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In all stages at society those unques.tiot1abl.y deserve the highest praise, 
tino -0utstep their contemporarie·s. Tna merit consists in setting the example$ in 
@Ahibitir,.g ·the pattern a.f'ter whi:eh others 1rAy v1orklD It is tu'1sy to folltJW woo.re 
th.er,@ ia one to lead; b.u.t ~o he the first to strike etti ili a new Md. tmtr:ioo 'AJ1t 
j .. a mat.ever stat,3 ~f ooeiaty it ~7 he foimd" ~rk-s ·a ge:n.tus abo'1:'l} the co~-wa 
order. su.w--i man ar-e t1ntitled t,o everlast~; gratitude. 

So web has been written conoorid.ng the di,scove.ry and settlement et V,J;.eb
i.g~, ·and it, has been done so efiiciently, that my task is rather a difficult oneit 
though pleasing. If however, in this sbo-r, review, the' k...5\liediscopie picture is a 
pl.easant one, inspiring yoo to a keer1er interest in our loeal history, and an a
ppreciation ot the forces ~rbieh htmJa.11ize all ex.perieneea, then the tit00 \'75.ll have 
bean well spent • 

. a £~iv1 dates will be neees.sw..,y t.o establish our eyele~ h@wever~ ~ot dates 
~d figures, but a spirit of the mtivatiag fores and the idealism of the tim, 
~.nd a: r.aeitklJ. of a few of those high soule, who carried ~lie white plume or c,Ottrag@i 
for it ·took m.e:re than love or adventure or brav-ery. 

In ~mg eolonial history one is moat foreibly ~essed with the di.rter• 
®ltlee betwe-er&- l~reneh and English coloniee~ in their beginnings -aJ'ld in th5ir 1.atter 
forlUMs~ Jlollowing the discovery ot Anlerica a great revival of the spirit of ad• 
venture lead to colonial enterprises in all parts of tbe world. Spain took the lead. 

rrhe Jlrench preceedad tile English in effective work though they were not J).?..r 
a1)8.rt. At that tinie,the French sailors were admirabl$ mariners and it is question
able wnether in spite of the great ~ngluh captains of that day whose deeds have 
beooma famous, they did not wholly sur.pa.:e(j their island neighbors in the general 
qu.ru..ity of th.sir -se.ama1uJhiJie 

Too Fr1Meh as colonists:, in the propei4 sense ot t.he term, s\~e many uea.rs 
.i,,n; ~1tt'lv.wiee of ths Fqlish -~~ bagan with fi!OrG ~r e~. The English w-ese bold 
e~tpl@-i~n,, i~"'id bad more t~, spirit 0£ buc~oring • free boo'"t.ing and far lfls 
humar1«itty :ui dealing wi~h tb0. nativ~s. Belo.re any permatient ~i~i coloo!e·$ W!wre 
establisnoo.. they ~came htvolved in dcm8stie ditficw.tie-s with the gevernmeat. 
wni~'l had eeaaed· to ta.vo1 .. wen enterpr1ass or pay much. attention t@ them.; their 
negla·eted infancy was one of the reasons why they at last bseflffle so independe11t 
of Tranae)Atl~t.ic management as to outgrow -i,t ootirely. &·tween the begw..nings of 
i?eneh cclooiaatiM sad the time wllall the .English ooloniee began to increase~ 
F.wianch in"titutions .had been attending more and more to~ centralizatioo. 

' . 

When th~ tiret, settlements were made in .America tbe absolute personal 
government of Louia l V had become supreme and was as active in this region then 
knot;-n as Mew F".r8.nca aa it was in Frat.u::e itself. The king was also zealous in tm• 
fo.r-eing religatls W'liformity. The two great clerical orders of the colonies., t'he 
Jesuits,. and Reeollia-ra. or· l~ciscaiui, held between them substantial ~thority 
over all relig(m;s matters. Both r0lig®s nnd seeul.ar otfie.ia.ls ~re opposed to 
oottlem.ents of remote pomt., A system of personml oversight was maintained ovor 
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every man who ~ into tbe coumry and there is no instance recorded where an.y
one over settled down ilA the wilderness as a aquatt.er or pi~eer and cleared a 
farm for hLmselt.o All tar&ldng settle1mnts were under fixed and restricted Ngu-
lationsf} and everyone who went into the woods lise&_!lsed or u1B.1iecena&d1> we11t as 
~ roving aa.ventu!~ort} not as a settler. Thi$ is significant. 1ihe :§ranch policy as 
ta1~ as the back oountry was coneerned wAe to rnanage and control the fur trade, 
atld ·to- return barter with the India&eo 

All f>f thi€; "(~-i;~s a 1oonoply confined to favored. perS®a or companies. As 
a ~"Ettv~t, a f(}.ntli.Jdt\b-la- irregu)Ar t.~e ~oo- and th~ i,ersons co-no-erned. in the 
:tll.ieit bu$ine ss 1Were those of t-he hi.~!S st ~~Y( and irriportw1~--a. Tb&y t~rGll-1 
~tTliagoo Ip protect ·their ~ emisa~ies wad asaociatetl11 &Ul proeu.re tor them sooa"° 
e:ii\) @r later such advan~~nt as tra.s possible ui t.oo oolony. 

