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PREFACE. 

In presenting this little book to the public, we have not the vanity 

to suppose that it is free from errors, or that there are not many items 

of interest that we have failed to produce. The labor of writing even 

a. small book is not inconsiderable when we take into consideration, 

that the material is to be gathered from a whole county, and as the 

miner sifts the precious dust from the coarser rubbish, so we have en­
deayored to glea_n the particular facts and incidents connected with the 

settlement of Olmsted county and its e? .. rly occupancy by white men. 

The events here chronicled may seem unimportant and of little cou­

:;equence, but h~wing been rescued from the pool of forgetfulness, and 

treasured up for future reference; they will in the future, we believe, 

be looked upon as not wholly insignificant. We are well aware that 

in the limited space of so small a book, we cannot give all the inci­

dents with that elabora,te precison that might be wished, but we have 

cncleavored to give a truthful representation of the present and pros-­
pective condition of the county, and record the incidents of pioneer 
ci \-iliza. tion. 

\Ve have Yisitecl most of the towns in person, to obtain as far as 

possible the accurate accounts of the first settlement, and the amouut 

and kind of business canied ou in each. '"\Vhere we have not visited 

the towns in person we have employed others to do so who_ were 

accquainted with the locations, and from them learned the facts and 

incidents here recoMed. 

""\Ve huse al:,o given a short sketch of the State at large, as we ha:n~ 

been able to gather it from the different sketches that have come under 
uur observatim1. 





INTRODUCTION. 

When we contemplate any lofty enterprise, any mighty work of .i,i-t 

or any of the sublime creations of nature, the mind naturally ancl in­

evitably wanders backward through time and space· in search of the 

origin of all the beauty, majesty and success that meets the eye or a.t-· 
tracts the understanding; and as the reflective mind ponders over and. 

sscarches through the past for the causes that produced these rnsults, it 
is led to exclaim "How infinite are the mercies of God, how great and 
manifold are his handiworks !" 

"\-Yhen we gaze upon the broad expanse of a mighty river, and con­
template its width and depth, and the velocity with which it makes its 

way to the great reservoir, the ocean, and the mighty ships that float 

npon its bosom, bearing their wealth of freight of Merchandise oi: 
golden grain, and the still more precious burden of human life, and 
high and ea,ger hopes, the mind naturally floats upward to its sourge 

in search of the fountain whence it flows. 
\Vhen w~ traverse, the countries of the orient and look upon the 

t·uius of the~r ancient grandeur and magnificence, the labors of unre~ 

~or<led time, far away in the misty past, the mind is overburclenea. 

with vague imaginings, and 
'' Thoughts on thoughts, a countless thro11g, 
Rush chasing countless thoughts along.'' 

inquiring, when, by whom, and for what purpose these prodigies of 

human skill were performed. We carefully trace the current of 3 

broad river fron1 its entrance to the sea through all its various winding-8 

~pwards to its source, and far away in some mountain gorge we find 

issuing from a. cleft rock, a tiny rivulet, no bigger than an ox might 

'1rink, which laughing and bubbling along through green mosses, and 

tner shining pebbles, makes its way through the forest, till in its 
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conrse it meets with other rivulets no bigger ·than itself, which united 
flow on gr01ving in importance, till their size is increased hy ten thous~ 

a.nd sister streams, and they become the mighty rushing river on whose 
broad _bosom floats the wealth of a nation, the armies of a conqueror, 

the hopes of the world. 

Could we but trace the history· of a nation with the accuracy that we 

follow the river to its source, we should always find that away in some 

secluded dell, far from the noise and pomp and strife, of the struggling 

world, germinated the ideas that founded an empire, or produced a 

revolution. .And the pioneer who first explores the vast wilderness or 

the unbroken prairies and erects his log cabin preparatory to breaking 
up the uncultivated soil, lays the foundation of future wea1th and be­
('.Omes the hidden spring from whence issues a stream of civilizatiour 

which joined by others soon produces cultivated fields builds towns, 

and cities, mills and rail-roads, and is the radia.tiug point from which 

springs up a great and wealthy state. 

Energy and perseverance of the highest order, nre among the essen­

tial qualifications requisite for a pioneer settler. He who possesses the 
lJ . 

unconquerable spirit of enterprise to cut and hew his own way through 

ft.11 difficulties and surmount the thousand obstacles to be met ,vith in 

&. new country; to explore the secret recesses of nature's storehouse, 

and seek out the mines of wealth deftly hidden in the soil, in· th0 

granite rock, and in the mighty forest trees; to build bridges, and cut 
roads, that the more timid and cautious may pass safely and smoothly 

to that point of prosperity" it has cost them toil and privations to win1 

is as true a hero and as much a conqueror, as he who seeking 
"The bubble reputation, even in the cannon's mvuth." 

has brought home the victor's wreath from many a blood-stained fie1d. 
For a brief space of time, while they remain to repeat the story of 

their toils and privations, in their wild and adventurous pioneer life~ 
do they wear the victor's wreath, but soon pass away and ref;ign the 
Tich conquests to a succeeding generation who are too much occupied 
ill the blessings obtained, to engrave upon their memories, the dangers, 
privations and hard-ships through which their father's passsed to obtain 
them. 



INTRODUCTION. 7 

To die and be forgotten, to pass from the memory of man, ancl as 

their bodies sink in the grave, so their memorie!:l are burieu in th~ 

waters of oblivion, has been the fate of most of the pioneer:s of civil• 

ation, especially in the busy, bustling west. No historic stone to mark 

their resting place, or tell the important part they acted in the 1Jl1ild­
ing up of present greatness, and t]ie scenes, fraught with such.deep 

and thrilling interest of which all_the beauties and blessings of the pres­

ent are the sequence, sink through obscurity into the pool of forgetful­

ness, almost as soon as the actors pass fro1n the sight of the living. 

To erect some humble monunient, in memory of the birth of civil­

ization in Olmsted County, and n1ark upon the tablet the names of 

some of the brave pioneers who through toil and harships and some­

times stern 1)1·ivations, broke in upon the solitude of the wilderness 

prairie, and built for themselves homes, and reduced. to fruitful fields 

the hunting grounds of the s::LYage; to l'.ote tl1e progress of agricn1tnre 

a.nd the mechanic arts, the derelopement of its natural resources, for 

·wealth and future greatness, and to draw a faithful picture of its natu­

ral advantages, its unequaled l)rosperity, and its rapid growth is the 

object of these pages, ::1s well as to preserve the name_s of the noble 

heroes who laying aside their peaceful pursuits put ou the "army 

blue/' and slinging their knapsacks and rifles, bacle good-bye to home 

and frieuds :1nd all they held dear in life, sase honor and country and 

taking their liYes in their hands ·went forth to saYe the life and honor 

of the nation. Alas!, too many of them never to look again upon the 

sky-tintt~cl ·waters of their beloved l\Iinnesota. 

The historian who undertakes to gather from the buried past of 

years long ago, has to perform a herculian task in removing the gath­

ered rubbil:ih of subsequent events, before he cau present anything like 

a true or correct picture of the b~ginning of the scenes and incidents 

he wishes to portray. 

The transition of Olmsted county from an unbroken wiklernes, to a, 

populous a.ncl flcurishing County ,vith thriving vi11ages in almost every 

town, has been so rapid thn.t the hardy pioneers who ma.de the mighty 

changes, and the fir-:;t marks of civiliza,tion, are now the enterprising 

business men of the variou.s vilbge;; and bustling city; presenting so, 

good an opportunity __ to da.guP✓ i'l':Jtype from the lips of the living actors 
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those deeply interesting incidents which attended its first settlement 
~nd marked its present road to prosperity, that we have chosen thiR a:-: 

i;he most fitting time to transcribe the most important of these eventg, 
&nd embody them in such form as shall be convenient for future refer­
ence. 

If our efforts shall prove of benefit to the county, by laying before 

the people the advantages of seeking homes within her borders, and by 
erecting an enduring monument to those who founded and defended it, 
and receive the approbation of our friends, we shall rejoice that W<~ 

11ndertook and performed the labor. 



Jisf or.ital jktf tff of !llinntsofa. 

But few countries, perhaps uone on the face of the Globe, at so 

early a stage of habitation by a civilized people can boast of so rapid 

a growth, in industrial pursuits, the mechanic arts, manufactures and 

agriculture, as this garden of the west, the far-famed Minnesota; 3ud 

Jet the history of its first visitation by white ~1.en antedates its occu­
pancy by that race in any considerab1e numbers, nearly a century and 

a haH: As early as l GSO, some fur traders accompanied by Loui~ 

Hennepin a Franciscan priest a~cendcd the upper Mississippi as far as 

the falls of St. Anthony, fron1 whom the falls receiYed their present 

name. Yet not until as late as 1820, was commenced the building 

of Fort Snelling, at the junction of the Minnesota with the 

Missis 3ippi river some eight miles above St. Paul. This was the in­

troduction of a civilized people into the wilderness region then without. 

a. local habitation or a name, but now known as Minnesota. The first 

time the waters of the Mississippi were navigated thus far by steam, 

vrns in the summer of 1823, when the "Virginia," arrived at 11endota, 

opposite F<nt Snelling. Not until the year 1832 was the first regular 

mail carried through to the Fort. Previous to this the soldiers stati01:­

ed at this post were dependent upon the military messengers for aH 

their news of the outside world. In the year 1826, the present capital 

of the State ,vas settled by a company of Swiss immigrants, who loca.~ 

ted and commenced fanning the same year, thus becoming tbe pioneers 

of agriculture in Minnesota. 
Measures having been taken to purchase the land of the Iud:iangr 

aome adventurous pioneers commenced a settlement on the east sid~ 

of the river, between St. Paul and ]fort Snelling, a.s early as 1836, 

and in 1838, the title of the Indians was extinguished, and th0 hmd 

}">Ut into the ma,rket for white settlers. 
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A settlement at Stillwater on the St. Croix river was commenced in 

184;3, and other settlements soon came into existence in various parts 

a.long the banks of the ri,-e1'. 

In the year 1849, a Bill was passed by Congress, creating the Terri­

tory of Minnesota, which had heretofore belonged to different Territo• 

rial organizations but having no separate government of her owu. 

Alexander Ramsey of Pennsylvania was appointed by t1~e President, 

as Territorial GoYernor,. with the ca1jital at St. Paul, and on the first 

day of June of that ycn1· GoYernor Ramsey proclaimed the Te~Titory 

duly orga,nizecl. The State is bounded on the north by the British 

Possessions, on the east by Lake Superior, the State of "\\Tisconsin, 

and the Mississippi river, on the south by the State of Iowa, and on 
the west by the Territory of Dacota,h, with an extent ofterritory reach­

ing from, 43~- 0 to 49° north latitude, and from 89° 29-to 97° 51 pf 

west' longitude. 

The name, ~Minnesota, is derived from the principal river in the 

State, which rises in Dacotah Territory, and runs in a south easterly 

cl.1rection until it reaches :Mankato in this State, ,vhen it bends and 

flows north east in its main course till it emptles its waters into the 

Mississippi at Fort Snelling. The name signifies in the liquid lan­

guage of the Dacotahs, "sky-tinted waters." 

In 1850 commenced the tide, and rush of emigration to the almost 

unbroken wilds of the territory, and scarcely had the fires in the· wig­

wams been extinguished, and the echoes of the India11 war vt'l1oop 
died away, ere the white settler had his cabin erected and was turning 

up the virgin soil, for the culture of grain. Villages and cities were 

planned ancl su.rveyed, anc1 people grew suddenly wea"l&hy in the own­

er::ihip of town lots; and the tide of speculation was on~ equalled by 
the tide of immigra,tion. In many cases the villages were built and so 

great was the incoming current, of wealth and home seekers that the 

lucky man ,vho owned town property soon found himself of conse­

quence and a rich man. But this was not always the case, and in 

many instnnces where parties had ventured all they possessed, their 

schemes proved a failure, and when the financial crisis of 1857 came, 

they, with their golden visions sunk together, 
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The rop11latio11 of 1Iinnesota, in 18,:rn, was only :3,:·t:W, hut had in­

r·rense,1 in lf-'.fi0 to 172.022 and in ,June 18Gt, it amonntetl in round 
I 

number;; to 2."JS,8-18, showi11g 11 gro·wth ir~ populati1)n nen,r erprn11ed or 

even appr0ximatecl by any other State in the Union. In 1850 the 

whole number of acres of land plowed was lGOO ; in the year 1854, 

15)000, in 1860, 433,276, and in lSGG, it exccde<l. 600,000. 

Ever memorable in the annals of history will be the year 1862, 

fraught as it was with the sickening horrors of the most atrocious of 

savage cruelties, and damning outrag,~R t1iat eYer 1ii:-storic J)(;!l wa~ 

made to chronicle. The season had opened auspiciously for the agri­

cultural interests of 1,Iiunesota. The farmer had sown unusually 

broad acres, and the fhme of the agricuJ tural prosperity of the State 
having been . sung in the en,rs of those seel:.:ing a home in some new 

country, had turned the tide of emigration thither-ward, and the 

frontier towns were being rapidly filled up, and the generous soil wa,::; 

la,clen ,vith an abundant han·cst as recompense for the labor of the 

husbandman, and the pioneers, in their fancied security were boasting 

of their fields of grain, their gro,ving stock and their golden harvests 

of wheat which would brin
0
°· the real gold in return: when in a moment, u / 

the war cry of the f:n, vage sounded oYer. the prairie, and the homes 

which a fow hours before were bright with love, happiness, peace. and 

plen,ty, were laid waste, and the lives of some thousands sacrificed upon 

their own hearth-stones. Those who ,vere fortunate enough to escape 

the savage knife or rifle, fled in dismay from their homes lately so full 

of promise, and the plenteous harvest was left. unreaped, or ungr~ther­

ed, to rot upon the soil made desolate by sayage treaehery and barbar­

ism. The generous hearted, noble souled citizens of the safer localitesi 

no sooner heatd the cry. of danger and sti.ffering from their frontier 

neighbors than, like the noble sires of the revolution,. they sprang to 

arms, leavi!1g the plough standing in the furrow, and rushed to the 

rescue. A force was soon in the field that punished ai;id d1·ove the 

enemybeyonq. the borders of the Sta.te, arid now it is considered as safe 

in the frontier towns as at the city fire-side. Treaties haYe been enter­

ed into with the Indian tribes still left in the State by which some 

10,000 sq_uare miles of fine land is reli~quished to Go~0 ernment, and 
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t.he Indian title extinguished. ~'he lands heretofore occupied by the 

hostile Sioux, is now in the hands of the govc~rnment and open to set­
tlement by the enterprising pioneer, a,ncJ already settlements and even 

Yillages have been made far beyond any pre1-i.ous location by white men. 

Peace has again dawned upon our beloved country, so long racked 

and tortured by a gigantic civil war, and with it, renewecl indications 

of prosperity and rapid growth for our young State. Already :Minne­

sota stands second to none as 'a bread producing state, ,md annua11y 

millions of bushels of the staple of life are exported to the less favored 

countries of the east. The en.rth is laden to overflowing with the 

elements of material wealth. Coal mines have been discovered in the 

·£outhern pal't of the State, while from the north comes the glad news 

of inexhaustible mines of gold and silver, equal in value with the rich­

,est diggings of California, or the ancient mines of 01Jhir, while for 

certain recompense the teeming fruitful earth bears on her broad bosom 

a harvest of wealth, and only asks the hand of the husbandman \o 

:gather it in. 

In an agricultural point of view,Minnesota ranks among the first 

States in the Union, and if it progresses in the ratio that it has since 
its first settlement, for even five years longer it will be far in advance 
of· any of its older sister States. The average of wheat per acre _is the 

largest of any according to the agricultural census reports. Few 
~tates prod1i.ce on an average as high as 15 bushels per acre, 
ret the average of whea,t in :Minnesota, of the crop of 1860 waa 

22 bushels. while in 1865 it was 27 bushels, of Oats 60 _and of 

Barley 35 to 40 .. It is not to be wondered at, that with a soil of such 

fertility~ Minnesota should take the lead as a bread producing ~tate. 

The ,Yheat is heavier, and is generally conceded to be of a better quali­

ty than in almost any other locality, and it is a well established fact 

that :Minnesota, No. 1 wheat will bring a higher price in the eastern 

market than that from any other of the western states. 

In 1850 qhio raised the largest crop ever raised in that wheat-grow­

ing State, and the yield was only seventeen and one third bushels to· 

the acre, while the general average in that state is only twelve and a 

half, bushels.-Iu Iowa the ayerage does not exceed fifteen bushels per 
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acre, and yet it is consic1erec1 one of the best agricultural ~rntes in the 

west-
Forty eight bushels for each man, woman and child, in the State.. 

Only think of it! \Vhy! the storied land of Pharoah in its palmiest. 
days, did not exceed, our glorious Minnesota. The boasted valley of 
the Nile must yield the Palm to the valley of the Mississippi. It wa::s 
a forfuitous circumstance, that set our puritan fathers down on the 
rugged shores of the Atlantic ere the discovery if our beautiful western 
prairies, and yet we have an abundance to thank them for in the devel, 
opement of the ar~s and sciences that we turn to so good account here 
rn the west. The East and the \Vest are bound together by iron 
hands and welded by common interest. 

New England wi.th her manufactories, her cm·10us looms and 
thousands of whirling spindles and flying· shuttl~s~ supplies the 
toiling millions all over the contin~nt with fabri;s of cotton linen and 
wool, which the west, in her infancy has as yet failed to produce in 
any sufficient quantities to supply the demand or even their necessities:,­
and in return the fruitful prairies of the western States, yield immense 
crops of golden grain, and of thei1: abundance send millions of 
bushels to feed the hungry, toilers in the manufactories and crowded 
Shops of the cities of the Atlantic coast.The Railroads from the east­
ern cities are rapidly following the guiding Star of Empire westward, 
and already has :Minnesota, clasped hands with New York and :Massa~ 
chusetts, and established commercial intercourse, that combining 
yankee shrewdness, and western perseverance, will yield no precedence 
to any nation on the globe. The west is dependent upon the country 
of the puritans for their Broadcloths, and calicos. Their fine sheet­
ing a1:1d their Boots and Shoes, in fact nearly all our western merch­
ants make a semi-annual pilgrimage " down eastt for their supplies 
of "Dry Goods and Yankee Notions," and wooden Clocks, that mark 
out _western time. And we of the west Tespond with ship and car 
loads of the productions of the fertile soiL Thus making a commer­
cif).l and financial union of interest that can never be broken. 

So too, shall North and South, be united by the ties of common 
interest and fraternal brotherhood, that naught shall seperat€, 
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The exports of wheat from Minnesota, last year were between seven 

a.nd eight millions of bushels, and the present year it wil1 be largely in­

creased as there yet remains on hand a large amount of the old crop, 

which lack of the facilities of transportasion kept at home. 

The crop of wheat in :Minnesota for the year 1865 ammounted to 
12,000,000 Bushels ; over forty-eight bushels for each man, woman and. 

child in the State. What think our ea~tern friends of this? A pretty 

good yield, considering that more than eleven thousand of our able 

bodied men, have been from home engaged in defence of our country, 
leaving our working force very much reduced, so that, as the actual 

figures stand, Minnesota, produced during the past year about one 
thousand bu'Shels of Wheat to each able-bodied man left at home from 

the war. Saying nothing of the thousands of bushels of oats and other 

coarse grams. This is considered a pretty fair yield for a new State that 
our neighbors over on the Atlantic ·coast think is away in the woods 

and inhabited by sava,ges; and we sorrowfully admit thn,t :Minnesota 

has really been too painfully inhabited by savages, else the wheat crop 

of 1865 would have been, 15,00w,OOO instead of 12,000,000, of bush­

els. 

WOOL GRO'iVING. 

The wool growing interest is becoming quite an important feature 

in the industrial and commercial pursuits of the husbandman of Minn­

esota. In the year 1_860, the whole number of she~p in the state was 

only 5,941 while in 1864, there were H2,612-, and in 1865 it is thought 

the number was not less than 150,000. These with wool bearing the 

price it has for the past few years are the source of an immense reve 

nue to the farmers, and producers of this portion of the we>3t. The 

soil and climate of l\1innesota seem peculiarly adapted to the raising­

of sheep, the herbage and grasses are such as sheep seem to thrive on 
and grow hardy a,n_d strong. 

For a state of so recent birth, it seems strange to one who is not 

cogn~zant of the facts that there should be so much material wealth, 

so much personal property, Cattle, Horses and Sheep. )Iinnesota as a 

State is only six years old, and yet in the assessment of 1864 tlie 
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number of Horses assessed was 41,901, valued at $2,416:664, of 

Horned Cattle there were 196,448 with a valuation of $2,407 1686. 0 f 

Sheep the same year there were 92,612 with a total valuation of $233, 

219, and of Hogs, there were 71,483 valued at $140,897, which with 
other personal property makes up iu the yeai- 1864, the grand sun1 

total of $8,735,701,50 as the taxable personal property of the State. 

This showing, after the destruction of a vast amount of property in 
the Indian Outbreak of 1862, and when we consider that personal 

property is not accumulated to any considerable extent by the pioneers 
in a new country, will we doubt not compare favorably with that of any 

of the states of no longer existence. 

F:RT.;rT GROWIXG. 

Fruit Growing in Minnesota has been, experimented upon hut vcr y 
little, as the home-seekers ancl farm.seekers have usually turned their 
attention to such pursuits as would yield a more certain and immedi­

ate recompense for their expense and labor, and the culture of wheat 

.has absorbed nearly all the la box and cn,re of the 1Iinnesotn. farn1er, yet in 

some instances fruit trees have been cultivated with success, and in the 

vaiious reports to the Fruit Growm.·'s Association, we find accounts of 

fine .A.pples being raised in mt1~1y parts oi the State, and smaller 
fruits such as Crab Apples1 Plumbs, Grapes, Currants, Strawberries 

&c., grow wild in great profusion, from which fact the natural infer­

ence is that, they may be produced by culivatiou, in much greater 

variety, and abundance, as well as greatly im.pr<wed in flavor, so soon 

as farmers, shall take the time to try the experiment, and add those 
luxuries to their homes, which so materially make up the home.com.­

forts of the well-to-do-farmers fireside~ There is no doubt, judging 

from the few experiments already made, that in Minnesota, especially 

in the Southern portion, fruit can be raised equally as well at least n.s 

in Northern New York. \Ve have no idea, that oranges or lemons 

·will be cultivated in any part of 'Minnesota, with success, unless, in 

the hot-house, of some man who chooses to spend his money in trying 

experiments; neither do we anticipate that, except in some fayored 

localities pears and peaches will be grown, to any considerable extentr 
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hut that apples and all the hardy fruits and those of the choiceRt varie­

ties, may be produced in Southern nfiunesota, in such quantities as to 

make it profitable as an investment, has already been demonstrated· 

Tr0pical fruits it is not expected can be raised in so cold a climate, bnt 

such fruits as may be raised in this latitude in any country, may safely 

be calculated on here in Minnesota. 

Pt:BLIC L\1rn.0VE:MEX'l'S. 

The Public Improvements of the State have been probably fully pro 4 

portionate, with those of a private nature. To be sure the net work of 

Railroads is not as perfect, nor as extensive as i11 the older states, yet 

at this time there are in active operation, and doing a flourishing and 

paying business~ five different lines of roads, controlled and operated 

by separate companies, with trains running over more that two hundred 

miles of as nicely finished and smooth roads as any in the United 

States. The first Division of the St. Paul and Pacific Road ·rvas put 

in operation from St. Paul to St. Anthony in 1862, but now is running 

38 far as Elk River, some forty miles from St. Paul. This road will 

probably be built to Red River as soon as men and means can accom-. 

p1ish the work. 

The Winona & St. Peter road was the ne~:t put into active opera~ 

tion, in 1864, in which year it was completed as far as the city of 

RochPster, fifty mile's from vYinona, which was the terminus for about 

orn.f year when eighteen miles more was completed, and the cars are· 

now running over sixty-eight miles of roiuI, several trains each day,. 

·3ud all the time crowded to their utmost carr3'ing- capacity. .An im-· 

mense amount of work ,-vas necessary, to pnt in operation the first 

twenty miles of this road, as the bluffs to be ascended required au 

enormous outlay to erect the magnificent trestle works over which the­

track is laid. In some places it is about sixty' feet in hight for a con-· 

siderable distance, and in others the solid granite rock is cut down to 
an equal depth. 

The· road will probably be completed as far as Owatonna in Steele 

county, as soon as next August, where it will form a junction with the 
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:MinneRota. Cenb'al Road, which will then be completed to that city, 
Lhu~ giving a uirect connection by railroad between Winona and St •. 

P,tul. This road runs the whole length of Olmsted County from east 

to west, affording excellent facilities for transportation,, to the farmers 

and merchants of the surrounding country. 

The amount of wheat and other grain shipped from the Station at 
Rochester during the six months ending December, 1st 1865 was as 

follo,vs: 

vVheat, bushels, 804, 7 45- Barley, bushel.,, 4,259 •. 

I>otatoes, " 2V1. Flour. bbls. 1,684 .. 

Hides, lbs. 86,520.. Butter, lbs. 179,280. 
"\Vool, a 72,210. Sundries and Md'se. 257,200. 

Tonna,ge of Merchandise received, 21,451,256 .. 

Thi8 it will be noticed was not at a. time, when farmers are shipping 

most of their produce, especially of wheat, The harvesting season 

o_ccurs during this period, and probably one half of the threshing had 

not yet been done. This shipment from oue station, shows the-amount 

of ·work that the road may be expected to accomplish. 

The l\Iinnesota Central Road was not p11t into operation.for carrying 

freight and passengers, until the year 1865, when it was. completed 

from ~Iinneapolis to Faribault, and will be extended from that. town 

to Owatonna early the present season7 making connection with the­
\Yinona & St. Peter Road. This road, like the vVinonn. & St. Peter,, 

has some hra.vy grading to overcome, and exhibits as fine a specimen 

of trestle work where it crosses the Minnesota River, as_; we ev-er looked 

upon. Upon a. large share of the road already completed, the heavy 

continnons ra.il is used~ over which the cars glide as smoothly n.s the. 

ship saib on the placid surface of a quiet lake. 

The cart:: on the ::\Iinnesota Vallev Railroad are running as far as 
~ '-' 

Shakopee, n. town on the }Iinnesota River, about 25- miles above St .. 

Paul, aucl twenty from where the nfinnesota empties into the Mississip-. 

pi- Like all the other roads, the Valley Road is doing a paying ancl 

Hourishing business, which will increa,se as th.eir facilities fo:i: t1·ansport-.. 
~tion are increased. 

B 
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The Southern Minnesota Railroad Co., has been organized for some 

years, though none of it was completed until 1865, in the fall of which 

year, some 10 or 15 miles of the track was laid, and engines ancl cal'& 

placed thereon, and a daily train set in operation for the purpose of 

carrying grain and other freight. The Company intend, the present 

year, to finish the ron,d to a junction with the \Vinona and St. Peter 
road at or near Rochester, which will make a complete line of Railroad 
from St. Paul to any point in the East. Their charter also allow~ 
them to build a road tl1rough the Southern tier of counties, crossing 

the Central at Austin, in 1vioweT Co. 

Other Railroads are in contemplation, for which charters have been 
already given, and fands granted to aid in their construction, which 

when completed, will form a network that will accommodate all p01·­
ti.ons of the State. 

During the season of navigation, there are several lines of steam­

boats plying on the Upper Mississippi as far as St. Paul, affording as· 

good facilities for traveling as the most fastidious might require. The 

amount of grain ship1)ecl over this route is very large, and would snr­

prise those who were not acquainted with the rapid gl'owth and im­

niense resources of this new State. 

TH£ STAGE LINES. 

In addition to, anc1 in connection with the various Railroad and 

Steamboat lines, there is probal3ly the best organized system of stage 

lines that was ever put in opeT:1tion in the \Vest. ·without going bac:k 

to the days of pioneer staging in this portion of the State, when mar­

tyrdom and traveling by stage were synonon.101.1.s terms, we. will speak 

only of the })resent facilities fo: travel as afforded by that system of 

-conveyance. In order to give as correct an idea as possible of the 

accommoclations for travel by way of stages, we copy a.n extract from 

the St. Paul Pioneer of last February, ,,·hich, in speaking of Bnrlnink 

& Co's line of stages, says: 

'.' The mail contracts of the vValker Line expired, if we rem em her 

aright, mostly in 185G aml 1857, and J.C. Embank & Co. sncceedi:cl 

them, fin~lly estn.l)1is11ing 1ines on tlrn mo~t important routes in thr: 

State. The lines W{'rc stocked. ·with the finest cu!.1the::::, ur:d the best-
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horses, and careful and sober drivers employed. Stage trave1ing be­

came a pleasure almost, and the old days of 'slow' coaches were ut­

terly abolished. 

In extending their lines, especially towards the Northwest, it wag 

necessary to repair the roads greatly, and in some instances to lay out 

and construct new ones for long distances, l)riclging streams, &c., a 

work requiring an imm_ense outlay of capital. On the road between 

St. Paul and La Crosse, several thousand dollars ]rn ve been expended, 

and lar.Q·e sums are annuallv laid out on it aud other routes. On the 
0 " 

route to Port Abercrombie, sta,tions were built on the w\.olo line, and 

stocked with supplies, at a heavy outlay. 
LINES OF THE MIXNESOTA STAGE CO)IPAKY. 

The ltiinnesota Sta.ge Company ·now run on the followin0· lines: 

From Elk River, the present terminus of the St. Paul and Pacific 

Road, two daily lines of four-horse coaches to St. Cloud-one on each 

side of the river. From St. Cloud a four-horse coach runs up on the 

East side of the Mississippi to Fort Ripley and Crow Wing, and one 

on the vVest side to Sauk .Centre Alexandria and Fort Abercrom-

b. D r[' 1e, • _ . 
From that point they forward the mails to the Red River settlement~ 

(Pemhinn, and Fort Garry,) by dog trains, twice a week. 

From Shakopee, the· terminus of the Minnesota Valley Road, they 

run i'wo daily four-horse coach lines to ];Iankato, passing through aU 
the towns in the Minnesota Valley. 

From Mankato they have also two daily lines via Owatonna to Kas­

son, the terminus of the "\Vinona & St. Peter Railroad. 

Their principal La Crosse line, this winter, is run in connection with 

the Minnesota, Central. and ,vinona & St. Peter Railroads. Betweeu 
I 

St. Paul and Mendota. six daily stages are run, and from Faribault to 

.l{asson, five daily stages each way. From ,Vinona to La Crosse, eight 

<lai1y stages are run each way. This shows the amount of winter 
travel over that route. 

They a1so run two daily stages each way to La Crosse on the old 

river route, through Hasting·s, Red Wing, Lake City, ·w abasha and 

.Minneiska. This line connects with the "Winona and St. Peter RaiI­

:rnad for points in the interior of the State. 
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Their line to Superior City, via Sunrise, is to run three times per 

week at present. In the spring the service will be increased to dai1y 
trips, and the line be extended to the Vermillion Lake Gold :Mines. 

In addition to these principal lines, the Company also run a dai1y 

line from St. Paul to Stillwater, and from Hastings to N orthfieldo 

Also from Faribault to Owatonna, connecting there with a line for 

Austin, Osage and the McGregor Railroad to Prairie du Chien. 

CAPITAL .A.ND STOCK. 

Altogether,ethe Company are running four-horse stages dai1y over 

1,440 miles, and carry the United States mail over 1,714 miles. T() 
do this, the Company employ the services of 260 men and 800 horsesr 

and rolling stock in proportion. The entire amount of capital invested 

in the stock and property of this Company is $200,000. Some idea 

of the mag11itude of their business may be gathered from the amount 

of revenue taxes paid the Government, which during the })ast year, 

have amounted to $12,134.34. 

THE COMP ANY. 

is organized as follmvs: Proprietors-J. C. Burbank, R. Blakeley and 

~L L. Merriam; Secretary, C. W. Carpenter; General .A.gent, A. Allen ;: 
General Ticket Agent, C. W. McIntyre. 

Vt e look on the Stage Coach as the pioneei· of Civilization. vVher­

ever a settlement of bold and hardy pioneers is planted on the extreme­

outposts of the frontier, a mail be-comes a necessity. Forthwith the· 

enterprising stage proprietor starts- his line of coaches. Stations aud 

towns spring up on the route, and when the country has beconw suL 

ficiently settled, the Railroad takes its place; and the 1.mg1e of the 

stage driver is heard "farther on," carrying the mails and pa,ssengen; 

to still remoter settlements. "\Ve expect before the ceufenuary of" 

American Independence, to ride in the coaches of our friends Burbank 

Blakely & Merriam, on the Northern route ( via Saskatchewan) to tlw 

Pacific, with the Iron Horse hard after us. Success to them." 

Various other stage lines are in operation in different parts of the 

State, though probably not altogether traveling over one- quarter a~ 

great a distance as the one line of Burbank & Co. 
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LAND GRA.NTS. 

In addition to the munificent g~'t:Lnts of land given to aid in the con­

:Struction of railroads, there has ... been donated to the State to aid in 

_public improvements, as fo1lows: 
l. Sections 16 and 36 in each township, to aid in sustaining public 

schools. 
2. Seventy-two sections for the support of a State University. 

