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~4.RTICLES OF F_4.ITH. 

I. We believe, that, .there is one true God, who i! 
the Creator, Preserver and Governor of all things, 
and that he is immutable and infinite in every natu
ral and moral perfection. 

Dent. iv. 39. Know, therefore this day, and consider it in thyheart,that 
theLord .be is God in heaven above and upon the ·earth beneath; there is 
none else. Rom. i. 20. Ps. xix. 1-3. Isa~ xl. 28. xliv. 24. .Mal. iii. 6 ~ 

II. We believe, that the scriptures of the Old and 
·New Testament were given by inspiration of God; 
-and. are the only _perfect rule of doctrinal belief and 
religious practice~ 

2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, •and is 
p~fitable for doctrine,.for reproof, for correction, for instructioo•in righte
·ousness ; '!'hat the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly _furnished UDto 
.all good works. 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Isa. viii. 20. 

III. We be~ieve, that God is revealed. in the scrip
,tures as the ·Fathe~, · the Son, and the Holy .. Ghost, 
-on~ in essence and equal in every attribute and honor. 

l\fat. xxviii.-19. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
..in---the name "f the Father,. and of the Son> and of the Holy Ghost. 2 Cor. 
xiii. 14. John x. 30. and v. 23. 1 Cor. xii. 4-13. Acts v. 34. l J.oho 
\'. 7. 

IV. We believe, that known unto God are all his 
,vorks from the beginning of the world, and that he 
-0rders all things after the counsel of his own wiH. 

Acts xv. 18. Eph. i. 2. Acts xvii. 26. And hath determined the 
-times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitations.-xiii. 48. And 
as many as were ord:iined to eternal life, believ£d. I Pet; jj_ 8. · \Vhere
nnto also, tliey were appointed. Acts ii. 23.-iv. 27-28. Luke x.xii. 22. 

V. We believe, that the law and government of 
God are holy, just and good; and that_ all rational· 
beings are ever bound to love and honor them. · 

Rom. vii. 12. \Vherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy~ 
and just, and good. Mat. v. 17-20. xiii. 23. Ps-. xix. 7-11. -



VI. We believe, that God at first created man in 
his own image, in a state of holiness ; but man fell 
from that state by eating the forbidden fruit. 

Gen. i. 27. God created man in his own image; in the image of God 
created he him. Gen- iii. 6. Eccl. vii. 29. 

VIL We believe, that in consequence of the sin 
of Adam, all his posterity are by nature wholly sin
ful~ and are exposed to the just and everlasting dis
pleasure of God. 

Gen. vi. 5. And God saw that the wickedne:,s of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imaginatiou of the tl1oughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. Gen. viii. 21. Rom. v. 12-19. Eccl. viii. 11. ix. 3. 
Rom. i .. 18 . . ii. 3-12. :Ps. xlix. S. 

VIII. We believe, that according to the purposes 
and predictions of God, the Son took unto himself 
human nature, and by his obedience, sufferings and 
death made a full ~tenement for sin ; and now offers 
s~l vation to all, on condition of repentance and faith. 

Plul. ii. 6, 7. Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God : But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a s~~~t, and was made in the likeness of ~n. Gal .. iv. 4. 
John i. 14. Isa. liii. 5. 2 Cor. v. 21. Mat. xi. 28. Acts iii. 19-. xvi, 
31. .Mark xvi. 16. Isa. Iv. 6, 7. John iii. 36... . 

ix· .. We believe, that such is the sinfulness of bu-
man nature, that none· come to Christ .for salvation, 
till God draws them· by the special influence Qf the 
Holy Spirit. -

John v. 40. And ye will not come nnto me that ye might have life. Isa. 
lix. 2. John vi. 44and 63. Zech. iv. 6." Titus-iii. 5~ Gal. i. 15, 16 .... 

X. We believe, that repentance; foith and salva
tion are therefore the gift of God_; and. the sinner is 
saved by grace. 

Acts v. 31. xi. 18. Eph. ii. 8. -

XI. We believe, that all, who truly embrace the 
gospel, were chosen in Christ before the foundation 
of the world, that they should be holy and without 
blame before him in love ; and they are saved, through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the Truth ; 
being justified freely for Christ's sake,. through faith 
in him. 

2 Thes. ii. 13. But we are bound to give thanks always-to.God for you~ 
brethren, beloved of.tl1e Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation, through sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth. 
Eph. i. 4, 1 Pet. i, 2.,_ John vi. 37. Rom,.viii •. 28-39 •. Acts xiii. 38-39.. 