!he imigrant.s that .eam.e ii! considerable ~rs £.re various parts of 
i1-aanea, but chiefly from Wo~y ud other norib~~stern pr.o"u1ce.st ware ot u.., 
uoo~,u ~71'telligooce and enterprieeo The policy of ib.e country ~as attractive, : . 
eitl1ee t.rade had been made an honorable calling and men of ell ranks· and conditioos 
s1t;armed ii1. There were not mair.ty .Indians• tribes te which the lo.war classes bad · 
not jt;ined than1oolves. ~Y of thea® were not wanting in sbretwdnesa9 and they ex
®r@iood great influence, to their credit be it said, that they did web to extend 
the F1~nc..F! pt7'1-~r ~d repu!Jltion at11d maintain the Fre!1eb asce.ildency among the la• 

The teel.iltlg was an honorable one; 000 ot mtw.u e.oo.f'J.dence and _esteem be
ttffeen Indian and white. man. 1be moat notable among the wandering pioneers wgs r;m .. 
lutil10 }}~oh oould be said of him but our eonce·m todiq' ia the iYanch niiitory of 
Miehigaao wch has been told about the iren.eh occupation in the Upper peninsul.a.9 
but the interior was a wildomes~ high banks a!ld mar.shes. Adventuring could mll.y 
be ~ oo foot wile the great wa.ter way$ emd lakes were the open bighW&YB• The. 
ehief soorca of activity eAt this time was th$ trading post. lbe ireneh pest& in 
Michigan were- subject to eoo~t attaek by the English, h.y indirect efforts and 
iizat1~1gue!½ and priiieipally with the Indiansff though the French b.ad plainly assert
ed the ·ti·tle of France, and a.s plainly threatened it:L~OO all reqaisite force to 
expall intru.der.s. 

The first Fr&nch traveler ef no-t.s ooppoasoo to have visited Michigan was 
ti~l~J.~ in 1~23. ihe jrsncb g;~~nt on more~ one. ~casion asserted that 
he l?~~aeti t:h;e ]P~"tt-r@.it. a;no his ·~ ulleTuo~. that h.e !mew the oo:me-~tom o.t l.ake Hu--
ro1!! and Lake Eru~ · 

!~0 o.t the m.tssioos which ,ms the result of ooe ot his exp1crations was 
at tbe head of the st. Clair River 011 the east side o·f Lake Buron. fhe stories ct 
tlie missions, trading ecmpwdest and Military posts, are interwoven. However. in 
the passing let us rerark that Jacques Cerl-ier was the ti.rat Frenchman to gain a 
foothold by gove~nt authority1- that~ in 1534. 

. Cbauplaign made bis first trip to America in 1600 and iJ&S probably the 
.first European to camp on the soil ot 'tichigan. It ia theretore very fitting th&t 
~ $how.ii be re0:o.r~ed a.a au~ fii'~ go.-eravA" 9- a. p00-iti;;= tQ ~hi(:h be t:.aa ~ppoi:!t
sd in 1632 &ad to which he served until his death in 1635. 

Returning te the trading po:sts, white men visite-d Saults SaiDt mtrie as 
early as l64l~ yet it remained~ pi~ineipally an Indian village• for many years with 
aa .occasional Jesuit misaitm at ~t. It. was the rallying point tor most of 
the savages in this section tcr tbi.s was the great tish region much sought by the 



The forests cf lJiehigan viere teeming with :fur bearing anur£ls wbose pe · 
pa.lts for m£U1Y years supplied the trading posts. The French policy of trade was 
monopolistic in charact.ero Tba exclusive privilege of trading was qanted to 
a-oloni.zed oomp11Rdes4) No one was to go searching for furs among savages, but tile 
ln.ttGr. vmre to br~-g the1a into the cl.epot0 \"riueh vnis lifm.treal. 

f.lu;.t a el.etas ct &dV$1turot1a F.r1encllr~ diare~dtid tbia ruling ap.Jl strtiek 
out boldly into the wL\derneaa <t~, themselve.·&• li.S then tra-di.ni spr$ad St-. lgnac'G 
and Y~kinae oo~d t00ra favored· places for the l'rench trader ~ the e.ecompon7• 
:l.Jig Catholic rt1issioo: Probably because the eliina.te and soil ,~e more hospi:ta.ble 
and ·tbey were both wl th-e waterway to iiare soatnem loealitiea-- So by 16.89 tile 
3atilte was abandoned as a trading post. Ho-wewr 1n 1750 two ottioore of the 
~~ach ~ ot some diatinetion conwived the idea ot a military poet at the. 
S.~ulte~ and with an eye t-o building up their pt"'iva-te fortunes souibt to obtain a 
greJ1/r, of 1a1'ld of." great size ae a re~e..rd for t.heir efforts" to strengthen the 
~Itch h.olding;s again.st the English traders, who were then getting nwaeroas and 
troublesome. 

l\Zl. instrument ._. executed that aame ;ear blf ~rquis De Jonquiere, gov
elfn0r of uanafll~ Monsietu- Be·gotS> It1t@ndi!nt or too same. Louie l V of F.ran-ce in l 751, 
1~ati:1?ied and e®ti~d the mst~at. ~d thus vJS.s established. the title to one. 
of tb~ largest :farms in W.ehigaus it's modest proportions cover~ three ht.m.dred 
aoo thirty sriuare miles or tll'O hundred thousa.ttd acres of lan.d. Thus it can plain• 
ly be 5oen that homesiting and agri<;ulture were ra1rt consideration with the Fr&neh. 

