, the 
building afforded a welcome relief from the crowded conditions of the 
Union Street SchooL '!'he use o.f the· latter building was discontinued, 
and later it was tom do\\;n to make way for the present Union Street 
School building. 

When completed, the Beech Street School was deemed second to 
none of its size in the State. It was constructed during the adminis
tration of l\Ir. D. W. La Fctm as President of tl1c Board of Educa
tion. _'!'his worthy citizen has always taken an active interest in public 
school work mid, for many years, has been a telling influence in 
educational mutters in the Village. It may be interesting to note that 
the idea of '"l'hc Gi·adcd School System" which was incorporated into 
a law by the 1:;ltatc of New Jersey originated with l\Ir. La Fctra. 
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'!'hough the plan was introduced in the State Legislature by Dr. 
'l'homas G. Clmttlc of Long Brunch; it was suggested by i\Ir. La Fctra 
to Dr. Chattle, while u teacher in the curly fifties under the latter's 
incumbency as School Superintendent of Ocean 'l'ownship, New Jersey. 

The progressiveness of the Ridgewood of twenty odd years ago is 
indicated by tl1e fact that in 1894 a kindergarten class under l\Iiss 
Ivy W. Green was established in connection with its school. This 
was one of the first public kindergartens in New Jersey: 

Iri 1895 the nine years' elementary course was remodeled into an 
eight years' elementary course, followed by a three years' high0school 
course. .'l'lmt same year, Sewing, under Miss Sara Denison; 1'Innual · 
Training, under l\Ir. B. C. Wooster, and more advanced Art and Me
chanical Drawing, under l\liss l\Iaggie Vreeland, were made a part 
of the school curriculum. 'rhosc were pioneer days in the introduction 
of handwork in the public schools. Under the leadership of Mr. 
Wooster, Ridgewood became one of the pioneer school communities 
in industrial education. · 

Dui-ing the ten years from 1895 to 1905, the Beech Street School 
building housed all the Ridgewood school children. 

In 1905 Ridgewood met the increased needs of its school _children 
by constructing three four~room school buildings: The Kenilworth 
Place, Union Street, and .l\Ionroe Street schools. 

During the year 1905-1906, under tlw superintendency of Dr. Wm. 
'1'. "Whitney, the high-school course was extended· to cover four years, 
and the work of extending and modcmizing the school, which Mr. 
·wooster lmd begun, was greatly advanced. The high-school graduates 
of that year began to enter college and normal schools. Each succeed
ing year l1as seen their numbers increase. 

In 1906 four rooms were added to the Union St1;cet Scl1ool. 
The schools grew so steadily for the next five years that, in 191.1, 

tl1e pressure of need demanded the immediate erection of a new build
ing. The Harrison Avenue School was begun. At the same time work 
of extension was started upon the Kenilworth Pince nncl Monroe Street 
buildings. To each of these buildings seven rooms and assembly lmll, 
were added. 

In 1912 the growing educational needs of tl1e section known as 
Upper Ridgewood prompted an appropriation for the purchase of a 
plot on Eric A venue, corner of California Street, containing 2 acres, 
and for tlJC erection thereon of a one-story portable building. 

· In 1913 the High School grew almost to the limits of the capacity 
of the Beech St1·()ct building. Only one room remained unoccupied. 
'l'o cope with other demands for space three portable schoolhouses were 
placed on the adjacent grounds to provide, . tcmpornrily, for three 
grammar grndes. In the same year the citizens of Ridgewood voted 
to purchase as a site for a· new High School building and an athletic 
field the property of Captain Jolm A. Edwards, situated on East 
Ridgewood Avenue, corner of Heermancc Road, and the field fronting 
the same formerly ]mown as the White Star Baseball Field. 

The hill on which it is proposed to erect tlic building comprises a 
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plot of 518 feet by 346 feet. With the athletic ·field it covers a total 
of approximately nine acres. 

'l'he old Edwards house was removed, and the large burn was placed 
on the Athletic ]?icld. at the n01·th end and has beell renovated and 
put in first-class condition, making an attractive club house for the 
use of the High School athletes. Set in among fine. old trees, it pre
sents au attractive appearance which is much cubaneed · by the large 
1lagpolc, erected 011 the ground adjoining, presented on July 4, 1915, 
to the scl1ool children by the Indepeuclcnce Day Association of Ridge
wood. A large American flag, for use on this pole; was also presented 
on the same clay, by Bergen Council, Jmtior Oriler of American 
i\Iechanics. 

The High School 011 this ]till, where the building will be easily 
visible from a considerable,. distance, and· the Athletic Field facing it, 
forntiug a natural amphitheatre, will together provide a site unsur
passed in the State and will, no doubt, stimulate emulation among 
school authorities in other commmtities. · 

'l'his property . cost the town $28,500. Five thousand dollars has 
been expended since to raise the Athletic Field to a higher level. Earth 
from the Station Improvement was used for . this purpose. The street 
passing through the property and marking the line between the school 
site.and t11e Athletic Field bas been gratuitously deeded by i\Irs. i\Iartha 
Edwards to the Board of Education. · 

· By 1914 the High School required and occupied the entire Beech 
Street edifice. It made use of every available nook and corner in the 
building. Two attic_ rooms were finished off to serve as cooking and 
sewing rooms. Three cellar rooms were put into use as a i\fauual Train
ing room and: laboratories £or Physics and Chemistry. i\Ieamvltile the 
over-crowded conditions 0£ the classes in the Beach-Union Primary 
and Granunur Schools caused the arranging of £our of these classes on 
part time, despite . the accommodations afforded temporarily by the 
three portable one-room buildings. 

In 1915 a four-room school building to cost $17,500 was authorized 
to replace the portable structure on the Upper Ridgewood School site. 
'rhis buildjng, since completed, has been in use since school opened in 
October, 1916. The design is of the mission type. It is one sto1-y in 
height, and contains four regulation size classrooms ancl teachers' room. 
It is fumishcd with the most modem 0£ plumbing, 11eating and ven
tilating equipment. 'rhis school is the only example of its type any
where in the vicinity and, besides offering every advantage in lighting, 
good vmi.tilation, and practicability from an administrative viewpoint, 
it is in proper harmony with the group of artistic homes surrounding 
it in that locality, and is as pleasing to tho eye as one could desire. 
'l'he building is constructed so that other similar units may be added 
as occasion may require. It _is. designed to provide for a full eighth 
grade and kindergarten grammar school, with a large assembly 111111 
accessible from all corridors. Besides being in daily use for school 
purposes, the building has become the community centre for all forms 
of civic and social gatherings and has proved a most valuable adjunct 
to the community it serves. 
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During the same year (1!!15), a proposition to issue bonds to the 
c..-.,;tcnt of $150,000 for the purpose of erecting a unit, at least, of n 
new J:Iigh School building was vetoed by the citizens, the time being 
considered us m_ost inopportune for the expenditure of such a sum. 
After several months of agitation and efforts to educate the people in 
school.requirements, an appropriation of $225,000 was voted, in Jan
uary, 1916, to build a modem J:Iigh School building. 'l'hc firm of 
Tracy & Swartwout, of New York City, was selected to design the new 
group, and contracts lmvc been signed and work already staflcd upon 
wlmt bids fair to be tl1c most beautiful' as well as tl1e. most ·pmcticublc 
series of buildings for educational purposes in .the public school system 
of this or any neighboring State. 

'l'hc plans provide for a group arrangement of buildings .. Tl1c ad
vantages of increased light and air and the unusual opportunities 
afforded by the natural contour of the site, make such a design praca 
tical, pleasing to the eye, and economical in construction. 'l'hc aim to 
conserve tl1c beautiful . grove of trees was ano.thcr dctcrminin•~ facto1·. 
in the ·arrangement of this architectural ensemble. .According to· the 
proper artistic standards a group of low buildings with exterior lines 
broken up and steep pitched roofs were essential to give the requisite 
picturesqueness. . 'l'hc lay-out of .the buildings was so carefully planned 
that except for the rcinoval of one useless hickory and a few apple 
trees, the stately· elms, pines, birch, and other beautiful trees were 
· preserved entire. Few public school sites offer such wonderful natural 
advantages. 

The finished · structure provides for a capacity of one thousand 
pupils. Tl1c miit now under construction will accommodate between 
sL-.,; and seven hundred. Expensive material will not be employed to 
produce the desired artistic effect. Construction will be fire-proof 
throughout; the exterior walls will be of reddish-colored brick trimmed 
with cast stone, while the roofs arc to he of slate. . 

The main building will contain nineteen class and recitation rooms 
together with complete labo1;ntory equipment for the sciences; ample 
space is provided for the manual training and domestic science. de
partments, as well as fo1· those of art, stenography, and boc;ikkccping; 
there arc to be, in addition, 11 l10spitul and administrative room, while 
provision is also made for· a lunch-room, and for storage facilities. In 
the basement will be placed the boiler plant, toilets; etc. 
· The Auditorium, wl1ich is to be a separate building, will lmvc sent-. 
ing accommodation for one thousand persons. It will be connected 
with the main building and will serve also as an assembly room und 
study-hull. The interior of the Auditorium will be done in brick and 
plaster with an ornumcntal vaulted ceiling. 

The Gymnasium, located near the Athletic Field,· ,vill be provided 
with thorougl1ly. modern equipment. '1.'hc shower, locker rooms, etc., 
will occupy the basement. Luter, it is intended that this building 
slmll connect dirc_ctly with the main building. The unit at present 
contracted for, it is hoped, will be ready early in 1918. Our school 
plant now consists of the following buildings and grounds: 

1.. Beech Street School, !mown as the J:Iigh School, on plot of land 
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at corner of Beech · Street. and Fmnklin Avenue, containing fifteen 
rooms and assembly hall. 'l'hrce of these rooms are used for admin
istration purposes. 

2. Harrison Avc1iue School, located at Harrison Avenue and Fair
view Place, containing seventeen rooms and assembly. 

3. Kenilworth School, on Kenilworth Place between Ridgewood and 
Spring Avenues, containing twelve rooms and assembly. 

4. U11io1i. Street School, containing ten rooms. 
5. Monroe Street School, on .llfomoc Street between Franklin and 

·Godwin Avenues, containing twelve rooms and assembly. 
6. Upper Ridgewood School, a new and modern one-story struct

ure, containing four classrooms. 'l'hc . design of this school 1·cprescnts 
quite a mdical departure from the other school buildings in this vicinity. 

7. Four one-room portable buildings, upon the Beech Street plot. 
These were erected for the purpose of relieving congestion in the High 
School and to provide proper laboratory accommodations. 

'l'he estimated value of land, buildings, and equipment of the above 
schools, togcthei· with the cost of the new High School site and present 
buildings · thereon, amounts to. $309,100. With the completion of the 
High School, the total will approximate $550,000. 

With the completion of the Athletic Field, an added stimulus will 
undoubtedly be given to the development of our high school athletics. 
'l'his is ·a feature already wen known, and not without reason is it 
considered as rating high in the neighboring communities, For a long 
time baseball, football, track athletics, .and general physical training 
have been given a full share of attention in our school aetiYities. The 
new facilities will add further opportunities for the physical bctter
_mcnt of our youth; and there is every reason to believe that our boys 
and girls will grasp the advantages of laying a l1calthful and strong 
physical foundation upon wl1ich to build the mental super-structure. 

The educational features have been notably progressive and fit in 
with the latest ideas of pedagogy. Yet with all the advanced mctl1ods 
of the present time, who shall say that the training of the child in the 
little country schoolhouses of one hundred or of fifty years ago was 
not as adequate to the needs of those times as of our own day? \Ve 
must not forget that the men whose shrewdness and keen business 
judgment laid the foundation of Ridgewood-and laid it well-were 
indebted to those same little schooll10uses for the_ early impulses which 
rnadc possible their subsequent development· and successes. Indeed, 
volumes could be written of tl1c later achievements in the world of 
letters, business, and the professions of the childi·en of our early rural 
schools. · · . ·· 

RIDGEWOOD-that is, the Ridgewood of to-day as we know it
made its educational debut in tl1c little two-room Union Street Scl1ool 
where, under the guidance of Mr. B. C. ·woostcr, now County Super
intendent of Bergen County, and those faithful workers wlw labored 
with him, the fame of Ridgewood 's superiority and progressiveness 
early began to attract attention. From tlmt lmmble beginning to tlie 
present Ridgewood lms continued, under the able management of Dr. 
W. T. Whitney· and then l\'Ir. I. W. Travell, our present Supcrinten~ 
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dent, to forge steadily ahead until now the school system is proclaimed 
au achievement second to none in our State for thoroughness and 
efficiency. Our schools stand us a monument to the high character and 
generosity of the citizenship of our town. In its gift to its youth the 
latter quality l1as been expressed freely-almost lavisl1ly-timc after 
time. · 

So important has been considered the preparation of the youth of 
Ridgewood for their ultimate entrance us men and women in the affairs 
of the world; it would appear to hold a pre-eminent thought in the 
minds of our -citizens. .A desire for such worthy associations lllls, no 
doubt, attracted many persons to settle in Ridgewood. · 

PRIV,\TE SCHOOLS 

.A history of education in Ridgewood which contains 110 reference 
to the private schools would be assuredly incomplete. In fact, our 
village would compare unfavorably with the best suburban life, if it 
had no private school system to record since the choicest suburban 
communities, generally, l1avc well-established and well-authorized pri
vate schools. 

Private schools liad their bebrinning in Ridgewood, in 1868, when Mr. 
Frederic Kidder opened the large house on North Van Dien Avenue, 
built by lum the year before, as u boarding and day school. This house 
is now owned and occupied by l\Ir. l\I. T. Richardson. 

It is likely that the disappointment wl1ich may have attended the 
failure to secure a single boarding pupil was somewhat mitigated by 
the Pl"CSCllCC of a Mr. Jolly as principal of the few day pupils. For 
about three years, until the school closed, Principal Jolly, assisted by 
a l\fiss Smith, took care of the boys and· girls in attendance . 

. It is of interest to add that Judge Zabriskie, lHr. Edward Chapman, 
and his brother, Mr: Charles Chapman, were among those who attended 
the Kidder .Academy, as it was culled. 
. In 1868, the well-known authoress, .Amelia E. Barr, upon her arrival 

in New York City from Texas, after the death of her lmsband, came 
to Ridgewood as tutor to the three sons of William Libby, Esq., father 
of Professor William Libby of Princeton University. 

In the early part of 1869, the tutorial work developed into a school 
for boys and girls located in a house on North Van Dien Avenue, 
opposite Linwood .Avenue. 'l'here were· six pupils in the beginning and 
the number varied, at times reaching ten or twelve. The school lasted 
for· about a year and a ]mlf and was discontinued when Mr. Libby's 
sons became students at ·Princeton. 

It is interesting to know tl1ut while conducting this sl1ort-livcd 
school, l\frs. Barr was engaged in writing a novel, and that it was at 
l\fr. Libby's suggestion that sl1c entered upon he1· literary work. Mrs. 
Barr's verbal description of incidents connected with her life in Texas 
had so impressed l\:lr. Libby that when she faced the· problem of her 
future existence, after the discontinuance of her school, he induced her 
to write a description of one of the incidents, which lie placed in the 
hands of a New York publishing house. The story was accepted and 
shortly afterward l\:lrs. Barr removed to New York City to continue 
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what was to I.Jc her life work. Before leaving Ridgewood she began 
her novel "l\forguret Sincluil'e's Silent :Money". 

From the time l\Irs. Burr's school closed until 187!J, there seems to 
have I.Jeen no private school in Ridgewood. 'l'hen l\Iisll Rebecca \V. 
Hawes of 36 Col'sn '.l'errace came to the relief nnd added 'to her very 
husy life us the village music teuchel', the equally arduous work of 
conducting a school for young children. '!'his school assembled in a 
room over the fnrniturc stol'c of 'l'hcodorc V. '.l'crlrnnc, at the corner 
of Ridgewood .Avenue and South Oak Street. Beginning in March, 
1871, and for al.Jout twenty ycul's thereafter, l\Iiss Hawes was the only 
music teacher in the district extending fl'om Allendale to Hawthorne. 
She was engaged in this work fol' twcnty-thl'cc years nnd during that 
time took part in the first public concert ever given in Ridgewood, us 
well us furnished the music fol' the fil'st kindergarten class and the 
first dancing class. 

It is extremely interesting to hear l\Iiss Hawes tell of her work in 
connection with the school held in that uppc1· room. · Of.ten this busy, 
music-loving teacher, enlivened the routine of. the school room by sing
ing, or reading aloud, or, on beautiful days by recess periods under 
the oak and hickory trees in the fields through wl1ich Oak Street was 
afterwards opened . 

.Among those who were first taught to read and write and sew at 
l\[iss Hawes' school were Jolm Hawes, Howal'd Maltbie, Edgal' \Vat
lington, Howard, Robert, and \Villic \Vnlton, Jos. Jefferson, Jr., l\[ary 
Dobbs, Elizabeth Hawes, Currie Buck, and Louise Maltbie, all of whom 
WCl'e then less than fon ycal's old. T,vo oldel' boys who received special 
instruction, ·were George Totten, no,v a noted architect of \Vasl1ington, 
D. C., and John Terhune (Hurry Rouclcrc). 

Two years after the establishment of her scl10ol, Miss Hawes dis
posed of her good will to Mrs. John A. l\forinus, wl10 continued the 
school for several years at her home on East Ridgewood .Avenue. 
During this period M:rs. Buck also opened a boarding and day school 
for children, on the property of B. F. Robinson, on Cottage Pince. A 
small building was placed in the rear of tl1C residence and used for the 
clnss work. Herc were held the first kindergarten and the first danc
ing classes of the Village. l\Irs. Buck was s1iccecdecl in the mana~e
mcnt · of the sclwol by her daughters----'l\Iiss Helen D. Buck and l\liss 
Caroline Buck. 

Other educational ventures, of unquestionable wortl! to tl!C com
munity but of short duration, were made by l\Iiss Josephine Rowland 
al.Jout 1803, in a room in the rear of Tice 's dritg store, then on tl1e 
corner opposite its present location; by Miss Florence de Z. Patton in 
18!)3 and 1S!J5, at the corner of Spring !incl Maple .Avenues; by l\liss 
Ives, n_eur tl1e office of Dr. Vroom, Ridgewood Avenue; and by l\Iiss 
l\Iartlm E. Smith in 18!)7 on Franklin Avenue. 

A lurger scl1ool, ,vJ1ich included both primary and college prepara
tory courses, was cstul.Jlishcd by l\Ir. James B. Parsons in 1902, on tl1e 
large property on Ridgewood Avenue, familiarly known as Elmhurst. 
Mr. Parsons. was encouraged to enter upon a project of this scope by 
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the patronage and influence of such men as E. LcB. Gardner, Charles 
H. Eddy, Duncan D. Chaplin, George E. Borchmu, Charles A. De Shon 
and others who wished private school advantages fo1·· their children . 
.As the years passed the venture prospered and fo1•mcr pupils of the. 
Ridgewood Preparatory School can now be foimd among the gl'llduatcs 
of various colleges and occupying responsible and useful positions in 
business and society. In 1!)12 it was decided to divide the property 
occupied by the school into building lots, l\Ir. !'arsons, believing an 
~lcvatcd site in a quiet and beautiful residential section to be the best 
place for the development of · boys and girls, secured property on 
Heights · Road where a thoroughly modern school was built. With 
well-furnished rooms and library, with nil conveniences and modern 
sanitation, it is doubtful if another suburban town has n private day 
school equal to that of Ridgewood . 

. In this connection it may be said that Ridgewood 's private school 
system represents the highest development .of this type of education. 
Jt is a system by no menus rivaling that of the State, but rather 
deserving the reputation of being a faithful ally of the public school. 
The latter is unquestionably best fitted for children .of some types, but 
its failure with others is due to what may be dcscl'ibcd as mechanical 

· methods which permit of but slight discrimination on account• of per~ 
sonnl temperament. Doubtless this is necessary fa the handling of large 
numbers of pupils, but it is in this particular point that the chief 
merit of tl1e private school lies.· It provides a flexible system which 
is adapted to the •individual hoy or girl, helping them to find them
selves. Individual supervision in a co-operative environment is the 
key-note. The scl1ool, in short, must be fitted to the pupil, as well as 
the pupil to the school. 

· 'l'he Victoria School for little children, opened October 5, l916, is 
tl1e latest addition to the educational institutioi1s of Ridgewood and 
is named after the authoress, l\[etta Victol'ia Victor. Rcmcmlmuicc 
of lier many years' association with the early historical and social 
development of Ridgewood was the· incentive which prompted her 
daughter, Vivia Victor, its Principal, to name this scl10ol after her. 

'fhc purpose of the Victoria Scl1ool · is the laying of a solid founda
tion for tl10 child's advancing experience in life; the right environment,· 
individual instruction along tl!c best educational lines, and recognition 
of the special needs of little children. Centrally and very pleasantly 
located on "\Yest Ridgewood Avenue, this scl1ool expects to fill a need 
of tl1c parents of Ridgewood and to exert an cvcr-incrcasihg influmcc 
on the future development of the Village. -

The first sewing school in this vicinity was opened with five pupils 
in tl1c Hawes l10incstead, Ho-Ho-Kus. After the cstnlilishmcnt of an 
Episcopal l\IisRion Sunday Scl1ool in the first p1.1blic school of Ho-Ho
Kus, the classes were l1cld in that schoolroom on Saturday afternoons . 
. 'rhere was nlway:;i a large attendance, some of the· pupils coming from 
Ridgewood. After the present Waldwick Public School was completed· 
tl1e meetings were held alternately in the two places, and still later 
a Saturday morning class was started where the older girls were taught 
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to cut and make their own dresses and children's garments. Direc
tions for work and a book of ''Sewing Songs" were obtained from 
New York and the classes continued for more than three years, the 
1mmbcr of workers increasing to fifty. 'L'wo New Year's trees and 
one Christmas tree, filled with gifts, were giYcn by Ho-Ho-Kus friends 
ai1d at the close of the work an exhibit of the handicraft was held 
in the Parish House of Waldwick nicthodist Church, the older girls 
wearing dresses made by themselves. The teachers during this time 
were n[rs. nnd niiss R. "\V. Hawes and Miss Lucy Hawes. 

It was this work which later interested the citizens of Ho-Ho-Kus, 
"\Valdwick and Ridgewood in the petition for full school suffrage for 
women and brought a letter from the County Superintendent of Edu
cation thanking them for the "Yaluablc work" they had done in the 
public schools in many ways. 

PUBLIC LlllRARY 

'L'hc Village Imprm·cmcnt .Association was organized in 1897. and 
among its projects for promoting the best interests of Ridgcwoocl was 
the establishment of a public library. 

nfany of the residents of Ridgewood will.rcmemlJcr the olcl Zabriskie 
Building. · now remodelled and occupied as the real estate office of 
nfossrs. SteYcns and Tctor. 

The rent. of this building wns giYcn for three ~•cars, ancl n "Book 
Shower" wns held.· The books 1·cceivcrl were of all kinds n11Cl condi
tions. but the committee of twenty selected a sufficient number to place 
on the .shclYcs for circulation and subscribed for ten periodicals to 
be. used in the reading room. Among the first books rccciYcd-some 
of wl1ich arc still in use-were a munber which had been aeeumulntecl 
hy tl1e members of .the "Tnesday Book Club", an organization of 
women of the Village es1ablis11ed n mimber of years before. At the 
end of three ~•cars, the room became too small for its purpose, and 
in 1900 the lib1·m·~• was established in its present quarters 0Yc1· tl1e 
First National Bank. 

To meet tl1c iiicrcascd expense, the room was sublet to Ynrious 
orgnnizations anrl arcOl·ding to tl1e law regarding libraries and free 
rcacling rooms, the Village tt'llstccs in 1!J03 appropriated $300.00. 

Thc1·c m·c now on the sl1clve~ 4,800 Yolnmcs ancl 33 periodicals 
a1·c to he found in 1hc rcaclinir 1·oom. In the ycnr ending October, 
1916, there was a circulation of 20,000 books. 

l'uur.1sm:n's NoTF.: .-1 lil1011glt n11nor111ccrl nflcr /1,c ,late of /T,c p11l1licntio11 of tlri.• 
l,001' 111111 ,luring /1,c cnrl!I pm·t of 1911, /7,c gift by 1oill of ,1frR. Gcr/ru,lc Prn•c 
,t nrlcr.,011. of tire s11m of S((}0.000 f"r tire erection of a free lilll'nl'/I in Rirlgcmoorl. 
n111l al•" /1,c .•11rn of S:W,000. 1,ot/r.;,,. /ruRt for UR 111nintc11n11cc,;,,. loui11g 111mnor11 <>f 
""'" fntl,rr. <lcor_qc T,. Pen.or. to lie cnllcrl tlrc "(/cor_qc T,. Pcn.•c· ,lfcmoria1. J,i/,rn.rJ/," 
n.••11rrH /1,c conli1111nfiou. of a pul,lill 1eorTo r.•lnbliRT,cd 1111 tT,c 1comcn of 011r co11t-
111u11ily mrrl iii.• pr.e11linrl!J filli11g /7,nt 011c of tlrcir members sT1011l1I mnkc Us f11/11rc 
life so .•plr.11tli,ll11 po.•siblc. 
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CHAPTER V 

RELIGIOUS INTERESTS 

W HILE the church life of Ridgewood dates back two centuries 
to a period when the American Indian was still roaming over 
hill und dale of the beautiful Paramus, it is the purpose of 

this article to sketch briefly the history of the several religious organ
izations that were in existence or came to life during the last fifty 
years. The early colonists came here to secure fuller opportunities 
than were to be hud across the sen. They brought with them their 
religion and thcit· Joye of liberty. 

REFOR)!ED CIIURCII OP PARAJIIUS 

The 11tory of the lust fifty years of our churches muy consistently 
begin with references to the oldest church org11niz11tion in our com
munity-that of the Reformed Church of Paramus (The Congregation 
of Paramus). But the Inst half century seems short when we remem
ber that the church services were begun in 1725, und with the excep
tion of brief intervals have been held on the same site £01· nearly two 
centuries. 

The present church was built in 1800, and the chapel was pur
chased and moved into its present location about 1874. 

Great changes occurred in the affairs of the church during the 
fifty years that began when the echoes of the Civil War were just 
passing away. The Rev. Dr. E. T. Corwin served the church during 
the Civil War period, from 1857-1863, and he was succeeded in 1864, 
by the Rev. Isaac S. Dcl\Tund, who served for six years. He was the 
grandfather of Dr. C. DeMund, now a practicing physician of Ridge
wood. 

In 1871, the Rev. Dr. Goyn Talmage began his ministry in Paramus 
and during his incumbency the church building was renovated and 
a new parsonage built. 

The Rev. John C. Van Dcvcnter followed Dr. Talmage in 1879 and 
remained until 1886. 

In 1887, the Rev. William TI. Vroom, D.D., was culled to become 
the minister and during his time the clnu·ch was again renovated and 
a fine organ instnllccl through the loyalty and generosity of a lending 
member, a lady well-known hut seeking no prominence. 

The period of rcnd,iustment to the modem urban life of the Village 
of Ridgewood was then beginning and in the natural course of events 
great changes occurred in the life and membership of the congregation. 

In 1907, tl1c Rev. Ilcmy D. Cook, tl10 present pastor, was ordained 
and was in11tallcd during the succeeding year and is a worthy successor 
of eminent predecessors. 

The Paramus Church lms been directly the mother of several other 
churcl1es of Ridgewood. Christ Episcopal Church, the Reformed 
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Church of Ridgewood, Park Ridge, Westwood, and Ho-Ho-Kus have 
among their membership those once worshipping at the Paramus Church, 
and the latter has furnished charter members for at least four of the 
other churches mentioned. 

No financial ineumbranccs and balances on the right side of the 
ledger indicate the generosity of the people. 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Christ Church has the distinction of being the first religious organ
ization to be established in the ccntct· of the Village. A committee 
was appointed to form a parish in 1860, but the Civil War prevented 
definite action until February 6, 186-1. 

The first church, a wooden stmcturc, was on the west side of Van 
Dien Avenue, just beyond the residence of l\I. T. Richardson, the 
corner-stone being laid in l\Inrch, 1865. The first scr,·iccs in the new 
building were held l\Iuy 13, 1866. Up to that time the congregation 
was ministered to by the Rev. l\Ir. Farrington of Hackensack, the 
Rev. l\Ir. Waite of Paterson, and the Rev. l\Ir. Smith of Passaic. 

On November 4, 1866, the Rev. L. R. Dickinson begun his rcctor
ship, which continued for fifteen years. The church was consecrated 
by Bishop Odenheimer on June 23, 186i. On Sunday, November 10, 
18i2, n new organ, costing $2,2i3, was first used. In l!I0i this organ 
was sold to the Presbyterian Church at Ridgewood and Pleasant 
Avenues. 

The church building was moved in 1\P£UsJ;, 18i3, across the fields 
from Van Dien Avenue to the present sitcllt Cottage Place and Frank
lin Avenue. The second rector, the Rev. T. S. Cartwright, began his 
ministry in 1882 and resigned two years later. He was succeeded 
January 1, 1885, by the Rev. Louis A. Lanpher, who remained until 
January, 1890. Six months later, on July 1st, the Rev. George Clarke 
Cox became the rector of the parish. 

The Rectory on Cottage Pince was built in 1891. 
The Rev. l\Ir. Cox resigned in August, 18!!3, and was followed by 

the Rev. E. H. Cleveland, who began his ministry in l\Iarch, 18!!4. 
By that time thc"old Gotl1ic structure had become inadequate for 

the demands of thc,srowing parish and a movement to secure a new 
edifice, which was st~t.cd in 18!!5, rcsuftcd in the building of a new 
stone church and a fpmi:,;riarish house in l!J00. On November 1, l!J0-l, 
Rev. :Mr. Cleveland was culled to another field of service and was 
su!'cecdcd on l\forch 1, 1905, by the Rev. Leslie E. Learned, who 
resigned in 1908. 

The Rev. Pl1ilip C. Pearson wn11 next secured ns rector in 1909. 
He served until April. 1916. The Rev. Edwin S. Carson, the present 
rector, assumed hi11 duties on November 1, 1916. 

The church i11 now free from debt and will he consecrated June 23, 
1917. the Fiftieth Anniversary of the consecration of the first edifice. 

The parish contains over 300 families and the list of communicants 
contains 424 names. 
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TllE KENILWORTH COLLEGL\TE PRESDYTERL\."', CHURCH 

( Christian Reformed) 

,vlmt is familiarly known as the "White Church", 011 the south
east comer of Ridgewood and Pleasant Avenues, is the second oldest 
church in the township of Ridgewood and was organized December 
20, 1870. 

The members were formedy affiliated with Paramus Reformed 
Church, but about 1823 there aro~c a dissension in regard to the 
doctrines and practices which caused the secession from Paramus 
Church of a considerable number of people. These formed what 
was once called "The True Reformed Church", the title being later 
changed to that of the Christian Reformed Church. 

The church building was located at ,valdwick until the year 1858, 
when it was removed to the present site. It is now known as The 
Kenilworth Collegiate Presbyterian Church. 

In 18!!4, during the pastorate of the Rev. Harvey Iseman, the 
minister 1111<1 people came to realize that by the development of real 
estate interests and the consequent influx of many new families not 
in sympathy with the policy and practices of the Christian Reformed 
Church, the religious life of the community would be better served 
under other ecclesiastical conditions. 

After legal procedure, approved by a majority of the members, 
the congregation in 18!)8 became affiliated with the Prei,bytcrian order. 

The church is now collegiate with the West Side Presbyterian or
ganization on :i\Ionroc Street and Frnnklin .hcnuc, l111ving for their 
pastor the Rev. Dr. I. J. Lansing, D.D. 

FIRST REl'OR)!EO CUURCII 

This church was organized :i\Iay 24, 187:i, with nine charter mem
bers. Three came by certificate from the Paramus Reformed Church 
and the remaining six from churches in New York and Brookl)·n. 
It was the outgrowth o:t' a Union Sunday Sc•hool. which met in a lodge 
room of the Odd Fellow Order. known ns "·ilson Hall. This wns 
in a building used as a general mcrchan<lisc store. "•hritcnour ancl 
Colfax. proprietors, standing on the lot where :i\[r. K B. Yan Horn's 
feed and grain store now stands. 

The small congregation, averaging 75 people. for two rear:, lwlcl 
its scrviecs in the lodge room and as the non-ehurrhgocrs gradually 
hcramc interested in the institution, a larger roo.111 and a more clC'sir
ablc location became ncccssar)'. After l1eroic l'fforts. the fifty com
municants secured by the gift of i\[r. Frl'cl1'1·il'k Kiclcl<'r. long since 
deceased. the plot of ground on tl1c cornl'r of Union and Darton Streets 
for n church site. 

The first church was occupied on Sundar, NO\·cmbcr 4. 1877, while 
the interior wns still without walls nncl tl1c exterior was coYcrcd onlv 
with sheathing bonrds. • 

About 1891 the church building wns enlarged and renoyatcd thor-
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oughly, new pews being installed, nnd the cabinet organ being rcplnccd 
by one of the vocnlion type . 

. Again in l!JOO nn extension wns mndc nt the buck of the chur<'h 
in order to provide accommodations mn<lc ncccssu1·y by the regrading 
of the Bible School nnd to furnish more modern conveniences for the 
various societies of the congregation. At the same time II recess ww1 
provided for 11 new ,vidmcr pipe organ, valued at $-1,000, which was 
installed in l!JOl. 

In 1!)13, nt 11 special meeting culled for the purpose, 11 movement 
wns inaugurated to furnish 11 church house that should hnvc ever~· 
com·cnicnce nnd accommodation culled for, in order that service might 
be stimulated and all departments of the church's life strengthened. 
The church house was dedicated in l!Jl5. 

A parsonage was built in 1881 and occupied by the pastor's family 
in October, 1882. The Jot, 115 x 122, was the first sold from th<' tra<'t 
of six acres, covered with u splendid growth of onk nnd chestnut., front
ing on Prospect Street and ,voodsidc Avenue. 

A i·ecent improvement, the concreting of the grounds around the 
front of the church property nnd tl1e laying of cement sidewalks. is 
nn evidence of the continued generosity and progressiveness of the 
congregation. 

The constituency of the church is strong in numbers and influential 
in the community and promises much more for future generations of 
Ridgewood people. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Van Neste, great clrnngm1 
in the personnel of tl1c church have naturuJly occurred. 71fony who 
were prominent and loyal in curlier <lays have left behind works 
"which yet speak" of sacrifice nnd service. 

'rhc present and only pastor of the clmrcl1 <luring forty-one ~•ears 
has welcomed a large nmnlJcr of communicants into the church, there 
being 110w about 500. 

Dming the lust Clnssirnl or Synodical Year, closing in iruy, l!JlG, 
the rcnsns sl10ws that $2.700 was disbursed for the stated hrncvolcncrs 

·of tl1c chnrrl1, while, in U1ltlition, over $!'100 was given for general 
purposes. 'l'hc rnrrrnt <'Xpcnses of the rlmrr•h amounter] to $6,700. 

Charter memhcrs hm·e gone to tl1e fllrn Rork Rcformerl Church nm] 
several arc now cnnncctccl with Fppcr Ridgewood 8orict.y (Reformed) . 

