
J.B. DREW, 
PROPRIETOR OF 

-DEALER IX-

Tlaraugh~H! 1n~ ~rib J~r1111 ad ~hartharn1, 
NORMAN COL TS AND HORSES, 

AND POLAND CHit~A HOGS. 
P. o. lff arsl1all, Lyon Co., :Binn. 

1\1, 13- DI{li~VV, 
.A. T ·""!:1 C> 1-=f.. 1'T E "Y" ~ T :C.. .A. '7V', 

If'ii·si"- ~.1<)1-'"'tga2--e Loa11~ a11d 
(_;<)llec.t.ions, 

1\1ARSHALL, 1'ilINN. 



WAKEMAN'S DRUG STOR.E. 
MARSH.ALL, MINNESOTA-

PREPARED PAINTS~ & WHITE LEA.D, 
LINSEED, CASTOR, SPERM A.ND 

LARD OII.J, 
Cheaper than a,ny"W"here else in to"W"n. 

ALL KINDS OF DlUGS AND SUNDRIES. 
None but the best goods. One price for all. 

PtONEER MlNNEOT A STORE+ 

N. W. L. JAGER 
Offers for sale at the postoflice store in 1\finneota, u. lare;e and carefully-select

ed stock of 

Antl is conticlent that he can make it p:ty all to trade with him. . Having been 
in trade here since the first settlement of the town, he thoroughly understands 
the tralte wants ot the community, and keeps a stock that all can satisty them-. 
selves fron1. Go and see him. 



OLE 0. BRENN A, JR. 

Is constautly adding to his stock, and now has nearly P-vorything you want in 
the line of 

Dry Goods, G1 .. oce1 .. ies, BGots and Shoes, Hats and Caps, No
tions, Clothing and Crockery. 

All bought cheap, and for sale at the lowest living profit. Trv his store, and 
yqu will continue to trade with him. 

------------ ----------------· 

I I I 

e 111100 -- :ea11s 1 ID~. 

I htn-P :,;1eeured the ag·t!ncr or t!tb lw~t of li:ws. and can now furnish all with 
I..~ .. ' • 

Tickets Drafts 

On all the princ·ipal pa.rtH of Europe at the very lowest rates. 

~J. I-I. FROS'"f, 1Vlit1neota. 



Book Store! 
··-· -.-··----- ·•· ----- --

. ";-:~'.:-~i-~~~7~-~,... 
~:__ __ --~-:_=-=- ---_ 
~~=.:1 ~ ... ·:~:-
f~e -• __ ,,· 

~:::;:-~== 
.--• 

Sewing machines, guns, musical instruments, confectionery, 
toys, school s11pplies, am11nition, fishing tackle, etc. 

KAYSER'S JEWELRY STORE 
Al"'V\'~avs has a la1---ge assortment 

OF 

}~verytl1ing- sold is strictly 
as revrE~iented, nnd auytl1ing 
not h1 fftocli "\Yill 1)e ordered at 
list prices. 

Repairing of ,Yatel1es, clock~ 
,jewelry, guns, etc. promptly 
attended to hy· eo1npetent 
vrorkmen. 

Marshall, l\tlinn. 



The Pioneer Store of Marshall is 

THE BOSTON CASH STORE. 

We carry a large assortment of 

-OUR STOCK OF-

DRY GOODS AND NOTIONS. 
JS lJNSURPA SSED. 

A large line of Boots a11d Sl1oes, on 
whicl1 we save our patrons 25 per cent~ 
spring stock for 1884 was bought cheap. Always go to the Boston Store 

to save n1oney. 

Respectlully, A. C. CHITTENDEN .. 



E. D.~ .A.LL::CSON, DENTIST, 
1\1.i: arsh.al.1, 1\1.1:i:n.:n.n 

Work done with all the latest improvements. Plate work 
in any style, filling and extracting without pain by the 

use of nitrous oxide gas. Sets of teeth fl1n1ished at 
bottom prices. 

FIRE, HAIL, WIND 

lffA.RSH&LL, 1'1INN. 

All tl1e best and safest companies represented by this agen
cy. 



HIS'fORY AND DESCRIPTION 

-OF----

LYON COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 

INCLUDING A 

FARM AND BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 

BY C. F. CASE. 

MARSHALL: 

llESSgNGER PRIN l'ING HOOSE, 
18e4 
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In presenting this small book to the public, its writer makes no claims to or
iginality or literary merit, offers np apologies for its short comings and begs
no leniency for its errors. lt is as near correct as we could make it under the 
circumstances. We have bacl the county canvassed by eight men, each taking 
a certain territory, ancl their work corrected by prominent residents of the 
seyeral towns. \Vhile it is next to impossible _to prevent minor errors in a 
,vork ot as much_ magnitude as that attempted in the map accompanying this, 
we believe the work here presented is as uear eorrect as it coulcl be made in 
th~ time give1i to it. 

The map has a present yalne which we hope will be appreciated, and the 
histol'ical and descriptiYe matter of the book ,vill grow· valuable as time brings-
its changes, ancl clis1.ance lends interest in the experiences of the county's pio-· 
neers. 









IDSTORY OF LYON COUNTY. 

--
In this unpretentious work we shall not attempt to connect Lyon County· 

lustorically with the Garden of Eden or trace back its geogra phical;relations
farther than the history ot the state which it ornaments. 

Prior to 1866 the territory which is now embraced by this and several other 
counties, was a part of Blue Earth county. At the date above mentioned the 
wild western portion of Blue Earth became lirown county. In 1857, Cotton
wood, Murray, Pipestone, Nobles and Jackson were taken out of Brown, and 
in· 1865 Redwo<>d county was taken from Brown. The territory thus taken 
em braced what is now Yellow Medicine, Lac qui Parle, Lyon, Lincoln and 
Redwood In 1869 Lyon coun·ty was subtracted from Redwood. It then also 
em braced Lincoln county which was taken from Lyon in 1878. 

Two Indian reseryations had been· establised within the territory of Red
wood county, one at Minnesota City in what 1s now Yellow Medicine county, 
the other six or eight miles east of the prel3ent site ot Redwood Falls. 'l'hese 
were called respectively the Upper and Lower Sioux Agencies. Through hu
manitarian ideas an attempt had been made to civilize and make farmers of. 
these Sioux. for ,vhich purpose houses had been built by goTernment, farms. 
opened and a very pretty system inaugurated. It resulted, however, in. fail
ure11 and the terrible Sioux massacre of 1862 killed all romantic ideas about 
the "poor Indian" and put a dead stop to immigration to western Minnesota. 
Prior to the massacre, settlement in this latitude had stopped at the eastern 
limit of the reservaticn, and only an occasional trader, who saw large profits 
in the exchange of poor whiskey and other poor good~ for furs, ventured far
ther west. · Three of these trading stations existed before the massacre within 
the section set off as Lyon county. One was at Lake Benton, one in Lynd an<l 
Lyons, and another at Saratoga in the town ot Caster. 
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As early ns 1:-;5, a1Hl probably a little Lefore that date, n. n1an hy the name 
of Lynd had a trading station on the RedwoC\cl river, probably on section 5 in 
Lyons, and on section 33 in L,nd as stated i11 the 8pecial histories of thc,se 
towns. Near that locality there ~ere groves of timber which made an at
tractive camping place for the S\oux. In those times the Indians found very 
little trouble in getting food, the stre"tms ancl lakeEJ abounding with fish, and 
there was plenty of game in the woods and on the prairie, besides the wealth 
of fur that was yielded by the many lakes in these parts. It is i probable that. 
these, the first settlers of Lyon county, so far as we know, lived as easy and 
perhaps as contented lives as the present settlers. The red pipestone quarry, 
which was holy ground to them, lay only twelve or fifteen miles from Lyon 
county as it now stands, and the Indian trails between that and the Minnesota 
river ran through this county. This section became an Indian tramping 
g_round, and the groves of the Red,vood and Cottonwood were familiar and 
frequented spots. 

At the time of tile massacre in 1862 there \Vere no settlers and no tradmg 
pol ts in the county. It 1s fortunate that such was the case. At lake Shetek 
in Murray county there was a settlement of whites who were slaughtered by 
the blood~thirstv saTages. Mr. Everett, who atterwards became one of the 
firm who first opened a. store here, was then living at Shetek. He was . shot, 
:a~d saw his wife a~d two children kille~ and scaiped, whil~ a third chtld_ a. 
daughter was carried off, but afterward rescued. Mr. Everett, after intense 
-suffering from wounds, e,caped and moved to Waseca. 

After the massacre much Pi the land formerly within the Sioux reservation. 
wa~ surveyed and thrown open for settlement. In 1865 emigration began to 
get across tbe l\linnesota. Red wood Falls and 1-Iinnesota City had settlers as 
soon as 1865, and in 1867 the settlement of Lynd in Lyon county commenced 
as given in the history of that town. Custer and Stanley received settlers · in 
1868 and that year and the next twu or three years th~re wo.s quite 3, rapid 
immigration that forever extinguished the hunting grounds of the Indian and 
rendered unto Ceres the things that were hers. 

The county ,vas evcryway fitted by nature for a rich agricultural section. 
The level prairie with its wealth of nutritious grass, the many streams and 
lakes, stocked with ..6.~h. the scattered gro-re8, and, above a.II, the deep rich 
soil offered inclucements that overcame eyen the fear of Indian fi.ckelness, and 
the home seekers of the east flocked to our prairies to plant here the germs_ of 
future agricultural wealth and advanced civilization. Before this the tide of 
immigration had swept across the states south of us; ancl though coming here 
a little later, it came rapidly, making a 1>opulous connty iq three or four 
years out ot tenantless piains. 
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The settlement ,Jf Lynd in 1867 was the controlling settlement in tbe county 

for two or three years, and bcea.n1e the county i:;ea.t when the count; was or
ganized in 1872. There was found the only postoflice or store· 1n the county 
till one was started in.1871 by \iVagner & Co. at Lake .Bente,~. This st?re was 
sold 1n 1872 to Dr. G. ,v. ,v11itney who before th!s had ·a store In Lynd in the 
old log house fonnerly uEed as an Inclian trading post. 

i 
The hrst settlers at Lake Benton were Wm. Taylor and Chas. Schiritle wbo 

·went there In the spring of 18ti8. The former was atterward lost and frozen 
to death in the blizzard ot Jan. 1873. In the same storm James Robinson and 
a Mr. Ebersol of Lincoln county, the latter from Lake Hendricks, we1e los1, 
and pedshed. The Itox family, from near Marshall w~re lost at the same 
time and three of them died as mentioned in the history of Lake l\iarshall. 
This is S$3id by old settlers to have been the worst blizzard experienced by 
whites here. Chas. T~ylor, a son of the '\iVm. Taylor who perished 1n this 
storm at Lake Benton, was a.fterwitrd lost in u. blizzard between Marshall and 
Lake Benton and was also frozen to death. ,vith the then almost unbroken 
prairie for many mlles nearly house.less and roadless, these terrible winter 
storm~ were likely to overtake those who vestured trom home, ~and to be se 
Clvertaken was extremely hazardous. It is a. wonder that the mortuary record 
of the county tor those early years does not show more deaths from freezin1 
than it does. 

The population of Lyon county was rather sparse in 1869 when the county 
was set off from Redwood county, though scant settlement had been started 
at Ma1·sball, Stanley, Custer, Amiret, Lake Benton, Lynd and the town ot 
Lyons. 

In Dece.mber of ~69 the governor appointed A. ,v. l\1uzzy, L, S. Kiel and E. 
C. Horton as comn1issio11ers. Owing to absences ot the commissioners which 

prevented a meeting no o.dicial action was taken till August 1870. The first 

meeting of the com111lss!uners was hcl:l Aug. 12, 1870, at L. 'l'ickner's, Upper 

Lynd. :iir. l\iuzzy was chosen chairman; H.. Holland wns ma.de auditor pro 
tem by t.he board, U. 1\1. Taylor electecl auditor, and Chas. I-lildreth sheriff. 
The board then acljournell till Oct. 8. E. Lan1b was then chosen e.ud1tor nnd 

the board prepared for the first county election by making the follown1g elec

tion precincts: 

Saratoga precinct, town3107, 110, range 40 and 41. Z. Icrguson and Geo. 
. . 

Rob¼nson were appointed justices and Joseph lVaguer, J·as. l\1itchell and Clar-
ence .Avery judg~s of election, which was to be held at the house of Geo Rob

inson. 
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Marshall precinct embraced towns 111 and 112, ranges 40 and 41, with W. 
S. Beynoldil and C. H. Whitney. justices; C.H. Upton, Jos,~ph Carter and L. 
Langdon, judges ot election, to be held at house of C.H. Whitney. 

Upper Yellow Medicine precinct was town 118, ranges 40, 41, 42, 43 and 44:, 
with Frank Nelson and Mr. Morse, justices. 

Lynd prt,cinct embraced towns 111 and 112, ranges 42 and 43 with 109 and 
110 of same ranges attached. A. W. l\iiuzzy, A. R. Cummings and L. Tickner 
were judges of election. No jastices were appointt,d. 

Lake Bei:iton prec-inct embraced the rest of the county. 
were n1ade justices and Wm. Taylor, Dan'l Williams and 
judges of election to be held at hou.:1e of Daniel Williams. 

Ross and Bently 
John Birmingham 

At the subsequent election the following officers were elected, 78 votes being 
east: 

Timothy Eastman, Joseph W a.gner and Daniel Williams, commissioners; 
Geo. E. Keyes, auditor; A. R. Cummings, treasurer; W. H. Langdon, register 
of deeds; Jas. Cnmmings, sheriff; A. D. Morgan, clerk of court; A. W. Muz
zy, judge of p1·obate; W. M. Pierce, county attorney; Jas. Mitchell, Sr., eourt 
commissioner. At a subsequent commissioners meeting in 1871 G. W. Whit
new was appointed superintendent of schools. The commissioner and assess
ment districts were made as follows: No. 1, all east of ransre 42. No. 2, range 
4:2. No. 3, all west of range 42. 

'l'he location of the county seat at this time was at Upper Lynd, at which 
place it remained for a.bout two years, when Lower Lynd, having stolen the 
thunder of its upper rival, took the county seat also. These were times or 
frontier experience to the few settlers of this county. The luxuries of lile then 
were few and far between only so far as an active imagination surrounded with 
a couleur ile rose the commoner things of lite. The elasticity or the b.uman 
mind makes pleasures out ot privations, and it is not improbable that some of 
tliese early settlers enioyed themselves better then than now. They were not 
here for immediate wealth, and society's demands wer~ not very burdensome. 

' 
Logs for houses could be had with little trouble, or if not, sod was always 

plenty. Firewood could be had tor the chopping, there then being no strin
gent laws against cutting on government land. The railroad grant was not 
then mu.de. Provision was not so easy to provide as very littie land was in 
cultivation and wholesale stores were nearly a hundred miles off. l\:lerchan
dise, what little was used, was brought trom New Ulm, St. Peter er Mankato 
by team, a long trip, especially in winter. If lutnber was ,vanted logs had to 
be hauled fiftv miles:to Redwood Falls, where there ,vas a saw mill. A saw 
mill was, however, in operation near Upper Lynd in the winter of 1869, which 
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afforded a great relief to the settlers of these parts. Going to mill for flou1· 
was as ba.cl as for lumber. 'l'he saw mill having· failed to be . very remunera
tive ·was changed to a grist 1nill niter about three years service in making- na
tive lumber. Fishing and hunting· in these early times were good, and trap
ping in sume ;>la.ces was a not unimportant source ot income. The lakes in 
the county at that time were the ho1nes of a good many tur anin1al~, includmg 
some of the more valuable furs. Trade began in a small way, first ·wiLh the 
Indians tor ponies, fur, feathers, &c. There were then plenty of Indians roam
ing around the county in the ea.rher years of its settlement, though they were 
always peaceful and anxious to trade what they had for what they hadn't. 
:E'requent dances at which P.yerybody knew everybody and formality was un
necessary and unobserved, an·-occasional meeting and Sunclay-sebool, visits to 
the store where the old settlers met to exchange lies and express admiration of 
Ellis s kicking mule, with the annual elections made up about all- the social 
history of the times. 

The first deal in merchandise that could without ·too dangerous a stretch of 
the idea be callP-d a store, was by D. }{. Taylor, who kept a stock ot goods al 
the P. 0. at Uoper Lynd, when he was po.stmaster from June 1868, for sale to 
the settlers. The next store was opened by G. W. Whitney. Ellis went into 
trade in 1871. 

The settlers of theso times were mostly men and their families who w<.re at
tracted here by the government otter of free land. Usually all that the law al
lowed was taken as claims, and the holders patit:ntly waited for the tidal 
wave of immigration to make their poss~ssions valuable. No verv great ef
forts at farming were made. The aim aud expected end of most of these fron

tier settlements was speculation 1n land. The publi~ lands of Iowa had b~ea 
swept over and the original holders made wealthy with no efforts ot their own. 
Our early settlers waited .for the same experience. Some of them are waiting 
yet. Many of them lett comfortable homes farther east and melted away their 
small wealth nourishing the hope of coming opulence. Some have partiall1 
red.hzed those hopes, and some have got off their uests without any 1ncubation 
and gone l~rthor west to speculate anenv, or back east to tell the hardship! of 
frontier lite. The natural hope of the Lynd settlements was thnt they could 
keep the cou=ity seat, eventually become a raihoad town, and thus gain the 
advantages attach eel to su Jh conditions. Their locadon near the center of the 
county on the Red woou river aucl in the best groves of the county seemed to 
make this probable, and it ought to have been so. But the In.nd gra!lt to the 
W. & St. P. R. R. of all the odd sections for ten 1nile.s each side the reafil 
wherever it should be built, was an u1ducemcnt to make the road us long a& 
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possillle ancl to run it where it would take in the b13$t lands. Instead o·t run
nni.ng a11ywhe1·e !lea,r in a straight line ,ve£t it theref,)re rt\11 northwest from 
one corner of the co1111ty to the other leaving Lynd ten miles or so south of tl\e 
ron.<.1. This broke up the metropolitan prospects or Lynd, at lea.st until some 
oth~r railrou.d shall reach that localitv. The railt-oacl reached the RedwoOll ., 

1·i\·er in 1872 and the next Jear a Yot~ was taken to di ville the county, n1aking 
the west three tiet·s of towns 1nto Lincoln county, .N-n<.l to move the county 
seatfron1 Lynd to l\Iarshall. By this tilne seltlen1ent hacl scattered all ov-or 
the county, and Lyncl was no h>nger able to holcl its former political influenee. 
The fact that Marshan was centrally locatecl and on the railroad, the only 
railroad point of any importance in the county at that time, toget-hcr with the· 
combiuation made hy 1\Iarsha.11 with t'1~ west end ot the county to make a new 
county seat, outweigl1ed. t-he claims ot Lynd, and though the old settlement 
made the best fight they coult.l, there was a majority in favor of 1·emoval ant! 
Marshall became the capitu.l of the nP,v county of Lyon. The vote cnst ·at tlus 
election on the question of removal was 397 for, !)9 against. 

The election of 1872 left the following countv officers: 
Auditor, 0. C. Gregg; treasurer, A. R. Cummings; register oi deeds, \V. 

H. Langdon; sherifr, J as. Cummings; clerk of court, A .. D . .1\Iorgan; · judge of 
probate, Orin Drake; county attorney, W. ?ti. Pierce; court commissioner, Jas. 
Mitchell; supt. of sebools, R. Wait; county surveyor, T. "\V. Caster; coroner, 
L. Tickner. J. \V. Blake oJ 1\larshall was also elected rcpresentativ~. 

The politics of the county prior to the county seatremovo.l in 1873 was u.bout 
f~ur to one republican. The removal made a division of parties here. and the 
Greeley mo\"'c oomirg on at that time was endorsed by many for111e!" republi
eans. 

ln the can1pa.ign of 187'4 a people's party was formed which put in nomina
tion the Jollowing ticket: 

0. C. Gregg, auclitor; J. W. Williams, treasurer; G . .M. Durst, register; L. 
Turner, attorney; ~..,. Holritz, clerk; J. }I1tchell, Sr., judge of probate, T; W. 
Caster, eoroner; J. N. Johnson, court commissioner; C. L. Van Fleet, sur
vevor; T. \V. Caster con1n1issioner 3d district and J. S. G. Honner of Redwood 
}'alls, senator. 

'fhcre were453 votes cast in the county giving the following returns: 
For senator, J. W. Blake, 274, J. G. llonner, 169; auditor, 0. C. Gregg, 

248, S. Truax, 20,1; treasurer, J. Rouse, 213, J. ,v. ,vnlia.ms, 229; sheriff, S. 
\Vebster, 252, H. Tripp, 197; register, S. G1·osb~ck, 193, G. 1\1. Durst, 149, ,v. 
Clemens, 06; attornt,y, ,v. \Vakeman. 210. L. Tt1rner, · 197; s\u·veyor, C. L. 
·van Fleet, 360; clerk, 0. H. Dahl, 82i5, }". Holritz, 92; jUtlg;e of probate, E. B. 
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Jewett, 26-:i; J. Mitchell, 180; court commission~r, J. N. Joh~son, 1' i'5, C. A ... . , 
Edwards 149; coroner, D. M. Taylor. 199, T. W. Caste", 127; commissioner 1st: 
c.listrict. Jas. ?\litchell Jr., 97, Jones 18; 3tl distr.iot, H. T. Oaldantl, 90, T. \V .. 

Caste1', 25. 

Thi~ election was cari·iell through with consiclera~le acrimony, the begi11-
n1ng of which was the county scat fight, and enmities were n1ttd} that wero 
seyeral years appearing- 1n county politics. Since that time the vote ot the 
county has been l~rgely republican on general issues and important offices~ 
with two or thre~ slips of a local character and fron1 local causes. In 1876 · 
the district, though h,rgely republic~n, elected J. \V. Williams of i\l'arshall who 
wns born and brecl a democrat, to the oflfoe of"represontative. This was o,v
ing to a partv divi.:)ion in Lincoln county, the repnhlicln candidate! J. G. Bry
an, not being populur. County o1lices hav-e n.lso occ!1sional:y been HUe<l by. 
democrats. 

GHASSIIOPPER YEARS. 

The settiers of Lyon county had become · numerous enou~h by lHS-l~ :u,.1 :~g~ 
riculture had become fas\1ionable enough to lrn.vo by the assessor.~' r,•p1. r:s. 
4:245 acres ol wheat sown in the county. Thi_s at forty b:i5het~ to th;J :tJt'J, the 
n.th·e1'tised yield which t!1is coant_y was subject to, W,Juld h:n•e m:1.,fo the f:u·n1-: 

ers of the county well fixed, anti have opcme cht consi<lcr:ib_lo busin?.S:i tor gnth1.: 
cle,·ators, &c., if there bad: not been a new aftliction i11 the ge1·m th:tt was lles-

incd to cloud the the sRy of western l\Iinnesottt and check the immi•""ra110·11 0 .. 

111ovn1eent now in full deYelop meet. The l"itilro::ul ba<l bro·.1ght rna.ny of the-
con1fort~ of lite, had given the earher scttler.s nei,g-hbor.;, n. good mn.l'ket :ind 

the atljnncts of civilization_; the first hardships ot' pioneer life seemed passing. 
away, ancl hopes of a prospP.rous future buclded and bloomed 1tnder the stimu-: 
Ins of the growing boom, and Lyon county's glorious destiny was aln1ost ma~_ 
itest wheu fron1 the fa.nd of the west wincl can1e the omnh·erous bopper. The. 
crop of Lyon county was reduced to an average of not n1uch above ten bushels-. 
per acre during theYisitation ot '74. The south part of the county was rnther· 
ba.tlly cut, and other portions wore visited enough to frigl.itc~ the settle:•.-, · and. 
raise a bn.rriei· to imniigratiou. 

It was thought, when the hoppers left in July that no eggs l1ad be(!ll Jeft be-
Jund, and hopes were again ra.isec~ that this ailliction was at an end. Fun 
crops were sown in the 8prin~ of 187;j, though they were sown iu tlle shndO\"'f' 
ot a great fear which soon became realizecl. In many places eggs hatched out,. 
but the loss from hon1e-brl'd grasshoppers was small comparecl with the de-• 

struction brought later by the flying millions from the western. hatching: 
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grounds. A few weeks before harvest time the air was tilled with them, and 
the grain fields also. Plarts for destroying them ,vere devised, published and 
tried, but it was like _sweeping back th~ tides or the ocean, a never failing gup
ply ieeming to be beyond us ready to take the place of those destroyed 
itany settlers gave up the fight .and sought the means ot living farther easi. 
State appropriations were m~de tor the destitute , andlthe government made 
laws enabling settlers under homestead laws to lea ye their lands without for
feiture of theit- rights. This act, though undoubtedly in many cases a medium 
for fraud, was a great help to many worthy settJers and savecl lands that must 
otherwise have been lost. Bnt the loss to the county in tne stoppage of enu
gration and the permanent deserti,,11 of set~ers was _very ~eat. and it clid not 
recover from ihe effects of the grasi;;hoppe1· · raid for several years. These pests 
coming from t.he batching grounds on the dried up slopes of the Rocky .Moun
tains came in_searob offcod, and stopped when they found it. The country_ 
east of us was very little hurt. and it is impro_bable, even should a series ot dry .. 
years again occur to cause flights of hoppers, that this county will again be 
reache.d. to receive severe damage; as settlement and cultivation bas no,v ex
tended west of us beyond the Missouri river." 

Lyon county, however, lived through this period of insect afflictions better 
ihan moet of the counties around .it. Very litt1.e state aid was asked for or ta
ken he1e.. The people were poor, to be sure. and_ s~me bµsiness men · failed 
trying to carry ~asshopper auff'erers. County orders also beoan1e ot slow sale 
at sixty cents on tbe dollar. This last, however, was as mm,b. the result of ... 

former bad expenditures as. anything else. A debt of about. two thousand dol• 
l-1s bad been saddled onto the county for mostly useless county books-, by th~ 
artisbo m~nipulation·of a St. Paul agent and the igaorailce ot the county's 
needs on the part of county commissioners. This with other expenses had 
multiplied and increas~d until it later. became necessary to bond the county for 
aome fifteen tbousan~ dollars, and ~ rigid reform was inaugurated with a de ... 
termination to keep receipts and expenditures equal, Sino~ tliat reform the 
debt ~r the county has only been increased some five or ten thousand dollars; 
and was this spring deemed light enough to safely cover with a $40,000 bond 
'Yoted in aid of the Duluth, North Sho1·e and Southwestern railroad, wbicll 
bond, however, has not yet beenlssued. and is under an injunction suit. 

With in the last t'ew ·years a ·1arge immigration has SWt,!led the Jlop11latfon of 
lie county to neu.rly 7 ,00~, much ot the railroatl lancl has been sold, and all the 
~o~ernment land taken and largely proved up, so that the county_' s revenues 
will hereafter be much larger than lleretofQre. 