Of all the !iier.i.gan tradirag poata there V$1:tS none that grew to greater 
i.t1pcrtan-oo in the fur regime tlum ?tichilinlaekinac and that ~ot:tanee was is~ 
eG~.rlyo It is cl~d that French tradera lived ther·e in 1648. ... 

Parkman calla it the chi.et resort of the oou..reu.ra de bois with whom the 
)~ranch au:thorities cantld do nothing. ".this marl 1t1as a splendid place for the Jermit 
·t.-o meet tbe led !an so -he founded his mission here. 

~oo ~ ot Joseph Ls franoo :must be ll8ntiooed,. as he ~ head ot onG 
of the t.aa oo~:S.o Tt--~ aittar~t.ioo wa.s ideal, tor too Iroquois dare net Vtlnture 
a,c,r:~:aa ti~ ~~ witl1 th.e:ir ~ioea~ antl aa they ~ot @fJlW. t.Q :kt by ,~~tart} sc t~y 
caw-1at approach it by 1M;d, by reason· 0£ the ma.r~~ t@zis ·aad ri\~rs. difficult to 

Gba.rlevoi: writing in 1721., speaks ot the demoralizati® of the :tslal'ld 
~..l.llsed by the establisW'.Bant of a new post a.t Detroit. In the Catholic church -on 
the island th.are today • whieh was the m.iaaion. church~ las buried under the alter, 
the mortal .remains of Madame tar1~0fnbroise-. .she was an Ot,tawa worna11, married to a 
Jfranch.man and carried on the tr&ding post on the Grande River near Lake Miehigan 
~te.r ner husband• s death. 

Sile had given the site for the mission chw.'ch and her request to be 
buried too.re wtts complied witb. !lei';) daughter· iiiarriod 'the cc~.nd::nt et !'ort !~'lek~ 
L.~efj captain Ben.Jwuin Pier.ee9 who was th& brother of General .Franklin Pierce whe 
after became .Pre-sident of the United states-. 
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of Rayml':lwut and 11oqu.eo• who vi-sited the ~lte ill l6tll. ln 1666, .Allonez mad-e 
"lJie t,.our of Laite Superior, Md mt.h i~uette in 1668 .ade a complete mp of 
all the gr·eat lakes whic.t-\ . has been preserved to ov..r time. 

It, 1610 t~~ pr~.-, Oalffiee w.1d Doi,.~-, viaited the site of Det.roit. 
Birt pei"tt&.J)S ~he gl~ta~' 0£ ~ thS:St7i \1>~S ~iue·tte. ltia l.i£~ !klO-S't ]r-~·wliru:t· in 
thtll ;t\iot thttt he was·- h,Jnest,. tru-e,, ~--td 1&eJ.ou.s in kli a ~e-rbak..i-1;1,~s. UMff~eteti 
by the Jea...l.m.,si@a a~ to trade or preferment be lived a short life of great pri
vatioai and bardship as mo-st \V®ld eon.sider, yet he di~d happy. A martyr to t1.is 
ena.rgies r.tn the field of labor in 1675. Bis naJite is preserved by a river, a. city9 
and a ~ilr~ in OZi...tr etata .• 

£orooti:oo, &110 d.oobt~ a handsome monument will rrfl.rs: the spot of his third 
bu~iial at st.. J:~ace ~ twel V0 years ago. f!i.s mat.~ will always be prominent ;41 
bi.e e&1~rGh as one of t:ho few distffliuished man who lived and died in ~Jiiehigan. 

ltoaeems titting~ at this t-imr, to mention Father ~iJillism Ji~ce.s Gag• 
:ais~ ot {H-a~ time., The last of' too black robes who has gi~1en terly-su years of 
his l.ifa to r.rris&.tm~y oorvi.oo ruoong the lfldian-8 in the regiCtt"l o-t ~ult S't$. 
¼.~:;\i®e liq, i a now sswnty~sev-sn years old.fl but eont:inues to minister to liie Obipp,;a. 
ewi-l. fl.o.elts- in ooat'te~ portions of no-rth'®rn rliiQ!.~iga.n 6'.nd Ontario. n® ie the ai.ult 's 
-on@ lillk wit:h too historic pEt-Sta 

1!~ther ~~ is a Jesuit wbo foll~d in the footsteps ~t r~qtte.tte and 
oth.e!'">~ 111h.o brouglit ohristieAity to the Iroquois, the- 1agooquir!s and other tri.bese 
H~ ott:i..e:tated at the st~ Nicolet ter-oont@na.·ry field mafHa~ <1faly l, 1934. rt is 
tny hapJlY privilege to &io~ bim arm call h!Ia fri@nd.. P.nd a.gata it is al.meat. time 
:fo:r the cherished Ghrist.mas letter. A~ of eultuffll be.ekgr&J.nd, a d.elightf\il 
t1rasici~ &Eid one. t~'lo !ius le-d a life 0£ pertect eslf'-ak.nigationo 

That aame yeaw 'tche mias.5.i...on o-t &t. :tgr~ius on th@ :south shoro waa toi.md~ 
fJtht 1.~te~"' a tort ~.ra· built in -1679 or 00, it is said, by Le.Salle,#~he £ir:&t. e~ 
1~(~1,gGo Sieur Ile Leta,,.igny De la Porte con~ded there for tou~ yam.rage at!d \Vas re
l~V$d by !~"ltome fJ.e la Motte ~iliac ira 1694 who retmlita.ed tnere ae e~t 
£0~ five ~f ee\ra~ 