.H'RICAN ~IE1'1!0lllS'l' El'IHCOl'AI, ZION CIJlTIICII (cm.mmn) 

'l'hc colored people of Ridgewood l1uvc by 110 means neglected thcit· 
religious deYclopmcnt. For a number of years, one denomination has 
been organized under the title named above. About 1882, the Rev. 
,J. A. Van Neste, pastor of the First Reformed Church, was requested 
by District Superintendent White of the A. 711. E. Zion Church, to 
meet with a few colored citizens in un old l10use 1hat occupied the 
prescut location of Mr. Morgun's plumbing shop m Godwin Avenue 
near the rail road trucks. 

This meeting l'csultcd in an organization with seven charter mem
bers. For a brief period, meetings were held in the basement of the 
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Episcopal Church located on Cottage Place, under the Rev. lfr. Clcvc
land 's incumbency, and a small building for u place of worship and 
other purposes incidental to church life wus subsequently erected on 
Rock A venue. 

'fhc present church and parsonage on Broad Street und Highwood 
Avenue were built in 1907-1908, lnrgcly through the libcrulity of one 
white man, who has always evinced u great interest in the welfare and 
progress of the colored people. 

In the conference year of 1915-l!Jl6, the people contributed $135 
for mission work in the Southern States and, in addition, secured 
$1,465 for current expenses. 

The following pastors have scr,·cd the chur(•h in the orde1· 11amcd: 
Rev. lloses Thomas Anderson, Re,·. Eli.inh Hammett, Rev. George N. 
Ray, Rev. J. R. Da11gerfield, Re,·. ,J. JI. Huggins, Re,·. IT. C. Vun Pelt, 
and the present incumbent, Rm·. G. E. Ferris, who took up the work 
on liny 1, 1913, and whoKc wise management un<l quiet zenl hnvc in
spired the confidence of his own people and have won the sincere 
regard of the community in which he labors. 

CHURCH m,• OUR LADY OP ~IOUNT CARMEL 

The parish of Our Lady of lit. Carmel was orgnnizcd by the Roman 
Catholics of the Village in the year lSS!J. 'l'hc Rev. Father Nevins 
was the first resident pastor. Owing to rapidly failing health, his 
administration was of short duration. He was succeeded by the Rev. 
Dr. Mull, through whose courage and energy the church on Union 
Street was built in lS!JO. 

In 18!J2, the Rev. J. A. Sullivan took charge. A man of brilliant 
attainments and charming personality, he did much in his five years 
as pastor to further the instmction of the people and the improvement 
of the church property. 

From 18!J7 to 1901 the parish wns in ehargc of the Rev. E. A. Kelly, 
who labored four years with untiring zeal in ministering to the spiritual 
needs of the people confided to his care. 

The Rev. P. T. Carew came in l!JOl and, besides caring for the 
church interests at Ridgewood, began missions at \Y~·ckoff and Rumsey. 
In 1907 Father Carew wns transferred to DoYcr nnd the Rev. J. A. 
Kelly was 11cnt as pastor to Ridgewood remaining, however, hut n few 
months and being succeeded by the Rev. D. F. 71I<'Cnrt11y, whose term 
as pastor wns also of sl1ort durntion. 

The present pastor, the Rev. E. l\L O '71Iall~·. was appointed in 
September, l!JOS. 

From the very beginning tlic parish lrns inrrl'nsed steadily in mnn
bcrs 11nd influence nnd from n fl'w sturdy f'atholil's, twcnt~·-fivc years 
ago, it has grown to include more thnn 800 nrtiYc mcmhcrR. The 
various church societies nrc active in both the tcmpornl nnd the spir
itual affairs of tl1c parish. The dcht on tlic old clmreh property hns 
long since been liquidated and tl1c building- itself, having served its 
purpose, has been abandoned as n house of worship. 

On l\Inrcl1 5, l!Jl2, the church n<'quircd title to the Suckcrt prop-
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erty on Prospect Street. A new stone church, with a seating capacity 
of more than 500, was bcb•un in July, l!ll4, au<l dcdicatc<l with solemn 
ceremony 011 Sunday, July 4, 1!)15, by the Ht. He\'. J. J. O'Connor, 
D.D., Bishop of Newark. 

l::lDl.\:-.Ll•:1, ll.\l'TIST Cllt:IICII 

Emmanuel Baptist Church was organizc<l in No\'ember, lS!Jl. 'l'hc 
first meeting place -irns a harn 11cm· Hidgewuo<l and llrooksidc ..\yenues. 
After remaining here for some time, the meetings were held in the 
residence of . .\. H. Dunton on Van Dic11 ..\\'cnuc, then in the purlol' 
of )lrs. John )IcGuinncss's home, and finally in the "'l'abcrnacle", the 
enclosed horse-shed on thcii· own lot, which was utilized until the build. 
ing, then in course of erection, wus finished. 

This first huilding was dedicated in No\'cmhcl', 18!J2, on the first 
anniversary of the organization of the church. 'l'hc He,·. ,John C. 
Shri\'e was the first pastor, scrYing from )ray 1, 18!J2, until ,June 2:i, 
18!J3. He was followccl hy the Re\'. George K Rines, whose pastorate 
extended o,·cr the period from ,July 2, 18!1:l, to ,January 1, 18!17. 'rlrn 
Re,·. Franklin K. )Iathicws became pastor on Apl'il 22, 18!l7. an,1 re
mainecl until April 1. l!J06. 'l'he Re,·. 1~. V .. Atkinson was pastor from 
)£arch 1, l!J07, to NoYcmher 1, l!J0S. '!'he He,·. Charles 0. Wrigl1t 
became pastor on ,lnnuury 1, l!J0!J, and is still scrYing with much 
benefit to the members. 

In October, l!J0!J, after a thorough discussion of the Ul'eds of tl1e 
fielcl, the chureh \'otcd urnmimously and cuthusinstil'ally to !mild a 
new house of worship. On Sunday, ,January 2, l!JlO, suhseriptious 
amounting to $21,000 wcrc rceeiYed alHl the Trustees were name<l mi 
n Building Committee and instmeted to haYe plnns pr<>pared for 
submission to the <>lmrcl1. )fcssrs. Up,iohn and Conable of N1•,,· York 
were seleeted to prepare the final drawings and sp<>eifieatinns. The 
contracts for the huildings wc1·e awarded to )rr. H. 'I'. ,valtlwry and 
~[r. ,v. C. Banta. )rr. ~r. 'l'. Hogrrs was gh·en 1hc sratini.t 1•ontr,wt. 

On Mcmorinl Day. l!Jl 1. gro11111l was hrolwn for the new hnil,ling 
in the presence of 11 large c•ompany of proplr. 'rhc cornr1·-stom• was 
laid on 8unclay af1l'rnoon, Oc•tnlwr 1. 1!lt I. aft<>r an appronriah• and 
inspiring addr!'ss hy the Hl'Y. HnhPrt I•:. T•'arrh•1·. n.n .. of Pnssaic. 

'l'hc stylr of till' Ill'\\' lmilding is the d!'c•orah•d English C:nthir. this 
style being chosen bcrnnsc of its flowing lines. The plun c•alls for a 
tow<>r to span the porte r()(•hcr<>. 'rhis Pntra1wr is now prm·i,l!•d with 
11 temporary gahle. The material is fh•ld stone trimmed wi1h artific•inl 
lim!'stone. 

'J'lll'rc arc 338 !'011111111ni,•ants in th!' felloll'ship of tlw c•l111rrh ancl 
the usnnl snri<>1irs ancl gnilcls a,•th·,.J~· <>xpress 1hr C'hristian fnith nnd 
love of the people for tliill!!~ worth-whit<>. 

The Yl'lll' Rook shows irifts of $1,300 for dP110111ina1innal pm·pos!'s 
and $6,700 for ge11e1·11l l'Xp!'ns!'s. 

:IIF.TIIOm,.;1• 1-:Pl;~COT'AT, Clll'l!Cll 

The org11nizatio11 of the ~fotl10clist Bpisropal C'hnrrh of Ridgewood 
began in the spring of lS!J!i, when scvernl ~[cthodist families eame into 
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the Village, and being called into counsel, resolved to inuucdiatcly 
ascertain the probable 1mpportcrs of a church of their faith by a care
ful caurnss of all the known adherents. '!'his wus <lone under the 
supervision of Druthcr Edga1· W. Hogcrs, with the result that it was 
decided tu build a church. 

After several prclimina1·y meetings, an urgunization was effected 
with 13 members, under the direction uf the Hcv. J. ll. Faulks, D.D., 
the Prcsidincr Eldc1· of the Jersey City District Ncwut·k Conference 
who uppuint;d a Class Lcllllcr. Stcwarc.ls w~rc n~minatccl ancl a Board 
of 'l'rustccs elected July 5th, in ut•curdancc with the laws of New Jersey. 

In the mcuntimc, it hu<l been uscurtaincd that the schoolhouse on 
IJniun Street was ubuut to be rncated and its lower floor was secured 
fur religious services. The work of remodeling and properly fumishing 
it hastened and the first service was hclcl on Sunday, July 7th, the Rev. 
\V. C. James, a recent graduate from Hackettstown Seminary, preach
ing the Jirst sermon to a congrcgution of about !10 persons. He preacl1cd 
on succeeding Sundays and was followed by the Rev. Mr. Beech, the 
Hev. R. S. Povey, and the Hev. Edwin L. Earp, the last named an 
ordained clcacon who was finally culled to the pastorate and served 
from 18!16 to 18!17. 'fhe Rev. Frank Chadwick served from 18!17 to 
l!J00; the Hev. Elam :\I. Garton, from l!J00 to 1!103; the Rev. A. C. 
:\TcCrca from 1!103 to l!J0-1; the Rev. D. F. Diefendorf from 1!105 to 
l!J0G; the Rev. C. S. Ryman from 1!107 to l!lll; and the Rev. T. G. 
Spcnc•er sinre l!lll. the cfiicicnt pastor of this influential church whicl1 
has 3ii!l full members, -10 probationers, and 18 non-resident members. 
'l'hc present lmilding- was completed in 1!100. 

'!'he expenditures last Conference Year, were $6,500 for local work, 
and $:3,000 for bcne,·olences, both denominational and otherwise. 

U:-ITAIUA:S- SOCIETY 

'J'he first religions service was held by the Unitarian Society in the 
Opera Honse on October 13, 18!15, hut it was not until :\lay 7, 18!16, 
that a formal organiiation was perfected. 

'l'he first regular minister was the He,·. Geo. H. Badger, while the 
present minister is the He,·. ,\rthur Singscn. 

'l'hc present churc·h on Cottage Place was built in the fall of l!J00 
and was first oc•cnpied in l•'chrnm·y. l!J0l. '!'he entire debt· on the 
c•lmrrh and site was cancelled on :\lay G, l!JO!J. '!'he parsonage was 
built on 1he ehurch grounds, at the rear of the church building, in 
the fall of 1!112. 

'!'he approximate Yalne of the church propert)· is $9,000. The 
church is self-supporting and has at present about 2:, active members. 
'!'he ehurc•h auxiliaries eonsist of a Sumlar 8l'hool and \Yoman 's Alli
ance, the latter heing affiliated with the National .Allianc•e of Unitnr
ians and Lihcral Christian "'omen. 'l'his allinnee in lR!)G opcncrl the 
first \Yoman 'R Exrhangc in Rhlgcwoml and operated it. snc>eesRfnlly for 
two )'Cars. Under the able direction of :\liss Rchcl'c>a \Y. Hawes it paid 
out $1,200 annnnllr to women who were in nee<l of work. Tt. also gave 
the first lawn party in tl1e community where a platform for daueing 
in the evening was a feature. 
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PIRST CHURCH OP CHRIST SCIENTIST 

The Christian Science Society of Ri<lgcwood, N. J., was organized 
with ten members in 1!)0:3. l\lcctings were held and a Reading Room 
maintainc<l in the Ridgewood Public Library and room adjoining. 

On Scpl1·111be1· 15, 1!)04, the society ,1·us incorporated as n church 
and continued to hol<l services in the Library. 

In December, l!JO!J, the lot upon which the present church stan<ls 
was purchased from )!rs. Houston. 

In Aub"ltst, l!lll, at sunrise, its members assembled at the comer 
of Franklin .;\xenue and Washington Place to witness the laying of 
the wmcr-stone of their new church home. The building was com
pleted in April, l!J12, an<l the opening serdecs were held on the first 
Sunday of l\Iny, l!Jl2. 

The Reading Hoom and a free loan library are now maintained in 
the .church building. 

'l'hc estimated valuation on the church building and property is 
$26,800 .. 

Benevolences are represented in gifts of money disbursed through 
individual members of the church. 

DETHLEllEll LUTllERAN CIIURCII 

The ,vest Si<le Community along Doremus an<l Ackerman Avenues, 
lca<ling towards Glen Rock from Go<lwin Av<·11Jc, was one of the earlier 
real estate developments. 

There are many prosperous German f,uthcrans numbered with these 
residents an<l, together with others in <lifferc:nt localities of our Village 
having the same religious faith, felt the need of a church organization 
that could foster the religious doctrines and policy of the powerful 
Lutheran denomination, which stands for Evangelical truth and prac
tice. 

The Re,·. 1'Ir. Gurchckc of ,vest Hoboken, while ministering at Mid
land Park, inaugurated the movement that resulted in services being 
held in the library room of the First National Bank, Janum")', l!l05. 
The Rev. S. S. Stcchholz of St. Luke's Lutheran Church of Paterson 
continued these services, later to be followed by the present pastor, 
the Rev. Frederick Albert Ottman. 

The rhurch organization was effected ,January 20, 1907, and the 
Sunday School founded on November 13, l!Jl0. 

The corner-stone of the present beautiful church on Doremus Avenue 
was laid on September 29, l!ll2, and the dedication took pince on 
;\[arch 30, l!l13. 

The property represents a valuation of $10,000. There ar!l 95 com
municants and 165 adherents. In the church ycnr ending in 1916, the 
conJV"cgntion contributed $400 for various benevolences and disbursed 
$1,500 for current expenses. 

:IIOUNT DETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH (COLORED) 

This church was organized on Jnnuary 4, 1905. with n membership 
of fifteen persons, by t]tc Rev. A. J. Hubbard, who waa caJlcd as its 
first pastor and who has since continued as such. 
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In l\Iarch, 1007, the church was successful in purchasing a plot of 
ground on .Ackerman .Avenue, the cost of which was paid in cash. 

During the same year, the present building was completed at a 
cost, including the ground, building and furnishings, of $5,500, the 
amount of indebtedness placed upon the building being paid off dur
ing l!J0!J. 

Since its organization, 200 members have been added to its roll and 
the church stands today free of all debt. 

WEST SIDI,; COl,!,EGL\Tls 1'111'-'lUYTEIIIAN CIIURCII 

This is the youngest of the church organizations of the Village. 
It is the outgrowth of u. need which the wci1t side of the town felt for 
a Bible school to serve the children of the commm1ity who were practi
cally prohibited from attending the established B11.>le schools by reason 
of the dangerous grade crossing which existed until the new station 
improvements were under way. 'fhcrc had been desultory talk of 
establishing a new church and Bible school on the west side for many 
years, but it was not until the fall of 1912 that the plan assumed 
concrete form with the starting of a little school in the Ridgewood 
Preparatory School building, Heights Road near l\Ionte Vista Place. 
The Rev. Isaac J. Lansing, D.D., preached a number of sermons to 
the parents of children in the new Bible school and after some con
sideration, it was determined to organize IL new church. 

'l'hc old First Presbyterian Church, at East Ridgewood and Pleas-
1Lnt .Avenues, was at that time without a pastor so, by an arrangement 
with that org1L11izution, it was agreed to found a new church on the 
collegiate plan, with the Rev. Dr. Lansing serving both. 'l'hc First 
Presbyterian Church changed its name to the Kenilworth Collegiate 
Presbyterian Church 1Lnd the new organization of the west side adopted 
the name of the West Side Collegiate Presbyterian Church when it 
was formally organized and accepted by the Presbytery of Jersey City 
at IL meeting in Prospect Hall on October !J, 1912. .At that time, 65 
persons were received into membership, of whom only seven came f1·0111 
other Ridgewood churches. 

The plot 1Lt the southwest corner of Franklin Avenue and l\Iomoc 
Street was purchased and ground broken for the initial unit of the 
building to be erected. This unit was dedicated on .April 27, 1913, 
services in the meantime being held in the Ridgewood Preparatory 
School building. The rapid growth of the Bible school made necessary 
the buildh,g of IL pair of units during the summer of 1915 and they 
were dedicated on October 3rd of that year. . 

.At the present time the membership of the church is about 180. 
The memben1hip of the Bible school is about 2:i0 in the attending 
dPpartmcnts and 100 in the cradle roll and home departments; a total 
of about 350. The women's work of the church is <'a red for bv the 
\Vomnn's Guild, with a mcmbersl1ip of 100. The guild has cond

0

uetcd 
IL number of exceptionally successful sales and has contributed liberally 
both to the building funds of the church and its benevolences, besides 
being n center for soci1Ll intercourse. 
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The :Men's Club is 11. purely sociul organization which has built up 
a lively fraternal spirit among the men of the community. 'rhc club 
has established a reputation for the excellent and unique character of 
the entertainments it has provided. 

The Christian Endeavor Society is a live organization numbering 
about !JO activc and associate members. 

UPPER RIDGEWOOD RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES 

Holland Ch11rch 
.A.bout twenty-five years 11.go, in Upper Ridgewood, near the junc

tion of Glen Avenue and ~lonroc Street, a small church was built by 
the Hollanders, who lived in that vicinity, in which services were 
conducted in the Dutch language. 

The organization continued its work until a few years ago when the 
society disbanded. 'l'hc building was torn down about two years ago. 

As the church was organized by John W. Spikcrboor, the locality 
was called, in his honor, Spikcrtown. 

The Cu1111111mily Clrnrch Society 
'l'hc Community Church 8ocicty of Upper Ridgewood is a mission, 

as yet unorganized beyond a local board of seven men selected from 
40 families and 120 adherents. '!'his body is really an Executive Com
mittee with the usual functions, but with more extended authority than 
is ordinarily delegated to such u committee. 

'l'he weekly !l'athcring of worshippers and workers is held in n neat 
chapel loaned by the Home :Mission Board of the Reformed Church 
in America, from which the Society also receives supplementary finan
cial aid in maintaining the work. The Consistory of the First Re
formed Church of Ridgewood lms general oversight ovct· the organ
ization. 

There arc 61 on the roll of the Bible school, of which Mr. Clarence 
Wyckoff of Upper Ridgewood is Superintendent. 

During the last church year the Society contributed $200 for gen
eral and missionary bcncvolcnccs, and more than $1,000 for current 
expenses. 

On May 1, 1!)13, the Rev. John A. Terhune, whose residence is on 
·west Ridgewood_ Avenue, was called to minister to this religious society 
in conjunction with the recently organized ~Iission Church at Ho-Ho
Kus, under the general superintendence of the Pammus Reformed 
Church. 

The Upper Ridgewood Sncicty, while yet unorganized as n church 
proper, is encouraged to anticipate in the near future the official equip
ment its continued prosperity warrants. 
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CHAPTER VI 

BUSINESS INTERESTS 

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

A LARGE tract of land on the north side of Ridgewood Avenue 
was owned by Henry Van Emlmrgh. By his will he left to his 

son, George, the southerly half of his farm, which extended from Pcur
sull 's Grove to a point across the truck, some distance west of Heights 
Road and which contained lO!J.57 acres. '!'his tract was sold in 1853 to 
Captain Samuel Dayton anel at u later elute was plottcel. 

'l'hc northerly half of the Henry Yun Emburgh farm, devised by 
him to his son, Peter Van Emlmrgh, was also purchuscel in 1853 by 
Captain Dayton and in the same year was sold to Samuel Graydon 
and Benjamin F. Robinson. 

These purchases by Captain Dayton anel :i\Icssrs. Graydon and Rob
inson were the curliest realty transactions in the development of the 
hamlet. P1·ior to these almost the whole of Ridgewood was owned by 
about twenty men, most of whom were descendants of the early Dutch 
settlers. 

'l'hc Dayton, Graydon and Robinson families were the first resi
dents of New York City to settle in Ridgewood. '!'hey were attracted 
to the hamlet by the grcutc1· frccelom of suburban life which they 
experienced during the years 1850, 1851, and 1852, while summer resi
dents at the old Docto1· Hopper home in Ho-Ho-Kus. 

About 1860 adelitionul residents from New York City came to the 
hamlet, among them being ,vmium Libby, A. J. Cameron, James 
Keeley, and John Walton and sons. About this time Cornelius Shuart 
purchased a portion of the Wcstcr,·clt property and was the first in 
the town to lay out Jund in building lots. While it is true that Captain 
Dayton was the first to plot the land, Shuart was the first to file u map. 

In 1866, 'l'. V. 'l'crhunc purchased a tract of Janel bounded by Ridge
wood and Franklin Avenues and Ouk and ,valnut Streets, where in 
1867 he erected the first dwelling house to be built after the Villagr. 
had been laid out into streets. 

'l'hc development of the Village continued and numerous l1ouscs 
wci·c built until the year 1875, when a financial dcp1·cssion resulted 
in the nbnndonmcnt of many homes and a stagnation of business of 
every kind. 

In 1880, n public sale of property comprising the Kidder Estate 
inaugurated n real estate movement on a larger scale than the Village 
had ever experienced. 'l'hc house then belonging to the Kidder prop
erty is now owned and occupied by Dr. J. T. Dc:.Uund. The property 
was purchased by several gentlemen. :i\Ir. Peter Ackerman secured a 
large portion of it which he immediately began to improve and place 
upon the market, the Reformed Church buying the first plot of one 
acre uncleared. 
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Other lots were offered for sale and additional streets were laid out, 
sidewalks built, and general improvements were made. 

In 1892, Thoma11 W. White acquired by purchase a large tract north
we11t of the depot, which he named Ridgewood Heights. He proceeded 
to develop the section and, after the opening of Franklin Avenue, the 
first house was built on land sold by l\11•. White to l\Ir. Lucius Smith 
for his mother, l\Irs. Junius A. Smith. The Smith family lived there 
until Lucius Smith died, when the house was rented to the present 
tenant, l\Ir. Sykes. It is still the property of the Smith Estate. 

The second lot of the White tract was sold to J. Bolles Smith, who 
built the house "The Knoll", recently purchased and remodelled by 
l\Iayor Garber on the south side of the avenue. l\Ir. White latci· built 
for his own occupancy, "The Onks," now owned by l\Irs. 0 'Neill, and 
it was due to his efforts that the attractiveness of this section was brought 
to the notice of men who bought and substantially improved several 
of the finest residential tracts in the Village. 

Between 190i and 1911 occurred the largest development of real 
estate in the history of tlle Village, when an average of one hundred 
new homes a year were constmctcd. During the period from 1912 
to 1915, an average of thirty-five new homes a year were completed, 
and in 1916 about fifty more were built, the inc1·ensc since 1911 having 
been along lines of normal growth. 

In more recent land developments parts of the Village have been 
laid out by real estate interests in the form of residential parks. The 
first of these, known as Knthawood Park, is situated on the west side 
of the Village, south of Godwin Avenue, while south of this section is 
Lincoln Park running to Lincoln A venue. 

The section just west of the Eric tracks includes what is popularly 
and appropriately known as the "Heights", while on its western slope 
i11 ,vastcna Park, both sections being traversed by winding roads and 
adorned with a natural growth of forest trees. 

Prospect Park on the southerly side of the Village consists of thirty 
acres of land divided into half-acre plots, and contains one of the finest 
beech groves to be found in Bergen County. 

Woodside Park, including ,voodsidc Avenue, Ivy Place and Linden 
Street, is within eight minutes' walk of the center of the Village and 
overlooks the valley both to the east and west. 

Floral Park is on the east side of Van Dien Avenue, in the imme
diate vicinity of Kenilworth School and the electl·ic road station at 
Spring Avenue. It commands one of the best views of the historic 
Paramus Valley. 

Fairview Park is on Harrison A venue near tl1c school and trolley 
station and embraces fifty acres of fine sandy soil. 

That part of Ridgewood lying north of Cameron Lane nnd west of 
the Eric Railroad, is now known as Upper Ridgewood and, before its 
development a few years ago, was mainly a pasture and woodland. 
Its advantages of altitude and unsurpassed views arc supplemented 
by its proximity to the Ho-Ho-Kus station of the Erie Railroad, whose 
property forms the dividing line between the two municipalities. 

Each of these localities may have its own peculiar charm but all 
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have prnetically submerged their individuality in the Ridgewood spirit 
of progressiveness which they have helped to advance. While the tan
gible lines of some are still in evidence and arc referred to as geo
graphical sections of the Village, there is no dividing line between the 
interests of any section or purt of Ridgewood, the people being remark
ably united in their public spirit . 

.\U:RCANTILE AND INDUSTIUAL I,N'l'EIU'RISES 

Prior to the construction of the railroad, agriculture was the prin
cipal occupation of the conununity, New York und other neighboring 
cities providing u ready market for locul products. 

At the time the Godwinvillc station Wll!l opened, there were thrca 
cotton mills in thut scttlcmant which is now culled .Midland Park and 
Wortcndykc. 'l'hc output of these mills together with the ugriculturul 
product!! provided bu!lincss fo1· tha new station, the natural result of 
which was the drawing of the people to it a!l a commercial center. 

The first building erected after the opening of the station, although 
occupied by P. J. Hopper as n dwelling, wus al!lo used by him us a 
general store. He was, therefore, the first to engage in a mercantile 
entcrp1•isc in the neighborhood. '!'his building wus located where the 
Hutton building now stands, near the railroad tracks on Ridgewood 
Avenue. 

The second person to engage in mercantile pursuits wus Cornelius 
Shuart, who built a store on the site of the Hoppc1· building, removing 
the latter to the rcur of the new structure und entering into the venture 
c,n a more extensive scale thun did his predecessor. 

Shuart Inter sold the business to .Albert Hopper and Casper Van 
Dien, brother of our present oldest citizen, John B. Van Dien. They 
were succeeded by P. Ii:. Hopper, l\lr. Totten, l\lr. Gilfillun and Mr. 
Cruse. The building was destroyed by the fire of .April, 188!), and the 
site remained unoccupied until the erection of the present Hutton 
building. 

About 1867 another grocery store wus started by G. G. Van Dien 
and his brother, John B. Van Dien, on the site now occupied by the 
Wilsey building. The Van Dicus ulso hud a large lumber-yard between 
the railroad and Ridgewood and Franklin A venues. They were suc
ceeded in the grocery trade first by John "\Vcstcrvelt and later by James 
Hammond, after which the building was devoted to other purposes, 
and with the construction of the present Wilsey building in 1914, it 
was removed to its present site on North Broad Street, and is known 
as the Ferris building. . 

The first attempt to conduct a clrug business in the Village was made 
by a German during the early sixties. He opened a store on South 
l\faple Avenue, where the rcsi"dence of Chas. Stoneall now stands, but 
the location was not near enough to the business center of the com
munity and so was unsuccessful. 

In 1868 a similar business was established by E . .A. Wyatt, in the 
store now occupied by the 0. K. l\farket, on the corner of Ridgewood 
Avenue and Chestnut Street. In 18!)2 the business was purchased from 
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the widow of l\ir. Wyatt by H . .A. Tice, who remained at that location 
until 1897, when he moved to his pretient site 011 the opposite corner. 
The building he removed to was destroyed by fire in 1900 but was im
mediately rebuilt and is now known as the 1-'ionccr Building. 

The lumber business on the south side of Ridgewood .Avenue was 
established by Cornelius Shuart about 1869, and about 187.J: he sold it 
to John G. Hopper and his brother, .Albert G. Hopper. It again be
came l\ir. Shuart 's property and in 1878 its present proprietor, Isaac 
E. Hutton, re-established the business. 

In 1870, Abraham Terhune built and conducted a grocery store and 
meat business at the comer of Ridgewood and :Maple '.Avenues. He 
discontinued this in 187.J: and started the Ridgewood .Avenue Hotel. 
This was destroyed by fire in 1876 and immediately afterward the 
present Rouclcrc Hotel was built. · 

In 1872, T. V. 'l'crhunc established a general merchandise and gro
cery business at the corner of Ridgewood .Avenue and Oak Street, which 
he conducted for a long pcl'iod. 'l'hc store is occupied at present by the 
James Butlci: Grocery Company. 

A meat market, previously conducted by John J. Bogert. was pur
chased by his brother-in-law, Comclius Crouter, in 1874. In 1889 the 
building was destroyed by fire but was rebuilt during the same year 
and l\Ir. Crouter continued the business until he disposed of it in l!l14 
and retired. The store is located 011 Ridgewood Avenue between the 
Hutton and l\Ioorc (Zabriskie) buildings and is now the office of W. H. 
l\Ioorc's plumbing establishment. 

A short time prior to 1876, Abram J. Zabriskie erected the brick 
building on the corner of Ridgewood Avenue and Broad Street, which 
is now known as the l\Ioorc Building. On its completion it was occupied 
by the firm of Zabriskie & Hawes, established in 1872-3 by his son, John 
.J. Zabriskie, and Samuel \V. Hawes, who conducted a grocery business 
in the premises now the real estate offices of Stevens & 'rctor. 

In the early 80 's the doorsill of the main entrance to the store was 
used by the United States Department of Geographical Surveys for the 
first marker placed in Ridgewood, to indicate its elevation above sca
levcl. On the completion of the Ridgewood Trust Company's building, 
tl1c marker was removed to the sill of the main entrance of the new 
building and shows an elevation of 134.55 feet. The only other murker 
placed by the Government in Ridgewood is on the bridge of the Eric 
Railroad over Cameron Lane and shows an elevation at that point of 
153.97 feet. 

Some time prior to 1876, Whritnour & Colfax had a general mer
chandise store on the site of the present E. B. Van Horn livery, grain 
and feed business on Broad Street, the upper floor of the building being 
known as Wilson's Hall. This building was destroyed by fire in 1881. 
The building now occupied by Ackerman Bros., the groccrymen, on 
the north side of Ridgewood Avenue, was put up by John B. Van Dien 
and was occupied by the firm then known as Edward \Vhritnour & Son, 
Mr. Colfax having previously died. Upon the death of Edward Whrit
nour, the business was continued by his son, l\Iathias (Tice) Wl1ritnc.ir, 
until succeeded by the present occupants. 
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After the destruction of the former store of \Vhritnour & Colfax, 
the site remained unoccupied until the curly part of 1808, when E. B. 
Van Horn erected tl1e present building and established his livery, feed, 
and grain business. 

About 1876 Van Emburgh & Post operated a steam saw and planing 
mill on the corner of Ridgewood A venue and Broad Street, part of the 
building being user! for the cu1•pcnter shop of C. D. Ackerman. Thill 
huilding wns also destroyed in the fire of 1881. .At that time it was 
being used ns II blacksmith shop by Benjamin Eglin, who now conducts 
11 similar husincss on Hudson Street, and ns a wheelwright shop by 
John A. l\Inrinus. 

In 1882, tlic present Ryerson building was erected upon the site. 
This building, besides providing for stores on the ground floor, lmd liv
ing rooms on the second floor, and a meeting room on the third floot· 
which wns, for it long period, the ]1ome of the l\Iusons. 

The corner store now oec•npied hy F. II. Adam, the grocer, wns first 
oc•cupicrl hy ,John F. Cruse, also ns n grocery store, and nt one time eon
tnined the Village Post Office. The store now occupied by the restaurant 
(.If Cnrnmelln & l\forh<'lli wns used until 189!) by llrs. Susan E. Ryerson 
nnd her sister, Miss Kate A. Bortic, as a dry-goods and notion store. 

The con] and wood business now conduetcd by George R. Young nnd 
Hirhnrd Bortic, the business office of which is loeated in the Ryerson 
huilding, was established in 1888 by E. F. Ryerson, who eondueted tl1e 
husincss in its pr!'sent loc•ntion until his clenth. It was tak.,n over by 
the pr!'scnt firm during April, 1897. \Vl1en first established, the coal 
yards were locntcrl for a short time on the Broad Street property, later 
oecupirrl by tl1e feed and grain business of J. H. Blauvelt. About n 
yenr after its establisl11nent, l\Ir. Ryerson moved the ::rn1·ds to their 
present. ]oration on Franklin Avenue, nlong the tracks of the Erie 
Railroad. 

Some )·cnrs prior to 1876, G. ,T. Snydcr eonstruetccl n smnll buildinit 
on tl1e eorner of Ridgewood Avenue nncl Prospect Street, tl1e present 
~ite of the First National Rank building, where, for a number of )'enrs, 
hr. con<ltl<'IN] n meat husin!'ss. At nbout the snme time lie r.rccterl a 
lat•ger hnilcling, with living 1·ooms nbove, on Ridgewood Avenue. ncljn
rcnt to the comer lmilding, the ground floor of whic•l1 w1111 usccl hy ,T. 
Seiber ns a hnkery. When the First National Rnnk building was started, 
these lmihlings were removed to their present lorntion on Prospect 
Street ncl.ioining the present Post Office building and arc now orrupied, 
the smaller one by the Ridgewood Tire Company nnd the other hr 
Koblintz, tl1e tailor. 

'l'hr. first plumbing nnd tinsmith business was established 11rior to 
1876 by Bergman & Duffy in the store adjoining the old Van Dien 
huihling on the corner of Ridgewood Avenue and Chestnut Street. The 
firm nlso <'arried a small line of hnrdwure. 'rhe business was later con
tinued by l\f. C. Duffy. 

The curliest nurse1•y in the vicinity of Ridgewood wns started by 
Henry \V. Hnles in 1874. At first the business was eonclueted on a 
compnrath·ely small scale, but it soon developed to a point where it not 
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only took care of the local trade but supplied cut flowers to the New 
York market as well. 

In 1876, the business interests located in what is now the center of 
Ridgewood consisted of three general stores, a plumbing shop, two 
blacksmiths, two wheelwrights, a periodical store, a butcher shop, a 
tailor, an apothecary, and a nursery. 

The Paramus section of the Village was in a modest way a business 
centre about 1870 and for some years thereafter. Jacob D. Van 
Bmburgh established a grocery store on the property just west of the 
old Naugle Hotel. This was successfully conducted by l\Ir. Van Em
burgh, his brother, Henry, John E. Zabriskie, John H. Snyder, and 
John J. Hopper, the latter a son-in-law of J. D. Vnn Emburgh. Mr. 
Hopper at a voluntary auction disposed of his stock . 

.At about the same time, John J . .Ackerman, later proprietor of the 
old Naugle Hotel, established a large business, building carriages, 
wagons, and sleighs, as well us doing a general blacksmith, wheelwright, 
and carriage painting business aud employing about half a dozen men. 

During tl1e aame period a harness maker and a shoemaker also estab
lished themselves in this section. 

The coal and grain business conducted for the past three years by 
S. Nagle, Jr., on the property of ,v. I-I. Moore on Broad Street, is on 
the premises occupied by the grain business conducted by J. H. Blauvelt 
for a period of eighteen years prior to the establishment of the present 
business. 

Since its early days the mercantile interests of tl1c Village have de
veloped along natural and normal lines until today every line of activity 
r<'quircd by the life of a modem suburban village is represented. Al
most all of the business interests arc centered in the Village and the 
principal buildings erected for tl1csc purposes with the date of con
struction, arc as follows: 

On the we.d side of the irnck: 
Wilsey Square from Franklin to Godwin .A venue, 

Osman, 1!)13; Play House, 1!)13; Van Ordcn 's Gamge, 1!100; 
two-story store and apartment block, 1!)16. 

