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"I trust 
That some, who sigh, while wandering in thought, 
Pilgrims of Romance o'er the olden world, 
That our broad land, - our sea-like lakes and moun-

tains 
Piled to the clouds, our riven overhung 
By forests which have known no other change 
For ages than the budding and the fall 
Of leaves, our valleys lovelier than those 
Which the old poets sang of, - should but figure 
On the apocryphal chart of speculation 
As pastures, wood-lots, mill-sites, with the privileges, 
Rights, and appurtenances, which make up 
A Yankee Paradise, unsung, unknown, 
To beautiful tradition, . • • will look kindly 
Upon this effort to call up the ghost 
Of the dim Past." 

WmTrIER: Tks Bridal of PeM.aCOOlt:. 
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xvi INTRODUCTION 

it touched the life of the time at two points: 
it was in the near neighborhood of the 
Endicott Rock, by which the Puritans cal­
culated their claims to New Hampshire; 
and it was beside the Indian Trail, between 
New France, as Canada was then called, 
and New England. Our first business, 
therefore, in the study of the beginnings 
of Holderness, is with the Endicott Rock 
and with the Indian Trail. 





























































































































































VI 

SAMUEL LIVERMORE, THE SQumE 

SAMUEL LIVERMORE,1 who pre­
sently became the largest owner and 

the.man of most importance in the commu­
nity, was one of the nine children of Dea­
con Samuel Livermore of Waltham, Mass. 
In 17 51, being then of the age of nine­
teen years, he entered Nassau Hall, now 
Princeton University, having previously 
taught school for a year in Chelsea. One 
of his letters of recommendation said that 
he intended to study for the ministry. 

His diary at that time gives several in­
teresting glimpses of the manners of the 
• mi~dle of the eighteenth century. He left 
Boston on the sloop Lydia, having provided 
for his voyage five quarts of West India 
rum, a quarter of a pound of tea, a dozen 
f O'\Vls, two pounds of loaf sugar, twenty 

1 For Squire Livermore see Bend,, and Baro/ N. H.; Bradley 
in N. H." Hut. Boe; Coll. iii, Bl; the diary is quot.ed in Ptd-
nam.'1 Magazine. Jmie. 1867. , 















































ROBERT FOWLE, THE PARSON '15 

revival at New Hampton, and established 
a preaching station in 1800. They believed 
in the free payment of ministers as op­
posed to the collection of the minister's 
salary by taxation. There is no record of 
any such open contention at Holderness 
between their minister and the town min­
ister as divided society in New Hampton 
and in Wolfeborough; but they quietly 
succeeded, and Mr. Fowle, ill and aged, 
as quietly failed. He preached against 
"enthusiasm," meaning the emotional pre­
sentation of religion, but the enthusiasts 
prevailed. 
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W A.LK8 AND DRIVES IN THE NEIGHBOB­
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APPENDIX 95 

these is Lovell's Mountain in Washington, while 
· just to the right of Kearsarge is Mt. Sunapee, about 
the same distance away. In the southwest .is the 
great mass of the Squam Range, with Mt. Morgan 
farthest to the right, over which is the comparatively 
level top of Mt. Prospect, almost as near. 

Farther away rises Mt. Cardigan, on whose right, 
and extending some distance, are a number of dis­
tant Vermont peaks, including Mt. Ascutney. On 
the right of the Beebe River valley, nearer at hand, 
is Mt. Stinson, fairly sharp, and then comes the 
dark level ridge of Mt. Carr. Between these two, · 
and only a few miles away, are the low Campton 
Mountains, separated from Sandwich Dome by 
the gorge of Sandwich Notch, over which are 
Mt. Kineo, sharply cut, and the high ridge of 
Moosilauke. 

LEA Vl'IT BILL 

This little-known hill, about 1800 feet in height, 
covers the large area between Little Sqwim Lake 
and White Oak Pond. The western slope is largely 
cleared and from the top commands a fine pano­
rama of distant mountains. 

It is most easily reached by the road which 
ascends northeasterly from the outlet of Little 
Squam Lake, and, passing the clearing at the sum­
mit, then descends southerly by the Holmes Farm. 
This ·road is unsafe for a vehicle. 



98 APPENDIX 

A charming walk to this hill follows the route of 
an obsolete road beginning in a lane, leaving the 
main road a little south of Bruce Piper's and H. S. 
Buzzel's on White Oak Pond. Follow this road 
through pastures, wood, and pastures again till you 
come out on an eminence, commanding a view of 
Little Squam Lake below. Descend to the left, ~s 
the brook, and then ascend the pastures to the top 
of the clearing first mentioned. 

Th6 View. Beginning at the left is the flat ridge 
of Tenney Hill. Next Mt. Piermont, Ch'IU'Ch Hill 
near at hand, and then Mt. Stinson, with Mt. Carr 
directly behind. After Stinson comes Kineo, falling 
off sharply to the left, and over Kineo's right shoul­
der the conspicuous mass of Mt. Moosilauke. Mt. 
Prospect with its high fields comes next, and over 
a hollow on its right, distant Cannon. Mountain. 
On a clear day the Franconia group stands out 
finely, with the two peaks of Lincoln and La­
fayette, and the sharp pyramid of Flume to the 
right. 

Then comes the long ridge of Campton and Wee­
tamoo, with Mts. Fisher and Tecumseh and a bit 
of Osceola over its right end. Mt. l\{Qrgan, with 
Mt. Livermore first beneath it, shuts out the dis­
tant view. The Rattlesnakes appear· below the 
Squam Range and the great mass of Sandwich 
Dome rises above. Last in tum appear Mts. White­
face, Passaconaway, Israel, Paugus, and Cho­
corua. 
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