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I NTRO-DUCTION. 

VN/ 
ILKES county has been the. scenH of nu1ny 

{4_' historic occurr~nces. From the thn,) r tluit th~ Moravians first made their ap­
pearance ,vithin hei: borders her inhnb­

itants have been tnaking history. by the wholesale. 
During the Revolutionary struggle I dare say t,herf' 

, ,vas not another county throughout the colonies 
that figured so protninently as Wilkes. 

At Kings Mountain, the turning point of tlu~ 
Revolution, about one-half the A1nerican forceA 
,vere from ,vnkes. And gnllantly th~y did their 
country's service until the ene1ny's.co1nmn.nder, ,vho 
swore he had found a place ",vhere God Aln1ighty 
could not drive hitn from,''· lay dead ·upon tho bat­
tle field and his force's either killed or taken prison-, 
ers. And when the Tories and Indians needed at­
tention, ''Cleveland's Devils," as the Tories cn.Jled 
them, were ahvays equal to the occasion, nnd t.herf~ 
always hnd to be so1ne enrnest "cleaning up" on thf1 
part of the 'Tories and Indinns,or so1ne of their par­
.ty would dangle fro1n 1t lbnb. 

In the conflict ·,vith Mexico Wilkes furnished a 
co1npn .. ny ,vhich did valiant service in behalf of the 
Atnerican cause, and our illustrious Colonel Sidney' 
Stokes :wn.s so ad1nir0d by those under his co1n1uu.n<l 
that a beautiful s,vord ,vas presented hitn as a token 
of respect and love. 

And when it can1e to the Civil ,var our record 
stn,n~s without a parallel. S01ne n1en fron1 \VilkeM 
rnade excellent soldiers in the Union ar1ny', but, 
tnost of the men of Wilkes took their stand with 
the Confedorncy. Such leaders tts Gordon, Stokes, 
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Bn,rher, Cowles nnd others, wit.h their brnve subor­
dinates. won tho est.oetn nnd love of the whole Con­
federnt.,:, n r1ny; nn<l tJ1eir t1,chiev1nents on t.h(~ bat.tie 
tlHlrls sHow t.ho display of such courage and brn.very 
U,8 hn,s llPYer bern excelled in the world's history. 

In tlH~ l'(·W<~nt "r~trs \\'iti1 Spnin nnd the Filipino"' 
\\'ilknR soldinrA have sorved with distinction. 

1

· 

It is n hunentn.hl<~ fnct t,hn.t the hist.orv of our 
county hns been so strnngely neglected. ·· Any of 
onr school t.ettchers nnd scholars can tell us nbout. 
the history of Rotne nncl Greece, but fe,v of then1 
know anything of the history of thPir own · county, 
not even the du,te of its f or1nntion. '!'he fu.ir records 
of her enrly f nn1e nre nhnost forgotten. It is the 
purpose of' thiA little book to gat.her snch ft can hH 
obtainHd of these recordR nnd give thon1 to the .peo­
ple, of the count.y in n, shape thn,t they 1nn.y be~ pre­
served, n,nd thu.t' fut.urn generations 1i1ay kncnv of 

• • • n,nd slu!,re 111 the glory of our ttn(}est.ors. It, 1s 1norP 
tluui probn blo thnt I htive nuulo n1isbtkes in record­
ing thesn skHtcheA, hut nJl the avn1ln.hle infor1nu.tio11 
hns been oht.n.ined, nnd every stnte1nent, nccor<ling 
to 1ny vie"r, is ,,,s nen.r correct ns could hf~ nscertnin­
nd. 

'l,he antl1or doeA ~1ot aspire to he an hist.oritu1. 'If, 
in colleeting nnd C')n1piling n.nd co111posing thi.,; 
little book, I shnll• sncceP<l in ''roseuing frotn th,, 
dust of u,ge nr the ohEtel'nting hn.nd of t.i111n" on1yn 
few of t}H-> oventH nnd n, few of t.ho 1u1n108 of old 
ti1ne persons thut ~o churuct.fn·ized our cn11nt,y in 
du.vs gone by, 1ny et1'orts ·will not he in vu.in. It ii-; 
1ny desire thnt the peoplo of . ,rilknH eonnty ~nn,y 
rflnd the pagos of t.hh~ book nnd t herPhy hP pron1pt­
ed to inerense their pntriut,isn1 nnd tnk,, n dPepPr 
intereRt -in ·the hiRtory of their own eou nty. 

Sure➔ly the yonng peopln ,vill htkn nn intere1-1t it, 
reading this hook. If only ~hB you(' hs of Nori Ii 
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Onrolinu and \Vilkes county could got u. foretntde of 
our history, our recordH won.Id not be hid<len in 
darkness hut. our hiAtory would he givHn to . the 
.world, thnt not, only ours:•lvc~s, but all p(~ople nught 
kn(nv of our achievon1ontA nnd profit t.hHrnby. TIH· 
young people ought to be nncournged t.o nnntln.h~ t.h,· 
noble recoi•cl of our worthy n,nceHtors. \Ve nro tolcl 
by Snllust. thu.t Scipio nncl l\iln.xitnus, when looking 
upon the statues· of their ilhu-1trioufi count.rytneu. 
becn .. n.1e violently ngitntHd. He sn,ys, H It eould not, 
he the it1ttni1nate 1narble which possessed thii­
n1ighty po,ver. It was the recollection bf noble ac­
tions \vhich kindled this generous fln1nu in their 
hoso1ns, only to be quenched ,vhen they, too, h.Y 
their achievetnents u.nd virtues, had u.cquired Pqnnl 
reputation." 

"And b~' t.heir light 
Shall every gallant routh with ardor move 
To do hrave deeds.' 

.H'ree fron1 _the shackles of parties and sects l hn,v<~ 
t1:ied to ~ivest mysel~ of all · partinlit1Hs or preju­
dices, and present Wilkes county nnd her sons RH 
Cro111,vell ,vould have Lely to paint. his ,portrait : 
''True, as it is." · Nothing hns been omit,ted fron1 
personal 111otives, nor have I neglected to expres8 
n1y vio,vs and opinions of any 111an or event sketch­
Hd in this book been use of party affiliations or· see• 
t.arian principles .. 

w1:llr.esboro, :t{. 0., 
Deo. 12, 1901. 





HISTORlOAij SKETCHES OF WILKES 
COUNTY. 

FORMA1'ION. 
WILKES count.y ,vas formed from Surry county in 

1777, and ,vas named in honor of John Wilkes, a. 
distinguished English states1nan and 1nen1ber of 
Parlian1ent. He ,vas ejected by the Ministerial par­
ty fro1n Parl:iament on n.ccount. of his li_beral polit­
ical views; and as often ,vas returned by the :people. 
He died in 1797. 

The county is situated in the north-western pa.rt1 
of North Carolina, and is bounded on the north by 
the Blue Ridge, which separates it fro1n Ashe and 
Alleghany counties; on the east by Surry and Y ad­
kin counties; on the south by Iredell and '.Alexan­
der counties, and on the west by Caldwell arid W a­
tauga counties. The larger portion of the count,y 
lies between two great mountain ranges nnd the 
Yadkin river flows between, thus forn1ing a valley 
of unexcelled fertility and picturesque baauty. 
Besides the Yadkin there are Mitchell's, Roaring 
and Reddies rivers and nu1nerous large creeks in the 
county. These rise in the 1nountains and flo,v into 
the Yadkin, running sometimes through .brou.d and 
fertile botto1ns and Ron1etimes Jeaping over rocks 
n:ncl breaking through ridges, thus affording iin­
mense water power and delightful scenery. 

Wilkesboro, the capital; is a beautiful town of 
nbout, 800 popula.tion, situated on the south lJank of 
the Yadkin near t.he center of the county. It was 
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founded in 1778 by John Pa,rks, John Bartoa, Cleo. 
Gordon, Fra,ncis Hitrdgrnve, Ro,vhind Judd, George 
M:)rris u.nd John ,vitherspoon, ,vho were appointed 
by tho Genera.I Asse1nbly to select a county sea,t for 
\Vilk,1s couhty. It is about 175 n1iles north-west of 
R tleigh. 

ThH conunittee appointed by the General Assen1-
bly to survey the dividing line bet,veen ,vilkes and 
Surry 1nade the follo,ving report of their ,vorlc 
which is the first paper recorded in the cou'nt.y 
records: 

Wilkes Co11nty Line, &c. 
'' A retn1·11 of the proceedings of the corrunission­

ors ,vho "'ere appointed to run the dividing line be­
bveen the counties of Surry and " 7ilkes, to ,vit: , 

"Beginning on Ro,van county line about half n 
1nile belo,v Daniel Rash 's at a ,vhite oak stnnding in 
the head of a' branch of Hunting creek, thence north 
crossii1g the Mulberry Field road about hnJf a n1il£' 
below Hu.1nlin 's old store house, thence through 
~olo1non Sparks' , planfattion, .leaving the said 
Sparks' ho1ne in Surzy county, thence crossing the 
Brushy ·1nountain at the head of the north fork of 
Swan creek, then crossing the Yadkin river a little 
b~lo·w Capt. Parks' and 'through the lo,ver end of 
Cu.rroll 's plantation on the north side of said river, 
thence crossing the Big Elkin at the Long Shoals, 
thence crossing the south fork of Mitchell's river n­
hout ha.If a 1nilo above Bigg's road, thence crossing 
Mitchell's river a little below John Scott's, crossing 
the top of the Poiney Knob to the 1na.in ridge of 
1noun tains about two 1niles west of Fisher Peak, 
.thence to the Virginj.a line; being run exactly 2f> 
1niles ,vest of Sttrry court house, agreeable to act. of 
AARHtnbly, by Robt. La~1iet; ~ 

Henry Speer, CommisRioners . 
• Joseph Herndon." ., 
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Fro111 the best infor1nation, the county of \\tilkeR 
originu,lly e1nbrnced all the territory included in thP. 
follo,ving bounda.ry lines: Beginning at the whit.P 
on.k mentioned ns t.he stnrti6g point in t.he a.hove re­
port nnd running west to t.he ~fis~issippi riv~r, thon 
north with said ·river to the Virginia line ( now t.hP 
l{entuoky line), then en.st witl\ sn.id Virginia line to 
the north-west corner of Surry conrity, then south 
,vith the Surry county linn-as given in the tt.l>ov,) 
roport-to the beginning. \Vhen the county ,vn.R 
for1ned it included all of the counties of Ashe, Alle­
ghany, Watnugn and ~Iitchell, and a portion of th(l 
counties of Iredell, AJexander, (the line ran a lniit1 
or Ro south of ,vhere Taylorsville now stands) Cn1d­
,vell, Burke n.nd Yanoy, and probnbly otherR, nnd 
alRo a large portion of Tennesse. In ,vhat is now 
Tennessee ther~ \\rere local governtncnts orgnniied. 
hut they were ·hardly recog1~ize~ as counties by thP 
St.ate govern1nent. The districts of \Vnshington. 
\V~tangn and Greene ,vere ·organized ,vithin the bor­
ders of '\'ilkes and later ,vere ad111itted ns conntie~ 
to the Sate of Franklin, but until Tennessee ,vas 01·­

gn.ntzed \Vilkes county w11,s the legal division of' n.11 
the territory included in the borders of the cqunty. 

Wilkes is not near so lnrge -no,v. She hns givPn 
up her territory nnd other counties have grcnvn ont 
of her. Like a veneru.ble n1other she now neAth~~ 
hAtween the Brushies and the Blue Ridge with her 
dnughterH Rettled a.round her. \Ve look upon tht~ 
n1endcnvs of the counties beyond the Blue R.idge, thP 
broad botto1ns of the Yndkin in Ca.Id,vell, n.nd 011 

hoyond the S1nokies "·e see a section well developed 
nnd prosperous. CitieA hnve sprung- up; . rnilronds 
hn.ve been built, and 1nines that produce 1nillionR of 
doilnrs worth of coal, iron, n1ica, copper, etc., hnvP 
been developed.' 1'hey nre nll the offspring of thP 
old n1other eon nty. ,v e look upon t.hetn t.o-dny n ncl 
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bid then1 God speed in their ,narch of progress. 

EARLY SJijTTLERS. 

ONE hundred nrid seventy-five years ago \Vilkes 
county hH,cl never been trod by the feet of Anglo­
Saxons. All this vast country ,vas inhabited only 
by savn,ge India.us and the ,vjld beasts of the forest. 
Ho,v Ii ttle did the Indian think that in a short tiiue 
he ,vould be driven fron1 his model hunting ground 
by the ,vhites, ,vho ,vould clear away the giant trees 
of the forest and the dense jungles in the s,van1ps 
along the bnnks of the Yadkin and other stren1ns 
and cultivate the lands that ,v.ere the home of the 
deer, elk, bear, ,vildcat, fox and other ,vilcl animals·. 
But the goodly lands of this section were not 'in­
tended to be ahvays inhabited by savages and -wild 
animals. A nobler race of people needed the terri­
tory in which to live and build homes and churches 
and schools. 

Tradition tells us · that the swamps along the 
Yadkin were the scene of many hard · fought battles 
between different Indian tribes before the whites 
made their appearance in this section. There is 
~ood evidence to sustain this tradition. · Indiu,n w·n.r 
implements, such as arrow flints, 'to1nahn,vks~ etc .. 
have been found in large nutnbers since the lands 
have been clear~d. Also many Indian skeletons 
have been found. The jungles along the streams 
furnished excellend hiding place~ for the snvnges who 
would conceal the1nselves a,nd lny in ,yait fort.he 
whites, and so the swamps ,vero also the scene of 
many fights between the Indians und the-· whites. 
The freshets in the spring of 1001 unet1rthed severn.1 
skeletons; minie balls ,vere also found after the 
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freshet. 

Just when the first ,vhite settlers can1e to what it-, 
no,v ,vilkes county is not known. As early as 1740 
the crack o.f the ,vhite ma.n's rifle had. brought the 
timid deer to the ground a:nd frightened the other 
animals of the forest. Governor R.owan ,vrote that, 
"In the year 1746, I ,vas in the territory fro1n th(l 
Saxapaha,v ( no,v. Hn,v river) to t.he mou~tu.ins, n~d . 
there were not above one• hundred · fighting men 111 

all that back count:·y. '' According to the Colonial 
Records there ,vere, 1n 1749, only three hundred 
taxable men in North Carolina ,vest of Ha,v river. 

About the year 1750 three strea1ns of imigrants 
began to pour into this section of the State-ontl 
from south:-eastern Pennsylvania, one from easteru 
North Carolina, and one fro1n South Carolina. But 
most of the settlers coming within the present bor­
ders of ~'ilkes county came from eastern North 
Carolina. A1nong them may be mentioned the 
Stokes, Greenes, Mitchells, Wellbornes, Browns an<l 
others. Most of these were of English descent. 

The Moravians ·were probably the first ,vhites tp 
explore the upper Yadkin valley, but fe"', if any, of 
them became permanent settlers. They came, sur­
veyed some land, made some exploration and re­
turned to the Moravian settlements about Salem. 

Different motives prompted the first settlers to 
come here. Some came seeking religious freedom 
which ,vas not accorded them by the provincial ·goy­
ernn1ent. Others grasped the opportunity to come 
and take up the lands, while others came, probably 
to gratify tl1eir desire for a frontier life. · 

.The desire for absolute freedotn from :British rule 
was spreading all over the colony, n.nd it?- this sec­
tion, remote from the seat o( the provincial govern- . 
ment, the inhabitants could exe·L"cise 1nore freedom 
than other settlers ,vhu were in ·Jloser proxhnity to 

i 
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the British agents. Th.us it ,vas that such 1nen as 
Colonel Cleveland, General Lenoir and others were 
ready to n1ake their 1nark when the struggle can1e 
on. 1'hey c}lerished the thought of independence 
and kept adding fuel to the flame. 

The early settlers found certain sections clear of 
tiinber. The places where Wilkesboro and North 
Wilkesb~ro now stand ,vere an1ong these sections. 
The early settlers supposed that the Indians had 
cleared away the timber, but it is my opinion that. 
the natural state of the land in these sections at 
that tin1e was barren of trees. There are certain 
sections in the ,vestern part of the State yet ,vhere 
trees will not gro,v. A1nong them may be mention­
ed the Elk Gardens on White Top mountain and 
several places along the Blue Ridge. There is a 
small mountain in Trap Hill township called Gras­
sy Knob that used to be barren of trees. J. Addison 
Spencer, in a recent letter, said that, "In 1854 my 
father moved fro1n Randolph to Wilkes county and 
s_ettled on the Elkin near the foot of the Blue Ridge, 
between t,vo knobs kno,vn as Wellsey and Grassy 
Knobs, in the McCann, neighborhood. The oldest 
man· in that section at that time was James lfoCann, 
ancestor of the McCann generation. He was then 
about go years old and ,vas one of the first settlers. 
I have heard hitn say that when he was young Gras­
sy Knob had nothing but grass on it, fro1n ,vhich it, 
derived its na1ne, and that he had seen large herds 
of deer grazing on it. It is now and \\rns forty-fivH 
years ago heavily timbered. 

The Cherokee Indians ,vere quite numerous in 
those days, and where North Wilkesboro no,v standA 
seemed to be their capitnl villnge. Here the Indi­
ans held their annual corn dance➔, ,vhich was their 
festival of harvest. There they reeled n nd frenzied 
and made merry for days and weoks. In t.hn bot-
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toms along Yadkin and Reddies rivers, which were 
then heavily timbered with stately cedars, were 
hundreds of Indian wigwams. 

On the hill where Gus Finley lived and died was 
erected by the early settlers a kind of fort known as 
the "Black House." Here the whites, when attack­
ed by the Indians, would flee for refuge. '}'hey 
could spy the approaching enemy in every direction 
and bring him down with their deadly rifles before 

' .. 
he could get close enough to do any 1nj nry to the 
whites. This house, or fort, seems to have been 
burnt by the Indians, but another was built on the 
same spot. The last one was called the '' Red 
House." How long the ''Red House" stood or how 
it was destroyed is not known, But it is probable 
that before it was destroyed the savages had been 
driven from the Valley of t,he Yadkin and it was no· 
longer needed as a fort for protection from the at­
tacks of the Indians. 

The early settlers had to go nearly two hundred 
mil~s to Cross Creek to get salt, sugar, iron and 
other necessit,ies that thAy could not produce here. 
The women of those days were more industrious 
tha.n the bon tons of the elite of society that we 
have with ue to-day pretending to, be wives and 
htothera. They would work in the fields all day, 
and at· night they had the cotton to seed, flax to 
sp!n, 'carding, weavi~g, knitting and many other 
things to do. The n1eale had to be prepared too~ 
but it required only a short time to do that; the 
principal articles of food were '-'hog and hominy,'' 
and such other articles as could be produced on thll 
plantation. Coffee and tea were rareties. Tete. 
made from epicewood twigs, 8&8safras roots and sage 
lea.ies and "coffee" n1ade of parched corn or rye 
was oolntuonly used. , 

In the spring of the year all the stock was belled 
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n,nd turned loose in the woods to shift for them­
~elves. Troughs were hewn in logs ,vhere the stoo~ 
was salted about twice a ,veek. These troughs· were 
eH,lled '\salt licks." J.n those days there was a kind 
of wild pea vine that grew abundantly in the ,voods 
1tnd the stock would graze upon these pea vines and 
do ,vell until cold weather. These wild pea vines 
eeased to grow about fifty years ago. , 

There is quite a contrMt in society then and now. 
[n those days the dwellings usually consisted of t,v<> 
log .houses-the kitchen and the '' big house,'' and 
?c~n.sionallr, the "big house" ~a~ ''up stairs." The 
"'big house ' was the parlor, s1tt1ng room and bed 
room cornbined. There was no organ nor piano, but 
the fiddle, banjo, flute and fife wer.e the musical in­
~truinents in those days. Courting was carried on 
in those days, you bet, but.the bon tons of to-day 
w:ouldn'.t have recognized the style in those · days. 
There were no drives in costly vehicles nor expensive· 
bridal tours. When the distance to be traveled was 
too far to walk they rode on horseback. Bride and 
groom or beau and sweetheart would both ride ·the 
sa1ue horse and hie away over the rough roads aA 
1nerrily as the mated sparrows fly about their . neat.. 
The oourting at home · was done in· the. "big 
house'' in the corner by the fl.re while the old .folks 
were in bed and pretendedly· asleep in the baok end 
of the room. Corn shu.ckinge1, quiltings, eto., · were 
great social events. At night after the. :work waH 
eon1plete, the neighborhood fiddler came in and the 
run. began. · U11til an hour or two before clay b~th 
old a,nd young, male and female, would dance and 
skip and .play keeping step with the music . all tho 
while. Everybody believed in helping his,neighborA 
do·,their work and in t'1rn his neighbors would help 
hitn. 'rhe whole community would enga,ge in shuck .. 
ing eorn,et.c., and keep moving·.-about until every 
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1nan's ,vork was done, keeping up the frolicks every 
1¥ght. ,vhen a man killed a hog or a yearling he 
would' divide with his neighbors who would repay 
when butchering day came with them. .. 

The principal sports· among the men were hunting 
and· horse racing, and in later years, mustering. 
In those days there was no tax on "grog," as they 
called it, and from all information it was freely 
used. . 

It is peculiarly interesting to study the habits and 
cuato1ns of our fore fathers ,vho first inhabited this 
country; think of them chasing the deer, elk. bear 
and other game ; their conflicts with the Indians ; 
the every day association with such pioneers as 
Daniel Boone and Benjamine Cleveland. But tbe 
frontier life is a thing of the past; the pioneers have 
long since passed away, .and all that is left is the 
county which they founded and nurtured in its in­
fancy. Let us honor them by keeping -the records 
of our county spotless and clean. 

THE· MORA VIANS· IN WILKES. -

LORD Granville was one of the eight Lords Propri~ 
etors of North Carolina. He did not sell his inter­
est 1n the 1anda of North Carolina back to the King 
of England as did the other seven Lords. Proprietors. 
In, 1752 he granted ten thousand acres of land to the 
Moravians, who surveyed a part of the ten thousand 
ncres-8778 aores-withiri the present borders of the 
<~ounty of Wilkes. Two sur\Yeys were made, known 
.as the upper and lower Moravian surveys. The 
lower survey included the site of Wilkesboro uud 
oxtended down the river to Blair's island, and up 
t.he river about, a mile above N<>rth Wilkesboro 
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crossing the riv,:r and running on the no1·th side, 
then again crfJssing the river between the Hackett. 
and Stokes fnrm, leaving the latter out of the sui♦-
vey. ''fhe line crossed the Wilkesboro and Moravian 
b"'alls road near TNhere R. C. Lowe now lives, and 
ran out near Oakwoods and back to the beginning. 
The upper survey included the sections about Mo­
ravian Falls and Goshen. The exact lines of either 
~urvey can not no,v he locuted. 
· It is said that the Moravians intended to include 
in t,heir survey the bottoms on the north side of tlu~­
Y adkin about where North Wilkesboro no,v stands~ 
but when the surveyors came to tha heights on tht~ 
south side of the river and looked over and saw so 
1nany-smokes rising from Indian wigwams they con­
cluded it would be best to leave the savages unmo­
lested, so they went a mile further up the river be­
f~re crossing. 

It is said that the Moravians were in search of 
potter's clay, and failing to find it in desirablH 
quantities, they failed to pay Lord Granville for thP 
land. . 

Lord Granville afterwards sold the lands that the 
}loravians had surveyed to a man in Ireland named 
Cassart. His son, Christian Frederick Cassart..~ 
~old the lands, by power of attorney, to Hugh Mont­
gomery, of Sa.Iisbury. Montgomery made a deed of 
trust to Jatnes Kerrt David Nesbit and John Brown, 
who were to divide the lands to his daughters, Ra­
ebel and Rebecca. naohel married Gov. Montford 
8tokes and Rebecca married General Jan1es \\'ell­
born. 



'OF WJJ.,KEB COUNTY. 11. 

FIRST COUNTY Oli,FICERS. 

WILKES county was formed in 1777, but it was 
not organized until in the spring of the next, year. 
Follo,ving iR a list of the first count,y officers, who 
took charge of the affairs of the new couht.y on the 
2nd day of March, 1778: 

Sheriff, Richard Allen. 
Treasurer, Richard Alle11. 
Entry Taker, Benjamih Herndon. 
Surveyor, Joe Herndon. 
Register, ,John Brown. 
Ranger, John Bro,vn. 
Coronor, Chn,rley Gordon~ 
Clerk County Court, William Lenoir. 
Representatives, Benja1nin Cleveland and ~Jlishn 

Isaacs. 

BENJAMIN CLEVEI,AND. 

Ancestry. 

A STORY has it thn.t a beauty in the- t.ime of 
Charles the First nn,med Elizabet.h Clevelnnd, n 
daughter of an officer of the pa.lace of Ha1npton 
Court, attracted the attention of her sovereign, and 
itn a1nour ·was the result. When Oliver Cro1nwell 
becan1e the rising star of the empire the snmP 
<.'har1ns won his sympnthies, and a son was born unt() 
them. 1.'he mother retired fron1 public gaze a.nd 
t-iubseqnently n1arried a 1nan ·na.1~1ed Bridge. Wben 
this illigitin1a.te son grew u~l he took his mother'~ 
nu,n1e and was t,he reputr-d u:, t.hor of a book, ~' The 
L(fe and Adventures of. ~{f·. Oro1nivell, .. Vatural 
l,on of Oliver Oromwett, ✓ ' published n.fter hiA 
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death by consent of his son, first in 1781, a second 
edition, with a French translation in 1741, and yet, 
another edition in 1760. 

Whether or not Benja1nin Cleveland descended 
from this man and from Oliver Cromwell is a mat­
ter of conjecture. But ,vhether or not the story is a. 
romance or records a series of facts it is novertheless 
true that Colonel Cleveland had a copy of the book 
and claimed in this way to have descended from tho 
illustrious Oliver Cron1well. Others of the Cleve­
land fa mil v made the same claim. 

The Clevelands derive their name from a 
tract of country in the north Riding of Yorkshire, 
England, still called Cleveland. 

John Cleveland was ,)ne of the early imigrants to 
Virginia. He settled on the since famous Bn11 Run, 
and his occupation was that of house-joiner. His 
son, Benjamin Cleveland, the subject of this sketch. 
was born there on the 26th of May, 1788; ancl ,vhile 
yet very young his father moved some sixty miles to 
the south-west, locating in a border settlement on 
Blue Run, some six or eight miles above its junction 
with the Rapidan, near the line of Albemarl. 

Boyhood. 
When little Benjamin ~as about t,velve years old. 

some drunken ro,vdies came to Cleveland's home 
one day when both parents were away from home. 
The rowdies comn1enced throwing the stools in the 
fire, when little Ben snatched his father's riflle from 
the racks and simply said, ''gentlemen do you seP 
this?" They saw the gun and the determined atti­
tude of the -youth, which led them to think discre­
tion the better part of valor, when one of the party 
said to his fellows: ''We'd better be off; ,ve don't 
know what this excited child might do.'' So little 
Ben's conduct caused the ro,vdies to leave. 
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Young Cleveland did not ,"fancy" 'farm life, but, 
like Daniel Boone, he preferred a dog and gun and 
the forest. He spent much of his time,from early 
youth in the wilderness, securing pelts and furs 
which found a ready n1a.rk0t. Fire-hunting at that 
day was a very common and popular mode of en ... 
trapping the deer in ,varm ,veather, when they re­
paired to certain localities at night in shu.llol\' 
streams, where they could find food suiting their 
taste. The 'torch lights of the hunters would so daz­
zle the attention of the deer -~hat he would 1tand in 
a1nazement watching the strange light, ·wnile the 
hunter had only to blaze away at its glaring eyes 
and bring it down. 

There was an old Dutchman in that region who 
had a good stand for fire-hunting, and young Cleve­
land wanted it himself. One day he peeled son1e 
bark off a tree and placed it in the water to resem­
ble a deer. At, night he concealed himself nearby 
where he could watch operations. In due time the 
Dutchman made his appearance-fl.red up,>n the 
supposed deer without bringing him down ; he re­
peated his shot but still the deer remained unmoved. 
The Dutchman became alarmed and exclaimed, "It's 
de duy-vil," and at once abandoned that hunting 
ground. Young CJeveland chuckled not ,a little over 
the success of his stratagem. 

Olevp,land Marries. 
At length young Clevelrnd , married Miss Mary 

Graves, in Orange county, whose father was quite _ 
wealthy. But his marriage did not reform his wild 
and reckless habits. He still loved gaming, horse­
racing, and the wild frolicking conunon in frontier 
life. In company with Joseph Martin-afterwards 
General Mart1n~he put in a field of wheat on Pig 
river. a~out the year 1767; where he settled some 

• 
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four yen,r~ before j biLt they · ,vere ·t,oo __ indolent to 
fence lt=t>roperly. \Vhe:n1 hn.rvest, tin1e ca1ne thei·e 
waR ··sd1nethihg of tt _crop.··. :As, ,vas the ; -custo1n 1tt 
tlntt •tifn.e; thet· invitbd the'ir· fitiends to join the111 in 
c1.ltt~rig•·f.lie graii1; f<>r ,vhich: OCCfision 

1

8~1ll0 liquor 
and ~ fi~dler ,ver.e provi~h~d, n,nd n good• ti111e ,vas. 
nec_essn:ry'l~ef?re· ·~1_1t~ring UJ)<}ll th~ ·,vork, ,vhich end­
ed 1n n, dehiiuch, and the grn.111 ,vns never l11lrvestod. 
· · 'frnditioh tells UR t.hat, Cleveln.nd took nn nct.ive 

pnrt it1 -~11:e French nnd Jndin.n ,vnrs, but the fnets 
are lost t6 history. . No cl'oit bt he · ,va.s · init,inte<l into 
the n1jlij,ary Aetvice in that:· bordei· co11flict,, which 
pi•oved a t:rn.inii1g ~chool for his H.evohtt.ionnry ca .... 
rear. 

Cleveland l,fn?J(~S to J,Vilkes. 
In ordet t6 .break a,vay fi-ofn reckless habits n,nd 

old associations; Clevelnnd, about · 1709, ren1oved, 
witl1 his 'fitther-in-law nnd f an1ily, to N oi•t,h On,roli­
n·a· a:nd1 s.~ttled on the "'aters of Roaring river, theh 
in Ro,vari, later Surry, a-nrl a fe~ yen.re Inter \VilkeR 
county. · · Here Cleveland rn..ised stock and devoted 
much of hi,s time to hunting. . Some tin1~ ln.ter he 
located '<>ii the noted tract, oh th~ noiiih bn,nk of t,he 
Yadkin, near Rondfl.', whe1·e Dr. J'ames Flioke1·sdn 
no·w '.re.sides, known as tl1e .''Round About/~ tnking 
its na111e frotn the hor8e-shoe shtt.pH of the lnnd, 
nearly surrounded by the river. · 

Olevela1id' s K~n.t1.1,ck11 Exper•1:ence. 
Daniel Boone, on ·one of ·hi's visits fron1 t{ent,11cky, 

gave ·su9h a ohitrtnin_g dascrit>t,ion of th<➔ '' Dn,rk nnd 
Blood~ Oround"-tluit land ·of on.no nnd pea vineR, 
aboutldi-t1g wit,h <l<~r.t· n.n·d buffnloes-itR w:fld chartus, 
its ·ric:h ·soil-, and it.ti tee1ning gnn1e-thn,t Cleveland 
could not re~ist tho t.en1ptn.t,ion. In t.he ·sn1nmer 6f 
about 1772, in col'npnny with ,JesAu ,v,,.lt6n, .Jeaee 



·oF· WILKES ·-CO:ONTY. 15, 
·Bond, Edward Rice ttud-Willi.u,in H·ightower, :h'e set 
out to visit tJie hunting grounds .6f Kentucky. When 
they had ·safely passed· Cu1nberland Gap, and. enter­
ed itpoil the borders of the ·fa111ous ·-Kentucky, with 
cheerful hopes ancl glowing prospects; they "rere un~ 
()xpectecUy n1et and }llundered by a band 'of . Chero­
keeA, ,vho relieved the111: of t.heit gunst horsest•· peltry 
nnd nll that they possessed even · to their hats·· and 
shoes. An old, sorry shot gun ,vas· -gi:ven in tt1rn, 
with t,wo loaqs of powder and ~hot, _when they ,vere 
threntningly ordere<l to leave the ti1dian hunting 
grounds. 'l,here ,vas no.thi~1g. else . they·· Qould do. 
On their way hotne they. kept thef r ~nuinition as 
.Jong as possil)le; with one load they killed a s1nall 
deer-the othe:r; ,vas spent witho.ut •.effect •. They 
-were so fortlUutt~ ns .to ciit@h · n. broken-winged wild 
.goose, and n,t last had to Jdll their faithful . little 
-h un t.ing dog. In after yea;re .Oleveland said that 
-this dog, owing to the cirou1natnnce~, ·was the s"reet-
.est 1n~at he evt3r nte. '\Vith this sc~nty supply, an~l 
a few berriea, they 1na.naged t,q Jlold · out till they 
l'eached the settlen1entf3, but in a neatly . faµ1ish~d 
condition . 

