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PREFACE.,

In presenting this little book to the public, we have not the vanity
to suppose that it is free from errors, or that there are not many items
of interest that we have failed to produce. The labor of writing even
a small Look is not inconsiderable when we take into consideration,
that the material is to be gathered from a whole county, and as the
miner sifts the precious dust from the coarser rubbish, so we have en-
deavored to glean the particular facts and incidents connected with the
settlement of Olmsted county and its early occupancy by white men.

The events here chronicled may seem unimportant and of little con-
sequence, but having been rescued irom the pool of forgetfulness, and
treasured up for future reference; they will in the future, we believe,
be looked upon as not wholly insigniicant. We are well aware that
in the limited space of so small a bock, we cannot give all the inci-
dents with that elaborate precison that might be wished, but we have
endeavored to give a truthful representation of the present and pros-
pective condition of the county, and record the incidents of pioneer
civilization.

We have visited most of the towns in person, to obtain as far as
possible the accurate accounts of the first settlement, and the amount
and kind of business carried on in each. Where we have not visited
the towns in person we have employed others to do so who were
accquainted with the locations, and from them learned the facts and
incidents here recorded.

We have also given a short sketch of the State at large, as we have
been able to gather it {rom the difficrent sketches that have come under
our observation.






INTRODUCTION.

When we contemplate any lofty enterprise, any mighty work of art
or any of the sublime creations of nature, the mind naturally and in-
evitably wanders backward through time and space’in search of the
origin of all the beauty, majesty and success that meets the eye or at-
tracts the understanding ; and as the reflective mind ponders over and
searches through the past for the causes that produced these results, it
15 led to exclaim “ How infinite are the mercies of God, how great and
manifold are his handiworks !’

When we gaze upon the broad expanse of a mighty river, and con-
template its width and depth, and the velocity with which it makes its
way to the great reservoir, the ocean, and the mighty ships that float
upon its bosom, bearing their wealth of freight of Merchandise or
golden grain, and the still more precious burden of ‘human life, and
high and eager hopes, the mind naturally floats upward to its souree
in search of the fountain whence it flows.

When we traverse, the countries of the orient and look upon the
ruins of thejr ancient grandeur and magnificence, the labors of unre-
corded time, far away in the misty past, the mind is overburdened
with vague imaginings, and

¢t Thoughts on thoughts, & countless throng,
Rush chasing countless thoughts along.”

inquiring, when, by whom, and for what purpose these prodigies of
humsan skill were performed. We carefully trace the current of s
broad river from its entrance to the sea through all its various windings
upwards to its source, and far away in some mountain gorge we find
issuing from a cleft rock, a tiny rivulet, no bigger than an ox might
drink, which laughing and bubbling along through green mosses, and
ever shining pebbles, makes its way through the forest, till in its
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course it meets with other rivulets no bigger than itself, which united
flow on growing in importance, till their size is increased by ten thous-
and sister streams, and they become the mighty rushing river on whose
broad bosom floats the wealth of a nation, the armies of a conqueror,
the hopes of the world.

Could we but trace the history of a nation with the accuracy that we
follow the river to its source, we should always find that away in some
secluded dell, far from the noise and pomp and strife, of the struggling
world, germinated the ideas that founded an empire, or produced a
revolution. And the pioneer who first explores the vast wilderness or
the unbroken prairies and erects his log cabin preparatory to breaking
up the uncultivated soil, lays the foundation of future wealth and be-
comes the hidden spring from whence issues a stream of civilization,
which joined by others soon produces cultivated fields builds towns,
and cities, mills and rail-roads, and is the radiating point from which
springs up a great and wealthy state.

Energy and perseverance of the highest order, are among the essen-
tial qgaliﬁcations requisite for a pioneer settier. He who possesses the
unconquerable spirit of enterprise to cut and hew his own way through
all difficulties and surmount the thousand obstacles to be met with in
& new country; to explore the secret recesses of nature’s storehouse,
and seek out the mines of wealth deftly hidden in the soil, in- the
granite rock, and in the mighty forest trees; to build bridges, and cut
roads, that the more timid and cautious may pass safely and smoothly
to that point of prosperity it has cost them toil and privations to win,

is as true a hero and as much a conqueror, as he who seeking
¢ The bubble reputation, even in the canuon’s mouth.”’

has brought home the victor's wreath from many a blood-stained field.
For a brief space of time, while they remain to repeat the story of
their toils and privations, in their wild and adventurous pioneer life,
do they wear the victor's wreath, but soon pass away and resign the
rich conquests to a succeeding generation who ave too much occupied
ir: the blessings obtained, to engrave upon their memories, the dangers,

 privations and hard-ships through which their father's passsed to obtain
them.
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To die and be forgotten, to pass from the memory of man, and as
their bodies sink in the grave, so their memories are buried in the
waters of oblivion, has been the fate of most of the pioneer’s of civil-
ation, especially in the busy, bustling west. No historic stone to mark
their resting place, or tell the important part they acted in the build-
ing up of present greatness, and the scenes, fraught with such.deep
and thrilling interest of which all the beauties and blessings of the pres-
ent are the sequence, sink throué*h obscurity into the pool of forgetful-
nuess, almost as soon as the actors pass from the sight of the living.

To erect some humble monument, in memory of the birth of civil-
ization in QOlmsted County, and mark upon the tablet the names of
some of the brave pioneers who through toil and harships and some-
times stern privations, broke in upon the solitude of the wilderness
prairie, and built for themselves homes, and reduced to fruitful fields
the hunting grounds of the savage; to rote the progress of agriculture
and the mechanic arts, the developement of its natural resources, for
wealth and future greatness, and to draw a faithful picture of its natu-
ral advantages, its unequaled prosperity, and its rapid growth is the
object of these pages, as well as to preserve the names of the nobie
heroes who laying aside thelr peaceful pursuits put on the “army
blue,” and slinging their knapsacks and rifles, bade good-bye to home
and friends and all they held dear in life, save honor and country and
taking their lives in their hands went forth to save the life and honor
of the nation. Alas!, too many of them never to look again upon the
sky-tinted waters of their beloved Minnesota.

The historian who undertakes to gather from the buried past of
years long ago, has to perform a herculian task in removing the gath-
ered rubbish of subsequent events, before he can present anything like
a true or correct picture of the bheginning of the scenes and incidents
he wishes to portray.

The transition of Olmsted county from an unbroken wildernes, to a
populous and fleurishing County with thriving villages in almost every
town, has been so rapid that the hardy pioneers who made the mighty
changes, and the first marks of civilization, are now the enterprising
business men of the various villages and bustling city; presenting so,
good an opportunity to daguerrotype irom the lips of the living actors
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those deeply interesting incidents which attended its first settlement,
and marked its present road to prosperity, that we have chosen this ax
the most fitting time to transcribe the most important of these events,

and embody them in such form as shall be convenient for future refer-
ence.

If our efforts shall prove of benefit to the county, by laying before
the people the advantages of seeking homes within her borders, and by
arecting an enduring monument to those who founded and defended it,
and receive the approbation of our friends, we shall rejoice that we
undertook and performed the labar.



Bstorieal  Shetely of Wlinnesoda.

But few countries, perhaps none on the face of the Globe, at so
early a stage of habitation by a civilized people can hoast of so rapid
a growth, in industrial pursuits, the mechanic arts, manufactures and
agriculture, as this garden of the west, the far-famed Minnesota; and
yet the history of its first visitation by white men antedates its occu-
pancy by that race in any considerable numberé, nearly a century and
a half. As early as 1680, some fur traders accompanied by Louis
Hennepin a Franciscan priest ascended the upper Mississippi as far as
the falls of St. Anthony, from whom the falls received their present
name. Yet not until as late as 1820, was commenced the building
of Fort Snelling, at the junction of the Minnesota with the
Mississippi river some eight miles above St. Paul. This was the in-
troduction of a civilized people into the wilderness region then without
a local habitation or a name, but now known as Minnesota. The first
time the waters of the Mississippi were navigated thus far by steam,
was in the summer of 1823, when the “Virginia,” arrived at Mendota,
opposite Fert Snelling. Not until the year 1832 was the first regular
mail carried through to the Fort. Previous to this the soldiers station-
ed at this post were dependent upon the military messengers for ail
their news of the outside world. In the year 1826, the present capital
of the Statc was settled by a company of Swiss immigrants, who loca-
ted and commenced farming the same year, thus becoming the pioneers
of agriculture in Minnesota.

Measures having heen taken to purchase the land of the Indians.
some adventurous pioneers commenced a settlement on the east side
of the river, between St. Paul and Fort Snelling, as early as 1836,
and in 1838, the title of the Indians was extinguished, and the land
put into the market for white setilers.
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A settlement at Stillwater on the St. Croix river was commenced in
1843, and other settlements soon came into existence in various parts
along the banky of the river.

In the year 1849, a Bill was passed by Congress, creating the Terri-
tory of Minnesota, which had heretofore belonged to different Territo-
rial organizations but having no separate government of her own,
Alexander Ramsey of Pennsylvania was appointed by the President,
as Territorial Governor, with the capital at St. Paul, and on the first
day of June of that year Governor Ramsey proclaimed the Territory
duly organized. The State is bounded on the north by the British
Possessions, on the east by Lake Superior, the State of Wisconsin,
and the Mississippi river, on the south by the State of Iowa, and on
the west by the Territory of Dacotah, with an extent of territory reach-
ing from, 434° to 49° north latitude, and from 89° 29-to 97° 51 of
west longitude.

The name, Minnesota, is derived from the principal river in the
State, which rises in Dacotah Territory, and runs in a south easterly
direction until it reaches Mankato in this State, when it bends and
flows north eastin its main course tll it empties its waters into the
Mississippi at Fort Snelling. The name signifies in the liquid lan-
guage of the Dacotahs, “sky-tinted waters.”

In 1850 commenced the tide, and rush of emigration to the almost
uubroken wilds of the territory, and scarcely had the fires in the wig-

wams been extinguished, and the echoes of the Indian war whoop
died away, ere the white settler had his cabin erected and was turning
up the virgin soil, for the culture of grain. Villages and cities were
planned and $urveyed, and people grew suddenly wealghy in the own-
ership of town lots; and the tide of speculation was on% equalled by
the tide of immigration. In many cases the villages were built and so
great was the incoming current, of wealth and home seekers that the
lucky man who owned town property soon found himself of conse-
quence and a rich man. DBut this was not always the case, and in
many instancés where parties had ventured all they possessed, their
schemes proved a failure, and when the financial crisis of 1857 came,
they, with their golden visions sunk together,
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The population of Minnesota in 18530, was only 5,330, but had in-
creased in 1860 to 172,022 and in June 1865 it amounted in round
numbers to 258,348, showing a growth in population never equalled or
even approximated by any other State in the Union. In 1850 the
whole number of acres of land plowed was 1600 ; in the year 1354,
15,000, in 1860, 433,276, and in 1863, it exceded 600,000.

Ever memorable in the annals of history will be the year 1862,
fraught as it was with the sickening horrors of the most atrocious of
savage crueclties, and damning outrages that ever historic pen was
made to chronicle. The season had opened auspiciously for the agri-
cultural interests of Minnesota. The farmer had sown unusually
broad acres, and the fame of the agricultural prosperity of the State
having been sung in the ears of those seeking a home in some new
country, had turned the tide of emigration thither-ward, and the
frontier towns were heing rapidly filled up, and the generous soil was
laden with an abundant harvest as recompense for the labor of the
husbandman, and the pioneers, in their fancied security were boasting
of their fields of grain, their growing stock and their golden harvests
of wheat which would bring the real gold in return; when in a moment,
the war cry of the savage sounded over the prairie, and the homes
which a few hours before were bright with love, happiness, peace and
plenty, were laid waste, and the lives of some thousands sacrificed upon
their own hearth-stones. Those who were fortunate enough to escape
the savage knife or rifle, fled in dismay from their homes lately so full
of promise, and the plenteous harvest was left unreaped, or ungather-
ed, to rot upon the soil made desolate by savage treachery and barbar-
ism. The generous hearted, noble souled citizens of the safer localites,
no sooner heaid the cry.of danger and suffering from their frontier
neighbors than, likethe mnoble sires of the revolution, they sprang to
arms, leaving the plough standing in the furrow, and rushed to the
rescue. A force was soon in the field that punished and drove the
enemy beyond the borders of the State, and now it is considered as safe
in the frontier towns as at the city fire-side. Treaties have been enter-
ed into with the Indian tribes still left in the State by which some
10,000 square miles of fine land is 1'eliﬁq11ished to Government, and
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the Indian title extinguished. The lands heretofore occupied by the
hostile Sioux, is now in the hands of the government and open to set-
tlement by the enterprising pioneer, and alrecady settlements and even
villages have been made far beyond any previous location by white men.

Peace has again dawned upon our beloved country, so long racked
and tortured by a gigantic civil war, and with it, renewed indications
of prosperity and rapid growth for our young State. Already Minne-
sota stands second to none as ‘a bread producing state, and annually
millions of bushels of the staple of life are exported to the less favored
countries of the east. The earth is laden to overflowing with the
elements of material wealth. Coal mines have been discovered in the
-southern part of the State, while from the north comes the glad news
of inexhaustible mines of gold and silver, equal in value with the rich-
est diggings of California, or the ancient mines of Ophir, while for
certain recompense the teeming fruitful earth bears on her broad bosom
a harvest of wealth, and only asks the hand of the husbandman to
gather 1t in.

In an agricultural point of view,Minnesota ranks among the first
States in the Union, and if it progresses in the ratio that it has since
its first settlement, for even five years longer it will be far in advance
of ‘any of its older sister States. The average of wheat per acre is the
largest of any according to the agricultural census reports. Few
states prodice on an average as high as 15 bushels per acre,
vet the average of wheat in Minnesota, of the crop of 1860 was
22 bushels. while in 1865 it was 27 Dbushels, of Oats 60 and of
Barley 35 to 40. . It is not to be wondered at, that with a soil of such
fertility, Minnesota should take the lead as a bread producing State.
The wheat is heavier, and is generally conceded to be of a better quali-
ty than in almost any other locality, and it is a well established fact
that Minnesota, No.1 wheat will bring a higher price in the eagtern
warket than that from any other of the western states.

In 1850 Obio raised the largest crop ever raised in that wheat-grow-
ing State, and the yield was only seventeen and one third bushels to
the acre, while the general average in that state is only twelve and a
half, bushels.—In Jowa the average does not exceed fifteen bushels per
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acre, and yet it is considered one of the best agricultural states in the

west- :
Forty eight bushels for each man, woman and child, in the State.

Only think of it! Why! the storied land of Pharoah in its palmiest
days, did not exceed, our glorious Minnesota. The boasted valley of
the Nile must yield the Palm to the valley of the Mississippi. It was
a forfuitous circumstance, that set our puritan fathers down on the
rugged shores of the Atlantic ere the discovery if our beautiful western
prairies, and yet we have an abundance to thank them for in the devel-
opement of the arts and sciences that we turn to so good accounthere
in the west. The East and the West are bound together by iron
bands and welded by common interest.

New England with her manufactories, her curious looms and
thousands of whirling spindles and flying shuttles, supplies the
toiling millions all over the continent with fabrics of cotton linen and
wool, which the west, in her infancy has as yet failed to produce in
any sufficient quantities to supply the demand or even their necessities,
and in return the fruitful prairies of the western States, yield immense
crops of golden grain, and of their abundance send millions of
bushels to feed the hungry, toilers in the manufactories and crowded
Shops of the cities of the Atlantic coast.The Railroads from the east-
ern cities are rapidly following the guiding Star of Empire westward,
and already has Minnesota clasped hands with New York and Massa-
chusetts, and established commercial intercourse, that combining
yankee shrewdness, and western perseverance, will yield no precedence
to any nation on the globe. The west is dependent upon the country
of the puritans for their Broadecloths, and calicos. Their fine sheet-
ing and their Boots and Shoes, in fact nearly all our western merch-
ants make a semi-annual pilgrimage “down east,” for their supplies
of “Dry Goods and Yankee Notions,” and wooden Clocks, that mark
out western time. And we of the west respond with ship and car
loads of the productions of the fertile soil. Thus making a commer-
cial and financial union of interest that can never be broken.

So too, shall North and South, be united by the ties of common
interest and fraternal brotherhood, that naught shall seperate,
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The exports of wheat from Minnesota, last year were between seven
and eight millions of bushels, and the present year it will be largely in-
creased as there yet remains on hand a large amount of the old crop,
which lack of the facilities of transportasion kept at home.

The crop of wheat in Minnesota for the year 1865 ammounted to
12,000,000 Bushels ; over forty-eight bushels for each man, woman and.
child in the Statc. What think our eagfern friends of this? A pretty
good yield, considering that more than eleven thousand of our able
bodied men, have been from home engaged in defence of our country,
leaving our working force very much reduced, so that, as the actual
figures stand, Minnesota, produced during the past year about one
thousand bushels of Wheat to each able-bodied man left at home from
the war. Saying nothing of the thousands of bushels of oats and other
coarsegrains. This is considered a pretty fair yield for a new State that
our neighbors over on the Atlantic coast think is away in the woods
and inhabited by savages; and we sorrowfully admit that Minnesota
has really been too painfully inhabited by savages, else the wheat crop
of 1865 would have been, 15,008,000 instead of 12,000,000, of bush-
els.

WO0O0L. GROWIXNG,

The wool growing interest is becoming quite an important feature
in the industrial and commercial pursuits of the husbandman of Minn-
esota. In the year 1860, the whole number of sheep in the state was.
only 5,941 while in 1864, there were 92,612, and in 1865 it is thought
the number was not less than 150,000. These with wool bearing the
price it has for the past few years are the source of an immense reve
nue to the farmers, and producers of this portion of the west. The
soil and climate of Minnesota seem peculiarly adapted to the raising-
of sheep, the herbage and grasses are such as sheep seem to thrive on
and grow hardy and strong.

For a state of so recent birth, it seems strange to one who is not
cognizant of the facts that there should be so much material wealth,
somuch personal property, Cattle, Horses and Sheep. Minnesota as a
State is only six years old, and yet in the assessment of 1864 the
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number of Horses assessed was 41,901, valued at $2,416,664, of
Horned Cattle there were 196,448 with a valuation of $2,407,686. OF
Sheep the same year there were 92,612 with a total valuation of $233,
219, and of Hogs, there were 71,483 valued at $140,897, which with
other personal property makes up in the year 1864, the grand sum
total of $8,735,701,50 as the taxable personal property of the State,
This showing, after the destruction of a vast amount of property in
the Indian Outbreak of 1862, and when we consider that personal
property is not accumulated to any considerable extent by the pioneers
in a new country, will we doubt not compare favorably with that of any
of the states of no longer existence.

FRUIT GROWING.

Fruit Growing in Minnesote has been, experimented upon but very
little, as the home-seekers and farm.seekers have usually turned their
attention to such pursuits as would yield a more certain and immedi-
ate recompense for their expense and labor, and the cultuve of wheat
hasabsorbed nearly all the labor and care of the Minnesota farmer, yetin
some instances fruit trees have been cultivated with success, and in the
various reports to the Fruit Grower's Association, we find accounts of
fine Apples being raised in many parts ol the State, and smaller
fruits such as Crab Apples, Plumbs, Grapes, Currants, Strawberries
&c., grow wild in great profusion, from which fact the natural infer-
ence is that, they may be produced by culivation, in much greater
variety, and abundance, as well as greatly improved in flavor, so soon
as farmers, shall take the time to try the experiment, and add those
luxuries to their homes, which so materially make up the home.com-
forts of the well-to-do-farmers freside. There is no doubt, judging
from the few experiments already made, that in Minnesota, especially
in the Southern portion, fruit can be raised equally as well at least as
in Northern New York. We have no idea, that oranges or lemons
will be cultivated in any part of Minnesota, with success, unless, in
the hot-house, of some man who chooses to spend his money i trying
experiments; neither do we anticipate that, except in some favored

localities pears and peaches will be grown, to any considerable extents
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but that apples and all the hardy fruits and those of the choicest varie-
ties, may be produced in Southern Minnesota, in such quantities as to
make it profitable as an investment, has already been demonstrated-
Tropical fruits it is not expected can be raised in so cold a climate, but
such fruits as may beraised in this latitude in any country, may safely
be calculated on here in Minnesota.

Puvsric IMPrOVEMENTS.

The Public Improvements of the State have heen probably fully pro-
portionate, with those of a private nature. To be sure the net work of
Railroads is not as perfect, nor as extensive as in the older states, yet
at this time there are in active operation, and doing a flourishing and
paying business, five different lines of roads, controlled and operated
by separate companies, with trains running over more that two hundred
miles of as nicely finished and smooth roads as any in the United
States. The first Division of the St. Paul and Pacific Road was put
i operation from St. Paul to St. Anthony in 1862, but now is running
as far as Klk River, some forty miles from St. Paul. This road will
probably be built to Red River as soon as men and means can accom-
plish the work.

The Winona & St. Peter road was the next put into active opera~
tion, in 1864, in which year it was completed as far as the city of
Rochester, fifty miles from Winona, which was the terminus for about
oné” year when eighieen miles more was completed, and the cars are
now running over sixty-eight miles of roud, several trains each day,
and all the time crowded to their utmost carrying capacity. An im-
mense amount of work was necessary, to put in operation the first
twenty miles of this road, as the bluffs to be ascended rcquired an
enormous outlay to evect the magnificent trestle works over which the
track is laid. In some places it is about sixty feet in hight for a con-
giderable distance, and in others the solid granite rock is cut down to
an equal depth.

The road will probably be completed as far as Owatonna in Steele
county, as soon as next August, where it will form a junction with the
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Minnesota Central Road, which will then be completed to that city,
thus giving a direct connection by railroad between Winona and St..
Paul. This road runs the whole length of Olmsted County from east
to west, affording excellent facilities for transportation, to the farmers
and merchants of the surrounding country.

The amount of wheat and other grain shipped from the Station at
Rochester during the six months ending December, 1st 1865 was as
follows :

Wheat, bushels, 804,745- Barley, bushels, 4,259.
Potatoes, ¢ 214. Flour. bbls. 1,684.
Hides, 1bs. 86,520. Butter,  lbs. 179,280.
Wool, « 72,210. Sundries and Md’se. 257,200.

Tonnage of Merchandise received, 21,451,256.

This it will be noticed was not at a time, when farmers are shipping
most of their produce, especially of wheat, The harvesting season
occurs during this period, and probably one half of the threshing had
not yet been done. This shipment from one station, shows theamount
of work that the road may be expected to accomplish.

The Minnesota Central Road was not put into operationfor carrying
freight and passengers, until the year 1865, when it was completed
from Minneapolis to Faribault, and will be extended from that town
to Owatonna early the present season, making connection with the
Winona & St. Peter Road.  This road, like the Winona & St. Peter,
has some heavy grading to overcome, and exhibits as fine a specimen
of trestle work where it crosses the Minnesota River, as we ever looked
upon. Upon a large share of the road already completed, the heavy
continuous rail is used. over which the cars glide as smoothly as the
ship sails on the placid surface of a quiet lake.

The cars on the Minnesota Valley Railroad are running as far as
Shakopee, a town on the Minnesota River, about 25 miles ahove St.,
Paul, and twenty from where the Minnesota empties into the Mississip-.
pi- Like all the other roads, the Valley Road is doing a paying and
Hourishing husiness, which will increase as thejx facilities for transport-
ation are increased.

B
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The Southern Minnesota Railroad Co., has been organized for somie
years, though none of it was completed until 1865, in the fall of which
year, some 10 or 15 miles of the track was laid, and engines and cars
placed thereon, and a daily train set in operation for the purpose of
carrying grain and other freight. The Company intend, the present
year, to finish the road to a junction with the Winona and St. Peter
road at or near Rochester, which will make a complete line of Railroad
from St. Paul to any point in the East. Their charter also allows
them to build a road through the Southern tier of counties, crossing
the Central at Austin, in Mower Co.

Other Railroads are in contemplation, for which charters have been
already given, and lands granted to aid in their construction, which
when completed, will form a network that will accommodate all por-
tions of the State.

During the season of navigation, there are several lines of steam-
boats plying on the Upper Mississippi as far as St. Paul, affording as-
good facilities for traveling as the most fastidious might requive. The
amount of grain shipped over this route is very large, and would sur-
prise those who were not acquainted with the rapid growth and im-
mense resources of thisnew State.

THE STAGE LINES.

In addition to, and in connection with the various Railroad and
Steamboat lines, there is probably the best organized system of stage
lines that was ever put in operation in the West. Without going back
to the days of pioneer staging in this portion of the State, when mar-
tyrdom and traveling by stage were synonomous terms, we will speak
only of the present facilities for travel as afforded by that system of
conveyance. In order to give as correct an idea as possible of the
accommodations for travel by way of stages, we copy an extract trom
the St. Paul Pioneer of last February, which, in speaking of Burbank
& Co’s line of stages, says:

“ The mail contracts of the Walker Line expired, if we remember
aright, mostly in 1856 and 1857, and J. C. Burbank & Co. succeeded
them, finally establishing lines on the most important routes in the
State. The lines were stocked with the finest coaches, and the best

5 &+
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horses, and careful and sober drivers employed. Stage traveling he-
came a pleasure almost, and the old days of ‘slow’ coaches were ut-
terly abolished.

In extending their lines, especially towards the Northwest, it was
necessary to repair the roads greatly, and in some instances to lay out
and construct new ones for long distances, bridging streams, &e., a
work requiring an immense outlay of capital. On the road between
St. Paul and La Crosse, several thousand dollars have been expended,
and large sums are annually laid out on it and other routes.  On the
route to Fort Abercrombie, stations were built on the whole line, and
stocked with supplies, at a heavy outlay.

LINES OF THE MINNESOTA STAGE COMPANY.

The Minnesota Stage Company now run on the following lines:

From Elk River, the present terminus of the St. Paul and Pacific
Road, fwo daily lines of four-horse coackes to St. Cloud—onc on each
side of the river. From St. Cloud a four-horse coach runs up on the
East side of the Mississippi to Fort Ripley and Crow Wing, and one
on the West side to Sauk Centre Alexandria and Fort Abercrom-
bie, D. T. ' |

I'rom that point they forward the mails to the Red River settlements
{Pembina and Fort Garry,) by dog trains, twice a week.

From Shakopee, the terminus of the Minnesota Valley Roagd, they
run 10 daily four-horse coach lines to Mankato, passing through alt
the towns in the Minnesota Valley. _ -

From Mankato they have also fwo daily lines via Owatonna to Kas-
son, the terminus of the Winona & St. Peter Railroad.

Their principal La Crosse line, this winter, is run in connection with
the Minnesota Central, and Winona & St. Peter Railroads. Between
St. Paul and Mendota. six daily stages are run, and from Faribault to
Kasson, five daily stages each way. From Winona to La Crosse, eighi
daily stages are run each way. This shows the amount of winter
travel over that route. '

They also run two daily stages each way to La Crosse on the old
river route, through Hastings, Red Wing, Lake City, Wabasha and
Minneiska. This line connects with the Winona and St. Peter Rail-
voad {or points in the interior of the State.
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Their line to Superior City, via Sunrise, is to run three times per
week at present. In the spring the service will be increased to daily
trips, and the line be extended to the Vermillion Lake Gold Mines.

In addition to these principal lines, the Company also run a daily
line from St. Paul to Stillwater, and from Hastings to Northfield.
Also from Faribault to Owatonna, connecting there with a line for
Austin, Osage and the McGregor Railroad to Prairie du Chien,

CAPITAL AND STOCK.

Altogether,sthe Company are running four-horse stages daily over
1,440 miles, and carry the United States mail over 1,714 miles. To
do this, the Company employ the services of 260 men and 800 horses,
and rolling stock in proportion. The entire amount of capital invested
in the stock and property of this Company is $200,000. Some idea
of the magnitude of their business may be gathered from the amount
of revenue taxes paid the Government, which during the past year,

have amounted to $1 2,134.34. -

THE COMPANY.

is organized as follows: Proprietors—J. C. Burbank, R. Blakeley and
J. L. Merriam ; Secretary, C. W. Carpenter; General Agent, A. Allen ;
General Ticket Agent, C. W, McIntyre. |

We look on the Stage Coach as the pioneer of Civilization. Wher-
ever a settlement of bold and hardy pioneers 1s planted on the extreme
outposts of the frontier, a mail becomes a necessity. Forthwith the:
enterprising stage proprietor starts his line of coaches. Statious and
towns spring up on the route, and when the country has become suf.
ficiently settled, the Railroad takes its place; and the bugle of the
stage driver is heard “farther on,” carrying the mails and passengers.
to still remoter settlements. We expect before the cenfennary of
American Independence, to ride in the coaches of our friends Burhank
Blakely & Merriam, on the Northern route (via Saskatchewan) to the
Pacific, with the Iron Horse hard after us. Success to them.”