3. Ten sectio"ns for the erection of public buildings at the seat of 
Government. 

4. Twelve sa.lfsprings, with six sections of land adjacent to each. 

5. Five per cent of the proceeds of all lands sold by the general 

0-overmnent after the admission of the State into the Union. 
ti. All the Swamp Lands ,vithin the State. 

l\faking a total for each grn.nt as fo1lows :­

For School purposes, about 

For State University, 

For completing public buildings, 

Land a<ljoining ~alt springs, 

For Railroads, 

Swamp Lands, about 

2,888,000 acres. 
46,080 ., 

6,400 " 
,16,080 " 

4,399,141 

5,000,000 
" 

Total. - 12,385,701 u 

In addition to the above, it has been lately decided that under a law 
of Congress granting to each new State 500,000 acres of land upon 

their admissio11 into the Union, Minnesota is entitled to this amount 

additional, mn,kiug her total grant of land 12,885,701 acres, making 

1 iearl,r one fourth of the entire territory of the State. 

THE CLIMATE. 

·.Minnesota, lying as it does in a Northern latitud·e, as a natural 

eon~e11 ucnce has a somewha.t frigid climate, and as the cold ·winds of 

winter eome howling and moaning over the bleak prairies, the sojourn­

(~1·s who have just made their first visit to the Gopher State, drawtheir 

overcoats and shawls more closely around them, and pity the residents 

of such a, boisterous, chilling climate; yet at the same time they in­

lrnle the fresh and invigorating atmosphere, with its life-giving ele­

ments, and their lungs expand and grow strong under the influence of 
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such inhalation. Their nerves arc braced up to healthier action, antl 

before they arc aware of it, they are admiring arnl eujoyiug what ther 
before condemned. As a healthy State, nfinnesota is not excelled by 
any in the Union. A. person whose lungs are affected, would hardly 
do well to leave a warm climate and come to ~Iinnesota in the winter 

season, as the atmosphere woulcl be too powerful ancl invigorating to 

be of benefit, as the lungs would hardly be able to act we11 under the 
influence, but those who visit Minnesota in the spring months, and 
remain during the warm weather, will be sure to find their health im­

proving, and their whole systems receiving new life and vigor. 

THE SCENERY. 

This State, being entirely destitute of lofty mountains: does not pre­
sent so great a diversity of scenery as often delights the eye of the 
traveler in a mountainous country., yet the admirer of Nature selcl01i.1 

becomes more interel:1ted than when gazing upon the magnificent 
scene1·y presented along the western bank of the Upper Mississippi. 

i;The high range of _bluffs that extend Northwestward from the south 
line of the State to the Falls of St. Anthohy, furnish some of the most 

sublime scenes that ever inspired poetic ardor, or furnished a snbj_ect 

for an artist's pencil. Here high, craggy rocks, like the ruins of an 
embattled tower, hangi_ng over the ·waters of the Mississippi, there a 
lovely valley stretching backward to the continuous hills in the dis­
tance, forming a natural site for a quiet vi11age or bustling city. 

Half way between Fort Snelling and the Falls of St. Anthony, are 
the celebrated Falls of Minne-ha-ha, or Laughing \Vater, which Long­
fellow has immortalized in song. These falls, taken in connection 
with Fort Snelling, and the many romantic incidents connected there­
"\'\ith, and the numerous beautiful lakes in the vicinity, makes St. Par:.l 

a center of attraction for pleasure seekers who visit :Minnesota. 

Five miles from :Mankato are the Falls of ~iinneinneopa, quite as 

beautiful and }Jicturesque, though not as famous as :Minne-ha-ha.· 

Longfellow-should visit this beautiful but secluded spot, ancl pour out 

his enthusiastic admiration in measures of flowing rhyme, and when 

on~e it became famous in story, it would be visited by all the pleasure 
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seekim£ 1Ji10crrims to this bc:1uti±ul nrairic State. There arc ma.nv other 
~ ~ J 

places of much interest, which the traveler woulu Jeli1rht to look upon 
0 

while passing through the country, that we might mention, but we 

cannot enter into too lengthy a description of the State at large. 

'fllE PROSPERITY OF MINNESOTA. 

is perhaps as well illustrn,tecl as could be, by the following extracts 

from the American Reporter or British Emigrants Guide, published 

in N mv York for circufation in Eng:lancl, Ireland ancl Scotl:ind : 

"The world has never seen new Stntes springing into a sudden ex­

istence, so fuU of vigor and prosperity, ancl so sure of steady progress 

and lJrilliant future, as the Northwestern States of the Federal Union. 

The· names of Ohio, Illinois, Iudiann,, Michigan, 1Visconsin. Iowa, 

n'linncsota, have become, and deservedly become, for millions in the 

Ulcl \Vorld, symbols of an inexhaustible mine of wealth and happiness. 

Of course their progress during the four terrible years of war which 

hns now fortunately ceased, could not be what it was in that period 

preceding the war. There never has been a country in which a war 

like our late rebellion, c1id not prove a heavy drain. But if anything 

could conclusively prove to the people of the old world the indestructi­

ble vitality of the new States referred to, it is their })rogress during the 

years of war. :Most of them took a census in the years 1864 and 

18G5, and the results of the censuses establish the astonishing fact 

that the increase of tl1ese States from 1860 to 1865 has been, in spite 

of the war, more rapid than tha,t of the most flourishing States of 

Europe. So far as we have learned, the censuses held in 1864 and 

1865 gave the following results: 

States. Census of 1S60. Census of 1865. Per ct. ofinc'e. 

Jlinnesota, 172.622 24S, 848 40 
Illiuois, 1,711,951 2,163.000 27 
Wis..:onsin, 775,S71 S68.84 7 12 
Jow:\, 67-!,0-18 754.501 11.16 
Michigan, 7-19,113 805:379* 7 .5 

This shows a.n average annual increase for ~Minnesota of 8 per cent; 

for Illinois of 5.4 per cent ; for Wisconsin of 2.4 per cent ; for Iowa of 

2.1 per cent; for :Michigan of 1.9 per cent; a :r,esult which most fa­
vorably compares with the l)rogress of population in the most populous 
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States of Em·ope. ..With the popu1ation, the increase in wc~lth and 

prosperity has kept pace. 
The messages which_ the Governors of these States sent to the- sev.:· 

-eral legislatures in January of the present yea.r, unro11 a picture of 

satisfactory progress in all departments of public life. ,Ve have no space 

to review them all, but take one, that of the Governor of :Minnesota, n.s a 

specimen. The r€ceipts of this State for the year 1865 were $4-80,120 

,and the expenditures $'116,000, leaYing a balance on haud of $72,000. 

The floating debt, the Governor announces, has been cancelled. 

Entries in the various land offices in the year amounted to 804,982, an 

increase of 139,232 a.cres over the previous year, ancl including rail­

road lands, one million acres were sold in 1865. The logs scaled 

reached the enormous number of 237,833,252 feet, an increase of 

159,676,338 over 1864. Of school lands, 24,131,77 acres sold foe 

$143,955,05. The school fund already lacks less than _seventeen 

thousand of reaching a million dollars, and if the remainder of the~ 

: lands sell at the same rate, will reach sixteen mi11ions. The railro:ld::; 

.:are ju a flourishing condition, 210 miles being already completed, and 

132 more partially finished. In 18GO the State had 532,315 acres in 

wheat, and the number of bushels harvested was 5,101,332; in 1865 

"the number of the former had increased to 800~000, :1nd that of fof~ 
"latter to 12,000,000. 

Now we may safely challenge Europe to show us any State eqna.1ing· 

these statistics. And let our friends in Grea.t Britain alwav~ hear in 
,I • 

mind that the above figures show the development of this State chniug 

.a war the like of which the world has rarely seen, and .. which 111 the· 

opinion of the most famous statesmen and fi.nanc--iers of Enrope, Yi:ts 

info.llibly to terminate in the dissolution of the Union, and th~ utti-:r· 

protltration and bankruptcy of the dissolved parts. 
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·CENSUS OF MINNESOTA. 
Population 248,847, a Ga.in of 77 ,49'1 in Five Years. 

"\Ve publish herewith a complete, and, we believe, accurate digest of 
-the State census of 1865 : 

RECAPITULATION BY COUNTIES, 

County. Totals. Males. Females, :ramilies. 
.Anoks, 2,254 1,196 J,058 451 
Benton, 503 272 231 104: 
Blue Earth, 9,245 5,018 4 9•1'-! 1,711 , ... ..,, 
Brown, 9,268 1,200 1,069 416 
Carlton, 28 16 1:] 16 
Carver, 8,704 4,558 4,146 1,700 
Cass, 37 23 15 13 
Chisago, 2,103 1,155 938 .10~ 
Ola.y, 30 18 12 17 
Dakota., 12,475 6,562 5,914 2,228 
Dodge, 6,2:W 3,256 2,964 1,186 
Farit>ault, 4,7:37 2,519 2,218 926 
Fillmore, 17,545 9,133 8,412 3,23-1 
Freeborn, 5,679 2,986 2,592 1,111 
Goodhue, 14,880 7,796 7 ,OS-! 2~833 
Hennepin, 17,016 8,811 8,205 3,055 
Houston, 9,792 5,089 4,703 1,755 
Isanti, 453 239 214 93 
Jackson, 383 195 1S8 71 
Lake, 15-1 76 78 36 
Le Sueur, 7,832 4,074: 3,758 1,46:2 
Martin, 1A3o 764, 666 :2SS 
Manomin, 117 67 50 19 
McLeod 2,550 1,383 1,167 496 
:Meeker, 1,219 643 576 2n 
Mille Lac, 3-31 177 156 69 
Morrison, 7~16 430 -365 1-18 
Mower, 5,174 2,740 2.4..17 l,0:l6 
Nicollet, 5,0:!,3 2,616 2~407 936 
Olmsted, 15,176 8,019 7,157 2,711 
Pine, 55 34: 21 10 
Ramsey, 15,143 7,641 7,502 2,645 
Redwood, 95 63 32 18 
Rice, 10,977 5,859 5,118 2,11:3 
st.. Louis, 294 168 126 61 
S0ott, S,576 4,4-78 4,098 1,66:3 
Sherburne, 819 4!38 381 158 
~ibley, 4,683 2,528 2.1,55 9;32 
Stearns, 7,337 3,862 3~575 l>-!14 
Steele, 4,8:32 2,606 2,326 98-1 
Todd, 117 69 -!8 :.W 
Wabasha, 10,167 5,323 4,844 1,614 
Waseca, 4,16-! 2,129 •) 035 i8:2 
Watonwan, 246 130 

~,119 46 
Washington, 6,780 S,590 3 190 1,274 
Winona., u,,2,1 7,987 7'•190 2,881:S 
Wright, 5,028 2,i07 :/321 Q44 

' --
Total 248,848 129,653 119,195 46,128 
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Soldiers in :.,,ctual service, June 1st, ...................................... 8,319 
Colored persons, ........................................ e •••••••••••••. , ••••••••• • L} 73 
Deaf a11d d11111b, ..................................................................... 114 
Blind, ................................................................................. 38 
Insane,. ..........................•........................•.....................•... :. 78 
Idiotic; .............. -~ ... , ... , ...................................................... .. 3 

THE CITIES OF MINNESOTA. 

St. Paul, ............................. , ........................................ 13,012 
~I inn ea polis,................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 4,608 
St. A11thony City, ........................................................... 3,492 
Wino11a, ............................................................... , ..•..•... 4,439 
Rocheste1·, ................................................................•... 2,663 
Mankato, qity a11d to,vn, .•.....•....•...•.•.•....••.....••.•.•...•.••..•.•• 2,653 
Hastings, ............. ,........................................ . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 2,489 
Red Wing, ..................................................................... 2,360 
Fariba11lt, .................................•.....•.•..•..•...........•......... 2,339 
Still,vate1,, City, ............................................................... &• 2,145 
St. Clo11d, ... ,e,, •• o •• , •••••••••••• te,, •••••• ,................................ 2,065 



OLMSTED COUNTY. 

Perspus whose minds have been somewhat educated, aud who pos­
sess a reasonably active imagination, may picture to themselves a dis -
trict of country comprising something like six hundred and fifty square 
miles of land destitute of mountains, or even of any loftv hills. yet .. .., ' .,, 

with the surface gently undulating, or rolling and swelling, like the 
huge billows of old ocean, covered with rich herbage, and with the 
various hued flowers that are scattered in such profusion over the 
Vi,T estern wilds, intermingled with blossoming and fruit-bearing shrubs: 
with here spreading out before us as far as the eye can reach, until 
the view is lost in the blue distance beyond, a beautiful swelling prai­
rie, whose soil is acla ptecl to raising the choicest of all kinds of grain, 
there a long stretch or glade of na.tural meadow land, affording great 
quantities of excellent hay. Then looking again, we see a broad ex­
panse of scattering native oaks, like sorn~e old-time orclrnrc11 with wicle­
spreacling branches and sturdy trunks, relieving the othel'wise monot­
onou:S aspect of the landscape. In the northwest corner of the county 
there is a belt of heavy timber, composed of oaks, bass, hickorJ and 
some sugar maple. In various other portions of the county, there are 
small patches of timber, which make a fair supply of fuel within a 
reasonable distance. 

Perhaps the eye of man never rested on a spot of earth which for 
fertility of soil, beauty of landscape and healthfulness of climate and 
location, was better fitted to meet hi~ material wants, and supply the 
necessities of his natu1~e, since shut out from the original Eden. 

A moderate climate, exhilarating atmosphere, a fertility of soil un-
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€Xcelled by any county in this exceedingly fertile State, with a highly 

favored location for the commercial interests of the community, have 

given to Olmsted County the rapid growth and uniform prosperity 

which have marked its growth since its first settlement, without any 

check whatever. Each successive year contributes to the general de­

velopment of the vast resources hidden in the soil, the timber and the 

granite which afford the sources of wealth and prosperity to all branch­

es of industry. And at no time has the county presented such in­

ducements to agriculturists, mechanics and capitalists as at the pre~ent, 

and it needs no prophet's eye to foretell that in the futul'e there awaits 

an unsurpassed prosperity, and a rich harvest of wealth for those who 

assiduously labor for that development. 
Looking backward for only a few short years, and we see no signs 

of civilization, neither of habitation, sav~ the wigwams of the red 

men and their trails as they make their way to their hunting grou·nds 

farther west, their council fires, and their bark canoes gliding over the 

w~ters of the various streams, and we have a truthful picture of Olm­

stead Cmmty as it was previous to 1854, ere the hand of civilization 

had disturbed its wilderness and primitive state. To-day we look 

.again. Twelve years have passed away, and behold what a change. 

The magic wand of civilization has been waved over the broad prai­

ries and openings, and art, science and commerce, combined with the 

real western energy, have cov~red the wide expanse with cultivated 

:fields and golden harvests ; has made roads and · built bridges, and 

dotted the prairies with pleasant dwellings and elegant school houses, 

and reduced the wilderness to enclosed fields, busy villages and the 

hustling city. 

This transformation has not beet1 made by the magic use of. an 

Ala.ddin's lamp, nor by the necromancy enshrined in the purse of the 

millionaire who had sent his venture of wealth that it might return ten­

f.>ld while he rests at his ease in some Eastern palace, but it has been 

created by the~inclomitable and persistent energy of the bone and sin­

ew of the nation, the laboring masses, who desirous of making homes 

for themselves, their children and their children's children after them, 

have hewed and carved their way by patient toil and ceaseless effort, 
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and through stern privation and want, have made Olmsted. Com1~ 

ty what :;he i::; to-<la.y, second to none in importn.nrr~ in the Stat(:. 

And yet the present importance and wealth are but the development 

of a very insignificant portion of its real capacity; while vast unfur-­

rowe<l fields, still clad in the vestments of N ature·8 regal and primal 

beauty, iu3\-·ite the tilleTS of the soil to a closer acquaintance:-,hip, 

There seems to he literally no exhau:$tion to the generous soi1, and a:-:; 

the succeeding years Toll around, ag1·icultural, mechnuical a.ml com­

mercial operations are doubled and quadrupled yea1· by year. "\Vhile 

thus contemplating the growth and prosperity tha.t has thus far attend, 

ed. the development of the resources of this county, the mind is irre~ 
sistibly driven to the conclusion th:.-1.t it possesses natural achanta.ges 

and facilities for the promotion of the happiness of the human ra.c:e 

seldom found, even in the most favored localities of the earth. 

vVhen we reflect that the germs of the future, in latent em1Jr5~0, are 

contained in the bosom of the present; tluit "to-day'' is foren:~r giv 

ing character ancl color, and shaping the destinies of "to-morrow/ v,·e 

have only to examine the n1,st resoui•ces of wealth and prosperity that. 

lie hidden in the unexplored recesses of Nature's great storehouse, the 

l'aw material with which the country is supplied, and the aptitude of 

the people to lay hold of these natural advantages, and convert them 

to the most ])rofitalile use; to form some idea of what the future of 

Olmsted County may rea1ize. 

Men of independent mind and effort) with hearts throbbing with 

cheerful hope; men of nerve and muscle, with an invincib1e LleterminJ 

n.tiou, and "with a heart for any fate;' and hands willing and eager to 

demonstrate the fact, have looked out and made their homes on the 

fortile ]lrairies and beautiful openings that lie spread out in such in­

viting splendor before the eye of the beholder. Beneath the tough 

web of the sward lay one vast garden, fragrant with all the rich fruit.g 

and golden grains 7 a vast mine of incomparab1y greater wealth than 

the richest vein of golden ore. This capita} has been brought into ac­

tive nse by the energies of the toiling thousa.nds who have converted 

the waste wildernesR into fertile fields, .auJ turned the treas1:1:res of the 

earth into channels to contribute to the happiness of man. These are 
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here, still gnthering rich h~nTe:;ts from the :fielJs their hands subdued ; 

\\ith motive }Jt..nver unabated, stored with the wisdom of past experi­

ence, with the honors of the victories achieved by past labors, and 

surrounded by the abundant aid which wealth brings to industry and 

perseverance. And with these increased faci1ities for the execution 

thereof~ the problem of the future of Olmsted County is to be worked 

out. "'\Vho so blind that they cannot see and appreciate the result? 

\Vhatever road the trave11er 1nay take in passing through this coun­

ty, he cannot travel far before he will have his attention arrested by a 

ueat school house, generally nicely painted, and w:ith pleasant sur­

roundings, and if he enters this little seminary of learning, he will 
find the interior judiciousiy and pleasantly arranged, and a, crowd of 

juveniles eagerly climbing up the hill of science, with maps, charts, 

black-boards, and tbc m.ost improYcd a,paratu::; for aiding them in t:heir 

efforts, arranged upon the- walls. The cultivation of the m.ind receives 

much attention, ancl keeps at least even pace with the cultivation of 

the soil, so that we may conficlentli look forward to a not far distant 
l/ 

day when Minnesota, and Olmsted Oonuty, ·will tal:e a prominent part 

in the educational interests of the nation. 

vVith the light of science to illuminate and develope the progressive 

energies which tencl to bring into action the social nature of mankind, 

and the vital principle7 enduring strength and subst:.i.ntial wealth cf 

the community, coupled with the material elements of prosperity to 

aid its advancement, we know of no pbce, no city bubbling o'er with 

noise, no fairy grot or deep secluded delli or in the literary haunts of 

men, that may hope to so for rival this as to bea.r away the palm. 

If the exertions ancl never-ceasing- activities of the people of Olm­

srecl County are wisely and judi{;i9usly directed, a brilliant future 

awaits them. The Great Proprietor has dealt out to them of the gar­

nered treasures of the earth with a bountiful hand, in the fertility of 

the soil, the facilities of communication, the springs and streams that 

water the cou~try; and afi:ord power for turning the machinery to aid 

in manufactures, and the means of supplying the various necessities 

of mankind, anc.1 those who improve upon the ::1.dvanta.ges thus· offered 
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will O'ather a (/olden lrnrvel:)t anJ. a .-idLl c,f from ten to a ln~n(11·<'1l folf! b b , J 

for the means !md energy ernployeJ. 

'\Ve have already said that whatever there m~y be of present im­

p1·ovements, but !1 fraction of the wealth and c:npacity of the county i-; 

yet developed. En.ch ancl every fo.c:i1ity for communication with the 

countries either east or west of here, adds an iner.eased 11er cent to the 

value of each acre of land, to the products of the soil, an<l to th,~ 

agricultural, mAchmricnJ and commercial interests of the· country. 

The construction of the Railroad from "\riuona. ·westwnnl 7 1111::; u1Je:rn::zl 

up a source of communication !1ncl a channel of conveyance for th('. 

transportation of grain and goods that i::; of inca.lcuhble 1)enefit to tho 

commercial interests of the countv. It has inc1e:::-;ecl tlie value of th£~ ., 

great staple, wlu __ ,nt, to tl1e great sati;;faction of ,dl the farming c®m­

mnni.ty. If: n.s i:-; now anti.ei.patecL the Southern :Minnesota. Railroad 
intersects the '\Vinona. & St. Peter within thi~ count:Y, it will a.tld 
;2.-reatly to the faL:ilities fol' tra,ni;'t)orU1,tion. i.iY ~tiY1 ug· a Llirect Eastern 
..._i I o.' II. l.,.... 

1-.:onununi.cati.on, without any Tivcr comm uni.cation. This will assist. 
materiully in developing the im1nens0 resources of this ~ection of 
country. 

ITS llOU:S-IU.RY ..:\.XD 0-8.G.AXIZATIOX. 

Olmsted Connt-v is hounded on the X orth lw Gooclhne and i.V'ahash:1-
Counti.es; on the•' Ea.st by \Vahasha and \Vi'~ona) South by Fillmore 
and 1fo,vcr1 and ·west hy Dodge County. 

The county WtlS e8tc1.b1ished un<ler thP Territori,11 GoYermnent in 
L:t35, but wa~ not orga,nized into tmn1s till the sp-i.·i11g er 183.'.). Pre­
Yious to this, it was merely cliYidecJ i1tt,> election precincts. It now 
includes eighteen townships, each ~ix milec; sqwtre. Towns 108, in 
Ra.1112:es 11 and 12. have been attached tc_, ,V-abashn C,)trntv. thus pre­
Yenting the symm~frical proportions 01msted County should possess. 
The county seat is the city of Rochester: fitty mile:-:; west of "\Vinona: 
;-;eve·nty-fi.Ye south-east of St. Pau1, u.ml seventy-fh-e north-west from La 
Cro:::1se. 

The officers cho~cn at its first estn,blishment in 1855, were: 

J .DIES GEoR<.rn, ) 
G. P. BARRO"Yi--s, J\.. Commissioners. 
J .iMES HUTA:'\, 

.T. N. 11cLAxE, .............................................. Register of Deeds. 
1[1cI-L\.EL Pr;:.u:.c:s, ....................................................... Assessor. 
It. II. Mc READY ............................................................ Sheriff . 
..:\LFll ED IC.INSEY ; .•....•••.. : ........................................... Treasurer. 

The first mectin!! of the Board of Commi.'=>sioners was held at Oro-
v 
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uoco, Angust 27th, 1855.. Bnt little lmsiness was trarnmcterl so far ai='. 
the record shows, and the Board adjourned to meet at Rochester on 
the 13th of September following . 
. No business was done at this session, except to consider some peti-­

t10ns for the organization of School Districts and election precincts .... 
and the meeting was adjourned till October 1st. At the October meet­
ing, the same kind of business as at the previous meeting wtts the 
principal feature, and the Board adjourned till the 12th of November. 
The same sort of business predominated at the November session, and 
the report shows no accounts allowed or presented. This session 
closed the business of 1855, 

In 1856, the Boa.rd of Com.missioners consisteu. of E. B. Barrows, 
John Lowry and James Rutan. Their :first meeting in that year was 
on the 7tn of January, Mr. Barrows acting as Chairman. The busi~ 
ness of this session lasted severnl days, and was of nearly the same 
character as distinguished the previous meeting$, varied by the ac-­
"<?ept.31nce of the bonds of various county officers. among them that of 
J . .N. 1IcLa.ne as Register of Deeds. . 

Sessions of the Board were held from time to time, thronghont the 
year, and several inore election precincts marked out, and judges of 
election appointed. . 

The first bills presented the Board for allowance, ·were presented at 
the July session of 1856, and ns it may be interesting for future refer•· 
ence, we append them, as ".,.ell as the amount of taxable property as•· 
sessed that year: . 

Lewis Chamberlain, fot viewing and locating Territorial road, .... $18,00:· 
Thos. Hunter, as County Surveyor, ..........•............ : ............... 25,85 
,Tohu Collins, for taking assessment, .................................... St\00 
nf. C. Van Horn, " " ................................... 77 ,oo 

" " for vie,ving road, ....................................... 5,00 
~- H. Durfee, for taking assessment, .................................... 7 5,00 
C. H. Page, " carrying chain, ......................................... 3,00 
P. S. Curti8, " t/iewin o· roa,ds, ........................................ : .. 5, 00 
Zebina Handerson, " 

0 

'' ........................................... 5,00 
J. H. Hartenbo,ver, '· " ........................................... 4,00 
J ol1n Bamber, '' '' ....................... ,, ................. .. 5,00 
lI. H. Holt, " " ............................................ 3,00 
Jacob }lcQuiUan, ,~ " ........................................... ~),00 
Lewis Patchin, H " ........................................... 9,00 
B. E. Ken1p, '' '' ......................................... ... 12, 0 0 
D. D. Chase, '' '' ...................... , ................ .... 12,00 
E. P. Bircher, " " ......................................... 13,00, 
Wm. Potter, Joel Ballard and David Hazleton, for viewing road, 12,50 
P. S. Curtis, for Sheriff, ................................................... 118,08 
Nelson "\Vait, for carrying chain, ........................ : ................. 3,00 
John A. Burgan, for assisting County Surveyor, ....... ;.......... 2.23· 
Whole am't of taxable property for the year 1866 was, ...... $80,'i.,5880lh 
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County Tax-7 Q 1nills, ..... .......................................... . $6, 606 91 
School Tax-2½ 1ni11s, .................................................. 2,1G8 97 
,.r · · 1 'T 1 ·11 86'"' ·s-- err1 tor1a ax- m1. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... , a 

Total TaxJ•• ............................................ -··· ..... ...... $9J543 46 

The records show that these bills were all accepted by the Commis­
missioners, but nothing is recorde~ to show whether or not they were 

ever allowed. 
In 185.7 the Board was composed of John Lowry, H. Thompson 

a.nJ D. B Coe. ,James A. Bucklin filed his bond as County Treasu­
rer, backed by four suretie ,, viz., James Bucklin, Henry \V ooda.rd, 
B. S. Coe and Asa Lesuer, which considering the amount likely t.o 
come into his hands, was considered amply sufficient. 

The amount of School Fund for this year, which was collected 
l)y tax, ,,r::-is .... .....................•.....................••.••••..•.... .•.. $631 63 
Collected fro1n l?i11es, ............. ~ .......................................... . 46 00 

''.['otal School Fund, ................................................... $677 63 
That people may see that th~ sovereigns of the land, through their 

ofiicers, looked well to the educational interests of the county, even 
at this early day, we append a Resolution which was passed by the 
Board of Commissioners on the 8th of January, 1857: 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Justices of the Peace, and 
the officers of the County, to im1uire into and make report to the 
Board of County Commissioners, of all trespasses upon Scbool land2 
within this county, and all persons who have committed trespass 
upon any of said lands within saicl county, a.re hereby notified to 
be and appe~r before the Board of County Commissioners, at the 
office of the Clerk of said. Board, in the city of Rochester, on the 
first :Monday of April next, and settle with said Commissioners for 
such trespass, or suits will be instituted against them to recover 
damages. The Clerk of this Board is instructed to cause this no­
tice to be published in the Oronoco Courier and the Olmsted Co. 

Journal, for four successive weeks. 

Two newspapers were published in the county at this time, and 
yet it was literally in its infancr, not yet three years old. This 
simple fact shows plainly that the natural advantages of the county 

C 
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were such as at first sight to attract the attention of those seeking 

homes and fortunes on the Western prairies. 

The Report of the County Treasurer for this year shows receipt~ 

to the amount of 21918 07., Feb. 4th. Business of the nature that 

most necssarily attend the organization of a new county, such as 

laying out roads, organizing School Districts, &c., occupied the 
time of the Commissioners during each session of the year. In 1858 

the Board consisted of John Lowry, H. Thompson and L. B. Bliss, 
This year, Emory Ivlape~ was elected Register of Deeds, G. v.,r. Baker 
Sheriff, and Wm. P. Brooks Treasurer. 

April 16th, 1858, the County was organized into towns, m1der the 

new State government, as follows : 

Township 105r Range 11, named .................................... ELMIRA, 

,, '' ,, 12, " -~ ...................... •m-••· •••••••••• ORIO~ .. 

" " " _13, " ........................ PU;ASANT GROVE. 

" " 

" " " 
u 1061 " 
" " " 
" " " 
" 107, " 
" " " 
" " " 
" 108, " 

" " " 
" 

,, 
" 

" . 106, " 
" " " --
" 107, " 
" " " 

14, " 

15, ,~ 

11, " 
12, " 
15 " ' 111 " 
12, " 
15, " 
15, " 
14, " 
13 

,, 
' 13, " 

14, " 
14, " 
13, " 

(including Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, £\ 
and · 6, of Township 104, in said 
Range) .................... Hrnu FOREST .. 

(including Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,. and 

6, in said Range) ......... RocK DELL .. 

............... White,vater, now DOVER. 

............... Springfield, now EYO'r.~. 

' •••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• - ••••.••• - ..... SALE){_ .. 

............................... I •••• -" •• Q.UIXCY C, 

UT h" "T.,. .............. n as mgton, now v IOLA..,. 

(except Sections 1, 2 and 3) KALM . .AR •. 

( and Sections 1, 2, and 3, Township 
107, Range 15) ........... NEw HAYEN .. 

••••••••••••••••••• •·· ••••••••••••• ORONOCO. 

............................... F AR1\IINGTON. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• !'" •••••• J\'IARION~ 

••• • • • •••••••••••• r• ............. RocIIESTEI?.. 

••• • •••r• • • • • 1 • • • • •• • • O' ■ •• • • • • •• • • • • .. C..:\SCA.DEc-

.............. Zumbro, now H.&vERIIILL. 
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On the 15th of September, 1858, D. M. Evans was elected Clerk of 
the County Board of Supervisors. In the spring of 1859, the follow­

ing named gentlemen compo,:-,ed the Couuty BoarJ of Supe1'\'isors, or, 
as it was called, the County Legislature; viz.: J. VV. Everstine, S. 
Risker. C. H. Lindsley, C. H. Short, Ethan Kimball, L. B. Bliss, T. S. 
Cornish, :M. Pearce, Abram Harkins, John Kilroy, E. Day, D. L. 
King, James Bucklin, G. C. Sheiks, T. T. Olds, J. A. Coffin, Cyrus 
Cornell, William Russell, David vVhitney, A. J. Doty, 0. A. Hadley, 

Chester Rose, J. VI. Everest. 

In 1859, L.B. Bliss was elected Register of Deeds; aga,in in 1861, 

1863, and 1865, and now holds the office. G. W. Baker was re-elected 

Sheriff, and vVm. P .. Brook~ as Treasurer. The bonds given by the 
Treasurer were $50,000. C. C. Jones was elected Clerk of the District 

Court-salary $300. l. A. Leonard, County Attorney-salary $400. 

In March, 1860, at the annual town meetings, the manner of con­
ducting the County affairs was again changed, and five Cornmjs­

sioners were elected· from the different commissioner districts. rrhe 

first Board of Commissioners was composed as follows : ~hos. Brooks1 

Chairman, Abram Harkins, Zebina Handerson, Richard Hull, and 

'\Vm. 1\L Pierce. D. M. Evans was removed from the office of County 

Auditor, and 0. A. Hadley appointed to fill the office. Mr. Hadley 

was elected Auditor in. 1860, and re-elected tn 1862. 

The following named persons have held County offices since the 

org-aniza tiou. as follows : 
V • 

SHERIFFS. 

R. McReady, 1855. 

P. Curtis, 1856, 1857. 
G. vV. Baker, 1858, '59, '60, '61. 

Horace Loomis, 1861, '63, '65. 

REGISTERS. 

J. N. McLane, 1855, '56, '57. 

Emory Mapes, 1858. 

L. B. Bliss, 1859, 1861, 1863, 

and 1865. 

AUDITORS. 

D. M. Evans, 1859, till the spring of 1860. 

0. A. Hadley, appointed in 1860; elected in 1860 and 1862 . 
.Abram Ha,rkins, 1864. 
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CLERKS OF COURT. 

C. C. Jones. 1859. 
I 

C.H. Lindsley, 1861; appointed. 

Reuben Reynolds, 1861, elected. 

Alfred Blanchard, 1865, elected. 

COUNTY ATTORNEYS. 

S. P. Jones, in 1858. 
J. A. Leonard, 1859. 

0. P. Stearns, 1861. 

L. Bnirber, 1862. 
0. 0. Baldwin, 1863. 

0. P. Stearns., 1.865. 

TREASURERS. 

Alfred Kinney, 1855. 1856. 

James A. Bucklin, 1857. 

W. P. Brooks, 1858, '59, '60. 
0. P. "\VhitcomlJ, 1861, '63, '65 .. 

The last named persons are now holding the various offices to which 

they were elected. 
.JUDGES OF PROBATE. 

Reuben Ottman, one year. 

Hiram Thompson, six years. 

The following persons have 

State Legislature: 

TuL "\V. Fay, four years. 

Reuben Reynolds, present Judge~ 

represented Olmsted County in the 

At the election in the fall of 1855, W. D. Lowry, of this city, was 

elected to the Council, or Senate, and J. H. Hartenbower to the Honse 

of Representatives of the Territory. Mr. Lowry held the office for two 
years. E. B. Barrows, of Pleasant Grove, was elected to the House of 

Representatives for 1857. 