. Several 1nonth~ ~ft~rwarda Olev~land1.with a pa,rty 
of· ohosen i:nen wended hi~ Wl},Y to the . Cherokee 
t9_y,·ns, cletei:1nined to· r.eo,over th~, horses ~ th~t. htj,~ 
.l;J~en ta.Jcen fro1n hitn and his rw~oqiUit.es. Clevel&nd 
applie;l to a noted Cherokee oht\~f, known as·. Big 
.J3ear, who told hfn1 that tha I~dfans who had . his 
horses would be likely to kill ltim nis soqn • ae ~hey 
.~honld learn the obj Bet of bi~ visit. Big Bear: sent 
t\n escort with 01Hvelu-nd to ~~vert\l towlls to aid him 
in recqveripg his property~ Jle sucpe~ded. witho~t. 
-1nuch dificuJty ex~ept in the lMt pla~q. The ~µqi .. 
4\J1. lu1,ving t.he hor~~ ehqwed flgb,t, ra1s(:ld his .tcnn'DJ.a• 
hnwk, t\nd Clf:lyeland o.oclted .llis rifle, whell l1is 
friendly escort interrupted, and saved his red broth-
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er from a fatal shot by throwing him to the ground ; 
but not before he had hurled his battle-axe at hin 
antagonist, which did no other harm than cutting 
R.,vay the boeo1n of Cleveland's ht1nting shirt. Then 
Cleveland, at the instance of the India.n guide, 
mounted the horse ,vhich was at hand and ,vas riding 
it.way when the enraged Indian fired at him wound­
ing the horse but not severely; and Cleveland and 
party returned with their horses in triumph. 

Some Hunting Experiences. 

Reuben Stringer was a noted woodsman of the 
upper Yadkin Valley, and was often Cleveland's as~ 
sociate in his hunting adventures. They took an 
elk hunt together, in the month of August, when 
these animals were in their prime. The elks were 
large and very wild, and gradually retired befortt 
the advancing settlements. A few years before the 
Revolutionary war they were yet to be. found at the 
foot of the mountain ranges on the head waters of 
N •lW river. Pursuing a wounded elk, Cleveland in 
&ttemptipg io intercept him ~ta rocky point of the 
river, where he expected the elk to cross the stream, 
found himself surrounded by a large number of rat­
tlesnakes, coiled, hissing, ·an~ feadully sounding 
th9ir alarm rattles on every hand. From this dan­
Jerous dilemma his only deliverance seemed to be an 
instantaneous plunge into the' river, which he made 
without a moment's hesitation, and thus. probably 
escaped a horrible death. 

One·day: w~ile Stringer was busy in preparing a 
ftre to cook some of their wild meat for a repast, 
Clevela,nd spread hie blanket on the ground under a, 
"large oak and lay down to rest himself and soon 
fell asleep. In a few moments he suddenly •&woke 
in a startled condition-why, he could not tell-
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and, casting his eyes into the tr~etope above, he saw 
a lar~e limb, directly over him, ·nearly broken off; 
hanging only by a slight splinter to the parent tree. 
He said to his companion, pointing at the limb: 
"Look, Reubin; and see what an ugly thing we have 
camped under I" "It has, indeed, an ugly appear-­
ance," replied Reubin, "but since it has apparantly 
hung a great while in that condition, it may likely 
do so a good while longer.'' ''Ah," said Cleveland, 
''as long as it has hung there, there is a time for.it 
to co1ne down, and I will not be in the way of dan­
ger,'' and gathered up his blanket to spread it in a 
safer place. As he was passing the fire he heard a. 
crack above-the splinter had broken and the limb 
can1e tumbling pown directly upon the ground 
where Cleveland but a moment before had lain. 
They pulled ov'3r the limb and found that its prongs 
had penetrated into the earth to the depth of four­
teen inches. Stringer congratulated his comrade on 
his fortunate awaking and removal, "for,'' he add ... 
ed, "in one minute more, you would have been in­
evitably killed.'' '' Ah Reuhin,'' said Cleveland, 
'' I al ways told you that no man would die till his 
appointed time; and whfln it coµies there can be no 
possible escape.'' 

H1:, War Record Begins. 
In 1775, when Cleveland'• neighbors and friends 

had occasion to go to Cross Creek to sell their aur­
pl us products and buy salt, iron, sugar and . other 
necessaries, they were compelled, before they were 
permitted to buy or sell, to take the oath of allegi­
ance to tho King. When Cleveland. heard of these 
trrannical acts, and attempts to forestall the .poli­
t10s of tlfe people, he swore roundly that he would 
like nothing better than to dislodge those Scotch 
scoundrels at Crou Creek. Soon an opportunity 
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,vn8 giv•~ll hitn. In F<1brna,ry 1776, the , ·rfigfJinncl 
rrurh~:--1 of t;l,i-t,t locn,li f,y l"H,iiied the Hritdsh shuHL_trd. 
when C.tptidn Cloveli\Bd n:i\l-l~chefl down ft·on1. the­
lll'Htnt:dns wit.h 'n, pn.rt,y of voiu~1t,eer 1~iflc➔ n1en.; nnd. 
tradition hn.s it tluit hn ren.checl t.he front in tin1e to 
Rhare .in tlu~ figh_t, n,nd in t,ho snppres~iot} of. 't,he rn.-· 
yolt. Ito Rcoured tho eountry in the region of \Vnke 
~"orest, cn,pturi,ng se➔ verit.l onthiws, son1e of ,~rho1n· he 
hnug t.o treos in the ,voods; one of ,vhon1 wns· On.pt . 
. Jn,cksou; who ,vnR oxecnt~d ,vithin hnlf a 1uile of. 
H.anson1 Sontherln.nd '.s ho1noste~d, whose hoqses nnd 
1norchn.ndiso .Jackson had caused to be In.id in. nshes· 
n, .few <1,tys after the bnttle of ~ioore 's Creek 13ridgo. 
~•I don't recollect,'' ~nid Qolonel Southerland in the 
,..V; C. University 1lf agazine for S0pten1bor, 1854, 
'•'n.ftnr Cleveland hn,d done with the~Il, to have heard 
rnuch. n1orc of thoRe wretobes during the ,var." 

In { 776, ,vhon the Ch11rokeea were -inveigled ~~1to 
hostilit;ies by the British, Captu.i~ Clevelaqd wit,h n 
,~0111pany of n1oi,ntaiqeers n)itrohed ii)to. tho Indian 
torritory ~1,nd lnid ,va~te their vilages n,nd orops, a:nd 
t,he hostile Incli.ans h~d to sue fi>r peace. 

Flrst Senator frofn Wilkes. 
\Vhen the 13ritish invaded Georgin, in 1778 Colonel 

Cleveland and his regin1ent fro'n1 Western N. C . 
. ~erved ,vith distinction nuder General l?utherford. 
Returi1ing fro1n this service, in 1770, he waa chosen 

-t.o represent Wilkos oounty in the St1ite Sennt.e, be;-­
ing the first Senn,tor fro1:µ the county. The year 
previ~HUi he and ~)lisha Isaacs. were chosen to repre­
Heht th~ ~ounty ~n tho ~ouse of Representu.tives; .or 
llonse of Co1n.nions, aE\ 1t was _t1,1en e;i~l~eQ, ~s . th£> 
firet Representu,tivBfi o( tJ1() co_unty. In 1780 Co,lo-
11el Clevel~ncl 1nu.roh~q Wlth his regi1uont against thf 
Tories ,as~o1nhlac1 ~t, Ra1n~OlJf 's MiH ~ \1L1.t ~eache<J 
that pince too 1u,t,e for service as Clolonel Bryu,n '1'4 



Olf' ,vILKES COUNTY. 1 ) . 
bnri<l ,vn~ elu1sing t.hen1. fi·on1. the~ Stnte. ~fo nl~ ·) 
scoured the N i.nv River f,ett.Jen1(.1nts, checking t.113 
"for? u1n·is~i1·g in tl1nt seclion, capt11ring nnd hnng­
ihg s'o1ne of 'their notorious len<let·s nnd ont.ln\,·s. 

Cleveland at K-ing' s ll{ountal-n. 
''l'hPn his J{ing's Mouht,n,in cnmpnign-t~hH crown:.: 

-ing nchievinent <>f ]1is life-tl1e ,vonnding of hi~· 
h1·othor Lnr]dn Cleveln.11d, "~hile on •the wny, 11Pnt· 
Love]n.dy Shon.ls, oil t.l1e Cn.-tn."'bn rivet;· nrirl t.h~}1· 
hurrying f or,vnrd to "grnpple "'it.h the i~1clo111it.nbh~ 
li"'crgnson. '' 'l'he great -seryice of Cl<~velnnd. n:t, this 
fight. ,vill be given in flnot,her · ohn.ptPr -1l'n~ler t.h~ 
hRorling, ·''~nttle of King's Mot1nt,ni11.'; Oo·lonel 
Cleveh~hd l1nd as~dgned fa.'> hin1 . t>ne 'of· Ferguso1'l ~~ 
,vin• ho1•s,es \\'hich lived to n11 uhconiinotl' old hge; 
he nlAo carried home ·,vit,h him a Rtlnte-drun1, which ' 
he k~pt f\.S long n.s he lived, poi'nt.ing to lt wit,h 
1>ride ·as a -trophy of King's M~nntain.· · 

-Trouble for the Tories. 
Ja1nes Coyle and J"ohn Bro,vn,. two 'not<?~ious Tory_ 

plunderers, p~ssed ~hr .. oi1g)i L1~1co1~ coun~,y n11d 
robbed the house of MaJor {]eorge Wilfong 'Of every 
thing they ooulcl carry away., aptlthen n1ttfl'e off witlr 
n cou11lo ·of 11is horses, nsiirg tl~e cloth~s-line for ·ha.l­
te~s. M.~jor W.ilfong·,~th a tJf\.r~y follo,ved t~e cn'1l.­
pr1ts, overtaking them near Wt1kesboro, .recovere·& 
tl~o _horse.~? ~~1t th_e ruffians tnnd~ good t~~ir esca~~­
Mn3or W~1fo1ng left the ha.lters. 111:n~l~. of h.ts c'lot~es: 
line wit}~ Clevelun_d; ,vith .. ~vhic•h to Hnng the ·rn~ca~~, 
Ahoulcl they eve~ hB Ctlp~nred. . Not Tong after, ~ 
they were rottir~nng to N1nPty Six, they w~te ~apt-· 
ur~~l by ·som~ of Cleveln.nd'A seouts. and brought t~ 
~.11k~s1?oro ·~ncl Colont:l C1o'{elnud hnd t~en1 ,hu~g 
w.1th "o/df.ong'.s clothes-bno on the onk !1ree t~at 1s ye\ 
stl\b'd1ng JUSt north o~ the eourt. 11ouso 111 \V1Jkesboro. 
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Oaptured by Tories; His Timely Jlescue. 
On the South fork of N e,v river in the ~xtreme 

south-western llortion of ~she county (formerly~ 
part of Wilkes) WtlS a large boundry of land that, 
was clear of timber and heavily set in grass. These 
lands-called the "Old Fields," and known by that 
nan1e to this day-belonged to Colonel Cleveland, 
and served as a grazing place for his stock in peace­
ful days. 

In 1781;. having occasion to visit his New river 
plantation, Colonel Cleveland rode there accompa­
nied onI_1· by, a negro servant, arriving at J ease Dun­
,,an 's, his -tenant, on Saturday, the 14th day of 
April. Unfortunately for the Colonel, Captain 
William Riddle, a noted Tory leader, son of Loyal­
ist Riddle, of ·Surry county, was approaching from 
the Virginia border with Captain Ross, a Whig 
captive, together with hie servant, now en route for 
Ninety Six, where, it seems, the British paid a re­
ward for Whig prisoners. Riddle, with his party of 
six or eight 1nen, reachetl Benjtt,min Cutbirth'e, 
some four miles above Old Fields, a ·fine old Whig 
and an old associate of Daniel Boone, who was just 
recovering from a spell of fever. The Tory Captain, 
v.robably from Cutbirth's reticence re~arding eolic-. 
1ted information, shamefully abused htm and placed 
him under guard. · · 

Qescending the river to the upper end of the Old 
Fields where Joseph and Timothy Perkins lived­
about a .mile above Duncan's-both. of whom were 
absent in Tory service, Riddle learned from their 
women that Cleveland was but a short . distance a­
way, at Duncan's, with only his servant, Duncan, 
and one or two of the Callaway family there. Every 
Tory in the country knew full well that Cleveland 
waa probably their worst enemy; how prominently 
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he had figured at King·•s Mountain, and had given 
his influence for the Tory exequtions at Bickerstaff'• 
and caused the sununary hanging of Ooyle ancl 
Brown at \Vilkesboro. Riddle thought that such a 
prisoner would be a valuable prize to 9ff er to the 
British at Ninety Six, or it would be a crowning 
honor to the 'l'ory cause to rid the c,ountry of prob• 
able their worst enenty. 

The prospect was too tempting and he at once set 
about to capture Cleveland. His force was . too 
sn1all to run any great risk, so he concluded to re­
sort. to stratagern. He resolved to steal Cleveland' 1 
horses in the quiet of u.ight, judging that the Colo­
nel would follow their t~rail the next morning, sup­
posing they had strar,ed off, when he would ambus­
cade him at some su1table place, and thus take ''Old 
Round About,'' as he was called, untJ,wares and at " 
disadvantage. The horses were taken· th•t night, 
a.nd a laurel thicket, just above Perkins' house, ,e­
lected as a fitting place to waylay thttir e;cpected 
1>ursuers. During Saturday, Richard OalJaway and 
his brother-in-law, John Shirley, went down from 
the neighboring residence of Thomas Callaway to 
Duncan's, to see Colonel Cleveland, and appear to 
have remained there over night. 

DiacoveriQg that the horses were missing on Sun• 
day morning, immediate pursuit waa made. Having 
a pair of pistols, Colonel Cleveland retained one of 
them, handing the other to Duncan, while Callaway 
and Shirley wero unarn1ed. Reaching the . Perkins 
place, one of the Perkins, women, knowing of the 
.ambu,oade, secretly desired to save the Colonel from 
his impending fate; ao she detained him as long aa 
1he oould by conversation, evidently fearing person­
al oonseq_uenoee 1hould she divul1e the sche1ne of 
his enemies to ttntrap him. H11 three associates 
kept on with Cleveland aome little dist.ance behind, 

~ 
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Mrs. Perkins still following·and. retarding hi~ by 
l~r: in•q11.iries. As. those in advance crossed the fence 
whioh adjoined the thioket, the Tories fired from 
thei'r places· of conceahnent, : one aiming at Cleve­
land, .who, though son1~ distance in .. the· rear,. · ,vaa 
yet within ra.nge of· their guns. .But they gAnerally. 
shot wild--orily·nhe shot, that of ~ Ztichariah :Welle 
who n.itned at Cn.Jlaway, proving ·effectual, breaking 
his thig~, ·when·he fell helpless by the fence n,nd 
was left for dead.• l:>uno~tn and Shirley escaped. 
Clevel~nd fronl. his gre:it weight~fullY, three hun­
dred pottnde'-kne,v he cottld not run any gren,t dis-­
ta.nee; and W•>ttld onl~ ~e too p'ron1inent !I' ,1nark for 
TQry bullets, ·dodged into the house with severnl 
Tories-«t hie· heels~ N·ow flourishing his· pistol rap-. 
Hlly 'froth on A to another; they pledged to. s11n.re his 
life and· aocord · hhn good. treatment if he· would .qui-
etly sllrrend~r, whioh he did. . . . · 

·· Wells by this.tin10 ha.ving reloaded hie rifle; made 
his·appeariince on tlie scene, swearing that h~ would 
kill-Cleveland; and·ahning his gttn, the Colonel in-.,, 
etantly seized Abigail Walters, ·w110 wa1.rpr0ESent, and 
by .dh1t.1of -hie great strength, and under ·a,. high 
state of. . exbite1n~nt; dextrouely handled ·her ·.as a; 
puppet, keeping her bet.ween• him arid '.his· would+-Qe. 
aroiassin. .wells seetned• -vexed at : this turn in . the 
affair, and hurled ; his 'impreoiitions• ·Oll. the . poor, 
wo1nan, threatning ·if she did not get out of the. ~ay· 
that he would blow. hei through as well. . t)teveland 
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got his eye on CJ.ptain Riddle;· ,whom :be-.·knew,,or 
judged by ·bis·~ppear&nce to·be-~he lead~r, appealed 
to 'hitn if shch treiit·r.µ.~bt ,va!i· not 1 contrary· tQ the 
stipulations··of his sur~ender. : Riddle promptly ·re­
plied ·thiit it wits and· ordered Wells ·.to· .. desiRt , f ron1 
.hie n1i1rderolt8 in~ent~. saiying they-would take Cleve­
lnnd to ·Ninety Sit and ; .m:ake motiey ·out, of his 
oap~ure. · · The· terrified woman, who had. been ~ada 
an· ut1 willing battery~; ·wiL~ noW' released f roni Oleve­
lnnd 's griisp· as fro.in a vie~·; and the· . whole ·pai;ty 
wi:th th ,i·r·prie•oner and hie :satvant · were s;>eedily 
motin·ted and ·hurri~d: up New·· river. This stream, 
sc, ne'iT~ its· so\lroe, Was ·quite sh.!\llow, and the Tories 
tra,v~le1 mostly in-i'ts··bed· to avoid being tracked, in 
case ;of pureu_it. 
· ··After.Riddle and·hi~ :party bf.lid ~all_ed 'at·. Cut­
birth.'~:on-their·wa;y dt1 .. w~ tne river, ·young ·Daniel 
Uutb1rth, and a ·youth named ·Walterstwho .. were •b­
eeht ·a~·t·he thneir~turned,•arld l3rieou-ra:gbd ,. by : Mrs. 
Outbirth they·resolV~d•to tllke :their gbns, Jeloot a 
godcl s-pot; and· a.n1btieoade Riiddle on his: return, and 
perhaps rescue···w~atever p'risouers ,he .. migll·t h~ve. 
'B ttt· ()n .the ~turn· of th8' To~y 'party the next ;dt\y, 
they m·aqe soimt~bh•noise, and gave· so· n1any piilita­
ry 001nm',nds, ·t1t'.it1 lijd· the ;you.tbf ul ambus,aders to 
cbriolude~·th~tttthe -Tl>ries. hart reoeited· a. reenforoe­
ment; 1ihd, that it '\VOUld1 be· tt1.shness for two siQgle­
handed'·yottths ·to ;\lndertalce•to·oope with .num.hers 
86' tin~qttal. "'S<> >Riddle 1a11d: hi&· r,~rty-~ reached iOµt­
bitth-~if: undisturbed/ibid ord,red ·dinner for ·him,wlf, 
m~ri~, and pri,otierst~•I\' :iUdd}fj Abused and even )ticked 
~e ·ofi·t1te·, Ontbirtlr girls who did· not "'1ilUngly:i 8id 
in preparing the ~innet~· ·A'fter: dinil~rt ,t~ey. pfo­
Offed'd:np New·~1veittr11ostly·a~ong · itai t>,d. µntil 
~Jiet:oa.mtfto-i-thEf mouth:. of::J~UJc oreek, .up w_hiop,. they 
m-aettheir;'ffl\1 ti1' the saniij:-fu'anner., ·Cola~ei. .Cleve­
land managed to break off overhanging twigs and 
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drop them in the water to float down as a guid._. to 
his friends, who he knew would make early pursuit. 
From the head of the south fork of Elk they ucend .. 
ed up the mountain· to what has since been knowD 
as Riddle Knob, in what is is now Watauga county, 
a.nd about 14 miles from Old Fields where he lfas 
~aptured ; here they camped for the night. 

Jarly on the morning of Cleveland's capture Jo­
seph Callaway and hie brother-in-law, Berry Toney, 
wanting to (Jee Cleveland on business, called n t Dun­
can's and learned of the missing horees and the search 
for them ; and at that mo1nent they heard the teport 
of the firing at the upper end of the plantation, and 
hastened in that direotion, soon meeting Du·ncan 
and Shirley in rapid flight, who could only tell that 
Richard Callaway had fallen and that Cleveland 
was either killed or taken. It was at once agreed 
thf\t Dnoca.n, Shirley and Toney shquld notify tho 
people of the scattered settlements to moot that 
afternoon at Old Fields, while J<>1eph Callaway 
should go to his father's close by, mount his horsu 
and hasten to Captain Robert Ole.eland's, on Lewia 
Fork, a; dozen miles distant. His brother, WiUian.i 
Callaway, ,tarted up the river and soon came acro88 
Samuel MoQueen and Benjamin Greer, who readily 
joined him ; and an being good wood1men, they fol­
lowed ·the Tory trail•~ best they could, till night 
overtook then1 some d11t.anoe &llOVe the month of 
Elk creek, and about ten n1ilea from Old Fields. 
William CAilaway 1ugge1ted that he and MoQueen 
would remain ther, while Greer 1hould reium to 
pilot·up whatever men may ha'Ve gathered to engage 
1u the ~rauit of the Toriee. . · 

~By ·ntJht-f all Captain Rohen ~leveland and twen­
ty or thirty othen, ~· and trifld men, who had 
1erved under Colonel Cleveland, Md pthered at Old 
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Fields, determined to rescue their old commander 
at every hazzard, even though they had to follow 
the Tor-, party to. the gates of Ninety Six. GrePr 
made his appearance in good time and at once they 
were on the trail of the enemy. rhey reached Will­
iam Callaway and McQueen a while before day; and 
as soon as light began to appear, J' ohn Baker joined 
Callaway and McQueen to lead the advance u apiea. 
A little after sunrise, having proceeded four miles, 
they discovered indications of the enemy's camp on 
the mountain. But little arrangement was made 
for the attack ; nine men only were in readiness­
the others eeen1 to have been some distance behind. 
Only four or flve of theae were ordered to fl.re on 
the enemy, t,he others reserving their 1hot1 for a 
1econd volley, or any emergency that might happen 
-of. these waa William Callaway. 

Part of the Tories had alread1 breakfasted, while 
others were engaged preparing their morning meal. 
Cleveland. was aeated on a larp log while Riddle 
had Cleveland'• own pistol pointed at him, also 
Zacliariah Wells had his pi1tol ~intedat Cleveland, 
forcing hhn to write out pasaes for the several mem• 
hers of Riddle'• partv certifying that· each .waa a 
good Whig-to be used when in tight plaoea, to help 
out of diflculty by aa1erting that they were patriot,s 
of. the truest typea. Cleveland '1 commendations 
pasaed unqueationed along the borders of Virgini" 
and the Oarolina1. .But the Colonel had a atrong 
1uepioion that, tJinoe hie capton were in such ha,te 
'for the pi,.uports, ae IOOD u they were out, of hie 
hands his days would be numbered; and thus, natur­
ally· but a poor penman, he purpotely retarded hie 
ta.at aa much u pouible, hopiµg to f&in time tor 
the e,:peoted relief, &PQlo_gi11n1 for h11 blunden and 
renewing hi, unwilJing e(folil. Several of the Tory 
party ~ere now ,addling their ho"81 for an early 
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. ~t~r~., ~~d Plrvel,~~4 'Y:~,s r~ceivirig . s~vere thte~ts 'if 
l. ~ d.1d uot 'hµrrr µ p the last pa$S!)<>tt: . . . . 
: ' J ti~.t at t~1i~ }1~9-tner,t. the r~~i~f .I>tt'rty ~M silen'tly 
or~~p1_ng up; ·and. the. next 1)101nent . sev8ral . gd.ns. 
were fired and :th~ ,rh~gs rhsha4. tlp, 1itt,etjjg. tlieir 
lqudest yells ... Coldiu~1· Clev~f~nd, co1nprehri11ding 
th~ .sit.nation, tun1Qled_·oft' behfnd the log,· lest his 
fri~i1d~ 1nigl'1~ ~cctde~tly ;sh6bt h~1n·, . iind exclnimirlg 
~t tl~~ top _of his . tl_111nde;rf µg . :voice, . "HuziA l4'QR 
B3Qj'Jlij1' BQB t TH.AT'S , RlGiiT, . ,GIVE 'EM lIE'tt:" 
\\'~1l~ -~loi10. ,ri-~ .shpt ,aj;J_ ~e. ~v~iB. stfr1,~pe~~g ~,v~iy by 
,}V1l-ha1n OaH~wn.y in h'ot 'pnrsiqt, f:\,hd stt)?posed to 
'b, mortal)r, JW.~HU~~?d; '.h~ ~~t.fi \ef~ to .h~~ ~~t,e. 'rhe 
t·es,t ·,fled w~th th~ .aid of the:ii· /r(:lah horses, ·or su6h 
~:~· tp,yf .cq~1)~ ~~q\ir~; ~t'. th~ ··nid,rl~~h't~~i111~ _at\d 
hts wife a1nong tl{e uu.m:ber-. Cl8v\3)and's servant;' a 
pnc,k~J~or.~~,!f?f~ To'ry :.i~lu.ri~~r:, w~~. ove~J~y~d .. ~t I his 
S\lq(ien ,l~u~r1\t1q11 .. ! ,· c~~ve\ltnd ~n(l .Ross' Wero th us 
:.(qr~~l'l.ate .. J_r,rre~9.1i1e<)\r;~~d __ havlr,g g.~i-~{~(I : t~~i.r. }>ll'r­
,p~se, .the. l\n:pny._ .. , .Y-;~j:,~: ~~_ .. ~~1rt.1.~d. ,t<? '~\1.~ir. se,vei:}ll 
.poJ,1e~. · ! W1Pi~nr .. O.all~.w1~r.·: ~~~ esp~otn~l.Y e~~ttd 
.t~~~ h8: h~d. sh~t,' ~Y,t}H,A.~ ,vh?}ui:4,ie~ b~ncl~y •. ½:J~1~d~cl 
hi, ~ro

1
th~,:, ~

1
10~:1t~ 01il)Jtiay, ni the slurtn1sn · ,it 

O.ld fields the n1otiiihg ·bef oro .. · 
B·id~lle · Caplure,J,· an~ lfu,ng. 

. 4, sJ1or't. thn,e l\T~;e\· .~•fli~ .. r.cr~1r~en:~e·~. 'Ctiptn,in" ·.Ri~­
dlo •ve1ltt.:~1~ed to .iµtike. •~ n1gh~,rn.1d into the. · Yn.cllttn 
Vu.Hey, wl\ere, d~ ,Killg's, c\·e~k, e:e\7eral )nilos t\,oove 
Wilkes~ofo,. ·.tJi,y ,s.~t~\,<>t~_n1e~ the bdttse wh~re · t~o 
Qf ,:01~ve1,.~11's l\~?t-~(t.~.oltMers. t>avi~ ,~nd J~~n .W.i~h .. 
,erspq~r;i!~.,~sl<i~~r.~~lt,,~; ,th~1rJ11.~~.ehF~- . , ~"~-. two . ~re 
tak~~ :gr1~q11.~.ts. l\tl,~~,c,tt~r~·e~ t9· .. ,t~1e. T9rY. _c·~mP.·: pn 
Wtt.~.·~Jg~ ,ri\.'~r, .. Wllett'b __ .ji~h; w~re~ent~1'c_~·~ .. to _be sHot 
mh}..1ud'fpl~~-?? J_t.~ll ·i.11~~1 ·~?~ail~~·. t.~· -~q · ~~e . f,a.ful 
w~1·k~ · ·; ttl "!,a_, <J~l~,A~ 1rr<?~SJSed;: ~.r ~hey -~~~1~ t_ake :t.'ht) 
oath of al1eg1u.nce to· tfie mHig·, retutn• rto their· hofua 
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and Rt,eedil,v return with a ·,:ertain noble animal be-; 
h>ngiug ,to. D,nviq With~rsp90~., ltnnwn as the .O'.N.~ll\ 
lllf:l-l'~; and Join ~hq'. 'f'ory bQ.J;,t~, ,th~ir live, wo_u~d be.i ... 
spare<). TheY. .: gl!l~ y,\ . ~cceptf3(\. t,h,~. pr.opos1t~qp:""" 
with such hes1_tat1c~n as they tl~ot~gl1t best .. to . make. 
As soon-. as· they .reached.- hchne· ·Dav.id W1thetspoon 
mouqt~d his tl~et~footed l~~re "µd)1~etene.1 to Ool. 
ije!) Her1~~0~1 's, ~ev~ral: ~ules; qown; 1 the. ::r;1ver ,;, "4o. 
qu19kJy :riusecl a pq,rty, •1'q pdo~<t ~y. the1, Withet:­
sp<jons, they.sqon reach~ the '.l'ory oaunp~ taking; 
i~ ~y 8\l~pris~, c~ptl1ring t~~e ~~d killing "J}.'d ~u~,. 
parsing oth~rs.. J'J,.e yoµng W Jth~rspoPµ.s t µ~~Ue~ 
~heh: .llrn1~ise of speecliJy·r~~qrnh1g ~o. t .. 1. ~-e 'foi:y cqipp 
bring1~l~ t~1e 9'~eal nut~,. b1ut -q.nqer SOfllewh~~ ~if"." 
~efe~1t ~1~cµn1stn.uces r,on~ ''Y)la~~tµ.,. ror1es expec.~~i-· 

1'he p,;1so11ers wer~ Ca1~t~Hl l{Jcldle and two ·o~ PJ~ 
~saoci.-tes na.t\1ed· Reev~s .. ft.Jlq 1Q-qss~ . ;They ,we~e: 
ijrot,gbt to. W ~lkt3~boro aµd trie~ 1,y .. CO\lrt m:irtial 
,nnd.se11teuced to ~hung •.. ·. ,nu~ in ~r(ler. to gain fa~ 
~or with the )l'higij1 o.r.J(;}t ~he1n, 11~ • concUtioQ. IQ th.-,~ 
t4ey might ~sc~Ee R.;1~ldle .~~~ted t~em freely tq 
w1'~akey. . Col9nel. Qle':ela"q in.f<?rtn~A him ,tPll~ Jt, 
,,as µeel9ss ~o pe .w~st.1ng p~$. wh.1e~ey ~, be. woultl: 
b~ hung clir?Qtly ~~ter brea~f ast, · fl)~ thiee. ~Q?ie-,. 
were ,cc.~rd_pjg~y }liin,g : .qn the,; 1\9~~101\s oa~ tbl\t; 
is. yet s~J1dmg: in 1tl,e ,_t()~n· qf W,1l~esl;>oro .. , 14r~ .. 
~-~ddle,. w~ f e of ~,~~ Tory )e~~~r ,. w.as. prf38~nt .an.4 
witnessed the exoout1on of , her , hu$hand and his ~-on1rades.. . . . . ... 