This, however, is a historical digression. · 
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In 187 4 ~ gt·ang;e or Patrons of Husbandry was organized tJy the farmers of 
the C'?unty ,' but nev'!r accomplished much more ·than ordinary farmers" olub1. 
A.·county agricultur&l society was also organized, and the first fair held at 
Marshall. It was said to be a verv respectable county fair. · The society held 
fairs yearly after that with. the exception ·of one or two grasshopper yed, 

~ . . . 

when it had nothing to show, and has now leased a permanent fair ground and 
put up buildings in Marshall f~r fair purposes. 

An eyent of '74, also was a grand reunion of soldien at Marshall, at which 
it was ascertained that a large part of the claim holders of the county had 
been ~oldiers. This el~ment now support,s a large G. · A. B. post here. 

AN INDIAN SCARE. 

Two or three families of Norwegians !bring near .Medary startt!d this scare iii . 
J nly ot 1874, and were pro~ably the victims ot a practieal joke. They "came 
to Lake Benton· with the .story that Fort Wadsworth~ 1ixty. miles f~m Lake 
Kampeska, bad heed captured by the lndiaus, who h!Mi, massaQ.red 200 whites, 
·and we_?e 011 their way to Lake Benton were thay might be expected ·nest day . 
. ~ . . . ' \ . . . . . . 

That Flandreau was in :ftamts and everybody :fleeing before painted savages. 
Stich a repo:rt, seemingly well backed . up, created a commotion at Lake Ben-

. . . . 

~Ii and Marshfield. Se~eral families _Jled to Lynd, others held a council of 
war at Marshfield, and remained... John Snyder and Mr. Taylor finally deci
ded to end the uncert~inty by going west, . and bravely rode to 'Flandreau, Ii 
miles. There everything was quiet and no Indian war had been heard ot'. The 
return of Snyder an,d Taylor ended the scare, and, without doub1:, brolight a 
feeling of relief to everybody. 

It had been so arranged that most of our c~unty officers were electe~ in the 
even years, and the election of 1876 made the following .. chane:es in county ot• 
ficers: 

Register of deeds, C. L. Van Fleet; sheriff', J. A. Hunter; judge of probate 
and county attorney, D. F. Weymouth; court commissioner, E. Lamb; coro
ner, J. A. Coleman. · The other co1U1ty officers were continued in office. · Gor
don ,vatson had been electecl cou&tv commissioner the year before. 595 votes 
w~rc cast in 1876. · 
, · Two things occurred in 1876 -that quickened the public· pulse somewhat. 
Gold was dis~overed in the Black Hills and an Indian scare occurred. . The· 
former pro:ved to haye son1e substance to it, but th~ latte?ir turned out to bo 
wholly a shadow .. ThiR -shadow over in Dakota fdghtened one or two there 
who can1e to Lake Benton with a, rumor that the savages were again on the 
war po.th and alter white sca\ps. This report frightened a t'ew and~ust a little 
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disitubed a good many. Some left home ;incl sought safety in the tbwns. En
quiry howeyer proved 1t all smoke, and the public mind soon settledJnto t.be 
old channe.ls, and the grasshopper question beca~e more talked about than 
Indians. There was no reality out of which to builtl an Indian scare fer this 

section except vivid imaginations, 

The political events of 1877 were the election of E. St. Julien Cox to the of
,fice or district judge against Alfred Wallen, and J. \V. \Villiams as represent
ative against J. G. Bryan. The defeated candidates were republica11s in this 
ease. Williams was a resident of l\'larshall. 

The election of 1878 made the following changes in county offices: 
I 

Treasurer, G. A. Jacobson; register, W. 1\1. Coleman; attorney, A. C. 
~orbes; surveyor, H. L. Coats; clerk of court C. E. Patterson; county com

.missioner, G. '\V. Link. 
In 1879 there were 22,4_00 acres of wheat sown in the county, but the crop 

-:was injured by blight as it was everywhere in the state. Lyo11 county this 
_year, howeve1•; took the first premium at -the state fair for an exhibition of 
_grains. 'l'here were also 2,500 bead of cattle shipped from the.county, show
.1.ng that ~tock raising had not been forgotten. 

Bishop Ireland this·year bought _nearly ten thousand acres, mostly in West
erheim. and Grandview for a Catholic colony, bt~oke 2,200 acres and established 
..quite a ·colony fr~m the old country. _ 

The assessed valuation or the county was now something over a n1illion and 
..a half. 'fhere were 60 school di$tricts, n1ost of which had summer and winte1· 
schools. The county had fotu- flouring mills, one in Marshall a steam mtll. 
Everything was in prosperous shape and the county favorably known abroad. 
,qrherc were 420·car loacis of imn1igrants' movables r~cei,ed at the stations in 
the county during the year. 

'fhe election of 1880 elected A N. Daniels, register of deeds; S. V. Grocs
"bcck, coroner; V. l\I. Sruith, surve,or. The commissioner districts ha.d bet,n 

I ., 

'1.~eorg;anizcd, mu.king five, ancl Jonttth!\n O\ven, 1\1. C. Humphry, Fred Holritz, 
.;;J'as. J\Iitchell ancl E. L. ~tarr \Vere ele~tecl: 

, 

~he census of the county taken this year by the U. S. gave Lyon county.- a 
population of 6,242. 

The wheat crop of this year was a very good one, 35 and 40 bushels to the 
• • 

ac1·e being claimed in several cases. 
In 1882 a spirit of political unreqt ha.d taken possesion fJf the public mind, 

and th.e usual convention proceedings tailed to satisfy lt had become by 
precedent ~nd l'ract1ce a sort of understanding that the Scandinavi.,ns were to 
elaim tb.e office of county u·easurer and N. W. L. J p.ger was nominated at the 
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c011nty convention. Treasurer Ja@obson, who had been in office before had, 
however, been found some $400 short in his . accounts ancl to have run the_ of
fice very loos,ecy. A prejudice against Scandinavians as treasurers, caused the 
c~lli~g of an inclepenrtent convention which nominated R. M. Addison for 

. treasurer. Some other chane;es were also made in the ticket, but the con,en 
tion fell into a quarrel, and the democrats issued another ticket, with J. W. 
Williams for treasu1er, 1\1. E. Mathews for attorney, and D. F. Weymouth for 
ju~ge of prob_ute. There were thus three tickets in the field. Before the fir~t 
convention a desire to put in ne\v officers all around had show11 itself ~~J ha(! 
been worked upon by interested parties. so that the regular 1·epubhcan nonii
nees were largely new men. The district fight that fall over the office of sen
. ator between J. W. Blake and V. 1\1. Smith had been a severe one, and the 
winning of the nomination by Blake hacl some political peculiarities ft.bout · it 
that left a divi.deil party in the county and much enmi~y. The election, th.ere- · 
fore was a spirited and so,mewhat ·ugly one, resuliing in the election of the fol- ' 
lo wing ticket: 

·Auditor, Jas. Lawrence; treasurer, B. M. Addison; sheriff, J. F. Reniore; 
register, R. D. Bumford; judge of probate, J. F. Brown; t1.ttorney. A. C. 
Forbes; clerk of court, C. E. Patterson;· cuurt commissioner, D. Wilcox; coun
ty commissioners, Hugh Neill and Geo. Carlaw . 

. L. A. Gregg was elected school superintendent in 1888. 

A VIEW OF THE COUNTY. 

Lyon county has twenty townships as wtll be seen in the map which accom
panies this book. \Yith the-ex3eption of a small portion along the ,vest hne 
which is cut by the co1~teau range, there is very little waste land in the county 
and its ag;ricultural resources are _ fully up to the best section of the west._ 
With fertile fat·m l~ccls, and an abundance ol meadows of wild grass, ,vhich 
-for nutritiousness holds its own with tame grass, makes the county one of the 
iavored spots of south western Minnesota for farming, stock growing or dairy
in_g, and its prairies are fast becoming thrittv farms and prosperous homes • 
. Several streams, which in the west c_ome p~operly under the head of rivers. 
:fl.o\V through the county~ None of them ~re navigable however in low w ater 
Lakes dot ihe topography here and there, and the combtnation of rolling prai
rie, n1nning streams and beautiful lakes makes a landscape that fascinates all 
beholders w.ho see it in its summer glory. 

Immigration has been rapidly :flowing in till the government land is all ta
ken up. There is yet considerable railroad land for sale, and some or the 
lands of private individuals, taken on ~peculation and othetwiEe, can be boug~ 
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from 14: an acre upwards according to nearness to towns. Most of the streams: 
havcfgi-ove~ of timher on them; the Re~w~od, south of Mars~all, and. the Cot-
tonwood, in Custer and Amiret, having considerable timber: . . ' . . 

.. •. '. . I . . : • 

·~wo 1·ailroads D:OW run·across t.tie county, shown on the map, and o_ne f1•om 
northeast to southwest will undoubtedlr be ·built this year. This is one from• 
Duiµth.to Yankton, and will offer a competing_ market.that wiii greatly help 
producera ·here. One other from Iowa, . ·a b1•annh of thG.Rock Island sys· -
tem, is projected through the county to join the lines ot· t he company north of· 
us. This will give more direct access to the low a coal :fields and cheapen_ that. 
1rodt1ct. · 

WINTER STORUS. 

The greatest bugbear, probably, connected with western Minnesota and Da
kota in the minds of people who know ot it only by report, is the northwest-
era bliz~ard. -We- dQ not. here intend to rise as a _detender of the blizzard. It 
needs no defender, being. usually able to take care ot itself. The winter storms.: . . 

ef the northwest are ~vere, and. the blizzard is a variety of storm unknown to 
eastern sections. Several deaths have occurred 10 Lyon county from t~ese 
storms. In the winter ·01 ·1s12 ·and · '"IS one occurred which· is said. to 
'have ~en worse than· anything or tha kind since experienc~d. In Lyon coun
ty :there were six persons that perished m_that storm~ .. Three of the Fox fami-
ly, Wm. Taylor, James Robinson -and a man by the name of Ebersold. Settle-

. . . . 
ment at that time was sparse, but there wa~ c~ns1d"'rable suffering and loss of· 
stock jn nonseq'.llence ot 1t. The winter of 1875 was also one of frequent and
terrible storms. Mr.- Pie1-ce of Lynd, father ol the Pierces of Camden, was. 
lost while trapping, and afte!Wards found dead. Henry ·Gibbs of .Fairview was. 
also frozen to death in one of the blizzards ot thtEJ winter, and ab:>ut this time 
Chas. Taylor, son of the Wm. Taylor frozen to death in 1873, also perished in 
a. blizzard. In Oct. 1880 a severe snow storm visited this section that did 
great damage on account of its coming unexpected Iv and so far ahead of sea-• 
son. Considerable stock peris)?,.ed in this storm, but we believe there was no• 
loss of human life. The to1lowin£r winter was one of heavy snows and fre
quent blizzards. No trains ran from Jan. to April and the fuel supply failecl 
in mid-,vinter. The roads ,vere almost impassable and the little wood that. 
could be obtained from the Ly.rid woods was high-priced and green. The win
t~r was oue that the settlel's will long remember. Hay ancl oats were burned 
where they could be obtained, but there were some families who could riot ·ob• 
tain even hay. Other things also ran short ancl the . settlers on the froii. tier in, 
tbe winter of 18 30 know what extreme privation is. A young man by the 
n:1.nie of Kiel ancl an Icelander were tL·ozen to death ne·ar Minneota tbh or the 
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..sulsequent winter. In 1888·two death& occurred near }larshall in a February 
.storm, Mr.. L. C. Htldreth, an old settler of Lyons. attempted to go · hom:e 
from a, neighbors one night in a snow storm, but the storm turning to a bliz
_zard he lost his \Vay and w:andered all night t~ near lBalaton, 'whe1·~ he was 
fo1;1nd· dead alter the storm. lluring the s~me storm a :Miss Eliza· C~in at
tempted_ to go home from a neighbor's near An>iret and loRt her way. She 
wandered with the storm during the night till.frozen and was found dead on 
tlie prairie at the close of the storm. 

This _is a record that we dislike to pu.blish, but it IS a part of our county's 
history. More extensive settlement of th{? county, the planting of groves and 
a. better knowledge o.t the characteristics of these storins Will. we hope, pre-
vent future accidents of this kind. Aside from a very few of "these storms, 
.sometimes none during the winter, our wmters are accompanied with less suf-
ferlng than those of countries east o~ south of us. Being always dry. and 
,healthy, the winters of t!lis section as a whole are not· a serious brawback, or . 
much to be dreaded by those who are prepared for winter weather. 

RAILROAD "STATIONS . 

. . 

MINNEOTA. 

The most westlerly st~tion on the north branch of the C. & N. W. lines is 
. . 

Minneota. 
The town was laid out by the railroad company in 1878 on section 25 of 

Eidsvold. A store had been opened. near here by H. D. Frink who also kept 
the P.O. from 1872 to 1875, when it was transferred to N. W~ L. Jager, the 
present occupant. Mr. Jager opened.a store in 1874: and moved 1_t to the pres~ 
ent site et Minneota in 1876. Thi..'I was the· first store on the site. The same . . 

ye~ T. D. Seals opened a store there. After the permanent establishment of 
the station by the railroad comp an v, business gradually drifted in till the vil
lage is now one of four or five hundred population,. ,vith all the usual branches 
· of business represented. Minneota is an . incorporated village, has a good 
school building, a Catholic church, two grain elevators wiLh ten l1or5e engines, 
clepot buildings, &c .. , and is on the high road to prosperity. 

The business record of the town 1s as follo\vs: 
N. W. L. Jager. general merchandise. 
Hanson, Bros., hard ware ar.d livery, fur11itt1re .o.nd machinery. 
T. Hanson, dry goo:ls nnd groceries, &c. 
T. D. Seals, " ,. 

Ole 0. Brenna, " ' 
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Theo. Rye. hai:d ware anti tinware. 
-Wimer Bros., drugs. 
C. Kenyon, farm machinery. 
Frost & Peterson, groceries 
Davidson Bros., Bank of Minnc<?ta. 
J. C. Peterson, agent for Laird & Norton's lumbar yard. 
L. C. Porter, elevator, Wm. Davidson agent. 
Van Dusen & Co., elevator, G .. N. Lee, agent. 
P. Ferguson. hotei. 
Tony \Vinters, harness maker. 
Geo. Mantel, boots and shoes. 
Sa1n Leeland and Arney Rye, blacksmiths. 
Swend Peterson and ,v. Rester, saloons. 
Dennis Cahil, grocery. 
Dr. Seals, meat ,narket. 
G. A. Dalman, feed mill. 
Doctors Wim1r, Ranniger and Sa.nder3on. 
J. R. Sm1tf1. depot afent s.nd telegl':.tph operator. 
The Porter cle·ntto r b1ught in 1883, wheat, 125,000 bushels; barley, 1,000; 

oats, 15,000. Co~.l sold, $2,000; flour, $3,000; salt, $600. 
Van Dusen,s elevator for 1883: bought, wheat, 150,000 bushels; barley ,-

2·,500; oats, 4,000; hides, $1,200. It soltl 40 tons of hard coal. 180 tons soft 
2,5 O cords of wood, 70,000 pounds of fl.o,tr. 

' 
The Bank of JHinneota. of which Wm. Davidson is president, A. D. David-

son vice president, A. D. n·aviclson cashier, reports paper ·on hand for collec
tio11, $150,000; exchange business, $200,000; capital stock, $25,000. 

There were L!,911,508 pounds of freight receh,·ecl at the station. in 1883, and 
9,609,815 llounds forwarded. 

The Minneota wind feecl n1ill ground in 1883. 15,000 bushels of' feell. 
Laird & Norton's lumber yard reports .sold in 1883, 1,000,000 feet of lumber, 

1-iO, 000 lath, 500,000 shing!es, 20,000 brick, 450 barrels of lime, 100 bushels of 
hair. 

This shows so111ewhat the busi11ess of the town. Its fi1tnre prospects a•3 the 
sea.t of the Catholic colony are Yery promising. 

GHENT. 

In May 1878 tlle village of Grandview was laid out by }Ir. Jacoby. In Apri 1 
of that year J.P. Ray erected n store budding; and. occtipiecl it as grocery •. 
The b11s1nes wtts not however a success, and the store was closecl out 1n Oct. 
ef that year. The postoffice was establish~d in June 1877, with J. lU. Vaughn 
:P. Ai. l\[r. Vaugl).n put up the tit-st grain warehouse, and. bought ,vheat fo1--
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Van Uusen & Co. · The pos_totlice was kept in Ray's store till the collapse 
,vhen it was moved to Vaughn's house, two miles northwest, where it was kept. 
till 1880, when it was 1·emoved to the tC\wn site of Grandview. In 1880 J. F11i. 
gen, c.,ne of .. the Irish Catholic CC\lonists, built the .second store, but soon failed. 
R. F. Laythe, built the third store in 1882, occupying it with goods for Olot-· 
Pehrson of Marshall. He was also made P. M. · In 1882 the R.R. Co. built a 
com1nodions d_epot. Mr. King was then agent. Van Dusen & Co. built an el
eYator the same year. 'John Fodness was then agent. till the fall c>f 1882, when 
Joseph Letourneau took his place. About this time the nam~ of the postoflice 
and station w,.s changed to Ghe11t by the Belgian colonists. M.r. Loranger 
,vas R. R. agent then for a tin1e. In l\iareb. 1883 Laythe solcl fout to Ca.pis
ti·and & Souch~ra y, Catholic colonists. Mr. Soucberay · bought his partner's 
interest 1n·June following. In Dec. 1883 E. Paradis bought the Fagen store 
and openecl a stock of goods. .Hr. Story ran a hotel there for a ~ime in 1883, 
and a black~mith shop was run. 

The settle1nent of Ghent is largely by Belgian ancl French colonist&. With 
the Rettling up of the vacant lam.ls around Ghent, it will become of much more 

importance, 
Al\IlRET. 

This ~tation, about ten mi!c$ east ot 1\Iarshall, was locatecl on its present 
site by the railroad company in 187-!. Two years prior to this they had had 
a switch about; a mile southeast of this. antl luul c:.illed the station Coburg after 
,vm. Coburn who st;.utecl a store on section 32 in 1872. He was also post-

' master. The station has not 111ade Ycry rttpicl strides toward a villa.ge yet, ancl 
nt present bas only one store, kept ~y Ivir. Kolly. SeYerttl stores have at dif
ferent times been started there, but the settlement prefer to clo most of their 
trading ut l\larshall ~ntl Tr:.ir.y. '\?au Dnsen & Uo. Im.Yd au elevator there, the 
1·ailroa.cl co~pa.ny has a f~dr clepot, nnd t11e town has a good frame school 

house ancl a few- buildings. 

BALA.TO~. 

In Oct. 1s-;·9 the village of Balaton was It-lid out ou the northwest Ciirner of 
section 23 on the sotJth side of Lake Yankton, a.nd on tb.e line ot the Dakota 
Central ra~lway. The \--illttge hP.s three generttl stores. one hardware store, 
one blacksmi~ha.ntl wagon shop, two hotels, onu elevatoi·, one warehouse, lum
ber yard &c. Davitl Bell was the fit-st to go into business having built a store 
8oon alter tbe village 1>lat was made. The bnsrh.ess 111en ot Balaton.arc: 

N. A. Se,nde1·s dealer in hardware anll n1a.chinery. 
A. Parker, " generttl 111ercha.ndise. 
,J. ) . Moore, " "' . . " a.Pel clrug.s. 
J. B. Gibbons, ·' ·' " and postn1aster. 
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H. H. Stevenhofler, wheat buyer for Winona .Mill Co. 
N. Zechus, wh,eat buyer for Seafield & Co. 
L. Campbell, justice of the peaee. 
w. H. Davy, constable. 
A. N. Daniels, notary public and insurance agent. 
W. Ham, proprietor ot Balaton Hotel, now leased by C. S. Riley. 
E. D. Bartlett, propnetor of Lake Ayent1e Hotel. 
The village is very pleasantly situated on t'!le lake &horc.l, 1s in the midst of a 

·wry rich farming section, and with the filling up of the country ';.>f imm1gra
.fma will undoubtedly become a thrifty and populons village. 

TRACY. 

The r~ilroad sta.tiou was moved in 187 4: from Summit. across the county line 
ia Bed.wood Co., to its present site on se~tion 28, and named Tracy. The town 
,\"as laid out by ~he railroad compauy. H. N. Joy moved a frame t.uilding_ 
11·•• the farm of E. L. Siarr in the fall of that year, and Oi)ened the .first store. 
Its location was on the corner of Front and Third stl"eets. ~he Commercial 
laalel .was commenced the same year by H. H. Welch, who ran it till 1879, 
wlaea.itwas 

0

bought by its present propnetor, M. D. Gibbs. E: O.-Brauns and 
~. f.. Daris 1~d stores in 1875. J. M. War~ell.lopen_ed ~ fornitu~ store and 
~~r yard m 187.~. In 1878 J. L. Craig, ~ho had b~en depo~ agent to~. two 
-~ op_._~ed a livery stable. D. H. Evans_ a hardware s~re, Iverson ~ -~huri,i 
.a pneral •~ore~ _and Dr. C. M. l'erro located there. In 1879 Chas._. Boha°'•• 
-~-• _drug s~re, J. J. Hartigan a salo~n, F. E. ~lory a jewelry sio~. 
~ $elek a wagon shop~ l. A. Waldon a meat market, Chas. W. Mun _a law 
,elice and~- W. Kutchin started the Tracy Gazette. At this time the Dakota 
:Oatral rai~oad was bu~t weet from ~racy to Volga. The next spring ~he U. 
~ ceaans gave the villl\:,ue a population of 822. · About thirty buildings ware 
pd up in 1880 and 1882. The village was incorporated in 1881. A fine brick 
acltool building was built in 1880, costing ,6,000~ lt has four depai;ments, 
Uat-eeof which now have schools. In 1888 W. 14. Todd, who had been 1n the • 
lllet"C8dtile business there for a year or two, bought the Gazett•, and changed 
its a.a.me to the Trumpet. · The R. R. Co. tound the obtaining ot water suficjent 
k railroad purposes an impossibility by sinking w&lls, .and 11a ve lately built an 
aqueduct to Lake Sigel. The improvements of the R. R. Company since re
lllOf'~og the division there from Sldepy Eye are quite extensive, and the villao-e . . " 
II.as assumed a. position of importance as a railroad town. lt also bas ·a U. S. 
laad:offlce. The present business of the town is shown below: . 

General stores-Pattridg:e Bros., J. P. Davis, R. E. ijughes, Wa1ren & 
Owens; [yerson &Thuriu, A.H. Perrr. 
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Groceries an( crockery-Gauerke, Weber & Co. 
Clothiag-Jacobi Bros. & Co., John Shea, 
Jewe~ry and drugs-C. L. Bohal'nan, F. E. Mallory. 
:Meat inarket-1. A. Walden, J. W. Pc>tter. 
:Millinery and dressmaking-Stenernagel & Carrie, Warren & Inmau. 
·Ha~dwa..-e-D. H. Evans, H. Stafford, J.E. Clark~ N. Beaeb •. 
·HoteU-.:.M. D. Gibbs, Neil Finch, B. · :K. Oowle·s, -Murphy· & McDonald, Lu-

1011 Bi,,i .. A D. McMasters. 
'Livery..:._~indsley ·&-Fitch, J. L. Crail, John Germain . 
. Laundry-Ching Kee, Mary Otis. 
S~oemaking-J as. Harshall, Henry Heine. 
~ailo~g~H. Alexander, P.A. L~mberg. 
Barnesi~Wagner & Co. 
Wagon maker-John ~elck. 
Blacksmi~Paul ·Hangen, John Glynn. 
·Noyely at.ore-H. F. Seiter. · 
Bai..k; ot Tracy-Jessup & Co.· . . 

Barben-Jackson & Seiter,- H. A. Bates. 
Bestaurants-0.'" J. Gardener, Mary Leavett. 
Fomiture--.J. lL Wardell. 

· Lumber-Wardell, Beach & Co. 

llachinery-S. D. Peterson, Marlette and Lloyd, D. H. Evens. 
.. -. . ~ . . . 

~levators-Van Dusen & Co.~ W'hitten & Judd, Winona l\lill Co., .D.& a 
Evans. 

Coal-Van Dusen. S. J. Randall; 

Saloons-J. J. Hat tigan, Fred Lehman, Martin Hose, O. Anderson • 
• 

Beerdepots-A.ug. Schell, O. & J. Michel, Hartiga!1 & Armstrong. 

,vholesale liquors-E. H. Roach & Co. 

Physicians-C. M.. Ferro, Mrs. L. F~rro, S .. Sw.Jones, H. M. Workman. O
E. Case. 

Attorneys-C. W. Main, Van Bask.irk.& Brown; J.ohn Lind, also rec,eive-ror· 
U. S. land office. 

Tracy Trumpet.-W. M. Todd. 
Shatiog rink-Welch & Davis. 
Postmaste1·-E. 0 .. Branns. 
Photogi-aphs-W. I. Carver. 
Painters-Manuel & Cogswell. 

· Express agent-I. E. Segur. 
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MARSHALL. 

The first settlers 011 the territory now occupied by the village of lVlarsh all 
were·C. H. Whitney and C. H. Upton, wllo came here in 1869. Wb.it,ey took 
these¼ and Upton the nel-- 'l'hey first built sod shanties, the remains of 
which can yet be seen. At that. time there wu.s~l.ittle to indicate it_s present 
conditions. •r he river was here and so was an Indian trail from Lvnll to Reel-., 

wood FaJ..ls. Outside of these advantages, the present town site was only good 
farming land. Nov. 24, 1870, the first birth occurred, that of Fannie Whitney. 
The first death was a daughter of Jas. _Armstrong, ot SQarlet fever._ In 1872 
the Winona & St. Peter railroad was located throt1gh tb.e township,' taking in 
section 4, and immigration rapidly set in toward tlli~ point. A townsite oon1-
pany was formed, consisting of J. H. Jenkins. J. H. Stewar.t, J. W. Blake, W. 
G. Ward, railroad civil engineers, and C. H. Whitney, who owned part of the 
land.in the proposed site. The vtlhige was laid 0ut in August 1872 in the cen
tral part of-section 4. Milo Morse and Mrs. U.S. Stone held the sw and n,v 
quarters by goTernment claims located in 1870. The sw was bought of Morse 
.and the south half oJ the ne of Mrs. Stone · 

The first house on this original plat was the sod hot1se of Milo Morse .near 
·van Dusen's coal house. I~is stated in the history of Lake Marshall township 
that the first child born was a child of one of the Billin1t9'. The Billings cbtld 
was the Jlrst m the originally platted village, and · subsequent to the birth of 
:Faiinie Whitney, the first in the township. The first store buil~ing was the 
one now _occupied by J. G;eodwin as .a, carpenter shop and_ belonged to Addison, 
Everett & Co. It was put up on Main street in the center-or what is now Third· 
.street. 