XII. We believe, that the eternal purposes of 
God include the regeneration, perseverance in holi
ness, and salvation of all ·who are saved; and the final 
condemnation of all those, who persevere in reject
ing the gospel. 

John x. 27--==29. My sheep bear my voice, and I know them and they 
follow me; and ·I gi'\"e unto them eternal life; and the,y shall never perisli, 
neit~er shall any pluck them out of my hand; .My father, which ga,·e them 
me, 1s greater than all; and none is able to pluck them out o( my father's 
hand. Rom. xi. 29. Phil. i. 6. 1 Pet. i. 5. John iii. 18 and 36 • .Mark 
xvi. 16. Ps. xlix. 8. Epb. iii. 11. 

XIII. We believe, that Christ has a visible Church 
in the world, composed of professed believers. 

l Cor. i • 2. Unto the church of God which is at Corinth., to them that 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all, that in ·eTery 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs aud ours. 
Acts ix. 31. Gal. iii. 27. 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. .Mat. xvi. 18. 

XIV. We believe, that he, as head of the church, 
has appointed the ordinance of baptism, to be ap
plied to all professed believers and their household~ ; 
an.d -.the Lord's supper, to be administere~ to all 
those, ·-who are in regular standing in his church . 

.Mat. ~xviii. 19, Acts ii. 41. Tiii. 86-38.. Mark xvi~ 16. Acts xvi, 
15. And ,vhen she was baptized and her l1ousehoM, sbe besought us, say
ing, if ye have judged me to befaithfuJ to tbe Lord, come into my house 
and abide there. Acts xvi. 38. And be took them the same hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized~ b.e and all his 
straightwav. 1 Cor. i. 16. I Lapt:ized also the·househo!d of Stephallll'S .. 
Luke xxii.-19-26. ·I Cor. xi. 23-34. Acts xix.. l,_ 5 ... 

XV. We believe that the regular officers in the 
church are ministers and deacons. 

Acts xiv. 23. And when ·they had ordained them elders in e'\'ery 
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord,. 
on whom they believed. Titus i. 5. 1 Tim. iii. 1---:13. Acts x~. 28. 
Acts vi. 1-e. 

XVI. ,v e believe, "that it is appointed unto all men 
-0nce io die, and then the soul of each one enters· 
upon its final state of happiness or misery. 

Gen. ·iii. 19. Luke xvi. 22, 23. And it came to pass that the beggar 
<lied, and ,vas carried by the nngels into Abt-;1ham's bosom. The rich 
man a1:o died and was buried. And in hell he lifted up his eyes being 
in torment, and seeth Ahraham afar off and Lazarus in h~ Losom. Pbil 
i.. 21-28. Heb. i.x. 27. 



fr. 

XVII. We believe, that there will be a;resurrec
tion of the dead, both of the just and of the unjust, 
and that all, who then live ,vill be changed. 

Acts x.xiv. 15. That there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both 
of the just and unjust. John v. 28, 29. 1 Cor. xv. 50-58, or wliole 
~~. . 

XVIII. We believe, that God has appointed a day, 
when all rational creatures shall be assembled before 
the judgment seat of Christ, and receive their final· 
sentence according to their characters, to everlasting 
life or to everlasting death. 

Acts xvii. 31. Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom be hath ordain• 
oo, Mat. xxv. 31-46A 2. Cor .. v. 10. 2 Thes. i.. 7-10. 

fJOVENA.NT. 

~E now solemnly and explicitly enter into cove-
nant with God, and-with one another. 

We give up ourselves to God, the Father, the Son· 
and the Holy Ghost:; choosing the Lord Jehovah as 
our God; Jesus Christ as our Prophet, Priest and 
King, our only Saviour and· final Judge; the Holy· 
·Spirit as our Guide and Sanctifier.; promising by the 
aid of divine grace to cleave to God· as our chief 
good; to reverence his Sabbath, observe his word and · 
ordinances, honor his- name, seek the prosperity of 
his· kingdom, and devote ourselves and our posses
sions to his service. 

We a]so give up ourselves, one to another, as a 
church of Christ; promising to attend regularly on. 
the worship of God in -pub lick, in oui families and 
our closets: ,valking in fellowship one with another:, 
sharing equally as may be the labor and expense of. 
sustaining the rules and discipline, the institutioni.; 
and ordinances of the church. 
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·we also promise to watch over one another ·in 
-love, visiting, exhorting, and admonishing, as occa
sion requires ; not _publishing private offences, but 
carefully following- the precepts of Christ-readily 
forgiving every one, \Vho gives evidence of penitence. 