-¥~tp· th~ T~~ie~ Ha~ed Hir,t. 
Col.on el Oieyel1i_pd was .. th.e Tori.a,~ . ~.' on.t enemy. 

~n t11i~ seo~iori .. ·ue w"8. determin~d t9 .. ~re~-, up 
the Tol;'y b!l'nd~. ~~~t .. h1.f ~aie~ . t4e , f .t;oJlP~~r. O,lev~ 
Jan~· an<l his regiment w~~e kno~n: f11-r. 1a.µ~ .~el\f f qi; 
their qour,,.~. they we~e. ktip~n, ~moi11g_ ~he Wtng• 
as ·CletJtJ~q~ij•_a µ:e,:qe~, qr .9~~f!.elq.'}td~;8 ~u?l ~ogi, 



!8. BI8TORICAL IKETCHJ:8 

while the Tories denominated them '' Oleveland.' IJ 
Dev1:ls." Cleveland himself rat,ed each of his well­
tried followers as equal to five soldiers. 

Zachariah ·wella Oaptur~d an.d Hung • 
. It was not long until one of Cleveland's men capt• 

ured Zachariah Wells, who had not yet recovered 
from the wounds received at Riddle Knob. He was 
taken to Hughes' botto1n, about a mile below -Cleve­
land's Round About residence. Here James Gwyn, 
a youth of thirteen, with a colored boy, was at work 
in the field, when Cleveland, who had joined · t.hose 
having t.he prisoner in charge, took the plow-litufa 
from the horse with which to hang Wells to a tree 
on the ~iver bank. Young Gwyn, who knew not.11-
ihg of the stern realities of war, was shocked at the· 
thought of so summary an execution. Being well 
acquainted with Colonel Cleveland he begged .him 
not to hang the poor fellow, who looked so pitiful 
and was euffering·from his former wound. This ex• 
cited the Colonel's sympathies, and he said, "'Jhr• 
mie, my son, he is a bad man; we must hang a.11 
such dangerous Tories, and get them out of their 
1nisery.'' Captain Robert Cleveland, who was pres­
ent, was cursing the winJing Tory at a vigorous rate. 
With tears coursing down his cheeks, the Colonel 
adjusted the rope, regretting the necessity for hang­
ing the trembling culprit-remembering very well 
the rough treatment he had received at the hands of 
Wells at the Pe;rkine place at the Old Fields; and 
firmly convinced that the lives of the patriots of the 
Yadkin Valley would be safer, and their slumber all 
the more peaceful, when their suffering country was 
rid of all such vile· desperadoes. Wells noon dan .. 
gle~ fr~tn a convenient "tree and hia r!~'a.ins were 
buned tn the sand on the bank of the n.ver. 
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Other Tories See Trouble. 
Many other Tories fell into the hands of Cleve­

land's brave troopers and su1n1nary punishn1ent was 
meted out to thetn in Cleveland.,s usual ,vay. Once 
:a :-rory leader na1ned Tate uud eight others were 
eaptured and Cleveland and his men had t,he1n near 
·old Riclunond, 1n Surry county. When. Cleveland 
was about to ex-ecuoo tbe , leader, Colonel Willian1 
·shapherd protested against suoh sun1n1ary /'ustice. 
"Why," said Cleveland., ''Tate confesses t 1at he 
has frequently laid in wuit to kill you." ''Is that 
.so?" inquired Shepherd, turning to ~he Tory cap­
tnin. Tate confesse<l, a.ud Shepherd j'.Pielded to 
Cleveland·'s. plan and Tate soon dan~led fro1n a limb. 
1'nte's associates suffered only in1pr1sonn1ent as oth-
er prisoners of war.. · . · 

On another oconsiou CJOlonel Cleveland visited 
Colonel Sbopherd at Ri,}htnond, where he· luid t,vo 
notorious horse-thieves in prison. Clevchtnd insist­
ed on swinging the1n to the nearest tree -Jest they 
~hould 111ake their oscu.pe and yet, further endanger 
the comnn1nity-at lea~t. one of thetn, whose crin1e~ 
rendered hhn i-,a,rticularly obnoxious to . the ~op~e. 
()ne ~nd of a rope wn.s f astiene<l t.o his neck when ht' 
,vas mounted on a log and the ot,he r end ti"ed to H 

litnb; t~en the log wns rolled f ron1 nuder him and 
he dangled from a litnh · in plain view of tl1e prison. 
The other culprit was shown hiR cornrn.de swinging 
from the litnb and he ,vns given his choice, to tak{1 

his place beside hhn or eut off both his O'.Wn ears and 
leave the country for~yer. The 'I'ory knew it \\rould· 
not do to n1eddle w1th old R(H1nd About, so ht-! 
oalle<l for a knife. He wns handed u cnse knife, a1ul 
.after whett.ing it on n. briuk he gritteil his teeth ttnd 
su.wed oft' botl1 on.rs.. I-le was t}u~n liboruted nud hn 

o 
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left ,vith the blood streaniing do,vn both cheeks and 
,vas never heard of afterwards. 

' . 
"I'll Shnw You Perpetual Motion." 

John Doss ,vas the · fa.ithful overseer of Colonel 
Cleveland's pla!ltation ,vhile the Colone~· was abserit 
fro1n hon1e during the Tory troubles 111 1780-81. 
Bill Harrison, a noteo Tory leader in this region, 
,vith t)1e aid of his followers, not only stole Cleve­
land 'a stock and destroyed his property, butarrested 
his· overseer, took him to a hill-side, ~laced him on 
a log, fastened one end of a grape vine around hi~ 
neck and the ,>ther end was fastened to the prong of 
n stooping dogwood; then one of the party ,vent up 
the hilf so as to gain ~ufflcient propelling power, 
then rushed down headlong, but tin~ Doss off the log 
into eternity. It was not long until Harrison was 
cnu~llt and brought to Cleveland's home. Accom'­
JJan1ed by his servant Bill and one or t,vo others 
Cleveland led Harrison to the sa1ne dog,vood on 
,vhich he had hung poor Does. ·. 

· "I hope you are ;not going to hang me, Colonel," 
n1uttered the trembling wretch. · "Why riot?'' ''Be­
cause," s~id the Tory, "you know I am a useful 
111an in the neighbo·rhood-am a good n1echanic­
have ,vorked for you in peaceful days, and oan~ot 
well be spared; besides I ·have invented perpetual 
motion. and if I am now suddenly out off, the world 
,vill looso the benefit of n1y discovery; · I, too, havr✓ 
heard· you curse Fanning and other Loyalist leaders 
for puttit1g 1Jrisoners to death-,vhere are your prin­
ciples-,yhere your conscience?" . "Where is my 
conscience," r.etorted Cleveland; "where. are my 
horses a.nd cattle you have stolen; my barn an.d 
fences you have ,vantonly burned-and where· 1s 
1>oor Jack Does? 'Fore God I will do this d~ed and 
J:ustif.y n•iself befor~ pJgh Jle°'ven Jind ~>:. QO\!~t.ry l 
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Run up the hill, Bill, and but him :off the log-I'll 
s~1ow ~ln1_ perpetual motion J'' 

The Boys Hang a Tory. 
On one occasion ,vhen Colonel Cleyelancl was away 

.from hon1e, a Tory ·horse;..thief was C1',ptured and 
brought and t1irned over to Cleveland 'e sons, to 
await .their father's return. The Colonel, not re­
t11rning as soon· as w:as expected, and fearing if they 
should undertake· to keep the prisoner over night he 
might escape or give them trouble, they appealed to 
their mother to know what ,vas beet to do under the 
circumstances. 1.frs. Cleveland said to the boys, 
''What wo,tld your father do in such a case?" The 
bo_ys promptly replied, "Hang him.". "Well then," 
said the old lady; "you must ha.ng h1n1," and the 
thief was accordingly hung at. t~e gate. 

Cleveland's Generosity. 
The reader mhst not si1ppose that Colonel Cleve­

land always deen1ed it the best policy to resort to 
the severest treatment of Tory thieves brought·· be-:-

. fore him. He was a. ~een judge of human nature 
and lost no opp9rtunity 'nor spared no pains in re­
f orn1ing those who would reform. Once he had a 
pretty hard case to deal with. . "Waste no time, 
swing him off' quiQk," said Cleveland.· "You 
i;ieedn 't be in such a d-~d hurry about it,'' coolly 

-retorted the condemned man. Cleveland, who ·wtlS 
t~ddling along behi~d, was so p)~as~d with. the cool 
retort that he told the boys to let hlm go. The To­
ry,· touched with such sudden generosity, turned · to 
Cleveland and said: "Well, old fellow, you've con­
quered me; I'll '8Yer fight on your side,'' and proved 
himself one of Cleveland's sturdy follQwers. · 

On another occasion he met an old Whig who had 
been led astray by the Tories and add~ssed him in 
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this style: "\Vell Bob, 1 reckon you are returning 
fron1 a Tory trip, are you not?" "Yee, Colonel, I 
nm .. " "\Vell," oontinued the Colonel, "I expect 
when you become rested you ,vill take another jaunt 
with them, eh?". "No Colonel, if I ever go with 
thetn agaiti"l'll give you leave to n1ake · a button of 
1ny head for a halter." "Well Boh, that shall be 
the bargain." So he gnve Bob a stiff drink of grog, 
in accordance with the fashion of the tirnes, and n. 
hearty dinner, and started hin1 off borne rejoicing on 
his way and declaring that, after all, old Round 
About had a warmer h~art and a kindlier wa,y with 
·hint than any Tory leader be had evor met, and ever 
after _Bob proved hitnself as true a \Vhig ahnost as 
the Colonel hiinself. · 

Besides tryi'ng to put . do,vn Tory influence the 
Colonel endeavored to make ·good- c1t,iiens as well. 
Eleven miles above Wilkesboro on the sout,h bank of 
the Yadkin lived one Bishop,. one of a clnss ,vho 
tried to shirk the. responsibilitios of the war, anc.l 
was wanting in patriotism and_ ene~gy of char.act.er. 
At heart he was thought to be '·a 'rory. Pa~sing 
Bishop's on one of his excursions, ClevE\lan~ observ­
ed that his corn, ·from negle<;t, presented a very sur~ 
xy appea1·ance. He c~lled Bishop out and 11:sked if 
he had been sick. He said he h&d not. ''Have you 
tJe~n fighting for your ~ountry, then?" "No,,, said 
the neut,ra.1, hI have not been· fighting on either 
side." : "In titn~s like these," ren1arked Clevohu1d, 
·'n1en .who are not fighting, an.d are able to w·ork, 
1nust not be allowed to have their crops, ns foul tts 
yours.". .The indolent man had to , "Tbutnb th~ 
Notch". and receive the lashes as a penalty for his 
negligence. It, .i~ not nepessary to say that. ~is hop~~ 
,~()rn wa.s,: .froJn ~h~1~ ~ii~e Qn;'i~1 .. ns good C<?ndi~ion 
nR uny nutn 'R in the country. · 
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Hls Last Military Se1'vlce. 
' / 

Clevelnnd ,vas "all ~hings to u.11 people.'' His Jove 
for the A1ne.rican cauR'e was unbounded. His nu• 
1nerous friends loved n,nd admired him· for his bcHrl 

. and fearless siinplicit,y, whiJe his enen1ies hated hin1 
for the sn,me renson thu.t, his friends loved him. ' 
· But the ,var wus now rapidly dru."'ing to a c~lose. 
In the nut11mn of 1781, Colonel Cleveland porfor111ed 
his Inst militnry ·service-a t~hree mont,hs' tour of 
duty on the waters of tho Little l>edee, in the sonth­
nnsteril pu.rt of the Stnte, under General R.nt.herfor<l. 
At this tin1e the British Colonel Craig was confinl d 
to \Vihuingt.on, while ·Fanning and other Tory lead­
ers ,vere yet scouring the count,ry, nnd needed. Ruch 
n, force as the 1nountainee1,s to successfully cope with 
t.he1n. Cleveland's men routed several of those scat-­
tered Tory detaclpnents before returning ho1ne. 

11[ ov~s to South Carolina. 
At the close of the ,var ColoneJ Cleveland lost hi,-i 

flue Round About plantat,ion on the Y1tdkin by n 
better t.itJe, "~hen ho turned his att.ent.ion to the 1·e­
gion of the ·Tugalo, · on the wester.:1 b9rder • of South 
Carolina. In 1784 l1e selected n plnnt.at.ion · in t,he 
'fuga.lo vnlley and mov·ed there the following year. 
Quite ·a n11mber of his kinsmen , foll<nved hin1 1 and 
_bec,une his ueighbo~s in the newly sHttled va.lle_y of 
the Tngalo. · 

. In 1785 the Cherokee Iudinns were· yet t.rohble­
Ron1e. They stole some of ClevHlnnd'A · Ato•)k a1id 
cn.rtied it to the Indian villnge. Cle,?eJnnd . hnckl,~il 
on his' bttnt.ing knife and ,verit in t>erson to t,he In­
dian town nnd told then1 unless his stock wn~ 
•pron1J_)Uy ·ret,urned t~ey· \\'OH~d p~y t.he · pen<t.lty-tho 
lnRt-. one of thc•Hll"'!'"""'9Wit,h their Jives, 'l'he: . Indin.ns 
were greatly surprised n.t his enorn1ous size. and 
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judged that it ,vould take a hundred warriors to cope 
'with hitn single-handed. 'l'he stock was promptly 
restored. 

Hangs An,,ther·Horse Thief. 
Colonel Cleveland did not loose his hatred for the 

'rories in his new home. Henry Dinkins, q, Tory of 
the Revolution, who had taken refuge among 
the Cherokees, became a notorious horse-thief. 
Cleveland learned of their approach in the 'rugn.lo 
valley and he snatched up his rifle and way laid their 
trail and captured J)inkins and t,wo negroes associ­
n,ted with hitn. Dinkins ,vas pro1nptly hung on the 
spot. So notorious ,vas Dinkin.s' reputation for evil 
that the ,vhole country was overjoyed at his sudden 
execution without waiting to c9nsider ,vhether or 
not, the mode of his exit was in accordance with the 
niceties of the law. 

His Last Days and Death. 
Colonel Cleveland held posit,ions of t,n1st and hon­

or in his new hon1e, but he loved quiet home lif c-, 
best and.spent most of his time about his plnntn­
tion. He continued to increase _in weight until he 
weighed the enormous sun1 of four hundred and fifty 
})~>unds. . · 

For several summers preceeding his death he suf­
fered with dropsy in his lower limbs, and during the 
last year of his life his excessive fat considerably 
decreased, and he, at last died while sitting att 
breakfast, in October, 1806; in the sixty-ninth year 
of his),ge. His wife died "bout six years previons. 
:He left two sons and a daughter, whose doscendants 
aire numerous and respectable. Our . county man, 
li~sq. R. M. Staley, is a great-grand-son of Colonel 
Cleveland. . Wilkeij county has no better citizeu and 
no ltU\D a better neighbor than Esq. Staley; 
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,vith hardly any education, and little improve-
1nents in after life, Colonel Cleveland; with a vigor­
ous intellect, exerted a co1n1n~nding infl~ence 
among the frontier people; and though despotic in 
his nature and severe on the Tories, his patriotic ac­
tivity did n1uch to preserve the Western portion of 
North Carolina fron1 British and Tory ascendency. 
North Carolina deservedly co1nmeniorated his ser­
vices by na1ning Cleveland county after bi1n. 
· The remains of this noble hero sleep in the fan1ilv 

burial ground in the valley of the Tugalo. No n1ori­
nn1ent-no tonibstone-no inscription marks his si-­
lent resting place. The spot ia marked by several 
pin~s that have g~own up since his intern1ent-on.e 
of" the1n, it is said, shoots its tall spire . fro1n hit-1 
grave. There he lies iu a sister State with not even 
n grave-stone to 1nark bis last resting pl~ce, where 
scattered bands of Cherokees nuty }()ok uilon the 
pine tha.t rises out of his· gra.ve · nn<l \\roncler an1ong 
th.~nnselves, "Is this the goal of 1uubitio·n-this the 
chinnx of glory?" · 

1Io,v strange a.1·e Ute w·nys of ineu ! · 
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THE FIRST WILL PROBATED . 

. THE first ,vill probated in \\'ilkes county ,,ras pro­
hn.ted nnd recorded in the year 1778, at' tl1e Decen1-
ber t.ern1 of the County Court. In the early history 
of the county wills were o·nly probated · during the 
sessions of t,he County Court and not before the 
Clerk at any tin1e convenient as is now the case. 

'l'his ,vill, first on record in the: coun.ty, starts oft' 
like this : . · · 

·,'The Last Will and Testa1nent of John \Vither­
spoon, deo'd. Deo. Ter1n, 1778. 

''N oven1ber the first in ~he year of our Lord 
Christ, 1778. In the na1ne of Q=od, an1en. I, John 
,vitherspoon, and of Wilkos county, being ,veak in 
body but df sound memory, ble~spd be god, do this 
da)' ancl in the yeir of our Lord n1ake a.nd publish 
this n1v last ,vill and testament in the man:ner fol-.. 
lo,ving, that. is to say first I appoitr~-'' etc., etc. 

'l'he subscribing :witnesses are 11homas . Harbin, 
1lloxnnder H,>lton and Jno. Robison. 

---====-=-------

GENERAL WILLIA?.il LENOIR. 

'11HE subject of this sketch was one of the early 
pioneers of this section. He did u1uch in building 
U1e county of 'Wilkes and the establishu1ent of. law 
and gove1·n1nent in this section of tho State. Thn 
nnn1e of \Villiarn LAnoir appears oftener in early 
records of ouT county t,ha.n the natne of . uny other 
1.>err·,u1. His life, character and services are record­
ed ·in such an able and fatniliar n1anner in an ex­
tract frou1 the Raleigh Registe1·, of June 2i, 1889, 
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. that we give the article here : 
This venerable patriot and soldier died at hie resi­

idence at Fort· Defiance, in Wilke's county, on Mon­
day, the 6th, of May, 1889, aged eighty-eight years. 
Perhaps no individual now remains in the State of 
North Carolina who bore a more distinguished part 
during our Revolutionary struggle, or who was more 
closely identified with the early hist,lry of our gov­
ernment than the venerable 1nan whose history and 
p 1.1blic services it is our purpose to sketch. 

General Lenoir was born in Brunswick county, 
Va., on the tOth ·of -May, 1751, and was descended 
from poor hut respectable French ancestry. He wa& 
the youngest of a family of ten children. When 
about eight years old his father removed to Tar Riv­
er, near Tarboro, N. C., where he resided until hitt 
death which happened shortly after. The opportu-
. 'lities of obtaining even an ordinary English educ1:1,­
tion at that day were extremely H1nited, and Gener­
Lenoir received no other than sue~ as his o,vn per• 
sonal exertions permitted hhn to acquire after his 
father's death. When about 20 ~ea.rs of age he was 
n1arried to Ann Ballard, of Hahfax, N. 0.-a lady 
possessing in an e1ninent degree those doinestic and 
heroic virtues which qualified her for sustaining the 
privations an~ hardships of a frontier life which it 
was her destiny afterwards to encounter. 

In March, 1775, (fflneral I.,enoir re1noved with his 
· familr ·to the county of Wilkes ( t.hen a portion of 
Surry), and settled near the place where the vlllage 
of Wilkesboro now stands. Previous to his leaving 
Halifax, however, he signed what '"as then fa1niliar­
ly called ''The Association Pa.per,'' ,vhich contained 
a 'declaration. of the senthnent.s of the people of the 
colonies in regard to t.he relations existing between 
thetn and the orown of Great, Brit.in.n, and ,vhich 
their scattered condition rendered it necessarv to _, 
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circulate for signatures, in order to ascertnin the 
,vishes nnd detern1ination of the people.· Soon after 

· his re1noval to Surry. he ,vas appointed a 1ne1nber of 
the Co1n1nittee of Safety for t'hat county and con­
tinued to discharge his· dut.ie_s ns S\I•~h. and ns clerk 
to the Conuni'ttee u11til their nuthority was super­
seded by t,he adoption of the Constitution of the 
State. On the con11nence1nent of hostilities w:ith 
Great Britinn, GenernJ Lenoir very early too]~ a de'­
cided and active part. It is well kno,vn to all those 
ucquainted ,vith tJ1e history of the tin1es that ~bput. 

· the beginnii1g of the . ,vnr. of the Revolution · the 
Cherokee Indians \\rere exceedingly annoying and 
t1·6ubleson1e to the ,vhito settle1nents in the \\' estern 
part of North · Cnrolinn,. The Whigs therefore in 
that section of the country ,vere obliged at the very 
outset to he constantly on the alert-they ,vere fre­
quently called on to 1narch a.ta 1no1nent's ,vnrning, 
in s1nuJl deta.cl11nents, in pursuit ·of n1u.rauding 
bnnds of Indians, in the hope of chnstising th~n1 for 
depredations co1111nitted on the· settle1nents-they 
,vere al'io c91npellecl to k~ep up scouting and ranging 
parties, and to station gunrds tit the n1ost accessible 
passes in the 1nountnJns. In this service Gener~l 
·Lenoir bore a conApicuous part, ,vhich was contin-
ued until the celebrated expedition of Gen. Ruther­
ford and Gen. \Villhttnson in 1776, put an end to 
the difficulties with the Cherokoes. In this expedi­
tion General Lenoir served ns a lioutenn,nt under tho 
distinguished Colonel Clevelnnd, who was then n. 
a en1)tain, and frequently has he been hen,rd to re­
count the 1nany hnrds•hips nnd (;Ufferings ,vhich they 
hnd to undergo. 'l,hey ,vere often entirely destft,nt,n 
of provisions-there ,vns not n tent of nny kind iu 
the whole ar1ny-very fe,v blankets t1nd those 011ly 
such as could be spared' fron1 their houses for thn 
occasion, and their clothing consisted principnJly of 
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1 udQ cloth n1ade frOI!} he1np, tc:nv and ,vild nettle 
bark-and as a sa1nple of the unifoi·'n1 ,vorn by the 
(Jenei-al officers, it n1ay be n1entioned that General 
lttitherford 's consisted ·of a tbw huptit1g shi~·t, dye'd 
black and trin1n1ed with ,vhite fringe. Fro1n the 
tertnination of this ca1npn.ign until the one pi·oject-:­
ed ngainst the British ahd 1"'ories · nnde1~. ·1fajo.r fqr.:. 
gusou, (Jen. Lenoir was aln1ost c<jnstnntly engaged 
in cn.pturing and suppressing the 'l"'ot·ies, ,vho, at 
t.hnt tin1e, ,vere tt_~sun1ing great. confldenee and' ex­
hibiting 1nuch hol,lnesA. IndHed, such ,vas the cha1·­
ncter of the t.iines th~t the. \Vhigs considered then1-
selves, their fii1nilios· and ·property ii1 continual a.nd 
in_11ninent. da~1ger. ~o rt1a11 ve1~tured fr?in his house 
without 1ns rifle, n,nd no one unless lns chttracter 
was well kriown, \VttS pertnftted. to trn,re} ,yit,ho1H, 
undergoing the strictest exah1l1intion. Gen. Lerio'ir· 
hns frequenf,iy ·bee·p hoard to Sa}r that o,vit1g t.o · his 
periloiis situat,ion he ·has ofte11 beei1 cotripelled, 011 .. 
1:e~iring nt night, to plp.co his i·ilfe oil 'One E3ide of' 
hin1 in bed ,vhile his :wife occu1Jied the· otl~ei·. · . · .. 

In the exped~tion to King_'s ~iountain he he]d· thfi 
posltion .of captain in CoL Clev,elu:11.d 's _r.eginH:uit, ·bt1t1 

on ascei•tnining tJint it wohld be ini1>ossible .for the 
footin~n to reach the desired. point hi tilne-, ~t wtts 
de~ernij1ted by a co1~ne1( 6~. :offic:ers that n.11 ,vl~o ~ltul 
hot'.ses or could procure the1n should n,dvance \ forth­
wit,h. . . . . · · : · , 
. Acqordh1gly 0:~·11. Linoir anrl his co1npai1y otijcers 

yo\tinte(~red. theii·' s~rvices .ha pl'i,,n.tes, a11d 'f,roceeded 
,vith .t11e horsen1ei1 bv a· severe fotced 11narch to the 

' 1 ., < • ' _. • 

~ee,ne' o.f n.ction.. :U1 the brill'iant ncliieve1nent 'Oh 
~{ii1g's ~Q,ih~u.iri he ,vas wohnded ih the.· arin, a1~d· 
nJr;10 in the side, though riot severely-u .. hd n. third .. 
bnll 1>nsse<l tlii·811gh his hafr jhst 'tlbove·,vhere it ,vns 
t~ied: 'il_e '\yas' ril~~- .at' the 

I defeat of the celebrit.tetl 
1'ory, Col. 'Py1es, ·near·Haw ltiver, ;nnd in·· this .. en~ 
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gagement had his horse shot and hie sword broken .. 
He also raised a con1pany and marched toward Dan 
river, with the hope of joining General Greene, pre­
vious to the battle of Guilford, but was unable · to 
affect a junction in. time. Many other services of a 
minor character were performed by him, which it 
would be tedious to enumerate. 

In the militia of the State he was also an active 
and efficient officer, having passed through differe11t 
grades fron1 that that of an Orderly Sergeant to a 
Major-General, in which latter office he served for 
about ei~hteen years. 

In a civil capacity also General Lenoir discharged 
m~ny high and responsible dut.ies. He was appoint­
ed a Justice of the Peace by the convention which 
met to form the State Constitution, and was reap­
pointed by the first General .Aasembly which n1et 
under it8 authority. He continued tq discharge the 
duties of this office until his d~ath, with the excep­
tion of a temporary suspension of about two years, 
whilst he acted as Clerk of the County Couri; of 
Wilke1. It is therefore more than probable that at 
the time he died he was the oldest magistrate in the 
State, or ~rhape in the United States. He also 
fllled at different periods the various offlc~s of Reg­
ister, Surveyor, Con1missioner of Affidavits, Chair­
man of County Court, and Clerk of the Superior 
Court for the county of Wilk88. He was one of the 
original trustees of the Univ,ersity of N. 0., and was 
the flrat president of the Board. He served n1any 
vears in both branches of the State Legislature, eni ... 
hraoing nearly the whole period of our early legisl~­
tive history, and during the last five years of h'is 
88rvice in the Senate was unanimously chosen Speak­
br of that body. It may also be remarked that . he 
J>erformed the duties of that important station with 
.a muoh general satisfaction, probably, u was e.ver 
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given by the presiding officer of any deliberate as­
sembly. He was for several years elected a member 
of the. CouncH of State, and when convened, was 
chosen President of the Board. He was also a n1em• 
ber of both the State Conventions which met for the 
purpose of considering the Constitution of the Uni­
ted States ; and in the discussions ,of those bodies he 
took an active and distinguished part-insisting 
strenuously on the adoption of the amendments pro­
posed to the Constitution, and guarding wit,h great 
jealousy the rights of the States. Owing to t,he dif­
ficulties which existed among the States in the 
adoption of the Federal Const,itut.ion, an opinion 
prevailed that another General Convention would be 
called ·to revise and amend it. The Convention of 
North Carolina, acting upon this supposition, pro­
ceeded to elect five delegates to represent the State 
in the proposed General Convention, of which nun1-
ber General Lenoir was one. It is also in honor of 
him that the respectable county of Lenoir bears its 
name. 

These, together with many other services of a mi­
nor character, though important in the1nselves, or 
in furtherance of the due execution of the law, con­
stitute the sum of that' portion of the public bur• 
tlens which have been borne by this venerable man, 
fui;- many of which he declined to receive any com• 
v.enAt\tion. Those who kn&w Gen. Lenoir will read­
ily concur in the opinion that it is questionable 
wl1ether any man ever performed a public duty with 
a more punctilious regard to the promotion of the 
public welfare or in more strict acoordauot, with the 
requirements of the authoritv under whieh he acted. 

For th~ last several years· of his life be devoted 
n1uch of his time to reading and reftect,ion on public 
~ffa.irs, and manifested great, concern And exptessed 
much apprehension lest, from t,he signs of the t,in1es, 



42. TIISTOHTCAL SKETCHES 

our inestinuthle govern1nent, which cost, so mrwh 
blood and trensure, hnrdship and su:ffering, wus des­
tined, at 110 .dista,nt period, to shn.re tho fate of the 
republics of other da,ys. Indeod, so grent wore ]1is 
f Pnrs on this snbjoct that it wns n. source of renl dis­
quietude nnd unhappiness to hitn. 

In private life Gen. Lenoir ,vn:s no less distin­
guished for his 1noral ,,,ort.J-1. nnd generous hospitnli­
ty thnn in public life for his unl~ending integrity, 
fir1ni1oss and ptitriotis1n. fiis n1n,nsion wns opRn nt 
all ti1nes, not o.nly to a. ln.rgo and oxte1u~iYe circle of 
friends and ncquuintttnces, hut t<) t.he Ht.rn.nger nnd 
traveler. Although he lived for 1nnny yenrs upon a 
public highway and 1·eceived und onlerbdnnd al,l per-
8ons who chose to cull. upon hin1, ho wn8 noyer 
kno,vn· in a single instance to n1ttke .n chn.rge or 1•e­
(l0ive cµ1npensn,tion for acco1nodn.tion8 thus furnish­
ed. 

In his nutnnors and hnhit·s of life he ,vnH plain nnd 
nnostentntious. Steadily ttcth1g hin'1self upon· prin­
ciples of te1npernnc~ und frngt1..lity in, all things, hP 
endeavqred both by exn1nple n~id 1n·eeei1t t.o incul­
en.te si utilar principlea upu~i others. ~ro the poor ho 
wu.s kind nnd charitnhle, n,nd ,by his ,vill nuule lib­
Hrnl provisions for those of his 9w'~1 neighborhood. 
He hnd lung onjQyed nln1ost uninf errupt ed hen 1th 
whieh he was cn,ref Lll .to 1~roservo by 1noderuto but. 
n.ln1ost constant exercise e1ther on horsehn.ck ot" jn 
his ,vorksl.1op, of whie.h he wn,s vory fond. As evi­
denee of hiA physicitl. nbilit,y, it n1n.y be tnentiunr<l 
tihu,t h~ attoncled the Sup,eri~lr Co'nrt, (>f A:-;he count)·, 
tt dh,tauee of n•ore than 50 1nile.s frotn his 1 esidence, 
univoli~1g .the whole .distance on horsehnck, nnd 
«!rossing the Bl~1e RidgH,, n.1ul also t.it.tendPd the eonrt 
of his owH county, n, dist,1)ce of'. twentS'-four 111iles, 
11ot 1nore thu n th,-ee. we~ks .before -~ii~ d~!a,q1·: . I?uring' 
his lust illness he suffered iuuch' pi\in, and oftc-n1 ex-
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pressed a desire that the Snpre1ne Disposer of all 
'things would ·ter1ninate his sufferings. He ofte11 
snid '' Dem th hnd no terrors for hiln-he did not fenr 
to die." I-fis ren1aina ,vere int.erred in the famHy 
burying-ground, which occupies thH 8pQt ,vhere Fort 
l)efh1nce ,n1s erected during the Revolutionary wnr. 

S. Ji"'. P. . 

' ZEBULON BAIRD, GRAND.FArI'I-IER OF 
ZEBULON R. VANCE. 

ZEnur.oN Hnird ''nnce's grnndfntl1er, Zebulon 
Hnird, wns a. nntive of \Vilkes county. It "'ns after 
this \Vilke8 count.v ancestor that t.he noted Oener1r], 
(1overnor, Sl111ntor fllll'! dt.ateAninn WHH nfin1ed. Not­
,vit:hst.nnd ing tho fnet t.hn t he lived nen.rly n. <~<~nt.ui·y 
ngo and is \'ery- Jittle ktHnvn u.t thi!-1 dny, Zebulon 
l1nird Hhou)d bo counted ns 011e of the grent, 1nen r,f 
,vnkes eonnty ~ for the l'HflSOll thn.t he wns the grund­
fnthPr of the n1ost belovl)d nuu1 thnJ flVer lived in 
Now·.h Cnrolina. 
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FIRST CHURCH IN THE COUNTY. 