On Godwin Avenue, l\Iorgan, 1003. 

On the enst side of the irnck: 
Ridgewood Avenue, south side, from the tracks to Broad Street. 

Hutton, 1808; :Moore (Crouter) prior to 1874, rebuilt, 1880; 
l\Ioorc (Zabriskie), prior to 1876. 

Broad to Prcspcct Streets, 
Ryci·son, 1882; Hopper, mos; Ridgewood News, moo; Ridge

wood House-Hotel, 1870; l\Icad, 1!)03; and First National 
Bank, 1003. 

Prcspcct to Oak Streets, 
Ridgewood Trust Company, 1010; Quackenbush, 1000; Green

law, l!JOO; Waller, 1!)15; and Thorton, 1!)12. 
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Ridgewood Avenue, north side from Broad to Chestnut Streets, 
Wilsey, l!ll-1:; Hcnnion, 1890; Van Dien Block, 1891 and 1893; 

Ackerman, 1882; Duffy, prior to 1876; and Van Dien, prior 
to 1868. 

Chestnut to Oak Streets, 
Pioneer, 1895, rebuilt 1!)00; Hcnnion, 189-1:; Hanks Block (be

tween 1893 to 1!103) ; and on the opposite corner, Terhune, 
1872. 

Prospect Street, west side, 
The Hegeman building, mos; Post Office, 1!)12; and on the 

cast side Prospect Hall Block, 1!)03. 

INDUSTRIES 

\Yl1ilc Ridgewood is wholly residential in character, having no fac
tories or other industrial enterprises employing large numbers of opera
tives, it was at one time the home of the "Favorite Brand" rubber 
packing business. This was in a two-story brick building Iocntcd on the 
cast side of North l\Iaple Avenue, opposite Park Court and at present 
used by the Packer Auto Company. The building was built by the heirs 
of John R. Terhune in 1873, near the site formerly occupied by three 
other factories within a period of twenty-one years. The first building 
was used as a grist mill for nearly half a century, and in Fcbmury, 
1853, was destroyed by fire. A new frame building was put up during 
the same year and leased to J. J. Zahriskic for use us II cotton mill. 
This also was burned in 1859. 

In 1866, ground was broken fo1· 11 new frame structure whirh wuK 
leased to Edwin Taylor, of Kcnsieo, N. Y., for manufacturing purposes. 
This building was burned in 1873 and, in the same ~·car, the present 
building was erected and h•ascd in 1879 to the PccrlesK Manufacturing 
Company for the manufacture of rubber goods. 1t was occupied b) 
this company until about 1886 when, more space bcin~ needed on ac
count of the expansion of their business, their enterprise was removed 
to New Durham, N. J. The building was prncticnlly unused until re
cently when it was occupied by the Packer Auto Compnny. 

At one time Ridgewood also contained the woolen mills of G. l\Iorrow 
& Son, which were established in 18fi3 and located at the southcnst 
corner of the Village near the Susquehanna Railroad, just below what 
is now known as Van Emburgh 's Pond. 

In the extreme northern portion of the Village, near \Ynldwick, was 
located the paper and twine manufactory of \Yhitc Compan~·, whi<'h was 
1ll'stroyed by fire about 1880. 

In the same locality, and on the road leading from W11ldwi1·k to 
\Yyekoff, a factory frir the manufacture of wax for artificial flowers and 
honeycomb was started in the early 70's by A.H. Bender, who had pur
chased the privilege from l\[rs. l\L C. l\IcCull, of Edinburgh, Scotland. 
He continued the business for about ten years during which time lii11 
product received first prize ut the Philadelphia Exposition in 1876, as 
did flowers made from it by l\liss Emma Hopper, now l\Irs. George \Y. 
Beckley, of Waldwick. 
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

Banhs 

The first effort to cstublish a banking institution in Ridgewood wus 
mudc by The Villugc lmpro\'cmcnt .Associution, when for n period of 
nearly three ycurs prior to the organizution of the First Nationul Bank, 
u committee of this association had charge of the Ridgewood Brunch 
of the Penny Pro\'idcnt Bank of New York, with n list of depositors 
upproximating 100 children. Stamps representing cash were cxclmngcd 
nnd redeemed when the amount rcn<'hcd $10.00. 

The Fir.~l National Bank 

In lS!J!J The First National Bank of Ridgewood was organized, its 
first officers being: 

President •••.........................•• PETER Ac1a:nlt.\ x, 
l'icc-Prcsidc111 .......................... H. S. P.\TTF:nsox. 
CaRhicr ................................ L. F. R1•1~xc1-:n, 
Teller •..............................•. \V. C. TIAXTA. 

The business was ut first conducted in a building on the site now 
occupied by Gordon's barber shop on West Ridgewood .A\'cnuc. This 
was destroyed by fire in i\Iarch, l!J00, and the hunk was removed to 
temporary quarters in the Banta plumhing shop in the Hutton building 
near the railroad. At the end of four months it was ngnin remo\'cd to 
the building on Prospect Street, now occupied hy i\fax Kohlintz, tl1c 
tuilor. The present quarters were c•onstructcd and occupied in l!J03. 

Ridgcwoocl Trnsl Company 

The Ridgewood Trust Company was organized in l!J06, the first offi-
cers being: 

/'rrsirlc11f .•..........................• ,,lt:1>m; f"m1:-mr.1Us Dont:lrns 
l"icc-l'rc.,irlr111 •..............•........• ,,L\lit:S \\'. PF.A RSA LL, 
Trcn,n,rcr .............................. \Y. ,T. Fur.umTox, 
Rrrrrlnr!/ .............................. L. F. ~rF.XCF.R. 

Business was conducted for uhout six months in a portion of the 
First National Bunk quarters, ancl luter, in l!l07, was mo\'cd to wlmt is 
now the ,vehcr jewelry store, on ,vest Ridgewood Avenue. In l!ll0 
the present building wus completed nnd occupied. 

Buil<ling and Loan Associatio1is 

Ridgewood hus three building and loan ussocintions, all of which 
have been munuged wisely, economicully, nnd satisfactorily. 'l'hc busi
ness done is strictly locul und hundreds of residents of the Village, who 
huvc tukcn udvantage of the fucilitics afforded by the associutions, nrc 
toduy owners of their own homes, or urc in a fair wny to be so. ,vith 
a lot paid for, n building nnd loun association is usuully willing to nd
vnncc 80% of the uctunl cost of huikling a house. This 80% is returned 
to the ussoeiation in monthly payments for n period extending over 
upproximutely 130 months. If members do not build, the ussociations 
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provide a means of saving, with the pri\'ilege of withdrnwal or of bor
rowing at any time. 

The Ridgcn•ood R11ildi11r1 ,,,11/ Lo1111 A.~.~oci111ion 

The Ridgewood Building 11ml Lonn ,\ssm•intion \\'IIS organized in 
1885 and is 1hc oldest orgnniim1 ion of i1s ehnrueter in 1hc Village. The 
first officers were: 

l'rcsitlc11t .............................. ,J.urEs :'\. Xm1111s. 
l"icc•l'rcsidrnt . . . . . . . . . ................ K I-". Hn:nsos. 
,~rcrctttr]J .............................. <t S. \\'JIITTY. 
1'r('flHUr,·,· .............................. < '. P. l'UOl"TEU. 

The Co-opera/foe RuildiurJ 1111d Lo1111 .,l,~socialion 

The Co-opcrutivc Building mid Lonn Association was orgnnizcd on 
February I, 18!11, with the following officers: 

l'resitl,•11/ .............................•• Josr-:Pn \\'. Enw.,uns. 
l'fr•,•./>resif/n,t ......................... ,('ti.AS,\\". Low. 
Ser•re/r,ry .........•........•....••••••• JS,\.\C )I. \1°.\1.I .. 
Trrt1R111·rr .............................. lln,~n:,. l'A:'tll•n1-:r.r .. 

1'/te Ulen Rock B11ildi11!f 1111d L()111t ,h.~()ci11lion 

The Glen Rock Building an<l Loan Association was incorporntcd 
l\Iurch 25, l!J0i, with thr. primnr~· object of furnishing 1111 ussociation 
for the residents of Glen Hock. 'l'hc offic•c is loc•atcd in Ridgewood, us 11 

majority of its members arc residents of 1hut Yillugc. 
The first officers wr.rc: 

l'rcsi,lc11t .............................. '.',, 1-. Ct'llllf:111.Y, 
ricc-Prcsitlc11/ ........................ .. J.\lU:s H. ('IIIU~TOl'llt:Jt. 
:-kcrctary .............................. n. T. IJOl'l't:U, 
TrraRttrcr ............................. .. Jo11x A. )L\lnsrs. 

MEDICAL AN!l DEN'l'AL l'HOl-"I•::-;sIONS 

7'hc Mcdic11l l'rof cs.~ion 

In the curly history of m1111)· of the rolonics. the art of heuling wus 
practiced chiefly by the <'lcrgy. 'l'lw c•are of the sirk came nuturully 
within the sphere of their puroc•hiul du1ics, and many of them were 
distin1,'1lishcd for their knowle1lge of mcdi1•inc and were authors of some 
of the earliest mcdiC'al pupers printed in America. In some instances 
the schoolmaster was the ph)·sician and surgeon of the neighborhood. 

New Jersey had among its rarl~· 111c1li<'al men 11 few who had rcceivl'tl 
their training in 1he schools of Europe. B~· far the grcuter number, 
howc\'cr, hu\'ing no liberal cduration, had liYed 11 ~-car or two with a 
practitioner of some sort, read the few urnilablc books on medicine nnd 
then, assuming the title of doctor, offered thcmsel\'es to the people ns 
compctcnt·to cure discusc. 'l'hcy relied much upon the use of herbs and 
roots. 

Every neighborhood seems to have had some one who could bleed und 
cxtruct teeth. Occusionully 11 handy mun would strnightcn a cracked 

!l7 



RIDGEWOOD, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

bone, and be given great credit and the title of doctor for doing so. In 
nearly all cases of siclmcss the remedies employed were the growth of 
the soil, very little mPdicine, ns it is known today, being used. 

Among the Hollanders of Bergen County, there was little need of 
physicians for many years after the first settlement began. The climate 
was healthy and the settlers were of II hardy and enduring type. 
Malaria wns eomparath·cly unknown. All of the early writers and 
l'orrcspondcnts who have described the l'ondition of the country, either 
in books or in letters to their friends nbrond, united in pronouncing 
East Jersey a very healthy country. Aside from this, the scarcity of 
early ph)·siciuns in Bergen County is accounted for by the fuct that the 
more wealthy of the citizens were in the habit of obtaining their medical 
attention from other places, such us New York, Eliznbcthtown, and 
Newark. 

Holland seems to lmve sent forth no properly qualified physicians, 
altl1ough her university nt LC'ydcn wns among the most renowned in 
Europe for chemistry and kindred sciences. The science of medicine 
was in its infancy all over the eivilizcd world. What is now understood 
by that term hos been the growth of the last 12ii years. There was 
nothing approximating II school of medicine in America; not even 11 
course of lectures, until the middle of the eighteenth century, when the 
first medical school in the country wns founded in Philndclphin in 176:i. 
Two years Inter New York established lier first school of medicine in 
connection with King's College, New York City. 

The year 1688 is the first in which we l1car of any doctor in what is 
now Bergen County. Dr. Johannes, the mnn referred to, lived in wl111t 
is now Hnckcnsnck (in the then County of Essex, which extended only 
as far west ns the Hackcnsnck River), Bergen County. 

Dr. Van Emburgh must hove prncticcd in or about Hackensack be
fore 1709, as a deed was filed that year to his widow. 

The next one of whom nny nccount is found is Dr. Abraham Van 
Buskirk, w]10 lived at Parnmus, and wns surgeon in the First 71li1itin 
of Bergen Count)·, February 17, 1776. Ju July of that ycnr the Provin
cial Congress ordered that the treasurer pay to Dr. Vnn Buskirk and 
two others the sum of 335 pounds, 10 sl1illings, being the amount due 
for 79 stands of arms at 4 pounds, 10 shillings apiece. Before the ycat· 
was out he hnd gone over to the British, family and all. He was lender 
of mnny Tory mids in Bergen County; one mid through Closter in 1779. 

Joseph Sackett, Jr., who practiced in Pnrnmus wns one of the scvcn
tC'cn who sii,1ed the Instruments of Association and Constitution of the 
Medical Society of New Jcrsc)• in 1766, which society this year cele
brated its 160th Anniversary, being the oldest medical society in this 
country. 

Many of the early physicians covered large circuits, often being 
away from home for several dnys at a time. They rendered efficient 
service to the public in the days of stage coaches. spinning wheels nnd 
tallow dips. While much of their system of mcdicntion today is obso
lete, it served nevcrthclcs.~ us n Rtcpping-stonc to modern practice, and 
it would be unjust to decry their methods. 

At one period the country was overrun with itinerant doctors, 
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natural bonesetters and others of like character. l\Iany clergymen took 
up the study of medicine which they practiced along with their ministry. 
On the tombstone of the Hcv. Robert l\IcKcun, of Perth .Amboy, who 
was also the first president of the New ,Jersey ;\Icdicul Society, is in
scribed: ".An unshaken friend, an agrccahlc companion, a rational 
divine, a skilful physician, und in every rclntion in life a truly benevo
lent and honest man." 

Dr. Elijah Rosencrantz, graduated from Rutgers College in 1791, 
studied theology for a period of sixteen months with the Rev. Peter 
Studdiford, whereupon he wus granted a license to preach. .After 
preaching one sermon he decided that he was not fitted for the ministry. 
He took up the study of medicine and in 17!)!) received from two judges 
of the State Supreme Court a license to practice as a physician and 
imrgcon in the State of New Jersey. In 1800 he purchased the Hermi
tage, former]~• the home of ;\[adam Provost, now the Rosencrantz home
stead, where he begun prarticc. He held the appointment of surgeon 
to the Second Regiment, Bergen Count~· Brigade of l\Iilitia. He died 
in 1832. 

Dr. Garret D. Bantu, horn in 17!J2, practiced in Paramus and it is 
interesting to note that his wife was in the habit of accompanying Jiim 
on his rounds and aiding in his professional work. Dr. ,v. L. Vroom 
hos now in his possession the old mortar and pestle with which Dr. 
Banta compounded liis prescriptions. The eagle over the pulpit of the 
old Paramus Church was presented by Dr. Bantu in 1800. 

Dr. Henry G. Banta, son of Dr. Garret D. Banta, born in 1815, fol
lowed his father in the practice of medicine and also located in Paramus. 
He ,lied in 1876. It is mentioned that his rounds often rc(]uircd two or 
three days before returning home and that wherever meal time found 
him he would muke himself welcome. Frc(]ucntly, upon leaving a pa
tient, he would take along a sack of oats or corn for his horses, this 
often constituting the only eompcnsation for medical services. 

Dr. DuBois Hnsbrook, n cousin of Charles 1-InslJl'ook of 1-Inckcnsnck, 
was loentcd on tlic Pnrnmns Road, at the old Lane plnec. about 185-l. 

Dr. 0. Blcnis, located on the Paramus Road, now the Ycrmilyr, home
stead, previous to 1864 and Inter moved to Saddle River. 

Dr. John T. De l\Iund, born in 1840, was assistant surgeon of the 
58t11 Regiment, Pennsylvania Infnntr~•. in 1863, and begun the practice 
of medicine in Paramus in 1864. He rmnc to Ridgewood in 1878 and 
continued practice until l!Jl-l, when he retired. Upon locating in Ridge
wood his office was in a smnll building adjacent to the site of the Wilsey 
Building. In 1888 the building was rcmo\'cd to its present site at the 
entrance to the grounds of his residence on Ridgewood .Avenue. 

Dr. George B. Parker, a surgeon of the Civil ,var, cmnc to Ridge
wood about 1876. He was the founder of City Point Hospital. It is 
related that President Grnnt said to him: "Dr. Parker, if there is any 
position yon wish, I would be glad to make the appointment.'' The 
doctor in his charnctcristie way answered: "Thank you, Mr. President, 
I am a Democrat." Dr. Parker long t•.·casnrcd an axe with which, at 
the earnest solicitation of a number of officers, President Lincoln split 
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a rail in his tent one night, to demonstrate that he had not lost his 
ability in that line. 

Dr. William Frnneis, born in England, resided in what is now the 
Terhune house on Ridgewood Avenue, and practiced in Ridgewood for 
a number of years. He died in 1888. The doctor1 accompanied by a 
bugc mastiff in his walks about town was for years II familiar figure. 

Dr. Wm. L. Vroom came to Ridgewood in 1888, taking up the prac
tice of Dr. Francis. In 18!!3 Dr. Vroom took possession of the old stone 
house on Ridgewood .Avenue, which is one of Ridgcwood's landmarks, 
being the second oldest residence. The deed embracing this propc1·ty, 
b-ivcn by the "Lords Proprietors of the Province of East Jersey" and 
dated 16!!8, is still well preserved. It is elaborately engrossed on 
sheepskin. 

Dr. George l\I. Ockford was next to establish himself in Ridgewood, 
coming from Lexington, Ky., in lS!Jl. He has the honor of being the 
present Postmaster of the Village. 

Next in order arc: 
Dr. Charles W. Harrcys, who began practice in this Village in 18!JS. 
Dr. Harry S. Willard, who hcgan practice in 18!!8, soon giving up 

general practice to devote himself to the speciality of the eye. 
Dr. Cornelius A. De l\lund, son of Dr. J. T. De Mund, began practice 

in l!J00, following his father, whose practice he has now taken up. 
Dr. Harry H. Pettit reached Ridgewood in l!J06 and located on 

Franklin .Avenue. 
Dr. H. A. Bonyngc, located on Prospect Street, began practice in 

l!J07. 
Dr. William C. Cmig, who associated himself with Dr. Wm. T,, 

Vroom, began practice in l!J0!J. 
Dr. F. W. Gillmrt was Ul!Xt in order and located on "\Vest Ridgewood 

Avenue in 1912. 
Dr. Wm. Tomkins located in Upper Ridgewood in l!Jl2. 
Dr. Walter F. Keating locakd on Franklin Avenue in l!JUi. 
The Ridgewood :Medical Soricty, eonsisting of the resident physi

cian:. and those of the immediate vicinity, was organized in l!Jl], the 
object being the promotion of scientific discussion and social welfare. 

The Ridgewood Hospital was incorporated in 1911 with the follow
ing Board of Directors: W. L. Vroom, l\1.D., F. von l\loschziskcr, "\V. C. 
Craig, l\l.D., ,Judge Cornelius Doremus, and James l\l. Craig. 

The hospital is located on West Ridgewood Avenue, ad,ioining the 
office of Dr. Vroom, and is conducted for the physicians of Ridgewood 
and vicinity in order that they may propcl'ly care for their patients 
who require hospital treatment. 

The Dental Profe.~sion 

'flw science of dentistry embraces the treatment of discmms and 
lesions of the teeth and the supplying of substitutes for such of these 
organs ns arc lost. As in the curly days of the Medical Profession, 
dentistry was practiced to a large extent by persons engaged in other 
pursuits and without any professional education. This was due pri
marily to the fact that mere tooth-drawing constituted the surgicml 
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dentistry of the times and the operation demanded muscular strength 
end manuul dexterity rather than unutomicul knowledge or surgicul 
sldll. . 

The very a11p11rcnt need of educating in<lividunls for the profcBBion 
resulted in the cstabliH111ncnt of courses of studies in vnrious colleges 
and institutions throughout the country. Now, undc1· the laws of the 
various states, only those who can produce a certificate that the required 
course has been completed may take the examination for a Iicmisc to 
practice. 

In the early days of Ridgewood, dentists who had located in the 
neighboring nmnicipnlitics of Hackensack, Putcrson, and New York, 
cured for the needs of the villagers. 'I'hc first dentist to establish in 
the Village wns Dr. Wultcr Vmi Emburgh, who began practice January 
l, 1894, and continued until June 10, l!Jl-1, when he retired. 

The next to open 1111 office was Dr. Hurold J. White, who begun 
11rnctice on September 10, l!J03. 

Shortly nftcrwurd Dr. Russell Suffern opened nu office, but only 
remained in the Village about three months. 

In the spring of 1!)09, Dr. G. W. La Libcrtc begun to practice and in 
the summer of l!Jll removed to Orange, N. J. 

During September, l!JlO, offices were opened by Dr. Walter A. 
'l'raccy and Dr. Angelo Zabriskie. In October of the snmc year, Dr. 
G. A. Wessner established an office, and Dr. W. S. H. i\Iurtin began to 
prncticc here during the curly pnrt of }!)13. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Ridgewood has two weekly newspapers, one bi-monthly publication 
nnd one maguzinc issued every other week. The communit~•'s first news
paper wus established in 1889 by \Villiam J. 'I'onkin und was issued 
monthly under the name of "The Ridgewood News." 

The Ridgewood N cws 

This paper was for some time printed in New York and its edi
torials 1111d news articles were prepared by i\Ir. 'l'onkin us he traveled 
hctwccn the Village and the City. Six months nftcr its establishment, 
the News bccumc a semi-monthly. At the end of the ycnr, l\Ir. Tonkin 
(1ccidcd to discontinue his work us a publisher and sold his paper to 
Leonard N. Taft, who was then station agent at Ridgewood for the Eric 
I:ailroad. The purchnsc price was $1.00. l\Ir. Tuft immediately in
stalled 11rinting presses, type and other ncccBBnry mntcrials in a room 
over Eglin 's blacksmith shop and published The N cw.~ as a weekly. 

About a year later John A. Ackerman became owner of the paper 
and published it until 1892 when he re-sold it to l\[r. Tuft. 

On September 15, 1894, Frunk A. Bnxtcr and Joseph 811),cock be
came proprietors of the paper. Several years Inter Mr. Baxter pur
chased his partner's interest in the paper and continued to publish it 
until June 1, }!)16, when he rctit-cd from joumnlistic work, disposing 
of his interests to Franklin Fishier, the present proprietor. 
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The News was at first non-partisan in its politics, but in recent years 
has b9en consistently Democratic. 

Tltc Ridgewood Rccol'd 

In 1898 Ur. Leonard N. Taft, formerly owner of The Ridgewood 
News, re-entered the newspaper business and established The Ridgewood 
Reco1·cl, a weekly. After a brief period, he sold the paper to Eugene 
Ferrell, who published it until a fire put him out of businfiSS. :Mr. Taft 
bought what remained of the plant at public sale and insflllled it in the 
carriage house in the rear of his residence at 76 ·woodside Avenue. 
He then ·began the publication of u paper called The Ridgewood II el'ald. 

The Ridgewood JI e1:ald 

This paper was publisl1ed by :\Ir. Taft until August 15, 1905, wl1cn 
Brainard G. Smith secured possession. ~Ir. Smith brought to the Herald 
n ripe experience in newspaper wo1'.k gained through fifteen years' 
service on the staff of the New York Sun. The editorial and ncwR 
columns of the J/ er11ld since ~Ir. Smith's ownership lmvc reflected the 
journalistic atmosphere which made the New York Sun, during Charles 
Dana's regime, so justly famous. 

The JI crald has been consistently Republican. in politics and has been 
invaluable to the party in Bergen County. It owns its home, n sub
stantial structure of concrete block, at. Hudson and Broad Streets, which 
was completed in August, 1912, and has a well-equipped modern print
mg plant. 

The Riclyewoocl Times 

The Ridgewood Time.~ was started in l!Jl6 by J. Douglas Gessford, 
who sought to establish an independent weekly newspaper of rather 
ambitious ideals. 'l'hc first issue appeared Pebruary 19, l!Jl6, as a fom 
page, eight column paper. It was continued weekly until July 8, 1916, 
when it was permanently discontinued because the cdito1· and his entire 
staff had joined the colors on the :Mexican border as members of Com
pany L, Fifth New ,Jersey Infantry. 

The Arrow 

The Arl'ow is the publication of the Ridgewood High School and is 
devoted to dissemination of Hidgcwood school news and the publication 
uf meritorious articles, stories, poems, and papers written by students 
in the High School. It was the conception of the Class of 1908 and 
appeared originally as the year book of the class. 'fhc first issue was 
published under the editorial direction of :Miss Nell Doremus, who Imel 
associated with her :Mildred Hile1·, Florence Kemp, Helen Van Buren, 
Linillcy de Garmo, and William Ransome, the cover being designed by 
Bdgar G. Wanillcss of tl1c Class of 1910. 'l'his publication aroused so 
much interest that three issues were published in 1912 and 1913. In 
1914, under tl1c editorship of Olive Graham, The A1Tow became a quar-
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tcrly and the following year was iss1wd bi-monthly and bus so continued 
since. The .til"row presents mu11y items of pertinent Rchool interest 
which escape the attention of the ncwsp(lpcrs of the Village. Its stuff 
consists of twelve students of the High School with two members of the 
Faculty us advisors. 

The Editor 

The Editor, a publication accurately described by its sub-title, which 
is "The J ournul of Information for Literary \Vorkcrs," was founded 
in Janum·y, 1895, by James Knupp Reeve, at Franklin, Ohio. ~Ir. 
Reeve published the magazine for ten years and then, having become 
associated with the Outing Publishing Company, turned the active man
agement of The Editor over to Leslie W. Quirk, who continued the work 
until l!J0!J, when l\Ir. Reeve resumed the management of the pcrio<licul 
ullll moved the plant to Ri<lgcwood, locating in the Pioneer Building. 
In l!Jll William R. Kunc acquired the controlling intc1·cst in the maga
zine. In l!Jl3 it was published us 11 bi-monthly and later in the same 
year begun to appear every other week. In 1914 the plant was removed 
to Glen Rock, but in December, 1916, it was again located in Ridgewood 
and is now established at 2-4 Godwin A venue as the Station Place Prc.~s. 
A few months prior to this change, ~Ir. Arthur Tomnlin, of Allen<lnlc, 
became associated with l\Ir. Kane as publisher. 'l'hc paper now hmi 
nearly !J,000 subscribers. 

'l'he Editor Company also published The Thrc.~lwld, a magazine of 
new names and things in literature, 7'hc Editor Quarterly, which con
!!ists of reprints of articles appearing originally in The Editor, books 
of value to writers, and maintains II Literary Bureau to assist writers, 
by criticism and advice. 

HOTELS, INNS, AND TAVERNS 

'fhe old David Nangle Tavern, located about 500 feet north of Lin
wood Avenue, on the west side of the Paramus Road, was built about 
l'i!J0, by John A. Zabriskie, ol'iginally n residence. l\Ir. Zabriskie later 
turned the house into a tavern, which was one of the stopping places 
on the old Hoboken-Goshen stage route. After the Revolutionary War 
and during the curly part of the Nineteenth Century, in accordance 
with the custom of that time, the house was the headquarters of thr, 
citizens of the community when engaged in general military training 
vndcr General Andrew H. Hopper, on what were known us "General 
1'ruining Days". 

In 180!) the property, including 100 uet·es of luncl, was conveyed by 
Christian De Pcystc1· to John ~\. Zabriskie. . 

About 184!) it came into the possession of David B. Naugle, who 
concluctcd the premises us u hotel during the Civil War. On l\Iuy 23, 
1905, F. II. Bogert bought the property, at n partition sale in the 
Sheriff's office at I-Iackcnsuek. At that time it was and for more than 
twenty years lmcl been conducted us the Ackerman Hotel by John J . 
.Ackerman, us lessee of the David B. Naugle Estate. l\Ir. Ackerman 
wu11 permitted by the new owner to continue in possession until his 
death in the spring of l!l13. His widow continued the business until 
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tl1c expiration of her license on September 1st of that year. Although 
a new license was gmnted by the court and l\Ir. Bogert wus offered 1111 
increased rentul for the property for hotel purposes, he declined the 
offer and thus terminuted a hotel business long conducted on the site. 
The building wus never ugain occupied 11ml soon ufter the property 
passed out of the hunds of l\Ir. Bogert, in 1915, it wus tom down, the 
cellar at present marking its site. 

Henry Van Emburgh conducted 11 hotel in the building now known 
1111 "l\Inple Homestead", locutcd about 1,000 feet north of the old Naugle 
Hotel 011 the Paramus Roui:I. 'l'his business wns discontinued ut about 
the time l\Ir. Naugle took possci.sion of his pince. 

A number of ycurs after the Revolutionary \\'111·, 11 hotel wus built 
J,y 11 man named Bogert, on the present site of the l\Inrtin property, 
on the north side of Godwin Avenue opposite Lincoln Avenue. During 
the early 40's, the plucc wus conducted ns II tavern by James Blauvelt, 
who was noted throughout the counti·y-sidc for his efforts to discover 
ihc secret of .perpetual motion, and his plucc was 11 center for the people 
of the neighborhood. 

About 1870, J. W. Halstead built the present Ridgewood House on 
West Ridgewood Avenue. At that time the Villuge was a mere hamlet 
und the hotel was looked upon us 11 very lurgc affair. About two years 
later Abram G. I-lopper opened the l•'ranklin House, on the present site 
of the Ridgewood News Office, and continued it until a fire swept that 
block. In 1885 l\Ir. Hopper pmchascd the Ridgewood House and con
ducted it until his dcnth. His family curricd on the business for 11 
short time and in 1906 its present occupant, Henry Zcllwcger, took 
possession. 

In 1870, Abram Terhune conducted a grocery and meat business at 
the corner of l\Iaple and Ridgewood Avenues. In 1874 he obtained 
a license and opened a hotel known as the Ridgewood Avenue House, 
which burned in 1876. It was re-built at once and continued as an 
inn and tavern until its present proprietor, Harry Rouclerc, took pos
session in 1893. He remodelled und refurnished it, added two stories, 
put in baths, toilets, and all improvements, changed the name to the 
nouclere House am! it soon became the best known hotel in Northern 
,Jersey. It was a mecca for ull bicycle parties and as the whcclmen 
at that time were numerous, the reputation of the house grew rapidly 
and as many as 400 dinners were often served in a day. 

l\Ir. Rouclcre, tiring of the hotel business, leased the house to l\Ir. 
Zcllwcger and returned to the theatrical business. Later he again leased 
it to Bmil Meyers and ut the expiration of the latter's term, returned 
and once more remodelled and refurnished the entire place, adding 11ev
eral private baths, a new grill, and a separate dining-room, which at 
the present time can scat more thun 100 diners. 

About 1891, H. A. Herbert erected a building on ~laple und Spring 
Avenues culled the Herbert House und ran it for several years. It 
was afterward leased to l\Iillc1· & l\lycrs and later to S. J. 'rapping. 
Subsequently it was taken over by Van Nortwick & Gillfillen and the 
name was changed to the Village Inn. It is still unde1· this pro
prietorship. 
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The first license grunted in Ridgewood wus isHucd to Casper Van 
Dien und Albert S. Hopper, who hud u grorery Htorc on the site of the 
present Hutton building, and conducted the liquol' huHincss in a small 
building in the rcat· of the Htore. 

PunLIC U-rtLrrms 

EXl'IU-:SS SERVICls 

W clT.~-F11ryo Colll]Jtl11!J 

About 1888 the WcIIH-Fargo ExprcsH Company succeeded in extend
ing itH Hcrvicc from Chicago to New York over the Eric Railroad. Pre
vious to that time nil express mutter entering Ridgewood wns curried 
by the United Stutm1 Express Compnn)·. 

Gradual improvements ha,·c been mndc, from time to time, and to
day Ridgewood is en.joying an efficient service with two deliveries daily 
covering the entire Village. 

GAS AND ELECTRIC SYSTRMS 

Gas 

'l'hc Ridgewood Gas Company was incorporated on April 24, 1900, 
the firHt directors being: D. W. La Fetru, William H. Boyce, J. W. Pear
sall, B. C. ,voostcr, 'rheodorc Vieto1·, .August P. Crouter, Lucius S. 
Willard, ll. S. Willard, l\I.D., .Arthur J. Hopper, Joseph P. Walker, 
S. W. N. Wulkc1•, W.W. Brcukcnridge, 11nd F. A. Mallalieu. 

Of these directors the first nine were residents of Ridgewood and 
they elected us the first officers of the company: 

l'rc,•idr11t ....• , .••........••..•.....••• D. W. LA 1:t."TBA, 
•"'frcrclury ............................• . ARTIIUR ,T. IIOPPl-:R, 
1'n•fls1trcr .. , .............•.• , ..• , ••.•.• AUGUST P. CROUTER. 

Soon after the company was incorporated, work was begun on the 
plant located on .Ackerman Avenue neat· the intersection of Doremus 
Avenue. Construction delays interfered with the completion of the 
plant until the following year, when it wus placed in service. 

During 1903 the Board of Directors re-organized. D. W. Lu Fetra 
remained us President for two or three yeurs longer, when he WIIS suc
ceeded by J. W. Peursull. Luter .A. C. Brooks served until the affairs 
of the company were taken ovct· by the Public Service Gus Company 
in July, 1910. 

The first price of gns us estubliHhed by the company in 1900 was 
$1.50 per 1,000 cubic feet. Prior to the taking over of the company by 
the Public Service Gus Company, the rate was reduced to $1.15 per 
1,000 cubic feet. Before this there wns a cooking rate of SO cents and 
11 consuming rate of $1.25. 

When the Public Service Gus Company assumed the affairs of the 
company, nil rates wc1·c changed to $1.15. In 1912 they were reduced 
to $1.10, and on l\foy 1, 1913, through 1111 order of the Public Utilities 
Commission of New Jersey, they were further reduced to 90 cents, which 
rate is still in effect. 
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In 1910 the Ridgewood Gus Company served 86-l: consumers, includ
ing 200 in Glen Rock and 70 in Ho-Ho-Kus. .At present the Ridgewood 
District of the Public Service Gus Company supplies 1,950 consumers. 

The original works of the Ridgewood Gus Company arc still in use 
us a storage plant of the Public Service Gus Compuny, the manufactur
ing of the product having been discontinued about 1907. Gus is now 
supplied from Paterson under high pressure, with high prcssmc mains 
encircling the Ridgewood District to maintain a proper pressure for 
all domestic purposes. 

Electricity 

Kerosene oil lumps for street lighting purposes were introduced by 
the individual property owners in the curly 70'11 und continued in use 
until the Ridgewood Blcctric Light & Powct· Company, through the 
efforts of E. ll. ,vatlington, begun supplying consumers between the 
months of October und December, 1893. The original officers of the 
company were:• 

President ......................•......•• r. F. CAIIRIOAN, 
Treasurer ...............•...•....•..... l',\UL WALTON, 
Secretary .............................. E. II. W ATLINOTOX. 

At the time the plunt wus constructed on the present site of the 
Public Service Company's station, a 40-kilowutt alternator for house 
lights and a 40-arc direct current generator for street lighting were 
installed. The street lighting system wus arranged on what wus known 
as the "moonlight schedule", while the current for house lighting wus 
started at 5 P.M., and discontinued at 1 .A.i\I. each duy. 

Originally a :flat rate of $5.00 per month wus charged for current 
with an additional charge of 40 cents for each electric bulb furnished. 
On account of increased business, meters were installed in 18!)-l:, at which 
time bills to consumers were rendered on the basis of one cent per 
burning hour for 15-cundlc powm· lumps, with a step rate discount. 