M this ture Ste Ignace was the largest ~eity14
:: i!l w.l this JJB-rt ot the 

co~~·try~ tor-~ besides tile Enrops,ana, adYaatu.reir.s, voyageurs, traoorss ~.ariars. 
p.riesta~ otf.icttrs, Md soldiers~ there were th®saads of .lladiatl1½ the source et 
thfJ rich fur Sti!'.iPlY "that was the thoo know t'!i-1Etalth. or this la£~ .• Picture tbie se~ie1' 
t-ing., is you ~i the little Idssicm church and; prie:st 's het1s&t m.,h it's m.i.taeion 
~'~M>0l ~ diap0ftsary-J the· rOU<t~ .tort oorroonded by a palli~e of high pieket-s3 
beh:!&1 them ·too ~v~.fj pine tre-&s, and befor0 them the sparklillg waters ot the 
et.waits-a The p5lb.ctureaque garb of the I!ldianafl •de o£ !Skin~ ancl colortw.iy a.domedo 
T.ne eqiUllly pi.-atures.t1,ue dress ot the ·traders and cou.r·ier du l')oise- 111.e uni.forms ot 
the n.d .. litaryi} and the blac·k .froke of the priests termed the aniu•tte part of this 
sce~o 

4 here ~re no w(fi~n exoep~i the Indi&n squaw-a,, no children except ths pa
poose. Not 1\ir from the tort "U'>hn-t t.n0 camps or the different tribes that had Com$ 
to trade ·tooir furs with the goods e)f the white man. 1fhis is a de-seriptioli of life 
as it w-as really lived in cur own state nea.rly three hundred yea.rs ago. 



Ar1d .now \)~ will travel up the river Which lies befor our door, and 
moves t,hrotigh a mist of legend and tr.adition tis well as thOUi;h a landscape of 
si...tlistanti!il history. Truly, it is ar1 epioal river. And, to this site of Detroit 
in his irassali th·e Clritfin, came LaSall&t in 1·6'19. Also, ib.tbel~ Louis Hennepin, 
and m. !®t-1~ 

To LaSalle»- rJlil.,1 be attributed the first overlMd jOtJ.Ti)eJ ever mad.e a•r 
eross the st-ate by a t'1hite mn .• It happened this way. The Griffin 10ft Detroit-,. 
Aw~11st 10, 1616, with La.Salle 8.P..d twent~five others; going to ~reen Say where t 
the £1'-igate t~ok en h@r cargo ~1nd startod on .har return trip to riiag:»a. JAS2.lle 
di.lt not;. ,~~.tl. but ?iith h:t~ part of artisaKts took ~oo~ crossed to ·th& f;zlte1uian 
$1lti.t~~- ~i~t-f~i down t-o th;$ mou.th or thet St. Joaepa river, wb~re h~ e~ntblialt~d 
a f e;r·&·o 

lhe Grl.ffin \y"a.S to have picked him. u.p tbeTe'i -artor disebargirn~ bar ca!r,;o 
at Iiiagr}1., but a.rtar long ~iting, ·~he truth was brmtght home th.at -di~ster bad 
thli~le.r.i her~ so he started bis wonderful journey across the state, e·u·erland tor 
Dett'='@it, and tbua to Niagra and QuebtlCJ enduring the rigor.a of ir;,ebruary and l~rch, 
~pirig O" .. ,rt without a tor.it even, iiS-ding a~iampa-, depending on wild game tor food, 
\11ith a 1;;mirage and tortitud.e hardly hu~~ finally o.rossing the D-etr>oit river on 
,:;,. --:~ f+. ~; n 1-;.: t:if't 
~~ 4 i.:;.,;., I),,~ ·¥ ..::t~., .. -t.. \J' l..i'\J • 

!£he 1.no&t colorful of all ehare..ctera and the first white man to touch our 
shores ~·ail ~1."$1.n jieolet9 and he was greeted by the Rad &~inse 1fhis -simple emplo7ee 
of a t~'"ttding lH>Dtv antl Indie..:i interpreter and a voyageur, w~ eommissicned by Cbam
ple..it~ to -dls-eo,~r the &reat rive-r that we"s sttpposed to have- emptied izlto the west• 
e rii saa.i etill seekini the paaaage to China. 

Let us 01~ia-11t our minds, tor a few rn.cmentsltrotA the great eity of our 
statfa ~ ·that W'6 r~otor GVer and know ee lf;ell, and visi...t!"j_i~ the virgin land t.hat Nic
olet attd his comp&nioo-s sawe 

•iv A fore~t prima~..l; trJ.gbty trees~ wide exp&Jlses 0£ blue9- -our lakes!} 
1><)ufihing. 1ffGt•ters& quie-t streruasiP- and the soft 1"Uatle of unstai~led anima..ls aoo birds, 
all heautitul in it ~e ~ildemasse \~ 

hito this world c~- Mieolet 'e canoe-, and 010. the shore of Lake ttiob.igallt> 
tbmi~tild-$ of Indiana assembled to raaet him9 for word of his coming had gone heforeo 
~~Y of t!ie Ii1dit;tna had lt.i"10\ffl him when they hiMi gone to the 1:r.ertch tr&eling post at 
~-~ .-t .-"" ~ 4 ·\-, ~ . -ct..$. .-.. 'h" ,._ A 4: ~ - • 21-. ~-. ..a ~11., i,:=i -i...~ ·J.~ th~8 .ftt.w. el~ St- er 1~ .. J.~ ti 4t°'• tie~ ~-1-:t..n1 ar-eae-eu. .....,..'!1 £,,); gorgeous en .. ~-aee l~~.mA ~ j A -~t.,/,.1 