SURRY county was formed in 1770 from Rowan 
county, which, until this date, comprehended a large 
11ortion of Western North Carolina from beyorid the 
Yadkin to the 1.lississipp! river, in~lu~i~g _all the 
upper valley of the Yadk111 to the V1rg1n1a hne. In 
1775 Surry was a frontier county. The Mulberry 
Field Meeting House was the only church in the en­
tire county. This church, or meeting house as it 
was called, was situated where the town of Wilkes­
boro now stands. Some of our oldest citizens think 
this church stood about where the Chronicle build­
ing now stands, or probably a few yards further 
south. It was a Baptist church and the first to be 
built in this section of the country. 

It required no little zeal and Christian energy to 
prompt our early se_ttlers to expose themselves to 
great danger and hardship to come to this church, 
traveling scores of miles through dense forests and 
jungles and over the rudest kind of roads, knowing 
that an attack of the treacherous Indians to take 
their lives was ~robable at any moment. But ij, wa.s 
a gracious privilege to those sturdy Christians to 
be permitted to worship God according to their own 
will and as their own consciences directed, even 
though they did so at the peril of their lives. They 
knew what it was to be deprived of that privilege 
by tyrann•ical rulers and la.we, and from such oppres­
sions they had fled to this country and erected th~ 
Mulberry Field Meeting House, where they n1ight, 
worship when'and in whatever manner they saw flt.. 
The Holy Spirit of Almighty God mnet have direut.­
ed then1 and stayed the totnaha,vk and arrow in th~ 
hands of the treacherous eneiny. I adn1ire sucl1 
faith and zeal, and it is no wonder t,hat these faith-
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ful, sturdy, energetic pioneers should build up a 
section where tyranny cannot reign and tyrants can 
no,t live. _W ~cannot.too much appreciate the per­
severance and patriotism of our ancestors who came 
to Wilkes to build homes ai1d plant civilization for 
us. 

EARLY SCHOOLS. 

UNTIL 1889 there were no public schools in North 
Carolina; and for several years after that date the 
system of public schools did not reiwh all the people 
in all sections of the state. In the early historv of 
the county the opportunity of obtaining an educa­
tion was scant. There were only two or more pri­
vate schools; with school houses made of logs, sticks 
and mud, scattered about over the CQUnty. 

The following account of some of our ea.rly schools 
ie taken from the Report on Education by the State 
Superintendent of Public Instn1ction for-1898: · 

'' Incorporated Schools-Philomathian Academy, 
chartered 1804; Wilkesboro Academy, chartered 
1810, and again in 1819. 

'' At a very early period in this century there was 
.a notable 'Grammar School,' with John Harrison as 
principal. It Wtl-8 .~escribed as 'ten nliles belo,v the 
court house.' Latin and Greek "'ere offered. The· 
tuition· was $10 for ten n1onths, and board could be 
had at •to per year . 
. _ "The only teacher of the Wilkesboro Acaden1y 
whose name I have been able to recover is that of 
Rev. Peter McMillan, wJiose t,uition ,vas· fifty per 
cent. higher than Mr. Harrison's, and the 'board 
from 75 to 100 per cent_. higher.'' 

., 
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"TO THUMB THE NOTCH." 

REVOLUTIONARY time~ were indee4 trying to t.he­
aettlers along the frontier. Both Indians and Tories 
gave much Trouble. · The way in which punishment 
was inflicted in those days was severe and effective~ 
The following account of the punishment . of Shade 
Laws will give the reader some idea, of the character 
of those times : · 
. "The depredations of the Tories were eo frequent 

and their conduct so savage that summary punish­
ment was demanded by the exigencies of the- times. 
This Cleveland inflicted ,vithout ceremony. General 
Lenoir relates a circumstance that oct,urred at · the 
Mulberry Meeting House. While there• on some 
public-occasion, the rumor was that mischief was 
going ·on by the Tories. Lenoir we·nt to his . horse 
tied at some distance from. the house, and as he ap­
proached a m·an ran off from the opposite side· ~f the 
horse. Lenoir hailed him but he did not ·gto·p; he 
puratied hitµ and found that he had, stolen one of 
the et,irrurs off his saddle. - He· carr!ed tha pilfer~r 
to Colone Cleveland, who ordered him to place hts 
two thumbs in a notch for that purpose in an arbor 
fork and hold them there while he ordered hhn to 
receive flfte.en lashes. This was his pecuha,r manner 
of inflicting the law· and gave origen to the phrase 
t'to thumb the notch." The punishment on the of~ 
fender above named was well inflicted. by Captain 
John Beverly, whose· ardor did not etop at the order­
ed number. After the fifteen had been given, Colo­
nel Herndon ordered him to stop, but Beverly con­
tinued to whip the wincing culprit. Colonel Hern.;. 
don drew his·.- sword and struck Beverly. Captain 
Beverly drew also, ·and they had a tilt whi_ch, but 
for friends, would have _terminated f~tally.'' 
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The tree in which the notches were cut was stUI 

standing in 1850. · Wheeler, in ·hie history of North 
Carolina·, says, '.'There is a· tree in Wilkes county 
which bears the name of 'Shade· Laws Oak' on ,vhich 
the notches thumbed. by said Laws under· the sen• 
tence of Cleveland, are qistinctly visible.~' ·'fhe tree 
stoqd about htt.1 f a mile west of the village of Mora­
-via.n ·Falls on the -top of the hill just above the old 
Shi_loh church. The tree·was cttt down ~everal years 
n:go by some one who, probably from personal • rea­
sons. wanted the tree destroyed. The stump is still 
visible. 

DANIEL BOONE. 

DANIEL BooNE was n~t a native of Wilke$, but it 
wa.e here he spent a portion of his life;· and here · it 
was that he was trained in our forests for the life he 
afterwards lived. Hie name is loved tl-Dd cherished 
all over the country but nowhere 1nore than . in 
Wil~es ·county. His pisto~y is a part ?f tlte oount,y's·~ 
and 1t would be an. injustice not to give a sketch of 
this pioneer in this book. The sketch f,>llowing is 
from tl1e ·pen of John H. Wheeler and is the best 
short sketch of Boone I have ever seen: . 

Daniel Boone was born in 1746, i.n Bucks county, 
Pe1:1nsylva~ia, near Bristol, about twe!1ty 1n~iles f-roin 
Phtladelph1a.. When he w~s but,a child, hie ;fat.her 
emigrated to North· Carolina, and e~ttled in. one·. of 
the valleys of the Yadkin~ Here Boone wu reared 
una here he married Miss Bryan; · . . -

In May, 1769, Boone informs us hhn8elf, "a<}oom­
pa.'nied hJ John Findley, Jo.h~ St'll:art, Joseph Ho~­
den, James Mouay and Wtlham -Cool," left hts 
home·and quiet joys -for the '·'dark and· bloody 
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ground" of Kentucky, then inhabited onlv by wi'Id 
a-nimals and savages. But in the boundless foresteJ. 
he seemed to be in his appropriate sphere. Here he 
pursuerl the deer,. buffalo and wild beasts. After a 
hard day's hunt, as Boone and Stuart w.ere return­
hig to their camp, they were seized by a horde of 
savages who made'the1n prisoners: that night they 
escaped, but what was their surprise when they came 
to their ca.nip they found their comrades were gone, 
either prisoners or ri1urdered, for the camp was de~ 
aerted. · But the .spirit of Boone kne~ no despair. 
He called a11 his resources into action, hus­
banded his gan1e and a.munition, and prepared to 
return to North Carolina. At this. titne Boone's 
brother, fired by the same ardor for wild excitement, 
came out to their can1p with one. ~on1panion. This 
infused fresh joys·and new hopes .. But soon after 
Stuart fell in a foray 'with the Indians, no -persua­
sions could induce their coin pan ion to. re1nain,. and 
he left Boone and his brother alone iii the vast wil­
dei;ness. 'rh~y erected a house to pr.otect ·them, and 
s11pplied plentifully· with ~ame, they passed the 
winter in con1furt. But their amunition and ·salt 
becoming scant, the brother of Boone returned . for ~ 
~upply,: and Daniel Boone was· left alo·ne in the :wild 
forests· of Kentucky. This voluntary exile was . not 
unpleasant to his temper. In his journal he assures 
us that his mind was filled with ad1niration . of the 
boundless beauties of riature. ·The n1agnificent for­
est was cl9thing itself in the rich att,ire of spring, 
t,he gorgeous flo,vers \\tere unfolding their glories to 
his eye alone, the wild deer and buffalo were· not 
fearful of his presence.· · 

He continued in these solitary quarters· until the 
27th of July, when his brother .returned loaded with 
I\Jnunition and Bitl t, to. them _n1ore prt1cious than th,~ 
1nines of.· C:.1,li f ornia. _ · · 'fQey ·q_1~de -an ... · expedition · "to 
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the Cun\ber]and river, namin~ the rivers they pass­
ed, and 111aking such observations as n1ight be of f u­
ture· use. 

In March, 1771, theyreturned to North Carolina .. 
He was so charmed with the rich soil,. the l-,.:.,untiful 
produc~ions of nature, and the abundant ga111e thtlt 
he sold hia farn1 on the Yadkin, und by his represen­
tations, five families and his own set out for their 
:return to Kentucky, on_ the 25th.of Sept~mber, 1778; 
as they passe(l Powelfs valley, th.en one hundred an<l 
fifty miles from the s.ettled parts. of Virginia, forty 
hardy sons o: the forest joined them. They pursued 
their journey until the._ 10th of October, ,vhen ·they· 
,1ere furiou~ly attacked .by a large body of Indians. 
By their skill, unflinching oour~ge and resolution, 
tlie superior force of_ the savages was beaten off, but 
Boone's party lost ~ix men killed and one wounded. 
Atnong the killed was Boone's· oldest son, a youth 
of 1nuch promise' and ·daring. _ . -
. --This repulse forced th.ell) to ·r~trea,t to 'th~ settle­
ment on Cli.nch river .. ~ere he remained with his 
family until the 6th ofJurie; 1774. when the Gov­
ernor .of Virginia (Diu~more) engaged hfm and an: 
adventur~rby the name of Starer to co~duct a party 
of surveyors to the fulls of the Ohio, near eight hun• 
dred miles; this _he performed on· _·foot in sixty~two 
days_. On his returi1 _Duninore gave him the com­
mand of the garrisons on the fr9ntier .. which he 
maintained du.ring th~ war at this p( riod against 
the Shawnee Indians~ . · , . 

In March~ 1775, he ·attended, at the request of 
,Judge Richard H.enderson, a council of t.he Chero­
kee~, by which they ce~ed tl\,eir lands south of the 
Kentucky river. , · . 

In April he ere~tecJ a fort at t~e spot where the 
tQwn of _Boonesboro riow. f3tands .. The Indianij were 
very n\tich dissatisflt~ at-. the. -eieotion of this . fo.~t. 



00. ID8TORYOAL 81CETC.H:e8 

After it was finished he returned in June for hie, 
family on Clinch river. Mrs. Boone and her daugh~ 
ter were the first white wo1nen that ever stood on the 
banks of the Kentucky river. . . 

In Dece111ber the Indians. inn.de a• furious assault 
ori this fort, by which Boone lost one. man killed 
and another wounded·; but the Indiu,ns WAre.repulsed 
wit,h great ~laughter"· This def eat ~as so severe that, 
the Indians treacherously appeared . reconciled and 
t1een1ed to give up all idetts of-assaulting the fort or 
molesting the whites. This caused ~he inhabitants 
of the fort to be less guarded, ~nd they made , fre.:.. 
quent visits and excursions into the forests around. 
On t·he 14th of July, 1776-jtiet. seven months from 
their last. attack-.ls three young, ladies, two daugh~ 
ters of Colonel Calo way and the, third · of Colonel 
Boone, were leisurely strolling in the woods ·they 
were pursued by the !Qdians and caught before they 
could reach the gates of the for:t. At this moment 
Boone was oft hunting,. bu,t w.hen be returned, with­
out any aid, he followed. alone the·: -:"cks of. the In~ 
dians. He knew that if he waited to collect a .force 
the cunn~ng robbers .would be entirely beyond pur­
suit. With a eagaoity peculia,r to hunters, he. fol­
lowed their trail without the least deviationL while 
tho girls hft.d the presence of miµd to snap oti- twigs 
from time to time as they pa8sed through the shrub­
bery in their route. At last he .. ca1ne in sigh~ of 
t,hem, and bv the aid of his unerring rifle, killed 
two of the Indians and recovered tho young ladies 
and reached the fort in safety. · • • • 

'l'he cra.f ty foe now made open war. On the 15th 
of April, 1777, the unitw} tribes. 1nade an attack on 
t,he fort,but it. was unsuccessful. . . . ; 

1n .July tw(inty-ftve inen.arrived from·N orth Oaro .. 
Jina, and in August Captain. Bowman, with one 
hundred 1ne11, Uirrived from Virginia. By thi, pow-
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erful reinfor.cement they· no longer dreaded the 
savages, hut saUied out and made attacks on the· 
Indians and drove them fron1 th~ vacinity. 

·on the first of January, 1778, Colonel Boone with 
thirt>y n1en co1n1nenoed making en.It for ' the first 
t.itne in that region at the Blue 1-'icks, . on Licking 
river; an.d he n1ade enough of this essential of life 
for all the civilized inhabitants of the ·'infant com-
1nunity. · • 

On the 7th of February, as Colonel Boone was 
hunting aloue, he Wft$ surprised by one hundred In­
<Ua.ns nnd two Frenchmen. They took him prisoner. 
He l~arned toon that ·a furious att.nck was to be·· 
made by a strong force Qn. Boouesboro. . He capitu­
lated for the fort, knowing its ,weak st-ate; as it had. 
only twenty-seven 1nen, the r~t had gone with salt 
into the settle1nents in Virginia. - . . 

The Indians, according. to their treaty, carried 
t,heir prisoners tQ old Chili Cothe, the r,rincipal 
town of t~e Miitmi, where they arrived on the 18t.h 
of Feb. u_.nd according to their fittr1ns, the Indians 
used him kindly. . 

. In· March they carried Boone to Detroit to · offer 
l1im for ransom to t.he Governor; but o·i1 the route 
tl1e Indians· became so much att,ached to- him . that 
they refused to part wit,h ·him; ·a,nd after·1~aving at 
:Petroit the other ·prisoners~ they returned '.w.ith 
Boone .to Chili Cot,he. He Wft..\J adopted as one of 
the tribe and pretended to be very fond · of his new 
father ·and .mother, and take gren.t. interest, in their · 
sports a.nd huntir~g. His 'plu11· of escave was hurried· 
by an alar1ning circun1stance; while 1neditating up-
9n ~the was astonished to see an assetnblage of four 
hundred warriors· at Chili Cothe. An at.tack on 
Boonesboro was planned. On the 10th of Jurye !1B 
escaped' a.nd reached Boone8boro on the 20th a duil­
tanoe of one hundred and sixty iniles, during which 
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be eat but one meal. He found the fort. in bad con­
dition, and set all hands about to repair it. The In­
dians, finding that he had escaped, postponed the 
attack. 

On the 1st of August, with nineteen men, Boone 
sets out to attack an Indian town called Paint Creek, 
on the Sciota. Within four n1iles of the fort they 
n1et f,>rty Indians on· their way to attack ihem. A. 
de_sperate fight ensues, in which Boone conquered, 
,vithout the loss of a·man . 

. On the 8th of August the largest force that ever 
appeared before Boonesboro orders it to surrender. 
The assailants were four hundred and forty-four In­
dians a_nd eleven Frenchmen,_ commanded by Cap­
tain Duquesne. Boone requests a parley of three 
clays during ,vhich he n1ade every preparation for an 
active and ,,igorous defense. 

On the 9th Boon'e informs the French con1n1ancler 
t.hat "h~ woul~ defend the fort .as long as a man 
could raise a rifle.',' · 

The wily Frenchman, knowing the prowess of his 
opponent, seeks to effect by stratagem what he 
dares not atte1n pt by n.r1ns. A treaty is agreed to. 
Boone with the required nun1ber go forth to sig-n the 
document. He is inforn1ed, after signing, that it 
,vas an Indian custo1n from time immemo;rial, for 
two Indians to shake the hands of one white man. 
This he reluctantly consented to, and the. moment 
the ·savages took hold of each white man they en­
deavored to hold hitn fast. Boone feels .the sinewy 
grasp of two athletic Indians, and his con1panio11s 
are betrayed into -a like perilous condition. · No,v 
arose the mighty struggle f?r liberty and for life._ 

"Now gallant Boone! now hold thy own, · 
No maiden arm is round thee thrown; . 
'f·hat desperate JlraAp thy frame would feel, 
Througl, bars of l>rau au<l triple steel." . · 
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For~une favors at this moment of 1mril hor gfl.ll&nt 

son; the knife of Boone finds a bloody s]u~n,t.h in" on A 
of his opponents; the other is thro'\\\1 down, and 
Boone and his tnen escape to the fort. 

His nan1e can never die. The · memory of this 
chivalric exploit, and the name of Boone will live 
as long as the Kentucky river rolls its troubled trib­
ute to the "(lreat Father of Waters;" and when the 
marble in our National Capitol,• which. commemo­
rates this deed, shall have cru111bled to itg original 
elements. 

The Indians, after an unsuccesRful ·attack, raised 
the seige, after a loss of several killed and wounded. 

Dtiring the absence of Colonel Boone in capt1vity 
amon~ tha Shawnees. hie wife, thinking her husband 
was killed, returned with her family to· her father's, 
on t,he Yadkin, in North Carolina. Boone came to 
North Carolina after them. · 

He returned with them in about two years to • 
Boonesboro, during which tin1e many battles had 
been lost and w,>11. 

As he and his brother were rat.urning from ·· the 
Salt L.icks, they were attacked by the Indians; hiR 
brother was killed by a shot front the Indians. 
Boone only escaped by rapid flight, killing the dog 
the Indians had sent on his trail. 

Such was the life Boone led until .the defeat of thP 
Indians by \Vayne (1702) introduced pence and 
quiet in this dark and dtingerous country. 

Between this tin1e and the ti n1e ( 1702) the new 
territory ca1ne into the Union, Virginia had enacted 
so many laws, which Boone in the ein1plicity of his 
nu.ture had failed to coii11>ly with, or his businesR 

-·--·-----
*In the rotunda at \\'ashinjlton. in sc11lptnre, over tl,e 

door u you enter the House of Repr~,;~utaUves, is thhs 
scene, by an eminent @(..tt1lptor • 

• 
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was done so loosely, that . the very land he had 
bought and paicl for. in th_e sacrifices of hilnself a11d 
the blood of his son and his brother · ,vas wr·ested 
from hhn. Ho,v sttd ·a co1nn1entary upon human 
nature. Ho,v 1nonrnfnlly true the Latin adage, 
homo ho1n ini lupus ( 1nnn is a wolf to man). 
. In-1708 he shoulders his rifle and goes to the 
wilds of Missouri. Here was a country as wild n.nd 
unclaimed as his heart desired. 'fhe republic was. 
that of the forest, the t·ifle nnd the hunter; and 
Boone ,vas' comn1n.nder•in-chief. He never sighed 
for ,vhat ,vas lost. He said Kentucky was too 
crowded, he ,vanted 1nore elbow-roo1n. Here he 
lived until 1818, when he 1lost his. ,vife; t.he faithful 
corilpanion of a.11 his trinls and troubles exchanged 
this for a brighter ,vorld. This was the severest 
blow Boone ever received, He left Missouri arid 
caJne to his.son, Major Nathan Boone, where _he iiv­
ed, employing his leisure with his favorite rifle and 
trapping beavers, until 1818 when be calmly and re­
signedly breathed his last, in the eighty-fourth year 
of his age, surrounded by affection n.nd love. It wns 
stated in the papers· at the titne of his death t}:iat he 
was found· dead at a stand, watching for a deer, with 
his rifle sprung, and raised ready t~· fire. In the In­
dian idea he had gone to the hunting ground of the 
wnrriqr above, ,vhere his spirit wotlld be ha1>py · 
when the stars would cease t'o give their light. 
. 'l'he Character of Boone is so peculiar that it 1nnrkA 
the age h1 which he lived; and his name has been 
celebrated in the verses of the inunortu.l Byron: 

--of all men--
Who pass for in life and death tnost lucky, · 
Of the ~rest names which in our faces stare, 
Is Daniel Boone, backwoodsman of Kentucky. 

Crime caine no,t near him-she if~ not the child 
Of solitude. Health shrank not from him, for 
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· Her home fs in the rarely trodden wild. 
. . -Don Juan, Canfo VII, L VI. 
And tall and strong and swift on foot were they, 

Beyon,I the d wa rfl ng city's pale abortions, 
Because their thoughts had never been the prey 

Of care or ~oin; th.t, (lreen woods were theh· portion; 
No sinking spirit~ told them they ~rew gray, 

No fashions made ·the1n apes of her distortions: 
Simple they were, not ~avajle; and their ri~t,S, 
Though very true, were not yet used t'or trifles. 

)lotion was their days, rest in their slnmhers, · 
And cheerfulness the hanrlmnid of their toils; 

Nor vet too many, uor too few their numbers; 
Corruption co\ll<l not nuik~ their hearts her soil: 

Tho lash which stings, the splendor whfoh encumbers, 
With the free foresters di vlde no spoil i . 

Serene, not amllen, e,·en the solitudes 
Of this unslghing people of the \\oods. 

In North Carolina was Boone reared. Here hiM 
youthful days ,vere SJJent; and here that bold spirit 
was trained, which so fearlessly encountered the pe,-­
ils through which he passed in after life. His f~me 
is a pnrt of h~r property, and she has inscribed hiR 
name on a town (Boone) iii the regio:Q. · ,vh~re his 
youth was spent. · · · · 

I an1 indebted to a sketoh in the NationnJ Port,rait 
Gallery, by W. A. C., for the leading facts. and 
dates in tlie life of Boone. · 

· It was on a farn1 near-Holman's ford thf\.t .Boone's 
·m1,rly life was spent. 'rhere· n:re objects st,ill existing 
in that locality whi()h were associated ,vith hin1 in 
his' hunting e;xpeditions and travels. 'fhere are trees 
standing to thi~ day beariug marks which indicate 
that at or neb.r the spot Daniel Boone killed n, bear. 
Boone's Gap ih- the Brushy n1ountnins, nenr Boo1ner, 
is so called becq.use: it was ,vas in_ Boone's route a­
oross the 1nonntain on his hunting expeditions. A 
short distance fron1 thia gap, 0~1.a tribtitary of \Var-
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rior creek, i'J ~. beautiful waterfall which owes its 
name-Boone's I?alls-to t.his great hunter. 

KING'S MOUNTAIN. 

THE battle of King's Mountain is very closely con­
nected with the history pf Wilkes county. Nearl.v, 
or probably n~ore than, half the An1erican soldiers 
engaged in t,h1s famous battle for the freedom of the 
American p~ople were from Wilkes county, as her 
houndary ,lines were at that time. Wilkes furnished 
three distinguished leaders for this battle-Col. Ben­
jamin Cl~veland, Col. John Sevier and Gener,il 
Isaac Shelby. The forces assembled at Watauga, in 
\Vilkes county (now in Carter county, Tenn.) and 
decided to attack the British forces under Maj. Fer­
guson. 

At that time the Western {>art of North Carolina. 
was a stronghold for the Torte~ and tnany of the . 
1nen in the British ranks at King's Mountain were 
'foriee. · 

Following is a circular letter issued by Major Fer­
guson to the 'fories just seven days before the battlf, 
of King's Mountain.: 

· Donard's Ford, Tryon Co., Oct. 1, 1780., 
Gentle1nen :-Unless you wish to be cut up by an 

inundation of barbarians, ,vho have begun by 1nur­
clering the unarmed son before the aged father, ancl 
afterwards lopped off his arn1s, a.nd who by their 
~hocking cruelty and irregula1ities, give the best 
proof of their cowardi~e . and want of disch>line;, I 
Mft.y if you wish t,o be p1n1onod, robbed and ~nurder• 
od, n,ncl to see your wives and daught.ers, 111 four 
days, abused by the dregs of nu\nkind-in short, if 
you wish or desire to live and lJear the nan1e of tnen, 
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grasp your arms in a moment and run to camp. 
· The backwater n1en have crossed the n1ouutain; 

Mc~owell, Hamptoµ, Shelby and Clevela~d are at 
their heUicl, so that you know what you vnll have to 
depend upon. If you choose to be p _ d upon for­
ever and ever by a set of mongrels, say so at once, 
and let your women turn their. backs upon you and 
look out for real men to protect them. 

· PAT. FERGUSON, Maj. 71st Regiment. 
Ferguson was expecting an attack f ron1 the Amer­

icans and directed a letter_ to Lord Cornwalis at 
Charlotte, soliciting• aid. At thi ➔ time Ferguson ·and 
his. division of the armr were at Gil~ert town, fr'?n1 
which place he began hie march to I{1ng's Mou11t,a1n. 
He camped the first night at Cownens ( soon to be­
come famous for the success of our arms-over Tarle­
ton, Jan. 17, 1781). On the 5th of October . l1e 
crossed Broad river at Deep Ferry ancl marched six­
teen miles; on the 6th he marched up the ridge road, 
until he came to a right hand fc rk acr.;ss King's 
creek and through a · gap towards Yorkville, about, 
fourteen miles; and on the auinmit of Kfng'.s M,oun­
tain he encam,ped. Here he declared was "a place 
where God Ahnighty could not drive him from." 

About 8 o'clock on the 7th of October, 178Q, after 
being in the saddle for thirty hours, without rest, 
and drenched by a heavy rain, the fearless Ameri-
cans approached King's Mountain. . . 

This mountain ie in Cleveland county, on the 
.borders of North and South Carolina; it extends 
East and West and on the sun1mit is a plateau about, 
flvA hundred yal'cls long and sixty or s~venty broad. 
On this summit was Ferguson posted. The A1neri­
cans were divided into three wings. The right wing 
.was under the com~and of McDowell, Sevier and 
Winston; Campbell and Shelby commanded the cen­
ter, while the left wing was under the · ·comnutnd of 
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Cleveland and Williams. The plun of battle was tl1 
surround the mountain and attack each side sitnu l­
taneously. 'l'he- center co1nmenced the attack· autl 
rnarched boldly up the mo1,1ntain. The battle l1ere 
was fierce, f nrlons and bloody. 'l,he center gave way, 
but rallied, and reinforced by Ca1npbell 's regi1nent,_ 
returned to the charge. • 'rownrds the latter part of 
t.l1e action the enemy 1nada a furious ·onset f 1ion1 tho­
eastern sum n1it n.nd drove the A1nericn.ns to the foot; 
t.her~ they rallied and in close colnn1n returned to 
the httu,ck; and in turn drove the enemy. They gain-­
ed th~ sum in it and drove the enen1y before theni to­
the western end, ,vhere Cie,1elu.nd nnd \Villiams had 
b~~n contending with another part of their lii1e. 
Cu.inpbell now reached the sununit and poured on 
the ene1ny a deadly fire. The brave Ferguson, lilce 
tt lion at bay, tun1ed on these new adversaries and 
tidv~nced with fixed ~ayone~. The

1
y gave way for 

the 1nome.1t, but rnlhed under their gallant leaders 
to the attack.. · H,trhe ,vhole 1nountu.in ,vn.s covered. 
with ·s1noak. and Reamed to thunder." Attacked oil 
1tll sides, the circle beco1ning less and less, Ferguson 
in a desperate n1ove endeavored t,o brnke through the 
Anterican lines, and ,v~s shot dend in the at,to1npt. 
This decided the df\y .. ,rl'~e British flag was lo,vered, 
tincl a white flag raised for q11ar.ters. 

One hundred and fifty of the ei1en1y, inclucling 
t.heir conunnnder, lay den.cl on the field, 810 ,vound­
od ancl prisoners. 1500 stn.nde of ar1ns, and the 
American ai1thority restored, were tho fntits .of thiB 
victory. . 

rrhis ,vas tho turning point of. tho fortunes of 
A.111erica. '!'his decisive blow prostrated the British 
power for qio t,iJno, .vanquished U1e .trory in fltH.Hlce, 
nnd encourngHcl tha hopes of t,he· pnt.1ots. 

Lord Cornwallis left Charlotte nud fell bn,ck to 
\Vinnsboro, deon1iug ilny proxt•.n1ty to such .feurless 
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men unsa.J'e for the 1nail1 army, nor did he advance 
until reinrorced by General I...eslie with troops fron1 
the north. 

The ~ta.I loss oh the A1ne1·ican side ,vas twenty­
-eight killed and sixty wounded. 

THE SIAMESE 1'\VINS. 

THE eelebrnted Siamese Twins, Cha:ng and Eng, 
af~r traveling over an the world and seeing the ad­
vn.ntnges and-disndvn.ntages .of every ·cot111try, chose 
the quiet glens of ~ 7ilkes as the loveliest spot .for re-
tirPment nnd repose. _ 

They were born in May, 1811, at, Maklong, Siatn, 
and died in ·Wilkes county, near Hays p()stoffice, 
about tlie year 1880. 

In 1829 they left their country for An1erica, and 
since they·have traveled over the whole of this con­
tinent, England, France and other count1·i~s, exci­
ting the admirv,tion of the crowd, nnd t,he invefi!tign .. 
tions oft.he scient.ific Sir Ashley Cooper, of London, 
Dr .. Samuel L. Mitchell, of. Ne,v York, nnd _ot,hers, 
who have reported upon this singular phenomenon 
in the natural world. · 
. They ,vere united together t\S one by an ensifo1·n1 · 
un-rtilnge f ro1n t,he side. 'fhe blood vessels nnd 
nerves of en.ch com1nunicnood. TherH se<-nned to be 
a perfect syinJ>atl~y, for when one was sick so \\'ns 
tho other. 'I' 1ey ,vent to sleep n.t tho snn10 1no1nent,, 
ttnd woke at the· sn111e. Both died on the Rtune day, 
only a few n101nonts int.orvening bet,ve,:,.1 tht;ir 
deaths .. 

A tim(' or t,wo was appointed to sopnrnte t.he twins 
but the scientific doct.ors deeided thnt su<Jh nn oper­
ntion would ter.n1inate t.heh· 1i ves. 
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They were wen.lthy, well settled, and both happily 
married and had interest,ing fan1ilies around them. 
They married t,vin sisters named Yates, sisters of 

•• Austin and Jesse Yates, late of this county. Ex-
County Co1nmissioner, Robert Yates, who lives near 
Boon1er, is a nephew of the ·wives of the Si8:J!!ese 
Twins. Several of their descendants yet live in Sur­
ry county and they have adopted the name Bunker 
as their surname. The house now owned and occu• 
pied by Ambros Wiles was buiJt by the Siamese 
T,vins, and there they lived and died. · 

1'hey differed ,videly in appearance, character and 
strength. One waa sober and patient.; the other in-• 
temperate and irritable. It is said that they fre­
quently fell out-generally about their movements 
-whether they should or should not go somewhere­
and sometimes fought like dogs. In 1870 Chang 
,vas stricken with paralysis fro1n which he died U, 

few years later. In a short time-probably about 
RO minutes-Eng followed him to the great beyond. 
They·\\'ere the most interesting persons that ever 
Ii ved in the· countv. Iri the natural history of the 
world there is not· another case like t.hetn. 
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'l'H.E SHOW If'IG:IJT. 