In 1897 arc lamps were supplied to commercial consumers at $5.00 
per month with u 5 per cent. discount. In 189!) the Gus & Electric 
Company of Bergen County loused the Uidgcwood Electric Light & 
Power Company, und chungcd the rate to 25 cents pct· 1,000 wutts, 
supplying an ull-night service. The street arc lights were chungcd to 
32-candle power lumps and u scale of discounts fot· prompt payments 
was made as follows: 20 pct· cent. on bills up to $10.00, 25 per cent. on 
bills from $10.00 to $20.00, 30 per cent. on bills from $20.00 to $30.00, 
35 per cent. on bills from $30.00 to $-l0.00, and 40 per cent. on bills of 
$40.00 and over. In 1900 the rates were changed to 20 cents per kilo
watt with a discount of 15 per cent. 'l'his rate prevailed until Ap1il, 
1906, when it was changed to 15 cents straight. 

The Public Service mcctric Compuny assumed the affairs of the 
Bergen County Electric Light & Power Company during April, 1905, 
and continued their lease of the Ridgewood Electric Light & Power 
Company plant. 

In January, 1908, the rate was changed to 12 cents and in January, 
1910, to 10 cents, which rate now prevails without discounts for light-
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ing rates but with a sliding scale for consumption of over 50 kilowatt 
hours, as per the existing contract. 

During the year 1910 the old plant of the Ridgewood Electric Light 
& Power Company was taken down and on its site a modern and up
to-date sub-station was erected by the Public Service Electric Company. 
This sub-station contains motor volt regulators and is connected with 
the company's central stations at Newark, Paterson, and Marion, which 
arc of sufficient capacity to carry whatever load the business may place 
upon them, thus assuring the consumers of Ridgewood a continuous 
service. 

The Public Service Gas Company and the Public Service Electric 
Company also have a commercial office on Prospect Street where busi
ness matters between the companies and their consumers are conducted. 
Herc demonstrations of the practical uses of their products arc main
tained and arrangements may be made at any time to visit and inspect 
the equipment used by the companies in rendering their service to 
the public. 

THE POST OFFICE 

When a post office was first established in this vicinity it was nat
urally near the business center, then the manufacturing establishments 
in the Midland Park section of Godwinvillc. For a long time the mail 
was thrown off at Ho-Ho-Kus and carried on horseback to the post 
office. l11 1859, however, a depot was erected near where the present 
depot stands and the mail for Godwinvillc was thrown off here. With 
the coming of numerous New York families to Ridgewood in 1860 and 
succeeding years, it was found that the location of the post office was 
inconvenient and an effort was made to secure one more satisfactory. 
After a number of months of strenuous labor, the postal authorities 
consented to the establishment of the Ridgewood post office. This was 
in 1865 and the mail was marked "Ridgewood" although the railroad 
compony did not consent to the change in name from Godwinville 
until 1866. 

The most persistent workers for the post office were E. A. \Valtoh 
and Benjamin F. Robinson, and when the post office was established, 
Mr. Robinson was asked to net as postmaster. He accepted the position 
but proved to be ineligible as he held a position in the Internal Revenue 
Service and the federal law would not permit him to hold both offices. 
He resigned the postmastcrship and Garret G. Van Dien, who kept a 
general store on the site where the S. S. \Valstrum-Gordon & Forman 
real estate office is located in the Wilsey Building, was appointed to 
succeed him. Mr. Van Dien continued in the office until his death on 
November 1, 1884. His widow then became postmistress and held office 
until succeeded by John F. Cruse, in the following year. 

The office was removed by Mr. Cruse to the store now occupied by 
Mr. Adam. After Mr. Cruse had held office for four years, Mr. Adolph 
Huttcmycr was appointed. At that time l\Ir. Huttemyer was running a 
coal yard which was removed to make way for the Plaza. Mr. Huttemyer 
removed the office to his coal office. He served for four years when Mr. 
Cruse was again appointed and moved the office to its former location. 
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Mr. Cruse was succeeded in November, 1897, by Roger l\I. Bridgman, who 
removed the office to the comer of Ridgewood .Avenue and Chestnut 
Street. After the First National Bunk was built, the pmit office was again 
removed across the street. These quarters soon became too small and in 
1912 the office was removed to its present location on Prospect Street 
adjoining the First National Bunk Building. 

The post office at first was a small affair, the work being done by 
the postmustc1·, with the occasional help of un assistant. The nearest 
money-order office was at Paterson. The lmrd times of the years 1873 
to 1878 interfered materially with the growth of the town und the de
velopment of its postal facilities. The first domestic money-order was 
issued from the Ridgewood office on August 1, 1889, and the money
order business grew slowly. The office frequently docs more business 
in one duy now than it did in months after its introduction. The office 
was designated us un international money-order office in 1900. In 1901 
two 111rul carriers were appointed and in 1903 three carriers were ap
pointed to serve the Village. This force was increased from time to 
time until now there are eight regular carriers, two of whom were 
added since Dr. Geo. l\I. Ockford, the present postmaster, succeeded 
Mr. Bridgman on April 1, 1914. In 1911 the.office was designated to 
receive postal savings. The parcel post system was installed in 1913 
and made necessary the cmployrnc:nt of additional help. This work is 
now done by auxiliary carriers. They carry parcel post and cover the 
routes of absent carriers. The business of the post office has kept pace 
with the growth of Ridgewood and the force to-day comprises 22 per
sons. The quantity of parcel post continually increases and the office 
is in a flourishing condition. 

THE ERIE RAILROAD 

The story of the Eric Railroad, now operating through Ridgewood, 
starts indirectly with the wur of the Revolution. 

In 1779 American troops, under Generals Clinton and Sullivan, in
vaded the country of the confederated Indian tribes of New York State. 
This invasion, provoked by the Wyoming l\Iussucre of the previous year, 
led the troops through the valleys of the Susquehanna und Chemung. 
This region was then unbl'Oken wildcmess, but General Clinton realized 
the importance of the valleys to the development of New York State 
and the influence they were to exert on the westward spread of civil
ization. He conceived the idea of connecting the seaboard with the 
Great Lakes by a thoroughfare which should puss through the southerly 
tier of New York counties, and among the curliest petitions to the 
newly organized Federal Congress was that of Generals Clinton and 
Sullivan for authority and an appropriation to construct u road to be 
known as the "Appian ·way", from the Hudson River through the 
valleys of the Delaware, the Susquehanna, and the Alleghany, to Lake 
Erie. No such appropriation was made by Congress but Clinton 
throughout his life continued to advocate the project and after his 
death his son, DeWitt Clinton, kept up the agitation for this thorough
fare, although along different lines. When he came into power the 
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northern and central tic1-s of New York counties had gained predomi
nance, commercially and politically, and in 1817 DeWitt Clinton, as 
Governor, brought before the Legislature u plan to construct n canal 
from Lake Eric to the Hudson River. This canal. was completed and 
opened in 1825 and is known us the Eric Canal. 

DeWitt Clinton had not, l1owcvcr, abandoned faith in his father's 
project, nor the interests of the southern tier, and during the year 
prior to the opening of the canal, he brought before the Legislature 
the subject of n state road through the Dcluwnrc,·.:Susquchnnnn and 
Alleghany valleys. A survey was authorized and nindc, but the route 
was so influenced by political considerations that the project came to 
nothing. ,:'.. 

Five years before DeWitt Clinton's advocacy of the Eric Canal, 
Colonel John i\l. Stevens of New Jersey offered to undertake the build
ing of n steam milwuy in pince of the proposed Eric Canal, but his 
offer was rejected with ridicule. A project for a canal through the 
southern tier was taken under consideration after the abandonment of 
the highway plan, but this, in turn, was abandon.cd upon an adverse 
report of Benjamin Wright, the engineer of the Eric Canal, who hinted 
in the same report at the pructicability of u railroad. 

In 1829 William G. Redfield, of New York City, issued n pamphlet 
entitled "A Sketch of the Geographical Route of n Greut Railway, 
by which it is proposed to connect the ennuis und navigable waters of 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indianu, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, 
und the udjuccnt Statm1 nnd Territories", commencing at the Hudson 
River near New York City aml ending nt Lake Eric. His pamphlet 
found wide circulation nnd in 1831 the National Government author
ized Colonel Dc,Vitt Clinton, u son of the now dccenscd Governor and 
u member of the United Stutes Army Engineer Corps, to mukc u rccon
nuissuncc of the route. This rcconnuissnncc showed the project to be 
practicable. It is rcnrnrkublc that, upon the report of a grandson of 
General Clinton, 11 railwuy wns projected and ultimntcly built nlong 
the "Appian ,vuy"; for, pursuant tu II resolution of a convention of 
the southern tier counties, held in Owego in 1831, u l'hnrtcr wns grunted 
by the Legislature in 1832 for the construction of n railroad between 
Luke Eric and the Hudson River. After vnrious vicissitudes, politil'al 
and finnneial, this railway wns constructed between Dunkirk and Luke 
Bric and Piermont on the Hudson River. A portion between Piermont 
uml Goshen was completed in 1841. The whole road was completed 
and opened for traffic in 1851, nnd the opening was n National cere
monial. It wus attended by President Fillmore, Daniel Webster, Scc•
rctury of State; John J. Crittenden, Attorney General;· W. C. Grahnm, 
Sccrctnry of the Nuvy; W. K. Hull, Postmaster General; the Governor 
und Lieutenant Governor of New York State, and many other promi
nent men, nil of whom tmvcrscd the entire length of the railroad on 
the initial trip, traveling from New York City to Piermont by boat 
for the start. 

The nearest station on this railroad to Godwinvillc, now Ridgewood, 
was Suffern, but, as the natural terminus for u railroad was opposite 
New York City, and the natural r6ut'c'Jhy through'thc Paramus Valley 
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to Paterson and thence to Jersey City, tl1crc was no question but that 
Ridgewood would ultimately be on the Eric map. There were men 
in New Jersey who held this belief and who were far-seeing enough to 
obtain charters for two railroads; one, the Ramapo and Paterson Rail
road from Paterson to the State line at Suffern; the other, the Paterson 
nnd Hudson River Railroad from Jersey City to Paterson. The latter 
wns built and opened in 1836. The former was not built until it be
came evident that the .New York nnd Eric Railroad (now Eric) was 
to be completed. The Ramapo and Paterson Railroad was built nnd 
put in operation in 1848 as a single track road. Its terminus was onl~· 
a short distance from the New York and Eric Railroad at Suffern. 
The charter of the New York and Eric Railroad did not permit it to 
connect with a railroad running into any other State, and for more 
than a year it ignored the existence of the New Jersey lines. It could 
not prevent its passengers, however, from dctrnining at Suffern and 
taking the sl10rter route to New York City, but it could and did dis
criminate against the New Jersey route by making the fare to and from 
Suffern the same as the fare to and from New York. Even after the 
passage of a bill by the New York Lcgislatmc requiring all railroads 
to provide proper facilities for connecting railroads, this discrimina
tion continued. Under the new law the Union Railroad Company was 
formed and n railroad was built from the Eric Station at Suffern to 
the terminus of the Ramapo and Paterson. The New York and Eric 
increased the speed of its trains and bouts in the hope of <'Ompcting 
with tl1is new connection, but ultimately gave in and in 1851 lensed 
each of the Jersey companies during the continuance of their charters. 
Rockland County interests in New York State fought against this diver
sion of traffic from Piermont but were not successful. 

The terminus of the Paterson and Hudson River Rnilrond in ,Jersey 
City was just north of the present Pennsylvania Station, the route to 
the terminus being along the westerly side of the Palisades anrl through 
the Pcnrn1ylvnnin Railroad cut into the city. Not until 1862 <lirl it run 
through the tunnel to the present Eric Terminus in ,Jersey City. 

Between the opening of the Paterson and Hudson Railroad in 1836 
and the Ramapo and Paterson Railroad in 1848, the residents of Ridge
wood nnd vicinity, when traveling to New York City, generally drove 
to Paterson and took a train from the terminus of the Paterson and 
Hudson River Railroad, tl1cn located at the corner of Grund and lfoin 
Streets. The locomotives during the curly clays were not allowed within 
the city limits and the trains were taken out to the city line by l10rsm1. 

The second track through Ridgewood was laid in 1865 and the third 
and fourth tracks in 1902 and 1!)03. 

With the opening of the Paterson and Ramapo Railroad, two 11top
ping places were cstablisl1cd in the vicinity of Ridgewood, one at Ho
llo-Kus and the other at Rock Road ( Glen Rock). These were not 
convenient, however, to the people of the vicinity, including their Para
mus and Godwinvillc neighbors, und soon after the trains began stopping 
at the Godwinville road crossing. 'l'hc Htation wus called Godwinvillc 
after the nearest hamlet. Cornelius Shuart was appointed station agent 
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and served for a number of years. The present agent is Charles F. 
Bechtlofft, who has served since l\Iurch 11, 18!16. 

The first accommodation for the passengers at the new station was 
an old car from the Paterson and Hudson Rivet· Railroad, with scats 
cross-wise like a Concord conch und with doors on the side. 

Later the property south of Ridgewood .A venue came into the pos
session of Cornelius Mabey, who built a house in the rear of where the 
Hutton Building now stands. For a number of ycnrs one room of this 
house was used as a waiting-room by the putrons of the railroad, a few 
household chairs being used as scutH. In 185!1, however, these primitive 
nccommodutions were 11b1111doncd for a stntion built by the residents. 

In 1866 there were three stopping plnccs in this vicinity, Ho-Ho-Kus, 
Godwinvillc (Ridgewood) nnd Rock Hond. 'l'hc stntion at Rock Road 
was a two-story building, the upper story being occupied ns II residence 
by the station agent, nnd was locnted on the north side of Rock Road 
adjoining the trucks. The road at thi11 time und for mnny years after
wards was a broad gauge railroad. 'l'hc curs were lighted by candles 
nnd the conductors carried lnnterns at night to ennblc them to sec the 
tickets. Occasionnlly eonunutcrs who rode with n conductor with wl10m 
they were cspccinlly plcnscd, would contribute to a fund to purchase 
a silver-plntcd lantern which would be presented to the popular official 
with impressive ceremony. Commuters were few in number and the 
train service was very limited. 

About 1868 the fir11t tmin for New York wns at 6 :39 .A.M., the 
second at 7 :3!1, the third at about 8 :12 and the fourth at !l o'clock. 
If a person did not tnke the !l o'clock trnin it wns necessary to wait 
until three o'clock, except in summer wl1cn there wns a trnin nt 11 A.l\I. 
Commutation tickets were sold only in New Yot-k. There were no block 
signals and no nir hrakcs. \Vhcn uppronching a station, the engineer 
blew two wl1istlcs and the brakeman went to the platform and applied 
the brakes by hand. Richard W. Hawes eomnmted on the Eric Railroad 
since he entered its service on l\Iuy 1, 1870, until he retired from busi
ness on January 1, 1!111, with only three intervals of three winter 
months cacl1 while in the \Vest and in New York City. C. M. Keyser 
has also been a continuous conunutcr since 1880, wl1ilc P. \V. Van Dien, 
who died in 1916, commuted Hince 1878, with tlic exception of two years. 

'!'here has existed between the offieials of the Eric Railroad and the 
Village of Ridgewood during the lnst twenty years an almost continual 
agitation over crossing eliminations. Various schemes were presented 
nnd discussed at different times fot· tlic elimination of the crossings at 
Godwin and Ridgewood A venues, bnt the question of contingent dam
ages and the unsightliness of the proposed climinatlons have always 
defeated the plans. 

In 1!103 an undcrcrossing at East Franklin A Ycnuc along tl1e lines 
of, hut less elaborate than, tl1c existing undercrossing was proposed 
hut met with no favor. In 1!109 an elimination at Ridgewood nnd 
Godwin Avenues was formally agreed to by the railroad company but 
no time was set. As the elimination was merely part of a general scheme 
for a low grade freight line from the Jersey Meadows to Suffern, wl1ich 
involved an immense expenditure 11ml would elevate the tracks through 
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Ridgewood, it was never carried out. In l!l15, however, as the result 
of negotiations between Village Commissioners D. A. Garber, G. U. 
Wl1ite, Frederick Pfeiffer and F. D. Unclcrwond, President of the Eric 
Railroad, and G. N. Orcutt, his assistant, and in accordance with a 
verbal understanding between the Village officials and Mr. Underwood, 
during a luncheon given by i\Ir. Orcutt at the Uiclgcwood Country Club, 
that the Village would bear one-half of the cost, a contract was entered 
into coycring the elimination of tl1c F1•anklin, Godwin and Riclgcwoocl 
Avenues grade crossings and the construction of the present undcrcross
ings, a new station and tl1e plaza. The improvements were designed by 
W. W. Drinker, Principal Assistant Bnginccr of the Eric Railroad 
Company, and Frank A. I-Ioward, its Bngincer of Bridges. and Build
ings, both residents of Ridgewood. The work under their plans, as 
approved by the Village Commissioners, has l1cc11 done 1Vit.hout any 
material variations altl10ugh the total estimated cost of $160,000 will 
probably be exceeded by $20,000 on account of the increased cost of 
labor ancl material not embraced in main contracts. 

In addition to its proportion of tl1e cost, tl1c Eric Railroad has clcdi
catccl to the Village of Ridgewood, for street and park purposes, 101,500 
square feet of land west of the tracks and north of "\Vest Franklin 
Avenue, and 8,640 sriuare feet west of tl1c tracks and south of "\Vest 
Franklin Avenue. The total cost of this land was $43,52!l. The Rail
road Company reserved the rigl1t, however, to lay two additional tracks 
on the westerly side of the present tracks in case traffic should ever 
demand it. 

The following is of interest in connection with the improvements: 

Work stnrted Au;.•usb, 1!115. 
Undcrcrossing opened September I, !Olll. 
Stntion opened September 23, 1010. 
Pcdestrinn sul,wny opened November 28, l!JHl. 
ERrth Excl\vRtign, 511.333 cubic ynrds. 
C'oncrctc curb, 0.2H lincnl feet. 
Concrete suh-bnsc for pn,·ement, 17,550 squnrc ynrds. 
C'ntch bnsins, 22. 
Mnn-holes, 8. 
Vitrified tile ,lrnin. :J.07:J litll'l\l !Pet. 
Concrete ~iclfl\\'nlk. l!>.2·13 !-il(Unre frt't. 
Po.\'ing brick, l; ,nao Rf)ttttrt~ ynnl~. 

Ridgewood is the western terminus of the Bergen County Railroad, 
acquired by the Eric in 1881, which lea\'Cs the main line at Rutherford, 
and avoiding tl1c cities of Pas1mic and Paterson, materially shortens the 
distance. 

The chief advantage to Ridgewood is tlmt it gives four tracks to 
Jersey City and betters the train service materially, express trains 
making the trip in thirty-four minutes. 'rhe schedule time of trains 
over the Main Linc of the Eric between Ridgewood and Jersey City 
is from forty to fifty minutes. 

In addition to the Ridgewood Station, the Ho-Ho-Kus Station on 
the Main Linc of the Eric, two stations in Glen Rock, one on the Bergen 
County Branch and the other on the Main Linc of tlrn Erie; together 
with the Midland Park Station of the New York, Susquehanna & Wcst-
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cm Railroad furnishes C\'Cry section of the Village with frequent and 
convenient train service. 

RAPID 'l'RANSlT 

Public Sci·vicc Railway Company 

About 1899, an effort was made to secure a trolley franchise between 
Ridgewood and Paterson. A citizen of this community, Preston Steven
son, organized the Paterson & State Linc Traction Company, securing 
a number of right-of-way concessions wl1ich eventually became the prop
erty of the Public Service Railway. ,vork was finally commenced on 
the line under a franchise granted by the Village Commissioners on 
January 24, 1!)14, and dming the same year cars entered Ridgewood, 
the terminus being in the 1·ear of the Osman Building, comer of Frank
lin Avenue and Wilsey Square. 

Nol'th Jcl'scy Rapid Transit Company 

First surveys were made in l!JOS and l!JO!), and in 1!)10 the first 
cur ran from its terminus opposite the grounds of tl1c North Jersey 
Country Club to Ho-Ho-Kus. The line w:is completed through to Suf
fern in 1911 and is now operated as an interurban road under a steam 
charter, by George Jackson, Jr., General l\Ianagcr. The principal station 
in Ridgewood is at the East Ridgewood Avenue crossing. 

HACK AND DUS SERVICE 

Besides the two trolley systems which serve the people more in 
reaching neighboring communities tlmn in their local needs, there arc 
a number of automohilc hacks which render day and night service, 
under p01•mits granted by the Village Commissioners. In addition to 
this service and also under permits issued by the Village Commission
ers, three automobile bus lines furnish day scr\'ice to the residents, one 
on the cast side, the Ridgewood Motor Bus, established in l!J14, and two 
on the west side, Tcrhunc's Yellow Bus and Jackson's Bus, established 
during 1916. 

TELEPJION!i AND 'l'ELEGltAPII I••ACILI'l'U:S 

Telephone 

'l'hc history of the telephone in Ridgewood is very similar to the 
history of the telephone anywhere, or, for thnt mutter, the history of 
any new invention. It has received muny hard knocks, some of which 
have very nearly terminated its career, but these have been counter
balanced by the appreciation of men who were able to look ahead and 
foretell the ultimate usefulness of the telephone and the natural realiza
tion by the public of the value of the instrument. 

Nearly 2,400 telephones arc now connected with tl1c Ridgewood Cen
tral Office of the New York Telephone Company. Of these 1,800 arc 
in Ridgewood proper, while the remaining 600 arc in the various munic
ipalities immediately adjacent. The outside local wire plant consists 
of 7,196.33 miles of wire in cable ancl 453.27 miles of bare wire. There 

115 



RID G E ll' 0 0 D, JJ ER G EN C O UN TY, NE lV JERSEY 

arc also 20!!.55 miles of bare wire used for trunk lines. This large plant 
satisfies all demands of the people of Ridgewood in the quick, efficient, 
pclitc manner for which the Telephone Company is noted. The sixteen 
operators answer and connect about !l,500 local culls daily and over 
1,800 calls arc made between Ridgewood and othc1· places each day. 

The first telephone exchange in this vicinity wus opened for business 
at Paterson on the aftcmoon of December 24, 187!), with eleven sub
scribers. In the 11pring of 1882 the Bric Railrmul opened the Bergen 
County short cut und simultaneously 11 line was extended from the 
Paterson switchboard to ,vortemlyke, branching ut ~lidland Park to 
connect Ridgewood. 'l'hci·e were two stations on this line, C. A. ,vort
cndyke's silk mill at ,vortcndykc, 1111,l the home of Garrett Van Dien, 
then Postmaster of Ridgewood. In the full of 1883 ~[r. Van Diem dis
continued his telephone fur the reason that 11 Paterson u11dcrtaker culled 
him each time 11 death occurred anywhere in the neighborhood. 

John F. Cruse came from Bath, Mc., tu Ridgewood in 1878 and Inter 
opened a g1;occry slorc at 252 ,vest Ridgewood Avenue, where F. H. 
Adam is now located. Mr. Cruse eamc to the rc11ruc and took over the 
lonely little tclcphonr which had been dropped hy ~Cr. Van Dien bceausc 
of his dislike of hndng sud news forced upon him. 

It was during the snrnmcr of 1884 that the Acme Band oi ,vorten
dykc gave 11 dcmonstrution by playing near the telephone at ,vortcndykc 
to 11 number of people who gathered at Cruse's store in Ridgewood and 
took turns listening over 1he telephone to the music nearly two miles 
away. '!'here is grave doubt in the minds of many whether the patient 
listeners heard the music over the telephone or whether the wind was 
especially favorable on that particular day. 

In 18!l4 the sceond telephone was installed for 1-1. A. Ti<'c in his drug 
store, at the northwest eorncr of Ridgewood Avenue and Chest:mt 
Street, wl1crc C. A.G. ,vclti's market now is. From that time on, much 
of the telephone history of Ridgewood has revolved about Mr. 'l'icc and 
his drug store. 

In the summer of 18!15 the sini,tlc telephone in 'l'icc's drug store wn11 
replaced by a 10-linc switchhuard connecting with fifteen telephones, 
and with one trunk line to Paterson. 'l'his switchboard then sened 
Allendale, ,valdwick and Ramsey, as well as the present Ridgewood 
Central Office Distri1•t which co111priscs the Village of Ridgewood, the 
Boroughs of l\lidl11111l Park, Glen Hock and Ho-I-Io-Ku11, and part of 
the townships of l~ranklin and Midland. Ser\"icc was rendered on this 
board from 7 :00 A.M. to 10 :00 P.JL 

By 18!!6 this cquip111cnt was tnxcd to its limit and hnd to be again 
replaced by u 100-line switchboard. 'rhc first operator was Miss I,. Van 
Emburgh. The first telephone directory covering telephones served by 
the Ridgewood Central Office was issued in September, 18!!7. The fol
lowing is a list of telephone numbers and subscribers at that time: 

Allcmlnle 4 f ........... Ackerman, R. V. (pny stn) 
Ridgewood IJ •.••••••••• Cnrrignn, .T. F. 
Ri<lgewoocl 11 ......... , . Chnplin, Duncnn D. 
Ridgewoncl i n ...•..... , . Cooper & Corsn 
Rhlgcwoml r, •••••...••. Cox, D. C. 
Ridgewood an ........... Cruse, .John F. (pny stn) 
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Ui,lgewoml 
Ridgewood 
TI?<lgewood 
J111)gewoml 
U!1lgcwo0tl 
Hu)gewornl 
ITohokus 
Wortendyke 
Rnmscys 
Uidgewoml 
llhlgewornl 
Wnldwiek 
lfalgewornl 
lli,lg,•wnrnl 
lti1lg-cwnocl 
1li1lgewoml 
Uiclgcwocnl 
llidi:ewnml 
11itlgcwoocl 

i f .•......... Dnley, Jnmca R 
(I ••••••••••• Gnriliner, Eilmmul Le n. 

12 h ...••...... ITnskins, n. T. 
1-1 h ........... Ilcngt!Vcld, Jacnhus 
:Ii ........... llolt Ih-os. & l'o. 
2 f •••••...••. lloppcr, ,John TI., Dr. 
4 n ........... l,ciscr, G. ,J. 11. ( pny atu) 

H n •...•...... :llllyhew, 1-". II. (pny sh<) 
4 i ..••....... :llolTntt, P. ll. (puy st,l) 

25 ........... N, Y. & N. ,l. 'fol. l'u,, I l'"Y •tn) 
3 f ........... Uekforil, George :II., :11.D. 
4 h ...•....... Ought on, Geo. ( pny sin.) 
:1 h •..••.•...• l'nst. ,John 11. 
2 h ........... llouclcrc llnusc ( IT. Terhune) 

2ii ....•...... Tice, ll. A. ( pny sin) 
i 1, ••••••••••• Yronm, \V. L .. :11.U. 
2 n •.......... \\'nil, Tsnnc )I. 
8 ........... \\"pst'rn Union T,•lt•~r·ph Co. 

12 n ...•....... ZnhriskiP, D:t\'iil D. 

On l\Iurch 21, l!l0O, l[r. '!'ice's building and the telephone switch
board were destroyed by fire, but on the following day, liarch 22nd, 
service was restored by a new switchboard placed in George \Vintcrs' 
stationery store, on the south side of Ridgewood Avenue near Prospect 
Street. .After about a year, the switchboard was moved back to the rear 
of the drug store in Tice's new building. 

On October 10, 1908, the present common battery switchboard was 
put into service. It is now located o,·c1· 'l'icc 's drug store on the third 
floor oi the building at the corner of Ridgewood .Avenue and Chestnut 
Street. 'l'hc steady increase in business hns necessitated the complete 
rebuilding of the outside distributing plant. In the curly days the 
telephone wires were curried singly upon cross-arms attached to poles . 
.As the munbcr of lines increased, the single wires an<l eross-arms have 
been replaced hy small aerial cables and in the business center of the 
town, undci·grouml subway cables have been constructed. 

'l'clcphone rates in Ridgewood have been rcduecd from time. to 
time for the past Hixtcen years. On January 1, l!J0O, there were two 
schedules n1iplying in RidgcwoOll; one a message rate schedule of $50 
n. year for un individual line, $40 a year for a two-11mty line, and $30 
n year for a three or more party line. 'J'hcsc mtes permitted n sub
scriber the use of 500 messages per n1111um and applied to both business 
and residence. An optional flat rnte was also in effect at this time of 
$100 a year fo1· individual line businl'ss service and $75 11 year for 
two party line business service. 'l'hc extension station in connection 
with service of this type was $30 11 yca1•. 'l'he optional flat rate for 
residence service was $75 for nn iudividual line antl $60 for n two
party line, with an extension station rate of $20. 

In November, l!JOI, the message i-ate service was eliminated and flat 
rates for business service were rcdur1Jd to $60, $48, and $36 for indi
vidual, two-party and four-party lines, respectively, while residence 
rates were reduced to $48, $36, and $24 a year for the same classes of 
service. 'l'he business extensio11 station mte was reduced from $30 to 
$20 per annum and the residence extension station mtc from $20 to 
$12 per annum. 
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In M:ay, 1904, the rates were again reduced by the introduction of 
business rates of $48, $39 and $30 for individual, two-party and four
party lines, respectively, and residence rates of $36 and $24 for indi
vidual and four-party lines, respectively. Other small reductions have 
been made from time to time until the present rates were made effective 
in 1910, which arc $48, $36 and $30 for business individual, two-party 
and four-party lines, respectively; and $36, $30 and $24 fo1• residence 
individual, two-party and four-party lines, 1·cspcctivcly. 

The private branch exchange rates have also been reduced in pro
portion. 

Telegraph 

Prior to 1864 only one telegraph wire was in operation over the 
Eric Railroad lines. While this was used by the railroad principally 
for operating purposes, commercial telegrams were accepted at their 
stations and delivered to the ,vcstcm Union Company in New York 
City if destined ttJ points not on the lines of the Eric Railroad. 

During 1864 the Wcstcm Union 'l'clegraph Company made arrange
ments with the Eric Railroad for the construction of a telegraph line 
along the railroad right-of-way with an exchange of tclcgmph traffic. 
The Eric Company's stations were connected with the ,vestern Union 
Company's wires at that time, the date of Ridgcwood 's first regular 
telegraph service. The first telcgmph operator was R. 'l'crhune, who 
also acted as agent fo1· the railroad and the telegmph company. Lew 
E. Weller of Otisville, N. Y., now holding a position in the Westem 
Union 'l'clcgraph Company's New York operating room, was also one 
of the early operators in Hidgcwood, serving in that capacity during 
1865. ::\Ir. Welle1· has the distinction of not only having been in con
tinuom1 service of the Western Union Telegraph Company fo1· the past 
47 years, but also of being the oldest living operator who has served 
the Eric Railroad. 

On September 28, 1913, the joint arrangement for the operation of 
their offices which had existed up to this time between the Erie Rail
road and the ,vcstem Union was discontinued and the latter, in con
junction with the New York Telephone Company, opened an office in 
the Wilsey Building for the handling of their commercial affairs. 

::\Ir. F. W. Milliken, who had been in charge of telegraph matters 
in Ridgewood for both the Eric Railroad and the Western Union Tele
graph Company since i\Iarch 11, 18!J6, was placed in charge of tl1c 
Telegraph Company's interests and is their present manager. On April 
27, l!J14, the joint commercial office of the Telephone and Telegraph 
Companies was discontinued and since then the telegraph office has been 
located in the Osman Building in Wilsey Square. 

WA'l'ER SUPPLY 

The Bergen Aqueduct Company 

Prior to l!J00, the Village of Ridgewood had no system of water 
supply either for domestic or municipal purposes. During that year 
the Bergen Aqueduct Company was organized by H. W. Corbin of 

118 



PAST AND PRESENT 

Jersey City and the company entered into a contract with the Village 
to construct und operate for a period of fifteen years a system of water 
works in the Village. A pumping station neat· the intersection of North 
l\Iaple and Harrison Avenues and a storage tank near the intersection 
of Sunset and Valley View Avenues were constructed and the company 
commenced supplying water to the Village about January 1, 1!101. The 
first standpipe wus placed in the vicinity of Sunset A venue and is still 
in service. 

In 1903 the coinpany ucquit-ed a franchise to extend its pipes from 
Ridgewood through Glen Rock and since then it bus fumishcd water 
to the two communities. 

1.'hc Bergen W atcr Company 

From 1!100 to l!JOS the .Aqueduct Company procmcd its supply of 
water from the wellt1 located on the llarrit1on .Avenue plant. During 
this period both Ridgewood and Glen Rock had rapidly increased in 
population and by l!JOS this t1upply was inadequate to the needs of 
these two communities. 

The Bergen \Vatc1· Company was therefore incorporated on August 
1!1, l!JOS, by the stockholders of the Aqueduct Company and constructed 
11 pumping station, two storage tanks, and a system of street muins in 
the Borough of l\lidland Park. The sale of wate1· started on August 
1, 190!1. 

1\t present the ,\qucduct Company owns all muins, valves and l1y
drants in Ridgewood aml Glen Rock, the pumping station, wells and 
land at Harrit1on .Avenue, and the storage tank and lund ut Sunset 
and Valley View ;\venues in Ridgewood. The \Vatcr Company owns 
the system of mains, valves and hydrants, pumping plant, wells, land 
and two storage tanks in l\Iidlmul Park. 

While the mains arc continuous between Ridgewood and l\Iidland 
Park, the ownership is determined by the dividing line between the 
towns. 

'l'hc Aqueduct Company, from the time it started until the com
mencement of opcrutions of the \Vater Company, pumped its own water 
by means of the Harrison ;\venue plunt, but ufte1· the \Vuter Company 
began operations, the pumping plunt at 1-Ial'l'ison A venue was shut down 
und held in reserve for use only in ease of breakdown at l\Iidland Park 
and during the midsummer months to carry the peak of the load. \Yater 
was then and is now purchased by the Bergen Aqueduct Company from 
the Bergen Water Company for distribution in Ridgewood and Glen 
Rock. . 

The Bergen \Yater Company also supplies its own consumers in 
Midland Park and since 1!11:..: has sold water to the Village of Ho-Ho
Kns by meter. 'J.'he pipe sys,em in Ho-Ho-Kus is owned by the Village, 
and water .rents are collected by the Village. 

The supply for Ho-Ho-Kus, when the Harrison Avenue plant is not 
running, passes through Ridgewood by way of Lake, Godwin, Franklin, 
Ridgewood and l\Iaple Avenues. 

The contract between the Bergen .Aqueduct Company and the village 
110 



RIDGEWOOD, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

of Ridgewood having expired by limitation on January 1, 1916, and 
the water supply, plants and mains owned and controlled by the Bergen 
Aqueduct Company and the Bergen Water Company being insufficient 
to meet the future needs of the communities served by these companies, 
the question of whether the Village of Ridgewood shall acquire the 
properties of the two ·companies, or cntc1· into a contract with a new 
company to be incorporated fo1· the purpose of taking ovc1· the prop
erties with the development, in either case, of a new supply of water, 
is now receiving the attention of the Commissioners and citizens of 
the Village. 
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CHAPTER VII 

RESIDENCES-PRI~SENT, EARLY, · HISTORICAL-AND 
CiJ.mIUNITY CENTERS 

RESIDENCES-l'RESENT, EARLY AND IIISTORICAL 

The 1/omcs of Ridgewood 

ALL of the traditions of Ridgewood und the cffot·ts of its people 
combine to make it a residential community or home town. ,vhilc 

it is impossible to describe in a book of this kind the various types 
of modem houses to be found within the boundaries of Ridgewood, it 
may be stated bl'icfly that, with the exception of a few within the busi
ness section of the Village, ull dwellings arc detached and most arc 
surrounded by ample and well-kept lawns, with space fot· gardens or 
fruit und shade trees. 

