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THE MINNESOTA VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

This society was organized at Morton, Renville County, Minnesota, 
February 2, 1895, and incorporated under the state law March 15 following. 
The first officers were: Hon. Charles D. Gilfillan, president; R. B. Henton, 
vice president; R.H. C. Hinman, secretary; T. M. Keefe, treasurer. The 
first annual meeting was. held May 10, 1895. 

The general purpose of the society is the preservation of the history of 
the Minnesota Valley, including the collection, preparation, arrangement, 
and publication of historical information, the marking of historic sites, and 
the commemoration of historic events connected with the Minnesota 
Valley. 

The present officers (June 1, 1902) are Hon. Chas. D. Gilfillan, Morgan, 
-Minn., president; Joseph Smith, vice president; R. H. C. Hinman, Morton, 
Minn., secretary; F: W. Orth, treasurer; R. I. Holcombe, St. Paul, Minn., 
historiographer. , 

All communications may be addressed to either the .president or sec
retary, and any information or suggestion· available for the purposes of the 
society will be gratefully received. 
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THE TR.ADIKG HOl7S,ES. 

The four t1·ading houses at the Red·wood A .. gency in 1862 
wPre those of Capt. Louis Robert. \\71n. H. ·Forbes. Nathan 
l\f ,-riek '-'t Co .. and Francois La Bathe. the latter a mixed-. , 

hlood Sioux. ..:-\..ll these stood ,vest of the principal ... .\..gency 
hnildings. La Bathe"s coining first, then l\fy1·ick's, just east of 
the big raYine. ..:\_cross the raYine to the nortlnYard. near the c._. ,, 

erest of the bluff. ,vas Fo1·bes·s store, and to the "West of 
Forbes's, about 150 ~-ards. "·as Rober·t·s. .All of the trading 
houses "·ere he·wed log buildings. l\Iyl'ick's "·as the largest 
in capaeity. Robert, Forbes, and l\fyriek had also Indian 
stores at 1.~ ello"· 1Iedicine .A.gency and ai. Big Stone I,ake, in 
the Sioux district. The fir1n of )fyrick 1..X, Co. ,vas composed 
of Xathan 1fYrick. his ln·other .. .:\nd1·e"· .J. )f Yl'ick. and S. B. . . , 

GarYie. 
On the fi.1·st day of the outbreak, ... -\._ug. 18. 1SG2, Capt. Rob

ert, :Xathan l\fyrick, and l\faj. Forbes ·were absent fro1n their 
stores. Robert ,vas ,vith the pal'ty in c-harge of the g-o,·ern-
1nent n1oney for the annual payrnent due the Indians, "·hieh 
party. in charge of Col. Clark ,,~. Thompson, reached Fort 
Ridgely at noon of the first day of the outbreak. Capt. Rob
el't ·was a prominent early pioneer of )[innesota, and for 
nearly twenty vears had resided at St. Paul. "·hei·e one of the «. ., ~ 

city's principal streets still bears his nan1e. ..:\. t one tirue 
he "·as pron1inently connetted "·ith the stean1boat interests 
of the X orth"·est, and as a n1astcl' of one of his Yessels he was 
0 ·iyen the title of ··eaptain." He "·as lar0 ·el'v eno·a<red in the ~ 0 V ~ 0 

Indian trade and "?ell kno"?n throughout the Indian country. 
1Vhen the outbreak began his store at the Lo"·er .Agency was 
and for some days had been in charge of ~loses :\Iireau. 

l\Iaj. Wn1. H. Forbes ,vas another prominent trader and 
leading citizen of the State. For some years he ,vas sta
tioned at :Fort Snelling as chie~ clerk under Gen. Sibley for 
the A.1nerican Fur Con1pany. He had been a n1ember of both 
branches of the Territol'ial Legislature, postmaster at St. 
Paul, etc. Henr~- Belland and his cousin Joseph E. Belland, 
and another n1an had the conduct of Forbes's store at the 
Lo"?er Agency, but on the first day of the outbreak Henry 














































































































