The fall of 1872 saw the completion ot the railroad to this point, and found 
·the following men here in business: Everett & Co., D. P. Billings, J. A. Cole
.man, general stores; W. M. 'fodd, lumber yard; Dani~l:Farquar, blacksmith; 
Wakeman & Pierce and E. B. Jewett, attorneys. C~ H. Whitney built a ho

·te1, part of the present M.etchants' Exchange , in the fall of 1872, and was over
-whelmed with guests. Du1ing the tall of 1872 and the spring of 1873 a hay 
:stack even had value as a lodging place. The railroad men slept in the lee 
.side Qf a ·stack as a r:ule, and three in a bed was a condition of opulence and fa
·voritism. During one rush for hash at Whitney's hotel the :floor broke down, 
filline; the potato bins in his cellar full of hungry guests. In these early days 
1t is said Chere were also fleas, and many stories of midnight mise1·y· are told, 

. ' 
most of which we never believed. 

During the winter of 1872-73 a school was taught in Todd's lumber oDice. 
G. H, Darling began the school, but it was lnished by Walter Wakeman. 
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The winter was a harll one, the railroad, as usual in the early years of our 
· history, 'Yas blockaded most of the winter, and seve'ra.1 ,vent east tu escape the 
lonesomeness of this kind of exile._ The spring of 1878 brought them all back; 
howeyer, and with _them a rush of new settlers. 

~ohn Ward was R.R. agent for a time.· M. E:'V\tilcox was telegraph oper
ator, but s~on ·became agent 1n place o{ \Varel. Daniel Wilcox opened a black
smith shop. "\\? akemu.n & Groesbeck, a physician~ opened a drug store, 

• 
Wakeman became postmaster. In August of 1873 J. C. Ervin mol"ed a plint-
ing omce here from Dell Rapids, Dn.kota, · and started the Prairie- Schooner, 
the name oi which was suggested by Gen. Pierce. In its columns at this time 
we finli" the following here in business in addition to thq~e above mentioned: 

C. ,voodbury, Ma,rshall House; P. Van. Zant, Travellers' Rest; J. F. Met
calf. blacksmith; _H. S. Adams, ,vagon shop; J. P. \Vatso:n, hardware store; 
Mrs. E . .Bu1·rall, miliiner; A. 0. Underhill, contectionery, &c.; Langdon·· & 
Laythe, lumber yard; J. W. \Villiams, bardivare; J. Hagley, meat market; 
Turner & Loope, lumber, furniture anll machinery; 'E. Faller photographs; _J. 
W .. Blake, agent of towns1te company. C.H. Whitney burned a kiln of 85,-

• ·ooo brick"this season. The kiln was at the northeast end of Third street.- The , . 
·Congregational society put up a building for a church on Main street, the one 
now owne:l by Geo. E. Johnson. ·rhe public scllool was taught·there bf Miss 
D. Wheeler, now Mrs. G. M. Durst. W. M. Todd went into partnership with 
Coleman & Co~ L. N~chols opened a livery. H.J. Tripp was in the machine 
business. A Masonic lodge was formed. J. F. Reichert built his brick block . . 
of two store buildings in the fall of this year. 

In 187 4, Kendall, s mill was buil~ Biake started a cheese factory, B. A. Grubb
opened a harness shop, Groesbeck solll his intereAt in the drug_ store tQ Whit
ner, who also became P. M. · The store and postoffi.ce were burned in Dec. 
L. F. Pickard ran a tin sbop, A. Bean was a lurhtuing .rod agent, II. M. Mar
shall op~ned a furniture store and b~1ilt· a grain [warehouse, C. A. Edwards· ran 
a lumber yard, Fuller & Co. a feed store, D. F. ,veymouth a law o:ffi.~e, Lock
ey & Yates became a firm for masons, work, J. Goodwin & Co. builders; Dr. 
Burgoyne arrived, a brass band was organized, ?\lt;1,rceyes and Reichert _being 
its managers, Rev. Galpin, assisted by Rev. E. Goodman condt1cted the }I. 
E. church, and Rev. Simmons the Cone;regat1onal society. Alexander Sanders 
was killed by lig~tning in Augnst on Norton Bilbng' s place. A dramatic so
ciety was formed and the play of the People'·s Lawyer successfully_ produced. 
A literarv societv was• also organized. . 

·The spring of 1876, having been preceded by a winter of much snow, opened 
with a flood. An 1ce gorge was formed below the village, anct the lower parts 
of the town were under Wllter so Jn\tch that sever~l families had to be helped. 
out· with boats. 
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The Prairie Schooner was sold this year to the wri~r of this book, · and the
name: changed in September-to the Marshall Messenger. The· octa~on part of . 
the- present llchoolJhouse was built in the spring, Addison & Tripp formed &

:macb1ri.a· partnership, I. t>. Farrington opent:d a general store, Joe Sears a. shoe 
shop, Dr. Newell a dentist• s office, J. A. Hutchins a· blacksmjth shop, Whitney 
& We~ster. an insurance offi~e·. Everett sold his interest in the .~tore to Addi
son ,, Mott. Geo. Nichols built a brick ·buijding, now the ~9urt room. A dou
ble .brick block was built by me.rshall, Coleman & Co. and C. F. Case at tile 
Jiead of Third street. 
· jii 1876. we find among the new business houses, Keyes & Blake, blacksmiths; 

P. F. Wise, fartn machinery; O. Pehrson, general merchandise; Burgoyne & 
Jewett, drags, which afterwards tell into the hands of C. M, Wilcox; Edwards, 
fee~lmni; ·B.·F. Jellison, shoe shop; I. BurraU, carpenter; M. M. M:arshalJ, 
~t-ogs; B.· Gibbs and D. Crowley, meat markets; Mrs. Clemens 'and l\lrs. ·un
~er~ill, inilline~s; S. J. Wat~ins, ma~hinery; H.B. Gary, Edwards and _Addi•~n ~ M.ott had grain warehouses. W. l\t. Todd bought out Coleman and op-
erated the store alone. · 