As will be seen in the foregoing pages, dming the 50 years of its 
existence, us Ridgewood, the community has developed from an agri
cultural section into a modem residential village. .As in other localities 
in Bergen County, the coming of the new type of dwelling has, in the 
natural course 'of things, brought about the gradual elimination of the 
houses of the curly settlers, and these deserve gl'cater consideration than 
has been given in the following gcnc1·al dcsc1·iption of those in Ridge
wood and its vicinity. 

E11rly Dutch Homes 

Bergen County having been settled principally by the Dutch, such 
of the curly homes as remain today show a distinctive style of archi
tecture that was the result of a slow local development, unmodified by 
outside influences until after the Revolution, which, so to speak, made 
the colonies more aware of each other's presence. 

Prior to that time, the Dutch settlers held slight communion with 
their English neighbors and were possessed of a marked individuality. 
This is responsible for their type of home, now generally referred to 
as Dutch Colonial. 'J.'hc first houses were primitive one or two-room 
cottages with rough stone walls and thatched, flat gable roofs without 
the overhanging caves so noticeable lutct· on. Very few houses of this 
type remain today. 

These simple cottages continued to be built for some time, always 
more carefully and with better workmanship, the stone laid in courses 
and. roughly faced. The stone, culled sandstone, is a local stone, found 
on almost any site, ranging from light or dark tun to light brick color 
and of a great variety of texture. 

As time went on the stonework was more carefully cut, until the 
19th Century, when the precise jointing and smooth-tooled finish on the 
front was developed. 

'J.'he walls were laid in a binding material of ordinary clay from the 
fields, mixed with straw, and this, while keeping out moisture, was 
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easily washed out of the stone on the outside of the walls by rain. It 
was to prevent this that the houses were later built with wide eaves 
overhanging the walls three feet or more. 

The end walls were not so easily taken co.re of and were not, there
fore, carried up to the peak of the gable. 'l'hc space between was 
framed in wood covered with shingles and sometimes with clapboard, 
which left only a short space of stone wall requiring oecnsionnl rcpah·. 

Once the overhung was adopted, the projecting portion was curved 
outward to keep the roofs from coming too close ovc1• the windows, 
to avoid the clumsy, top-heavy uppenrnnee and, possibly, to cast the 
ruin-water further out from the walls. 

·when tlic original cottage became too small for its owners, u lurgc1· 
house was built ugaiust one end and this became the main portion of 
the house, the origiual building beiug used us u kitchen wing. Frc
qucutly u second wiug, more 01· less like the first, was added on the othc1· 
end of the building to accommodutc u mar1·icd son, who used the living 
quarters of the ·main homm with the rest of the family. 

Thus the symmetrical house plnn of center· and flunking wings was 
not at ull u formal con~cption cu1·ricd out at one time, as we build houses 
today, but simply the result of natural growth in the prosperity and 
necessities of the family. 'fhis gradual evolution developed a type of 
house that is distinctive of Bergen County. Generally speaking it may 
be described us a low stone dwelling, usually with one wing and some
times two, n "Dutch" door in the middle with u fanlight above, two 
windows at each side, bare of columus or any other architectural orna
mentation, a simple platform with plain side railings in front of the 
door, the walls currying low unbroken, gambrcl roofs with caves curving 
out three feet more or less, the whole giving an impression of strength, 
austerity, harmouy, and comfort. 'l'he wings were lower and coverccl 
with a plain low gable, usually with the curving overhung, while the 
chimneys were large and usually of brick brought from Holland or 
Barbadoes. 

While tl1e most important remaining groups of these Dutch houses 
arc to be found in u district beginning about fifteen miles northwest 
of lower New York in Bergen County and stretching north along the 
valley of the winding Hackensack Hiver from the Lown of Hackensack 
to the New York State Liue, in Ridgewood and vicinity, u number still 
remain us follows: 

Ackc1·mcm-V11n E111b1wgh llou.~c 

Situated at the head of Paramus Road just us it turns to cross the 
Saddle River is the old Ackerman Ilomestead. It was built by n mem
ber of that family in 1750 and came into the possession of the Van 
Emburgh family from the Ackerman Estate in 1800. 

It is commonly known us the home of Jacob Van Emburgh and at 
present is occupied by Hervey 'l'erlmnc. 

Ackci-man-N augle II 01iso 

The first house north of the Ackerman-Van Emburgh House, and 
standing on tlic East Saddle River Road with its end towards the south, 
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and at the Junction of Paramus Road, was built by Abram Ackerman 
in 1760. 

It has generally been known as the l1ome of John Naugle and for 
a number of years, until his recent death, was occupied by Jacob Ferdon. 

Van Dien Home 

A few yards beyond the Saddle River boundary line of Ridgewood 
and on the west side of Paramus Road, just below the Blauvelt home,i 
is the old home of the Van Dien family. Built in 1800 by Herman Van 
Dien, the house faces cast with one wing on the south end. 

It is now owned by l\liss Aletta Van Dien, daughter of John H. Van 
Dien, and is occupied by Elmo Paxton. 

Ackerman H ottsfJ 

At the junction of Ackerman and Doremus Avenues is another old: 
Ackerman homestead now occupied by Garret G. Ackerman. The 
stone part of this was built by his great grandfather, David Ackerman,· 
over 175 years ago. It now has a wooden wing on the south side. 

Zab1·iskie-W cssclls-Board II ottse 

On the east side of Paramus Road, just below the junction of Ho
Ho-Kus Brook and the Saddle River, in Midland Township, but within. 
fifteen hundred feet of the Ridgewood Linc, stands the old Zabriskie 
House, now owned and occupied by Frederick Z. Board. 

The house was constructed in 1790 by Andreas Zabriskie. Stand
ing at right angles to the road, the end of the nearest wing with itA 
little oval windows set diagonally in the gable and in perfect detail, 
attracts immediate attention. 'l'hc remaining portion of the structure 
has been added to, but in such a way as to leave the picturesque effect 
unharmed. 

A great lawn with beautiful trees and shrubbery stretches away 
from the rear of the house, and in front, across the drive-way, is the last 
of the old Colonial gardens, cm•cfully laid out with paths and hedges. 
Nearby is an old barn originally constructed in 1775 and remodelled 
in 1823 and 1892, whose beams show the marks of British bullets fired 
during the Revolution . 

. The house has often been described in periodicals dealing with ar
chi~ectural matters and is referred to as one of the most delightful of 
the ·old places, both for its structural beauty and its splendid location, 
to be found throughout this ancient countryside. 

!~~t Dien-Van De Beek-Hopper Homes 
The foregoing houses, together with the Van Dien home on Grove 

Street, the Van De Beck house at the junction of Maple Avenue and. 
Prospect Street, the old Hopper home on Prospect Street, now owned 
by Mrs. T. A. Strange and built in 1810 by Garret Hopper, and the 
stone portion of the building now used by Dr. W. L. Vroom on West 
Ridgewood Avenue, which was built by Peter J. Hopper, the father 
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of Albert P. Hopper, about 1830, arc practically all of the old stone 
houses of the former inlmbitants which now remain, their places having 
been taken by the modern houses of today. 

While no longer in existence, the following stone houses were all 
excellent examples of the period: 

Aycrigg H ousc 

Located on the cast side of the Paramus Road about onc-lmlf mile 
below Grove Street, this house was built about 1730 and destroyed by 
fire on July 4, 1809. The house £need south with a wing on each end 
and with white-washed walls. In 1700 it was owned by John Zabri11kic 
nnd later passed into the Bogc1·t 1111d then the Aycrigg fnmilics. 

On the west side of the Rond stands the old family burial vault 
built in 1786. 

Z abriskic-Van Dien H 01tse 

About one thommnd feet not·th of the Aycrigg House stood the house 
occupied by John 1111d Leah Zabriskie, which wns built in 1790 mul later 
passed into the Van Dien family. 

Zabri.~kic llo1tsc 

Built by Christina Znbriskic in 1728, this house wns demolished in 
1700 by Andreas Znbriskic, who at thnt time built the present residence 
of F. Z. Board on the Pammus Rond, a few yards in front of its site. 

HOUSES 01' IIISTOIUCAL INTEREST 

The houses described in the preceding pngcs might well have been 
included under this caption, us they arc not unly sm·rounded by the 
trnditions of the fmnilics which Ol'cupicd them, but, us mnny of them 
existed during the stirring times of our country's infnncy, they were, 
without doubt, often visited by both the Amc1·ic11n nnd British troops. 

Wnshington nnd his generals, it is known, visited this section during 
the Rcvolutionnry Wnr and, judging f1·om hi~ orders nnd correspond
ence dntcd at Pnramus, must hnvc used one of t!JC old houses in the 
vicinity as his headqunrters. Some writers state that this was probably 
the place then called the Hopper Tnvcrn, now known as the Brninar<l 
Tolles residence, in Ho-Ho-Kus, but this has never been established 
us II fact. 

In the vicinity of Ridgewood, however, arc two old landmarks which 
sheltered those around whom, in one cnsc, a glowjng ancl rom1111tic 
picture might be painted, while the otl1cr still remains a fond sentiment 
in the hearts of friends and admirers. They may not fall strictly within 
the scope of this book, but their historic value is as keen to the residents 
of Ridgewood as it is to those of their community. 

The Hermitage 

On the west side of Franklin Turnpike, 11 short distnnce above the 
Ho-Ho-Kus Station, still stand11 "The Hermitage", the home of the 
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widow of Colonel Provost and the scene of her courtship by the dashing 
Aaron Burr previous to their marriage. 'l'hc house, quaint in appear
ance and surrounded by wonderful trees, was rebuilt in 1812. It has 
long been occupied by the Rosencrantz family and is an excellent speci
men of Colonial architecture. 

Jefferson Ho11,sc 

About one mile above the old Paramus Church on the west side of 
the East Saddle River Road, in Orvill Township, but witl1in a few rods 
of the Ridgewood line, is the old Van Emburgh Homestead, which was 
later the summer home of.the late Joseph Jefferson, of Rip Van Winkle 
fame. 

Herc the old comedian rested from the exacting labors of his pro
fession und here it wus his plcmmrc to extend to loving friends a hos
pitality that hus become proverbial. 

COMllUNITY CENTERS 

One of the greatest factors in the development of Ridgewood is the 
interest manifested by the citizens in all matters relating to the social, 
recreational, educational and civic life of the community. The oppor
tunities afforded by the churches and their various organizations, by 
clubs and other societies, arc extensively utilized as a medium of social 
and civic intercourse in accordance with thc preferences of those inter
ested. Almost all of these have their particular places for holding 
meetings and their activities arc described elsewhere in this book. The 
following serve the people as central gathering places for the discussing 
of civic and community matters as well as fot· the pmposc of social 
and recreational affairs. 

Pcarsall's Grove 

On the north side of East Ridgewood A venue, between the Ho-Ho
Kus Brook and North Maple Avenue, stands a charming grove of nat
ural growth forest trees which follow an uprh1ing of the land from the 
street level to the summit of a ridge from which there is an excellent 
view, the whole being admirably adapted to open air gatherings. In 
former days this was known as Dayton's Grove and through tl1e com•
tesy of James W. Pearsall, its present owner, lms served tl1e people on 
a number of occasions as a gathering place for such events as Inde
pendence Day celebrations, mass meetings, and Sunday afternoon church 
services during the summer months. 

The Opcm House 

The idea of having an opera house started with a few public-spirited 
citizens who recognized the need of a suitable hall in which to hold 
meetings, local society entertainments, and theatrical performances. 
The project was presented to the citizens by means of a circular and 
a call for funds resulted in subscl'iptions amounting to approximately 
$10,000. In order to carry on the work, a private corporation called 
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the Ridgewood Hall and Pnrk Association was formed. The original 
plan contemplated the trnusformntion of the trinugnlar piece of ground, 
now occupied by the Opcrn House, the Trust Company, the stores on 
Prospect Street, and the stores on Ridgewood A,·cm1c between Prospect 
and Ouk Streets, tlic beauty spot of the Villngc, by planting trees, 
shrubs and flowers. Owing to the luck of funds, however, the Asso
ciation wus ut first compelled to dispose of the Prospect Street frontage 
and later the Ridgewood Avenue nnd Oak Street parts uow occupied 
by stores. 

The building, when completed in 188!J, had a seating capacity of 
five lnmdrcd and was one of the best in Ridgewood. It was built by 
day's work, Andrew Van Emburgh doing the rnnson work and John B. 
Van Dien the cnrpentry. The cost of erecting the building, including 
the foundntion, amounted to about $2!J,000, the foundation work prov
ing expensive owing to the fnct that the locality Imel at one time been 
the site of a smnll pond, which necessitated tl1e construction of a drain. 

When the building was designed an addition wns provided for the 
use of the Ridgewood Club, n social orgnnizntion prominent in the Vil
lage for a number of years, but which went out of existence with the 
formntion of the originnl Golf Club. The lmilding lms been of great 
service to the Villngc us a place for public, social, and nmuscment af
fui rs, tl1c latter being under the direction principally of private indi
viduals who lensed the premises for the purpose. 

During the early !J0's the grounds surrounding the building were 
used on numerous occasions for cnmivnls and other public gntherings. 
For quite a period, baud concerts were givc11 every Saturday afternoon, 
througl1 the generosity of the Intc Joseph ,v. Edwards. 

Since tlie completion of the Piny House and the Assembly Hull in 
the Wilsey Bnilding. these places hnvc been preferred for holding gntl1-
crings formerly held in tl1e Opera House. 

The first amateur minstrel sl1ow was given in the Opera House by 
members of the Ridgewood Club, under tl1e direction of Frnnklin Hart 
on Dcl'cmhcr l!J, 18!Jfi. The <'nst in<'lmlcd: Lucius Smit 11, J. B. Smith, 
A. S. Alexander, Walter Walton, H. 1\L Crowell, ,T. 1\IcLcnn Wnlton, 
,T. ,v. FMwnrcls. C. C!. Tlal'l'ison. Howard Walton, R. ,v. Hawes, F. A. 
Ross, F. C. Smitl1, G. C. Tompkins, ,John Hawes, J. ,v. Dunnell, with 
D. C. Cox as interlocutor. 

One of the most notable events held within its wnlls was tl1e l1enrty 
reception given to ,voodrow ,vnson, tlien Govemor of New ,Terse~•, 
wl1c11 lie addressed the people of Ridgewood on the evening of October 
13, 1!J11, dming the political campaign of tl1at yenr. 

On August 5. l!Jl3, after lmving been pw·clmsed and renovated by 
the Inte ,Toscpl1 J-T. 1\fortin, the lmilding wns reopened us a photo play 
house nnclcr the direction of liis son, Frnnk 1\£nrtin, bnt tl1is project 
has since been discontinued. 

At the present time a portion of the building is occupied liy Com
pany r, and serves not only us their headquarters but is also used by 
them for drills. 

,vhcn the Opera IIouse wns first opened it was the scene of a earnivnl 
which continued for several days. The first theatrical performance 

127 



RIDGEWOOD, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

within its walls, which was given nt that time by local talent, was 
entitled "The Lonn of n Lover". 

The Play JI 011,.~a 

On l\Iay 26, 1!)13, tile Village Commissionct·s, through the Building 
Inspector, gave the Ridgewood Piny I-louse Company pcrmil1sion to erect 
a building on Wilsey Square between the Van Ordcn Gnrngc and the 
Osman Building. On November 21st, in the presence of n Inrgcr as
semblage of citizens than had ever before gathered in nn auditorium 
in the Village, the building was formally opened. The program includP.d 
an address by His Honor, l\Inyor Daniel .l\.. Garber, n response by 
Walter ,v. Wilsey, the father of the pro,icct; the presentation of Pincro's 
comedy in four nets "Trclawncy of the ,Velis", by l\Iiss Gelbart and 
her associates, 1111 Ridgewood young people; and the rending of 11 "Ded
ication Poem" written by Roland Clinton. 

The building, which is of fireproof construction, will scat 800 per
sons and was built by Ridgewood contrnctors. The carpenter work 
was clone by J. L. Brown, the mason work by Thomas Vanderbeck, the 
plumbing and l1cating by W. I-1. l\Ioorc, and the painting and deco
rating by J. Uhlman. Bigelow and l\Inxham provided the furnishings. 

The land and buildin1-,'!I cost the company between $40,000 and 
$50,000 and during the latter part of l!J16 an orcl1cstral organ made 
by the American l\fnstcr Organ Company of Paterson was installed nt 
a cost of $5,000. The directors of the company arc: Walter W. Wilsey, 
President; Thomas Nicl1ols, of Nutley, Vice-President; A. B. Van Liew 
and A. W. Fisl1, of Bloomfield, and Howard Peck of East Orangr., 
Directors. ,v. ·w. Young, formerly of Bloomfield, is Resident l\[anagcr 
and under his direction the company has furnished n daily program 
of high-class moving pictures, except when the building is used as n 
pince of nsscmhly for events connected with the social and civic activi
ties of the community. 

The ill 1111icipal Building 

During the fall of 1!)10 the Village dctcrm?ncd to construct a muni
cipal building that should be in keeping with the progressive spirit 
of the citizens. 'rhc building wns completed and occupied during l!Jll. 

Located on Hudson Strcr.t, the first floor is occupied hy the Fire 
and Police Departments. 'rhc sceond floor, besides 111·oviding office 
room for the various oflfoials and departments of the Village, contain~ 
a large nsscmhly room which is used for the weekly sessions of tl1c 
Village Commissioners and for public meetings. 

The Village fire alarm hell, contaii1ccl within a wooden frame, is 
mounted on the roof of the building.· 

HALLS AND CLUB ROOMS 

A history of the Village organizations is given clscwhc1·c in this 
book, but their places for holding meetings arc at times used by tl1c 
citizens for other purposes and their development has been an important 
feature of the community life. 
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Wilson's Hall 
In 1873 a two-storr buihling with un outside stuirwuy leading to 

the assembly room w1111 located at about the site of the present feed and 
grain lm11ines11 of K B. Yan Horn on Broud Street, and was known 
ns ·wnson 's Hull. '!'his wus the meeting pince of the ~[nsonic Fraternity 
until :May, 1881, when the building wus dc11troyed by fire. 

Union Street School Ilall 
.lf1t.'lic oml 7'1,catrfrulH 

'!'he prime mover in athletic und musical entertainments in Ridge
wood wus :\Ir. 'l'homus "'· ,vhite, then on the stuff of the New York 
I/crald. 'l'hc first public concert given in Ridgewood was given for 
the benefit of the fir11t .Athletic Club in the hull over the Union Street 
School soon after it was completed. :i\Ir. ,vhitc's grand piano, tl1en 
the only one in Ridgewood, was with difficulty curried to the platform. 
The :Misses Sloman of New York played solos on piano and harp and 
the accompaniments to songs by nh-. "'hitc, :\[r. Lucius Smith and 
i\Ir. R. W. Hnwl's. · 

nrnmntic 

In this Hall was also gfrcn tlw first thcatri<•al Jl!'rformuncc in Ridgc
woo,1. 'l'hc hnnd-hills announced: 

. .\matcm· Cmwcrt 
and 

Drnm:11 ic gntcrtainment 
nt the 

Hidgcwood H<•hool Tlouse Hall, 
Suturda~·, Dccemhcr 14, 1878. 

:\Ir. '!'om ,Jefferson 
as 

Ilugh De Brass 
lH the langhablc l•'arcc, 

.A Hegular Fix. 
'l'ick<1ts r,o ets. 

'!'he concert was ginn hr the singers who appeared at the athletic 
entertainment. '!'he <•ast indudctl nriss Huwcs as lending Judy, :\Ir. 
L. A. Stout and :\liss Htout. nliss 1'1flic Orr and nir. Robert Kucuek of 
llo-ITo-Kus all(] :\Ir. Hea of ~lidlaml Park, all amateurs. It was under
talwn to raise funds for one of the churches in Uidgewtiod. :\Ir. Joseph 
,kfl't•1·son suggl•sted it as good prnt'tit•c for his son, 'l'om, who wns to 
1Jl'~in his professional t•nrct•r in New York the next week. '!'he enst wns 
made by l\Ir. Jefferson and nll rPhenrsnls but the final one were held at 
his house nnd were dcli~htt'ul meetings never to be forgotten by those who 
nttendcd them. 'l'he pcrformnnce was well nttenclecl nnd <'lcnrcd $100. 

Social 

A series of clnnccs was held in the winter of 1876-1877, beginning 
in the homes of the residents of Ridgewood and Ho-Ho-Kus, by mcm-
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bcrs of the Englund Keeley, Cameron, Robinson, ,valton, Bockcc, Ros
encrantz and Hawes families. 'l'wo were held in the unoccupied Kidder 
Academy on Van Dien .Awnuc. The music ~ms fumishcd by the 
younger members; the dances were 1111 squnrc, quadrilles nnd lnnccrs, 
closing with the Virginia reel, which was particularly enjoyed by the 
gray-lmircd members. 'l'hc lm1t of these dances wns given on ,vash, 
ington 's Birthday in the School JJnll, Union Street. Guests cmnc from 
New York and Paterson. It was the first musked hnll given in Ridge
wood, with elaborate nntsie and refreshments and round danecs. 

Ryer.~on's Bluck-Pro.~pccl Bluck-Fil'sl X11/iu1111l Bnnk B1tildiny-
1llusonic ancl Wilsey B11il<liny-Ifolls 

In 1882 Ryerson 's Block was hnilt und II hull was provided to tnkc 
care of the need!! of vnrious orgnnizal ions. 'l'hc hall was used until 
the construction in l!J03 of the Prospect Block nnd the First Nntionnl 
Bank Buildiiig, when the assembly room proYidcd for in the plans of 
the lnttcr bccumc the recognized meeting ·pince und wus known ns l[a
sonic Hall. The )mil in the Prospect Building wuK UKCcl principally for 
politicnl meetings nncl dunces, while l[nsonic Hall continued to hr. the 
principal meeting place of the Village orgunizntions until 1915, when the 
llnsonic Frutcmity purchased the former home of the Town Club 
(White Sturs) on South Mnplc Avenue, which it improved und dedi
cated to its uses. Beginning with the opening of the "T onum 's Club 
Rooms in the Wilsey Building in l!Jl-1-, tl1c two Inst mentioned build
ings lmve become the meeting places of a number of organizations re
quiring rooms of such proportions. The hunk building assembly room 
is known us Knights of Columbus Hall. 

The ,vomnn's Club Rooms in the Wi!Kcy Building were the scene 
during l!J16 of two usscmblngcs of u historic nature. One of these waK 
the scmi-nnnunl meeting of the l<'ecleration of ,vom1111's Clubs of New 
Jersey during the lnttct· part of October. 'l'hc Club rooms were used 
as headquarters and the business sesKions were held in the Piny House. 
'l'hc other occasion was on February 16, when -I-GO persons gatl1crcd 
at a banquet of Fidelity Lodge No. 113, I•'. and A. M., and talked, sang, 
and cheered with II similar gathering of nfnsons in San Francisco and 
Pasadena over the recently completed transcontinental telephone line 
of the .Aw')rican 'l'clcpl1onc and 'l'clcgraph Company. Ridgewood upon 
this occ11 .. 1on lrnd tl1c honor of being the first smnll town to have nn 
opportunity to test this marvelous feat of engineering. 'l'hrough the 
greetings exchanged by Hcrbm·t R. 'l'nlhot, ~laster of Fidelity Lodge, 
and Albert G. Bumctt, Grand Master of the State of Califomia, Ridg,~
wood was the <'nstcrn terminus of the fil'!1t verbal greetings ever cx
tcnclccl between otlic•ials of the Masonic order across the Continent. 

Country Club 

'l'hc fncilitics provided by the clubhouse of the Ridgewood Country 
Club since its completion in 1913, have given its members opportunities 
to enjoy the benefits which arc uKUul in such an institution. ,Vhilc its 
short life has not enabled it to be the Keene of any public gatherings 
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of note, it is well adapted fo1· such purposes and history will doubtless 
record its part in such future nchicvcmcnts of the citizens. 

The Town Club 
Formerly the lwmc of the Ridgewood Golf Club, the present quarters 

of the Town Club, have been the scene of n11my socinl nnd public func
tions, the most prominent nffair of n public nature being when President 
'l'nft addressed the citizens from the club vcrnnda on ~lny 25, 1912. 
This was the fin1t time in tl1c hh1tory of tl1e community that u President 
of the United States was entertained within its confines. 

}mother in111ortant cvc11t in the history of the club occurred on 
April :,, l!Jl5, when the citizens of the Village rntertnincd at dinner 
the members of the Grund Army of the Republic living in this vicinity 
in commemoration of the 1.-,ifticth Anniversary of the cessation of hos
tilities between the North nnd the South. The principal speaker of the 
evening wns United Stutes Senator ~Ioscs E. Clapp of l\Iinncsota. 

SPEEDWAY 

About 1818, Ynn Dien Avenue, then known as Van Dien Lane and 
considered as one of the best dh•t roads in this section, was used as n 
speedwny for the best horses in the neighborhood. It wus the gathering 
pince for those interested in the sport and somr. lh·ely running and 
trotting races Wl•re helrl. 

110-IIO·KUS DRIVING CLUB PARK 

On Rncc 'l'rnck Road, which scpamtes Ridgewood from Ho-Ho-Kus, 
and within the limits of llo-llo-Kus, stand the buildings and one-half 
mile truck leased by the Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Club from Samuel Naugle. 
Since 1885 the park hns served the people of tl1c vicinity, not only as 
a speedway und for neighborhood horse shows, hut also us a place for 
fairs. Since the ndnmt of automobiles and aeroplanes it hns been the 
scene ut various times of exhibitions of these mucl1incs. 

mmGEN COUN'l'Y FAIR ASSOCIATION 

'l'he foregoing site wns originally part of the Samuel Banta farm 
and was first used us n fair groun<l by the New Jersey Agricultural 
Association, organized in 1885. Jacob Bumper wns its first president 
and served about ten years. 

In 18!l5 this organizntion wns sncl'redcd by the North Jersey Agri
cultural and Driving Association, which constructed the present build
ings, repaired the rncc-trnek, and generally impron,d the condition of 
the property. 

Up to 1!)14, thr property was used at various times for speeding 
exhibitions and county fairs, but during that year it was sold to Samuel 
Naugle. 

Tl1e Ho-Ho-Kus Driving Club now rents the property from l\lr. 
Naugle and, since l!J15, has sublet the premises to the Bergen County 
Fait· Association. Incorpornted during l!l15, this nssocintion has con
ducted a fair on the grounds fot• the past two years. 
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CO~DlU:SITY CHRIS'r~l,\S TRt:E FliSTlVAL 

An enjoyable custom, which will probably be; continued in the years 
to come, was established as a community affair on the evening of De
cember 23, 1!)16, when several hundred school children and as many 
ndults nsscmblccl on Cottage Place around a towering evergreen, beau
tifully illuminutccl by hundreds of colored lights. Festoons of lights 
also ilhuninatccl the str!'ct. 'Phc t•hilclren, under the direction of the 
Supervisor of ::\Cusic of the Public SC'hools, sang a number of the old 
Christmns enrols, nftc1· whi<'h the entire assemblage sung several closing 
hymns. Refreshments were served at the Unitarian Church for the 
adults and pnckngcs of cnkcs and cnndics were distributed to the young 
folks at the High School Building. 

I .... . ,., 



CHAP1'ER VIII 

CIVIC AND cmnrnRl'I.AJ, OIWANJZ.\'l'JUNS 

0 N necount of ih1 loention at a dishm<'c from New York, where it 
eannot conveniently share the ple1111ure11 nnd activities of that 

city to any great extent, Ridgewood has founcl it necessary to pro,·idc 
its own entertainment, club life and civic interests. 

1'hc natural result of such endeavor hus been the ori.:nnization of 
various clubs, societies and associations, 1111 of which huve as oh.icctivcs 
the improvement of the individual and the advancement of the Village. 

1'hesc organizations may, for the sake of convenience, he grouped 
under several headings, euch denoting the general character of the 
organization so classified, as follow11: Cluhs, Patriotic Ori.:11nizations, 
Political Organizations, Pratcrnul Organization11, :i\lusical Clubs, "\Ycl
fare As11ociations, School Associations, Anti-Liquor Organizution11, l\lctli
cal Societies, Organizations for Young :\Ten and Commercial O1·gnni
zntions. 

CLUDS 

The call of outdoor sports and of 11ocinl intcrrourse ha11 hccn nn11wercd 
by the people of Ridgewood with the organization of nine cluhs, all 
of which nrc of decided advantage to the Village. 

The Rirlycwoocl Club 

The Ridgewood C'luh was on,mnizccl in December, 1893, with the 
following officers: 

Preside/II .............................. llt::<nv S. PATn:uso:<, 
l'icc-Prc.,idc11t .......................... :\I. T. l11c11Am,so:<, 
'l'rcasurcr .............................. \\", .r. Frr.LI-:ttTnx, 
Secretary .............................. !'An, WAJ.Tox. 

This organization wa11 the first of its character in the communit)·, 
becoming one of the leading institutioml of the Village and the center 
of its social life and activity. In moo its membcr11hip was practically 
absorbed by the Ridgewood Golf Club. 

During its existence its aim had been to appeal particularly for 
the interest and support of the Indies, to which fact its growth and 
success were mainly attributable. 'l'wo days of each week were set. 
apart as Lndic11' Days and weekly cntcrtnin111cnt11 were giYcn through
out the season. During the winter months afternoon lectures were 
held in the club pnrlors in the Opcrn House Bnilding, followed h~· 
n five o 'cloek ten. 

1'hc club was 11 member of the "\\'hist Lcngne and the doYotccs of 
the game made it 11 feature of tl1e club life. 

Riclycwoocl Co1tnll'y Club 

Golf in Ridgewood datc11 bnck to 1893, when the old Ho-Ho-Kus 
Golf Club was organized, the first in this section of New ,Jersey and 
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1:mid to be one of the firHt in the country. 'l'hc heir to the old Ho
llo-Kus Club wu11 the Ridgewood Golf Club, e11tiiblislml in 1901, with 
11 golf course on ~[nplc .Avenue. Out of this latter club developed the 
present Country Club which, on l\Inrch 12, 1!)10, was orgnnized us 
nn entirely new body. with the following officers and directors: 

l'rcsirlcnt •.........................•.. ,,I, II. :-::svnfJI, 
ncc-Prcsi,1<'111 .......................... l'. \\'. :-:-rol'KTO:S, 
Secretary ..•..........................• \\'. D. 1,M\'To:s. 
1'rcas11rcr .............................. 11. G. \\'111n:. 

.,. II. 8:svm:n, 
II. CT, WmTF:, 
1 •• Is. ~ I t:11111 m:w, 

/luord of /Jil'cclors 

\\', I>. LA\\"ro:s, .f. ll. 1>ess1s,,, 
(L I•', IIIIAClif:'1-r. I'. A. '1'01111 f:\', 
1 ;. 1-:. l!cun:11 ,HI, II. s. \\'11.1,AIIII, 

(', \\', STOl'KTOS, 
,1. C. lL\11u:s. 

The Ridgewood Country Club is II corpomtion, the capital stock of 
*:i0,000 being owned by about two hundred stockholtlc1·s. Stockholders 
muy become regular mcmbcr11 of the club hy JJUying the prescribed 
dues; otherwise u stockholder cannot enjoy, 'nny of the privilcgc11 of 
the club, hut may vote nt nil meetings of stockholders. A stockholder 
may have hut one vote in the affairs of the club, regardless of the 
number of shares of stock he may hold. '!'his is mthcr a unique 
feature, as it gives every member an cqunl voice in the management 
of the club; consequently, there hi no particular object in a member 
owning more thnn one share of stock except that he receives a 5 per 
cent. return on his investment, provided he becomes a regular member. 
'fhis provision w1111 mnde so that the club might be perpetuated and 
to avoid the risk of a few members obtaining control and possibly at 
some future dntc selling the land at n hmulsomc profit. Vnclcr the 
circumstunce11, there is no renson why this tmet of land should not 
continue indefinitely to be a beautiful purk and plensure ground pruc
tically in the hcnrt of Ridgewood. 

'l'he whole project was founded and built upon the faith in a greater 
and more beautiful Ridgewood and while, possibly, it wns u little al1cad 
of its time, it will, no doubt, scr\'c as a landmark by which all future 
undertukings in Ridgewood may he mcasuretl. 'l'hc purclmsc nnd cle
,·clopmcnt of the property, inelmling the erel'!ion of the clubhouse, 
represent 1111 outlay of more than $100,000. 'l'he corpo1•ation owns 
102 ucres of Jami, most of which was used in the development of an 
eighteen-hole golf course. Donald Ros11, the great golf professional, 
has 1n·onounccd it one of the moHt beautiful spots for a golf course 
in .Amcrira. 

'l'hcre is II splendid brook, fed from naturnl springs, at either end 
of the property. Both of these brooks ha\'c been dammed on the lower 
11ide of the property, crrnting two beautiful little lakm1 strctehing 
prnctically arross the entire width of the property. These lakes fur
nish hnznrds for golf in tl1c summer time and ice purki,, for the skiitcrs 
in winter. In ncldition to these two bodies of wnter for skating, nn 
artificial 1,1kating rink has been created within twenty.five yards of the 
rluhhousc. 'l'here the broad expanse of hills stretching from the club
house to Lincoln Avenue, that fumishcs a splendid vnriety of golf 
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during the season, is a wonderful place for tobogganing and coasting 
during the winter. 

'l'cnnis, curling, archery and trapshooting are other outdoor sports 
indulged in by the members, their families and guests during 'he 
various seasons of the year. 

The clubhouse contains n high-class cafe and restaurant, bowling 
alleys, billinrcl and pool tables and a fine dancing pavilion that fur
nishes amusement. and rc>creat ion throughout the entire year. The 
views from the elnhhousc wr1111lla arc of surpassing beauty. On clear 
days and nights the lofty buildings of New York arc clearly visible 
in the distance and the surromuling country in every direction fur
nishes a panornmic picture beyond description. 

'l'he membership at present is limited to two hundred and fifty 
regular and special members, but the limit will, in all probability, be 
raised to three hundred, as there arc several applications 011 the wait
ing list and experience indicates that the club can comfortably accom
moclatc three lmmll'cd members. 

Town Clllb 

'J'he present '!'own Club had its origin a few ycarK prior to 1898 
in an orgnni1.atio11 then known as the Hidgcwood Juniors, lmving for 
its original ofliccrs: 

l 1rcsi1fr11t .................... , ........ .• lonx G. ZAnRtRKn:, 
Nf'('l'('f(ll'}I ........•.••.••.•..••••••••••• ( ·u.\m.•:s S1'1-:W.AllT. 
'/'rcmwn·,· .............................. VttAXK l'. ~~IACK. 

'l'his organi1.ation consisted of nine members: John G. Zabriskie, 
,I. Hobert Maltbie, Frank C. Smack, Charles Van Dien, Charles Stewart, 
Fi·cd Bykccpcr, Bvcrett. lloppcr, William Haight and Fred Z. Board. 