The Constitution of th~ State having 1)eeu decided upon by the Con­

vention of Delegates, was submitted to the people for their ratification 

at the general election in the fall of 185·7. The Constitution providing 

for two Senators ancl four Representatives from each senatorial dis­

trict, the people of the County proceeded in their election upon th~ 

supposition that the Constitution would be adopted, and according1y 

elected the full representation thus provided for. C. H. Lindsley, of 

Rochester, and Emerson Hodges, of Eyota, were elected as Senators, 

and Sylvan-us Burgess, B. A. Power, Sam'l Lord and "\V. K. Tattersall, 

to the House of Representatives. 

In the fi.tll of 1858, P. 1?. Lawsbee, J. S. Sawyer, D. L. King, an,l 

G. I. Covell, were elected to the lower House; and Emerson Hoc1ges~ 
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~nd Dr. liector GallowaJ, of Oronoco, were chosen Senators. From 

some cause, the Legistature was not assembled during that year, and 

the genuine ,vorth of the elected niembers was not allowed an oppor­

tunity to enlighten and enrich the world, though the Senators held 

their office for two years, and came up to their wor1~ in the winter of 

1860, with G. vV. Green, A. J. Olds, Abram Ozmuu, and J. S. Sawyer, 

as their co11eagues in the lower branch of the Legislature. In the fall 

of that year S. P. Jones, of Rochester, wn.'s elected to the Senate, and 

Abram Harkins and W. K. Tattersall to the House of Representatives. 

}fr. Jones diec1 just before election in the fall of 1861, and J. V. 

Daniels was elected to fill the vacancy, and F. Johnson and Thomas 

Harris as Representatives. Mr. Daniels has been twice re-elected, and 
is the present incumbent. The following named gentlemen have 

served the County in the Legislature: In 1863, J. P. :Moulton and Z. 

Handerson; in 1864, J. B~ Moulton and T. H. Armstrong; in 1865, 

"\Vm. Teachout and '11
• H. Armstrong; in 1866, B. F. Perry and R. D. 

Hathawav. 

In the summer of 1863, Hon, James H. Baker having resigned the 

position of Secretary of State, David Blakely was appointed by Gov­

ernor Ramsey to fill the vacancy, and in the following year he was 

elected to the same position, which lie oceupied till January of the 

present year. Hon. T. H. Armstrong, of High Fore~t, is the present 

Lieutenant-Governor of the State. In 1864, Lloyd Barber, of R.oches­

ter, wa.s elected J uclge of the Third J udicia.l District, which positien 

he now occupies .. 

PRTNCIP AL STREAMS. 

THE principal streams that water and afford water-power to this 

County, consist of the various bran«hes of the Zumbro, the Root, and 

1Vhitev,rater rivers, Bear, Cascade and Silver Creeks, which are the 

only ones affording wat.er-povver, or are of any considerable size. There 

are two branches of the Zumbro running through this county. One 

branch, rising in the county of Dodge, and running through the towns 
of Kalmar, New Haven and Oronoco, into ,v abasha county, and run-
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ning through this county, empties into the Mississippi about four mile::; 
below the city of Wabasha. The other branch of the Zumbro rises in 

the town of VernonJ in Dodge county, and runs in this county through 

the townl? of Salem, Rochester, Haverhill, Cascade, and Oronoco, 

uniting in the t~wn of Oronoco with the middle branch. These two 

streams afford considerable water~power, the east branch turning the 

machinery of two fine flouring mills in the city of Rochester, which 

manufacture a large amount of flour for shipment to eastern cities, as 
well as the custom work for the country round about. The other 

branch, which runs through the western towns, gives motive power to 
three saw mills in the town of New Haven, and a flouring mill and 
other machinei·y in the village of Oronoco. The Zumbro river is said 

to have received its name from the Jesuit priests who visited Minne­

sota at au early period as missionaries to the Indians. It was name1-

by them in French, Les Ambras, signifying the embarrass, or river 

of obstructions, which name it was called by the Indians, and by 
the men who first settled here anglicized to Zun1bro. 

A flo·uring mill with two runs of stones is situated on Cascade Creek, 
-near whe1·e it empties into the, Zumbro, in the city ~f Rochester: The­

creek rises in the town of Cascade, and runs in a north-easterly 

direction through the town, winding its way through th"e valleys and 

over meadow lands till it loses itself in the more pretentious Zumbro .. 

Bear Creek has its origin in springs, bubbling up from the bosom 

of the earth among the highlands of Eyota, which form the water ledge 

or dividing ridge that separates the waters of the Whitewater and Root 

rivers, and is said to be the highest land in Olmsted County. Th~ 
stream flows in nea1·ly a westerly direction through the towns of Eyota.,. 
·Marion and Rochester, affo1·ding the only water-power after it reaches 

within the city limits, where it has a fall of about seventeen feet in a 

distance of some forty rods. The creek empties info the Zumbro river 

'near the center of the city. 

Silver Creek springs into life among the little hills in the town of 

Haverhill, and glides along gurgling and rippling among the shrubbery 

and leaping over pebbles, dancing in the sunligl1t or hidden iu tlrn 

luxuriant grasses1 till its size has become so increased as to make it a 
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!-l◊mewhat noticeable stream. It finds its way along towards its desti• 

na,tion, the Zumbro, which swallows up all smaller streams, and com­
ing from the eastern side where the banks are high, it has a descent of 
.about twenty feet iu a very few rods, before it reaches the level of the 
nver. 

Root River rises in Dodge County, and runs in an easterly direction 

through the southern tier of towns, Rock Dell, High Forest, Pleasant 
Grove, Orion and Elmira, then through the counties of Fillmore and 
Houston, and empties into the lvlississippi ~elow La Crescent. This 
river supplies the power for driving a grist mill at High Forest, another 
at Stewartville, and a saw mill in the town of Elmira, near the village 

of Chatfield. 
The \Vhitewater, or the principal branch of that stream, rises in the 

town of Eyota, and runs through the towns of Dover and Quincy, theu 
enters vVabasha County and runs eastward, emptying into the Missis­
sippi at or near :Minneiska. One branch of this 'stream rises in a 
mammoth spring in the town of Dover, and running through the town 
of Quincy affords 1)ower to driv~ the machinery of a grist mill and a 
flaw mill, which contribute much to the convenience of the people iu 

that vicinity. Still another branch rises in the town of Viola, and 
running through the towns of Elgin and Plainview in Wabasha County, 
enters this county again in the town of Quincy, affording fin~ water­
po,ver at three different points in the town. 

All of these streams are of a sober and orderly character, at mo..~t 
seasons of the year; but as the warm weather of spring comes tm, 
m1,ocking the streams and swamps from their icy fetters, and melting 
the snows of winter, they frequently get on a great frolic, and overflow 

their lmnks, get high, and in their splurging along tear down bridges 

and blockade the roads, creating great iuconYenience to the traveling 
puhlic. 

COUXTY NEWSPAPERS. 

~rag first newspaper published in this County was started in the fa11 
of 1856, only two years after the first occupancy of the County hy 

white men, showing- emphatically how closely education follows upon 
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the heels of civilization, and the demands of the people for iaformatiuu,. 

::,,s well as the rapidity of the improvements iu a country newly settled 

by enterprising people. 

THE 0RoNoco COURIER, a seven column newspaper, was estab1ishec1 

at Oronoco in the fall of 185G, by a joint-stock company consisting of 

Leonard B. Hodges, John B. Clark, E. S. Co1lins, Reuben Ottman, 

and E. Allen Power. The press and other material were purchased in 

Dubuque, Iowa, of J.B. Cowan & Co., anrl .Tohn B. Flynn, of that 

city, was employed as foreman of the office. The company engaged 

the services of Dr. H. Galloway, now of Rochester, as editor in chief, 

and E. Allen Power as gatherer of local items. Tbe paper was con­
ducted with ability, and ranked among the first-class newspapers of 

the Territory. In 1857, when the financial crisis approached, the sun 

o.f the Courier's existence set, not in clouds and thick darkness, but in 

a blaze of glory, 
" Like a warrior taking his rest, 
With. his ma.rtial cloak around him."' 

THE OLMSTED COUNTY J OURNA.L.-In the winter of }8;j 7, Messrs~ 

Evans and Robbins came to Rochester from the Ea3t, arnl established 

tlie Olmsted County Journal, which was conducted upon the indepen­

dent plan until the following fall, when the office was sold to John H. 

Hyatt and i\!L L. Stewart, who commenced the publication of the 

Rochester Free Press in January, 1858. These gentlemen continued 

the publication of the paper until the June following, when they in turn 

sold out to F. A. Soule, who continued to publish it on the pun-ch­

lock system, with himself as ec1itor, and J. R. Drew as publisher, for 

ahout one year, when it was discontinued. 

THE RoCHESTJ~R DE:l\iOORAT, was est:1hlishell under Democratic 

patronage, in September, 1857, by Charles Cottom. This was an 

eight-column paper, printed on bourgeoise type, finely executed, an.d 

in politics just what its name indicates. It was the first and only 
~ , 

Democratic paper ever published in the county. 1Ir. Cottom contin-

uoo. the publication of the Democrat until November, 1859, when, :fincl­

ing that the income of the office was not sufficient to pay expenses ancl 
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1iy_uidate the mortgage tha,t he hau put upon it, it --sas v;mmd nr., and 

in its death the democracy }o:,t a, f.:tiLhful ally, arnl their on1y organ. 

T1rn RocHESTER CrTY N mvs, made its first a.ppearance about the 

last of October. 1859, under the management of C. '\V. B1aisde11, ·who 

was nlso proprietor. The f..1ews was a neutra1 1mper, having no fixed 

principles about anything, but striving to accommodate itself to all; 

.and as :1 consequence meeting with very poor success. The News 
survived only about one yerr. 

THE RocHESTER Crry Pos·r, made its debut in . Olmsted. County 

society al)out tl1e 1st of Novem1)er, 1859, ii1 the city of Rcel1ester, 

under the control and proprieto1·ship of 1fe::;srs. Blakeley arnl Bro., 
both of ,~horn were practical })rinte-:..·s and hrn,iness men. The Post 
was Republican in politics, and as the nu-1.jority of the J)eople in the 

county were of the same political stripe, it cou11l hnn11y fail of success. 
County l)nttona.ge, State patronage, and. priYate patl'onnge, ·flowed in 

upon them, and the Post soon became 011e of t11e j11:-;titntions of the city 

and county, and so pro~perous was the lY:.1~i11ess t1rnt it still flour­

ishes, and is in the seventh :rear of its progression. After conch1cting 

the paper for six ye~ws, 1riess1·:-;. Bla.ke1ey sold their entire interest to 
Messrs. Leonard and Booth, who materially enlarged it, ancl changed 

it from folio to quarto form, ·with si:x columns to the page, making it a_ 
forty-eight column paper as it is now published. 

THE RocHESTER REPUBLicxx.-In the fall of 1860, when the 

Rochester City News e:q)ired, the 1nate1·ia.l was purchased by W. H. 

Mitchell & Co., ancl the Rocheste1· Republican. a radical Republican 

paper, emerged from the debri8. Thjs paper, though originally started 

with old material, has- kept on gaining ground till it stands equal with 

a!1y of the weekly newspape-:.·s in the State. Mr. :?tEtchell continued a.s 

editor and proprietor of the paper until the fall of 1865, when he trans­

ferred it to :Messri?. Shaver & Eaton, the present proprietors, by whom 

it is conducted with aLi1ity n,nd success. 

The Republican and Post have a.bout an equal circulation, and will 

.both .Qf them 1·n.nk among first-class weekly newspapers either West or 

East. 



EDUCATION AL. 
THE educationa,l interests of Olmsted County, though they have not 

received the attention that they should have done, have nevertheless 

assumed a not unimportant position in the history of its growth and 

prosperity. The munificent grant of lands to this State, to aid in the 

maintenance of public schools, by the General Government, has 

yielded a revenue that has raised a burden from the shoulders of many 

a brave pioneer who hrLs buffeted the strong waves of adversity, and 

through toil and stern priv-a.tion succeeded in establishing for them­
:Belves and their loved ones a home, at the same time to educate their 

children, without drawing upon their hard-earned savings to pay the 

teachers who were to guide their steps up the difficult paths of science. 

There has not b(;en as much interest exhibited in the mo!·e populous 

districts in regard to the erection of suitable buildings for school pur• 

poses, as in those more sparsely settled. There are in the county at 
t~is time p;eventy-seven school-houses. Three of them are built of stone, 

forty-nine are framed buildings, a.ncl twenty-five of logs. Most of them 

are in nea.t and pleasant locations, anu of sufficient capacity to accom­

modate the pupils that wish to attend. Some of them are capacious 

and elegant for country school houses, and nearly aU are furnished 

with charts, maps and black-boards, and such other furniture as helps 

in the culture of the mind, and prepa.re!:i for the rich harvest of idea~ 
and expressed thought. 

The first school-house built in the County was in the town of Elmira, 

near the village of Chatfield. This honse ,vas built in 1856, near the 

re-si dence of F . .A. Coffin. 

In the summer of 1865, there were 101 public schools taught in the 

county but in the winter of 1865-6 there were only 77, just the number 

of school-houses, and nine private or select schools. The amount paid 

to teachers out of the public Treasury in the year 1865 was between 

'$9,000 and $10,000. The number of male teachers was 32, with an 

average wages of $26.42 per month; female teachers 111, with an 
average wages of 14.68 per month. Tbe a,verA.ge of wages paid the 
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female teachers engaged in teaching the present summer ( 1866) is 

$18. The amount of money paid hy the Co1:nty Treasurer to the dif­

ferent districts in the year 1865, was $9,4'29. 7~1. The amount. raised 

by tax for the purpose of building school-houses, the same year, wa~ 

$4,778.82. 

A.t the last town meeting, the citizens of S[l.lem voted to levy a tax 

of $1,750, for the purpose of erecting a building to be used both as 

Town Hall and for public school. . Marion rmd Ornnooo are likewise 

taking measures to establish n. system of graded sel1•;i"11s, and to erect 

~uitahle buildings for that purpose. The city of Rochester 1-laving 

never expended any money in building t;heap concerns for tempora1·y 
purposes, has wisely concluded that the time has eome when they can 

afford to erect such bu·ildings as will be an ornament to the city, and 

will accommodate all pupils for many years to come; and a.t the hist 

charter election the citizens voted to levy a tax. of $25,000, to be used 

in building school-houses. The plan is, to build two fine brick edifices 

the present year, one in En.st Rochester and one in the Third "\Vard, 

and in 18G7 a, large central building, which will probably be located in 
the Second Ward. A. system ot graded schools is to be established; 

and when these pbns are carried into effect Rochester will stand 

second to no city in the State in point of ec.1 uca.tional facilities. Local 

enterprise ancl energy will accornp1ish for Rochester what the location 

of normal schools will do for some other towns, in the erection and 

completion of ·school buildings; and if the interest keeps pace with 
the growth and prosperity of the city7 facilities will soon be offered in 

this city fo!· obtaining an education tha.t will not be excelled by any in 

the West. 

In October, 1865, the County CommiHsioners, in accordance with 

the provisions of law making it their duty to appoint a Colmty Super­

intendent of Schools, appointed Sadorcl Niks, of Salem, to that posi­

t.ion. 1Ir. Niles immediately entered upon the discharge of the dutiei 

of his office, and in N OYember m·ganized a Teachers' Institute, the 

first session of which was held in the Baptist Church in the city of 

Rochester. The Institute was attended by the teachers in the county 

t.o the number of forty-five 7 as ·well as many from abroad. Lectures 
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and discu.s.:iiou:, occupied the evenings, in which not only teachers and 

SupcrinteuJent. iuuk part, hut many- of the leading citizens of the city, 

and a feeling was awakened that the needs of the county in an educa­

tional point of view must be promptly attended. to. :M:r. Niles abund~ 

antly proved his eminent fitness for the position assigned him, and the 

confidence c:xprossec1 of his abilities by the Commissioners, while con­

ducting the exercises of the Ins6tute. The second or semi-annual 

session of the Teachers' Institute was held at :Morton :Hall, in the city 

of Rochester, commencing on Monday, the 1·7th of April, 1866; and 

the increased interest exhibited by the number of teachers present, 

and the feeling manifest.eel by the citizens, shO\ved in an indisputable 

manner that the seed smn1 was springing up to ripen into a generous 
harvest. :More than one hundred names of teachers were enrolled at 

its last session, which conti1111ed for tv..-o ,veeks with a, continually 

growing interest. The Teachers' Institute may now be set down as 

one of the established institutions of the county. 

A short sketch of the Rochester Female Institute, furnished by Rev. 

Sheldon Jackson, will be of interest to all: 

THE ROCHESTI<JH, FE:i.\[ALE INSTI1'uTE 

Grew out of a recogn~zed ,vant on the part of parents in Southern 

:Minnesota for a school near at home, where their daughters could 

receive the benefit of a thorough and finished education, without the 

expense of a trip to Eastern Schools. 

In the foll of 1864 the Institute commenced its sessions, in Dr. 

Allen's block, with seventeen young ladies. As the school became 

known the attendance rapidly increased, until during the year the 

.number reached one hundred and fifty. 

At_ the opening of the second term_, the School was moved to the new 
suite of rooms expressly built for its use in the Presbyterian Church.. 

In the summer of 1865, the fine resiclence and grounds of :Mr. Moses1 

adjoining the ~chool-room, were secured, and are now· occupied with 

the Boarding and Music departments. But notwithstanding this 

increase of accommodation, the school is stil:l so straitened for room 

that it is proposed during the next summer to enlarge .the niain build-
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ing to doul)1c its present capacity. During the past wintrr the Inst1-

tution has become incorporn.tccl under the laws of the State, and is now 

prepared to confer the degrees usual to such institutions, u1Jo11 the 

c·ompletion of a full aud regular course of study. 

Under the efficient mGnagement of Mrs. M. R. Andrews and Mrs. 
1'L M. Rice, the able principals, the Institute took at once the first rank 

among the educational institutions of Rochester, and won an enviable 

reputation throughout the State. 1\..nd from the concurrent representa­

tions of all who have watche<l. the 1,rogre:::;i:; of the school, it well 

deserves this reputation. 

The course of study includes the branches usually taught in first­

class institutions East ; due attention being given to ornamental as 

well as moTe solid acquirements. Under the direction of teachers 

·who combine in so great a <:egree all the requisites for successful 

fomaJe teachen;;, as :l\Iiss Downing (since gone to China as a mi_ssionary), 

:Miss Jennie Smith in the adntnced department, and :Miss Li11ie Smith 

in r.Iusic, the pupil is taught to master and understand the branches 

8be studies, her moral and s~cial being is cultivated and affectionately 

watched over with parental fidelity and vigilance. 
Indeed, the mode of instruction and management of the pupils­

their moral and social training-all unite to render this institution not 

only worthy of the pn,tronage of every parent ,vho seeks the highest 
welfare of his daughters, but a1so a matter of just pride to our 

cmzens. 

-----... ............... ►----

CHUR{JH ORGANIZATIONS. 

Fo1t the short space of time since the country was orgn.nized, it is 

ion1e·what interesting to note the l)rogress and growth of the various 

religious organizations that have been established in this county. Tha 

Methodist was the first to find a foot-hold ; 3:nd from its itinerant cug­

ton1s is entirely the best adapted to pioneer ·1ife, and is perhaps tha 

best adapted to meet the re'quircments of a new country, from the 

particularly free and natural mode of ·worship. This organizatiou 
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probably numbers more members than any other in the "'i,V est eveu. 
The pastors of the different Churches have kindly furnished us with 

sketches of the orO"anization and proo-ress of the <liflereut denomiuutions 0 0 

throughout the county, which we shall give our readers as they have 
been given us : 

SKETCH OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ROCHESTER, MINN, 

In the fall of 1858, the Rev. D. C. Lyon setGecl at Winona, aml 
during the following summer the Rev. Sheldon J·ackson settled at La 

Crescent, Houston county. These two ministers were the pioneers of 
Old School Presbyterianism in Southern Minnesota. 

In addition to preaching in the places where they resided, they 
endeavored to visit and preach in all the neighboring places. 

It was during such a missionary tour, made by_ the Rev. Sheldon 

Jackson through the counties of Houston, Fillmore, Mower, Fr·eeborn~ 
Steele, Dodge, Olmsted, and "\Yinona, that Rochester was reached ou 

the 29th of January, 1861. 

Finding a few who had formerly been connected with Presbyterian 
Churches in other places, he agreed to remain and preach for them 
on the following Sabbath. The services were held in the Court House. 
On the 9th of February, Rev. J. C. Caldwell, Pre~byterian Missionary 

f~r Minnesota1. visited the place, and preached on Sabbath. Learning 
that the Rev. Mr. Jackson was expected to return that week, he re­
mained over. On the arrival ·of :Ofr. Jackson, they together canv,~ssed 
the place, and judged that the way was open for the organization of a 
Presbyterian Church. 

Accordingly, on Sabbath, l'lth February, 1861, in :M:orton Hall, 

they organized the First Presbyterian Church of Rochester, with. four 
members ; these being Mrs. John R. Cook, :Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
McBride, and Mr. John H. Hyatt. Two weeks later, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Hyatt and !,ir. and Mrs. George Miller were added to their number. 
Mr. Miller was"' elected the first Ruling Elder. · 

A few weeks after, the Church secured the services of the Rev. 

Robert F. Taylor, whose memory is still fragrant among our older 
\, 
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citizens. Owing to ill health, he was compelled to relinquish his 
char!rn after six months''labor. 

u . 

At the breaking out of the rebellion, the Rev. George Ainslie was 
driven from his field of labor among the Choctaw India.ns,, because of 
his out-spoken loyalty to the Union. After variouo vicissitudes h~ 
reached Minnesota, seeking a field of labor. Receiving an invitation 
fro1n this Church, he commenced his labors here in January, 1862. 
He entered upon his work with the enthusiasm begot by his missionary 
training. Amid many discouragements, he pushed forward the work 
with zeal. Seeking to reach all the destitute neighborhoods around1 

he found the ·work so increased on bis hands that he requested permis~ 
sion to resign the village charge, in order to give himself more entirely 
to the missionary work. This not meeting the wishes of the church, 
he asked that a call might be made out to the Rev. Sheldon Jackson to 
become co-pastor with him, ancl take charge of th"e city work, Accord­
i.11gly, in 1'.Iarch, 1864, a, unanimous call was made out for the services 
of Mr. Jackson; which call was accepted. From this time the Church 
entered upon an enlarged sphere of action. 

Immediate steps were taken toward securing a church building. 
~fr. Jackson was sent East to solicit funds fron1 Eastern churches. 

I 

and returned in the -fall with from $4,000 to $5,000. 

In September, gronnd was broken for their building upon the corner 
of Zumbro and Prospect streets; and by the 1st of December, undei· 
the efficient su11erintendence of 1v1r. P. F. Lawshe, the church was &-o 
far advanced towards completion, that the congregation commenced 
worship in the basement. In the summer of 1865, the l)uilding (36 by 

60 feet, with spire and stained glass windows) was finished, forming 
one of the most tasteful and complete church edifices in the Stat€• 
The cost of the church edifice was about $8.000. This same season a 

/ 

1,500-pound bell was placed in the tower, and a commodious manse 
built in the rear of the church. 

The spiritual prosperity of this Church has kept pace with its 
material prosperity; four prayer-meetings are maintained by its 
members, The Sabbath School in two years has increased from 
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twenty to one hundred and fifty j and the rrcmbcrship in five and a 

half years from four to one hundred. 

In addition to regular services in the city, its pastors have supplied 
from ten to :fifteen country neighborhoods around, and its members 
sustained from three to five Sabbath Schools during the summer. 

PROTEST.AXT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

"Calvary Parish" was organized on the 7th day of June, lSGO, 
under the direction of Rev. Charles "\Voodward, A. 1'1., the present 
pastor, then having missionary charge of an extensive circuit of which 
Rochester was one of the principal stations. The following year a site 
for a church edifice, comprising four lots, was secured on Zurn bro 
street, upon which. one year later, the corner stone of the future edifice 
under the style of "Calntry Chapel," ,vas laid, with appropriate religi­
ous ceremonies, and an address by the Rector. A tin box deposited 
beneath the corner stone contains, among other documents, various 
mi~sionary and other journals, including copies of the Rochester City 

' Post and the Republican. 

Thf building thus begun was gradually brought to its completion, 
as the means of the parish ,v-ould allow, and finally consecrated to the 
service of Goel, the Divine Trinity, by the R~ght Rev. Henry Benjamin. 
"'\Vhipple, D. D., on the 28th day of January, lSGG. It is a small but 
neat and substantial brick edifice, capable of seating about one hun­
dred and fifty persons ; and costing, with furniture, _over $2,500, the 
larger part of which was raised within the parish, ·much credit being 
due to the ladies of the "Parish Aid Society," for their untiring labors 
in this behalf. The value of the whole church property, including the 
amp1e and eligible site upon which the Chapel stands, may be esti­
mated at the present time at $4,000. 

This parish, though small and feeble in its origin. and from time to 
time weakened by the death or removal of some of its most active and 

' . 

influential me~bers, has had a steady and healthful growth. Since its 
.organization over one hundred persons have been admitted to member­
·ship in the Church by holy baptism; and more than fifty have been 
·confirmed. 
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THhl ~H~THODIS'f EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

~'or the following sketch of the ~LE. Church in Olmsted County, 

a11d in the city of Rochester, we are indebted to E. E. Payne, General 
Agent of the A~erican Bible Society: 

In giving a brief history of the rise, progress and present condition 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Olmsted County, much difficulty 

has. been experienced in obtaining _the requisite knowledge for such a. 
tu.:.;k, owing to the short time allowed; but such information as could 

be obtained by inquiring of the "oldest inhabitant" is here presented. 

FrnsT RELIGIOUS MEETING A~D Si,;n.:uox.-It is believed that 

Rev-. :Oir. Fredmore, a }fethodist 1ninister residing in Iowa, preached 
the first sermon in this county, on Sunda.y, J uue 4, 1854, in Kinney's 

Grove, one mile south-ea.st of the now village of Marion, then called 
the town of Finley. 

Regular prayer and conference meetings were held from that time 

until l\ilarch 28, 1855, when the first Methodist cla~s was formed 

in this county, from which the organization of the 1\1. E. Chu1·ch dates. 

It consisted of ten member:;, namely: Nathan S. Phelps, Leacler; LeYi 

)I. Phelps, Exhorter; Phebe Phelps, Loretta. Phelps, Eleazer C. 

Phelps, Margaret E. Phelps, L. P. Phelps, Resin Phelps, James Rutan, 

Mary Rutan. 

Rev. Benj. Crist orga.uizeu the class, being the first minister 

sent by Conference to this portion of 1finuesota, having been appointed 
l)J the ,visconsin Conference in 1854 to the Brownsville Mission, com• 

}>rising then nearly all Southern :Minnesota. He arrived at Pleasant 

C rove, Marion, &c., in this county, and preached occasionally during 
the fall, and the ·winter of 1854-5r1. 

Rev. David Brooks wa::i appointed Presiding Elder hy the same Con-, 
terence for ~Iinne~ota, but his labors were confined mostly to the 
·river towns a,nd further north, so tha.t we do not hear of his labors here 

FrR8'l' Qu.AR'l'ER.LY MEE'l'ISG-.-ln September, 1855, Rev. Norris 

Ifobart, present p.i:-;tor of the Church in Rochester, was appointed 
!>residing Elder for the "\Yi1iona Di~trict, and held the first ,quarterly 

D 
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meeting at Oronoco,on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 3d and 4th, 1855; 

at which he assisted on Saturday to clear and seat a room in the old 

store building, and preached a short sermon to six persons, from Mat. 

xviii. 11. On the Sunday following about forty-five were present, and 

a collection of $15. 75 was taken up; the largest collection, for the 

number of persons, he ever saw. The Rev. Nelson :M:oon had been 

appointed to the Oronoco mission only a few weeks previous. Rev. D. 