ln 1~77 ca~e E. H. Puffer, who sold his goods and · disappeared like tlie· 
m~rningdew,·so much ahead of his wholesale men. D. '·Bell went int,o the h~ 
tel. W. M. T~dd sold out to C. ·B. Todd, w:ho took W. B. · Lynn into part~er
~~~~ anda.fterward·failed. M.. E .. Wilcox bought out the bankrupt stock of I. 
P. lfarrington's and a.fterrunn~ngJt a year or so, also tailed. • l). McIntyre 
~~nt D:1to partnership with J. Aiadrews (in furniture, McCormick opened a 
meat market, C. A; Hask~l a gunsmith shop, Horton & Ham1ltqn a lumber 
yard with,W. H. 'fodd agent. 

1878 saw Bennett & Hunt in the .sale of blooded horses •. Hunt afterwards 
bought-the hotel which Bell had been trying to run. A. C. Chittendan bought 
the Todd stock and opened a store. Griswold & Hillyer put in the Wisconsin 
store. Thos. Watson bui~t and opened ·the_Marshall House. McNiven Bros. 
stated a livery sta,ble. Drs. Pel'sons, Andrevr and Hot1ston, and attorneys 

. . . 
Chittenden, ]torbes, Seward and Gove located liere O. A. Tracy opened . a, 

furnittn·e store, was succcecJecl by 'l'hos. Wookey. Jewelle1·s W .. H. W1ight, ,v .. 
C. Kayser, and J. Lohmiller ~ere in business. Aldrich & Houston bought out 
l\Iarshall's drug store. Owen & Dibble opened the Bank of Marshall. The 
Messenger block, six brick stores, was built and occupied by Lyon Co. 'l:Sank, 
Schutz & Kyle, clry goocls, }::!. L. Healy, grocerie3, S. Keyser, ·clothing, C. M. 
Wilcox, drugs, J. H. Snyde1·? books, &e. The last was bought by C. F. Case 
in a few weeks, antl clothing store soon passed to Chambers Bros. E. D. Allison 

-_also occupied rooms as a clentist. Three briek yards. were run by C1·ooker, 
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Whitney and Lockey. L. Lavake opened a ml\rket, having been displaced u 
R. B, agent. Robt Waldron also opened a store, · 

In 1879 we find Laythe & Tripp, machinery; F. Weikl~ and Lohmiller, Jnlr
ke~s; J. W. Blake lumber yard; F. S. Wetherbee, store; J. F. Remore, machin
ery; King & Wakeman, drugi:t; W. L. Watson, machinery; Youmans &: ·co, 
with M':.. Sullivan, agent; Mathews & Andrews ·aud M. B. Dre\v, attor11eys; E . 
. J. Hamson, m~~ble-cutter; La.ythe & Pehrson, store. VanDusen & _Co. built· 
an elevater. Todd & Edes started a second paper, the Lyon Co. News. 

By the census of 1880 the village had a popu.J.aticn of . about 1,000. · Som~ 
-changes have since occurred Blake bull~ an extesive wind ~t mid, whi(?h · 
was traded to Geo .. Welch, blown to pieces in the bhzzard of Oct. 1880, and, af
~rwai-d burned. It was fullv insured, howe,er. John Berry ·built __ a large 
.steam miJI, and ran it a few months, when it was also b1.1med in the winter of 
1881. A constant sh~~e~ ~f fi~e trom it came.near b~ming ·the whole town·. 

T~e first religious. servines in the village were by_ Bev. E. H. Alden of W~-
. . . . . . . . .. · 

,eca in 1_872, in a tent every other week. Between tim~s the tent was ~sed for 
a saloon. 

The village was incorporated in 1876, b~t & ~e~ec~ive ~harter caused ,a .. sec--
. . . , .- . . .. . 

.ond in_c~rporation in 1881. The inco~oration inclu4e_s sections 4:, 5, and 9. 
. . . . . ·. , : . . .·. .. . . . . . . ' ,. 

The ~arshal~ E1chool is now a graded school with four departments ·and 
about 200 1>npils. 

There are two church buildings, Methodist and Congregationa,, the latter a 
·fine church. · 

The county owns three. btlildings in the village, t\Vo offices. and one used for 
a court room. 

The Marshall postoffi.ce in a Presidential office. . \V. Coleman succeeded 
W~itney in 1875, C. F .. Case followed in 1878, and S. D. How in 1883. 

There are 17 two story bnck buildings and several fine residences. The W. 
-& St. P. B. R. Co. have a general land othce. 

The population of the town is mostly American, and i.:itellectually and so-
. . 

cialJy the equal of any community in the west. 
The stores in the village mostly carry excentienally ilarge stocks of goods, 

and are doing a prosperous trade. The present business of the Yillage ·is as 
follows: · 

MERCANTILE-A. C. Chittenden, J. Schutz, F. S. Wetberhee, 0. Pehrson. 
Edwards & Co., ge11eral stores; E. L. Healy, Humphrey & Ga,], J. \\r. Wil
liams,· groceries and croekery; J. P. Watson, R. M. Addison, (har<hvare 
and machinery; Youmans Bros. a11;d Horton·Lumber Co., lumber; Louis Janda 
boots and shoes; C. M. Wilcox, W. Wakeman, A. B. Sweet, drugs; S. Bnt
turff, furniture; W. C. Ka)ser, books, stationery anti tobaccos; M. Hooker. 
-stationery and tobaccos; Mrs. Hillyer, mi1lin1:1ry; J. Pricae, John Russell, 
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:Mrs. Hicks, bakery and r~stanrant; Fred '\\1 atson, harness; W oodruti &· 
,Vilber and F. Weikle. meat msrkcts; Parsons & ,Vise, ~xclus1ve clothing;. 

TRAD:Es-E, J. Harrison, marble cutter; Arthur M. Nichols, R."B. Vonder
smit~, B. Vosburg, painters; J. McGandy, photographs; ~- H. Gibson, Geo. 
Heinmiller, C. J. Price, R. Curtis, blacksmiths; S. Marshall, ,vagon maker; 
J. B. :Murray, 0. C. Philips, barbers .. 

- . 
PR0FESSI0NS-C. E. Persons, J. Armington, A. Poaps, pbysi9ians; E: D. Alli-

son, dentist; Forbes & Seward, M. E. Mathews, M. B. Drew, .,1) •. F. W cymouth, 
E. B .. Jewett, E. A. Gove, attorneys;· Revs. J. B. ·Fairbank .. Congregational, 
and J. W. Powell, Methodist; G-eo.1\1. Durst, Miss Mikkelson, Miss Downie, 
Mrs. Durst, teachers. 

l\11scELLANE0Us-Messenger, C. F. Case; News~ C. C. Wh1tnev; elevators, 
Van Dusen & Co., E. Frick, ae;ent; Porter Milling Co., ,v. A. Ilunter, agent; 
T. King, grist mill; L. Nichols, liv~ry; ,v. Keith, ,v. Simmons,' H. Hoyt, h~
tels. Geo. E. Johnson, cattle buyer; B. ,vright, wind feed mill.; Peterson & Co., 
tailors; D. G. Stewart, sewing machine ~gency; C. 1\1. ,vnc~x, express agent; 
H. M~ Burchard railroad ·]and agent; T. A. ,voodrt-df, railroa.d agent; . Van 
lVinkle, telegraph operator; Chas Kent, collect1on agent. Straight & Co. have 
a large creamery. Woodbury &Frick, own a skating rink . 

• 
Having the county seat, on·e railroad, and a pretty sure prospect ot two otfr.: . . . 

ers, Ma1shall's future is as bright ns that of any town in western l\Iinnesota. 



TOWN OF LUCAS. 

In the north-east corner of the county, and bounded not1,h by Yellow Medi..:... 
eine and east by Redwood counties, lies the town of Lucs.s; ~ rich ~crricultu
ral district, and one of the 'fairest and best of Lyon C~unty's tw~nty townshipF-. 

The ideal Minnesota town, in the minds of tho!le who have paid attention to 
the topography of uur state, is one where rolJing p1·a1r1es and sp~rkli-~g 
Jakes alternate with ~requency, thus giving, as i~ were, a dappled scenery no
where found in such perfection as in the Gopher State. Lpca~ is one of thor& 
towns.'· While the prairie is mostly ~ry, arable land with occasional -finp. mead
ows of rich native grass. frE,e from sloughs al!d swamps, the. water supply of 
the town is ample witho~t permanent rivers or creeks, in its n1any be'\otiful lit
tle l~kes which are scattered over the whole area of the town. There are sev
en clear-water l~kes of respectable size, with high banks, dry. bE,aches-, well 
stocked with fi~h and the resort of thousands of water-fowl, furnishing va
~e.ty and beauty to the prairie scene1·y, and unparalelled attractions t.o the set-~ 
tler and the Rport..qman. · 

In section S lS Sham Lake, not very large, nor very d~ep, bot a prel-ty· little·~ 
body ot water. In sections 4, 5, 8 and 9 a much larger body of water is follnd;. 
called Cottonwood Lake, from several large cottonwood trees on tbe-·-east etHl: 

'.fhere is also a grove of timber on the no1·th shore. In section 1 t 1s Lake. ... 
Hamre, named from E. 1'. Hamre, a· settltr near it. It bas a little timber,on, 
the south side. In section 17 a small lake is namect Lake Susan on the· rail
road maps, but ~ailed Bogus Lake by the Luca.sites. On section 20 l!'Dci~t is-.. -
Lady Shoe Lake named from its supposed resemblance to' that article.- There-: 
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• some ti~ber on the north side. In section~ 28, 24, 25 and 26 Lady Slipper 
~ake, somewhat .the shape of the last named, but lArger. sleeps amtd banks 

.:k1·• pf timber. Just why the larger should be called 11. slipper and the small
·•:r· a- shee is one of those curiosities ot nomenclature that no fellow successfully 
tries to find out. In section 86 is ~chool Grove Lake, getting its name, proba
•1y from its being on a. school section and having a grove on .its east end. 

These lakes are not, like the lakes of the_ . country south of Minnesota, sur
:mauded by .swamp, but have b~aches of sand. gravel ~nd stone. · There is us
wally a 'deposit of boultlers a.round a part (?f them. The lakes, too, make very 

.. fiWe waste land. Luca.s has scarcely anv waste land, but is · considered one 
•f the best towns for agricultural purposes in the west. The W. & ·St. P. B. 
.lL~ ~ appreciated this fa.ct to such an extent that they fixed the pr!oo of • their 
Jnds..ia this town higher than ·in other towns equally distant from the ratlroad. 
Smee- then they have withdrt1iwn from market about half their lands there, 
RSE ning, for purposes best known to themselves, the land in the northeast 
-blf el tile town. 

'1'lae OIOpS ot ·Luo~ have uniformly been good, even in grasshopper years. 
llr. B. H . .Price states that his lowest average of wheat, even in those tbn~s 
was nine bushel& per ac1 e. In 1883, according to the assessor's return,, there 
were 2~187 acres of wheat sown, 698 a~res of oa~s, 862 acres of corn, 127 M_rea 

... o.t bBley,. 20 acres of potatoes. aud other crops sufficient to make up a total 
aen.ge under . cultivation of 8,418. By the same r~port the town had 19~ 
mileb cows, 163 sheep w1t11 a yield of 1,268 poun::ls of wool, These last fle:u,res 
-were considerably £ncreased du1·iog ~he summer of 1888. There are 18_2 acres 
oif&nst tree.J planted and growing, and 817 rods set out on highways. Thia 

• :,romfses-weill for the f_ntore fuel supply of the towa, and it is an industry that 
will be more largely entered into in coming years. _The benefits ~f cultivated 
timber on our prairiesF both in furnishing luel, ~eaotifying the la.rm and en
.lancing real estate values, is becoming better recognized and acted on each 
ItxtY. 

The ebief obstacle to the rapid settlement an4 development of Lucas hereto
fo::~ bas lain in its distance from railroad markets. This bas been consider&• 
blv eYerloc,ked because of its superiority of soil and lake attractions, and the 
-~own makes a good showing in its farm and bome improvements, but with a 
»1?:~r :m.ilroad it would ha-re been much more sought after and have made a 

J.Due~h better record than it has. This w11.nt of the town is now in a fair way tG 

l)e rt>medied. A line of rnih-oad from the south via Worthine;ton and Tracy 
-was given a preliminary survey in 1883, a.nd will probably run into or 
.. ,~rf neu.r Lucas. This is one of the projected lines ot the Rock ls land system, 
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and will probably be built to a nOl'thern connection with Fargo hf t'he way or 
Big Stone Lake: If built soon it must in all events, greatly benefit ·Lucas bJ" 
givin1t it a nAar market and better facilities for settlement • 

. The postoffi.ces of the settlers of · Lucas are V 1neland, Wood Lake, Silliards ia. 
Yellow .Medicine Co. and Marshall. Sham Lake postoflice was kept up. for 
1ome years by M.r. R.H. Price who also formerlv had a store there, but tile 

• 
kouble of running it ove~balanced its benefits, and it ·was discontinued aeme-
two or three years ago.S 

The town· has no native timber except that on the lakes before mentioaelw . . 
and most of the fuel is bought in Marshall, the trading point for the town. 

Settle~ent was first made in Lucas ab?ut thirteen years ago. In J 11ae .C. 
1871 Wm. H. Slate1' and R. H. Price cam«:\ up from Olmstead county and mot: 
the first claims taken in the town. . Mr. Price built the first house, and is atilt 
a :residen~ of the town. Mr. Slater removed to Pelican Rapids. Duriag tlte 
same year All~nd Christianson, Peter Olias_on, E. T. Hamre, H. Dahl and J"as.. 
Wardrop took cla,ims and settled· in the tolVn. Other settlers soon tollowei., 
and the question of organizing and naming the town began to be diSClllleCL 
In 1873 a.n orianization was secured under the name of Canton. This na•~ 
though seemingly a good one, was .11ot satisfactory, and it wa.s changed to Li.~ 
bon, another good name, b~t no more satis_fa()tory than· the first. The nanae ut · 
Koe, after one of the supervisors, was then tried, but was again cha.nge4 t• 
Lucas,. which name seemed tor,1tick. · 

· The hrst town meeting, held Aug. ·5, 1878, resullell in the eleotion of the f,,1-
lowing as the first officers of the town.: 

Jas. Wardrop, chairman;_ O. H. Dahl and John Moe, supervisors; R. lL 
Price, clerk; N;T. Dahl, assessor and ·treasurer; T. S. Norgaard and P. lL 
Dahl, justices; R. J. Benjamin and Geo. Anderson constables. 

In 1878 the cause of education was proved a factor or the public mind by tlte 
opening of the first school taught in the town in a small building bllil.t h_y ll. 
H .Price on section 2. The teacher was Ella Willia.ms. 

The•first child born tu the town was Albert Erwin, Feb. 27, 1872; t~e -lrst 
marriage that of D. R. Burdotte and Alice M. Price, July 16, 1873; the first deatlt 
t!iat of a son ot John Krog in winter ol 1~73: 

The first sermon preached was by Rev. Joseph Williams, a pastor of flu:. 
United Brethren society. How much of the seed thus sown fell on sto&tr 
ground or by the wayside, we h~ve no means of. accurately mt,asuring; &at 
there arose an ~wakening of interest in the S\1bject of the latter end of •a.a.
early in the town's history, and there were soon formed two church ore-aniza-
·tions. the Norwegian Lutheran and the United Presbyterian.· Rev. J.. l!m.D.-
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ker, a foreign.missionery for some years, had charge of the former society; and 
:Bev. B. McCullough of the latter. · 

Th~re a~e quite a num her ·of Scotch settlers in Lucas, largely from Canada. 
:.:8.Dd Nova Scotia. In the north part ot the town there are .several Scandina
,via11s. There are also some German settlers and a good . many Americans. 
'!.fhe farms generally are thrifty, and the farmers prosperous. 

' -
The settlement is principally on the even sections, having been largely to.-

-ken as ioT"e111ment claims. The odd sections, belongin~ to the W. & St. P. B.. 
'8. Co. by a land grant, have not yet receivtsd many settl~r, though considera
l>le land has been sold. 

The present tpwn officers of Lucas are Ole Hattlestad, chairman; .robn lie
Lennan and E T. Ham.re, supervisors; E. S. Reishus, clerft; J.C. Gray, treas
--urer; .. J. _A. H. Dahl, justice;· Chris H. Dahl, constable • . , . 

'fhe settlers of Lucas are distributed as follows: 

Sec. 2. West hall is owned and occupied by B. H. Price, who has a fine 
.f'arm on Sham Lake. Iver Nelson occupies the west half of the east half, and. 
:N. Nelson lives on the north east forty. 

See. 4. E, S. Reishus has the w,st half; Aarrestad brothers, the northeast 

'it!U~rter. 
Sec. 5. L. P. Aaberg has the nertheas~ quarter. 
Sec. 6. G. Anderson,·northeast quarter; J. A.H. Dahl. southeast; N. Boe-

lVold, northwest, M~ Rosvold, southwest. ·• · 
Sec •. 7. J. H. Anderson bu a torty in northeast quarter. 
Sec. 8. c. H. Dahl, northwest; A. Barstad, southwest; A. Anderson, soutla

~ast; ·Mr. Conrad, northeast. There is also a school house in this section. 
Sec. 10. P. Eliason, southwest; E.T. Hamre, southeast; A. Ohristiansoa, 

.~ortheast. 
Seo. 11. Has asohaol house near the center. 
Sec. 12. F. Stroscha1n, northwest; Jas. W ~rdrop, southeast; T. Bell, nortll

.-east. 
Sec, 14. J. Johnson, northeast; A. Miro, southwest. J. W. Blftike has the 

,:northwest • 
...sec. 15. A Slette in northeast. 
Seo. 16. J. Medboe, 80 in southeast; 0. 0. Reinholt, in northwest. 

Sec. 18. Ole Hattlestad, south\vest; M. T. Ness, northwest. 
Sec. 22. ·H.J. Meilke, northwest,; J. Krog, southwest; ·J. A. Smith, nortlil

~ast, C. .l'etei-s~n, southeast.· 
...:Sec. M. J. c~ Lines, south weHt. 
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Sec. 28. J. J. Hunziker, east halt; C. Kartowitz, east half west half; F. G. 
Strosohein, Jr., west half of west half. . 

Seo. 28 •.. J. McDonald, south quarter; J. ~- Gray, 320 acres, west. 

Sec. SO. Jas. Galbraeth, northeast; John Bonniman, nort}lwest; .Robt. 
·ChalmC!rs, southeast, J. C. Townsend, 80 in southwest. · 

Sec. 81. John D. Smitb, southwest. · 
Sec. 82. Robt. Cummings, northwest; Wm. Stewart .. southwest; John Mc

Lellan, northeast; 1hos. Chaimers, southeast. There is a school.house on 
north line of 32. 

Sec~ 84. Jas. Cruikshank, 240 in northwest; Jas. Robertson, southwest, 
Geo. Bussell, southeast. · 

Sec. 36. ·:e. Schlemmer. has a farm in this sectton, the re!t is school land. 
'The last assessed valuation of Lucas was 154.140. 
'There are three school districts in Lucas. Dist: No. 19 embraces sections 1, 

·f, S, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. it had 84 pupils by last school report. ·1 Diat. N;o. 
1:6 embraces sections 4, 5. 6, '1, 8, 9, 16, 11, 18. It has 19 pupila reiM)rted. 
~e rest of the town ·is in district No. 41. Each district has a school house. 

The projected line of the Duluth. North Shore & Southwestern B. B. nma 
through the town from Dorth to south. 



TOWN OF VALLERS. 

The town ot Vallers is town·11s. l"ange 41, and is b_ounded north by YellQw
M.edicine county, east bv Lucas, south by Fairvie.w and west by Westerheim. 

The first settlement in Vallers was made by Johannes Anderson on section· 
6 in 1869. 

The town was surveyed earlv, but the surveyor neglecting to make proper
m«:>unds, the sta~tes were mostly burned down by prairie fires, and Aettlement in 
the town was, without doubt, delayed considerably by the faot that the se~-
'lion corners could.not be found. 

In 1872 Ole O.Brenna Sr •• Michael Knudson a~d A. l\ilalde located farms~ 
I 

and in 1878 N. L. Jones, N, M. Fiske, Isaac ulsen and perhaps on~ or two oth-
ers took up go'f'ernment land in the town, anrl efforts were ·made to get an or
ganization. It could not be effected, however, till 1876 when t-he first town 
officers were elected a.tan election held in 0. Brenna,s house. They were, . S 
W. Laythe, chairman; Jobu Anderson and l\l. K. Snortnm, supervisors; Ole·. 
o: Brenna Jr. clerk and justice; Ole 0. Bt·enna Sr. assessor. 

The report that the first school wn.s taught by J. L. Robinson is i.ncorrect in 
the sen~e of a public school. He taught a private school on his claim in 
1879 tor the benefit of his brothe1 's and sister's children. The first public· 
school was taught by Miss Lavina, Day in 1880. A school house was built the 
same year on the north l~ne of section 2 9. 

Church services were first held in 1877 at the house of Ole-0. Brenna bv Rev • 
• 

:Kriud T~orstenson, a Lutheran, and a church society was soon after organized •. 
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·. The first birth was John Anderson in 1872. The first marriage was that of 
,01e O. ·:Brenna Jr. and Anna Ol~on, Dec. 28, 1871. · The :fint death was that 
-of Ole J. Engen in August 1877 •.. 

· Tbe·onlyposto:ffi.ce in the town is atOle 0. Brenna,s on section 4. lt wu 
-established soon alter the settlement of 'Mr. 0 .. Brenna, who bas been- posi. 
master since its estabhshment. The name of the office, by some misspelhng9 

became Brenner and so rt!'lnains. 

The name of the town hss undergone a simila-r change, probably from. the · 
same cause. The Norwegian word Vala, meaning a valley, was intended· 1!,>r _ 
it, given by the O. Brennas, we understand. But as the name was not plamly 
-written or properly spelled 1t was thought to be Vallers, and so naaed. Tw 
one familiar. with the topography of the town the appropriateness of the name 
does not instan~v appear.. Drained by Three Mile Creek on the sooth line 
and the Yellow Medicine on the north, the town of Vallers occupies the high 
land betwAen these two water courses, and is about as· tar remov~d from a 
valley as any point in the county. The name may however have ~een inwnd-
ed as a reminder ot some vala in Norway. · 

~1le town of Vallers is a town of e:sceptionally good soil. Eveeything thu 
grows in Minnesota will do well here." 

There were in 1883 1,115 acres un4er cultivation of which 773 were w.,_e&tj 
:281 oats; 85 corn 19 barley. 

There were at the &f\me time ·6s acres of cultivated trees and 240 rods oa . 
highways. 

Valiers bas two organized school districts. The northwest quarter of the 
township constitutes No. 56, with 19 pupils reported, There is a school 
house on section 8. The southwest quarter ef the town forms district No. -ia, 
with 11 pupils reported.. School house on section 29. The east half ofthe. 
town ts not yet organized. 

The last assessed valuation or the town is 829,782. 
The town has at present no t-rading point, Matshall being its market town; 

but the proposed railroad line from Duluth to Yank.ton will undoubtedly 'give 
· the town -a station at or near U.s southeast corner. 

The Yellow Medll·ine river cuts the north we~.t corner of the town and Three
Mlle Creek makes a bend into its i:;outh tier ot sections. 

On section 29 and acljoi11mg ·se(,t.ions ~here is a large mn.rsh, called the Big 
Slough, whi~h is the home of thousands of water fowl and the resort of s1>orts 
men in proper season. 

Considerable ,;tate land; mostly university land, is Atill v:1cat-1t in the to,vn. 
and the Southern Minnesota R.R. Company have some ser.t1ons thert' ,•.ill u 
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10ld. Tb~ make 11, vacant trut of countl')" through the central and • eastern 
port.ions that the inhabitants ~ould like to see settled. Tile town of V allera is 
aettled mostly by Norwegians, who are, as ·a general thi~g, thriftily located. in 
eomfortable homes and on good ta~ There are one or two Iceland tami
lies. here, and m the south part of i1.te township a few Americans have take• 
farms. . The settlers are locate~ as follows: 

~tion 2, se G. 0. A&mat; sw H. Olson;" nw A. S. Malde. 
Section 4, nl E. Varpnes; ae M.. :knµdson; sw Ole 0. Brenna Sr. 
Sectton·e, el ne 4ndrew O. Andel'Soll~ nw Jo~n Anderson; sw Ole Ander• . .. . . 

aon; se O. A: Anderson. 
· Section 8, e½ sw T. ·Tosten.sen; .se o: J. Ullen; ne Ole O. Brenna Jr. 

Section 12, nw E. S. Boti; se J. ·Boti. 
Section 18, sw I. Olsen; nw K. Osnes. 
Section 20, nw O. H. Miller; sw C. O. Hovde; ne S. Thon; se R. .H .... kjold.. 
Section 21, nw K. S•enson; ne Ole Lende. · 
Section 26, ne H .. Solberg; nl se H. W. Throop; sl se A. Baldwin; nw J. L. 

Robinson. 
Section 28, nJ S. H. Thorsness. 
Sect.ion· SO, ne Ole E. Borthus; nw M: •. O'Tool. 
Section 32, sw N. L. Jones: se N. M.. F-isk. . 
Section 34, sw Cox Brothers; el Langdon fa,:m. 
During the lndl·a.n war of · 1882 some of the skirmishing, it is tboue:ht, ex

tl!nded into this locality, as · a skeleton was dug up on section 34: some two or 
·three years ago whfah was supposed to be that of a soldier. A mask thought 
to be once a soldier's ct1.p reFtted over the face, and other signs convinced the 
linders that 1t was the skeleton of one ot the scouts or soldiers ot the Indian 
war. 

Section 34 has be~n a, histpric section in Vallers, and has furnished much ma
terial for gossip among the de

4
nizens of that "valley.,; N. B. Langdon took up 

the east half of the section several years ago, opening thereon the "Brookfield 
farm,'' stocked it with fine sheep, erec!ed good buildings and made the· farm 
t~amous as a sheep farm. There was not much domestic harmony, however, 
between_Mr. and Mrs. Langdon, and t.he latter was one day fonnd dead with 
chlorotorm in the room. No especial re .ison was ever discovered for the step 
at that time, but the coroner's jury brought in a verdict of suicide. This 
shocking event gave rise to much talk in the to\Vn and out of it. Mr. Lang• 
don from that time fell into habits of dissipation, f~om which he had for sev
eral years kept f~•ee, and the stock farm Dogan to lose its fame. through neg
lect ancl bad management. A short tirne after the suicide of his wife Lang
<lon went to St. Paul, and while there married a Mrs. Farrington. This mar-
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riap wu not· a ·happy one. Langdon repented of it before the we~k was out,. 
and retumed to Vallers 11.lone, where his new wife soon followed him, de
termined not to be shaken off frqm her h11Sband and her acquired interest in. 

• I 

t'he Brookfield farm, A domestic fight that became the talk of the country en-
1Ued· and ended every ~ht, like . a Ledger .story; w1tli a u•ro be continued.''" 
Krs. J.,angdon was a woman of nmarkable grit, an_d dared death and destruc
tion for her rights, sticking to the farm through threats of -everything terrible-
and some actual assault· and battery, out of w~ch grew law aaita, and finally 
•eaertion of tlie field by Langdon and peaceable possession by Mrs. L. e1oept· 
by law 811its to exclude her. The tarm was stripped of everything saleable,. 
ud the Brookfield stock farm is now bat an episode of history. 



TOWN OF WESTERHEIM. 

Westerheim is one ofthe north tier of towns, lying south ot the line of Yel
low .Medicine county and bounded east by Vallers, south by Grandview, west 
-by Notdland. l:Sy gove~nment survey it is town 118, range 42. 

The town n watered by the Yellow·Medic1no river which runs into the towa 
trom the west and flows across the town, going out at the northeast corner. 

The town is well watered by this and the small water courses that lead int. 
it, and it is one of the best tracts in the county for either grazing, dairying or 
.general agnculture. Though it has several miles of river there is »;o native 
timber except one large cottonwood on section 19, a land mark known as the 
lone tree. There was another similar tree on section 8, but it fell a sacrifice to 
hard times during the bloJkade and fuel famine of 1881. 

The first settlement was ruade by Ha.Ivor A. Nyland in 1871 on section SO. 
'The same year Thorbjin Aadson settled on the same section. 

No town organization was effected tiJll 1876, the first election being held al 
the house of P. Johnson May 9th of that yea1·. The first town officers were 
Halvor Nyland, cb~irman; 0. J. M.oe and Hans Samuelson, supervisors; O. L. 
Orson, clerk; Andrew L~e, treasurer; Thorbjon Huso, assessor; John Ilstad .., 
and B. P. Johnson, justices; R. Hanson anll T. Opdahl,. constables. · 

In June 1874:· the first m:uriage, a double one, was celebrated, H. A. Ny
land and Inger Olson, and T. A. Huso and Carrie Olson being the parties most 
interested. M.r. Nyla.ud'z, wile died in Septem.oer of the same year, being the 
first death in the town. The first birth was a daughter to Johl} llstad in 1873 .. 
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No public school WM taught in the town till 1877 when Inud Fodnes taogh, 
a term. 

The ne~rest railroad station and trading point to Westerheim is Minneota. 
Prior to the taking of several s~ot1ons of railroad land in this town by Bishop• 

Ireland for the use of his Minnesota colony the settlement ot· Westerheim •. was
al'Qlost exclusively Scandinavian, mostly from Norway. Some Icelanders.have 

. . . . 
settled in t~e town,· and in t~e south and southeast portions a few Americans: 
Belgian and Frenoh ha.ve located homes. 

There are now two organized school districts. All of the ~ast half ot the
township except sections 34:, 35, 86 constitute s~hool district No. 3, \\ith a