'L'hc Juniors grew in numbc>r11 and in 1898 termed themselves the 
White Stars, a little Inter increasing to such proportions as to warrant 
the renting of a home ut what is now No. 23 Hope Street. Later 
roo11111 in Hutton Hall were rented. 

In l!JOl they were incorporutccl as the White Stars. The organiza
tion papers, dated ,June 1-1-, l!JOl, spccificcl thnt it was to be "An 
association of less thnn five hundred members associated for tl1e en
couragement and 1iructicc of indoor ancl outdoor athletics." These 
papers were signed by ,John G. Zabriskie, then President; Herbert A. 
Obrig, Secretary; Frank C. Smack, 'l'rcusurcr, ancl also by John Robert 
)[althic, Joseph F. Carrigan, Jr., and Charles '\V. Eichclls, Jr., acting 
for the club. Shortly nfterwanl the club purchuscd the property at 
South :Mnplc AYcnt1c, where in June, l!J04, the clubhouse was opened. 
'l'hc house has since hccn acquired by the F. & A. l\I. •of Ridgewood. 

Under elate of ,July 22, l!Jl2, the 11111ended certificate of incorpora
tion wns filed changing the 1111111c from the "White Stur Athletic 
Club" to the "Town Club of Ridgewood." This amended certificate 
was signed by the following trustees: ,John B. Cavagnero, Edward 
l\Iaxon, Willium C. Siegert, Harold Dwight, Frederick Pfeiffer, Bayly 
Hipkins, 'l'homas P. Walls, A. S. l\Inerz, l\I. F. Bargebuhr and John 
G. Zabriskie. At thnt time Wnltcr L. Dawson was President and Robert 
V. Bates, Secretary. 
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'fhitramended eertiliente spec•ified us the purposes of the Town Club 
the "engaging in all forms nnd cl11ssm1 of nthletie sports und generally 
to promote and maintain social inte1·cour11e among, to encourage the 
literary pursuits of, and to provide entertainment nnd recreation for 
its members." 

During the winter of l!ll2-l!l13, the present JH·operty on North 
llaplc Avenue, consisting of approximately 12 acres, wus purchuscd. 
BP.cause the Town Club had ulwuys tukcn a lively interest in locul 
nfrairs, it consented to sell the Ridgewood Avenue JH·operty previously 
used by the White Stars as 1111 uthletic field, to the Vi1111ge to become a 
part of the new high school site. 

Carrying out the purpose11 of the organization, the club now pro
vides for its member!! bowling 011 four excellent alley!!, bi11iards, pool, 
whist and other curd game!!, library, dancing and bnllroom in the cluh
housc, bnscbull and tennis on the grounds, there being five excellent 
courts for the lntter gumc. Ladies have the pt·h·ilege of the clubhouse 
us specified by v11riou11 actions of the Board of Governors, and the 
fnmilies of members, ns well us the school teachers, have the privilege!! 
of the tennis courts. 'l'he baseball diamond and- the -foot bull field have 
been gratuitomdy given over for the use of the Ridgewood High School 
bnsebnll and football tcnms. 

A limit of 250 has been placed upon the club membership us now 
constituted, mu] 238 of this number have been secured. 

Pm·1m11ts Valley Pholo[Jraphic .tlssociulion 

On Murch 23, 1!103, a number of mnutcur photographers met in the 
evening in the 'l'ower Hoom of the Y. :'II. C. A. Building-the Opcm 
Housc--to consider the question of organizing. In April the Pnrunms 
Valley Photographic Association was· Jnunchcd with the following mem
bership: 

l'rcsidcnt .............................. llt::-<HY \\'. 11.\u:s. 
l"icc-l'rcsirlrn/ .......................•.. (". 11. LmtAl( )ltTc-m:r.r., 
Secretary ..................... = ........ r. P. T~AWTos. 
7'reaHun~r .............................. A . ..-\. FITZII eon. 

Bveret L. Zabriskie, Jos. Cnnigan, Leonard A. Smith, Austin Hunks, 
S. S. McCrcady, Maurice Hopkin!!, P. G. Delmnntcr, H. D. Hartley, 
I~. H. Howland, Peter 0. 'l'crheun, 'l'hcodorc Obrig, and George Fer
guson. At intcrvnls the membership was augmented by the addition 
of the following: G.D. Clippcl, H. V. Townsend, H. W. Wilson, W. H. 
)Ioorc, ,v. J. 'l'onkin, Chas. A. 'l'hrockmorton, Jos. J. Smith, Harvey 
Blauvelt, E.W. Cobb, Jas. J. Bailey, Geo. :i\I. Schinzcl and A. Lee Don. 

The declared purpose of the association wns the "advancement of 
the science and art of photography." Of those who were enrolled, there 
were a few who devoted most of their spare time to photographic work, 
and these were the ones upon whom the labor devolved when an outing 
or an exhibition was to be organized. :i\Ionthly meetings were held and 
were well attended. 

In June, 1903, the first nmmnl exhibition was given in the room of 
the Library Association, First National Bunk Building. On this occu-
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i;1un, more than fom· hnndred photogrnphs were shown and, iu ·addition 
to the prints exhihitcd. there were mnny lnntcm slide11 nnd trunsparen
eies, nil of whil•h hntl hcen produced hy mcmbcra. 'l'he exhihition was 
\\'C!ll attende1l and the association was eneouragetl to greater effort. 

The 1!104 cxhihit wns well rccciw1l aml the work of the mcmbe1·s 
showed much improve1111•nt hoth in ehoi1•e of 1mbjects untl compm1ition. 
'l'hc artistic discriminntion was notnblc and the distinction between the 
ordinary amateur photograph of the preceding sC11so11 and the later 
work of tl1c members was accentuated by comparison. 

In the 1!!05 exhibition the nssociation conducted u competition open 
to aJI amateurs, without regard to membership. 'l'cn solid silver cup!! 
were provided as prizes. 'l'wcnty entrants displayed more than fom· 
hundrccl print!! in Hutton Hall. Nineteen persons entered 197 pictures 
in the several competith·e elasscs. A feature of the exhibit was a col
ledion of a:l photugrnphs of old houses in Bergen County, all of which 
were of historic value. 'l'his was the work of Mr. B. II. .AJlbee, then 
Vice-President of the Bergen County Historical Society. A notable 
l'act in co11nc1,tion with the display was tl1e contribution of specimens 
of photographic, skill hy amatct' :s residing in distant towns and cities
I [nckcnsack. N .• r.; Detroit, ~Cicl1.; Bristol, England; Portland, ~le.; 
.\Jlendalc, N. ,T., and Brooklyn. N. Y. On the evening of the second day, 
the exhibition was closed with the display of 225 stcrcoptieon views, 
the product of home talent. 

In the nmmtimc. the nssociution 111embers 111nclc excursions into the 
regions about RiLlgcwood in all kinds of wcatl1cr and many wcr£• the 
unique pictures mndc in spring, summer, autumn and winter. There 
wc1·c 1111111~· rcc1uests for the loan of photos for exhibition in the fnit·s 
and entcrtaimncnts of other clubs. The meetings were often enlh·cncd 
hy demonstrations of 111cthods of working. from the choosing of the 
JJUint of view from whieh to obtain the hest results of light and shade, 
to the development of original ideas of mounting and framing the 
resultant print. 

ll'om1m 's Club of Ri<lycwootl, N. J. 

One of Ridgewood 's most valued assets is its \Yomnn 's Club which 
was 01·gani.r.ed in l!l0!J, federated in l!ll0 and later incorporated in 
l!J14. 'l'he fuJlowing served us the original officers: 

/'nwi,l,·111 ... , , , . , .. , , , .. , ...... , ....... ~rns. \Y11.r.1.u1 J>. ALT.Ii:<, 
I ... p. ',I I I Mus. C'IIART.F~~ w. STOCKTO:< A:<!> 

uc- ,cs, c11 8 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·" 1 ~Ins. C'H.\RT,F.S A. Dt:snoN, 

/,',·,·orrling ,'-:c,•rf'lary . . . . . . . . . .......... ~lns. ('onx1-:uus Doa1-~11us, 
,.,,,.,.,.Rpo1H1i11!1 t-:krl'l'i<11'!1 ................ . :\lus. LAxs1xo P. \Vooo 
'/'n·11•111·cr •. , ......•...................• ~Im,. Du:<c.\N ·D. C'JTAl'UN. 

'l'hc purposes for whii-11 the club was organized were the mutual 
impro,·cment of its members through study and social intercourse and 
the active promotion of civic and social betterment. The club has de
partments of music, history and tmvcl, drnmu and litcrutnrc, and home 
economics. Civics and current events arc also discussed. 

'l'hc membership is divided as foJJows: Active 326; Honorary 14; 
Inactive 2; making a total of 342. 
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Tltc Womaii's Club of Upper Ridgcwoocl 

The \Voman's Club of Upper Ridgewood was organized NO\·cmbcr 
20, 1912. The originnl offil'crs Wl'rc: 

l'r,•si1/c11t .......................•...... :\I Rs. l 'll,\111.F.S K. Ar.u:s. 
N,•rrctary .......................•...... :\In><. E. A. X1c11or.s, 
Trr11s11rcr .................•.....••••..• )Ins. E. 11. 1'011Ts11011t:. 

There arc at present 40 members in the club. 
The purpose of the organization is to promote ucighborly interest, 

and the work done by the club has this purpose always before it in 1!:,; 
philanthropic, social and school work. 

College Club 
The College Club wus organized in September, l!Jl:J, by women 

graduates of eollcgcs, residing in Ridgewood. The officers elected at 
the time of organization we1·c :· 

l'r,·.,i,lt!11t .' ............................. :\lrss Xt:1.1. n. Dorumt:s, 
l'ir,c-/'rcsirlcnt .......................... :\Ins. Tnt:nuont: H. Jlor•t:. 
lfr,:1'rlur,1J-Tl"cas111·cr ..................... llus. ltl"'fll \\'oou ( 1.\U~l l'H, 
:lssisla11t Secretary ..................... :\lrss HAt::<A Hn:nsos. 

The original purpose was to nicl in establishing the \Yoman 's Col
lege of New Jersey nt Rutgers, but that plan was abandoned in 1915 
by the State Leaders, so at present the club is interested in cstahlish
inr; a girls' scholarship fund. The organization has 35 members. 

The Le11y11c for Creative lV01·k 
The League for Creative Work wus organized in .April, 1!)14, with 

tl1e purpose of producing original work as writers, artists and musicians. 
Tlie original officers were: 

l'rcsidc11t .............................. :\l11s. l..\SSl:<11 l'. \\'oou. 
l'icc-l'rcsitlc11t .......................•.. :\Ins. ,l.un~~ ll. i'Ansoss, 
Hrcrct111·y-T1·ca.,11n·1· ..................... :\Ins. \\'11.1.u11 F. Snoun:. 

The present membership numbers nineteen. 

Ciarden Club of Ridye1l'ood 

The Garden Club of Ridgewood was organized in November, l!Jl4. 
'l'lie object of the club is to broaden and increase its knowledge of 
growing things by 1111 exchange of ideas and experiences at periodical 
meetings of its members; also to Htimulutc intelligent and artistic gar
dening. 

Its membership numbers 60. :\Icn living in Ridgewood and vicinity, 
having gardens in which an active interest is taken and over which a 
personal supervision is exercised, only arc eligible for membership. 
lncidentally, it is the only ga1·dcn club of men within a very consid
erable radius of New York City. l\Ionthly meetings arc held at which 
papers prepared by members and dealing with their own experiences, 
are read. Discussions of various garden problems that constantly arise 
are entered into and plans fo1• the exchange of plants are perfected. 
Members who have been delegated to visit garden club shows and nurs-
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cries report their findings to the club and professional talent is engaged 
to lecture from time to time. .A systematic distribution of flowers to 
the hospitals is also a very pleasant feature of the club's work. Two 
shows a year arc given, in June and September, to which the public is 
invited. These shows not only include flowers, but fruits and vege
tables. 

The officers of the club, all of whom have served since the organi-
:.mtion, arc:-

/'rr•itlr11 f ••• , •• , , • , , ••• , • , , •••••• , , .. , , nont:RT L. TIOF:. 
l'icc-l'rc•itlcnt .......................•.• STA:-.r.EY n. W.\l.tn:11. 
,~f'crctflrJl•Tl"raHttr,·,- ..........•...•...••. E. T. SowTI-:n. 

Riclge11·oocl l(iJ/c Cl11b 
The Ridgewood Rifle Club was organized in October, 1915, with 

a charter mcmbcrsliip of about 20. Affiliation wa11 at once effected with 
the National Rifle Association of .America. The club's membership soon 
rose to nearly 50 and it hns become one of Ridgewood's most popular 
organizations. 

Under the gttillanl'c of the first officers, 
l'r•·•itlrnt ..........................••. , ll.\:-.tt:r. n. n.,co:-., 
ricl'-l'rc.,i,le11t .......................•.. A. A. WtxTt:ns, 
.'frrr('far11 .............................• A. L. rOJlllAX, 
'l't't'flRlll"CI" •.•..•.••..••••.•••.••.•••.•••• .\. I,. c~onunx, 
E:,,rcutivc Officer ..•.................... Dn. II. S. WtLL.\RD, 

the first year of the club's existence has been a most successful one. 
A range for indoor shooting was secured in the old cement works on 
Spring Avenue and many 11 hotly contested competition has been held 
there among the members and with teams from neighboring towns. 

)!any members who, a year ago scarcely knew what a rifle was in
tended for, have developed surprising expertness, so much so that to 
date the club team has nc,·er been beaten in a match and a number of 
the men wear National emblems attesting their prowess as shnrpsl1ootcrs 
or marksmen. 

'!'he club has in prospel'I the cstnhlishmcnt of an outdoor range upon 
which the regnlnr army scn·icr rifle 11111~· he used. 

'l'hc privilege of the range iH rxtcniled to students in the Ridgewood 
High School and a large number of the npper classmcn arc cclucnting 
thcrnsch-cs in the use of fircal'ms. 

l'.\TIUO'l'IC OIWA:-IZ.\'l'IO:SS 

Ridgewood has not clernted all its efforts to the sc(mring of plcmmrc 
nnd umusernent hr means of sm•iul intercourse, hut 1111s found cnjor
mcnt in preserving the llll'moriC's of its ancestors and in sufcgunrclin~ 
the future of its ehildrl'll. '!'his patriotic•. spirit has found expression 
in the following organizations:-

Daughter.~ of the Revol111io11 
The Society of tltc Daughters of the Revolution was organized in 

lS!ll, its ob.ice! being "to j1crpctunte the patriotic spirit of tltc men 
und women who acl1ic,·cd American Independence; to commemorate 
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prominent events connected with the \Var of the Revolution; to collect, 
publish and preserve the rolls, records and historic documents rclnting 
to that period; to encourage the study of the country's history; to 
promote sentiments of friendship and common interest among the mem
bers of the Society, and to proviJe u home for nnd furnish nssistnnce 
to such Daughters of the Revolution as may be impoverished, wl1e11 
it is in their powe1· to do so." 

In i\Iay, l!l00, a chnptcr culled the Ramapo Vnlley Chnptm·, Dnugh
ters of the Revolution, w1111 founded in Ridgewood by :Mrs. Richnnl 
\V. Hawes, who being a member of the l\Iontclair Chnpter, was ap
pointed Organizing Regent by the General Secretary in New York. 
The five charter members were :i\Iiss Rebecca \V. Hawes, :Mrs. Richard 
Hawes, l\Irs. T . .A. Strange, l\Iiss l\lnrtha E. Smith and l\liss Florence 
de Ju l\I. Bunce. Since the organization of this chapter there ]ms been 
but one Historian-Registrar, l\Iiss Rebecca \V. Hawes, who was elected 
to this office for life. 'rhe first Regent, l\Iiss Florence de la l\I. Bunce, 
served for a period of fourteen years. 

The meetings arc held nt the homes of the members, of whom there 
are now forty, witli the exception of the June meeting, when, in eom
memoration of the Battle of Bunker Hill, the chapter makes its annual 
pilgrimage to the Revolutionarr intrcnchmcnts at Hilllmrn, New York. 
marked by them with n granite tablet. 

J111iio1· 0,-clcl' Unilctl ,tmcl'icrrn ;J[cclw11ics 
'fhis patriotic order was organized in Ridgewood on February 18, 

1897, with 125 ehartc1· members and with these original officers:
Co1111cilcr ••..•.•......••...............• T. ll. YAX E~11n-1m11. 
l'ice-Co1111cilcr ••........•.............. f<. O. <111.t:s, 
Ji1ina11ciul .'-:re,·<'tflr,11 ..................... ll1-:nv1•:Y T1,:n11u~1~. 
J/ccordi119 .~rr·rct11ry ...... , ..............• I. lll,.\t:n:1:1• Jfop1•1•:n. 
1'rras11rrr .•••.......••...... , .......... T. A. \\'Al.I., 

Its ol>.iccts arc--
I"ir.~l--'fo maintain uncl 11romotc the i11tcrcsts of Americans and shield 

them from tl1e depressing effects of l'ot·~ign competition. 
Scconcl--To ussist Americans in obtaining employment. 
7'hfrd--To encourage Americans in lmsiness. 
Foui·th--'l'o establish a Sick and Fnncral Funcl. 
Fifth--'ro maintain tl1c Public Srhool System of t!Je U11i1<•1l States of 

America nncl to prevent sectarian intcrfcrc1wc therewith, ancl up
hold the rending of the Tiolr Hiblc therein. 

The membership now numbers 280. 

bidc11c11clc11cc Day .ls.~ocirrl ion of Hitl111·woo1l, N. J., Inc. 
In 1910 the Intlcpcnclc1wc Dar Assoriation lwhl its first mcctin~ 

and elected 11s officers the following: 
President ... , , ....................... , . )Ins. ,T. R. f'o\'u:, 
Hcc-Prcsi1le11t ................. _ ......... )Ins. 1-'. F. KXoTIII(, 
."iccretary ... , ....... , .................. )Ins. ,l. Ttm:-mn, 
Trcas11rcr .............................. )Ins. \\', ,T. Toxmx. 

After two successful yenrs, it was incorporated in 1!)12. 
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The purposes for w]11eh this corporation wus formed are to di11cour
ugc the genel'al public UHC of dangcrouH firearms 1111d fireworks; to 
foster and stimulate 11 patriotic spirit und sentiment in the citizens and 
children of Ridgewood, N. J., and vicinity, by observing Independence 
Duy in a fitting mnnner; the same to be accomplished by parades, 
pugeuntH, mass meetings, fireworks and oUier suitable and appropriate 
ohscr,·unccs, mnl in gcneml to do all things in connection with the 
foregoing that may be necessm·y and expedient.. 

'rhe membership consists of the suhscrihcrs to its fund nnd in 101G 
it numbered 238 imli\'itluuh1 and firms and nine organizations. 

7'hc Tltcoclosict Bur,· Chap/er, Junior S011s 1111d D11ughlc1·s of the 
Rcvol11fion 

The Junior Auxiliary of the Ramapo Vallcr Chapter, Daughters 
of the Rc\'olution, was organized in June, l!l12, with the object of 
"encouraging patriotic spirit in citizens oi: the vicinity in every prnc
ticublc way and to extend its influence in this direction to other places, 
us opportunity occurs, untl to promote friendship and common interest 
among the members of the chapter." 

"'ith :Miss Edna Bunce as Dircetor, 11ml fh·c charter members, the 
following officers were elected:-

/'rrsi,fr·ui .............................. Y.\t"fillX 1'~•:t-:t.EY. 
1~ff•r,•/(IJ"!J ........... ' ................ . l'OXST.\XCI-~ 1.'nt-:xcn, 
'/'l"<'fl,'llll't.•r ••..•. ' ..••..•...•.••••••••••• :\lmt·rox .AD.\)IS. 

In l!l13, the nun1e wus changed to Penelope Yon Princips Chapter, 
Junior Sons and Duughte1·s of tl1e Rcrnlution. 

In l!l14, a el11111ge in the name was suggested and the Chapter is 
now known aK the Theodosia Burr Chapter, Junior Sons and Daugh
ters of the Revolution, 'fheodosia Burr being the daughter of \Vidow 
'J'heodosia Provost and .Aaron Burr, and directly nsso<•iuted with this 
vicinity. 

'fhe 'fheodosia Burr Chaptc1· now J111s 1m enrollment of 3ri members, 
having the greatest inr1·rase in mrmhcrship during t11c year of l!Jl-l,-Ui 
of uny Junior Chapter in 1he Stutc. 

Co111pa11y L, Fifth Hcyi111cnl, N. a., N. J. 

Company L was mustcred in on February 20, l!ll3. 'l'he original 
officers were: 

Cll/>lnin ••............•................• Jnst:1•11 L. SmTn, 
First Lirutcmrnl ....................... llotlACE G. C'r.t:n:1_\:<ll, 
SccpJl<l lir11tc11a11t . , , . , . , .... , . , , ... , .. , ,lOIIX )h~Hllllll-~W. 

lTpon the rC'signution of i\fr. Cle\'clund and i\Ir. i\Icrrihew, Joseph R. 
llmekett beeume First Lieutenant and Gene E. Pattison becumc Second 
Lieutenant. Lieutenant Brnckctt was lost by death and Lieutenant 
Pattison resi1:,•nccl. 

The company wns nmste1·ed in to federal service in June, l!JlG, with 
Captain Joseph ,T. Smith eomnunuling, the junior officers bcing-

1"frst l,iculr.naut . , ................ , .... ,los1,:i-11 C'. VIT'l'S, 
Nnwutl l,ic11te11a11t ...................... ~AMOEJ. J. H,\'l'l~:\IA:S. 
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On tl1e date of mobilization, June l!l, l!l16, the company lmcl 65 
men on its rolls and wns sent with its regiment, th~ Fifth New ,Jersey 
Infantry, N. G., to Sen Girt, N. J., at which place the New Jersey 
brigade wns to mobilize. The Fifth Regiment entrained for Douglas. 
Ariz., on June 13th. On its return to the l~ust, the regiment rcnchc(l 
Paterson November 3, l!l16. .After a parudc in Paterson, the out-of
town companies returned to their quarters and Company L was mus
tered out of the federal service on November H, 1!)16. 

Several acres of ground on East Franklin .Avenue were donated to 
tl1c Ridgewood Armory Association by :\[r:,;, Joseph "\V. Edwards for 
the purpose of erecting nn armory thereon for the u:,;c of Company J,. 
'l'hc foundation hns already been completed with the nicl of funds raised 
111 Ridgewood. 

At present Mtin efforts are being made to secure the $2ii.000 ap
propriation for this building authorized by the State Legislature. 

Pam11111.~ ·chapter of 11,r .\"cit' ,fc1·.~e!J Socicl!I, Sm,.~ of Ilic .1111ericun 
Revol11/icm 

The Paramus Chapter No. G, New Jersey Sm•icty of the Somr of the 
Amc1·icnn Revolution was organized through the efforts of :\[r. R. 'l'. 
"\Vilson, with 35 charter memhers, on Decc111he1· 18, l!Jl3. '!'hose offi
cers elected at the first meeting were: 

l'i-rsitlc11t ..............•........•..•... ,ll'IH;E C'on:-.f:r.rns Do11f:11t·s, 
ricc-Prcsi,lcut .......................... lhcJL\Hn T. \Yu.so~, 
Secretary ............................. ,,Jrn.;J,:PII 11. nom•:JtTS, 
'frcrrsurcr .............................. T~. F. ) l.\l."-Tt-:n. 
Historian .........•...•...•••.......... "· L. %.,nnrsKIE. 

'l'hc objects of this society arc declared to be Jmtriotic, historical 
and eduentional, and include those intcntlctl or designed to perpetuate 
the memory of the men who, by their ser,·iccs ot· sacrifices during the 
,~ur of the American Re,·olution, achieved the independence of the 
.American people; to unite and promote fellowship among their de
scendants; to inspire them und the conununity at large with 11. mor1J 
profound rcvcrence for the prin('iples of the Government foumlNl hy 
our forefathers; to encouragr historh•al 1·esearch in relation to the 
American Revolution; to acquire and presrrvc the rcco1·ds of the indi
vidual services of the patriots of the war, as well as doc•uments, reli(•s 
and landmarks; to murk the scenes of the Rrn,lution hr appropria11' 
memorials; to celebrate the annh-crsaries of the prominent ewnts of 
the war and of the R<•volutionm·y peri{)(l: to foster t?·ue patriotism; 
to maintain and extend the institutions of .. \merican frerdom, and to 
curry out the purposes expressrd in the preamble of the Const.itution 
of our countr~· and the injunctions of "\Ynshington in his farewell ad
dress to the .American people. 

The Chapter has now 51 members. 

7'hc National Scc111·ity Lcay1w-Ridycwood Br1111ch 

One of Ridgewood 's newest organizations is the hrmwl1 of tl1c Na
tional Security League which was organized on April ti, l!JlG, through 
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the efforts of :Mr. W. E. Remington, who was elected Chairman. With 
him are serving-

ncc-0/aa irma n ..•....•................. JI. P.- i-1.0.\T. 
Secretary .......................•...... Ut:onm-: :\I. ~c111xzi-:1 •• 
,lsristant Sccrcta1·11 ....••.•.............• I n1sox !'lAU!lntlR\", 
Treasurer ............................... J., llt:s D. l'IIAIO. 

The following, with the officcr11, compose tltc Executive Committee: 
Lewis R. Conklin, Judge Comelius Doremus, W. D. Ferris, Joseph 
Fitts, T. J. Foster, J. J. Gl~,m, E. B. Lilly, George N. Pfeiffer, 0. B. 
Surplcss nnd R. T. Wilson. 

The National Security League is uon-political, non-partisan and 
absolutely neutral. Its object is to arouse the American public to a 
sense of the nation's naval and military weakness, of the national 
menace that attends the present stntc of unpreparedness and, th1·ough 
public mass meetings, petitions and resolutions, to bring pressure to 
bear upon representatives in Congress to provide an adequate army 
and navy as determined by the expert army and navy officers. 

The Ridgewood branch has more than 300 members who are also 
interested in increasing the membership of the American Red Cross. 

Bergen County llfatorical Society. 

An organization of interest to the citizens of Ridgewood is the 
Bergen County Historical Society which has been extremely active 
in delving into the past and has brought to light much of value. In 
18!)5 an exhibition was given in the Opera House under the auspices 
of this society. There were shown coins, ancient documents, weapons, 
clothing, implements of industry, family trifles and records, and an 
inspection of the articles displayed was a libernl education in the his
tory of the past. People througl1out this section responded with en
thusiasm and were surprised to learn that there was here so much of 
interest relating to our past history. 

Among the past presidents of this organization arc Judge Corncliu~ 
Doremus, Judge David Zabriskie and Everett L. Zabriskie of Ridge
wood, while R. T. \Vilson is at present a vice-president. 

POLITIC.\L ORG.\XIZATIOXS 

Ridgewood is not without its political activities nor its forces which 
have influence for good govcrmnent, as is cYidcnccd by the five actin, 
organizations in the Village. 

The Woman's Suffrage .lssoeiation 

In 1894, as the only member in tllis part of Bergen County of the 
New Jersey State Suffrage Association, Miss Rebccea \V. Hawes circu
lated a petition for the restoration of full school suffrage for women 
and obtained a hundred signatures in Ridgewood and Ho-Ho-Kus. 

At a meeting of the Ramapo Valley Chapter, Daughters of the 
.American Revolution, it was voted that the members in favor of suf
.frage should call a meeting and invite :Mrs. 1'1innie Reynolds to organ-
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ize a branch of the Woman's Political Union of New Jersey. The 
meeting was held at the home of l\Iiss Hawes, Corsa Terrace, ou 
November 21, 1913. At a second meeting held a month later at the 
residence of Mrs. F. F. Knothc, The Woman's Political Union was 
organized with the following offi<'crs: 

President .............................. )Ins. CAnr, 111. YAU,, 
First l'ice-l'residv11t .................... , )Ins. C. W. 111.AoDormuou, 
Second l'icc-l'rcsi,lr11t .................. ,)Ins. };RANCES II. WALTOS, 
Secretary .............................. )Ins. C'YSTIIJA lllITcllF:LL, 
Treasurer .............................• )Ins. GEOHGE ETESBE, 
Press Agent ........................... llfns. F. JI. VALEXTINE, 
,l11ditor ................•.............. llfns. F. F. I,xoTnE. 

In October, 1916, 'J'hc Woman's Political Union was absorbed by 
the Woman's Suffrage Association of New Jersey. 

Ridgewood Democratic Club 

The Democratic Club was organized in 1892. Its original officers 
were: 

President .............................•. T. n. CAVAGNARO, 
Vice-President .......................... Dn. G. lll. OcKFORD, 
Secretary .............................. ,TonN J. l\funrnY, 
Treasurer .............................. FnAXK A. IlAxn:n. 

The object of the organization was to promote Dcmocra~y along the 
lines laid down by Thomas Jefferson, to establish good government by 
the election of honest and efficient men to office, with tl1c greatest good 
to the greatest number and special privileges to none. There arc 95 
members in the club. 

Voters' League 

The Voters' League was organized August 29, 1910. The constitn. 
tion provides, "its object shall be to secure and maintain the maximur,1 
of efficiency in the government of Ridgewood". The adoption in 1911, 
by the Village of Ridgewood, of its present form of government was 
clue to the energetic campaign conducted by the officers and members 
of the League in presenting to the citizens the merits of the common 
form of government. 

Its first officers were : 
/'resident .............................. LEWIS R. CONKLIX, 
l'ice-Presid,·11t .......................... RAllUEL 8. l\lcCunnY, 
Treasurer .............................. FRANK A. TI!A\'ER, 
Secretary .............................. S. S. WALSTnUl!, 

and the Executive Committee which was composed of the above officers 
and John T. Hanks, J. McGuinncss, Jr., Edward J. Miller, Frank F. 
Knothe and Harvey H. Palmer. 

Republican Club 

The present Republican Club was organized in 1912 with-
President .............................. I. E. HUTTON, 
Secretary .............................. FRANK STF.l'EXB, 
Treasurer .............................. W. 0. DIETRICH, 
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It was re-organized on January 20, 1916. 
The object of the club is to carry out most effectively the principles 

and good government as expressed by Republicanism; to further the 
interests of the Republican ticket and by that means secnre the election 
of Republican cnndidntcs. The club hns about 75 members. 

Cilizrns and Taxpayers' ..,1.~.~ociation 

'l'hc Citizern1 and Taxpayers' .Association wns organized in 1913. 
'rhc following were its original officers: 

/'resident .............................. I. F.. IftJTTON, 
l'ice-l'rcsi,lt11I .......................... B. F. Sr.OAT, 
S<'crctary , . . . . . . . . . .............. , .... R. L. FERXBACII, 
Trrnsurc,· .............................. F. L. Door.Y, 
Chairman of R.rcrutir:c Committ,·,· ....... \\". 0, DrETmcn. 

The Citizens' and Taxpayers' .Association is a non-partisan body of 
Yoters and has about 300 members. 

FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 

.Another result of the" get-together" spirit manifested by the people 
of Ridgewood hns resulted in the organization of branches of seYcn 
fraternal orders: 

Fidelity Lodge No. 113, F. & A. ill. 

The Ridgewood Branch of the Masonic Order, established in 1869, 
is tl1c oldest existing organization in Ridgewood. The original officers 
were: 

.lfa.ster .................•.............. ,TonN l\I. KNAPP, 
Senior ll'ardc,1 •........................ RonEnT B. CABLE, 
.Junior 11"artlc11 .....•..............••••• ,lonN A. AcKF.Rlt.\N, 

'l'hc present membership numbers 245. 

Paramus Valley Council No. 1597, Royal A1·canuin 

'rhe Paramus Valley Council No. 1597 of the Royal Arcanum was 
organized in Ridgewood on ~larch 5, 1895, with the following as the 
original officers : 

Regent ................................ TI1:r. F.. H. Cr.F.n:r .. \XD, 
l'ice-Regcnt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... C, C, WEST, 
Past Regent ........................... C. H. EnDY, 
Orator , ................................ T,. F. HALSTED, 
Secretary .............................. n. C. \YoosTER, 
Collector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. L. N. TAn-, 
Trcas11rc1· .............................. S. \Y, OnxE, 
Clraplair, •...........••.....•.....•..... F. H. WHITE, 
Guide •..............................•.• J. H. Oxu::Y, 
Warden ................•.............. E. n. VAN HORN, 
Sentry ................................ F. A. Ross, 

\ '.ALEXA;,(DER BELL, 
Tr11stecs .................••••.••••.• , ) JonN R. STEVENS, 

I H. G. WHITE, 
Rcprcsc11tative to Gtand Oouncil ......... C. H. EDDY 
,lltcrnate to Gmnd Oouncil .............. RF.V. E. H. CLE\'EL,\ND, 
Jfcdical FJa:aminer ......••.............. DR. G. ;\(, OcKFOR0. 
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The original membership in 1895 was 32. It has now increased 
to 303. 

The Royal Arcanum is a fraternal beneficiary order founded in 
Boston in 1877. It has 11 membership of about 250,000 and has pairl 
to the widows and orphans of its members $185,000,000, of which over 
$100,000 has been paid in Ridgewood. 

7'he Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows is a secret, beneficiary so
ciety, having for its purpose the elevation of human character. Whifo 
sick and funeral bcncfib1 are paid, Oddfellowship is not an insurance· 
society and this feature of the work should at nil times be recognized 
as secondary to the great work of the organization which consists of 
"visiting the sick, relieving the distressed, burying tlrn dead and edu
cating the orplmn". It therefore presents a broad platform upon which 
mankind may unite in offices of human benefaction. 

The order in America was founded April 26, 1819, in Baltimore, 
by Thomas Wildey, a young mechanic, and four others. It began to 
grow and to spread into other localities and at the present time it,g 
membership extends throughout the civilized world and numbers 2,190,-
000. Since the year 1830, prior to which no records were kept, $170,-
000,000 has been paid out for the relief of members of the order. 

Ridgewood Lodge No. 260, I. 0. 0. F., was instituted on the after
noon of November 7, 1900, with twelve charter members, Thomas E. 
English, Charles F. Bechtlofft, George A. Stevens, Theodore H. Meade, 
William H. Fogg, John Q. Archdeacon, Frank 1\1. Merritt, James H. 
Salisbury, John G. Hopper, James B. Christopher, John Jl.leCroden 
and George N. Winters. The first four named are tl1e only charter 
members remaining at tl1e present time. 

The first officers installed at the institution were:-
Noble Grand .............•...........•. TtlOl!,\S E. ENousn, 
Vice Grand ..........................•. GEORGE N. WINTERS, 
llecordinr, Sccrclar}/ ..................... ,TOIIN Q. ARCHDEACON, 
Financial ,'frcrctaru ..................... GEORGE A. STEl'ENS, 
Treasurer .............................. FRANK ::IL ;lfERRITT. 

In the same enming 35 were admitted to membership by initiation. 
At present the membership numbers 51. 

Branch 991, Nafional .4.ssociation of Letter Oarriers 

The Ridgewood Branch of this national organization received its 
charter on April 22, 190,t The following served as original officers: 

President .............................. RoDERT CAMPDF.LL, 
Rccrctar!I ......... : .................... PETER R. TlTUS, 
Treasurer .............................. ARTHUR STORMS. 