B1t•r,vEEN the years 1855 and 18U0, in \Vilkesboro, 
occurred one of the n1ost retnnrkable fights in the 
history of t.he county. Robinson's Sho,v had pitch­
ed their tents in the vale on the north side of Main 
street, just opposite ,vhere the new ~fethodist church 
now stands. '£he show people had a stand where 
t,hey sold candy, le1nonnde, etc. It ,vas at this 
stand thnt the 'trouble arose. George .Johnson went 
u~; to the sfalnd to buy so1ne candy; the showman 
,vanted to chttrge hin1 about, three titnes the usual 
vrice of candy in ~he stores at that time, when final­
ly .Johnson told hun to take the candy and go to 
h-J with it. This insulted the showman who in 
turn insulted Johnson, who was so1nething of a 
fight.er, and he at once began the fight. 'l'he show­
nin.n 's partners ca,ne to his aid, ar1ned with sticks, 
singletrees and such other ·weapons as t.hey could 
get t.heir hnnds on. Johnson's friends ca1ne to · his 
uicl about ns fnst as the showmen to tho aid of thflir 
comrnde. A de~pe1·ate battle followed. 

An1ong Johnson's friends who engaged in the 
fight 1nay be 1nentioned the following: JiJllis An­
derson, Andy Porter, "13ill" 1'rn.nsou, \Vesley Nich­
olls, Pc~ter Johnson, JoneA 'l'ransou nnd others. 

Such wen.pons were ui:;ed us were 1nost convenient 
and several <>n each side were hndly hurt, but no 
one killed. 

ShHriff Stn.ley ,vas inforn1od of ~,he fight nnd he 
soon had the pu,rtici pntors unch~r nrroAf; nnd und'3r 
gun.rd. After tJu~ showtuon who hud ongn.ged in tho 
fight hnd ooen arrestHd, ti pnrty who ,vere absent, 
wiU1 the horsc~s during the fight, unn10 up. 'l'hey 
wore nttuck(;,~ by the. \Vil~es purty, who by this 
t.i1no had procured sticks, axes nnd other deadly 

' 
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weapons, n.nd were prepared to do son1e fatal execu­
tion. 'I'he show1nen told thein they knew n >thing 
of the trouble ttnd were not concerned fn it, b .tt the 
enrnged citizens were not dispoAed to hear the1n. 
A.bout that time Sheriff Staley appeared on the 
scene and infor1ned t,he citizens thn.t the showmen 
who had engaged in the fight ,vere under arrest; 
then the citizens caln1ed down and another bloody 
fight ,vas averted. 

The aho,v1nen under arrest ,vere marched to the 
court house and a preli1ninnry trial ,vas held before 
Dr. R. Ji"'. Hackett, ,vho ,vas a ~Justice of the Peace 
at that time. 'l'he trial lasted until about 1nidnight 
"'hen the ,vhole part,y ,vns bound to court. Tho 
show1nen did not ,vn.nt to go to jnil and the jail ,vas 
,vns not sufficient to hold the1n, so they ,vere kept 
in the court house, under gun.rd, until morning, 
when, after the shown1en luul paid him $500, Gen. 
James B. Gordon stood surety for their appearn.nco 
nt court. 'rhey never appeared and finally tho case 
,vas dis1nissed .upon pnyn1ent of the cost by (lordon. 
'J'he cost in the case nn1ountod to nbout $1tl0, so 
Gordon clon1·ed about $870 in the trn.nsaction: 

After the ones engaged in the fight ,vero arrrstod 
t-.he Rho,v proceoded and a largo crowd ,vitnessecl the 
exhibit. 
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JAMES I-IENRY SPAINIIOUR. 

BY FHANK H. HJ.JNDHEN. 

tT AMES IIENRY SPAINHOUR ,vn.s horn in Burke conn.;. 
ty in 1835, n.nd cn,n1e to vVilkes county in 1858. 
New Hope Acnde1ny, in Lowis ]fork township, hnd 
just been co1npleted n.nd wn.s in quest of of a princi­
pal. lVIuj. tTn.s. IL li'oote reconunended l\'[r. Spain­
hour to the position n.nd he ,vns elected. He 1·e-
1nn.ined in this position until the 011tbret1king of tho 
,vn.r, ,vhen he nnlisted in Co1i1pn.ny B., Cn,pt. Stokes, 
whieh con1iltu1y wns nt.tnched to the First Regitnent 
N. C. '"olunteers. n'lr. Spninhour being a licensed 
n1inister of the Ba.ptist church, wa~ appointed Chn,p­
lttin of this 1tegi1nont in which capn.city he served 
unt.il his den,th nt I•'redericksburg, on the 17th day 
of:October, 1J61. . 

It wn8 unch-n· Prof. Spn.inhour's principttlship, that 
New If ope A.cndetny enjoyed its brief period of nscen~ 
<lency n111ong the 1,chooJs of this county ttnrl }ul,Cl its 
cnreer not been cut Rhort by tho war it ,vcn1ld donbt­
leAs hflcan10 one of the }en.ding institutions in tho 

I. I 

western pnrt of the Stu.te. It, wns located 111 ,vluit 
wns~·nstly consi<let·,~d at that ti1n0 the 1nost, progress­
ive. conunl~nit.y in the county. 'l'he Acade1ny "'n.s 
bur Hd during tho wnr 1'.,nd nfter thnti unhnppy strug­
gle still .. houses took its p1nce nnd the con1n1unity 
long suff(n·od fro1n tlH:~ir h1ight.ing inflnc~noe. R.e­
cently, however. th<➔ Acndetny hns been robnilt, nnd 
the co1n1nunity, which coutn.ins sotne of tho brn,t, 
pfloplo in t,ho county, is regn,ining so1ne of its old 
t,itne ,nctiviLy nnd progress. 

'l'ho lnte lv.fnj. JI. Biughn1n, as ,vel] ltFl n1n,ny of f-.he 
lending citizens of t,his county of t,he older eln8s, 
received their eduon,t.ion nt New H<tpe Aoaden1y. · 
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COL. W. H. H.·COWLES .. 

[For the leading facts in this sketch the n,utI1or is 
indebted to Jero1ne Dowel's sketch of Col. Cowles in 
''Sketches of Pro1ninent Living North Cn.rolinin.ns," 
and t.o the sketch by \\!. ,v. lln.rber, ,vhich ttppea1·ecl 
i.n The ·wilkesbnro Chronicle Jrin. 8. 1902.) 

COLONEL COWLES, the subject of this sketch, wns 
born at IIan1ptonville, in Yadkin oonnt.y, April 22, 
1840, nnd spent his youth in his f nther'A store and 
on his f ar1n. He attended the comn1on schools and 
acn.de1nies of his county. lie w~ts fond of outdoor 
exercise and delighted in hunting. 

In 1861 he vohn.1teered ns u, private in a cavalry 
compttny being foi·1nod by 'f. N. Cru1npler, bnt upon 
the organization of the company he ,vas elect.Hd 
:h,irst Lieutenant. Much caution was used in select­
ing the 001npu.ny; every n1e1nber ,va,s strong and sol­
dierly. 

In the lntter part of 1861 Col. Cowles' con1pnny 
1narched to Cent.erville, thBn tho seu.t, of ,var, where 
t,he First N. C. Cnvu.lry beca1ne l\, part of the First, 
Cavalry Regirnent of thH Confedernte ariny, n,nd ,vas 
connected with the n.r1ny of Northern Virginia until 
the surrender. Cowles was pro1noted to ~Iajor and 
later to Colonel of his H.ogirnont. 1-Iis dtishing bra­
very n.nd courn,ge won the n,d1nirn,tion of his snperior 
officers so 1nnch thn,t in the I•'irst Maryltind rn.id h,~ 
was put in co1nn1ttnd of the extre1no ttdvnncH guard 
of the cnNtilry by 8t.ewn,1•t. On return ho wns plu.ced 
in 001n1nand of tho oxtro1no rHn.r gun,rcl. 

At Auburn, where Col. 'l'honuis l!uffin fall, Oowle1-:1 
ralliod tho 01011 and continued th<~ chargo. At, 
llrandy 8tn,t.ion ho led tho chn.rge thttt drovo t,hn 
10th New York Cn,valry out, of lino n,nd to the r,-,n,r. 
He followed thetn up lor several 1nilus towu,rd l{el-
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ly's Ford, capturing Maj. Forbes, Maj. Gregg'R 
co1n1nissnry and Wn1. Buckly, privn.te ·cuirespon<lent~ 
of the New York Herald, and others, ,vho1n he suc­
cessfully brought out, t.hough at the end of th<~ 
charge he was entirely within the ene1ny's lines. In 
the beginning of the charge, Prm~ton Httn1pton, son 
of \Vndo Harnpton, joined Cowles for a ~hort dis­
tunce but his horse was shot fro1n under hi tn n.nd 
when he had obfa1ined another horse he found t.hn t 
his squadron had ptu,sed ahead and that Gregg's en­
tire colun1n wns,n1oving down tl~ rond in the direc­
tion that Cowles had just gone. l-As Ha1npton con ld 
not rejoin his squadron, he returned to the Confed­
erate lines and reported that Cowles ,vns surely cn,pt­
ured. \Vhen Cowles n.tte111pted to retrace his steps 
he ,vns met by a Confederate co111ing nt, full speed 
with the news thu.t a large body of li"'ederal cn.vnlry 
,vere in the road n, short distance off, coining in thnt 
<lirection. Cowles passed with his 1nen nnd prison .. 
ers through the field and across n. deep streatn ,vhere 
there ,vns no ford; he crossed safely tind j1.1st in tin1e 

' . to ,v1tness the advance of General Gregg's cohunn at 
the p,)int in f,he road ,vhich Co"'les hnd left. 

1it the beginning of the battle of Mine Run Gen­
eral JDwell ·wns in need of a co1npetent, officer to take 
eon1111and of tho skirrnish line in his front and re­
qum:Jted GPnernl St,tuirt to suggest the 1nn .. n. Ooner­
nl Stnn,rt detn.ile<~ Captain Cowles for t,he duty n.nd 
dirnct.ed hi1n to t-nke in n.dchtion to the cavnlry ho 
would find wit,h Cf<:n10rn.l ]~well one hundred pieko<l 

· 111011, which ho did, quickly joining GonornJ l~tirly. 
lio wont to the front nud nstn,blishecl his skirn1iRh 
lino nnd noxt; 1norning 1net the ene1ny's udv2incB 
gnlln,nt,ly cheeking its 1nove1nents e,,or~y inch of t.ho· 
wny to tho ConfmlBrate's inn.in Jines. In t,his en­
gnge1nont hB received his first ,vound by n. n1inie bnll 
through the body. · Ifis wound was though~ to be 
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fu,t,nl hut the follo,ving spring he rejoined his com--
1nn,nd in ti tne to tn,ke pn.rt in the first of that 1ne­
n1urnble cn..n1pnign of 186-.t n,nd was in con1n1n,nd of 
the right wing of Genern,l (Jordon's fot·ces nt Brook 
church nenr Hielunond, where Gordon fell. Ilo con­
tin tied i11 ttcti ve service until the alst of 1\ltirch, 
1805, when, in letuling n. desperate u,ssztult on the 
right of the ene1ny near Peter~burg, n.n<l n fter hi~ 
horse wn.s i;hot leaY ing hin1 on foot nnd ku,~e deep in 
wnter he wits shot in the hea.d. 'l'hose ,vho saw hin1 
thought he was killed u.ncl he ,vn,s .left unconscious 
to fall into the hands of t.he enen1y. Ile was tnken 
to the hospitn,l wherH ho he,trd the news of the sur­
render of Loo. lt, happ~ned tl1ttt ho 1net thero n n 
officer of his own nn.1ne and probn,bly his kinRnuu1, 
~in,j. Cowles, oft.he lredf)ral n.r1ny, ,vho pro1nised hin1. 
the best t.rent.nu~ut nntl who nllowod hin1 nnd n nn111-
b(~l' of his frinndH to go hon1e , >n ptt.rolo. Colon(1l 
Cowles tool<. the bon,t for N orful '.{ unclor gttnr<.l. At 
Norfolk he wnH iruprisoned for n dny,. t.hon he loft 
for New Bern. Ile wn,s badl Y trent.ed on the ve1-a;el 
nnd he cn,1ne nenr being tln·(;·wn ove1·bo1trd. · At NPw 
Bern, by t;he uid of n frii:~nd, ho n1nnngt>d to get 
ncros8 the lfuuerzil lines. .H.H wont to Rnleigh, then 
to S:dishu ry with 'l'hn,d Colo1nnn. 'l~lwy re1ichnd 
Third er0ok in n, pl'ivut.H conreynnce nnd ntton1pterl 
to walk t,ho rest of t.110 Wlty to BtntPsYillH, but. it wa)of 
too 1nuch for 1u(n1 who nppu,rontly worn 11miror t.lHJir 
grn,ves tluin t,hoi r ho1uo8. \V hen wiLhha thrtm 1nilo~ 
of St.u,tesvillo, Col. Cow.los offerod u., fn,r1n:~r $B.OO iu 
green hnck :ind $i0.UO in Con ft~dern,t e 1nonoy t,o tnJu, 
tluH11 to St,ttoHv 11 lB, tUl<l n.fter nn1ch pPrsu tsiou pre­
vu,ilt1d upon the fut·nun· to co1u 1., ly. Cowles finnJJy 
J'Hnchod \ViJko~bor,>. 

At U1e cloHo of th<•) wn,r ho mun<➔ ho1no poor, nnd iu 
addition ho wnA. su1l'eri11g int,<n1Rely f1·01~1 thn woundt­
received March Hlst, 18u5. AH soon tui huulth would 
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per1uit he began the study of la,v under Judge Pear­
son, his roon1 n1ate being .I-Ion. Chnr1os Price, of 
Salishurv. 

After obtnining license h1 1868 he located in 
,vilkesboro and itn1nedintely entered into a lucre­
tivH nnrl sn•~·cessfnl Jnw prnct.ice. 'l'his was during 
the.dark dnys of Nort.h Cnrolinn., nnd ns. he hnd 
stood by his State in thne of peril n11d wnl· so in the 
great pt)liticnl battles of l8C>8 uud 1870 he did 'not. 
shrink duty or responsibility, but .entered actively 
into t.he ctunpaigns nnd did good ,vork for his pnrty. 
In 1872 he ,vns o1octed RencHng Clerk of the Senr1;fe. 
Tn 187£1 he wns elected SoHcitor of the 10th JudicinJ 
diAtrict, which ofliee he held t.iJl 1879, and ,vas nn 
nble and fen.rless prosrcnting officer. 

In 1882 he ,vns non1inn,tcd by the Democrats for 
the Legisln.tnre, u.nd nJ t.hough he wns def ented, he 
mnde n cn,n1pnign that ,von a great reputation for 
hitn. 

In 1884 Colonel Cowles ,vas nominated for Con­
gress nnd wn.s elected hy a, hnndson1e mnjority. Ile 
-entered upon his duties ns Congr(?Asn1nn March 4th, 
1885, the 8nn10 dny President Clevelu.nd wuA first, in .. 
ducted jnto office. lIH wns re-elActed in 1886, 1888 
nnd 18fl0, n.nd vo1nntnrily withclrHw in 1802 before 
nny 9ounty <~onv<>ntions wero hHld. . 

He reprosont ed his diAtrict with fidelity and credit 
dn1·ing his eight yen.r8 in Congr9~s, nhvnys glnd to 
attend to nny Jn1RineAH for nuy of his const,itnent,s, 
n.nd ,vns notod in \VnAl1ingtou for his int.orest in u.nd 
fidolity to hh, constifiuent,A. 

AR u con1puigner hH rnnked ttn1ong f;ho host; in f,he 
8t-ato, and clu ring t,ho four en nvnAAOR ho 111.~.dc for 
Congross ho 1nnde n1n.ny nhlo nnd intnrP~f,ing spooehos. 

A.fter his retiretnent fron1 Cong1·0AR ho devot-od 
himso}f to fnrnting nnd wus one of the best fnr1n .. 
ors in the county. 
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Colonel Cowles ,vas t,vice married, first in 1870 to 
~fiss Corn. vVorth, of Ashe county. She died in 1877. 
By thn.t. n1arrin.g0 two children survive-Carrie Lizzie 
who n1arrie,d 'r. B. Finley nnd Cora ,v ho 1nnrried J. 
A. (}nither, of Newton. In .1888 Col. Cowles 1nar­
ried ~Iiss Lnrn J3ost, of Newton, ,vho survives hitn 
with six children. 

On the 80th day of DecHmber, 1901, ,vith scarcely 
nny warning, den.th claiined hin1 ns a victitn. He 
wns tnken "rit.h pneu1nonin on Saturday nnd died on 
the following ~fondnv. Ile ,vas quried in the 
\Vilkosboro ce1netery. ., 

REV. GEORGJD "\V. GiiEENE. 

BY i.·nANK n. HENDREN. 

'PHF1 sn bject of this sketch wrtA born in ,v ntauga 
eounty. Ife ca1ne to ,vilkes and took charge of 
itorn..vian Falls Acaclen1~ upon i(;s con1plet.ion abonti 
tln~ yen,r 1.877, n.nd renunneu t.hoi'e for about fifteen 
yeurH.. lJ nder his principn.lship the school enjoyecl 
n high degrt~e of popnlnrit,y, beco1ning the lending 
~eho< •l in all this section. Many of the officiu.ls nnd 
Jen.ding business men of the county recf'ived 'their 
education under the tuition of Prof. (lteene. It is 
to l!e doubted if any other man ever gn.vn n, greater 
i 111 p_otuR ~o tho ech~cationnJ progross of the eonnty. 
1-T.o 'JR n ripe soholJn.r ancl n, tnn.n of unsullied honor. 
llo .iR n.t prosont a 1nissionu,ry of tho Bn,ptist church 
to China. 
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DR. TYRE YORI{. 

. Dn. TYRE Yonx, son of l\Iike York, "'a.s born n.t 
Rockford, Surry county, in 18tl6. He \\'as educated 
in the common schools of his county. He studied 
1nedici~e nt the Chn.rleston lVIedical College, from 
which institution he is a graduate. 

He ,vas 1nnrried to Eliza, Crumpler, of Surry coun­
ty, daughter of 'l'ho1nns Crn1npler and sister of the 
fn1nous T. N. Crun1pler. By this union were born 
three children-all girles. The oldest 1narried Hil­
liary Cockerhain; the next 1narried 11. F. Bryan, 
and the the third married Be11jan1in 1'nylor, of AlJe­
ghnny county. 

About. 1869 Dr. York located in the Trap Hill sec­
tion ,vhere he practiced his profession and tended 
his fnr111. When the'Civil ,var broke out, he being ti 
physicinn, ,vns exen1pted from mflitary s.ervice. He 
wns veFy friendly to those ,vho chose . to conceal 
then1selves in the 1nonntnins and cnves rather. than 
enter the ar1ny, ·nnd he ,vould go to their dens to give 
thein 111edical attention in titne of affliction. ~Iany 
a poor soul was kept out of the iu·111y by his certifi­
c11,tes of unsound health. 

Inuuediate]y n.fter the ,vnr Dr. York sold his prop­
ert,y nt 'l'rap Hill nnd stn1'ted for the St.ate of Arkn.n­
sns to 1nnke his future hon1e. lle nnd his ,vif e nnd 
children stnrted on the long jou}'ney in a ,vngon. 
After 1nnny days of weary trn.vehug they reached tho 
Mississippi river. There tl1ey ctunpecl on t,he bank 
of the '' Father of "\V nters.'' ~ In the 1norning after 
~hefr arrival Mrs. ·York hegnn ,vnshing son1e of t,heir 
cloth<➔S thu.t hn<l beeu soiled during the long journey 
ttnd the Doctor started for a day's tour in ArkansnH 
where they intended to n1uke their future ho111e. In 
the eveoina the Doctor returned ; 11r~ .. York had 

It, 
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finished her washing and the clothes ,v0re hanging 
out to dry. 'fhe Doctor had Aeen enough of Arknn­
sns, and was sntisfied that \Vilkes ,vns the best place 
to Jivo, nnd without waiting for the clothes t,o dry, 
he pulled np his tent, nnd started bu.ck to v\'ilk(➔S. 

After he returned frorn his Arkansns trip he pur­
chnsHd n, f arrn a 111ile and a hnlf fron1 Trap Hill and 
here he hns lived ever since, except ,vhnt ti1ne he 
,vtis in the Legislature unc\ Congress. 

York has ahvays taken a lively interest in politics, 
and in 1870 he ,vas elect.f~d tu the Legislature. Ho 
wns ngn.in elected to the snn1e position in 1887. Ile 
\VltS elected to the State Sennte in 1879 and nlso in 
1881. In 1884 he wns the Republican candidate for 
(lovernor n.nd n1ndo n, brilliant cn.1npnign but ,vas 
d,:3fented by Alfred l\il. Scales, the De1nocratic candi­
dnte. Jp 1882 he ,vns elected to Congres~ as an in­
dependent. In 1800 he ,vns elncted ns Presidential 
EJeetPr for the 8th N. C. district. 

Dr. Yc>rk is re1narkn.ble for his ,vit and he did not 
withhold his jokes in his cn.n1paign speeches. He 
al ways attracted the cro,vrl and his jokes, told in 
his own original and fatniliar ,vny, always brought, 
''side-splitt.ing>' laughter. Public spenkors, nnd 
Hspecin.lly politicians, often reitetate his jokes, and 
it is only necessd.ry to sn.y thnt they nre Doctor 
York's to assure the closest attention. 

After Dr. York "'ns elected to Coilgress and ,vas 
1nnking arrn.nge.,nents to start, •to tho Nn.t,ional cu.pi­
ta! ho included among his vesture a pnir of kip boots 
1nnde. by u. first class country boot and shoe n1aker. 
'!'his is told to sho,v the Doctor in his sitnplicity, 
representing his const.ituents ns they were. 

Dr. York ,vas t,he owner of a 1nule that ,vns almost 
as celebrated ns the Doctor hitnsolf. 'rhe n1u]e wne 
known ns "General Jackson." York rode "G·eneral 
Jackson'' on his ca1npaign tours, an~ ~hey ,vere .the 
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subjects of much conunent both among the people 

. and in the newspnpers. 'l'he newspapers so1netin1es 
had cartoons of Dr. York riding "General Jackson." 
It has been told thnt York rode ''GeneruJ Jackson'' 
nJl the ,vay to ,vashington to n,ttend n,s a men1ber of 
Congress, bnt I a1n infor1ned tluit thnt staten1ent-i~ 
untrue. ''Genera.I Jackson" die<l :1 few years ago 
nnd York has quit politics and js conte~t to live 
quietly on his f nrn1 under tlH➔ shttdo,v of the tower­
ing tnountnins round about his oountry hon1e. 

lie is surrounded by 1nultituc.',es of friends ,vh,o 
love hiin for his e1-forts in their ·oeha.If ,vhile a pub.­
lie officinl nnd for his professional services in tin1es 
of. afiliction. 

MONTFORD S'fOI(ES. 

THE subject of this sketch, ttnd the first of the 
Stokes fa,tnily that ,vns afterwards to play an hnpor­
ttint part in the affah·s of \Vilkes county, ,vas born 
on the 12th of March, 1762. He entered the Atueri-­
ciin nr1ny during the Revolntiontiry ,var ancl ,vns 
taken prisoner near Norfolk in 1770, being then on­
ly f ourt,Hen years of nge, nnd ,vns confined as a pris­
oner of wur for seven months on a British ,vnr ehip. 

Montford Stokes "'as Clerk of the County Court 
of Rowan county for several yenrs ,vhen that county 
e1nbrnced the ter1·itory of \Vilkes and other counties 
in this section. 
· He ,vns also Clerk of the State Senate for a 11u1n ... 
ber of years, where he ,vas very popular. . 

Ptobably Montford Stokes was the first and only, 
1nan to refuse a seat in the United St,ates Senate. 
He was eleoted to that position while he "'as Clerk 
of tho State Senate but refused to accept. In 1816 
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he ,vas again elected to fill the itnportant ·position 
of United Sfaites Senn,tor; this titne he acc·epted nnd 
served in that 'brunch of the National Legislature 
until 1828, ,vhon he voluntarily retired. 

After his retire1nent fro1n the United States Sen­
ate Stokes wanted to len,d the life of a privn.te citi­
zen on his ~Iorne l{ouge plttntation ( no,v known ns 
the Gray fnr111), but the people n,gn.in cnJled hi,n 
into public service and in 182H elected hirn to tho 
State Senate. In 1829 he wns elected to the I-louse 
of Conunons, and n.lso in 1880. . . 

In 18tl0 he wns elected Governor of North Cnroli­
;na, hut resigned in 1831 to accept the appoint1nent 
fron1 President Juckson as Indinn Agent in A rkttll­
sas, ,vhere he lived until his denth in 1812 u,t Fo1·t 
Gibson. 

On Dec. 17th, 18,12, 1-Ion. D; M. Barringer intro­
duced the following resolutions in the 1-Iouse of Co1n-
1nons: 

"Whereas the House of Co1n1nons hn,ve heard 
,vith regret of t.he den.th of I~x-Governor ~Iont­
f ord Stokes, whose life hn.s been connected ,vith, 
for n1ore than hnlf a century, tho history of 
North Carolina, nncl hn,s occupiHd n1n,ny distin­
guished stations in her gift,, th,~refore resolved 
unanitnously- . 

'''l'hnt as n, mark of respect to the n1e1nory of 
!viontford Stokes, this Jfonse do now adjourn 
until Monday 1norning, ten o'clock." 

• • · I a1n sorry thn.t I n.111 u1uible to g1 ve 1nore iufor-
mn.tion of the public life of this 1nnn, but it, hn.a 
been itnpossible to obtain further dtttn. Governor 
Stokes ,vns one of t,he gren,t 111011 of his ti1no. Fi:oni 
the account of his pn blic services given in this short, 
Hket,~h it will be soen thn,t he felt the rrn,ponsibilit,y 
of his position n.s representative of the people. Gov. 
Stokes·was oue of the ear.ly Rettlers of Wilkes coun-' 
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ty. lie nutrried llinchel, daughter of II ugh i\[ont­
go1nery, one of thH two hoirs who inherited th,.l ~I,,­
rnvin,n ln,nds in \Vilkes etnbracing nettrly ten thous-
1ind ncres. By this union wn.s born l\lontford Sid1wy 
Stokes on Oct. 0, 1810. , 

Go1.Ternor Stokes ,vn~f very fond of card-p]n.yi ng, 
nnd while he ,vns n.t Fort Gibson, n.fter being n.lJsent 
frorn horne forAeveritl year➔, his· only son Sidney 

J
,nid hin1 u. visit. Sidney ca.lled n.t the ho1rne whore 
1is fn,ther wnH staying ttnd ,vn.s infor1ned thnt Jw was 
up stnirs playi11g cn.rds. · Sidney ,vent np. to t,ho 
r<>on1 n.nd found his fnthor seated nt the en.rd t;n.hlc➔• 
UovHrnor Stokes nt once recognized his son but wns 
Ho doeply absorbed in the gn.n1e thn.t. he only f-udd . ., 
"I-:lt1llo Sid, is thnt you? !lave n, sent,; .l 'JI IJH 
t hrongh hnre in n fuw niinntes." After tlto g1u11e 
wns endocl he g1tve Sidney u. royal woloonie. 

II 

~ .. ·- - ·• -~ 
b ■•!iillii 
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C. C. PETTY (Col.) .. 

ONE of the smartest neg1·oes of the 10th century 
was a ntitivo of ,vilkes con;nt~T. 'l'hat negro was 
Chn.rles Cnlviu Petty. lie ,vaA born in the year 
1850, about four 1niles east of \Vilkesboro. nnd ,vns 
the son of Jordan n.nd l<'nn.:lie Petty. If_e· ,vns edn­
eated nt Biddle U nive1·sity and wu.s a graduate of 
that institution. 

Early in life he nsRociated hi1nself ,v.ith the l.L lt. 
Zion oh1irch. 1:Ie begn.n hia ciireer as n locnJ prench­
er at Chnrlot.te, n.nd displu,yed such tnlent and nbiJ .. 
ity that his deno1ninu.tion so<)n pro1noted hi1n to 
Presiding I~ldei'. About 1890, at Newbern, N. C., 
he wns Q.leot.ed Bishop, in which capacity he se1·ved 
hi~ ch nrch and rn.ce until his drnth in 1899. 

He was en1igrant ttgent t.o Onlifornia. for about b. 

year, before he ,vns eleet.ed llishop, with this oxcop ... 
tiou his life was spent in the se1·vice of his church. 

THE CLEVEL1\ND OAI{. 

THE old on..k tree that stands no11;h of the court 
house and in frout, of the old I. 'l'. Prevetto l'<~si-• 
dence is a relic of Revolutionury tin1os when Colonel 
Olevehtnd wtis engnged in suppresRing the 'l'ories. 
Severn! Tories wore hung t.o this tree by Cleveland 
nnd his aAsocintes. An1ong the nn1nber ,vns Cnj>tnin 
Riddle h,nd two othe1· 'l'ories who hnd previously 
cn,ptured CleveJn,nd at Old U'iolds and would have 
killed hin1, doubtless, bu.cl it nc,_t been for the tin1e-­
ly'reROU<~ by his brother Captain UoLort Clovolnnd. 
'i'hero were several other 'l'ories hung to th is tre(~. 
Coyle and Br<Jwn, two nutorious horse thieYes, were 
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hung there with the olo~hes-line they hnd stolen 
fro1n Maj. \\'ilfong and convertAd into halters to 
lend a,vay \\'ilfong's horses. 

It is not k ll0\\'11 ,vhere nor in ,vhnt 1nnnner the 
ren1u.ins of the 'l'orieH that were executed here were 
buried ; but it is rensonuble to suppose that they 
\\'e!e not taken very. far a.way and that no great 
pn1ns were taken to inter thHin ve1·y securely. Dr. 
Ji"'. I-I. Gilreath rocent]y found a joint of the spinal 
colun1n of a humnn beillg in the lot buck of I. 8. 
Cnll & Co's. store. · It is thought thnt that ,vas n 
part of the ren1n.ins of son1e one of the 'l'ories execu­
ted by Cleveland, nnd doubtless t,he ren1a.ins of all 
those 'l'ories nre scatterP-d in the snn1e locality. 

RUFUS A. SPAI~HOtJR. 

BY FRANK D. HENDREN. 

. . 

RuFue A. SPAINIIOUR wns born in Burke count.y in 
1830 n.nd cn1ne to this county fi1·st in 1859 nnd en­
tered Ne,v Hope A-cndetny. '110 ren11dnerl here, pnrt, 
of tlie tin1e ns pilpil nnd purt, of tho tiine ns nn n.A­
sistunt to his brother, who "'flS prineipal of t,he 
ncnden1y, until the con1n1enc!ement of the wa.r ,vhen 
he together with his brother nnd BeY,~)·nl of the pu­
pils of the school enlisted in cotnpnny B, First R,eg­
i111ent N. C. 'l'roops. He se1·ved throughout the war. 
J-Io wns inn.de Qun.rti)r ~faster of his regilnent. 

I~eturning to Ins nntive county, Burke, n,fter the 
war he engaged in tenching school for n bout two 
yenrs, and agnin returtHJd to \Vilkes Qouuty and 
taught school n.t Oak 1t·'c,rest for about two yon,rs. 
I-le then bought out tho lat.e \V. H. R-Heves' 1norcan­
tile ~usit1es:i'f a.t tha_t · ,plnc~ and conducted it two 
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yPnr~. 1Te hns been in the mercnntilA business ever 
~i11co either nt 1\iloravinn Falls or at ,rilkesboro, nnd 
is 0110 <•f the 1nost successful 111erchunts nnd business 
nH~ll in t.hH county. Being one of the n1ost pulllic­
spirit ed nnd liberal n1e11 in tho county he hns <l?no 
n~ nnteh for i.he n1nterinl nnd educn.tional upbuild­
ing ol' f}l(~ county ns nny 1nnn who lu:s ever lived in 
iti. It wnH lnrgely through his energv and influence 
Lhnt 1\[ornvinn Fnlls Acnde111y wns b11ilt, and nutin­
tn.i1wd through so 1nnny yen,rs of conspicuous nseful­
nei,.8 to this nnd n1nnv surrounding counties. Ho 
re1n:fl~(inte<l t,his connty in the lo"rer house of the 
U<>nrn·n 1 Assen1 bly in 1880 nnd hns held severnJ oth .. 
Pr po~itions of trust n.nd ·u~efulnoss, being nt pres­
onL Chnir1nun of the County Board of l~~ducntion. 