L. King, of Kalmar, and Rev. tT. A. '\Ving, now of Marion, were present 

at said meeting, and preached from time to time in various parts of 
~~~ . 

Rev. D. Cobb was the next Presiding Elder on this District, from 

1857to 1861, when Rochester was attached to Red Wing District. Rev. 

Silas Bolles succeeded Elder Cobb until the spring of 1865, when Rev. 
N. Hobart was again employed to fill vacancy until Conference in 

September, 1865, when Rev. Ezra Tucker was appointed Elder. ou 

the Red Wing District, and Rev. Joseph Peregrine on the vVinona Dis­

trict, which includes the eastern portion of this county. 

1'here are only three church edifices belonging to the Methodists in 

'the county, one at Marion, one at High Forest, and one at Rochester 

now in process of completion. 

From the 1st class of ten in 1855, the membeiship has increased in 

eie·ven years to twenty-five classes numbering about six hundred mem­

bers. Pleasant Grove was among the first preaching places in the 

county, first visited by Rev. B. Crist in 1854. 

The first Methodist sermon preached in Rochester of which we can 

-obtain any account was by Rev. Nelson Moon, at the house of 1ir. 
Crabb, some time during the winter of 1855-6. Rev. Mr. ~loon, then 

on the Oronoco Mission, and Rev. S. A. "\Ying preached a few times 

during the winter. September 14, 1856, Rev. 1Ir. Walker preached in 

the Log School House in east Rochester, aft~r which the first class 

meeting was held. November, 1856, Rev. J.M. Rogers who succeeded 

Rev. Mr. Moon on the Oronoco Mission, came to Rochester and 

preached; o!·ganizing the first class. February 14th and 15th, 185a7~ 

the first quarterly meeting was held, and in the absence of Elder Ho­

bart, Rev. Mr. Rogers and Rev. Ezra Lathrop preached. 
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The first class was composed of seven persons, viz: J.P. Emerick 

and wife, L. 1,Vynkoop and wife, D. F. Gasway and wife, and Mrs. 
Mary Barncard, the first two and last of whom are now residing here. 

The Rev. S. N. Forest was the first minister sent to Rochester in 

September, 185'7, who remained here until his death in April, 1859'" 

The Rev. G. A. Phoebus, Elijah Fate and others, supplied the desk 

until October, when Rev. Ezra Tucker, our present Presiding 

Elder was appointed to this charge and remained until succeeded by 
Rev. G. ,V. T. Wright, in October, 1861; he also remained two years 

and was followed by Mr. Chambers the two succeeding years unti~ 

September, 1865, when Elder Hobart our present pastor took charge 

of the work under whose labors the church has been greatly blessed. 

The several places of worship which have been occupied by this 

c.burch are as numerous as their ministers have been, viz: first a 
private house, then the log school house, the Court House, LeSuer's 

Hall, Head's Hall, :M:orton Hall, the old Ball Alley, the present parson­

age which was erected for a church, Smith's Hall from the time it 
was completed until November, 1865, when they commenced worship 
in the basement of their new brick church. 

In February, 1857, only 7 members, during the next seven monthg 

their members were dpuhled. The succeeding eighteen months during 

the services of Rev. Mr. Forest their members were trebled, and during 

the month of April, 1859, through the indefatigable labors of Elder 

Cobb, forty-five were added to the church, making some eighty meru 

bers. "\Ve then find it at a stand still. Minutes of 1861, report the 

same number .including probationers. In September, 1862, we find 

the ~umber increasing to ninety-nine; in 1863 to one hundred and 
eleven, during the succeeding two years under many discouraging 

circumstances our next increase was thirty-nine, during the past six. 

months ninety-six have been added to the church, making our present 
number including probationers two hurn'red and twenty-five. 

The foundation of our church edifice was laid in the fall oi 1864:; 

and during the season of 1865, was so far completed as to enable us to 
occupy it .November 12, 1865. The building is 40x72, two storie~, 
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huilt of brick, and when completed· will rank amon;r the first churehe~ 
of our State. 

About six thousand three hundred and seventy#four· dollars have 

already been expended on the Church, and when: finished it will ha-ve 
cost not less than $10,000. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 

The following sketch of the early history of the Congr:egationw1 

Church in Rochester, is given us by Rev. Robert Yv elch, a Jh-ee \Vill 

Baptist Minister, who was one of the pioneers of religion in. this new 
country. He says : · 

I first came to Rochester about the middle of J annary, 18551 and. 
held meetings for six or eight sabbaths in the log dwelling house of 
:Mr. Head, which was also a tavern. The families then iu the neigh­

borhood, with a number of persons who had come here to make claims, 

and put up shanties, made up the first congregation in Rochester. In; 

April of the same year, I moYed my family here and preached to the 

people in my own house till about the first of June, when Rev. 

Reuben Reynolds came in and I resigned the congregation to him. 

1ieetings were next held in a log school house, stau<ling some thirty 

or forty rods south east of the College street bridge, which was userl fi)r 

meetings and a school until sometime in the month of December, 185 7, 
when the ba·sement of the Court Honse was substituted for both 

purposes. 

M,r. Reynolds, from the time he became a resident in June, 1855, 

preached in the log school house until August, 185 7. Mr. Thos. Tait.1 

.a licensed preacher from Scotland, and ~Ir. E. 0. Burnham, a. licentiate 
from the State of New York, occasionally aiding him. In the summer 

of 1857, Mr. Reynolds, who was a regular Congregational minister in 

l\Iichigan, having adopted other than orthodox congregational senti­

ments, retired from the ministry. Until the close of the summer of 

1857, no other religious services were held in the town than those meu-

~ioned. At thi~ time however, Re,r. E. Westcott from New York, came 

and took charge of the· Baptist interest, and ReY. S. N. Forrest orgau­

izecl (;l. class of Methodists .. 
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Rev. E. Clark from Massachusetts, took charge of the Congregational 
interest about the first of September, 185';. A few weeks preYious, 

through the ag~ucy of ~Ir. Reynolds, an ecclesia!Stical society had beeu 
formed called the "First Congregational Church and Society of Roch­

ester." This church was founded upon a basis so liberal that Christi­
anity in all its forms could gain admission, and infidelity, unless it 
choose to do so, need not remain outside. 

After Mr. :Reynolds had ceased his labors as minister, an effort w~ 

made to amend the creed of the church so .as to have it conform to the 
creeds of the orthodox Congregational Churches. As success did not 
attend the effort, after much discussion which continued from meeting 
to meeting, during some months, it was resolved to organize a new 

church. Accordingly on the 3d day of January, 1858, a church was 

organized, to be called the "Congregational Church of Rochester.': 

The Church was organized with four members of the former Church,. 
and eight others who had been members elsewhe1·e, and who presented 
letters from their respective churches certifying t.heir standing. 

The Church now numbers some eighty or ninety members, and is in 
a fl?urishing conditj.on. They have recently erected a fine brick edifice 
for public worship, 40x60 feet in size, finished and furnished in good 

style ; the whole at a cost of about $9,000. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

For the fo1lowing record of the Baptist Church, we are indebted to 
Rev. D. N. Mason: 

On the 17th day of June, 1857, six Baptist brethren, who had but 
recently came from their old homes and churehes in the east, assembled 
at what was then:known as the log school house, and there resolved to 
,organize themselves into a Baptist Church. From that time regular 
meetings were held, but· the organization was not perfected until the 
22d of August the same year, at which time a meeting was held in the 
log school house and seventeen persons gave in their letters of dismis­
sioi:i and recommendation from their respective churches, to constitute 
t~e first Baptist Church of Rochester. The Church, on the day their 
organization was completed, elected a pastor, the Rev. E. Westcott,. . . . 
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who had but a few days previous came from New York. His salary 
was fixed at $600 per annu:m, one half to be paid by the Church and 
the other half by the Baptist Home Missionary Society. A.t the same 
meeting the Church appointed their Pastor and several brethren to 
represent the body at the annual meeting of an association of Baptist 
Churches, known as The Southern :Minnesota Baptist Association, to 
. be convened at Richland on the 26th and 27th qf August. At this 
meeting the First Baptist Church of Rochester was duly recognized 
and admitted a member of the Association. 

The Church had ah·eady taken steps to secure a commodious room, 
,in which to hold· religious· services, which resulted in the engagement 
of a room on Main street, known as :Morton Hall, which was opened 
for public worship on the last Sunday of August, 185'7. 

The stated services of the Church fi:om the time of its organization 
have varied little from the following: Preaching each Sunday, morn· 
ing and evening; Sabbath School intervening; Prayer meeting on 

'Wednesday 'evening; Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of each altern­
ate month; Church meeting on the Saturday before the first Sunday 
of every month. 

On the 27th of February, 1858, a resolution to build a house of 
worship was passed, and the location for the same was decided upon. 
At this time, the church numbered but thirty-eight members, and 

many of them were subject to the distracting inconveniences incident 

to beginning anew in a new country. Many of them uncertain whether 
Rochester would be to them more than a temporaryresting place. None 
knew, of course, what would be the success of the newly started town. 
Nevertheless, they undertook to build a house for the worship of God, 
and on the 30th of October, of the same year, they held their first reli­
gious service in their new church. The house is situated on Zumbro_ 
street near to the river; is 30x40 feet, and cost originally $1050. At 
the completion-of the church a balance of $400 remained to be provid. 

--ed for, the interest on which, together with a sum since expended for 
bJh1ds, painting and graining, papering and carpeting, makes the 
wh.ole cost of the house in its present neatly finished state more than 
$1500. The house is free from ineumbrance. 
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A Sabha.th school was organized soon after the church was consti­
tuted, and soon numbered one hundred members including teachers 
and officers. The school has been in progress from the first, winter 
and summer. Several times the library ot the school has been 
exchanged or given to feebler schools and replaced by new. There are 
a.bout one hundred and twenty members in the school at present ; 
three hundred volumes, nearly new, in the lib~ary; one hundred sab­
bath school papers are distributed gratis every month. 

The first addition to the church by baptism, was on the 7th of Feb­
ruary, 1858. The church has been blessed with four revival seasons. 
The first was in the winter of 1859, under the labors of Rev. E. West­
cott, the Pastor, in which ten were added to the church by baptism. 
The second occurred in the winter of 186.1, under the labors of the 
present pastor, Rev. D. N. Mason, assisted by Rev. A. P. Graves, then 
pastor at Lake City, during which twenty-six members were added to 
the church; 18 by baptism. 

The third was in the spring of '63, the pastor, assisted during extra 
meetings by Rev. G. W. Fuller, then pastor at Chatfield; nine were 
added to the church, seven by baptism. The fourth revival occuned-

in the winter of '66, the pastor assisted by Rev. B. Wharton ofWaba~ 

sha; 52 members were added to the church, 35 by baptism. 
A.dditions by baptism have been made to the church every year 

since its organization, except one, as follows: 1858, 3 were baptized; 
1859, 12,-1860., 1-1861, 20,-1862, ·o,-1sss, 9,-1864, 1,-1856, 22 

1866, 35. Total of baptism since the organization, 83. The whole 
number of members connected with the church since its organization, 
is 2~1. Number of deceased, 16; present membership, 132. 

The c_hurch has made stated contributions to benevolent objects, but 
the sum of such offering cannot be definitely stated. 

Rev. E. Westcott, whose pastorate began with the history of the 
church, served the church in his office three years, his pastorate ter­
minating July 30, 1860. From this date to November 4th, of the same 
ye~r, the church was without a pastor and had no regular preaching; 
however, their sabbath school, prayer meetings and church meetings 
were steadily continued. In November, the present pastor, then not 
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ordained, was engaged to preach for the church six months. At the 

expiration of this term, the church called :Mr. ~Iason to ordination, 

which being advised by a council of church convened at Rochester, 

May 4th: 1861, took place May 5 ... After ordination, the church called 

Mr.· Mason to the Pastorate, which office he still holds. 

UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 

In the spring of 1860, Rev. I. M. Westfall came to Rochester and 

preached the first Universalist sermon ever delivered in this place. An 

informal organization of Universalism was effected soon after Mr. 
W estfall's removal here, the society consisting of about forty mem -
bers. lt-Ieetings were held in Compton's Hall, ( now Porter House) 

every alternate Sabbath; the pastor preaching at Mantorville, Cascade, 

Spring Valley, and other places on the intervening Sabbaths. 

Services in the city were well attended and the cause prospered equal 

to the hopes of its most ardent friends. But the war coming on and a 

large number of the young men of the society and congregation, enlist• 

ing into the service, interest and courage in the movement began to 
_decline, and in the fall of 18637 Mr. Westfall removed from the place 

and meetings were 8ntirely suspende~. 
In January 1866, _another effort was made to establish Universalism 

in Rochester. A two days meeting was appointed to be held on the 

23d and 24th days of that month. A heavy snow storm which had 

prevailed a short time previous to the day appointed for the meeting, 

had. filled the roads with snow drifts, rendering travel next to impossi­

ble. Rev. S. \Vakefield, then of Elkader, Iowa, was present at the 

meeting, who, with Rev. S. W. Eat01i, resident at Rochester, was 

the only clergyman in attendance. 

'.f he congregations were not large, but an interest was elicited which 

eulminated in the organization of a U nivei·salist Society early in th~ 

March following. The society organized with nearly thirty members1 

which number was increased shortly after to over fifty. Mr. Wakefield 

,vas the unanimous choice of the Society as pastor, and he removed to 

Rochester directly afterwards and entered upon the discharge of' his 
. . 

pastoral duties. The Society rented the upper room in the Court House 

building., where services are held every Sabbath, morning and evening 
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A Sabbath School was very soon organized, numbering some thirty 

scholars, since which sevel'al more have been added. The school is 
11rovided with a small, though well selected library, together with a col­
lection of service and(class books, all 1·ecently purchased at the U niver­
salist New England Publishing House, ~oston, Mass. 

The Society has purchased grounds nearly opposite the Congrega­
tional Church upon which to erect a church. Sufficient funds, have been 
secured aud arrangements made for the building of a church edifice. 
the present season. 

There are many believers in the doctrine of Universal salvation,, 
resident in the county. Meetings have been held in Pleasant Grove, 
Quincy, Viola, New Haven, Cascade, Haverhill, Farmington and 
perhaps other towns by different U universalist clergymen, which were 
uniformly well attended and charact~rized by candid and res11ectfo.l 
attention; 

"THE FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY" OF ROCHES1'ER. 

FROM the early settlement of the town, there has been a liberal reli­
gious element in the community. A few years ago au attem1)t was 
made to gather the persons representing this element into a worshipping 

congregation. They denominated themselves " The Friends of Pro­
gress," and under this name kept up regular Sunday meetings, for 
l)etween one and twoyears, during which time Judge Reynolds, formerly 
mi orthodox clergyman, was the minister. In the winter of 1865-G, 
another attempt was made to bring the libera.l element together, which 

resulted in the organization of "The First Unitarian Society." The 
organization consists of from. six.y to seventy mem.bers, and a congre­
gation of about one hundred and fifty persons. The present minister 
is J. F. Walker. The Society holds its meetiugs in :Morton Hall. 

Lots are purchased for the erection of a church building, which will 

probably be erected another year. 

BRIEF SKETCH OF OLMSTED COU5TY BIBLE SOCIETY. 

THE Olmsted Co. Bible Society was organized September 16, 1855, 
in the house of Robert Welch, in Rochester, by Rev. Geo. Beut, 
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Agent of the American Bible Society for Minnesota. Robert Welch 
was elected the first President, and Reuben Reynolds, Treasurer. 

Its' first annual meeting was held in the log school house in East 
Rochester, on Sunday, October 26, 1856, by E. E. Payne, agent. 
Robert Welch was re-elected President, and J. V. Daniels, Treasurer. 
The first Treasurer's report stated, that there was $2.00 in cash at the 
commencement of the year, and five bibles and four testaments valued 
at $2.10. 

The last annual meeting was held in the M. E. Church, at Rochester 
on Sunday evening, March, 18, 18667 when Rev. Wm. R. Stevens was 
elected President, F. W. Andrews, Vice President, E. W. Crocker, 
Secretary, and J. S. Woodard, Treasurer, when the Treasurer's report 
showed cash on hand at the commencement of the year $70,91; 
:received as donations, $82, 7 4; for bibles and testaments sold, $64,80, 
making cash on hand received, $218,45; books in depository, $233,92, 
,nearjy all of which has been accomplished in Rochester ; and addition 
·to which there is at Chatfield a ~ible Society, supplying the towns of 
Elmira, Orion ; one at Pine Island, which has supplied portions 9f the 
towns of New Haven and Oronoco. There is now a Quincy Bible 
Society, one at High Forest, one in the town of Kalmar, and another 
at Marion. E. E. Payne, former agent of the American Bible Society, 

' for Minnesota, is now acting for Olmsted County, and expects to hold 
bible meetings and organize branch Bible Societies in the several towns 
with a Local Agent in each School District. Already as the result of 

three days labor the Kalmar Bible Society has contributed $65.00 to 

the cause, and other neighborhoods are doing according to circum­
stances. 
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Few if any counties. in the West or in ttrn East, have respQnded more 
promptly to the call of the National Executive t'or help to crush the gi~ 
gantic rebellion that has been, for the past four ye~rs, rocking the na.iion 
at its base, and threatening destruetion to a ltepRl>lican Government, 
than has Olmsted County. With a population, in 1860, of only about 
ten thousand, she has sent into the field twelve hiindi·ed and fifty fighting 
men, besides the cormorants that look for places where they can make 
money and keep out of harm's way. Of these, we are glad that we can 
say Olmsted County has furnished but few, while the fighting material: 
has returned with honor, and na.mes V{ritten among the -hero~s of the 
earth, or have laid down their lives for their countxy, which by them was 
prized above all things else of earth. 

So sleep the brave, who sink to rest, 
Upon their countr,r's generous braas,, 
By all who love their ooun,ry, bleissed. 

The names of the Olmsted County heroes, as recorded in the Adju 
tant General's Office, we give in the fol!o,ving pages. We had intended 
to give an entire history of their services, a2d their rank .:1t the time o.f 
<mtering and leaving the service, but the records do not show this, aacl 
it would be a w·ork of much time to procl.lre them. In the following 
list, persons are credited to the town where they enlisted, without refer­
ence ta where they lived, just as they ar~ recorded in the .A.djutam., 
General's Office at St. Paul : · 

Bradley, David W, 
Bixler, George P 
Chambers, J mitice B 
Crabb, Fla.viud J 
Crabb, Burroughs 
Cutting, Curtes L 
Elders, Rieczi L 
Freeman, Samu~l D 
FJuigge. Edward 
French, David G 
Hunter, Chas. D 
Hyler, George W 
Lange, Frederick W 

CA.SCA.DE. 

McCarty, Warren 
McNeil Philetus W 
Maher Michael 
Ptllmer .Ambrose 
Parrish, JD 
Pitcher, Asabel, 
Sherman Stephen 
Ty.ler, Denni~ Ia: 
Vroman, Barney D 
Westover, Job 
Waterman, Geo B 
Zirn, Louia 
Cad well, Alexis 

Jilsen, David 
Boardman, Geo A. 
Burge, Mancil · 
Conklin, Sylvester 
Sawtell, ,Tames R 
Wili:Je, Stephcm E 
Lancr Georo-e I~ ~, :-:, 

Knudson, Olich, 
Kennedy, C.vrus 
Chafer, Almiron 
Russell, Greenville 
Burch, Wm H 
Baxter, Fra.ncis W 
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CASCADE, Concluded. 

Hurd, Charles R Todd, Ha.ville Price, JamPs K 
Penfield, Vernon Wrought, Sylvester Diddle, Marion L 
Leusan, Fred W Hanson, Joseph 

DOVER. 

Allen, Josephus Small, Henry L Huter, Fidell 
Bright, Americus rrollman, David Sink, Wm 
Ohriestie, Wm G Thompson Wm R Pmiz, Frank, 
Christie, Thos. G Vona.mburg, .Abram Smith, James L 
)ijvans, \V m Ii Lincoln, Chas E Spilittstaser, Augus't 
Evans, John J Burgess. Samuel W Ward, Norman 
Farrell, Sam 'l N Morgan Jesepa R Bird, Charles 
Felt, Mareus B Williamson, Luther G Smith, John W 
Bigley, tT M Burgess, 08mond Eagan, James J 
Higley, }'ranch~ Clark, Josephus Miller, Shristopher-
Howe, 13 B Kimber, Anson V Weaver, Philip 
Hardi11g, Bury .A Smith, Jamt:sS Weaver, John 
J ohasou, .Joseph Christie, 1.'hos D Doekin, Nels 
Kinber, Wm H Baney, J a.mes Newel!, Amos 
Ketchum, Cornelius B Churich, Jshn Ricba1·ds1 Russell 
·M-01·to11, Henry, Cline, Cullen E Bird, Chas 
Smithf w· rn 0 Doheney. Walter Berry, Joseph 
Sheeks, :Franklin Gillaiipie, James M. Frakes, Na than 
Shepa1·d, Amos 

ELMIRA. 

Atkinson; Wm R Huntley,. JD 8mith, Clark W 
Bolen . .Alexis H Hopkins, . J I Strn.nge, Fl'ederick J 
Blackman, Zeno Ide F1ancis B Stewart, Lucian 
Holen, .Aibe1·t J ~naings, Arthar Strachan, .T oseph 
Hlodget, Wm Mann, .A.dam Rogue, Nathan L 
Gase, Zehiel L McEldarg, JoR&tba.n Kime, Benj ~, 
Chamberlain, Moses McEldarg, Jonathan Farrington Benj 
Embry, Newton McF~ldarg Daniel S Erickson, Peter 
El phee, Cc1.leb Morrison, J oho Kellen, Louis 
Elphet, Caleb jr. Hemirs, Peter Wards, Chandler · 
J.'oster, Eamuei Olehouse, Nicholas B Dunham, Abel 
Fross, .A.l!>ert L Potter, R:ty S Dunhc.1.~, Ahner 
Hayden, Horatio M Scott, Newton Gundlock, John· 
J enni1ag:3, Alfred ltoberts, Willia '1l 

EYOTA. 

Bartow, George 0 George, F Smalley, H,mry 
lluch, Albc_•n U Hance, Daniel P Smith, Edgar 
llrown, Wm ll Hodges, J ame:5 L Stevens, Philander 
Ditter, 'Colh~_nder Lansing G 'l'uttle, George 
Greenslee, John Mitchell, Jos R Resonette, Louis 
Greenslee Wm Pro~ser, James Corrison, James , 



House, John 
Hathaway .M 
Lee, Palmer 
Truman, H 0 
Walters, J F 
'\Vheeler, Mark D 
Atherton, Austin M 
Graham, Williams 
House, George M 
Bland, Robert 
Cr..>foot, Warren 
Buck, Charles A. 
Sheehan, Richard 

Bulen, A.lpheus W 
Ba~h, John B 
Burton, Tb os L 
Cra:l1er, Douglas 
Ua.sey, Edward 
Dodge, James N 
Dodge, Henry W 
llavis, H ,ram H 
II~we, John 0 
Hal 1, .Ai fred 
Hadley, Varnum 
Johnson, Andrew 
Lamberton, John 
Larey, Richard 
I,ane, Irvin M 
Lane, Eugene 
Mantel, Vale.ntirrn 
Marsh. Eli 

Bulin Mor0 ·an L , l:l 

Crockett, Geo .I!., 
Deiter, Ju.con 
Dewitt, Oeo 
Delancv, Wm 
Fitch, John M 
Fertile, Wm A. 
Horten, '!'hos E B 
Hueston, .Jolin 
Ingalls, Herbertson 
Johnson, Richa.:.·d .M 
Lefevre, \Vm 
Marlett., Jas H 
Morrow, Andrew l 
Peck, Henry 
l'eckbam, ll L 
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EYOTA, Con~lude(l. 

Olden, Edwin 
Bul't, John F 
Bnrt Wm H 
Gilbert, Francis D · 
Scott, Ed ward 
Cle.mens, Jabez B 
Olsen, Ever 
Rollins, James 
Targerson, TargerJ 
Chapman, Orange H 
Oline, Jacob 
Jones, Wilson 

:FAR1'IINGTON. 

McArthur. Dani~l 
Moody, Robert 
Prior Benj L 
Pugh, J1Jzra L 
Peuhallow, J.:>al'ks 
Robinson, Edwud 
Talbot, Benjamin 
Webster, Daniel 
W alKer, Peter Al 
Warner, F \fv 
Curnmiugs, George 
Richmond, .A J 
Hall, b:cles 
Miller, Abraham 
Scott, Francis M 
Cooney• Martin 
GibsoD, George 

HA. YERIIILIA. 

Laville, Geo 
Simonds, John P 
Rpencer, Oaniel 
Sp:tulsbui·g;, Jona~ 
Smith, Martin 
Smith, Hezekiah 
Smith, John Van 
Whipple, Oliver 
Wood, .A.shley J.Y 
Woodruff, Geo E 
Bulin, F1·ank 
Fofarra, Louis 
Harrington, Inman 
H~·mes, Jacob H 
:Fertile, lVm A. 

Plank, Joseph lld 

Rrnery. Jame~ 
lngall~, Edgar J 
Matusrek, Andrew 
Sanborn, Elias 
\Vattles, Je:::isee 
Langworthy, Henry U 
Batzla., Christopher 
Hodges, Ta.mes L 
Buck, Georgi S 
Herst, J onn K 
Osborn, Byron 
Bos:3e, l!'rederick 

Striker, George W 
Smith, John J 
Alker, Samuel T 
Kelley, Barnard 
Johnson AT 
Sherman. Cassius ll 
Sidmore, Thomas J 
Ely, Phiram 
Haines, D . .1.,id 
Olin, James 
Moore, Manly 0 
Hadley, Simon 
W amer, Harvey G 
,;-hite, William' I, 
Fbber, Albert 
Mille1·, James B 
Hotz, f.lenry 

Marlett, Ira A 
:::;tarmer, Robert 
Madil!l0n, JamP.~ 
Conklin, Eleazer 
Lampert, George 
lVt"itz, :Ferditund 
Barker, Morris- C 
Clow, Malcmmb 
Hayes, Daniel 
Min v1.J, Bennett 
Y aulorll, Lawrence 
Coon, Henry 
Brown B ~, H 

' Stone, Nathan 
Strong, Cnao 
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Bradlev. James 
Brayn; Chnrle::; 
Urown, John 
Comstock, Ellis B . 
Crumb, Saml 
Crumb, Milo 
Craig, Christopher 
Gordv, Minor W 
Gaskel1, John W 
Hoag, Reuben 
Hartshorn, Joshua. 
Hart~horn, Jesse 
Honeywell, Perrv 
Hutchinc, David 
.Johnson, John 
.Johnson, Chas 
Brooks, Edwin 
.i1{cKeuny, Rylv. S 
Horden. James C 
}'ah, William 
Gardner, Stephen 
Nixon, Tl:iomas 
Smith, Thomas 
Cr&well, .Alfred 
fVade, Hobi.rt B 

Bretsford, Isnac W 
Bl.\ir, J umes .A. 
B,1ttles, James L 
BirJ, Cha!:1 
Bitner, Hobert C 
:Bently, Dav1d C 
Bursaw, 1,J m . 
Bcsondy, Chas 
''hilson, Geo 

·.Caprez, John 
Chilson, Saml 
Chri!:ltman, Adam L 
Chihson, Daniel 
Gove, Horace 11 
Gilbert, Samuel 
Green, .Martin 
Harrington, Jerome 
Hart, Nelson 
King John H 
.Middleton, JosPph A 
McDowell, Beuj 
Merritt, Alpbeus 

i,1 elford, Robert 

HIGH FOREST. 

Kratzer, U7alter L 
Lowell,John 
Moses LeNis 
McBa th, Robert 
Mange, A.ugnst 
.Miller, James 0 
Powers, Israel P 
Ruch, Henry 
Bdssell, John H 
RusseJl, Geo W 
Rolfe, Henry E 
Robinson, John 
Rich, Eli 
Stewart, Hiram A 
Toogood, Dwight 
Tattersall, lVm K 
.Abbott, JD 
Cha.fey, Wm 
Walker, John W 
lVmters, Peter 
]3ren, John 
Baa.th, Chas E 
Harvey, Lewis E 
Horton, Lucrns 
Sha.far, Oliver P 

IiALltIAR. 

Mindi:m, Joh.a 
NickElOiil, Chas H 
Payne, CbaR W 
Pett, Robert 
Page, JS 
Russell, TbC1mas 
Ric~, Benj 
Remick, Franklin 
Ruch, lVm 
Staat:5, .M1chael H 
Simonton, Robert 
Thompson, Stephen R 
Tracy, Amos S 
0ummings, John 
Grover, Alvin lV 
Grover, .Abraham 
Grover, Isaac 
Perry, Robert J 
Chilson, Survetus ,v 
~rnal., John F 
Gerdman, Stephen 0 
Hadley, Amos 

Wooldridge, John B 
l-J ood, Menzo 
Western, Stephen 0 

Hartshorn, Caleb 
Ruch, _.lJ-'Jichael 
Stickels, Jm·eph 
Rue, Henry N 
Rue, Wm H 
Ruck, Edward D 
Douglass, Andrew P 
Douglnss, Henry L 
Lake, Gideon C 
Miller, Lorenzo J 
Mdttocks, Geo W 
Rumwa.ter, Ira H 
Y oung1 Henry 
Woodruff. Geo E 

Jtal'J'ell, Garrett 
Cutting, Chester L 
Degraff, Oscar 
1Javie, Saml 
Hemmi~1gway, ,J C 
Prescott,· A.masa .A. 
Cunningham, J eft' 
Blunt, J a.mes 

K•1tzler, Wm .K 
Nye, Heuben 
Chenney, Nathan C 
ElErwn, John B 
J.owry,· Geo W 
Whitt·omb, Ira. S 
,vhitcom b, Francis. 
Rice, Wm. 
Andrews. N Oi'man B 
Ellison, John B 
Hair, James N 
H~nsen Erick 
Kent, Abraham 
V an.ilensalaer, H w 
Whipple, Ira 
Randar, Jacob 
Grover, Isaac w 
Gordon, Jonathan 
Grover, Alvin w 
Hopper, James 
Johnson, Isa;,.(! 
McAllister,ArcLib:!.Li 
Ward, M·:i1 qui.i 
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Bucher Gillet 
Chase Wm If 
Cassidy John 
Corpe Ed win J 
Colton David H 
Deeter Martin V 
Fenlin Lewis C 
1-Iill Aaron 
Howard Henry H 
Howard John A 
Kester Joseph 
Light Oliver P 
Lee Palmer 
nlrres \Vm 
McGiff John L 
Newell Svdnev 
·Porter J ame8· 
Pcrrv James 
Phelps Sylvester N 
Spee ls John E 
Scripture Lawrence 
Stevenson Charles 
Smith George C 

ltlARION. 

Thomas George \V 
Brown John J 
Brown 11 R 
Crane \Vells 
Dureya Garrett 
Fox John 
Hagers Robert 
Kinnev James 
O'Rm;rke Henry 
Porter Charles E 
Skea1s vV arreu 
Tllbbc Frank 
Colton David H 
Kester Joseph 
Perrv Charles, 
Porter James R 
Skeels John E 
Chase vV H H 
McAllister Arthur 
N anerth John 
Barrows Agustus 
McC1aive John Ii., 
\Vest Levi C 

NEW HAVEY. 

Amos, Emanuel Page, George ,v 
-Bateman, Frank Progser, Alonza D 
Batema.n, Irn Patten, ,Tames C 
Classon, Isaac ,v Speed, "\Vm. J 
\.~owdin, ~mery G Speed, Eliphalet B 
Eastman, 8ewill Vv hite, Cornelius 
Evans, Robert R \Vbite, Libius 
Hamlin, P \Vhite, John 
Hitchcock, Marshall Bal!lcom, Orrin 
Hamlin, Jacob L Farnham, A 
Kirkpatrick, Chancey RFarnham, .James E 
Kellogg. George Upton, Charles 
Kirr, John ,Vhiui, John L 
Lane, Chas. Bneaet, Cassius M 
Le~her, Garrett A Goula, Charles 
·Le~hnr, Amos Hunter, George W 
Langworthy, Benj. Hew1tt, Albert K 
Miller, Salem Knapp, Jesse 
l\1cMttnu~. Lafayette Lesher, Garrett A. 
l\liller, Theodore Pr odger, l«'rededc 
Mills, Seth-

Be1ervine John 
Baker Lewis 
Bradt Peter A 
Curtis Oliver 
Dickson Dallas 
Shelton Leonard 
Smith ,vm 
True Lewis F 
Chase George 
Fitch Peter 
Graling John N 
In c,alls Bela H 
M;nsink Garret 
Parker John H 
Ruxford Vincent 
Richardson Copelanq 
Bonkan Amos C 
Howard Silas 
Lee Peter 
Mavnard Johnson 

.; 

Rosia LG 
Truman Clinton 

Smith, Ja.me~ C 
Smith \Vm G 
Salley, Danville 
Pithey, Wm 
:McDill, John R 
Oleson, Gens 
Peck, Jason 
Emerick, Wm 
Lourey, Melvin 
Phillips, Ralph 
Pool, Joh11 S 
Palmer, John N 
Salley, Joel 
Patten, Ozro T 
Garland, W I.ll lI 
Gould, Carl0s 
Shay, Fra1~k 
Brooks, Israel 
Emerick, Rossw~ll L 
Knapp, Hiram A 
Pacard, Henry 0 
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Barnes, Sam'! P 
Brown, Henry C 
Case, Norman E 
Case, Hemd.n G 
Denny, Baruch 
Ed wards, Geo W 
Edwards, Chas ff! 
English, Joseph 
}'arrington,..,Benj 
:}'arrington, John W 
JlaneJl, Geo G 

.Atkinson, George 
.Rul~y, Manning 
Clay, Mr..rk '\V 
Cutshall, Jacob E 
Durand, Wm 
Everson, Samuel S 
Furman, Samuel 
Ji'urman, Jediah 
}.,etterman, Daniel 
Renick, L. L 
Ranson, Le,mder J 
Hubbs, Olarkes L 
Johnson, Alex'r M 
Kellogg, .Augustus 
Keelar, Geo S 
Keelar, Oziai- D 
Kirkhan, J Philo 
Oa.kins, J olm 
Robsun, }'ranc1s 
~t-ebbin~, · Wm A 
Turnley, Chas H 

Ave1·v, Silas 
..A.nd1:us, :Freeman 
Andrus, Isaac 
Barrows, Eli B 
Balcomb, J 0 

- Burgan, ~Vm . P 
BnrUng,tme, Lonis J 
Bagley, Mmr.i.y 
Clark, Ziba B 
Clark, Samuel M 
Crego, .D H 
Collins, Wm II 

ORION. 

Hill,· Lafayette 
Harri~, Thoma.-; 
Harisleton, A den K 
Loveiace, Wm Delay 
McAllister, Arthur 
North, Eben 
Russell, Frederick H 
Rinderwicht, Henry 
Sebermerhol'n Putnam 
Swain, James R 
Savage, David 

ORONOCO • 

vVebster, Henry 
Vv aldron, 11,rancis W 
Allen,•D W 
Clark, John B 
Cregg, A 
Carly, Wm 
Campbell, George 
Dean, lVarren H 
Ellitho1 p, .A 
Hewitt, Ira B 
PiereP-, W:m M 
Stoddard, E Q 
Stodda1·d, J 0 
Stebbins, W A. 
Stockiu~, B F 
Steven~, lV A. 
Duraurl, Wm 
Herrfok, l ewis L 
Harnwu, Leander G 
W ebstcr, Henry W 
Wa.ldt·on, .Francis U 

SimmonB, Andrew 
Updegraff, John 
Russell, Stephen 
.Barnes, Samuel P 
Ersley, Cyrus 
Niles, Horace S 
Rucker, Thaddeus 
Sinclair, Amasa 
F1·a.zier, Nelson C 