Various other stage lines are in operation in différent parts of the
State, though probably not altogether traveling over ome gquarter as
great a distance as the one line of Burbank & Co.
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LAND GRANTS.

Tn addition to the munificent grants of land given to aid in the con-
struction of railroads, there has"heen donated to the State to aid in
public improvements, as follows :

1. Sections 16 and 36 in each township, to aid in sustaining public
schools.

2. Seventy-two sections for the support of a State University.

3. Ten sections for the erection of public buildings at the seat of
(Grovernment.

4. Twelve salt’springs, with six sections of land adjacent to each.

5.  Tive per cent of the proceeds of all lands sold by the general
Government after the admission of the State into the Union.

6. All the Swamp Lands within the State.

Making a total for each grant as follows :—

For School purposes, about - - 2,888,000 acres.
For State University, - - - 46,080 ¢
For completing public buildings, - - 6,400
L.and adjoining salt springs, - - 46,080 «
For Railroads, - - . 4,399,141 ¢
Swamp Lands, about - - - 5,000,000
Total. i : : - 12,385,701

In addition to the above, it has been lately decided that under a law
of Congress granting to each new State 500,000 acres of land upon
thelr admission into the Union, Minnesota is entitled to this amount
additional, making her total grant of land 12,885,701 acres, making
nearly one fourth of the entire territory of the State.

THE CLIMATE.

Minnesota, lying as it does in a Northern latitude, as a natural
consequence has a somewhat frigid climate, and as the cold winds of
winter come howling and moaning over the bleak prairies, the sojourn-
ers who have just made their first visit to the Gopher State, drawtheir
overcoats and shawls more closely around them, and pity the residents
of such a boisterous, chilling climate; yet at the same time they in-
hale the fresh and invigorating atmosphere, with its life-giving ele-
‘ments, and their lungs expand and grow strong under the influence of



22 HISTORY OF OLMSTED COUNTY.

such inhalation. Their nerves arc braced up to healthicr action, and
before they are aware of it, they ave admiring and enjoying what they
before condemned. As a healthy State, Minnesota is not excelled by
any in the Union. A person whose lungs are affected, would hardly
do well to leave a warm climate and come to Minnesota in the winter
season, as the atmosphere would be too powerful and invigorating to
be of benefit, as the lungs would hardly be able to act well under the
influence, but those who visit Minnesota in the spring months, and
remain during the warm weather, will be sure to find their health im-
proving, and their whole systems receiving new life and vigor.

THE SCENERY.

This State, being entirely destitute of lofty mountaius, does not pre-
sent so great a diversity of scenery as often delights the eye of the
traveler in a mountainous country, yet the admirer of Nature seldom
becomes more interested than when gazing upon the magnificent
scenery presented along the western bank of the Upper Mississippi.
yThe high range of bluffs that extend Northwestward from the south
line of the State to the Falls of St. Anthohy, furnish some of the most
sublime scenes that ever inspired poetic ardor, or furnished a subject
for an artist’s pencil. Here high, craggy rocks, like the ruins of an
embattled tower, hanging over the waters of the Mississippi, there
lovely valley stretching backward to the continuous hills in the dis-
tance, forming a natural site for a quiet village or hustling city. |
Half way between Fort Spelling and the Falls of St. Anthony, are
the celebrated Falls of Minne-ha-ha, or Laughing Water, which Long-
fellow has immortalized in song. These falls, taken in connection
with Fort Snelling, and the many romantic incidents connected there-
with, and the numerous beautiful lakes in the vicinity, makes St. Paul
a center of attraction for pleasure seekers who visit Minnesota.
Five miles from Mankato are the Falls of Minneinneopa, quite as
beautiful and picturesque, though not as famous as Minne-ha-ha
Longfellowshould visit this beautiful but secluded s‘pot, and pour out
his enthusiastic admiration in measures of flowing rhyme, and when

once it became famous in story, it would be visited by all the pleasure
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secking pilgrims to this beaatitul prairic State. There are many other
places of much interest, which the traveler would delight to look wpon
while passing through the country, that we might mention, but we
cannot enter into too lengthy a description of the State at large.
THE PROSPERITY OF MINNESOTA
is perbaps as well illustrated as could be, by the following extracts
from the American Reporter or British Emigrant's Guide, published
in New York for circulation in England, Ireland and Scotland :

“ The world has never seen new States springing into a sudden ex-
tstence, so full of vigor and prosperity, and so sure of steady progress
and brilliant foture, as the Northwestern States of the Federal Union.
The names of Ohio, Illinois, Tudiana, Michigan, Wisconsin. Iowa,
Minnesota, have become, and deservedly become, for millions in the
0ld World, symbols of an inexhaustible mine of wealth and happiness.

Of course their progress during the four terrible years of war which
has now fortunately ceased, could not be what it was in that period
preceding the war. There never has been a country in which a war
like our late rebellion, did not prove a heavy drain. But if anything
could conclusively prove to the people of the old world the indestrueti-
ble vitality of the new States referred to, it is their progress during the
years of war. Most of them took a census in the years 1864 and
1865, and the vesults of the censuses establish the astonishing fact
that the increase of these States from 1860 to 1865 has been, in spite
of the war, more rapid than that of the most flourishing States of
Europe. So far as we have learned, the censuses held in 1864 and
1865 gave the following results :

Stateg. Census of 1860. Census of 1865. Per ct. of inc’e,
Minnesota, 172,622 248, 848 40
Illivois, 1,711,951 2,163 000 27
Wisconsin, 775,871 86S.84 7 12
Yowa, 674,048 754,501 11.16
Michigan, 740,113 805.379% 7.5

This shows an average annual increase for Minnesota of 8 per cent ;
for Tllinois of 5.t per cent; for Wisconsin of 2.4 per cent; for Jowa of
2.1 per cent; for Michigan of 1.9 per cent; a mesult which most fa-
vorably compares with the progress of p0pulation'in the most populous
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States of Europe. With the population, the increase in wealth and
prosperity has kept pace.

The messages which the Governors of these States sert to the sev-
eral legislatures in January of the present year, unroll a picture of
satisfactory progress in all departments of public life. We have no space
to review them all, but take one, that of the Governor of Minnesota,asa
specimen. The receipts of this State for the year 1865 were $480,120
and the expenditures $416,0600, leaving a balance on hand of $72,000.

The floating debt, the Governor announces, has been cancelled.
Entries in the various land offices in the year amounted to 804,932, an
increase of 139,232 acres over the previous year, and including rail-
road lands, one million acres were sold in 1865. The logs scaled
reached the enormous number of 237,833,252 feet, an increase of
159,676,338 over 1864. Of school lands, 24,131,77 acres sold for
$143,955,05. The school fund alveady lacks less than seventeen
thousand of reaching a million dollars, and if the remainder of the

lands sell at the same rate, will reach sixteen millions, The railroads
are in a flourishing condition, 210 miles being already completed, and
132 more partially finished. In 1860 the State had 532,315 acres in
wheat, and the number of bushels harvested was 5,101,332 in 1865
the number of the former had increased to 800,000, and that of the
latter to 12,000,000.

Now we may safely challenge Europe to show us any State equaling
these statistics. And let our friends in Great Britain always bear in
mind that the above figures show the development of this State during
2 war the like of which the world has rarely seen, and which in the
opinion of the most famous statesmen and financiers of Europe, was
infallibly to terminate in the dissolution of the Union, and the uiter
prostration and hankruptey of the dissolved parts.



HISTORICAL SKETCH OF MINNESOTA.

CENSUS OF MINNESOTA.

Population 248,847, a Gain of 77,494 in Five Years.

We publish herewith a complete, and, we believe, accurate digest of
the State censug of 1865:

County.

Anoka,
Benton,
Blue Earth,
Brown,
Carlton,
Carver,
Cass,
Chisago,
Clay,
Dako ta,
Dodge,
Faribault,
Fillmore,
Freeborn,
Goodhue,
Hennepin,
Houston,
Isanti,
Jackson,
Lake,

Le Sueur,
Martin,
AManomin,
McLeod
Meekor,
Mille Lae,
Morrison,
Mower,
Nicollet,
Olmsted,
Pine,
Ramsey,
Redwood,
Rice,

8t. Louis,
Seott,
Sherburne,
Sibley,
Stearns,
Steele,
Todd,
Wabasha,
Waseca,
Watonwan,
Washington,
Winons,
Wright,

Total

RECAPITULATION BY COUNTIES.

Totals. Males.
503 272
9,245 5,018
9,268 1,200
28 .16
8,704 4,558
37 23
2,103 1,155
30 18
12,475 6,562
6,220 3,256
4,737 2,519
17,545 9,133
5,679 2,086
14,880 7,796
17,016 8,811
9,792 5,089
453 239
383 195
154 76
7,832 4,074
1.430 7oL
117 67
2,550 1,383
1,219 643
331 177
796 430
5,174 2,740
5,023 2,616
15,176 8,019
29I 31
15,143 7,641
95 63
10,977 5,859
294 168
8,576 4,478
8§19 438
4,683 2,528
7,337 3,862
4,832 2,606
117 69
10,167 5,323
4,164 2,129
246 130
6,786 3,590
16,277 7,987
5,028 2,707
248,848 129,653

Females.
1,058

231

4,227
1,069

13

3,190
7,290
2,321

119,195

F¥amilies,

451
104
1,711
418

16
1,700
13

103
17
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Soldiers in actual service, June Ist,iiinan..s Sresrsersriantecerarasans 8,319
Colored PerSOnS,..ocsiieeiririvanuiiiieraiiateinieioiereesenensmess reemseanare 473
Deaf and dumb,.c.coniiiiiiiiii e 114
1T 38
B R TR o 1T O 18
Tdiotic,eeureienuann - §40 o seres e toreteasenatatentetseusteasnrbaetansetinesttsnarer 3
THE CITIES OF MINNESOTA.
St. Paul,.c.ccviiiiniiniiineianna, freeesarsnteiasssasieransorersaresetestn 13,012
Minneapolis)eeeeiiereiiieniiiiiiiiioiieisniere teerrennirnieiriienss 4,608
St. Anthony City,.c.eeveeeriiieieniiiiiiininiii e 3,492
Winona,...... erersnens ereerereieans beeereietae et aresasarertaranatnns 4,439
ROCheSter, ..t viiiiiiiiiiriiii e 2,663
Mankato, city and t0Wn,..vceviiiiiiiiniicineiiniiiini e 2,653
Hastings,...cooreunnns O PPN rveesisreees 2,489
Red Wing,.iciviiiiiiiieniiiie e s e e e e 2,360
Faribault, oo s e 2,339
Stillwater City,eecveeiriiiiiimiieiiiiiiiiiiinciinisesnesonneercece 2,145

St. Cloud,...venciiniincininenn beatesesInestsanrtsnresecertrreratarsTaes . 2,065



OLMSTED COUNTY.

Perspons whose minds have heen somewhat educated, and who pos-
sess a reasonably active imagination, may picture to themselves a dis-
trict of country comprising something like six hundred and fifty square
miles of land destitute of mountains, or even of any lofty hills, yet
with the surface gently undulating, or rolling and swelling, like the
huge billows of old ocean, covered with rich herbage, and with the
various hued flowers that are scattered in such profusion over the
Western wilds, intermingled with blossoming and fruit-bearing shrubs,
with here spreading out before us as far as the eye can reach, until
the view is lost in the blue distance beyond, a beautiful swelling prai-
rie, whose soil is adapted to raising the choicest of all kinds of grain,
there a long stretch or glade of natural meadow land, affording great
quantities of excellent hay. Then looking again, we see a hroad ex-
panse of scattering native oalks, like some old-time orchard, with wide-
spreading branches and sturdy trunks, relieving the otherwise monot-
onous aspect of the landscape. Inthe northwest corner of the county
there is a belt of heavy timber, composed of oaks, bass, hickory and
some sugar maple. In various other portions of the county, there are
small patches of timber, which make a fair supply of fuel within a
reasonable distance.

Perhaps the eye of man never rested on a spot of earth which for
fertility of soil, beauty of landscape and healthfulness of climate and
location, was better fitted to meet his material wants, and supply the
necessities of his nature, since shut out from the original Eden.

A moderate climate, exhilarating atmosphere, a fertility of soil un-
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excelled by any county in this exceedingly fertile State, with a highly
favored location for the commercial interests of the community, have
given to Olmsted County the rapid growth and uniform prosperity
which have marked its growth since its first settlement, without any
check whatever. Each successive year contributes to the general de-
velopment of the vast resources hidden in the soil, the timber and the
granite which afford the sources of wealth and prosperity to all branch-
es of industry. And at no time has the county presented such in-
ducements to agriculturists, mechanics and capitalists asat the present,
and it needs no prophet’s eye to foretell that in the future there awaits
an unsurpassed prosperity, and a rich harvest of wealth for those who
assiduously labor for that development.

Looking backward for only a few short years, and we see no signs
of civilization, neither of habitation, save the wigwams of the red
men and their trails as they make their way to their hunting grounds
farther west, their council fires, and their bark canoes glidingover the
waters of the various streams, and we have a truthful picture of Olm-
stead County as it was previous to 1854, ere the hand of civilization
had disturbed its wilderness and primitive state. To-day we look
again. Twelve years have passed away, and behold what a change.
The magic wand of civilization has been waved over the broad prai-
ries and openings, and art, science and commerce, combined with the
real western energy, have covered the wide expanse with cultivated
fields and golden harvests; has made roads and built bridges, and
dotted the prairies with pleasant dwellings and elegant school houses,
and reduced the wilderness to enclosed fields, busy villages and the
bustling city.

This transformation has not beer made by the magic use of an
Aladdin’s lamp, nor by the necromancy enshrined in the purse of the
millionaire who had sent his venture of wealth that it might return ten-
fold while he rests at his ease in some Eastern palace, but it has been
created by the.indomitable and persistent energy of the bone and sin-
ew of the nation, the laboring masses, who desirous of making homes
for themselves, their children and their children’s children after them,
have hewed and carved their way by patient toil and ceaseless effort,
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and throngh stern privation and want, have made Olmsted Coun-
ty what she is to-day, second to nonc in importance in the State.
And yet the present importance and wealth are but the development
of a very insignificant portion of its real capacity; while vast unfur-
rowed fields, still clad in the vestments of Nature's regal and primal
heauty, nwvite the tillers of the soil to a closer acquaintanceship.
There seems to be literally no exhaustion to the generous soil, and as
the succceding years roll around, agricultural, mechanical and com-
mercial operations are doubled and quadrupled year by year. While
thus contemplating the growth and prosperity that has thus far attend-
ed the development of the resources of this county, the mind is irre-
sistibly driven to the conclusion that it possesses natural advantages
and facilities for the promotion of the happiness of the hwman race
seldom found, even in the most tavored localities of ihe carth.

When we reflect that the germs of the future, in latent embryo, are
contained in the bosom of the present; that “to-day” is forever giv
ing character and color, and shaping the destinies of “to-morrow,” we
have only to examine the vast resources of wealth and prosperity that
lie hidden in the unexplored recesses of Nature’s great storehouse, the
raw material with which the country is supplied, and the aptitude of
the people to lay hold of these natural advantages, and convert them
to the most profitable use, to form some idea of what the future of
Olmsted County may realize.

Men of independent mind and effort, with hearts throbbing with
cheertul hope; men of nerve and musele, with an invincible determin-
ation, and “with a heart for any fate,” and hands willing and eager to
demonstrate the fact, have looked out and made their homes on the
fertile prairies and beautiful openings that lie spread out in such in-
viting splendor before the eye of the beholder. Beneath the tough
web of the sward lay one vast garden, fragrant with all the rich fruits
and golden grains; a vast mine of incomparably greater wealth than
the richest vein of golden ore. This capital has been brought into ac-
tive use by the energies of the toiling thousands who have converted
the waste wilderness into fertile fields, and turned the treaswres of the
earth into channels to contribute to the happiness of man. These are
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here, stL” gathering rich harvests from the fields their hands subdued ;
with motive power unabated, stored with the wisdom of past experi-
ence, with the honors of the victories achieved by past labors, and
surrounded by the abundant aid which wealth brings to industry and
perseverance. And with these increased facilities for the execution
thereof, the problem of the future of Olmsted County is to be worked
out. Who so blind that they cannot see and appreciate the result?
Whatever road the traveller may take in passing through this coun-
ty, he cannot travel far before he will have his attention arrested by a
neat school house, generally nicely painted, and with pleasant sur-
roundings, and if he enters this little seminary of learning, he will
find the interior judiciously and pleasantly arranged, and a crowd of
juveniles eagerly climbing up the hill of science, with maps, charts,
black-boards, and the most improved aparatus for aiding them in their
efiorts, arranged upon the-walls. The cultivation of the mind receives
much attention, and keeps at least even pace with the cultivation of
the so1l, so that we may confidently look forward to a not far distant

cLzy when Minnesota, and Olmsted County, will take a prominent pwrt
in the educational interests of the nation.

With the light of science to illuminate and develope the progressive
energies which tend to hring into action the social nature of mankind,
and the vital principle, enduring strength and substantial wealth of
the community, coupled with the material elements of prosperity to
aid its advancement, we know of no place, no city bubbling o'er with
noise, no fairy grot or deep secluded dell, or in the literary haunts of
men, that may hope to so far rival this as to bear away the palm.

If the exertions and never-ceasing activities of the people of Olm-
sted County are wisely and judiciously directed, a brilliant future
awaits them. The Great Proprietor has dealt out to them of the gar-
nered treasures of the carth with a bountiful hand, in the fertility of
the soil, the facilities of communication, the springs and streams that
water the country; and afford power for turning the machinery to aid
in manufactures, and the means of supplying the various necessities

of markind, and those who improve upon the advantages thus' offered
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will gather a golden harvest, and a yield of from fen to o Lundred told
for the means and energy employed.

We have already said that whatever thevre may be of present nn-
provements, but a fraction of the wealih and capacity of the county 13
yet developed. Iach and every facility for communication with the
countries cither east or west of here, adds an increased per cent to the
value of each acre of land, to the products of the soil, and to the
agricultural, mechanical and commercial interests of the -country.
The congtruction of the Railroad from Winona westward, has opened
up a source of communication and a channel of conveyance for the
traunsportation of grain and goods that is of incalculable benefit to the
commercial interests of the county. It has incrensed the value of the
great stapie, wheat, to the great satisfaction of «li the farming cem-
mumty If, as is now anticipated: the Southern Minnesota Rail 1‘0&«‘1
interscets the Winona & St. Peter within um county, it will add
greatly to the facilities for transportation, by giving a direct Bastern

VOmmu.ncndon, wmhmt any river comniurication.  This will assist

materially in developing the immense vesources of this section of
country.

ITS BOUNDARY AND ORGANIZATION.

Olmsted County is bounded on the North by Goodhue and Wabasha
Counties; on the Hast by Wabasha and Wi mom South by Fillmore
and Mower, and West by Dodge County.

The county was established under the ']elnto’l\l Government in
1355, but was not organized into towns till the spring of 1838, Pre-
vious to this, it was merely divided into election precinets. It now
includes cighteen townships, each six miles square.  Towns 108, in
Ranges 11 and 12, have been attached to Wabasha County, thus pre-
venting the sy mnle trical proportions Olmsted County Qhould possess.
The coanty seat is the cn;v of Rochester. fifty miles west of Winona,
seventy-five south-east of St. Paul, and seventy-five north- West from La
Crosse.

The officers chosen at its first establishment in 1835, were :
JaMEs GEORGE,

G. P. Barrows, » Commissioners.
Jases Rurax,

J. N. MCLANE ciiiiiiciie e e Register of Deeds.
[1(‘Hn~L PEARCE,..oo .......Assecsor.

H. McReapy,........ N et e ..o Sheriff.
ALFRED Kivxey,........ R S veereeeiee.... LTRASUTET.

The first meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held at Oro-
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noco, August 27th, 1855. But little business was transacted so far ag
the record shows, and the Board adjourned to meet at Rochester on
the 13ih of September following.

No business was done at this session, except to consider some peti-
tions for the organization of School Districts and election precincts..
and the meeting was adjourned till October 1st. At the October meet-
ing, the same kind of business as at the previous meeting was the
principal feature, and the Board adjourned till the 12th of November..
The same sort of business predominated at the November session, and
the report shows no accounts allowed or presented. This session
closed the business of 1855,

In 1856, the Board of Commissioners consisted of E. B. Barrows,
John Lowry and James Rutan. Their first meeting in that year was
on the 7tn of January, Mr. Barrows acting as Chairman. The busi-
ness of this session lasted several days, and was of nearly the same
character as distingnished the previous meetings, varied by the ac-
ceptance of the bonds of various county officers. among them that of
J. N. McLane as Register of Deeds. -

Sessions of the Board were held from time to time, throughout the
year, and several more election precinets marked out, and judges of
election appointed. -

The first bills presented the Board for allowance, were presented at
the July session of 1856, and asit may be interesting for future refer-
ente, we append them, as well as the amount of taxable property as-
sessed that year :

Lewis Chamberlain, for viewing and locating Territorial road,....$18,00:

Thos. Hunter, as County Surveyor,.......ccecerurermeaeecrnmimereennsns 25,85
Johun Collins, for taking assessment,......... T 86,00
M. C. Van Horp, “ U S 77,00
. N for viewing road,.......... PPt W 111

P. H. Durfee, for taking assessment,......... riereerersaciererirenaases 75,00
C. H. Page, “ carrying chain,..... .. PR 3,00
P. 8. Curtis, % viewing roads,.....cc...c.. revsrens reeeatere st 5,00

. ) O ; 27
Zebina Handerson, ¢ b TP TRPRPRTRRts X |1
J. H. Hartenbower, * e reieereteree et esarer e raaa e 4,00
John Bamber, « e TP M 111
M. H. Holt, “ “o. v R e 3,00
Jacob McQuillan, O P 9,00
Lewis Patechin, « e, cererean reeettenraraane e 9,00
- , :
B. E. Kemp, € eeveeees Creareereeetteaee et aran 12,00
D. D.  Chase, . e feeeeterarerrur et 12,09
E. P. Bircher, « e Cireeeteiieesateaar e eae 13,00,
Wm. Potter, Joel Ballard and David Hazleton, for viewing road, 12,50
P. S. Curtis, for Sheriff ’ e 118,08
- 0. Uurtis, for Sheriff,...cocoooiiiiiiianiiin, Cestreseassersennnacenans 3,U¢
Nelson Wait, for carrying chain,.......c...... eeerenns e 3,00
John A. Burgan, for assistine County Surveyor,..... eieneriasees 2.25
o o y J ’

Whole am’t of taxable property for the year 1866 was,......$307,58800
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County Tax—7} mills,..... ceeeen Ceeeerraressoiees veeresrnenisnensea0,6006 91
School Tax—2% mills,iiiviiiiiiiiiiii e 2,168 97
Territorial Tax—1 mill,...c.ciinieiennen.. reeseetrense seeeanariiness 867 58
Total TaX,.cceeriiierinieneiinnnns eenen vereerversninan coreeesnn$9,543 46

The records show that these bills were all accepted by the Commis-
missioners, but nothing isrecorded to show whether or not they were
ever allowed.

In 1857 the Board was composed of John Lowry, H. Thompson
and D. B Coe. James A. Bucklin filed his bond as County Treasu-
rer, backed by four sureties, viz., James Bucklin, Henry Woodard,
B. 8. Coe and Asa Lesuer, which considering the amount likely to
come into his hands, was considered amply sufficient.

The amount of School Fund for this year, which was collected

DY faX, WaS .ttt iiiiitiiicinir et e e e st vereeneen 3631 63
Collected from FINEs,..oeiiiireeicireiiriiniiiiiiii e i snens 46 00
Total School Fund,...ccccevveiiiviiinnann... eeee eererraearas $677 63

That people may see that the sovereigns of the land, through their
officers, looked well to the educational interests of the county, even
at this early day, we append a Resolution which was passed by the
Board of Commissioners on the Sth of January, 1857:

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Justices of the Peace, and
the officers of the County, to inquire into and make report to the
Board of County Commissioners, of all trespasses upon Scbool lands
within this county, and all persons who have committed trespass
upon any of said lands within said county, are hereby notified to
be and appear before the Board of County Commissioners, at the
office of the Clerk of said Board, in the city of Rochester, on the
first Monday of April next, and settle with said Commissioners for
such trespass, or suits will be instituted against them to recover
damages. The Clerk of this Board is instructed to cause this no-

tice to be published in the Oromoco Courier and the Olmsted Co.
Journal, for four successive weeks.

Two newspapers were published in the county at this time, and
yet it was literally in its infancy, not yet three years old.  This
simple fact shows plainly that the natural advantages of the county

C
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weve such ag at first sight to attract the attention of those seeking
homes and fortunes on the Western prairies.

The Report of the County Treasurer for this year shows receipts
to the amount of 2,918 07, Feb. 4th. Business of the nature that
most necssarily attend the organization of a new county, such as
laying out roads, organizing School Districts, &c., occupied the
time of the Commissioners during each session of the year. In 1858
the Board consisted of John Lowry, H. Thompson and L. B. Bliss.
This year, Emory Mapes was elected Register of Deeds, G. W. Baker
Sheriff, and Wm. P. Brooks Treasurer.

April 16th, 1858, the County was organized into towns, under the
new State government, as follows :

Township 105, Range 11, named........cccovnenennn. ceerareanranns BrMIra.
¢ b €12, OrION.
“ “ €18, K eveeren JPressayt Grove.
“ “ “ 14, ¥ (including Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,

and -6, of Township 104, in said

Range)u..ccovienncnnnn. Hicu Forzsr.

“ “ “ 15, *“ (including Sections 1, 2, 3, 4,5, and
6, in said Range)......... Rocx Drur

“ 106, # 11, “ ... Whitewater, now Dovez.
é “ 12, “ ..., -.Springfield, now Exors.
“ . “ S £ T . SALEM.
o107, % 1T, ¥ ereeeeern ...QuINCY,
é “ 12, % Washington, now VIoLA.
“ “ “ 15, ¢ (except Sections 1,2and 3) Karyuar.
“ 108, “ 15, “ (and Sections 1, 2, and 3, Township
107, Range 15)........... New Havex.

U & b 14, Y ererenen e Oroxoco.
“ & €13, e erereererenenens FarmivcTox.
“ 106, “ 13, “ i Mariox,
“ ¢ E 14, e +... ROCHESTER.
. 107, % 14, ¥ reriiieerirceneicenene e . JCASCADE.

“ « “ 13’ 3 sesn .-...-....Zumbro, DOW H.&YERHII"L'
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On the 15th of September, 1858, D. M. Evans was elected Clerk of
the County Board of Supervisors. In the spring of 1859, the follow-
ing named gentlemen composed the County Board of Supervisors, or,
as it was called, the County Legislature; viz.: J. W. Everstine, S,
Risker. C. H. Lindsley, C. H. Short, Ethan Kimball, L. B. Bliss, T. S.
Coraish, M. Pearce, Abram Harkins, John Kilroy, E. Day, D. L.
King, James Bucklin, G. C. Sheiks, T. T. Olds, J. A. Coffin, Cyrus
Cornell, William Russell, David Whiteey, A. J. Doty, O. A. Hadley,
Chester Rose, J. W. Everest.

In 1859, L. B. Bliss was eclected Register of Deeds; again in 1861,
1863, and 1865, and now holds the office. G. W. Baker was re-elected
Sheriff, and Wm. P. Brooks as Treasurer. The bonds given by the
Treasurer were $50,000. C. C. Jones was elected Clerk of the District
Court—salary $300. J. A. Leonard, County Attorney—salary $400.

In March, 1860, at the annual town meetings, the manner of con-
ducting the County affairs was again changed, and five Commis-
sioners were elected from the different commissioner districts. The
first Board of Commissioners was composed as follows : Thos. Brooks,
Chairman, Abram Harkins, Zebina Handerson, Richard Hull, and
Wm. M. Pierce. D. M. Evans was removed from the office of County
Auditor, and O. A. Hadley appointed to fill the office. Mr. Hadley
was elected Auditor in 1860, and re-elected in 1862.

The following named persons have held County offices since the
organization, as follows :

SHERIFFS. REGISTERS.
R. McReady, 1855. J. N. McLane, 1855, ’56, '57.
P. Curtis, 1856, 1857. Emory Mapes, 1858.
G. W. Baker, 1858, '59,'60, ’61. L. B. Bliss, 1859, 1861, 1863,
Horace Loomis, 1861, ’63, '65. and 1863.
AUDITORS.

D. M. Evans, 1859, till the spring of 1860.

O. A. Hadley, appointed in 1860 ; elected in 1860 and 1862.
Abram Harkins, 1864.



36 - HISTORY OF OLMSTED COUNTY.