LOYERS' Ll~AP . 

. A BonT n mile ,vest of ,vilkesboro there is· n prec.i­
pien tluit overhnngs the south side of the Yndkin 
river which is known ns Lovers' Leu..p. 'l'radition 
lrns it, thnt ninny years ngo ,vlH!Jl there ,vere but fow 
whif-e poople in thjs country, a young Indian fell in 
lovo wit1h a nntive Squnw u.nd were engnged to be 
111url'ind. 'rhH futhor of the I ndinn girl refused to 
giYP l,nr up, nnd she and her lover consented to end 
t,Jwir JivPs by leaning f'ro1n the cliff into the river, 
wh inh they did. ]i;ver since the plaee has been· 
known as Lovers' Leap. 
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COURT HOUSES AND JAILS. 

Ar~THOUGH it was decided .. by the committee ap• 
pointed by the General Assembly in 1777 that the 
court house should be located where the Mulberry 
Field Meeting House stood it ,va~ not until about 
1799 that the quesLi~~l_Jya,s . flna,l~y decided and a 
wooden court house· built. Fro1n the for11iation of 
the county to that time, embracing a period of 
about twenty-two years, the regular courts were held 
at various places, son1e times in houses and eotne 
times out in the open aii· under the trees. It is said 
that n1any ti mes t.he courts were held near Brown's 
Ford, and at other thnes over neai: Fairplains and 
on the hill ,vhere the late·John Finley lived. 

'!'here wns strong opposition to building the cotirt 
house at the Mulberry Fields notwithstnnding the 
State's conunittee hnd decided that it should be 
build there and Rachel Stokes and llebecca Well­
born had deeded to the county fifty acres for the 
site. 'l'he people aHross the Blue Ridge contended 
thnt t,he cohnty seat should be located nearer the 
center of the county. Han1ilto11 Horton had se­
cured a chnrter 'for a turnpike fron1 I-Iol.man 's Ford 
to New river and the rond ,vns built; u, stage line 
,vns then put into operation fro111 Guilford Court 
Jfouse to Knoxville, 'l'onn. l~rnigrants fro1n 'the 
enst can1e this ,vay and 1nany of the1n settled across 
the Blue Ridge about the Old Fieldo on Ne,v River, 
a.long the ,v atnuga river and Jleaver Du,111 croek. A . 
considerable settlen1ent. had sprnnl-"( ·up across the 
1nountains ,vhich was protesting ngnint building thij 
court house at ~Iulborry Ji,ieldR. 'l'he settle1nents 
across the n1onntuins continued to gro,v ancl the 
a.gitation about the locatiot~ of the court house was 
not ended until Ashe county wu.s f or1ned and all the 

11 
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territory across the Blue Ridge was given to the 
new county, e1nbrao1ng all of the present counties of 
Alleghany, Ashe and Wata11ga, and probahly more. 

1'here is some dispute as to when the first court 
hot1se was built and "'here it was located, but I thin~ 
it safe to say that it was built about the vear .J.79U 
and was located near ,vhere the Chronicle building 
now stands. The fifty acres of land-including t~e 
Mulberry Fields-given to the county for a court 
h9use site by Rachel Stokes and Rebecca Wellborn 
,vas divided into lots and sold~ ,vith the exception of 
the court house plot ancl t,vo public lots, one at the 
old North spring and the other at the old South 

. spring. 'l'he 1noney accruing from the sale of the 
lots ,vas used to erect the court house. The house 
'was nuide of logs and fastened together with wooden 
pins. Part of the logs of the old court house ,vere 
used in constructing Dr. W. C. Greene's residence, 
,vhich is still standing. · 

Between the years 1820 and 1880, in order to nc­
co'modate the ra}>idly increasing populat,ion, it was 
11eoessary to bui cl a larger court house. Then was 
the old brick bnilcling-85 x 45 feet-,vith the stone 
foundation built. Frank D. Hackett tells me that 
hi~ father ,vaa appointed to superintend the con­
struction of thn.t house and he ,vas placed under a 
bond of $10,000 for the faithful perfor1nance of his 
duty. It ,vas one of the best court houses in the 
State at t,he titno of its construction. 'l'his build­
ing was torn dcnvn this year, 1002, and the new 
house now bei~g constrnotecl by L. W. Coo1Jer & Co., 
of 0'1.arlotte, will be con1pleted by Nov~ 1st, of this 
:vear. 
• There is much pathetic re1ne1nbrnnoe · co11nected 
with the old court house· that has just been torn 
down. Within its walls ,vives and mothers have 
heard th~ sentence of cleath passed upon their hue·~ 



OF WILKES COUNTY. 79 
bands and sons. Within its walls have been ·tried 
those who had taken the lives of father or child. 
The ablest jurists in the State-such as Cul. Folk, 
Armfield, Linney, Pearson, Glenn, Bower, and oth­
ers-have made the old te1nple ring with their plead­
ings for n1ercy and justice. And the P.oliticians and 
statesn1en-such as Settle, I,inney, Pritchard, Ran•• 
soma ttnd Vance-have cheered the multitudes and 
fired the patriotism and ambition of thousands by 
their oratory. 'rhis vol umn is too small to give .the 
history 0£ this old building. Its walls have been 
pulled down but it will be n1any a day before it is 
forgotten. . 

Wilkes county's first jail was built immediately 
after thA county was for1ned and was lo·oated on the 
southw~st corner of the present court house lot. 
Tlie stocks, whipping post and pillery were near the. 
jail. The first jail was a woode1\ structure and it is 
said that Colonel Cleveland kept .Tory prisoners ~11 
it during the Revolutionary war. About the year 
{828 }his jai~_ wa~ sold an~-t~>rn down and a part o{ 
the t1m bar used 1n the building of the old Noah ho­
tel. A·new jail was built on _the hill where Esq. R. 
M. Staley lives, and that )ail ~enuiined tintil · about 
1860, when the presel)t ja.11 was completed. 
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HARRY HOLLAND. 

WHo· has not read the story of the Indian in the 
hog skin during the Revolutionary war? An Indian 
ha.d .disguised. ~imself in· this war and had been de• 
-ee1v111g. the pickets of the patriot army and ,vhen 
they got ,vithin range of the flcticious hog he ,vould 
Rhoot them do,vn. Harrv Holland, being a soldier· 
in the patriot army, was·" on picket duty and discov­
ered what he at first thought was n lnrge hog. After 
,vatching the supposed hog for n short time he­
noticed that it hn.d notions peculiar for a hog, and 
ins.tead of being frightened a,vay ,vas coining nen,rer 
hin1. · Holland suspicioned that it 1night be a false 
hog ,.nd he shot and killed it, and lo, it proved to 
be un Indian in a hQg skin, ,vith rifle cocked ready 
to shoot the patriot soldier. 
. Harry Hollan~ was a nati':'e ·of Wilkes county; 
was born and raised near Millers Creek, and was 
buried on the W. B. O\vings plantu,tion. After the 
war was over and our independence wns wql), and 
t,he soldiers had returned hon1e, Holland would take 
great delight in telling· this story, and probably 
t,here are people yet alive who have heu,rd hitn tell 
it. 
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AGRICULTURAL POSSIBILITIES, 

A'l1 THIS time agriculture is not regarded as a very 
profitable industry in Wilkes, but the fat~lt is in the 
people and not in the. · natural resources. There is 
not .a section in the world of equal area that supass­
es Wilkes county in agricultural possibilities. And 
in a few years when the people shall have learned 
the truth of this statement Wilkes will be one of 
the fine.st agricultural counties· in the State. Our 
clhnate is so di versifie.d that ,ve can gro,v the sugar 
beet in ()ne end of tlie county and cotton in the 
other. In .fact,. ahnost anything grown in a ten1• 
perate cliinate 1nay be found in ,vilkes. 

The red clay soil so abundant in the county is the 
richest land to be found. 'l'here are thousands of 
acres of this kind of land that l1as been turned out 
as worthless. 'f his land will all be reclaitned and 
will make old Wilkes county rich. It _·is not the 
purpose of this book to tell how that can be done, 
but the Stn.te Department of Agricaltnre will cheer-, 
fully give any inforn1ation you 1nay desire along 
this line, or any other ite1n discussed in this chap­
ter. 

Several years ag,> stook raising was an important 
industry in this county but it has been neglected 
until there.is not a thousand dollars' ,vorth of stock 
exported in a whole y~n.r. Before the Oivil war the 
stock raisers of Wilkes drove their catt,le on foot to 
Philadelphia and ·other northern 1narkets. Now· a 
market is at the .door, but the cattle are not here. 
T])is condition will not always exist._ The broad 
valley of the Yadkin will one of these days be the' 
~est stock growing regions in .. the wo_rld. l1Jii~ is. 
rather premature history but I vnrily believe it is 
true, nevertheless. 
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One of the n1ost iinportant branches of agricul­
tural industry is thut of fruit raising. Wilkes 
county is siti1ated in what is known ns the isother­
mal belt n,nd is the best fruit-growing section in the 
world~ 'fhe Blue Ridge on the north-west rising' to 
the hight of about 4,500 feet above the sea level 
for1ns a wall to protect us fro1n the cold north-,vest 
winds. On the south tire the Brushy n1ountnins, 
about 2000 feet above the sea level. }I any years 
ago it was discovered that orchards planted in the 
elevated coves and on tho 1nount!iin sides along the 
Blue Ridge tind Brushies were very· seldon1. dntnaged 
by frost in the spring, and that the fruit "'as not 
subject to the attacks of har1nful insects a.bounding 
in t,he vnlleys nnd t.hat the fruit attained a perftc­
tion in sha1Je, color nnd flavor not known in other 
l'ocalities. J.i,or the last few years the quality of fruit 
rttised in this section has attracted the attention of 
the whole country, and pn,rtios fro1n New York and 
other great frttit 1narkets have con1e to buy our fruit 
tind investigate th~ orchards, nnd they have pro­
nounced this the finest fruit--growing section in the 
world . 
. · It is not 1ny purpose to establish a ''scientiflo 
theory'' in rognrd to this state of things but ,it is a 
fact, proven by scienti~c investigation and estab­
l~shed by abundant test11nony that, by reason of the 
noo·turnal radiation of heiit absorbed during the 
day, th,e st.ratu~n of air ~n the bot.tom of a. valley 
after ·n1ghtf1ill 1s colder than the atr. son1A d1stn.nce 
above the surface. ·Here this condition is intensi­
lled by the greater tunonnt of heated air . i"nd being· 
surrounded by 1nountah1 walls leaving·uo avinue by 
which tho h~aited ai~ may escape, thus tt gradually 
rises and esct,pos through the gaps of mountains. I· 
quoto th~ following pnrn,graph front tht:) Htnu.lbook. 

. ' 
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of North Carolina, issue by the Department of Ag-
riculture : • 
. ''The fact remains that ,vithin the limits of these 
frost belts fruit n't~ver fails, and at the hight of 1500 
to 2000· feet ( hon:r) frosts never fall. Such locali­
ties are found . . . a.long the face of the Brushy 
Motrntains in Caldwe!l. Alexander and '\\'ilkes. In 
the future this pheriominal section 1nust become of 
inesthnable value, for nowhere is thr,re such certain 
assurance of the E1acurity and 111at't1rity of peaches 
and other tendf}r fruit crops, or of the grape; to the 
successful culth··n.tion of the grape f;h~ soil and the 
general conditions of the cli1nate oift.'r numerous i11-
duce1nents. '' · 

'l'here is a lnr£(e portion of soil in the ,Jounty that 
is especially ndapt,ed to tobacco. .t~t the World's 
Cente11ial Expositk,n at Philadelphib. several years 
ago tobacco raised· ll\°~ar Boo1ner, this county, was 
n.,varded, the first prize. Tobacco raising could be 
tnnde an impo1·tant i11dustry, and is an excellent 
crop to put 111 rotation ,vith wheat, corn and clover. 

Another industry that 1night, be . 1nenti<,ned is the 
cultivation of Genseng or Sang. The roots of this 
plant se11 for ft1,bulous prices, as the plant has been 
nhnost extinguished. Wilkes is. the nn.turu.l hotne 
of this plant ancl it ,vi11 gro,v luxnriantily if it can 
be protected fro111 thieves. 'l'he Unit.eel States De­
Jlart1nent, of Agriculture luts sent, ont n bulletin on 
Sung culture, nncl nny one contcnnplnf.ing trying to 
rn.ise this plnnt should writB to the Sr-wrotary of Ag­
riculture, ~Vnshington, D. C., ttnd ask for u, copy. 
It's free. . 

.Sheep raising could be tnncle a profltn.hle hrnnoh 
of agricultural ilidustry. Before tho stock ln,v ,vtis 
enacted nearly every fnrrner had a hArd of scrnh 
sheep running "outside" on 1nonntnins nncl hills. 
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These herds of scrub sheep paid better than any­
thing else the far1ner raised considering the cost and 
labor. The wool furnished the whole family . in 
winter clothing and lots of ·wool to sell to the facto­
ries besidos, and the sheep still left for mutton or 
1narket. When the stock ln,w was enacted the peo­
ple thought that since their sheep could not run at 
large their sheep raising industry was destroyed, so 
they @:old their sheep and qt1it the business. Tha.t 
was r. very foolish step indeed. Nearly every farm 
in the county has some land that is too rough to 
plow that ,vould make excellent pasturage for a 
herd of sheep. Suppose you fen9e in such a scope 
of land, say 25 acres, and put in it twenty-five the 
best'in1proved ~tock of sheep.· Each year you can 
clip. $75 worth of wool and you ,vill have the in­
crease of the herd besides. This is simple logic and 
the people ,vont be long in catching the idea. · 

When all the agricultural advantages of Wilkes 
county a.re considered it is hard to. find a county 
tha• will co1npn.re ,vith ·it. We .cn.n raise almost 
anything that is gl'own in n temperate clhnat~, live 
''under our o,vn vine and fig tree,'' live sumptuously 
fro1n the products of the plantation, nnd besides 
sell a surplus each year. \Va have the purest free­
stone ,vater and the purest nir in the ,vorld and the 
healthfulness of our clin1ate is not surpassed. After 
considering the blessings the Creator hns so lavishly 
spread over our county ,vhy will our young men 
leave the old "State of Wilkes" and seek better 
chances elsewl1ere? There can be but one nns,ver to 
that question: they lack iriforn1ation about the re-· 
sources of their own county. 
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FORT HAMBY. 

IN THE spring of 1865 about the tiine of the· r: rr­
render of General Lee ·and in1mediately f ollow1n~, 
there was a baud of desperadoes under the leadership 
of a man named Wade, a deserter of the Yankee ar-
1ny, who made headquarters at Fort Ha1nby. Fort 
Ham by was an old fashioned residence built of logs ; 
there ,vere two buildings, the larger one w·as two 
stories high and t.~!\s the one used as . the fort. The 
other building was about thirty feet from the main 
building, only one story high and was used as the 
kitchen. These buildings were on the north side of 
the Yadkin river near the n1outh of Lewis Fork, 
about eight miles west of Wilkesboro. They were 
siti~ated on top of a hi.11 overlooking the bottoms of 
the Ya.dkin river and Lewis J.i"ork creek, and from 
the fort windows was an excellent view on either 
side. It was an ideal location for a fort and no 
doubt Wade and his gang of robbers_ felt secure in­
side the heavy iog walls. 

'l'he gang consisted of Wade and Lockwood, two 
renegade Yankee deserters, nnd about eighty-five 
men from this and adjoining counties. They were a. 
terror to the people round about and comn1itted 
many deptedutione, robbing dwellings, smoke-hous­
es, stores and anything else they cbuld plunder and 
destroy, killing innocent1women as well as men. 

On one occasion a woman (the wife of Frank 
Triplett) ,va"J passing along the road on the oppo­
site aide of the creek several hundred yards away 
in a covered wagon when one of the robbers decided 
to try His riflf:'. He fired upon the wagon and the 
ball struck the woman and killed her. 

The last raid of Wade· and· his gang of robbers 
11 



86. HISTORICAL SKETCHES 

was a raid into Alexander county. John Greene, 
fn.ther of Dr. V{. C. Greene, was one of the most 
prosperous planters in Alexander county. He had 
learned that the robbers "rere n1arching in t,he direc-­
tion of his house, and supposing that they ,votild 
n.tten1pt to rob hin1 he set n.bout making preparntion 
to resist t;he1n. He BU}>}llied all his negroes n.nd 
laborers ,vith ar111s and · stationed thetn in the 
house. 'l'he negroes ,vere stationed in the dining 
room and the old n1an GreenH and his son · W. C. 
Greene, ,vhon1 Wade's 1nen had threatened to kill, 
took position in the front part of the ·house. About 
bed-time ,vade's men surrounded the house a.nd 
,v ade and 1t,vo others wellt to the front door and 
t,ried to deceive Mr. Green by pretending to be Con­
federate soldiers returning fro1n the ,var. Theil' 
story was not believed and ,v bile ,v ade and Greent-) 
,vere talking son1e of the robbers ,vere · trying · to 
force an entrance at a back ,vindo,v. Young Greene 
rushed to tbe ,vinclo,v n.ncl began firing on the rob .. 
bars who at once retreated. The robbers ,vent up 
on the Brushies and stayed until about daylight and 
then 1nade their ,vay back to Fort Hain by. · \V. C. 
Gre.ene at once set about to raise a company to pur­
sue the robbers nnd capture them before they could 
reach Fort Ha111by; but they soon found that they 
could not overtake the1n: 

The people ,vere enraged at the conduct of 
these robbers and detern1ined to drive then1 out of 
the country or-cn.pture and destroy the1n. A com­
pany was soon n1ade up-mostly of men from Alex• 
ander. county_.:_which ,vas prepared to make an at­
tack on Fort Hamby. The company cntne across 
the Brushy mountain by Solomon Davis\ ,vho had 
been robbed by ,vadc;'s gang. Davis told the men 
that he was too old to engage in· the attack, but he 
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·wanted to encourage them all he could. He . had 
some four-year-old peach brandy·to which. he told 
the men to help themselves. They drank what they 
,vn.nted and son1e of then1 filled their bottles a.nd 
carried then1 with the1n. Jones Brown who had 
just returned fro1n the Confederate ar1ny ,vn11 in the 
co1npany, and ,vas riding a mule beside Parks 
Gwaltney. When they were riding along the bank 
of the Yadkin river Bro,vn was in a very sole1nn 
n1ood. Suddenly he drew his . bo~~le of brandy 
from his pocket and tossed it over on the river bank 
and said: ''Parks, I never intend to 'touch that 
again." Gwaltney. in relating the incid~n, several 
years later, said that "coining events see1n to cast 
a shado,v before." But they marched on, and when 
they were near the fort a consultation was held and 
a plan of attack was agreed upon; · 

'l'he con1pany, ,vhich was cotnposecl of about 26 
men, was divided into two squnds-one under the 

,co1n111and of Captain Evan Ellis, of Wilkes, and 
the other under the conunand of Colonel Sharp 
of Alexander. One squad was- to dash by and be 
ready to conunence the attack on all sides sin1ulta­
neously. When this was done the fort was sur­
rt>unded and firing began. The, robbers within the 
fort returned the fire ai1d the battle ,vas hotly con­
tested. Ja1nes Linney was shot and killed rlnring 
the engage1nent. 'The robbers had . ~11 the advan­
tages of the fight, as they were protected fro1n the 
fire of the citizens by the thick lo~ ,valls of t.he fort, 
,vhile the citizens were in onen YleW to the robbers. 
After seeing tlutt the attack could only result-in dis­
aster to the citizens they retreated under a heavy 
fire fron1 the robbers. Parks Gwaltney said that he 
was tnarching hack and forth firing into one of the 
windows of the fort where the robbers were :_.con-
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stautly passing· when he discovered that his Ctom­
rades were retreating. He followed them and agaiu 
happened to get with Jones Brow:..1. •rhey were ri­
ding side by side when they came to the ford of 
Lewis Fork creek. While they ,vere in the ford the 

, mule which Brown ,vas riding beca1ne stubborn and 
would not go along. 'rhe ·1Jalls fro1n the fort were 
flying thick and fast all around th01n. Gwaltney 
was aiding Brown in trying to get the stubborn 
mule along. \Vhile they were yet in the ford a ball 
struck Brown ou the thigh and the tblood spouted 
and the cl~ar mountain strean1 flowed on toward the 
sea crin1soned with the blood of a Southern hero. 
When the ball struck Brown 110 said, '' Parks, take 
care of yourself, I'm killed I'' The blood was flow~ 
ing 'in a stren,m from the · wound and the bullets 
from the fort were coining thicker and faster. By 
this time the 1nule had becoine manageable and the 
the two comrades were riding along the road by the 
bank of the stream while the balls knocked up the 
81\nd all around thein. Gwaltney was trying to holcl 
his wounded con1rade on h:is mule, but Bro,vn was 
getting weaker every second from the loss of blood, 
and he agaiQ told Gwaltney to take care of hin1solf 
as he was already killed. Br<Hvn then fell .frou1 hj~ 
1nule upon the sand and died, a.nd Gwaltney hurried 
on to gttt beyond the dnnger line. 

A co1npany of 1nen from On.ld,vell county had 
previously attacked Fort Han1by, H,nd had ~ucceeded 
tn getting to the fort but were unable to capture it. 
Iu the engagen1ant the C.dtlwell crowd lost two u1en 
-Clark and Hensely-who were shot and killed by 
the robbers. 

Although defea.tt~d 1n the first enga,getnP,nt, the 
people were more determined t,httn ever t(1 burst. up 
the gang of robbers congrogated at i'ort Ha1nby, 
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and immediate preparation was made for a aecond 
attack. ·The first company was reinforced by. n1,Hn 

from Wilkes, Alexander and Iredell countie1, and 
about U days 11:'ter they ,went more determined tJ1an 
ever to capture the robbers. The intention was to 
cam.p on the south side of the Yaclkin and ,vait un­
til just before day to surround the fort. WIilen the 
citizens approached the flace ,vhere they intended 
to camp they saw eevera lights and they 1upposed 
that Wade and his gang had started out on another 
raid and Sharp's men thought they ,vould intercept 
them and give oattle. They charged down on the 
men but to their surprise and delight instead of 
finding ,v ade's gang found a companv of about sev­
enty-five men from Caldwell a,vaitlng to attt1«,k 
Wade's gang of robbers. 

The Caldwell men and the Alexander, Iredell 
and Wilkes men joined forces and awhile before day 
they surrounded the fort and began the attack. All 
that day and all the .next ~ight the fl!ing was k~pt 
up but no· man on either side "yas killed. Awhtle 
before daylight the second night' ,van Sharp slipped 
up to the kitchen under the cover of the darkness of 
night und set it oi;i fire. When Wade and his men 
discovered that the kitchen was burning · they 
thought the fort would be certain to catch on fire 
and that they would either have. to surrender or be 
cremated in the fort, eo W a.de asked what quarters 
,vould be given if they wou]d come out and surren­
der. One of the men replied: "'Ve'll give vou a 
passport to h-1." But Wade thouiht it bet,ter to 
surrender than to remain and be burned up in the 
fort; so he announced that they would come out and 
surrender. But hr some 'means, presu~ably by 
jumping .from a w1ndo,v, ,vade got out of the fort 
without being detected and instead of surrendering 
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made a break for the river. Ile dashed through the 
citizens' line nnd ,vas fired upon n number of titnes 
but without effect. \Vade reached the river in sn.fe­
tv? The others ca1ne out n,nd surrendered . ., . . . 

ThB robbers under the leaders1up of ,vade nutn• 
bered eighty-six, but during the seige a.11 had escap­
ed but four-Bill Beck, Bill \Vood, Enoch ,v ood a.nd 
-- Lock"1ood. A.fter these hn.d surrendered the 
fort was searched and all the articles that had been 
stolen by the robbers that could be identified ,verA 
returned to the proper owners. Then the fort it,self 
was fired and the people who ha.cl been robbPd and 
their friends stood by a.nd watched Fort Hn1nby dis­
solve to ashes and s1noke. 

After the fort had burned to the ground a court 
n1n,rtia.l ,vas organized and the four robbers ,vere 
tried and coride1nned to be shot nt the stake. They 
,vere taken a few pa.ces east of the. burned fort and 
tied to stakes. Revs. '\\'illin1n R. Gwnltney nnd 
Isaac Oxford, two B:iptist n1inisters, ,ve1;e in the 
company of citizens, and they both offered prayer 
for the robbers about to ·be shot at the stake. \Yells 
Linney asked to be allo,ved t,) shoot Beck~· ,vho con­
fessed that he had shot J an1es Linney in the engage-
1nent on the previous _Sunday. The 8ignn,l ,vas giv­
en and the 4e.tn.iled 1nAn· fired upon the four robbers 
tied to the stakes; their bodies ,vere riddled with 
bullets and their souls went back to the God ,vho 
gaYe the1n. · · . 

1.'he citizens then searched a.long the ri ,·er . for 
Wade but failed to find hitn. Then they dispersed, 
leaving the four r()bhers hanging to the stn,kes, and 
returned to their ho1nes. \Vade told sotne of hi~ 
·friends in the con1munit_y that he su .. nk hitnsf~lf un­
der the water and got brenth through a reed and 
stayed concealed in that way until late in t~e even..: 
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ing; he ,vent up and looked at his co1nrndes· hanging 
to the stakes dead; he inunedi.n.tely left this country 
and has not been heard of since. 
➔ The bodies of the robbers ,vere probably cut do,vn 
in the evening after they ,vere shot, then they lay 
about the ruins of Fort Han1 by· for three days and 
nights; finally the people of the co1nn1uuity put 
the1n in boxes and hauled the1u away and buried 
them. 

Sil\[~iONS' GANG OF R-OBBERS. 

THERE ,va.s another gang of · robbers under t,he 
leadership of another renegnde Y nnkee deserter 
11a1ned Simn1011s. 'l'hey 1nade l1endqunrters out on 
t,he Brushy n1onntains. They were ns ·. n1enn and 
daring in their.deviltry as the Fort· flan1by gang, 
n,nd so1nethnes the two gangs ,vouJ d ra.id together. 
A number of iIHH)cent people \\'ere wontonly mur­
.dered by t,his gnng for no purpoE-t~ whatever except 
t,o gratify their_ hellish desire to kill. On one occa­
sion a young n1nn who wns rat.her idiotic was capt­
ured by one of the gang \\'ho thought he would take 
him to tho cntnp and have nil the fun they wunte<l 
out of him und then kill hhu. The young' n1an ,vn.s 
}JUt in the road before t.110 robber and ma.do t.o 
1narch at his conunand. As t.h(\Y were 1narching 
through n. dark' hollo,v the robber WttS · sighting at 
the ba.ck of the boy's hend nnd the opportunity to 
comn1it murder ,vas so ten1pting thnt he pulled the 
t,rigger and the iunocent 1nan fell dead. 
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Aho•t twenty years before t11e outbreak of the 
Civil wn,r one morning there was a boy baby found 
lying on the court house eteps. 11he child's parent 
could not be found, so a Presbyterian n1inister 
na111ed Pervis, ,vho lived on the lot f4ast of the court 
house known as the Cowles phice, adopted ·the child 
into hi1 ho1ne and raised ih. Since the boy · ,vas 
fo11nd at the court house he was nan1Ad John Wilkes 
after the county. It grew up to n1anhood and ,va.s 
a brig}lt young tnan .. He was wontonly killed by a 
n1e1n her of the Simmons gang. 

,vhen Stone1nnn 's division of the Federal atmv . ., 
1narched through Wilkes the people hid their horses 
in the woods and n1ountains for fear thev ,vonlcl be .. 
Rtolen, and it was several days t,httt, the people ,vere 
afraia t.o venture out. About three days after the 
rriid "'i11inn Transou ventured up to Wilkesboro to 
hear tlte news. Sirnn1ons captured hitn on his way 
home and intended to kill hhn. He told hhn if he 
wn.nted to prny he would give hin1 a mo111ent. Tran­
s, >n fel I to his knees and began begging Sin1n1ons 
not io kill him. One of Simmons' ussociates was 
touchea by Transou 's plending and .he. too begged 
Hhnu1ons to BRare hin1. Sim1nons finally consent.ed 
t,o Sf}&r6 'fransou if he ,vould tell )Vhere his horses 
were a,. 

TIie Sin1mons gang committed so,ne daring rob­
borie• ao~tly in Alexander and Iredell. After the 
J1'ort llan1by gttng was broke up the band dissolved 
und ~inn.nons left the country. 
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STONEMAN'S RAID. 

IN APRIL, 1865, a detachment of the Federal army 
nuinbering about twenty.five thousand n1en 1narched 
through ,vnkes county burning houses, barns, etc., 
·robbing nnd plundering everything in sight leaving 
their trail aln1ost a howli11g ,vilderness. They cnmt-l 
to Wilkes by way of Boone ,vl~er~ they burned thf' 
court house as well as n1nch private property, thence 
by· Patterson's Factory where they burned the ,vool­
en 1nille located there, thence down the Yadkin into 
Wilkes. 

'1'hey crossed t.he Yadkin at Holn1nn's ford, and 
the river being s,vollen, it was ,vith difficultr thnt. 
they succeeded in crossing; but they crossed in safe­
ty to the 111011 and horses but a ,va.gon of amunition 
a"nd a cn.nnon were overt.urned and lost in the river. 
The cannon and a lot ,)f the an1nnition "'ns fouud 
af' ter the war was over. Here the ar1ny ,vns divided 
into two sections; one section was put. under the 
conunnnd of General Pa.Ima. while General Stone111au 
conununded the other section. Palniu nncl his de­
tachn1ent went on the North si.de of the Yadkin, 
and Stone1nan's section on t,he. South side. 
· "'hen the ·wing of tl:e nrn1y Ullder Stoneman'@· 

co1n1nand reached Cub creek it was too high to ford 
so he pitched his tent on the hill this side, just ea.st. 
of where "\\'. W. Barber no,,- lives, and camped there 
for several day11, during ,vhich tin1e his soldier~ 
were plundering and burning. One morning one of 
his 1nen had ente;red and was preparing to set fire to 
t.he tit,hes the Confederates hnd collected here, which 
,vere stored in the old Hull store house just. north of 
the court house. · Jus\ tit that mointlnt Calvin ,J. 
Cowles stepped in a11d pnrsuaded the soldier not to 
burn. the building. He argued that the provisi(lns 

13 
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011gb, \o be distributed a1nong the poor women and 
children of the Union men in this county. The sol­
dier ~old hini he ,vould wait until he could run to 
Sto••n1.an 's c~mP. and see hitn. This. Co,vle~ did at 
t,he peril of his hfe and succeeded 111 saving the 
st.or-01 and the court house and jail nnd other build­
ing, a1 well. 

-Stonen1an sent Cowles with a nu1nb er of ~o]diers 
wiih a n1essage to General Palma. ,vho ,vas encamp..: 
eel on the opposite sitle of the river with the other 
win1 of the army. Cowlf's urged Paln1a not to burn 
the factory at Eikin ; this request ,vas complied 
with and the a11111y soon left the county. They went 
down the river to Elkin, _ then to lf ount Airy and 
then to Salisbury. · · · 

The people "'ere left in a desolnte condition. ir nny 
fatnilies were left entirely ,vithout. provisions wit.h 
th~ir houses and barns burned; the 1nen ,vere nearJy 
nll in the arn1y, robbers ahundant, in the count,y, 
a.ni i* wns with difficulty that starvation ,vas avert.:. 
eel. 
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l\lON'I'FORD SIDNEY STOKES~ 

THE subject of this sketch was born at '' 1'f orne 
Rouge," in Wilkes county on October the 6th, 1810. 
He was the son of Montford Stokes, ,vho was a U. S. 
Senator and later Governor of North Carolina. 
Sidney Stokes was appointed a cadet to the United 
States Naval Academy at Anapolis, ""here he gradu­
ated. Upon his graduation at Anapolis he entered 
the Navy and served for ten years or 1nore when he 
resigned and returned to his plantation to engage in 
farn1ing. · . . . 