The purpose of the association is to promote social and fraternal 
affairs, to improve and equalize labor conditions in the service and to 
increase the efficiency of the service. 

The membership consists of the eight regula1· city eaniers and their 
two substitutes. 
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Ridgewood Chapter No. 39, Order of the E11.§tcr11 Star 

The Ridgewood Chapter No. 39, Order of the Eastern Star, held its 
first meeting February 5, 1909, at whicl1 the following were the original 
executives elected: 

ll'ortliy Matron •••....•• , .•••...•••.•.. 11118. ;\[. v. TONKIN, 
ll'ortliy l'atron •••••••••••••••..••••..•. Mn. P. G. DELAllATEB, 
,lssociatc Matron •.••••..•••••..•••••••. )Ins. B. G. ScJIINZEL, 
Sccl'etary ....•........••..•.....•....•• )Ill. w. J. TONKIN. 

Court Midlaml Park No. 172, Fo,·csters of America 

The Court Midland Park No. 172, Foresters of America, was or
ganized on November 15, 1910, and incorporated on May 2, 1911. 

The original officers were : 
Chief Ranger •.•..••.•••••.............. :rum1As Po&T, 
Sub-Chief Ranger .....................•. LOUIS CARLOUOII, 
Past Cliief Ranger ...•...•.............. ,lOIIN :h(AIIR, 
Lecturer ............................... DANU.'I. ;\I. CALKOE.S, 
Financial Sccreta,·y ..................... CHARLES J. ClrnISTO1•1rn11, 
lleeordi11g Secretary ..................... \\'JLLL\ll J. BENJAlll.S, 
Treasurer ............................... lonN UonERTSON, 
Senior Woodward ....................... N1c11OLAS lIEE~ISTIL~, 
Junior Woocltcar<l ....................... Gt:O11uE P1111.1.11•s, 
Senior Bcalllc .......................... AUAll B. Got:-rcnJNs, 
,f1111ior Beadle .•........................ CAIIADDO P. :hlonoAN, 
l'lcysician .••.......••••••.............. Dn. JOSEPH PAYNE, 

.. {IIUUDARD FEIIGliSON, 
Trustees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TonN PmLLll'S, 

JonN R. STOTT. 

The organization has for its purpose the raising and maintaining 
of a fund for the purpose of defraying the burial expenses of members 
und their wives, and the rendering of assistance to members when sick 
and unable to follow their employment, and providing medical attend
ance and medicine. There arc at present 75 members. 

Ridgewood Co1rncil No. 1736, J(niyhts of Columbus 

This order was organized in Ridgewood in June, 1914. It had ns 
its original officers the following: 

t/rana Knight . . . • . . .................. l'Aur, A. :.\lcG01.un1cK, 
Dcp11ty Gram/ Ji.11i9l1t ................... llt:imY ,lonNsoN, 
Chancellor •............................ I'. L. ALHERSE, 
lleeording Scc•rda1·11 .........•............ J. B. TlESKF:Tn, 
Piriancial Scc•,Tl,cry ...................... I. G. Cnowc.EY, 
Treasurer ..............................• r. )loHAN, 
Lecturer ............................... W. W. O'Nt:11., · 
,lclvocatc ............................... T. l'. CoNNOII, 
Warden • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . ........... J. S. ITA:-:D, 
lnsic/c Guard .............•.•....•...... . ,1. II. T11t:Y, ,Tn., 
011tsic/e 011,11·,I ...•.•..•..•...•.......... W. NALLEY, 

{ 

\\'. ;\Ion.AN. 
Trustees .................•.•........ , W. Dt:RMODY, 

,,•. IIAND, 
Chaplain ............................... UEV. P. F. PIXDAR. 

The Knights of Columbus have as their objectives: Charity, Patriot-
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ism, Unity, Education and Brotherly Love. 'l'hc Ridgewood Council 
has a membership of about 100. 

:llUSICAL CLUDS 

Ridgewood is fortunate in possessing two musical clubs, one com
posed of women and one composed of men. Not only do tl1cy encourage 
the study of music but they give four private concerts a ycnr which 
always prove a delight to those fortunate enough to be present. 

The Orpheus Club 

The Orpheus Club wns organized in l!JO!l. Its object wns to bring 
together the male singers of Ridgewood for mutual enjoyment and to 
give private concerts to be supported by the active and subscribing 
members. 

The club was organized with ten active members. 'l'hc following 
officers were elected for the first year: 

President ............................. G. U. Wmn:, 
Vice-President .......................... I". H. PoWLEY, 
8ecretary-Trcasur,:,• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... I-'. F. K:sorni-:, 
Librarian. ..•........................... \\'11.111:n :\lonrus, 
01,airman ltusic Commillcc •............. U. It. Youso. 

The club cl1osc as conductor, Mr. Dewitt. Clinton, Jr., who on Octo
ber 5, 1!!14, was succccrle<l by the present conductor, Wilbur A. Luystcr. 
In the spring of 1910, Mr. Bevier Smith was selected as accompanist. 
'l'wo private invitation concerts were given in May and June of 1!>10. 
'l'he active membership had then grown to fifteen. 

In October, l!llO, the club began its second season by planning to 
give two public concerts each season. An associate membership was 
established. No tickets were sold for the concerts, but active and asso
<'iate members received and distributed them as invitations to the con
cert. This practice has been maintained through the seven seasons of 
the club's successful history. 

The active members consist of 22 tenors and 23 bassos. There is 
an associate membership of 140. 

'l.'he Cecilia Society 

The Cecilia Society, composed of women of Ridgewood, was organ-
ized in November, 1912. Its original officers were: 

l'resi,lcn t .............................. ll ns. ,T. Puncf:r.L, 
Recording Scc.-ctary ..................... Mns. \Yrr.~·nED J(un·rn, 
Corresponding Secretary anrl Trm•n.-cr .... )Ins. lll:Rl!All FRITZ, 
Librarian •.•....•...................... ~Ins. E. R ALLEY, 
,lRsista"t Librurian ..................... :\Ins. C'. F. Osooon, 
Cltairman. of ,lrra11gcmrnf• ............... )Ins. W. IT. HA Dilox. 
Musical Director •....................... llas. lsLIZAIIETH D. L1:oxAnD. 

The object of this society is to encourage the study of music, par
ticularly choral and instrumental music, the study and discussion of 
musical literature and the expounding of such literature by its members 
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and various distinguished musical artists. The society has n member
ship of 200. 

WELFARE ,\SSOCIATIONS 

'l'hc people of Ridgewood have always taken an active interest in 
civic mutters and the general welfare of the community and its citizens . 
. As proof of this conccm, there have developed within the past twenty 
years, eight organizations which arc now doing effective work. 

V11lagc Imvrovement Association 
The Village Improvement Association was organized by the women 

of the Village on November 4, 1897, for the purpose of improving and 
beautifying the Village. The first officers were: 

/'rcsi,Jcnt ....... , . , ..... , , . , , .. , . , ....• )h~~. 1>t: L. llt:nu:n, 
First ricc•l',·,widc11t .................... llas. ALtt-:s lL\CXAUGUTo~, 
.-!ccond rirc-/'n•,id,•111 ... , , ............. )Ins. I. B. Jlurrox, 
Rccordiny St'c1·ct11ry .................... ll1ss JTot:sTox, 
Co1.,-cspo11di11y l/cc1·,·t11ry ................ ~hss C'AIIIIIUAX, 
Treasurer .............................. )Ins. G. U. \\"JIITF.. 

Among the several committees were such as-Children's Auxiliary, 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children and .Animals, Street, Sanitary, Hu
mane, Railroad, Penny Savings Bank, Park, Library and Preservation 
of Natural Beauties. As shown elsewhere in this book, the results of 
the association's efforts arc prominent among the achievements of Ridge
wood's citizens. 

In l!J04 the various committees were disbanded because several ob
jects had been attained as, for instance, the street cleaning anu the 
Kystcmntic rcml>val of garbage. The Library Committee continued its 
work. The Village Trustees allowed the association $300 a year for the 
support of the Library and the Commissioners have continued this 
appropriation. 

The Village Improvement Association was incorporated in January, 
1916, its only activity being the operation of the Public Library. 

The Ridgewood Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
The Ridgewood Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

was organized in 1899 with a membership of less tlmn twenty men aml 
women. Cases of cruelty were then tried in IIackcnsack. The meet
ings were at first l1cld at the l1ome of Mrs. George N. Ockford, but later 
u room in the Library Building was secured and was kept open for 
several hours each day for the purpose of receiving complaints. 

The original officers were : 
l'rcsirlcnt .......................... , ... M11s. C. C'. HARRISON, 
Jo'il'st Vicc-1'.-csi,lc11t ..................... l\t11s. GEollOE N. OCKFORD, 
Second Vicc-Preaidcnt ................... l\l1ss BEIITIIA llfILLB, 
~•11ird Vicc-P.-csi<lcnf .................... :Miss F. G. VIETOR, 
Secretary .............................. irns. F. ,T. IVALTOX, 
Treasurer .............................. )Ins. ,T. C'.,11s11Aw, 
Veterinarian ............... '' '.'' .... '. DR. JlOLDEXIIY. 

On account of death and the change of residence of several members, 
the society at one time became inactive, but was finally reorganized 
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and its charter returned. llcmbership and activities increased so that 
now cases are tried in Ridgewood nnd the Village hns turned over to 
the society the care of all animals. 

During the presidency of l\lrs. II. A. Bonynge, a drinking fountain 
was erected at the intersection of Spring and Maple Avenues and a 
shelter in tl1e town yard wns built for housing animals. 

At present the society is caring for between 200 and 300 animals 
a year, besides handling numerous complaints. 'rhc society is also 
working hard, with the assistance of the Semi-Centennial Committee, 
to raise funds for a handsome gmnite combination drinking fountnin, 
designed by :Mr. II. E. Padclon, to be erected in the Plnzn. 

ll'omrrn's 1l11xilillry lo /hr, .1'01111y Jfr11 •.~ Christian As.~ociation 

The "'oman's Auxilinry to the Young lien's Christinn 1\ssociation 
was formed for the purpose of assisting the Y. :.\I. U. A. and its work 
for young· men. It was organized on October 14, l!J02, with the fol
lowing officers: 

President .............................. )111s. H. )[. \\'1xAxs, 
Pfrst Vicc-l'r,·•itlc11t ..................... )111s. T. F.. Ilu·n-ox, 
Reco11d Viec-l'rcsi<ic11t .................•. )Ins. C. V. R. llERDAX, 
l'iecretary ........•..........•.......... )Ins. A. P. C11ou1'EH, 
Treasurer ........................•..... )l11s. F. K. )IA1'1'11Ell'S, 

The mcmbersl1ip consists of 220 mothers and women of the Village. 

Social Service ,issociation 

'rho Social Service Association, originally called the Relief Society 
of Ridgewood, wns formed ns the result of the co-operation of l\lrs. 
II. II. Palmer, :Mrs. S. D. Graydon and :.\Ir. F. F. Knothc. l\Irs. Palmer 
had been active in relieving suffering in Midland Park and Wortendyke 
and llrs. Graydon hacl been caring for needy families in the Village. 
While doing this work they conferred with :.\Ir. Knothe, who asked 
several men to join him in providing a nurse to investigate and relieve 
conditiohs in Ridgewood. '!'he result was that the Village Improve
ment Association called a meeting of representatives of all churches 
and organizations in Ridgewood and the Relief Society was formed on 
February 24, 1909. 

As the constitution states, the objects were: 
1. To foster harmonious co-operation among the various religious and 

benevolent organizations of Ridgewood and dcinity and to avoid the 
overlapping of relief work. 

2. To investigate all applications for relief, to dispense adequate relief 
for suitable cases and to procure work for needy persons. 

3. To repress mendicancy. 
4. To promote the general welfare of the poor by social and sanitary 

reform and the inculcation of habits of providence and self-de
pendence. 
Every department of the society's work is completely severed from 

all questions of religious belief, politics, and nationality. 
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The first officers were : 
Presirfrul ............................ , . ~lus. li', 1:. )\No·rut;, 
J,'frst l"icc-l'rcsi1/c11t ..................... :\!us. DE L. IlElllt:R, 
,"lcco111l l'icc-l'rcsi,fr11t , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , .:\Ins. TI. "'ORTENDYKE, 
Sccrr/11r11 .............................. )Ins. R. W. JIAWEH, 
'/'1·,•11.,11r,•1· •••.•••.•.•••••••••••••••••••• :\IRR. ,\. C. IlROOKF.S. 

In lfl12, the work of the society warranted the help of a tmincd 
social worker for part time, and the Board of Education engaged the 
same worker for part time as school nurse. Later each organization 
secured a worker of its own. 

On :\lay 6, 1!)13, the Relief Society was incorporated under the 
name of Social SCJ•vicc .Association. 

In l\fay, }!)16, there were 42!) members. 

Villflyc Chrisl11111s 'l'rcc ~1ssoci111ion 

'l'hc first Village Christmas '!'rec was held at the l1omc of l\Irs. A. 
E. 'l'olkamp on East Ridgewood ~\ venue, Christmas, 1!)0!), at which 
time she and her daughter, l\Irs. W. H. Haddon, having conceived the 
idea, provided gifts for a few worthy children, about ten in number . 
.A like celebration was l1eld the following year, the number of children 
increasing to about twenty. In 1!)11 the number having grown too 
great to be accommodated at their home, a number of ladies were inter
ested and Prospect Hall was secured for the festivities. 

The following year the entire mutter was assumed by the Village 
Christmas '!'rec Association of Ridgewood, wl1irh lrncl been formed with 
the following officers: 

l'rcsirlc11t .............................. :\lies. E. T. \\"111Tt:. 
1'icc-l'rcsi1/c11t .......................... :\111~. n. A. f:AIIIIEII, 
Sci,rctary-Trca•11r,·1· ..................... :\I 11s. E. K. HnO\n:11. 

'l'he association 110w c•onsis1s oi about. !1:i mcmhc1·s, embracing every 
church and section of Ritlgcwood. 

'l'hc recipients, 110w uumhcring about 200 <!hildrcn, are barred by 
11eithe1• creed nor color. 'l'hc work is <'Hl'l'icd on entirely through the 
generosity of tlJC Ridgewood people and the energy and tireless work 
of the members of the association. 

Uppcl' Riclycwoocl ~lssociation 

In 1!)10 when a number of newcomers settled in Upper Ridgewood, 
they, togc1hcr with a few old residents in the neighborhood, organized 
what is now the Upper Ridgewood Association to which every resident 
of Upper Ridgewood and Wastcna Park is eligible.· The object of the 
association was to improve that new residential section of Ridgewood. 
:Meetings were held with frequency whenever the wants of the com
munity demanded them and everyone contributed his efforts for the 
general welfare. 

The first officers of the association were: 
l 1rcsirlcnt .............................. LoLJN CUAIILE, 
l'icc-l'rcsidc11t .... , ..................... CnAnt,t:s FAIRCUll.ll, 
Secreta,·y-Trcasurer , ........•.• , ••••••.• JonN l~OLllAB. 

153 



RIDGEWOOD, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW ,TERSEY 

Fcdel'aled Men's Club 

The Federated i\Icn 's Club of the ehurehcs of Ridgewood was or
ganized September 27, l!JlO, by the following delcgatcs:-Rev. C. P. 
Pearson, C. S. Chapman, G. W. Martin, L. Wardell, A. E. Tolkamp, 
W. J. Dowling, J. W. Boylston, W. C. Zabriskie, Dr. W. T. Whitner, 
T. J. Foster, Rev. C. 0. Wright and G . .A. Sclmiblc. 

The following officers were elected: 
President •............................. T. ,T, l'osn:11, 
rice-Prcside11/ .......................... ll,,ur.t:Y l'onu • 
."/ecretary •............................. II. S. \'JXC'EXT, 
Treasurer ..... , ........................ l'. I'. ll1t0Ac11. 

This organization has a long list of good deeds accomplished to 
its credit, some of which include practical attempts to better the con
dition of the colored population of our Village, and advocating the 
use of school buildings for ch·ic, social, and educational purposes after 
school hours. 

The organization lrns also been instrumental in establishing and 
maintaining a camp for boys from the slums of New York where they 
can have at least two weeks of life in the open. Mr. C. S. Chapman 
labored faithfully and efficiently fo1· three years us chairman of the 
committee who had this camp in charge and i\Ir. W. U. Green has had 
charge of it for two years and greatly enlarged the work which ]ms 
the support of all the people of Ridgewood. 

This organization has ever been ready to lend a helping hand to 
those in distress and has labored diligently to curtail the liquor traffic 
evil, to foster the Big Brother movement, to complete a card index of 
the religious standing of the people of our town-and, in fact, lmvn 
tried to do what they could to make our town a better place to live in. 

The Ridgewood Olwptc1· of the ,1mel'ican National Reel Cross 

During 1898 the Village Improvement .Association undertook to 
conduct during the summer Red Cross work and provided many arti
cles for the sick and wounded, but it was not until .August 16, l!Jlli, 
that a Ridgewood Chapter of this national institution was organized 
through the efforts of the Hi<lgewood Bmnch of the National Sccmity 
League. 

The original officers were : 
/'resident .... , ..... , ................... )In. ,J. II. llt:xx1xo. 
l'icc-Prcsidc11I , ................ , .....•.. )Ins. ('. 11. EuuY, 
Secretary ............ , , ...... , ......... ,Ins. T .. T. J'osn:11, 
T.-rasurcr .............................• ~In. W. IT. JIEXUIIICKsox. 

The officers, with the following, constituted the Executive Commit
tee :-Mrs. J. L. Averill, :Mrs. H. C. Christianson, ?!Irs. \V. D. Ferres, 
Mr. W. E. Remington, and Mr. G. N. Orcutt. 

During the summer of 1916, the Surgical Dressing Committee, under 
Mrs. J. L . .Averill, made 915 yards of gauze and muslin and 23 pounds 
of cotton into bandages. 

There are 21 active members, 1 sustaining member and 1 life member. 
PUBLISHER'S NOTE: The 1·e11wrkuble 1·es11lt of this chapter in in-
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creasing ifs membc,-ship in the early pa,-t of the year 1917 to ove,- 2,000, 
or 28 per cent. of the population of the Village, placecl Ridgewood as 
holding the record for the most successful campaign for Red Cro$s 
membc,-s ei•e,· held ill any city or town in the United States. 

SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS 

To in<licatc the interest the people of Ridgewood have in the schools 
and welfare of their children in their educational pursuits, mention 
may be made of the parents' and teachers' associations which co-operate 
with the schools. The fact is noteworthy that tl1is co-operation results 
in better work on the part of tlic student and a greater understanding 
on the part of the parents and teachers. 

,llumni ..Jssociulion of the Ridgewood High School, Ridgewood, X. J. 
Although interest in an Alumni Association was first aroused in 

1902, it was not until June, 1911, that such an association was organ
ized. At that time Everett Shutts was elected President, Edgar Wand
less, Vice-President and Secretary, and Miss Grace E. Jones, Treasurer . 

. At a re-organization meeting held in September, 1916, a constitution 
and incorporation papers were accepted and a Board of Trustees was 
elected. 

On December 28, 1916, the association was duly incorporated and 
a Board of '£rustccs was chosen. :\Icmbcrship in the association con
sists of: 
1. Regular graduates of the Ridgcwoou High School. 
2. Students who l1ave left high school after having completed at least 

two years' study and who make application for membership to the 
association secretary. 

3. Honorary members who may be elected by a two-thirds vote of the 
active members of tl1e association. 

4-. Members of the High School Faculty and Board of Education who 
arc honorary members as long as they arc actively connected with 
the high school. 
'l'hc general purpose of the association is to promote and stimulate 

an active interest in and among tl1e members in all tlmt pertains to 
the welfare and progress of the alumni and tl1c high school body gen
erally. 'l'hc definite aim is to establish a scholarship for that member 
of the senior class of the Ridgewood High School who, in tl1e opinion 
of the committee, deserves it most and who has fulfilled certain condi
tions specified by the Alumni Association. 

J(cnilwol"lh l'arcnts, u11d Teachers' Association 
'l'hc Kenilworth Parents, and Teachers' Association was organized 

on February 12, 1912. At that time the following were elected officers: 
/'resident .............................. llu. E. 0. Gnovm, 
l"icc-l'rcsidcnt .......................•.. llns. G. H. N1cKP:nsox, 
Sccrcta,·y .............................• llns. D. W. BOYD, 
7'rcas11rcr .............................• lln. C. WooowoRTn. 

The object of the association is to provide facilities for bl'inging the 
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teachers and parents into a closet• relationship, to secure more perfect 
co-operation in advancing the moral, intellectual ancl pl1ysieal welfare 
of the pupils and in furthering the cause of education in the commun
ity. The association hns a membership of 67. 

Monroe l/ome a11Cl School Association 

TlJC Monroe Home and School .Association was organized in Novem-
ber, 1915, when the following officers were elected: 

/
1resiclcnt ......................... , ... . ,J. ,T. GLY~~, 

l'icc-l'resi,lc11t .......•.•..•..........•.• UA:-<IEL R. 11Aco:., 
Sccrctary-Trcas11rcr ...............•....• )l111s EL17.AB~'TII STUIIOESS. 

The association hns grown to a membership of 170 ancl has as its 
object the co-operation of the parents with the teachers ancl the school 
for the welfare of the children. 

Citizens' High School .lssociation 

On December 15, 1915, a committee of 150 citizens was organized 
at the high school and was known us the Citizens' High School Com
mittee. The following officers were elected: 

Oltairman .............................. . GEOJmE ).I. ~c111~z1-:L, 
Secretary .........••..••.•.••.•........• Et'<lEXE A. ~Kl-:IIAX, 
Trrasurcr ........................ , . , ••• HAnn:y E. \\'mT:.t:Y, 

and the following Exccuth·c Committee: 0. B. Surplcss, Frederick 
Pfeifer, T. J. Foster, Charles H. Woodman, Clarence Stewart, R. T. 
Wilson, W. J. Klug, Harold F. Dana, George H. Nickerson, Thomas 
P. Connor, C. D. Ireland and B. D. Forster. 

Subsequently the committee resolved itself into a permanent or
ganization and the present membership of more than 450 consists of 
the parents of all high school pupils and all residents over eighteen 
years of age who desire to join. '!'here arc no dues. 

The objects of the association arc to bring before the people of 
Ridgewood the needs of the public school system in general and the 
needs of the high school in particular and to form a medium by which 
the teachers may be brought in contact with the parents of the pupils 
for their mutual understanding and benefit. 

ANTl-1,ll~UOII OIWANIZA'rIONS 

Local Option League 
In 1914, cc1·tain men of Ridgewood leamcd to their great astonish

ment that all states excepting New Jersey llllCl Pennsylvania had pusscd 
local option legislation, by which the people through majority home 
rule coulu control the licensing of the saloon. '£his knowledge pro
voked inquiry as to whether this condition was the will of the people 
of New Jersey or whether it was the result of the vote having been 
scientifically controlled against them. 

In that year a petition signed by 2,000 voters of Bergen County was 
presented by a delegation of Ridgewood men to their assemblymen, 
praying for their affirmative vote on a Local Option Bill about to come 
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up in the .Assembly. Ench of the three Bergen County assemblymen 
replied that he would vote 11s his constituents wonted him to. .As not 
one of them rcco1·ded his nitc in favor of the bill, it become appnrent 
thnt the people would hn\'c to muke their will known before the pri
maries and election, rather than 1o wnstc time nnd effort in attempting 
to do so afterward. 

The subject then hccame n 11111Ucr of \'Otes, the all-potent factor in 
politics. Ridgewood citizens for1hwith organized the Bergen County 
Local Option Lcngnc-Ridgcwood Brunch, with the usual officers, nn 
executive committee of 17 nnd a general committee of 100. The fore
most citizens of the Villngc lined up behind the movement. The matter 
wns carried into otl1cr sections of the county nncl similar leagues were 
organized in several nnmicipnlitics, with working committees nnd unit~ 
in still other sections. The response c,·crywhm·c to the movement was 
immediate nnd nggrcssivc. 

In due time, rcprcscntati\'cs of nll the lcngncs were brought togetl1c1· 
ut n meeting in Ridgewood nnd a central organization 1."110\vn as the 
Bergen County Locul Option Lenguc wns formed and shortly afterwnrd 
incorpornted. 

1\roman's Christian 'L'c111pcl'Clncc Union 

The ·woman's Christian 'l'cmpcrancc Union was organized in Ridge-
wood in 1\£ay, 1915, with the following originnl officers: 

l'rcsiclcnt . .•.........................•.. :\Ins. l'n,\XK H. Y.1u:xT1xE, 
Rccorclin11 Secretary ..................... )Im<, lTF.snY W. DA\'T.Is, 
Corrcspon<ling Sccrct,u·!I ................. )Ins. 1'. L. TI.111.t:Y, 
Treasurer .............................. DR. LYXOA E. TI. STAFF, 

.. , . . . )In~. ITrnnEnT R,1wsos, 

{

:\lnR. WILLIAlr L. PLATT, 
:\In~. l'n.1:-:K H. WmTF., 

1 ,cc-1 ,es,dcnt., • · · · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · )lnR, Cu.1nr.Es G. WELTI, 
)Ins. n. F. DECKF.R, 
'.\In~. ,T. II. w,,no. 

The organization has for its purpose the abolition of the liquor traf
fic and its kindred evils by menus of churcl1 organizations, public senti
ment, suffrage, litcrahn·1>, Pdueation and training in pnhlic schools, and 
the press. 

There are nt present ,rn active members, three houomry members 
and three well-wishers. 

THE RIDGJ::\\"00D MEDICAL SOCIET\" 

The Ridgewood 1\£cdical Society was organized in the fall of 1911 
and incorporated under the Laws of the State of New Jersey. Its object, 
as set forth in the constitution, is "to advance medical science, promote 
friendly relations among its members, to educate and protect the public 
in preventive medicine and l1ygiene, and to saiegunrd the material in
terests of the profession. 

"Every legally registered physician residing and practicing in Ber
gen County and who is of good moral and professional standing shall 
be eligible for membership in the society. 
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"Regular meetings shall be held on the third Wednesday in ench 
nnd every month at 8 :45 P.1\I. at such pince ns from time to time mny 
be determined by the society." 

From its inception the society hns been 11. success, nnd its value to 
the profession 1111d to the l'ommnnity has been noticeable. .At ench 
meeting some interesting scientific topic hns been discussed, mnny times 
by men from neighboring towns und cities wl10 lmve presented papers 
nnd lectures, this being followed by light refreshments and general 
round table talk and social intercourse. 

Under the able administration of its officers, the first President 
being Dr. W. L. Vroom; Secretary, Dr. W. C. Craig; and Treasurer, 
Dr. George 111. Oekford; and on through successive administrations, 
the society hns grown and dcYclopcd, its membership including all the 
physicians in Ridgewood, Ho-Ho-Kus, Waldwick, .Allendale, l\Iidlnnd 
Park, and Wyckoff. 

ORGANIZATIOXS !'OR YOUNG MEN 

.Although Ridgewood is not a place where evil flaunts itself, it, 
nevertheless, takes the precaution of protecting its young men. Tho 
two most excellent institutions of their kind in the country have 
branches in Ridgewood. The Young lien's Christian Association and 
the Boy Scouts of America arc indeed organizations of which to be 
proud. 

The Young lllen's Christian Association 

The Young Men's Christian Association, having ns its objective, 
the spiritual, social, mental, and physical welfare of men and boys, 
takes up its work where everything else leaves off and utilizes leisure 
hours, unemployed time, and idle hands. Its work is mostly accom
plished in the afternoons and evenings when the schools and business 
places are closed. 

The Ridgewood Association is wielding a wonderful influence not 
only in our own village and county, but also throughout the whole 
state and is one of its strongest organizations. 

It was founded in 1902 with a few members. Judge Cornelius 
Doremus served as its first President during 1902 and l!l03, and until 
1906 the association occupied space in the Old Town Hall (Opera 
House). 

The Association has grown steadily, until it has attained, during 
the past four years, to the position of first rank in the State of New 
Jersey, in proportion to population, having nt the present time 56!) 
members, 254 of whom are between the ages of 12 and 18 years, known 
as juniors and intermediates. 

The most notable advancement has been in the Religious Depart
ment and fully 80 per cent., of the boy membership, is enrolled in the 
Bible study classes. Of the 73 members taking the international Bible 
examination in 1916-17, all passed with an average of 95 per <;cnt. 
and 13 passed with 100 per cent. This remarkable showing places· our 
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association as first in New ,Jersey and Rcventh in the United States in 
Bible study. 

The prcsmt building, erected 011 Oak Street in 190G, is G5 by 90 
feet aud with the athletic field occupying n space 225 by 500 feet lends 
to the various activities and serves to produce effective work in all 
departments. The total property itwcstmcnt is $32,500 free of all debt. 

The Jewell system of pmifying the 20,000 gallons of water every 
2-l hours is a great attraction the year round and is in constant use, 
as it insures an absolutely elem· swimming pool for the members an<l 
their friends. Aside from this great attraction arc two bowling alleys 
where unusually high scores arc rolled, the gymnasium of liberal di
mensions, the pool and billiard tables, the chess and checker boards, 
the rending room with 37 weeklr and monthly magazines, and the new 
library with a few lrnndrcd volumes. 

The athletic field has a most cxc<>llcnt baseball diamond, two tennis 
courts, and an eight-lap trnck, w11ere the games of many of the organi
zations in town arc held. This increases the usefulness of the Y. l\I. C. A. 
nnd makes ·it a community affair. 

Early in :\Iny of each year the baseball team takes up the summer 
activities nncl with its weekly attraction presents most excellent enter
tainment to the people of Ridgewood and vfoinity. Fully 5,000 attcnder1 
the games during the 1!)16 scnRon. The Y. l\L C. A. team iR strict]~, 
amateur, but plays the stronJ!Pst scmi-profcssionnl teams. JtR l1est year 
was 1916, when it won 15 games, tied one, and lost four. 

Boy Scouls of America 

A branch of t11e Boy Scouts of America was organized in Ridgewood 
in 1910. The original officers were: 

President ............... , .............. 11. I ... RoE, 
Vicc-Pre.,ident .......................... F. F. KNOTIIE, 
,'Jccretary-Treasul'CI' .......•..••.•.•.•••• G. A. SCIIAIBLE, 
Commissioner ............................ E. B. LILLY. 

Through the kindness of the Young Men's Christian Association 
the scout work was started in their building. As the membership in
creased more room was needed and in May, 1916, the Boy Scout organ
ization moved to its present headquarters in the basement of the Re
formed Church, the use· of which was kindly granted by the consistory. 
Through the generosity of their many friends, t]1e scouts were enabled 
to secure proper equipment to carry on the splendid work in a much 
larger way. 

The 70 scouts composing the organization are divided into three 
troops, each under the leadership of a capable scout master. Each scout 
is graded according to his accomplishments as tenderfoot, second class, 
and first class scouts. 

The object of the organization is to develop the boys morally, men
tally, and physically. The adherence by the boys to the scout oath and 
scout law are ways in which the objective is attained. 
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COMMERCL\L ORGANIZATIONS 

The Boal'd of Tl'11de 

The Board of Trade of the Village of Ridgewood was organized in 
1904 with James W. Pcnrsnll, President; Henry L. Patterson, Judge 
Cornelius Doremus uml Peter G. Zabriskie, Vice-Presidents; '\V. J. 
Fullerton, Treasurer; Walter W. Wilsey, Recording Secretary; and 
W. L. Dooley, Col'l'espomling Secretary. 

The Publicity Dcpurtmcnt of the Board of Trade in 1905, first 
under the direction of i\I. T. Richardson and Inter under Collingwood 
Gordon, inaugurated one of the first campaigns conducted in the New 
York newspapers by a New York sulmrb. In this connection an at-
1rnetivc illustrated booklet, written by Henry P. Phelps, went through 
three editions and wns distributed to ahout 15,000 people. 

As a result of a suggestion of one of its members, I. E. Hutton, a 
movement was started in 1906 to sccmc for the Village the property 
now forming the cnst Plaza which, with property acquired by the Erie 
Rnilrond on tl1e west of the railroad. enabled Ridgewood to pave the 
way for the handsome new station improvements which were secured 
during the administration of the prcNcnt :\[nyor, tl1c Hon. D. A. Garber. 

Charles Mulford RobinNon, a recognized expert in town planning, 
wns engaged to make n personal inspection of Ridgewood nncl to sug
gest n system of public improvements. His report was published by 
the Board of Trade in 1!108. This organization disbanded seve1•al 
years ago. 

B11.~i11c,q,q ilfru •.~ ,L~.qnci11/ion nf Ridgewood 

'l'hc Bnsincss :\Icn 's . .\ssoeiation of Ridgewood wns organized on 
November 6, 1!116, by tlll' following officers: 

/1rrsirlc11t ............................. . nt:onm-1 R. Yoe:--H, 
Ficc-l'rcsidcnt ......................••.• I. F.. lll'TTOX, 
Trcasm·cr .............................. 11~:nn:Y TEnnt:xE. 
Rcrortlin!T .'kcrctaru ..................... ('. C. YAX ]~~nmncm. 

'l'his ussocdation, which will be incorporated as soon as the necessary 
papers ure filed, wus formed to promote friendly business relatiom1 
between the business men and the public; and in a broad sense, to use 
its influenec in any nnd every way to help dc,·clop and advance the 
best interests of Ridgewood and its people. 

The membership hns not ~-ct been completed hut it is estimated that 
there will he about 100 members. · 
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CHAPTER IX 

BURIAL PL.ACES 

PARAl!US CHURCHYARD 

T HE oldest burial place in Ridgewood is that ud,ioining the Paramus 
Church, the ground for which was giYen to the consistory of the 

chmch by Peter Fuuconicr in 1730. It is not known when the first 
burial occm•rcd here, though the earliest edifice having been completed 
in 1735 renders it probable that interments took place soon after. Many 
of the memorial slabs bear the murks of age and many of the inscriptions 
arc nearly obliterated. It is here that many of the earlier settlers as 
well as patriots of the Revolutionary \Var are buried. 

VALLEAU CEllETlsRY 

The Vallcau Cemetery occupies a plot of ground opposite the Par
unms Church C"-icnding back from the Saddle River and is intersected 
by Harrison Avenue, Frmiklin Tumpikc and the \Vest Saddle Rivet· 
Road. The only part of it which lms been used up to the present time 
is the section bounded by Harrison Avenue uncl Franklin Tumpike. 

With the exception of a small section purclmscd from David G. 
Ackerman, the Innd embraced in the cemetery was given to the Con
sistory of the Reformed Church of Paramus in 1750 by l\Ingdalen 
Vallcau, daughter of Peter Fauconicr, in wl1ose honor it is named. 
At this time an exchange of land with ,John Ackerman bccnmc neces
sary to determine definitely its boundaries. 

The cemetery was incorporated in 185!) and in November of thnt 
year rules and regulations affecting its management were adoptctl, to 
which the committee made additions in December of the same )'ear. 
It is now one of the most beautifully appointed burial plners in the 
county and its monuments ·and carefully maintained grountls hear 
witness to tl1e tender memories clustering around it. 

