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BELVIDERE, MAllOII 4, 1884. 
llev. lVtn. A. Ilolliday: 

DEAR 81R-'r he Elders of the 
Church, of which you are pastor, held an inforrual rneeting 
this eveuing and nnanin1~)l1sly agreed to request a copy of 
yonr exceedingly intere~tiug hhtory of our Church, de
liv(•red last Sabbath~ for pnblieatinn. ,v e trust yon will 
furnish it so WP. can have it pnhlished ut an early day. 

Trnly yours, 
J. G. SIIIPMAN, 
S. SIIERREltD, 
JOSIAH l~.ETCIIAM, 
A. B. SEARLES, 
A. lVIcOAMMON. 

--(t))-
.JJeaJ> .B'l'etlu·en of the Sess_ion: 

The nutnnsc1·ipt of the f-listorical l)iseonrsc to which 
.Y\)Ur comn1nni<.~ation refers I <~heerfnlly place herewith at 

. your disposal. 
,Vith cordial regard yours, 

,vM. A. IIOLLillA 1'.r. 
Belvidere, l\tL-1.rch 7th, 1884. 
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To the First Presbyterian Chnroh of Belvidere, N. J., 
By the Seventh Pastor, 

WILLIAM A. HOLLIDAY. 
Maroh 2, 1884. 

Is. 46:9. Remember the former things. 
The forrner things yield instruction and rninister to 

profit. l 11 ordP-r to ~ain good from the1n, in order so to 
have t hern in tnind a1::> profitably to rc1nem ber thern1 it is 
necessary for tho~e of a later day to inquire \joncerning 
the1n. The valne of history resides in its conveying to us 
the facts of fo1·rner tin1es. 
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I have been induc~ed to attetnpt H historical sketch of 
this church becanse, for one thing, I have been asked to 
do so. Onr Presbytery feels the i1npo1·tnncc of seen ring 
historical material relntino· to its chnrehrs while this is ex-

~ 

txnt. A. corntnittee h~s the ,York ~n charge; and that 
comtnittee has applied to inc to write the history of this 
congregation. • Another reason is tl"1e faet that the present 
is the fiftieth year sin,~e the organization of the church, 
which natnrally suggests so1ne survey of the past. 

This beautiful region, the rnost northerly nud we~terl_y 
of onr State, oncl· e1nhraecd within the tt·rritory of the 
Delaware Indians, was settled as it appears independently 
in the 111ain of the oc~npation by the whitL~s of the eonnt ry 
east of the Morri::; 1nountains and contignoni, tu the city 
and l~arbor of New York. Two stren1ns ... uf_ popula_tion 
·here -met and 1ninglcd. One ,vas fron1 the nt.>rth \~~ird. l t 
c.otnprised the Dutch and 1-Ingnenot . tide which flowed -~ 
fro1n the Hndsou (at Esopus) ncross- to the- Delaware and 
thence . sonthwnrc'i. It con1prised alsn n. New En~land 
elen1ent ,vhid1 moved over the bc)rder frorn N (:;\V York, 
ha,·ing previously (.;Otne to Orange County by way of Long 
Island. The other strean1 was trorn the South. lt alsu 
included n:{en of div~rsc nationalities. There were a good 

. "· 
rnany Gerrnairn. There were tnore ·of that st(lck known 
HS Scotch-Irish ,1.nd of Scotch. There was here too nnothet· 
branch of that Ne,v Englnnd 1nigratiou 1,y wny of Long 
Island, urri ving in this inManCl' clirently fi·_o1n I-Inn tei-d11n 
County.· · · \\Tlri.le in one locality one, ahd in another another 
clen1ent wonld predorninate, and while in sutne places dis
tinctio11s were perpetnntt)d lon~er than elsewhere, still 
with thejr difl'e1·enees these varions strain~ had so 1nueh iu 
co1ntnon thnt they soon hogan to blend ; and it is only hy 
snrvi val of fn1nily 1ut.n:es \)l' hy hi·$t.orie record that we 
know the original sonrees of the 110\v hor.nogeneon8 po1J n
lation of Sussex and \V nrre11 Uonnties. 

The tract of land on which Belvidere ~tands was bonght 
fro1n the Indians by Penn. That portion north of the 
Peqncst was acq nired ahont 1770 hy oiL,jor RuL_ert ll@ops. 
';that son th passed to Robert ~!orris; fro1n l!i't11 to tho 
Croxalls; and fr01n thetn tu the ,y alls. J u~t pt~ior to the 



end of the first quarter of this <~entnry, there ,vere se,ieral 
stores here, a saw n1ill, and a grist 1nill. Cousiderable 
was done in the ,vay of freighting on the river 1n what 
were known ('.1s Durham boats.. Bnt the place ,vas bnt a 
ha1nlet. Squire Scarles is an,hority for the state1nent that 
-in 1820 there were but t\veuty-eight houses here; of ,vhich 
only ubont a tinarte1· ,vere on this side the m·eek. "\Vhat 
aec~clerated and stiinulated the growth of the place was 
not a natnral cm use, snch Hs the in1prove111ent · of its fine 

wate1· po,ver, bnt a poliric:tl. It Wai?, in 1824 that by act 
of the Logislatnrc the County of \Vnrren was set off fr.Jin 
Sussex. The qnestion of the location of the Uounty seat 
wns snb1n1ttet1 to the citizens of fhe eonnty nt a11 election 
held in April 1825; and Belvidere was successful, having 
a 111:-1jol'ity vote over Ilope~ '\Vashington, .Oxford Fnrnace, 
II~wkJJttstown, Bridgeville and 011e other proposed 1::iite. 
The selection of Belvidere was deternnned probably hy 
the ofi'er of Garret J ). \Vall to give gronnd for the public 
buildings and a pnhlic square, and to ~ive a thousand 
dollars townrd the buildings. \Vith the fixing· of the 
Uunuty seat here t1w vil1nge hPgan to en1nrge. Atnong 
·the natnes added to the reside11ts shortly are those of 
She1Te1·d, J\:Iorri~, Wan1er, l{e11nedy, Clark, ,Johnston, 
Stcwnrt n11cl othc•rs. Those of I{obeson, Maxwell, anJ 
others eo1ne 1nter. 

Those who s•3ttle~l this region, like the settlers of our 
conntry in gP11e.1·al, were re,igious pe~>ple. They were 
uot only relig-ions but Protestant, and not. ouly Prote3tnnt 
~>ut hu·gel.r Presbyterian. The Sc~ot~h and Seuteh-Irish 
stoek, the ono of greate~t inflnc11ee, was espe<·ially strong 
in the lower lrnlf 11£ ,vhat is uow the· Couuty of \Varren. 
IIer0 eongregat i<:)ns were early gathered. They were 

. cared for by the Pre~hytPl',Y of N cw BJ't1t1.swic~k. The 
carlie~t record goes back to 1789. h TIH re ea1ne before 
the Pl'esbytel'y," say its ~li11t1tP~, "a Dnpplicntio1i for 
supplies of pren<·hi11g in ~Ir. Barher's neighborhood near 
MuscoHneknnk." Later 1nent1011 is nw.1 1e of~, l\:lr. (}reen's" 
(ne~µ;hhorhood). Then the plaees denoted co1ne to be 
known us l\i[ansfie1d \Voodhonsc.~ (now ,vnshingto11}.1 Lower 
Greenwic~h (now si1nply Greenwich), and upper Green-



.. 4 
--------·- --- . ·-------- -----··· ---·-------------·--·-----

wich,. or Greenwich on the Dela,vare, or Axford's, or· Ox-
ford's. This latter, the present Oxford or old Oxford 
church, etnbracl'd in its territory all this neighborhood. 
The recollections of a nun1her still living include attend
atwe upon services at Oxford when it wns the only church 
in the vicinity. I)own to the close of the first third of 
this century the Presbyterians of Belvidere in particular 
worshiped at ()xforJ and belonged there. 

Fron1 the ~in1e that Belvi_dere was 1uade the county seat 
caitses were H,t work that u1ul?it effeet a change. As ,ve 
have seen, it hecan1e a larger and n1ore important place, 
n1ore of a centre. Eveu then, though not so lar~ely as 
in our day of railroads, life, bn~iness_, sc!cial, and religious 
as well, tended to concentration. 1.'he Presbyterians who 
catne in here had no a:1cestral attadunent to Oxford. 
The.r saw that here ,\·as a point ,,?hich bade fair to beeome 
important, ,vhich onght to he occupied. There ·was here 
legitiinate work for a church and for a Presbyterian 
churc!1. Oxf"urd conld not do it. All experience 
shows that the people of a village or town ,vill not go in· 
any large nu1uher, or for auy length of ti1ne, to a place of 
,vorship outside their own borders or at nn inconvenient 
re1nove. \Ve 1ua_y lament .the effect of this so1netiines in 
the \\"eakening of an olrl and historic chnrch ; but ,vise 
men do not struO"(rle ao-ainst currents they cannot reverse. 

~r, 0 •· 

Ohnrches exist fo, people, ancl not people for churches, 
and the chnrche::, 1nust be p)anted where the people are. 

