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CAPTURE OF FORT HAMBY 
Oft A 

THRILLING STORY OF THE WAR. 
Rev. Dr. W.R. Gwaltney writes of the Heroism, of Confed­

erates at Fort Hamby. 
---0-0---

In l\fn t'ch 1805, Grnrl'nl Stone- "'ilkesboro n nnmbor of tho law­
mun luft l~nst 'l'onncssec, mov- less of his cummnnd deserted 
ing from 'l'nylorsvHle, 'l'enn., Stonc•mn11 's army, and other· 
through \Vntnugn county to worthless chnrncters led by two 
Deep Gnp in tho Blue Riclgo. On desperntc~ men, \Vnde and Sim­
the 26th of Mnrch ho entered mon~, completely tcrrorizrnl 
Boone, N. C., nncl on tho dny ,vnkcs und portioils of other 
following tho column wns divid- counties by their frequent rn ids. 
cd, onn clivi~ion under GenN·nl 'l'hoy woul<l ride into the yard, 
Stonomnn rutu·ching townrds dismount nnd sonwnl of them 
\Vilkosboro, wuilo the other, un- would entcl' the house, nnd one 
der Gonol'nl Gilliam, crossed the or mo1·e would point loaded pis­
Dine H.iclgo at Blowing Hock tols o,· guns nt nny person 01· 