repor".,ed scholars~ip of 47. Dist~ict No. 54 is formed ~t sections 4, 5, 8, 9, 16,. 
17, 20, 21, 28. 29 with" 27 pupils. The school officers of the distnct are Snori• 
Hopason, director; 0. L. Orsen, treasurer; 0. I. Leeland, clerk. -Both chs
irict,s have built school houses, and the educational interests of the to~ are· 
properly looked after. 

Distnct No. S has a school house on section 11 which is 18 by 24, • ~eated 
with the Ra.cine perforated seats. Capacity 40 ·pupils. D1St1ict organized in 
1~77. Present eurolled scholarship, 41. 

The name of the town, meanin~ West:em h9me, was ve1·y approptjately 
ehosen by a people1 ~ho appreciated the word home, and \Vho s~w in the fer-

. ' • I 

tile ac,:es ot the town the 1~equisites of succecisful tarm. life. There are many 
lhrifty tarms in the· town, and good buildings, which indicate that the settlers 
have come to stay.. . 

The assessor's report of 1883 gives the town ·2,905 acres under cultivation, 
of which there are 1,607 in wheat, 514 oats, 208 corn, 528 barley, 26 potatoes, 
22 flax. There were by same report 70 acres ot cultivated trees, 415 rods set· 
on highways.. . 

The last assessed valuation of Westerheim was $39,286. 
Its present towu officers are Ole L. Orsen, chairman; J.C. Rogde and Snori 

Hognason, supervisors; Ole I. Leolana, clerk; Oluf L. Orsen, treasurer; 0. J. 
Moe, assessor; Geo. Richardson and Ole !..Leeland, justices; Wm. Marshall, 
and Elling Oxaas, constables. 

Westerheim's present residents are located as foilows: 
Section 2~ ne K. J. Rall; se S. Sigurson; sw Ole Thompson; nw K. T. Thom• 

son. 
Section 4, ne C. Johnson: se E. J. Oxaas; sw John Peterson; nw S. Hog~ 

nason. . . 

Section 8, nw M. Oliver; sw Olot Orson; e½ Joseph Josephson. 
Section 10, w½ Andrew Hellickson; w½ el S. Johnathanson; el el B. Gill

eson. 
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Section 12, sw K. Broughton; e½ nw aod w½ ne Hans Samuelson; ne Henry 

SatJ\uelson. 
· Section ~4, ne John Stensrud; se E. Fjeldstad; wt se and ej sw G. Johnsoa_; 
nw·G. Peterson. 
. S~ction 16, nw E. Bjornson. 

Section 17, sw Walter Walsh. 
Section 18, se 80 Lars Orson; rest_Qf east. half. Ole L Orson; ~w 0. J. Moe. 
Section 20, nw B. L. Leeland, s! H.P. Johnson; neO. I. Leeland.· 
Section 2~1! n½ nw E. Cassady; s½ nw W. Sanden; ne Alex De~itt. 
·section 24. ne Chri$ Johnson. 
Section 26, se Wm. Marshall. 
Section 28, nwJ. C. Bogde; sw F. DeBen. 
Section SO, n¼ H. Aadson Nyland; s! ne R. Hanson; se Ole O. Skogen; sl aw 

;J. llstad; · sw A. DeZntter~ 
Section ·s2. nw B. Hanson; sw Andrew Lee; se Opdahl. 
Seo?OD 34, nw D. VandeNorstyne; sw Andrew Opdahl; se Van Halsbeok. 

Near center of eastJine of section 8 the Yellow Medicine river is _spanned by 
a truss bridge 128 feet long. Thia llridge was built by L. Jacobson. Fanda. 
were appropriated by the stat.e legislature in 1888, under supervision ot 0. L. 
·Orsen_, O. I. Leeland and Snort Hogn&SOn. . . . 

(?. L. Onen has on his farm in section 18 a flowing well, perhaps the only 
.artesian well in the county. It is, however, but ten feat deep, and the water 
was foond alter boring thrGugh a stratum or soapstone underl~ 11x or NY• 

leet of blue clay. The water is strengly tinotuttd with iron it is·aai4. 



TOWN OF STANLEY. 

'Stanley~ which is town 112, range 40, is bounded east by Redwood coun.t,, 
and north by the town of Lucas. It is a pratrie ooQDtry, having very little tim
ber. A few trees ·are scattered along the two nven which unite in Stanley, 
-and a part of ~e grove on the south shore ~f Swan Lake, which _hes on Ille 
eastern line, rans over into thu t.own. But, as in all thrifty pl"&lrie towns, ~e 
setltlers· ot Stanley have given considerable attention to the cul~vation of foreat 
trees, and substantial young groves that are foll of future promise, can now 
'be seen in all parts of the town. · 

The assessor's report tor year 1888 gives 81 acres of forest trees planted. 
'fbis is not as large an acreage a_- is shown by Lucas or Fairview. but perhaps 
the assessor was weaker.in addition than those of Stanley's sister towns. Ao 
assessor with a keen vision and healthy imagination is an invaluable assist
ant iri a town, s statistics. 

The reports of the United States census takers demonstrate that the esti
mates ol. l~cal assdssors are uniformly too _low~ and that the towns are, as a 
rule, better.of than the statistics make them. 

iltanle:,"s agricultural statistics for the year 1883 show a total acreage under 
eultiTation of 2,175, or which_ 1,259 were •n wheat, 512 in oats, 224 in cora, 
134 in barley, 18 in potatoes, 14: in timothy, 12 in flax. This was an increue 
o,·er 1882· of 483 acres for tQtal cultivation. The last average yield of wheat 
reporte,l is between 14 and lo bushels per acre; oats, neariy 40; corn, a frac-
tion over 17; bsrley, about 241; potatoes, 140, fl.ax about 10. 
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The town had in the spring of 1~88. 101 co~s, and 120 sheep yielding 640 

pounds or wool. 
The settlement of Stanley dates back to Decein_b~r 1867 when T. w·. Caster 

located on section 24:. His son Hugh was born in 1868 and was the first birth 
in the town. Daniel Munro settled on section 12 in 1870. In 1876 a town or. 
ganizaiion was effected, and an election ordered in September. The town wa1 
at this time namef\Dela.van. This name wa11 changed to Stanley, and an elec
tion had· March 12, 1878, at which time the first town officers were elected as. 
follows: 

F. B. Patterson, chairman; C. A. Knox and C. H. Currie, super,·isors; D. T. 
Ludwig, cle~k; Edwar~ Wilson, assessor; S. C. ·Knox, treasurer; Duncan .M~ 
Iinley and Edward Wilson, justices! Thomas Savage, constable. 

The first set"mon preached in the town was by Rev. E. Wilson, a Methodist, 
at :Mr. Currie,s, J-uly 13, 1873, nearly seven years -after the first settlement . of 
the town. It is said that Caster and his niighbors during those seven ·years· 
had grown lax in Sunday o~servance and were grea:1,tly 1n need ol religio~s in-
1truct1on. 

· The first school was taught ·by Ann Munro at the.house of James White in 
·the summer o.l 1875, school distrk:t No. 29 having been organized the fall be
fore.. The school house was built in 1880. 

Ceresco postoffice, with Caster as postmaster, was established in 1872.. It is 
now discontinued. 

The first marriage was Daniel l\:lunro and .A.nu White, November 12, 1874. · 
The first death was Cha.des Knox, Nove111ber 1876. 
'.fhe assessed valuation ol the town in 1883 was, personal property, 15,828;: 

real estate "$30,845, 
The town of Stanley is one of uniformly good agricultural lands, rr·ee from 

swamp or stony ricl_ges, and almost every section is well adapted to general 
farming and g1·azmg ·purposes. The hay lands of Stanley .are very valuable 
and ample for the neecls oft.ho town. 

The town is well watered by the Red wood River and Three· Mile Creek, the 
two uniting in section 17. 'fhe Red wood runs across the town from west to 
east. 

Swan Lake is on the eastern edge, touching sections 1 and 12. The lake is 
~ostly in Bed wood county: It U a beautiful lake with woodecl shore~ and & 

favQrite resort for sportsmen and picnic parties. . . 
ThAr¢ are three organized_ school districts in Stanley; th~ northeast quo.rter 

of the town being No. 34:, in which 14 pupils are reported; the northwest quar
ter No, 29, with 18 pupils; the southwest quarter ancl sections-22, 27, and 84-
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l{o 16, with lo pupils. The rest of the town is not yet organjzed. .There are 
school hou11es in sections 12, 8 and 28. 

The residents of Stanley or ·those ownine; houses thel'e are distributed as fol• 
lows 

Section 1, nwJ. McFagen. 
Section 2, e½ J. White; sw Munro; nw John Ga:rry. 
Section 4, ne W. Stewart; se T . .McKinley; nw D. McKinley. 
Section 8, ne Geo. Michie; sw J. Glashen; nw G. Lowe. 
Section 8, sw J. F. Gibb; se W. T. Neill; nl James Dick. 
Section 10, sw James Garry; se J. Bussell. 
Section 12, s½ B. Cavanagh: nw John Noble. 
~ction 14, ej- C. H. Corrie; sw T Savage and E. Basler. 
Section lo, nw W. Warnke and H. Wenho1z. 
Section 18, se Urs. G. Palmer; sw Mrs Heskett -and Mn. Knox. 
Section 19, nw-R. G. Heilman; sw R. Heilman. 
Sec1li6n 20, nw N. \1rasson; sw H.;~oyelace; p~ C. A. Knox. 
Seo~on 22, s½ Geo. eamp and Fred Beltz. 
Section~ center, M.rs. W. Wilson. 
Section 26, ne P. Kenndy; se Geo. Bisst,~. 
Section 28, ne D. H. iichnor; nw s. S. Knox:; sw U. E. Patterson. 
Section 80, nj, Wm. Rich; se T. D. Ludwig; aw Chas. Kennedy. 
Seectton 32, ilw Chas. Higbee; ne H.J. Sprague. 
Section 34, sw D. N._Mason. 
The population ot Stanley is mostlv of Scotch descent m the north half of the 

town. and American in the south half. In tbritt, enterpi-1se, general 1nte~
. ge nee, and all the requisite social and moral qualities, the people of Stanley 
are second to those of no town· in the west. 

Marshall is the postoffice and trading point for Stanley at present; though. 
the town has railroad prospects that may in the near future give the town one 
or more railroad station and the advantages that go with such acquisi
tions. The preliminary !urvey of the branch line of th" U.ock lsland l10mpany 
indicated that ~tanley would probably be one of tbe towns passed throug:ti 
a.nd the Duluth, North Shore & Southwestern company's line from St. Cloud. 
via Wilmar and Marshall to Pipestone and Yankton will vary likely cut acrosa 
a part ot the town. · · 

But with or witbout any other ratlroad facilities than those now furnished 1:t 
Marshall, the town ot Stanley off~rs an attractive field to those looking t~rJ3m1 
homes. With un~urpassed soil, rich meadows, rivers and lake atti-ac~t>na 
there can be"little so.id in }>I"aise of auv township of the county that cann& be 
said of S'tfflnley. Its future as a l"ich agricultural town is as unq uestionea as 
the tnture of the state. 



TOWN OF FAIRVIEW . 
• --

.. Painritsw lies six miles from both the east and north lines of the county, be
ing hi: town 112, range 41. It· ill bounded on the north by Vallers, east by
Stanley, south by Lak~ Marshall and west by Grandview. 

The town was first settled in: 1870 by Wm. S. Reynolds who moved here· 
f1·om Pa. Joseph Carter settled in the town about tht sam~ t1D1e. The next 
yea~·J. W. Elliott: Seth Johnson, Richard Blakd, John Hanlon, B. C. Beach, 
0. Marron, W. C .. Robinson, John. Brown,},. D. Wasson, M. Atherton; R~ 
Henshaw, Henry Gibbs and H. G. Howar~ settl~d in 1878. This gave the 
town the charact,r of a thrifty ~ettlement, and inspired the desire for organi
·zation, which was e:ffected in 1878, the fii-st election being held at the house of 
J. W. Elliott. The tollowing ticket was elected, constituting the first officers 
of Fainiew: · 

Harmon Lovelace,· chairman and justice;. John W. Elliott a~d C. M. John
son, s11pe1·V1sors; John Buchanan, clerk and justice; B. C. Emery, assessor; 
0. Marron, treasurer; W. S. Reynolds and A .. Williams, constables. 

With the ore:anization of-the town came also church and scl:ool organization. 
Rev: Geo Spauldin~ settled here iD: 1873 and gave rehgious services, at his 
house. The first school was taught·bv Ada Kennedy in 1874 1n a granary be 
longing to Thos. Lindsey. _ 

These were years of co;mpa.rative prosperity and gilt-edged hope, _and the 
settlers who came here ca.me to found hon1es for the lnture. The first mar
riage was that of Walter Woodruff" and Julia Lovelace; the first birth, Walter 
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Reynolds, in April 1871: and the fi~t death that ot Mary Gibbs, mothe1· of 
Henry Gibbs, in December 1871 at the age of 90 years. 'rhere have been 
many marriages and births since J;>ut very few deaths. 'fhe death 9f Henry 
Gibbs occurred in the winter of 1874 as the res~lt of being lost in a blizza1·d. 
·He and his wile were visiting at a neighbor's house, and started home 1n the 

I 

evening with an QX team. On the way home a blizzard. suddenly 9:rose, and 
'Ille party soon lost their way and drifted with the storm over into Stanley, 
where they ran into a slough and broke down. The only thing then possible 

• to do was to fix as iµucb ot a wind break as possible with the· wagon box: and 
wait for daylight. Daylight came; but _the blizzard still raged, and raged 
ihrough the day and night following as only the storms of the north west ·can 

. rage. When it sufficiently cleared to see the way, Mr. Gibbs made out to 
reach a house and send a ·party for his wife, who was rescued and recovered 
with no serious loss except the partial amputation of' a foot. Mr. Gibbs how~ 
ever, had been so badly frozen that he soon died. 

Fairview, as its name implies, is a beautiful prairie township which, espec
ially in early.summer, spreads out a landscape of lovliness nowhere else equal
ed. bot on the green, rolling prairies, aad under the ol.,ar atmosphere of 
Minnesota. 

-~ts soil is of the richest in th~ west, and among its thirty-six sections there is 
scarcely a ,vaste acre. When its fertile lands are a.U settled and improved it 
w1ll be one of the richest agricultural townships in the west. 

It is watered by the Redwood river, which runs in a northerly direction into 
1,he town to near the center, when it turns east a~d run! into Stanley; also by 
Three Kile Creek, which by a lar~e bend into Vallers cuts_ the northwest and 
northeast corners of Fairview, also runnine: out iuto to· Stanley. Th ere are a 
few trees along the streams, but nothing that deserves the name of tunber. 
The fuel supply of the town is obtained at Marshall, except on two 01· three 
farms where cultivated timber has grown large enough to be used for fuel 

. -
Timber cttlture in Fairview has been thriftily attended to,· and the last asses-
aor's report gives the town 132 acres of growing timber. There are several 
-,er, fine groves. 

In 1888 there were S,962 acres under c~ltivation, of which tbere were 1,970 
of wheat, 1,060 oats, 669 corn, 286 barley, 4S potatoes, 4: flax. 

There were by same report 109 cuws, and 202 1heep yielding 1,040 pound• 
o.t wool. 

'l'here are t.wo oratanized school districts in Fairview. The northeast quar
ter of the town and sections 21, SS, 24, constitute No. 26, school house . in 
••rtllweat quarter of 1ectloa 1-t. Number of acholana repor'8d, 19. Tk• 
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northwest quart~r ot the town and sections 20 and 91 make No. 'l7, with school 
house OD the liott_h bne. of 1ect1on 17; 22 scho)&tlil reported. The south two 
tie~ of sections, except section 80 are in Kars~all independent distnet No. 8~ 

The settlers of Fairview are mostly Americans and intellectual thrifty fami
ers, who are prospering and ~uilding up handsome and comfortable homei. 

·The present residents or those owning houses are distributed as follows: 
Section 2 is entirely owned by the Weymouth family, D. F. We.ymouth ha'f'-

mg a house on the northeast quarter. 
Section S, sl D. Alexander. 
Section 4:, neM. :P. Jewett; nw Cox Bros.; sw H. Edwards. 
Section 6, Dfl B. c. Beach; se J. L. Gee. 
Section 7, ne O. L. Wiley; se Philip R·ae. 
Section 8, ow A Paul; s.w Neill; se O. Marron; ne Mrs. Meacham· 
Section.10, nw A~ and B. Hanlon; ne G . .II. Robinson; se W. C. Robinson. 
-Section' 11, Rev. Graves. 

Section 12, st nw O. F. Walter; sw I. Lindsey. 
Section 14:, ne B .. C. Emery; nw L Lindsey; ·sw and al se Alex and D. D. 
Section lo,. Whitney&· Keith. 

-Forbes. 
. Section 17, se F. J. Parker. 

Section 18!' nl ne J. Hanlon; s½ ne M. Hanlon; se H. Smif.h; sw J. 4., Han-
'ter; nw J. Blake. 

:~ction 20, nl J. W. Dickey; se H. G. Howard. 
:·Secti_un.21, sw:Kinnev; wl_se W. P Thayer; el ne L. K. Thaver. 
'Section 9~ ne J .. Brown and~- Henshaw; sw, F. D. Wasson. 
1Section24, ne W. D. Lovelace •ndD. T. Hance.\ 
Sectio1:t 26, sw John Cummings. 
Sect~on 27 sl J~, L~wreoce. 
Seoiion 18, ne E. c .. Pierce; se M. Potter; sw Rev. Spalding; D\!- A. .. C. 

For~. 
~ctton SO, ne A. Bal':f,win; nw Seth Johnson. sw D. Thomas; se L. Tichnor. 
Sec~ea S:I, ne E. B. Jewett; se E. A. Edwards. s! sw Mrs. Coleman. 
Section 84-, nw J, W, Elliott; se W. S. Reynolds. 
~o~ 16,. se 120 in wt E._ 0. Barnard:. 
Considerable railro~d l~nd h-as been sold 1n Fairview, •nd a good deal of 

land is u~er culli;va\i~n. that has no buildings· on it, 
The last assessed vah1ation of Fairview was, personal, It 2,842; real, ,86,911. 



CATHOLIC COLONY OF GHENT. 
TOWNS OF GRANDVIEW, WESTBRHEDI A.NDVALLBBS. 

The h1·st question asked by· Catholics intent oae migration is whether or ne 
they _c11.n receive the consolations ofth&ir rehgion. 

After starting .his colonies, Right Bev. Bishop b·eland of St. Paul met those 
. . . 

~es, and attracted t.o our state many rich and ·mor~ people. In order to 
organise divine worship, the enterprising bishop tries to put the Catholics· all 
·together, and also he enables them to suppo1·t their priests and build chu-rohe1. 

ID Lyon county he reserved the five northwest townships for Catholics. He 
mi.de :trom Nordland and Eidsvold the colony ol Minneota for the lriih and 
~glish people: and from Grandview, yr esterheim, and Vallers the colony of 
Ghent fo:r the Flemish and Canadia~ people. Here \Ve will speak for the lat
ter colony. · 

It was only in 1881 that the colonists began to arrive in Ghent. Over the 
immeasurable ocean lies a small land the most thickly settled and the. 1'elt 
cultivated in·the world. -It is tb~ kingdom of Bl?lgium. No larger thaa 10 

-counties of M.i~&esota it contains nearly 6,000,000 inhabitants, 462 in a square 
mile! so that ·on an averag~ each Belgian should not have two acre• of land. 
Every spot of land i:3 cu ltiva.ted with ·extreme care, and whole Belgium aeems 
\o be the agricultural garden of Europe. _ 

But such a den1e population makes great concurrence amongst the ~aboren. 
Heavy rents and taxes are.to be paid, and manure, weeding and toiling are 
very expensive. 
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The enticing pamphlets about the Catholic colonies reached those aoti ve 
people. 'I' Many were moved on hearing from that i~mense lertile prairie lao.4 
which claims wi1J1ng hand1 to become very fertile. But the old people, feel
ing themselves very comfortable at home, do not move as qui~kly as the bold 
Americans. Tllere came about 60 Belfian lamilies, and othsrs are preparinr 
io follow. -

. . 

The pioneer ot all these settlers was Mr. Angel VanHee. He was conducted 
here by Bight Rev. Bishop Ireland and by his brother canon. Peter VanHee, a 
welllinformed man living in Liverpool. He was so much plea9ed with the ap
pea1·ance ol the soil of Ghent that he made immediately his choice on the yery 
land where he 11 now living. Tho~gh he traveled t~rough the whol~ country, 
be did not"find a better place; and he bought half a section. Immediately he 
hired more than 20 teams, and before staning he saw 100 acres broken. Then 
be went to Flanders, a county of Belgium, to get his wife and nine children, 

• 
and to give good information to his friends. Returning, he built a large farm 
house, whieh still remains the largest uf the country. 

Meanwhile, to attract the Flemish people as to a new Flanders, the former 
name of the village of Grandview was changed to the name or the old city ot 
l!~landers, Ghent. 

The family of Mr. VanHetl,Mr. David VanHee and thu widow of Mr. Modeat 
VanHee, bought large tracts of land, and built fine store houses 1n Europeaq 
tyle. Mr. De Zutter took half a section of land; Mr. Vandewoestyne, Mr. 

Dec~ck an~ Messr9. Vergote and Foulon boueht improved farms ot 160 acres. 

In January 1888 Father C'>rneliei, pastor of Minneota, went to Belgium and 
Holland and gave lectures on the colony of Ghent. Many were moved. Witll 
him came:Fatbe1· Y. De,·os, who wa3 appointed pastor of Ghent; Mr. J. Lam
bert, several farms; l\lr. Princen, who purchased hn improved fa1-m ~ear 
town; Messrs. Schreiber, ~aerts, Maertens, Depuydt, Messine, Dicken, Sandy 
and they all settled on large farffis, and built comt'orto.ble hpuses. Messrs· 
CJayes, Pete1·s, VanrlenBogaerde, Crombez, Baumans, De]me·a]e, Hendrick, 

Riviere, have been looking around till now for other business. 

Nearly everv week there were new-comers buying railroad land or improv
ed farms; for instance, Massrs. Dereu, VandenAbeele, Va~Sprundel, Vankeu
len, Engels, Dobheldere, Bla.uwette. Browers. Mr. Maenhoudt has moved to 
Marshall to rent an improved farm. There is now an impulse given, and. 
many more· will come, providecl the emigrants continue to enjoy this country. _ 

.Meanwhile there was rapid immigration ot"]h•ench Canadians from Kanka
ke Co., Ill. lt1ndang themselves too thickly se.ttled in that state, those coura
geous people were looking arot1nd not only 1n Mtnnesota. but also in. low a 
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and Dakota., but they preferred our state. Two energetic men, Mr. L~toumeaa~ 
and Mr. li.egnier, came during the summer 1882. They traveled througla 
some soutnwestem counties, especially through Pipestone, and finally prefer
red the col9ny of Ghent. 

Immediately they bought a great quantity of land, nnd acted wi.th such 
activity that in 1882 they had more than S,000 acre~ of R. R. land, and 1,0UO 
ac1-es more in the following summer of 1883. 

/ . 
Mr. Letourneau became agent of the depot, and his oldest son agent ot the 

elevator for Mr. Van Dusen; his two other sons ~urchased land near the town. 
Mr. Paradis bought a store house and 240 a:,res of land; his sons, Amilien and 
Cyrille~ 240 acres; his nephews, Suprenant-Lord and Lord Pa1 adis,. more than 
half a sectio■; .Messrs. Antony ParadIS, Suprenant-Prairie and Metty entered 
large improved farms •. Mr. Regnier and son bought nearly a section; Mr. 
Carron has 400 acres; -Mr.. Lebeau now has 820, and. both bout a l~rge 
and handsome farm house in American 1tyle. :Mr. Padnaud has 80 acres; Kr. 
Duchene, Mr. NeveJl, Mr.EmiliE-n Surprenant each 160; Mr. Carron has 200 
acres in Vallers. Some others have boug~t land and are expected next spring. 

The arrival oi- these people in sprin~ was very encouraging. They filled a 
whole train, ·several freight cars and a coach. There were furniture, hones 
and cattle enough to provide a whole townslup. There were about 50 persona 
and more than one Illinois horse for ev ~ry one. 

We h~ve also some Itjsh Catholics, Messrs. Ca'\"anaugh, Ford, Cassidy, etc. 
and some Germans, as Messrs. Schreiber, Haerts, etc. The arrival or these 
new-comers was saluted with favor by all intelligent Americans as being a 
,treat benefit for the oountry, for they brought in a good deal of money; they 
raised the value of property; and they gave occasion to sell improved farms 
clearer than anywhere on the prairies of Minnesota. Hence they wel"e always 
welcomed among the old settlers and treated by nearly all like b!"~thers. 

The village though young and small is very thriving, having a depot and an 
•elevator; 1\1r. Soucheray has a stock of general merchandise, and Mr. Emilien. 
Pa.radis bas also established a store. Mr. Gets bas a hotel and a tinware 
shop; Mr. Vergote has a blacksmith shop; Mr. Cool is a carpenter and wagon 
maker; and Messrs. Lebeau, Paradis and Carron were well-known carpenters 
,in Chica go; Mr. Angel VanHec and l\lr. ,. Gets are preparing a brickyard for 
next summer. Brick making is very well known among the lflemisb, who all 
live in brick bouses in their fatherland. 

Tbe first ·house of worship was a Methodist chapel which still remains. There 
·are neariy three hundred Catholics around Ghent, but =!-~ new-comers they 
.cannot.aftord to build a church immediately. They are preparing to b~ld a 
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large church next summer. The gentlemen of the town l1ave already given a 
concert to provide church furniture. They are preparing a new one, mostly 
in .English, so that eyerybod t can understand them. · 

Since June 1883 Rev. Father Y. Devos has bP.en among them. They are so· 
assiduous to divine offices that they attend n.ot only the sacrifice of the mass, 
l>nt also the vespers, coming twice io the meeting every Son:Ia.v. They fee.L 
very happy when then they can relish the ceremo11ies or their old religion. 
Two v~ry good musicians, .Mr. i·oulon and •:Mr. ·vergote, furnish gcod singing 
dorjng the- services. There are few congregations where so m&ny languages 
are spoken. When he addresses the people the pastor has to speek Flemish 
French, Enghsh.and German. The Latin used 1n divine office is the only com
. mon language which is generaiy understood by all. As soon as they hear the 
Latin language, which they heard in their younger daya and in their. distant 
fathei-land, they feel themselves at home in their old church, and they an 
very happy to see and hear the pious ceremonies ot their worship. 

There is now a bad organization of the ·school districts_. We have ~hree dis-
trict schools. but the nearest school ho:ose is more :ha.n two miles from town .. 
. Very zealous for instruction, Father Devos erected a tr~e school iu town. It 18· 

taught by Miss. Hanna Lester from England. and · not only the children bu, 
giown p~rsons e;o t,0 school to leam 1he English language, so as to be able to 
con,·er.se with ~heir American neighbors. In their love for instruotion the 
county commissioners are reacly to make better arrangements for the pnblio 
schools of Gkent. 

We hope in a few years to mske ·of Ghent a thriving and happy city, a 
new home as joyous as we left in our fatherland. 

BEV. Y. DEVOS. 



rrHE NORWEGIAN MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Tl1e Norwegian Mutual }'ire Insurance Company of Eidsvoid, Lyon Co., 
MinQesota. was organized February 22d, 1879, at the house of · Guller Peterson. 
,on section 14 in town ot ~· esterheim, Lyon Co. Articles of incorporation and 
by-laws previously prepared by :Mr. E. K. Kjomess and Mr. Ole L. Orsen were 
then unanjmously adop~ed and signed by 28 persons, who colleotively owned 
~roperty to the amount of $27,l>OO, which they desired to have insured. 

The hrst board of directors were E. K. Kjomess, president; Ole L. Orsen, 
·secretary; I. L. Kolbe1, treas11Fer; ·Ole B1·usven, T. S. Norgaard, H. T. Oak
l~nd and E. Kergman, direct.ors. 

In 1880 the flompany commenced business, each member paying 82 for 
membership and 26 cents -tor each one hundred dollars insured, to pay losses 
,occasioned by fire or lightning, and in case 9f a heavy loss an assessment will 
. be made on the insured property every member to pay his prq rate share ot all 
losses and all necessary expenditure~. 

· The territory of the co1npany is composed of 12 townebips as foll0ws: Eid~-
-Yold, Nordland, V\'esterhtim, Vallers, Grandview and tLu<.'as in Lyon Co., a~d 
the towns of Swede Prairie, No1mania, Sannes, Bazelrun, Friendship and 
Tyro in Yellow Medicine Co. This company has been yery successful from its 
,organization up to the present date, as shown in the following annual r~port.s 

for the last. 4 \·ears pa.st: 
For· the year ending D~c. 31, 1880 Nu1nber of. membere 57, policies 111. 

force 67, amount insured thereby $57,426.00. 
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'Received from members daring the yea.r, 
Losses incu.rrell and paid R. Ivenson and S. Jobn

athanson on stables; cause, prairie fire, 
•11 other expense~. 
Balance on hand, 

Dec. 31, 1881. l\len1bers. 74, policies _74, a.mount 
171,381. 

Receipts for the year, 
Balance in treasury from previous year, 
Losses incurred and paid G. Torberg and· Knud 