:Math. xviii. 16, 17. "-

We further .promise to regard the welfare of all 
men ; training up those committed to oui; care in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord ; avoiding every 
appearance of evil, abstaining from evil speaking and 
the use of ardent spirit as a drink, and endeavoring 
to prepare for that day, when the light and the spirit 
of the gospel shall be found with all men. 

On account of your thus professing and promising, 
I,-in behalf of the church, .receive you as a member, 
and admit you to the full enjor.ment- of all.its privi
·leges ;-promising, through divine grace assisting-us, 
to aid you in the duties of the christian life, by our 
prayers and fraternal watchfulness; expecting in re
turn the same offices from you, that ~he purposes of 
-this holy covenant may be secured. 

'The Lord n1ake us faithful to himself and to each 
other. A.MEN. 

~oTJ:. The foaowing is the substance of se-\·eral standing ruies of tLe 
Church. 

1. That members sh:l!l be voted in one br one. 
2 .. 'I'hat each candiclate shall signify a willingness to shore f"quai!,1 with 

o:hers the exp~nses of church aud society. 
S. That members-of sister churches mo\·ing into town shall be adn,itted 

tr; occasional communion for oue year only without. satisfactory reaso:.s 
for further delay inremoving their relation.* 

4. That those wishing to remo\'c their relation shall be examined b_y tLe 
moderator.t 

5. To abstain eniirely from the use of ardent spirit as a driuk, aad lo 
-e-ndea\·or to discourage tLe use of it in others; aud that all received into 
the church shall assent to lhis regulation.+ 

-JICh. Rec. Page 38.-Aug. 16
1 

1816. tPage 32-Nov. 2, 1802. ~Pa_g~ 
sa.-sept. 183!. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHURCH .. 

This church was gathered and Rev~ J a~ob Rice, a 
native of Northborough, Mass. and a graduate of 
Harvard College became its pastor June 7, 1769.
He was dismissed Feb. 1782, but supplied the pulpit 
occasionally for 20 years afterwards, while the church 
-was destitute of a pastor. 

May 26, 1802, Rev. Moses Sawyer, a native· of 
Salisbury, N. H. and a graduate of Dartmouth Col
lege was ordained and became the pastor. Previous 
to that day, it is not known that any more than 55 
persons had ever been members of the church; viz. 
25 Males and 30 Females, in 33 years. _ 

_ M_r. Sawyer was dismissed A1arch 29, 1826, having 
:admitted 114 to the church, 39 Males and 75 Fe
males in 24 years. 

Rev. Jacob Scales, a native of Freeport, Me·. and 
·graduate of Dart. College was installed January 17, 
1827. 

The year after the church was gathered, a meeting. 
house 30 feet long ·and 20 feet wide was built of logs 
without the use of a smoothing plane: and without 
glass windows. For 10 successive years it was oc
cupied for religious worship and other purposes; then 
rt was burnt and the church and people left without 
a sanctuary six or seven years. 'I'he old meeting 
house on the south side of the river was built by _ the 
to,vn in the year 1786, and occupied by the -church 
and people in peace till 1802, and then the -doors; 
,vere closed against the c·burch and the minister of 
·their choice. After resorting for many months to 
barns and private houses to hear the word of God, 
another house was erected, and occupied by the 
church, and all who chose to assemble with them, tiU 
A.ug. 23, 1833, \Vhen it was burnt with all its con
tents. '"fhe church, being left a fourth time -within: 
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64 years ,vithout a place of worship, set themselves 
by prayer and voluntary effort to lay a new founda
tion and erect .another house; which was dedicated 
Aug. ;27, 1834. 

A LIST OF MEMBERS. 

~ In the following list the names· of the deceased are· 
printed in Italicks; those whose relationis to the church has ceas
ed by removal or otherwise are marked with a * 

From 1769 to 1802. 
Rev. Jacob Rice, 
Ti,mothy Ross, 
Ezekiel Smith, 
Josiah Ward, 
Ebenezer Hartlurrn,. 
Thomas Howlet, 
William P_ressbi,ry, 
Silas Burns, 
Charles Whitcomb, 
.11.mos Govld.. 
Eliakfrn Howe, 
-7\fahum Newton, 
Francis Bowman, 
Solomon Childs, 
*Ephraim Goss, 
David Clough, 
i'Samuel Wadsworth;. 
Daniel· Rice, 
*.Jonathan Wood, 
Joshua Whitney, 
Joseph, .IJ.mesden, 
Samuel .llorrison, 
*George Connor, 
.!laron Childs, 
Jacob Whitcomb, 
Rebecca Howe, 
l\'Iercy Newton, 
Prudence Bcumian, 
./1.bigail Campbell, 

