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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

T:tE lili.o.l rcbtion which I sn.<t:linod tow:,.rd the suloject of the 

fullowing- skrtch, :LI hi! t-IJest ::-on in the pastorate o • the F:1ir6.eld 

Chnn-h. wn.s [troh~hly tbe rca.c;on why the dtity of prc:--.chin~ n Func­

r:t! Discour.-e :it his h:arial w:a.!li: :is::-i;neJ to m:n:clf. I was :i.ftcrw-:mls 

rr-qnc,.tcd by mt-mheMl of bis fami.!y :ind other:- to farnish n. copy of 

the Sermon fur public:1.tion. This I eng:g-ed to do~ provided matrri:a.1 

could bcohujneJ for .improTiog tbt" biographic:1.] notice ,rhich formed 

pcrh:1rs its only noint of interest. Da:t"ing- b.ad only tbc -...ime <,f the 

c,enin~ hcfore the fncernl for p~p:ir:i.tion, I reg:i.rdeJ. its historic:i.l 

clcb.il:ot n.11 too imperfect to be pb.ce,l into permanent fo:nn. The 

m:ittc-r "·hi ch I h.u,·e since found, bas enahlctl me to ln:l.ke :!-tlrb c:or­

rections a.nd enlargement. that I <lo not re~d it proper to claim for 

the 1,resent y,roduction :n.ny identity with the Fuaer-J..l Di£ir-ounic. I 

h!l\"C· then-fore dropped the form of n. Sermon~ nnd in i~ pla.cc I hrre­

with present to my ben-:n·cd fril'ni.ls thi.;a ·· lil•morial"' of their l'enc­

rutc<l a.ml g-lo-rilict..i parent, n.n atTect.ionate triLute to h!i; memory, and 

n. testimony to tbe grace tha! w-a.s in him. 

ll. B. II. 

l* 





MIDIORIAL OF REV. ETHAN OSBORN. 

PART I. 

FBOll ms BiltTII TO ms OllDnl'A.TJC:.. 

Wno- we laicl the remain;; of the sainted father, 
of whom I "'--rite, in their last re;;ting place, a 
Christian mini;;tcr strctehc<l his hand o,cr the gra,·c 
and said-" Mark tl1e perfect man, and behold tlie up­
right, jf.>r the end of that man u peace!" Around 
him stood an audience-in num~rs almost an 
army-but it is bclie\"Cd there wa.~ not a heart 
among them all to withhold the rc;;ponsi,c •• A::in:x." 
Whether we consider the length of time during 
which such a character was borne, the uniformity 
with which it was sustained, the blending of enc~,y 
and ino:ffensi,cncss in ac.-tlng it out before the 
world, or the consistency of the various e:i..--pcrienct•s 
and act.~ which make up the life, we arc imprt•,;,.;c,l 
with the propriety of applying the highest Scrir,tnral 
terms for describing the good man, to the late Fair­
field Pastor. We adopt them, not in their unquali­
fied meaning, but in the comparati,c ;;cnsc which 
alone justifies their application to beinf_rs this :;ide of 
hea,cn. 
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A stranger, brought for the first time into the 
company of Father Osborn, would obsen-e an ili of 
gener:il goodness and Christian simplicity in his 
speech and deportment; but he might wonder what 
were the striking traits-the i;trong ;;alient points of 
char:icter-which created his high reputation, and 
presen-ed it in growing strength through more than 
two huma.n generation;;. Clo,,cr intim:icy would 
reveal the ..ecret of thi;:; wnnder. The strength of 
his character did not lie in indindual traits. an<l 
this memorial of his life will have little to sav of 
salient points. In the unity of his excellence,,; lay 
the hiding of their power. His life, as a whole, 
'\l"3S a striking life. All its parts revealed the ever­
present influence of Dinne grace. In the intirua­
cies of home or out among men, in sacred or ~ular 
duties, in seasons of fcsfr1.;ty or in the chambers 
of the dying, in the church or in the worl<l, his 
demeanor was uniformly marked by habitual com­
munio!l with God. It is true, there were fine traits 
in his mental constitution; still we feel our chief 
indebtednes8 to the grace of God that was in him, 
for the predous fragr-.mcc of his memory. 

Rev. ETllA.'i OsBOR~, the s11l~cct of this memorial, 
was born in Litchfield, Connecticut, August 21, 
li58. I am indebted to one of l1is relatives resid­
ing in that place, for a few statistics respecting his 
fumily, which his near friends will be glad to see 
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prcscl"\"cd. The remarkable longenty which the 
rc-cord exhil,it.~, mil also engag'-' the attention of 
the ;.r..,ncr.11 rea<ler. 

His futher, Capt. John Osborn, died .January i, 
1814, agc<l eighty-si....-: years. His mother, (niai<lcn 
1i:une, Lois Peck,) <lic<l No,ember 28, lSW, agc<l 
eighty-sc,en. They were the parents of nine chil­
<lr..,n. fi,c of whom died at ages r.1nging from 
>"c,en~·-ninc to ninety-nine, 'riz: John, who !lic<l at 
tl1c age of se,en~·-nine; Ethan, ninety-nine; Elia­
da. cighty-si....-:; R..,bccca, (::\Irs. Samuel Seymoure.) 
eighty; an<l Elizabeth, ()!rs. Ebenc::er lfar~li,) 
seventy-nine. One daughter, Anna, (~Ir,;. James 
Riley,) <lied at the earlier age of forty-Si.'\'.. Two 
children <lied in youth-Heman, while a member 
of Dartmouth Coll,·ge, at the age of nineteen, and 
Lois, aged twenty-one. There is one sumYor. :Mr:<. 
Thalia Kilbourn, ·widow of Whitman Kilbourn, 
now eighty-one years of age. in goo<l health. an<l a 
regular atten<lant at church in Litch1icl<l, three 
miJ..,s from her home. 

It may not be without interest to giYe, in this 
place, another table of longeYity among the early 
frien<ls of )Ir. O"born. It was communicated to 
me from the necrological records of Dartmouth 
Co11egc, through the kindness of ReY. John Rich­
ards, D. D., of llano,er, (N. H.,) the scat of the 
College. Of )Ir. Osborn's c~s, seYenteen in num­
ber, ele,en are known to ha,e dic<l ·at the following 
a;.res rei<peetinly: :\Ir. Jacob Oshorn, (cousin to 
Etlian.) sixty-two: R,-,·. Chrii<topher Pag,·. sixty-
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four; Rev. Gilbert Tennent Willi.mus, sixty-four; 
Rev. Solomon Aiken, ,.._.,enty-fi,t>; Re,. Willi.mu 
llontagnc, :'C,l'nty-~ix; Uc,. John Wil<ler, se,enty­
eight; Rev. Nathan Church, eighty-two; Re,. Wtl­
limn F. Rowland, eighty-two; Re,. Thoma;; Gro,.;s, 
eighty-four; Re\". D-.iriJ Porter, D. D., eighty-nine; 
Rev. Ethan Osborn, ninety-nine. Almo,,--t cotcm­
poraneously with the Jeath of llr. Osborn, a colll-·ge 
a.s.--ociatc of a prerious class, Re,. Zechariah Greene, 
of Hempstead, L. I., at the age of ninety-eight Yl-'lll'S. 

p:t."'sed to the world of spirits. 
The records of lir. O,-born ·s early life are few. 

There are almost none liring to tell us the incidents 
of his childhood and youth, or e\"en his entrance 
upon public life. lly chief resources for his pcr­
i,onal hi~-tory until the :lir.,"t thirJ of the Juration of 
his pa;;tor-.ite h:i.d e:1..-pired, are two auto-biographi­
cal di:<eourse:<. anJ his occasional reference to the 
e\·cnts of that period in con,ersation with myself 
or othera who haYe favored me with their recol­
lections. 

In the year 18:?:l, lmrin~ been the Pastor of the 
Fairfidd c.-one-'Teg-.ition more than thirty years, be 
g-.1Yc to the pl'oplc an account of his life and labors 
up to that time, in the two discouracs mentioned 
above, ]>reached on con.°'l-'<:Utive Sal,haths, using for 
bis text, Acts xx. IS-'• Ye know from the :fil"St day 
that I came into Asia, after what manner I have 
been ";th you at all season:,."* These i,ermons will 

* For :1. copy of the first of these dis<"OUJ"Sl'S-the most import:i.nt, 
been.use re:u:-hin:; Lnc:k ht>yond a.11 oth<'r ml'llDS of inform.1.tilf1-I n.m 
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contribute largely to the ruuTllth·e which follows. 
He approacht.-<l his ;.ultlect through the following 
apology for bringing him.self 50 prominently into 
the pulpit-an apology which the re:ulcr will not 
re<p:u.-e, when it is remembered th!l.t he had even 
then filled out an ordinary d:iy and generation of 
ministerial labor. 

"HaTing li-red and !Abored :i.mon:; you in the goopel ministry 
for more th:m thirty yeo.r,., it """""' rea,.onable that ,re should 
tnke a brief re-rie,r of the ;:round ,re h:l-re tr:s-relcd .,..-er. :1Dd of 
GoJ'• dealio~ with us. It is hoped tb:u such a re-rie..- may 
d'ord Ill! some 1""801ll! of u....,fu) instructiun. The :;enera.! desi;,;t1 
of th""" di.-cour.,es i• to by before you .ome of the principal 
e-ren!I! which b:L,·c occurred during my residence 11D1ong yon. @d 
:i.• I pas• :uoo:;, to express my thoughts @d opinions re.p<-cting 
them. This I ,b:ul do with the utmo.i freedom. :ind •hnll per­
bap• disclose to you •ome of my oecret thoughts which ha-re 
ne,·er yet been made known. The time bas arri-ret.i ,rhen I ha-re 
notlun:; to fe:ir from "'1Ch a frank disclo..ure. My moti-r<"S uf 
:1,:t.ion. my regard or disreprd of your welfare, are known to God, 
@d must ere lun:; be known to ;roan.elves, ,rhetber I •~ them 
out ur not. You ha-re been eye and c:>r .,,.itoes,e,1 of the principal 
e-rents of providence :1Dd :;nice which ,re •h:ul re-ric-.r, :,.nd th=kll 
to God! many of yuu h:l-rc been hem witnes,es by your o,rn 

happy aperiencc." 

Ile then introduced the review of bis pastoral 
lahon- with >'Otne notice,; of his childhood an.I youth, 
induding his early reli~riou,; eiq>erience, and his 

indebted to the cnre of J. Barron Potter. X. D., of Bridgeton, whose 
rc,·ereot.ial regard for its author lN him mnny yt"ars n.go1 to ~('Cure 
it from. the obli\"ion which otberwi~e would prohu.bl,y hnn~ bt•fallen 

it.. The last I waa fortunate enough to find a.moog the manuscript.; 
of Yr. Osborn. 
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cntmnee upon the grc:i.t work of his life, the min­
b'tty of sah-:i.tion. The account ;111t,;t have l><.-en 
highly welcome to hi~ people of that d:i.y, but his 
ginng it W:15 e,;pcci:illy prondentw.1 for us, after thi;. 
1:i.pse of thirty-,;ix more ye:u-s. lkginning with Lis 
childhood in Litchfield, he prcx:ccds-

"My condition :uid l!Chool educ:ition ,re,e lilte those of other 
children in 111y Dl!.ti-re place. I ...,.,,. fa.-ored. tba!lks to God! with 
religioas po.rentll :uid a religious education. lly parent,, are 
i;oue to their long b0tue. aud I trust •I~ in J e,<us. They trnined 
111e in the habit of attending pal.lie worship, but for some yea.rs 
I ,rent to 111eetiu;::: r:i.ther reluct:uitl y, or ng:.iu,,t 111y incli=tiou. 
Some al:i.nuing pro\"ideuces unpressed my Dlind with serious 
tbou:;bto of death aud the judgment.* This wu perhaps before 
the a;;e of Dine or t'lfel.-e yenrs.t After 111y serious unpres•ions 
began. I ,rent to religioua 111eetings ,ritbout pcrsu:,sion or dri..-ing. 
I then went, not to - and be 11eeu, but to be:u- the word of God, 
and to lean, bow I 111nst e.cnpe the ,rr:,.th to come and ohwn 
eternal life. The Sabha.th beciune a IDO!!t welcouie dlly, which I 
tried to keep holy, lUld impro\"e for my best spiritual iutcl"e!Sts, 
for this wu my principo.l concern. Compared with my soul's 
aalntion, e.-ery a1lilir of this life nppeared low llDd trifling. 

" A.bont this time I beg:IUI oecret pr:,.yer, which I have coutiuned 
IDOre or less to this dlly. though I lllD COlk«cion• tha.t I bnTe often 
been too remiss in it. * * * * I felt conscion• tha.t the eyes of 
Ule Lord were upon me, :.nd I fnlly resolved cnrt·ful'.y to nvoid 
whatever would incnr bis di,pleasure, and to do whatever my 
CODl!Cieuee and his word and Spirit sbonld tell me ,.,._, my duty. 
But, like David, I soon found tbn.t innnmernble evils had com• 
pas.ed me about, :md mine iniquities had tnkcn bolu upon me. I 
fonnd tha.t my own etrengtb was weakness; tempt:Ltions :ies:.nlted 

* The olarming providences bt>t't referred to were two shocking 
casualliefl. each resulting in the death of n. furnily rcla.U,·c. 

t Does be not mcau bctu-ccn nine i>nu twel<e? 
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me :ind too often prcn.iled n;;:,inst me; yet liltc Jub, I tried to 
bolJ fa,t mine inte;:rity . 

... "~hen I wa."' prcp:irin~ fur c11lle~-e. while t-tudyin;; the Greek 
Te,t:uner .• I """" rn·,re de:ir!y tb:w ever the :uni:ihle exeelleney 
of our S:inour. My mind...,._, en:uuored of bis hei,,venly be:uuy. 
:in,! my ""111" • d.,,.ire was to be like him :uid ..-ith hiJn. Ever 
since. I b:,,ve bad a. trust thll.t I ha.ve re,.-eived the S:inuur by 
faith, and :un inte..,,.teJ in the speci:il £:,.vor of God throu;,;h hi• 
merit. :i.nd rne,liatiun. thoa;,;h it uften see,as too ewtcd a f:i.vor 
and blc,<..,dne,-s fur sueh :,. sinner to espect. And -=ely, if 
"·er. do I f,-el tll!l.t :i..ssar:i.nce of clvation which I desire. :\by 
the Lo?'d perfect in us iJl tha.t which is 1:i.d.in;; of ;;race, faith, 
and n.sMur:ulce !" · 

W c cannot now tell how much <li;;trust of his own 
acceptance with God, he inten<lt.-<l the last two ;;en­
tcnces should e~-prcss. It is certain that in his later 
ye=, he wa.~ a living illu~tration of the ~'!I.Ce which 
the foll assur.mee of hope afford~. In the last inter­
view whieh the writer hacl whh him, a few month;; 
prcviou:< to liis death, to tht.• <1ue,-tion, "How <lo :you 
,lo. Father Osl,om ~·· he replied in his d1e,·ry ton,·, 
,. I am n·ry w,·11, th:mk;; to a merciful Pro,·i,h:uc,· ! 
well in bod~-, ancl in good ~}'iritual health." If any 
n·~rd sud1 a reply a:< pr,•sumptuou~, let them con­
.iclcr the 111an, the spiritual cx:pcrienc,-s of a long, 
long life, aud his con~iousucs.s of his then present 
position 011 the threshold of cteniity, an<l then say 
wl.at other te5tirnony they would Lave him give 
rt•:-pcctiug the work of Go<l in his soul. 

In the forc•goin;; outline-for it is only :m ont­
linc-of a long tr.in,! from carn:11 ~ceurit)· to a full 
appreeiation of Christ bis Sa\"iot:r. the <li.a,•erni11.~ 

.-, 
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re:uler mnst h:i.Ye nntit·cd how ,li;;tinctly the progrts-
11irer.aJ11 of Divine intlUl·11c,-s on hi~ heart. i:; hrnugl,t 
out. "\\ c fi~t find hiru under the alann~ of a Pro\-i­
dcntial wamiu.;, and with :-()file ri,;ing conviction,; 
of sin and rii:litt.'Ou,;uc,;;a, stri,·i11i: to <lo what j,. rigl,t. 
Then tlm,ngh :year~ of legal t:xpcricnce-pcrlmp;; in 
the twilight of grace-he triex to hold f:i. ... t hi,. i11kg­
rity, tria to kc,·p the S:ibh:,th holy, an,l :.l\"oi,ls what 
he think,; will incur the <li»plcasurc of God, 1,ecan~, 
as he say~ •• I felt con:,<.:ious that the eyes of the 
Lord were upon me." At length '·tl,e aniialile excel­
lt:nq1 of our Sariour" uncloud,; itself before l1i,. soul, 
and Christ is to him the end of the Li"· for rightc.-ou,-.. 
n~;;. Where should such a b,'1".i<lually <lc,doping 
c:iq>erieuce rc:;t. short of that faith which, :;t:iu<liug 
on the shore of time, i'Cnd;; back the te::;timouy-·' I 
kno~ that my R<.-decmcr liveth!" 

The following sentence close:; his account of his 
early rcli.;,•fous ~'}>Crience:-

"While I"°"" & stu<lcnt in lln.rtmouth College. 1 WM 11<lmittc<l 
to full communion with the Pro,.b.-teri=* Church there. Xe~er 
•bull I forget the first time I r:.rt;,.,k of the Lord'• sup~. ?lly 
mind ,...,,. solemnly ,ind de~uutly exercised, and with 11. good 
degree of consola.tio1:1.'' 

The re:nlcr will regret the ra1•i<lity with which 
the foregoing aceount runs oYcr the period inclu<lcd 
in it. I have no mean~ of ~npplyin~ its <lcfich,ncy 
of inciJents in hi~ s1,iritual experience, exe,•pt as I 
have heard him refer to tl1e influence~ which he 
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enjoyed nnch•r a "Work of grace amon_!! the ;;tmlent~ 
during his college eoul'l'C.* Ile ;;poke of tho,.c in­
llucnec,. a,, li:ffin.~ =ught in his wnl new and 
cnlargc,l ,;e,,_,.: of the bles._~ncss of laboring for 
Chri,,--t. bnt whether they were the immediate cause 
of bis :'('Jcction of the go,.--pel ministry for the \\"Ork 
of bis life, I am not informed. In estimating, at 
this distant period, the effect.-: of that re-rim!, there 
may be ,-ome signiik:mcy in the fuct that thirteen 
of the sc't"cntccn graduates of 1784, ()Ir. Osborn's 
cla..-:s.,) hccamc ministers of the go..--pel 

The :mto-biographical sermons pass in silence one 
important part of :'.\Ir. Osborn's life, prc,;ous to his 
entering college. Perhaps it was left without men­
tion, un,ler the impression that it did not properly 
belong to his religion,.: e,q,crience. I refer to his con­
nc<"tinn ";th the arn1y of the American Revolution. 

He "WM eighteen years of age when the colonies 
were in the second year of their memorable strug­
gle for independence. During that year, his native 
township furni,shcd a company of "t'olnnteers for the 
sen;cc, and no one who l.""tlows the readiness for 
sclf-,sacrifi<"c and intrcpi,lity for the right, which 
were elemental in his natural constitution, will be 
surpri,.:ed that the li,st contained the name of Ethan 

« I find in the sketch of n sermon pre11,cl1ed nt the fnncral of Rev. 
Z:1.di:1.rfa.h Greene. in Hcmp~ten.d, L~ I., on the 20th of Jnne, l:-lj8, hr 
r..c,·. :S. C. Locke, fun1h;ht-tl for the ~C"-" York Obscn·cr, tbe followrn:,: 
notice of this rcvi-r:il. •· Thl"rl" wns a very 1=cncml awakenini;: in the 
pn.risb aroun<l :uul in the Colle~e. ~ome fift)" eonl"ert.i were the fruits 
of it-ult :ulmitted to the c:hurcb in lln.no\"cr, in the winter of 16ti:!. 
The pn,;tor of the churcu was Sylvanus Ripley, D. D."' 
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Osborn. His connection with the army mi.s brief, 
but it e::rtend(-d through one of the dark_.,,,: perio<is 
of the war-the c-.1mpaign of 1776. Ile w:1:,; with 
the forces under the immediate comm:md of W:i,,,h­
ington, in the retreat through Xcw Jl'=Y· From 
this field of personal obser.-ation. hi,- memory 
gathered up many incidents illustrating the noble­
ness and -rirtne of the commander-in-chief; and 
during the la.ter years of his own life, his eye Wll.S 

rekindled with the fire of those day,.;, whl•ne,cr his 
friends moo.ea draft upon his personal recollections 
of the W"ar. 

He kept in his mind a c:r::ilogue ofprO\-idential 
deliverances from imminent perils of death. One 
of these interpositions of heaven on his behalf, 
occurred during this ..er.ice. While the dh-i,.ion 
of the army to which he bclongt.-d occupied Fort 
Washington,. above New York. he was compelled, 
by l'ickness, to accept a ,-hort furlough. During 
his absence, the fort was taken by the British, anc.l 
the prisoners were remo,cd to N cw York. Some 
were confined in the boil.ling known by the name 
of the Su~ House, nnd others 'l\"Cre thrown into 
prison ships. Close confinement and a furc that 
was next to t<tar.-ation, pr,Kluced a mortality "° 
great, that only four per,-on:< of the company to 
which Mr. Osborn belonged, >'Umved. If in Lis 
then enfeebled health, he had been subjected to 
tbo;,c e::;posures, tl,erc i;; little doubt lint his }'<'I'• 

sonal Li:story would from that time ha,·e l,clonged 
to another world. But there rcruaim.-d for him a 
more distinguished warfare in the am1y of the Cap-
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tain of Salvation, an<l until this was accompJi,.bt.,d, 
Dinne prondences were arr.1ngcd to ;.eenrc him 
alike from the arrow by day and the pe,-"tilence in 
darkm.-s,-. 

Mr. Osborn ha<l become a member of D-.1mnonth 
Collc~e pre,;ons to bi,- enli,-tment. probably when 
be w:i.s se,entl-en years of age; hut his cour;.e there 
was interrupted by the temporary breaking up of 
the Colle~e in con...eqnence of an in-rnsion from 
Canada. This, with him, mu:-t ha,e produel--d a 
<lelay of some years in his studies, as we :find him a 
~'T:l<lnate of the cb.~s of 1784. 

Ili,- con.-crsatioual references to his college lifo, 
in atier years, contained many affectionate allu;,ion;, 
to the then prc,-iiling officer, Dr. John Wht."Clock. 
For him, he seems to have cherished a peculiar 
attachment, and once after his settlement in New 
.Jel'!ICy, he paid him a visit of friendship and con­
dolence under the trials which beclouded his declin­
ing years. 

The =t outline of hi,- auto-biographical ser­
mons is all our clue to his spiritual history, from 
the time of his Ica,-ing College to his entrance upon 
his public ministry. He says-

"After I Jen Coll~. I .,.,,,. di-=ployed* for about three years. 
During that time, being often ~xf'O""d to vnin company, I in..,n­
•ihly and ~aally ~e too much conformed to the "Pirit and 

* I gi,·~ this "·ortl as I find it, pn-suming be does not mean to say 
that bis time wns ~ot employed in some f-lpcci6e pursuit. It is cer. 
tain th:,t be ,. . .,. lieensed to pfflM:b the ~spel in 178G, and be cl,c­
wbcre says that bf' rcrrivr-d bis li<.·rnsurc aftrr be bad !rtudicd Di,·inity. 

~* 
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f'uhioll of the ...,rJd. ?tlore tlwl onc,e my fret, like Darid'-, ,rer-, 

aJmo,,t :;one: my m,y,• b:,,d well ni;;b slipped. llture than once! 
wa,, almO!'t dr:,.,rn into the whirl of iniquity. But in mercy the 
Lord sternly rebuked me. stopped we in my pre.umptuous conr,<e. 
11.Dd once more tnmed my feet unto bi>< tC<timonies. For eTer 
bl~ be bil! n:i.mc !" 

Mr. O;;born cnteretl the ministry before the exist­
ence of Theological Seminaries in this country. He 
pursued his theological course of study in part. 
under the tuition of Rev . .Andrew Storrs, of Ply­
mouth, Connecticut. :mtl for the renminder, with 
his cousin., Re, .• Joseph Vaill, of Hadlyme, in the 
same state. 

In Ii 86, he rL~civctl his lice11..._, to prcuch as a pro­
bationer for the holy ministry, and ";thottt :my 
delay, he gaYe himself to the pun;uit of hi,. d1os.:11 
work. A few weeks afterward, he w-.is fominUy 
invited to become the pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Spcncertown., N. Y. He declined this 
call, chiefl.y because he wished to take a wider ob­
servation of the great field for ministerial labor, 
before settling himself in a pa."1:oral charge. With 
this new he came on to Philadelphia, and from 
thence, under the advice of the late Rev. Dr. Sproat, 
ma.de an excursion to the lower counties of New 
Jersey. Those who are accustomed only to the pre­
sent rapid and e3$Y modes of journeying, may «lllilc 
at the mention of this tour as a formidable enter­
prise. But in that day, over the couutry aa it tl1cn 
was, a journey from Connecticut to Lower New 
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• lcl'S('y, was :m e\"ent in the hb--tory of a mnn. It 
wa., pcrfi,rmed by l\Ir. Oshorn on horseback. 

On his WJY ,}own, he pre-Jched and remnincd a 
few days in Pitt.-~o\"e. Salem connty. From thence 
he came to Deerfield, where he spent his fi:r,-"1: night 
in Cnmbcrland county, (the night of the thirtieth 
anniwn.ary of l1is birth.) in the house of Ephraim 
Foster, Esq., to who:-e family he allied bim;:elf, ,:ome 
thirty years afterwards, by marriage. He then came 
on to Fairfield, where, after laboring with accept­
ance through what was then the usual time of trial, 
he entered upon that pastoral l'ettlement which waa 
dc,."1:ined to be ;ao enduring, and so fruitful of blessed 
results. On the 3d of December, li89, the Pre~by­
tery of Philadelphia inducted him into this charge, 
under the ordination formula of his church. The 
sermon was preached by the Be\". George Duffield, 
D. D., Pastor of the Pine Street Church, Philadel­
phia, whose de,;cendant of the third generation was 
l\lr. Osborn's co-presbyter at the time of his death. 



PART II. 

FltO:'.\l ms OllDI:SAnO:1' TO ms Dl~lllSSlO:S. 

WE ha,e reached the point where the ruini:;tcrial 
life of Yr. O,;horn kcomes so iuterwown with his 
church, that :;ome anterior notice of the 1:i.st bc<:om'-'5 
almo,,"t an essential introduction to a hi:;tory of the 
pastorate now to be reviewed. 

When in li89 the Presbyterian Church in Fair­
field '\\"eleomed it., young P:i.stor, it "\\"ll.S alre!1<ly 
,enerable among the churches of this country. We 
have no means of ascertaining its exact age. Its 
records pre.ions to li59, were destroyed in a fire 
'\\"hich consumed the house of one of its pastors, 
and there- is neither documentary history, nor :my 
preser.ed tra<lition of the date of it!< organization. 
The r.!mote!St known document bearing incidentaJiy 
on the point, is a pronn<:ial law of 1697, which 
enact.-1 "that the tract of land on Cohan:;ey, pur­
chased by several people lately inhabitants from Fair­
fi<!l<l, in New England, from and after the date herc­
o~ be erected into a township, and be called Fair­
field."* These ";;evcral people" '\\"ere a colony of 
Puritan~, whose descendants remain, to the present 
day, the principal occupant>< of the township, ";th 
little intennb .. -ture by forci~"ll niarriages, a still less 

* Contributed by Hon. L. Q. C. El111er, to Dr. llodg,,s Coustitu­
tionn.J History of the Pn-sl,ytcri:>u Chut"<"b. 
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ulloy hy immi;.'T:ltion. It would be tlifficult. <:Yen 
in ~cw England, to find a eommunity where the 
truth". ortler, :mtl moralities of religion, a" tan;:ht 
h,y Brewster, Hooker. and Da'\'"cnport, rui'\'"e suifcrL-<l. 
Je,;;s cormption. than in thc.-se i,-olatL-<l. congr..-g-.1-
tions whieh ha'\'"e !!!'own out of the former pari"h 
of !\Ir. O,-bom. Doubtlc:-s hi,- long a<lministr-.1tion 
of it.._ spiritual aflairs-bdng him,;;,lf of Puritan 
stock. antl a connecting link between the old antl 
new timcs-contributetl not a little to thi,s rc:,;ult. 

The cu,,-tom of the time:- 1mggL-,;t.._ the probability 
that a church was org-.1.nizL-d in the eolony before it 
entered the Delaware Bay. ..\.t least it woultl vio­
late all our notions of Puritanical order, to suppo"e 
the settlement existed any length of time without 
such an org-.ini7.ation. We are, therefore, safo in 
carrying its <late back to 1697. Probably the truth, 
if it could be kno"-n, woultl rcmoYe it a little 
further into the past tlisuince, a:, the coloni"t." m:1y 
ha,·e occupied their ncw home a short time b<:fore 
obtaining a township incorporation. Dodor H0tlg-c, 
in his ffi,-to~-, makes this one of the three olde"t 
Presbyterian Churehes in New .Jersey, without dL·­
termining to wl1ich of the three >'cniority hclon;."'­
T11c othcr,s. he ~1:ys, arc Freeholtl, instituted in 16!•:!, 
and 'W' oodbridge, whid1 appcar,s on the Prc,-bytcrial 
record;; in 1708. The fil"'t mention of Fairficltl on 
tl1e "ume r<.'cor<l,-, i" in the same year. It mu,:t lw 
remcmhercd that there waR thL·ll but one Pn·,.l,y­
tcry in the country-that of Philaddphia. It wa.s 
not organized until 1705, :mtl the churches then in 
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being. did not all «lrop in at onec. so tli:it notl:in~ 
regarding their exa.-t age ..-.m he settled hy their 
wt meution in the PrL-,.;hyterial minutE!"-, 

llr. Osborn pt"L-,.crred a few tr.iditionary points in 
the early bi,-tory of the clmr.-h, wbieh be iufoniml 
m~ l'l"ere bamkd <lown to him hy Ephr.iim llarri,-, 
E..;q., a member of the se,-,-ion at the time of hi:; 
settlement. These were written out hy him in 184G, 
and publisbe<l in the Christian Oliscn·er, Philadel­
phia. But all which rdatcs t,> the time previous to 
the destruction of the church rccor<ls, is compri:-t.-.1 
in less than a quarter of a column. I :find that 
the Presbyterial records, and some other relial,le 
authorities, modify this tradition in a few particu­
lars, and where I depart from the ~count in the 
Obserrer, it may be under;;tood that I do it in obe­
dience to recorded e,idcnce. 

