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A Scotch-Irish Neighborhood. 

BY F. a. McDOWELL, 

Prof. Agassiz says: "The crust of our earth is a great 
cemetery, where the rocks are tombstones 011 which the 
buried dead have written their own epi_taphs." There is 
a large graveyard in this county, ten miles from Charlotte, 
at Big Steel Creek Church, peopled with many generations 
of dead. The space is enclosed by massive c?mented 
stone walJs 400 x Boo feet, is well cared for, and is replete 
with patdotic reminisce'nces of peculiar interest. The in­
scriptions on the memorial stones are but the reflections 
photographed by the lights and shadows from life. 

\\7ho were these silent sleepers? Whence came they? 
What hiflttence did they exert upon society, ttpon the 
State, upon the couittry at large?. These are pertinent 
questions, wi1ich, itttpel attention from the surrou~dings 
and the character of the place. 

The early settlers .were of Scotch-Irish origin.. A ma­
jority emigrated to this point from PettusylvanJa during 
the latter part of the Eighteettth Century, wh:He a few 
came direct from Scotland and Ireltutd. tu some instances 
this sturdy extrl\ction was . blended with the peaceful 
adherents of Wflfittkrt Penu; at1d such is the stock that 
plahted itself upon Steel Creek soft. " Breed,'> says George 
Eliot, u is better than pasture.,, This is ottly an apt phrase 
that heredity is strortgerthatt ettvitontttettt. 

Twenty-odd tombstones in the older portion of the 
gtottttd have scttlptttred upon their faces, coat;s of arms of 



elaborateancl orttatedesigns. It is not probable tltat work 0£ 
such high order co11ld have been secured here at that date. 
The execution bears the stamp of skilled stone-cutters and 
experieuccd artisans. As confirmatory of this theory, 
among other intricate devices, a fac sim:le Scotch thistle 
is del.icately ohtlinecl upon one of the tombs. 'rhe stones 
were doubtless imported to Chadeston,'attd hauled from 
that point by wagon, as was the custom at that period. 
Books on heraldry state that crests were conferred by 
royalty in recognition of daring exploits on the field of 
battle, or for cottspiciotts services to the State, the sup­
porters representing an especial ttntk of favor. 'rite figures 
of the animals are emblematic of strength, courage aitd 
fleetness;'4'lncl the swords, pillars, stars and other heraldic 
symbols stand out in graceful and fittit1g relief. The 
111oltocs arc matchless in conception, and arc peculiarly 
appropriate to those who adopted them. 

Herewith is given a list of the e:scutcheotts iu the order 
as ·£urnishecl by Dr. E. \V. Roach, to whom the credit is 
due for copying thetu personally from the stones, and for 
spending much time in the research. 

CAMPJJi~l,I.-1795. 
Arms-Gyr6it and Galley, qttt1rtered. 

Supporters-Two Lions, rmnpaht. 
Crest-Coronet . 

.A1'olto-Vixia Nostra Voco. 

NltIU.v-1788. 

Arms-Horse, displayed. 
Suppor/crs-T,vo Fnlcous. 

· Crest-Hand Clasping a Book. 
i11'otto-Ready, Aye, Ready. 

DIGlIAM-· 1784, 
Arms-~hirteen Stripes, Bayonet and Pistol, quartered. 

Crest-Cro~ecl Swords. 
Motto-Signn Libertatis. 
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HART-1775, 
Arms-Three Mullets aud Chevron. 

Supporters-Two Stags. 
Crest-Stag's Heacl. 

.A1"ollo-Probitas Vents Honos, 

NF.F.I.-1788, 
Arms-Three Crescents .• 

Supporters-Two U tticorns. 
Crest-Stag's Head. 

111"0/lo-Virtute et r~abore. 

MAXWEU.-I 785, 
A 1w1s-Gyro11. 

S11/J_/Jor/ers-Two Swans. 
C, est-1\{an,s Head,. 

Mollo-Sola Virtus It1victa. 

M 'DOWI!LT.-I 795• 
An11s=--Chevro11 aud Three ·Mullets. 

Supporters-'1\v6 Lions: guardant. 
Crest-Stag's Head. 

Mollo-Vivit Post Fttnera Virtus. 

A'fKINS-1785, 
Arms-Scotch· Lion, Armed Haud_ Grasphtg Axe. 

_S11pporlers-1rwo Horses. 
Crcst-'I\vo Swallows. 

ilfotto-Time, How Short. 

CAROTltltRS-1785, 
Arms-Galley, ftttl sail. 