!
Rhoda Harthorn,. 
Patty Childs, 
l,..Ruth Goss, 
Susanna Smith, 
Sarah Rice, 
*Sarah Wood~. 
Hannal,, Smith, . 
*Betty Whitney, 
Betty Smith, 
*Sally Adam~ 

. Susanna Morrison, 
Jane Morrison, 
Ruth Smith, 
Kesiah Ros_s, 
Margaret Morrison, 
Elizabeth Bailey, 
* Hannah Connor,. 
Olive Whitcomb,. 
Sarah Peters, 
Ruth Rice, 
*Sarah Ward;. 
Elizabeth Barns., 
Hannah Whitcomb, 
.!lbigail .!lme sden, 
Mary Gould, 
*Patty Childs. 

I 1802. 
Rev. Moses Sawyer, 

I* Alexander Parker, 
•".Jeremiah Dutton, 



•Betsey Dutton., 
l)inah Gibson,. 
Susanna Patterson, 
Rachel Withington, 
Lois Heath, . 
:Hannah Withington. 

1803. 
Ezekiel Dimond, 
Edmund Sawyer, 
#John Pearson, 
Sarah Eager, 
JJ.bigail Uimond, 
Mehitable Sawyer, 
*Elizabeth Pearson, 
Lydia Sargent, 
Mary Colby, 
Elizabeth Wood, 
Abigail Clough, 
*Faany Sawyer, 
Mary Stone. 

1804. 
*William 1\ilorrison, 
Betsey Wood, 
Susanna ConMr. 

1805. 
Josiah Ward, 
*.Mary Withington, 
Elizabeth Waro, · 
Abigail Smith, 
Hannah, Whitney; 
Sally Colby., 
*Lucv .ffowe. 

.. 1800: 
Francis Withi~n. 

1807. 
Prudence Smith, · 
Elizabt.th: Myrick. 

1810. 
*Benjamin Clough, 
Josiah Childs, 
*John C. Proctor, 
John Proctor, 
Susanna Morrill, 
Abigail Childs,. 
Lydia. Putney,. 
Sally_ Goss,, 
Sally Butler, 
*Persis Gibson, 
Edner Proctor, 
Betty Wallace. 
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1811~ 
Abigail. Ra!flsdel~ 
Mary Darling; 
Sally Gould, 
* Azubah Sprague. 

1812 
•William C. Woodbury, 
7E-Sarah Abbot, 
Phebe Howe. 

1813. 
•Timothy Sprague. 

1814. 
*Patty Woodhury. 

1816. 
William Willson, 
*David C. Proctor, 
*John l\'lore, 
*Isaac Darling, 

l:11:Jacob C. Gos~, 
Eli Howe, 
I Thoma,s M;. Davis, 
!John Fisk, 
!*Samuel Morrison., 
lJohn Connor, 
*Annas Goss 
*James V. Atkinson, 
~Stephen '\Vhitney, 
Nathaniel Cogswell, 
Phebe Davis, 
Mary Connor, 
*Hannah Dufer, 
*Jane Atkinson, 
Lucy Livingston, 
Azubah Bowman, 
Dorothy Kirk, 
Joanna W adswortb, 
Rhoda Temple, 
Lucy Gibson, 

!
Hannah Cogswell, 
*Susanna Jones. 

I 1817. 
Jacob Peters, 

I Anna Peters, 
Gertrude Gould. 
I 181s. 
· i *Josiah Hill, 
}'Abigail Hill, 
Lydia Colby, 
*Rebecca ,v oodburv. .. 



1819. 
Seus Sanborn. 

1820. 
•Cynthia Witbingtos. 

1821. 
*Stephen Searle. 
Betsy R. Wood. 

1822. 
*Obadiah P. Eaton, 
Han1iah Peters, 
Jlbigail Baily. 

1823. 
*Judith Hardy. 

1824. 
Oliver Pilsbury, 
Lewis Gibson, 
Solomon Childs, jr. 
Titus V. ,vadsworth, 
*Levi Wood,. 
1 obn Harthorn, jr. 
* Betsy Morrison, 
Lucinda Childs, 
*Laura Withington, 
*Frances M. Patterson, 
*Sally Wood, 
*Sarah J. Searle, 
Mary B. Greenlief, 
Lucy Wood, 
Sarah Page, . 
Caroline L. Bartlett. 

1825 .. 
Nathan Carte·r, 
Polly Harthorn. 