and wont to Patterson, in Cnld- persons who might be in tho 
well county, thoro joined (kn- house, i--aying "if you 01wn your 
ornJ St.onemnn nt \Vilkosboro. month we will drop you in your 
On tho 31st of Mnrch General trucks.'' while others would go 
Stonomnn moved ovor iuto Sur- through ovcry trunk nnd clrnwcr 
ry county, going townrd ~It. to be found, taking with them 
Airy. Vu ring Stoneman 's march ever,rthing thnt suited them nnd 
through this section of tho StntP, every good ho1•sp on the plnntn­
his men conuniUml many de- I tion. It, must be rmnemborcd thnt 
prcdat.ion~. After lenviJ1g at thnt, Umo nlmost o\ret•y mnn 
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fit for millitnry ... erviccs wns in/ heH of thick woods. In this ~wc­
tho urmy and tho country wns t.iou wcro many sympnthizors if 
nlmost completely nt, tho mercy not nicloi·s nnd nbottors of t.ho 
of tho robhors. After Loo'A sur- band .. F'rom this 1lusit.ion tho 
render nnd tho Confoclornto i-.ol- Yadkin Valley nncl thn sur­
<liors lmgnn to l'N,UJ'll homo rounding country for nt lcnst n 
this stnto of nffnirs continued. hnlf milo in every direct.ion 
'l'ho1'o mnrnudors then divided could be swept nncl controlled 
into two hnncl!-1, 0110 h~cl by Sim- by ,vnclc's guns. 'l'horo is n log­
mons with hcncl-qu111·ters in tho end thnt on this vcwy hill 
BruHhy Mountnins, tho othc:w I>n niol Boone wns fortified 
led hy \Vnclo. who hnd head- ngninst, the Indrnns. It woul<l 
qunrtcrs on tho Yndkin Rinn·, hnvo boon difficult, to hnvo 
in ,vilkos county. Several time:-. chosen a ::-trongei· lorntion hoth 
thcso two band~ oporntccl to- offonl'-ive nncl dofonsivP, t.hnn 
getl1tw. But ns tho writer had to this. 'l'he houi,;o wns built of 
clcnl with \Vnclc's hnnd, n11tl logs, two stories high. 'l'he t·oh­
with it hnd n most livuly expot•i- bot·s hnd cut port holes for thrir 
enco, this nrt.iC'IO will he chiyot- guns in the upper story. 'l'lw,\' 
eel to him nud his fiendish work. were' nrmy guns of tho hci,;t typP · 
He claimed tho rnnk of mnjor in and coulcl rommnnd the np­
Stonemnn 's army nnd i,;nicl he pronch to the house from nil cli­
wns from Michigu n. 'l'he house rections. 'l'her,.• "'-mid he no­
in which he fortified wns on the thing mort1 hnznrdous thnn to 
rond lending from ,vilkesbo1·0 nttompt to rPnch it. 'l'his hom~o 
to Lenoir, and nearly n mile helong<'cl to 8omo dh,reputn hlo 
from Holmnns Ford, where the womnn hy the nnml' of Hnmh,r 
valley 1·ond c1·ossPs the Yndkin nncl nfwr \Vncle hncl fortifiecl 
Hinw, 'l'ho house wns sit,nntP-d nnd oecupicd it the nhmc by 
on n high hill commnnding n which it wns known wns ]l'ort 
fine view of tho Yntlkin Vnllcy Hamby. It is not known just. 
nncl of tho vnllcy roncl for n how many men were engngcd in 
distance <>f n mile nbove nn<l n these cleprc<lnt.ion~. Perhnps tlw 
mile bolow tho ford, 'l'hc hous<' numbel' nctunl1y e11gngccl wns 
frontC>d the 1·i\•<~I' on the South. not more thn11 thirty. A Jist of 
On tho ,v C!'lt Lewis li'ork, n cighh·cm tHllllPH wns found wlwn 
strrnm smnller thnt the Y nd- the fort wns tnkPn, hut mo1·0 
kin Riv<•t·, emptied into it. On thnn thnt, numhPr wns known 
the North nnd East lny n wide to co-01w1·nte with thc!n. _ 'l'hcy 
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showed a spirit ot' ro\'lmgc nncl n, result wns thnt Clark, n son of 
desire for plunder in all theil'. General Clnrk, of Cnldwoll coun­
rnids. Inclorcl thoy seomc,cl to-: t,y, nnd Henly of tho snmo couu­
think thnt they must trcnt with ty, wcro killed. 'l'he others es. 
t,lw utmost cruelt,y nll who were en peel, h'\twing tho bodies of 
not in sympathy with thl'm.; Clnrk uncl Henly. 
'l'lwy wero brave mon nncl woll I 'l'hc Sntm·<lny night follow­
drillod. All tho pooplo of \Vilkos ing they crossed over into Al­
county lived in constant clr<•nd i exnndor county. intunding to 
of them-frightened by the: cnptu1·c and kill \V. C. Green, 
hnrk of n dog or tho rattling of· son of Rev. J. R. (tt•een, who 
tho lPHYos. Lifo soonw<l worse~ hncl been a licute11nnt in tho 
than clonth. All \Vilkos county confoclcrnto nrrny, Ho,•. Mr. 
wn~ 8t1hduccl by t,hem. '1'1wy Green hnd been infornwd of tho 
rnudu severnl rndos int_o .Alexnn- oxprossed pu1·poso to kill his 
der nnd Cnldwoll counties, rob- son, nncl they were on the look­
bing t.l1e citizon8 nnd suhjccting out. for them nnd were r(lncly to 
mrn nnd wonwn to tho gro:-;sP~t give them a wnrm reception. 
insults. On the 7th of Mny 1800 'J'hoy surrounded tho house, 
they macle n rndo into Cnlclwoll nncl \Vndo hncl on n ConfeclPrnto 
county. Mnjor Hnrvcy Binghnm, grey suit whicf1 ho nlwnys cnr­
with a fuw nwn. mnde a w,·11 1 ried witli him when he:. wnntecl 
planned mo\'o on the fort Sun- to ent(ll' n house wit.hout forc­
dny night following. It seems ing his way into it. Ho clnimecl 
thnt \Vnclc nncl his mon were tu be nn officer in tho Confn,lrato 
not nwnro of Binghnm's np-, nrmy nnd wn~ returning homo 
pro.wh until lw and his nrnn hnd ! nnd dc•~ired n nigi1t 's lodging. 
unte1•,,d the hous<1. \Vndn und 'l'he moon wns shining l>l'ight­
his men nm10uncecl their help- ly. Mr. Green could see him 
less co 1Hlition nnd begged fo1· nnd his nwn and snicl: "l k1ww 
their iive:,1. No guns being spen you nnd you cnn not como in 
Hinh :mm helicwecl them his hr1·e unless you come in o,•er 
prisio:wrs, Thoygnve \Vndo nnd my dead bocly,'' M1·. Grepn 
his men t.imo to druss. nfto1· hnd his position nt the front. 
which nt ·a monrnnt when tho door with a ph;tol in one hn1ul 
captors woro off their gunrd, nnd n dirk in the other. His 
tlwy rus·,ed to their guns which son wns nt tho front window 
WOl'O conccnlecl nhout their' bccls I nncl his dnughtel' nt nnothct· 
nnd oper.ed fired on them. 'l'he window nrmed with a knife of 
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long koon blndo 'rhoy luul t,honght. that there was littlo 01· 