Fe rnham, He1:1ry 
Ecker, Christopher 

Zirn, Louis . 
Craig, Ale,cande-r 
Chase, An drew J M 
Kirkha.m J a.mes P 
Kirkham; Joshua !.['° 
Lawyer, Alfred G 
Oweu, Hiram IJ 
.i:.obinson, Wm S 
Sheldon, FlctcheL' .\, 
Wilcox Hiram B 
Emery, CC 
]'rank, John A 
Moulton, a_ 
l◄'erO"uson Anson A e , 
Prettyman, Geo J·V 
Thompson, Peter M 
Clark, Alfre<l 
Ellet, Perry; 

Ji'urman, •• J edia.h, 
'rerr~·, Geo. 
R.utlidge Aaron 

PLEASAXT GRO"VE. 

PagP-, Harmon A 
Rucker, Albert H 
Re~l'es, John D 
Ratcliff, Richa.rd R 
Sandborn, G .F 
Cole, .Silas 
Dm,cau, 11athew J 
Eatou. J S 
J1. verst, II N 
Gaspe1·, Jacob C 
Uear, ~li::;l,a, F 
Hirrb \' Tttcron S 0 •. , 

Humes, James J 
llmn~s, lVm ll 
Kennedy, A 
Maddox, Richard 
Mill, Wm H 
Hutting, ,John 
Pnrker, HE 
Parks, Moses P 
Pa1·k~. John W 
Smith, Daniel 
'l'owle, J·ohn ll 
Tait, Joseph 
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PLEA.SA.NT GROVE, Concluded. 

iVest, Frankhn A 
Wagner, Charles C 
Webster, Martin 

Newton, M. J 
Russell, Chas W 
llolewine, Henry 
Reeves, .r P 
Adamson, Wesley 
Britendgll, Taylor 
Everts. Edward 
McNelly, Patrick 
Steel, Wm 
Kenndy, Augustine 
Webster, Martin 
Burlingame, John L 
Clark, Lemuel 0 
Tait, Andrew 

Burgess G N 
Buro·ess G vV I:) 

Bone Gilbert H 
Black Reuben 
Bauman John B 
Cooper John B 
Curtis Benj F 
Irvan John J. 
tTay EA 
Dietrich Chas 
Daniels Arthur K 
Evans J H 
Foster Chas J 
Gray George 
Holland Alonzo 
Kitch'ell P. Albert 
Kerper Nichola:J 
.T.Jincoln Joseph 
Lintoln CE 
KixterH K 
Kason "\Vm E 
Kisley George 
8maU John 
Stevenson John B 
Stallcopp Levi 
Smith Wm 
Te~ny Sam'l S 
Truesdall A J 
Tenny Geo vV 
Lavan Geo 1V 

Gasper, Jacob 
Nutting, John W 
North, Eben 
Reeves, John V 
Tait, Joseph 
Wagoner,_.uhai F 
Dieter, Martin 
West, Frank A 

Thomas, John 
Todd, Edward 
Gasper, Reuben 
Griffin, Michael 
Hartney, Simon 
Hueston, Wm 
Gleason, Geo W 
Wood, Hit•am M 
Thomas, WG W 

Q,lJINCEY. 
\:Villiams Julius E 
\Veagant Wm H. 
\V ood James M 
Dietrich Paul 
Ketchum A.rthur J 
Allen David

10 

Ames Dolphus 
Clark P F 
Faltes Charles , 
Lambert Henry R 
Hehsel Peter H 
Sigdon James T 
Thompson Benjamin 
\V right John C 
Clark Wm S 
Stallcop Levi 
Cooper James 
Stevenson John 
Bell Hiram 
Blodget Milo 
Calkin John T 
Crittenden Newell 
Fla vel Jabez \V 
Hemmelberg )V 
Hordd Arnold 
l{een Geo H 
Laws Samuel 
Simoncon Seaver 
\-Vilson Wm 

E 

Bagley .Eienry, 
Bamard, David 
Lomnard, )( ewton 
Stowell, Sylvester E 
Crink, John 
Bingham, John G 
Ea.vans, John D 
Mills, C has P 
Mathew!, Cha.s }[ 
:Pixley, Ariel 
Pixley, 8 eorge W 
Sheldon, Hu~son B. 
Bagll:'V, Harvey 
Warraer Wm 0 , 

Black, Alexander 
Duncan, Samuel 
Jackson, James 

Stevens George W 
Ross JohnN 
Barnes Jonathan 
Libby "\Vm Z 
Schaffer Jacob 
Utter Chas S 
"\,Vhitney CH 
Austin Geo 
Bennett J G 
Churchill Eben 
Thomas Lewis 
Raftardy John 
Gurkee Ejwin 
Grinsted Joseph H 
Kennedy Thos E 
Rolf Chas H 
Truesdell Chas B 
Hamilton G~o H 
Smith Levi 
vV oodruff Francis M 
Stansbury Chas H 
Bartren James 
Kenzkeimer Chas 
Kirgan Robin L 
North M A. 
Frich Abram 
Larch Martin 
Mills Thomas 
King Jas M 
~ereyWood 

65 
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Brown W 
Bliss Timothy H 
Brittain Thos 
Barncard Geo H 
Betts Peter B 
Bailey Robt E 
Barncard Jacob 
Brown Thos R 
Brooks Orrin B 
Baxter Wm S 
Black W 
Blakely Cyi·eue H 
Bamber Archie 
Brooks Wm 
Bash David 
'Brooks Ariel H 
Baker Geo A 
Cha::;e Albert S 
Chrisman Lawrence 
Carey Michael 
Coppinger Thos 
Cmyles Galm.on Z 
Cowles Torris Z 
Cooper ED 
Cooley Henry D 
Crosg E 1V 
Cummings Geo W 
Chase Ke] sey .A 
Daniels Michael J 
Durand Chas. 
Devery Stephen 
Danie]s Don .A. 
Enoch .Absalom M 
Elliott James 
Elliott Archibald 
Falls James 
Godewoth Otto 
Geissinger S 
Gibson Sam'l 
Gifford Andrew J 
'Hoao· Richard A. . t, 

Hyatt Amos 
Heller Francis J 
Hinnman J mitice R 
Hotchkiss Fred .N 
Hunter Thomas · 

:ROCHESTER. 

Howland A J 
Hubbard Isaac 
Halmson Ole 
Horton Samuel 
Hutchins :Marion 
Hutchins George 
Hall Addison 
Ireland :Mortimer H 
Irish Galusha 
Ireland Chas F 
Jones "\Vm M 
Jones Owin W 
Jones Henry R 
Jacobs Henry 
Kidd Lawrence 
vVillia,mson Robt 
Thayer Solon C 
Brown Georo-e t:, 

Branw~n John 
Carter Amo-J C 
Durland John 
Hovey Alonzo 
Parmerleo Jv.V H 
Story Zach us 
~Ialmson Ma.thew 
:Morey Chauncey 
Walter John 
.A.dams vVm L 
Barncarcl Geo 
Bullard Samuel 
Duncan John 
Doramus John 
Edwards Huntington 
Guttormson Gull 
Hewitt Chas 
Huo-o·ins John P Ob 

Iveerson L 
McGollg George 
Phipps Francis E 
Thoreson James 
W~angham Wm B 
Boyd John F 
Harvey .A. H 
Hall Leslie 
Kingston Wm D 
McKay Hugh 

Rearden Timothy W 
Stevens August . 
Vaught Henry H 
Wolfe George 
Wolfe .A.dam 
Cook Fayette 
Ea.torr Horace G 
Fogarty Patrick 
Stocking Frank 
Whitcorn h Valen tineO 
Buskins James H 
Chambers Hamlin 
Dee Wm 
Shay Martin 
Stevens 'Nm A 
Ayers Chas G 
Beatty Daniel 
Card Levi 1\.. 
Haines Hiram 
Ives Stephen 
Lyons Edw'd M 
Peck Henry 
Pollock Robert 
Schwab Cyrus 
Howe \Vm L 
Hadley Lafayette , 
W aJlingford John N 
McGrey Alex · 
Gates Thomas 
Nichob,s Horace E 
Fabriek Lewis N 
Kelley Lewis H 
Loy Owen 
Lovejoy Geo W 
Loder John '\V 
Laflesh Henry 
Loy John 
::Mc.Millan .A.lex -
:Meyette loseph C 
McMillen A J 
Mosher vV alker 
]}-fott Samuel 
Miller Samuel .A. 
Markham Wm 
'Markhrm Daniel 
Miller Lewis R 
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ROOHESTEB, «Jontinued. 

McMindsWm W 
Olds Thos B 
Orcutt Chas L 
Reynolds H 
Reicharts Wm K 
Reyuolds J as G 
Reynolds ,T as 
Seamans Randolph 
Seamans SA 
Sayer Horace B 
Stearns O zra P 
Sherman Geo 
Smith Robt J 
Sage HS 
Shaw Alexander 
Stevenson John 
Sayer Henry 
Shepley Richard 
.Sherm~n Albert C 
Steel ~fathew 
Sloan Elijah. 
Spring Thomas 
Smith Geo W 
Taylor Samuel 
Terrill IM 
Willett C Preston 
Westman John 
Walden Ira G 
vV right Thos C 
Wagoner Joseph H 
"\Villin.ms Joseph H 
Williams John 
Wil.3.iams Wm 
Williams Talesian 
Bennett Chas A 
Clow John·E 
Clark Henry 
Cronkhite Edgar 
Gaffer Wm 
Metcalf Samuel S 
McGowan Wm 

:Maginnis C Ambrose Worden Henry D 
Meyers Chas Eaton Joseph S 
Sherman G W Pennell Henry 
Turgeson Andrew Boyd Wm 0 
V anDooser J F Cromdall Marion 
Wynkoop Wm Douglas Alden G 
Fountain Frederick Hart Albert 
Sylvester Bedal Hoyt Albert 
Frost John J ohnsing Elling 
Wilson Dan'l M Olson Martin 
Smith Adam Perry George 
Richardson John Rice Albert M 
Luce ·Wm Rheigleg Geo W L 
Jenkins Chas E Wagoner Edw'd 
Hawkins J F lVI Walch John 
Hawkins Geo W Wentworth Geo 
Duncuson Leander J Thurber Chas E 
Cronkhite Edgar Fisher George 0 
Clemons Henry M Hall N B 
1\1:inson Nelson D Luce David 
Austin Wm H Ludwig D T 
Orcutt Edw'd H Pike Delos . 
Gifford A J. Swartz v'Vm 
Ireland Chas F Hightchen Isaab C 
Kidd Lawrence Smith Gilbert 
Jones Henrv R Foss Anton ., 
Brooks Orrion B Johnson Franklin 
Bailey Robert E Drurg Ossian S 
Cooley Henry D Reyma,l John J 
Elliot James Faley Michael 
Finch David G Jefferson Thomas 
Jones Orion W Arine Henry 
Lange Chas J Barthell D 
Peckham :Martin L Collins Wm E 
Smith Martin L Grant Santa 
Finch Solomon B Hamilton Bernard 
Hutchins Geo Johnson James A 
Jacobs Henry Oleson Frank 
McCumber R B Patterson J ohu 
Brooks W n, .Scharf J ohu 
.Kern John Whips James 
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ROCK DELL. 

-Barnes Joel S Russel Jas·H Hall Wm 1\1 
Curlis Sam'l Cole Geo Madden John F 
Christopherson Kittle Watson vVm H Conat Thomas H 
Elleson Syvert · Steyba John A Pixley Melville G 
Humanson Chas J· McCueWm H Roske Wm 
Christie Alexander 

SA.LEM. 

Adams Edwin H Brooks H w· Mulligan James 
Annis Geo Holt Albert Ricker Chas S 
Ankers Wm H March Joseph W Steel James 
Brooks GeoF ·Price Rufus H Emmerson John 
Corm~ll Henry D Perry Dudley Wait Alfred 
Drake Geo Dresbach AL Anderson Anderson 
Dodge John H Johnson Christian Cromwell Byron 
Ellison Joseph Stoleson Barnt Hurd Chas E 
Gould Elmer F Bascom Orwin bf Olden Esmond 
Hurd Hubbard G Dooley M H Pehle Anton 
Hurd Albert B Delancy Albert SmithHenrv 
McCoy Luther Fogarty Wm Wakefield II B 
McCoy Andrew C Kinney Jas H L:,ingley D A. 
Hc¥aster David Marquette George Spooner John W 
¥arch Joseph Spaulding Aug W Smith Henry R 
;Northrup Sam'l Stoddard Edwin D Garman David C 
Niles Henry Solem H 0 Gunderson Peter 
Northrup Walter D Jago Patrick Anduton Wm W , 
Peterson Andrew Tomlinson Sam'l Green Sayles R. 
Drake Geo Barney Theodore Barnhart Benj 
Green Clark L Knapp Harrison Bisky Martin 
Trumble Israel McDonald A Buschtt HeJ1reich 
Cronin John Reiter Adolph 

VIOLA. 

Bear MR Shenton.H W Henry Edgar . 
Calvert RA Swan vVm .A.lien James P 
Calvert SD Stullen~erger David irorse W F 
:poty AV W ats01i Chas Bryan Thos 
Farrier Granville Wagon Jacob Bunch Quinton 
Golding WE Williams David · Cutter Marshall 
Harkins Abr'sm 9unningham{8ff Leeson Robert 
Ketchum G W Golding Win Bidwall VA 
Kitchel EM Kitchell Prince .A Webster Alden 
Mack George Brannon James Battles John 
Oaks Elihu J Booth John Powers James 
Rutledge John Palmer George Campbell vVesley 
Stulenberger Elias Pendergrass J .W Ray Francis 
Shaul Lemuel Potter Theo E Stanard Hiram R 



CASCADE. 

Adjoining the town and city of Rochester, a.nd near the centre of the 

county, lies the town of Cascade. The face of the town is somewhat 
uneven, though not what would be considered hilly, of a deep rich soil 

well adapted to the cultivation of the various kinds of grain and vege­

tables, which are raised in such abundance in all parts of the county. 

Cascade ~s well watered by springs and small streams which abound 

in nearly all parts of the t~wn. The principal of these is Cascade 

Creek, of which there are two bra~ches, one of them running through 

the centre of the town, and the other emptying into the Zumbro, in the 

north part of the city of Rochester, affording an excellent water power 

a little way above its mouth, which is used in tu&ing the machinery 

of Cascade Mills. There is very little timber in this town, the people 

depending for their supply on the broad belt extending into the towns 

of Kalmar and New HaYen. Considerable marsh, or wild meadow 

land is found in this town, affording an abundant supply of hay for 

·horses and cattle. 

The first settlement in Cascade was made in the fall of 1854. Jamei 
Bucklin, ¥r, Proudfoot, and several others made claims and built 
110wses. Mr. Proudfoot started a store in the winter following, west of 
the Cascade Creek, and kept it in operation till the summer of 1855_. 

when lrn removed his stock of goods to Rochester. In the spring of 

l-855, Ephraim D. Cobb, Noble Cobb, George W. Huyler, L. L. Eaton, 

Charles Horton, Joseph Jiifathews, and many others came into the town 

and made claitns and established residences. Indeed, so fast did the 

town b€come s.ettled up,-we are told by Mr. Cobb,-t:hat when he 
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weiit to his place in May, there were but two buildings to be seen f'l'om 
ilia hill on which his house stands, but that within the next three 

~~ths, there were twenty-seven. 

The town was organizea' with its present boundaries in 1859, and the 

following officers elected: Supervisors-James Bucklin, Cham'n, 

Alvah Southworth, and Philo Boardman; Clerk-~eo. Carpenter; 

Treasurer-Sylvester Conklin; Assessor-Hibbard Smith; Constables 
-Joseph Chambers and Lewis Rice. 

~scade is bounded on the north by Oronoco, east by Haverhill, 

son~h by Rochester and west by Kalmar. 

The following named persons have served as Chairmen of Supervi­
S()C~ and Town Clerks, since the organization of the town, "Viz : 

CHAIRMAN SUPERVISORS. 
1859 James Bucklin, 
1860 J. V. Mathews, 

. 1861 C. G. Lang, 
1862 Abram Ozmun. 
1663 P. P. Grant, 
1864 E. D. Cobb, 
1865 " ,, 
.1866 " " 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Geo. Carpenter, 
Chas. Grant, 

" " 
T. W. Kendall, 

" " 
" " H.J. Grant, 

" " 
Huch of the religious service in the town has been done by Rev. R. 

Wootcott, who labored faithfully for some years, though at no time was 

he a stated ministe~ and employed to preach. 

Ip. the fall of 1855, L. L. li}aton opened his house four miles west.of 

Rochester as a tavern, for the accommodation of travellers, and kept 

it for some years, when he removed to tlie city of Rochester. This 

,ras the first and only tavern ever kept in the town. Mr. Proudfoofs 

store, was also the only one. 

The first birth in the town was in the family of Joseph Horton, in 
the spring of 1855; the first 'death was in the same spring,' Miss Ade­

laide Bucklin, daughter of James Bucklin, Esq., a young lady of some 

sixteen or'eighteeri. years of age. 

DOVER. 

The first claim made in the county, by white men, to the land, was 

in the spring of 1853, when Hiram Thompson, came into that section 
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now known as the town of Dover, and · made his claim as near as he 
co~ld calculate on the township line of the Government survey, though 
it proved a little west. Judge Thompson made his claim and the 
necessary arrangements to hold it, and returned to bring his family in 
the early spring of 1854. He soon erected a log house and moved into 
it. This house is now occupied by the venerable Judge as a residence, 
and is said to be the first one built in Olmsted county. Simeon Hard• 

ing, 1fr. Knapp, :Oir. Waller, G. C: Sheeks, and others, located in the 
town in 1854, and in 1855 there was a large immigration, and the 
country became rapidly settled. 

The first religious service was held in Mr. Waller's house, in the 
su;mmer of 1855, when the Rev~ Jabez Brooks, now of Red "\Ving Uni­
versity, preached to a small ~udience. In the winter of 1855-6, 11iss 

Eliza Sheeks taught the first school in the town, in a room of Mr. Hard­
ing's house. In the spring following, Mr. Harding opened his house 
as a tavern and ke1)t it.till 1861. This was the only house of public 
entertainment ever kept in the J,own. There is no water power, conse­

quently no mills or manufactories. The surface of the country is some• 
what uneven, in some places cropping out in a kind of limestone 
ledgeJ which affords excellent stone quarries, and the -stone when 
burned makes a fair quality of lime. 

The first birth m the town was Simeon L. Harding, son of Simeon 

Harding, who was born on Christmas eve. 1855. On the same even• 

ing a daughter of Mr. Harding was married to Chester Phelps, who 
now resides in Dover. Though the first marriage was that of :Mr. 
Ward Smith and Miss Adeli~ vV aller, in the summer previous. 

The soil is a rich dark loam with a heavy subsoil, well adapted to 

grain and grass.. Timothy and red top grasses grow as luxuriantly as 
in the eastern states, though the natural meadow lands are so abund• 
ant that but little attention has been given to the cultivation of grasses. 
The town is well watered by springs and brooks, two branches of the 
Whitewater running through it, and a great number of springs being 
in different parts from whi~h the Whitewater mainly· derives its supply. 

Very little timber is found here, the su-pply being obtained from the 
Whitewater and Root Rivers at points varying from five to ten miles. 
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Dover is b0unded on the north by Quincy, east by St. Charles, 1 u 

Winona county, south by Elmira and west by Eyota. It was organ· 

faed in May, 1859, at which time the following officers were elected. 

Supervisors-Nelson Baker; Char'n, Henry Johnson, Elias Beda.1; 

Town Clerk-Sam'! Johnson; Assessor-r-Simpson Smith; Collector­

William R. Tompson; Justices-Joshua Martin and Nelson Baker; 

Constables-N. E. Mason, W~ R. Thompson. 

Since that time the following named persons have held the offices of 
Char'n of Supervisors and Town Clerk, respectively: 

CH.AR'N SUPERVISORS. 

185 9 Geo. C. Sheeks, 
1860 Chester Phelps, 
1861 Samuel Johnson, 
1862 Simpson Smith, 
1863 Elias Bedal, 
1864 Simpson Smith, 
1865 " " 
1866 " ,, 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Theodore Harding, 
A. Richards, 

" " 
" " 
" " 
E. H. Dewey, 

" " 
" " 

11¼ 1858, Simeon Harding was elected a member of the Constitutio~al 

-Convention, and the same year Hiram Thompson was elected Probate 

-Judge for Olmsted County, io which office he was twice re-elected. 

There are no stores, mills, hotels, or whiskey shops in the town. It 
is emphatically a community of farmers. Adjoining St. Charles, the 

people are amply provided with market facilities of all descriptions, 

and the railroad bringing them within an hour's ride of Rochester, no 

inconvenience. is expe.rienced from not having these institutions located 

in their midst. 

ELMIRA. 

In the south east corner ·of the county, with the town of Dover on the 
·north; Saratoga, in Winona county on the east1 Chatfield in Fillmore 

·county on the south, and Orion in this county on the west, we find. the 

town of Elmira. This· was a wilderness prairie till thE: spring of 1854, 

when James McClellan, Jr., in his search for a location, visited the ... 
place, and being pleased with its appearance7 and looking away into 

the future, as all westerners are apt to do, thought he could see in the 

the then uncultivated prairie, well fenced farms and c;ul.tivated fieldsJ 
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with neat and commodious dwe1ling houses and barns dotting the prai­

ries, and _giYing sure indications of industry and thrift. Accordingly, 

he made a claim and built a house in April of that year. This house 

was the first one in the town, a frame building not very large to be 

sure, but sufficient to accommodate the absolute needs of the pioneer. 

A. company of some thirteen men, came into this town on an explor­

jng expedition, in December of 1853, and built a shanty, and stayed 

through winter. We have learned the names of so~e of these gentle­

men, who lived upon the ·prairies through the winter of 1853-4. T. B. 
Twiford, G. Willis, Wm. B. Gere, J. J. Hubbard, Ja,s. McClellan, Jr.1 

.James Munday, Henry Gere, and Franklin Blodget. ltiessrs. F. A. 
Coffin, 'l'hos. Holmes, Joseph Tatro, Charles Redfield and others, fol­
lowed in the summer 1854, and quite a community was establisher! 

that fall. and Mr. McClellan's anticinations seemed about to be realized I L . 

sooner than he had expected. 

The first birth in the town of Elmira, was in the family of Joseph 

~ratro, to whom a son was born; on the 20th of September, 1854, which 

after due deliberation and consideration, assisted by various discus­

sions between Papa, Ma-ma, and the few female frie!1ds of the family, 

that the settlement furnished, was christened, "Charles P. Tatro." 

The first death was that of James :McClellan, the pioneer settler of 

the town, who died in February, 1855, and for him the future wealth 

aud prosperity of tlie to-wn he had chosen · for his home, was of no ac­

-e,ount, farther than it left his mind at ease, that in leaving a family, 11e 

left them in a beautiful country and surrounded by the materials for 

wealth and comfort. 

Old customs -seem to travel with _the pioneer westward, and '' tlie olcl 
story is told again," that was breathed into the ear of our grandmother 

Eve, when creation was in her infancy, and thus it ca.me to pass, that 

among other ceremonies of the times, the marriage ceremony was 

not. the lea3t prominent. The first exhibit.ion of this which was mani­

fested in this town, was in August, 1854, and the parties 1nost directly 

concerned were Mr. Chester V{ oodward, and Miss :Martha Grant. 

These parties we understand still live in the enjoyment of the connubiu.1 

arrangement thus entered into. 
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The first religious servioes were held in a grove, at which plf}Qe 
Rev. Dr. Trow preached the first sermon, but the exact time of the 

service we have be~n unable to learn. There are no church edifices 

in the town ; the people generally attending service _in the village of 

Chatfield, in Fillmore county, which joins this town on the south . 

.A. portion of the village is located in the town of Elmira, though the 

]Jusiness houses are all on the south side of the county line in Fillmore 

C~:t;mty. 

. In the winter of 1855-6, Mr. H. E. Loomis taught the first school in 

Disti:ictNo. 1, in E~_mira, whioh was the commencement of the educa­

tional effort. Considerable interest is manifested in the p1·ogress of the 
schools of the town. Three good school houses have been built.in 

wl;µch schools are taught for the greater part of the year. 

The soil is of a sandy loam, but of great fertility, affording a rapid 

gr6wth to all the grains and vegetables of the climate. No lofty hills 
in11 any part of the town, yet the surface is considerably 1·olling, and in 

-all parts the town is well watered with springs and small running 

streams. Root River running through the town, affords a~· -excellent 

water power which is improved in driving the machinery of the Chat­

field Flouring Mills. 

There are no stores or saloons, or even hotels in the town. T~ 
people attend principally to their farming interests, and do their 

trading at the villages surrounding, or the cities of Rochester ~nd 

Winona. 

Elmira was organized .on the 11th day of May, 1858, at which 

thne the follm~ring officers were chosen to represent and serve the 

people for the &nsll;ing year. 

'Su_pervisors-Milo White, Char'n, E. Prindle, H. E~ Potter. 

Assessor-W. Postin; Collector-~ D. Putnam; Justice of the 

Peaee-C. H. Stearns; Constables-W. R.. Freeman, S. Cole; R. B. 

Kellam. 
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Those who have held the office of Char'n of Supervisors and Clerks 

since that time are: 
CHAR' N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS. 

1859 F, A. Coffin, R. G. Ketcham, 
1860 J. A. Huntley. E. Prindle, 
1861 F. A. Coffin, H " 
1862 " " " " 
1.863 R. G. Ketchum, u " 
1864 F. A. Coffin, ,, 

" 
1865 " ., " " 
In the year 1859, J. S. Sawyer was elected 10 the State Legisfature. 
Considering the population of the town it did· its duty well in .the 

sending out of soldiers to fight for their country. Forty-four of t!?e 
able bodied of this new town, shouldered their muskets and went into 
the field. The population is rapidly increasing at the present time, 
aud it will not be a far distant da.y that all the farms will te put under 

cultivation, and yielding to their proprietors a rich reward for the,ir 

labors. 
EYOTA, 

As early as the fall of 1854, Benjamin Bear made claim near the 
centre of townships No. 106, and in th~ mouth of May following, ~e 
removed his family tl1ither and commenced breaking up the prai1·ie, 

preparatory to putting in crops. The same season H. G. Freeman, 
"\V m. Potter, Chas. Keyes, ·c1ark Brown and others, made claims in the 
vicinity and established quite a colony, mutually dependent upon each 
other for help and neighborly kindnesses, they labored for their own· 
interests, and for those of each other, by developing the resources of 
wealth that lay hidden in the soil, and their labors were abundantly 
repaid. In 1855 there was a large influx of settler3, and fa1~ms we:r;e 
opened and cultivated in all directions. That year the firat framed 
house was built, by Thos. Harris, which was said to be the first one 
built in the county. The town is composed of two thirds prairie, the 
other of Oak openings. The timber ~xtends through the centre of t~-e 
town, being surrounded on nearly all sides by _prairie. The ridg€, 
w:li~ch is called the water shed of Bear Creek, and the Whitewater and· 
Root Rivers, is said to be the highest land in Olmsted County. The 
surface is gently undulating, with a general slope from the openings in 
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the centre of the town to the di vision lines of other towns. Bear Creek, 

which rises in a spring on the farm of Benjamin Bear, and from whom 

it takes its name, runs in nearly a westerly 'direction though the west­

ern portion of Eyota, Marion and Rochester, till it empties into the 

Zumbro, within the limitij of the city of Rochester. The Whitewater, 

-or a branch thereof, run~ to the north ·east, while a branch of the Root 

,River takes a south eastern course, which gives an abundant supply of 

water for the use of the farmer. Th(:} soil of the openings is of a 

sandy loam, but on_ th~iprairies, is a black muck mixed with loam. 

The first birtp. among the white people of this town, was that of ~far-

tin I?reeman, a son of H. G. Freeman, in the summer of 1854. The 

first death was Hiram Smith, in _the same season. :Mr . .A.nsou Boyer 

;1ud a Miss Smith committed the first matrimonial depredations in the 

town; whii :Miss Angeline Stocking first t~ught young ideas the 

rudimentary les~;ons in climbing- the hill of science, in the summer of 

'1856. In the autumn of 1855, Rev. Mr. vVallison,. a preacher of the 

I~formed Lutheran persuasion, established religious services, . which 

have been regularly kept up till the present time . 

. The town was first organized under the name of Springfield, which 

name it bore till 1859, when the people feeling so1newhat elated with 

their beautiful harvests, and golden prospects for the future, thought 

their town vrnuld excel all others in the quantity of her productions, 

changed the name to Eyota, which in the language of the Dacotah's 

;-;ignifies s-ztperior. This town has had its full share of officials since 

its politica1 existence. In the fall of 1857, Emerson Hodges was elect­

ed as senator in the Territorial Legislature, and re-elected iu 1859. In 

1~61, Geo. Stocking 1Yas elected County Com.missi01~er, and held the. 

o.ffice till the fa11 of 18611, whe·n J. K. Randail, also of Eyota, was e!ect­

ed in his stead. 0. P. 1Vhitcomb was elected to tbe responsible. posi­

tion of County Trea.surer in 18Gl, re-elected in 1863, and discharged 

his duties with such faithfu1ness and ability, that in 1865, the people 

re.fosed to allo._w him to retire to private life, awl almost unanimously 

,1gain rc-:lected bjni to that position, which he now occupies. 

Tlie "W~inoi1a & SL Peter Railroad rum; through tbe tow11, and not 

for from tLe cent.re of the northern part. A depot has been established 
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and a large amount of lmsiness has sprung up. Houses have been 

built, hotels opened, and a trading house established, whi1c immensP 

c1uantities of wheat are brought here, and are shipped over the road to 

eastern markets. The Railroad company have a large elevator, and 

various private individuals have warehouses for storing grain. Thel'e 

are now in active operation, where two years since there was nothing, 

four hotels, three stores, one lumber yard, one blacksmith shop, and 
five whiskey shops. The dry goods dealers are C. P. Russell, Cln.rk & 

\.Yheelock~ and Milo '\Vhite, who has also a store at Chatfield. The 

amount of business done at this little hamlet would seem almost in:­

credible 1'o a person who is not accustomed to the rapid developments 

of the western prairies. There is no other village within the town, con­
sequently all the business is centered here in this small circle, and 

farmers prefer selliug their wheat at Eyota, even if they have to go to 

Rochester to trade. 

'l,here are now in 1866, five good school houses, rn which teacher~ 

arc employed at least eight months in the year. 

A large numbe~· of the farmers have fine young orchards set out., 

which give a.s fair promise of future fri1itfnlness as in any country in 

the same latitude. 

· 0. P. 1Nhitcomb has about two hundred trees on his farm, most of 

them in a fine. condition, and giving promise of future value. Benja.­

;miu, ,Joseph, and Henry Bear, have all of them, fine young orchards. 

Mo!e than one half of the farms unqer cultiYation ha.'°e orchards of 

more or less promise. 

1''AlBilXGTOX. 

F:umington is one of the northern towns of Olmsted County, and is 

bound.ml on the north by Guilford in Wabasha county, east by Elgi~t 
in the same county, south by Haverhill, and west by Oronoco. It was 

organizet! in 18581 by the election -0f the following officers: 

Si1pQrvisors-Ethan Kimball, Char~n, E. Evans, P. Russell. Town 

Cler~-T. H. Rose. 
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The following named gentlemen, have held the office of Chairman of 

supervisors and Town Clerk, since that time: 

CHAIRMAN SUPERVISORS. 

Ethan Kimball, 
,Tohn Little, 
Thos. :Crooks, 

'' " 
Ethan Kimball 
John Litt1e, 
'fhos. Brooks. 

TOWN CLERK. 

A. M. Ha.ll, ., . ' 
E. P. Whiting, 

" " 
" " 

" 
" 

Not till the ye:1r 1855, was there any settlement made within this 

township, but in A.pril of this year, 1Ir. Z. Tumbleson, erected a house 

in the south east coruer of the town, and commenced farming opera­

tions. He was soon followed by others who quickly effected a perma­

nent settlement. The gener:11 surface of the town is nearly all prairie, 

though timber skirt.s it on two sides, which makes it but a short dh'3-
tance for formers to lrnul their wood ancl timber for fuel and fenciug. 

Ia the winter of1855-6, :Mr. Andrew Parsons died in a house situated 

n~rls on the township line, which vms accounted as. the first death 

occurring in the town. ]Hiss Kate Cowles, now the wife of Ca.pt. J. A. 

Leonard, of Rochester, taught the first school, in the log school ho~s-e 

near Mr. Little's, in the summer of 1859. 

The .first ,vagon truck made in any specific direction, was made by 

A. 11:f. B;:i,ke1·, in pu,ssi1~g from Lake City to Rochester. In 1898, a 
State road wa..s laid ont hebvcen those two points, which is now one of 

the most thoroughly traYeled roads in the country. 

In the spring of 1857, Mr. J unian Lathrop set out with ai1 exploring 
party to look over the prairie, and after wandering about some time 

' he got sep::_1rate<l from his companions, and night came on, to add to 

his perplexity. He kept on traveling till near midnight he came to Tum­
blesou's shanty, where he _halloed and received information where the 

spring was located, at which his companions were to camp. He the-n 

took up his line of march for this point and soon found his friends,, 

. and hastened to assist them in courting the favors of the drowsy god+, 

but in consideration of the labors of the day, he was not very coy, an,l 
they were soon in the land of dreams. 
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In October 18:36, some parties wounded a Bear as he was pashing 

throuu-h the sett1ement. which induced bruin to leave for other p. arts;-
v / 

Mr. Philip Hupe, thinking th~it in his enfeebled cou<lition1 his bears.hip 

might be easily captured, started after him with an ax, and coming 

up to him attempted to cut him down; but bruin ol)jected to this kind 

of treatment, and turned upon his assailant and thre·w him to the ground 

and was about proceeding to make a meal off him, when a 1fr. Schurz 

ran to his assistance and dispatched the hear with his rifle. ~fr. Hope 

still lives in tho north pn.rt of the to ... ,n1 near tho scene of his adventure. 

Considerable interest has been taken by the farmers in planting 

fruit trees. 1Yir. J ohu Little, A. lv1. Baker, and vV m. Hodge have all ... 
quite a large number of trees. Mr. Hodge has a nursery of native 

trees, -which give every indication of thrift i1ncl harrlincss. 

The general surface of tho town is quii'J rolling, sometimes rising to 
an elevation that would bo termed hills. The uncultivated portion of 

the land is owned principally by non-resident speculators, but is being 

rapidly settled by enterp:i:ising fa.rmcrs who are opening up farms, and 

making it as good a grain growing town r.,s any in tho county. 

II.AYERIIILL. 

Haverhill situated near the center of the county, is much of the same 

general character of soil and surface, as are most of the towns in the 

county. l\fosL uf t1ic tnwn presents n ~\,11t1y nn<1nhtin6 surfoee, though 

in some portion:; it riH,).'3 hi,i;·h cnongh a hove the general level, to enti­

tle it tu the 11amc of hiil::, or mounds. These however, are all of tbem 

susceptible of a high slate uf cultivation, ::111d. pcdmps t1.fforc.l as good 

crops as the low fa.ads. The soil i;::; principally of black loam with cla.y 
subsoil, mostly eovc!red ,vii'h n. luxuriant grmvth of hazel brush, which 

f~rmers usually consider as indic::-i,tions of excellent farming land, aind 

such lauds arc aJways selected in preference to tho:;e growing nothing 