CLERKS OF GOURT. COUXTY ATTORNEYS.
C. C. Jones, 1859. S. P. Jones, in 1858.
C. H. Lindsley, 1861 ; appointed. J. A. Leonard, 1859.
0. P. Stearns, 1861.
Reuben Reynolds, 1861, elected. L. Barber, 1862.
Alfred Blanchard, 1865, elected. 0. O. Baldwin, 1863.
O. P. Stearns, 1865.
TREASURERS.
Alfred Kinney, 1855. 1856. W. P. Brooks, 1858, ’59, ’60.
James A. Bucklin, 1857. O. P. Whitcomb, 1861, 63, ’65.

The last named persons are now holding the various offices to which
they were elected.
JUDGES OF PROBATE,

Reuben Ottman, one year, M. W. Fay, four years.

Hiram Thompson, six years. Reuben Reynolds, present Judge.

The following persons have represented Olmsted County in the
State Legislature:

At the election in the fall of 1835, W. D. Lowry, of this city, was
elected to the Council, or Senate, and J. H. Hartenbower to the House
of Representatives of the Territory. Mr. Lowry held the office for two
years. Ii. B. Barrows, of Pleasant Grove, was elected to the House of
Representatives for 1857.

The Constitution of the State having been decided upon by the Con-
vention of Delegates, was submitted to the people for their ratification
at the general election in the fall of 1857. The Constitution providing
for two Senators and four Representatives from each senatorial dis-
trict, the people of the County proceeded in their election upon the
supposition that the Constitution would be adopted, and accordingly
elected the full representation thus provided for. C. H. Lindsley, of
Rochester, and Emerson Hodges, of Lyota, were elected as Senators,
and Sylvanus Burgess, E. A. Power, Sam’l Lord and W. K. Tattersall,
to the House of Representatives.

In the fall of 1858, P. I. Lawshee, J. 8. Sawyer, D. L. King, and
G. 1. Covell, were elected to the lower House; and Emerson Hodges,
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and Dr. Hector Galloway, of Oronoco, were chosen Senators. Irom
some cause, the Legistature was not assembled during that year, and
the genuine worth of the elected members was not allowed an oppor-
tunity to enlighten and enrich the world, though the Senators held
their office for two years, and came up to their work in the winter of
1860, with G. W. Green, A. J. Olds, Abram Ozmun, and J. S. Sawyer,
as their colleagues in the lower branch of the Legislature. In the fall
of that year S. P. Jones, of Rochester, was elected to the Senate, and
Abram Harkins and W. K. Tattersall to the House of Representatives.
Mr. Jones died, just before election in the fall of 1861, and J. V.
Daniels was elected to fill the vacancy, and F. Johnson and Thomas
Harris as Representatives. Mr. Daniels has been twice re-elected, and
1s the present incumbent. The following named gentlemen have
served the County in the Legislature: In 1863, J. P. Moulton and Z.
Handerson ; in 1864, J. Ps Moulton and T. H. Armstrong ; in 1865,

Wm. Teachout and T. H. Armstrong ; in 1866, B. F. Perry and R. D.
Hathaway.

In the summer of 1863, Hon, James H. Baker having resigned the
position of Secretary of State, David Blakely was appointed by Gov-
ernor Ramsey to fill the vacancy, and in the following year he was
elected to the same position, which he oceupied till January of the
present year. Hon. T. H. Armstrong, of High Forest, is the present
Lieutenant-Grovernor of the State. In 1864, Lloyd Bérber, of Roches-
ter, was elected Judge of the Third Judicial District, which positien
he now occupies.

PRINCIPAL STREAMS.

Tae principal streams that water and afford water-power to this
County, consist of the various branches of the Zumbro, the Root, and
Whitewater rivers, Bear, Cascade and Silver Creeks, which are the
only ones affording water-power, or are of any considerable size. There
are two branches of the Zumbro running through this county. One
branch, rising in the county of Dodge, and running through the towns
of Kalmar, New Haven and Oronoco, into Wabasha county, and run-
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ning through this county, empties into the Mississippi about four miles
below the city of Wabasha. The other branch of the Zumbro rises in
the town of Vernon, in Dodge county, and runs in this county through
the towns of Salem, Rochester, Haverhill, Cascade, and Oronoco,
uniting in the town of Oronoco with the middle branch. These two
streams afford considerable water-power, the east branch turning the
machinery of two fine flouring mills in the city of Rochester, which
manufacture a large amount of flour for shipment to eastern cities, as
well as the custom work for the country round about. The other
branch, which runs through the western towns, gives motive power to
three saw mills in the town of New Haven, and a flouring mill and
other machinery in the village of Oronoco. The Zumbro river is said
to have received its name from the Jesuit priests who visited Minne-
sota at an early period as missionaries to the Indians. It was named
by ‘them in French, Les Ambras, signifjing the embarrass, or river
of obstructions, which name it was called by the Indians, and by
the men who first settled here anglicized to Zumbro.

A flouring mill with two runs of stones is situated on Cascade Creek,
near wheve it empties into the Zumbro, in the city of Rochester. The
creek rises in the town of Cascade, and runs in a north-easterly
direction through the town, winding its way through the valleys and
over meadow lands till it loses itself in the more pretentious Zumbro.

Bear Creek has its origin in springs, bubbling up from the bosom
of the earth among the highlands of Eyota, which form the water ledge
or dividing ridge that separates the waters of the Whitewater and Root
rivers, and is said to be the highest land in Olmsted County. The
stream flows in nearly a westerly direction through the towns of Eyota,
Marion and Rochester, affording the only water-power after it reaches
within the city limits, where it has a fall of about seventeen feet in a

distance of some forty rods. The creek empties into the Zumbro river
near the center of the city.

Silver Creek springs into life among the litile hills in the town of
Haverhill, and glides along gurgling and rippling among the shrubbery
and leaping over pebbles, dancing in the sunlight or hidden in the
luxuriant grasses, till its size has become so increased as to make it &
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somewhat noticeable stream. It finds its way along towards its destis
nation, the Zumbro, which swallows up all smaller streams, and com-
ing {rom the eastern side where the banks are high, it has a descent of
about twenty feet in a very few rods, before it reaches the level of the
river.

Root River rises in Dodge County, and runs in an easterly direction
through the southern tier of towns, Rock Dell, High Forest, Pleasant
Grove, Orion and Elmira, then through the counties of Fillmore and
Houston, and empties into the Mississippi below La Crescent. This
river supplies the power for driving a grist mill at High Forest, another
at Stewartville, and a saw mill in the town of Elmira, near the village
of Chatfield.

The Whitewater, or the principal branch of that stream, rises in the
town of Eyota, and runs through the towns of Dover and Quincy, theu
enters Wabasha County and runs eastward, emptying into the Missis-
sippi at or near Minneiska. One branch of this stream rises in a
mammoth spring in the town of Dover, and running through the town
of Quincy affords power to drive the machinery of a grist mill and a
saw mill, which contribute much to the convenience of the péople in
that vicinity. Still another branch rises in the town of Viola, and
running through the towns of Elgin and Plainview in Wabasha Gounty,
enters this county again in the town of Quincy, affording finé water-
power at three different points in the town.

All of these streams are of a sober and orderly character, at most
seasons of the year; but as the warm weather of spring comes eon,
unlocking the streams and swamps from their icy fetters, and melting
the snows of winter, they frequently get on a greas frolic, and overflow
their banks, get high, and in their splurging along tear down bridges
and blockade the roads, creating great inconvenience to the traveling
public.

COUNTY XNEWSPAPERS.

THe first newspaper published in this County was started in the fall
of 1856, only two years after the first occupancy of the County by
white men, showing emphatically how closely education follows upon
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the heels of civilization, and the demands of the people for inforimation,
as well as the rapidity of the improvements in a country newly settled
by enterprising people.

‘Tae Oroxoco CoURIER, a seven column newspaper, was established
at Oronoco in the fall of 1856, by a joint-stock company consisting of
Leonard B. Hodges, John B. Clark, E. 8. Collins, Reuben Gttman,
and E. Allen Power. The press and other material were purchased in
Dubuque, Iowa, of J. B. Cowan & Co., and John B. Flynn, of that
city, was employed as foreman of the office. The company engaged
the services of Dr. H. Galloway, now of Rochester, as editor in chief,
and E. Allen Power as gatherer of local items. The paper was con-
ducted with ability, and ranked among the first-class newspapers of
the Territory. In 1857, when the financial crisis approached, the sun
of the Courier's cxistence set, not in clouds and thick darkness, but in
a blaze of glory,

« Like a warrior taking his rest,

With his martial cloak around him.”’

Tae Owmstep County JourvAn.—In the winter of 1857, Messrs.
Evans and Robbins came to Rochester from the East, and established
the Olmsted County Journal, which was conducted upon the indepen-
dent plan until the following fall, when the office was sold to John H.
Hyatt and M. L. Stewart, who commenced the publication of the
Rochester Free Press in January, 1858. These gentlemen continued
the publication of the paper until the June following, when they in turn
sold out to F. A. Soule, who continued to publish it on the punth-
lock system, with himself as editor, and J. R. Drew as publisher, for
about one year, when it was discontinued.

THE RocHESTER DEMOCRAT, was established under Democratic
patronage, in September, 1857, by Charles Cottom. This was an
eight-column paper, printed on bourgeoise type, finely executed, and
in politics just what its name indicates. It was the first and only
Democratic paper ever published in the county. Mr. Cottom contiu-
ued the publication of the Democrat until November, 1859, when, find-
ing that the income of the office was not sufficient to pay expenses and
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liquidate the mortgage that he had put upon it, it was wound np, and

in its death the democracy lost a fuithful ally, aud their only organ.

Tnr Rocmester Ciry News, made ity first appearance about the
last of October. 1859, under the management of C. W. Blaisdell, who
was also proprietor. The News was a neutral paper, having no fixed
principles about anything, but striving to accommodate itself to all ;
and as a consequence meeting with very poor success. The News
survived only about one yerr. ’

Tue RocresteEr Ciry Post, made its dedut in .Olmsted County
society about the 1st of Novembér, 1859, in the city of Rechester,
under the control and proprietorship of Messrs. Blakeley and Bro,,
both of whom were practical printers and business men. The Post
was Republican in politics, and as the majority of the people in the
county were of the same political stripe, it could hardiy fail of success.
County patfonage, State patronage, and private patronage, flowed in
upon them, and the Post scon became one of the institutions of the city
and county, and so prosperous was the Lusiness that it still flour-
ishes, and is in the seventh year of its progression. After conducting
the paper for «ix years, Messrs. Blakeley sold their entire interest to
Messrs. Leonard and Booth, who materially enlarged it, and changed
it from folio to quarto form, with six columns to the page, making it &
forty-eight column paper as it is now published.

Tur Rocmester Repvsricax.—In the fall of 1860, when the
Rochester City News expired, the material was purchased by W. H
Mitchell & Co., and the Rochester Republican. a radical Republican
paper, emerged from the debris. This paper, though originally started
with old material, has kept on gaining ground till it stands equal with
any of the weekly newspapers in the State. Mr. Mitchell continued as
editor and proprietor of the paper until the fall of 1865, when he trans-
ferred it to Messrs. Shaver & Eaton, the present proprietors, by whom
it is conducted with ability and success. '

The Republican and Post have about an equal circulation, and will
‘both of them rank among first-class weekly newspapers either West or
East.



BEDUCATIONAL.

THE educational interests of Olmsted County, though they have not
received the attention that they should have done, have nevertheless
assumed a not unimportant position in the history of its growth and
prosperity. The munificent grant of lands to this State, to aid in the
maintenance of public schools, by the General Government, has
yielded a revenue that has raised a burden from the shoulders of many
a brave pioneer who has buffeted the strong waves of adversity, and
through toil and stern privation succeeded in establishing for them-
selves and their loved ones a home, at the same time to educate their
children, without drawing upon their hard-earned savings to pay the
teachers who were to guide their steps up the difficult paths of science.
There has not been as much interest exhibited in the more populous
districts in regard to the erection of suitable buildings for school pur-
poses, as in those more sparsely settled. There are in the county at
this time seventy-seven school-houses. Three of them are built of stone,
forty-nine are framed buildings, and twenty-five of logs. Most of them
are in neat and pleasant locations, and of sufficient capacity to accom-
modate the pupils that wish to attend. Some of them are capacious
and elegant for country school houses, and nearly all are furnished
with charts, maps and black-boards, and such other furniture as helps
in the culture of the mind, and prepares for the rich harvest of ideas
and expressed thought. '

The first school-house built in the County was in the town of Elmira,
near the village of Chatfield. This house was built in 1856, near the
residence of F'. A. Coftin.

In the summer of 1865, there were 101 public schools taught in the
county but in the winter of 18656 there were only 77, just the number
of school-houses, and nine private or select schools. The amount paid
to teachers out of the public Treasury in the year 1865 was between
$9,000 and $10,000. The number of male teachers was 32, with an
average wages of $26.42 per month; female teachers 111, with an
average wages of 14.68 per month. The average of wages paid the
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female teachers engaged in teaching the present summer (1866) is
$18. The amount of money paid hy the County Treasurer to the dif-
terent districts in the year 1865, was $9,429.73. The amount raised
by tax for the purpose of building school-houses, the same year, was
$4,778.82.

At the last town meeting, the citizens of Salem voted to levy a tax
of $1,750, for the purpose of erecting a building w be used both as
Town Hall and for public schocl. . Marion and Oronoco are likewise
taking measuves to establish a system of graded schoals, and to erect
suitable buildings for that purpose. The city of Kochester having
never expended any money in building cheap concerns for temporary
purposes, has wisely concluded that the time has come when they can
afford to erect such buildings as will be an ornament to the city, and
will accommodate all pupils for many years to come; and at the lasi
charter election the citizens voted to levy a tax of $25,000, to be used
in building school-houses. The plan is, to build two fine brick edifices
the present year, one in Iast Rochester and one in the Third Ward,
and in 1867 a large central building, which il probably be located in
the Sccond Ward. A system ot graded schools is to be established ;
and when these plans are carried into effcet Rochester will stand
second to no city in the State in point of educational facilities. Local
enterprise and energy will accormplish for Rochester what the location
of normal schools will do for some other towns, in the erection and
completion ot school buildings; and if the interest keeps pace with
the growth and prosperity of the city, facilities will soen be offered in
this city for obtaining an education that will not be excelled by any in
the West.

In October, 1865, the County Commigsioners, in accordance with
the provisions of law making it their duty to appoint a County Super-
intendent of Schools, appointed Sanford Niles, of Salem, to that posi-
tion. Mr. Niles immediately entered upon the discharge of the duties
of his office, and in November organized a Teachers’ Institute, the
first session of which was held in the Baptist Church in the city of
Rochester. The Institute was attended by the teachers in the county
to the number of forty-five, as well as many from abroad. Lectures
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and dizenssions occupied the evenings, in which not only teachers and
Superintendent tok part, but many of the leading citizens of the city,
and a feeling was awakened that the needs of the county in an educa-
tional point of view must be promptly attended to. Mr. Niles abund-
antly proved his eminent fitness for the position assigned him, and the
confidence expressed of his abilities by the Commissioners, while con-
ducting the exercises of the Instifute. The second or semi-annual
session of the Teachers’ Institute was held at Morton Hall, in the city
of Rochester, commencing on Monday, the 17th of April, 1866; and
the increased interest exhibited by the number of teachers present,
and the feeling manifested by the citizens, showed in an indisputable
manner that the seed sown was springing up to ripen into a generous
harvest. More thau one hundred names of teachers were enrolled at
its last session, which continned for two weeks with a continually
growing interest. The Teachers’ Institute may now be set down as
one of the established institutions of the county.

A short sketch of the Rochester Female Institute, furnished by Rev.
Sheldon Jackson, will be of interest to all:

THE ROCHESTER FEMALE INSTITUTE

Grew out of a recognized want on the part of parents in Southern
Minnesota for a school near at home, where their daughters could
receive the benefit of a thorough and finished education, without the
expense of a trip to Eastern Schools.

In the fall of 1864 the Institute commenced its sessions, in Dr.
Allen’s block, with seventeen young ladies. As the school became
known the attendance rapidly increased, until during the year the
number reached one hundred and fifty.

At the opening of the second term, the School was moved to the new
suite of rooms expressly built for its use in the Presbyterian Church.

In the summer of 1865, the fine residence and grounds of Mr. Moses,
adjoining the school-room, were secured, and are now occupied with
the Boarding and Music departments. But notwithstanding this
increase of accommodation, the school is still so straitened for room
that it is proposed during the next summer to enlarge the main build-
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ing to double its present capacity. During the past winter the Insti-
tution has become incorporated under the laws of the State, and is now
prepared to confer the degrees usual to such institutions, upon the
completion of a full and regular course of study.

Under the efficient management of Mrs. M. R. Andrews and Mrs.
M. M. Rice, the able principals,the Institute took at once the first rank
among the educational institutions of Rochester, and won an enviable
reputation throughout the State. And from the concurrent representa-
tions of all who have watched the progress of the school, it well
deserves this reputation.

The course of study includes the branches usually taught in first-
class institutions East; due attention being given to ornamental as
well as more solid acquirements. Under the direction of teachers
who combine in so great a cegree all the requisites for successful
female teachers, as Miss Downing (since gone to China as a missionary),
Miss Jennie Smith in the advanced department, and Miss Lillie Smith
in Musie, the pupil is taught to master and understand the branches
she studies, her moral and social being is cultivated and affectionately
watched over with parental fidelity and vigilance.

Indeed, the mode of instruction and management of the pupils—
thelr moral and social training—all unite to render this institution not
only worthy of the patronage of every parent who secks the highest
welfare of his daughters, but also a matter of just pride to our
citizens.

——— § P

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS.

For the short space of time since the country was organized, it is
somewhat interesting to note the progress and growth of the various
religious organizations that have been established in this county. The
Methodist was the first to find a foot-hold ; and from its itinerant cus-
toms is entirely the best adapted to pioneer life, and is perhaps the
hest adapted to meet the requirements of a new country, from the
particularly free and natural mode of worship. This organization
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probably numbers more members than any other in the West even.
The pastors of the different Churches have kindly furnished us with
sketches of the organization and progress of the different denominations
throughout the county, which we shall give our readers as they have
been given us :

SEKETCH OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ROCHESTER, MINK.

In the fall of 1858, the Rev. D. C. Lyon settied at Winona, and
during the following summer the Rev. Sheldon Jackson settled at La
Crescent, Houston county. These two ministers were the pioneers of
Old School Presbyterianism in Southern Minnesota,

In addition to preaching in the places where they resided, they
endeavored to visit and preach in all the neighboring places.

It was during such a missionary tour, made by the Rev. Sheldon
Jackson through the counties of Houston, Fillmore, Mower, Freeborn,
Steele, Dodge, Olmsted, and Winona, that Rochester was reached on
the 29th of January, 1861.

Finding a few who had formerly been counected with Presbyterian
Churches in other places, he agreed to remain and preach for them
on the following Sabbath. The services were held in the Court House.
On the 9th of February, Rev. J. C. Caldwell, Presbyterian Missionary
for Minnesota, visited the place, and preached on Sabbath. Learning
that the Rev. Mr. Jackson was expected to return that week, he re-
mained over. On the arrival of Mr. Jackson, they together canvassed
the place, and judged that the way was open for the organization of a
Presbyterian Church.

Accordingly, on Sabbath, 17th February, 1861, in Morton Hall,
they organized the First Presbyterian Church of Rochester, with four
merbers ; these being Mrs. John R. Cook, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
McBride, and Mr. John H. Hyatt. Two weeks later, Mrs. Elizabeth
Hyatt and Mr. and Mrs. George Miller were added to their numbér.
Mr. Miller was elected the first Ruling Elder. '

A few weeks after, the Church secured the services of the Rev.
Robert F. Taylor, whose memory is still fragrant among our older
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citizens. Owing to ill health, he was compelled to relinquish bis
charge after six months'labor.

At the breaking out of the rebellion, the Rev. George Ainslie was
driven from his field of labor among the Choctaw Indians, because of
his out-spoken loyalty to the Union. After various vicissitudes hé
reached Minnesota, seeking a field of labor. Receiving an invitation
from this Church, he commenced his labors here in January, 1862.
He entered upon his work with the enthusiasm begot by his missionary
training. Amid many discouragements, he pushed forward the work
with zeal. Seeking to reach all the destitute neighborhoods around,
he found the work so increased on his hands that he requested permis-
sion to resign the village charge, in order to give himself more entirély
to the missionary work. This not meeting the wishes of the church,
he asked that a call might be made outto the Rev. Sheldon Jackson to
become co-pastor with him, and take charge of the city work. Accord-
ingly, in March, 1864, a unanimous call was made out for the services
of Mr. Jackson ; which call was accepted. From this time the Church
entered upon an enlarged sphere of action.

Immediate steps were taken toward securing a church building.
Mr. Jackson was sent Iast to solicit funds from Eastern churches,
and returned in the fall with from $4,000 to $5,000.

In September, ground was broken for their building upon the corner
of Zumbro and Prospect streets; and by the 1st of December, under
the efficient superintendence of Mr. P. ¥. Lawshe, the church was so
far advanced towards completion, that the congregation commenced
worship in the basement. In the summer of 1885, the building (36 by
60 feet, with spire and stained glass windows) was finished, forming
one of the most tasteful and complete church edifices in the States
The cost of the church edifice was about $8,000. This same season a

1,500-pound bell was placed in the tower, and a commodious manse
built in the rear of the church.

The spiritual prosperity of this Church has kept pace with its
material prosperity; four prayer-meetings are maintained by its
members, The Sabbath School in two years has increased from
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twenty to one hundred and fifty; and the membership in five and a
half years from four to cne hundred.

In addition to regular services in the city, its pastors have supplied
from ten to fifteen country neighborhoods around, and its members
sustained from three to five Sabbath Schools during the summer.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAIL CHURCH.

~ “Calvary Parish” was organized on the 7th day of June, 1860,
under the direction of Rev. Charles Woodward, A. M., the present
pastor, then having missionary charge of an extensive circuit of which
Rochester was one of the principal stations. The following year a site
for a church edifice, comprising four lots, was secured on Zumbro
street, upon which. one year later, the corner stone of the future edifice
under the style of “Calvary Chapel,” was laid, with appropriate religi-
ous ceremonies, and an address by the Rector. A tin box deposited
beneath the corner stone contains, among other documents, various
migsionary and other journals, including copies of the Rochester City
Post and the Republican.

The building thus begun was gradually brought to its completion,
as the means of the parish would allow, and finally consecrated to the
service of God, the Divine Trinity, by the Right Rev. Henry Benjamin
Whipple, D. D., on the 28th day of January, 1866. It is a small but
neat and substantial brick edifice, capable of seating about one hun-
dred and fifty persons; and costing, with furniture, over $2,500, the
larger part of which was raised within the parish, much credit being
due to the ladies of the “Parish Aid Society,” for their untiring labors
in this behalf. The value of the whole church property, including the
ample and eligible site upon which the Chapel stands, may be esti-
mated at the present time at $4,000.

This parish, though small and feeble in its origin. and from time to
time weakened by the death or removal of some of its most active and
influential membefs, has had a steady and healthful growth. Since its
organization over one hundred persons have been admitted to member-

ship in the Church by holy baptism; and more than fifty have been
eonfirmed.
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THE METHODIST EPI{SCOPAL CHURCH.

For the following sketch of the M. E. Church in Olmsted County,

and in the city of Rochester, we are indebted to E. E. Payne, General
Agent of the American Bible Society :

In giving a brief history of the rise, progress and present condition
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Olmsted County, much difficulty
has been experienced in obtaining the requisite knowledge for such a
task, owing to the short time allowed; but such information as could
be obtained by inquiring ot the “oldest inhabitant” is here presented.

First ReLicrovs MEegrive Axp Sermox—It is believed that
Rev. Mr. Fredmore, a Methodist minister residing in Towa, preached
the first sermon in this county, on Sunday, June 4, 1854, in Kinney’s
Grove, one mile south-east of the now village of Marion, then called
the town of Finley.

Regular prayer and conference meetings were held from that time
until March 28, 1853, when the first Methodist class was formed
in this county, from which the organization of the M. E. Chuvch dates.
It consisted of ten members, namely: Nathan S. Phelps, Leader; Levi
M. Phelps, Exhorter; Phebe Phelps, Loretta Phelps, Eleazer C.
Phelps, Margaret E. Phelps, L. P. Phelps, Resin Phelps, James Rutan,
Mary Rutan.

Rev. Benj. Crist organized the class, being the first minister
sent by Conference to this portion of Minnesota, having been appointed
by the Wisconsin Conference in 1854 to the Brownsville Mission, com-
prising then nearly all Southern Minnesota. He arrived at Pleasant
Grove, Marion, &c., in this county, and preached occasionally during
the fall, and the winter of 1854—33.

Rev. David Brooks was appointed Presiding Elder by the same Con-
ference for Minnesota, hut his labors were confined mostly to the
river towns and further north, so that we do not hear of his labors here

First QuarrerLy MgeeriNe.—In September, 1855, Rev. Norris
Hobart, present pastor of the Church in Rochester, was appointed
Presiding Elder for the Winona District, and held the first quarterly

D
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meeting at Oronoco,on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 3d and 4th, 1855 .
at which he assisted on Saturday to clear and seat a room in the old
store building, and preached a short sermon to six persons, from Mat-
xviii. 11.  On the Sunday following about forty-five were present, and
a collection of $15.75 was taken up; the largest collection, for the
pumber of persons, he ever saw. The Rev. Nelson Moon had been
appointed to the Oronoco mission only a few weeks previous. Rev. D.
L. King, of Kalmar, and Rev. J. A. Wing, now of Marion, were present
at said meeting, and preached from time to time in various parts of
the country.

Rev. D. Cobb was the next Presiding Elder on this District, from
1857to 1861, when Rochester was attached to Red Wing District. Rev.
Silas Bolles succeeded Elder Cobb until the spring of 1865, when Rev.
N. Hobart was again employed to fill vacancy until Conference in
September, 1865, when Rev. Ezra Tucker was appointed Klder ou
the Red Wing District, and Rev. Joseph Peregrine on the Winona Dis-
triet, which includes the eastern portion of this county.

There are only three church edifices belonging to the Methodists in
the county, one at Marion, one at High Forest, and one at Rochester
now in process of completion.

From the 1st class of ten in 1855, the membership has increased in
eleven years to twenty-five classes numbering about six hundred mem-
bers. Pleasant Grove was among the first preaching places in the
county, first visited by Rev. B. Crist in 1854.

The first Methodist sermon preached in Rochester of which we can
obtain any account was by Rev. Nelson Moon, at the house of Mr,
Crabb, some time during the winter of 1855-6. Rev. Mr. Moon, then
on the Oronoco Mission, and Rev. S. A. Wing preached a_ few times
during the winter. September 14, 1856, Rev. Mr. Walker preached in
the Log School House in east Rochester, after which the first class
meeting was held. November, 1856, Rev. J. M. Rogers who succeeded
Rev. Mr. Moon on the Oronoco Mission, came to Rochester and
preached ; organizing the first class. February 14th and 15th, 1857,
the first quartelly meeting was held, and in the absence of Elder Ho-
bart, Rev. Mr. Rogers and Rev. Ezra Lathrop preached.
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The first class was composed of seven persons, viz: J. P. Emerick
and wife, L. Wynkoop and wife, D. F. Gasway and wife, and Mrs.
Mary Barncard, the first two and last of whom are now residing here.
The Rev. S. N. Forest was the first minister sent to Rochester in
September, 1857, who remained here until his death in April, 1859,
The Rev. G. A. Phoebus, Elijah Fate and others, supplied the desk
until October, when Rev. KEzra Tucker, our present Presiding
Elder was appointed to this charge and remained until succeeded by
Rev. G. W. T. Wright, in October, 1861; he also remained two years
and was followed by Mr. Chambers the two succeeding years until
September, 1865, when Elder Hobart our present pastor took charge
of the work under whose labors the church has been greatly blessed.

The several places of worship which have been occupied by this
¢hurch are as numerous as their ministers have been, viz: first a
private house, then the log school house, the Court House, LeSuer’s
Hall, Head’s Hall, Morton Hall, the old Ball Alley, the present parson-
age which was erected for a church, Smith’s Hall from the time it
was completed until November, 1865, when they commenced worship
in the basement of their new brick church.

In February, 1857, only 7 members, during the next seven months
their members were doubled. The succeeding eighteen months during
the services of Rev. Mr. Forest their members were trebled, and during
the month of April, 1859, through the indefatigable labors of Elder
Cobb, forty-five were added to the church, making some eighty mem
bers. We then find it at a stand still. Minutes of 1861, report the
same number including probationers. In September, 1862, we find
the number increasing to ninety-nine; in 1863 to one hundred and
eleven, during the succeeding two years under many discouraging
circumstances our next increase was thirty-nine, during the past six
months ninety-six have been added to the church, making our present
number including probationers two huncred and twenty-five.