S11pporlcrs-'rwo Falcons. 
Motto-Follow Me. 

VANCI{-I 800. 

Arms--Three Mtttlets aud Chevron. 
~11ppbrlers-Two · Liotts, displayed. 

Crest-Stag's Head. 
1lfollo-S01a Jttvat Virtus. 
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Anus-Stag. 
S11pporlers-Two Falcons. 

Mollo-Ready, Aye, Ready. 

DARNETT-1785. 
Arms-Pheasant, Hand and Scythe, Crossed Arrows and 

Eagle, quartered,, Maittting. 
Crest-Coronet. 

Motto-Vain World, Adieu, 

M,U{ARV-1791, 
Arms-Three Rapiers,· · 

Siipporlers-Two Lions, displayed. 
Crest-Mailed Hand and Dagger . 

.. Wo//o-Gardez, La Foy. 

WHITI\SIDE-1772, 
Arms-Double-headed Eagle, displayed. 

:Mantling. 

DAVIS-1780. 
Arms-Chevron attd Three Mullets. 

Supporters-Two Stags. 
Crest-Bunch of Broom. 

Mollo-Probitas, Vertis, Honos, 

ORIER-1788, 
Arms-Shield, checkered. 

StljJjJorters-T,vo Trees. 
Mantling, 

The Grier crest• is so curiously wrought attd itttricate 
as to be difficult to properly describe with. the pen. And­
in cases where certain fa.tttilies appear to ·have tttote than 
one motto, there is such_ au u11iforu1ity in the arms, sup­
porters and crest as to leave 110. doubt as to the family,s 
unity cottcerttittg the particular coat of anns as a whole, 

The letterings over many of the graves cotttaitt tender 
sentiments attd touching Scriptural allusions, but there is 



5 

a noticeable absence of the pfatitudes and commonr,~aces 
found in most cemeteries. Of the buried, probably the 
most conspicuous figure in history is Gen. Robt. Irwin. 
He was a signer of the Mecklenburg Declaration of In­
dependence, a Revolutionary officer and a distittgttisbed 
statesman. Gens. Robt. McLeary and David Hart,. bot~ 
brave soldiers attd zealous patriots of the Revolution, also 
repose there. This epitaph is inscribed to Hugh Mc­
Dowell, who is still remembered by a few who can connect 
this generation with the past : 

" Who broke 110 promise, who served 110 private end, 
Who gal ued no title and who lost no friend; 
Composed ht misf ortuue aud ht joy sedate, 
Good without noise, without pretension great." 

Accordittg to dates, Jean Cathey and Jno. Blackwood 
were born respectiveiy ht 1692 attd 1694. Those two were 
each 85 years old when they died, and could date their 
births as far back as the Seventeenth Century. John 
Price was evidently an enthusiast, if not an ex-soldier, for 
the American coat of arms and the national motto, " E 
Pluribus Ut1lttn,'' appeared 011 his to1ubstene in 1794, only 
a few years after their ratification· by congreasional act. 
"Virtue 'lives beyond tlte grave,,, is the motto of the Mc­
Dowell family as see11 at the headstone of J ohtt McDowell, 
a Revoltitiouary soldier; yet its observance has been so 
strictly a1hered to by the familes of the . township as to 
label it the cotnmon property and the heritage of alt And 
while " virtue ~~-d tabor " has been t11e standard of the 
Neels for many geaeratious, it has always been the acting, 
leading pthtciple of their neighbors attd friends. 

Of these dwellers in this dty of the dead it may be said, 
itt the spirit of the beautiful Cathtilic legend, thttt " they 
have left their image upon their winding-sheet,,, " If 
you seek my mortiintent1 look arouttd,,, 'tliis is the epi­
taph of Sir Christopher Wren, architect, in the Church of 
St. Patil, which he· had designed and erected. 'rhe deeds 
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that follow men who have passed out of Hf e fttruish the 
most trustworthy evidence as to the manner in which they 
lived aurl worked. 'rhe memorial of these dead is the im­
pression they have left upon other lives, as is attested by 
the standing of their posterity wherever they locate. 

:\. charm about these pioncet·s is, that their heads were 
not turned by ancestral distinction. 'l'hey were self-reliant, 
and ·t11astered the primeval forest with its hardships and 
disadvantages. They became adepts in handicraft, fought 
heat, ntttd and hail, and combatted the ttt1known foes of 
husbandry in an ut1settled region. 'l'hey were the silent 
heroes who shaped destiny an.cl imbued u11born generations 
with their flawless characters and indomitable wil1s. '!'hey 
despised nothing honorable in itself, no matter how lowly 
its source. 