Kjorness 1 cow and 1 heifer; cause lightning, 
AU other ex:penditnres, 
Balance on hand, 

,112.6i 

$23.00-
91.76 
·77.89 

--
$192.66 $192.65-

of insurance in torce-

$114.00 
77.89 

$41.00 
58.4:7 
98.29 

--- --
$192.76 ,192.76 

Dec. 81, 1882 .. Numbers of members 96, policies 96, total amount of insur-
a.nee $86,060. · 

Received during the year, $217.25 
Cash from previous year, 98.2g 
Losses incurred and pa.i~, K. Thompson, one horse, 
All other expenditures, 
Balance in ca.sh, 

$315.54 

e100.od 
70.78 

144.76 

$815.54 
Annnual report, Dec. 81, 1883. Number of members 112, policies in force 

112, amount ot insurance in torce $105,477. 
Receipts for the the_ year, 
Balance from previous year, 
Losses paid, S. Hognason and A. Lee, stables, 
All other expenditures, 
Balance in treasury .Jan. 1, 1884, 

$313.19 
144.76 

$59 .. 00 
63.90 

385.05 

$457.96 
In 1881 the money received for men1bership A.Ild 8 cents per 100 dollars in--

111red paid all loss and expense. 
In 1882 the receipts for membership and lo cents per 100 dollars settled all 

loss and e~pense for that year. 
In 1888 the money received fro1n membership and 12 cents (per 100 dollars 

eettJed all claims against the company f?r that year. -
The I present board of directors is as follows: E. K. Kjorness, president; Ole 

L. Orsen, secre~ary; I.~- Kolhei, treasurer; O. Simundson. S. Hognason, H. 
JI. Nilsen, Ole Johnson, direckln. 



TOWN OF CLIFTON. 

Clifton is on the ea.st side of the county, joining Red\Vood county, with Stan
ley north, Amtret south and Lake llarshall west. It is town 111, range 40. 
Its surface is all prairie with very little standing e;r running water. The out
let to Lake Marshall.cuts the southwest comer, and is its only stream. On 
section 28 and some adjoining ter1itory a rather swampy lake called Goo1e 
Lake is found, and constituteA 'the town's lake inventory. The prairie soil of 
Clifton, however, is unsurpassed for fe1-tility, and its meadows and grazing 
lands are among the best in the county. \\ .. bile the town has no native tim
ber, there are numerous thnfty groves of cultivated forest [trees, some very 
fine, but a tew years hence the monotony o~ prairie SJenery will have disap
peared 1n one of nature's pleasantest landscapes, prairie and grove com~ined. 
The lands of Clifton are almost free from waste pieces, and it will in time, 
when its coming rich farms are opened and improved, become one ol Lyon. 
eounty' s best agncultural township■. 

The first settlers who located homes in Clifton co.me in 1872. J. A. Dillman, 
a native Nova Scdtia, who lives on section 20, took the first claim in June 1872, . 
although he did not move his.family the-re till the next M.a:,. He came from 
Hennepin county. In 1872, also, settlement was made on section 6 by lt. _D. 
Barnes and C. A. Cook, from Iowa, and G. P. Ladenburg, from Hennepin Co., 
on section 18. The next two or three years brought in several settler1, and 
lhe town waa organized in 1876, _the 100th birth year of the U. S. Like the 
•llllliog of a new child the christening of Clifton was arrived a, through m:aclt 
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di1cusaion. The to~n first caught the name of Edenv1ew, a name conceived 
·with ·, une ls.ndscapes and an active imagination as a basii, but through the . . 
more practical ideas ot Christopher Dillman was changed to Clifton. This 
name 9f course, means a clUf town, and is appropriate for this town .because 
-there is,n't anything that the most vivid ideality could distort into a l11iff within 
twenty miles or soot it. The cliffs of Clifton are not a foot high, and raise 
rutabagas and wheat in. immense quantities. 

The first.town meeting, Oct. 6, 1876, elected as the first town ofli.cers, A. J. 
Waite, chairman; G. P. Ladenburg and Chrhtopher Dillman, supervisors; 
R. D.1:Sarnes, clerk; J. A. Dillman, assessor; C. A. Cooke, treasurer; G. W • 
. Mossman J. Lynn, justices; n .. J, Newhouse and W. B. Frankhn, constables. 

Miss lda Mead taught the first pu blie school 1n the town in 1876. There are 
now three organized school districts with school buildings on sections 8, 11 and 
28. 

The first public religious services in the town at which preaching was done 
were conducted in 1875 by Rev. H, C. Simmons, a Congregational minister· ot 
Marshall, and a church ,society has since been organized there preaching be
ing supp~ied from the church in Marshall. Services are still held in the school 
house. · 
. In 1883 Clifton bad reported 2,2~5 acres under plow; 1,115 wheat, 605 oats, 

-308 corn, 116 barley, 18 potatoes, 11 beans. 23 flax. 
The vote of the town in 1882 was 31. 
The inhabitants of Clift.on can be found as follows: 
Section 2, ne C. Marks; se C. J. Sp_ong; sw Wm. Harks. 
Se.ction 3, H. C. Meehl. 
Section 4, se G. M.etzelder; sw B. Snyder. 
Sec.tion 5, ne C. Rock • 

• 
Section 6, se U. A. Cook; wl ne and el nw R. D. Barnes; wj- nw ~- G~;,1,. 
Section 8, nw H. J. Newhouse; nw P\ I.Truax; se H. Mead, 
Section 10, nw A. Adler and 0. M. Gary; sw D. C. Ackerman; ne F. H. 

F1igge; se A. Mead. 
Section 12, nw B. Hassin,1ter; se W. Mossman; ne F. Ro~ley. 
Section 14, se H. C. Humphrey: ne F. Bedhury. 
Section 18, se G. P. Ladenburg; w½ ·J. Lynn. 
Section 19, se J. Flemming. 
Section 20, s-k J. A. Dillman; center ¼ Chtistopher Dilltnaa; nj- nw ('reo. , . 

Dillma.o. 

Section 22, nw G. \\'. Eihaw; sw D. A. Keys; se J. Pierard. 
Eeclion 24:, nw W. H. D•l1v; sw H. W. Selover. 
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Section 26, ne J. Durkee; nw A.. l\linneseng and J. Freiheit. 
·&,ction 28, ne F. Hawkins; s! L. 'Nichols. 
SectioR 30, sw J. a. Brown; n½ Seymour, Sabin & Co. 
Section 32, nw F. Shake; ne E. C. Knieft". 
Section 84, n'1\r L. Nichols; sw J. C. Brown; se W. S. Rader. 

59 



TOWN OF LAKE MARSHALL. 

This township, -in which is located the village of Marshall, the couniy seat. 
·is named from a lake which lies in the southeast part of the town.. It 11 au 
miles west of Redwood co11nty and twelve m~es sou4ih ol Yellow Medicine, •• 
is town 111, range 41. 

Th~ town was the first organized ~own of the county, though its settlemea, 
is ante-dared by that ot Lynd. The first settlement was made in 1869, W. H. 
Langdon, now of Lynd, locatlng a claim on section 8 in June of that year. 
C. H. Whitney and. C. H. Upton loeated the same summer on section 4, tile 
former on the southeast quarter, and the latter on the northeast quar~r, bo\h 
now embraced in the village incorporation. In the tall of '69.L. W. Lsngdoo. 
and his son, E. B. Langdon, located in the town, on sections 18 and 8 re
spectively. In 1870 the town gained several settlers, among whom were M. 
D. Morse, Oren Drake, llrs. U.S. Stone, G. M. Durst, C. T. and Charles Bel-

· lingham, Josiah Clark and Geo. B. Wt,leh. Of these first settlers Whitn-,y, 
Upton, Drake, Durst; Bellingham and Clark are still residents of the town. 

March 8, 1872, a town meeting to organize and elect officers was.held at the 
house of C. H. Whitney and the following first officers of the town were elect
ed: 

Oren Drake, chairman; C. T. Bellingham and Noble Coyle, supervisors; C. 
H, Whitney, clerk; S. M. Taylor, assessor; O. A. Drake, treasurer; W. H. 
Langdon and C.H. Whitney, justices; C.H. Upton and O. A. Drake constables. 

This was a boom year tor the town and county, the Winona & St. Peter rail-
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road being built and operated to Marshall !n 1872. 'fhe ·town site ot Marshall 
w~ laid ·out in A:ogu11t tbis year by ·a company of the W. & St. P. surverora, 
_consistingot J. W. Blake, W. G. Ward, J. H. Jenkins and J. H ... Stewart. The 
location chosen was in the ci•ntra\ part ot section 4, and the town assu~ed vil
lage proportions very rapidly, of which proper mention will be ma de in anoth
er place 

The Redwood rive1·. named by the Indians .from the cedar trees found on its 
banks near its junction with the Minnesota river, flows into the town from 
Lynd on section 7 and cuts sections 8 and 4, fl.owing out in a northerly direc
tion into Fairview. Groves of timber and scatt.ering trees lie alon~ the Red
wood in most of its very crooked passage through the to,vn, and add very 
much to the genel'ally att1·active appearance or its prairie surface. 'fhe inle, 
to Lake Marsha.II, though a small stream •. tomi,ahes running \Vater generally 
to the southern sections. · 

-· 

Lake Manahall, named after ex-Governor M a.rshall, is a bea.utilul little pru.irie 
l&ke lying in an oval shape in sections 25, 26 and 36. It is about half a mile wide 
by probably a mile and a half long, and has hi&h banks on buth ,shores, witll. 
an occasional tree to break the monotony and furnish shade for the .pick
erel and bullheads with which it abounds. The lake is not as deep as some of 
the iakes in the county, but it furnishes an a.ttra.ct1 ve picnic ~und, and is the 
almost constant resort ot fishing and hunting parties, Sundays exeep'8d, ~f 
coune. At the.head and foot or the ~ake me adows of the finest wild grassea 
in the west spread ou~ for miles, making it ~ rich grazing field and .. supplying 
·hay in rreater abundance than is needed at present. 'fhese meadows, with 
the future growth of the country and better means of marketing, will become 
the richest portions of the town. They are dry enough· to become tillable if 
desired, and have soil that is inexhaustable by any prob8tble cultivation, The 
soil ot the whole town, though perhaps more varied than some of the other 
towns, is of unsurpassed excellence, u.nd will return large profits tor good cul
tivation almost to a certainty. There are several large and very thrifty farms 
in the town, tllat would be a. credit to any county. · The acreage reported un
der culdvation in 1883 was not, boweve1·, very large, being but 1835, of which 
there were 7~0 in wheat. 579 in oats, 304 in corn, 98 in barley, 22 in potatoes, 
60 in flax. There were also 120 acres of cultivated forest tree'3, and 600 roda 

of the same on the highways. 
The houses of settlers in the town outside of the village of 1\-Iu.rshall are lo-

cated as follo,vs: 
Section 2, ne J. W. Pike; se H Hoyt; nw J. K. Johnson; sw Geo. Col)k . 
.Section_S, seJ. B. Drew; sw W. Hyde. 
Section 5, se R. Spates. 
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·section 6, ne R. F. Webster; se 11.nd nw·Jas. Andrew; sw Ueo. and B. Link . 
• 

·section 7, pa.rt of Youmans farm •. 
Section 8, wf J. Ward; el nw H. Freese; e~ sw .J. Anderson; ne N. Coyle; 

se T. King. 
Section 9, nw J. Scott. 
Section 10, nw J. W. Blake; ne J. S. Dewey; se S. Webster. 
Sectioti 11, n½ T. \Va.Iker. 
~ection 12, n,v· \V. Wirt; s,v W. G. HunteI"; ne _C. H. ltichardson. 
Section l3, uw 0. M.. Fuller. 
Section 14, se A. Edckson; SW P. Quigley. 
Section 16, el John Berry. 
Section 18, ne D. Minnick; se \V. Cashman; nw Geo. Link; sw J. Smith. 
Section 19, B. J. Heagle. 
Section 20, nw . .M. Pettibone; sw C. 'f. and Chas. Bellingham; ,e Geo. Cook. 
Section 22, nw Andrew Ham. 

· Section 24, nw C. Skillings; sl C. _11. and A. Templeton. 
Section 26. nw and sw J. M. Burke, two houses. 
Section 27, n¼ C. H. White. 
Section 28,' ne L. D. Lewis; rest of · section M. C. Nilas, stock and dair y 

farm, two houses. · 
Section 30, nw 6eo. Orr. 
Section 82, n¼ J. Clark; s½ nw It. S. Wetherbee; sw E. Brotherton. 
Section 84, n~ John Middleton; se G. R. Watkins. 
The first marriage in the town was that of Oren D1·ake and Mrs. U. S. Stone 

on Sept, 4th. 1872. Rev. R. Wait officiating .. 
'J;be first birth is said to have been a child of one of ~he Billing:3 boys. 
The first death was that (lf the Fox famny who were caught in the terrible 

blizzard of Jan. 8th, 1873. · 
Tbe family consisted ot Mr. and Mrs. Fo.x, a little girl five or six fears old 

and a youngr man, a nepbe,v. They held a cl3,im in Lynd, it is said the one 
Kr. Fezler now lives on, and had been to Redwood Falls on a visit. On their 
return they were overtaken by the storm on Thursday, and when further et"
forts at traveling became useless they unhitched their oxen, letting them take 
care ot themselves, and turning ovor the wagon box tried to fix up a shelter. 
Such a shelter, however, was almost valueless in that kind of a storm, and 
they were soon drifted into the snow· When the storm a.bated on Satur day,. 
they were found by lilr. Barnes near J~ K. Johnson's and brought to Mar-:, 
a hall. 'Xbe young man and the little girl were dead and Mr. Fox was S9 badly 
frozen that he died on Monday. Mrs. Fox recovered. They ,vere buried near 
the gravel pit, east of .Mr. Wttkeman•s. 
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The first school was taught by Walter Wakeman in the wint.er ·or 1872 and 
'73 in a buildmg used by W. M. Todd for a lumber office. The school had 
about 20 pu pi11. 

The first sermon was preaclted by Rev. It. \Vait 1n. 1872 in a tent used week 
days for a saloon. 

The history of Lake Marshall being very nearly couneoted with that of the 
# . 

the village of Marshall, a more detailed ~ccount of it~ early events will be 
found in another chapter. 



TOWN OF EIDSVOLD. 

Eidsvold, town 118, ra1;1ge 43, is located in the northwest corner of the cou11-
ty, join1ng Yellow. Medicine county on the north, Lincoln county on the west 
and the towns of Westerheim and N ord1and on the east and south. 

'· 

The first settlement is said to have bt,en ma.de by Nels Tol'gerson in June 
1871. The same year Swend Peterson and Ole Esping took claims and set
_'1ed there. An organization w ae effecte~ in 1878, and the first election held 
Sept. 20, electing the following officers: 

H. T. Oaklan,t, chairman; Nels Torgerson and A. Amund9on, supervisors; 
John Coleman, clerk; 0. B. Ringham,· assessor, Swend Pet~rsoD, treasurer; 
B. D. Fnnk, justice; 0. H. Esping and G. Amundson, constables. 

In 1878 M.r. Frink opened a store west ot . the present villaga of· Minneota"; 
He had been appointed postmaster of the postoffice of Nordland in 1872, and 
eontin~ed in that office till 187,5, when it wa..111 transferred to N. W. L. Jager· 
and movP.d to t,he present site of l\Unneota on the southwest· quarter or section 
25. Mr. Ja1ter had opened a store 1n 1874 at the old site of Nordland and had 
moTed it to _the new site in 1875, this being the first store there. · The second 
store was started 1n Nordland in 1876 by Dr. T. D. Sea.IA. Christian Lee ran a 
blacksmith shop on aection 26 tor two vea1·s • previous to this. In 1876 the 
railroad company laid out the present village ot Minueota, which, howevel", 
went by the name of Nordland till it was changed by act ot legislature in 1878 
to ita present namP. · 

Jley. J. Ber1 held the first religi9us scrvice-s in Eidsvold in the ~ection house 
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at N ordla.nd. The services were Lutheran. There arc now two Norwegian 
Lutheran and one Icelandic Lutheran organizations. . 

The first public school was taught by 0. H. Dahl, a raikou.d section house 
b~ing used t·or school purposes till 1879 when a school ouilding was pnt up u.l 

Minneota.-
The first marriag~ was that ot J. J. Wallen and Annie Olson, Oct. ·!-t, 1874.· 

The first birth was mu-de a goocl omen for the town in a pair of twin gil·ls to 

Swend Peterson and wife in 1871. 
The death of a da1;1gh1er of Ole.Peterson iu.1812 was the first death. 
In 1879 Bishop lI~laod -t.nade a purchase of the railroad comp.iny of a 1:t.rgu 

t~act of land in Eidsvold ~nd adjoining towns, and located a Ct\thulic colour 
there. A considerable portion of this first purchtise wash~ EidiHoltl, :uul tlm 
population of the town ,vas at once! increa!-Jecl by an immigration of Eng1blt 
and Irish Catholics, under spiritual charg~ of Father 1\1 .J. Htmley the hrst 

priest.of the colony. Tbese immigrants were, as ·a rule, too 1111sl\1lh•cl in_ the 

business of western farming to 1nake a suddeuly largu s·uu<:ess oi this eoloni:,;:1,. 

tion scheme and many of the first immigt·s.nts after a tin10 left th•~. c~o1n 11r for 
other pursuits; but _new and better ~fforts were raa.de l:Jy Re,· ila11lt\Y and 

his successor, Rev. Louis Corneh:it, and a cla'J~ of mi,ro praetw':tl .1g:1·wu1turists 

were soon gathe1·ed into the oolony from England, h·claml, Can:tcb ancl Bel· 
·gium, and liev. Corn_elis built a church and par~onage u.t l\1imH!otn. t.he 0111.,
Catholic church in the countr. 

. 'r.be colony 1s now diYitled into t..wo branches wtth two prit:.sts. Fi~tlaar Lee nt 

::Minneota and Father Devos at G-hent, son1e seven miles ea.st oi' .l\lmu,·ot.a. and 
' 

numbers about one hundred members who are fast becoming thrifty ;1111.l pros 

perous farmers. 
The Winona & St. Peter R. R. cuts thr?ugh the town of Eidsvold ti iagonally~ 

from southeast to northwest, giving the town the advantage of a ;~,~a.r nrnrk(~t. 
and trading pointin Minneota, and greatly enhancing the ¥aluatiou ol'·tbc reu~
estate ot the town. 

The 'two branches of the Yellow Medicine river ffow through the tO\fllo,. l1ic· 

l50Uth branch from south to llorth and the north branch from west tu ,mst,. 
with a branch from the south in the west part of the town. rrhis mak(!S }~hls_• 
vold exceptionally well watered, an,l gives it rich meatlows and vi\lua' ,le graz• 
ing fields as well as unsurpassed farming lands. The grain crop ot Eid:-;\·eJcl 
. has almost always been a large yield, and the town is one of the most frrtih, 
distncts of th~ west. : 
· The assessor's report for 1883 gave for the town 1,812 a~res in who:i.t, 050<i11.1 
oats, 27~ corn, 60 barley, ~2 potatoes, 2 lax, and 3 total acreage under.cutt1~~ 
tion ol 2, 785. · it had also d5 a.cres of forest trees growing. 
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1,lrn la~t assessed ''t1.ll\ation of tlu, t-own_ ,va .. 'I $66, 7tH, anti its highest record
ed vote, that of 1882, was 104 • . 

School district No. r,5, organized in.1882 has a good school house and an en-
rolled scholurship of 40. S"hool district No. U9 ha5 the same enrolled schola,r-
ship and is in tho uortb enst· p:u-t of the town. . 

One of tho cnrios1th~s of Eidsrold is a fossil tree tonnd on tbe not'tl1 bra~o h 
-of the Y ~How Mcdmhie river by Ole 0. Sveuues 1n Dec 1875.' The larger 
-piece is now in the yard ot SamL1el Hovlund in sectioti ·l. · It is 25 inches in di-
ameter n.nd o,?er Nix teet long. showing p:u·t or the roots, knots &c. Th is 
i,iec~ h:L-4 been nu.n1etl Dale Gudbrand, u.fter an old Norwegian chict who 
ionght H,~n.inst St. (Hof, the king who christiu.nized Norway. 

In the center of section 2 stancls an old 1~1nd mat~k in a big cottou\\·ood ne:u· .. 
Jy 90 leet high antl \'isibic tor 15 miles. 

A tine truss bridge spans the north br3:nch of the Yello,v lledicine on the 
11ection line between seotions 1 and 2. It is 14:6 feet long, built t>.V the town at 
a cost ot $600. 

lJuring the big.11.oocl of 1880 seve.ral very strange fish w(,ro caught in the 
Yellow 'Motlicine, never seen there befbrt:,. On(, is claimed to have been a, 

eodfish. It was a tresh one. 
Houses ol residents are tound tt'5 follows: 
Suction 2, ne 0 . .A. 8vennos; nw K. l{elg,11sen; s,v·K. 14,odne:i: 
Seetion 4, ne I~\ .l\lt'~{abon; sw W. ]>. Ruggles und },. U. Adan1.s. 
R"ct1on 6, uw A. Congee; sw B. Vosburg. 
St~ction 8, w~· ,J.. Abe1·0; eJ- E. Hinkley. 
Stmtion 10, nw I... P. Juhm;ou; ne K. l(ntlllsou; · ~w I{. Frn.lue~, se K. 0. -Bak- . 

.ken anti 1'orgor Stene. · · 
· Section 12 ~ n-1- Thor Rye and H. llo•vden; se E. Knud~on; ~\V Ole Esping. 

Section 14. ne It Syve1·son; se II. T. Oakland; nw ]{. Tvn.mbek; sw kalo,ie. 
Section 18, se F .. N. \\'elch; nw B. Agners .. 
Section 20, sw John McCormick. 

Section 22, nw J. It 1(:a,as: uo J .. Penn1n~ton aud C. Hun~en; Knud Rye . ancl 
1{. ltye; sw lt \Vall<m. 

· Scetion 24-, nw 1{. R .. Kjornes; ne E. K. Kjorncs·; sw A. Annudson; se I. 01-
!eu and Dekier. 

Section 20, ue H. 'l'ham.pson; nw O. n. Itingh0;m; sw JI. H. B~e; se G~ 
tbomp~on and J. Wilhams. 

Section 28, no \\ •• Salmon; ej- L. Ander.son; sw· L. McDonald. 
Section ·no, uw Ilenry Cars~ns; s,v A • .Ratke ao·~ Wm. Mobr. 

8el~tion :a, uw I~.: 0 7Brien, and Nels Torget·s~n; se K. 0. I>ovre; sw Ole 
. leet.e .. 



TOW·N ;OF NORDLAND. 

. 
Nordland is 11tuated on tile west line of the county and six 1niles from the 

llorth line. The surface of the town is rolling prairie watered by the .'south 
branch of the Yellow llcdicine river. which flows tbrousch the town, entenng · 
at the southwest comer, and, after a ver) crooked passa.e:e, leaving it on -the 
north line near the center. 'fhis ~ves some very tine meadow lands. and 
makes the town wall adapted to stock raising and dairying wh1ch is being 
largely ent,ered into. Th~ soil, like all the soil ot J.,yon county, is unsurpassed, 
and there are many thrifty farms dottin~ the prairie. 

The town wa9 first settled by Frede11e~ Hobitz, wl10 loc;ited on sec~tio~. 10 
in 1870. In 1873 tbe town was oi·ganiied, an election being hel(l at the house 
of T. H. :F'lume ilarcb 10. 'fhe following were the .first town othcers: 

Ole 0. Groft", cha.irn1an; Ole 0. Rear and Nils Anderson, supervisors; lh·ad
erick Holritz, cle1·k; 'l'. 0. Lot"tsgaa1·den, assessor; A. 0. Strand, t1·easurer; 
J. 0. Fangen ancl llolritz,-justices; 'fhrond Helverson and W. K. Hovden, con.-
stables. · 

The fhst scbool was tau~htin 1874, districts 24 and 26 being organized thai 
yea1·. ilri,·a.t~ bom~es are still used for school purposes. 

The nearest market to\Vn of Nordland is ·J41nneota, though considerable of 
the trade. of the town goes to Marshall. 

1'he. population of the town is entirely Sc&nd1navian, no other nationality be
ing found we think unless perhaps a few Icelanders. The even sections are 
faidy well settled. Very'.lit,tlff 11ttlemeiat, baa yet ~en "made on the railroad. 
1ections, 
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On the tu.rm of Albert Halverson in the $'outh part of section ~8 is said to be 

the hiuhest altitude in L,·011 county. It 1s s:titl t.hat frotn there one ~can see t::> ., 

nc-arlv all over the county. 
The resicleots of the town who ·1ia.vc hou~e$ are located u,s follow3: 
Section 2, :ne HalYcr Olson; uw ,J. B. "Johnson. se Thos. Olson; sw • \V. K. 

Hovden. 
Section a, sc ltobt. Cultslunv. 
Section 4, nc John Ohnn; nw Seven .Jcraniam;en; s\,. ,John ,Jhoff; se S. Sc-

·,·ertson a1ul ,John Josephson. 
Section 6, n! E. C .. Getske; se S. G. Dalou. 

Section 8, n¼ S. Gilbertson; se Nels Nelson; sw Chris Johnson. 
Section lJ, nw Teeta 'l'olfr; ne A. Strand; ~<: Sl~\.,.er Tergland. 
~ection 12, nw I-I. Verpe; sw Ole Ucar; ne Ole Groff; so At·ny i~~rson. 

Section 13, nw Ole Bj~rska; sc N. T. Du.bl. 

Section 14, ne T. Flume; n,v A. Lai·son; sc Nels Myre; sw Ole Sei·et·son .. 
' ' 

Section 18, ne Charles An,Ierson; se L:u-s Jerpbak. nw Aslak liang; sw Ole 
Stear. . . . 

Section 20, sw Sam"l Hanson; ne'1' ... Hohiitz; se Ole M:yrick. . 
Section 22. ne'K. M.elbo; nw Ole Nore.Iba; SW J. G. Gellumd; se G~ }. mund

son. 
Section 24, nw T •. ~Johnson; sw G. Steuc.•rson; se Ole Ln.del; ne F. R~mberg 

··and Ole S. ·Kgelud. 
Section 28, ne Nels Hnh·er:mn: nw Andrew atHi Albc~rt Halverson; sw Louis 

·Leeland. 
Section 30, ne S. Andl.'r~on; sw Tran<.''f 'l'obia~. 

Section tl2, nw ir.-Hrn.d;t~on; no B. ,Johnson . 

. ·Section :-J,1, nw Olt~ Bor~1ws; L. I•~~t; ~(~ ,Joan L:u·son. 



rfOWN OF GltANDVIE\'\T. 

;Gr-.~dview; .. town 112. range. 42is ~o~ated ~ix miles from, thel nort4 a~d we.et 

J~ne~:~rih~. c9.un~1.- It is one of the best· .prairie to,vns in the .c~unty,. , ... d is 
being rapidly settled up. The Belgian branch of the Catho1i~ colony has ta
~ien a considerable portion of the to,yn within the last two-yea.rs. and ~ids fair 
to take more . 

.. 3-'he first settler in Grandview was 0. l\lcQ~1e.stion, who located on_ section 
34 in Aug. 1S71. He did some breaking that Rummer nnll erected. tl1e first 
housl-,, :a slab ~-,lug out'' covered ·with sods. T11is was the year before the 
railroad rcaclu.J.t.l .l\Ia r:,;hnll a11tl building n1aterial wn.s scttrc'3 und dca.r. 

In Atigust 18,H the first town meeting was held at tho bouse of J. Thomas, 
a.nd there wc1·e then deetml the fir~t; uffic·ers, 'f .• r. B:tl'ber, chairn1an; S. B. 

G_reen ttllll ,J. :\I. Collin~, supervi~ors; A. L_. "Baldwin, clerk; Geo. Ch2\mber 
lain, as~essor; ,J. 1\1. E11gli~h, - tren~t11·c.•r; 0. l\IeQncstion nn<l II. B. J.,oomis, 
justice~; n. A. ,r1rt. ancl C. Cotterell, const:1hl1:~. 

The first birth in tlw to\\"n was thn.t or Lilly. a danghkr of 0. :\leQuestion ~ 
Dec. l(i, 1871. 

The 1lr::;t ,leath w:i~ that of a l'l1ild of ,Jo:-:l·ph Ch:unh(•rhlin. 
The first sd1ool wa:-: tanght in 187H by Sar:1h Con~ta~1t. The t.i".lwn now has 

four s~h oo 1 house~. 

The fir.st preaehing \\':t~ I,~· ltt'V. ,r. s. ,vmiams, 1\~c~t.hoc.H~t,_ .\\:h{) it is S:li(l 

al~o pre:tc-lwil tlw first !'ll! t'HH>n hi Fail'view in Seth [J o~n.son 's- bl:.ic:ksmith shop. 

This wns in 1872, tlut· ing- whid~ y~ar theru was qui!n :in cmi6 rntion to the 
town. 
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Thew. &St-. P. railroa.<l runs across tn1s town somewhat diagt>nally t.oward 
the northwest, giving a station on section 15 w bich was forn1erly named G-rand
'riew but was ch:inged to Ghent by the Belgian colonists some two years ago_ •. 
It is seven or eight miles f1·om Marshall, and, under the impulse given it by 
the colonists is growing into a thrifty ,·illa.ge. · 

The histocy and present, status of the railroad s:iations and villages will be· 
treated seperately from the townships in another place. 

'.rhree Mile Creek .runs through the town to\vard the north, and the bottom 
lands along the creek are :i.~ont the finest 1neadows in the county. The Jann• 
ing lands of Grandview are good enough for the most critical and a large num-
ber of the farms :ire thritty and handsome homes. 

The assesso1·'s report for 1883 gave 1,022 acres improved, 629 wheat, 261 
oa·ts, 80 corn, 15 barley, 20 oota.toes, 8 flax:. The crops have been uniformly 
as good as \hose ot any section .ot" the county. A canvas made by by .Mr .. 
Vaugh this winter giT~s c>ver 8,800 ac1·es of improved land, about 500 cattle-
and 225 llorses. · 

The town has no ~iatura.1 timber, but is reported :L.'J havmg 44 acres ot culti• 
vated forest trees, son1e of the gn,ves being very thrifty and promising ones. 

The last assessed valuation of Grandview was $85, 725, which -will show a 
large increase in this spring' s 1wpessment, real estate not having been usessed, 
tor two yea.rs. 

The houses of residents s.re to be found as tollows: 
Section 1, el Victor LeBeau. 
S~ction 2, nw II. Chalmers; s} F. DeLand·. 
Seot1on ~, l!e J. Cavanagh. 
Section 4, nw H. B. Loomis; se Theo Carron: sw C. ~,oulon and G. Verghote .. 
Section a, 1e John Ford. 
Section 6, ne M. Ellefson; se G. !--• A.al; nw n. Jacobson; sw Ole Botnum. 
Section 8, w½ n.w A. Amundson; e½·nw J . .M.. Va.ughn; aw R. L. Greenslitt;. 

ne H. Maarten!i; se L. DeCock. 
Section 9, svr David Van Hee. 
SectiQn 10, ne H. Princeu. 
Section l l, sl- B. },. Jellison. 
Section 12, ne F. Hood1·ich an,l E. A. DeLand, sw a Para.dis; sw W. $-.. 

Ooodrieh. 
Section 14, ne A. Graham; nw Mrs. Collins. 
Section 16, nw C. ?.{ess1ne. 
Section 17, el A. Van Heei nw S. Van Hee. 
Raction 18, n ½ Christian Loe; aw S. Ladel • 

. S~L,ti.on :?a~ 1w J. Uignier anct ,J. L;1.mhr.rt; &e A. A. 14.,armer; w~ ·w~ T. MaxoL. 
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Sention 21, sw L. E. Bates; se Isaac Ri~ier. 
Section 22, sw Chas. Cott~rell and S. B. Green; se T. I. Barber; ne .J. Thom .. 

as and A. L. Bald,vin. 