The foundation of our church edifice was laid in the fall of 1864,
and during the season of 1865, was so far completed as to enable us to
oce upy it November 12, 1865. The building is 40x72, two stories,
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built of brick, and when completed will rank amou;r the first churches
of our State,

About six thousand three hundred and seventy-four dollars have

already been expended on the Church, and when finisked it will have
cost not less than §10,000.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,

The following sketch of the early history of the Congregational
Church in Rochester, is given us by Rev. Robert Welch, a Free Will
Baptist Minister, who was one of the pioneers of religion in this new
‘country. He says: |

I first came to Rochester about the middle of January, 1855, and
held meetings for six or eight sabbaths in the log dwelling house of
Mr. Head, which was also a tavern. The families then in the neigh-
borhood, with a number of persons who had come here to make claims
and put up shaunties, made up the first congregation in Rochester. Im
April of the same year, I moved my family here and preached to the
people in my own house till about the first of June, when Rev.
Reuben Reynolds came in and I resigned the congregation to him.

Meetings were next held in a log school house, standing some thirty
or forty rods south east of the College street bridge, which was used for
meetings and a school until sometime in the month of December, 1857,

when the basement of the Court House was substituted for both
purposes.

Mr. Reynolds, from the time he became a resident in June, 1855,
preached in the log school house until August, 1857. Mr. Thos. Tait,
a licensed preacher from Scotland, and Mr. E. O. Burnham, a licentiate
from the State of New York, occasionally aiding him. In the summer
of 1857, Mr. Reynolds, who was a regular Congregational minister in
Michigan, having adopted other than orthodox congregational senti-
ments, retired from the ministry. Until the close of the swmmer of
1857, no other religious services were held in the town than those men-
tioned. At this time however, Rev. E. Westcott from New York, came
and took charge of the Baptist interest, and Rev. S. N. Forrest organ-
ized a class of Methodists,
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Rev. E. Clark from Massachusetts, took charge of the Congreyational
interest about the first of September, 1857. A few weeks previous,
through the ageucy of Mr. Reynolds, an ecclesiastical society had been
formed called the “ First Congregational Church and Society of Roch-
ester.”” This church was founded upon a basis so liberal that Christi-
anity in all its forms could gain admission, and infidelity, unless it
choose to do so, need not remain outside.
 After Mr. Reynolds had ceased his labors as minister, an effort was
made to amend the creed of the church so as to have it conform to the
creeds of the orthodox Congregational Churches.  As success did not
attend the effort, after much discussion which continued from meeting
to meeting, during some months, it was resolved to organize a new
church. Accordingly on the 3d day of January, 1858, a church was
organized, to be called the “Congregational Church of Rochester.”
The Church was organized with four members of the former Church,
and eight others who had been members elsewhere, and who presented
letters from their respective churches certifying their standing.

The Church now numbers some eighty or ninety members, and isin
a flourishing condition. They have recently erected a fine brick edifice
for public worship, 40x60 feet in size, finished and furnished in good
style ; the whole at a cost of about $9,000.

BAPTIST CHURCH.

For the following record of the Baptist Church, we are indebted to
Rev. D. N. Mason: ‘

On the 17th day of June, 1857, six Baptist brethren, who had but
recently came from their old homes and churches in the east, assembled
at what was then:known as the log school house, and there resolved to
organize themselves into a Baptist Church. From that time regular
meetings were held, but the organization was not perfected until the
22d of August the same year, at which time a meeting was held in the
log school house and seventeen persons gave in their letters of dismis-
sion and recommendation from their respective churches, to constitute
the first Baptist Church of Rochester. The Church, on the day their
ofganiz_ation was completed, elected a pastor, the Rev. E. Westcott,



54 HISTORY OF OLMSTED COUNTY.

who had but a few days previous came from New York. His salary
was fixed at $600 per annum, one half to be paid by the Church and
the other half by the Baptist Home Missionary Society. At the same
meeting the Church appointed their Pastor and several brethren to
represent the body at the annual meeting of an association of Baptist
Churches, known as The Southern Minnesota Baptist Association, to
‘be convened at Richland on the 26th and 27th of August. At this
meeting the First Baptist Church of Rochester was duly recognized
and admitted & member of the Association.

The Church had already taken steps to secure a commodious room,
Ain which to hold religious services, which resulted in the engagement
of a room on Main street, known as Morton Hall, which was opened
for public worship on the last Sunday of August, 1857.

The stated services of the Church from the time of its organization
have varied little from the following: Preaching each Sunday, morn-
ing and evening; Sabbath School intervening ; Prayer meeting on
"W_ednesda.y evening ; Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of each altern-
ate month ; Church meeting on the Saturday before the first Sunday
of every month.

On the 27th of February, 1858, a resolution to build a house of
worship was passed, and the location for the same was decided upon,
At this time, the church numbered but thirty-eight members, and
many of them were subject to the distracting inconveniences incident
to beginning anew in a new country. Many of them uncertain whether
Rochester would be to them more than a temporaryresting place. None
knew, of course, what would be the success of the newly started town.
Nevertheless, they undertook to build a house for the worship of God,
and on the 30th of October, of the same year, they held their first reli-
gious service in their new church. The house is situated on Zumbro
street near to the river; is 30x40 feet, and cost originally $1050. At
the completion of the church a balance of $400 remained to be provid-
ed for, the interest on which, together with a sum since expended for
blinds, painting and graining, papering and carpeting, makes the
whole cost of the house in its present neatly finished state more than
$1500. The house is free from incumbrance.
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A Sabbath school was organized soon after the church was consti-
tuted, and soon numbered one hundred members including teachers
and officers. The school has been in progress from the first, winter
and summer. Several times the library ot the school has been
exchanged or given to feebler schools and replaced by new. There are
about one hundred and twenty members in the school at present;
three hundred volumes, nearly new, in the library; one hundred sab-
bath school papers are distributed gratis every month.

The first addition to the church by baptism, was on the 7th of Feb-
ruary, 1858, = The church has been blessed with four revival seasons.
The first was in the winter of 1859, under the labors of Rev. E. West-
cott, the Pastor, in which ten were added to the church by baptism.
The second occurred in the winter of 1861, under the labors of the
present pastor, Rev. D. N. Mason, assisted by Rev. A. P. Graves, then
pastor at Lake City, during which twenty-six members were added to
the church; 18 by baptism.

The third was in the spring of ’63, the pastor, assisted during extra
meetings by Rev. G. W. Fuller, then pastor at Chatfield ; nine were
added to the church, seven by baptism. The fourth revival occurred
in the winter of ’66, the pastor assisted by Rev. B. Wharton of Waba-
sha; 52 members were added to the church, 35 by baptism.

Additions by baptism have been made to the church every year
since its organization, except one, as follows: 1858, 3 were baptized ;
1859, 12,—1860, 11861, 20,—1862, 0,—1863, 9,—1864, 1,—1856, 2,
1866, 35. Total of baptism since the organization, 83. The whole
number of members connected with the church since its organization,
i3 221. Number of deceased, 16 ; present membership, 132.

The church has made stated contributions to benevolent objects, but
the sum of such offering cannot be definitely stated.

Rev. E. Westcott, whose pastorate began with the history of the
church, served the church in his office three years, his pastorate ter-
minating July 30, 1860. From this date to November 4th, of the same
year, the church was without a pastor and had no regular preaching ;
however, their sabbath school, prayer meetings and church meetings
were steadily continued. In November, the present pastor, then not
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ordained, was engaged to preach for the church six months. At the
expiration of this term, the church called Mr. Mason to ordination,
which being advised by a council of church convened at Rochester,
May 4th, 1861, took place May 5. After ordination, the church cuiled
Mr. Mason to the Pastorate, which office he still holds.

UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY.

In the spring of 1860, Rev. I. M. Westfall came to Rochester and
preached the first Universalist sermon ever delivered in this place. An
informal organization of Universalism was effected soon after Mr.
Westfall's removal here, the society consisting of about forty mem-
bers. Meetings were held in Compton’s Hall, (now Porter House)
every alternate Sabbath; the pastor preaching at Mantorville, Cascade,
Spring Valley, and other places on the intervening Sabbaths.

Services in the city were well attended and the cause prospered equal
to the hopes of its most ardent friends. But the war coming on and a
large number of the young men of the society and congregation, enlist-
ing into the service, interest and courage in the movement began to
decline, and in the fall of 1863, Mr. Westfall removed from the place
and meetings were entirely suspended.

In January 1866, another effort was made to establish Universalism
in Rochester. A two days mecting was appointed to be held on the
23d and 24th days of that month. A heavy snow storm which had
prevailed a short time previous to the day appointed for the meeting,
had filled the roads with snow drifts, rendering travel next to impossi-
ble. Rev. 8. Wakefield, then of Elkader, Iowa, was present at the
méeting, who, with Rev. S. W. Eaton, resident at Rochester, was
the only clergyman in attendance.

The congregations were not large, but an interest was elicited which
culininated in the organization of a Universalist Soéiety ea,rly in the
March following. The society organized with nearly thirty members,
which number was increased shortly after to over fifty. Mr. Wakefield
was the unanimous choice of the Society as pastor, and he removed to
Rochester directly afterwards and entered upon the discharge of his
pastoral duties. The Society rented the upper roomin the Court House
building, where services are held every Sabbath, morning and evening
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A Sabbhath School was very soon organized, numbering some thirty
scholars, since which several more have been added. The school is
provided with a small, though well selected library, together with a col-
lection of service andjclass books, all recently purchased at the Univer-
salist New England Publishing House, Boston, Mass.

The Society has purchased grounds nearly opposite the Congrega-
tional Church upon which to erecta church. Sufficient funds have been
secured and arrangements made for the building of a church edifice
the present season.

There are many believers in the doctrine of Universal salvation,
resident in the county. Meetings have been held in Pleasant Grove,
Quiney, Viola, New Haven, Cascade, Haverhill, Farmington and
perhaps other towns by different Uuniversalist clergymen, which were

uniformly well attended and characterized by candid and respectful
attention:

“THE FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY” OF ROCHESTER.

I'roM the early settlement of the town, there has been a liberal reli-
gious element in the community. A few years ago an attempt was
made to gather the persons representing this element into a worshipping
congregation. They denominated themselves ¢ The Friends of Pro-
gress,” and under this name keptup regular Sunday meetings, for
between one and two years, during which time Judge Reynolds, formerly
an orthodox clergyman, was the minister. In the winter of 1865-6,
another attempt was made to bring the liberal element together, which
resulted in the organization of “ The First Unitarian Society.”” The
organization consists of from sixy to seventy members, and a congre-
gation of about one hundred and fifty persons. The present minister
is J. F. Walker. The Society holds its meetings in Morton Hall.
Lots are purchased for the erection of a church building, which will
probably be erected another year.

BRIEF SEKETCH OF OLMSTED COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY.

Tae Olmsted Co. Bible Society was organized September 16, 1853,
in the house of Robert Welch, in Rochester, by Rev. Geo. Beut,
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Agent of the American Bible Society for Minnesota. Robert Welch
was elected the first President, and Reuben Reynolds, Treasurer.

Its first annual meeting was held in the log school house in East
Rochester, on Sunday, October 26, 1856, by E. E. Payne, agent.
Robert Welch was re-elected President, and J. V. Daniels, Treasurer.
The first Treasurer’s report stated, that there was $2.00 in cash at the
commencement of the year, and five bibles and four testaments valued
at $2.10. - .

- The last annual meeting was held in the M. E. Church, at Rochester
on Sunday evening, March, 18, 1866, when Rev. Wm. R. Stevens was
elected President, F. W. Andrews, Vice President, BE. W. Crocker,
Secretary, and J. S, Woodard, Treasurer, when the Treasurer’s report
showed cash on hand at the commencement of the year $70,91;
received as donations, $82,74; for bibles and testaments sold, $64,80,
making cash on hand received, $218,45 ; books in depository, $233,92,
-near]y all of which has been accomplished in Rochester ; and addition
to which there is at Chatfield a Bible Society, supplying the towns of
Elmira, Orion; one at Pine Island, which has supplied portions of the
towns of New Haven and Oronoco. There is now a Quiney Bible
Society, one at High Forest, one in the town of Kalmar, and another
at Marion. E. E. Payne, former agent of the American Bible Society,
for Minnésota,, is now acting for Olmsted County, and expects to hold
bible meetings and organize branch Bible Societies in the several towns
with a Local Agent in each School District. Already as the result of
three days labor the Kalmar Bible Society has contributed $65.00 to

the cause, and other neighborhoods are doing according to- circum-
stances.
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ATARY RECORD.

Few if any counties in the West or in the Fast, have responded more
promptly to the call of the National Executive for help to crush the gi-
gantic rebellion that has been, for the past four years, rocking the nation
at its base, and threatening destruetion to a Repnblican Government,
than has Olmsted County. With a population, in 1860, of only abous
ten thousand, she has sent into the field twelve hundred and fifty fighting
men, besides the cormorants that look for places where they can make
money and keep out of harm’s way.  Of these, we are glad that we can
gay Olmsted County has furnished but few, while the fighting material.
has returned with honor, and names written among the herozs of the
earth, or have laid down their lives for their country, which by them was
prized above all things else of earth.

8o sleep the brave, who sink to rest,

Upon their country’s generous breast,
By all who love their country, blessed.

The names of the Olmsted County heroes, as recorded in the Adju
tant General’s Office, we give in the following pages. We had intended
to give an entire history of theirservices, ard their rank at the time of
entering and leaving the service, but the records do not show this, and
it would be a work of much time to procure them. In the following
list, persons are credited to the town where they enlisted, without refer-

ence to where they lived, just as they are recorded in the Adjutaus
General’s Office at St. Paul :

CASCADE.

Bradley, David W,
Bixler, George P
Chambers, Justice B
Crabb, Flavius J
Crabb, Burroughs
Cutting, Curtes L
Elders, Rierzi L

Freeman, Samuel D -

Fluigge, Edward
French, David G
Hunter, Chas, D
Hyler, George W
Lange, Frederick W

McCarty, Warten
McNeil Philetus W
Maher Michael
Palmer Ambrose
Parrish, J D
Pitcher, Asabel,
Sherman Stephen
Tyler, Deunis H
Vroman, Barney D
Westover, Job
Waterman, Geo B
Zirn, Louis
Cadwell, Alexis

Jilsen, David
Boardman, Geo A
Burge, Maneil
Conklin, Sylvester
Sawtell, James R
Wilse, Stephen B
Lang, George E
Knudson, Olich,
Kennedy, Cyrus
Chafer, Almiron
Russell, Greenville
Burch, Wm H
Baxter, Francis W
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CASCADE, Concluded.

Hurd, Charles R
Penfield, Vernon
Leusan, Fred W

Allen, Josephus
Bright, Americus
Chriestie, Wm &
Christie, Thos. G
Evans, Wm H
Evans, John J
Farrell, Sam’l N
Felt, Mareus B
Higley, J M
Higley, Francis
Howe, BB
Harding, Harry A
Johason, Joseph
Kinber, Wm H

Ketchum, Cornelius B

‘Merton, Henry,
Smith, Wm O
Sheeks, ¥ranklin
8hepard, Amos

Atkinson. Wm R
Bolen. Alexis H
Blackman, Zeno
Bolen, Aibert
Blodget, Wm
Casge, Zehiel L
Chamberiain, Moses
Embry, Newton
Elphee, Caleb
Elphee, Caleb jr.
Foster, Samuel
Fross, Albert L.
Hayden, lloratio M
Jennings, Alfred

Bartow, Geerge O
Buch, Albery O
Brown, Wuy H
Dicter, Co!lander
Greenslee, John
Greenslee, Wm

Todd, Haville

Wrought, Sylvester
Hanson, Joseph

DOVER.

Small, Henry L
Tollman, David
Thompson Wm R
Vonamburg, Abram
Lincoln, Chas E
Burgess, Samuel W
Morgan Jesepa R

Williamson, Luther G

Burgess, Osmond
Clark, Josephus
Kimber, Anson V
Smith, James S
Christie, Thos D
Baney, James
Churich, Jehn
Cline, Cullen E
Doheney. Walter
Gillaspie, James M.

ELMIRA.

Huntley, J D
Hopkins, J I

Ide Fiancis B
Jenmings, Arthur
Mann, Adam
McEldarz, Jorathan
McEldarg, Jonathan
McEldarg Daniel 8
Morrison, John
Hemirs, Peter
Olehouse, Nicholas B
Potter, Ray S

Scott, Newton

EYOTA.

George, F
Hance, Daniel P
Hodges, James L
Lansing G
Mitchell, Jos R
Prosser, James

Price, James K
Diddle, Marion L

Huter, Fidell

Sink, Wm

Pmiz, Frank,
Smith, James L
Spilittstaser, August
Ward, Norman
Bird, Charles
Smith, John W
Eagan, James J
Miller, Shristopher
W eaver, Philip
Weaver, John
Doekin, Nels
Newell, Amos
Richards, Russell
Bird, Chas

Berry, Joseph
Frakes, Nathan

Smith, Clark W
Strange, Frederick J
Stewart, Lucian
Strachan, Joseph
Rogue, Nathan L -
Kime, Benj F
Farrington Benj
Erickson, Peter
Kellen, Louis
Wards, Chandler -
Dunham, Abel
Dunham, Abnper
Gundlock, John
Roberts, Willian

Smalley, Hehry

 Smith, Edgar

Stevens, Philander

~ Tuttle, George

Resonette, Louis
Corrison, James



House, John
Hathaway M

Lee, Palmer
Truman, H O
Walters, J F
Wheeler, Mark D
Atherton, Austin M
Graham, Wiltiams
House, George M
Bland, Robert
Crotfoot, Warren
Buck, Charles A
Sheehan, Richard

Bulen, Alpheus W
Bash, John B
Burton, Thos L
Cra:mer, Douglas
Casey, Edward
Dodge, James N
Dodge, Henry W
Davis, Hiram H
Hewe, John O
Hall, Aifred
Hadley, Varnum
Johnson, Andrew
Lamberton, John
Lurey, Richard
lanpe, Irvin M
Lane, Eugene
Mantel, Valentine
Marsh. Eli

Bulin, Morgan L
Crockett, Geo F
Deiter, Jacop
Dewitt, Geo
Delancv, Wm
Fiteh, John M
Fertile, Wm A
Hortcn, Thos E B
Hueston, John
Ingalls, Herbertson
Johnson, Richarxd M
Lefevre, Wm
Marlett, Jas H
Morrow, Andrew J
Peck, Henry
Peckbam, M L
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EYOTA, Concluded.

Olden, Edwin
Burt, John ¥

Burt Wm H
Gilbert, Francis D
Scott, Edward
Clemens, Jabez B
Olsen, Ever
Rollins, James
Targerson, Targer} -
Chapman, Orange B.
Oline, Jacob
Jones, Wilson

FARMINGTON.

McArthur, Dauiel
Moody, Robert
Prior Benj L
Pugh, Ezra L
Peuhallow, Parks
Robinson, Edward
Talbot, Benjamin
Webster, Daniel
Walker, Peter M
Warner, ¥ W
Cummings, George
Richmond, A J
Hall, Ecles
Miller, Abrabam
Scott, Francis M
Cooney, Martin
Gibson, George

HAVERHILL.

Laville, Geo
Simonds, John P
Spencer, Daniel
Spaulsburyg, Jonag
Smith, Martin
Smith, Hezekiah
Smith, John Van
Whipple, Oliver
Wood, Ashley W
Woodrutf, GGeo B
Bulin, Frank
Fofarre, Louis 4
Harrington, Inman
Hymes, Jacob H
Fertile, WWm A

Plank, Josephus
Kmery, James
Ingalls, Edgar J
Matusrek, Andrew
Sanborn, Elias
Wattles, Jessee
Langworthy, Henry M
Batzla, Christopher
Hodges, Tames L
Buck, George S
Herst, Jonn K
Osborn, Byron
Bosse, Frederick

Striker, George W
Smith, John J
Alker, Samuel T
Kelley, Barnaed
Johnson A T
Sherman. Cassius M
Sidmore, Thomas F
Ely, Phivam
Haines, David
Olin, James
Moore, Manly O
Hadley, Simon
Warner, Harvey G
Vhite, William'Ls
Fisher, Albert
Miller, James B
Hotz, Henry

Marlett, Ira A
Starmer, Robert |
Madisen, James
Conklin, Eleazer
Lampert, George
Weitz, Ferdinand
Barker, Morris C
Clow, Maleomb
Hayes, Daniel
Minv.l, Bennets
YVanlorn, Lawrence
Coon, Henry
Brown, B¥ H
Stone, Nathan
Strong, Chas
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Bradley. James
Brayn, Charles
Brown, John
Comstock, Ellis B.
Crumb, Saml
Crumb, Milo
Craig, Christopher
Gordy, Minor W
Gaskell, sohn W
Hoag, Reuben
Hartshorn, Joshua
Hartchorn, Jesse
Honeywell, Perrv
Hutchine, David
-lohnson, John
Johnson, Chas
Brooks, Edwin
McKeuny, Sylv. S
Borden, James C
Fah, William
Gardner, Stepben
Nixon, Thomas
Smith, Thomas
Crewell, Alfred
Wade, Robert B

Bretsford, Isase W
Blair, James A
Battles, James L
Bird, Chas

Bitner, Robert C
Bently, David C
Bursaw, Hm
Besondy, Chas
#*hilsen, Geo
~Caprez, John
Chilson, Saml
Christman, Adam L
Chilson, Daniel
Gove, Horace H
Gilbert, Samuel
Green, Martin
Harnngton, Jerome
Hart, Nelson

King John H

Middleton, Joseph A

McDowell, Benj
Merritt, Alpheus
“Lelford, Robert

HIGH FOREST.

Kratzer, Walter L
Lowell, John
Moses Le #is
McBath, Robert
Mange, August
Miller, James O
Powers, 1srael P
Ruch, Henry
Bdssell, Jokn H
Russell, Geo W
Rolfe, Henry E
Robinson, John
Rich, Eli
Stewart, Hiram A
Toogood, Dwight
Tattersall, Wm K
Abbott, J I
Chafey, Wm
Waiker, John W
Winters, Peter
Bren, John
Haath, Chas E
Harvey, Lewis B
Horton, Lucius
Shafer, Oliver P

KALMAR,
Minden, John
Nickeon, Chas H
Payne, Chas W
Pett, Ropert
Page, J 5
Russell, Thomas
Rice, Benj

Remick, Franklin

Ruch, Wm v
Staats, Michael H
Simonten, Robert

Thompson, Stephen R

Tracy, Amos 8
Jummings, John
Grover, Alvin W
Grover, Abrabhain
Grover, Isaac
Fervy, Robert J
Chilson, Survetus W
Smal., John F
Gerdman, Stephen O
Hadley, Amos

Wooldridge, John B
Wood, Menzo
Western, Stephen O
Hartshorn, Caleb
Ruch, Michael
Stickels, Joreph
Rue, Henry N

Rue, Wm H

Ruck, Edward D
Douglass, Andrew P
Douglnss, Henry L
Lake, Gideon C
Miller, Lorenzo J
Mattocks, Geo W
Rumwater, Ira H
Young, Henry
Woodrutt. Geo B
Farrell, Garrect
Cutting, Chester L
Degraff, Oscar
Davie, Saml
Hemmingway, J C

Prescott," Amasa A

Cunningham, Jeft
Blunt, James

Katzler, Wm K
Nye, lieuben
Chenney, Nathan C
FEllison, John B
Lowry, Geo W
Whiteomb, Ira S
‘Whitcomb, Francis,
Rice, Wmn.
Andrews, Norman B
Ellison, John B
Hair, James N
Hansen Erick
Kent, Abraham
Vandensalaer, A w
Whipple, Ira
Randar, Jacob
Grover, Isaac w
Gordon, Jonathan
Grover, Alvin w
Hopper, James
Johnson, Isasc
AlcAllister, ArcLibzalid
Ward, Marquis



Bucher Gillet
Chase Wm H
Cassidy John
Corpe Edwin J
Colton David H
Deeter Martin V
Fenlin Lewis C
Hill Aaron
Howard Henry H
Howard John A
Kester Joseph
Light Oliver P
TLee Palmer
Myres Wm
McGill John L
Newell Sydney
Porter James
Perrvy James
Phelps Sylvester N
Sypeels John K
Scripture Lawrence
Stevenson Charles
Smith George C

Amos, Emanuel
-‘Bateman, Frank
Bateman, Ira
Classon, Isaac W
Cowdin, Emery G
Eastman, Sewill
Evans, Robert R
Hamlin, P
Hitcheock, Marshall
Hamlin, Jacob L

MILITARY RECORD.

MARION.

Thomas George W
Brown John J
Brown M R
Crane Wells
Dureya Garrett
Fox John
Hagers Robert
Kinney James
O’Rowrke Henry
Porter Charles E
Skeals Warren
Tubbe Frank

- Colton David H

Kester Joseph -
Perrv Charles,
Porter James R
Skeels John E
Chase W H H
McAllister Arthur
Nanerth John
Barrows Agustus
McClaive John F
West Levi C

NEW HAVEN.

Page, George W
Prosser, Alonze D
Patten, James C
Speed, Wm. J
Speed, Eliphaiet B
White, Cornelius
White, Libius
White, John
Baucom, Orrin
Farnham, A

Kirkpatrick, Chancey RFarnham, James E

Kellogg. George
Kirr, John

Lane, Chas.

Legher, Garrett A
Lesher, Amnos
Langworthy, Benj.
Miller, Salem
McManus. Lafayette
Miller, Theodore
Mills, Seth-

Upton, Charles
White, John L
Basaet, Cassius M
Gould, Charles
Hunter, George W
Hewitt, Albert K
Knapp, Jesse
Lesher, Garrett A
P:odger, ¥rederic

Belervine John
Baker Lewis
Bradt Peter A
Curtis Oliver
Dickson Dallas
Shelton Leonard
Smith Wm

True Lewis F
Chase George
Fitch Peter
Graling John N
Ingalls Bela H
Mensink Garret
Parker Jobn H
Ruxford Vincent
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Richardson Copeland

Bonkan Amos C
Howard Silas
Lee Peter
Maynard Johnson
Rosia L G
Truman Clinton

Smith, James C
Smith Wm G
Salley, Danville
Pithey, Wm
MecDill, John H
Oleson, Gens
Peck, Jason
Emerick, Wm
Lourey, Melvin
Phillips, Ralph
Pool, Joha S
Palmer, John N
Salley, Joel
Patten, Ozro T
Garland, Wia II
Gould, Carles
Shay, Fratk
Brooks, Israel
Emerick, Rosswell L
Knapp, Hiram A
Pacard, Henry C
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Barnes, Sam’l P
Brown Henry C
Case, Norman B
Case Heman G
Dennv Baruch
Edwards, Geo W
Xdwards, Chas W
English, Joseph
Iarrmwton Benj

Iarrmgton, John W

Yarrell, Geo G

Atkinson, George
Buley, Manmnv
Clay, Mark W
Cutshall, Jacob E
Duran‘d. Wm
Everson, Samuel S
Furman, Samuel
Furman, Jediah

Festerman, Daniel

Herrick, L. L

Hanson, Leander J -

Hubbs, Clarkes L
Johnson, Alex’r M
Kellagg, Augustus
Keelar, Geo s
Keelar, Ozias D
Kirkhan, J Philo
Oakins, John
Robsun, Francis
Stebbing,  Wm A
Turnley, Chas H

Avery, Silas -
Andrus, Freeman
Andrus, Isaac
Barrows, Eli B
Baleomb, J O

- Burgan, Wm P

Burlingame, Lonis J

Bagley, Murray
Clark, Ziba B
Clark, Samuel M
Crego, DH -
Collins, Win H

ORION.

Hill, Lafayette
Harriz, Thomas
Hazleton, Aden K
Loveiace, Wm Delay
McAllister, Arthur
North, Eben

Russell, Frederick H
Rinderwichy, Henry
Sehermerhorn Putnam
Swain, James R
Savage, David

ORONOGCO.

Webster, Henry
Waldron, Francis W
Allen,"D W

Clark, John B
Cregg, A

Carly, Wm
Campbell, George
Dean, Warren H
Ellithoip, A
Hewitt, Ira B
Pieree, Wm M
Stoddard, E Q
Stoddard, J O
Stebbins, W A
Stocking, B F
Steveng, W A
Durand, Wm
Herriek, i ewis L
Harmen, Leander G
Webster, Henry W
Waldron, Francis M

Simmons, Andrew
Updegraff, John
Russell, Stephen
Barnes, Samuel P
Ersley, Cyrus
Niles, Horace S
Rucker, Thaddeus
Sinclair, Amasa
Frazier, Nelson C
Fernham, Henry
Ecker, Christopher

Zirn, Louis

Gral« Alexander
Chase, Andrew J M
Kirkham James P
Kirkham, Joshua '
Lawyer, Alfred G
Oweu, Hiram U
nobinson, Wm 8
Sheldon, Fletcher A
Wilcox Hiram B
Emery, C C

Frank, John A
Moulton, I
Ferguson, Anson A
Prettyman, Geo
Thompson, Peter M
Clark, Alfred

Ellet, Perryg
Furman, Jediah,
Terry, Geo.
Rutlidge Aaron

PLEASANT GROVE.