Stokes was appointed Major of the North Ca.rolina 
Volunteers in the ,var with Mexico. As an officer in 
the Mexican wn.r he displayed his . ability to com­
mand troops and proved himself a man of superior 
courage. He ,vas the soldiers' favorite officer, and 
a.s mark of their love and admiration for· him they 
presented hin1 a beautifill sword. The sword is no,v 
in the posses~ion of his daughter, ·Mrs. C. N. Hu11t;. 
It is 1nounted in gold and silver and furnishes a 
handsome appearance. On it are the following in­
scriptions ; 

•'Presented to l\fn.j. M. S. Stokes, of tpe N. C. \ToI. 
by the non-co1nn1issioned officers and privates under 
his co1n1nand in l\lexico." 

"Major i1. S. Stokes, the Soldiers' Friend." 
After ter1ns of peace were n1ade with l\lexieo 

Stokes returned to his fa.rm in Wilkes J1,nd wns one · 
of the 111ost successful far1ners in this section. He 
raised 1nany fine catt.le and often dro:ve then1_ on 
foot to Philadelphia to n1arket then1. On one occa­
sion as he ·was returning fro1n Philadelphia, where 
he had been with a drove of cattle, he stopped for u. 
few daya with friends in \Vashington. It, was dur­
ing Andrew Jackson's ad1ninistration as President 
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and Jnckson and Stokes had been school mates at 
Ananolis. \Vhile in Washington Stokes· wns invited 
to attend a bn,nquet where the President ,vas to be 
the guest of honor. Stoke_s ,vas a tall athlete ,vith 
long lin1bs and large hands, He rented a conven­
tio1~al suit for the OC(}asion but it ,vtts impossible to 
find a suit that would fit the athletic figure. But 
he went to the bn,nq net ~nd ,vhen the receptio~ ,vas 
being given Stokes ,vent up to shrike the hand of the 
President. '•Is tha,t you, Sid Stokes?" exclahned 
the President, and the t,vo old schoohnates:,t em­
braced and gave a singular coincidence to \Vz1,shing-
to11 society. · · 

Sidney Stokes was a perfect gentle1nan ana. tried 
to regard everybody else ns such. The ,vriter asked 
one of his old slaves-San1-,vhn,t kind of a 1nan 
Stokes ,vas. The old darky replied that he ,vas one 
of the best n1en that ever lived. He said that the 
worst fault he had ,vas that he put too ~µch confi­
dence in everybody. 

When the Civil war_ can1e on !vlajor Stokes forn1ed 
the first con1pany that left this county tq · join the 
Conf ederute ar1ny. lle ,vas elected cn,ptnin of the 
001npany, ttnd when the ·First North Cnrolina Regi-
1nent ,vas orgnnized on ~lay 11th, 1.861, at \\Tnrron­
ton, Stokes' con1pany \\'a~ put in that Regiinent nnd 
was known as Co1npany Ji. nnd he was ele,~ted Lieu­
tenant-Colone] of the Regitnent. 

StokHs was highly regarded by his superior offi­
cers as well as by the pri vn,tes nuder his conunai1d, 
and he had been recon1n1onded for pro1notion in 
recognition of his nble services and du.ring· courage. 
But unhatJpily on the 26th day of ,June, 1862, he 
was n1ort.ally ,vounde<l a.t Chicahon1iny during the 
Seven D~ys fight al·onnd. l{ichn1oud. On .Tnly 8rd, 
1862, tlus gu.Unut hero died frorn the wound he had 
.received a few <J..ays J.,efore. Hi! remain,, welJ. 
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brought hon1e and buried in front of the old Stokes 
residence. 

GENERAL JOHN SEVIER. 

GENRAL JoHN SEVIER ,va.s not a native of Wilkes 
county but in that section of country west of the 
Blue Ridge and Smoky mountains that ,vas in the 
titne of Severe a portion of Wilkes county he was 
the n1ost conspicuous 1nan. In 1790 he was a mem­
ber of Congress from North Carolina, living at \hnt 
tiine ~n \Vilkes county, the portion now 'rennesse. 
This year Tenne~see was orgn.nized and ad1nitted 
iuto the Union as a State and General Sevier was 
n1ade the first Governor .. 

John Sevier was born in Virginia about 1740. 
He ca1ne to .the Holston river with an exploring par­
ty about 1709.4 He directed and aided in the con­
struction of the first fort on the ,vatauga river. 
\Vhile in defense of Watauga Fort he discovered a 

· young lady of tall .and erect stature coming ,vith the 
fleetness of the roe to,vards tho fort closely pursued 
by Indians; l1er approach to the gate ,vas cut off by 
f;he Indians, but turning suddenly she eluded her 
pursuers and leaped the pnlisndes at another point 
and fell into the arms of Captain John Sevier. TJ1is 
resol,1te wo111an ,vas ~{iss Catharine Sherrill, who 
in a, few years be,can1e the d?voted ,vif e of the Colo­
nel, and the boson1 con1pan1011 of the General, the 
Governor, the Congress1nan, the Senator, the peo-
ple's man· and the patriot, John Sevier. . 
.. Sevier was a conte1nporary of Daniol Booue, and 
devoted 117uch of his time to bunting. He was con-
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stantly engaged in defending th~ fort from the, at-· 
tacks of the Indians, and from the beginning the 
people of the settlement regarded him as their 
leader. During the Revolutionary war he and his 
associates went into the Indian territory, scattered 
the hostile bands, burnt the Indian towns and re .. 
turned to their homes in better security and some 
more confidence of peace . 

.A.t the battle of King's Mountain Sevier com .. 
mantled a section of the A1nerican ar1ny and sl1ared 
in the victory at that battle. The North Carolina 
Legislature passed a re~olution thanking Sevier for 
his brilljant work at King's ?\ilountain. 

In 1784 came the scenes of the State of Franklin. 
The people beyond the Smokies o.rganized a govern­
ment of their own under the na1ne of the State of 
Franklin. Sevier ,yas made Governor of Franklin, 
a.11d received his salary in coon skins which was the 
currency of the State. The' measures adopted by 
North Carolina to cede tl1e territory to tl1e general 
government caused Sevier u.nd the suppor_ters of the 
State of Franklin to come into n1ensures of adjust­
ment. Franklin ceded her clairns to the territory 
to the United States and the territory south of the 
Ohio river was organized. The StatH of Franklin 
quietly died; the stage of territorial governn1ent 
was passed; the State of Tennessee was established 
and admitted into the Union, and General 8Hvier 
was chosen first Governor. 

The u.uthorities in North Carolina had Sevier ar­
rested and he was taken to Morganton and put in 
prison on the charge of rehelling aga.inst, thP Stnte, 
but· was released been.use of his services at King's 
Mountain. 

In 1811 he wns elected· to Congress: he wa~ re-. 
elected in 1818. He was a n1e1nbor of the l\Iilitu.ry 
Committee durii1g the war of 1812. 

. . . 
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In 1815 President Madison appointed him on a 
coinmission to adjust some difficulties wi~h the 
Creek Indians. He engaged in the duties of a com­
missioner, was taken sick av.d died at a.n encamp-
1nent on the eas·t side of the Tallapoosa river, near 
Fort Decatur, Ga., on the 24th of September, 1810, 
and was buried with the honors of ,var. 

CHARLEY GORDON. 

CHARLEY GonnoN ·was a native of ,vnkes county 
and was a Captain under Colonel Cleveland during 
the Revolutionary war. He was at the battle of 
King's Mountain and distinguished himself by 
siezing a British soldier hy the "Q" of hair on the 
back of his head and dragging him down the side of. 
the mountain. Finally the soldier wa~ enabled to 
draw his sword and in1mediately Gordon drew his 
revolver and killed hhn. The subject of this sketch 
w~e the great-gi:andfather of General· .JohnJB. Gor• 
don, late Governor of the State of Georgia, and a 
cousin of our illustrious Gen. James B. Gordon. 
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GENERAL JAMES B. GORDON. 

AMONG the grAat men of Wilkes county the name 
of General Jan1es B. Gordon stands in the front. He 
was born in Wilkesboro on the 2nd of Nove1nber, 
1822, and ,vns a descendant of a respectable Scotch 
a.ucestry. He ,vns educated in the comn1on schools 
and academies of this section and at E111ory and 
Henry college. He engaged in the n1e.rcn.ntile busi­
ness nnd was probably the ·n1ost successful bnsine~R 
n1an in the county in" his day. Gordon ahvays took 
a live]y interest in politics aud he became the lead-

•• • er of his pa.rty 111 the county. In 1850 he wns elect-
ed to represent the count)t in the low·er house of the 
GenernJ Assen1bly. 

At the outbreak of i:he Civil wn.1· he ,vaR one of th~ 
first to answer the call for volunteers. He enlisted 
in Cotnpnny B, for1ned by Sidney Stokes, nnd ,vns 
olected Lieutenant of the cotnpany. This company 
was a.ttached to the First N ort.h Carolina Regin1en't 
upon its organization at Warrenton. 

When the Ninth Regin1ent ( afterwnrds know·n ns 
the First Cavalry) was organized Governor JiJllis ap­
pointed him ~f ajor of the reghneut.. The regiment 
,vns co1n1Josed of picked n1en and only men of conr• 
ttge and bra.very were chosen for this regiinent. In 
n few dnys Gordon ,vas pron1oted. to Lient.euant.­
Colonel. On the ::?5t.h of Ju_ly, 1862, the cuiValrv 
\\'tlS reorganized and the Ninth Ilegiinent ,vns placed 
in ihe Hn,n1pton Brigade. Gordon's regiment "'as 
soon cnlled to tlH~ retreat at thtJ second l\iannssas, 
where he showed his skill as a cnvalry cotntnander, 
checking the enen1y and giving timA for t.he Con­
federn.tes to successfully retreat with their n1en and 
art,illery. 

At Getty~burg t.he fight,ing was m<·stly by ii1fantry 
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a11d artillery and the cavalry was not so extensively 
engaged. However, Htunpton's Briga~e bore the 
brunt of a severe fight. Gordon c<>ininanded · the 
First N. C. Ca.valry and bravely held his ground. 
Afte'r the fall of Colonel Evans he ,vas put iu com­
n1ancl ,>f the 6Brd Regin1ent a.nd he co1nmanded· t,hn,t, 
Tegin1ent during the re1nainder of the Gett,ysburg 
ca1npnign. 

At the battles of Culpepper; Jack's Shop and 
.Brandy Station, Gordon did such brilliant "'ork ns 
to receive the conunendation of G·enei•al Stuart and 
,vhich led to his prou1ot.ion· to Brigadier General . 

. In March, 1864, the Fifth N. C. Cavalry returned 
to their severv.l ho1nes for ne,v horses and recupera­
tion, · On May 2nd, they returned to the ar1ny ,i.ncl 
,v.ere ordered ·to report to Genera.I R. E. Lee for as­
signn1ent in Gordon's Cavalry· Brignde. At tha.t 
t.hne Gordon's brigade consiL1ted of the the First, 
Second, ·Fourth and Fifth North Carolina Cavidry 
.Regit11ents .. 

On April 80th, 18C>4, a special order "~as .issued 
taking G·ordon 's •.Brignde out of Hu1npto11 's dh .. ision 
and placing it in the division of General Vl. H. F. 
l.1ee. H·an1pton reg1•et;t~d t,o have this done, and l1i~ 
01~der in executing this t.rn.nsfer i~ here given in full, 
as it shows the high estee111 in ,vhich Gordon and 
his n1en were held : 

''Headquarters lfampton's Division Ca.valry, 
''Cavalry Cau11}, .Ar1ny of Northern ''n., 

<.Milfoi·d, May 5, 1864. 
"'Brigadier Genernl J. B. Gordon, Comn1anding 

Ca,yalry BrigadH: 
"General: In purRutu1ce of Specinl Orders No. 

11.8, Depart1nent of Northern Virginin, of April 80th, 
and of instructionH from Major (}enernl J. E. B. 
Stuart, comn1anding cavnlry, yon n.re directed to 
i,•roceed without delay wit,h your cou1n1and to tl~e 

. lf 
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vicinity of Shady Grove, where you will concentrate 
your brigade and report for further orders to l\iia­
jor General Stuart. I am directed by Major Gener­
al Hampton, in communicating the above orders, to 
express to yqu, and through you to your ,vhole 
brigade, the surprise with ,vhich he has received the 
orders and the pain it causes hiin to execute them. 
He indulges the hope that his wishes may be con­
sulted, and that a new assignment may_ be n1ade as 
soon as the present emergency shall have. pa$sed, 
,vhich ,vill reiurn your brigade to his division a.nd · 
give him back the troops to ,vhom he hao hecome so 
attached and whom he has learned to trust in titnee 
of rlanger and trial. . 

"Indulging this hope, he refrains from saying, 
. farewell, but will watch the performance of affairs 
and n1en in the approaching contest ,vith the same 
anxious interest as if they were under his own com­
mand, confident that if your regitnent should be 
eventually returned to hitn they will bring back 
unsullied· banners and a record of glory increaAed 
and illustrated by new achieve1nents in the coining . . . 
can1pa1gn. I am, General, very respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 
''THEO. G. BARR.ER, 

"~lajor ·~nd Assistant Adjt. Gen.,, 
At the battle of the \\'ilderness Gordon's Brigade 

did valiant service. He was continuaJly riding and 
,vti}king along the lines of his dismounted regiments. 

On the return of the Confederate forces from Mine 
·Run to Spottsylvania C. H. Gordon's brigade n1ade 
the whole distance of of sixty-six miles in 28 hours, 
without rest or ,sleep, reaching Spotteylvania about 
sunset. Immediately he was order.ed .. to attack the 
enen1y's right. He responded and succeeded. · in 
driving the ene1ny back before he or his 1nen slept. 

In the famous retreat from Petersbprg to Appo~ 
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n1attox when the Confederates came to Sailor's 
creek they found the bridge burned. The ene1ny 
·,vas close behind and the Conf edera tee were in a 
perilous situation. The e1iemy was held in check 
by Gordon's reghnent~ until the bridge ,vas rebuilt 
and the retreat continued. 

A, Hagerstown Gordon repulsed an ·attack that 
General Stuart said saved the trains of the Conf ecl­
erates. 

On May 9, 1864, Sherridan began his raid on Rich­
n1ond. He had ,vith him his whole corps, three di•• 
vieions of cavalry, at least 12,000 ~ounted n1en and 
one brigade, and six batteries of artillery.· 'fo con-­
tend with this great invading force Stuart could 
con1_mand but three brigades-Lotnax and ,vick­
ham's, Fitz J-'ee's division, and Gordon's brigade. 
and of artillery J obnson 's battery and a section o·t 
Ha.rt's. All told not over 4,000. By forced marches 
the two brigades of Fitz Lee suc«~eeded in getting in 
Sherridan 's front at Yellow ~ravern on the Brook 
'turnpike early in the-morning of the 11th; a~d be~an 
the battle of Yellow Tavern. About the ean1e t,1me 
Gordon's forces .• attaoked.his rear ferociously. The 
Federals burned the Ground Squirrel bridge over 
the Son th Anna river btlt Gordon found an old ford, 
aln1oet in1pf\ssable, ,vhere he and his menf?rossed 
rushed up the hill and drove the enRn1y ba.cfcin con­
fusion: ,vhile Sheridan claimed the victory at ·Yel-
low Tavern it ,vae about such a victory 11s Corn"'a.llis 
,von at Guilford Court House. It was Sheridan '.s 
.ahn to 111arch into Richmond on the 11th, and had 
it not been for Gordon and his •ga.llant men the oa11 .. 
ital of the Confederacy would have fallen into . the 
hands of the Yankees that day. 

On the 12th ciin1e the fight .at Brook Church. 
Gordon was in Sheridan's rear. He had orderod 
some artillery fro1n_ Richm:ond which came in due 
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. t,itne and ,vns t.rnined and fired upon the ene1ny. Iui-
1nediately one 1or 1nore of Sheridan's guns were 
turned upon it. · Gordon ,vas furious. He raved 
and begged, and called it "band box nrt,illery," but 
his men stayed in the trenches. He booa1ne disgust­
ed and went in a gl~ 1 lop right into the· fire do,vn thu.t 
military rond, and there he received his death 
,vonnd. He ,vas taken to the hospital but six davs 
lnter he died. ., 
· General Stuart also received his death ,vound at 

Brook Church, nnd ,vhen a.t, last he was sorely press­
ed and his squadron broken, just before his death, 
his last ,vords were: "\Vould to God~ Gordon were 
here." But Gordon, too, had received his death 
w·ound. 

Gordon's remainR ,vere brought home and buried 
· in the Episcopal cen1etery at Wilkesboro. His last 
resting place is 1narked by a beautiful n1onument, 
and the evetgreens and flowers that grow about his 
grave show the lasting ad~1iration of his comrades, 
friends and relatives. \V.'.lkes is glad that the whole 
· count.ry glories in the achieve1nent of her noble son, 
hut his fame, his glory, nud his toin b are . all her 
0\\'11. 
· In his history of the 5th N. C. Cavalry, Col. Paul 
B. ~leans has this to say: ''Our great loss at Brook 
church ,vas the gallant nncl ~lorious Jaines B. Gor• 
·don. The Fift,h loved him as its co1nmander during 
·the Gettysburg campaign tind ns his · entire brigade 
did for his splendid courage and n1erit in all re­
spects. He was the l\furat of the arn1y of Northern 
· Virginia, and had he lived htt ,votdd have added· •in­
creas(3d lustre to our North Carolinn Ca.valry." 

Of hin1 Gen. Juhan S. Cttrr said: "On the 28th 
of Sept., 1868, James B. Gordon, Col. of the 9th, 
was co1n1nissionecl Brigadier General and took co1n-
1nand of the Brigade. {-!nder General Gordon it 
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n1ade fa1nous its nn1ne of ''The North Carolina Cav­
alry Brigade,'' and was thus to the end of' the war 
,videly kno,vn throughout the arn1y of Northern 
Virginia and by a· very great n1any in the army of 
the Poto1nac. Of course, it·,vas often spoken and 
,vritten of as Gordon's and· afterwards Barringer's 
Brigade. 

"Gordon was a genius of ,var, a "veritable god of 
battle.'', He did more than any other one mnn to 
n1n,ke his brignde ,vhat it "'as, and had 110 lived· his 
brigude ,vould have placed his na111e as high on 
North Carolina's roll of honor tt.s thnt of any Con­
federate, if not hig11er. ·A.t Brook church on the 
12th of }lay, 1864, he received a ,vound which prov .. 
ed mortal ,vi thin a ,veek. '' 

THE "BUZZARD ROOST." 

IN T.HE early days of ,vnkes county the bottoms 
along the Yadkin and Reddies River· at the j11nction 
of the rivers was heavily titnbered ,vith tall . cedars. 
The buzzards ·of all the adjacent count,ry would 
gather there to roost in those cedars. So it heca1ne 
kno\\rn as the '' buzzard roost.'' The botto1ns ,vere➔ 
cleared by the late .John Finley and ,vere so prodt1c-
tive that the nani:e, "buzzard roost," . "rns VPry ap ... 
propriate; and as long as ~fr. Finley · H vecl the bo•­
ton1s ,vere kno,vn as ''John ~inley"s buzzard roo~t~ '' 
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GENERAL JAMES WELLBORN. 

IN HIS day General James Well born ,vas probal>ly 
:the n1ost pron1inent man in the county. He 1nar­
, ried Rebecca 'Montgomery, one of the: t,vo heirs .to 
the large tracts of land known as the Moravian sur­
veys. 

. Ja1nes ,vellborn ,vas appointed Genera.I of th& 

. malitia about the close of the Revolutionary ,var. 
Ji"rom the year 1796 to 1885 General \Vellborn serv­
ed 'in the State Senate thirty years. He served in 
succession from 1796 to 1811, from 1817 to 1821, irl 
1828 and 1824, in 1828 and 1829, in .1882, and in 
1884 and 1885. Prior to 18ft5 1nen1bers of the Gen-­
eral Assen1bly were elected each year, so ,vellborn 
was eleQt~d thirty ti1ue.i in thirty-nine years. The 
fact thai a man can stand so popular for thirty-nine 
vears is honor enough for one n1an. I doubt if the 
world can f,1rniah a like example. 

During his terms in the Senate General ,vellborn 
made streneous efl'orts to have the State build I a 

. turnpike road fro1n the mountains to the sea, b1.1t 
he faile(l. That was before any railroads were built 

-in North CaroJina and the turnpike would have 
been a g~eat thing for the peotlle of the ,vest, but 
east had the tnajority an.d thoy knew that the peo­
ple of the west had to co1ne to then1 for their neces­
ai ties turnpike or no turnpike, sud they Wfire not 
willing to be taxed to build the road for the accotn­
odation of the ·people .of the ,vest. 

It was largely through the efforts of General 
\Vellborn that his brother-in-law, Montford St;okeM~ 
,vas t\\;ico elected to the United States Senate and 
once 'elected as Governor of the State. 

He was buried on his plantation about 8 n1ilee 
west of \\'ilkesboro. 
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HON. ANDERSON MITCHELL. 

ANDERSON MITCHELL was at one tin1e a distin­
guish~ citizen of. Wilkes; he was born in Caswell 
county iu the. year 1800; was educated at the Bing­
han1 Sohool and at the State University at Chapel 
~ill where he graduated in 1821ft He read law un­
der George Henderson an4 was admitted to the bar 
ih 1828. 

Mitchell located. in Jefferson, Ashe county, to 
J>ractice his profession. In 1827, '28 and '20 he 
represented Ashe -0ounty in the lo,ver brapch of tl1_e 
Legislatu~, and in 1888 he was elected to the St;a.te 
Senate. In 1840 he· 1noved to ,vnkesboro and the 
s~n1e year ,vas elected to the State Senate f ro1n 
,vilkes. In 1842 he was olecwd to Congress but re­
signed in 184f1:to devote his entire tin1e to the prac­
t,ice of, l~w~ 

111 1&'59 he ren1oved to Statesville. In 1866 he 
,vus appointed .J ndge of ~he Superior Court, and iu 
18i2 was elected, wit.l1out opposition, to succeed 
hhnself as Judge and he seryed until his death in 
187t\ when Governor llrogden appointed D. ~f. Fur• 
clws to Allceeed hint. 
· Ou Dec. 24th, 1876, he died and was buried in the 

cetnetery at Statesville. 
Judge !fitchell's conduct during the Ku Klux era 

in North Carolina has won for him lasting fu.1110. 

In his district there was no such thing as Ku Klux 
allo"r~d; neither was there any necessity for such, 
for all the v1olat9rs of the la,v ,vere punished with-­
·out fear or fa.vor. Our dist-inguished county n1an 
AndeNon Mitchell \'a.nnoy was named after him 
r.nd was a close con1pa.11ion of the Judge until his 
death. Mi to bell was an able luwyer, an excellent. 
Judge, and a great and noble ma1.,. 
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COL. ,v~I. ~I. BARBER. 

THE SUBJEC'l' of this sketch \\ra_s horn Jan. 24t11, 
1884. He enlisted in the 87th N. C. Reghnent and 
on its 01·gnnizntion nt High Point, Nov. 20th 1861, 
he ,vas elected Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiinent. · 

At Fi1zzell's Mill Lane's Brigade, led by Col. Bar­
ber, recaptured the Confederate entrenchn1ents, 
,vhich 1111d been lost by other Confederate troops, on 
the Darbytown road in the presHnce of General R.J~. 
Lee. At Gravely Hill he led the regitnent in a hot, 
fight and ,vus ,vounded in the engnge1nent. 

'l'he officers. of Lane's brigade presented thoir 
leader ,vith n sword and General's sash nt. l\Ioss 
Neck and Col. Barber ·,vns · chosen to· present the 
presents ,vhich he did ,in a neat t_tnd graceful speech. 

Col. Barber ,vas engaged in the battle of Freder­
icksburg nnd perforined his duty bravely. At Chnn­
cellorsville·he grappled with the et1e1ny brnvely and 
drove the1n · back but he described the fight by hi~ 
1·egitnent as the bloodiest bn.t.tle he ever Raw. 

Ile ,vas ,vonnded in the fight at, Jones'• farn1. nenr 
Petersburg on Sept. B0th, 1864, · and died fron1 the 
wounds on the 3rd of the following Oetobe.r. Hi~ 
ren1nins ,vere bronght to ,v.ilk.esboro and buried in 
t,he Episcopal cen1etery. · 

. ' 

l1EE CARMicRAEL. ,vus a pro1ninent 1nan in Wilkes 
hef ore the Civil ,var. He ,vas •a fine Ia,vyer and ,vas 
a candidate for Congress ngainst General 'fhotnns L. 
Clingn1an. He represented the county in the Legis­
lature a nntnher of titnes. · He died about tlu~ close 
of the ,var. 



COL. THOMAS C. LAND. 

THOMAS C .. LAND is one of the landmarks of thP 
f'Jounty. He was born March '18, 1828, and was 
raised on a far1n, attending the old field schools a 
few w3eks for a part of the winters.. He attended 
old Be&ver Creek Academy for & short time while 
Hugh Stokes was principal. . 

At the outbreak of the war he joi.ned Col. Sidney 
Stokes' company as a private and served durin~ thf' 
,var. He was appointed comn1issary and later cor­
i)oral. In the Seven Days Fight around Richmond 
l1e was wounded and wa.s allo,ved to ·con1e · home on 
furlough. During his absenoo from the army he was 
apnointed Lieutenant-Oolonel of the 58rd regiment, 
which position he assun1ed on his return tQ the ar-
111y. He was wounded at the battle of Winchester 
and a number of other titnes but not seriously. 

After the w'ar Col.· Land returned to Wilkes_ and 
engaged in teaching scltool and fartning. · In 1870 
he \\'ent to Oregon and took up land and lived there 
until 1884 when he returned to Wilkes. In 1891 he 
again went to Oregon and lived there until 1808 
\\'hen he returned to \Vilkes where he has since lived. 
\Vhile in the West he engaged in farming, teaching 
and 1ni11ing .. 

Col. Land has consideral:le literary talent and is 
the· autho'r of the popular ballad, ''The Death of 
l,aura Foster," and a nu1nber of other poems. 

Col. Land has been fond of hunting and ,v11ile in 
the West he had quite a little experience in huntiug 
deer, bear and elk. He hns the horns of a large elk 
that he killed which he prizes very highly. 

Col. Land is at present a 1nember of the count,y 
Board of Education, the t)n}y office he ever held. ·· 

IS 
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REV.W.R.BRADSHAW. 

BY F. B. HENDREN . 

. REV~ W. R. BnADBHA,v. tlte pastor of the Baptist 
church in Wilkesboro and North Wilkesboro respect,­
ively, was born in Burke county, N. C., on the 14th 
of J nly, 1866. His father ,vas a far111er and young 
]lradsha,v ,vorked on· his father's far111 until he ,vn,s 
eighteen years old. He attended the district school 

REV. W. R. BRADSHAW, 

a fe,v nionths in the ,vinter, and at eighteen years of 
age he entered A1nherst Acnde1ny, situated llfiaJ his 
father's farn1, under the tuition _of Re,1• R. L. · Pat• 
ton, one of the ablest 1ninisters and educato1·s in the 
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State. Here lie ~as fitted for college ancl, having 
decided to enter the ministry, matriculated at Wake 
~,orest College in the fall of 1888 . and graduated in 
the class of '92. The following fall he assumed the 
principalship of Moravian Falls Academy and also 
took charge of the Baptist church at Moravian Falls, 
and during the year had charge of other cht'.1rches in 
this county. Soon after his removal to this county 
he took cl1arge of the Baptist churches a~ ,vilkesbo­
ro and North -,vnkesboro. These pastur$,tes he has 
1uost acceptably and successfully filled 11p to the 
present tbne. He has received several c$,lls to goocl 
churches in other towns in this State but has uni­
formly declined them. Under his eloqu~nt sermons 
and ,vise mlnistry the churches in the t\to ,vnkes­
boros have enjoyed a most gratifying and steady 
growth. Nor doee his influence cease at .the borders 
of the t,vo·towns, but_ reac·hes ou1; ail ov~r the coun­
ty, throughout which he is well known.. :He is also 
a prominent personage on the floor ,of ~he Baptist. 
State Convention and o(}casionallv electrifies it with .. . 

his bursts of eloquence. He is often referred to as 
the "Bov Orator of the Mountains." 

Pure fn life and chaste in demeanor, h~ is yet the 
stern and uncompromising enemy of evil in every 
form, especially of th'e liquor evil. He 1 is promi­
nently con_nected with thtt educational interests of 
the count,y. · 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

Tr.$ Ht1~tler, North 'Wilkesboro·. 

Tug HusTLER was established in July~ 1896, by T .. 
. J. Robertson, the present o,vner and echtor. It wne, 
a three column, 8 page paper. On January 2, 1808, 

T. J. ROBERTSON. 

tl1e entire out,flt was destroyed by fire and not a cent 
of iu~urance on the plant. Mr. Robertson assun1ed 
the i>roportions of the name of his pnper ,ind in tw, • 
,veeks a new outfit was put in and the paper re-u.p­
penred in an enlarged for1n-a 5 colun.n, 8 pa.gtl 
pu.pcr. The Hustler has n1ade steady advance111ent 
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r.nd now has a firm hold on the people of North 
Wilkesboro and the county. 

The editor and owner, T. J. Robertson, was born 
in Pittsylvania county, ·Va., Feb. 27, 18f\5. In 1877 
his parents moved to Kernersville, N. C., where he 
received an academical education. He came to 
iNorth Wilkesboro in 1895 and was editor of the 
North Wilkesboro News uritil 1896 when he estab­
lished The Hustler. 

BOBBRT A.. DEAL. 

The Chronicle, Wilkesboro. 

THE cu·1ioNIOLE was established at Lenoir by ~. 
S. Blair in 1888, but a few years later was moved 
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to Wilkesboro, and has been p~1blished continuotJsly 
ever since. Soon after the paper 1noved to ,vilfes­
boro R. A. Den.I bought it and has owned u.nd c'on­
duc;teq. it, ever since. ln .. 1899 he bought t,1e Moun­
tain Breeze and the two offices ,v·ere consolidated. 

Robert Avery Deal, editor and owper of· The 
Chronicle, ,vas born in Caldwell co~nty Dec .. 6, 1868, 
and ,vas raised on the farn1, n,ttending the public 
schools a pn.rt of the sessions. He· attended Ruth­
erford College under Prof. R. L. Abernethy fo1· 
a bout t,vo years, going in debt for h,is tuition. 
After leaving Rutherford he taught school, and 
w·hen The Chronicle was established he ,vorked ,vith 
it until he bought the paper, paying the iast of his 
R-utherford College tuition after comin~ 

1
to \Vilkes­

boro. On Feb. 7, 1900, he· ,vas n1arr1e~ to Miss 
~1an1ie \Vallnce, by which union two children have 
been born. Mr. Deal is a n1n.n of deep thought, and 
bv close application has made a reputation for thor-
011ghness l}l whatever he. undertakes. He is an 
ardent democrat and an earnest ,vorker for his par­
ty, having served for a numher of years as cha.irrnan 
of the countv executive committee. He was post .. 
1nnster at Wilkesboro during Cleveland'~ last acl-
1ninistration. · 

The Yellow Ja,:ket, Moravian Falls. 