tnkon five of their so1·vnnts i11to I no hopo of anything being do no 
their confldcnco and armecl 1-Some who hnd boon, woro 
them also nnd plncod them into I ronlly nfrnid to go r,gnin nrnl 
tho renr of tho houso. 'l'hrco did not go. 
of tho gang wnro nbout to ontm· Now tho writC'r must spnnk ns 
through n window in tho rcnr nn oyowitn<.iss of nil thnt, follows, 
pnrt of tho building and Liou• After rot.urning frorn tho nl'my 
tenant Groon hrnring it., rushed I took n small school in Aloxnn­
to tho pince nncl knocked out n clor connty nnd hoar<locl in tho 
pnno of glnss nnd Jirocl nt thmn, homo of Jmlis Hnynes 1 l~:-1q. 'l'ho 
slightly wounding one of t.hom. company which wn~ driven 
'l'hoy withdrew, leaving two of from tho fort tho Sunday ho­
thoir horses nnd two or three foro wns mndo ur, in this com­
bnt~ nud wont in hnsto bnck to munity. 
tho fot•t. 'l'he next clny ('l'ucs- Col. Shnrpo cnllul togrthc,· 
dn:,·) Col. ,vnshington Shnrpo nnd heH n consultnt.ion with n 
gathered to gother nbout twenty number of tho old soldiers nnd 
men, old soldiers who hnd re- it wns soon decided thn t nnotluw 
turned from Appomnttux, nnd rffort 1-1hould ho mndo to di~­
pursued them, Jnmos Linney, lodge t,hcm nnd put nn end to 
Brothen· of Hon. R. Z. Linney, tho work of plunder nnd nn11·­
nnd Jones Brown wore killml dcr. I left my school in the 1,nncls 
nnd left in tho ynrd. 'l'ho of one of my pupils nnd joint·<l 
others, somo of thom spriuging tho company. \Vo stnrted on 
from t.lrnir horses and 1·unning 'l'ucsdny n fter-110011 followiug 
on foot, escnpt'cl. 'fl~ey mnnng• tho Sunduy on which our Al<'x­
cd to got togetlwr nt Mornvinn nnc.ler men hnd hrrn rcpuise<l. 
Jt~nlls nnd roturned hume grcnt- 'l'hc compn·ny numhcrcrl about 
ly dej<\Ctccl, while tho rohhors twunty mon. H1wing cros!--ccl thn 
,~·01·0 g1·ently emboldonocl by Brushy Mouutnins nt Covo Gnp 
thoir two victol'ios in one week. just before rcnching .Mo1-·nvnin 
The Joss of Linney nnd Brown l•'n1ls, in "'i1kes county, wo rnnt 
en.st tho darkest shndow of a mnn nonr Holnmn 's I•\H'd who 
gloom nnd sndnoss over tho told us thnt \Vndo wns lookiug 
wiiole community. fm· u ... nnd he cleclnircd ho could. 

'rho burning question wns whip n thommnd or us, nncl ho 
nsked hy every one, "whnt is hoped we would come on. \V,1 
going to be done?'' Some stopped nnd held n consnlt,ttion 
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sent 0110 of our rnon into Irotloll bent, ,v o shnrcd tho bed of 
county to nsk Col. Robt. V. Cow- lenses till break of day nncl thon 
mnn, who hnd commnnclecl tho tho cnll cnmo for all to rise and 
33t·d Uogimont of N, C. 'l'roopors foll into line. The two com­
in tho war jui;t closod, to gnthor panics to gcthor numbered not 
up r.~: the rc;h1rnecl s,,idicrs ho mol'e thnn forty men, \Ve loft, 
could and como to Holman's tho roncl lending to tho ford and 
l•'ord with nll possible speed. ,vo t.tu·ued up the ri\'Cl' to tho left 
Hont, nnotlrnt· one of our number nnd crossed nt n small Corel on 
t) tho ho,ulq mu•t,01·s of n por- tho fnrm of n Mr. 'l'olbort nn<l 
tion of the lf'edornl nrmy en- then nsconcled a hill to tho vttl­
cnmpecl nem· Loxingt.on, N. C., Icy road rmd dismounted nnd 
to inform them of tho eondition fed our horses nnd op"nocl our 
of things in Wilkes county, and hn.Yor sucks nnd nto bronkfnst 
to nsk them to send nnd l'elim·o in tho yiud of Mr. 'l'olbort. In 
tlw situation ns cnrly ns they his houso n womnn was dying, 
possihly could. \Ve then went who with her husbnnd tho day 
on, l'linching Mol'ln-inn Falls hc•fore wns nppronching the ford 
nhout, sun-sC't, nnd remained inn wngon nncl wns shot by one 
thPl'O till 1wn 1· midnight, nnd of· tho 1·ubhors from tho fort 
then moved slowly nncl cnu- moro than n qunrter of n 1nile 
tiowdy up tho rond lending to distnnt. ,Vhilo hero :Mr. 'l'ol­
Holmons Ford. 'l'ho night wns hrrt snid to us: "You cnn oa~ily 
dnrk, or the nftcr pnl't of it, nnd judgo what my fours qf tlwso 
nlJ t'elt t1wt tho mnrch wns robhera tu·n nnd my fcolings to­
fraught with danger. Coming wnrd them, hut I dnro not sny 
within n mile or loss of the ford, n word. My ndvic.:e to you nll 
a. ,·oice rttng out, sharp nnd is thnt you go bnck homo for 
clrnr: "Hnlt, who comes with thnt force you will not bo 
t1wre?" Col. Sharpo replied: able to tn~o tlwm. 'l'hoy m·c on 
''Mon from Aloxnndct·: \Vho the lookout, for you, and they 
nro · you 'l'' 'l'ho answer cnmC\, hnvo doubtless sent to their 
''Oxford 1!-\ mon from Cnlclwoll sympathizers fur recruits, and 
county. "Advan·co" 'fhis wn~ should they cnpturo yon they 
goocl nMvs to us. \Vo found will surely kill you, 11nd no 
Oxford's men nll sleeping doubt now they nro lying in 
soundly in the woods near tho tho~o thickets' wniting in am­
rond oxcopt two or threo who bush for you, nnd ns soo, as 
w<:ro wn1king the sontinols's you turn the top of thnt hill you 
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nr<i in dnnger of being shut thicket. \Vo felt thnt, nn onumy 
down. \Vo held n counsl'l of wnr. I whom wo could not sco wns 