Page, Harmon A
Rucker, Albert H
Reeves, John D
Ratelift, Richard R
Sandborn, G ¥
Cole, Silas
Duncan, Mathew J
Eatou.J S
foverst, I N
Gasper, Jacob C
Gear, Klisha F
Higby, Tireron 8

Humes, James J
Humes, Wm B
Kennedy, A
Maddox, Richard
Mill, Wm H
Hutting, John
Parker, H E
Parks, Moses P
Parks. John W
Smith, Daniel
Towle, John M
Tait, Joseph



West, Frankhin A
Wagner, Charles C
Webster, Martin
Newton, M J
Russell, Chas W
Bolewine, Henry
Reeves, J P
Adamson, Wesley
Britendell, Taylor
Everts. Edward
McNelly, Patrick
Steel, Wm
Kenndy, Augustine
Webster, Martin
Burlingame, Jobn L
Clark, Lemuel O
Tait, Andrew

Burgess G N
Burgess G W
Bone Gilbert H
Black Reuben
Banman John B
Cooper John B
Curtis Benj F
Irvan Jobhn J

Jay B A

Dietrich Chas
Daniels Arthur K
Evans J H
Foster Chas J
Gray George
Holland Alonzo
Kitchell P. Albert
Kerper Nicholas
Lincoln Joseph
Lincoln CE
Kixter H K
Kason Wm E
Kisley George
Small John
Stevenson John B
Stallcopp Levi
Smith Wm
Tenny Sam’l S
Truesdall A J
Tenny Geo W
Lavan Geo W
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PLEASANT GROVE, Concluded.

Grasper, Jacob
Nutting, John W
North, Eben
Reeves, John V
Tait, Joseph
Wagoner, Uhas F
Dieter, Martin
West, Frank A
Thomas, John
Todd, Edward
Grasper, Reuben
Griffin, Michael
Hartney, Simon
Hueston, Wm
Grieason, Geo W
Wood, Hiram M
Thomas, WG W

QUINCEY.
Williams Julius B
Weagant Wm H
Wood James M
Dietrich Paul
Ketchum Arthur J
Allen David*
Ames Dolphus
Clartk P F
Faltes Charles .
Lambert Henry R
Hehsel Peter H
Sigdon James T
Thompson Benjamin
Wright John C
Clark Wm S
Stallcop Levi
Cooper James
Stevenson John
Bell Hiram
Blodget Milo
Calkin John T
Crittenden Newell
Flavel Jabez W
Hemmelberg W
Hordd Arnold
Keen Geo H
Laws Samuel
Simoncon Seaver
Wilson Wm

E

Bagley Henry,
Barnard, David
Lombnard, Newton
Stowell, Sylvester E
Orink, John
Bingham, John G
Eavans, John D
Mills, Chas P

‘Mathews, Chas M

Pixley, Ariel
Pixley, fieorge W

~ Sheldon, Hudson B.

Bagley, Harvey
Wagner, Wm
Black, Alexander
Duncan, Samuel
Jackson, James

Stevens George W
Ross John N
Barnes Jonathan
Libby Wm Z
Schaffer Jacob
Utter Chas S
Whitney C H
Austin Geo
Bennett J G
Churchill Eben
Thomas Lewis
Raffardy John
Gurkee Edwin
Grinsted Joseph H
Kenunedy Thos E
Rolf Chas H
Truesdell Chas B
Hamilton Geo H
Smith Levi ,
Woodruff Francis M
Stansbury Chas H
Bartren James
Kenzkeimer Chas
Kirgan Robin L
North M A

Frich Abram
Larch Martin

Mills Thomas
King Jas M

Lerey Wood
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Brown W

Bliss Timothy H
Brittain Thos
Barncard Geo H
Betts Peter B
Bailey Robt &
Barncard Jacob
Brown Thos R
Brooks Orrin B
Baxter Wm 8
Black W

Blakely Cyrene H
Bamber Archie
Brooks Wm

Bash David
Brooks Ariel H
Baker Geo A
Chase Albert S
Chrisman Lawrence
Carey Michael
Copypinger Thos
Cowles Galmon Z
Cowles Torris Z
Cooper E D
Cooloy Henry D
Cross B W
Cummings Geo W
‘Chaso h(ﬂse A
Daniels “\Imhael J
Durand Chas
Devery Stephen
Danieis Don A
Enochk Absalom M
Elliott James
Elliott Archibald
Falls James
Godewoth Otto
Greissinger S
Gibson 5&111’1
Gifford Andrew J
‘Hoag Richard A
Hyatt Amos
Heller Francis J
Hinnman Justice R
Hotchkiss Fred N
Hunter Thomas -

ROCHESTER.

Howland A J
Hubbard Isaac
Halmson Ole
Horton Samuel

- Hutchins Marion

Hutching George
Hall Addison
Ireland Mortimer H
Ivish Galusha
Ireland Chas I
Jones Wm M
Jones Owin W
Jones Henry R
Jacobs Henry
Kidd Lawrence
Williamson Robt
Thayer Solon C
Brown George
Branwan John
Carter Amos C
Durland John
Hovey Alonzo
Parmerlee W H
Story Zachus
Malmson Mathew
Morcy Chauncey
Walter John
Adams Wm L
Barcard Geo
Bullard Samuel
Duncan John

- Doramug John

Edwards Huntington
Guttormson Gull
Hewitt Chas
Huggins John P
Iveerson Li
McGollg George
Phipps Francis E
Thoreson James
Wrangham Wm B
Boyd John F
Harvey A H

Hall Leslie
Kingston Wm D
McKay Hugh

Rearden Timothy W
Stevens August
Vaught Henry H
Wolfe George
Wolfe Adam

Cook Fayette
Eaton Horace G
Fogarty Patrick
Stocking Frank
Whitcomh Valentine©®
Buskins James H
Chambers Hamlin
Dee Wm

Shay Martin-
Stevens Wm A
Agyers Chas G
Beatty Daniel
Card Levi A
Haines Hiram
Ives Stephen
Lyous Edw'd M
Peck Henry
Pollock Robert
Schwab Cyrus
Howe Wm L
Hadley Lafayette
Wallingford John N
MCGIQ} Alex
Gates Thomas
Nicholas Horace &
Fabrick Lewis N
Kelley Lewis H
Loy Owen
Lovecjoy Geo W
Loder John W
Laflesh Henry
Loy John
MecMillan Alex”
Meyette Joseph C
McMillen A J
Mosher Walker
Mott Samuel
Miller Samuel A
Markham Wm
Markhrm Daniel
Miller Lewis H



McMinds Wm W
Olds Thos B
Orcutt Chas L
Reynolds H
Reicharts Wm K
Reyuolds Jas G
Reynolds Jas
Seamans Randolph
Seamans S A
Sayer Horace B
Stearns Ozra P
Sherman Geo
Smith Robt J
Sage H S

Shaw Alexander
Stevenson John
Sayer Henry
Shepley Richard
Sherman Albert C
Steel Mathew
Sloan Elijah’
Spring Thomasg
Smith Geo W
Taylor Samuel
Terrill I M
Willett C Preston
Westman John
Walden Ira G
Wright Thos C
Wagoner Joseph H
Williams Joseph H
Williams John
Williams Wm
Williams Talesian
Bennett Chas A
Clow John E
Clark Henr
Cronkhite Edgar
Gaffer Wm
Metcalf Samuel S
McGowan Wm
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Maginnis C Ambrose

Meyers Chas
Sherman G W
Turgeson Andrew
VanDooser J F
Wynkoop Wm

Fountain Frederick

Sylvester Bedal
Frost John
Wilson Dan’l M
Smith Adam
Richardson John
Luce Wm
Jenkins Chas E
Hawkins J F M
Hawkins Geo W

Duncason Leander J

Cronkhite Edgar
Clemons Henry M
Minson Nelson D
Austin Wm H
Orcutt Bdw'd H
Gifford A J.
Ireland Chas F
Kidd Lawrence
Jones Henry R
Brooks Orrion B
Bailey Robert E
Cooley Henry D
Elliot James
Finch David G
Jones Orion W
Lange Chas J
Peckham Martin L
Smith Martin L
Finch Solomon B
Hutchins Geo
Jacobs Henry
McCumber R B
Brooks W
Kern John

ROCHESTER, Continued.

Worden Henry D
Eaton Joseph 8
Pennell Henry
Boyd Wm O
Cromdall Marion
Douglas Alden G
Hart Albert
Hoyt Albert
Johnsing Elling
Olson Martin
Perry George
Rice Albert M
Rhbeigleg Geo W L
Wagoner Edw'd
Walch John
Wentworth Geo
Thurber Chas E
Fisher George G
Hall N B

Luce David
Ludwig DT
Pike Delos
Swartz Wm
Hightchen Isaat C
Smith Gilbert
Foss Anton
Johnson Franklin
Drurg Ossian S
Reymal John J
Faley Michael
Jefferson Thomas
Arine Henry
Barthell D
Collins Wm E
Grant Santa
Hamiiton Bernard
Johnson James A
Oleson Frank
Patterson John
Scharf John
Whips James
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Barnes Joel S
Curtis Sam’l

Christopherson Kittle

Elleson Syvert
Humanson Chas J
Christie Alexander

Adams Edwin H
Annis Geo
Ankers Wm H
Brooks Geo F
Cornell Henry D
Drake Geo
Dodge Jobn H
Ellison Joseph
Gould Elmer F
Hurd Hubbard G
Hurd Albert B
McCoy Luther
McCoy Andrew C
McMaster David
March Joseph
Northrup Sam’l
Niles Henry
Northrup Walter D
Peterson Andrew
Drake Geo
Green Clark L
Trumble Israel
Cronin John

Bear MR
Calvert R A
Calvert SD

Doty AV
Farrier Granville
Golding W E
Harkins Abram
Ketchum G W
Kitchel EM
Mack George
Oaks Elihu J
Rutledge John
Stulenberger Elias
Shaul Lemuel

"ROCK DELL.

Russel Jas H
Cole Geo
Watson Wm H
Steyba John A
McCue Wm H

SALEM.

Brooks H W
Holt Albert

‘March Joseph W

Price Rufus H
Perry Dudley
Dresbach A L
Johnson Christian
Stoleson Barnt
Bascom Orwin M
Dooley M H
Delancy Albert
Fogarty Wm
Kinney Jas H
Marquette George
Spaulding Aug W
Stoddard Edwin D
Solem H O

Jago Patrick
Tomlinson Sam’l
Barney Theodore
Knapp Harrison
McDorald A

VIOLA.

Shenton H W
Swan Wm
Stullenberger David
Watson Chas
Wagon Jacob
Williams David
Cunningham Jeff
Golding Wm'E
Kitchell Prince A
Brannon James
Booth John
Palmer George
Pendergrass J W
Potter Theo E

HallWm M
Madden John F
Conat Thomas H
Pixley Melville G
Roske Wm

Mulligan James
Ricker Chas S
Steel James
Emmerson John

Wait Alfred

Anderson Anderson

Cromwell Byron
Hurd Chas E

Olden Esmond
Pehle Anton
Smith Henry
Wakefield H B
Langley D A
Spooner John W
Smith Henry R
Garman David C
Grunderson Petet
Anduton Wm W
Green Sayles R
Barnhart Benj
Bisky Martin
Buschtt Henreich
Reiter Adolph

Henry Edgar. -
Allen James P
Morse W K
Bryan Thos
Bunch Quinton

 Cutter Marshall

Leeson Robert.
Bidwall V A
Webster Alden
Battles John
Powers James
Campbell Wesley
Ray Francis
Stanard Hiram R



TO-WNS.

CASCADE.

Adjoining the town and city of Rochester, and near the centre of the
county, lies the town of Cascade. The face of the town is somewhat
uneven, though not what would be considered hilly, of a deep rich soil
well adapted to the cultivation of the various kinds of grain and vege-
tables, which are raised in such abundance in all parts of the county.

Cascade is well watered by springs and small streams which abound
in nearly all parts of the tewn. The principal of these is Cascade
Creek, of which there are two branches, one of them running through
the centre of the town, and the other emptying into the Zumbro, in the
north part of the city of Rochester, affording an excellent water power
a little way above its mouth, which is used in turhing the machinery
of Cascade Mills. There is very little timber in this town, the people
depending for their supply on the broad belt extending into the towns
of Kalmar and New Haven. Considerable marsh, or wild meadow
land is found in this town, affording an abundant supply of hay for
horses and cattle.

The first settlement in Cascade wasmade in the fall of 1854, James
Bucklin, Mr. Proudfoot, and several others made claims and built
houses. Mr. Proudfoot started a store in the winter following, west of
the Cascade Creek, and kept it in operation ill the summer of 1855,
when he removed his stock of goods to Rochester. In the spring of
1855, Ephraim D. Cobb, Noble Cobb, George W. Huyler, L. L. Eaton,
Charles Horton, Joseph Mathews, and many others came into the town
and made claiins and established residences. Indeed, so fast did the
town become settled up,—we are told by Mr. Cobb,—that when he
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worit to his place in May, there were but two buildings to be seen from
the hill on which his house stands, but that within the next three
months, there were twenty-seven.

The town was orga,nized‘ with its present boundariesin 1859, and the
following officers elected: Supervisors—James Bucklin, Cham’'n,
Alvah Southworth, and Philo Boardman; Clerk—Geo. Carpenter;
Treasurer—~Sylvester Conklin; Assessor—Hibbard Smith ; Constables
~Jogeph Chambers and Lewis Rice. ~

Cascade is hounded on the north by Oronoco, east by Haverhxll
south by Rochester and west by Kalmar.

The following named persons have served as Chairmen of Supervi-
sors, and Town Clerké, since the organization of the town, viz:

CHAIRMAN SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS.
1859 James Bucklin, Geo. Carpenter,
1860 J. V. Mathews, Chws Gl'mt
1861 C. G. Lang,

1862 Abram Ozmun. T. W Kendfﬂl
1863 P. P. Grant, “

1864 E. D. Cobb, oo
1865 ¢ & H. J. Grant,
1866 111 144 11 114

‘Much of the religious service in the town has been done by Rev. E.
Westcott, who labored faithfully for some years, though at no time was
he a stated minister‘,' and enployed to preach.

In the fall of 1855, L. L. Eaton opened his house four miles west.of
Rochester as a tavern, for the accommodation of travellers, and kept
it for some years, when he removed to the city of Rochester. This
was the first and only tavern ever kept in the town. Mr. Proudfoot’s
Store, was also the only one. ‘

The first birth in the town was in the family of Joseph Horton, in
the spring of 1855; the first death was in the same spring; Miss Ade-
laide Bucklin, daughter of James Bucklin, Esq., a young lady of some
sixteen or‘eighteen years of age.

DOVER.

The first claim made in the county, by white men, to the land, was
in the spring of 1853, when Hiram Thompson, came into that section
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now known as the town of Dover, and ‘made his claim as near as he
could calculate on the township line of the Government survey, though
it proved a little west. Judge Thompson made his claim and the
necessary arrangements to hold it, and returned to bring his family in
the early spring of 1854, He soon erected a log house and moved into
it.  This house is now occupied by the venerable Judge as a residence,
and is said to be the first one built in Olmsted county. Simeon Hard-
ing, Mr. Knapp, Mr. Waller, G. C: Sheeks, and others, located in the
town in 1854, and in 1855 there was a large immigration, and the
country became rapidly settled. |

The first religious service was held in Mr. Waller's house, in the
sammer of 1855, when the Rev. Jabez Brooks, now of Red Wing Uni-
versity, preached to a small audience. In the winter of 1855-6, Miss
Eliza Sheeks taught the first school in the town, in a room of Mr. Hard-
ing’s house. In the spring following, Mr. Harding opened his house
as a tavern and kept it.till 1861. This was the only house of public
entertainment ever kept in the town. There is no water power, conse-
quently no mills or manufactories. The surface of the country is some-
what uneven, in some places cropping out in a kind of limestone
ledge, which affords excellent stone quarries, and the stone when
burned makes a fair quality of lime. |

The first birth ip the town was Simeon L. Harding, son of Simeon
Harding, who was born on Christmas eve. 1855. On the same even-
ing a daughter of Mr. Harding was married to Chester Phelps, who
now resides in Dover. Though the first marriage was that of Mr.
Ward Smith and Miss Adelia Waller, in the summer previous.

The soil is a rich dark loam with a heavy subsoil, well adapted to
grain and grass. Timothy and red top grasses grow as luxuriantly as
i the eastern states, though the natural meadow lands are so abund-
ant that but little attention has been given to the cultivation of grasses.
The town is well watered by springs and brooks, two branches of the
Whitewater running through it, and a great number of springs being
in different parts from which the Whitewater mainly derives its supply.
Very little timber is found here, the supply being obtained from the
Whitéwater and Root Rivers at points varying from five to ten miles..
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Dover is bounded on the north by Quincy, east by St. Charles, in
‘Winona county, south by Elmira and west by Eyota. It was organ-
1zed in May,. 1859, at which time the following officers were elected.

Supervisors—Nelson Baker, Char’n, Henry Johnson, Elas Bedal;
Town Clerk—Sam’] Johnson ; Assessor~—Simpson Smith ; Collector—
William R. Tompson ; Justices—dJoshua Martin and Nelson Baker ;
Constables—N. E. Mason, W. R. Thompson.

Since that time the following named persons have held the offices of
Char'n of Supervisors and Town Clerk, respectively:

CHAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS.
1859 Geo. C. Sheeks, Theodore Harding,
1860 Chester Phelps, A. Richards,

1861 Samuel Johnson, « é“
1862 Simpson Smith, “ i
1863 KElias Bedal, “ “
1864 = Simpson Smith, E. H. Dewey,
: 1865 113 114 114 114
1866 144 11 1 114

Iy 1858, Simeon Harding was elected a member of the Constitutional
Convention, and the same year Hiram Thompson was elected Probate
Judge for Olmsted County, to which office he was twice re-elected.

There are no stores, mills, hotels, or whiskey shops in the town. It
is emphatically a community of farmers. Adjoining St. Charles, the
people are amply provided with market facilities of all descriptions,
and the railroad bringing them within an hour’s ride of Rochester, no

inconvenience.is experienced from not having these institutions located
in their midst.

ELMIRA.

In the south east corner of the county, with the town of Dover on the
north, Saratoga, in Winona county on the east, Chatfield in Fillmore
county on the south, and Orion in this county on the west, we find the
town of Elmira. This was a wilderness prairte till the spring of 1854,
when James McClellan, Jr., in his search for a location, visited the
place, and being pleased with its appearance, and looking away into
the future, as all westerners are apt to do, thought he could see in the
the then uncultivated prairie, well fenced farms and cultivated fields,
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with neat and commedious dwelling houses and barns dotting the prai-
ries, and giving sure indications of industry and thrift. Accordingly,
he made a claim and built a house in April of that year. This house
was the first one in the town, a frame building not very large to be
sure, but sufficient to accommodate the absolute needs of the pioneer.

A company of some thirteen men, came into this town on an explor-
ing expedition, in December of 1853, and built a shanty, and stayed
through winter. We have learned the names of some of these gentle-
men, who lived upon the prairies through the winter of 1853-4. T.B.
Twiford, G. Willis, Wm. B. Gere, J. J. Hubbard, Jas. Mc(ﬂéllan, Jr,
James Munday, Henry Gere, and Franklin Blodget. Messrs. F. A.
Coffin, Thos. Holmes, Joseph Tatro, Charles Redfield and others, fol-
lowed in the summer 1854, and quite a community was established
that fall, and Mr. McClellan’s anticipations seemed about to be realized
sooner than he had expected.

The first birth in the town of Elmira, was in the family of Joseph
Tatre, to whom a son was born, on the 20th of September, 1854, which
after due deliberation and consideration, assisted by various discus-
sions between Papa, Ma-ma, and the few female friends of the family,
that the settlement furnished, was christened, ¢ Charles P. Tatro.” |

The first death was that of James McClellan, the pioneer settler of
the town, who died in February, 1855, and for him the future wealth
and prosperity of the town he had chosen for his home, was of no ac-
eount, farther than it left his mind at ease, that in leaving a family, be
left them in a beautiful country and surrounded by the materials for
wealth and comfort.

O1d customs seem to travel with the pioneer westward, and “ the old
story is told again,” that was breathed into the ear of our grandmother
Eve, when creation was in her infancy, and thus it came to pass, that
among other ceremonies of the times, the inarriage ceremony was
not the least prominent. The first exhibition of this which was mani-
fested in this town, was in August, 1854, and the parties most directly
concerned were Mr. Chester Woodward, and Miss Martha Grant.
These parties we understand still live in the enjoyment of the connubial
arrangement thusentered into.
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The first religious services were held in a grove, at which place
Rev. Dr. Trow preached the first sermon, but the exact time of the
service we have been unable to learn. There are no church edifices
in the town ; the people generally attending service in the village of
Chatfield, in Fillmore county, which joins this town on the south.
A portion of the village is located in the town of Elmira, though the

business houses are all on the south side of the county line in Fillmore
copnty. '

. In the winter of 1855-6, Mr. H. E. Loomis taught the first school in
District No. 1, in Elmira, which was the commencement of the educa-
tional effort. Considerable interest is manifested in the progress of the
schools of the town. Three good school houses have been built.in
which schools are taught for the greater part of the year.

The soil is of a sandy loam, but of great fertility, affording a rapid
‘growth to all the grains and vegetables of the climate. No lofty hills
in,any part of the town, yet the surface is considerably rolling, and in
all parts the town is well watered with springs and small running
streams. Root River running through the town, affords an excellent
water power which is improved in driving the machinery of the Chat-
fieid Flouring Mills.

There are no stores or saloons, or even hotels in the town. The
people attend principally to their farming interests, and do their
trading at the villages surrounding, or the cities of Rochester and
Winona.

Elmira was organized on the 11th day of May, 1858, at which
time the following officers were chosen to represent and serve the
people for the ensuing year.

‘Supervisors—Milo White, Char’n, E. Prindle, H. E. Potter.

Assessor—W. Postin; Collector—A. D. Putnam; Justice of the
Peace—C. H. Stearns; Constables—W. R. Freeman, 8. Cole, R. B.
Kellam.
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Those who have held the office of Char'n of Supervisors and Clerks
since that time are:

CHAR'N sumnvxson’s.' TOWN CLERKS.

1859 F, A. Coflin, R. G. Ketcham,
1860 J. A. Buntley. E. Prindle,
1861 F. A. COﬂin' 4 13 13
- 1862 4 @ . « <

1863 R. G. Ketchum, “ «

1864 F. A, Coffin, T «

18656 ¢ st “ «“

In the year 1859, J. 8. Sawyer was elected to the State Legislature.

Considering the population of the town it did its duty well in the
sending out of soldiers to fight for their country. Forty-four of the
able bodied of this new town, shouldered their muskets and went into
the fleld. The population is rapidly increasing at the present time,
and it will not be a far distant day that all the farms will be put under
cultivation, and yielding to their proprietors a rich reward for their
labors.

EYOTA.

As early as the fall of 1854, Benjamin Bear made claim near the
centre of townships No. 106, and in the month of May following, he
removed his family thither and commenced breaking up the prairie,
preparatory to putting in crops. The same season H. G. Freeman,
Wm. Potter, Chas. Keyes, Clark Brown and others, made claims in the
vicinity and established quite a colony, mutually dependent upon each
other for help and neighborly kindnesses, they labored for their own
interests, and for those of each other, by developing the resources of
wealth that lay hidden in the soil, and their lakors were abundantly
repaid. In 1855 there was a large influx of settlers, and farms were
opened and cultivated in all directions. That year the first framed
house was built, by Thos. Harris, which was said to be the first one
built in the county. The town is composed of two thirds prairie, the
other of Oak openings. The timber extends through the centre of the
town, being surrounded on nearly all sides by prairie. The ridge,
which is called the water shed of Bear Creek, and the Whitewater and
Root Rivers, is said to be the highest land in Olmsted County. The
surface is gently undulating, with a general slope from the openings in
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the centre of the town to the division lines of other towns. Bear Creek,
which rises in a spring on the furm of Benjamin Bear, and from whom
it takes its name, runs in nearly a westerly ‘direction though the west-
ern portion of liyota, Marion and Rochester, till it empties into the
Zumbro, within the limits of the city of Rochester. The Whitewater,
or a branch thereof, rung io the north-east, while a branch of the Root
River takes a south eastern course, which gives an abundant supply of
water for the use of the farmer. The soil of the openings is of a
sandy loam, but on the prairies, is a black muck mixed with loam.

The first birth among the white people of this town, was that of Mar-
tin Freeman, a son of H. G. Freeman, in the summer of 1854, The
first death was Hiram Smith, in the same season. Mr. Anson Boyer
aud a Miss Smith committed the first matrimonial depredations in the
town; whift Miss Angeline Stocking first taught young ideas the
rudimentary lessons in climbing the hill of science, in the summer of
1856. In the autumn of 1855, Rev. Mr. Wallison, a preacher of the
Reformed Lutheran persuasion, established religious services, which
have been regularly kept up till the present time.

. The town was first organized under the name of Springfield, which
name it bore till 1859, when the people feeling somewhat elated with
their beautiful harvests, and golden prospects for the future, thought
their town would excel all others in the quantity of her productions,
changed the name to Eyota, which in the language of the Dacotah’s
signifies supertor. This town has had its full share of officials since
its political existence. Inthe fall of 1857, Emerson Hodges was elect-
ed as senator in the Territorial Legislature, and re-elected in 1859. In
1861, Geo. Stocking was elected County Commissioner, and held the.
office till the full of 1864, when J. K. Randall, also of Eyota, was elect-
ed in his stead. 0. P. Whitcomb was elected to the responsible . posi-
tion of County Treasurer in 1861, re-elected in 1863, and discharged
his duties with such faithfulness and ability, that in 1865, the people
refused to allow him to retire to private life, and almost unanimously
again rc-2lected him' to that position, which he now occupies.

The Winona & Bt. Peter Railroad runs through tke town, and not
{ar from the centre of the northern part. A depot has been established
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and a large amount of business has sprung up. Houses have been
huilt, hotels apened, and a trading house established, while immense
quantities of wheat are brought here, and are shipped over the road to
eastern markets. The Railroad company have a large elevator, and
various private individuals have warehouses for storing grain. Theve
are now in active operation, where two years since there was nothing,
four hotels, three stores, one lumber yard, one blacksmith shop, and
five whiskey shops. The dry goods dealers are C. P. Russell, Clark &
Wheelock, and Milo White, who has also a store at Chatfield. The
amount of business done at this little hamlet would seem almost in-
credible %0 a person who is not accustomed to the rapid developments
of the western prairies. There is no other village within the town, con-
sequently all the business is centered here in this small circle, and
farmers prefer selling their wheat at Eyota, even it they have to go to
Rochester to trade.

There are now in 1866, five good school houses, in which teachers
arc employed at least eight months in the year.

A large number of the farmers have fine young orchards set out,
which give as fair promise of fature fruitfulness as in any country in

the same latitude.

0. P. Whitcomb has about two hundred trees on his farm, most of
them in a fine condition, and giving promise of future value. Benja-
min, Joseph, and Henry Bear, have all of them, fine young orchards.
More than one half of the farms under cultivation have orchards of
more or less promise. |

FARMINGTON.

Farmington is one of the northern towns of Olmsted County, and is
hounded on the north by Guilford in Wabasha county, east by Elgin
“in the same county, south by Haverhill, and west by Oronoco. It was
organized in 1858, by the election of the following officers

Supervisors—Ethan Kimball, Char'n, E. Evans, P. Russell. pru
Clerk—T. H. Rose.
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The following named gentlemen, have held the office of Chairman of
supervisors and Town Clerk, since that time :

CHAIRMAN SUPERVISORS. : TOWN CLERK.
Ethan Kimball, A. M. Hall,
John Little, N '
Thos. Brooks, E. P. Whiting,

(X3 (1) T ‘
Ethan Kimball L “
John Liitle, T s
Thos. Brooks. st t

Not till the year 1855, was there any settlement made within this
township, but in April of this year, Mr. Z. Tumbleson, erected a house
in the south east corner of the town, and commenced farming opera-
tions. He was soon followed by others who quickly effected a perma-
nent settlement. The general surface of the town is nearly all prairie,
though timber skirts it on two sides, which makes it but a short dis-
tance for farmers to haul their wood and timber for fuel and fencing.
I the winter of 1835-6, Mr. Andrew Parsons died in a house situated
neariy on the township line, which was accounted as. the first death
occurring in the town. Miss Kate Cowles, now the wife of Capt. J. A.
Leonard, of Rochester, taught the first school, in the log school house
near Mr. Little’s, in the summer of 1859.

