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fronch Qcocupstion in Hiohigan
1632 - 1760
by
Hre.Evangeline ¥.Griffin

In a1l stuges of soelely those unquesiionably doserve the highest praise,
who outabep their @@mt@m@@rarlea, he merii consists in setiing the example, in
azhiblting ths patisrn afler which others may work. I4 isg smgy to follow where
thers is one Lo lead; bul to be the first to shrike oud in & new and unbried way,
in wagbever siate of gosdsty It may be found, marks o gonius above the coawws
oraiere dush mon are onbtitled to everiasting gratiluds.

9 much has boen written conceruing the discovery and selilement &8 iMiche-
igen, and 1% hag been done go efficiently, that my task is ratheor a difficult one,
thougn plessing., If however, in this short revisw, the kaliedlscopic picture is a
pleasant one, inspiring you %o a keetier interest in our loecal histery, and gn a-
ppreciation of the forces which humenize all experisncess then the tims vill hawe
been wWell speut.

4 few dutes @il? be necessary to establish our cyele, beowever, not dates
and Ligurss, but a spirit of the metivating force and the idealism of the iime,
and & reciital of s few @ﬁ those high souls, who carried the while plums of courags:
for it took more than love of adventurs orf braverye

rodading colonial history one is mogt forsibly lspresssd with the diffsp-
once volweon French and Englisgh colomies, in thelr beglenings and ip their latter
Lortunos, &@llﬁwzng the discovery of America a graai revival of the spirii of ade
venture lead to colonial emberprises in all paris of the world. Spaln took ths lsad.

The French preceeded the Snglish in offeetive work though they were not far
apirt. At that time,the French m&iiﬁfﬁ'%@?@ admirable sariners and 1% is questisa-
able whether la spites of the great ZEnglish ceptains of that day whose desds hsve
hegems famous, they did not vholly surpses their island neighbors in the general

gualily ef thelr seamenshipe

Tho French ap colowists, in the proper sense of the ierm, were many uears
#» wdvancs of the English and begas with more scber almge The Engllish wepe bold
axplorers, and had sore $he opirid of huccansoring sud fros booling and Jar lsas
bumandty 1n dealing with the natives. Before any parmansat English colonies were
¢gtablished, thoy becane involved im domssiie difficuliics with ithe goverament,
wvhich had cesassd o favor such eaberprisss or pay much atiention ¢ themg thsir
naglacted infancy was one of the reasons why they at last becane so independenty
of Trans-Atlantic management as to outgrow it embirely. Beltween the begimpings of
Fropneh cclonization and the tims when the English ecloniss began to incresss,
Frooneh institutions had been attending more and mere toward sentralizaiies.

shen the first seiilements wers mede in America the absclute personal
government of Louls 1V hed becoms supreme and was £s acktive in this region then
known as New Frence ag it was io France itself{. The king was slsc zealous in ene
foreing religbus wniformiiy. The two great clerical orders of the colonies, the
Jesuits, and Recolliers, or Framciscans, held between them subsiaptial aa%&ari%g
over all religous metiers. Bolh religous and socular offiecials were oppeossd te
gotilements of remoie pest. A aystem of personal oversight was maintained over



avery man who came into the couniry and there is no instence recordsd whers any-
onoe over setiled down im the wilderness @as a saustier or @i@&@@f and sleared a
Tarn for himeelf. All farming settloments wers under fized and resbricted regu-
lations, and sveryvens who went into the woods liscensed ey'halies@asaég went as
a roving adventurer, net &8s a setitler. This is significant. ‘he Srench pelicy as
far as the back couniry was goncerned wie to mansge and control the fur trade,
and 4o return varter with the Iandlang.

sk of this was & monoply confined to favorsd persche or companies. As
g rosult,; o formidable irpegulsr srade arose and the povrosons concerned in the
Lilieit business were those of the highest ranll end limportance. They geserslly
sansced bp protest thelr oon emlssariss mnd ags&@&a@aﬁg and procure for thom scone
e or loter such advancements 43 was possible in the colony.