In the State House at Boston, over the Speaker's chair, 
is a codfish, the emblem of Massachusetts' rise before the 
ihventiou of the spifttting jenny or the trade with the 
shlps from India. The leather apron of old Gao, the 
blacksmith, is ~overed with jewels, because its ow·,1er was 
the leader of a successful revolt, and that insignia of his 
humble occupation is the royal standard of Persia. Most 
of the _Steel Creek settlers were of necessity their own 
blackstiHths aud carpenters. If it would not mar · tt,e 
symiuetry of their Scottish coats of arms, the axe and the 
helve, th~ plane and the compass, the anvil and the ham­
mer, might ,vith appropriateness be sttperadded; for these 
were the t>time it1i1>letuet1ts of America,s prosperity and the 
trusted weapons of her earliest heroes. 

Lieutenant Maury, speaking of the Gttlf Stream, says : 
"Its banks and bottom are of cold water, while its current 
is of wartu.» '!'his is typical of the Scotch-Irish·race, for 
while their manner and exterior; ·may be forbidding ~ud 
reserved, the heart ctirretlt is generous and warltl. 'this 
branch of the htttuau fa111ily is the synottym of thrift, 
sttfrdiness attd resohiteness wherever known, aud their 
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hatred of sham, hypocrh;y and oPJ;ression is proverbiid. 
Tl_1c cardinal virtues form the warp and woof of their 
moral existence, and their principles have remained stead­
fast through the most violent upheavals and radical 
revolutions. \Vith them the lmvs of Mt. Sinai are written 
upon something more enduring than tables of stone-they 
are carved in living characters upun the tablets of the 
human heart. And over their lintels and door posts, and 
on their phylactories arc read the perpetual words, facts, 
not fiction; substance, not semblance. 

Probably the most marked characteristic of this notable 
people is their plah1 everyday sense ; and of all the quali-­
ties, olcl-fashiouecl bottom judgtiteut is the hardest to out­
argue, outwit or get ahead of in auy way. The best thhtg 
ever said about the ·nuke of \Vellington was that "He did 
his ditty as naturally as a horse eats his oats." So lhis 
strong background of level-headedness causes them to 
uttdcrstaud, as it were,' from instiuct and iutuition. The 
Lmate love of frolic and excitement is so masterfttl in a 
genuine Irisht1tatt that he will take sides in a cot1troversy, 
whether he is personally concerned in the outcot11e or not; 
but be it said to his praise, he nearly always favors the 
under man in the fight. The Scotch-Irishman, beiug more 
prudent, will not take part \ttttll he sees there is injustice, 
then he proceeds to 1tt111pire the game with a mailed fist. 

Another prominent feature in the make-up of this com­
munity is a fmhkt1c r~ that savors of bhtt1tness. This, no 
doubt, accotmts for !i1eir simplicity of habits and distaste 
to ostentation in society ·and much fortnaiity in religious 
observances, '!'hey are essentially Presbyterians; and the 
late Gen. D. H. Hi11• at1 ardent believer itt that faith, oft 
quoted the remark of rttt astute and observing king, that 
"Presbytery rtttd 1\f ouarchy could no more be reconciled 
thatt God and the Devil.,, Cousideriug their convictions, 
their intelligence and their patiotistn, would it. be au exag­
geration to borrow the words of Madnme De Stael, "Your 
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c1iaracter is a coustitittion for your cotttttry and your con­
science its guarantee,,? 

This writer has ca~tse to remembei a religious trahtiug 
imported in part from this locality. In fact, he can never 
forget it. The Catechism I Oh, the Catechism I He was 
tttade to learn every question and attswer from begit~nittg 
to end, though he did not and' could not then Understand 
their meaning. His boyhood Sundays were not considered 
by hhn as models of peace and rest. His constittttion was 
not itnpervious to cold fevers and hot chills, induced by 
wrestling with the problem, "What is the chief end of 
1nan ?,, artd trying year after year to solve it. I have often 
had a kindred sytiipathy for the child who told his mother 
that the Catechist_. was so hard, arid, pleadiitgl y asked if 
"there was no Kittycltism made for little boys?,, 