The first wagon track made in any specific direction, was made by
A. M. Baker, in pussing {rom Lake City to Rochester. In 1858, a
State road was laid out between those two points, which is now one of
the most thoroughly traveled roads in the country.

In the spring of 1857, Mr. Junian Lathrop set out with an exploring
party to look over the prairie, and after wandering about some time
he got separated from his companions, and night came on, to add to
bis perplexity. He kept on traveling till near midnight he came to Tumn-
blesou’s shanty, where he halloed and received information where the
spring was located, at which his companions were to camp. He then
took up his line of march for this point and soon found his friends,

-and hastened to assist them in courting the favors of the drowsy god,
‘but in consideration of the labors of the day, he was not very coy, and
they were soon in the land of dreams.
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In October 1856, some parties wounded a Bear as he was passing
through the settlement, which induced bruin to leave for other parts:
Mr. Philip Hope, thinking that in his enfeebled condition, his bearship
might be easily captured, started after him with an ax, and coming
up to him attempted to cut him down ; but bruia objected to this kind
of treatment, and turned upon his assailant and threw him to the ground
and was about proceeding to make a meal off him, when a Mr. Schurz
ran to his assistance and dispatched the hear with hisrifle. Mr. Hope
still lives in the north part of the town near the scenc of his adventure.

Considerable interest has been taken by the farmers in planting
fruit trees. Mr. John Little, A. M. Buker, and Wm. Hodge have all
quite a large number of trees. Mr. Hodge has a nursery of native
trees, which give every indication of thrift and hardiness.

The general surface of the town is quita roiling, sometimes rising to
an elevation that would be termed hills.  The uncultivated portion of
the land is owned principally by non-resident speculators, butis heing
rapidly settled by enterprising farmers who are opening up farms, and
making it as good a grain growing town &g any in the county.

HAVERHILL.

Haverhill situated near the center of the county, is much of thesame
general character of soil and surface, as are most of the towns in the
county. Most of the town presents a gently undulating surface, though
in some portions if rizes high enough above the general level, to enti-
tle it to the name of hiils or mounds. These however, are all of them
susceptible of a high slate of caltivation, and. perhaps afford as good
crops as the low lands.  The soil is prineipally of black loam with clay
subsoil, mostly coverved with a luxuriant growth of hazel brush, which
farmers usually consider as indications of exccllent furming land, and
such lands are always selected in preference to those growing nothing
but the grass. There are some natural meadows in the town, suffi-
cient to supply the needs of all until such-time as farmers can raise
cultivated hay. All kinds of grain grow rapidly, and early arrive at
maturity. The average of the wheat crop for 1865, was about twenty-
‘two bushels to the acre. The prairie portion 2xtends through the tewn
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from east to west, skirted by openings on the north and south, making
the whole surface well adapted to the wants of the community.

Haverhill is bounded on the north by Farmington, east by Viola,
south by Marion and west by Oronoco. At the time of its organiza-
tion as a town, in 1858, it was called Zumbro, and so remained until
1865, when, the commissioners changed the name to Sherman, in
honor of that gallant general. The town gloried in the name of Sher-
man for about one year, when it was ascertained that some other
county not more pafriotic, but more prompt, had stepped between them
and fame, and christened one of her towns with the title of the illustri-
ous chieftain, and the commissioners were again obliged to go through
the process of christening, and it now rejoices in the name of Haver-
hill, which it will probably retain unless some part of the State has
made a previous appropriation.

The town was settled as early as 1855. On the 15th of May of that
year, Mr. Gideon Fitch, Edward Cox, and G. Van Houghton, arrived
in town and laid claim to certain tracts of lands in the north part, and
laid out farms for themselves.

On the 1st day of October of this year, a son was born to Mr. Fitch,
whose probation in this world was for about two weeks. Thus the first
birth was followed by the first death in about two weeks, and both in

the same family. The first marriage was also solemnized in the same
month, in the same house, and one of the parties a member of the same
tamily. Mr. Fitch was in truth a veritable pioneer. His family being
the first in town, the first birth, death and marriage occurred in his
family, and the first religious meeting was held at his house. The
first meeting was only a gathering of the friends of religion, to discuss
matters pertaining thereto, in July of 1855. In the October following
public preaching was held at the same house, by Rev. Mr. Moon, a
Methodist circuit rider. The society continued to hold their meetings

at the residence of Mr. Fitch, until August 1861, when a school house
was built on Mr. Fitch’s farm, since which time the meetings have been
held there. In"1859, a Mrs. Andrews living about a mile south of this
‘settlement, opened a select school in her own house for the accommo-
dation of the neighbors, which is the earliest information we have of
any school in the town.
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At the time of its organization, the following named officers were
chosen to run the machine of the town government for that year:—
Supervisors—O. A. Hadley, Char'n., Chas. H. Crane and Samuel
Woodbury, as side supervisors. Town Clerk—Chas. Parker ; Asses-
sor—Reese H. Talbot; Collector—Baldwin Martin; Justices of the
Peace—Francis Dresser, R. W. Palmer; Constables—Baldwin Mar-
tin, John P. Simonds ; Overseer of Poor—QGideon Fitch; Pound Mas-
ter—G. Van Houghton.

The Records in the Clerk’s office bear no evidence of any business
being done in the town, till April of 1860, when another election was
held.

The offices of Chairman of Supervisors, and Town Clerk have heen
filled each successive year as follows :

SUPERVISORS. TOWN CL ERKS.
1860 'Wm. Horton, Hiram Andrews,
1861 Wm. D. Michael, John Van Smith,
1862 C. H. Crane, Reese H. Talbot, app’t
1863 Edwin Palmer, M. A. Burb ank,
1864 Wm. Boyd, “ “
1865 “ i John Van‘Smith,

(14 [4

HIGH FOREST.
. We are indebted to Dr. A. Grant, Secretary of the Old Settler's As-
sociation of High Forest, for the following sketch:

This town located in the south west part of the county of Olmsted,
in Towns 104 and 105 range 14 west, was visited by an exploring
party from LaCrosse, in March, 1854, The company consisted
of Rev. J. C. Sherwin, Mr. John Robinson and Dr. Balcome.

The natural advantages which this region of country presented with
its rich soil, pure streams, rolling prairies and majestic forest, (from
which this town takes it name), invited the explorers to permanent
settlement which was effected 'in the following month by Messrs. John
Robinson, Owen Sherwin, Charles Shephard and John Wright, sup-
‘plied with breaking teams and other necessary means for putting a
different if not a fairer face on nature, as she had reposed since the
dawn of the morning of Creation.

F
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In the following month, May, 1854, the first family, consisting of Mr.
and Mrs. Robinson and theirdaughter Mary R., Lucretia Stratford and
Charity Oleson, opened the first house in this town and gave first evi-
dence of the presence and march of civilization.

Other pioneers soon followed and before the close of the season the
little colony was augmented by the addition of Messrs. Covell, Granness
Pierson, Lyon, Johnson, Rhodes, Hills and Clayson, the first four now
among our most substantial and prosperous citizens. With the native
energy and perseverance which belong exclusively to pioneer life, and
which are the only elements that can carve home, fortune, and new
States, out of the broken wilds of nature, these settlers constructed
houses and laying their hands to the plow to break the native soil that
had lain undisturbed forjages.

Few remarkable events occurred the first season. The native red
man occasionally appeared in their midst, but his calls were not attend-
ed with the danger, torture and death with which he visited many
séttlements in the early history of many of the other western States.
We have no thrilling adventures of daring and danger to relate; no
perils or “hair breadth escapes” from wild beasts or wilder men. The
unbridled elements were the only danger. Fire sweeping the broad
expanse of untamed prairie apparently illuminated the whole heavens,
and the deep toned thunder and the terrific lightning so common in
new lands, disturbed the slumbers of the hardy adventurers. One of
these storms is worthy of notice; it occurred on'the 6th of July, 1854.
The day, even for that season of the year was intensely hot, with occa-
gional showers ; towards evening a dark cloud obscured the sun which
at nightfall had so expanded itself, that the whole horizon became ».
darkness portending aterrific storm. The atmosphere was close, sultry
and still ; not a leaf or blade of grass trembled. The silence was un-
broken save as the distant thunder rose peal on peal, while the rapidly
moving clouds marshalled themselves for pouring out upon the parched
earth a perfeét flood of water, darkness disappeared before incessant
glare of lightning, and rain fell in torrents. The incessant roar of
thunder, the uninterrupted play of lightning and apparently unbroken
sheet of water falling from the clouds, conspired to make this storm
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perfectly grand and sublime, and it so awed the pioneers thatit remains
distinctly stamped upon their memory. After the violence of the storm
bad passed byj they repaired to their couches in the cabin, one only
having been built at that time, standing on the banks of what is now
known as Robinson creek, near its junction with Root River. The
house not being large enough to accommodate all, one lady with sever-
al children sought shelter in a covered wagon box near the house; but
the stream overflowing its banks, came rushing along with headleng
haste, its violence arousing the sleepers, made it necessary for them to
beat a hasty retreat. On awakening they found their cabin rapidly
filling with water, and means of egress by door and window were quickly
sought. Some lost nearly all of their clothing, and many other articles
of convenience were swept away.

The lady in the wagon box in rescuing her children lost a stocking
containing gold to the amount of $1000, discovering the loss of her
‘money she began to search;forit. leaving two sleeping youngsters in the
box. The swelling waters were sweeping them along when the strong
arm of a stalwart Californian grasped the wagon box and made it fast
to a tree. Morning came, the gold was found, the water subsided and
all were safe. .

In the month of February, 1855, Capt. Wm. Russel, of Oswego, N.
Y., in visiting some of his relatives who were among the early pioneers
of this town, was so much pleased with its rich soil, natural facilities,
&c., that he determined to locate here and construet a flour and saw
mill on this branch of Root River. He immediately set about the work
and the number of workmen that he employed was a material addition
‘to the community. In the course of the season he dammed the river,
.erected a large and commodious building for the joint purpose of a
saw and flour mill. Early in the winter of 1855-6, the saw in this mill,
the first running in all this region of country, was cutting out the much
needed huilding material, and the next season, 1856, the flour depart-
ment was completed.

In the spring of 1855, Mr. John Robinson determined to lay the
foundation of a town and selecting the part of his land best adapted to

that purpose, laid out a plat with blocks, lots and streets. By this time
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the visits of seekers for a location to prosecute various kinds of business
became quite frequent, merchants, mechanies, landlords, professional
characters, &c.

In the autumn of 1855, B. S. Reppy; Esq., of LaCrosse, opened the
first store in this town in a building erected for that purpose by Mr.
Robinson, and almost cotemporary with him, Messrs. Coe & Huddles-
ton opened a stock of general merchandise.

In the same year that the original plat was laid out, Capt. Russell
extended it by Russell’s addition to High Forest. In the summer of
1856, W. K. Tattersall of the city of N. Y., built a commodious three
story hotel which has ever since and yet continues to furnish abundance
of good cheer for the traveling public.

The first divine service held and sermen preached in the town, was
in June, 1855, at the house of Mr. Robinson. The minister was tran-
sient and his nameunknown. In the summer of 1856, Rev. Mr. Hum-
ason of the M. E. church, preached in the mill, and afterwards on
warm sunny sabbaths, in “God’s own temple, the grove,” but there was
1o church organization earlier than 1859. On the 13th of June, of that
year, Rev. D. Cobb organized the Methodist Episcopal Church,and the
society erected a neat and commodious house of worship the following
year.

In February of the year 1859, the Baptists organized a Society, and
two years after, 1861, built a substantial and capacious house of wor-
ship, from the belfry of which was heard the first tones of the chivch
going bell in this entire region of country.

In June, 1860, the Congregationalists organized themselves into a
Society.

In March, 1865, the Old School Presbyterian Church was organized
at Stewartville, in this township, under the pastorate care of Rev. Geo.
Ainglie. Each and all of these societies have regular service and are
in a healthy and prosperous condition. ‘

The first school in this town was taught by J. C. Howard, in the
winter of 18578, in the village of High Forest. There are at pre;sent
- eight schoolhouses,in which schools are taught eight months inthe year.
" Mr. E. Y. Earle and Miss Reese, were the firstparties married. The
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conjugal knot was tied by T. H. Armstrong, then Justice of the Peace
in Mower county, 1855. -

The first death—Mary E. Robinson, June Ist, 1855, aged one year
and eight months, daughter of Mr. J ohn and Mrs. Sarah C. Robinson-

The first birth, Anna S. Lyon, February 1st, 1855, daughter of Or-
son and Sarah A. Lyon.

The first political action was in Territorial times, before townships
were organized. In the spring of 1856, the part of the town then in
the county of Mower, was set off into a precinct, and the following offi-
cers appointed by the County Commissioners :

G. T. Covell, Supervisor; John Robinson, Assessor; T. H. Arm-
strong, Justice of the Peace; Orson Lyon, Constable.

In the autumn.of 1857, the Republican County Convention nominat-
ed W. K. Tattersal, for a seat in the lower house of the State Legisla-
ture, which nomination was ratified at the polls, and he was returned
to a seat in the same House in 1860. In 1838, G. T. Covell was eleet-
ed a member of the lower House. In 1863, T. H. Armstrong was
elected & member of the lower House, returned and chosen speaker in
1864, elected Lieut. Governor in 1865, which office he now holds. At
the first town meeting after the admission of the State into the Union,
the following ticket was elected to run the machine of government
under the towirship organization act:

Supervisors—D. B. Coe, Char'n, C. Stewart, A. Horton.

Town Clerk—J. W. Whitney.

Assessor—dJ. Pierce. |

Justice of the Peace—Julius Smith, David Brainard.

Collector—J. L. Roclkwell.

Constables—M. D. Chamberlain, John DeNure.

In 1862, Wm. Carson was elected County Commissioner, which of
fice he now holds.

In the spring of 1857, Charles Stewart, from western N. Y., built a
flouring mill and laid out the village of Stewartville, within the limits of
the town. This water power is one of the best in the county, and the
improvement of it substantial. One of the three Post offices in the
town is located at Stewartville, |
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With the natural advantages of prairie land of the first quality, a
more than average amount of timber, an abundant supply of water,
and with the number of churches, Post offices and schools, there ig
perhaps no other rural town in’this region of country that offers more
inducements to people seeking homes than High Forest.

The business of High Forest at the Present time,"is represented as
follows :

Merchants—A. Grant, W. Buck, A. Gaskill, A. Rockwell. Tattersall
House—W. K. Tattersall, Proprietor. Physicians—A. Grant, O.
Chase. Blacksmiths—J. L. Rockwell, J. Smith, O, Carlet. Carpenters
—W. W. Tichenor, K. Z. Russell. Wheelright—Reese & Lyon. Boot
and Shoe Makers—N. E. Gaskill, Geo. Rueh. High Forest Mills—C.
Stewart, Proprietor. Postmaster—J. L. Gaskill. Lawyer—T. H.
Armstrong.

KALMAR

Is one of the western towns of the county, and does not comprise
quite % full township, sections one, two and three, having been attached
to New Haven, making the boundaries of Kalmar as follows :

North by New Haven, east by New Haven and Cascade, sotth by
Salem, and west by Mantorville in Dodge county. About one fourth
of the face of the town is covered with a good quality of timber. The
‘balance is prairie diversified with occasional patches of oak openings.
The land is quite rolling, but not hilly, as there are but very few acres
in the town that are not adapted to culture by the plough. The soil is
a strong loam, with a clay subsoil. The loam is deep and rich, yield-
ing the enterprising husbandman a bountiful return for his labor.

The town was settled in 1855, by Messrs. Chilson, Merritt, Gilbert,
‘Burgess, Randall and Cauldwell, who built the first house and turned
the first sod in the town. In 1855, Messrs. Blair & Staats built a saw
mill, and in 1857, an addition, which was fitted up for flouring purposes.
Mr. W. W. Doty, also built a saw Mill in the summer of 1857, and in
1858, Mr. Middlefon errected a saw mill to be driven by steam, about
three fourths of a mile above Doty’s mill. All these mills have been
doing a good business each season since they were built, making quite
» trade in lumber, to the great advantage of the town. -
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The first school was taught in a small house near Blair's mill, by
Miss Jennie Dumars, now Mrs. C. C. Jones of this city, in the summer
of 1856.

The first religious meeting was held in the summer of 1855, by Rev.
D. L. King, who continued to labor with the people occasionally till the
fall of 1860, when a class was organized by J. H. Richardson, with the
following members: Madison Rice and wife, Leroy Cleveland and
wife, Melancthon Holt and wife, Wm. Rice and wife, and Wm., C. Rice.
The church has continued to prosper and increase in numbers since its
first organization.

The first marriage was celebrated between James Caulfield, Esq.,
and a Miss Bonny. The ceremony was performed by James Bucklin,.
Esq., of Rochester, who having lost his way in going over the prairie
to the place of the nuptials, was verylate. So much behind time was
the Justice, that the impatient bride and groom concluded that he
would not come, and not wishing a postponement, sent for Elder King
to tie the knot. But soon after the messenger was dispatched, the Jus-
tice “hove in sight,” and being somewhat tired and anxious to have the
job through with, he proceeded to pronounce them husband and wife,
before the Reverened gentleman’s arrival.

The first birth was in the family of Lorenzo Gilbert. The first deaths
were Mrs. James Caulfield and child. We have not the exact date of
these occurrences, but believe they were in the summer of 1856.

Kalmar has a fair record among the military heroes, seventy-six of
whom volunteered to serve their country in her hour of need, and those
who stayed at home evinced an appreciation of their acts, by raising a
bounty of $11,050, to distribute among the boys in blue who did the
fighting.

The town has six comfortable school houses, five of them framed
buildings, and one of log, in each of which schools are taught the
greater portion of the year.

The following persons have served as Chairman of Supervisors, and
Town Clerk : D. L. King, 4 years; H. C. Sheldon; Mr. Payne; D.
Sinclair; B. F. Perry, 2 years; $8.J. McDowell, 6 years; W. W,
Doty ; R. J. Perry, 2 years.
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In the summer of 1857, D. L. King was elected to the Constitutional
Convention, and in 1858, to the House of Representatives. In 1863,
B. F. Perry was elected to the House of Representatives.

MARION.

Directly east of Rochester, with Haverhill on the north, Eyota on the
east and Pleasant Grove on the south, lies the town of Marion, which
dates its first settlement in April, 1854, at which time, Messrs. Alfred
Kinney, Levi Phelps, Nathan Phelps, Eleazer Phelps, Geo. Mills, and
a few others with their families, made their camp near the present
village of Marion, and staked out their claims to real estate. They
commenced improvements immediately, and very soon their cabins
were dotting the prairie and human habitations were there to greet the
eye of the explorer of the western wilds and Indian hunting grounds.

Being a pious and God-fearing people, the day after their arrival be-
ing Sunday, they held a kind of family worship, and all gathered around
theirscamp fires seated upon ox-yokes, boxes, &c., they formed a family
circle, as children of one great father, and unitedly joined in praise and
tha.nksgiﬁng to a Divine Providence, for thus casting their lot in plea-
sant places, and bestowing upon them this goodly heritage. The
meeting was addressed by Rev. Mr. Predmore, which is believed to be
the first sermon ever preached to a civilized people in Olmsted county.
Thus in God’s natural temple, not made with hands, surrounded by
only the works of the great Original, and the evidences of his goodness
and mercy, was instituted the first public worship in Olmsted county.

As time passed on the country became settled rapidly, and the build-
ings multiplied till a neat and bustling, active village was in the hight
of its prosperity, and in 1856, Marion was the rival of Rochester for
the County Sedt, and boasting of two.hotels, three stores, and other
business in proportion; but the water power fortunately possessed by
Rocheéter, turned the scale in its favor, from which time Marion has
been declining as a village, though its agricultural interests are con-
stantly improving.

In the fall of 1854, Mr. Alfred Kinney opened a store about one mile
east of where the village now stands, which he kept in operation for
about one year, whenhe removed his stock, and in company with James
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DeGraff, opened a store in the village. Businessprospered and the next
year two more stores were opened.

A school was established in 1856, and the people have ever mani-
fested a lively and active interest in the cause of education.

The first visit of the dreaded messenger of death was made to the
family of Mr. David Baumgartner, in the spring of 1£56, and they were
called upon to spare one of their little ones to go on iefore them to the
thither shore of the dark river, to await their coming, when their work
here shall have been finished. The same year the mamiage rites were
first celebrated by the union of Mr. Jacob Bonham and Miss Latitia
Phelps.

There 1s no timber of consequence in any part of the town of Marion
neither any available water power. In Pleasant Grove which lies
directly south, there is plently of timber along the banks of Root River,
to supply both fuel and fencing for theseveral towns adjoining it. The
soil in general is of a sandy loam, though in some places it is quite
sandy, only slightly mixed with loam. Diagonally through the center
of the town there is a strip of sandy soil varying in width from a halt
mile to a mile, which comprises most of the sand to be found in the
county.

The village of Marion is still quite a trading point, and supports one
good Dry Goods and Grocery Store, kept by Messrs. Faweett & Root
one hotel, two hlacksmith shops and one wagon shop. Dr. J. C. Cole,
is resident physician, having established himself there at an early day,
and practised his profession till the present time. There isalso a very
good church edifice in the village, which is filled each sabbath day
with attentive worshippers.

- Marion has been twice represented in the State legislature, by Hon.
J. P. Moulton, who distinguished himself for his earnest and practical
zeal for the good of the county and State.

Great interest is always manifested by the citizens in all enterprizes
for the public good, and in schools and churches, they are not behind
any in the county.
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The following named persons have served in their respective capaci-
ties since the organization of the town in 1858 :

CHAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS.
1858 John Case, E. T. Fry,
1859 John R. Brown, Richard Edwards,
1860 C. H. Short, J. C. Cole,
1861 S. A. Howard, J. Rorman,
1862 T. E. Cooper, A. W, Curtis,
1863 oo« C. W. Cressup,
1864 E. West, ¢ “
1865 113 (14 144 114
1866 ¢« S. P. Chandler.

‘In‘ the summer of 1856, the first Post Office was established, and L.
. Dudley appointed Post master. Mr. Dudley was also appointed
Justice of the Peace, and held that office for several years.

NEW HAVEN.

In Angust of the year 1854, Samuel Brink, S. P. Amsden, Wm. Kil-
roy, J. N. Palmer, and C. Colgrove, came into the town and made their
claims, and commenced preparations for building themselves homes
and cultivating farms. Brink, Amsden and Palmer, settled near the
center of the town, while Messrs. Kilroy and Colgrove chose as their
location, places on the branch of the Zumbro, near the pleasant littie
village of Genoa. Mr. Kilroy commenced immediately to turn over
the thick prairie sod preparatory to putting in a crop, and Mr. Brink
at his place set himself to work to convert the excellent waterpower
which the Zumbro here affords, to some practical use, by the erection
of a saw mill, and thus produce the lumber which the pioneer settlers
stood in such need of to build their houses and barns. In the year
1855, Mr. Brink brought on some $15,000 worth of Dry Goods and
groceries, and opened a store, thus supplying another material want of
the settlers, and at the same time adding to his own prosperity, and the
growth and prdép’erity of the town. This same year aman by the name
of Burch opened a grocery store, and vended “‘wet and dry groceries”
to customers far and near, frequently selling his customers, that which
maketh a man glad, sad and mad, at the same time.

Another saw mill was put in operation this same season, by Messrs.
Baker and Mattison, on the same stream, on which Mr. Brink’s was
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located, and about one mile above, which commenced cutting lumher
immediately, making the town a bustling and active place, and giving
intimation of a town of some note at a not far distant day.

In 1856, another store was opened by a Mr. Nye, and in 1858, Dan-
iel Heany of Rochester, opened still another store, and hecame one of
the leading merchants of the county. Mr. Heany continued the mer-
cantile business until 1860, when business was transferred to other
towns, and that of the village of New Haven passed away and
was reckoned among the things that were and are not.

In 1856, Messrs. Mapes, Baker, and Frycke, built a saw mill at Ge-
noa, and in 1857, Charles Chapin and Son, erected still another saw
mill on the same stream and just below that of Messrs. Mapes, Baker
& Frycke. In the summer of 1863, Mr. John Kilroy and L. W. Kil-
bourn, built a fine steam saw mill at Genoa, which did a good business
till it was burned down in the spring of 1864. The mill was rebuilt the
same season, which makes three mills in operation in this village. At
this point mercantile pursuits were not commenced at so earlya dayas
in the centre of the town, but business is still prosperous to compen-
sate the citizens for waiting for the “good time coming.” Mr. Ira
Richards opened the first store in 1863. In 1864, Mr. J. L. Bassett
started a grocery store, and in 1865, Hiram Miller opened another
store with a general stock. All of which are in successful operation at
the present time.

This town is situated in the northwest part of the county, and bound-
ed on the north by Pine Island, in Goodhue county, on the east by Oro-
noco, on the south by Kalmar and west by Roscoe in Dodge county.
Tt is somewhat irregular in shape, as it comprises the whole of town-
ship 108, and sections, one, two and three, of township 107.

About two-thirds of the town is covered with a heavy growth of tim-
ber, composed principally of bass-and oak, but somewhat interspersed
with hickory, maple and black walnut. A large share of the oak and
bass lumber that is used in the county, is manufactured at mills in New
Haven. Two branches of the Zumbrorun the entire length of the town,
uniting near the boundary line on the east, and forming one stream.
which flows through Oronoco, driving the machinery at that thriving
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village,  Tu the north part of the town, the soil is of a dark Tonm with
cluy subsotly snd inc the gouthern portion o deep black muck,  Newrly
ove hadf of the prairio and opening is under cultivation,  The present
population of the town is ahout 800.

The fiest hivth in this town was thal of Bertha, davghter of W,
Kilroy, on the 13th of March, 1866, The fivst marringe was colehrmtod
in the wpring of 1865, hotweosn John Hohines and Miss Disnn Phelps.
Me. N Madison, died in thoe samoe spring, which wae the st desth
Lhat oceurred in the town,

The livst religious service was hold in o grovo now known as Center
(irove, in the south part of the town, in 1855, when o serinon was
pronched by Boev. 8o AL Wing, now o Mavion.  Miss Aun Losingoer
mnugueated the fiest sehool eotorprise in v little log school house
near Genber Grove, where sho held undisputed sway over the youngr
wrehing for fho space of bwo monthey when the howse itsell was romoved
and hoer fiekd of operations Lrausterved Lo the 1ol or chanbor of John
Lawry's louse, the approach to which was nuude eady by menns of
grood substantind fadder, The reom had neither doors or windows, ut
holes wore Joft o ench end ol the huilding  which et i an
much lieht as though the door wau theee.  Hove for oo number of
weeks the school went ony the teachers and pupils literally elimbing
the lndder of seienee, and pursning knowledge undor diflicaltion. In
the following aulwmn, the eitizens buill o fine Jnrge fraomed sehool
bowse, which they stilbelain as the Turgest and hest fuenishod ol any o
the county,

In the apring of 1858, the towin wi ovganized wnder Stabe I, wnd
the following Town oflicers olectid ;

HUPERY RO, CLERKY.
[808  John Lowry, 1868 Joln Cornwell,

Draniel Sally,

Thos, MeManus,

1469 John Kilray, 1859 ‘ “
FE60 - J. M. Gornwell, “ ¢
FaG 1 Daniel Sally, “ i
;l H")z 1 13 114 B
1863 Russell Willimneg, “ “
I86L Daniel Sally, “ ‘

1865 J. M. Cornwell, “ “
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The town han now veven gehool houses, fonr mills, Lthree stores and
onie Post office. Several whisley shops have been startod, but by the
elforts of the Good "Templars, they bave been effectundly crushed out,
and ab the present time there s no plece Tor the sale of intoxieating

dvinks, and the town 38 run upon strictly temperancee principlos.

ORONOCO.

The town of Qronoco, situnted in the novthwestern corner of the
counly, s one of the finest and hest developed, ag wall ng one ol the
it sottlcd.

Aw carly ng the 13th of Mareh, 1854, the soil was braken up and pro-
parations made for envrying on the agriculbural pusuaity, which theo
were just beingr introduced into this wilderness cotnlry on the western

shore of the Miswissippi, Uhe site of the present village wone of the

Fd

mosb romantic of the many romantic sites i the State, The Zuambro
river runs Uhrowgh the place and just as il enters the village, Tenps
down n Libtle precipieo making o noisy entaraet, and ereates o widor
tocer thad ennmot be exeelled in the conntry,  The villnge 4 modt of
vioon the went gide of the viver on o litkle table Tand, which Guther haek
wosnerounded by hills of more lofly pretensiond, so thel though the vil-
bere i on gnite high ground 198 yeb neatled among the hillae Tt con-
tins probahly some fone hundred inhabitants oll of whom nre wober
and industrions peoples A mile helow the villageo hy following the viver
you dind another water power, and still lower down yeb another, eapable
ol tiening any ot of machinery when onco it s brought into use,
neither of thege Intler powers are improved,

P the sunmimer of 1856, partics commenced the senreh forgold along
he hanks of the Zumbro, wnd in many instanees the voele and onrth
v Tound o be highly metaliferons, and so thoroughly impreguated
vith zold, thad the interest grew to be an excitement, and the fortune
wokers flocked into town in great numibers. The principa “diggingy”
ras o fow niles helow the town, but there were found suflicient indica-
tone of the muriferons metal, nonr the village to bring real estate to
onderful high prices. . Tho financinl cerigig of 1867, and the upring
oshots of the snmne year, combined, swept away the sluices and the
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brilliant anticipations of the miners, into the far-away to-morrows, and
neither have ever yet been recovered.