:i. s " ~ .. ! '1. .. .. "' . '. <; $Pt . ' . .$.. "l . ......t ,;J.-,t ,...~:1-~ ~ 4~ -~ 1...... ~mtm~~U1t~'\;?JI1; lV:J.'t;,n. t>J.ra~ ~nu :a.,J.. o~"t½ gr-ea~ p-o~~s ~a ~t1.e-2k,~f..ng on ~~~tl au1/Q OJ. -.u.,.i.m, 
trorn which ar-o hu1>1g P.:w~n.y pros$~ts, ta:v in e.ol~-, thus-- be eo~Ja ~ th~. m 
e,ioh be !iolds a huge horse pi@tol~ an impoai?.~g sight ~, adcl..r0ssing the sa.va
ge s he urgt1-s lasting pes.ce with the great wl1ite tat.her irl Quebec. Then liftiui; 
the pisto15 skyward, pulls the triggers, •· the squaws and bra.was KQ.a baek into 
th{$ bu.sl1~9 believillg that the terrible explosion is errible thUA11d-er· from heaven9 
•. , .. i., -~ .• ~'!,., ,t.·t ~ ,.,, -. '1 .... ..,_ t., __ ..,, ,..1 n"". , "' ""'..,)-
~u~,..>t.. vil4 ;1.~ ..i. 'i;,,VJ~ ~\\f tii. .. M ~.1;..t!..'Q>'l.6 

t remandou z-ly impressed • 

.He ~,ould not learn ho~ve.r, aboo·t a. river wbieh £lowed frtb-n the west, 
and ~t!if.:b migllt lead to a 1·H:1.ssage to catby-, nor did his mandrin robeii afi"&.)en ata
vistic memory of their Chinese origin. Ho did~ however, hear of a tughty river, 
the Miss-isai.ppi~ a.oo. it's tHmasevms to to the south and not to- ihit i~et, so he 
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This part of the country, Detroit, was visited by white ntan as er1.rly 
as 16491 and there ilh:ire a number of Jesuit mission.a oetablished in the neigbbor
ilood~ but not exaetiy at. the: location of Detroit., as ~r-ly a.a 1655. 

Trte l)Ost of Detroit ~:as found by Iu.1t,oine De la l\ottt~- Gad.i..llae, July 
249 l72lf, He was first in the list of c.o-~dants in n.etroit, of !trench rul.S:t and 
th,f:. r.no.st. iat,~ra-sting of them. Cad.Ula~ had great int.lu~1c.e o-ver the &-~V6tge•f> and 
t.o 11:l:'"aV-~nt -£\irthfJ.r .iiliooh,ia.t, fr;;~J. the P~nr).~, and t-o seeure roore eftectaally thG 
.N-~~4"~;.;i::,1}'.'. OU'[11f-~,,_~,_.<~Jrai. l·.c. ~cll~.A.d,,~t::,.,/!c.-r1 r.h.•'ll' r._;--r;;.l'i'-.·lmo.-. t:;;(-~~t~'\~(~'it-'i'~' ~l"tfr~ {;i--...1.t:~+. T.2 .. ~❖.£~}-!S~~v~{.'t~- ~ .. A"1i. .· 
..--: ~ ~i;...t,:~.& ~~~,.•··u.ft-~~_. ·u, fx~ ~~rU 'liP"':~ ~.~,-... ~ ~~ ~- 9\#'at:~b .,...- -·•»~)'-""~~vu, ~- ~u- .(". v ..... •~4.~.,_ ,,;i. VJ-l• ~"ttf'--:~"='~ 11 ~. CJ.-.~.~J;. ~ 

beiizi a oottlement in Det1~oit, bacaUS1'-J t1-f ita st.rigetic 1H>st·t:to11. .. 

.B-oni in J?x·aneej ill 16-61, Ga,dillJtc obtained an excollu.nt education far 
su11erior 'than that. of hie e .. ssocia.tes in the new ,qprldo He CfWl® to 1\msrica in l6SS, 
u~ried Mari@ The.tez-e Guioll in 1687, m1d thirtee11 ch.iltlren wera born of this union. 

b"';rot-11 i\Ugust 24, l 70l, i1hen Cadillac reached Det1,.oit, a.n-d i~he ensuin.g ten 
y,~ra of hia life~ is the history of Detroi·t. A ~n of tu1usue..l energy and abi.1.ityt 
the a.cowed enemy of the ieooitsi also 0£ the cor.t~pt courtiers, ~iie at this ti~ 
governed ~~ada, he was the subject or violerrt and merciless attacks by all of 
them; his life ~as &'ibit-tered and ns was firguly driven from his home, his p.roper
ty ·taken froliA h.i,,ms and he £"aced fin.anGial 1~uin.-