The incipient working ot these thing~ :ippeared first in 
the estahlish1n2ut of a regnlar preaching serviee in Belvi
dere. 1 n 1826 at a tirne when the ()xford congregation 
,vas ,vithq11t a stated tniuistry a Mr. Ashbridge who, ,vas 
ju~t throuµ;h hi~ theological studies ut Princeton, catne 
aud spt!nt several ·week8 ,vith it. An1id other labors he 
preached a nnmher of titnes in Belvidere and vh,ited every 
fau1ily in the pla<·e. The 1neetings gathered itt a roorn in 
the Oroxall uutnsion which had hcen designed as a ball
room. rfhenceforward this servi,;c WHS 1nainta1ned, Sab
bath afternoon or evening, us part ot the duty of the ()x

ford minister. A little later it was held in the Court 
!louse. A1nung those upon wl1on1 as ~upplies of the Ox-
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ford church it fell to conduct it fur a time. was Sylvester 
Graha1n, afterward known as a lectnrer on health and 
te1nperanee, an advocate of the vegetarian diet, and giver 
of his nan1e tu unbolted or coarsely bolted flour. 

In. this sa1ne period fulls the institution of a Sabhath 
sehool aud a prayer 1neeting hy the Presbyterians of the 
village. A longei· stride- in the san1e direction was when it 
was-deter1nined to bnild a house of ,vorship. J anna1·y 16th, 
1830, a n1eeting, representing 1nore than thirty families, 
,vas held, at ,vhich steps ,vere taken to £orin a corporation ; 
and seven trn~tecs were chosen. The corporate name was 
"The Presbyterian Church n.t Belvidere." .E'our ofters of 
ground were 1nade. Th it of David Carlile, representing· 
as it appears the Wnll interest, of two lots on the west side 
of the public square, ,vas nceepted. The deed _executed · 
J"nly 18, 1831, conbtins as consideration the snm of $500. · 
Bnilding began in 1881 (.J uiy), nnd ,vork ,vent on till 
co1npletion, late in 1834. 

The building, fatniliar to tnany of you as your place of· 
,vorship in ca:rlier years, has Leen described to me as npcn . 
the site where ,ve now are. It ,vas not quite so wide, 
nnd not so deep by perhaps a <-1nartcr as thi-3 structure. 
It was of stune, broad-pointed and brushed so that it had 
n whitewashed look. A square fra1ne to,ver, not con1-
pleted till 1840, rose. fro1n the centre front. · A higher 
flight of steps tha.n the.: present ones led to a single door 
in the 1ni<ldle. There were two ,vindo,vs in the front;· 
nnd at each eorner ,vere dooi-s or entrance to a basement, 
the rear·· pnrt of ·which only wns for some years fi111shelf 
for use and etnpluyed not only for chnrch purposes but 
also for a school during the ,vcek. Th~ one ruain ooor i;ntrci .. 
dnced to a two story lobby. Two doors opened thence into 
the andjence ruotn. It had, 1 think, four lllng, pointed
topped windows on a side. A gallery ran ar-ound three 
sides, nnd the pnlpit ,vns between the door!-3. A solid 
central double block of pews faccJ the pnlpit. The side· 
pews ran to the wall; and in each of the t'wo 1 ows ,vere 
t,vo large square pews, one at the front and the other half 
,vay down the row. The house ,vas heated by stoves; 
and the long horizon~al -pipes ,verc provided ,vith tr<?.ughs 
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beneath to catch any drip fro1n the chimneys. The total 
cost was in the neighborhood of $7,000. On completion 
a debt of $1,200 remained. 

The church was organized N oven1ber 25th, 1834. The 
Session met for the first time December 11, '34. The 
minutes of that 111eeting, the first in that small, ueat and 
clear ha11d in which for nearly forty years the records 
were wr!tten, fully recount the events of a few days before. 
I cannot do better than transfer: "On Tuesday, the 25th 
day of-November, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred aud thirty-four, the Presbytery of Newton 
met in the Presbyterian Church in Belvidere. The 
Preshytery had adjourned to meet in this place at 
the request of a nurnber of the 1nembers of the 
Oxford Presbyterian Church residing in Belvidere who, 
desired to be organized into a church t:o be called 
" The Bel videi·e l>rcshyterian Church." At a meet_ 
ing of the persous ubovo rererred to on the second day 
of October '34: John l{. Sherrerd was appointed a co1n-

1nissioner to prefer the said l"<''-J.Uest to Presbytery, which 
he did at their stated rneeting on the first Ttiesday of Oc
tober at Greenwich. In accordance ,vith this request the 
.Presbytery rnet at Belvidere,* and im!I1ediately upon con
stituting proceedt:d to the organization of the chnrch 
The moderator of the .Presbytery, Rev. Isaac N. Candee, 
Rev. George Junkin, D. D., and Rev. John Gray, were 
appointed by Presbytery to conduct the organization, 
which they did by receiving upon certificate of dismission 
from the J>resbyterian Church of Oxford the following 
named persons with their baptized children, to wit : 
George R. King, W 1llhin1 C. Morris, Chapmnn Warner 
and John M. Sherrerd, Ruling Elders in the Oxford Pres
byterian Church; and the following named private 1nem
bers of said church, to wit: John Kinney, Jr., Mrs. Re
becca U.u·lile Kjnney, George Green, }Irs. Sally Ann 
Green, ~Iiss Eliza heth 0. Green, Jt{ra. Sarah Sherrerd, 
Mrs. }!aria M. Morris, }if rs. Phebe II. King, James G. 
Moore, Alexander N. Easton, Mrs. Mary C. Easton, Mrs. 
EuphemiH \V. Miller, Mrs. Elizabeth Paul, Mrs. Catharine 

• Rev. Mr. Gray preached; Mr. Candee presided as last moderator present. 
Fourteen ministers and slx elders were in attendance. 
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Matthews, Mrs. Mar~aret Bartow, Neal Gallagher, Mrs. 
Mary Ann Gallagher, John J. Guerin, Mrs. Elizabeth C. 
Guerin, George W. Scranton, Miss Ellen Angle, Mrs. 
Lena Johnston, Miss Louisa H. Bradley, Mrs. Margaret 
Wilson, Amzi A. Beach, Mrs. Martha W. Beach, Mrs. 
Hannah Hull, Bennington F. Randolph, Mrs. Rachel 
Camp, .Mrs. Catharine .Beaver8, Mrs. Priscilla C. Kennedy, 
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Rn.ndolph, Mrs. Mary Mixsell, Mrs. 
Ann Inness, Mrs. Sidney McCrea, Peter Snyder, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Snyder, Mrs. Mary Fisher, Mrs. .Mehetabel 
Laning, Samuel R. Laning, Aaron C .. Hoff, Peggy Fell; 
and by certificate of dismission fron1 the Easton· Presby
terian Ohurch Mrs. Mary Jane Abe1~nethy .• 

The communicants thus recei vcd having nominated and 
unanitnonsly elected George R. King, \Villiazn C. Morris, 
Chapman Warner and John M. Sherrerd late Ruling 
Elders in the Oxford Presbyterian Church · to be Ruling 
Elders in this church, and they having signified their ac
ceptance of the offi.ueJ they were installed by the moderator 

uf Presbytery Ruling Elders in the Belvidere Presby-_ 
terian Church." 

1'he write1· of this 1ninute, the prin1P. mover and leading 
spirit in the ,vhole movement, \Vas John Maxwell Sher
rerd. Of Scotch-Irish descent, he was born September 6, 
1794, in Mansfield in this county. He graduated frotn 
Princeton College in 1812, studied law ,vith Hon. George 
.Maxwell and afterwards with· Hon. Charles 14.:wing; and 
in 1818 returned· to Mansfield tt) practice. He was ap
pointed fit·st Surrogate of thP. new county, and moved 
over to Belvidere·in 1826.-- Cheerful and genial, he was 
diligent in business, ferv.ent in spirit, ser,ring the Lord. 
]le had tnade an early confession of Christ, probably in 
Trenton about 1816; and was ordained elder in Oxford 
church in 1830. He had a profound devotion to and en
lightened interest in the cause of Christ not on1y here but 
throughout the world. He was the real founder of this 
church; and it owes under God 1nore to hin1 than to auy 
other man. 

It is said that the very first Sn bbath after Mr. ~herrerd 
lt or these persons but two are now known to be 11v1ng. 
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had taken up his residence here, his spirit was stirred ,vith-
i n hhn by the abounding Sabbath , desecration which he 
saw. Oxford church was then without regnlar services 
and had been sinee Itev. Leun1el F. Leake had lnft there 
the Fnll before. Mr. S. ,vrote at once to Dr. A. ~-lex
ander of Princeton, and procured the coining of Mr. ARh
bridge. The services or Mr. Ashbriclge in Belvidere were 
held ir1 Mr. Sherrerd~s house. In the 1naintenance of 
preaching here, in keeping up the prayer 1neeting .. in Snn
day school work Mr. S. tvok the lead. So he did iu build
ing the house of ,vorship. 1'he fore1nost elder, clerk of 
Session, superintendent of the Sabbath school, he is the 
1nain hn1nau factor in the afi',iirs of this chnrc~h for forty 
years. 