I 

A few of our brnvor,;t lll<'ll were nhout to drop ·us in our trucks 
in fnyor of going hack nn<l wnit- I in constnnt oxpoctntion of boing 
ing t-ill wo could rally n strong-

1 
shot into onturnity. \Vo woro 

Pl' forco. By n lnrgo mnjol'ity: no,•et· HO conscious of snfety ns 
it wns dcciclcd to go on. AfH\•• · wlwn wo ronclwd thnt hill wlwro 

I 
pnssing tho top of the hill nnd. wn felt thnt in thl' fight wo coul<l 
coming to n littln nnrrow foot-! sco tlw foe. \Vo hnd hcon on 
path loading th1·ough n long thnt, hill only n few minutes 
st1•ptrh of thiC'kc•t nnd old field: whon 0110 of the rohbn1·s wng 
pines, tho Colonul ~nid to nw:: :--f'en len\'ing tho t'ort. nnd going 
"Yon tnko tlwso fivo Jllf'll nnd into tho ffolcl lwlow wlwro s<wr­
follow this pnth till you l'Pnch rnl fi IIP hot·ses wrre g-rnr.ing, Ho 
tho hill yonclor on tho \VPst of ))l·idlcd one of them, nnd whiln 
tlw fo1t hPtwrPn whieh hill nml · bridling the hot·se t.hu wrHPI' 1·1111 
tlw fo1·t run:-. Lrwis F'ork. l◄\wl. dow11 thu hill nhout twenty 
yom· wny enrfully through tho: yn1•ds townrd tlio c1°eC'k (Lowis• 
t hirkN n nd wlu~n you rrnch tho: l•'ork) nncl from n pi1w trro Wll-4 

hill scour it nil on'r nn<l ~t•P · trying to get n shot nt, tho roh­
thnt tlwir i~ no 01w on it.. I wiJI bcr. But thrro h('ing so mnny 
t11kn the compnn_y on hol'i-WS nnd • tl'C'es in the wny he }pd tho hor~o 
stntion tlwm on thr North nncl '. rnpidly nwny lwyond sonw 
l~n~t. of the fort nnd thcH wo thickly timlwre<l lnnd nnd wn~ 
hnyo them i-;m•roundC'd with thn out of :-;ight. In lo.,8 than ffro 
Yn<lkin Rh-er on the South.: minut,;:'\ I lwnrd the gun of ono 
\Vhrn tho mrn lll_'ll ~tnti,nwcl n: of my nwn 011 tho hill top ~nnp. 
gun wit! lw fi1°Nl on the En!-t. I lookptf nnd snw thnt, he wns 
thnt you mny know thnt we nt'C' pointing his gun townrcls tho 
in p1ncr, I took tll4' ti,·o mrn t•t'P<'k lwlow nw. His gun snnpp­
n1\cl wn wont i-;ingle filn 0110 nfter C'<l sPV<\rnl tinws. I know thnt 
nnotlwr. Pxpecti11g ev<\l'Y !-itrp to hn wa~ t 1·ying to shout one of 
lw ~hot down. \VP hrenthC'<l not \Vncl(i's hnncl, hut l could not 

' n ft·Pe ht'Pnth unt.il we J'Pnchc·cl sN~ him. hut. I felt that the mun 
the hill nnd ~courrcl it nl1 o\·ct· wns lwtwccn mo nnd tho crePk. 
nn<l foun_cl no otw 011 it. \Ve. 'flwn I Haw another one of my 
1HHl hPPll 111 mnll\' pln(•rs of dnn-: . . • · 
~<'I' during the 'wnr, but. llP\·er mPn ~hp Ins gun t<~ thb otie 
hnd our courngo lwrn t,•iptf n~ it whose} gun kept snnpprn~, Ho 
wns in this mnreh through that 1·c>nclwcl his hnnd nncl took hold 
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of tho muzzle of tho g911 and 
pu1lt•cl it to him. 