To sciften thQ blow of his being driven .fr·oru Detro.it :w 1710 be was ap
point~-d gcr~ernor .of l...oui tJ:l~!~nm.3 .tU --~hough assured that his propi3rty ru1d JlOa~asions 
~-·~~-"i -~ b. ,,J •.. "·. ~ ~ .. t...~ <-•"" -· "'· ... ~... ~ ..... .:~.. ... ........... • ~-t.•-!.'; t. wvd.G . "e ·u-~li.~~ .. oare O.&. oy u.~s atH;~ea~or4 ~no. licCe ,;..1,,V~.t.J..s ~c, w'i':J giqtetl ,.~~ tle r~ver 
obtained anything .f.i.11•om a vast fortune, and finally dying 9 left the open ace.ount- tc 
be vainly fou.ght for by his decend~xrts~ 

In l7;l7 ~ he c~aed to be gc:vernor ·of Louisiana, a.~'ld through influet1ce ob
tained the app-oit1.iaoont of g-o\~·ernor of -Caetelsarraain~ in France. T:f<lis of£1 .. ce tie 
rett1.ined unt,il itis death ili Octob.et~,17300 The nEi~s of ?iei,.re ~Ufonse de.Ft)nty, 
Etienne Vt5JnJ$ Siau.r Dub.eisson, Francois Marie PicoteBe.lostre, and fn.nco-i.s de la 
J?ox,.-este, are linked with those of GadillaG. Francois de la Foresta was really the 
eecond coP~dant ot Detroito 

Because of th.e J..ndiat..t-£l -~adillac came to ioontrecl. 11 the~ by the ott8}1la 
~tJ.v~ir·, lWhi,eh no';v1-a erouild ·tho north 'b~d~ er Ontaz·io, ~to t.he i~tte:..van riv.er, 
t~ Lake 1~.ipJ,.$$Utg.~ tb.8 11~~1ch ri vert OOQTgis.n iz~yl) Lttke· !ltll$~)1i, l~e st.cleJ.r~ ii.Jld 
then to Detroit. 

The Indiw1a called thesTausba Grande~ but Cadillac called th-e ne'$" Colo
ny .f~ootci:lar'trains ho~ioring Count <ls Pontchartrai.nt who was I"!inister of 1£arines in 
1699. 1iJ'hen C-ruiillac first visited .Fretl'l~e to ob.rain k'ermission -to a5Gablish a eol>0 

ony on ·i;iie Dstr-oit. fthe name Pontchartrain 4?lung to the plac--e a great many yearse 
It v~.s oc~sionally called Fort r'ontche..i--trojJi du ·netroit9 that if5 Fort l\ltrtchar
train of the strait, fro~ its location on the strait between take Huron am.d Lake 
Erie. Gradually the :iw~ Protchartrain was dropped it1 referring to the plaoo and 
the tYerd Det!"~it 1!1a.s ct!.ll\Wed to ~maw as the nB.lne of the post. 

In spite o.f all opposition encountered by gr·oedy enemie·s in the colony 
and the d~erous int.riiUes ot the New York trading intereeta. this poet estab
lishe.d by CQdillac 9 lfJaS advancing repidly in value en.d imporl$nc~ - when be w&s 
selected. to become governor of Lottisiar-iJ1. 'fhough he was more or lees thwarted and 



opposed. by the !40nopolisto.;a Md he ~s at.tbjected to severe peraecut:tonz. He !wa
lly triilmphed, obtaining v-aluable privilegee and the right of seigneury. 

ll'le little village enclosure. pre1)e'lered by Cadillac· in l 1lOl for the pro
teetio.t1 of his c-olony, covered a square a.rpent of la.udo fo.11 arpent, th.a i?renc.h 
111easure of that tim.e., was one hundred and nir.uety-tv:o and nild.e inch~a., so· that 
the ori.g;inal. vJJ~lage \\'llS in the ror1n of a sqpare, ea.ch aide of which Viias that dis
t,inc.e iri E.~i.ab. .feet. 1liie B,P!iee r1as rrur-rotll'lded by a ~iaade made of yowig trees9 
o~ €~ t1mbrcildi5'1d. ui th@ ea.rib and extending some tV!.relve or fitt.es~ fe~t above tne 
,2;1~1.md. 

Gadillac brought ·with hir:i, in J.. 'lOli one hundred 
iiUrnl hti.l t a.rt5 .. ~ee He l:i.tas also a~ com.pra1ied by Otl.JS hm:ul:03d 
at once baiabi th& er@et:i.on 0£ a cburch building and sn-11.ul 

: ':; ~ i::. l .. l,,. . b ~ ~ .r~ JZJ- ..., 'I ❖ 
A;tJ.. 01 w1i1.eu~ W$lre · t!.,i,,J.'G O.t. .1oga9 · ouv not su.ch lo~ housei; 
ae® iu later y~ars. 