'fHE Yip~w, J.40KBT was establiebe9 .PY R. Don 
La,vs in .. liult~l&i~a.a..thr.etJ_ ... m>lud,:Jfour pa.ge, 
1nonthly }la per. When the paper ,vae started, out 
in the country, invi\;y froin ahy pilblic road and two 
1niles ~ro111 th~ pos~office, . 0111.nY: _pe~pJe prr.dicted 
the thing a fatlhre. B..s the name 1mphes, the Yel­
low Jacket ,vas f1•on1 the beginning a ",varm baby." 
It cl~acusses politios ~hhost exclusively from·. a1 re­
publican standpoint.. 'J.'he paper has been enlarged 
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fro1n thne to time until now· it' is a five . coli.uµn 
folio nnd is issued twice a 1nontb. 'l'he circtilatioi1 
has built up·~vo~1d~rfully. The Pi}lJer' now· ~~s_aooh~-
20,000 subscribers 1n every State in the Un10~. In 
order to issue the paper in such quantities' it1 

· ,vns 
n_ecessary to install new 1nachinery fro.~ii .. ti1ne to 
tune. No,v the Yello,v Jacket outfit 1s the best 
printing plant in this secti~n of the State. ThP 
paper is about to oritgro,v its present equip1nent and 

R. DON J.A"rs. 

1'Ir. Laws is 1naldng nrrangen1e.nts to pnt in a per­
fecting press. 

R. Don Laws, the editor and . proprietor of th~ 
Yello,v Jacket, was born in ,vilkes county in 1868, 
und worked on th~ far,~1 till he ,vas 21 years old. 
iir. Laws printed the following account of hiinself 
iu 11i.s paper so111e tin1e ago : 
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"We were born in Wilkes county, North Carolina, 
in 1868, lived on a far1n, ate corn bread and fat 
meat and plowed a steer until we were 21 years old. 
,v e were bleaeed with the opportunity of getting to 
attend schopl for about eighteen months,· all told. 
At the age of thirteen we made the first printing 
press w~ ever saw, carving the type from ivy wood. 
When we obtained 1noney enough a small hand 
press and a few fonts of type ,vere purchased. Print­
ing seemed tu be our fort so ,ve stuck to it. Some­
how we got the idea in our noggin that we wanted 
to be a one boss editor, so in June, 1895, without 
any money, a.nd with a p~inting outfit that ,vas not 
worth twenty-five dollars, we founded the Yellow 
Jacket. For a long time it· 1ooked like the game 
,vas not worth the candle, but we worked the harder, 
hoping that a brighter day will come by and by. 
At last our hopes are partly realized. To-day we 
have a larger paid-up circult1tion than any other 
paper published in North Carolina, und have at last 
succeeded in replacing the little old printing outfit 
with an up to datf1 plant and have that paid for." 

Mr. Laws is a nu1,n of more than ordinary wit and 
see1ns to be specially suited to the "·ork he has a­
dopted. He married Miss Dora Wallace and they 
have three children. 

The Patr-iot, Moravian Falls. 

THE PA'rRTOT is a three colu1nn, four page paper 
established a few 1nonths ago by ·Ja1nes Larkin 
Pearson. Mr. Pearson is a young man, about 2s· 
years old. He in widely known thrqughout this 
county as a poet, ha,ving been \l'riting verse sine<~ 
his youth. He made his first printing press out of 
wood. 
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The Blue Ridge Baptist, North Wilkesboro. · 

THE BrJuE RmaE BAPTIST was established in 
,vnkesboro in i900 ,vith Rev. W. R. :Bradshaw and 
F. B. Hendren editors. The next vear the pa.per 
changed hands and A. C. ,Jla111by hecame editor and 

A. C. HAMBY. 

D. W. Lee manager, and the paper ,vas · 111oved to 
North Wilkesboro. The Baptist is a clean religious 
J>aper and speaks well for its young ,editor and 111an-
ager. . · 

A. O. Hanihv, editor, \\"RS born in '\\'ilkes county 
Aug. 28, 1876, "'and worked on his father's farm un-
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til ·he was seventeen years old. He attended Bethel 
Hill Institute, Trap Hill Institute, Wl1itehead Acad­
emy, and he also spent nine months at Wake Forest 
College. fle paid ,his tuition and· board by teaching 
and working as a farm hand. He also attended the 
Blue Ridge Institute for one session. H_e was licens­
ed to preach by his church but has not yet been or­
dained. 

D. W. Lee, manager of the Baptist, was born 
June 28, 1sro, was raised on the farm and attended 
school at Bethel Hill, Trap Hill and Whitehead. 
At the last named place he taught a commercial de­
partment for one session. l{e was principal of Ne,v 
Hope Academy in 1898 and _1899. In lg()() he, in 
copartnership with his brother, established the Bap­
tist Instructor which was -consolidated ,vith the 
Blue Ridge Baptist in 1001. 

The Curfew, Brewers. 

THE CURFEW was established in 1898 by W. L. 
Brewer and J. J. Spicer; at first it was a 8 colu1n, 4 
page paper but it has been enlarged to a 6 colu1n11, 
4 page paper. Mr. Brewer, the P.resent editor, is a 
man of character and ability. (Further particulars 
about the Curfew have not reached the author.) 
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LAWYERS. 

John 8. Oranor. 

JoHN SAMUEt CRANOR was born at Rockford, in 
Surry courity, April 26, 1847. When he was about 

JNO. 8. ORANOR. 
ten years old his father moved · to Wilkesboro and 
engaged in running a hotel. In 18(\4 he entered the 
Confederate army, being" then only seventeen years. 
He enlisted in Company B, and was intend~d to be 
assigned to· the First Battalion North Carolina Re­
serves and was stationed at Camp·Vanoe for instruc­
tio11,9. Here he was captured by Col. Kirk of the 
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Federal army and was ~arr~ed as a p1~soner of war 
to a prison camp at Chioago, where he was kept for 
twelve months. \Vhile_ in prison he endured n1any 
11ardships a~d ,vitneseed the death of many co1n­
rade~ from expo~ure ~nd hardships. After beiug 
paroled after peace, was proclaimed he returned to 
,vnkesboro, studied law and was admitted to the 
bar in 1868. 

On Nov. 27, 1872, he ,vas n1arried to Miss Snrah 
Taylor and to the1n ,vere born nine children. Mrs. 
Cranor died in May, 1002. · 

Mr. Cranor was Register of Deeds fro111 1884 to 
'86. In 1898 he represented his district in the State 
Senate; he ,vas elected ·by 7 46 1nttjority ,vhen the 
1najority was usually about that much for the oppo­
sing p~rty. Mr. Cranor is at i)resent ~Iayor of the 
town of Wilkesboro. 

Frank B. Hendren. 

THE SUBJECT of this sketch ,vas born Feb. , 24, 
1860, and worked on the farm until he ,vas 21 years 
old attending the public schools about t,vo n1onths 
during .the win~r for a part of the ,vinters. He en­
tered Moravian· Falls Acaden1y and was prepared for 
college by Rev. Geo. W. Greene, principal of the 
acaden1y. Before entering college he taught school 
in Ashe county one year and at Vashti ~ade1ny, in 
Alexander county, one yHar. In 1884 he entered ,v ake Forest College and graduated in 1888. After 
his ~raduation he taught school for ten years, teach­
ipg .. 1n Montgon1ery county, in. High Point Female 
College, in the Willston Gra·ded Schools, in J~ckson 
county, and finally for four 'years was principal of 
Mof~Vian fulls academy. In 1895 he ,vas ad~itted 
to thf' bar, but taught school t,vo years after. In 
-1898 he n1ovecl to Morganton and formed a partner-
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ship with J. F. Spainhour for the practice of law. 
He returned to Wilkesboro in 1900 where he has 
since r~sided practicing his profession. While · he 
,vas at Morganton he was elected Oounty Superin­
tendent of Schools of Burke county. Mr. Hendren: 

FRANK B. HENDREN. 

is a ripe scholar and an able jurist. He is an en­
thusiastic member of the Baptist ohurch and is a, 
great Sunday School worker. 

William W. Barber. 

The subject of this sketch was born _in Wilkesboro, 
Oct. 14, 1855, nud was educated by his father~ Rev. 
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R. ,v. Barber; he read law at Lenoir rrnder Col .. 
Geo. N. Folk and was adn1itted to the bar in 1870. 
In 1882 he formed a copa.rtnership with Col. W. H. 
H. Oqwles for the practice of law; the partnership, 
existed until 1887, several years after Col. Co,vles 
had been elected to Congress and was 1nutually dis-

WILLIAM \V. BARBER. 

solved; since that tin1e he has practiced la,v alone 
in Wilkes- and adjoining countie'i. . · 

In early life he sho,ved a fondness for politics and· 
since 1876 he has been an active ,vorker for his par­
ty. He has several titnes been chair~an of . the 
County Executive Committee ~f the Democratic 
party; he setyed eight years as a tnember of the ex-
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ecutive cdlnmittee for the judicial district, four 
years as chairman ~·for ten years he has been a mem­
ber of the Congressional Executive Co1nmittee, two 
years as chair1nan, and is still a member of ·the 
committee; he also served six years as a member of 
the State Executive Committee. He was clerk to 
the committee in Washington of which Col. Cowles 
was chairman, ·but be resigned in 1889, after serving 
nearly two years, to take his seat in the State Sen­
ate to which he was elected the previous vear. 

In 1800 he was the Democratic candidate for So­
licitor in this diatriot; he canvassed the di.strict 
against Hon. Thomas Settle, the Republican candi­
date., As the district was largely Republican Bar­
ber was defeated but he ran ahead of the ticket. 
M~. Settle resigned in 1898 and Gov. Thos. M. Holt 
appointed Mr. Barber to succeed him and he served 
till 1895. In 1894 he was again nominated by his 
party for Solicitor but with his party he went down 
1n defeat in ·that n1emorable campaign of 1894, 
again running ahead of his ticket. · . 

In 1891 he was n1arried to Miss Wilcox, daughter 
of Dr. J. 0. ,vncox, of Ashe county, and four chil­
dren bless their kome. Mr. Barber stands in the 
fore front in his profession. 

Frank D. Hackett. 

MR. HACKETT was born near ,vilkesboro June 14, 
1857. His father was a tliatinguished educator and 
his mother was a Miss Sturgis, daughter of Judge 
Sturgi_s of th~ Georgia Supreme Court. He studied 
law under Maj. Bingham, of Statesville, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1800. He \\ras Distillerv 
Surveyor during Cleveland's second administration. 
In the Legislature of 1899 he was assistant to the 
Principal Clerk of the Jlouse; in 1001 he was agaiu 
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selected for the same position. I~ ·1900 he was a 
candidate before tha Democratic convention for the 
nomination for State Auditor, but ,retired in , favor 
of Maj. Dixon. 

Lytle N. Hickerson. 
The subject of this sketch , was born in Boone 
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icoln:ity, Ar'ka11sas, August 20, 1874. When he was 
:about seven years old his parents moved to this 
-county. Lytle ,vorked on the farm and attend~d 
the acnden1ic sc1100I at Ro11da; he also went to ?tiio-
1·a vian Falls Acaden1,y two .. yeu,rs . and. finally took 
the four years course at the State University at 
Clutpel Hill, after which he studied law a·t States­
,,ille under Judge R. F. Ar1nfield and was admitted 
to the bar. He looated at North ,vnkesboro where 
he has since live~. He n1arried. liiss Jnrvis., dat:igh•" 
ter of I-', A. Jarvis, of North ,viikesboro. 

Z:lichat"d N. Hackett. 

TRE SUBJECT of this sketch was born in ·wnkesho­
TO on the 4th of Dece1nher, 1866~ He was educated 
at the State University at. Chapel Hill ,vhere he 
graduated in June, 1887. Then he took up the study 
of la,v under Col. Geo. N. Folk, and in September, 
1888, ,vas admitted to the bar. He located in his 
native town and has beco1ne onf' of the ahlest jurists 
and advocates in this section of the State. . 

Mr. Has ·always taken a lively interest in politics, 
and when he was only t,venty-one years old he ,vas 
chosen as chairman of the county Democratic Exec".' 
utive Com1nittee' and he served continuously for six 
years.. W4ile he "ras chairman his party n1ade 
s~eady gains until in the election following the last 
campaign under his direction a part of the Demo­
cratic no1ninees were elected. For more than ten 
vears he has been a 1nember of the State Democratic 
~ . . . 

Executive Com1nittee, and is also a 1n~mber of the 
Judicial Executive Co1nmittee. At all times he has 
taken an active personal interest in the advance­
nient and ca1npaigns of his party, and he ii' one of 
the 1nost forceful orators in the West. 

~n 1889 he ,vas Co1n1nissioner · of State to repre-
16 
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sent N ort,h Carolina in N e\\r York ut the ce1itennial 
anniversary of ,vashington 's Inangeration. 

In 1896 he \\ras n candidate for the Legislnture bu't 

RICHARD NI HACKETT. 



Olr \VILKES COUNTY. 127. 
' ' 

,vas de~eated though he led the De!uocratiq ticket by 
BOO votes. In 1898 he ,vas a cn,nd1date for the 110111-

ination for Congress fro1n the eighth district n,nd 
,v~s defeated by only four votes. In lllOO his na1ne 
,vas again brought before the con_vention, but he 
,vas defeated by J. C. Buxton, after ,,vhich he grace·­
fully took the stun1p and canval:isecl the district for 
Mr. Buxton. 

In the campaign preceeding the 1-\ugust election 
of 1900 l\Ir. Hackett canvassed the north-,vestern 
portion of the Stu,t~ in behalf of the State ticket 
and the constitutional a111end1nent. 

In 1001 he ,v1ts appointed Assistant Secretary of 
State for the llnrpose of annotating and indexing 
the la,vs of the Genoral Asse111bly of the session . of 
1901. 

He is an officer of the Grand Lodge of l\Iasons of 
North Carolina, and is an earnest worker for the 
order, especially for the orphanage of the order. He 
is a distinguished looking gentlen1an of pleasant 
and agreeable 1nanner, a n1an of unsnlHed honor, n, 
lawyer of 1nuch ability, and one of the con1ing 
statesn1en of N 01,th Carolinti.. 

Herbert L. Greene. 

l\fn. G·REENE "ras born in ,,rnkesboro 1'Iay 28, 
186l\ and was educated at the ,vilkesboro Acade1ny 
and a:t the State University. He read la,v under 
Col. Geo. N. li'olk nnd was n.cltnitted to the bar in 
1887.. Instead of beco1ning a candidate for office 
he .stuck to the practice (,f la,v and', in partnership 
,vith rr. B. Finley, has built up a large practice. 
Although agn.inst his wishes; he, w~s 1101ninated for 
the Legislature in 1000 by the Den1ocrav~c party, 
and he represented the county in the next General 
Assen1bly. llr. Greene hns been chn.irnio.111 of the 
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County and a~so the Congressional Exectitive C'o1n-
1nittees of his partv. · 

J\{r. Greene is the author of the bill enaeted by· 
the Legislature of 1001 commanding the- con11nis­
sioners of Wilkes county to build a new court house .. 

HERBERT L. GREENE. 

He also helped to secure-the passage of the bill to 
build the Wilkesboro and Jefferson turnpike by the 
penitentiary convicts. 

He was married in 1898 to Miss Davie ,vellborn. 

Httgh A. Cranor. 

Ma. CRANOR is a son John S. Cranor and was born 
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in ,vnkesboro Nov. 20, 1875. He at.tend eel ,vnkes .. 
boro Acade111y and the State University; studied 
Ia,v at the la,v depart1nent of ,v n.ke Forest College 
nnd ,vas ad1nitted to the bar in 1902. He is a bright 
young la"'yer and has a pr,)n1ising future. 

Col. Tlio1nas J. Dula. 

THE SUBJECT of this sketch ,vas horn in Cnld well 
eounty and wns raised on the f nr1n ; he n.ttendecl the 
00111111011 schools and E1nory· and Henry college. He 
studied Ia,v under Judge Anderson l\fitchell and ,vns 
ud1nitted to the bar a.bout 1855 and located at Le­
noir; in 1858 he ,vas elected to the Legislature fro111 
Cald,vell. ,vhen the Civil ,var broke out he entered 
the Confederate army as a prhrn.te in con1 pnny I, 
26th N. C. regiinent. He ,vas detailed to return 
home and f or1n a ne,v con1panv; he ,vas elected Ma­
jor and later wns pro1noted to Lieutenant-Colonel. 
During the ,var he ,vu.s twice "rounded. In 1871 he 
111oved to ,vilkesboro nnd the next year ,vas elected 
to t.he Legislnt,ure, and also in 1874. In 1875 he 
,vas elected a delegate to the Con•l"~itutionnl Con­
vention. In 1876 he ,vns the . Republican nomin~e. 
for Congress but ,vas ~efea,ted by ~Iaj. Robbins. In 
1900 he· ,vas elected to the Stn,te Senate. 

L. 0. Carter. 

LITTLETON CALHOUN CARTER ,va.s born May 14. 
1871,' nnd_ ,vas raised on the far1n. He ,vas educated 
in the con1mon schools and at Fa.ir View College, 
Trap Hill. For a number of years he engaged in 
teachifig schooL At the age of twenty-two he be­
gan the study of la,v under Maj. Bingham, of States­
ville, and seven months later was admitted to 
the bar. 
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Tlio1nas B. Finley. 

The subject of this sketch is the son of' the late 
Augustus ,v. ·Finley, one of the ,velthie~t a.nd 111ost, 
influential 111en that ever lived. in the- county. His 
1nother's nutiden nnme ,vas l\Iiss l\farthn Gordon. 
On his farm-where North ,vHkesboro no,v stands­
in the year 1862 was 'rho1nos B. F1nley born. Dur­
ing his boyhood he ,vorked ha.rd on the far1n, · keep­
ing his ,vork. apace ,vith th!tt of the negroos hired by 
his fathe;r. He ,vas educated n.t ,vilkesboro A0ade­
n1y, Finl~y High School at Lenoir·and at Davidson.· 
College, co1npleting nn elective or scientific course 
nt the latter place in three yen,rs. . At Davidson 
College he ,von a gold. 1nedal for decla1ning. He­
read la,v under Col. Geo. N. Folk a.nd ,vn.s adn1itted 
to the bar :r~ 1885. After receiving his license he 
located at Wilkesboro to pructiee his profession. He 
for1ned a part,nership ,vith H. I.1. Greene ,vhich ex­
ists up to this thne. 

]\,fr. Finley has been the pro1noter of n1nny of the 
business iqstitutions of this county. He ,vns one of 
the 1nen ,vho planned (ind founded the to,yn · of 
North \Vilkesboro; he ,vas the first 1nn,n to advocu .. te­
the establishn1ent of the Bank of N 011th ,vilkesboro 
n,nd it ,vas largely through his efforts thnt the bn,nk 
,vas eatablishetl. At present he is a director of the 
hank. In 1888 he canvassed the county in favor of 
the county issuing $100,000 bonds for the construe-. 
t ion of a railtond to ,vnkesboro. de hns helped to . 
pro1note sever~] othe1~ business institutions. · 

Although streneously urged by his friends l\ifr. · 
Finley has. never been a cn,nclidate for office. In 
1002 i1e ,vas speciallv urged to becon1e a ctiudidnte 
for Judge of the Superior Court; although as~urecl 
of the non1inatiou he decl.ined to abandon his prac-
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tice. He has appenred in a 1najority of the civil 
'Cases tried in the cot~nty since he ,vas ad1nitted to 
the bar. 

In 1898 he was ma.rried to Miss Carrie Lizzie 
Cowles, and five children bless their home. 

Ja1nes W. ]fcNeill. 

THE SUBJECT of this sketch was born in Beaver 
Creek to,vnship :h"'eb. 3, 1872. Until he ,vas ten 
,years old he lived on a far1n and p,ttended the public 
schools; in 1882 his father, Rev. Milton McNeill, 
,vas elected Sheriff of the county and 1novecl his 
family to Wilkesboro ,vhere they have since resided. 
The subject of this sketch ttttended Wilkesboro 
Acaden1y, and in 1892 entered \Vake Forest College 
.and took .a speciaJ course preparatory to the study 
of Ia,v. He studied la,v at the State u·uiversity and 
,vas ad1nitted to the bar in 1895. Before entering 
-college he ,vas Deputy Clerk of the .Superior Court 
under his father. · After obtttining license to prac­
tice Ia,v he located .at Winston for six months. In 
1896 he located in ,vnkesbo1~0 and became the law· 
}Jartner of Solicitor 1\'Iott. During this partnership 
:and since he has done -1nuch ,vork. for ~Ir. Mott, 
.acting ns SolicitQr pro te1n. In 1899 he formed n 
partn(jrship ,vith • his brother R. ~. lVIcNeill and 
they no,v have offices in Wilke~boro and Jefferson, 
and at' eareh place they have a large practice. 

1n 1-900 }Ir. Mc Neill was nominated for the Leg­
islature by the R.epuplican party and ,va~ elected by 
.259 majority, but by n1eans of the trickery of polit­
ical n1achines four largely . Republican precincts 
,vere thro,vu out by the Canvassing Board, thu$ giv-
jng the plaoo to another man by 41 1najority. · 

In 1900 he ,vas married to Miss Anna Gertrude 
Johnson of Raleigh. 
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◄ ' . JAMES ,v. M NEILL. 

At the present tin1e }Ir. ?ticN eill is t11e choseu, 
ccipdidnte of his party for Solicito1· in this disttict; 
his chnnceB of election ure good. '11he experieucH 
he has had ns Solicitor pro te1n. 1nnkes hin1 8J)ecial­
ly qualified for the office, while hi_s services ·as So­
licitor have distinguished hitn as an able p1·osecu-
ting officer. , 

!vI1-... l\fcNeill is a distinguish_ed looking gentleman 
and is one of the n1ost gifted orators in this section. 
He has made a 1narked success as a lawyer_:_seldo111 
equaled in so eho1·t a tin1e-a11d a bright future is 
he fore l1in1. 
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Luliher M. Lgo,i. 

M1'. LYON was born iiu Wilkes county Jan. 24, 
1871,',vas raised on a'fann and was educated in the 
•common schools acd academies of his .section. He 
·taught schoQl for a number of years, and then read 
law at the ~tate U·niversity :and under Chas. H. 
Armti~ld and was admitted to the bar in 1800. He 
is located at Wilkesboro. His great grandfather 
.Jacob LyO'n, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war11 
:and was ia t,b.e ba:tt:les of Brandy Wi:ne wnd Kings 
l\Iountwiaa. 

PHYSICIANS. 

Dr. J. W. Whi~. 

Dn.. "\VHn'E was bom near Hamptonville in Yad­
!kin county Mb.rch 9, 1861., and was raised on the 
farm. When he was_ only six years old his father 
died leaving three children, t,vo younger than the 
subject of this ·sketoh. When he became old enough 
the duty fell upon hitu to take the lead in caring for 
bis mother and plantation. He received his literary 
,education in the l_)ublie schoot-s and academies of 
his community, and he attended Jefferson Medical 
College, l>hHadelJ?hia,, w~re he graduated in 1889. 
He pr.acticed 1ned1cine at Osbornville four years a~d 
then moved to· Wilkesboro ,vhere he has since resid­
·ed. He has a.lso taken two post graduate courses. 
He is a member of the North Carolina, Medical Soci­
ety and in 1898 was elected Vice President of that 
body. He was county physician for about four 

18 



184. HISTORICAL SKETCHES 

DRi J. W. WHITE. 

years. In 1898 he ,vas married to l\iiss Pearl Syd­
nor and one child blesses their ho1ne. 

l)r·. Geo. Doughton. 

The subject of this sketch was born in .AJleghany 
county in 18(\0 and was raised on the farn1 ; ,vas ed­
ucated in the public schools and academies of the 
co1nn1unity, and is a graduate of the Baltiinore col­
lege of Physicians and Su1·geons and a post graduate 
of the New York Polycinic· i.n the class of 1891. Ho 
has also attended several other short courses-at 
John Hopkins and elsewhere. At present he is local 
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surgeon for the Southern Raihvay, surgeon for the 
Penitentiary convict ca111p. In 1888 he ,vas n1arried 
to Miss Nannie B. Edwards and they now have four 
childrl3n. 

Dr. Wnz.. P. Horton. 

The subject of this sketch ,vas born in ,v atauga 
count,y in 1867, was raised on the farn1 and ,vas ed­
ucated in the public schools and acade1nies. He 
Atudied 1nedicine under Dr. Council and at the Bal­
timore College of Physicians and Surgeons. At first 
he located at Southerlands, and in 1892 he 111oved to 
North Wilkesboro. He has been phvsician for the 
Southern Railway and he is now physician for the 
county. He )Vas inarried to Miss Enuna Wynn and 
they have four children. 

Dr .. Janies M. Tu'rner. 

Dr. Turner ,vas born in Iredell county on the 30th 
of April, 1858, ,vas raised on the far1n and ,vas edu­
cated at Cool Springs Acaden1y. For a short tbne 
he taught school in this State and Tennessee. He 
studied 1neclicine under Dr. John Anderson and at 
Louisville University ,vhere he graduated in 1881. 
He first located in Davie county and remained there 
for n1ore than five years, then 111oved to ,vnkesboro 
in 1886 ,vhere he has since lived. He has been Co. 
Supt. of Health at least half of the time since he 
has been in th0 county. He is half o,vner of o-:ie of 
the firs£ roller 11ouring· n1ills established in the 
countv. Dr. Turner has taken much interest in the 

"• 1nateru~,l developn1ent of the town and county and 
owns considerable property. He has been married 
twice, first to Miss l\'Iollie ,E. Rowell ,vho died in 
1887; in 1889 he ,vas married to Miss Sallie. Bledsoe.' 
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DR. JAB. M. TURNER. 

He has had eight children, three by his first ,vif e 
(two of whom are dead), and five by his last wife. 

DR. CoMEDORE L. HAMBY was born in Ro,va.n 
county June 28, 1857, was educated in the com1non 
schools and academies of his section. He graduated 
at Louisville Medical College in 1886. . He first lo­
cated at T-rap Hill where he remained there ten 
years and then moved to 1vlyers ,vhere he now lives. 
Jror the last six years he has been a n1ember of the 
U. S. Examining Board of Surgeons for pensioners. 
In 1878 he was married to Miss Evaline Darnall nnd 
they have six children. 
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DR. F. H. GILREATH ,vas born in ,vnkes county 

March 15th, 1869, was educated at l\Ioravian Falls 
Academy and at Vanderbilt University nnd at the 
Medical University at Nashville ,vhere he graduated 
in 1898. He served for 1nore than three years as 
Ste,vart in the U. S. Ar1ny at Fort ~fyre. In 1901 
he ,vas appointed by the Superintendent of the Pen­
itentiary as physician for the convict ca1np in 
l\Iitchell county. 

Dns. R. ,v. s. PEGRAM and L. P. SOMERS are a-
1nung our county physicians but the author is un­
able to give sketches _of the111. Both are 1nen1bers 
of the U. S. Board of Exa1nining Surgeons. 

SCHOOLS OF WILKES COUNTY. 

BY C. C. "'RIGHT, CO. SUPT. OF SCHOOLS. 

,v1LKEB county has had and no,v has a 11nn1ber of 
ex]ellent schools of high grade. An1ong these n,re 
l\'Ioravian Falls, one of the oldest higher institutions 
of learning in the county. It flourished for a 1111111-
ber of years under the wi~e • a.nd prudent, 1nanu.ge-
1nent of Rev. G. W. Greene and in ltiter years of 
Rev. W. R. Bradshaw, F. B. Hendren, Rev. J. J. 
Beach, Profs. Pu,tton, Surratt· a.nd other➔• Another 
<>ne worthy of mention is Boomer High School, 
,vhich for a nu1nber of yea.rs ,vas prosperous under 
the care of Profs. A. E. Booth and ,v. S. Surrntt. 
The school is no,v in the hands of Prof. J. A~ Bol­
din and bids fair to be one of our best schools. 'l'he 
coJlege at Trap Hill and the Institute for quite u, 
,vhile did great· good under the manage111ent of Prof. 
Wagoner, Sn1ith a.nd others sending out n1n.ny teach­
ers for the public sc}).ools of this and ndjoini11g 
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counties. The schools in the towns, Wilkesboro 
and North Wilkesboro, have usually been under the 
care.of competent and.able instructors and in the 
111~1n have been successful .. The Blue Ridge Insti­
tute now under the care of Rev. W. R. Bradsha,v 
hide fair to be the leading preparatory school in 
,vestern N. C. There are acade~ies at Beaver Creek, 
New Hope, Cross Roads, Sulphur Springs, Peach 
Orchard, Buggaboo and Ronda but for some· time 
no school has been taught in these save the public 
school. 

JAMES GORDON HACKETT. 
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· .J.AMES ·GoRDON li.Aox:mTT is one of the prominent 

,citizens of the county. He was appointed bv _Gov. 
Aycock as one of the Penitentiary Directo·,L·s. He 
was one of the ptomoters of the Jefferson turnpik~ 
He is the brother of Richard N. Hackett. 

CALVIN J. ·COWLES. 

Mr. Cowles, the subject of this sk~tch, is one· of 
tl1e pioneer citizens of this ·county. Probably he 
kno,vs more of the history of the cou\lty than any 
other 1nan now living. The author of this work is 

CALVIN J. COWLES, 
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largely indebted to hitn f qr his assistance in get tin$ 
up this volumn. 

He was born at Hamptonville in old Surry county 
Jan. 6th, 1821. When 18 years old he entered his 
father's store as a clerk ,vhere he spent most of his 
thn6 until he ,vas 21 years old. In his school days 
there ,vere no free schools and he got his education 
at the old field subscription school and by studying 
his books at home. At the age of t,velve he was 
afflicted with ,vhite swelling fro1n which he has suf­
fered 111ore or less ever since. He was appointed by 
Congressman Le,vis Williams as cadet to thP, Navul 
academy at Anapolis but declined in favor of .his 
step brother. . 

In 1846 he moved to Wilkes ·and put up a store at 
the mouth of Elk hauling his goods in wagons frotn 
}""'ayetteville, N. C., and Colu1nbia, S. C., the near­
est r~lroad points at that time. He was the first 
man in the countv to deal in roots and herbs. In 
1858 he moved to "'Wilkesboro. 

During the war Co,vles was an avowed Union man 
but would have been conscripted into-the Confeder­
ate service had it not been for his physic11,l disabil­
ity. After the war he took a prominent pa11: in re­
construction. In 186tS he was a candidate for a 
seat in the Constitutional Convention but was de-· 
feated. In 1867 he was· again a carldidate for the 
same position and was elected and was made Presi .. 
dent of the Convention, receiving 101 of the 109 
votes cast. The convention was composed of 87 
native Carolinians, 18 carpet baggers and 15 negroes 
all elected by the people under lnartial law. To 
this Convention we are indebted for our present 
constitution ( with a few changes), including our 
splendid court system. (Hon. J. Q. A. Bryan w·as a 
member of this Convention.) 

During the· Ku Klux regime Mr. Cowles went to 
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Gen. Grant for aid in proter.ting life aud property 
in the State. 

In '67 Cowles ,vas a candidate for the State Sen­
ate but ,vas defeated by one vote. 

In '68 he was a candidate for Congress but was 
defeated by Nathaniql Boyden. 

Cowles was a director of the W. N. C. R. R. and 
·only l~cked one vote of being elected president. 

In '68 ·he was aJlpointed by President J ohneon as 
Assayor in charge of the mint at Charlotte, which 
position he held for 16 years. In '75 Congress fail­
.ed to make ~ny appropriation for the mint, and the 
Collector of Internal Revenue sold the property for 
$7,000. Cowles was successful in getting the sale 
canceled .. 

Mr. Cowles has been married twice; first to M~r­
tha T. Devaul by ,v hom he had eight children three 
of ,vhom died in infancy; in 1868 he was married to 
Ida A. Holden, daughter of ex-Governor Holden; 
by his second ,vif e he has eight children-five living 
and three dead. 

For the last few years he has lived the life of a 
private citizen in Wilkesboro. He is the largest 
real estate owner in the county and one of the lar• 
gest in the State. · 
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