Ho 1·n1sod it to his face and I 
thought I noyei• hcnrd a gun 
ronr louder. Ile shot nt one of 
tho robbers sitting on tho bank 
of tho creek, hut nfr•:,-;utl him. 
Ho pitched forwnrd into t,Jio 
cre<:'k 1u1d rnn it towards tlw 
Yadkin. 'l'he crook was so 
ovl'r hung with under growth 

,thnt we saw no more of him. 
,v c suppol'lcll ho wns then wnt­
chi ng for our nppronch. H ho 
k1ww of om· p1·esenco till fired 
on we ktww not. '!'ho wtu·ning 
he got i-;nved his lif P, for ho did 
not rnturn to tlw fort. Our men 
kept up thing on the house nll 
day 11 nd they rutm·twcl tho fire 
Ht ui--, nnd shot with such nccnr­
ncy t,hn t we hncl to koop n t n 
grcnt clistnnco hnhind trees nnd 
log~. In n ,·ory few minutes 
n ft Pr tho shot WH!i Ji reel n t the 
rohber on t1w Cl'C1Pk hunk one of 
tho m~m from tho cast of tho 
fort fired his gun to let us know 
thnt nll wore stntionod. 'l'hcm 
such n yoll wns raised in the 
fol't, HH we never hcmrd before or 
since. 'l'he most fearful oaths. 
It was moro lilw the howling of 
doyil~, cursing us all<l daring 
us to com•J on ; evidently tryi11g 
to mnko it, n.ppenr th11t they wore 
there in strong forcl'. 

Night cnmo on and it wn8 n 
very dark cloudy night,, Anoth-

er counsel of wnr was hold. 
Somo ndvisocl that in view of 
our small numbers nnd tho pro­
bnbilty of their bringing in ro­
cruits thnt night nncl surround­
ing us, thnt it would bo tho part 
of wisdom to with draw nnd wait 
till wo could rally gJ'ontcr 
forces. Othors ~nicl if wo clid not 
dislodge thom thon thnt they 
would never return for nnothol' 
effort. A mnjority of us declar­
ed that wo could whip all tho re­
cruits thnt might come nml that 
we 11u1i--t stny till tho fort wns 
tn)rnn snying: "Death is prcfor­
nhle to the miserable lifo which 
they arc cnusi11g us to )end, and 
lhrc or die lot u~ stay till the 
work is donu." \Vo stayed. And 
in tho dnrknoss wo constructed 
n now lino of hrenst-worko nenr 
tho fort and kopt on shooting nt 
tho house for some time after 
dnrk. 'l'hc enemy firC'cl no moro 
after it bocnnrn too dark for 
them to see us. \Vo had in our 
Alexnnder company n mun from 
lrctlell county by tho nnmo of 
\Vnllnce Sharpe. He wont by tho 
name of \Vnll Shnrpo. His sta­
tion -was ncnr the spring nnd 
bl1twct'll him nntl the fort and 
,·cry uuar it 8toml the old kitch­
en built of smnll pine log~, co,·­
tWed wit,h hoardr-- nnd it wns very 
old nncl dry. \Vnll Shn rpo, ns 
soon as ho could see si!(ns of np­
pronching dny, pulled off his 
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shoes nnd n•i·y quietly made his could get no further trace of 
wny to tho old kitchen and push- him. Such strides as ho mado 
cd some dry tl'nsh into n crack across t,ho bot.tom, according to 
nnd struck a nrntch and touch- ; his trncks, it did not seem pos-

1 

f'd it nnd then ran bnck to his I sihlo to be mndo by mon. As 
stntion. Soon tho whole kitchen soon ns t.ho others came out thor 

I • 

was nblnzl', and you may be sure I were seized by the soldiers, and 
thnt no fire was over more engor- for n fow minutes it seemed thnt 
ly watched. Very soon tho they would lw torn to piPccs. 
Rp:irks began to fnll on the roof 'l'hcy were in the hands of nwn 
of tho fort. And soon littlol who.so mothers, wives and i-.is­
hlnzcs ~pn1ng up here and there ter~~ t1. ey had insulted. 'l'ho 
on t,ho 1·oof. Our nwn rnisccl n. · whole company was fo1· n litt'.n 
shout for joy. time nn infuriated mob. 'J'lwn 

'rhcn the robfwrs rni;;e<l n fot· tlw first time some of us wero 
yP1l. 'l'he enll for n sm·rotHlei· impressc>d with the fnct that. 
by 01w of our men was henr<l. there is nothing so much to ho 
Th~y nskccl whnt, we would do fl'U.l'Cll as a company of men so 
with them if they snl'l'C'lHlet·- enmged a-, to loose their 
P<.l. \Vn!l Shnrpc replied wHh bends. 
nn onth: "\Vo will kill the lnst MPn were comm.,led to dimh 
one of you." 'rlrny C'HllW out, to tho top of the house nncl ex­
with \Vncln in front. He rnh-e~l tinguish tho firo, so t,hnt suffi­
his hnnd nncl touched his hat n~ ciont. time w.Juld he hacl ton.~­
though he would surrrtuler n ud cnrtnin whnt, wns concealed 
then cltll'ted like nn nrrow down thorei1,. PropPrty of nonrly 
tlw steep hill towards th•" ri\T(H' tWt·ry description wn~ found. 
nnd so on thl'ough tho line, our Mnny f\no dresses nnd ludirs 
men fil'ing !';PYt•ral shots nt him, hats which they hncl taken from 
hut it lwing too dark to soo, not th<· desolutc woman who occu­
a !-llig)e shot hit him. He l'lln piNl the house. Many lino 
across the bottom to the Yntlkin ho1·scs were in tho pasture i1C'Hl' 