Mr. Q,;l>om i-uppose;;, with much probability, that 
the colony brought a minister with them from New 
England, and gives the name of Rev. John Bradnor 
as the :first settled minister. Some doubt, howcwr, 
rests upon the tradition which has placed this name 
at the head of the list of Fairfield pastors. A man 
of the same name, said in the record to be from 
Scotland, was licensed by the Presbytery in li15, 
but there is no account of bis ba\-ing preached in 
Fairfield; neither could the :first pastor be identified 
in him, witl1out au anachronism. 

Coming down to liO:?, we lmw a notice of Re,. 
Thomas Bridge, as preacl1iug to this cou1-,,rcg-.1tion 
in that and the following year, but I :find no accouut 
of bis installation. 
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The fir,.i: l..110\TTl :-cttlcd pastor '\'ra., P...:>, . • Jo~ph 
Smith, from Cotm<·eticut. Ile came as a liccnriatt•, 
and wa,.; here ordained to the mini,.;t~· and in,.;tallt·d 
in this charge, lfay 10, li09. His pastm·.1te mu,.;t 
have heen ,cry l,ricf~ :..~ in lill, the church i;; ag-.1in 
found ,acant. So it appea~ to ban· remainL~l until 
Oetoher 15, li14. with the ex<•t,ption of the inci­
dental mention of the name of a :!\Ir. E.'\:ell, as 
preaching here in lill. but not as pastor. 

Untler d:i.te of lil-l. we ha,e the record of th•! 
installation of Re,. Howdl Powell o,·er this congn'-
7".ltion. He i;; said in :!\Ir. O,..horn·s account to ha,·e 
l,cen from Wale;;.-a supposition which i;; eorrolH)r­
ated by the circumstance that his ruimc was somt•­
times written Howell Ar PowclL His work wa.., 
soon done, and it is said, well <lone. The Synodi­
cal record of lili, record.~ his name among the 
deceased brethren. 

In li22, Re'". Henry Hook, from Ireland, is found 
ministering to this church, but without any pastoral 
connection with it. His name soon after appears :is 

a minister in the State of Delaware. 
Following this, in each of the years li24 and 

li26, we find notices of Re\'. Xoye>' Paris in a simi­
lar relation, and then we are hrought to the reeo:-<l 
of a more memorable installation. 

In li2i, Re\'. Daniel Elmer. from Connecticut, 
nntler the >'Unction of the Prcsh)"tery, took his posi­
tion a,; the appointed watd.1m:m on the,.;e height>' of 
Zion. llis connection with the church ,·ontiuue,l 
1m1il }j;i5, tweuty-t•i.l!ht )·(•:11':'. Thi;; wa,.; the tir,-t 
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long continued p:i..--tor-.ite whieh the churc:1,, now 
more than half a century olJ. had enjoyeu. 

Up to the J>erio<l of lir. Elmer·,. :-cttl,•mc:nt, ail 
hi.-<tory of it;. spiritual eomlition is lu,,-t., 'Wl.:i.t cf­
fu,.ions of the Spi::it of <.-Onvc:rting gr-.ice were en­
joyed, how it.~ wemhers walked in the light of 
the Lord, what jealousy wa.~ excrci,.._-J. onr the 
cudinal truths of the Christian sy,;tc:m, how minis­
ter,; preach1...:l and people prayed, with what unction 
the means of grace were su,-tained-:ill the::-e things 
are without any written rccoru, and beyond the 
meruory of men. The lips from which we might 
haYe learned, have long been mute in death. It i,-, 
howe'\'"er, a.. '\'"ery suggesti,e fact, that our earliest 
reading of the rdiable history of the church, brings 
u,; into the pre:-cnce of a pr-.iying people. 

The P3-:'tor-.1te of llr. Elmer was cotemporancous 
with the great rcli;:ious reYiYals in connection with 
the preaching of 'v,"hiteficld and the Tennent.-., a.nd 
there i;; no rca,;on to doubt the tradition presernd 
by l!r. Osborn, that this place shared largely in the 
prevalent influences. In li-10, Mr. W'hitefield per­
sonally aided in the work in Greenv.-ich, on the 
opposite shore of the Cohansey, and the influence 
of his presence there could hardly fail to he felt in 
Fairfield. Indeed, it is not an improbable 1,upposi­
tion that his own labors were extended a.cross the 
Il!l.rrow channel which dh·ides the two pari,.hes.* 

* 1 finJ. in the .-\meric::1n Trntt Society's ctlition of the Life of 
Whitefield, Bl1 n.ccou.nt of ltr. ,rhitefichl':i pren<-hin~ a.t Cohn.nst-y. 
Thi~ wn~ the ori;::in1Ll name of the Jo~airfieltl churl"h, on the hook or 
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Throughout the eountrythese i;e:ison;; of refreshing 
,wrl· ,..,J,lom ~ from ;;omc real or suppo;;e<l inno­
vation>' upon Christian onlcr. which led some good 
men to withhold thC"ir ,-;yn1pathie>' from the popubr 
religious movemC"nt, and in not a fow instance,,. to 
a.«s11me the attitmle of hitter hostility t-0war,l them. 
S. .. rious aliC"nations followed, both in indiridual 
churches. and in the Synod. which then embr:icl-d 
all the P~hytcrie;; wbicl1 had been forrnl-d in tl.i:< 
com,t~·. The rupture of the Pn.-,..byterian Syno-1, 
dividin;r it into what was then tenned the Old :u d 
Xew Ligl1t i;ide:a, occurred in l'i.U. and conti1rn1.."<l 
until l'i58. wh,•n our Zion :ig:iin retum1..>d to the 
b1e..scd unity which should di;.tinguish the J,..;ng­
dom of Christ. The la."t fourteen years of Mr. 
Elmer·11 pa.--tornte were included in this period, and 
wl1ilc tl1is church enjoyed a good share of the pre­
-rnlent gracious effu;;ion. it did not Ci't.'!lpc the 
oppo,-;ite exeitemcnt of party spirit. It, howcwr, 
pre:-ervcd its connection with the Prc,;hytery of 

the Presbytery, hut 11.t this time it,..,.. applied to the country on both 
sides of the creek. It cannot, u used in llr. Whitefield'• journal, 
mer to G=nwich, beco.use that place appcan under its o,rn name, 
a few lines :,bo,·e. It is claimed for a loco.lity nc:u- what is now 
Shepherd"• llill, on the sume side of the ereek, once the site of a. 
Baptist church. There wa.s :,.lso, a.t that time, a. Baptist church in 
Cedarrille, on the Fa.irfield aide, which was then in the temporary 
possc"5ion of a party from llr. Elmer's chW"<:h, prominent a.moni; 
whom-!-tnln~ to say-"·u.s D:i.niel Elmcr.jr., a. son of the pastor. 
llr.,. Ruth Davis, now a bJy of ~at a_:~, 1Lnd ,·ery ~liable memory, 
snyd that her mother- ~poke of :\tr. \\"hit_.fit,Jil'.;i prr:ic-hini;: in thi..: b..:t 

rhnl'f'h, n.s a W<"ll knnwn fa,·L .. . , 
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Yhila<lelphi:i, which relll!l.ined in the Oltl Light 
S_ynod. It "I~~ mnd1 fur th(• pastor.ii 1pialiliL-.1-
tions of l\Ir. Elrucr, that uu<ler the nurueron,: cru­
ba.rr:issruent5 to which thi,.; ,-tatc of thing,.: mu,:t ha Ye 
subjected Lim, he was able "° long to maintain l,is 
position. 

Mr. Elruer·s mortal remains lie :unong tho,:e of 
hi."' fiock, in an ancient burying-!,.rronnd on the bank 
of the Cohans..·y. It ha., long been nnn~ and is 
now grown into a ple:L--ant fure,.;t. .A little human 
care, add<.-d to it,; present rural a,lornment.,. would 
make thi,- one of the ruo,:t Leantifnl sanctuarie,: of 
the d,·:i.d in lower X<.w .Jen-cy. The des,·endant.~ 
of :'.\Ir. Elmer arc numcrou,: in Cutubcrlan,l eount_y. 
and many of th<.·m in di,-tin_;,.'11i,-lwd p<>sition,:. and 
by intdl,·ctual and moral worth. han• imparted au 
ahiding fr.igranc-c to the uame of their ,·om111ou 
pan•nt. 

Rev. William Ram:-ey. who .:uccecck~l l\Ir. Elmer, 
was o!'llained as pastor in Ii.Ai. llis ministry ap­
pears to Lave b<.-cn <>n<.• of signal 1•ro,:perity and u,:e­
fulncss. Harmony was rc,.:turcd to the church, and 
the new era of rc,;Yals which opened during the 
administration of l\fr. Elmer, carue out from the 
clouds of di:-eord and appeared as the ,-!tining . _.-. 
In relation to the most interesting perio·l of tllis 
pa...tor.itc, Mr. Q,;boru has left the fulluwiug minute: 
"In li65, there was a remarkable awakening and 
reviYal of religion. In almost cYcry hou,:<.•, one or 
ruore were ,:ul~<.·ct;; of the gr.icious work. The 
whole number added to the church in lili5-6, was 
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.:-i!?hty-nine. It 11:15 l><'<'n oha-t•n-(-<l. that the ren,al 
wa.;, :-till awl or,l,·rl.Y, tl1nu;;h JIOWl•rfuL .. 

Aftl'r a miuistry of fifteen year,;. Mr. Ram;ae)", at 
th,· comp:u·.itin·ly early age of thirty-nine year,,, was 
ren10,<'<l l,y death. 

In 177:3. he wa,- ,-nceee,fod by Re,. "William IIol­
lin!?shead. who presi,le<l o,er the chnrch ten ycar,a, 
and was tl,en transferred to a pa:-tor:i.l charge in 
Charl,.,,--ron. S. C. Of hi:- mini,-try. )Ir. Osborn :<:iys. 
-" Nothing uncommon oeeurr<'<l until the winkr 
of 1780-81. when the Lor,] was plca."t-<l to n:;it hi:; 
J1t•ople with mwther s!IOWl'r of Dh·ine 1-,'T:J.ce. In 
:.\fay. 1781, there were forty-eight admittL-<l to full 
communion. In Deccmhl'r following, forty-six more 
were ad<led to the church, an,I sc\·cral aften,aru, 
so that tlie wl,ole unmba a,I<lc<l to the ehureh in 
1781 an<l 1782. wa.;, one hundred and fifteen. Well 
m:i.y the people of Fairfield ,;ay-Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped ns. and hlessed be hi,- name!" In one 
of hi,- manuscript scnnon,, I find this additional 
remark rl'i'f'l"Cting that :-eason of >'pl'eial interest­
•. It ha.~ b,•en :-aid that this rt'TI\"al was atkn«l<'d 
\\;th 111orl' eommotion and cryin!? out than the J>rl'­
ce,lin.~ om•. • Tlwn• are din•rsiti,·s of oper.itions, 
J.ut it is tli,• :-ame (.iod which workcth all in all.." 

The time honor(·d l'<lifie,•. now so l•Xfrnsinly 
known a.~ till' Ohl Stone Church, was built during 
th,• pa.,toral a,lrninistration of )Ir. Holling,-lll':ld, 
awl usP,l hy 1,irn «luring the Ja,.t two year,; of hi,­
eontinnaue" her,·. In onr remokst knowlc,l;:e of 
the co11grl·gation, we find them worshipping in a 
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log meetin~-hou.~, e:illed the Cohan:-<.'y Church, 
8itu:ited in the cntrm,ce eoru,•r of the ol<l gr-.1ve­
y:,.rd refcrrt.-d to in the noti._.._, of llr. Elmer. and 
about a mile from where the pre~nt Old Stone 
Chnrch ;;;tan<l., Tl,,. h•~ hou~c wa:,; ~upplank<l hy 
a wooden ,-tructure, on or near tl,e same site. Thi~, 
in llr. Hollin~h,·a<l"s time, became so <lccaycd a.~ 
to be unsafe for use, and the pulpit wa.~ removed 
to the open :iir, under the ,;lmdow of a large tree. 
There he <.-ontinu,-<l to :i,ltln-ss tl,e congreg:ition 
until they enten.J their new sanctuary, September 
7, 1780. • The gr-.1ws of .Mr. Elmer and Mr. Rum­
sey are where the shadow of the wooden chureh fell 
upon them. :Mr. Powell w:is tlouhtl,-ss l,uri,·tl in 
the s:une cemetery, hut no tra,;-e of the plae1.: of hi,; 
interment remain;;. 

After tile removal of llr. Hollin~~head, in 1783, 
the eongreg:ition appe:irs to h:ive liwd under the 
precarious and eompar-.1th·ely thriftless ministry of 
occasional supplie,,, until in the winter of 1788-9, 
when in the manner already de,;cribed, the pro,;­
dencc of their covenant God guided l1ither the 
youthful minister whose Ion~ walk and labors 
mnong them now come up for notice. 

Much of Mr. Osllom':,; pastorate w:is like l1is 
general Iifo, tran<p1il autl not aboun,lin;: in histori­
cal points. Th· •1uiet ,·wry-day labors of a faithful 

* For this date I IUD indebted to the resenrchcs or Judge Elmer. 
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mini,-ter of God. mil fill :i. la~e sr:i.ce in the re,e­
bti, •n:< of etcmit~·. hut the~· present few biogr-.tphiL-al 
inddents. The !C!l.ding c\·cnt8 of his mini:,--try arc 
the ~1'('cial effusions of tlw Holy Spirit, which, from 
time to time, swcllt.>d np the number,: of the church, 
and pre,-er.1.•11 tl1e wholesome tone for which it wa;­
distin)!Uish,•d in tl1c timl's now un,l...r renew. In 
his O\Til account of hi,- pastoral admini:,--tration, 
re,i,al,- w1.·rc bis historil'al l'r:LS-thc lundm.ark.-s 1,y 
wbid1 he kept him~l'lf historically accurate. Still 
tl1e fir,;t twcn~· years of hi,- ministry appear to ba\"e 
pus,;ed with only the ordinary amount of ,-piritual 
pro,-perity. Writing to the Cbri,-tfan Obsl'n·cr, be 
gays thut in 17!10. (immediately following his ~cttlc­
mcnt,) the number of church members wus one 
lmndrctl and tw1.•nty-fi\"c. In his historical ,;crmon, 
he infonns us that in .April. 1809. there were one 
hundred and twenty-four. thus hardy keeping up 
with the current los,-c". Of the state of things dur­
ing thi., time. he say>'-

.. Rcgulnr discipline in the church wn.• ltcpt up, :md the 811.C!'a­

mcnt of the Lord·• Supper wo..s :wministcrctl. Members of the 
church -rcry ;;encr:i.lly w:i.lkcd in the commandments :md ordi­
n:i.nces of the Lord. u!nmclcss. Small o.uditions were m:ulc to 
the church from time to time, eo tha.t the number rcm:iined 
nc:i.rly the o:i.me." 

Thi,- "re)!Ul:lr di:s<·ipline," in tho:.:e days, took a 
l1i.::l1 rank among the tueuns of spiritual edifil'ation. 
In the Fairfield ehurl'h, the administration of it was 
sometimes rather uni,1ue. but it \\·a.-< applied in a 
g-r:11:ivu:; mood, and g'l'ller:i.lly tu the purpo:<e. Let 

3* 
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us take an example from the recor,1; of the Ses5:on, 
under date of .August 25, 1,9-2: 

"Mr . .John Ogden h:nin;:: broa:;bt ,. compl:i.int :,~ Xl'!I. 
--, they both 11.ppe:ired a.nd prodaced their es-idenceo before 
the Se,,.ioa. which being heud, it,..,.,. jad~ that llrs. -­
desen-ed :a. se1"ere cen..qn,c for :,.ecusing Mr. ~f!n of stc:i.lin;; her 
corn. m,d t1,at l,otI, of tl,a,a sl,cndd be cautiontd co,i.cernin:J screral 
tlna!J8. 

~llr. Zeb Woodruff' a.loo broa;::bt a compwnt a,...-...ill!lt ::11,.,._ 
---, [ l!:IDle defendant ",.,-..in.] The ei-idence being gii-en in. 
the Session jadge that both of them should be a.dmoniohed to lay 
aside ~ded suspicion a.nd all contentions, a.nd lii-e as be­
cometh the Chri,,-t::u, rcli ;;ion." 

This defcnib.nt's tone-rue :lJ•pears in the end to 
baYe been an OYem1:itch for the diligence of the 
Session. for we find ei;!ht months :iftcrward, :i 
recor<l of her "exdu:<iou" for fal;;cl1ood. 

Another. ex:im11le :-

" 1st May, 1,97. The S.,,.sion met, and Y:L• eon...ututed with 
prayer. Pre!ent-Etb= 0.bom, Am0t1 Westcott, Jeremiah Har­
ris, Jedediali ();:den, Willia.m &.tem:in., a.nd Thomu Barch. 
SeTeral members of the church were mentioned a..• persons faulty, 
either in coamnt,Non of o!l'ence11 or omission or duty. After due 
con,ideration of their po.rtienbr c:L""", it was a.,.."l'eed th:it )Ir. 
William :&tem:m make inquiry of --- concerning a com­
JJamt made against her for Lreach of the &b b:ith ; th:it Amos 
Westcott, E,oq., inquire of---, his re:i,,on for ab,entin;:: him-
11elf from the Lord's Sapper; tha.t )Ir. Tbomu Burch in•1uire of 
--- his 1'e8.IIOD for not hA.-ing his childron baptized; a.nd that 
l\lr. Jer. llarris inform---, that it is the de.ire of thi• S.,,,ion 
that he refrain from the sacraments till IL cert!Lin criminal :ule­
i;ation, now depending in law, is clca.red up. The reports of the.e 
several ca.- to be m!Lde at the next meeting of the Session. 
Concluded with pn.yer." 
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Ne:ir the do,ae of 1805, llr. Osborn, in connec­
tion with some neighboring pastor;;, entered upon :i 
course of co-operative eff'ort for the :idT:inccment of 
relii?ion in the r~on around them. An extr.iet 
fro~ a letter to ·his fumiliar and much beloved 
friend. Gen. Ehi,nezer Elmer, of Brid;.:eton. then in 
Con~,- in W a.,hin~on, will exhibit the character 
of this dfort. It is dated J:inuary 11, 1806. 

"We hll.d :,. monthly meetin;; o.t Bridgeton. W' e be;::,.n them 
o.t Fa.irtield the first Tue,,,lo.y in h•t month. The next i• t,, be 
D.t Deerfield. the first Tue,oda.y in Feh""'-"Y, These meetin~. 
:i,,"t'Ced upon by the nei;;bborin;; minL•ten<. nre to be by roto.tion 
from one congregation to :l.Dother, where minist~ reside. on the 
fir.t Tuesday in e-rery month. 

".\ little pn.•t the middle of bst month. )lr. Freema.n and my­
•clf took a. prcacbin;; tour thl'ee do.Y9 mccessi-rely, o.t .A.llo,,-ay•• 
Creek. Pitts::;ro-re. and Deerfield. and t:,.lk of takin;: o.nothcr o.fter 
:,.while. L:u<t Taesdo.y e-renin;:, '\'re four• o.i;reed to preach D.t 

se-ren places. moot! y in the outpost.• of our con~tioll8. on the 
...me do. y lllld hour nt four of the place,,. o.nd a.hont once a. fort­
ni;;bt by rotation. The ;;enernl ol~ect of :ill these meetings is 
the proD:lotion of religion." 

This movement on the hearts of these pastors 
may h:i,·e been the dawning of :i speci:il oper:ition 
of the Holy Spirit, which in Fairfield, three years 
afterw:irtl, culminated in the fir,:t grc:it rcvi,al 
under )Ir. 0,-bom's mini,-try. We will t:ike our 
aceount of thi,- work of gr.ice from his own r>;!n. 

"The L,rd once more o.ppe:,.red for bis fa.-rored church in Fair• 
field. Through the summer o.nd fo.)J of lSOO, a. g,,nera.l a ....... ken-

* The four p~scnt n.t the monthly meetin~ in Brid~ton, llr. Os horn, 
Mr. Freeman, Pastor in Brid~ton and Greenwich, llr. Dada, Pastor 
in llillville, and n fourth now unknown. 
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ing to the concenis or the etern:il world prenuled :unong the 
pe.,.Je. Conference. or pr:,yer-meetiJ,~. were held in different 
parts of the congrcg:ition. nut les!'I tb:u: EiiX or sCTen nenin~ in 
the ,reek. It ,..,.,. truly IL rerinl time, both to cint.• :wd ,iuuel"': 
the Spirit or gr:,ce ,..... poured upon e:i.cb. Sume were se'l'"erely 
e:perience.l ..nd brou;;ht into deep di•tres• : others were e,cer­
cised in A mild manner. Though there were di'l'"ers oper:itions, 
yet the s:une God WTOa;;ht in IL!L In ,. fow mouth.•, ,. con•ider­
ALle number eutcrtlliued IL hope, :ind thlLDks to Gud ! be continued 
his ;;=ions ..-ork for m:my months. On December::. l~fl'J. just 
twenty y= from my ordin:itinn. twenty-four were admitted to 
the church. In . .\pril, l:'!tl, thirty were :,,lmitted to full com­
munion; in Aagust followin;:, twenty-l'&e\"en more, :ind sDl:111 
numbers :i.t the Ito communions ft,llowin~, ~ tb.4.t in the ~p:1.Ce 
of two ye:ir,,, there were Ad.Jed to thi• church oue hundred :wJ 
tweke. The Lord hllth Jone ;;re:,t thin;;,, for ns, :wd blessed be 
bis =e! 

u Thou;;h rarious me:ins ..-ere used. yet it ,rn.• C'l'"ident thllt the 
e,:cellency of the po,.-er,..,.,. or God, 1LDd not of men. Thi• appe:u,, 
from the gre:it ch:,n;.e 11'1'0ugbt, :wd the ~ fruit following. 
Thou;;h I was aot idle during the re'l'"i'l'"al, yet it seemed a.• if I 
,..,.. a !lpCCUtor beboldin;; the wonderful oper,,.tion of Di'l'"iue 
;;=e con'l'"iucing :,nd eon'l'"erting sinners. '.\ly brethren of the 
Session were ali'l'"e and diligent in pr:,yer and reli;;fous cou'l'"er• 
1!11.tion, and perhaps I may h:i'l'"e aided, in some me:isure, the ;;ood 
work of the Lord. Bat I ,..... only one lllDou;; ,. multitud~ of 
agents who were acti'l'"e in the 8"Ule employ. Truly my •oal 
~joiced to see many return anto the Lord ..ud enlist nuder the 
blLuner of King Je.us." 

Thi~ rcrivnl, llr. O:'bom informR Ul', was fol­
lowed by a rnnintennnce of prayer-meetin_!!'~, :ind 
:in orderly "·alk in the church ~enemlly, '"kcl·ping 
the unity of the Spirit in the hond of peace," hut 
"no remarkable occuJTcnce in tlic iatate of rc·lifcion," 
until the year 1819. Then the ~oul of the Fairfield 
1•a~tor was a;:o.lin cular;.:-ed in a year of the ri~ht 
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band of God. T11e rcri;-al of that year = first 
manife:.-t in prayt,·-meerings, commeneccl in the 
part of the to'ITil,,hip known as Sayre';; Neck. lmt 
its in:6.ucnc~ were felt in other part" of the congre­
g-.ition. As the result of it, fifty-~ix were added to 
the chur,·h. 

In the scnnon which contain,- the account oi tbi;:; 
rcn;-al, llr. Osborn again ;;peaks of hi;; own agency 
in a tone of humility, which his friends will not fuil 
to recognize as hi kccpin~ with Jii,, nnifonn ;:piritl.:?.i 
temper. Tbo"c who arc familiar with this temp'.)r, 
will ha,e no doubt that he felt as he spoke when h,: 
!'aid-

.. Thoagh I promptly seconded the proposal. yet a Christi:m 
brother whom I •h<Lll foreTer esteem ILDd loTe, first proposed the 
p1'1Lyer-meetin;::, which ,ms 80 ,i;:;ruilly blessed for the spiriuml 
;::ood of the coni;re:::<Ltion. I think thlLt brother, GS ILD actiTc 
in•trnment:11 <Lgettt, baa done mnch more in promoting the good 
work thlLD I baTe." 

Ile then add:< some reflections on the power of 
lay agency in promoting reri,als, which come with 
a double intcre"t to us in this year of our Lord, 
185S-a year in which the u:<c of this agency fom1f< 
so prominent a feature of the stupendous work of 
g,-ace now in progress o,·cr our whole country. 
He says-

•• I now •pe<Lk it 1111 my candid opinion, tb1Lt in =y reTiT<Ll of 
reli~on. the minU'try i~ only one among Dl:I.DY a.::cnci~ which 
co-eo1u1Llly operntc in promoting the ble.,ed work of G,.l. If a 
lay brother is act: ,c in prnyer =~ cxhorllLtion, the people 1Lrc 
more impressed with hi,, sincerii,, so that what he says and due,; 
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may haTe more inflaenee on their minds. And not 11. little hn.-e 
my Chri!"tia.n brethren a.nd sistet"l'l, ~ :i~ent.,,i under Goci cou­
tnDuted to m.a.int:Lin :mt! promote the Lle!'io~ed rcli~un of our 
Lord J'e,,w, Christ. I th:ink them fur their l:,.loor. of lo.-e, :uul I 
thank my God for mo.-ing them to l:,.bor. )line exhortntiun to 
them UI, not to be we:iry in well-duin;;, for in due ~on th<'y 
sb!l.ll re11.p 11. ;;lorious hnr.-est." 

During the next few ye:irs, there mi., only the 
ordinary amount of spiritual mo,·emeut in the 
church. The p:,..,tor Jal,on•<l a,.; u:<ual. faithful and 
affectionate, in pul,lic aud private, arnl some Dh;ne 
infincnces <listillc<l a., the gentle <lcws. Al,out tliis 
time, Mr. Q,-l,orn prcad1c<l to hi:< people a ,-crmon 
descriptive of hi:< pa:<tor-Jl vi:<it:< to familie;;-a mo<le 
of effort whkh he ha,l rc<lnccd to a ><ystcm. I l1ave 
the manuscript of tJii.; :<crmon before me. An ex­
tract from it. will afford a fine spcciml·n of the man 
in the cluir.ictcr of a Chri:;tian :<hcpherd. 

u In the first place, I :umed to represent reli;;ioa 11.5 the most 
import,,.nt of 11.il thing,, with which we hn,·e II.DJ' coneem. 1L11d 
thnt it ought to be the chief ol~ect of our de-ire and pul'lluit. I 
:Limed to t1bow thn.t our ne~lect of religion muKt lead to el"erln..,.t­
in~ ruin. I nl~ repr~ented rcli;.:ion &<4 ~ ADU n.miahlc in 
iti-clf, a,, it assimilu.ted W< to the ble-,cJ God, aad genernlly ...;J 
BOme thin~ eoncemin;;?; the nnturc of reli~on, as it con~i!'tted in 
A bell.rt 11.Dd life conformed to God. And a,, we 11.re fullcn, 
dcprn.-od crc:i.tureM, I ur;::ed the """""-•ity of 11. ehnnge. by the 
renewing u.nd tULDctifying influenc~ of GoJ's Spirit. As t1ach a 
chnn:;e is a!l-importll.Dt to ""• I ur:;ed it home to the coruieience 
Ly tbi!'I 11erioa~ qut'Stion-' J)o you really tl,ink you /,are e:rperi­
,rictd xurl, a cl,an:J"• or JKJJtsra.v trur 90.,pt:l rcli!Jio" t• I ~,•nernlly 
obeen-ed, tb&t tbou;::h we m11.y not know 11.-• cert:unly a• God 
kno,.,,, yet we ought to malte it 11. frequent serious question to 
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OQTS<'l..-""- in order to fonn :i. ri;::ht jud:=,nent of our reii~ous 
,·h:ir:i..-tcr o.nd pTCSCnt preJ"U"'tiuu for eternity, ,rhether if ,..., 
~Lould now die. our etemiry would be bppy or tni~erable. I 
put this or o. like que>tion to he:ul• of &milies: indc-cd, it ought 
to be the ~t qu.-tion ,rlth all. both old o.nd yoani;. 

"When the nns,rer ,,,.,. in the o.ffirm:uiTe--tb:i.t they enter­
min.-d IL preT:ulin;; hope of bein;; in IL ;;r:,cious •to.le. I reminded 
them of their const:uit need of the ~ of Chri,t to keep them 
in •urh ., stnte, and their obli;:ation to liTe uea.r to God, by w:i.lk­
in;,; "" Christ ,n,lkc,l. I obserTeJ. that to lh·e thu.• ,rould con­
duce to their own pe:iet- :i.ntl C"nmfort. n..11 Wt"ll :i.~ to the ;:Jory lf 
God. I a.1<0 eo.utioned them a:::un•t the deception of o. faL.., hop,. 
ruid e1horted them to be o.hrny, willin;,; to e1amine them..,JTe,, 
Ly wluiteTer mi;::bt t-eM·e n..~ :i te-it of their ~incerity. So <loin;:, 
they mi;,;ht he either undcccin,d, or !ind their piety o.nd f:Lith 
nia.Je more ~,-ident. 