On the s::1.1ne day in whid1 the chnrch '\\ .. as organized the 
Rev .. Isaac N. Uandee was install~~d pastor of it. The 
first pastor of this church ,vns born at Gal way, Snra.toga 
countv New York October 30 1801. Ile oTaduated 

.,, . ' ' t, 

f1!oru Union College in 1825, nnd fronr Princeton Sen1-
inary_ in_ 1828. Ile ,vas licensed to preach by the Presby
tery of Albany, June 4, 1828, n.nd ordained hy the Presby
t~ry of Newton as an evan~ehst, ~lay 12, 1829. As snpply 
of Oxford church he preached in Belvidere from that titne 
o~lce a Saboa~h until his entire service was engaged ns 
pastor here. Mr. 0. lived firot on Water st..·eet, next door 
above Di Lts' corner ; then on ~Iarket street ct rner acrnss 
fr_om R. D. '\Vilson's; and latterly in n honse on _the site 
of the present residence nf W. S. \-Vhite. lle condn,~teJ 
a-c1as8ical sehool a ~ood part of his residence in the place. 
Prior to co1niug here he had 1narried lli.;s Sha.fer, uf 
Still water ; losing her. while here, he u1ut·ried Mi::;s 
E.lizabeth C. Green. After leaving Belvidere 1Ir. C. 
,vent to- Ohio as ao•ent in tho work of onr Uhurch. . n 

Ile was snbseqnentl y pastor at in1portant -points in 
Indiana u11tl llli:iois, and did other useful labor. 
1Jr. Candee, as he had beco1ne, ocen.~ioun.lly vh:.ited 1uy 
fathcr,s house in Indianapolis. I re1ncn1be1· distinctly 
seeing hi1n there in 1859. ~.iy renolleeti0n is that he then 
,v~re glasses, had hair quite gray, a florid an<l ·open coun
tenance (his face ,vas of course smoothly shaven 111 those. 



days), a strong and cheerf11l voi0e, a facetious 1nanner, ;.ind 
a pleasant laugh which was often heard. It is said of 
hirn : " He ¥.ras a n1ost genial . and attractive con1panion, 
a n1an of sweet ternper and ,varm ernotions, and through 
Jiis ·whole rninisterial life an earnet-lt and faithful laborer 
in the cause of Christ. He died in the lively exercise of 
Christian hope and joy not,vithstanding his great physical 
sufferings.''*· Dr. O.'s death oc~urred June 19, 1874, at 
Peoria, Illinois. He used to look back to his Belvidere 
pastorate as the happiest period in his life.t · 

As with a child, the circnrustances of its birth and early 
years have mnch to clo with the after character and history 
of !1 chnrch. They give the spirit and direetion. If in 
the beginnings there are the n1inglings of wrong motives 
and the fleshly lusts, this is bound to appettr. · The leprosy 
in the ,vall will come out. But ,vhcre the vine is really ot 
the Lprd's _planting. '' Destroy it Bot, for a blessing is in 
it." The spirit and way in which the founders of this 
church ,vent about their work are canse for devout grati
tude on our part. ~o the first pastorate, though devoid 
of startling incident, we niay go back \vitb lively satisfac
tion. 

At the_ very first business meeting the Session considered 
and_ adopted a plan of Syste1natic Beneficence. The elder 
who devoted one-tenth of his illeo1ne to the Lord thought 
that provision should be made by ,vhich all iu the con
gregation uught have part in the privilege and dllty of 
giving to support and extend the l{ingdorn of Christ, and 
the other 1nembers of Session ,vere of like 1nind. The 
subject had not then received the attention it has since; 
its in1portance was not so generally recognized as now; 
and principles ·of operntion not so well settled. The ac
tion entitles this church to claim a rare and 111-ost honor
able distinetion arnong: the churches of the land. It set, 
moreover, the standard iu this chnreh itself; and fro1n 
that day to this the grace of giving is a part of gospel 
instruction that has been faithfully taught from this pulpit. 
1,he scherne originally adopted was in force here about 

• Necl'Ology o! Princeton Seminary for 1875. 
+ Correspondence ot " Calvin " ln Ph1ladelphla PRESBYTERIAN, 1874. 
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forty years, until superseded by a better. In the report 
to Presbytery (made April, 1835,) covering the few months 
since the- <Jrganiz~tion the Session informs that benevo
lent fnud8 have beeu rai::;ed· to the amount of som-e $330. 
For the six years of Mr. Candee's pastorate the total was 

a.bout $2,900 ; or nearly $500 a year. The regular con
g1·egatio11al expenditures for the same period. were prob
alJly uot far fron1 $3,500. 

A week later in thi8 sa1ue foundation-laying titne it was 
resolved that the children of the congregation should be 
publicly exa1u; ned in the Shorter Ca.techis,a on the .first 
Sunday of J auuary following. The Catechism has con
tinued to Le studied and exaininations on it- to be had 
f~·om that day to this. This original · ena~trnent is highly 
siguiticaut to those who are acquainted with the agitations
of the time. Those were dn.ys ,vhen a. rampa1it revivalism 
went hand iu hu.nd with attacks upon the old doctrines of 

t_h~ Ohurch and with undervaluation of syste1natic t~aining 
in religious truth. They . were days of ~-' the New _Meas
u_res. '' The rneu who founded and gave ,jharac.ter ~o this 
church believed in revivals, in heaven-sent works. of grace. 
But in their view· truth is in order to holiness, and to· the
coveuant training is attached the covenant blessing •. They 
rl•garded the Catechisrn not as a fetish, but as "an exceL 
lent sum1nary '' of the teaching of Scripture respe<~ting 
'·what u1an is to belie,·e concerning God .and what duty 

God reqniJ·es of n1a.n.'' It need not surprise ns that while 
this chnr•;h has enjoyed seasons of refreshing and rejoiced 
in large ingathering8, still the law of its growth has been 
that additions to it by confession have been constant and 
freqneut rather thau large, and have cotne in gre.at part 
frotn th~ Sabbath lchool. The season of greatest interest 
while Mr. Candee was here was in the early part of 1840. 
The total untnber received on examination during his pas
torate was twenty-four; by letter twenty. The entire 
uum~Jer of co1nn1unicauts at the end of that pastorate ,vas 
seven ty-ninc. 

In the Spring of 1840 Mr. Candee accepted an appoint
ment as agent for our Board of Foreign Missions in the 
Weist. His. pastoral relation was dissolved A.pril 29,_ and 
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he moved hence to Columbus, Ohio, and began those la
bors in the West of which note has already been made. 

In view of the assured re1noval of Mr. Candee steps 
had been taken to secure a successor to hitn. At the con
gregational meeting at which it was voted tq unite 
with hirn in his application for release a committee was 
appointed to visit a neighboring 1ninister and confer with 
him to learn if he ,vould ·be \\yilling to entel'tain a call 
fro1n this church... After some negotiation an understand
ing \Vas reached. On the very day that Presbytery re
le:-tsed Mr. Candee and during a receBs of that body, the 
congregation by previous arrangernent held a meeting, pre
sided over by Mr. Candee, and made out a µnanimous call. 
Presbytery the next day resumed its session, put the call 
iuto the.hands of the minister chosen, and upon his formal 
a-cceptanee proceed to instali him. Rev.Geo. Junkin, D.D., 
presided ; Rev. Richard Webster preached ; and Mr. 
Candee gave the charge to the people. The precedent of an 
avoidance of long vac~ncies was thus set in this congrega
tion, and has never been depa1·te<l from. 

The second pastorate thus begun was that of. Rev. 
James Clark .. · He was born in Philadelphia., March 9, 
1813, took his academic course at the University of Penn
sylv·-inia graduating irt 1830. ·· He graduated from Prince
ton Semin·iry in 183H, was oraained by the Presbytery of 
Ne"' Brunswick Novefnber 8, 1837, was pastor of the 
Tennent church near Freehold ftlr two years, and then of 
of Upper and Lower .Mount Bethel, whence he wus· called 

. to Belvidere. Subsequent to his labors here be ,vl:ts pres
ident of Washington College, Pa., and pastor at Lewis
bnrgh, Pa. About l8a7 he re1noved to Philadelphia 
where he has resided since without pastoral charge. From 
time to thne his hand is seen in graceful nnd scholarly 
articles in the religious press. 