We can perhaps give as correct idea of the settlement, growth and
present prosperity of the town by publishing entire, a letter from Hon.
L. B. Hodges, in answer to our request, to furnish us with some items
of information. Mr. H. writes as follows:

From Curtis’ at Pleasant Grove, to Cannon Falls,and from Springer}§
and Davidson’s settlement (now St. Charles,) thence to Faribault, was
-an unhroken solitary wilderness, up to March 13th, 1854, at which time
Teonard B. Hodges, J. B. Clark and Ebenezer S. Collins of Iowa, made
the first settlement in the heart of this wilderness, twenty-five miles
from anybody, on section 17, town 108, range 14 west of the 5th prin.
ni., on what is now the site of the village of Oronoco.

After staking and making their claims and putting up their log cabin,
Hodges and Clark returned to Iowa for supplies, leaviﬁg Collins to
bold the claim. They returned the last of April with five yoke of oxen
and = “prairie schooner,” loaded to the guards with provisions, farming
implements, and a small black-smithing institution, for the nearest
black smith was at Red Wing, thirty-five miles north ; too far to go
with a plough every few days. The season of 1854, was occupied in
breaking forty acres of prairie, planting it to corn and potatoes, build-
ing, staking out roads and keeping “Old Bach.” They had a good time
of it, raised a good crop, and before winter set in, “Oronoco” was an
established institution.

" The first white woman who visited Oronoco, was a Miss Stevens,
who made us a visit in the summer of 1854. Just before this era in
the progress of civilization, Clark, becoming tired of the monotony of
our Sioux neighbors, (some two or three hundred of whom had been
encamped with us for several weeks,) made an offer of a town lot to any
white woman who would come and see us. Miss S.résponded by mak-

-ing us the proposed visit, accompanied by her brother, and in due time
received the deed of her lot. The first white family who settled after
us, was that of Mr. E. C. Stevens from Red Wing, who moved to this
place about the 1st of August, 1854, and where he still resides. The
next family was that of S. P. Hicks eof Iowa, who with his accom-
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plished wife, soon converted our bachelorestablishmentinto a first class
hotel, and maintained its reputation as such while they presided over it.
In the spring of 1855, Mr. Hicks built the Zumbro House, which
fully maintained the reputation of the old hotel.

The first store in Oronoco was opened in the fall by John B. Clark
and J. A. Moore. The next by Samuel Withrow and H. D. Evans, in
1855, in which year the first mill-dam was built by Kzra Odell and Jas.
Holliston, who also built a saw mill and had it running by the 8th of
November of that year. The grist mill was built by T. A. Olmsted,
D. J. Bascomb and H. D. Evans in 1856. The same year Messrs.
Alcott & Wilcox built a Sash, Blind and Door Factory, and started
a Shingle Mill and Planing Machine.

In the spring of 1855, the first meeting of the Board of County Com-
missioners was held in Oronoco, Ool. Jas. George, Brigham Barrows
and James Rutan, Commissioners. At this first meeting of the Board
our School District was organized. The first school was taught by
Miss Sarah Pierce. The first sermon I remember to have heard
preached in Oronoco, was at a Methodist Quarterly meeting by Elder
Hobart of Red Wing, and was held in the store house of Evans &
Withrow on the south side of the river, at which time a collection was
taken up and on counting the money, the Elder remarked that it was
the biggest pile he ever saw raised from so small a crowd.

The “Oronoco Courier” newspaper, was established in the fall of
1856, by a Joint Stock Company, consisting of Leonard B. Hodges,
John B. Clark, Ebenezer S. Collins, Reuben Ottman, and E. Allen
Power. The press and stock of the concern was purchased in Dubuque,
fowa, of J. B. Dorr & Co. John R. Flynn of Dubuque was foreman
of the office. Dr. Hector Galloway was appointed by the stock holders
Editor in Chief and E, Allen Power, Local Editor. This was the first
newspaper established in Olmsted county, and during its brief existence
ranked with the ablest public journals of the State, and established the
reputation of Dr. Galloway as the most accomplished writer in South-
ern Minnesota. Ned Powers presided over his department, with all the
roﬁicking fun of a genuine Irishman. That they were successful may
be inferred from the fact that “Doc.” was soon elected to the State
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Benate, and Ned, the incorrigible, irrepressible Ned, to the House of
Representatives. The panic of 1857, admonished the Stockholders of
the necessity of retrenchment and reform. Justice to themselves,.com-
pelled them to abandon the somewhat expensive luxury of running a
newspaper.

The school kouse of Oronoco was built in 1856, by the Oronoco Lit-
erary Association for their own use, and at the time was the best build-
ing of the kind in the county. The Association generously donated the
asc of the building to the public as a school house and a place to hold
meetings. . When the District became able, they purchased the build-
ing of the Association, and now thisis to be superseded by the erection
of 8 magnificent school house, which will be a credit not only to the
District, but to the State.

The first white child born in Oronoco, was a Norwegian, name un-
known, bern in January 1855, and died ininfancy. The first marriage
was that of James Holliston and Mary Stevenson, in September, 185 5.

The volunteers who have died in the service of their country, are
Lbenezer 8. Collins, one of the original proprietors of the town; Amos
Keeler, who was shot at the battle of Fredericksburgh and died from
the effects of the wound soon after; Roswell Stanton, died; Lieut
Alexander Cregg, died in Hospital at Galatin, Tenn.; Orlan Bascomb,
died in Hospital, in Tenn.; H. J. Kirkham died in Miss.; Daniel Fet-
terson, died in hospital in Louisville, Ky.; Geo. Atkinson, died at An-
dersonville, Ga.; John Campbell, died in Arkansas.

Mr. Collins was one of the earliest of our heroic countrymen who
fell in defence of the Union. Soon after the commencement of hostili-
ties, he proceeded to St. Louis and eunlisted in a Cavalry Regimént.
Becoming tired and disgusted with the idleness and inactivity of camp
life in a large city, and panting for an opportunity to engage in actual
-conflict with the enemy, he was successful inobtaining his transfer from
his regiment to the gun boat Essex, then ordered to engage in the re-
duction of Ft. Denelson. In that memorable conflict he was mortally
wounded and died in six hours afterwards.

As to the amount of husiness transacted in this town, the total aggre-
gate will not vary much from $100,000 annually. The grist mill
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owned by A. D. Allis, Esq., is continually crowded to its utmost ca-
pacity, The wagon shop of A. K. Stone, is doing a large business in
manufacturing new work. Dean’s wagon shop has allit can do. Hill’s
Black Smith shop cannot begin to do the work that naturally comes
here.

Bascomb & Withrow, long and very favorably known to the business
men and others of this region, are selling piles of goods. Lindsay
Bros., although lately established here, are doing a heavy general
merchandise business.  Their stove, tin and sheet iron establishment,
also, merits special notice, and supplies a long felt necessity.

C. H. Hudson is also doing a snug business in the grocery line. @G.
A. Hewitt & Son, still ran the old Zumbro House, under the new cog-
nomen of Hewitt’s Exchange. The shoe and boot business is repre-
sented by Christian Millhouse, who cast his lot among us at an early
day, and whose reputation as a crack workman is well known. G. A,
Tibbitts, also, carries on the business, and besides being a good work-
man, s noted as the only shoe maker in existence who always has his
work done when called for.

While most of the ordinary branches of businesshave succeeded and
prospered, and have become established on a permanent basis, the
“Doggery” has never succeeded in this town—half a dozen different
attempts have been made since the first settlement in 1854, butk
all have proved unsuccessful. Qur way of treating them is to let them
alone “severely,” and they are sure to die out in a few months.

The following persons have served the town since its organization :

SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS.
1858 L. B. Lodges, J. McMaster,
1859 Wm. M. Pierce, A. G. Lawyer,
1860 J. A. Frank, “ “
1861 Wm. M. Pierce, E. Odell,
1862 E. C. Stevens, Eli D. Hewitt,
1863 114 144 144 «
1864 J. McMaster, . Chas. H. Whitney,
1865 Wm. M. Pierce, S. Barnes,
1866 Wm. Lindsay. .Chas. H. Whitney,
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ORION.

Orion is one of the southern tier of towns in Olmsted county, and
perhaps possessing as many of the elements of wealth and prosperity
as any. About two thirds of the town is prairie and oak openings,
the other third is covered with magnificent forest trees, affording an
abundance of timber for that and surrounding towns. The boundaries
of Orion are : on the north, Eyota; east, Klmira; south, Spring Valley;
and west, Pleasaut Grove.

The first settlement was made in 1854, at which time a Mr. Scher-
merhorn, Joel Ballard, David Hazelton, and James Edwards, located
in the eastern part of the township and made preparations for building
homes. Inthe fall of the same year, Stephen Case, C. L. Case, and
several othiers, came on and selected farms, and in the spring following
the colony grew to quite a settlement.

The first marriage that took place in Orion, was that of Mr. Q. H.
Chapman and Miss Louisa Schermerhorn, in the fall of 1854. The
first death was that of Mr. Schermerhorn, in the summer of 1855.

The first school was in the winter of 1856, and taught by a Mr.
Beardsley.

The first religious service was at the house of Stephen Case, in the
fall of 18555 Sermon by Rev. Geo. Stevenson. The Methodists organ-
ized a society in the autumn of 1855, which has continued to flourish
ever since.

In the summer of 1855, Mr. Cummings built & saw mill on a branch
of Root River, at a point where the river runs through a heavy belt of
timber. He also planned a town, which he gave the name of Cum-
mingsville. The same year Thos. Harris erected a steam saw mill
and put it in operation that season. Neither of the mills were very
profitable investments, and were operated.only a short time. The
Root River_and Mill Creek, both run through the length of the town
and afford an excellent supply of water and a good water power. Orion
affords a better supply of timber than any other town in the county.

The organization was made in 1858. The following gentlemen kave
served as Supervisors and Town Clerks :
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CHAR’N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERKS.
1858 L. B. Bliss, S. J. Russell,
1859 Richard Russell, John Hancock,
1860 Thos. Harris, “ &
1861 Stephen Case, «“ «“
1862 F. B. Burke, ‘ “
1863 J. C. Robinson, “ b
1864 Stephen Case, “ f
1865 J. C. Robinson, “ ‘

1866 Burnap. «“ ¢

In the fall of 1861, Thos. Harris was chosen to the State Legislature,
and in 1859, L. B. Bliss was elected to the responsible position of
Register of Deeds of Olmsted county, which position he has held ever
since. Mr. Bliss has also held the position of Mayor of the city of
Rochester, to which place he removed on his election to the office of
Register of Deeds.

PLEASANT GROVE

Is situated in the southern tier of towns, and is bounded on the north
by Marion, east by Orion, south by Spring Valley in Fillmore county,
and west by High Forest. It derives its name from a beautiful grove
of oaks, where the little village is located, and to any one who has an
eye for the beautiful, it seems very appropriate. The town was organ-
ized in 1858, on-the 11th day of May, by the election of the following
officers:

Supervisors—dJ. H. Hartenbower, Char’n., E. H. Stuckman, and F.
L. Stevens; W. H. Mills, was elected Town Clerk ; H. G. McCaleb,
Assessor; Samuel Barrows and I. W. Norton, Justices of the Peace ;
Wi, Kennedy, Collector; Wm. Kennedy and J. S. Stevens, Consta-
bles ; John Collins, Overseer of the Poor.

The following named gentlemen have been elected to the office of
Chairman of Supervisors, and Town Clerk, respectively since then:

SUPERVISORS. CLERKS.
1859 Elkanah Day, W. H. Mills,
1860 G. T. Sanborn, P. B. Austin,
1861 W. H. Mills, “woou
1862 R. S. Russel], D. W. Prentice,
1863 “ « R. D. Hathaway
1864 & 144 {1 (’(
1865 (44 (14 13 44

18()6 {© € 14 (44
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In the fall of 1856, R. D. Hathaway was elected to the Legislature
of the State.

The town was first settled in October, 1853, by Philo S. Curtis, who
with his family, settled in the place where now stands the village of
Pleasant Grove. Others soon followed and the place soon presented
the appearance of a hamlet. Mr. Curtis was appointed Post master
when the office was first established., In 1861, Mr. Mills vesigned the
office of Chairman of Supervisors, and entered the army, and R. D.
Hathaway was appointed in his place. Also, commissioned the first
Justice &f the Peace for this town. «

In 1855, Mr. Curtis opened the first hotel in town, which was abun-
dantly patronized by people traveling over the Dubuque and St. Paul
Territorial road. Several persons came into the place and located at
nearly the same time as Mr. Curtis, among whom were M. Brittendoll,
John Lambert, John and William Burch, Jacob Prentice, J. D. Bunce,
David and Robert Overend, W. H. Mills, E. D. Barrows, Samuel Bar-
rows, and Frederick Sibeck. _

In July, 1854, M. O. Walker commenced running a line of Stages
from Dubuque to St. Paul, though this town which gave it quite a busi-
ness appearance. This gave the people somewhat exalted opinions of
the place and its ultimate importance, and in the fall of that year
Dudley Tayloi', and Samuel Barrows, laid out and platted the village of
Pleasant Grove. In the winter of that year, F. A. Olds, brought in a
large stock of goods and opened a store in a log building erected by E.
B. Barrows. In May following, Judge Olds sold his entire stock to
Messrs. Rumsey & Clough, who did a flourishing business until 1862.

The first birth was that of “Minnesota Collins,” a daughter of John
Collins. The first death was that of an old man by the name of
Holmes.

The first marriage ceremony was performed by P. S. Curtis, Esq.
The parties were Mr. Marvin Harwood and a daughter of Benjamin
Winans. |

The first school was taught by Miss Susan Rucker in a little log
school house near the residence of John Collins.

The first church service was in the residence of Y. P, Burgan, by
a Methodist Minister named Kress,
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The Christian church was organized in July, 1853, with thirteen
members, at which time Peter Radabaugh was elected Elder. The
chuvch is in o flourishing condition, and at the present time numbers
ninety-nine members. The society propose erecting a place of worship
the coming season. The Methodist society are already making prepa-
rations to erect a church edifice. The Second Adventists, or Seventh
day Baptist, worship in a school house known as the Lull §chool House.
The Catholics are perhaps most extensive of auy church organization
in town, and have a small but neat stone church edifice in the north
west part of the town. |

The people of Pleasant Grove, adopted the independent school sys.
tem as early as 1855, and have continued it till the present time. They
support eight good schools, which are controlled by a Board of six
Directors.

The north branch of Root River runs diagonally across the town,
and is skirted with excellent timber, consisting of oak, maple, butter-
nut, black walnut; bass and hickory, with scattering pines and red ce-
dar. About one sixth of the town is covered with timber, the balance
prairie. Root River affords several excellent water powers, two of
which are improved and now employed in driving the machinery of
Saw mills. |

The soil is of a deep, rich, dark loam, covered with black hazel
brush, and is from twenty to thirty inches deep, underlaid by
mellow clé,y loam, and lime stone, yielding the largest kind of crops.
The wheat crop for the past five years has averaged some twenty-eight
bushels per acre ; oats, about seventy ; corn, about sixty.

The village of Pleasant Grove is sitnated near the centre of the town,
in the midst of beautiful scenery; has a population of some two or
three hundred; contains a good hotel, kept by Jesse Bagley; one
store of general merchandise, by Capt. W, H. Mills, who is also Post
master '; three blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, one cabinet shop,
one shoe shop, and not a saloon ; several doggeries have been started,
but public opinion has frowned them down, and whisky guzzlers have
to go to other places for their potations. '

Dr. L. C. Bardwell is the resident physician, and has been for several
years.
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A Masonic Lodge was established in 1856, which held its first meet-
ing on the 16th of December, of that year. Samuel Barrows, W. M.
The Lodge is still in a flourishing condition.

, QUINCY.

In the northeast corner of the county of Olmsted, bounded by Plain-
yview in Wabashaw county, on the north, and by Winona county on the
east, with Doveron the south, and Viola on the west, we find the town
of Quincy. Nothing remarkable marks the surface of the town, above
those immediately surrounding it. The soil is peculiarly productive,
but not more so than others. Quincy was still an unbroken wilderness
till in the summer of 1855. M. H. Wetmore, T. T. and A. J. Olds,
and others came to this point in their search for a location. Finding
their anticipations realized in this spot they immediately “stuck their
s’éakes,” marked out their claims, and commenced the erection of
cabins to protect themselves from the inclemency of the weather, for no
matter how much of beauty may dwell in the landscape, or how much
fertiﬁty in the soil, the storms of both summer and winter, are unplea-
sant to contend with, without some kind of a protection. Mr. Wet-
more had lived under the protecting shelter of his wagon cover until
the night before Christmas, when he moved into his shanty, as being
better adapted to winter accommodations.

There are several good water-powers on one branch of the White-
water river, within the boundaries of this town, two of them improved,
a saw mill and a grist mill, which afford great convenience to the peo-
ple of the vicinity. The town is mostly prairie, though there-is some
excellent timber.

Rev. J. Clipper preached the first sermon, in August of 1857, in the
house of Mr. N. W. Murphy. Soon after this, Rev. Fred. Loy, com-
menced regular service which was continued for several years.

There are five good framed school houses, in all of which schools are
taught some eight months in the year, with an average of teachers wa-
ges of $25 in summer, to $45 in winter. The educational interest of
Quincy, are well looked after. _

In 1864, Wm. Teachout, of this town, was chosen to represent Olm-



ROCK DELL. 103

sted county, in the State Legislature, which we believe is the only State

officer ever chosen from Quincy. At the time the town was organ-
ized in 18538, T. T. Olds was chosen Char'n of Supervisors, and Jotham
Holland, Town Clerk.

ROCK DELL.

In the southwestern part of the county, so that it is bounded on the
south by Mower county, and west by Dodge county, lies the town of
Rock Dell. Salem in this county lies on the north, and High Forest
on the east. Like most of the other towns in Southern Minnesota, it is
destitute of any high hills or deep vales, consequently there can be no
graphic descriptions of beautiful scenery, and as the settlers planted
their little colony in peace, and have experienced uninterrupted
prospetity since that time, no thrilling adventures can be related
of pioneerylife.

In 1853, a party of Norwegians located in the north-western part of
the town, and commenced cultivating farms. They were followed in
1856, in July, by Rev. L. H. Humason, who chose a location near the
central part of the township. John S. Humason arrived soon after with
his family, and houses were erected and the settlement established.

This township is mostly made up of prairie, there being no timber of
any account except in the north part. The soil is very similar to that
of the towns swrrounding, of a dark, rich loam, such as makes the
whole section of country so noted for its productiveness.

The first birth among the Americans of the town, was in the family
of Joseph Atkinson, in the summer of 1856. No deaths occurred until
1857, when an old man by the name of Russell, left for the qther side
of the dark river, being the first to embark from this point, for the view-
less shores of the dread river of death.

Miss Rebecea Mead, taught the first school, in 1857, in Mr. J. 8.
Humason’s house.

The ordinance of matrimony was first celebrated in Rock Dell,
in 1857, between Lyman Connor of High Forest, and Miss Sarah Gifford.

The first religions meetings were held by Rev. L. H. Humason, in
his own house.

Science hag not crowded into all the corners of the town with the
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persistency that we see exhibited in many other places, and the people
only boast of three school houses, and one of these was built by the
Scandinavians, to educate childrven in their own laugunage.

The surface of the town is well watered by springs and brooks. One
branch of the Zumbhro runs through this town, and affords an excel-
lent water power, which is as yet unimproved.

The present improvements for the public benefit, are one hotel, one
Post office, which is kept at the hotel, and one blacksmith shop.

The town of Rock Dell was organized in May, 1858, at which time
J. P. Powers was elected Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, and
Jonas 8. Cornish as Town Clerk. Since that time the following named
gentlemen have held those offices respectively ;

CHAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERK.
Jonas S. Cornigh, John S. Humason,

u “ H. A. Fox,
John Post, “oou

“ « J. S. Humason,

“ oo - H. A. Fox,

“ « John Warren,
L. H. Humason, A. P. Allen,

‘ “ J. C. Patten.

The last named of which now (in 1866) hold the offices.
SALEM.

Salem is situated in the west part of the county, and is bounded on
the north by Kalmax, east by Rochester, south by Rock Dell, and west
by Vernon in Dodge county. The first settlement was not made till
1854. On the 1st day of June, of that year, Mr. J. B. Dearborn of
Meredith, N. H., J. W. Hurd and wife, and Albert B. Hurd arrived in
Mantorville in search of homes in the west, and in their explorations
they came upon this town, and looking over the broad expanse of
prairie that lay spread out in beauty, inviting the farmer to settle and
cultivate the unimproved soil, promising in return for their labors a rich
reward in golden grain, they made up their minds that this was really
“the land of the West”” that they had so often heard and read about, but
had supposed existed only in the imagination of some writers, who wished
to picture a beautiful spot that had no real existence in tangible shape,
So they staked out claims and made arrangements for permanent homes
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and built shanties to protect their familes from the inclemency of the
weather. The Messrs. Hurds, built their shanties of hav, as being
then, the cheapest and quickest way of procuring a domicil. They
also set their teams at work and broke up the soil, and planted corn,
that the staff of life might not be lacking when the winter approached.
Means of transportation were then not very numerous, and it behooved
the settler to keep a reasonable supply on hand in case of need, thus it
became one of the first duties to plant and sow, whatever would yield
the wost material for making bread.

In the autumn of 1854, Mr. Dearborn returned to Illinois for his
family, who accompanied him to his western home, in the spring of
1855. The Hurds stayed through the winter in their new homes and
kept any eye to the claim of Mr. Dearborn as well as their own. Mis.
J. W. Hurd, the first white woman that ever settled here, was the
daughter of IHon. Wm. Fessenden, of llinois. In July of 1334, Mr.
Asa Hurd, father of John and Albert, with his family, came on from
his home in New Hampshire, and commenced building the first log

house that the town could boast. In 1855, the rest of the Hurd's fumily

came on from the east and settled in the neighborhood, making of the
Hurd family, some eight families in the neighborhood. In the central
part of the town were two Norwegian families by the name of Ander-
son, who came in the fall of 1854, and built shanties upon their claims.

During the winter of 1854-5, the Indians, in passing through the
town, on their. way from one belt of timber to another, made Mr.
Hurd’s house a regular stopping place. From twenty to twenty-five
would sometimes come into his small house at a time and a:k and
even demand whatever they wanted, and Mr. Hurd with a frank gen,
erosity, never let them go away empty-handed, but satisfied all their
wants. They never molested any one, but being hungry they demand-
ed the means to satisfy the cravings of their appetites.

The winter was very mild and the spring opened unusually early,
and during the spring of this year, the tide of emigration to the north-
west commenced, and continued in an uninterupted flow during the
whole summer and fall, and the town of Lexington as it was then
called, received her full share of those who were seeking homes. Quite
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a colony came thitherward from Illinois and settled ncar the center of
the town, among whom were Mr. Zebina Handerson, and Cyrus
Holt. Mr. Handerson built the first frame house in the town, that fall.
Mr. Holt built a log building and filled it with goods; this being the
first store in this section of the country, thus establishing himself in
business and becoming one of the leading merchants of the times and
country. In the winter of 1855, a Post office was established and Mr.
Holt was appointed Post master, this honor conferred upon him in ad-
dition to his mercantile business, gave him an influence in this new
country, and he gave the town the name of Salem.

The first marriage in this town was celebrated at the house of Mr.
Asa Hurd, on the 18th of February, 1857, at which time and place
Darins Wilkins, Esq., fastened the connubial fetters upon the willing
vietims, Mr. Columbus G. Trish and Miss Francis Huxd.

In 1858, Minnesota having thrown off her Territorial cloak, and as-
sumed her position as one of the States of the Union, the town of Sa-
lem held her first election in accordance with State laws, and elected
town officers as follows:

Zebina Handerson, Char'n, Wm. Waite, Jr., Ole Severts, Sup.; H.

. Hurd, Coliector; Darius Wilkins, Cyrus Holt, Justices of the Peace;
Saw’l H. Nichols, Town Clerk; A. P. Everest, Assessor; L. McCoy,
Uverseer of Poor; J. B. Little, H. G. Hurd, Constables.

CHAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERK,
1859 Cyrus Cornell, S. H. Nichols,
18690 D. S. Hibbarxd, N. W. Wilkins,
1861 “ “ S. H. Nichols,

862 Sandford Niles, “ “
1863 J. B. Dearborn, «¢ “
1864 % 118 11 11
18565 S. H. Nichols. Cyrus Holt,
18()' 6 44 144 {1 44

Tn the fall of 1862, Zebina Handerson was elected as Representative
to the State Legislature. He also served as a member of the County
Board of Comissioners, and on the Board of School Land appraisers.
Wm. P. Brooks served for two terms as Country Treas&i'er; Samuel
H. Nichols was twice elected as County Commissioner; Sandford
Niles, Esq., was appointed Gounty Superintendent of Schools for Olm-
sted county, in the fall of 1865, and now holds the position.
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The streams that furnish water for this town, are the Zumbro river
and Cascade creek, both of which run though this town and through
the city of Rochester, uniting at the north of the city.

There are about three sections of timber in Salem, composed of
white and black oak, bass, poplar, maple, elm, &e., which as yet furn-
ishes a full supply for fencing and fuel. .

The first birth was in the family of Darius Wilkins, to whom a
daughter was born on the 8th of April, 1856, which was named Ella,
she stayed with them two yeavs and two days, leaving again on the
10th of April, 1858 ; thus becoming the first arrival and departure in
this life from the town of Salem.

The first school established, was in November, 1837, and was kept
in the house of Darius Wilkins. At Salem center the school house is
but a poor one. The Norwegians have a good school house and good
schools, in the south west part of the town. The Irish have a very
good school house and schools, in the north-cast part of the town.  The
citizens of the southeast part, have lately built a good log school house;
while in the north part of the town they have a joint district with Kal-
mar and & fine framed house and good schools.

The quality of the soilis as good as the average of land in the countr,
where all is good enough. In the north part of the town the surfaceis
composed of black loam, with a clay subsoil, which also predominates
in the west and south, while in the centre of the town and ecast-
ern portions, the surface is more mixed with sand, meking it a very
quick soil, and well adapted to the raising of corn, and such grains as
require & quick and rapid growth. Wheat and oats are the principal
&ops raised, of which the yield will compare favorably with those of
other towns. J. B. Dearborn, in the north part of Salem has a fine
young orchard, from which he has gathered quite a quantity of apples
for the past two years.

Salem as a town is well watered, anc well divided with hay marsh,
and timber lands, and lying, as it does, contiguous to the Winona and
St. Peter Railroad the centre of the town being only three and a half
‘miles from the depot at Byron, it offers inducements nct olten found
to those in vearch of homes and farms,
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Each of the towns in Olmsted county are anXious to preserve a record
of the names of their patriots, who stood so nobly up to battle-for Liber.
ty aud Union, and Salem has no reason to hide her face or blush when
it is recorded that seventy-two of her brave and true ones, went forth to
fight their battles, while only about sixty ever returned, and some of
them only to receive the greetings of their friends and say good-bye till
they shall meet on the thither shore of the dark river.

VIOLA.

In 1854, Mr. Carl Bierbaum and Mr. Whitman, located in the south
part of township 807, range 12, and made their claims on section 27.
Several others settled in the same season.

In 1855, Abram aud Lewis Harkins came on and bought the claims
of Messrs. Bierbaum and Whitman, and commenced farming in good
earnest.  Mr. Abram Harkins brought his family to his new home in
August of the same year, and the prairie soon began to present the ap-
pearance of cultivated felds, and 1mprov<,d farms. These pioneers had
come, on wuh stout hearts and wuhnu hands to carveout their fortunes
and build for theu nselve howes, and right bravely did the) set them-
selves at the work.  Cabins weve built to live in, and the prairie sod
was broken, and wheat sown, which in due time yielded a plentiful re-
turn. Thus encouraged the brave toilers worked on, poor in pocket
but rich in health and the prospects before them, and the sure reward
that should attend their labors, and after the harvest was gathered ad-
ditional acres were turned over in preparation for seeding the coming
spring. The town was christened Washington, in honor of the father of
bis country, and retained that name until its organization under
State law in 1858, when it was changed to Viola. |

The first birth in this town was in the family of Abram Harkins,
Esq., to whom a daughter was born on the 20th of May, 1856. The
first death was also in Mr. Harking’ family iu August, 1855.