Whatever tuay be the result of early it1doctriuation of 
this character, there is evidence that it entails no harmful 
consequences. And many maihtain that the ittculcatiou of 
rigid principles is as helpful to weak mit1ds as stays are 
supporting to feeble bodies. 'the test of a school is the 
scholars it ti1r11s out. "Religion,'' says Matthew Athold, 
''is conduct.,, Froude thinks that the fottttdatiott and 
superstructure of all religion is-dttty. With the pure in 
heart, conscience is the voice of the soul ; passion the voice. 
of the b_ody. One of the sublimest qualities of this people 
is reverence. They act up to fhe Arab proverb which says 
"'It is not good to jest with God, Death or the Devil-for 
the first neither can nor will be 1110cked; the secottd mocks 
all men one time or other; and the third puts au eternal 
sarcasm bu those that are too fatttiliar with him.,, 

An early recollection is of a visit to a cotthtry home. 
The head of the house was a splendid specimen of physical 
manhood and robust health. At the supper-table he drtthk 
his coffee from the largest ctt p I had ever seen~ Ctt ps had 
~0111e size about them in those, days. After the tueal was 
finished he lighted- his pipe. - That was about his ouly 
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stimulattt, and his enjoyment was evident, for it revealed 
itself in a contentment of manner and a benignity of coun­
tenance that could not be cottttterfeited. The mother soon 
came in with her knitting, and we all took our places 
before a roaring and cheerful log fire. The old folks 
laughed heartily at our childish amusements and· encour­
aged our· games Ult tl1e clock on the mantle poittted to 
nine, Then the wife reverently took up the family Bible 
and handed it to her husband, who opened its lids. To 
quote the language of Will Carleton-

'' And she said, fn regards to Heaveh, we'd try abd tearJi its worth 
ny starth11 a branch establishtuent, and runnin' it here on earth." 

It is but just to say, I was not sleepy when bedtime was 
aunottttced; and when breakfast was heralded by candle­
light, I was not hungry. It never did seep through youth­
ful philosophy why children were made· to go to bed when 
not sleepy, and get up when they were. Those people 
seemed to reverence everything above, yet had no tnore 
respect for the sun than to arise before he did. Early ris­
ing is not an instinct, but a taste, like tl1at of tobacco-it 
must be acquired, 

It is a iuistake to imagine even the most serious portion 
regard it a sin to laugh. They have a weakness for fun 
seemingly inconsistent witlt the austerity of their disposi­
tions, ,except upon the hypothesis tltat nature is often 
delighted to bring extremes and widely differing qualities 
in close juxhpositiot1. . Jt would be hecessary to wield the 
1im11er's pencil to faithfully portray the facial enigma of a 
solemn, sobe'r-sided Scotch-Irishman, when watching the 
versatile antics of . that parody on mankind, the African 
monkey. And it is a psychological study to note his open .. 
mouthed anticipation at a circus, when tlte ring-master and 
the clown are at their best. There is a relaxation of fea­
ture that transforms bis face into a broadness equal to its 
proverbial length. It is only the volcanic eruption of 
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delighted, pent .. up merriment, seeking vent and shaking 
the outer crust, that keeps it 111 check and prison. 

Carlyle reports that there are two distinct revelations of 
God and the devil: the pulpit and the gallows. The power 
of the former has always been so inspiring attd elevating 
in this comttitmity that the necessity for the latter has not 
been called into requisition. Victor Hugo _has exquisitely 
said that "Good actions are the invisible hinges to the 
doors of heaven.,, 

1rhe Steel Creek people have t11eir share of clayey monld, 
in common with mankind. 'rhey have a resemblance to 
the rivers Rhone and Arve, which run side by side in the 
same bed-one bearing in its waters the mud-stains of 
earth, the other reflectihg on its surface the glories of the 
sky. Stubbornness and hold-back are entployed farm 
words, somewhat expressive of ohr meaning'. In a contro­
versy, when the average Steel Creeker shifts his qtiid, 
crosses his legs, protrudes his Ada11i>s apple, and says ,vith 
cleliber~tion, "'Taint so,,, the job of changing his ophlion 
might as well be abandoned. He is like the Scotc111natt 
w110 declared that he was open to cohvi~tion, bttt boasted 
in the same breath that the man did not exist who could 
convit1ce him. Quoth the hottest Sancho Pauza, "1 am of 
the lineage of the Pauzas, and we are all headstrottg, and 
if we once cry odd, odd it is (though it be even) in spite of 
111 the world.,, 