.. When the ru,swer ,...., in the n.-;:;o.fr•e--tb:it they did not 
eon~i<ler them~lve!i' in a ::rn,ciuu~ !'1,tQ.te. I l't"'DlindcJ. them of the 
bmentn.ble ch:irn.cter of ""uch :1, l-ondu,-.ion. and their ~ltK1my 
prospect beyond the ;;r"-''"e. I .. ,Jcnrnly wo.mro them of the 
d:m~r of rcstin~ there. n.nJ. exhorted them immNiutely t•• Jo'cek 
for mercy by implorin;:: Gut.! tu brin:::; them out uf :1, ~t:a.,,. of con­
dcmn::1,tion. n.nd to rartlon :1.n,l ~"'L-re them tbrou;::h the rcU~mption 
hy .Jesus Christ. Here I fre<1uently enbr~ by puttin;,; them 
in mind of lifp"• uncertainty, of the fully of rillkinp; their WT:>­
tion on their J)O"•ible repento.nee o.t .ome future day. o.nd how 
dreadful their etern,il ata.te must be, should they die impenitent 
IUl•I unpardoned. 

"..:\ftcr mentioning some essential dutiett,. such as repentance, 
faith, lo~e. IUld obedience, I •poke of the relo.tiTc dutie,, of po.rents 
anu children. lll!d urge-i on po.rents :uid ;,;uo.ruiaus the importo.nt 
duty of Lringinp; up their children in the fear of God. I ohsened 
tha.t they •huuld di.<eouro.ge in them what is cYil, :uid cndeaTor 
to re•trnin them from it, rutd encourage them in whnt is com­
mendable nnd ri~ht. .At the .a.me time, they mu•t pro.y God to 
prosper their endeo.Tors fur the good of their children. 

•• After this, I led on the eonTerS1Ltion to the duty of fa1uily 
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pmyer. and inquired whether it ,ru performed in the f:unily. 
When the o.nswer .,..,._. in the drma.ti..-e. I ob,.en-e,I that we 
sboald pray to God with rc..-erence. in •incerity and faith. I 
mentioDed oome good ell'ects ...-bicl,. by the bleAAing of Go<I. it 
tends to prodnce in the mindto of both p,u-ents and children. 
When the lLDBWer ,..,... that f:unily pr:i yer ,..,.,. not attended. I 
ther oboer-red that the neglect of it mnt<t certainly imply a fault 
in them; that they either had no grace. or neglected the pro!''" 
e:itercil,e of it. I told them they ongbt to pray, 1U1d do it right, 
and I e:itborted them serioW1ly to consider it, and to pr:iy for a 
'Tint of prayer. 

"After tbi!I I tnrned my con..-ersation to the children and other,1 
p1'el'ent. Here I nr:;cd the importlUlce of obtaining religion in 
eurly life. "" youth is the most f:L..-or:iblc time for it. I repre­
sented religion :,s conduci..-e to their own peace and ...-elfure, the 
.,..elf:Lre of oth-. and the glory of their He:..-enly Father. I 
recommended it as Dirinely e:itcelleut, and of absolute nece••ity. 
for without it, we must be mi.er:ible. bnt in the •pirit 1U1d pnu:­
tice of it, we sh!ll be like 1U1;;eL-. 1U1d qualified for the joy• 
of bea.-en. Sometimes I asked them quei<tion,. and counseled 
them to le:irn. and nd=ee in gooc1n.,.. "" well :,s knowledge. I 
reminded them of their duty to their parents. and solemnly 
cbarged them not to nrglect that or any other known duty, lout 
to be dntiful and pious children. And in order to mo.-e them to 
it, I led on their thoughts to the solemn day of judgment. the 
joy,, of bea.-en ll.lld the sorrows of bell After speaking of our 
present state of proba.tion and the all•importlUlt consequences 
.,..bicb must fullo,r, I concluded with prayer. 

" Such. my brethren, .,..... the general line of con..-ersation 
... bicb I pursued in tho.e religious risits, aiming to bring into 
view things ofuni.-ersnl concern, our duty and happiness in time 
and throughout eternity." 

It is a snggesti,e, as well as intere~ting fact, that 
a round of pastoral labor, similar to what ii; here 
described, preceded the la.-.t general cffi1,-ion of tlu.• 
Holy ~pirit noti('cd above. 
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In thi;1 connection,. we ought not to p.'1;1;; o,er 
another fonu of pa;.tor-.il h.ibor which Mr. Oshorn 
p;;rformcd with ;strict punctuality, until the grow­
ing up of denomination:il jealousies in after years, 
forced him to abandon it. Once in three months, 
he nsited all the schools in the parish, for the pur­
po;:e of hearing from the S<.•ho]a?'l' recitation:1 of the 
W e;.tmin;;ter A;;;;cmbly' >< Shorter Cate<:hi5l!l, and 
affording such explanations 0f its doctrines as he 
thought adapted to their age and condition. It 
must be remembered, that <luring the early part 
of hi,i ministry, his church stood alone in the 
township. The Bapti,-t Church in Ced:in-i.llc, (:-ince 
?'(>:-ucitate<l,) w:is Sl-:ittercd and dead, and the lletb­
o<lists had not come in. The cu;;tom of teaching the 
Shorter Catechism in the public schools. brought 
from New England, w:i.~ agrccal,le to the antece­
dents of the people, and there is no <loul,t but it 
contributed largely to that clear, di,-criminating 
appreciation of preaching which prcrnik·d among 
hearers thus tr-.iincd. It would not be an unprofit­
able m<.-ditation, to reflect here upon the contr.ist 
between that practice, together with the general 
Scriptural 1-.-nowledgc of the people under it. and 
the times when prl:judice has expelled the prim:iry 
catechism of our church, C\'Cn from many of our 
own parish Sabbath-school;;. 

One of the three rcmarkahlc prcscn·ation;; from 
death, in n10111cnts of imminent p(•ril, which were 
re.:,,,i,-tercd in the P1cnwry of Mr. Osbom, occurred 

-l 
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during one of th= C!ltechetical in;;tructions. * It 
'Wl1S some forty or :fifty years ago. in a ,-,_·hool-ho.i:<e 
which stood near the pre:'<:'nt re:-ldcncc of Ephr-.1im 
H. Whiticar, Esq. While he was standing ";th the 
chiluren around him, the bou:Se was struck by light­
ning, and the fluid, apparently following the course 
of a row of nail" in the floor, entirely tore away a 
toe from one of bis feet, "ithout infiieting upon him 
any other injury b.!yond the te111por-.1ry shock of his 
system. 

The disasters of the <lay were not. bowe,er, ended.. 
In the e\"ening, the house was accidentally ..ct on 
fire by a light ~-:irried by one of the family into the 
attic, while searching for a bandage for his foot. It 
was first discovered by some person in the road, and 
for the second time in the bi,;tory of this pari,;h, the 
"ild cry ofjire! rung fearfully out from the pastor·s 
bouse.t J!clp was g-.ithcrcd in ;;ufficient time to 
sa,e the building, but not without injury extending 
to the dc:;trudiou of a consider-.ible portion of the 
roof. 

It was on the whole, a gloomy night for the 
family, but doubtles,; a good oue for the man who 
was armed ";th the life-long habit of faith, and to 

• One or these proTidentinl dclil"crnoccs w:1.s experienced during 
bis boyhood, in connection u·it.h the up.setting of a loaded wooU-sJcd. 
The second has been recotdcd ,.. following the cnpturc of Fort WasL­
ingtoll- The thitd is now related. 

t The house of llr. Elmer \\':ts <"onsumcd by fire, in, or a littl<" pre• 
Tious to A. D. l 7jr,, in\"oll"ing the loss of the records uf the churt:h, 
alrcaJy noticed. 
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whom the trial of tl1i:< _:;rr:ic-c w:is more precion;; th:in 
goltl. The Lord w,7l prori'de. The earnest of it was 
not long in coming. The next morning, almost 
hcfore the family hau time to dclihcratc upon 
nwa . ..;ure:< of reliet: pari.,hioncna were ,-ecn coming up 
";th board,-, rafters. ,-hinglcs, nail;;, saw,;;, lmmml•rs, 
and wliatl'n•r clS<.' the occ-.1,;ion deman<ll·•l. and he­
fore night. the hon,-ehol<l were snug an<l <l.ry un<l.er 
a ..oun<l roof. and went quietly to their rc:-<t, after 
ble:<:-<c<l thank:<~.in~ mingk-d ";th man~- 1,rayers 
for that "kind peo1,le,. who were so often on llr. 
Osborn's lips and in liis heart.* 

Retuniin~ to the spiritual history of ltr. Osborn's 
p:tstor-.1te, -we finu no ~trongly marke<l. e,cnt...; until 
the year 1826. That year closed amiu:<t another 
c::1.--tensi,e work of grace in the con.~•gation. The 
mo:-<t full account which I ha,·c obtained re,-peeting 
it, is in a letter to his brother, Capt. Elia<l.a 0,horn, 
of Litebfield, ~fay 19, 18:27. 

* In relation to the peril of this house. one mi:;ht almost say. ns n. 
F11irfield gentlema.u once said to the writer, at another strife with the 
consuming cle,tnent. In the sprin~ of 1848, l bclicl"c, while a. town­
ship election wa.s :;oin~ on ""itl.iin it, the OlJ Stone Church was firei.l, 
through n. defect in the sto'\"c•pipe, between the ceiling n.nd roof. 
lien were plenty, but it w-n.s bot $0 with b.,J<l.crs, buckets, n.nd the nll­
importo.nt u.rtic!c of water. For some minutes, the su.lv:ition of the 
building Wllll ~cd ns o.n impossibility. The i;entlelllD.ll referred 
to, (not n. professor of rcli~ion!) was St.'\ntlin:;: ncnr me. I said de­
s:pa.irin:;ly-•· Tbc church mui-t ~o:' "Sot n. bit of it," wns th4! n-ply, 
"it r,m·r linrn tlown."' u \Ylty not'!" I inrp1irctl. u nr~au.,r.'' ~nit} ht', 
''t/u- 9u<>d m,m nbort tt'On"t lrt that buitd;ng bf' brtrntrl: ,n.ind I tell !tr,u."' 

I may o.dd, the fire w11:1 subdueu, witb only some ineonsiderahle 
d:unage to the roof. 
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"The Lord, we beli.,...e., b:,s been c:irrying ou a ,rnnderl'al 
:;racioas ,rork amon;; us since wt X-0\"emLer. There seem..J to 
be !IOIDe nna..-=l serioasD""5 amon;: the people thrnn;:h the fu.11. 
:md Dine were 11.dded to tl,e church on the first fubb:ith in De­
cember. From that time., a i;eaer:i.I a.in.kening oeemed to preni}. 
&Dd a ..-onderfal ~irit of prayer,..,.. poam oat ou old a.nd yonn~ 
Prayer-meetings were multiplied. :i.nd that cold we:ither in .J:u,u­
ary coald not stop the people from :;,>in;; to them. They Tere 
often cro,rded. 

"Sach a. d~ of ;;c,,era.l <=neomes• a.nd a.=iety in reli~on. 
I never before 'll'itnessed. either here. or in &ny other place. 
ll:my were seriously inqniriD;; wb:Lt they should do to 1"' .a...-ed; 
&Dd there were ..,...era.1 insta.nces of a.la.rmin;; con..-iction a.nd di .. 
tresoing fears, sinking a.lmost in despa.ir. One yonn;; =. a.fter 
CODTenJiDg with nnother in the ~enin~. on the int~ting sulr 
ject of reli;;ion. ,rlu1e returning home. felt •nch a. burden of ;::ailt 
that he coald ha.rdly mo..-e alon;;. Ile sa.id it seemed e..-cry 
moment as if the lightning ...-oald .mike him. After ;;oin;; a.Ion;; 
awhile., he knecled down hy the fence &nd prayed: he went 
farther a.nd prayed a.;;ain. a.nd ZL;;ain a.fee:- he returned home. The 
hea...-y ra.in of that .,...enin;; bad thoron;;hly soa.ked hi• cloth,.., !,at 
he se:u-eely thQn;;ht of th:.t, so intensely ...,.. his mind occupied 
'll'ith the concerns of religion and eternity. 

"A meeting for prnycr :ind con..-ersntion 'll'ith the a.=io~ ,ras 

eata.blished, a.nd a.fterirnrds a.nother, bnt so m:i.ny croTdcd in, that 
in a fe,r Teeks they became common prnyer-mectings. The boy,o, 
of their own a.ccord, be;;= a. pra.yer-meetin;;, a.nd after,r:ird,, 
another, both of which nre yet continued.. Yon -.rill understand 
that all these prnyer-mcetin;;s IINl weekly, on fixed evenings. 
Bat besides these., there Tere in the ...-inter, frequent extrn meet­
ings collected in the two villa;;es, • on two or three hon rs' notice. 
One Teek oar people counted nineteen mcetin;;s, fixed :ind extra. 

"J>reviom, to the sa.cr:unent, the Session :ippointed two days to 
converse with those Tho should come forward. The tota.1 nnm-

• Fairton and Ccdarrille, four miles apart, with the Ohl Stone 
Church nea.rly midwny between them. 
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l,c,r propounded :i.nd :ulmjtt,-d to fall commanion with the cbul'Cb 
.._.,.. fifty-one. Thls Te Lt-lie<e i,o the L,rd'• doin;:, :u,J Tbile it 
is ~ellOll."' in OUT ey~ we woalJ. rejoice :1,11d ;:il9e th:lnk...i. 
Anion;,; the :i.f.,re.<:ud numLcr Tere fi,e men Tith their .,..i,.,,.. A 
b.r;:e proportion of the new ~1,el"'!'I :i.re youn;: pe,,y,le. a.nd two 
uf the :i~ of thi~ one of wbom-th:inkM to G04) ! is oar dc:u­
Ron., Robert.* The ~u:ic work ~"' to Le "'till in :1, Dlc:L"urc 
pro~:-ing." 

In !\fr. Oshorn·s notice of the dmreh. pnLlial1e<l 
in the C'l,ri-ti:m O1,-cn·cr. he >'!!.}'"· ,,;tl1out :ul<liu;.:­
any y,artienl:tr--" In 1s:n. we were 1,le••l'tl with 
anoth<•r r<•,·inll, ,lnriug whi,·h :1hout <·i;.:-hty \\ere 
a<l,k•l tn tl1c dmrd1." Ilnt in this :1ceo1111t. lii,­
miu,l l'\;<l<·utly <•llll•r-.ie,-.1 tl1c work of 11-:!7, wl1id1 
is not otherwi,-c notice<! in that article. The y,-ar 
1831 was certainly a Sl':1...'<>n of y,ccnliar religion:< 
interest. On !\I:u-ch 30th of that ~·car, he writes to 
Litchfield-

.. The statP of reli~on i:,1 more cneourn;::in~. Four or fh·e were 
a.d,lC1l to the church l:a.."'t l~em1Jer: nine a.re comin; forward next 
5a.Lbu.th. ". e :ire to ha\"e :i thrl-c tlayi,,' mectin~. bt-~innin;:: ort 
Friday :ind continuing on Sa.turd:1.y :ind ~ahhath. Four or fh·e 
nei:;:hborin;: miniMt<"rs attend and pre:1.t.·h, :l.Dd one of them stay~ 
\\"ith as over the S:i.bbnth." 

In the follo\\;llf:' Augu:<t and De<·cmlx-r of tl1at 
year, there were twenty-seven recein•J. on profr-. 
sion into the chnrd1, so that rcgar,lin;.:- tl1c move­
ment~ of this time a...~ a continuation of tl,c intere:;t 
of 1827, we hu,e the '·al,out eighty" much more 
than made .:::• •<><l. 

* Sow nc,·. r..ohert Osl>orn. of Point Pleasant, \\-estcm \i~inia. 

4* 
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.o\.t thi;a time, mth hut little nnmerical in<.>rea..:c of 
the population of the to'\\"Tl;ahip, the number of com­
ruunic:i.nts in the church had incre:i...._--d frum one 
hundred :ind twenty-fi,e :it the time of ~Ir. 0:;­
bom "s ;.ettlement. to three hundred :ind thirty-six. 
The Old Stone Church h:icl become ;;o filled th:it 
not a. pew, and scarcely :i sitting, either on the :floor 
or in the sp:iciou,- ~lcri('S.. remained mthout rent. 

In 1836, (lli. Osborn then being in his iSth ye:ir,) 
Re •• D:ind lkKc.-e.. from Kentucky, W:lS install<·d :is 

~~-tor, to t:ike part in the labors of this large 
pari,-h. During this year, the Spirit wa.~ once more 
poured from on high, in :i work of grace which the 
aged pa.::tor char:ickrized :is the most powerful 
which had occurred during his ministry, mth the 
single but lamentable exeeption ofits short continu­
a.nee. In .August of tl1:it year, sb.-ty-one united with 
the church,_the large;;t number recei,ed at :iny one 
communion during hi,; pastorate. 

As this closes the history of ing:itherings under 
his pastoral :idmini,-tr:itions, it may here be said the 
number recei,ed on profc,-,-ion under his mini,;tr_)·, is 
a fraction o,er six hundred. And it i~ recorded 
with peculiar sati,-faction, that notwithstanding his 
was so eminently :in administration of rc,;,•als, still 
the ag~regate number which we ha,e counted up as 
the fruit of those ren,al;;, makes but little more 
than one half of the total accessions just named. 
Almost one half were the occa.~ional dropping in of 
new memhers :is the fruit of the every day faithful­
ness and faith of the pastor aud people, in the rcgu-
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Jar mc:,.ns of grace. It i;; a not:lhle e.-idence that 
the ab~nt'e of p-eat outward religions demon~ 
tions, is no eridence tha.t Chri;;t has forsaken his 
minister;;. or is not prc;;ent in their aclmi11ii'tr".1tions. 

)Ir. !.k'Kce's p:i:,--tor:i.l relation to the church con­
tinued only about two yc:,.rs. After his dismi,-,-ion, 
Father o~bornc. a;; it is now time to eall l1im. under 
his weight of four-score years-the time when men 
are genernlly expected to 

" R:ithcr sigb and groan th:ul li \"e,.., 

was once more left alone in the ra--tornte. Ilis lahors 
W'>uld ha'°e been sufficiently arduous, enn if the 
sky had been a;; serene as formerly. o,·er hi,- admin­
i,-tra.tion. But be w:i.;; now to pa.~s under some 
clouds and meet some an.""Cicties and cares which 
were new in his experience. 

Though calm in his spirit toward men, he scltlom 
failed to take his po;;ition on question,. and it was 
done in such a way that all knew where to find him. 
In the tro11blcs of the Presbyterian church pre,;011s 
to 1837, and which then resulted in the organic tli­
,;sion into what are now known as the Old and :K cw 
S<ohool, Father Q,.bom';o sympathies were with the 
latter, while some influential memhers ofhi,; session 
and church, an<l a majority of his Presbytery were 
with the former. 

Although he belic,ed and prcache<l the doctrine,; 
of per;;onal election and the certain perseverom:e of 
Christians. >'till bis friends never claimed that be wa...; 
a stron~ly Cah;nistic theologian; and in this time of 
unusual sharpness in searching out heresies, he 
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made scwral free exposul"C:', (once at lea..~ before un 
:i.-;seml.,ly of co-presbyters. under much provoc-.itiou 
:i.s be averred.) of.icws of the atonement which were 
i:;ure to be offensive to a rigid Cah-ini,rt;. 

It wa.-< in the mi<l,-t of th1..,;e excitements that the 
rri..,..bytery of West Jersey, which gcogr:i.phic-..1.lly 
include:; FairficlJ. wa,; set oif from the Prci:;1,ytery 
of Philatlel1,l1ia, and in the new Pn.-,;bykry he :<t<10<l 
alone among the 1uiui,-tcr,;,, ou the quc:<tions wliicb 
were ro<:king the church. .Althou;:h he hu,1 for 
Ion;: year:< hccn an acc,·ptablc co-pr,-,.hytcr with men 
of the high,-,,-t orthodox stamp, such for example as 
Doctor ,.\.,:hbcl Gr,-cn. :<till his ccc·lc,-ia,,tical po,-itiou 
was now scriou,-ly impcrilcu. )lca:;urcs ,lid not, 
however, reucb the lcu.,..rth of formal char:.:es of 
hcrei:;y, but there wa,; ruuch earnest discussion of the 
matter, hoth in and out:;i<le of the meetings of the 
Presbytery.' The final result of the a.,...;tation was 
the clismerul~n,icut of his church, anu the organiza­
tion of the Presbyterian church iu Cctlan;Ul', known 
as the Brick church, ancl finally the transfer of him­
self and the old church. from the l're,-bytcry of 
"\Vest Jcr,-cy to the Third l're,-bytcry of Pbilaclcl­
phia. * In thi:; la.-<t connection be continued to the 

• It is proper to say ti.int the Cc-darTille org:i.nizn.tion is not \\'holly 
due to this 1.li:i.turbunce. The necessity of a st'parate ehnrch in tha.t 
villag,,, had long b<,eo & subject or thought, and "·ilhout the excite­
ment of the times, things were nearly ripe for iL There iiil-, ho,·el"er, 
11,0 question that the etents recorded a.boTe "·ere the immetliate OC• 

cn.sion of the ~eparntion, n.nd it is certainly owing to t~c c-.LM1c~1. 
strife or tbut dny, tbnt the village of Ccdan·ille no"· contnins ttt:o 
P"·~hytcrin.n ebnrtbN. 
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end of lifo. in great peace mth :ill br:mchcs of the 
church of our common Redeemer. 

But while Father O,,born took his position strong­
ly, and m.:untained it amid."t a w:mn excitement 
rising sometimes to a,,--perity, he was enable<l. to main­
tain in the view of all sides, his charncter for integ­
rity :ind piety. The settling away of the first excite­
ment..;; of the dispute, found him still high in the 
eonfidet'ee of both Old and Xew School, and in the 
=icty and pulpil:.5 of :ill, he was once more the dear 
and honored mini>.-ter. of Christ. The dufcrenee, so 
far as it affecte<l his per,;onal rel:i.tion to hi~ br•!th­
ren, was ,-oon forgotten by almo,,-t :ill, and by none 
sooner than himself. I belie,e I may say that at the 
time of his death, e,ery church in Fairfield bearing 
any relation to his former charge, and e,ery minis­
t('r of the Pre,;bytery to which he formerly belong­
ed, re,r-irded him with the same unaffected re,('rencc 
:is if the times from 1836 to 1~0, had nc,cr had an 
existence. 

I I...--new him when these e,ents were yet fresh. be­
fore l:icerat..-d tempers gener-.illy ha,e tim'-' for hc:tl­
in~, and my relation,; to him were such that if he 
was disposed to transmit any latent grudge to any 
linng mortal. he would probably ha,e "°u;::ht to im­
bue rue ,nth it. But I rejoice to say I nc,er heard 
fro:n his lip:- a word which would ha,·c gone har,;h­
ly to the foelings of tho"c mth whom he had come 
into el•cl;>si:i..stical ronflict. It wa,; a ~u11ect upon 
which he seldom !<poke, and as time wore away, he 
as seldom thought. It is a fuct full of significance 
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re:,.--recting his ,-pirit. that when his memory lwg:m 
to 1,c scriou,-Jy impaired, the dh;sion of the Prl-,;by­
terian church was the :first eccle:,iastical cnnt of 
:my importance which in his mind, wa,; clouclccl 
with a haze. Four years pre.ions to his death, 
when the outlines of the hi:Story of his pastoral 
charge were still clear in hi,: n•memhrancc, and 
when he ;;poke freshly of the formation of the Pres­
bytery ofWcst Jersey, he was Jx.wi!,lcred whenask­
c<l for the circum,-tancCB of his scp:iration from it, 
and only succeeded with grc:it difficulty, in rec:illing 
the fact of the dinsion of the chnrch. It is a mourn­
ful spectacle to witness the waning powers of a no hie 
mind, but the thought could hardly be a\"oidcd, that 
if the failure of his memory had produced no obli­
vions more painful than this. he mi;ht almost ha\"e 
been congratulatc.-d on its decline. 

About tbc s:ime time with the organization of the 
Old School"church in Cedarville, Father Osborn was 
called to gi\"e up another portion of his people who, 
on account of the local inconn•nienec of the Stone 
church to them, formed a N cw School church in 
Cedarville. Mo,:t of the membcrs of this church 
went in with certificates from the old Fairfield ;;cs­
sion. Thus the organization which had rcmaincd 
intact for about a century and a half, bccamc .:ucl­
denly multiplied into the three Pre;.byterian churches 
which now exist in the township of Fairfield, to ";t: 
T11e Fir.:t Pre,:hyterian clmrc-11 of F~1irfi.,J1L ,.in('e rc­
mo\"ed to the ,·ill:ige of Fairton, which retains the 
legal succession, and is now under the pastoral 
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char.!?e of Re,. ,fames Boggs: the Fir:-t Presbyterian 
church of Ce<lamllc. (the Brick church.) of which 
Re,. John A. Annin is p:i.;:tor; and the Second 
Pn..,;byterian church of Ccdan-illc, (the White 
church.) nuder the pastorate of Re,. Charles F. 
Diver. The fin<t and la:<t arc connected with the 
Fourth Presbytery of Philadelphia, and the Brick 
church with the Pre:-bytcry ofWe,,--t Jersey. All of 
them arc in a state of thrift, perhaps exceeding that 
of the average of churches of their circuru,-1::lnccs 
and breadthof:6.cld; :md theyli,c in as harmonious 
intercourse :i.;: any group of churches within my 
knowledge. Ilam1ony wa~ the spirit breathed into 
their parent~ under the mini,,--trations of their sacr.1-
mental futhcr, and until recently, the sight of bis 
venerable fom1 among them, has been a gentle and 
lh-ing admonition-" Children, lo,e one another!" 

Father Osborn continued to pre,;ide o,cr the 
mother church after its se,erc depletion by the dr.ifts 
from Cedamllc, until 1844:. He had then reached 
his cigl1ty-sixth year, and his weight of years seemed 
to present an impcrati,c necessity for hi,, release 
from the care of a con/r?'cgation. He presented his 
request for a dismission, to the Presbytery, and that 
body thereupon sundered the long, well ,:u,;tained, 
and mutually affectionate relation between the pas­
tor ::.nd people of the Old Stone church. It wa"folt 
by all concerned :i.s a mournful necessity. It is sel­
dom that a minii'tcr becomes in so many rc"Pccts, 
the !'pi ritual father of his flo,·k. There was but here 
and there one who could remember his comiu!-{ 
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among them. Of all ·,rho were members of the 
ch=h at that time, one ag~-d man alone remained. * 
Fairfield, since his settlement, h:td received but little 
increase by immigratic,n, and <.-onsequently acc.-cs­
sions to the church by certificate, had been rare. 
Almost all who were members at the time of his dis­
mission, had received their baptism at his hanrui, and 
their coverulllt vows from his lips. They were the 
children for whom be had travailed in 1irth until 
Christ was formed in them. But it mi.s a necessity 
which should be met by submission, not rebellion; 
and the Pr<.-suytery, pastor, and people all bowed 
under it and said, " The will of the Lord be done!'' 

In closing the history of his pastoral a<lminktra­
tion, the minute adopted by the Pn.-sbytery, on the 
occasion of bis di.smission, April 1844, =y be ap­
propriately subjoint.-d. It was prepared by Rev. 
J)...1vid Malin, D. D. 

"In complying with the reqaest of oar Tenernble Father 11.11d 
Brother in the ministry, the Re .... Eth= 0..burn, to dissolve 
the P~ml rel:Ltion between himself and the chnrch and con­
greg,,.tion of Fairfield, ?>ew Jen,,,y, the Pre.bytery feel thnt there 
are circumstances of interest which render it worthy of pec:uliAr 
notice. 

"For fifty-four yeu,,, Father O,,born hns ministered to this 
bt'llnch of Zion, during which time IL de;.,"Tce of harmony And 

* ltr. Nathan Bateman, whose subsequent death and burw lltt 

noticed in a letter to Father Osborn's sister, lolrs. Kilbourn. "Nov. i, 
1848. Thia morning :Snth= Balemlln died. Of 125 members of the 
ebun:b at my ordination, be WILS the luBt. I nm r,:queste<l to preach 
at bis fUllcn,.l to-morrow. 8th. I n:turnc<l from the funeru.l near 
noon. A 1~ number attended. My tt-xt \\"ns Ht-h. i\". !t." 
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frielmbip bu mbeisted between putor &Dd people. and a aae­
ce. bu att.eDded Im ministry, highly c:l'editable t.o them, aDd 
happily iII:aatrating tbe beauty Uld importance o£ .. penm!Zlf'llt 

put.oral relation.. 
"Now, l:>te in the e.-enmg or life, in tbe eighiy-lifth year ot1ua 

age, after ha-ring been permitted to enjoy ill eormeetion with his 
labcml, 118Veral ?fflnls of religiOll; ud after haTing baried all 
bat ou or thoee who campo,,ed Jwi 1lock at the time of his instal­

latioD; and art.er ha-ring - the childrell or two ,;enereoom, 
baptized Tith bis own hMds, -=-f,nr; t<> the p1- ill the 
dmrcb -=ated by their father,, he. comes with IUl vndimini•W 
regard for bis people, -1 in the unabated enjoyment oC their 
-sdmce-1 d~ to --.is bis unit.eel aDd haffy eharge· 
to the can or this body. 

"The Presby1ay eammmcl this chm'Ch Sor pro'riding ~ their 
worthy and v--.b1e P- -y-=ne to lean apoa their 
arm while be lives, and ~ Oil their bolom when he dies. and 
hope that other cb~hes msy follo,r their -ple. n 

5 



PART III. 

.-Olll ms I>lll3IISSION TO ms I>ECUSE. 

FotlltTED years of life remained to Father Osborn 
as a mmist.er without a pastoral charge. Those who 
supposed that after his dismission, he would resign 
himself to the repose wbkh an old man is expected 
to~seek, underrated the strength of his de\"otion to 
the work of God. In his own breast there was no 
sueh thought. In a letter to his Litchfield friends, 
writt.en. after he had anDOUDced his intention to :isk 
a dismission, but before it had been carried into 
effect, he says-" Do remember me to James Birge, 
Esq. * and tell him I shall still preach more or less, 
when I ai'n dismissed." The ruling sentiment of his 
heart had been love to Chrit,1:, to his work, and to 
the eoula of men. From step to step, it had carried 
him through rising degrees of devotion to his profes­
sion, until at the moment when he received ecclesi­
astical liberty to retire, he found himself under 
another law, as if written upon the chamber of his 
heart, "N eeessity l!I laid upon me, yea woe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel!" 