Mr. Clark's past orate here lasted ten years. The church. 
weut on har1noniously and prosperously under it. 'fhere 
,vere received into mernbership one hundred and eighty
three persons; one hundred and one by confession ; eighty
two by letter. The most in any one ye_ar was forty by 
~onfession in 1848, which was a year of revival. The 
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debt remaining on the building was paid off in '45 or '46. 
J anu::ir_y 1, 1848, the p1·csPnt parsonage property was 
9onght fur $1,600, $1,000 being paid down.* 

To,vard the close of of this perio<l an event took place, 
the 1nention of which I Lorro,v from the narrative of 

another: t 
" The Session no,v consisted of eight 1ne1nbers, four of 

,vhou1 were 1ne1nb3r:; of the Bar. The Session ·was a very 
abh~ one, and the chnrch was evidently doing a ~ood work 
und in the ri~ht ,vay. If in proportion to the siz<.1 of the 
Sessiou and to churchc•s eh,ewh<~re the congregation ,vas 
small * * * * it was because its geographical field 
was sn1n.ll. Yet the church which had been a blessing to 
its f:unilies and whose progL·ess had more than kept pace 
,vith the growth of the town, \Vhose. population at this 
timo ,iu11)nnted to a thousand only, Wets none the less dear 
to· its u1eu1l>era. Most (Jf the leading adherents of the 
c!lur,·h were aruung its ori~inal rnembers, and to them it 
was ~till a. beloved object of solieitudo and self-denial. 
l~hat there was life in the church was evident frotn the 
revival th~it. had crowne<l the labors of the pastor but a. 
short tiiue before ; nn<l what is worthy of special observa
ti,~n, a delightful peace prevailed. • * * * * · Such was 
the state of the congregation when one of the cuunty 
p:Lpers fo1· July 19, 1849, contained a notice that the Rev. 
Edward Allen would preach the next Sabbath evening a~ 
the New Aeade1ny ; and in. another colnrnn a correspond
ence betweeu hin1 and fuur n1e1nbers of the congregation 
in which the invitation was given and accepted to put 
hiu1self at the head of a 1novcn1ent the object of which 
was stated iu the following language: 'A ne\v church 
organization, a uew ehnreh edifice on the north side of the 
Pequest, and an eeelesiastical connection with the Consti
tutional Pres\yteri~.u Chnreh in these United States.' 
This \V'as the first inti1nation which the pastor or Session 
had t,f this 1natter." Fourteen persons out of a n1e1nber-

* Mr. Clarlc, I am told, restdecl here first on upper Water street, where Squire 
Deshong now does; then on lower w·ater street, where Mr. Beck cloes; tllen in 
the house which ts now the parsonage, at that time tlle property of Geo. R. King; 
then in the house, subsequently burned, where Mr. Candee had lived, on the site 
or w. s. White:s residence; and finally in the parsonage. A widower when he 
removed here, he shortly married l'liss Sarah A. Randolph. 

t MS. or Rev. Henry Reeves. 
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ship of one hundred and sixty-8even ,vere dismissed to 
go into the new organization. 

Mr. Clark announced to the Session May 11, 1850, his 
elel·tion to the presidency of Washington College and his 
intention to accept the office. The pastoral relation was 
dissolved May 28th. The next Sabbath Mr. Hen1·y 
Reeves was F1eard. He shortly received and ac<~epted a 
call. His ordination and installation took place November 
19, 1850, Rev. John Gray, D. D., presiding, Rev. I>. X. 
Junkin, D. D., preaching, and Rev. John Skinner, D. D., 
and Rev. John H. To,vnley giving the charges. 

Mr. Reeves "Tas born at Bridgeton, N. J., February 5, 
182:1. He gradnated fron1 J>rin<·eton College in 1844 ~nd 
then tanght two years. He entered Princeton Seminary 
in !846 and took the full three years course. He supplied 
several stations in Dutchess county, New York, for a year, 
and then came to Belvidere. Leaving Bel·fidere in 1858, 
he was pl'incipal of a Fe1nale Seminary at Oluunbersburgh, 
Pa., for six years, tben of a like school in Philadelphia for 
four years, an editor for sev:en years, and stated supply at 
Gloucester City, N. J. He is now principal of Ivy Hall 
Serninary 111 his native place. 

In a sketch Ly lir. Reeves I find reference to certain re
pairs made in 1854. These consisted in painting, carpeting, 
and irnproving the lighting of the au.iience roo1t1, and in 
putting blinds to the building. The same aceount contains 
the following ·reeord : 

"In January of this yenr, 1855, the cong1·egation wa3 
providentially delivered from an impending calatnity. The 
alarn1 of fire ,vas given in the afternoon of Monday the 
22d of that n1onth, and it ·was discovered fron1 the dense 
volumes of srnoke issuing from the basement that the church 
building was on fire. By the energetic efforts of our citi
zen.., the flames ,vere after a while subdued, but not until 
t11ey had made such progress that by some the buildir1g ,vas 
despaired of." The fire caught f1·om hot ,vood ashes; the 
darnag~ was enongh to hinder use of the lecture-roon1 for 
several weeks. Some insnrance was recovered. One result 
of the incident was that the trustees decided to allo,v the 
use of the building no longer for a u, .. oek-day Echool. 
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While Mr. Reeves was pastor(1854) t~1e Session districted 
the congregation and assigned a district to the oversight 
al1d care of each tJlder. Ile wns to watch over, visit, and 
report upon the state of those cotnmitted to his charge. 
This ,vas an effort to prornote the spiritual good of the 
chnrch through realization in a higher degree of the possi
bilities and original intention of the eldership. I donbt 
not good \Vas a<~cotnplished, though the scheme seems to 
have lapsed after n few yenrs. It were to be wished that 
in ail onr cor.gre~ations there mjght be a clearer under
standing of the duties, the opportunities, the responsibili
ties, of the elder's offic3as respects spiritual labor in the con
gregation ; and a corresponding increase of activity. 

The congregntional expenditures in this pastorate aggre• 
gated $7,225; and the Benevolent co11tribntions $4,030. 
There were received to the co1nn1nnion by examination 
fif ty"'.three persons ; and by letter fifty-eight ; total one 
hundred and eleven. The largest number on exan1ination 
in. any one year ,vu.s twenty-one in 1855. The entire 
number of conunun1c:::tnts at the time of Mr. Reeves' re-
1noval was one hundred and sixty. 

The 1niuutes of Session for July 19, 1858, contain the 
following entry : 

'' The Rev. Henry Reeves stated to the Session thn.t the 
s:ilary paid t0 liin1 hy the congregation ·was inadequate to 
his support ; that he hnd been t.rou bled ,vith a throat dis
ease for sorne tin1e; and thought that rest from public 
spe:iking was indispensable to his health; and that in the 
proyidence of God au opening for him to take charge t.1>f a 
Fetnale ~erninary at Chan1bersbnrgh, Pa., had been offered. 
* * * * There~·orc he ,vished the eongregation to 
unite with hi,n in his application to Presbytery to <lissol vc 
the pastoral relntion." The needful steps were taken ; 
nnd tho relation was dn1y dissolved August 3, 1858. A 
cong.u~gational 1nceting was called for the 21st of the 
san1e 1.1unth "to proceed if it be ngreeable to thetn to the 
election of a pm;tor." 

At this 1neeting Rev. Wil1iarn Ilenry Kirk was chosen. 
Mr. Kirk was born in IIalifu.x, Nova Scotia, Oct. 5, 1818. 
I-le graduated fro1n Union College, and from Princeton 
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Sen1inary in 1849. He was or<iained by the Presbytery 
of Raritan, May 9, 1849. He had had pastorates at Sole
bury, Pa., and Fishkill, N. Y. He earne here fro1n Phila
delphia ,vhere he had spent a year or so without charge. 
He ,vas installed October 29, 1858, l>y a eornrnittee of Pres-
1,_ytery eonsistiug of ltev. Messrs. 1Iand, Bush and McN air• 
Since hh~ pastorate here Mr. I{irk has resided in Orange, 
N. J., withont pastoral charge, having during part of the 
tirne at .least so1ne business e1nplo_y1neut in New York 
City. 

The great event in the pnstorate of Mr. Kirk was the 
building of the present house of worship. The old church 
had stood a little_ more than twenty-five .rear·s. It "\\'as not 
a particularly inviting structure, although a very substan
tial one, and was not I trge enough. It seems to have been 
generally felt that considering the growth of the place,. the 
1neans of the ,;ongregation, the disadvantage at- ,vhich 
it ,vas ,vhen its house was con1pared with others in the 
Presbytery, the comfort and pleasure of the people 
the1nselves, and the increased efficiency in the co1n1nunity 
that would resnlt fron1 possest-ion of a 1nore attrac
tive sanctuary, the enterprise ,vas a good and sea
sonable one. All appear t~ have gone into it with great 
heartiness. A nurnber of large subscriptions were obtained 
at once, the pastor being one of the principal givers. 
(To him· the congregation are indebted likewise for the ad
dition to the parsonage on its north side, whieh he 1nade 
at hi~ own expense.) A building cornrnittee eonsisting of 
Shnon F. Wyekoff, B. B. Cooper, Abraham McMurtrie, 
Levi S. Johnston and Dr. S. S. Clark was appoi uted. The 
congregation left the old huildn!g in the Fall of 1859, ,vor
shiping again, as in early days, in the Court House. The 
ne,v edifice, including .~he Lecture Room, ,vas completed 
the next Sn1nrner, and dedicated August 23d, the seriuon 
on the occasion being preached by Rev. Dr. l(irkpatrick 
of R1ngoes. The original cost of th~s house was $9,000 ; 
all of wlnch ·was raised prior to the dedication. 

It ,vas while Mr. I{irk was pastor (185.9) that our Go11-
eral Assetnbly on the proposal of our Lodiana Mission first 
1·ecorr11nended to the churches the obserTtance of the •.' Week 
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of Pr~iyer.'' This Session received the recommendation 
with zealous earnestness, and took action year by year on 
the subject till that observance had beco1ne a stated one. 

A move1ncnt was made in 1864 to cstahlish a Congrega
tional Library, which met with gocd success. In this Li
brary, which I am sorry to s~ty is but little nse<l now, there 
are many standard a11d excellent religious ,vorks. 

ThP- yenrs 1860 and 1864: were 1narked by special inter
est i11 religion. In the former there were t\Venty-two, in 
the latter eighteen additit)ns on confession. The additions 
fnr the entire pastorate were fifty-two on confession and 
thirty-four by letter; a total of eighty-six. Entire number 
of c01urr1unicnnts at the end 0£ the pastorate one hundred 
and eighty-bvo. 