The imigrante that coms in considerabls nurnbers froem warious paris of

Irence, but chiaefly from Rormandy and other northwestors provinees, wore of uwn-
neual intelligencs and onterpriss. The pelicy of the countbry was atiracbive, :
singe trads had bsen made an honorable ealling apd mem of all ramke sand conditions
swarmed in. Thers were not many Indizms® tribss $o which the lower classes hed
pes jeined themsslves. Haany of these were not wanting in shrowdsess; and they ex-
sreised great inmfluence, bo their credit be it snid, that they did mueh $o sxtend
tiwe French povesr and repulation and maintain the French ascendoncy among ths Ine
dinnge.

The fesling was an honorable onoi one of miusl sonfidonce snd sstoem be-
tween Indian and white man. The most notable among the wanderisg pioneers wes bu-
luthe. Huoh could be said of him bub ocur concersm today ls the Frenck histery of
Hichigan. Much has beon told about the French occupstion im ths upper penlnsula,
but the interior was & wildorness, high banks and marshes. Advesnturing could omly
bo made on foot while the great water ways and lakes were the opsn bighwayse The
shief sourcs of achivity »t this tims was the trading post. The Frepch posts iv
Michigan were subjest to constent atiack by the Emglish, by indirect eoffeorts and
intrigues, and primcipally with the Indiamsg, though the Frenchk had plainly assert-
ad the titls of France, and as plainly threatened to.use sll reqaisite forece te
expell intruders.

Ths first Fremch %traveler of nois sepposssd o havs visited Hichigen was
Chmmpledgn in 1623. The Frepch governuent on morc then one oscasion assorted that
he passed $he Dotroll and his mep showed thet he kpew the conmection of Lake Hue
ron ang lake Zrie. |

ime of the missions wvhich was the roswlt of ome of his explerstions was
a2t the hesd of ths 3t. Glair River on the sast =ide of Leke Burem. The storiss of
the missions, trading companies, and Hilitsry posts; Bre intervevem. Heovever, in
'3

the passing iet us remark thet Jaogues Cartisr was the firg% Fronchmen t¢ gals
footheld by government asthority, that ses im 1534,

?:afsx ig'%m&la W regareed as wap 4.&.55-'3 g,wvw?n«m s & ”"‘”i“im $0 which he was “"‘*“5:@4““5‘"

s8d in 1632 znd o whieh he served umiil his da&%h in 1835,

Returning o the iradimg postss white men visited Saults Saint Harie as
early as 1641, ye% it ressined primeipally am Indian village, for many yesrs with
an socaslomal Jesuit mission atinckment. It was the rallying poimt for most of
the savages in this sectiom for this was the gromt fish reglom much sought by the




Indiamse For this remson it was firgbt to aasume importance as o trading center.

The forests of Michigem were teeming with fur bearing animsls whoese po
palts for mamny years supplled the trading rosts. The Fronch policy of trade was
monopolistic in cheracter. The exclusive privilege of tradimpg was granted %o
solonized oompunlies. Ho ome was %o go searching for furs among savages, but the
iatter wore %o bLripg them into ths depot, vhich was Hontreal.

Sut o class of advendurcus Frenchmon disregarded this roling snd struck
out boldly imio the wildernoss fgp theuseives. Ap the tradlpg spread She Igsce
ané Hockinac spomed more f2versd places for the French trader and the accompsny=
ing Gatheollc missiom: Frobably becausge the elimete snd sell were more hospifable
end they woere both o the waterway to wmore scutherm localitiss-- 35 by 1689 ¢he
Zaulte was fbandoned as a trading post. Howsver in 1750 two officers of the
Franch army of soms digtinction comvelived the ides of a military post at the
Ssuldte, and with an eys $¢ bullding up their private lortunes sought 4o obiain a
grant ol land of great sisze ms a reward for their offorts, te siresgthen the
Froncn holdings asgainsgt the BEnglish itraders, who were then getting numerous apd
tronbleatnt.