He is religious, and tries to live according fo New Tes­
tameht rtiles; bht i.t was foreordained from the beginnhtg 
in his grhu build and titifatniliar disposition, if an eneniy -
taps him on one cheek, he is pretty cerlaht to get knocked 
down before he has ah opportttttity to sthite the other. 
'Mockery of sacred beliefs or encroachme11t upon his vested 
rights, ,,,ill open a real nest of hornets, whose stings will 
linger lot1g and paiuftilly. He is conservative about -
chauges ahd te11aciolts of customs. For a long tittle he 
opposed the introdtt~tion Qf orgatt music, but has now given 
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a half-hearted: reluctant assent to the itmovatiou. His 
conservatism may he a drawback in some particulars; in 
others it often proves a safeguard. \Vhen placed in a posi­
tion where he has absolutely his own way, he will beam 
with ineffable good humor and become radiant with joy; 
for such a state is to him the acme of earthly h;-tppiness. 

His likes and dislikes spriitg up, not like the n,istletoe, 
by mere chance, but grow with the growth of childhood. 
He is charitable to those who act and be1icvc with him, 
but iucJiues strongly to the do~trinc that "orthodoxy is my 
doxy, and heterdoxy is your cfoxy." 'rhc simple Uncle 
'l'oby, whose sympatfiy was as broad as immensity is deep, 
on being informed that Satan was damned already and 
beyond hope, said sadly he ":was sorry for it." 1~hc Steel 
Creeker regards this personage as the arch enemy of 
1nuuanity, accepts his doom as just and wastes no nonsense 
or idle sentiment upon the snhject. 

· Shortly after the surrender I was in Steel Creek on a 
visit, nnd my attention was attrac~ed by a squad of "blue 
coats" near the residence of the' :ate Major J. l\I. Potts. 
'they came to apprehend one of his sons fot·. a difficulty 
with a freedman, in which the new ward of the nation was 
worsted. Not receiving the desired i11fort11ation as to his 
whereabouts, they threatening•}' pointed their guns at the 
father. 'l'hc Major, bearing his breast to the lawless sol­
diers, said with rising indignation, "Fire, yott cowards; it 
is like you to shoot an unarmed matt!" He was arrested, 
though not a participant in the encounter, and taken to 
Charlotte. He rode in his buggy alone, while his captors 
walked. He warned thcin al their pctil not to enter his 
private property, and no one ventttrecl to take a seat by his 
side. I was a boy at the time attd was .unazed that one 
man could defy the I~edernl army, but soon fotttid that no 
superior force cottld pre\'ent this ncighbo:t'hood froth pro­
testing actively against indignity attcl wrong. 

'l'aitte, the historiai1, relates when Cromwell's SD,ooo 
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veterans were suddenly disbanded and left without resottrce, 
they did not bring a single addition to the vagabonds or 
bandits. History turnishes a parallel to this remarkable 
incident in the returit of the hitngry and ragged Coitfeder­
ate soldiers. And neither has Steel Creek fttrnished atty 
recruits to the great anny of tramps who htfest every avenue 
of our national development. 

I ~ow make tnention of a few deceased representatives of 
Steel Creek, known personally by the writer, who, putting 
their hands to the plow, drove a straight furrow through 
the field of life. For neatly three-quatters of a century 
Gen. Wm. H. Neel was a pro1iii11ent figure in the Church, 
in society and in positions of trust. He wore his digttity 
Hke a mantle. His expression was kindly, his disposition 
genial, his bearing stately, and being above the ordinary 
size, he arrested attention and commanded respect in any 
gathering of men. There were few wrinkles ttpon his 
brow, none on his heart, for he never grew old in feeling. 
He passed through the tetnptations of more than 80 event­
ful years without even the smell of fire upon his clothing. 
I will adopt the expression of Gaillard, the historiau, about 
another, "Putting everything togetl1er, he was a man." 

I now speak of one, a native of this section, and who 
spent only his young manhood there. He kept the laws of 
God religiously and respected the rights of mau conscien­
tiously. Beiug almost devoid of prejudice, ·he was as 
nearly just as· it is possible to be. One of the most striking 
traits of his character was modesty, and this quality, 
whether found ht man ·or woman, is a crowning moral 
grace. He concealed nothing, save gifts of charity to the 
deserving, which he gave with open hand. Endowed with 
a strong mind and tireless energy, he mingled largely in 
the world, but like the diver in his bell, he emerged from 
the sea unstained by its waters. That person was Robert 
Irwin McDowell, the father of the writer. I offer no 
apology for this bt:ief and incomplete sketch of his upright 
life and great worth. 
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It is no slight praise to say that the ~ental force and 
personal magnetism of Rev. John Douglass, held the large 
congregation of Steel Creek church together for years with­
out any serious dissensions in its ranks. He had the mah­
ner of a courtier without its affectation. He was cultured 
without pedantry, and approachable without reserve. · To 
those whose spiritual wants he ministered unto~ there was 
a mutual understatiding and a sytnpathetic affection, both 
rare and touching. He filled the full measure required of 
preacher and pastor; he did his ditty, and that is the com­
pletest life of man. 