Throughout the churches of the region, his name 
was a household word, and there were few of them 
to whom a pastor could offer a more accepta­
ble cx:casional treat, than to present before them 

* A compaaio,, in arins dllriag hla ltffice iJl the army. 
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Father Osbom as the preacher for the day. He• 
:i.n.iled himself of numerons invit.ations t.o supply 
neighboring pulpits, either to fill -vacaucies, or to 
give pastors a Sabbath's l'CSpite. Preserving those 
methodical ha.hits for which hi! was peculiar, he was 
accust.omed to spend the months from the cooling 
off' of summer heat to. the time for "going into 
winter quarters," as he expressed it, in a round of 
p?28.Cbing exclll't!ions sometimes reaching from Pitts­
grove to Cape May. In this circuit, denomination­
alism was ignored. To him, the pulpits of Presby­
terian, Baptist, or Methodist churches were rJl the 
same, if he could but use them to "speak as a d,mg 
man unto dying men." November 7, 1848, (re­
member he has now passed his ninetieth year,) he 
writes to his sister Kilbourn : 

"Smee my retima. [from his 1- visit to <'-onuecticut,] I have 
not ~ idle, bat ha-re preached. here &Dd there among the ~ 
tiata, M:ethodista, Old Scbool and Xew School Presb_ytemns. Oat 
of twenty-he &bbaths in 1111cee,mon, I h&ve preached nineteen; 
maU-ba&two,mttieearro,mding~" 

:By the "SlllTOnndiDg congregations," I suppose 
he means those which are in Fairfield and the re­
gion around. He was a frequent preacher in the 
Old Stone Church, the scene of his former labors; in­
deed for at least six yea.rs, he conducted the morn­
ing serviC"l there about once a month. 

The last sermon which he wrote, was a farewell 
to that venerable edifice, on the occasion of the re­
moval of the congregation to Fairton. The setting 
off' of the Cedarville churches had cT('ated such a 
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·geographk:al change in the congregation, that a new 
location became essential to its prosperity. A new 
house of worship had been erected in the growing 
villageof'Fairton, about a mile and a halfwest,and 
by arrangement, March 20, 1850, was designated as 
the time when, with preaching and sacramental 
coD1D1DDioD, we should tarn from the .onsecrated 
walls, hallowed by so many exhortatioDS, prayers, 
sacramell.ts, sorrows and joys, and leave them alone, 
a silent memorial of the past, a monument of change 
and death. 

At the request of the pastor and session, Father 
Osaorn accepted the charge of preparing a eermon 
for the occasion; indeed there would have been an 
unpardom,ble impropriety in any other arrangement. 
The reader will be grateful for some quotations from 
this eeimon. * I will offer no apology for lengthen­
ing the number of these pages with copious extracts 
from a performance which may exhil>it less '1gor 
than some of his earlier efforts would show. We 
have passed his prime. I now wish to bring out the 
aged preacher, in all the faithfulness of his still fov­
ing heart, and under circum'Stances which could not 
fail to awaken for him the sympathy of his audience. 
He is now in his ninety-eecond year. The place 
where he stands was the scene of his eventful minis­
tratioDS for more than half a century, and he does 
not expect ever to preach from that pulpit again. 

• For a copy I &111 mdebted to the family or bis -in-law, Bickart 
Bed liq., ot Cincimiali, \broagb whole care the original llS. bu 
bee~ 
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After reierring to the ministry of his predecessor, 
who in liSO preached the first sermon in the house, 
t.o his own labors there, and to those of the writer 
of this .memoml, then the pastor of the congrega­
tion, he proceeds-

.. I -,- aafely •Y that by tbe preaching of tbe1!e ·tmee mum­
t.en, in thia boalle, the doctriaes and all things ~ to duty 
and oaln.tiou. ba..-e bes clearly esplai,>ed mad wtbfully urged 
upon the people. Tbe doctrine of humaZl depranty bu been a:­
pla.med aud proved from Scripture and-obeer\"Jltiu,. Here 
a1ao the doctrine or ~ baa been ~Y aet f'ortb, 
and the abeolut.e neceuity o£ n uri;ed upoa tae people. It bae 

been abown that- - be- created in Cbmt Jeem. mut 
bave tbe love of God ruling in oar beRte, or we cm ~er be ad­
mitt.ed into m. mgdom. 

.. Ah,o the doctrines of ~tance -= God ad faith in tbe 
Lord J- Christ, bave been faithfully preached in thia bou,,e, 
ud their abtoolute ~ in order toobtaiJI pardon and bea.ft'll­
ly felicity. Lili:eriie the clutiee preeenned in tbe gospel b&ve 
been. esp~ and inmeted on. Tbe people have been. informed 
that~ 1cne to God is tbf:ir ~ duty. Here alao 
they have been taugbt the duties we o,re, one to &DOther, to do 
good w all according to oar a.bilities aud opportm,itiee : and 
to oomielvee, to liYe •ber aud relii;iOCl9 lives in the worid. Here 
abo, that tbe law forbids fJTerY mn, whether in aetion, word or 
h9rt, &nd pl'OIIOUDC9II a cane 011 e'l'C)' tnDllgreNOr or it. For 
• Cllraed is ~ 011e that C011tinueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the la,r to do them.' And u all ha..-e ruu:aed, 
tbererore no human beini; eau be justiW before God by the deeds 
of the law, or by meritorioaa obedi-. The law requiree per­
fect ud perpetual obedielloe. Bat U DO - bu yielded l!Gl:h 
obedienee, or pOlll!e88ed siDleN perfectioll, therefor,, in TaiD do yam 
DOY look to the law for juati1icatioll, •-to--...... --. leaDU..law.,.ao.' 

5* 
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":S-. tbaDb to God! tbe gospel --.la away of~ 
bow - may obtain forgivmeas and tbe !&Tor oC God. And tbia 
w-d gaepel has often been preached iz, this home, the gospel 
wtiicb ol!'ers a free pardoa to t!'rfll'Y hamble pemt.mt. • Tms is a 
faidd'ul •yini; and worthy of all acceplati<m, that Christ J'esaa 
- im:o tbe ..-odd to S&Te sinners.' The bie-d SabOar m-
-riies the wazy and heavy laden sinner to come to him, uaming 
Jm,,. tlm he will mise him up at the 1- day, to --1 life. 
Such is ibe umting and benelieent language of the goepel. Bat 
at tbe -- time, both law- and gospel cleDoance f!'rerlatiag pcm­
isbmem-OD IIDCh u "li«t tbe Sarioar ud me impemt.mt. 

"Now tbe mt.erestmg questioll is, How haTe tbe people im­
proftd the pnachin; of the Jaw and the gospel? Kost of ~ 
wbo liTed mider the JIIW8try of my prea- have gone to the 
grave.• Bat to yoa wbo are yet liTiDg and beariug the goepel, 
the q11e11tion is aolemn and imponaDt. Have yoa. ao impl'O\'ed 
the preacbiDg of God's word u to become wiM umo aal-ratioii 
tbroagh faith in Christ.,_! 

• • • • • • * • • • 
"To tbc>,e wbo are pious belieYera, I woa1d eay, :yoa have 

cbc.m the good part, and God bu begml a gracioas work in yoa. 
wtiicb he wiJl carry OD utatiJ. it t.ermimt.ea in glory. So that by 
faith r, Christ, hal'ing laid h<i1d OD the hope set beiore aa. yoa. 
may --re a strong oomo1ation, and go OD yoo.r Chziatiaia eoane 
rejaicmg. Be not aatiaSed Yithyoarpneent relative a.ttammmta, 
bat prea forward to the mark oC perfectioa, the prise of the high 
eallmg ot God in Christ J"esaa. Uae tbe appoiDted - o£ read­
ing and hearing the word of God, not f~ the --bling 
of :yoanelft8 tor public worship, as many do, and by DO -

neglect tbe priTilege and dDiy ot pn.yer. A.alt and recei'NI, not 
Clllly tliat :yoa may haft grace to - God, bat that yoa may 
a1eo ~ iD ~ and in tbe knowledge of ,oar Lozd J"­
Chriat. In tlm way religioll will ~ more pleuam. The 

• Be might have a.id aQ....literaDy ao, if be mernd to tboae who 
wileD the, beard bis ~. were ol<l eDOUgA to recall ""1 oC 
the imtractiOD imparted. 
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- yooa adftDCe toward be&TeDlypmection, the mare~ 
eel yoa ,rill be with hea-,ly enjoyment. • 0 taste and - that 
the Lord is good.' 

•c-i.ra1mp1aam...,., 
.bolla&•-Jlla-• 

"NeTer be weary in well doing. for in perseverance, yoa shall 
in d'lle time reap a i;torioaa m.nest. A.a &1l inducement thm to 
Jive and spend yoar rmi&iDiDg days, remember yoar judge and 
mine ,rill ere long call m to &Dnrer, haT I have preeched tbe 
ppel and how yoa have improved it. 

• • • * • • • • • • 
" I now tum to those of J'01l whoee fnt'llre h&ppinelia is not yet 

--1 by wth in the !fedi&tor. YO'llJ' l'U'll&tion is a.wfally 
da.ngerom. Yoa &NI now saapended between .the po11111"bility of 
eterD&l happiness or et.emal miNzy. Yoa are now between the 
two vast extremes, or if I may more plainly espress it between 
heaven &1ld hell Either celestial b&ppin- or infernal mi8ery 
mast in a short time be your everlasting portion. llo,r solemn is 
the prospect before you-the joys oC heaven or the sorrows of 
hell, oae of which mast be your everl&sting portioa,--tbe latter 
ei:cept ye tum at God's reproo£. • A.a though God <lid beseech 
yoci by WI, we prsy yoa, in Christ's stead, be ye reooaciled to 
God.' Belie.-e me when I ay it is my heart's deiiire and prsyer 
to God, that yoa &lld I may ha.-e a joyfal meeting &t the judgment, 
in the presence of our Lord Je8WI Christ. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
"A.a we upect this to be ibe last Sabbath on which I shall 

speak to yoa from this pal.pit, let me ay, in the presence of God 
wbo bows my heart, that I ha.-e endeavored and prayed that I 
might faithfally perform my miDisteri&l duties. Though I am 
comcioas of lll1>Ch imperfection, God is my wit'lla8, that I have 
ever preached Sllch doctrine and precepts as I verily believe &NI 

~ to his word. I have repeatedly Aid, • the lines are fal­
len amo me in plsant plaeee; yea, I have a goodly heritage.' 
With gratitude to God I look back apon the religiou rerinle 
with which he has blessed WI a.nd the friendly relatiOll8 which 
have sabeiated between as. It is DO small satisfaction that as 
pastor and people we separued as frieiw, and that a pl-• 
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iulleeoiat• aabaista between myself' and my -r, yom­
p-= paMGr- Ne,-« were the people mott dear to me, I ahall 
lave tbeai" u Ion,; u I liTe. 

.. Excme my plai=eoa, and permit me oace more to IIILY in the 
fuilMM al my feeling,,. tlm my heart's deeire and prayer to God 
far '10ll all ia, that you may be 11&ved. A.a it will not be long 
before we must each ann-er to God-I for my ministry', and you 
for your imp?oT_.,..t of it, let us be diligent in what dnty re­
maim and in adTanein:; to-nrd be&Tl!D. Let brotherly loTe con­
tinue and abound, util it shall be perfected in the bea..-enly 
kingdom. Aud m:,y God prepare us all to meet in be&..-en ! I 
D011' bid you • cordial f&rewell, prayin:; that it may we ,rel} 

with yoa in this world, in ble,,ainga of baJtb and prosperity, u 
far u sball be for (l()d's glory and yoar own good, and that in 
the future world, entered with YOll1" blaeed SaTI01U iDtio the joy 
o£ yoa:r Lord, YOD JD:Ly r.uz wi:u..,, 

There "is a mournful comeliness in tbe circum­
stance tbat his last attempt to compose a sermon 
should &al"e been resen-ed for the last Sabbath ser­
'rice that was held '\\"lthin that l"enerable sanc­
tuary, which, to him, "WaS the most sacred place 
this side of heal"en. It almost seems as if the build­
ing which, while its walls were yet fresh from the 
bands of the builder, had received him as the me;;­
senger of heaven, and which had ad=ced along 
with him from youth to old age, grew weary of the 
voice of men as the time approached for his plain 
and gentl~toned utterances to be heard no more. 

In speaking of this discourse as his last attempt 
at sermonizing, I refer to the la.hors of his study­
writing for the pulpit. It must not be understood twit 
he then ceased to preach. From this time forward, 
it is true, there was a more pel"!eptible falling away 
of power for publi<: labors; still his friends in this 
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region know how dearly that blessed old sen-ant of 
Christ lo'\"ed to preach, and how earnestly he con­
tinued, for se'\"eral years more, to lift up his voice 
for the gospel But nature could not hold out for­
ever. The inten-als between his pulpit labors 
lengthened, until the summer of 1855, when at the 
a,,we of ninety-se'\"en, in the church in Fairton, he 
preached for tl 3 Ia,,--t time. Who can tell how aifect­
ing a semce it would ha'\"e been to himsel~ had he 
supposed that it was, with the e.:s:ception of assisting 
in subordinate parts of semce, his last official min­
istration. Was it not a. gentle providence that he 
did not! This semce, reckoning from his licensure 
in 1786, completed sixty-nine yea.rs of actual semce 
a.s a. preacher of the gospel of salrntion. 

While among the last things of Father Osborn, 
the reader will find room for >'Ome thoughtful re-
11.ection.s in perusing what is supposed to be the last 
letter which he wrote.* It is dated a little more 
than two years previous to his death, and addressed 
to the sole sumvor among his brothers and sisters, 
Mrs. Thalia :Kilbourn. Mark how oblivious he be­
comes of long periods, i;peaking of the characteris­
tics of the country as if he were a fresh emigrant 
giving information that was all new to her, and of 
his exchange with Mr. Smalley, a clergyman who 
had been deceased some twenty years, as if it were 
a ~ent event. Observe also, how the fact that all 
his bn.1thers and sisters, except herself had gone, 

" One of lattt dAl.e has been .U.covcred 1W1ce this p&ragnl}'h ,ras 

written. 
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has passed from his memory. The thoa,,crht 01 his 
ofi"emig ~ at ninety-six years 01 age, to supply 
a vacaut congregation in Connecticut, may excite a 
smile, but it will be one of pleasure in the inex­
baustil>Ie strength of his devotion to the work <>1 
his :Master. It is the expression of his indor.i.itable 
passion to be always preaching Christ. 

.. F~ Nzw Jzun, 
~:S,111$i. 

"l>lu.a SaTa,-Tbrollgh the i;ood- ol' God. no is tbe 
gnw ol ,rrery good. gift, we ajoy good bealth. I ay-, -
mg Sanh lllcQaeen ud myae1£. We liTe in a two ~ h-, 
with a good cellar 1IJlder it ILDd chambers. The ,rater is DOt 
qutt.e 90 good U it is Ul Connecticut, though better tbazl tfm 
which is eti1l - the alt manheA. The faee or the coantry 
is one - euended plain for miles~ N-, etoDee - the 
samaee; - an focd iD broob and riTllleta. The '"K bu 
bes eo-womed 'With crops, year after year, tlm it r~ 
aboolt the 11&1De sa iD Connecticut.• The lAlld does DOt prodace 
potatoes "° plentiiiilly as in Connectieat, but they a.re more mild 
ud ban no atrong tute. They make DO use of' pot&toe9 for 
fMtam,g and nilling bogs. They feed their horNS almost 

ahogetaer with -
.. Their religiou ~ are -:mendable Very few 
~ •bo atteDd no religioaa meeting. I bow of none. We 
han di&rent eects as you b&TII; ·the~ - D­
~; tba the ~ ud tbell the Ba.ptiata. They are 
mmg1ed in the - neighborhood -.rithout uy contentioD, IDd 
,mm iD ~ • if of' ODf' CWM1111ina+ion I han esdumged 
palpiio with Xr. Smalley, a :B&ptiaimiDistier: no eomplaint waa 
made. la religi-. the earth - to be still ud at rest. I 
iraat muy b&n Tital piety. :n,e orclim.nces of baptism and t.be 

• Be ia apeaking or the coaatzy aa it waa before the agricaltunl 
adTaac:emeD.ta oft.be last i.renty..fiTe years. 
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Lord'• Sapper are iq;alarly Ddminist.ered qmneriy-fcar ~ 
m.ayear. 

" Do ...-rite bef'ore loo:;. and tell ,rho of oar fatber' • children 
and gnmd child-. are IiTilll;, and 1rbo or the 1-dozis are liv­
ing. Who is yoqr minister uo,r ! And wbo preaches in !lilt.on? 
If they have - I think I sboald be ..-iilmt; to preach for them 
:nrhile. I ,..... dmmissed by my OWtl ?equest. Kr. Meeker ia 
oar :mimst.cr uo,r, and is well esteemed. We live m pea,ce, 1111d 
:may the God of peace be with and bless you. 

"Enu.,r Ouou." 

From this time forward, there ~ supJ>O!SOO to be 
a. rapid decay of his mental powers. Havin; before 
this time been tnnsferred to a parish in another 
State, I had few opportunities for a personal obser­
'\"8.tion of the condition of his mind. When I occa­
sionally did see him.. it appeared to me-and in this 
view I am supported by some of his most judicious 
friends-that his faculties generally were in a much 
sounder condition than casual obsel"\"ers supposed. 
His memory was far gone, sometimes so far that he 
seemed t.o lose the recollection of those who were 
dearest t.o him in life. Often he could not remem­
ber the common events of life, an instant aft.er they 
had passed. He would sometimes perform · family 
worship twice in the morning, and I belie,e in some 
cases a third time, forgetting that it had been ob­
served at all It is howe,er a striking index to the 
state of his heart, that his memory of worship was 
never trea.cherous in the opposite direction. He 
never forgot to obsel"\"e tiynily devotion!'I. 

Still I could never pereei'"'c but his perception of 
truth, his reason, and even his judgment were sound, 
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when some friendly voice was at band to keep his 
mind from losing the points of a conversation. 
Without such assistance, he would soon become be­
wildered. . But with the simple aid of prompting his 
memory, I ha'"e heard him, within the last year of 
his life, make observations, and even draw conclu­
sions from a process of reasoning, with the sense 
and shrewdness which belonged to his better days. 
Let it be remembered how the loss of the single 
faculty of memory 8fflJU to unhinge the whole mind, 
and the appart:Rt intellectual decay of Father Osborn, 
in bis last year, is explained.. 

With all the infirmity which he carried into these 
years of almost absolute retirement from the world, 
it may with truth be said that his last days were his 
best days. His spiritual sense was ne'"er dimm,JI. 
Ask him of things of this world, e'"en the number 
and names of his own children, and in tile effort to 
gather up a correct reply, his mind would often be­
come so confused, that the whole subject would es­
cape his attention. But ask him of the dealings of 
God with bis soul, and his bow abode in strength. 
Among earthly things, he might often be lost, but 
he ne'"er wandered in the way to the throne of 
grace. People said with wonder-" How happy 
Father Osbom is! and how happy he makes all 
around him !" It did seem strange that ouc so lost 
to the natural enjoyments of life, and who was such 
an object of care and au."\'.iety, requiring for his safe­
ty an almost sleepless ,;gilance, should still retain 
the power of diffusing such a serene tranquillity 
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al'Olllld him. But there he sat, or walked from room 
to room, or \l"andered about the ground..-<, singing 
some happy song of Zion. or relating some sweet ex­
perience, t.alking always of mercies, and wondering 
how any can 1.-omplain when God is so good. 

But his work for God is not yet don<!, and we are 
to contemplate him once more in· the :field of acti\"e 
duty. The winter of 1857-8, \\"3S to all the churches 
of Fairfield, a season of great rerre;hing. The work 
was general, powerfnl, and full of incidents illustra­
ting the power of prayer. 

The cn·-.A Renr:Jl ! was one which would almost 
mo\"e F;thcr Osborn in his coffin: certainly while · 
litlng, it could not fail to kindle all the inflamma­
bility that was left in his nature. It did not start 
his ;;pirit into new life, for it fonnd him already gird­
ed, arming himself for his last battle in the earthly 
Christian warfure. It came not to rou..qe him to pray­
er, for it foun«l him praying for this one more sight 
of the glory of sal\"ation among the community 
whom he nc,er CC21Sed to call bis people. It may 
well be do'!lbted whether, in the sight of God, there 
was any human 3,:,"'l?nt in that great retl\"al, more 
active than the old pastor, wrestling with the Angel 
of the Covenant, in his Bethel home. Like the pa­
triarch, he wrestled almost literally until the break­
ing of the day, for so engrossing had the work be­
come to his own soul, that he sometimes rose from 
his. bed, in the dead of night, to pray for particular 
uncon\"erted persons whose sptritual peril awakened 
in him amcieties too deep to allow slumber. 

6 
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His apprehension of things ::i.round him, such as 
the spiritual condition of his neighbors and the state 
of the churches, experienced an a::.'tonishing resUB­
citation, and he was on<.-e more in the blaze of the 
old revival years. Mo,,;; of this. it m11<-t be remem­
bered, was at a remove froni the sympathetic infiu­
ences of crowded assemblies with their mourning 
sinners and happy eon\"erts.. It was mostly in the 
quiet of his own household, and in the deeper seclu­
sion of his commuuion with God. He attended 
only a few of the public meetings; his infirmities 
forbade his going abroad oftener. But he kept him­
self adnsed of all that was going forward. and 
preached to · his family, (then consisting of two 
persons in addition to himse~} of the wondrous 
sal\"&tion of God, and held with them many meet­
ings of _prayer for a blessed ingathering of souls. 

His last appearance in church was in connection 
with this work. He was then in the one hun­
dredth year of his ~<PC. It was in the "White 
Church," in Cedarrule, at a meeting of "young 
converts," in number from one hundred and fifty 
to two hundred, to listen to a sermon from Re\". 
Mr. Parker, who had greatly aided some of the 
local pastors during that season• of arduous labor. 
He heard Mr. Parker with :fixed attention, through 
a long and interesting discourse, and was then 
called on to add an exhortation, and oifer the con­
cluding prayer. Coni:erning this performance, ~e 
pastor, Mr. Diver, wrkes me-" He oeemed like an 
old veteran commander in the army, taking a ,iew 
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of the recrnits just en~ng the semee for King 
ImmanueL He reminded them it was a semee 
for life. and their warfare would not be done until 
they obtained their cro~ In such a manner he 
spoke, and then prayed God that they ~crb.t be 
f:utbful unto death." 

From this scene he returned to his house, and 
when he next went to the sanctmu'y, it was where 
the glorified congregation worship--

"'\\""here tbe assembly ne'e breaks up, 
Th<o Sabb&tb ne'er ahall end." 

His translation was at hand. Thongh more vigorous 
in body and mind than he had been a few weeks 
pre'rious, he saw with unerring accuracy, that the 
time had alm0t---t come, and his peace was as a rh·er. 
He e:i..1>ressed his eonsciou,mess of the near approach 
of death to his belo,ed niece, who for many years 
had :filled a daughter's place and gi,en to his aged 
heart a daughter's love. Filled with sorrow by the 
suggestion, she inquired-" What shall I do with­
out you?" He took her by the hand, and looking 
upon her out of his lo-ring eye, bade her be com-. 
forted, and said-" When thy father and thy mother 
forsake thee, then the Lord will take thee up." 

I ha.,e been furnished with a letter, written by 
this lady to Re,. Robert Osborn, containing a 'rind 
sketch of the experiences of the last week of his 
life. Though written without a thought of its pub­
lication, it comes so freshly from the chamber of 
death, that with Mr. Osborn's permission-indeed 
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at his su,,.~on, I !<llbjoin it :i.s better than any 
other account which it is now po,.;;;ible to furnish of 
that almost beatific scene. A;; Yr. Osborn justly 
remarks, in his note forwarding me a copy of the 
letter, thi! de=icription is peculiarly ~uable in new 
of the oource from which it <.-omcs. '- She ~" he 
says, "'an eye witness, and was not one who is liable 
to be swayed by her feelings alone." 

"J!IT Dsu Coi;,,:cc,-It appears to me like months imted or 
,reeks, BU>ee I stood by the dying bed or my e-rer dear uncle, 11,11,l 

.,.,.. him dn.w bi,, latot breath. or how little imporlllnce did the 
world then appear to me! Ile had "° long been the object of 
~t ca.re and oolicitttde, the centre of all my thoughbl and 
labors, that it almost oeemed that th- ,r,u, aothing left for me 
to li-.e for; and I still feel 11,D ind~bable dre:i.rine,,o ~t DODe 
can :realize ,rho ha..-e DOt felt the ""1DC. I am glad it ui not 
,m,og ill weep; 11.11d I c,m at times rejoice that his glorified spirit 
ia free, no longer cramped 1U1d bound by the frail tenement that 
bad borne the trial~ of iwnost .., hundred yean. But be wu so 
ripe for he,i..-en and enjoyed 11Ucb a bleoeed nearueN1 to the S,.. 
noar, and 'WU eo a.bwlda.ut in prayer, that although for him to 
depart a11d be with Cbmt ,ra.s far better, yet hia death bu left a. 
void that no common Christian c,m fill. 

H How I wWa yoo. could ha..-e been with us the da.y before be 
'WIii! taken down. I ehall al .... :,,, feel tha.nkful for the privilege 
of being with him ,rhen he bad, (u I believe,) a. Tiew and fore-
1:ute or heaTen. IIe had puoed a. night of 111iferiug. In the 
morning he slept till ten o'clock. When be a,rolr.e be wu a.ll life 
and &IUJIUl.tion, and hia ,rhole appeara.nee ,ras changed. Ile had 
1- l!O Ion,: confined, IDOl'tly to the bo118'1, that his complexion 
bad 1M!come -.eryf'a.ir and clear. No,r, his face ,ra.s full, without 
a wrinkle, hill eyee eparkl~ he .....ilr.ed erect; the stoop in his 
abowden 'WU all gon-1iis appearance ...-u beautiful. He 
- OGt of his ?OCml aillgu,g words that I never ht&ld him eillg 
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befoTe. •o b,,.y,py! o happy! '!llyh:Lppy, luppy_home!" then 
,pue in a. I0'1d clea.r Toi"", '0 ,rhlt,t a. i;Jorioas King is .1"""8 ! 
The msrtyr Stephen ,..,. H.,a,Tf!D opened and .T"""8 standing on 
the rii;bt bud of Goo.' He then spoke of the i;Jories of H.,a,Ten 
"" descn"bed in the ReTelation. After repeatin:; the puaa,,...,._ 
• and there •b:Lll be no night tbel'c; they stood on a ..,.. of :;u; 
they s=:; the Song of :Mooes a.nd the Lamb;' a.nd after opea.ltin:; 
in the oame otrain a. Ion:; time, be An,,,-

'01loricnt1,bov! Oblatabod.e! 

I uall 'be --lllle 'Ill"/ God,'~ 

" I coald but look a.nd listen ..Imoot opell-bound, lL!lld ;he words 
•Tbey•hall11onmhin immartalyontb.',rere constantlyir mymind. 
Ile took a •lii;bt dinner, and thf!D seated in his rockin:; cha.a, 
with his b-1 reotm:; on the 'back of it, and "Y"" fixed up,rarda, 
be sa.ng songs or praise most or the afternoon. witbom: the leut 
apparent fati:;oe; not low, bcumnini;. bnt lond and clear, rin:;ini; 
.... eet1y throni;b all the bow,e, and heard distinctly at the barn. 

" When asked to suppa-, he said, • Yeo, willlD:;ly and thank­
fully .9 He wheeled l'OUDd bis chair, uked a bleesing. 1111d then 
ADg-

• X7 lleoll oball oRm'bor In tho.cro,m4 

Till tb• - tnullpot'•Jorf"1 - ; 
Tb,,o-tbecbaloawW.-llmJldN, 
.a..4 IA •1 S..Tloar'o 1lup rloe.' 

"It ,ru the first time be bad BUD:; that verse, though the pre­
cedin:; oneo be bad repeated often. He took supper with a good 
appetite, and in the evening asked no to sing-

• 11aw aim• tomul&tloD. re -ortbe Leri.' 

"He attended fanu1y pra.yer three time,., and ,rent to bed ap­
parently in good health. Ile ,ru awake moet of the night, but 
did not autl'er ae usual 

"Next day he alept till noon, took a little dinner-tben slept 
again. At three o'clock I found be ,raa UD,rell, and called the 
Doctor, ,rho ,ru very attentiTe to the lut. About midnii;bt he 
expreAed bis belief that be would aoon leave uo and be with the 

6* 
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Saiaar. where there ;. • ran- of joy.' He ga..-e me hiA last 
dimge to traet m tbe Lord. look to Him u.i He ..-oakl - r­
aa1ce-. 'l'bae-nre hia la,stcom,ected 1IWd&. Bat let me pus 
cner tboee two days &Dd a ha!£ Sa1&ce it to •Y• 'he WU made 
pmec:t throagu llldl"emg.' and lei\ Utl at DOOD Oil Satmday ! 

•8-ftatefGoa,. well tiO'De! 
1'ralooloeUi,--espior:• 

Such a close of such a life ! Could the one better 
befit the other? Almost liter:illy like the prophet 
Elijah., he went on t:Llking with us along the. coun­
try of Jordan, until it came to pass as be still went 
on and talked, there appeared a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire, and parted him from us. It is not · 
strange that when we beheld such a translation., we 
cried-"Myfather! my father! the chariot of Israel 
and the horsemen thereof!" Be ours the supplication 
that a -double portion of his spirit may rest on us! 

From among the numerous testimonials to the 
worth and loveliness of Father Osborn, contained 
in letters of sympathy addressed to liis family, the 
following from the Rev. Heman L Vaill, of Litch­
field, Conn., is selected, as affording an interesting 
illustration of the abiding remembrance in which 
he was held in the home of his childhood. 