The Benevolent contrihntions a1nuunted to $4,655. The 
congregatiunal expenditures, exclnsive of the cost of the 
new chnrch $6,885. 

r~un sorry to bu obliged to close the narrative of a peri
od in ,vhich this church nm.de notable advance, of a pas
torate honorable alike to pastor and people, hy noting the 
rn;-)ture of the relation ; but that is no history ·which leaves 
out facts. 

During the four years central in the pastorate the Civil 
\Var was raging. There appear references to it fro1n time 
to time in the n1inutes of Session, oftenest in arrangements 
fur special services in confortni ty ,vith procla1natio:1s and 
re'-1 uests fro1n the }>resident of the United States. On the 
subjeut of the Country and the duty of its citizens Mr. Kirk 
felt most deeply nnd spoke rnost strongly. Whether ~t 
matter or manner, so1ne ,vere offended and withdrew or 
greatly diminished their contributions to his support. "On 
SabbHth the 24th." (June 1866; I quote from the min
utes of Session) "Mr. Kirk puhlis11ed to the eongregation 
that he had been ,vaited on by a cornmittee of the congre
gation and trnsh eS ,vho infor1ned him of theh· inability to 
raise the salary of one thousand dollars promised for his 
support; and that thnt ser1non would be thA last that he 
,vould preach to them." Mr. Kirk speedily removed from 
the town; and on application of the congregation, l'res
byte1·y went through the fur1n of rblease August 10, 1866. 
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A congregational meeting was ealled for Septe1nber 22d, 
" to elect a pastor if the way be clear, and it be the will 
of the congregation." At this n1eeting votes were cast 
forfonr 1ninisters,Rev. David 'fully receiving the majority. 
His election ,vas nm.de unanirnons, and a call extended 
which fixed the salary at nine hundred dollars. 

~11·. Tully was born in Scotland, August 29, 1818. 
Coining to this country he wrought in his early years and 
in this region at the same trade tradition says our Saviour 
did. Later he becatne a teacher. He graduated from 
Union College in 184 7 ; and then spent two years at 
Princeton Seininary. He was ordained by the Second 
Presbytery of New York April 18, 1849. He ,vas pastor 
at Princeto,vn, New York, five years and then at Ballston, 
N e,v York, eleven years ,vith a parenthetic service as 
chaplain in the United States ar1ny at the tirne of the war. 
He ,vas installed here Noveinber 27, 1866, Rev. D. K. 
Free1nan preaching the sennon, and Rev. Messrs. Laurie 
and Condit ~iving the charges. Mr. Tnlly served this 
ch nrch six years. 

The period of Mr. Tally's labors here was one of gen
eral prosperity in the country, and of considerable local. 
activity. The ·war, as is. well kno-wn, stimulated rnaterial 
prodnetion of !tll kinds enormously ; nnd the places were 
fe,v tha.t did not feel the influence in some degree at least. 
Belvidere was no exception. At least one considerable 
euturprise \Vas undertaken Jo·oking to H larger utilization 
of the waterpower here and establish111ent of profitable 
1nan utactu_re. People ca rue moving into the place. There 
never was a time in its history when Belvidere afforded 
so large scope .and so 1nuch material for religions activity. 
The population of Belvidere ,vas one hundred more in 
1870 than in 1880, a large difference for :-1. s111a1l place. 

That the ne,v pastor, with pe1·s01utl qualities and gifts 
that need no praise fron1 tnP, diligently improved the 
shining honr, and that God gave his blessillg, is shown by 
the tecorcl of accessions. The years 1867, 1869, and 1872 , 
,verc marked ones, the additions hy confession in them 
being respectively twenty-one, twenty-nine, and nineteen. 
'rhe total additions by confession for the pnsto1·ate ,vere 
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eighty-six; by letter seventy-six; in ,vhole one hnndred 
and sixty-two. On Mr. Tully's \Vithdra,val the whole 
ntunber of cornmunicants ,vas two hundred. The re1nark 
may here be 1nade that this Session has al ways been care, 
ful to keep the roll of com1n unicants purged so as to show 
only the real membt rship. 

During Mr. 1'nlly's pastorate the work of discipline ·wns 
riot negl0cted, any 1nore than it ,vas before or has been 
since. This church has always sought to maintain the 
purity as ,vell us the peacP. of the Lord's house. 

It \VHS in the latter part of this period that the present 
organization of the ·women of the- church in aid of Missions 
,vas made, which keeping quietly and unostentatiously on 
its way has been hy no n1eans the least of the church's 
instru1nen tali ties . 
. . The monev raised for Benevolence in this terrn amounted ., 

to $5,b48. Congregational expenditures $10,168. The 
salary of the pastor ,vas increased to $1,200 in 1868. 

May 26, 1871, died John M. Shc1·rerd, in fnlness of 
years, in ripeness of Christian graces, in esteem and love 
of all. This church, the object of many a labor and 1nany 
a self-denial to him, continued to possess his love.· 
The last Sessional n1innte in Mr. Sherrerd's hnnd was
dated April 17, 187 l. The minutes of the next meeting, 
June 2, 1871, nre_written by hisson,who was then chosen 
clerk of Session and has served as such ever since. 

· Mr. Tully informed Session !fay 17, 1872 that l1e pro
posed to resign the charge of this congregation to accept· 
a call to the First Presbyterhtn church of Oswego, N. Y . 
.Presbytery 1net here J ~111e 3d, and dissolved the relation. 
to take effect Jnne 9th. Mr. Tullv has continued at Os-., 

,vego in snccessfnl labor to this time. 
While lvir. Tully was pnstor here., grent things \Yere tak

ing place in the con1ttry 2nd the Church at large. After 
negotiations extending th1~ongh several years, in 1870, the 
two bodies known ns the Old and N e,v School Presbyter
ian Ohnrches united on the basis of the" standards pure 
and sin1ple." The reeonstrnetion of synods · and prPsby
teries folkrwed. • Iu the Presbytery of Newton thel'e was 
but a single instance of O]d and Ne,v School congregations 
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existent in the saine place. And that was in Belvidere. 
When the Presbytery met here June 3, 1872, to dismiss 
Mr. Tully, it ,vas not strange thn,t it should occur to the 
brethren ,vho had favored nnion on the grand scale that it was 
deoirable on the s1naller here. The case seemed clear. If 
there ever had been reasons, theological and constitutional, 
for the existence of a New School church here, they wete 
valid no longer. A little compaet town of less than t-wo
thousand population, with bnt scanty territory tributary to 
it, with a ,vaning prospe0t of growth, certainly did not need 
two churches of the same order. To unite them would be 
to render the burden of support lighter, and would end a 
etate of things likely to hinder onr proper deno1ninati0nal 
influence and onr effectiveness in the cause of Christ in this 
~o,vn and in ~he reg~on round about. These views were 
ui~ged 11pon the Session of t_his ehurch and resulted in the 
fol10wing letter : 

BELVIDERE, June 10, 1872 .. 
To _the Pa8tor and Elder8 of the Second Pre8byterian 

Church of Belvide1·e : 

DEAR B&ETHRE.N.-The church which we represent is 
110,v without a pastor. 

Th~ rninisters connected with the Presbytery of New
ton who were present at its reeent ·meeting in thi_s place 
were nnani1nous in urging upon our cousidern.tion the 
propriety of uniting the t,vo J>resuyterian churches in 
Belvidere nnde1· one pastor. Our own feelings inflnenee 
us in the sa1ne direction, and in order to ascertain your 
views upon the sabject ,ve £eel constrained to address this 
letter to yon to inquire whether you are willing upon any 
ter1ns whatever to negotiate for a union of the two chur,~hes 
ahove named. 

An early reply will greatly oblige, 
yours in Christian bonds, 

AoRIAN LoTT 1 · l v.· 
J G S ' Ela e11s of tlie .1.' irst 

S
. S · HIPMAN, · JJre.sb7.Jterian ( hurc/1, 
. HERRERD, l-/! B 't "d 

A B S J oJ e V'l ere. 
. . EARLES. 

In a conferen<4 e ,vhich ensued of the elders of the two 
chui·ches, the tne1nbcrs of the Session of this church 
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learned that there ,vere no terms upon which the other 
party in the 1natter ,vas ,villing to negotiate for union. 

Nothing resulting from these overtures, a meeting of 
the congrog·ition was called for September 14th. At this 
1neeting Rev. Fullerton Reck Harbaugh ,vas elected pastor. 

!Ii. Harbaugh ,vas born at Middletown, Maryland, 
April 22, 1829. He gt·aduated fro1n Princeton College 
in 1851, and spent tw·o years at Princeton Seminary. He 
,vas ordained October 26, 1853 by the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick, and installed pastor at Ited Bank, N. J. In 
1854 he was called to Burlington, N. J., in: 1858 to Hack
ettstown, and in 1861 to Pb.iladelphh1., ,vhere he was re
siding when called hither. He ,vas installed hm:e Dece1n
her 4, 1872, the sorrnon being preached by Dr. l{nighton, 
and the charges given by Revs. E. 0. Cline and J. M. 
Anderson; Rev. Tho1nas A. Sanson, n1oderator of Pres-
bytery, presiding. · 

As hinted above, just before this time that tide o:f activ
ity and prosperity which had set-- in some years previous 
had already b0gun decidedly to ebb. 'fhe prospect that 
Belvidere ,vould become a 1nnch larger town and an im
portant manufactw·ing place was vanishing. The people 
,vho had come in began to go ont. At one 1neeting of 
Session (l)ec. 31, 1872) are recorded the names of t\venty
nine persons to whom letters of dis111ission had been given. 