Jfreilci1me~;# inuf aoldiers 
itlgoiiquin lndiat!Se Trr.ey 
dvu1ellir1ga for them;,Jel V(fso 

as we 1ne.rs accustomed to 

·ro ooe: who i.s obsat'Vattt, it is trw.y @:.')nfot:t..~di.ng to r-ealiZf.; the deep 
6!'.)ir'itu.alit.y of these early settlers. Always the first ai}ade ~f ww~·th ... ,urned was 
tor tlieir. a,hu.r~~ Their eo.mmtmat 1i£-e centered arow1d it. ·Their i-de&li.srn a propell 0 

ii1g tores avan though there v.ra.s the ht..-unan .side -of things4J Pel-'>haps ire can a.ttribQte 
to them - 1 h-o~ you ~'i:.11 agree 1;1ith me • th-s wonderful gi--owth of ot;r cityo 

I.n the ii1terval betvJ~n;:ll· 1701 1P 1703 the pop.ult1tion had ir1craasoo. consid
~)1t0abl:y\-. Feat1e had been declared betwaen the Freneh and the Iz,;,oquoia I:n.di.ans e,.nd 
people .. {Jere permitted to corrle f"rom li.ontrea.1 -to Det1-<l>oi..1G enrei:Q the lake rotrte,-·the~t i 
• ..t,• ,. ..., 1,.. 0 t • <; V ,. ~· " ~::..•"~i'~ -!,~.,~,....,.1 . ..,i,.., f .. :;~I:~ ~~• , . ..,..._. . ~ i\"'°".,I,.., ~<"">~J,. p~,..,.e_,, :!.S ½J.hrougl:l La,~e _nario anu .. trJ°3.!":6 ~in@ ~.uu v.r ... ~i;..•~~o.W ...,.1,J,-.;;, H,J..aga.a.a an.ct ..lJvvXvAk .l.w..V ..is~ 

Gadillac had no sooner left Detroit" than coirt.entions a.rose .eJnt.u1g the 
]Jeople who w:-ere re'lllaining ther-e.~J:Ld the plaee bag£n ·to deyarioi-at00 

?r.1e City of Detroit e-ta..~dG unique in .ftme1~ican history, side by side t-:tith 
~;Kaw Grl~.1s.f'or iJce dynastie changes,a1~id for its varied natior~ control: 

l.st a It was settled ~./ FreEeh.t-enen. and ruled by l7'rance throu~h her colon
ial reyresw.atativt3S in C~"'lada" 

2nd. It paa.~ed Uflde1.,.··-'t,he :rule of' F~glando 
3rd~ It bees.ma an outnost of the Ut1ited States • .... 

4th. 
5th. 

Nit· Q 4(, ~ ' ~ ..... b , - .. v, ~ t'.'5"', Q ,., 

J..'"6 was again ~a..t:&"l p8SS®8S10'l! ·01 y "the £1i~J.S.ile 

In ths ordex ... of its J:lOlitical control i"G. \\"'as restored ·to the 1\mer
ican publie who~~ flag has ·siru:.H~ Wd.Ved over its territory~ 

During these gover~ental .. changes the· F'Ten~h regime lasted about sixty 
years,, French colonists o-ccMpioo our soil mostly da:ting from 1?01. ~ese settlers 
w~re the pick Wld choie0 of the h .. encittrten who eama during tlic seigioral ~luri.ediet•0 

i©n 0£ Cadillac and -subsequently ·they found the land tJc £:ertile,tha clitt~te· so 
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eoi1g~ial,~1t\d ·tl1eir ma.rkets so good9 that they es-tablis.hed families and homes, 
and thrived e,.nd increased. T.his .. f..'ae prior to 171.0~ 

'll;e c·olo:nj.,a1 go,ter.mnant of New Frru."l.ce undf.1:r instructions f'rom. its 
h-on:e government t?lhich had leaJ""n.ed of tne importru1ce of Detroi·t;, as e~ post,and 
its iralue as & colony, c,ncouragad the ir.:dg:r·e.tion of agriculturists and arti-
5r1ns by .suhst-autia.l ind.uc en1ent s ~ .a:nd eo11squently ~. lari;e number of indigeitot1s 
..... 'i ~ .i:;;; t'!, - . . t .... ' } ,., . - "I +- 1.---1 .. .. ~ '\I ·u·anaoie.ns c;.we i rom ne v1c1n1. y 01 'ttle ~'t .l..ia-1.vreuce anu es..,ac ..... 1.anQu. 11ew nomes 
on the bank$ of Detroit, ru~d this in:.t.tlgratior.a co.rrtiniied until the cession by 
~.. ""' 'h · .!. ... • ' h 1.-l + ·-- • ~ 1,. t 1- • ~ ;t:a. 1· l li ran-ce 01 .uer vi:?is~ em[i2re :u:1 ~-~s new wor u. .... o .::'.ing .. L~-.ilv. sur)sequ.en ·tJo tne .ta 

Detroi"t ittas surrendered by ·the last }"rencJ1 cc~Y!da~t Picote de 
Dalestra to the r}e\;· Ettgland scout tL.11d ranger liajor Rober, hogers,in the fall 

* ., il7...,.( ~.-.. ~ -.,. t "'·'"t °' ~ · 't "' ..... ~~ th Ol J.., o 18 d~t; i-ao :5 r~e1:'lit~ia m 1,.a1ou:t. c:ourage wiu endurru1ce would nave oa.rt;;U · ·. e 
peirils aurroundi..l"!g ·the expedition.a.1 ... y ss-ttlement cf JJe·~roit ~Detroi·t became !:tiieh~ 
~ ' ";t ~ j F • d .,j ·• • ... l~ ,e,, ·+ • ' ,.ii .. ~ i&"'a-11 s ot1~y fl&p-O-·G o;:.. "'(.;ra. e um.,1xig t,1;1e ear l.es.. years O.i. i ~s ,~x.1.s~s..uc e uomina:~-
ing and controlling her entir@ fore-sts of coilllnercea 