.. .&,,j • .71oMp«111, &q. 
")IT Dua S11,.-Tbe tidings that the .-ener&ble Et.h&D. Osborn 

bu at length pueed away, came ~ 'fe7'J' unespectedly to 
me, for, notwithstanding hia great age and conaequent feebl-, 
I had in a manner hoped, and almOllt believed, that he migbt be 
~ t.o remaill OD earth a little lonv;er, at least till the 1'0Ulld 



BOW BJ!: 't'SKI> 'tO SilfG. 67 

hundred of his ,an aboo,Jd ~been~ I wrote on the 
5th iDstant. to ._ of the PJ,ofem,on in Danlnoath College. uad 
~ my hopes a ~ stated, not bowing at that dat.e, 
that oar venerated friend ,rho had ao ]ong •walbd with God,' 
bad been aheady tr:m8lated. I also 1!1!Dt. at the - time, to 
the Facalty of the college, 101De historical "11:etcbes of the foar 
0..bonia, bis eoasiilA, who were educated at Dvtmoutb, and a 
brief DOtiee' concerDing himself and the Re\-. Joeeph Vaill-his 
couain, for more thar,. fifty yean put.or of the cbmch in Hadlyme, 
Conn. Theee six yoaug men, born ,md reared through thei1- youth, 
in the - neighborhood, all went within a f- years of each 
other, to the same college; and u ita nest Triemiial ::atalogue 
,rill !!how, ha Te now all gone t,, the eternal world." 

"Yoar rn-1 Etbau uever nceived, DOr SOGght for, the--', 
or aalia'• tkgrecf'ro,.,.colkge; but he did receive from all the 
friends of Christ who mew him, a nobler honor than earthly uni­
~ C&D pve-the honor of being • a good miDitot.er of J­
Christ'-• a man fall of faith and of the Holy Ghost~ and DOW be­
yond all this, he hu receiTed that wot uad higheet degree. 8IJCh 
ae the Lord himaelf' conf-, when he calla to bis. faitbfal and 
worn oat een-an.ta, who have !iDiabed their coane, eayiz,g. 'Come 
up hither!' 

I am DOW my.ell' an old man, of upwards of tmeHeore; bot I 
remember with pleasure, far back to the days of my earliest 
childhood, the visit.a of oar departed friend and father to the old 
hollleetead where he WU born ; ud the calla he WU WODt to 
make on the familieo in the uei,,<>hborbood. I well ..-ber bow 
he uaed to preach, and how he uaed to COUTenie--graTe and 
l!fflOWI always-and yet always ~ a.nd al:tnlctiTe. Yes, and 
I :remember how in the little eocial re!igiow, meetings, held 
here, beeame Ae wu here, io,o Ae ued to nag: that high, yet 
IMJft and sweet tenor Toice, in the Psalm 89th uf Dr. Watts, • With 
re.-ereuce let the 111W1ts appear,' &c., 81UI!; to the tune • Virginia.' 
Bat though tbia good old tune i$ now a thing of the put. that 
same 89th Pealm, ae David wrote it for • Etha.D the Euahite' 
remaiDJI; aud the Ethan of ancient time, and our Ethan the 
• Saint of God' may DOW be llingiDg the -e word!,:• I will sing 
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oCthe mereies or the Lord foren,r,' members or t1ae s:mie cboir, 
and woabipping before the w throne. Prsyu,g that we -.y 
aB be the trlle and faithfal friends of ,Jes,,s Christ, ,r!,ile here Oil 

ecih; ad be at length all welcomed home to the Hell.Tm where 
they all siDg, I remain, 

"Yoan Tf!rY respectfallyand truly • 
.. e:m ....... L. v~n 

Where death bas been, there must be a funeral. 
. The attendance, the expression of the countenances 
of the assembly, and the general cast of the semces 
at the obsequies of the departed, a.re sometimes good 
indications of the estimate placed upon them while 
living. Probably the county of .,Cumberland was 
never before the scene of a funeral where people as­
sembled in such a throng, and where the assembled 
tbrobg came, attended, and returned under more 
profound impressions. 

Father Osborn's mortal· remains were interred 
with the customary Christian services, on Thmsday, 
the fifth day after his death. Several well written 
notices of the event were published in the local pa­
pers, and in Philadelphia. One from the Bridgeton 
Chronicle, is selected for insertion here, in preferenee · 
to thoee in the religious papers, only as coming from 
a secular publication, it may better show the hold of 
our departed father upon the affections of the people 
at large. 

"FUNERAL OF BEV. ETlliN OSBORN • 

.. TlrnsD.t.T, Kay 6tb, 1858, ,ru a great day iD Famle14. Tbe 
whole towmlaip ~ awake for eome great gatberiDg. There 
... to be a fimenl, but not a time or great moammg. There bad 
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been DO untimely from t.o blast the ties of blood and frieDdamp, 
bet oae bad come t.o bis grave in a full -.,...,_ like aa a aboclr. of 
com cometh in bis -.-. • Father Osborn,' the :m,m 1onge,,t 
ud best lmcnrn, and best beloTed, had died -i: the people of 
bis fir!lt CMice, m,d •devooit men' were abocit t.o carry mm. to 
baria.l. 

"We started from Bridgetoll with another carriage or two, bm 
before am..-ing at F&irton, we focmd we were in comp,my 1rith a 
dozen, trhleh ...... iDcrelll!ed t.o between twenty and thirty after 
we had pwed through the town. 

"In F&irton, business ,.,.. huahed-

'llo 'ba,,y Imm, 
:s .. -oraam1, .... orp1.-wu-.i_ 
Bat--1 llol:r q-Nlpo,l--.• 

"The f:icetl IIDd dretUI of the inhabitsntll ,rore a Sunday-like,..._ 
pect, 11Dd their ,..,.~ were turned toward the • Old Si.one Charch..' 
The meeting at the ho1U1e wu at 10 o'clock, and in more than 

· half 1111 hour &fter, the proeeuion arrived, with the body, at the 
chmch. Bat long before this-excepting the asta reeel'Ted-the 
building ,.,.. 6.lled from the 11e1ghboring COGDtry aromid. Bridge­
ton, Greenwich, Hopewell, Deerfield, Pitttlgrove, Millville 11Dd 
Newport, were all repn,,,ented 11Dd nearly 250 carriage,, were on 
the i;roand- Hundreds remained ontside upon temponry &eata 

in front of the chareh, or sta.nding at the side windows. There 
would have been hundreds more if the early morning bad been 
&DBpicioas and 11CC01Dmodations prepared. Seventeea ministers 
were present, mo,otly oeeupying the platform and pulpit. Aft.er 
tbe .....t bad been raiJled to the platform, the Rev. B. B. 
Hot.chm ~ that the last time onr lamented Friend and 
Father sat at the table. be opontaneoasly broke forth in llinging 
the last three 11tanms of the 17th P...tm, to the tune of Glasgow, 

which ,.,.. accordingly BUllg by the congregation, to the same 
twie, led by .Mr. Willium. 

"Rev. Mr. Ca.tt.ell, ofDeerfi.eld, read from the lleCODd chapter of 
2 Kings. • And it came t,o pau, when. the Lord would take 

:ttw.. 
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up ElijaJ& imo he&Ten,'--fo~ with prayer. The~- :Mr. 
Botdwn tbell aroee and stated that it had been deputed to him. 
• eldeet IIOll in the putoral of6ee to tbe vellffllted dead. t.o take 
the princip&l part in the oenices, and altboc,=h he had bat little 
time for prepaa.tioa. with IQCb an lmpiring theme. ~eoald plead 
no apology. His tat wu in the 12th verse or the 1:?tb chapter, 
o£ 2 Kingt,,-• lly F&tber, my Father, the chariot of Israel ud 
the~ thereof'.' 

[The synopsis of the discourse, as here given, is 
omitted, all its particulars being reproduced in the 
present Memorial.] 

"The 2d, 3d, and 4th N.nzas of the 623d hymn Tete then sung. 

'l!ernato!Gc,4. w.n .i-: 
--lla71oTod-pl"7; 

TIM,- fNgh~ the ... ""'°'7 ....... _111,, ........ ,JOJ'. 

•fte-atmldDlgl,t-
Be-sptobar; 

A --plco,4 hla-. 
a.rou--,;i,,,,w.,..lo&r. 

'Tnllaqsllam14,talana, 
Itl'ou4hlmot>ilaelew, 

.A. 'Nleraa 111 .. berbac OIL lllsarma 
-IWIN4.,_ollleld.• 

"BeY. Dr. Kollock, or GreeuTich, made a short and iDt.eresting 
~ Crom tbeee Torda : • And when they had taken up tbe 
body and baried it, they went and told J°e81l8.' He wu followed 
by die ll,eo-. Hr. Cattell of Deerie1d, who feelingly called to the 
:miDda o£ his hearers, the etem.l themes, Thich t.he Voice DOW 

hushed in ai1enee before them, bad l!O often l!OWlded in their ears. 
Tbe Rev Mr. Boggs, or Fa.irton, read the Testimonial or the Pas­
toral Asl!Oeiatioa of Philadelphia, to the churcbeo or Fairton and 
CeclarYil1e. The congregation then ADg the lat, 3d and 4th 
stamaa o£ the 624th hymn 

'Wll74o--a-,.rt.o4--• 
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"The Rev. Mr. Gillette., of Shiloh, made ti,.. cooclGl!mg prayer 
m the chureh. After ...-lud, the body ...... removed to the front 
of the church. that all might take a last lingering luolr. at all that 
'""' mortal of Fa.tiler O..bom.. 

"At the i;rave, the :se.-. S. Y. Momoe, i;&Ve Ollt tbe beultifal 
hymn 

'llafl!l~-tallllflll~ 
Talattlllo--tolla7 ...... .b4sl .. ,_ __ _ 

To _bl "'8 alJal 4-.' 

"llr. Monroe then cloeed theoe interestmg -.-ices by e%Claim­
in;;. • Hark the perfect 111&11, and behold the aprii;:bt, for tbe end 
of that 1ll&ll is peace ;' and pro11.0W1ced the Be,,ediction Thaa 
ended prob&bly the Jari;est and most interesting funeral ever at,. 

tended m our coan~. Who can l!tltima.te the good done by the 
life of sach a m:u, ! What a living ~mtle ! From the esbtl>i­
tion of Christianity, u oeen in him, influences ha Te emanated, 
which, like dews and eho,rmi, have distilled upon genera.tiom. 
And it is not improbable that his life 11Dd glorified death have 
given u anreet a sinor to relii;ion u..hii, izicalcatio~from the 
Pulpit." 



PART. IV. 

GD1CII.AL VIEWS 01' llIS CllA&AC'rEL 

Wz ha~e followed the career of Father Osborn, in 
consecutive order, from his entr.i.nce upon the mor­
tal t.o the immortal life. Some remarks upon his 
official and personal character, illustrated from his 
discourses and family correspondenee, which w-ere 
not connnient for chronological a.rr:ingetnent, ha\'e 
been resen-ed for this pl.ace. 

The first impressions of a stranger making his ac­
quaintance, would be that he was in the presence of 
a calm, equable Christian of a gentle heart, and whose 
life was running like an even spun thread-a plain, 
common sense thinker, and an earnest friend of 
Christ. It is true., further intimacy would confirm 
these views, but it would re\'cal some unexpected 
traits, such as deep, rui.ti\'e shrewdness, a tact for the 
administration of affii.irs that was peculiarly his own, 
and a prudence of manner which seemed almost 
feeble, but which wais found in the end to grasp some 
"oold results. I have often noticed with surprise how, 
with the least appearance of doing it, he would read 
men through and through, and how, in a few simple 
words, almost pointless to one "·ho did not compre­
hend their drift, he would make the power of rebuke 
felt in exactly the place which he wished to reach. 

The portraiture of Father Osborn as a preaehcr, 
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be i::h:111 draw for him..cie1£ I have obtained from 
among his man=ripts wh:it i" labeled, "A Charge 
delivered at Mr. Edwards' Ordin:i.tion." There is no 
information :icoompanying it respecting the timi! or 
place of thia ordination. It was probably at Cape 
May, near the beginning of the present eentury. In 
a letter to his brother, ,Jane 1809, he mentions Mr. 
Edwards :l.'1 the pastor at Cape lf:iy. From this 
charge the re:iderean learn his theory of the preach­
ing and conduct of a. Christian pastor, aild there is 
no l:i.ek of living witnes.--es that what he reg:,.rdou as 
a good theory, = with hlm a. law of performance. 

"Dua Ba:OT11:1:a,-:ou are DOW, with your owu coment, ool­
emnly -et npa.rt to to.kc pa.rt with us in the ministry of the;;­
peL Yoq have del"otcd younoelf to a. must weighty a.nd wicl'ul 
employment. See tha.t you undert:Lke it from right motives, a.nd 
fulfill it in sneh a. ma.nner ,.. to meet with the ,.pprob:.tion or 
your M»ter a.nil Jud~. • Ta.lte heed unto thyadf a.nd unto the 
dtidri.nt! Let thy prea.chiug 1111<! esa.mple so correspond with 
ea.eh other, a.nd with the gospel, ,.. to mutually strengthen a.nd 
enforce ea.eh other"• influence. Consider thyself & worker together 
,..ith God. employed by him, &nd self-devoted to the building-up 
of hi.• •·hurcb &mong men. Therefore be a.like indiff'eresit to 
huma.n censure or a.pplnuse. Let the Word of God be the nue of 
your preaching, bi.• npprobatioo your most emula.tive endeavor, 
and his glory in the cdificmtion of his ehurch, your highest eod. 
Endea.vor so to vary yoUT subjects a.ad discour.es, 1111 to suit the 
various characters a.nil cascs of your he&rers. Deal oat to every 
one a. portion in due .euon. 

" Preach the Ill,.. :u,d prea.eb the gospel Pre:ich the law in all 
its strictness a.nd spirituality • .,. a.a etel'DAl rule of right, binding 
on every mor&I agent, :Lnd a.s eoverin11; &11 the exercises or tb~ 
min,I ns well I\." nntwa.r•I n.dittn!'l. 1°t-"1fllirin~ perft.~t a.nd l""'l"'tunt 

j 
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obedience in ~ IICt, 1l'OTd tu1d thoa,,-.bt, on J"UD of con<!eimia­
tiDD. And make clo,,e application to the conocieuce fur the cou­
'rictiou of impenitent sinners, to make them duly l!CDSl"ble of their 
sin. and to make them feel a if standing in the day of judgment. 

"Bat not cozdiDing yo~Jf to the law, pttaeh the ~l. Hold 
up the bleeeed remedy it provides for guilty, pcri,,hing am1U!ftl. 
PNmch Chnai and him cruciiied, iu all his fullness tu1d freeness to 
ave. Preach him iu all bis ollices and eacred cblUIICten, u the 
.,,,.y and the ouly n.y to the Father, tbrou;;b wham alone we can 
be redeemed f'ro111 the cu= of the bw, llDd obtain salntion. 
Show bis abilitJ and willingness to 114..-e all who come to him be­
liering. and also the necesoity of the Holy Spirit's inlluence to en• 
able and dispose them to come believing. Show the happy con­
eecpences of belief', llDd the fatal comequeuces of resistin;; the 
Spin,'• ioiluence and rema.iniug in a. sta.te of uupeniteucy llDd un­
belief. Show the indispens,,.ble duty of all to repent IUld believe, 
cd the increuio:; guilt llDd just condemna.tion of such u persist 
in the neglect of it. 

"Do uot confine younelf to gen~ doctrine llDd trutM. De­
oeend frequently to pvticula.r:s, that so you may toach the pa.r­
ticu!Ar cues or your ditrerent hea.reni, whose ditfercnt ~ study 
to know, tba.t you may be able rightly to divide the word of truth, 
givini; to each one according to his respecti-re case. In a. word, 
d~ the whole coamel of God u a. fuithful ..,,.bu,,ador of 
Christ, and keep baek nothing tba.t may be profitable for the 
people to he&r and know. 

"And let :,'OQl" practice CO"""'POll.d with your preaching, tba.t 
it may appear you do believe llDd feel the iD!laence of those truths 
which you preuh to others. Let your conver&ation be as beeo111eth 
the goepel. BE> a.n ensample to the tlock :i.mong which you are 
IIUlde Ul oveneer, • showing th~lf a pattern of good worb, that 
he that is of the contrary part ·may bo aahamed, ha.ving no evil 
thing to aay of yon.' 

"And should you ha-re occuion to contend a.gaiust heretlies, be 
~oas yet telllpemte, 'in meekness iustracting tbooe tha.t op~ 
tb.m!lcl'<es, if God, per:Ldventure, will give th- repentance to the 
acbowledgiog oFthe ttJth.' lo a word, let the life of our bleos-
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ed Sal'ioar be the p:Lttern of your deportment. con'l"et'SAtion :llld 
!if,:, thllt your light =:; •hine before men, and your e=ple m:iy 
l'eCO!Dm<:Pd to them the heaTenly reli;tion which yon ;,=h. 
As yon hlL.-e time o.nd oppominity. n-,it the lriclt o.nd mch "" ll1'tl 
a,ni.kenc,d or in dis~ =d administer to them "11Ch instruction 
lllld coun,;cl as their C118e8 oeem to require. 

u Pny a proper attention to the diociplme of the chnrch to pari­
fy and baild it up. And as the 8UcceM of you?' ministerial la­
bor., depend! on the efticaciou.~ influence of the Dinne Spirit ac­
comp=ying th~m, aCCU!!tom your,,elf to secret prayer, and exhort 
you?' people to do the oame, u the means which bas the moot 
direct tendency to keep up the life of religion in tile .aul, o.nd to 
draw do,rn the blessing of heaTen QJ>On your IIU!li .. try. 

" And in :Lil thin;,, approve thyself a. minister of God, in mncb 
I"'ticnce IL'lld pm,evera.nce in the bleoaed wo?'k to which thou hut 
de.-nted thy,elf. · • Preneh the word: be iMt:ult in oeuon, oat of 
sea..~11; repro.-c, rebnke, exhort. with all long .ufi'erin:; and doc­
tr-ine.' • W o.tch for 110111" u one who must give n.ccoant. that tho11 
Dlllyeot do it with joy and not with grief.' • I cha.1-i;e thee before 
God and the Lord J<s11.~ Chri•t. and the elect nni;e!s, that tho11 
oboerve th.,.., thin:;-.' Be faithful to thy Lord 1111til death, and 
he will i;ive thee a. cro'W'll of life.'' 

Tu this charge we h:i,c Father Osborn's ideal of 
a. gospel preacher. We turn ncl..i: to his effort to 
give reality to this ideal, in his 0\\"11 person. I quote 
again from his a.utohiographical discourses. 'the 
tel..-t it will be recollected, is, "Ye know*** after 
what m:i.nner I ha,c been with you," &c. 

"Ye also know iuter what Dlllllncr I hnve varied my subjects 
of disco11r.1e. Well knowing from mine own espericnce, nod from 
the remark• or other,1, thnt the people wish to hcu di.~11r.1cs on 
various aubjcctll, 1111d ob.erving bow much lllllllClless the?'c io in 
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eome prcu:ber,,, I lm.-e :Limed to di,,cour,e on mm,y difl'erent ...,1,. 

jectio. Thi,, I ba.-e done with a. .-;.,. of entcna.inin:; the people, 
not only with an a.greeable, but :wo a. profita.ble TIUiety. How 
Car I,ha..-e 11Ucceeded in this ende,mn·, yoa CUI jadge. · 

"Bctt after oe,-enu ye:u-s, I 1l'IMI con.-inced tha.t in trying to 
ohan one error. I ha.d run into a.nother ; tha.t I ha.d spent too 
maeh time 011 oome points 1.,,.. interesting, :i.nd h:ui dwelt too 

little on other,, which :,re of .-ital importance. Fur ..tthoagh the 
parts of religion a.re numerous, yet thOl!C which relate to expe­
rience and pzacti-ee, are c:erminly the mo,1t e,,sential and interest­
ing. IIDd eboald thereJore 1,e· mot't frequently brought into rie,r. 
• • • • For a time, my nim a.nd la.bor W3" to find oat new 
Rbjecta a.nd matter, but for ma.ny yenrs past, the chief dilliculty 
bu ~ to bring forwnrd sabjecti< in dae .-.on. Sometim':9 
se.-ernl thin:;,< seemed tu dema.nd an immcdia.tc hearing, and I 
ha..-e to brin:; them fonrard. one nfter nnotbcr, :is they seem to be 
moot uri;eat. 

"Yoa know after ,rha.t ma.oner of •tyle I bn.-e prenched to 
yoa-tha.t it bu been a. simple nnd pla.in •tyle. Thoagh I might 
haTe a..ed a more elegnnt, lea.med, or .,.blime style, yet I 
thoa:;ht it my duty to follow the exa.mple of Pa.ul in spenking to 
you with grea.t plninncss of "P""Ch. For the dC!!ign of preaching 
is to con.-ey ide..., nnd gi.-e wtraction and knowledge to the 
henrer. Bat if my langange is 11bo.-e the underot:uiding of =Y 
hearers, I might M well speak to them in Greek or Ucbrc...-. .\nd, 
therefore, to speak the trath has been my fir,<t object, and nest 
to speak it in Reh J.:ingna.,,--e u to be intclligible or easily under­
stood.. I have been 1111 along AeDsible thnt by noing such a. plnin 
style, I ha.-e llllCrificcd my repatation !or lea.ming. But tillLt is 
a matter of little coruocqnence. I ought not to ca.re whether I 
a.m thoaght le:irned or ii;nornnt, ifl ca.n bat promote yoar Chris­
tian knowledge and be a. helper of yoll?' faith." 

There t1poke our ble;;;scd Father Osborn! "No 
matter for my reputation as a speaker, if I can only 
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be of good to your soul !" The reader who bas 
been :i<.-cll5tomed to be:ir him, can easily supply the 
rest from bis O\\"Il recollections. Recall in your 
mind the ,-lender and lithe form standing in the 
lofty eagle's nest of a pulpit, nnder the "'sounding 
bo:ircl,"in the Old Stone Church, bending over the 
congreg:ition, with his m:inuscript (to which, bow­
e\"er, be is but loosely confined,) held before bis tilce 
with one band, while the other is stretchEd over the 
people: in imagin:ition listen :ig:iin to the flow of 
th:it mellow, e:irnest \"Oice, but slightly modulated, 
except :is it occ:ision:illy rises to a majesty of utter­
ance, or brc:iks under the fullness of emotion, yet 
neYer :ispiring to :inything higher tb:in simplicity of 
speech, :ind you h:ive :i yjyiJ likeness of Father Os­
born a.s :i pre:icher. 

The trait of c:irucstness in deliYery :ibode with 
him to the l:i.st. When be w:is so fur enfeebled by 
ye:irs tb:it it w:is p:iinful to witness his embarra.ss­
ment in some other p:u-ts of semce, let him once 
get out bis subject :ind feel himself settled in the 
b:irness, and the hc:irer w:i.s ,-oon m:ide conscious 
th:it all w:is right-the old minister w:i.s at home. 
"Does the old man fail in the pulpit?" was the 
question which one of bis :ibsent friends asked of a 
Fairfield gentleman in 1852. The reply was, "He 
fuils :imong the hymns :ind cb:ipters, but get him 
on bis pre:iching legs, and be goes like a bo11Se a 
fite." 

Between himself and bis eonstitution:il associ:ites 
7* 
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in the go,ernment of the chur1.,h, the sc~>'iou, * great 
cordiality seems in general to rui,c e:ri.-;tl.-d. Speak­
ing of the commencement of his pastoral oominis­
tration, he says-

"I W1U1 fa..-orecl "lrith a eession of l>.blc and pi<>us men, and 
ne,,er shall I fori;et the fim pl'llyer meetin:;, in ,.-hich they ...,. 
aiated :me in this h-. Tbey pl'llyed ,rith the spirit, and my 
mind ,ru 110 eenaibly d~ th:i.t perhaps I could not re£r:,m 
from tears of i:;ratitude &nd joy. And respectini= the fiCOSion eTU 

since, tbe Lord bu highly f':i.vom me and the church." 

It was common for him, in his hter years, to speak 
in pleasant terms of those who had shared with him 
the governmental administration of the church. 
One circumstance which I had never before heard, 
and which I presume '\\"ould otherwise have been 

" From the time of b~ settlement to his dism~sion, the fol101<ing 
penons had ,eats in the session. 

Ele,uer Smith, 
Epbra.im Bania, 
Len stratto.., 
Amos w estcott, 

· Jeremiah Hams, 
Norton L&,rrence, . 
Thomas Bardi, 
ll,:my Hower., 
Jolm Howell, 
Nathaniel Dialnent, 
AaFiah, 
Natba.niel Howell, 

Jercminh ~ixon, 
John Bower, 
John T. Hampton, 
Jedediah Ogde.., 
William Bateman, 
Joseph Oi;den, 
Thom:is Harris, 
Daniel Bnrt, 
Ephraim Westcot.t, 
Bergen &tcman, 
Ephraim H. WhiUcar, 
John Holmes. 

• Only 6Te of thia number were !iring at the time of h~ de1Lth. By 
reading acroa the columus above, the names appeu in the order of 
their election. 
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Jo:,;t from the knowled~e of men, i:! presented in his 
autobiographical :;.ermons. 

" After ~ few yc:m<, [ !"rom the date of hi.• oettlemeut,] the ,__ 
Ilion on "°me 11CCODnts ,..ere di,..,.tisfied with me, ud c:on.-en,ed 
,rith me on the ... hjcct of their compl:unt&. Whether I :;,i.-e 
them DllJ degn,e or .,,,tisf:u:tioo. or not, thett ,ns no further :u­
tm,:,lion between Q8. Belie.-in~ that they did ...-hat they thoo;;ht 
"°"" their duty, I cberiobed no ill will towud them. And e.-cr 
,iaee, my friendly ~tt:Lcbment to the session ~d c.'inrcb bu been 
gro,..iog stronger. :11:i.y oar friendship be immortnl !" 

The fancy of those of us who were ix,.timate with 
Father Osborn, can readily supply the m~"l'Cncss 
of the account of that inten-iew with the session. 
They doubtle5;; found him open to con'riction. If 
he 5:iW they had j u5t cause of complaint, he frankly 
acknowledged it, and rcu<lered all reasonable satis­
faction. But if he reg-.rrdcd his own position as 
right, he certainly ,mid so, and he said it in such a way 
that we may be sure " there ,,as no further alterca­
tion '' in the matter. 

It is true he was a man of much humility. We 
ha'\"e seen this in the spirit in ·which be speaks of 
the suece:-1s of his ministerial labors. E.~cts from 
other sermons and from his correspondence, might 
be gi.,en in further illustration. Two of the marked 
and often mentioned traits of his character were 
humbleness and meekness. But he had no mawkish 
affection of m,ode;;ty. He knew how to appreciate 
his position, and in the sight of men, to ret-pcct him­
self. " If you thought," he t<ays in one of bis ser­
mons, "that I intend to do my duty, you thought 
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~crht. Respecting my aims, I ruive like Pan}, lived 
in all good conscience before God, until thi:- day. 
* * * * You will con:aidcr that in choosing the 
subject of a. discourse, I M\"'e to judge alone. I 
have no hmnan counsellor, no earthly friend to con­
sult how I sba.11 proceed, or wruit I had better say. 
S"mgle and alone I ha\"'e to judge for myse~ to be 
responsiole for my judgment, and bear the burden· 
of my labor." 

The pre\"'alent gentlene§ of his temper is a more 
noticeable trait, from the fuct that it appc:i.rs to have 
been one of the triumphs of grace within him. He 
often spoke of his habitual mildness as a thing \"'cry 
foreign to his natural constitution. In one of the 
sermons before me, he says:-

" If I have follo..-ed P11111's coa11SCl to let my moderation be 
known wall mea, I ha.-e not llcted oat my =tnr:J temper-. One 
of my friends ob,.cn-eJ to me, 'You ore :. moderate m:m.' 
Thought I, you do not know wht I ""' m:.de of. Though I ..-iM 
to follow the aforesaid counsel, •till my =tanLI coastitutioD is 
:tire and thander. Ye 11.-nmcioaa misers who grind the faces of 
the poor, I woald trample you ander foot and thrust you. Ollt of 
the world. Ye crael u.ad t,n.z,nical oppreMOrs, I woald blut 
you 'With the lightuings of II=.-cn. Ye profu.ne sw~ 
dnmbrda and liars, I wonld strike yon throngh ,nth 11. thnnder­
bolt. T1iat is the • moderation' of my uu.tnm conotitntion. If 
by the aid of reaoa and reli;ioa, I have been euu.bled to confine 
it 'Within proper limits, or give it 11. right direction, it is • by 
the grace of God I am whu.t I u.m,' =d I have l'CIIIIOU to thank 
him if''hia gru.ee which wu bestowed upon me;waa not iD v:i.ia.'" 

Throughout his life, an occasional scintillation 
from that pent "fire and thunder" betrayed the 
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truth of his faithful ju<lgment of bimsel£. But it 
ga'l"c a brighter reflection from his grace, that it so 
abounded over the corrupt nature that extraordinary 
mildness was generally supposed to belong to his 
nati'l"e temper. Yes, gentle father, we will blend our 
thanksgivings with thine, that the grace bestowed 
upon thee WtU Mt in t:ain ! 

No one acquainted with him will doubt that if he 
'l"entnrcd an imprecation upon any human being, 
none would sooner coine in for it than those "who 
grind the faces of the poor." Nothing could sooner 
rouse his symp:ith;es than the cry of the needy. 
This wa.'l with him an inheritL-d susceptibility, 
quickened al;,o, like the gift of young Timotl1y, by 
the counsels of his mother. Ile has told us that her 
first charge to him, on his assuming the care of a 
church, w:i.s-" Be kind to the poor." He was 
located in a community where people are not SC'l"ere­
ly pressed with call~ for the relief of po'l"crty imme­
diately around tl1em. There is little kno~ in 
Fairfield of either of the extremes of O'l"ergr◊wn opu­
lence or biting penury. In their pecuniary condi­
tion, the families are generally well off, in the true 
sense of the term. But there ha'l"c been periods in 
the history of his pastorate here, which brought out 
the temper of those who possessed any means of 
helping the distressed. He has described one such 
season in a letter to his brother in Litchfield, dated 
,June 20, 1817. 