An lastrument was sxecubed that same year by iBrquis De Jonguiere, gov-
eragr of Jdanade, Honsieur Begot, Intendemt of the sums. Loulis 1V of Franse im 1751,
retified and confirped the instrument, and thug vas coiablished the title to ens
af the largest ferms in Michigens 14%°s medest proportions covering thres bundred
and thirdy squere miles or $we hundred thousend acres of lend, Thus it cen plaine
1y be seen thet homesifing and agriculturs were min considersbion with the Freach,

Of 211l the Hichigan trading posis there wag sone thei grew to greaier
importancs in the fur regims than Hichilimackinac and thet impobtance wes gssumed
airiye 4% is clsimed that French traders lived there in 1648,

Perkmap calls i% the chief resort of the coureurs de bols with whom the
french authorities could do nothing. “his mart wBs & gplendid place for the Jesmit
0 meet the Red Han so he founded hies mission herse

The name of Joseph La France must bo mootioned; 83 he was head of one
af the fue corponiss. The slinstion wes idesl, for the Irogueis dare net veniure
aoross Bhe lake with thelr einses, tnd as they 8 t0 1% by weler, se they

capnot approneh 1t by land, by rofson of the marshes, fons and rivers 4iXliculi o

GEGE55e

Gharlevoiz writing in 1721, speaks of the domoralization of the Island
caused by the gstablishmont of & new post &t Deiroite. Iz the Cotheolic church op
the isiand ithere today , which was the mission churech, llies buried ueder the alter,
the mortal remains of ipdeme laFrombroiss. She was an Oliewa woman, married to a
Franchman apnd earrisd on the treding post op ¢he Grande River meer Lake Michigan
afber her husband‘'s death.

She had given the site for the missien chureh and her reguest o be
suried thers was compiisd with. Her daughler marricd the comumndamt of Fort Hask-
inag, Captairn Benjemin Plsrce, who was the brother of (emeral Frapklin Pieres whe
after becams Fresident of the imited 3tates.

Ampng the names of the most illustrious Josuits missionariss, wers those
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of Rayubmndi and Joques, who viesited the Saulie In 1641, iIn 1666, iAllonez mads
the tour of Lake 3Juperior, and with Merqueite in 1668 snde a complote map of
all the great lakes vhich has besn proserved to our time.

In 1670 iwo prissts, Salnise epd Dellier, viglted the site of Deireit.
Buh perhaps the zreabegt of all those wus Horuuslties Hiz 1ifs neost peoulisr in
the fach thedt he was nonest, true, gnd zosious In his underttlingse Unaffecied
by the jealousldes as bo trade or proferment he lived n short life of great pri-
vatlon and hardship as most would censider, yot be disd happye A mariyr to his
snargies on the fisld of lsbor in 1675, His pname is preserved by a riwer, a sity,
and & railroead in our stade.

somptimss ne doubld, a handseme monument wlll reark the spol of his third
burial at 3%. Ignece sems $welve yeors ago. His name will slways be prominent ia
iz chursh as ong of the few disbiluguished mon who lived and dicd im Hichigan.

itsagsems fitting, &% this tims, to mention Father VWiliiem Frances Jage
piar of our times. The lasgt of ithe black robes whe has gives forty-siz ysers of
alg Life $0 wmisslomary service among the Indisns in the region of Heuld Stse.
ipriee He iz novw soveniy-soven yvourg old, but comtinues %o windsgter o his Chipp-
gwa fleeks in sealiered portions of porthern Hichigen snd (ntaric. He is the Bult’y
one Lisk with the historic pagt.

Fabher Cagpler is o Jesuiv who followed ip the footsteps of Horquetis and
obhors vho brought cheisiienity to the Irsguois, the Algoaquins and other tribes.
e officiated ot the Jenm Hicdlet iter-=centemsiry fisld mass, Jly 1, 1934. 1% is
my heppy privilege to hnow him snd eall him friemd, And egaisn it is alpmoet time
for the cherished Christmns letéer. 4 man of ewltursl background, a deligheiyl
musleien, aad one who htsg lad & kife of perfest czlf-ahmigatiof.

Before lsaving the Saulte the oldost settleoment im the stats, I mush tell
of Jean Telon, Igendent of framse, who called & great council of Indiems at the
susdie in 167Ll. Fourdzen tribes of ihe nosthwest zont reoprdsontatives $o msed ths
D

ronek ofiicors, cewmnded by 4%. Lussm, vho with due coremoniss, tock formal
nogssasion of the coundyry, and oubsblished the firet miillary post in the gisice

[ A

Thet soume yeor the mission of 56. Igpatins on the souib shore was founde-
2ds Labter a fordt wae build in 1678 or &0, i% lig snid, by LaSslls.the first cofe
memdant. iHisur De Leuvigny De la Porte commsaded there for four ysarg, and wag yo-
lisyed by antolme De lo Hotle Cadillasc i 169 whe remuined Shere oo commmadant
Tor Ii9e yoRrse