-- ·' • • .J,.l ,J,.. "~ 1. .-~•11 •: " 11 -~• ..... -";, .i. spoke abotrt 1:.o.<1e car\ps wn.1..c.t1 were 1.i..., oo witan gl.J.~S ror une poor. 
<_~>f.H:1ae old trench carts txere t.he only things on wheels tha:t could naviga:ts tbroug 
the rrr~d,which earne well nigh up ·to th& hubs. 1rha occupants would sit- turk-fa.sh-
.. ,.. ,-, . ..(), -i 'b ~ . " " .J, ~ ~ ., l,. ~ .,1., t T 1.,.,,. t J..Ol'l on .!>U.1 J. aJ..O ro e:a spreau over 't.ne rn)I raw on ,ne 001, ·t.om 01 t.il-e ~ar · • · ... o ~e ruet 

J"il ... ~ ;!l)' _,,.I; 1-_- - '" • "<I ,!I ..a~ ... t la,.,..,. G!J.e:y ~"!ere very c..t.umay @.DC1 un~-om! o~ "ai.i..L® a11fi 1;,nrea"Gel!OO ·,o uis1..oea · e every uvne 
i!1 one' a body, but 1 i~eekon th-er@ ~.fers :w eomplair.r&iJ ~ One< stepped to and ct£+t from 
th0 back. The driv-~r 11 s seat was o-n th.0 £1 ... ont otrtsicle edge of the cs.rt with his 
P • • • ~ ~ · 4,,. ~ i "' • .J., " tt.. ,...1,.._ ,-,. L -1'7'\'J. • ,i. ~ee't S-:trtfl,OueU across t,,l3.® .norse $ oacgtr®S~l.Xlg Oll ,i-i,e SiiS!.Irtt6• .LrlOS~ carvS Were 
ir1 g@ne:r&l us0 i'roril the tirn.e of ·t.h~ early French s-ettl.er to abotxt lB1sOq I't might 
be ~pporluaef~to m.0nti~11 now -ti1at no swearing 1Yas -allowed in the co1~ity- a 

Eardi Gras evening ~·as one of ur.ui1sue.l mir~h, the principal .fun being 
the tossing of pa.neakes.-as the French expras$ed it ( rirez las crepes). This was 
done in the kitchen in the la:rg$ o_p~ru f:Lre place ~-ith its huge hieke!°y leg!!. 
···:1- ' .. lp .. .,. , ·t-. ~ - ~ f .J. d l ... ..J ,.,, ~ • t... ·,:lt-ten 1,ne caAes v:e.re p.i..t.e.a iw..gn, oti:i; aer an raap e sugar were p~ceu 't;;le"°twei;ll 1,.uem; 
.. L -~ d . .. + 1 :4 • ,.,. ,(;' .. J. • • l ~ " i f - l .a - • 1. ~ I orme · 1;.ne cen-,ra. 4J.s.u 0.1. s. suos1.;ian't1.s supper t:na~ ol oweu. i,;.."qflcing was 
enjoye-ci thet1. Tne follo1J.·iug day bega:t1 a Lent that was ke-pt most rigidly. 

Being cf al.i intanaely religiotaa nature the bell cf hi.a church 1'.J:ld an 
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individuality,so it had a ch;riatening. G·reat prepa.ra1.ion was ma.de fox· t;1is c.er
emony,the godmo"'ther ea:re.fully chosen,a.rid beautifully dr-eased. I ml.gilt }uention 
here,that the fit·st Catholic church w.as dedicated to Ste.P-~nne il'l 1·101: Its pastor 
·the saiz:rt.ly }Pa:ther D.-ilballe,1Nho ·tma killed by an Iradian's btt1let in l"/06.'J.lhe 
origir1al church was destroyed for stragetic reasons!tand its fifth successor,con
sec:ra:tetl in 1755 by .,!.;ho bishep .of Quebec was destroyed in the great fi:ce of 18050 

I/1111y nnd va..rious vlera the delightful customs of -these people, but. time 
does not pe:nm:t furthel<> detail; But 

·'Th~l'"Ei is ever a song in the March oi.' Tims 
The echo&s co1J1e up from ·the long ago 
A nu.~sical sound <;,;:.;-ave,and the rhythm.a and rhyme 
~-.!..o on trnt~our->·}_ ·, -t,h,e a..,es with eaas~lf~Ss f1 !YW "·~.. . . , ,.,~._, . ~~ • C ~ .._. • 

'l'ime plays on a harp- of en(lless strings 
And his step keeps thw measure wherever he sings 
--, •i,. , "1 b .-'- .. be t.rie mcrv~.ent, qu:t.Cl':t or a J..v slow 
~--}- '> ,1: 4 t -~ -1 ,. 0 

.. ... ,::,.1 
,J .•• , .:i..s per16c't s- ..1.Jt. 1.n J:ts ceaseJ.,aBs 1 ow 
A 'h ,. ~~ "'i, t ~. ~ ----~.n "t. :rough T: i1.e age-a ·tna are numoerea iJjr yea.re 
1ifith never a dis~ord -,o pain our ears 
Could ~'e listen a.1r·ight,to ~the ooug sublime 
\~/e tvould .f'is1d it peri't~et in l""hytnine and rhyme~ o 