Section 24, sw J.M. English; ne G .. Carpentei; and}~. Lord. 

· Section 26, ne Frank Baldwin; nw S .. Coleman; sw J. Dutson. 
Section 27, D\V Peter Schmitz; sw C. Schmitz. 
Seotion 22, ne 1t. Lnythe; s,v W. T. Maxon. 
Section·30, John Sheldru; se John Nelson; nw A. J. I .. adle; ft'. 0. J. Ra--

num. 
Section 32, sw J. Lambert; se 1\-1. Fuller; ne L. Story. 
Section 33, w½ A. Peniston. 
Section 34, nw Wm. Goodell: ne J. G. Cook; s½ 0. Mc Question. 



TOWN O~., AMIRET. 

Amir~t, to~n 110, range 40, Jje:; 011 the e:i.st line of the county and one mile 
from the south line. 

The town was organiimd March 19, 187 4, and na1ned l\laclison. 'fbe elec
tion held a.t that time at the store of Win. Coburn gave a..; the first officers of 
the town, Jas. Mitchell Jr., cha.irman; L .. Grover anll ]). Hanks, supervisors; 
Wm. Coburn, clerk; J. II. ,villiams, assessor; S. 8. Truax, treasurer; John 
Taylor, justice; L. 1\{ason, constable. 1 

·"' The hrst permanent settlers were Charles :1.ud Liiayette Grover, who took 
claims there in 1868 .. a.ncl J amcs Mitchell in 1860. 

The W. & St. P.R. U.. being built through tile couuty in 1872, a store was 
opened on section 32 by Wm. Cobur1:i and a postoffioe established with Coburn 
as postmaster. The railroad compa11y put 1n a switch here and the postoffi.ce 
and station was called Coburg. . The I11dian trading station of Saratoga, 
,vhich had 1Jeen este.blishcd by Lyn<.l about 1857 01· belore tha.t time and whicll 
gave that name to the whole settlement on the Cottonwood, was further south, 
claimed by some ba:vo been on section 1 in Custer. 

In 1874: the railroad com1u1.ny moved their station a.bout a 1uile northwest 
and laid out the tow11 of Amiret on railroad land in !!ect1on 19. The nan1e it 
is said was given in honor of the wife of one of the railroad officials. '11hc 
name of the township was changed by legislafiive enactment tc, correspon.d 
with that of the station. Mr. Coburn moved his store tc> the aew site and 
eontinued in business for two years • 

• 
In 1878 t'ie C'ongregat1ona.l society buill u church on section 22, but the-
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l>uilding was_ moved to the town of Cnster in 1875. The first religious sPrvices 
held in the town were condllcted by Rev. J. Rees in 1872. 

•rhe first school was taught by Mrs. Warnick in a boo.rel &banty in the suru. 
mer of 1873 on section 31 • . 

The first death was that of a claue;bte1· of L. Mason in 1872. The first birth 
a daughter to \V m. Coburn arid wif P- in 1868. The first m urriage was that of 
J. A. Hunter of M::.rshall to Miss O. A. M.itchell, June 3. 1875. 

Both b:rancbcs of the Cottonwof>d flow througb Amiret, the 11orth bralloh · 
draining lake )larsball and Goose lake and flowing through the 11orth section~· 
of the town. while the southern and larger branch flows from the southwest 
corner t.o its joncti on with the northern branch near the . northeast cor~er 
Th~s insures for the town an ample water sapply, furnishes good meadows, and' 
on the south branch considerable tin1ber. The earlier settlers naturally took 
to the timber of the Big ()ottonwood. and as settlement came into the town 
rather slowly the interest in tree culture was not awakened till late in the 
town,s historv, so that by the la.st assessor's report there were only 27 acres or 
cultivated foreJt treP.s in the town. The. acreage or cultivatecl lan~l by the 
same report · was, however, S.199. of which 1,287 were in wheat, 870 in oats:. 
-428 in corn, ~83 in barley, 57 in potatoes, 14 in beans, 57 in flax. 

'fhe soil ot Amiret is good and there is little waste land. · 
'rhe tow11 has now three school houses and its educational int~rests are not 

nP.glectetl. 
The station of An1irct now: supplies a market, a store being operated by Mr. 

Kelly and a grain warehouse by VanDusen & Co. The railroad company has: 
a good depot, and a commodious school house has been built here. There is 
no good reason why at some future time there should not be a thrifty village 
on the present site ol Amiret. 

'fhe settlers of Amiret have houses located as toJlows: 
Section 2, ne F. S. Woodruff; se J. Fredenberg; nw E. S-kyhawk. 
Section 4, se ,J. Devens; sw· 0. P. Bali; nw J. W. Drew. 
Section 6, ne H. C. l\1aydole and J. Shake; nw C.H. Dudrey. 
Section 8, nw Jas. Strutbers and H. C. Swift; sw John Curray . 
.3ection 10, nw A. Nichols; ne V. u. Covny; sw W. Blackman an,l P. De,·ens ... 
Section 12, sc J. Sherman. 
Section 14, J. )I. 'raylor; sw J. }.,rost; nw H. N. Randall. 
Section 15, sc S. F. Rowell. 
Section 17, n! H. Curray. 

_SectioJ:1 18, se C~ R. Ma.ydole; sw D. 'fucker. 
Section 60, nwJ. W. Nichols; se B .. N1chols a.ndJas. '.r. Hernan. 
Section 21, nw H. D. Shepherd; sw T. R. M.athe\Vs. 
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Section 23, nw J. :1-1. Mitchell . 
. Section 26, ne J. York. 

Section 28, ne, A. D. Lord; se H. Harding; nw H,.Drake. 
Seetton SO, se James Mitchell. 
Sect.ion 31, nw P. Ford; sw C. S. G1·0,-er; se L. D. Grove,-. 
Section s2,· se "\V. Hamson. 
Section 3-1, nw G. F. Harding; ne O. l\.,.. Walsh. 



TOWN OF SODUS. -----
The township of Sodus, which is town 110, ra.oge 41, lies south of the town 

of Lake .Marshall, and is six miles trom the ea.st and south bues of the county. 
It,s· surface is gently rolling praine, with very little waste land. The south 
half has more natural meadows, especially al~ngthe Cottonwood river and its 
branc!l.es. The 2rass· or these meadows is "Ye ry valuable, and that section or 
th~ town makes a very desirable grazing field _whel'e eitb"r dairying ~r stock 
raising can be made a profitable and easy business. Along these water courses
there are between tbree and ~ur hundred acres of these· meadow lands M good 
as can be tound in the west. r.rhe grass of these meadows, by the overttow or 
the river every spring attains a growth of from four to six· feet, and makes. 
the most nutritious of hay for winter feed. 

Though with ve1·y little native timber, the town now shows several fine· 
groves of forest t1~ees that have been raised by the settlers. Ainong these· 
may be mentioned those of Mr. Curtis, the Messrs. Neill, Mr. Ford, Messrs. 
Clark, Mr. Estee and Chace. 'fbere are also some thril\y timber claims that 
will furnish luel in the near future to their owners and greatly add to the ap
pearance ol ibe town. There a.re in thl' .,town 112 acres of c,Jltirated forest 
trees, and 2,314: rods set en highways. 

There were reported in last assessor's report, 3,14:0 acres of cult.ivatud land., 
o:I which 1,566 were wheat. 867 oats, 432 corn, 187 barley, 82 potatoes, 84: Jlax 

• 
The farmers ef Sodus ~re of late p~yin,: more ~ttention to good stock, an<I 

are consequently improving in finances aocortlintly. There are several pr• 
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perous and \~ery gootl iar1ners in the town who n.te d~monst"rating that agri .. 

• cult.ure in Lyon county can be rondo a success. 
The 1>nblfo spiritedness of the town of Sndus is sho,vn in their highways, on 

whi~h sinco the orga,nizati.on of tl1e town, seven years ago, they ha\·e spent in 
labor and lumber for bridges about threu thousand dollar.~. 

The town ha~, also, four gooll r.·amc school housBs, the one in d1stdct No. 5 
-eo~ting n.hout $900, the others about $600 eneh. School hou:;es n.rc located on 

sections 8, ·1 O. :)0 n.1Hl 32. 
The town is· well situated 1n relation to rnilroacl n1ai-kets, .l\larshall being 

live nules no1'th, Balaton tour n1ifos sou1h, .An1iret ono 1nile east; and there 1s 
n, coming pro~pec_t oi :lll(lthcr ~tation neat· by on the west when the D.uluth 
road is complet,!,l through t.hi, county. 

Th~ first s,~ttler in ~odus is saitl to hn.Yl~ been Henry Cuylc, who ca.inc in the 
spring of 1871. lfrmn that tim~ t,he town settled up rapidly, anti 1n 1876 the 
town waH organizetl t~ntl nan1etl)\'lartin, bu~ so~n cluingetl to Sodns. The first 
town 1ne et1ng was held Oct. 27, 187(>, and the following first to,vn officers 
were elect,!d: R. Ifo,ll, ct airman; C. Fisher and D. Warn, s11pe1·visors; W. H. 
•C}l.affe~, clerk, G. Sykes, tre~surer: N. · \\'"'arn nnd J. H. Clark, justices; 0. 

Pangburn ~nd '\V. G · \\''illittms, co~stables. 
Miss ~"'1·an~i~ l\~a_s011 taught ~h«~ first school in 1877, a dwelling house l_1a,·ing

.to be u!iml in the abs«mce.ot school houses. .. . 
The first tleu.t.h ,~as that pf ~,olfot Olson in Sept. 1873. The fµneral, ~~rmon 

.by 1-tev. Joseph_Rees was the fir~t puhlic religious service in the to,vn it is, so.id. 
Houses ol ~ettlers :ire located H,s follows: 
Sect.ion 2, ~e l\l. Steele; nw \\·m. Berry u.ntl .J. l\[cCwJ.dcn; se .J. Uichic. 

. . . 
Sect10n 4, 1w C. Fisher: ~e \r. Chalfne; nw 0. Pu.ngburn; sw John Clat·k. 
Soction i1. Mr. ::\-laxson. 
Hection f>. n1.' II. Ba.1 nes: ~t• ( '. C:tloy; n N Gray; sw N. 1\I1nnio, T !licks . 
. Section 8. nw E. Clark; rw D. Clark; ~w A. R. tf ohnson; se T. :F. \Yatsou. 
H,wtion 14-~ :,;w Hnn ry EstoP. 

Section 1X. "'e C. l\la.rl-lh an<l D. Shilliam; sw \V. L. Th-urst.on. 
t·(l{~tiou l~t. ~P Hu;.!:h ~eill. 

St~Cl,iou :tt' :-:w :N. ,r nt~n: l) w ., • ·rny lor. 

s,~ctiun :.!-L HP I>. \Yarn, nw ,vm. ll111l nud .-\. H. Chace"; sw ,J. Scott. 
~eetiou ~;-,, :-:w 1i. Forti . 

.Section it".•, nn 0. Cooi..; ~e .A. \Vi~nkic; nw C. Lor~nze; ~w .1. lore11io . 

. Seetiou ~;,;. 1w, .J. X. Lnwshc; He ·,v. G. Willh1n1.;. 
8ection :w. ·uo ltol>t. Nt'.ill; ~m \Vm. Neill; nw-U.oht. :Ul:traha.ll; :;w H. ford. 
SHct1011 a~. 11w .A. Anderson; ne \Vm. Shec1uin; se A. C. }'orbes. 
8<wt1011 :l-1. 11 \\' T. Jc)lwnrds; sw ,John :ind \Vm. Griffiths; se N D:tv-i~. 



'fO\VN OF LYONS. 

L}·ons, which is town 110, range 42, lie~ s,outh of .-Lynd, and is s~.JC miles 

from _tbe west ~~4.s~~th_ltn~s _o~ the c~unty.: -~.rh~. eu~ and south po~ons of 
the_ t('WD a~·e open prairie coqntrv_ W~lh _"the usu&l ri~h soil and . me~dow Ian ds 
of the co~ni;t ·generall.y. Th,e_· nurthw~st co;ner of Lyons_ is cut by t~e Red
wood rhTer, giving it _some Limber groves and also some rough l~nd_. It 1s 
1>robable. as s~at_ecl in. the ai:-t~c,e on Lynd,. that the first white men in the 
county Joca~ed in L~·ons. 'rhe ·remains of an old log house, supposed_. to have 

been Lyn,rs truding post was found by tile. sett.lers 1n 1867 on seo_tion 5 of 
Lyons. , 'fhe stn.tion wu.s aft-crwil,rd moved to Lynd, ho,Yevor, if this theory i.i 
correct., probably nfter a burn out. 

The first permanunt settle1· in the town \~a,3 C. B. Goodoll. who loca.L<'cl on ' . . - . . . . 

section 5 in 1867. He was in the wood3 as a, chopper befo1·u thi3 tirn-r~, a sche1Uu 
h:1vi11g i>een hatched to cut log~ there ancl float them to Red ,,,.ooct Fans during 

high water. _ It is _claimed by some thn.t ho was Lhe first n1:1n in the co~1nty af-
tur"the lnd1:-,n t,r:ulir~g posts of the period before the Indian n1ns~:1.cro. La.tor . . : 

in the ~pring ol 18H8 E. ~~- T:1.y lor settlud in the town. · Soon after C. Hiltireth, 
,v. S. Adams and IL L. Pierce settlell in tho town. . . . 

An org:tuiz~ition was cil'1~c~cd in 1873, the _lirdt oJ.uct~l>n being hel~l _April· 1st. 
Tho first town otlicors were Gordon ~at.son, chair1n:1n; C. L. Van"Fleet ~nd J. 
C. Buell, snpcrYisors; Henry l\Iuss_ler, clerk; . Chn~. fiildrec.lth. assus.sor; U. 

'\-Vright,, truasurer;_ J. W. 1-foagland and E. L:tmb~ Justice3, C. I~. Goodell a1uJ 
A. Croshv. cnnstablt'H . ., . 
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A school was opened the same year, Florence DQ~n ie being teacher. .Thei-" 
are DOW three school houses in the town. 

Bev. R. Wait. Presbyterian, conducted the first religious senices there in 
1870. A sociEity was formed and a church built on section ·14: in 1878. *!he 
1ame year the P. 0. of Bildredthsburg was established at the house of Chas. 
Hildreth, who was P. M. till the discontinuance of the office in 1878, Hil
dreth'& house having bee·n burned by praine ire. The postofflce of Leo was 
established in July 1880 and located at Kr. Millard's on section 14. Mrs. 
Millard wn,s appointed P. M., which position she still holds. 

The, houses ot seUlers m Lyons ara located as tollows: 
Section 5, ne B .. F. ·Bates; sec. V. and J. J. Hicks.; nw Gordon '\Vat.son .. 
Section 4, ne W. C. Adams and H. L. Pierce; nw. C. E. Rice. 
Section 6, ne llrs. ~ay; se D. ~ary; sw R~ Beq.sley. 
Section 10; se J .. }"ifield; ne M. G~ )'ifield. 
Section.11; se F. R. Lindsey. 
Section 12, nw C. E. Rice; sw .E. B. Downie; ne It C. Hicks and T. S. 

Downi"; se ~ • .H. Curt.bi. 
Secti~n 1-l, ue C. E. Goodel1; nw J. M.. Millard; sw R. Wait; se. C. S. Riley. 
Section 18, ne D. N. Fellon. · 
Section 20. sw It. Roberts; se A. Dann; ne 1.- N. Harvey. 
Section 22, nw.R. D. ·soper; sw D. Soper; se J. W. a.ad J. F .. Iloagland. 
Section 28, sw Jas. M.urison; ne J. Ingram. 
Section 24, lie G. H. Thurston. 
Section 26, se J . .Burns; -s~ W. Riddell; nw Robt. Riddell~ 
Section 28, nt= S. \V. Galbraith; se L. Jones; nw C. E. Dresser ar..tl C. C. 

Wagner. 
·section 30 .. ne D. T. Fellon; se J. Van$ehoick; nw L. P. Knapp. 

~ 

.Section 32, sw W. Carlaw; se C. L. Van.Fleet. 
Section 84, nw C. E. Rice; ne T. Graham; se L. Mitzner; sw E. Jones. 
Seetton 35, nw E. Schmitz; ne J. Mitzner; sw Teufel. 
In 1888 · there wer<,· according to the ssi;essor' s returns 2.118 acres of cultiva

ted land, 824 wheat. 676 oats, 868 corn. 167 barley, 21 potatoes, 43 flax. 
·1'hcre were also 43 &3rcs of cultivated for~st trees. 

· Bush lake, near the ceotral part of the town,_ is well known to the hunters 
of water fowl, but is not a verv attractrre lake otherwise. 

The set;tlers of Lyons ·are· mostly ~mericans, and a~ among the bes, and 
thritiest ot Lyon county's population. There are several model farms,· and 
die fil~ure ot the town is that of a rich. agricultural · aad dairy diat!i~ . The 
Dulv.th, .North She-re and Southwe11iera R.· R. will un4oubtedly nn · tll10»1h 
the town next year. · · 



TOWN OF LYND. 

l~yud lies west of the to,~n of Lake Marsh~ll and· is town 111. range 4!. 
rrhe history of Lyntl is ancient history in its relation to Lyon county, this 

town being the site of the county's earliest settlement. 
There was a trading-station for the Indian trade established here by James 

,v. Lynd pt"obably as ea~ly as 185li or '67. · Hls store was located, it is said, 
011 the n·o1theast. (}ututer of section 33. This statement is contradict.ad by 

• ·imme who clai~ that it was on the. southeast quarter or section 5 in Lyons. In 
the latter place the early settlers found the remains of 1t. building that had 
been burned, and in the spring ot 1880.Mr. Goodell in plowi~g hts srarden hair 
a mile north of this spot plowed up a tub full of tools, con,isting of handsaws, 

-chisels, an auger. hoes, a hind axe, a !!at iron; a tea cup and saucer. Tha 
tub was wholly rotted, leaving only the impression, and the to,,ls were nearly 
destroyed by u8e. The Indians, it is said, point out section five of Lyons as 
the tirst trading post. On section 3S the first se.ttlers·found tlr log building ·still 
standirur, which L. Tickner used as a residence for a short tir.ne. It was later 
used as n.. school house, then ai, a store by G. W~ Whitney, It is quite proba\Ie 
thAt Lynd's post may hnve been moved to this :point from Hection 5 ~D- Lyons 
all.er a burn out. er for utber reasons. 

The first permanent settlement -in Lynd was in June 1867. when A. \V. Muz
¾J. ,James Cummings.and E. B. Lan~don took claiins on se9tion 32 and ·ss~ 
ln Septen1ber antl-October of the same year, Mrs. C. lt. Wright and son, L: 
Langdon and f~ily, _Luman Tickner. wife and step-daughter (Mi.si E. B. 
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Taylor, n\Jw Mrs. G. A. Wirt,) M. V. Davidson and f;uuily and D. M. and E .. 
E. Taylor made homes in Lynd.. Some half-breedis hatl taken c~aims in tho 
town before this time, and two of them, '.l'ho1nas Robinson and John Mooers, 
held claims respectively on sections 27 AD(l 84, when tho settlers above named 
arrived. They sold. out to R. Holland and A. Ransom in 1868 n.nd moved to 
Lincoln county. In 1868, James, A. R. and Geo. Ct.11a1mings, L. S. Kiel, L. 
and Geo. Marceyes, A. D.. l\lorga.n, · J. Rouse and J olln Clark settled in the 
town. 

llr. an(l Mrs. A. Ra.Mom becnme the parentd of n daughter in November ot 
l.868, which was the first white girl born in t.be county. The first boy born 
~n Lynd was Harry L. Cummings, son of Geo. E. Cumn1i11gs, 1n 1869. 

The first death was that of Mrs. Bowers, a daughter of M.r. Muzzy, April 20., 
1868. She dieu ot consumption one week after arriving in Lynd .. 

The first religions meeting was a class meeting led by A. W. Muzzy in the 
winter of 1867 and 1868 at L. 'fickner,s. A llel.hodist church was organized 
by Rev. C. F. Wright at L. Tickn~r,s in the fu.11 of 1868. · The next year a un 
ion Suntlny S<!hool was organized at the same place with a library of about 
185 books, 100 of-which were donated by the M. E. Snnd:1.y school ot Toulon, 
Ill .• the n~st by a M. E, book house in Chicago. E. Lamb wart superintendent. 

I~ the fall of 1869 the Presbyte·rio.ns org:anized a society, meetings, also being 
held at L. Tickne1·'s by R.evs. Carr and Lyon. The l\l~thodists <>f Lynd built 
the first church in the county in 1871 on land owned by M. V. D.i.vidson. It 
was made of logs with floor and root of n'l.t1ve soil. Another church was 

partly bnilt jn Upper Lynd, and used one summer wht~n it was moved to Low
er Lynd for a residence. 

Lvdia Cummb:~gs taught the first school in 1869, being paid by subscription. 
TJie school was tangbt in the ol,l log bu1ldin~- used in former yea,r$\ for an Indi
an trading post. 

A postoffice was established at Upper J~ynd in June 1868 with D. M. Taylor 

1>. M. It was held by him over fout· yen.rs. Ho also kept a gro~ery sto1·e tbe 

first p_art uf his lel'm. 
L. Tickner opened a hotel a_t Lynd in 1868. The travel through Lynd at this 

time cou~.dn"t have been very large or re~lar. Bands ot Flandreau lnd1ans
camped.,n ·the woods occasionally- and· a few· travelers trom Redwood· Falls
now and then &topped there as im1nigrants or on theh- way to settlements be
yond. Between Lynd and Redwood Falls there was but one house. Lumber 
used was ha~led 50 miles. generally from logs hauled the same distance to mill .. 
J.>rovi~1ons not raised at home-had to be b1011ght from· St. Peter or New Ulm. 

The fi111t regular mail carried to Lynd from lledwoocJ Falla and the first iD 
the county, probabl1, was by C. Hildreth'~ The cont.i-aot was soon ·after let 
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to Wn1. Jackson; who was the first white child born in $t. P~ul. James Cum
mings and J. Rouse built a saw mill at Upper Lynd in 186_8. 1t was changed 
to a grist mill about 1872 by Smith, Ellis & Rouse. This 1s now known as the 
Camden mill, and is owned by V. M. Smith. It hast hree runs of stone. H. B 
l\'larcyes also built a three run mill on section 28. . It is now the prope1·ty c,f 
Ji. F. Link. Chas. Hildreth commenced-the buiJding of a mill on section 17 
about 1872. A substantial dam was made and for good reasons, probably, the 
scheme was then abandoned. 

'1.'he village of Lynd was laid out by Mr. Muzzy on the south side of the Red
,vood river on'section 33. In 1871 he sold out to W. T. Elhs who put up ser-. 
eral butldings. 

Lower Lynd was laid out in 1871 by A.&.· Cummings and A. D. Morgan. _r,,,_ 

hotel was built ancl ru1;1 there by A-lorgan and Kiel, and the for1ner started :4 

store the1·e. Ellis moved his business there from Upper Lynd, aud the P. · O. 
was also moved there. About 1874 the P. 0. at Camden was established v.ith 
EI:is as P. ll. 

The older citizens of the county will remember I~ll.1s u.s a. ch:::.racter. G<",v-
crnecl mostly by impulse he was alwa.rs reu.dy to pr,~a.ch a. sermon, run horH•s 

for the whiskey. conduct a Sunday school or heat h1~ 1w:-;t l'rir~11Ll ~n a. trad .• • 

. Smee leaving here he became the 1110, ing fa.ctor in a clnird1 r1nv to sLwh a::i. 

t:xknt as to get his portrait in t·1e Polii.~e :::..rews. \\"!Jilt~ J1er1.1 li~ 1.va.:; a:1 cnei.'-

C· .. ·t11aht in ·i he•n-i.- rain ~ .. orm 0·1 tT1,. ,u•i·l~ It i:-; ::•,!cl ti 1 :• ·l1· P-l .,,11·)
1

:-1 , s~'1,•'l 1l,d ''--M ' I. J ,.. ,._., · ., .._.._. ,._ • • • • .. Lfila.,.. .1,•.~' ;._. l"i·" a,.~ •• •. '"""l~•\;L 

~o that a.II the otl1er goud:; Ll tilat loa.:1 ,r,ire shirred o·,e1.<J,J~tril, ::.r!.,l his k,1:J n1 
codti-;h, bcught nt tun hlt1.::-::, 1n·o:J:.dj!y on tiine, had t:°J 1n . ..;pt•2:i.d 1_,;et· thn hiil-; 

of LJ·11<l to_ dry till the air oi thn.t ~ct~lemen~·, it i:-; ~L.dnkd, rur:.,t:L:~d t1H~ Fl:.t:.1• 
,lrc.·au IudianiS aull seYcnts lntdi.~ we1~t ua the \\':.\l' 1,aU1 tldnkin g the/ smell•.;;,i. 

the ca.mp of a,notlrnr tdl>e. 
The first rutu'l':.ugt~ in the town '\Va.~ th~:i.t of r{. H. La!\_{1l•)n antl Zi l11ha. Cmn·-

111~ngs in 1S68, Rev. C. :F. "~right oflieiating. 
The first horses in tho county wer~ owned by E. B. L:u1gdon, fir~t lliiiles oy 

JU. V. Davidson, first chickens and tul'lie,Y:i by L. ,\r. La.ng1fon, first iwgs by L ... 
Tickner, first dog by J. Cummings. L. Tickner 1,Iowetl · the first groun: tor· 

crop in spring of 18G~. The fiest wheat raised wa-; Ly A. R, Cu1nn1ings rn 186~ 
},ourth of July was firat celebrated nt L) nd in 1868, arnl a 111erry celebratio11 · 

it was. 
There are now two IJostoflbes in Lyntl, one at Can1den with J. Rouse, P .. M:.; 
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1be other at what was formerly known as Lower Lynd, with L. S .. · Kiel, P. l\il. 
Both Upper and Lower Lynd were for a time the county se:tt. 

The· Redwood r1ve1· flows through Lynd, and a considerq.ble body of timber 
is found along its banks, though the fqel demands of hard winters have made 
:heavy inroads on it, and small quantities are now being marketed. Three 
·Mile Creek cuts the northwest corner of the town, and small branches of the 
Be(lwood make the wat_el" supply of the town ample. The ,prairie portions of 
the town are excellent soil and the agricultura.l statu3 ot Lynd is fully up to 
(be standard. 

The town ot Lynd was oritanized Sl'pt. 4, 1872, but no election was had. 'I'hc 
·eounty boa.rd appointed a.s its first oificer J. Rouse, cb~irman; A; U,. Cum
mmgs and J. Stark, -st1pervisors; N. -Davis, clerk; G. E. Cummings, treasurer. 

At the special _election in aid ot the Duluth railroad, Feb. 23, .1883, Lynd 
cast 12 votes, all in fa.var ot bonding the county. 

In 1888 it had 3,823 acres under cultivation, ot which 1,642 were wheat, 8913 
oats, 650 corn, 210 barley, 41 potatoes, 18 bean:;, 2 t6 tla.x. 

lts last assessccl valuation was $103,997. 
Its population is mostly Amerioan~ and intelhgent, thrifty and desirable ·cit-

There are five school houses in the town, anll church ·services are held at 
Lpld and Camden 

The homes of the present settlers are located as follows: 
Section 1, Youmania. ta.rm. , . 

-'Section 2, nl J. Goodwiu; se P. B. Fezler; sw C. and P. O. ~,arnham. 
~section 3, s~ J. Peterson. 
~section 4, se J. Myers. 
'Section 6, ne R. Spat.es; sw F. Peterson. 
Section 8, nw W. Williams; ne Jas. Lockey; sw A. P. Wells . 
. l;ection 9, nw CJ. S. Foster; sw A. and F. M.ellentine. 
8ec~ion 10, nw C. Morton; sw J. Anderson. 
Section .11, n½ La1Tibee- & Sons; sw \Vm. Acheson; se Otto Anderson; ne 

Chas. Pearson. 
Section 12, nw O. A .. Hawes; sw Co. poor farm; ne \Y. S. Eastn1an; s~ I. V. 

&Jstman. 
&et.ion 18, nw, A. Nelson. 
Seetion 14, ne C. Acheson and C. Nelson; se A. Nelson; sw Orla Nash anti 

1t ... Wond~rleigh; nw P. Mullany. 
Section 18, ne H. ltolpb; se Philip· Snyder; nw li. C. Tucker; s,v H. Rath-

mell. · 
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Section 20, nw H. Tucker; sw G. A. Woncierleigh; ne L. E. Fellows ali.d... 
Alex Burr; se W. and B .. Sykes. 

Section 22, ne J as. Cummings._ 
Section 28. sw L. Marcyes; ne Geo. Link and Link's mill. 
Section 24, nw B. F. Link; sw A. L. Randall; ne B. Heath; se Angel. 
Section 25. nw C. E.· Rice. 
Section 26, ne L. Gilman; sw Z. 0. Titus and B. Smith. 
Section 27, ne W, L. Watson; nw C. E. Rice, L. S. Kiel aad Lynd P. O.; 

sw Rioe and S. VanAlstine. 
Section 28, ne A. R. Cummings; seD. C. Pierce; nw J. Dryden. 
Section 29, ne C. M. Damuth. 
Section SO, ne O. Gregg; nw 0. 0. Gregg; 1e H. G. Ward; sw L. A. Gregg. 
Section 32, ne C. Shilliam and W. H. Langdon; sw V. M. Smith.; ae Camdea 

mill, J. Rouse. Gregg's store and Camden P. 0. 
Section 34, sw Mrs. Pierce •. 



TOWN OF ISLAND LAKE. 

Town 111, range 43, was organized in 1878, the first election being held in 
·ltarch 1879, electing Robt. Gardner, chairman; L. Grow and Geo. George, su
::pervisors; J. R. King, clerk and assessor; D. A. Kennedy, treasurer; J. H. 
Sykes, constable. 

Tho town takes its name from a, lake in .the south pa.rt of"the town. The is-
Jand in Isl,,nd Lake has an area of two and a half or three miles, and is cover
_. with a substantial ~owth of trees. The lake, covering probably 0Ye1· 200 
acres,. laia(no outlet except in high water, when it runs into Three .Mile Creek. 

It is fed by springs. Mr. J. R. King, living near ihe lake, bas a fine spring 
•!soft water. The ehores of the lake are .dry. There are not many :fish in the 
11.ke, but efforts have been made by Mr. King and others to stock it with pike 
a:nd other fish, and before many years this defect will undoubtedly be reme• 
&d. 

Goose lake, a short distance west, abounds in fish. It coTers about 160 
acres, has high rocky bank~, and is an attractive lake. 

:North of the lakes Three Mile Creek crosses the town from west to east. On 
Ille creek in secti-0n 24 there is a grove of natural timber, consisting of four or 
li-e acres. A branch of the Y ~now Medicine runs across the northwest cor
iler of the town, and has some timber on its banks, 

The surf ace of the town is not as level as tha.t ot some of its sister townij, a 
arrow range of the couteaus, gravel and stone hills, crossing the town trom 
ae11theast to northwest. This couteau section interferes som€what with the 
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agricultural ,·alue of the town. but the valleys of the couteaus have been v>nnd 
to make the best grazing district in the county. The washings from the hills 
probably enrich them. At least-the growth of grass is remarkably large and 
very nutritious. The rolling character of the pasture is said to make health
ier stock than on level fields. 

A gl~cial period or a drift from some other cause has deposited along these 
coo teaus boulders and small ledges of lime rock. The latter is often fou11d in 
large pieces, apparently dropped h·om some overhanging vehicle, sometimes 
standing on edge. Mr. King ran a lime kiln tor some years there on this sup 
ply, and abandoned it on account of co~t of fuel. 

The s011 outside the couteaus is as good as that of any other part of the 
county, and produces large crops. · 

The first settlement of the town was made by Rev. Williams on section 24, 
about the year 1870. In 1871 ·Lafayette Grow and Mr. Fort settled on the 
Yellow Medicine, and in 1872 John R. King settled on section 34, and kept the 
half way house- between Marshall and Marshfield. F_or some years after the 
town did not settle very fast, but it is now fairly settled up with vigorous and 
th~.farmers. Nearly every farmer has planted a grove _of timber, whicb, 
now begins to atford protection in winter, and greatly improves the summer 
landscape. 

The first m "l.rriage of parties in the town was J. R. King, Dec. 24, 1878 
to Elizabeth Milner •. 

The first child born WS\S Ethel IB>dgkins. 
The. first school was taught by Ada Kennedy in 1879. 