&% this time St. Igneace was the largest "sity™ izm sll this part of ihs
countrys for, besides the Buropoams, adventursrs, voysgeurs, traders, couwriers;
priests, offissrs, and soldiers, there were thousands ef Indisms, the soures ef
the rieh fur supply that was the then known woalth of this land, Fieture this set-
ting, is you cans the liittle mission church apd priest’s house, wigh it’s mission
satoel snd disponsory; the rough fort surrounded by a pellisade of high plsketss
behind them ithe wavisg pine dross, and befeore them the eparkling waters of the
gbraits. The pichursscue garb of the Indians, mede of skin, and soloriully aderned.
The squally picturescue drseass of the traders and courier du bols. The uniforms of
the military, and the black froke of the priests formed the animste part of this
GORRS,

‘hepe were no worsh sxcepht the Indian squaws, no childrea except the pa-
noaBs. Hot far from the fort wore the otmps of the differenmt tribes that had coms
4o trade their furs wilth the goods of the white man. This is a description of life
ag it was really lived in our own stete nearly three hundred years ageoe



And now we will travel up the river which lies befor our deoor, and
movas through a mist of legend and trediiion as well as though 2 landscape of
subgbantla] history. Truly, 1% is an epical river. and, %o this site of letroit
in his vessel; the Griffing came LaSalle, in 167% 4lso, Eﬁ%h@&“ Louis Hennepin,
and #H, ?%’%?«

To lalalle, my be aitiribuited the first overlamd journey ever made ser
@msm the state by a white man, It happoned this way. The us"ii‘zm left BDetroit,
August 1@5 15‘?% with hafalles and twentyefive ez*bh%m; going teo @mea Bay vhere t
Tha piggte took en her carge amd sitarted on her relurn trip to Hiagrs. laSalle
gid ?;z‘?«gz 5:;3::3:@, but with his rart of arbisans took canoes, eressed m the Hichigan
B0, aobgiod down fo the nouth ef the 3% Jomeph river, vhere ho sgbabilishsd

fhe Griffin was to have picked him up there, afier discharglisg her carge

at Hiagrsa, ka'f:e after long waliting, the truth was Wrought ham that disagteor hsd

bafallen her, 89 he gtarted his vonderful jJournmey across the state, overland for
5it, and thus te Hiagra snd Cuebecy eaduring the rigors of Fsbruary and Barch,
g aut ﬁiﬁ}h@ut : tent even, wading swamps, dependiag on wild gams for food,

no8 Jﬁmmg@ and fortitudes hardly humsn, finslly orossing the Detroid river om

The nost colorful of all chersclers and the first wvhile smn %o touch our
ghores was Jon Hicole%, ond he was grooted by the Bed fkins, This simple @z’@l@g&@
of a trading pont, and Indism mtez*z;wtﬁr angd 8 VoyBgour, was cormissioned by Chep-
piaizn $o discover the great river thel was supposed to hawve empitied imbo the wo sk o
orr szeRg s8%1ll sesking the passsge to Chinge

ﬂ

Sh

Lot vs erient our minds, for a fovw nomentsl fron the gmﬁ% gity of our
gtate, that we motor over and know so well, and visuelize the wirgin lend that Hie
plet and his zompapRions S&w.

4 foragt primevaly mighty drees, wide expanses of blug, our lakes,
waters, quiet sitreans; and the zoft rustle @:E’ snstartled animmls z28d birds,
ail boauiifnl in it °'s wilderness.®

Into this world cams Riecolet®s canoes, and on the shere eof lLake Hichigan,
thougands of Indians assombled b0 meet him, for werd eof his coming nad gone bofors.
By of the Indians had knowm him vhen they had gone $o the Fremeh %mémg pogt at
Trodn Riviers, ar Alwweile, See him dresesed in & gorgeous chiness mandria, richly
eulbmaldered with birds snd Dovers, grogd poles sre slonding on each gide of himyg
frou which are hung mony presents, gay in aolor, thuges he gouss amomg theme In
suagh he holds & buge horse pistel, an imposing signt lndeed, addressing the sawve-
55 he wurges lasting peace with the great vhite father im Lusbse. Thes 1iltisg
he pigtols skyward, pulls the triggers, == the squaws and braves r@s back inte
the ?:}é;s%zg ’&el leving that the torrible szplosien ls errible thunder from heaveng

‘Qnﬁ a} 4-3 40& o 'ﬁ'
wvhish Hiszcleh had c%llaw 3ocne Tholr confidsnse is socn reztorsd and they ara

trevepdougly lmprossed.