river nnd hid trncl<~r the bnnk of hy-abont twenty. 'l'hey WC'ro 

the river. \Vith nil om· senrch- retm·nod to their ownors. Stnkns 
ing we fnilud to find him. Ile hadng been erected for their 
toid some one nfterwnrds thnt <~xocution, thC!y wero told thnt 
Rome of our men rnmu within they m11st die, They heggcd to 
fin~ or six fout of him. \Ve he impl'isunod for life, but we1·0 
tracked him to the l'iYt>l', but told th:,t tlwy must he clisposml 
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of summarily, as they had cle• 
spo:~ed of Clark, Henly, Liniwy 
and Brown. Pa~sing with them 
through tiw yard to t,he place 
of <,xccntion, Colonel Sharpe 
told them that they could ha ye 

a little while to make any pre­
paration for death, ~hould they 
so desire: 'I'hoy hngnn praying 
but their prnyor wns, ''Men 
spare us I'' \Vall Sha1·pc said 
with an oath, "don't pray to 
us. Pray to God. He alone 
can save you.'' Some of tho 
men still burning with mgo be­
gan to ridicule, nnd mock them, 
\Vall Sharpe snid : "Men, we 
hnve givN1 them time to ropcnt, 
and yon shall not botlwr them.'' 

Col. Shnrpo then commanded 
every one to be quiet. All was 
stiil. lfo then turned to me and 
nskcd me to prny for tlwm. l 
r<•plfocl, "Colonel, I en nnot., for 
I ne\'cr had such feelings as I 
now have." I feared to approach 
tho throne of grnce just then 
le:-.t I might come into His prc­
scnco without sinN•rc dc~irc!-i, 
Ro,,. Lmac Oxford, cnptinn of 
tho Cald~vrll company, nni<l to 
me, "Hold my gun nnd I will 
1>1·ny fol' them.,, I took hi~ gun 
nn:l ho thnnkecl God thnt non(l of 
UH were kilied nnd that justice 
had ovcrtnkou them nt Inst, nnd 
th\s was ahont the burden of his 

lJl'avcr which wns not.hin" more 
~ M 

than n thanksgiving. 

"\V c then mo,·cd on to the 
place of execution and bound 
them to stakes. Bi1t before 
they were exocuted. I said "Col­
onel, I feel a desire tu pray for 
them now.'' Hu said he would 
be glad for me to do so. I 
tried to pray for their forgive­
ness and snlYation wiih all the 
earnc~tncH8 of my soul. In a 
moment the comn11d was given 
to fire, nnd they wore in f'terni­
t.y. It may be interesting to re­
lnte in this connection an incid­
ent: In our Alexander company 
wns n young man whose name 
w:1s Ferny Roseman who cot1lcl 
shoot a rifh~ with great nssnran­
cy. He ,,·as a devoted friend 
of J nmes Linney, who was kill­
ed there the Sunday befo1·e. Ile 
had lcn1·ned from one of the rob-• 
hors thnt \Vill Bock was the one 
who killed Linney. They hnd 
(lug n holu into which they had 
thrown Linncy's body nnd cov­
<'l'ed it up. 'I'nking up his body 
it, was seen that the Minnie ball 
hncl enter<'d jui--t above his right 
(•ye. Ro~ema n asked Col. Sharpe 
to muko him ono of tho detail 
to sh~ot Beck. rl'his request wns 
gl'llllted. He said, "Now, I nm 
going t.o hit him just nho,·e the 
eye in the snmc ~pot where ho 
hit my friend Linney. He did 
just, whnt lw snid he would do 
ns though he had gone nn<l 
plact'cl it ther(: with his fingers. 
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'rhc question then came up as to. news of tho victory of York­
what we shc,uld do with the. town. 
house. \Vithout. much cliscnssion / 'fhc next morning before 
it was decided that it should ho· starting to my school I saw com­
burnt down. 'l'horo wero sc,·nrnl ing down tho rond from tho di­
hnrrClls of unsh(lllod ~orn in the rection of li'ort Hamhy twolvo 
upper story of the building 

1 
men on horscbnck. 'fhoy had 

whiuh wns nll thrown out: on hlne uniforms, which nll tho 
through a window, and soon i robbers wore. :My only thought, 
the house was nll in n blaze. : was thnt tlwy were some of tho 

I 
\Vhen tho Hnmes ronchod the· recruits who wore expected nt 
basement the firiug of londcd Fort ,Hnmby nncl thnt they wore 
guns wns liken heavy skirmish. nftor taking nrngt·nnce on nil 
How many guns nnd how much: who hud tnkrn part, 111 the w01·k 
nmmt1nition they had storerl, done tho clny l}('fore, As tlH•Y 
nway W(' were not able to tell.; nppronelrnd the gnto, I was 