Robert W. McDowell never sought pr desired public 
honors. He was strictly a private citizen-for that mode 
of living was thoroughly congenial to his taste. In him 
the eletnents were smoothly and beatifttlly blended. His 
foot never slipped attd notffing ever swerved him from 
truth as he saw it. His only aJ!lbition was the approval of 
a clear conscience, and the guiding thought of his artless 
life was of family, country and God. It could be written 
of hint, as appeared on the epitaph of Roland of France, 
"A man who consecrated all his life to being useful, and 
who died as he lived, virtuous and honest.,, 

As I write of at1other, tlte pen falters. He was so young, 
so generous, so g-ifted. His life, too, was so pathetic, aitd 
his existence seemed to end almost before it fairly begatt. 
If tlte war called sottte from the portals of the grave, it 
took others almost from the cradle. A mere stripling boy 
went forth as a voluttteer. Intrepid as a Hampden, as 
daring as a Ney, be was twice shot through the body upon 
tlte enettty's breastworks, withh1 tottch of his guns. He 
brougltt back from the field paittful wounds and a wrecked 
co11stitutio11; but with all his suffering he was all admira .. 
ble cottipattiou and a natural leader and adviser of men; 
and no young matt in this section and of this generation 
left a deeper impress of admiration and sympathy upon 
those wlto knew him best, than Calvin It. Grier, 



'l'he congregation of Big Steel Creek compose tlte 
largest country church withit1 the botmds of .the Sottthern 
Assembly. 'l'o visit this honse of worship ancl listen to 
the full-voiced mnsic of male and female, elder and youth; 
to note the intelligent, well-bred audience ancl watch their 
devotional earnestness, is an inspiring. and .memorable 
sight. One patriarch is especially m~htioned on account 
of his activity and prominence. His loug, valued life, like 
the Cararra marble, has neYer borne a stain. Capt. A. G. 
Neel, bes'ides being well equipped with general and relig­
ious knowledge, has shown himself on many important 
occasions to be a logical reasoner nud an effective debater 
upon Church polity and ecclesiastical law. 

'l'he following is a partial list of the influential families, 
extinct and existing, of this com1i11111ity: Irwin, Neel, 
Grier, Harnett, Hart, Knox, Neely, McDowell, Dinkihs, 
Reid, Herron, McLeary, Brown, Alexander, Simrill, Col­
lins, Potts, Price, "Tatts, Watt, Porter, Robinson, Stowe, 
Pegram, Strong, Query, Swo.1111, Gallant, Ross, Freeman, 
f;prntt, Envin, Pressly, Harris, Hoover, McAllister, Sadler, 
,vilson, Peoples, McKnight. 

Such an array of spotless names catmot ·be surpassed ; it 
is doubtful if its counterpart can be found in any rural 
population of equal area in the United States. 

'rhis brings us to the present time. 'l'he closing years 
of the century ate going out in a whirl of riot, demontliza­
tion and str:kes. In the forceful language of a great writer, 
there seems to "be a brewing towards preferuatural 
weather.,: But through all these changes and shocks the 
yeomen of Steel Creek are· acting as of old, as best they 
can, ·with the lights before them; pursuing the even tenor 
of their way and ttttstitlg to a higher power to solve the 
problem and dissipate the doubt.· 'rhcy are not sycophnhts 
to those in powe~; they are not ducking to· the opinions of 
an agitated public, nor rtttlnittg wild over new theories and 
(ttideveloped ntovethehts. 'rhey have too firm a bottom of 
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good sense. l\fethlhks if the silent, heroic oJcJ pioneers 
could awaken from the dead, they would have no cause for 
shame in the living; for they are still "guardit1g the faith" 
and carrying out the other virtuous precepts of their noble 
attd patriotic ancestors. From time inttttemorial tlie lower 
classes have never been steeped in ignorance, nor the 
upper i111111ersed in frivolty ; and, taking this popttlatiou in 
its entirety, from the first settlement to the present date, 
no better all•arotmd American citizen, no sounder ex­
ponent of ttue manhood, has been constructed in the 
Nineteenth Centttry of titne. 