It was about the beginning of. Mr. Harbangh's labors 
that the congregational prayer 1neeting ,vxs set for Friday 
evening. In the early clays a prayer rneeting was held on 
Saturday evening, ·winch ,vas discontinued after · s01ne 
year.;, but resn1ned in 1850. In 1836 a meeting frorn 
house to house ,vas started on Monday evening. By and 
by a cnstom once quite prevalent of having l\vo evening 
1neetings, one n1orc of the nature of a preaching service 
and called the "Lecture," ·the other known siinply as the 
" Pr~t.YCl' ~Iceting," ,vas intro'duced hero. (There ,vas also 
here for a titne a ''Young l.Ien's or Young People's Meet
ing,'' which ,vas afterwards united ,vith the general prayer 
meeting.) Experience showing that the resnlt of having t,vo 
1nectings a. week was that both ,vere s1nall~ few people being 
able to attend both, it was deemed wise, as it has been very 
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generally cJsewhcre, to have but the one ,veckly meeting. 
I 11:ay remark here that ,vhile onr prnyer 1neeting is _by 
no means what I would like to lun·e it, yet I kno,v no 
church ,vhere in proportion to the n111nber of communicants 
the attendance at this meetin~.!." js larger and 1nore regnlar. 

In the earliest tiine the Sunday school in town (I speak 
of it thus to distinguish it fro1n one Hcross the river "·hich 
,vns conducted by 111en1bers of this church) ,vas superin
tended by Mr. Halstead. He ,v·ts succeeded by .Mr. 
Sherrerd, whose interest in Sunday schools ,vent Lack to 
his stu-::lent days wl:en he ,vas sent fro1n Trenton as a 
tnember of a com1nittce fro1n the First Chnreh of that 
city to cxtunine the ,vorldngs of a Sn1ada.y school lately be
gun in Philadelphia. ,Vith sonic interruption l\lr. Sher
rerd served alr..10s t till his death. I-Ie was £, ,Ho,ved by Mr. 
J. G. Ship1nan in a brief ter1n. Mr. Harbaugh ,v:-1s then 
chosen ; und was in his turn succec<led by Mr. Shiptnun, 
,vho continued jn the office five or 8ix years .. 

Mr. Harhaug-lt had been ealled to the ehnrch bv a s.mall 
~ ~ 

m9jo1·ity, another n1inister receiving very nearly as many 

votes. As often happens nnder snch eir<~um~tanee-3, the 
congr<1gation ,vas left in a divided state. ~Ir. Harbangh, 
finding by experience that there ~\~as no prospeet of 
the division being healed under his n1inistry, and having 
received the high eo1nplin1cnt of an invitntion to return to 
his first charge, beco1ning 1nore in1portant by reason of 
sharing in the gren.t develop1nent of the N e,v J erse_y coast, 
resigned this pastorate, Pres hytery dissolving the relation 
J◄.,ebrnnry 19, 1874. He continues to ser\re the church at 
Red Bnuk. 

U 11der Mr. Harhau~h the additions ,vere tlu·ec by ex
a1nination; ~nd six by letter ; total nine. The ,vhole 
11n1nhe1· of co1nn1unicnnts at the close of his pastorate was 
one hundred and seYenty-0ight. The contributions to 
Ilencv·olencc from April 1872 to April 1874 were $1,875; 
congregational expenditures ,vere $fil,50. 

The seventh pai;tor of this clnu·di (Rev4 Willian1 Alex
ander IIolliJay) p1·cached to the congregation n couple of 
Sabbaths in A.pril of 1874, nnd ,vnB cailed hy tt rnccting 
held May 164 He ,vas receh~ed into the P1·csbytery of 
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Newton, Jnn8 9, and ,vas installed June 2b, the scr1non 
being preached by Rev. Dr. ~- J. VnnDyke, of Brooklyn, 
and the charges given by I{evs. H. B. Towsend and Tho1nas 
McCctnley. 

Re ,vas born at Paris, ICentucky, Dcce1nbcr 30, 1841, 
gr~ulnated from Princeton College in 1862, and fro1n 
l'rineeton Seminnry in 1865. Ile was ordained by the 
I'rcsbytery of North River, N ove1nber 26, 1866, and in
stalled pastor of the Bethlehern Ohnreh, of Orange County, 
N e,v York, one 0£ the oldest in that region. Ile served it 
for six yenrs, and then spent 1nost of two years, 1872 and 
1873, in Enrope in travel and stndy. 

In this pastorate, i?nprovernent of un ouhvard and 1na
terial kind bulks largely. Early in it the Lel·tnre Rootn 
,vas n1ade 1nore inviting rutd co1nfurtable by paint and 
cushions. A good deal has been done to the parsonage, 
1nainly at private expe~se. The chief work of this sort, 
however, as all know, has been the repair nnd renovation 
of the main edifiee. In the twenty and odd years which 
had elapsed since its erection it had fallen into serious dis
repair. In a ser1non preached November 13, 1881, the pasto1· 
pvinted ont ,vhat ought to be done, and urged the under
t'.:tking of it. It proved that the people h~1d a 1nind to the 
,vork. A meeting wns at once held and co1n1nittecs ap
pointed on Repairs and on Funds. Tho ,vork on the 
outside began in a short tirne. Pending the ·work on tho 
inside, serrices ,vcre held in the Lectnrc Roon1, dating 
ft~on1 Dece111ber 25, 1881. The audience roo1n ·was ready 
for use by March 17, 1R82. On that date a meeting ,vas 
held at which tho accounts were nn<litnd and the report 
snhjoincd ,vns n1ade, whieh shows fully what had been 
do11e: 

To the Oungregntion of the F·ii·st Presbyterinn Church, 
Bel vi 'iere. J?epurt of tho Cornrni ttce on Repairs. 

Y 0111· Otlm1uittec "~as appointed, as it understood, for 
the purpose of determining what repairs ,verc needed to be 
1nadc to your honsc of worship;· and of having snch rc
pai rs tnade, p1·ovidcd the 1ncnns were forthco1ning, to rucet 
tho cost or thcn1.. As it was soon l.:no,vn that 1noney 
enough had Leen su.bscr1bccl l,y yon to cover all reasonable: 
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expeuses, the Con11nittee ,vas at liberty to begin its woi-k. 
The 1nain points to ,vh1ch our attention \Yas directed 

were the spire, the roof, und the interior of the church . 
.i\..s respects the spire, it "~as known to need extensive 

repairs. The most obvious necessity was tu 1nakc it tight 
to tho \·reJ,ther. vV c sought by such e_xa1ninntion as "iYe 

could nutkc and by consultation ,Yith our local builders, to 
ascertain its condition and decide upon the best thing to 
be done. \Vo finally had specifications drawn np fer 
shingling or slating the spire and boarding the to,,i,,.er. The 
best cstin1at,~ ""e could get as to the cost of the ,vork ,vas 
$650; although ,vhcn ,ve offered it at contract no bids 
,vere reeeived. The lateness of the season no Jonbt had 
1nuch to do ,vith this result. Yonr Comtnittec itself 
,vhich after three weeks of effort had rnnde so little pro
gress, did not know but ,vork ,vonld have to be deluyed 
and your expectations nnd hopes be disappointed. At this 
innctnre ho,vever the Co1n1nittee cletern1ined to take all 
risks and do the w·or k itself, c1nploying !Ir. James Irvine, 
of Phila3c1phia, by the d~.r- Upon his exa1nination · of 
the spire, Mr. Irvine, who is a professional steeplebuilder, 
reported that it ,vould be necessary thoroughly to nail and 
brace the inside to give it sufficient strength. By our di• 
rection this ,vus done and a cover of slate then put on. 
For the .corners or flashings we used lead instead of tin, 
resulting in an increase of cost cf abont seventy dollars. 
\Ve thoroughly rcpajred the bell-deck, and put in new and 
npproved blinds above it. "\Vo have done every thing to 
put the ,vhole spire and tower in first-class order, save 1·e-
11ewing the ,veatherboai·ding of the tower. This rl:!newal 
w·ill involve a cost o:f peihaps fifty dollars, and is s01ne
thing that should be done nt no distant day. Uutil it 

· is done, there will nl wnys be in severe stoT1ns some liability 
to slig:ht. leakage, ,vhieh while it can do no special hnrt it 
is best to avoid. Tho total cost of what hns been done to 
tho spire h1clnding 1naterinls, ,vork and subsistence of 1nen, 
has Leen abvnt $540. \Vith the ndditionn.l work recorn-
1nended ahove there is no reason, apart front accident by 
.fire or lightning, " 1hy this part of the l)nilding should uot 
.stand the wear of many years to co1ne without further pre-
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tection. It is not only strong and safe, hnt we or.ly state 
the con11non jndg1t1cnt ,vhen "re say it w·as never so 1nuch 
an ornan1ent to onr town and never appeared so shapely 
and henntiful ns no,v. 