"S11ch diJlicult and distreo•ing time11, the olde11t man liTin;; 
never mw. For wecb and months past, there haTe been con-
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staDt TeDdDM of hou.-c!bold good• :u,,l other property, by the 
sberiff" :md col:Ulta.bles. for 1.,,.,. th:w h:ill' their rnluc; t'Ollletimc,< 

1- th:iD a third or qa:u-tcr. I ,.,._, told of a hor,;c lately bou~bt 
&t -.endue, for one dol'br, by o. m:m who wd be would not take 
thirty for him. !\lo.ny C:.milic,, not lon:; o.;;o in independent or 
comfortable circumst:inc:e,,. !mTe !,,,en sold out. o.nd reduced to 
~ :md 'WlLDt. The p;u:tptt,I increa.'<C. People a.re tin,,! of 
goiDi; to .-endues. M:my ha.Te DO rendy money to pa.y for a.rti­
cles. and to eee one family o.fter az,othcr •tripped of food nnd 
clothm::, i,, cnou:;b to sicken :l!ld dro.w ~ from o. person of o.ny 
feelin;. lhy the Lord w.Te mercy .011 them:" 

I have no record of his.personal sacrifices in :Lid 
of the distressed at that time, but I tind this sentem.-e 
in a sermon preached a few years :ifterward. 

"If I am a friend to the poor, or partial in their favor, you 
will not wonder &t it. If I ,r:u, not their friend. o.fter haTm:; re­
eeiTed "" 'ID:my tokCDJ< of their fricnd•bip, I shoald be a momter 
of ingratitnde. May the Lord ble..s them with every needfw 
good, malting them rich in faith and heirs to hi.a hea.\"enly 
kingdom!" 

But we need no written record of his habits of 
practical beneT"olence, either toward the children of 
W'llnt, or the institutions for the advancement of re­
ligion. His living epistles are all around him. The 
cause of the poor and the support of religious enter­
prises, were all bis life broug'l!t prominently into the 
very methodical manner in which he managed his 
pecuniary affairs. His salary never exceeded what 
is regarded as a lh;ng mark ; indeed many would 
say it was neYer up to it. Ile began his sen·icc of 
the congregation, with a salary of .£100, equivalent 
to $266.66, and the use of a parsonage. In a few 
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ye3l'S it was raised to $300.00. In lSOi, ba'ringp~ 
,;ously given up the rarsona,,,~ his salary was rais­
ed to ~.00. In 1809, it was further raised to 
$45().00, and in 1812, to $500.00, at which la,,1; mark 
it remained until the settlement of a collea,,_"'lle in 
1836, when it w:is reduced to $300.00. When he 
was :i.,,,-.un left alone in the p:istorate, the division of 
the church had so weakened its pecuniary ability, 
that no a~pt was made to incre:ise his compensa­
tion. At his di:Smi,;sion, he received the guar:mty 
of an annual payment of $100.00' during his natural 
life. Although this salary Wl!,:S his main means of 
support, still under his careful management, a small 
:property was eventually secured from it. 

But he was a~ustomed to say that he must pay 
his salary also. Accordingly he set apart from it, an 
annual stipend for '\\;dows in straitened circ=tan• 
ces. He kept a list of these beneficiaries, and when 
<lea.th or any other circumstance, removed one from 
the list, another was sought out to fill the place. 
One half o(his marriage f1..-cs was sacredly devoted 
to charitable purpo:S~. How much was realized from 
this, may be judged from the.fact that in the course 
of his ministry, he solemnized between seven and 
eight hundred marriages.* During my ov.-n pastoral 
administration in Fairfield, in our collections for be­
nevolent objects, his figures uniformly took the lead 
in magnitude, and such I was informed, had long 
pre,;ou~ly been the case. lndeoo the disparity be­
tween his contributions and those of others, must 

• In 18~6, the record bu .Z!i. 
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llOllletimes bsve been quite too stn1cin~; certainly 
so, if' there is no 11lip of the pen in this sentence 
whieh I nnd in a letter t.o his relati'\"e in Litchfield. 
'UDd« dat.e of.July 10, 1844,-" We took up a col­
lection on Celebration Day. of $5.00, to which I mn 
added $50.00, and enclosed it in a letter directed t.o 
the Treasurer of the Coloniza.tion Society in W a..b.. 
ington city." ToW'&l'd this Society, he cherished a 
peculiarly warm a.tblchment. Bis wiual contn"bution 
t.o it was $10.00 at a time. 

For his short service in the army, he obtained in 
his old age, a small pension. Although there ,as 

then every prospect that he would be obliged to 
draw upon the substance of his little property for 
the sapport of his declining yean.;i. still with bis 
habitual trust in God. he dirided all but $10.00 of 
this pension between the American Board of Com­
missioners for _Foreign Mission.--, the Philadelphia 
Home Missionary Society, and the Colonization. 
Society. 

Let it not be thought, ho..-eTer, that his faith in 
God as a pl'OVidei- for bis old a,,,oe, was a reckless or 
improvident trust. The follo..-ing emact from a 
letter, written to bis nephew, Myron Osborn, shortly 
after bis dismission, will show that there was calcu­
lation as well as faith in the matter. 

"P--.pa 1-aDDed to ~ f'alber dw tbe terms on which 
I wu diaaiaeed were, that tile congregation llhoal<l cooauue to 
- tbe aunaal pa,-t of one bUDdred dol1&1'1!. This is rat.med 
by a writteD ar;reement. I feel not tbe le:tBt uueasinf!NI about a 
comfortable liTing, for if my ineomc is not MK>ugh, 1 can euily 
lean <>II my "'"' '"""''"""'• It i• e:ucalatf'tl thnt thf' i::r.,,rth of 
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my wood 'bmd. (ODe lmndred&Dd mtyorone bmidn,,lad ~ 
acres,) ;,, as nmch aa fifty or si%ty cords ~ery yeu. All th&t I 
ha.Te sold, (oevenl hmldred cords,) I ha.Te oold for 8:?.00 a cotd. 
OR the stamp. And the people woald not let me eater. for they 
haTe ever been kmd &Dd friendly, &Dd done for me all tat I 
aated of tbem, oo that I <>Ggbt to loTe them ud pray for them as 
J.oai; u I Jnae. Yoa - th&t I~ on this 9111h;«t, as i£ I coald 
not la.Te it.. And tnaly I feel mterest.ed in it &Dd d'ectied with 
it. I oa,,..Jat to be u-ry t.haDkful tb&t the Lord has cat my lot 
among sach people. .. 

Of the $10.00 ~ed. for himself out of his pen­
sion, after the expen.."'CS of collection, :>nly about 
se'\"en remained annually for his personal use. A 
better picture of his spirit and life could hardly be 
drawn, than to produce him sitting at his table, and 
as be noticed the absence of some fa'\"orite article of 
food, saying with a smile-" We will M'\"C it 'lll'"ben 
my pension comes. It is but little, b1lt it w a gnat 
deal better tlicm 11.othing." It must not, how.rrer, be 
supposed that Father Osborn was allo'\\"ed to mmt 
while waiting for the pension. The means which 

· he had stored were more than enough for bis com­
fort, and if they bad not been, he had children who 
lo"°ed him, and around him were "the people" of 
whom be so often spoke. He was safe enough. 
· It is impossible to transfer to paper the pleasant­

ness in which his content and gratitude were 
expressed, not only in relation to his pecuniary 
condition, but on all suhjects involnng his comfort. 
In 1850, at the age of ninety-two, he bad a se'\"ere 
attack of erysipcla~, which it 'lll'"aS thought at the 
time would pro'\"e fatal. and which in the end. left 

8 
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one ot his eyes in total and permanent blindness. 
"Tbanks to a meTCiful Prcmdence !" he said in a 
Jetter to the writer, shortly after his :recovery, 
"thanks to a merc:iful Providence! my health is 
once more restored. The disease has, however, 
blinded my right eye, but I cannot complain., for I 
have one eye left for which I would not take all the 
gold in California." It would puzzle the brain of a 
sat.an to contrrre a method of seriously disturbing 
the happiness o{ such a man. 

Sometimes his pleasantry -varied from a devoot 
to a mirthful tone. Jud,,oe Elmer, of Bridgeton, in 
a letter to myse~ containing some nluahle mate­
rial and suggestions for this memorial, relat.es the 
following incident:-" A.bout 1815 or 1816., I re­
member stopping a.t his house with a carriage load 
of yomig peopl&-he had a daughter then grown 
up. Some one asked (or water. It was brought in 
a pitcher, but no glasses. Mr. Osborn, in his pecu­
liarly pleasant manner remarked, • I would tell you. 
that all our glasses got broken, and in these war 
times we could not afford to buy any more, but it 
ratber mortmea Mrs. Osborn, [ she was present.] So 
I suppose I mustn"t say any thing about it." ·• 

Though not exactly german to the last point, I 
may as well in this place relate an incident fur­
nished me by another gentleman, for whOBe aid I 
have already expressed my obligation. It illustrates 
Father Osborn's considerateness for the feelings of 
othen a trait around which a host of pertinent 
anecdotes might be gathered. In his later yea.rs, 
after his ·memory was !leriously impaired, he at-
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t.ended the funeral of a 111S11 who left a wife t.o 
mourn bis death. He p:a:yed eamestly for the 
parents, brothers, and friends of the deceased, but 
omitted any supplication for the widow. In the 
evening, he was told that he had forgotten t.o pray 
for her. "Didn't I?" he exclailllffl in l!OlTOWful 
surprise. He waited only until the early morning, 
and then set ~ post haste. t.o assure her of his sym­
pathy, and commend her to the widow's God. 

AllOther scrap, bearing on his personal habits:­
W riting, in 1831., to his Litchfield friE008> who it 
appears had with him taken an early stand in &vor 
of the tempen.nce movement, be says-" I advise 
you to giTe up the use of tobacco as well as rum, as 
I have done. Not a morsel have I ehewed or smoked 
since last September. I think it will be for your 
health as well as mine." He was not, howeTer, cor­
dial toward what he regarded as fastidious abstemi­
ousness, and he resolutay adhered t.o his favorite 
beverage of coifee. Sometime about his ninetieth 
year, a guest at his table declined co1£ee and took 
wat.er instead, adding a remark on the subject 
which did not tally with the old ~tleman's ly­
gioe. He, however, only replied with .his bland 
hum.OIi-" Some folks say that coffee is poison, '!>ut 
it has been a Tery slow poison with me." 

While in the sporadic way, another incident may 
be related, illustrating the wide respect which his 
name cornrnauqed. A Cumberland county farmer, 
whoee general good character was marred by one 
bad habit, was one night picked up by the police in 



88 A. nmsEDUlr nr '1'JIOUm.E. 

the streets of Philadelphia, in a state of int.oxica­
tion. A ni.,<>ht in the lock--ap rest.ored him to sober­
ness, bat he was notwithstanding marched up t.o the 
police :magistrate to gh-e an acco1IDtof himself. He 
stated. as wss true, that this W"DS his first offence 
agaimt the peace of the city; that he was an honest, 
and in the main. a quiet citizen of New Jersey, and 
that if now discharged, he would go home and of,. 

feud the majesty of Philadelphia no more. 
"In what part of New Jersey," ~quired the ~ 

gistmt.e, "do yoo live?" 
.. In Cumberland county." 
"Cumberland-Fairfield is in Cumberland coun­

ty, is it notr 
"Yes sir, and I am well acquaint.eel there." 
"Perhaps you know Father Osborn, the min-

iser." 
.. Know .. r yes, "'(ell-have been to his meeting 

oft.en. Every body there knows that good man." 
"Well, if yoa. are a neighbor of Father Osborn's, 

I think we must let you go this time." 
And out from the clutches of the municipality he 

went, wondering and rejoicing that such a name 
shoald have been t.o him a shield of defence afar 
oil; where he supposed himself out of all reach of 
friends. . 

It is not, however, to be supposed that a respecta­
ble o11icial's sense of duty, W38 so light as to allow 
the bare fact of a man's neighborhood t.o Mr. Os­
born to settle the question of his discharge. He 
d<M>bdees saw that th~ dismi888,) of the oifender was 
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in itself proper, and happening himself to know of 
the aged pastor, took this playful method of honor­
mg bis name. 

To return to the weieahtier points of his clm:ac> 
ter; his sacred office did DOt overlap his eeas,e of his 
eivil responsi"'bilities. Father Osbom was a P.I.DIO'r, 

and be'WBS notecrupulous of making himself known 
as such. He came down to us from the times when 
the absence of such a virtue would have been little 
less than morsl treason. He broaght the spirit of a 
soldier of the Revolution along int.o b:s whole fol­
lowing life, and be felt no hesitation in linking the 
patriotic duties of the citizen to the articles of prac­
tical religion. He never lost his interest in public 
celebrations of oor national independence, and 
whenever, as was oft.en the caee, he t.ook part in 
them, he sought to tum the minds of the people 
into a religious meditation on God's mercy to our 
country. He was a uniform vot.er at the political 
elections, and not always a silent politician, especi­
ally when be 81!pp088d that any elase in the land, 
were smfering UDder political oppression. He held 
a.gg1essive war in peculiar abhorrence, and nothing 
raised his hostility toward an administration to a 
higher mark, than measures of a warlike tendency. 

In this ~on, I am permitted to quote from 
a letter of Judge L. Q. C. Elmer, who, as well as 
his father, General Ebner, was on terms of personal 
intimacywith Mr. Osborn: 

"A biograpmcal abt.ch [oflllr. Oabom,] which does not mm­
lion bis political opimons, will be ~ Jle WU a IAlp-

8* 



90 'J:BB DOCDllB OI' ELECUOJL 

paner o£ J&.. .W-. I h&Tit befure me m letters rrc. him. 
wmyfiltber.t.hen mCoagreoe.dAtedml.802,3ud6. hF• 
-,-. 1S03, he •,-• I waa glad to hear of ;yoo.r i;ood beahh, 
and coog •• Jne YOll Uld every well wber to bis cormtry on tbe 
happy e&etB prodDced by oar ~ President, -md tbe bra-re 
patriotic ..,,.,bl"_... -.t tbe last 9el!(aOII. From tbe Terr;e of -
tiaml n,m, - aze -..d u,d aet m ,. pe:oeperoua tray. A de­
gree oC m,tioaal gn.titade iadae to tbe beDeficeDt &geDtll, bat tbe 
mgbel& degree to the DiTiz,e moving - ,rbo btb. D0t dalt IO 

with u.y other natMla.' 
"Tmee-foanhaof his COll:;regation (J'udge Elmeradds,] agteed 

with mm m politiee, aDtil the ~ 'betftell Adams aDcl. J'act. 
-ial828. J:tbaol~&freq1lelltell8&olaofbistopr-=laa 
political -- prerioas a- the fall electiaD. wlucb. ,ru genm-­
ally well receiTed. Dming tbe presi,deDey of .1obla Qainey 
.u.m., be together with tbe most leading rq,ab6caDs or his 
&ct. ..n-ed to him, and ?ejected J'acuon. Tbe eoagrept.ion 
'becune abOllt eqaaily divided. In 1832, be preacbed bis laai po­
lmc&l-, wbich prod1leed aich,. rermem t1m i.,. e-ba:odaaed 
tbe pnetice. n 

An anecdot.e concerning +bat last political sermon, 
will show that there was a vwi or shrewd humor in 
eome or the hearers, as well as in the Pastor or the 
old church. As already noticed, there bad always 
seemed to hang a little mist Ol"er his €ahinism, and 
he had some hearers who occasionally expressed a 
wish that he would preach the doctrine of election 
a little oftener, and a little more plainly. While re­
tuming from church, a member of the session re­
marked to his family, who were sitting with him in 
the carriage-" Well, I do not think any one can 
complain t:hat we have not had the doccrule of ekc­
tioa preached to-day ... 
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It is presumed that this sermon was fally up t.o 
the ferment point; for at tha.t time. his mind was 
~..:Jily incensed by what he regarded as a breach of 
a solemn treaty of our government with the Chero­
kee Indians, and the imprisonment of the Cherokee 
mis,,ion:i.ries, W orcest.er and Butler, by the court.s 
of Georgia, in consequence of the refusal of the ad­
ministration t.o reg-.U'd that treaty. 

My correspondent is, how-e'\"er, not aware that 
Father Osborn did carry his politics int'> the pulpit 
at subsequent times.. The Mexican war e:s:cited his 
warm hostility t.oward a 1<11bsequent ad.Jnini..--tration, 
and his sentiments were incidentally but unsparing­
ly proclaimed in his sermons, on more occasions 
than one between 1844 and 1848. 

I gi'\"e these particulars because I think, with 
Jud.,,..-e Elmer, that they are essential t.o a fu.ir TI<!W 

of his life and eh:irooter. When it is remembered, 
that in his youth, and especially in New England, 
polities was not an uncommon theme for the pulpit, 
and also how deeply his spirit was imbued with the 

· ci'\"il event.a of those times, we ean with great com-
pI,a.:ency accord to him a primegc, which under pre­
sent circumstances, ministers of the gospel cannot 
cl.aim without deep detriment to their appropriate 
work. 

There is a precious odor in the remembrance of 
Father Osborn, as he was known in the domestic re-
1atious of life. AS& he ad=ced in years, his mind 
often went back to the home of his childhood, and 
its circle of parents, brothers and sisters, with a 
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1nl'JDth which seemed to melt the frosts of ~oe. and 
reja..euat., all the aifectioos of his .nature. In a 
note to his mother, appended to a letter to his bro­
ther, 1IDCler- dm of Sept.ember 9, 1816, he sa.ys-

"Ds.\s llarm.-Yoar -.Ethan. is yet~ a1'li tbzoagh 
tbe gooa- of God, is, with tboee of his family ,rho eaniw, 
m goo4 'bodily health. Ami I pray tbe Lord we -y be m goo4 
apirita1 health. Ami may tbe Lord sapport my kindest of p­
--. .... graaS,- tboee ___._.or. ,;r-wlnch are 
.._ few-_. -.11. NeTer ehaJl I bget myobliptiam to 
,_ far .n yoaz care,~ indn'v- and ~ to­
wad me, from my imimcy ap. 'rhc,Qgh I c:&11.....,.. reward yoa, 
I pay -1 traat tbe Lord will, &lld with tbe b1e.mga of etemal 
life." 

Writing to his last surviving brother, E1iada, 
March U, 1832, he commences-

.. DEu 'Baorm,-Yoar last letter, dated the 9th or wt 
1DOllth, we 1'eCeiTed an days after it wu "ln'itteD. Tbe melaza­
cWy- it~ .... qllite ~ - Wben I rad­
• I ..me to ,- • my oaly brocher.' my mind WM eo agitlliecl 
'Wida grW daat I ~ I aaticipcecl tbe words which follow­
e,l, that my otber ~wu gone to bia loag. loag i.-. Bead­
mg OD, I - foad that what I uticipated .... ~ bro-
1:hei- .Jolm WU indeed gone.and U we trust, gone to ma 1-TS}y 
ftlllC.,, 

A few extracts from another letter to the same 
brother, February 21, 1833, will close our notice of 
his yearnings toward Litchfield. 

• Thoagh I bave eo loag neglectecl to -.me to yoa, I ban, ot't.en-
1:boaght at :,o,a and deaind to - ,oa. No &tuce or]mgd, of 
.... _ - -,.rate JOII from my tboag1m ...a dec:l:ioae. .b 
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oar re1ati.-es are remoTeCl by death, Cid we aze left :more .i.-, 
it - as if ,re become more endean,d to each other. 'Wbell I 
look to my father's family, my pa%Qi11 an, g,me, my oldest~ 
ther is gm,e, besides JIIS1IY o£ my eoasina and fOl'JDC!r ~ 
:&t I espy ODe dear brother left, u,d dear to - he oaght to be. 
Often do I nm back witb. a mid of moarmuJ. pleume, to oar 
da:,,, of childhood u,d yoatla. How =-y days and JUght,, -
have worked and slept together! In my mmd, I often :;o with 
yoa. into the conme1d, or into the meadow to mow aDd rake. And 
,rben oar day' a worlc is done, ,re walk to:;ether dotr1l to the brook, 
and ~ :;et on the great rock a little north of the brid,,,--e. 
to waah oar feet. Th«- childish d'aira do o&ea oee,rpy my 
~ and d'ord some pleaaaut ~ tlloagh ~ 
with aerioas :rellectioaa.. 

"As oar relations are, one after another, going the ,ray o£ all 
the earth, ,re mast "te long follow them. I ean truly 81&Y that 
after I went ,.,.,.,. from my father's boaae, and for IIIOlltba and 
years was far absent, I felt Tery oensibly the ties of a!l"ec:tioll be­
iween 1111, a.ad YOll ~ to be the Dea.rest re1atioa I bad in the 
world. Yet tboee tiell mut be clisoolTed. And happy for 'U if 
we are ..,. unit.ed to t.he bleaaed J- by the ties o£ faith and I-. 
u that when all things here fail us, ,re aball be received into 
~g be&Tenly habitations. Dear 'bl'Otber, I hope yo,i are 
ping Si~ to be fow,d of God in peace, not baTmg Oil yonr 
-- rii;h~ ...-luch is or the 1a....-, bat that ...-hich is by faith 
ia Christ J-, that so YOll may be aceepted and ,relcomed to 
the joy of oar Lord. Aod whether or not,.., ever =-t again in 
this ,rorJd. I F&Y that Goel 'W'Ollld prep&l'e -u for the 1int -
~ and for a happy meeting in his heavenly kin,.--dom.." 

To pass over Father Osborn's Fairfield home, 
would be an unpardonable omission, e'°en in an out­
line of his life. That home was a centre of attrac­
tion for some of the best society in Cumberland and 
adjacent coUDties, who oought it, not for its hospit­
ality alone, but for the impressions of tranquillity 
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which they were sure to cany away. Father Os­
born's love for the society of his friends was un­
bounded. Those w-ho were in the habit of -risiting 
him, will never forget the beD1c<PUa11t smile with 
which they were always welcomed, the cordial sur­
render of his time to their enjoyment, and the pe­
C'Oliar art with w-bich he tumed discourse on any 
subject into a cheerful current. 

He loved a AOf11e, in the local as well as domestic 
application of the term. We ha'"e seen with what 
words of fondness he spoke of the things as well as 
friends of bis home in boyhood-the conrlield, mea­
dow,' brook and rock-we almost expected him to 
add-

It seems to ha'"e been with him, a hereditmy l<We. 
Bis nephew, Myro11 Osborn, writes from Lit.clrlield­
" Grandfather, (Mr. Osborn's father,) was a iarmer, 
and ii I am not mistaken, was seven years ole. when 
his father came with bis f.amily, to this place. The 
bnth genera.ti.on are now in poseession of the old 
homestead where my progenitors lrred and died." 
The above account leaves the family in possession 
of their Litclrlield home, one hundred and thirty-
aeven years. . 

At an early period of his ministry, Mr. Osbom 
t.ook measures to obtain a plaee wlnch he might call 
his own. He secured a central situation, highly eli­
gil>le for bis purpose., and abandoning the parsonage 
owned by the congregation, he took posaeesion of 
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it in 1803. His own care in gmng it improvements, 
has ~ it the pleasant home so well known to 
his friends. There he trained his family, and there 
he died. 

He was twice married. His first wife was Eliza­
beth Riley, born near Bri~~n, January 30, 17i5, 
to whom be was married, September 18, 1794. Their 
children were-

.Anna-born A¾aust 7, l'i95; married to Lorenzo 
Lawrence, 1815; died in Cincinnati, Sept.ember 13, 
1845. 

Betsey, born June 7, 1797; died September ~ 
1825. 

Ruth-born September 5, 1799; married to Ben­
jamin Thompson, March 16, 1825; died June 4, 
1836. 

Ethan-born June 12, 1801 ; died August 6, 1811. 
John Elma--born December 4, 1808; married to 

Margaret ffi.i.rvey, of Massachnsetts; now living in 
Hennepin, Illinois. 

Mary-born Februaty 6, 1805; married in 1827, 
to Rickard Hurd, of Cincinna.ti, and now living. 

Harriet Seymoure-born October 30, 1810; died 
September 2, 1816. 

Robert-born August 27, 1813; now a clergyman 
in Point Pleasant, in Western Virginia, where be 
married Josephine Browne. 

It will be seen that only three of the eight named 
above, survive. Mrs. Thompson is represented in 
the linng world, by her children, Mrs. James Powell 
of ~e and Mr. Ethan Osborn Thompson, of 
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Philadelphia. Mrs. Lawrence bas one living repre­
sentative, in the person of Mrs. :Mary Elizabeth 
Riehal'dson, residing in Ohio. All the Jhing chil­
dren have families around them. 

Their mother, the first :Mrs. Osborn died, October 
9, 1817, at the a,,..-e of forty-two years. 

He was married to his second wife, Esther Foster, 
of Pittsgro'"e, Salem Co. N. J. May 8, 1822. She 
was born in 1785, and died June 7, 1835. 

Father Osborn had a peculia.?' manner of nourish­
ing bis dome..-tic affections in silence. I ha-re often 
been surprised to ob..crve that he spoke . least of 
those whose memories I found, on cs.reful scrutiny, 
were most deeply treasured in his heart. Perhap,, 
this hsbit grew out of his settled method of bringing 
forward only cheerful themes for con'"ersation. 
Perhaps he was unwilling to trust his voice in the 
effort to speak where his feelings were too deeply 
interested. In a letter to bis particularly belo'"ed 
brother Eliada., he refers to their last parting which 
pro'"ed their :final separation in this wotld, in these 
terms-" Since in parting, we shook hands, but 
could not speak." He talked but little of his be­
reavements, or the absence of his children, but his 
domestic relations had been happy, and his heart 
was often with the dead or absent ones of bis hoase­
hold. 

His 8111'Viving children have for IDmlY years, been 
settled in homes of their own, in distant parts of the 
country, and since the death of his last wife, the ad­
ministration of his bouaehold bas been conducted, 
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as aheady mentioned. by the devoted niece whom 
God in mercy preserved for the support of his help­
less years. Her long, faithful watch over his com­
forts, ma-its at lea.rt this humble notice. • 

Passing from his home to his spiritual family, 
the ch.arch, the welling up of afi"ection from his 
hea:rt, though no more real, was oftener brou,,,crht to 
the notice of the people. His love of his ilock was 
one of the elements of his long in1luence over them. 
h was not alone the heavenly sentiment of love for 
their souls, but also the personal :i.ttaehment of 
friend toward friend. They seldom listened to a 
sermon in which this did not in some way so break 
forth, as to secure a response in their own hearts. 
An example of this will be afforded by another qu<r 
tation-the last which I shall make from the dis­
courses which ha,e so liberally contributed their 
material to this narrative : 

.. Xy cordial attachmeDt for Illy CmismD. friends baa for_,. 
years been growing otrong. I ~ oar friendahip iza Christ. 
.Jeeas will be imlllortal in the happy beavealy realm. I Jo.e 
you becall9e yoa love lily &Tioar, &Del - my fellow:U.ve!en 
to the beaTealy ZiOII, ,md candidat.ee for a like CS'Oll'1l of r)ary. 
A.a long u I live, yoar Christian friendship ,rill be clear to me, a 
sweet balm of my life; and in.the moming of the 1eeuttee6ou, I 

* The penoa.al friends ot the pcties, will be pleued witla the no­
tice of a tramaction highly hoaorable to all coac:ernod. Dnring the 
Jut vim made by Kn. Bllld to her fal.ber, while aa yN lte Y&a com­
petent to make a devise, at her earnest mstigation bio will wu 10 al­
tered u entirely to supersede henelf in favor of Xiii XcQueen, the 
lady refem,d to. 

9 
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hape1D ~ tr.vd to greet :YOG with iDelFable deJigbt. Let 
oarln6erly Jov-e ~ and~ uaiil it be perfected ia 
,>t,cy." 

We may well imagine_ how this 1lilaffected expres­
sion of his holy attachment, wrought up the sympa­
thy of his hearers, and prepared them to listen to 
the following sentences with clu1d-like reverence and 
lo'"e. They close his autobiographical sermons, 
and in transcn"bing them, the writer parts from what 
'bas been to himself the interesting eenice of pre­
paring this memorial. 

.. And 'DOW, brethrelL and frieDda. - haft been togetber .. 
looig time, and.how IOOll "tlN! may eeparate, G<>d only mows. Bat 
wfaetherOQr eepantioD. for this world be _or later, I eolemri­
ly cbarge all o£ yoo. in the name of God, to be ready to meet -
at tbe ript band or oar tiDa1 judge. Let llot one or yo,i -.;leet 
tbe ~ or 1m U1U110i-t&1 -1. 

.. We sball all llt&Dd Oil & level before oar .Judge. and be ,rill 
pus -- Oil .. wit.boat re,,pect Ofper801IS. I •ball ha..-e DO 
ad..-~ O'l"er J'OOl Oil~ or my preoeot at&tiOD. We eball 
each be tried by tbe Mme rule, the word o£Cbrist 'lfho YilljlMige 
um. tbe laA day. If eome of YOOl are better Christiua tbu. I 
am, u l"bope yo,i are. yo,i -.rill be more glorioua. ud l ahaU ~ 
joice with yoa Ql your euperior dignity and hawia.ess. '.l'here 
ill DO en..-,. ill_ that bleeaed world: ..U r.joice ii, ~h other's joy. 
llly only hope of reachillg ic, ill t!uoagh the mercy and grace of 
God in Christ .Jesus. Brethren, do cuuwn,e to pny for me, aud 
I pray the God of peace to ADCtify yOQ ..-holly, IUld pre,,en-e YOOl 
amo tbe commg of our Lord J- Cbriat." 

DD OJ' '?BB llOXOB.UL. 
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CENTENARY EXERCISES. 

Tn remains of Father Osbom were hardly lea 
to the quiet of the gra,e, before his friends in Fair­
field and Bridgeton, ~ the e"lterprise of pro­
curing :i. suitable token of remembrance to stand 
over the gra,e. The effort resulted in the erection 
of a plain, comely monument, composed of a shaft 
about ten feet in height, wrought from Italian mar­
ble, standing upon a square plinth, the whole spar­
ingly, but neatly ornamented, and· corresponding 
with the cha~r which it is set to commemorate. 
Carryin;; out this likeness, the inscriptions on the 
four sides are brief, simple, and pertinent. 

Faon--" En,ct.ed A.ui;ast 21..t, 1858, t.o the memoty of BeY. 
Etbm 0..bona. bom in Litchhld. Conn., A.apt 21. 1,58; die<l 
fall of faith, aDd in the hope of a joyful ~ Xay 1. 
lSSS, aged 99 years 8 lllOllths aDd 10 days. 

RIGBT Sm&-" Graduated at Dartmouth, 1,1<4, lieemed 1,86_ 
called to F~ld l,AA, ordained 1,89, ad ~ hia cli&r,;e 
184-l, having been puwr or this Cham:h ss years. 