First religious servicefl at house of J. R. King by a _Mr. Dewey from Chicago. 
The reported acreage cultivated in 1883 was 1,601, 887 wheat, 370 oats, 1 ,S 

corn, 139 barley, 20 potatoes, 10 beans. Th~re ,vere 59 acres of forest tree-s 
and 'i50 rods set, on highways. 

39 votes were cast in Island Lake at the speC'ial election, Feb. 23, 1~83, to 
bond the county for $40,0C0 in aid of the Duluth, Nort.l) Sho~e;nd South
western railroad, which proposes to run through the county from Shelburne 

to Lucas. ·AU were tor bonding. 
'Ihe last assessed valuation was $80,396. 
The houses of settlers are situated as follows: 
Section 2. ne Aug. A1eehl, n,v John Olson; se Peter Jacobson; sw Ole Fer-. 

guson. 
Section 3. se John \V 11lson. 
Section 4, ne Peter Ferguson; se K. ~,ere:nson; nw H. Oleson; sw G. Rue. 
Section 6, ne B. Knutson; se E.· Tibbetts and L. Grow; sw A. R. Snow. 
Section 8, n! C. F. Tibbetts, T. Jacobson, M. W. Roberts; sw H. Nelson. 
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Section 10, nw M. Ferguson; ;;w H. Ferguson; se Jacob Willson. 
Section 12. n¼ J. Paulson; se l\lary Cornish, E. Rolph; sw J. P. Christian~ 

son. 
Section 13, sc Geo. Boston. 
Section 14, ne R. Phillips; nw John Lanning; se R. W. Phillips; sw Homer· 

Sparks. 
Section 18, el C. Willman; nw M. McDonald. 
Section 20. nw John Albright; ne 0. Moms. 
Section 22, swC. ~ohlman and John Dyke; se W. VanBuren; ne Paul Po

lasky. 
S6ction 24, nw C. Pochart; ne E. Barnes; se Geo. George. 
Section 26, ne J. Peterson; nw T. H. Russell and D. W. Kenne<ly; s-w D·. A. 

Kennedy. 
Section 28, el Robt. Gardner. 
Section SO, sw S. Freese. 
Section 32, nw John Foulds; se A.. Pochart. 
Section 34, nw J.C. Beach; ne C. J. Falk; se J~ R. King. 
There are .school houses in section 4 and section 34. 



TOWN OF C•JON CREEK. 
---

The town of Coon Creek lie~ or .,,the west line of the county and six miles 
from the south line. It is towr,-110, range 48. 

The town was orgft-nized in · 1ss2. The name of" Garfield was :first proposed, 
but as the state already had ~ town of that name it was changed to Stowe. 
This name not being satisla·etory, was again changed in 1873 to Coon Creek 
a name that is as appropria'te as Walrus Island would be for the equator. If 
there was ever-a coon in ·the town it must have come w1tli the south wind. 
The name, ho'\fever, has one merit, indiv1dualty. There 1s no other town or 
that name in-this latitudA. 

There is a· creek: '.ialled Coon Creek riling on section 6 which runs in a 
southeasterly cou:;,,se, striking: the east line of the town on section 24. It emp
ties into the ~i.edwood river. This creek has some timber on its banks near its 
junoiion "..vith the Redwood. 

Th~ ·1arge quantitv of school and university land in. the town has been a bar 
tQ rapid settlement.. The greater part of the improvement has been made 
within the lait year or two. 

Wood Lake, given as lake Marguerite on some maps, lies in the north part 
of the town and is a beautiful little lake fringed with timber~ The dr&inage 
of the town is into the Redwood river, which flows ,cross the southea1t corner 
and near the east line after leaving it. There· is some timber along the river, 
and wood has been sold in Marshall from Coon Creek, but the aupp1y 1s limi
ted and not sufficient for the future demands ot the town. Last y_eai:' s asses
sor's report e.:ave 17 acres of cultivated forest trees and 250 rods on hirhwaya. 
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The town was first settled by D.S. Burt who took land on section 24, in May 
1870. J. R. Burgett came in June 1871, • locating on section 4 on the bank or 
Wood Lake. H. H. Hotlgk:ins and F. T. Burt came in about the same time. 
Very little settleme~1;-_was made in the town for a year or two after. 

The first sermon.•M-;,preached by Rev. R. Wait in 1875. 
The first marria.pir''s that of Thos~ Milner and Ella Knapp, Nov. 28, 1877. 
The first birth -w-.:William, a son of Samuel Starrett, born at the house of" 

Mr. Burt in 1870~ 
The fi.1~t death" ~.that ot a babe of M.r. and 1\irs. Burt, November 1876. 
"'-\. portion ofJ · :i()wn is cut ·by the coteau range, making some rough and 

.. ,• '...-'.! .... ·,. . 

waste· 1-r.,...ud. :: .•- :are, ho\Vever, fine farming and dairy lands in the town, 
and seve1~al t _,;e· -~ .· rIPs ha;ve been opene(l by an enterprising class of settlers. . 

.Houses ot residen found as follows: . .._ . 
Section 2, se F. l\luugersonf sw 13. }"'. Bement and Nels Anderson; nw C. A. 

Johnson. 
Section 3, \V. M. Rice. 
Section 4, se F. Portet-. 
Section 6, ne Siemer; IJ.W P. Scneety; R\V C- Cupp. 
Section 8, nc lvl. M~lner; se G. 0. Rask. 
Section 9, se \V. \V. 1-ferrick. 
Section 10, nw F. \Yillard. 
Ser.tion 11, se A. Johnson. 
Section 12, sw \¥111. 1\IcCn.rt.r. 
S~cliou 1,t, nw J·ohn Cleland. 

Sectlon 18, se L. L~1eson; sw John tfo1i~1~0.rl. 
l • t• ') "\ • ~' J \ J . ,. ,,,e~~ 1011 ... ·J, sw 1. o ~~; s-J ~ ... J_r; 1u \V .11. ·'=L~1u~1 >U, 

~ection 22, sw J. Fuaer; s1~ L. IlihL:dh; 11:.: H. II. 1Io1gkin~. 
tSec~lOn 2--l, uw IJ. ti. Burt; Se r. Ihd.t. 
Section 2~1, s~ IL T~1ylor. 
8~c~ion :30, n} .J. ,J. ~IcDona1{1. 



TOWN OF CUSTER. 

Custer lies 011 the south line of the county n.nd :iiix 1nile.s fro1n the en.st line,· 

and iS""town 10!), range 41. 

The Cotton\vooll river Hows across the north end ot the town lro1n west to 

cast, ancl had son1e years ago consitlera.blo timber ~long its ban.~~s. This fact, 
which is an attraction 111 all new pr:.11:i"io countries, brought· .white traders to 
this s~ction before the Indian n1a,:,sa.cro o!' V3G:~. .A Gcnn:tn so111e tin1e befoi·e 
tbis opened an Inlliau tr:ulin;i: sta.t.ion on the Cuttonwootl rh-er it is su.id on 
section 1. It was ca.Bed S~1,r .. tt0g~t. 'l't·ouble with a llalt btccd by the 11a1ne of 

Joseph Campbell led to thr~ 111u1-;,l1~r of tirn trai.h•r by c~1.mpbdl who was after• 
,vanl hnng by a, 1nob ;,1,:, ~Ia,nk:tto for tilo nun·1.t.!L' of the J e \\'ett f :unily .. 

No ~ettlemcnt was n1:ule ttl.'t• .. n· thi;; till 1:~G8, ,-::he!l IL C. ~ • .tasters. .John 
A ven·, liorace Rand~Lll anLl U. S. RoLinson took ehd1ns in the town. The 

" 
tvwn wa:; organiz·~d in VHG, the ih·:st to°IVll nrnetm;. O...:t. 1 llh of that yeu.~·, be

ing held at the.school honsu on section :!. T!ie 1i1·~t t.wk.et clectetl was L. D. 
Lewis, clrninnan; "'"· .H. liughes anll ,rm. Shuw.l, EU}1CrYL,or;~; B. F. Thon1as 
derk and treasurer. The. othm· tu ·.vu ofibes "·ere not iillecl till tJ1c succcf~ding 
~ pring election. 

J auc l\litchell ta.nght tlrn 1frst school in a log hou~e on seetion :! in the win• 

ter of 1870. The tli3tl"ict then co1nbined the p1-.~sent ~0\\'11:3 of Custer, l\louroe, 
.Amiret aud Sodus. Custer now has three school db;trict.; n.nd comfortable 
school built.lings. 

R·lY, Rlley, n. :.\1-.!thJLli~t. preacli er: contltlCted the fir.)t religi oa.5 s~rricJ iI1 -~~1 ~ 



LYON COUNTY. 

town in 1870. The next }'ear a Presbyterian society of 16 members was or
ganized under R~v. Joseph Rees. A church was built in 1873, but was burned 
in 1878. The Congregational society now have u. church on section 12, Rev. 
P eregerine being pastor. . 

A considerable portion of the population of Custer is of "\Vetch extraction 
.and the census of the town would probably give about 240. people, ·the sprine; 
--election of this year_ showing a poll of 48 votes, . 

In the south part of t'ie town are tw<:> lakes, Lake of the Hills and Long lake. 
Along the qottonwood are some fine groves of natural timber, though large 

tracts have been cut oft" for fuel purposes. There are many pleasant home
steads and ricJ>: thrifty farms in the town. The assessor's report ot 1883 gave 
3,142 acres improved, 1,456 of which wet·e wheat, 917 oats, 269 corn, 260 bar
ley, 35 potatoes, 6 beans, 90 fl.ax. The town also had at that time 87 acres or 
-cultivated forest trees. 

'rhe Dakota Central runs through the south part of the town, but, as yet, 
has no station in lhe town. The nearest markets are, Tracy, tour miles east; 
Balaton, 2½ milE's welt; Amiret, 3 miles north; Marshall, 10 llliles north. 

Resident's houses are located a.s lollows. 
Seotioo. 1, se G. S. Robinson. 
Section 2, ne C. M. Goodrich and David Mol"gan; se E. H. Cutts; sw S . 

. DeLong. 
Section 4, ne B. F. Thomas; se B. B. 'l'homas; nw Layfayette Alden; aw A. 

Booth. 
Section 8, ne C. Anderson. 
Section 10, ne John Ave~·y; se Margaret Jones; w¼ W. W. Harrison. 

Section 12, nw Jas Morgan; sw J. Rees and R.H. Hughes; ef D. C. Griffiths. 
Section 13, s½ J. H. Cutler. 
Section 14, se W. H. Hughes, sw Wm. Shl.nd; ~w J. H. Hughes. 
Section 18, ne P. Fedde and W.W. Gifford; se D. D. Jones; sw Jas. Elliott: 

,nw Geo. I. Glotfelter. 
Section 20, n,v C. Whitmus and J. W. Whitmus; ne C. Whitmus. 
Section 22, nw J. Steele; ne Daniel Willford; sw K. K. Olson; se L. Soward 

and A. G. Bumford. 
Section 34, nw T. L. Harris; sw J. ·L. Harris; ne H. H. ,villiams; se S. 

Evans. · 
Section 25, ne L. B. Woolfolk. 
Section 26, ne R. Owens ·and R.R. Owens; se E. H. Cutts; sw J. Owens . 
. Section 28, ne J. P. Jones; nw .M. Nelson; sw John Swenson. 
Section 30, ne Wm. Parks; wl C. W. Candee. 
Section 3~, nw S. Soward. . 
Section 34, ne H. Peterson; nw Hans Jacohson se; C. Helleson; sw T. Nel

·sen. 



TOWN OF ROCK LAKE. 

Tne township of R.ock Lake, which is town 109, ra~ge 42, lies on the south 
line of the county and one mile from the west bne. It derives its name from. 
a lake which lies in the northwest corner of the town, the name of which was 
given it by tp.e early settlers on account of the character of its banks which in 
some places are nearly walled up \Vith b<:>ulders. It i~ a beautiful l~ttle lake
,vith some timber on its shores, deep water and stocked with fish It is a favor~ 
ite picnic gro~nd and one of the attractions ot the town. 

The ~own was first settled in the spring· of 1871 by the McNabbs from Ca.na
<la, who locs.ted on section-14 on the north shoreot lake Yankton. This lake 
is smaller than Rock Lake and not so deep, but is an attractive body ot pure 
,vater, and turnishes much :pleasure to the people of ~ !Sala.ton which is built on. 
its south shore. In 1872 W. and E. Hamm, G. W. Linderman, C. Osborn, J ... 
\V. Lester, J. A. Van Fleet, J. T. Crouch, A. Town, M.r. McKay and Miss _Lina .. 
Bishop were residents of the town. Other early settlers ,vere W. Liviniston,. 
L. Town. G~ A. Glotfelter, E. R. Weeks, L. Nichols, J. Abernethy, 0. E. Per-
sons and H. L. Gifford. 

The town was organized in Oct. 1876, and the following oflic~rs elected: 
W. Livingston, chairman; W. Hamm and Jai. Abernethy, supervisors; A. 

N. Daniels; clerk; G. W. Linderman, treasurer; J. A. Van Fleet and Geo. A. 
Glotfelter, jt1st1ces; E. R. We£ks and A .. M:cNab·b, constables. This el~ction 
wa~ held at the school house on the htnd owned ltyJ. Abernethy, now in.school 
<listriet No. GO. 
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The firEt marria.ge occurred in Oct. 1879, C. M. Eichler and Corn, Hamm. 
_Tbe ceremony was performed by justice 0 .. E. Persons. 

1.'he fi1•st death was that c,f Geo. A. Glotfelter, June 21, 1878. 
The first birth that of a son to one the McN abbs." 
There have been since the town was organized 52 births and 16 deaths. 
Rock Lake postoffice was established in 187 4, R. Weeks, postmaster. The 

o:ffi.ce was kept at Weeks' house in Lyons, however. He was succeeded by A. 
C. Dann in 1875, and during the samevear J. A. Van Fleet was appointed, and 
removed the office to his house in Rock Lake. He wns properly the first post-
master in the town. The office was discontinued in 1881, Bala.ton having 
sprung up with the building ot the U. C. railroad through the town, and the 
posto.flice at that town supplying ·the territory heretofore supplied by the 
Bock Lake P. 0. 

There are four school districts in the town and two substantial school budd
ings, one on section 8 and one on section 23 at Balaton. 

Religious services are held in both these houses by the Presbyterians and 
Methodists. 

There are sixty voters and about 250 inhabitants in the town. 
Tne assessor's report for 1883 gives Rock Lake 1,596 acres under cultivation, 

of which 801 were wheat. 4:94: oats, 181 com, 102 barley, 18 potatoes. There 
were also 89 acres of cultivated forest trees.; 

The last assessed valuation of the iown was ee4:,S91. As real estate has not 
been assessed for two years, there will probably be a large increase in the next 
assessment. 

The surtace of Bock Lake is rolling prairie, containing the usual amount of 
rich meadows and fertile farming land. 

The Dakota Central railroad, a b1·anch of the C. & N. W. which runs 
trom Tracy to Pierre on the Missouri river, passes through Rock Lake from 
east to west, giving the town one ~tation in Balat<'n. The Duluth road when 
.completed will undoubtedly give the town a competing market in a station 
near by on the west. 
· The Cottonwood river takes its rise in or near this town, and flows across it 
giving drainage, water supply and rich meadows. 

T~e pupulntion cf"Rock Lake is mostly one ot intelligent, thrifty an<l pros
perous Americans. No town in the county can claim a better class of settlers. 

There are three lakes in the town, Rock ~ake and Yankton, before mention-
•ed, and McKay lake on sections 3 ard 4. 

'fhe houses of settlers are found as follows: 
Section 2, nw T. Lochman; sw J. Gotts. 
Section 3, ne T. Luedkee; sw G. Golts. 
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Section 4, nw M. S. Fawcett and J. A. Van Fleet. 
Section 6, se Mrs. Crouch; s,v Geo. Carlaw; nw 0. E. Persons. 
Section 8, sw J. Abernethy; SE, G. W. Linderman • 
.Section 11, J. O'Garee; se G. W. Rowe. 
Section 12, nw Geo. w. Root; SW M. Randall; nei 0. s. Carlisle. 
Section 13, n~- J. W \-Volverton. 
Section 14, ne A. l'IcN abb; n\V C. A. Hl.otfelter. 
Section 18, ne E. R. Weeks; nw R. W. Taylor; sw S. Flint. 
Section 20, ne T. L. Terry. 
Section 21, se 0. E. Merriman~ 
Section 22> sw L. Town; ne Mrs. McErlain; se A. Town. 
Section 23, village of Balaton. 
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Section 24, nw N. Truedson and E.W. Gifford; sw Mrs. "frotter; se Wm. 
Hamm. 

Section 'l6, ne J. H. Moore; se H. L. Gifford; sw A. W. Bean. 
Section 28, ne ·c. Town; se H. C. Howard; nw N. Ter1·1• 
.Section 30, nw P. Russell; se T. Skoo.g. 
Section 32, nw J~ H. Johnson; sw C. K. Bengston. 
Section 34, s,v 0. O. La.ff; ne E. M. Hamm; se J. P. DaTis. 



TOWN OF SHELBURNE. 

The town of Shelburne is situated in the southwest corner of tq.e county. It 
was first settled in 1871 by E. K. Ronning, C. P. Myran and Christopher John
son, .Norwegians. The town was organized Sept. 6th 1879. The first town of
ficers were P. C. M.cCann, charman; D. A. Aurandt and W. F. Randall, super
visors, W. N. Olin, town clerk; l!. W. Howard assessor; E. Peterson, treasur
er; E. F. Dickson and H.P. Sandeen, iust1ces; Charles Howard and Andrew 
Gilbertson, constables. 
· The first religious services were held in the fall of 1876 by Bev. Mr. Egland 
a Norwegian-Lutheran. That society built a frame church on section 20 in 
the.fall of 1880. Tht' society sold the first church building to school district 
No. 68, since which they have built a large and very commodious church. 
which is an ornament to the town. The first school district ,vas organized in 
1880, including the whole town. The first sc~ool was taught by Miss Sadie 
Bartlett in 1881. 'fhe town has now three school distr1cts. 

Shelburne has one railroad running thrt>ugh it, the Dakota Central. A sta-
tion bas been established about 60 1·ods west ot the Redwood river, callecl Red
wood. 

The surface is rolling prairie, splen<lid soil, as good as can be found in tbe 
state, and is well adapted tor dairying or stook raising. Hay is plenty and 
can be put in the stack to cost not exceeding one dollar per ton. The town is 
watered by the Redwood River and numerous small lakes. Bv digging .. from 
15 to 25 fe-3t good water can be o~tained. 
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The western pa1·t of _tht town is settled by N orwciians, a very ind\1st~iou1 
clas1s of people ,vho are acquiring fine homes. The eastern part is settled 
mostly by people from the New England states. 

With tho completion of the Duluth R._ R. Shelburne is quite lialy to get a, 

station near its east line, wbich will give it the hest of market tacilitir~. 
The Redwood river flows through the town from s~uth to north near the 

center of the to,vn. 

Shelburne is a new town and rather scantily populfl.ted. The last vote of the 
town, that on the question ot aiding the Duluth railroad. was 23, of which 20 
were for ~he bonds. Thi~ s.nould give the town a probable population ot about 
130 •. 

The las~ assessed Yaluation· of Shelburne was $27, i91. 
'l'he assessor's 1·eport for 1873 gave the town 1241 acres of improved land, 

of which 540 were w4ent, 313 oats, 89 cor;o, 255 barley, 20 potaioes, 18 flax. 
The residents of the town are found as follows: 
Section 2, s~- Al1en Spink ancl John Olson. 
SeJtion 4, se C. Dean; sw '\V. F. Randall. 
Section 6, ne P. Simenson; nw 0. Kelson; sw A. G.Hangerud. 
Section 14, ne W. H. Shafer; nw W. N. Olin; sw John.Murphy. 
Section 18, se E. I{. Ronni11g; sp J.P. l\iiyran. 
Section 20. nw H! ~- Sandeen; s,v C. Peterson; ne Peter Anderson; se C• 

Johnson~ 
Section 22: nw P. C. McCun; sw P. McDonnell; e½ Ralph Batton. 
Section 24, sw E. F. Dickson; se C .. Fellows. 
Section 26, ne E. Peterson; se N. Hommobera-; sw S. Goseth; nw D. N~ 

Aorandt. 
Section 30, e~- H. J orgerson; sw E. A. Blegen; nw M. L. Blegen-. 
Section 32. sw P. Ronning; ~e 1. L. Blegen. 
Seotion 84, ne P. M~Ginnis; se N. Lilaquist; sw J. Limblum. 



'fOWN OF MONl:tOE. 

llonro.c-is tho southeast town of the county anti ;s towu 109, rang~ 4/). 
1~he surface of the town is le\~el pt·a.irie with nothing to bbstruct the vision. 

There is scarcely any \Vaste la.nd, au,t the soil is of the best quality. In the 
assessor's report for 188:3 th~ town is given 3,410 acres under cu!tin-1.tion, of 
,rh1ch 1, 10~ were~ wheat, !HG Ottt:5, 78G corn, Hl0 barley, 43 pott;.toes, ~18 fla,x. 
· In 1871 the fir.st settlements were 111at.ll} by D:.wid St:.Lft't1rtl, J~. \V. lfoa.:y, anll 

I . 

George \Vhitu. In 1872 J. L. Ctajg-, Ole Rialson, ]~. L. Starr, Edward. Glynn 
and perhaps a few others ca1.ne iutu tho town. Tho towu di1-l not ir:.1pi•oyo 
Ycry rapidly for two or thrt'e years thouµ;h tl:o \V. & '.·~t. D. H. lt. was built 

through the town 1n 1S7~ ull!.l loca.te<.l a station :11 :.-!,tl the ea.~~ l~ne, c·a.ilPJ She
tek St!l.tiou, lake Shetel( J~,·ing a. few nule.~ ~outh in I\'!una}' Co. ttnd tb~ ship.--

• .c l , b . ' l . ,,, 1·· .. .., . k St 1nna; O.&. t 1at settH.m1ent 'e:ng tncn n.1~tL e l:101·.~- .l i1t~ p,,.;;to lH!C ot .:>flCto - --a· 
tion ·was first in the township or ~un11n:t in 1-t~d·.·.e,o<.l Co. The .t-t~ltiiJn for u, 

tinie appeared on the 111ap8 u,s Sumn1it. Thu 8t~ltlon wa~1 n1·n·ed to ::cetion 23 

in 187 4, and that and the posto!lbo ch~tn!:;et.l in na!ue to Tra:.:y in 
1877. 

Fubrnarv .. 

The first school iu the town was·taug!1t hy Stella, Cleydand in. Lie sim1;uer 
• 

ot 1875 in the I'l'csbytcrian <.:hurch at Tr~u:y. Thi;, chun:h h~u1 LC!:!u l;uilt 1ha.t 

spring by a society org·anized by Re 1
;. H.n.nson1 \Vaite who ·1:.iecm1ue pa~tor. 

The 111st religious organization iu the town was ti CongrC>gu.tional Sn.l>bath 
school in 1874. Before the building of tho Presbyterian chur~h thosu o1 tl1~lt 

1>crsuasion htid held service.; at the bous~ of E. L. 3tr~rr, a~ f~u· Lac-k as 18 ,3 

under direction.of R~v. '\Yaito .. 



97 LYON COUNTY. 

By an enactment of the towr. early in its history all the sectiun lines arc hiid 
out for roads. 

There are now two school buildings in the town outside of Tracy. 
The first birth in town was a sori of George ,Vhite, June 17, 1872. Ile died 

Sept. 10, 1872, the first death 

Thf' town. was organized in J au. 1875, the tirst election being at the store of 
H. N. Joy. 

There are tln·ee lakes in the towri, tw_o ot them being so near together, on 
section 19 and 30 that the name ot Twin Lakes covers both. On section 3-l is 
lake Sigel, lf hich by pipes supplies the railroad water tank in Tracy. There 
is no natural timb,er in the t:lwn.~ 

Tracy will be treated of in a~other article. 
Resident's houses in Monroe are locatell as follo,v3. 
Section i; sw C. Reggle. 
Section· 2, sw E. Ladd. 
Section s, se J. Jones. 
Section 4. ne Jessup & .Walsh; sw C. ,~. Van Dusen; nw \V:Northrnp. 
Section 5, ~e Jas. Thompson; sw J. ,v. 'fyson .. 
Section 6, se P. Peregerine; sw B. R. Bass; nw E. W. Glynn antl I. Gro""'e1·. 
Section 8, nw J. Glynn; s,v F. Durst; ne J. P. Da\·is; se Rees Davis. 
Section 10,nw R. Lawrence and "l\I Larson; sw G. Larson: ne E. Jones; s-e 

T. Larson. 
bection 11, se Nevius Bros .. 
Sention 1'2, ne J. R Mull~n; se ,I. B. l\Iullen. 
Section 14, neJ. B. Deal-;· se J. L. C1·aig; nw J. C.·Tweet; _sw R. Cnv:Ln_n.gh. 
Section 15, s,v N. H. Starr. 
Section 17, se G. :hendik1ng. 
S~ction 18, se W. Moulto.n: sw H. Hugbas; nw R. Price. 
Section 2{), nw \V. H. l\iiorgan; sw 0. :A,mu11dsou; se 0. Olsen. 
Seetion 21, Uhas. C. Warren. 
Section 22, n•y A. Ellinson; sw L. ltialson; ne S. D. Peterson and T~ Le~vis. 

so Ole Rialson. · 
Section 23, Yillage of Tracy. 

· Section 2~1, nw ,v. S. l\loses; sw W. llenning; ne J. l\iloline; se J. S. \Vil-
n1artb. • . 

Section 25, nw H. l-I. T1u1s. 
Section 26, ne L. 1\lontgon1e1·y; n w 0. Johnson. 
Section '27, J .. J. Randall. 
Section 28, ne U. Unristianson; se Ole .Anderson; nw Olo Helgerson: s,,. A 

Christianson. 
Sectio11 29, no lirs. R. Sessions. 
Section 30, nw 11~. D. Evans; sw G. 0. l\Uller. 
Section 32, nw A. Amundsou; sw H. Ann1nch;on; se J. Jacobson. 
Section 34, nw H. Moline: sw E. Anderson. 
Section !3G, ne J. Retz; n,v Schmitz. 





HU M P H R.E Y &. G A I L, 

Cl:l.e>1oe G-re>oer1es Ol:l.eap. 
( It you want the best goods that the market affords call on us. 

CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, STONEWARE. 
We make a specialty of handling nothing but first-class goods that we can 

guarantee. 
---------------------
MARSAt+L MARBLE WORKS+ 

:m. el". ~A.R.R.J:BC>N, 
DEALE:& IN 

Monuments and Head Stones, Table Tops, Shelves and 
1'.l.tl.BBLE POSTS. 

Foreign and American granite furnished on application. 



BEST PLACE TO TRADE IN MARSHALL I 
•· r-;., .· :·-. -:,~-, \.. . 
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Attractions in all lines. 

Gloves~ Jloats & Shoes, Hosiery, &c. 

Ca1·_pets anct U pl-1.ol§)tering Goods. 

A 111am1uotl1 stock of everything 11eeded by farmers and 
. townspeople, fillirtg first a11d seconcl floors. 

Don't got your supplie;:; till yo11 l1ave visited tl1e store of 

0:. PEHRSON, 



I have repaired ma11y machine~ i11 the last 12 yea1 .. s, a11d 
have-never been able to find one worn ot1t. • There are no 
worn 011t sewing machines. Get the worst old sewing ma-

• 
chine you can :fi.11d, bring it to me, and if the necessary parts 
are in market; I will put it in order or forfeit $20. I have 
never failed to successfully repair one yet. 

Permanent residenee, Marshall, Mi;nn. Leave orders at 
M:oGandy's art gallery. ARTHUR M. NICHOLS. 
-------------·-----------

e ars 1 
E&T.A.EIZ..:E&:e=:m:o ZN l.8'7 a. 

Subscription, price, $1.50 a year. 

C.- F. (1ASE, Editor and Proprietor. 



1873-ESTA.BLISHED-1873. 

ir. P. ~A.T&ON, 
-DEALER IN-

l&rb11r1, · ~tav~1, Tinw1r1, i&r Iran, W~an ~tack,. 
FENCE-WIRE, 

Window Glass, Paints, OHs, Guns, Arnn nitionf 

FARM IMPLEM'NTS. 
Main St., Marshall, Minn. 

J. P. ,vATSON. A. B. CHACE •. 

WATSON & CHACE, 
-DEALERS IN-

FARM MACHINERY, 
·SULKY PLOWS, WALKING PLO\VS, DRAGS, SEE'DEBS, 

WAGONS, FEED MILLS, TWINE BINDERS, IRON MOWERS~ 

HARVESTERS, 

Reapers, Sulky Rakes; Horse Corn ~lanters. 

Above is a partial list of }Iach1nery and implements carried in stock, all first· 
class and warraD ~d. 



-- ·• -·-----

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, MARSHALL. 
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\VArrSON'S STORE, )IARSH.ALL. 



FARMING LANDS FOR SALE 

-TllE-

WINONA & ST. PETER R. R. 
IIAS FOR S.ALI~ 

800,000 ACRES OF CHOICE LAND. 

-IN-

SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA AND DAKOTA-

. Offered on tl1e most liberal te1~ns. 

Small . payment down and low rate of 
interest. 

12½ per cent. discount for casl1. 

H. m:. BURCH.I.B.D, 
Land.A.gent, 

1'.lanhalJ, DI.Inn. 
Geo. Land Commls8lo11er, 

· Cllleago, Ill. 



Blue Front Store ! 
FROM 1878 TO 1884. 

And here we are now, and the true blue shall continue to 
indicate that here is the place to secure the best quali

ty of fl.our for t.he least money, as was the case in 1878 
when wheat was 44 cents a bushel and common 

grade flour $3.50 per cwt. Our friends •will 
remember when we brought the 

I I I 

e 11 e · 1vers1 e 
to tl1e front, with true blnefor our guiding motto, and we 

stand there·yet, determined to never go back on our 
record. 

We still l1ave the old reliable Riverside fl.our, and also for 
the least money, . 

·•-t.a ..... 
ci-01-•urc. 

MEN'S FURNISHING GOODS, GLOVES, AND 
MITTENS, TRUNKS & V A.LISES. 

When yon want anything, call and see us, and we promise 
full measure, 16 ounces to the pound, and no stretcl1ing. 

F. S. WETHERBEE. 



- . ..._d.cJ.:a.so 

DEALER1N 

HARDWARE 
-AND-

FA.RM_ ~IACHINERY ! 
BUILDING PAPER, 

A LARGE STOCK.OF 

Gaso1:I n e &'toves, 

Barbe«:1 Wire, Piles of Tinware, &c, 

I have two first-class workmen, and am prepared. to manu
facture any thing that can be made from tin, sheet 

• iron or copper . 
. . 

Especial attention is called to the Deering Binder and Case 
Threshing Machine, the best iµaohines now in use .. 



·I 

· 9 I . 

• . ea vs ee 1ve · lore. 
The largest stoclc west 

A Carload of Sugar, 
·C fl GC RE fl Y t 

A n1am1noth stock, 

AT LOW PRICES.~~~--

Sto11eware, Green, Dried and Tropical Fruit, Ho11ey, 

Roller Mills }1lour I 
l.\ll:arsha1l. 1\IJ::L:D n. 



The largest excl11sive boot and shoe house i11 scuthwestern 
Minnesota is tl1at of 

--... .., ...... i.s dl'aw, cl.a, 
Marshall. 

If yo11 w-arit tl1e best go()ds i11 the mar
liet, · lie ca11 SltpplJ'" yotl. Sevel'·al yea1~s 

experie1~ce enables l1in1 to allvays_ 
gi,7e sa.tis.factio11, a11{l fur11isl1 bet-
ter goo<ls for tl1e 111011ey tl1a11 

yot1 c.a11 get else,vhere .. 

ffl '. ' 

Jl I re11 s · · oes 
in 't'nclless variety, fro1n the fi11est to the cheapest. 

Everythin~ nec~lell in the boot antl shou linn yon can find nt Janda's store~ 
sio 11 ot the ruu UIJOL 

" 



WINONA GANG-SA WED 

YOUMANS BROTHERS & HODGINS. 

,,,. e offer larger and better selectedstooks of common lumber 
· dimension, ·flooring, siding, etc. ever offered in market • 

-ALSO-

WAINSCOTTING, SHINGLES, LATH, DOORS 

GLAZED SASH and BUILDING P.APER, 

BLINDS AND DOOR .!·~ND WINDO\V FRAMES OF ALL KINDS 

SCREEN DOORS AND CEDAR POSTS &C. 

BRICK, LIME, PLASTERNG-HAIR, 

-O.tlice at end -of ·bridge on Second street, Marshall, Lyon Co. Minn 

M. SULLIVAN, Agent. 



PARSONS &: WISE, 

CLOT.HING, 

• 
We always keep a large as

sortment of men's and boys' 

suits, trunks and valises, hats 

and caps of every style, gloves 

and hosiery, underwear, &9_ 

Our goods are selected by a 

) I / _ tho~ughly competent cloth-

---.-.....-- f!J / ing man and our prices cannot 

~ ~ be beaten in the west for the 

I ---- same quality of goods. 

Our clothing is kept in such 

quantities· that we can fit ev

erybody, and is always warranted to be just what we sell it 
for. 

One Price to Al L. 