As to the roof, the Comn1ittec contracted with Mr . 
. Daniel Perry of our town, and one of your nn1nber, for tl 

tin one at six dollars and a half a sq narc. \V c have watched 
it ,vith great care sinco it has been on, and say ,vithout hes
itntion, after the severe test to ,vhich recent storms have 
subjected it, that we have good material, "·ell pnt together, 
a most satisfactory piece of ,vork every w·ay. In order 
properly to ventilate the loft a door has heen cut through 
into the tower. The roof bas been painted once, but should 
soon be painted a.gain. After that it will need little at ten-

. tion, beyond occasional examination, for several years. 
.. . Your Committee could learn ou inquiry of no designers 
aud decorative painters of repute near at hand. A <lesigu 
with specifications and estirn~tes ,vas procured fron1 Mr. 
William Healy, of Bridgeport, Connectic:.nt, after he had 
viewed the house nud studied its arraugemen ts and propor
tions. W c unanitnonsly approved his design and found 
his figures reasonable. ,v e accordingly contracted "~ith 
hi tn. Yon have his ,vork around and above you. Tho 
cost has been seven hundred and t\venty-fi,.,.e dollars. The 
scaffolding ,vas at our expense fifty-five dollars ; and "~c 
also incurred a cost of about seventy-five dollars for cutting 
out aitd filling up the cracks in the walls and ceiiing pre
paratory to painting. 

Believing it to be an i1nproveinent, ,vc have taken •off 
the -pe,v doors. The barricade or brcastw·ork 1n frout of 

. the pew·s hns also been ren1oved. The partition botwecn 
the ccntr:tl nnd side blocks ot' scats hus hce11 cut do,vn. Tho 
cost of the latter iten1, ubont sixty dollars, has bren de
frayed in large part h,y special contribution. l\'Iost of it 
catne fro1n the gentle1n~n tl) ,vhoso suggestion we are in
debted fvr the idea of the excellent itnprove1nent. (Mr. 
A. }fcOau1 n1011.) 

A seventy-two inch Frink reflector has heen put up; tho 
lighting of the pulpit provided for; the side la1nps tnado 
1nore ornatnenta1 ; lights provided for the vestibule; and 
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a lnrgP. lamp ·hung outside .the 111ai~ door. The cost of 
lighting, no part of w·bich has heen hoi·ne by the co11gre
gation, has been about .two hundred dollars or perhaps a. 
little 1nore. · 

Your Co1nrnittee ,vas directed by vote of the congrega
tion to have the-organ bronght do,vn from the gallery to 
the. main floor if feasible. The change. has been made on. 
the generous offer 9f Mr. 1). 0. Blair to bear the expense,: 
which has amounted to so1ne t\vo hundred and twenty-five 
dollars. From this transfer we anticipate the happiest re
sults.. . 
_ T_he· carpet on the 1na.in floor. has been paid for ont of 

the general fund. • There were three hundred and thirty
$ix yards, amounting to· t,vo hundred and sixty-six dollars .. 
It has been innde by the ladies and pnt d·own by ,~olnntecrs, 
Qn carpet' :paper given by fnemhers of the congregation. 

:· Tl1e In.die$. of th,e congregation took the cusliionii:ig of 
the E.e~ts in uniform _ style~· into their· own hands; and 
h_~ve accomplished· it ;.with lheiJ•. custou.nlry energy and 
tJ1or9ughness. Theh· expenditure for the purpos~ has heen 
four hundred ~1nd eleven dollars, and they have turned 
oV.!W a balance of t1vcnty-one dollars and eighty-one c·ents 
to the geri~ral fund. 
. The young ladies kindly undertook the refurnishing of 
the pulpit, raising the money by a n1usical entertain1nent. 
The cost has been about $50. 
: .. )Ve_ sum up the total irnprovement of your p1·operti at 
$3,057 .. All bills have. been p~id .. ·. . .·. · 

J. G. SHIPMAN, l .. 
SAMUEL .. s.. CL~R_K. . . . . . 

D. w .. KLEINHANS, f fY . ·tt . ·_ A ·y :0 . 'VOrnmi · ee. 
• C AMMON, . .• 

·N. R. CURRIE, . . ... 

,vM.. A. HoiL1DAY, · · 
On the following Subb~tth the hou:~e ,vas reoccupied for 

<livin.e service, -the first ser1non being preached by Rev. Dr~ 
'\V .. C. Robet"ts. · 
- A bout the ti1ne the present pastor ca1ue, the conviction 
began ,to prevail· ,vith the Session that the plan of Syste
matic Beneficence which l1ad been in ·use here from the· 
organization of the church was no longer satfsfactory. It 



,vas that of circulating an annual s11bscription to a "Sa,~red 
Ifnud," the proceeds of which were divided among various 
causes by a Board of Managers. Its main defects as 
shown by experience were that it required some one con
stantly to pnsh it; it divorced giving fro1n the house of 
God ; it did not bring the giver into close and intelligent 
relation with the specific forms of evangelisti~ wor_k; and 
it dici not afford opportunities of giving frequent enough 
to conduce to advance in the grat·e of liberality. Having 
considered the tnatter the Session superseded that plan 
(Dec. 9, 1874) by adoption of that of "Weekly Ofl"erings 
to Specified Spiritual Caus(ls,'' a plan which at once simple 
and scriptural~ is liable to fewer obiections and unites 
more ad vanbtges than any other 0£ which I know. With 
so1ne modification ( the allotti::tg of the fourth Sunday in 
each month to our own needs) it has been in force ever 
si11ce, as I trust it. wiil continue to be. The Benevolent 
funds contributed up to April, 1883, have amounted to 
$8,080. The ctlngregational expenditures, exclusive of 
cost of repairs to the church have been $15,783 to same 
date. 

The total Benevolent contributions from the organiza
tion of the church have been $31,088. The total ordinary 
congregational expenditures have been $54,011. Adding 
to this sum for cost of buildings and repairs about $18,000, 
we have a total for congregational purposes of about $73,-
000. The whole amount for all purposes raised in the 
congregation fro1n the organization aggregutcs not Jess 
than $104,000. 

The additions on examination in this pastorate 
np . to the present time have been forty-six ; by 
letter fifty-nine. Total additions one hundred and five. 
Most on examination in any yc~rs were thirteen in 
18'76, and ten in 1878. 'fhat the number on examina
tion falls relatively considerably below the figures of 
other pastorates is apparent. But the sa1ne thing is true 
of the number received by letter. It rnay be noted as 
bea-ring on the matter that for the first third of its history 
this church, being the single Presbyterian one, had the uu
di vided benefit of all increase in the .Presbyterian strength 
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here ; which has not been the case since 1850. Then, as 
already pointed out, the last dozen years as compared with 
the dozen preceding them, have been years of' decrease in 
the porulation of the place. And finally, in looking over 
our congregation it will be seen that there are at present 
comparatively few that remain to be brought into the com
munion. There are periods in the 1i vcs of churches some
times when it is necessary to wait for children to "come to 
years of discretion;'' and until material is thus provided, 
there can in the nature of the case be but small growth of 
the church in numbers. 

The church was organized with forty-seven comn1uni
cants. In the fifty years of its existence there have been 
added by examination three hundred and sixty-five per
sons ; and by h-tt,~r three hundred and thirty-eight ; a 
total of seven hundred and three. 1'he present number 
of communicants is one hundred and eighty-four. 

Matters ,vo1·thy to be noted as belonging to tlie present 
pastorate are : The u1!iting of the Sabbath evening ser
vices of this and the Second Church, on the proposition of 
tho latter, during the whiter of 1876-'71, when both 
pastors were in enfeebled health ; the service of the pastor 
as superintendent of the Sabbath school from January, 
1879 to the present time; the presentation to the pastor 
and his wife of a purse of $150 on the fifte.enth anniversary 
of their n1arriage; the 2reat Tetnperance revival of the 
Spring of 1883; and the loss by death of a zealous and 
devoted friend and member _of the church in the person of 
Mrs. Ann S. McGee, December 1, 1883. 

Tt) the general history belongs the succession in the 
eldership. Of the original elders Chapman Warner was 
dismissed to Lexington,Kentucky ,July 1, 1841, and William 
C. Morris to Jersey City, January, 1850. George R. King 
died Decembe1·, 1851 ; he left the church a legacy of 
$1,200 whieh was applied in part to payment of' remaining 
debt on the pars::>nage and son1e other small obligations, 
and the balance to various improvetnents and expenses 
running through several years. The death of John M. 
Sherrerd has already been ehrorucled as occurring May 
26, 1871. Alexander N. Easton was electe<l elder Feb-
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ruary 22, 1841, and served till his de:ith, cl annary 25, 1875. 
David' M. Stiger was elected Oetober, 1841, and dis1nissed 
to Morristow11, May, 1847. Phineas B. Kennedy, Elias· 
Buttz, Wiiliam Hcrningw·ay and Henry McMiller ,verc. 
elected Septe1nber, 1848. Of these Mr. He1ningway ,vas 
dismissed to l{.nowlton, April,_ 1849 ; IvI1·. IvicMiller 111 

October, 1852; Mr. Buttz to Avon, Michigan, March, 
1855; and Mr. l{ennedy died in May, 1868. Simon F. 
Wyckoff, Adrian Lott and J ehiel G. Shipman ,vere elect eel 
in Ap1·il, 1853. Mr. Wyckoff died in 1869, and Mr. Lott, 
September, 1881. John ,v elling was elected December, 
1865; he died in 1868. Ada1n B. Searles, Sa111nel Sher
rerd and Edwctrd Vanuxem were elected April, 1870; }Ir. 
Vannxem ,vas retired on his own req nest in May·, i872. 
Josiah l(etcham and Aaron McOa1nmo-n ,vei·e electe.d in 
NC1vember, 1881. Adam B. Searles, John W. \Vyckoff 
and John ·J. Kline ,vere elected Deacons, May, 1868. 
· The original trustees· were John -Kinney, Jr., George 

H~les, John M. Sherrerd, George It I{ing, Jeremy Mackey, 
Jared Sexton !-tncl Dr. -George· Green. Many others have 
since shared .the responsibility of caring for ~he tcn1poral
ities of the church. The finances have been well ad1ninis
tered. ,Vith exception of the balance on the first house of 
,vorship the ·chnrc~ has never been allowed to be very 
he_avily ,in-·debt, nor foi· a-very long ti1ne. 