B.&il-" A aoldier of the BeYolatioo. & good -, & faithful 
minister or the Goepel. 

WPT StDE-" n~ obeyed the comm&Dd-' Go preach my Go,,. 
pel.' Ilia cbildren in the flesh and in the 11pirit lie &rOIUld him." 

Saturday, Augv.st 21, 1858, was the one hundredth 
anni,ersary of his birth, and it was selected as an 

9• 
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appropriat.e time for public serrices iD connection 
with the erection of this monument. Once more a 
great assembly was gathered within and around the 
Old St.one Chmcli. They came, as at the funeral, 
from all the country around, crowding about the 
outside of the doors and windows, after the seats, 
aisles, galleries, and pulpit ~ galleey stairs, were 
all crowded. 

The presence of all Father Osborn's sunning 
children, who for more than thirty years, had not 
before been together under the family roof, was a 
feature of no small interest in the scene. His old 
Litchiield friends also sent on a delegate. in the per­
son of his nephew, Mr. Myron Osborn. The follow­
ing, as &r as recollected, are the clergy who occu­
pied the pulpit and platform.-The Rev. Messrs. 
.James Boggs and.Charles F. Diver, resident past.ors 
with the supervision of the exercises; .Rev.John A. 
.Annin, also a resident past.or; Bev. George W.Jan-­
'Vier, of Pittsgrove, the patrill1'cli of the Presbytery 
of West Jersey, and Bev. Messrs. S.B.Jones,D.D., 
T. W. Catt.ell, and J. W. Hubbard, pastors in the 
same Presbytery; Rev. Messrs. Challis and. Ken­
nard, of the Baptist chureh, and Hugg and Da:ffield, 
of the Methodist, all of Cumberland county. From 
without the State, the venerable William Neill, D.D., 
of the Second, Bev. B. B. Hotchkin, of the Third, 
and Rev. A. Converse, D. D., of the Fourth Presby­
teey of Philadelphia, and Rev. Nathaniel C. Burt, of 
the Presbytery of Baltimore. 

The services were commenced by Dr. Neill, who 
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gave out the following hymn, which was sung with 
~ eft"ect by a choir under the leadership of Mr. 
Daniel Williams, now of Philadelphia, but for many 
years chorister under the old past.or: 

"0 God of Bethel, by Yboee bud 
Thy people still are fed, 

Tbo1I tbroagh tmll ,._,. pilgri,mge, 
But all oar fallen~ 

"°'!r vo....., oar prayers Te.._ praent 
Befott thy throne or gnace; 

God of oar !'&then, be the God 
Of their succeedmg race. 

"Throa;b each perplem,g path or life 
Our W'&lldering f~ gajde; 

Give u each day oar cl&ily bread, 
.bcl Z'llimeDt lit provide. 

"0 ~ thy COTering 'W'iDgl aroand 
Till all oar 'WaDderiDga -, 

.bd at oar Fa.iber's ~ed abocle, 
Our soal.a a.rrive in peace. 

"Sach blenmi:s !'rom tby gracioas hand, 
Our humble prayers implore, 

.bd thou sbalt be oar chosen Gcd 
.bd portion eTUmOn:." 

Prayer was then. offered by Rev. Mr. Janvier. 
Hon. John T. NL,con, of Bridgeton, followed with a 
statement ?'el'pecting the monument, and the various 
documents deposited in the foundation stone, com­
prising the names and proceedings of the Committee 
of Ere<.-tion, a manuscript sermon written by the 
deceased, notices of his death and funeral, and other 
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al'ticles, from the West Jersey Pioneer, Bri~~n 
Chronicle, ChriBti:m Obsen-er, and Ameriea.n ~ 
byterian. 

The audience then listened to the Eulogy pro­
nounced by Judge Elmer, and the .Address of Rev. 
Mr. Burt, copies of both of which are subjoined at 
the earnest solicitation of the family, and other 
friends of Father Osborn. · The inten-al between 
the delivery of them was occupied by singing a. 
hymn gn:en out by Rev. Dr. Jones. 

Bev. De. Converse, editor of the Christian Ob­
sen-er, and co-presbyter with the deceased, was then 
called upon for remarks. He responded by saying 
"That our late Father Osborn was loved, and honor­
ed, and held in hlecrh esteem by all the members of the 
Presbytery, and that at their last regular meeting 
they appointed a large committee to be here on this 
day, to unite with you in commemorating the hun­
dredth return of his b~y.* In this appoint­
ment it was no doubt their p~ to act in accord­
ance with the precept which God gave his ancient 
Church: 

. Thou ab&lt 8taDd up before the hoary head, and boDor the 
face of the old 111111D, and fear t.by God: I am the Lou.' 

"The Presbytery would have ·rejoiced to be here by 
their Committee of which I am a member, to greet 

• At tile spring meetiJlc or t.be ~. while Father Oabonl 
wu yet lh-ing, and Im frienda were loolwag for the conliD1U111ce oC 
Ilia life beyond tlua period, • committee ,..,.. appointed to represent 
tlle l'reebytery iJl a CODtemplaled CODgn,tlllalory festml OD the pn,­
aent aimiffnary. 
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and honor om a.,oed and ~ered co-presbyter; but 
it bas pleased God t.o disappoint oar hopes, and to 
call oar father to the assembly and church. of the 
First-born }n . Heaven. We cannot regret his ab­
sence. Having accomplished the great purposes of 
life and finished the worli: God ga,e him to do, it 
W1IB far better for him to be absent from the body 
and present with Christ, than t.o be here su:ff'ering 
under the infirmities of a hundred years. The 
speaker added that he conld not tl:.ink it proper to 
oeenpy the time of this large assembly, with desnl­
tory remarks suggested by the occasion, after the 
able and interesting discourse to which they kid 
listened. Before closing he .referred t.o the faithfnl. 
sket.eh of Father Osborn, gi'\"en by Judge Elmer. 
The honorable speaker kid not called him a !J1"d 
man; he had presented him before us as a good man, 
'llJl3881lming-of great simplicity of eharaeter,­
man of true humility and modesty. And is not ,i,a.. 

pw:ity an element of greatness? .Are not modesty 
and humility eharaeteristic of greatness! We may 
mistake in our estim.at.es of men, but our departed 
friend was a :msn of great infl.uenee, of which the 
hundreds convened here to-day are li'\"mg witnesses. 
The influence of such a man surn'\"es on earth when 
he has gone to his rest." Dr. C. closed with a brief 
remark on triffl8mitted mj,~ as seen in that com­
munity, with a passing reference to the Rev.DANIEL 
ELJID, who was the Pastor of that church a hun­
dred and thirty years ago. 

The serrices were closed with a benediction pro­
nounced by Rev. Mr. Challis. 



JUDGE EL\lER'S EULOGY. 

[Sr.lDJID'r irr TJD: Pcm.mru..-ltwu es:pect.ed udeameotly 
desired, tbat tbe complete Ealogy, ~ by .Jadj;e Elmer, 
aboaW. be gnen in this place. It is proper to state, that be ud 
... lloa:btm - engaged at tbe - time Oil ibeir n,i,pectiTe 
~ ud witboaiany ...ch facilities for---,~ 
mg,. 1-i; diluDce apart.) ... woald enable diem to keep their 
1ncb rr- iuenering. Hamii; both, to.- extellt, - to 
ibe - mat.eriala. &nd being iJa coamioD familiar with tbe moet 
omenabJe traits or lllr. Osbon, their pea ~ not well a-void 
&ma,; int.o ee,eral comm_.. Theee. however, - b:md to 
h&Te bea iewer tban ~t have been upect.e,1. Still, it tmm 
oc dl&i - hist.orieal portiom oC the Ealogy, ud a fe,r 
t1,c,agbui in rmew' o£ the chancter of its venerable 811bject, bad 
been &Dticipat.ed izo the " :Memorial." 

In view of this &et, tbe .Judge felt great emi-r.-t in 
yieldmg to the request ror a copy ror publieaticm. Tbe COll-1: 
a int pm rei-mi,-. 1au aiDce been followed by,. Jetter"° 
~ of ua appe,,nnee ... ,. wbole, f.,r the - above 
stued, that we an COll9tr&i-1 to deCer to bis feelmg,i, ud con­-t oanel-... with the pcibncation of eopioai< ~ embracing 
:i.o.-, more than tb?e&-f"oartbs of the entire Ealogy.] 

EXTRACTS FROM T1IE EULOGY. 

I con t.o speak of the character and virtues of 
ETB.t.N OsBOBN, with feelings of lively sensibility. 
Although out of the bounds of his con,,,oregation, 
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from my earliest recollection I have known and 
revered him. He was long the pastor of a people 
once ministered to by ~ Rev. Daniel Elmer, from 
whom all of the name, in this part of the State, 
are descended. He was the life-long friend of my 
fa.ther. Many ties bound them together. Although 
not then acquainted, they had both fou,,crht in that 
great conte.,--t which establ.i;ilied oor Independence. 
They were generally of one mind, in politics and in 
religion. Looking :recently at :Mr. Osborn's fumily 
Bible, I found recorded in his own band-writing, the 
dates of the birth and death of Ebenezer Elmer; he 
a.lone, of all his friend:!, in nowise related by blood 
or marriage. being thus remembered. 

Bnt why this monument, this solemn ceremony, 
and this eulogy of a deceased minister? He neither 
coveted nor expected such distinctions. He was a 
plain man, and not specially distinguished for learn­
ing or eloquence. He was far more anxious to per­
form well the dnties of a humble station, than to 
reach a high seat in the ..ynagogne. His voice was 
seldom heard in the pulpits of fashionable cou,,are­
ga.tious; and when it was. attr.i<,-ted no applause. 

All of us who knew the man. feel, however, that 
he deserved to be thus commemorated. Our obj1..'<--t 
ill, not to glorify him, for to him the applause or 
censure of men is nothing. Our object is to benefit 
ollJ'Sekes and posterity, by a record of the life, 
labors, and death of a faithful minister of the gos­
pel, a true patriot, a prudent counsellor, a reliable 
friend, an humble, consistent Christian. He spent 
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a. long life in the service of the one people, amoag 
whom he first settled. He 'WaS spared to an extreme 
old age, and from the beginning to the end of bis 
life, commanded the respect and love of all who 
knew him. Children's cbildren grew up and called 
him blessed. 

A century bas elapsed since his birth; a centary 
of great events. Bom a subjeet of King George IL, 
he died the citizen of a great and prosperous repub­
lic.. Seventy years, the allotted period of human 
life have gone by, since he left bis na.tive home in 
Con~t. after having graduated at Dartmouth, 
N. H., and been licensed to preach about two years 
and a bAlf. No steamboats or railroads then ren­
dered a. long journey easy and of quick despatch. 
Traveling on horseback, and not intending at first 
to go farther fl()llth than Philadelphia, he was provi­
dentially directe.!i to this congregation, which bad 
been about five years destitute of a pastor. He 
came to a people prepared t.o receive, and needing 
lRleh a man. They were of Puritan origin. For 
mat1y years in their early history they bad resorted 
to New England for pastors. Daniel Elmer was 
bom and edncat.ed there; and when William Ram­
sey, who was of Irish parentage, and bad been 
educated at the new College at Princet.on, ~ 
selected to succeed him in lT".>6, it was thought 
advisable that he should go t.o Connecticut, and be 
there licensed. After a probation of six months 
Mr. Osborn received a very cordial invitation to 
settle, and obeyed the call. He was received by 
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the Presbyt.ery of Phibdelpbia, ordained and in­
stalled December 3, 1789. Following Mr. Ramsey, 
a man of uncommon eloquence, and Mr. Holl~CPS­
head, who was aL"O db~auished as a preacher, 
althon.,crh differing much from them, he must have 
been an acceptable p=her. That, considering all 
his qualifications, he was well :fitt.ed for the place, is 
shown by the fact, that from the commencement of 
his pastorate, until adTIL11cing a.,--e and infirmities 
induced him to re.i,,<PJl, after a ~rvice of fifty-five 
years, no one talked, no one thought of a separa­
tion. He had enlisted for life; his people chose 
him for life; and to the end of his life he remained 
among them, only ceasing to labor when his strength 
no longer permitted. 

When he arril"ed, he found this " Old Stone 
Uhurch," now in its turn abandoned, newly erected 
and occupied. The frame building, following the 
temporary structure of logs, which stood in the old 
gra'"e yard, on the bank of the Cohansey, about a 
mile from this place, and which had been known 
for three-fourths of a century as the " Cobansey 
Church," having become unfit for u.."8, the property 
here had been purchased and stone collected for a 
new building in the year 1775. But the trials and 
privations of the Rel"olation suspended the work 
until the year 1780, when it was resumed, and the 
building completed in that and the succeeding year. 
In the meantin;ie the old house had so decayed. that 
it became necessary to remove the seats and the 
pnlpit and place them under the large, old comer 

10 
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tree, now gone, where Mr. Hollingshead "l\":18 accus­
tomed to preach. The first sermon in the new 
house was pre:rched by him September 7, 1780, from 
the text, "But what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Chri&t.." Philip. iii. 7. The labors 
and eacrifiees of the people, considering the time 
and circumstances, must have been great, and a 
great ~ng from God followed them. About 
one hundred and twenty persons were :uided t.o the 
chmch during the ensuing two years. Such, how­
ever, was the effect of the destitution that followed 
the :removal of Mr. Hollingshead, th:it when the 
new past.or commenced his work, he could :find but 
one hundred and twenty-ii.Te members in all 

The congrega.tion was scattered o'\'er the whole 
of Fairfield township, and in parts of the adjoining 
townships of-Downe and Deerfield, including a por­
tiDn of the people of Bridgeton where there was no 
chmch of any denomination, although it had been 
the county town forty years. The only churches 
then in the county were the Old Cohansey Baptist 
Church, founded in 1690, probably the first in the 
county, which then worshipped at a house in lower 
Hopewell. near where Sheppard's mill now is; the 
Presbyterian churches at Greenwich and Deerfield; 
the Seventh-Day Baptist Church at Shiloh; a Baptist 
church at Dividing creek; a German Reformed 
church in Upper Hopewell, which had no pastor and 
soon went to decay; and the Friends meetings at 
Greenwich and Port Elizabeth. The population de-
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pendent on this church for reflgious instruetion, 
Ill3V be estimated at about two thousand. * 

h was the understanding of the new p:i.st;or and 
his people, as I .have already remarked, that he set­
tled for life. Such was then the usml tenure of the 
pastoral office, in the land of st.eady habits from 
which he came. He did not sit down among a 
secluded people., to prepare himself by a f.ew years 
of careful com~-ition and stndy. ii:>r great.er ~ 
ness in a more important c~ nor did the con­
gregation stipulate that six months' notice should 
terminate the engagement. He did not come with 
a partner already chosen, but after a few years of 
careful saving, as one important preparation for 
ho11Sekeeping, found a wife among his hearers, and 
soon afterwards purchased a convenient and com­
fortable but modest house, with a few acres of 
ground, leaving the old parsonage and &rm to be 
sold. In this house he lived fifty-five years, and 
there he ended his days, and died in the joyful hope 
of a glorious resurrection. 

• S-uice the aboft wu IJ>Oken, I haft ucertaiDed that property 
wu CODT~ to Trustees for a lletbodist Episcopal chan:h at Port 
Elizabeth a.s early as 1785, ud it ia probable that there were a few 
Kethodiato in other parts or the cOUDty before 1789. The wbole num­
ber or commmucanbl belonging to ..U the churcbes at the last date 
did not ueeed GOO. The population wu then about 6000, ao that 
tbe commmucanbl were about one ill ten. At tbia time there are 8 
Presbyterian cburcbes Tith about llaO members, 7 Baptista with at 
least I 000 members, ""d 17 lletbodiat Epiaeopal, with nee 3000 
members, the wbole number exceeding aOOO, ,rbicb is more than ODt! 

ill foar chan:h memben iD the in-t population or 19,000. 



112 JVDGE ELXD'S EUl.OGY. 

Laboriocs in bis habit.--, blessed through bis long 
life with uneommon health, he went faithfully to 
work, t.o win souls for Christ. He :idapted himself 
in all respeets, to bis circumstances. Althou,,nb a 
very fair scholar, he soon. lost bis character for 
scholanhip. as he bas been heard pleasantly to re­
mark, by striving t.o be plain and int.elligible to the 
weakest capacity. In a sermon preached in 1822, 
he said with bis characteristic simplicity: "As to 
my proceedings in the atrairs of the church, I aimed 
to follow. the practice of my worthy predecessors, 
without making any alteration, unless it could evi­
dently be made for the better. I was :fa"'ored with 
a eeeeion of able and pious men; and never shall I 
forget the first prayer meeting in which they assisted 
me in this house. They prayed with the spirit. My 
mind was !!d seDSl"bly aff'ected, that perhaps I oould 
not refrain~ tears of gratitude and joy. And 
nspecting the session ever since, the Lord bas high­
ly favored me and the church." 

* * * * * * * 
For twenty years or more after his settlement, he 

followed the ancient custom of preac-1.ring two ser­
mons on the Sabbath, in the meeting house, with an 
interval of half an hour. :&t during the intermedi­
ate time, he was by no means idle. He visited the 
schools in the dnferent neighborhoods; was at all 
times attentive to the sick and suffering, and visited 
and prayed with bis people systematically and 
diligently. 

When he began bis labors, Bible, Tract, Mission-
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ary and Colonization Societies were unknown ; but 
when in the good providence of God, the church 
was aroused to some proper sen..<ae of duty in these 
matters, he entered at once and heartily into 
measmes for promoting them. He was one of the 
founders of the Cumberland Bible Society. which 
preceded the American Bible Society, and was 
among the first in the country. He was also an 
earnest promoter of the mo'\"ement in fa'\"Or of tem­
perance, cheerfully relinqui,;hing his long practice 
of taking a small quantity of spirits daily, which he 
had been taught to consider important for his 
health. and acting upon the apostolic principle of 
total ab.."ti.nence from whate'\"er might make his 
brother offend. 

But while be did not hesitate to combine with 
others to set a public example of abstinence when 
the emergency required such a testimony, and to en­
dea'\"Or by all suitable means to promote the welfare 
of his fellow-men. he was too wise, and too deeply 
imbued with the spirit of his }!aster, to fall into the 
prevalent error of attempting reforms, upon princi­
ples _not sanctioned by his infallible guide, the re­
'\"ealed will of God. 

[After aome remarks upon the ~ and certain re­
action of reforms ,.hich ignore the moral and spiritual element, 
and after a. notice of the politica.l Tim and coune of Mr. O.born, 
eorrobora.tin of ,.1u,,t is cont&ined iu the " Memorial," the 
Ealogy proeeeds t.o llpea.k ofhis-Theelogica.l opiDioDa in terms 
more t.o be ttg&J'lled, bec&aae coming from one whol!e eeclesiaati­
ca.l coDDeCtions are with the Old School bra.neh of the Presbyte-

10 • 
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madiam. Tbeypobablyttpt"eMt1ie~-~ 
oldie depmed. putor, by tbe body &om ,rbich tbe uperu;es ..r 
tbea..-edbim. 

His theology was that of a very moderate Calwi­
ist. . 'Believing and preaching the doctrines of per­
eona.1 eleetiotl and fi.nal per!!(!'\"erance of the saints, 
he as firmly belie\"ed and ta¾<rht a general atone­
ment. .And this he did with the sincerity and open­
ness that always characterized him. About twenty­
five years ago, not being listened to when the sub­
ject was discussed at the monthly association., with 
the respect to which he thought his a::.,c,,e entitled him, 
he prepared a sermon in defence of his views, which 
on a subsequeut occasion he preached before them. 
When accosted, after the serriees by one of his bre­
tmen with the remark, "Well. brother Osborn. you 
gave it to· Calvinism to-day with an Arminian 
eu.<Ie,oel,.,. he good humoredly replied, " My opinions 
have been a good deal questioned, and I thought I 
would let you know my views." 

Firm and decided as he was in maintaining his 
own opinions, he was entirely free from envy and 
jealousy, and was willing to accord t.o all others the 
same freedom of opinion he claimed for himse1£ 
He disliked controversy, and was a model and ad­
vocate of peace. So thorough was the con-riction 
of his sincerity, so meek was his spirit, so blameless 
his life, and so court.eous his manners, that although 
bis brethren were grieved, at what they could not 
but regard as a departure from the true doctrine of 
their con~ion of faith, and of the Bible, they 
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never failed m accord to him ~ love and esteem. 
and to tolerate differences, which exln"'bit.ed by an­
other man or with a different spirit, might have~ 
duced vei:y unpleasant consequences. 

WbeD the disruption of the Presbyt.eriau body 
oectl1Ted, no one doubted, on which side be would 
be found. But be was in no hurry to break up old 
associations. Writing to a sist.er in 1~, he said: 
"l have been frequently ask!'i. what is the differ­
ence between the Old and New SchooL Yesterday, 
agreeable to prenous notice, I answered the question 
from the pulpit. Aft.er explaining some difference 
of opinion respecting the doings of the .Assembly of 
183i and 1838, and of a few doctrines, I drew sev­
eral inference!!, one of which was that the New 
School A.8eembly is the genuine constitutional Pres­
byterian Assembly in the United Stat.es. Whether 
we shall remove our standing to a New School Pres­
bytei:y, we have not yet determined. I am much 
perplexed in a troubled situation, between two fires. 
May the Lord direct me, to do what is right and 
best." His church very soon seceded from the 
West Jersey Presbytei:y, and united with one con­
nected with the other party. Before this, there had 
been a secession from his church and a. new one 
constituted. The final result, as you know, has 
been that the one Old Cohansey Church, has become 
three, that at Fairton, claiming to be the regular 
successor, so far as I know, without a contestant. 

Fairly to characterize Mr. Osborn's preaching, 
will be difficult. As I have already intimated, it 
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cannot be said that he ,iras an eloquent man. Too 
busy .to be a great student, he drew his sermons di­
rectly from the Bible, and depended on his own 
~crht.s. Many here, remember his common prac­
tice, at a certain period of his dL"'COurse, of stopping 
and looking at his watch, and then saying, "Hav­
ing gone through the doetrinal part of my discourse, 
I come now to make some practical remarks." He 
had a clur, distinct voice ; .. the finest, some of us 
tho¾crht, in the Philadelphia Presbytery," is the tes­
timony of one, for many years a co-presbyter. His 
sermons were eminently practical. were well 
thought out, and well adapted both to edify his :6.ock, 
and to alarm the careless. I can never forget the 
solemn emphasis with which I once heard him pro­
nounce the awful warning of the last ten ,erses of 
the first chapter of Proverbs. 

You have all beard of the f.a.mous Whitefield, that 
"prince of preachers," whose voice was once heard 
by multitudes of this and the other congregations 
in the CODllty, when he preached in the year li40, 
on a small hill near the meeting-home at Green­
wicli, and where in his own langua.,"'e ; "The words 
gradually struck the hearers, till the whole congre­
gation was greatly moved, and two cried ont in the 
bitterness of their souls, after a crucified Saviour, 
and were scarcely able to stand. My soul was re­
plenished as with new wine, and life and power:6.cw 
all around me." What was said by this wonderful 
man, when put on paper, evinced no superiority to 
the productions of ordinary preachers. Gifted with 
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a most musical and powerful voice, a.ud with deep 
feeli~<"PS, his matchless power, like the power of all 
great orators, was due to his being able to commu­
nicate bis own emotions and passions to his hearers, 
and thus to bring their whole minds into sympathy 
and uniou with his own. 

The inffuence exerted by Mr. Osborn, although it 
fell far short of that exerted by Whitefield, I am per­
suaded was due to a similar P9Wer of bringing the 
feelin,,,<PS of those he addressed, to a lively sympathy 
with bis own. His natural temper was quick and 
irritable, entirely controlled by perfect self-com­
mand; and be was endowed with a lively i;ympathy 
for others, and e;,peeially for those in trouble, and 
the poor and humble. 

* * * * * * * 
A strong feeling for the poor, and for every class 

of his people, was shown in his countenance, and in 
every word and action. If he rose to address a 
Sabbath-school, with his ordinary greeting, "Well, 
children, I am glad to see so many of you here," 
every eye brightened, and every little heart beat with 
quick _emotion, for all felt that his feelings toward 
them, were those of the most affectionate parent, 
and every word he spoke fell on listening ears. 

He was not addicted to writing for the press. I 
am not aware that any of bis sermons have been 
printed. In May, 1812, just before the declaration 
of war against Great Britain, he delivered a short 
address to a company of soldiers, then recently en­
listed and about to depart, which in bis own words, 
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W'llS "by request (unexpectedly) of the officers and 
~ submitted to publicity." This address as 
now read, is in nowise remarkable, but it m:Mle a 
deep and lasting impression on his hearers, some of 
whom could repeat much of it from memory, and 
many presen-ed the paper containing it, among their 
choicest relies. He spoke from a heart deeply im­
bued with the feelings of a true patriot; he knew 
from experience the dangers and trials of a soldier's 
life; and he was anxious to benefit his hearers. 
First addressing to the soldiers suitable cautions and 
admonitions, he closed with the afi'ecting words :­
" And now, in taking leave of you with brotherly 
afi'ection, we bid you a cordial farewell, praying that 
God would have you in his holy keeping, give you 
prosperous success and a safe return." Then to tlie 
people, he ~ulcated the duty of contributing to 
the comfort.able support of the soldiers. "And at 
the call of proper authority, let us cheerfully and 
promptly aid their exertions, and consider them not 
as military slaves, dragged into service by a press­
gang, but in the honorable character of volunteer 
citizens, going forth to put themselves between us 
and the hostile foe, defenders of our rights and 
avengers of our wrongs. Let us boldly aid the 
Christian cause, by frowning upon vice and wicked­
- of every kind and encouraging the duties re­
quired by the gospel And as the battle is not al­
ways to the strong, let us implore the blessings of 
Almighty God, that he would bless rulers and peo­
ple with wisdom and grace to rightly perform their 
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respective duties, that he would preserve our armies 
in camp from wa,,--ting sickness. shield them in th~ 
day of battle and gi,e them the victory, and cause 
the war in its consequences to be subsement to the 
best interests of mankind and Di.me glory." 

With this spirit, he addressed himself to his peo­
ple from week to week, with unwearied assiduity, 
carefully adapting his dL"COurses to the times and 
seasons. There was much sameness of manner, <--om­
bined with a great .ariety oi topics. In his ser­
mons, and in his con,ersa.tion, he was accustomed 
to dwell ,ery much, upon the overruling prondenee 
of God, in which he put his trust. When a drought 
occurred, be would appoint a day of &sting and 
prayer, taking care to say, If it pleases God to send 
us rain before that time, we will make it a day of 
thanksgiving and praise. And such faith did the 
community come to ha,e in these special interces­
sions, that it became a common remm-k fur out of 
the bounds of his parish, " We shall soon have rain; 
Mr. Osborn has appoint.ed a day for fasting and 
prayer." 

* * * * * * * 
Acceptable and successful as a preacher, he was 

still more beloved in the sick-room and at funerals. 
Who that has ever been present, can forget his man­
ner of speaking to the mourning friends of the de­
ceased ? Ready at all times to "rejoice with them 
that rejoice, and weep with them that weep," per­
haps no one ever more skilfully adapted his remarks 
to the circum~tances of each particular case, and no 
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one was ever heard with more affectionate rever­
ence. Speaking manifestly from a full heart, he yet 
:maintmN'd a calm demeanor, and spoke in a clear 
and ctistinet tone, eminentlycaleulat.ed to soothe and 
edify. So true was his sympathy and so delicate 
and nice was his perception of what was due to his 
hearers, that he could speak with a plain directness, 
which very few could imitate. He was felt to be a 
sineere friend and a wise collilSellor. 

In social intercourse he was kind and courteous, 
and was always an acceptable guest. Like most 
men of naturally quiek: t.emperament, he had a strong 
sense of the ludicrous, and althou,,,crh always mind. 
ful of his holy calling, would often let off a 1iash of 
wit or tell a humorous anet.-dote with no little zest; 
and being able to accommodate himself readily to 
every description of persons, he gained access to 
those who· to others were almost· inaccessible, and 
was thus enabled to enlarge the sphere of his use­
fulness. At his own house he was a model of hos­
pitality and kindness, and let no one depart, with­
out exciting the wish to see him ~aain. I remem­
ber calling there a few years ago, after his faculties 
had began to fail, but while he still retained his re­
collection, and could converse intelligently, with a 
clerical friend, who afterwards remarked how mueh 
he was struck with his cordial manner, his grateful 
sense of attenti~ and especially his mode of tak­
ing leave of us, following us out of the gate, thank­
mg us for the visit, and showing as well as express­
ing how much he was pleased, looking after us until 
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we were out of tDe<rb.t. From my first knowl~oe of 
him, his manner was the same. I saw him for the 
la.,--t time, about a fortnight before his death, and al­
thou,,.nh I could not be sure that he knew who I was, 
when he followed me to the door, and in his old 
plea.'l&Dt cordial manner thanked me for the 'risit, 
and e::pressed his hope that we should meet ~aain, 
if not here, in he:rren. He seemed the same kind, 
courteous Christian friend I bad always found him. 
during the more than fifty yea?S of our acquaint­
ance. 

Whatever might be thought of him &!I a preacher, 
he W&!I mighty in prayer. Long before I could ap­
precia.t.e his excellence in this respect. I remember 
to ha,e heard his prayers spoken of as peculiarly 
aeceptable to de,out minds. They were the prayers 
of a man used to converse with God. After his 
faculties had "° decayed that he could not remember 
the names of his children and grand children, he 
could lead the de,otions of the family and of a con­
gregation, with entire propriety. He preached his 
last sermon in this builcling, and took an affecting 
leave of the place where he bad so long stood as an 
ambassad<.-r for Christ, in the year 1850, and attend­
ed public worship for the last time at Cedarville, 
about three months before he died, closing the ser­
vices with some appropriate and impressi,e remarks 
to the people. and a touching pray~r to the .God and 
Sa,iour he had so long serred. 

Very few ministers of the gospel, eouW be so 
11 
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aptlydescn"bed in the la¾auage of Cowper, as Ethan 
Osborn. 