lmt the gr::-vss. There are some nn,tural meadows in the town, suffi­

cient to supply the needs of all until .such-. time as farmers can raise 

cultivated hay. All kinds of grain grow rapidly, and early arrive at 

maturity. The aver9,g~ of the wheat crop for 1865, was about twenty· 
. . . 

· two bushels to the acre. The prairie portion ~xtends through the tewu 
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from east to west, skirted by openings on the north and so1..1th, making 

the whole surface wen adapted to the wants of the community. 

Haverhill is bounded on the north by Farmington, east by Viola, 

south by 1Yiarion and west by 01·onoco. At the time of its organiza­

tion as a town, in 1858, it was called Zumbro, and so remained until 

1865, when, the commissioners changed the name to Sherman, in 

honor of that gallant general The town gloried in the name of Sher• 

man for about one year, when it was ascerfained that some other 

county not more patriotic, but more prompt, had stepped between then1 

and fame, and christened 011e of her towns with the title of the illustri· 

ous chieftain, and the commissioners were again obliged to go through­

the process of christening, and it now rejoices in the name of Jiaver­

hill, which it will probably retain unless some part of the State haR 

made a previous appropriation. 

The town wa:s settled as etlrly as 1855. On the 15th of ~Iay of tlrn.t. 

year, Mr. Gideon Fitch, Edward Cox, and G. Van Houghton, arrived 

in town and laid claim to certain tracts of lands in the north part, and • • 

laid out farms for themselves . 

. On the 1st day 9f October of tl1is year, a son was born to Mr. Fitch, 

whose probation in this world was for about two weeks. Thus the first 

birth was followed by the first death in about two weeks, and both in 

the_ same family. The first marriage was also solemnized in the same 

month, in the same house, and one of the parties a member of the same 

.family. Mr. Fitch was in trnth a veritable pioneer. His- family being 

the first in town, the first birth, death and marriage o·ccurreu in his 

family, and the first religious nieeting was held at his house. The 

first meeting was only a gathering of the friends of religion, to discuss 

matte~·s pertaining thereto, in July of 1855. In the October followiug 

public preaching was held at the same house, by Rev. Mr. :Moon, a 
~fothodist circuit rider .. Th~ society continued to hold their meetings 

at the residence of Mr. Fitch, until .A.ngust l 861, when a school house 
was built on ~Ir. Fitch's farm, since which time the meetings have been 
held there. Iri"'l;859, a l\frs . .Andrews living about a mile south of this 
settlement, opened a select school in her own house for the accon:nno-:­
dation of the neighbors, which is the earliest information wa have of 
any school in the town .. 
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At the time of its organization, the following named officers were 
chosen to run the machine of the town government for that year:­
Su pervisors-· 0. A.. Hadley, Char'n., Chas. H. Crane and Samuel 
\Voodbury, as side supervisors. Town'. Clerk-Chas. Parker; Asses---sor-Reese H. Talbot ; Collector-Baldwin Martin ; Justices of the 
Peace-Francis Dresser, R. W. Palmer; Constables-Baldwin Mar-. 
tin, John P. Simonds ; Overseer of Poor-Gideon Fitch; Pound Mas­
ter-G. Van Houghton. 

The Records in the Clerk's office ·bear no evidence of any business 
1Jeing done in the town, till April of 1860, when another election was 
held. 

The offices of Chairman of Supervisors, and Town Clerk have been 
tilled each successive year as follows : 

1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 

SUPERVISORS. 
·w 111. Horton, 
Wm. D. :Michael, 
C.H. Crane, 
Edwin Palmer, 
ll{m. Boyd, " ,, 

HIGH FOREST. 

TO1rYN CLERKS. 

Hiram 1'i.. n drews, 
John Van Smith, 
Reese H. Talbot, app't 
M. A. Burb auk, 

" " 
John Van Smith, ,, " 

We are indebted to Dr. A. Grant, Secretary of the Old Settler's As­
sociation of High Forest, for the following sketch : 

This town located in the south west part of the county of Olmsted1 

in Towns 104 and 105 range 14 west, ~as visited by an exploring 
party from LaCrosse, in 1Iarch, 1854. The company consisted 
of Rev. J.C. Sherwin, :Thfr. John Robinson and Dr. Balcome. 

The natural advantages which this region of country presented with. 
its rich soil, pure streams, rolling prairies and majestic forest, (from 
which this town takes it name), invited the explorers to permanent 
settlement which was effected'in the following month by Messrs. John 
Robinson, Owen Sherwin, Charles Shephard and John Wright, sup-

·_plied with breaking teams and other necessary means · for putting a. 

•different if not a fairer face on nature, as she had reposed since the 
. da wri of the morning of Creation. 

F 
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In the following month, May, 1854, the first family, consisting ofMr. 
and Mrs. Robinson and theirdaughter Mary R., Lucretia Stratford and 
Chai:ity Oleson, opened th& first house in this town and gave first evi· 
dence of the presence and march of civilization. 

Other pioneers soon followed and before the close of the season the 
little colony was augmented by the addition of Messrs. Covell, Granness 

Pierson, Lyon, Johnson, Rhodes, Hills and Clayson, the :first four now 
among our most substantial and prosperous citizens. With the native 
energy and perseverance which belong exclusively to pioneer. life, -and 
w~ioh are the only elements that can carve home, fortune, and new 
States, out of the broken wilds of nature, these settlers constructed 
houses and laying their hands to the plow to break the native soil that 
had lain undisturbed for:ages. 

Few remarkable events occurred the first season. The native red 
man occasionally appeared in their midst, but his calls were not attend· 
eel with the danger, torture and death with which he visited many 

sJttlements in the early history of many of the other western ~tates. 
W@ have no thrilling adventures of daring and. danger to relate; no 

perils or "hair breadth escapes" from wild beasts or wilder men. The 
unbridled elements were the only danger. Fire sweeping the broad 

expanse of untamed prairie apparently illumina,ted the whole heavens,· 
and the deep toned thunder and the terrific lightning so common in 
new lands, disturbed the slumbers of the hardy adventurers.. One of 
these storms is worthy of notice; it occurred on- the 6th of July, 1854. 

The day, even for that season of the year was intensely ho~, with occa­
sional shower$; towards evening a dark cloud obscured the sun which 
at nightfall had so expanded itself, that the whole horizon becam~ 11,. 

darkness portending a terrific storm. The atmosph~re was close, sultry 

and still; not a leaf or blade of gra~s trembled. The silence was un­
broken save as the distant thunder rose peal on peal, while the rapidly 
moving cloud~ marshalled themselves for pou!'ing out upon the parched 
earth a perfect flood of water, darkness disappeared before incessant 
glare of lightning, and rain fell in torrents.. The incessant roar of 

thunder, the uninterrupted play of lightniiig and apparently unbroken· 
sheet of watet falling from the clouds·, conspired to make this storm 
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perfectly grand and sublime, and it so awed the pioneers thatitremaina 

distinctly stamped upon their memory. After the violence of the storm 
had passed byf they repaired ,to their couches in the cabin, one only 
having been built at that time, standing on the banks of what is now 

known as Robinson creek, near its junction with Root River. The 

house not being large enough to accommodate all, one lady with sever• 
ail children sought shelter in a covered wagon box near the house; but 
the stream overflowing its banks, came rushing along with headlang 

haste, its violence arousing the sleepers, made it necessary for them to 
beat a hasty retreat. On awakening they found their cabin rapidly 

:filling with water, and means of egress by door and window were quickly 
sought. Some lost nearly all of their clothing, and many other articles 

of convenience were swept away • 

.The lady in the wagon box in rescuing her children lost a stocking 

containing gold to the amount of $1000, discovering the loss of her 

·money she began to search~for it. leaving two sleeping youngsters in the 
box. The swelling waters were sweeping them along when the strong 

ar,m of a stalwart Californian grasped the wagon box and made it fast 

to a tree. niorniug ca~ne, the gold was found, the water subside~ and 
all were safe. 

In the month of February, 1855, Capt. Wm. Russel, of Oswego, N. 
Y., in visit1ng some of his relatives who were among the early pioneers 

of this town, was so much pleased with its rich soil, natural facilit_ies, 

&c., that ·he determined to locate here and construct a flour and saw 

mill on this branch of Root River. He immediately set about the work 

and1'the number of workmen that he employed was a material addition 

to the community. In the course of the season he dammed the river, 

.erected a large and commodious building for the joint purpose of a. 

saw and flour mill. Early in the winter of 1855-67 the saw in this mill, 

the first running in all this region of country, was cutting out the much 

needed building material, au9-- the next season, 1856, the flour depart• 
ment was completed. 

In the spring of 1855, 1Ir. John Robinson determined to lay the' 

fo~ndation of a town and selecting the part of his land bi:st adapted to 

.that purpose, laid out a plat.with blocks, lots ~d streets. By this time 
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the visits of seekers for a locat10n to prosecute various kinds of business 

became quite frequentJ merc1mnts, mechanics, landlords, professional 

cha1·act~re;, &c . 

. In the autumn of 1855, B. S. Reppy; Esq., of LaCrosse, opened the 

first store in this town in a building erected for that purpose by Mr. 
Robinson, and almost cotemporary with him, Tuiessrs. Coe & Huddles­

ton opened a stock of general merchandise. 
In the same year that the original plat was laid out, Capt. Russell 

extended it by Russell's addition to High Forest. In the summer of 
1856, W. K. Tattersall of the city of N. Y., built a commodious three 

story hotel which has ever since and yet continues to furni_sh abundance 
of good cheer for the traveling public. 

The first divine ·service held and sermon preached in the town, was 

in June, 1855, at the house of Mr. Robinson. The minister was trm1-

sient and his nameunknown. In the summer of 1856, Rev. Mr. Hum­
ason of the M. E. church, preached in the mill, and afte_nvarc1s on 
warm sunny sabbaths, in "God's own temple, the grove," but theie ,vas 

no church organization earlier than 1859. On the 13th of .June, of that 

year, Rev. D. Cobb organized the Methodist Episcopal Church,- and the 

society erected a neat and commodious house of worship the following 

year. 

In February of the year 1859, the Baptists organized a Society, ancl 

two years after, 1861, built a substantial ancl capacious house of wor­

ship, from the belfry of which was heard the first ton.es of the cht(rch 

going bell in this entire region of country. 

In June, 1860, the Congregationalists organized themselves into a 
Society. 

In March, 1865, the Old School Presbyterian Church was organized 

at Stewartville, in this township, under the pastorate care of Rev. Geo. 

Ainslie. Each and all of these societies have regular service and are 

in a healthy and prosperous condition. 

The first school in this town was taught by J. C. Howard, i~ the 

winter of 1857-8, in the village of :a:igh Forest. There are at present 

eight schoolho:uses,in which schools are taught eight months in the year. 
· Mr. E. Y. Eade and Miss Reese, were the firstparties married. The 
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conjugal knot was tied by T. H .... t\..rmstrong, then Justice of the Peace 
in Mower county, 1855. 

The first death-Mary E. Robinson, June 1st, 1855, aged one year 
. . . 

and eight months, daughter of Mr. John and Mrs. Sarah C. Robinson· 

The first birth, Anna S. Lyon, February 1st, 1855, daughter of Or­
son and Sarah A. Lyon. 

The first political action was in Territorial times, before townships 

were organized. In the t:ipring of 1856, the part of the town theu iu 

the county of lvfower, was set off into a precinct, and the following offi­

cers appointed by the County Comlil.issioners: 

G. T. Covell, Supervisor; John Robins~n, Assessor; T. H. Arm­

strong, Justice of the Peace; Orson Lyon, Co;nstable. 

In the autumn.of 18.">7, the Republican County Convention nominat­

ed vV. K. Tattersal, for a seat in the lower house of the State Legisla­

ture, which nomination was ratified at the polls, and he was returned 

to a seat in the same House in 1860.. In 1858, G. T. Covell was eleet­

ed a member of the lower House. In 1863, T._ H. Armstrong was . 
elected a member of the lower House, returned and chosen speaker in 

1864, elected Lieut. Governor in 1865, which office he now holds. At 

the first town meeting after the admission of the State into the Union,. 

the following ticket was elected to run the machine of government· 

under the tow1iship organization act : 

Supervisors-D. B. Coe, Char'n, C. Stewa.rt, A.. Horton. 

Town Clerk-J. W. Whitney. 

Assessor-J. Pierce. 

Justice of the Peace-Julius Smith, David Brainard. 

Collector-J. L. Rockwell. 

Coustables-M. D. Chamberlain, John DeNure. 

In 1862, Wm. Carson was elected County- Commissioner, which of­

fice he now holds. 

In the spring of 1857, Charles Stewart, from western N. Y., 'built a 

flouring mill and laid out the village of Stewartville, within the limits of 
the town. This water power is one of the best in the county, and t~e 

improvement of it substantial. One of the three Post offices in the 

town is located at Stewartville. 
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With the natlll'al advantages of prairie land of the first quality, a. 
more than average amount of timber, an abundant supply of water, 

11,nd with the number of churches, Post offices and schools, there is 

perhaps no other rural town in' this region of country that offers more 

inducements to people seeking homes than High Forest. 
The business of High Forest at the Present time, · is represented as 

follows: 
Merchants-A. Grant, W. Buck, A. Gaskill, A. Rockwell. Tattersall 

House-W. K. Tattersall, Proprietor. Physicians-A. Grant, O. 
Chase. Blacksmiths-J. L. Rockwell, J. Smith, 0. Carlet. Carpenters 

-W. W. Tichenor, K. Z. Russell. Wheelright-Reese & Lyon. Boot 
_and Shoe Makers-N. E. Gaskill, Geo. Rueh. High Forest Mills-C. 

~tewart, Proprietor. Postmaster-J. L. Gaskill. Lawyer-T. H . 
.Armstrong. 

KALMAR 

Is one of the western towns of the county, and does not comprise 

quite 'a full township, sections one, two and three, having been attach~d 
to New Haven, making the boundaries of Kalmar as follows : 

North by New Haven, east by New Haven and Cascade, south by 
Salem, and west by Mantorville in Dodge county. About one fourth 

of the face of the town is covered with a good quality of timber. The 
. balance is prairie diversified with occasional patches of oak openings. 
The land is quite rolling, but not hilly, as there are but very few acres 
in the town that are not adapted to culture by the plough. The soil is 

s strong loam, with a clay subs?il. The loam is deep and ricµ, yield­
ing the enterprising husbandman a bountiful return for his labor. 

The town was settled in 1855, by l\{essrs. Chilson, Merritt, Gilbert: 
·Burgess, Randall and Cauldwell, who built the first house and turned 
the first sod in the town. In 1855, Messrs. Blair & Staats built a saw 

mill, and in 1857, an addition, whi.ch was fitted up for flouring purposes. 
:Mr. W. W. Doty, also built a saw Mill in the summer of 1857, and in 
1858, Mr. Middleton errected a saw mill to be driven @y steam, about 

three fourths of a mile above Doty's mill. All these mills have been 
doing a good business each season since they were built, making quite 

• trade in lumber, to the great advantage of the town. · 
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The first school was taught in a small house near Blair's mill, by .. 

Miss Jennie Dumars, now Mrs. C. C. Jones of this city, in the summer 

of 1856. 
The first religious meeting was held in the summer of 1855, by:Rev. 

D. L. King, who continued to labor with the people.occasionally till the 

fall of 18607 when a class was organized by J. H. Richardson, with the 

following members : Madison Rice and wife, Leroy Cleveland and 

wife, Melancthon Holt and wife, Wm. Rice and wife, and Wm. C. Rice. 

The ehurch has continued to prosper and increase in numbers since its 

first organization. 

The first marriage was celebrated between James Caulfield, Esq.,. 
and a Miss Bonny. The ceremony was performed by James Bucklin,., 

Esq., of Rochester, who having lost his way in going over the prairie 

to the place of the nuptials, was very late. So much behind time was. 

the Justice, that the impatient bride and groom concluded that he. 

would not come, and not wishing a postponement, sent for Elder King 

to tie the knot. But soon after the messenger was dispatched, the J us­

tice "hove in sight," and being somewhat tii·ed and anx~ous to have the 

job through with, he proceeded to pronounce them husband and wife1 

before the Reverened gentlem.an's arrival. 

The first birth was in the family of Lorenzo Gilbert. The first deaths 

were Mrs. Jam.es Caulfield and child. We have not the exact date of 

these occurrences, but believe they were in the summer of 1856. 

Kalmar has a fair record among the military heroes, seventy-six of 

whom volunteered to serve their country in her hour of need, and those 

who stayed at home evinced an appreciation of their acts, by raising a 
bounty of $11,050, to distribute among the boys in blue who did the 

fighting. 
The town has six comfortable school houses, five of them framed 

buildings, and one of log, in each of which schools are taught th-e 

greater portion of the year. 

The following persons have served as Chairman of Supervisors, and 

Town Clerk : D. L. King, 4 years; H. C. Sheldon; Mr. Payne; D. 
Sinclair; B. F. Perry, 2 years; S. J. McDowell, ·6 years; W. W. 
Doty; R. J. Perry, 2 years. 
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In the summer of 1857, D. L. King was elected to the Constitutional , 
Convention, and in 1858, to the House of Representatives. In 18G5, 
B. F .. Perry was elected to the House of Representatives. 

MARION. 

Directly east of Rochester, with Haverhill on the north, Eyota on the 
east and Pleasant Grove on the south, lies the town of l\farion, which 
dates it3 first settlement in April, 1854, at which time, :Messrs. Alfred 
Kinney, Levi Phelps, Nathan Phelps, Eleazer Phelps., Geo. Mills, ancl 
a few ot~ers with their families, made their camp near the present 
village of Marion, and staked out their claims to real estate. They 
commenced improvements immediately, and very soon their cabins 
were dotting the prairie and human habitations were there to greet the 
eye of the explorer of the western wilds and Indian hunti11:g grounds .. 

Being a pious and God-fearing people, the day after their arrival be­
ing Sunday, they held a kind of family worship, and all gathered around. 
theiri;camp fires seated upon ox-yokes, boxes, &c., _they formed a fam_ily 
circle, as children of one great father, and unitedly joined in praise and 
thanksgiving to a Divine Providence, for thus casting their lot in plea­
sant places, and bestowing upon them this goodly heritage. The 
meeting was addressed by Rev. l\fr. Predmore, which is believed to be 
the first sermon ever preached to a civilized people in Olmsted county. 
Thus in God's natural temple, not made with hands, surrounded by 
only the works of the great Original, and the evidences of his goodness 
and mercy, was instituted the first public worship in Olmsted county. 

As time passed on the country became settled rapidly, and the build­
ings multiplied till a neat a.nd bustling, active village was in the hight 
of its prosperity, and in 1856,, Marion was the rival of Rochester for 
the County Seat, and boasting of two. hotels, three stores, and othe-r 
busine~s in proportion; but the water power fortunately possessed by 
Rochester, turned the ·scale in its favor, from which time Marion has 
been declining as. a village, though its agricultural interests are con­
stantly improving. 

In the fall of 1854, Mr. Alfred Kinney opened a store about one mile 
east of where the village now stands, which he kept in operation for 
about one year, whenhe removedhis stock, and in company with James 
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De Graff, opened a store in the village. Business prospered and the next 

year two more stores were opened. 

A school was established in 1856, and the ,people.have ever mani­

fested a lively and active interest in the cause of education .. 

The first visit of the dreaded messenger of death was made to the 

family of :Wir. David Baumgartner, in the spring of lt:56, and they were 

called upon to spare one of their little ones to go ou 1Jefore them to the. 

thither shore of the dark river, to await their coming) when their work 

here shall have been finished. The same vear the marriarre rites were 
J O -

first celebrated by the union of 1'-lr. Jacob Bonham ancl Miss Letitia. 

Phelps. 

There is no timber of consequence in any part of the town of niarion 

neither any available water power. In Pleasa,nt Grove which lie;-; 

directly south, there is plently of timber along the banks of Root Ri\ er, 
to supply both fuel and fencing for the several towns adjoining it. The 

soil in general is of a sandy loam, though in some pla.ces it is qnite 

sandy, only slightly 111.ixed with loam. Diagonally through the eentcT 

of the town there is a strip of sandy soil varying in width from a.half 

n1ile to a mile, which comprises most of the sand to be found in the 

county. 

The -village of :Marion is still quite a trading point, and supports 01w 

good Dry Goods and Grocery Store, kept by Messrs. Fawcett & ltoot; 

one hotel, two blacksmith shops and one wagon shop. Dr. J. C. Cole, 

is resident physician, having established himself there at an ear1y day, 

and practised his profession till the present time. There is also a very 

good. church edifice in the village, which is filled each sabbath day 

with attentive worshippers. 

:Marion has been twice represented in the State legislature, by Hon. 

J.P. Moulton, who distinguished himself for his earnest and practical 

zeal for the good of the county and State. 

Great interest is always manifested by the citizens in all enterprizcs 

for the public good, and in schools and churches, they are not behind 

any in the county. 
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The following named persons have served in their respective capaci· 
ties since the organization of the town in 1858: 

ClIAR'N SUPERVISORS. 
1858 John Case, 
1859 John R. Brown, 
1860 C. H. Short, 
1861 S. A. Howard, 
1862 T. E. Cooper, 
1863 " " 
1864 E. West, 
1865 " " 
1866 " " 

TOWN CLERKS. 

E.T. Fry, 
Richard Edwards, 
J. C. Cole, 
J. 'Rorman, 
A. W. Curtis, 
C. W. Cressup, 

" " 
" " S. P. Chandler. 

In the summer of 1856, the first Post Office was established, and L. 
G. Dudley appointed Post master. Mr. Dudley was also appointed 
Justice of the Peace, and held that office for several years. 

NEW HA.VEN. 

In Angust of the year 1854, Samuel Brink, S. P. Amsden, Wm. Kil­
roy, ~- N. Palmer, and C. Colgrove, came into the town and made their 
:claims, and commenced preparations for building themselves homes 
and cultivating farms. Brink, Amsden and Palmer, settled near the 
-center of the town, while Messrs. Kilroy and Colgrove chose as their 
location, places on the branch of the Zumbro, near the pleasant little 
village of Genoa. :Th-fr. Kilroy commeneed immediately to turn ove.J." 
the thick prairie sod preparatory to putting in a cro1J, and M:r. Brink 
at his place set himself to work to convert the excellent waterpower 
which the Zumbro here affords, to some practical use, by the erection 
of a saw mill, and thus produce the lumber which the pioneer settlers 
stood in such need of to build their houses and barns. In the year 
1855, 11r. Brink brought on some $15,000 worth of Dry Goods and 
groceries, and opened a store, thus supplying another material want of 

the settlers, an~ at the same time adding to his own prosperity, and the 
growth and prosperity of the town. This same year a man by the name 
of Burch opened a" grocery store, and vended "wet and dry groceries" 
to customers far and near, frequently selling his customers, that which 
maketh a man glad, sad and mad, at the same time. 

Another saw mill was put in operation this same season, by Messrs. 
Baker and Mattison, on the same stream, on which Mr. Brink's was 
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located, and about one mile above, which commenced cutting lumber 

immediately, making the town a bust1ing and active place, and giving 
intimation of a town of some note at a not far distant day. 

In 1856, another store was opened by a Mr. Nye, and in 1858, Dan­
iel Heany of Rochester, opened still another store, and became one of 

the leading merchants of the county. Mr. Heany continued the mer­
cantile business until 1860, when business was transferred to other 
towns, and that of the village of New Haven passed away and 

was reckoned among the things tbat were and are not. 

In 1856, Messrs. Mapes, Baker, and Frycke, built a saw mill at Ge­
noa, and in 1857, Charles Chapin and Son, erected still another saw 
mill on the same stream and just below that of Messrs. :Mapes, Baker 
& Frycke. In the summer of 1863, IYir. John Kilroy and L. vV. Kil-. 
bourn, built a. fine steam saw mill at Genoa, which did a good business 

till it was burned down in the spring of 1864. The mill was rebuilt the 
same season, which makes three mills in operation in this ,rillage. At 
this point mercantiie pursuits were not commenced at so early a day as 
in the centre of the town, but business is still prosperous to compen­
sate the citizens for waiting for the "good time coming." :Mr. Ira 
Richards opened the first store in 1863. In 1864, Mr. J. L. Bassett 
started a grocery store, and in 1865, Hiram IYiiller opened another 

store with a general stock. All of which are in successflll operation at 
the present time. 

This town is situated in the northwest part of the county, and bound~­

ed on the north by Pine Island, in Goodhue county, on the east by O.ro­
noco, on the south by Kalmar and west by Roscoe in Dodge oounty. 
It is somewhat irregular in shape, as it comprises the whole of town­

ship 108, and sections, one, two and three, of township 107. 
About two-thirds of the town is covered with a heavy growth of tim­

ber, composed P!incipally of bass ·and oak, but somewhat interspersed 
with hickory, maple and black walnut. A large share of the oak and 

bass lumber that is used in the county, is manufactured at mi11s in New 
H;1.ven. Two branches of the Zumbro run the entire length of the town, 
uniting near the boundary line on the east, and forming one stream. 

which flows through Oronoco, driving the machinery at that thriving 
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villnp;•\ J 11 the nort.lt p1ttL of' Urn I.own, Lho 1-wil iti ol' 11, <11u·k lon,111 with 

i•ln._y 1i1il>Hnil, 11.11cl i11 t.!i,, 11rn1tlic·rn portion u. d1'.cp l1lnck 1111n.:k. .N,\arly 
ouD lmlf of' tl10 pndrio and opo11i11µ; i:; u11dc1· culLiv11'.tio11. 'J'lw pru11c11t. 

pop1d:1.l,io11 of Uw lowo iH nlio11I, 800. 

'Vhu fit·,<Jf; L1i1th ill t.ld:-i town WHH t1ml, or BurUm, daue:(htrn· or vV,11. 
Kill'oy, 011 I.ho l:Hh of .Mn1·ch, 1 HGo. 'fhu lit·HI. 11rnr1·i11.go w:u1 cnlol,1·iit.ml 

i11 the 11pt'i11g of' rnGD, 1,otwoon ,J(lhll llolmrn; 11.11d Miim VIn1111. PlielpH. 

tilt•. N. J\lndi:-m11, di1!d i11 1.110 Hn11111 :-1pri11g, wlii<d1 wnH I.Ito fi1•t1I d1•11(.h 

Um(, ot:curn11I in I.ho Lown. 

Tliu fir:.;L roligiow-1 Hm·vico wn.r, holil in r~ g1·ovo uuw lrnown aH (\q1tur 

Owvu, ill. Uw Holll.h JJIH'L or Lho [,uwu, in uwr,, wl1on ll, Hl!l'ltlOII WltN 

pt·uaelwd ll,Y Hov. K A. Wi11g7 110w of Mn1·io11. M i1-11-1 A 1111 L0Hi11~~·1:1: 

i1rn11µ;\tratud Lho fil'Mli Hcllool e11Loepri1-10 i11 11, liU.lu log· 1wlt()ol l1011:-i11 

11(n1.1· Cu11Lcr (; roY1!1 whoru :-ilto l,nld u1Hl iHpulod 1-1w11.,y ovm 1.lt1i yrn111g 

IIJ'l'l1i11M liw J.!10 Hpacc or l.wo 11l()ll(,1tr1, wltt:ll Llw hollHU iLHnll' Wll,H l'IJIIIOVCd 

=~111l li1\I' lickl of' ojt111•nt,iow1 t.rn11:-di:r·nld Lo 1.lto lol'L ut· <dm111 l11n· n!' ,loh11 

L't1w1·y'M lto11."l, :, tli1 i :q 1p1·11a1 • I, to w It i cit w11,N 111ndo 1m.Hy 1,_y 111<m,1111 of.' a 

good 1-11drnf.nn(.ial l;uld,ir. 1l1lto roo111 lin,1 11oi1.l11:1· doot'H ot· wi11dowr-1, 11111. 

l1oh-1 wnru lo!'!, i11 1111.cli (\IHI ol' 1.ltu l,11ildi11g whi(:lt ·[d in 1tM 

inucli li.!!;hL n:-:1 1.111111~•:lt Ll,o dum wn,:-1 t.litn·o. Hurn l'or n. 11111111.cr of 

W1!d::•1 111" Hel101,I wuuL on, 1.110 t.u:wl11>1'H n.11d p11pil1-1 lil.1i1·nll,y 1•li111bi11i:, 

1.111: lri,ddet· of_' H1:ic11c1•1 anll pun111i11g· k11uwl1:dgu 1111d(11· dilli,:11ILi1•/4. 111 
tliu !i,llowi11,:{ ;1,11!,1111111, l.!H: cil.i:1.1:11H l111ill. n. li1111 l:t.1't!:n frn.1111\d :wliool 

!11111~11 .. :, w!iich lltny l'.ttill 1:l11.i1u nH t.lu_: lnl'g1JHL n11d bn:J,l, furnirJl11_id of n.11y io 

tlw co111d,_y. 

Jn t,h, .. r-rpl'i11g or IH:1H, I.lie toWll wn:-1 01·gn11i1.od llllll(!I' 1--\1.al,1: ln.w, ,~wl 
4,l11J li1J lowi nrt; tJ\,wu ollicon, oloct,~d ; 

HIJl'IWVIHOH.N. cI,rmIrn. 
IH!,H ,luh11 Lowry, 

l>n.11iol_Nnlly, 

] I'. . H,1t{ Joh11 Cornwell, 

'l 1lioH .. ~l eM 11.11 UH, 
I Hf,!) .Jolin l(ilroy, 18:ii) " " 
I H(il) .J .... M. Co1·11wtdl, 

,, 
" 

1 ·~r I Vn,HilJI Nn.lly7 " 
,, 

I i. 

'I Hli~ " " " 
,. 

U•Hi:J ltw,jr•mll w i 11 il'ttn Fl, " ' " 
J Hli,I, JJ11,11 iul Snlly, " 

,, 
l HI'., ,J. M. Cornwell, " 

,, 
. • .. ,o 
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Tlll' lown lt:1''· now !•'r•vr-n '.Wh1111l hn11H•~i-i, f'1>111· n1ilhi. t.hrcn Hl01'1'.H 11.11d 

(n11:. J'u.~l. c,ffict. !:-icvc1·:1,! whi::k(:y :1hop~1 hnv" '"'''" 1-1tiu·t.11d1 li111. liy th1: 

1•fforl,H ol' Llio Urn~d 'l\mqdrtrH, t,lioy lmvo be1i11 1dfod1mlly e1'11:-ili1:d 111i1 1 

nnd 11,t, Lile pn;i:1011.L t.imn 1.lturo iM uo plu,cu fill' tho mdu ol' i11toxicu.t.i11}r, 

d1·i11lu1, 11.nd tJ10 tuwn 11, l'Ull upon Htl'ict,ly twnprn.·11.ucc pri11ciplt1M, 

(llt.<lN<H:o. 

The t.ow11 or Ot·o11cH'.O, r1il.1mt.cd in lfo., nort.lrwm1t.cr11 tol'IH~I.' of t.lin 
1·111111Ly, iH 01111 ol' 1.110 li11<::-;I, arnl bent. dcy1•l1q,11d 1 11.M wi~It 1u-1 <11rn ni' 1.lu~ 

Ji l'H L H1dJl!jd, 

.AH on,1·ly nf:I tho l:Hh of M11,relt, I.Hid, t.lw Moil wo,H 1,roktni up irnd JH'<\· 

}H1.rn,l.io11H wn1lu for t11.t1·yi11g on tho 11.gl'icu\t,111·11.I p1n·H11it,:-:1, which t11cn 
WN1~ jmll, l>nh1r~ i11t.rnd11c11<1 int.o LhiH willl<~1·111~HH (~011111.ry 011 U,t, wrn-1tpr11 

,dwn: of' (.hn MiHHir1Hippi. 'J11w Hit.o of' th1: pt'oHnlll. villn:r,1~ i:,1 011,~ 11f' l.lw 
lllOHI, 1·0111a1d,ic or 1.1111 11111.11y l'Olllitlll.ic Hi\.('.:-\ in l.hn St.nl.11, Tlw /~11ml,n1 

riv,\r rn11:-; l,lt1·nugh Llrn pln.er1 11.11,l j wd, HH it. Pnl.111•t-\ t.lio v'tllit~,\1\, l,'.11.J,:4 
down 11, liLt.lo p1·1:dpico 1nn.ki11J-;, 11. 1tt1i1•1,r cn.Ln.1•11.1.d,7 t1,11d cn1n.kr-1 ii wnkr 

1 ,._ ·,:r t,\iat. c11.11110I, 110 oxcnllod in tlt11 co1111try, Tit,, vii Iago 1:-1 tnnHI. nl' 
!.i !Ill t.111• wm1t. Hid1~ or I.ho riv1q• OIi a 111.1.ln l.11.l,lo In.nil, which lhl'l,h1~t' lHtck 
ir1 1snr1·citu1d1Hl 1,y hillH ol' n101·1• lul'l.y p1·nl1-11r1io11:1, :-111 l.lin.l. l.lHJ\1:-(li t.h11 vil­

ln}r,1· ii•', 011 q11itu lti,t{li ,t{ro11n1l it, 'iH y1\L 1wHt.l11d n111011g· tl111 ldllM. lt. 1'.n11-

l11.i11H prol,11.hly HOlll('. l\1111· h1111dt'1'.d i11lin.l,it.n.1t1.1-1 !1.ll or whom !li'(1 1-:0lH•r 

:111d indt1:\l.rio11n IH'.oplf', .A. 111il., IH•low t.111• villuy" 1,y ti,llowi11,v; Iii,• l'iv,!r 

_y<,n fi11d a11nt.l11'.1' w11.l.111• pnw1:1•, n.11d Ktill l<1Wf•t· d11w11 yc-L 11.11olfoq\ eapalil.­

ol' f,111·11i111,i; nny fl.lllOllllL or 1llll,{'.lti1w1•y wli«·ll 0111:<J it iM brought. i11t.o \II-illy 

11Pil lwr o!' t.hf'i-H~ l:1,t.1.1~1· powm·r-1 n.n1 i JJI pn,vud. 