\V ndc wns seem by :-;omo ono; boarding in tho homo or Ellis 
in thnt Yicinity not mnny clnys 'Hay1w1-1, Esq., I wont into my 
nfterwnrcls. He snicl }10 lay all : room which was on the fhst 
day under tho hank of the rh·or,. Hoor nnd locked mysplf in nnd 
nnd sonw tinw in the night he: looked to the <"ondition of Su\'('­
cnme otn nnd wnlkncl around: rul guns and pistols which I 
nrnl i-nw whnt hnd heen do1ie '. kept Joadt•cl nil t.ho time, deter­
and thei1 went away. He snicl, mined to sl'll my lifo ns donr ns 
ho should lea vo thnt pnrt of the· pc,ssible. 'fhoy dismounted 
cmrnt.i·y \'<H'Y soon. He has trnY- nnd came in and n:;;kod if tlwy 
er boon scun or hen rd or sin ct>. ; could get, break fast and thC'i

0

r 
011 onr wny hack to Alcxnncl<>r; hot·=-m~ fed• Mr. Haynes t(Jlcl 
county wn nwt Col. Uownn, or

1 
tlll'm thoy could. 'J'l1C•y took 

I 1'<><11-ll county with t,W('lro or: HPHt,s on the front porch and on-
fir . . I l . 1· I . t('Cll rnPn commg to our ass1s-; tore< 111 l\'O y conversnt10n 
tnneo, \\Tp nlso nwt i--onrn of the! with Mr. Haynes, Ot cm1rsc I 
citizens of \Vilkcs county com- 1 was listenina, l1~1·om nll I could 

• I ._, 

ing with wngon londs of pro,·i- l hcnr I bogan to think thnt pol'-
sion~ for us. \Vhen they hen rd: haps they WC'l'e not tho men I 
whnt hnd hPen (101w their joy j Juul tnkcn thmn to be. I walked 
mu~t hnYe bc>en ns gl'Cat ns thnt; out in their mid~t, 'l'hey askml 
which thrilled the hearts of our: me if I knew nnything of a hnncl 
forefnt.h(\rs ,\then they l'<'coivod j of robbers nenr Holmnn 's Ji"ord, 
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in \Vilkcs eonnty. I told them 
I did. 'rhey said also that they 
had heard t,lrnt, the fort hnd 
b1.:,en taken and the bl1 ncl dislog­
t1d and wished to know if it 
weas true. I told them it was 
true. 'rlwy "'ishcd to know if I 
was thm·e and took pnrt in it. I 
told them I was there and took 
part in it. Beiug still uncertain 
as to who they were and what 
their mission mighl ho I deter­
minccl 11ot to tell who else lwlp­
Pcl tnkc it, should they ask me. 
'l'hey then asked me what we 
did unto those robbers I replied 
that wo tied them to stakes and 
shot them. 'J'lw lieutenant, in 
commnnd said: "I nm glad of 
it, for if we had taken tlwm we 
sh Quiel ha re executed them." 
Ho then told us that tho mes-

tains and cnptured the notori­
ous Simmons, who$O name has 
been mentioned in connection 
wit.h that of \V n«le. They took 
him to their encampment near 
Lexington, N. C., and put him 
into the guard house. \\Thile 
plundering and murdering in 
the mountnins he had" supplied 
himself with a good sum of 
golcl ancl silvm· with some of 
which he bribed the sentinel 
and got away, nnd has novtw 
hNm heard from since in those 
pnrts. 

In August, 1865, I was asked 
to open up n school in ,vnkes­
horo and cutel'od upon the work 
the first of September. 'fho 
school hons'J was on a high ridge 
,vest of tho town nearly tt milo 
from the court houso. l boardnl 

sngc which we sent while on om· in the l10mc of Mr.· H. Curtis, 
wny to Fon Hamby hnd 1·ench- nt tho ford of the Yadkin Rh-or 
cd thbi1· hcnd•qtw l'H~rs nnd thnt oh tho rond_lcnding from Wilkes­
they were on their wny to set- boro to Jefferson, in Ashe coun­
tle nll t,hcsc troubl<'s ancl put ty. Jt, was just one mile from 
an t>Hd to all the lnwlPBnoss. It Mr. Curtis's to the court house, 
cnn be truthfu11y said that no and about n quarter o( a mile 
men from ,vhntm·er section e\"·er to the school house. I went to 
cnme into thnt part of our Stntc my boarding pince each day for 
who Wt~1·0 more cordinlJy wel- dinncr,-ns did nlso his son, and 
comed. 'l'hc lieutenant hnd dnughtnr nne.1 n. young Indy who 
thirty-0110 men in his command was bonrding t1wre. 'fho first 
on that trip, hut. two other di- week in Oetobor the first court 
Yisions of them had gono to ot- 1 that hnd bePn held in a long 
Jwr plnc('S for breakfnst. time was in ~es8ion, presided 