·_ The sexton is an hnp.or~a_nt 1nan in the· sanctua.,·y. Aaron 
!!off, PhHip · L_are,v, John Shay, John Cole111an, John 
Suydam, Jncob Myers, and Joseph M.. Cole-the latter for 
about eighteen years ·continuously-have served the 
church in this-office prior to tl~e present sexton, J. Clark 
Cole. The original plot of the ce111etory of our town was· 
deeded to the trustees of this church in 1835 l>y William 
P. Robeson and J. P. B. Mnxwell.* 

'rhe singing in the church was for a long titne led by 
c!1oristers ,vho also for· sonic years at least taught a. con-. ,_ 

• Judge ,vnuam P. Robeson presided over the congregational meeting llel<.i ori 
the site of tlrn clrnrcll. ,Tuly 1831, at wllicll tlle ro,mdatton st,nlrn:; were driven and 
the tlrst snadetul or earth thrown out (by .John Kinney, ,Jr.) ln erection of the first 
edifice. Ile w.1s tl1e rather or n-on. George M. Uobeson. Hon .• J.P. B. Maxwell 
was ,Tmtge Robe~mn's brotller-ln-law. Mr: Maxwell graduatecl ft"om Princeton 
Colle~e, a.net stuclled law under Chier .Justice Hornblower. Ile was n liberal antl 
userul member ot thts church. mucll admtrerl and held ln lltgh esteem. · He wa-, 
elected to Congre~ ln 1836 and. ~galn in 1840. Dieµ in 18!5. Hls wife w:is the. 
ttrst·perspn burled ln the·ccmetery. 



gregational singing school and received a salary for theil· 
services. In connection with the sin~ing occur in the 
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records the na1nes of a !1:r. Frazee, A. N. Easton, John 
Hilton, Benja1nin- Loder, J. B. "\Vood,\~ard and Newton 
Easton. A 1nelodeon ,vas introduced about 1850. ·The 
organ ,ve now nse was l,nilt for the church in 1867 at a 
cost of $1,425 by Charles Hinzehnan, of Allentown, Pa._ 
Mis8 Lydia H. Bray, E. G. Wire, Charles Stearns, and: 
Mr. Wire Hlain have been the organists. The church Las 
been greatly indebted to. a ntunber of its 1nembers foi· 
volunteer service as singers in its choir. The first hymn 
book used ,vas Watts.'. Later, " Psalms and IIyn1ns" -pub..., 
lished by Presbyterian Board, ,vas adopted. This in ti1ne 
,vas replaced by the " Presbyterian Hymnal " ( of 0. S_. 
Church.) The prP.sent book, "Spiritnal Songs for Church 
and Choir," ,vas•introduced in 1882. In the prayer meet
ing.n.nd Sabbath school Mrs. vVilliam P. Sahnon (Alice 
M. Ribble) has been for 1nany years .the chorister, in-,vhich 
office, as in that of teacher. of the Infant Clas~, she has 
rendered the church.faithful and invaluable-service. 

Three persons : J arnes G-. Moore, one of the original 
me1nbers,• no,v· dead; :\iVillian1 K. Tully, of J ack:sonville, 
Fla; and J. H. Gulick, of ·Hancock, N. H., have gone 
directly into the nunistry f1~om this church. . Several 
others, among whom are John Mitchell, J. B. Woodward, 
George A. Ries,- and H. H. '\Vikoff, now· tninisters, ,vere· 
once me1nbers here ; bn t entered the 1ninistry frorn othtr 
churches to which they had been dis1nissed. 

These are " the fortner things" . so far as this church. is 
concerned. As I have gathered thern together I have been 
impressed with certain facts and truths the recognition of 
,vhich js fitted to instruct and profit. 

For one thing the revelation of change in the corn
n1nnity as sho,vn by fifty years in the history of this church 
has been to n10 almost startling. The general notion of 
Belvidere is, I think, that ns coin pared with 1nany other 
co1nmnnities things are here quite stable and per1nanent. 
So1ne joke us about living in a sleepy place, a place of 
enduring Sabbath rest, a sort of fossilized ur petrHie<l 
place. But read the names of the people ·who went into 
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this church at the organization, only fifty years ago. How 
1nany are represented here no,v i Of a good nun1ber of 
them many in this audience never heard before. Then 
look at the seven hundred ,vho in fifty years have beeH 
received. Where are they now 1 Many died of course, 
but n1ust moved a,v-ay. What a coining and going in fifty 
years 1 When ,ve look at it as a whole, B.el videre society 
rnost resemhles, not the rock (and even that ,vears a,vay), 

· but the sandbar that is never long the sa1ne. Here too 
the world that now is approves itself as a changing scene. 

The study of this history illustrates and enforces the 
tr nth that a particular church, like a family, has a char
acter. This character is something antecedent to the 
qualities and dispositions of tht>se ,vho at any given time 
compose the church. Children born into a family do not 
so much affect the familv as it affects thern. So those who ., 
co1ne into and grow up in a church are moulded and 
shaped by the forces moral and spiritual that were there 
before them. A church brings forth sons and daughters 
after its own likeness and in its own image. This church 
to-day is in the main ,vhat the people who founded it n1ade 
it. And you have no cause to be ashamed of their work 
and its pcl~petuated results. I do not sny t.his has been a 
perfect church. Why in this iinperfect world should ·we 
look for perfect churches nny more than for perfect min
isters or perfect members 1 They who gave character 
to this· church were godly rnen who in no narrow spirit 
and with no unsanctified aim were seeking to build up 
Christ's cause in the co1nmunity. They acted on the 
p1·inciple that the great thing is to be and to do, aud not 
to seern. It is yours not only to follow them in la bur, but 
to cherish an~ manifest the same spirit that was in them. 

We may ,vell be itnpressed by the aggregate ree-nlt of 
contributions for religious purposes continued year after 
year. Our cong1·egation is not large. We have not been 
counted in the enumer:ttion of the strong churches of onr 
State. The money 1·aised in u. single year has not seerned 
much. And yet in fifty years the ag~reg~ .. te is ovor n 
hundred thons·tnd dollars. The church during its exis
tence hac given for the en.use of Christ beyond its own 
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bounds more than thirty thousand dollars. It has pre .. 
cions investments and is a stockholder to this amount of 
1noney in the grand enterprises in our own land and be
yond the seas by which the Church of the living God is 
subduing the world to Christ. And this amount is repre
sentative not only of an enlightened nnd spiritual view of 
duty and privilege, and of fidelity and love to the Lord 
Jesus, but also of patient continuance in ,vell-doing. Let 
no individual, let no church, ·withhold gifts to the spread 
of the gospel because the gift is s1nall. The years fly 
qnickly by, and the small gifts repeated year by year will 
swell to large amounts the treasure laid up in the skies. 

And finally, ,vhile we pore over the written pages of 
the records and gather up the sum and substance of what 
js there in ,vhite and black, the thought to me is an over
,vhelming one of the invisible i-eco.rd that all these years 
has been making in the minds and hearts and lives of men. 
The great and central thing is that here for fifty years, in 
tho word preached and the ordinances administered, the 
adorable Lord Jesus Christ has been held up before sinners 
as the only, the all sufficient, the gracious Saviour, and 
before saints as the one example of all godly graces and 
all manly virtnes. What the re~l effect has been ,ve know 
but in part. W c rejoice to believe that Christ has been 
truly received by and formed in many souls here~ The 
Lord knoweth them that are his. ,ve have reason to fear 
that some have heard the gospel only to reiect it. For 
the full disclosure ,ve 1nust ,vait. The record will not 
ahvays be invisible. It shall be known fl.nd read of all 
,vhen this church together ,vith all the things of earth 
shall have passed a,vay ; in that eternal ,vorld where to 
remetnber " the forrner things,,, the things 0£ time, will be 
irn1nortal joy or poignant woe. 

In present revie,v of the past, in now and here remem
bering the for1ner things, it behooves this church to be 
lnun bly thankfnl to God for the favor that he ha.s bestowed 
in all these years. Over and above this, the best profit 
from re1uembering the forrner things is the encourage
inent to go on in the endeavor by God's help to make the 
.. lays to come worthy of and an 2-idvance upon the past. 
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Pray and labor that the great Head of the Church 1nay 
give his blessing here 1nore and tnore abundantly in the 
graces and frnits of the Spirit. Peace to thee, beloved 
Zion ! May they prosper that love thee ! 