In tho f-llllllllll'I' nr IH(i(i, pn.1·1.ic~:-1 c0111mene1:d t.11(~ i-inn.1·cl1 l'nrgohl nlo11µ: 

he h;\.llkt or t.lw 1/;111111>1·0, a11d i11 \11!\,ll,Y it1!-tl,1t,ll(',l 1K t.ltn 1·,wk ILllll m1.1•1.'1 

·:nK fo1111d 1.o lin liiglily 1t1t:l.n.lil'1iro111-1, n.n(l Ho 1.lioro11g-ldy i111p1·eg:1mtctl 

dt.11 gold, tlin1. I.ho i11lo1·u1-1L g:1·cw to ho 1w cXcil.1H111:Jll., nm! tho fi,n'I.H111.~ 

11:11k1!t'H llo<:h1•<l into town in grent t11m1he1•:;, 'l'ho p1·111ciJ11d "digxing-i-!' 1 

rn.1:1 11, fow miloH holow t.1111 town, lrnt. Llie1'0 won, fbnn<l Knl-liciunt imlimL· 
irn1H of' Llio 11.11l'il\:t•n11H mutnl, JHJ!H' tho vil11i1t.n t,n hri11g real tJHtnt.e to 
•1·1111forfnl high pl'icrn-1 .. 'l'lto Hmtnein.1 <:rir1iH or ] 8G7, 1ual tlrn Kp1·i11g-

; .,.,liltntH or Lhc 1-Jtillie yon.r, CjOlli hi mid, ~wopt 1.iwu.y LlH.i i,luicci; 11.ud lhn 
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brilliant anticipations of the miners, into the far-away to-morrows, and 
neither have ever yet been recovered. 

We can perhaps give as correct idea of the settlement, growth and 

present prosperity of the town by publishing entire, a letter from Hon. 

L. B. Hodges, in answer to our request, to furnish us with some items. 

of information. Mr. H. writes as follows: 

From Curtis' at Pleasant Grove, to Cannon Falls, and from Springer}~ 

and Davidson's settlement (now St. Charles,) thence to Faribault, was 

·an unb1·oken solitary wilderness, up to March 13th, 1854, at which time 
Leonard B. Hodges, J.B. Clark and Ebenezer S. Collins of Iowa, made 
the first settlement in the heart of this wilderness, twenty-five miles 

from anybody, on section 17, town 108, range 14 west of the 5th prin. 
111., on ·what is now the site of the village of Oronoco. 

After staking- and making their claims and putting up their log cabin, 

Hodges and Clark returned to Iowa for supplies, leaving Collins to 

kold the claim. They returned the last of April with five yoke of oxen 

and ti "prairie schooner," loaded to the guards with provisions, farming 

iniplem.ents, and a small black-smithing institution, for the nearest 
\ 

·blaek · smith was at Red vVing, thirty-five miles north ; too far to go 

with a plough every few days. The season of 1854, was occupied in 

breaking forty acres of prairie, planting it to corn and potatoes, build• 

ii1g, staking out roads and keeping "Old Bach." 'fhey had a good time 

of it, raised a good crop, and before winter set in, ''Oronoco" was an 
established institution. 

The first white woman who visited Oronoco, was a .M:iss Stevens, 

who made us a visit in the summer of 1854. Just before this era in 

the progress of civilization, Clark, becoming tired of the monotony of 

our Sioux neighbors, ( some two or three hundred of whom had bee·n 

;encamped with us for several weeks,) made an offer of a town lot to any 

'white woman who would come and see us. Miss S. responded by mak-

.-ing us the proposed visit, accompanied by her brother, and in due time 

received the deed, of her lot. The first white family who settled after 

us, was that of Mr. E. C. Stevens from Red "\Ving, who moved to this 

place about the 1st of August, 1854, and where he still resides. The 

·Dext family was that of S. P. Hicks @f Iowa, who with his accom-
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plished wife, soon converted our bachelor establishment into a first class 

hotel, and maintained its reputation as such while they presided over it. 

In the spring of 1855, Mr. Hicks built the Zumbro House, which 

fi?-lly maintained the reputation of the old hotel. 

The first store in Oronoco was opened in the fall by John B. Clark 

and J. A. Moore. The next by Samuel Withrow and H. D. Evans, in 

1855, in which yea1· the first mill-dam.was built by Ezra Odell and Jas.­

Holliston, who also built a saw mill and had it running by the 8th of 

November of that year. The grist mill was built by T. A. Olmste~, 

D. J. Bascomb and H. D. Evans in 1856. · The same year :Messrs. 

Alcott & Wilcox built a Sash, Blind and Door Factory, and started 

a Shingle Mill and Planing Machine. 
In the spring of 1855, the first meeting of the Board of County Com• 

missioners was held in Oronoco, Ool. J as. George, Brighan1 Barrows 

and James Rutan, Commissioners. At this first meeting of the Board 

our School District was or~:anized. The fir8t school was tau~rht bv , _ _. l..i ., 

1'fiss Sarah Pierce. The first sermon I remember to have heard 

preached in Oronoco, was at a Methodist Quarterly meeting by Elder 
Hobart of Red vVing, and was held in the store house of Evans ... ~ 

\Vi throw on the south side of the river, at which time a collediou was 

taken up and on counting the money, the Elder remarked that it ,vas 

the biggest pile he ever saw raised from so small a crowd. 

The "Oronoco Courier" newspaper, was established in the fo,11 of 
1856: by a Joint Stock Company, consisting of Leonard B. 1-Iodge~ 
J ohu B. Clark, Ebenezer S. Collins, Reuben Ottmau, and E. Allen 

Power. The press and stock of the concern wa:s purchased in Dubuque,,.. 

Iowa, of tT. B. Dorr & Co. John R. Flynn of Dubuque was foreman 

of the office. Dr. Hector Galloway was appointed by the stock holders 

Editor in Chief and E. A.Hen Pmver, Local Editor. This was tlie first 

newspaper established in Olmsted county, and during its brief existence 

ranked with the ablest public journals of the State, and established the· 

reputation of Dr. Galloway as the most accomplished writer in South­

er1:1- Minnesota. Ned Powers presided over his department, with all the 
rollicking fun of a genuine Irishman. That they were successful may 

be inferred from the fact that ';Doc." was soon elected to the State 
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~enate7 and Ned, the incorrigible7 irrepressible N cd, to the House of 

RepresentatiYes. The pani_c of 1857, ::i.dmonished the. Stockholders of 

the necessity of retrenchment and reform. Justice to themselves, .com -

i:>elled them to abandon the somewhat expensive luxury of running a 

newspaper. 

The school house of Oronoco was built in 1856, by the Oronoco Lit• 

erary Association for their own use, and at the time was the best build­

ing of the kind in the county. The Association generously donated the 

use of the building to the public as a, school house and a place to hold 

nieetings. "\Vhen the District became able, they purchased the build­

ing of the Association, and now this is to be superseded by the erection 

of n, magnificent school house, which will be a credit not only to the 

District. but to the State. 
I 

The first white child born in OronocoJ was a Norwegian, name un­

known, born in January 1855, and died in infancy. The first mafriage 

,vas that of James Holliston and Iv.fary Stevenson, in Se_ptember, lSf> 5. 
The volunteers who have diecl in the service of their country, are 

Ebenezer S. Collins, one of the original proprietors of the town; .Amos· 

Keelei'., who was shot at the battle of Fredericksburgh and diesl, from 

the effects of the wound soon after; Roswell Stanton, diecl; Lieut 

Alexander Cregg, died in ~ospital at Galatin1 Tenn.; Orlan Bascomb, 

died in Hospital, in reun.; H. J. Kirkham died in Miss.; Daniel Fet.­

te1·son, died in hospital in Louisville, Ky.; Geo . .Atkinson, died at An­
dersonville, Ga,; John Ca,mpbe11, died in Arkansas. 

Mr. Collins was one of the earliest of our heroic countrymc-n who 

fell in defence of the Union. Soon after the commencement of hostili­

ties, he proceeded to St. Louis and enlisted in a Cavalry Regiment. 

Becoming tirecl and disgusted with the idlen<ess and inactiYity of camp 

life in a large city, and panting for an opportunity to engage in actual 

·,conflict with th€ enemy, _he was successful in~obtaining his transfer from 

his regiment to the_.gun boat Essex, then ordered to engage in the reJ 

duction of Ft. Donelson. In that memorable conflict he :was mortally 

·wounded and died in six hou:cs afterwards. 

As to the amount of business transacted in this town, the total aggreM 

gate will not vary much from $100,000 annually. The grist mill 
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owned by A. D. Allis, Esq., is continually crowded to its utmost ca· 

pacity~ The wagon shop of A. K. Stone, is doing a large business in 

manufacturing new work. Dean's wagon shop has all it cap do. Hill's 

Black Smith shop cannot begin to do the work that naturally comes 
here. 

Bascomb & Withrow, long and very favorably known to the business 
men and others of this region, are selling piles of goods. Lindsay 

Bros., although lately established here, are doing a heavy general 

u1erchandise business. Their stove, tin and sheet iron establishment, 

also, merits special n?tice, and supplies a long felt necessity. 
C. H. Hudson is also doing a snug business in the grocery line. G. 

A. Hewitt & Son, still run the old Zumbro House, unaer the new cog­
nomen of Hewitt's ExPha.nge. The shoe and boot business is repre-

8entcd by Christian Millhouse, who cast his lot among us at au early 
Jay, and whose reputation as a crack workman is wen known. G. A. 
rribbitts, also, carries on the business, and besides being a good work­

n1an, is noted as the only shoe maker in existence who always has his 

work done when called for. 

Whi1e most of the ordinary branches of business have succeeded and 

prospered, and have become established on a permanent basis, the 

';Doggery" has never succeeded in this town-half a dozen different 

attempts have been made since the first settlement in 1854, but 
.;t,'U ha-ve proved unsuccessful. Our way of treating them is to let them 

alone "severely," and they are sure to die out in a few months. 

The following persons have served the town since its organizati9n: 
SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS. 

1858 L. B. Lodges, J. McMaster, 

1859 Wm. li:I. Pierce, A. G. Lawyer; 
1860 J. A. Frank, " " 
lSGl "\V m. nL Pierce, E. Odell, 

1862 E. C. Stevens, Eli D. Hewitt, 
1863 " " " " 
1864 J. }Icli.1:aster, Chas. II. Whitney, 
1865 'YVm. M. Pierce, S. Barnes, 

1866 Wm. Lindsay. . Chas. H. Whitney, 
G 
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ORION. 

Orion is one of the southern tier of towns in Olmsted countyi and 

perhaps possessing as many of the elements of wealth and prospe1·ity 
as any. About two thirds of the town is prairie and oak openings, 
the other third is covered with magnificent forest trees, affording au 
abundance of timber for that and surrounding towns. The boundaries 

of Orion are : on the north, Eyota; east, Elmira; south, Spring Valley; 

and west, Pleasant G1·ove. 

The :first settlement was made in 1854, at which time a 1ifr. Scher~ 

merhorn, Joel Ballard, David Hazelton, and J fl,mes Edwards, located 
in the eastern part of the township and made preparations for building 
homes. In the fall of the same year, Ste1)hen Case, C. L. Case,. and 
several others, came on and selected farms, and in the spring following 
the colony grew to quite a settlement. 

The first marriage that took place in Orion, was that of 1,fr. 0. H. 
Chapman and Miss Louisa Schermerhorn, in the fall of 1854. The 
first death was that of Mr. Schermerhorn, in the summer of 1855. 

The first school was in the winter of 1856, and taught by a 11r. 

Beardsley. 

T:he first religious service was at the house of Stephen Ca,se, in the 

fall of 1855;. Sermon by Rev. Geo. Stevenson. The Methodists organ." 

ized a society in the autumn of 1855, _which has continued to flourish 

ever smce. 

In the summer of 1855, Mr. Cummings built~ saw mill on a branch 
of Root River, at a point where the river runs through a heavy belt ur 
timber. He also planned a town, which he giwe the name of Cnm­
mingsville. The same year Thos. Ha.rris erected a steam saw mi11 

and put it in· operation that season. Neither of the mills were very 

profitable investments, and were operated -only a short time. The 
Root River.., and M:iU Creek, both run through the length of the town 
and afford an excellent supply of water and a good water power. Orioa 
affords a better supply of timber than any other town in the county. 

The organi7Jation was made in 1858. The following gentlemen have 

served as Supervisors and Town ,Clerks : 
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CIIAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS, 

1858 L. B. Bliss, S. J. Russell, 
1859 Richard Russell, John Hancock, 
1860 Thos. Harris, " " 
1861 Stephen Case, " " 
1862 F. B. Burke, " " 
1863 J. C. Robinson, " " 
1864 Stephen Case, " " 
1865 J. C. Robinson; " " 
1866 -- Burnap. " " 

In the fall of 1861, Thos. Harris was chosen to the State Legislature, 

and in 1859, L. B. Bliss was elected to the responsible position of 

Register of Deeds of Olmsted county, which position he has held ever 

since. Mr. Bliss has also held the positiGn of 1Yiayor of the city of 
Rochester, to which place he removed on his election to the office of 
Register of Deeds. 

PLEASANT GROVE 

Is situated in the southern tier of towns, and is bounded on the ~orth 

by Marion, east by Orion, south by Spring Valley in Fillmore county, 

and west by High Forest. It derives its name from a beautiful grove 
of oaks, where the little village is located, and to any one who has an 

eye for the beautiful, it seems very appropriate. The town was 01·gan­
ized in 1858, on ·the 11th day of May, by the election of the following 
ofiicers: 

Supervisors-J. H. Harten.bower, Char'n., E. H. Stuckman, and F. 
L. Stevens; W. IL inns, was elected Town Clerk; H. G. lfcCaleh, 
Assessor; Samuel Barrows and I. W. Norton, Justices of the Peace; 

Vvm. Kennedy, Collector; Wm. Kennedy and J. S. Stevens, Consta­
bles ; John Collins, Overseer of the Poor. 

The following named gentlemen have been elected to the office of 

Chairman of Supervisors, and Town Clerk, respectively since then: 
SUPERVISORS. CLERKS. 

1859 Elkanah Day, W. H. Mills, 
1860 G. T. Sanborn, P. B. Austin, 
1861 vV. H. Mills. " " 
18G2 R. S. Russell, D. W. Prentice, 
1863 " " R. D. Hathaway 
1864 " " " 'J 
1865 " " " " 1866 " " " 

,, 
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In the fall of 1856, R. D. Hathaway was elected to the Legislature 

of the State. 
The town was first settled in October, 1853, by Philo S. Curtis, who 

with his family, settled in the place where now stands the village of 

Pleasant Grove. Others soon followed and the place soon presented 

the appearance of a hamlet. Mr. Curtis was appointed Post master 

when the office was first established. In 1861, ~Ir. Mills Tesigned the 

office of Chairman of Supervisors, and entered the army: and R. D. 

Hathaway was appointecl in his place. Also, commis3ioned the first 

Justice 6f the Peace for this town. 

In 1855, J\fr. Curtis opened the first hotel in town, which was abun­

dantly patronized by people traveling over the Dubuque and St. Paul 
Territorial road. Several persons came into the place and located at 

nearly the same time as }Ir. Curtis, among whom were JvI. Brittendo}l1 

John Lambert, John and "\Villiam. Burch, Jacob Prentice, J. D. Bunce, 

pavicl ancl Robert Overend, vV. H. Iviills, E. D. Barrows, Samuel Bar­

rows, and Frederick Sibeck. 

· In July, 185ij, M. 0. VValker commenced running a line of Stageg 

from Dubuque to St. Paul, though this town which gave it quite a busi~ 

ness appearance. This gave the people somewhat exalted 011inions of 

the place and its ultimate importance, and in the fall of that year 

Dudley Taylor, and Samuel Barrows, laid out a,ncl platted the village of 

Pleasant Grove. In the winter of that year, Ir. A. Olds, brought in a, 

large stock of goods and opened a store in a log building erected by E. 

B. Barrows. In May following, Judge Olds solcl his entire stock to 

Messrs. Rumsey & Clough, who did a flourishing business until 1862. 

The :first birth was that of ":Minnes·ota Collins," a daughter of John 

Collins. The first death was that of an old man by the name of 
Holmes. 

The first ;marriage cereinony was performed by P. S. Curtis, Esq. 

The parties were Mr. Marvin Harwood and a daughter of Benjamin 
" Winans. 

The first school was taught by :Miss Susan Rucker in a little log 
school house near the residence of John Collins. 

The first church service was in the residence of Y. P. Burgan, by 
a Methodist Minister named Kress. 
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The Christian church W}18 organized in J uly7 18551 with thirteen 

members; at which time Peter Radabaugh was elected Elder. The 

chul'ch i~ in a flourishing condition, and at the present time numbers 

ninety-nine members. The society propose erecting a place of worship 
the coming season. 'J'.he }\fothodist society are alreaccy making prepa­
rations to erect a church edifice. The Second Adventists, or Seventh 
day Baptist, worship in a school house known as the Lull School House. 

"I 

The Catholics are perhaps most extensive of auy church organization 
in town, and have a small but neat stone church edifice in the north 

west part of the town. 
The people of Pleasant Grove, adopted the independent school sys_ 

tern as early as 1855, and have continued it till the present time. They 

support eight good schools, which are controlled by a Board of six 
Directors. 

The north branch of Root Ri.ver runs diagonally across the town, 

and is skirted with excellent timber, consisting of oak, maple, butter­

nut, black walnut; bass and hickory, with scattering pines and red ce.: 
dar. About one sixth of the town is coYered with timber, the balance 

pra1ne. Root River affords several excellent water powers, two of 

which ure improved and now employed in driving the machinery of 
Sa.w mills. 

The soil is of a ·deepi rich, dark loam, covered "Virith black hazel 

brush, and is from twenty to thirty iuches deep, underlaid by 

n1ellow clay loam, and lime stone, yielding the largest kind of crops. 
The wheat crop for the past five years has averaged some twenty-eight 

bushels per acre; oats, about seventy ; corn, about sixty. 
The village of Pleasant Grove is situated near the centre of the_ town, 

in the midst of beautiful scenery; has a population of some two or 
three hundred; contains a good hotel, kept by Jesse Bagley; one 
store of general merchandise, by Capt. "\V. H. Mills, who is also Post 

master; three blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, one cabinet shop: 
one shoe shop, and not a saloon; several doggeries have been started, 
·hut public opinion has frowned them down, and whisky guzzlers have 

to go to other places for their pota tions. 

Dr. I. C. Bardwell is the resident physician, and has been for several 
years. 
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A Masonic Lodge was established in 1856, which held its first meet­

ing on th~ lGth of December, of that year. Samuel Barrows, W. }¥1. 
The Lodge is still in a flourishing condition. 

QUINCY. 

In the northeast corner of the county of Olmsted, bounded hy Plain~ 

view in W abasbaw county, on the north, and by Winona. county on the 

east, -wi.th Dover on the south, and Viola on the west, we find the town 

of Quincy. Nothing remarkable marks the surface of the town, above 

those immediately surrounding it. The soil is lJeculiarly productive; 
but not more so than others. Quincy was still an unbroken wilderness 

till in the summer of 1855. M. H. Wetmore, T. T. and A. J. Old.s, 
and others came to this point in their search for a location. Finding 

their anticipations realized in this spot they immediately ''stuck their 

stakes," marked out their claims, and commenced the erection of 

ca.bins to protect themselves from the inclemency of the weather, for no 

matter how much of beauty may dwell in the landscape, or how much 

fertility in the soil, the storms of both summer and ,vinter, are unplea­

sant to contend with, without some kind of a protection. .Mr. Wet­

more had lived under the protecting shelter of his wagon cover until 

the night hefore Christmas, when he moved into his shanty, as being 

b_etter adapted to winter accommodations. 

There are several good water-powers on one branch of the '\Vhite­

water river, within the boundaries of this town, two of them improved, 

a saw mill and a grist mill, which afford great convenience to the peo­

ple of the vic~nity. The town is mostly prairie, though there· is some 
excellent timber. 

Rev. J. Clipper preached the first sermon, in August of 1857, i.n the 

house of Mr. N .. W. Murphy. Soon after this, Rev. Fred. Loy, com­
menced regular service which was continued for several years. 

There are five good framed school houses,:in all of which schools are 

taught some eig4t months in the year, with ari average of teachers wa• 

ges of $25 in summer, to $45 in winter. The educational interest of 
Quincy, are well looked after. 

In 1864, Wm. Teachout, of this town, was chosen to represent Olm• 
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sted county, in the State Legislature, which we believe is the only Sta~e 
officer ever chosen from Quincy. ...t\..t the time the town was organ­

ized in lSSf\ T. T. Olds was chosen Ohar'n of Supervisors, and Jotham 
Rolland, To,vn Clerk. 

ROCK DELL. 

In the southwestern part of the county, so that it is bounded on the 

south by Mower county, and west by Dodge county, lies the town of 
Rock Dell. Salem in this county lies on the north, and High Forest 

on the east. Like most of the other towns in Southern Minnesota, it is 

destitute of any high hills or deep vales, consequently there can be no 
graphic descriptions of beautiful scenery, and as the settlers planted 

their little colony in peace, and have experienced uninterrupted 

prosperity since that time, no th~·illing adventures can be related 

of pioneer;life. 

In 1855, a party of No1·wegians locatecl in the north•western part of 

the town, and commenced cultivating farms. They were followed in 

1856, in July, by Rev. L. H. Humason, who chose a location near the 

central part of the township. John S. Humason arrived soon after with 

his family, and houses were erected and the settlement established. 

This township is mostly made up of prairie, there being no timber of 
any account except in the north part. The soil is very similar to that 

of the to\vns surrounding, of a dark, rich loam, such as makes the 

whole section of country so noted for its productiveness. 

The first birth among the Americans of the town, was in the family 

of Joseph Atkinson, in the summer of 1856. No deaths occurred until 

1.857, when an old man by the name of Russell, left for the other side , 
of the dark river, being the first to embark from this point, for the view· 

less shores of the dread river of death. 

Miss Rebecca Mead, taught the first school, in 1857', in Mr. J. S. 
~umason's house. 

The ordinance of matrimony was first celebrated in Rock Dell, 

in 1857, between Lyman Connor of High Forest, and 1\iliss Sarah Gifford. 

The first religious meetings were held by Rev. L. H. Humason, in 

h.is own house. 
Science has not crowded into all the corners of the town with the 
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persistency that we see exhibited in many other })laces, and the people 

only boast of three school houses, and one of these was built by the 

Scandinavians, to educate children in their own bu6un,gc. 

The surface of the town is well watered by spr-ings and brooks. One 

branch of the Zumbro runs through this town, and affords an excel· 
lent water power, which is as yet unimproved. 

The present improvements for the public benefit, are one hotel, one 

Post office, which is kept at the hotel, and one blacksmith shop. 

The town of Rock Dell was organized in May, 1858, at which time 

J. P. Powers was elected Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, and 

Jonas S. Cornish as Town Clerk. Since that time the following uamed 

gentlemen have held those offices respectively; 

CI:IAR'N SUPERVISORS. 

Jonas S. Cornish. 

" " 
John Post, 

" " 
" " 
" " 

L. H. Humason, ,, " 

'l'OWN CLERK. 

John S. Humason, 
H. A. Fox, 

" " 
J. S. Humason, 
H. A. Fox, 
John 'Warren, 
A. P. Allen, 
J. C. Patten. 

The la·st named of which no,v (in 1866) hold tl10 offices. 

SALEM, 

Salem is sitnated in the west part of the county, ancl is bounded on 

the ·north by Kalmar, east by Rochester, south by Rock Dell, and west 

by Vernon in Dodge county. The first settlement was not made till 

1854. On the 1st d~I.y of June, of that year, 11r. J. B. Dearborn of 

Meredithi N. II.7 J. YI{_ Hurd and wife, and .Albert B. Hurd arrived in 

Mantorvi116 in search of homes in the west, and in their explorations 

they came upon this town, and looking over the broad expanse of 

prairie that iay spread out in beauty, inviting the farmer to settle and 

cultivate the unimproved soil, promising in return for their labors a rich 

reward in golden grain, they made up their minds that this was really 

"the land of the West'~ that they had so often heard and read about, but 

had supposed existetl only in the imagination of some writers, who wished 

to picture a beautiful spot that had no real existence in tangible shape, 

So they staked out claims and made arrangements for permanent homes 
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and built shanties to protect their familes from the inclemency of the 

weather. The Messrs. Hurds, built their shanties of hav. as being 
' .. .. ~ 

then, tho cheapest and quickest way of procuring a domi<;il. They 

also set their te:1u1s at work and broke up the soil, and pla,nt~cl corn, 

that the staff of life might not be lacking when the winter approached. 

Means of transportation were then not very numerous, and it behoove(l 

the settler to keep a reasonable supply on hand in case of need, thus it 
became one of the first duties to plant and sow, whatever ·would yield 

the 1110st material for. making bread. 

In the autumn of 1854, Mr. Dearborn retnrnecl to Illinois for his 

family, who accompanied him to his ,vestern home, in the spring of 

1855. The Hurds stayed through the winter in their new homes and 

kept any eye to the claim of Mr. Dearborn as well as their ovm. i1rs. 

J. vV. Hurd, the first white woman that ever settled here, was the 

daughter of IIun. ·\"rm. :Fessenden, of Illinois. In J·uly of lt\;5-Li Mr. 

Asa Hurd, father of John and Albert, with his family, came on froni 

his home in New Hampshire, and commenced 1>uilaing the first log 

house that the town could boast. In 1855, the rest of the Hurcr s family 

came on from the east and settled in the neighborhood, making of the 

Hurd family, some eight families in the neighborhood. In the central 

part of the town w~re two Norwegian families by the name of Ander­

son, who came in the fall of 1854, and built shanties upon their claims. 

During the winter of 1854-5, the Indians, in 1mssing through the 

town,. on their. way from one belt of timber to another, made :iir. 
Hurd's house a regular stopping place. F1·om twent~- to tweuty-fi ve 

would sometimes come irito · his small house at a time and a:3 k and 

even demand whatever they wanted, and Mr. Hurd with a frank gen_ 

erosity, never let them go away empty-handed, but satisfied all their 

wants. They never molested any one, but being hungry they demand­

ed the means to s::i,tisfy the cravings of their appetites. 

The winter was very mild and the spring opened unusually e:i.rly, 

and during the spring of this year, the tide of emigration to the north­

west commenced, and continued in an uninterupted flow during the 

whole summer and fall, and the town of Lexington as it was then 

called, received her full share of th~se who were seeking homes. Quite 
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a colonv came thitherward from Illinois and settled near the center of 
•' 

the town, among whom were ;\1:r. ~ebina, H:1nderson, and Cyrus 

IIolt. Mr. :Handerson built the first fra,me horn;;e in the tcnvn, that fall. 

:Mr. Holt built a log building and filled it with goods ; this being the 

first store in this section of the country, thus establishing himself in 

business and becoming one of the leading merchants of the times and 

country. In the winter of 1855, a Post office was establi.shed and Mr. 

Holt was appointed Post master, this honor conforred upon him in ad­

dition to his merc,1 utile business, gave him an influence in this new 

country, and he gave the town the m1me of Sa1em. 

The first marriage in this town was celebrated at the house of Mr. 

Asa Hurd, on the 18th of February, 1857, at which time and p1ace 

Darius "\Vilkins, I~sq., fastened the connubial fetters upon the willing 

victims, j\fr. Columbus G. Iri.3h and Miss Francis Hurd. 

In 18:3t\ 1Iinnesota having thrown off her Territorin.l cloak, aml as• 

,;.,:,urn.eel her position as one of the Stn,tes of the Union, the town of Sa. 
]em hel<l lier fir;3t election in accordance with State laws, and elected 

town officers as follows: 

Zebiua, Handerson, Char'n, Wm. "\Yai.te, Jr., Ole Se-verts, Sup.; H. 

G-. Hurd, Collector; Darius "\Vilkins, Cyrus Holt, J ust1ces of the Peace; 

Sam~l FL Nichols, Tow1~ Clerk; A. P. Everest, Assessor; L. McCoy, 

u,-erseer of Poor; J. B. Little, H. G. Hurd, Constables. 

C-HA H/N ~FPERYTSORS. 

lk5~J Cyrns Cornell, 
1S60 D. S. Hibbard, 
18Gl •' " 
lSG:~ 
18G:J 
18(icb 

Sa,ndford Niles, 
;J. B. Dearborn, " ,, 

TOWN CLERIC. 

S. H. Nichols, 
N. W. "\Vilkins, 
S. H. Nichols, 

" " ., " 
" " 

18G3 S. IL Nichols. Cyrus Holt, 
18 (-jfj " " " " 

Tn the fall of 1862, Zebina Handerson was elected as Representative 

to the State Legislature. Ile also served as a member of the County 

:Board of Commis8iouers, and on the Board of School Land appraisers. 

"\\Tm. P. Brooks ser_yed for two terms as Country Treas!rer; Samuel 

IT. Nichols was twice elected as County Commissioner ; Sandford 

Niles, Esq., ·wt1.s appointed County Superintendent of Schools for Ohn­
sted cotlnty, in the fall of 1865, and now holds the position. 
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The streams that furnish water for this tmvn, are the Zumbro riYr.r 

and Cascade creek, both of which run though thiH town and through 

tho city of Rochester, uniting at the north of the t:its. 

There are about three sections of timber in Salem, composed of 

white and black oak, bass, poplar, maple, elm, &c., which as yet furn­

ishes a full supply for fencing and fuel. 

The first birth was in the family of Darius \Vilkins, to whom a 

daughter was born on the 8th of ApTi1, 186G, ·which was named E11::t, 

she r-;tnyecl with them two years and two days, leaYing again on the 

lOth of April, 1858 ; thus becoming the fo• . .;t arri\·al and 1.bparture in 

this life from the town of Salem. 

The first school established, was in November, 1857, and ,va:, kept 

in the house of Darius "\Vilkins. At Salem center the. school house is 

hut a poor one. The N orwcgians have a good school house aud go(ld 

schools, in the south west part of the town. The Irish have a, very 

good school house and sehools, in the north-east part of the town. 

citizens of the southeast part, lrnve fate1y lrni1t a, good log scho:)l house; 

while in 'the north part of the tO\vn they have a joint district with J{.al­

mar and n. fine framed house a:1d good sc:.hoo1.s. 

The quality of the soil is as good as the a.n~rage of lanJ in the conntyr 

w11ere all is good enough. In the north part of the town the surface i;.; 

composed of black loam, with n. clay sub:..;oil, which also prctlorninates 

in the west n.nd south, while in the centre of the tcnn1 and ea:;t­

ern portions, the surface is more mixed v;ith sand, mnking it a ver:-: 

quick soil, and well a.clapted to the raising of cor!1, and sneh grain.s as 

require a quick and rapid grmvth. ¥\;-heat and oa..ts are the principal 

trops raised, of which the yield will compare favorably with those of 

other towns. J. B. Dearborn, in the north part of Salem has a fine 

young orchard, from which he has gathered quite a quantity of ~!pples 

for the past two years. 

Salem as a town is well watered, am~ ,Yell divided with hay marsh_, 

and timber lands, and lying-, as it does, contiguous to the "\Vinona. and 

St. Peter Railroad the centre of the town being on1y three and a half 

1niles from the depot at Byron, it offers inducements not often found 

to those in ~earch of liome~ and farms. 
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Each of the towns in Olmsted county are anxious to preserve a rec-ord 