SI.M~IONS. o,·er by Judge Anderson Mitch-
'l'lwy went into t,1w monn- ell of StntPsvillC'. Ono day dur-
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ing thnt week, jm,taftcr dinHor, I corps and tolcl his .youngei• son, 
while in the sitting room with Finley, to go into n small room 
the two sons nnd three daugh- in t,hc rear of tho building and 
tcrs of Mr. Curtis and the youug load thosn g11ns us quick as poi,­
l1ttly who was boarding in the I sihlc. l◄"'inley nnd I had them 
family, two men rode up tu the I loaded pcr~rnps in loss thnn five 
gnte nnd into the yard nnd right, minutes. 'fho young man de­
up to the window of tho room in mandihg tho powdol' was still 
which we wcro sitting nnd 0110 in tho-yard on his horse. I took 
asked Judson, the eldest son of my stn nd nt the front window 
~[r. Curtis fo1• powder to lond nnd turned to Mr. Curtis nnd 
his pistol, saying with nn onth said:" I wnnt you to unclcrstnrnl 
that he had just shot nt- n rebel' thnt I propose to kill him if ho 
nnd must have puwder to reload, attempts to conw in." He snid. 
Judson told him he could not :,'l'hnt, is exactly what I want 
get it.. He 1·cpliocl that he would you to do.'' 
then come in and take it. hy force. 'fhe man had dismounted 
Judson then turned to me nncl and wns throwing the bridle rein 
snid, ",vhnt must I do?'' I re- over the lwrso rack. At, this 
plied, do not lot him have it moml]11t, Mr. Curtis's olclc~st 
from now until noon on Uoom 's daughter cnmo to me frant'ic 
lJny, nncl if ]lo nttempts to eome ,vith fenr, hogging me to put, 
in hero wo will kill him." clown the gun nnd let him como 

On two occasions before this in and take whnt he would, sny­
t lw Hnmhy gn ng hu<l entor<.'d ing if we 1·csistPcl some one 
this home nnd rifled every trunk would be killed. I bnde her go 
nnd drawer nnd broken up ful'- to the rear part of the building 
nitttl'(~, nnd tl.Pso two nwn woro whom she would be out, of dnn­
known to he tlwtrsympathizer.-;. gL•I', nnd to go nt once, snying 
HP then rolk• to a 1wgro <'nhin t,hat I would rntlwr die than to 
nPnr hy nnd lenrning where Mr. lire in this wny. FinlC'y hncl 
Cu,·tis wns nt work, gnllopPCl up taken his posit.ion nt, the fl'o11t 
to him, pointing his pi~to! ntldoor, nmlhis fnthcrnttho pn•­
his lwnd. "Gin, me powder to lor window. Seeing thnt wo 
loml my pistol m· 1· wiJl b]ow were nrmecl nnd rundy, he nt 
your hrnins out.'' Mr. Curtis mwu remom,ted, nnd Jcnving tho 
rPplicd : If yon gN powd<>r from other mnn on his hor~e nt tho 
me you will gut it burnt." Ho I gnto, snid to him. '• You rt~mnin 
ca nw into tlw house as pnlc a~ n till I rrtm·n. I will go to town 
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ancl get my crowd and will eome He stopped and said : "Hore is 
hack to get what I want.'' He the place.'' Seeing our increased 
gaJlopped away toward town. I forte and tho advantage we had 
went out to the gate and told in the house t.lwy took his 
the. one remaning to take his horse's bridle and said, "Como 
colilpnnion away as soon as he on, come on," and on they 
ret,urned; that we did not wish went across t,110 ford and clear 
to hurt any one. I-le said to me, out of sight. 'l'hat night the 
"You have guns in that house, Sheriff with a posse of men pm·­
have you not?" Ho was told that sued them and captured the two 
it was ours to know what we first mentioned and carried them 
had. In the meantime we sent before Judge ~Iitchcll, who im­
Judson Curtis down the river posed a fine on each and sent 
through the bottoms to the I them to jail for a term of months. 
court house to inform the Judge ,vhon the J nclgo sentenced the 
nncl Sheriff of what wns going young man to jail he told him 
011, I sent tho two young ladies thnt if ho had persisted in go­
who wore my pupils to the ing into that hou,;.o that ho would 
school house to tell tho young have been killed. In n, few 
men t,lwro and who had been days tho young man sent his 
soldiers in the war to come to mother word to sell his pistols, 
me immediately. They came and saying that he never expected 
I had not more than time to tell to buckle one on again while ho 
them what wns up, before he lived, 'rirny served out their 
with eight or t~n others came t.imo in prbon and both hecnmo 
galloping down the hill with good citizens, ancl so far as I 
their pistols, n11d ns they ap- know they mny ho living today. 
proached the gntc we nll mo,·ecl 'l'his wns tho Inst of tho troubles 
1nto the hocse nncl took our Umt followed the war in all that 
pluccs with our guns. 'l'hoy ·saw section of the State. 
us when they reaclwd tho ga.tP. \V. R. GWALTNEY. 