TRUE l!EFORMED CUURCH CEllETERY 

On the corner of Ridgewood and South Pleasant Avenues and in 
the rear of the edifice of the Kenilworth Presbyterian Church is locntcd 
the cemetery of the True Reformed Church, which was established by 
that society on a portion of tl1c land donated to it by David Van Bu~
kirk about the time of the building of their edifice in 1858. Since that 
time, however, the edifice has bern sold to the Kenilworth Prcsbyterinn 
Church, its present occupants. 

Since its establishment the bmial place has been used as a pince 
of interment by many of the oldest families of the townsl1ip. 



CHAPTER X 

SUlE\IARIZED F~\C'l'S, STATIS'l'lCS AND CHRONOLOGY 

.\vernge altitmle ..................................................... :!OU feet 
Distance from New York .••. · ......................................... 22 miles 
'l'rnins between New York nm) Ridgcwuml ......................... More thnn 70 
llonthly commutation to New York: $7.75 or .00587 per mile. 
Estimated number of comm11tcrs to New York .............................. 1100 
N c,,•spnpers, ,,·eekl~· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Number of telephones in sen·ice Decemher 1, 111111 ..............•.......... 2230 
Church organizations . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . 13 
Schools ( including High) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Schools in construction (High) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1 
Hchools ( Privnte) . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . 2 
Public Library .......................................... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • 
Jfospitnl, complete ( l'ri\·nte) ............................................ . 
Cl1mks •. ..... ....... ..•... .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . ...... .. .. .... .. . .. .....•...... 2 
nui1clh1g Lonn Assorintions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !l 
Y. ~I. C. ,\. (C'omplt•tely equipped nm! free from cfoht) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 
,\rea of Yillng<' .................................. a.110 s,11111re miles or 3030 neres 

STUEETS 

Villng,,_Imprm·ecl b~· m11c:11l11m or hrick ............................. 2!1.14 miles 
Villagi,-Uuimproveil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.04 
County Rone!~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . i!.20 
Private ..•........................................................ 17.22 

Totnl ....................................................... 50.50 miles 

POl'lTLATIO~ 

lRRO .......................• 500 l!lOii ........................ 3080 
18110 ........................ J0,17 
1!100 .................... 21185 

l!IJO ..............•..•....•• 5416 
1015 .................••.... 072!1 

NEW umrns 
AvcrUJ:C 
per y~nr 

1875 to JRRii 
JRRii to 1805 
1Ro;; to moo 

Avcrnµ-e 
per yenr 

.......... 2 to 3 
.•....•..... R to IO 

........ IOto20 

1007 to llll I ................. JOO 
1012 to Inlii ................. 3ii 
1010 •......................... 50 

TIITAJ. l'HOPEUTY YALUATJOX 

Year T..n.tul Rulldlng11 Personnl .AutomoJ1llu11 1•utnl 

JOOi ············ $1.2.)H.285 ,1,o:is,2;a $324,075 $:l.521,5:Ja 
JOOS ············ J..1111.12r. 2,535,500 35'1.750 4.381.3i0 
1000 ············ 2.-1,"i7.5;jl 2,802,525 43-1,;soo ii,i84,870 
1010 ............ 2,720,776 3,276,225 477,870 0,482,877 
11111 ············ 2.R.17,100 3,514,425 403,541 O.R5ii,OOO 
1!112 ............ :1.112,Ri,6 3,773,025 553,!103 7,430,873 
101:J ············ :J.!lii-l,ii40 4,000,175 ,Hl,R0i $102.3~0 R,02R,Ri2 
)!)14 ············ :1.:1:1~.283 •l,274.523 620.073 1110,700 8,280,500 
1!115 ············ :i.:1111,:ior, 4,418,2i,O /iRll,R:15 140,8:!ii 8,617,!lOO 
1016 ············ :1,:102,1110 4,!i20,000 014,!142 rnr,,11111 S,fi02,712 
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The tnxnble prop,•rty in the Township of Riclgewoocl in lSiO, the first yenr ns 
sucl1, wns ns follows: 

Amount tnxnhlc to resiilc•nl, of thr Township............. $008,710 
.-\mount tnxnhlc to non-1•psi1lt•11ts of the Tnwnship . . . . . . . . li5.250 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $783,000 

Nmnher of polls .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :103 
Nnmher of clogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 

Amonnls to lm rnisc,I in the Township: 
f-tnte GP11t•r11l Tnx .................................... . 
l 'onnty 'fox .......................... '. ............... . 
llonclt•cl l1c•ht nn,I Tutc•rcst ............................. . 
f-tntc S,•hool Tnx ..................................... . 
l'oor ~rnx ........................................... . 
Honcl Tax ............................................ . 
Township ........................... • •. •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Totnl 

$1.2:15.0i 
2,l05.3iJ 
1,-1211.13 
l,GI0.51 

403.811 
1,000.00 

200.00 

$8,0411.05 

In nclclition lo the 111,o,•c, the School Districts ,·otcd to rnise a Special School 
Tux, ns follows: 

District No. GI-Wholly within the Township . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,600.00 
District No. 45-For tll<' pnrt in Ridgewood Township.. . . . 2i6.58 
District No. 26-1-'or the, pnrt in Riclgewoocl Township..... 8.14 

Totnl Specinl 'l'nx voted by District on property in 
Ridgewood Township . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,S84.i2 

DEnI\"ATION OF LOCAL NA)IES 

RIDGEWOOD-Acloptecl becnuse of its npproprinteness, in 1866, nt the suggestion 
of Mrs. Corneliii Dnvton. 

RERGEN-l'rohnbly fro1i1 "Rergen op Zoom." nn important town in Hollnncl. 
C:OD\\'INVTT.Ll,-From Ahrnhnm Godwin, of Rc,·olntionnry memory. 
H0-110-KUS-Onn source sn)'S from Jnclinn wore! mcnning "cleft in the rock": 

another nut11orit~·, from Indian word )tr.hoklmkus, "red cedar." 
llOPPERTOWN-'fhc former nnme of llo-Ho-Kus, from the fnct of its enrly settle

ment by the Hopper Fnmily. 
PAUA)IUS-l'rom Tnclinn, Pere1m•ssing, l><•cnn•c of the nhunclnncc of wilcl tnrkrys. 

l'irst white settlers cnllccl it "Prrcimesse." · 
8Al>DLB lUVER-Proh11hly from Hichnrcl Sndcllcr, n purchn•c•r of lnncls from 

the Jncli11ns in l674. 

A CHRONOLOGY OF TUE VILLAGE OF nmm;woou 
1G!l2-'111c lnncl in the Pnrnn111s section of Riclgcwood wns pnrchnsccl from the 

lnclinns hy ,\lhert Znhrowski or Snborawcski. 
1682-Province of New ,Jersey clividecl into counties-Riui:ewoocl then p11rt of Essex. 
IIISi-A grnnt of lnncl wns mncle hy the Lorcls of the Province to Snnrnel Kingslnud, 

of five lmnclrecl ncres, in which is now Riclgewoocl, l,etwrcn the Ho-Ho-Kus 
Brook nncl Snclclle River nncl n portion extending westerly to the Heights. 

llltlG-!l'he snh, of the snme trnet of lnncl was mncle to l'etcr Johnson for thirtv-two 
pounds nncl ten shillings. • 

1608-The snme trnct of lnncl enme in possession of ,Tolinnn Van Emhurgh. 
liOO-'fhc first hoi_ise wns hnilt by ,Johnnn Vnn l~mhurgh ncnr l\Inplc Avenue aud 

wn.s clc•mohshecl nhont 1805. 
l iOO-Ilonnclnrics of counties changed, Riclgcwoocl becoming pnrt of Bergen, town

ship of Rnrhncloes. 
1725-The Pnrntnllfl Clmrrh cougrt•gnt.ion comnwnc1!d worship in 1i25 or enrlh,r. 
1730-First school cstnhlishecl in Pnrnmns sc•ction. 
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PAS'l.' 11ND PRESENT 

I i:16-Pnramus Church wns erected on Jund dm1,,t-,d by l'etcr J,'anconier. In e.'<• 
ehnngc Jw received in pcrJ>etnity two sittings. The buihling wns used 
during the Revolntion us " hosJ>il11l auul prison. The present building wns 
erected during the ye11r 1800 1111d remodelled in 1875. 

liiill-::llugd11lcn Vullc1111 giLvc 111ml for the Vnlle11u Cemetery opposite tho Po.rnmus 
Uhurch. 

I itli-Frnnklin Township, contnining Ui<lgewood, set olT from Bnrbn<loes Township. 
I iiO-A schoolhouse wns crccl<>d at the junction of Harristown nn<l Rock rands, 

just south of the Gnrret I. lloppcr residence, now used ns n. dwelling nnd 
within the present limits of Glen Rock. . 

liiii--John l.'cJI, of l'nrnmus, elected Ch11irmnn of Bergen County Committee of 
Snfety. 

I iiO-Wnshington encnmJ>c<l nt J'urnmus after his victory nt ::l!oumouth, nnd later 
in the year. ..\gnin nl l'nriuuu• <luring liS0. 

Gcnernl Ucath encamped nt l'urnmus. 
Gencrnl George Clinton cucum1,ctl nt Purnmu:q nh10 in 1 i77. 

liii-Coloncl }IcClnughcy t!Ucumpctl ut PurnmU!$. 
Colonel Aaron Jlurt nchicvcd lirst milit:iry sucec'Ss near Pnrnmns. 

I iiO-::llajor Henry T.ec-He1ul1Jn11rtcrs nt PlLrnlllus. 
Wnshington 11r111y c:111toned during August from Fort Definnce lo Pnmmus. 

lil!O-Lor,I Stirling-llend'luurters 11t l'11rnmus. 
Attuek on lluckensuck 11111! l'nranms by British, who returned to New York 

Uity with nhout llfty prisoners, 111ostly citizens nnd members of the 
militin. 

li85-A schoolhouse wns built nt the l'arnmus Church. It was rebuilt in 1S10, 
1820, 1846, and lSil, nnd wus discontinued in 1005. 

1800-First grist mill built. 
1818-Tho present oldest citizen, John B. Vun Dien, wns born in Ridgewood. 
1823-Tho l(cuilworth Collcginte l'hurch wns org1111ize1I ns the True Reformed 

Dutch Church of l'nrnmus. Present building erected in 1858. In 1870, 
reorganized ns ](enilworth Church, u111l chnnged to the Prcsbytcrinn 
<lenominntion in 1808. 

IR20-Loc11lity nftenmrd known ns Godwill\"illc--nameil in honor of Abro.hnm 
Godwin, of Ucvolutionnry 111cmory. 'L'hc oldest rond in Ri<lgowood, nnd 
ussocinted with the historic dnys of the lli,volution, wns known ns the 
Godwinvillc !fond. IL is now cnlletl Hiilgewoo,1 11111! Godwin Avenues. 

1840-Ccnter of pl'es1•11t site of Uidgewoo,1 only eontnincd one house. 
1848-The l~ric Hadlroad, then known 11s l'ntcrson 11ml H1111mpo Unilrond, opened 

through Ridgewood. 
1850-First store st11rte1l tLbout this time nenr the station by Albert Hopper-nenr 

where the Hutton Building now st11111ls. 
l8ii3--C!Lptain Snmucl DlL) ton p11reh11scd the Vnn Emburgh Estnlc, comprising n 

largo part of Uidgcwornl, 11ml st111·ted the first development nnd snlo of 
plots. Other purchnscrs during the snmo yenr were Snmuel Gmy1lon nnd 
n. 11. Robinson. 

The V1111 Emburgh, Hopper 11111! Westervelt propea·ties included almost the 
,•nliro ground of the pl'escnt Uidgewood. 

18611-Fil'at milro:ul stntion built by the ~"<'sidents nud known as Godwinville. 
IH00-l'irst shn,le tree planting nlong \"illnge Iliglnmys by C11ptnin Saunucl Dayton, 

Snmucl Grnydon, ,\. T. C11mernn, A .• J. Zubriskie, Hiehnrd Vnn Dien nnd 
ll. 11. Robinson on their ::llnplc A\"cnue properties. 

L°hl"i•t Chmeh w:is orgnnized. Cornerstone lniil in 1S05 011 Valli Dien Avenue. 
!Si~ the bnil,ling wns removed to Frnnkliu Avenue 11111! Cottage Pince. 
Present builtling completed in 1000. 

1801-Ol<l Glory waved on Pnrnmus l'hnrch until close of Ch·il \Vnr. 
1802-Citizens of \"ieinity left for Fed,•rnl Service with 22nd Regiment, New Jersey 

Infnntry. Returned in 1803 nftcr nine months' service. 
1805-l~irst Postmnster wns Benjamin F. Robinson, with n. snlnry of $10.00 per 

year. Present site cstnblishcd in 1012. 
l!ltHI-The Birth of Ridgewood. Present n11me ndoptcd bccnuse of its nppl'opriate

ncss at sugi:estion of Cornelia (Mrs. William) Dayton. 
l~irst Village streets Jai<\ out. 
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180i-First dwelling erected, after streets lnid out, by T. Y. Terhune on Onk Street. 
First private school estnblisltcd by l~rederick Kidder in house now owned by 

1\1. '1'. Richnrdson on North Van Dien Avenue. 
1808-Amclia Barr, the authoress, estnblishctl private school on Nortlt Ynn Dien 

Avenue. 
18011-Fidelity Lodge, l.'rec nnd Accepted ::llnsons, orgnnizetl. 
18iO-Present Ridgewood Jlousc hotel established by J. W. Halsted. 
18i2-Franklin House hotel established on present site of JUdgc1coo,l X c1cs. De

stroyed by fire of ISSI nnd ne,·er rebuilt. 
A brick schoolhouse ercctecl on Union Street. This school building wns the 

only school in center of Ridgewood until Beech Street building was com
pleted in 181!5. It wns then nlmnd9nc1l ns n. school nnd rented, llrst to the 
::llctbodist Church nnd then to the Colored Church. It wns torn down in 
1003 to mnkc pince for the present school building. 

18i4-Ridgewood Avenue House estnblishcd. In 18i0 destroyed by fire and rebuilt 
srunc year. In 1803 remodeled and present nnme--Uouclr•re H1111se--ndople<l. 

18i5-First Reformed Church estnblishcd. Building con1pleted in ISii. 
Extensive additions hnve been mndc in 1800, 1000 and 1014. 
First and only pnstor to tho present time--Rcv. ,J. A. Ynn Nesti!. 

lt!iO-Ridgowood Township set otr from :Franklin Township. 
18ii-l'rivate school estnblishcd by :Miss Rebecca W. Hawr,s. 
I 878-Dr. John '1'. De ::\Jund first physician to prnctice in nuw the Village of Ridge

wood. 
11180-First orgnnizcd tree planting on laighwnys. Trees were gi\·r,n by I. W. 1'~ngl1111tl 

and set out under the direction of B. P. Robinson nnrl ,J. W. Edwards. 
18!12-l'irst telephone snbscribe1· wns Garret Vnn Dien, then l'ostmnster, at 211 \Vest 

Ridgewood A,·enuc. 
·n,e African M. E. Church established. First lmilaling erecteal in 1885. Present 

building erected in lO0i. 
1884--Judgo Dr,vid D. Zabriskie first lawyer to prnctice in Rialgewood. 
1885-Ridgewood Builaling and Loan .Associnlion orgnnized. 
1888-Wells :Fargo Express office cstnblished. First 11111c11d11mizcrl roods were built. 
1880-Parish of the Church of our Lady of Mount Carmel established. First builal-

ing erected in 1800-prcsent building completed in 1015. 
Opera House (Town Hall) completed. 
First ncwspnpcr estnblisherl by Wm. J. Tonkin-7'1,c Jlidgc1coorl Xcu:s. 

1801-Emnumuel Baptist Church organized. J,'irst church structure dcdic,1ied in 
1802 and present one in 1012. 

Co-operative Building and Lonn Assoeintion orguuizerl. 
Village Inn constructed nnal opened. 

1802-Police Department cstablishctl. 
Democratic Club organized. 

1803-Rialgewood Club or~anizcal. 
Electric light was mtroduccd. 

1804-Villnge of Uitlgewood incorporntctl, ut which time Glen Uock and ::lliallunal 
Park, previously pnrt of Uidgewood, bPc1Lme scpnro.tc boroughs. 

Dr. Walter Van Embnrgh first dentist to prnctice in the Villnge. 
1805-Purnnms Valley Council, Royal Arcanum, orgnnize,l. 

The Unitnrinn Society organized. 
Bonrd of Hcnlth estnhlished nud aluties performed by Villnge Trustees. 
Historical displny in Uidgcwood under nuspiccs of Bergen County llistoricnl 

Society. 
Beech Street lligh School lluilding opcncal. 
:Methodist Church founded. Buililing erected in 1000. 

1800-l'ire Department organized ns Protection Hook and Ladder Company No. I, 
with Dr. Walter Van Emburgh ns Chief. 

l80i-Villnge Impro,·cment Association organized. 
Present system of garbnge collection cstnblished by Villnge Jmprovcmcut 

Associntion nnd tnken over by Village 'frustecs in 1003. 
,Junior Order Uniter! American llleclannics org,rnizcd. 
Public Library estnblishcd by Village Jmpro,·cmcnt Associnlion. 
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PAST AND PRESENT 

1811S-White Stnr Club orgnni1.l'1l, Inter hecnming the Town Cluh. 
A second newspnpcr-Tl1c Jli,lgc,cood Ilccord-estnblisl1cd by L. N. Tnft, Inter 

succecdcd by Tho Ri1/gc1coo,I Ilcrald. 
ISll!l-First Nntionnl Dnnk opened. 

First issue of llirlgc,cood Jfcrald. 
11100-Public Wntcr Snpply, Gns, nm! Gnmewcl\ 1,'irc .-\limn System were inslnlle,I. 

Rnmnpo Vnllcy Chapter, Dnughters of The Revolution, organized. 
Lnst tire of n. disnstrous chnrneter. 
l~ngle Hose Company, No. I, orgnnizcd. Lnter clumged to Hose Compnny No. I. 
l'rnctice cstnblished of plncing signs on hous,•s contnining contagious disenses. 

\!101-Ridgi,wood Golf Club orgnni1.ed; Inter merged with Ridgewood Country Club. 
Trees plnntcd by citizens 011 Franklin, Godwin, nnd Ridgcwoo,l .-\\-cmll's, 

through efforts of Villnge Impro,·cment Associlition. 
1!102-Y. M. C. A. wns foundc'<l. Present building erected in 1000 nnd entirely 

clcnr of debt in 1010. 
Wom:m's Auxiliary, Y. ~!. C. A., organized. 
Privnte School cslnblishcd by ,Jn.mcs B. Pnrsnna. 
Pnrt c,f Orvil Township nddc1) to northenstern portion of Ri1Jgi,wo111l. 

1!1113-Sewernge System inatnllcd. 
:!'.!nil delivery by cnrricrs wns commenced wilh three cnrri~r•. 
Old Union Strci,t ~chnnl lluihling 1lcmnlish1•1J nml n. new one 1,r1•cl••1I nncl 

occupied in 1005. 
Pnrnmus Vnllcy Photographic ,\ssocintion orgnnize<I. 
J-'irst Church of Christ Scientist, orgnni1.cd. Builtling tletlicated in 1!112. 

Jfl0,1-llonrd of Trude orgnuized. 
Hiugl!\vood llrnnch Nn.tionnl Associntion of Letter Cnrriers orgnnize,I. 

100,i-Ilethlchem Luthernn Church in1mbn1rn.ted. 
:\lount Bethel Ilnptist (Colored) Church orgnuizcd. 
},'our-room school buildings erected nnd occupied on Kenilworth Pince, Union 

nnd l!onroe Streets. 
)!JOO-Ridgewood Trust Compnny opened. 

First Ilonrd of Ucnlth n.ppointe,l. 
11107-Glen Rock Building & Lonn ..\ssocintion orgnnizeil. 
I 1108-Tltc Arro,o, n. pcriodicnl of the Ridgcwo0<l High School, cstnhlishe,J. 
IIJO!l-Tltc Editor mngnzine moved to lU.IJ,.>eWood. 

Ridgewood Chnpter, Order of Enstern Stnr, org1u1izcd. 
Villnitc Shnde Tree Commission established. 
Ileli<'f Socicly wns orgnniz,,,l. In 11113 nnme chnngcd to Socinl Service Asso-

ciation. 
Third District Court opened hy Judge Cornelius Doremus. 
Orpheus Club organized. 
\Vomnn's l'lnh cslnblishecl. l'cderntcd in l!llO nu<I incorporntetl in 1014. 

lnlO-Uppcr Ridgewood Assoeintion orgn11izc1l. 
J,inwoml Pnrk dc,licnt"'l on .\rhor Dn.y 111111 mnrkcd tlte beginning of n l'nrk 

Sy•tcm. 
Kenilworth nm) :llomoe Sheet Schools were cnch enlnrgc,J from four to 11h11' 

rooms. 
:S-orth Jersey Rnpitl Trnnsit Compnny trolley rond wna opened. 
l'irst celehrntiou of the 4th of ,luly wns hcltl hy the lndepcmlencc Dny Asso-

cintion. 
Voters' Lcngue orgnnized. 
Ridgewood Country Club orgnnizc,J. 
Rrnneh of Boy Scouts of Amcricn organized. 
The Federated )!en's Club of the Churches of Ridgcwo0tl orµ1111izc1l. 

I !I I I-Commission Government cstnblishcd. 
Alumni As•o,•intion, Ridgewood High School, orgnnizcd. 
Ridgewoo,I :lledicnl Society organized. 
Court :Midlnml l'nrk, Foresters of Americn, orgnnized. 
\Voodrow Wilson, then Go,·ernor of New Jersey, nddressc,I citi,cns during 

politicnl cnmpnign. 
Dnniel A. Gnrbcr electe,l OrsL )In~·or. 
ITnrrison Avenue School complctecl. 
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:.\lunicipnl Bnilding erectc,I. 
Ridgewood t'onutry l lul., and llidgewoml llolf l'lnli consoli,lntcd under the 

nnmc of former. 
11112-The Cecilia Society orgnnizcd. 

l\.eni1worth Parents nnd Tcnchers' ..:\ssocintion orµnnizcd. 
Woman's Uul., of Upper Hidgcwood or::;nnizcd. 
Ucpul.,licnn Uni., orgnnizc,I. 
,Jnnior Auxilinry, IJnughtcrs of the Hc\'olution orgnnized. In HJJ:l nnmc of 

Penelope rnn l'rineips Chnpter, ,Junior Sons und Dnughtcrs of the Jlcvolu• 
tion, ndopt,•11 mul change,I in llll-l to 'flwodosin. Burr Chapter. 

Upper Ridgewood l'rimnry School started. 
White Stnr Athletic Uuh nnme chnnged to Town Uuh. 
West Side l'ollcgiatc Church orgnnized, l'rc•sent building creeled in 1013, with 

nn ndditiounl wing in Jll15. 
Ridgewood e11fortnine1l on .\In~· 25th n l'rPsidcnt of the t:nited Stnlcs, for thr. 

first timi, in its hislo1~·, in the person of Presid1,nt \Villium Hownrrl Tuft. 
PresPnt Post OJJicc nuiltling rirt-etNl aml occupied. 

JIIJ!l-Upper Ridgewood l'o111111unity Church 8ocir,ty orgnnized. 
College Club ( Womnn) orgnnizcd. 
Womnn's Political Union orgnnized. In l!JJH ul.,sorl.,ed t,y the Womnn'a Suf

frnge Associntion. 
Citizens nnd To.xpnycrs' ..:\ssocintion orgnnizetl. 
New High School site nnd Athletic l'ielrl-licermnncc Pince anrl Ridgewood 

Avenue, wns purchnscd. 
Three portnhle school houses were plncc,1 on Beech Street school grounds. 
Pnrnmus Chnpter, New .Jersey Society, Sons of the American Ucvolution 

organized. 
\Vest Side Collegiate Church dcdicntcd. 
Compnny L, 5th Regiment, N. G., X. J., formed. 
Osmnn Building completed. 
Rirlgcwood Country l'luh House opened. 
Town (')uh mm·rd to ll<'W •111nrters formerly occupied hy Ridgewood Golf (')uh. 
Pin~· House opened. 
Opcrn House rchnhilitnted. 
Police dogs introd11c.-c1l h,,· Potirc Dcpnrtml'nt. 

1!>14-Ridgewoorl Council. !(nights of C'ohnnhus, or;.:nnized. 
Locnl Option Lcnµ-uc orgu11i1.P1l. 
Old elm nt Jfo.Jfo-Kus mnrk,•d hy Hnmnpo ,·nll,•y Chnptcr, D. R., ns n route 

of Wnshington·s Arm~·. 
Tnh1et plnc!~c..l h)" Xcw ,h-rsu:,· Societ:,·, S. A. n., in conjunction with Pnrnnms 

Chapter Xo. Ii on Pnrnmus Church to commt•morntc e>'ents of the He,·oln
tionnrv \\'nr connccterl with ils hislorv. 

Garden i ·111h or Hidµ-rwond orgnnizPtl. · 
Lcnguc for l"renti\'e Work organized. 
Recorder's ('om! estnhlishe,I. 
\Yilsc~· Builtling co111plr•tcd. 
lfoformerl Church Honse completed mu! 1lcrlicnted. 
Enst Sirle Auto Hus Line esbhlished. 
Puhlic Hcr\'ir.e Hnilwn:,· Compuny~s trolley line to Pnt,!rson op111w,I. 
Firlelit~· Lnrlg,•, Frei, and Acc1•pte,I ~lnsons purcl111•1•d old Town l '!uh •1mirtcrs. 

IHIQ-Citizem1' clinnl!r to mcmhL•rs of G. A. H.-!Wth Auniversnry of cm1wnting of 
pence l.,ctwccn North nnd South. 

:.\lonroc Home nnd School Associntion orgnnize,J. 
\\'omnn's Christinn Tempcrnnce Union orgnuized. 
Ridgewood Hiflc (')uh orgnnized. 
Portion of 11orthwt•l-ltt•r11 part of Hicl:,.rPwmul nmwxed to Orvil Township. 
< 'nntrnct uwnrch•d for 1ww stntion nncl surronnclinsr improvements. 
)lnple A,·,•nnc imprrm,il-111,w Amnsitc rondwn~·• Glen Rock to IIo-Ho-Kus. 
C'hurch of Our Lndy of )lount C'nrmel, ncw building completed. Prospect nnd 

llurlson Streets. · 
JOW,-Terhunc's nml ,Jnckson's Wl'st Side Auto nus Lines cslnL,lisherl. 

Community Christmas J'rstiml estnblished. 
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l 'itize11:;' High 8t"lwol .-\i-oo;ol'inti1111 otgnnizetl. 
\"it,tnri:t Schuol for Litll<! Chiltlrcu <!slnlilislte<I by :\liss Vivia Victorin 111111 

mimed in memory of lll'r mother, :\lcltn Victorin. \'ietor, the nuthoress. 
'/'1,c m,l9c1coud 1'i111<·s cstulilished by J. Douglns Gessford. 
Truuseonliuentnl Telephone Demonstration ol'cr linL'S of the Americnn Tele

phone & Tulcgrnph l'ompnny hch\·<•en ltitlgcwoml, Snn ~.,rnncisco nnd Pnsc· 
d,•nn, l'ulifornin. The first time in history that olliciu.ls of the llnsouic 
Or<ll'r <•xh•JHIP«l ,·c1 hul ~Tcctings to each otllC'r ncross the Continl!nt. 

Sl'lni-l'L•11tcn11inl . .Association inc11rpornted. 
:,;chool Jlonrd reduce<l by citizens' vote to tlvc memh1!rs. 
l'ri•1mredness llnss ll<-ctiug by citizens muler Um uuspie,•~ of Xntiounl Security 

Lcng-uc. 
lln~· );urscry opened. 
l 'ompnny L, Fifth H1•µimcnt, X. G., X .. J., in Ft•clcr!II St1n·ice on lfoxicnn 

Horclttr, slntiom.1d ;,11. Oongln'i, Arizona. 
I 11fnntilr Pnrnl~·sis Epillcmiti; Hitlg,•wootl nnlil'tetl with ot1ly one cn!-'t', not 

fnllll. 
l:itlgt>wrnul l'hupter, .Amt•ricun ltl'd l'ros!;, orµnuizcc.1. 
l1rntlli l'ros'iillJ,!S nt. lli«lg-cwootl, c:mlwin nml Frnnklin AnmtteM nhulishc1I. 
Xcw Eric Station, Goclwin nwl Frnnklin A\'t'tntr. 11111h•rJut!-'F1PS op11nrd to the 

public. 
Xew Upper Hitigt•wootl School cump)ctctl. 
lh1si1wss )Jen's .l\~socintion organized. 
Vt•cl"rntion of \Vomnn's t'lnh~ of New .ler~ey lwhl semi•nnnunl meeting in 

Hidgewno,I under the nuspiccs of the Womnu's Cini, of Ridgewood. 
Emrnnuuel llnptist Church cef.,brntcd 2i>th Anni\'ersary. 
Hrouml Lroken for new High School on lfocrmmtl'l' l'lnce. 
01,1 Hnilroiul Stntion remo.\'cd from former sit,• tu point below Ackcrmnn 

.-\n•uur on Wl'~t bottrul trncks nml turned into fr1•iµ-ht ~tntion . 
. Tohn II. Vnn Dien, lliclirewnnd's ol<lcst citizen, c1•lc-11rnlP1l his !18th birthdnv. 
Slnµnn ncloptc,I hy Scmi-(\•nl~nuinl A•socintinu-TO LIVE-LIYE' I~ 

nmcmwooo. 
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APPENDIX 

g!'tllli;: C!Ctntrn a tal a~£Sociation 
Ridgewood, New Jersey 

VILLAGE COMMISSIONERS 
D. A. G.\IUIEI!, :i\foror 

c;~:omm u. Wmn: DR. ,JonN n. II01•n:I! 

ADVISORY BOARD 
(,~:ol!m: F. Bl!ACKETT 
T. ,J. FosTEI! 

DEWITT CLINTON, ,Ju. 
W. J. l~UJ..J..El!TON 
l•'REDEl!ICK l'FE1n:1t 
.J. JI. SNYDElt 

lb YLY HIPKINS 
F1uNz Sc11wARTZ 
S. S. WAJ..STRUll H. G. WmT~: 

J.', z. llo.rno 
J.C. lloGART 
,Tost;Pn Tons1m 
J. II. CURISTOPll>:tt 

l'. A. Dl>IOCK 
II. G. S,11T11 
C. C. J\hu~~ 
W. S. l\foonE 

~f1t'i. B. lt Au4F.Y 
Mus. C. F. SnF:F.Ts 

.J. D. VAN E1111 u mm 

OFFICERS 
CORNELIUS DonE11Us, Chairman 
G. M. SclllNZEL, Vicc-Chnirmun 
WILBUR :i\{ORRIS, Secretary 
S. S. ,YAJ..STRU~r, Treasurer 

EXECUTIVE COJ\IMITTEE 
Cons•;L1us D<mE!ltt:s, Chuirmnn 
G. )f. Scmszt:L, \'icc-C'h11irn11111 

:\Ins. C. H. Ifony 
)Ins. w. I>. PEUlltC~ 
II. W. CASu:n 
WILIIUII l\[0111n,1 
)Ins. C. )I. \".rn, 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
II. W. CAsLEU, Chairman 

W. l'. Scll>l!DT, Vicc-Clmirmnn 
C.H. Gnt:t:N 
D. ll. Dt:sF.sm-:rmY 
A. GA,mu: 
W. W. WrLSt:Y 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Jb:vn:n s,11T11, Chnirmun 
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P~tST .AND PRESENT 

The Semi-Centennial Songs of Ridgewood 

RIDGEWOOD MARCHING ON 

Air-"Bnt.llc Hymn ur the Republic." 

Fifty yenrs hn,·e we been wniting £or the 
coming or this day, 

With ils joy nnd pride nnd glory lhnl shnll 
never fnde awny; 

For ourselves nnd £or our children hn ,·e 
these blessings come lo stny, 

While the ycnrs go mnrching on. 

Chonis 

Glory, glory, hnllelujnh! 
Glory, glory, hnllclujnh! 
<.lury, glory, hnllel11jnh! 
1-'ur Hidgewoml"s mnrching on. 

Gud has bri,·cn us a country thut is ht•nu-
tirul 11ml rr,..,, . 

Ancl the bnnds or sled thnt hind us, n•nching 
nuw from sen lo scn, 

:'llnke IIS brothers or nil nnlions-tlmse 
thnt nrc nnd nrc to ht~ 

As the ycnrs go murching on. 

Chorus 

Ours the tnsk lo kl'ep our freedom in its 
purity nnd might; 

Onrs to grow in strength 11ml l1<•n11ty, fr•~• 
our lnnd Crom c,·cry blight; 

Ours lo share with wt•nkt•r brothers t•\'t•ry 
hlessing in our sight, 

\\"hill? the ycnrs go mnrl"11ing on. 

Chorus 

Lcl our watchword then he O J>rogn•ss ·· 
toward the highest nml the best. 

Till we rcnch the gunl we stnrt for, Id us 
never pause lo rest, 

Living, loving, working, singing, with n 
gludncss nnd n zest, 

While the ycnrs go marching on. 

Chorus 

Sing we now for dl'nr old Ridgewood, 'tis 
the best town tlmt we know; 

Let us work for it uml lu,·e it. wherever we 
mny go; 

1-~vcr forward, ever onward, ever upwnrd 
n111y it grow, 

As the years gu murching on. 

Chorus 
-Currie E. Jo'oht•s. 

77 Sunset A ,·enuc. 

RIDGEWOOD'S NEW STATION 

.\ir-" :'llnrching Through Gcorgin." 

J..,t us sing a joyous sung, now the tusk 
is done, 

Sing it us we ought tu sing it, fifty summers 
young; 

Sing it so the echoes shnll resound our 
hmm•s among, 

Uiclgcwoml"s new Stntiun is splendid! 

Chorus 

llurrnh, llurn1h, just sec whnt yuu cnn sec! 
Jlurrnh. Uurrnh, it sure looks good tu nw. 
So we join in one nccord-no one enn dii • 

ngree--
Itidgcwoml is proml or the 1-~ric! 

\\"c·vt• got n dnndy Station nnd wc\·c got u 
tinnily town; 

We"ll luwc II dnmh· High ::x-hool nml the 
tuxes will c11111e· down; 

We m-cd n l'uhlic Lihn1ry tu deck our civic 
c•rown.-

Ridgcwuod is pruml or its people! 

Chorus 

Fifty years ugo to-dny we hadn't much to 
IJOust; 

Our Duteh nnd Swedish forefathers were 
honored nt the most; 

We ncwr dreumed ur bigness thnt enme 
on us lik~ 11 host, 

While they were murching to Ridgewoo1l. 

Chorus 

Truly th,•rc urc muny lwrc who scarce 
cnn holil their !curs 

When th,•y see this "crying need"' wc0 \"e 
hungered for for years; 

L,·t us nil be unrestrained nnd gtcct it "ith 
'"three rhccrs "-

Ridgewood is proud of its Stntion! 

Chorus 

How the good old-timers swore the thing 
could nc"cr he dune; 

llow the newer residents grew nuu.l und 
puked their run! 

They little knew the blarney or Yirginin's 
fn vorcd son-

lti,lgcwoml is proud of :'lluyor Gurhcr! 

Chor11s 

-,John .J. Glynn. 
:'llclrose l'lu,·e, .July, 1!110. 
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