{

He could not leouram ﬁ@%mm about & river vhich flowed from the west,
and which migzht lemd $o & passage o Cathyy nor did his mandrin robes swaken ata-
21 memory of their Chinese srigmg s did, however, hear of a mighty river,
the Hisslgsippi, and it's coupse VBB t0 %o the south and not to the x?ﬁ”ﬁ%g ¢ he

a;g
Wu
‘e
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went back to ‘websc. That was the coming of the first white man to Hichigan.

This part of the couniry, E@trait5 wag viglted by white men as early
ag 1645, and there wers = pumber of Jesuilt nmisalons established in the neigbbor-
bood, bub mnot exnctly &t the location of Detrolt, as sarly ss 1655,

The posgt of Ueltroit wes found by JAwbolne De la Hotte Cadillacy July
'g T2l He was first in the ?‘*a‘t of somandants in Detroit, of French rule, and
the most interesting of them. Yadillmc had great influsmeo over the savages, and
o prevent Turthar sl aehs iel, fron the Zangl *gha-@ﬁ& to spowre more effectually the
Fronoh suprertsys s succsedsd du geliing pezmiscion froam wuﬂﬁ” Popbchartirain %o

begin & settlement ia Uetrold, beoenuss u& ibs slrigetic positicre

“3‘ &‘i

Dorn in Feanes, in 1661, Gadillac obtalned an sxceollsnt edugnbion far
guperier than that of his &ssociaies in the new wprld, He cams to Amsries im 1683,
married darie Therogze Julon in 18687, und thirteon children wore born of thiz union.

From hugust 44, 1701, whea Gadillsc rosshed Dsibroil, and the onsulng ten
years of aig life, is “h@ history of Detrolde A mma of uaususl erergy and abiliiy,
the scowed svemy of the Jesuits; slsge of the corrupt courtiers, whe at this tius
governed Ganada, ho was the subject of violent and mereiless atiacks by all of
thomg hls 1ife was smbiilered and ns was Limally driven from bis home, bis proper-
ty teken frowm him, and he faced fimancisl rulne

To sofden the blow of his boing driven from Detreil iz 1710 he was ap~

gaiﬁﬁaé g@v graor of Loulsisng. nl*hwugﬁ & smr%é that his y;‘“%?ﬁz ané ooasessions
would bs taken sare of by his succossoyr and fhe avails $2 be gives his, he never
sbtained anytaing from . vast zarﬁu&eg angd finally dying, left iths open agcount to

be wvainly foupht for by his decendants,

In 1719, he consed io be &u?&5%§£ of Lﬁhiﬁlaﬁ“s and threough influenge sb-
tained the appointmeat of governor of Castelsarrasis, in France. Thisg offlce ue
rotainsd uwnmtil nis dsadn iﬁ Jetobar, $€on the nemss of Plerre Alfonse de¥onty,
Eticane Veny, Sisur Dubslsson, Francels larie Pilcolofelgsire, &nd freopcods do la
Foreste, are lipked wiih %ﬂawa ef ﬂ&ﬁl;lwﬁa Francois de la Forests was reslly the
sagond f@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@&ﬁ% of betrait,

egause of the Indians Sadlllac came to dontresl, thez by the Ottavs
2Lvnls w&i h Tlows erousd the norih houmdary of G?¢w$ag§ te &w@ Mattawmn river,
be Lake Kip gﬁw&i*—g the French river, Goorglsn Bay, Lake Hurssy iake 3he.Clalrs and
thien to Detrolte