Rev. Mr. Roberts performed the first marriage ceremony, the parties
being Jeremiah Sweeyey and Miss Orpha Kitchell, step daughter of
Jacob Ostrander.

The first school was taught by Mrs. Edward Doty, in her own house,
in the summer of 1858, She taught the school for two terms, when
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the citizens built a school house, and as Mrs, Doty could not leave her
home, another teacher was employed. The first school house was built
of logs, inwhat was called the Morrow settlement.

The first religious service was held in the house of a Mr. Cordell, in
the summer of 1857, but no regular service was had until the spring of
1858. The Methodists now have an organized class, and regulamservice
each Sabbath, in the school house known as the Fremont school house.

The town is bounded on the north by Elgin, in Wabasha county 3
east by Quincy, south by Eyota, and west by Haverhill. It is about.
equally divided into prairie andoak openings., The surface is high and
rolling, with & soil unsurpassed for agricultural purposes. The open-
ings furnish sufficient quantitins of timber to supply the residents con-
tiguous thereto with fuel, but fencing is scarce, and farmers depend
mostly on using lumber from the pine forests of Wigconsin.

Various springs in this town flow through the prairies and unite
near the eastern line and form a branch of the Whitewater river. There
are a great many small natural meadows, affording an abundance of
grass and hay for keeping stock. Though there are no large streams
and no water power, the town is well watered by spring brooks which
flow through every section of land, and nearly every tarm. The aven
age of wheat per acre, has been about twenty-two bushels per acre.

From Mr. Jacob Ostrander, we learn that in the first five years aftel
the settlement, there was not a case of protracted sickness known if
the town, neither was there a law suit during the same period, making
honors all the recompense for Justices and Constables, and driving dod
tors and lawyers to other fields in search of employment. The fir}

lawsuit was in 1860, and the parties were Wm. Woodard and a M
Stanton, in regard to the delivery of some lime. Both parties wem
beateun, as is usually the case. ‘

There arve four school houses in the town, three framed and om
built of logs.

Several of those who left their homes dressed in the army blue, neva
returned to become citizens. Charles Watson died from sickness co
tracted while in the army ; S. D. Calvert was killed in the battle
Chickamauga ; Wm. Swan and A. V. Doty were wounded in the sar
battle ; Lieut. Abram Harkins, lost his left arm in the same battle, ai
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for bravery was commiissioned as Captain, but ill health succeeded the
loss of his arm, and he resigned his position and returned to private
life.  In the fall of 1864, the people of Olmsted county wishing to care
tor their heroes, elected him to the office of County Awuditor, which of,
fice he now holds. In the spring of 1860, Mr. Harkins was elected
County Commissioner, and in the fall of the same year, to the State
Legislature.

There are four school houses, one Post office, and no whiskey shops_

'the following named persons have acted as Char'n Supervisors and
Town Clerk, respectively :

CHAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOWN CLERK.
Abram Hazlkins, R. . Cunuingham,
“ “ N. I. Wetmore,
- ) “ u
A. K. pot)', . y
Wm. Somerville, t
A. K. Doty R. F. Cunningham
= 0Ly - & ’
Caleb Sawyer, N. I. Wetmore,
Peter Fenton. “ “

ROCHESTER.

Not until the spring of 1854, was the first settlement made in the
territory of what is now the city of Rochester. At that time T. C.
Cummings and Robert McReady made claims, and built their shanties
near Cascade COreek. On the 12th of July following, George and
Jonathan Head, with their father, made claims where the husiness
part of the city is now situated, and on the 25th of the same month, the
city was staked out, and had a fine appearance, on paper. Tt had al-
ready become a station for stages to stop at, as on the 15th of July, M.
O. WaLKER, the pioneer stage proprietor of the west, established a line
of stages from Dubuque to St. Paul, over the wilderness prairies, and
tbrough the prospective city of Rochester. Winona and Elliota were at
that time the neavest Post towns. The neighbors the first winter were
few, the families of F. Prodger, McReady and Geo. Woolford, being the
only ones within seven miles of the new city. In the following spring,
there was quite an extensive emigration, and business prospects be-
came apparent. Mr. J. D. Jenkins built a store of logy, and sold it to
Hugh Mair, who soon filled it with goods for the accommodation of
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the rapidly increasing population. Wet and dry groceries seemed to
be the most iinportant articles of his stock. A cask of gin, of this
stock, was the first intoxicating liquor ever brought to the town.

The “boys,” used to frequently partake of Mair's “hest” without the
preliminary of paying for it, or having it dealt out by the glass, butthe
old man was shrewd enough to make them pay for it all in the end,
As the cask was never allowed to get empty, so long as there was
plenty of water in the Zumbro, and it is currently reportrd that when
cold weather came on, the whisky froze so hard that it had -to be sold
in chuncks, and thawed by the fire, before it could be drank.

In the summer of 1854, Mr. Geo. Head erected a log house commo-
dious enough as a dwelling, but quite small for a house of public enter-
tainment, yet the tide of emigration was so great that the house was
filled to the utinost capacity all the time. All the provisions at this
time had to be imported from Iowa, and consequently bore a very high
price. Head continued to keep the hotel till the spring of 1856, when
he sold out to Mr. Asa Lesuer, who has kept it in operation ever since.
though the old log house has been torn down, and a neat and commo-
dious hotel taken its place, a little farther up Broadway than the old
stand, which is now known as the “York State House.”

The first birth in Rochester was in the family of James Smith, in
1855. A M. Brown, who was looking for a claim, camped on the
north side of the Zumbro on the school section in the fail of 1834, and
soon thereatter was taken sick and died, this was the first death of a
white person on the prairie or in Olmsted county. Very soon after his
death, his widow took another maxn, bat was not married to litm as there
was no one here to perform the ceremony, yet they did the best they
could, and procured witnesses to their agreement to get married as
soon as there was a chance, and even had McReady perform such ser-
vice as hie could, to last till there should come along a minister, or some
one in authority. This was the first matrimonial speculation publicly
entered into in this vieinity. ’

The first school house was erected in the spring of 1836, in Bast
Rochester. It was built of logs, and did duty as school house, church,

and place for elections and all kinds of public meetings. Miss Mary
Walker taught school therein the summer following.
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The first religious service was held by a minister from St. Paul, who
was travelling through the country on business, and preached in De”
cember of 1854, at McReady's house one evening and the next evening
at Head’s. No other religious service was had until the following
March, when Rev. Robert Welch, a Baptist minister commenced regu-
lar service and continued the same until the next June, when Rev.:
ben Reynolds, a Congregational minister'assumed the duties of pastor,
and remained the only preacher of the Society till somectime in 1858
A sketch of the organization and progress of thé different churches has
already heen given.

This summer (1855), the wolves were quite troublesome, and com-
mitted frequent depredations on the property of persons who had neg-
lected to put their cffects out of their reach. In one instance they en-
tered the dwelling house of Mr. Geo. Head, and carrvied off a sheep
that had heen killed io furnish mutton for the breakfast of a company
of travelers, though a number of persons were sleeping in the room
over the one where the robbery took place.

The first lawyer made hisappearance this sammer, a Mr. Jay Parker,
but he flouriched only for a short time and left the place. Theé tide of
immigration to the embryo city was setting in rapidly, and buildings
were going up in various directions so that neighbors were within
gpeaking distance. W, D. Lowry bought the claim of Geo. Woolford
about one-half mile south of the city plat, now within the city limits,
and the present residence of Mr. Lowry's widow. In the fall of this
year Mr. Lowry was clected to a seat in the Territorial Oouncil, which
position he occupied until the admission of Minnesota as a State in
1858. This election beiug the first in this clection District, and some
important issues coming before the people, great interest was felt in
the result.  Parties at Oronoce and Chatfield were anxious to have the
District so divided that each of those towns should be the geographical
center of a county, and consequently a county seat, to this arrangce-
ment the citizens_of Rochester were very naturally opposed.  Mr. Low-
ry was the candidate of the people of Rochester, Reuben Ottman of
Oronoco, the opposing candidate. Probably no riore entire vote has
ever been cast in Olnsted county, under any eircumstances, and when
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the result was made known it was found that Lowry had beaten his
oppdixent by two to one, and twenty-seven to spare.

In the early history of the county, theré was frequently much trouble
experienced by new comers jumping the claims of those who had pre-
ceded them. Emigration was fapid, and in many instances, persons,
made and staked out their claims, and went for their families, but on
their return found them jumped by other “parties, and they must seek
new locations. This evil became so prevalent that the settlers organ-
ized a Vigilance Committee for the protection of settlers’ claims. This
Committee was known as the “Regulators,” and was composed in part
of the following persons, most of whom are now residents of the county.
T. C. Cummings, Grant Cummings, L. W. Bucklin, J. A. Bucklin, Jas.

Lovering, B. Goodwin, A. Goodwin, Wm. Eaton, Chas. Martin and 8.
8. Goodrich.

Sometime in the winter of 1855, Mr. Charles Martin made a claim
in the town of Kalmar, and commenced getting his logs ready to build
a house, when, a fellow by the name of Moler, heard of it, and went
and bargained for a house to move on and jump the claim. The Reg-
ulators were notified, and not wishing any trouble, but bound to pro-
tect the claimant in his rights, they went to Kalmar, leaving Rochester
about nine o’clock in the evening, and called on the man that owned
the house, and bought it and moved it to the claimx and had it ready
for occupancy before Moler got there the next morning. It was a
bitter cold night in the winter, yet the men worked all night. They
considered it a good night's work, to travel eight miles, and move a
house, and get it ready to occupy in the morning.

The first lawsuit, was tried before James Bucklin, Esq., in the sum-
mer of 1855. At the hour appointed for the suit to commence, the
Justice was hoeing corn, and as it was a very busy season, and work
huirying, the parties assembled in the cornfield, and the suit was called.
The parties were T. C. Cummings, PI'ff,, and Alfred Moler, D'ft. Jas.

“A. Bucklin, Att'y, for PI'ff; G. W. Chilson for Def’t. The Gourt pro-
eeeded, and Plaintiff won his case. '

A rivalry had sprung up between the two }acations of Head and Me-

H
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Ready, and when the fourth of J uly came around, each of the 'pmjties
determined to have a celebration. Head had it proclaimed throughout
the settlement that he would roast a sheep and regale his friends with
mutton, while McReady made a barbecue of a yearling steer. Some
forty or fifty assembled at each place, and held high carnival through-
out the day. At McReady’s celebration a speech was made by an am-
bitious young lawyer named Tompkins, who was finally so overcome
by patriotism and whisky, that he fell from the bdx on which he was
standing, and his arm coming in contact with a seythe it was nearly
severed from his body. His wound was dressed, and he was taken
home a soberer and sadder man. |

The first saw mill in the town was of somewhat curious construction,.
and consisted of a scaffolding erected some six or eight feet in height.
The saw used was a long narrow saw called a whip saw, with a strong
handle 2t each end. The frame work of the scatfolding was so arrang-
ed that the log could be gaged to produce lumber of any desired thick-
ness. The motive power was a man at each handle of the saw, one of
whom stood on the log and the other beneath or as it was called iu the
pit; hence it derived the name of the pit saw. These mills are quite
common in the old country, and in this instance was made of great
benefit in a new country. Mr. Alexander, the proprietor, assuring us
that two men would frequently manufacinre as much as five hundred
feet of lumber in a day. To the pioneers who were yet destitute of
mills driven by water or steam, this was of vast importance, and many
are the houses made comfortable by use of the lumber manufactured
by the pit mill.

Messrs. Alexander and Goldsworthy built the first frame shop in the
spring of 1856, on Zumbro street, where it did duty as a shop until
1861, when it was removed to Broadway, and fitted up for a store, and
is now occupied as a boot and shoe store. In the yearfollowing, these
.gentlemen built a fine steam mill and sash factory, on the Zumbro, in
East Rochester, to which they soon added machinery for planing aud
general cabiftet making. This mill was continued in successful opera-
tion till the summer of 1863, when it took fire and was burned to the
ground. . |
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In the fall of 1855, Messrs. L. W, Bucklin and James Lovington
built the first bridge across the Zumbro, at a.point opposite where
Cook’s Livery Stable now stands. . It was built of logs and remained
in use till another bridge was built in 1857.

In 1856, Hon. F. A. OLps, purchased of Messrs. Moe and Cross,
the property on the corner of Broadway and College street, known as
the Mill Reservation, and comwmenced the erection of a Stone Flouring
Mill, which he completed the following year at an expense of about
$40,000. This was the first substantial public imnprovement-that was
undertaken, Judge Olds built several Blocks of buildings and was
very active in all public enterprises. Probably no one’ individual con-
tributed more to the growth and prosperity of the city than Mr. Olds
In the summer of 1864, while superintending some work on his farm
house in the western part of the county, he fell from the scaffolding
and received injuries from which he never recovered, but died soon af-
ter, respected and regretted by all who knew him.

In the summer of 1854, I'red. Prodger and Henry Woodard, made
claim to the northern part of the city, and pre-empted the same in 1855,
and sold the same year to C. H. Liundsley, who s0ld a three fourths in-
terest in the whole to Messrs. G. S. Harris, W. W. Cowles,. Daniel
Williams and Richard B. Smith, of Beston, and the Company assumed
the name of the “Boston Company,” and commenced operations for

“building upon and improving their property. Mr. Lindsley, resident
proprietor, was chosen business manager. This year they commenced
the erection of the Zumhbro Falls Mills, a large hotel, the present Court
House, and several other buildings, making preparations for extensive
improvements the ensuing year ; but the financial revolution of 1857

included in the list of its victims, the original Boston Company, and
after expending some $53,000, they were obliged to suspend operations,
and the property was transferred to the hands of their creditors, Messrs,
Alvin Smith, J. H. Ward, David Loring, and John M. Cole, all of Bos-
ton. This failure prdved the death blow to improvements in the lower
town, as the title came under a cloud so that parties did not wish to
invest, 10 matter how desirable the property.

In the final division of the property among the proprietors, the Court
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House came into the hands of Mr. Lindsley, and the Flouring Milly
fell to the share of John M. Cole, who in 1860, removed to Rochester,.
and put the mills in the best of order, and has: made it valuable to
himself and the city.’

- In 1863, Messrs. I.. H. Humason, and Gilbert Smith erected the
third flouring mill in the city on Cascade Creek, a short distance
above where it empties into the Zumbro. The streams that afford wa-
ter power for the city, are subjeét to great variations in the stages of
water; sometimes in seasons of exireme drouth, affording scarcely
water enough to turn the machinery, and in times of freshet, being
swolen 80 as to overflow their banks, sometimes doing great damage to
property situated on the low lands. In the summer of 1852, on the
11th day of August, Bear Creek and the Zumbro rose so rapidly from
the effect of heayy rains, that all the bridges were carried away, and
considerable damage done to the mill property. One man, Mr. Nathan
B. Robbins, in attempting to swim across the reservoir, just above the
Zambro Falls Mills, was drowned. He was an estimable young man,
and his-untimely death is remembered and regretted by all who knew
him. Another flood of water discharged itself through these streams,
the present year. Heavy rains had fallen during several days prece d-
ing the 6th of August, and on that evening, commenced raining as
shough the job was to be completed that night. People retired to their
beds with a feeling of perfect security, never dreaming that they were
to witness so grand and yet so fearful a spectacle, when the morning
dawned. At two o’clock in the morning of the 7ih, there was no per-
septible rise in the streams, but at four o’clock, families living on the
low grounds on the north side of the river, were aroused from their
sleep by the rush of water entering their dwellings, and so rapidly did
the waters a_dvaince, that they only had time to save themselves by tak-
ing refuge in trees, which fortunately grew close hy. They remained
in this situation with the waters roaring and rushing madly beneath
them, and-threatning to destroy their last refuge till about nine o'clock,.
when they were rescued by some courageous and noble hearted men,
who pfocured boats and at the risk of theiv own lives saved theirneigh-
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bors. No lives were lost, though immense damage was done to pro-
perty :
- The first brick business house in Rochester was bmlt by Dr. L. H.
Kelly, formerly of Painesville, Ohio. He built a brick store 22x70 feet
on the corner of Broadway and College street, and finished it in the
best manner for use.

The next brick block was built by Gilbert Smith in 1860, since
which time there have been a large number erected.

The present population of the city of Rochester is est1mated at about
four thousand. In June of 1865, the census reports was ..,666 since
which time it is estimated that there hat been an addition of (from
1300 to 1500.

There are now six church edifices erected in the city, and two more
in contemplation of Leing built the present season. The county is
erecting a mwgmﬁcent Court house, and the city will build several fine
school buildings the coming year. The general business of the city
will be given in the Business Directory.

The town of Rochester was organized in 1858, and town officers
elected as follows:,

Supervisors, P. F. Lawshee, Char'n, 0. A. Hadley and Samuel Stone;
Town Clerk, Thos. Brooks; Assessor, Richard Postier; Collector, B
C. Cummings; Overseer of Pom, G. W. Huyler ; Justices of the Peace,
Hiram Thompson, S. G. Whiting ; Constables, I. M. Terrill and Barn-
ey Haclkett.

In April, 1859, the town as it now is was organized. The following
gentlemen have acted as Chairman of Supervisors and Town Clerks:

CHAR'N SUPERVISORS. TOGWN CLERKS.
1859 David Whitney, John Kent,
1860 114 ' 114 144 13
1861 J. N. McLane, H. L. R. Jones,
1862 J.F.J. Harmon, “ k
1863 John Severn, ¢« «“
1864 John Forbes, Simeon Smith,
1865 “ “ John Bamber,

1866 44 119 i« «
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The city was organized in 1858, under a charter granted by the
Legislature, and hag elected the following named persons to serve in

their respective capacities each year since then.

MAYOR. RECORDER. CITY JUSTICE,
1858 M. W. Fay, Thos. Brooks, - 8. G. Whiting,
1859 F. A. Olds, F. A. Poole, ‘ “
1860 W. D. Hurlburt, E. W. Crocker, H. Hyatt,
1861 John Clark, e U “ +
1862° L. B. Bliss, N. C. Younglove, R. Reynolds,
1863 111 111 (44 114 44 o
1864 A. Ozmun, S. W, Eaton, W. S. Booth,
1865 'J. V. Daniels, “ oo« “ “
1866 O. P. Stearns. Lo A. Blanchard.

"There are but few cities, even in the wonderful west, where all things
spring fapidly into existence, that have made such progress as has the
city of Rochester. It has not been consequent upon any great excite-
ment such as is generally gotten up in the gold, or mineral regions,
but the natural healthy growth that is the result of the development of
one of the finest agricultural countries on the face of the globe. Pro-
perty at the present time is held at high figures, but it has been con-
stantly rising in value ever since the financial revolution in 1857, and
now its business prospects are such as warrant holders 'of property in
setting a good price upon it, with a certainty of receiving it. We give
helow a Directory of the principal business houses in the city.
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CITY OFFICERS,
sayor—0. P. Steains,
Recorder—S. W. Laton,
Alderman—I1st Ward, L Waker,

43 _

i

Boors snoes &C.
R. H. Dee, Leland’s block,
J. Koonsmuller, Gibbs’ block,
]xdlo(w & Co., College-st.

C. H. ChadboumJ H. L1own, BlO“LdW‘LV

“ —2d Ward, H T. HortonA. Nelson, cor. Main & Thlrd

143 _ k& o

“« 3d o«
14 ke 14

J. Rickerrt,
J. M. Lole
A. Smith,
City Justice—A. Blanchard,
City Attorney—C(C, M. Stfut
Treasurer—1i. LeSuer,
Marshal & Police—I. Simonds,
POST OFFICE.
S. Geisinger, ». M., Third st,,
U. S. OFFICERS.
Assessor 1st Dist.—G. W. Baker,

—Dep, S. Risker

Deputy Col—0. P. Whitcomb,
JUDGE 3D JUDICIAL DISTRICT.
Lloyd Barber,
COUNTY OFFICERS.
Register of Deeds—I. B. Bliss,
Shersff—H, Loomis,
Auditor—4A. Harkins.
Treasurer—O. P. Whitcomb,
Judge of Probate—R. Reynolds,
County Att'y—O. P. Stearus,
Clerk of Couwrt—A. Blanchard.
ATTORNEYS
E. A. McMahon, Third st.,

C. C. Wilson, Third st..
W. L. Brackenridge, Main-st.
M. W. TFFay, Broadway,
O 0. B‘ﬂd\xm, Graham bk,
P. M. Tolbert, Broadway,
Jones & butlel Broadway,
W. 8. Booth, Cu3 Post Office.
Edson & Sumt Broadway,
0. P. Stearns, Graham blk.
W. H. Mitchell, Republic Block.
AGRl(,ULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.
G. W. & C. H. Payne, Broadway,
Veddel & Dutton, Broadway,
L. G. Dudley, McCormick Reaper
BANKS.
First National Bank of Rochester,
Rochester Bank,

Bunce & W right, Broadway,
N. Peterson, Broadway,
S. Clemmetson, Third-st.
Allyn & Meyette, Broadway,
Clark Henlng.
CRACKER MANUFACTORY.
Tait & Voorhees, Broadway,
BILLIARD HALLS.
Markham & Ott, Broadway,
BLACKSMITHS, &C.
J. G. Platt, Zumbro-st.
Henry Schuster, Broadway,
Norton & Haines, Main,
T. R. Rusted, Zumbro,
Wm. Brown, near City Mills.
Rowley & Co., Broadway,
CLOTHING.
S. Gold, Broadway,
Blake & Leet, Broadway,
M. Levy “
Levi Hanm Third st.
Seickert & Adler, Bloadwav,
Bennett Bro. “
A Nelson, Main-st.
Solomon Hess, Broadway.

CONFECTIONERY, &c.

J. W. Everstine, B1oadway,
C. F. Anderson, “
C. A. Buck, &

" DRY GOODS.
J. D. Blake, wholesale, Broad.
F. W. Andrews, Broadway.
Barden, Baldwin & VanDusen,
W. Elder & Son, Broadway,
McKay & Jargo, “
Bennett & Bro. “
J. H. Brown, “
Bunce & Wright, “
N Peterson, “
Kellogg & Co. College-st.
A. Nelson Main-st.
Levi H:urls, Third-st.
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BAKERIES.
Tait & Voorhees, Broadway.
George Head, Bl()d,(chhy
John Seh

I)RU(:S AND MEDICINES.

Woodard & Ells, Broadway,

J. D. Blood, h

Pool & I—Izurmgton, “
DENTIST.

J. M. Williams,
EXPRESS COMPANY.
American, College-st.
FURNITURE AND CABINET WARE,
Cowles & Whitney, Broadway,
S. A. Hickox, College,

FLOUR AND FEED STORES.
Wallingford & Whitney, Broad,
J. H. Olmste(l Broadway,

FOUNDRY AND 3raCHINE SHOFS.
C. T. Allaire, cor. 4th & Oak.
: GROCERIES.
Bennett & Bro. Broadway,
yCrittenden & Fabrick, Bmad\vay,
Crocker & Younglove,

J. J. Knapp & Co. ‘“
J. H. Brown, i
L. L. Eaton, “
N. Peterson, ' “
Gooding & Morrill, i
Daniels & Co. “
Bunce & Wright, “

Feeney & Fmoer ud, Main-st.
Kellogg & Co. College -st.
A. Nelson, Main-st.
HOTELS.

Amemmn E. A. Goodell, Broad.
Bradley House, College- st.
Stevens House, Main-st.
Porter House, cor 4th and Frank.
Winona House, Broadway,
Farmers’ Hotel near railroad.
York State House Broauway,
Arcade,

BATS, CAPS AND FURY.
T. Caroll, & Son, Broadway,
Blake & Leet

Lev “
S Gold sc
A, Nelson Main-st,

ROCHESTER BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

HARDWARE STORES.
Van Doorse & Upman, Broad.
A Ozmun & Son, Bro adway,
H. A. Brown, _

G. W. & C. H. Payne ¢

ITARNESS & SADDLERY.

H. W. Garratt, DBroadway,
Warren & Co., “
V. Bustch, “

Pooler & Co. Third- s.t
PAINTEES & PAPER JTANGERS.
Fayette Kelley, Main-sh.
W. H. Pratt, Broadway,
C S. W ood.s, Zumbro-st.
INSURANCE.

Rochester Tnsurance Co.
Farmers’ Insurance Co.
0. 0. Baldwin, Life, Fire, & Mar.
Chadbourn & W lntne) Etna, Hart
ford, &e., Bank block, Broadway.

JEWELRY & WATCHE i
E. Damon, Bl‘()‘ld\\"‘)
H. Luce,
C. Smith, “

LUMBER DEALEES,

Porter, Horton & Co.
Laird, Norton & Co.
Hodoms, Coleman & Co.
E. E. Youmans & Co.

LEATHER & FINDINGS.
J. Koonsmuller, Broadway.

LIVERY STABLES.

Cook & Bro. College-st.

Graves Bros. near Amer House.

MILLINERY AND DRESS MAKING.
Mrs. M. A. Wilcox, Third-st.
Mrs. Ameigh, Bmadwa,v.
Mis. J. H. Olmsted, Broadway,
Mrs. P. H. Bucklin, Broadway,
MIERCHANT TAILORS.
Blake & Leet, Bload\\ av,
P. Cavalier,
J. Hongan, Third st.
SEWING MACHINES.
M. A. Martin, Leland's Block,
FLOURING MILLS,
Rochester City Mills, F. T. Olds,
Zumbro I‘a,ll.s Mills, J M. Cole.
Cascade Mills; J. S. Humason,
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MUSIC TEACHERS.
. W. Lovejoy, at (ieisingers.
Mrs. M. R. Andrews, Zumbro-st.
Mrs. L. Windsor, Main-st.
J. S. Knapyp, Bank Block.

MEAT MARKET.
I‘red Rommel, Broadway,

xeo. Bailly, “
1. Waldron, L ¢
Kennedv, Main-st.

NEWS, PERIODICALS, &0C,
C,I. Andex~on Broadway,
Geo. Head, Third-st.

PHYS!CIANS AND SURGEQNS.

B C.& E. W, (u()bs, BlOE.(h\&
W. W. Muayo, Third-st.
H. Gallowa ¥, 131(“( Iway,
J. 5. Allen, cor. Col. and Main.
1. M. Westtall. Droadway.
W. A. Hyde, Broadway.

PHOTOGRAPHS & AMBROTYPES.
J. H. Easton, Ex \)ld\\‘l),
J. H. Whitney, Broadway.
Bonnell & Rohinson. '

PIANOS & MELODEONS.

G W. Lovejoy, at {reisingers,
J. 8. Knapp, Bank Block.

REAL ESTATE DEALEDRS.
Chadbourn & Whitner Bank bl'k
J. V. Daniels & o, B nadway,
0. P. Whitcomb ), Cudw House.
Browniug Nichols, Broadway,

HAT MANUFACTOLY,
T. Carroll & Son, Broadway.

WASHING MACHINES.

H. & J. Huny, Zumbro,
PUMP FACTORY.
Loren Dutton, Broadway.

121
BOOKS AND STATIONERY.
(teo. Head, Third-st.
C I Anderson, Broadwary,
MARBLE MANUFACTORY.
Delano Bro, Main.st.
TELEGRAPH OFFICE.
Miss J. I8, Halverson, operator.
GUN MANTUFACTORY.
L. H. Humason, Broadway
PRINTING OFFICES,
Rochester Republican,
Yochester City Post.
CHURCHES.
M. E. Church, cor Franklin & 5th
Baptist, Zambro-st.
(,onmeg wional, Zumbro,
Pxeab\ teran, «
]41)1‘\LU1)J1 “
Unitarian, Morion Hu‘i]
Universalist. \Jomt Tous
Cnmulic’ P eter's i Ll\
Luthe: dn rift h-u
WAGON & CAKKIAGE MARUFACTORIES.
Wm W ood Third-at.
S. 8. Metealf, adj. Glds’
0. Oleson, Broadway.
PLOW \L\\'r‘rwdmrn«“
T. R. RBusted, Zumbre-st
Nelson & Gunderson.
YANKEE NOTIONS & FANCY GOODS.
v. L. Johuson, Colivoe-st.
TOBACCONIST.
Chas. Schott, Broadwar.
" BARBERS.
AL H. Hollas 4, Third-st.
II VV Pld\ s
AL Belhle Basement Bank bk

.






J. H WHITNEY'S
FINE ART GALLERY,

ROCHESTER, - e - = =« =  MINNESOTA.

Photographs of various Sizes,
AMFRQTYE{’ES,

LOPY G ARD BHLARGING,
TOUCHING WITHINDIA INK, COLORING
and in fact everything connected with the art,
BONE AT SWORT NOTICE,
and executed in the latest and best styie.
P{)RCELAIN PICTURES wiLL receive SPECIAL ATTENTION.

ROOMS IN BANK BLOCK, ROCHESTER MINN.

J. H. WHITNEY