1827. 
Maney B. Scales, 
Susan \Vadsworth, 
Lucy Cogswell. 

1828. 
Jacob Gordon, 
Amasa Graves, 
Polly Foster, 
Sally C. Putney. 

1829. 
Elmira .11.. Brooks. 

18-30. 
Joseph Wadsworth, 
Mary P. Darling, 
:Mary Colby, 
Clarissa Gould, 
Huldah Cate, 
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IEunice Ward, 

\

Sally C. Colby, 
*Betsy B.Saunders, 
*Betsy J. Hoyt, 
Lucy Rice. 

183L
Thomas Cogswell, 
* Artemas Rogers, 
Nathan Sanborn,_ 
James \Vil kins; 
John Whitcomb, 
*Amos Ray, 
Josiah -~orse, 
Abel Connor, 
Ephraim Morrill,jr. 
Jonathan Cogswell, 

. Saunders Hoy~ 

!
Levi Colby, 
Asa Whitney, 

. •Horace ChiJds, 
r William Wood, 
.

1

John Peters. 
Thomas Ki°rk, 
Josiah Childs.. jr. 
(Jabez Wood, 
Moses Rice, 
Mary Ann Morrison·, 

. Thankful Smith; 
Martha Connor, 
Susan Connor, 
Irene Patten, 
Hannah Cogswell, 
Sarah Wilkins, . 
j*Nancy Lewis, 

!
Polly Whitcomb,. 
Olive Wadsworth, 
Susan C. CogsweU, 
Lydia ,vhitcomb, 
Rosella Gbilds, 
:Mary D. CogsweU, 
Sally Hoyt, 
Emily A. Hoyt, 
Lucy Wood, 
Lucy l\Iorrill, 
Sophrona Bowman, 
Margery Carter, 

l
Loisa M. Presbury, 
1\Iary Ann Smith, 
A valine Rice,: 
Dorothy \Vadsworth, 
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Almeray Wadswo1th, M,µ-y Smith, . 
Betsy S. Wadswor,th, ~lvira Gibson, 
*Lydia Rogers, l\lary G. Pattent 
Hannah Harthorn,. !Sarah Peters, 
Betsy Colby, Sally Lowell. . . 
Lydia Gammel, 1833. 
Lois C. Whitney, Z·ebulon Foster, jr. 
Eliza Peters, Gilbert Pilsbury, 
Martha Wood, Levi Harthorn, · 
Elizabeth B. Ki'rk1 · Parker Pilsbury, . 
~Sally .M. Whitcomb, George W. Cogswell, 
Lucy Mo!'rill, 2d, Lucinda Ring~ , 
Laura Whitcomb. Lydia Colby, · 

1832. llannah Tucker, 
Jaeob Sawyer, · .Mary-Cochran, 
*William.Patterson, tizzy D. Rice, 
"Barak Colby, usan W. Darling, 
·-1(:George A. P. Darling, _ Lois Whitney, 
Levi, Ri.ce, . Mary L. N. Connor, 
Warrens. Childs, Sally Goss. 
Elias Gould, - 1831. 
Carlos Childs, J onatban Quimby, 
Worcester Hartborn~ Washington Berry, 
F~cis M. Within~n;. · Luther Go~. 
J oshna Darling, Marla Berri, 
Laura. Sawyer, Betsy Dale, 
EUza Morrison, · Anna Pilsbu.ry, · 
Alice B. Whitney., Abigail ~roctor, 
.Catherine Ray, ,4nna W. Holmes, 
.:#cClarlssa Abbot, Polly C • .Barnes, 
Liva Connor, ·Caroline L. Morse, 
Elizabeth--Darling, Mehitable Blanchard, 
Mehitable Gordon, Lydia Gordon. . . 
Roxy B. Eaton, 1835.-February. 
-Lucinda:G. Proctor, WiJliam C. Childs, 
Patty Whitn~Y,;· · Silas Farmer, 
Lucy Colby, . Pae:e Eaton. 
Rebecca Ramsdeli Betsy B. Morse, 
Catherine Colby, . . . Lydia D .. Gibson, 
Apphia Withington, L-ydia Myrick, 
LizaConnor, · Prudence H. lUyrick, 
~zilpha Barns, Lavinia M. Gould, -
Mary Davis, Abigail A. Cogswell, 
!Alice G. Lancaster,_ Abigail Newton, 
Eunice Whitcomb, Loisa D. CogsweH. 

The following persons have been deacons.-Ebenezer HaT
thom; William Presbery, Daniel Rice, David Clough, George 
·Connor, William C. Woodbury, Nathaniel Cogswell, Josiah 
Childs, Oliver Pilshury. 

The last three are the deacons at this time. 