The Indians called thésTousha Crande, but Cadillsc called the nevw Coloe
ny Yentcharirain, &eﬁg§1ﬁ§_aauat de Ponbchartrain, who was Hinlslter of d¥arines in
1852, Then Cadillec First visited France to obraln permission to¢ establish a cob-
ony on tns Detroiit. The name Penichartrain clung io the place a greal meny ysars.
i+ was oecasionally called Fort Pontchartrain du Detroit, that is Fort Pomtchar-
train of the siradit, from ite lcoatiocn on the strait betwsen lake Huron and Laks
Grise Graduslly iths name Pomtchartrain was drépped in referring to the place and
the word Detreit was alleved to rorein as the pasms of the posi,

In spite of all oppoaition encountersd by grsedy enemizs in the colomy
and the dangersus intriguss of the New York tradimg imterssts, thils post ocsiab-
iished by Cadillac , wes advsscing repidly in wvalue and imporisnce, = when he was
selocted Lo become governor of Louisizpa. Though he was more sy lesgs thweried and
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oppesed by the monopolists, and he was subjected to severe persecubions. fHe finse
iily %riumyhﬁdg obtaining valuable privileges and the right of seigneury.

The ilittle village emeclosure prepered by Cadillac in 1701 for the proe
tection of his geolony. covered & square arpent of lande 4n nrpent, the French
meagure of ithat time, was one hundred and ninety-itwo and nime inches, so tha
tae origims]l villege was in the form of a sgpere, each side of which was that dige
tanes in English feed. This spuce was surrounded hy a.pﬁlia%ﬁ@ made of young tress,

ois end apheddad in the ? 2rth and eoxtonding some dwelve of Tiffesr fool above ths
;,Eﬁﬂfﬁ@@ |
Gadillac broug m with himg, in 3‘?{319; one nundred Frenchman, half zoldlers

end half artising. He waz aleo aceoupanisd by one hundred Alge “a&& Indinnse They
&% once negah the ersetion of a chureh bg1“d¢%& and small é%@l&iﬁ%@ for themselves.
A1 1 ? which wore bullt of logs, but not such log houses ag we vwsre accusiomed to
F26 iﬁ l&ﬁﬁr Y&arl Se

Yo one who is obssrvandt, 1i is truly confounding to realize the dsap
spiriteality of these early setilers, Always the first spads of garth turned was
for thelir chureh Their commmpal 1ife centered arcund i%. Their @ﬁeaiism & propell-
ing foree ovan though there was the human side of things. Periaps we can atiribuie
to them = I hope you will apree with me = the wonderful growih of our 2ity.

In the zﬂﬁ%f?
swrably. 'sace had b
people were permiid %@
is through Lzkse Qmﬁa¢ io and Iake Irie and %

.2 bebtween 1701 - 1703 the pepulsaiion had inersased comsid-
gpoilared betwsen the Freonsch snd the Irogueis ézgﬁaﬂg end
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Cadillize had ne sooner left Detroit thsn contentions arese smorg ths

gople who were vemalning theregsnd the plaee beogan to deyevriersie.
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The Gity of Debreit stunds unicgus
8 dynagiie change
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in American historysslde by gide with
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dew Orleanssfor it spand For its vavied maticnal contrel |
igt., It wos setiled by Frenchmen and ruzed by Frzmce thrgugh her ¢oloa-
ial represantatives in fanada.

sade 1% ;‘3&8 so8 wnder-the rule of Imgland.

3rd. It becams an oubpost of the United States.

4the 15 was sgain tzken possession of by ihe *;blzwna

%h. the ordsy of itz politieal control it was rautaraé o the Amers
gan publie whose flag has sinecs waved cver ils territory.

E‘

During these govermmental chaag%g the French r@gi&a lasted about sixty
yBarg, rrench geleonists ocoupled our soil mosily deting from 1701, These setilers
wera the pick aand choiee of the Frenchmen who ceme during the seigioral Jurisdiet-
ion of Cadillas snd subsequently they found the land se fertilsythes climate se



congenislsand thelr warkels so goodethut they established famdlises and homes,
and thrived and imeressed. This wae priecr to 17406,

The soloninvl govermment ¢f Hew France under instructiong from ite
hore governmsnt vhich hed learned of the lmportance of Delroit,as o postsand
ites vaiue as g colonygsencouraged the imdgrstion of sgrisulturists and arii-
gane by substantial inducenenisgand conscuenily & large number of indigeneus
Canagisns came from the vicinily of the St.lazronce snd establiszhed new houwes
en ths banks of jaﬁfﬁ&u, ard this immigreiion continned until the gession by
Franes ¢f her vast empire in ths now uwrld to Zmpglizad subsaguent te ths fell
of oateslin.

e
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Dotrelt ves suvrendered by the last Fremch commendant Picote de
Dalaegere 1o the Mew England seoult and ranger iajor Hobert ﬁ@@&?ﬁgiﬁ the fall
of 1760. Byt mo Frauchmen withoeut courage and sndurance would have dared the

parils surrsunding the expeditionsry seiilement of Debtrolt.Reiroit bscams Ligh-
zémﬁ'* only depot of irade during the sarlier years of its existance domipage
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ng and cowbrolliing her entirs foresis of commercs.