"Woal4 I <lacribe a pracber, 81ICb. u Paal, 
Were be .., ~ would hear, appro.-e and own, 
Pal lhoald himlelf direct me. I woald tnce 

Bl9 master IIIZOkes, and draw from his design. 
I woald espcea him sm,ple, gn.-.e, aincere, 
In doctrme 'IIDCOff1l]lt; iD laagaage JJWD, 
ADd plain iD manner; decent, ao1eam, chute, 
.bd utaral iD g-estare: D>Rch uaprea·d 
HimRI!, as c:omeioaa oC his awflll clwp, 
ADd amiou, maillly, that the ftock be feeda 
.,. feel ~ too ; all'ectioDate in look, 
.ADC! tender iA address, as well becomea 
A meueRger iD grace to guilty me,,. 

Be 'llablishe1 the 111:ong, reotol'el the weak, 
Beclaima the wanderer, biDda the brokell heart; 
And arm'd bimael1' iD puoply complete 
Of heaTeu!y temper, famw,es with IU'IIIS, 

Briglat as 1w owu, and tn.in9 by e.-ery rule 
Of holy cliscipliDe, to gloriolJ war, 
The uaamcnial ~ of God's elect." 

In the fullness of time he has been gathered to his 
fathers. We do not sorrow. His body has been con­
signed to the wmb, his spirit has ascended, as we 
trust, to his heavenly home. But the good that men 
clo lives after them. lr?S faithful teaching, his fer­
vent prayers, and his Christian life, have not been in 
vain. Many of his spiritual cluldren, lie around 
him in this graveyard, where he buried the fathers 
and mothers and very many of the children of his 
fl.ode. Some survive, to cherish his memory, and to 
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be living witnesses of the power of the gospel he 
preached. If there are any within the sound of my 
voice who turned a. deaf ear to his faithful warn­
ings a.nd earnest entreaties; let me aifection.a.tely 
remind them, that soon they must stand at the judg­
ment bar of Christ., and there meet the pastor, who 
in the long suffering mercy of God, W'8S spared to 
them so ma.ny yea.rs. If "he that despised. lloses' 
Ia.w, died without mercy under two or three wit­
nesses; of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un­
holy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace." 
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It is a sadly pleasant duty, which has been assign­
ed me, my respected friends, of speaking to you thus 
to-day, as from beside the gra,e of our 1ate lament­
ed and ,enerated pastor. It is a sad duty; for a 
few months &,,,"O I had hoped that when this day 
should arri,e, we should be gathered here just as 
now, but with him in the midst of us, laden with 
the mercies of a full hundred years, and, while re­
ceiving our congratulations, once more-if only once 
more-pronouncing upon us his blessing. 

How sadly this occasion contrasts with that anti­
cipation. Yet, as it hath pleased God to remove 
him from us, the duty is now a pleasant one, of 
doing what we may to call to mind the many things 
of his long life among us which we desire to have 
in lasting remembrance, and for the sake of which, 
especially, we have to-day reared this monumental 
stone. 

It is as a parishioner, more particularly, that I 
would speak of Father Osborn :-it is as one upon 
whose infant head he hid his hand in baptism.-ns 
one who often, in all the growing years of childhood, 
saw his beaming face in the Sabbath-school, and 
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heard there that uniform salutation so familiar t.o 
you all,-as oue who dwelt for many years amidst 
the breakings of the word and the bread of life from 
his lips and hands,-as one whose parents' and 
grandparents' marriages he solemnized, and some 
of whose ~moter ancest.ors he buried,-as one thus 
nearly and tenderly related to him, like as were so 
many of you ;-it is as one of his parishioners, an~ 
in the name of all his parishioners present, that I 
would speak of him. 

I could have W'U'hed, indeed, that the duty of 
speaking thus as a parishioner had fallen to the lot 
of some older person--of some one whose memory 
reaches farther baek upon his life, and comprises a 
greater variety of its occurrences; for although 
thirty years have gone since my recollections of him 
begin,-since I first !lat in yon pew, next the front, 
and looked up into his face as he stood here, and 
childishly feared lest this sounding-board should fall 
upon him,-although thirty years ha't'e gone since 
then, yet he was then fulfilling his threescore and 
ten ; so that it is only as an old man, and a very old 
man, that I have any recollection of him whate'\'"er. 
This deficiency has been made up, perhaps so far as 
could be, by the honored gentleman who bas pre­
ceded me, speaking, as he bas done, with the inter­
est and affection of long acquaintance, and as a de­
scendant of one who here occupied the pastor's 
plaee long before Father Osborn. I say the defici­
ency has been made up, so far as could be ; for w-ho 
is there among us old enough to recall his early 

11* 
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ye:i.rs? :t- see here and there, :i.mong his former 
ilock, a form bowed down with the weight of years, 
but even these were young to him. The last sum­
ving member of his original congregation, aft.er 
lin,,,oering the last for many years, as you know, long 
since died. Yes; he was a rare exception in the 
matt.er of a,,,oe. W c are all children compared with 
him. wh<>se life, stretching backward and forward, 
touched upon six generations. 

We celebrate these semces for the centen:i.rian. 
And centuries! th~ are not periods in the life of a 
man, but in the life of nations and the world's his­
tory. Yet, what an affecting new we ha,c of the 
shortness of life and the speedy filght of successive 
generations. '\\'hen we think that e,·en the long life 
of the venerated dece:ised was short, when compared 
with the brief existence of many things about us. 

He is gone; but this house, which was new when 
he was young, still stands. He is gone; but that 
hickory trt.--e yonder, which throws its e,ening 
shadow on these windows, which lived before this 
hou.~ was built, against which my grandtather lean­
ed his gun when this roof was raised,-that tree 
waves its limbs as if in benedictions on the pastor's 
grave bard by, and !'till is young. 

It is fit, my friends, to engage to-day in such ser­
'Vices as these. You have done well to devise and 
execute the purpose which this monument speaks. 

In honoring the memory of one so aged, you 
honor the memory of your own futhers, and father8' 
fathers, whoee companion and friend be was. 
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In honoring bis memory, yon pay a tribute of de­
sen-ed pr:i.i:;!e to the heroes "Kho won our nation's in­
dependence; for at the call of bis country, as yon 
ba'\"e beard. in the :i.rdor of youth, he threw down 
bis books, :ind put off his student's gown, and c:itch­
ing up musket ai::,: -sword, hastened to the standard 
of W asbington. 

In honoring hill memory, yon fulfill the decree of 
Hea'\"en, that "the memory of the just shall be 
blessed," and yon avoid the reproach of Heaven, 
'"hicll. cries, "The righteous perisheth- and no man 
byeth it to heart." Ah! he was a good man. The 
common phrase in all this region, as yon know, has 
been,-" as good as Father Osborn." And if they 
whom the world calls great receive applnuse and 
win a monnment,-ruiy, if it be so ofttimes with 
even those ~ho excel only in what is fiendish in o~r 
nature, and whose career is one of crime and desola­
tion, shall not he be honored who adorned himself 
"'-ith hea\"cnly graces and scattered blessings nil 
along his pathway? 

Nor is this nil; but more th:i.n nil this, in honoring 
hill memory you honor him who, for more than half 
a century, Wt!ll and faithfully discharged the clnty of 
a Christian Pastor among us. •• I ma,,..anify mine of­
fice." Where is an office so sacred and so honor­
able? An ambassador of God- minister of J csus­
a herald of salvation,-shall we not have him in re­
vered remembrance who, more fully than most who 
c,ccnpy this office, felt its weighty import, and strove 
to meet its large demands ? And where. further, I 
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may ask, is an office that so connects with it the 
teader ~ precious int.erests of men,-that enters so 
wniliarly and fully into the affiurs of social and per­
sonal life, -acquainting it.self with them and busying 
itself about them in lonng sympathy? 

The pastor is not only the interpreter of the ora­
cles of God in the gathered assembly; he is a visitor 
in frrery home, and a personal friend of frrery indi­
'ridual. In frrery crisis of life he is at hand, sooth­
ing in sickness, comforting in sorrow, connselil'lg 
in perplexity, and, at la.st, accompanying the dying, 
as far as ~ may, toward the brooding shadows of 
the dark and solitary valley ; and in all this he is the 
friend of the soul, drawing from earth. leading to 
Christ, and inspiring with hea'"enly ho~ 0 ~ 
is none who so fully and so tenderly interweaves his 
whole life with that of eaclt of a community, and 
draws after him and binds upon him such a train of 
ardent and holy affections, as the faithful and 
loving pastor. And such a pastor W1l8 he, whom 
we mourn. Nay, his career, extending throngh 
generation after generation, and ever widening and 
deepening its sympathies .and cementing its aifee­
tiona, identified rith him the life of this community 
t.o a degree seldom known. He has been a rep~ 
sentative character among us, and his biography 
would be the history of Fairfield, in the most im­
portant respects, for the period which it would 
cover. 

.As <>De, then, venerable for years; as one who 
took his young life into his hands for our country's 
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delivenmce; as one rsdiant with the virtues which 
God approl"es and which bless mankind; and as 
our worthy, long-tried, long-trust.ed, el"er-loring 
past.or, we do well to honor him and call him to re­
membrance, by monument.a more enduring than 
marble. 

It is fit, too, to celebrate these services in this 
place. Here, rather than any where else, did he 
perform his life's work. And so little comparat:il"e­
ly has. this house been occupied since he ceased 
from his actil"e labors, it seems sacred to his memo­
ry alone. 

All things here speak of him. This was his pul­
pit, this his Bible; these walls echo his voice; this 
room is pervaded by his presence. I can almost see 
him-can you not ?-coming in a.t yon door, walk­
ing up that ti.isle, treading these pulpit steps so sol­
emnly, hanging his hat on that knob, (the right 
hand one, not the left,) dosing tlie door of the pul­
pit as he seats himself, and then giving himself to 
brief meditation. 

At such a time as this, the heart prizes the recol­
lection of the little peculiarities which marked the 
object of its affection.-And thus in picturing him 
to ourselves in the pulpit, we lol"e to think of such 
things as these, the frequent wrinkling of his fore­
head, his occasional rising on his toes, his opening 
his eyes for a moment, and at regular intervals, in 
proyer.-,v e all remember the form in which his 
sermons were ca.st,-of the doctrinal and the practi­
cal part, and the habitnal performances with watch 
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ai spectacles and handkerchie( which separated 
the two pets in the delivery.-We call to mind 
certam peculiarities of ~~; • partieularly the 
pron'UllCiatioll tiolef we for t'ltaef.-e, the substitution 
of.,.. and 1lliie1 :fur tMt in bis reading, as also the 
8llb&titation of aiall for 1"ilZ, in cases where Scottish 
~ bad prevailed against correct ~..fish.-So we 
reeolkct ihe heartmees with which he joined in the 
smgmg, and the readiness and interest with which 
he caught and used our new tunes, notwithsttmding 
his natural pattiality for the older music.-And 
who, that has ever heard his preacbiDg, will forget 
that silvesy voice, so distinct in its articulation, that 
the dull ear of age caught every quavering syllable 
of bis calm utterance, when the vociferations of 
otMrs would give the impression only of a confused 
noise.-.And a.ltbough he could hatdly be called an 
orator, yet we all remember the serious eamestoess 
which marked his speaking. Yes; and there were 
times when this earnestness kindled into eloquenee. 
It has often seemed to me, that I never stood so 
nearly face to face with the GTeat Judge of all, as 
when, sometimes, in the closing of hlsEel'Dlon on a 
summer day, be would turn and look: through theee 
open windows oat upon the churchyard, with its 
great ~,tion of slumbering ~ts, and :re­
ferring to the sceoo, turn again to us, and, with 
romed voice, press the exhortations of bis subject 
by the consideration of death and the life after 

*See Note.&. 
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death. Often, at snch times. I thought the arcban­
gel's tl'tlmp mi,,ab.t the next moment sound, and I 
could not but imagine the pious dead of the church­
yard trooping forth from their graves, and, in robes 
of white, plmning themselves to meet the Lord in 
the air, while I trembled, lest the day of my doom 
mid come. At such times, he W'88 "the old man 
eloquent." He seemed indeed transfigured and in­
spired for a moment,- heavenly meseen.:,oer let 
down into the midst of us, to ply the Dllil?strie.3 of 
God's mercy by the urgencies of the world to come. 

And what a co~oregation was that which here 
listened to his discourse. For a long time, almost 
all Fairfield worshipped in this place. And, e.en 
within my own memory, the Sabbath assembling of 
his congregation, in the summer season, was a sight 
to behold. Recall the scene. Out from Cedarrille 
011 the south, Fairto11 on the north, Sayre's Neck 
and Baek N eek on the west, and even the woods on 
the east, come pouring uncovered wagons and 
great covered carriages, and throngs of people 011 
foot, me11 an.d women and childreu. The gro'\"e of 
oa1cs at the end of the church, and the road in front, 
on both sides of it for a 1011g way, at length are fill­
ed with the vehicles. Those pel'90ns arriving be­
fore the time go-some at once into the church, 
others into the churchyard. others again into the 
grove or dooryard. By and by, but punctual to the 
hour, the pastor is seen slowly approaching. * He 

"See NotPB. 
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leaes his carriage in the grove. He advances up 
the doorymd. his smxuner gown fl.owing in the 
bn!ieze. Bis coming is the signal for the scattered 
muhitude t.o sseemble and en'ter and be seat:ed. And 
soon they come sweeping in, filling the seats below 
md the seats above, and often running over into 
stairn.ys and a.isles.-Aye, this brood gallery was 
crowded then, back to the wall. It contained in­
deed a large proportion of the entire audience, and 
perhaps it was this nearly even division of the as­
sembly which suggested the classification of his 
Waren which the pastor often made in his preaching 
- cbssiiication which I hsve De\"er heard made 
elsewhere or by any one else, and in this case made 
upon what principle or for what purpose I have 
never exactly known, the classification of" all who 
are here present, either below or in the gallery." 

It is not my desire to dissect very closely the 
eha.racter of our departed father and friend. Our 
hearts are full of reverence and esteem for him, and 
we wish to look upon him as our hearts picture him, 
and receive the impression of his eh:u:,acter and life 
as a whole, and in its broad native colors. Yet the 
pietare, as a whole, has its strong features;· and it 
may be well t.o glance at some of the prominent 
points of his chara.ct.er-too of which we cannot 
but th.ink when we think of him at all, and those 
which most of all made him what he was. 

If to any extent I !lbonld traverse the field gone 
over by the gentleman who has preceded me, it still 
may not be usel<>AA; for in the mouth of two or three 
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witne-ses every word shall he established. Good is 
the word. a.~ already intimated. most often u.->ed eon­
ceming him. . And perbap,- his goodness ea bis 
most prominent 1tttribnte. He mt.~ good, if by tbat 
we understand that b-e was remarkably free from 
imperfections of character generally, and po;isessed, 
in remarkable degree and combination. the '\°8.rious 
virtues and irra,ces.----He wa.;, a holy man.-And be 
was good. if by that we nnder.-t:and that be was un­
selii.sh and benevolent. His was a gentle dk-posi­
tion. and an e'\"en course of life spent in dcing good. 
He wished well-be thought well-be spoke well, 
of e'\"ery one possible; and he acted as he felt and 
spoke. This gentleness may not ba'\"e been wholly 
natnral. It was, no doubt, in part acquired. He 
was not without a certain natural quickness of 
temper, and in new of what was mean and '\'\"?'Ong 
he was capable of a ready indignation. But a St. 
John was once a Bo:i.nerges, while it may be said of 
Father Osborn, that his natural temper w:i.s, on the 
whole, singularly amiable, and that all his life long 
he was characterized by eminent gentleness. 

Yet the word 9ood _docs not fully de.-.eribe him. 
The wonl ma, in its primith·e meaning. must he 
added to the word good. He felt his kindred with 
mankind. He was of re:idy and tender and wide 
,y,,apatl&ia. His was not an intense and ru~ 
personality walling him off from his fellow men ; 
but in him humanity prerniled over individuality. 
and he came in contact with others at many point,;. 
He thought that "nothing of human cuw:cni w:L~ 

12 
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forei,,,an to ~" and reckoned as his friends all 
whom be COllld befriend. .And with sueh a. nature. 
stimu1ated and sanctified. he COllld. not but hs'\"'e 
power. Yes; be TIit! good. if he was not great; and 
ifbe had DOt 1Jaito he had gneiality, aDd these two 
a.re perhaps more nearly allied than we commonly 
think. ,A,,, minor traits, suitable to be simply 
mentioned here, were his eourteous~ a.nd cordial­
ity of manners, his &cetious humor, and his general 
and pleasing simplicity-all of which might readily 
be illustrated.* 

His piety was like his genera.I character. Its ex­
ercises were of the calmer sort. His faith was siin­
ple, bis love hearty, bis peace eYer flowing. 

His tieou,gg answered to his religions experience. 
W-rth no manifest exhibition of the Divine sove­
reignty in his eonYersation, such as that seen in the 
case of the Apostle Paul, and with no stormy con­
ilicts of soul, sueh Ill! wrung from that Apostle the 
exclamation, " 0 wret.ched m:m tba.t I am," and 
wrought in him the profoundest sense of bis a~ 
lute and immediate dependence on the grace of God, 
it was 118.tural that Father Osborn should delight to 
dwell on the more general aspects of the diviIK! 
favor. 

His preadaittg addressed the conscienee and the 
heart more fully than the understanding. It made 
statements of the truth rather than analytie exhlbi­
tiom. It was popular rather than profound. He 

* SeeNoteC. 
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commended the simple truths of salvation to ~ery 
man's conscience in the si,,,oht of God. And he 
rung these ~era.in and yet again. until they SOllllded 
loud and long thro~oh the souL 

His patt,ral ~ was WDiliar and comiden­
tial. He will be especially remembered for his 
words of comfort in the house of mouming, and at 
the newly-made grave.* Re renewed his youth 
perpetually by perpetual intercourse with the young. 
And not only was his heart a fresh fount.am for new 
personal sympathies, but he kept pace with the 
moral and religious progress of the age. Early ~ 
canght the missionary spirit. He W"aS the fast friend 
of the Sabbath-school, and rehearsed the story of 
Robert Raikes with an el"er increasing admiration 
for the founder of Sabbath--schools. He stood in the 
~ of the temperance movement; he was an ear1y 
and active supporter of the Bible Society; and he ap­
preciat.ed and urged. as few others in these parts 
have done, the claims and glory of the scheme of 
African colonization. His heart indeed embracea 
el"ery good cause, and his hands were ready for 
every good work. Considering his extreme ~<Pt?, 

and the calmness of his natural disposition, and the 
comparative seclusion of his position, this spirit of 
moral and religious enterprise, was, in my opinion, 
as remarkable in the venerable pastor as anything 
"W'e can say of him. 

The heroic element did not largely enter into his 

* See Note D. 
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character, and his leading a soldier's life for even 
eight months, may seem an incongruity. Yet. 
while, no doubt, he well fulfilled his du~ as a sol­
dier, and would ha'\'"e done so in any dse. it W:1.$ 

providentially so ordered, that he was never called 
upon, though often in near prospect of battle, and 
for a long time dwelling amidst the hostile mOTe­
ments of great armies, and almost witnessing terrifi.~ 
engagements of portions of them-he '\'\'"8S never call­
ed upon to face the enemy or fire a _gun. It may 
seem amusing to sum np a soldier's history in the 
st:it.ement, that he was ne\"er in a battle, but '\\"':IS in 
a retreat: yet it was something to haYe been in the 
Retreat of the Ten Thous:ind Greeks, and so it was 
something to haT"e been in the retreat across New 
Jersey, in the dark days of seventy-six. He was 
called to endure as a soldier, if not to fight. The 
virtue exerdsed is none the less valuable, if it be not 
so brilliant; its exercise was, perhaps. more in accord­
ance with his general character; and, in new of his 
after history, bis negati'\""e career as :i soldier is not 
to he regretted. We a.re glad that the necessity 
mis ne'\""er laid upon him who lo"'ed so well his 
every fellow man, and whose life was to he occupied 
in holy and merciful mink"tries to men, to mingle 
in the infuriate and deadly strife of battle. 

It is the Prondence of God which assigns to in­
di'\""iduals as well as nations the bounds of their 
habitation ; and we cannot but· admire the WU!dom 
and goodness which appointed to Father Osborn his 
residence in Fairfield. How admirably was be 
adapted to his position. 
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Co~cut-bom himse~ be fonnd here a people 
largely of New England and Connecticut o¾ain, and 
a people eminently Puritan in their manners. He 
was not a prophet in bis own country, t.o tail of any 
proper honor; and yet be was a prophet in his own 
conntry, to perceive at once the ways and wants of 
the people, .m.d to know how to apply himself to bis 
work among them. He bad not violently t.o deny 
himself the ha.bits of his early training, but ;ia,ppily 
to presen-e and perpetuat,e them.-And th1?n, this 
peninsular position, retired from the great thorough­
fares of business and tra'\"el-tbis nook of eddying 
waters, aside from the great rushing tide-bow well 
it met bis quiet di!!p<>Sition, how much it contribu­
ted to his C\"en colll'!"e of life,-nay, how materially 
it contnouted under God to the wonderful lengthen­
ing of his life and the consequent significance ofbis 
life's work. 

Old a,,.a-e is not the fruit of the hot excitements 
and intense living of the crowded city. It is the 
genial suns of many days and the gentle dews of 
many nights that bring on the ~est to its richest 
ripening.-! have seen the graves of three men side 
by side-successive pastors of the same church, 
whose united pastorates swelled to the period of one 
hundred and iifty years; but it was a country church­
yard in which they lay, and it was a peninsular re­
gion in which they had lived,-a region secluded 
and quiet beyond even this.-In these days of the 
almost uni"'crsal restlessness of men, in these days 
of perpetual movements and migrations, when the 

12* 
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attractions of native soil and home and friends dL~ 
solve before the p~-pect of new lands and El Do­
r:i.dos, :ind when the pastoral tie is readily sundered, 
and great bodies of ministers are alw:iys to be found 
in past.oral transit on the high roads of traYel; it is 
well and de1¼,.-rhtful here and there to see an eum­
ple of the permanency of home, and of the peculiar 
and happy results of a life-long ministry.-W e bless 
God, this day, that to such a place as this, he sent 
such a man as him whom we mourn., and that he 
permitted. him here to exercise his CYer-gromng 
ministry upon children's children, and live out his 
honored days. 

It is no man-el, that God ordered it that he should 
liYe to such an e).."treme a.,..-.e. No; painful as it may 
be to witness the decay of the powers of the a.,.c,ed, 
and burdensome from its· multiplied infirmities as 
old age may often be to itself and to others, I do not 
wonder that God here and there preserres a man 
to extreme old age. If it be not needful for such 
an one himselt; it is desirable for others. If God 
have nothing more for him to do, it is much for 
such an one to stand in the midst of us as a simple 
witness for the Pa.st. For not only do we dissolve 
our connections with things around us--with soil 
and home and lh-ing friends, but much more are 
we disposed to cut our,;elves off from the Past-to 
lose the knowledge of its events, the memory of its 
people, the sen,ie of our obligations to it, and the 
whole impression of its sacredness. NOW to have a 
representative of the Past among us, a lh-ing tradi-
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tion before our eyes. one whose life rooted in a re­
mote generation blossoms and bears fruit in the 
prcsent.,-is it not of-manifest and essential semee? 
-These a,,,"'Cd ones,-they are the O'\"erlapping mem­
bers which tie the separate parts of the rising 
fubrie; they :rlford the needed splicing for the joints 
of the loose construction; by them the life of the 
race :finds continuous :fl.ow through its suecessi'\"e 
generations. · 

And well may we bless God t<Hlay, that he per­
mitted our departed father to li'\"e so long, after his 
life's work seemed to ha'\"e been :finished. He was 
with us, not only to afi'ord a bond of union among 
oursel'\"es, by his personal in:fl.uenee as was Joshua 
of old amidst the newly scattered tribes of Israel, 
but he was with us also, as Joshua w-as with hi,; bre­
thren, to testify of the past, to remind us of our an­
~'try and ancestral obligations. and to teach us 
to adore God's wonders of old which our fathers 
saw. 

Yet he, too, must die. The stroke long delayed 
must at length come. He had survi'\"ed so many 
people, he had buried so many who were so much 
younger than. himself, and the hand of time rested 
so gently upon him. that, aged as he was, we did not 
think much _of hia dying. But of each of the ante­
dilunan patriarchs "\\·hose name has come down to 
us, whose life numbered almost its thousand years 
-it is still written-" and he died." "'The fathers 
where are they, and the prophets do they live for-. 
ever?'' 



149 U:V. D. :ama's ADDU:SS. 

.And what a death was that of our past.or! So 
long a fife; r1lDlling so even a course, we should 
have snppoeed, would end, amidst the deeays of 
age, in a gentle and peaceful slumber. We ~<Pbt 
well have antacipated a calm 8SSl1l'llilee, a steadfast 
faith, and a happy hope, fully StlStaining him to the 
end; yet beyond this, in the matter of religions ex­
perienees, we should ba'°e expected little. But how 
duferent the fact! How much beyond this the 
reality! What raptures of joy and what seraphic 
devotions kindled about bis depa.rttn"e, bow for days 
1M! smig the music of heaven and walked all on the 
borders of glory, tAey have told, who so fondly and 
faithfully watched with him, and Ae has recorded, 
who occupies so worthily the old pastor's place. 

His coo.ntenance seemed.tn.nsfigured, and his ~ 
mg was almost a translation. We feel, in bearing 
the faithful narrative of bis death, thst had we been 
permitted, we sbow.d have watched for bis depar­
ture, ready to cry, "'My father, my father, the cha­
:riot of Israel and the horsemen thereof," and to 
catch his falling mantle. 

His triumphant death W38 due under God, proba­
bly, to two causes. He bad jnst been .receiving the 
fa1iillment of bis nnwearied and earnest prayers for 
a revival of religion in this region of. the church. 
A btessed tide of spiritual influences had set in upon 
Fairfield, as upon many other portions of the coun­
try, and, in the abundant watering, scores, and even 
hundreds, were inquiring after the Saviour or rejoic­
ing in the hope of salvation. The cup of bis bless-
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ing was now fnlL It was his to say exultingly with 
the ~..-eel and holy Simeon, "Lord, now Jett.est thou 
thy sen-ant depart in pc:iee, for mine eyes ha'\"e seen 
thy salvation." Moreo'\"er, he was called to undergo 
great bodily strlfering. He who for fourscore years 
hardly knew the meaning of pain, in his last days 
endured its sharp conflicts and long agonies. His 
mortal frame was wrecked at last, when just 1.1.bont 
to enter a quiet harbor. His declining sun, just 
ready to set, pa..-;sed behind a storm-cloud hanging 
low on the horizon. A,,,~ as he was, he yet did 
not die from old age, but from acute disease, such 
as may at any time O'\"ertake you and me, and before 
which we might fall: Now apart from such expe­
rience of suffering, probably his spiritual exercises 
would have been of a more quiet sort. His end 
would have been pen.re, yet not triumph. But under 
these strokes of God's h:ind his spirit mounted 
higher and higher. In his infirmity the power of 
Christ rested on him. From the conflict he issued 
a conqueror. Palms and robes of white were already 
his, as one coming out of great tribulation. 

We cannot now wish that his death had been 
longer delayed. Long time God kept him from his 
home and crown, that he might still be with us. 
The friends of his youth, and manhood's prime, and 
even of his great old age, had passed into the bless­
ed =sions in n<i"rnnee of him. The attractions of 
heaven had !!<> multiplied before him and brighten­
ed upon him, his exile of earth and of ~"C must 
have been weary. Yet still God had said to him-
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"A little longer: Stay the aspiring hope: Beat- the 
weariness and the exile: Abide still in the :llesh." 
Ah! it wu because this was more needful for us. 
'Bat now, through a glorious death ·he bas entered 
imopeace: he has joined the companions from woom 
he had been long parted: he mingles 1lith the gen­
eral assembly and church of the :first born: he looks 
on the face of the Lamb, and rests in the bosom of 
God. We bless God that he wss so long with us, 
bat we cannot mourn that his death was not longer 
delayed. 

Almost a tnmslation may have been his depar­
ture, yet not quite. His bones are with us. We 
ban reverently laid them t.o ~ In this ehmch­
yazd, filled with those t.o whom in their lives he 
:mimstered and woom in death he buried, all that 
wu mortal of him reposes. Yet, if God has not 
trwlated mm, as Elijah, but called him t.o die, and 
if God bas not buried him in a secret place, as 
Moees, bat given us his grave t.o have in the midst 
of us; we would not abuse the privileg2 thus grant­
ed us t.o any vain or idolatrous purpose, but even 
while honoring him with suitable monuments and 
memorials, would still look a.way to his God and 
oars. 

It is well, as already said, that we have ra.il!ed this 
dsy, this beautiful monumental stone. He deserved 
such a t.oken of our respect; and there let it st.and 
to hooor the worthy dead. But more than this, we 
needed t.o raise this monumental stone for the sake 
of oume:hea; for his worthy life was especially em-
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ployed in ministering to 1JS of God's great~ for 
our et.ernal blessing, and herein bad for us its 8¼,crni­
fi.cance. There, then, let ~ monument stand, to 
testify our gratitude to God for sueh a friend a.ud 
pastor. There let it stand, to remind us of all his 
prayers a.ud labors, in which he sou.,obt our salvation. 
And there let it stand, to in.m us of the solel!mities 
of the jud,,,ament, 'lll"ben all this life of p:rivilege shall 
come in strict renew. 

And as often as we come from the places of our 
distant sojourning, to stand by the pastor's gra.e 
a.ud read the inscriptions on this monument, or as 
often as in our daily familiar goings about this scene, 
'lll"e catch glimpses of its shining from a&.r, let us 
ca1l to mmd the responsible Past and the retn"butive 
Future, and ponder it 'lll"ell that as be once stood in 
the midst of us a pleading witness for God, and as 
his monument here presides conspicuoas over the 
tablets of the surrounding dead, so, in the great day, 
'lll"hen the graves shall have given up their dead, and 
we all have appeared before the great wbit.e throne, 
he will again stand in the midst of us, a foremost 
witness in the great matter which shall decid4' our 
destiny; and let us strive evermore to be found then 
among those upon whom he shall smilingly look as 
they flock to his side, and of whom be shall say in 
joyful gratitude, '" Here, Lord, are the children 
whom thou bast given me." 
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