of the names of their patriots, who stood so nobly up to battle·for Liber. 

ty a.nu l711ion, and Salem has no reason to hide her face or blush when 

it is recorded that seventy-two of her brave and true ones, went forth to 

light their battles, while only about sixty ever retun1ed, and some of 

them only to receive the greetings of their friends and say good-bye till 

they shall meet on the thither shore of the dark river. 

VIOLA, 

In 1854, Mr. Carl Bierbaum. and Mr. ,Vhitman, located in the south 

part of township 80 7, range 12, and made their claims on section 2 7. 
:Severa.I others settled in the same sea.son. 

In 1855, Abram and Lewis Harkins came on and bought the claims 

of l\Ies:;1·3, Bierbaum and "Whitman, and commenced farming in good 

earnest. tfr. Ahra,m Harkins_ brought his family- to his nc"',V home in 

August of the same year, aud the prairie soon began to prnsent the ap­

veara.uce of cultivated li.elds, and improYed farms. These pioneers had , 
eome._ on with stout heart::; and willing hnnds to carve out their fortunes 

~ . 

and builu for theint5eh-e home8, and Tight bravely did they set them-

selves at the work. Cal>iu::i were built to live in, and the prairie' so4 

vYU8 broken, and ,,·heat sown, wliieh in due time yielded a plentiful re• 

turn. Thus encoura.gcd the brave toilers ·worked on, poor in pocket 

but rich in health and the prospects before them, a,nd the sure reward 

that shoultl attend their labors, and after the harvest was gathered ad­

ditio1_1.a.l acres ,vere turned over in rircpa.ration for seeding the con1ing 

spring. The town was c:ln-i:,tened "\Vashiugton, in honor of the father of 

bi::i country, n.nd retained that name until its organization uncle~ 

Sta.te law in 1858, when it was chang-•2cl to Viola. 

The first birth in this town was in the family of Abram Harkins, 

"Esq., to whom a daughter was born ou the .20th of :May, 1856. The 

first deaLh wa.8 also in Mr. Harkins' family iu August, 1855. 

Rev. Mr. Roberts performed the first marriage ceremony, the parties 

being Jeremiah Swee1}.ey and ~Miss Orpha Kitchell, step daughter of 

~Tacob OatranJer. 

The first school was taught by :Mrs. Edward Doty, in her own house, 

in the summer of 1858. She taught the school· for two terms, when 
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the citizens built a school house, and as :Mrs. Doty could not lea.Ye her 

home, another teacher was employed. The first school hou::;e was built 

of 102:s, in what was called the ~:1orrow settlement. 

The first religious service was held in the house of a Mr. Cordell, in 

the summer of 185 7, but no regular servic~ was had until the spring of 

1858. The Methodists now have an organized class, and regula1~ervice 

each Sabbath, in the school house known as the Fremont school house. 

The town is bounded on the north by Elgin, in Wabasha county 1 
east by Quincy, south by Eyota, and west by Haverhill. It is about. 

equally divided into prairie and oak openings. The surface is high and 

rolling, with a soil unsurpassed for agricultural purposes. The open -

ings furnish sufficient quantitins of timber to supply the residents con· 

tiguous thereto with fuel, but fencing is scarce, and farmers depend 

111.ootly on u.sing lumber from the pine forests of '\Visconsin. 

Various spi-ings in this town tlow through the prairies and unite 

near the eastern line and form a branch of the ,vhitewater river. There 

are a great many small n::1tural m.eac1ows, affording an abundance oi 

grass and hay for keeping stock. Though there are no large streams 

ancl no water power, the town is well watered by spring brooks which 
flow through every section of land: and nearly every farm. The aven 

age of wheat l)er acre, 11as been about twenty.,two bushels per acre. 

From Jvlr. Jacob Ostrander, ·we learn that in the first five years aftel 

the settlement, there was not a case of protracted sickness known ii 
the to~vn, neither was there a law suit during the same period, makinJ 
honors all the recompense for Justices and Constables, and driving do• 

tors and lawyers to other fields in search of employment. _ The fir4 
lawsuit was in 1860, and the parties were "\V m. Woodard and a Ml 
Stanton, in regard to the delivery of some lime. Both parties we11 

beaten, as is usually the case. 

There are four school houses in the town, three framed and 011 
built of logs. 

Several of those who left their homes dressed in the n.rmy blue7 nevi 

returned to become citizens. Charles ,V atson di eel from sickness cq 
tracted while in the army; S. D. CalYert ·was killed in the battle 

Chickamauga; Wm. Swan ancl A. V. Doty were wounded in the sa, 

battle ; Lieut. A.1Jram Harkins, lost his left arm in the same battle, ' 
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for bravery· ·waH commissioned as Captain, hut ill health succeeded the 

loss of his arm, and he resigned hi.::; po.;itiun aud returned to private 

1iie. In the fall of 1864, the people of Olmsted county wishing to earn 

for their heroes, elected him to the office of County Auditor, which of_ 

:tice he now holds. In the spring of 1860, Ivir. Harkins was elected 

Coun~ Commissioner, and in the fall of the same year, to the State 
Legislatul'e. 

There are four school houses, one Post office, and no whiskey shop~. 

The following named per::w11s have acted as Uhar'n Supervisors and 

'l101vn Clerk, respective]y: 

CH.AR'N SUPBH.YISOltS. 

Abram Harkins, " ,, 
A. E. Doty, 
'\V m. Somervi11e, 
.A. E. Doty, 
Caleb Sa.wyer . ' Peter Fenton. 

ROCHESTER. 

'l'OWN CLERK, 

R. P. Cunuingham, 
N. I. 1V etmore, 

" " 
" " 

R. F. Cunningham, 
N. I. ·w etmore, 

" " 

Not until the s11ring of 1854, was the first settlement made in the 
territory of what is now the city of Rochester. At that time T. C. 

Cummings and Robert ::\icReady made claims, and built their shaaties 

near CascaL~e Creek. On the 12th of July following, George aml 

Jonathan IIead, with their father, made claims where tho busiue~:" 

part of_the city is now situated, and on the 23th or'the same_ month, t11e 
city ·was staked out, and had a fine appearance, on paper. It l.at1 at 
rea,dy become· a station for stages to stop at, as on the 15th of ti u1y1 ~1. 
0. W.U,KER, the pioneer stage proprietor of the west, established a line 

of stages from Dubuque to St. Pau1, over the wilderness prairies, n,nd 

through the prospective city of Rochester. '\Vinona and Elliota ·were at 

that time the nedrest Post towns. The neig-hbors the first winter were ,_ 

few, the families of F. Prodger, IvicReady and Geo. vYoolford, being the 

only ones within seven mi1es of the new city. In th~ follo·wing spring, 

t-here was quite an extensive emigration, and business prospects be-

came apparent. Mr. J. D. Jenkins built a store of log~, and sold it to 

Hugh :Mair, who soon filled it with goods for the accommodation of 
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the 1·apidly increasing population. Wet and dry groeerie8 sPc>med to 

be the most important artide., of ]1i;; :::ito(;k. .A. <.:c.t,:-:;k of giu, of thi~ 

stock, was the first intoxicating liL1uor ever brought to the town. 

The "boys," used to frequently partake of Mai1·:s ·'besC without the 

preliminary of paying for it, or ha.Ying it dealt out by the glass, but the 

old man was shrewd enough to make them pay for it all in the end. 

As the cask was never allowed to get empty, so long as there was 

plenty of water in the Zumbro, and it is cuncntl,r rcportrd that when 

cold weather came on, the whisky froze so hard that it had to be sold 

in chuncks, and thawed by the fire, before it could be drank. 

In the summer of 1854, 1Ir. Geo. Head erected a log house commo• 
dious enough as a dwelling, hut quite snrn,11 for a house of public enter­

tainment, yet the tide of emigration was so great that the house was 

filled to the utmost capacity all the time. All the provisions at this 

time had to Le imported from Iowa, aud consequently bore a very high 

price. Head con!inuecl to keep the hotel till the spring of 185G, ,vhen 

he sold out to :Mr. Asa Lesuer, who has kept it in operation ever since. 
though the old log house has been torn dmvn, and a neat and commo­

J.ious hotel taken its plaee, a. little farther up Broadway than the old 

stand, which is now known ns the ''York State Hou::se.:: 

The first l;irth in Rochester wa.s in the family of James Smitb, in 

1855. A ;:,fr. Brown, who was looking for a claim, camped on the 

uorth side of the Zumbro on the school section in the fall of 185-1, and 

soon thereafter ,vas taken sick and died, this was the first death of a. 

white person on the pra,ii-ie or in Olmsted county. Very soon after his 

<lea th, his widow took another ma.11, but was not rnarriL'Li to him as there 

was no one here to perform the ceremony, yet they did the best they 

could, and procul'ecl witilesses to tbeir agreement to get married a.s 
soon as there wa.s a chance, and eYen had 1IcReady perform such ser­

Yice as he coulJ, to last till there should come along a minister. or some 
'-' ' 

one iu a.utho:::ity. This was the first matrimonial speculation publicly 
<.'nterecl into in this vicinitv. 

~ 

The first sc:hool hou;-;e was erected in the spring of 18:j6~ in East 

Rochester. It ·was built of logs, and did duty as school house, ·church, 

and place for elections and all kinds of public meetings. Miss MarJ 
"\V alker taught school therein the summer following. 
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The first religious service was held by a minister from St. Paul: who 

was travelling through the country on bu:,iness, and preached in De .. 

ccmbcr of 183-.1:, a.t lvicReady's house one evening and the next evening 

at Head's. No other religious service was had until the following 

March, when Rev. Robert Welch, a Baptist minister commenced regu­

lar servi.ce and continued the same until the next June, when Rev.· 

l)en Reynolds, a Congregational minister· assumed the dutie~- of pastor, 

and remained the only preacher of the Society till sometime in 1858. 

A sketch .of the organization and progress of the different churches has 

already been given. 

This summer (185{5), the wolves were quite troublesome, and com­

mitted frequent depredations on the property of persons who had neg­

lected to put their effects out of their reach. In one instance they en-

tered the dwelling house of Mr. Geo. Head, and carried off a sheep 

that lmd been killed to furuish mutton for the breakfast of a compa.ny 

of trave1ers, though a mm1ber of persons ,vere slecpi11g in the room 

over the one where the.robbery took place. 

1~1c first lawyer made his appearance this snmmerJ a nfr. Jay Parker, 

but he flourished only for a short time and left the p1a(~e. The tide of 

immigration to the embryo city was setting· in rapidly, and buildings 

were going up in various directions so that neighbors were within 

speaking distaucc. '\V. D. Lowry lJoug-ht the claim of Geo. \Voo1ford 

about one-half miie sonth of the city plat, now within the city limits, 

:and the present residence of .Mr. Lmvry' s widow. In the fall of this 

year Mr. Lowry was elected to a seat in the Territorial 0ouncp, which 

position he occupied until the admission of Minnesota as a State in 

1858. This election being the first in thjs election District, and some 

important issues coming before the people, great interest was felt in 

the result. Parties at Oronoco and C1-,:itfiek1 were anxious to have tlte 

1)istrict so divided that each of those~ towlls should be the geographical 

-center of a. county, and consequently ::1 t.:0uuts seat, to thi.~ arrangc­

nrnnt the citizens __ of Rochester were ,·ery naturally oppose<.1. l\lr. Lo1v­
ry was the candidate of the people of Ituche;:;ter, Reuben Ottman of 

Oronoco, the opposing candidate. Probably no :rt10re entire vote has 

ever been cast in Olm.sted county, under any t.1ircumstances, and when 
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the result was made known it was found that Lowry had beaten his 

oppo.iient by two to one, and twenty-seven to spare. 

In the early history of the county, tberev .. ·as frequently much trouble 

experienced by new comers jm?ping the claims of those who had pre­

ceded them. Emigration was rapid, and in many instances, persons, 

made and staked out their claims, and went for their familfos, but on 

their return found them jumped by other .parties, ancl they must seek 

new locations. This evil became so prevalent that the settlers organ­

ized a Vigilance Committee for the protection of settlers' claims. This 

Committee was known as the ''Regulators," and was composed in part 

of the following persons, most of whom are now residents of the county. 

T. C. Cummings, G'rant Cummings, L. \V. Bucklin, ,T. A. Bucklin, Jas. 

Lovering, B. Goodwin, A. Goodwiu, vVm. Eaton, Chas. :Martin and S. 

S. Goodrich. 

Sometime in the winter of 1855, Mr. Charles Martin made a claim 

in the tow~ of Kalmar, and commenced getting his logs ready to build 

a house, when, a fellow by the name of :Moler, heard of it, and went 

and bargained for a house to move on and jump the claim. The Reg­

ulators were notified, and not wishing any trouble, but bound to pro­

tect the claimant iu his rights, they went to Ka.lmar, ·leaving Rochester 

about nine o'clock in the evening, and called on the man that owned 

the house, and bought it and movecl it to the claim and bad it ready 

for occupancy before tr!oler got there the next morning. It was a. 

bitter cold night in the winter, yet the men worked all night. They 

considered it a good night's work, to travel eight miles, and niove a 

house, and get it ready to occupy in the morning. 

The first lawsuit, was tried before James Bucklin, Esq., in the sum., 

mer of 1855. At the hour appointed for the suit to commence, the 

Justice was hoeing corn1 and as it was a very busy season, and work 

hurrying, the parties assembled in the cornfield, and the suit was called. 

The parties were T. C. Cummin~s, Pl'ff., a.ncl Alfred :Moler, D'ft. Jas . 

. A. Bucklin, Att'y, for Pl'ff.; G. W. Chilson for Def't. The tJourt pro~ 

ee€ded, and P1aintiff won his case. 
A Tivalry had sprung up between the two locations of Head and Me· 

H 
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Ready, an~ when the fourth of July' came around, each of the · par.ties 

determined to have a celebration. Head had it pr0claimed throughout 

the settlement that he woul<f roast a sheep and regaJe his friends ~vith 

mutton, while McReady made a barbecue of a yearling steer; Some 

forty or fifty assembled at each place, and held high carnival through­

out the day. A.t J\1cReadis celebration a speech was made by an am­

bitious young lawyer named Tompkins, who was finally so overcome 

by patriotism and whisky, that he_ fell from the box on which he was 

standiug, and his arm coming in conh~ct vvith a scythe it was nearly 

severed from his body. His wound was dressed, and he was taken 

home a soberer and sadder man. 

The first saw mill in the town was of somewhat curious construction,. 

itnd consisted of a scaffolding erected some six O!.' eight feet in height. 

The ~aw used was a long narrow saw ca.lled a whip sn.w, with a strong 

handle :::i,t each end. The frame work of the scaffolding was so arra,ng­

ed that the log could be gaged to produce lumber of any d~sired thid-.:­

ness. The motive power was a man at ea.ch handle of the saw, one of 

1Vhom stood on the log and the other ber1eath or as it was called iu the 

.pit; hence it derived the name of the pit saw. These mills are quite 

eomrn:on in the' olcl country, and in this instance was ma,de. of great 

benefit in a new country. Mr. Alexarn1er, the proprietor, assuring us 

that two men would frequently nurnnfac~nre as 1nuch as five hundred 
. . 

feet of lumbe1· in a day. To the pioneers who were yet destitute of 

inil1s driven by water or steam, this w:1s of vast importance, and many 

are the houses made comfortable bv use of the lumbei· manufactured 
J . 

by the pit mill. 

:Messrs. Alexander and Goldsworthy built the first frame shcp in tbe 

spring of 1856, on Zumbro street, where it did duty as a shop until 

1861, when it was removed to Broadway, and fitted up for a store, an<l 
is now occupied as a boot and shoe store. In the yearfollowing, these 

.gentlemen built a film steam mill and sash factory, on the Zm:nbro, in 

East Rochester, to vvhich they soon added machinery for planing mul 

general cabiriet maki11g. This mill was continued in successful op.era~ 

tion till the summer of l 863, when it took fire and .was burned to the 
.. grouna. 
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In the fall of 1.s5:5, Mess1·s. L. V{. Bucklin and James Lovington 

built the first bridge across the Zumbro, at. a. point opposite where 
Cook's Livery Sta13le now stands. . It was. built -of logs and :remained 
,in use till another ~ridge was built in 1857. 

In 1856, Hon. F. A. OLDS, purchased of Messrs. Moe and Cross, 
the propea:ty on the corner of Broa~way and College street, known as 

.the Mill Reservation, and COmTI!.enced the erection of a Stone ,Flouring 
:Mill, ,vhich he completed the following, year at an expense .of about 

$40,000. This was the first substantial public improvementthat :was 

undertaken. . J u<lge Olds • built ~everal Blocks of buildings and. was 
very active in all public enterprises. Probably no one individual con:. 
tribute4 more to the growth and prosperity of the city than Mr. Olds 
In the summer of 186-'..l:7 while superiutending some work on his farm 
house in the western part of the county, he· fell from the scaffolding 
and received injuries from which he never recovered, but died soon af­
ter, respected and regretted by ~11 who knew him. 

In the summer of 1854, Fred. Proclger and Henry Woodard, made 
-claim to the northern part of the city, and pre-empted the same in 1855, 

.aud sold the same year to C. H. Lindsley, who ·sold. a three fourths in­
terest in the whole to :Messrs. G. S. Harris, W. W. Cowles,. Daniel 
'\Villiams and Richard B. Smith, of Boston, and the Company assumed 
the name of th~ "Boston Company,': and com1nenced operations for 

building upon and improving their property. :M:r. Lindsley, resident 
proprietor, was chosen business manager.. This .year they commenced 
the erection of the Zumbro Falls Mills, a large hotel, the present Court 
I-louse, and several other buildings, ·making preparations for extensive 
iinproYements the ensuing year; but the financial revolution of 1857 

' ' 
included iu the list of its victims, the original Boston Company, and 

after expending some $53,000, they were obliged to suspend operations, 
and the property was transferred to the hands of their creditors, Messrs. 
Alvin Smith, J. H. Ward, David Loring, and John 11. Cole, all of Bos­
ton. This failure proved the death blow to impro-vements in the lower 
town, as the title came under a cloud so that parties did not wish to 
invest: no matter how desirable the property. 

In the final division of the property among the proprietors, the Coll rt 
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House came into th'e hands of Mr. Lindsley, and the Flouring :Milfo:. 

fell to· the share of John M. Cole, who in 1860, removed to Rochester,. 
and put the mills in the best of order, and has: made it valuable to 

hjmself and the city. · 

In 1863, Messrs. L .. H. Humason, and Gilbert Smith erected the­

third · flouring mill in the city on Casc!1de Creek, a short distance 

above where it empties into the Zumbro. The streams that afford wa­

ter power for the cHy, are supject to great variation~ in the stages of 

water; ·som.etimes in seasons of extreme drouth, affording scarcely 

water enough .to turl¼ the machinery, and .in times of freshet, being 
swolen- so as to ~verflow their banks, sometimes doing great damage to 
})ro.perty situated on the low lands. In the summer of 1852, on the 
11th da.y of August, Bear Creek and the Zumbro rose so rapidly from 

the. effect of heayy rains, that all the bridges were carried .away, and 
considerable damage done to the mill property. One man, :Mr. N athau 
B. Robbins, in attempting to swim across the reserYoir, just aboYe the 

Zumbro Falls Mills, was drowned. He w~s an estimable young man, 

and his•untimely death is remembered and regretted by all who knew 

him. 1}.nother flood of water discharged itself through these streams,. 
the present year. Heavy rains had fallen clnring several days prece d­

ing the 6th of August, and on that evening, commencecl raining a~ 
~hough the job was to be completed that night. Pe0ple retired to their 

beds with a feeling of perfect security, never dreaming that they were 

to witness 20 grand and yet so fearful a spectacle, when the morning 
dawned. At two o'clock in the morning, of the 7th, thei~e was no per-· 

ooptible rise in the streams, but at four o'clock, families living on the 
low grounds on. the north side of the river, were aroused from th~ir 
sleep by the rush of water entering their dwellings, and so rapidly did 
the waters advance, that they .only had time to save themselves by tak-­

ing refuge in trees, which fortunately grew close by. They remained 

in this situation with the waters roaring and rushing madly beneath, 

them, and'threatning to destroy their last refuge till about nine o'clock1 

when they were rescued ·by some courageous and noble hearted men.,. 

who procured boats and at the risk of theil: own lives saved their neigh-
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·hors. No lives were lost, though immense damage· was done to pro·­

.perty. 

The first brick business house in Rochester was built by Dr. L. H. 

Kelly~ formerly of Painesville, Ohio. He built a brick stpre 22x70 feet 

on t~e cor:ner of Broadway and College street~ and finished it in the 
best manner for use. 

The nex.t brick block was built by Gilbert Smith in 1860, since 

which time there have been a large number erected. 

The present population of the city of Rochester is estimated· at about 
' . . 

four thousand. In June of 18657 the census reports was· 2,666, since 
which time it is estimate£. that there hall been · an addition · of from 
1300 to 1500. 

There are now six church edifices erected in the city, and two more 

in coutempla,tion of being built the present season .. The county is 

erecting a magnificent Court house, and the city will build sever~l fine 

s·chool builclin6s the coming year. The general business ~(the city 

will he giv~u iµ the Business Directory. 

The town of Rochester was organized in 1858, and town officeu 

elected as follows:. 

Supervisors, P. F. Lawshee, Char'n, O.A. Hadley and S~mue~ Stone; 

Town Clerk, Thos. · Brooks; Assessor, Richard Postier ; Col1cctor, ~ 

C. Cummings; Overseer of Poor, G. W. Huyler; Justices of the Peace, 

Hiram Thompsm1, S. G. Whiting; Constables, I. M. Terrill and Barn­

ey Hackett. 

In April, 18591 the town as it now.is was organized. The following 

gentlemen have acted as Chairman of Supirvisors and Town Clerks: 
CHA.R'N S.D p:t,:RYISORS. 

1859 David Whitney, 

1860 " " 
1861 J. N. 1I:cLane1 

1862 J. F. J. -Harmon, 
186~ John Severn, 

186~ J o,hn Forbes, 

1865 " " 
1866 " " 

'l'OWN CLERKS. 

John Kent, 

" " 
H. L. R. Jones, 

" " 
" " 

Simeon Smith, 

John Bamber, 

" " 
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The city waR organized in 18587 under a charter grr.utccl by the; 
Legislature, and has elected the following named per,:;ons to serve iii 

th-0ir Fespective capacities each year since then. 

MAYOR. B.ECORDER. CITY JUSTICE, 

1858 M. vV. Fay, Thos. Brooks, S. G. "\Vhitingr 
1859 F. A. Olds, F. A. Poole, " " 
1860 W. D. Hurlburt, E. W. Crocker, H. Hyatt, 
1861 John Clark, ,. " " ., 
1862' L.B. Bliss, N. C. Younglove, R. Reynolds, 
1863 " " " " " '' 
1864 A. Ozmun, S. ""N. Eaton, W. S. Booth1 

1865 ·J. V. Daniels, " " " " 
1866 0. P. Stearns. ,. " A. Blanchard. 

There are but few cities, ev~n in the wonderful west, where all thing~ 
spring rapidly into exist.ence, that have made such progress as hns tbe 

city of Rochester. It has not been consequent upon any great excite­

ment such as is generally gotten up in the g·old, or mineral regions~ 

l)nt the natural healthy growth that is the result of the development of 

one of the finest agricultural countries on the face of the globe. Pro­

perty at the· present time is held at high figures, but it has been con­

stantly rising in value ever since the financial revolution _in 185·7, and. 

now its business prospects are suqh as warrant hoklers ·of property i11 

setting a good price upon·it, with a certainty of receiving it. "\Ve gifC-:-­
helow a Directory of the principal business houses in the city. 



ROCHESTER BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 

Cl'l'Y OPJ.'1CER8, BUOTS 8IIOES &c. 
ltfayor-0. r. Steai'ns, R. R. Doc, Leland's b1ock} 
Recorder-S. "'W. Ea.Luu, J. Kuonsmullcr, Gibbs: blod:, 
Alderman-1st "\Varel, L. Waker, Ke1logg & Co., College-st. 

" -" C. H. Chadhourn,J. H. Brown, Broadway, 
" -2d Ward, HT. HortonA. Kelson, cor. Main & Third. 
" -" " .J. Rickert, Bunce & "\\,..right, Broadway, 
" -:3d " J .. M. Cole, N. Peterson, Broadway, 
" " " A, Smith, S. Clernmetson, Third-st. 

City Justice-A. Bbnchard, Allyn & McJette, Broadway, 
City A.ttorn,,y-C. M. 8tart, Clark Herring: 
Treasurer-Li. LeSuer, CRACKER :\IANUFACTORY. 

Marshal g· Police-I. Simonds, Tait & Voorhees, Broadway, 
l'OST OFFICE. BILLIARD RALLS. 

R G · · rl'h · d l\.f 1 h \'. 0 B d kl, :;re1smg:er, P. ::11., 11· st., 1.,'.lUl'lt am (.\'.; tt, roa way, 
U. S. OFFICERS. BLACKS::\lITIIS. &c. 

A.~sessor lst Dist.-G-. \V. Baker, J. G. Platt, Zumbro-st. 
-Dep, S. Risker.Henry Schuster, Broadway, 

Deputy Col.-U. P. \Yllitcomb, Norton &-Ilaiue::;, 11Iuin, 
~nrDGE Bn .n:1n1..,L\L DISTRIC'r. T. R. Husted~ Zumbro, 

Lloyd Bar1Jer, '\Y m. Brmvn, near City Miils. 
couxTY OFFIC£ns. Rowley & Co., Broad,vay, 

Register of Deeds-L. B. Bliss, CLOTHIKG. 

Sheriff'-H, Loomis, S. Gold, Broadway, 
A uditor-1\... Harkins. Blake & Leet, Broadway, 
Treasu.rer-0. P. '\Vhitcon1b, M. Levy, " 
Judge of Probate-R. Reynolds, Levi Harris, Third st. 
County Att'y-0. P. Stearns, Seickcrt & Adler, Broadway, 
Clerk of Court-A. Blanchard. Bennett Bro. " 

ATTOR~EYS. A Nelson. }fain-st. 
E. A. :r,Ic1Iahon, Third st., Solomon Hess, Broadway. 

C. C. ·,Nilson, Third st.. coxFECTIONERY, &c. 
"\V. L. Brackenridge, :Main-st. J. v-..r. Everstine, Broadway, 
~L vV. Fay, Broadway, . C. F. Anderson, " 
0. 0. Baldwin, Graham bFk, C. A. Buck, " 
.P. 11. Tolbert, Broadway, DRY GOODS. 

J-ones & Butler, Broadway, J. D. Blake, wholesale, Broad. 
vY. S. Booth, City Post Office. F. vV. Andrews, Broadway. 
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Edson & Start, Broadway, Barden, Bn.1dwin & VanDusen, 
0. P. Stearns. Graham bl'k. W. E1cler & Son, Broadway, 
\V. H. Mitchell, Republic Block. :McKay & Jargo, " 

AGRICULTURAL Il\IPLE~rnxTs. Bennett & Bro. " 
G. '\V. & C. H. Payne, Broadway, J. H. Brown: " 
Vedder & Dutton, Broachvay, Bunce & "'\Vright, " 
L. G. Dudley, lvicCormick Reaper N Peterson, " 

BANKS. Kellogg & Co. College-st. 
First National Bank_ of Rochester, A. Nelson, :Main-st. 
Rochester Bank, Levi Harris, Third-st. 
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liAKEH.lE8. 

Tait & Voorhees, Broadway. 
George Head, Ilroad way, 
J" ohn Sehl, " 

DRUGS AND MEDICINES. 

)Voodard & Ells, Broadway, 
tT. D. Blood, " 
Pool & Harrington, " 

DENTIST. 

J. lL Williams, 
RXPH RSS COMP AXY. 

.American, College-st. 
l~URNITURE AND CABINET W .ARE. 

Cowles & \Vhitnev, Broadway 
S. A. Hickox, Coilege, ' 

FLOUR AND FEED STORES. 
W allingforcl & Whitney, Broad, 
J. H. Olmsted, Broadway, 

FOUNDRY AND !LaCHINE S1IOPS. 

c .. T. Allaire, car. 4th & Oak .. 
, GROCERIES. 

Be_nnett & Bro. ~roadway, 
~ Crittenden & Fabnck, Broadway, 
Crocker & Y ouu c--love " 
J, .T. Knapp & Co. ' " 
J. H. Brown, " 
L. L. Eaton, " 
N. Peterson, " 
Gooding & :Oforri11, " 
Daniels & Co. " 
Bunce & \Vright, " 
Peeney & Fitzgerald, :Main-st. 
Kellogg & Co. College-st. 
A. Nelson, \'Iain-st. 

H01':ELS. 

American, E. A. Goodell, Broad. 
Bradley House, Co11ege~st. 
Stevens House; ~Iain-st. 
Porter House, cor 4th and Frank. 
Winona House, Broadway, 
Farmet'ii' Hotel nea,r railroad. 
York State House Broad wa. y 
Arcade " ·' ' .._ 

HATS, CAPS AND FURt 

T. Caroll, & Son, Broadway, 
Blake & Leet, .'·' 
Levy, " 
SGold, " 
A. Nelson Main-st. 

HARDW .ARE 8TORJ<:S. 

T,t au Dour8e & U pman, B,·oud~ 
A Ozmun & Son, .Broadway, 
II. .A.. BrO\vn, " 
G. \V. & C. EL Payne " 

HARNESS &, S.ADDLEltY. 

II. "\V. Gnrrntt, Broadway. 
·warren & Co., " ~' 
V. Bustch, , " 
Pooler & Qo. Third-st. 

PAlXTEI:s & r.~r:n:.r. TIANGRR.S. 

Fayette Kelley, :M::a.in-sn . 
'N. EI. Pratt, Broadway, 
C. S. \Voods, Zmnbro-st. 

INSD!L\NCE. 

Rochester Insurance Co. 
Farmers' lnsurnnce Co. 
0. 0. Baldwi11, Life, Fire, & !far. 
Clrnc11mnrn _>& \ Vhitney, LBtna, Hart 
for<l, &c., hank bloek, Broadway. 

JEWELRY & WATCHEj. 

E. Damon, Broadway, 
H. Luce, · " 
C. Smith, '' 

L\TMBER DRALERS1 

Porter, Horton ~ Co. 
Laird, Norton & Co. 
Hodgins, Coleman & Co. 
E. E. Yon mans & Co. 

LEAT 11.ER & FJNJ)JNGS. 

J. Koon::;muller. Broaclwav. 
I J 

LIVERY S'1'.ABLES. 

Cook & Bro. Co1lege-st. 
Graves Bros. near Amer. House. 

l\lll,L1~ERY .AND DRESS Ml..KlNG .. 

Mrs. 1,L A. Y{ilco.x, Thir<l~st. 
:Mrs. Ameig)1, Broaclwav, 
Mrs. J. H.'-Olmsted, B1~oad\vay, 
Mrs. P. H. Buck1in, Broadway, 

MlmCHA:~T T.AILORS. 

Blake & Leet, Broadwm--, 
P. Cavalier, " · 
J. Horigan, Third st. 

Sll:WING MACHINES. 

M. A. Martin, Leland's Block, 
FLOURING MILLS, 

Rochester City :Mills, F. T. 0 Ids, 
Zumbro FaJJs liiills, J, M. Cole. 
Cascade :.Mills, J. S. Humason, 



ROCHESTER BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 12i. 
MUSIC 'l'EACHERS. 

G-. ,v. LoYeioy, at Ueisinp:ers. 
l\Irs. 1\-L It. ·A.i1.drews. Zumbro-st. 
l\Irs. L. \Vindsor, i\f~in-st. 
J. S. Knapp, Bank Block. 

MlLl'l' :MARKET. 

Fred. Rommel, Broadway, 
Geo. B n.ihly, " 
I. "\Valdron, . " 
Kenned\·, Main-st. 

N1':\VS, PE1'IODICALS, a'C, 

C, F. Ander.son, Hroadwav, 
Geo, Head, Tbirc1-st. · 

PHYS'.CL\.NS LND ~1Jr.GEONS. 
~~ C .\',. I" u~ c1 J:> , 1iJ • u;; 1.;. i\1 

• ,rnss, .>roactway, 
\'V. \Y ~ Mayo, Third-st. 
II. Ga.lloway, Bru:1.chray, 
lT. S. Al1eu, cor. Uo1. c.l nd :Main. 
I. }if. "\Vestfo.11. Broiulwa,,. 
W. A. Hyde, Bror1 1hva v . ., 

PHOTO.Git.AI>ns & A,,nliWTtPF.s. 
J. H. Easton, Broadway, 
.T. H. "\Vhitney, Bi.-,.->adw,ty. 
Bonnell & 1lobin;:;D11. 

PIA!\OS Ii:. :?l[ELOJlEO~S. 

G~ TU L · r1 • • . n. oveJoy, at \. .. -re1smgers, 
J. S. Knapp, Bank Bbek. 

nEAL :EST ATE m:: A r.1rns. 
Chadbourn & '\Vl1itm•Y_ Jfo,nk hl'k 
,T. V. Dal!iels & C,1, l{i':mt.h'\'",1.y, 
0. P. ,v·11itcomh, COiJl't House. 
]3rowninQ" l:-Tichol:-::. BruaJwav, 

l.-1 ' .,/ 

HAT MA!.'.l;FACTORY. 

T. Carron & Son, Br0adwa.y. 
\\"ASUI~G MACI1l~r:o. 

II. & J. IIm1y; Zumbro, 
PCTMP I,'.A.CTORY. 

Loren Dutton, Broadway. 

BOOKS .:'~Xll STATIO~,ERY. 

Geo. Head, J_'nird-sr. 
U F Anclerson 1 l:frorvlway, 

MARBLE MA.:"IUFACTORY. 

Delano Bro, Main.st. 
TELEGRAPH OJ.'FICE, 

:Miss J. E. Halv(:rson, operator. 
GG:-i :.!A:SC.1:-'.ACTC•RY. 

L: H. Huma~ou. Bror1clwrw. 
' -

PRI?\TING OFFH;E:3. 

Hoc1wste1· H PJ111 hl1C'R..n, 
Rochester Citv Prn~t. 

.. .J 

CffC:RCHES. 

1'.L E. Chnrch. cor Franklin & uth 
I 

Baptist, Z nm bro-st. 
Congregational, Zurn bro, 
Presbyteri~m, •· 
Epi8copa.l, " 
. ... --. . . " ~ ' , -· ..... 
Li llltarW.11; .i.\J.lH'lD!l 1-iallr 

UninT:::a1ist. Coart Enuse, 
Cn.tho1ic7· Petm·· :-c; Bloek, 
Luthe '.'trn, FiLh-;--:t. 

\L-Hi-ON & CAHl,L\Cil-: Z\L\Nl".llACTOIUE~. 
rr \' r 1 'l'l . 1 y'\, rn I 00(, .. lLi."(n,t. 

S S -:,,1-~ t .. ;1 1·' ., l' .-)1-l·' ~r1? 
l. , I • .l> (' Ccc ! , «ti 1 • l.__; I .:, .Ul I. 

' ., 
O. Oleson. Broa.dw,:.y . 

. -
'I' R }), ..... lt.•1 .,...,,,1 ,; p,, •1· 

•. • -~l1~t.\._,\., l'....11..'--.1"'.),\..,-~w .. 

Nelson & Gu-nd~:r:;un. 
Y AXKEI~ ~OTIO!\S 8~ li'A:NCY GOODS. 

H, I. Johnson. (\,11-•£re-st. 
, l_. 





ROCHESTER, • - • - • • . MI:X:XESOTA. 

Photographs of various Sizes, 

AMJfR.OTY1?ES, 

COPYiillG AffiD EBJLARGlillG) 

T'C)UClilNG ,,TITIIINDI_A_ INK, COL.ORING 

and in fact everything connected with the al"t, 

and executed in the latest and best sty1e. 

p;;H,CELAI:N PICTURES WILL RECEIVE SPECIAL ATTEXTIOX. 

ROOMS IN BANK BLOCK, ROCHESTER MINN. 

J. H. WHITNEY 