?h@ French plons er slung with gres AR, tradit
guptons of ia Bslle Franeey they were the Links sormnsciipg him with the ghorss
of his susny homs.

' The parity of slsgganes of the language in ifouir XZV tilme waz Reph,
rorr the hnglish officers avd their wives speaking it o peopls pigqued ithem-
sslvee in pride gf suncesivry and 0ld iraditicns wore handsd down from gensrstisn

o generaliog.

How Vsurs Zvsps number of young men mwmasgkodywent Ifrom house to houses
singing 5 peculiar song,zifts of 211 kinds filled ths cartyvhich then LEs given
Yo the poor. Eoyw Yeor's moruleg every child kmsli to receive ils parents blssse
ingseven the ma?riaé ones cane witk their little wusssfor this oo va@aé beuadiat~
ivu, But & word aboubt ihe braaspertetion.

I apoka about the carts which were Ifilled with giits for the poor.
These old Freach carts were the only things on wheels that could navigate throug
the mud,which veme well nich up to ths hubs. Ths occupants would sit furk-fagh=
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ion on Huffelo robes gprsad over ihe s on the bottom of the sarit. To be true,
they vers very ciumsy aad &ﬁuﬂhﬁQYJ able and ithreatened to dislogsate every bone
in one's bodysbut 1 r@s%e&.%a@”@ wors no complaints. One ghepped te and ocut Irsw
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ths baek., The driver's seat was on the front oulside edge of the cart with his
feet sireichsd across the horse’s basksresbing on t%a a"uzta Thess carts vere
in general LEg irvem the tine of the sarly Franch ssbilsr to abouwt 1840, It mighe
b@ @@yﬁfﬁ* %a mortlen now vhail no swearing was ?11@%@@ in the gommunity--= a

Yardi CGras svening was one of ususual mirtk,the principel fur being
Freach expressed it {virez les crepes).This was

ths %as“*mg ol pancakessas the 3

done in the kitchen in ithe lsrge epen fire pluaes with its huge higkery logs.
%hen the cakes were piled highsbulier znd meple sugsr were placed belwesn thewm;
it formed the centrsl dish ef & substeniial supper thait followed, Dmeecing was
enjoyed then. ‘he following day bsgen g Lend thait was kaﬁt sest rigidly.

Eging of an lntensely religicus asture the bell of his church had an
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individualitysso it had a christening. Zrest preperation weas nade for fiis cer-
gmonysthe godmother carelfully chosensand beautifuily dressed. 1 mighit mention
teragthat the first Catholic church was dedicated to St.Anne in 1901: Iisg pastor
the sainbly Pather Dalballeyswno was killsd by an Indian’s bulleb in 1706.7The

griginal church was désiroyed for siragetic ressons;and its {ifth successor,com~
soerated in 1755 by the bisheoy of Juebec was destroyed ir the grest fire of 1&US5,.

Vony end verious woere iths delighiful customs of these peoplegbut time
doss net permit further details But
“There i1 ever 2 song in ithne Mearch ¢f Time
The ecnces coms up frvom the loug ago
4 mumpical sound vave.and ithe rhythme and rhyme
0 on through the ages with ceaseless {low

Time playe on & herp of sndless siriugs
4nd bis step kesps the messurs wherever ks slags
Be the movement quickger be it u*G&
i
o8

3t is veriscet still in itz cesseless flow
On througk the ages that ars numbered by years

with never a diseord 19 pain our Gars
Gould we listen &righﬁgta the song sublime
Yo would find it perfect in ?hﬁiﬁ$% and raRyme”.

o et 3 B CTamd B PS ga
- Twepgeline L. Griffin






